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IN MEMORIAM.

JAMES HEW AT McKENZIE.
Co-INCIDENTLY with the removal of the College from its old quarters 
in Holland Park, we have to deplore the loss of Mr. James Hewat 
McKenzie, its sometime Principal, whose sincere work made its 
inception possible and has sustained it for the past ten years.

His beneficent work for psychic science is well brought out in the 
subjoined article by his indefatigable co-worker and mate, to whom, with 
his daughter Miss McKenzie, we offer our sincerest sympathy. There 
is one aspect of his work which has been but lightly touched upon. 
I allude to the competence and ability which characterised his treat
ment of those perplexing cases of obsession, known as “ poltergeist ” 
phenomena. Not only in the College was his treatment successful in 
curing the victims of such obsession, but applications. from outside 
always found in him a skilful and discreet practitioner.

T h e  E d it o r .

N o tes  o f  a n  A d dress  by  M r . D im sd a l e  S t o c k e r , assisted  by  
M r. W. S . H e n d r y  ( M r . M cK e n z ie ’s B r o t h e r - i n - L a w ), 

a n d  M r s . d e  C r e s p ig n y , a t  t h e  C r e m a t o r iu m ,
G o ld ers  G r e e n , A u g u st  24-t h .

It was my privilege to know James Hewat McKenzie ; and that 
privilege is a precious possession. Like many more who knew him 
I recognised a friend in him ; and that friendship is not dissolved 
by what we call death. It persists ; and because it persists, James 
McKenzie survives.

How shall we speak of our friend ? Surely, as the man who was 
unafraid. He knew no fear. Upon things seen and unseen alike he 
looked with the eyes of a child. He seemed to see them for the first 
time, with a sense of curiosity and wonder—and yet you knew that
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at the back of his vision lay the man’s mentality ; that his intuition 
belonged to an order of experience that lay beyond the temporal realm. 
Life was of surpassing interest for him. Everything he beheld was a 
source of intellectual stimulation. His eagerness to assimilate facts, to 
discover, to acquire first-hand experience, was remarkable. Yet he. 
was no mere spectator of life. He viewed it at close range. He came 
to grips with it. He was out to understand, and to master it.

Thirty years ago he went in search of the truth of human survival. 
To the pursuit of that truth he remained steadfast. To its study he 
dedicated himself to the time of his passing.

As I recall to mind his vigorous, genial personality and presence, 
I realise how much we, on this side of the veil, have gained by his 
devoted effort and service ; and how greatly the cause of spiritual 
emancipation from the fetters of tradition and superstition, is indebted 
to his splendid courage and dogged tenacity.

No man perhaps w'as more regardless of the opinion of man than 
James McKenzie. None cared less for the applause or reproaches of 
others. Yet surely no living man was more capable of winning the 
confidence and affection of his fellows than he.

What was the secret of this ? Was it not in the man himself ? He 
was, in truth, a living soul. Life, abundant and eternal, was the pro
found truth which he demonstrated throughout.

Such men not only live : they help others to live. They live on ; 
and by so much of their lives as they manifest on this side, they evoke 
our faith and our friendship—not only because of what they do, but 
by means of what they intrinsically are.

By such lives as that of James Hewat McKenzie, we find ourselves ; 
and through that discovery we apprehend the one supreme truth 
which he made it his business to investigate and proclaim,—the truth 
of Life Immortal.

Verily of such as he may it be said, that they are the only true 
witnesses to that which remains, which is perpetual and abiding, and 
which, though all else be removed, shall never pass away.

“ ‘ Tis but as when one layeth 
His outworn robe away,
And taking new ones, sayeth, 
* These will I wear today.’
So putteth by the spirit 
Lightly its garb of flesh,
And passeth to inherit 
A residence afresh.”
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A KNIGHT ERRANT OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE.

J a m e s  H e w a t  M c K e n z i e .

To all members of the British College of Psychic Science and readers 
of this Quarterly, the name of Mr. Hewat McKenzie, the Founder 
of the College, is a household word.

Dr. Lamond, a compatriot, writes, “ He was a bonny fechter,” 
and everyone who knew him recognised in this quality one reason 
for the measure of success which, associated and alone, he was instru
mental in winning during his lifetime for a despised science.

On the maternal side he belonged to an old Scottish family, the 
Mac Arthurs, about whom many brave tales are told, one recent ancestor 
being noted for his remarkable medical skill ; while on the paternal 
side, as he often jokingly remarked, he was a red McKenzie, a descend
ant of Scottish lifters and reivers, from whom he inherited his business 
push and ability. But there was another stream in his veins which 
became manifest when he had reached manhood, and provoked 
the master passion of his life—a longing for a clear understanding of 
the meaning of life, of death, and of the hereafter, arose as a reaction 
to his boyhood’s Calvinistic education with its antipathetic and repellent 
ideas of heaven and hell, of blessing and cursing. These lay like a 
great weight upon what seems to have been an extremely sensitive 
boyhood, and was only partially displaced in early manhood 
by a natural healthy mental vigour. But blank negation remained, 
evoking the old cry for “ more Light.” The answer came in a curious 
way, to w’hich he made an immediate and ready response, as if meeting 
facts and a philosophy with which he was already acquainted. In 
most Scottish families there is a psychic vein, which is often united, 
as we note to-day, with a longing for spiritual independence ; and wThen 
religion and science both failed to satisfy, a spiritual perception arose, 
which recognised truth in the facts laid before him, and which he had 
the courage to seize upon,and make his own.

While engaged in social and educational activities, Mr. McKenzie 
met one Christmas, a stranger, a travelling artist from abroad, and 
pitying his loneliness, offered him hospitality on Christmas Day, 1900. 
In the course of casual conversation, he discovered that this man was 
a Spiritualist and a medium. A demonstration was given then and 
there, and matters unknown to anyone present, but known to the 
alleged communicator, and subsequently verified as correct, started 
him upon a life long quest. So intent was he upon the pursuit, that 
for a year he deliberately laid aside his business, which was not without 
need of his attention, but he had glimpsed a “ pearl of great price,” 
and devoted every sinew of his being to secure it. This one-pointed 
attention was characteristic of all his great actions subsequently, and 
in this case brought him in a short period to the conviction that in 
psychic facts, as demonstrated through mediumship, lay a treasure the
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world must somehow have overlooked. In a home circle, a medium- 
istic gift was found in myself, which was used almost steadily up to 
his passing, and which provided unfailing counsel and guidance through 
many difficult phases. It was no light matter in those days to become 
an advocate of these things ; the avowals were met by scorn or repulsion 
from his intimate friends, and he endured his share of contumely un
flinchingly. It was as if he had found his birthright, and nothing else 
mattered. “ When withdrawn from traditional teaching thy soul 
shall stand steadfast, firm in soul vision, then shalt thou gain union 
with the Soul.” (Gita II, 51-53.)

Following this recognition, came a dynamic force directed by a 
will power of an unusual order, which never swerved for thirty years 
from its purpose to know and make known those facts to others. 
His great efforts were in direct ratio to the satisfaction of his own 
mental and spiritual hunger, which had been so completely satisfied, 
making his sacrifices on behalf of the science non-understandable to 
those who had not experienced the mental suffering he endured in 
his period of spiritual negation. He never ceased to call upon religious 
teachers to understand these things, and was often bitter and unsparing 
in his reproach of their neglect of what he considered the root of all 
religion, the understanding of soul forces. Extreme statements for 
which he was often severely blamed grew out of this sense of early 
deprivation of knowledge from those who should have been his instruc
tors.

Investigation, argument, discussion, occupied the following ten 
years, and included experiment with every available medium—Crad
dock, Husk, Williams, Boursnell, Braund, MacCreadie, and many 
others ; accompanying this went the home circle, steadying, supporting, 
and elucidating. He made a close study of all available records of 
what had been accomplished by others, and grasped the spiritual 
philosophy deduced with remarkable clearness, for the facts 
without the philosophy had little meaning for him. He built 
up a fine personal library which afterwards became the nucleus of the 
College Library. He studied developing psychics with infinite patience, 
seeking to grasp the underlying laws of mediumship, and helped many 
sensitives then, as in later life, to understand and to trust their gift. 
He experimented with the powers of suggestion and hypnotism, and 
developed these for use, always exercising them with the utmost care. 
Everything which could throw light on the hidden forces of nature 
became his study at this period, in an endeavour to find the principle 
behind the form. A long study and practice of natural healing forces, 
which his extraordinary vitality made possible, provided the greatest 
interest, and though he never claimed any direct psychic gift, he was 
extraordinarily intuitive, and had on many occasions a power of clear 
clairvoyance in diagnosing physical ailments. He often received very 
clear guidance through dreams on business and other affairs. At this 
period too, he became conscious of vivid experiences in the sleep 
state which proved definitely instructive, some of these he has related
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in “ Spirit Intercourse.” It was a period of rapid fructification cul
minating in a decision to retire from business again for a period, and 
in the quiet of the country, give further attention to my psychic develop
ment and to personal study. It must not be thought that Mr. McKenzie 
at this time was a wealthy man and found it easy to do this ; he had the 
care and upbringing of a family to consider, which a Scot does not 
neglect, but constraint was upon him to follow the light given him, and 
with the co-operation of his family it was possible. The experiences 
of the next few years without the aid of professional mediums served 
to establish yet more firmly the knowledge, now well rooted, and 
through repeated testings and trials the idea came that one day a public 
effort would be required from him as the price of this knowledge. In 
the village community near his home, he established a much needed 
village Institute in the teeth of Church opposition, forming a library 
and games room and an “Adult School ” ; a discussion centre where 
every serious topic of life was considered. With such effect was this 
pursued, that the local policeman, whose Sunday afternoon job for 
years had consisted in keeping peace at the doors of the many public 
houses, which were a disgrace to the village, found nothing required 
of him but to rest peacefully at the club door. This centre became a 
most valuable asset to troops during the war, and has now been acquired 
as the Village Hall, and the seeds of liberal thought and psychic know
ledge, then sown in the neighbourhood, bear fruit to this day. He also 
protested vigorously against rural labouring conditions, and as an 
admirer of Robert Blatchford, used his pamphlets in his classes to 
arouse the dulled labourers. From this time he had an earnest desire 
that Blatchford, of the sincere spirit, should know of these life giving 
psychic facts, but not till many years after, was it his privilege to take 
him to Mrs. Osborne Leonard, and experience the joy of seeing him 
enter into this realization. Business was resumed in 1913, and during 
the war period while he was heavily occupied, he began to see with a 
remarkable clarity of vision, the crisis of thought which was upon the 
nation, bleeding at every pore, in the challenge on death and the reality 
of survival with which the Churches v'ere faced, and which they failed 
to meet. The true answer he felt lay in the facts of psychic science,, 
which could not only comfort but enlighten, and he immediately set 
to work and planned a series of four lectures in London, Edinburgh, 
and Glasgow, quite unaided, employing fine illustrated posters and an 
abundance of literature. His doctor forbade the Scottish journey on the 
peril of sudden death, but the truth he had to declare could not W'ait, 
and often in extreme pain he delivered his lectures in St. Andrew’s 
Hall, Glasgow, and the Music Hall, Edinburgh, returning to his couch 
between times. At this period he assisted John Lewis of the Inter
national Psychic Gazette to re-establish that journal, which had ceased 
publication through war conditions, and he became acquainted with 
Dr. John Lamond in Edinburgh, speaking most seriously to him on the 
neglect of these matters by the clergy, which necessitated a business 
man like himself taking the platform. He won a promise from



162 Q uarterly T ransactions B.C.P.S.

Dr. Lamond that on his retirement from the Ministry at a near date, he 
would give the remainder of his years to the advancement of psychic 
knowledge, which promise he has kept right nobly to the present day 
by word and pen. “ The Scotsman ” refused to give the meetings any 
notice, but in Edinburgh the hall was crowded at every meeting, and 
good work accomplished. Returning to London, the Queen’s Hall 
and Steinway Hall were used, and the lectures presided over by Mrs. 
Despard, Rev. Bruce Wallace, Dr. Abraham Wallace, myself, and 
others, and out of these arose a large body of intelligent inquirers 
whom he always aimed to get, believing that the subject would never 
fully come into its own until the educated classes gave it attention. 
In his home at Stanley Gardens in the West of London, he kept open 
house for all comers, and many of our most prominent present-day 
workers had their feet first firmly placed upon the facts by free personal 
investigation through this personal advice and assistance. His constant 
word was, “ Do not take my statement—prove for yourself,” as against 
the attitude of the Society for Psychical Research, which at this time 
expected the bulk of its members to accept the reports of select Com
mittees, and did not encourage free examination of the facts. A need 
arose for the best mediumship to satisfy this growth of inquiry, and 
he discovered Mrs. Osborne Leonard, then almost unknown, and by 
practical assistance, encouraged the gift which has been such a brilliant 
asset in the modern advance of the science. Mrs. Wesley Adams, 
Mrs. Lamb Fernie, Vout Peters, and later, Naomi Bacon (Mrs. Ander
son), were other fine helpers. Experiment began also with the Crewe 
Circle in psychic photography, following up previous work on similar 
lines with Boursnell, which had provided positive results which 
satisfied him as to the reality of this remarkable phenomenon. The 
loss of his eldest son in war conditions, in 1918, gave an added impetus, 
if such were needed, to the feeling that now the public venture of an 
established centre for investigation could no longer be delayed, but 
first he produced his book “ Spirit Intercourse, its Theory and Prac
tice,” a record of his own experiences and deductions, and intended 
as a guide for beginners. The conclusions in this book have never 
been challenged and are in harmony with view's held to-day by the most 
experienced scientists. His only other writings, beyond many articles 
and reports in “ Psychic Science,” were two pamphlets, “ If a Soldier 
Die,” and “ First Steps to Spirit Intercourse,” also fruits of this 
period.

Realising that if the centre he began to see so clearly in his mind’s 
eye was to be worthily inaugurated, some outstanding mediumship 
must be secured, he undertook a visit to the United States in 1917, to 
explore some of its resources. He met many well known mediums and 
investigators, but felt that though there was abundance of mediumship, 
it needed even more careful sifting than the home variety. Keeler, 
Johnson, John Slater, Mrs. Benedict, were experimented with, and in 
Mrs. Soule, who is well known as “ Mrs. Chenoweth ” of Boston, he 
found a trance medium after his own heart, who became a life-long
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sincere friend. In Chicago he met Mrs. Almira Brockway, who was 
planning to visit her son in Paris. She was a clairaudient of a very fine 
order, and in private sittings and in public demonstration dealt in 
American fashion with closed ballot papers, on which questions were 
written by her sitters. Mr. McKenzie recognised her value as a unique 
demonstrator, and persuaded her to journey to England with him and 
give six months to the opening work of the new College before going on 
to Paris. By this time a Council was in being, and a College house 
was being looked for. Sir William Crookes had expressed interest 
in the idea and agreed to be Hon. President of the venture, and many 
well known people rallied round. Mrs. Brockway arrived and was 
settled in private lodgings until a house could be secured, and mean
while to spread the idea, a series of lectures was inaugurated on Sunday 
evenings in the Bechstein (Wigmore Hall). These were crowded, and 
on occasions Mr. McKenzie seemed finely inspired in his addresses, 
which were followed by demonstrations of ballot reading by Mrs. 
Brockway from papers collected from the audience, pinned, sealed, 
and often written in foreign languages, and brought straight to the 
platform. A score or more excellent readings would be given in the 
course of an evening, the clairaudience often going far beyond any
thing on the papers, which were often handed back intact to the ques
tioners. Mr. McKenzie sat near the demonstrator on these occasions, 
and frequently felt greatly drawn upon psychically almost to the point 
of exhaustion as the readings proceeded. At these meetings the pro
posed College was made known, and many enrolled as prospective 
members. In her lodgings, Mrs. Brockway gave people private appoint
ments sometimes arranged for at the meetings, and sometimes made 
privately. Among her first inquirers was the late Lady Grey (Glen- 
conner), and these private sittings with Mrs. Brockway gave her her 
earliest comfort regarding the survival of her son Edward Wyndham 
Tennant (Bim), and made the beginning of a friendship with Mr. 
and Mrs. McKenzie which lasted to her death. One interesting episode 
of this investigation was related to him by Lady Glenconner herself, 
whose identity at the time was carefully concealed from Mrs. Brockway 
and the sittings unknown to Mr. McKenzie. Anxious to bring comfort 
to her husband, she asked Lord Glenconner to prepare a test for 
her to take to Mrs. Brockway, whose powers she had herself fully 
proved. He wrote a question and enclosed it in a sealed envelope 
without making its contents known to his wife, requesting her to take 
it to the medium, and bring him the answer. The envelope was placed 
in Mrs. Brockway’s hands in full daylight, and holding it to her ear as 
was her custom, she said, “ I cannot get anything with this, but I 
want to do a very silly thing,” and she knelt on the floor and enthusias
tically hugged the leg of a chair, feeling extremely foolish. Lady Glen
conner, disappointed at receiving no direct message, took the envelope 
saying she had no idea what it meant. Reporting the incident to 
Lord Glenconner, she was amazed at his expression of joy. He opened 
the envelope and for the first time she read the question, addressed to
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his deceased son, Bim : “ If this is you, Bim, what did you do when 
you caught your first salmon ? ” He said, “ I was with him at Glen, 
(their Scotch estate), and Bim (but a boy), was so overjoyed at landing 
his first big fish that he threw down his rod and throwing himself on 
the ground enthusiastically clasped me round the leg in the fashion 
you have described.” A trivial thing, but a sufficient answer which 
telepathy, however extended, would scarcely cover in its exquisite 
naturalness. This incident made Lord Glenconner a good friend of 
Mrs. Brockway, a friendship she was soon sorely to need. At this 
time the War Office authorities were developing an anxiety as to leakage 
of official news, and began with or without reason to suspect that it was 
occasioned through officers consulting mediums, though they little 
realised that clairvoyance and prophecy regarding war matters was a 
stern reality. The Daily Mail started a campaign in their columns 
against London mediums, led by a journalist, Harold Ashton, who 
endeavoured to obtain sittings with well known psychics, and associated 
with himself women helpers provided by the police. An appointment 
with a faked introduction was made with Mrs. Brockway, w’ho acted for 
herself in many of these, and one day, Mr. McKenzie was shocked to 
receive a message that she had been arrested and was at the moment in 
a police court, on a charge of fortune telling. He offered bail to a 
thousand pounds at once, but this was refused, and Mrs. Brockway 
was committed to Holloway Gaol to await trial, and exposed to the 
humiliating examination meted out to street women. Providing for 
her as best he could while on remand, he approached the American 
Consul on her behalf, but a week passed before her release was obtained 
on bail. She suffered as only an American can from the extreme cold 
of the cells in an English winter, and was ill for a month in Mr. Mc
Kenzie’s home, to which she was brought, her delicate psychic gift 
entirely disappearing during this period. Sir Ernest Wilde, K.C., was 
engaged as Counsel for the defence, and the trial, which lasted for three 
days, filled the pages of the dailies. Hundreds of distinguished witnesses 
offered themselves, including Lady Glenconner. The evidence against 
her was trivial in the extreme, Ashton contradicting himself on important 
particulars, but as the trial went on it became apparent that the 
presiding magistrate had not the smallest understanding of the 
matter, stating that the evidence of a hundred witnesses however 
able, would make no difference, and he must regard the case as pure 
fortune telling. Sir Ernest Wilde after a valiant fight laid down 
his brief, and addressing Mr. McKenzie in Court, said : “ You will 
find no justice here, Mr. McKenzie,” and withdrew from the case. 
A fine of fifty guineas or imprisonment and an order for deportation 
of Mrs. Brockway as an undesirable alien was imposed. Mr. McKenzie 
wished to carry the matter to a higher court, but Mrs. Brockway’s son 
intervened, refusing to allow his mother to suffer further. It was 
only through Lord Glenconner’s influence that she was allowed to go 
to Paris, as she had originally intended, instead of being shipped to 
the States through submarine-infested waters. So are prophets stoned
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and destroyed, for Mrs. Brockway at her son’s express wish, never 
used her gift again for public benefit. The reaction on the proposed 
College was serious ; Sir William Crookes and others, whose names 
were unavoidably mentioned, naturally disliked the publicity of a 
police case, for courage in these matters was at a lower level than to-day, 
they withdrew their support, and in view of continued police animus, 
Mr. McKenzie postponed the whole matter. But it was not forgotten. 
He addressed himself again to business, but by the autumn of 1919 
had secured the freehold premises at 59, Holland Park, one of the first 
fine houses to be devoted of recent years to psychic study, and in April, 
1920, inaugurated the British College of Psychic Science. For five 
years he carried its financial and other burdens, giving lavishly to an 
extent that surprised his relations and friends, who knew him as a 
canny Scot, aware of the value of every penny he had hardly earned. 
But his gift was his thanks for the knowledge that had enriched life for 
himself. In 1925 the College became an Incorporated Company, non
share holding and non-profit making, and remains so to the present 
day. The losses for the early years were great, but the Founder always 
held that a subject which had for ages been under the ban of Church 
and State, and which -was limited by the resources of good mediumship, 
could not be expected to be at once self-supporting, but that to keep the 
matter before the public in a dignified responsible manner was worth 
an annual loss. Few' saw eye to eye with him in this, and it remained 
a constant source of wonder to him that support and endowment did 
not flow freely from those who had benefitted as he had done by these 
facts, persons often far wealthier than himself. One of his last thoughts 
during the present year was the question of permanent endowment 
for the College, and he proposed a very generous gift if supported by 
others, but this was not taken up. It may be a matter for future con
sideration for supporters of the College.

In the autumn of the year of the College inauguration, he again 
visited the States, going as far as California, and again meeting w'ell 
known workers,-—Prof. Hyslop, Dr. Prince, Hereward Carrington, 
Dr. Warne, and others, and on this visit he arranged for a six months 
visit from Miss Ada Bessinet, of Toledo, a voice and materializing 
medium. This took place and his brave, but on some points adverse 
report on some aspects of this good medium’s W'ork, met with a differ
ence of opinion in some quarters—particularly from Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle. Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie had Miss Bessinet under their personal 
observation in continuous sittings, both at the College and elsewhere, 
and felt that the interests of psychic science could best be served by a 
clear statement of the careful findings of the College Research Com
mittee. Only by realising the subtleties of the psychological reactions 
in mediumship could truth be ascertained. At this juncture the need 
for a College journal to embody the valuable findings of the College 
was acutely felt, and again at his own expense Mr. McKenzie estab
lished the quarterly, “ Psychic Science,” which our readers enjoy to
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this day, and which has been maintained at a remarkably high standard 
by careful editorship.

In 1922 we made a journey to the Continent, meeting Baron von 
Schrenck Notzing, Prof. Dessoir, and Grunevald, of Berlin ; calling 
at Braunau subsequently famous, and arranging to bring the first 
poltergeist medium, Hanni, to the College. We visited Frau Silbert 
at Graz, and arranged for a first visit to London from this famous 
physical medium and proceeding to Warsaw met and sat with Franek 
Kluski, and obtained the moulds of materialised hands—three of which 
are still in the College and two on loan at the Psychic Book Shop, and 
which are the only examples of such mediumship in Great Britain. 
In Warsaw Mr. McKenzie met Dr. Geley of the Paris Metapsychic 
Institute, founded the same year as the College, for the first time, in 
whom he found a sympathetic and practical investigator after his own 
heart. This appreciation was mutual, and in 1924, when Dr. Geley 
crashed through an aeroplane accident, he was due to visit the College 
to experiment in psychic photography with the much discussed Crewe 
Circle. The appointment was kept by Mr. Stanley De Brath, Miss 
Scatcherd and Mrs. McKenzie, and under irreproachable conditions an 
excellent “ extra ” of Dr. Geley was obtained through Mr. Hope and 
Mrs. Buxton’s mediumship.

Mr. McKenzie’s position as Hon. Principal of the College, which 
he held until his retirement in 1928, involved him in active defence of 
the work of mediums, which then as now, was considered fair game 
by sceptics and conjurors. An outstanding example of this was the 
Price-Hope case in 1922-24, full particulars of which can be found 
in “ Psychic Science,” for those years. Briefly, the matter arose out 
of a sitting given at the College to Mr. Harry Price, then unconvinced 
of psychic phenomena, by the Crewe Circle for psychic photography. 
The Research Officer of the S .P . R., Mr. Eric Dingwall, and another 
conjuror were associated with the experiment, which took place while 
Mr. McKenzie was abroad. An “ extra ” was secured on a plate, and 
the sitters accused Mr. Hope of substitution of the plate on which this 
appeared, for the original one of their sealed packet. The matter 
was complicated by an anonymous plate and trick apparatus being 
received by the S .P .R ., through the post, which seemed to be an 
attempt to throw discredit on College workers. On his return from 
abroad, Mr. McKenzie recognizing the seriousness of the charge, not 
only to the College and its mediums, but to psychic science itself, 
demanded a full inquiry by a joint Committee of the S. P. R., Council 
and the College. This was refused by the former, and only after 
repeated requests and much publicity did he at last obtain possession 
of the wrappers and plates of the original packet, for scrutiny and 
examination. To his astonishment he found near the flap of the wrap
ping, a small puncture and a fresh line of gum, showing that at some 
time the packet had been illicitly opened. It was sealed by Price and 
then given into Dingwall’s care for a month previous to experiment, 
and only handed back to the former an hour previous to sitting.
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Mr.McKenzie submitted everything to the Imperial Dry Plate Co ..whose 
plates they were, who agreed that the puncture and line of gum was 
incriminating and was not on the packet when it left their possession. 
No apology or confession was ever made, and a further request for a 
joint inquiry was again refused. Mr. McKenzie held that a grave 
injustice had been done to good workers, and insult added to injury 
by the two principals in the affair broadcasting their point of view round 
the world.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Rev. Drayton Thomas, and a responsible 
Committee upheld Mr. McKenzie’s findings, and carried the matter 
as S .P .R . members to the Council Board of the S .P .R . That in 
photography, psychic students had a most powerful weapon, was Mr. 
McKenzie’s considered view, and he deplored the scarcity of mediums 
for this phase. He worked steadily with Mr. Hope and Mrs. Deane, 
and had plates specially marked put up, taped and double-sealed 
by the Imperial Dry Plate Co., for all College experiments. 
These Mr. Hope used, but Mrs. Deane did not, to his regret. While 
his first thought was the protection of the medium, he was equally 
anxious to protect and give confidence to the investigating public. 
When at a later date, Moss, a psychic photographer, at the experimental 
stage, was found clearly cheating at the College, he was at once sum
marily dealt with and a confession secured from him. The subject was 
too serious in its implications to allow any tarnish on its fair name 
while under his care. These instances are given to indicate his method 
of handling a few of the many difficulties which continually arose. A 
succession of fine mediums came and went to the College from home 
and abroad, during these years, largely the result of Mr. McKenzie’s 
personal efforts.

In addition, lectures, classes and instruction went on, and students 
who lived in the College benefited greatly by the Hon. Principal’s 
personal discussions, while his public lectures to students aroused the 
keenest interest. He was original and forceful in speech, and there 
was never a dull moment in his talks or on the free discussions which 
followed.

A frequent remark fell from him that the chief value of the College 
to himself lay not in any personal demonstration, but in the opportunity 
of study given to him of the subtle reactions of mediumship to 
individual sitters. He had planned to write one or two books particularly 
dealing with this aspect, for nowhere in the whole world had there been 
such a comprehensive and sustained mass observation of many phases 
of mediumship under such careful control, as had taken place at the 
British College during these years. We are the poorer that these books 
have not been written.

Very few living persons had his knowledge and ability to handle 
physical manifestations, and it was always a liberal education to have 
his presence at a séance held for this purpose. His deep personal 
interest lay in good trance phenomena, and for years he had continuous 
sittings with Mrs. Osborne Leonard, and later with Mrs. Garrett at the 
College. He valued her work, and she in turn believed that he had
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furthered a deeper trance condition in her mediumship. He had a 
reserve of staying power in sittings in which mediums had supreme 
confidence. As late as 1928, he assisted another medium now doing good 
public work, in the same way, and was regularly engaged with another 
promising psychic up to the time of his illness. His courage in handling 
difficult and disorderly mediumship was remarkable ; in poltergeist 
and obsession cases, he could be both authoritative, skilful, and tender ; 
he could command and he could also heal and restore.

But his reach often exceeded his grasp, and he deplored his own limi
tations and the neglect of these important facts by science and religion, 
for he saw no help against a growing materialism, unless in the tangible 
demonstration of soul action, demonstrated through psychic powers. 
He honoured all real investigators who did not shirk conclusions, such 
as Geley, Schrenck Notzing, Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
Dr. Crandon, and had the greatest admiration for the work of our 
painstaking editors, Mr. David Gow, Mr. Stanley De Brath, Mr. Ernest 
Oaten, and Mr. Malcolm Bird, of New York, who labour in keeping 
the facts before the public, but with this went the deepest scorn for the 
vacillators and the shifty, who were found wanting when a courageous 
stand was required. He had little use for great names, unless associated 
with practical work on the subject, the true psychic scientist, he held, 
was he who had studied the laws of the new science. Regarded by many 
as an iconoclast because of his downright and forcible views and speech, 
he w'as yet a true conservative in his effort to conserve all 
that had been so hardly won, and this quality held him steadily to his 
work. A fine rectitude of mind, and a sense of humour made him 
socially attractive to many, and enabled him to laugh at difficulties 
which would have daunted most men.

He regarded his life work at the College as but a pioneer effort, 
and an earnest of the future when such centres would be numerous, 
recognised by law and regarded as furthering one of the most important 
branches of human knowledge.

Who w'ill follow on with his work ? His best memorial will be the 
continued success of the College in its new headquarters.

He very seldom used quotations from others, though his reading was 
wide and varied, but his attitude to life cannot be summed up better 
than in the words of Walt. Whitman, which at one period he made his 
own, and which continued to rule his conduct to the end. In them many 
of his friends will recognise him and remember him :

“ From this hour I ordain myself loosed of limits and imaginary lines,
Going where I list, my own master complete and absolute,
Listening to others, considering well what they say,
Pausing, searching, receiving, contemplating ;
Gently but with undeniable will divesting myself of the holds that 

would hold me,
I inhale great draughts of space ;
The East and the West are mine, and the North and the South are 

mine.”
Barbara M cK enzie.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
Mr. Eric J. Dingwall has published in the Realist, of May, 1929, 

his notion of The Crisis in Psychical Research. This crisis, in his 
opinion, consists essentially in the disposition which he perceives 
in the S.P.R. to turn towards the spiritualist explanation of the facts, 
or at least to give fair hearing to it. He considers that

“ A drastic reorganisation would be necessary in order to 
eliminate the unstable elements and bring back that confidence 
in the administration which certain of its publications have done 
so much to shake.”

He would apparently have the Society expel the members who are 
convinced of physical phenomena, some of them very distinguished, 
and revert to Anthropology as its main study. It must be amusing 
to the S.P.R. to find the wind of criticism so abruptly change its 
quarter. For many years it has blown from the Spiritualist side, and 
many have been the blasts directed against the reluctance of the
S.P.R. to draw what seems to us, the obvious inference from the facts 
so laboriously and so methodically gathered. To be attacked from 
the opposite side must be quite an amusing surprise.

It is scarcely necessary to point out the fundamental similarities 
of human nature, whether in the Greece of Alexander of Abonutichus, 
in the Rome of Cicero, in Patagonia, New Guinea, Madagascar, London 
or Paris, and unless we are prepared to renounce all matters of human 
practice in shelter, dress, food, and sex which we have in common 
with these, it should not be surprising that some of us should react 
to the Unseen World in much the same way as our ancestors.

Mr. Malcolm Bird has dealt faithfully with Mr. Dingwall’s con
tentions in the June issue of Psychic Research. He says

Mr. Dingwall “ recapitulates the fact that men and women in 
all fields of public life, men and women of presumed good judg
ment, have come in large numbers to believe ‘ not only in the 
existence of supernormal phenomena, but also in the spiritistic 
explanation of them.’ He presents this implicitly, but none the 
less definitely, as something over which concern should be fe lt; 
and he asks in so many words the question : ‘ How are we to 
account for it ? ’ Apparently he gives no thought to the possibility 
that it is to be accounted for by reason of the facts that the pheno
mena do actually occur and that the spiritistic interpretation is 
found, by many wholly competent students in various fields of 
science, to be less at variance with the phenomenology and the 
attendant philosophy of orthodox sciences than has been 
supposed.”

We need pursue this aspect of the matter no further. But there is 
another aspect of Mr. Dingwall’s lament which is certainly more 
worthy of attention. He says :—

The present situation has reached a stage where the growth 
of superstition and credulity among the more educated classes
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is becoming a serious reflection upon our civilisation. Any person 
of an astute mind and moderate manual dexterity is able to gain 
a good livelihood under the protection of some spiritualist Society, 
since he will be assured of a crowd of persons who will willingly 
pay a guinea to see perhaps a crumpled handkerchief or a piece 
of chiffon which will be exhibited in a poor light as a specimen 
of “ ectoplasm ” supernormally produced. Similarly the parlours 
of mental mediums are well filled with persons seeking messages 
from their deceased relatives ; and astrologers, palmists, 
graphologists, and host of similar charlatans pursue their callings 
wholly undisturbed by the authorities.

This does not, of course, apply to the reasoned theoretical considera
tions put forward by the S.P.R. but it does apply in great measure 
to the mass of “ spiritualists.”

On August 16th, the Morning Post published the following extract 
from La Croix :—

“ France, which is proud of being a free-thinking nation, is 
also one of the most superstitious, it appears. A recent enquiry 
conducted by the Roman Catholic newspaper La Croix, shows 
that in Paris alone £1,600 is spent daily on astrological predictions, 
prophecies, card-magic, palm-reading, and other forms of occult
ism.

“ The total profits made out of all these operations amounts 
to £600,000 a year, and there are no less than 34,600 cabinets 
in which the future can be consulted with professional aid.

“ La Croix concludes from these figures that ‘ the naivete, the 
credulity of the free thinker is even greater, more lamentable 
than we supposed. Refusing to believe in the truth, he accepts 
without question, the grossest twaddle. This is the first of his 
punishments.’ ”

We need not accept as exact the figures on which this accusation 
is founded nor the conclusions of the ecclesiastical journal, for the 
dogmatic pronouncements of “ the truth ” have produced the reaction 
from them, but there can be little doubt, from what we see among 
ourselves, that there is not less spent in London than in Paris, on 
the effort to get nominations of race-winners, and other still more 
reprehensible forecasts of the future, as well as “ messages ” from those 
we have lost.

There is but one remedy—better instruction in what is or is not 
possible and permissible in all these things.

Mr. Dingwall concludes that “ Physical mediums are all frauds ; 
every last one of them. There is no genuine physical mediumship.” 
In this joyful assertion, which embraces the experiments of Wallace, 
Crookes, Richet, Geley, Zöllner, Crawford, and a score of other careful 
observers in France, England, Germany, and America, he condemns 
all their testimony in one sweeping episcopal excommunication. 
At the same time he must know that proof of genuine physical pheno
mena must inevitably upset his conclusion so happily expressed.
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This proof is therefore fundamental, but it gives no warrant for the 
practices which he rightly condemns in the crowd of simple-minded 
spiritualists. The exponents of philosophic spiritualism are in the 
same position as Newton who was attacked even more viciously over 
the Principia. He wrote to his friend Oldenburg :—

“ I see I have made myself a slave to philosophy, but if I 
get free of Mr. Lucas’ business, I will resolutely bid adieu to it 
eternally, except what I do for my private satisfaction or leave to 
come out after me ; for I see a man must either resolve to put 
out nothing new, or become a slave to defend it.”

Level-headed men are very well aware that if we analyse all the 
facts at our disposal, we find in them not only the proof of mental 
powers in humanity which have been more or less known from the 
beginnings of history, but also the conviction that there are phenomena 
which are best accounted for by influence from surviving souls, and 
indeed can be accounted for otherwise only by exceedingly strained 
hypotheses. Myers’ prediction that these would lead, as they did in 
his case, to belief that the Appearances chronicled in the Gospels 
are the first authentic manifestation of the continuity of life, is now 
in process of fulfilment.

The physical phenomena have led many to the conviction that 
the Universe does not consist only of Matter and Energy, but that 
the whole process of Evolution can only be made comprehensible 
by the theory that there is an infinite Mind behind its Becoming. 
Matter, Energy and Mind ; Body, Soul, and Spirit, are the factors. 
We need not be afraid of agreeing with St. Paul, or even with Plotinus ; 
nor think that an explanation apparently so simple must necessarily 
be untrue 1

#  *  *  #  #

Mr. T . Besterman’s Report on a “ Four Months’ Tour of Psychic 
Investigation ” (Proc. S.P.R., June, 1929), is an interesting example 
of the difficulties experienced by a sceptical mind when dealing with 
small and trivial manifestations of psychic power. Mr. Besterman’s 
sincerity and honesty are obvious, as well as the courtesy which 
characterises all his investigations ; but it must be remembered that 
no external politeness can conceal a real scepticism, nor prevent its 
inhibitive effect on a medium.

With Mme. Kahl he, in conjunction with M. Warcollier, obtained 
some remarkable successes, including the sign co (infinity) on the 
medium’s arm, and the intimation that Mr. Besterman was married 
before a registrar and not in Church.

With Mme. Briffaut, who succeeded so remarkably well in 70 per 
cent, of Dr. Geley’s cases (including my own), very carefully arranged 
for, so as to preclude normal knowledge, he got nothing, and with 
eight other mediums in Buda-Pesth and Berlin, nothing evidential 
appeared.

With M. Pascal Forthuny he was more fortunate, but the evidence 
is in great part confidential. Mrs. Salter, however, considers that

B
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“ both seemed to me to show good evidence and knowledge super- 
normally acquired, being quite beyond chance coincidence.” |

The sittings with Frau Silbert, of Graz, call for rather more detailed 
criticism. In P sychic Science, for October, 1922, the article by 
Mr. Hewat McKenzie and in April, 1923, that by Mr. Bligh Bond, 
and in the issue for July, 1926, there are fully substantiated instances 
of many supernormal happenings. In the last-quoted the mediumship 
is dealt with at length in 43 pages, and supported by Mr. G. R. S. 
Mead, the Rev. Drayton Thomas, Mr. F. W. Warrick, Mrs. Stobart, 
Mr. H. C. Scofield, and others.

At these sittings the phenomena were all of the type I can only 
describe as elementary, consisting of movements of objects belonging 
to the sitters placed under the table (at which Frau Silbert sat with 
her feet controlled), scratching the name “ Nell ” on various metal 
objects (including my own silver cigarette case), the lifting of 
some of the objects and their restoration to the medium’s hands, 
and the very curious breakings of watch-glasses, apparently noiselessly. 
On other occasions, in an excellent degree of light, a feature of Frau 
Silbert’s work, which distinguishes it from nearly all other present- 
day physical mediums—psychic extrusions, rods and hands, 
gripping and lifting objects-—were often seen by the College 
observers, and one very remarkable photograph of this extrusion was 
obtained and published in P sychic Science, July, 1926. The 
phenomena of lights was also repeated and outstanding. These are 
sufficiently well authenticated to have given pause to Mr. Besterman’s 
definite accusation of fraud, especially as he says “ the pressure on my 
knee seemed to me to have been made by Frau Silbert’s foot.” A 
definite accusation of fraud should be founded on nothing less than 
certainty ; but suspicion is not certainty, and there is the more reason 
for care in making assertions which must depend on mere inferences, 
in the case of a medium who has a good record behind her..

*  *  *  *  *

It is amusing to see the mixture of truth and falsehood by which the 
popular mind expresses itself. The Malays seem to have perceived 
some connection between the moon and the tides ; they called the moon 
a man, and the sea his dog, led about by a string ! The ancient world, 
perceiving the evil in the world as the cause of suffering, invented the 
Devil—the Prince of the Power of the Air—at the ear of every man. 
Feeling the instinct of persistence, and anxious that wilful wrong
doing, so often successful in this world, should be punished somehow, 
the Jews invented the Day of Judgment which had so much truth in it 
that Christ used the concept. The early Christians, saturated with the 
idea of blood-sacrifice, imagined that a human Deity resident in the 
sky had sent his son to die as an atonement for the sins of the world. 
Kepler is said to have considered that the planets are guided along
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their regular courses by “ guardian angels.” He meant that their 
courses are under law.

Sir Oliver Lodge, in his admirable essay (Proc., S.P.R., June, 1929), 
points out that the motion of the planets which, after Kepler’s day 
was discovered by Newton to be due to his First Law of Motion, 
and the solar gravitation jointly, is analogous to the motion of train 
along its rails. It is a path of least resistance. He imagines a Martian 
spectator, told that an invisible spirit switches over the points to send 
one portion of a train to Liverpool and another to Manchester, ridiculing 
so childish a supposition, which would nevertheless be substantially 
true 1

“ In order to illustrate the direct guidance by contact action, 
we may cite the familiar example of a gramophone needle which 
automatically reproduces a pre-arranged tune, simply following 
the path of least resistance. What else, after all, can an inert 
thing do ? That is the meaning of inertia. Animated things 
are not inert ; they need not take the easiest path. A man may 
climb the Matterhorn for fun. But inanimate unstimulated matter 
never behaves with any initiative or spontaneity. Atoms never 
err or make mistakes, they are absolutely law-abiding. If they 
make an apparent error, if a locomotive engine leaves its track, 
we call it a catastrophe. All machinery worksonthat principle; every 
portion takes the easiest path. It is true that to get a coherent 
result there must have been planning and pre-arrangement. 
Certainly ! In all cases of automatic working, whether biological 
or other, that must be an inevitable preliminary. But explorers of 
the mechanism will detect no signs of mental action by their 
instruments or their senses. To infer a determining or controlling 
cause they must philosophise.

“ Indeed we may go a step further and emerge from the past 
into the present: A wireless set talks like a gramophone, and to 
one accustomed only to gramophones it would seem barbarously 
superstitious to urge that in the wireless case some (possibly 
whimsical and capricious) operator was actually in control. State
ments may be unpalatable, and yet be true ! ”

I would suggest to everyone who considers the spiritualistic hypothesis 
extravagant, and desires to form a really sound notion upon it, to read 
and think over this essay which is much the most far-reaching which the
S.P.R. has published since Myers’ “ Human Personality.” It shows 
that “ Science is not limited to the accurate data and laws of mathemati
cal physics.”

The spiritistic hypothesis is far beyond the mere notion of survival 
and the elementary and tricksy movements of furniture which lead 
us to infer a psychic force. It is far beyond the elementary messages 
which convince us of the presence of our loved ones.

“ Pressed to the full, it probably involves far more than we can 
in our highest flights imagine. It leads us into the region of 
aesthetics and genius, and inspiration and theology. But our
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ordinary daily life is conducted on lower levels, and for them the 
simple primitive ideas suffice. Struggling and bereaved humanity 
seeks to learn something of the fate of its loved ones, seeks to be 
assured that affection continues, that they are not far removed 
from us, and that reunion will not be postponed to some absurdly 
distant date. My hypothesis is that they are all round about us, 
in what we call the ether of space rather than in matter ; that 
inter-communion is still possible ; and that simple souls may 
derive comfort from their intuitive perceptions and naïve experi
ences, without being deterred by the difficulties which successful 
concentration on material mechanism for the last two or three 
centuries seems to raise in their path . . .  In brief, we are im
mortal spirits in temporary association with matter. Probably 
it is through this bodily restriction and isolation that we become 
individualised and acquire a permanent personality, which here
after is able to adapt itself to new surroundings, in accordance 
with the well-studied biological adaptability of the rest of animate 
existence.”

We may now put into plain language the elementary factors of 
Metapsychics which are demonstrably true.

1.-—There is a guiding principle or Directive Idea immanent in 
Nature where by Energy is directed to the orderly moulding of Matter. 
This is the Divine Creative Power. It is called “ Spirit ”—a word 
connoting Life and Mind, whether individualised or not. This is the 
principle of “ Ideoplasty,” by which Thought directs Energy which in 
turn moulds matter.

2v—-This Power individualises itself in forms to fit every environ
ment. It causes the “ tendency to vary,” in living things. The better 
variations are developed and the worse extinguished by Adaptation and 
Selection, which are the means appointed for the improvement of each 
race.

3. —In Man there reside the faculties of Consciousness of, and moral 
response to, the guidance of this Power, thus developing the qualities 
of honesty, truthfulness, and kindliness, which are the character that 
produces harmony and peace.

4. —The human constitution is material body, etherial soul, and 
directive spirit ; the latter being indissolubly linked to the Divine 
Creative Power.

5. —This link may be strengthened to full consciousness, or it may 
be neglected to the degeneration of the personality which is the 
“ mask ” assumed by the soul in this world of time and sense. The 
soul is the etherial body animated by the spirit ; and the body is the 
material image of the soul complicated by the effects of heredity 
and environment.

6 . —The soul is released from the body by death, and retains its 
individual personality, at any rate for a time. It may go onwards to 
immortality, or downwards to destruction, according as it develops 
spirituality or dwells in its lower desires. These latter produce death,
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the second death of which our Lord spoke in his answer to those who 
asked, “ Lord, are they few that be saved ? ”

7.—The Law of Spiritual Consequence rules the present and the 
future life. In the present it determines social peace or social strife ; 
in both present and future, by greed, injustice, refusal to look at facts, 
disregard of the rights of others, neglect of duty, lust, arrogance, anger, 
self-righteousness and blindness of heart, contrasted with kindliness, 
intelligence, goodwill, reverence for the Divine Law, and perception 
of the Presence of God, it determines life or death.

8 .—The brute world has to adapt itself to the conditions it finds : 
Man has the privilege of creating his own environment. He calls it 
“ civilisation ” and every civilisation accurately mirrors the minds that 
make it.

9. -—Because of human solidarity the innocent in an evil civilisation 
suffer with the guilty, here and for a time. In the Beyond, each reaps 
exactly as he has sown, not by sentence of a Judge, but by the character 
resulting from his own actions, and the environment they make.

10. —The degree of “ guilt ” is known to God alone ; it is not for 
us to judge of it ; but whatever the personal responsibility, evil is evil 
and good is good. Each man has gone back or forward during his 
earth-life and must abide the issue.

11. —All theologies are human efforts to bring Divine action down to 
human comprehension, and must necessarily correspond to the mentality 
that produces them. Beliefs that are not put into practice are of no 
value at all. Any theological statement can be interpreted materially 
or spiritually ; and “ mystics ” of all nations are in agreement.

12. —There are “ interventions,” but they are not the dividing 
of seas and rivers, Sinaitic thunders, talking asses, and monsters of 
the deep. All these fictions belong to a legendary age which could only 
conceive of Government by physical judgments. The real inter
ventions are spiritual. Every prophet is an intervention. Every act of 
grace is an intervention. We can have an intervention whenever we 
provide the conditions ; but we prefer to fold our hands and mutter 
“ The age of miracles is past. ” “ Is God dead ? ”

13. —As in Nature, races that do not evolve are swept away, so it is 
with nations, their own passions and apathies work their destruction. 
There is instant “ forgiveness ” to the soul that truly desires to progress, 
and instant strengthening, whatever its past ; but there is no vicarious 
atonement, and no abrogation of the consequences of actual character. 
Most men think of “ forgiveness ” as the wiping off of penalties— 
they wish to be delivered not from sins but from their consequences. 
Selfishness, arrogance and greed will make a hell under any conditions, 
incarnate or discarnate.

14. —The Bible is a true guide to conduct provided that we use it in 
the spirit and not in the letter ; “ the letter killeth but the Spirit 
giveth life.” Used as a treatise of theology it is a storehouse of conten
tion. The Old Testament is the history of a typical nation, part going 
upwards to the Golden Rule, part going downwards to the Dispersion.
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That is the value of the Old Testament, but it must be read as spiritual 
and dramatic history.

15.-—The New Testament, written in more recent times is much 
more historically accurate ; but it is still not a repository of doctrines 
but a guide to conduct. Discrepancies only exist for theologians. 
Latin nations may rest in the Church, but the history of the British 
nation shows that the Bible has been and will be the foundation of the 
Religion of the Spirit. But this cannot be till the clergy cease to take 
legends as History, and the laity are better educated than to imagine 
that Spiritualism is a matter of “ Darkened Rooms.”

* * * * *

When any eminent person dies, especially one connected in any 
way with Spiritualism, there is scarcely a circle in the land which 
does not claim “ messages ” from him. After Geley’s tragic death 
obscure French towns contributed “ messages ” widely different 
from the mentality of my deceased friend. Even from England 
1 have had a number of such scripts sent me, and have read others 
in print. When Myers died, every little circle in England had 
“ messages ” from him, all absolutely and entirely unreliable. These 
things bring Spiritualism into contempt. They illustrate, if it were 
needed, that the subconscious can fabricate irrelevant matter quite 
apart from conscious deception. As such, it is an interesting but very 
perplexing phenomenon, and one which indicates how cautious we 
should be in accepting automatisms as the genuine work of survivors. 
We have to rely on a great mass of normally verifiable incidents in 
order to determine our main problem. It is a sad characteristic of the 
human mind that we must acknowledge a faculty of self-deception so 
unbounded that it makes even the most philosophical spiritualist 
apprehensive of similar results in his own case.

A somewhat parallel phenomenon is the spread of “ Walter’s ” 
activities, wherever the Crandon experiments are known ; and where 
are they not ? It is perfectly natural that at a sitting in England, with 
Mrs. Osborne Leonard on December 17th, 1928, Dr. L. R. G. Crandon 
should be accompanied by his brother-in-law, Walter Stinson, and 
should receive the long messages, stenographed by Mrs. Muriel Hankey, 
which are given in extenso in P sychic. R esearch, for June, 1929, which 
has already been quoted above. Dr. Crandon quite rightly remarks :—

“ For Feda there would not even be the tenuous plea that she 
got all this Walter stuff out of my mind and gave it back to me 
in the form in which she got it. If Margery were not valid, I 
really would have to be part of the fraud, and when I went to 
Mrs. Leonard with this knowledge in my mind and talked to 
Feda with it in my mind, surely it would be too much strain upon 
the traditional spiritistic tendency to explain away all things, 
to explain away her complete acceptance of this structure of hypo
thetical fraud.
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“ Nor can I see that the case is any different under the 
prosopopetical interpretation. If Mrs. Leonard gets supernormally 
a large array of facts about the Margery case, many of which I 
know, and some that I do not, surely knowledge on my part of 
the fraudulent character of the case, or even the fact that it were 
fraudulent without my knowledge, would be among the things 
she would perceive. . . . Either Margery is valid as represented, 
or Mrs. Leonard is not.”

Dr. Crandon points out that he did not accept this sitting as important 
till he found that Mrs. Crandon discovered “ that it was teeming with 
hits having to do with factual matters occurring during my absence 
im Europe or in some other way remote from my normal knowledge.” 
The particulars given by Dr. Crandon are singularly full, and according 
to him, accurate. The sitting is well worth reading and reflection, 
and certainly presents the dilemma which he states above. Under 
the heading, paragraph 62, he gives the following :—

62. Oh ! Has he been trying to say something through 
another medium, because I feel he has been trying to. (Of course 
we hear a good many such stories). He says, It isn’t always so. 
Isn’t it a nuisance ? (It is indeed) But he says, “ Perhaps the one 
time I do try to give you something, there will be ten other times 
I am supposed to have done.” (True enough all over the world) 
[My comments during the séance sufficiently cover the facts here.]

63. But he says, “ I do appear to be rather an idiot in my 
spiritual position from some of the things I am supposed to have 
said and done.” Oh ! He is mentioning this now because he says 
you are going to have one or two more letters telling you that Walter 
has been to such a place, and he has said this and done that, but 
he says, “ I am not claiming any responsibility for it at all. If 
I go anywhere I will say something that you will verify. I won’t 
go and give them a few platitudes. I will go and say ‘ I have 
been doing so-and-so ; write and tell them.’ He says ‘ That is 
all I want to do ’.” *

64. Oh, that has something to do with Australia. Will you 
remember this ? He has been to Australia (So ?) He paid a visit 
to Australia, but he says “ Of course, I don’t know what they 
are going to say I did. It is quite true I did go to Australia, because 
I am interested in a condition there.”

Dr. Crandon adds :—
[If Australia was really meant these paragraphs are without 

significance so far as we can say to-day. If something may be 
thought of as having gone wrong with Feda’s transmitting facilities, 
so that Australia got substituted for a Canadian location which 
I shall not specifically identify, the whole affair would be

*M y ow n experience in  regard to G eley’s case is strictly  parallel. I referred 
to  him  some of the s o i -d is a n t  Geley com m unications through  a m edium  w ho, 
has never let us down during  th irteen  years’ weekly com m unication. H e said 
th a t he knew nothing of any such messages.



178 Q uarterly T ransactions B.C.P.S.

recognisable. One of our frequent sitters has visited the place 
to which I refer and has sat in the circle to which a soi-disant 
Walter comes ; and from what he reports, I should judge that 
Walter’s version of the whole matter was quite as close to the 
truth as the one we get through the mails from the sitters.]

This links up with the Winnipeg communication which occupies 
a prominent place in this issue. From all that we can gather and 
infer, that circle is of a quite different type to the two-pair-back com
municators to whom I have alluded. They are a patient, persevering, 
educated, and skilled group which takes nothing for granted. Their 
photographs are of a new type and extremely interesting. If “ Walter ” 
could give a photograph of himself on the same lines as the “ Spurgeon” 
portraits that would clinch the matter.

Dr. Glen Hamilton’s final remark, which I have put in italics, is 
specially worthy of note. He says that the leading researchers have 
ignored or stifled the proofs of personal intelligence in the physical 
manifestations. This is the leading feature in the contributions now 
published.

“ Walter’s ” thumb-print impressions, and the whole of the Margery 
mediumship bear testimony to the same fact. This is the next step 
forward in Metapsychic science—the linking up of the personal 
intelligence with physical manifestations by which these latter are shown 
to have a distinct bearing on the main purpose—the demonstration 
of the reality of the soul and spirit as the real person and its survival, 
largely unchanged, in the Life Beyond.

The important manifestations at Winnipeg are the work of a Canadian 
group which has conducted long experimental researches in a thoroughly 
scientific manner. The results speak for themselves : they show the 
unquestionable personal influence of surviving souls which is becoming 
more and rrore evident in all investigations.—Editor.
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TELEPLASMIC PHENOMENA IN W INNIPEG.
By T. Glen H amilton, M.D.

Introductory Remarks.
Although teleplasmic phenomena are undoubtedly rare and 

difficult to obtain, they have, nevertheless, occurred sufficiently 
often during recent years to have engaged the attention of many 
leading British, Continental and American researchers, among 
them Richet, Madame Bisson, Crawford, Schrenck-Notzing and 
Geley, and still more recently Crandon and Richardson of Boston. 
As many are well aware, the extensive and rigorous investigations 
of these researchers alone show beyond question that tele
plasmic phenomena have been repeatedly established as a 
scientific fact.

Nevertheless, great as is the evidence and knowledge already 
gained, a still more extended knowledge of this amazing substance 
is, I believe, of such vital importance to both metaphychics and 
to science as a whole, that any fresh proof of its actuality, any 
new facts throwing added light on its characteristics and functions, 
should be submitted for examination and valuation without 
hesitancy or undue delay.

It is, therefore, both as a duty and as a privilege that I offer 
to the readers of P sychic S cience a brief illustrated report of a 
number of these extraordinary manifestations, which we have 
had the good fortune to observe recently here in Winnipeg.

As many of my readers probably know, these teleplasms have 
been secured through the associated mediumship of two psychics, 
known to us in connection with this work as Elizabeth M. and 
Mary M ., in a series of experiments which began in January, 
1928, and which are still continuing at the time of writing.

No matter how strong is the evidence offered in support of 
the reality of any phenomenon, it fails to carry conviction if 
the credibility of the witnesses cannot be sustained. It is so in 
the courts of law, where common and every-day happenings are 
dealt w ith ; it is doubly so in this work where we are dealing with 
happenings which are not common—happenings which only one 
person in many thousands can experience personally. It is thus 
the duty of the investigator to  assure his readers, so far as he can, 
that his verifiers are reliable witnesses, good men and true. In 
•this respect I have been most fortunate. Assisting me as members 
of the main experimental group during the past year and a half 
were the following persons: Mr. W . B. Cooper, departmental 
manager in a well-known finance and insurance house; Mr. 
H. A. V. Green, assistant solicitor for a large railway corporation ; 
my brother J. A. Hamilton, M.D., C.M., a practising physician 
in this city for more than twenty-five years ; Miss Ada Turner, 
M.A., a teacher of English in a city High School; Mrs. C. Alder, 
a lady of unquestioned integrity ; and my wife, Lillian Hamilton.
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Others who are frequently present, and who assist in various ways 
are Mr. D. B. McDonald, a prominent business m an; Mr. H. A. 
Reed, an electrical expert and superintendent in the Manitoba 
Government Telephone System, and Mr. W. B. Hobbs, a civil 
engineer who also hold a position of responsibility in the provincial 
government.

The names of others who were present during the occurrence 
of important phenomena will be mentioned later.

And, generally speaking, what was the attitude of mind of this 
group? Why did we enter on these researches? W e were not 
impelled by any motives of sentiment; we were not stimulated 
by religious beliefs derived from any sect whatsoever; rather, the 
dominant impulse was one of intense and compelling curiosity 
to know the facts of psychical manifestations for one’s self. 
To satisfy this urge in a scientific manner, only those results could 
be considered that might be observed under as “ water-tight ” 
conditions as possible. To this end, the scientific method has been 
applied throughout; rigorous control, repeated observations and 
experiments, and accurate full records, which include both verbatim 
notes and photographs.

W ith this general statement of the facts and conditions under 
which began these investigations of teleplasmic and other pheno
mena, we may now turn our attention to the phenomena them
selves, and to some important facts which have a bearing on them. 
This presentation will be more easily followed, I think, if con
sidered under the following heads —

1. A brief outline of the Elizabeth M. and Mary M. medium- 
ships.

2. Experimental details.
3. Bell-box phenomena.
4. The “ voice.”
5. Psychic lights.
6 . Teleplasm showing supernormal manipulation.
7. Teleplasm showing supernormal representation of faces.

PART I.

T he M edium s .

Elizabeth M .—W e have known Elizabeth M. intimately for 
more than twenty years. She is a Scots-woman, fifty-eight years 
of age, a widow, and has three children now grown to maturity. 
While she possesses only a rudimentary education, she is exceed
ingly capable along many practical lines, especially in the caring 
of the sick and of little children. These latter qualities have won 
for her many grateful friends.

Elizabeth’s mediumship began in May, 1921, when, during 
some of our earliest experiments we discovered that she possessed
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marked faculties for the production of physical phenomena. A 
few months’ further experimentation revealed the fact that she also 
possessed mental mediumistic faculties, and from that time on 
these two phases developed collaterally, eventually giving- brilliant 
manifestations in both fields. In the first, we obtained conversa
tional rappings, very powerful contact phenomena, telekinesis 
(various forms), and wax impressions of small materialized forms. 
The mental gave many arresting phenomena; veridical clairvoy
ance, prevision, and trance automatisms, both motor and sensory, 
the latter also being of a highly veridical nature. For all these 
experiments Elizabeth neither asked nor received any payment 
whatever. Her time and talents were given simply as our good 
friend willing to co-operate in any manner we desired.

Many hundreds of experiments have been conducted with this 
medium, and I know that fraud did not ex ist; the experimental 
conditions were too rigorous, the telekinetic and other physical 
phenomena too powerful and too often repeated, and the mental 
too far beyond the normal capacity of the medium to allow fraud 
to be advanced as an explanation of their origin. It is obvious 
that only a detailed and analytical presentation can show at all 
adequately the salient features of this mediumship, or demonstrate 
the factual basis on which it is placed.

At this time, however, one phase of the Elizabeth M. pheno
mena must receive some special attention ; I refer to her deep- 
trance automatisms and to their products. The reason for this 
will appear later. The E.M. trance automatisms, like her other 
manifestations, progressed in time from the simple to the complex. 
The motor automatisms began as simple signalling movements 
of the right hand, and in a few months the more complicated 
movements of writing supervened, and finally progressed to the 
still more complex co-ordinations of speech. The sensory auto
matisms have been, and still are the most outstanding features 
of this mediumship. These take the form of visions or hallucina
tions, clear and vivid as to details, and although received during 
the most profound part of the trance-sleep, are, nevertheless, 
recalled by the medium on her return to consciousness, and 
described to her auditors.

An especially interesting feature of the E.M. trance phenomena 
is the fact that the two types of automatisms, the mental and the 
motor, both appear in the same trance period. The motor always 
follows the sensory, and always the two are complementary to 
each other. Only rarely can the written message be fully under
stood without a study of the vision message. The two make 
the whole. W e find here an ingenious combination of the trance
writing and the pictographic method of communication, and it is 
here, as the reader will surmise, that we meet the incoming of 
those trance personalities who claim to be persons once incarnate.

Before giving some facts relative to the E.M. trance controls,
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the writer would like to make one statem ent; he did not seek 
for evidence of surviving personalities any more, not indeed, as 
much, as he sought for instance, for proof of the reality of 
telekinesis. He was simply willing to examine any psychical 
phenomenon which could be verified by repeated observation and 
experiment. The E.M. mental manifestations met this demand 
as successfully as the physical.

Personalities, however, purported to manifest at every turn of 
the road. They claimed to lie behind the raps, the table move
ments, direct writing, wax impressions, the clairvoyance, and 
above all, to be directing and inspiring the trance automatisms. 
They could be ignored to some degree in the objective phenomena, 
but in the subjective we had to face the problem which they set 
up. This problem, central and compelling, the reader must now 
also consider on the basis of the facts about to be given.

In an analysis of twelve hundred and ten trance-periods, with 
their accompanying dual automatisms (sensory and motor), 
occurring from April, 1923, to the end of December, 1927, it is 
found that there manifested through these channels various 
intelligences, who, according to the number of their appearances, 
may be classified as major and minor Elizabeth M. controls. 
The latter, sixteen in number, were made up of those who claimed 
to be deceased relatives and others known locally, and a few wno 
claimed to be persons of fame. The former, a group of four, 
consisted entirely of those who purported to be persons more or 
less famous. It is to this group that the reader’s attention is 
particularly directed. The first claimed to be Robert Louis 
Stevenson, the second, David Livingstone, the third, W . T. Stead, 
and the fourth, Camille Flammarion. And in 1928 a fifth major 
communicator appeared, purporting to be Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon*, the noted Baptist clergyman and evangelist.

At this point a second personal statement must be interjected : 
neither myself, nor any member of our group, previous to tne 
persistent appearances and communications of these personalities, 
were particularly interested in any one of them in any way. To 
us they were names only. No one was a student of the writings 
of Stevenson; no one was a member or adherent of the Baptist 
communion; we were acquainted only with the most commonly 
known facts of the life of Livingstone. In short, we knew of no 
reason why these particular intelligences—granting at least, for 
the sake of argument, that they did exist—should appear so con
tinuously and so persistently at the experiments of tnis particular 
grotip. These are the facts.

While it lies outside the province of this paper to discuss the 
scientific value of the evidence put forward by these major E.M. 
controls in support of their claim to have survived bodily death,

* C . H . S . p u rp o rte d  to  c o m m u n ic a te  o nce  in 1923.
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it should be stated that in spite of the obvious difficulties, difficulties 
which we fully recognised from the first, and which, it must be 
admitted, we shrank from facing, two of these controls, Stevenson 
and Livingstone, have overwhelmed us with the avalanche of 
evidential material that has been transmitted. And of these two, 
the work of Stevenson stands pre-eminent. Only when the whole 
story of this extraordinary control is revealed can we hope to 
show the complexity of the work of this intelligence calling himself 
Robert Louis Stevenson.

The evidence offered by the other three, Stead, Flammarion 
and Spurgeon, follows more closely along the lines commonly 
met w ith ; a constant and consistent display in each case of the 
same personal characteristics, mannerisms, handwriting, etc., 
tending by cumulative effect to establish a definite personality. 
This is particularly true of Spurgeon and Stead, which latter 
has claimed, for the past eight years, to  be the personality in 
charge of a working group on ‘ ‘ the other side. ’ ’

It will be seen from the above brief survey of the E.M. medium- 
ship that we became acquainted with many features of high 
value to us when entering upon the new field of experimentation 
which forms the special topic of this paper.

Mary M .—Mary M. is also a Scotswoman. W e first made her 
acquaintance a little over three years ago, and have known her 
well since she became a member of our group at the beginning 
of 1928. During this time we have come to respect her as a 
hardworking, self-sacrificing woman, devoted to the interests of 
her friends, church, home and family. Like Elizabeth, she has 
had few educational advantages, but nevertheless, she is highly 
intelligent, and exceedingly capable in many ways.

That she could “ see ” and “ hear ”  in a manner which she 
could not understand, she has known from girlhood. Some years 
ago she became interested in developing circles, and frequently 
attended them, where she eventually took on the trance condition 
with “ controls.”

There is also reason to believe that Mary M. possesses the 
faculty of supernormal cognition. She is known locally as a 
“ reader ” (of the crystal), and although few written records of 
these “ readings ” have been kept, two well-attested instances 
in 1926 of her supernormal cognition, including one very definite 
precognition, so aroused our interest that we determined to make, 
if possible, a careful investigation of her mediumistic powers.

This investigation began in January, 1928, when, as already 
stated, Mary M. became a member of our experimental group, 
which, of course, still included the medium Elizabeth. Her 
development, during the first three months, was more or less 
disappointing from our point of view; there was no sign of 
supernormal cognition, and her mediumistic progress seemed to 
be following along the more usual lines; a deepening and a
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lengthening of the trance state and increasing clairaudient and 
clairvoyant receptivity. Interlocked with this growth, however, 
was another phase which is now seen to have been of great 
importance—the incoming, through these improved channels, of 
a new psychic personality, a new Mary M. control. Our experi
mental notes first record the alleged presence of this personality 
on March 4th, and from this date to April 25th the story of the 
Mary M. mediumship may be told as the story of the establishment 
of this new control, along with the establishment of the first 
physical phenomenon.

The new control.— This newcomer was said by both Elizabeth 
and Mary to be a young man, humorous, mischievous, and 
totally unlike any other personality they had ever come in contact 
with. He appeared to them at both regular and impromptu 
sittings, and spontaneously at times to Mary. During this period, 
he appeared in all eighteen times, dividing his attention almost 
equally between the two psychics. In these appearances he used 
the various psychic faculties of both mediums: clairvoyance, 
clairaudience, trance visions, trance script, and trance speech. 
The “ attacks,” it will be noticed, were repeated and used 
practically every available channel.

Throughout the whole of March, the control refused to give 
his name, so that during this time, and for some weeks after, 
he was referred to as F.Y.M ., the “ fair young m an.” On April 
2nd, however, Mary M. claimed that he appeared spontaneously 
to her and told her that he was W alter, brother of the medium 
Margery.

But this preliminary period is also important because of a 
second phase of the Mary M. (F.Y.M. development), I allude to 
the control’s persistent efforts, through Mary M., to secure our 
co-operation to bring about his first physical manifestation, the 
phenomenon of bell-box ringing. It was through these requests 
and very definite instructions as to technique that we came to 
realise that we were undoubtedly dealing with a personality who 
had not only very marked personal characteristics, but also an 
exceedingly exact knowledge of the scientific technique necessary 
to secure psychical manifestations, and further, one who knew 
something of the type of criticism likely to be directed against 
any weaknesses in our procedure. This, in itself, we began to 
realize, was an exceedingly arresting phenomenon, for we know 
such an attitude of mind to be entirely foreign to that of the 
medium, Mary M., through whom all of these instructions were 
transmitted.

On March 15th, F.Y.M ., spontaneously made the suggestion 
that I "  fix up ” an electric bell and place it in the cabinet; he 
promised that we would hear it ring. On April 1st he again
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alluded to something ringing by saying with great forcefulness,
through M.M. entranced: “ I ’ll ring the ------ box y e t!” By
April 11th, I had finally completed a box, and had hung it by a 
heavy cord inside the cabinet, well beyond the reach of the 
mediums and sitters. F.Y.M. was not satisfied; he informed us 
through M.M. that he wanted the box to  be placed on a wooden 
shelf, and that this was to be done before the next experiment. 
However, I must confess that I was still only casually interested 
in this new control, and I still neglected to  follow his instructions. 
At the experiments on April 12th, and again on the 18th, the 
box was placed on the séance-room table in the centre of the 
group. Here, on both occasions, the bell gave a number of 
jagged and more or less uncontrolled rings, but the “ young 
man ” was not only dissatisfied, on the 18th he was wildly 
indignant, and declared that unless the box were placed as he 
wanted it—in the cabinet on a shelf—he would not return. And, 
in seeming justification of his anger and insistence, he said: 
“ They won’t believe you; they said my sister spoke with her 
ears !”

This statement, implying as it did an intimate knowledge of 
the Margery-W alter voice phenomenon, finally broke down my 
somewhat prolonged scepticism, and led to the real beginning of 
my co-operation with the new control calling himself W alter.

On April 25th, six weeks after 11 W alter’s ” first request that 
a bell-box be placed in the cabinet, this was done, and on this 
date bell ringing occurred under conditions which convinced those 
present that it had been produced by supernormal means. This 
date marks the real inception of the Walter-Mary M. teleplasmic 
phenomena which form the subject of this paper.

This hurried review brings before us the development of the 
mediumship of Mary M., in its earliest phases, including the estab
lishment of the “ W alter ” control and the bell-box ringing.

The Walter control.—Let me say at once that we have as yet 
received no scientific proof in verification of the control’s claim 
to be W alter, brother of the medium Margery. On the other hand 
I am bound to admit that our Winnipeg W alter resembles in many 
ways, in character, vocabulary, in mannerisms, methods of work 
and types of phenomena produced, the Boston W alter as I know 
him through being present at various Margery séances : eight 
in 1925, three in 1926, and four in 1928. He also displays some 
differences from the Margery-W alter personality.

But interesting and important as the identity of this control 
undoubtedly is, it should, for the present at any rate, be regarded 
as of secondary importance, and our attention focussed on the 
phenomena which he claims in part to have produced.
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PART II.
E xperimental D eta ils .

The room .—Our experimental room is a small one, nine feet 
six inches by twelve feet six inches, situated on the second floor 
of the writer’s home, and reserved for this purpose only. Its 
two windows, which open to the outside about fifteen feet above 
the ground, are securely boarded over. Its one door of entry opens 
into an outside hallway at the end opposite the windows. The 
furniture consists of a deal table, wooden chairs and a wooden 
cabinet.

Lighting .—The lighting consists of a single ruby photographic- 
lamp attached to an electric cord. There is also one red ceiling 
light controlled by a switch attached to  the writer’s chair.

The cabinet.—The cabinet is a three-sided enclosure made 
of white -wood panels five-eighths of an inch thick, glued together. 
It is six feet high, thirty inches deep and forty-two inches wide. 
It is open at the top. No curtains are used at the front. The 
cabinet is firmly screwed to the floor.

Photographic equipment..—While several cameras have been 
used for some years in carrying- on various experiments with the 
medium Elizabeth M., the number of cameras and the lenses 
employed have, in these 1928 and 1929 experiments, been gradually 
increased as the phenomena demanded. The equipment has for 
some time consisted of the following : six 5 by 7 cameras and 
two stereoscopic cameras, these equipped with various lenses— 
one Seneca portrait, three Rapid Rectilinear, one Wide-angle, 
one Doppel, two Quartz, one Wollensack stereo, and one stereo 
Goerz. The selection of the number of cameras and lenses used 
in the various experiments is governed by the type of phenomenon 
we have reason to expect might manifest. Frequently a sitter 
or a guest brings his own camera.

The placement of the cameras used varies from time to  time, 
both in position and in distance from the medium ; but in the 
main they are supported by two standards carrying double decks, 
and placed near the back of the room. These standards are 
sufficiently wide apart to allow the flashlight, situated behind, 
to  have full play on the medium in front. The cameras are thus 
disposed to the right and to the left of the lane of light.

The flashlight apparatus now consists of three flashlight boxes 
(we commenced with one) each carrying a charge of powder, any 
one of which can be fired independently by electricity from a 
triple push-button held in my hand. W e use the most rapid 
flash powder obtainable. These boxes are placed on the door- 
facings of a small closet at the rear of the room, and are approxi
mately nine feet from the medium.

The bell-box.—Two bell-boxes have been used in the 1928
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and 1929 series of experiments. The first was used for about 
five months. The second embodied a few alterations and improve
ments, and was placed in position on the cabinet wall on August 15. 
A description of the second box (referred to in the notes as the 
“ new ” bell-box), which is still in use, applies equally to the 
first one.

Our bell-box is very similar in construction to the Scientific 
American bell-box employed in the Margery experiments. For 
the purpose of this article it is sufficient to say that it is an ordinary 
wooden container, six inches deep, holding an electric bell with 
one or more dry batteries to ring it. The bell circuit can only 
be closed by depressing an over-lid, hinged at one end to the lid 
proper, and supported by a spring. The first box required a 
pressure of ten grams to depress the over-lid, while the second 
requires fifty. The first box was placed and securely fastened 
to a wooden shelf on the inside of the cabinet wall to the left 
of the seated medium, at a distance of five feet six inches from 
the floor ; the second was placed in a similar position to the right 
(see Plate 2). It was thus approximately six feet from the floor 
to the depression lid.

Precautionary measures.—Our precautionary measures are few 
in number, but rigidly adhered to. The séance room is always 
locked in the intervals between work, and is bolted on the inside 
when work is in progress. Mediums and sitters never enter this 
room between experiments. The medium with whom the tele
plasmic structures are visibly connected, Mary M., removes a 
part or the whole of her clothing, depending on the nature of 
the experiment, immediately before a sitting, in an adjoining 
room in the presence of one or two of the ladies, putting on the 
loose gown and slippers which are supplied for her. She is then 
accompanied by one of the ladies into the séance room, where 
she at once enters the open cabinet.

Séance technique.—For physical phenomena, a red light, suffi
cient to see all the surroundings fairly clearly, is used until the 
group is seated and other arrangements completed. The rest of the 
sitting takes place in darkness.

All hands are joined in chain formation. The sitters to the right 
and to the left of the medium are given the special task of seeing 
that her hands are controlled at all times throughout the experi
ment. They report from time to time that such control is being 
maintained ; also any movements of her body or limbs which may 
occur during the time the phenomena are under way. These 
controllers, and others, including the writer, frequently examine 
the face, neck, head, breast and under arms of the medium without 
releasing her hands, in order to ascertain that nothing is on 
them, or connected with these parts of her body.

C
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Music is used from time to time throughout experiments, both 
singing and gramophone being employed.

Guests, when present, sit without the circle at the back of 
the room.

Records.—A competent note-taker is almost invariably present 
at each experiment, making, as far as possible, full and accurate 
notes of every incident at the time at which it occurs. An illumi
nated watch is used to note the time intervals, the time of the 
“ flash,” etc. These notes are signed by the recorder and fre
quently by all present.

To strengthen further the value of our records, declarations 
have been made before a commissioner in B.R., regarding the 
actuality of one occurrence of each class of teleplasmic phenomena, 
namely, bell-ringing, psychic light, teleplasmic faces. Therefore, 
some of our evidence as to the reality of these phenomena is as 
strong as the evidence accepted in our courts of law.

PART III.

Bell-B ox P henomena.

The facts relative to the bell-box phenomena occurring during 
our 1928 and 1929 experiments may be classifiedi as those which 
establish the supernormality' of the phenomena and those which 
establish the reality of an intelligence behind them. As these two 
features co-mingle in every manifestation, they can, no doubt, 
best be disclosed by a general survey, followed by a full report 
of one typical bell-ringing incident.

This manifestation, since its inception on April 25th, 1928, 
has usually been part of the W aiter-control’s repertoire. Under 
conditions of excellent control of both sitters and mediums, and 
with the box or boxes in the position as described (see experi
mental details), bell phenomena of various types have been given 
repeatedly. It is obvious that with so restricted a channel of 
expression, these manifestations are limited in their variations. 
Nevertheless, the bell-box has been successfully used for a number 
of purposes; it gives various long and short combinations on 
request; it rings in salutation ; it keeps time to m usic; it imitates 
noises, cheering, the whistling of a train. Above all it has been 
employed as a signal for firing the flashlight. This method of 
signalling was used by the W alter control three times : June 4th, 
August 5th, and September 23rd. The first photograph thus 
secured was taken to record the experimental conditions at the 
moment the bell was ring ing; and those of August 5th and 
September 23rd recorded teleplasmic structures. The circumstances 
connected with the first signalling episode, of June 4th, marking,
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as it does, an important step in the Walter-Mary M. phenomena, 
should be detailed.

About a month previous to this date, quite spontaneously, the 
control offered the information that he was ready for the “ flash ” 
any time. Ten days later, on May 16th, he offered a second 
suggestion to the effect that if I so desired, he would signal with 
the bell when he was ready for me to “ fire.” He further sug
gested that this signal would be six long rings, pause, two rings. 
1 agreed. On June 3rd the control again declared that he would 
use this signal, and on the following night, under excellent con
ditions of control, the signal was given and a flashlight photograph 
taken. This was our first flashlight of the medium Mary M. in 
the state of trance, a photograph to prove later of more value 
than we at first thought.

In re-reading the records of the various experiments, one is 
surprised to note how frequently the control spoke of his “ cords ” 
long before we received, or at least knew we had received photo
graphic evidence of their existence. His first definite use of the 
term “ cords ” occurred on May 20th, when he complained that 
his cords were broken because the bell-box had been handled. 
The next reference to cords was most dramatic, and followed 
immediately after the first flashlight explosion mentioned above. 
W alter, using M ary’s normal voice, while she was entranced, 
gasped o u t: “ Upset all my work ! Upset all my work ! He did ! 
(“ he ” evidently referring to an invisible personality). “ He 
broke the cords . . . just now when I rang the bell! . . .They are 
all down ! . . . ” That there might be something in this we began 
to suspect, for we observed that several more sittings were required 
before the bell rang again. Little attention, however, was given 
to these assertions, until August 5th, when the flashlight photo
graph taken on this date revealed plainly the presence of cords 
connecting the medium with the bell-box (see Plate 3). My interest 
in this phenomenon now being aroused, I re-examined the photo
graph taken on June 4th, under slight magnification, and much to 
my surprise, found that two teleplasmic cords were undoubtedly 
present.

I purpose now to close this brief account of the bell-ringing 
phenomena by giving an excerpt from an account of an experi
mental sitting held at the end of last year, eight months after 
this type of manifestation had been established. I have chosen 
this sitting for three reasons: the bell-box phenomena were ex
ceedingly brilliant and varied; the conditions of control, and the 
examination for fraud were exceedingly rigorous; and the chief 
witness was one whose integrity and professional standing have 
made him known throughout Canada—Mr. Isaac Pitblado, K.C. 
He has kindly given permission to use his name in connection 
with this report.
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E x p e r i m e n t  of D ecember 3 0 t h , 1 9 2 8 .

As usual, the first part of the sitting was devoted to the 
Elizabeth M. trance phenomena, and to receiving the story of 
her visions. Following this she left the cabinet and took her 
place in the circle. Mary M. remained alone in the cabinet with 
the second circle formed as follows : to her left, in clockwise order, 
Cooper, Elizabeth M., T. G. H., Mrs. Alder, Miss Turner, L. H ., 
Green, and Dr. J. A. IT. Mr. Pitblado sat within the circle directly 
in front of Mary M. The séance table stood between them. 
Hands in chain formation throughout.

Excerpt front notes —
“ Dr. T. G. H. gets up to open the cameras.
W a l t e r : Be very careful; don’t break! (Time, 9.29). The 

medium’s feet start to go. (W alter calls this the “ old engine.” ) 
At 9.30 we sing. The new bell-box rings seventy-one times, 
from 9.30 to 9.32, in time to the music.

By 9.34 the bell rings forty-two more times. The controllers, 
Dr. J. A. and Mr. Cooper, report that the medium is perfectly 
controlled. Mr. Pitblado ascertains that the control is being 
maintained.

W alter, using the medium, now shakes hands with Mr. 
Pitblado. The medium’s hands are placed under Mr. Pitblado’s 
on the table. (Time, 9.35.) The bell now rings thirty-two times.

Mr. Pitblado now has hold of the medium’s two hands, and 
also the one hand of each controller ; the hands lie on the table.

Mr. P itblado : Ring now . . two long ones. The bell gives 
two long rings.

Mr. P itblado : Give me three short and two long. These are 
given. (Time, 9.364.)

Mr. P itblado : There is no muscular movement of the medium’s 
hands during the ringing.

The telephone in another part of the house rings. The bell 
gives ten rings in imitation. W e sing a lively tune, the bell keeps 
time.

At 9.41 the medium becomes restless and moves her feet. 
Mr. Pitblado remarks that when her feet are moving he can feel 
the vibration in her hands (he is still exerting double control), but 
that when the bell rings there is no vibration.

W alter  (time 10.1) : I would like just a little red light for the 
gentleman to examine the bell while the medium is still under 
control. He may pass his hands over her head very gently. Do 
not lay hands on her head.

Mr. Pitblado does as directed, passing his hands over the 
medium’s head between it and the box above. He finds nothing 
there. He depresses the lid of the box so that it rings twice. 
W alter thanks him, and after some further conversation, closes 
the sitting.
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PART IV.
T he V oice .

The so-called direct voice which we have frequently heard in 
connection with the Mary M. phenomena, has not yet been 
established. Only when it can be tested repeatedly by scientific 
means, as has the direct voice in the case of Margery, can it be 
considered satisfactorily placed on a sound basis of fact. In the 
meantime, as it has been found to be interlocked at times with 
some of the most important manifestations occurring in our recent 
experiments, it should receive some attention.

At a sitting held on June 3rd of last year, we heard for the 
first time a peculiar “ throaty ” voice, issuing from a point some
where near the medium, which sounded, as one of the sitters 
remarked, like soneone trying to speak who had a very sore and 
swollen throat. No words were heard clearly.

On June 13th the voice returned, and on this occasion it an
nounced itself at W alter and said “ good evening.” While the 
voice was speaking, Mr. Green placed his ear close to the mouth 
of the entranced medium and said that there was no sound issuing 
from it. At a sitting held four days later it had so greatly im
proved both in strength of tone and in articulation that all present 
heard it say, “ Keep it going ” and “ That old horse must be 
dead now ” (referring to a line in a song we had just been singing). 
Although the voice did not manifest often during the summer 
months—sittings had been interrupted by the holiday season—it 
had so progressed by August 26th that it was used to give the 
signal for taking a photograph. On November 4th, the voice, 
a hoarse whisper heard clearly by all in the room, gave important 
directions regarding control and examination of the medium, im
mediately prior to the taking of a flashlight photograph—a photo
graph which proved in many ways to be the most important we 
have yet obtained.

The use of the voice on this date may be taken as typical 
of the control’s use of this method of communication ; he frequently 
employs it, for a short time at least, to convey special instruction's 
or information which he apparently considers important.

This voice phenomenon, up to the time of writing, has mani
fested from time to time, but on the whole is used sparingly. 
W alter informs us that as it takes considerable power for this 
production, he cannot afford to be too prodigal—the “ forces ” 
are needed for other manifestations. On the other hand he tells 
us that he prefers this communicating method to that of using the 
automatic voice; he claims that it affords him a much better 
vehicle for conveying his own ideas uncoloured by the mind and 
personality of the medium. This, of course, is what we would 
expect.

The use of the voice will be shown in some of the detailed 
experiments.
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PART V.
P sychic L ig h ts .

The first intimation given by the Waiter-control that psychic 
light was to be included in his “ box of tricks ” came on May 10th 
when in one of the funny little doggerel rhymes which he some
times uses for conveying directions he humorously promised that 
we would “ see the light. ” On this date, for the first time the sitters 
felt the presence of cool breezes, were “ touched,” and felt as if 
“ power ” were being taken from them. This was particularly 
true of one of the sitters, who, it has since been observed, is 
apparently a marked contributor to the light manifestations.

On June 28th, the control referred more definitely to a light, 
and promised that it would be shown some time in the future.

During the present year the light has appeared only at fairly 
long intervals, but when it has, the phenomenon has 
been exceedingly brilliant. One of these displays was given, so 
W alter says, for the special entertainment of three small boys 
who happened to be present at a sitting ; one was given recently, 
on May 12th, when Dr. and Mrs. E. W . Brown, members of 
the Margery group, were present; while the most brilliant took 
place a few weeks ago, on April 21st. An excerpt from the 
experimental notes of this date will be given presently.

Some of the characteristics of this most interesting phenomenon 
may be summarised briefly: its size, though variable, usually 
appears to be that of a walnut; its luminosity also varies, at 
times it appears as a dull glow, and again, as a brilliantly glowing 
spo t; at its best it equals the glow of an illuminated watch dial. 
At times its position changes with great rapidity; always remain
ing, however, within some ten or twelve inches, I would judge, of 
some portion of Mary M .’s body. It may be displayed from a 
foot above her head to a position within a few inches of the floor.

I am of the opinion that the light issues from a flat disc-like 
form probably connected to  the medium by a teleplasmic cord or 
extension. This is borne out by the fact that at times the glowing 
surface is plainly visible to the sitters on one side, while at the 
same time it is invisible to those on the other. This can be ac
counted for by a change in the direction of the plane of the disc.

E xperim ent  o f  Apr il  21s t .
All members of the main experimental group present except 

Elizabeth M., Mary M. in the cabinet, and, as usual, controlled 
by Dr. J. A. H. on her right and Mr. Cooper on her left. All 
hands in chain formation. Sitting commences at 9.7. At 9.17, 
auxiliary medium “ A. ” shows marked automatic muscular 
movements. Light at 9.25. Light is low at 9.27. W alter speaks 
using Mary M .’s voice at 9.27; then speaks in direct voice: 
“ Loosen up ! Get on with the work ! ” At 9.28 both Mary M.
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and A. beat time violently with their hands; ligfht appears again 
at 9.29; it is low down. At 9.31 light seems to be on medium’s 
lap. M. M. and A. show automatic muscular movement of limbs, 
light moves rapidly at 9.32. It swings to and fro like a switch- 
light, very brilliant and rapid in motion. Medium breathes hard 
at 9.35; light is still there at 9.36. The controllers report that 
there is no movement of the medium’s arms while the light is 
swinging to and fro. At 9.37 W alter requests that A. be placed 
in the cabinet beside the medium. He moves in. Light still glows 
while this change is being made. Conversation with W alter now 
for about fifteen minutes. The light disappears during this period. 
It glows brilliantly for a moment immediately before the sitting is 
brought to a close.

This almost continuous display of a psychic light shining 
brilliantly for twelve minutes is the greatest light manifestation 
we have been privileged to witness in the course of our experiments. 
W e have observed that frequently following the light, there is 
at the next experiment an increased amount of externalized tele
plasm. It may well be that the light is not exhibited as a 
phenomenon only, but is in some way connected with the process 
of increasing the store of teleplasmic substance and energy.

PART VI.

Manipulated T eleplasm .

Previous to the first appearance of amorphous teleplasm in a 
considerable mass on August 5th,* the control had made no promise 
or prediction that such a phenomenon would occur. This was in 
direct contrast to the appearance of bell-ringing and the light. 
It is true that he frequently remarked that he was a “ busy boy,” 
that something would happen; but these remarks, intriguing 
though they were, gave no intimation of what he apparently had 
in view. It was also noticed that accompanying these remarks, 
or preceding them, were long intervals in which there was no 
manifestation of any kind, except that during these periods of 
inactivity, mediumistic sitters complained of feeling chilly, numb, 
and frequently had the sensation of cobwebs passing over their 
faces and hands. These subjective phenomena, and the manifesta
tion from time to time of the voice, led us to surmise that probably 
there was under way some form of teleplasmic development.

Nevertheless, the success of our first attempt to secure a photo
graphic record of teleplasm came as a distinct surprise. As already

* The first teleplasmic structure to be made visible was of course the bell- 
box cords of June 4th, which can be seen faintly in the photograph taken 
on this date. See Part I I I , page 13.
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stated, this occurred on August 5th, and took the form shown 
in Plate 1. As this experiment marks an important advance in 
the Mary M. phenomena, an extract from the notes of this date 
will now be given.

E x p e r i m e n t  o p  A u g u s t  5 t h , 1 9 2 8 .

Those present were, from the medium Mary M., to her left, 
clockwise: Mr. Cooper, Elizabeth M., Dr. T. G. H., Mrs. Alder, 
Lillian Hamilton, Dr. J. A. Hamilton. Mary M. passed into trance, 
and in a few moments W alter came through using the automatic 
voice. He said he could not expend his energy using the direct 
voice if we wished a picture. He gave us our choice. W e decided 
in favour of the picture, and the control said that he would try.
I then discussed with him the bell-box signal. It was agreed 
that the control would give six rings, then two, and I would take 
the picture on a single ring following the signal. That is, I was 
to “ fire ” on the ninth ring.

In a short time, the bell having given a few preliminary “ try
outs,” gave the six rings at intervals of about three-quarters of 
a second. Then followed a pause of about ten seconds, then two 
rings, and again a pause of about ten seconds. Then came the 
ring for the flash. I allowed the ring to last about two seconds 
before the explosion, and it continued to ring for fully two seconds 
after.

In this experiment I used four lenses : one quartz, one wide- 
angle, and two Goerz stereo. The photograph shows the resu lt: 
a twisted teleplasmic mass of purest white (see Plates 1 and 2), 
attached to the left nostril and left cheek of the medium, and 
extending well down to the shoulder level; a cord from the margin 
of the mass on the left cheek, leading straight to the corner of 
the bell-box nearest the medium. This cord appears to be dark 
in colour. In the picture taken with the quartz lens, it is visible 
for almost its entire reach up to the box (not well shown in photo). 
The glass lenses register the lower part of the cord fairly plainly 
and the upper parts less so. Under magnification a second cord 
is visible.

W e noticed also that the bell rang during and after the flash ; 
consequently the teleplasmic energy was sustained throughout.

The medium was rather badly affected by this experiment; 
she reported to us subsequently that she had been very nervous 
and wakeful after returning home, and that she had vomited up 
some froth about two hours after the flash.

Ten days later a second photograph of manipulated teleplasm 
was secured. This took the form of a small white, putty-like 
strip lying on the left cheek close to the nose. Strange to say, 
this teleplasm had a knot in it. When questioned later, the control 
stated that he had tied the knot in it so that it would not hang 
past her mouth and thus look as if she were holding something
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fraudulently in her lips. This phenomenon was recorded by five 
cameras, two of them stereos.

The signal for firing the flash-powder was given by the auto
matic voice and was one which I suggested : to count one, two, 
three, and I would flash on four. This the control did.

Another sample of teleplasm was secured on August 26th, and 
was again very small in size. It showed still different manipulation ; 
two exceedingly small forms, one lying on the left cheek, the 
other on the throat. The latter resembled a tiny medallion with 
eye-like openings in the centre. A cord connected the two parts.

An interesting feature of this experiment was the use for the 
first time of the direct voice to give the signal, as already mentioned 
in Part V. The signal given on this date by the direct voice was 
the same as that given at the preceding experiment by the auto
matic voice.

The fourth photograph (Plate 3) of a teleplasmic form show
ing manipulation was obtained on September 23rd, and as this 
experiment is a notable one in many ways, the notes covering 
it will also be given.

E x p e r i m e n t  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 r d , 1 9 2 8 .

The regular group was present. Following the usual Elizabeth 
M. trance phenomena, the Mary M. circle was formed with control 
on her right by Dr. J. A. Hamilton, and I myself in this instance 
controlling her left. The sitting commenced at 9.44. The medium 
soon became entranced, and almost immediately the “ new ” bell- 
box rang. By 10 the new box had rung eight times, and we 
had had considerable conversation with Walter. I shall now 
quote from the running notes made while this experimental sitting 
was in progress :—

W a l t e r  : Sing ! (time 1 0 ) .
W alter attempted to whistle to “ Golden Slippers,” and two 

minutes later the new bell-box rang seven times. At 10.4 one 
of the sitters saw W alter’s light, and at 10.7 the bell rang once. 
At that moment the light becomes very distinct.

W a l t e r : Everybody see m y  lantern?
Nearly everyone saw it, some more distinctly than others. 

W alter was then asked why those on the right saw it more 
distinctly than those on the left, and he answered: “ I guess they 
were looking. I t’s the same lantern I have in Boston . . . Well, 
I ’m ready for the photograph. W hat about signals? ” Bell rings 
once.

T. G. PI. : W hat about three rings, s to p ; two rings, s to p ; 
one ring, and I ’ll take it immediately on the last ring?

W a l t e r : Fine! . . Are you ready? All hands on the table.
The signal agreed on was given and the flash fired at 10.18.
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T. G. H. : W alter, tell us what we got in our picture?
W a l t e r  : Oh, not much. Just a little ectoplasm on the left 

cheek coming from the left eye and nostril—very small and thin. 
I required more for my light. I can only take a little from her 
body just now.

* * * * *

At 10.30 W alter showed everyone his light. It was very bright, 
not very large, and near the medium’s head. It did not remain in 
one position but moved about like a fairy lantern.

I developed the pictures, two stereoscopic, one quartz and one 
rectilinear—six lenses in all—and in the plate from the Goerz 
stereo (Plate 3) we find some wonderfully clear detail. There is 
to be noted a dark line running from the medium’s mouth, up and 
over the right cheek and temple ; if this is closely followed, it 
will be seen to pass upwards obliquely the upper section of the 
corner of the bell-box, where it disappears over the top of the 
depression lid. Close to where the cord passes will be noted a 
darkish area on the near edge of the lid. Under high magnifica
tion, this dark mass is seen to be evidentty composed of numerous 
coils of thread-like nature.

From below the bottom of the box at its distant end, there may 
also be seen distinctly a fine, dark somewhat tortuous second 
cord, which passes downward and outward until it disappears in 
the shadow behind the medium’s head.

It will be noticed that in this experiment the cords and the 
bell-box used are to the right of the medium, while on August 5th 
the bell-box and the cords were to the left. Here, I think, we 
have additional proof that there is a very definite connection 
between the phenomenon of the bell-ringing and the presence of 
teleplasmic cords

This September 23rd sitting gave, it is seen, a summing-up, 
as it were, of the phenomena established at this tim e; bell-ringing, 
including its use as a signal, and the teleplasm of two types. In 
addition, another step forward was made in the appearance of the 
long-promised light. It gave also a very definite example of an 
interesting and important subjective manifestation; the W alter 
control’s supernormal awareness of what was on the photographic 
plates while they were still in the cameras, and we were still in 
darkness. No indication was given, however, of the phenomenon 
which we were to receive at the next experiment.

PART VII.
T e l e p l a s m ic  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  F a c e s .

Introductory remarks.—Through the preceding brief survey 
of the various developmental steps of the Elizabeth M. an,d the 
Walter-Mary M. metapsychic manifestations, we have now come
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to the peak—so far as the present developments show—of the 
laborious climb of eight years of experimentation.

And in what is this peak found to be? Much to our astonish
ment, it is the teleplasmic representation of faces of persons known 
to be deceased.

These teleplasmic faces, numbering eleven in all, have been 
received during the past seven months, from October 7th, 1928, 
to May 1st, 1929. Eight of these have been positively identified, 
and of these, seven are remarkable representations of four of the 
Elizabeth M. controls; a linking-up, as it were, or rather, an 
interlocking, of the work as a whole.

For economy of space and of the reader’s time, I shall not 
re-state the procedure followed in these experiments; this, along 
with all experimental details, is outlined in Part II. But, for fear 
of any misunderstanding, one point in the procedure I wish to 
make clear; that is the fact that during the first portion of the 
Elizabeth manifestations, which as a rule occupies about fifteen 
minutes, Mary M. ’s hands are not held. This is done at the 
instructions of the Waiter-intelligence, who insists that her 
“ power ” be thus conserved. The validity of these phenomena 
is not guaranteed by manual control alone, but rests on the seven 
following facts :—

1. —Precautionary control, i.e., before the experiment.
2. —Control of medium’s hands from beginning of the M. M. 

experiment.
3. —The examination of M. M .’s head, face, neck, etc., previous 

to manifestation.
4. —The rapidity of the flashlight.
5. —The Waiter-control’s supernormal knowledge of the 

phenomena.
6. —Internal evidence as shown in the photographs.
7. —Interlocking of these with the E. M. trance products.
The experiments which resulted in these extraordinary tele

plasmic products shall now be considered in some detail.
E x p e r i m e n t  o f  O c t o b e r  7 t h , 1 9 2 8 .

The First Face.
Following the E. M. part of the sitting, Mary M. passed 

quickly into trance. The only change from the usual procedure 
was the fact that the writer controlled the medium’s left hand.

Examination of the medium.—W alter, using the automatic 
voice, said: “ Good evening, friends. I have a request to make. 
You have the medium by the hand on both sides. Now I want 
you to pass your hand over her face; do not let go her hand.” 
The members in turn examined Mary M. ’s face, without releasing 
her hands, and all declared that they found nothing on it.

Preparation for the flash.—The control now gave further 
instructions and some intimation of the project he had in view :
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“ Do not let go hands on any account. This is a very trying 
experiment. I can’t give very much to-night as I want to use 
the ectoplasm; I want to get some photographs.” He then sug
gested that I count three when I was ready for the flash, and 
that following my count he would count to  three, the flash to be 
fired about two seconds after the last count. I agreed.

The taking of the photograph.—At 10.12 the signals were 
given as arranged. Much to my surprise the flash failed to go 
off. Using my left hand to feel the plug connections—the electrical 
fixtures being placed directly back of my chair on the wall— I 
found that one of the plugs had become disconnected; this I 
placed in position. The control said that he was “ very much 
afraid,” but that he was willing to try again. The second attempt 
was successful, the flash being fired at 10.15.

The control tells what will be on the plate.—A short interval 
after the flash, W alter was again heard: “ This has not been a 
success. I ’m sorry. W e can try again, but not to-night.” I 
then asked him to tell us what we would get on the plate. He 
replied that we would obtain a form upside down as it fell. He 
stated definitely that it was the form of a face, and intimated 
that the face should be recognised by Elizabeth.

Witnesses.—The report of the experiment on which the above 
account is based was signed by all present: W. B. Cooper, 
H. A. V. Green, Ada Turner, J. A. Hamilton, Elizabeth M., 
Lillian Hamilton, M. Hamilton (note-taker) and T. G. Hamilton.

What we found on the plate.—Unfortunately, not expecting 
to obtain anything of importance at this sitting, two cameras only 
were in readiness, one stereoscopic and one rectilinear. I im
mediately developed the latter in the presence of a member of the 
group, and a print from this negative is seen in Plate 4. This, 
it may be observed, is evidently a miniature teleplasmic face, 
showing the features of a man, but badly blurred, due, no doubt, 
to the three-minute delay in firing the flash. The form is seen 
in the act of falling, not upside down as the control said, but 
to one side. Thus it was evident that W alter possessed super
normal cognition of the facts.

The identity of the face.— I was at once struck with the 
similarity between this miniature, small and blurred as it is, and 
the features of W. T. Stead as seen in photographs taken during 
the latter years of his life. The medium, Elizabeth, also said 
that it resembled the man whom she had so often seen in her 
” pictures,” as she calls them, and who claimed to be W . T. 
Stead. The resemblance, however, need not be unduly stressed. 
The reader must judge for himself.

Note on the Stead control.—Stead was the first of the major 
Elizabeth M. intelligences to appear. His first manifestation took 
place on September 11th, 1921, by means of conversational raps.
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He represented himself then, and later, as being interested in our 
group, and that he along with others was helping our efforts “ in 
am ity.” For the next five years this personality purported to 
communicate from time to time and always through the same 
channel of raps. Then suddenly, in July, 1926, this same per
sonality claimed to  be using the E. M. trance automatisms, and 
from then on established her third trance interval.

His work, he said, had now begun. W hat it was he did not 
disclose. He began to assume the role of teacher, giving many 
and varied instructions regarding the “ w ork.” He appeared to 
be greatly interested in “ spirit ” photographs, and to this end, 
acting under this control’s guidance, several months were passed 
in experimentation in the fall of 1926. W e failed, however, the 
camera plates gave no indication of influence either from internal 
or external causes. The matter was abandoned.

As to his personal identity as established through the E.M. 
mediumship little can be said. As stated in Part I, the evidence 
offered was more as a cumulative process tending to present a 
definite type of personality through constant and consistent 
characteristics; the same hand-writing, the same mannerisms, 
the same habits of thought as expressed in the scripts. True, many 
references were made to the life of Stead as a writer and to his 
dea th ; but these are well-known and can only be considered as 
adding to the cumulative whole. Notwithstanding this lack of 
scientific mental evidence we owe much to this persistent, dominant, 
but altogether charming trance personality.

E x p e r i m e n t  o f  O c t o b e r  2 1 s t , 1 9 2 8 .

This experiment is important because of a definite statement 
made by the control, which has a distinct bearing on the next 
face phenomenon. He said: “ No picture to-night . . . good 
one the next time. I have the co-operation of our little friend 
(E. M.) ; a friend of hers will appear which will be a great proof 
to  her critical friends . . . ” W alter also suggested that in future 
I have a relay of cameras ready. This also was found to bear 
on future experiments.

E x p e r i m e n t  o f  N o v e m b e r  4 t h , 1 9 2 8 .

The second face (Plates 7 and 8.)
The regular group, three guests, and the note-taker were 

present on the above date.
Mary M. on this occasion became entranced for a short time 

during the Elizabeth manifestations, and W alter delivered a 
message which he claimed was from the E.M. controls. Follow
ing the cessation of E .M .’s trance, Mary M .’s hands were held 
by her usual controllers, Dr. J. A. Hamilton and Mr. W . B. Cooper.

Examination of Mary M .’s face.—Extract from verbatim notes, 
abridged :—
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At 9.42J W alter employs his direct voice, stuttering and speak
ing with considerable difficulty, but heard by all in the room, 
though his voice did not rise above a hoarse whisper: “  I want 
you to hold hands tight. I want the medium to stand up and 
have you pass your hands over her face. Just one hand so as 
to keep the contact unbroken. The evidence of one or two must 
be sufficient. . . . ” The voice breaks off.

At 9.44 the medium stands.
C o o p e r  : There i s  nothing whatever on her face or neck.
T. G. H. : I can feel nothing on her face or neck.
J. A. H. : No, there is nothing on her face or neck.
At 9.47 the “ psychic lantern ” glows very brightly on the 

table. . .
W a l t e r  : Does the gentleman across the table wish to examine 

the medium’s face? (referring to Mr. D. B. McDonald, whom 
W alter has invited into the circle).

D. B. Me. : There is nothing on the medium’s face or neck.
Taking the picture.—It was agreed that the signal for firing 

the flash would be the same as that employed on October 7th. 
At 9.55, W alter called out sharply: “ Ready? Have you got 
hold of hands?” W e replied that we had. W alter then gave 
the signal, using the automatic voice, and the flash was fired at 
9.554.

Walter records what will be on the plate.—A few moments 
after the photograph was taken the control asked for writing- 
material. He was given paper and pencil. Mary M. was heard 
writing. Then again the control spoke, and told us that he 
wished the paper on which he said he had written the name of the 
person whose photograph would be found on the plate, to be 
folded up, and not looked at until the print had been shown to 
Elizabeth and she had declared before witness who she thought 
it was. The paper was at once given into the custory of Dr. J. 
A. Hamilton. It is recalled to the reader’s memory that this 
took place in the darkness.

Important conversation with Walter.—Early in the sitting 
W alter had made the statement that a “ guard ” had been 
placed around to prevent “ interferences.” Someone asked a 
question regarding this guard and where it came from. W alter 
replied, and in the reply was embodied a quotation from Revela
tions, and also phrases of a religious nature. He made the claim 
that these were given to him by one John Plowman.

Procedure following the experiment.—The plate from the 
Quartz was at once developed by the writer in the presence of a 
sitter. In about one hour a print from this was sufficiently dry 
to be examined. This was first shown to Elizabeth in the 
presence of the s itte rs; she at once said that it was a photograph 
of one of her “ friends ” and that it was the man who said he
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was Spurgeon. The paper on which Mary M. had written in the 
dark while still entranced, was then examined for the first time, 
and on it was found written the name “ Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon.”

Witnesses.—The record which includes all the above details, 
is signed by the following sitters : H. A. V. Green, W . B. Cooper, 
Ada Turner, C. Alder, J. A. Hamilton, Elizabeth M., T. G. 
Hamilton, D. B. McDonald. G uests: Bessie Shand, John
McDonald, M. Hamilton, recorder.

In addition, a declaration for each person present, setting forth 
all the essential facts connected with this phenomenon, was drawn 
up by a solicitor; each declaration has been signed before a com
missioner in B. R.

The findings.—This materialization was recorded by three 
cameras, one stereoscopic, one quartz and one rectilinear. Un
fortunately the rectilinear plate (Plates 5 and 6) was scratched in 
the fixing bath, and so the left cheek and the nose of the miniature 
face was marred to some extent. All three cameras, however, 
reveal the same astounding phenomenon, a face so perfect in its 
details, showing so living a quality and resembling so amazingly 
the face of C. H. Spurgeon, that we have never ceased to regard 
it with unbounded interest and astonishment.

An interesting feature of this teleplasmic mass, from a 
biological standpoint, is that we find that the two portions, of 
teleplasm stand forward and outward like the wings of a butterfly 
when at rest, the face nestling between like the body of a butterfly. 
Examination of the wing margins shows them to possess marked 
similarity, as if they were halves of an original whole, which, 
from a central line of cleavage, had swung open laterally to  reveal 
the head within. This morphology of unfoldment would seem to 
bear a close analogy to plant life. The tiny face on close inspec
tion will be seen to have elevations resembling the normal face; 
the shadow of the nose upon the upper lip is very apparent. This 
face-form, then, stands in three dimensions, and, outwardly, at 
any rate, except in size, is like the head of a normal human being.

Two other findings relate to the mental phenomena. The name 
“ John Plowman ” was found, some time subsequent to the experi
ment to have been a pen-name used by Spurgeon in his newspaper 
articles; the quotation, which, it was claimed, one “ John 
Plowman ’’ gave, was also found to be connected with the life of 
C. H. Spurgeon; it was an excerpt from his last sermon. None 
of these facts were known to anyone present at the experiment, 
as far as we can ascertain.

Note on the Spurgeon control.—Like the Stead intelligence, 
manifestations of the entity claiming to be the late C. H. Spurgeon 
have, through the E. M. trance channels, provided evidence that 
can only be regarded as cumulative, giving the idea of a distinct
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personality, differing- from all other trance personalities, and 
differing wholly from that of the medium. This control first 
appeared in the first Elizabeth deep-trance, in April, 1923, pre
ceding- the R. L. S. control by one experiment. For nearly five 
years subsequent to  this time, the Spurgeon communicator disap
peared entirely from view. In 1928, however, this personality 
re-appeared as a control of the fourth E. M. trance interval, 
writing various short sentences, usually of a religious nature, 
and appearing also in the visions. Regarded as evidence in them
selves, these scripts are of little value. Recently, on a number 
of occasions a personality has “ come through ” (Mary M.), who 
has a very loud voice, a love for old and evangelical hymns, and 
a tremendous gift for preaching. This personality also claims 
to be Spurgeon. Stronger evidence in support of the actuality of 
the Spurgeon control lies, however, in the field of teleplasmic 
manifestations, as the still more recent experiments reveal.

PART VII.
E x p e r i m e n t  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 5 t i-i , 1 9 2 8 .

The Five Faces.
On this date, November 25th, came a metapsychic manifesta

tion as amazing as that of the 4th; the representation on one 
small teleplasmic mass, of five small faces Two of these were, 
and still are, unknown to us; one was said to be a likeness of 
our little boy, who died as a child of three, ten years previously; 
and the two remaining faces, although exceedingly small and 
incomplete, were at once recognised as unmistakably resembling
R. L. Stevenson and David Livingstone—the two Elizabeth 
controls who for so long had poured out an overwhelming- mass 
of highly complex and veridical communications.

An account of this well-nigh incredible phenomenon, and some 
account of the R. L. S. and D. L. communications, which must 
of necessity accompany it, will be reserved for presentation in 
the near future.

E x p e r i m e n t  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 3 r d , 1928.
The Two Faces (Plates 9 and 10).

For this experiment the main group was augmented by the 
inclusion of Mr. Hugh Reed and Mr. D. B. McDonald. A guest, 
Mr. Isaac Pitblado, sat within the centre of the group, directly 
in front of the medium, Mary M. He was placed in this position 
for the express purpose of examining the medium and verifying 
the manual control. Another addition to the regular technique 
of procedure was the fact that Mr. Reed had brought his own 
camera and plates.

Following the usual E. M. manifestations, Mary M. passed 
quickly into trance about 9.35.
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Examination of the medium.—Abridged excerpt from verbatim 
notes :—

At 9.40 the direct voice is heard; W alter speaks with con
siderable difficulty, softly, but distinctly: “ I see you have the 
Lord High Commissioner ” (referring to Mr. Pitblado, who, it 
will be recalled, is a K.C.). “ Good evening. You have come 
to spy over us. Well, notice that your medium’s hands are 
held.” Mr. Pitblado does so. “ There, tha t’s all right. Now, 
will you place your hand all over her face?” Mr. Pitblado does 
so. “ You are sure there is nothing on her face? Remember, 
you are on your oath.” Mr. Pitblado replied that he was sure 
there was nothing on her face. W alter thanked him and then 
a very peculiar sound was heard, a sound which we had heard 
before, like the quick intake of the breath, and the “ voice ”  was 
gone. It had lasted two minutes.

The control’s instruction.—The automatic voice was heard at 
9.44, and a few minutes later W alter gave his instructions. He 
said that after I had taken the first picture he would count twenty 
and that after he had reached “ twenty,” he would count three, 
and I was to “ go ” on three. I assured him I fully understood 
his instructions. W e decided also that the same signal—counting 
to  three, and the explosion about two seconds after—would be 
used for the first picture.

Taking the pictures.—Extract from notes :—
While we are singing the medium breathes rapidly and heavily. 

W alter cries ou t: “ One, two, th ree!” Flash fired at 9.51. 
T. G. H. and Reed prepare their cameras for a second flash while 
W alter counts slowly up to twenty. During the counting period 
medium A. (a sitter), seems to be under unusual stress. The 
twentieth count is reached and W alter says: “ Ready? One, 
two, three!” Second flash at 9.58.

Walter tells what is on the plates.—Extract from notes : —
There are two pictures, one on each plate. The second one 

is not so good. I brought it from her mouth.
The notes of this experiment, from which the above extracts are 

taken, are signed by the following: H. A. Reed, Ada Turner, 
D. B. McDonald, J. A. Plamilton, PI. A. V. Green, W. B. Cooper, 
Elizabeth, C. Alder, Lillian Hamilton, M. L. Hamilton (recorder), 
and T. G. Hamilton.

T h e  F i n d i n g s .

Immediately after the sitting, I repaired to the photograph- 
developing room, accompanied by Mr. Pitblado and Mr. Green, 
where I developed a plate from each flash. W e saw that there 
was a face on each, as the control had said. The first, we could 
clearly see, was another face of Spurgeon (Plate 9). The second, 
seen to be coming from the mouth, as the control had also stated, 
disclosed another face, which we did not know. But its identity

D
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was soon established : Mary M., on first seeing a print, was visibly 
stirred with emotion, claiming, as does her husband, his brother, 
and the brother’s wife, that it is a photograph of the face of 
Mary M .’s father (Plate 10), a man whom we never saw, who 
had never been in this country, and who, his daughter claims, 
was never photographed during life.

The Spurgeon photograph obtained at this experiment is 
worthy of special examination. It is recorded by four cameras, 
two stereoscopic, a Doppel and a Seneca Portrait. Our examina
tion will be directed towards two records in particular, the Seneca 
Portrait and the Stereoscopic.

(a) The Seneca Portrait Photograph. (Plate 9.) The sur
rounding mass of teleplasm, as usual, possesses considerable 
density as shown by the presence of shadows on the medium’s 
face behind. The shadow will be seen to correspond in silhouette 
to the marginal edge of the teleplasm. In the miniature face 
itself it is interesting to note the shadow which the nose casts 
on the upper lip, showing that this face, like that of November 4th, 
also possesses elevation.

The features of this face should also be compared with the 
previous Spurgeon face. We find beyond question the same 
features—features which are obviously so distinctive that they 
may be readily used for purposes of identification; the small, 
partly-closed eyes, the nose slightly flattened, the slightly thickened 
lower lip, and especially the patch of black hair showing im
mediately above the right ear.

(b) The Wollensak Stereoscopic Photograph. (Plate 12.) 
Fortunately, Mr. Reed’s camera was so directed that it included 
within its scope the top of the table which stood in front of the 
medium. The day following the experiment, Mr. Reed telephoned 
me to say that his camera recorded a small teleplasm lying on 
the table, and asked if mine showed the same. In the case of 
my larger cameras, I found that none of them included a view 
of table-top; but the Wollensak did, and disclosed a small 
teleplasmic form, which, on comparison, was found to be the 
same as that disclosed in Reed’s camera.

The stereoscopic examination of this plate (No. 12) is par
ticularly interesting, as it shows clearly the face surrounded by 
a shell-like mass of teleplasm, with an interval between it and 
the face proper; this outer covering being the pure white woolly 
type, while its deeper and inner surface, where it approximates 
the face, is apparently more condensed. A thin cloud of teleplasm 
is also seen to cover part of the forehead.

The little form on the table presented a conundrum ; we at 
first thought that it was a portion of teleplasm prepared, or being 
prepared for the next materialisation (Plate 10). The W alter 
control, however, objected to this surmise, and told us to keep 
our eyes open and look about us. W hat it is, is clearly apparent
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to us now, after further study of this form ; it is the part of the 
teleplasmic capsule which enclosed the miniature face, for the 
following reasons :—

1 . —The portion on the table presents a marginal contour which 
is the exact counterpart of the teleplasmic shell surrounding the 
face.

2 .  —The measurements of the two are practically the same; 
while the inner depression of the one closely corresponds to the 
width and elevation of the tiny face.

It is therefore apparent that in the development of the face- 
form, there have been some very interesting morphological 
changes, last of which was the disruption of the capsule, with the 
falling away of a portion of the outer part—that upon the table.

In the second photograph of this date (Plate 10), several 
points are worthy of note. Here again the teleplasm has cast 
shadows on the adjacent portions of the medium’s body, in exact 
correspondence with its margin. The miniature face also has its 
shadows ; under the brows, the nose, and the moustache. Beneath 
the outer angle of the medium’s left eye is to be noted a tuft 
of white substance, evidently the residue of the teleplasm present 
a few minutes previously during the materialisation of the 
Spurgeon face.

E x p e r i m e n t  o f  J a n u a r y  2 0 t h , 1 9 2 9 .

The Third Spurgeon Face.
The regular group and five visitors were present during this 

experiment, an experiment which was to contribute to our general 
knowledge of this strange substance in a most unlooked-for 
manner.

For the second time in our experiments the flash was not fired 
on W alter’s signal; although impatient and indignant, he was 
willing to try a second time. He was doubtful, he said, as to 
the result. The second attempt, which included the use of a new 
signal, that of tapping with the medium’s foot, was again a 
failure, much to the control’s extreme indignation. Waited ap
peared to be of the opinion that we had entirely lost the oppor
tunity for recording the materialisation, saying, “ I t ’s almost in. 
I t ’s almost gone into her head.” However, I flashed, and the 
result is seen on Plate 11.

The whole mass is plainly in a state of disintegration; the 
face is wrinkled from left to right downward; and the wrinkling 
involves areas such as the left frontal bone, where the tissues 
normally are supported by hard bone. In spite of this breaking- 
down process the eyes, strange to say, under magnification are 
wonderfully maintained and life-like. This incident is added proof 
of the instability of the teleplasmic substance.

Another feature of interest to be observed in this photographic 
record is the exceedingly fine black cord which comes from under
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the right neck-fold of the gown, passes across the chest, then 
over the gown on the left side and vanishes to the back of the 
medium. So far as we could ascertain there was no such cor.d 
on the medium either before or after the experiment.

The face is undoubtedly the same face as seen in Plates 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, and 12.

E x p e r i m e n t  o f  M a y  1 s t , 1 9 2 9 .

Fourth Spurgeon Face.
The examination of Mary M. took place on this occasion about 

fifteen minutes prior to the taking of the photograph seen on 
Plate 13. Her controllers, Dr. J. A. Hamilton and Mr. W . B. 
Cooper, both examined her face, neck, top of head, and breast, 
and both declared that they found nothing. This examination 
was made with the back of the controlling hand without releasing 
the hold of the medium. This back-hand method was used by 
W alter at several previous experiments where amorphous tele
plasm only was extruded.

Following the examination, W alter spoke with the direct voice 
and tried to give directions for the signal, but these I could not 
follow clearly. He then used the automatic voice, saying that he 
would give four heavy taps with Mary M. ’s foot, and that I was 
to fire on the fourth. He took no chances of being misunderstood 
this time, but gave a rehearsal of this tapping signal.

The first flash was taken at 10.6, and the second at 10.7^.
Walter discusses the photographs.—True to his custom, 

W alter told us what would be obtained. He was disappointed, he 
said; we would get a picture, but it was not as good as he 
expected. The second would show just a thread of the substance 
disappearing into her mouth. He added humorously that she 
had had her supper.

The record of this experiment was signed by all members of 
the regular group, the recorder, Mr. John McDonald, and three 
guests, Mr. W . B. Hobbes, Mr. A. C. W hittaker, and Mr. H. 
A. Reed.

T h e  F i n d i n g s .

Plate 13.—This is perhaps one of the most interesting 
materialisations we have yet photographed. In actual length it 
would measure about sixteen inches from tip to tip, while its 
width would be possibly three and one-half inches. A general 
survey shows that it is composed of several different kinds of 
teleplasm, distributed in a most peculiar manner. The lower 
two-fifths appear to be of a solid dough-like consistency extended 
out into a flat ragged ribbon-like mass, with a larger part a t the 
lower end. The ribbon is sinuous and twisted so that the lower end 
lies with what is properly its posterior surface looking forward, 
a twist occurring immediately above the lower terminal portion. 
This twist shows very beautifully in the stereoscopic views, of
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■which we have tw'o—one from the right front and one from the 
left front.

Above this, in the upper three-fifths, it is noted that there 
are three kinds of differentiation. Most abundant is the pure 
white part, like angora wool, which surrounds the face and is 
abundant also below. Then there is the thin paper-like portion 
to the left of this. This appears to be of a flat fibrous texture, 
resembling fascia; but with many lines of cleavage between the 
fibres. There are also many cross-lines of fracture, giving a 
decidedly ragged and torn appearance, but, at the same time, 
this appearance indicates a quality of stiffness and stability which 
enables it to retain its form. The uppermost portion, which 
appears to  be attached to the brow, appears also to be under 
strain as if the whole mass were in part supported from this point. 
The face, although it is not altogether cleared of its over-covering 
cloud of teleplasm, especially at the margins, is, in the central 
portion, clear and well defined. The eye shows the pupil and 
iris with a truly life-like brilliance.

Plate 14.—This, as stated above, was taken one and one-half 
minutes after Plate 13. It show's the teleplasmic residue remain
ing from the large mass as disclosed in the fourth picture of 
Spurgeon. A careful comparison of the terminal mass of this 
with the terminal mass in Plate 13 will at once make it clear that 
the two portions are in all probability the same. The point on 
the terminal mass in this picture is directed towards the medium’s 
right, whereas, in Plate 13, as the mass lay upon her breast the 
point was directed toward her left. It would appear that the 
torsion of 180 degrees along the pedicle as disclosed in Plate 13 
has been corrected on the retraction of this mass. Another 
feature of interest in this plate is an urticurial-like patch on the 
right cheek of the medium, immediately below the eye and midway 
between it and the margin of the ala of the right nostril. This 
patch seems to indicate a point of attachment of the large ecto
plasmic mass when it was present in Plate 13. It is interesting 
to note that the face disclosed in the mass in Plate 13 will be 
found to correspond very accurately in position with this urticurial 
patch.

The identity of the face is, of course, evident at once; the 
same brilliant eyes with the drooping lids; the full under-lip; the 
same nose. It is unquestionably the same face as seen in the 
three previous materialisations. When compared to the photo
graphs of C. H. Spurgeon taken during life, we find again these 
same distinctive features. However, we have observed one 
marked difference between the appearance of Spurgeon as repre
sented in his later available photographs, and that of the 
materialisation; in the first, the hair is iron-grey throughout; in 
the teleplasmic manifestation the hair is pure white, more abun
dant, and is vividly black in a small area above the rigrht ear.
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This side, showing' this area, is always presented in the teleplasmie 
representations.

Much could be said concerning the different aspects of these 
four miniature faces; one wonders why, in the first face (Plates .5, 
6, 7, 8) there should be such an astonishing- appearance of youth 
and freshness combined with the maturity of age, while little 
evidence of youth is shown in the three subsequent faces. It is 
such internal facts as these that arrest our attention, and 
stimulate us to further efforts toward elucidation.

Plate 15 is a composite which enables the reader to make 
comparison of the teleplasmie Spurgeon photographs with actual 
likenesses taken from biographies. No. 1 is from Needham’s 
“ Life and W ork of C. H. S .,” published in 1883. Nos. 2 and 3 
are from biographies published after his death.

On comparison the similarities will be apparent to any reader. 
The hair, the hair-lines, the forehead, eyebrows, fullness and form 
of eyelids and eyes, the nose in general outline, the broadened 
alse, the feature outlines of the ears, cheeks and mouth, the dark 
hair of the temples, the beard and moustache, the thickened lower 
lip, the chin, all present features of unmistakable resemblance.

While there are many observations one might make, particu
larly regarding the amazing differentiation and morphological 
changes observed in these teleplasmie phenomena, these I shall 
take the privilege of withholding until other important phenomena 
have also been reported.

In conclusion, may I say that throughout I have had but one 
objective—to lay before the reader, as simply and clearly as 
possible, all the essential facts, both subjective and those appear
ing to be wholly objective, and thus allow the reader the widest 
possible scope in forming his own opinion as to the full import 
of these phenomena.

It is true that a number of leading researchers have largely 
ignored or stifled the subjective features associated with tele- 
plasms, a procedure which was undoubtedly a wise one during the 
initial stage of establishing the reality of the phenomena; but 
surely the time has now come when we may and should examine 
them in their entirety; when we should examine the interlocking 
directing intelligence or intelligences as carefully and as fear
lessly as we do the marvels of the substance itself.

W ith this plea that we fearlessly “ follow the gleam ,” may I 
close this all too inadequate report of these strange phenomena 
which we have been privileged to witness.
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P l a t e  N o . 3 .  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 r d , 1 9 2 8 .  
Teleplasm ic cord to  ringing bell. Also teleplasm  over left Eye.
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R .R . Lens Photo of Spurgeon.
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P late  N o . 9 . D ecember 2 3 r d , 1 9 2 8 .  
Enlargem ent of Second Photo of Spurgeon. 

Seneca Portra it Lens.



P l a t e  N o . 1 0 .
Enlargem ent M edium ’s Father. 

T aken  71 m inutes after N o. 9.



P l a t e  N o . 1 1 . T h i r d  S p u r g e o n  P h o t o .
Teleplasm  in process of disintegration. Also Teleplasm ic Cord across base of neck.



P late N o . 1 2 . D ecember  2 3 r d , 1 9 2 8 .
Enlargem ent from Stereoscopic Record of Spurgeon’s Second Photo. Showing 

Fragm ent of Ectoplasm ic shell lying on table.
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P l a t e  N o . 1 5 .

Com parison of Photographic Phenom ena w ith N orm al Portra its of C. H . Spurgeon.
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CHINESE SCRIPT AND VOICES.
Since the account of M argery’s Chinese writing which appeared 

in P s y c h i c  S c i e n c e  of July, 1928, there has arisen a warm dis
cussion upon its merits. On the one side are the letters of 
Dr. Whymant, the eminent Chinese scholar, and that of Mr. R. F. 
Johnston, who writes from Government House, Weihaiwei, who 
also is evidently a finished Chinese student, both criticising the 
manner of the scrip t; and on the other, Dr. Crandon, who con
centrates upon the circumstances under which the script was 
produced.

Dr. Whymant wrote to me under date, November 11th, 1928 :—
“ I cannot help feeling that, at the moment, the only sane 

course would be to keep the two discussions separate : to get 
the best consensus of opinion possible on the Chinese script and 
its content, and leave to experienced students of psychical research 
the investigation of the real nature of the phenomena.”

This I now propose to  do.
In view of the very rare knowledge of Chinese script in England, 

it would be useless to repeat the three plates of criticism in which, 
in October, 1928, we reproduced Dr. W hym ant’s letter. Similarly, 
Mr. R. F. Johnston gives a very close analysis of the content 
of the script which we published in April, 1929, with the exception 
of three pages which, as they deal with transpositions of the letters 
in the Margery script, and agree in the main with Dr. W hym ant’s 
criticism, need not be reproduced here.

It is admitted that the script (Plate 27) is an extract from the 
Lun Yu—the Analects of Confucius. Mr. R. F. Johnston very 
ingeniously transposes some of the characters to give translations 
of the mutilated portions. Dr. Whymant gives the following 
translation (Plate 26) :—

C h i -t z u  (or I - t z u ) says : The superior man eats without seeking 
repletion and lives without seeking absolute comfort. He is 
diligent and watchful in deed and word.

Y u -t z u  said : Truth is near to righteousness as one holds fast 
to one’s word. Humility (deference) is near to  propriety, it avoids 
shame and disgrace (some muddled Chinese phrase here). Tran
quillity is of the essence of correct behaviour (ceremonial), it 
is precious, the early rulers made it their “ way ” and rendered 
it beautiful . . . .  (not clear).

C o n f u c iu s  said : He is a filial man who looks to his father’s 
will (purpose) and for three years after his father’s death does 
not depart from his sire’s practices.

T z u - C h in g  said : The Master was known for his gentle nature, 
his humility, gentleness, and politeness and we should not forsake 
his example . . . .  moreover . . . .  (not clear). The last three 
characters look like “ dead confucius.”

He adds the Note.—The writing represented is amateurish,
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i.e., it could not have been written by anyone who had to practise 
Chinese over a sufficiently lengthy period to learn the language. 
Also the text is not continuous, there are jumbled phrases here 
and there, belonging nowhere on the sheet. One or two of the 
sentences are reminiscent of the Confucian writings but do not 
seem to be word-for-word as is the case with part of No. 2 
(Plate 27 of July issue). Also in all cases the Chinese runs 
the wrong way—left to right.—(Sd.) N e v i l l e  W h y m a n t . 29.8.28.

Of Plate 27 Dr. Whymant gives the following :—
. . . .  (representing six unconnected ¡Chinese characters torn 

from context).
C o n f u c i u s  said : Is it not pleasant to study without ceasing? 

If there is a friend who comes from a distant place . . . .  
This part is jumbled, a few characters belong apparently to the 
preceding page, and the rest from the mark to the end are word 
for word opening sentences of the Lun Yii or Analects of 
Confucius. The last phrase is incomplete; it should end “ Is not 
that a great joy.”

“ Not to know men (or, not to be known of men) and yet not 
to be irritated by it, is not this the superior m an’s conduct? ”

Y u - t z u  said : That is a man indeed ! It is seldom that filial 
sons will rebel against superior authority and those who will 
not rebel cannot bring about disorder. This is the root of the 
m atter.— K ’u n g  t z u .

Now let us compare Dr. H uang’s translation of Plate 26, 
—Dr. W hym ant’s (1) :—

. . . .  The M a s t e r  said : The primary object in life of a man 
of virtue is not to be always well-fed, nor to be always com
fortably housed. He is diligent in his work and careful in his 
speech . . . .

Y u - t z e  said : Truth is akin to faithfulness, as it enables one 
to abide by one’s words ; humbleness is akin to politeness as it 
keeps one away from disgrace and shame . . . .

Y u - t z e  said : Serenity is the most valuable fruit of politeness. 
This is the most beautiful teaching of our ancient sages.

He is a filial son who studied his father’s ambitions during 
his lifetime and observes his father’s life-history after his death, 
and w7ho does not forego his father’s “ ways ” within three years 
after his death.

T s e - k in g  said : The M aster’s ways were characterised by kind
ness and gentleness, humbleness and politeness. Neither should 
our ways differ from his ways . . . .

The following is a translation of that which Margery wrote 
March 17th in bright white light (Plate 27) :—

The M a s t e r  said : Isn’t it a happy thing to have the opportunity 
to study and to revive your studies?

Isn’t it a pleasant matter to receive a call from a friend from 
afar?
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Isn’t it like a true gentleman to possess knowledge and yet 
not to be disheartened when your knowledge is not known to 
others ?

Y u - t z e  said : It is improbable to have a man who is good 
to his parents and brothers who could be disobedient to his 
superiors. It is impossible to have one who is not disobedient to 
his superiors wdio could be a disturber of the public peace . . . .

Is it not obvious that both these translations are substantially 
the same, having regard to the fact that they are the translations 
of ideograms rather than of words?

Mr. R. F. Johnston does not give a translation, but he com
ments on the five characters at the end of Plate 26. He says :—

“ In an earlier part of the letter I referred to  the fact that 
the first page of the script concludes with five characters regarding 
which my comments were postponed . . . .  The Pekingese 
transliteration of these characters is yü wei ssu K ’ung Tzu. Their 
literal meaning— strangely enough left unnoticed and untranslated 
by Dr. Huang— is “ I am not dead. K ’ung the Philosopher,” 
i.e., Confucius.”

Thenceforward Mr. Johnston seems to have been obsessed by 
the idea that the wdiole script was claimed to be by Confucius 
ipse ; and he demonstrated the impossibility that Confucius ipse 
should use such an expression. In this we may fully concur; 
though commenting on the fact that the same characters are 
to be found on Dr. Hardwicke’s plate, Fig. 29 (July issue), he 
says, “ It is not my purpose in this letter to discuss this alleged 
cross-correspondence, but if it is true that Dr. Hardwicke w'rote 
in Chinese the proverb “ A roving philosopher gathers no gold ” 
in response to a suggestion made to Margery’s control “ W alter,” 
that he should get his Chinese communicators to give through 
another medium a sort of Chinese equivalent of the English proverb 
“ A rolling stone gathers no moss,” then the case for a true 
cross-correspondence would seem to be very strong.”

This opens the question to which Dr. Crandon replies—the 
history of the mediumship, concerning which Mr. Johnston writes 
at the beginning of his letter : —

“ Perhaps I should preface my comments with the statement 
that I know nothing directly and very little indirectly about Margery 
and her mediumship, and although I am aware that there has 
been much controversy regarding the nature of this medium’s 
manifestations, I may confidently assure you that the question 
of the genuineness of her mediumship is one on which I have no 
bias either one way or the other.”

T h e  W r it i n g  o f  t h e  S c r i p t .

Referring to the Notes on Mr. R. F. Johnston’s letter of 
October 4th, published in  P s y c h ic  S c ie n c e  of April, 1 9 2 9 , the 
whole issue can be very briefly stated. It is in two parts :—
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1. —The impossibility that the writing- was done by anyone 
else than Margery.

2. —The cross-correspondence with Dr. Hardwicke.
The writers of the Notes are Dr. L. R. G. iCrandon, Dr. Mark 

W . Richardson and Mr. E. E. Dudley, who were eye-witnesses 
at the sitting of March 17th, 1928. They state th a t :—

“ Dr. Richardson had provided a pad of marked sheets of 
paper and pencil which he placed on the table. Margery sat 
straight in her chair (an unusual position for her while in her trance 
state) then disengaged her hands from those of Dr. Crandon and 
Dr. Richardson, and began to write in the upper left-hand corner 
of the sheet and working down. The movement of the pencil 
was very rapid. It was clear that the movement of the hand down 
the column was regular, that there was no hesitation and no 
interpolation. The longest time for one column was 17 seconds 
and the shortest time 12 seconds. When this sheet was filled 
it was torn off the pad and handed to Dr. Richardson, but almost 
at once, Walter, speaking in the independent voice, asked that 
it be returned for numbering. Dr. Richardson replaced it upon 
the table, and the single dash was placed in the upper left corner. 
Again M argery’s hand returned it to Dr. Richardson, but again 
W alter intervened, and asked that it be again returned as he 
wished to countersign it. It was placed on the table, and the 
date and the name “ K ’ung Tze ” were written by Margery’s 
hand which again returned the paper to Dr. Richardson. All 
these operations were carried out in the same period of red light. 
The written sheet remained in Dr. Richardson’s possession after 
the last operation. While writing in red light Margery sat bolt 
upright, body rigid, eyes tightly closed . . . .

“ As soon as Margery came out of trance at 9.53 p.m. we 
adjourned to the brightly lighted book-room two floors down and 
Margery now awake, took the same pad of paper and pencil from 
Dr. Richardson, and wrote the second page of Chinese. Each 
character was written in the order in which it appears on the 
sheet beginning at the upper left-hand corner, without hesitation 
and without interpolations . . . .  This second sheet was witnessed 
by the whole group of sixteen persons who were present and 
saw it done. ”

All Mr. R. F. Johnston’s suppositions stated on p. 43 of the 
April, 1 9 2 9  issue of P s y c h ic  S c ie n c e  are entirely inapplicable, 
and only show that he was under a total misapprehension of the 
details of the sitting.

W e have no hesitation in adding these Chinese scripts to the 
list of proven phenomena. They show that it is possible for a 
Chinese control to write intelligible Chinese symbols by the hand 
of a medium totally unacquainted with the language.

On page 49, the writers of the Notes give the account of 
Dr. Hardwicke’s sitting of March 24th. The evidential value
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of this sitting depends on the accuracy of the statement that 
“ there had been no communication between the Lime Street group 
and the Niagara Falls group.” But even if there were an error on 
this point, that would not affect the translation of the English 
proverb into the Chinese version “ A travelling agitator gathers 
no gold. ”

The point established is of such importance as regards the 
possibility of communication by Chinese controls that we make 
no apology for thus presenting an abbreviated commentary on 
what has already appeared in previous number of P sychic S cience. 
Henri Poincaré said, “ L’amas du matériel ne fait pas un édifice.” 
Not till verified phenomena are co-ordinated and classified will 
it be possible to build up a science of Metapsychics synthetically. 
Nearly all our psychical researchers are analytical and collect 
immense masses of material which are never used to build with. 
A general notion of survival has now arisen, but until it is formally 
admitted, the whole of the lesson of Metapsychics hangs fire.

T he V oice of K ’ung F u-tz e .

This differs from the script in the important particular that 
it is Confucius ipse who claims to be speaking. This cannot be 
taken as proven, there is room for other hypotheses, but the whole 
episode is much more cogent and affords much more presumptive 
evidence for the presence of some philosopher acquainted with 
the peculiarities of the Chinese language. Dr. W hym ant’s own 
account is as follows. I extract it from his own version published 
in the British Journal of Psychical Research, the official organ 
of the National Laboratory, for March-April, 1928.

“ Under the auspices of the National Laboratory of Psychical 
Research on December 20th, 1927, a lecture was delivered at 
Queen’s Gate Hall, South Kensington, by Dr. Neville Whymant. 
Mr. G. R. S. Mead (editor of The Quest) presided . . . .

“ The sittings of which he was to speak were held in New York, 
with Valiantine as the medium. They had been going on for 
months. The host and hostess were people who were definitely, 
trying by their own unaided efforts to get into touch with the 
spirit world. They believed that they were progressing towards 
an end where the intervention of the medium would be unnecessary, 
where they would be able to stand on their own feet and talk to 
people on the other side. Suddenly there came an irruption into 
this circle. Voices had come steadily in English—in dialect 
English, and in various brogues of America—when suddenly other 
voices began to come, some of them recognisablv Italian, French, 
and other European tongues, also a Portuguese voice, which was 
understood by someone who had a knowledge of Spanish, and 
gave a message the integrity of which was subsequently verified. 
Then came other sounds which none present in the circle could 
identify.
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“ By this time enough evidential matter had been obtained to give 
the seekers the conviction they wanted. They were quite sure that 
they were on the right road and all they needed was an interpreter. 
The lecturer was called in for that purpose, and a rather laborious 
attempt was made to keep his mind free from pre-conceptions. The 
only thing he was told before the first sitting took place was that he 
would be asked to talk in modern Italian, but it was added, “ There 
will be another surprise for you.” Though he was never an enemy 
of spiritualism, he had had no time for careful study of its claims. 
He prepared to enjoy himself, thinking it more or less an occasion 
for relaxation. Elaborate precautions were taken to show that 
there was no trickery. The room was barely furnished, such 
furniture as there was, was extremely heavy, or, if not heavy, 
creaked when moved; doors were locked, even the carpet was 
turned back to show that there were no trap-doors underneath. 
The precautions seemed too elaborate . . . .

Then, after more English voices, there came a weird crackling 
broken little sound, which transported Dr. W h^mant in a moment 
from that New York apartment house to China, where he had 
heard that sound before. It was the sound of a rather poor flute 
very unskilfully played. After this there came quite clear and 
distinct, a little low perhaps, the word “ Confucius ” (in Chinese), 
but there was something that struck him at once about the pro
nunciation. He had had much experience in teaching Chinese 
to foreign students, and he knew how difficult it was to teach the 
correct pronunciation of the last syllable of that name. It was 
a very elusive sound. To make that little sibilant sound with the 
tongue against the teeth was one of the great problems in learning 
Chinese. But here, in this “ voice,” was the name “ Confucius ” 
pronounced perfectly, and the tones were right, too. He began to 
converse. The Chinese which he (the lecturer) used was the 
Chinese language (for there were several Chinese languages) with 
which he was most familiar, namely, Mandarin, the official 
language. He did this not doubting for a moment that if there 
was a voice at all it would turn out to be that of somebody 
connected with Chinese studies, especially the study of Chinese 
philosophy. The idea that it might be the disembodied voice of 
Confucius himself did not occur to him. So he asked, stupidly 
enough, probably, “ W ho are you?” and for the third time the 
voice said, “ Confucius.” At that he began to be a little sarcastic, 
and said, “ Oh, well, in that case you will be able to tell me 
what was the real name of Confucius?” For “ Confucius ” was 
merely the Latinized form of “ K ’ung ”—the family name— 
“ Fu-tze,” these last being two titles, the one meaning “ master ” 
and the other “ philosopher.” The voice immediately answered, 
“ My mean name is ‘ K ’ung ’. ” He asked the voice further by 
what name he was popularly known when he was fourteen years
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of age, and the answer came, perfectly correct in intonation and 
pronunciation . . . .

The discussion with the “ voice ” then turned to the question 
of the Chinese classics, those of them which Confucius did not 
write himself, and he asked the “ voice ” to explain an error which 
existed in one passage. Before he could get the words out of his 
mouth, the “ voice ” recited not only the full enumeration of the 
passage, but the passage itself as it stood in the present standard 
edition of the works of Confucius, and afterwards recited it as it 
should be, correcting an error which had existed for 2,400 years. 
Upon this subject scholars had worked laboriously, and the piece 
of textual criticism which finally amended the error was made 
only in 1916. The lecturer read to the audience a translation of 
what he imagined was the true sense of what had been said that 
night, and said that it furnished a retort to those who said that, 
fraudulent or not, psychic sittings never yielded anything worth 
while.

“  The ‘ voice ’—he would not call it Confucius, because he was 
not even now a convinced spiritualist—began with the elaborate 
mode of greeting customary in C h ina: ‘ Greetings, O son of 
learning, and reader of strange books/ and so forth, and was 
answered in the same strain, which involved the most utter self
depreciation, such as ‘ I have thrown away two score years in 
folly, and lack understanding ’ ; and ‘ This stupid one would 
know the correct reading/ etc. The correct reading which he 
wanted was a phrase in the ‘ Shin king ’ or ‘ Classic of Poetry ’ 
assembled and edited by Confucius. The ‘ voice ’ broke in, ‘ It 
should be read in this way ’—and then followed a period of 
intoning which lasted from 2^ to 3 minutes. The ‘ voice ’ recited 
a passage as it was in the standard edition of the ‘Analects ’ 
of Confucius, and then stopped, and said, ‘ This is as it should 
be read / and gave a completely new reading from the point of 
view of sense. The ‘ voice ’ dropped, and he missed two or three 
sentences, but such replies as the following were afterwards heard 
clearly : ‘ It was a mistake of those who tried to see in darkness 
and wrote that which they did not understand/ and again, ‘ Fear 
not, there are those who love learning, and they will not let the 
treasure lie hid. ’

“ One little incident was the following :—The lecturer had had a 
long-cherished dream of being the first man to publish in English 
a grammar of the Mongolian language, and he had done so, but he 
was not proud of his achievement, owing chiefly to the small 
compass of the book under the publisher’s exigencies. He had 
therefore kept the matter hidden ; no one in the circle know that 
he was the author of a Mongolian grammar, while, as for the 
medium, he probably did not know that there was such a language 
as Mongolian, but the ‘ voice ’ made a reference to it, suggesting 
that even as he had done in Mongolian so he would do in yet
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another field, and as it happened he had been trying to solve 
problems of textual criticism in that field. At the end of the con
versation, with many more ceremonial phrases, the voice said, 
‘ Rest, my son, and do not strive too eagerly,’ and he answered,
‘ I will seek peace.’ The ‘ voice ’ finally said, ‘ I go, my son, 
but I shall return again. W ouldst thou hear the melody of 
eternity? Keep then thine ears alert.’

“ This was, as faithfully as he knew how to record it, a correct 
description of what took place at that first sitting. He was 
convinced that he was not deluded, equally sure that he was not 
drunk, and every precaution was taken to see that there was 
no trickery. Two or three facts stood out in his mind very 
definitely. In the first place, no one would choose the Chinese 
language in which to practise so prolonged a practical joke. 
After he had attended some more sittings and sent some very 
roughly written reports to his hostess, he was horrified to find 
that, without asking him at all, his hostess had sent them to be 
reproduced by photostat, and copies were circulated. He had, 
however, been very careful not to put anything down which he 
had imagined, but was not sure he had heard. He had been very 
anxious also that a native-born Chinese should be brought in, 
though it was true that no man alive to-day could speak the 
language of the time of Confucius. The net result of over 25 
years’ hard work on the part of one hundred scholars had been 
the determination of the sounds of twelve Chinese words of 
the time of Confucius. But his chief difficulty had been this : 
that as soon as the name Confucius had been grasped, the other 
members of the circle felt that they had all the evidence they 
wanted to believe that it was literally Confucius who was speak
ing. He could not appreciate that anybody would say it was 
Confucius, and let it go at that. Naturally, it seemed to his mind 
to require a great deal of proof that a voice starting off with 
the name Confucius was actually that of Confucius himself. He 
did not suspect any fraud, but it did not occur to him to identify 
the voice and the man. It was possible that a classical scholar 
might get behind the curtain and speak a language of old times, 
but when he began to reel off word after word, all with the 
proper accents and so on, it became quite a different thing, 
especially as the tests in the way of criticism which the lecturer 
had deliberately set the ‘ voice ’ had been successfully passed. 
All the time he was on the alert. He tried the voice in every 
way possible . . . .

The lecturer read a few of the records from other sittings, 
mentioning that many of the metaphors and adornments of speech 
used in the time of Confucius were used no longer in speech, 
and only rarely as adornments of literary style. On one occasion 
he was told that the “ vo ice” had been clamouring for him; 
when he put in an appearance the “ voice ” burst into speech,
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putting- aside all the polite preliminaries, and beginning-, “ The 
weed of sickness was growing beside thy door ”—which was a 
common expression in the time of Confucius. Once the lecturer 
asked the “ voice ” if Li T ’ai-po was with him, and was told 
that he was, but on inquiring further the “ voice ” criticised the 
faulty rhythm of that immortal poet. Asked, then, if there was 
jealously among the immortals, the voice replied, “ No, but there 
is sorrow that the things we did, poor and unworthy as we 
knew them to be, should be adjudged superlative by the dwellers 
on earth .” The “ voice ” on one occasion said “  good-night ” 
in English, and he understood that it had attempted to speak 
to the other members of the circle in English—rather stilted and 
pedantic English. In conclusion, the lecturer said that he had 
tried sittings elsewhere, and had had a little measure of success. 
He had certainly heard Oriental voices. It might be that his 
long association with the Orient attracted such voices. But he 
had been told in New York that this story was not his property 
—that he would be robbing posterity if he did not give this story. 
Had he been addressing a body of Orientals he could have entered 
more fully into the details of the tests, but the fact remained 
that there was something here which was not only worthy of 
but demanded investigation . . . . ”

Dr. Whymant, taking up the Chairman’s point, said that there 
was always a chance that these great ones were impersonated 
by a disciple. He also said, in reference to the Li Po incident, 
that jealousy, or at all events bitterness and depreciation of his 
colleagues during life was rather a characteristic of Confucius, 
at least during his earlier years.
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ACCUSATIONS OF FRAUD.

From time to time and at irregular intervals, there appears in the 
newspapers a demand for a thorough investigation of the supernormal 
phenomena which are at the basis of the 5,000 or so volumes in the 
library of the S .P . R. The latest of these demands is contained in 
the leader on “ Modern Witchcraft ” in Nature of February 9th last.

With reference to Telepathy, the writer says :—
“ Probably the best known trials were those undertaken with Prof. 

Gilbert Murray as percipient. One might have supposed that, with so 
distinguished a collaborator, experiments would have been devised 
which would have had at least some relation to ordinary scientific pro
cedure. Such however, was not the case.”

He calls for an examination by an expert with a “ thorough know
ledge of the art of mystification, and this implies a good acquaintance 
with those psychological factors underlying conscious and subconscious 
deception, pathological lying, false memory, number-preferences, and 
similar conditions.”

It does not seem to enter the minds of those who call for “ scientific 
examination ” that this has already been made. Is it seriously intended 
to imply that the Report of the London Dialectical Society (1870); 
the works of Sir William Crookes, F.R.S. (1874); of Dr. A. R. Wallace 
(1875-1918); of Professors Zöllner and Aksakoff (1890): of Mr. F. 
W. H . Myers (1882-1901); of Professor Hyslop (1905) ; of Professor 
E. Boirac (1907); of Sir Wm. Barrett, F.R.S. (1908-1927); of Sir 
Oliver Lodge, F.R.S. (1909-1929); of Dr. Geley (1897-1925); of 
Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing (1910-1928); of Professor C. Richet 
(1892-1929) ; of Dr. E. Osty (1919-1929), are “ unscientific ” ? To 
imagine that all these men, who have experimented for years before 
setting pen to paper, are deluded, is barely sane. To imagine them 
fraudulent is to make oneself ridiculous. The dates above-mentioned 
are merely approximate to show the continuous development of the 
subject, from first inquiries to the present day, or in the cases of 
Myers, Sir Wm. Barrett, Dr. Geley, and Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing 
to their deaths.

Is it necessary to go to Professor Gilbert Murray’s elementary 
experiments and to the symposia of the daily papers, as if these were 
the only data available ?

The first thing to verify is whether the phenomena are real in the 
ordinary scientific sense. This is fully established by the volume of 
the investigations. Professor Richet, who is not a spiritualist, lays 
down in his Treatise on Metaphysics, the three fundamental bases 
of the new science—the reality of Telekinesis, of Ectoplasm, and of 
Supernormal Cognition, supporting these by experimental demon
strations which leave no room for any mystification or other psycholo
gical factors.

Dr. A. R. Wallace, once he had perceived the reality of the pheno
mena and had been “ convinced by the weight of the facts,” saw that
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they constitute a new factor in Evolution. In his World of Life, he 
drew the necessary inference—that Adaptation and Selection are 
secondary factors, the primary factor being psychic—the action of the 
Cosmic Mind which pervades all Nature. Is this “ unscientific ” ? 
Sir Oliver Lodge has declared in no uncertain words, his conviction 
that the phenomena indicate a real mental transference of thought 
which can be accounted for only by the theory of survival. Is this 
“ unscientific ” ? If so, why ?

Sir William Barrett and Mr. Besterman in their very complete 
work on Dowsing (published last year) say “ it is idle to pretend that 
unconscious muscular action in itself is a complete explanation ” 
and they go on to state that Professor Richet’s Cryptesthesia is pre
requisite to the moving of the rod. This cryptesthesia is supposed 
to be a sixth sense—sensitiveness to vibrations that do not affect 
the normal senses. But it is much more than this. It can reproduce 
the remote past and can even dive into the future. In June-July, 1914, 
a young lady of Athens under medical hypnotic treatment prophesied 
the Great War “ in about two months ” and gave twenty-one predic
tions of its course and results, including the victory of the Entente, 
the neutrality of Italy up to a certain point, the battle of the Vardar, 
the German Republic, and the ascendency of England at the Peace 
Conference. These were published in the Athens newspapers in 
August, 1914. They are on file at the Paris Institute, and were reprinted 
in Light, February 27th, 1926.

The best, if not the best known, examples of lucidity (telepathy) 
are the experiments with Mr. Ossowiecki, given in Geley’s Clairvoy
ance and Materialisation, published in 1927 (Benn & Co.).

The second part of this book gives the proofs of ectoplasmic 
materialisation, made in the Paris laboratory under the strictest condi
tions that scientific thought can devise. The thin paraffin “ gloves ” 
on which reliance is placed, were made from a tinted and chemically 
tested admixture of cholesterin with the wax under the eyes of 
Professor Richet and Dr. Geley.

Dr. Maxwell, of Bordeaux, at the Metapsychic Congress of October,
1927, said :—

“ Metapsychics shows us life under the form of a formative energy 
working in plastic matter which itself does not evolve. Life directs 
evolution by becoming individualised. It is a continuous phenomenon. 
We return to the concept of an immortal soul, to a permanent principle 
of unity, and to a quantitative and qualitative synthesis. This concept 
restores to morality its solid basis by proving the inanity of materialism, 
which can no longer claim any scientific foundation.”

I have recently published in the Scatcherd Memorial Lecture for
1928, * a resumé in simple language of the scientific view of the universe 
from the nebula of hydrogen to these modern days, which shows a

* T h is  c a n  b e  p r o c u r e d  f r o m  t h e  P s y c h ic  B o o k s h o p , o r  f r o m  t h e  L .S .A . ,  
o r  th e  P s y c h ic  C o lle g e , o r  f ro m  m y s e lf  (1 3 , H ig h  P a r k  G a r d e n s ,  K e w , S u r r e y ) ,  
f o r  o n e  s h i l l in g , p o s t  f re e .

E
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consistent view of the forces at work ; forces which differ from those 
of the normal sciences in that they take account of the action of Mind, 
which the normal sciences do not.

That there has been a certain amount of gross fraud deliberately 
practised among popular ” mediums, especially in America, may be 
freely admitted, though its extent may be, and often is, exaggerated by 
those who accept an accusation, but not its rebutm ent; but this is not 
the case with the mediums employed by Dr. Geley and Dr. Osty, and 
the better class of mediums in England. In all the experiments of the 
French I. M. I., fraud was made so physically impossible that the 
accusations have been given up or have been transferred to the 
experimenters themselves (!).

Unconscious “ fraud ” is another matter. It affects nearly all 
mental experiments. “ Fraud ” is a misnomer in this case, for it does 
not touch the consciousness of the medium, but depends on the inter
action between the normal and supernormal faculties. It is an intricate 
subject which gives rise to many hasty and injudicious disputes.

The latest of these are the attacks on Valiantine from Berlin and 
Genoa. The German dispute has been freely ventilated in recent issues 
of Light. These we do not propose to touch upon. The Genoa accusa
tion stands on a somewhat different footing as we have given, in recent 
issues of Psychic Science, Signor Bozzano’s long accounts of the Cen- 
turione sittings. Mr. Dennis Bradley writes to us that :—

“ Before Signor Rossi left me he told me that they did not desire 
to have anything published in Italy in regard to this affair, and hoped 
that nothing would be published in England. I informed him at once 
that I should publish the whole of the facts of the case.

“ Mrs. Kelly Hack states that she neither saw nor heard anything 
wrong. She was seated at the right of Valiantine during the whole time, 
and did not feel or hear any movement of his chair at any time. She 
was present at several of the sittings, and had recorded most of the 
incidents in order to publish them in a book. She has however, been 
forbidden by the Marquis Centurione to record the events which took 
place at this Valiantine sitting, and also forbidden to publish her records 
of the successful and controlled seances.

“ She has since written to me that as in her opinion nothing would 
be published in Italy in regard to Mr. Rossi’s allegation of fraud 
against Valiantine, it would perhaps be better not to make the matter 
public. I however, believe in absolute truth in psychical research, and 
in the clear and open statement of facts.”

The only basis for Mr. Rossi’s allegations, rests according to his 
own evidence, upon his one statement that he touched Valiantine’s 
shoulder some eighteen inches away from the back of his chair.

Mr. Dennis Bradley continues :—
“ There is one aspect of the situation, which, when considered is 

truly Gilbertian. The Marquis Centurione, Signor and Madame 
Rossi, unknown before to me or to Valiantine, visit me in England in 
1927. The Marquis, to his astonishment, speaks to his son in Italian.
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The Marquis and Madame Rossi then develop ‘ voice mediumship ’ 
entirely from and because of, their meeting and initiation with Valian- 
tine. Valiantine then in 1929 visits them in Italy, and is accused of 
being a fraud.”

We have given space to this matter at the request of Mr. Dennis 
Bradley. The seance in question has not appeared in Psychic Science, 
nor has it any direct connection with Signor Bozzano’s reports.

In his Reminiscences of Fifty Years—Proc. S .R . P., Vol. xxxiv, 
1924, Sir William Barrett wrote : “ We shall never arrive at any know
ledge of the conditions requisite for these and other marvellous psychic 
phenomena until hostile incredulity becomes no longer possible.”

In the present state of knowledge it is easy to make fraudulent 
imitation of major phenomena impossible. “ Hence the inference, 
which is axiomatic for all who understand these matters—When a 
medium tricks, the experimenters are responsible.” (Dr. Geley, Clair
voyance and Materialisation, p. 21). He continues : “ Many observers 
reverse the first rule of justice and place the burden of proof not on the 
accuser but on the accused.

“ 111 will and ineptitude have free course, and an honest medium is 
disgraced without scruple on the slightest suspicion. Mere suspicion 
stands in place of proof. Nine-tenths of the accusations against mediums 
made not only by opponents, but by students themselves, involve this 
sophistry ; and then they are astonished that they find it difficult to get 
mediums ! I repeat, conscious fraud is always due to the negligence or 
incompetence of the experimenters ; and unconscious fraud is not 
1 fraud ’ at all ; it must be guarded against by the experimenters 
themselves.”
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HUMAN RADIO ACTIVITY.

By the H o n . P rincipal of the C ollege.

A member has brought to my notice in the June, 1929, Journal of 
the S .P .R ., a brief criticism of the article in “ Psychic Science” 
for April, 1929, entitled “ Human Radio-activity.” The point is 
raised as to whether the results on photographic plates held between 
the hands of two College students may not have resulted from the 
light proof envelopes in which they were sealed (two and even three 
in some cases), not being opaque in all places. “ Such effects as were 
observed,” says the reviewer, “ could undoubtedly be produced by 
small rays of light filtering through on to the plates.” The reviewer 
does not say that experiments have been made at the S .P .R ., to 
prove whether light leakage could produce such results under the 
conditions stated, but bases the view on an article by M. Sudre of 
Paris, in the American Journal “ Psychic Research ” for March, 1929. 
In this article, which I have read, M. Sudre describes an experiment 
with a “ magnetiser,” Joanny Gaillard, of Lyons, designed to prove 
whether the “ fluid ” said to be possessed by M. Gaillard would 
influence a photographic plate held between the hands. Pie and 
another person, not supposed to possess any magnetising force, each 
held his hand for half an hour over separate plates in a dark room. 
“ The results were superb. Development revealed very clear marks 
on each plate, but what was most disconcerting, these marks in the case 
of the check subject were very much brighter than in the case of Gail
lard . The observed effects were eventually traced to a leakage of light 
in a slightly defective window, inasmuch as Gaillard was further from 
this source of light leakage, his ‘ fluid image ’ photographically reversed 
like the other was considerably feebler.” So runs the story, one experi
ment, and the result was an outline of the hand, held over the bare 
plate, picked out by the rays of light falling upon it.

There is no comparison with the report presented from the College. 
Experiments with the two sisters have now numbered twenty-four, 
and out of these, eleven images have been secured under exactly 
the same conditions of packing and sealing of the plate in light proof 
envelopes, and of holding between the hands in a red light for an hour 
and a half. One or two other results seemed to fade out during develop
ment. Nothing happens unless both sisters are present, and the con
junction of certain other persons seems to assist results.

Various experiments have been made at the College to test results 
of light leakage, but all that has been obtained is evidence of such 
leakage on the plate, but no image of any kind such as shown in our 
pages. Readers may refer to the article again and note how very 
clearly placed the images are in the centre of the plate, leakage of light 
usually shows at the edges, also that while two or three of the images 
resemble each other, others present a totally different appearance. 
The illustrations in this article are the result of continued experiments
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with the same mediumistic subjects, and show a wide variety of image. 
There is no fault in development, everything is scrupulously exact in 
this respect under the experienced care of Major C. H. Mowbray.

A member of the group who sat next to one of the sisters during 
the early experiments, and was believed to give force, could not attend 
the class last term, while the sitter next to the other sister remained 
the same. A new student who was thought to have some force, replaced 
the loss, but for six weeks no result was obtained. Then a change was 
made, a Miss C. who possesses considerable mediumistic power was 
asked to occupy the place. On the first evening she experienced great 
disturbance and a total loss of her own psychic manifestation, but was 
urged to continue. Fig. 1 was obtained on June 24th, and on July 15th, 
Fig. 2, totally different appearances, probably with her psychic assist
ance. The astronomical effects, Figs. 3 and 4 were obtained last Febru
ary with the group associated with the results which appeared in the 
April issue.

Major Mowbray has during the last term also conducted a series of 
private sittings with the two sisters holding the plates, followed by 
their exposing in the camera, but without any result, though some of 
the first results obtained by them some years ago were obtained with 
the use of the camera. They had never held plates between the hands 
previous to the College experiments.

Experiments with other subjects will be made next term under the 
same careful conditions, and we shall welcome reports of trials by 
others which may throw light upon the process.

B u d s  a n d  b lo s s o m s — a n d  f r u i t s  a t  la s t .
W in t e r  c o m e s , th e y  a r e  p e r is h e d  a n d  p a s t ,
S o m e  u n t im e ly ,  a n d  so m e  fu ll r ip e ,
B u t  a lw a y s  a b id e s  th e  p e r fe c t  ty p e .
F o r  e v e r  th e  I m a g e  l iv e s  a n d  r e ig n s —
T h e  r o s e s  p a s s ,  b u t  th e  R o s e  r e m a in s .

B a b e  a n d  s t r ip l in g — a n d  m a n , a t  l a s t  
G o  f ro m  o u r  g a z e  w h e n  th e i r  h o u r  is  p a s t ;
L e a v e s  o r  l iv e s  th e y  m u s t  w i th e r  a n d  fa ll 
B u t  th e  S o u l i t  h o ld e th  th e m  a ll  in  a ll.
N o th in g  i t  r e c k s  o f  T im e  o r  T id e —
T h e  fo rm s  m a y  p e r is h — th e  s o u l s  a b id e .

D avid Go w . “  F o u r  M ile s  f ro m  a n y  T o w n .”
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THE NEW  QUARTERS AT 15, QUEEN’S GATE,
S .W .l .

Having, as Chairman, taken an active part in the proceedings 
I have been asked to give a short account of the removal of 
the British College of Psychic Science from Holland Park to 
15, Queen’s Gate.

For two years or more the Council has been considering the 
advisability of a move, the chief stumbling block to its accom
plishment being the difficulty of finding a building suitable for 
the purpose. It seemed desirable to move nearer to  the centre 
of London, but every effort to find exactly what was required, 
in such a situation, proved vain. For one reason or another every 
attempt to start negotiations fell through.

A member of the Council received a communication through 
Mrs. G arrett’s control “ Uvani ” to the effect that a deep interest 
in the welfare of the College was being taken by those on “ the 
other side,” that the pioneers of past years were interested in 
its success and were helping to put it through ; that the move 
would certainly take place but that it would be about two years 
before suitable premises would be found. That was in 1927.

At the beginning of 1929 affairs at the College were becoming 
difficult. Not only had we failed to find premises, but a larger 
membership was urgently needed and it became evident it was 
quite impossible to keep things going at 59, Holland Park. It 
almost looked as though our friends on the other side were going 
to fail us, and the Council decided to vacate the Holland Park 
house and look for a flat of offices where things could be just 
kept going, in the hope of further developments.

Early in June of this year three of the Council met, and at 
the suggestions of Major Mowbray went to H arrod’s Estate 
department to enquire if anything of the kind could be got. W e 
explained our requirements—and were on the spot handed an 
offer of premises that appeared to be ideal. Accommodation ample, 
situation leaving nothing to be desired, and the financial side 
of it more favourable than we could possibly have hoped for. 
W e neither looked at, nor enquired for anything further.

No. 15 is near the top of Queen’s Gate, and a few minutes 
walk from the Albert Flail. From there onward the progress 
of the negotiations became a sort of fairy tale. Anyone who has 
ever sought premises for anything to do with psychic research, 
knows something of the obstacles likely to be met with. The 
number of “ consents ” to the premises being used for our 
purposes, was formidable enough to make any heart quail and 
when, the following morning I was rung up by the estate office 
and told the first consent had been obtained but that I must
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make a “ firm offer ” on the nail. I did so there and then in 
the firm assurance the Council would back it up.

If we had called at Harrods twenty-four hours earlier, owing 
to circumstances connected with one of the lease holders they 
could not have offered us the lease of the house; if we had 
called four and twenty hours later it would already have been 
in the hands of some speculator !

There were still three “ consents ” to be obtained, the most 
serious being that of the ground landlord, with whose lawyers 
we were warned we might have some trouble, as they might 
reasonably object to the house being used for non-residential 
purposes. Refusal from this quarter would definitely bring our 
house of cards toppling down. In fear and trembling I listened 
while they were rung up to be sounded on the subject. This 
would quite possibly be the rock on which we should founder.

Our invisible helpers must have smiled—for the owner of the 
house turned out to be the son of an old family friend, to whom 
I was able to write and enlist his kind help successfully.

Every obstacle had been cleared away as if by magic.
W e have our new premises just within the two years as we 

were promised, a further proof of the help guidance given by 
those who have attained to a wider field of vision, in our under
takings here. W ith such a force behind it the British College 
is starting in its new premises with every hope of increased activity 
and extended power for good. The necessary alterations to which 
Mr. Austen Hall has so kindly given his time and attention have 
been carried out and the Council cordially invites all members 
to  personally inspect the new house.

From the first suggestion of a move to its fulfilment at 
15, Queen’s Gate, the greatest sympathy was shown by both 
Mr. and Mrs. Hewat McKenzie, and assistance or advice given 
to the Council whenever requested and we hope Mrs. McKenzie’s 
invaluable services as Hon. Principal will continue to be the 
mainstay of the British College for many years to come.

R ose C h . de C respigny .
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
W o rk  b eg an  a t  15, Q u e e n ’s G a te  on S ep tem b er 2nd, a n d  v isito rs 

w ith  o n e  acco rd  expressed  th e ir  ap proval o f th e  new  h o m e  of th e  
C ollege. T h a t  i t  m ay  be th e  cen tre  of g re a t  w o rk  is th e  e a rn e s t  desire  
of a ll th e  C ouncil m em b ers , w ho  are  responsib le  fo r th e  a ffa irs  o f th e  
C ollege. M rs. C h am p io n  de C resp igny , o u r C h a irm a n , h a s  been  th e  
m ov in g  sp ir it, a n d  h a s  th e  g re a te s t  fa ith  th a t  th e  n ew  v e n tu re  w ill 
m a rk  a  new  e ra  in  th e  g ro w th  of P sych ic  Science.

H o n o u rs  fa ll th ick ly  upon he r, a n d  w e c o n g ra tu la te  h e r  on h e r 
new  a p p o in tm en t a s  V ice-P resid en t of th e  In s t i tu te  of W om en 
Jo u rn a lis ts , in  w h ich  sh e  is ag a in  called  to exerc ise  an  im p o rta n t 
influence on lite ra ry  m a tte rs .

* * * * * *

M r. H o ra c e  L eaf, o n e  of th e  w orld  m issio n arie s  of P sych ic  Science, 
is a g a in  in  th e  U n ited  S t a te s ; ap p rec ia tio n  of h is  serv ices la s t y ea r 
have  led  to  th is  new  v isit, w h ich  is to e x ten d  to  C a lifo rn ia , C a n ad a , 
a n d  even th e  W e s t In d ies  on  th e  re tu rn  jo u rn ey . M r. L e a f ’s p re sen ta 
tion  of th e  su b jec t is  m a n y  sided, h e  is eq u ally  a t  h o m e w ith  an  
au d ien ce  w hich  w ish es fo r th e  scientific  a sp ec t, th e  psycholog ical, th e  
sp ir itu a lis tic , o r th e  fo lk  lore connections, a n d  leaves w ith  a ll an  
im pression  of sin cerity  w hich  tells. A h ea le r, a  c la irv o y an t a n d  a 
p sy ch o m etris t h im self, h e  m ay  be sa id  to  h a v e  a s  m an y  s tr in g s  to  his 
bow  as  one can  w ell c a r r y ; m ay  h is a rro w s on o u r b eh a lf find th e ir  
m a rk  in h is  long  jo u rn ey .

* * * * * *

“  M odern  P sych ic  M ysteries, M ille sim o ,”  th e  acco u n t of th e  
C e n tu rio n e  “  V oice ”  m ed iu m sh ip  in G enoa, rep o rted  in p rev ious issues 
of P sychic Science, is to  be published  th is  a u tu m n  by M essrs. R ider. 
M rs. G. K elley  H a c k , th e  a u th o r , is to be co n g ra tu la ted  on  g e ttin g  th is  
m a t te r  in to  book  form . I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  P ro fe sso r B ozzano h a s  w ritte n  
a  fine p reface , a n d  it  w ill a d d  to th e  very  scan ty  n u m b er o f books w hich  
d ea l d irec tly  w ith  “  voice ”  p h enom ena.

* * * * * *

M rs. H a c k  sh a red  in  G enoa  in th e  recen t voice s it tin g s  w ith  G eorge  
V a lia n tin e , w ho  w as  k in d ly  accom pan ied  th e re  by M rs. D en n is  B radley. 
U n ited  s it tin g s  w ith  m em b ers of th e  C en tu rio n e  g ro u p  w ere  u n d e rta k e n , 
so m e  u n d e r very  s tr ic t  con tro lled  conditions, so fa r  u n rep o rted  un less 
in a  g en era l w ay , b u t  I u n d e rs ta n d  very  sa tis fac to ry . O th e rs  follow ed 
in  w h ich  a new  e lem en t a ro se  w hich  h a s  been th e  cau se  of m u ch  
an n o y an ce  to  th e  m ed iu m  a n d  to M r. a n d  M rs. B radley . T h ese  w ere  
fo llow ed hap p ily  by  a  succession  of fine s ittin g s  w ith  V a lia n tin e  a t  th e  
hom e of S ig n o r B on, in V enice , w ho  h a d  experienced  h is w o rk  in 
N ew  Y o rk . T h ese  w ere  h a rm o n io u s, a n d  m an y  conv inc ing  tes ts  w ere  
secu red  a n d  voices h e a rd  sp e a k in g  in d ifferen t recogn ised  I ta lia n  d ia lects. 
M ed ium sh ip  is th e  m o st d e licate  th in g  u n d e r  th e  h eavens, so sure ly , b u t 
a lm o s t unperceived , does it reflect th e  sp ir it  of th e  g ro u p  of s itte rs  w ho 
su rro u n d  th e  m ed iu m . If  h e  is a  good m ed iu m  h e  w ill a ll th e  m o re  
qu ick ly  re g is te r  th e  v a ria tio n s  in  th o u g h t a n d  be d is tu rb ed  by th em . 
M rs. H a c k  w a s  p re sen t a t  th is  V enice series, an d  sp eak s  m o st h igh ly
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of th e  re su lts . In te re s tin g  cross-correspondence te s ts  w ere  in s titu ted  
be tw een  th e  C ran d o n  c irc le  in B oston  a n d  th e  V a lia n tin e  circle  in 
V enice, a n d  som e ex ce llen t re su lts  ob ta ined , b u t  fo r a  fu ll acco u n t of 
th ese , w e  m u s t  w a it.

S ig n o r B on, in “  L u ce  e O m b ra ,”  pub lishes h is  re p o rt of th e  “ voice”  
s ittin g s , a n d  w e t ru s t  th a t  these  w ill com p en sa te  M r. a n d  M rs. D en n is  
B rad ley  in  som e m ea su re  fo r th e  an n o y an ce  experienced  in  B erlin  and  
G enoa. M any  dep lore  th ese  differences of op in ion , b u t i t  is w ell to  
rem em b er th a t  w e a re  en g ag ed  in  a  very  s te rn  f ig h t fo r th e  rea lity  
of little -u n d ers to o d  fac ts . T oo  o ften  these  fac ts  h av e  been  w an to n ly  
a tta ck e d , a n d  it  is u se fu l to  have  in  ou r ra n k s  n o t only th e  academ ic 
observer, b u t also  th e  f ig h te r  w h o  will no t a llow  his t ru th  to be 
tram p led  u p o n ; of such, is M r. D en n is  B rad ley .

* * * * * *

In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re sse s on psychic m a tte rs  com e w ith  u n fa ilin g  
re g u la rity , sh o w in g  th a t  th e  w hole su b jec t is becom ing  m u ch  b e tte r  
o rgan ised .

T h e  n e x t In te rn a tio n a l P sy ch ica l R esearch  C o n g ress  w ill be held 
in  A thens in A pril, 1930, fo llow ing  th o se  of C o p en h ag en , W a rsa w  and  
P a ris . A t th is  e arly  s ta g e  of in te rn a tio n a l d iscussion , i t  w ould  have  
a p p ea red  w ise r to h av e  held  th e  C o n g ress in  a  m ore  c en tra l c ity  in 
o rd e r to h av e  a s  la rg e  a n  a tte n d a n c e  a s  possible, a n d  m an y  w ill re g re t 
th e  d is tan ce  fro m  A m erica  an d  G re a t B rita in , w h e re  th e re  is so m uch  
in te re s t a n d  activ ity . P a p e rs  fo r d iscussion  a re  be ing  in v ited  from  m any  
in v es tig a to rs  in d iffe ren t countries .

In  unex p ec ted  p laces, no tes in te re s tin g  to  psych ic  s tu d e n ts  ap p ear. 
In  “  T h e  S to ry  of S a n  M ich ele ,”  by  D r. A lex M u n th e , w ho  w a s  a  
s tu d e n t of th e  S a lp e trie re  a n d  of N ancy , a n d  becam e a very  p o p u lar 
m edical psycho log ist in  P a r is  a n d  R om e, a n d  m ate ria lise d  a d re a m  
vision by reb u ild in g  th e  v illa  of th e  E m p e ro r T ib e riu s  in  C a p ri, we 
find th e  fo llow ing  f r a g m e n t :—

“ O n e  d ay  a  no ted  docto r in R om e se n t m e a  rap id ly -scribb led  no te  
a sk in g  m e to com e a t  once to  th e  h o te l fo r a  co n su lta tio n . H e  to ld  m e 
in a  few  rap id  w ords th a t  a  p a tie n t h a d  been u n d e r h is c a re  fo r som e 
w e e k s ; h a d  a t  first m uch  benefited  by h is  t re a tm e n t, b u t th ese  la s t  few  
d ay s th e re  h a d  been a  ch an g e  fo r th e  w orse , th e  action  of th e  h e a r t  
w as  u n sa tis fac to ry , he  w ould  like  to  hav e  m y op inion. Ju d g e  of my 
su rp r ise  w h en  I recogn ised  in  his p a tie n t a  m an  I h a d  loved a n d  adm ired  
fo r y ears , a s  did everybody else w ho h a d  ever m et h im , F red e ric  M yers, 
th e  a u th o r  o f “  H u m a n  P e rso n a lity  a n d  its  S u rv iv a l a f te r  D e a th .”  
H is  b re a th in g  w as superfic ia l a n d  very difficult, only h is w o n d erfu l eyes 
w ere  th e  sam e. H e  g av e  m e  h is h a n d  an d  sa id  h e  w as g la d  I h ad  
com e a t  la s t, h e  h ad  been lo n g in g  fo r m y re tu rn . H e  rem in d ed  m e 
of o u r la s t m ee tin g  in L ondon , w hen  I h a d  d in ed  w ith  h im  a t  th e
S .P .R .,  h ow  w e h ad  been s ittin g  up th e  w hole  n ig h t ta lk in g  ab o u t 
d ea th  a n d  th e  h e rea fte r . As w e w ere  sp eak in g , P ro fesso r W illiam  
Ja m es , th e  fam o u s ph ilosopher, one  of h is n e a re s t  friends, en te red  the  
room . W illia m  Ja m e s  told m e of the  so lem n p ac t betw een  h im  an d  
h is frien d  th a t  w hichever o f th em  w as to d ie  first sho u ld  send  a  m essag e  
to th e  o th e r  a s  h e  passed  over in to  th e  u n k n o w n — th ey  bo th  believed 
in th e  possib ility  o f su ch  a  co m m unica tion . H e w as  so overcom e w ith  
g rie f  th a t  he  could no t e n te r  th e  room , h e  sa n k  dow n on a c h a ir  by
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th e  open door, h is  no tebook  on  h is  knees , pen  in  h a n d , read y  to tak e  
dow n  th e  m essag e  w ith  h is u su a l m ethod ica l ex ac titu d e .

“  T h e  dy in g  m a n  ask ed  to  sp e a k  to m e. H is  eyes w ere  calm  and 
serene. ‘ I k n o w  I a m  go in g  to d ie ,’ he  sa id , ‘ I k n o w  you a re  go ing  
to h e lp  m e. I s  i t  to -day , is i t  to -m o rro w ? ’ ‘ T o -d a y .’ ‘ I a m  g lad , 
1 a m  ready . I hav e  no  fear. I a m  go ing  to k n o w  a t  la s t. T e ll W illiam  
Ja m es , te ll h im  . . . D o  you h e a r  m e ,’ I sa id , ‘ do you s u f fe r? ’ 
‘ N o, I a m  very  tire d  an d  very  h a p p y .’ T h ese  w ere  h is  la s t  w ords. 
W h en  I w e n t a w ay  W illia m  Ja m e s  w a s  still s ittin g  lea n in g  b ack  in 
his c h a ir , h is  h a n d s  over h is  face, h is open no te-book  on h is knees. 
T h e  p ag e  w as b la n k .”

* * * * * *

W ith  th e  p a ss in g  of E d w a rd  C a rp e n te r  th is  su m m er a t  h is hom e 
in  G u ild fo rd , th e re  goes fro m  physical k e n  one  of th e  g re a t  souls of 
E n g la n d . P u rs u in g  h is  v ision  in q u ie tn ess , send ing  fo rth  h is  w ritin g s  
a n d  calls to  sp ir itu a l m an h o o d  a n d  w om an h o o d  only to  be  neglected 
b u t  by th e  few  in  w h o se  h e a r ts  a n d  lives he  lives, h e  w a s  a  sp iritu a l 
sav io u s in  a  m a te ria lis tic  g e n era tio n . T h e  call of “  E n g la n d  A rise ,”  
w ill o n e  d ay  be  responded  to , fo r fro m  th e  U n seen  h is w o rk  w ill go 
on asso c ia ted  w ith  th e  g re a t  sou ls w ho w ere  h is  ow n life ’s in sp irers . 

■ * ■ * * *  * *

“  T h e  S u rv iva l L e a g u e ,”  th e  in sp ira tio n  of M rs. D aw so n  Scott, 
a u th o r  o f “  Is  I t  W ils o n ? ”  to ho ld  a n  a n n u a l m ee tin g  to  b rin g  to g e th e r 
on  th e  sam e  public  p la tfo rm  m an y  ind iv iduals an d  societies s ta n d in g  
fo r th e  com m on belief in su rv iv a l, holds its  first m ee tin g  in  th e  Q u e e n ’s 
H a ll on  S un d ay , O c to b er 13th , a t  7 p .m . A la rg e  au d ience  is expected , 
a n d  m an y  re p re se n ta tiv e  sp e a k e rs  an d  o th e rs  w ill g race  th e  p la tfo rm . 
E v ery  public  e ffo rt of th is  k in d  w in s new  h e a re rs , a n d  it deserves 
sp lend id  support.

A m ong new  d e m o n s tra to rs  a t  th e  C ollege in  O c to b er is M adam e 
L o tte  P la a t,  of O ld en b erg , G e rm an y , w hom  w e t ru s t  m an y  of o u r 
re ad e rs  w ill see w h en  in L ondon . She is an  accom plished  psycho- 
m e tr is t  of a  h ig h  o rder. H e r  g if t h a s  been ex am in ed  by  a  C o m m ittee  
w h ich  includes som e of th e  ab le s t n a m e s in G e rm an  psychology, an d  
th ey  h av e  a ll been deeply in te re s ted  in  th e  s ix th  sen se  M de. P la a t  
possesses. An acco u n t of re sea rc h  w o rk  w ith  h e r h a s  been  published  
in a  boo k  com piled by P ro f. S iin n er, of Leipzig , w ho  sp eak s  o f excellen t 
w o rk  done fo r th e  a u th o ritie s  o f th e  law , as w ell as for p riv a te  
ind iv iduals , M rs. P la a t  will w o rk  in  g ro u p s and  w ith  in d iv iduals d u rin g  
O c to b er a t  15, Q u e e n ’s G a te , an d  w e t ru s t  she w ill be k e p t very busy.
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BOOK REVIEW S.
L eonard and Soulf. Experiments in  Psychical R esearch. Also with 

Sanders, Brittain, Peters and D owden.
By Lydia W . Allison.

Supp. m aterial and notes by T h e  Research Officer of the  Boston S.P .R . (U .S.A .) 
Published February , 1929, at Boston, S .P .R ., 346, Beacon S treet, Boston,

M ass., U .S.A .
{Second notice.)

M rs. Allison, whose research w ork in  Psychic Research over a period of 
years is recorded in the  first pa rt of th is volum e, is an Am erican citizen, who, 
at the death  o f her husband , set about th e  great quest. D r. Allison had more 
th an  a passing interest in the  subject before his decease, b u t his wife had not 
entered into th e  study. O n o ther m atters they  were great chum s, th e  doctor, 
a m an of abundant personality, keeping, in spite o f his m id  years, som ething 
of boyishness and freshness, w hich entered  into all his work and interests, 
a feature often em phasised in  the  various sittings subsequently  undertaken by 
his wife. M rs. Allison was a m em ber o f the  N ew  York S .P .R ., and was possessed 
w ith  a due sense of the  im portance of the  quest. She was quite unknow n in 
England w hen she arrived in  1922. A few previous sittings in  Boston and New 
York w ith M rs. Soule and M rs. Sanders had only touched the  fringe of com 
m unication, bu t had stim ulated her m ind as to fu rther possibilities.

She states th a t she called at the College, and th a t I gave her introductions 
to M rs. A nnie B rittain  and to  M r. V out Peters, and th a t alm ost imm ediately 
she pu t herself in touch w ith the  form er. T h e  day o f th e  appointm ent happened 
to be the  anniversary of the  passing of her husband , and almost the m edium ’s 
first rem ark was of a sym bol w hich im plied b irth  o r death  to  her. L ater in the 
sitting w hich contained m uch  splendid evidence of th e  husband’s personality, 
she gave a date, a week ahead, num ber and day, as their w edding anniversary. 
N am es w ere also excellent, and M rs. Allison, although later sittings w ith M rs. 
B rittain  d id  no t produce anything to equal th is, was very satisfied.

A  sitting  w ith M r. Y out Peters gave some interesting m atter, bu t it was 
not till 1923, th a t a sitting  was arranged w ith  M rs. O sborne L eonard with 
excellent results. M rs. A llison’s anonym ity was carefully preserved all through. 
In  1924, a series was arranged w ith M rs. L eonard, in  w hich he r husband 
gave further evidence, and in a rem arkable way, seemed to keep in  touch 
w ith M rs. A llison’s personal m ovem ents and happenings; th is was particularly 
notable w hen these happenings had caused her em otional stress. In  1925, 
another series followed on sim ilar,lines, and now th rough  her in terest in  the 
Am erican S .P .R ., D r. H yslop came forw ard as a com m unicator, discussing 
m atters of a very intim ate na ture  relating to  th e  Society, w hich, because of th is, 
are not recorded in the  volum e, although these are said to be of outstanding 
evidential significance. A t th is sitting it was predicted th a t M rs. Allison would 
give her evidence in a different way from  “  Feda ,”  and shortly this was fulfilled 
in a series of anonym ous sittings arranged w ith M rs. Dow den th rough  the 
agency of M rs. de Crespigny. T h e  evidential nam es (some very unusual) 
given at these sittings (often on request), make an  amazing record. I t  
was noted again and again by  M rs. Allison th a t the com m unicator w ould give 
their baptism al nam e, whereas she expected in  several cases a dim inutive. 
M any of the  names had never been received at any previous sitting  either in 
U .S .A . or in London.

M rs. Allison and D r. W . Franklin  Prince, who annotate and sum m arise 
m any of the  sittings, discuss how far telepathy, as against spirit com m unication, 
can account for m uch of the remarkable evidence obtained a t the  Leonard 
sittings.

So m uch com m union of thought enters into a really good result, w'here 
sitte r, com m unicator, and m edium  are a ttuned , th a t it is a difficult m atter to 
sift the  evidence, w hich includes in  one given instance, dozens o f correct details, 
and to say how m uch is read from  a s itte r’s m ind by the  m edium , and how m uch
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is the  result of rapport w ith  th a t m ind by the sp irit who claims to be com 
m unicating. I f  the  first theory be held, why are so m any obvious things in  the 
sitte r’s m ind om itted, and how can we explain the  careful selection of m atter 
w hich so correctly expresses th e  k ind of m ind the  com m unicator had, and the 
particular angle and persons w hich w ould in terest him  in a given case. I t  
is no t the  sitter’s knowledge and face w hich count, bu t the  presentation of these 
facts as seen by the  m ind of another— the com m unicator—w hich distinguishes 
m edium ship from  telepathy betw een living m inds. T h e  “  scrying ” o f the 
m edium , also, will cover the whole gam ut of a life— selecting appropriate 
incidents—their right setting and the  people connected, all in their right 
relationship, while often introducing facts unknow n to the  sitter w hich 
are later verified. Stenographic records were taken at all the  sittings, so that 
the  m atter was subjected to  close analysis. In  th e  latter ha lf of the  book D r. 
P rince details at great length a series of interviews w ith the  valued Boston 
m edium , M rs. Soule, whose work under the  pseudonym  of “  M rs. C henow eth,”  
received close and long attention  from  the late D r. Jam es H yslop of the  Am erican 
S .P .R . M rs. Soule’s work in trance in  this series, as in  m any others, was done 
w ithout any knowledge of the  identity  of her sitter, who (accompanied by a 
stenographer, who m ade the suitable responses o r signs given by  the  sitter) 
en tered  the room  after the m edium  was in  the  trance condition, and left it 
before the  m edium  came out. A t a num ber of evidential sittings, the  com 
m unicator was the  late M rs. Prince, bu t the  bulk of the  m atter deals w ith 
D r. P rince’s boyhood, carrying h im  back th irty  or forty  years, and the com
m unicators p u rp o rt to be his m other and father. T h e  wealth of detail is signifi
cant, and again, we notice th a t particular instances w hich had a pronounced 
em otional content for D r. Prince were seized upon for special detail and em
phasis. T h e  tragic death  of a baby brother, and an unjust punishm ent inflicted 
in  boyhood, are exam ples, and it would seem as if  not only his emotions were 
recognised, bu t as if  the  feelings of his father and m other were also revealed 
to  him . I t  is a thought content that is presented to the m edium , and not only 
are specific details p resented , b u t it would seem that all th a t was w ithin sight, 
sound, and apprehension of the  com m unicator, at a given period is available 
to the  psychic senses of the m edium , equally w ith the  special m atter intended 
to  be transm itted . T h is  accounts for m uch extraneous m atter in a sitting, as 
a com m unicator on  one occasion expresses i t : “  I t  is ju st that, (m ental associated 
pictures in  the com m unicator’s m em ory), w hich makes some things seem like 
mistakes for you (the sitter), m ay recall w hat you were conscious of at a past 
experience, and I m ay have as a background to  th a t experience m any thoughts 
you w ere unaware of, and yet they  come along w ith m y effort to recall the  past.” 
T h e  volume is valuable in so far as it emphasises this aspect, and throws light 
on the  processes of m edium ship. A  prediction fulfilled nearly two years after 
in a striking way, is given and annotated to show the rem arkable exactness of 
the  fulfilm ent.

W e are grateful for the pains taken in th is volum e, it assists the  student 
in ten t to delve deeper, and though  nothing, as far as I have noted, is definitely 
stated th a t either M rs. Allison or D r. Prince are convinced that their several 
com m unicators have proved survival up to the  h ilt, th e  whole feeling given 
is that they  are profoundly interested and touched, and find it difficult to account 
for the  volume of detail given under any hypothesis, b u t th a t of continuity  
of personality. B.

A Short T itle Catalogue of W orks on Psychical Research, Spiritualism,
M agic, Etc.

Com piled by H arry  Price. H o n . D irector, N ational Laboratory of Psychical 
Research. Price 15s. net.

M r. Price is to be congratulated on the  excellently produced catalogue 
for the  L ibrary  of th e  N ational L aboratory. M any fine illustrations from  very 
ra re  books make this valuable, and as a work o f reference on  magic, legerdem ain, 
e tc ., it m ust be unique. T hese  ra ther outweigh the psychical research and
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spiritualistic aspects, w hich, however, M r. Price says, can be found  very easily 
elsewhere. M r. P rice’s first interest having been conjuring and a study  of the 
a rt of deception, his private library, w hich form s th e  basis o f th is collection, 
necessarily contained m any works on these aspects and it has been his hobby 
to  seek ou t ancient and rare works o f th is kind. N aturally  too, he has taken 
care to get all the  works dealing w ith accusations, true  o r false, against m edium s, 
so th a t the  reader is well provided w ith the  pros and cons of m any disputed  
cases.

T hose who consider th a t for the investigation of alleged supernorm al 
phenom ena “  th e  first necessity is a thorough knowledge of the a rt of mystifica
tion  ” will find in M r. H arry  Price’s m agnificent collection of works from  A .D . 
1450 to the  present day, ample m aterial for study. I t  is com piled w ith a care 
to  w hich we m ust give unstin ted  praise. W hen the  studen t has read the  9,000 
or so of volumes and pam phlets, he should be—if not over-confused thereby—  
com petent to judge w hether “  M argery’s ”  Chinese w riting  or D r. G eley’s 
wax m oulds (for instance) are, or are no t, mystifications ! T h e  L ibrary  is 
probably the  very best in Europe or A m erica, for those who w ish for inform ation 
on charlatanism . T h e  present w riter, however, feels th a t a study of say, 1,000 
volumes a year w ould defer opinion for at least ten  years and w ould probably 
produce such an  idée f ix e  o f scepticism, th a t he w ould be unfitted, ra ther than  
aided, to use th e  naked eye and comm onsense. B ut for those who enjoy diving 
in to  the  records o f m ystification and superstition , the  L ibrary  is invaluable, 
though we th ink  th a t considerably less acquaintance w ith conjuring amply 
suffices to know  when legerdem ain is o r m ay be in  action, no t to speak of the  
absence of m achinery.

Some Automatic Scripts.
S.P .R . Proceedings. Part 110. Vol. X X X V III.

“ M r. V .”  who was one of the  autom atists in the  rem arkable fam ous “  Oscar 
W ilde Scrip t,”  has been used in  the  reception of a fu rther script pu rporting  
to  be inspired by  M argaret Veley, a not-too-w ell-know n poet and novelist 
(1843-1887). “  M r. V .” sat for the scrip t w ith a M iss H u n t, whose contact 
by  touch of her hand on M r. V .’s, was necessary before any w riting  was obtained, 
and who therefore played an im portant and m odifying pa rt in the  scrip t p ro 
duced.

In  the  Proceedings, M r. W . H . Salter, in whose hands the  scripts were 
placed for exam ination, and who details w ith  care the  investigations m ade as to 
possible extant sources o f inform ation regarding M argaret Veley, and was able 
to find a great num ber o f the  references m ade in th e  scrip t in  biographies and 
local papers, etc., of the  period , holds th a t notw ithstanding the large num ber 
o f correct statem ents on m atters outside the  au tom atist’s norm al knowledge, 
“  I do no t th in k  the  case a strong one for inferring continuity  of m em ory as 
betw een M argaret Veley and “ M .V .”  the  com m unicator. T h e  accurate details 
given are certainly rem arkable, b u t so are the  om issions on  m atters w hich would 
obviously be know n to  M argaret Veley. T h e  barest knowledge from  cursory 
reading of tw enty years ago, regarding this authoress, was in  “  M r. V .’s ”  
m ind . M iss H u n t knew nothing of her.

In  ordinary test m edium ship we know  now  difficult it is to get sustained 
details, such as appear in  th is script, even w hen know n to the sitte r ; and it 
m ay be as “ M r. V .” him self wisely poin ts ou t in reviewing the case, th a t we 
are placing a burden  on the  com m unicator, so long rem oved from  earth , in 
pressing  her unduly  on these m atters.

T h e  supposed “ M .V .”  m akes such criticism  herself as to  the  m ethods of the 
sitters. A creative artist in life, she needed an atm osphere to get th ro u g h  the 
best evidence of her post-m ortem  reality, w hich in  such a case m ight not 
necessarily be provided by personal details o f herself and her family.

Som e fine poetry  was produced th rough  “  M r. V .”  un d er her supposed 
inspiration, b u t we gather th a t com parison w ith  originals does no t bear out 
a great family likeness. I t  m ay be th a t in th is psychic co n tac t, w hether of
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M argaret Veley or not, it was only possible to stir up  some latent poetic faculty 
o f “  M r. V .’s ” who proceeded to  produce fantasies and ideas of his own in 
response. “  M r. V .”  who does no t w rite poetry , says that, “  T h e  verse is invari
ably melodious and well finished and charm ing in  sentim ent.”  H ere is an 
interesting problem  for th e  psychologist. B.

Pensée et Volonté.
(Editions Jean M eyer, 8, R ue C opernic Paris. 7 fr. 50.)

T h is  is a b rief m onograph on  Ideo-plasty— th at faculty by w hich M ind 
acts on Energy w hich is the  only m eans w hereby changes are produced on M atter.

T h e  recognition of th is faculty is the  next great step forw ard in the science 
of M etapsychics.

All m aterial changes— from  solid to liquid, and from  liquid  to  gas, and 
vice versa, all the  phenom ena of grow th of organised beings, and every m aterial 
form  of these, are produced by the  action of invisible energy, some of whose 
form s are known to us as H eat, L ight, E lectricity, M agnetism , Cohesion, 
G ravitation, and the  like. Im ponderable and very readily in ter-transform able, 
these are the  m echanism  of change. Life itself “  the  activity peculiar to p ro to
plasm  ”  (!) in the  m aterial w orld, partakes o f th e  nature o f E nergy, though its 
principal characteristic is the  D irective Power by  which it em ploys Energy 
to  the  representation  of its will. L ife is a phenom enon of the  Creative Spirit. 
I ts  m ethod is know n to us as Ideoplasty which signifies neither m ore nor less 
than  the  m oulding power of the  Idea.

T h is  takes an infinite variety of form s. I t  acts over the  vast spaces of geologic 
tim e. I t  produces form s suited to every variety of environm ent.

In  th e  South K ensington M useum  of N atural H istory , there  are some 
hundreds o f the little  living gems w hich we call “  hum m ing birds ”  ; all from  
the  same tropical clim ates, all living on the same flowers and insects, and all 
variegated in  form  and colour w ith  tin ts o f ruby , sapphire, em erald, and o ther 
colours only found in  th e  opals.

T hese  hum m ing birds are not produced by  A daptation and Selection, 
they  are the  direct products o f th e  Creative Pow er. So likewise are the huge 
extinct reptiles and m am m als of the  past, in  w hich A daptation and Selection 
have played their parts.

I t  is in such phenom ena th a t th e  Creative Sp irit has revealed a new  world 
to our astonished eyes, a world in  w hich the  d irecting power o f Spirit, internal 
to Energy as Energy is in ternal to M atte r, is the  driving and organising power. 
T h e  hum an being is th e  larva of the  next phase of life and the  elem entary 
m anifestations o f the  faculty of Ideoplasty are th e  first h in t o f its kinship w ith 
the  Cosm ic Power w hich m akes the  m aterial universe. S . D e B.

M es Expériences en Spiritualisme Experimental.
Par H arald  N ielsson, Professor o f T heology in  th e  U niversity  of Iceland- 

Editions Jean  M eyer. 8, R ue Copernic, Paris.
T h is  little book consists o f th ree  lectures (1) on  the personal experiences 

o f D r. H arald  N ielsson w ith Indrid i Indridason, a m edium  of peasant extraction 
in  Iceland ; (2) on  th e  a ttitude of the  C hurch to Psychical Research ; and 
(3) on D eath. T hese  were translated  from  the  D anish by  M . G eorg H einrich, 
K reisbaurat at D resden into G erm an, and into French by M . G . G obron. 
T h ey  are well w orth  translating  into English. Indrid i Indridason died in 1912, 
and Professor N ielsson on M arch  12th, 1928. Both these deaths are m isfortunes 
for Psychical Research. T h e  general d rift of the  work is well given in the  
notice by the Editors :

“ Relatively small as still are the  num ber of those in the  C hurch  who favour 
Psychical Research, we have though t it well to  publish  in France the  work 
of the  theologian H arald  N ielsson, Professor in th e  universities o f Copenhagen 
and Reykjavik. H e  was thoroughly well acquainted w ith m odern  m edium ship 
bo th  by study and by personal experiences w ith Indrid i Indridason whose
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sensational experim ents he relates. In  contrast w ith the  lack of interest and the 
hostility of m any ecclesiastics, his d irect experiences have m ade h im  a warm  
supporter o f the facts. T h is  personal experience of an em inent preacher, 
who has devoted nearly 25 years to th e  service of th e  C hurch  is of exceptional 
in terest to  spiritualists. H e  affirms th a t m odern  spiritualism  is identical w ith 
prim itive C hristianity. T h e  book deserves to be well know n in  England among 
those who can read French  fluently. I t  is th e  work of thoroughly com petent 
m an, w ho is also intelligently critical, and is supported  by  th e  testim ony o f m any 
distinguished nam es."

Science and Personality.
By W illiam  Brown, M .A ., M .D ., D .Sc., being  the  T e rry  L ectures (1928), at 
Yale U niversity. Forew ord by Sir Oliver Lodge, D .S c ., F .R .S . (Oxford 

U niversity  Press. M r. M ilford , A m en H ouse, E .C .4 . 12s. 6d.)
D r. Brown is a well-known authority  on M ind  and Personality, and his book 

is a valuable contribution  to th is subject. I ts  tendency m ay be judged  from  the 
following extract from  the  in troduction  (p. 7 ) :

T h e  problem  of the  relation of science to religion has been an acute 
question for m any years, and in th e  course of tim e has undergone repeated 
re-statem ent. D uring  the  last few years fu rth er a ttem pts have been found 
to be necessary because of the  revolutionary changes both in  th e  general 
religious outlook and in  scientific and philosophic conceptions.

T h e  general statem ent is too in tricate for trea tm en t here, both on account 
of the  complexity of the questions raised, and the able m anner in w hich they  
are treated . D r. Brown is, however, on th e  Council of th e  S .P .R ., and m ust 
therefore, be well acquainted w ith  Psychical research. H e has two chapters 
and a verbatim  report of a sitting  w ith M rs. O sborne L eonard, w hich will 
well repay very careful reading. H e finally decides th a t Personality is distinct 
from  Individuality— It is “  a process b u t no t a p roduct, for it is never com pletely 
produced. I t  is a process th a t is creative on  the  one side and intuitional on  the  
o ther. As personality grows, it produces som ething new , som ething th a t was 
no t there before, and also brings w ith it increased insight into the  na ture  
of things, into the values o f the  w orld .”  (p. 238.)

I t  will be obvious from  th e  above that the  book deserves a m uch fuller review 
th an  it is possible to give it here. One rem ark  however, m ay be m ade : I t  
is no t generally recognised th a t w ith the  disintegration of the  atom  Science 
has entered  upon a new  sphere. All th e  norm al sciences which start from  the  
atom  rem ain as tru e  as ever they  were. All the  struc tu re  o f m aterial civilisation 
depends on them  and it  works. T h e  new  departure  goes behind th e  atom  
into a non-m aterial w orld. I t  does not contradict or invalidate our previous 
knowledge, b u t starts on a new  path  w hich im m easurably enlarges it.

S. D e B.

Incidents and D iscussions.
Bulletin X , A pril, 1929. Boston, M ass., S.P.R .

D r. W . Franklin  Prince gathers in  th is bulletin , a ra th e r curious assortm ent 
o f psychical m atters, o f varying value and in terest. T h e  portion  th a t interests 
our readers particularly  is th a t dealing w ith the  “ Cleophas Scrip ts,”  included 
in a paper called “  T ests for H istoricity ,”  the  previous portion  having no 
bearing in m atter or m ethod to th e  latter.

D r. Prince has “  strong im pressions bo th  in  favour o f M iss C um m ins’ 
(the autom atist of the  scripts) honesty, and th a t o f her friend, M iss G ibbes,” 
bu t notes “  a disposition in  the  in troduction  w ritten  by unnam ed clerical 
authors, to look upon the  Cleophas Scripts as a likely source of independent 
au thority  for happenings in the  Apostolic period .”

H e proceeds to  attack th is presum ption  by  a detailed exam ination of m any 
statem ents. As a form er clergym an, D r. P rince w ould claim  to have m ade a 
study  of New T estam ent authorities, and generally he disagrees th a t th e  Scripts
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bear ou t th a t th e  “  M essenger ”  has given new  or correct knowledge of N ew  
T estam en t happenings not already recorded.

W hat we do find in  the  Scripts is an  enlargem ent of our views up o n  the  m ani
fold labours of the  Apostles, and th e  creation of an atm osphere as to  the  reality 
o f their m ission w hich th e  bare verses in th e  Epistles do no t yield us. I t  is 
th is w hich has been “ got th ro u g h ,”  and while some com petent critics have 
m ade such claims as D r. Prince states on  behalf o f the  w ritings, (M iss Cum m ins 
has no t done so herself), and it is fo r them  to reply  to D r. P rince’s criticism , 
w hich pu rports to  be kindly.

T a l k s  w i t h  t h e  I m m o r t a l s .
A rranged by S. Cox, Psychic Press, 2, V ictoria S treet, L ondon, S .W .l. 2s.

T h e  recipients o f the  com m unications in th is pleasingly produced little 
book are well know n to  m e, and I can vouch for the  accuracy of the evidence 
given as to  th e  continued personality  of a dear daughter, for m uch  of it was 
given th rough  m edium s at the  College, and was reported  upo n  at the  tim e.

“ Ella ”  m ade an  excellent com m unicator, as young people often do ; 
her naturalness and spontaneity  is significant. She was able by  clairvoyance, 
by  trance, by w riting  m edium ship and by direct voice and even etherialization 
of herself on one occasion, to satisfy her parents th a t it was she herself and no 
airy w raith  who came to  com fort them . K now ledge outside th e  consciousness 
o f the  sitters was given on several occasions.

T h e  stim ulus th u s provided encouraged efforts in  a hom e circle w hen E lla’s 
b ro ther proved to  have psychic pow er, receiving m uch  guidance for him self 
in  regard to his study  of m usic, and also for his parents from  various teachers 
and philosophers. T hese  teachings, w hether from  the  great ones nam ed or 
no t, resulted in  a com plete m odification in  the  life and habits of th e  “  C  ” 
fam ily, acknowledged to  be of considerable benefit. M rs. Cox later developed 
a w riting  gift, and on  occasions M r. Cox is also used.

T h is  is no t an unusual case. M any tim es in  the history  of psychic study  
has the  dynam ic pow er of such “  o ther w orld ” contact been  used to  vivify 
lives and send th em  forth  in  the  great search of super-consciousness. Readers 
will enjoy the  privilege M r. Cox has given them  in sharing these records, 
and they  can depend upon it th a t they  are dealing w ith fact and no t w ith fiction.

B.

SUBHADRA ----  OR LlFE AFTER DEATH.
By V. D . R ishi, Indian  Spiritualist Society, 51, G ordhandas Buildings, 

G irgaum , Bom bay.
T h e  com piler o f this little  book has been in England on  several occasions 

attending international gatherings o f Spiritualists, and we have found him  a 
sincere investigator and deeply anxious to  m ake the facts of psychic science 
know n in his ow n country. T h e  book is a personal record of results, in te r
spersed with teachings and knowledge he  has gained from  English spiritualism . 
M r. R ishi gives evidence th a t he has m ade contact w ith  his deceased wife, 
and had a corroboration of th is in  a very excellent “  extra ”  o f her obtained 
th rough  th e  Crewe circle w hen he was in  England last year.

T h e  arrangem ent of th e  m atte r in th e  book is not as clear as it m igh t have 
been, bu t it m ay carry its message to  som e, and b id  them  seek further.

As far as we can gather, m odern  investigation, as we understand it, is not 
possible in  India, although a second wife o f M r. R ishi b ids fair to be a good 
trance m edium , following help and instruction given a t th e  College last year.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
Schloss W iesenburg (M ark).

To the Editor o f  P s y c h ic  S c ie n c e .

D e a r  S i r ,—-It seems to m e that some fu rther com m ent upon F . W . H ayes’ 
rem arks upon  the  Chinese scripts and Confucius messages (published in the 
Ju ly  issue, in the  form  o f a letter) w ould not be amiss.

M r. Hayes seems to doub t the  identity  of C onfucius because he spoke 
Chinese and no t English ! T h a t, of course, is a m atter o f opinion.

Personally, speaking from  m y own po in t of view, I w ould not believe in 
the  identity  of any so-called oriental sp irit if  he addressed m e in  English, 
unless he were able to prove his claim by speaking his own particular tongue.

W hen we were recently  in Iceland, and got messages through autom atic 
w riting purporting  to come from  the  sp irit of the  well-know n psychic researcher, 
H araldur N ielsson, the  only th ing  w hich m ade the  messages seem genuine to 
m e was because they  were given in  correct Icelandic, a language of which 
neither I ,  nor m y m other (the autom atic w riter) knew a word. Now Nielsson 
spoke excellent English, yet he chose to  give his messages in  Icelandic, as he 
said, by way of proving his identity . A nd it was not dictionary Icelandic either, 
no r could we have got hold of a dictionary, as there  is no t such a th ing  for 
tourists in all Iceland. W hen  an intelligence purporting  to be our old friend 
Pierre L oti got into touch  w ith us several years ago, he m ade use of a Persian 
dialect in his first com m unication. W hy d id  he do this ? C ertainly no t because 
com m unication in the  French  language w ould not have been far easier, but 
because we knew  F rench, and consequently there w ould have been nothing 
evidential about the  com m unication if  it had  been given in th a t language.

T h e  Persian dialect was a different m atter altogether, however. W e ourselves 
had never been associated w ith  the far East, bu t we knew th a t L oti him self 
had been an authority  upon  Eastern languages. A sim ilar case was when the 
N orw egian composer, E duard  G rieg, com m unicated w ith us in his own language 
(which we did not know), although we had always spoken G erm an together 
in  his lifetim e. A n old D u tch  friend of ours, in  com m unicating also used 
his own language for the  same reason, we having always conversed in  English 
o r G erm an w hen he was on earth.

Personally I w ould no t give a farth ing  for a so-called Saxon spirit who 
w rote m odern English, unless he were able to give some examples of his 
original speech. As M r. H ayes did no t explain how he could duplicate the 
V aliantine-W hym ant-C onfucius case as he says “ w ithout the  aid of Chinese 
sp irits ,”  we are left in  the  dark as to how he th inks he could do so. O ne can 
only surm ise that he m ust be a perfect Chinese scholar him self, in w hich case 
he does not need M r. Johnson for translating  or verifying th e  messages the 
authenticity  of w hich he doubts !

Yours sincerely,
F l o r iz e l  v o n  R e u ter .

16, Seym our S treet,
Portm an Square, W .

J u ly  U th , 1929.
D ear  S i r ,— Please believe th a t this letter is no t w ritten  in  a spirit o f carping 

criticism , bu t w ith an  earnest wish th a t no th ing  likely to disuade enquirers 
into spiritualism  being antagonised. In  th is m o n th ’s P s y c h ic  S c ie n c e  the 
article on M r. Sharplin’s healing contains certain statem ents which w ill, I 
fear, prevent those m edical m en w hom  I ’ve begun to in terest continuing in 
their present belief.

I have m ore than  once to ld  them  of the  marvellous cures achieved 
psychically, and unfortunately th is article instead of m entioning the cures
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attem pts to give diagnosis. N ow  “ C hang ” is p resum ed  to have been a medical 
m an, and yet he is stated to have talked of “  a sm all bone  in  the  foot being out 
of place,” and “ a m isplaced cervical verteb ra.” N o  one who has studied m edi
cine w ould have m ade use of term s w hich are m ore allied to the  clap-trap of 
charlatanism . It is no t a question o f m edical theory , it is a question of anatomical 
fact. As a m edical m an who practises so-called m anipulative surgery I know 
th a t these so-called bone reductions are due to  m istaken diagnosis, though 
the  treatm ent is often successful. T herefore, it is a p ity  th a t “  C hang ” him self 
was not asked to supervise rem arks w hich will, I  fear, antagonise m any m en 
w hom  I ’ve m anaged to interest in  the  subject.

I could give you the  tru e  diagnosis judg ing  from  the  cases quoted.

Y ours faithfully,
Frank Römer.
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THE COLLEGE LIBRARY.

The following new books have been added to,the L ibrary since July, 1929 :—

B arrett, Sir W ., and Theodore B e s te rm a n ...............  “ The Divining R od.”

*Grant, Amy .................................................................  “ And after this L ife.”

.....................................................“  Spiritual Development.”

............................  “  Det Oppuado Fönstra t ”  (Swedish).

.....................................................  “  Practical Occultism .”

“  Mes Experiences Personelles” (in French). 

Catalogue—(National Laboratory of Psychical Research).

*Haines, Fredk. H 

*Hellberg, E ira 

Morse, J . J. 

Neilson, H araldur 

*Price, H arry

*S.P .R . Proceedings, P a rt 110, Vol. X X X V III ... “  Some Automatic Scrip ts.”
(M argaret Veley.)

The thanks of the College is extended to Mr. S. G. Soal, Mr. H. Price, 
Mrs. Bertram , Mrs. Hellberg, Mr. F . H. Haines, and Mrs. Lamb, for 
kind contributions to the Library.

* New Publications.
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C O L L E G E  INFORMATION.
The New Syllabus for Autumn Term will be sent on application.

TRANCE AND OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS. Private Appointments.
Mrs. G arrett, Mrs. M ason,  Miss L ily T homas, Miss F rancis.

TRANCE DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASE AND TREATMENT.
Mr. G. P h ilip  Sha rplin .

PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT, PRIVATE AND CLASS. (See Syllabus.) 
Mrs. K itchen and  Miss F rancis.

PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.
Visiting Mediums. Private intim ation to members.

LECTURES AND CLASSES. (See Syllabus.)

LIBRARY, Loan and Reference, available to Members.

THE QUEST.
A  Quarterly Review.

Edited by G. R. S. Mead, M.A.
Single Copies, 2/6 n e t.; 2/8 post free. Annual Subscription, 10/- post free.

Vol. XXI. OCTOBER, 1929. No. I.

Time, Foreknowledge and Free Will.............. M aud J oynt.
A New Quest of the Jesus of History T he E d itor .
Alchemy and Economics ......................... H . Stanley R edgroVe .

Ex Cornubia ............................................... M. U. G reen .

Sonnet of Illusion .................................... H . K night-E aton.

Nature’s Hidden Spiral.................................... E. H ughes-G ibb.

A Strange Adventure in Switzerland.............. H. R. E croyd.

I am . . . God ............................................... Anita U. M avis B oggs.

Destiny ........................................................... I rene P etch .

The Sun Bath ............................................... F. H. A. E ngleheart.

Reviews and Notices.

J ohn M. W atkins.
21, Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2.
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President: Sir Arthur Conan D oyle, M .D., LL.D.

The aim of the Spiritualist Community is to provide a platform for 
those who seek to present Spiritualism under its religious and 

philosophical aspects.

THE PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP, 
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.

Proprietor - - Sir ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

A fine selection of psychic works always in stock ; also 
French and American Books, together with a stock of 

second-hand books on the subject.
Books on any other subject supplied to order.

Circulating Library 2/6 per month ; books sent by post 
at small extra expense.

Museum of Psychic Objects of great interest. Entrance 1 /-

Priced Catalogues of new books sent on application.

ABBEY HOUSE 2, VICTORIA STREET, S.W .l
Opposite W estminster Abbey.
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