























FLATTERY, CRITICISM
Reaction to my editorship, or
the first few weeks ol it, are com-
ing in, Laying aside the words of

welcome as being in my favor, the .

criticisms are milder than I
thought they would be.

There is another kind of criti-
cism which begins with alt the
subtlety of flattery. then goes on to
tell me what 1 onght to do.

Largely it consists of throwing
out ail the things the Aatterers dis-
like, and including everything they
like,

All that preamble is aroused by
& long letter in which the many
shortcomings of this paper—it is
true of all papers-—are mentioned,
and there is this criticism:

“Psychic Observer recently car-
ried a fairy 1ale about the 20th
plane. describing how the‘evolved’
soul eventually winds up by di-
recling the hirds on their migra-
tory journeys. and makes the
flowers grow. Now such humbug
is outrageous and an insult to the
intelligent reader.”

SKY IS LIMIT

We all think we are intelligent
readers. don’t we? But this reader.
filled with righteous indignation,
adds a postseript:

“I am a sky phenomena re-
searcher. 1 feel it proper to tell
you that [ am _now convinced that
the ‘flying saucers’ were and are
‘ghost ships’ from outer space
realms, either material or etheric.
This conclusion {was reached)
only after the most levelheaded
and careful study.”

I do not accept either the opin-

ion about the 20th plane or about
the flying saucers. And the critic,
in his wrath, gives no evidence for
believing that the flying saucers
are “space ships,” despite the
“most level-headed and careful
study.”

And what has all this to do with
spreading the truths-of Spiritual-
ism and their implications?
nothing, except to recall a warn.
ing ahout people who live in glass
houses,

WHO IS “GENUINE"?

With all the mildness of the
race. British Spiritualists are de-
bating proposals which may be
put before Parliament to remove
some of the lezal disabilities of
being a Spiritualist, .

I was in that battle for some
time. and smile at the proposal of

the British Home Secretary, Mr. .

Chuter Ede. 1o make a distinction
between the genuine Spiritual-
ist and the others.

He must have had a lapse of
memory or be unaware of a large
portion of history deating with
the struggle for the freedom of
religion of all kinds.

Spiritualists are the only re-
ligious group in the whole British
Commonweaith who are illegal.
When that fact dawns on British
Spiritualists they will perhaps he
less inclined to accept with grati-
tude the crumbhs that are about to
be offered 10 them.

True, many leading British
Spiritualists want Parliament to
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BETWEEN THE TwWO WORLDS

repeal the odious portion of the
Witcheraft Act which ouatlaws
Spiritualists, but they are not.like-
ly to get that, because the Home
Office wants to retain the power
of the ban.

But Spiritualism will be free
everywhere only when non-Spirit.
ualists are convinced-that we have
earned the right to be on the
same footing as others.

WHO IS TO JUDGE?

With all the smugness of the ig-
norant, a British weekly paper,
“John Bull” with a huge circula-
tion writes: “Genuine Spiritualist
belief is just as respectable and
deserves just as much freedom as
any other creed.” .

And who is to be the judge o
the genuineness of a belief?
“John Bull,” Parliament, a cab-

inet minister, or the officers of

stale? .

Besides, there is no Spiritualist
creed: a Spiritualist is one who
believes as the result of evidence,

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE
Spiritualism’s Crusader

that he has proved Survival be.
yond the grave, the foundation of
all religion. :

And that great truth is to be
censored by an offcial, or =a
board. or an official? And who'
is to test the mediums?

No, the common law of Eng-
land, or any other country, is suf-

‘ficient 10 punish all those who,

after due trial in courts of justice,
are found guilty of any «civil
offensc. ’

But special laws to purnish spe-
cial people for special “religious”
offenses are the relic of the bar-
barism of man and a monument
to his ignorance. .

PARLIAMENTARY SEANCES

Seances have been held at the
House - of Commons to show
Members of Parliament that Spir-
itualism is based on truth. That

is why some M. P.s ‘are ready to

support an amending measure.

The editor of “Psychic News,”
A. W. Austen, agrees with “John
Bull’s further comment: “And at
the same time a real drive should
be made to clear out the phoney
mediums and other practitioners
of conjuring and false . comfort
who prey on the bereaved, the un-
happy and the gullible.”

I was once on the staff of
That paper had at
one time, as editor ‘one of the

ding financial crooks in

s . Thursd
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British history, Horatio Bottom-

ley. He robbed ordinary people

while he was making patriotic
hes in the first world war.
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By The Editor

When he was jailed, deservedly,
did “John Bull” start a campaign
to clear out all those who were
phoney editors and other prac
tiomers of conjuring with public
funds and so on? No. the paper
was reorganized and hecame ve-
spectable.

QUELLED BY QUOTES

Merely by reading the reviews
of the new life of Gonan Doyle. by
John Dickson Carr. Spiritualisis
can tell how the reviewer—or his
paper, regards Spirilualism.

In the long notice in “Time.”
the reviewer states: “In this
period, two decisive evenls oceur-
red in Dr. Doyle’s life. The first
followed his break with the Catho-
tic Church, which had left him
shaken and worried.

“One -day, when he was won-
dering whether or not he should
read Leigh Hunt on the comic
dramatists of the Restoration (the
Restoration was sometimes

. bawdy), he went 1o a seance. Un-

asked the medium ‘received’ and
passed on to Doyle a ‘spiril-mes-
sage’: ‘Tell him not to read Leigh
Hunt's book’. Doyle was thunder-
struck.”

‘So, apparently. was that book
reviewer, or he would not have
put quotation marks on the words
“received” and “spirit-message.”
Either the message was received or
it was not.

You: do net disprove anything
psychic by putting it in quotation
marks. * “Time” should keep up

“with the times.

YOUNG AND OLD

The “New York Times” quoted
from the book with approval
Doyle’s statement on the need for
tolerance, but the ~Buffalo Cour-
jer Express” in an editorial re-
ferred to his “late-life” conversion
to Spiritualism.

1f you are a Spiritualist when
young, it is because you have not
had a chaace to study other relig-
ions. I you come 1o it as the re-
sult of mourning, you are emo-
tionally unstable. Tf vou see its

-truth in late life or old age, it is

because you are senile. but if you
join one of the orthodox churches
on your death-bed why . .. !

It still puzzles many journalists
and writers why outstanding men
and women become Spiritualists.
It could be an accident; and jt
could be by design that those who
are noted in some of the world’s
aflairs are shown sufficient evi-

‘dence to convince them after they

have made their mark in life.
HEALING ON NEWSREEL

The first newsreel to he taken
of psychic healing has been shown
in England of treatments in public
by Harry Edwards, the famous
English healer.

The running commentary is
factual, and there are shots of
patients walking from the plat.
form’ after being treated.

One take shows a doctor climb-
ing to the platform to testify to the
set condition of a patient’s back,
and the loosening of the joints a
few seconds later by Edwards.

There were thousands of people
at the meeting in Manchester
where the film was taken and
shown. It was retained for a sec-
ond week, which is unusual in 2

_ news theater.

NO JUDGMENT DAY
I wonder when the idea first
arose that the world was about to
come to an end, and that there
would be a_ super-dramatic visita-
tion from the spirit world by one

. of the great teachers as a sign of

the doom of the planet?
.+ The idea rtuns through many
religious beliefs, and must have

been considerably encouraged by
the Revelation of St. John.

Now, someone writes to the
Psychic Observer, saying that he
believes in Spiritualism, adding:
“We are in the very last days, but
we need prophets who are de-
pendable, as were the prophets of
the Old and New Testaments.”

That last statement would be
very hard to prove. And there
never was a lime when the world
did not need dependable prophets.
The last presidential election in
the U. S. and the general election
in Britain in 1915 proved that.

PROPHECIES FAILED

A friend, a famous political
covrrespondent in London. told me,
and printed in a paper, that Mr.
Churchill would have a big
majority.

[t was no prophecy. he added.
but the resuit of an analysis of the
slatements  made by electors
throughout the country as to the
way lhey were going to vote.

Yet Mr. Churchill lost.

Still there is need of prophets,
but not the prophets of doom. 1
do not believe amnyone. here or
hereafter. knows when this world
will -end.

PSYCHIC WINNERS

A Spiritualist with 40 years.
experience as & lax consultant
and accountant tells me of his
psychic evidence. which had a
curious origin.

From about 1925 to 1935,
either he or his wile would be
awakened at about 6 a. m. by
hearing a voice calling a name.
“This happened about 15 times,”
he states, “and every time it was
the name of a racehorse. And
they all won.

“We calied them radio flashes.
not having then heard of Spirit-
nalisrn. At first we did not be-
lieve in the voices, so we bet on
only a few of them. Once we bet
$32 and collected $1094. 1 talked
about this to my friends.

WHAT MEDIUM SAID

“When Stewart Edward White
wrote the ‘Unobstructed Universe’,
! bought one and realized then
how we could receive a essage
like that.

“Then we met a Mr. —— who
had been going to the camps for
years, and went to Chesterfield with
him. This was in 1941, and each
year we try to go to some Spirit-
ualist camps. At Chesterfield, one
of the mediums told. me we did not
hear any more voices becanse we
had talked too much, and that in-
formation had been intended for
us alone.”

It requires considerable cour-
age for my correspondent to tell
that, and if the
right. you can see why an ac-
countant, with his knowledge ol
figures, would be reached by the
voices lo draw his attention to the
fact of spirit existence and to the
ability of some spirit people to
forecast.

HOW HE ROSE

I have heard of at least one
similar experience in England,
but in this case it did not lead
to the stopping of the voices.
Mediumship was developed, and
the forecasts of winners stopped.

1 know of one former medium,
whose rise in the world is entire-
ly due to his mediumship, whe
could pick a winner almost at will,
but he had no interest in horses.

SHILLING REFORMER

A worker for the good of the
human race is Noah Zerdin, of
London, who is trying to raise a
fund of one million shillings
($250,000) to extend his propa-
ganda for his movement, Univer-
sal Brotherhood.

He has been hard at work for
many years on his idea.

medium was ~

GANDHI'S RETURN

An account of what she be-
lieves to be the spirit return of
Mahatma Candhi is given by
Miss Jean De Vries and corrobor-
ated as witnesses by a number of
people whose names follow at the
end of this story.

At Chesterfield Camp, in the
summer of 1947, she met two In-
dians then on a business mission
for a chemical company with,
which they were connected. They
were much impressed at seances
given by the Rev. Lula Taber, the
Rev. Clifford Bias, the Rev. John
Bunker. the Rev. Fanchion Har-
wood and the Reyv. Mabel Riffle,
by whom they were welcomed to
the camp.

Miss De Vrices corresponded
with the Indians and with the wife
of one of them, and their inter-
est in psychic matters grew.

THEY TESTIFY

Then there was a seance with
the Rev. Lula Taber in January
of this year at the De Vries home.
A number of materialized spirits
appeared for each’ of the sitters.
Eight forms had been recognized
by Miss De Vries, when a figure,
stating he was Gandhi came for-
ward and introduced himself.

Those who testify to the gen-
uineness of the phenomena that
night are: the Rev. and Mrs.
Theo Siers, of the Spiritualist
Church of Truth, Chicago; Mrs.
Harriet Murphy, Mrs. Clifford
Waterman, Mrs. Helen Gullett,
Mrs. Margaret Stadwiser, Mrs.
Ida Roeser, Mrs, Dorothy Powers
and Mrs. Jerry Weber.

THE MONSTER

These stories have an English
Ravor, but that is how they run
this time, and there is another
prompted by the editorial in the
“Buffalo Courier Express” on
“That Monster Again”. meaning
the Loch Ness monster.

The paper records that once
more the monster has “reared its
ugly head,” and makes the mis-
take of saying that its seems “to
make its appearance coincide fair-
ly well with a need for stimulat-
ing local tourist trade.”

There is no tourist trade in
the Loch Ness area in winter.

But it was a Spiritnalist who
first reported the beast in his
paper. the “Scotsman” of Edin-
burgh, a most Conservative jour-~
nal.

The writer was A. J. Herries, for
many years the “Scotsman’s” chief
reporter, a keen Spiritualist propa-
gandist and a critic of note. He
recounted his facts and conclu-
sions to another famous Spirit-
ualist writer, Hannen Swalffer, who
was then travelling in Scotland.
Swafler, a true reporter of the
old school, sent a column off to
his London paper, and the rest of
the world then picked it up; but
not till then.

And most of the people of
Scotland believe there is a mon-
ster, though the researchers have
not been to the bottom of the loch
to look for it.
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