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Vol. VIl.-No. 3. October, 1928. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

FROM the point of view of Spiritualism, the event of the quarter has 
been the prosecution of Mrs . Candon for telling fortunes and of 
Miss Mercy Phillimore for "aiding and abetting." It was thought 
that the police action, initiated by some " common informer "-a 
venomous woman, disgruntled enquirer, or religious fanatic of one 
kind or another- might be a move of policy against all spiritualist 
societies, and the L.S.A. found it necessary to procure the best legal 
assistance available . 

I have before me as I write, the issues of the Sunday Mail of Glasgow, 
from October 18th to November 15th, 1925. They contain the names 
of Mr. Wm. J. Tylar (psychic expert) and Mrs. Starkey (medium), 
consulted by Inspector Brewer and Sergeant Fisher of the Bascombe 
police who had been urged by Sir Basil Thomson of the C .I.D. to 
"leave no stone unturned " to discover Allaway, the murderer of 
Irene Wilkins . The paper contains full details of the seance which 
put the police on his track. Subsequent issues contain other cases 
of the employment of mediums for the detection of crime. 

Now even the police cannot have it both ways. If they fellow the 
Continental practice by collecting supernormal evidence to put them 
on the track of criminals, and use a medium to reconstruct a crime_ 
from some small article belonging to the criminal or to the injured 
person, they obviously believe in the genuine power in certain cases, 
and the value of the legitimate use is manifestly great. But they are 
not expert psychologists and are quite unfit to distinguish the genuine : 
from the fraudulent, or the strong from the weak, unless by results 
over a long period. Nor is it their business to do so. But their own 
practice debars them, or should debar them, from the hateful role of 
agent provocateur. They should call on the " common informer" to 
produce his, or her evidence, and act or forbear action on that. 

This has been plainly shown by the attitude of the Press. The 
Spectator, the Saturday Review, the lvlorning Post, the Evening News, -
the Daily Mirror, the Daily Sketch, the Liverpool Post, and thepundee 
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Courier, all take the same line of condemnation. Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle wrote an excellent letter to the Times, exposing the action of the 
police as agents provocateurs, so foreign to the English sense of justice. 
Editors are more in touch with public opinion than any other class of 
men. They are aware of many cases of genuine mediumship, and their 
opinion is well expressed by the Saturday Review which says of the 
L.S.A. : " To strike at it because, independently of a serious body of 
researchers, a medium tell s fortunes, is unfair." 

Apparently it would cost some £2,000 to make· a case for Parliament 
to repeal, or alter, the Vagrancy Act ; and even if this money were 
forthcoming it would i;ossibly, or even probably, not be successful. 
Public opinion is the best safeguard, and it has been shown in no 
uncertain fashion . If spiritualists would come forward as a body and 
make up the £800 that this prosecution has cost the L.S.A.,-it could 
be done by general contributions however small-the feeling of the 
country would be even more manifest. But, as Fouche said : " Mal
heureusement, !es honnetes gens sont des !aches." 

Two of the articles in this issue of PSYCHIC Scrnr-;CE illustrate two 
points which much need to be brought home to the persons who think 
that Spiritualism will be the religion of the future. This is true, but it 
will be a quite different spiritualism from that which is current to-day. 
I have in the last six months replied to near 600 letters. About 40 per 
cent. are from people who want contact with deceased friends to 
prove to them that there is a future state at all ; they think that com- · 
munication is as simple as calling up a friend on the telephone. About 
24 per cent . are from mystified enquirers who do not, perhaps cannot, 
read reliable works but get their crude notions from newspaper articles. 
Twenty per cent. are from fanciful theorists. Nine per cent . are 
from absolutely ignorant persons wQ.o want a cut-and-dried creed and 
imagine that this can be given in a letter. Four per cent. are from 
those who have rushed into experiments with planchette, unprepared, 
and .have suffered illusion or obsession. Three per cent . cannot be 
classified, some are mere abuse, others are vague questioning; and 
along with these there are the thousands who do not write, but say: 
"No one can know anything definite", "One world at a time," and 
the like, without enquiring what has been proved. 

Mr. Drayton Thoma~' article will show all who are willing to learn, 
that long and patient enquiry is necessary to secure reliable results. 
It has been amply proved again and again, that complete mental accord 
is requisite between communicator, medium, and sitter. There may, 
as in Feda's case, be a fourth mind to be brought into the circle. It 
should be immediately obvious that a harassed, impatient, or per
turbed temper hinders, or can entirely prevent, communication 
desired by the unseen friend. Scornful scepticism precludes com
munication altogether, and conscious fraud (such as fictitious names of 
imaginary relations) will shut it out or muddy the spring of truth. 
While a sitting is in progress, calm observation and attention should 
prevail. Afterwards is the time for criticism. 
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Mrs. Helen Lambert's article is also a demonstration of the extreme 
complexity of phenomena which seem simple to the uninstructed. 
To the ordinary alienist the patient would seem to be suffering the 
natural consequence of his misdeeds. In a sense that is so, but in a 
very different way from mere physical depletion. Whether the 
physical misdoing releases into activity certain group-souls that go to 
make up the personality, or whether (as seems much more probable) 
he is obsessed by external but invisible personalities, the actual processus 
of the disease is widely different from that which the alienist, ignorant 
of the supernormal facts, would imagine. I agree ·cordially with 
J.H.H. that "if you could only instil before adolescence a full picture 
of the consequences of yielding to wrong desire, we should put our 
finger on the key to much of the misery in the world to-day." 

The future of Spiritualism can easily be foreseen from the history 
of the past. It rests on facts, which are always victorious in the long 
run. Those facts are certified by evidence which has accumulated in 
recent years into an immense mass, just as Faraday's simple experiment 
that the motion of a wire towards a magnet generates a tiny pulse of 
electricity, has grown into the immense electrical industries of to-day. 
It is objected that the S.P .R. does not admit the physical facts. It is 
debarred by its constitution from any corporate opinion, but a large 
number, probably a majority, of its members follow the lead of Sir 
Oliver Lodge who declares in his epilogue to The Bridge : 

" That occasional communion between those still associated with 
matter and those who have entered on another phase of existence, 
-these things are to me not hypothetical or doubtful, but definite and 
scientifically ascertained facts. . . . I do not propose to qualify the 
statement with any apology or hesitation, for I am as convinced of 
these things as of any other facts of nature, and I feel sure that posterity 
will recognise their truth." 

So explicit .a statement by a man so well-known for his caution and 
scientific position, commands respect. Professor Lodge rests his 
belief on the experiments with mental phenomena such as are given 
in The Bridge, in which several mediums who did not know the deceased, 
gave concordant descriptions of scenes and events unknown to the sitters 
also. It is objected by the French School that after Osty's remarkable 
demonstration of the powers of the Subconscious, given in his Super
normal Faculties in Man, it is impossible to set bounds to the operations 
of these faculties. The conviction of survival seems fully warranted 
when the medium gives verifiable facts unknown to all present, and 
of this there are many instances ; not the least remarkable being the 
reconstruction of crimes. 

But it is for this reason that I consider that the whole future of 
Spiritualism rests on what are called " physical phenomena." Tele
kinesis, materialisation, -and supernormal photography cannot be 
explained away by the Subconscious. What we need is scientific 
caution in experimentation, but scientific courage in proclaiming its 
results. 
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The essence of the matter is that the religious aspect of the facts is 
widely ignored. Sir Oliver Lodge says : "A general conviction of the 
reality of a spiritual world is coming, is nearing, is at hand ." This is a 
religious question, and the large majority of intellectual men feel it 
to be so . A distinguished military officer recently said to me: "If 
the supernormal facts are not religious, I have no use for them." 
This is what needs to be brought out. I feel certain that the vast 
majority of hesitants would welcome a distinct declaration on this point. 

Since the war we have lived in a new world. There is a new order, 
a new distribu_tion of wealth, new relations between the sexes, new 
ideals in art, new concepts of Justice, and new standards of conduct. 
Creeds have largely dis;i.ppeared. You have only to compare any theo
logical book published before 1870 to see the enormous difference from 
the outlook of the present day . The old theology is dead, and the new 
is barely born. Survival of death is permeating the land like leaven, 
and with that influence comes the question : " What follows on death?" 
and the answer : "We reap exactly what we have sown." 

The ordinary sciences deal with the relation between Matter and 
Energy. The new science takes account of Mind. It is not fixed by 
the laws of Time and Space. The Medical Correspondent of the 
Morning Post writes (May 5th, 1928), after the report of a seance in 
open court in Germany : 

" Facts such as are reported above astound the layman, but in a 
less dramatic form are common knowledge to those practising hypno 
tism and suggestion. Hypnotism came into discredit when the wave 
of materialism was at its height in medicine, and the discovery of 
chloroform as an amesthetic gave the doctors the chance to eschew 
' spiritistic influence ' and rely on the quantitative methods of 
chemistry. 

" Now the balance has turned, and there is no great London hospital 
that does not have on its staff a man who has knowledge of hypnotic 
methods. Two cases similar to the one recorded have recently come 
within my personal knowledge : 

"The first was a trivial crime-a theft of whisky. A medium far 
away from the place described the thief, the circumstances and time 
of the theft, and the motive for it, when no one present knew any more 
than that the whisky had been stolen . 

" The second case was of a man suffering from persistent headache 
and other troubles that would not yield to treatment. He was examined 
by a doctor practising hypnosis through a medium. It was found 
that he was convinced that he had been deserted and robbed by some
one he had trusted as a friend. The story of robbery was true, though 
there were grounds of justification, but the medium was able to add 
that the friend was in a specified town, anxious to restore the money . 

" Investigation showed that he was in that town : the money was 
returned, and the patient recovered. 

" The reasons given by the practising hypnotist for such phenomena 
are : (1) that some are fraudulent ; but (2) that still unknown factor, 
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the mind, must be in some way independent of space and time ade
quately to explain the proven facts." 

"The proven facts.,' ! These are the great thing. During our earth 
lives we develop the soul-life which is the real cause of our outward 
life. Every cell in our bodies has the cell-soul which makes it, and 
therefore the soul-body is the counterpart of our bodily frame. It is 
a blessing to know that there is no " Devil," no "Hell," none of the 
terrors which well-meaning but ignorant men have foisted on the 
world. There is indeed the " outer darkness " to which many go 
"lest their deeds should be reproved," but all who love the light 
(and I mean this in a quite ordinary sense), all who have nothing to 
conceal, go into the light of love and goodwill and share in its happiness. 
Everyone who accepts this spiritual world finds the same, and the know
ledge is spreading like wildfire through the European nations. Here 
in England there are now thousands in all classes who have heard it 
with understanding and sympathy, and its healing power is manifest 
in many lives. It is reasonable and natural. It is not "highbrow " 
or abstruse. It is just spiritual common-sense, and is in real agreement 
with all that Our Lord taught. 

This is the outline. There is much more. No human being is 
sufficient to himself, neither in knowledge or in philosophy, nor in 
daily life. Love is the master-key " the more excellent way," greater 
than wisdom, greater than Faith, greater than all the gifts of the Spirit. 
Energy is the great entity in the material world, causing, sustaining, 
transforming all. Its minor direction is entrusted to Man ; its evolution 
is directed by God Who is Life and Love. And the rule is simple : 

From forge and farm and mine and bench 
Deck, altar, outpost lone-

Mill, school, battalion, counter, trench, 
Rail, senate, sheepfold, throne

Creation's cry goes up on high 
From age to cheated age : 

" Send us the men who do the work 
For which they draw the wage."" 

When through the Gates of Stress and Strain 
Comes forth the vast Event--

The simple, sheer, sufficing, sane 
Result of labour spent-

They that have wrought the end unthought 
Be neither saint nor sage 

But men who merely did the work 
For which they drew the wage. 

Wherefore to these the Fates shall bend 
(And all old idle things-) ; 

Wherefore on these shall Power attend 
Beyond the grasp of kings : 
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Each in his place, by right, not grace, 
Shall rule his heritage-

The men who simply do the work 
For which they draw the wag_e. (RUDYARD KIPLING.) 

* * * * * 
I have to thank the many who have expressed their satisfactioe 

with the July issue which contained the Crandon experiments. Thosn 
were very carefully compiled and are a very full justification of this 
mediumship. There are still about 150 copies available for those who 
wish to have a complete record of this remarkable medium . 

* +:- * 
CHANGE OF COLLEGE HEADS. 

Some recent changes in the College are a matter of interest not 
·only to its members but to the large number of readers on the fringe 
of the work interested through the medium of "Psychic Science." 

Mr. Hewat McKenzie; who as Founder and Hon . Principal, has 
borne the brunt of the organisation since 1920, has it in mind to devote 
some time to the production of a volume of experiences, gathering 
up some of the fruits of these years, and has asked the Council to release 
him from office. Mrs . Hewat McKenzie who has also felt the burden 
also sought relief while still agreeing to keep in close touch with the 
work . It was thought that Mr. W . Cotesworth Bond who had very 
kindly deputised for M rs. M cKenzie during her absence in the U nited 
States would accept the position of Principal, but after consideration , 
decided that his health would not permit of it, for the College work 
is no sinecure : it demands the closest devotion and attention, and 
ability to decide important and delicate matters relating to medium
ship . 

In view of his decision, and that no one else seemed ready to take 
the office, Mrs. McKenzie kindly agreed to act as Hon. Principal and 
Organising Secretary until other suitable workers arose. 

The following minute passed unanimously by the Council testifies 
to their views regarding the work accomplished by M r . and Mrs . Hewat 
McKenzie since the establ ishment of the work. 

" The Council of the British College of Psychic Science desire to 
place on record their appreciation of the great services rendered by 
Mr. and M rs. Hewat McKenzie . From their personal knowledge 
they would say that it is questionable whether in the whole history of 
psychical research any two people have given more devoted and un
selfish service, in money, work and all other ways to this important end . 
They thank Mr. and Mrs . Hewat McKenzie for all the good work in 
the past , and rejoice to think that their friendly co-operatio n may be 
looked fo r in the future." 

->:- -JE- * * 



EDITORIAL NOTE S . 

The International Spiritualist Congress has been held in 

London from September 7th to 13th. It has been a great success. 

It was attended by delegates from the chief countries of the 

world, and public interest has been shown by the crowds that 

attended the lectures and by some 3,000 people who availed 
themselves of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's invitation to the 

Queen's Hall. The Chinese script and "Walter's "thumb

print are held to be direct proofs of survival. 

There is one inference from survival which is too often dis

regarded. We enter on a condition in which there is no money. 

We have to stand on our strict personal powers. It is less what 

we have done or left undone that will determine our position, 

than what we can do, make, or teach for the betterment of 

mankind. We haYe to stand on our own feet. 

Those who feel this to be the case should exert themselves to · 

carry the message, with all that it implies, to those of their 

friends who are still in ignorance or scepticism. As Editor I 

wish to call the careful attention of members to the financial 

position of the College. The expenses of upkeep are about £400 

a year greater than the income. It is most unfair to ask the 

indefatigable Principals to make this good. If ·every member 

would exert himself or herself to bring in one additional member 

to the College, it would forthwith become self-supporting. 

I have received some 600 letters in the past seven months 
asking for assistance in one form or another. It seems to me 

that the public cannot expect all the varied forms of help they 

desire to be furnished for them gratis. If they are in earnest in 

their requests they should permanently support those who have 

hitherto provided the means at great cost to themselves. 
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By ARTHUR GOADBY, LATE CHAIRMAi'I OF THE NEW YORK SECTION 

OF THE AMERICAN S.P. R. 

The manifestation of an appa rently hig h order of intelligence 
a nd of supernormality in certain animals, one of the great surprises 
of modern research, seems to me to be a matter of considerable 
importance to psychical students because of the side-I ight it should 
throvv not only upon prevailing theories of evolution, but also 
upon the probl em of the supernorn1al in a ll its aspects, and 
perhaps even upon that supreme problem, the primal nature of 
Reality itself. 

For t hi s reason we should welcome the advent (this time in 
America) of a new animal prodigy, a Shetland pony named " Black 
Bear," who is a worthy successor to that now famous line of 
pioneers in this fi eld , Hans, Mahomet, Za rif, . R olf, Lola, Zou, 
a nd others , all of whom, however, have a lready, except the last, 
passed away. 

Black Bear is a jet-black stallion, stockily built, with a thick 
arched neck, a sensit ive nose and mouth a nd a keen expression of 
eye which is a t times most uncanny. Ordinarily phlegmatic and 
dignified, he yet at t imes can betray lively and intense emotions. 
He was foa led about eleven years ago on the Mississipp i River, 
and soon after came into the possession of hi s present owner, Mr. 
Thomas Barrett, former resident and ranchman of Missouri, but 
now living on the estate of Mr. W . W. Fuller, at Briar Cl iff, on 
the Hudson River in New York. Mr. Barrett is now 85 yea rs of 
age and whi le in some respects a rough diamond, he is a most 
interesting man, an orig inal medl ey of mystic, re lig ious enthusias t, 
experienced horseman an d unsophisticated schoolboy, w ith a good 
deal of native wit and evidently genius for insight into the 
minds of animals. 

Having ea rly perceived the great intelligence of hi s charge, and 
in particular his remarkable memory, his quick comprehension of 
the spoken word, and his evident recognition of the meanirig of 
letters and numbers, he was soon induced to teach him the alphabet , 
t he spelling of simple words and the simplest elements of 
arithmetic. But to his surprise he discovered that Black Bear 
had no sooner learned the rudiments of these subjects tha n he 
seemed to develop an intui t ive proficiency in them far surpass ing
that of his master, a phenomenon that has been so often s imila rly 
observed at E lberfeld and Mannheim. 
- Mr. Barrett has until very recently lived far from the centrPs 



"B LAC K BEAR,' ' THE PSYCHI C PONY O F N.Y. STATE. 187 

of cultura l li fe, out on the cattl e ranges of the \!Vest, a ft er having 
had in youth the advantages of only a few years of schooling; 
according ly he has no pretence to learning, but rather tends to 
under-rate it because of hi s relig ious turn of mind, and he is there
fore more than perplexed at the variety o.f informatio n, the mathe
matical skill and the wealth of idea and fancy that Black Bea r 
displays. 

Now these accomplishments of Black Bear' s, which casual 
observers usually ascribe to trickery on the part of his master. 
who , they aver , is a genius, a professional showman, a profound 
student, secretly versed in hi storic and class ic lore; for naturall y 
they are perplexed. It was more o r less in thi s very state of 
mind that I began my own invest igations. But after man y 
experiments in the course of the yea r I have convinced mysel f 
a nd proven to others, by tests which I w ill describe presently, that 
Mr. Barrett does not either intentiona lly o r subconsc iously prompt 
the pony during the performances nor rehearse any set programme 
beforehand; nnr are a ny two of these performances ever a li ke. 

My first acquaintance with Bl ack Bear was made last August 
(1927) , w hen Mr. Blig h Bond and J havi ng just hea rd of him from 
a mutual fri end, paid him our firs t v isit. Arriving late at Briar 
Cliff we had that cl ay only a few preliminary experiments in 
arithmeti c, in one of w hich the square root of 169 was immedi ate! y 
a nd correctly g iven. The next morning, however, Mr. Bond, 
electing to test him in mathematics, engaged in a brillia ntly, even 
sensationally, successful seri es of experiments that revealed at 
once that we were in the presence of a n ex t raordina ry phenomenon. 
I will here, however, on ly brie fl y refer to th is visit , as an accou nt 
of it has already appeared*. 

Bl ack Bear stood facing two racks upon which were suspended 
several rows o.f leather tabs bea ring metal letters and numbers. 
These he would use for his repli es, picking- them from the rack 
a nd releas ing them in to the hands of Mr. Barrett, who promptly 
restored them to their places , a system devised by Mr. Barrett, 
far preferable, I beli eve, to the system of stamp ing with the feet 
in a complicated a nd perplex ing code as employed w ith " thinking 
horses " hitherto. Mr. Bond began by chalking on the blackboa rd 
a figure, which the pony at once correctly named , spelling out the 
word " Square." Mr. Bond then requested the name o.f a line 
drawn between opposite corners o.f this fi g ure. Anticipating the · 
answer '.' Diagonal,'' he was amazed to have it defin ed as '' The 
line of the H ypothenu se , " a very quaint but correct definiti on. 
H e then requested the length o.f this diagona l when the sides of 
the square were five units in leng th, whereupon Black Bea r 
instantly replied " seven, " but retreating shook his head as if 

.y,« Psychic R esea rch ," J ourna l of the American Socie ty for P sychical R esea rch. 
J anuary, 1928 . 
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demurring at thi s result , rea li zing ev idently that the correc t 
amount being a surd cannot be exactly measured, " seven " being 
the neares t ·approximation in whole numbers. H owever , on 
request for the a mount of divergence he selected the numbers 
" 1 " a nd " 50," indicating tha t the leng th is l / 50th more than 
seven, an amount arrived a t by a method which Mr. Bond informs 
us was a conventional though inexact method of computing surds 
employed by the ancients, a fa ct which could hardly have been 
known to Mr. Ba rrett. Mr. Bond then having drawn w ithin the 
square a c ircle, which the pony at once defin ed ,. he asked for the 
measure of the square when t he circle was " 22 units in circum
ference." At once Black Bea r replied," vVon't go," but on the 
request to state what would go, he replied '' 21,'' again demurring 
at this result; neve rtheless " 21 " was the nearest possible 
amount in vvhole numbers, for it is likewise a surd. Mr. Bond 
now concluded hi s own series o f experiments by req uesting the 
lengths of the hypothenuse in two rig ht-ang led t ria ng les where 
the sides were three and four, a nd fi ve and twelve respectively. 
The answers were at once correctly g iven, whereupon he turned 
the pony over for experiment to me. 

Throughout these proceedings I had closely watched Mr. 
Barrett, endeavouring to detect any code of sig nals, in particular 
noting his action s a t each time the lette r " e " was about to 
recur in the spelling , but I could d etect no s ig nalling whatever. 
So feeling temporarily assured in respect t o thi s, yet thoroug hly 
convinced t hat this demonst rati on , if genuine, was beyond the 
powers of any t en-yea r-old being, eq_uin e o r human, however 
great a genius or well-trained, I concluded it could be explain ed 
only upon supernormal grounds and d ecided to test the pony first 
for cla irvoyance. Acco·rding ly I asked him if he saw any colour 
around my head. Immedi ately B lack Bear nodded a nd approach
ing craned hi s head forward and soft ly placed hi s nose against my 
forehead. " What colour?" I continued , whereupon he answered 
" Lig ht." Expecting still to get the na me of a colour, I asked : 
"Light what?" and much to my surpri se he spelled out the word 
'' R ays. '' H e had rejected my suggestion as to colour and 
seemed to be d escribing a n independent impression o·f his own. 

To satisfy myself as to a ny telepathy from Mr. Barrett, I now · 
concealed in my hand a knife a nd asked Bl ack Bea r to name it. 
H e nu zzled my ha nd for a minute, but fa il ed to answer, where
upon, beckoning l\lfr. Barrett to one side, I disclosed the knife to 
him, t hen returned a nd repeated my request, but in vain. I now 
asked: " H ow ma ny people a re there in t hi s room, Black Bear, 
not counting yo U1·self and that ho1·se in the corner?" " 3 " he 
replied, meaning, of course, Mr. Bond, Mr. Ba rrett a nd myself. 
" Do you see a ny others present?" " Yes." "How many 
others?"" 4. " "How m any are there then present a ltogether?" 
" 7." " H ow man y of the four are men?" " 2." " How many 
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are women ?'' '' 2 '' '' Can you get me any of t heir na mes ?'' 
Unfortunately at this moment Mr. Ba rrett interrupted, protesting 
that the pony was fatig ued, so _ I resumed my questioning tem
porarily along less occult lines , and queried : " Black Bear, what 
American President was assassinated in 1881 ?" \ i\i ithout 
hesitation he spelled " Ga rfield." " \i\Tho assassinated him?" 
I asked, inadvertently expecting the a nswer '' Czolgolz. '' The 
pony, however, greatly to my surprise and in sp ite of my own 
ha lf-mu ttered protests a nd the consequent attempt on the part o f 
Mr. Ba rrett to dissuade him, insisted o n proceedin g to spell the 
right na me, but to our perplex ity he spelled o ut " Geto," which 
was, however, presently recognized to be the phoneti c spelling 
for the name " Guiteau," which was, of course, correct . 

R everting to my former question I now asked again for the 
names of any of the women whom he had declared to be present 
a while ago , but he answered that they were " Gone now. " \,Vith
drawing a little apart I then clemanclecl " Do you see a nyo ne nea r 
me?" " Yes." " Is it a man?" " Yes." " Can you g ive me 
hi s first name? " H e turned to the rack and spelled " God," 
whe1·eupon I asked : '' Do you know Goel? D o you worship 
Him?" To these questions he nodded with a v igour and 
evident joyousness that were d elicious if not amusing to behold. 
Further requests for names brought no response, and t he session 
shortly ended, but at a later session, Black Bear having been asked 
whence be received his know ledge, replied, " From Goel " ; but 
importuned further to declare whether there were a ny agents 
employed by Goel to g ive this knowledge, Black Bear responded 
that there were " Many Angels," and after some littl e furth er 
importuning he fin ally volun teered w ith some relucta nce the names 
of Gabriel a nd Lodi. Now one ha rdly expects the Archangel 
Gabriel to be actually presen t communicat ing throug h our li ttle 
four-footed fri end, who was do ubtl ess here merely repeati ng a 
name he had heard ·from Mr. Barrett; but the na me " Lodi " 
seems to be orig inal, · a nd while it may have been improvised , for 
he often romances, nevertheless there are one or two consideration s 
that may eventually disclose a real significa nce in t hat name. 

Since these initial experi ences, I have during the past year had 
a bout ·twenty more sessions for purposes o f ex periment with 
Black Bear, a lways in the presence of witnesses and always faith
fully record ing during the sessions the events as they occurred . 
Some of these experiments we re held at Briar Cliff, others during 
entertainments g iven in private homes in New York City, for 
Black Bear has had quite a vogue this ·winter and Mr. Barret t 
has fr eq uently driven him clown in his motor-van , t hen leading
him into his host's home or apartments he has placed him on lifts 
OF wa lked him upstairs to p erform in drawing-room s, where 
bedecked in star-spangled surcingle and bejewell ed · hoof-pads, 
Black Bea r has demurely paced between the racks , ente rta in ing 
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children and confounding the wise. Not only has he been 
welcomed as q mystery and a wonder, but a lso as a de lig ht ful 
personali ty, o r in the words of one of his admirers , " An adorable: 
pheno menon. ' ' 

These pri va te performances have developed ma ny a mu sing 
i1!cidents, some of which I w ill re la te. At a n ex hibi t ion held by 
the New York Sectio n o f the A. S. P .R., Mr. Julien Ortiz handed 
me a card on w hich he had w ritten the question, " \ i\Tha t is the 
exact meaning in words of the chemical fo rmula H 20 ?" As 
director of t·he sess ion I read thi s questi on to the pony, but re
calling the old coll ege drinking song ' ' H ,S0.1 , '' which fo rmula , 
I beli eve , connoted cha mpag ne, I in ad ve rtentl y fo rg ot that H ,0 
meant " w ater " and interpreted it as the fo rmul a for alcohol, so 
I pre faced my questi on w ith t he remark, " Thi s, Black Bear, 
refers to something we Ameri cans enjoyed in t hose good cl ays 
which, a la s, a re no more ; so I don' t suppose you ever hea rd of it, 
did you?" But Black Bear merely nodded, wa lked to the rack a nd 
spe ll ed out the wo rd " H ooch " (sla ng fo r illic it w hi skey), rn uch 
to t he surpri se and a mu sement o f a ll. H e had in a fl as h impro
vi sed on the themes H ,0 (H, two O 's) a nd the sugg estion of 
a lcohol a nd uni ted them in the wo rd " H ooch." Now thi s answer 
so a pt, so humo·rous , so im prompt u, causes me to refl ect that 
somewhere w ithin or around t hat po ny there must be operat ing 
some sort o f a genius with a g ift for humour. As a nother exa mple 
of improvisati on, I will relate the foll owing : At a p rivate perfor
ma nce at the a partment of Mr. Goelet Gall a tin, las t May , someone 
asked: " What do you li ke best to eat, Bl ack Bea r ?" a nd he 
promptly responded , " Buns," a fo od for horses which w as new 
to me, so thinking he was roma ncing I asked if he liked them 
" hot or cold," whereupon he lifted from the rack the letter " X " 
and s topped. Now as w e were w onderin g what thi s meant, 
Professor Pike, the ma thematicia n , w hispered to me, " X equa ls 
unknown qu a nti ty, " but suddenly it dawned on me that Black 
Bea r had g iven a s ubtl e a nd crypt ic answer , "fo r he was sig na lling 
that he liked them hot, the " .X " o f course represent ing t he 
ma rk tha t bakers s ta mp on their " H ot .Cross Buns " at E aster. 

Black Bear never forgets the day of t·he week a nd month, a nd 
Mr. Ba rrett find s in him a n excell ent ca lenda r. H e has a lso an 
uncanny faculty for find ing o ut s t ra ngers fir st na mes , w hether 
by super-refin ement o f hea ring or by telepath y or otherwi se. At 
one o f the performa nces last D ecember before the N ew York 
S ection, as a test of te lepathy, I requested Mr. Button , a Tru stee 
o f the A. S . P. R ., to concent rate on t he firs t na me o f any person 
in the audience , there being a bout fif ty people present. Mr. 
Button and Black Bea r s il ently fa ced each other for full y a minute, 
but appa rentl y w ithout 1·esult. A few mo ments la ter , however, 
Mrs. Sartori s. Hirs t, w ho was s it ting .on t he sta irs above, ca ll ed 
down: " Black Bear , w ha t na me a m ·1 thinking of now ?" a nd 
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immediately he spell ed out the name '' Olga, '' an d as he was 
reachin'g for the letter " G " Mrs. Hirst ca ll ed clown to me, "He's 
getting it! " Mr. Button, who had not heard Mrs. Hirst's ex
clamation, a few mom ents later a pproached me and rema rked, 
" It's very c urious but ' Olga ' was the na me I concentrated on, 
a nd I have not mention ed it to a nyone . '' This may have been a 
case of collective telepathy. " O lga " was known to fow persons 
present an d was an absolute stranger both to Black Bear, Mr. 
Barrett a nd myself. Mrs. Theus Munds , w ho was seated on t he 
floor in front, next cal led out, " What is my first name, Black 
Bear?" And to her aston ishment he repli ed, " E lsie " ; but then 
he had given a performa nce at Mrs. Mu nds' only two p1onths 
befo·re, a n<l he may have then overheard her na me and remembered 
it. Black Bear was now being importuned for other fir st names, 
so that finally when o ne lady asked for hers he languid ly spell ed 
out " Does she know? " perhaps beginning to wonder if huma n 
beings ever forgot who they were. These public tests, of course, 
are not very conclusive, but Mr. Fuller a nd others have related to 
me severa l occas ions w here under exce llent test conditions Black 
Bear bas seemed to show uncanny omni science in this respect. 

A more conclusive demonstration of the s upernorma l, however, 
is the following, which occurred last spring befo re a la rge 
a udience, witnesses to which were Mrs. H enry Warner an<l Mrs . 
Duncan Candler, of New York, and others. Mr. Barrett held up 
a blackboard and as a test in a<ld ition called fo r numbers from 
the audience, a nd the fo llowing were volunteered a n<l at once 
chalked <lown: 

8643 
3432 
2897 
6673 
1776 

Mr. Barrett then waved the slate for an instant arou nd the 
pony's bead, then moved back, turned the back of the slate toward 
both the pony a nd the a udi ence a nd sa i<:I, " Now, Black Bea r, 
do you k now the answer?" And Black Bea r, who had not g iven 
more than a n instant's casual g la nce at t he board, imm ediately 
nodded and picked off the consecutive fi g ures 23421. H e had 
not calculated, addi ng column by column , but had conce ived the 
total by some mysteriou s intuition in a fl ash. Sim il ar in stances 
I have witnessed ma ny times, and as he appears usua lly to know 

. the answer as soon as the last number is called out, he may 
probably register these numbers through his bearing as well as 
through hi s s ig ht. 

As another illustrat ion of his accuracy, I will cite the following: 
At the same " pony party " at the Gallatins, the following 
occurred : 
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Mrs. Galla tin : " \!'/ ho was Pres ident o f tJ1 e U .S . 111 1861? " 
Black Bear : '' Lincoln . '· 
Mrs . Ca :1dler: " Who assassin ated h im? " 
Black Bear : " Booth. " 
Mrs. Ca ndler: " In what city did tha t happen ?" 
Black Bear: " \ i\Tashing ton. " 
Mr. Goad by : " vVhat happened to Booth a fterwards?" 
Black Bea r: " H e broke his leg. " 
A Voice : " vVliat was Booth' s first na me ?" 
Black Bear: " \ i\T ilkes." 
Now I do ubt if t hese question s had ever been asked him before . 

B lack Bear does not frequent libra ri es nor read books. He never 
went to coll ege nor had a p rivate t utor a nd is o nly eleven yea rs 

_old a nd spends a lmost all of hi s life a lone in hi s stall and only 
occasio na lly does he g o fo rth to g ive entertainments, a nd when 
he does he is giv ing inform ation not acquiring it. In the above 
conversation the reply concernin g Booth's fir st nam e w as a 
<:: urious one. In the hi stori es Boo th is a lways " John Wilkes," 
but to his fri ends he was known s imply as " :\i\Tilkes." How 
came Black Bear to s ta te it t hat way ? If he had learned it from 
b ooks , he would undoubtedly have g iven the full na me. 

Now va ri ous ex pla nat ions have b_e en s uggested by Bl ack Bear's 
p erplexed admirers to account for his performances and the first 
usua ll y offered is tha t he is s imply a trick ho rse. This would 
imply , o f course, that there is a secret code o f s ig na ls employed 
b y Mr. Ba rrett directed to the eye or ear o·r skin o f the pony; 
a nd so to conv ince th ese sceptics a nd myself a s to this matter 
wit h absolute fin a li ty I had recourse to t he foll owing t est s. At 
several priva te exhibi t ion s I asked three people in the a udience to 
d 10ose a certa in letter or number a nd to observe Ba rrett closely 
·whenever an y of these w ere likely to be cho.sen by the pony; one 
o f th em to note what sound s he produced, verbal o r otherw ise; 
another wha t motions he made w ith ha nds , whip, eyes, feet, etc. ; 
a nd t he third to observe wha t to uches he gave with either whip 
or ha nd s ; then each w as cautioned to observe whether identical 
acts were repeated w hen the sa me letter or number was about 
to be again selected. In every case these observers have con
fessed that they we re baffl ed. Ba rret t a t t he c riti cal moments 
when the chosen letter or number wa s about to recur never acted 
t wice the same \\·ay ; a t one time he m ight be s peaki ng , a t others 
silent; he gave no secret w hi spers , coug h s , s ig hs, nor snorts; 
sometimes for long peri ods the whip mig ht be laid as ide ; or he 
mig ht a t one time be ·walking about; at others m otionl ess , except 
when reaching for th e tabs a nd replaci ng them , a nd t his· routine 
act was casual and un studi ed. But since th e materi a li st or the 
profess iona l conjurer may cav il a t t hese precautions a nd remind 
us that an a nim ai ca n be directed by a secret g !ance of the eye 
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or the twirl of a t humb, I ·will relate further a nd perhaps more 
convincing tests. 

On several occas ions, each t ime in different surroundings , I 
have produced a pack of large playing cards and have had these 
shuffl ed for me by an associate; then manreuvring so that all the 
people in the room were behind me and the pony in front, I lifted 
off the top card, held it close to his eyes and asked him to name 
it. In every case he has successfully d one so, no one but he, of 
course, knowing what it was; nor were there a ny mirrors, refl ect
ing walls, nor hidden confederates arou nd. Mr. Barrett used at 
first to be a little nervous about these experiments, for several 
people have tri ed in the past to trick Black Bea r in order to dis
credi t him, and he decla res that the p ony never makes a mistake, 
a n opinion in which I for t he most part concur. The following is 
rather an amusing incident during one of these tests:-

On one side of s ix uniform blank cards, about 5 by 6-in. squa re, 
I had drawn with crayons six different dev ices simila r to those 
which t he pony had often previously shown me tha t he could 
identify and name. So one morning last Ja nuary Mrs. Janet 
Fuller and myself performed the following experim ent: Mrs . 
Fuller having shuffled these ca rd s handed them to me with their 
faces down, whereupon employing precisely the same tactics as 
with the pl ay ing cards I displayed them sing ly to the pony in the 
following sequence, as it afterwards transpired : I, Heart; 
2, Ci rcle ; 3, Cross; 4, Square, etc . 

Now sometimes Bl ack Bear waxes facetious, espec ially when 
bo1·ed with experiments, so afte1· viewing the first ca rd he languidly 
paced to the rack and repli ed , " I wi ll tell you on New Year 's 
Day." As this particular day was the 9th of Ja nuary he was 
putting the answer off as long as possible. Anxious for the 
success of thi s experiment I urged him to answer, knowing well 
he knew it, but w ithout ava il. H e only fra med an excuse a i;id 
regretted to inform me that he had " le ft his g lasses." So, with
drawing this particul a r ca rd, I ra ised the nex t and presented it 
to his exclus ive gaze, but aga in with no success. H e remained 
long sil ent until a t las t, st ill obdurate and tanta li zing , he spelled 
the wor·d " Squa re." At once J g la nced at t he ca rd a nd in my 
disap pointment I involuntarily exclaimed, " H e has made a 
mistake," but at these words 1\1.fr . Ba rrett became very much 
irritated, for he is very jealous of the reputation of the pony, and 
expostula ted , " He knows it well enoug h!" " \!Veil , then, Mr. 
Barrett," said I, " pl ease make him a nswer," whereupon I held 
up the third card in the same manner and Bl ack Bear on command 
of hi s master a t once corr ectly named it_, spelling out the word 
'' Cross.'' This, and the preceding experiments seem to me 
definitely to establish the fact o.f the pony's independence and to 
di spose of any charge as to prompting by Barrett either by any 
method of s ig nalling or by telepathy. 
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S imila r experiments have been successfully made with cards by 
others I could name, for in s ta nce , Mr. L. C. Thayer , o f O ssining , 
a nd Dr. S . V . Lawton , of New York , w ho once in the absence o f 
Mr. Ba rrett s ucceeded in getting the pony to state the deno mina
t ions on a num ber of different silver coins by inducing him to 
deli ver them to him in any a mount reques ted, pickin g them off 
from t he edge of a tabl e ; an d Black Bea r furthermore perform ed 
for him a li tt le ga me he often plays at his enter tainments with 
Ba rrett , making change fo.r imagin ary a mounts. Ag ain at the 
Ga lla tin pa rty one of t he in tern ational polo players present h anded 
me a book wit h t he t it le, " Sunset Gun " in sma ll letters . This 
I exhibi ted to Bl ack Bear , M r . Barrett sta nding too fa r aw ay to 
be a bl e to di s ting ui sh it, nevertheless the pony at once, a fter an 
ins ta nt 's g la nce , co rrectly spelled out the title, playfully sub
stituting, however , a n " m " fo_r the last letter. Many other 
insta nces could be g iven w hic h shou ld convince even a physical 
scient ist o r a uni vers ity psycho logist, but I a m not sa ng uine that 
they w ill. Ri g ht conviction is a subj ect ive matter, a nd is possibly 
only w here <letac hment and experi ence t ake the place o f self
interest a nd emotion. 

Now as fo r telepathy as a factor present in Black Bear's extra
o rdina ry and mysterious perfo rmances , it may be a n occasional 
a nd concomi tant feature, but it is not the essent ial fac tor, the 
Causa Causans . The card exper im ents a re conclusive of that. 

Natu ra lly, Black Bear has been a nin e-days ·won<l er to us, for 
few in Ameri ca have hea rd of t he prodigies o f Elberfeld, so even 
when convinced o f hi s independence ma ny o f us a re a pt to marvel 
the more a nd to conce ive a n exalted estimate o f the a nima l mind. 
But in my v iew t hi s would be a n unwarra nted presumption for his 
ideas are fa r too recondi te to be attributed to t he cerebral pro
cesses of a ten-yea r-old horse. "\iVe used to anthropomorphise our 
D eity; we now are in danger o f anthropomorphising our pets. 

2. T HEORY A S T O CAUSATION . 

\ ii/hence then orig ina te these ma nifes ta t ions of varied informa
t ion, of tact, humour, comprehension? Certa inly they cannot a ll 
have been elabora ted in hi s norma l surface consciousness . One 
fea t alone is concl us ive o f that, na mely vvhere he insta ntly sta.tes 
the sum to tal o f a column o.f five rows of numbers , t he answer 
apparently welling up from the mysterious d ep ths o f hi s inner 
consciousness . We must therefo re accord to the a nima l t he same 
complex nature as to ourselves a nd recognize in him the existence 
of a subconscious mind . But we must accord to him a super
conscious mind also, fo r the subconsciousness is but that co-con
scious a rea o f the mind which records a nd refl ects upon the 
contents of terrestria l sense experience , whereas Black Bear a t · 
times expresses ideas far transcending the experiences and reflec
ti ons o f a short and fettered life , ideas not to be accounted for by 
-hi s circumscribed env ironment a nd training-. In short, Black Bear 
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betrays all the evidences of being at times en rapport with a realm 
of reality that transcends the world of sense-experience quite 
beyond the domain of the subconsciousness, and this rapport is 
a fun ction of the superconsciousness, that area of the mind which 
records and reflects upon the contents of supersensual experience. 

Now if Black Bear is ever en rapport with the Cosmic or 
Universal mind, as some may claim, he seems to me to show 
considerable reserve about it. F or instance, at my firs t interview 
I requested the name of the highest mountain in South America, 
and he seemed to ponder for a long w hil e, but fa il ed to state it. 
The Cosmic Mind should be presumed to know this and to be able 
to impart it to him, as well as it imparts 9ther facts to him and 
helps him solve abstruse problems in a rithrnetic. 

The theory of direct rapport then with the Cosmic Conscious
ness seems to me to have serious objections, but if we should 
proceed on the hypothesis of a superconscious ·rapport with the 
discarnate we obviate many difficulties. In the first place Black 
Bear during his performances exhibits the intellect of a highly 
cultured human being . His knowledge, tact, wit, courtesy and 
poise, even his occas ional manifestations of boredom and in 
difference, of sophistication and dislike, a re all di stinctly human 
traits. H e evinces neither the divine, the animal, nor the 
elemental, but di st inctl y the huma n. 

Black Bear's gen ius seems to me to lie first in hi s gift for 
rappo·rt, and second in the translucence of the various strata or 
planes of hi s conscious state. In respect to this second factor, 
translucence, we know from our studies in the dis sociation of 
person ality that the original an<:! primal personality is often un
aware of both the second and third personalities and the second is 
unawa re of the third, but the third is aware of a ll three. The 
translucence tends to divert the stream of consciousness in only 
one direction, owing perhaps to some peculiarity in the modulation 
or striation of what I mig ht call the crystalloids of the psychic 
essence. We find this peculiarity of one-way awa reness very pro
nounced in the classic cases of Miss Beaucha mp and Dori s Fischer, 
and it may indicate the solution of the phenomena of Black Bear; 
for just as the lucidity flows from one more or less insulated and 
dissociated personality to another, so does it flow through the 
several co-conscious, but more or less insulated strata, of Black 
Bear 's psychic organism; only, of course, in his case the lucidity 
at times flows in either direction. 

Normal be ings, because of ea rly disuse of certain faculties, are 
only " one-way avenues " so to speak, whereas Black Bear is a 
sort of psychic shuttle. Or again employing the analogy of a 
telescope, Bl ack Bear's psychic sections are so adjustable and his 
lenses so translucent that certain types of " pictures " presented 
at either end may be visioned at the other-an analogy very ap
plicable to that type of communication named " pictographic " 
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by Professor H yslop. Yet, I beli eve tha t Black Bear is not merely 
an automa ton, fo r he often tinges the product according to the 
colour o f his own momentary views, emotions and des ires . An 
amusing illust ra tion of thi s occurred las t winter when some very 
sedate ladies were having an interview and he was most decorous 
and polite, but finall y when one of them asked him if be liked 
apples be suddenly became very much per turbed, and replied, 
" Hell, no !" much to the surpri se of the d ear lady and the 
chagrin of Mr. Ba rrett. Now I doubt if the reverent-minded will 
ever admi t that this reply was di ctated by the Cosmic Oversotil 
or any of its intermedia ri es ; and it is certa inly to be hoped that 
the d eparted soon forget the name of t hat place to which we are 
so apt to consig n our enemies . 

But Bl ack Bear 's lapse. from hi s usual decorum was due to t he 
fac t that whereas form erly deli cious apples were g rown on the 
Fuller esta te, latterly all his apples have come from the village 
fruit v end or and be bas objected to t heir odour and innocently 
enoug h be g ave vent to hi s antipathy by employing a somewha t 
empha ti c and colloqui al term. As another indication that Black 
Bear is not merely a medium , there is t he fac t tha t dur ing his per
formances he betrays no symptoms of trance, but rather appears 
to be a t hi s best w hen most awake a nd especia lly lively and bright 
when in the presence of a brillian t a nd appreciative audien ce. 

One therefore mig ht well he just ifi ed in the conclusion that 
Black Bear is jus t a normal t houg h very intel ligent horse ; but 
that there are certain modula tions of hi s supernormal na ture that 
enable him to enter in to ra pport with di scarna te and therefore 
invisible human beings, w ho t houg h they have passed from 
physical ma nifesta tion, !1evertheless reta in the memori es of th eir 
incarna te ex is tence and to some extent hold it in affection ; and 
they may even desire to serve those still on ea rth by using any 
means they can to g ive t hem some evidence of survival. N ow in 
favour of thi s theory of a di scarna te influence as the essential 
causation, in at leas t a large part of the phenomena , there are 
seve ral curious bits of evidence which, however , at present require 
a li t tle more elucidation, which, therefore, I ·would prefer to present 
at some future time. 

ARTHUR G OADBY. 
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. THE CASE OF MR. C. E. 

ONE OF THE CURES MADE BY TITUS BULL, M.D. 

Recorded by HELEN C. LAMBERT. 

In attempting to give an outline of this case, I find it difficult to 
condense it within the scope of a magazine article and, at the same 
time, to describe all developments chronologically. When the case 
was completed, the record contained thirty-nine sittings, some as 
long as fifteen, and even twenty, typed pages, with additional pages 
of annotations. Not only is the case long, but it is extremely complex, 
involving many different personalities. For this reason it is confusing 
to the reader, and in order to simplify it I shall describe the group of 
entities before speaking of the progress of the case, instead of men
tioning them in their order of manifestation during the course of the 
record. 

It should be understood that in speaking as though the spiritistic 
hypothesis were .accepted, or acceptable, throughout, I have no desire 
to impose a personal opinion or analysis. The method used by Dr. 
Bull is based upon the assumption of that hypothesis, and constant 
repetition of such phrases as "purporting to be," and "the supposed 
Dr. H ." would greatly confuse the issue . The only possible way of 
conveying an idea of this case is to tell the story as simply as possible, 
without such cumbersome phraseology, assuming that the communica
tors are the persons whom they represent themselves to be. We, who 
have followed these records for two years, have received so many 
evidences of identity, that'we have reason to accept the communicators 
of the group of healers as the personalities claimed. 

As for the obsessing entities who communicate, some have been 
fair! y well identified . The others are taken at their face-value ; for, 
even allowing for masquerading, which all experienced investigators 
have encountered, we find that whether these entities are what they 
represent themselves to be, or not, they are consistent, throughout 
long records, as to characteristic speech, action, and purpose. Who
ever or whatever they may be, they remain distinctly themselves to the 
end of the record, and even occasionally manifest later, in the same 
consistent manner, through other mediums. We have had such cases, 
with cross-references evidential, if not of the true identity, at least 
of consistent and persistent personality. 

In a former article I have described the procedure followed. For 
those who may not have read this it may be said, briefly, that Dr. Bull's 
experience has led him to believe that many so-called incurable cases 
of neurosis and insanity are the result of spirit obsession ; also that 
frequently, when a patient is merely suffering from a mild form of 
nervous maladjustment, it may be found to be caused by the too 
close contact of some entity whose memory of physical symptoms is 
impressed on the patient. Upon this assumption the patient is brought 
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into contact with a medium who knows nothing about him, and who 
is not allowed to converse with him. The medium gradually reveals 
the incidents and environment in his history, which have led to his 
breakdown ; transmits communications from the helping forces of 
the Group which assists and directs Dr. Bull, who give diagnoses, 
advice as to regimen and other directions. 

The medium is never wholly entranced, and always is able to inhibit 
demonstrations ; but from time to time, by direction of the Group, 
she permits the manifestation of some entity who may be in contact 
with the patient. 

When an obsessor manifests through the medium, Dr. Bull speaks 
with the entity and tries to make him understand that in seeking physical 
sensation through the body of another, he not only is-injuring his victim, 
but sacrificing his own freedom and development. As Dr. Bull has 
found that he has a certain healing power by placing his hands on the 
patient, he treats the patient in this manner, either after the seance, 
or during it, according to the directions of the Group. 

In the case of Mr. C . E., as in all of the serious cases which Dr. Bull 
has handled, group obsession is evident. That is, besides the first 
entity who has made contact with the patient, and whom we call the 
primary, there is a group of entities whose impressions are super
imposed upon the primary obsessor, all of whom with one exception, 
are selfish in purpose. The primary obsessor seldom manifests in the 
early sittings. Just as he is the one most deeply imbedded in the 
patient's consciousness, so he appears to be the last to be removed. 
The process is similar to the removal of strata, or sheaths, layer by 
layer, until the primary o bsessor is reached. In the case under dis
cussion the primary manifested very slightly at the fourth seance, 
but was not completely severed from the patient until the last, or 
thirty-ninth session. ' 

It is to be noted that in every case, symptoms increase just before 
the crisis, or complete severance of the contact of an entity. This may 
be attributed to excitement and confusion on the part of the obsessor 
when he realises that he must yield. It is also evident that when the 
false energy supplied by obsessors is removed from the patient, he 
becomes weak, and more or less prostrated for a short time . These 
facts, which seem to be quite in accordance with pathological experi
ence indicate why a quick method such as "shocking," or forcibly re
moving an entity, might easily be injurious to both patient and entity, 
retarding the building up of the first, and the education and develop
ment of the second. However, at the present time the process, while 
gradual, is becoming very much more rapid than it was a few months 
ago. One may assume that as in all experimental work, the technique 
improves with experience. Another reason given for the more rapid 
progress will be found under the heading of "Abstracts," or communi
cations quoted from the record . 

The symptoms, facts of history and environment, and suggestions 
for regimen, are frequently given through an obsessor in control of 
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the medium. Apparently this is done with the double purpose of 
giving necessary information while at the same time training the 
entity by bringing him into communication with the doctor . When 
manifesting through the medium the entity can be made to realise more 
clearly that he has passed out of the body; a fact of which many seem 
to be unaware until they have demonstrated once or twice. 

For convenience of distinction I shall speak of the helping forces 
as " Communicators," and of .the obsessors and other entities as 
" Controls." Not that there is a fundamental difference in the type 
of communication, save that the helping forces rarely choose to control 
the actions of the medium; whereas the obsessors are permitted to do 
so for demonstration. Indeed, we are sometimes told of a "double 
control "in which a helper holds control of the medium while allowing, 
or even forcing, an obsessor to speak through her . The helpers appear 
to feel that this double control is a valuable achievement in technique. 

In addition to these principal points which seem necessary for an 
understanding of the work, a brief outline of Mr. C. E.'s history is 
important to comprehension. 

HISTORY. 

When Mr. C. E. came to Dr. Bull it was difficult to obtain any 
facts by direct questioning, for he babbled ceaselessly and was unable 
to keep to any subject except his painting and inventions, and the 
fame which they would bring him. It was only by patient attention 
that the doctor was able to piec: together some outline of his history, 
for the poor man was most weansome and had no mercy upon anyone 
who would listen to him, although in other ways he was instinctively 
courteous. Most of the important facts of his early history were revealed, 
bit by bit, through statements made by the medium and confirmed by 
the patient. 

Although only forty-nine years of age, this patient talked and acted 
like a senile old man . He was unable to concentrate enough to reply 
to a question. It seemed amazing that he had been able to appear 
and act normally enough while at work, to have kept a position. Up 
to the age of eleven he had been normally healthy, although his child
hood was unhappy. His parents were poor, but not illiterate, and 
came of a better class, socially, than their neighbours. At the age of 
eleven he received an injury to the head from a blow. He developed 
epilepsy, the attacks increasing in frequency until he was taken to a 
hospital, where a surgeon planned to operate for pressure on the brain. 
The surgeon died and the operation was never performed. The boy 
was taken home. The epileptic seizures continued for some time. 
When they ceased they left him morose and inclined to solitude. 
He was unable to concentrate and his schooling, owing to bad health, 
was intermittent. 

This injury to the head and the subsequent stay in hospital, were not 
mentioned by the patient. He only recalled these facts when they were 
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stated by the medium, and then said that he had been unconscious for 
several hours after receiving the injury. The period of adolescence was 
much disturbed by obscene visions and impulses. The habits of mas
turbation was formed, and continued up to the time of his treatment 
by Dr. Bull. This also was revealed by the medium and confirmed 
by the patient. 

From early childhood the patient had a mechanical turn and loved 
to use tools. He went to work at the age of fourteen, but bad health 
interfered with his holding a regular i:;osition. He was constantly 
troubled by a dual stream of consciousness, causing mental conflict and 
preventing decision. This double stream of consciousness persisted, 
from boyhood, up to the time of the cure. An extraordinary feature was 
that it only attained a violent stage of mental conflict when the patient 
was alone. It confused him somewhat when meeting other people 
socially, which made him still more of a recluse; but as he grew older 
it seemed not to interfere with his work, and he was able to maintain 
himself frugally, and even held a minor i:;osition in one company for 
ten years. He lived alone in a rented room leading the life of a hermit, 
spending all leisure time in working on mechanical inventions, and later, 
in drawing and painting. He had a natural love of refinement and beauty. 

A friend gave him a Ouija board. He found that he could obtain 
messages, and later he used a pencil for automatic writing and drawing. 
He received a message telling him to try crayons. Then followed a 
long period during which he drew, automatically, grotesque crayon 
pictures of creatures which he sometimes saw around him. A message 
in automatic writing then instructed him to buy oil paints. After 
some successful efforts at painting in oils, a mental conflict of a different 
nature developed . There seemed to be a force impelling the pro
duction of the grotesque figures , while another force urged an entirely 
different type of painting. He seemed to be directed, first by one, 
then by another control. 

_Finally a message by automatic writing informed him that the evil 
influence had been driven away, and that he would paint under the 
guidance of the communicator, who was a great artist. This entity 
clairned to be one Josef Selleny, and said he was born near Vienna, 
had exhibited in the Imperial Art Gallery, and accompanied the then 
Crown Prince Franz Joseph on a world tqur, and had gone to Mexico 
with Maximilian . He told the patient that when he returned from 
Mexico to Austria he was made president of the Art League, and 
that he died in Austria . The work done under this influence is 
interesting, but as the patient was completing a large landscape under 
this control, another conflict took place. Mr. C. E. became so violently 
deranged that some of the persons who roomed in the house called 
an ambulance. and he was taken to an institution for the insane. 
After a period of restraint he appeared to recover an outwardly normal 
mental state, and w;;.s released; when he came to Dr. Bull and asked 
for hel p . 

The entity who gave his name as Selleny, has not manifested since 
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this last violent conflict.* The facts which he stated about himself 
have been verified and it has been ascertained that he died insane. 

DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS . 

The earlier work is in pencil, and has intricate and lovely designs. 
One drawing, in particular, covers a large sheet of pa per a bout two or 
more feet square, with delicate spirals and spider-web designs, in one 
unbroken line . The pencil has not been lifted from the paper. In 
the crayon work the lurid and repulsive predominates. The colours 
are heavy, and the figures are monsters with heads like gargoyles 
which have no bodies, but are set on what appears to be a mass of 
viscera. In spite of ugliness, these figures are far from being without 
artistic merit. The drawing is effective, and the leering, vicious 
faces are extraordinary. 

Two of Mr. C.E.'s attempts at oil painting when not under control 
are landscapes of the crude sort, which anyone with a little. sense of 
colour and perspective might achieve. The brush-work is clumsy and 
heavy, and they are evidently the work of a beginner, or of a clever 
child who has never before handled paints. I have seen but one of the 
paintings done under the Selleny control, the last, over which the 
final conflict occurred. It is a canvas about twenty-eight inches 
long, by twenty inches, and represents a lonely lake with masses of 
forest foliage around it. There are distant mountains in the back
ground. It is almost impossible to believe that this picture was 
painted by the same hand which executed the two crude pictures 
which I have described. Perspective, colouring, and detail show 
astonishing technique. Hidden in the delicate masses of foliage 
are the heads of animals which C.E. did not discover until they were 
called to his attention by automatic writing, in which he was told of 
the symbolism in his picture. During the conflict which took place 
as the painting was completed, Mr. C.E. was impelled, against his will, 
to paint out a delicate sky by covering it with a lurid red. My son 
was so interested in this painting that he offered a liberal sum for it, 
with the assurance that it would be available at any time, for exhibition 
or for copy. The communicators of the Group, however, told th.e 
patient that he must not part with it. 

GROUP OF 0BSESSORS. 

(i) Old Man R elative.-Had paresis (dementia paralytica). Senile. 
An egotistical babbler. Was a drunkard. Sexual. Brings cough. 

(ii) Mahommedan Priest.-Masquerades as benevolent wise-man. 
Very clever. Sexual. Violent. Stimulates ambition for fame and 
power. 

(iii) Sexual Maniac.-Elderly man picked up at spiritistic circle. 
Not allowed to manifest because language too obscene. Brings cough. 

*I find that the entity made two errors: The painter spelled his name Joseph 
instead of Josef, and while he visited Brazil and N. Africa with Maximilian, I 
can find no authority who mentions Mexico. 
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(iv) Half-Breed Mexican Indian.-Inspired lurid pictures, and those 
of Aztec character. Very sensual. 

SECONDARY ENTITIES. 

,i) An Driental.-Man who assists priest. 
(ii) Young Man.-Brought later by priest, to assist him . A dipso

maniac. Diseased. 
(iii) A Chinese or Japanese .- Gentle character interested in painting . 

Willing to co-operate with Doctor for good of Patient. 
(iv) Young Indian Girl.-Easily removed. 
VaFious relatives trying to help Patient. Names verified by him. 

A brother, John; a brother, W.E.; Aunt Mary; Maggie, a friend; 
an old man accepted by the helpers, who wishes, by working under the 
Group, to atone for trouble he " unwittingly caused the patient." 
(Primary?) He seems to have a soothing influence upon Patient. 
Might be Selleny, but this is not stated. Instead of assisting the 
patient, the well-meaning relatives have added to his confusion, 
because of their own lack of knowledge of psychic laws. 

CHARACTERISTICS AND EFFECTS OF 0BSESSORS . 

Mahommedan Priest . 
This is the first obsessor t~ i;nanifest through the medium. He 

demonstrates at the second s1ttmg. The medium seems reluctant 
to allow him to speak, and asks the doctor if he wishes a full demonstra
tion so that he may know with what a violent entity he is dealing. 
The doctor requests the medium to allow enough of a demonstration 
for full understanding . The entity is arrogant and defiant. Were 
the medium entranced she would strike the doctor with any con
venient weapon, before speaking to him. As it is, she permits a certain 
amount of violence, depicting a vicious force and his passionate hatred 
of all who are not of his faith. She snarls, hisses, and springs at 
the doctor's throat. 

After a few such violent demonstrations the entity, at the fifth 
seance shows confusion of thought, although he continues to display 
violent hatred. He declares that the doctor and his helpers are hundreds 
of years behind, in knowledge ; that he himself, and his caste, are 
"the aristocrats of learning." He says, " ·while your priests talk 
foolishness from the altars, we surely kill at the roots. When 
you call on your dozens, I, if I need, call upon thousands ." He claims 
hypnotic power, and makes passes over the doctor. Is enraged at 
their lack of effect. 

The communicators instruct the patient how to resist impressions 
from the priest, who boasts that he has made the patient, and many 
others, think him a great patriarch and a holy wise-man. 

Priest shrinks from a light. It seems not to be the Recorder's 
lamp, but a light which is invisible to us. He cries out in fear of the 
light, and is told by the communicators that it would be worse for 
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him if they threw him into outer darkness, instead of forcing him into 
the light. 

The medium appears to have a terrible struggle to escape from 
something; crouching, and convulsed with fear. The patient reacts 
to this struggle only by trembling. In his position (lying on operating 
table) he cannot see the medium. The medium is weak and nauseated 
after the priest's demonstration, but recovers quickly. A communi
cator says, " How could such hate have survived down through the 
ages?" The patient's improvement after this seance is marked. 
Young Man. 

At the thirteenth sitting, the priest, realising that he is losing control, 
brings an assistant to help him. This is a young man of modern 
times, not an Oriental. His language is so vile that the medium 
refuses much of it. The entity reproaches the doctor for " trying 
to throw them all out." Speaks of having been a drunkard. Is 
afraid of an Indian foree among the helpers of the Group. He says 
he and the old man (Primary) are having a "rough time" to hang on, 
and that the old man" is a bit of a rake " in spite of his age. Says 
he feels heavy and sleepy (The usual effect produced by the helpers 
on a violent entity, to subdue him and to spare the medium). Feels 
all the symptoms of the results of former debauches. Says that he 
haunts places where he can smell liquor, implying that he feels certain 
reactions through the medium of persons who are drinking. Says 
he is diseased, and "just rotting away"; that the patient feels badly 
too. Says the patient is like a fiddle with four strings ; when one is 
out of tune the others suffer also. He hears someone say: "Why 
don't you tune in with God." Replies that he cannot see Him. He 
goes on to explain that he was brought up under the sign of the cross, 
but never liked the way the churches harped on the agony and cruci
fixion, saying," Do you think it is right to make Him die every minute, 
like they do in the churches ?" Medium is weeping as entity leaves. 
Communicators say that this entity is now in a state of mind where 
he can be taught and helped by those on their side. 

Sexual Maniac. 
I have said that this entity was not permitted to demonstrate. At 

the fourth sitting he is described as " Madly sexual,- -as crazy as ever 
any has been. I ask you if you know that that road has been worn, 
secretly, for years ? "(Allusion to habit of self-abuse.) " Not implying 
that it is necessarily so now. It explains the attraction, and shows 
why he (Entity) is around. This ·one has held the patient, for hours, 
under domination. If the patient's characteristics had not been what 
they are, there would have been far worse conditions for him to meet. 
And crime would have been committed." (The patient is naturally 
gentle and refined.) 
Old Man Relative (Primary). 

This entity's first manifestation is at the fourth sitting, but is a very 
feeble one. He is said to have had paresis. Is very egotistical and argu-
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mentative, but senile and foolish, babbling aimlessly, always about 
himself, as "We," which is his manner of speaking of the patient and 
him.self a.s inseparable. The traits of the Old Man are characteristic 
of the patient ; but the medium has not talked with the patient or seen 
him, except when he was lying quietly on the doctor's table . The 
entity is feeble, but can pull himself (Medium) out of chair and take 
little, trembling steps. 

As the sittings proceed the entity complains that it is becoming 
difficult for him to talk, and reproaches the doctor for checking his 
talk. It is true thf>.t the doctor has checked the patient when he was 
garrulous, but this was when alone with him after the seance, and not 
in the medium's presence . The Old Man tries to sing in a cracked 
voice. He says that "sometimes five go into our house," which is his 
way of speaking of the patient's body. The entity says that Charlie 
(name of patient given for fast time) was ill when a boy. That three 
doctors examined him and said there was something soft in his head. 
He, the entity, claims that something was " blocked." 

This old man is not to be removed forcibly. Gradually he is being 
taught and helped, until he shall be willing to leave voluntarily, out of 
regard for the patient for whom he seems to have a selfish affection, 
and also because he wil! grow to realise that he himself will be better 
away from the contact. 

The patient · has an attack of erysipelas of the face, and goes to a 
hospital for a week. Through the medium, who is unaware of this, the 
Old Man tells of "their " experience. He speaks of seeing a man's 
leg put in plaster, and says that something was done to the patient 
which "shocked the old man out"; meaning himself. The com
municators tell us that the shock mentioned was a painful treatment,
the application of ice to the inflamed face, which acted like a galvanic 
battery in its effect upon the entity. The Old Man describes a spirit 
doctor (W.T .B.) who has talked to him and who is going to help him. 
The entity says he will do as he is told, but that when he leaves the 
patient, as he now does at times, the patient feels "empty." 

The communicators say that the brain control which the old man 
has had over the patient, has been severed, but that bodily memory 
conditions are felt . At a later sitting the entity says that he has lost 
interest in everything and feels as though he were "dying all over 
again." (This re-enactment of the death throes is a common occurrence 
with an entity at the time of. complete removal.) He says that he no 
longer is attached to the patient, but cannot leave him yet. The medium 
appears very weak under this control, and can barely whisper. 

At the twenth-eighth sitting the Old Man manifests, and proudly 
shows how well he can walk. He says that he and the patient have 
severed partnership and that "We" are no longer we. The entity 
speaks intelligently, with humor and vivacity. He asks to have the 
Recorder sent from the room so that he can speak freely to the doctor, 
and finally explains that he wishes to tell the doctor that he now is 
free from sexual urge. Shakes hands with Doctor, expressing gratitude. 
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Speaks of his daughter Mary,* and says he was born on "the other 
side of the water." Refers to his former antagonism toward the doctor 
and the Group. He still feels hostile toward churchmen. He calls 
attention to a slight brogue which has not been noticeable in his 
speech until recently, and says it has slipi:;ed back because he is now 
himself. He explains that he is not to leave the patient yet, although 
the connection between them has been severed. 

Japanese. 

At the twenty-ninth seance an entity manifests who claims that he 
has painted through the patient's hand, and did only very small pic
tures. It is true that the patient, at first, used very small canvases . 
This entity is willing to leave the patient, but regrets the discontinuance 
of the painting. He is gentle, and not at all evil in type . He speaks of 
interference from other entities and says that the red background in 
some pictures represents evil. Says he himself has been allowed to 
remain near the patient, and was the only good entity found by the 
helpers in the patient's environment. He begs permission to have the 
patient continue painting but is not resentful when the doctor refuses 
to allow it. 

A Stray. 

The medium is controlled by an entity who only makes unintelligible 
sounds. J.H.H. (Communicator) explains that it is a deaf mute who 
could have been sent away, but that he thought the doctor would be 
interested in the demonstration. He says that the patient came in 
contact with him only a few days ago. " The nearer each case comes 
to completion, the more you may expect the occasional stranger. ·It 
is a problem that is giving us much to think of. Sometimes I wish that 
we had a little less, fer it is the' Open Door 'question." (This invasion 
by strays, toward the end of several cases, has been noticeable.) · 

Dr. Bull asks J.H.H. why, if it seems a law that the patient, to be 
well, must develop psychically, a control should not be given to him 
and he be allowed to develop. J.H.H. replies that they have their 
!}ands full. 

Half-Breed Mexican Indian. 

This entity has inspired grotesque figures and pictures of Aztec 
character. He is very sensual. The patient recalls having been very 
friendly for a time with a young Mexican whom he thought had a 
trace of Indian blood. This young man stayed at the same rooming
house as himself. The patient suggests that this entity may have been 
contacted through him. 

*Patient's Aunt. 
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SYMPTOMS, DIAGNOSIS, AND PROGRESS OF CASE. 

The communicators say that the patient has never had perfect 
co-ordination . He is told that if he persists in his ·painting, or in 
any other exercise of psychic faculty, it will bring about his destruction. 
In speaking of his garrulousness W.T.B. (deceased surgeon) says that 
if this automatic speech were taken from patient he would be left 
very poor ; that some of the obsessors have been with him for so many 
years that he will feel stranded, empty, and lonely, when they are 
removed, and that it will be a slow and painful process for him to 
learn to function in his own personality. 

The patient is advised to eat lightly as the blood current should 
not be diverted from the brain. There is said to be a pressure at base 
of brain which the helpers are trying to remove . They wish to have 
no sudden changes in blood current. Dr . Bull is told not to think it 
an alarming symptom if the patient becomes prostrated. The medium 
describes an oppression through the solar plexus, a bad head condition, 
particularly on left side, a pounding in ears, and a nervous, restless 
feeling. Also numbness and pain in right fore -arm. These symptoms 
are verified by patient. 

Medium describes a cough which she says comes from contact 
of both the Sexual Maniac and the Old Man. She says the patient 
is anxious about trifies,-has magnified them for years. That he now 
has less trouble with dream imagery which has disturbed sleep ; that 
tension is still high. She describes a faulty blood condition said to be 
caused by the Old Man's memory-symptoms of venereal trouble. 

A communicator says that for eighteen years or more, one hemis
phere of the brain has been just barely in existence, and that" We have 
had to devise ways and means, not only for rebuilding tissues that were 
senilely decayed, but to re-educate the patient to use the part of him
self which has not functioned. The patient is just coming into his 
own for the first time since he was a young boy. He has lost years, 
and is just coming back to entity with a full stream of consciousness." 

Medium speaks of the patient's sense of loss, and of his feeling pain 
in back of head. (Confirmed by patient.) 

In March, 1926, the patient says he is just beginning to live, whereas 
heretofore he has only existed. His ambitious dreams are subsiding. 
(Eleven sittings have been held up to this time.) A communicator 
says that the removal of the Mahommedan Priest is like the tearing 
away of a growth, and leaves a soreness. 

The medium says the occipital region is affected . She tells . the 
patient that he feels a tingling between shoulders running up to his 
head (correct) and that it is a treatment being given. The patient 
has begun to feel more peaceful. His strength and endurance increase. 
Mediums says that the patient has painted pictures which he feels 
are very important. That he has become so absorbed in this that his 
work has begun to suffer. She describes the prostration after this absorp
tion in painting, and says : " It was at the time of absorption, which 
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almost became possession, that he was in the greatest danger, but 
didn't know it. And if it were possible for him to retrace, mentally, he 
would find that it was immediately following, that he had his greatest 
lapses in the habit he himself wanted to break." (Verified by patient.) 

Patient becomes resigned to giving up his painting. The medium 
states that he had a lesion of the inner plate of skull which has been 
relieved by the treatment of the helping forces. She refers to the 
patients having found _things in his pictures which he did not know 
were there. (Animal faces in foliage, etc.) 

The communicators assure the patient that his mechanical inven
tions and his paintings are of no value ; that they were inspired by evil 
forces, with the object of gaining contml, through his absorption, and 
through stimulating ambitious dreams of greatness. The patient, 
from boyhood, has masturbated. His absorption in painting has 
amounted almost · to complete obsessing control, and was usually 
followed by the self-abuse desired by the priest who thus gained vicari
ous satisfaction through the patient's reactions. Dr. Bull insists that 
the patient control this habit and that he avoid the psychic automatisms, 
painting, writing, etc., which have led to such indulgence and have 
left him physically and mentally weakened. These instructions were 
not given in the presence of the medium, nor has the patient been 
allowed to speak in her presence except to reply " yes " or " no " to a 
guestion put by the doctor. The medium knew nothing of the patient's 
history, but gradually she gave it quite fully, and her st:iltements were 
corroborated by the patient when alone with the doctor. In giving 
his history to the doctor in the beginning, the patient either forgot, 
or did not mention, the accident to his head. · The fact of this injury 
and the contemplated operation was first mentioned by the medium 
and recalled and verified by the patient. 

Neither had the patient mentioned his habit of self-abuse. This 
also first was referred to by the medium, under the control of the 
Old Man. The medium knew nothing about the painting, but first 
mentioned it as an "impression," when not under control. 

At the thirty-first sitting the medium is shown a vision which she 
describes thus : " I am seeing the skull opened like the two sides of an 
egg shell. On the left side, as I saw it, I saw a hemisphere of the 
brain which looked much like a kidney in shape. I saw a network of 
blood vessels, and they seemed to function normally ; and this filled 
its place in the skull nicely. There was a thicker place that seemed like 
an exit. This is the normal side. I imagine I am looking at the front of 
this section. The rear is a larger lobe than the front. The other hemis
phere is much smaller, and uneven in shape. And toward the back 
and right side is a partial separation following the line of cleavage ; 
and the edges near the back are uneven. They tell me this was the 
original condition when they took charge here. That even ten months 
ago, if you could have had a picture, it would have shown this appear
ance. If you wait a moment they will try and put over a picture of its 
present condition . In the last picture they omitted to state that the 
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exit was smaller on this side, and convoluted. Now in the present con
dition, the break has come together, and the thickened and slightly 
congealed blood vessels extend to the top of this. The space taken up 
is much larger, although not quite normal yet; and the exit, also, is 
almost normal in size, and no longer convoluted. It was this hemis
phere which the Old Man used . It has been while they were rebuilding 
this that our friend had to remain in this slightly dazed condition, and 
it is also one of the reasons why sleep was so hard to obtain. This 
last week they have been trying to clear the blood vessels on that side 
which has not been well described in this picture. And they wish it had 
been possible for this to have been shown in a series of real pict~res, 
for it would have been unique to have shown the actual rebuilding 
of brain tissue. They say that probably even then no one would believe 
it. You are aware, are you not, how this case would have been described 
by a brain man ? " 

(Control, J.H.H.) "Softening of the brain is the term. That's 
this picture, as seen by the Instrument (Medium). It was correct ; 
and if the front should be the back, technically, turn the slide around." 

J.H.H. tells Dr. Bull to prescribe a tonic for the patient. The com
municators describe the attempt of the Priest to re-establish control 
through the help of the Young Man. The patient is stronger. A 
relative who communicates says that the Old Man is much better, 
and only visits the patient occasionally. He says that from the time 
the patient was nine years old he had bad companions. Speaks of his 
having had more rest lately (correct) and says that he can think more 
clearly. 

An Indian helper of the Group communicates and advises a mild 
sedative as he says the patient is tired and sleeps very little, even now. 
Suggests massage, and says patient needs rousing. The Old Man 
manifests. He now savs there were five, and sometimes six, in" Charlie's 
house," meaning patient's body. " They don't come close now but all 
are not yet gone." He says that the patient does not drink, but that 
he himself did. 

Communicator, W.J. remarks: "When reason is unseated by vice 
-0r accident, people revert to animal instincts ; and if an animal can't 
be natural he takes unnatural gratifications. That is why drink and 
abnormal cravings go together. When he cannot get one, he takes 
the other." And the Old Man continues : " That is why I had to 
take what I could get. The stupor brought on by one excess took the 
place of the other ; and I've got to take all the blame for the first 
trouble." 

At the thirty-seventh sitting, Mr. C.E. shows great improvement. 
He no longer moves like an automatist ; is more animated, less appre
hensive, thinks more quickly and clearly. The oppressed feeling in 
head is disappearing as is also the dual stream of consciousness. 

The Half-Breed is removed at the thirty-eighth seance. As is so 
often t·he case during the final removal of an entity, he appears to re
enact his death throes through the body of the medium. The patient's 
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condition is peaceful and good. We are told the entityjust removed 
has been responsible for visions preventing sleep. . 

At the final and thirty-ninth seance, the Old Man manifests and 
rejoices in the breaking of the last link between the patient and himself'. 
Mr. C.E. now is normal and -agreeable in conversation; considerate, 
;md interested in others. Whereas once he thought and spoke only of 
himself, he now appears to be very sympathetic toward fellow-patients, 
keenly interested in their recovery, and ready to efface himself. He 
talks very little, but when he does enter into conversation his remarks 
are intelligent and well-informed. He seems grateful, and appreciative 
of what has been done for him, and tries to follow dit:ections for main
taining his new-found mental and physical adjustment. Until recently 
he has lacked the will-power, or perhaps, the intelligence, to obey 
instructions. 

ABSTRACTS FROM COMMUNICATIONS. REMARKS. 

A few abstracts from this record will serve to give an idea of the 
type of communications received from the members of the Group of 
helping forces. They are very characteristic of the persons from 
whom they purport to come, and add greatly to the literary value 
of the records . Three of the communicators sometimes refer to them
selves as "The Great American Triangle." These are J.H.H., 
W.J., and R.H. W .T.B. was a noted surgeon. F.W.H.M., H. W.B., 
P .B., and many others are well-known for their literary and scientific 
work. It is claimed that two French scientists lately have joined the 
group, and have been present as observers. Should the very natural 
question be asked why I have mentioned no women members of this 
group, (only one has been spoken of by the communicators, and that 
very rarely). I can only reply that the work appears to be conducted 
on very scientific lines; that the members of the group who take 
active part in the work were almost without exception, during life, 
eminent specialists in their several lines, medicine, psychiatry, surgery, 
psychology, psychical research, philosophy, and religious thought. 
It must be remembered that few women until recent years 
have attained such standing . Mention has been made of the "White 
Sisters," in connection with the training _and development of entities 
who have been freed from contact with patients. Also of a band of 
"Mothers" for special work in this line. Our group of _helpers 
is not supposed to follow up the work of educating the entities, but 
tell us that this is another branch of the work. · 

One thing in connection with this group is unique in my experience. 
This is, that it seems to work, absolutely, as a unit. Whereas, in most 
cases, communicators seem anxious to claim some personal credit 
for results accomplished, in this group one meets with nothing of the 
kind. Not one among them appears to have the slightest interest 
in whether. he, or another, originated . some valuable idea of method 
or technique. Accomplishment is the only aim. If Dr. Bull is 
not folly in agreement with them upon some point; the . matter 
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is discussed as it would be by any group of consulting physicians 
who are only interested in making a correct diagnosis, and in the 
welfar¢ of the patient. 

ABSTRACTS. 

J .H.H.-" If you could only instil, before adolescence, a full picture 
of the consequence of yielding to wrong desire, we should put our 
finger on the key to much of the misery in the world to-day. It .is 
no wonder they sp~ak of the torture of damned souls over here . There 
is no greater. suffering than an unquenchable desire for something 
unobtainable. You can expatiate and fill in much more than I have 
said, from your records . I thinkJ he only death we have over here is 
such wages for the sins of the flesh. I think that without exception, 
every case handled has shown, either in a small or marked degree, the 
effort of some so-called damned soul to find expression for lustful 
desire, through some poor unfortunate instrument on your side, 
who at some time has opened the door by taking a step in the same 
direction." 

J.H .H. (Speaking of Priest).-" One might suggest a line of thought 
by saying that the old fellow is at least a triple personality." 

Dr. Bull.-" Do you mean that the priest himself was under the 
dominance of other forces ?" 

J.H.H.-" Yes. One of our Group wanted to speak about mass 
hallucination . Well, I am touching on the issue. It is expressing 
myself on a complicated problem." 

(Probably an allusion to a group of which we have evidence, in 
which the members are under the dominance of very evil forces. 
We are told that most obsessing forces either have been obsessed 
during life, or are still under some domination in spirit.) 

J.H.H .-" I wish to draw aside the curtain so that our · friend 
(Patient) may see. We had to wait for an inner change in him before 
entering this phase. The almost complete control of the old Priest 
and the Half-Breed was what actually drove him here to you. I 
think that, on the record, the nefarious puq::ose of the first already 
has been shown . The object of the second was exactly the same, but 
reached more directly tow2.rd gratification . And the last condition 
would have been the worse. Yet some readers would say, 'Why 
meddle in things psychic ?' If what I have just sketched is possible, 
it is only by understanding the laws that we can save those who become 
enmeshed. Dynamite and electricity are dangerous, but that is no 
reason to stop using them. I'll venture 2. bold saying: that in two 
year's work here we have uncovered more data on which to base 
judgment of such laws than in any other time in the history of the 
movement. Knowledge is safety." 

J.H.H.-" It has been quite apparent, in three cases being handled, 
that the very last one to be removed has been the one who made the 
original contact; and the process is slow and involved. They (obses
sors) have been physical leeches for years, not months; and their 
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whole expression has been in the physical, as far as demonstration 
is concerned." J .H .H. goes on to say that as an entity is being elimina
ted from physical contact, his demonstration becomes more feeble, 
but that this does not meain that the entity is less than he was ; merely 
that his physical expression grows less. He is being educated to do 
without sense expression, and " Naturally when it is the only thing 
they have lived for, it-leaves little for them to express through a medium. 
You would find a great change, should such an entity manifest after 
a few months' absence; a demonstration more nearly approaching 
the real self." 

W.J.-" There is no such thing as pure science, with the personal 
equation left out. It's too bad that the soul is not more concrete, 
like some people's heads. No scientist would admit such a possibility 
as anything that he could not dissect . And between some of your 
psychologists and would-be psycho-analysts, it is a wonder the poor 
souls under them have a shred of soul left.". . . " In passing, I will 
say that I, like the rest, have my regrets that I did not bend a little 
more of my energy to clearing the road that would have " broken 
through the last bit of the tunnel." I never knew how much undue 
credit went with my name while I was over with you. Now the main 
work is gone, and I have time to attend the the side-lines-which, 
I haye discovered, are not the side-lines-but control the mainsprings 
of all the sciences." 

W.T .B.-"From a medical view-point speech is sometimes automatic . 
Outside of the cases where we know it is automatic, speech is often, 
in (I might say), the majority, not a thinking process at times. Also 
much an automatic· association of ideas .... If we took automatic 
speech from our patient just now it would leave him rather poor. His 
own ego is like a hermit." .... 

W.T.B.-expresses sympathy for the patient and for the Old Man 
obsessor, for he says that the latter, also, was a man who through 
his mistakes, lost all. He remarks that the results seem out of pro
portion to the original stimuli, and adds that there is danger that a 
too wide acceptance of all this might do away with the feeling of 
responsibility. " It would be used as an excuse by many." To 
which J.H.H. says: "I hold that the original fault is individual, 
but the responsibility belongs to people at large, for improper training." 

F.W.H.M. (speaking of obsessors).-" So-called villains, and yet 
what is their trouble except thought gone wrong ? " 

J .H.H. Speaks of conscious fraud on the spirit side, saying that it is 
confusing, and that investigators are" Trying to prove a kite by a small, 
detached fragment of its tail." 

Communicators mention different types of psychic force used at 
these sittings. One type is said to be used for helping the patient ; 
another for weakening the entities before their rem.oval, to lessen the 
struggle and to spare the medium. This second type of force appears 
to act like an opiate. 

The communicators say that much quicker methods could be used, 
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but that they would be hard on the patient ; that time-values, while 
not negligible to them, are of l~ss consideration than to us. They speak 
of using a " healing ray." 

The patient is told that he was right to refose an offer.. The medium 
did not know that my son had offered to buy one of the paintings. 

When the patient seems worse we are reminded that, speaking 
pathologis:ally, symptoms increase just before a crisis; that .this is 
true even regarding suppuration, and that symbolically such, recently, 
has been the patient's conditi()n. . . . 

We are told that when an entity has made contact soon after his 
death, in the close way in which the Old Man obsessor has done, 
he becomes " interlocked " with the patient, and that the mentality 
of such an entity cannot be restored until he has given up the con
nection. J.H .H. says that "a rash exorcist" could have removed 
this entity quickly, but would thereby have wrecked both spirit and 
patient, physically and mentally. Of the patient's physical weakness 
the communicators say : " Obsessing forces are like strong drink in 
more ways than one. They hold up, and give false energy while 
dominant ; but their absence causes somewhat of a physical collapse." 
They say that they do not wonder that the patient broke down in the 
course . of years, hut rather, are amazed that his mind continued to 
function at all. 

J.H.H. warns Dr. Bull against being too explicit in records for 
publication, reminding him that Oliver Lodge'$ honesty, in giving 
matter in full, was rewarded by hostility and ridicu\e. 

No demonstrations are made at certain sittings after the removal 
of .entities. We are told that these sittings are dev9ted to treatment 
for healing, after a literal "tearing away." We are instructed to make 
direct request for protection after the demonstration of.an evil force. 

Reference is made by the communicators to a period .of ill-health 
through which Dr. Bull passed two years or more .ago, and which has 
been experienced by several persons. whose psychic perceptions are 
developing. The explanation given _ by the communicators is · similar 
to that made by R. E. Bruce, in an article called " Harmony and 
Health," in which he speaks of an intermediate stage of development: 
" It may be a considerable time before the body, mind, and spirit 
are all adjusted to that new rhythm which the spirit now demands, 
and during the process of this adjustment ill-health is very likely to 
occur." (Occult R eview, April, 1927.) 

The communicators say that the attention which they have given 
to gathering evidential matter for the records has delayed the work 
of healing ; that now' after two years of careful recording .and collecting 
of evidence they will cease to make it a special point, and will concern 
themselves chiefly with the pragmatic side of the work, feeling that 
enough evidence has been given to convince any open:-minded person 
of the validity of their statements. _ 
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The foregoing extracts from the record refute the popular claim that 
only trivial and useless messages are received through psychics. Dr. 
Bull's records abound in serious and instructive matter which, ·says 
J.H.H., must be collected and arranged for a volume apart from the 
cases themselves. Certainly there is rich material for the purpose. 

And now, a word for the obsessor. As Dr. Bull's attitude toward 
this work is as selfless as that of hi_s collaborators of the Group, I believe 
he . will not resent my speaking of a certain gradual change which I 
have observed in him. When I first began to record these sittings . I 
often felt troubled because his sympathy for the patient, and his ind.ig
nation at the condition, led him to take, at times, in dealing with .the 

·entity, the attitude of a stern judge arraigning a transgressor. · This 
attitude has completely changed to one of a humble fellow-man filled 
with deep longing to help a soul in torment by showing him how to 
free himself from his spiritual and mental blindness. I believe that 
at the present time he is as eager to do this as he is to help the patient. 
And this is as it should be. I think it also has made the work more rapid . 

Several persons have told me that while they were in sympathy with 
Dr. Bull's work, they failed to see why we, on this plane, should have 
any responsibility toward the entity. That such a spirit ought to be 
cared for by those in the spirit world. It is human to be illogical. 
Were I to say: "Why then do you expect so much help from the 
discarnate? Why look to any but the living, for help ? " they would 
doubtless reply that the living are very busy, and that presumably the 
spirit world has ample leisure. I might argue that according to all we 
have learned, it seems to be a very busy world indeed, and that even in 
their orthodox heaven they may find themselves busy practising on 
harps and polishing· halo_s ! Useless !' The thought of co-operation 
has no appeal. 

But here is something to be considered : After many years of personal 
experience and study, I am forced to conclude that it is far from b·eing 
an easy matter for the more highly developed spirit to reach, and to 
make himself understood by, an earth-bound soul who is compktely 
immersed in sense-memories; who frequently is not even aware of 
having passed from his own .body. According to all experience .it is 
most difficult of accomplishment, unless-be it noted-approach be 
made through the medium of another person who is still in the body,
who still thinks in terms of the senses. Once contact has been made 
through this third, or intermediary, and the obsessor becomes con 
scious of his real condition, it is another story. But the first awakening 
is more possible to achieve through the intervention of some living 
person. Why ? I hesitate to use the term " vibrations," so stamped as 
jargon of the platform, yet what other word have we by which to 
describe the ambience of the ego, incarnate or discarnate ? But is it 
not reasonable to suppose that it would be difficult for one who has 
ceased to think in the terms of the senses, _to reach the apprehension 
of one who thinks in no other terms P Let us call it a question of 
dimension. 
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As to our freedom frnm responsibility toward such entities as may 
be brought to our attention: No one who believes in survival, and 
who has studied this subject deeply, can retain a complacent sense of 
separateness. No longer can one say, with assurance, "This, or that, 
is not my . responsibility." Very strangely interwoven are the threads 
of human existence in both worlds-which are but one. 

However close this contact may be, let no one imagine that free, 
conscious intercourse between the incarnate and discarnate is easily 
achieved. So natural and fluent are the messages from this Group, 
and so confidently and surely do they proceed with the work of healing, 
assisted by Dr. Bull, that one forgets to marvel and is too apt to take 
for granted the apparent ease with which all this is accomplished. Only 
when some communi:cator refers to the years of thought and concen
trated effort which have gone toward making this work possible ;
the training of the medium ; - the perfecting of a method of com
munication ; - the procedure and details of technique involved in 
the healing; - is one reminded of a passage written by F .W.H.M., 
many years before he became a member of this devoted Group : 
" Not easily and carelessly do these spirits come to us, but after strenu
ous preparation, and with difficult fulfilment of desire ." 

FROM OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

The Daily News and Westminster Gazette for June 25th, has an 
article by Robert Blatchford, which sounds with no uncertain note 
his assurance of survival. 

" The man in the street says the chemist and biologist laugh in 
their sleeves at the magic of the Spiritualists. I would respectfully 
suggest that the chemist and biologist would laugh less if they knew 
more. I am a sceptical person, but I cannot controvert the evidence 
which the Spiritualist advances in proof of human survival. When 
it comes to a question of evidence the Spiritualist stands out as the only 
witnesses who produce evidence of a positive kind. 

" I think if the man in the street will investigate Spiritualism for 
himself he will overcome the disquietude due to a. too easy faith in the 
chemist and biologist." 
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THE MODUS OPERANDI · OF TRANCE 
COMMUNICATION. 

By the Rev. C. DRAYTON THOMAS. 

SECTION I.-THE PROCESSES INVOLVED. 

During my private sittings with Mrs. Osborne Leonard, only the 
medium is visible and the words spoken come from her lips. But 
everything points to the presence of two unseen persons by whose 
co-operation with the medium messages are spoken which cannot have 
originated in her mind, or in mine. 

One of these inferred presences is a practised transmitter of messages 
(Feda the control), the other originates them and is termed the com
municator. Among the communicators who thus come to speak to me 
are my father and sister and as they have frequently endeavoured to 
explain the process of communication I shall quote freely from their 
words. 

They say that their messages pass to Feda in the form of thought, 
and that Feda then transmits by means of the medium's lips. Both 
they and Feda have described these processes from their respective 
points of view. 

Very illuminating are the allusions to difficulties encountered. 
Should Feda and my father meet in their own realms of life they 
exchange thought with ease, either by words or by the more speedy 
method of intercourse by mind alone. But immediately they come into 
the unique conditions essential for trance communication, all inter
course between them' is beset with obstacles. 

Reception of thought is made difficult for Feda because she merges 
her personality with that of the medium. Only by this temporary 
merging is Feda able to speak to me through the medium's lips, yet 
it is precisely this merged condition which causes difficulty in catching 
my father's thoughts. When away from the medium Feda can receive 
unerringly, but cannot transmit; when merged with the medium 
Feda can transmit, but finds it hard to receive. Her position is then 
somewhat similar to that of a medium who, without going into trance, 
tries by clairaudience to get the messages of an unseen ~peaker. These 
normal mediums can of course easily speak that_which they" hear," 
whereas Feda's only means of producing speech is by utilising a brain 
and vocal organs belonging to another person, :md this is not easy. 

Feda's difficulties therefore are two-fold ; first, to understand the 
messages which are transmitted to her telep~.thically, and, secondly, 
to effect their accurate expression in words. 

My father also, like Feda, finds himself in a like difficulty. For when 
within the conditions of a sitting his memory divides into its former 
earthly condition of conscious and subconscious ; much which he 
had intended to say may remain in the subcons:::ious i:;ortion of his 
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mind, ·where it is not available for use. Tb.is division of mind and 
memory constitutes one of the greatest obstacles which beset com
municators, and severely limits their conversational ability. They are 
frequently checked for want of a word or fact which they know that 
they possess, but which they cannot then recollect. And worse still, 
the split in memory may deprive them of access to those facts which 
their friends on earth have difficulty in believing could, under any 
circumstances, be forgotten. The inexperienced investigator is naturally 
puzzled when his familiar friend purports to be speaking, and yet 
seems to have forgotten his name, his place of birth, or some · out
standing event in his career. 

It is astonishing how many evidential details communicators are 
able to give in the course of an ordinary sitting, but it is also astonishing 
to discover how very much they would seem to have forgotten. When 
the schoolmaster cannot spell, and the purist stumbles in grammar, 
their friends naturally wonder what is happening. The truth is that, 
for the time being, they are battling with a degree of forgetfulness 
and divided consciousness such as we ourselves have never experienced. 
For our sake they are speaking am.id baffling limitations and distrac
tions . 

The divided memory of the communicators , and the difficulty of 
making Feda understand their meaning, account for much which 
puzzles the sitter ; and Fed~.'s slips in comprehension, and her diffi
culties with the medium's brain, account for yet more. 

Besides which there is a further prolific source of trouble. This is 
the continual variation of the psychic emanation surrounding the 
medium. It would appear that this emanation pla.ys some indispensable 
part in communication. But its fluctuations are comparable to that 
of the wind, so that what is possible at one moment becomes impossible 
at another. This variable element calls for skill and discernment in 
its use such as only long practice can ensure. As with a sailing boat on 
windy days, amid swirling eddies and submerged rocks, a straight 
·course is impracticable, so for the unseen workers at a sitting much 
careful steering is required. 

Gradually, however, they learn to navigate these cross .currents. 
The proficiency of practiced communicators is in marked constrast to 
their earlier' attempts.* Experience teaches. Among other precautions 
they prepare beforehand what they propose to say, and can in this way 
somewhat lessen the likelihood of forgetting. Yet obviously this pre
caution cannot help them in· replying to questions which a sitter may 
ask. 'The information demanded may, or may not, be in their recollec
tion at the morrient ; and even when present, and successfully trans
·mitted to Feda, it m~.y yet fail to be spoken accurately by the medium. 

I have sefected and given below extrn.cts in which communicators 
describe the way they project their thoughts to Feda, and also Feda's 

[ *I have the same experience-the friend who has communicated with me· by 
weekly writing for eight years is now very much more fluent than at first.-ED-.] 
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own account of how she receives these thoughts and passes them to 
the medium's brain. · 

They say that general ideas are comparatively easy to transmit ; 
the. chief difficulty being with specific words and especially with 
names. Where Feda has latitude in the selection of words her task is 
lightened ; for if some words will not Rass, she can employ others 
which the medium's brairi will accept. But there is no such alternative 
where proper names are involved. It must then be the· right name or 
nothing. Not infrequently an important sentence turns upon a specific 
v\forq, and that one word may be as great an obstacle as a name. Some

. times it gets through at the first attempt. But if it should be refused 
by the brain, or emerge in distorted form, Feda may vainly try and 
try again to achieve its correct expression in speech. Her very anxiety 
complicates the task ; · the greater the effort the less is the chance of 

·success. And yet on another occasion, prior or subsequent to the failure, 
the required word may come through quite smoothly without checking 
the flow of the sentence. 

Nor have we completed the list of possible hindrances until the 
sitter's influence has been included . The force in play being that 
of thought, it is easy to realise that a strong cross current of thought 
from the sitter might seriously incommode communicator or control. 
It might neutralise the efforts of the former, or cause the latter to 
mistake the sitter's thought for that of the communicator . In the latter 
case Feda would combine the two streams of thought into a jumble 
of incoherent ideas. 

Some communicators have learnt to dispense with Feda's services 
and to impress their thoughts directly upon the brain of the medium. 
But a communicator, while in this direct personal control, is still limited 
by his divided memory. Besides which, he is, to some extent, pre
occupied by the care required in operating the medium's brn.in . Practice 
is essential. The results, as in the case of my father and sister, are 
impressive. We enjoy intimate conversations of a delightful character, 
despite the considerable difficulties inherent in the situation. 

Trance communication entails a double process. First, the message 
must be given to Feda in a way which is intelligible to her ; secondly, 
Feda must induce the medium's lips to speak_ the message aloud. 
We desire to know how thoughts are sent to Feda, and how received 
by her. Also the way in which she achieves their transformation into 
speech. . · 

It is of special interest to learn what the actual communicators say 
of the methods by which they make Fed,a .aware of their me'!ning. In 
the following extracts _we have their explanation . 

Fat her controlling . 

"yYhen I· con_ie here to sp_eak? Feda is. freque_ntly puzzled as to my 
meanmg and fails to catch 1t either .qmckly . or accurately . . That is 
when I am unable to make my meaning reach lier in the form of 
words. If I then project a thought of some· concrete object, Fetla "may 
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Temark, ' I see so-and-so,' but though she may seem to be seeing the 
object, it is really my thought of it which has reached her." 

Etta (my sister) controlling. 

C.D.T.: How do you give your messages to Feda? 
ETTA : As a rule when I give Feda a message it goes by thought in 

blocks. Say that I wish to give, " I have been in a garden at home 
lately." I should not give it in bits, but in a complete thought first 
of all . . Suppose she then asks me to give it again ; the first attem·pt 
is already imprinted on her mind, but not necessarily penetrating 
through to that part which is working upon the medium's brain. 
It is not lost, but she may take time in getting the thought through ; 
so I help by splitting up the sentence thus :- " I have been in a 
garden ... at home ... lately." This permits her to get clearly 
any part which she had missed. Feda's mind usually follows what 
I give, and while getting the first and second parts of a thought she 
would be mentally asking, "When ? Long ago ? Lately ? " And 
that prepares the way for me to give the other portion of it. 

I will now add remarks by Feda in which she describes the process 
from her own point of view . 

FEDA : They try any way, feeling, seeing or hearing, but Feda 
finds feeling the easiest. They can suggest hot or cold, if the object 
they think of is metal. Much is done by suggestion. They can 
make Feda feel a thing is cold or hot, exactly as if she felt it with her 
fingers. You know how hypnotised people can be made to feel 
like that. 

FEDA: Feda used to make bad mistakes when they showed symbols, 
because she did not understand them. Suppose they showed her a 
cross, she would know now that they meant trouble. Until they 
explained what their symbols meant Feda used to get wrong over 
them. It is still difficult when new spirits shew them, but experi
mental spirits often come with them to help and show what symbols 
to use. They use them when it is too much trouble to explain their 
meaning in words ; for there are times when Feda can see better 
than she can hear them. 

FEDA: .. . What? . Wait ... Cannot hear you ... It 
is a nuisance. I was hearing him very well just then , but there is 
a vibration of voices coming now which mixes it all up. Can you 
shut the window ? 

This break came in the midst of an interesting passage which 
flowed with ease and accuracy. I then noticed, for the first time, a 
sound of voices in conversation outside the room where we were 
sitting. On looking from the open window I saw two ladies on the 
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lawn ; I therefore asked them to speak more softly and, after closing 
the window, returned to my place. Feda then said : 

"It does not matter while your father talks mentally, but when 
he speaks in voice it does matter. Although you cannot hear his 
voice, it sounds like a real voice to Feda while in the medium, and it 
is more like your voice, because Feda listens to both of them from 
inside the medium. When controlling Feda hears both the sitter's 
.and the communicator's voices ; not always equally well, but some
times so. 

"Your father says that this is because Feda has a double set of 
instruments to work with, her own and the medium's. He thinks 
these machines are occasionally interchangeable. He asks, Is it the 
medium's etheric brain or Feda's brain which is used ? Either can be 
used, and the same process does not hold good even throughout 
·One sitting." 

On becoming aware of the thought to be transmitted, Feda operates 
upon the medium's brain. One says " brain "for short, but I think 
it certain that there is some portion of the mind alert within 
it. It is upon this mind and brain that Feda operates, im
pressing it to action by her thought and will. Feda tells me that it 
1s not always easy to exert this influence successfully. It is essential 
to ensure that the message is" taken," otherwise it may, to use Feda's 
-0wn phrase, " Drop out of the brain" instead of being spoken. 
Feda shall describe this in her own pictorial way : 

" Feda pictures something and wills it and that sets the medium's 
mind going. S~ppose I wished to give the picture of an apple ; 
it would be necessary to think strongly of an apple, make a picture 
-0f it and put it in her mind. Feda tries to jump on the right part 
-0f the medium's brain, but often fumbles , it is like touching the 
wrong string." -

Here I asked Feda how she found the right spot on the brain. 
She replied : 

" When Feda has got a picture of the apple it feels like holding 
it up above the medium's brain. Feda feels it as if it were being 
.drawn to a right place, attracted to a right part, but it has to be held 
till it is attracted there. Feda wriggles it about until she feels that 
it connects, that it is taken up ; but all that is done with the mind, 
not with hands. Feda thinks of the brain as something alive with 
sense in it . It is a little like a game in the dark when someone has to 
catch what you are holding. Feda pushes it towards one part, then 
towards another part, until it is taken." 

My sister interposed at this point to explain that this shifting 
process did not necessarily mean movement from place to place, 
but a changing of the idea of the apple . 

Feda then continued : " At last it feels like something sucking it 
in, like taking in a breath . All that does not take as long as it sounds 
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in describing. Whole sentences can be done quickly sometimes. 
The best flow of words is when long ideas are being worked ·out; 
that kind of talk is much easier than giving some specific thing. like 
apple or orange. It would be more difficult to say ' An apple on 
your plate this morning,' than to give a long philosophical disquisition, 
or analysis of character." 

SECTION IL-THE CHIEF DIFFICULTIES. 

Having now obtained a general idea of the processes involved in 
communication, it is important to know something of the difficulties 
encountered in carrying them through. We will first touch upon 
those met with by the communicator when endeavouring to convey 
his ideas to Feda. 

The first and chiefest of these relates to memory. My father 
and sister agree that while they are in the realms of spirit life they 
remember everything with utmost ease, but that during a sitting it is 
frequently difficult to recall even those things which they have come 
prepared to tell me . 

This they explain by reference to divided memory, a temporary 
reversion to the conditions of earthly life. For at death they experi
enced a mental change which brought into consciousness that which 
had been previously subconscious. They describe this change 
as a uniting of the subconscious mind with the conscious mind. 
Shall we express .it in this way; that which had been stored in the 
subconscious memory became available at will ? Henceforth they 
seemed to have but one mental activity , the whole mind and .all its 
memory stores being entirely at command. 

I am aware that some thinkers would simplify this by saying that 
while in the physical body our mind operates in two brains, the 
physical and the etheric; and that what we term subconsciousness 
is the mind acting within the etheric brain ; that at death the mind 
begins to operate entirely in its etheric brain and recollection is there
fore perfect. 

Whatever may be the actual processes involved, the experience of 
communicators is definite. On returning to the semi-physical 
conditions of a sitting, the division of memory again takes place, 
and this involves their forgetting much which they had hoped to 
say. Although they clearly remember that they had intended to 
speak of certain matters, it is often impossible to recall what these 
were. In short, their recollection is no longer under complete control, 
and they are again in the position, so familiar to many of us here on 
earth of being unable to recall at the moment something which they 
are aware that they know. It would seem that this reversion to 
conscious and subconscious takes place automatically when they 
enter the emanation which always envelopes the medium during 
the period of a sitting. 
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Father through Feda. 
C.D.T:: You once said, "When I come here I feel as if I had 

left the best part of my mind behind." Can you explain that further? 
FATHER: I do not leave anything behind. I was wrong in expres
sing it so. It i;; that my mind will not function clearly in these 

-conditions, it will not operate so well. The same thing applies to 
you if you try to enter our sphere while in the body. A medium who 
can see us and our surroundings does so in an imperfect way, an in
complete way, and is unable to bring full powers of observation to 
bear. It results from functioning in a condition that is not one's 
own. . 
· " Compare it with a lamp ; take a fifty candle-power lamp into a 
clear atmosphere and it shines a certain distance. Then take it into 
a fog and it shines a less distance. It is the same light although 
it may look to be only a fifteen candle-r:;ower lamp in the fog. I am 
like that, I depend upon conditions here for the effect I can produce." 

On another occasion my father remarked : " Despite all that I am 
unable to say, it is a great joy to have . this amount of touch between 
us." 

Father through Feda. 
Certain details of a test message having been successfully given 

I inquired whether my father could give any further particulars about 
it. 

FATHER : When away from here I know more about it. 
C .D .T. : Could you remember anything further ' if we spent five 

minutes waiting for it ? 
FATHER: I might or I might ~ot; for I am now in the "under 

sea " condition. Etta has, on occasion, gone away to get remembrance 
of what we required, but on returning forgot again before she could 
tell me. The different conditions are baffling, but I can rememb.er 
better now than when I first commenced communicating. 
. This was my father's seventy-eighth time of speaking through 
Feda and Mrs. Leonard. 

Father through Feda. 
FEDA : Your father wished to ·say something about your work, 

but cannot quite place it now. He thinks you will learn later. 
· C.D.T.: Does he know definitely what it was? 

FEDA : He says, 'I know when away arid in my own conqitions . 
C .D.T.: Then he does not remember. now? 
FEDA: No, but has the uncomfortable feeling that he ought to 

,know. This forgetfulness would. worry some people ; he t}:iinks that 
it puzzles many communicators. · 
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From the foregoing quotations it will be real.isctd that our friends. 
experience a considerable limitation of their powers during a sitting. 
The e.xperience is definite, though the explanation may be partial and 
tentative. 

My father and sister tell me that, on account of the uncertainties of 
thought and other difficulties which may arise while they are trans
mitting, they make a practice of preparing beforehand what they 
propose to say. If one subject does not "take," they can then fall 
back on another. It follows that they are at better advantage when 
giving what they have prepared, than when dealing with topics intro
duced by me, or with questions, unless the latter should refer to life 
in spirit realms, or to processes involved in communicating. 

Father controlling . 

" I might succeed at one time, yet fail at another. My plan is to· 
prepare a good amount of matter before coming here, and · then I 
try to fit it in . If one thing does not fit, I go on quickly to another,. 
and I continue with that which works until it is finished." 

Etta through Feda. 
" I have recollected two different occasions of which to tell you, 

and you shall choose which I give to-day. Shall it be an experience soon 
after arriving in the next world-call it a day's round there, or one 
more recent ? " 

I asked for the more recent experience. Etta then said : " I will 
not forget the earlier one and can give it later on." 

One was then given, and the other followed some months subse
quently. 

While it is. comparatively easy to give Feda a general idea of the 
message to be transmitted , there is frequently much difficulty over 
some special word or words. This is identical with the trouble so often 
met with over names, and which it will be convenient to treat of later. 

It may be asked why my Father does not give his messages to Feda 
before she enters into control. He tells me that he has tried this, but 
that the division of memory affects Feda quite as much as it affects 
himself. I have occasionally heard Feda in conversation with him 
during the short period of whispering which proceeds her opening 
remarks. In these whispers I have caught references to topics which 
were presently introduced in the sitting. Feda tells me that this 
priming helps her to some slight degree, if only by making it easier 
for her to catch the ideas again when they are projected to her during 
the sitting. 

During the early part of a sitting Feda had been unsuccessful in 
giving the name of my father's old colleague, Benjamin Browne, 
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although I had clearly recognised that he was the person alluded to, 
moth from the descriptiO:n and the name, Benjamin, which came 

· through. We spent some time over it, and I even went so far as to ask 
Feda whether the name required was not that of a colour, but Feda 
was unable to put it through. When my father was controlling, he 
remarked : "You must wonder what is doing when you ask for a 
simple name like Browne and I cannot give it." 

C.D.T.: vVas Browne the name you wanted Feda to say earlier in 
the sitting ? 

FATHER: Yes, and so I got it in here. I dropped the attempt till 
I could introduce it myself. 

Father controlling. 
" I am not always aware what Feda says when in control. I am 

mentally following up what ram giving and so am not always noticing 
what she says. Thus I am not clear as to whether she has given my 
thoughts rightly or wrongly. As when. telephoning, if a slip is made 
you may not realise now it has been understood at the other end, and 
not knowing tpat an error has occurred you cannot rectify it ." 

Father through Feda . 
Immediately after a fluent description came the following remarks : 
FATHER: It is a curious thing that I have known about this for 

some time, but was unable to broach it until now. Something which 
Etta has been saying to-day made, as it were, an opening for this, 
the one subject leading to the other. This difficulty is due entirely 
to seance conditions . There is difficulty in introducing an entirely 
new topic, introducing it to the medium's brain and to Feda. I fre
quently prepare the ground by using · words which lead up to my 
subject, something akin to it, in whatever I am talking about previously. 
The difficulty lies in this intermediate condition, and the association 
of ideas is all -important . However, I am frequently able to broach an 
entirely new subject, and probably I find fewer difficulties than do 
most communicators . 

On looking back over ten years of investigation with Mrs . Leonard 
I notice how conspicuous has been my father's improvement in expres
sing himself. My sister's progress during her seven years has also 
been considerable. They both attribute this increased facility to a 
careful study of the various difficulties, as well as to their frequent 
opportunities for practice in speaking with me. 

"We learn by these experiences, and are beginning to see why and 
where we fail. The difficulties have not been completely examined 
before, but we have covered much ground in that way lately. \Ve are 
ensuring a greater proportion ·of success for sitters in the future. 
It is intricate work, but we are among the pioneers." 
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Feda's part is obviously a most important one_. It is beset with 
pitfalls which she does not always succeed in escaping. For example, 
she may not notice that the communicator has begun a new topic 
and if she then attaches the second message to the tail of its predecessor 
much confusion results. It may easily be the case that neither com
municator nor sitter notices that disconnected themes are being 
thus combined. 

It frequently happens that Feda cannot grasp the idea which is 
being conveyed to her. Even when the conditions are so good that she 
seems. to herself to hear the message in spoken words, some important 
part of a sentence may be missed and the resulting impression which . 
she transmits to me, is inaccurate-. -More difficult still becomes the 
situation when Feda cannot receive the thought in the form of words, 
but catches only its general import. Omissions easily reduce a com
jnunication to chaos. Feda· is perfectly aware of these frequent gaps 
in her transmission, and has discussed this, and other of her difficulties, 
with me. 

There have been occasions when a fragmentary message has con
tained definite evidence that my father was aware of certain facts which 
he fai.led to convey to Feda in consecutive and accurate £orm. In some 
instances I could see what it was he . wished to tell me ; it was clear 
that he knew more than he could make Feda understand. When he 
persisted in trying to explain, Feda made a long circumlocution ; 
and if for sake of experiment, I put le°ading questions, they only brought 
further proof that Feda could not understand sometbing which was 
clear to my father and to me. 

FEDA (addressing the communicator) : I cannot get that .· .. try 
again ... (turning to me). Do you know there are times when I hear 
him, really hear him, and yet get only muddled sounds, not properly 
formed sounds. He says it again, and if it does not get clearer he has 
to show it, or get it through in some other way. He does not always 
know when he has failed to make Feda hear, and goes on with it. 
Then, if asked to repeat, he may not know what part Feda has not 
heard, and then there is a muddle of mistakes . He says there is a good 
deal to learn about it still. 

FEDA : Feda cannot hear all he says all 1 he time. Isn't it a nuisance ? 
Have to catch parts, like when many things are thrown at you and 
you catch what you can. Feda rarely hears all that is said. 

FEDA: I think he wants Feda to understand something which he 
knows, but cannot quite get through to Feda. . 

C.D.T . : Can he not tell you plainly in words? 
FEDA : He cquld tell Feda, but Feda cannot hear. 
C.D .T. : Bow is that ? 
FEDA : Feda can hear part, and part not, is able to hear some of 

it to-day, but not, all of it. People often wonder why there se~m to be 
extraordinary gaps in a sitting, not.natural sequences. A communicator 
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has to break off and leave out something which he knows it would be 
hopeless or risky to try to get through. So that often a sitting seems 
disjointed, fragmentary . 

FEDA: Your father says that he may not be able to continue the 
present topic next time. 

C.D.T.: But cannot he plainly tell you it is coming? 
FEDA: He might plainly tell me, but I might not catch it. At nearly 

every sitting there is something which Feda knows she has not caught. 
It is like losing something and not being able to pick it up again. 
Communicators seem unable to repeat, or else it is that Feda can't 
catch the repetition. 

Feda tells me that, on occasions, a would-be communicator who 
though present at the sitting, has failed to attract her attention, will 
to some degree mingle his thoughts with the messages she is trans
mitting for someone else. This causes confusion. In her opinion it 
is more likely to happen with communicators who are new to her, 
and especially when there are several of them present ; because in 
these circumstances it is difficult for her to know who gives the message. 

Feda then added : " Etta says that it seems to her that no one yet 
understands the unique character of a sitting. It is a no-man's-land 
between the two conditions, yours and ours. It is considered that 
communication concerns earth people and spirit people, whereas 
there is also the peculiar bridgeway which has to be used and which 
belongs neither to one nor to the other, yet has some of the characteris
tics of each. Here lies all the difficulty. Medium and sitter are in part 
working in a condition which is not entirely theirs, and we work in 
one which is not entirely ours. It is a pooling of resources which 
creates the bridge. One gets out of one's depth sometimes on both 
sides, 

In the foregoing extracts we have seen Feda's first great difficulty, 
it relates to receiving the communicator's thoughts correctly and 
fully. Her second difficulty is connected with the medium's mind and 
brain upon which she has to operate in order to voice the messages. 
Feda finds that the medium's receptivity is continually varying, and 
this necessitates very careful management if good results are to be 
ensured. 

While transmitting for my father, Feda remarked : "A picture of 
your Mother suddenly jumped into this. I did not wait to ask your 

. Father what he meant by it, lest what I wished to say should drop 
out of the .medium. Things sort of spill over if I do not keep them 
fixed on her brain. If I wait to ask anything, then what I am holding 
there may run out." 

My father had made numerous allusions to his father, but had 
failed to state either the name or the relationship. I remarked that 
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we both understood clearly who was being spoken of, but that I should 
like him to definitely say whom he had in mind. 

FATHER: To put anything in a specific form is most difficult of all. 
C.D.T.: Why so? 
FATHER: I have to dodge a machine. You see there is the medium's 

brain, and Feda manipulating that brain, and I have to elude both. 
I find I get things through most easily when I take Feda off her guard: 
when she is not looking for a word or name. You remember how easily 
names have suddenly come through. When there is a great effort 
and Feda is aware that I am trying, she holds the brain in a strained 
condition. Suppose you are about to play a game, or something of 
that kind, say to shoot at a target ; if you know you must hit the bull's
eye or not make the attempt, you will have less chance of success than 
if you think it does not matter whether you do it or not. Anyone 
anxiously waiting to see you hit the bull's-eye makes for you a slightly 
strained condition ; this strained condition is not with me, but with 
Feda . 

Father through Feda. 

FATHER: Your father says that he refrains from saying many things 
which he wishes to give lest they should come through in a distorted 
form. Feda feels that also ; for she does not always make the medium's 
voice speak as intended. Feda touches something which wakes the 
medium's mind and then it goes off on its own account . 

C.D .T. : Feda, can you hear the words spoken by the medium ? 
FEDA: Yes, but cannot stop her speaking if what she says is wrong. 

Often Feda cannot get the power to check the words . 
FATHER: Your father says the over pressure taps the sub-conscious 

mind of the medium and then something escapes before Feda can 
stop it. Even after hearing those escapes, the inaccuracies, Feda cannot 
always so control the medium's mind as to put things right. As each 
thought is given it is fixed on the co-operative mind which is created 
partly by the medium and partly by Feda. Once it is registered there 
a counter suggestion is not easily put through. Your father says that 
Feda thinks she works directly upon the medium's brain, but he does 
not consider that this is entirely accurate. He says thar Feda really 
works upon the medium's mind -essence which, in its turn, works 
the brain. This mind-essence belongs to the medium's organism. To 
take a simile ; Feda puts a match to the gas, this gas is not Feda's, but 
its light might be termed hers, and she can regulate it. Feda has 
produced a quite wonderful manifestation which draws its supply 
from the medium . That may explain why Feda is occasionally less 
brilliant than at other times ; if it were Feda's own gas it would always 
be equal, but being the medium's, it varies. 

Yes, your father is sure that Feda is wrong in thinking that she 
works the medium's brain. It is the mind in the brain which Feda worhs . 
In the case of a trance or controlled medium, that part of the mind 
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which is quiescent is not so likely to reproduce impressions itself as 
is the mind of a medium who remains conscious . 

Feda gives to the medium's mind and that mind then works the 
brain. Feda telepaths on to the medium's mind, much as the com
municators telepath to Feda, but the operation is so instantaneous that 
Feda can scarcely realise in detail what is happening. 

C.D.T.: Feda, did you find the medium's brain respond to your 
efforts as easily when you first learnt to control, as it does now ? 

FEDA : No, it was dreadfully difficult then . 
FATHER: That bears out my assertion. For Feda was then working 

upon the medium's mind, and found it difficult work owing to lack of 
practice and experience. But had Feda been working direct upon the 
brain, the trouble caused by the confused mental conditions of an 
undeveloped medium would not have arisen. 

Father through Feda. 
C.D.T.: Does Feda ever find that your thought has reached the 

medium's mind direct ? Or must it always go to Feda first ? 
FATHER: Feda may find a thought in the medium's brain and 

understand tha.t I have thrown it there ; she would then cause it to be 
spoken. But Feda usually knows what I send to her own mind, and 
she then impresses it on the medium's brain. I think Feda succeeds 
in doing it either way. 

C.D.T.: But would not the medium's brain automatically cause the 
thought to be spoken if catching it before it reached Feda ? 

FATHER: No; consider how, during sleep, your mind holds pictures, 
images, thoughts. Does your tongue therefore speak them? Certainly 
not, although the images may be as vivid as a waking experience. 
Feda can manage it either way. She often catches what I say before 
she puts it through ; but the whole operation is either instantaneous, 
or nearly so. Feda would scarcely be able to say which came first. 

Feda here added, on her own account, that while controlling she 
does not actually know whether she gets the thoughts from the com
municator, or from the medium's brain. But what she does know most 
certainly is that she often fails to get something which she ought to 
get. 

SECTION III.-DIRECT CONTROL. 

Up to this point we have examined what happens while Feda is 
in control. But further light is thrown upon those obscure operations 
by the recorded experiences of my father and my sister while taking 
Feda's place and transmitting their thoughts direct to the medium. 

From their remarks one gathers that forgetfulness is still the supreme 
difficulty encountered. The situati9n, as previous! y stated, when 
describing communication through Feda, seems to them like having 
memory in two compartments, only one of which is accessible. Much 
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knowledge which they are perfectly aware of possessing is no longer 
within reach. They may know what fact is required, and clearly 
remember that they are familiar with its details, and yet be unable 
to recall it. They say " One of our greatest difficulties when con
trolling is our divided memory." Their condition would seem to 
correspond to that, so familiar to ourselves, when we fail to recall a 
name. We know that we know it, and that we should recognise 
it if we heard it spoken. We may even succeed in recalling it by some 
link of association, but all direct efforts of recollection are futile. 

During personal control several matters demand simultaneous 
attention; there is the care of the medium's organism, the necessity 
of observing what will "take " and what fails to take, also of noting 
indications that a topic which made no impression at first is now ripe 
for voicing . The controller must also endeavour to mark what is 
actually spoken, and to avoid starting a flow of words which would 
misrepresent his meaning. \¥hen such a flow is once started it may 
be difficult to check, and practically impossible to follow it up with 
a contradiction or explanation. 

My sister remarks that she does not know the exact moment at 
which she gains effective control of the medium's mechanism . This 
explains why one hears Feda whispering in apparent conversation 
with the communicators before the sitting actually starts. My 
father, usually begins by saying " I'm coming," a statement which 
would, in other circumstances, sound strange from one with whom 
I had already been conversing for an hour. 

Further complications during personal control relate to the medium's 
mind, and the impossibility of directing all its operations as desired. 

Father through Feda. 

" Your father says he knows the intricacies of controlling, not 
only by observing Feda, but through doing it himself. He brings 
only a part of his intelligence into the medium's mind. All your 
mind is not in, or acting upon, your brain at one and the same time. 
You have your conscious and your subconscious mind. His mind 
also develops a conscious and subconscious section when he comes 
here, and in controlling he is sure that he works only a small detached 
part of his mind within the medium's mind. The part left outside 
the medium's mind forms, for the moment, his subconscious mind, 
but he is still in touch with it, just as you are in touch with your 
subconscious mind." 

C.D.T.:" Is subconscious knowledge available while in control?" 
FATHER: "No, when you wish to recall what your conscious 

mind has lost you try to obtain it from the subconscious. Very 
often he tries to do this while controlling, but it is more difficult for 
him than for you, because a smaller proportion of his mind is operating 
in the medium . In her brain there is some of her own mind, and 
also some of his ; while in your brain there is only your own mind. · 
In controlling it is, what may be termed, a co-operative mind . You 

., 
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see therefore, why he cannot, while controlling, think so clearly, 
or remember so much, as you can." 

Notwithstanding his explanation, recorded above, that it is the 
mind -essence upon which he works while controlling, the process 
is usually termed "throwing thoughts upon the brain." 

During his controlling my father once suddenly remarked : 
" Something makes me want to cough." 
(The medium then coughed and cleared her throat.) 
"When I think suddenly it gives the organism a jerk and I cannot 

control the breath properly until I cough." 
Later he was checked in his attempt to explain something further, 

and proceeded : " I cannot make her say it. I know quite well 
what it is I wish to tell you, but it is like trying to strike a note on 
the keyboard when you cannot." 

On the occasion of my sister's first control I had no warning that 
she was about to make the attempt. But I noticed that the change 
of control was taking a much longer time than usual, and when the 
voice commenced it was slow and faint. 

" I am trying . . . not father. I shall do it . I want to. Can 
you hear better now ? ... I shall speak more distinctly soon. 
S-S-S-S (the sibilants were clear and prolonged) I cannot manage 
her breath . I shall soon do it. Yes, now I think it is better . . . 
when I speak like that. I do not make the whistling sound. I 
wish to speak clearly, distinctly and well. I am so glad to be able 
to speak. I shall do it in time." 

Etta continued in control for twenty-nine minutes, and towards 
the end of that time was speaking somewhat easily. She succeeded 
in pronouncing several relevant names, although failing to give 
others for which she was evidently trying . 

A few weeks later Etta controlled for the second time . Among 
other things she said : " I want to practice names of people . . . 
I want to remember the sound of words while controlling and to 
make the lips sound, to give her brain the names and make her lips 
say them. But it is difficult to think, I fail to connect up my ideas. 
Even now I have a strong consciousness of having been often with 
you, but I find no detailed recollection of the things we have done. 
Do not tell me anything; I wish to practice remembering." 

During Etta's fifth time of controlling she succeeded in describing 
with accuracy a young officer who had recently died, and she trans
mitted several messages from him for his father. These messages 
were rich in evidential items and convinced the father of his son's 
identity. 
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Etta said that she was doing her best to give as much as possible, 
but added : " The extraordinary thing about it is that although he 
told me so much, I am now unable to recall it all. But later, when 
away from here, I shall remember everything." 

Etta controlling. 
"You remember how father described the conscious and sub

conscious division of his mind. The conscious is the lesser, because 
the brain holds but a small portion of the mind . When we passed 
over they both united. Now upcn coming into control that division 
resumes, becasue the mind has once more to work through a finite 
body. We control with the conscious, the subconscious is not within 
easy reach meanwhile. We bring in as much of our mind as we can , 
but the situation for us is something like having to turn from a full 
compass piano to perform for a time upon one having but a single 
octave of notes. There is not much landing room." 

One may enjoy the perfect reception of a wireless apparatus without 
in the least knowing how it works ; but if it begins to fail and dis 
appoint us, we become curious to know what is amiss. With com
plicated instruments trouble frequently arises necessitating some 
delicate adjustment. An understanding of the mechanism enables 
one to do justice to the instrument, and to obtain its best results. 

In trance mediumship we are dealing with living instruments, viz., 
the communicator, the control, and the medium, each of whom 
should be working in adjustment with the others. The communi
cator has come prepared to speak and needs to convey his message 
to the control. The control has a double part to play ; first to ascer
tain what the communicator wishes to say, and then to ensure that 
the message shall be spoken hy the medium. Only in so far as 
these proceesses are accurately carried through will the sitter receive 
the messages in satisfactory form. 

I do not say that the explanation given in this chapter covers all 
the phenomena of trance communication. One does not know. But 
it is a definite achievement to obtain a working hypothesis which 
covers the phenomena observed with Mrs. Leonard. I have accom
panied many sitters and listened to their communications, and I have 
sat with other trance mediums ; but I have not as yet observed any
thing which refuses to harmonise with the above explanation of how 
things are done. If this hypothesis be true of one trance medium, 
it may perhaps apply to all. 

SECTION IV.-THE INFLUENCE OF THE SITTER. 
It is certain that the sitter is an important factor ; his physical 

condition and his mental attitude react upon the medium and control . 
Should he be ill or exceedingly weary there is little likelihood of a 
good sitting. Anyone who is overwhelmed by grief makes 

.. 
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communication difficult, although an emotion which is kept under 
control may assist . 

I am not aware that a sceptical attitude of mind makes any appre
ciable difference if such sitters are polite, kindly and tactful and are 
careful to speak as they would do if conversing with visible communi
cators. Anyone who imagines that the control may be a "secondary 
personality" of the medium, and the communicators merely dramatisa
tions of the mind, would be well ad vised to take the speakers at their 
own valuation for at least so long as the sitting lasts. By so doing he 
gives them opportunity to prove their individuality. During the sitting 
it is essential that one should remain receptive, and indeed, if full 
justice is to be done to the occasion, careful notes must be made of 
all that is said . Some of the best evidence is frequent! y discovered 
when examining such records afterwards ; and that is the time for 
criticism and the weighing of evidence. . 

Intensity of interest causes no obstruction while one remains passive. 
But to ply the communicator with a series of questions, cir to be ardently 
expecting or wishing for some particular name or subject, makes a 
confusion of the mental atmosphere which may baffle the speaker 
and obstruct the passage of his thought to the control . 

Should the sitting drag, one can often impart fresh vivacity by tact
fully introducing a new topic, either by question or, preferably, by an 
expression of interest or curiosity. 

Father controlling. 

"We never know when coming here that our prepared material 
will be available. Some of the best we have given had not been pre
pared. Conversation with us may fit in and give ground upon which 
we can base what we have to give . Those whom Feda terms ' deaf 
and dumb sitters ' are unlikely to provide good ground work. Sitters 
should talk with us in an ordinary manner without giving away informa
tion. Such talk helps us. When first I came here I used to give plenti 
ful evidence of identity; you did not give things away, but you used 
to talk of the pleasure it gave you and so on ." 

Point blank questions are sometimes difficult to meet under the 
ordinary conditions of life, and they usually create confusion at a sitting 
by interrupting the speaker's prepared line of thought. 
Father controlling. 

"The things we give voluntarily are usually the best. We know 1 
what we can give; but when asked to supplement it, in response to / 
questions, we have to conform to your conditions. It is like having 
to pour our thoughts into moulds which you prepare and which are 
not our moulds. It is difficult to explain but, as a rule, it is best that 
you should take what we can give . Questions are difficult in a peculiar 
way. As you are aware, we can often tell you things far more difficult 
than those for which you ask. In using the term ' moulds ' I mean 
a form of words and selection of thoughts." 
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Etta controlling. 
" It is difficult to explain, but the expectation by you of some 

particular thing seems to impinge on some very delicate thought-fabric 
which we are weaving, and spoils it, so that we cannot gather together 
its threads in order. They become knotted up. So the advice is, go 
on keeping passive, and do not think of any particular person or 
thing; that will prevent your thought impinging on ours. Everything 
to do with our thought is much more delicate and subtle than yours, 
therefore our thought should impinge on yours and not vice versa. 
Father says that it would not be wise to rub canvas upon the paints ; 
it has to be done the other way round." 

Etta through Feda. 
" About difficulties in communication; people forget that it.is not 

their plane where all this takes place. The difficulty is in speaking from 
one plane to another. We can pour down our own· material far more 
easily than we can pour down the particular material you may wish 
for. If we wish and think of it first, it does not matter about your 
wishing, but if you wish and question before we have prepared the 
mould, it is very difficult for us, because we have already prepared 
a different mould. The book and newspaper tests were comparatively 
easy to give because you could not mentally influence what we were 
transmitting. 

Some friends of mine had occasionally taken their daughter Joyce 
to share their sittings with Mrs. Leonard. My sister Etta was inter
ested in Joyce's approaching marriage and had referred to her in a 
recent sitting. One day, while on my way to Mrs. Leonard's house 
in Hertfordshire, I saw Joyce in the train and travelled with her to 
London. The incident then passed out of my thought until Etta, 
during Feda's control, made a very definite statement that I had just 
seen someone in whom both she and I were interested. She pro
ceeded to elaborate until there needed only the addition of the name 
Joyce to complete the evidence of her awareness of our meeting that 
morning. I therefore pressed for the name to be given, and when 
Etta said that that was beyond her power, I enquired where the difficulty 
lay. "Partly in you and partly in Feda," vvas her reply. "Then if I 
thought of something else, say the moon, would it make a better 
chance of your giving the key-word of this incident ? " I asked. Etta 
said : " Do so, and I'll try later on to give it ." So I at once put it from 
my mind and waited to write notes of whatever came next. To my 
surprise these words were then slowly spoken : "J hope it will help 
Joyce." 

I will say nothing of those who make false statements to the control, 
save that they will doubtless see exemplified the old proverb : "A 
fool is answered according to his folly." 
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Intelligent readers will have gathered that there is a purpose under
lying the quaint interruptions and humourous remarks which Feda 
so frequently makes. They are a calculated effort to break the tense 
concentration of the sitter's mind . Something similar is found in group 
sittings where singing odight conversation is asked for; the observer 
who complains that this causes waste of time, or that it is in bad 
taste, is unaware that he is being helped to maintain that easy mental 
attitude without which the whole purpose of the sitting may be defeated. 
Excessive eagerness, tenseness , of expectation, and intensity of con
centration, are progressive steps towards failure: 

Again, it is useless to sit with a closed mind , watching for nothing 
but a confirmation of preconceived ideas. This attitude, especially 
with people of forceful and positive mentality, creates disturbance in 
the delicate thought-fabric so essential to communication. 

I quote from my records the following fragment of conversation. 
C.D .T.: Can you tell me, Feda, how you distinguish between 

thoughts coming from the communicator, and those in the sitter's mind? 
FEDA: It is a different feeling altogether, very different. Have 

trained myself to lean towards the communicator and to shut off the 
sitter. Fed a does not like sitters to be in front of the medium, but 
likes to have the communicator in front . I concentrate on just that 
place and so shut off other places. Your father says : "Even that would 
not prevent Feda getting a thought, and not knowing it was from the 
sitter , if the latter happened to be willing something very strongly. 
A sitter might will his thought fifty times and miss, but Feda might 
accidentally take it the fifty-first time." 

· C .D .T. : And would not Feda realise from whom it came ? 
FEDA: He says, not unless she were very careful and on the watch 

for interference. 
Feda then confided to me an experience which related to a strong

minded lady who held certain ideas so forcefully as to make it impos
sible for her husband, who was communicating, to state the contrary. 
Whereupon, the husband told Feda he would not continue speaking, 
as otherwise he would be misleading his wife. Feda continued : 
" Feda is careful not to start with the sitter's thoughts . Feda thinks 
she would know if a sitter's thoughts came in, but your father says : 
' That is not infallibly so, especially if the sitter has a strong way of 
forcing thought.' " 

In Feda's reference to the positively-minded lady we see how 
easily strong prepossessions can defile the springs of truth . Had not 
her communicator been sufficiently alert to notice what was happening 
he might have unknowingly confirmed the lady in her errors. 
Through Feda. 

"Your father says it seems to me that only a certain portion of the 
sensitised region here at a sitting can be used and filled at once. If 
you fill and use it, then we cannot. It is as if we had canvas and paint, 
but yout seized them and started to paint something you wished pic
tured. Then we are foiled. We should have to scrape off, or paint over, 
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what you had put there. I have come to realise that only lately. (Note 
This was in our eleventh year of sitting.) 

" He says it is like double exposure ; it does not help when two 
impressions are on the same plate. There is confusion , muddle. It 
would not do for you as a sitter to fill the sensitised area with the impres
sions of what you wish." 

Here follows a quotation summing up much that a sitter needs 
to know . 
Father controlling . 

" It is easier for us to read you mind when away from here than 
it would be during a sitting. It is supposed by some that a medium 
reads the mind of the sitter ; but one has only to experiment to dis
cover how difficult it is for us to answer questions. We can sail along 
giving details quite unknown to you ; but if you suddenly ask a simple 
question which comes into your mind, it presents a difficulty to us. 
Now if we were reading your mind there ·would not be that difficulty. 

" During a sitting we are bent on keeping intact the link between 
ourselves and the control ; for if we lost it through giving too much 
attention to you, it would be difficult to regain. It is as a thread which 
will stretch a little, but if taken round you as well as the medium it 
would break. A question often breaks the thread of our thought and 
we have to drop the topic. We can often create another, and substitute 
it for the other quite quickly. We do not mind your asking questions 
because we know that, if we do not take them up, you will understand 
that there was a reason. But some sitters would feel distressed and 
disappointed, which makes it hard for their communicator. Our 
feeling of absolute ease with you makes it possible for us to do our 
best. We know you will not be distressed if we cannot do what you 
ask at some particular moment." 

We may hope that progress will be made on both sides in lessening 
the obstacles which at present beset intercourse between the two 
states of existence. It is encouraging to recall how the imperfections 
of early telephony were overcome by study and persistent experiment. 
When a like attention shall have been directed by many minds to this 
mental telephony its laws will be more fully understood and an in
creased facility of intercourse made possible. 

Toward the close of my tenth year of investigation I remarked 
to my father while he was controlling, " I have been studying afresh 
the difficulties of communication, all I have noticed here, and all 
that you have told me of the processes involved in giving your messages. 
How different is the reality from my first ideas of it : for then I pic
tured you coming as a shining presence and talking with perfect 
freedom to Feda." 

He replied : " I think it will be a long while before communication 
becomes as easy as you pictured it. But it should grow much easier 
when we have a more perfect type of medium and of sitter, people 
who can attune their mind to the requisite degree." 
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SOME RECENT POLTERGEIST CASES 
INVESTIGATED BY THE COLLEGE. 

By J. H EWAT McKENZIE. 

'' P SYCHIC ScmNCE '' has in previous a rticles reported remarkable 
polterg·eist activity which has· come directly under t he observa
tion of the College; see P SYCHIC SCIENCE fm- Janua ry, 1923, which 
dealt with the lig hter variety w hich afflicted " I-Ianni," the yo unl[ 
Austrian g irl, and t he iss ue for O ctober , 1925 , which recoun ted 
the very heavy hand of that wh ich accompanied Gwen Morley, 
the Yorkshire mill g irl. 

A happy issue for these g irl s. was reported, and to date, now 
several yea rs, we have hea rd of no recurrence. Through medium
ship--Mrs. Barkel 's in the latter case-the cause was found and 
dealt with . In that case it was distinctly t raced to a di ssolute 
and unhappy father whose tas tes seem ed still to keep him earth
bound, a nd associated with his daug hter. There was no love lost 
between them either in life or a fte r the fat her's pass in g·. 
Poltergeist-annoying, di sorderly psycho-physical happenings
ar·e often bred of s uch di ssension, providing a n undeveloped sensi
tive person is in the family. Other causes may operate, but thi" 
is a fruitfu l source, a nd should be carefully watched for by a ll 
inv•estigators of such activity. It has been hinted by an able 
communicator from the other side that the human disturber who 
is a t a very dense lev~l ethe rically, at tracts spirits of non-human 
order. This mig ht s uggest a n explanation for the very freakish 
and uncontrolled nature of the ma nifes tations if these others 
are not a menable to huma n will powe r, but it would seem that if 
the human soul in contact ca n. be awakened, the " others " are 
compelled to r•etire. 

Several cases have recently come before the Coll ege with requests 
for examination a nd help. In fact ther·e seems to be a plentiful 
crop recently, if we can judge from newspaper reports; or is it 
that the old fea1- of these things has gone, and that those affl icted 
are not averse to ask for help, and that however ignorant the 
sufferers m ay be, there is us uall y some knowledgeable neighbour 
who has heard of the College or some other centre as a means 
of help. Someti mes we hear of th e priest being reso rted to, with 
varying success . 

A Ghost in Suburbia. 

In a recent case in South-West London I was asked to assist 
a famil y who for several months had been considerably a nnoyed 
during many evenings and nig h ts by knockings, movem ents of 
obj ects, etc. , for wh ich no normal reason could be fou nd . The 
long-con tinued annoyance was beginning to react on the health 
of various members o f rh e fa mil y throug h in terruption of sleep. 
A daughter who was delicate a nd a yo un g son were very nervous. 
About the time of my contact with the case this son contracted 
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diphtheria, and ha d been removed to hospita l, a nd his parents 
qui te thoug ht he had been predi sposed to infection by the effect 
on his nerves o f the st ra nge experiences in the fa mil y . 

Mrs . McK enzie a nd I pa id a vis it one evening a nd found a 
very nice fa mily, cons is tin g of rat her , mother, young married 
daug hter a nd two sons. N o ma id was kep t. Two P ekingese clogs 
were va lued pets . The acco un t o r t heir suffe ri ngs can best be 
read in t he fo ll owing report s uppl iecl to us by the head of the 
household , whom we will ca ll Mr. C. As fa r as poss ible it is 
wise to keep such cases quiet , ro r g reat a nnoyance a nd suffering 
may be inAic tecl on a ra mily by t he " ·ilcl curios ity engendered in 
Press a nd public advertisement , tho ug h sometimes the matter 
cannot be hid , so s ta rtling are t he occurrences . 

Nothin g- ha ppened clurin cr the v is it pa id , but a p romi se of assis
tance was g- iven s hould a fur t her outbreak occur. In three ·week s 
the call ca me for help, a nd acco mpa nied by Mrs. Ga rrett, th e 
Colleg e trance medium , a second v is it w as mad e. with happy 
results . Th rou g h he 1- rn ecliumship , a rela tive, F. , ·whom the C. ' s 
acknowl eclg-ecl had passed ove r s ix mo nth s be fo re, was contac ted, 
a nd decla red to be unawakened o n the other s ide, a nd considerably 
disturbed in mind over hi s affa irs . A very ba d phys ical condition 
affecti11 g hi s arm a nd ha nd parti cul a rl y was shown by the medium. 
Mr. C . acknowledged a ll t he fac ts, includin g- names and conditions, 
a nd said that no w ill had been found, much to th eir su rprise , a s 
F., the re la ti ve , was o f very ca reful ha bits, a nd tha t there fore the 
estate had been wound up as in testate. H e was the las t person in 
the world t hey \rn uld have ass·ociated wit h such di s tu rba nces . The 
communicato r, however , d eclared t hat he had been t ry ing to m ake 
them hea r him spea k , a nd was very tro ubled tha t he. could get 110 
respon se. H e st a ted t hat he could 11 ot find hi s wife a nywh ere. 
Mr, C. told him that hi s old ho me was broken up an d hi s wife g on e 
to a conside ra ble di stance. F . pro fessed to be very a nnoyed th a t 
she should have do ne so w ithout co11 su lt ing him. Ask ed if he 
could tell a nything a bout the w ill , he described a roo m a nd a 
desk he used, clea rl y recogni sed by the C. 's. H e sa id tha t he 
knew hi s w ife was most careless re pape rs-acknowledged to be 
true a nd a cause o f compl a int wit h hi m in life-a nd that he was 
a nxious to put t he w ill in a safe place in the wooden back o f a 
picture, w hich he described . T he p icture a nd its posit ion was 
recog ni sed by Mr. C. 's da ug hter, w ho had been o fte n wit h F . 
towa rds the encl. Mr. McK enzi.e then soug ht to awa ken F . to 
hi s conditio n , tha t he had left the ea rth body , a nd need not be 
t roubled a bo ut hi s affa irs . \ Vith a g reat cry he came to himself, 
calling on hi s wife by na me, as it was a id he a lways did when he 
needed her during hi s las t cl ays. The g uide , " U vani," then 
took contro l, a nd said tha t now they would be able to m ake him 
awa re of hi s w ife., a nd tha t a ll would be well. H er c hange of 
residence ha d confused him apparently, as he was very fond of his 

• 
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old home. H e 'was attached to the ·C. 's a nd being drawn to them, 
found in their house some mediumi stic facu lty \\· hi ch ena bled hi s 
efforts to a ttract attent ion to be hea rd. " Uvani " said that he 
beli eved the disturbances wo uld now be mitigaterl, though F. might 
not be r esponsible for a ll , as othe r wanderers mig ht have been 
attracted by t he psychic fo.rce, but that with his release the power 
of the others would be weakened . A sp irit, I-I., was me nti oned by 
the medium , w ho was probably the fri end refer red to later in M r. 
C. 's report, a lso a woman, Sincla ir , a former occupa nt of the 
house, unknown to C. 's but to w hom letter s have been addressed. 
All these matters were unknown to us o r to M rs. Garrett, w ho did 
not even k now where or to whom she was being ta k en on the 
occas10n . 

Mr. C. writes me on July 20th:
Dear Mr. McKenzie, 

I am writing on behalf of my family and self to thank you 
fo r your kindness in coming here a fortnight ago, to endeavour 
to rid us of the rather disturbing happenings which ·we have ha d 
to put up with during the last fo ur month s. Your assistance 
would app·ear to have been quite s uccessful , as we have not 
had the sli g htest recurrence to thi s elate. T ha nking you a nd 
Mrs. Ga rre tt for yo ur ass istance and courtesy, I am, etc. 
On asking Mr. C. whether he had been able to locate the 

mi ss ing will, h e repli ed t hat the w iclovv of F. cleclinecl to look 
for it as indi cated, or to believe a nyt hing a bout the matter. But 
he promi sed that when he visits her he will endeavour to find out 
fo r himself. It wo uld be va luable t o know w hether t here was a true 
memory on F. 's part or only t he re memb ra nce of a confused 
intention to put the wi ll in a safe place . 

I asked Mr. C. to furnish Ille with a n acco unt of the affair from 
the start, wh ich he has kindly done as follows:-

16th August, 1928. 
J. H ewat McKenzie, E sq., 

Principal, t he Bri t ish College of Psychic Science, 
59, Holland Park, W.11. 

D ear M r. McKenzie, 
In accorda nce with the reg uest conta ined in your letter of the 

2 l st ulto.; I have pleasure' in g iv ing yo u some acco unt of the 
extrao rdin a ry happ enings at th is house. 

W e ent·ered int·o residence here a week before Chri stmas last. 
My family consists of my wife and self , a marri ed da ug hter aged 
30, and two sons aged 26 and 22 years respectively. No servant 
s leeps in t he house, wh ich is a n ordinary semi-detached villa. 
None of us has gone in for Spiritua lism. My boys a re both 
h ea lthy fellows and ex-P ublic schoolboys . 

W e ha d no disturba nce of any k ind until Ma rch last, when on 
two occasions my bedroom door was burst open during the 
night; it has no key, but was a lways la tched pro perly. J 
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then put a wooden wedge under after shu tting the door, but 
this a lso was forced the following night. However, we thought 
nothing of it un t il a few nig hts after, when my sons, who slept 
in the next room to mine, called o ut to me and stated that there 
was someone in t he house. I joined them, a nd lea rnt tha t 
heavy rappings on the wall of their bedroom adjoining the stair
case to the next floor had been keeping them awake for . some 
time. V./.e looked a ll ove1- the house from top to cella r, a nd 
findin g nothing wong returned to our rooms. Less than t en 
minu tes late r the knocking a ll do,,·n the wall by the sta ircase 
\Vas res umed, fini shing on their bedroom door as thoug h some
one were loudly ba nging their open hands on the door. This 
was more di sturbing, a nd my younger son, with a tall china 
candlestick in his hand, went a long t he la nding to turn on 
the electric lig h t ; he placed the candlestick on a small table 
a nd crossed the lobby to turn on the lig ht , a nd we a ll saw the 
candlesti ck smashed off the ta ble on to the g round a nd broken 
into fragm ents. At t he sa me time my elder son, who was 
standing by me outside my bedroom door, was seized ro und the 
s houlders. This upset him a good deal, although it was in 
the nature of a friendly hug . The conclusion was impressed 
upon me that these happen ings mu st be s uperno rmal, a nd I a t 
o nce thought of a friend who di ed a bout eig ht years ago, a 
Captain in the Me1-cantile Marine , who m I had befriended since 
1914, a nd in fact been hi s only hope in life, in consequence of 
which he was devoted to us a ll. [Vi.Te understand that this 
ma n di ed in rather unha ppy conditions .- }. M'K.J 

"After the above happeni ngs we heard nothing more until t he 
next night (this would be about the las t week in March), when 
my w ife decided to have a try at communication by spelling 
o ut the alphabet. By this means we were informed by means 
of, knocks that it was the spirit of o ur frie nd above referred to, 
na med H enshaw, a nd that he had been trying to communicate 
with us for years, bu t could onl y do so in a ha unted house , 
w hich ours was . These conversations went on for a few 
nig·hts , w hen something much more unpleasant occurred. Quite 
apart a nd distinct from the fri endl y littl e rappings we heard 
loud heavy thuds or bangs in the cellar, which ca me nearer until 
they were shaking the walls of the landing in wh ich we were 
assembled. Our fr iend sa id he must go, and advised us to go 
to bed at once. Afte rwa rds, invariably when we were com
municating w ith ou r friend this horrible banging and thudding 
commenced, and we were informed t hroug h the alphabet that 
it was the ghost of a nrnn who had committed a murder on 
the ground upon wh ich th is house stands, a bout ninety yea rs 
ao-o. We asked this evi l thing if we could assist it by prayer, 
o~ by othe r mean s, a nd it seemed to go fra ntic with rage ;;ind 
shook the walls with its banging-s, and then, a nd on several 
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subsequent occasions horribl e scratchings were heard all round 
the frieze of the ceilings . 

"This became so trying to us all that I approached t he Psychica l 
Research Society, and that same evening they sent down one 
of their invest igators, Mrs. Brackenbury, who arrived about 
10.30 p.m. Whilst we we re waiting for her my wife was terrified 
on a nswer ing a knock at the front door to see a ho rcil> '.c looking
form standing sideways in the porch, with a very white, pasty 
faoe. The fi g ure made no remark or movement; she called out 
to me a nd I went out into the road and round the garden, but 
there was no one. Our fri end H enshaw told us the next nig ht 
tha t it was the ghost of the murdere r. Mrs. Brackenshaw had 
no experience that ni g·ht, but remained all night in hopes. She 
came on two subsequent occasions before having· a n experience, 
and then had a very good one, stating afterwards that it was 
the most genuine a nd authentic case she ha d ever met with. She 
also called with another investiga tor, Dr. ·\i\Toolley , on two 
occasions, but in the daytime , when nothing haepened . 

"In the meantime· we were s till di sturbed a lmost nig htly, but 
not now by th e ev il thing. Some friends brought a medium 
clown, a Mrs. Cleg·g , one afternoon, and I had a stormy time 
with what purported to be the spirit of the murderer. If it 
was genuin e the poor thing certainly seemed to be a· " soul 
in torment," a nd we all felt genuinely sorry for it. After two 
minues of silent prayer it suddenly shouted out that its chains 
were being lifted, and that it could see the lig ht. After 
express ing grati tude and promising not to annoy us any more, 
it went away, and a nother spirit took possession . In my 
ig norance [ cannot say whether this was genuine or not, but 
it is a curious thing that since then we have neve r had the evil 
thing aga in. 

" After the very wonderful seance we had here, w hen yo u 
kindly broug ht along your own medium , we had no more dis
turba nce of a ny kind for three weeks, but they have recommenced 
since. I think it must be the woman Sinclair, whom your 
medium referred to, who is responsible. Someone of that na me 
must have lived here , as letters have come addressed to her, 
but we cannot find out anything abou.t her. 

"Owing to my daug hter's nervousness, my wife for sorne '' 'eeks 
s lept upsta irs w ith her, whilst my son-in-law was away at sea, 
and I had my two s·ons in my room, the yo unger one sleeping 
on a single bed. Hitherto all the disturba nces had been on 
the landings, and we had not been annoyed in our rooms, but 
one night in ea rly June, when my elder son was away for the 
nig ht , my younger son and self had o ur room invaded. He 
had a very bad cold, a nd after I had been in bed about half an 
hour I hea rd a most weird groan and moan combined, which 
~eemed to some from my wardrobe. Thinking it was my son 
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who mig ht be ta ken worse, I stood it for two or three minutes, 
a nd then said to him , " ' i\That's the ma tter, old m an? D o you 
feel worse? ' ' a nd he at once sa id, ' ' Thank God you have 
spoken, D ad . I thoug ht you were dying, a nd was afraid to 
speak to you. " vVe have heard this groan again once on the 
28th Jul y last. If it could be called a voice, it is more feminine 
tha n masc ulin e. 

"Two nig hts later I a nd my two boys were going to sleep , 
when I di st inctly fe lt some small article fall on me. I said 
nothing , as. I d id not want to di sturb the boys, but a few 
minutes afterwards someth ing was flung across the room which 
woke them up. I turned the light on and found a magazine 
which I had been read in g· bad been taken from the table at 
my bedside and dropped on me, and a lso fo und that one of 
my shoes , wit h a tree in it, ha d been flun g across the room. I 
t urned on both the electric lights, a nd we lay talking, and 
my yo unge r son sa id, " Now they cannot do anything; they 
a re awful cowards a nd do not like li g hts." He had no sooner 
sa id this than an empty t umbler which he had placed under
neath his bed was lifted up, sailed right over his beq, and fe ll 
on my eldest son, w ho was in bed with me. Then we all saw 
a heavy travell ing rug li fted fro m the little bed a nd flung all 
over my eldest son in bed with me. vVe put it back, a nd it 
was thrown ove r my yo unger son. Shortly after his pants a nd 
ve t were lifted nearly to the ceiling and gent ly lowered aagin. 
During a ll t hi s there we re loud rapping·s on the mahogany pa nel 
at the head of my bed, of w hi ch we took no noti ce . 

"At least s ix fr iends, apart from my fami ly, have had wu111.ler
ful expe ri ences here at diffe rent t imes , a nd their names and 
ev idence a re available if necessary. One in particular, a very 
a bl e ma n, slept in my son 's room one ni g ht , and had such an 
expe ri ence, as he said at breakfast next morning, that he would 
not go through it again for £1,000 . Three t imes dm!ng the nig-ht 
I had to go to them ; t he th uds a nd ba ng ing, someti mes o n the 
ce iling and then ri g h t between their beds, we re te rri fyi ng. Once 
my friend, who was sitting up in bed, was pushed down the 
bed by hi s neck, an d the next minute his shirt with collar 
travell ed from a cha ir a nd was forced round hi s neck from the 
front. Evident ly " they " did not like him, and were hin t ing 
that h e sho uld go. 

On the 8th llfay more d isturbance in my bedroom. After 
pu tti ng up with rap pings on my bed for some time I askP.d 
the di st urber who it was, and it spelt out John R ogers the 
Marty r, a nd stated he was sent by the Almighty in answer 
to p raye r to drive away the spirits, an d that we should not 
be troubled a ny more. This rather inte rested me, as I a m a 
direct descenda nt from that first Marian Martyr. But it was 
all bunkum, and to my mind is sta rt ling evidence of t he da ring 
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and impudence of these poor wandering spirits, who appar
ently have no reverence even for the Hig hest, and are only out 
to terrify, and if they cannot do that, to mislead people. 

"I hope the foregoing will g ive you what you require. Any
how, you can probably extract what you require for your files. 

Yours very sincerely, 
R-- C--

No suggestions have been made that anyone in the family has 
been responsible for making these disturbances in any normal 
way. The daughter was in a delicate condi t ion, and any 
annoyance was undesirable for her. One of the boys was nervous 
and subsequently became ill and was away from home. The 
disturbances continued in · his absence. There remain , therefore, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. a nd another son, at business, who did not seem 
to be affected by them so much as his brother, though both he 
and his father suffered considerably throug h broken sleep. Mrs. 
C. is of a mediumistic type , and on occasions in her life has had 
experiences of soul-travelling, proving she has undeveloped 
psychic powers . The curious occurrence of the visitor a t t he 
door was reported to me., and Mrs . C. maintained that she 
experienced a feeling o f great horror of the visito·r, who would 
not s peak to her, and who, a few minutes later, could not be 
found by Mr. C. w hen he was called. There is no proof beyond 
her own and her daug hter' s , but the description g iven would 
indicate a very crude appearance. They say the door was rattled 
violently. The story of the murderer cannot be verified. I t was 
received first by the family throug h the rappings, by means of 
a code. There are still occasional rappings, but the family are 
now at rest regarding the matter, and no further annoyance has 
been reported to date. 

It is said that occasionally during the disturbances the 
P ekingese, well-bred d ogs, refused to go near the wall where 
the chief knockings were heard. The whole story is in harmony 
with t he many accounts of such occurrences w hich have reached 
us in modern times, and w hich have been person ally seen by us 
on the College premi ses. 

It is the business of psychic science whose work la rgely deals 
with the examination of orderly psychic phenomena, to assist in 
relievi ng these cases of disorderly phenomena for the sake of the 
living w ho suffer through them a nd for the release of the ea rth
bound souls who a re often associated with the disorder. 

A Farmhouse Episode. 
Within the last few weeks I received a request from a we.U

known woman in Surrey, asking help in d ealing with an outbreak 
pf phenomena on one of the farms upon her estate; ·She happened 
to· know . something about psychic ma tters , and at once gave the 
matter attention. 
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visited the case with Mrs. McKenzie, but ascerta ining that 
a medium would not be welcome, throug h fooli sh ideas put into 
the minds of the people concerned, did not a rm myself w ith thi s 
valuable assis tance. 

The account g iven us described how for several days during 
tha t week the sitting room of the fa rmhouse had been in pan
demonium , and a considerable amount of breakages had occurred. 
The clock had been lifted fro m the mantel-piece and had not g one 
since ; chairs and tables had been th rown a bout, and a rticles of 
clothing and ornaments removed. O nly on two or three occasions 
had anyth ing been seen in transit, but so distressing had been the 
h appenings that the fa rmer and hi s wife had been genuinely 
fri g htened, neve r having contemplated such ha ppenings as 
realiti es, let alone experi encing them in their own home. 

A more idyllic spot could not be imag·ined than the o ld ho use 
w ith its beautiful ga rden , very nicely furnished and kept, showing 
the attention of a house-proud woman. Mr. a nd Mrs . R. a re 
thoug htful people in middle life , w ith on e valued little son of 
eig ht, a brig ht , intelligent boy. The other occupants a re a young 
man-a farm pup il-and a gi rl o f 16, a da ily maid w ho bas been 
with t hem for two yea rs. She has d eveloped considerably during 
thi s time, and is very happy with the fa mily, and devoted to the 
boy , as he is to her. She sleeps a t home, some di stance from the 
farm . Disturbances ha ppened mostly when both she and the boy 
were present , but it was noticed that t he g irl a lways knew where 
things were even when they s uddenly di sappeared and ha d to be 
searched for, and were sometimes fo und a t a di stance. This would 
indica te a sub-conscious kno-wledge on her pa rt , if the centre of 
the force was in her being. M rs . McK enzie talked w ith her, and 
concluded that her physical development bad outstripped her 
mental growth , althoug h she -d id not lack in intelligence, a nd that 
some kind of release o f psychic force, which has so often been noted 
a s accompanyi ng thi s age and developm ent, had taken place , and 
was being used for the happenings. 

The young man pupil reported on one occasion tha t in hi s 
p resence t he g irl looked at a jar .o f marmalade saying she could 
make it move, and to hi s amazement it did so, being lifted from 
one pa rt of the t able and set down a foot away. Finding that she 
was the obj ect of. suspicion as to the happenings , the g irl rather 
a ttempted to throw bl ame upo n the boy as being up to mischievous 
pranks, a k ind of in stinctive self-protection on her part. 

Mrs . R. was d eeply perturbed in case her boy should be a 
medium , ev ideritly thinking if it were so he might as well b e d ead, 
but we were able to comfo rt her and to encourage both herself 
a nd her husband to cease fearing and g ive the matter an intellig ent 
attention, as something which mig ht teach them valuabl e lessons . 

Things had b een quiet for two days before our v isit, and the 
maid wa s just g oing fo r a week' s holiday. I hear nothing 
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. happened during the week of her absence, nor for a week after 
· her return. Mrs: R . has regained control of herself and writes 
gratefully of the calming effect our visit had upon her. Her 
distress was most acute. 

Here again is ·another case out of the blue-or the murk as we 
choose to regard it . To Mrs. R. it seemed positively disastrous 
that· such things could happen in her well-ordered and harmonious 
household. To me it see!'Iled a call for some.thing at present un
known, to be put in order. As in life only a very mischievous or 
distracted person seeks to cause havoc and destruction, so we can 
imagine if it has anything to do with the other side, only a mis
chievous person or one ignorantly or desp·erately seeking some 
relief for some mental troubl_e would occasi0n such. It is a pity 
when misreport of the nature of psychic investigations, usually 
thr.ough religious ignorance, prevents help being given . These 
cases serve a double purpose, to call attention in no uncertain way 
to the reality of supernormal facts, and to indicate that the hap
penings are guided by an intelligence, even if a mischievous one. 

Another Farmhouse Case. 

I visited another case at a farmhouse in Kent, a few months 
ago, which was reported in all the newspapers at the time. Serious 
disturbances in the farmhouse and outhouses were reported, 
furniture being thrown about in the rooms, and especially in the 
sitting room. Manifestations took place most frequently in the 
presence of the farmer's son, a youth of 16, and had been going 
on for some months, often during both day and night, with 
periods of cessation, common in cases where the psychic force 
is not particularly . strong, and where, as in this case, numbers 
of curious visitors attended to see the phenomena. 

I was invited to visit the farm, and accompanied by Major 
Mowbray, a College member, and Mrs. Garrett as medium, did 
so. Working with her excellent guide, " Uvani," I discovered 
the · presence of a -deceased relative· who showed considerable irri
ation towards one of the living members of the family, and who 
was probably the indirect cause of the annoyance, manifesting 
through the unsuspected mediumship of the boy. The statement 
was made through the guide that our visit would close the dis
turbances, and we have heard nothing since. . 
_ A few days before our visit it was reported that the boy h<').d 

been .at a public dance in the village hall. It was lighted by 
electricity, and it was said that on two occasions the lights were 
turned _ out for a brief interval while no one was near the switch, 
the lights apparently going off of their own accord. No other 
lights in the village were reported . as being disturbed at the same 
time, and it was concluded that the mediumship of the boy was the 
cause. 
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Several in stances of a s imilar nat ure have been observed a t 
the College under reg ula r medi umship , when by req uest t he lig hts 
have been put on and off. 

The youth in question was an intellig en t boy, having no abnor
mali ty in his appearance or behavio ur. The manifestations 
seemed to be confined to the building s on t he fa rm ; noth ing was 
reported in the open. The happen ing s were not of the violent 
order, and ma ny of the v ill ag e rs were sceptical regarding their 
reali ty. None to ok place during my visit of a few ho urs . 

T he deta il s of some of these cases wo uld be sta rtling if they 
could be given , b ut as a ru le they a re of a private nature, bound 
up w ith the fa mily history , a nd cannot be made public. 

A Poltergeist in a Huguenot Household . 

Poltergeist " is also a matter of hi storical record, indicating 
aga in t ha t under conditions set up unconsciously by certain per
sons, often young peo ple , phys ical noises and vo ices , showing 
inte llig ence , can be heard by everyone in the neig hbourhood. 

Two pamphlets by F a ther H erbert Thurston , S. J., reprints from 
the Catholi c " T he Mo nth ," have been sent to me, dealing with 
simila r cases. 

" A Polte rgeis t in a Huguenot H ouseho ld " dea ls w ith a record exam ined 
by the H on . Robert Boyle, one of the founders of the l~ oyal Society. "While 
in Geneva about 1642-44 Boyle met a Hugueno t clergyman, F rancis Per rault, 
who gave h im a copy of the narra tive drawn up shor tly after the even ts 
occurred . The ti tle runs, " The deYill of M ascon, or a t rue rcl ai. ion of thL· 
chiefe things which a n U ncleane Spiri t d id and sa id a t Tvl ascon in Burgundy 
in the hou e of Mr. Fra ncis Perra ul t , Minister of the R e-formed Church in the 
same town. Published in French by himself, and now made E ng li sh by one 
tha t hath a pa r t icul a r knowledge of the tru th of this s tory. " O xford. 
P rin ted by H en. H a ll, Pr in ter to Uni ve rsi ty for R ich. Dav is , 1658 . 

Boyle encouraged the transla t ion in to E ngli sh by Dr. Peter Du Moulin , a 
g rea t schola r, and writes hi m that wh ile hi s life and studies have made him 
backwa rd in paying a ny a tten t ion lo the fict ions a nd superstitions usua lly 
as'soc ia ted wi th such ta lcs, " The conversat ion I had with the pious a uthor 
during my stay at Geneva , a nd the p resen t he was p leased to m ake me of 
the t reat ise befo re it was p r inted , in a place where l had the opportunity to 
enq ui re both after the wri ter a nd a fter some passages in the book, did a t 
leng th overcome in me (as to thi s na r ra t ive) , a ll my settled ind isposedness to 
believe s tra nge th ings. " 

Perrault seems to have been held in the highest esteem by all who knew 
hi m. H e rela tes how h~ had been absen t with one of h i' elders on church 
bus iness for a few cl ays , a nd on their re turn home, found hi s wife and ma id 
most d is tressed by occurrences d uring hi s absence. The curta ins of his w ife 's 
bed were drawn w ith Yiolencc, so th a t the ma id sha ri ng the room ' rose , bu t 
sa w nothi ng . The next nigh t they s lept together, a nd the bla nke ts were 
pu lled off, a nd the ma id trying the door a nd unbolting it, felt a s if a g rea t 
weig ht pressed fro :n the other s ide. She ca lled a yo uth in the house to open 
it, a nd wh1;n she went in the ki tchen fo und the pewte r and b1·a-;s th row n ah 1ut, 
" a nd the fo llowing n ights. •.he evil spi r it m ade such a noise as they used to 
ma ke when they g ive a cha rivary , or when they w ill h ive bees." (A cha r iva ry 
is a mad kind of serenade music o f pa ns a nd kettles , says a footnote.) 

M. Perra ul t could •not believe t h ~ s tory, a nd credited a misch ievous person 
or practica l joker with fri ghteni ng the women , a nd so personally saw to a ll 
fas teni ngs hi mself on the n ight of hi s re turn . H e went to bed and immedi ate ly 
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rhere began a grea t noise in the kitchen, as if a great piece of wood was 
being thrown about ; knockings on the wainsco t, as if made with the point of 
a finger, a nd sometimes as with a fist, a nd as if many things were being 
thrown about. H e got up, a nd taking his sword, went to the kitchen, the 
maid holding the candle before him, but could find nothing. The noise was 
repea ted and he aga in searched, but in va in. " Then," he says, " did I 
begin to know indeed tha t a ll this could ri ot proceed but fro m a wicked spirit, 
and so did I pass the night in such an astonishment as a ny ma n may 
imag ine." 

Next day he made a report to the elders of the Church, and to a well-known 
nota ry, a nd a number of gen tlemen came to see for themselves . For severa l 
evenings nothing happened, but they continued their visiLs, a nd one evening, 
" In the presence of us all, including the no ta ry, he (the evil spirit) began to 
whistle three or four times with a loud, shr ill tone, and presently to frame an 
a rticula te and intellig ible voice , though somewhat hoa rse, which seemed to 
be about three or four steps from us. It was a popular Ii ttle tune, a nd then 
ht: repeated ma ny times ' Minister,' ' Minister.' The vo ice was very terrib!e 
to us at first-I was long before I could answer anything , but only " Get 
thee from me, Satan ; the Lord rebuke thee ! ' " 

Howeyer, they seem to have go t ove·r the ir fea r and Perrault goes on to 
tell of long a nd bantering conversa tions held between the spi ri t and the visitors, 
who nigh t a fter nigh t assembled in the house. The communicator evidently 
a mused himself a t the ir expense. " H e would repeat the Lord 's . Prayer, the 
Creed, a nd the ten Comm andments. H e said many things which might be 
true as to some par t icula r passages belongi·ng to my fami ly, as among other 
th ings tha t my father had been poisoned, na ming the ma n tha t did it, and 
why, and specifying the place and m anner of the poison. " 

The spirit is a lso sa id to h ave told untrue and mischievous s tories, but 
there was no doubt that he had a knowledge of past a nd d is tant things which 
could not be na tura lly known. " As his words were s trange and admirable, so 
were his actions strange a nd powerful, toss ing about very often a g reat roll 
of cloth of fifty ells." " Once he snatched a brass candlestick out of the 
ma id's g rasp, leaving the candle lighted in her hand . " 

A physician was in the house one day, and in one of the rooms the bedding 
had been thrown on the floor by polterge ist. " I called the ma id to make the 
bed in our presence," says Perra ult, " but presently we saw the bed undone 
and tumbled on the floor as before. '' 

Perrault says tha t many of his fri ends assoc ia ted " the com ing of tha t 
demon " to the m a id 's presence in the house.. fo r she was the daughter of 
pa ren ts suspec ted of w itchcr aft. " She would jes t a nd be familiar with the 
spir it," a nd expostu late tha t he brought her no wood, whereupon a faggot 
would be thrown clown for her a t the s ta irheacl. The maid left their service 
and the one who followed was " beaten by the demon and water poured on 
her in bed " until she a lso was forced to leave. 

The climax was troublesome, says the good clergyma n. " The ev il spirit 
threw stones about the house. conti nually from morning to evening, some 
two or three pounds in weight. The notary marked one of the stones with 
a piece of coal, a nd flun g it out. One was thrown back to him, recognised 
as hav ing his mark upon it. On picki ng up the stone he fou nd it very ho t , 
and said he believed it had been in hell since he h and led it firs t." 

The devil then seems to have ta ken 'his departure, probably the withdrawa l 
of the maidservant iessenecl the psychic power, a nd M. Perrault gives thanks 
tha t " he was not permitted to do a ny h arm neither in person nor in goods." 
M. Per raul t was fortun a te , as while ra rely bodi ly damage is recorded in such 
cases, break ages are a common feature. 

A spirit g reeted as a devil probably behaves like one, and the 
above case is worthy of note, in so far as the methods of to-day 
u~ed by psychic students show a considerable advance in intelligent 
dealing. If we can assist in the release of an ignorant spirit by 
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persuasion we are serving a large purpose; if we only drive him 
out, he proba bly takes up his abode elsewhere, and repeats the 
t r0uble. 

Readers must not think because Father Thurston reports such 
a case that he is in sympathy with spirit communion as known to 
us . He takes exception to Mr. Dennis Bradley's books " Towards 
the Stars '' and '' The Wisdom of the Gods,'' arguing that I he 
communicators are only deceivers, simulating the voices of the 
deceased, about whom undoubtedly they know a great deal. It 
is the old attitude of fear, as against the scientific examination 
of fact. 

These matters have been often treated by priests through 
exorcism , which ceremony cannot be performed by every priest, 
and probably those into whose hands the knowledge is given 
are acqua inted with the same laws as psychic students put into 
practice in dealing with similar disturbances. There is no mystery 
about the matte r, if one can get in contact with the disturbing 
intelligence. This requires both patience and knowledge when 
dealing with ignorant and passionate spirits, and only instructed 
people who have no fear regarding the matter should undertake 
to deal with them. 

Some years ago in a well-known case, which continued for 
many months to the annoyance of a whole neig hbourhood, a 
minister of the Church of England endeavomed to exorcise the 
spirit by holding a prayer meeting in the home. There followed 
immediately a worse outbreak than ever, rising to a climax that 
nearly drove the faniily from their abode. Through my contact 
through mediumship with the spirit who was causing the trouble 
the disturbance ceased, though the sufferers are unconscious to 
this day of this fact, as the power wa·s broken tby a seance held 
away from their home, they being adverse to such practices. In 
that case the disturber was a deceased daughter of the household, 
who cons idered she had a grievance again.st her mother. 

Spirits Who Bite and Scratch. 

Another article by Father Thurston deals with the " Zug un " 
phenomena at the National Laboratory of Psychical R esearch, and 
compares it with the " Schuppart Case of Giessen in the seven
teenth century when a professor of theology suffered for six years, 
declaring before a committee that every pane of his study window 
was repeatedly smashed; that stones of six to ten pounds in 
weight missed him by a hair's breadth, and that his wife was 
repeatedly struck, but that the blows caused little pain. He 
said that he had been '' bitten '' so that marks of both rows of 
teeth could be distinguished, the two big fangs standing out plainly 
and that they were sharp as pins. 

Another case of such bitings is quoted from a record by a well-known 
citizen of Bristol, Mr. H enry Durbin, called " A narrative of some extra
o rdinary things that happened to Mr. R. Giles's children in Bristol, 1800." 
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So seYerely was !Vlr. Durbin ridicu led for his testimony regarding these 
things that the nar ra tive was not published till a fte r his death. 

H e notes that the two child ren concerned, g irls of thirteen and eight, 
would suddenly deYelop ma rks on their fl esh, a s if made w ith a thumb nail. 
H e watched thi s tak ing pl ace a nd saw as if the fl esh were pressed down, 
whitish, ri s ing aga in and leaving the print as of a finger na il, the edges 
of which grew reel a fterwa rds . This hurt and smarted , the girls reported. 
Scratchings and knockings hera lded the adven t of these occurrences. Even 
in bed the chi ldren were not sa fe, but continually reported the p inches. On 
one occasion a g rea t table \\·as turned upside clo\\·n, requ iring two men to 
n1ove it. " 

· In the " G\\·en Morley Case " a t the College, s imil a r inc iden ts happened 
with very heavy furniture. " A w ine g lass , " says Mr. Durbin, ' ' was flung 
a t a nurse by the i'nvi s ible h and. " (\ ;\,I i.th Frau Silbert of Graz,' a t the 
College, under orderly rnediurnship, I have seen a wine-g lass , ha lf fi ll ed, ri se 
in broad daylight, a nd place itself in the ha nd o f a vis itor without a drop 
bei ng spilled. ) 

The physica l phenomena w ith the Giles's childre n developed g rea t and 
annoying power . C lergymen were called in who asked the spirit questions 
in L a tin a nd Greek, to which correct answers we re re turned , by a curious 
sc ratching noise. It· is noted tha t the j)O\l'er \\'as g rea te r in the da rk than 
in the cl ay time. 

Altogether the case has many a nalog ies with the Zug un and 
o ther cases where biting and scratching have b een a feature. No 
ca use was found, and we may s uppose the force g rew weaker, 
through the children 's growth or through the c uriosity engendered, 
which makes the condit ions of manifestations more diffi cult . 

As I cons ider psychic students a re the on ly people in the world 
to-day whom s ufferers from such happenings can safely approach 
with any degree of confidence, I think it is well to have particu
lars of s uch happenings, both past and present, before us. 

I note in a recent Welsh case, where investigation was courted, 
that the visitors a ttributed the happenings to tricke ry on the part 
of a boy. This may be so in this case, but I would point out 
again how the force may under new and difficult conditions be 
confined to the very body of the mediumi stic person, and only 
able to act throug h movements of his physical limbs. Under easy 
and good condition s independent movement can take place. This 
is why, if there is doubt, longe r invest igat ion is necessary, until 
the new magneti c condition broug ht by the investi ga tor is 
adjusted. 

N either in the recent London case nor in that of the farm
house was any notoriety soug ht. There was rather a great 
dislike to the idea that anything should be said about it. People 
will sometimes s uffer for quite a while to avoid .the fi ei·ce light 
of publicity, which never helps the matter, and can deal serious 
injury to the reputation of both the persons and the house 
concerned. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF A SITTING WITH 
MRS. MASON. 

By C. H. MOWBRAY. 

One day when I was having a sitting with Mrs. Mason at the College, 
" Maisie "-her guide-told me that " Thomas " was there. On 
being questioned, " Maisie" told me that "Thomas "was the spirit's 
surname . I asked what the Christian name was, and quick as lightning 
came the reply: "He gives ' Nicky' or 'Micky.' " This was getting 
interesting, as Micky Thomas was in my regiment, and had been 
killed in the war, so I said to "Maisie," "Ask him if he can remember 
passing me on the range at Cairo in 1913, when I was marching my 
company up for musketry? " " Maisie " immediately replied : "He 
says he was riding an ass." This was excellent, so I asked her to find 
out what he said when he passed me ; back came the answer : "He 
says he said ' March at ease.' " I asked wh2t he was carrying in his 
hand, but after some delay, I got the answer: "A stick." 

Now for the facts. Micky Thomas was an excellent officer, but 
much given to joking, and very popular with the men. He was a good 
deal junior to myself. 

On this particular day;in 1913, I was at musketry, and when marching 
my company up to the ranges, we met Micky coming down by himself, 
having been on butt duty for another company. He looked a queer 
figure, riding a donkey, and carrying an open umbrella over his head 
(it was very hot). When he passed me, he said : "You may march 
at ease, Captain Mowbray," to the huge delight of my men. 

Now I know all this vvas in my memory and might have been due 
to telepathy, but if so, why did telepathy suddenly fail in the case of 
the umbrella? I thought that perhaps the power had suddenly gone, 
so I next said to "Maisie," "Ask him if he remembers the cheery 
evening with old D-· - . " " Maisie " said : " Oh, he is laughing so, 
he is putting something on his head, it has feathers on it, a lady's hat. 
Now he is putting something over his shoulders, why, it's a lady's 
cloak ! " 

Now for the facts :-
Micky had been asked by D-- to dine with himself, his wife and 

her mother, and to have a cheery e'vening. Micky accepted, but with 
reluctance , as he anticipated anything but a gay time. The dinner 
was very dull, but Micky's heart got warmed with the port, and on 
coming out of the dining room to join the ladies, he remembered it 
was up to him to have the cheery evening, and wondered what he could 
do to brighten things up. His eye fell on D's mother-in-law's best 
bonnet and cloak hanging on a peg in the hall ; so he put them on and 
went into the drawing-room. The old lady, recognising her property, 
made a dart to retrieve them-Micky dodged, fell into a chair which 
collapsed under him., and the evening ended as it had started-anything 
hut cheery. 
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Now if all this was telepathy (and admittedly it was all in my mind) 
I want to know why this thought-transference started brilliantly
faded away in the case of the umbrella, and immediately picked itself 
up and gave a good description of the cheery evening? Surely the 
explanation is that Micky was there in spirit, but he had forgotten 
that he had an umbrella, which of course, is an outrageous thing for 
an officer to carry in uniform. 

Generally when I sit with Mrs. Mason now, Micky comes through, 
and " Maisie " tells me he is an excellent communicator . 

Micky, I hear, came through to a brother officer in India during a 
half ragging table turning experiment, giving his name by raps. 

A FRAUDULENT MEDIUM. 
By the HoN. PRINCIPAL . 

A series of four sittings was arranged at the College in June and July 
with a Mr. and Mrs. Keene, of Brixton. Mrs. Keene was said to be a 
trance and voice medium, and application had been made to various 
societies offering test sittings on the understanding that if the medium
ship was vouched for, sitters would be recommended to attend seances 
at the Keene's own home. 

The medium's husband accompanied her to the College sittings, and 
a sister, Miss Edwin, sat outside the circle and played a ukelele. The 
circle was limited to six persons. Some members of the College paying 
one guinea each had previously sat with the Keenes at their own home, 
and varied reports had been received. Evidences of identity were scarce, 
but occasional incidents seemed to point to some clairvoyance. 

Major Mowbray was in charge of the College sittings on behalf of 
the Council, and after the first, suspicions were aroused that manipula
tion of the trumpet was fraudulent. Verification of this was obtained 
on following sittings, and a member of the College confirmed it during 
the same period at a sitting at Keene's own place. At the fourth seance, 
on July 24th, arrangements were made to deal with the matter. Keene 
did not appear on this occasion, and as the medium was being bound, 
the guide asked that Major Mowbray, who usually sat next to her, 
should take his seat in the middle of circle, in Mr. Keene's usual seat. 
From this we gathered that they had suspected the touching of the 
trumpet on the previous occasion. This necessitated a change of plan, 
and Mrs. Kitchen took the place on the medium's right. The medium 
insisted on being bound by waist and wrists in a kind of braces, and 
her feet were also fixed to chair legs. Luminous spots were placed 
upon toes and centre of waist, but sufficient play, at her request, was 
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allowed on her hands, so that she might occasionally touch her face. 
Two trumpets, one with luminous paint, were used. 

The seance commenced and the luminous trumpet soon rose in 
the air, and various touches were felt . Mrs. Kitchen knew where the 
other trumpet was, and putting her hand across the mouth soon felt a 
stick trying to find the opening. She seized it, and quite a struggle 
ensued ; then the medium let go, and Mrs. Kitchen gave the pre
arranged signal. Major Mowbray turned on the light, and the medium, 
making a pretence of coming out of trance, asked what it was all about. 

Mr. Hewat McKenzie, who had been asked to be on the premises, 
was called. After considerable persuasion, Mrs. Keene made the 
following confession, witnessed by five persons :-

" I hereby acknowledge that at the sitting given at the College on 
the 24th July, I had taken from my hand while acting as a medium, a 
two-foot rule upon which was bound on one end, a piece of navy-blue 
fabric which was carefully tied with wool and which had been dipped 
in wax. 

Under the circumstances I am prepared· to give an undertaking to 
the College that I will not again act as a medium in Britain." 

Signed in the presence of five witnesses. 
The article taken from her, which could easily be hid in her bosom, 

extracted and extended, was a folded ruler with cloth and wax topped 
end. The wax was no doubt intended to simulate an ectoplastic 
extrusion. The sitter denied all knowledge of the matter. Keene came 
to see Mr. McKenzie, and also professed ignorance'. He spoke of Mrs. 
Keene having queer obsessions when strange things had happened. 
The group had all been in the theatrical profession and Keene had also 
been employed at the Bournemouth Broadcasting Station, and claimed 
to have resigned an important position to stand by his wife's medium
ship . They are a very clever group ; the man is a clever and voluminous 
letter-writer, and hints of more wonderful things which would shortly 
appear in the mediumship were common. 

Public announcement of the exposure appeared in The Two Worlds, 
of August 10th, and in Light of August 25th. Intimation was also sent 
to other societies known to be in touch with the Keene's. 

I shall be obliged to any of our readers who should hear of any 
attempt at resuming the mediumship in the above form, if they will 
kindly communicate with me. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

· It will be remembered · that the Chinese script given by Margery was 
writ,en in the presence of sixteen other persons, none . 9f whom, including 
Margery herself, knew a single Chinese character. Reference to page 147-8 
of the July issue will show Dr. Huang's translation. The script was submitted 
to Dr. Ne\•ille Whymant, the eminent Chinese scholar, who wrote as under:-

July 30th, 1928. 
Dear Mrs. McKenzie, 

Many thanks for your letter of July 20th, and for the copy of PSYCHIC 
SCIENCE . ... Truth to tell, I have had so many poor scripts sent to me in 
the past few years that I did not expect much when I heard (before I saw them) 
of these in PSYCHIC SCIENCE. But, to my surprise, they gave evidence of con 
nected sense and showed something of style .... A cursory inspection told 
me (a) that the characters are veritably Chinese sc.iipt in normal form ; and 
(b) that they are written through a foreign medium, i.e., that they have not the 
outlines they would possess if written by a native. There is a lack of firmness 
about some of the strokes, and a Jack of symmetry and balance which suggests 
that the hand holding the pen was that of a foreigner. Moreover, none of 
the characters shows any sign of abbreviation (hsing shu or ts'ao-shu), and no 
literate Chinese would write so many characters without some trace of this. 
The whole thing reminded me of nothing so much as of a page or two of 
Chinese written down by the late Professors Legge and Bullock, of Oxford, 
from the lips of natives ; (c) that the words are not mere manuscripts of some
thing learned from the Chinese 'classics. I once knew the classics almost 
by heart, and I do not remember tJ:iis succession of characters ; (d) that I 
should like to examine the whole report fully .... 

Yours sincerely, 
NEVILLE WHYMANT . 

Following this, I asked Dr. Whymant if he had been able to examine the 
script more fully. He wrote in reply:-

August 29th, 1928. 

My Dear Sir, 
I am sorry you had to remind me of my promise to Mrs. McKenzie. 

Here now I send you a few notes on the two figures reproduced in the July 
issue of PSYCHIC SCIENCE. I made my translation " in the dark," i.e., I did 
the·m without consulting the notes of the sittings or the translations hitherto 
made. I have appended a few necessary notes to make the matter a little 
clearer. Of course you have every right if you so wish, to submit my versions 
to a native Chinese scholar for judgment, and the same applies to my copy 
of the Chinese script. 

Yours sincerely, 

NEVILLE WHYMANT. 

This valuable translation has been reproduced with hearty thanks to Dr. 
Whymant, in the plates herewith. I have reprinted plate 27, of the July issue 
to face Dr. Whymant's version for facility of comparison. It will be noted 
that the translation agrees with that by Dr. Huang quite closely. 

Editor' PSYCHIC SCIENCE. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 
By Mrs. HEWAT McKENZIE. 

Before this issue of PSYCHIC SCIENCE appears, visitors to the Third 
International Conference of Spiritualists will have come · and gone i 
Among them have been many U.S.A. workers, and it is all to the good 
that there should be this frequent intercourse between the two nations 
which may stimulate the leaders in both to keep the work at a high level. 

Amongst the visitors was Mrs. Cadwallader, Editor of the popular 
" Progressive Thinker," under whose auspices I paid an interesting 
visit to Rochester and the original site of the Fox Cottage at Hydesville, 
during my recent tour. Mrs. Cadwallader has been one of the leaders 
responsible for keeping the memory green of the place of the origin 
of Spiritualism, in 1848, and for the setting up of the fine granite shaft 
from the Spiritualists of the world erected within the railings of Plymouth 
Spiritualist Church, in Rochester, N.Y., the church itself is a very fine 
building, capable qf seating 1,500 persons, and under the capable leader
ship of the Rev. Walter Foss and his · able wife, does excellent work . 

. At the recent session of Lily Dale Camp, which is the first and 
largest of the Spiritualist National Association summer camps, Mrs. 
Cadwallader was presented with an illuminated address in recognition 
of her work in establishing the memorial. 

* * * * * * 
The Rev. Thomas Grimshaw represented the National Association 

of U.S.A. at the Conference. He is the head of the Whitewater College, 
Wisconsin, which labours under difficulties to establish a residential 
centre for the training of workers and speakers in the Spiritualistic 
movement. The best type of material has not so far been forthcoming, 
and the lack of end.owments probably hinders likely people from being 
sent there, but the attempt is a regularised effort under the U.S.A., 
and the only effort of its kind in the World. 

Rev . Ollah Toph of Indianapolis is a leader with a fine sensitive 
nature, a seer with an inspirational and poetic flow. She supervises 
the Answers to Correspondents in " The Progressive Thinker " in a 
helpful way. In this she follows the work of Mrs. Mary Longley, a devoted 
worker who passed in the spring, and who had conducted the column 
for years. 

Mrs. Bessie Woodworth is a Chicago leader, pastor of a church, 
and a medium whose services are crowded .each Sunday. The U.S.A, 
owes much to its women leaders and seers, and I mention these out of 
many other well-known visitors only because µiy path happened to 
cross theirs, and I saw something of their work and influence during 
my visit to Chicago in the Spring. 

* * * * * 
Other U .S.A. workers were with us earlier in the season, and on 

July 11th, at a College reception, it was a pleasure to welcome Mrs. 
Cornell Woolley, Chairman of activities of the New York Section of 
the S .P.R., also Mrs . Judge Cannon and Mrs. Cornell, both very active 
workers in the Section, and rapidly making it the live end of the S .P.R. 

The work of Judge and Mrs . Cannon with George Valiantine, the 
voice medium, has been consistent and remarkable, and a book is promised 
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in the near future, containing a review of the results obtained with him 
in their own home during the past three years. 

I had pleasure in speaking to the New York Section during my 
visit in the City, and was delighted to note the fine practical work going 
on, on lines very similar to those at the College. A number of mediums 
are used regularly, and visiting mediums from other centres are obtained 
whenever possible. 

Our friend, Mrs. Wreidt, of Detroit, and Mrs: Stewart, of the same 
city, made visits to New York just about that time. Many will remember 
Naomi Bacon (Mrs. Anderson) the fine trance medium who assisted in 
the London work so effectively about eight years ago. She is now 
established in New York, and her work is 'highly valued by members of 
the Section and others who have the good fortune to sit with her. I was 
able to tell her of a warm welcome awaiting her in London, should she 
cross the water. 

* * * * * 
Among the College guests on the same evening was the Rev. Arthur 

Ford, leader of the First Spiritualist Church in New York, in London 
on an exchange visit with Mr. Horace Leaf. Mr. Ford's public work 
both in London and in the provinces, in Scotland, Ireland, Scandinavia, 
and in Berlin was highly thought of. An excellent platform manner, 
a good delivery, and above all a fine gift of clairaudience make Mr. Ford 
one of those whose missionary work should be of the greatest service 
to Spiritualism. Trained as a clergyman, he early became dissatisfied 
with the tenets of his faith, and sought truth, until his seeking led him 
to psychic facts. 

I had the pleasure of speaking in his church in New York, and of 
meeting Mr. Francis R. Fast, the organising secretary; the associated work 
of these young men and Dr. and Mrs. Heiss should make a worthy 
centre for the exposition of the religions and philosophical aspects 
of Spiritualism. A monthly, " Immortality," is excellently produced 
by the Church, Mr. Leaf stepped into this work, and has commended 
himself in the tours he has since undertaken in many of the cities as far 
west as Chicago, where he has lectured and demonstrated with great 
acceptance. At Lily Dale Camp he occupied the lecture platform with 
other well-known people, including Mr. Von Bourg, once well-known as 
a private sensitive in London, but for some years now, an earnest worker 
in the U.S.A. National movement, and pastor of a church in Minnea
polis. 

* * * * * 
. Mr. Florizel Von Reuter whose recent book of experiences has 

won fine commendation for its clarity and balance, was another welcome 
guest at the reception. He was accompanied by his mother, the partner in 
his mediumistic results. He spoke of the work he had recently shared in 
on the Continent, in Schrenck Notzing's laboratory, and at Braunau 
with the Schneiders, testifying to the genuineness of their work under 
stringent conditions. He also gave members some idea of the enthus 
iasm at meetings in Berlin, when Mr. Ford gave platform demonstrations. 
It is encouraging to think that. Germany is awake upon this great inquiry 
not only on the scientific side, but in the popular aspects. 

The recent trial of the trance medium Frau Gunthers-Geffers in 
Berlin, when she was allowed to exercise her gift in court arid was 
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acquitted, provide testimony not to be ignored that the practical proofs 
are known to the powers that be, and that upon their demonstrability 
our whole philosophy stands. 

R ev . R. '0l. Maitland of Norwich, present on the same occasion, 
spoke of a fine materialising medium in E ngland , M rs. de Crespigny , 
w ho presided, and Mrs. St. Clair Stobart, who spoke, both added largely 
to the pleasure of a memorable even ing. 

* * * * 
In New York I had p leasure in meeting Dr. Titus Bu ll , M.[)., 

whose work in obsession cases is becoming so widely known in U.S .A . 
Mrs. Helen Lambert whose recent book " A Genera l S urvey of 

P sychi cal Phenomena," is so well worth reading , and who h as acted 
as secretary for the records of the cases, made me aware of the n eeds of 
Dr. Bull's work. W hile cases are he lped now irY a most valuable way, 
much energy and time is lost in not being able to h ave the worst of 
these under observation in suitable premises . After a treatment they 
h ave to return to their own homes, and by the time another cornes round 
much work has been undone. There is an organised effort to establish 
a " James H. Hyslop Foundation Inc." for this purpo~e, and one inter
ested friend who has seen some of the excellent results achieved by Dr. 
Bull, assisted b y the mediumship of Mrs. Duke, who is said to be inspired 
by the late Dr. Hyslop, has offered ten thousand dollars if three other 
persons will do the same. 

I was struck in my journey in U.S.A. to note the vast sums being 
poured out on educational buildings and work everywhere, and trust 
that at this stage of U.S.A. prosperity there are surely some who will 
realise the call of this particular need when supervised by a medical 
man of Dr. Bull's standing. 

* * * * 
My readers wi ll remember the similar work of Dr. and Mrs. Carl 

Wickland, of Los Angeles, who visited th e College in 1927. I saw a 
good deal of their work while in California, and personally talked with a 
number of those who are now in health and sanity owing to the insight 
and treatment of these devoted workers. They are fortunate in having 
a pleasant home centre where a few resident patients can be taken . 

* * * * 
In view of my visit to Dr. and Mrs. Crandon, in Boston, it was a 

pleasure to meet Dr. R. J . Ti llyard, M .A., D.Sc., of Australia, in London, 
on two occasions, recently, and to hear of his increased interest and 
satis faction in the conditions afforded him in testing the " Margery " 
m ediumship. He struck me as a great optim.ist, the kind of man we 
need to do battle with his fe ll ow scientists . He recognises when he has 
first-class condi tions, and does not negative his own results by a con
tinual demand for new and fresh conditions. In this he is a happy 
contrast to a former pseudo-scientist who visited " Margery " within 
our memories, and who varied as a weath er cock in his conclusions . 
Either , said he, in effect, the Crandons are the most won derful people, 
or, impossible frauds. Let my readers decide. His readers wh o had 
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not been on the spot w1shed for his decision, and he lost the opp ortunity 
of his life in refusing to make one . 

We welcome Dr. Tillyard as the Sir Galahad who has r edeemed 
our friends in the eyes of scientific investigators from this impossible 
position. Dr. Tillyard is but breaking his first lance , but it is something 
to be able to do so in the columns of " Nature, " and to have an editorial 
on the subject. H e challenges b iologists to take up the m atter of psychic 
sctence as the fac ts relate to hum an energy. 

DO NATIONS TO COLLEGE FUNDS DURING LAST QUARTER. 
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HERR FLORIZEL VO N REUTER. 

The talented musician who wrote the book reviewed opposite. 
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REVIEWS. 
PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCES OF A MUSICIAN. (In Search of Truth.) 

By F lorizel von Reuter. S impkin Marshall , Ltd. 7s. 6d. 

Among the many psychic publications w hich pour from the Press , it is a 
pleasure to be able to recommend whole-heartedly, thi s , w hich presents a 
whole series of most interesting data without the usual half-baked conclusions 
on their origin. 

Mr. von Reuter gives many experiments with the Hesperus-Additor
a little hollow box with a protruding point, whose name is derived from the 
Evening Star , and the Italian word" additor" signifying" indicati ng with the 
finger." One of the first messages received through this instrument ran: 
h c i e z t u h c s h c i e n o h c s h c i e t h c a b o e b h c i e n r a w h c' i e t a 
r h c i e h caw n e b e is net h c i 1 f p e bah h c i., etc., etc. 

Long efforts by Mr. von Reuter and his mother were fruitl ess in inter
preting this. At last they hit on inverting the ord er of the letters, and the 
m essage ran : 

Ich habe pAichten sieben wache ich rate ich warne ich beobachte ich 
schone ich schutze ich. This may be translated, " Seven •duties have I. I 
watch, I advise, I warn , I observe, I protect, I guard." 

Chapter IX. contains messages in Norwegian, Russian, Hunga rian , Polish , 
Dutch, Turkish , and Persian. These were given to persons who knew none 
of these languages, or in some cases , only a few words. 

This is really the death-blow to the Subconscious-mind theory, fo r the 
m essages , often inverted, are quite beyond any reasonable explanation except 
that an intelligent being is speaking who knows the language used. This, if we 
consider it analytically , is of the very first importance in reaching the real 
facts. 

The intelligen ces that communicated spoke upon religious questions. 
One instance is the fo llowing : (p. 183.) 

Q.-What form of religion do you consider bes t expresses the teachings of 
the next world ? 

A.-That is a difficult question to answer. You are demanding all the 
secr et science of etheric existence . I do not know how far I am justified in 
proceeding to fulfil your d esire to be initiated. I must seek counsel from 
those high er in authorit y than I. Such problems h ave not been explicated 
to me, and as yet have not com e under m y observat ion. I dea l with souls 
who are alread y here more than with those who have n ot worked out their 
sa lva tion. 

This ·was a highl y developed soul who gave the nam e " Quintus." The 
complexity of the true answer will be seen from the review of " What do you 
believe" in the present issue. 

The book abounds with m os t interes ting aperf;US of the mentality of the 
writers. Among others we m ay quote E mil Zol a, p. 190, a profoundl y inter
es ting communication on the same lines as Jack L ondon's . He gives m any 
aphorisms, of which the fol lowing are a selection. -

Il y a seulement un etre plus d ecadent qu'une femme ihcontinente; 
c'es t l' homme qui fait possible pour la fe (faire). 

Rien n 'est plus rare qu 'un homme jus te. 
Rien n 'est plus so u vent qu'un homme ma! eleve. 

Rien n'est plus idea l q u 'un roi sans trone. 
Rien n 'es t p lus navra nt que Jes pensees d ' un souverain . 

Rien n'est p lus encourageant que la lumiere lo inta ine. 
Rien n 'es t p lus m en ac;:a nt qu'une maison sans lumiere. 

Rien n'est plus laid qu'une femme laquee de cosmetiques . 
Rien n 'est p lus agreable q 'une j eune fi ll e avec un teint de rose nature!. 
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Rien n'est moins agreeab le qu'une fem m e avec une vo ix g rattante . 
Ri en n 'es t p lus deliceux q u 'une jeune fi lle avec une voix comme des gouttes 

d 'eau sur la mousse. 

L 'homme dit ce qu ' il sa it ; la femme di t ce qu i p la it. 

Qui sert Jes malheureux sert la D ivin ite ; qui sert l'honneur gagne rarement 
la ri chesse . 

L 'esperance c'es t le heraut qui proclame avec la trompe don~e clans 
sa main 1 'entree de la jeunesse clans l 'arene de la vie. 

L 'esperance est le peintre q u i dessine le coucher du soleil pou r Jes vieux 
a la fin de la vie . 

L 'art est la reponse d u bon D ieu a la demande de l'humanite d'etre toujou rs 
associee avec le d ivin . 

L'art iste est celui a qui le bon Dieu a accord e la perm ission de p arler sa 
Ja ngue et de l 'apprend re a ceux q ui n'ont pas le pou voir de causer directement 

avec Dieu. 
There is also an extremely interest ing record of supernormal photography 

with the Crewe circle, whi ch desp ite the hu nd reds of instances of genuineness, 
has not yet been examined by the S .P .R . 

Mr . von R eurer concl udes : " H aving r eached the end of the task I set 
m yself, the unfo ld ing of a p lain un varn ish ed ta le, I am almos t tempted to 
place the manuscript under lock and key, and refrain from subj ecting it thro ugh 
publica tion to r uthless dissection by scept ics , and scoffers against spiritual 
p sych ic cience . And yet to do so , to withhold from t he world ·a document 
of th is sort, would , I am convinced , be the act of a coward; and whi le I in 
no way desire to lay cla im to the title of hero , yet I am eq ually loath to be num
bered among the ' 'fra id -cats ' who lack the courage of their convictions ." 

We can on ly congratulate M r . von R eu ter on hi s scienti fic caution in 
experiment, and h is scient ifi c courage in procl aim ing the resul ts . I t gives 
us much pleasu re to recommend his book to all w ho are bemused by the theory 
of the sub-conscious . S . de B. 

Youn I NF IN ITE POSS IBILITIES . 

By Margaret U nderhi ll. (Published by Messrs . Ri der. 5s . n et .) 

1-or fi ve years M iss Underhi ll has laboured unceasingly in the gathering 
of the gu idance for the inner life now presen ted in this book . Confron ted 
in the m idst of an artisic career by the demonstration of psychic facts thrnugh 
her own hand- and con fi rmed by others, the matter became fo r her a li fe 
search fo r the pearl of grea t price. Th is b ro ught her to L ondon and to t he 
companionshi p and help of other seekers . Assisted at the Brit ish College 
by m any of the sensit ives and part icu larl y by M iss H elen McGregor , her 
g ifts de veloped and the written communica tion which came through her 
deepened. T hese she attri bu ted, not w ithout good cause and cont inuous ver i
fi cation , repeated again and again th ro ugh the medi umsh ip of M rs . Osbo rne 
L eonard , to the influe nce of the late P rof. Wi ll iam James of H ar vard. It is 
inte resting to note how the influence of th is teacher is one of the most potent 
forces to-day among old and young in the U .S .A ., and his work from the other 
s ide whenever an attuned spirit meets h im has been equally po tent . Many 
who did not know h im in life , acclaim h im as a fri end and teacher to -day, and 
perhaps none has caught h is s pirit so fine ly as the writer of "Your In fi ni te 
Possibi lit ies ." 

I n a sitting wi th M rs . L eonard the Communicator " James" says : " \Nhat 
I am now teaching is to b uild up super-men and women . Not new sou ls , but 
those who are already here who can make themselves in to the super type, and 
appl y their soul power more and more. 

T h rou gh Miss Unclerhill 's hand o n another occasion he writes : " T o l ive 
only on one plane of being is not to li ve at all. In neglecting the gamut of 
spi ri t we provide no outlet for the higher fo rms of spiritual energy through 
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which a superabounding mental and spir itual energy could be drawn off and 
ut ilised ... this should be drawn off through soul activity. When it becomes 
congested it is the cause of many of Man's troubles. It is not Sex which makes 
the mischief in your world , it is soul-id leness. Garner your sheaves, reap the 
weaJth of soul and of mind as well as body." 

This volume will give students some idea of the rich and fruitful thoughts 
which can be sent through from the other side when a suitable channel is 
found. 

THE THUTH ABOUT EVOLUTION AND THE BIBLE. 

By Dr. and Mrs. F. Homer Curtiss. (From the Curtiss Pub. Book Co. 
2$ 50c. Washington, D.C.) 

This is the fourteenth volume of the Curtiss Books and those w ho have 
enjoyed previous volumes will welcome this illuminating addition. 

The old knowledge is transfigured by the new and inspired conception. 
Instead of the Jetter which killeth, we are given food for the ·growth of the 
soul. Again we have the theme of creative evolution revealing the purpose of 
the Cosmic soul. 

" We can hasten or retard the dawn of a New Day and the coming of our 
spir>tual springtime accord ing to our response or lack of response to that 
Divine life which is the light of men and the resulting manifestation of the 
Image of God." 

THE SCHIPTS OF CLEOPHAS. 

Written by the hand of Gerald ine Cummins. Rider and Co . 12s. 6d. 1927. 

This is a very difficult book to review. I have tried to get two ecclesiastics 
to undertake it, both of them favourab le to Spiritualism, but both have declined. 

In the first place it is obvious that that a message " through seven inter
mediaries" (p. xi.) can be referred to the original " Cleophas" only in the 
most general way. I must assume that the message is genuine, but from whom 
does it come ? If Cleophas had given us the full detail of the most interesting 
vValk to Emmaus, it would have been worth much more than the "by no 
means exalted level of these pages." We agree that " in tone, in general 
atmosphere there is much that cannot be explained simply as reproduction or 
dependence. The belief in·the existence of magic and witchcraft, the employ
ment of thaumaturgica l forces and the almost explicit acknowledgment of the 
superior and invincible magical powers possessed and practised by the Apostles 
are in both equally prominent, and might be taken as a true reflection of the 
state of society in which the early Church had to make its way." There may 
be" a close and interesting resemblance almos t amounting to a family likeness, 
between the present treatise and that whole body of apocryphal or pseud
epigraphica l pendants to the Old and New Testaments to whose value attention 
has been drawn of late by the labours of Dr. Charles, in England, and Pro
fessor Kautzsch , in Germany." But these do not much assist the average 
man to picture these times. The most that can be sa id is that the use of special 
terms such as Ethuarch, Archou, Politarchai, and proper names, such as Hanan 
for the N. T. Aunas, do point to the acquaintance of the author (though not 
the medium) with the times specified, and that there are other details that 
suggest a contemporary. 

The Judas story does not impress me personally. That any companion 
of the Master should be capable of betraying him for the miserable thirty 
pieces of silver, has always seemed to me quite incredible. The motive of 
personal jealousy is scarcely more reasonable unless it were an attempt to 
compel Jesus to exercise the power which Judas knew him to possess. This 
would be more in accord with human nature, less monstrous , and more con
sistent with his suicide. The story of Ananias too, does not fit with the horror 
of lyi11g from which t he early Church had at all costs to be freed . 

But the book contains so vast a field for thought that this criticism must 
be taken as a mere personal impression of the whole. S. de B. 
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ELIZABETH. 

By J . T. Bee. Messrs. Rider and Co. 2s. net. (Illustrated.) 

T h is is one,. of those in t imate records of " conunu nications " from a wife 
to a husband, which seems m uch more fitted for private t han for public use, 
at any rate, it testifies to comfor t and happiness fo llowing the dismay at the 
passing of a life partner. Some interesting psychic photographs by the Crewe 
C ircle accom pany the record. 

MIRACLES I N MODERN LIFE. 

By Rev. J ohn Lamond, D.D . (Illustrated .) Messts. Simpkin Marshall, Ltd. 
3s . 6d. net. 

The successor to "Kathleen," Dr. Lamond 's first essay on spiritualistic 
matters, provides furth er cogent reasons for his belief in the facts of psychic 
science. 

T he w ri ter, out of a long experience in the Church of Scotland, sees 
clearl y that no religious body has yet had the courage to deal p lain ly with 
this new body of knowledge, and in their reluctance to face what has for him 
self become vital truth , sees only increas ing alienation from the t hough tful. 
Real isin g that the p ublic contin ually asks for facts and experiences, this volume, 
wh ich breathes sincerity and common sense, sets forth some of the occu rrences 
which compelled attention in h is own experience and among his friends. To 
all he says " Prove for you rself." " It is the personal contact with the super 
normal that brings conviction . Memorable indeed in the life of every spir it
·ualist, is the moment when he has consciously contracted the supernormal , 
and ther eby has entered God's wider worl d." 

A front ispiece to the book is the psychic photograph obtained by Lady 
P almer (to whom the book is dedicated) in the church at Domremy. B . 

WHAT no You BELIEVE? 

By Lloyd Wi ll iams . Rider and Co. l s . 

T h is little pamphlet raises the question that the ages have been unable to 
solve and therefore, is worth a more extended notice than its d imensions wou ld 
im p ly . I t says that every man is a part of Goo. That is true, b u t it does not 
mean that there is no difference between Jes us Christ and (say) Patrick Mahon, 
who posed as a bachelor, seduced a girl, s tole her money" to invest for her ," 
m u rdered her when she claimed it , and took another woman to the house 
whi le her d ismembered bod y lay in another room . 

T he unity of the Rel igion of the Spirit was stated by St. Augustine, when 
he said : " For the th ing itself which is now called the Christian Relig ion rea lly 
was known to the ancients, nor was wanting at any time from the beginning 
of the h u man race u ntil the t ime that Ch ris t came in the flesh, from whence the 
t rue re ligion t hat had previously existed bega n to be ca lled " C h ri s t ian" ; 
and this in om day is the Christian religion, not as hav ing been wanting in 
former times , but as having in later times received this name. (Op era . 
Vol. i ., p. 12.) 

T h is pamph let gives one side of the t ruth, but the" Goo of Abraham" 
was not" cruel , greed y, vain , b igoted, vindi ctive, and a trifle chi ldi sh." This 
concept was 700 years later, and even so, had three attributes that Mr. \Nilliams 
does not touch u pon, He was One , he was the God of Righteousness, and 
he was the protector of Israel only so long as they kept the L aw . But we give 
u;1cl ue value to a figme of speech when we treat huma n concepts as though 
o u r theologies revealed anything but ourselves. "Si le bon Dieu a fait l'homme 
a son image , l'homme le Jui a bien rendu ." 

Bu t the main contention is true, though imposs ible to express within the 
li m its of a pamphlet and liable to the terrible misrepresentation that there 
is no real d ifference between Right and Wrong in our da ily lives. S . de B. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 2()3 

EVIDENCE OF THI NGS NOT SEEN. 

By Sally Keene. Bulletin VIII., of the Boston S .P.R., 346• Beacon Street, 
Boston. Compiled by the Research Officer, Dr. W. Franklin Prince. 

This is a record of amateu r investigation conducted by a Mrs. Keene, 
with the co-operation of a house assistant . Careful data were kept from the 
beginning, and this w ith letters of verification and the names and addresses 
of the persons fo r whom messages were received and iden tified, are in Dr. 
Prince's hands. With his usual painstaking conscientiousness these were satis
factorily verified. 

The record is significant, not because of any outstanding brilliant tests, 
but for the above care in recording , and for the accuracy of the readings in 
a number of cases in whi ch the persons involved w ere unknown to either of 
the two instrumental in estab lishing the " station " for r eception . The medium
ship (not at all at first acceptable to "Jane," the person whose hand was used ) 
fo llowed a we ll defined and progressive course via planchette, and automatic 
writing and drawing, into clairvoyance and finally trance speaking; on one 
occasion the medium in a time of weakness was used for transmission whi le 
she was as leep as has been known in other cases, cp., " The Psychic in the 
H ouse," by Dr. Prince. Mrs Keene found that it was necessary to be close 
to " J ane " when messages were com ing-even to touch her-another well
known condition. vVhen she remain ed at a distance messages were often 
confused and only very occasionally, when the need was great, did " Jane " 
get messages withou t her. Often both would record a tingling in the arm 
at the same moment, though in different rooms or further apa r t, and on com ing 
together, found a message could be transmitted. The writing was often 
received upside down or reversed. The characte rs were very large to begin 
with, as if right focus was unobtainable ; but later with practice, became like 
an ordinary manuscript. As each new step was about to be taken, warnings 
were given by the communicators-go slowly , new efforts need more strength, 
therefore cau tion not to strain the medium, and so on . 

Power of diagnosis at a distance was well exemplified in a number of 
instances ; the care of a father over his living children, of a boy over his mother. 
"How do you know when · anything is wrong," was asked of" Doc" a darkey, 
and a va lued h elper, who seemed to be drawn into the circle of communicators . 
"Ah can' t jus' 'splain so you can understand ," he answered thoughtfully , 
" but when dey anyting de matter w id our peoples we knows it. We can't 
tell if you lost a handchef or a shoestring, but we knows sometin' de matter." 

A later development of the mediumship, the power of inspirational music 
on the p iano, which is sufficiently fine to impress musical listeners, is still 
being watched. Automatic con trol seems to be necessary fo r this, as it was 
for the writing and drawing, unless the operator on the other side , who is 
said to be a well-known musician, can get the medium to hear the melody 
he wishes to get through, but this seems to be d ifficu lt. 

The value of this careful record is the re-emphasis it places on the now 
thoroughly well established condi tions of experiment which if observed, will 
produce valuable results. The persons who suffer through mediumship 
to-day are those w ho th rough ignorance or through egotism refuse to m ake 
themselves acquainted with the known signposts. There is plenty of room 
for daring in subsequent explorations, but it is onl y the fool who refuses first 
to study the charts of previous explorers . B. 

THE MAMMONISTS. 

By Vio let Tweedale. Hutchinson. 7s. 6d. net. 

A novel from Mrs. Tweedale's prolific pen dealing w ith England during 
the great strike, and the power of international finance. Several of the char
acters are sensitive to and recognise unseen influences which affect their lives 
for good . B . 
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MAGAZINES RECEIVED : 
" Bulletin du Consei l de R echerches Metapsychi que de Belgiq ue." (Ju ly, 

1928) . (P'rench .) 
" Revue Metapsychique "(Institut Metapsychique In ternation al). (July

August.) 
Valuab le articles by M. W arcollier on telepa thic experiments between a 

group in Paris and others at a distance. Some remarkable results were obtained 
with a group in London , presided over by Nfr. S. G. Soal, a College member. 

" Psychic Research " (American S .P.R.). July, 1928. 
An mticlc; b y Nirs . F. E . Leaning on the Surviva l of Animals, is interesting 

and carefully compiled. 
Reports of the mental mediumship in the Margery case by D r. Mark W. 

Richard son add to our knowledge of this current important case . 
Dr. T illyai·d's article on "The Normal Production of Psychic Gloves" 

reprod uced from the Nat . Laboratory Journa l is va luab le, but does not touch 
the; conditions used at the K luski sea nces. It is however , va luable to know of 
rhe 1n11miq11et process . 

THE COLLEGE LIBRARY. 
The fo llowi ng books have been ad::led to the L ibrary since Jul y, 1928. 

Am icus 
Anon. 
Asano, Wasaburo (in Japanese) 
B. H eather 
Besant, Annie . . . 
Besant, Anni e . . . . .. 
Boston S.P.R. (D . W. F. Prince) 

"The To-morrow of Death." 
" Elizabeth ." 

" Lectures on Psychi c Science." 
"Silent Guides." 

" l(anna ." 
" Reincarnation.,, 

The Psychical Congress in Paris, and a 
Cure of Two Cases of Paranoia. 

Boston S .P.R . . . "Experiences with Physica l Mediums in Europe." 
Boston S.P .R . ... "Evidentia l Incidents." 
Boston S.P .R. .. . . .. "Noted Witnesses for Psyc~ic Occurrences-:: 
Cooper , I. S. ... .. . Re111carnat10n. 
Curtis, Dr. & Mrs. F . Homer "The Truth About Evolu tion and the Bible ." 
D unne, J. W. ... "An Exper iment with Time." 
H aines , D . H . " Thus Saith Clephra." 
Hunt , H. Ernest "Why W e Survive.' 
Kings land, Wi ll iam " Was She a C harlatan?" 

(I-I. P. Blavatsky) 
Lamond, Rev. John "Modern Miracles." 
Lodge, Sir Oliver " ~'hy I Believe in Personal Immortal ity." 
Pixley, Olive C. B. " Listening In ." 
Reu ter, F lori zel Von .. . "Psychical Experiences of a M usician. " 
S .P .R. Proceedings , D ecember , 192 7 Library Catalogue. 
Scott, Walter I-I. " Progressi,·e Stud ies in S piritual Science. " 
Taylor, Lars "Visions of God." 
U nderhill , Margaret V . "Your Infinite Poss ibiliti es ." 

ALSO R ECEIVED FROM P U BLI SHERS. 
FrnsT PRINCIPLES OF ASTROLO GY. By Wilber Gaston. Messrs . Rider. 3s . 6 . n et. 
THE ASTROLOGICAL TAROT. "Astromancy ." By Georges !\1uchery . (Trans

lated from French). Messrs . Rider. 15s . net. 
BEYOND T HE GATES OF THE ·WEST. By Rev. J. Campbell Murray. Messrs . 

Rider and Co . ls . net. 
' VHAT DREAM ING MEA. s TO You. By Mary Stewart Cutting. Messrs. 

Rider and Co. 3s. Gd. net. 
>l'OTED WITNESSES FOR PSYCHIC OCCURRENCE~ . By Resea rch Officer of Bos ton 

Society for Psychic Research. (May, 192i:l.) 



COLLEGE INFORMATION. 
DEMONSTRATIONS. 

GROUP DEMONSTRATION for Mental Mediumship. (Bookings required) 
Tuesdays at 4 p.m. Fridays at 8 p.m. (See Syllabus.) 

MRS. VICKERS_!..Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments. 
MRS. GARRETT-Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments. 
MRS. MASON-Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments. 
MRS. ROUS. Trance Mediumship. 
MISS F~NCIS. Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments . 
MRS. and MISS CAMPBELL-Clairvoyance. 
MR. G. SHARPLIN-Trance Diagnosis of Disease, and Treatment. Healing 

Groups : (See Syllabus.) 
PHYSICAL PHENOMENA. The College is visited from time to time by 

important mediums ; private intimation made to members. 
DEVELOPMENT CLASSES. Particulars on application. The College under

takes the development of suitable subjects. 
LECTURES AND CLASSES. Syllabus on application. 

An Excellent Loan and Reference Library is available for use of Member1. 

Conditions of Membership of the College. 

All Applications for membership should be made on the College form11 
provided for the purpose. These should be' accompanied by suitable references, 
and privilege is reserved to accept same. 1 

The membership is limited to 500 full members . so that adequate attention 
can be given to individual needs, and the names and addresses of members 
are not published. 

TOWN MEMBERS-Entrance Fee 
Yearly Subscription 

COUNTRY MEMBERS-Entrance Fee ... 
Yearly Subscription 

ASSOCIATE and FOREIGN {Entrance Fee ... 
MEMBERSHIP Yearly Subscription 

1 Guinea 
3 Guineas. 
1 Guinea. 
2 Guineas 
1 Guinea. 
1 Guinea. 

Where more than one member or a family becomes a member the entrance 
fH for the second member Is relaxed, and for such member the Town yearly 
aubscription is fixed at 2 guineas and the Country at It guineas. 

Members may join at any time of the year by payment of current quarter's 
fee and entrance fee. 

Personal attention to individual needs. 

WHY THE BRITISH COLLEGE MERITS YOUR SUPPORT AS A 
MEMBER. 

BECAUSE it is the only place in Britain where the ordinary member can carry 
out varied experiments under good conditions, and can consider anc. 
compare them with the experiences of others. 

BECAUSE it provi.des cl~sses for wise instruction in psychic development, and 
possesses a large and up-to-date loau Library. 

BECAUSE without such a centre and its due support the subject will suffer 
under the over-critical and unduly limited methods of one body, ,or lose 
in the general mass of unrecorded matter of other Societies, that sane and 
careful attention which the College embodies in records published in it& 
valuable Journal. 

OTHER GREAT SCIENCES which do not mean so much to human life a 
Psychic Science have ample means provided by interested students. 

Give the College steady support by Town, Country or Associate Member&hlp, 
ao that the work ean go forward unJmpeded. 



THE QUEST. 
A Quarterly Review. 

Edited by G. ~. S. Mead, M.A. 
Single Copies, 2/6 net. ; 2/8 post free . Annual Subscription, 10/- post free. 

Vol. XX. OCTOBER, 1928. 

The Present Position of the Slavic Josephus 
Question ... 

Who are we? ... 
A Fresh " Fall " Fiction 
" Hypostasis " in Plotinus 
Bunyan's Cinderella : A Mystery Play 
The Secret Beatrice ... 
The Creative Adventure 
The Quest of the Ideal 
" Darwin in the Melting Pot " Again 
The Bitterness of Death 

Reviews and Notices. 

JOHN M. WATKINS, 

No. l. 

DR. ROBERT EISLER. 
B. c. s. SHARMA. 
THE EDITOR. 
K. M. EMERY. 
ALICIA AM_y LEITH. 
FREDERLCK J. GOULD. 
BRIDGET MORDAUNT. 
A. R. HORWOOD. 
H. REINHEIMER. 
CLOUDESLEY BRERETON . 

21, Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, London, W .C.2. 

THE COLLEGE FOUNDATION TRUST FUND. 

Trustees-SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE, M.D., LL.D. 
MRS. ST. CLAIR STOBART. 

MR. HARRY C. SCOFIELD. 

The above has been established to ensure the future of the College, 
and, in addition to the generous support given by many in yearly 
subscriptions, Life appointments can be claimed. 

Since the Trust Fund was established in January, 1925, the 
following have been taken up by members. 

Life Members ( £200) 2 
Life Patrons ( £100) 7 
Life Members (£50) 24 
Life Associates ( £25) 24 

Generous Donations from 47 Members haveealso been received for 
the Fund. 

The Trustees will welcome Bequests, a suitable form being pro
vided for this. 

Bankers-The Midland Bank, Ltd., Notting Hill Gate, W.11. 

ll. a. GRUBB, LTD., PRINT&&S, CROYDON. 




