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A LEGTURE. BY HON. A. B. RIGHMOND, |

>| “Ah, well may regal orbs burn blue,

.| And satellites turn pale

1 At his ten million eubic miles of head,
'|"And ten billion leagues of tail.”

A GRAPHIG OUTLINE

Of Very Important Questions.
By a Master Mind.

——

. WHERE IS YOUR SPIRIT-WORLD?

A few weeks ago I met a reverend or-

“thodox friend on a railroad train. He

took a seat next to me, and after a few
moments looked at me with a mingled
expression of pity and a logical acumen
and said: *““They tell me thut you are a
Bpiritualist, Is that so?” replied
that I was, He paused a moment as if
eoncentrating his gigantic intellect to a
focus, thensald: ‘“Whoreis your Spirit-
world?”

“It is all around us.
yoursa?” I answered.

“Above and beyond the stars,” he re-
plied.

“And where is hell?” I asked some-
what abruptly.

“Below us,” he answered. ‘“The
Bible says that the Savior ascended into
heaven, and that Satan and his followers
were cast down into hell.”

« And to give emphasis to his oracular
statement he pointed up to the bell-rope
and down to the floor.

“But,” said I, ““if I had asked you
these questions twelve hours ago you
would have pointed In exactly opposite
directions, gor as the world has made
g half revolution in that time, you would
have then pointed in the direction of
heaven for hades, and towards hell for
heaven, I am »afraid, my Christian

riend,” I gently remarked, ‘‘that your
geography is as uncertain as your the-

And where is

ology."

) 'Ighis conversation suggested to me the

subject of my present lecture:

WHERE IS THE HEAVEN AND HELL OF
ORTHODOXY?

And where the Spirit-world of our
cherished faith? The heaven of or-
thodoxy is located beyond the stars!
so say all true believers. But where is
beyond the stars?

In the infancy of our race, long be-
fore the sciences of astronomy and
geology were born, the fundamental
theories of our present theology existed
in the minds of men. The world wasa
wide, extended plain; the sun was a
ereatlight created for its illumination
alone, while the moon and stars were
lesser lights—allmade on the fourth day
of creation, the ono to rule the day and
the other the night.

There was no other world than ours,
no other sun, no other stars than those
whose feeble rays were kindled for the
first time after the earth had brought
forth grass and herb-yielding seed, and
trees yielding fruit whose seed wasin
itself. This world with its immediate
surroundings was the extent of creation,
gnd man, the consummation of infinite
{ingenuity and wisdom, was the last act
of creative power. And notwithstandin
the mythical story states that ‘‘Go
saw everything that he had made, and,
behold, it was very good.” Yet if
orthodoxy is true, He was gricvously
mistaken, for man has constantly mu-
tinied against his Maker; rebelled
pgainst his government, oppressed, en-
slaved and murdered his fellow-man,
and by his general vicious and brutal
conduct has given rise to a cardinal
doctrine of the Christian faith, that of
total depravity, and that all mankind

rimarily deserve to be damned; that in
act, nine-tenths of them will be, and
that somewhere beyond the stdts there
is located a very large hell and a very
small heaven for the future punishment
and reward of mankind.

CEOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTRY.

Now, as_all of the countless millions
that have died in the eons past and all
that will be born and die in the cen-
turies to come must—i{ theology be
true—make their final home in one or
the other of these localities, are we not
all interested in learning something of
the geography of the country, or as
lawyers would say, of the locus in quo
where we will either suffer the torments
of everlasting fire, or the but little more
endurable eternity of playing on musical
instruments, singing songs around a
great white throne, and drinking milk
and honey within the glaring, ghtt,erinﬁ
walls of the New Jerusalem for ever an
ever. .

_“HEAVEN 1S BEYOND THE STARS.”

How often have we heard this asser-
tion from the lips of the Jearned ortho-
dox divines in the pulpit, and how often
is it repeated by the unthinking mem-
bers -of “their congregation. In the
igoorant’ past of long ago there was
. pothing in -thé knowledge -0f men to
:: contradict thisclerical dogma. The un-

" aided vision of mansaw nothing above us
but the crystalline spheres-of Ptolemy,
in which the -stars were set like jewels
in a diadem.  Beyond were the waters
tbat were above the firmament, which,
according to the Biblical narration, God
divided on the second day from- the
waters which were under the firmament.
¢“Beyond the stars” then meant beyond
the crystal spheres whose windows were
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opened at the time of the flood, and the
earth deluged with the waters that were
above them. MBefore astronomy had
mapped out the heavens and calculated
with mathematical precision the move-
ments of the celestial orrery. Before
geology had read the rocky pages of the
earth’s formations, there was nothing
inconsistent with the crude and ignorant
theories of the times in which they
originated. But—

“The day the star of reason arose in the

: sky

And science advanced with her conquer-
ing legions,

When_every respectable, time-honored

lie
Fled from her face to the mythical re-
gion.”

WHAT SCIENCE HAS DEMONSTRATED.

““The orthodox heaven is beyond the
stars,” say the religious creeds of to-
day. Now let us see what science has
demonstrated as to the vastness of
stellar space, and the inconceivable num-
ber of suns, worlds and systems that sur-
round us in the boundless fields of ether.
The figures of astronomical calculations
fail to convey to the average mind a just
conception of the size, movements and
distances of even the few constellations
that are immediate neighbors in the
geography of the heavens. We must
judge of them by comparison with well-

nown facts and distances, and even
then we are bewildered with velocities
s0 great and intervening space so vast,
that we pause in awe and with bated
breath at their contemplation. In vain
wo search for the boundaries of the
starry kingdom. In valin science secks
for the locality of the ‘“New Jerusalem”
or for the endeared hades of the Chris-
tian’s hope and faith. The locality of
the one has efciped thevision of the
keen-eyed telescope, while the flames
and sulpliurous fumes of the other have
eluded the observation of thoe unerring
spectroscope. But let us make a few
comparisons of familiar objects and dis-
tances. I invite my audience to go with
me on a voyage into stellar space. To-
gether let us visit in imaginatlon a few
of the heavenly constellations known to
scientific researcl, the size of whose
glunets and velocity in their orbits have

een culculated with unerring certainty
and exuctness. Perhaps in our wander-
ings we may accldentally find that un-
discovered country from whose bourne,

orthodox%‘ asserts, ‘‘no traveler re-
turns.” To start with, as an object of
comparison for size, distance and

veloceity in itsorbits, let us take our sun,
which in round numbers is one million,
two hundred and fifty thousand times
larger than our carth, and is distant
from us about 93,000,000 of miles. Now,
in the northern heavens, in the con-
stellation Herdsman or Bootes, thers is
a star named Arcturus; it was an object
of interest as long ago as when the book
of Job was written. My audience will
remember that after the celebrated
wager between the Lord and Satan as to
the integrity of poor old Job, as related
in the Bible, and after the Lord had
won the bet, he asked the much-abused
Rhilosopher, “Canst thou bring forth

fazzarath in his season? or canst thou
guide Arcturus with his sons?” At that
time Job failed to answer this conun-
drum, with othersthat were propounded
to him by the Lord, yot modern scicnce
has answered a number of them in a
very satisfactory manner. The wonder-
ful eye of the telescope has penetrated
the far-distant space and discovered.un-
counted millions of suns and worlds
where heretofore naught was seen but
tbe blended light -of an unknown ne-
bula:

“The flood which rolls its milky hue,
A river of light on the welkin blue.”

WHAT MODERN ASTRONOMY HAS AS:
CERTAINED.

Modern astronomy has ascertained the
fact that Arcturus is a sun, five hundred
and fifty thousand times larger than ours,
and eleven millionfive hundred thousand
times more distant, and yet it may be
one of the smallest in the constellations,
Now this splendid orb has been coming
towards us at the rate of three million
five hundred thousand miles a day dur-
ing all historic time, yet its distance is
80 immense that there has been no
observable difference in its position
among its sister suns. Let us imagine
that our mythical ancestors on the even-
ing after their creation were seated in
the beautiful garden under the fabled
tree that bore in its fruit the future weal
and woe of mankind, and while they
told the tale of their young love, as Eve
looked longingly at an apple on a branch
over her head, she saw Arc¢turis gleam-
ing in the heavens.above them. And
there it is now, i
place, although for the six “thousand
years of the Mosaic acéount it Basbesn
moving two thousand, four. hundred and

was before Eve’s trangression.

Now, fronl whence did this glorious| °.

orb commeéRce its apparently endless
journey? Sulely not from a region be-
yond the. stary for it is itself a star and
must have had\then, as now, uncounted
millions of
scoffs at the Xosaic chronology of the

parently in the same

Jaf-worlds . nd: _systems
thirty miles per minute irom:»where‘if‘Q;t oo Bnd suns and solar systems,

mpaniops. But scibnee
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Bible, and proves from the rocky pages
of the carth’s formations, written hy
God’s own hand, that our world has been
a globe teeming with life for millions of
years, and that primeval man has lived
thereon over a hundred thousand years,
and all this time he hgsseen Arcturus
occupying nearly the same place-in
the heavens that it does to-day.

THE IMMENSE STAR SIRIUS.

There is another star, Sirius, in the
constellation ‘‘Canis Major,” or ‘‘Great
Dog;” it is also & fixed star, the bright-
est in our firmument, and astronomers
estimate its distance from us to be a
bundred millions of millions of miles.
It is as large as six hundred thousand of
our suns, and is moving from us on its
awful pathwuy at the rate of one thou-
sand miles per minute; yet we pee it
now, as did the early astronomers,
‘Where is it going? Will it ever reach a
space in the firmament beyond the stars
wherein is located the heaven of ortho-
doxy? Now here are two stars, and
from the standpoint of our earth, ope is
coming from Illimitable space and the
other going towards it; and yet their
journeys commenced billions of years
ago, and will continue through all the
eons to come, before they reach the
boundaries of their orbits, or enter a
reglon beyond the stars—if such a place
exists. On and on they fly, through the
boundless depths of ether; on and on for
interminable ages, until time on this
little earth of ours shall be no longar;
and as they journey on they will onl
enter new ficlds of space, filled witK
otlier stars, that will rival them in
grandeur and velocity, until their des-
tiny snall boe fuliilled in the infinite plan
of the universe. We have selected
these two stars as illustrations, because
one is approaching our system and the
other going from us; one is coming
from ‘‘beyond the sturs,” and the gther
is going there. .

And do not forget that we have se-
lected two of the. nearest of the fixed
stars as examples, while there are un-
counted millions of others in space of
much greater magnitude and velocity of
movement, and whose orbits are in-
finitely more distant.

NOLIMIT TO STELLAR SPACE. |

Let us make one more illustration to
our purpose quite. Herschell says that
if a” person should start from the karth
and travel with the velooity of light,
two hundred thousand miles per saeond,
it ‘would require one thousand, ;nine
hundred years for him to reach ‘the
outer limit of the sturry universp al
ready discovered; but since the great
agtronomer made that -assertion;, im-
proved telescopes and photography haye
ﬁreatly extended the bounds of scientific

nowledge and have practically demon-
strated that there is no limit to stellar
space, and that there is no such place as
“beyond the stars,”

A JOURNEY INTO SPACE,

Now, let us suppose that there 1s a
railroad from our earth to the farthest
nebula discovered in our universe, and
that on that railroad is a light express
—not a lightoing, but a ligﬁt express;
that is, a train that runs with the velo¢-
ity of iight, or eight times round this

earth in onevsecond of time. We are

all of us seated in the cars, ticketed to-a |

world in the distant “‘nebula.” The bell
rings, the conductor shouts ‘‘gl]
aboard,” and away we go, at the rate of
two hundred thousand miles per second,
There would be no succession of day and
night during our journey, but oniy‘a
difference in degree of light as we
passed the countless millions of blazing.
suns, which are but stations located at
the comparatively short distances of a
million or -billion of miles from each’
other. As days, weeks and months pass
on, in our unceasing, tiveless journey,
we look back at our sun fast diminishi
into a star of first, second and third
magnitude, until finally, as centyries
pass on, its comparatively feeble rays:
are totally obljterated by the immense
distance our train has passed through
the boundless fields of stellar space.
And, right here, do not forget tha,
our sun is one million, two hundred and
fifty thousand times larger than our
earth, and yet, long before we have
reached the end of our journey, it is3d
insignificant in size, compared *with
kindred orbs, that it is lost in the ob-
scurity of immeasurable space. . -
Onward we pass, swifter than the
flash of the lightning’s wing. Céritury
after century passes, and we-iook dhead, |
towards our destination, yet- we hava
not- approached it sufficiently to malke)
any appreciable difference in :the ap-
pearance of the nebula, On and an,for!
centuries more, and it begins to agsume
form, Bnd we see & faint light ofits!
redt beacon, kindled by 'the crestor
iTlions of years ago. Inour journey we.
haye already passed countless thousands

révolving in harmony in their éndless:
cycles. , .

MEETING A COMET,

“As we look out of the window. of- onr
car we sudden]y see & flame of unusual
magnitude, and it seems to be approach-
ing us with fearful velocity. t.is

it? isasked by our terror-siricken pass

The whizzing planets shrink before
The gpecter of the. skies.

. At first our passengers feared a ool-

‘{lslon with this wandering vagrant of

the skies, but no! it crossed our traeck
wwent m{nutes behind us.,

in that twenty minutes we had trav-
eled two hundred and forty millions of
miles, and only felt a faint sensation of
wapmth from its fiory breath as it dashed
on its unknownivathway toward the
space beyond themtars, the future home
of the eleoty the favored few, to whom a
just God has decrsed an eternity in

eaven; a God, ‘“As holy Willie says in
his prayer:

““Wha, as it pleases best thysel,
Bends ane to heaven.and ten to hell,
A for thy glory,
And no for any gude or {ll
They've done afore thes!”

- And where did this ‘‘spectre of tho
gkies” pome from? and whither goeth it
in its gwfu] journey, that commenced

‘long ‘before time began on our earth,

and ,will continué until time on our
globe shall only be a record bf the past?

But our train moves on and on, past
the path of Arcturus ‘and the flaming
Sirius. . Past Polarie and.the Ursa Ma-
jor; past the millions of stars of the

ilky Way, until one million, nine hun-
dred years have elapsed, when qur en-
gineer whistles “Down brakes,” as we
euter the depot of our destination.

But we have not yet nreached the
limits of stellar space—the ‘‘beyond tho
stars” of the Chrlstian hope and faith,
for ns8 we stand on the platform of the
celestial station and look abroad into
the distance before us, we see other
stars, systems and nebula; as intermina:
ble a8 those we have passed in oural-
nigst endless journey. :And from where
wo “stand the [ mdat. powerful telescope
would fail to see the locality of the Now
Jerusalem, .or the. Hades, beloved by
tha saints as much as it is dreaded by
the sinners; for no modern orthodox
church member would be happy in
beaven unless he was certain there was
%hell for swany of his friends and neigh-

ors,

* HELL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

Now, while it is true that if the Celes-
tial City was in size proportionate to the
lmited number of the elect, it might be
60. small as to escape telescopic vision,

-lyet the hell of the Christian churches

would be so largeas to rival Polaris in
size, while its flame would dim the
brilltanoy of Siriusand should be visible
even to the unassisted eye.

You know that it is an axiom that
figures gannot lie, and that mathematics
1s" always a truthful witness. A corre-
spondent of the New York “Sun” has
published a calculation of the relative
size and population of the heaven and
hell of the orthodox creeds, which I
quote for the benetit of those of my
hearers who are not mathematicians but
believers.

THE POPULATION OF HELL.
“In round numbers, the earth has a

. poYulation of one billion three hundred
1mi

lions, of whom three hundred mill-
ions are: professional Christians, the
other one billion being Mohammedans,
Buddhists, Jews, pagans and heathens.
The whole race was condemned to
etornal punishment for the sin of Adam.
This .wag the fall of man, from which
there was and is no redemption save
through the death of Christ.

.“Bibllgal chronology givesthe earth
a.peripd.of about six thousand years.
From Adam’s time to Christ was abont
four, thousand years, during which
period no human souls were saved. The
] qulatian may then have averaged one
ﬁ?l ion, -Three generations, or three
billions, pass away in each century.
Forty centuries, therefore, consigned
one )}Jyundred and twenty billions of men
to eternal fire, and for all we know they
are there now. In the one thousand
nipe -hundred years that have elapsed
since the birth of Christ, fifty-seven
billions more of human beings have
lived and died. If all the Christians,
nomainal and real, who have ever lived
‘on the face of the earth have beensaved,
‘they. would not. number more than
eighteen thousand millions. Now, if we

{deduct this latter number from the

rand total of one hundred and seventy-

yeé' thousand millions, we find one
byndred and fifty-nine thousard million
souls who are suffering the torments of
hellfire, -as against ‘the eighteen thou-
sdd millions who have escaped. But
this is not the whole truth., Nobody
believes that more than ten per cent of
the . professed Christians. are saved.
Calvinlsts-themselves say that the elect
are few,- If this isa fact, heaven con-
‘tains but eighteen hundred . millions,
fgainst a8 population in hell of one hun-
dréd and seventy-five thousand mill-
fons.”-: © RS

“What a consoling view of the future
destiny of our race does this. truthful
‘caleulation present to the thinking mind.
But recollect that that problem is based
upon thé chronology of the Bible, ‘which
states that the world was created only
six thousand years ago. Now, science

{bas cleatly. demonstrated that man has
. {existed on'the earth''a period.of over
| one hundred thousand years, while the

plan..of atonement was only invented by
the divine mind less than two thousan

years ag0. During the long, Jong cen-
turies. before the tragedy of Calvary,
inpumerable ‘millions of mankind had

1‘(_ l
2 | sengers, ‘Tt is nothing but a comet, says | lived, and loved, and died; had battled
‘$ | the scientific gracle of our company,
@ | and he ropeats'a vérse of Oliver Wen-
% | dell Holmes’ celebrated poem:

t 21%The colniet, he is on his way,
1 And singing as he flies;

with contending forces for an existence;
had survived the cold of the gluoinl
period, built cities and erccted temples,
pyramids and. obelisks, now buried in
the sands of the desert: had worshiped
idols in their ignorance and the gods of
mythology in mistaken ideas of their re-
sponsibility to their creator; had fought
murdeirous battles for their faith and
religion, and in countless millions had
died unatoned, centuries’ before the
could have been redeemed by the cruci-
fixion of a savior, and tlerefore all this
countless host must have passed through
the burning gates of hades, there to
suffer the tortures of the damned for-
ever and ever. Now, is it not manifest
to all that the orthodox hell would have
to be as large as Aréturus, and then it
would be overcrowded, while a heaven
of the size of the swmallest moon of
Jupiter would be large enough to ac-
commodate all the saints that have been
elected since time began. '
And as Arcturus is
the naked eye, while the moons of Ju-
piter are within the range of telescopic
vision, would it not be proper for priests
and laymen to secure the services of
the Lick telescope to investigute stellar

|space on a vo%a.ge of discovery? As-

tronomers might overlook heaven from
its diminutive size, it is true, but hades
ought to loom up as large at least as the
flaming Sirius, or a star of the first
magnitude. .

What an infinite range for the human
mind do the vast fields of stellar space
afford, even with the limited knowledge
of the present day—and as that knowl-
edge advances, and more perfect instru-
ments of investigation are devised and
constructed, how wonder{ful will be the
discoveries of the future.

IMMENSITY OF THE UNIVERSE,

Starting from our little earth, as we
did in our imaginary journey by railway,
in whatever direction we go we find the
same illimitable space filled with suns
and systems, all moving in concert, and
with & harmony that could only come
from thoe government of one central

ower, controlled by one infinite mind.
oking from any point of elevation on
a oloud%ess night,and’in any direction, it
is the same. Ton thousand tiAes ten
thousand .shining orbs are around us,
whose size and distance defy our power
of  conception, except by comparison—
and oven then we fail to comprehend
them., Yonder on the verge of the
horizon is Uranus, the most distany of
all our primary plansts. It revolves
around our sun at a distance of nearly
three billions of miles.
ALPHA LYRA.

Yonder in another direction is Alpha
Lyra, whose distance from us is one mill-
ion three hundred and thirty-seven
thousand miles farther than our sun.

THE STARS POLARIS AND CAPELLA.

In the north is the star Polaris, three
million seventy-eight thousand times
further than our sun. In another direc-
tion Capella, four million four hundred
and eighty-four thousand times farther
than our sun, Now, If some oue in my

audience who is fond of mental arith-

metic will multiply these figures by
ninety-three millions, they will have the
distance to the planets I have enumer-
ated: yet the mind can form no concep-
tion of the vastness of the celestialorrery,
or the distance to that unknown region
which our orthodox brethren call beyond
the stars. And, oh! what a weary jour-
ney it must be for the spirits of those
who have passed away to reach their
heaven of eternal rest; and how painful
the thought that our loved ones are so
far away.
THINKING MIND LOST.

No wonder that the appreciative,
thinking mind is lost in awe and amaze-
ment when it attempts to grasp the great
whole in mental embrace, g]o wonder
that the psalmist, impressed. with the
grandour of the universe, the greatness
of Infinite power, and the littleness of
man, should have exclaimed:

“When I consider thy heaven, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and the
stars which thou hast ordained; what is
man, that thou art mindful of him? or
the son of man, that thou visitest him?*

No wonder that we shrink at our own
nothingness, and tremble at the awful

ower that surrounds us; and yet this
ittle atom, this inflnitesimal living an-
imalcule called man profanely babbles
about the “wrath of God,” a plan of sal-
vation formed by the Creator of this
wilderness of worlds; prates oracularly
of His loves, hates and wishes, and from
the pulpit proclaims God's endless ven-
geance against the creatures he has
made; and then to write a book and call
it the word of God—to state therein that
He overshadowed a Jewish maiden and
begot a son, and allowed that son to be
sacrificed to himself to appease his own
anger; to delegate to puny man the
power to absolve from sin his fellow-man,
and sell indulgence as a peddler hawks
his wares! Priest, dupe, contemptible
worm, look above; behold the magniti.
cence’ of the celestial universe! Then
look within—behold' thine own insignifi-
cance .and unworthiness, and bow your
head in shame at your presumption,-and
blush in guilty contrition that you hava
dared. t0 's0 libel the:Infinite God that
designed- - all things “and gdverns all
through the might of his immutable
laws. ' o

" WHERE IS THE SPIRIT-WORLD?

-But where- is the - Spirit-world of our
beautiful faith? asks an honest inquirer.
I answer that it is all around us, unseen
to human vision it is true, but. not more
so than is the world of terrestial life, in
the crystal waters of oceans, lakes, rivers
and rivulets, and even in the dew-dro
ol & summer morning; not more invisi-
ble than the winged life that abounds

in the alr we breathe, that-lives in the

. | there should be inter-communication.”
glainly visible to |
t

B against the virfuous David-for abducting

‘could be any killed or wounded; or would

food we eat, that pleams in the moon-
light and flashes its countless wings in
the sunbeam, Even prominent educated
orthodox divines and scholars acknowl-
edge this cardingl fact of our veligious
faith. The learned doctor of divinity,
A. B. Hyde, professor of Greek in the
University of Denver, late professor of
Biblical literature in Allegheny College,
in his “Story of Methodism,” page 41,
after he has described the spirit mun-
ifestations that attended John Wesley,
the founder of the Methodist chureh,
SAYS!

“Many then and since have tried to
explain them. It was thought to be a
spirit strayed beyond its homeand ¢lime,
as an Arabian locust has been found in
Hyde Park. Of those things this writer
has no theory. There are more things
in heaven and earth than his knowledye
or philosophy can compass. Only he is
sure that outside of this world lies a
spirit domain, and it is not strange that

Be charitable, then, ‘my Mcthodist
friend—if by accident there should hap-
})en to be any in my audience—for the
ounder of your church was not only a
believer in spirit manifestatious, but his
mother was a medium, in whose pres-
ence at Kpworth parsonage for a nuinber
of years t‘xere oceurred spirit manifesta-
tions more wonderful thun these that to-
day excite your ridicule, and that in your

ulpits invite denunciatory sarcasm
rom the reverend followers of that great
Spiritualist, John Wesley. Verily, verily
are you wiser, at least 1n your own con-
ceit, than was your father? 'Iiven the
great clerical "“Bombastes Furioso” of
Brooklyn, the refulgent and effervescing
Talmage, preaches Spiritualism from his
bankrupt Tabernacle one Sunday and
denounces it the next, and thus has been
able to perform the remarkable eques-
trian feat of riding two horses in oppo-
site directions in his theological arena of
sawdust and tanbark. :

TALMACGE’'S ROSEATE VIEWS.

He not only knows that there is a
Spirit-world as substantial as ours, but
he also knows what the saints are doing,
and how they will occupy their time
during the endless circles of eternity.

Listen to what he says in a r:cent sev-
mon in answer to the question **What
are our departed Christian friends doing
now?"

“I am,” says Talinage, ‘‘not going to
speculate in regard to the future world,
but by inevitable laws of inference and
deduction and common sense conclude
that in heaven we will be just as differ-
ent from each other as we ure now, and
hence, that there will be at least as
many ditfferent employments in the ce-
lestial world as there are here. ’

*In the first place. 1 remark that all
those of our departed Christian friends
who on earth found great joy in fine arts
arc now indulging in their taste in the
same direction. "Raphael could jmprove
his masterpicce. of Michacl the Arch-
angel, now that he has seen him.
Michael Angelo could better present the
Last Judgment after he has secn its tlash
and heard the battering-rams of its
thunders.

“*Again | remark that those of our de-
parted Christian friends who in this
world had very strong military spirit,
are now in armies celestial and out on
bloodless battle-fieids. There are hun-
dreds of people born soldiers. They
cannot help 1t. They belong to regi-
ments in time of peace. They cannot
hear drum or fife without trying to keep
step to the music. They are Chiristians,
and when they fight they fight on the
right side. Now, when those of our
Christian friends, who had natural and
powerful military spirit, enter heaven,
they enter the celestial army.

“I have not so much faith in the army
on the ground as I have in the army in
the air. O God, open our eyes that we
may sce them. The military spirits that
went up from earth to join the military
spirits before the -throne—Joshua and
Caleb, and Gideon and David, and Samp-
son, and the hundreds of Christian war-
riors who on earth fought with fleshy
arm, and now have gone up on high, are
now coming down the hille of lheaven
ready to fight among the invisibles.
Yonder they are—coming, coming. Did
you not hear them as they swept by.”

“Oh, Talmage! Talmage! None but
th{sclf can be thy parallel.” Thy pic-
bald theological cassock is becoming
frayed at the seams and out at the el-
bows. Its skirts are too long for some
of your enunciated views and too short
for others, while its sleeves are not as
ingeniously constructed as were those of
Ah Sin, and fail to conceal the hidden
cards as you play them to a credulous
world. Is it not time that it be con-
signed to the darkness, dust and moths
of the rag-bag of ohlivion?

What a consoling view of the future
does this elaborate picture of thine give
to us poor unfortunate lawyers., As a
%eneval thing the Christian churches

ave excommunicated us -from associa-
tion with the winged brotherhood of the
saints; but if the erratic preacher is
true in his prophetic visions,.-we will be
there with the murderous Joshua and
his- fighting "brotherhood, and neces-
sarily there must arise many legal con?
tingencies; numerous cases of- murder, or
at least assaults and batteries with intent
to kill,if the dead- carry with them all
the' propensities: and' capabilities they
had ‘on: earth:  I'wonder if-poor-Urish
could commence an action of ‘erim. con.

his “pet lamb,”.:Lonly wish good Brother
Talmage - had" told .us' something about
the system. of . courts, and whether the
trials ‘are by jury or in chancery, and
something about-the fees and pleadings,
and 'whether there are any courts of ap-
peal—and how.the many‘ancient war-
riors fought, and with -whom, on the
celestial battle-fields, and whether there

it be like the warfare of American po
iticians, ‘‘full of sound and fury Bigﬁ?’)‘!
ing nothing.” .
TALMAGE ON THE HEALING ART
Bu‘t of all these grave matters hé says’
nothing; yet he does speak of a subject -
of interest to our medfumistic healers,
and of which our law-makers ought to
take notice, for he continues: S
!“What are our departed Christian’/
friends who in this wongd had their joya’:!
in the healing art, doing now? Busy g
their old business. o sickness in :
heaven, but plenty of sickaess on earth
plenty of wounds in different parts
God’s dominion to be healed and to he'
medicated. You cannot understand why |
that patient got well after all the skillﬁﬁ :
doctors in New York und Brooklyn had’
said that he must die. Perhaps Aber- :
crombic toucled lim; Abercrombie,’
who, after many years of doctoring the-:
bodies and souls of people in Scotland;
went up to God in 1844.” }
Now, if that is true, as it donbtless }
8pirit healing is one of the reco nizqd
facts in heaven, and it ought to be:ri
spected on earth. )

MINISTERS TO HAVE A SOFT THING:
According to Tulmage, the ministera
of this wicked and unapprociative world: "
will have, in the slang phrase of busls"’
1lu;ss, a “soft thing” in the next. Heap
1m: g
**Most of the ministers that have gone
have their veople around them already
When I get to heaven—as by the grage
of God I am destined to go there—I will."
come and see you all. Yes, I will come
to all the people to whom I have ad.
ministered the gospel, and to the mills,:
ions of souls t0 whom, through'the:
Printing press, I am permitted to preach -
every week. I will visit them all. L°
give them fair notice.” cd
Ido not know how my audience may
feel in view of this comiug atiliction, but -
for my part 1 am very sorry! I was
hoping that the time would come when"
myself and the restof mankind woulg; -
not have the weckly mnental pain cauped':’
by the publication of foot atter foot, and: -
yard after ‘yard, of the most illogieal
and insipid twaddle ever uttered by hu-t..
man lips, But if it must be it must,’
ardt-we will all have 1o suffer the inflig-",
tion as best we cun with Christian fortl- "
tude and resignation. Only think of ijt!:"
Talmage’s sermons through all-eternity!t -
Why should & mereiful Creator thus pun<;”
ish "alike the just and unjust: Y-
should saint and sinner alike thus be -
condemned to one common doom?

VARIOUS PLANETS INHABITED.

Is this little world of ours'the only one,
among the billions inthe starry universs.
that is inhabited by sentient beings? ]
Surely not! There are multitudes of ]
plancts in nearly the same physical con=
dition, equally capable of sustaining hue
man life, and es like causes produces
like effects, il evolution is'a demon- .
strated law, and if man has evolved from’ .
primordial life on this earth, why may .
not the same law .people all the planets
that arc in a fit condition, with living
souls, joint heirs with usin a heritage
of immortality? If this is so, then does’
the so-called plan of salvation which -
enlminated in the crucifivion of a God
on Mount Calvary, cxtend its saving
power to all other worlds, or was an
individual savior sent to all of them?
Is our insignificant globe, with its popy="
lation of savages, saints, sinners and
politicians, the pet of the Creator, the
only place where man fell because a
woman ate an apple? Science does ngt::
know and Brother Talmage will not tell
ps. O, creeds of men, what absurd:’
theories have been tgught by your ad-. -
vocates and teachers! Oh, religion of:
earth, what crueltics and horrors haye:
been perpetrated in thy name! Before
historic period began the earth was
whitened as the snowflakes whiten the
plains, with the bones of thosg who-
(fiied in senseless, barbarous, cruel war-::
are. *

Ever since the pen of the historian.
comnmenced to record the events of men:.
and nations, the blood of martyrdom and*:
smoke of the fagot and stake have.’
stained the ecarth and darkened’' the;:
heavens. The cruel assertion of Pauli:
in his epistle to the Hebrews that, ‘“Al..
most all things are by the law purged::
with blood, and without shedding.ofs
blood is no remission of sins,” has justi='
fied the religious leaders of all creeds in..
enforcing their, beliefs on mankind by::
rapine. and murder. With the forchit
and sword in one hand and a Bible iny
the other, they have spread their migssi
ionary efforts by fire and carnage to the :
uttermost bounds of continents and the:
distant islands of the sea. In the name:
of the pure and loving Nazarene they::
have justified crimes on this earth thati:
would make the cheek of darkness palg;:
And when death has relieved their}
vietims here, with Christian malevo-"
lence they have consigned them to the:
never-ceasing agonies of sulphurous:
flames and the venom of the worm that:
never dies. To teach this ‘horribles
doctrine, costly temples -are erecteds
throughout this enlightened land, mags:
nificent salaries are paid to’ ministera:
and billions of dollars of untaxed ‘prop=?
erty is supported at the expense of thosd}
who labor for their daily  bread; whiléi
want and famine are around us-on:every;
side, while. women -and- children: aps}
starving in our citiss; miilions of monRyH
are spent in ereciing :costly churche
and magnificent temples in the nﬁme;ﬂg
him who, while on carth, had no pluiqg
to lay: his head. S R

For centuries past thesc have bbég;
the - Teachings of religious creeds, . nf:
churches and tabernacles; these the
and beliefs of those who wourship the
Tkeso are.they who condemnour.be
ful faith without a trial and revil
demonstrations- without investigath
These are they who preach s doct:

[CONTINUED ON PAGE &]
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CHAPTER IX,
: Y

La Suze—The Retreat.

While Louis, assuaging his grief and
disappointment by devotion to a noble
ause,  was pushing his way with his
ollowers into the western wilds, we
turn to Bertheldorf and take up a thread
of our narrative which the reader muy
possibly have concluded was irremedi-
ably broken. Some twenty miles above
the castle were the ruins of another, la
Suze, which for more than a century
had remained uninhabited and crung-
hliug todecay. The peasantry regarded
§t with dread, and on no account would
they approach or cross its grounds.
g goats that wandered there were
unattended, and came and went at their
own will. Once it was a famous strong-
hold, and the story of its destruction is
aitiong the most curious reyclations of
the age when the light of knowledge
etruggled with dense ignorance and
puperstition.
Tts walls arose from the summit of a
recipitous bluff, and its towers lifted
¥heir gray coping high above the walls.
LAt its base flowed the river, and a
lendid country extended from the
anks. A short distance below was a
opulous town, not showy as towns are
af present, but with a few public edifices
magnificent. in their massiveness, and
Janes bordered by the thatched huts of
serfs, :
i, Safe within his stronghold, surrounded
i by his vassals, the Lord of La Suze com-
P mitted himself to the control of the
amost cruel passions. which ever black-
ened the heart of man. Lord Retz knew
i no fear. He was lion-hearted in battle
gnd his hoarse voice was heard where
he strife raged thickest. Yet was he
prone to superstition, which the culture
j; of his age fostered, and dpra.cticed mys-
“terious cercmonies and incantations.
: He sngaged a professional astrologer;
who every day observed the places of the
planets, und by long formulxe calculated
events. Year by vear he grow more
glven to those practices, until he be-
‘¢ame & devotee in the horrid rites.
‘History on her blackest pages presents
mo parallel. Immensely wealthy and
‘;fowerful, Lord Betz united understand-
~ing and culture with a handsome person
and captivating address. Yet were all
‘these noble qualities degraded and
urned into the most loathsome channels
for vile purposes. .
Uniting with him an Italian priest, he
t apart a hall for incantations, and the
‘bloody rites of human sacrifice. He had
i® numerous choir, all children, and
sohen he demanded children of his re-
b tainers, it was supposed he wanted them
r that purpose. Dark suspicion began
o be entertained, and when a young
dbgirl disappeared, her lover ecntere
Aon- such active warfare that the
-villain was brought to justice.
:On the brow of a hill beyond the
‘pastle, in a small cottage, dwelta family
.pf retainers. At the door sat a young
wpirl—half girl, half woman—most de-
ﬁghtful eriod of life.
“T- will go to the meadow, mother,”
o said, ‘‘the lilles are hanging like
plden belis from their tall stems.”
%'Wait, Viva, until the dew is off the
he grass,” replied the mother, but too
te, for the girl was skipping away.
he had not gone far before she met an
d dame whom she knew belonged to
ie castle.
“Good morning, dame,” she sald, and
'was about to pass when the crome, ex-
nding her hand, replied:
Miss Viva, I have news for you, and
ppy: have we met, else these old feet
ave gone to your house.”
at-can it be?”

i d think a girl
@ you too young to love. Well, Lord
stz has taken offense at him for some
sh-speech, and has shut bim up in the
ep; where he lies in greal misery, and

d “we. planned how we could live 6o
pgilyl Alas! alas! what has befallen
2} -

Half blinded by her tears, she followed
4he dams to thecastle. Thedrawbridge
Twas down, the gate open, nothing o
gtructed except & sentinel who asked no
Fguestiops. She followed up a long flight
+of stone steps, and was ushered into an
Bpartment lighted by a narrow grated
¢¥window. She had no sooner crossed the
eshold than the dame stepped quickly
- closed the door, and sprung the
stenings into place. .
» sudden was this action that she did
pt, for s time, realize her situation.
Bhe looked around on the walls of her
rison. The only furniture was a bench
7d-a rueh mat in ope corner for a bed.
o threw herself on the rude seat, and

pt” in undefined dresd. She had
heard of the dark suspicions and trem-
thus confronted by a fate the more
! ible because unknown. .

£ The hours passed and the setting sun

coiled a luge

ing into profound and horrible darkness,.
She heard voices in conversation, and
found herself in a large, dimly-lighted
hall. The walls were covered with
strange, symbolic characters, apparently
painted with blood. At the upper end
of the hall, across its entire face; was a
row of skulls with crossbones beneath.
There yas a light {n each skull which,
shining through the translucent bones,
showed words of strange import written
thereon, and underneath the day and
year of sacrifice, The light from the
eyeless sockets presented a hideous pict-
ure, mado the more so by the chattering
of the fleshless jaws. Belore these was
an altar, draped in black, on which lay

rolden serpent, with
brilliant diamnond ecyes. Sge saw all
this in & momeut, and that three persons
stood bofore it. dressed in long, black
robes. She uttered u wild ery of horrar
and fell insensible. -

“A pretty maid!’ exclaimed the Ital-
ian priost, E
“The sacrifice will be more accept-
able,” replied Retz.

“Let me soe! This is our one hund-
redth to Diabolus. The full number
which you gald would bring me all I ask,
This night will I conjure them.”

“Be not hasty, my Lord, some over-
sight mmay have béen made. We had
better give another hundred. There
are plenty of children in the villages,-
and they may be made useful singing in
your choir.”

“My choir!” scornfully exclaimed
Retz, “my cholr! That of my master
Diabolus. And though you hesitated at
first, you poor priest, in plucking out
the quivering heart and laying it on the
altar, you rather rejoice in it now, and
want another hundred!”

- “*Aye, if we stop here, I know not how
I shall content myself,” replied the
priest. ‘“The shriek of the vietim is
music in my ears.”

“Well, you say two hundred victims
will bring me power, such as the world
knows not of, and that I shall be able to
lead in the propagation of the holy re-
ligion! Let us go on, I say, even if two
thousand victims are required. Death
is a trifie of pain more or less. When it
is over it leaves nothing. I like the air
of this hall, and the skulls are like
friends. Each has done something to
advance us,” :

“And the chattering!” said the priest.

‘‘Is music. These skulls once groaned,
and the stars tell us, every groan was a
link in the chain of my power. This
power I shall glve to the holy church
and extirpate lieresy from the world.”.

‘‘Come,” ‘exclaimed the impatient
priest, “‘lat us talk no longer. Our vic-
tim is ready. Ere she revives let us
place her on the altar.”

They raised her up and bore her to
the place of sacrifice. As they ap-
l)roached, the golden serpent erected

ts head, unloosed its coils, and as soon
as it felt her weight, closed round her.

The ingenuity of a demon only could
have invented so frightful an instru-
ment.

“Proceed!” cried'Retz in an ecstacy
of delight.

*Not until she revives, else we lose
the henefit.”

“True, but we can begin our incanta-
tions.”

He lit the perfumed censer, and as
the smoke arose he cried:

‘‘Prince of Darkness! All
spirit! Arise! Arise!l Arise
There was a souné gs of rushing wind
and a dark, indistinct cloud gathered
behind the altar and slowly shaped it-

self into the form of Satan.

“Potent spirit, this completes our first
century of vigtims. Artthousatisfied?”

Out of the cloud came a voice like &
sullen echo: “‘Satisfled!”

“Grant me,” said Retz, ‘“‘power un-
limited, to further the cause of the holy
Scripture and compel belief, and make
me invincible in battle for the church,
and I am thine.”

‘' Apreed!” )

“You always say that; I must have
this granted now. Hark! What is
that?” he cried in alarm.

There was a rush of feet; the door
yielded and Waltor Montfort entered
with a band of armed followers.

“‘Spare them for the torture!” he
cried, as the goldiers were about to
strike them down.

“What is thdt? Satan himself!” ex-
claimed Montfort, as he saw the unsub-
stantial shadow and struck it through
with his sword. It wasareflection from
a mirror, contrived by the artful priest.
On approaching the altar, the victim,
{lust recovering consciousness, seeing

im called:

“Oh Walter, I thought you were in
prison and came to see you,”

“In prison! Who told you that?”

“The old dame who brought me here.*

“The hag! I came after you. this
morning, soon &fter youleft. , I enquired
of a peasant in a field close by, and he
told me you had
castie. Iknew the fate awaiting you
and rushed to the town. I found the
burgomaster, told my story, and he sent
theso soldiers and we arrived in time to
save you. But ehou?h; I will take you
frorm this dreadful P ace.” |

Ppowerful

& red gleam through the narrow
Mndow. At its sotting she felt a swift
ff‘\. ng motion and saw the dim window

_onfqi.sight. She was

falling, fall-

He took her in his arms out into the
open air, The peasantry, in thair rag-d?

Jtancy gave the place over to

{of the river.

one with her to the

. [ioinéd the soldiers in the work of dem-
“lolitlon.” - The southern t
- | maszsive sfrength'resisted,th ir attacks

er by its

and remalned unimpaired,

't Lord Retz and his companions were

execyted at the stake, he "protesting
thdt he was gequitted by Jesus through
the masses he had said, and was inno-
cent of crime, More than a century
had passed, but the prejudice of the
peasantry had ‘strengthened, and their
oats and
gobling, On stormy nights lights were
géen moving through the broken arches,
ahd shrieks and wails floated on the air.
The ruins were moss-grown, matted
with vines and the grounds overrun
with brambles. .
The eye of Martesq fell on these ruins,
and saw in them an admirable retreat,
where he could consummate his diabolic-
al scheme. He resolved, with the aid of

{Rosenbaum, to capture Helloise, and at

the same time he alone would reap the
advantage. He prepared the southern
tower of La Suze, which had been so
strongly built that it had defied the
hand of man and time, apd persuaded an
aged couple to reside there as lkgepers,
and He played so artfully on their super-
stition that they were his cringing
slaves. _ . ,
He then gought the court of Rosen-
baum, and urged the necessity of his at
once taking measures to capture his
daughter and vindicate his authority,
The wily priest was appointed to this
important trust and set out with three
companions. The result of his expedi-

tion has already been partially related. |

He did not intend to murder his com-
Eanions if he could avoid doing s0, yet
e was determined to shake them off at
all hazard after they had given him the
assistance he desired. hen, there-
fore, they had succeeded in capturing
Hélloise, carrying her while insensible
to the boat, wﬂich, fearing to row, they
allowed to drift, Martesq by a sudden
movement overturned it: throwing all
overboard. He caught Helloise with
one hand and the side of the boat with
the other, as it righted without filling.
‘With great exertion he placed her
within, and clinging to its side bailed.
out the water with his hand. After he
had partially succeeded he drew him-
self with great adroitness into- the frail
shell, and finding Helloigg still uncon-
seious, proceeded to bind her haunds to-
gether, and prepared to throw a shawl
over ler face the moment she gave
signs of returning consciousness.
- By this time the current had borne
them far bolow the castlie. He seized
the oars, and with strong arms con-
tended with the stream. Bringing the
boat near the opposite shore where the
tide was legs strong, he sped past the
castle, and with endurance bred of {par
of pursuit, with unfailing stroke kept
on during the night, and when the gray
morning broke, the Castle of La Suze,
the refuge he eought, appeared in the
mists which hung low over the river.
Rowing into a deep indentation which
perfectly concealed his boat, he carried
his captive still enveloped in the shawl
over the space from the boat to the cliff,
and up a narrow passageway to the foot
of the tower, and then agaln up the
stone staircase to the second story, where
he laid her on a couch prepared for her.’
There was one narrow window, pro-
teeted by heavy iron bars, deepl
rusted and covered with cobwebs an
dust. ‘When she opened her eyes they
rested ¢n this grating, through which in
the morning light she caughta glimpse
The walls of her room
were stone, the floor was strong and a
stone arch formed the ceiling.

CHAPTER X.

“Farewell, Dear Ship.”

" The voyage was near itsclose. The
pilot had come aboard and was in com-
mand of the ship. Late in the afternoon
they entered the mouth of Delaware
Bay, the soft outlines of Cape May on
the right,with its stretches of beach, and
on the left Cape” Henlopen. The sun

went down over the green woods stretch-.

ing westward with scarcely a break in
isnterminable continuity to' the Pacific
ea. .

During long voyages, strong attach-
ments are formed for the good ship
which has borne us safely. Often, while
in our berths, we have heard the waves
on the othér side of the planking which
preserved us, and gratitude and thank-
fulness mingle with our friendship.

The voyagers had been busy during
the da&\; packing trunks and making
ready to depart. When evening came
they were quite willing to enjoy the re-
freshing air for the day had been warm.
While they conversed in groups, with
the thoughtful words of those embark-
ing in a great undertaking, or the
younger members grew mirthful at the
termination of a monotonous voyage,
Louis stood apart leaning over the bow.
He was interrupted by the sailor who
related the ghost story, and was known
as Bige. The latter touched his hat,

ave his trousers a hitch, and in an em-
arrassed manner said:

“I beg your pardon, but I hear you
are going out among the Indians.”

“\%es, wy friend, we are going to form
a oolonf and teach them.”

“Well, what say youto taking me?”
asked the sailor, abruptly.

“Taking youl We cannot do that, for
we are united in a brotherly unity, and
a deep religious conviction it essential.”

“Now, there you shut me out, forl
haven't religion.  But,” hesitatingly,
“){frhaps 1 might get it, and you might
take me outside, until I succeeded. I
might be of benefit to fou, and perhaps
to the Indians. You'll have to teach
them a deal, and I could do my share in
my line.” -

“I think you are honest,” replied
Louis, ‘““and that is the greater half.
You can go with us if you wish. You
must, however, understand, that for the
present, until amply tried and proved,
you cannot become a member of our
society.” ' ,

“I understand and thank you for the
favor given me.”

‘While they were conversing a voics

began to sing an old-fashioned song,
such as the people of the Rhine have

sung to their babes from immemorial
time. The voics.was low, distinet and

responsive to every shade of feeling.

Louisatonce recognized itas Gertrude’s,
After some snaiches of melody and bro-
ken " lines, as though singing uncon-
sciously to herself, she burst forth, bird-
like,in a song.which floated on the night,
hushing all other sounds. .
“Oh,  sister Gertrude,” soliloquized
Louis, “*you sympathize with me, I
thought you cold, but you are not. Iam
inexpressibly glad you appreciate the
subdued emotions which influence me.”
He turped his steps toward the sweet

singer, and found her quite aleme, her

pensive face turned toward the gléomin
waters.. He touched her grm ag he said:
“Sister Gertrude, you--sang & beaputiful
song. Do you always sing sad oneg;”

“[ hope flpleased you, Immo,rtaf’ love
ig delightful, -not -sad. You exemplify
that yourself, «It is beautiful 10 think of
being loved like that! Loved out - of the
flesh, with the unselfish purity of the
love given a saint!’* T A

“It may be, yet how much more degire
a.ble”not. to be tested in this cruel man-
ner, e ;

“Then even you have hours of doubt!”
said Gertrude in surprise, . o

“Nay, not s0. One cannot prevent
themselves from thinking.” - .

They were interrupted by Mr, Vivian,
who was anxloli§ to -know -exactly the
plans and requirements of the meorrow.

“It may be a month  before we can
move from the city,” replied Louis.

“Then it will be winter,” said Count
Vivian fidgety. He was a small man,
pust the prime of life; mercurial and
nervous, BSubdued as he was by his
professions of religion, he was given to
find little to praise, much to_criticise.
It was chronic with him, and his cen-
sure and praige were the same.

“I know I shall experiepce an appall-
ing amount of discomfort,” said he,

‘None of us will have top much of the
opposite,” replied Louis,

‘We shall have as'much as we de-
gserve, father, and I hope our faith will
sustain us throygh our trials.” Gertrude
smiled cheerfully as she spoke.

“Look across the dark waters, over
the boundless wilds, through which the
foot of white man never trod. Think of
the journey before us, and the hopeless
task of civilizing these wild men!” ex-
claimed Mr. Vivian,

*Qh, father,” responded Gertrude,
laughing, ‘you are unusually hopeless.
Think of Paul and the Apostles, when
they went among the savages of the far
borders of the empirel They had reason
to complain, and yet they went thanking
God for the high privilege! We are re-
quired only to do what is within our
power to do. Have faith, and doubt
not.” _

“Where am I, and what has happened
to me?” she asked herself. Slowly, as
her mind recovered, the events of the
past day and night came in shadowy or-
der, growing more distinct. She re-
membered the overturning of the boat,
after which all was a blank, Where
was she now? The blocks of stone, the
bars of iron told her that she was a cap-
tive.

“Yesterday my cup of joy wasfull,
too full; to-day I drink its dregs. I tar-
ried too long, forgetful of the implaca-
ble hate of my father.”

Softly the door opened and an old
crone enterdd, bearing~on a salver a
bowl of venison soup, some breed and g
glass of wine. She "was weird and
uncanny; her face thin and pinched;
her nose long and hooked; her eyes
small and near together, black and rest-
less; her forehead low; almost bald,with
thin,yellow hair drawn tightly back and
tied in a knot. She was bent by carry-
ing heavy burdens,and moved stealthily,
costing around her -qurtive glances, as
though expecting an enemy. She drew
a little table to thie couch and placed the
tray thereon. .

“The madchen has hunger and should
eat,” she said in & cracked voice.

Helloise arose and sat on the side of
the couch. *‘Good Grejchen, where am
I , +

“This is La Suze.” |

““How came I here?”

“Who can tell”” was the evasive an-
gswer, ‘‘Come, take a sip of this red
wirte, and the venison broth will be
good for you."” 4

[ will, if you are sp, kind as to answer
me.” ‘ )

“‘First, then, sip the wine—it will rel-
ish, and then the bread and the broth.”

With a choking sensation she did as
she was bidden, and when she had fin-
ished, turned an appealing face to the
woman, Gretchen was spared the pain
of making answer, for at that moment
a man entered the room and without
ceremony advanced to the table.

‘‘Martesq! Martesql Ever-present
sPirit of evill” exclaimed Helloise,
“‘you were the last person whom I saw,
and now you are the first to ‘present
yourself!” .

“Which is quite proper, as you are
now under my especial care.”.

“Under you?” asked she in disgust.

‘‘Aye, me, which again is proper, see-
ing none other is capable of protecting
you,” replied the priest with a leer.

‘““Where is my father?”

“At home, or was. He wlll hear of
your death, and T shall carefully conflrm
the report. Your cursed band of here-
tics think you dead. Everybody thinks
you dead, - eonsequently none will take
the trouble to search for you.” ]

“Cowardly wretch, what is your ob-
ject? You have persecuted me for years,
destroyed my friends, driven me from
my father, and now bury me alive In this
tomb.”

“My object? One as quick as you
ought to know. Ilove you, and snatch
you from the world, even at the risk of
my own soul.” ’

‘Love!"” she exclaimed in tones of |:
| horror; ‘‘profane not that sacred word

with your poliuted lips.”

“Ah, ha! Prefty one, you may puton
your high alrs, these walls are strong
and confinement here will be martyr-
dom to which that of fire were prefera-
ble. We shall seel I willingly renounce
my office of priest for you. If you ac-
cept, it is well; if not, bear in mind you
are absolutely in my power.”

She sprang to her feet, indignation
fiashing from her eyes, and cried with
a gesture of command: ‘‘Despicable
wretch! I do not fear you; Idespise youl
I detest you! Leave me, nor dare to
threaten me again with your infamous
proposal.” i v

As she spoke she advanced; while he
retreated, and, awed by her manner, he
left the room foiled, beaten and exas-
perated. :

Gretchen had fled lkea frightene
animal, and again she was alone, Then
came & reaction from the tension of her
mind, and she sank exhausted on the

couch, After a time she looked out of|

the window. The river stretchéd aws
in a broad curve, disappearing behind
a jutting headland. Asshe gazed a boat’

appeared, making the water foam at its |

prow, and flash with the long-bladed
oars. She knew that boat, and that it
was rowed by her friends comisig to her
rescue. She fell on her kinees in prayer
to the mercifii Father, who had so soon
come {9 her deliverance. She was ot
forgottén, and the dreadful fate which
50 recently threatened ~her was &
shadowof & cloud across the perfect
field. of her life,  The boat came on
rapldly, and behind it she saw ‘&nother;
5o nesr were they she could distinguish
her friemnds. ‘‘They have rowed in gen-
erous rivalry,” she said j tofherself.

e——

stream and there is a lengthy consulta-
tion. The boat sails on. Her friends
‘hesitate and then boats drift. "The oars
at length move and the prows turn away.
‘They row slowly at first, as though re-
luctantly, but shortly bend to their
work, She ‘is abandoned! In her very

resence, her friends have become dis-
Eeartened and left her to her fate. She
forced her face between the bars and
called with all her strength, She

cgte hands, and strove to wrest
them from their fastenings uutil the
blood dripped from her bruised fingers.
Made conscious of her weakness, she
sank down in despair, which, for the
moment, triumphed over her faith,
There now was no hgpe, except in the
mercy of death. She had conquered the
wild beast who held her captive in their
first encounter, but spiritual strength
might not again hold brute force in
abeyance. In the old fable of Beauty
and the Beast, the Beast wins, The
wolf destroys perfect innocence repre-
sented in Red Riding Hood. The beast
has won the glory and emoluments of
the past world: the strength gurely
spiritual saall be the masters of the age
to come,

(TO BE CONTINUED.]

THE NEW YEAR.

Born at twelve o'clock last night,
While watchfires bright were burn-

ng,
And upward toward the beacon light
Of hope each face was turning;
And bright above shone moon and star,
As though the door was left ajar.

Behind, the flickering tapers burn,
Some shadows there revealing;
Some joys for which the soul doth
yearn;
The Fates are still concealing,
And yet we're farther on the way,
And soon shall dawn a brighter day.

Through leafless trees the sighing winds
Sang requiems to the dying year;

And echoes of the Christmas chimes
Are floating back upon the ear;

Yet near the banks of melting snow

The star-gem and sweet violets grow.

Go back one year ago to-day,

And read the twelve-month record

through.
Wit}l\ll[ flowers you decked the Queen of
a )

In shgdy rove, 'neath skies of blue,
Where, with the harbingers of Spring,
You, too, your swectest songs did sing.

Then Summer with advancing train,
Roses wild and fields of clover,
‘Waving grass and ripening grainl
But the reaper, ere 'twas over,
Gathered in the golden sheaves
While still were green the forest leaves.

Autumn came with purple cluster
Hanging on the festooned vine.
Nature calls her seasons’ ‘muster,’
And freely flows the ruby wine;
Ripened cornfields, without measure,
Orchards bending 'neath their treasure!

List, friends in youth, fresh courage
take.
Thine is the S ring, in bud and bloom;
Each day some slumbering thought will
'wake!
Each thought for grander will make
room;
Each day you live hath something good;
The past, not always understood.

Then strive to reach a higher plane.
Leave not, life’s sweetest songs un-
sung—
No aspiration is in vain!

So start while yet the vear is young,
And weave & web with threads of gold
To wear when thou art growing old.

With laurel wreath, I'll come again,

And each may bear away a prize,

If he but follow in the train,

Where noble deeds and duty lies.
And when you face life's setting sun—
The star of Hope shall lead you on.

H. P. TALLMADGE, -

Boston, Mass.

THE DYING YEAR.

Now the year is sinking slowly,
Sinking to its last long sleep,
And the passing hours seem holy,
While we turn aside and weep.

Like a friend about to leave us,
Very precious still it seems;

All too Eouest to deceive us,
Tho’ made up of transient dreams.

Yet those dreams are interwoven
‘With the fabric of our souls,
And in passing they have proven

Life is real as it unrolls.

O, tlhe year of tears and laughter,
Shade and sunshine, calm and storm,

Passing on, while we come after,
Vainly searching for its form.

Still that form, so feeble, lingers,

" Like a pilgrim by the sea,

And it points with trembling fingers
Toward the unsolved mystery.

O, how lovely in its dying

. s the year so gray and old,

While the wintry winds are sishing
O'er a new grave in the mold.

By that grave with open portal,
Thoughtfully we stand and wait,
Till the old year, like a mortsl,

Sinks beneath the walls of fate.
From that grave we come rejoieing
At the breaking of the morh;
In these words our gladness voleing:
“Lo! another year is bora!”

* Beatrice, Neb. G. W, CROFTS.
ALWAYS A SHADOW,

No matter the sun be shining,
No matter the day be fair,

There's always some soul repining
There's always a shadow somewhere.

It may be the dancers are shaking
‘The dew from the bours of dawn,
Some heart in the ballroom is aching
For hopes that are dead and gone.

<There, a baby boy is sleeping;
He stayed but to learn good-by,
And a mother is silently weeping—
Her little one born but to die.

Tato her life, withont warning,
Came grief with its withering blight,

And the glow of her hope-laden morn-

" ing _

Drifts back into desolate night. -
In the world’s wide reach, remember
- There's night whenever there’s day—
Some hearts are enduring December,,.,

“While others are beating out May.

It may be the darkness of sorrow,
~ It may be the gleam of despair,
Fate offers no bond for the morrow,
'Andh to-day there’s a shadow some-
where, .- :

Sptingfield, TIL 3. H, Top,

Now they meet a boat coming down the

clutched the rusted iron with her deli- |

| THE GOSPEL OF NATURE.

REALTH AND POWER,

Nervous
Troybles -
Originate in

Impure Blood

Therefore the True
Method of Cure
Is to Take

HOOD’'S
Sarsaparilla

Which cures Nervousness
Dyspepsia, Serofuls,-Salt hheu.m,
Catarrh, Rheumatlsm and
other Diseases, because it

Purifies
The Blood

Be sure to get Hood's and only Hood's

Hood's PIlig are the best family cathartle,
gentle and effective, Tryabox. 250,

" YOU SHOULD

Have a copy of the *‘ Asiral

Guide.” 1t contains a lec-
& N E ture on ASTRO-MAGNETIC
: TREATMENT by PRoOF. OL-

NEY H. RicHMOND, It is
indorsed by advanced DMas-
TERS in SPIRIT LIFE and
will imform you where to

rocure Specific remedies
or the ABSOLUTE CURE of
all acute and chronic dis-
easc, Astral Guidesenton
receipt ofstamp.

1. J. SHAFER,
. Chemist,
1910 Washipgton Boul.
Chicago, 111,

AN INVALUABLE WORK.

MMORTALITY, OR FUTUREHOMES

and Dwelling placee By Dr. J. M. Peebles. Thia
admirable work conts{ns what & bundred spirits, good
and evil, say of their dwelllng pisces. Give ug details
—detalls and sccurate delineations of 11fe in the Spirit-
world!—ls the constant appea! of thoughtfu! minds.
Deathie approaching. Whither—oh, whither! Sbat!
I know my friends beyond the tomb? Will they know
me? What {s thelr present condition, and what tbelr
occupations? Inthis voiume the spirits, differing as
they may, are allowed to speak for themaclves. No
man is better qualified than Dr. Peebles, to place &
work of this kind before the people. He treats of the
Mysteries of Life; Doubts and Hopes; The Bridzing of
the River: Foregleams of the Future; Testimony of
Balnts; The Growth and Perfection of the Spiritual
Bodé; Isit the Boul or Body that Sins?; Clothing in
che Spirit World; Our Little Onen in Heaven; The Per:
sonal Experiences of Aaron Kmight; The Red Man's
Testimony; Evil Bpirits; Testimony of Physjclens in
Bpirit Life; The Homes of Apostles and Divines; The
Friends and Shakers in 8pirlt Life; 8pir't Homes of
Bruno and Others; Many Voices from tbe Spirit Land.
Many other matters are treated too numerous to men-
uon.e‘ Price ¢1.%0; poatage l2cents. Foreale at this

ITIS A MOST EXCEL-
LENT WORK.

This work 1s by DR. M. L. BHERMAN,
PROF. W. F. LYON. Heretofore it has been soid for
42, but the price now has boen reduced to 1. It Is &
book that will interest and inmstruct. It contains 480
pages, and {s full of suggestive thoughts. Dr. Sher-
man was 8 medium of rare qualities, and his work {sa
reflection from the celestial spheres, It treats of the
Soul of Things; Intelligence in Subatance; Animal ln-
tellects; Purlty; 8alvation; Discords; Good and Evil;
Unnatural 1deas; Church History; Progression; Inher-
ent in Substance; The Nebulous Theory; Particles are
Entities; Justice; lmpregnation of the Virgin; The
Science of Death; gplrltull Death; Immortality;
Mourning; The Confounding of Language; The SPll'fz
Abodes; Matter and Bpirit; Size and Distance; 8piritu-
sl Organisms; Born Kgaln; The Key; Spirit Blogrs
pq{: Goes to Heaven; A 8lava Master; etc., etc.

ho author eays: *Rach Indlvidual partakes of
both pbysical and mental or spiritual allment for bim-
self. Each one must digest their various kinds of food
for thomuelves, and that is all they can possibly do
whether they be priest or layman, teacher or pupil
My physical expands by virtue of that food and nour
ishment of which 1 individually partake and digest.
n(z soul must expand by virtue of the soul esscnce
which I {ndividuelly gather azd comprehend or digest.”
Wor sale at this oMice.

The To-Morrow of Death,

OR THE
Future Life According to Science.
By LOUIS FIGUIER.
Translated from the French,
XY 8. R. CROCKEE.
A Veryj 4Fucinuung ‘Work.

assisted by

“h

He feels so happy-over the contents of
The Encyclopadia of Death, and Life in
the Spirit-World,that he is writing to all
his friends to be sure and obtain & copy.
The book is sold for 50 cents, when ac-
companied with a yearly subscription to
the paper, both costing $1.50, If sold
alone, the cost is $1.50.

‘The great literarﬁ light, Dr. J. M.,
Peebles, says: ‘‘I have read a portion
of your volume, The Encyclopedia of
Death, and Life in the Spirit-world, and
am delighted with both the appearance
of the book and its contents.”

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN

X ~—AND—
THE CONFESSIONAL.
BY FATHER CHINIQUY.

This {s & most valuable book, It comes from an Ex.
Priest, whose character 1s above reproach, and whe
knows what he fs talking sbout. l{ver body should
read {t. Price, $1.00. 1t contains tho following chap-

ters:
CHAPTER 1.
The Struggle before the Surrender of Womanly Self:
respect In the Confesslonal.

) CHAPTER II.
Auricular Confession a Deep Plt of Perdition for the

Priest.
CHAPTER TII.
The Confesatonal is the Modern Sodom.
CHAPTER 1V. .

How the Vow of Cellbacy of the Priests is made easy

by Auricular Confession.
CHAPTER V,

The - highly-edncated and refined Woman In the Con
fessional—What becornes of her after unconditions
el surrender—Her {rreparable Ruin,

CHAPTER VL.

Auricular Confeasion destrolvn all the Sacred Ties of

Marriage and Human Soclety,

CHAPTER VII.

. | Should Auricular Coufesslou be tolerated among Clvibh

ized Natfons?
CHAPTER VIII.
Does Aurfcular Coufession bring Peace to the Soul?

CHAPTER 1X.
The Dogma of Auricular Confession a Sacrilogious
Imposture.
CIHHAPTER X.

God compels the Church of Rome to confess the
Abominations of Aurfcular Contession.

CHAPTER XI.
Auricular Confeseion in Australls, Americs, and

France.
CHAPTER XII.
A Chapter for the Coneideration of Legisiators, Huse

bands and Fathers—B8ome of the matters on which
the Priest of Rome must Question hie Penitent.

Scnt Post-paid, Price, $1.00.,

VOLNEY'S RUINS

—AND—

THE LAW OF NATURE,

TO WHIOH I8 ADDRD .

Volney's Answer to Dr. Priestly, s Blographical Notice
by Count Daru, and the Zodiacal Signsand
Constollatione by the Editor;

Also, & Map of the Astrological Heavens o
the Ancients.

Printed on heavy paper, from new plates, fn largs,
clear type, with portraitand {llustrations. One vol.,
post8vo, 248 pages; paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

This 1s undoubtedly ong of the best and most usefu)
books ever puhlfshed. It eloguently advocates the
best {ntcrests of mankind, and clearly points out the
sources Of human ignorance and misery. The author
is supposed to mect In theruins of Palmyra an apparl-
tion or phantom, which explains the true principles of
society, and the causes of both the prosperity and the
ruin of ancient stales. A general assembly of the
nations {8 at length convened, a legislative body
formed, the source and orfgin of religion, of govern-
ment, and of Jaws discuased, and ths Law of Nature—
founded on justice and equity—Is finally proclaimed
10 an oxpectant world.

Superstition in all Ages

Or “Le Bon Sens,”

This fine ¥tumes Kight well have been entitleds
Bpiritualism D
fa that pecuil interen\ug style in which French
writers excel w! they quld popularize sclentific
subjects in adaptation to th, needs of the general
er. The anthor {3 not £ Spirituslist—he even
mentions Spirftualists as “do cs of & new super-
stition,” etc., etc., In which b~ manifests tho ususl
animus of the “scientific class, yet he says again:
“There is & truc and respectablo {aca tn Spiritualism,"”

. and regards as proved ‘‘the fact of communication

between superhnmans and the inhabitants of Earth;"”

and he goes on to relate instances of fact In evidence.

There Is, 1o s Spiritnaliat, a manifest discrepancy in

the authar'sideas, bat the well-read mind will resdily

gelect and arrange the pros and cons, and outof tbe

whole will find not only good mental cnlture, but
much valusble Information. The author holds the

theory of reincarnation. Price 91,50

For sale at this oflice,

ROMANISM AND THE RE-
PUBLIC.

WORK THAT EVERY LOVER ON

his country should bave at hend for comsulte.

tion. By Rev. IsascJ. Lansing, M. A. This {s a mosi
able work, consisting of a Discusafon of the seq,
Assumptions, Principles and Methods of the Roman
Cnholrc monrrcehdy. The work contsins {47 pages, !
may be considered 4 mine of valuable information fa-
every patriot iu sholapd Price §l. For sale st thl:

THE TALMUD.

Selectionsfrom the contents of that ancfent book,
{ta commentaries, teschings, poelry, and legends.
Also brief sketches of the men who made and com.

mented upon it. B
cloth, nm'.” 7

CHRISTIANITY A FICTION.

The astronomical and utroloﬂcal origins of all re-
a::l. A poem by Dr. J. H. Mendenhall. Price 50
cen

H. Polang. 839 pp. Price,

THERE IS NO DEATH.

By Florcnce Marryat, suthor of “Love's Confilef™
*Veronique,™ets. Price, cloth, $1.00; papet, 50 cents.

f‘iftyYears in the Church of Rome

BLBev. Chas, Chiniquy, ex-priest. A remarkable
book. Pages, 832. Price $3.25-

The Myth of the Great Deluge. '

By James M. McCanu. A complete and overwhelm
igz reftimdon of the Bibls story of the Deluge. Price
cen

STANDING UP FOR JESUS,

Or what the editor of the Freethinker's Magszine
thinks of him. Price, 4 cents; twenty-five copies for
50 cents.

Studies in Psychic Science.

An invalusbie work, by Hudson Tuttle. Price
postpatd,

A tandbook of Cure and Baman TUpbiifiding by the

erful methods ©of natare.
gd":f.nl'i‘."ﬁ’n %f&‘%}’. o lrlithor of “Principles eo':

stra.nd by Science, It is writien -

By JEAN MESLIER,

A Roman Catholfc priest, who, after a pastoral scrvice
of tuirty years in France, wholly abjnred religious
dogmas, and asked God's pardon for baving tanghit the
Christian religion. He left this volume as his last
will and testament to his parishioners and to the
world. Translated from tbe French original by Miss
Anna Enoop,

Post 8vo., 839 pages, with portrait. Cloth, ¢1.00p
postage, 14 centa.

The work of the honest pastor {s the most curious
and the most powerfu! thing of tbe kind that tbe laef
century produced. . . . Paine and Voliaire hsad re«
scrves, but Jean Meslier had none. He keeps nothing
back; and yet, after all, the wonder {s not that thero
rhonld have been one pricst who left that testinony at
his death, but that all priests do pot.""—James Parton.

BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS,

ND THE WONDROUS POWER
which helped or made them perform mighty
works and utter inspired words, together with some
Personal Traits and Characteristics of Prophets, Apos.
tiel d Jeans, or New Readings of “The Miracles™
bt’l hu PurxaM. Price 76 cents. For sale s¢
of

[l
O

A SEX REVOLUTION,

BY LOIS WAISBROOKER,

Author of *“Helen Hsarlow's Vow,” “The Occult
Forces of Bex,” “Perfect Motherbood” end many
sther works. Price 25 cents. For asle at this office.

HISTORY OF ATHARAEL.

IFE IN THE STONE AGE. THE
hmorid Atharael, Chief Priest of a Band cf Ab
Aryans. This pamphlet, containing 81 2, WAl Wit
ey, l-ntl‘h&

ten through the mediumshipof U. G.
tensely in! Price 80 centa. For sale

THE MISSING LINK

In Modern Spiritualism.

By A. LEAM UNDERHILL,
One of the Fox Sisters.

N ACCOUNT OF MODERN SPIRIT.
lled—from its Inception at ee.

. uslism—so-ca
vilie, ¥. Y.. including the experiencea of the Fax Fam.,

11y, spiritualistic and otherwise, could not fall to be
very intereating, and the interest i» intensified when
that account fs_written by ore of the Fox Sisters.
Such 1s the fact in this instance, the volums havi
beexn written by A. Leah Fox, after her mlm‘:_m wi
Daniel Underhill. The scenes, experiences, 5 and
triumphs of these ploneers of the great movement are
oarrated tn a most entertaining manner, and withmore
completeness than can elsewhere be fousd. 1t Is &
most important part of the history of the grest Spirit.
ual movement which now mnmbera ita votaries by
millfons. Every Spiritualist should have

“THE MISSING LINK”

10 8Jd to a full understinding .o Spirftualism, and 8
be knowledge of its earlier modern erigin and fe.
Thevolums iy esriched with & number of fing ew
graved portraits of members of the Fox Family.

ab]
Light and Color,” “Philosophy of Cure,” eto.
cloth, 25cents; Leather, 3§ cents,

Y

Price, $1.50, Fer sale at this office..
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ing into profonnd and horrible darkness,.
She heard voices in conversation, and
found herself in a large, dimly-lighted
hall. The walls were covered with
strange, symbolic characters, apparently
painted with blood., At the upper end
of the hall, across its entire face, was a
row of skulls with crossbones beneath,

A There was & light in each skull which
rn to Bertheldorf and take up a thread | ghjpin though the translucent bones,
f our narrative which the reader ma,

L Y | showed words of strange import written
possibly have concluded was irremedi- thereon, and underneath the day and
bly broken. Some twenty miles above | year of sacrifice. The light from the
the castle were the ruins of another, La | gyeless sockets presented a hideous pict-
Buze; which for more than a century|yye, made the more 80 by the chattering
Wl ;remained uninhabited and crum-|of the fleshless jaws. Before these was
ling to decay. The peasantry regarded | gy gltar, draped in black, on which lay
with dread, and on no account would |cojled a huge golden serpent, with
hfy approach or cross its grounds. prilliant dijamond oyes. She saw all

e goats that wandered there were |thigsin a moment, and that three persons

CHAPTER IX.

Lg Sﬁze——The Retreat.

: While Louis, assuaging his grief and
ppointmenfs by devotion to a noble
cause, was pushing his way with his
ollowers into the western wilds, we

yfiong:the most turious reyelations of
e age when the lightof knowledge
setrjiggled with dense ignorance and
% ‘siiperatition. ‘

“Its, walls arose from the summit of a
recipitous bluff, and its towers lifted
heir gray coping high above the walls.
:its - base flowed the river, and a
lendid country extended from the
anks. A short distance below was a
pulous town, not showy as towns are
‘present, but with a few public edifices
gnificent in their massiveness, and
os. bordered by the thatched huts of

“A pretty maid!” exclaimed the Ital-
ian priest,’ i ' -

“The sacrifice will be more accept: |
able,” replied Retz. LT

“Let me see! This is our one hund-
redth to Diabolus. The full number
which yoy said would bring 'me all I ask.
This night. will I conjure them.”

“Be not hasty, my ‘Lord, some over-
sight may have been made. We had
better give apother hundred. There
are plenty of children in the villages,
and they may be made useful singing in
your choir.” :

“My choir!” scornfully exclaimed
Retz, “my choir! That of my master
Diabolus. And though you hesitated at
first, you poor priest, in plucking out
the quivering heart and laying it on. the
altar, you rather rejoice in it now, and
want angther hondred!”

“‘Aye, if we stop here, I know not how
I shall content myself,” replied the
priest. “The shriek of the victim is
music in my ears.” )

''Well, you say two hundred victims
will bring me power, such as the world
knows not of, and that I shall be able to
lead in the propagation of the holy re-
ligion! Let us go on, I say, even if two
thousand victims are required. Death
is a trifle of pain more orless. When'it
is over it leaves nothing. I like the air
of this hall, and the skulls are like
friends.
advance us,” ) .

‘“And the chattering!” gaid the priest.

“Is music, These skulls’once groaned,
and the stars tell us, every groan was a
link in the chain of my power.. This
power Ighall give to the holy church
and extirpate heresy from the world.”

“Come,” exclaimed the impatient
priest, “let us talk no longer. Our vie-
tim is ready. Ere she revives let us
place her on the altar.”

They raised her up and bore her to
the place of sacrifice. As they ap-

roached, the golden serpent erected

ts head, unloosed its coils, and as soon
as it felt her weight, closed round her.
The ingenuity of a demon only could
have invented so frightful an instru-

/. Bafe within his sironghold, surrounded
My his vassals, the Lord of La Suze com-
mitted himself to the .control of the
smost cruel passions which ever black-
ned the heart of man. Lord Retz knew
fear. He was lion-hearted in battle
and his hoarse voice was heard where
e strife raged thickest., Yet was he
yrone to superstition, which the culture
t.0f his age fostered, and ({Jracticed mys-
terlons ceremonies and incantations.
iHe engaged a professionsl astrologer,
who every day observed the places of the
iplanets, and by long formule calculated
fievents, Year by year he grew more
given .to these practices, until he be-
xame a devotee in the horrid rites.
istory on her blackest pages presents
no parallel. Immensely wealthy and
erful, Lord Betz united understand-
ng-and culture with a handsome person
captivating address. Yet were all
‘ these noble qualities degraded and
il turned into the most lonthsome channels
.for vile purposes.
Uniting with him an Italian priest, he
t apart a hall for incantations, and the
loody rites of human sacrifice. He had
nurnerous choir, all children, and
arhen “he demanded children of his re-
$diners, it was supposed he wanted them
or that purpose. Dark suspicion began
" be entertained, and when a young
"disappeared, her lover entere
" such active warfare that the
lain was brought to justice.
¢7.0n the brow of a hill beyond the
[toastle, in a small cottage, dweltafamily

tainers. At the door sat a young |ment.
~-Half girl, half woman—most de-| ‘Proceed!” cried Retz In an ecstacy
htful period of life. of delight. '

“].will go to the meadow, mothor,”
o gaid; ‘‘the lilles are hanging like
lden bells from their tall stems.”
FL: “Walt, Viva, until the dew is off the
AXe grass,” replied the mother, but too
ate, for the girl was skipping away:
a:had not gone far before she met an
d-dame whom she knew belonged to
e castle.
#Good morning, dame,” she sald, and
: about to pass when the crone, ex-
‘ftending her hand, replied: .
758 Miss Viva, I have newsfor you, and
Appy: bave we met, else these old feet
"ust%mve:‘ gone to%%r house.”
{News for me? - What-can it be?"Ah
P !

u too younzto love. - Well, Lord
has taken offense at him fer some
peech, and has shut him up in the
$Reap, where ho lies.in greaf misery, and

bove all things in the world desires to

“Not until she revives, else we lose.
the bonefit.”

“True, but we can begin our incanta-
tions.” ’

He lit the perfumed censer, and as
the smoke arose he cried:

“Prince of Darkness! All
spirit! Arise! Arlse! Arisel

There was a soundas of rushing wind
and a dark, indistinet cloud ga.thered
behind the altar and slowly. shaped it-
self into the form of Satan.

“Potent spirit, this completes our first:
century of vigtims. Artthou satisfled?”

Out of the cloud came a voice like a
‘Isullen echo: “Satisfled!” = }

“Grant me,” said Retz, “power un-
limited, to further the cause of the holy
Secripture and compel belief, and make
me {nvincible in battle fgr the church,
and I am thine.” o

" “Agreedl” . )

“You always say that; I must have
o . ) this granted now. Hark! What is
. good dame, take me to him; take | that?” he cried in alarm.
equicil Only last night I saw him,/ There was a rush of feet; the door
end we. planned how we could live 6o)yielded and Waltor Montfort entered

happilyl Alas! alas! what has befallen with & band of armed followers.

2 B “Spare them for the torture!” he
crled, as the soldiers were about to
strike them down.

“What is that? Satan himself]” ex-
claimed Montfort, as he saw- the unsub-~
stantial shadow and struck it through
with his sword. It wasareflection from
hted by & narrow grated|a mirror, contrived by the artful priest.
w. She had no sooner crossed the | On approaching the altar, the victim,
old than the dame stepped quickly i}ust recovering consciousness, seeing
closed the door, and sprung the |him called: I
enings into place. ““‘Oh Walter;.I thought you were in
 sudden was this action that she did | prison and came to see you.”
for a time, realize her situation.| “In prison! Who told you that?"

@ looked around ou the walls of her| !The old dame who brought me hers.”
pon. - The only furniture was & bench | “The hag! I _came after you this
s ruch mat in ope corner for a bed. | morning, soongterﬂyouleit.‘ T enquired
threw herseif on the rude seat, and | of a peasant Iu a field close by, and he
~in undefined dread. She had |told me you had gone with her to the
d of the dark suspicions and trem-|castle. Iknew the fate awaiting you
thus confronted by a fate the more | and rushed to the town. I found the
ble because unknown, . burgomaster, told my story, and he sent
‘hours.passed and the setfing sun |these soldiers and we arrived in time to

‘ted -gleam through the narrow |saveyou. But ehough; I will take yon
gadow. At its sotting she . felt a swift jfrom this dreadful place.”

Ring motion and saw the dim window| He took her in his arms out into the
ottt of sight.  She was falling, fall- open &ir. - The peasantry, in their rage,

Powerful

Half blinded by her tears, she followed
he dame to the castle. Thedrawbridge
was down, the gate open, nothing o
cted except a sentinel who asked. no
She followed up & long flight
g, and was ushered into an

‘I~ Lord Retz and

‘[cent of ‘erimne.

. {daughter and vindicate his au

unattended, and came and went at their |g160d bLefore it, dressed in long, black
wn will. Once it was a famous strong- | pohes, She uttered a wild cry o ’hormr :
old, and the story of its destruction 18 {gnd foll insensible, Sl

‘|tended with the stream.,

Each has done something to|P:

. |joined the soldiers in the work of dems:
-l olition,
- |massive strength resisted their attacks

"The southern toyer by its
and remained unimpaired,
1 is companions were
execnted at’the stake, he "protestinﬁ
that, he_\va%qc%uitted by Jesus throug
the masses he had said, and” was inno-
More than a century
had passed, but the prejudice of the
peasantry had strengthened, and their
fancy gave the place over to goats and
goblins, On stormy nights lights were
séen moving through the broken arches,
ahd shrieks and wails floated on the air.
The ruins were moss-grown, matted
with vines and the grounds overrun
with brambles, . .
The eye of Martesq fell on these ruins,
and saw in them an admirable retreat,
wherehe could consummate his diabolic-
al schéme. He resolved, with the aid of
Rosenbaum, to capture Helloise, and at
the same time he alone would reap the
advantage, He prepared the southern
tower of La Suze, which had been so
strongly byilt that it had defled the
hand of man and time, and persuaded an
aged couple to reside there as kgepers,
and He played so artfully on thejr super-

|stition that they were his cringing
slayes, . . , .
. ’ﬁe'_tben gought the court of Rosen-

baum, and urged the necessity of his at

once taking measurés {o cst,‘ﬁture his
ority.

The wily priest was appointed to this

important trust and set out with three

E campanions, The result of bis expedi-

tion has already been partially related.
He did not intend to murder his com-

anions if he could avold doing so, yet
he was determined to shake them off at
all hazard after they had given him the
assistance he desired. . When, there-
Jore, they had succeeded in capturing
Helloise, carrﬁing her while insensible
to the boat, which, fearing to row, they
allowed to drift, Martesq by a sudden
movement overturned it throwing all
overboard. He caught Helloise with
ong hand and the side of the boat with
the other, as it righted without filling.
With great exertion he placed her
within, and clinging to its side bailed
out the water with %is hand. After he
had partially succeeded he drew him-
self with great adroitness into the frail
shell, and finding Helloigp still uncon-
scious, proceeded to bind her hands to-
gether, and prepared to throw a shawl
over her face the moment she gave
signs of returning consciousness.

33y this time the current had borpe

‘| them far below the castle. He seized|.

the oars, and with strong arms cqn-
ringing the
Bo&t near the opposite shore where the
de was less strong, he e;{)ed
castle, and with epdurance bred of [par
of. gﬁz-suip, with unfailing stroke kept
on during the night, and when the gray
morning broke, the Castle of La Suze,
the refuge he sought, appeared in the
mists which hung low over the river.
Rowing into a deep indentation which
gerfectly concealed his boat, he carried
is captive still enveloped in the shawl
over the space from the boat to the cliff,
and up a narrow passageway o the foot
of the tower, and then agaln up the
stone staircase tothe second story, where
he laid her on a couch prepared for her.
There was one narrow window, pro-
tected by heavy iron bars, deeplg
rusted and covered with cobwebs an
dust. When she opened her eyes they

the morning light she caught a glimpsé
of the river. The walls of her room
were stone, the floor was strong and a
stone arch formed the ceiling.

CHAPTER X.

“Farewell, Dear Ship.”

The voyage was near its close. The
ilot had come abpard and was in com-
mand of the ship. Late in the afternoon
they entered the mouth of Delaware
Bay, the soft outlines of Cape May on
the right, with its stretches of beach, and
on'the lett Cape Henlopen, The. sun
went down over the green woods strefch-,
ing westward with scarcely a break in
isxiperminable continuity to" the Pacific

L
During long voyages, strong attach-
ments are formed for the good ship
which has borne us safely. Often, while
in our berths, we have heard the waves
on the othiér side of the planking which
})reserved us, and gratitude and thank-

ulness mingle with our friendship.

The voyagers had been busy during
the d% gacking trunks and making
ready epart. When evening came
they were quite willing to enjoy the re-
freshing air,for the day had been warm.
While they conversed in groups, with
the thoughtful words of those embark-
Ing in a great undertaking, or the
younger members grew mirthful at the
termination of a monotonous voyage,
Louis stood apart leaning over the bow.
He was interrupted by the sailor who
related the ghost story, and was known
as Bige. The latter touched his hat,

ave his trousers & hitch, and in an em-

arrassed manner said:

“I beg your pardon, but I hear you
are éo'mg out among the Indians.” )

“Yes, my friend, we are going to form_
& colony and teach them.”

“Well, whatsay youto taking me?”
asked the sailor, abruptly. _

“Taking you] We cannot do that, for
we are united in a brotherly unity, and
& deep religious conviction s essential,”

'“Now, there you shut me out, forl
haven't religion.  But,” hesitatingly,
“}i{erhaps I might get it, and you might
take me outside, until I succeeded. I
might be of banefit to
to the Indians. You'
them a deal, and I could do my share in
my line.” -

“l think you are honest,” replied
Louis, ““and that is the greater half.
You can go with us if you wish. You
must, however, understand, that for the
present, until amply tried and proved,
you cannot become a member. of our
society.” } !

“T understand and thank you for the
favor given me.” .

e they were conversing a voice
beghan'to sing an old-fashioned song,
such as the people of the Rhine have
sung to their babes from immemorial
time. The voice was low, distinet and
responsive to every shade of feeling.
Louisat once recognized it as Gertrude's.
After some snatches of meledy and bro-
kep lines, . as though -singing uncon-
sciously to herself, she burst forth, bird-
like,in & song.which floated on the night,
hushing all other sounds.

“Qh, sister Gertrude,” soliloguized
Louis, “you sympathize with me, I
thonght you cold, but you arenot. Iam
inexpressibly glad you.appreciats the
subdued emotions which infiuence me.”

He turped his steps toward the sweet

lfou, and perhaps
have to teach

singer, and found her quite alone, her

past the |

pensive face turned toward the' gldomin
waters, . He touched her grm ag he said:
“Sister Gertrude, yousang & beautiful
song. Do you always sing sad ones?”

[ hape 1 pleased you. Immortal'love
is delightful, -not--sed. You ‘exemplify
that yourself. It is beautiful to think of
being loved like that! Loved out -of the
flesh, with the -unselfish purity.of the
love given & saint!" el e

‘Tt may be, yet how-much moie desir
able, not to be tested in this cruel man-
ner, ' . o

_““Then éven you have hoursof doubt|”
said Gertrude In surprise. ;

*Nay, not s0. One  cannot
themselves from thinking,” ' .

They were interrupted by Mr. Vivian,
who was anxlous to -know -exactly :the
plans and requirements of the morrow.

“It-may be g month  before.we'can
move from the city, replied Lonis..

“Then it will be winter,” safd Count
Vivian fidgety. He was a small man
past the prime of life; mercurial ‘an
nervous, Subdued as.. he was by hig
professions of religion, he was given to
find little to praise, much to_criticige,,
It was chronic with him, and his cen-
sure and praise were the.same.’ i

“I know I shall experlence an appall-
ing amonnt of discomfort,” said he, .

‘None of us will haye top much of the
opposite,” replied Louis, ~ ‘

‘We shall have. a8t much as we de-

‘prevent

serve, father, and I hope our faith will|

sustaln us throngh our trials,” Gértrude
smiled cheerfully as she spoke, ~

“Look across the dark waters, over
the boundless wilds, through which the
toot of white man never trod. Think of
the journey- before us, and the hopeless
task of clvilizing these wild men!” ex-
claimed Mr. Vivian,. . o

“Oh, father,” responded Gertride,
laughing, ‘‘you are unusually hopeless,
Think of Paul and the Apostles, when
they went among the sayages of the fat
borders of the empire! They had reason
to complain, and yet they went thanking
God for the high privilege! Wo are re-
quired only to do what is within our
power to do. Have faith, and doubt
not.’ . )

‘“Where am I, and what has happened
to me?” she asked herself. Slowly, as
her mind recovered, the events of the
past day and night came in shedowy or-
der, growing more distinct. She re-
membered the overturning of the boat,
gfter which &ll wag a blank. Where
was she now? The blocks of stone, the
bars of iron told her that she was a cap-
tive. '

“Yesterday my cup of ng was full,
too full; to-day I drink its dregs. I tar-
ried too long, forgetful of the implaca-
ble hate of my tather.” !
Softly the door opened and an old
crone enterdd, bearing on a salver a
bow!l of venison soup, gome bread and g
glass of wine. She ' was weird and
uncanny; her face thin and pinched;
her nose long and hooked; her eyes

| small and near together, black and rest-

less; her forehead low; almost bald,with
thin,yellow hair drawn tightly back and
tied iz o knot. Bhe was bent by carry-
ing heavy burdens,ang moved stealthily,
casting around her ‘qurtive glances, as
though expecting an enemy. She drew
a little table to the couch and placed the
tray thereon. R . )
“The madchen has hunger and should
eat,” she said in a cracked voice..
Helloise arose and sat on the side of

3 o oyt

“This is La Suze.” .,
“How came I here?”
“Who can tell?” was the evasive an-
swer.” “Come, take . sipof this red
wine, and the venison broth will be
good for you.” Ce

“L will, if you are sprkind as to answer
me. .

“PFirst, then, sip the wine—it will rel-
ish, and then the bread and the broth.”,

With a choking sensation she did as
she was bidden, and ,when she had fin-
ished, turned an appealing face to the
woman. Gretchen .was spared the pain
of making answer, for at that moment

la man entered the room .and without

ceremony advanced to the table.
‘‘Martesq! , Martesq! KEver-present
sPirit of evil]” exclaimed.
‘‘you werp the last gerson who!
and now you are the first to
yourself!” . .
“Which is quite proper, as you are
now under my.especial care.®.
“DUader you?” asked she in disgust.
‘*Aye, me, which again is proper, see-
ing none other is capable of protecting
you,” replied the priest with a leer.
‘“‘Where is my father?”

YAt home, or was, He will hear of
your death, and T shall carefully confirm
the m{grt. Your cursed band of here-
tics think you dead. Everybody thinks
you dead, . consequently rone will talta
the trouble to search for you.” -~ -

I 8w,
resent

“Cowardly wretoh, what is your ob-’

ject? You have liersecuted me for years,
destroyed my fr

my fsther, and now bury me alive in this
tomb.”

“My object? One as quick as you
ought to know. Ilove you, and snatch
you from the world, even at the risk of
my own soul.” ’ ‘

‘Love!" -she exclaimed In tones of
horror; “profane not that sacred word
with your polluted lips.”."

“Ah, hal Pretty one, you may put on
your high airs, these walls are strong
and confinement here will be martyr-
dom to which that of fire were préfera-
ble. We shall see! I willingly réndunce
my office of priest for you, If

¢ [v!:m ac-
cept, it is well; if not, bear in mind you

are absolutely in my power.”

_She sprang to her feet, indignation |

flashing from her eyes, and cried with
a gesture of command: ‘“Despicable
wretch! I do not fear you; Idespise youl!
Idetest you! Leave me, nor dare to
threaten me again with your ivfamous
proposal,” oo

As she spoke she advanced; while he
retreated, and, awed by her manner, he
left the room foiled, beaten and exas-
perated. , SR

Gretchen had fled . lfke a frightened
animal, and again she was alone, ' Then

came 8 reaction from the tension of Lier!

mind, and she sank exhausted on the
couch, - After a time she looked out of
the window. The river stretchéd aws,

in & broad curve, disap aring_-behi.ﬁg

a juttingheadland. As she gazed a boat’

appeared, making the water foam at its
prow, and flash with the long-bladed
oars. She knew that boat, and that it
was fowed by her friends comirig o her
rescue. She fell on her knees in prayer
t0 the merciful Father, who had so soon
come to her deliverance, She was not
forgottén, and the dreadful fate which
50 recently threatened her - was a

shadowof a cloud across thé perfect

field. of her life. The bost came’ on

rapidly, and behind it she saw another.

So near were they she could distinguish

her frionds. ‘‘Théy have rowed in gen-

erous rivalry,” she sald jtojjherself.
r o : :

. ) the couch. *‘Good Grejghen, where am |
rested Un this grating, through which in | 19" o X

elloige, |-

ends, driven me from]

[ . . . ,
Now they meet a boat coming down the
stream and there is a lengthy consulta-
tion. "The boat eails on. Her friends
Hhesitate and then boats drift. "The oars
at length move and the prows turn away.
‘They row slowly at first, as though re-
luctantly, but shortly bend to their
work.  She 'is abandoned! In her very

resence, her friends have become dis-
‘heartened and left her to her fate. Bhe
forced her face between the bars and
called with all her strength. She
clutched the rusted iron with her deli-
cate hands, and strove to wrest
them from their fastenings until the
blood dripped from her bruised flugers.
Made conscious of her weakness, she
pahk down in despair, which, for the
moment, triumphed over her faith,
There now was no hope, except in the
mercy of death. She had conquered the
wild beast who held her captive in thelr
first encounter, but spiritual strength
might not again hold brute force in
abeyance. In the old fable of Beanty
and the Beast, the Beast wins, The
wolf destroys perfect innocence repre-
sented in Red Riding Hood. The beast
has won the %lory and emoluments pf
the past world: the strength t‘Eurely
spiritusl shall b the masters of the age
to come.

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

THE NEW YEAR.

Born at twelve o'clock last night,
While watchfires bright were burn-
ing,
And upward toward the beacon light
Of hope each face was turning;
And bright above shone moon and star,
As though the door was left ajar.

Behind, the flickering tapers burn,
Some shadows there revealing;
Some joys for which the soul doth
yearn;
The Fates are still concealing,
And yet we're farther on the way,
And soon shall dawn a brighter day.

Through leafless trees the sighing winds
Sang requiems to the dying year;

And echoes of the Christmas chimes
Are floating back upon the ear;

Yet near the banks of melting snow

The star-gem and sweet violets grow.

Go back one year ago to-day,
And read the twelve-month record
through.
‘With flowers you decked the Queen of
May,
In shady grove, 'neath skies of blue,
‘Where, with the harbingers of Spring,
You, too, your swectest songs did sing.

Then Summer with advancing train,
Roses wild and fields of clover,
Waylng grass and ripening grain!
Biit the reaper, ere 'twas over,
Gathered in the golden sheaves
‘While still were green the forest leaves.

Autumn came with purple cluster -
Hanging on the festooned vine.
Nature cells her seasons’ ‘muster,’
And freely flows the ruby wine;
Ripened cornfields, without measure,
Orchards bending 'neath their treasure!

List, friends in youth, fresh courage
take.
Thine is the Spring, in bud and bloom;

- Each day some slumbering thought will

‘wake!
Each thought for grander will make
room;
Each day you live hath something good;
The past, not always understood.

Then strive to reach a higher plane.
Leave not, life's sweetest songs un-
sung—
No aspiration is in vain!
So start while yet the vear is young,
And weave a web with threads of gold
To wear when thou art growing old.

With laurel wreath, I’ll come again,

And each may bear away a prize,

If he but follow in the train,

‘Where noble deeds and duty lies.
And when you face life's setting sun—
The star of Hope shall lead you on.

) .. H., P, TALLMADGE,

Boston, Mass.

THE DYING YEAR.

Now the year is sinking slowly,
Sinking to its last long aleeﬁ), =
And the passing hours seem holy,
tle we tyrn aside and weep.

Like a friend about to leave us,
Very grecious still it seems;

All too honest to deceive us,
Tho' made up of transient dreams.

Yet those dreams are interwoven
‘With the fabric of our souls,
And in passing they have proven

Life is real as it unrolls.

10, the year of tears and laughter,

Shade and sunshine, calm and storm,
Passing on, while we come after,
Vainly searching for its form, -

8til] that form, so feeble, lingers,

" Like a pilgrim by the sea,

And it points with trembling fingers
Toward the unsolved mystery.

O, how lovely in its dying

. Is the year so gray and old,

While the wintry winds are sighing
O'er a new grave in the mold.

By that grave with open portal,

- - Thoughtfully we stand and wait,

Tilt the old year, like a mortal,

Sinks beneath the walls of fate.

From that grive we come rejoicing
At the bresking of the morh;

‘In these words our gladness voicing:

“Lo! another year is bornl”
Beatrice, Neb. . G. W, CROFTS.

ALWAYS A SHADOW.

"No matter tha sunbe shtnfng,

- :No matter the day be fair,
‘There's always some soul repining
There’s always a shadow somewhere.

1t may be the dancers are shaking

. iThe dew from the houra of dawn,

Some heart in the ballroom is aching
For hopes that are dead and gone.

There, & baby boy is sleeping; -

.. ‘He stayed but to learn good-by,

And a mother is silently weeping—
‘Her little one born but to die.

Into her life, without warning, :

* Came grief with its withering . blight,

And the glow of her hope-laden morn-

ing L
_ Dritts back into desolate night, -
In the world's wide reach, remember
. There’s night whenever there's day—
Some hearts are enduring December,...
~'While others are beating out May, -

1t may be the darkness of sorrow,
" It may be the gleam of despair,
Fate offers no bond for the morrow,

where.

‘Bpringfield, TL J. H, Topp.
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mmentlons Bpirituslists @3 *'do

to th, needs of tl

cs of A

and he
There

f“' onto relate instances of fact |
8
the mthzxr’l {dcas, but the weli-read mind

much valusble {nformation. The autho
theory of reincarnation. Price 61,50.

TFor sale at this office.

to & Spiritualist, & manifest discre

The To-Morrow of Death,

| Future Life According to Science,
' By LOUIS FIGUIER.
Translated from the French,

A Verpj ’Fasclna.t.ing Work.

This fine ¥lume might well have been entitleds
ustracvd by Sclence. It s written
interes]ing stylo {n whieh French

they euld popularize sclentific

ho general

The author 48 not L Spiritualist—he even

new super

stition," etc., etc., in which b manifests tho usual
animurof the “sclentific class, yot he says s
“There is & true and respectadblo {dea In Spiritua »
and regards as proved “the fact of communication
- between superhnmans and the (nbabitants of Earth;"

n evidence.
[uncy {n
wlil readfly

r holds the

PUBLIC.

'k, oons

Cathello Hierarchy.
may be considered a mine of valuable Info;

ROMANISM AND THE RE-

WORK THAT EVERY LOVER OM

his country ahould have at hand for consulta

This 12  moat ai

Assumptions, Principles and Methods of the Homari
The work contains 447 pages, &n |

rmation fa-

[34 triot in the land. Pricasl. For sale at tl:
ory. pa

THE TALMUD.

teschings, pdetry, an

on
ot

Selectionsfrom the contents of that ancient book,

d legends.

commentaries,
Also-brief sketches of the men who made snd com-
.&‘pon.lt. By H. Polang. &9 pp. Price,

The astronomicat and astrological
g:l. A poem by Dr, J. H, Men
cen!

CHRISTIANITY A FICTION.

of all re-
Price 50

He feels 80 happy over the contents of
The Encyclopzedia of Deatb, and Life in
the Spirit-World,that he is writing to all
his'friends to be sure and obtain & copy,
The book is sold for 60 cents, when ae-
companied with a yearly subscription to
the paper, both costing $1.50, If sold
alone, the cost is $1.50.

The great hterari light, Dr. J, M,
Peebles, says: ‘I have read a portion
of your volume, The Encyclopedia of
Death, and Life in the Spirit-world, and
am delighted with both the appearance
of the book and its contents,” .

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN

—~AND—
THE CONFESSIONAL.
BY FATHER CHINIQUY,

This {s a most valuable book. It comes from an Ex.
Priest, whose character {s sbove reproach, amd whi
knows what he-fs talking about. Everybody shoul
read {t. Price, $1.00. It contains tho following chap.

ters:
CHAPTER I.
The Struggle before the Burrender of Wemanly Belf.
respect In the Confessfonal.
CHAPTER II.
Aurll,c\;lu; Confession & Deep Plt of Perdition for thy
rieat.

CHAPTER 1II.
The Confessional fs the Modern Sodom.

CHAPTER IV.

How the Vow of Celibacy of the Priests is made eas)

by Aur{cular Confession.
CHAPTER V.

The highly-educated and refinad Woman in the Con
fessional—YWhat becomes of her after uncondition
sl aurrender—Her irreparable Rufn.

CHAPTER VI.

Auricular Confeasion destroys all the Sacred Ties of

Marrisge and Human Socfety,
CHAPTER VIIL.
Bhould Auricular Confession be tolerated among Civih
fzed Nations?
CHAPTER VIIL
Does Aurfcular Confeesion bring Peacs to the Soul?
CHAPTER IX.
The Dogma of Auricular Confession & Sacrilegious

Imposture.
CHAPTER X.
God compels the Church of Rome to confeas the
Abominations of Auricular Confesalon.

CHAPTER X1.
Am}culur Confession in Australis, America, and
rance.
CHAPTER XII.

A Chapter for the Consfderation of Legislators, Huse
bands and Fathers—Bomo of the matters on which
the Prieat of Rome must Question his Penftent.

Sent Post-paid, Price, $1.00.

VOLNEY’S RUINS

—AND~—

THE LAW OF NATURE,

o TO WHIOH I8 ADDED %

Volney's Answer to Dr. Priestly, s Biographical Notice
by Count Daru, and the Zodiacal Signsand
Constollations by the Editor;

Also, a Map of the Astrological Heavens o
the Anclents,

Printed on heavy paper, from new plates, {n large,
clear type, with portraitand fliustrations, One vol.
postavo, 248 pagen; paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

This is undoubtedly one of the best and most usefn)
books ever published. 1t eloquently advocates the
best interests of mankind, and clearly points out the
sources of human {gnorsnce and misery. The author
18 supposed to mect in theruins of Palmyra an appari-
tion or phantom, which explains the true principles of
soclety, and the causeés of both the prosperity and the
ruin of ancient states. A general uuemtl‘y of the
gatloas Is at length convened, a legislative body
formed, the sourcoand origin of religlon, of govern-
ment, and of laws discussed, and the Law of Nature—
founded on fustice and equity—~is finally procistmed
10 an oxpectant world.

Superstition in all Ages

Or “Le Bon Sens,”

' century produced, . . . Painc and Voitaire hed
select and arrange tho pros and cons, and outof the ' serves, but Jean Meslier had none. He keeps nothing
whole will find not only good mental culture, but

By JEAN MESLIER,

A Roman Catholic priest, who, after a pastoral acrvicq
of thirty years in France, wholly abjnred religious
dogmas, and asked God's pardon for having tanght the
Christian religlon. He left this volume as his Jasg
will and testament to his parishioners and to the
world. Translated from the French original by Miss

n: Anna Knoop.

Post Bvo., 839 pages, with portrait. Cloth, $1.003
postage, 14 cents.

*The work of the honest pastor 1a the most curions
and the most powerful thing of the kind that the lsa§
I8

back; snd yet, after all, the wonder is not that there
rbould have been one pricst who left that testimony at
his death, but that all priesta do not."—James Parton.

| BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS,

ND THE WONDROUS POWER

which helped or msde them perform mighty
works and nttor {nspired words, together with som@
Personal Traita and Chsracteristics of Propheta,
tles, and Jesus, or New Readings of *The Miracles”
) XN PuTxaM, Prico 75 cents. For sale st

A SEX REVOLUTION,

BY LOIS WAISBROOKER,

Autbhor of "Helen Harlow's Vow,"” “The Occult
Forces of Bex,” “Perfect Motherhood,” apd many.
sther works. Price 25 cents. For aale at this office.

HISTORY OF ATHARAEL.

IFE IN THE STONE AGE. THRB
hmor{ﬂ! Atharael, Chief Priest of a Band c? A
1 was min

ans. T hlet, conta []
460 hough tho oA o1 0. 0.

ten through ey, and In
tenssly interesting. Frice % centa. For sale ab

THERE IS NO DEATH.

By Floremce Marryat, suthor of “Love's Conflioh™

Fifty Years in the Church o

Pages, 822 Price $3.25,

"Yeronique,"eta. Prics, cloth, §1.00; paper, 5 centa.

f Rome

By Rav. Chas. Chiniquy, ex-priest. A remarkable

15 ¢onts.

The Myth of the Great Deluge.

‘By James M. MoCann. A complete and overwhelm
fog rcfutxuqn of the Bible story of the Deluge. Prios

Or what
thinks
50 centa.

- STANDING UP FOR JESUS,

the editor of the Freethinker's M:
of him. Price,4 cents; twenty-five coples for

ine

Studies in Psychic Science.
. An invaluable work, Ly Hudson ‘Tuattle, " Price

A bandbook of Cure and Bumsn Upbhil
sid of new, refined and
B. D, Babbitt, M,

B
Liylht and Color,” "Philosophy of Cute,”
cloth, 25e¢ents; Laather, $5cents.

| HEALTH AND POWER,

by the

rfal methode of pature.
., author of *“Principles

of
o8,

PUESS

eto. FPri

THE MISSING LINK

In Modern Spiritualism.

By A. LEAH UNDERHILL,
One of the Fox Sisters.

—

‘ANACCOUNY‘OFMOD ERN SPIRIT- -.
‘uplism—s0-¢alléd~from its Inception at ) e
ville, §. Y., including the experiences of the Fox Fam-,
11y, spiritualistic nd otherwise, could not fafl to be
very Interesting, and the interest 1z intepsified whea.
that account is written by one of the Fox Eisters.
Sunchisthefact ia this instance, the volume ha
been written by A. Lesh Fox, after her m'mc:f" wl
Danlel Underhill. The scenes, experietices, trials and
triumphs of these pioneers of the great movement are
narrated tn & most entertaining manner, and with more
completeness than can elsewhere be found, It 1s &
mort {mportant part of the history of the great Spirit- -
ual movement whith how Bumbers its votaries by
millions. Every Spirftuslist should have ,

“THE MISSING LINK"”

to 11d to a full understanding of Spirituallsm, sod o
better knowledge of {ts esrlier modern origin and life,
The volums is esriched with & number of fing ¥
graved portralts of members of the Fox Famlly,

Price, $1.50. For sale ol thiscffiice.







It

 PROGRESSIVE THINKER

ed Cvery Baturdey st No. ¢0 Loom!s Street

Francis, Editor and Publisher.

tebed at Oliloago Postofficeas 2dclassmatier

Terms of Subscri ption.

UPAB PROGRESSIVE THINKRR will bo furnlshed unti
pther notice, at the foMowing terms, favarlably ln
rence: . . .

$1.00

- 9180
> 2%l
5ols

yegr - - - - - - -~
qup of ten (s copy to the one getting up
3 thecluh) « -~ =~ « =
frieen weeks -
ie copy

REMITTANORS,

ﬁm by Postofice Money Order, Registered Letter,
5?¢gcon-chlea o or New York, It costs trom 10
& cents to get drafts ceshed on Jocal banke, so don't

. -‘I!}ll%l‘lllnlgns?; Lyoxl:) ;vlsl; ui‘i‘tl atntmam c}}edﬁxctFed from

; n rect all letters to . R, Francls
€0 Looin1s BL., Chicago, Jii, rencls

BS! IMPORTANT SUGGESTION!

Asthers are thousapds who will at firet venturc
y twenty-five cents for THE PRoGRESSIVE THINKER
pirteen weeks, we would éuggest tothose wharecelve
AP COpY, Lo solicit sevesal others to unite with
apd thus be rbie to remit from #1 to 810, or eyen

than the Istter sum. A large number of liitle
.ounu will mukes large sum total, nnd thus extend

field of our labor and usefulngy. The same ug-
tion will apply in all cases of renewal of subscrip-
ns—eolicit others to aid in the good work. Yon wilt
sxpeorience no difficulty whateverin {nducin
plists to subscribe for Tne PROGRESSIVE THINKER,
ﬁr not one of them can afford to be without the yalua.
e information impsarted therein each week, and at
$e price of only abou¢ two cents per week.

Bpiritu.

A Bountiful Harvest for 25 Cents

DO you went a wore dountifut harvest than we (an
give you for 25 cents? Just pause and thlnk for a 110-
ment whet an Intellecturl feast that small investment
h furnish you. The subscrlption price of TAx 1Ro-

sty2 THINKER thirteen weeks is only twebnty-five

taf For that emount you obtain one hundred and

four pages of nolld, substantial, soul-elevating and

"'""1'5‘ eshing readiog matter, equivalent to a medi-
ed book! .

8 Take Notice,

" At explration of subscription, if not renswed,
p‘l“;;]e‘:'clra iscontinued. No bills will be sent for ex-
8.

If you do not rocefve your paper promptly,
[Wzite to” ue, and errors in nddr{:sa will Le promptly
potrested, and missiug numbders supplied gratls.
. * Whenever you desire the address of your pl\wr
nged, 8lways give the address of the piace towbich

D Gent. OF the chnnes enunot he made.
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_The Veil Shall Be Lifted.

A press correspondent attended serv-
es et Trinity Church, New York, a few
days &ago. Rov. Dr. Dix, distin-
ished for his great loarning and elo-
guence, occupied the pulpit. His text,
- 95:6—'Behold the bridegroom
eth; go yo out to meet him.” The
rter says:

*He discoursed on the beauty and hap-
egs of & Christian life. He told his
irers of the glories of the hereafter,

nd advised them to remove their eyes
Hrom the past and fix them on the great,
$thite throne of heaven. He dilated on

o darkness of the unchristian life,”
hen the good dominie launched into
subject in good earnest:

Tearful as is the future, it is even

¢ dreadful to look at the past—to
think how impossible to recall it. Let
Rig‘give up lookin% to the past, then, and
tirn our eyes to the front. The night is
{6y spent. Behold, the bridegroom com-
#th. -Propare to maeet him! The infidel,
e unbeliever, the skeptie, is no sale
hrophet to follow. The lifting of the veil
of: hypocrisy and deceit is sure to come.
jpeat with fear and faith the ‘Dies

- At that bour everything is at an

for you. Nothing remains—nor

ge, nor wife, nor children, nor
jends; no more work, no more spend-
of money. The dial of time is shat-

pred ‘for you. Its hands are broken.
he: need not look, then, to see those
i })le who lead & dark and sinful life—
g life with no devotion, with no holy aim.
Hiich a life is like the last hour in life,
when the sun is setting, never to rise
in,: The flamo ef love is gone out
', the fire of charity is extinguished.

ve the Lord’s appearing—to wish

His coming. Oh! what a consecrated

quent, wasn't he? And beautiful
The able divine was no
folibt inspired—by his 816,000 a year
kry; Of course he hagan assistant,
1-the usual two months’ vacation, with
bably his expenses paid while he
vels abroad. Suppose he loses only
Sundays, and delivers forty-four
edged discourses during the year,
, receives some $327 for each of
‘wonderful sermons. As the dollars
sources of his inspiration, we

see where they come frowm.

'rinity Church has property in New
variously estimated in value from
0,000 to $150,000,000. Much of this

at wealth is in tenement houses, oc-

fed by the vilest and the most dis-
$jutable class of that great city. The
entals pass into the common fund from
% ¢l Dr. Dix draws his princely salary
Sunday labor. Who blames him for
uting ‘“The Bridegroom Comes,”
dipping his arrows in ‘““The Days of
h,” hurls them at the infidel, the
Ebptic, the unbeliever?
B Verily, the veil of hypecrisy and de-
JReLt is sure to be lifted.

)

6 discover truth we must turn our
Mok on the multitude,” says somebody.
kY1 will concede the correstness of this

ghism. For long years man has been P

foping in darkmess in pursuit of the

fscéon. The phantom has receded

r'thesearch. There is bat one way

hat promises hope, and that, re-

s . the pursuit. Instead of finding

3's word written in books, and there

.0f his character, we must go out

5'the unbounded universe and search

i unfathomable depths. We must see

< glory reflected in stars and sun, in

st and bird, intree and flower, in

thing the eye beholds. If a God is

iscovered, we shall become accus-

to his handiwork, gnd lmow

~of him and of his almi%hti gur-

than was ever conceived of bya
rbarian priesthood.

Ehe old Persians built no temples {o

jrship in. They thought it absurd to

I Sfine gods in walls of stone. They de-

", the wide universe his temple,

worshiped on mountain tops, in the

h air. -%here they raised altars, and

‘they made sacrifices to the sun,

brightest, grandest object in the

of vision. If less than God, it was

roduction of his mighty arm, and

er_ pouring blessings on his “crea-

infusing light and warmth and

s, while clothing the earth with

yand floral beauty. .

# kind of sea-bladdér hasno mouth,
beorbs all its nourishment through

of its body. ¢

Mistaken, Purpose of Life.
“Man was created to know, love and

serve God, and by so doing save his own

soul.” o o )

Such is a\very brief outline of the
objects of life, as we find it defined in an
exchange, It never occurred to the
orthodox inventor of that epitome of
bellef that man had any other motive
forliving than to get ready to die. He
had no conception that life had enjoy-
ments peculiarly 1t ‘own; that every
nerve and fiber was attuned to mundane
existence nnd,til;at happiness was the
outcome - of their lealthful normal
action, Life with him wasan embryotic
condition, death the necessary change,
and the grave the ‘doorway to real life.

It seems to us, man was made to enjoy
the pleasures of being, as is true of all
life; that love is an outgrowth of har-
monious development. and pleasurable
association with his fellows, and is
limited to those objeets which give him
delight, while hate flows to those which
glvehim pajn, .., .

As to life beyond the tomb, Spiritu-
alists teach it as an inheritance of
mortality, 10 way contingent on love to
God, or love to man; thatit is a sequence
of earth-life, as day -follows dawn, and
there is no esegpe Iypm it.

Instead of seyving God.to save a soul,
is it not merely possible that he who
lives & worthy life inserving his fellows;
who wiongs ,,ﬁo wan; who is always
truthful and "just; ‘who lives in strict
harmony with natural law, obeying all
its requirpments—is he not reslly
farther &dvanced on the heavenly road
than the fawning sycophant, who lives
on his knees and is always telling God
how good and great he is, and how
anxions he I8 to get a reserved seat for
himself in the celestigl paradise?

A Good Time Now.

‘As the holidays are past, and the long
nights and cold days are on us, for-
bidding most kinds of labor, the home
circle demands attention. Nothing con-
tributes so largely to the happiness of a
family and ‘leaves such lasting impress-
fons as a well-conducted periodical.
Lessons tanght in the seclusion of the
fireside usually accompany its members
through life. And the paper, a silent
monitor for Food, always freighted with
instruction, if brave epough to tell the
t;‘uth, is specially worthy of considera-
tlon, :

May we not ask each reader of these
columns to lend & friendly hand NOW in
extending the circulation and usefulness
of THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER? That
the paper commends itself to the
thoughtful all concede. 1t is educa-
tional, not sensational. Each contrib-
utor labors to instruct and clevate, and
fit all for an immortal life. The past,
with its gloomy horrors, is onty revived
as warning lessons for the futura,

If each present patron would induce
his friend to subscribe, if only for three
months, our already long list of patrons
would be doubled for a limited period.
Asthe paper isread, and its teachings
become known, these trial subseribers
become permanent ones, and they gen-
erally interest others to join 'in ‘wtill
farther widening the field of its useful-
ness. No one is prohibited from sending
ten, twenty or fifty new subscribers, if
possible. The more the better, for the
canse we ropresent. :

Sympathy with the Heathen.

The old Attic laws, accredited to Trip-
tolemus, direeted: ‘“‘Let all sacrifices be
performed with the fruits of the earth.”
This, be it observed, when the Jews—
accepting their own story as genuine—
were sacrificlng dovés, and rams and
bullocks, and their first-born sons and
fairest daughters to Jehovah. Our dom-
inant religlon claims to inherit its faith
as a successlon to the Judale.
junior God, Jesus, they say, was & final
sacrifice, made to the Father to appease
his great anger; and they call those who

| merely offered the fruits of the earth in

sacrifice Pagans. Poor Cain, who ap-
proached the altar with the first fruits,
was repulsed by God, and turned away
in disgrace; while Abel, with his bleat-
ing lambs and bellowing bullocks; was
welcomed b¥ the Lord of hosts.
In spite o

turies, our sympathies go out to ‘Cain,
and to the Attic worshipers, instead of
to those who sprinkled their altars with
the blood of the slaughtered; and this
though the church c¢ondemn us as
heathen.

The Bible u Delusion.

Talmage, late of the Brooklyn Taber-
nacle, some years 8go, in one of his pul-
pit performances, showed his faith in
the supernatural, in this way:

“The moment' yoi! begin to explain
away the miraculous and supernatural
you surrender the Bible. Take the su-
pernatural out of theé Bible, and you
make it a colleption of lies and imposi-
tion in preference ito which I prefer
Asop’s Fables, They are what the
retend to be—fables. But if, after all
that the Bible declares, Jesus isnot God,
and Lazarus was not .ralsed from the
dead, and the water 'was not turned into
wine, and the'Red Sed was not divided
and inanswer to praysr Hezekiah's boil
did not get well, then the Bible is the
worst delusion ever perpetrated in God's
Universe.”

The reader will make his own deduc-
tion; we have no inclination to do so.

A Suggestion.

The Sunday mewspapsr is a very
wicked institution, not because of the
character of the .educational matter
which usually graces it8 columns,but the
preachers say, it keeps its readers be.
cause, away from the church. Brigham
Young, in his day, wishing to getthe
young under his influence, intreduced
popular airs into his: church choirs, and
Fave as a reason, he could not afford to
et the devil have all the good music.
If some sprightly {)ulpibeer, like the
witty Talmage, would revise and mod-
ernize his stereotytged .prayers, make
his sermons instructive instead of sensa~
tional, and add- some plantation melody
to the tune of the lamented Jim Crow,
or Old Dan Tucker, we think we could
promise him’' full houses, and perhaps
the necessary money {0 reconstruct his

God-cursed "and- thricé-burned taber-
nacle, - Sl ' o

Their |

the judgment of the cen-

| THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.

AFTER CHRISTMAS,

Reflections in Regard tp Its
Climates and Religions.

sas City Journal, ~

PUBLISHED BY SPECIAL PERMISSION,

2We are yet in the. atmosphere of
i Christmas, t
about it this morning, retrospectively,
and see it in the perspective of experi-
ence. It is a benediction to see so man
eople happy-—happy in recelving an

apgy in gliving. Christmas being a
birth celebration has come tobe dedi-
cated to the ohildren, Kris Kringle and
Santa Olaus are but the same traditional
personage under different names.

People are not disposed to look erit-
ically at a thing that brings so much joy
and gladness to so many hearts and that
at least once a year revives the brother-
hood sentiment of humanity, The
church was wise in making it the natal
day of the Nazarene, thus blending the
ancient sun day with the modera Mes-
siah, and making it the one. cosmopoli~
tan flouday. The week i8 devoted to
holid%y uses, because the dying, the
buried and the risen year covers the
period.

But as adult years solye the riddle
and learn the real story of Santa Claus
without harm, so may the more ripened
intelligence of the world learn the true
story of Christmas without detraoting.
from its interest or its reverence. Ig-
norance and bigotry get drunk during
the holidays, but educated minds are
made ha %y by the story of the early
myths of the race. The story of Bethle-
hem is a beautiful one, and married to
the day of the sun-god only unites all
men in one invoeation of happiness
which is the essence of the gospel of
both.

SBome years ago in a review of Christ-
mas and its lessons we gave out some
suggestions as to its origln that may be
again rehearsed for the uses of the adult
intelligence alluded to. And that was
that our religious traditions were no

lanetery—but restrioted and zonal.

he story of the sun-god and thelegends
of Christmas could never have been
born among & people famillar with
steam as motor, railroads and steam-
ships and the telegraph wire—because
to the modern instructed there is no day
or night in the primitive sense, and no
seasons in a planetary meaning, What
a figure Banta Claus or Kris Kringle
would have cut Tuesday morning with
a team of reindeer, hitched to a sleigh
Eiled with fur robes and a fur cap over

is ears in Australia in the heat of mid-
summer, Yet that is just what they
have there now.

Then, again, the literature of a peo-
ple who have never known anything
outside the tropics would be barren of
the enchantmeonts of spring-time, sum-
mer, autumn and winter that meke ours
to them a continnous fairy tale, A poet
has never been bornin the tropies, nor
has any one yet arlsen in the outhern
hemisphere to canonize and embalm
with romance the mysteries of marsu-
gial life. In short, the planetary ideal
as not yet been embodied in any wor-
ship of any deity. The religion of hu-
manity, so far asits literature is con-
cerned, i8 as much a thing of the North
temperate zono as it was when the whole
earth was bounded by the geography of
the Mediterranenn shores. In Armenia
to-day, the legendary birthplace of the
race, the fierce hatreds of a tribal relig-
ion are being inflicted amid the deep
snows of that cradle of faiths.

The death of the year, its sleep in the
under-world, is one of the most beauti-
ful ideals of the race, but it is the nat-
ural child-of the North temperate zone
and ocould have been born nowhere else.
From the day the sun seems to eyen
mathematics, to stay at one place, until
on the third day it shows change of time
once more, was most poetically regarded
as the sleep of the old and tired year,
and the morning when the signs of the
sun’s return journey became appareat to
'observation was fixed as the %hthda,v
of the new year. And it still lives and
will always live to our portion of the
planet as the most impressive sugges-
tion of the eternal providence that per-
vades the unlverse of life,

But to the denizen of the South tem-
perate zone, all these are transferred to
the Z5th of .}une, and some day the modi-
fying influence of reversed seasons and
phenomena will tell its story in the lit-
erature and religion of that part of the
planet. The story of the shepherds in
the fleld at night with their sheep would
be more in harmony with the December
conditions of New South Wales than of
Gegrgia, but there the parallel would
end.

No wonder the early crusades in the
name of religion were made against
science, for our religious traditions have
never beep in harmony with the true
concept of the creative power—or rather
with ‘the concept of a creator of all
worlds. This zonal religious ideal has
been the cause of the dwarled concep-
tion of God in all ages and even now,
It 1s aleo the legitimate inspiration of
mythology and the pantheistio idea as
1o the gods that ruled the seasons and
directed their phenomens.

‘We are not criticising these things,
even, for our zone constitutes within
itself the highest planetary conditions
for the development of humsanity, and
of necessity always must—at Jeast while
the inclination of the ‘globe ramains
what it 1s now. But we deny ourselves
the full measure of our possible happi-
ness by shutting our eyes to the trus
ocauses that underlie our position on the
planet and our relations fo the intellect-
ual development of the race. We are
and will ever remain the leaders of hu-
manity, until the position of the planet
is changed by some catastrophe, such as
may have otcurred to iive us the place
we Have. ‘We cannot, then, afford to be
fgnovant of what that relaton truly is—
and why, - : ;
" The fauna and flora and climatic ele-
mients of the tropics declare'its stagnant
or balanced conditions, and tell us as
plainly as though written over it that
there is not change enough there to
stimulate progress. It islike the spleen
of the human organism, a sort of mag-
netic reservoir,where is storéd the forces
to be drawn..upon to feed the vitality of
the more active portion of the world.
And when we come to examine the
aboriginal faune and flora of the South-
ern Hemisphers, we find it more rudi-
mentary in all respects than our own,
and both _ |
tinct—marspial, so tp-speak, in all de~

.

By Ooi. R. T. Van ‘Horn, in Kan- =

and it may be as well to talk |:

in form and mentality-dis-j.

Hels dee})ly interested in the Ency-
clopedia of Death, and Life id’the
SP rit-World, and -is new writing to ll
his friends to send in ‘a yearly subscrip-
tion to THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
and 50 cents for the Encyclopedia. He
would not be without the book if he had
to pay five dollars for it. If the bool'is
not sold in connection with a yearly
subscription to THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER, the price is 81.60.

D. D. Glass, & most excellent medium,
says: ‘“Vol. I, of The Encyclopedia of
Death, and Life in‘the Spirit-world; has
been received. 1 deem it one of the
most wonderful books I have ever had
the privilege of reading.”

partments. Thera are no acdidents in
world building—all we have to do is to
learn the secret of world ‘formation,

We were speaking of the literature of
our religions and {ts harmony with the
ghenomena of the North Temperate zone,

ut we could have said that no other
part of the globe had any literature at
all. We ought to be able to see from this
feot that this planet is yet young, and
incapable of producing the higher f’orms
of life save on a very restrioted portion
of its surface, and that the other por-
tions are the storage localities of plane-
tary forces necessary for the support of
conditions that produce the higher forms
of life. This makes of our planet an
entirely different thing from what we
have been accustomed 1o think it was—
or rather our ideas formed without
thinking.

If this is not the fact, then the pur-

ses of the Creator will not be fully

eveloped until the whole planet—all its

zones—is ripe for the produotion and
habitat of the highest forms of life and
intelligence. Or until the tropics and
beth hemispheres are 1‘))eopled with a
population stimulated by climatic in-
fluences and inspired by natural phe-
nomena in common with the highest
demands of a homogeneous humanity.
These thin%s will be as plain before the
intellect of the future man as is the
Present condltion before the world of
nstructed science to-daiy.

These things may all be, and yet the
humanities and legends, fables and faiths
of the race be all combined in making of
Christmas the gala .dpy and the grand
festival of all men. The antipodean and
the worshiper of the Southern Constella-
tions can join with us because it com-
memorates the birth of the spiritual
conception in man, and tells the ages to
come when the poetic and religious na-

gnd worship. It doesp’t detract from
the beauty of its legends.to know that
they are such, and that our ancestors
were equal to the evolution of a mythol-
ogy that in its beauty and sublimity was
worthy of the gods it created.

FARMER RILEY,

Seances at Detroit, Michigan.

.. Farmer Riley spent nearly a week in
our city recently, and gave four of his
materializing seances. One of the se-
ances was held at the residence of Mr.
and Mrs, Dorman, and was, s0 to speak,
a corker. Nearly every ohe of the fif-
teen sitters had some relative or ac-
quaintance from the spirit side of life
greet them. .

One of the matetializations was a
young lady of thirty years, a cousin of
mine who passed out in Western New
York, and was known by no other sitter
t}han myself, but was fully recognized

y me,

Mr. and Mrs. Dorman had a like ex-
perience. An old neighbor of theirs
when they lived in Washington, D. C.,
a machinist by trade, called Mr. Dor-
man to the cabinet, shook hands with
him, and held hie face olose to his, to be
fully recognized and identified. "He was
pronounced by Mr. Dorman to be as
natural a8 when last seen by him in the
materlal, some eight yearsago. As Mr.
Dorman stood by the cabinet the form de
materialized, holding the curtains apart.
Mr. Riley was plainly seen sitting in
his chair as this form sank to the floor,
Allow me to say here that we had light
enough s0 we could see everything in
the room distinet and perfect.

During the whole seance we had
twenty-nine forms; nineteen of them
came at the last sitting. Many mes-
sages, written on slates, were received.

e all {om in saying that material-
ization no longer is & belief, but as dem-
onstrated through the mediumship of
Farmer Riley, itis a knowledge. We
all feel very grateful that we had the
privilege of gaining that knowledge.
CARR. -

-

Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond’s Life
Work., _

This highly interesting work is now

fresh from the press, and ready for de-

livery. It should have én extensive sale,

Price$2, postpaid. - For sale at this office,

Encyclopedia of Biblical Spirit-
ualism, ol

Send in your dollar at’ once to Mosés
Hull to pay for hisnew work, - Every-
body will want it, for there is data
therein that will prove. invaluable, Di-
rect to him at 20 Chicago Terrace,
Chicago, Tl KL

o,

The best anodyne and expectorant for
the cure of colds, ecoughs, and.all throat,
lung and bronchial troubles, is urdoubt-

specific for colds and coughs admitted
on exhibition at the Chicago World’s

Fafir. :

Kearsarge, the namé of a Maine moun-
tain; signifies *The Pine Mountain.”"
B . . ! . )

1 To raE Enxwon:;For départ,ed

‘brother, Dr, A. T.

ture of man first found its inspiratlon| faq

wdly Ayer's Cherry Pectoral, the .only]

PUSHED OUT.

“King Jacob Beebe,’f

———— -

‘ple to busy themselves with earth’s

Zens, is common. But,{tis very apt to
result in the injury of those on the mun-
dano plane, This is obsesslon. ‘Tt §s
natural a8 it is common, Not one per-

¢ |'son in twenty knows the meaning of the
In conversation with a] .

‘word oObsess,
young or middle-aged man, a judge of

‘{one of our courts, I spoke of obsession

and he asked whﬁ .that was? My
‘tion over a case of supposed insanity.
He diagnosed the infirmity to be og-
‘session, )

- ¥Obsession] What's that?” asked the
other M. D,, Who was between sixty and
seventy years of age,

" These items ma,
the general lagk o
on this subject,

' THE CASE OF KING JACOB.

~Over twenty years ago one Jacob
Smith killed a man in Butler county,
California, through causeless jealousy.
He was indicted for murder and his
trial resulted in conviction of insanity.
From that time on he was, up to his
death, an inmate of the asylum in this
city. He was a “‘trusty,” and went about
the city without harm or offense.

-He called himself *King Jacob Bee-
be.” There was novelty in his insanity.

. Learning that his case was somewhat
unusual, the writer invited King Jacob
to an interview.

As he Introduced himself at my of-
fice, he sald: “The King himself was
un,able to call this morning, but we are
of the king's household, and we will take
apy command there may be for him."”

ing Jacob never uses the pronouns I
and my, but always sais we and our,
and thus for this, he speaks of himself in
the plural number, we.

-1 inquired how long he had been in
the asylum? He answered: ‘Fifteen
years,”

“Why are you there?” .

““Well, we had to kill & man up North‘
and therefore we were brought here.’

“You said the king could not come.
What {5 the king’s name?”

""“Wam-ma-ha.”

As I began to write 1t, he sald: ‘“You
cannot write; we will write it for you.”

He wrote: ‘‘Whey-mha-hey;” his “u”
was ‘‘q,” and the e had the broad sound
of the final a as in Omaha.

I notice you speak of yourself in the
plural number, a8 if there were two of

oun. How {8 that?”

“Well, it 1s a long story, but you see
we had to kill a man. e did not like
to do it, but we could not helgo it.
We had to get possession of thus body.
It wos & hard tussle, and it took a good
while, but we finally succeeded.”

““Whose body is this which you oc-

cupy?”
‘Jacob Smith’s.”

“Who i8 Jacob Smith?”

“He was & farmer, up in Butte county,
formerly from Peansylvania.”

“If you occupf( Jacob Smith's body
where is the real Jocob Smith himself?”

With an {ndifferent toss of the head,
he answered: *‘O, he’s gone off.”

“Do you think it is right to dispossess
Jacob Smith and take possession of his
body?”

o ) it's an even exchange; he is satis-

give some ides of
knowledge there i

+*Who, and where were you befone you
took possession of this body?”

““We were nothing, We werenobody.
We were a chicken and they cut our
head off.” .

On further questioning I could obtain
from him noidea of the whereaboutsof
the disembodied Jacob Smith, nor could
1 elicit one word of compunction for his
confessed usurpation of another man’s
physical organism. In arambling way,
the burden of his thought was that his
people had been wronied; that this
country was theirs, and had been taken
from them by vioience, and they, the
rightful possessors of the soil, had been
driven from it to foreign parts; that in
some vague manner he seemed to con-
nect his present situation with that an-
cient conflict.

Iinquired, “Where did you get pos-
session of the name Beebe?”

“When we g'ot possession of thus body
nota word was spoken, not a wor
gaesed thus lips for sixty days; and the

rst word that was spoken at the end
of that time was Beebe, and as we were
Y'n man child when we were born, and the
name of thus body was Jacob, we were
called Jacob Beebe.”

The expression being ‘‘born,” seemed
to answer to his advent into that per-
sonal tenement of Smith's.

I am informed that the testimony of
the neighbors who were acquainted with
the history of this singular case, cor-
roborated this statement, that after the
murder, Jacob Smith was speechless for
several weeks.

“Has Jacob Smith, whose body you
have here, any family?” :

“Q, yes, he has boysand girls; his old-
est son, John, and two daughters are
married. They sometimes come to see
us. One time they said to us: ‘Pap,
what makes you behave so?’ "

Here the old man laughed at the aﬁ-

arent absurdity of Jacob Smith's chil-

ren calling him—King Jacob Beebe—
“Pap.”

~This was unquestionably a clear case

of obsession—a typical examgle.

here was another case of obsession
of which I had some knowledge. It was
over on the opposite side of the bay
O ot e ot hold of & yo
- efuit priest got hold of a young
iady, Miss Vg on tie street.
. Allofa sudden a strong and distinot
volce spoke in her ear these alarming
words:
. ‘%Tam God Almighty; you must pray
to'me.”
‘“The young woman ran home terribly
frightened. From that time for two or
‘three yeara she ‘was most fearfully tor-
ented before she got relief. Her his-
tory of jesuitical experiences would be a
long and vile one if written a.dp

. Dr. Freeman J. Bumstead, who de-
parted this 1ife from New York, returns
‘to-admonish us and says: <

tFor God's sake awaken to the awful
reality of spirit obsession. There isa
s}i)glere right above you that is full of
diseaged spirits, and all you have to do
j§ to open the mental conditions, and
like Jacob’s ladder, they will descend’
upon you in a perfect stream.” He says
{rom his point of observation, monoma~
alacs are r%ely victims of obsession.
Stockton, Cal. ~ A. 8. HopsoN, M, D, -

'~

1 Iy you want & reliable dye that will|
color an even brown or black, and will|"

lease and satisfy you eve v%hﬁnie,‘ use
uckingham’s Dye for the Whiskers,

|

, waa in consulta-| ¥
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" WANTED.

50,000 NEW DEPARTURE
SUBSGRIBERS.

AT FIFTEEN CENTS FOR THREE MONTHS!

50,000 WANTED,

|[New Departure Subscrip-

tions.

—,

Hudson Tuttle’s New Story.

We desire to advertise far and wide
our New Departure and our plans for a
Publishing House. Wo want every
Spritualist in the wide world to know
what we are doing. A Publishing House
is to be built up on the co-operative
plan. Profits will acerue at once to those
who purchase the books It publishes.
No stock sold; no bonds issued; no gifts
received; no bequests solicited; no dead
men's shoes wanted, and nobody swin-

dled.
A Part Owner.

Each subscriber becomes, as it were,
a part owner in THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER, an®he can purchase many of
the books it publishes at about half the
usual price.

Take Notice,

Now, in order to advertise our plans
we will send out Our New Departure
Subscriptions for THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER three months fop 15 cents,
and the first nine chapters of the story
by Hudson Tattle, so that all can read
it complete. It is really the best story
he has ever written. We ask every sub-
scriber to ald us in this laudable work.

A Remarkable Paper,

We also will send out to each New
Departure Subscriber a copy of the most
remarkable illustrated paper ever issued
from the Spiritualist press, dated De-
cember 23, 1893, No book ever issued
contains more valuable information.

Remarkable Production.
First and fourth pages: They contain
an article from the pen of Moses Hull,on
“Christmas, Christ and the Cross.” The
information therein contained is inval-
uable to every reflective mind.

The Finest Presentation.

Second page: It contains an excellent
address by Mrs.-Cora L. V. Richmond,
intended to go forth in the book con-
taining the addresses delivered at the
World’s Parliament of Religions. It is
one of the finest presentations of Spirit~
ualism ever published.

An lllustrated Address.
Third page: It has an address by Ol-

‘ney H. Richmond, of the Temple of the

Magi, Chicago, on “Nebuchadnezzar’s
Dream—A Vision of Past Ages.” Itfisa
unique and valuable production.

A Masterly Production.

.Third and sixth pages: They have a
sensational article, illustrated, on “The
Trail of the Serpent--Landmarks of
Roman Catholicism in History.” It is
by one who has made a life study of the
quéstion., "It is a masterly production,

“* " Something New.
‘Fourth and fifth pages: They contain
%A Ritusl—Spiritual Funeral Service,”

by Hudson and Emma Rood Tuttls, The
services outlined are beautiful and ap-
propriate, and are intended to be read
where no suitable speaker ¢an be found
to officiate,

The Silvery=Tongued Orator.

Fifth and eighth pages: They contain
an address by that silvery-tongued ora-
tor, Hon. A. B. French, on "“Evolution
and Revolution.” It is beautiful and
brilliant throughout.

Original Thoughts on Christ=
mas.

Seventh page: It contains an intenssly

interesting article by that masterly

mind, Col. R. T. Van Horn. You should
not fail to see it.

A Beautiful Vision.

Eighth page: A beautiful production
by Miss Clara Marsh, on “A Child’s
Vision.”

The above addresses and articles are
splendid literary productions, and are
worth one dollar to every reflective
mind. No high-priced magazine ever
contained more valuable thoughts and
suggestions. This paper will be sent
fres to all New Departure Subscribers,

Bear in mind that we would greatly
prefer that these New Departure Sub-
scribers be Spiritualists. We want to
especially advertize our work among
them.

Now, let each one of our present sub-
gcribers secure one or more New De-
parture Subsoribers,

Bear in Mind.
Remember, pleass, that the New De-
parture subscribers get THE PROGRESS-
IVE THINKER three months

For Fifteen Cents,

our object belng to advertise as
widely as possible THE PROGRESSIVE
THEINKER Publishing House.

Hon, A. B. Richmond.

‘We publish this week amost excellent
lecture, delivered by him at Cassadaga,
last summer. The address was pub-
lished by a contemporary, but was so
full of egregious blunders made by the
reporter, that in order to place Mr,
Richmond in the right light before the
public, we take great pleasure in giving
it to our readers. It is certalnly a grand
production and will bear a careful pe-
rusal, :

Planets and People.

This is & new venture, & monthly mag-
azine, explaining the many mysteries of
occult astronomy, and presenting some
startling  facts in reference thereto. It
is fuperbly printed, finely illustrated,
and will undoubtedly have a large cirei-
lation. -Send ten cents to Ormsby &
Sprague, 169 Jackson street, Chicago
I, and get'a sample copy; or, batter
still, send ‘one dollar and have it visit
you for one year. ' : :

. The eé&ben moves by alternately ox- .

ndi:laﬁand contracting the foldsofifs - v
gﬁdy; qan earth-worm. - . . .

.




", Crawlordsville, Ind., this week to
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TEST CONDITIONS.
‘Wise Words from an oid Worker.

MRS. M. E. WILLIAMS—<HER POSITION
CRITICISED—POOR RULE THAT WILL
NOT WORK BOTH WAYS—SOME DIS-

. COURSES, o

To THE EprToR:—Mrs, M. E, Will-
fams winds up her statement of Ler late
experience in Paris with these words
(e8 published. in' THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER, Dec. -8, 1894); *‘Let your
European cities find mediums at home
to oufrage and insnlt, since that is your
idea of investigation.” ‘

Under the cirecumstances, these are
certainly narrow and unfortunate words
for a broad-minded woman and medinm
to utter. 'Will ghe condemn all Eurgps,
with its millions of inhabitants, because
& few young men mistreated her at one
seance? Are there none honett imall
Europe? As soon -asl read her state-
ment of the case,; I thought how nice it
-would have been for her to say some-
-thing like this: 5

“I am very sorry that some of you

. have so badly mistreated me.

- “'] presumed that you were all honest

" Investigators; but the results of thig’
meeting prove to me that some of you
are not what you should be.

. My reputation as an honest medium
is at stake here,and now for the sake of
truth and Spiritualism, and for the sake’
of my many friends here and in‘my own
dear country, I ask you—yes, I demand
that I shall be allowed to prove in this

_city thatI am what I claim to be, an
honest medium. I demand to beallowed
to hold one or more seances under strict

. test conditions, such as shall be just and

- fair for the sitters and myself. A-com-

mittes composed of a part or all of the

sitters and satisfactory to all parties,
may be apﬂointed to see that no gowns,
wigs, masks, eto., are in the seance-

. room or concealed on any person therein,

All doors, windows and other places of

_ egress or ingress shall be securely

fastened and sealed.

“This we did not do at this seance, for
the reason that I did not expect such un-
{air treatment as I have here received.

“I want to prove to Europe, asI have
_.to many in my own country, thatIam

not & fraudulent medium.”

How thousands of Spiritualists in man

arts of the world would have rejoice
gshe had done this, or anything to
prove that she was foully dealt with,

She further says: “I shall never
egain trust to specious promises of hos-

itality and protection, whether from
Baris, Berlin, St. Petersburg, Rome or
Vienna.” :

And now, it seems to me that if she is
not going to, any more, trust the honesty
of strangers, in those cities, she should
not expect to be fully trusted, she being
& stranger to tbem., Itis said tobea

or rule that won't work both ways.
So I would say that the moral of all this
is, that all mediums should demand at

1 sittings fair test conditions for them-
- Belves and the sitters.

And further, that those mediums who

. @re too sensitive to go under proper test

conditions, would better hoe corn or do

gome other useful work and forever let
public mediumship stricily alone.

Most all my life (forty-two years) I
have been making experiments, and by
hard and careful work made some dis-
coveries (which, by the way, I expect to
give to the world ere long), and when
explaining these to some of my friends,
by means of experiment, I have always
been carelul to make said experiments
under strict test conditions, not asking
bne to take my word.

There was & time I believed the Bible
to be the inspired word of God. This
belief resulted from taking what parents
and preachers told me as facts. Finally
the time came when I studied and
thought for myself. This wasfollowed
by a disbelief 1n the Bible being the in-
spired word of God. Thus, as 80 many
flo, I was fast drifting, from lack of
knowledge, into materialism, when,
Jortunately, I had a chance to investi-
gate Spiritualism, through the medium-
ship of that grand old man, Dr. James
Cooper, of Bellefontaine, O., and known

many of your older readers. Then

%gllowe not only belief but a knowledge

bf immortality.

Since then I have sometimes been
fooled for a time by other mediums;
therefore, my rule now is to demand fair
test conditions at every sitting, as I
believe that no medium hasa right to
Ek us to take his or her word as positive

roof in matters of such grave import.
nowledge is so much preferableto faith
pr belief, that I, for one, must have
jproof. L.
Judging from the tone of the spiritu-
listic press, I am glad to say that I
elieve that test condltions will in the
near future be the rule, and not the ex-
ception as it now is. Given a medium-
shfp which will place itself always under
roper test conditions, and ‘‘spirit grab-
Eers” will be out of a job.
J.G. SoTTON, M. D.

A Godd Move.

A Nat for Dr. Peebles to Crack.

LET HIM USE HIS EPISCOPAL HAMMER
ON IT.

4 . T. Taylor, member of the Leglsla-
“ture and State Secretary of the Amer-
jcan Protective Association, Washing-
ton, has prepared ai anti-Catholic
resolution which he will introduce at
the coming session of the Legislature,
and which he says he believes will be
assed and adopted by other legisla-
bures. The resolution is as follows:

" ¢WHEREAS, There being a great agi-
_ tation throughout the United States on

-*" meccount of the establishing of an able-

gate or delegate of an ecclesiasticdl
‘power within the boundaries of the
nited States of America; and
-+ WHEREAS, It is believed that Mgr.
" -Satolli, the said ablegate or delegate of
.~ the Pope of Rome, is. & menace to our
" free institutions; therefore, be it
) Resolved, By the -Washington Legisla-
" ture, that our Senators be instructed
- -gnd our Representatives:in Congress be
" requested to have said representative of
- 'said ecclesiastical power removed be-
yond the shores of the United States of
‘America.” . :
Will our literary friend; Peebles, try
- hig hand at, this nut? .~ :
S " DIVINE WRIGHT.

to
E,bor

"§n the canse of truth and reform. '
A man from Salt Lake City sends 81.50,
* ‘but does not-sign any nanggy He says we
.*. knew him at onetime. - .. _

' Mattie E. and. Ben F. Hayden

A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE.

SR
: It Was Painted by a Spirit Artist,

Througn the Medinmship of
L Mr. A, Campbell.

-To THE EDITOR:—Being a skeptic,
and investigating about epiritual truth,
I came, at a medium’s residence, across
some ofl paintings, which the possessor
claimed to have been painted by a spirit
artist. I could not believe such a thin
as that, but said, jokingly, thatI woul
like to have a pleture of my sister
Anna, if such was true. My sister An-
na died in 1881, when about five years
old, and was the youngest in our family,
and, I may say, the most sweet and
beautiful child I ever knew,  Our
mother missed her darling very much,
but is now with her in the summer-land.

On Sunday, December 2, I attended a
seance at Mr. A, Campbell’s residence
and received besides some beautiful
flowers, a typewritten message from
Anna, which read as follows: ‘‘Dear
brother, I am so0 glad to come to you to-
night and send this message. I am so
anxious to have my picture palnted for
you, and this is the only opportunity you
will-have of getting it done. The beau-
tiful Gujde gMary i here, and all send
love. I'am going toetherealize for you
to-night. Your loving sister and guide,
Anna,” . , :
- Monday, Deec. 3, I made arrangements
for a Eitting with Mr, A. Campbell on
Thursday, Dec: 6; but the guides put
the day off to Dec. 13, and ta Dec, 15.
Saturday, Dec. 15, between five and six
o'clock in the evening, the guides agreed
to give us the picture we asked for,
‘When everything was ready, I investi-
gated and searched the entire room,
locked the doors and put the keys into
my pocket. There was nothing in the
room, but four common wooden chairs,
a plafn table on which was a music box,
a little stand with a wooden hand, which
was afterwards operated by the spirits,
and a bureau. Mr. A, Campbell cut out
two pieces from the sides of the canvas,
and after I was convinced that all was
fair, I put the two pieces of canvas into
my pocket, and I have them yet, at
home. Then the canvas, belng magnet-
ized by me, was put on a chair in the
cabinet and a little dish with different
colorz of paint underneath the chalir.
The light was put out then, and I, with
the two Campbell brothers, sat down on
the three chairs, about eight feet from
the cabinet, and joined hands, singing a
song. Very spon forms materialized
and etherealized, among whom was m,
sister Anna. Some forms materializeg
and dematerialized right in front of us,
not two feet from our chairs, At once
the spirit artist appeared and showed us
the blank canvas, holding the same
close to our eyes, 50 that we could see
that there was nothing on it yet. Then
putting the canvas back on the chair
again, the artist commenced his work at
once; we smelled paint now. Aboutfive
minutes later it was announced by Azur,
Mr. A. Campbell’s ancient guide, that
the portraying was completed. Aszur
made a short speech then, explaining
the reason and purpose I got the paint-
ing for, and bade us farewell.

he gas was now turned up, and I had
before me the most beautiful picture I
ever saw in my life. Anna is simgly 8
beauty, and I am very proud to have
such a sister and guide over in the sum-
merland; and I am the very happiest
mortal to possess such a wonderful work
of art, painted in such & grand way. I
thank and his angels for it forever,
Very remarkable is this: that when
making the joking remark that I would
like to have my sister’s picture, she
must have been near me then and heard
it; this being in the northwest parb of
the city, and Mr. A. Campbell lives
south on 3lst street. Yet, not being
satisfied with this proof,I went to a
slate-writing medium of the West side,
who never saw me before, and I asked
my sister Anna menta.lsy this: Dear
Anna, tel] me the truth, did you mater-
ialize at Campbell’s, and is it truly your
picture, and did you give it to me the
way it i8 claimed?

Right away she replied onaslate, this:
“Yes, Brother Mathias, I did' come out
and the picture is really of myself as I
am in spirit.” Anna.

I do not think I am a skeptic after
this, Anybody who likes to see the
picture may call on me.

MATH., DEMMER.
" 250 Belmont ave., Chicago.

Probably True.

The following quotation is from a
fragment of newspaper, picked up in the
streets, written by whom, when, or
where published we have no means of
Imowing; neither was there sufficient to
indicate the general subject matter dis-
cussed, but somehow it seems to state
facts worth considering:

“The priest meets a demand of our
resent humanity, just as the, saloon-

eeper does. They are both effects
of the.degeneracy of man, and not causes.
If all the priests In existence were, with
one accord, to proclaim that they had
all along been deceiving their flocks for
purposes of aggrandizement, their con-
gregations would trampie them under
foot and replace them with others,
And if all the -saloons were closed and
their keepers imprisoned and hanged,
that proceeding would not have the
slightest tendency to prevent people
from drinking intoxicating beverages.”

The Forelgn Element in the Ma-
Jority. '

New York, with apopulation of 1,800,
000, numbers only 335,000 of American
born. The Philadelphia ‘Ledger” says
the Germans and Irish alone outnumber
the native born. There are 80,000
Russians and 64,000 Italians. Most of
this foreign element retains its foreign
language and the religion of the country
it represents. Said the pope to his
poutificial household on December 23:

“The faith is reviving among nations
who have come to recognize that civic
virtues and laws are not sufficient to
restrain the masses. It is, therefore, of
great importance that all should work
together for the purpose of making re-
ligion a force in public as well as private
life. It is the duty of rulers to lend
their support to rebgious creeds.”

Ones In power, ‘‘religions creeds” will
be sure to perpetuate its rule.

. Hell Gate was called by the Indisns
Monahtonulk, *Place of Bad Water,”

'Green. River, Ky.; was named after

Gen. Nathaniel Greene, of the Revolu-
tom, T L

BEYOND THE STARS.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE L,

love while they practice hatred and

ostracism and denounce their neighbors
with falsehood and malice. These are
they who could not enjoy the heaven of
thelr faith, if it were not in sight of the
hell of thelr belief. These are they who
believe that they are the' elected re-
cipients of God’s mercy, while - their
friends and neighbors were doomed and
ddmned by God’s degree before the
foundations of the earth were laid.
‘When I think of these creedal horrors
I ‘sometimes wish that the orthodox

- | heaven was in reality so far beyond the
| stare*that the spirits of its edintly, blood-.

thirsty throng might never again reach

H: lour earth, to poison the hopes of men

Any oue who sends us & new yearly
subseriber can have the Encycl%gaeﬂia
of Death, and Life in the Spirit~World,
for 650 cents, The subscriber can also
have it for 50 cents. Any one who de-
sires the book can easily get & new sub-
scriber, Try it.

A. W. Moore, & noted journalist, says:
“I was delighted beyond measure ' to
receive a coEy of your Enc{yclopedla of
Death, and Life in the Spirit-world. It
appears to be a remarkable volume, and
one that ¥ill open the eyes of the world
to many sublime truths in connection
with the ‘hidden self.’ ”

GENERAL SURVEY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6.

Mrs., Nellis Metcalt writes: ‘‘After
one month with us, Mrs. Ada Foye
leaves Bricklayers’ hall with a host of
friends behind. She has done & noble
work, sowing good seed, and has aided
our society financially, ss it has not
been our good fortune to be aided here-
tofore. Sunday evening, at the close of
her jengagement, she donated to the
sociely the sum of $30, which was a
grand surprise and gave us a new in-
spiration to commence the new year.
While it was not my pleasure to hear
all her lectures, what few I did hear

were remarkably good and practical, |

and in her tests she is undoubtedly the
best. We, as a society, desire publicl
to thank Mvs. 'oye for her earnest ef-
forts to bring our cause to its proper
sphere among the religions of the
world, and for her aid to us financially,
and would recommend her to any society
wmhm,g a hard worker and a grand me-
dium,’

Many have asked about the relation-
ship, If any, existing between W, H,
Bach and XK. Baoh. e will state for
their information that W. H. Bach is
the son of E. Bach, of Aberdeen, S, D,

W. T. R. writes from Aguew, Mich.:
“There has Eust closed a week of as suc-
cessful meetings as, in my opinion, were
ever held in this state. We had be-
come stale in our work, and needed help.
We sent to Grand Rapids, Mich., and
engaged Mrs. J. Lindsey. The life she
brought with her, and the soul-inspiring
truths she gave forth would have to be
witnessed to be appreciated. Those
heuvenly soul-strains of inspired music,
and song made every heart leap with
joY. Mrs. Lindsay should be kept at
missionary work all the time.”

Mrs. Mary A. Jeffery, the well-known
trance speaker and test medium, will
continue to speak for the Chicago Fras
ternal Endeavor Society every Sunday
afternoon and eyening, at 2:30 and 7:30
P. M., during the month of January, at
Lodge hall, 11 North Ada street. She
lectures upon subjects given by the aud-
ience, followed by tests of clairvoyant
readings, etc. rs. Jeffery would ke
to make arrangements with societies or
private parties to lecture and give tests
week evenings, witiin a radius of on
hundred miles of Chicago. She also has
a meeting at her parlors, 235 Superior
street, every Friday evening, at 8 P, M.

-Sarah E. Bromwell writes: ‘‘The
ﬁuides of the Spirit Endeavor Societ

ave conducted meetings at my resi-
dence, No. 1 South Hoyne avenue, every
Sunday evening for the past six months,
The parlors have been crowded with in-
telligent people, who were anxious for
tests and messages from their dear ones.
I have given short lectures (at times
selected by the audience), closing with
messages and psychometric readings.
The dark circles, on Tuesday and Friday
evenings, are growinlg very interesting,
My Egyptian guide, Flossie, joins me in
sending New Year’s greeting to you and
all co-workers in our beautiful phil-
osophy.

HE WANTS HONESTY,

And Genuine Manifestations.

To THE EDITOR:—In your issue of De-
cember 20th appears an article signed
“‘A, Hateh,” criticising Dr, Foreman for
demanding test conditions of material-
izing mediums. Mr. Hatch seems sur-
prised that the doctor should make such
a demand, at the same time stating that
he has acted as manager for good and
bad mediums.

those who seek the truth may not meet
tricksters, and thus convince them tha
Spiritualism is a delusion. :
e further states that our observa-
tions should satisfy us,and not to en-
danger the mediums’ life by grabbing
them. Ihave never heard of a medium

passing out under such conditions—they |
are never seriously hurtilbut I havebeen|,

where they wanted to whip the man that
grabbed them, and the medium who
made the remark was Owen Stevens. It
is my opinion that all who object to test
conditions are frauds, and my advice Is
to treat them as such. v :
‘When Mr. Hatch takes a demand for

test conditions as an insult, he uses very|. -

r judgment, for the geople have been

eceived so much that they demand test
conditions far and near, and no genuine‘,
honest medium will object to this right,.

I am a Spiritualist, and to me Bpirit-
ualism is a religion; its gfinciples are
for the advancement of all who investi~
g‘ate its teachings. I agree with Dr.

'oreman and all workers for the spresd- |

ing of truth. Let us all be united in
ridding our causes of frauds.. To me it
is the most unprincipled crime that can
be committed to deceive any one regard-
ing -their departed  friends, and dear
ones, and how often we have heard of

>| and seen it practiced. Let us all do otr

might. to bring the true advocates into
prominence and expose the frauds to the
world, is the earnest wish of -

W. L. DupLuy, |

i N

1f Mr. Hatch was true |’
to the canse he would expose the frauds, |
or, as he terms them, *bad,” so that

-} with teachings of divine hatred and the

horrors of a never-ending hell.

Conclusion.

Is it not strange that for long cen-
turjes past these cruel creeds should
have heen received &s a religion taught
by “diyine inspiration? That a loving
Creator should so formulate his laws for
the government of mankind as to render
their salvation almost impossible and
their 'damnation almost certain? That
he‘gave immortality to man only in his
hatred; to torture him forever? Is it
ot passing strange that a loving Cre-
ator should inspire men to write a book
to teach them what they must or must
not do to insure thelr final salvation,
'and yet that those instructions
should be so ambiguous that those who
réad them would differ in thelr inter-
pretation, and that because of this, in
thelr religious zeal, nations would make
war upon each other until the earth was
red- with the blood of contending
armies? Is it not strange that the logic
of the oreeds of earth should so long
have depended on arguments of bloody
teel and insiruments of torture, to es-
tablish the written truths of aﬁovinﬁ
God, while Sclence waged no war wit
her conflicting votaries, but appealed to
reason alone to establish theories and
demonstrations?

The Inquisition, with its racks and

incers, its wheefs, fagots and stakes,
ts moften metal and burning irons,
is purely & theological institution, and
belongs to the creedal warfare of the
followers of the Nazarene, who said:

“Think not that I come to send peace
on earth; I come not to send peace, but
a sword.”

And most truthfully has that terrible
enunciation been fulfilled. Think of the
logic of the atonement! A Savior of
mankind came not to save, but to de-
stroy. He whose almighty power could
raise the dead, and still the winds and
waves on the Sea of Galilee, either
could not or would not assuage the
angr?; passions of his professed follow-
ers; but sent the sword to destroy thou-
sands whose onls crime was that they
did not alike understand the teachings
of his divine law.

RELIGION OF SPIRITUALISM.

Oh, consistency! thou art indeed a
jewel.” From all these creedal horrors
of the past, with what pleasure do we
turn to the beautiful religion of Spiritu-
alism, with its convifiting demonstra-
tions” and philosoph{y; its proofs of im-
mortality and the fatherhood of God;
and although on earth we may never

home among the stars, yet if immortal-
ity be given us we may safely trust our
future to that power-that formed the
landscapes of earth, painted the forests
and flowers and made the human heart
the abliding-place of the lovesand friem'i-

4 ships of life.

If spirit phenomena be true, then do
we know, from evidence stronger than
roof of Holy Writ, that if the soul once
ives it can never die. §;

KNOWN TO ALL PEOPLE.

It is & significant fact that the phe-
nomena of Spiritualism has been known
to all people during all past ages.

Q[ Every religion of earth is based upon a

belief in spirit visitations, and in the
philosophy of life and death; why should
not those who have crossed the
mystic river be permitted to return
to comfort those they loved in
life? The art of the world records the
truth of this fact in bronze and marble,
while the pages of literature glow with
song and story in its verification.
Nothing more beautiful has ever been
written than the tradition of the ancient
Norsemen, by the celebrated medium,
Lizzie Doten, in her charming poem:

THE RAIN BOW BRIDGE.

'Twas a faith that was held by the
Northmen bold,
In ages long, long ago
That the river of death, so dark and
cold, : R
‘Was spanned by a radiant bow;
A rainbow bridge to the blest abode
Of the strong Gods—{ree from {ll,
When the beautiful Urda fountain
flowed,
Near the ash tree Igdrasil.

They held that when, in life’'s weary
- march,
They-should come to that. river wide,
They. would set their feet on the shining
arch , -
And would pass to the other side,
And ‘they sald that the godsand the
heroes crossed
‘Thst bridge from the world of light,
To strengthen the soul when its hope
. . seemed lost, ’
In the conflict for the right.

O beautiful faith of the grand old past!
50 simple, yet 50 sublime,
A lght from that rainbow bridge is
cast

. _-casb
Far down o'er the tide of time.
We raise gur eyes and wé see above
The soulb in ‘their homeward march;
They .wave their hands and they smile

.. inlave
. From the height of the rainbow arch.
‘We know they will drink froin the foun-
© - tain pure
.. That springs from the tree of life
We know that their spirits will rest so-
eure - :
.~ Frotn the tempests of human strife;
So we fold our hands, and we close our

i @yes, .
And we strive to forget our pain,
Lest . the weak and the selfish wish
.. -should rise, »

- To ask for them back again,

The swelling tide of our grief we stay,

‘And we ask if over that shining way

-~ They shall never mors return.

0, we oft forget that our lonely hours

- Are known to the souls we love .

‘And they strew the path of our life with

© " flowers, : .

From-that rainbow arch above:

We hear them call, and their voices
. sweet . - : o

" ¥ioat down from that bridge of light,

learn all the secrets of Spirit-life and its |

ila our warm-hearts fondly yearn,{.

THE PROGRESSIVE!THINKER.

/

Writing to his friends everywhere to
purchase The Encyclopazdia of Death,
and Life in the Spirit-World, and make
some one a Christmas preseni of itand
THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. The
book and a year’s subscription to the
paper only costs 81.50. The book is only
sold in connection with a yearly sub-
soription,

Joseph Beals, s0 prominently known in
conneotion with the Lake Pleasant
Camp-meeting, says: “I have read The
Encyclopedia of Death, and Life in the
Splirit-world
feel that it {s a book well caloulated to
do missionary work., It ought to have
a large circulation.”

Where the gold and crimson and azure

meet,
And mingle their glories bright.
We hear them call, and the soul replies,
From the depths of the lifé below,
And we strive on the wings of faith to

rige
To the height of that radiant bow.

Like the erystal ladder that Jacob saw,
Is that heautiful vision given,
The weary pllgrims of earth to draw
To the life of their native heaven,
For 'tis better that sonls should upward

tend
And strive for the victor's crown,
Tha? tg ask the angels their help to
en
And come to man's weakness down.

That rainbow bridge in the crystal

dome,
O’er a swiftly lowing tide,
Is the shining way to the spirit home
That lies on the other side.
To man is the tempest-cloud below,
And the storm-wind's fatal breath,
But l;fox' those who cross o'er that shining
oW ’
There is no more pain nor death,

O, fair and bright does that archway

stand
Thmugh the silent lapse of years,
Fashioned and reared by no human
hand,
From the sunshine of love and tears.
Sweet spirits, our footsteps are nearing

fast
The light of the shining shore;
We lsha.l cross that rainbow bridge at
ast :
And g"reet you in joy once more.

Passed to Spirit-Life.

Mrs. J. Wood Porter, a life-long Spir-
itualist, of Los Angeles, Cal., passed to
Spirit-life December 25, 1884, at 12:15

. m, The funeral was conducted by

r. Ravlin, who read the poetical lines
penned for the occasion by her surviv-
ing partner, under impression.

Mehitable D. Dodge left the mortal
body at Sacramento, Cal., Nov. 13, 1894,
aged 13 years and 10 months. She was
& native of Montpelier, Vt., and fort,
years a BSpiritualist. She subscribe
for the first PROGRESSIVE THINKER
coming to Sacramento. It was her staff
and delight. Her pathway was strewn
with spiritual light and moral worth.
She sank to rest with a full knowledge of
a brighter home beyond. Many people
assembled to hear what a Spiritualist
minister had to say of life and death.
*‘The shadows we make here reach be-
yond the %mve,” was the subject most
1nterestingly portrayed by eloquent in-
visible preachers, through the medium-
ship of Mrs. W. 8. Cowell, of East Qak-
land, Cal, ‘

——

On the 17th day of December, 1894,
from St. Louis, Mo., Mrs. Hester Algen
Pears passed on to that better land,
from. consumption, leaving a husband,
two sons and a daughter, one brother
and four sisters, and many warm friends
t0 mourn her absence. Shall I say
mourn, when it should be: Rejoice that
her freed spirit has no longer to con-
tend with that dread disease, consump-
tion, but, released from ghys{cal suffer-
ing, she will now be able to wear the
garments of the spirit most royally.

he was so patient and hopeful to the
last, wishing she might live with her
mmxly longer, but ready to go, and
when the angel of releass came, her
wide-open eyes smiled a welcome, and
quietly they parted the curtains and
bade her enter into the home she her-
gelf had helped prepare by her good
works and loving, gentle deeds. Her
unselfish life made her a great favorite,

M. A. REED.

Dr, George . Bronson, of St. Albans,
Vermont, was suddenly taken from
earth-life at his homs, Dec. 20. He was
69 years 0ld. He leaves a wife and. five
children. Dr. Bronson was a Spiritual-
ist, and a worker. His wonderful gift
of magnetio heaun% had brought him
into & large fleld of labor." His thousands
of friends deeply regret that he was
taken from his work in the fullness of
his power when he was so much needed.

grateful hearts pour out & bless-
ing to this grand man ashe passes to
t’he joys of the higher life, 0. H.

““The Dead Man’s Message,” an occult
romance, lay Florence Marryat, The
author's wide experience in Spiritualism
and her study of occult science have
prepared her to write this romance,

.which wili be found laden with gems

picked up in the course of her investi-
gation and studies,” Cloth $1. For sale
at thisoffica. . .

“Voltaire’s Romances,” translated
from the French. With numerous il-
lustrations. These lighter works of the
brilliant Frenchman, and invincible en-
emy of the Catholio bhurch, are worthy
of wide readin g, - Wit, philcsophy and
romance are combined, with the a{-ill of

'} & master mind. Price 8150, For sale

at this office. - -
Cape Fear Riveris a cofruption. The
name was originally- Cape Fair River.

with great interest, and |

OTHERS,

, ; Oﬁre You.
AYER'S
Sarsaparilla,

GLGANINGS
FROM THE ROSTRUM.
BY A. B. FRENCH.

————

This work {2 one that every one should read. It
besms througboyt. with rare gemns of thought, prac-
ticnl &8 well 88 profound, here {s sunshine and
beauty in every sentence uttered. Thie work iy dedi-
eated to the nuthor's favorite sister, Sarsh French
Farr, now passed to Spiritlife. Hudson Tuttle, of
Beriln Hefghts,Ohto, giyes an interesting sketch of the
suthor's life. v

CONTENTS:
Dedication. .
Sketch of the Life of A. B, French.
William Denton,
Legends of the Buddha.

Mohammed, or the Faith and Wars of
Islam,

Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon
Conflicts of Life.

The Power and Permanency of Ideas,
The Unknown.

Probability of a Fature Life.
Anniversary Address.

‘The Egotism of Our Age.

What Is Truth?
Decoration Address.
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PRICE, $1.00, POSTPAID,

TIVEAINT
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PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.

A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF

Results of recent sclentific rescarch regarding the
orign, position and prospects of mankind,
From the Gernan of

DR. LUDWIG BUCHNER,

Author of “Force and Vatter,' Fesays on Neture and
8clence,” “Physiougical Pletures,” *Six Leo-
arwin,” Ete.

tures on

“The great mystcry of existence consists in Ferpet-
ual ang! unfnterrupted chapge. Everythingis {mmor-
ta! and {ndestructible—tho smailest worm as well as
the most enormous of the ecelestial bodies,—the sand
wrain or the water drop as well as the highest being in
sreation, man sud bis thoughts. Qnly the forms lu
which belng manitests itself are changing; but Being
‘tsolf ramains cternally the same and lmperishable.
Vhen we die we do not lose vurgelves, but onlf’ our
wersonal consclousness. Welive on lu nature, Inour
ace, in our children, in our deede, {n our thoughts—
n short, in the entire materlal aud physieal contribu-
{on whieh, during our short personnl existence, weo
.ave furnished 1o the subsfatence of mankind and of
wture {n general,"—DBuechner.

One vul.. post 8vo., aboat 850 pages, vellum cloth, ¢f.
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THE PSYCHOGRAPH,
DIAL P@@HETTE._'];

This Instrument is substantiglly thg same n‘ thag
emrlo{nelg:y Prof. Hare in his early investigationp;
In its oved form It has heen before the publlg for
more than seven years, end {n the handsof thousands
of porsons has proved its superiority over the Plan-
chette, and all other instruments which have'been-
brought out {n fmitation, bothin regard to certainty
and correotness of the gommunications recelved by
its aid, and as 8 means or developlng mediumship, |

Do you wish to investigate Spirftualism® ~

Do you wish to develop Mediumship?

Do you desire to recelve Cammunications®

The Paychograpb fs an invalusble sssistant. A
pamphlet with full directione for the )

Formation of Oircles and Cultivation

of Mediumship

with every instrument. Many who were not sware of
thelr mediumistic gift, have, after a few sitiings,
been able to receive delightful megsages. A volume
might be filled with commendatory lettora,
who began with {t as an amusing toy, found that the
intelligence controlling it knew more than thems
selves, and became converts to Spiritualism, I
Capt. D, B. Edwards, Orfent, N. Y., writes: *T hsd
communlcations (by the Psychograph) from many
other friends, even from old settlers whose grave+
stones sre moss-grown in the old yard. They have
been highly satlefactory, and proved to me that Spiry.
{tualism 18 Indeed true, and the communications hav
glven my heart the greatest comfort in the geveres
loss I have had of sou, daughter, and thefr mother,"”
Dr. Fugene Crowell, whoss writinge have made his
name famfiar to those interested In J)sychlc matters, -
writesas follows: “I am much pleased with the Pays
chograph. 1tis very ulmgle in principle and constryc
tion, and I am sure must be far nore senaltive tospir-

itual power than the one now in use. Ibelieve it will

. | Benerally supersede the lstter when its superior -

merlts becomo known."”

Seourely packed, and sent postage paid frem .

the manufacturer, for §1.00. Address:

HUDSON TUTTLE,

Berlin Heights, Ohfo.

A VALUABLE WORK.

Researches in Orientai History,,

Embracing the Origin of tho Jews, the Rise gnd Devele
opment of Zorvastrianism and the Derfvation of
Christianity; to which 18 edded: Whenoe OQur Aryan
Ancestors? By G. W, Brown, M, D, One of the moat

valuable works ever pablished. Price ¢1.80,

APOLLONIUS OF TYANA. = &
1dentified as the Christian Jesug. - -
A wonderful communication, explsining how his

lite aud teachings were utilizedto formulate Chrintls
anity. Price 15 cents. For sale at this office. !

Children’s Progressive Lyceum,

A manua), with dtrections for tho orgenization and .
management of Sunday scbools. By Andrew Jackaon -
Davis, Something tudispensable. T'rice %) oents.

=n [T C0STS YOU HOTHING

THIS HIUH-GRADE $00.00 MACHINE

reg)nmenu-
tion, No Behems, Weo piean just what wesay
A" This machine {syours fres. Nosuch opportunity bas

7} ever beforo boen offered. Wa shaljcontinue thieas M-
<} eral termg for only 6 abort time, Cut this cutand
ppq writo to-day. Bewing Machine Deparim’t TG81
OXFORD MFG. €O, 842)¥abash Ave.,Chicago

Edith Bramley’s Vision,

A thrilling appeal to all who are {nterested fnlearn®
fng how the grest forces of the Roman Cutholic
Church are secking to control all movements perta(n:
{ng to human progreas that are {n opposition to thoir
dogmatic religlous teachings.

How thiv s ﬂccomfulshud 18 described so vividly fa
“Edith Bramley's V{sion,” that it brings conviction to
tbe mind of every Intelligent reader. The workings of
tbis subtlc Jesuit power as disclosed in this remerk-
able narratlve, and what accompanies 1t in the form of
corroborative testlmony, will open s new avenue of
thought in the mind of the unprejudiced reader, as
well as enable him to account for many things, which
hitherto were vefled in mystery.

Read this story and ('.omEaro it with your own ob-
servations of events and things which are dally occur-
ring all over the world and you will be convinced of
the necessity for guarding well the citade! of Free
Thought, and of defending our institution of Free
KEducation n tho Interest of truth. Price, 15 cebts.

THOMAS PAINE.

Was He Juniuns?
By Wm. Henry Burr. Price 15 cents.

POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE

By Lizzie Doten. These pocins are as staple as
sugar. Q'rice ¢1.00.

Echoes From the World of Song.

A collection of new and beautiful songs, with
ongley,

musfo and chorus, fu book form. By C.P.
Price ¢1.25. Postage !3 cents.

" THE SPIRIT WORLD, |

A sequel to “There 18 No Death.” By Floreace .
Marryat, author of *'Tho Dcad Man's Mossage,” *“The -
Risen Dead,” “There 18 Ne Death,' cto.  Cloth ¢1.28,

BEYOND THE GATES.

By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. A highly entertaining
work. Price $1.00. .

AN INTERESTING BOOK. -

Tho Candie From Under the Bushel; or Thirtesn
Hundred and Bix Questions to the Clergy. By Wm.
Hart. Price 40 cents. .

MARGUERITE HUNTER,

A Narrative Descriptive of Life in
the Material and Spiritual
Spheres,

Transcribed by a Co-operatlve 8pirlt Band, combined
with chosen medla of esrth. 1t was given through fn-
dependent slate-writing. The illustrations were given
inoll paintings on porcelain plate by Spirft artists, It
s not a fiction, but a narrative of real life, withouta
parallel in the literature of Spiritualism, being a clear
and Bucclpct exposition of the philosophy, religion and
sclence of Spiritualiem. The book contalns 260 pages
with aix {lluetratlons in balf-tone, and twelve pages
in original lndercudcut writing. It {s beautifully
bound {n blue siik cloth, stampcd in silver. Price,
$1.25. For sale at this oftico.

Woman, Ghurch and Sfate,

A Historical Accountof the Status
of Woman Through the Chrise
tian Ages, with Reminis«
cences of the Matri-
archate.

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE.

—

HE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE IN-
formation succinctly and clearly stated in thls
volume of 554 pages {8 gmazing. The title, 88 above
given, fails to convey an 1dea of the fulness und com-
ngmnen with wbich the subjects aro trcated. The
atrlarchate, or Mother-rule, ig the theme of the first
chapter, in which much lore, quaint, qucer and curl-
ous, 18 brought to view in elucidation of the subject.
This is followed by chapters on (elibacy, Canon Law
Margnette, Witchcraft, Wives, Polygemy, Woman nnd
Work, Tbe Church of To-day. Past, Present, Futnre;
end therefs not s chapier in the book that {s not
haundled in a mssterly manner, and that for quantity
and quality of Information, {6 not worththe full price
of the volume. It {n packed with knowledge well-
arranged, and inteneely interesting from befinnlng to
end. Noone csngoqalbly regret buylngit; {t s a val-
uable addition to he ibrary of any froe aad truth-lov.

Ing mind. ST .
Price, $2.00. For< sale at this

office, P '
- THE DIAKKA.
'E DIARKA AND THEIR EARTH.

1y Victims, by the Seer, A. J. Davis, s 8 very in-
teresting and suggestive work, It Is an-explanation of

much that is falze and repuisive in Spirftusiism, em-!

bodnnv ‘most important recent interview with James
Victor Wilson, a resldent of the Summer-Land. Price
SDcents. Forsnale Bl this ofics L

POEMS.

By Edfth Willis Linn. A volume of sweet ou

fuys of a gentle nature, whe has no thonght of th

bitter crucity of carth-life, These are swect, winsom
aud restful. 1'rice 8100,

SEERS OF THE AGES.’

Embracing Spiritualiem, past and present. By J,
M. P'esbles, M. .  An encyclopedia of interesting
and (nstructive facts. Prico $2.00, R

LIFE, A NOVEL.

1t beams with advanoed thought, and is fasciaatings
Price, 50 cents.

BIBLE OF BIBLES.

By Kersey Graves, It will well pay perussl, Price §1.98 ©

PQEMS OF PROGRESS.

By Lizzie Doten. They are really valoable,

Price s1.00.
IMMORTALITY.

A poem in five cantos. “If a men dle, shall he liya?®
{s folly answered. By W. B. Barlow, suthor:of
Volees. Price 60 cents. : :

MIND READING AND BEYONb.

By Wr. A. Hovey. 200 pages, with {llustrations ot
tho subjects treated upon. Price 91.35. - R

TREE AND SERPENT WORSHIP
By A. §. Hudson, M D. Prlce.’m centa. s
Historical and Critical Review:
Of the Sunday question, It s fuvaluable, -By G. W,
Brown, M. D. Price 15 cents. o N

Achsa Sprague’s

In the Snherex. Price 20 cents.

THE DEAD MANS MESSAGE.

By Florence Mairyat, author of “A Scarlet Sin?

3

Experience

*How Likc a Womun,” *The Rléen Derd,” *Th
No Death*' eto. Cloth, $100. ad,” "There

A MAN AND HIS SOUL.

By T. C. Crawford, suthor of “Benstor: Stanley't
gtory,” “The Disappearance Syndicste,” ecto,
Frontispiece, $1.00, .

Physical Proofs of Another Life.
Letters to tho Seybert Commission. By Fropels J.

Lippitt. An {llustrated paraphlet. Worth its wol
in gold. Prlcoz.'n:em,u.p P . o '0"

A BANKRUPT HEART,

By Florcneo Murryat, suthor of *A Xesrict §in¥
“How Like & Womnan.” “Thr Dead Man's Mesrage™
“There 15 No Death,"” elo. Y'eper, i ccnts,

Real Life in the Spirit-Land. .-

r-']lre:; tuspleationslly by Mrs. Mcria M, King.
1t ]

b

THOMAS PAINE'S

Examination of the Prophecies.

A consideration of tho- patsages in the New Testa-

ment, quoted from the Qld; and called Prophecies Con-
oemning S

Jesty Onrlst. - Price 13 cents,

« e,

Toa
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~ . |cannot at present pay - for lecturer, can
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\

D aaa]

he’ Spiritualistic Field—Its
Vorkers, Doings, Etc.

ear in mind, please, that we cannot
%lish weekly reports of meetings,
Whenever a change is made in speak-
ers, or-anything of special interest, send
:>uga brief item, please. A great deal
\ can be expressed in a dozen lines; but
..~ long reports will not be used. Meetings
-are-of local interest only. We extend a
cordial invitation to all spealers to send
in their appointments to lecture, and
g’eneral movements, which will be read
y at least 40,000. We go to press early
quday morning, and items must veach
ug as oarly as Iriday or Saturday in
order to have immediate insertion.

Matthew Palmer, living on a farm
about two miles from Millington, Mich,,
cut his wife's throat and then his own
. 8gmetime between 7 and 9 o'clock Dec.
28, Palmer was fifty-five years of age,
x,',hp,d .seven children, owned two small
" farms and was generally prosperous,
In commenting on the above a subscriber
‘writes: ‘‘Mr, Palmer wasa member of
“;the’” M. E. church. There seemed to
exist a secret between them, which he
was afraid she would revcal, as she
threatened to.do at times when discuss-
ing. little differences. The deed was
done with a pocket-knife she had pur-
chased for one of her boys, costing 23
-'cents, He thought it too ;good for the
boy: and bought another for 15 cents and
:@exchanged with the boy.”

R, M. Williams writes as follows of
#Unjust Criticism:” “The remark is
often heard in regard to our spiritual-
istic papers: ‘I throw down the paper in
disgust on reading the mccounts of the
wonderful manifestations produced by
‘some of these médiums that I positively
know are the rankest kind of frauds.
‘Our .papers should not publish such
stuff.” Now the fact is, such persons do
not stop to think that the fault is not
with the papers; the papers cannot be
responsible for all the articles that are
sent in by over-credulous Spiritualists
who get carried away by these fake
‘mediums, The trouble is, there are too
.- many in our ranks who take everything
. for granted as genuine that comes
through these pretended mediums, and
'do not take the trouble to investigate
.their moral character and medium»ﬁ)ip,
‘What every Spiritualist should do, ac-
‘cording to my idea, would be to first
ascertain the moral standing of all me-
‘diums; second, that they should be sure,
y.simple test conditions, that the phe-
nomena are genuine, and, if not, to drop
" -them immediately and report the saine.
'The greatest drawback the cause has is
his class of fakes, who travel over the
untry and dupe the people. We have
ad several casesin Nashville. Purify
ur. ranks of this class of iimposters and
ur cause wlil come to the front as it
“never has before. All societies should
‘talke this matter in band and see to it
-that these imposters are shown up in
their truelight, as every honest Spiritu-
alist ‘knows full well the detriment it
‘works to the cause. Morality first,
:true mediumship next, now and for-
ever ”
"Mr. Harmount writes from Belvidere,
JI: “We have had the pleasure of a
-viglt from Mrs. M. A, Jeflrey, of Chicago,
‘who entertained her hearers with a lec-
.fure entitled, ‘Why do our spirit friends
eturn to strangers instead of their own
relatives or friends:’ also ‘To what ex-
nt can spirit power be used for heal-
‘ing?' The subjects were given by the
‘gudlence. She also gave some very ex-
-eellent tests. Belvidere has but few
‘Bpiritualists, but those few are holding
rivate seances and endeavoring™o do
hat they can to develop workers for
he'cause. With a few lectures like that
iven by Mrs, Jeffrey, and some develop-
ng circles started, as we intend doing,
there is 1o reason why Belvidere should
not be recognized as a Spiritualistic cen-
der,: We have in our circle at present
70 ‘seers,”’ 'five’ test mediums, four
‘prophets,’ man{ speakers and writers,
and;two whom the-controls say are splen-
id .subjects’for materializgtion, ok
-out for us; we :fnay:be.in the procession
on. -We expect-to secure Mrs. Jefirey
a'lecture each month.” - -

H.. H. Hutcheson writes: *As test
onditions for materializing mediums
_geems to be.one of the questions under
‘corisideration with the readers-of THE
"PROGRESSIVE THINKER, I wish to sanc-
‘tion.the. views of ,E. Bach and P. Q.
Kerr. Yes, by all means, let us - insist
on test conditions. A. Heath thinks to
demand test’ conditions is to humiliate
nd insult the medium. My .opinion is

.
L]

tion -will. be. . humiliated or:insulted
4hereat. ‘I consider it almost an ‘insult
for a medium to ask for aseance without
‘strict test ‘conditions. "I Know of one
msterializing medium (Mrs. ‘Wilcox of
JY.os Angeles, Cal:,) who will' not enter a
gabinet exceptunder the strictest test
“conditious, and:I believe none but frauds
wrill'object. ~I wish . to suggest what I
‘oonsider one of the best plans. Preparc
n sack long and wide enough to gncase
“the medium; let it be drawn on frim the
‘feet and fastened with a drawing string

yround the neck, and then sewed fast;

et The sack can be made of any ma-
gerial desired. This will be comfortable
nd will in no way torture the medium
»retard - manifestations; but frauds
‘not ‘put their feat in'it.’  Yours for
yenuipe or nona.” - - T g oo

that no genuine medium for materializa-.

dalso sewed.to the back of the cabi-]

S still lival? »

y |have services of inspirational speaker
und psychometric reader, fyee,”

ad-
dressing sealed letterk to Mis. F.. Cluett,
No. 224 Waldub st., St, Louis, Mo..

A subseriber writes: ‘I want to pro-
test against some of the high~sounding
phrases applied to some’speakers: and
mediumg, " I have heard spme who have
been praised ‘to’ the " skiés,' and they
were commouplace indeed, and a ~great

- | disappointment : to ‘me. - Coptribufors

should be more ‘temperate’ in their re-
marks.” . .

R. K. Robertson writes of the unifica-
tion - of humanity, through. natural
methods, :throtigh” the praciice of the
golden rule or natural law and sorder.
Order is the law, and the golden rule
the plank on which the builders stand to
accomplish the work.

The New Orleans Times-Democrat, of
December 24, gives & half-column notice
of one of Frank T, Ripley's public meet-
ings in that city. His subject was:
“I?einc&rnution; f,ts Tacts and Its Falla-
cies.” The speaker elucidated the
principles of the Spiritualistic faith ds
In comparison with the contradictory
arguments set forth by the writings and
teachings of reincarnationists, or theoso-
phists, He maintained that, accordin
to the belief of the latter sect, the soul,
in passing from the physical body, would
at once begin a course of retrogression,
returning by regular process into some
lesser and more despised earthly physical
existence, only to repeat this form of re-
trogression again and again until it
should finally drift into the lowest con-
dition of physical existence. As in con-
tradistinetion to this asserted evolution
of the soul, the speaker claimed that the
Spiritualistic faith was based upon the
conviction that the soul in passing from
the body in death—which is termed
“'simply a boon to overburdened human-
ity and a sweet transition or birth into
the life beyond”—only began a period of
progression, which should finally ter-
minate in spiritual perfection. The ad-
dress was followed with tests, in his
usual successful manner.

H. writes from Grand Rapids, Mich.,
to THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER: *‘Mr.
Bishop A. Beals lectured before the
Grand Rapids Spiritual Association dur-
ing December. This gentleman should
have increasing audieuces during =
much longer engagement, for there is
that in his character which deepens and
strengthens our respect as acquaintance
ripens, and makes his able lectures
more effective. Ie passes readily, in
cach address, psychometric readings
following, from prose to verse of a com-
paratively high order. Correct deline-
ations of character vequire the highest
owers of the control. His are excel-
cnt, and are often accompanied by evi-
dences of spirit retuwrn that are very
convincing. Few men have so graceful
a manner before an audience, and in
both matter and diction Mr, Beals’ lec-
tures compare favorably with those of
the best speakers on the spiritual phil-
osophy. r. L. V. Moulton, president
of the Michigan State Association, will
speak here during January, except the
first Sunday. when Dr. J. C. Batdor{,
president of this society, will lecture.”

Joe Trounson writes: “We are enjoy-
ing quite a sensation Lere at Grass Val-
ley, Cal. There is a genuine haunted
house, and last Sunday night four Spir-
itualists had a very satisfactory inter-
view with the spirit who hag been mak-
ing such a commotlon for the last two
months among the Pope's subjects. I
think he made a mistake in taking u
liis abode in that family, for he is muec
feared and hated and called Satan and
such names. He was very unreasonable
at first, but after being taught the usual
code of signals, he became communica-
tive and expressed a willingness to
answer questions all night. I hope that
some wlo were present will send you a
detailed account of it. Mr. Seaman
says he would not have missed the treat
for 100. I hope that every Spiritualist
will do his best to aid you in your noble
efforts for the elevation of the race.”

B. T. Small writes from San Francisco,
Cal.: ““About the 25th of October,
Walter Howell reached this coast, and
the most hopeful anticipations have been
realized. Mr. Howell has the faculty of
making people feel at their ease in our
social gatherings as well as in the
lecture hall. ‘Golden Gate Hall’ is the
prettiest in the city. Our evening au-
diencesare made up of themost cultured
people of the city. Mr. Howell's dis-
courses are educational and appeal alike
to the intellect and the heart. The
following subjects were treated in a
masterly manner by Mr. Howell: ‘The
Message of Spiritualism to the Interest
and Heart of Humanity;’ *Wha t Are
Our Evidences of lmmortality?” ‘The
Day After Death; ‘The Harvest
Home;' ‘The Bible in the Light of
Modern Spiritualism;’ ‘The Birth of
the Christ.” It is cheering to see the
new faces among us, and the growing
interest in our cause under the inspira-
tion of our new speaker, The constric-
tive work and reverent spirit in which
he criticises the beliefs of those who
differ with us in opinion tend rather to
win respect than to create enmity, and
the. spirit of reconciliation which he
manifests is doing much to unite all ele-
ments of our movement, which recog-
nizes high principles of ethies and the
need of reliable data as a foundation
upon which to build; We congratulate
ourselves in'having found the rightman
for the right place, and hope to build,
through our society, a mohument of
cultured “Spiritualism, Miss Rosina
Rosin, a most remarkable contralto
soloist, charms -our audiences morning
and evening.” ‘

J. B. writes from Milan, O.: “It was
a pleasure to me last Sunday evening to
listen to Miss Marguerite St. Omer,
whose name has become a household
‘word through THE™ PROGRESSIVE
THINKER, and from the reports given of
‘her from time to time;: I can verify her
ability as a psychometritt and  test me-
dium; although a perfect stranger to
her, she pointed her. finger at me and-
said: ‘Answer that letter by all meats, as
early as possible,” Thén sge told me the
purport of the letter, and character of
the business, which is in a Western

tests were given and acknowledged cor-
rect. Although not a Spiritualist, I can
now say I-have received proofs of a
return of spirits and that we can hold
communion with them, 8nd bring mess-
ages from those we always supposed
were gone forever, and waiting until
the last trumpet sounds before we cold
seo and hear them, I caii now say, like

: Towns‘aﬂjoining’St. Lotils, wis'hihg tof.
-|start Spiritualistic -services, and who

State. A large number of readings and|:

Apyone who sends us four trial sub-
scribers can have the Encyclopmzdia of
Death, and Life in the Spirit-World,
sent to him-for 50 cents, KEvery Spirit-
ualist will want the various volumes of
this Encyeclopaedia. Your library will
not be complete without it.

That veteran worker, Moses Hull,says:
“I am interested in the future volumes
of The Encyclopedia of Death, and Life
in the Spirit-worid. To-day I picked up

.{;our book again; positively T do no

now how to lay it down. Thereis so
much in itIhave wanted for years, L
shall read it and re-read it, and mark it
for reference. I am interested in the
future volumes of this work.”

The fifth meeting of the Saginaw
Valley Spiritual Association will con-
vene at Owosso, Mich., at Odd Fellows
Hall, corner East Maine and Park
streets, Jun, 12, 13, 1895, Saturday, 10 A.
M., executive board meeting, followed
by a general business meeting; 1:30 P.
M., election of officers, followed by con-
ference, conducted by Mrs. M. E. Root.
Subject: ‘“Suggestions for the Promo-
tion of Spiritual Truth,” led by Giles B.
Stebbins, of Detroit, and followed by
others. Recitations by Gertie Worster
and Alvin Farnsworth, of Owosso; 7:30
P. M., music; address of ‘‘Welcome,”
Mrs, Eva Payne Hopkins, Owosso; re-
sponse, Mrs. Dr. Sarah Allen, Flint,
musie; address by Dr. Fred Scliermer-
horn, Grand Rapids, Mich., followed by
tests; music, closing exercises. -Sunday,
10:30 A. M., music; annual address of the
president, D. P, Dewey, Grand Blanc;
address by Mrs. Martha I&. Root, Bay
City; 2:30 P, M., subject: ‘‘Spiritualism
us & Religion. Science and Philosophy,”
led by brief paper by Mrs. Eva P. Hop-
kins, and followed by brief addresses by
Giles B. Stebbins, Mrs, Dr. Sarah Allen,
D. P. Dewey, Mrs. Martha . Root, Dr.
Fred Schermerhorn, and probably oth-
ers; recitations by Mrs. Ferris, Bay City;
7:30 P, M., music; recitations by Nellie
Miller, Chesaning; music; address by
Dr. Fred Schermerhorn, followed by
tosts. Entertainment furnished visitors.
Mr. N. C. Payne, chairman entertain-
ment committee, Owossg.

Dr. 8. N. Gould writes: ‘“Much in-
terest in Splritualism has been created
in South Barre, Vermont, by Lucius
Colburn, one of our State speakers. He
has been instrumental in forming a
local organization of fifty members, and
the building of & mice hall, thirty by
fifty feet, which has been named Jnity
Temple. The officers of the society
are: President, B. P. Willey; vice-pres-
ident, Dr. George B. Nichols; secretary,
George Ward; board of managers, S. S.
Smith, Mr. Ward and Charlcs Heath.
On Sunday, December 30, Brother Col-
burn dedicated the temple to light and
truth, true social freedom and liberal
thought. Mus. Dr. Nichols improvised
a very appropriate poem, and gave
tests. Brother Colburn was at his best,
and gave a discourse thgt was very im-

ressive, and full of congratu{'ative

indness and encouragement to do good
work in their new temple for our glorious
cause. At the close a resolution was
adopted, thanking all for working so
diligently to build the temple. Mr.
Colburn has been with this people
nearly three months, speaking every
Sunday with great acceptance. He has
made many converts, and strengthened
many in the faith. He goes from this
society to the capital of Wyoming
State, where he is to speak for three
months. Then he is expected to return
to South Barre and speak for the soci-
ety. During the winter social gather-
ings and entertainments are to be held
at the temple. May much good be done
in the new temple in convincing all of
of the great truth of immortality.”

A. J. King, of Cleveland, O., writes:
“We beg leave tosay that Mrs, Effie
Moss, materializing, and Mr. John
Randall, independent type-writing me-
diums, have returned to Cleveland and
are now residing at 564 Scovill avenue.
I attended one of Mr. Randdll’s seances
and saw some good manifestations. The
seances are held under strict test con-
ditions, in the light. The- type-writer
is aregularly manufactured machine. It
is placed in the cabinet; the medium and
two others, taken from the circle, sit in
front of the cabinet, with their backs to
it. The paper used is in pad-form, and
is placed on the table beside the type-
writer, The spirit operator, when a
message Is completed, hands it out of
the cabinet, and takes another sheet of
paper from the pad and' puts it in the
machine and goes on with another mess-
age. The spirits also o the repairing
of the machine. Many messages were
recelved that evening, and some were
quite long.” -

C. L. Clark writes: “The North Side
Sniritualists here re-engaged Dr. Willis
Edwards for an indefinite time. The
society and the publicin general are
very much pleased with his services.
The society has also secured the services
of Mrs. Engstrom as pianist. :She is a
beautiful singer. Comeand hear herand
the Doctor, and we will treat. you well.
A watch meeting was held by the North
Side Society New Year's Eve. Dr. Ed-
wards had e programme prepared and it
wag carried out in good form. The
talent was fine; and the proceeds went
to the society.” .

. G, H. B, writes: “On .the 28th inst.
there was orﬁanized in Benton Harbor,
Mich., the Berrien _County. Spiritual
Association, with ‘the following officers:
President, A.J. Kinsely; vice-president,
Mrs. Ed, Brant, of St. Joseph; secretary,
C. H, Buss; treasurer, Mrs..J..T. Bangs;
trustees, Mrs. J. T. . Bangs, Mrs. Celes-
tral Neal and Mr. F, M. Fer gon.

Paul, 'T know that my wife and children

—

~®hin,®? "

bright prospects -and a good member-
SN R

The association starts ~out .with quite

I N.Y.C.R.R.
following in.regard to Mrs., Glading,

| asked theaudience to endepvor to put

-

‘We_understand he contemplates a trip

THE PROGCRESSIVE THINKER.

Dr. A, W.'S. Rothermel, the ‘medium
for physical manifestations and materi-
alizations, is still at 101 Bolivar street,
‘Cleveland, ©Ohio, holding successful
seances, where he can be addressed.

to New York soon, for a short visit, and
would: like to stop at various points on
theline of the Lake Shore R.R., and

A Pittsburg (Pa.) paper contains the

.8 most estimable lady and excellent me-
dium; “After the choir sang ‘again she

itself in sympathy with' her, and to send
Jher.a. wave of /love, She could then
Aread’ what she wanted to, She se-
cured two gloves, one each froma lady
and genileman, These gloves were to
put ker in ‘touch’ with their owners,
She described their charagteristics in
detail, saying mnothing, however, that
was not rather pleasant, and her sub-
jects agreed thatshq had hit the nail on
the head. A stout, dark woman went on
the platform, and Mrs, Glading de-
tailed her characteristics without, as
she announced, ‘touching her with hey
‘hands,” The lady admitted that her di-
agnosis was correct. Her nextperform-
ance was toturn her voice to the audi-
ence and ask some one in the %allery to
say something ina clear, distinct tone,
and she would tell him or her what kind-
of & person he or she was. A little man,
with black hair and beard, jumped to
his feet and sang out: ‘Have you heard
this voice before?” The audience tit-
tered, but Mrs. Glading stuck to her
text and proceeded to describe the man,
She said he was about 35 years old, very
vigorous, and strong, and not afraid of
anything.’ ‘Madam, that is correct,’
sald the little man loftily, with a most
gellant bow. Mrs. Glading then looked
intently at a man wearing glasses and |
said that there was in his mind a benuti-
ful vision of a departed woman. He
said it was even so. Then she walked
down the aisle, and singling out a wo-
man, talked to her about her dead child,
and what it did. She then pressed her
hands to her lead, and, turning, ad-
dressed herself to another ladf', and
complained about a headache. She said
the lady had nursed a person who had
the headache, and had since died. Both
women admitted that the medjum was
correct.”

Mrs. & E. Wheeler writes; “The Psy-
chical and Liberal Association, of Meri-
den, Conn., for the past two Sundays
has been onjoying the ministrations of
Mr. F. A, Wiggin, of Salem, Mass. As
an Association we are not one year old
to-day. We have one hundred and
thirty active members, and a small
amount of money to our credit, and we
are certainly enjoying most hopeful an-
ticipations for the success of the coming
year. On the morning of December
23rd Mr. Wiggin gave such remarkable
spirit communications, that many de-
clared that his mediumship surpassed
unything ever witnessed here. Hislec-
ture in the morning is frankly pro-
nounced the best of the course for the
year. So interested were his hearers
upon the first Sunday, that a crowded
house was the order for December
30th. Mr. Wiggin's efforts here, we
feel, have, and Wil result in good, He
speaks for us again next Thursday even-
ing, and we have, engaged him for the
month of January, 1896, The next two
Sundays, J. Frank Baxter is to be our
speaker.”

L. 8, Lowe thipks the man that doubts
the divine inspifation of the Bible may
be true to the religion of the man that
said “‘pure and undefiled religion is to
visit the widows and the fatherless in
their affliction and keep themselves un-
spotted from the world.” The man who
is untrue to himself, untrue to wife and
family, is untrue to the world and is an
infidel indeed. 'Science is uprooting all
the trees in the fabled Eden; and Spirit-
ualism crowus the whole human race
with a grand immortality.

Otto:Pfister writes from Cleveland, O.:
“The People’s Sﬁiritual Alliance, of this
city, Mrs. H. Lake pastor, has removed
from Army and Navy Hall, to Memorial
Hali, 170 Superior street. We do not
propose to cater to catch the public with
sensationalism. On the contrary,weaim
to sustain our earnest and eloquent pas-
tor in the radical reform work to which
she has devoted fiftcen years of her life.
We feel that she is inspired by intelli-
gences of rare insight and ability, and
that her work can only be fully appreci-
ated by the most advanced and spiritual
minds. In our new quarters we shall be
able to accommodate all who desire to
come, a8 the hall has a seating capacity
of 500. We are gradually acquiring a
membership each one of whom {is %)e~
ginning to realize that a new departure
in Spiritualism is necessary to feed many
who are huagering for the higher life.
Mrs. Lake has done noble service in
this city for pearly two years, each dis-
course drawing us nearer to her, That
of December 23d, upon “The Life and
Purposes of the Man, Jesus,” was a most
thrilling and remarkable address.”

Miss Abby Judson will be;in Lynﬁ,
Mass., during January. ‘ '

Jennie B. Hagan finished the year's
work with a very.successful _engagement
at Sturgis, Mich. The Spiritualists
there own théir own place of méeting—a
very fine one.  While there Mrs. Hagan
had, as usual fine audiences. December
28, a social entertainment was held
there. On the avening of December 29,
Mrs. Hagan lectured at Burr Oak;- De-
cember 21 and 81, at Leonidas. During
January she will ’be at Muskegon, Mich.;
February, at Saginaw; March, at Grand
Rapids. She is ready to make camp-
meeting engagements. April and May
open for engagements. Address her at
399 S. Lafayette  street, Grand -Rapids,
Mich. I BTN

Mrs. M. Theresa Allen writes: *Ihave
just closed a plensant and successful en-
ga%ement with the Spiritual Society
at Sioux City, Iowa, and am on my way
to Lincoln, Nebraska, where. I begin a
month’s engagement on - January 6th.
Ilectured for .the society here onthe
evening of -January 3rd, and on the fol-
lowing evening the-society tendéred me
a very pleasant receptionat the home of
H. D. Dwelley,. the ex-president of ‘the
society. Brother and sister Dwelley are
faithful Spiritualists, and their daugh-
ter, Miss Julia E. Rennie, is the presi-
dent now, of the Spiritual Society, I
should be pleased to hear from socleties
and friends of Spiritualism in the vicin-
ity of Lincoln who would like to engage
my mediumistic services for week even-
ing meetings for present month. My
address-will be in care of Mr. A; V. Her-
man, corner ‘M, and 19th streets, Lin-

coln, Nebraska. - B

at Allegheny, Pa.. where he:will re-

E W. Sprag'ﬁe is at pmsent.leétu}ing ]

‘W.S. Hanson writes. ‘““The children
of the Progressive Lyceum held Christ-
mas festivities at the residence of Mrs.
L. Page, 6220, Greenwood avenue, Chi-
cago, the afternoon and evening of De-
cember 25th, - Mrs, Page had thrown

pavents and friends, Thechildren were
met at Thirty-fiyst street and -Cottage
Grove avenug by Miss Gertrude Page,
and escorted to the family residence,
where a bounteous repast awaited them,
to which ample justice was done; fully
seventy-five, young and old, partakin

of the good things set before them.. Af-
ter dinner, a curtain that had hid the
back parlor. from view, was. drawn; ex-

tree, loaded with gifts, for not only the
children, but for many of the-older ones.
The gifts were distributed by Miss Ger-
trude Page and Miss Eidora Parsons. All
went merry as & marriage bell until a
late hour. -Too much praise cannot be
acoprded Mrs. Page and the ladies of the
Progressive Society for their unselfish
devotion in  making everything pleasant
for.all

Dr. J. C. Phillips writes from Freder-
icksburg, Towa: ‘“Am pleased to note
your new departure, and wish you the
suggess you so much deserve. I hope
the coming year will certainly double
your subscription list, and if the Spirit-
ualists had one-half the zeal our dead
orthodox friends have we could march
on.to victory very easily. I have been
resting, butI am now ready for work
again. C. B, Winans is having good
puccess, and doing good work in this
State this winter, We expect him here
some time the present month,”

C. J. Barnes has been holding trumpet
and light seances at Marion, Jonesboro,
Ind, %Vlr. Barnes' seances seem to be
giving excellent satisfaction.

Listener writes from Ludington,Mich.:
“Iam a listener at the Science Temple,
and I want to say a word in favor of the
cause and the good work that has been
done in our city through the medium-
ship of Madam Parcells-Dunn, Although
she is & new speaker she is a host. The
society has a state charter and thirty
‘charter members, It is just what the
city wants. It is churched to death. I
hope our medium will stay with us for
she is doing a good work. Mr, Dunn is
‘a good ‘test medium.”

Br, P. J. and M. L. Barrington are
now at Elizabeth, Ill.,, where they can
be addressed for engagements by those
who need help in sustaining and build-
ing up their societies. Mrs. Barrington
is prepared to attend funerals and offici-
ate at marriages within a radius of 100
miles.

W. Mackenzie writes: “Mrs. Hamil-
ton Gill has an engagement with the
South Chicago Spiritualist Society, and
spoke last Sunday afternoon toa large
audience, So many of the church people
«of South Chicago have been investigat-
ing Spirltualism that onc of the Baptist
preachers intends to attack it. The ex-
cellent tests given by Mrs. Gill's controls
are convincing the people of the truth
of Spiritualism, and we hope to awaken

truth.”

M. C. H. writes: ‘‘Moses Hull speaks.
at Huntington, W. Va., four nights this
week, and we are in hopes to arouse an
interest in the cause.”

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. F. Perkins, lec-
turers and Elatform test mediums, are
now in Washington, D. C. They can be
addressed for engagements at 512 E
street N, W. :

O. Klotz writes: “Mrs. A. M. Glading
concluded her engagement with the
Boclety for Paychical Research, Alleg-
hany, Pa., last evening,with an audience
which for intelligence and number has
no parallel in this section of the country.
To say that the lady has done an im-
mense lot of good in our city is proven
by the testimony of many of her new
friends and admirers in presenting her
with a handsome adjustable reclining
chair, the product 0f the Stevens Manu-
facturing Compauny of Pittsburg, Pa.
Carnegie hall, in which she lectured,
was crowded to overflow every Sunday
evening. Her lectures were mostly at-
tended by the better class of people,
and priests and ministers could be seen
among the audience. It is a fact worth
mentioning that one of our leading
Methodist ministers, after receiving a
crucial test from Mrs. Glading and after
a short parley at the conclusion of the
sorvice, wrote up an article in the
Pittsburg Dispatch to the effect that
he believed Spiritualism to be a truth,
but counld not understand nor would he
believe that. a biblical angel was a
gpirit. The assertion was of so trivial a
nature that I concluded the wisest thing
to do under the circumstances was not to
orgue the point with the good man,
trusting that the seed implanted will
eventually bring fruit, if not interfered
with by antagonistic conditions. On
the evenin%of her departure, the lady
takes with her our best wishes, and may
oyr sympathies reach her in the new
ﬁg{ds where her influence can be felt
for the good among the masses as it did
in our citv.”

‘Edmund Pickup writes from Lowell,
Mass.: “During the last two Sundays of
the last year our society was highly
favored in having as their speaker Mr.
Oscar A, Edgerly. He has occupied our
rostrum many times in the past; accord-
ingly we were expecting something
grand in the way of lectures from his

uides. The outcome of his engagement
hag amply proved that our expectations
were not misplaced. Mr. Edgerly’s
work is truly an exemplification ‘of the
wonderful phenomena of mediumship,
he being a quiet, unassuming gentleman
glving noevidence while in the normal
state of his pre-eminent ability as a
trance speaker, Our people are unani-
mous in their feelings that his utter-
ances, while in the trance state, are in-
deed revelations direct from the world
of spirits. We are pleased to note that
Mr. Edgerly’s time is well engaged for
the future, as we consider it an evi-
dence that the Spiritualists appreciate a
high order of mediumship. We wish
him God speed in the work he is about
to. take ugin the West. . The first Sun-
day of the. new. ysar we shall have as
our speaker the unique and wondérful

-

medium, W. J. Colville.”.

Mrs. Nellie Metcalf writes: *Dr
Willis Edwards  has removed from 1734
WabasH avenue to -3214 Graves Placs,
where he will be pleased to meet his
many friends. ' He has been re-engaged
for January with the North Side Soci-
ety, where he has held large audiences
during December. - Private. sittings
daily; circies . Wednesday and Frida,
evenings, Parlor concert, with splendi
talent, will be an extra feature January
11, to his usual test seance, Usual fes,
fifty cents. ] S :
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whoever ma ( olaim to impart it, If by
invisibility, Wy rather, intangibility, we
cannot try the spirits with such definite
results a8 would please us, we can try

their communications, and if we do this ‘

with impartial judgment, all detrimen-
tal influences are overcome;
Itis to be feared thut we too often

“[“try the spirits” with our own conduct

This Depurtmeﬁt is under the manage-
ment of the distinguished author,
speaker and -medium,

. Hudson Tuttle. ,
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

“Tryth- Beeker:” Q. According to
geology, how long has man been on the
earth? C i

A, Aside from the.voluyme of facts
;;ecording man's existence ages hefore
-historic time, as furnished by the cave-

- ~deposits, gravel-beds, and investiga-
tions in {.he valley of the Nile, which,
by calculation based on the annuai in-
crement from the mud deposited by the
river, places the remains of man; Jound

at the depth of seventy-two feet, by Li-

naur Bay, at bearly ﬁftﬂ,housand years,

there are facts which immeasurably re-
move -his advent past tens and

~ dreds of thousands of years, .

. 'When the fossil remains of man were
found mingled ‘with the bones of the
mastodon and other extinet animals, it

opened the eyes of the scientist to a

vastly remote past, yet only reaching

the closing centuries of the Drift or Ice

Age. The opening of a caye in the Alps

‘twenty-five hundred feet above the level

of “the sen,” filled with deposit of the

Drift, and the finding beneath that de-

posit the remains .of man, necessitated

the removal of his advent, at least to
the age before that perlod, or the later

Tertiary, He must even then have

bheenon the earth lon;.gh enough to be-

come far removed from his most savage
éstate. When all the northern hemi-
sphere was covered, down to the 38 de-
grees of latitude, and beyond in places,
man could not have existed, except at
the Equator. He must have, therefore
been introduced before that age, and
oxtended into Europe when a tropical
climate prevailed,
- The entire.drift, or Pleistocene Period
fs placed between the present and the
advent of man. The duration of that
poriod cannot be measured by years; an
fden., however, oan be/ obtained by com-
aring with other periods. After oare-
] inspection of the Weald of England,

Darwin estimates the timeé required to

effect {ts observed degradation at 306,-

862,400 years, The degradation effected

by the drift was equally great. There
was time enough to cover the Northern
hemisphere with an icy sea, covered
with {cebergs, and wrap the land with
glaclers thousands of feet in thickness,
and this by the slow sinking of tempera-
ture, perhiaps so slow that’it would not
amount to a degree in a thousand years,
pnd the melting away of the ice bya

rocess equally slow. BSince the Drift,

r gfiagara has cut its channel and the

elta of the Missisaippi been found.

, yell, the noted and conservative Eng-
i’gﬂh geologist, estimated the age of the

ella of 510 Mississippi at 1,000,000

years; but he makes little allowance for
fine sediment which s more than one-
half of that brought down by the river,
and not precipitated on the delta, but
darried out tosea. As he bases his tal-
culations on this, the estimate of time
should be nearly doubled.

To this must be added the age of the
bluff's, also of fluvatile deposits, in many
places 250 feet in height, and probably
twice the thickness of the present delta.
‘We can thus go on makin%estimat,es, all
reaching into incomprehensible past
time, but we can only approximate by
the millions of years, and as yet must
content ourselves with the succession in
which events ocourred.

There is an estimate based on mathe-
matical calculations, which is perhaps
more definite. Admitting that the cold
*of the Drift period may be accounted

for by the oscillation of the earth’s axis,

which has a period of about three mill-

fons of years, the effect of this isto

lengthen the winter for, s part of this
period, and the summer for the other.
‘Now, it is argued that, although the an-
nual charge was very slight, yet con-
stantly accumulating, the ice formed in
the North, every year being less melted,
would encroach, until.it reached far
{nto the south, and on the -swinging
back of the poles, the lengthening sum-
mer would melt as slowly the ice-moun-
tains. If this theory be accepted, it
places the whole period of the winter's
reign, calculated at 200,000 years, be-
tween the present and the maximum of

the cold period. .

To these dates, that of Adam is of yes-
terday. The Biblical cosmology is the
fancy of children. To claim it as God-
insplred is to claim that he is ignorant

. of his own works,

un-

s
e

F. E. H., Mobile: Q. We often hear
it suid; “Try the spirits;” but no rule is
- given whereby to try.them, and as many

- gpirits are lying Bﬁ rits, others may be

good, yet thelr repliescome from knowl-
edge and- prejudice acquired in earth-
life, and: from accidents thrown around

"them in Spirit-lifé, so we may. beled
- @stray by both good and bad spirits.

. By what rule shall we try the spirits?

"A. The sasme‘ methods and rulesa
ply to spirit coinmunications that do to

.those from the gpliere around us. We

- ‘mre constantly obliged to exercise our.
‘reason and’best judgment, and even|

. then often” are deceived: e -have'to
contend with the same. obstacles in our
daily intetcourse with those around us
that we do*in receiving messages from
the departed, .There is.one important

-~ tactor metin our intercourse with the

latter, however, theirinvisibility, which
is reahy the gzeat diffieulty.to overcome.

: They stand behind the veil and.are re-

" vealed, as it were, bfv glimpses. We
" peceive what they give us,’ and must

test it in the crucible of reason.
Tirst we must order our circle in the

“ harmony of fraternal love, and thus pre-

. gent the best conditions for reception.
* .An earnest, pure, unselfish mind, at-

tracts intelligences of its own gphere,

" and is the one safeguard against die-

turbing influences. Thus prepared,
when communications are recsived the
are to be taken on their intrinsjo wort

and evidence. Ages of training have

left the impress on our mindsof the in-

fallibility of spirits, which mustbe over-

. come. They are like the mortals they

were in the earthly bodies, ‘and prove
 their identity by the manifestation of
. their indiyiduslity as known to us.

~." - If a communication is pure'in express-

- fon;’ exalting: and *‘making for. right-

- eousness” in spiritual living, its source

{ is of little consequenca, for.the fruit is

\_good, If otherwise, it should be rejected

]

and the state of mind with which we ap-
proach them, Before we accuse them
of deception, and frivolous communice-
tions, let us make sure we have no self-
ish desires to use the knowledge they
may give us for personal aggrandize-
ment,

If we want epiritualig, weé must com-
mand it in ourselves; if we want pure
and wise spirits to commune with us, we
{x}l}usf, be pure and wise as we would have

em,

“C.i" Q. T am attending a ¥Divinity
School,” and have just reached the point
in the course where we talke up the
study of the Greek Language. The ob-
ject 18, I suppose; to read the original
manuscript aright. To me this seems
superfluous, inaemuch as the revised

translation is as near true as I shpuld

be able to make in my three years,course
here, . Would it not be better tq devote
the time to prastical knowl &eo the
world of solence dnd ‘art, and:dompars-
tive religion?” .

A, The ‘““concensus of the competent”
have decided against the waste of time
in the study of the dead languages, and
in favor of the practical knowledge of
the sociences, The cpllege- course was
instituted when the languages and math-
ematics were about all there was to
study, and with characteristio conserva-
tism, when the study of nature enlarged,
and furnished fields for investigation,the
old rubbish was reteined, and the hon-
ors of scholarship given only to those
who could stutter in the dialects of Ho-
mer and Virgil,

If the questioner is t&kingo a theolog-
ical course, it will be obliga rﬁ to learn
the languages in which the Bible was
written. Three years in the theolog-
lcal course means that the student
usually emerges without the legst
knowledge of practical life, or present
issues; with mind loaded with the rub-
bish of the dead past. With Spiritual-
istsfor parents am{) from {nquiring minds
that already begin to Question the wis-
dom of your studies, it is not possible
you are intendipg to take the theolog-

cal course, If, however, you have suc
intention, you will find Greek the least
obstacle in your way. You will find
your honest convictions opposing you,
and every word you can say of the Chris-
tian scheme. of salvation you must say
in the face of science. -

Jehovah, of the Bible, isas dead a
Jupiter or Thor. Man never fell, beins
a creature of progress, and hence is not
“lost from God,"” and needs no redeemer
exeept knowledge. - .

The gospel minister may become a
teacher, but asa soul-saver by creeds,
faith, and forms of worship, his office is
an anachronism, and no strong and
honest, manly thinker will care to take
the place.

M. Y. T., Arkadelphia, Ark.: Q.
Does an earnest, growing desire for the
true. the good, and the beautiful in all
things, united with a desire to impart
such truths to others, presuppose latent
mediumship, and of what phase? L

A, Buch a condition of mind is the
best %)ssible for the clearest and most
desirable form of mediumship, and only
requires cultivation to realize its prom-
{se. Its phase is determined by the or-
ganization of the individual, and can
only be known by trial. The earnest
desire for the truth will lead no one
astray, and mediumship should never
be employed to further any other end.

A Bible Reader: Q. Does the Bible
{,eLl the cause of the death of Methuse-
ah.

A. Truly, we think our corresgondent
could engage in more profitable study
than raking up the dust of the ante-
diluvians, but a8 ‘he appears deeply in-
terested in the death of the oldest of
mankind, who was cut off in the flower
of hig youth, in his nine hundred and
sixty-ninth year, perhaps others may
also be attracted to-the subject. All
that the Bible says of him is contained
in five verses, and we are told that after
the birth of his son Lamech, the father
of Noah, he lived seven hundred and
eighty-two years. Lamech was one
hundred and eighty-two years old at the
birth of Nosh, and hence Methuselah
lived just six hundred years after the
birth of Noah, and as Noah was six
hundred years old at the timeof the
flood, Methuselah must have perished
in the great deluge! No wonder the
Bible is silent as to his death, assuch
an instance of filial ingratitude is not in
accord with justice and humanity. Poor
Methuselah may be pictured as standing
at the door of the Ark, the rain begin-
ning to pour,and pleading with his eruel
randson to allow him to enter with the
easts and regtiles, only to have the
big door clgged in his facel And yet the
heartless cruelty is glossed -over in the
Sacred Book by silence, as though it
wag the most common affair! One would
be almost persuaded that Noah had in-
veigled his grandfather to take a big
block of stock in the Ark, and then
watered his own till he drowned the

P-1 eonfiding youth out of his speculation,

However that may be, it is apparent
that the Bible writer, for some reason,
made the life of Methuselah reach -just
down:to the deluge. Had the flood been

ut off & thousand years or 8o, he would

ave been made to live that much
longer. The people of the world had
become very corrupt, and if this *‘old-
est man” improved his opportunities, he
probably thoroughly deserved the fate
that cut short the crl?ip of wild oats he
had been some centuries sowing.

“A Bankrupt Heart,” by Florence
Marryat. A fine novel, in the best style
of the well-known, talented writer.
Price, paper 50 cents, cloth -81.25. For
sale at this office.

Man in' the Past, Present and Fu-|.

ture,” by Dr. Ludwlig Buechner. Ir
this work the learned German scientist
gives & popular account of the results of
recent scientific research regarding the
origin, position and prospectg.of man-
kind. He accepts, and bases his line of
thought upon, the doctrine of evolution
as ordinarily -understood. While writ-
ing as & materialist, not. a Spiritualist,
intelligent believers in Spintua.lism_wiﬂ
find the work very instructive; and stu-
dents in -sociology, political economy,
moral science and religion will find the
author’s views of more than common - in-
terest, and worthy of close study. Cloth
81, For sale at this office.

g | And this to me’s the hopeful thought; ‘

. And equal rights to her concedes

THE PROCRESSIVE THINKER,

)
ol

4%’»21\1(41

He has been deeply interested in The
Enoyoclopaedia of Death, and Life in the
Spirit-World, and is now writing to ali
his friends tosend 81.650 t6 THE PRO-
GRESSIVE THINKER office, and obtain 1t
and a year's subscription to the paper.
If not sold in connection with the paper
the priee s $1.50.

See what Leon Lewis,  the great
novelist, says of The Encyolopedia o
Death, and Life in the Spirit-world:
““Here is ‘a book that responds to its
title. It is indeed a grand and unique
colleotion of much that is known of the
invisible world (the realities of which
there await us) and the relations of this
presel’x’t existence to that which is to
come, 2 ,

THE COMING MAN-THE COMING
WOMAN. :

THE COMING MAN,

Let's try to read the coming man,
Unveil his futurs, if we can,

And for & moment try to scan

A picture of the perfect plan;

TFor in the Bible we are told,

When e’er we read the story old,
The first man made was unly good—
Pronounced go by his maker, God.

But ages since that time have passed,
Making auch changes, great and vast,
That, judging from the mass of men,

We scarcé believe what was told then,

And think it easier to receive

‘What many people now believe:

That our grandfathers were monkey-
_men »

And hha've progressed somewhat, since
then. ’

Tor I since ohildhood have been taught
That-man would still Fro ress, until
A wondrous place in life he'd fill.

As sculptor's hand, from marble block,
With patient labor doth unlock

The form of beauty Frisoned thers,

For human eyes a gift most rare, .

8o man from such low, humble placs,
Has nobly started on the race,
Which shall at last his nature land
On lofty montal heights, and grand.

The coming man has heart all pure;

On rock of truth he stands secure;
Justice he wields with steady hands,
Aad thus meets all that right demands,

With tender heart and conscience clear
He clasps hands with the wife so dear,

And ylelds them both in wor&s end
deeds,

And cbildren few are born to him,

Of stature grand and sturdy limb,

With health endowed, and mental
worth—

A coming blessing to the earth.

No thought of scorn with him finds place
For those behind him in the race,

But helpful hands he reaches down,
And sees succags his efforts ¢crown.

And ange) friends to him draw near,
And mingle thoughts witheyhis most
clear; - . .
For, ah! I see this beauteous plan
On which i8 built the coming man.

THE COMING WOMAN.

The coming woman's always next—
For so it was in Bible text;

The man's turn first—and from his rib
A woman made, Oh, what a fib!

But man 'from this.did take his cue
And worked him ill—the woman too;
With heel on her he could not rise,

And crushad by him her hope but dies.

And old St. Paul, the bachetor,

He never knew the worth of her,
But bade her silence always keep,
And from the man her wisdom reap.

And I believe that, in this case,

When Darwin’s story took the place

Of that old tale, a good was wreught,
And woman’s wrongs came into thoughs.

And woman struggled feebly, too,

As in her nature 'tis to do;

Though trod upon she still would
squirm, T

Like emblematic crawling worm,

And stt‘enFth through struggling did
she gain, _
And.btlﬁughts all bright came from her
" brain :
As oft, above her haughty lord,
She rose in thought and rose in word.

In fewer words the story’s told,
Of coming woman; for, I hold,
The coming woman—coming man
Are both built on the same high plan.

And woman’s sweet and helpful ways
Will crown with peace the true man's

days;
And iny what work she takes her' place,
LaA! man must strive to keep her pace;

For bright her intellect shall shine,
And intuition guide her; fine,
Angelic thoughts shall be hers, oo,
Ang guide her on in all'she'd do.
And mother love and father love
Will wisely Fulde young miads above; .
And better far than that first plan,
The coming woman—coming masn, .
* - Harmm E, RIx.
‘Willlamston, Mich, "

. “Regearches. in Oriental History,” b
George W. Brown, M. D. This volume
svinces much painstaking résearch con-
ceraing the origin of the Jews, the. rise
and development of Zoroastrianism, and
the derivatiod of Christianity, To those
in search of light on -thess subjeots it
will be found ‘of great value, giving in
suceinet. compact form_the results of
much patient study and investigation.
Cloth $1.50. For sale at this office, =

It the surface of the earth was per-

‘lance at our societ;

" GOOD WORKS.

| Letter from 'Fort Wayne, Indiana.

| Mo .THE EDITOR:~We, a8 earnest
.| workers, are desirous of letting it ba

known through the columns of THE

.| PROGRESSIVE THINKER - that we no

longer sail under cover of darkness, but

‘1 the banner of splritual illumination.

The society of Bpiritnalists of our city

‘| under the caption of The Occult Science

Boclety is in a state of rapid progression.

:| Our efforts to spread the truth are ap-

preciated by the largenumber inattend-
108 hell each Sunday
evening. Mr. Rockwell. & test medium,

{isin our city for o few weeks, and is

glving satisfuctory tests after each meet-
‘We, at present, depend upon local

ing.
: tagant. for inspired truth, but having an
.} abundance of it equal to the occasion in

the society we never fall to make it fn-
teresting and instructive for those pres-
ent. We have & most interesting access-
ory-to.the society, called ‘“The Ladies’
Clab,” . with weekly Wednesday after-
noon meetings, which are interesting in
various ways. Our order of procedure
isin part es follows: A: question prof-
fered by some member is announced by
the president, and each member is ex-
pected to express her views efther in
writing or verbally, at the following

f | meeting. Our subjects pertain to spir-

itual things, such as, “In What way can
we best Advance Bpiritualism.” ““What
is Mediumship.” “What has Spiritual-
-iem Done for me?” ‘““What Proof have
of a Future life?” “How can we best De-
velop Mediumship?”? eto. We, at times,
hold experience meetings, each one
giving some interesting account of tests
received or communications - given,
While these things may seem small in
and of themselves, wehave done a world
of good among those thirsting for the
waters of spi tual life, and hunger!ng
after the “‘mauner of the gods.” We

of ‘Harmony” in connection with the
Club meetings, at which time those in-
terested in the development of their
own mediumship can be instructed how
to cultivate their mediumistic powers
to the best advantage, We hold that
ali persons are medﬁlms, and feel that
groat good can be accomplished by this
method. Many are attracted to the
“Ladies’ Club” meetings, and will allow
their powers free scope of expression,
who would hesitate to express them-
selves in public.

We have a number of good medluns
"as members who take it u})on themselves
to Instruct those less fortunate than
they. We all anxiously awalt the com-
in% Wednesday meeting with joyful an-
ticipations, where so much good is ac-
 compligshed by the overflowing of the
soul. Many are brought to tears, and
others to joyful greeting with long ab-
sent friends, through the clairvoyant
and clairaudlent powers of the minister-
ing angels in phgsical form. Excellent
advice is glven by the guides, and we
fepl that our mission is a good one,
many minds being awakened that have
long lain dorment. Contentment of
mind, peace of soyl, aj@ earnest desires
for the good of others, {8 the continued
.avidence of our labors,

As a club, we desire to be one with all
humanity in search of truth,

ErLa F. HARRIS.

Haslett Park Still Alive,

Vige-President John  Hutchinson
called s meeting of the bond-holders at
:Hotel Downey, Lansing, Mich., Dec. 28.
Over one-half of the votes were repre-
sented. On account of much and cloge
\businegs, Mr. Hutchinsonresigned. Mr.
P. 1. Olds was chosen temporary chair-
man, and this scribe a’secretary. The
Tollowing persons were formally and
unanimously electcd as members of the
new board: Hiram Rix, Willlamstown;
J. H, Hopkins, Chesaning; G. . Ottmer,
Rile , Clinton Co.; Dr. N. A. Dryer,
DeWitt; I. D. Richmond, St. Johns; W.
W. Howe, Hermitage' block, Grand
Rapids. Mrs. H. L. Titus, 87 Jones
street, Detroit, still remains on the
board,

~'On account of poor health and absence
abroad, Mrs. Haslett declined to serve
on the board, but said she would attend
the camp-meeting as ushal. Mr. L. D.

Richmond was instructed to call a meet-

ing of the new board as soon as possible;
the first week in January,perhaps. May
success attend their efforts. May har-
mony prevail, and may the wishes of
James H. Haslett succeed, with help
from the Angel-world.

: HENRY E. MARTIN.

Dimondale, Mich. .

Will Stick to the Lodges.

A prominent Knight ot Pythias of
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, who I8 also a Catho-
licin g standing, when asked about
the papal edict as to Odd-Fellows,
Kni, gts of Pythias and other secret so-
cleties, sald that be had seen a number
of his Catholic friends who bslong to
the Knights of Pythias and Odd-Fel-
lows, and they had decided, with all due
deferende to the churéh, to stay with
their lodges. He said they resented the
right of any foreign power to say how
the church in America should be run.
He avers that he and his friends are
good, loyal Catholics, and he hopes the
ediet w(;{l not be. passed. - Referring to
the number of Catholics who belong to
secret societies, he said that at the State
meeting of Hibernians at Keokuk, fully
half who were present belonged to the
Knights of Pythias. Now, is it not

‘| abbut time that human beings stop apol-

ogizing for the Romish church, when
Catholics themselves are fbegﬁnnlngto
kick against the edicts of the Pope?
How is it, Brother Peebles? Give us an
othér “apology”~—will you?. v
o - ANTI-ORTHODOX.

" A REVERIE,

————

I gaze on the dark blue sky
%o thiokly sown with stars,

| And wonder where shall my. freed soul

Lo roam e

- 'When it bursts it’s prison bars,

‘Wken it leaves its empty shell,
And ot wings of the ambient afr

It .soard aloft to its native sphers,

Y- To groet its soul-mate there,

Away from the cares of life, -
- The weary battle for bread, -
Whers the fair ideals of my sbul

~Lie unfulfilled and dead.” .
Where Mammon's grasping strife.

“Works miseries untold, =~
And.the love that would brighten life

Is bartered for sordid gold.

But borne on the wings of tha air, -
- A voles floats softly dewn: - .
0Ty those who shall bravely ovetcome

fectly level, the waters of the ocean;
would cover it'to the depth of 600 feet, ¢

Is given to wear life’s crown.” .
' MgS. ‘A, BAYLOR.

have just organized a ‘‘Mission, or Band Fo

TRICKERY OUT OF QUESTION.

Yet the Ignoraunt Womsn Lifted the
-Table—A Puzzle to Solentists,

Prof. Oliver J. Lodge is' unquestion-
ably one of the very foremost men ip the
ranles of phiysical setence, His original
researches have been of inestimable
velue in the additions which they have
made to the sum of human knowledge.
Therefore, when such a man—trained to

with the utmost care, to scrutinize every
detall, to verify every result, and to take
nothing for granted—becomes responsi-
ble for a report like that which he has
just made, as the result of his investiga-
tlomof some remarlable physical phe-
nomena connected with an ignorant
Italian peasant woman, it becomes a
matter of profound signiticance, says the
Boston Journal. ‘“The investigation
took place on an island in the Mediter-
ranean, in the presence of Prof. Richet,
the French psychologist, and other sci-

Lodge states absolutely precluded all
possibility of collusion or fraud of any
kind; tests were made with solentific &p-
paratus, including & dynamometer, and
& table was lifted by some unaccountable
force, which was thereby proved to be
of an extraordinary character.,

“*While hundreds of witnesses have
testified to the phenomena of this sort,
scientists, as a body, have alwaysavoided
such subjects. The fallibility of human
testimony is so great that no weight has
been attached to evidence of this kind.
Not only have scientists, as a class, ab-
solutely refused until now to investigate
the Fhenomena called spiritistic, or to
consider the remotest possibility of its
occurrence, but the very few who have
ventured to make themselves exceptions
to the rule, like Wallace, Crookes and
Zollner, have thereby materially im-
aired their standing among their fel-

W3,

‘‘Prof, Lodge's report now places the

subject upon & different basis. It would

be difficult to impeach the evidence of a

man like him, re-enforced as it is by the

testimony of other scientists of high re-
ute. This result, however, can hardly

e regarded in the light of a concession
to the claims of modern Spiritualism.
Simplﬁ because the source of a force
is unknown constitutes no reason for
secribing it to the work of ‘spirits’ or
other supernatural agencies. It has
always been common 80 to regard the
operations of natural phenomena that
weré not understood. Electricity was
as mysterious two centurles ago as this
strange foroe is to-du?y, and savages re-
gard the operations of steam engines as
eavsed by superpatural powers, In the
changed ‘attitude which science now ap-
pears to be taking, the existence of a
force hitherto unknown is acknowledged
as demonstrated. It has thus become
the proper function of science to ascer-
tain, if possible, its source, its laws, and
the conditions under which it operates,
le ag the facts concerning electricity

ave been made clear,”

To a scientist, or other person, affticted
with a “holy horror” of Spiritualism,
hardly any form or degree of evidence
can be regarded as ‘‘a concession to the
claims of modern Spiritualism.” It is
quite true that the fact that the source
of a force 18 unknown, constitutes no
reason for ascribing it to the work of
sgirits‘; but when the manifestations of
the ‘“orce” demonstrates that the
“force" possesses intelligence, and that
intelligent **force” claims to be a spirit,
is it the sensible and scientific thing to
do, to run all over the universe in search
of some as yet undemonstrated agency
other than “sg)iribs,” orInvent some new,
dust-raising ‘‘sclentific” term for the
“unknown force?”

Spirits are not supernatural, nor do
they claim to be s0. They are natural,
and work by natural agencies. The tel-
egraph-wire neyer, of itself, manifests
intelligence; electricity, of itself, never
gpeaks nor spells out words and sen-
tences of thought: but when messagos
come over the wire, signed by the name
of some one, known or unknown, why
should we not acknowledge that a spirit,
embodied, has used this means to com-
municate with us? And whon the mes-
sage oomes in such & way that it proves
it must have emanated from some intel-
ligent source not in the mortal form, and
claiming to be a spirit, why not accept
It as such? Is it scientific to beliove or
hold that it is somothinﬁ else, ‘until
every other imaginable hypothesis is
demonstrated to be false, and more—
until some unknown, undeflned and
impossible-to-be-ignored demonstration
that spirits—and spirits only—are the
source controlling the force? Scientific
science is very good; but there may be
instances in which the science of plain
common sense is wiser and truer to
truth. Jas. C, UNDERHIPL.

Sunday Meetings in Chicago.

First Soclety of Spiritualists of Chi-
cago, Hooley’s Theatre. 11 A. M.

‘Illinois State Association, Bricklayers
Hall, 88 Peoria street. 2:30 and 7:30 P. M

North Side Soclety, Schlotthauer's
Hall, Sigel and Sedgwick streets. 2:30
and T:45 P. M. :

The Progressive Society, 3120 Forast
avenue. Children’s Lyceum, 1:30 P M.
Services at 3:00 and 7:30 P. M.

First Socief.i,'l of Spiritual Unity, Cus-
ter Post Hall, 85 South Bangamon
street. Services at10:30 A, M., 2:30 and
7:30 p. M. Children's Lyceum at 1:30
P, M.

The First Spiritual Society of the
South Side, Auditorium Hall, 77 Thirty-
first street. 2:30 and 7:30 P, M.

Spiritual Union, Nathan Hall, 1565
Milwaukes avenue. T7:30 P. M.

National Bociaty of Spiritualists, 681
W. Lake strest, nesday evenings
7:45 o'clock.

The Spiritus] Research Societg Or-

heus Hall, in Schiller Theatre Build-

2, Randol%x street, between Clark and
Daarborn. Every Sunday at 3 P, M. and
7:30 P, M. o

Chicago Fraternal Endeavor Soclety,
Lodge hall, No. 11 North Ada street.
Meeting 2:30 and 7:30 P. M,

“There Is-No Death,” by Florence
Marryat. Anintensely interesting vol-
ume, giving an account of her wonder-
ful experiences in her investigation of
Spiritualism. She describes the scenes
she witnessed with her own eyes, and

welgh eyery item in a subject of study |

entists, under conditions which Prof. |
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These charming new types of Chirgzanthemum from
uPa.n blaom the fiyst yeur from sedl. They embrace
sl atyles, varieties and colors, ncluding thé exguisite
new Dstrich Plume tg'pux‘.. Ruoseties, Globed, Flmbyrl.
ated, Minlature apd Mummoth, Sow the secd this
spring and the planuts will biocom profusely this fall,
elther in pots or in thu garden. From s pachet of thig
soed one may have & inost magniticent show of rare
beauties. Price 86c. per pkt.. or IO ONLY BUg,
WE WILL MAIL

New Chry

y
' ALL Oll" THE FOLLOWING s
1 pkt, NEW JAPANESE CHRYSANTHEMUN Beod,
1 pkt. BEQONIA VERNON, mixed, finest of ell.
ji Sk B

; ; ing of berries.
1 §kt. NEW BPOON GOURD, ourfous snd usetul.
8 bulbs NAMED GLADIOLUS, 1 each of White, Pink,
‘Bearlet Yellova aud Variegated,

bulbs TH_O0XAYLIS, different colors,
bulb VARIEGATED TUBEROSE, Orange flowers,
bulb ZEPHYR FLOWER, & &er!eot fairy-like
and our GREAT OATALOGUE with 9 mngnlﬁsn?:‘
ﬁf'“’%"““ and covels, and sample copy of the
AYFLOWER wl{}x two great chromo plated. These
B packets of seed Novelties and 10 choice Bulbs (worth
$1.35) will all flower this seagon, and we send them for
3O OEN'I'S only to introduce our puperior stock, 4
collections for 81.00. Ca.t-nlogue will not be sent unless
asked for, as you may already hnveit,

Order at onoe, 23 this Offer may not appear agaln,
Bend ua the names of & or 10 of your nelghbors who
Idve flowers and we will add a fine Novelty, FRREE,

OUR GITALOGUE of ¥lower and Vegotabls

Beeds, Bulbs, Plants an
Rare new Fruits is tho finest over {ssued; profusal;!'
u&uszmec with elogant cuts and colored plates, We
& or the choloest standard surts and finest Novel-
8. _We are headquarters for all that {s New, Rare
and Beautiful. This elegant Ontalogue will be sent
for £20c., or FREE if you order the articles here offered.

JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N.Y,

" THOMAS PAINE '

SOME OF HIS NOTED WORKS.

Life of Thomas Paine,

By Editor of the Nationrl with Preface and Notes
by Peter Eckler, Tlustrated with views of the oid
Paine Homestead and Paine Monument, at New
Rochelle, also, portraits of Thomas Clio Rickman,
Jos Barlow, Mary Wollstonecraft, Madame lioland,
Condorcet, 'I!rhxsut, and the most prominent of Pajne’s
friends {n Europe and America. Cloth, 73 cents.

The Age of Reason;

Being aniovestigation of True and Fabnlous The-
ology. Anew and complete edition, from new plates
sod new type; 180 pugoes, post 8vo, Paper, 25 conts;
cloth, 50 cents,

Common Sense.
A Rovolutionary pamphlet, addressed to the jnhab.

{tants of America {n 1776, with explanatary notice by
an Inglish author. Paper, 15 centes,

The Rights of Man.

Parts 1 end 17, DBeing an answer to Mr. Borke's
attack upon the French Revolution. Post Bvo., 279
pages. Paper, 80 cents; cloth, 50 cents,

Paine's Complcto
Theological Works.

Age of Reason, Examination of the Prophecies, ete.
Tllus. edition. PostBvo., 432 pages, Cloth, 81.00

Paine’s Political Workas.

Common Sense, The Crisis, Rights of Man, etec.
INhustrated edition. Post 8vo,, 650 pages. Cloth, $1.00;
postage, 20 cents.

"~ RELIGION OF MAN

AXD
ETHICS 0F_SC|ENCE.
'BY HUDSON TUTTLE. '

The past bas been tho Ago of tho Gode and the Re.
Mgion of Pain; the preseat §s tho Age of Man and the
Religlon of Joy. Not serviia trust in tbe Gods, but
knoowtedge in the laws of tho world, beliet in the di.
vinity of man and hie ctornal progress toward perfec-
tion is the foundation of the RrLicioNn oF Max and
systein of ETHI0s as treated in this work.

The following arc the tities of the chapters:

PART FIRST---Religion and Science.

Introduction; Rcll(lon; Fetishism; Polytheism;
Monethelsm; Phallle Worship; Man’s Moral Progress
depends on his Inteliectunl Growth; Tre Great Theo-
logical Probiems—the Origin of Kvil, the Nature of
@od; tho Future State; Fall of Man and the Christian
8cheme of Redemptiony Man's Position, Fate, ¥Free
Wi, Free Agency, Necessity, Rosponsibllity; Dutics
and Obligatlons of Man to God and Himself,

PART SECOND--The Ethics ofScience

Tho Indivldua}; Geuesls and Evolntlon of Bpirit;
‘The Law of Moral Government; The Appetites; Sclfish
Propensitics; Love; Wiedom: Conscience; Accounts-
bility: Chango of Deart; What {s Good? What is
Wrong? lhgpinest; Tho Path of Advance: The Wiij;
1s Man Free? Culture aud Develapment of the Wiil;
Tho Charter of Human Lights: Liberty; Dutles an
Obligations; 6ih; Ponishinent—Present and Futnre;
Tiuty of Prayer; l’)my to Chfldren;: 1o Paronta; to Soci-
ety; Dug as & Source of Strength; Obligations o &o-
clety; Rights of tlie Individual; of Qoverament;
D% of Self-Cultury; Marrfage.

Pages, Finely Bound {n Muslin, Sent postagc froe
for ¢1.30. For sale wholcsale and retall at this ofice,
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micy inferesting and Instructive matter-and @1

THE QUESTION SETTLED

A OAREFUL COMPARISON
QP .

Bibligal and- Modern [Splirits

“ o ualism. FR

By MOSES HULL,

Author of ““The Contrast,” “¥Which,"” “Letters to Kides
Miles Grant,” “Both 8ldes,” “That ‘Terrible
Quostion,” “Wolf .in_Sheep's :
Clothing,"” Etc, Efe.

!
This hook {s what.its title fndicates—"THx QUEsSTION
Sx1TLED, an " Careful Comparison of Biblical-and
Modern Bpirl  3em.” We give below only & partial
Mt of the contents of each chaptor: - ) s
CuapTxe I~The Adaptation of Bpiritualism to'the -
‘Wanis of Humanlty.—Noasgument. 60 good as thatof -
Adaptation. Religions must adapt themseélves to Men,
Religlons and Sclences have, failed to denionatrate an
After-Lifé, Two contradictory Chains of Tliought in
the Bible. Law forbidding "Conpultation with the
Doad, Its Effect. Bible Writers in Doubt as to o
Future. A Diglogue. Spirftualism convinces a Min-
{ster of his Immortality, Dying Minister-in Despair,
Why this Appetite for & Knowledge of a Future,

Cuaprrer I1--The Moral Tendency of Spiritualism—e
A Natural Query. Jesus regerded as & Blasphemer
and & Devil. Every new System passes an Era of
Calumny. Persgcution purifies. What Geod has 8plre .
ggzzu:m done. Opponents unfair. Immorailty inthe ;
Chtirchcs, Religlous Bystems not responsible for
Evrors of their Adherents. None Perfect. All sre .
God-makers. Men worship their own Opinfona,
Shortcomings of Bible Saints. Jo‘iah Church. Tes- i
timony of Jeremiah, vt i
Cuarter I1I—Bible Doctrine of Angel Minfstry.~ ! .
A Commen Doctrine. Angels are 8pirits, Terms
“Man" and “Angel."” Alg&l)Mcn visit Abraham, lo‘b, .
Joshua, The Host of the Lord. An Angel Rppears to'{
Gideon; to Manoah's wife; {s introduced to Mahoah,
Writing on the Wall. Danfel a Superior Medium,
Gubriel both & Man and Angel, ‘The Stone rolled from
the Sepulchre by a Man, .

CraPTER 1V—The Three Pillars of Spirftusllsm.e= {.
Spiritunl Platform, Three propositions. Man hsy a
srn-mm Nature, Spirlt not Ymmaterfal. Spirftunl | :
Man. Sourceof Evidence. Biblical Testimony. Elihy,
Zephaniab, Papal Decree. Hard Queations, Can tiotr
answer 811, Spiritual Senses, Blind and Deaf Mat,
Niustration. Man Double. Two Fathcrs. TwoSources
of Knowledge. Peter awakened. “Two Contradictory
Historics of Jesus, H

CnaPTEr V—The Birth of the Spirit.—All Subjects
lnportant. “Ye must be born sgain.” Nicodemus®
?unndnry. A Minister's Opinion. Author's Objection. ;

esus’ Tests, Must be born out of Flesh, Birthof the
Splirit a Resurrection. Not of Flesh and Blood. Bible
agalnst it (1 Cor. xv.). Naturaland 8piritusl Bedy.
()Blulun 9f the Woman of Tekoab, Of Job., Of Jeaus,
Objections amawered. Aortal Bodles quickened, Mujy .
eut Chrfst's Flesh,

Cnaprex VI—Are Wo Infidels?—Rapld%Growth of
Spiritualism. The “Mad-Dog” Cry. Cl "56 Ignored.
Proceeds from Infidel Hearts, Truths and Errorsin
the Bible, Dialoguc; Minister wanta a Bible. Allber .
Meve Parts, and no one belleves All, of the Blbly. ;-
1llustrative Cases. How shall we decido who the Ba- .
Meversare. The true Test., Works. The Cowmissiot. .,
Eud of the World not yet. Jswlsn and Christian aye. !
Praaching, Baptlsm, and 6lgus go together, ls Chrlst |
{n the Chutch? . o

CHAPTER VI{-—Are We Deluded?. .A Common Cry, |
Contradictory Positions, Order of Batteries, They !
fireinto each other, “Kettle Story.” Resultofthe|
Warfare. Malogue. God and Mediums decetving the )
World. Ars_God and the Devil Partners? Isit gqn, B
to damn the World for Unbelief, Author loves Geds
more than Bibles, Lying Spirits sent out. Did God.g
doit? Case of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Lzekiel's l_fi

lanstion. #piritualism a Delusion. The Lord coming,
rlcuuonlnz in & Circle. Wonderful Buccess of the OE
position (7).  Bpirituslism will not “down." *O
Splitfoot.”

CuarTer VIII-Objections Answered.—Objections -
usunlly the Result of Ignorance. ritish Lord and
tho Steamboat. Objections to the Telegraph. Objep:
tions to Abolitionlsm, God legisiated agalnat Spirita-
slism. Necromancy; Definition of. The Objection

roves Spir{tualism. Hebrews inclined to apply to the :
Law iodorsed Spiritualism. i

cnd for Knowledge.

binding. Jesus violated this Law. Paul and John
violuted, and hence deserve death. The Law good 10
Its Place, and for {ts Time. Men inclined to worlh.l‘
§pirits which communicated. ‘Thc Jewish Jehov
bot an Infinite God. He Inefted the Jows Lo Crims.

Price, $1.00. Sent Post-palds

From Sout to Sonl
8Y EMMA ROOD TUTTLE.
YIIS VOLUME CONTAINS THE

hest Poems of tho author, and sonie of her moat
popular songs, with the music by eminent composers.
Among the Poems which have attracted wide notice
wre: ‘‘Budding Rose,” “Incidents of Life Under the
Bine Laws,” *‘Parson 8mith's Prophecy,” “From the
Highlands of Hoaven," ** The City of Sorrow," * 8ol
q&y of Fulvia at Bicyon.” ** The IToly Maid of Keas,*

The Music {ncludes *The Unscen City:” *Clarf-
sel,”” & June Song; “We Shall Meet our Friends {n the
Morning" s Neet Us at the Crysta} Gates.”

Marv of the Poems r.re udmirsbl{nudapted for recite-
:lon, and were used by the anthior in her publio reads
ngs. B

Prrss NoTioms.—Mrs. Emma Rood Tuttle {s master-
ful in ber prolfic poctical genius.—The Twoe Worlds
(Eng.) A talented writer, and ono of President Gy
ficid's brightest scholars.—Chansaning wigus. $.

i2.22 poet, whose writings are familiar to many—
Detroit Advertiser. Mra. Tuttle {8 well known 48
n postess, and author of many oxquisite songs.—Bat,
five. 3pectator, ller poems are worthy to hang like @-
banner on our walls to recall us daily to our bettey
scives.—Hester M. Poole. A gifted lady, with rate;
puetie talent.—Warren Tribane. A poet with abupe:
dant talent and versat{lity.—~Raoner of Light. She ll
e of nature's poets.—American,  Intuitive, spirl &
miotlly refined, setting ltveif to musfc.~Progreéssiys’
Viluker, Strong, true and beautiful.—M-s. Sara AL

‘mlersrood, Clarfbel Is exquisitely beautifol.—D. D,
famne, .t
I'lie volume contalns 225 poges, 1a beantifully prioted!
+1 hound, and furoishes & Loe Holidsy G Pries - -
), post-pajd. O

r sala a¢ this nfllce.

'THE SUNDAY QUESTION,'

f TSTORICAL AND CRITICAL REs
L view of the Sunday Question, with Replies to za
Objector, by G. W. Brown, M. D. A pamphlet that
should be in the hands of alk Price 15 ceats. ¥
salo at this olce.

ELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THg

Bible. 144 Propositions, Theological, Moral, Hise
torlcal and Speculative; each proved affirmatively and
negatively by quotations from Scripture, without come
ment. Price 15 centa.

e e ————— e
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wide clrculation of the same will no doubf prove highly beneficlal as a iiterary agent } 2
and will assist greatly In arousing sleeping Protestants to the true conditions tm [

surround them,® | should Iike to see it

¢. P. JOHNSON, State President A, P. A. of lilinol
PRICE - 15~CENTS ¢ %

given a wide circulation,” '
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y Distery and 11

—and Complete -

repeats the words heard with her own
ears; making an acoount more enter-
taining : n- |
structive .to one who seeks light in
Spirituslism, - Paper 60 cents.

at thisoffles, - - -

Pocomoke, the designation of a Mary-

}land stream, means “‘Broken by Islands,”

than any nove), and far more in- |-

For sale

Yoar A;. P. A. Manual received, read nnd rorcad,and am bap

minde a succesy, 1t oughtto be In every American home.”

«X have exnmined the Fanunl for t
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' FOR SALE AT
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com thelir minds so that the;
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., [XxpPoseE or THE
ortne - PRINCIPLES & OBJECTS

AMERIGAN PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION

(COPTRIGETED,) - .

contans 80 pages, Sent o el of 'I5,c_eiits,
25 cents postpaid. The MANUAL sells af sight.
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