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THE ORIGIN AND MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.
By Rev. Minot J. Savage.

Those Who are themselves “sound in the faith" not 
infrequently take the ground, that nobody has any 
right to the celebration of Christmas except those 
who believe that Jesus was born in a mangerat Beth
lehem on the 25th of December in the year 1 A. IL 
Perhaps this is natural: and yet it betrays an igno- 
ance of the facts that ought not to exist.

Apart from the love and reverence that attach 
themselves to the name of Jesus, there is absolutely 
nothing about Christmas that is peculiar to Christian
ity. The day did not originate with Christianity, nor 
are any of its features specially Christian. It was 
several hundreds of years after Jesus before the date 
became generally agreed on in^the Church. Augustine 
(born near the middle of the fourth century) held that 
Good Friday, Easter, Ascension Day and Whitsuntide 
were the only festival days that were of Apostolic 
origin.

When Christmas began to be celebrated there was 
no agreement as to the day. The 20th of May. the 
20th or 21st of April and the (5th of January all had 
their advocates. The latter day was the one most 
commonly accepted in the East. As matter of fact 
nobody knows anything about it. Not only are the 
day and the month unknown, but no one knows even 
the year. It is now commonly believed among schol
ars that he was born about the year 4, B. C. And at 
last, sometime, perhaps in the fifth century, it was 
generally agreed that tho festival should be fixed on 
the 25th of December.

When nothing was really known about it why was 
this particular day finally accepted? This is a very 
easy question to answer. In all nations, and from 
time immemorial, worship has been paid to the sun 
as a god. And when it is remembered that it is the 
source of light and heat and life and all growth, it 
cannot be wondered at. It is also the most conspicu
ous and glorious object in the natural world. Know
ing nothing of astronomy, it was easy for barbaric 
people to think of it as a brilliant deity driving his 
chariot across the spaces and along the roadway of 
the sky. The Psalmist speaks of it as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber and as a strong man run
ning a race. He was the hero who fought the dark
ness and the dragons of the storm. The cold and the 
winter were his enemies.

Once every year they seemed to get the bettex 
of him. He moved fax' to the South. He rose later 
and set earlier every day. His golden locks, the source 
of his power, (see Sampson) were cut off. He grew 
feebler and feebler, until it was time for the old year 
to die. About the last of December came the crisis. 
The sun seemed to stand still (Solstice) for three days, 
and then out of the caverns of darkness the sun-god

was reborn. This then was the beginning of the 
new year, and the glad people knew that life and 
spring and grasses and flowers and all the glory of 
summer were coming once more.

This then was the birthday of the sun-god, and it 
was greeted with universal joy. Among the Jews, i 
among the Romans, indeed among nearly all the an- I 
cient people the festival was kept. The Christians! 
simply came at last to adopt the old-time festival. On ! 
this date they celebrated a special mass which was! 
called the Christ-mass; hence the name. ■

Now let us glance at a few of the ceremonies con
nected with the day, and see what we ean find that is 
peculiar to Christianity. The exchange of gifts was an 
old Roman custom. Thu kindly feelingand good cheer 
are also of very ancient date. Tn Rome it was a cus
tom to have a feast at which the poor and even the 
slaves sat at table, while their masters waited on 
them. This was to celebrate the supposed Golden 
Age. before evil or sorrow or class-distinctions were 
known. Saturn then was king: so the festival was 
named Saturnalia.

Whence come our Christmas trees, ehureh and 
house decorations and our mistletoe boughs? From 
Germany, Britain and Gaul. Our German fore
fathers worshiped the gods of the woods, and they 
fancied that, by bringing the woods (trees and boughs) 
into the houses, the sylvan deities would follow. To 
the Druids of Gauland Britain the oak was sacred, 
and the branches of mistletoe that grew on it were 
sources of power and blessing.

Christianity then has simply adopted and turned to 
her higher uses customs so old that we are not able 
to trace their beginning. But it is true that the Chris
tian Christmas has a deeper and finer spiritual sig
nificance than the barbaric festivals of tho past. The 
ideal of Jesus has come to stand for a sweeter, diviner 
fatherhood and a tenderer human brotherhood. So 
it is fitting for us to sing. “Glory to God in the high
est, aud on earth peace, good will towards men."

But from this brief review of facts it will be seen 
that ̂ Christmas is not exclusively Christian: it is 
human. It belongs to all who can appreciate its 
spirit and who are willing to love and help their fel
low men. ,

On our Christmas day then let us have a charity as 
wide as mankind, and let us not confine its exercise I 
to one day in December, but make it last the whole 
year through.

THE WORLD IN TRAVAIL WITH HEW IDEAS.
By Eleanor Kirk.

In the December Arena I came across the following 
thrilling sentence-thrilling because touching the j 
very heart and the most secret and sensitive nerves of i 
truth: 1

“Illustrious scholars worthy of respect and con
fidence have made in all countries the most conclu
sive experiments upon the vibratory state of .matter. 
One ean now, without being considered a fool, crazy, 
or impious, interest himself in the rational study of 
certain phenomena, which only yesterday would have 
passed for the vagaries of a disordered mind, aud 
which to-morrow will be demonstrated as scientific 
truths."

In a recent discourse the young and brilliant acad

emician, the Vicomte de Vogue, said to the students 
of France:

“You have only to look about you to see that the 
world is in travail with new ideas and forms. A sound 
from the nether world increases and covers all other 
sounds—cries of revolt and cries of pity: these tell of 
the pangs of childbirth."

It has al ways been a. mystery to me why there could 
be any disgrace attached to a belief in a future exist
ence and the return of our friends under certain cir
cumstances and conditions to earth life. Ministers 
have preached it in their pulpits and by the coffins of 
our dear ones^nd have repudiated it as soon as pos
sible afterwards. It has been taught and untaught in 
the same breath. A moment of inspiration born of 
an innate belief and a loving desire to help those who 
mourn, has held the sweetest promises and the most 
perfect conviction. I always thank God when I hear 
one of these discourses in which the preacher be
comes the comforter in spite, of himself, and I am also 
sure to pray that those who have been helped and 
uplifted, may not meet the uplifter some day soon 
afterwards in a darkened parlor, when he has had 
time to creep back within the formal anil prescribed 
lines of a comfortless and colorless creed.

It is certainty true that we have only to look about 
us to see that -‘the world is in travail with new ideas 
and forms." The whole civilized world is asking 
questions, and questions that must be answered. The 
propounders of these conundrums are no longer con
sidered fools. Indeed the biggest fool, except one, 
among us at present, is the person who believes in 
nothing that he cannot at once explain by the. evi
dence of his senses. The other is the individual who 
requires no proof of any statement, however absurd.

There never was a Christmas time when the world 
had so much to be thankful for as the present. We 
ean think our honest thoughts aloud and hold the 
respect and affection of the neighbor who differs with 
us. We can “speed the parting guest" with words of 
comfort and the promise of a blessed reunion, and we 
can afterwards listen and wait with happy hearts for 
some hint of his presence, some sweet stirring of the 
air, some uplift and inspiration. We can do all these 
beautiful and consoling things in the^bestof company 
if we desire company and we can have a Psychical 
Congress to sift testimony and give us the last analy
sis, which is “The Consensus of the Competent," and 
pure science.

Let us talk over our mercies one with another at 
this Christmas tide, and we may be sure that where 
“two or three are gathered together" in sympathy 
and an earnest desire for guidance and light, that 

! the spirit will as surely brood us as the mother broods 
I the baby in her arms.

CHRISTMAS AND THE ESSENTIAL CHRIST.
- By Rev. H. W. Thomas, D. D.

Welcome the eighteen hundred and ninety-second 
Christmas! Nearly nineteen centuries have come 
and gone, since the Christ was born.

The contrast between the first and the last ot 
these centuries is most striking. The first was in 
many respects the darkest in the history of the 
world; the last has been the brightest and the best.

In the first century Rome ruled the civilized por-
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tions of the earth; tho authority of hot* emperors 
was absolute. Seven out of ten of them were assas
sinated. Augustus made his reign conspicuous by 
gathering about hitn the wits, poets and sages of his 
time; but then came Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius and 
Nero, whose corruptions and eruelities were almost 
without a parallel. The iirst century witnessed the 
terrible persecution of the Christians by Nero, and the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the army of Titus, in 
which it is said that more than a million persons per
ished.

Between-the first and the nineteenth centuries lie all 
the great events of modern history; the fall of Rome, 
the rise of the Mohammedan religion, the dark and 
meduvval ages, the discovery of America, the inven
tion of printing, the Reformation, the new astronomy. 
These periods have their darkness, their poverty and 
misery, their bloody wars and persecutions, but 
through all there has been- a wonderful world-pro
gress. Liberty has passed from the one to the many 
—power from the king to the people; slavery has been 
abolished, knowledge increased and the rights of 
reason and conscience in religion generally confirmed.

The crowning results of these ages of struggle 
have all come into these last years of our wonderful 
nineteenth century. The results of the earlier inven
tions and discoveries have opened the way to others 
of not less importance, and the united power of all 
these has culminated in the wonderful progress and 
promise of the present. And not only has there been 
objective growth.but subjective; man has grown: along 
with the higher reason and right of liberty and justice 
has come the new conscience of a nobler and tenderer 
humanity, and with this the conception of a Christian 
God. The old superstitions and dark dogmas of orig
inal sin, penal atonement and endless punishment, 

’ are giving place to the more rational and mercifu 1 
doctrines of evolution—the justice of love, the suf- 
ering of love to save. A new hope ’ is taking 
tho place of the old despair.

Humanity is coming to be seen as divine; the es 
sential, the spiritual Christ is in man. and. is being 
born again and again in the mangers of poverty, is 
present in the needs and sins and sufferings of a 
world that is slowly rising into the light and life of 
the infinite. The God who was in Christ, is in man; 
and hence man is coming into the life of God,

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS.
Bv M. S. Cameron.

When Carlyle said “the history of the world is the 
biography of great men'1 he uttered a statement 
pregnant with truth. The hero-worship we render 
to those whose names are luminous on scrolls of the 
past, is surely a recognition of that fact.

Of all historical characters, the man Jesus occupies 
a pinnacle at once unique and impregnable. His 
large human sympathy with all who suffered or who 
sinned, gives him a place in human hearts which no 
one else can claim. Even those who “own him Lord” 
dwell more on his loving than on his divinity or 
mediatorship.

To us who have outlived, or never had the propi
tiatory attitude towards God, and need neither the in
tercession of saint or Savior, to stand between us and 
the divine love of the Infinite Father, Christ still is 
dear. “He was a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief.” We also have sorrows and an acquaint
ance with grief, and out of very self-pity the bond of 
sympathy is inevitable.

Humanity has no greater need than to be loved.
The Christmas chimes therefore fall on our ears 

without discord. They harmonize well with the un
dertone in our souls, which lies deeper than expres
sion.

It sometimes comes as an overpowering thought 
that the son of a peasant bondsman with his deep, 
simple life, should have so moved Christendom. The 
solution lies in one word “love.” His voice crying 
in the wilderness of ignorance and tyranny, barbaric 
splendor and poverty, yet heralds the coming age of

“The brotherhood of man,
The federation of the world.”

I feel we are on’ the eve of wonderful revelations* 
The “march of enlightenment” goes forward. Even 
stern orthodoxy is preparing to widen her tents, in 
order to entertain the “larger hope.”

Spiritualists are being drawn from the ranks of 
agnostics and atheists who have gone off on a tan
gent from any shred of belief in the doctrines uf 
Christians, yet have come back on far different lines 
to “grapple to their souls with hoops of steel,” the 
fact of continued existence. We are richerthan Alex
ander the Great in having another world to conquer.

Our present attitude reminds me of that chariot of 
old, whose one wheel rolled upon the earth, while 
the other circumscribed the heavens.

Nearly all modern writings contain some hint or 
suggestion of Spiritualism, either theory or phenom
enon. Foremost among them all is that wonderful 
passage from Victor Hugo, voiced from sceptical 
France:

“I feel in myself the future life. 1 am like a 
forest thut has been more than once ent down. The 
new shoots are stronger and livelier than ever. 1 am 
rising towards the sky. 3 he sunshine is over my 
head, the earth gives me the generous sap, but heaven 
lights me with the reflection of unknown worlds. 
You say the soul is nothing but the resultant of 
bodily powers. Why, then, is my soul luminous when 
my bodily powers begin to fail'? Winter is on my 
head, eternal spring is in my heart. The nearer I 
approach the end I hear around me the immortal 
symphonies of tbe worlds which unite me. ft is mar
vellous, yet simple. It is a fairy tale and it is his
tory.

For half a century 1 have been writing my thoughts 
in prose, verse, history, philosophy, drama, romance, 
tradition, satire, ode. song. I have tried all, but 1 
feel that I have not said the thousandth part of what 
is in me. When I go down to the grave, I cun say 
like so many others, 4 have finished my day's work,’ 
but I can not say *1 have finished niy life/

The tomb is not a blind alley, it is a throughfare. 
It closes in the twilight to open in the dawn.

My work is only a beginning, is hardly above its 
foundation; I would be glad tb see it mounting and 
mounting forever? The thirst for the infinite proves 
infinity.”

GOOD CHRISTMAS.
By William ItyrNTuji.

When health and strength r^ru to earth;
When in each home pure hearts haw birth:
When mind and thought hnw winas to Uy.
And be as birds in God’s blue sky: 
When brotherhood shall be a fact, 
Revealed by look and word and act ; 
When sweet religion shall abound, 
As flowers in summer gardens’ found: 
When death shall no more shadows throw. 
But like the night to morning grow;
When friends before .shall whisper swed, 
And day by day our spirits greet;
When men and nations shall forget, 
War’s sword of bitterness to whet;
When love shall bide within the ways
Encircling all our common days,-
When these good things for good appear.
'Twill be God’s Christmas all the year.'

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM.
By St. George Best.

Oh, I have read in that strange olden Book,
How He that was the seed uf David came. 
Announced by angels, while a wandering flame 

Above his lowly cot its station took.
The magi of an eastern realm forstxik

The royal purple and the Persian name,
And followed it that they through gifts, might claim 

The favor of the young Christ's earliest look.
How blest the light that shined on Bethlehem

To every bruised and fainting heart to-day I 
Look up. oh soul! and know that unto them

Is life beyond, who walk the perfect Way.
The star that ushered in the Reign uf Peace
Shall spread its rays till strifes and babblings cease.

BIRTH OF THE SPIRIT*
By Wm. Emmeith Coleman.

So far as my knowledge extends, the first attempt 
to explain the details of tbe process of dying and of 
the birth of the spiritual body and its indwelling 
spirit, from the material body, was that of Andrew 
Jackson Davis, in the first volume of his “Great Har- 
monia.” The Physician published iu 1850. In this 
work Mr. Davis describes, at some length, .the mi- 
nutkeof the psycho-physiological processes attendant 
upon the severance of the spirit from its physical 
abode or covering. His knowledge In the matter was 
derived, he tells us. from clairvoyant vision of the 
death of a lady friend of his. Since then Mr. Davis 
has, in various of his other works, claimed tu have, 
seen elairvoyantly quite a number of other instances 
of spirit-birth; and additional descriptions^! the spir
itual parturition, under varying eircumsknices. are. 
found in bis “Death and The After-Life.” “Penetra- 
lia,” “Philosophy of Spirit Intercourse.'* “Beyond the 
Valley.” etc. During tint past forty years a number 
of mediums and clairvoyants have, testified to having 
likewise been witnesses of the departure of the spirit, 
from its tenement of clay; and in all ruses coming 
under my notice, the attendant circumstances of the 
transition from mutter to spirit have been described 
in substantial accord with those outlined by Mr. 
Davis. If I remember aright, among those thus tes
tifying was Mrs. F. O. Hizer, the well-known speaker, 
who published an account of the spirit-birth of her 
mother as seen by her elairvoyantly. In various com
munications purporting to eminate from disembodied 
spirits, the process of dying and the birth of the spirit 
has also been described, and. I think, always in a 
similar manner to that of Mr. Davis and the other 
clairvoyants. As wc know, there are often discrepancies 
on many points in the alleged testimony of spirits 
concerning things spiritual: but in this matter there 
appears io be a general unity; all accounts of tho 
spirit-birth seems in substantial agreement.

According to Mr. Davis's evidence, as confirmed by 
the other witnesses, the extremities die first: the spir
itual particles are withdrawn therefrom first, while, 
the head is the. last to die. All the substance com
posing the spiritual body passes out of the material 
body through the head. Above the head the spiritual 
body is re-formed, and this body is connected with 
the material body by a line cord of spirit-substance, 
the analogue of the umbilical cord in physical partu
rition. When this cord is severed, then and not till 
then is death complete.

In the July number of the Proreedings of the So
ciety for Psychical Research is a paper by F. W. H. 
Myers. “On Indications of Continued Terrene Knowl
edge on the Fart of the Phantasms of the Dead.” in
cluded in this paper are two narratives of the experi
ences of men who came very near dying, but were re
stored to life in the material form. 'These narratives 
are of special interest when read in connection with 
the revelations of clairvoyance and mediumship upon 
the processes of spirit-birth. The first narrative is 
that of Dr. Wiltse. of the- St. Lewis Medical and Sur
gical Journal. He lay for dead four hours: the church 
bells rang for his death. The Doctor says that he 
woke up out of unconsciousness into a state of con
sciousness, and discovered that, the soul was in the 
body but not of it. He says, “With all the interest 
of a physician, I beheld the wonder of my bodily 
anatomy, intimately interwoven with which, even 
tissue for tissue, was I, the living soul of that dead, 
body. I learned that the epidermis was the outside 
boundary of the ultimate tissue, so to speak, of the 
soul.” 'This is in precise accordance with the teach
ings of Davis and the spiritualists. The spirit-body 
is the analogue of the material body; one is the coun
terpart of the other. The spirit-body is the inner 
lining, so to speak, of the material one. For each 
material atom in the outer body, there is a corres
ponding spiritual atom, its vitalizing essence, as it 
were. Dr. Wiltse says he watched the separation of 
his soul from the body. The spirit was rocked to and 
fro laterally, thus severing its connection with the 
bodily tissues. Mr. Davis has many times spoken of
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the pulsing, vibratory movement of the spiritual sub
stance which accompanies soubbirth. The Doctor 
then felt the retreat of the spiritual substance from 
the feet upwards. “I began slowly to retreat from 
the feet toward the head/' he says. “I remember 
reaching the hips and saying to myself, ‘Now, there 
is no life below the hips’.........I. .recollect dis
tinctly‘"when my whole self was collected into the 
head, when 1 reflected thus: I am all in the head now 
and I shall soon be •free." He remembers emerging 
from the brain, appearing to himself something like a 
jelly-flsh in form and color. As he emerged from the 
head he floated up and down and laterally like a soap- 
bubble attached to the bowl of a pipe, until at length 
he broke loose from the body, fell,and then slowly rose 
ami expanded into the full stature of a man. This also 
is remindful of Davis’s descriptions of the linal sepa
ration of the spirit-substance and its indwelling ego 
from the body through the head, with the accompany
ing vibrations and dancing movements. The spirit 
body of the Doctor, he discovered, was nuked, but 
soon he found himself clothed, he knew not how. Ac
cording to the Spiritualist teachings, the spirit-body 
is born naked. Jmt suitable clothing is provided by 
the friends in attendance, waiting for the new birth. 
In this ease it Is probable that no actual clothing was 
provided, as complete death did not ensue, but that, 
in deference to tlie embarrasement felt by the Doctor, 
as he tells us. on account of his nude state, he was 
psychologically impressed by the spirits in attendance 
with the idea that he was clothed -the idea was due 
to spirito-hypnotic suggestion.

Dr. Wiitse plainly saw his body on. the couch, and 
the persons present in the room. He passed out of 
the open door and went into the street. The same 
thing is often narrated in spiritualistic literature. We 
often read of spirits seeing their bodies just after death 
and the circumstances attending their funerals, etc.

Mr. Davis says that the fully-organized spirit-body 
passes from the house in which its birth takes place 
cither through the door or open window, it does not 
pass through the solid wall. The Doctor soon dis
covered that a small eord like the thread of a spider’s 
web ran from his shoulders back to his body, and was 
attached to it at the base of the neck in front. Then he 
went through the air upheld by a pair of hands which 
he could feel lightly pressing on his sides. Davis and 
others tell us that the new born spirit is conveyed to 

'the Spirit-world by spirit friends. He soon reached a 
roadway having seemingly no support. A voice told 
him it was the road to the eternal city, and once 
passed he could no more return to the body. Just as 
he was about to enter, he was suddenly stopped. He 
became unconscious again, and when he woke he was 
lying in his bed. Readers of the works of Davis and 
Mrs. Maria M. King will remember the accounts of the 
spiritual roads or pathways leading from earth to the 
Spirit-wor’d and from thence to earth, upon which 
the spirits travel to and fro. They have no support 
in space. As soon as he revived, Dr. W. told the 
story of his experience to those at his bedside, and 
afterwards wrote it out. The doctor, who was at the 
bedside, said that the breath was apparently abso
lutely extinct and every symptom marking the-spirit 
as dead was present. *T supposed that he was actu
ally dead, as fully as I ever supposed any one to be 
dead.”

The second narrative is that of Rev. L. J. Bertrand, 
a Huguenot. While traveling in the Alps, he became 
nearly frozen to death. His body was powerless, but 
his head was perfectly clear. He resolved to study 
quietly the process of death. The feet and hands went 
first and “little by little,” he says, “death reached my 
knees and elbows.” After death had reached all the 
rest of his body,his head was the last to succumb. He 
found himself “a ball of air In the air, a captive bal
loon attached to earth by a kind of elastic string and 
going up and always up.” Looking down he saw his 
body, and he wished that he was able to cut. the 
thread tjfiit tied him to it. His only regret, he says, 
was that he could not cut the string. Suddenly a 
shock stopped his ascension, and he felt that some
body was pulling him down; his friends were trying

came again its tenant much against his wish. While 
detached from the body, he saw a number of things 
taking place mostly in the. vicinity of his body, all of 
which he narrated upon his revival, and the whole 
was found to be strictly correct.

Putties desirous of fuller particulars of these two 
narratives, and without access to the Proceedings of 
the Society for Psychical Research, will find copious 
extracts therefrom in the August number of the Re
view of Reviews, English edition, pp. 14G, 1 17. The 
coincidences in these two narratives from such widely- 
independent sources, and the many remarkable co
incidences between them and the clairvoyant and me- 
diumistie reveahnents upon the same subject, are of 
much import, I think, These naratives furnish strong 
confirmatory evidence of the substantial truth of the 
teachings of Mr. Davis and Spiritualists in general 
upon the process of spirit-birth, and are a powerful 
aid in the demolition of the materialistic hypothesis, 
so ardently cherished by many gropers in the dark, 
that death ends all. The fact that. In the record of 
the two instances above, the. spirit-percipient was en
abled to see such a number of distinct oecurrenevs on 
eartm including several at some little distance from 
his body, as narrated in detail in the story, in every 
ca ? in exact accordance wit h the facts as testified by 
the persons themselves who were the actors in the 
events seen, is proof that Mr. Bernard'* psychical ex
periences were not hallucinations, but verities. Great 
is the debt of gratitude that lovers of truth owe to 
the Society for Psychical Research, for its persistent 
and careful efforts to collect facts and ascertain the 
truth in a scientilic manner upon the obscure psy
chical problems of the day. Nearer and nearer are 
Iheconeludonsof the society approachingthe rational, 
spiritualistic explanations of these problems. Already 
have prominent members of th is society .among its most 
careful, unbiased investigators, announced their con
viction that a portion of the phenomena so faithfully 
and cautiously gathered by them, is due to the action 
of “phantasms of the dead”; that is, the disembodied 
spirits of former residents of earth. And not least 
among the valuable facts secured by this society, in 
attestation of post-mortem life and action, arc the t wo 
narratives outlined above.

San Francisco, Cal.

THE DEEPER MEANING OF CONSCIENCE. 
By William M. Salter.

11 I might venture on a definition of conscience 
that might suffice for common n^e. it would be that 
conscience is the power in man to discover the law 
of his own being. If a tree could divine the form its 
particles were to take - such and such a trunk, such 
and such branches, such, and such leaves, all that goes 
to make up the complete form which it is about to 
assume—-and then could feel the pressure of that 
form and hence that it ought to resist all impulsesand 
all influences that would tend to make it vary there
from, the tree would have a conscience. If any ob
ject in the world-—a crystal or a. snow-flake, a star or 
a sun—could know what in its very nature it is meant 
to be, it would have a conscience.

For everything in the world lias a certain nature 
impressed upon it; there is a law of its being. It is 
for a tree to be a tree, for a crystal to be crystal, for 
a star to be a star. Of course, so far as we know, 
none of these objects has a conscience, Man alone 
(or beings kindred to him) has this wonderful power: 
but it nowise differs from what it would be in plants 
and crystals, if each one could know the peculiar law 
of its being. M^n alone (or animals like him) has 
the sense of ought, of something unconditionally 
binding, he alone feels the pressure of an idea which 
is the essence of obligation: but the idea whose press
ure he feels is nothing foreign to him, nothing arlk 
licially added to him by an outside power—it is the 
idea of his own being, it is tho law of his life, as 
gravitation is the law of the earth and the stars.

To me it is an intelligible conception—that as 
everything has a law of its being, so man has a law 
of his. Conscience is the power of perceiving this law. 
Morality is the habit of obedience to it. And religion,

sense that the law is not of our ercathm, that it hasi t 
sconree in that which, makes the suns and stars as 
well, that in obeying it we are doing in our part of 
the universe what sunsand stars arc doing in theirs. 
Religion is the sense of fellowship with the universe, 
of tilings, of union with the deep unfathomable. 
Power, in which the universe rests.

This is nowise inconsistent with the recognition 
that conscience i> a growth, as every other faculty of 
man, and indeed almost every particular thing in the 
world, is. Conscience is a growth, it has taken a 
ong time to develop even such an imperfect con

science as the ordinary civilized ma,u of to-day pos
sesses. But conscience grows in the knowledge of the 
truth, it but discovers what is true independent of its 
discoveries. It has taken a multitude of experiences , 
to make a conscience: for not by any miraculous rev- 
ulution is the knowledge of the law of our being im- 
wrted tn ns. It has taken sometimes sad. tragic ex- 
icricnees: tear,-, groans, agonies, the very furies— 

mistakes and. failures-—have driven men to seek out 
and And the true law of human life. Yes. but we 
nive found it (in some measure): justice, right, fidel
ity, love, pity, brotherhood are some of our names 
for it: these, represent “our true, original course,” 
of which the. poet speaks. There is rest, there, is the 
sense of case and freedom in following this course; 
off it. there comes, sooner or later, destruction to 
man and all his works.

THE FETE OF MOTHERHOOD.
By Mary Holland Lee.

Some men friendly enough of nature, but of small 
judgment in learning-, do think I take too much pains 
and spend too much time in setting forth these chil
drens' affair^: but these, good men were never brought 
up in Socrates’ school, who saith plainly that no man 
goeth about a more godly purpose than he that is 
mindful of the good bringing up both of his own and 
other men’s children.

This, tine old Roger Asehnm, uf those far-a way 
days that glimmer in the rosy dawn of this modern 
age, knew well -the tirst and highest principle of 
soul culture, that wofully neglected art in these busy, 
rattling times of prosperity, haste and waste.. Neg
lected, mark, for only such of us are included here 
whose right it is to know, environed by the comforts 
and luxuries of life, having our comfortable church 
pews, too, where we may listen to eloquent strains 
on theological economy or practical < hrh-tian living— 
as the ease may be with tin1 moral courage of the 
speaker.

Such as are in the darkness of ignorance and de
jected poverty are deaf! Did one ever find igno
rance a ready listener? I. trow not. So a charge 
falls to those whose, blessings are manifold. A 
mother-charge to carry knowledge into these shades 
of their own success.

“Where is your son? Where your daughter?” 
will be the lird questions to greet us. Words from 
our lips, remember,will fall valueless. We must, to the 
deaf, resort to sign language. A true object lesson 
will out-rank a library of advice. And what is more, 
these strange, unwholesome sisters will not so much as 
glance at our work if once they discover flaw or rent. 
Being so lowly it is strange they are so hypercritical I

Do we read to them of Hannah taking lit tie Samuel 
to the temple, they do not hear’ but the lines of per
plexity across our brows,index of the thoughts given 
to the extravagant christening-robe for baby, will 
not escape their keen eyes. Tell these mothers of tho 
blessed Alary md her son ami they'll laugh at us for 
fools if the sign of noble motherhood, of sacred moth
hood, does not plead with them from our souls.

if we will but pause awhile, come out of the noise 
and bustle of the highway we may hear the poet-sou 
still singing. “So the All Great is the All-Loving too!"

All-Loving! Embracing from the least unto tlv' 
greatest, recognizing the true part even though lying 
beneath generations of evil, sin, disease, as we will 
as to name, but all the same a degradation through 
ignorance of that purity which is the birth-right wf
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GUIDANCE.
By William Tram is Bxknmul

In ih»* Jargf la-art of Man
Tiu*u- liv<-s a mighty hop**:

By it is fixed his spam 
By it h“ knows bissc-pi'.

He,’forward looking far
Along the way of time.

Descries each baulk and bar 
And feels his stnmglh sublime,

THE ETHICS OF SPIRITUALISM.
, By Janet E. Re.viz Rees.

Let us not forget to see that our children under
stand this; simply after baby fashion. We need not 
carry our cradles over discouraging lengths to phil
osophical temples in search of modus operand!; tho 
child will havo his lesson by heart before we are half 
there, learned from the mother’s eye, her smile, her 
patience and self-control. We may sit by our fire-sides 
if we but understand ourselves that the fresh, un
tutored soul is a part of the All-soul, the All-lov
ing. What then?

Then, of course, far-reaching whieh simplified is 
self-forgetting, as the Master was self-forgetting.

Selfishness is the black frost of the soul; every blos
som withers under its devastating touch.

thought of his but is seen ami known of all those in the 
past or present partake of his likeness, knowing as 
fact, that “cloud of witnesses” are brothers, sisters, 
friends, parents, kindred, that in a word, he is kin to 
the whole race of all who have trodden or may tread 
this earth, and what can the outcome of such a fact 
be but a higher life? A recognition of brotherhood...  
a tie so close with each and all that there can he “no 
mine,” “no thine," but that all shall be as one. and 
that in the light of such transcendent fact established, 
all the nations of the earth shall be as one family. 
Then indeed, shall the vison be accomplished, the 
reign of peace begin! Then indeed will there be 
“peace on earth! good will to man!” for there will be 
knowledge in place of faith, ami certainly in lieu of 
hope. ( an any then withhold a helping hand in such 
a cause? Can any hold back that which should es
tablish then in the mind the certainty of man’s 
union with the so-called dead?

Shall nut we then strive, each in hi* degree, to un- 
mask this hidden secret of the grave, to reveal that 
precious gem. that brightest jewel in the radiant dia
dem on truth’s pure brow, that pearl of price, 
whose name shall be consolation, whose crowning 
glory shall be the establishment of immortality as 
fact?

CHRIST NEW-BORN.
By W. A. Guam.

Each morning the. world is a new world to our 
awakening consciousness. ’Tis not the same light 
and beauty ami joy of sky or garden, of love or work, 
that feed our eye and ear, that till our mind and 
heart to-day as in the past.

Wc are born out of yesterday's world into now or 
higher conditions, with ever changing and growing 
organs and senses,.. with ever ripening and unfold
ing thoughts and loves. This appears to be nature’s 
law running through and over all life. Consider the 
lesson of this law in, relation to the Christ, the soul's 
high ideal and prophet of religion. By the same law- 
each day, each Christmas the living, immortal Christ 
must he new-born for us. Yesterday’s or last year's is 
outlived, past, forever.

To-day then, standing on yesterday's or last year's 
conditions and experience of body, of hope, love and 
striving, the new light and vision reveal a new-born 
Christ and ideal of the soul’s and heaven’s immortal 
beauty and wealth of being. Why should I ever 
scorn or condemn the old? In the glorious light and 
promise of the new morning, does the past appear 
poor ami little? Let us remember that it gave birth 
to to-day's higher. In peaceful thankfulness let it 
pass.

Why should I scorn or condemn my neighbor's 
Christ or ideal of religion? I can never know how 
glorious a light, how joyful an inspiration it is to 
him. I can only know that they are horn to him as 
mine to me, fur the soul's on-leading and uplifting. 
He can no mure truly pray and worship as I, than 
I as he.

What freedom, what peace and wealth of life will 
lie fur us when we can fully recognize this eternal law 
of our being and so live our religion iu great-hearted 
kindliness bidding each other's soul cheer, giving the 
helping hand to each others' highest beauty and love 
of the Christ and ideal! Shall 1 not strive to teach 
and help my neighbor? How can we do this in truer, 
richer ways, than hy first teaching heaven's divine 
tolerance and good will that overflows all. My 
friend’s creed or form or outward baptism of religion, 
may be only as chains and childish toys to my Christ- 
faith and heavenly ideal, if 1 strive to put them on. 
Yet the Holy Ghost that touches and feeds him 
through and over them, often flows from his life in 
the spirit and power uf truth and beauty that 
quickens and exalts my whole being. If perchance 
he would indoctrinate me with his Christ or Bible, I 
stop my ears. How can he know my soul's want for 
spiritual raiment, the fitting words aud attitudes of 
my psalms and prayers? When he invites me to pray 
and commune with him in the freedom of the spirit 
and truth regardless of images or texts or attitudes, 
of Christ or Bible or church, I gladly accept. Why

Do we appreciate how thoroughly we instruct ini Perhaps the more zealous advocates of Spiritualism 
selfishness? | *n representing its claims cither as a religion or a

What lessons are our indulged children learning philosophy are unmindful of the truth that the world 
now as the pregnant Christmas-tide flows in over our | owes its progress mother lo the one nor the other. It 
hearth-stones? To him that hath more is given I would be extremely dittic.uk to prove that even ethi-

No! The crumbs from the over-stocked platter are «aRy. mankind is wholly indebted to the religions or 
not forgotten. We scatter them here and there. | philosophies which from time to time has attended 
Another self-indulgence unless we forget the falling I the evolution of the race, bur more than to any 
crumbs and honestly divide! We do not fancy stand- I auch influence are we indebted to the prosaic aequirc- 
ing before our elastic consciences wholly shorn of the I ment of certain well-establishcd farts, without the 
golden fleece of virtue! Self-flattery is the worst and certainty of which the world would hr a waste, “vast 
yet do we eschew it? No! though it easts dangerous I howling wilderness. ' I'npnpular ns such an asser- 
shadows: | Hon may be, we may venture upon it because it is un-

“If there’s a hole in a' your coats. doubtedly true, and truth, the divinest object of our
I rede yon tent it; I worship, wears a many colored garment. Beneath
A chiefs among you taking notes its folds she can await the lime fur more perfect un-
And, faith, he’ll prentit!” | derkanding upon the part of ignorant man, well

The sunlight uf the heart gives healthy growth to knowing that until she be recognized the path of 
the tender soul-plants loaned to our fostering care, human experience as of human endeavor, lies amid 
Whatever else is true, whatever else is false in this I chaos.
analytic age of affirmation and negation one truth is | And, in the nature of thing* that which is hardest 
anchored fast: that, in ail treatises on the phenomena I to gain is most precious tokecp.su that mankind 
of light, the heart-light is the only brightness that I seizing from time to time rare glimpses of actualities” 
does not dull the hearth-glow, but on tho contrary which are facts, stubbornly Hmgs to them, forgetting 
beautifies and intensifies it; and there is no heart- I that they are but isolated portions of that great 
light, true heart-light, unless the good angel of charity mosiac whieh in its entirety can never be revealed to 
descends from heaven with the illuminating spark; the finite mind, in that, in its very being, it is infin- 
neith er is there charity where there is not service lite. Slowly and with unremitting effort has man Mir
and self denial. “God uses us to help each other,” rived at certain definite conclusions with regard to 
so water plentifully the little pushing roots with the I life in his immediate environment, each step in such 
unstrained quality of mercy. acquirement has. been marked hy blood, by agony

The December winds blow the straws manger-ward! I of tears, by anguish of relinquishment, but sue- 
The tender story of the mother and child seems told eeeding ages have in every rase, justified the revda- 
anew. What though many an ancient cult held the tion of facts so obtained. The “causu* belli” of one 
same idea, none so full, none so sweet as that of the generation is the household god of the next. When, 
nativity where the glorious star served as guide, I therefore, we would exalt the claims of Spiritualism 
where the tinkling of the bells of the fold was lost in I to the attention of the intelligent portion of the race 
the song of the angelic choir. . I—how shall they be urged? As tenets of a new re

Tobeliever or skeptic it appeals as true motherhood ligion? As elements of a new philosophy? We would 
appeals to all men, either of high or low estate, the earnestly reply no a thousand times no. If Spiritual- 
motherhood that lets no shadow fall between herself I ism erm offer no more than this, let all hope in its 
aud her child and heaven* I revelations die; it is foredoomed; it, in its turn, must

Not the anxious, fretting mother, dividing herself I follow in the steps of all other religious ami cults, and 
between every social call and her nursery. Not moth-I cannot survive. But if its adherents can show— in 
ers of many cares that tucks and flounces may out- I support of its superiority to existing beliefs one soli
number her neighbors’ tucks and flounces, but far- I tary fact, undeniable, well established, incontrovert- 
sighted mothers, mothers who as theSistine Madonna, I able, the wo rid by the term* of its own valuations, 
look in purity and power, in faith and love to the I must accept its authority.
future with contemplation * md knowledge at their I Nothing, let me repeat, can exceed in value a fact; 
feet. The transfigured woman through the office of well did the apostles understand that law of life: 
her high estate, an abstract of all that is lovely in well has the Catholic church known it; undauntedly 
womanhood, to man always—“A star above the has religion everywhere striven to supply its place by 
storm,” she is then the vision that rests in the heart of “faith,” by “vhnonly hope”. It remains for the 
each ' I latest revelation of man's experience to bring forth

“Of justice, mercy, wisdom, tenderness, I that which shall at once reconstruct the whole
To wrong and pain, and knowledge of their cure,” I scheme of man's life. This is surely no idle word,

as Browning somewhere says. I Let but the facts upon which the Spiritualist founds
The eyes of a nation rise only to the level of its j his claim either to religion or philosophy be estab-

mothers. Nearly two thousand years ago eloquence fished, and behold, a new day will have dawned; for 
grew dumb before baby-wisdom and turned to reflee- I mankind something greater than the world has ever 
tive shades. The child in the manger! The mystery! I known will be born, and the .travail of the ages will

What but a mystery, a holy mystery is this sea of be accomplished.
souls that ebbs and flows between the shores of time | In the light of such a revelation all things mean 
and eternity? Souls sent to win the scepter of honor I must die!—at once the purest ethical system must 
and the shield of knowledge. I spring into being. Man, convinced that he is but

How often is it done? II we we the mothers set the I one in the endless chain of causation, visible and in
tender feet in the right path? Have we buckled the visible, mingling in every act and thought, in every 
armour tight for the contest? I hope and aspiration, with the myriads who. in the

In this fete of motherhood, being questioned, what I overwhelming vortex of the years, have lived and are 
answer can we give? | g© living, knowing as a fact that no act or word or

dittic.uk
tokecp.su
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may we not sit or work together in the peaceful wait
ing or striving of our souls, each cherishing his 
Christ and ideal of to-day, each welcoming the new
born Christ of to-morrow, giving them image and 
name and act, according to our highest hopes and 
needs?

“But the Christ of Jerusalem, the Christ of the 
fathers and the church may be outgrown and forgot
ten unless embalmed and preserved in creed or 
church, and so Cod's word and life be lost.'’ What 
shall we do betwixt the new voices and the old of the 
spirit? Let those who have fear or lack faith in the 
new voices of the Holy Ghost he nobly faithful to the 
old; Tis well for them. Even thus they best serve 
the Eternal and enter into the new Christ-life.

Lifted up by the dead and dying calls of last year's 
vigorous growth the new tree arises spreading its 
leaves and dowers and fruit wider and higher into the 
light and power of the new summer's day, for larger, 
richer harvests of life—so the soul grows new hope 
and faith, and deeds of religion standing on and 
reaching from the dead and dying calls of last year's 
growth. Does not the voice of the Eternal whisper 
“It is my way. It is well, know O little ones, you 
each subserve the same high end.” Let those whose 
faith and trust in the soul and eternal truth outruns 
the old, in the freedom of great hope and gladness go 
forward then to welcome the new-Christ born, 
whether in cattle-shed, fisherman's hut, or the. 
temple's “Holy of Holies.” Is the reality of religion 
limited to names or a church® Is the soul's stature 
always to wear the one stamp of Catholic or ortho
dox, or Christian or Unitarian? Surely it would be 
sad if God and the soul must be imprisoned and 
bound by the garments and toys of childhood’s 
growth. Yet is the childhood good. In the dawn of 
the new Christ-year, in joyful freedom and immortal 
hope, let us welcome the new day's light, opening to 
us the world's purest, richest treasures, the eternally 
ascending ideal and (’hrist of more and better life.

CHRISTMAS MUSINGS.
Br F. H. Bemis.

“And there were shepherds in the •Arne country 
abiding in the field, and keeping watch by night over 
their Hock. And an angel of the Lord stood by them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; 
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good tid
ings of great joy which shall bo to all the people; for 
there is born to you this day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this is the 
sign unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swad
dling clothes and lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude- of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men in whom he is well pleased.”—(Luke ii. 
3-15.)

This simple, hut beautiful story, incident to the 
birth of Christ, comes down to us as fresh and inspir
ing as on that first Christmas morning nearly nine
teen centuries ago, it came to the shepherds abiding 
in their tents on the Judean hills. Thebusy genera
tions of men have come and gone; cities, kingdoms 
and empires have arisen, fallen into decay, and passed 
away; monuments have crumbled into dust; but this 
simple pastoral story of the angel and the attendant 
“multitude of the heavenly host,” heralding the birth 
of Jesus remains. And on each recurring Christmas 
festival down through all the intervening centuries, 
the marvellous story has been repeated:

‘ ‘These are the ancient holy hills 
Where angels walked of old; 
This is the land our story tills 
With glory not yet told.”

It was on these same hills of Bethlehem that one 
thousand years before David in his youth had tended 
his flock. Holy hills! Aglow with precious and en
kindling memories, hallowing rock and stream! No 
wonder angels should appear under such conditions

to herald such an event, or that the glory of the Lord 
should shine round about them. No wonder there 
should be:

“Lighten thy hills Jerusalem!
The Savior now is horn
And bright on Bethlehem's joyous plains, 
Breaks the first Christmas morn.”

As I ponder upon this ancient story coming down 
from an age of myth and legend as it does. I cannot 
but imagine how a similar event related as occurring 
in our own day would be received by an unbelieving 
and materialistic church, which accepts this story of 
the Judean shepherds with such unquestioning cre
dulity. A church which two hundred years ago ascribed 
all spirit phenomena to Satanic agency, and which to
day denies and derides the possibility of any com
munion between the departed and those yet remaining 
on earth, it can believe angelic communications were 
possible to mortals nineteen centuries ago. It can 
believe this pastoral story of the shepherds, although 
they’ were “sore afraid,'1 and hence in no critical 
frame of mind. It can believe that angels, good an
gels, could come and commune with mortals then. 
It can believe that Joseph was warned by an angel in 
a dream. It can believe that an angel came and 
opened the doors of the common prison at Jerusalem 
and let the apostles out. It can believe that an angel 
came to Peter while in prison.. that before his spirit 
finger bolts and bars ilew bark and an iron gate opened 
at his touch. It can believe.anything and everything 
concerning spirit agency, provided it happens to be 
related in the Bible. It can believe that graves opened 
and gave up their dead. As to many of these ancient 
marvels. Spiritualists neither affirm nor deny. They 
concede the possibility of their occurrence because 
similar phenomena have occurred under their own 
observation and within their own experience. They 
believe in the continuity, perpetuity and consistency 
of spiritual law. They believe that throughout all 
time the spiritual world has impinged upon the mate
rial: that If communion between the. departed and 
those remaining yet on earth, has been possible in any 
age or country, or among any people-then it is pos
sible in all ages, in all countries and among all peo
ples. They do not doubt that marvellous, spiritual 
manifestations occurred in Judea long centuries ago,' 
but they do not believe such manifestations were 
miraculous or exceptional, because they believe in an 
infinite, eternal and immutable God; and therefore in 
unvarying and perpetual order and harmony. They 
believe in an established order and harmony in the 
spiritual realm, not less fixed and certain than in the 
material realm. If there be divine order and har
mony’ anywhere, then it must find its fullest, freest 
and divinest expression in that interior realm of the 
spiritual universe.

Spiritualists find, or believe limy find, evidence in 
confirmation of spiritual laws, order and harmony 
running through all the religions of the world-- none 
are without their witnesses of spirit return and spirit 
communion. Whatever is true of one. is measurably 
true of all.

Let us believe that the song of love and peace heard 
by the Judean shepherds nineteen centuries ago has 
not died away. The angel world is still repealing its 
song of peace and good will to the children of men:

“Still through the cloven skies they come.
With peaceful wings unfurled: 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing; 
And even o'er its Babel sound.* 
The blessed angels sing.

Yet with the woes of ire and strife 
The world has suffered long;

„ Beneath the angel's strain have rolled. 
Tw’O thousand years of wrong;
And man at war with man, hears not 
The love song which they bring;
Oh! hush the noise, ye men of strife.
And hear the angels sing.”

SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTMAS.
By A, M, Beecher.

As the Christmas tide approaches we are of late 
each year more and more inclined to question its real 
significance. For a long time the occasion has seemed 
in danger of lapsing into simply an opportunity for 
the display of lavish expenditure in gifts to those who 
would give in return. Now, however, we seem to see 
some signs of a reaction from the senseless to the 
more sensible, in the questioning# of many as to th# 
propriety of this almost exclusive mode of celebrating 
the advent of a personage who has given a name to 
millions and whose life and teachings are supposed to 
be the basis of all right living, of all moral training 
and indeed of all progress toward a higher eiviliza 
tion.

It is a question for more grave consideration than 
has yet been given it, whether the celebrations of any 
anniversaries of historic events or events relating to 
historic persons, are celebrated by methods or in ways 
that are at all commensurate with the significance of 
the events,

The anniversary of which we speak is, of all other# 
-if it has the historic or other importance which i# 
claimed for it--the one in which the real significance 
should be. most clearly brought out and the import of 
the occasion most scrupulously regarded. It at all 
events celebrates the advent of one of the most re
markable historic, characters of whom we have knowl
edge—one who is the acknowledged leader to whom 
these millions are supposed to look for precept and 
for example to be practicalized in each life, and 
whose utterances whether in. word or act are held 
sacred.

We naturally then turn back to scrutinize the life 
and teachings of this leader, asking what were the 
dominant ideas, the most conspicuous ideals of this 
chieftain.

In doing this I think we shall find, giving all el#e 
due prominence, that above and over all there were, 
as distinguishing traits in character and distinctive 
prominence In teaching, a true altruism and a uni
versal fraternity of feeling constantly crystalizing in 
acts of fellowship and benifleenee. To be his disciple 
then, in any true sense; to be his follower in any ac- 
eeptable manner, we must it would seem, not only 
give intellectual assent to his teachings, but be in 
constant practical acceptance . and illustrators of hi# 
philosophies. In no other way can the right to bear 
the name,to claim discipleship or to share the honor 
of vital relationship be demonstrated. To the propa
gation of the principles of justice, equality and fra
ternity did he give a life, which in its mundane form 
he relinquished rather than discontinue the teaching# 
and illustrations of these principles. To the law and 
to the testimony then we find /he key note of th# 
influence that has followed down the years, aye down 
the ages, for it was sounded in the first movement of 
life in the universe; love and giving as the expres
sion of love. By the Christmas reiterated the man
date, “Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself,” and 
to give it more personal direction he added the in
junction and admonition, “Love one another as I have 
loved you,” “for I have given you an example that 
ye should do as I have done unto you.” “By 
this shall all men know that ye arc my disciples if ye 
have love one to another.” “If ye love me keep my 
commandments/’ Tests these of discipleship.

To all then to whom the Christmas anniversary 
means anything commemorative there comes the per
tinent query, are the teachings, aye the absolute in
junctions of the one who alone can give significance 
to the occasion, being regarded even in the celebra
tion intended to commemorate his history and per
petuate the memory of his individuality.

His precepts were,give! His example was give and 
give in love and in the recognition of the oneness of 
all humanity. If indeed there is but one source, in
finite, eternal, “One God and Father of us all,” then 
in fact, “All ye are brethren and as members of on# 
family equal right to all opportunity, the right to all 
that is possible of attainment or achievement—al
ways in recognition of the equal right# of all other#—- 
should be the dower of oa«h child of th# on# Father.
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Not only this, but In recognition of this oneness and 
In obedience to the precepts of the groat exemplar of 
inherent rights we are bound to illustrate our recog
nition ot relationships by the brotherly, the fraternal 
kindnesses which must spring spontaneously from 
such true and vital recognition.

Judged by all ordinary modes, have wea-a people, 
calling ourselves by the name of him whose advent 
we celebrate, any right to the title of Christian? Do 
the altruistic principles lived and taught by the 
Christ have any vital part in the proceedings of our 
lives as a whole'? Are tht' preventable poverties and 
crimes from which us the one family each member has 
the-right to be protected, illustrating our title to the 
honor of being called Christians? Is the inhuman 
selfishness and greed that lie at the bottom of our 
monopolies and trusts an exemplification of the Christ, 
doctrine of loving and giving? Du even our so-called 
charities of every name and kind illustrate the free, 
brotherly giving spi rit that would entitle us to the 
communion and companionship uf the true disciple? 
Does the display of costly gifts, all too often the pro
duct of unwarrantable economies or of culpable ex
travagance. give true tone to the celebration of the 
natal day of him who gave him.-elf in all his lib* to 
those who were in need of daily ministrations of men
tal, moral and physical nutriment? ft is the spirit of 
the Christ lived, and that only which should give the 
right to assume the name of Christian. It is only in 
the spirit of the Christ that we should venture as his 
followers to celebrate his nativity as the founder of 
our faith and practice. ' Tip* poor ye have always 
with you.” nor should we forget Un* unutterable pov
erty of the spiritual mendicant.

A SPIRIT INTERVIEWED.
ID the aether of -The Chi r< n Kepi rlh." 

HL
Que*.- “By examination you pre the -ame con

scious self with that in this (ik. having tut intellect, 
will, and sensibilities?”

Ans.—"Yes.”
Q.."You are possessed of a spiritual body: if so. 

is it identically the same you possessed in this life?”
A.----Undoubtedly the same in every respect.”
Q.-.-W:b it coextensive in organization with your 

earthly body, sustaining the relation, say of an inner 
wrapping to the earthly, us an outer encasement, for 
instance, like the nut lo the hull of tin* nut. and as 
distinctly separate?“

A.—--That is the way you would look at it.”
Q.—"Can the spirit-body so encased, for the time, 

get out of the earthly body without causing what we 
call death, returning to it at will: and admitting such 
phenomenon, does it often occur?”

A.— "The phenomenon as you are pleased to style 
it occurs, and I. may say not infrequently.”

Q,_“We are now ready for consciousness, some
thing physicists are at wist on at present, tell me. are 
there two consciousnesses to the same intelligence, 
i. c. the upper or sense, and the lower of thought- 
consciousness? De careful now.”

A.—“Counsdousness is two-fold or double."
Q.—"Which is the true consciousness?”
A.--“The thought-consciouness.”
Q....-Distinguish, please.”
A.—"We have in .spirit-life tho same, processes of 

thinking and sensing as you have: that is, we retain 
onr mental identity. Wc, are surrounded by objects 
here which correspond to objects with you. external 
to consciousness: it is. *0 to speak, the outer and 
inner life.”

Q.— "You possess, therefore, for the exercise of 
the sense-consciousness what corresponds to our phy
sical senses: that is, you have the sense of hearing, 
seeing, smelling, feeling, tasting: arc these real or
gans of sensation?"

A.— “As real to us as year’s are to you.”
Q__ “It is inferred that these senses are used in 

connection with the upper consciousness. Take the 
expression 'things which arc equal to the same thing 
are equal to each other;1 do you apprehend it by in
tuition, or do yon relate the mental process to the 

sense consciousness?”

A.—"I catch it by intuition.”
Q.—“Does menmrybelongtothe lower or thought- 

consciousness?”
A. — ‘ • Undoubled ly. ”
Q. - “You still have a conscience, ns the sense or 

senser of right and wrong: if you do wrong does it 
pain you with remorse? ’

A.— “It does.”
Q- “Grouping three questions in one. can you in

crease its sensitiveness; or dimish the same by con- 
the same by continuous wrong-doing: is conscience 
quickened by being, per se. in the spirit-state?”

A. -“Yes. yes, yes."
Q. "You may stiffer menially there ;e here: i> it 

due ehietly to the tortures of coHsehmce? If so. may 
it be regarded as the main punisher of violated 
law?"

A. 'To all of which 1 mud >ay. yes "
Q. “Conscience. then, long asleep here wakes up 

at. the event of death (?) to get in its work?"
A. - "You will lind it so.”
<1.... "Lot us make a jump from psychic to physic. 

Is the circulation of the blood flue to more than tin: 
muscular action of the heart?"

A.-- - To muscular action, the attraction of the 
capillaries, and more.”

Q "1> it by tin; force of spirit or what we. may 
call the life principle?"

A. “Not entirely by spirit-force.”
Q. “Is it by the direct intervention of the will of 

the Creator. or by the force, >aj of gravitation?”
A.- By a force something like gravitation: to 

speak strictly, spirit-force mediately induces the in
voluntary motion of the heart, but the processes are 
not intelligible lo your understanding: what is intel
ligible to us may be a mystery to embodied intelli
gences."

This interview mot for the present rinse the 
series. But the mere excerptri from a budget of cor
respondence, they will show to those who may he in
terested in such lines of thought to what length 
topics of this and of a like nature may be extended. 
I should delight to have the reader spend an evening 
with me in conversation with my unseen visitant, and 
question her at leisure concerning the mysteries shut 
out by the thin veil of the material. To the spiritual- 
minded. withal,come these super-sensuous visitations. 
Spiritual things are spiritually discerned, and the 
dm>MNk.'nt belongs in esse to the refinement of the 
crass into the ethereal, true of all living in our 
deeds as in the thinking of our thoughts.

THE TOTALITY OF TRE INDIVIDUAL MIND.
There are facts which go to show that the ordinary 

self- the self to which belong the conscious will and 
the conscious memory, the seif which we are accus
tomed to regard as the totality of the individual mind —■ 
is not our complete mental being. Below the thresh
old of the habitual consciousness, below the surface 
of the ordinary working life, is the sub-conscious 
part of our nature, —thought, feeling, and will which 
are not consciously recognized by the self of common 
experience,—an unknown category to which may be. 
referred telepathic and clairvoyant impressions. 
These impressions are conveyed in a peculiar manner 
to the ordinary consciousness by the consciousness 
beneath the threshold,.. the subliminal consciousness, 
as it has been very appropriately called by Mr, F. W. 
H. Myers.

The ordinary eonseiooncss is evidently but one of 
several elements which constitute the complete con
sciousness. Two or more distinct trains of memory, 
feeling, and will, as is well known, may co-exist in 
the same individual. In some cases the secondary 
consciousness is more continuous than the primary 
consciousness. The hypnotic trance and double con
sciousness are probably the disordered workings of a 
stratum of self which is essential to the complete in
dividuality.

To what extent docs the sub-conscious or sublim
inal self influence direct us? Awakened from the 
hypnotic trance, a subject in a perfectly normal con
dition will do what he was directed to do in the 
trance, never doubting that he is acting of his own 
volition. May not a man’s acts, those determined 
upon and performed by his ordinary self, bo initiated 
by some stratum of self which lies outside the con
scious will, which forms no part of th® stream of con

sciousness in which he habitually lives? This stratum 
of self is probably just as actively conscious as is the 
self of conscious experience, existing, we may sup
pose, in some kind of co-ordination with the organ
ism, and forming a part of the total individuality. * *

The human mind has powers and capacities not 
dreamed of in the old philosophies and psychologies, 
and the movements in which some of them are ex
ternalized, although apparently automatic to the or
dinary consciousness, are nevertheless conscious and 
volitional to the stratum of intelligence from which 
they originate, and all the conscious states arc prob
ably comprised in the human mind, which, though it 
seems to be made up of a whole platoon of personali
ties, is an indivisible, individual unity, having its 
basis, not in the fleeting world of phenomena, but in 
the world of reality, which underlies all the changing 
scenes of nature, in the noumenui world. Thus on 
one side man is linked to that which is permanent 
and eternal; on the other, to that which is phenom
enal. relative, and transient. —B. F. Underwood in 
The Psychical Review.

THE PITCHER OF TEARS. 
By F.

Didst cv.-r fear 
The legend chi. 
That to sorrowing mothers 
So oft was tub I, 
How the huh- earth child 
Was bcekousH away.
Tn join the angel 
Children ;u play 
In the tb-Ms 
of Paradise, with Ikwrs 

gay:

And th- xhc-mhs went, 
Aud the seasons cam«c 
But H“<r from her heart 
W^ul the mother's pain.

In tlm said- robes 
of grief arrayed. 
Iler weary steps 
ht the garden strayed. 
Where oft tn the past 
Went- her Hn’c maid.

"My little «mc'S gone," 
ih" cried in despair: 
Bui scarce had her voice 
Died away on the air. 
When a silvery light 
o'er the garden spread, 
And a baud of children. 
With airy tread.
Passed gear, 
By a lovely angel led.

Tlm mother knelt 
In mute surprise: 
Each bright face scanned 
With eager jy^s.
As on they passed 
Wiihjlaucmg feet 
To the call of the angers 
Voice so sweet.

A. W.
“<do WilerC <01. where! 
Is my lithe maid fair?" 
She cried to the vanishing 

bat »d 
lAWOBfe

A iow lath-cry. 
And sin- saw 
Her pretty one stand 
In 1he shadow gray 
of the garden wall. 
Shu could not answer 
Th*- angel's raid 
Nor on with th** children go. 
For she held in her hand 
A heavy jar, 
That continually did o’rc 

itay.

With pleading eves, 
And reproachful tone. 
She said; “Mother, dear, 
I am ahm.- 
hi (In shadow
Which thy grief hasthrown; 
Tie- jar with thy b ars 

iMWiuungA^
Awl He- eliibln h 

(lo, ever on before."

A radiant smi>, 
A joyous my. 
Atal the mother 
To her child did fly. 
But ere she reached 
Her little one, 
A merry tow1 
Of laughter rung; 
The heavy jar 
In fragments lay, 
As with nimbi'- i'- et 
She danced a.way 
In the silvery liirht 
Of the heavenly day.

Agitation in favor of the abolition of the Royal 
Buekhounds has been greatly strengthened by a 
cruel hunt which took place recently. A couple of 
deer were taken from Windsor to Marlow, twenty 
miles away, and one of them was let loose. It proved 
to be a poor spirited animal, however, and after trot
ting aimlessly about for awhile with a crowd of small 
boys and men at its heels, it took refuge dead heat in 
a farmyard shed. The other deer was then untied 
and turned out, and was even less satisfactory from a 
sportman’s point of view. Instead of taking to the 
open country, as any well-conditioned animal should 
have done, it ran into the outskirts of the town and 
finally got entangled in a barbed-wire fence. Here it 
hung for a time, with the hounds close behind, and 
when it extricated itself it ran around the Held with 
blood pouring from its wounded flanks and from its 
mouth; it finally fell down in a dying condition, and 
the nearest butcher came and drove his knife into its 
heart. This is the misnamed royal sport, for the 
continuance of which aristocrats and Windsor trades^ 
men recently petitioned the Queen.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS.
Merry Christmas is here again. Home puts on its 

holiday attire, Santa (Haus the mysterious, comical, 
delightful old fellow, makes his calls and leaves his 
gifts; and the little ones, who live tilled with wonder 
in a writable fairy land at this time, are exuberant 
with joy. In the poorest homes the faces of fathers 
and mothers lose somewhat their usual care-worn ex- 
pressinn and in the most selfish hearts there is awak- 
ened a sympathetic, friendly and generous feeling.

Christmas is a day of giving and receiving gifts, 
tokens of remembrance and friendship. It is a day 
of goad fellowship the advent of which warms the 
heart with good nature and gladsomeness—the pre
dominant sentiment of the day. The joyous Christ
mas festival throws about the departing year a soft 
and beautiful influence, like the sunsetglow of depart
ing day.

Of the day .of Jesus’ birth nothing whatever is 
known. The early church had no Christmas. It was 
interested in the resurrection, not in the date of the 
birth of Jesus. There, was no mention of Christmas 
as the 25th of December until hundreds of years 
after Christ. The first appointment of the day 
was by Pope Julius 350 A. D., and the reason for its 
selection is to be found in the Pagan festival of the 
Saturnalia which began December 17th and extended 
to December 25th. The Saturnalia was a festival ob
served. by the Romans in honor of the good Saturn, 
whom Lucian introduces giving an account of the 
ceremonies observed on this occasion; “During my 
whole reign which lasts but one week, no public busi
ness is done: there is nothing but drinking, singing, 
playing, creating imaginary kings, placing servants 
with their masters at table. There shall be no dis
putes or reproaches, but the rich and poor, masters 
and slaves shall be equal.”

Gifts of money were given by the Romans at the 
Paganalia, a name which alludes to villages (pagi) a 
certain number of which were appointed by the em
peror. In each an altar was raised for annual sacri
fices to their tutelar gods. The Pagnalia occurred 
near the beginning of the year. The coins were hid 
in earthen pots or boxes: hence the origin of the 
English Christmas box, which is now the name for the 
present which the box was formerly used to contain. 
Santa Claus who is supposed to visit children on 
Christmas Eve, is the Dutch form of the name of St. 
Nicholas, the patron saint of children. According to 
a medlmval legend, he once saved the daughters of a 
nobleman from disgrace by throwing a mass of gold 
into the ’nouse in the night time. Hence presents were 
put into the shoes of children in tht night time on 
the Feast of St. Nicholas which came on the 6th of 
December, that they might suppose them to be 
the gifts of St. Nicholas. When the modern stocking 
came into use. about two hundred years ago, it was 
substituted for the shoe as a. more convenient recep
tacle, and. the custom has become fixed on Christmas 
day.

Scholars are generally agreed that Jesus was not 
born in the year A. D. 1. but, strange us it it seems, 
that he was born B. (I 4. In other words he was 
born probably during the liftdime of Herod and in the 
year A. U. C. 750. which was four years earlier than 
A. D. 1. The “Christian Era” owes its origin to a 
Roman ecclesiastic, Dionysian Exigaus. in the year 
A. I). 525.

All this, however, is of but little importance. In 
the popular mind the 25th of December is con
nected with the birth of Jesus and we can all join in 
paying to his memory that tribute of admiration and । 
gratitude- which his moral and spiritual worth will 
ever command among the sons of men. His pure life, ’ 
his beautiful spirit, h&unselfish devotion to humanity ; 
and his tragic death, brought about by the orthodoxy ■ 
of his times, should make us all glad to unite in cele
brating his memorial day.

To the (’hristian church this festival commemorates : 
the incarnation of God, “God manifest in the flesh,” ‘ 
for the redemption of fallen man. Spiritualists and " 
rationalists generally—those who believe in the uni- ‘ 
formity and universality of law and causation—with- :

out accepting the dogma that God became specially tion, according to the scientific method, she knows 
and literally incarnate in the body of one man, Jesus, the importance of putting what she presents for pub- 
can nevertheless join in the commemoration of the lie acceptance upon a scientific basis and sustaining it 
birth of that great teacher, and at the same time be- I by evidences and arguments which will bear thedos- 
lieve in the larger incarnation of the Eternal Spirit eat scrutiny. It is due her many friends and admir- 
in every soul that lives ami in the race of man as a I era, who know of her past work and methods, that
whole. she give them something more than mere assertion, 

if she wishes them to accept the statements which she 
MRS. BESANT AND THEOSOPHICAL CLAIMS. I m‘ei,h ''effard 10 fc ®lrawlli"»J- performance- 

and achievements of the adepts of theosophy.
Mrs. Annie Besant's lectures, given in this city re- I

eently, awakened considerable interest among those LAST WORDS OF THE DYING
interested in well subjects. Sho came here and Bnportanco Is attached by many to the’w words 
spoke under tho auspices of the Theosophical Society nU(,rca Wm the ^ takcil .(s |li# (rom fc ,W(U 
and the lectures were an efforts establish the claims They are supposed to have a aigniliennco, in some 
of theosophy upon the impregnable basis of science. caije8 roveaUng gUmp3(M of U)b (lltll,.t(, wHh wM,;h 
The lecturer presented some of the latest results of „„ other mrdj in |itc U|)le yf fc intUvidnnl aro 
scientific investigation and some of the speculations investoa. The w wdj of a ^ manv Mn. 
of able thinkers and endeavored to show their cor- guished mcn aR) „„ refflA Ttal „ .^ wp_
respondent with the views of the ancient teachers of r(J8pond wlth what waa saj(| cann(,t in mm. M 
theosophy. She emphasized the claim that the teach- Miw, n js not unt.1)mm„n f,„. th(, ^ of tho 
ingsof mon like Crookes are identical with those of dying to be. misunderstood or. from one reason and 
Roger Bacon and with those, earlier taught by «>° Wrther, to 1» misrepresented n^
theosophical teachers of antiquity. Undoubtedly trough the prejudices, convictions, or desires 5 the 
there was a great deal of good thought in tho lee- witneBSCS, mfelJ misconstrued, given a meaning, 
tores. Mrs. Besant's careful studies of seieneo when thoy w any dtslin,.tme.uli„g. whj(!h ras„w(11. 
through a mimborof years., when she was a mate- intonill!d by lhM who utte,,,d tllum. 1MllbtIcS8 tbo 
rialist, are of valuable service to her now in ingoni-1 thoughts in the mind before dissolution are suggested 
ously and plausibly supporting theosophical claims I oflen hy tho environment, by what is seen or spoken 
and harmonizing them with the latest utterances of ;n their presence, or the thoughts uttered may be re- 
scientilie men, but it must be said that for the most vjved ()r suggested by sensati ms produced by the 
>art, her lecture would have been just as strong, her physical change which the body is undergoing. Some- 

thought just as valuable, her utterances just as elo- times impressions made in youth are revived. In 
quent. if the thought advanced hud been labeled SOIne cases tho expressions are of the most trivial 
Spiritualism, instead of theosophy. In proof of tho character and not in accord with the solemnity of tho 
special distinguishing doctrines of theosophy, sho ad- acene and hour. Such words should never be taken
vanned nothing worthy to be called proof. Indeed as ^c jn<jex of the dying person's character. The 
the weakest point of her lecture was the effort she expressions of thought in the hours of health and 
made to answer the question, often propounded, as to mental composure are of much more importance than 
why experts in theosophical science do not make those made in the last hours or moments before phy- 
cnown to the world the great powers they possess, ^^ dissolution, when the mind is clouded and dis- 
such as that of communicating at great distances by I tur"bed. by bodily conditions, sometimes to such an 
means of letters, ehelaa and other unusual methods, extent that it is utterly deranged or entirely uncon- 
She said that such knowledge, if possessed commonly, ^ous. n js nevertheless interesting to note every- 
was very liable to be abused and that evil would thing pertaining to distinguished characters, and 
come from the exercise of it. She instanced the evil I yjeir last words are of course treasured up, remem
effects of knowledge of electricity as shown in the | beretl and repeated.
power to use it to further gambling, and thereby to Napoleon, the great general, a few moments before 
cause los? and ruin to thousands. The occult knowl- hig death, raised himself in his bed and savagely said, 
edge, if possessed by many, would be used to the det- ,lt-tc a'at.mw?,« He then lapsed uw> unconsciousness, 
riment of mankind. She apparently did not realize William Pitt expired with the words. “My country’ 
that her arguments were against the value and appli- How 1 love my country!” referring possibly to come 
cation of the use of electricity, which in fact has Lf his miscarried plans. Douglas Jerrold’s last words 
been one of the greatest civilizers of the mod-1 werCf “I feel as one who is waiting and waited for.” 
ern world, bringing nations closely together, practi- .q die learning,” was the noble utterance of the phi- 
eally annihilating space and thereby increasing tho I losophor J. R. Green. Goethe murmured something 
common interests and the brotherhood of men to an j about a beautiful woman’s Pace and exclaimed, “Light, 
extent that has been done in the same space of time fnoro light.” The Earl of Beaconsfield, shortly be- 
by no other agency which can be named. Even if it fore his death, tried to speak but hi> lips moved in 
is true that the occult power would be wrongly ap- silence. “Happy, supremely happy,” exclaimed Lord 
plied by certain persons, think of- the vast amount of Lyndhurst when ho was dying. Swift said, “1 am 
good that would be accomplished by such means of wbat I am. I am what I am,” twice, as he passed 
communication, as is said to be possible to the adepts awav. Daniel Webster, on the night of his departure 
in occult science; and the very commoness of the I Haid. “Sleep: I am asleep already. I am talking in 
knowledge possessed would, in a short time, measura- I my sleep.” “I am so weary,” remarked Lord Law-
bly diminish the amount of resulting evil, the same as renee as he passed away. The last utterance of
to-day the general exercise of man’s intellectual I Hannah More was, “Joy,*1 and thut of Sir James
powersand the extension of their influence by numer- Mackintosh, the historian, “Happy.” Delugny, the
ousarts and devices prevent a few securing their ad- mathematician, when dying was asked, “What is the
vantage at the expense, of the many. square of twelve?” Although he. had failed to racog-

If theosophy is to have any future among discri mi- nize anybody about him, he mechanically answered, 
nating thinkers it must submit its claims to the pro- “One hundred and forty-four.” It is related of Lord 
cess of verification. It will not do for a few individ- Tenderden, an eminent English judge, that when he 
uals to assert the existence of wonderful powers known had been delirious for a long time, talking ineoher- 
only to themselves. They must prove their claims ently, but a few moments before his death he raised 
and they must prove them before those who are com- himself in bed and as usual in summing up his charge 
potent to judge as to the value of the proof. Mrs. I in important jury eases, was heard to exclaim, “And 
Besant is a lady whose past life and whose intellect- now, gentlemen, you may consider your verdict.” He 
ual abilities command for her great respect and secure I then fell back dead. “Good-day and adieu,” said 
for her a hearing, which she otherwise could not ob- Boileau. “It will be a long adieu.” He then im- 
tain. She is vastly superior to the great mass of | mediately expired. Dickens while at work upon his 
those who are identified with theosophy, that is, in last book had the fit come upon him which resulted in 
the capacity of teachers and leaders. Since she has I his death. His sister-in-law asked him to lie down, 
herself been an advocate of science and of investiga- I when ho distinctly said, “les, on tho ground.” Then
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he slid from her arms to the floor and his story of 
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood," was never completed. 
Phelps, a renowned actor, who had a superstitious 
horror of the word farewell, while he was acting 
“Wolsey'’ and uttering the sentence containing “Fare
well, a long farewell to all my greatness, ” broke down 
and expired before the end of the play. A noted 
Indian chief who died at Washington, revealed his 
vanity perhaps by saying, “When lam dead, fire the 
big guns over me." The last words of Captain Lawrence 
in the memorable battle of the Chesapeake and Shan
non, ‘ Don’t give up the ship!" although the ship had 
to be given up, served as a watchword to American 
seamen in many a hard fought battle afterwards. “I 
am not going to die, am I?" Charlotte Bronte asked 
her husband after a few months of married life. “He 
will not separate us so soon. We have been so hap. 
py.” It seems all the more sad, when we consider her 
former life. “Is your mind at ease?" Oliver Gold
smith was asked by his doctor. He replied. “No, it is 
not." Joseph Addison, shortly before his death, 
called his dissolute stepson to his bedside and said, 
“I have sent for you that you may see how a Chris
tian may die." Humboldt exclaimed a short time be
fore he expired, ‘ How grand these rays! They seem 
to beckon earth to heaven", referring to the sun shin
ing brightly in the next room. Cowper, one of the 
most pious and devout of all our poets, asked how he 
felt on his deathbed, replied, “Feel? I feel unuttera
ble, unutterable despair." Voltaire, a few hours be
fore he expired was approached by a cure of St. 
Sulpice who spoke to him of Jesus Christ. Voltaire, 
though somewhat in stupor, opened his eyes and with 
a gesture waved the priest away anti said, “Let me 
die in peace.” A few moments before he died, he 
raised himself, pressed the hand of Moran and said, 
“Adieu, my dear Moran, I am dying." These were 
his last words. Paine's last words are given as fol
lows: “I have no wish to believe on this subject," in 
reply to the question of his physician, Dr. Manley, 
who was a devout Christian. “Do you wish to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ?" To a dying schoolmaster 
is attributed these words: “It grows dark, boys, you 
may go home."

Spiritualism gives to its believers the satisfaction of 
the conviction that the clouds which darken the mind 
during its transition disappear, and that the freed 
spirit, in a light brighter than that of earth, sees with 
a clearer vision than is possible in a tenement of clay.

TRUE SPIRITUALISM.
The Journal has many times emphasized the dis

tinction between Spiritualism and spiritism. Spirit
ism includes only belief in the existence of and com
munication with spirits, discarnate intelligencies, 
good or evil, or both. There is nothing in this belief 
that necessarily elevates or refines, nothing in it that 
insures high purpose or purity of life, but Spiritual
ism involves a much highei' conception. It includes 
the belief in the existence of the soul after what is 
called death, in communion between this mundane 
sphere and other spheres beyond this plane of life, 
together with spirituality or a spiritual life. A spir
itual life is a life of lofty thought, of aspiration, and 
of character and conduct which realize spiritual 
ideals. A true Spiritualist is one who lives in the 
region of high thought, in the atmosphere of a moral 
life, whose mind arises above the trammels of passion 
and finds its most congenial satisfaction in the enjoy
ments of the intellect and heart. A true Spiritualist 
is a religious person in the highest sense of the word- 
Religion does not consist merely in certain dogmas or 
in practicing certain rites and ceremonies. It con
sists rather in a recognition of the universal power 
in whieh we live, and in an aim and aspiration to 
bring ourselves in harmony with the constitution of 
things. This constitution is in its essential nature 
spiritual and moral, for God is, to use Matthew 
Arnold’s expression “the Power not ourselves that 
makes for righteousness.” One may believe in spir
itism, that is, in the facts and phenomena which at
tract the attention of so many and yet have little 
spirituality, be quite deficient in those high qualities 
which are the crown of manhood and womanhood.

One who has nothing better to boast of than the mere 
fact that he believes in spirits and has beli«’vd in 
them many years, has no claim to distinction or to 
merit on that ground. The same is true of millions 
who have not emerged from a condition of barbarism. 
What is essential is that from this belief be elimin
ated whatever is crude and gross, that it be purified 
by the character of the possessor and that it be ac
companied by high living as well us noble thinking. 
Let Spiritualists attach less importance to the phe
nomena and lay more stress upon the intellectual and 
moral aspects of their philosophy and they will find 
attracted to Spiritualism a larger number of truly 
spiritual men and women than is possible when these 
high qualities are to such an ex tent ignored and the 
mere facts and phenomena of spiritism are pushed 
into the foreground and given the prominence as they 
are among the uncultivated classes. What is in
sisted upon here is the importance of adding to belief 
in spiritism a recognition of the spiritual and the em
bodiment of it in practical life. Then will true Spir
itualism be realized.

PSYCHICAL SCIENCE CONGRESS NOTES.
Syracuse. N. Y.. November 2*. isp2.

Prof. Elliott Coues Dear Sir: Through some 
delay in forwarding, your letter of November 7th, 
directed to Denver, has just reached me. 1 did not 
know until reading it that I had been nominated a 
member of the Advisory Council of the Psychical 
Science Congress. I shall be glad to accept the posi
tion. and will do whatever I can to promote the ends 
of the Congress. With sincere respect.

Yours truly.
(Mrs.) Ellen M, Mitchell.

The Evening Stail Wamhngton. D. ( ., /
November 2s, |n92. (

Prof. Elliott Cm es Dear Sir; With great 
pleasure 1 accept your invitation to membership in 
the Advisory Council of the Psychical Science Con
gress. While not hoping to contribute anything of 
value to the work. I feel an interest in the purpose of 
the Congress whieh makes it particular agreeable to 
me to be associated with It.

There can be no higher subject of investigation than 
that proposed by this Congress. Ignorance guards 
the way with mystery, superstition and prejudice, hut 
these things should never retard tho pursuit of knowl
edge and truth. It seems to me that the least result 
that can follow from the work of this Congress must 
be of Immense value to the thinking world.

Very truly yours,
John P, Miller.

4G E. Twenty-first Street, New York. / 
December 2, 1892. V

Dr. R. Hodgson -Dear Suu I have your letter of 
November 28th, inviting me to become a member of 
the Advisory Council of the Psychical Science Con
gress. I accept the invitation if I cun be of any ser
vice in the humblest way. The subject of Psychical 
Research is ’one of extreme importance at this mo
ment, and I deem it the duty of every person to pro
mote it in every way in his power, either by collecting 
evidence, observing his own experiences, or if he can
not do this, helping the societies by membership, se
curing members, and furnishing funds for prosecuting 
their labors. The old Greek saying, “Know thyself," 
has a new significance in the light of modern PsychL 
cal Research. Yours sincerely,

M. L. Holbrook.
Dr. Holbrook is just about as near right as any

body can be, and we hope every member of the Coun
cil will take his words to heart.

The name of “Eleanor Kirk," who contributes to 
his number of The Journal, is prominent in New 

York literary circles. Mrs- Ames is deeply interested 
in Psychical Research, and writes very much to the 
point:

Brooklyn, N. Y., December#, 1892.
Prof. Elliott Coues—Dhar Sir: Your invitation 

to Membership In the Advisory Council of the Psy

chical Science Congress was duly received and is 
gratefully accepted. Yours very truly.

Eleanor Kirk Ames.

Of Renan it is said that whenever he went into 
society he was sure to be. die center of an admiring 
crowd of Judies. Ernest Renan was certainly not 
handsomq. His exceeding corpulence, the tallow-like 
hue of his complexion, his bushy gray eyebrows and 
spare gray hair, his daw-shaped hands and long nails 
did not compose a very attractive exterior: but there 
was more than enough in the subtle eharm of his man
ner and the melodious, flow of his conversation to 
make up for all outward ddhdences. Moreover, 
Renan liked female society, and his admiration for the 
feminine character was boundless. In common with 
many great men feminine influences preponderated in 
his life, his mother, the hard-working Bretonne, earn
ing a precarious living by dealing out groceries to vil
lage customers; his sister, who at an early age as
sumed the burden of the family responsibilities, and 
finally his wife, whom he fondly loved. He tells, us 
how. as a boy. he preferred being with little girls to 
playing with those of his own sex. “I was twelve or 
thirteen. I did not fathom the secret of the attrac
tion they had for me....... The sentiment they in
spired was tinged with something akin to pity. 1 
measured my own intellectual superiority: but from 
that time forward I comprehended that the woman 
who is either very beautiful or very good resolves the 
problem of which, with all the force of our brain
power, we make, onlv a muddle."

An analytic study of suicides in five New England 
States, Maine excepted, embracing about, Gmoo eases 
reported since |85u, has lately engaged the attention 
of Dr. Davis R. Dewey, and has been reprinted from 
the publications of the American statistical associa
tion. Dr. Dewcv has managed tn arrange a number 
of interesting facts concerning an interesting theme. 
His authorities are found In the registration reports 
of Massachusetts, LsoU-Sp; Connecticut. I85G-8U; 
Rhode Island, 1 Nod-slh Vei muni. 1 SGG-su: New Hamp
shire. b8N;hs‘j. As yet Maine has no system of regis
tration. The suicidal tendency in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut has been steadily increasing during the 
past twenty years: in Vermont there has been a gen
eral advances while in Rhode Island no tendency 
cither way can be observed. In New England as a 
whole, however, suicides, in Dr. Dewey's judgment, 
have increased from 3<» to H* per rent since I860. In 
Massachuset ts t he proportion of suicides to the. million 
of inhabitants increased from tip to *30.a during the 
period of 1851-85. in Connecticut it increased dur
ing the period of 1856-85 from (Jo.fi to 1ii:L3. Singu
larfacts in this connection are that suicides declined 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut during the civil 
war. and that there was no increase in the rate dur
ing the panic year of 187X The decline during the 
war accords with the facts observed by students of 
this subject in Europe, but the phenomenon associated 
with the panic year does not seem to admit a ready 
explanation.

In Our Dumb Animals, George T. Angell, the edi
tor. writes: Can our readers think of any four or 
forty other questions half so important.so far as this 
world is concerned as the four following which we 

.have proposed for discussion at “A World’s Humane 
Congress” at the Chicago World's Exposition, and to 
the consideration of which we would invite the atten
tion of the leading Christian men and women of the 
world? 1. How to abolish wars and great stand
ing armies? 2. How to settle and stop the con
flicts between capital and labor? 3. How to nip in 
the bud the pestilences that now sweep over the 
earth? I. How to humanely educate the people 
of all nations for the prevention of cruelty both to 
our own and the lower races?

A r a meeting of the French Biological Society it was 
shown that the lines on the thumbs of epileptic patients 
differed from those of healthy people. They are un- 
symmetrical from right to left.
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CHRISTMAS SAILS’
By Ella Dark.

Around Ihe world, a spaceless sea, 
Whose surging billows beat, 
Upon the shores of human thought, 
And on whose crested waves ride free, 
Of ships—a mighty fleet, 
With precious freightage duly fraught!
These sails of life a pilot bear, 
Whose guidance, brave and sure, 

* Will tiring tile treasures safe to port.
That all who will, these gems may wear. 
Whose lustre is more pure 
Than those of any kingly court!
You ask what are these jewels bright';
And what the pilot's name?
And where tin* port in which they land; 
And of the sea, whose molten might 
Will bear this endless train— 
And of the Captain in command?

O, these jewels bright 
With their lustr'ous light. 

Are wrought by one supreme skill!
In the templed dome 
Of the soul alone. 

The Master may do his will'
All these jewels rare, 
That with none compare.

Are set in the heart's own gold; 
And the carvings line, 
Are of love divine, 

And traced with a grace untold:
And the spaceless sea, 
With its waters free, 

Is Cause in its ceaseless course;
Ami its tidal flow, 
Front the. high to low. 

Is Life in creative force!
And the pilot's name 
Is all lettered plain, 

Ou each of the ships that sails,- - 
On the ships that bear 
All these treasures where 

The Christ,und his peace prevails!
Tn the humble cot 
In the lonely spot, 

The Master may bring his best;
For the simplest thing, 
By the great gift-king, 

Is measured by love's own test!
And the Captain's word. 
Can be always heard, 

As vessels are drawing near— 
In the name of geod. 
And of brotherhood.

Let peace, and its joy dwell here!
And the heart's own fort 
Guards the, mystic port, 

Where cheer and its cargo comes;
Whilst the pulsing air, 
Waves a banner there. 

O'er Christ and his “little, ones?"

The practical yet theological spirit 
of the age is nowhere more clearly 
shown than in the utilitarian use made 
of our national holidays. Our fast 
days are becoming simply days on 
which we refrain from tyrannous toil; our 
Fourth of Julys are devoted to a letting-off 
of the repressed steam of our exubereut 
national vitality; Thanksgiving days have 
become only days devoted to the household 
Lares and Penates; and Christmas, from 
a day of reverent but rather frigid com
memoration of the birth of the Savior of 
men, has come to signify, to every pro
gressive and loving soul, the advent and 
altimate triumph of a grand and glorious 
principle rather than the deification of a 
man. To-day, Christmas embodies an eth
ical idea, emanating, it is true, from the 
ultruistic conception involved in the mar
tyrdom of the Christ, an idea which the so- 
called spirit of this age would call simply 
"the joy of giving.” The truism, which 
with many other undeniable truisms finds 
prominent place in the Scriptures, that “it 
is more blessed to give than to receive,” 
we find to be as true to-day as when the 
thought first took form in utterance. 
Now-ad ays, the church dogmas grow
ing and of the selfsacrifice of Christ 
are, in a great measure, submerged 
in a general outpouring of the spirit 
of altruism,—the joy of giving. The 
majority of the? poverty-stricken people, 
wandering amid the glittering maze of 
Christmas displays in all our stores, do 
not, as a rule, stop to regret that, in all 
probability, they may be forgotten in the

general gift distribution of the sweet 
Christmas morning, but instead feel a pang 
of disappointment and sorrow as they 
count the contents of their scanty purses, 
because the meagre sum they possess will 
go so short a way in the coveted joy of 
giving. This phase of latter-day altruism 
is certainly not a result of the vaunted 
Puritanism of New England, for Christmas 
in the days of the Puritan fathers was a 
festival mainly observed by the Catholic 
church, and New England Orthodoxy had 
such a horror at that time of the “Scarlet 
Woman” and all her belongings that any 
day observed as a holy-day by Catholics 
was not countenanced in the least by 
Protestant observance. Moral and spirit
ual culture is to be given credit and 
thanked for that broader spirit of self- 
forgetfulness which permeates, more or 
less, all Christendom to-day, and which 
renders orthodox and unorthodox alike 
eager to make Christmas day a holy day in 
deed and in truth by its altruistic tempt*-, 
tions to indulge in the ever new anti al
ways satisfactory joy of giving.—Sara A. 
Underwood.

Miss Frances Power Cobbe, who has 
recently waged vigorous war on the vivi- 
soctionists hi England, is described as an 
extremely jolly old lady, very stout, with 
a round, rubicund face, and her merry 
laugh is most infectious. She worships 
the animal creation, and looks upon it as a 
mission laid upon her to protest with all 
her might and main against their being ill- 
treated. She is generally surrounded by 
an army of pet dogs. Miss Cobbe is Irish 
—daughter of the late Charles Cobbe, of 
Newbridge House, County Dublin.

Florence Nightingale, the famous 
nurse of the Crimea, and whose deeds of 
simple mercy and charity were embalmed 
in song and story until she became En
gland’s favorite heroine, is now 72 years 
aid and lives in perfect seclusion.

Miss Marguerite Gombert has won 
her degree of doctor of philosophy and 
letters at Brussels, and goes upon record as 
the first lady student deemed worthy of 
the honor.

WAS IT A DREAM?... A CHRISTMAS 
STORY—A FACT,

When Colonel Wyndham told himself a 
few days before Christmas that he wished 
he was dead, he was speaking from a very 
natural antagonism to his environment, 
and not because he really meant il. But 
when Mrs. Wyndham in her heavy mourn
ing robes whispered the same thing she 
came much nearer the truth. Her only 
child, her boy. her idol, a manly little 
fellow ten years old. hud been taken away 
by death, and she mourned as one with
out hope. Bobby was the apple of his 
father’s eye also, but the wife was more 
than the child to him, and he had now 
reached a stage of resentment with this 
supreme sorrow which seriously threat
ened the peace of the home. He had 
bravely hidden his own heartache for the 
sake of helping his wife bear hers, He 
had been helpful, considerate, lender, but 
the shadow deepened, and each day was 
worse than the one that had preceded 
it. “Is there anything you would par
ticularly like me to do for Christmas, or 
any person outside of those we generally 
remember that you would like to con
sider?” the colonel asked one evening 
after a silent, funereal diner.

“I don’t see how you can have the 
heart to even speak about Christmas,” his 
wife replied. "What is Christmas to nv 
now that Bobby is not here?”

There were several remarks that occur
red to the colonel at this juncture, any tuv 
of which would have been eminently to 
the point, but he restrained himself, and 
said kindly: ‘‘Well, we must be sure not 
to forget any of Bobby’s friends. I sup
pose the little stable-boy up the street 
doesn’t expect anything under the changed 
circumstances; I saw the lad to night, ami 
he looked so pinched and chilly that I 
thought it would be nice for you to buy 
him a good warm overcoat. You know 
his size, Mary, and can pick out some
thing much more suitable than I can.”

“You have grown cruel, John,” his 
companion responded with a face as white 
as death. “Please don't talk to me any 
more about Christmas. I cannot die. but 
I can and will shut myself up with my 
sorrow and live through the time as best 
I can.”

There was a minute’s silence and then 
Colonel Wyndham quietly left the room.

But there was no quiet in his heart. He 
could not speak roughly to a woman, but 
he could seek other scenes and leave, his 
wife alone in her selfish grief. A man 
would be a fool to stand more than three 
months of such indifference he told him
self. He'd pack his traps the next morn
ing and start for Florida, or California, 
or Europe, it didn’t matter much which 
place. He drew a chair before the cheery 
fire that crackled and blazed just as it 
used to when Bobby sat on his knee and 
listened to the stories he was never tired 
of telling. But there was no Bobby now, 
and worse than that, yes, infinitely worse, 
there was no wife. This was a hard hour 
in the life of this strong and kind-hearted 
man.

Mrs. Wyndham, absorbed in her misery, 
was scarcely conscious that her companion 
had left the room. For a half-hour or 
more she sat perfectly still, and then the 
weary lids closed, the drawn features re
laxed, and a smile ofcwonderful sweet
ness hovered about the lips that had so 
long quivered with pain.

A restful moment had come to the col 
onvl also, and when the door of his room 
opened and his wife slowly entered, he 
rose and stretched out his arms to receive 
her as he had always done before death 
robbed him of all his happiness.

"John. I have seen Bobby,” were her 
first words, as she cuddled naturally into 
the embrace that was so fond and so true. 
"It must have been a dream, of course, 
but, John dear, this is what he said, and 
h<' told me to ask you if it was nut true. 
Me said. ‘Mamma dear, you are hurting 
papa’s feelings, and he is going away to 
leave you because he thmks you don't 
love him any more. Go and kiss him and 
give him my low'--John.” and now the 
wife lifted her head bravely, "is this the 
truth?”

“It is, Mary. I thought I had lost every
thing, and I could nut endure it another 
day.”

'".Praise God. then! Bobby still lives 
and I have seen him,” was the fervent re- 
spunse. "Forgive me. darling, for all 1 
have made you suffer, but you will stay 
now and let me make it all up to you ?” *

"Stay ?” said the colonel: "stay ? What 
do you lake me lor, Mary?”

There were tears in the colonel’s voice, 
and his arms were steadier than his artic
ulation.

"The stable-boy shall have his over
coat and we will have a merry Christmas; 
but. John dear, tell me —was it a dream?'-' 
—Eleanor Kirk’s I lea.

FUTURE LIFE.
"Never Ending Life Assured by 

Science,’' is the title of a monograph by Mr. 
D. K. Tenney, of this city. He. holds that 
independent of special revelation, the in
nate religious emotions and intuitions of 
man point to a future life. He finds in the 
past progress of the world intimations of 
continued existence and progressive de
velopment in the future. In thv earliest 
life, he believes there was the potential 
power of enduring everlastingly. There 
has been, in his view, no beginning and 
there will be no end. There is simply 
change of forms. Souls are, in their essen
tial elements, the same now that they have 
been iu the past. As babes have been 
born, so souls’have been evolved to ani
mate them. As deaths have occurred, dis
embodiment has taken place, but thcspirils 
thus set free, still live. The capacity of 
each soul, upon contact with its earthly 
body is influenced and controlled chieily 
by its prior development and education. 
At death, il enters the future life further 
tempered and influenced by its experience, 
fur belter or for worse. In regard to Spirit
ualism, this writer says that intelligent 
investigators testify that spirit manifesta
tions in great variety do actually occur; 
that they are caused by spirits once em-. 
bodied in human form. The testimony of 
such mi'ii with no proof to the contrary, 
would secure an affirmative verdict before 
an impartial jury. There is no intrinsic 
reason, he says, why spiritual communica
tion is impossible. Therefore, while not 
accepting as conclusive the agency of dis- 
carnate spirits, he thinks that the alleged 
actual knowledge of so many credible crit

ical people should neither h“ ignored nor 
disregarded.

The question is raised, where shall the 
soul reside, hereafter. He thinks it will be 
a place of improved opportunity and cease
less activity. Science cannot give the 
name or the number of tie* street on which 
we shall live or the form or material of the 
homes we shall occupy, still Ire thinks “il 
cannot be doubted that there is a multi
plicity of inhabited worlds to which our 
spirits may be renewed.” Our conduct 
hen- in the matter of mental and moral 
improvement must affect our rapacity and 
condition Irereafler. Such is the pith of 
this little monograph whose author would 
have immortality preached with all the 
objectionable uueriuicrs of him whois said 
to have brought, it to light, omitted, Mr. 
Tenney has not given the reader any new 
thought, but he has presented some old 
ideas in regard to future Hfe. metempsy
chosis. etc., concisely und clearly.

Mim e or rather insured p^s not only 
pertain to this s-ason but should be. called 
Christmas pies. The custom of making a 
pie of this kind al this season was derived 
from the presentation of paste images and 
sweetmeats ti the fathers of the Vati
can on Christmas Eve. ’.Fhe origin of the 
latter custom was probably Pagan. In 
the middle ages the bakers at this season 
used i<» present their customers with Yule 
dough in the imag--s of baked paste. The 
custom has survived iu our New Year 
cakes, or cookies as the Dutch call them; 
the figures on which are probably mere 
descendants and modifications of images, 
with Christmas names which themselves 
were descendants and representatives of 
heathen idols. With such tenacity do 
men cling to a once well-established popu
lar custom. Mitiod pies having this ori
gin and significance it must be admitted 
that Puritans were not. from a Christian 
standpoint, quite so narrow as they have 
seemed to be in their refusal to eat them 
at Christmas time. It. is only within a 
generation that the Presbyterian and Con
gregationalist descendants of the Puritans 
of two centuries ago, hare been persuaded 
to yield their principles and digestion to 
the mercies of the makers of Christmas

We have received an "Open Letter from 
a Grandfather to his Grandson.” written 
by Jacob Edson and read by Miss Lucetie 
Webstar, bwher of elocution, at Gould 
Hall. No. Il Boydston Place, Boston, No- 
vember Both. The letter is replete with 
fine thought, finely expressed. It js 
broad, hopeful, optimistic. Tin1 author of 
the letter quotes quite an extended para
graph from a recent editorial in The 
Julrnal ami the views advanced are 
quite in harmony with those advocated in 
this paper. The society before which the 
letter was read must be of a rather liberal 
character.

The practice of making presents, the 
abolition of distinction of rank at least for 
a few days, the celebration of a children’s 
festival, were all featuresof the old Roman 
Saturnalia, by the admission of the emi
nent church historian. Meander. Santa 
Claus, the true divinity of Christmas is 
also a genuine survival of heathenism. To 
enjoy and prize Christmas one need not 
have faith iu the Christian theology. It is 
enough to be simply in sympathy with 
humanity with a hearty love for little 
children and a delight in the blessings of 
friendship.

Mr. Salter of the Society for Ethical 
Culture, of Philadelphia, is speaking some 
strong words in favor of keeping the 
World's Fair open on Sunday. We ob 
serve a goodlynopsis of one of his lectures 
on the subject hi Philadelphia Public 
Ledger.
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A TWILIGHT MESSAGE.
By R. E. L.

I watched the Ihi.-Ii nf iHy depart 
On dark eloud- Iki'ked with sold. 

And mud in an illumined text
A me>s:iue to my <"ul.

S

■There .slob-into niy life a joy 
Greater than I can tell, 

Baptized me in resplendent light 
A holy unstie spell.

There streamed :s gb-ry from afar
Chasing the clouds away ;

Refulgent, inde-rent beams 
Bora of eternal day.

More mellow still the roh>r> grew. 
As nature lulled to sleep

Turmoil and strife with which the world 
In sunlight’s glare is slvpt.

■Oh: Bless-d night. Transhire nt light 
Comes to nt" as I wait

Eager to hear “that still small voice" 
That sometimes m me speaks.

Awake thou latent power, awake;
To give my son! its wings

And catch the meaning of the words 
The “Burden-Bearer" bring-.

Sacred and low; divinely sweet 
In letters wrought of gold

I read them in the hush of even'
. And this is what they told.
Thou would’st know me? Thou wiiuMkt ibid 

Heaven!*
An entrance sure would’st win?

First bring the wanderer home again 
And ease the sufferer’s i>iin.

Before my words of “Peace, be still" 
Can reach the haunts of men.

Ami echoing o’er she great round world
Bring joy for which I came,
Passion must die; pride and distrust 

Give place to nets of luW,
Then thou mon* radiance will absorb 

And nearer roach to God.
'Tis true that they who seek shall find 

If working while they .seek,
The thoroughfares are full of woe. 

Go thou and find my sheep,
Within each life there is a power 

We call the better part,
The higher self, which is “the star”— 

The baser self “thecart.*’
Such is tie power revealing truth 

Within tie* hearts of men.
By which my.-leri-ms things are s-dvd. 

Now hidden from all ken.
Nee; Silver <•.?*•*>••> nt. silver stars

Begin their watch to keep;
The yellow light of day is gone, 

Atl nature -nothes tv sleep.
Drink, oh my soup The nectar rare 

Purpling the hills divine.
Sacred the hush that steals o'er me 

Which blends thy soul with mine.
ft is as breath of one [ love, 

Stirring the inmost depths
Of power unknown, of love unguesM-d. 

Foretaste of muring heights.

HOW THEY ARE PRODUCED.
To the Editor: In The Journal No. 

21 of November 2, T2, T. W. Davenport 
of SUwrUm, Oregon, says in his* article: 
“Th<‘Raps”.........“I had often wondered 
how the spirits managed to produce 
them."

E. S. in Blanchette slates as follows: A 
writer in Human Nature under the signa
ture of “Honestas" is of opinion that the 
transition brought about by death, though 
carrying with it a vast change, does not so 
completely alter our nature as to render 
mundane intercommunication impossible. 
The laws governing the physical condi
tions of the next sphere must be in har
mony with those that rule this, to us, nat
ural world; these law’s being only an out
growth from those of our present condi
tion, and correlatives fd them.

Why then is tin* intercommunication re
stricted to the limited bounds of a me
dium’s presence? The writ r aphoristically 
replies: Within our coarser earth-body 
dwells an other-body, which derives its ele- 
mentarv sustenance from the ether or odic 
element, from nut which this visible, pon
derable world has grown forth, with its 
plastic, centralizing tendency. Our ether-

body manifests its presence in the nerve 
aura, or odic element (first noticed by Baron 
von Reichenbach,) tn the streaming Girth 
of a mediated, organically centralized ether 
element, which element sustains this 
ether-body,—in the same manner as the 
food and earth-elements, which the organ
ism Assimilates, suppirt our bodily condi
tion.

A double action Is thus carried on iu dm 
animal organism, namvlv, a drawing of 
supply from the centralized earth ele
ments, simultaneously with that from the 
primary ethic or mile element. In the 
mesmeric thud which passes from the 
mesmerizer to his subject, the odic force is 
transmitted: and a connection is estab
lished between the two, sufficiently pri
mary to mediate a physical correspondence 
between them. Here js the key bl the so
lution of the problem of spiritual mani
fest it ions.

These are divisible into psychical ami 
physical. The psychical effects are pro
duced by an action akin to the mesmeric 
action, that is, the mind of the operating 
agent, by an actidn of the will, throws a 
current of th** odic force power of its nerve 
aura on the nerve aura of the terresU;d br
ing. ami an effect similar to that of Hm 
mesmenzer upon his subject results, a 
phenomenon too well known to m-ed ex
planation.

The second, or physical effects, arise 
from an action upon the organically me- 
dinted free nerve aura *>f the body of the 
medium, which aura enables the spit it to 
create an organism .or mechanism, render
ing action upon our ponderable matter 
possible, and allowing of the production 
of the physical phenomena of sound, 
movement of bodies. He., appearances 
familiar to the observer of spiritual mam- 
fvstations.

This centralization can only, however, 
take place by means of the* mediating 
presence of the nerve aura, enabling a con
densation into ponderable matter to bi* ef
fected. The visible ponderable world is 
but a phase in the great chain of ever-con
tinuing progress and development.

The imponderable, and, to us, invisible 
world, is in reality, the permanent ami 
lasting state, from out which Um s mi 
brings with its principle el lifr.that which 
is continuous and imperishable, tin* power 
of mediating for its own use the supplying 
element. It has. too, the power, by right 
of its earth-born stale and bodily‘organ
ism. of mediating the coarser, ponderable 
elements of our present condition. But 
Uh* terrestial mediation can only be ef
fected by the aid of an organism fitted for 
that special object and use. This mech
anism our earth-body furnishes. The 
spirit-soul does not, however, possess ibis; 
its organism is different,finer undoubtedly, 
more complex than ours. By the transi
tion called death, the soul has parted with 
this, for mundane purposes, adapted or
ganism. But to enable a spirit to operate 
upon material things, an organism haato 
be formed adapted for that function; this 
embodying cannot, however, take place 
unless aided b.v the mediating presence of 
the organic nerve aura of a living being. 
In the embryonic evolution, the mediating 
element is the maternal one; and here, tom 
in obedience to the laws of development, 
the embryo being, once having at tained its 
growth, takes its place ou earth with an 
independent central selLexistence. The 
spirit-souk when incarnating itself in a 
material envelope, can only do so by the 
aid of the nerve aura of a living being, 
upon which it only momentarily arts, 
which action is rendered possible by th" 
accident of an affinity, enabling a tempo
rary use to be effected.— this use being re
stricted, however, within the narrow 
limits prescribed by th" supply which Hm 
organism of the medium furnishes, and 
further, subject to endless interruption* 
from externa! causes; as. for instance, 
over-excitement, or alarm, or atmospheric 
changes.

The extreme uncertainty of spiritual 
phenomena, the difficulty, even when pro
duced, of prolonging their duration b"- 
youd a few minutes: and more especially 
the difficulty of giving a. continuity to the 
more developed forms of spirit appear
ances,—-confirms this view of the depend
ence of visible, tangible, spiritual mani
festations upon our organism, and the 
necessity of an agreement of our natures 
with the spirit operating upon lh<- m*rvr 
aura of the medium.

Consequently the phusGirescent ball 
which Mr. Davcninirt saw, consisted of 
the luminous odic element emanat ing from 
the manifesting intelligence, combining it- 
self with the nerve aura of the medium. 
Very respectfuUy transmitted for informa
tion by yours truly .

Hermann Handiuvu.

HYPNOTISM IN COURT.
<>u October 2lMh. at Sania Rosa. Cal a

hypnotic scene occurred in th** trial of E. 
J. I.ivermash, an erratic man who at 
i**mpt* d the murder of Darius Etheridge.

Awurdmg to th" newspaper report Liv
ermash became cranky about one year 
ago. ami his first escapade was t*> masque
rade as a maross in San Francisco. He 
was arrested and lined. He had curried 
mi successfully several country m ws- 
papers, and he married th*- daughter of a 
rich farmer. AIdt his arr-si h" hevame 
nioody and talked of people who were plot - 
ting against him. Finally h** went to CL- 
venial", war Santa IJ*>s;», ami mad" a 
savage assault upon old Etheridge. who ha 
declared had promised to bequeath him a 
forntn**. lb* put six bulhls inm tie- old 
man, hut luckily none inflicted a mortal 
wound. When arrested ip* preo-mh d hi* 
mistook Etheridge for tip* police judge who 
fimd him in Fr.sco. lie talked hieoh**r- 
emly and at thm-s claimed h“ was lit" king 
of Siam.

His :<Horn*‘y had him brought .Infor*- 
ih** insanity commissioners and he was 
sent to th<* asylum. This win four month* 
ago. Last w<-"K b" was rdcivd and suit 
was at one** brought against him. Wit- 
m*SM'S told the story of his vagaries, Un- 
chef one being his wife. Then his conn- 
sei proposed to put Livermash mt*« the 
hypnotic stat** in court and let him Hve 
over again ihe incidents of the night of th** 
attempted murder. Dr. Gardiner, who has 
acquired gr**;it intluenc<- over Livermash, 
hypnotized him by uv-ans of waving a. 
shining disk before his eyes. Experts for 
the proMCHiioii tried, to s<-" whether h*- was 
shamming. They ran a m-ed!** through bis 
ear. but he m-ver whired. Hts fare was 
pah* as that of a corjw and his limbs rigid, 
but be answered every question asked and 
gave in minute detail whal h** did on th<* 
eventful night as well as what In- thought.

It was an uncanny sight lo see this ap
parently Hfrhss figure plat jug th mgs as 
improbable as any ill Sh-yen^m's “N»-w 
Arabian Nights.' Finally th” subject be- 
gall to escape the doctor's Control, lie gave 
orders as th** kmgof Siam. wh**i"Uponthe 
doctor woke him out of th" hypnotic 
tranc>*. Dr. Gardiner th* n explained that 
Livrrmash was a victim of auio hypno
tism. that is.In* eon! I throw him<el-r into a 
state which resembled somnambulism, 
during which h" was ma responsible for 
his actions. h was in su<*h a '■tab* he at- 
h*mpb*d murder. H“ was dangerous un
less under control of a stronger natnr*».

COAL-BEDS.
The following is taken from a h cinr* i<u 

budogy given h<4\a’*-the CiUholie Fniv.-r- 
siu «»f Anu Hen, by Dr. It. W. Shm'eMt. 
the eminent naturalist:

Again, the history of the coabbrds ami 
th*' arrnniulalinh <d coal offers us another 
series id facts (nun which it. is possible to 
gam sotue idea from another pom* of view 
of th*-enormous lapse of time ii has taken 
nature to achieve some of her works.

Il is now perfectly deiwuistrabb* that 
coal was accumulated during tin* carbon- 
ifenms periods, ami the accumulation and 
formation of it took place at the mouthsuf 
certain great rivens which at that nine dis 
charged themselves into the ocean. Thon 
in such plac*'s existed peat-swamps, over
grown by Ih** peculiar vegetation of that 
period, which at all limes wi fe subject to 
floods l'r*»m th»- river, on the one itand, 
ami in uiidal ions from high oceanic ink s, 
mi tin-other. A n c-nT r*Ml-h* d *»f identi
cally the sain*' mitui’i* is now in the pro
cess of formation under <mr very eyes in 
tin- Mississippi delta, and careful study is 
alone required m deride the ran- at which 
Coit! is deposHed tljrt’elti. < HleT forces tU'e 
and were also al work both during recent 
lime and during tlmzoolngie period or sub- 
penod^ of the carboniferous .system. These 
haw hmm scientifically considered by many 
competent geologists and their operations 
taken duly into consideration; but it is 
not necessary for us to dwell upon them 
In re, and to many of you limy tire m> 
doubt already familiar. It hits been ascer
tained. for example, that a vigorous vege
tation yields by death and decay and 
growth about inn ions of dried organic 
matter per ceniury to Ih" acre. But such 
an amount of vegetable mailer pressed to 
thesp •citie gravity of coal would malm a 
lawr only a Ihile over half an inch m 
thickness when spread over the acre just 
mentioned. It must nut be forgotten, how
ever. that cerium chemical hisses am ex- 
pernmretl during such a process, and upon 
giving them dm- weight, the result hits hem 
arrived al that instead of depositing over 
half an inch, our estimate should read 
only about one-eighth of an inch, at which

rate it would require about 10,000 years to 
make a layer one foot thick. In any coal 
basin with an aggregate thickness of 100 
feel its formation must have required 
1,000,000 years m accomplish. But it is 
mil uncommon to find 150 feet to be the 
average thickness in some coal measures, 
and proportionately longer time must have 
been required. This method of computa
tion takes into consideration the rate at 
which a vigorous vegetation produces or
ganic math r, but we may also arrive at a 
solution bv estimating tie* rate at which 
th*' river deposits in sediments over the 
an-a in which tlmcoal is forming. I will 
rouciul*- this part of my subject with an 
“.sample of ibis miture pres* hied us by the 
authority quoi—I in several instances 
above, and we am mid that our indebted
ness is dm* Sir (’harb-s Lyell for the ”*‘.sH- 
mate of ihe time wc-ssary to ucrumulme 
th*- Nova Scotia coni measures. This Coal
field is selected because the evidences of 
river-sediments ar«- v* ry rb-nr throughout. 
Th*' an a of this coal basin is 1 SAM«»square 
mih'.s: but th*- identity In character of por
tions now widely separated by s^as e, g., 
on Prince Edward's Island. Cape Briton. 
Magdalen Bland “**•.. plainly shows that 
ail thoe an- parts of uh" origina’ hold, 
which Could hoi havehe-'H less than .’JUdOi 
square mih-s.”

At Picbm th** thickness k m arly Kljsoq 
feet, and we shall certainly mu err on the 
side (4 excess. th*T“for“. if we lake the 
average thickm-ss over lie-whole area-of 
RoW feet, ‘'This Woilhi give 1 he cubic 
contents of th*- original delta deposit as 
about 51 Ainu cubic mihs. Now. the Mis
sissippi River, according !*• Humphrey 
ami Abbot, carries lo its delta uimnally 
sediment enough to cover a .square mile 
2HS feet deep, or nearly exactly one-1wm- 
tieihof a cubic mile. Therefor- to .accu
mulate the mass of sediment mentioned 
above would itilo- the Mississippi about 
|,<H»),(HM years."

And mark you. in tin- geological series 
of th*- earth's crus? the carboniferous 
period is ma mon* than um-thH'ti<‘1h of her 
recoup’d history. Then wo must behove 
that that history covers a period of fJtMjun,- 
uun of Years.

Vet ::ti,iHii).ii')i) ,»f years gives us no ud"- 
quat" conception of ilm time involved in 
th** geological history of th" e.iiah.

s

i

FREAKS OF MEMORY.
A writer in the Contributors' Club in 

th" November Atlantic speaks of some of 
dv> freaks of memory: Among the tyran
nies of memory, there is one which partic
ularly puzzles me. I cannot umhTstand 
why certain slight incidents,certain unim- 
porianl traits of person or manner, should 
Hille* after lime b**c*im*' as a shorthand 
symbol, gathering ud th" whole situation, 
the entire image and “atmosphere" of the 
person remembered. Th** most distinct 
tepr>‘seniaiioii I am abb- to form of a 
friend of mim* um Linger living) is upon 
this wise* Homled ami cloaked fora winter 
walk. I see her at a certain point upon the 
path; she is in th*' art of taking a step for
ward, Wheii the Oli" Step IS Completed, 
this menial portrait, vanishes instantly, 
mid c.-in b" reproduced only in the way I 
have described, and only to fade again at 
1 Im same juncture. I have even come to 
do-ad this edged imdsivem ss. this scrupu
lous eiimmsianiiality of memory, and I 
often fall b* speculating as to what now 
happening will be in future r< called with 
special poignancy, Sometimes such fore
cast acquires almost the mournful, quality 
<♦! reij’ospert. I very well know (though 1 
do not know why * that, when a friend of 
mine turns th" leaf of a newspaper and 
folds it carefully back between the thumb 
ami linger, tins act will be among 
1 he characteristic memories I shall treas
ure regarding him, and will b.* fraught 
with unaccountable and disproportionate 
pathos, should memory ami I survive 
him.

Some mi*' *>f the ancients observes that, 
h" has forgotten the things he should Him 
lo remember, while he remembers the 
things h** would forget. Some of us have 
no right t" complain of a “bad memory." 
If we have greatly desired to forget soim* 
painful phase of experience, and to this 
end. have so blinded ami drugged the 
traveler into the past that she can bring us 
m> certain word from beyond the forbidden 
bourne, what must w** expect but that 
memory will be equally listless and un
faithful when sent by us to other quarters 
of h*T proper ranging-ground ’.' In our 
mameuvring to forget what we do nut 
wish to remember, discipline overreaches 
itself, ami we are betrayed into forgetting 
what we should like to remember. Ami 
so we are able to confer sympathetically 
with the ancient just cited.
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BOOK REVIEWS.
[All books! noticed under this head are for Bale at. 

or can be ordered through the office nf.TiiK lie- 
hHno-innhosopfHrAi>.iorHNAi..i

Th' Hh^i^it^i' ur Skol<*h>n Keys to 
Sacenloud Secrets, By Richard B. AVest- 
brook. I). 1). LLik, author of “The Bible," 
‘•Whence and What ?" "Man, Whence and 
Whither'.*’ "Girard's Will and Girard Cob 
lege Theohmt.'* etc. ,1. B. Lippincott Vo.. 
Philadelphia. HP.?,

Tin- author of this work, Dr. Westbrook, 
is a radical thinker. For a number of 
years he was a Presbyterian minister, 
pious and dcomd, devoted to the advance
ment iiitd propagation of evangelical 
Christianity, but. Im became dissatisfied 
with the teachings of his church and with 
the methods of the pulpit and turned law
yer. He practised law for a number of 
years with marked success and retired' 
from business with an indep.-ndeut, fortune 
and with ample leisure to pursue the 
studies in which he was interested. His 
first work at this time was a little volume 
relating to the Bible, iu which he dented 
the^Hviiie inspiration of that book ami 
claimed that it was a work of purely 
human origin and authority. He has 
since written nnd publUhml a number of 
works, all of them taking radical ground 
against tho popular system of religious be- 
HeL but ail insisting upon the essentia! 
fundamental principles of religion. Ur. 
Westbrook is a iheUi. with strong belief 
in the immortality of the souk and. if we 
mistake not, in modern Spiritualism. This 
work is in st,me respegts the most radical 
one that lie has written, and lie says in the 
preface that it. will shock and pain manv 
persons whom he greatly respects. Still 
he thinks it is his duty to publish it. Ik 
denies that any such person as the Jesus 
described in the Gospels, ever lived. He 
dues not deny that there was a person 
named Jesus, m-urly nineteen hundred 
years ago. Indeed, he thinks there wore 
several who bore that name, in which he 
is unquestionably right, but. lie says, "ad
mitting for the sake of argument, the real 
historical personality of Jesus of Naza
reth, it has by the process of idealization 
become an Impersonation and I have so at
tempted to make it appear and I cannot 
but think that this dewis not. inconsistent 
with the most enlightened piety and relig
ious devotion, while this explanati m re
lieves us of many things that are absurd 
and contradictory". Dr. Westbrook com- 
bates the policy of deception and suppres
sion and insists that the whole truth be 
published. He attempts to show, and in
deed does show, ihe false character of 
Some of the claims made by the Jews. He 
gives the substance >>f an open letter which 
he addressed some time ago to the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl
vania on Moses and the Pentateuch, show
ing that the law of Sinai was not the first 
of which we have any know ledge and that 
Moses was nut “the greatest statesman ami 
law-giver the world had ever produced." 
as the Chief Justice had ailirmed in a lec
ture before the Law School of Pennsyl
vania. In this work, the author attempts 
to show that the so-called fall <>f Adam is 
a fable. He combats tin* idea of the his
torical or rather traditional view of Jesus, 
follows with an examination of the evan
gelical dogma of salvation by blood and 
Closes with a very brief .summary of the 
things that remain as a foundation of 
faith. This is one of the most, if not the 
most interesting chapter in the book, it 
shows’ that the author, after the severest 
criticism of what is spurious in the scrip
tures and unessential in religion, has still 
left all the fundamental conceptions that 
go to mak“ up religious and spiritual 
thought. Dr. Westbrook is really a relig
ious man andif he is unnecessarily hostile 
to the popular system it is due m the 
fact that so much of his time in his ember 
life was wasted in defending and trying to 
harmonize an absurd theology with llm 
truth. Th<‘ }|f}Uj,; makes some statements 
concerning which th- rr are grounds for 
difference “f opinion., perhaps, but it is 
writbm in good spurn and is full of 
thought am! sugg siion.

MAGAZINES.
The Social Economist for D-c mber pre

sents interesting economic truths, Tlmed
itor discusses the economic meaning of the 
late presidential election. Th<‘ law of sup
ply and demand, .so-called, is attacked 
afresh as uneconomic and unscientific. 
The contention is that the ratio of supply 
aud demand is an rib rt rather 1 han a cause 
of price or rather a coo nd mate, Hb'ct with 
price, or cost of production. The full 
sequence is, “Demand occasions produc

tion; cost of production determines price; 
price insures supply." There are a num
ber of interesting papers in this issue. 
Published by College of Social Economics. 
31 Union Square. New -York —The New- 
England Magazine for December has a 
number of entertaining papers. The 
number opens with an illustrated article 
d“scriptive'of the “Builders of Lathed;aJs." 
by Marshall Snow. "Can Religion be 
Taught in Public Schools.” is Um title .4 
an article by Charles Lewis Slattery, Wil
liam Ordway Partridge, the poet-sculptor, 
writes intelligently of the outlook 'or 
sculpture in America. The editor. Mr. 
Mead, devotes his editor’s table to Whit
tier’s prose writings. This number is a 
very good one for holiday reading. Only 
a few of the excellent articles it contains 
can here be referred to. 231 Columbus 
avenue, Boston. —The Esoteric Ims for its 
opening paper, “The Mystery of Love."Io 
E. G. Johnson. The next article is hv 
Robert Stevenson on “Creation." IL E. 
Buller writes on “Bible Reviews." Stin- 
h*y Fitzpatrick lias a poem on “Tin- Dif 
ference." Gertrude Love writes Olf “Our 
Ideals.” Then* are other interesting arti
cles in this issue of th" Esoteric, Apple- 
gate. California. T. A. Williston. Mann 
ger.—The New World, which is a kind of 
across between The Unitarian Review am! 
the late Boston Index is a very readable 
publication. The December number has 
an article on “Brahmo Somaj," by ProJap 
Cliunder Mozoomdar, than whom mme P 
better qualified to write in regard to i’>- 

.ligious reform in India. Mr. William M. 
Salter of tin- Philadelphia Ethical Cidtur-- 
Society contributes an arncleon tlm “Fn- 
lure of Christianity." Egbert C. Smith 
writes on “Progressive Orthodoxy." of 
which, as well as unprogressive orthodoxy, 
he knows, or ought to know, a good deal. 
John Henrv Allen, the scholarly author of 
numerous literary religious works, has an 
article on "Michael StvcUis,” Thoma-

MUSK' BOOKS.
WITHOUT A TEACHER.! devotional.

EfUEKAMETHOD.!

Organ,

Piano,

Violin,

Banjo, 

Cornet,

Flute,

Guitar,

Piccolo, 

Accordion, 

Mandolin, 

Clarinet,

Fife.

Winner** “Eureka” In- 
struethm honks il" mroei 
Just what a teacher nonl<| 
du. With the Whiner histm. 
th>n Book for any hisrirneiT. 
you ran learn to play am -im 
pie, easy p'econf musk- on i hat 
instrument as quickly at hi 
employing atvHvhrv once 
a week.

A ou i1'< not need to know mi) 
thing nhuitt music. a* them* 
book* teach all the rudiments, 
and explain the meaning of ah 
muxlrnl term*. They- are veiy 
simple ami fully I Hunt rated

Heckles the Instruction pages, 
each b*><>k contains nearly a 
hundred weit-f-Iu^n pieces lor 
thatespecial instrument. Th!- 
afonowonM com irom fxim t<. 
6.00 it purchased separate’y.

They are intended he pupil, 
living at a distanco u»m the 
ma sir teacher. or these whoso ’ 
mean* will m<t enable them e* 
employ nue, |

In tmlerlngttsMor'Winner*.* ‘ 
“El KEK A" Method, ami 
state f<*r what instrument it r 
wanted Any one "I the vi j 
times will be mtuled. po-li'aM. i 
onie^'hd of price.

LYON & HEALY,
CHICAGO, ILL

OLIVE!! DIISOU COMPANY, BOSTON Mm

Wemworth Higginson wrib-s v ry thoughf- 
fuky und<>r ihe capikm. “A World < HuMde 
of Scp-mto." “Tie- Both and Infancy of 
Joshs,” is ! h" 1 it le of a pip>-rbv i T-di-qin- . 
gnohed Fh-ucli Protest,nd >eho; tr, Albert 
Ib-vd’o, Janv-sT. Ihny a v.voi.nm and 
able writer. rontrihHH s a p(',<-r ui, lb" 
"MuiiNh' Th- <>r-, >>f; h<- S'-,i!." Houclpon, 
Mi Tin A l'n„ Ronm. Th'-I Tua’VO; fol 
December h is :j nombT of m-uiiirtRo and 
interesting papers, ori/hiio awl sehyej.
I uoiy- A. That <-r wrln ■; -‘H th- “Id -a's of 
the Modem Wood." G. 1’.. Ereemaii hi'- , 
an iiiud- on “Eric-! Ib-nse." H. D 
Sli-Vle Kit 'd'liili I<;'‘"!i: o! W is • ’,"!. ' ->s . 
poei. editor and odorisra-. This h one of i 
the le st numb r- <«f Ho- I 'ndaii.in tn H ; 
her.'s-K u. G< >r_> 11. k;'k. IL FriT-"a 
stri-eb Bushin..ILBi • J -ii'nU <•: H<tTk - 
for D<-cem'n-r has lb - h-h il i,’iUis»--r of ;n > 
stcmMAc artic’os nnd no;-", in b-gaid io 
Hjatb-rsof h'-alth .sit I hyg.* tv-. ’."’M Bi'o-’ L 
way. New York. -Ous- Lldpipi'S Ri' It-- 
camber istis usual Puli of pE By puTureh 
and M:»r>s in pro- and io- ie owth hiy 
and girls, “Tie* Rig Euhy.’ A th- uv 
s1«<ry ar.-; ft pjei-'!’■• i-y..o-;Hjm i- makes 
th--Tio’dispv r - .u toN ’pimb rt "Tom- i 
lip, the Soni ’’ a nn . story, illustrated, 
and "A D <g P.-ip-'r-c-oTi. i," .-.bo IT.<r:- 
u-d. ar" am m^ :Rr mtrmT-ms of this 1 :tm 
pub’.leai mu on-; n < mir-e y . Ifedl BT*. 
Bshblg C.OHp ill) . I Rd Niti;!im' ST >••!, I;,s. 
ion. pin lorn rtm D.-eomfe*-* L a >G-ong 
and bi'illoM n.-mh'r. Tie >j.->«;i:g paper 

: is Oil "tTo'.-r,i -1’ido.i! i':/' ■’ -‘iiAgams! 
‘ li. “y E"n>"-' H ue, • Til'* I’- . 'io 1 aed 
j Yoirh ot I' dumbu’-." A-i ‘/n-Ty -md in- 
I .strnrioe m-Le’" by Ri''i ;‘d Da-‘v “Th" 
i Ree-mt H>"H W:.w." 'e -i" Iff" u Bait.

■*So<*;i|y m Alo'cm) \'-:i‘-“ / by f'.is/os 
Edwards. :>!i ! < H; M- ’ u '■"•!,." by
Ahl'i-d R. Wal..'Co. ' ;((■>■ ;-.;b -.,•' i:j ■ .-iT-e’ 
five papers in th’-isstn-ot on ■ >f the vuy

; h.’.l monthly a, I'bi.-y.', th. - ■ -’t! > '"lb’s 
; ollir--. New \ oi-j , E R, J*., i. i„ j J f 
|i®iglftlUO

Sabbath' Day Mu^ic.
l -m sele.-ttui* ti-.m the ,-.e l .'.ul-ii-. . 0:0 I 

>< t»^s ami lb. i; ti.e... .■ ,
Choice Sacred Duets.

The ma-’ei ,•*■'' •*' ' Iber »-:e * •< ,-;.>»• ers - a -a I

‘‘Choice Sacred Solos”
} W I,:«>%• Vib'e. d'*ilili')lh‘Hil'<mjriinJ<..-.'>

l -.;>c>-mt ret! pj.i’-o<: el ti^hrKn । !•.*•. - S,-mif 

a<»HKs I.')” i"m>->.

“Choice Sacred Solos”
I-.II i!:.l: b b’,' “•! L!! ■■;>)'! S-m-r.

x> ,'■... .R -<f .-,. i ,'<1 -•>;>-.- .,;,' v.'-r ?, ;••>'.• ,,. e.; p*f s 
h<n*d’•* s < u*:e a»;t.i> ,;,. ,-n- •!•■: ,{.> ;. s-
„a Miles ■ ■ . ■

Any of the ?P»"ve smB*** b; me!. ihKji'S!. m 
he.r, ■ pp,i •< this |

, .u <r i-: i i'5i. j

“WORLD’S FAIR”!
“World’s Fair Piano-Music;

Collection.”
otte i«t Uy m*tl<’* .'e‘<y miNra! mateu-' m the < 

•'<‘o'nminao ') ear !51 *'mt]>'r.n t..| . ■ jmi-t'":!'. tHX ; 
IWllimlDe I. ITLV sh-et m:!-'.. •:/ ; !;;;,i.n- ;.

“World’s Fair Mandi CoHec- * 
tion,” for the Piano. !

It <>mtam~ Ur- p>.|»..J;n m-ir.-J.rs m the M :<!•■■ •_ ■ 
vumpe.-.er-. ,u;4 '1'ti,.'- ;.t 'in i(e-, J ■ ‘ nd - a.i-a.' 
cidit'.-thmH. !W mitrrhrs i./.s^e •'!»•:••> mn.-'i* si«’i ! 
Trp<yeKi:
“World’s Fair Ballad Colkc- 

tion? ;
A %. r table te;,---t •■> "mtn H -. ■. i t-c . I,

if!UCGd?;0tTkib«y:H’'bdbw*ta^Kd7y V^^

“World’s Fair Dance-Mnslc 
Collection”

•V* ildmHtt* h* :-«>k '.! > ■_■.'<’ - ■, > i' 1

mn.«te. Afi tOtm-i >»: I-e<e .'ii".i m-.:. - <■: l.,..; ■
f»tm> 1 it Ie-pam* m »'oi. - >; ,' it ; a...-,
“World’s FairSongaHGChurus 

Collection.”
A coih.t'ti.'n »>; —hi-, wHk t- . ■ '.s’ ... ! > - '.1

*-,e b tr«-.»» fan m< -t p“,..<'!;u' • :', ..... Ii ■(,.'. :

lint *’P ><'t»:-I "Uh im’ •natty « i.••-., ;,;•'.'<(•: ’ a i . < • 
simitar six Ie. It ph-'e-r htitM-.-me t;i-‘i’ yr,.-.- .,
;«:otWiyKAlyi«*ST M

Ant VoUttiK- sen! ;,.,-:i.:,,.I ■■■ 10 . !|ii m । ;•■ •
Ilv.Hs J’;iP" I‘. -■>-?: il-..i,.y - < <

Poisoned
Mrs. Mary E. O'Fallon,, 

a nurse, nf Piqna, Ohio, 
hib poisoned while as- 
sitting physicians at an 
autopsy 5 years ago. and 
sot in terrible ulcers 
broke out trti her head, 
arms, tongue ami throat . 

Mrs. AI. E. O’EaHon.SIlu we>ghcd but 7« lbs. 
and saw no prospect t .f 

help. Al last she began to lake IIOOD’M 
SARM.IPAKIiJiA ami at om e improved; 
could "oon get nut of bed and walk. She is now 
yTe-dh well, weighs 3 IB pounds, eats wvlL 
ami il<m’s'the work for a large family.

HOOD'S Pills 'lemld b»- in every family 
m> tieit.c ch< --t. «>m-<- it.-. il,always preferred.
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□PEfB DESIGNS FOR
(advertising ..illustrating

>W DKco&vnNG.
<^ LOW ^THOMAS

The Open Door,
OR

THE SECRET OF JESUS
BY 

-John Hamlin Dewey. ML ]>.

Otr it.ab>*t *h d!’’Hti*s this bm'lr tn “Those who 
im<k. prm :iPdw*»kbtr the spiritual emancipation 
im-l tr-e-tfy.-rai »'. <u htmaenty; mid he heHevesit 
is a k > t.« spirit mH u.ft ir.eipitTlon. IHatdrMliim and 
imr-ser? ■

Tu-e.-.;'. .<t i"ii -if U.e diOm* possibilities of hit 
n. .“.nt, give).' la t :.is b.,<4- e b.ti-e-i np<m the recogni- 
i;- ■: *■/ .r p.<;rti>,-.H a: >1 .'.(>httmil>i<tc ;o both nature 
a;’. 1 u. in. “i.’> e. ; 'tvr./.lm' ,-i ntpt-r senauouH and 
.p r.HHH ."e’dit. O'with-It we mm rrbited.’' Hajj the 
a >"’.* •",' " e iiiiss n'ek‘>n It as a portion of the md- 
w‘i e to w td.-u we isebmg. amt our retati ms to it and 
Its iiidnem.eupoti liras pertiMIy natural and legit 
hiuite tinder t.- rmal cHiidltiims.”

“Titispe.-k i.san earnest effort iromthe atandpuln 
• ;f a sper, t >'i“'<-'ime :i help mu am taele iur others, 
■imi 1" so uut'o’.d the law amt conditions through 
wLUkt-ic t-pirHualeminefoimm-ss in attained and the 
enmm-’ptdbm of mind reaHred.. ..that the truth may 
he t-rm f h-'tl! v amt readily tested hvnli who desire to 
ku w n hm themselves,...That the wordsofthis 
h ioKomy oi; many t<« the immnt ot vkshm to behold 
Vie neat ;•<•>•’. el 1 he kingth-sn. ami Inspire them with 
'.•ild'p’-s ami <"mr.ige to order ‘n and possess its 
timi.-uties. is. lite prajer oi the milimr,"

Tim wmk S printed ;r--m large clear type aud

Prse. i'll', ’its.postageur-ents.
I’■ ■!• sale, w’i’-‘»o.i!c amt retail, at ThkREUGTO- 

1'H.’,‘ o-.e ,.J- U. ,!el Jt.XAU < Uta e

TH!, t HM .AT

SITU HE
MR>. M'ENCL’S

!WIVF UT NEGATIVE IWIOS.
• • .,; ;mi..:', I >•' ‘ > e< .-e is n '‘h:><L' like the Pnal-

. / X-;,iao'''.ili't-" -<• .-.‘is I. If. Wiggins.
. I t :i i er I •am. Vo . ;.-id so yin s evori body.
>-'.’. t'H’ J'oSfll, l> }.■• peyets, t'opghs. (MMs.

*." i-iti- A-tltiea. lOMU'i.-m. t->-smii-ry. IH.irrho-a, 
• ... i-1 •■'op'rind. Ili-.iti l>i;i'.iso Kuhmi <'omptaints. 
* -m . gla, f ivmlm-iie, b\ ma!" I>t.-i-;t‘-<'s. llhi-immtism, 
Xi-: •, nc i->, .-IcepiesMte.-s am! all active and urine

B"i th.* Nk:aijvi.s br y-iralyMs, Deafness, 
Aiuat.tosh ,'y'bold and T> pine Fevers. Hur ;t bm 
'-. I'n-uii 1 tin.' N 11« 11 tv ti’.liaU arid half iter Chibs 

ni'ii ■revetv ■ . ■
Matted' poti'idd !>■. ii.fMa bower six boxes tor 

Tl*). ■
For sale, wholesale and retati, at The Riligio- 

FHlUeilirpH’A I. JorUNAL Office-
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Written for The REMGio-Pnn.osoPHivAh jorn-

A CHRISTMAS STORY.
IN THK .SHADOWS.

“Why rests a shadow on your brow’ to
day, my love ." And a gentle hand toyed 
fondly with the scanty locks intermingled 
with gray upon the bowed head of old 
Doctor Milford, as it rested upon his hand 
leaning on the table, upon which lay a 
small medicine ease, old, like its owner, 
worn with long service, and filled with tiny 
vials that- were half empty.

“Sunshine rests not on the brow of the 
old and poor," he replied. “Here we are 
in a strange city, with no friendly hand to 
grasp, or familiar face to greet' us. My 
medicine case is almost empty and not 
enough money in the house to buy a lead 
pencil to write an order for more, much 
less to buy the medicine if the order were 
written.”'

The face of the doctor's wife became in 
turn overcast with sadness; but she re
plied, “Perhaps you will not need any 
medicine. We have been in this city nearly 
two weeks, and not a cull yet. and I am 
told the city is overrun with M. D.'s; but 
then, I love you," she continued, throwing 
her fair arms around his neck and kissing 
his forehead tenderly, as she saw the shade 
deepen upon it at her discouraging sen
tence.

Doctor Milford looked up at his young 
wife with a grim smile and said, “Love does 
not keep the pot boiling. Your love is indeed 
a precious boon to me. but it does not pay 
the rent and they tell me no mercy is 
shown the ‘moneyless man’, here, and if 
the rent is not forthcoming at the Hrst of 
each month in advance, out you go. Now 
in just two weeks from to-morrow our rent 
will be due and you remember I told you 
at the start that the agent I rented this 
house from I did not exactly like. He will 
pitch our traps into the street at the close 
of the month, and as we cannot get 
another house, without the money in ad
vance, what are we to do?”

And the doctor looked at his wife who 
stood with her white hands clash'd in front 
of her and a puzzled look of despair which 
she seemed to only half realize clouding 
her sweet face.

“We are indeed in the shadows," she 
sighed, “but couldn't we sell the furniture 
to a second-hand store and board awhile?”

“Those Jews on the corner? What would 
they give for the furniture? Nothing. Just 
a mere pittance. You remember when we 
came here we wanted to sell three bed
steads and a mattress, and the very best 
offer we could get was three dollars in 
trade for the lot.. Pshaw! Everything we 
have, piano included wouldn't pay a 
month’s board.”

Just then a tall girl, with a child-like, 
piquant face, which was overcast with a 
scowl, entered. Iler pretty face looked 
hot, tired and vexed. Throwing her hat 
and parasol on the table, and herself into a 
chair, she said:

“Pa, I am sick and tired of this music 
teaching. Mrs Emery says that her hus
band, who is a saloon-keeper up town is 
‘kicking’ because I charge Katie for prac
tice on my piano and says he will not pay. 
Georgia, the banker’s daughter is so pam
pered up and as she bosses the whole fam
ily, she wants to boss me-—to have her way 
as to what I shall or shall not do. And 
there is Emma Gilmore, who has not a 
spark of musical genius about her. and 
her parents think she is “so talented” and 
that it is all my fault that she does not 
learn. AnS besides that I have been the 
whole round to try to collect my quarter’s 
wages, and have not succeeded in collect-

younger days, but his first wife dying with “And so he did give you the pitiful sum 
consumption, after along protracted illness, of twenty dollars for all your brain work; 
together with the panic of '73 had broken I and to think I took the pains to type-write 
him up. After his wife had been dead some- the story so carefully; why the type-writ
thing over a year he married orie of his pa- I ing alone was worth more than that,” and 
tients, ihe lady now standing at his side, 1 she tossed the coin towards him with an 
her hand resting lovingly on his shoulder, impatient gesture and he caught il and 
The daughter Emma, a tall, beautiful girl I placed it in his pocket and an hour later 
of twenty, a teacher of piano and organ | paid the rent with it for an other month, 
music completed this group of sad faces. I for fear that if he did nut du so. their

“I'll tell you what I will do,” said Doc-I needs being so pressing, he would be 
tor Milford, “I will go to the office of the tempted to sjamd it for something else. 
Western Ethical Review und sell my tern- Another two weeks passed by without a 
perance story for money enough to pay a single call fur Dr. Milford s medical s<>rv- 
month’s rent. I will not ask any more i<'<% Emma went the rounds of her pu- 
thau twenty dollars fur it." * pils each day with variable success, and

“You couldn't sell it for twenty cents. ' Mrs. Milford went to her office to find 
replied the wife, contemptuously.— little, if anything to do in her line, but bo- 
“Haven’t we tried and tried nearly every tween the three they managed to make 
printing house in America and not one will enough to keep the traditional wolf from 
touch any thing we write, be it ever so good, the door, and body and soul together.
Half of them don't know a good thing The evening of the 2-1 th of December 
when they see it; either that or they are too had come and to-morrow would be (’hrist- 
lazy toexamine it and the other half toady mas but there was not a cent of money in 
to greatness and will nut accept anything, the house, and Emma was lamenting* the 
even if it is given them, unless the name fact that tiny would be compelled to 
of some popular authoris appended thereto, forego the pleasure of Christmas turkey 
Fatten a pig and offer it for sale and you I when the whole family were startled al- 
can get a ready purchaser, but write, write, I most out of their wits by a violent ring at. 
write your brains tired and your pockets the door-bell; it was the grocer's boy with 
empty, produce and send forth thoughts a covered basket which he deposited on 
that if published would be of use to the the table with the remark, as he passed 
world for generations to come and you get out the door: “Read the tag, il explains 
nothing fur your labor. I know that vour | matters.” and in a moment he was in his 
story is a good one. a thought breeder ami wagon and driving rapidly away.
if published would be read by thousands Emma read the inscription on the tag, 
of people whose mental natures would be “For Dr. Milford and family, with com- 
stimulated and made better.by the reading, j plimcnts of Western Ethical Review." 
but where is the publishing house that will | Emma removed the cover and found the 
take it either by purchase or upon a ruy- basket to Con tain a fine fat turkey, a can 
ally? Not in this country, I am afraid?"’ of oysters, a package of cranberries and 

“Well, I will try." said the doctor in a I one of raisins and ihe corners lill<d with

ing a cent. Did you get any type-writing 
to do to-day, little mother?”

This last remark was addressed to her 
step-mother of whom she was very fond.

“Not a line to-day, or this week," re
plied Mrs. Milford, sadly. And silence fell 
upon the despondent group.

The Milford's were a common kind of 
folks; in fact, uncommonly common. 
They were practical, put on no style, were 
not extravagant in dress or in anything 
else; rather literary in th^r tastes, fond of 
reading, and both doctor and Mrs. Milford 
wrote occasionally for the papers and maga
zines of the day. The doctor was a prac
titioner of the old school, with gynecol
ogy as a specialty, and gave fair satisfac
tion to his patrons when once employed, 
but was no hand to make acquaintances 
or to obtain practice by methods employed, 
or resorted to by younger men. This par
tially superannuated him and laid him on 
the shelf as it were, while others with 
more brass and less conscientious scruples 
took the practice right from under his 
nose.

The doctor had made money in his

than before; in fact it never had seemed to 
ring as loud before as it had that evening, 
and who should step in but Mr. Stanton, 
the editor of the Review himself.

Dr. Milford arose, shook him by the 
hand and then introduced his wile and 
daughter who had never met him before. 
He bowed and look the proffered chair: 
Emma took his hat, and he began the con- 
versation by sa\ imr, “Doctor, 1 have just 
finished rending your must excellent story, 
and haw come to make you an offer for 
the entire copyright to it. I will run it. 
through the Review as a serial, then have 
it pulished iu book form, and also want 
you to dramatize ;t for me, as the Story 
has excellent material in. if f<<r a drama of 
a very high order, I am a, man that 
wants to do justice m all men, but we 
have so many manuscripts ottered, in fact 
almost thrust upon us that haw little 
merit and some none at nil, that we be
come weary ami lose our patience, but. 
after reviewing your story I discovered 
that I had gotten hold of something far 
above the, ordinary, in fact a story of real 
intrinsic merit, that was worth many times 
what 1 paid you for it, now if you will 
sell m<‘ the exclusive rjeht to it. and dram
atize it fur me as I said, I would give you 
what I Consider il is worth, namely, $5.-

Il is needless to say that the bargain was 
closed that night, and the editor of the 
Western Ethical Review hHped eat the 
Chistmas turkey he had so kindly sent Dr. 
Milford the day before: as he was a 
young man and appreciated good cooking 
ami the turkey was “done to a turn" 
and all the viands with which the table 
was Covered was savory and appetizing, 

despairing voice and Im arose, pul his hat I crackers. “Oh papa." she cried in glee, l'1’1'1^ H
on, took the manuscript of his story fn#m I “we will have our turkey at last, we will Pr”P'u,’,i J11" i",*sl Iio * wn a r 
the table and passed out. J have a grand dinner after all.” and she 11:1,1;i ■ f

As he went down the long, brick walk to | danced around the room for joy, hugging ^ aT et, ,1'1 A1* m
the nate and on up tin? street to the office first her papa, of whom she was verv fond, IT'* ’*1" ' ? a. ' 11 a. .A P? whiPtAluof the Review, his wife and daughter ami then kr‘Tittle mother” u> whlmt she 
looked after him until intervening build- seemed equally as loving. 1 ^ ? i M < v
ings hid him from their gaze. Mrs. Milford returned her caresses with P,G;S' " !l"'^!1-' •• !i ( l^ u<

“How disappointed, he will bv," said I a smile on her lips, but a feeling at her s<‘eur”
Emma, with a sigh. “Poor, dear papa. I Imari that she would rather have dom- R "'as Hot bmg niter Dm opening chap- 
How sorry lam for him." I without her part of the goodies than re- Pts ”f th” ductor's story had appeared

Mrs. Milford said nothing. She was st ill reive them from the man she felt had \ndil tim few acquaintances whom he had 
gazing down the walk with a far-away wronged them by taking their story for formed since coming to ilm city began to 
look in her eyes and a firm-set look about | such a pittance, but she refrained from be pressed Hr introductions to the “fa- 
the mouth, indicating that if she had the I saying what she thought fur fear of des- mous physician ami surgeon ’as they were 
power the disposition would certainly nut troying Um pleasure of the others. pleased t<» call him, ami Dr. Mbford. like
be lacking to bring some of those refrac- Just then the sharp, shrill whistle of the another celebrated author once said in ref- 
tory publishers to a sense of their duly | mail-man sounded at the door and Emma erence to himself, “awoke tu find himself 
towards amateur writers in general and I opened it and received the mail, “Nothing I famous.” 
her “hubby" in particular. but papers,” she said, as she deposited the Before the story was half published as a

Emma went to Um piano and began a I bundle on her papa’s knee. serial, Mr. Slanvm began to haw so many
low chant, as if consciously or uncon-I Dr. Milford laid down the ponderous calls fur it in bunk form that In* began Um 
sciously invoking Um powers that be in book of medical lore he had been poring plates ami ran oil' an edition ,.f mu thou- 
favor of her poor, distressed pa. Ami I over, for he was a great student, old as he sand copies, which were all sold by the 
Mrs. Milford took her sewing and seating was, and lifted the first paper he got hold time it had finished in the Review.-and Um 
herself by the window, began to stitch uf. It proved lobe the Ethical Review] Doctor had many calls for the productions 
away rapidly, jerking her thread with a I and almost the first thing that greeted hisl uf his'pen and brain al living prices; even 
quick motion of the arm and pressing Um I eyes was the following: "A New Serial from publishers wlm had returned the 
needle again into the cloth, as though Story; ’The Drunkard's Daughter’ from same articles before as “m>t available fur 
she meant it to cause pain, the expression I the gifted pen of Dr, Milford, the great I our columns?’ Su money came in rapidly, 
of her usually pleasant face drawn more physician and gynecological sturgeon, who and Dr. Milford and his family derived 
and more into a settled expression of dis- lias been ' prominent in Eastern medical both fame and wealth from that first story 
appointment that was bordering on despair, circles for many years, and a large con- which they were forced to sell for t he

Mrs. Milford loved her husband dearly, tribulor to the medical literature of the meagre sum of twenty dollars in order to
although he was by no means handsome, day, and a writer on subjects involving pay a month's rent* to keep from being 
was twenty years her senior and possessed advanced thought, for many papers and I turned out of doors.
a fearful temper when roused. She felt magazines. We are glad to announce that And ilm best of it was that mi the next
that his story was as good if not better than Dr. Milford has taken up his residence Christmas dav Mr. Stanton led the blush- 
some for which authors of note had re- among us, and is going to make our little j„g j>Uima to the altar, and made her his 
ceived round sums at the hands of these Western city his future home, and think brffi(? thus winning his second prize as a 
same publishers, while her own and her we are highly honored by the advent ^.suh of limir extremity of a year before, 
husband's productions were always or among us of so skillful a physician and "j^s. Milford is now limrarv'editor of the 
nearly always returned, with a “not.avail- talented a literary'writer as is Dr. Mil- | Western Ethical Review and Emma is able for our columns,” or a “will be pub- ford.” J musical critic, and vou could not offend
hshed if there are no charges.” These “Quite a pud.' he said at the close ol lMrs. Mulford more'easily than to say 
stereotyped phrases being so oft related I the reading, for he hud read it aloud, with something disparagingly ?f editors or pub- 
had become so. hateful to her that she 1 an amused expression at the corners of his ijshers. But she says she can never write 
dreaded to open a letter from a publisher I mouth and in his eyes, while Mrs. Milford tjle words "wi- find your contribution un- 
for fear that the one or the other would and Emma had stood and listened. available for our columns” without rceall-
nmet her gaze. So what was her astonish- “Of course that extensive notice is not j^, tjie memory of the feelings she in- 
ment when the doctor walked in, in less written for your sake, or for any benefit it (hn^ed against editors and publishers the 
than an hour and threw a new, shining I may do you,” replied Mrs. Milford. “Il davlidr' first smrv was sold for twenty 
twenty dollar gold piece into her lap. is only to give the story a better ‘send-off’ pillars, or without contributing a tear of

“There, they can’t turn us out for a and make the ‘Review’ a wider circnla- SorroW' and regret for the poor. diSap
month, anyhow; and maybe in that time I tion, and the story more popular, for pomp^, and often destitute, author, 
something will turn up to help us out.” { which he only paid the pitiful sum of * ' ’ s. T. SrnDUK.

Mrs. Milford took thecoin up and turned I twenty dollars.” ______ ___ 1.
turned it over in her hand, feeling and | “Don’t be so hard on Mr. Stanton, little , ...
pinching it to make sure that it was really I mother,” said Emma cheerfully, “you “A snake in the grass is ad the more 
what it seemed to be. Then she looked at know papa said he only glanced over the dangerous from being unsuspected. So 
her husband and said: I story when he took it to him, andmaybd an> ^W.’^ blood medicines offered

“The publisher of the Review did really he didn’t really know how good a story it Hie Ppolic. lo avoid ad risk, ask your
deign to give you twenty ^dollars for the | was, and remember he has been kind druggist lur Ayer s Sarsaparilla, and also
story did he, or am I dreaming, or did you enough to send us all these good things “,r *Vers Almanac, winch is mst out lor
get the money from some other source?" for our Christmas dinner, so perhaps he is ^^ ncw N*-*^1’-

“He really bought the manuscript,” rr- I mme kind-hearted than you think after —-----------
plied the doctor, “but not until I had to all.” To prevent the burdening of the sub
tell him of our poverty, which I did not Mrs. Milford was about to reply, and cutaneous tissues of tin* scalp and the 
mean, to do and then I think it was more from the hard lines about the usually obliteration of the hair follicles, which 
out of pity than anything else and he re- smiling mouth was evidently going tu say cause baldness, use Hall’s Hair Renewer. 
luctantly consented to take the story and something not very complimentary’ to 
pay me the twenty for it and I was glad I editors in general and the editor of the I ~
to get anything and to escape into the fresh Ethical Review in particular, when the Don’t become constipated. Take Beech
air, for I lek that 1 was choking.” I door-bell rang again, seemingly louder I am’s Pills.
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with a TacMass and Soluble Coati'.?.

BEECHAM'S
PILLS :: 

are a marvellous J [ 
Antidote for Weak * *Weak

Stomach,

SICK HEAD*
ACHE

ed Blzes-b 
lion. Con-<* 
atlpatlon»> 
JMaorder»> 
ed Over# < * 
etc.; founds

also to be especially efficacious and remedial, i 
; bjrimM ' *;
Of all druggists. Price 23. cents a box. < * 

New York Depot, 365 canal st. ’ [

Unlike the Dutch Process
No Alkalies

Other Chemicals
are used in the 

preparation of

W. BAKER & CO.’S

BreakfastCocoa
which is absolutely 
pure and soluble.

Ith&smorethanthreetim^ . 
the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or 
Sugar, and is far more eco

nomical, costing less than one cent a cup. 
It is delicious, nourishing, and EASILY 
DIGESTED. ____________

Sold by Grocers every where.
W. BAKER & CO,, Dorchester, Mm

MIND, THOUGHT AND CEREBRATION.
BY ALEXANDER WILDER.

Pamphlet form, price 10 cents.
For sale, wholesale and retail, at The Religio- 

PHILOSOFHICAL JOURNAL Office.

MY u/l rc SAYS SHE CANNOT SEE HOW 
Wirt YOU 00 IT FOR THE MONEY.

$ 1H Buys a $65.001»|to««l Oxford Singer 
YUSivisit Muhin.: ptfat working rolisbk, 
finely finUhed, adapted to light and heavy work, 
with a complete Mt of the lateet improved MtMhiMnU 

FBI. Xach machine is guaranteed far tjwi. Buy 
ilreet from out factory, and eave dealer, and agent# 
profit. FREE TRIAL and FREE CATALOGUE. 
OXFORD MFG. CO., DEPT. B34 Chicago, HL

NOT DEAD.
My darling boy, with golden hair 

Strewn o'er thy noble brow.
Though in the past divinely fair. 

More beauteous art thou now.
My only boy, thou com’st to me. 

My heart is crushed and sore. 
And whisper’st from my spirit, home 

“Not dead bul gone before/'
My angel boy, thy spirit voice 

Awakes me from my dreams, 
Aud oh, how wise, and pure, and real 

Thy boyish utterance seems.
I hold my breath to hear thee speak.

I see thy dear lips part.
And long to hold thee in my ghu-p 

And press thee to my heart.

Not dead,thy form is near me now.
And moves my pen to write;

Thou iiv'st iu God's spirit spisere, 
Where all is pure aud bright.

Not dead, for I shall follow thee, 
Ah me! I care not whither,

If thou but lead me and we see 
The spirit laud together.

—Don* SINGLETON Moss.

UNSEEN.
We see but half the causes of our deeds. 
Seeking them wholly in the outer life. 
And heedless of the encircling spirit world. 
Which, though unseen, is felt, and sows in us 
Ail germs of pure aud world wide purposes.

—Lowell.

“If he would would only help me just once more;" 
Bending beneath the burden low leried.

My eyes were blinded, and I did not see 
The Shining Angel standing at my side.

I did not hear the low, sweet Words that. $dl,— 
Replies that met my spirit’s deepest needs.

I did not heed the touch of holy hands
That thrilled my own with strength for nobler 

deeds.
Oh, Friend! in heaven's sweet peace enfolded 

now,
How could I dream your love would I nd a 

means
To ease the burden and to point the way.

And lead me. to the fair life of my dream<-
—Lilian Whiting in The Boston Budget.

Sips of Health.
You don’t have to look 

twice to detect them—bright 
eyes, bright “color, bright 
smiles,. 
bright in 
every ac
tion.

Disease is 
overcome, 
only when 
weak tissue 
is replaced
kind. Scotts’ Emulsion of 
cod liver oil effects cure by 
building up sound flesh. It 
is agreeable to taste and 
easy of assimilation,

Prepared by Scott A Bowne, N. Y. All druggists.

CURED OF 8ICK HEADACHE.

Tuffs Pills
,bi|«mrwth»mwM*MH«r« < i 
ftM iSSt «n« pHI aeM b«tt«r tbs* 
am# way #b»r Miwa, Mid «mm not

SOW BVKBYWHEKE.
Office, 140 to 144 Washington St, & I.

THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS
OF

SPIRITUALISM.
Thanks to the introduction of Salvation 

Oil, you ng bicyclers need not fear a fid L 25c.

The Sixth Sense,
BLBGTRlOITB

A Story for the People.
By Mary E. Buell.

12mo., Cloth, 521 pages. Price, $1.25.
Thlsadmirable book might have been called Doro

thy, but then the title would have given no clue to 
the contents. The author “hopes the story of ‘The 
Sixth Sense* may not only prove sweet and rich to all 
young people, but that It may fill their receptive 
minds with a higher and fuller sense of that ‘Eider 
Brother’ and his mission on earth eighteen hundred 
years ago.” Some writers have described wonder
ful psychical experiences without daring to attempt 
a discussion or explanation of their causes. Mrs. 
Buell essays the task of explaining the laws and 
naming the forces by which denizens of the Spirit- 
World return and manifest. Whether she is wholly 
correct will remain a moot question with many*, but 
it may be truthfully said that she is very much in 
earnest, and in the simplest language possible sets 
forth her views. While the story has a high motive, 
it is not prosy. On the contrary It ia a breezy, 
healthy, Inspiring volume, adapted to both old and 
young.

For sale, wholesale and retail, at The Hzmgio- 
Philosophical Journal Office.

LIGHT ON THE PATH.
With Notes and Comments.

A treatise for the personal use of those who are 
Ignorant of the Eastern Wisdom, and who desire to 
enter within its influence.

Written down by M, C.
Price, cloth bound, 40 cents; paper cover, 25 cents.
For sale, wholesale and retail, at Ths Religio- 

Philosophical Journal Office.

'THIS INFLUENOE
OF

FOOD ON CHARACTER
OR

VEGETABLE VS. ANIMAL DIET.
BY

REUBEN PERRY.
The object of this essay is to point out the infiu- 

ence that the different kinds of food for along time 
exclusively eaten have had In the formation 
character.

Price, 10 cents.
For sale, wholesale and retail, at Th® Reltgio- 

Philosophical Journal Office.

5000 BOOK AGENTS WANTED FOB 

DARKNESSsDAYLIGHT 
or LIGHTS ANH SHADOWS OF NEW YORK LIFE.

A WOMAN'S thrilling story of Gospel, Temperance, and 
Rescue work '• In J Jin Same ” in the great under-world of New 
York. By Mrs. HELEN CAMPBELL. Introduction 
.By Rev. Ryman Abbott, JD.D.

A wonderful book of Christian love and faith. £60 Illustra
tions from .flashlight Photographs of TadkWfo. 4&th thousand. 
The fastest selling book ever published. Ascents Wanted,— 
both Men and Women. KT* )fe Give Credit, .Extra Terms, 
and Pag Freights. Outfit free. Write for circulars to

A. D. WORTHINGTON A CO., Hartford. Oona.
Also 6.000 Lady Agents Wanted on ^>«£al Terms for 

.MHltoJMBB 
Brimfull of good things forall,~ a»4mag^taefor«B.6O. 
The Brightest. Purest. Best, and Cheapest out. Mary A. 
JEtvermore, Helen Campbell, Rev. Dr. Francis E, Clark, and 
scores of others write for it. The tied chance rrer offered to 
Eady Agents. Write for particulars now. Address as above.

Profitable employment for men and women. C. 
M. MCGOWEN 2UB Gratiot street, St. Louis.

fURIBIU^on’I’iM Habit Cured in 10OrluldMr®
AGENTS WANTED ON SALARY 

or commission, to handle the New Patent Chemical 
ink Erasing Pencil. Agents making 150 per week.

Monroe Eraser MfgCo., X 401, La Crosse. WIs.

The rSuperintendent of the Indian In
dustrial Training School at Perris. Cali
fornia, writes us as follows: "No pro
vision is made in our appropriation for 
Christmas gifts, etc., for the children. The 
teachers will provide holiday festivities 
which is all that can be expected from 
slender purses with many demands upon 
them. If our friends scattered all over the 
country happen to think of trifles cast aside 
in well-to-do families which they care to 
drop in the mail addressed to this school 
they will, in the aggregate supply the 
Xmas presents for all of our pupils ami 
gladden the hearts of a host of little Indians 
that are delving into the mysteries of the 
white man's ways. Anything that would 
be of service to boys and girls from eight 
to sixteen ycais of age will be acceptable 
and should be mailed, postpaid, marked: 
Superintendent, Indian Industrial Train
ing School, Perris, California.

Heaven Revised
A Narrative of Personal Experiences After 

the Change Called Death.

The Woman’s Publishing Company of 
Minneapolis, Minn., publishers of "The 
Housekeeper” will pay 5 per cent, as its 
first semi-annual dividend January 1st, 
1893. All stock fully paid up before that 
date will participate. A few shares of the 
capital stock of this company will make a 

permanent paying Christmas present.

BY EPEH SARGENT.
Author <»f “ Planchette, .<r the Despair of science,'’ 

‘'The Proof Palpable of Immortality,” Etc.

This la a large 12mo. <>f 372 pages, In long primer 
type, with an appendix of twenty-three pages hi bre
vier.

The author takes the ground that since natural 
science I« concerned with a knowledge of real phe
nomena. apjiealing tu our sense perceptions, and 
wblvh arc not only historically Imparted, but are di
rectly presented in the irreslatable form of dally 
demonstration to any faithful Investigator, therefore 
Spiritualism Is a natural science, and all opposi
tion to it. under the Ignorant uretense that it Is out
side of nature. Is unscientific and unphilosophical.

Mr. Sargent remarks in his preface: “ The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the man claiming to be a 
philosopher, physical or meUpnystcal, who shall 
overi -ok the.constantly recurring phenomena here 
recorded, will be set down as behind the age, or as 
evading Its most important question. Spiritualism Is 
not now Tilt dkhpair of scienck, as I called it on 
the t itle page of my first book on the subject. Among 
Intelligent observers Its claims to scientific recogni
tion ure no longer a matter of doubt."

Cloth. V2mo., 372 pages. Price, fl. postage IC 
cents.

For sale, wholesale and retail, at The Relkho- 
Philosophical Journal Office.

The Salem Seer 
Reminisoenoes of 

Charles H. Foster, 
THE FAMOUS MEDIUM.

BY
GEORGE C. BARTLETT.

The writer of this book was associated with Mr. 
Foster for some years and took every advantage of 
testing his peculiar gifts. Urged by many who were 
knowing to this Mr. Bartlett finally consented, and 
the result Is a plain statement of facta and descrip
tions of many seances held in all parts of the world, 
which he hopes may be of service to investigators 
and astlmulns to practical and scientific researchers.

Rev. S. C. Beane Unitarian), in a letter written at 
the time of Mr. Foster's obsequies and read by Rev. 
George 8. Hosmer, who conducted the services, has 
this passage: “Whatever one's theory might be, In 
his presence the reality of a future life seemed to 
possess and command even the habitually indifferent. 
To thousands of thoughtful men and women on both 
sides of the Atlantic, he has been a voice from the 
eternal world."

Bound in cloth, and illustrated with a picture of 
Mr. Foster. Price, 11. Address

For sale, wholesale and retail, at The Religio- 
Philosophical Journal Office.

By Mrs. E. B. Duffey.
An exchange in reviewing thia work truly saya: 

“This is a narrative of personal experiences after 
death, of a spirit that returns and gives it graphic
ally, through the medium. It is just the thing for a 
neophyte to read, who desires to know something of 
the beyond, being one of the moat common sense 
productions we have seen in Spiritual literature for 
many a day.”

Another says: “This is an exposition of Spiritual 
philosophy, from the pen of one who la thoroughly 
Imbued with the new light of Spiritual science, and 
there ia nothing in the work that can offend the moat 
fastidious critic of the orthodox school..........Alto
gether It ia well worth careful reading by all oandF 
minds.

Pamphlet, 101 pp. Price 26 cents.
For sale, wholesale and retail, at The Religk- 

Phxlosophical Journal Office.

FLORIDA AND SOUTH-EAST.
Dixie Flyer sleepers: Nashville to Jack

sonville, Fla., without change, over Nash
ville, Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway 
via Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon, and L&ke 
City. Berths engaged through from Chi
cago over the Lookout Mountain Route. 
Apply to or address B. F, Neville, Passen
ger Agent. 194 Clark Street, Chicago.

A rapid ^ruw ing, hardy climber, attaining a Height al over tarty 
feet. Flowers curious pipe shape, three or four inches 
long, yellowish-green brown. Leaves ten lathes across.

A FLORAL CURIOSITY. ^
Price per plant ay cents} three plants docents, and, 

where requested, u ith each order will he give# FREE a copy of
THE POETS’ NUMBER

^)ic^’s floral Guide,
1893.

This year we have combined a most novel and charming feature in the 
way of hundreds of beautiful and appropriate poetical quotation* from the 
best authors, making The Posts’ Number of Tick’s Floral Guide a 

source of interest and pleasure th* whole year. The practi
cal part contains Colored Ffetrs at Alpine dKttsr, J

1 flWVPJan08>$rKans,S83up.WantAg’t».CatT'gDfiftl 11 FREE DanT F Beatty Washington K. J.

FINELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK
descriptive of Florida and the Southern 
Country, mailed free to any address upon 
receipt of ten cents in stamps. Charles L. 
Stone. Gen'l Pass'r and Tkt. Agent, Chi
cago & Eastern Illinois R. R. Room415, 
First National Bank Bldg., Chicago.।__ j

9i»9t Cattmag, Com stud jPotaloes, hundred* ot Engraving*: doswriptions of the sweet- 
< 4 and most prolific Pea—’ffht Charmer, Ths Etseldm dYUfg-st font, which war. such 
■i favorite last summer, sw Amm, stew ChrygauthnmasHUt 9ad score* of other 
gi.md and g<.<>4 things. Names and prices of everything one coaid desire in way 
of Flowers, Vegetables, Plants, Bulbs, etc. i

Sent for only 10 cent*, which can be deducted from the first order.

JAMBS VICK’S SOM^v
» API UN OF VICK’S NAVY,
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SUPERIOR 
to all other 
medicines for 
purifying thf- Ulood 
and restoring the 
health and 
strength,

AVER’S
Sarsaparilla

is the 
standard specific 
for Scrofula,Catarrh
Debility.

Cures Others
will cure you.

CHOICE GIFT BOOK
Paper. !>■}; e’vth. Is; i-vua i ,<>ih mid .’;’;, -s. > •»

A Chaplet of Amaranth,
BytljeAuth'Wvss »i -Tron (Uer the Toi. a ' -;;;,-i

-*Fr<>ni S-a;’ tv s<»:ti, ’ Kir. •

Being Brief T houglUs muhis LuMim! th-- X* \i,
••A better monil text is "k. <*r <>jp more aiieiSs-i; 

topurli’y the Hie arei cJi?-'>b’*‘the a.-tien- -i vonrv 
anti old. cnitbi not be si-hs-UM tor riwitkit i-i: 
Brighton Examiner,

ANO UE AM, BtMK<’U gBi.s

CutAfrs ?M)O ANNUA . ..

'•UM u.c

: - i vn: j hoj. p v • ;•>■
I ?•'<>■.My ;.,u-.;:,(: u
S l*.; b- go'.e * -t ■ - !

POULTRY fot P8OFH

spiirg c. |u!:' i!,-'

UNITY
Eight ftmwolumn pages.weH printed. A liberal sermon 
every week, with live articles on current topics, 

one dollar a. year.
Ten week* on t-ia! forfen rent*in Mnmpi.

CHARLES H, XEUH* i ll.,Pubs., 175 JlearWn Ht..CMe*xO.

ILLUMINATED BUDDHISM
OP

'Till-'. TRUE MUVAKA.-

•’Thr hf>ukh<,Tore wk. a-ddr from its mystic inerb- 
nds, ink''.- an entluU-nen view of the d<H »rhi<-- • 
the tvansmigt f«th:n T Minis, nf re- -incarnation and < f 
Nirvana.......hid we need net follow tlie detain. ♦’■>■.• 
it would give Put an jn:;>erh(-f idea ofum'iittiic 
pa st readable bonks nt its lino we have m«‘t :n a 
Jong time. Its literary -M ?e is unetei.ptjoiiahie, and 
the anther shows in wry chapter evidiMQ-- - ! ', '. ■>■■
foi!„.I th<>ush' and a nnt-tety <lj stair; 
a plem-bn.’to Pillow."- ihiii'tii’tf.

”.-;,•(. eiot*, tlUI uaper. .‘-u cv>-

•t

For Kale, wholesale and retail, at Tiiii Rhj.mio 
Pumosophical Journal unice.

,’, sir H Sirh <Jr;»Ue l.htand 
Barhiiln Hook rent to any id

LORD & THOMAS. 
Newspaper Advertising 

*5 RANDOLPH STIKSb 
nmcaan

WATCHyJu
IMMMMMW IP v-vy
AT-O«Ca Tu WJliMir A. €•• . •- ■ m> ..

RK 
t'LJ**. V

3THIS $11 to $17 EDE? 
ofl SEWING MACHINE ImK^ 

toexRmlnvInHiiy home* H*i»tiMQ- 
where without one eval in iuKh ec. 
VVHrru«tv4 «hc bvHt i rwlp^ mn^h’^c 
env ma p, v ntta -1 • ' ’
farmore L’’C^} *f ri Ltiy uUt<.’1 . yGireH (.

Mention this paper
. Cl

D11 DTI ID E« «i- ' "K Hill I Hoult giving full piir- 
■ ■wl I wllwtiticularB sent FUKE. 
Address DR. W. S. RICE, Box 202, Smithville, Jeffer
son Co,, N, Y.

CHRISTMAS mXlS.
I Ig.ibhL is-Jg *<». t .hj,’".n-a . H. ■ 
Theg M1-! 5,i>!‘Hi:;r <'afuU j-Gy,

A O’! V. jL. .-Ji'l -.V- • f

' uM'll'

Ah l lh"it.'.M IriW, iMui.J'.* h;id row.
TlvL'Il’f!’’' 'i!‘;illl hruh'l'b'U

'i G' <>b1-r <.>'b - n ;
' If p>Mi':‘ oh I M*lh, VO'1 i WU . '<* hit'!,’

Til} riihuit,.-iiuhi/ ■■•u i.-> Mg,
Th" iv..i*Lt s^niv 4 n,<m g/fc jodi

A "‘UMU MOkUM”,
< h -i; 'L. .’ t xlU u;eh '

mu HL

If lb

■•r mL
: Wifi to »’J 'll.‘"

M W, LoM.lU Uo'a,

■ .v-vf /opv^ r-wh
T..J ' "|| .HpS o!,> I

■ 1 f»V ;i. ;<4 -
.• Ml,/' 1 Mid :

I r pp;

/L-v-LLViKham 
V pMO' -g 7 h,

WUh

LVkuVJ, Li IVK S< >NGS

Hot
si.- M .’ti'M* Hi" way

Wh-T"

Ser ‘-ii’ L-viiiJ soir ?" i-’h.
1OMhi-be.ir! «< i-'•■!? >b ..'Ciir 
i H ’It- I Math1

"Who-ZU a" Ui 
■ Mm ’famous U

M H l- -•>'->h t'libd

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Wk 'I! ;<-;ivihg his lr.UM M .’sprim 
u> !>■■ imuigurMf'd iT' shli m of llm Rmb-d

I'r'Mmi.s ;in>Hp'i'-bLi.r\ in which h

Tin ^- W-H'd- '*M;M WUt U.S IHUi'h !'“!(■•'

Il<>xv him- ib’iii-lhN run? ■•.-,
! p hi ih>' XoHinviM N a greal otipiie 

waiting joi’y“!u;g and sHirdy f'aM.vs b» 
ri-m-'..hd d- ' -M-p :: Mid 'Mn-W Up Wifi) 
Iho ruuMn.' Ad "ire Hu's b:<md Sand 
an- ii;>- \ouug f.M.^s, ih" b.a -. thai Lin- 
ro’u rJornd io. siekmg i>> h.Mrr ihviy
frhiiM’iii iiicl g<-’ s-n in lib*.

ILt- ;• itr u '.‘hitH'*'' 
Tl;-‘ iP itiin M'-tp •! p> BoJIg llh'

N-.rihem I’mT-c II. B. lbw y«‘U mu imd 
pnliy much :uivihii;g xmi w.-hh, in 
Minn’ S'd:1. and in ih'- K--d Biv.-r VuT-v of 
Xniih link'd;!. »h“ flm-1 of pjMiru* lands 
liJh-d for whe.-n ami g»M!,. « r as wH: fur 
(liM-rsHb'd i'aimnig. In W.>h-m North 
Ik.hMn. and Moiitaiti'. M'- slock ranges 
inuith-sx pi vxb-m, cjuiird with nm most 
nutritious of gras--'

If a fruit farming r- gkm i< wabb-d ihcr>-

IToHl.
As for scruie T'mIiI; the Northern Pa- 

ritir Railroad ] ussrs through a. country 
unpuralbb d. In vibsShMlie Rocky Bii- 
br lion! and Cas/ad-- Mountains, the 
greatest mouidahi srenwy to bi- wen in tlie 
I'nibd Males from rar windows is found, 
Tho womh-rfu’ bad lands wonderful in 
graceful form and glowing color. are a 
poem. Lake-. Pend tpiidik' and Orur 
d'Ab ui*, are u’one worthy of a trans-rom 
liurnta! trip, whih'they are ihe fisherman's 
rhhna Thine. Tib* rid'- along (‘lark’s 
lAnk of the < ’olumbia Riveris a daylight 
drearm To rap the el-max this is the only 
wav to burn the far famed Y“ihAvstone

T<> r-ach Mal s'e ah tin.-, the Northern 
Pariik mulroal furnish trains and service 
<»f uiiMirnass'd '•Ncwl'dH-,., The’mosi ap- 
pr< v»d Mid i-omfortabb' Pahu’e Shaping 
cars; th*- Iv-^ Billing rars that ran bi 
made; PiiIlnvB ToiiHh rars bT both Hist 
and swond riass pas-vug-ws; easy riding

Postal vars-all drawn by powerful Buhlwin 
I(>ronn4iu's. make a Hain th for rovallv 
it . ir.

Those sw-ki!!!; for ipov homes should 
lake this train and go mH spy mu the laud.

G. P. & T. A., St, Paul, Minn.

Uncle Sam s
Columbian Gift

TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

The Government Gives

HOW tO Get Uo to your nearest Bank and subscribe for as many coins 
Tt r • as You nee^ for y°ur family and friends. These Sub- lilC LOinS Agents of the World’s Columbian Exposition wiilyve 

vi »u their receipt for "the money. There is no^xpense to yon al u ndmg the distri
bution of the Souvenir Coins, as we send them to your local bank, h for 
any reason it is inconvenient for you to subscribe send Postortice < r Express 
Money Order or Registered Letter for as many coins as you whh with 
instructions how to send them to you, to

TREASURER WORLD’S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.
CHICAGO, ILLS.

Orders will be Filled in the Order in which they are Received.

OVERS
To examine our Celebrated and Charming '‘CONOVER" PIANOS.

(STRICTLY HIGH GRADE. > 
T15 WAHASH AVENUE.

Is onlv 75 cents to Subscribers

ANGEL WHISPERINGS
KOU

The Searchers After Truth
HY HATTIE .1. KAT

Thia vol tune la presented to the public In hom 
that ninny mny draw inspiration from Ka pages. The 
poems are well celled "Angel Whisperings

Prive. ornamental cover, $1,50; gilt edges, 1200; 
postage .17 cents.

5.000,000 Souvenir Coins
to the World's Fair

Appropriate Gifts to friends Inis

Columbian Year
are these

Columbian
Half
Dollars

The Worlds Fair Authorities

versal interest in these Souvenir

orders from all over the Union.
Remember that the price ot 

these coins is one dollar ( ^ch- 
no more—-no loss.

Wholesale and retail Wart-rooms.

CHICAGO tUH'Ahh^ lUWY.

ONE DOLtLAR

EVERYHOUR
is easily made by any one of either sex in any part 
of the country who la willing to work Industriously 
at the employment which we furnish. We tit you 
out complete, so you may give the business a trial 
without expense to yourself. Write and ne>-. n, 
HALLKW & Co., Rev l.M Portland, Me.



1
i)EC. 24, wi

"The Denton.”
A Great Premium.

’S**«a*W*0*0**BO^^

Christmas Morning home
A #40 SKWING MACHINE AND THE KE- 

I4«IO PHILOSOPHICAL, JOUR
NAL ONE YEAR FOR #20

Points of Superiority
OF TUB 

gfB®<TON”
, Sewing Machine.

“THE DENTON” hits the {largest design of bent 
woodwork; with skeleton drawer eases, made in both 
walnut and oak, highly iinished and the most dur
able made.

The stand is rigid and strong, having brace from 
over each end of treadle rod tu table, has a large bal
ance wheel with belt rephteer, audja very easy 
motion uf treadle.

The head is free from plate tensions, the {machine 
la so set that without any change of upper or lower 
ension you can sew from No, 40 to No. ISO thread, 

and by a very slight change of disc tension on face 
plate, you can sew from th© coarsest Jo the finest 
thread. It has a seif-setting needle and loose pully 
device on hand wheel for winding bobbins without 
running the machine; has automatic bobbin winder, 
self-threading shuttle with positive feed and positive 
take-up. The finest work, Arrasene, Embroidery, 
Etching, or any work done on any other machine, 
can easily be accomplished on this one. It is adjust
able in all its bearings, and has less springs than any 
other sewing machine on the market, it is the 
quickest to thread, being self-threading, except the 
eye of the needle. It is the easiest machine in 
changing length of stitch, and is very quiet and easy 
running. Is a high arm machine, which allows ot a 
very large space under arm,

ifeta^ Accompanying Each Machine
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

One Huffier, with Shirrer Plate 
One Set of 4 Hemmers, 
One Binder,
One Presser Foot, 
One Hemmer and Feller, 
One Braider Foot, 
One Tucker, 
One Quilter, 
One Plate Gauge, 
One Slide for Braider. 
One OU Can (with Oil), 
One Thread Cutter,

Attachments In 
bracket are ail 

interchangeable 
into toot on 
presser bar.

Six Bobbins, 
Seven Needles, 
one Large Screw Driver, 
One Small Screw Driver, 
One Wrench, 
One Instruction Book.

WARRANTY.
Every machine is fully warranted for rtve years 

Any part proving defective will be replaced free uf 
charge, excepting needles bobbins and shuttles.

TERMS.

Any old subscriber will he entitled to “The Denton' 
machine and one year’s extension of subscription to 
Tub Journal on payment of $20.

o
Any new subsbriber will receive "The Denton’ 

machine and The J oriw al for one year on pay
ment of $20.

For 175 I will send The Jocknal one year to 
thirty new subscribers, and "The Denton” to the 
getter-up of the club; and 1 will also send to each 
member of the club a copy of Dr, Crowell’s “Spirit 
World.” N. B.— This proposal for clubs secures $145 
for $75, and those proposing to canvass for such a 
club must notify me at once, as 1 reserve the right 
to withdraw the offer, only holding myself obligated 
to such as have notifled me that they are at work on 
it.

SHIPPING.
Every machine will be securely packed and crated 

and delivered on board car at factory free of extra 
charge. The transportation charges, to be paid on 
delivery by the buyer, will be very small; the crated 
machine going as ordinary freight.

“The Denton" is manufactured exclusively for the 
KBLiGio-l’Hn.osopinrAL Journal and is equal in 
all particulars to any $40 machine on the market.

REMITTANCES.
Send money by 1*. O. order, express order, or draft 

on Chicago or New York. Please do not send checks 
on local banks.

State whether you will hace. the machine in oak or 
walnut.

Address
The Religlo-Phllosophicai Journal o

^pIIE man who said “There's nothin# Hire hi this world but death and taxes'* might have given a pleasant aspect to this 
Ji* philosophy by noting that Christmas was coming, too, and pretty regular at that.

The rise and progress of Christmas in this country is a very interesting subject of investigation, as showing the’diverse 
character of America's curly settler?, and the peculiar elements concerned in the development of the features of our present 
holiday season. The Virginia settlement was cradled in poverty and was too deeply concerned with the problem of exist
ence to celebrate anything. hi New England the life of the Pilgrim Fathers was so hard that statutes were easily enacted 
forbidding the celebration of Christmas, largely on the ground that the day ronld not be spared as a time of abstinence 
from work. A compromise was linally made, however, that only those who worked on that day should have anything to 
eat during the twenty-four hour*.

It was by the Dutch and Hermans who settled in New York later that Christmas was first recognized to any notable 
extent in early limes. The Dutch and English brought the Yule log to the Christmas fireside, but it was the Germans, 
with their old Druidical traditions, who introduced evergreens and planted the first Christmas trees on this continent. 
Then St. Nicholas, the early Christian patron saint of the young, and Santa Claus, the kindred, patron saint among the 
Dutch, began to be invoked for blessings. Other elements in the population gradually became interested in Ynletido and 
the ^Christmas tree, and so the day has grown to its present importance.

The modern Christmas tries a man’s reasoning powers ta the fullest extent. With him it is a problem just what to 
give.each, and if he makes no mistake he is a wise man indeed. Tim wisest arc those who appreciate, the value of good 
books, and what book is there that is more useful than a work of Reference? In the REVISED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BRITANNICA the knowledge of the world has been gathered up and. its marvel of cheapness makes il possible for every
one to purchase. Try giving a set to your friend and ^ee how he. will appreciate, it.

READ OUR PROPOSITION:
On receipt of only ONE DOLLAR we will forward to you, charges prepaid, the entire set of 20 volumes, the ro-

maining^H.OO to he paid at the rate uf to rents a day (to be remitted monthly.)
GT THIS WT AND SEND TO THE REMi;iO-PHIUWH»HieAL JO VENAL.

llELltUO-PUlbUEOPIHOAL JoEPXAl.:
Phnnr tldiri r h> me Hu entire ^ l t>f 20 rfOmux uf lb rim A EnetieU^Hrilia 

Erihtnniea. its abort th sorthrA, bnh thi r irilh Hoar Phn> Satinyx Hank, fir irhh'h 
I win*' Ont Polhir, awl fit "the* a>n <t hi retail to f u-fx a tht^ fri iiulfintj the 
xaitif vionlhh/) nufil fh< ri niaimn>j fylJW E fagf }>ahl.

Paxtaffirc,...

Ct.Wlhf.

A beautiful dime savings bank will be 
sent with the books, in which Ilie dime 
may be deposited each day. This 
edition is printed from new, large type 
on a fine quality of paper, and is 
strongly bound in heavy munilla paper 
covers, which with proper care will last 
a liftdime. Bear in mind that the en
tire 20 volumes are delivered to your 
address, with all charges paid to any 
part of the United States, ^Mexico and 
Canada.

This special oiler is made only to 
the readers of the REUGHHPinLosorm- 
cal Journal, and will remein open for 
a limited time only.
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APPROPRIATE CHRISTMAS GIFTS.
All who think of giving tangible Christ

mas presents are now absorbed in the busi
ness of selecting them. Every one wants 
to have his presents acceptable to thv re
cipient, and a few points kept well in mind 
ought to insure that result. In the first 
place let your present be. appropriate. It 
is important that your holiday remem
brance should be such as appeals to your

frmnil^ tastes nr needs, in order tn fulfill 
its mission. Having sefll«-d on the class or 
kind of gift best suited in any instance the 
next tiling to he considered is your ability 
t<> afford it. anti the best way to get it for 
the least money. When you are consider
ing making your Christmas presents it may 
be Web to think a minute at least about 
the Revised Eneylopedia Britannica.which 
is now made available at very advanta
geous terms to readers of The Relkhg- 
Puilosophical Journal. If you intern! 
giving a little, simple remembrance to a 

Jrumd for whom you have only a passing 
regard, then you do not want these books 
for this purpose, but if th*’ person whom 
you intend to favor is one in whom you are 
really interested, then you can du no better 
than think right hen* whether a set of the 
Revised Encyclopedia Britannica would be 
adaptable, ami they are for unpersons of 
good taste.

There can be nothing more appropriate 
for a Christmas present than a subscrip
tion for one year to The Relkhu-Philo- 
sornicAL Journal. Send it toyuurneigh
bor or friend. There needs tube a great deal 
<»f missionary work done for Spiritualism 
and there cun be nothing better than The 
Journal to place in the hands of those in
terested. <>ur subscribers all write us the 
most appreciative letters of The Journ al. 
s<> many adding, “we arc proud to show 
The Journal tu our friends."

Read this Christmas number of The 
Journal and consider whether you have 
nut. some friend to whom you would like 
to have the paper sent one year, as a New 
Year's present. If you have, send the 
name and address with the subscription, 
to (his oilier and thereby make a very ap
propriate gift ami at the same time help 
increase the circulation of a paper that 
commands the respect and confidence of 
Spiritualists and nun-Spiritualwls every- 
Where.

Thu next half-tone portrait, which will 
be sent with Tn .£ Journal will be mm of 
Mrs. Sara A. VnderwuoiL

A number of arliehs on mediumship 
will appear in the. New Year’s number of 
The Journal.

The practice of making expensive pr/s- 
enis inlruducod inlu the holiday season a 
mercenary element that deprives the cus
tom of its sweetest charm. The idea of 
financial reciprocity in gifts spoils the 
whole purpose of the giving. No more 
insane custom could possibly exist than 
one which forces a man to give away once 
a year some tens or hundreds of dollars’ 
worth of things to people who in turn are 
expected to give him things of the same 
value, especially when the things are ob
jects which none of the parties care much 
for when they have received them. The 
real Christmas gift—the gift that expresses 
the spirit of good will and kindliness, that 
is the essence of t ht? custom—is that which 
has cost the giver not so much mere cash 
as a little time and thought, More of the 
real Christmas spirit may be conveyed by 
a thing trilling in itself than by the most 
splendid gift of gold or diamonds. Culti
vate the Christmas spirit; let it shine 
through your words and deeds: ami then 
your gifts, however small in value, will 
have a charm for those who receive them 
that will abide throughout the. year.

The American Sabbath Union held a 
mass meeting in Chicago the other evening. 
Rev., Herrick Johnson repeated the usual 
platitudes about the duty of closing the 
World's Fair on Sunday. lie was followed 
by Rev. II. A. Thompson, who according 
to the daily Tribune's report, began his 
remarks with the statement that he sin-

cendy ho|M*d the Fair would be a dis
astrous failure if the gates were opened 
Sundays. “Uhokra,” Im said, ’’may corm* 
and visit us next year. Lei it come: it 
will at least be better than a World’s Fair 
open Sunday. None but th” disreputable 
desire that the Fair be opened on the first 
day of Rie week.and none hut the depraved 
will visit it. if it is opvu,ou that day." Res
olutions were adopted charging the. World's 
Fair directors with bad faith in seeking to 
have Congress reconsider tin* Sunday- 
closing clause after having accepted the 
$?,5ihUHM appropriation with that eondi 
Hon and denouncing the Mayor and Coun
cil for interfering. The American Sabbath 
Union which is. in effect, an vedesiatical 
and ministerial organization, is making 
itself more offensive every day by its exhi
bitions of narrowness It ought to take 
lessons from mon like Bishops Potter and 
Spalding and Rovs. Chad wick ami Savage.

Time and space are, so to speak, the ele
ments in which events and thoughts occur. 
Then* is always room for all objects, af- 
fording the amplest accommodation for 
tin* vast masses of fire and splendor called 
suns, with their planetary satellites to 
move in without accumulation or crowd
ing. although the night-heaven occasion
ally, with its innumerable light-points 
looks as though it were densely furnished 
but. it is not. There is a vast interspace 
even between the planets of out solar sys- 
iem which isolates them from one another, 
As there is space enough, so then* is time 
enough for all kinds of evolutions. The 
old Zoroastrians gave their Supreme Being 
a name which meant Boundless Time. 
The immeasurable expansion of space and 
time, in our conception of them by current 
astronomy and geology constitutes a revel
ation more startling than any ever made 
before, a revelation which brings us face 
to face as it were wuh infinity and eter
nity. By comparison, how our little his
torical past is shriveled.’ Against the 
background nf astronomic and geologic 
time, Moses ami Egypt and Seostris and 
Seiniramis were our contemporaries,

Strauss in The Old Faith and tin* New 
thus refers lo the industrial struggle 
which plays such an important part in the 
economic conditions of to-day: “The wild, 
savage struggle for existence has already 
had abundant play in the brute world. 
Man cannot entirely avoid it in so fur as 
he is still a mere product of nature, but in 
the measure of his higher faculties he 
should know to ennoble it and in regard to 
his fellowmen should mitigate it, espec- 
cinlly by the consciousness of their kin
dred and the mutual obligation of race. 
The wild turbulence of nature must be ap
peased in mankind; man must be, so to 
speak, the phtcidum caput, the Virgil's 
Neptune, reared above the tvmqiestuous 
waves in order to calm them.

The destitution of more than one thou
sand victims of the unfortunate strike at 
Homestead presents a stirring appeal to 
the generous impulses of a charitable pub
lic. It means that women and children 
are hungry and cold, that homes are 
dreary and fireless, and that to many inno
cent hearts in the unfortunate town the 
coming of Christmas signifies only an 
added sense of despair. It. would be un
just to the generosity of the American 
character to assume that the distress and 
hardships of those suffering people will be 
permitted to remain long unrelieved.

The Psychical Review for December 
Contains valuable original papers in regard 
to psychical subjects. Dr. J, R. Buchanan 
writes on “The Science of Psychometry,’’ 
Dr. L. A. Phillips gives “Some Cases of 
Psychical Diagnosis," B. F. Underwood 
contributes an article entitled “The Total

ity of the Individual Mind," Rev, E. T. 
An«*n writes <m “Prejudice ami Psychi
cal Research.’’ Among other articles of 
especial interest to Spiritualists and stu
dents of psychical science are two in re
gard to independent slate-writing by 
Rabbi Solomon Schendler and Hamlin 
Garland. This number is one of great 
value. The Psychical Review is a quar
terly journal published by the American 
Psychical Society. Room 19. Piera* Build
ing, Copley Square, Boston. $3 per an
num. single numbers $1.00. For sale al 
the oilice of The Journal.

Born into Spirit-life December Sth, at 
7:15 a. m., at the family residence at Can 
ton, III., Mrs. Harriet Porter, wife of B. 
F. Porter, so recently gone before. She 
was a Spiritualist, firm ami true and her 
passing away was beautiful and happy 
with messages of love ami promise mingled 
with her last breath. Funeral services 
were, conducted at the home in accordance 
with her wishes through the mediumship 
of Mrs. McCall Black. Sunday. December 
11th.

Prof. Totten, who has become some
what famous for a number of works on the 
Bible, the md of »,he world, etc., in con
nection with astronomy ami other sciences, 
is making an effort lo give wide circula
tion to these works. There has been es
tablished a company called Dur Race Pub
lishing Co., New Haven, Conn., which 
issues all his books. He. will on receipt of 
stamp semi circulars, or for 50 cents send 
a sample volume.

Thh First Brooklyn Society of Spiritual
ists meets al Conservatory Hall, Bedford 
avenue, corner of Fulton street, every Sun
day morning and evening. Among the 
speakers engaged are: Mrs. Tillie Rey
nolds; Mrs. Ada Foye: Mr. A. E. Tisdale; 
Mrs. Abbie A. Burnham. The Forty-fifth 
Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism, will 
be observed the last Sunday in March 
mh).

The New Chicago California Limited, a 
new fast passenger train, between Chicago 
and California, has been placed in service 
by the Santa Fe Route. This train is made 
up with Dining Car for all Meals between 
Chicago and Kansas City: Pullman Palace 
Sleeping Car between Chicago and Los An
geles; Pullman Palace Sleeping Cay be- 
tween Chicago and San Diego; Reclining 
Chair (’ar between Chicago and Los An
geles. Meals on the Dining Cars, and at 
I lining Stations are 75 cents. This train is 
in addition to the regular California train, 
which will also leave Chicago every night 
at 10:00 p. m. The train which leaves Los 
Angeles at 7 a. m. arrives in Chicago the 
evening of the fourth day. Traveling by 
the Santa Fe Route to California is a most 
delightful way of reaching this enchanted 
land, owing to its equipment and careful 
management.

LOOK HERE!
If you are sick and wish to test a real good 

remedy, I will mail you 1* days’ tri*}„ 
of the famous Australian Electro Pills FBI®, 
or 60 days’ treatment for only (1.00. Uw, Kidney and Stomach trouble, Indigestion, ■lek Headache, Flmplca and Skin diseases, 
La Grippe and its after effects, Female com
plaints, etc., yield to their ®^c^ «^ctt “£? 
rapidly than with liquid remedies. IS days trial 
FBEE to all persons naming this paper.

Herbert Spencer’s 
SYNTHETIC PHILOSOPHY.

By B. F. UNDERWOOD.
An essay read before the Brooklyn EtMcal Associ

ation, with report of a discussion of the essay. A 
pamphlet of 121 pages.

“A very able and satisfactory exposition of the 
synthetic philosophy.”—DR. K. G. Eccubs.

“One of the most candid and able expositions o 
philosophic truth to which this association has ever 
istened.”—John A. Taylor.
Price, 10 cents.
For sale, wholesale and retail, at Tax RELIQIO- 

PsiLesoPHieAL Journal Office.




