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Manning triumphs in press healing

Doctors are ‘astounded by his successes’

STAR HEALER Matthew
Manning triumphed when the
“News of the World" ar-
ranged 12 test patients for him
to treat. On Sunday the paper
said the results “were aston-
ishing."

The two ““remarkable”
healing sessions were wit-
nessed by doctors. After Mat-
thew successfully treated one
sufferer, the paper’s medic
said, “I've never seen any-
thing like that in my life."

And a wheelchair victim said
he no longer needed it after a
““miracle” healing.

Did Manning have “any real
power over illness? As Matthew
prepared for his nationwide tour
which starts thisweek, we decided
toinvestigate.”

The results “were certainly as-
tonishing.” The paper .arranged
two private sessions for 12 people
suffering from a selection of ail-

The two doctors who witnessed
the healing sessions “admitted
Ihey were astounded by his suc-

—Len Shorter*-arrived-by wheel-
chair to meet Matthew, 26, at a
private house in W London.

Len, 72, had suffered from ar-
thritis in both knees, his back and
hips for 12 years. He could walk
only with the aid of two sticks,
dragging his legsalong.

Furthermore, he had the medi-
cally incurable Parkinson’s
Disease (trembling condition).

Mathew clasped Len Shorter’s
arthritic joints for half an hour,

then helped the patient to stand'

“This time, using only one
stick, Len started to walk slowly

- bending his knees for the first
time inyears.”

The sufferer's companion, Eu-
gene Branco, shouted: “Sir, God
has given you the gift. I've never
seen Uncle Len walk 'like that
before. It's a miracle.”

The doctor was also enthusias-
tic. There.was, she said, a definite
improvementall round.

Len, of Palmers Green, N
London, “kept walking round the
room saying he no longer needed
his wheelchair.

“To prove the point, he walked
down the halfdozen stepsoutside
the frontdoorand gotinto hiscar
unaided.”

Grandmother Nora Wakeham
lost the use of her left arm about
six yearsago.

Movement was severely limited.
Her right wrist was so weak and
swollen she could not hold a cup.

After ten minutes’ healing, Mat-
thew asked the patient to raise her
left arm above her head. Tentati-

vely, she did so. “Gosh.”” was all
the “amazed” Nora could say.
Matthew treated her right hand.
After 15 minutes, he told her to
clench her fist. She did so with

ease.

The “News ofthe World” doc-
tor rushed over. “I've never seen
anything like thatin my life,” she
said. “The swelling has totally
vanished.”

The seven other people pre-
sent “were also flabbergasted.”

Mrs Wakeham, of Colindale,
NW London, said: “l never
thought anything like this could

happen to me. I've always had
someone to help me on with my
coat. Now | cando itmyself.

“I'll be able to do some knitting
in aid of The Year of the

Disabled.”

As PN told (June 27) Matthew
gave healing to BBC radio reporter
Colin Maitland, who lost his sense
ofsmell 16 years ago after fractur-
ing hisskull.

After a further healing session«
Maitland was able to discern the
odour of vinegar and smelling
salts.

"I know | can cure him even-
tually,” said Matthew. “Today he
hasadvanced a little more.”

Fred Ripsher, 60, sought help
for constant pain which began two
years ago after an unsuccessful
spine operation.

Fred could hardly move when
he joined other patients at a Lon-
don hotel.

As Matthew began healing,
“Fred started twitching as if he
was having dozens of small electric
shocks.
hou “The pain has gone,” he
sl

Dr Chnstme Pickard,, who wit-
nessed that heallng session;,
carefully examined * Fred before-

hand.

Later she made him lift his arms
and legs and bend right down to
10uch hisloes

Yes,” she said, “that’s prett
fantastic. The muscles are mucl
slacker.”

Eight of the paper’s patients re-
ported “substantial improvements
which were verified by the doc-
tors. Six told us their ‘cures’ have
lasted.”

The-failures included a broken
leg which refused to mend, a
paralysed child and a man with
thrombosis.

“Matthew admitted they were
probably incurable, but offered to
try again if the patients wanted
himto.”

The healer's fees “depend on
the financial circumstances of the
patient. Some pay large amounts
voluntarily, but othersgiveas little
as £2, which barely covers his
costs.”

Dr Pickard thought the im-
provements she witnessed “are
compatible with medical teaching
- they can all be put down to
psychological factors.

" They happened where there
was an overlay of muscular and/or
emotional tension.”

Chronic illness “always tends to
have a large measure of this be-
cause people arc frightened. They
hold themselves tight as protectlon
against further injury or pain.

Muscles become fixed in un-
healthy positions. People became
further emotionally upset by the
continuingillness.

Matthew commented, “If | can
heal them in ten minutes, why has
Ihe medlcal profession not done

HIS healing did not always
work, “but doctors have moni-
tored me dissolving tumours. I've
cured many lifelongallergies.”

At present he was working in
conjunction with three hospitals,
“and have had great success with
young children, especially those
with mental problems.”

In Manning’s view, about 60 per
cent Ofillness is in the mind. Feel-

ings ofhostility, ifsuppressed for
years, could resultina tumour.

"The healer simply turns round
people 's mental attitudes,” he
said. “I'm just a channel. Power
flows through me from somewhere
else.”

Better results came if people
sought help as soon as a disease
manifested.
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tests

Some wanted “an instant mir-
acle, but I know it can take me up
to six sessions to get a positive
result.

“After all, who can be harmed
by a healer? The people I see are at
the end oftheroad.

‘The medical profession has
written them off as incurable.
What have they to lose?”

MORE ABOUT HISTORIC SURVIVAL PROOF

Reporter tried to blackmail famed medium

I READ last week how a journalist used blackmail and intimi-
dation against a famed medium and then, when she failed, lied
in print to discredit him. Thus, she cast doubts on one of the
most famous seance cipher tests in Spiritualism’s history. And
it is still being printed as the unblemished truth over 50 years

HARRY HOUDINI: Author makes unproven allegations about his

spiritreturn.

later!

Though these events occurred
over halfa century ago, it is vital
that Spiritualists should know the
true story as ammunition against
any sceptical salvo fired by critics.

Latest of these is author Ray-
mund FitzSimons. As PN front-
paged (June 6) BBC .Radio 4
broadcast a dramatised documen-
tary based on his book, “Death
and the Magician" (Hamish
Hamilton) which tells of Houdini’s
anti-Spiritualist campaign.

FitzSimons’ programme gave
the impression that an arranged-
in-advance complicated code
between Houdini and hiswife Bess
was never communicated. It was
— as PN’s editor Maurice Barba-
nell stated in a letter to the editor
of“Radio Thnes.”

The editor quoted Mrs Houdi-
ni's affidavit, signed by witnesses,
that famous medium Arthur Ford
gave the message “in its entirety,
and in theagreed upon sequence.”

A reply to die editor's letter
came from John Knight, a pro-
ducer. He sent Barbancll's com-
ments to FitzSimons. The author's

. =
| PN Reporter

replywas

ou arc right that Bess Hou-
dini did sign a statement to the
effect that the message was gen-
uine. This was followed by great
controversy. The upshot was that
Bessrepudiated the message.

“A full account ofthe episode is
to be found in my book. The epi-
sode was too involved to be dealt
with adequately within the frame-
work ofmy radio feature.”

FitzSimons’ ““full account™
leaves a lot to be desired. And it
omitssome vital facts.

After the agreed code came via
Ford theworld “soon heard it," he
says. "The news broke in time for
the afternoon papers and was
flashed around the globe. Houdini
had come back!

e still Eyed! Afterlife and
it communication had been
proved beyond doubt!”

Spiritualists, he writes, rejoiced.
““He that was lost had been found.
He that was dead?had been res-
tored to life. A new chapter was

beginning for the human race.

“What glories and mysteries

might not be revealed with such a
powerful spirit in touch with the
world!"
1 Joe Rinn, an old friend of Hour
dini, was not impressed, says the
author. Yethe can hardly be called
an impartial witness. According to
FitzSimons, Rinn believed most
mediums /'were dishonest magi-
cians who had taken the left hand
path, claiming they possessed
supernatural (sic) power.

“In doing this they violated the
magicians'code.”

Rinn regarded the code episode

“as the spook trick toend all spook
tricks, a trick that must be exposed
at onceor Houdini’s great crusade
would be discredited and the
Spiritualists have the final victory
over him.

“Bess-was convinced of the
truth 'oRFord’s seaneft. Rinn and
other friends of Houdini reminded
her of certain things which in her
emotional 'State she had forgot-
ten.”.

Ford's message from Houdini's
mother included the evidential
word, “Forgive." A year before
Arthur's seance one paper quoted
Bess as saying any communication
from her mother-in-law would
have to include that word.

“Ford cou/d (my italics) have
read this,” says FitzSimons. What
is hisevidence thathe did so?

Also the previouvyear a bio-
graphy of Houdini had been pub-

lished. FitzSimons’ obvious in-
ference is that Foid knew of this.
Whereis the evidence?

FitzSimons then makes an alle-
gation that would be tantamount
tolibel were Fordstill on earth.

A nurse was present as Hou
lay on his death bed. She c
£y italics) have heard Kim asking

r (Bess) to repeat the formation
of the code words and their'

“meaning.

“This information couldi (my
italics) have been passed to Ford:”

So, without a shred ofevidence,
FitzSimons has the temerity to
discredit Ford with a series, of
monstrous insinuations!

Worse comes. Two days after
the seance the New York
"Graphic” made some “startling
disclosures.” The Houdini mes-
sage, itclaimed, wasahoax.

One of its reporters had been in
possession of the code “wofds 24
hours before the seance, the paper
claimed. How this secret had been
revealed was not disclosed. .Ford,
it added, had admitted being a
close friend of Bess; The pair had
planned a joint lecture tour.

Ford would finance it and Bess
“had supplied the code as her part
ofthedeal.”

Mrs  Houdini “denied this
strenuously,” saying she had
never betrayed her husband's
trust. She admitted to meeting
Ford prior to the seance.

FitzSimons has the effrontery to

Turn to page 8, column 1
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Do hypnotic regressions
prove previous lives?

"Mind Oui Of Time?" bv lan
Wilton, Galiana, £6.95

IAN WILSON established his re-
putation astheauthor of“The Tu-
rin Shroud." Turning his investi-
gative skill from the examination
of sacred relics to that of past lives
he has now produced the book un-
der review.

He claims that what lie has
written is the first attempt to prov
vide a sound, comprehensive basis
for the'study of reincarnation? It is
a bold claim and many will con-
sider the author ill advised to have
madeit.

Tp answer the question whether
the experience of past lives is real
or imaginary has been the object of
other and, at least, equally well-
qualified writers in recent years.
However lan Wilson asserts thatin
writing his book he has drawn on
the best material available.

This chiefly consists of contem-
porary cases which haveattracted a

reat deal of publicity and are at
the same time apparently well-
founded. Our author’s aim has
been toshow that even casesof this
kin'd ‘can be adequately explained
without enlisting the doctrine of
reincarnation as a hypothesis.

Part memory plays

He arguesthat such cases simply
manifest the human mind’s
extraordinary powers. It is, of
course, true that we are normally
acqualnled with only theconscious
mind and its particular type of
awareness. The area of mental ac-
tivity which lies below the thres-
hold of consciousness has seem-
ingly unfathomable depths from
which gods as well as demons may
emerge.

In analysing cases of hypnotic
regression into past lives, lan Wil-
son makes much use of cryptom-
nesiaasa posslble explanation.

In Drever's "A Dicti y of
Psychology” this is defined as
“memory without identification or
recognition as previous exper-
ience, original experiences being
forgotten or repressed, and their
reinstatement appearing as a new
experience.**

we know (lint we receive far
more impressions from the exter-
nal world than the conscious mind
can contain. We are constantly as-
similating information which is
pushed into the mind’s subliminal
part and left there until recalled in
circumstances which require its
emergence.

Toexplain fantasy

A memory of everything we
have known, observed or exper-
ienced is retained in this menial
storehouse.

Bearing in mind the human
mind’s incredible capacity for
creating fantasies, it is conceivable
that the supposed memory of past
lives may nave originated in a for-
gotten or repressed experience of
thislife.

But, if regression under-hypno-
sis to early childhood produces
acceptable results, why should the
same method yield nothing but
fantasy when applied to prenatal
existence?

There is, | understand, a
widely-held belief that a person
under hypnosis cannot lie. What
basis there is for such a belief |
cannot say. t certainly
childhood incidents when recalled
under hypnosisgenerally appear to
be accurately described. Docs the

moment of birth separate truth
from fantasy?

Does a hypnotised person ref-
rain” from lying when recounting
his childhood, but indulge in it
when recallmg a previous incarna-
tion? If this is so, neither lan Wil-
son nor any other author in this
field seems to have found a satis-
factory explanation for this dif-
ference inbehaviour.

It is, of course, true that when
taken back under hypnotic regrea-
sion to past lives there is a wide
variety of responae from subjeas.
Some are completely consistent"in
regard to details while others are
wildly inconsistent in their ac-
counts.

It may be that when regressing
into childhood the subject's sug-
gestibility is compensated for by a
more certain knowledge of what
actually happened.

Isthere link?

Our author perceives a link be-
tween behaviour in hypnotic re-
gression and multiple personalire.
Leaving nade the notorial back-
ground of past lives, the various
characterswho emerge do seem to
have a great deal in common with
the kind of personalities who ex-
change placesand assumea tempo-
rarily predominant role within the
ambitofasingle individual.

As an alternative to past lives
being recalled or re-enacted, the
author offers the interesting idea of
a hidden observer or unconscious
selfbeing the Source of the charac-
ter, NT—-—“g under hypnotic re-
grc.M.a.

This ascribes to the mind not
only remarkable inventive powers
butextraordinary actingabilities.

Hesits on fence

Though mental states may be
involved which are of a very un-
usual nature, lan Wilson stresses
his belief that the material pro-
ducé! under hypnotic regression
can quite easily have beenacquired
by normal means.

In assessing the evidence he
arguesthatitcannot beaccepted as
proof of the reality of past lives
without obtaining in the first place
the fullest possible information
about the subject's identity and
history.

At the same time he admits that
even iftheevidence isshown tobe
derived from fantasy, this would
not in itselfmake the doctrine of
reincarnation an absurd or im-
probable belief.
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FOR a considerable time now
an old, valued reader of mine
has regularly sent me anti-
fluoridation .literature. An ar-
dent campaigner for several
causes she is convinced Spirit-
ualists should be interested in
1and responsible for, she has
long hoped | might write some-
lhing about fluoridation.
ave not felt such a subject
could be treated in these co-
lumns. After all, there is no
psychic connotation. But it
seems | am wrong. Another
reader has written on this very
matter so | seize the opportu-
nity towrite about it.

It is some years since there
was widespread public contro-
versy concerning the fluorida-
tion of public water supplies. In
Wiltshire, where | was then liv-
ing, | wrote to the local
newspaper. My letter was pub-
lished along with those ofother

protesters.
But to no avail. The County
Council, and local medicos,

were adamant, and we lost the
day. Now I "live in the same
-area, but I will not drink tap
water, preferring to buy bottled
spring water for drinking and
cooking. Atleast it is

The truth is, accurdlng to
jstatements by the National
Anti-Fluoridation Campaign,
there is much evidence of
fluoridation causing harm,
ranging from dental fluorosisin

with medical opinion

children, to increased cancer
death rates in thg elderly, while
mass fluoridation has never
beensanctioned by Parliament.

The original writer of the let-
ter tells me how, from the age
of 15, she suffered from rheu-
matoid arthritis. Twenty years
later a sudden worsening of the
condition seemed to coincide
withthe introduction ofsodium
chloride into the local drinking
water

Thjs seemed proved, when

SHE 'TALKS TO ANIMALS
BY USING TELEPATHY

IN her autobiography, Barbara
Woodhouse makes it abundantly
clearthat she owes her phenome-
nal success in animal training to
bongpsychic.

In “Talking to Animals" (Pen-
guin, £1.50) she describeshow the
initiative came when she wasin the
Argentine.

Shewasliving inahouse, partof
an’ establishment that broke in
wild horses. Barbara met an old
Indian who said the great secret of
such horse tnuning was to begin by
breathing up the animal’s nostrils.
This practice they reciprocated by
breathing upthetrainer's nostrils.

She met with tremendous oppo-
sition when she sought permission
to break in wild horses, being told
thisarduous work was fit only for

Finally by using the nostril
breathing method she tamed awild
horse, much to the surprise of the
ranch manager. Thereafter she
trained about four horses every
week.

They were caught up from the
herd for her. She breathed a wel-
come up their noses, gently telling
them all she wanted them to do.
They submitted almost immedi-
ately.

She never spoke to the animals
above a whisper. She knew they
liked aquietvoice. Ifyouachieved
attuncment with them, she writes,
itdid not matter what words were

used. The intonation of the voice
was the important factor.

Barbara tells readers that in
some mysterious way, through the
touch of one’s fingers or directly
from mind to mind, thoughts are
transmitted to theanimals.

Frequently she has proved this
when out Tiding. Barbara has
thought which way to go, and
found the pony almost invariably
took the right turning.

Today a similar phenomenon
occurs with her cows. There is a
choice of three paddocks for them
when they come out of the
cowshed. Without any material
help fromBarbara, her 13-ycar-old
cow always makes her way to the
pasture she wants the animal to
take.

She believes one has to be
within about 25 yards of them to
transmit this telepathic control,
but there can be no doubt that it
happens.

Barbara states that the animals
always know without a word being
spoken when she is upset, angry,
unhappy, ill or outoftemper.

Now she makesit a rule never to
go near her horses to attempt to
tame them if she is cross about
anything.

Her irritabilitycommunicates it-
self to them at'once. “Then that
communion is lost which is so'
essential ifone is to make them do
what one wants them to do, in-
stantly and without, fear."

US PSYCHIC COMPLAINS
ABOUT ‘DISCRIMINATION’

LEGISLATION which requires
US psychics to obtain licensing
has been branded as "discrimina-
tory.”

mHarley Davidson Keller was one
speaker “at tbe Festival of the
Psychic and Healing Arts in W

Palm Beach, Florida.' Her com-
ments arc reporled in the resort's
“Post.”

Ms Keller, a clairvoyant, writer
and “political activist,’”says:

“we strongly resent legislation
on psychics that requires licensing
fees which are double those for
other professions.

“Itisdiscriminatory.”

Law enforcement officers, busi-

nessmen and other professionals
are “turning tp psychics. People
have to realise we arc in the age of
healingawareness

ett, a British spirit
healer lold those at the festival
that the American Indians, Tibe-
tans and Eskimos “all believe in
spiritual healing.

“The mind cannot get better un-
lessitwantsto.

“To get better, you must want
to get better and Stan learning
how.”

Leggett isa member ofboth tile
National Federation of Spiritual
Healers and the American Holistic
Medical Institute.

nothing but bottled spring
water was adopted for drinking
and. cooking. Within three
months there were signs of im-
provement. It was not proved
whether or not_fluoride had
anything to do with it, but then
no tests were made.

Unfortunately problems anil
decisions have appeared again.
It is now a question whether or
not hip operations, on medical
advice, should be done. And
here is where the psychic
connotation enters. Some years
ago she sat with a well-known
medium and a spirit doctor ad-
vised againstsurgery.

He also said it would be
medically recommended, but
spirithealing could be ofjustas
much help. The letter contin-
ues: “Since time is man-made,,
and that sitting, was five years
ago could it be this present

lvice to which the spirit doc-
torwasreferring?

“I realise we all have free will
and the decision must be mine.
But what a decision! Is it fair to
seek the help of a clairvoyant?
Could such a one help anyway?
For if this illness is part of my
‘karma,” how can | be helped?
How would you tackle the
problem?"

My first advice, andJ am

sure 1 will get into hot water
with some readers over it, is to
dismiss the idea of “karma.”
Certainly cause and effect will
always work out; but (here are
no grounds for regarding the
outlook as therefore hopeless.

. Secondly, as one who be-
lieves in fending off surgical
operations till the last possible
moment, | would seek for spirit
help. Whatever it entailed, |
would get myselfinto the hands
ofone ofour reputable hellers.
| dp not make personal recom-
mendations, but there is a wide
choice.

As to sitting with a medium
for advice, this is a very per-
sonal matter. It could produce
results. On the other hand, it
might prove disappointing, and
even actas asetback to hopes. |
think | would pray for guidance
about this, and sec what im-
pressions1 got.

I have just enough space to
mention that | have had offers
of help from two mediums for
the iMlle Cornish church
struggling to keep open, to
which I referred in my June 20
article. Blessingson them!

-

-

“Truth Has No Label," a
selection from Brother John's
articles, is obtainable from PN
Bookshop, £3.70'J11.10.

HEALING MEETING
AMUSES REPORTER

WHY did a local journalist who
visited a healing session experience
““an overwhelming urge to giggle"?

Julie Hearn covered a demon-
stration by Dan Avcrdung for the
“Windsor, Slough and Eton Ex-
press,” Berks.

Dan held the session at the
Windsor Boys Clubs* headquart-
ers. Though it was due to end at
10.30pm, there were so many sick
people wailing for treatment Aver-
dung did not finish until an hour
later.

A local vicarand rector attended
the meeting, but two doctors de-
clined invitations ““as they did not
wantto get involved.

“I thought it would have been n
good idea if a doctor checked and
then commented on each healed
patient,” Dantold PN.

To begin his meeting, Averdung
held his arms towards the
audience.

“You should feel something
now,” he said, “maybe a tingle, or
awarm sensation. Some of-you will
seeaglowon my fingertips.”

Julie Hearn “felt a tingle in my
face muscles — caused by an

overwhelming urge to giggle.

“There was nothing funny,
however, about reasons why many
of the 55 people in the audience
were there."

The World's Largest
Spiritualist Association
(open 7daystwMU |

Sunday services at 3 and
6pnr

40 mediums available for
private appointments and
groups

Two demonstrations of
clairvoyance and lecture
everyweekday
Demonstrations on Satur-
days and Sundays

Fully staffed restaurant
and library

At least half ofthem were suffer-
ing from pain caused by rheu-
matism, thrombosis, migraine or
spinaldisorders.

German-born Dan, of Orchards
Park, Trenches Lane, Langley,
Bucks, was successful in treating
Vera Hollis, who sought help for
strained muscles in her right arm.

After several minutes™ healing,
she was able to “raise the injured
arm high above her head

Two days later she spent the
afternoon digging in her garden.
“I could never have done that be-
for Averdung's treatment,” Mrs
Hollis testified.

The journalist said that whether
the effects of Dan’s healing lasted
or not, “every person who walked,

limped or hobbled on stage admit-
ted feeling total or at least partial
relieffrom pain afterwards.”

Averdung said he is not a faith
healer. "1 use my natural life
energy to relieve pain ™
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Hereis
real-life
generation
game

GUESTS at a surprise party held
at Otley National Spiritualist
Church, W Yorks, to celebrate the
80th birthday of church member
Marie Miller could have been for-
given for finding the event confus-
ing.

Marie's husband Charles is also
her grand-daughter Vanda’s
father-in-law as well as her great-
grand-daughters’ grandfather.

Or, to put it another way, Ma-
rie’s son, Clifford Maude, also an
Otley church member, is the
father-in-law of Marie’s stepson,
Ron Miller, whose wife is Marie’s
grand-daughter.

If that sounds confusing,
imagine how Marie’s great-grand-
daughters, Jenny Miller, nine,
Debbie, six, and Samantha, two,
understand how their grandfather
can be married to their great-
grandma!

The answer is that they don’t
even try to work it outand simply
content themselves with calling
their mother’s grandma,
“Grandma.”

The explanation of this real-life
Station game is quite simple,

les is Marie’s second hus-
band; his son Ron is married to
Marie’s grand-daughter, Vanda.
This accounts for the perplexing
webofrelationships.

The two couples first met about
11 years ago when attending ser-
vices at a Spiritualist "church in
Nassau Place, Chapeltown, Leeds.

Otley church members gathered

President’s
wife has
test seance

PN Reporter

SPIRIT communication, it seems,
is sometimes more reliable than a
telephone conversation between
two peopleon earth.

Last week’s PN reported that
famous medium Doris Collins gave
a successful sitting to Dulc:
gueiredo, wife of Brazil's Pre5|-
dent.

A colleague checked with the
Brazilian Embassy press office and
was told that though Madame Fi-
gueiredo had been in London, she

ad left. The spokeswoman had no
knowledgeofthesitting.

.This is not surprising. Due toa
misunderstanding the seance was
held for Carmen Lopez-Portillo,
wife ofMexico's President.

Madame Portillo is no stranger
to psychic matters. Two years ago
she_invited famous US medium

Keith Rhinehart to demonstrateat
the presidential palace.

During a seance — Keith and
his party were escorial by gun-tot-
ing guards — a spirit voice com-
municated in test conditions.

Madame Portillo was instru-
mental in ensuring that fraud-
proofprecautions were taken.

Rhinehart was entranced by one
of his spirit guides, who provided
evidential messages.

““Each person in Madame Portil-
lo'sgroup received one froma rela—
tive or friend in the spiritworld,”
said Linda Dunn’s report. “The
President's elder daughter was so
moved by her message that tears
flowed freely.”

She was “surprised to recave a
message from a friend who died a
violentdeath.”

Keith announced his guides
were preparing for a voice seance.
Two blankets, supplied by Ma-
dame Portillo, were taped across a
comer of the room to form a cab-

Before entering, Rhinehart took
water froma glass into his mouth.
“Tape was placed over his
mouth gy Madame Portillo,” said
Linda. The tape was marked with
a pen. The_marks went onto
Keith’s face. The President’s wife

k delighted Marie Miller pictured during her 80th surprise birth-
day party with her great-grand-daughters Debbie (left), Jenny

(right) and Samantha.
insecret to celebrate Marie's birth-
day last month.

She thought Charles had taken
her to the church simply to collect
a birthday cake which Eddie Moss,
an Otley official, had made. He isa
skilled, professional baker.

Marie's surprise quickly turned
todelight asshe found many of her

friends and relatives waiting qui-
etly. Church president Duncan
Gascoyne greeted her.

When Jenny, Debbie and Sa-
mantha sang “Grandma, we love
you,” everybody knew whom they
meant!

Marie comes from Holt Dale
Green, Holt Park, Leeds.

Mexico's President Jose Lopez-Portillo and his wife Carmen. She
and her daughterreceived spirit messages.

signed her initials as an added
precaution.

Shortly after Rhinehart entered
the cabinet, a deep spirit voice
addressed Madame Portillo.

When Keith left the makeshift
cabinet, before the tape was re-
moved Madame Portillo checked
i

LETTER

77Tm#to closeranks

THIS is my answer to the points
raised in two articles by contribu-
tor P. J. Mosl

Splrltuallsm is a religion,
therefore we cannot turn away
from our teachings. The pioneers
fought opposition that we might
worshipwithout fear or distress.

They withstood the “slings and
arrows" ofcriticism (not forgetting
the rotten fruit and vegetables) to
prociaim the truth.

What was this truth? That life
after earthly death continues, not
that “Uncle Joe has met Aunt
Edith.” This, I agree, is not what
the present generation of young
seekerswant.

I do not however understand
how your contributor can mention
stagnation in his first article, then
say nothing different in his second
one.

The question of psychic centres
to replace churches has been
broached by many others, includ-
ing SNU president Gordon Hig-

»''She found it had not been
moved or Iampered with in any
way," said Linda. "It was then
removed.”

Having set the record straight, |
would say the odds that the wives
ofBrazil'sand Mexico’s Presidents
should be in London at the same
timeareastronomical.

ginson, who has campaigned for
such forseveral years.

Others, including our most fer-
vent opponents, have criticised the
Movement since its early begin-
nings.

I do not suggest | can provide an
answer. | postulate debating points
forwhich I invite comments.

We who call ourselves Spiritual-
ists must stand and be counted.
Noarmy everwon a battle unlessit
had closed ranks. We must unite
e cause of Spiritualism, not
asat present.

Spiritualists must remove those
blinkers which prevent them from
welcoming other spiritually moti-
vated groups and organisations. By
doing so we must not however be-
melting pot

di

tualists must
progress, not regress. If this upsets
the “older rigid minds," they must
learn the virtues of tolerance and
ience. Older workers in this
‘vineyard of light and love” must
stand down while younger ones
take their stand for Spiritual-
iSm.—S. Hellen, Criichley Street,
lkeston, Derby.
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‘Dead.’ rabbi's glass
eye proves Survival

PN Reporter

VETERAN Spiritualist John
Bronkhorst - last week’s PN
briefly reported his passing -
once told of seeing his grand-
father's full materialisation. He
proved his survival by reproduc-
ing the deformed foot from which
he suffered on earth.

Interviewed by PN in 1974,
John recalled how his twin brother
David dismissed a message at a
Spiritualist meeting because he
thought it waswrong.

The medium descrlbed a little
old man’s spirit form. He had a
white beard and a malformed left
foot.

Their father, a rabbi at one of
Britain’s largest synagogues for
over 50 years, overheard David
telling John about this.

y boy," said the father,
“thatis your grandfather. He had
adeformed left foot.”

Coffin is test

He then unearthed a photo-
graph of his father who had
passed on before the twins were
bom. The likeness exactly fitted
the medium'’s description.

Rabbi Bronkhorst returned
through Joe Benjamin a few weeks
after his passing.

During a social call on John
and his brother, Joe gave sponta-
neous clairvoyance. Their father
referred to his coffin being opened
and that he was “late for his
funeral.”

His sons confirmed these inci-
dents. The hearse driver took a
wrong turning and arrived 20 min-
utes late. This would have caused
the father concern, said John,
since he wasastrict timekeeper.

David had asked for the coffin
to be opened. He wished to make
sure the rabbi’s earthly remains
w%re wrapped in the correct white
robe.

Benjamin said this communica-
tor was an inveterate pipe-smoker.
This was correct. His large pipe
collection had been burned that
day.

“Not all of them,” said the
medium. “There isone in that cor-
ner desk. Itis brokenand has been
mended.”

Pipe isevidence

Sure enough, when they
checked the bureau, tucked at the
back of a drawer was a meer-
schaum with a taped broken
stem.

Two physical phenomena
highspots in John's psychic quest
included levitation and material!--
sation.

The first occurred at a Leslie
Flint seance. An old-fashioned
leather armchair rose in the airand
floated round the room. It finally
came to rest, gently leaning ‘on
John’s shoulders.

Alec Harriswas the medium res-
ponsible for the grandfather's
materialisation.

ohn told a colleague how he
took a friend, head of a large store,
to a sitting with an amateur
medium, who was entranced and

Spread good
(psychic) news
HERE is a chance for you to
spread psychic knowledge - and
with little effort.

Back numbers of PN are avail-
able for this purpose. You can
leave them anywhere, on public
transport and in waiting rooms.

Another method is to send the
names and addresses of six
friends We will post a copy to
each ol

Back numbers are also avail-
able for churches and societies to
distribute locally and include the
names, addresses and times of
their meeting places.

PN makes no charge. If you
can help with the cost of postage,
75p will bring a parcel of 25
copies.

Just drop a note to our circula-
tion department. We will do the
rest.

spoke in a strange language. The
companion recognised itas a Hun-
garian dialect.

John's father made a highly evi-
dential spirit return when PN edi-
tor Maurice Barbanell had his first
sitting with Robin Stevens.

Robin supplied the names of
Alfred and Sid. Mention came ofa
rabbi and Cheyne Walk. Sadie was
referred to. and a Hirst.

This, said Robin,, was part ofa
surname. Then he got it exactly.
“Bronkhorst, David,” exclaimed
Robin. “Now I'm coming back to
the rabbi and Cheyne Walk in
Hendon

The editor knew David lived in
Hendon, NW London, but was
not sure about the Cheyne Walk.
“Now I've heard everything,”
Robin added, “because here is a
rabbiwith aglasseye.”

The editor checked with David.
Alfred was his eldest brother; he

JOHN BRONKHORST: A levi-
tated armchair floated on to
his shoulders ata seance.

waswed io Sadie.

David's father had a glass eye, a
fact Barbanell did not know.
David said that even those who
met the rabbi failed to notice it.

Sid, his father’s brother, and
Sadie lived with David after
Alfred's passing.

David, the editor learnt, had
lived at Cheyne Walk five years
previously.

MATTHEW MANNING is one of those extraordinary
people whom scientists say can bend spoons wnh thoughtand
communicate telepathically. Since the age of 11 he

impressed the publicand scientistsin Europe and Nonh

America with his unusual abil

m automatic painting

andwrm topolter elstactlvmes Scientific testing proves
hat MATTHEW MANN 2P

Slnce MA 11 HEW dlscovcred itwasnot he

'S powers arc genuine.

imselfwho was

healing, butthat he acted as a catalyst in releasing self-healing

powers within his patients,

he has

ided to direct his

eCl
enerr%leg in this more positive direction. With thisaim he has

le a cassette

e for you, concentrating a// his expenence

and mind power into oné self-healing session. Listening to
this cassette you will benefit from his mostaccomplished
session to date. The powerful aryl extremely effective healing
cassette isyours to be used when, where and as often asyou
like. Hundreds ofpeople have already successfully tried this
cassette and released their own self-healing energies.

Headaches, back and shoulder problems,

leafness, eye

problems, can al! be treated, as well as more serious illnesses.

= Authorof three books

= Successfully destroyed

human cancer cells using

only the sheer power ofhis

mind (tests conducted by

DrJ. Knetz, San Antonio,
USA)

= Influences the growth
rate of grass seeds (lab ex-
periments in London and
California)
= Hundreds of patients
cured around the world

= Dramatic influence on the movements of animals
and the emotional tension levels of people (test San
Antonio, USA).

We arcso certainthat this 80-minutc PSYCHIC HEALING
CASSETTE can brlng you immeasurable help in your life and

those aroundJ/uu tha
you have triet

We make you aspecial offer. Ifafter
it for 10 days you'are notinspired and fully

convinced ofnssfflcacy refurn itin its original packingand-

we will full
O

ali ned number of cassettes have been produced

S0 don’t delaly in sending your order.
alsohow to heal others by understanding and

acuvaun our psychic po
B QY DTY

we
NESS the

rs,
effect of magnetismand power

ofhis vonce on your peace ofmind and experience release

from your ailments.

1 YES | want to experience without any obligation the I
self healmg session under the guidance of MAT-
NNING.

(=] Please send me a catalogue of related books and cas- |

L]
Please send me... copit esofHealm andSelf- 1
Healingby MATTHEW MANNING ALEADO plus65p
I postand packing each. |
I MI/Mn/Miss. |
Addre: -*
| I
u
| P.S.I. PUBLICATIONS LIMITED r
WAVERLEY, 1 COPSE CLOSE, WIDLEY |
| . PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE
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“Toserve is noble"
— a spirit message

Mass said for guide

INEVITABLY, when it is sug-
gested something may have hap-
pened for the first time, evidence
is speedily produced to the con-
trary.

My colleague ““Psyche” asked
last week whether it was unique
that mass had been said for two
spirit guides.

One-of famous healer George
Chapman’s patients in France, to
express her gratitude for the
successful healing received from
his two ?uides, William Lang and
son Basil, had masses said for them
and for George.

My colleague’s query as *to
whether this was the first time it
had happened brings a letter from
another noted medium, John Lo-
yette, describing a similar happen-
. ingabout 20 yearsago.

One of his Roman Catholic sit-
ters, Frank Allison, was so
convinced by evidence received
from his “dead” wife over a series
ofsittings that he caused a mass to
be said for John's guide Grey-
feather in Westminster Cathedral.

John, whose mediumship has
been absent from the psychic scene
. for too long, tells me he docs not
regard himselfas having retired, a
statement recently reported in PN.

His problem is a heart disease
which manifests in angina pecto-
ris, “which makes it unwise to go

. into trance and causes me to be-
unreliable.” John hopes to pick up
the threads again one day.

Meantime he has been listening
to other mediums at public meet-
ings. On three occasions he felt
impressed he would get a message.
Each time he did, the mediums
being Jessie Nason, Eileen
Blaschkc and Carmen Rogers: Yet,
he says, none of the mediums
knew him.,

CASSETTE
BES320

The pulsating audio-cassette with
the power potential that creates
transformation

Just read what PN readers have to
say:

RELAXATION: "I have achieved a
state of relaxation more profound
than any haveknown before."
BODY ALIVENESS: "I can feel
changestaking place ... actual mus-
cles appear to be relaxing and
stretching.”

IMAGERY: "My imagery in conjunc-
tion with the sound is extremely

PAIN: "Happy to report that the
pain continues to bo loss severe.”

ENERGY: "Every day loaves me feel-
ing somewhat more energetic.

REJUVENATION: "Felt like a new
person. All aches and pains and
tiredness had leftme.”

SLEEP he slept the night
Throngih, which & something he has
not donéfor months.”

HEALING: "In four sessions | have
had more relief than in all the six
years under orthopaedic treat-

AWARENESS: * it's truly amaz-

ing, meresnoomerwayaf oxplain-

ingit.

(The above oxtracts have been re-

printed from orginal leters sentto
and seen by the advertsing

A limited numbor of these cassettes
still available -£7,95 post and
packingfree
JustaskforBES 320
Post your order(oda'r\?/

Sun roductions (PN28)

utton Hail Road
Huunslow Middlesex. TW5 OPX

Please note: All orders processed In
strictrotation

AllWorlds
Are One

Doris facesdeluge

FAMOUS medium Doris Stokesis
bracm% herself for yet another de-
luge of mail. The sequel to her
autobiography is due to be pub-
lished nextmonth.

Doris has received thousands of
letters, many from overseas. Some
writers say” that her first book
“changed their lives.”

“More Voices In My Ear” is
scheduled to appear "in mid-
August. The mass-selling

“Woman's Own” has bought the
serialisation rights. Doris" hectic
promotional, itinerary includes
appearances at various British ci-
ties.
literary lunch at a London hotel
where she and another author ex-
plained to book buyers present the
contents of their newwurks

man's
dozens of photos of Dons to |IIus-
trate the serialisation.

One session, at a London street
market, cost the medlum very
dearly. Whenever she ed up
an ifem, the stallhulder insisted
sheshould buy it.

By the time Doris returned
home, she had acollection ranging
from sheets to pan scourers!

The n’s Own” photo-
grapher was |mpressed after Doris
was_besieged by skinhead fans
asking for her autograph at a Lon-
don meeting last week.

Beyond death's door

NEXT month will also be hectic
for TV and radio personality
Michael Bentine, who was guest of
honour at the PN dinner in 1978.
He will be promoting his book,
“The Door Marked Summer,*
scheduled for publication on
August 20.

L|ned up for him is a series of
interviews - | counted 29 of them
- on TV, radio and with national

-and provincial newspapers in sev-
eral pans of Britali

Michael explalns hisautobiogra-
Rhy s title by sayin? that in life he

as found ‘himself facing many

oors.

Some. after opening them, he
shut in terror. Others opened for
him, leading him to see much sor-
rowand pain. Some, he admits, he
has not had the courage to open.

“But there isone which, when it
opens, spillsagreat blaze ofgolden
light into my life. Beyond it I can
see the smlllng faces of all the
people that love, who have
preceded me lhrough the door.”
This one, his favourite, is marked
““Summer,”

Michael has been involved with
psychic phenomena since
childhood. His father, who.
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worked as a healer with Joe Benja-
min, was a scientist engineer who
had aremarkable home circle.

As a result the family met “a
colourful  stream of mediums,
clairvoyants, healers and
psychomctrists.” Michael of
course has Eiven evidence of pos-
sessing psychic*powers.

Calls it 'marvellous®

LET me praise two mediums
for the excellent evidence they
conveyed to a woman from Ger-
many who came to London to visit
an English friend.

Her husband, Rudolf Meldau,
describes the results as “marvel-
lous.” In both sittings | was
mentioned by name, though
neither Minic ~Bridges nor Joe
Benjamin could have normall;
known ofmy association with their
sitter's husband.

In Minie’s case she got my first
name, Maurice - s on
earth” — with the statement of a
business connection between her
husband and me. The information
came‘from the sitter's father and
her daughter.

Mention was made of the fact
that her husband lectures, which
was his profession.

Then the medium described the
spirit presence of an Indian guide
who was also associated with her
husband.

When Mrs Meldau wentto Joe

Benjamin, hetold ofherhusband's
association with Silver Birch. The
information, said Joe, came from
someone named Pestalozzi who
said, “I am the fatherof Fred . . .
youknow Fredand hiswife.”
Joealso mentioned Mcldau’s be-

inginvited toa Silver Birch sitting.
The Meldaus hafpened to be in
Zurich when a Silver Birch sitting
was arranged at the home of Fred
and Sylvia Pcstalom They were
invited to be present.

Meldau is responsible for
1rans|at|ng into German “Silver

rch Speaks,” which was pub-
Ilshed in 1978. There isalso a sug-
gestion that the same publisher
will produce his German transla-
u of my book, “This is Spirit-
” which is the subject of
current negotiations.

Grave humour

THE journalist responsible for the
“Daily Mirror” Live Letters fea-
ture solved a reader’s problem
about an old epitaph lastweek.
The inquirer wanted to put his
sister’s mind at rest by telling her
the rest of the wording which con-
tains the line, “As you are now so

The reader was told there have
been many epitaphs with varia-
tions of that theme, but the;one

trying to be recalled was robably
on the grave of Charles Williams,
who died in 1841, in St John's

Church, Hackney, E London:
““Remember me as you pass by.
Asyou are nowsooncewas|l.
As1am nowsoyou must be.
So be prepared to follow me.”

There wasa “reply”” whena wag '

added to this epitaph the words:
“To follow thee is my intent. But
you left no word which way you
went!” «-

Dead wrong

MY colleague Brother John, who

recently featured the problem of
people being buried alive, wnII be
interested in a cutting 1 am
sending him from “Weekend."
The writer, Daniel Farson, told
last week of an American clairvo-
yant, Washington Irving Bishop,
who was declared dead until a
pathologist’s knife showed in'a

““post mortem” that he had been in
a trance. He survived to tell the.
tale.

No balloonto heaven
MEMBERS of a US religious sect
who expected to rise to heaven
found themselves still on earth last
week wondering whether' they
should try to buy back ’their
homes.

This was the sequel to a story
that was featured on this page in
our last issue.

Bill Maupin, who founded the
50-mcmber Lighthouse Gospel

| ASK YOU FOR
A QUID PRO QUO

' WHEN 1 see that the Spiritual
Truth Foundation has only £134
in its current account, 1 realise
the time had come to replenish its
coffers.

The foundation was launched in
1965 with its stated objcctives'be-
ing:

) the promotion and advance-

had predicted for two ears—m((enl of the religion and religious

ihai mllllons of peoplg would 8s:
cend like balloons into heaven on
June 28, 1981

“Those saved will go on a one-
way trip for six or seven years, and
then we will be coming back, > he
said.

Some followers had sold their
homes in preparation for leaving.
Others had ' refused to renew
leases.

Maupin admitted he may have
made a mistake on the date. “But
we know it's going to>happen
shortly,” he insisted.

Star's spirited return

I AM chary of recording what are
said to be psychic phenomena in
inns. Too often the pub is getting
puhllcny for spirit encounters of
the kind not associated with
psychic phenomena.

Thisone, however, published in
the “Sun™ last week, seems to be
evidential.

It said that strange things hap-
pened at the Hermit Inn alter the
passing of its star regular, TV
comedian Ronnie Dukes. All five
of the pub’s clocks stopped at
7.40am, the exact .minute the
comedian’s son Dean phoned news
of his father’s death to landlord
Peter Alderson.

Then the landlord noticed that
the bar’s lager pump, from which
Dukes often pulled his own pint,
warworking by itself. -

Dukes, 51,”in the tradition of
show business, refused toabandon
his theatrical career after havin
heart attacks. The last one cause:
him to be transferred to the spirit
world while he was on stage at a
Jersey nightclubon June 6.

The landlord said at the Hermit,
Higham, near Barnsley, S Yorks:

“All thii makes me wonder
whether Ronnie is still with us. |
feel his spirit’s here. It’s the kind
of joke thal would have Ronnie
laughin,

Nocomparlson needed
MATTHEW MANNING_could
not have been pleased with the
headline used in “Cambridge
Evenlmlq News” describing his cur-
rent role as a spiritual healer. It
reads, *“ ‘Uri Geller’ of Cambs in
new healing role.” Newspapers do
not describe Uri as “the Matthew
Manning ofNew York.”

As Matthew has said many
times, he got fed up with what he
found was the repeated demands
by scientists for him to demons-
trate destructive and negative phe-
nomena. Wisely, as | advised him
many Years ago, he decided to
channel his powers into healing.
Proved. in Israel
I AM indebted to the Italian
psychic magazine “Gli Arcani” for
reporting how a conference with a
psychic theme was evidence of
"‘peaceful coexistence™ by the at-
tendance of Russian researchers in
* Israel’s capital, Tel Aviv.

he seminar’s topic was *“Para-

psychology, |tsprohlems possibli-
ties and. prospeets.” The-officiat
languages were Hebrew, Russian
and English.
" Dr Larissa Vilenskaya, who left
Russia last year to live in Israel,
spoke of constructive applications
of parapsychology, based on Rus-
sian research results during 15
yearslhal began in 1965.

Dr H. Berendt, founder and
*director,of the Israel Parapsycho-
logy Somety described psychome-
try experiments. There were two-
lectures on unorthodox medicine,
including treatment of leukemia
(blood cancer).

Alas, Barbara Ivanova, the
famed Soviet healer and re-
searcher, who was scheduled to
speak, was refused permission to
leave Russia.

philosophy of Spiritualism, (b) the
promotion and advancement of
spiritual healing, and (c) the re-
liefofpoverty.

Its present trustees arc David
Dutton (chairman), Sylvia Barba-
nell, M. H. Tester, Laurence Wil-
son, Gordon Adams (secretary)
and myself.

Another objective is to ensure
PN’sindependence and future. To
do so | arranged that when they
came under my control, the over-
whelming majority of shares in
Psychic Press Ltd, which pub-
lishes PN, were transferred to the
foundation. | have made similar
arrangements for “Two Worlds,”
our companion monthly magazine.

One of the foundation’s first
major achievements was to present
the celebrated medium Helen-
Hughes with a rent-free house
when she retired after many long
years of dedicated service. This
shedshared with her devoted hus-
and.

After her passing, Tom contin-
ued to live in the house, only a few
doors away from their daughter
Mary, where he lavished his skill
on the garden, a delight to all who
saw it.

When he was reunited with
Helen, the house was sold. The
amount realised was placed to the
foundation’scredit.

The next major achievement
was to buy Branden Lodge, a
former private hotel, so thai this
almost'custom built property
could be used for Spiritualisiri’s
firstand only old people’shome in
Weston-super-Mare, Avon.

Survey is colourful

STAFF and students at Leeds
University were asked what
colours they associated with
heaven, said the “Guardian” last
week. They thought of it as white,
blue, yellow, green, pastel shades,
pinkand red, all colours and none,
in that order.

Questions were put by Karen
Jayne Rowley, a snpent at the
Institute of Dialect and Folk Life
Studies- She is surveying modem
attitudes towards passing as part of
her BA honoursdegree.

Hell was most often thought of
in conjunction with red and black.

A minority regarded it as yel-
low, green, purple, orange arid
brown.

Of those questioned, over 80pc
claimed having areligion, but only
47ﬁc accepted heaven and 40pc

hell.

This was seen as a state where
life’s worst things were “supcr-
concentrated into one continual
happening.”

Another of those interviewed
thought of it as being “rowdy and
hot, wilh brawls and drunken-
ness.”” Others held the traditional
“fireand brimstone™ view.

Miss Rowley tried to find out
how many superstitious beliefs
about omens of passing had sur-
vived into the 1980s.

Among those offered were

Gateway
by Roger Whitby

ead’ son communicates via_his
modlumlistic mother. He describes
what he found after passing and life
in the Beyond. "For a moderate
price it offers what many larger and
more pretentious volumes “fall to
provide” = MiH. Mackintosh.

BYPOST£2.05/$6.15
PSYCHIC NEWS BOOKSHOP

The property was found after a
searchmade by Tester, a chartered
surveyor by profession. His choice
was confirmed by reiJresentatives
of the major Spiritualist organisa-
tions, who helped to finance the
purchase of Branden Lodge.

The house, which faces south, is
only a couple of minutes away
from the sea, faces a park and hasa
shopping parade nearby. The local
town council provides entertain-
ments for residents and visitors
throughout the year.

To administer Branden Lodge,
the Spiritualists’ Housing Associa-
tion was formed. This, like the
foundation, is a re ered charity.

To help the administration, the
foundation granted the association
a40-year rent-free lease.

I have listed two major achieve-
ments, but thereare several others
which do not come within that
category. There have been, for
example, advertisements in
national newspapers offering free
literature to explain what Spirit-
ualism and spiritual healing have
tooffer.

A current project is the republi-
cation, in one volume, of Sir Ar-
thur Conan Doyle’s two excellent
out of-print books on Spiritual-

"The New Revelation” and

sm,
“ The Vital Message.

The foundation’s charitable ob-
jective has been achieved in cases
where of course names cannot be
mentioned.

So now | invite you to replenish
the foundation’s' coffers. What |
am asking, something that | feel
sure almost every reader, could
afford, is to put a £1 note in an
envelopeandsend it tome.

Of course it will not be possible
to acknowledge the donors, who |
am sure would not even require it
to be done. Naturally I. willmake
no objection- if readers decide to *
send me far more than £1. Any-
way, it is now over to you to play
your part.

dealh watch beetles ticking, birds
?/lng into houses, dogs howling, a
Kk cat seen at nlgm a white cat
crossing one’s path and even dia-
mond shaped creases in folded
sheets.
Some of these views are enough
tomake anyone feel offcolour.

Make sure of
your weekly
copy of

Psychic News

by placing an order with
your newsagent

SLIM THE SPIRITUAL
WAY

No pHto, o diet, no exorcise. Personauy
recarded by Mr Arthur W Stor w paraps
chn\uq\slh&pnoﬂsl = mef lh

wel ffort. It works easnly
quickly and efficientlywithout the trauma
of strictdietary regimen. You just have to

QUIT SMOKING
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This pleasant mental exercise wil help
¥gqeup SoKng it e minymumat

ary  quickl, very
fectively. Th heve firsttimey ouns ena
1 g/ aving to oke shol
diminih By 50 o e centat \east and you
won' leven mISS it

HOWTO DEVELOP
AND IMPROVE YOUR
PSYCHIC POWERS

Aitor 30 years of research into tho inner
powers fat everyone possessee. wnhave
n w dl ered a_revolutionary Wi

eby everyone can GaN aCresLto (s
subconscruus mind, which will automat-
ically help their psychic faculties beyond
beliéf. You just have to listen to the tape
and seeyoursewdevelu 'rne apelsper-
sonally Tecorded by

- Eathoassette £350, postpa pald (UK only)

rom
15Godan086 Houso MadfamRoad
Walthamstow. Loridon, E74HN



PN Reporter

FIND out from tome of the
coatry's leading medium, what
make.”a good titling. That was
nr brief from PN's editor. The
reuiltr from this inquiry proved
fatrmMing.

“EXJoect nothing, but be
prepared for everything,” it the
sound guidance to titter» from
Ieading medium Robin Stevent.

"So man){1 sittings are spoiled or
wasted by the sitter's ignorance or
desperation,” Robin declared

Explaining that first-time sitters

JESSIE NASON She has given
over 28.000 spirit maaeagae

sometimes expect spirit_messages
to be given them like a TV script
or book manuscript, Robin told
me: “What they do not appreciate
|;lhat itijlist docs not happen like
that,

“A medium, has to work with
what information he or she is
given, and in whatever form it is
offered. Often this can be a series
ofseemingly disjointed images.

“Sometimes, ifthe medium tries
tomakea coherent theme from all
these images, somethin? is lost
from the message. It calls for the
medium tohave total confidence in
his messages, however irrational
andillogical they may seem. *

Vteuure of work on this busy
‘medium precludes him from giv-
ing private siltings. But were
Robin to have the time he would
prefer to be “very selective about
thosehewould undertake.

Hestressed the view of the pur-
ists that mediumship's function
liesessentially in proving Survival
Toomany inquirers today expecta

DAVID WALTON:
meditate beforehand.”

always

medium to be a counsellor, confi-
dant and, sometimes, nursemaid.

“It is not my job to give sitters
directions which they can freely
obtain from such places as the Citi-
zens Advice Bureau,” he said
pointedly.

For veteran medium Jessie Na-
son the first essential for a good
silting is “wavelength compatibil-
ity." This she described as “hav-
ingthe right state of mind, and this
is not because | want to read sit-
ters* minds.

“Over 70pc of a successful ses-
sion lies wnth the sitter. When
people contact me forasitting, and
| discover they have never sat be-
fore, | always suggest they go to a
publlc demonstration flrsl to un-
derstand what toexpect.”

Jessie calculated she has given
over 20,000 spirit messages since
she began her weekly mcetings'at
Dulwich, .SE London, some 18

years %
The igure can easily be trebled

Special inquiry proves fascinating
What makes a good sitting
and a good sitter

by adding the messages she lias
Cven in churches throughout the

K and in America, together with
countlessprivatesittings.

Despiteall this work Jessie finds
she has to explain the basics of
mediumship to many people.lt is
still a common misunderstanding
for people toseek asitting immedi-
atelyafter abereavement

“Aly father passed three weeks *

ago: can yon get him back for
me?" is just one example of re-
quests she gets daily at her SE
London home. “In these cases |
always say a firm No," declared
lhlssmlwancampalgner

“Youcan't tell the splrllpeopls
‘Come in number nine.’ Tha
not how it works. Mediums do
not, and cannot, call up the dead.
It |saboutt|me ‘this old myth was
exploded."

She related some experiences
with private seances and the need,
for mtampir, of encouraging shy
communicators, help to
overcome theirreticence.

"When this happens, my guides
step in and relay messages should
there be any difficulty in estab-
lishingadirect link.

No placebos offered

““People should realise there isas
much variance in the individuali-
ties in the next life as there exists
in this.

“Rarely have | had to turn sit-
ters away. But if.1 get nothing for
them I refuse to offer placebos and
platitudes. Even more rare arc the
times when | have been exhausted,
low on energy and thus creating a
personal stress barrier against
splrlt communication.

“Another important fact inquir-
ers should appreciate is that
mediums are like telephones, can
sometimes break down, and have
crossed wires like the faults in
mechanical communication.

“Also people must stop using
mediumship as a panacea for solv-
ing all life's problems. We learn
from our ups and downs. | am not
here to be used as a Judge or jury
on theactions ofothers.’

Voice is vital

"The Spiritualist of 1980,”
David Walton, has another ap-
proach to successful seances. I
always make a point of meditating
for at least an hour before each
sitter,” he said. “Normally 1 re-
ceive most of their messages dur-
ing that period.

“But If my sitter just sits there
and grunts, then I have to work so
much harder. Few people realise
that the sound of their voice is
essential in helping the spirit
people to get through the
mediumship of a human instru-

ment.

"1 always explain that whatever
reason prompted them to come to
me | want diem to put it out of
their minds. Then | get them to
relax, after which it all starts to
pourout.”

Trustisneeded

David added that be has now
relinquished private sittings in the
UK because he feels “an immense

need to reach the unreached.”.

These are people in-Third World

countries who have never seen a 1

medium demonstrate.

Another medium who shares
some of David's views is Andreas
Vasiliou. He tries to discipline
himselfto a brief meditation prior
toeach %

“1 dlsllke eing fed by sitters,
he said, ““because the most impor-
tant part is the trust that should
existbetweenus.”

Andreas suggested that exper-
ienced sitters could help mediums

+ by declaring beforehand that they
have had Survival evidence and
what they really seek is spirit coun-
selling.

“Every silting is unique,” was
the comment of medium Carmen
Rogers. | managed to catch her
between seances at her new Hert-
fordshire Psychic Study Centre.

Carmen is one of a number of
younger mediums who have cho-
sen fo open psychic centres to
teach psychic and spiritual de-
velopmentand holistic health tech-

"Tier interpretation of a good sit-

ting takesa different line. Carmen
has discovered that few of her sit-
ters seem solely concerned with
Survival evidence.

“Naturally they welcome it,”
she told me. “But their real reason
is for counselling and spirit
guidance.

“When this comes, | frequently
find that their loved ones and
helpers are so concerned to get a
menage of warmth and support to
them that this theme can be re-
peated several times.”

Carmen dislikes being “fed” in-
formation by her sitters. She finds

this devalues part of the link she
has with spirit communicators.

“Long explanations inhibit me.
Of course | welcome rapport with
my sitters, but all | require from
them isa simple Yes or No to the
messages."

Agreeing that some sitters fre-
quently underrate the value ol
spirit guidance, Reg Wilson ofthe
College of Psychic Studies gave
one secret of a successful sitting.
This is being prepared to receive
rather than “grab™ at messages
given through mediums.

"We frequently have phone calls
from people who have not had sit-
tings,” he said. “We try to get
them to relax and not allow them-
selves to become preoccupied by
their problems.

“It is a fact that almost inva-
riably, if they follow this advice,
their problem will surface dunng
thesitting. The difference between
people’s outlook when they first
arrive and when they leave is a
heanemng process to observe.

They always seem to leave here
happier_because lheY have found
what it is they were looking for. |

ROBIN STEVENS: When
much is expected.

CARMEN ROGERS "Inquirers
want counselling and spirit
guidance.”

doubt that there has been one com-
phlm in 500 sittings.

“We try to ensure that each sit-
ter secs a copy of Paul Beard's
booklet, ‘Hints on consulting a
sensitive.” This is an excellent ini-
tiation for newssitters.”

Balancing the views of the
veterans, | also sought comments
from some up and coming
mediums. The first was Barbara
Evans, of Gants Hill, Essex, who
relinquished her office work last

ear to follow in the full lime
ootsleps of professional mediums.

“Clear your mind and please
don’t feed me,” arc the succinct
words Barbara offers her inquir-
ers. Shetold me that an increasing
number of her sittersarc reluctant
ones, husbands pressed into inves-
tlgatmg by their wives.

‘They ‘may be sceptical when
they arrive, and frequentlr are,"
she said. “But they certainly Ieave
with something to think over."

"Many of my sitters arc very
nervous,” Wanstead, E London,
medium Gillian Jackson told me.
“They sit'there fidgeting or their
fear shows in belligerence, a kind
of ‘Let's sec just how clever you
are’ typeofattitude.

Sheis ‘transmitter’

“| offer them a cup of tea or
coffee and make them relax. The
exceptions are natural sensitives.
With them the flow of messages is
excellent. It seems as if there is a
kind ofnatural empathy.”

Ilford, Essex, medium Doris
Richards gave me an unexpected
surprise. She makes a special point
ofgiving telephone sittings as well

ersonal links, and explains to
callers her role is that of a
tranomffer

"l just 1ransm|t exaclly what
comes through she "aid.
Doris, who 'is clalraudlcnl and
clalrvoyanl stressed how impor-
tant she felt was the interpretation
ofspiritmessages.

“I try never to place any in-
terpretation on what | am getting.
Once | do this then 1 feel there isa
danger that the information might
be innocently misunderstood.

"I tell peoplealways to have pen
and paper at hand and to make
sure.they'write down whatever |
give them. Then they can make
their own interpretation.”

Doris’ “phonevoyancc” often
amazes her callers, describing in
detail the layout of their homes.
This shesaid comes from her spirit
helpers — and proceeded to give
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me an unexpected,
example of her work.

| was amazed to have the fur-
nishings of my small fiat accurately
described, even to the little alvs-

impromptu

sum plant which | patiently grew,.,
from seed and then' transferred to”

my garden.

As | am convinced of Survival |
was less surprised to be linked
with many loved ones who have
forged the path ahead of me into
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the next world, yet it was areunion
Ialwayswelcome.

But how could this woman,
whom I have never met, know that

only two days previously | found
myself wondering if my sugar in-
take was too indulgent and the
ossible effects on my physical
ealth?

“A doctor helps me from the
spirit world," she explained, and
then allayed my unspoken fears

+with a single sentence. ""He says to

}Jell you 1hal you have not got dia-
etes.

le 1 welcome that unex
pected message, | know it is my
responsibility to ensure that my
slightly _padded physlcal form
couldweD dowitha«wMdH

God will getyou,
mayor warned after
rededicating church

THE Mayor of Worthing, Sussex,
CUr Sam Cambridge, last week
laughed off warnings of “retribu-
tion™ after be had rededicated the
town's Grafton Road Spiritualist

Church.

The building's foundation stone
was originally laid by the then
mayor in 1925. ClIr Cambridge
was invited to perform the rededi-
cation after the church had
installed a new ceiling, central
heating and complete redecora-
tion. ~ af

Before the service, the mayor
received a letter from local resident
John Harding saying he was plac-
ing himself in a position of “utter
condemnation.”

He wrote, “I would advise you
thata number of Christians in this
town have taken a very strong
prayer stand against this dedica-

He warned that God could act
against the mayor in this life and

the hereafter.

"The object of this letter,is to
pur the fear of God into you, to
make you think very seriously of
the consequences of your -at-
tending this dedication.

Later Harding told the
"Worthing Gazette" that recently
Christians in New York prayed
about a Spiritualist church there,
and shurtly after it burneddown.

He said he believed seriously
that because the mayor had at-
tended the dedication, something
horrible would happen.

Nevertheless Mayor Cambridge
was not alarmed. "1 am not wor-
ried," he told the local paper.

I Wenl to this dedication with

an
“I feel sorry that Mr Harding is

ERIC GOSWELL: "There
nothing in our .

arouse antagonism."”

one." >

Mayor Cambridge was not dis-
turbed. “Nothingterrlble has hap-
pened to meyet, aid.

Church presu:ient Erlc Goswell
told PN that when he originally
extended the invitation, neither he
nor the mayor thought that “a so-
called Christian" would take such
exception.

“I'could have understood it way
‘back in 1925," he said. "That was
when anylhmg opposed to Ortho-
doxF\{ was frowned upon. But not
in this day and age.

“There was nothing in our ser-
vice to arouse antagonism. | even
asked for the clairvoyance to be
omitted on that occasion as | was
not sure of the mayor's religious
persuasionand dld not wish unwit-
tingly to offend.”

oswell is answering Harding in
the local paper, and looked for-
ward to another full to over-
flowing church.

Pilot scheme
is success

AN elated Gordon Higginson told
PN on Monday of his plans to hold
intensive get-to-know-Spiritualism
courses throughout Britain.

A pilot scheme, held at
Blackpool SNU Church, Lancs,
last week, was attended by 100.
students. Public meetings at-
tracted capacity crowds. For one,
more people were turned away
than could be squeezed into the
church.

The students were given com-
prehensive instruction on all- as-
pects of Spiritualism and
mediumship. At one point, seven
circleswere held simultaneously.

Obviously, the high spot came
when a physncal seance was orga-
nised and, igginson's
medlumshlp studentswereableto
view ectoplasm.

So successful was the scheme
that next year Gordon hopes to
hold similar events throughout the
country for those who cannot-at-
;[Eend the Arthur Findlay College,

SSeX.

A weekend of
CLAIRVOYANCE
with
Mrs ADA MELHUISH,
SNU

& JOHN F. STARKEY

on September 18,19,20
at Beach House
Hotel
Llandudno, N Wales
For details: 7a Newton Rd.
Great Barr, Birmingham
021-3583363/021-358 1409
PLEASEBOOK EARLY

Town Hall. Maidenhead. Berks
FRIDAY. AUGUST 14

D/monitratton by
GORDON HIGGINSON
&CORALPOLGE

I aid ol research. motor neurone
disease. Tickets £:

Tel Maidenhead 24495 & 33429
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Survival ‘attacks very
roots of science’

SINCE 1972 Gilbert Bonner has obtained over 10,000 paranormal
recordings using the electronic voice phenomenon (EVP) technique. Many of
these voices, he has testified, include “‘amaging evidence from people who
identify themselves as those we know to have passedon.”

In hislast PN article (April 11) Bonner told how, using the EVP, another
researcher had contacted murder victims and obtainedfour convictions by the

evidencegiven-to the police.
Now read his latestviews.

—by——---------- |
Gilbert Bonner

THE general attitude of science
towards tne supernormal is that
.unless itcan be understood in nor-
mal physical terms it docs not ex-

ist,

The paranormal docs not fit into
the framework of Newtonian phy-
sics. The ity of Survival is
totally rej ecled inthe chemical and
electrical (mechanistic) view of
brain function, the basis of
materialism.

To admit the possibility of Sur-
vwal would therefore attack the

roots of scientific h?/pothesis‘

piritualists may believe when
they read that a scientist accepts
the benefits of spiritual healing, or
investigates metal-bending, "this
indicates he similarly accepts the
garanormal and its implications,
ut thisisnotso.

Many psychologists admit that
spiritual or mental healing often
works where other methods fail,
but they usually i |merprel resulllng
benefit” as due to “suggestion
rather Ihan anylhlng transmitted
by theheal

In metal bendlng they look for

find room for the paranormal.
Here the world is seen as a con-
struct of our own. sensations and
perceptions.

Physicists have shown how we
influence the physical system. The
object isaffected by the observer.

Mind could be basic to matter.
Thus, parapsychology could un-
derlie physics in the hierarchy of
science.

The new physics, unlike the old,
rejects mechanistic and materialis-
tic concepts and introduces
consciousness into its study of the
physical system. That is” why |
have often suggested that evidence
which points to Survival comes
withinscience’s framework.

If we study the out-of-body ex-

eriences of many people “who
ave been revived from clinical

death, we are forced to conclude
this demonstrates a temporary
mind brain separation. Further
tests in ““remote viewing” further
confirmthisbelief. '

My research into the EVP over
the past ten years has also pro-
duced evidence that completely
shatters our picture of reality as
conceived in the old physics, but it
makes sense in terms of the new
physics.

Over the years | have sought to

Some of the electrical recording equipment Gilbert Bonner uses

in hisEVP research.

a normal answer to psychokinesis
(obf"ecm supernormal movement),
in this case on molccularstructure.

One noted American reincarna-
tion researcher admitted to me he
had no interest in Survival, a view
1 found hard to relate to his own
mvesugatlons

Only in the new physics can we

You ar« invited to
enrol M a Ob
sarver ofthe Haal-
ing Minute every
evening at 10pm.
There are no fees.
Write for your
Evening Tryst en-
rolment card and
brochure to the
Heeling Minute
Secretary, The
Senctuery Bur-
s Lee, Shore,
Suiitord: Surrey.
enclosing a largo

st
addi ressec!:énve-
lope.

LONDON SPIRITUAL
MISSION

13 Pembridge Place, W2

ALBERT BEST
SPECIAL DEMONSTRATION
OF CLAIRVOYANCE
Friday, July 10,7.30
Admission at door 65p

in aid of Church Repairs
Fund

use scientific methods to demons-
trate to scientists the EVP's real-

ity.

Unfortunately the voices that
answer back, and sometimes claim
to be those ofthe “dead,” are not
the sort of evidence science seeks.
Even so, by the back door, | have
madesome progress.

In 1975 Dr Ralph Determeyer
made experimental microphone
recordings in the sound-proof stu-
dios of Westdeutscher Rundfunk
Munster. He found later that
played at different speeds, the
tapes revealed additional voices -
about 4,500 in a 15 minute
recording.
th'l have ince been able to confirm

Many voices manifest at various
frequencies.

Another technique demons-
trates how some voices blend
sounds to produce speech.

| was able to demonstrate this’
fact. By playing together two
foreign languages replies came in
perfectgrammarand in English.

It seems to me that the EVPand
out-of-body experience evidence
must alter the views of any
thinkingperson.

Though it might be argued that
the EVP does not prove Survival,
it certainly does provide some of
the best scientific evidence.

I believe this can be very impor-
tant. Upon such research the
future of Spiritualism may de-
pend. 7
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Should principal changés be

made in Seven Principles?

by tlie editor

THE question of whether Spirit-'
ualism's famous Seven Principles
should be revised was once again
broached by Paul Beard, College
of Psychic “Studies-| presldent in
PN last week.

We have three folders full of PN
cuttings dealing with these Seven
Principles. They include state-
ments that not only do they need
revision, but in one case that they
should be scrapped!

Even Paul Beard entered this
controversy in 1977, when he
pleaded that time must be taken to
revise the Seven Principles and an
ethical code included.

There is some doubt about their
origin. It is stated, for example,
that when Splmuallsts felt the
need to propound a minimum
number—of principles on which
there could be aé;reemem, the
problem was solved by that won-
derful pioneer and trance medium
Emma Hardinge Britten.

In 1887 she was entranced and a
number of principles outlining
what Spiritualists could accept was
transmitted through her. Some ac-
counts say the spirit speaker res-
ponsible “was none other than
Robert Owen, a Spiritualist when
on earth and founder of the Co-
operative Movement.

Language is problem

The Seven Principles are util-
ised by the Spiritualists’ National'
Union'as the teachings that should
be accepted before people can be-
come members of affiliated
churches. An important proviso is
that full liberty of interpretation is
recognised.

It should be remembered that
the principles were received dur-
ing the Victorian era, and someare
flavoured by its language.

For example, the first refers to
God’s fatherhood, a statement
which today's Women's Libbers
would rightly oppose.

Nearly a Century ago, however,
male superiority, whether applled
to humans or even the Deity, ap-
peared to be accepted by the
majority.

Whatare angels?

.There could be similar objec-
tions to the second principle be-
cause it refers only to man’s
brotherhood, whereas it is in-
tended to include the whole
human family.

As for number 3, frankly I don’t
knowwhatlsmeantby “the minis-
try ofangels.” It seems to suggest
winged beings who never had
human form.

Though others may do so, | see
noreal objection to the wording of
numbers 4 to 7, though | wish
animal survival was included.

Anyway, it will be interesting to
see what you think. | invite readers
to compile a minimum number of
principles’ which they consider
would be acceptable to the
majority ofSpiritualists.

Todefine Spiritualism

At the same time, as semantics
will be involved, | welcome your
definitions of a Spiritualist “and
Spiritualism.

The latest date for receivin
yourentries is July 27.1 will awar
ag>5 prize to the reader who in my
view offers the best replies.

There are other points
mentioned in Paul Beard's article
last week on which I would like to
comment.

He began by quoting a spirit
communication from Harold Vi-
gurs, a past SNU president and
leading Spiritualist. He was asso-
ciated for many years with Croy-
don SNU Church, Surrey.

Harold stated, through what
Paul described as a trance medium
of the highest calibre, one of his
regrets when he reviewed his earth

life.
“I would not have tied myself.

EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN:
Her superb trance mediumship
was responsible.

nor restricted my spiritual growth,
in identifying so closely with the
Spiritualist movement.”

He added, ““I look backand find
it was a restrictive and somewhat
limited way of dealing with a uni-
versal truth.”

Itis difficult for me to follow his
reasoning. | do not see how his
dose identification with the orga-
nised Spiritualist movement
should have restricted his spiritual

rowt
For example, | do not consider
that by editing a Spiritualist
newspaper | am in any way
limiting my spiritual growth or
lacking an expansion of my
consciousness.

I'would even go so far as to say
that 1do not believe that my friend
Paul Beard, because he is presi-

dent of the College of Psychic
Studies, is in any way inhibiting
his spiritual development. He
could evenbeincreasing it.

Paul, who has been a close
friend and colleague for many
years, has one of the finest charac-
ters of people | know*.

f course wc could all be
spiritually better because, as the
Seventh Principle states, progress
is eternal. "There can be no period
put tosplmual rowth.

What fallto understand is why
heing associated with Spiritualism
in whatever sphere should prevent
individuals from developing their
spiritual nature. To me this is a
nonsequitur.

| have frequently quoted Emma
Hardinge Britten, who epitomised
a_great truth when she said,

“Spiritualism |s divine. Splrnual—
istsare human.”

I do not see anything wrong
with Spiritualism. | do constantly
have evidence of behaviour by
Spiritualists that is not consistent
with their Survival evidence and
itsprofound implications.

It has been obvious to me for
many years, as it has been to
others,” that Spiritualists do not
possess a monopoly ofspirit power
or_divine inspiration. Tl
will express itself wherever it finds
theappropriate means to do so.

Paul quotes Vigurs as referring
to the limitations of Spiritualism. 1
disagree. Limitations are in Spirit-
ualists. But as 1 have already said,
thisisaquestion of semantics, and
how you define Spiritualism.

Paul says, "To understand new
truth, the only way is to change
ourselves.” | ‘question_the state-
ment because | wonder if there can
be any new spiritual truth. Ifthere
is, 1 would like to learn about it. It

AUDIO-VISUAL LECTURE AND DEMONSTRATION
ALL DAY WORKSHOPS — £15.00 (inc. VAT) — Warn to 5pm
LECTURES — Admittance £3.50, £2.30 (inc. VAT)

START.- 7.30pm

ENTRANCE AT THE DOOR OR ADVANCE BOOKINGS

159 George St., London W1H 5LB. Tel. 01-723 7256
3The Grange, Woodhouse Eaves, Loughborough, LEW 8ST.

Tel. (0509) 890782

THESEVEN PRINCIPLES
1 The fatherhood ofGod.
2 The brotherhood ofman.

3 The communion of spirits
and the ministry ofangels.

4 The continuous existence
ofthe humansoul.

5 Personal responsibility.

6 Compensation and retribu-
tion hereafter for all good
and evil deeds done on
earth.

7 Eternal progress open to
every humansoul.

seems to me that there arc no new
truths, but only fresh methods of
presenting them.
Anyway, | am grateful to Paul
S ventilating this question. It al-
ys does good, when we are chal-
lenged, to consider our convictions
to see whether they' require
modification. Spiritualists, of all
people, should have nothing to
fear from honest controversy.

Please cut it out

WHEN you seeanythln%f)rlmed
of psychic interest, it will help if
you cut it out. mark it with'the
name and date of the publica-
tion.and senditto us.
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Venues

LECTURES

9JULY- *
LIVERPOOL
St. Georges Hall.
Ume Street

10JULY —
MANCHESTER
Belle Vue. Hyde Rd

15JULY —
NOTTINGHAM
Victoria Leisure
Centre, Victoria
Baths

16 JULY —
LEICESTER
Grand Hotel.
Granby Street

17JULY~
BIRMINGHAM
Digboth Civic Hall

21JULY —
BRISTOL
Colston Hal!

23JULY -
OXFORD
Town Hall

30JULY - HOVE
Town Hall

31JULY —
SOUTHAMPTON
Guild Hall

WORKSHOPS

11 JULY —
MANCHESTER
Grand Hotel
Aytoun Street
18 JULY
BIRMINGHAM
Albany Hotel.
Queentway

1 AUGUST —
SOUTHAMPTON
Posthouse Hotel.
Herbert Walker Ave
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REVELATIONS ABOUT HOUDINI’'S RETURN

From page 1

suggest that "during their innmair
my italics) talks,” Ford persuaded

rs Houdini **to confide much
more than the French phrase and
the inscription on the inside of her
wedding ring,” which both fea-
tured in the magician's afterlife
evidence.

Yet again, where is the author's
evidence that Ford extracted de-
tails from Mrs Houdini?

Then he claims that Bess "repu-
diated Ford’s messages as she had
repudiated all previous ones.” No
further details arc given. This is
hardly a "full account." Where
and when did she pronounce these
disclaimers? )

But FitzSimons makes a vital
omission in nmgiving the back-
ground to the “Graphic's” expo-
sure, which resulted from a jour-
nalist's blackmailand malice.

story occurs in a
pamphlet, “The” Houdini mes-
sages,” by businessman Francis
Fast.

From the moment Bess des-
cribed Ford's messages as genuine,
“there began a flood of attack-
ranging from the ludicrous to the

us,”” hewrites.

Any and all weapons from
bribers- to blackmail have been
thouﬁh_t legislate and been
brought intouse. .

"It was hardly conceivable,
however, that an incident having
no remote connection with the
message, the medium, or Spirit-
ualism would be employed as the
tool for the first and so far most
vicious ofthese attacks, emanating
fromacertaintabloid newsp?Per,*

Houdini and Bess had be-
friended an elderly man. a former
city editor ofa New York
newspaper, says Fast. Mrs Houdi-
ni'é “kindly ‘attentions” contin-

ued.

Seeing the prospect “of a scries
of sensational stories, a woman re-
presentative of the paper was as-
signed tocall on Mrs Houdini.

"The woman pressed her for
cupMs of. letters from, the man
which the reporter~beiicved to be
ofaromantic nature."

The journalist "repeated her
visitsand pleadings.” A day before
the Ford sitting “she begged for
the letters which she said"she had
been instructed to get at all costs.
Shewasagainputoff.”

The matter uppermost in Bess'
mind wasa letter she received con-
taining ten words of the yet undc-
codcd message. The journalist
asked to be present at the vital
Ford seance.

“Her request wasgranted," says
Fast. “She wrote a Tull and accu-
rate account ofit for her paper that
evening, making no mention ofthe
fact subsequently claimed that she
had themessage complete 24 hours
earlier. .

"Instead, and in the presence of
all the other sitters, she asked the
only other press representative
epresent to hold back_his account

or an hour, explaining that she
had not vet been able to write her

day the journalist again
“teased" Bess for the letters, “and
endeavoured also to get her to sign
ov?lr the rights to her life story as
well.

“Becoming angry, Mrs Houdini
ordered the worhan from the

ome.”

The journalist threatened to
"g?]el even" by writing that the
whole message was a "hoax.”

"Frustrated thus far,” says
Fast, “she conceived the idea of
‘the possibility of using Ford by a
+process ofintimidation.”

The reporter -phoned Ford on
the pretext of having some “im-
portant news” for him. -Arthur had
a lecture engagement that night
and declined tosee her.

Bess, she explained, had
ordered her from her house. The
reporter had promised her chiefto
extract the much-wanted letters
that night.

Unless Ford exerted pressure on
Bess to release the letters, the
woman would expose the messages
asafraud.

“Unwilling to be imimidalted or
to become a party to a_plan to
b?_ac i MrspHogdllni,Fgr ter-

minated the conversation with

Test seance convinced
magician’s press agent

claims Bess Houdini repudiated
her affidavit. PN cuttings show
that in 1937. eight years after the
seance, she stood by her testi-
mony to Arthur Ford.

Mrs Houdini was interviewed
by Ralph G. Pressing, editorofan
American Spiritualist journal. She
again confirmed her acceptance of
the message. .

Her only complaint then whs
that she could not get into direct
communication with her husband
without the use ofamedium.

This was not the first time Mrs
Houdini reaffirmed her acceptance
of Ford’s message.

A ){earaﬁer the sitting there was
circulated in America a statement
that Mrs Houdini had renounced
all beliefin the possibility of com-
gwuralcanng with her "dead" hus-

and.

But Mrs Houdini made it clear
in an_interview with the ““Brook-
land Daily Eagle™ that “the secret
message wc had %greed upon was
fmaIIE transmitted’ to me by Ar-
thur Ford.”

. Sceptics should also note that
Cal Harris, the magician's press
agent, gave his testimony.

_He attended a Frank Decker
direct-voice” seance. As one_0
America’s most noted physical
mediums, he agreed to tests for
this*seance.

Harris sat behind him and held
both his hands. This Harris did

S

SAlI RAM

FRANK DECKER: Houdini re-
turned through his
mediumship to his former
press agent.

with one of his hands. X

“I heard a voice | recognised
as Houdini,” he said. “I am satis-
fied the medium was not
speaking, because I had one hand
over hismouth.”

The messages Harris received
were personal. After obtaining ir-
refutable evidence he signed a do-
cument to put this facton record.

CENTRE

V/bliutr, the sacred ash materialised by Sai Baba, is available FREE.

Alsoavailable: FREE film shows daily from 12 noon to 6 pm. Large
bookstall, photographs and bhajan tapesforsale.

Pay us a visit. Sai Ram Contra, 1 Harbon Parade, Finchley Road,

London, NW3. Tel: 01-5807117.

This is a

sychic photograph which Houdini, seated in front,

never trietho explain away. The picture was taken by his friend
Alex Martin, a psychic photographer, of Denver, US. The extras
are clear. Houdini did not try to duplicate this kind of psychic
evidence. Nor did ho ever attempt to "expose" Martin.

three shortwords,” says Fast.

““In revenge, and true to
{)_rpmise, the tabloid printed a fic-
itiousand lurid talc next morniny
to the effect that Ford ha
‘confessed the message as fraudu-
lent before three of the paper’s

representatives the night before

“Bold as it was, the story fell
apart of its own weight and was
i’gnored b% the regutahle press of

lew York, who had treated the
news of the message with dignity
and fairness, refusing altogether
to print any of the offensive tab-
loid matter.”

Four days later the same re-
porter made a second blackmail
attempt, “this time ona member of
the Ford group.

“In other cases moneg was
offered for false testimony that the
code had been known by one per-
son or another and “is so di-
vulged.”

Fast says Mrs Houdini’'sattitude
was that “ofan honest sceptic who
had no alternative but toaccept the
message since it was the one agreed
upon.

"She has stoutly maintained in
the face of the cruellest opposi-
tion that no one but herself could
possibly have known the contents

Doubts are

of }he message sealed in her
vault."

ault.

Evenclose friends suggested she
should deny Ford's evidence as
correct because it would refute all
that her husband stood for.

“It was what he wanted me to
do and 1 am doing it,”” she told
them. “Nothing will change my
belief until it"is proved some |
otherway." .

) oudini affirmed coociu-
lively that no one but she and her |
husband could have known the
cipher's arrangememofwcrdinfj, i
that neither “overtly nor covertly
could it have beengleaned."

Ford, says Fast, reaped no
financial gain, even though “con-
siderable 'sums" were offered by
magazinesand others.

In his first public address after
the meuagc was received. Ford

stated:

"Ifasked to say on oath whether
| know beyond ‘the shadow of a
doubt that 1 actually got the Hou-
dini message, 1 could not do so
except on the basis of Mrs Houdi-
ni's statement.”

Later he wrote: “Frankly, | do
not know whether | got the Hou-
dini code message or_ not. Mrs
Houdini says | did. The matter
reststhere.

ended

on Doughty Street

THE future of 51 Doughty Street,
the SNU's prime location London
headquarters, which for years has
caused rows within the union, has
been settled. Last week PN re-
ceived a copy of a scheme
approved by the Charity Commis-

A charily, the London Head-
quarters Fund, has. been estab-
lished in connection with the

SNU. =~ -
Its object is to promote Spirit-

ualism in the London area and

“generally” advance it as a reli-

ion.
g ‘ITie SNU is the custodian trus-
tee. Managing trustees arc three
representatives from the union’s
two London district councils.
These “six competent persons”
must hold "at least two ordinary

meetings in each year.”

Each trustee has been appointed
for four years. At meetings three
will formaquorum.

Subject to any orders made by
the Charity Commission, the trus-
tees arc empowered- to sell the
premises. Unless directed
otherwise, the proceeds would be
vested in the charity.

t wts in 1974 that the dramatic
decision, since overturned, was
made tosell Doughty Street's free-
hold premises. .

This scheme could have realised
about £240,000. Partof thiswould
have been transierred to the union
at national level to bolster funds.

Another idea was to lease the
premises. Using 1974 figures, a99-
year lease could have raised over
£3 million.

Arthur Findlay’s famous book
ON THE EDGE OF THE ETHERIC

Survival after death

215 pages Limpback

“The evidence Is copious and interest_inq."
with the lucidi

presented their case

ol " )
by post£3.00.59.00

- Truth. "Few books have
of this one.” - Evenin

Standard. “One of the most remarkable books written on the subjec?
of psychic phenomena.”+- Leicester Mercury.
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| GUTTED CHURCH GETS

FURTHER DONATIONS

A FURTHER £255 has been
donated to the committee of the
fire-gutted Barrow-in-Furness
SNU Church, Cumbria,

PN reported (May 9) how a 12-
car-old boy was committed_ to
local authority care after breaking
into the church and setting fire to
curtains.

The church had met at the
stone-built, slate roof Harley
Street property for over 50 years.
After the fire only the rosfrum's
outlineandasink wereleft.

Services and healing are taking
pbee in temporary accommoda-
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lion while the church, which was
insured, isbeing rebuilt.

Church secretary Kathleen
Leech told PN last week that in
addition to donations ofs over
£1,000 already received further
contributionsof£230 have arrived,
Ihanks to the appeal organised on
their behalf by Joyce Steedman of
Coventry. Another local church
added a£25 cheque.

“I'd like to thank the many
people, near and far, for their rood
wishes and generosity,” said Kath-
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