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‘When the great Pacifie railroad was
building and wending its way across the

iains and through the lands occupied
by the Indians, who were none 100

- friendly, but treacherous withal, and a

detachment of United States troops was
necessary as a guard for those engaged
in the work of construction, a young
friend of mine, who was an officer in the

... detachment, writing of the scenes and

" incidents of the country which he was

.| then seeing for the first time, stated
.-, that there was something strangely

-familiar aboutit all; that there appeared
‘g faint and undefined idea that he had at
. some previous time.yisited these scenes;
. that tgis ides took the shape of a half-

. forgotten dream. c
+ - The thought grew on him day by day,
.* a8 they passed over the plains and slong
the mountain foothills, and he could by
. "no means account for it. But while

o hereandst.illcontem})latingthismystery,
0

the anniversary his birth, which
event oceurred in 1849, was celebrated,
The same day he saw the mark of a
rave, and it was suddenly brought to
ﬁismind that on this route many of the
. “Forty-niners” made their way over-
7. land to the New Kldorado, and thut
. while en route many died—far away
~.from home, kindred, and eivilization,
My triend was not given to supersti-
:tion, and he at that time had but a
vague knowledge of the Hindoo belief
in the transmigration of the soul. Yet
‘'there was something about the whole
“affair he could not shuke off,and he
-v-thought of it, and dreamed of it. Then
.~ he beganan investlgation of this doc-
“‘trine of reincarnation, reading what
little he could get hold of and gaining
what little information he could from
-an encyclopedia. The result was to
‘more than ever implant within hima

© - belief that he had traversed the plains
‘before; that the mountains, the canons,
‘and the gorges were not unfamiliar to

~ him.

However much we all may profess an

" unbelief in this doctrine of metempsy-

chosis, there is sowmething occurring
almost every day to shake our unbelief.
Even if it is not in the observance of
scenes that we know we have not
+visited before in our own proper person,
there are occurrences which make us be-
lieve that something connected with us
aside from this ‘‘tenement of clay” has
been witness of them before. There
are incidents of hisborfy that serve to
awaken within us & half belief at least
thatthere is an indefinable something
.“gbout man that has visited points an
‘beheld things to which he himself is a

- stranger. :

- Who can say that the soul that inhab-
of Christopher Columbus
hundreds of years before it was rein-
carnated in him had not in some other
_person visited these lands, or inhabited
““'pne of the natives, and within Columbus;
ge’came rostless for a revisitation; ffat

R

> it was not this soul and this desire that

pressed on the ambition of the naviga-
tor and discoverer until his plan and
purposes mot with that success that led
to giving us a new world?

" The theory advanced by the Jains is
certainly a reasonable one, that a soul
cannot be immortal upon the one side

.without being so "upon both; that if

" created for a being at its birth it must

~-pecessarily imply an end with that
being; that whatever begins in time

.. must end in time; that if the soul sprang

- into existence specially for thislife, why
should it continue afterward?

. Dr. Gandhi of Bombay, in his paper

of the
Jains,” read before the World's Congress
of Religions, very aptly says: ‘‘it does

- not stand to reason that from an infinite
history the soul enters this world for its

“first and all physical existence, and then
merges into an endless spiritual eterni-
tﬂ. The more reasonable deduction is
that it has passed through many lives
‘and will have to pass through many
-more before it reaches its ultimate
goal.”

The conceded fact that there is a con-
tinual advancement in civilization, arts
and sciences presupposes, then, that as

. the soul continues to pass from one
being to another there is an advance-
ment and growth with it also: because
we concede that the soul. being imnor-
tal, is the moving power of man; that it
is the living soul within him that incites
to action and doing, and that without a
soul man is nothing; that what a soul
hus seen or done in one sphere it can im-
prove on in another. Then it is not im-
possible that a soul may travel from one
world to another. If the planets are in-
habited spheres, are we able to say that
the inhabitants thereof are of lessintel-
Jligence than those of earth? Is it not

- as well to suppose they are of greater

.. 'intelligence and advancementinscience?

= body through the li

Is it an unreasonable theory that it was
a soul that once animated a body of one
. of these spheres that possessed ¥Franklin
" -and moved him when he captured and
‘tamed the lightning? Was it not the
.- same soul, or one-of iike nature, having
- advanced in knowledge. that led Morse
~:'to his experiments that applied electri-

“city to the transmission of markings and

sounds known as telegraphy? And was
it not the same that carried with Field
-.the wires across the ocean and dropped
.‘them in the waters of the deep, whereby
“we are enabled to exchange messages

.

", " with the old world with the rapidity of

thought? Was it not the same that still
Iater in an onward march .gave us the
- electric telephone, by which- intelligible
‘sound, the actual spoken words, are
_transmitted, and the grand finale of
. -electrie motive gower and electric lights
‘through the medium of an Edison? Is

~’*it not by such advancements that the

soul is prepared by the passage from one
fe of another for its

- final home In a world of unending bliss?

“..%.".1f, as we have been taught, we -are all
" 'but imitators, and there is nothing new

under the sun, when a new-discovery is
- made, or some’ entirely ‘new reach of

o thought comes : forth, or . something
'“;. -transpires or is said or.dome out of the

regular order of -which' our- knowledge
- or - history gives import, then it must

~

arise from & reincarnated soul from an-
other world, where that soul has had

| knowledge of similar events, Upon this

theory the discoveries of Franklin,
Morse, Ficld and Edison are accounted
for, and we might thus haye foundation
for the belief that the soft, mellow light
Flven forth by Luna is but the electric
ight of another world. .

‘We have examnples in the pulpit and
the forum which we would not call imi-
tators, but we speak of them us u gift of
oratory,-in which we find their like in

recedent. Thus Lincoln, Douglas,

laine, and Logan were not original in
all things. The remark was frequent of
the likeness of Blaine to Clay as an ora-
tor, a statesman, and in his political as-
pirations, while in some things he sur-
passed Clay sufficiently for anage of ad-
vancement. There was a similarity in
many things between Webster and Gar-
fleld, and we may cross the Atlantic and
find a prototype for John Sherman gnd
other statesmen. Among the divines
we find men of a character and manner
akin to'a Wesley and a Cartwright.

In literature we have many examples,
but none of recent years more promi-
nent and conspicuous, in their character
and writin% than Edgar Allan Poe
and James Whitcomb Riley, Poe was
possessed of an.erratic character, dis-
position and habits which he was:inable
to control, and their combinatipn was
his ruin in a financial way, fréguently
putting him in the direststraitg for the
necessities of life, and his ingovdrnable
agpepite caused his days to end in a
charity hospital, and his body. to;be laid
away 1n a potter’s field, But his soul
was great and noble and origipal, and
there is left behind some of thg rarest
gems and contributions to American
poetry and prose, which embalms his
memory in the hearts of all lovers of
the sesthetic in literature, and is a

rander and more lasting monument to

is memory than any sgu.ft or column
that mi%]ht e towering skyward in the
most fashionable part of the cemetery
on Druid Hill at Baltimore.
' Other of Poe's poems than “The
Raven,” which was written with that
special aim ip view, bear the stamp of
originality in conception and diction,
The stories, too, are original, as well as
welrd and mysterious. There is much
in them to cause one who reads them to
think that Poe was at least a believer in
a revisitation by the immortal part of
man after death, if not in the reincarna-
tion. He makes, however, of the **Tale
of the Ragged Mountains” a very in-
genious story on the theory of transmi-
gration. |

Edgar Allan Poe died on the Tth of
October, 1849, It was at about this date
that James Whitcomb Riley was born.
I have already mentioned that there
was & similarity in the lives of the two
men. But, while Poe appeared to live
under a ban from which ge had not the
power to extricate himself, Riley,
further advanced in will power and self-
control, has been enabled to overcome
aud conquer & habit thatin days gone
by threatened to consume him. But in
Riley’s contributions to literature there
is a closer'similarity to that of Poe than
in his life. Riley's poems are original
in their diglect character. No one but
Riley could have written these dialect
poems, s0 free fromm ecducated refine-
ment, and yet so true to nature as to
touch a tender chord of sympathy, and
to call up such refreshing memories
that our hearts go out to him in kindest
love and veneration whenever we read
them. Eggleston, in his ‘‘Hoosier
Schoolmaster,” gives us some good por-
trayals of character, but. he paints no
such true and lifelike characters as
abound in Riley's poems.

It requires no streteh of imagination
to find a similarity between the ‘‘Black
Cat” of Poe and the *“Tale of a Spider,”
by Riley. But when you come to com-
pare these stories, the plot and circum-
stances all through, while you find the
mystery so characteristic of Poe in both
these stories, you will find the “Spider”
divested of the horror and diabolism
found in the ‘‘Black Cat,” which is an-
other evidence in favor of my theory
that during the course of transmigia-
tion a soul may grow in refinement, just
as we find an advancement in knowl-
edge, intelligence, a bettor civilization,
and reflnement in the ages and centuries
through which we pass, one being sin-
ply & caroling of the other. Thus, while
we find Poe in fiendish glee, destroying
an eye of his cat, Riley, rather by acci-
dent, destroys an arm of his spider. The
cat was still able to see its way, and
with its horrible look, with an eye gone,
was around to annoy and exasperate
Poe, and remind him of his cruelty. So,
while the spider had lost a main arm,
that probably injured its musical per-
formances, it was’yet able to put the
remaining ones in the ink and upon
paper, making a more miterable scrawl,
which was yet intelligible to Riley.
Each author sought a riddance of his
gest by the most heroic measures, Poe

urning the cat, and Riley crushing the
spider, yet they, or the ghost of them¥
remained to haunt them. Each story
starts out in & similarity of languag®;
and at once leading to the conclusion
that the latter writer has in view the
story of the first. -

Give to some one who never heard of
Poe or Riley the “Scenes from Poli-
tian,"” by Poe, and the “Flying Islands,”
by Riley, and after he reads them, ask
him as to the authorship, and he will
unquestionably say both are by the
same author. The plot is not the same,
but the manner and style of .-.the
“Islands’ is unmistakably that of *Po-
litian,” as much so as that of “Leonalne”
is similar to ‘“‘Annabel Lee,” when«we
consider that the latter was written by
Riley specially to imitate Poe, 'while
the other was not.- o

But it is in the sketches or prose
writings of Poe and Riley that the
greatest similarity occurs. The same
manner and style seem to pervade all
the way through them, save that those
of Riley are divested of much of the
mystery that pervades those of Poe, and
there is & lack of the gloom prevalent
also in Poe's, thus indicating an ad-
vancement, or a lifting of the soul from
out the shadow spoken of in the
“Raven.” That the conception and dic-
tion are alike will be shown by a reading
and comparison of such of Poe’s sketches
as ““A Descent into the Maelstrom,”
“The Purloined Letter,” “The Black
Cat,” ““The Tell-Tale Heart,” and oth-
ors, and Riley’s *‘Adjustable Lunatic,”
“A Remarkéble - Man,” ‘‘Tale of &
Spider,” “The Eccentric Mr. Clark,”
ote. - o A S

I have spoken of the similarity of the
lives, the ‘poems and" sketches of ‘these
two great authors.. Thete ig still: an~

“They both- wrote a rather fine}.

other- B : .
and beautiful hiand, eastly read, samples

.

| without it isa common pest.—Waller

Ty
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of which in the signaturés:lie ‘before
me, and the peculiar similarity of these
is remarkable. Edgar A. Poe has the
first and last names joined by’ a -stroke
of the pen underneath, and Riley has s
similar stroke above the name. - "' .
Mr. Riley has just published his latest;
book of poems under the title of ‘‘Arma-
zindy,” which is the leading poem of
the book, and said to be a really inter-
estin
singular coincidence relative to Poe
and Riley. I have already said that
Poe's death occurred October 7, 1849,
and. the burial the day following, and
that Riley’s birth occurred at about the
same time—the 7th of October, 1849, was
Sunday. ‘““Armazindy” is supposed to

be, at least so far, the crowning work of |

Riley. Its publication was first an-
nounced Sunday, October 7, 1804, and
%hesgrblicatiou made Monday, October

, 1804, S

In “‘Armazindy” is published for the
first time as & poem by Riley the little,
gem of “*Leonaine,” whichfirst appeared
some dozen or more years 4go, 88 &
newly-discovered poem of Poe's. While
there had been before, and have since,
a number of parodies on “The Raven,”
and other of Poe's poems, close in styls,
none came any way near to the similar-

ity of Poe as this, . After it had created |

uite a stir-in literary circles, Riley,

then an unknown writer of verse, ac-
knowledged its pa.t,ernit)y;. His claim
was disputed by some of the best critics,
and it was lucky for him that he had
proof of the authorship in the editor
who had first Published it. This poem
of “Leonaine” is said to have been
Riley's first effort. Then might it not
have been the first breaking forth of a-
great soul reincarnated, which in a
short time took on a different phase in
the origina] style of the Hoosler dialect.
But while original in that line, Riley’s
poems are not altogether original in
conception. I have not yet seen ‘‘Ar-
mazinda,” but from the story of its
foundation it is builded similar to
James Newton Matthew’s *“When Your
Father Went to War,” but Riley brings
his story to & happier conclusion,

Now, to sum up the similarity of Poe
and Riley, what shall we say? Is It
plagiarism or reincarnation? '

G. W. HARPER.

WHO SANTA CLAUS WAS.

Jes & lg,{,le bit o' feller—I remember
still—

Ust to almost cry for Christmas, like
g'onngster will,

Fourth of July’s nothin' to it!—New
Year's ain't a smell!

Easter Sunday—cirous day—jes’ all dedd
in the shell! ’

Lordy! thought at night, you know, to
set avound and hear

The old folks work the story off about-
the sledge and deer,

And “Sany” skootin’ round the roof, all
wrapped in fur and fuzz—

Long afore

I knowed who
“Santy Claus” wuz,

Ust to wait and set up late, &8 week er,
two ahed: :
Couldn't ha.rdlg keep awake, ner wouldn’t
o to be

Kettleg stewin’ on the fire, and mother.
settin’ near,

Darnin’ socks and rockin’ in the skreeky
rockin’ cheer;

Pap'd gap’ and wonder where it was the
money went, .

And quar'l with his frosted heels and
epill his linfinent;

And me a-dreamin’ sleigh-bells when the
clock 'ud whirr and buzz—

Long afore

I knowed who _
“Santy Claus” wuz,

Size the fireplace and figger how “Old
Santy" could

Manage to come down the chimbly, like
they said he would;

Wisht that I could hide and see him—
wondered what he'd say

Ef he ketched a feller layin' fer him
thataway.

But I bet on him and liked him same a8
if he had

Turned to pat me on the back and say,
“Look a here, my lad

Here's my pack—jes’ he’
all good boys does!

Long afore

I knowed who
“Sapty Claus” wuz.

Wisht that yarn wuz true about him as
it 'peared to be— ’ .
Truth made out of lies like that un’s
good enough for me.
Wisht I still wuz so confidin’ I oould jes’
o wild
angin’ up my stockin’s like the
little child
Climbin’ in my lap to-night, and beggin’
me to tell
'Bout them reindeers and ‘‘Old Santy”
that she loves so well:
I'm half sorry for this little girl-sweet-
heart of his—
]{.,ppg afore
e She knows who
" “Santy Claus” is.
o JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY.
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Over

Sunday Meetings in Chicago.
First Society of Spiritualists of Chi-

story. And now comes another |

cago, Hooley’s Theatre, 11 A. M.
Illinois State Association, Bricklayers
Hall, 93 Peoria street. 2:30 and 7:30 P. M
North Side Society, Schlotthauer’s
Hall, Sigel and Sedgwick streets, 2:30
and 745 P. M. ’
The Progressive Society, 3120 Forest
avenue. Children's Lyceum, 1:30 P M
Services at 3:00 and 7:30 P. M.
First Societf' of Spiritual Unity, Cus-
ter Post Hall,

e

halls.

"85 South Sangamon work.

Ll

Any.one whobends us_four tr"ial sﬁb-
scribers can have the Encyclopedia of

‘| coming: book; but circumstances com-

;] part of the present month. ‘I had "been
il there but a few days when I was sum-

‘I who, since that time, has been seriously

;| Black, ex-president of the Alliance, and

'mbﬁth,' éspecially to aselst him in the
copying of the manuseript for his .forth-

pelled me to abandon the work & greater

moned . tq ‘thé bedside of my mother,

(ill, ‘In the meantime I went to Daven-
port, Iowa, to suy the last words over
 the remains of our arisen sister, Mrs,
‘Blodgett; 80 the shadows have fallen
with the sunbeams on my way. N
I cannot close this communication
without paying a tribute to Mr. Thos. A,

who manages the meetings at Weis-
gerber's Hall. He has invested hun-
dreds of dollars during the past two
years in the cause. e as generously
gives his time and strength, If there
were more like him interested in- behalf
of the great cause, willing to sacrifice
time, strength and means, the work
would not lag as it does in many places.

In addition to the meetings mentioned
in this communication, the Alliance is

Death, and Life in the Spirit-World,
sent to him for 50 cents. Every Spirit-
ualist will want the varfous volumes of
this Encyclopedia. Your library will
not'be complete without it.

ITEMS OF INTEREST

——

From One of the Prominent Workers.

To.THE EDITOR:—It is a long time
since’I'have reported through THE PRro-
GRESSIVE THINKER, and some of our
good friends are wondering if I have
gone into & Rip Van Winkle sleep, I
am not asleep or idle; in ‘fact, lack of
time is my only excuse for my long
silence.

I joined Mr. Hull in Cleveland the
11th of November. The following day
we went to Kane City, Pa., where we
held four week-night meetings. Kane
City, in the days of the oil boom in that

art of the State, was a thriving town;

ut when the people went away many of
them took the bulldlngs with them, and
the burg to-day has the appearance of a
deserted town. Notwithstanding the
community is small, Spiritualism is well
represented, and has had a good hearing
among the people, Weekly circles are
held at the residence of Mr, Neeley.
The Spirit-world has foirnd & fine instru-
ment in the person of one of Mr. Neel-
ey’s daughters; she has given satisfac-
tory messages to many skeptics; such
have obtained proofs of spirit identity
by most convincing tests through auto-
matic writing. The friends who make
up the eircle of investigators are think-
ers and readers, and well posted in pro-
gressive current literature.

The last night of our meeting in Kane
City was the regular ‘‘prayer;meeting
night” of the saints in the community,

and as the hall we occupied was the|
|only plack in the town where public

meetings could be held, of course the
Christians felt they had the first claim
on it the night we¢ were there; so in
order to get in the’number of meetings
for which we had been engaged, we were
compelled to wait until after the Chris-
tians had said their prayers. The class-
leader did ‘not put in an appearance,
but an enthusiastic old gentleman, who
was determined there should be a pray-
er-meeting, was on hand as a substitute.
After expounding the.15th chapter of
Corinthians (Mr. Hull preached from
that chapter the night before), he led in
prayer, and after informing God of many
things in general, he said: “O, Lord, I
need not itemize, for I have presented
my petitions so often before."” Five
devoted sisters knelt and offered verbal
prayers at the same time, after which
they arose and offercd thefr “‘testimony
for Jesus.” The meeting was .then dis-
migsed, and four of the faithful women,
headed by a sister ‘who carried a lan-
tern trimmed and burning, filed out of
the houss, undoubtedly feeling they had
done their duty, and would get far as
possible from the Devil and his emis-
Baries.

The little prayer-meeting created not
so. mych as a ripple in the line of our
work 'and put us to no inconvenience,
only made our sleeping hours a little
less; but we did not even regret this,
for an occasional experience of that kind
shows us how far removed some of us
are from theological cant and dogma.
Such prowedhgs are ‘‘curios” in our
present state of development, and it is
apg absurd to denounce them as it would
be the geological and reptilian speci-
mens that have been preserved and
“shelved” to show the processes of evo-
lution in ages gone. Suffice it to say,
our efforts apparently resulted in good,
and the Spiritualists in the place re-
solved to organize for effective work in
the near future.

The following week we held meetings
two nights in the opere-house at Milan,
Ohio., That is a splendid point for
work; the Spiritualists whom we had
the pleasure of meeting while there are
advanced in the philosophy and have
had many and varied experiences in
phennmenal Spiritualism.

'The work in Cleveland has moved on
%loriously the past three months. Mr,

ull occupied th® rostrum in Wies-
gerber’s Hall every Sunday night dur-
ing October and November, dnd served
the West Side Society every Sunday
afternoon. The gudiences increased in
size from the first, On some obceasions

‘the seating capacity was not adequate

to accorpmodate all who went to these
) . During the time of Mr. Hull's
ministrations for these two societies,’
Miss Maggie Gaule and Mrs!, M. Pettl-
bone, on a.few occasions, demonstrated
the philbsophy by their phehiomenal me-!
diumship. © These ladies are each re-
markable mediums in their respective

street. Servicesat 10:30 A. M. ,> 2:30 and:| ‘»-Thank.sgiving wéek was spent, in our

7:30 p. M. ~ Children's Lyceum at 1:30-
P. M. N

The First Spiritual Society of the:
South Side, Auditorium Hall, 77 Thirty- |
first street., 2:30 and 7:30 P. M. .

Spiritual Union, Nathan Hall, 1565
Milwaukee avenue. 7:30 P. M. r

Chicago Fraternal Endeavor Society,
No. 11 North Ada street.

National Bociety of Spirltualists,.681 |
W. Lake street. Wednesday evenings
7:45 o'clock. o

The Spiritual Research Society, Or-
pheus Hall. in Schiller Theatre Build-
ing, Randolpél street, between Clark and
Dearborn. ~Every Sunday at 3 P, M. and.
7:30 P, M. -

Chicsgo Fraternal Endeavor Séciet‘y,
Lodge hall, No. 11 North
Meeting 2:30 and 7:30 p. M.

 Clear writers, like clear-fountains, do
not seem s0 deep as t’h9Y'-"’"‘°7"~'Laﬂd0P-(

journey of our varied experiences.

ahd ex

ment us
October and November. o
-~ participated in all the meetingsafter

home; this seemed a little oasis on the
Al-
though we met with a little misfortune
on our way home, by being robbed of
most of our dollars, we were determined
to carry out our programme for Thanks-

| giving, and provided a dinner for eleven

as hungry little childrgn as seldom sit
down at'a table. The happiness of the
little ones recompensed us for our labor
nse on their behalf. '
: Until we reached home the last of No--

vember, Mr. Hull “supposed he had an
engagement for the present month in
:Ind{ahapolis; but ke lerned there had
heen a misunderstanding on
-and another party had been engaged,
-+ | Knowing the friends were desirous that
+he should continue‘his work in Cleve-
Adg street.. land, arrangements were made immedi-

_- -, ately for his return, consequently at the

his part,

present writing he is filling ‘an’ engage-
inder the same manageinent as in

‘Of all yirtues, justice is the best; valor, I'jolned Mr. Hull i’ November, and re-

.

i

B
.
{¢

'turned with him the first of the present/

represented every Sunday ‘night in
Army and Navy Hall, with Mrs. H, S.
Lale as pastor, Lyceums are held on
both the East and West sides; these,
with the many good mediums located at
different points in the city, afford one
who is interested ample opportunites tq
investigate both philosophy and phe
nomena ‘ ‘ _\

Hoping soon to bé able to be at my
post, and with good wishes for the work
ors in the fleld, I am as ever,

MarTIE E. HULL.

NO MIDDLE ROAD.

To Prove or Disprove Materialization.

SOME THINGS THAT ARE BIMPLY RI-
DICULOUS—A DEMAND FOR TEST
CONDITIONS—PROOF OF GENUINE-
NESS.

To THE EDITOR:—I was pleased with
the letter of Dr. Greer and your com-
ments on the same, in the last issue of
THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. It is
time that sométhing was done to either
prove materializations a _grand fact, or
to suppress them, if fraudulent. There
is no middle road to be followed.

If human judgment and experience is
any guide, I think that I have seen gen-
uine materializations, But the 1dea
that such & great number of intelligent
individuals as the Spiritualists of the
United States are, many of whom attend
these seances, should be left in doubt as
to the genuineness or fraudulency of
that phase of spirit return, is so ridicu-
lous that we ought to be ashamed of
ourselves. The idea that thousands
upon thousands of intelligent people
should go evening after evening, and
dafr after day, to these seances, pay &
dollar, and come away no wiser as to
the truth or falsity of that phase o
spiritualistic phenomena, is simply ri-
!diculous, and it is time some concerted
action was taken, to forever do away
with doubt. Let us begin thisinvesti-f

ation. Inelst on the strictest test con-

itions; and do not gatmnize any

medivm who will not submit to them.
Honest and intelligent Spiritualists, who
have studied the philosophy of thé
ism, and who know as much about the
possibilities as any medium can; those
who are just as earnest regarding the
facts of a future existence and the
spread of this knowled%re, as any one
can be, can certainly salely be trusted
with such investigation.

While tho question is up, let all in-
telligent Spiritualists demand that ma-
terializing mediums must submit to test
conditions in each case, such as are

diums cowe into private houses, where
there can be no taint of suspicion. Let
unprejudiced and intelligent persons
conduct the examinations and investiga-
tions, and leave no door open for fraud
or deception. Itis better to have only
one genuine materialization than thou-
sands of deceptions. One single genuine
materialization will prove the fact of
sgirit return under that phase. While
the matter is up, let us agitate it, and
not cease until we get to the bottom.
Such action will be in favor_of genuine
mediums. and no such need object. It
will protect the genuine, if such there
are, against the frauds, and wipe the
frauds off the spiritualistic platform.
So, friends, insist on such investigation
in every case. The officers of next
year's camp-meetings should insist on
proof given by all mediums of their
genuineness; and whenever any medium
objects to submit to reasonable investi-
gations, such medium should be ruled
off the grounds. If all officers of camp-
meotings adopt this rule, mediums will
have to submit to it, or have no
business.

There is no reason why honest me-
diums should not submit to proving
themselves so, as the endorsement of
invcstigation committees would be the
best advertisements they could obtain,
and it would protect them against the
frauds. E? BAcCH.

- Aberdeen, S. D.

THE TWO MYSTERIES.

We koow not what it is, dear, this sleep
so deep and still; .

The folded hands, the awful calm, the
cheek so pale and chill,

The lids that will not lift again, though

we may call and call, ]

The strange white solitude of peace that]

- settles over all, ; '

‘We know not what it means, dear, this
desolate heart pain, . ]
The dread to take our daily way and]
walk in it again, . .’ ;

who leave us go.
Nor whg' we're left to wander still, nor:
why we do not know, :

But this we know: our loved and lost, if
they should come this day,

Should come and ask us: What is life?
not one of us could say.

Life is a mystery as deep as death can
ever be; ‘

Yet oh, how sweet it is to us, this life
we live and see!

Then might they say, those vanished
ones, and blessed ig the thought:

So death is sweet to us, beloved, though
we may tell you naught.

We may not tell it to the quick, this:
mystery of death:

Ye may not tell it if ye would, the mys-
tery of breath.

The child that enters life comes not with

reasonable and rational; let these me-|

| Socleties;

}We know not to. what sphere the loved! '

| (Medium).

RELIGION OF MAN -
ETHICS OF SCIENGE.
BY nung?fﬁ TUTTLE.

The past has been'the Age of the Gods and -the Re-
lglon of Paln; the present 18 tho Age of Mpnand the
Religlon of Joy. -Not-servila: trusf in:the Gods, but
knowiedge in the Jaws of tie_woridkhellef in the di-
vinlty of mnan and his eternal: progrety;toward perfec-
tion {8 tho foundatipn of tho -RxLie1Qy oF MaN ap
system of ETui1es as treatcd i this work. © ; .
, Tho followng are the titles of tho chupters: ' - . ¢
PART FIRST---Religion and Science.

Introductioni%-Religlon; = Fetlshism; Polytheism;
Monetheism; Phalllc Worahip;: Men's Moral Progress
depends on lils Intelicctual Growth; The. Great Theo-
logical Prublems-—the Origin: of Tivil, the Natureof
@od; the Future State; Fall of Man and the Christian
Scheme of Redemption; 'Man's Position, Fate, Free
wil), Freo Agency, Necessity, Responsibility; Dutles
and Obligations of Man to God and Himgelf.

PART SECOND--The Ethics ofScience

. Tue Individual; Gencsis snd Evolution of Spirlt
The Law of Moyel Goverpmepnt; The Apnetites; Eclfis
Propeneitics; Love; Wisdom; Coneclence; Accounta-
blilty; Change of Heart;. What Ig Good? What Is
Wrong? Happiness; The Path of Advance: The Will;
Is Man Free? Culture and Development of the Will;
Tho Charter of Human Rights; Libarty; Dutles and
Obligations; Sin; Pupishment—Present and Future;
Duty of Prayer; Duty to Children; to Parents; to Soel-
oty; Duty as 8 Source of Strmgth; Obligations to 8o-
clety; Rights of the Individual; of Government;
Dg% of Self-Culturs; Mnrrlpio. .

Pages, Finely Bound 1o Muslin, Sént postage free

for 01.50. For sale wholesale and retall at this office, |

THE SPRITUAL ALPS

HOW W EASCEND THEM
Or a few.thoughts on how to. reach that altitude
Where epirit 1s supremo and a)l things sre pubect ot

BY MOSES HULL

Price, cloth, 50 cents; peper, 25 cents. For sale a4
this offica.

Superstition in all Ages|

Or “Le Bon Sens;”

By JEAN MESLIER,

A Roman Catholic priest, who, aftBr & pastoral service
of thirty ycars in France, wholly abjured religious
dogmas, and asked God's gnrdon for heving taught the
Christian religion. Me left this volume as his last
will and testament to his parishioners and to the
world. Tronslated from the French originel by Mies
Anns Knoop,

Post 8vo., 839 pages, with portrait. Cloth, ¢1.00;
postage, 14 cents, ‘

“The work of the Lionest pastor {s the most curlous
and the most powerful thing of the kind that the lnst
century produced, , .. Palne and Voitalre lhad ro-
serves, hut Jean Meslier had none, He keeps nothing
haeck; and yet, after all, the wonder 18 not that there
should have been one priest who left that testiimony at
bis death, but that all priests do not."—Jamnes Parton

~ VOLNEY'S RUINS

THE LAW OF NATURE,

.» TO WHICH I8 ADDED

Volney's Anewer to Dr, Priestly, a Biographical Notice
by Count Daru, and the Zodiacal 8igns and
Constellatlons hy the Editor;

Aleo, a Map of the Astrological Heavens o
the Anclenta,

Printed on heavy paper, from new plates, {n large,
clear type, with portrait and illustrations, One vol,,
post8vo, 248 pages; paper, 50 centa; cloth, 75 cents.

This {8 undoubtedly one of the hest and most useful
booke ever published,
hest interests of mankind, and clearly points out the
sources 0f human {gnoraunce and misery. The author
{s supposed to meet In tho ruins of Palinyra an appari-
tion or phantom, which explains the true principles of
society, and the causes of both the prosperity and the
ruin of anclent states.- A general assembly of the
nations 1s at length convened, a legislative body
formed, tho source and origin of religlon, of govern-
ment, and of lawa discussed, and the Law of Nature—
founded on justice and equity—is finally proolaimed
10 an oxpectant world.

JOYS

Beyond the Threshold,

"~ A’Sequel to
TO-MORROW OF DEATH.
By LOUIS FIGUIER.

Translated from the ¥rench.

THE TO-MORROW OF DEATH was writen ta
davelo%zho idea of the principle of the perinanence
of the human soul After death, and {ts reincarnation
{n a chain of new heings, whose successive links are
unrolled in the busom of ctherial space. *“BEYoND
THE THRRSHOLD" continues on the same lines en-
larging and expanding the idea by reasons and con-
slderations drawp from sclence an Eh!losophy;clnlm-
fng that the certafpty of a new birth beyond our
earthly end s the best means of arming ourselves
ageinst a1l weakness In thc presence of death, and
that tho help offered by science and philosophy to that
.end 18 far superior to that of any of the existing re-
Jigions. ¥rom beginning to end it is Intercsiing, en-
tertatning, instructive und fascinating, and whether
one accepta it all or not, much wiii have heon learned
d much pleasure snjoyed i» its perusal. Price §1,25

RELIGION OF THE STARS

By 0. B. RICHMOND,
G. M. of the Order of the Magi,Chicago-

OUND /N CLO1H WITH GOLD
slde, and containing 320 pages. This splendid
hook, Just issued, contains ninetcen full Temple leo-
tures apon occult subjects, together with other art{-
cles from various newspapers, relsting to the great
work. It containe all the vld Temple Jectures fssuecd
In 1892, and three others ou the Humax 8Souwn, which
are nlone worth the price of the"book This wonder-
ful book {s unique as an Evangelist of Science and
Truth. Price 01.23, postpald, to any address. For sale
at this offina

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES.

A Fascinating Work.

The readers of THE PROORESSTVE THINEER will re
member the story under the above title, by Hudson
Tuttle, which was published fn {ts columns. Attbe

| time, constant ipquiries were madc as to {ts appearing

In book form. This wish has now been gratitied. ]t
makes a volame of Q‘SP cs, {0 style and form like the
»Convent of the Sacred Heart," with a finely-engraved
I{keness of the author on the.cover. The sccnes of the
story alternately shift from earth to the spirit sphares,
sod'the philosophy of Bpiritualism, the occupation and
modes of Mife of splrituel beings, are'presented inthe
pledsiong form of narrative.

The following are the chapter-tities: Introduction;
The House of the S8are; Home of the Miser; The Low
Hades: christmastide 1o the Spheres of
Light; Christmastide and the Golden Gate; The Un-
bappy Marriage; Esster Day in Heaven; A Visitto
the Iglrth; The Change Called Death: Coming tothe

*Knowledge of the Light; 1ho Boclety Again Visits |-

Rarth; The Forsaken and Desplsed; Discuesion; A

| Visit to a Distant Globe; Reurion in the Spirit-world;

Contentedness Not Goodness; Address of the Bage,

It Is & book the Spiritualist will-be delighted with: 8
hook in which tho {nvestigator will find anawers to
ever-recurring questions: & book which will Interest
the church member, nor repel the snost prejudiced.
The price {n paper {s 650 cents; wusiln §1; postpalé.

SPIRITS’ HOMES.

‘From the First to the Seventh Zones, and onr duties
to each other here_and now. By Dr. G. I. Miller,
Price, 20 cta.

THE TALMUD.

Belectionsfrom tho contents of that anclent book,
its commentaries, teachings, pootry, and legends.
Alpo brief sketches of the men who made and com-
mented upon it. By H. Polang. 89 pp. Price.

cloth, 6!.00.
WOMAN.

A lectargmielivered to -Indies only. - 3
Halbort Paper, 10 cents. o only. By Mrs. Dr.
E WORLD'S SIXTEEN CRUCL
fied . Saviors. By Ecrsey Graves. You should
réAd it ard be the wiser. Pricesl.50.
7 HE CONTRASL, EVANGELICAL-
fsm and Spiritualjsm Compared. By Moses Hull
A work of rare merit.{rice $1.00, . :
. g SPIRITUAL BIRTH, OR
Death and its Tomorrow, the Spirituallstic ldca

of Desth, Heaven abd Hell. By Moscs Hull. Price, 1)
ps A

24

knowledge or intent:
So those who enter death must go as
.~ little children sent.’
Nothing is known,; but I
2. God is overhead: - Baso
And as life is to the living so'death is to
* . ‘thedead, i T l
. MaRY MaPgs Doge.

< -

i)elievje that '
. N LY Ji

X
B

+Futh. . - .
EWS OF OURHEAVENLY HOMB,
By Andrew Jackson Davis. - Highly interesting,
Postage 5 centt. Price<Scents.  © . - o
YE MYTH OF THE 'GREAT DEY-
..uge._-Something lyon should heve to vefer to. By
es M. MeCann, Price 15 cents. - .
TV SHE BECAME A SPIRITUAL.
it ok et B e by SFony ORISR "HHE
00 Potage 30 Coutar 1< OHIVIRAR

d | ters:

It eloquently advocates the |

THE CONFESSIONAL,
BY FATHER CHINIQUY.

This {2 o most valuablo book. . It comes'{rom an F;
Priest, whose chuaracter §8 ahove reproach, and
kuows “what he fs talking about: Lverybody should?
read it. Price, 61.00, It contaius tho following chaps:

oo CHAPTER T. .
The Btruggle before the Surrenderof

. respeet {n tho Counfessfonal.

: CHAPTER 1T
Auricular Confesslion 4 Deep Pit

Priest. :

Won’unlysél
ot Perdition'for the,

CHAPTER III.
The Confeesional §s thie Modern Sodom, .
) CHAPTER 1V. ’
How the Vow of Celllincy of the Priests {s madg ens
by Auriculgr Confessfon, ) Y
CHAPTER V. :
The highly-cducated aud refined Woman fn th
fesslonal—¥hat hecomes of her after uncox
- al surrender—Her {rreparablo Rufnd” -
CHAPTER VI.
Auricular Confessfon destroys all the
Marriage and Human Soclety.
CHAPTER VIL LTy e
Should Aurfcular Confession be folerated amopg C
1zed Natlouy? CHAPTEE VIII S
; 'E . i
Does M*m:' Confession Lring Peace to the Soyl?
CHAPTER IX,
The Nogmsa of Auricular Confession

Lioposture.
CHAPTER X, }
God compels the Church of Nome to confess ¢
Abominations of Auricular Confession, ..
CUAPTER XI.
Auricnlar Confession in” Ausiralia,
France.

o
Ho!

Sacred Ties

a Snurlieglp

Alnep"lcn,'
CHAPTER X1, -
A Chapter for the Consideratiun of Legtslators, Hue-:,
bands and Fathers—Some of the 1watiera on which
the Priest of Rome must Question'hfs Pcnitents

Sent Post-pald, Price, $1.00.

THE MISSING LINK -

In Modern Spiritualism.

One of the Fox Sisters.

——

ANACCOUNT OF MODERN SPIRI

ualism—so-called—from fis Inception at Hydesy
ville, N. Y., including the experiences of the Fox Famy’
{ly, spirituaitstic and otherwise, coutd not fail to: be
very Interesting, and the interest j& intensified when!
that account {s written by onc of the Fox Bieters,:
Such is the fact in this lustance, the volume haw
been written by A. Leah Fox, after her marrigge with
Danicl Underhill. The scencs, experiences, trials sndt
triumphs of these ploneers of the great moyement arg
narrated In a most entertaining manner, and with mor
completencss than can elsewhere bo found, It 48
nost tmportant part of the history of the great Spiri
ua!l movement which now numbers its votaries b
mitllons. Every Bpirituailst should have

“THE MISSING LINK”

to afd to a full understanding of Spiritualtsm, and @
better knowledge of its earlier modern origin and lifs,
‘The volume 18 enriched with & nnmber of fine en:
graved portraits of mewbers of the I'ox Family,

Price, 81.50. For sale at this office,

Researches in Oriental -Histo:
BY G. W. BROWN, M. D,
One Vol. 12mo, 407 Pages, Oloth, $1.60;

GENERAL DIVISION,

1. RESEARCHES IN JEWISH HISTO.

2. RESEARCHES IN ZOROASTRIANISM.,:
8. DERIVATION OF CHRISTIANITY. .
4. WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS?.

The whale comprises an earnest hut fruitless sonrch.
for a ll{storical Jesus. Lo

1o this valume the Jews are clearly shown not to
have been the holy and favored people they claim.to
have been. The Messianic Idea {8 traced to the Bac-
triau Philosopher, 2350 years B. C., and {ts mst,or¥'15‘;
outlined, following the waves of emigration, unt{l it 18
tully developed into Christisuity, with a mnythical hero,
at Alexandrig, in Egypt, soon after the commencement
of the Christian era. . :

The book demonstrates that Christianity ond ita cep
tral hero are mythical; that the whole system s bnacd'_
on fraud, falsehood, forgery, fear and force; nod that
its rites. ceremoninls, dogmas And superstitions are
but survivals of so-cnlled puganism. It s8hows VAt re-:
search ameng the records of the past; {18 facts are
ostly gleaned from Christian authority: and no D "
son ean read {t without {structicn and profit, whettigy
he renches the satne conclusions with the author oM .
otherwise. For sale at thlaofee. :

SOMETHING USEFUL,

UT OF THE DEPTIS INTO THP
Lianv. By Bamucl Bowles; Mrs, Carric E. .8,

Twing, medlum. Tbislttie book will be rend with
i{ntense Interest by thousands. 1t contains Mr. Bowics’
Interviews with the inbabitants of the Hells of 8pirlte
life—a dreadful, but apparently true report of the
suffering and wrath of the milllons who have gona
frow earth-l{fe with the dnmnire c¢ffects of dehanche
er(, misdirected ambition, unsatisfied revengo and
lyloglives. Tho book i8 made up of fiftecn chapters.
Somo of thu titles of tho chepters are as follows:
The Spberesof Insurrectionists and Prostitutes—The
Home of Corrupt Poliucians—Abode of Spirits whe -
lot to {ncresge sorruw, debauchery, drunkenncss,

{sscnrion and revenge—The War Department {n -
the llcllaof 8pirit-itfc—Unhappy Marringes are Prq,- :
moted by the low spirits in tho match-makinghell of
Spirit-life—The Negro Hell—The Indlan Hell—The |

ormon Hell—The Hell for Dishoncst Spirituallsts -
and mediums—Into the Light. The Redecmed Prince.”
An Indian Camp-fire— A Negro prayer-mcoting {n the
light. Anb Advent!st looking for the end. Tho Spirite- . §
usl Congress. Pricc,25 cents. RN

VERY VALUABLE BOOK.

CIENTIFIC BASIS OF SPIRITUAL-

{sm. By Epes Sargent, outhor of * Planchette, or -
the Despalr of Sclence,” * The Proof Palpable of Im
mortality,” etc. This I8 n large 12mo of 872 pages,
with an appendix of 23 pages, and the whole containing
o great amount of matter, of which the table of con-:
tents, condensed ag it {5, givesnoldes. The author:
takes the ground that since natural sclence s com- -
cerned with a knowledge of real plicnomensa, appeals
ing to our scose-perceptions, and which are not ‘only
historically imparted, hut are directly presented inthe:
{rresistible form of dally demonstration to any falthful
investigator, therefore Spiritunlism {s a natural gcle <
ence, and all opposition to i1, under the ignorant pre.
tense that it s outside of nature, 18 unscientific and
unphilosophical. All this s clearly shown: and the
ohjections from **scientific,” clerical snd literary de
nouncers of Spirituallsm, cver sfnce 1817, arc answered
with that genetmnng force which ¢nly_arguments,’ :
winged with incisive facts, can impart  Cloth, 12mo,
pp. 3%6. Price 01.50. Postage 10 cenl'. For sale &t
this office. :

LEAFLETS OF THOUGHT.

ATHERED FROM THE TREE OPF
Life. Containing some of tbe experiences of &
spirlt who has been in spirit life Afty-seven years. By -
DP. E. Litchficld. This work of 287 pages contslnsa
vast fund of information. It gives tho experlences of
a spirit, and therefrom an fmportant lcsson is learned.. .
He visits the homes of tho fallen, secking to bless some -
of them. His sollloquy, n8 he enters the dark valley, {8
very interesting.. He accoets a sorrowing spirit, and
by kindly advico leads him to the Templo of Progress.’
His philantbropic work s vividly portrayed. This
work contains sixtecn chapters of valuable Informas’
tion. Prive 1.2, For aslr at this otfice.

SYCHUL 4THY,; OR SPIRIT HEAL-

ing. DBeing a ecrics of lessons on the relaticns of. y
wi6 spirit to lte own organism, and tho Interrclations ' :
of human beiugs with reference to health, dlecase and. -
healing, by the spirit of Dr. Benjamin Rush, through
the mediumship of Mrs. Cora L. V. Ricbhmond.
ghyalclnn should be without this book. No megmetia

ealer should bo without ft, and no family shonld « .’

be without its valusble aid. It Js b valuadblo ald
to tho physician {n determining the relation of his pa.
tient's spirit to 1ts body, thus cpabling him to kn
romsd{cs aro necessary to perfectly a
N .}o each other; to the magoetic healer it .
' hecause it flinatrates the actual magnetic polaa -
apdSir corresponding nerve ceniers, To the ‘ger -
eraf! I=1er It will prove a boon because it explaingthe -
and sriritue) basis of life, aud tho Influcneo
aiment, and the surrounding conditions and
ijdtres upon tke buman organisl. Price (cloth)
A '@r uele at *ois office. .

" THE DIAKKA.

'E DIAKKA AND THEIR EARTH.
1y Victims, by the Seer, A. J. Davis, I8 s very {n- .
teresting and suggestive worlc, It is an explanation of -
much that {8 false and repnlsive in Spiritusiism, em- .
bodying a most important recent interview with James
Victor Wilson, a resident of the Summer-Land, Price :
cents. For srle at this offies B
VJE DEVELOPHENT OF THE.
Spirit After Transition. By thelate M. Faraday. -
Tbhe origin of Treligions, and thelr influence upug
the ments] development of the huinan race. Trans- -
scribed at the request of a band of ancfent pbl\osq-

ph-rs.  Price, 10 cents. :

SUS AND THE MEDIUMS, OR -
Christ and Mediumehip. By Moees Hull, A pame
phiet weil worth reardine  DPeigg 1™ ~omte o
TH.E QUESTION ~SETTLED. -B'A;
" ! f Biblical and Modcra 8pla.
:m.ugfdﬁiv(i‘:m: lilnuolll‘.o An {nvaluable work, .Prlo( y

YY1 AYSIDE JOTTINGS, JLssays
% .%?:ui‘ﬁi‘.a'i.“.‘;m'ca‘.“ﬁy U+

lb hit BEetch 5’
Ue B 5o ks mouy wxoelleat. Erice sl
R : o L
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MPORTANT QUESTION.
here Anything Pragiicgl in Spivit-
L ualism?

w0 us who bear the name of Spirit-
' have not been met by the ques-
on; §0, often asked by those who differ
m - us,; -and often. also by those who,
hilst convinced of the truths of the
henomena, have not yet come to drink
its inner depths. They say: “Well,
mitting all you say of the truth of
_ppirit return,and all that clusters around
tgis; admitting that it is an interesting
‘studg' from a sciepntific point of view,
what is to be gained by it? Of what ad-
‘vantage is it to us who have to plod our
ay through this mundane sphere? 1§
there anything practical in it
. A . casual observer, attending for the
first time one of our phenomenal meet-
ings, and listening to the messages and
‘tests. a8 given there, may well be par-
- fdoneqd if: he leaves the meeting with &
- pretty-well defined imppession that this
one truth forms the essence of Spirit-
ualism, and . therefore there is nothing
" practical in it. Letus for a moment see.
%5~ Under this name, for forty-five years
" 'we have declared to the world our belief
« - in the possibility of spirit-return. Naf',
. more. - We have declared that not only
do we believe this, but that we have ac-
fugl knowledge of it.  Naturally, we are
.8t once met by the demand ior proof;
. -and it is in the varied manifestations of
V... -the spirit, as seen under the phenomenal
i"  ~aspect of this great truth, that we seek
to establish our claim. But, having suc-
“ceeded so far, we do not stop here; for
*,we have but taken the first step into
"~ ~.that realm which is as broad as the
- universe and as lasting as eternity.
The tiny rap, the message from the
... Joved one, in order to perform its mis-
1 slon, should be as the first awakening of
At $hat inner life, that diviner manhood
~+F and womanhood—the incentive, in fact,
‘ to a higher and a holier life.
. The scientific is but the minor side of
i+ _the question; to those who love it best,
ARE 'SPiritualism is thelr religion, their guide
.. ‘ollife, and without felr of contradiction
. ‘we say, is the only thing claiming to be
_ this, that can be said to be practical.
% . For what is religion? Is it not an in-
ward- perception of, and: love for, that
‘Infinite Intelligence which we call God?
causing us o give outward expression to
-this in loving kindness to our fellow-mman;
-that attribute of the mind which develops
in us the power to love and long for the
good, and enables us in practice to reach
/.- .the grandest heights of self-sucrifice and
.~ moral -integrity. I know that many of
- our-orthodox friends will differ with me
f here, and tuck on other issues which we
- claim are absolutely outside the realm
“of religion,
~What care we for creed, catechism, or
. dogma, if, under the illuminating power
of the spirit, we have been able to per-
i celve. these truths and live up to their
precepts—and to be a Spiritualist means
‘to'do this in the highest sense, and to
v do it not from fear of punishment or
. hope of reward, for this {8 not religion;
- but to do it because the love of God has
_illumined our hearts, because we have
drunk so deep of the Christ spirit, and
“.have baon so imbued with the holy prin-
;- ciples of . his new commandment, ‘‘Love
“one another,” that we as naturally turn
.. to the good as lilies to the sun.
- -1 Is there anything practical in it? We
ﬂ)uld _almost smile did we not realize
, mat the question has also its shadowed
", -4de, for in it we see one of the misconcep-
i 1§ons that have formed a stumbling-block
L0 many a seelrer aftor truth, We may,
Ihwever, angwer the question by asking
-dnother: Is there any path in life that
- its principles do not penetrate?
oIt ‘is quite true, dear friend of the
orthodox faith, we take issue with you
. onjnany material points; we think we
. hold: the vantage ground when we de-
. clare: the very foundations upon which
-.you have erected your fabric of man's
i moral obligation, to be faulty and in-
secure; for it rests upon an external com-
) Eliunce with an external law, whilst we

i
1

- begins with the inner lite, and requires
that the spirit grow to know; and in the
knowledge do that which is right”—and
Avhilst this added knowledge brings with
it & sense of increased spiritual responsi-
bility from man to man, it also brings a
. ¢learer perception of these obligations,
-and a greater desire to fulfil them, from
.an inward sense of justice and of right.
.~ Andit is when we have reached these
. heights that the ncw commandment of
. Olivet'will have become the rule of our
lives, and we shall breathe its splrit; then
it will be. that we may safely become a
“law unto ourselves,” for the spirit will
bf itself enforce obedience to the law of
ove, -
Surrounded by this precious light, our
ry Gethsemanes of sorrow are safely
ssed, and become as the ‘‘shadow of
¢ rock ina weary land,” enabling us
ather the rich fruits of the spirit,
ch amidst the too brilliant glare of
groken earthly happiness could not
jtgours. Pausing on our journey in life
s ap2ath - this grateful shelter, we can
L S
ugter with a generous hand the flowers
¢opathy and love, and carry out the
ne injunction to “‘weep with those
- whi'veep and rejoice with those who
Theioice.” Learning for ourselves the
on” that no earthly happiness can be
pared. to that joy which comes of
suphing over sorrow, enabling us, as
'Eis aze upon the sleeping form of the
ono beforo, even to rejoice
there indeed is that immor-
in-which ‘‘death has lost its sting,
the grave is swallowed up in vie-

L'his, then, is Spiritualism; and as the
;iresentatives of these trutﬁls, have we
de them practical by being true to
arselves, true to the glorious principles
f our cause? As a factor oF spiritual
power, in the world, does Spiritualism
stand “where with such a standard she
ought to stand? Sadly we answer, No.
It i not ours to criticise the reason why;
we may, however, ask as individuals:
Can we do anything to elevate and place
it whera it ought to be? We answer,
. Yes. . As individuals we are responsible
for our own lives, and to this extent are
the custodians of and responsible for the
i furtherance of these truths, and it will
be when as individuals we come to a
* realization of this, and each in our own
lives live up to the highest and best
7 there is in us—when absolute purity of
life, word and action shall be our watch-
!.word—that no longer shall the question
be asked: Isthere anything practical in
- it? For then shall the name of Spirit-
ualism stand before the world as the
synonym of all that is pure, just and
koly.: - CAROLINE CATLIN.

A rogue is & roundabout “fo0l.—Cole-

ridge. - o o I

" Rank and riches are chains of gold,
b still chains.—Ruffini. B :

‘I naiia into the cabinet with then.

~ MATERYALIZATIONS.

He Doesn’t Think Test Conditions Are
Proper,

To THE EDITOR:—Dr. Foreman,in the
last number of THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER, demands that mediums for
the phase of materialization should sit
under test conditions, ’ )

Caul it be possible the good man knows
what he asks? Does he know the etfect
of test conditions upon the manifesta-~
tious?. I presume not. - His opinion is
made up from the result of sittings with
Fritch and like people, who, to be gener-
ous, have not proven very satisfactory.

Experience with many mediums, good
‘and bad, honest or the roverse, satisfies
me, at least, that if we would keep away
from frauds and give our confidence to
honest mediums, the former would soon
ao out of the business and the latter
improve wonderfully. We think that
with keen observation and fair intelli-
gence, the truth or falsity of & manjfes.
tation should be decided without grab-
bing or violent interference with either
spirit or confederate,

Unless you are sure, you certainly
ought not to seize a form. And if you
are sure, you need not.

For this reason no violence should be
attempted. It endangers the life of the
medium, and the idea that your doubts
must be satisfled at such a risk is
wrong.,

As a manager of seances for material-
ization, I have determined never to per-~
mit the medium to be humiliated and
insulted by submitting to test condjtions.
An examination of cabinet and sur-
roundings before and after a seance
seems reasonable and proper; to ask
anything more is insulting, as it implies
a doubt as to the honesty of the spirit
work looked for,

We hope the good Doctor will not let
his unfortunate experience with fakirs
influence his better judgment, and we
promise him, if we visit Stockton the
coming year, to send him a compliment-
ary to sit with us, and we will try tore-
store his confidence in himself and other
mediums. A, HATCH.

449 Capitol Ave., Hartford, Conn.

MATERIALIZATIONS.

Should Demand Test Conditions.

To THE EDITOR:—The great increase
of fraudulent manifestations forced upon
the earnest searchers after the deep and
sublime mysteries of Spiritualisin, by
many medinms who are genuine in some
of their phases, and by the downright,
unprinecipled, unmitigated frauds, has
surely made the needs of the day some
kind of honest, fair, unpersecuting and
certain test conditions. Such conditions
might diminish the number of frauds,
and cut down the numerical variety of
manifestations, but it certainly wouid
glve us only the genuine.

True, there are many eccentric old
Spiritualists among the almost unani-
mous new converts who are easily fooled
and ready to rise up in defense of any-
thing and everything that purports to
come from the Spirit-land. These are
the people upon whom these vultures are
feeding, and Spiritualism is now strong
enough to call a halt, "There have been
some very proper suggestions made hy
others in THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER,
in advance of this article, and as many
upon the reverse side of the question.

hat is to hinder materializing me-
diums, or fakirs, running a seance with-
out ' amy test conditions, from taking
any amount of personating parapher-
That
old chestnut of ‘“‘grabbing” the spirit
would be provented, or at least the pos-

l
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_bread. . .

sibility of grabbing tho fake would be
obviated by the adoption of the wire or
mosquito-bar cage. If the medium be
genuine there need bLe no humiliation
about absolute test conditions; it would
only hold back the fraud and elevate the
genuine; and as it is now the frauds,

‘believe that “Man’s true spiritual growth ' through their feats of legerdemain, can

produce a more abundant crop of mani-
fostations and draw the largest crowds.
When a fake can stalk boldly into a
cabinet that has “‘been examined,” and
with lacc and other materials secroted
about his person can trotout from twenty
to fifty imitations of spirit-friends to be
kissed and danced with by tearful and
loving dupes, and when he or she can
take a live canary in their pocket, or a
bunch of flowers, and make from twenty
to fifty dollars a night every night in the
week, with no *‘drawing™ on their system
except the nervous strain through fear
of being “‘grabbed,” there is noshow for
the limited manifcstations of the genu-
ine, truth-loving medium.

Again, it is often the case that in tho
examination of the prewmises and the
medium for signs of humbuggery the
wrong person is examined. The confed-
erate Is often the ‘‘manager” of the
seances, who should be examined also.
There is no burlesque in Spiritualism.
It is either a pgenuine, demonstrable
scientific fact or it is naught. I know it
isafact. I do not care how soon the
‘*fool and his money part,” but I do care
for the grand and sublime truth of our
philosophy and the honest skeptic, who
18 as often a poor, hard-working man
and his wife, as it is one who is able to
cast his pearls hefore swine.

I think thisisall I need to say upon
this question this time. If Iam com-
pelled to in defense of my Froposition
1 can explain just how most of the {raud-
ulent manifestations are performed.

: P. O. KERR.

Massachusetts Spiritualists,
tention!

The Annual meeting of the Massachu-
setts State Association will be held at
First Spiritual Temple, corner Exeter
and Newbury streets, Boston, Tuesday,
January 1, 1895. Business meeting at
10:30 A. M. Mass meetings at 2and 7
P. M. Addresses by H. D. Barrett,
Washington, D.C.; Dr. Geo. Fuller, Mrs.
R. 8. Lillie, Mrs. Mary Cadwallader,
Mrs. M. T. Longley, Mrs. Carrie Loring,
Rev. 8. L. Deal, Dr. Chas. Hidden, Os-
car Edgerly, Dr. Arthur Hodges, Rev.
Juliette Yeaw, Mrs. N. J. Willis, Rev.
A, Titus, Dr. Chas. Hending, Thos.
Grimshaw, Mrs. Hattie Mason, and, if
possible, Edgar W. Emerson, F. A.
Wiggin and Miss Abby Judson. Ques-
tions of importance to Spiritualists will
be discussed, Let every Spiritualist that
believes in protecting and aiding honest
mediums sttend. Let all who believe
in medical liberty attend. i

At-

FRANCIS B. WOODBURY.
Sec’y Mass. State Association.

The peé.;s;nts of Germiany, ‘Sweden

and Russia;subsist almost wholly. on rye

Gt LR

Any one who sends us a new yearly
subscriber can have the Encyclopzdia
of Death, and Life in the Spirit-World,
for 50. cents. The subscriber can also
have it for 50 cents, Any one who de-
sires the book can easily get a new sub-
periber. Try it. .

HE WAS DELIGHTED,
The Views of a Prominent

. Journalist.

t o
To THE EDITOR:—1 was delighted he-
yond measure to receive through the
mail a cop{ of your Encyclopadia of
Death, and Life:'in -the Spirit-World,
I have glanced at it preparatory to read-
ing the work cavefully. It appears to
me to be a remarkable volume and one
that will open the eyes of the world to
many sublime truths in connection with
the "Hidden Self.” To emancipate the
human race from the bondage of super-
stitious fears in regard to death, I re-
gard as a high misslon, and one that you
will be likely to accomplish in a high
degree by the publication of your great
work. Ilvery true Spiritualist in Amer-
ica should have this book and loan it to
outsiders from time to time, thus spread-
ing the “%lad tidings of great joy”
which the book enunciates so forcibly.

A. W. MOORE.
Rochester, N. Y.

A VETERAN SPIRITUALIST.

He Has Read the Encyclopeedia with
Great Interest.

EXCELLENT TO DO MISSIONARY WORK
—DREAD OF DEATH—AN ACT THAT
IS WORTHY OF IMITATION.

To THE EpITOR:-—The Encyclopzdia
of Death came duly to hand. I have
reud it with great interest, and feel that
it is & book well calculated to do mis-
sionary work. It ought to have a large
circulation. How I wish my father
could have read such a book a few yecars
before he died, for he had a great dread
of death, notwithstanding the fact that
he waga member of the orthodox church.
In a communication to me a few years
ago he wrote: ‘1 am glad you have not
that fearful dread of death, which I had
all my life.” I am convinced there are
many who feel as he did. I shall do all
I can to increase the circunlation of the
paper and book. For this reason I sub-
scribed for two copies of the paper and
books and sent them to two of m
friends. I hope that many others will
do the same. JOSEPH BEALS.

THE ENCYCLOPZADIA.

Words From a Veteran Worker.

To THE EDITOR:—The Encyolopadia
of Death is at hand. It is a handsome-
looking volume, and is just as good as it
looks. From a hasty glance at its con-
tents, I judge it to bo an exhaustive
treatment of the Spiritualistic philos-
ophy of death. It will be a valuable
ucguisitlon to any Spiritualistic library,
and will, no doubt, meet with a very
large sa.fe, not only among pronounced
Spirvitualists, but investigators, skeptics
and all who take any interest along such
lines of thought as embodied in this very
instructive and interesting book. I
think it will double (and, werc it not for
the distressing state of business and
scarcity of money, treble) the subscrip-
tion list of THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
within six months. Success to the Now
Departure. THOMAS LEES.

Cleveland, Ohio.

THE OLD YEAR,

Come closér, friend, the old year dies,
The air is tremulous with his sighs;
The evening shadows, drear and dim,
Fall solémn like a requiem,
And spectrés rise at memory’s call,
And fill again the silent hall;
We count their presence, old and young,
And hear again the songs they sung;
And pledges given, and friendships won,
Come trooping back, one-by-one.
As softly down the shadowed west
The old year slowly sinks to rest,
Come let us talk of gladsome cheer,
And welcome in the coming year.

For us to-night I would prepare
The fireside hearth and easy ehalr,
With hearts aglow would welcome in
The absent ones of friend and kin;
They who light our hearts will stay
Till early break of New Year's Day.
If these doar ones around us glide,
We'll have no other guests beside.
Come, let us see the old year out,
And welcome in with merry shout
The heralds of the New Yoar's Day,
For revelers rare in truth are they.

So let us merry be to-night,
With crackling fire and blazing light;
We'll talk of duties to be wrought
In high and conscientious thought.
The old year’s sad and grewsome face
Shall leave no shadows in this place;
For bravely, blithely, comes anew
The New Year's greeting, warm and
true. )
So let us sing no funeral hymn,
Nor chant a solemn requiem
Over the old year's dying breath—
Thé soul shall triumph over death!
BISHOP A, BEALS.

Hall's Hair' Renewer contains the
natural -food and ‘color-matter for the
hair, and medicinal herbs for the .scalp,

‘curing grayness, baldness, dandruff, and
ecalpBores, - o o o T

.| disopder. We had legends aad romances,
“{too. Qut beyond the city there was a

“full as,I was taught, I never heard of

- | whieh must have been a .temple.

' "CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8*
holiday mood—hence there was never

deep ravine, spanned by seven arches of
the living rock. At the ravine’s end
thera was & deep, pellueid pool, and tra-
dition declared thut.one mi{ght be healed
of any malady if he would pick up a
clean white pebble uBon the seashore,
carry it under all t

gtep down into the water just as the
outermost, ripple touched the shore,

NATURE WAS ATLANTIS' RELIGION,
“Nature was all our religion, Care-

God op & Supreme Being until I came
into Bpirit-life, Yet I recall that asa
child I was taken into a great buildin%,
i
stood npon the flat top of a great circular
stone pyramid, fully one hundred feet
high. It-was open at,the sides and oply
partially .roofed. A tall, long-bearded
man .stood at one end talking to the
people who were §a.thered there, and
pointing occasionally to certain stars, I
recall, too, that when the new moon
came out the people became excited and
flocked to the temple on the pyramid,
They. wope gala clothes and carried
great ghantities of flowers, but if they
offered sagrifices I.do not know it,

HI ‘think their belie! was that
Qeath’did not end everything, The sgul,
the essenoe, survived and went on g a
superior condition. But I was not.t_augh
this, igr any other dogme. Indeed,
dogina of any sort. was singuiarly lagh-
ing in the Atluntian scheme of life, not-
withstanding they had a high scale of
morality, What they may have lacked
in progressiveness they made up in
stanghness for what they held the right,
Marriages were fewer than at present,
since it was the unwritten law that none
physically or morally diseused or blem-
1shed should be allowed to enter that
stato, Illegitimate births were un-
known; neither was there any grinding
poverty. So when a child came there
was rejoicing in the household. The
cultivation of natural right, too, devel-
oped a keen sense of honesty. I never
saw a lock upon a door, and theft was
unknown in all the length and breadth
of Cyre.

“Consonant with their simple and nat-
ural life, the Atlantians had & magnifi-
cent physique. They were tall, perfect-
ly proportioned and commanding, with
yet an engaging gentleness of speech
and manner. In spite of their rude en-
vironment they were truly gentle peo-
ple—and it is in their behalf more than
my own that I have attempted this
{'am,biing record of some part of our lost
ife.”

Princess Wynona, even, does not ex-
haust the category of Mr. Little’s mar-
velous experiences. Here i3 what he
has to say concerning slate-writing:

SOME SLATE-WRITING.

“Slate-writing is at once one of the
most startling and the most convineing
of occult: manifestations, It is also one
of those most often fraudulently at-
tempted. Iixperience has taught me to
put no faith in anything comning through
a medium who refuses to let you exam-
ine and wash the slates, or to keep them
in your possession uninterruptedly
throughout the sitting, or who insists
upon taking the slates into a darkened
room, & cabinet, or upon holding them
underneatll a table. In other words,
have your slates demonstrably clean, let
the’ manifestation come in the light—
and do not take your hands or eyes off
them until the end.

“In several years' cxperience I had
got satisfactory messages, along with
pictures sketched in crayon or colored
chalks, Then the idea came to try for
glctures in bronze. Actingupon it, I got

alf a dozen colors of bronze powder;
then in company with the medium, 1
chose two slates from a pile of, perhaps,
a hundred, washed them carefully and
laid them one above the other upon a
table in a well-lighted room. No cloth

[ 1 e seven arches, |
. 1throw it into the middle of the pool, and

was laid over them, The medium set
the phials of bronze powder upon the
upper one and put a cup of varnish upon
the table beside the slates.
two sat down, one on either side of the
table, but not touching theslates. After
an hour's waiting we found upon the
under side of the top slate a picture
about seven inches high of a young
woman in flowing robes, spangled over
with stars, It was traced in gold, and
had at the foot in gold letters:
*
. “THY FAITHFUL GUIDE, WYNONA," ;
Foerrenns R R *

“To my knowledge this was the first
time bronze had been used in such work.
ILpter, with other mediums, the phe-
nomena were repeated. Inthe summer
of 02 I succeeded in getting embellish-
ment of gold, silver and aluminum leaf
upon erayon pictures. It was not until
'04, however, that I received the most
important of the slates.

WRITING IN METALLIC POWDERS.

“For them I provided bronze powders,
books of gold and silver leaf, and a fresh
egg. These were all put into a plate,

......................................

Then we |

upon the table at which I sat, in com-
pany with the medium. I took four
slates, and satisfied myself that they|
were absolutely clean, then laid them in
pairs and held them while the medium
slipped about them strong rubber bands.
Thereafter they did not leave my hands
until we-opened them at the end of the
seance. - S
““We held them part of the time di-
reotly over the plate containing the
metallic leaf: partof the time pressed
edgowise against my breast. When we |
opened them we found the manifesta-
tion.-on slates 1 and 2—an octagon of
silver leaf, surrounding the name ‘Epes
Sargent,:and a message in gold bronze,
signed 'William Denton.’ The heavy
lettéring was s0 wet that it needed care-
ful handling to save the inscription.
“Two other seances, under precisely
the same conditions, were utterly barren
of result.- At the féurth we secnred
slates 3 and 4, one containing & message
in‘silver bronze, the other a picture, in
black and gold, of Wynona, playing the
harp, - Both pictures were still wet
when I rgceived them. AsIam positive
there was nothing upon the slates when
closed, and as they did not pass out of
my “hands during the sitting, I think
myeelf justified in accepting them as en-
tirely true phenomena. I opened them
without ‘assistance from anybody, and
found upon’them all that is now there.
Yet the egg-remained unbroken and the
phials of bronze<were still tightly corked. -
The medium’s guide gave this explana-
tion" of ‘the process, premising that it
was incomplete through the difficulty of
putting. - spiritual effects into .mortal

anguage:— : - g .
_:’--f“%aguaa veither the metals nor thel

Py

Writing to his [riends everywhere to
purchase The Encyclopsdia of Death,
and Life in the Spirit-World, and make
some gne a Christmas present of it and
THE . PROGRESSIVE THINEER. The
book and a year's subscription to -the
paper only costs $1.60. The book is only
sold in connection with a yearly sub-
seription,

egg} we merely duplicate them, using
them as rallying points about which to
cluster atoms similar to theirs, which
we draw from the atmmosphere. The
truth is, we are able, under gertain con-
ditions, to do rapidly what nature -does
very slowly. By continuous sittings it
might be possible to produce in the
886 way precious stones, though they
would beé too small to have a connmercial
value,” t

All this Mr. Little, a sane and sensi-
ble man of the ninetcenth century, re-
ligiously believes, and the veriest skep-
tic who knows him will assuredly be-
lieve in his belief. It is & wonder-story
hard to parallel and attested by mighty
material facts. To him and to Wynona,
Princess of Atlantis, be all thanks for
this lifting of the veil from the mythic
past and the undiscoverable future.

Order of the Magi, 1010 Washington
Boulevard, Chicago.

Since our last report, the work in the
Grand Temple and in all the State Tem-
les has been going on with vigor.

rom December 4th to the 15th the
Grand Temple was set up in Clinton,
Iowa, at the residence of Mr.J. H. Reed,
a prominent occult student. Three de-
grees were conferred upon a class of
seven mystics, and Iowa State Temple
No. 1 was organized, with Mr. Reed as
G. M. Degrees were worked for afew
dags at the Grand Temple in Chicago,
and then the entire working outfit was
removed to Lansing, Michigan, 129
River street, where a large line of de-

rees will be conferred by ﬁip;ht Worthy
g}rand Master Olney H. Richmond, as-
sisted by his wife and daughter, and
Grand Master A. J. Champion and the
members of his Temple in t].mt city.

This is an unusual opportunity for
Michigan Mystics to take degrecs, and
many persons have significd their inten-
tion to avail themselves of it.

Services in the Grand Temple in Chi-
cago are suspended until Wednesday,
January 2d, 1895, when the work will
open in the third degree at 7:30 p. m.

The next first will be held on Sunday,

‘January 6th, and the next second ou

the following Sunday. About three

| weeks’ work can be performed in Janu-

ary, when it is possible the Grand Magea
wii again, depart for several eastorn
cities, Boston being among the first to
receive attention.

Further announcements will be made

*(fromtime to time in this paper asto

future movements.
C. M. RICHMOND,
Grand Scribe.

Communication From H. D. Bar-
rett.

To THE EDITOR:—At the recent Na-
tional Convention, the president of the
National Spiritual Association was di-
rected to go into the field as a mission-
ary-at-large, working for the good of the
cause. He was to hold himself in readi-
ness to answer any call that might be
made upon him, upon condition that his
traveling and other expenses should be
met, by the society or people who asked
him to come to them. Hec was to make
no charge for his services whatever
above actual expenses, but was directed
to request the friends to whom he min-
istered to take up one or more collec-
tions for the benefit of the National
Spiritual Association. ‘

Up to the present time, the pressure of
worE in the National office, and ill-
health have combined to make it im-
possible for me to obey the mandates of
the convention to the very letter. The
work at headquarters is now well in
hand, and my health Is sufficiently re-
stored to permit me to take up the im-

rtant work named by the convention.

uring the month of January, 1895, 1
shall make St. Louis, Mo., my head-
guarters, and shall be pleased to cor-
respond with Spiritualists within a ra-
dius of five hundred miles of that city
relative to week-evening engagements.
My terms will be as I have stated, viz.:
traveling expenses and entertainment,
with the privilege of asking for con-
tributions for the National Assoclation.
Until January 1st my address will be
600 Pennsylvania avenue S. E., Wasgh-
ington, D, C. The St. Louis address will
be given later.

. I spent Sunday, December 16th, in
Philadelphia, in the interests of the Na-
tional Spiritual Association. Under the
soul-inspiring words of -these noble work-
ers and eloguent orators, Mrs. Colby-
Luther and Dr, George A. Fuller, the
friends in Philadelphia coniributed the
sum of eighty-nine dollars and thirty-five
cents to the National tredsury. This
magnificent: fi%ft proves Philadelphia's
loyalty to the

.

{of Philadelphias have been most gener-

tion,-and isa powerflil a gﬁﬁlent infavor
of co-operative efiort, The Spiritualists

ous, and have earned forthemselves an
honored place in our ranks, The officers
of the National Spiritual Assooiation
tale this. means to return their grateful
thanks to their friends in the great
“Quaker City.” El'atemall%

. H. D, BARRETT.

AP
Sarsaparilla
) l.)A,':;‘BE

world's Fap.

CGET
The Best.

. ~IN THE~

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.

A PCPULAR ACCOUNT OF
RResuits of yecent scientific rescgrch reznrdl&:g the

origin, position and prospects of mankind,
¥rom the German of

DR. LUDWIG BUCHNER,

Author of “Force and Matter,” Essays on Nature and
Belence,” “Physioiogical Pletures,” “8ix Lee-
tures op Darwin,”” Ete.

*'T'he great mystery of oxistence conelsts {n perpet-
ml and uninterrupted chunge, Iverything{s {mmor-
u! pnd {ndestructlble—tho gmaliest worm as well as
hv miost enorisous of the celestlal bodles —the sand
srnin or the water drop as well as the highest bejngin
‘reation, man and his thoughts. Opnly the forms in
+eh belng manifests 1teelf ave changing; but Being
trelf remains eternelly the same and finperishable,
When we dle we do not lose ourseives, but oul{ our
cersonal consclousness, We llve on in nature, Inour
race, in our children, In our deeds, in our thoughts—
i short, in the entire materfal and physicel contribu-
tion which. during our short personal existence, we
have furnished to the subsistence of mankind and of
uature in gen: ral.”’—Bucchner,

[ vel post Py, ahout 350 pages, vellum clotb, 81,

Edith Bramley’s Vision,

A thriliing appeal to all who are {ntcrested {nlearn’
Ing. how the great forces of tho Romen Catholle
Church are seeking to control all movemeuts pertain-
{ng to humnan progress that are {n opposition to thelr
dogmatic religlous teucullugs.

1low thie {s accomplished I8 described so vividly ta

“Edith Bramley's Viston," that it briogs convictlon to
the mind of every i{ntelligent reader. Tho workings of
this subtle Jesult power as disclosed in this rewark-
able narratlve, aud what accompaules it in the form of
corroborative testimony, will open a new avenue of
thought in the mind of the upprojudiced reader, as
well 85 enable him to account for many things, which
hitherto were velled in mystery,

Read this story and comgﬂre 1t with your own ob-
seryations of eveuts and things which are daily occur-
ring all over the world and you will be conviuced of
tho neceesslty for guarding well the citadel of Free
Tbought, and of defending our institution of Free
Education in the futerest of truth. Price, 15 cents,

MARGUERITE HUNTER.

A Narrative Descriptive of Life in
the Material and Spiritnal
Spheres,

Tranecribed by a Co-operative 8pirit Band, combined
with choson media of earth. 1t was given through in-
dependent slate-writing. The {llustrations were given
in ofl paintings on porcelain plate by Bpirit artiste. 1t
1s not & fictiun, but & narrative of real life, withouta
parallel in the lterature of Spirftualiem, being a clear
and succinct expotition of the philosophy, religion and
sclence of Spirituallsm. The book contains 260 pages
with six {llustrations in half-tone, and twelve pages
in or{ginal Independent writing. It s beautitully
bound ln blue sllk cloth, stamped in sllver. Price,
41.25, For salo at this oflice,

Woman, Ghurch and State,

A Historical Accountof the Status
of Woman Through the Chris-
tian Ages, with Reminis-
cences of the Matri-
archate.

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE.

it
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THE PSYCH
. DIAL PLAOﬁCHETTE_.

. LY
-This {nstrument has now been thoroughly tested by
numerous investigators, and has proved more satisfacs
tory than the planchette, both in regard to the cere
tainty end correctness of the communications, and ag
a means of developing mediumship. Mauy who werd
notaware of thelr medlumigtic gift have, after a fow
sftuingg, been able to recelve astonishing communicas
tions from their departed friends.

Cept. D. B, Edwards, Orlent, N. Y., writes: “I had
comumunications (by the psychograph) from many
other frlends, even from the old settiers whose graves
&tones are moss-grown {n the old yard. The{ lave,
been highly satisfactory, and proved to me that Spirite
usllem Is lndeed true, and the communicat{ons have
glven my heart the greateat comfort {n the severo 1688
1 have had of son, deughter, and thelrmother."

Dr. Kugene Crowell, whose writings have made hig
nume familiar to those interested {n psychical matun}
writes ag follows: “l am much pleased with the Pay
chagraph you sent me, and wlll thorgughly test it the
first opportunity I may have. It {s very llmgle {
prinoipie und construction, and I am gure must be la’
inore sensltive to spirit power than the one now i upe,
1 belleve 1t will generally euperseds the latter when
its su‘gerlor merite become known," .

A. £, Mllier, journslist and poet, {n an ediforial no.
tice of the {nstrument in his paper, the Worthington
(Mion.) Advance, says: “The Psychograph is an fm«
provement upon the planchette, having 6 dial and lete
ters, with a fow words, so that very Jitle ‘power' Iy
apperently required to glve the communications. We
du not hesftato to recommend ft to all who care to tesy
the question whether spirits canreturn and communle
vate.”

Just whet Investigators want. Home ecircles want,
Price, by mall, free with full directlons for use, ¢1.004
For sale at this office.

Its Facts, Theories and Related
Phenomena, with KExplana-
tory Anecdotes, Descrip-
tions and Reminis-
cences,

Y CARL SEXTUS., THE BOOK IS

largely a record of the facts and demonstrations
which the author has scen, heard of or preseuted in
bis own experfments. ‘The history of the vurfous
pbases of the science is suceinctly presented, and the
various theories cienrly stated, Many of the experi-
ments described occurred in Chicago. Tue pletorial
{llustrations add mucb to the luterest and valuc of the
book, which will be found very {uteresting to the gen-
eral reader, a8 well as helpful and instructive to the
student. The work is 8 handsome volume of 909
pages, bouud in cloth. Price, $2,00. Fur ssie a§
the oflice of TuE PROGRESSIVE THINTER.

The To-Morow of Death,

OR THE
Future Life According to Science,,
By LOUIS FIGUIER.
Translated from the French.
LY 5. R. CROCKEE.,

YE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE IN-

formatiou suceinctly and clearly stated in thle
volume of 53 pages {» aniazing. The title, as above
given, falls to convey an idea of the fulness aud com-
leteucas with which the subjects arc treated. The
fatriarchate, or Mother-rale, o the theme of the first
chapter, in which much lore, quaint, queer and curt-
ous, {8 brought o view {u cluctdation of the subject.
Thin ;s followed by chapters on Celfbaey, Canon Law,
Murquette, Witcherait, Wives, Polygamy, Womanand
Work, The Charch of To-duy. Past. Present, Foture;
and thereisnot a chapter In the book that {8 not
handled In 8 masterly manncr, and that for quantity
and quality of {nformation, {s not worth the full price
of the volume. It s packed with knowledge well-
arranged, and intensely interesting from beginning to
end. No onc can possiMy regret buyingit: It {s 8 val-
ugble addition to the library of any free and truth-lov-

fug mind.
Price, $2.00. For sale at this

oftice.

A Wery Fascinating Work.

Thle fue Wlume ht well havo been entitleds
Bpiritualism Deshonstraced by Bclence. It fs writlen
In that pecullart) fnterev. g style in which ¥French
writers excel wBE they \ould popularize scientifig
subjects in adaptation to th. needs of the general

er, The author {8 not L ®piritualisi—he even
mentions Spiritualists 83 *‘dowytecs of s new super-
stition," etc., etc., In which L. manifests the usual
animusof the “scientific cfass, yet ho says agafng
“There {8 a true and respectable idea in Bpirituallsm,”
and regards as proved “the fact of communication
between superhinmans and the inhabitants of Earth;™
and he goes on to relate Instances of fact in evidence.
* There s, to a Spiritualist, & manifest discrepancy fa
the author'aideas, but the well-read mind will readfly
select and arrange the pros and cons, and ontof the
whole will find not only good mental culture, but
much valuablo information. The euthor holds the
theoryof reincarnation. Price §1,50.

For sale at this office,

AN EXCELLENT WORK,

The Rationale of Mesmerism
BY A. P, SINNETT.

This excellent work treats of the following snbjscts:
1. Old and New Theories.
II. The Mesineric Force.
III. The Real Literature ofMes-

merism.
IV. Side-Lights of Mesmeri
Phenoniena,

V. Curative Mesmerism.
VL An@sthetic Effects and Rig-
idity.
VIL. The Nature of Sensitiveness
VIII. Clairvoyance.

IX. Mesmeric Practice.

The price of this admirable work 1 01,25, All bookn
sdvertized In T e PROQRESSIVE THINKER Ao

For sale at this office.

THE FREETHINKERS'
PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK.

SHOWING THE ABSURDITY AND UNe
TRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S
CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BE-
NEFICENT INSTITUTION,;

AND REVEALING THE
ABUBESOF A UNION
OF CHUEBCH AXND STATE.

185 Full-page Ilustrations, with

COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACTS,
HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND THE
OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO
MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF
THE ARTIST.

Designs by Watson Heston, with pore

trait of Designer.

Toe 1l]ustrations are classified as follows: 16 re,
reseis Uncle Sam and the Priests; 2, The Char
RoYag the People; 8, Thanksgiving; 6, /Bsbbath
Iawa: 14 Children and the Church; 16, Womsan and
ti amrch; G, The Churoh mud ThomasPalne; 4, Stud-
le2 i1y Satnral History; 2, The Bible and Bclenee; 16,
The Clorgy and Thetr Flocks; 1, Plety {n Our Peniten-
tiaries; 4, The Atonement Scheme; 4, The, Lord and
His Works; 2, Prayer; 10. The Croeds; 2, Christians and
Mob dens; Samples of Cbristianity's Work;

“THE DREAN GHILD,”

FASCINATING ROMANCE OF

two worlds, By Florence Huntley. Price:

aper, 50 cents; cloth, 81,00. Bookslike **The Dream

hild” spur humanity on to make more and more de-

mands of thirnntere, and will open_up new heighte
and depths of spiritual kunowlcedge.~Ella Wheeler Wii-
cox. Wi}, Ibellcve, take fts place beside Bulwer's

Capita),” Topekn, kinvsas. - Although simple snd un-
varnlshed with auy infaminable -descriptiens, en-
thralle the mind to the cxclueliu-cf vther 1houchts,
until reluciantdy the teeder:closes (Lo Juet page.~—

Mprcapais s Supdnr Wi

'E RELIGION OF MAN, BY HUD-

ational Spiritual Assocle~ “yaresting. Pricetl,5%-

#0R Tuttle, .zm workeate aways tatesnly
A v |_ »‘ R . .

H i

5, Missionaries; 1.2‘1‘)15 Lord's Instrumenis: 25, Bible
Doctrines and Thelr Resuits; 1, Tho Church and
Slavery; 2 Pricsts and Politics: 4, Ireland -and the
Church; 2, Church's Jdea of Civilization; 1, The Used
of the Cross; 4, Unkind Reflections on the Church;®,
Peraccudons of the Church: 12. Some Allegories
% Heaven ; 6: Hell; 7, Miscellancous. Erice¢2.

Fer Sala at this office.

VCHOPATHY, OR SPIRIT HEAL-

ing. A Scrice of Lessons ontbo Relations of the
the Spirlt toits Own Orgauism. snd the Inter-Relation

“Zenonl™ snd the “Serepnita” of Balzac.—“Daily | of Humsn Beings with Reference to Health, Disease

nnd Healing. 11{ the spirit of Dr. Benjamin Rush.,
through the med{umship of Mra. Cora L. V. Richmond¢
Abook that every healer, physiclan. mnd Spiritualls
wonld read. Price $1,50. ;

il
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lights.

The Spiritualistic Field—Its
~ Workers, Doings, Etc.

.Dr, A, W, S, Rothermel, physical and
materializing medium, is still at 101
Bolivar street, Cleveland, Qlio, holding
successful seances, on Monday and Fri-
day evenings. He can be engaged
during the week, excepting those two
nights, for seances at neighboring towns
and cities within 100 miles of Cleveland
until further notice.

Mra. George C. Stoll, of Dayton, Ohio,
has been giving tests for the BSouth
Side Society at Indianapolis, Ind.

B, ¥, Kidder, of Greeley, Colorado, is
of the opinion that if some good medium
or lecturer would go there and give
‘lectures and tests, a good society could
be built up in a very short time,

John G. Williams thinks THE PRO-
GRESSIVE THINKER is a two-edged
sword, cutting not ouly the bigots, but
the enemies of our country: and that it
is high time Americans got their eyes
open,

'N. G. Onsted writes that at a seance
with May E. Bangs he received mess-
ages wri’tten within two closed slates
that he had cleaned, and which he held
in his own hands, not being touched by
her at all. One message was written in
gold, the other in silver. He has his
slates framed, with glass over them,
snd would not take fifty dollars apiece
for them. He knows there is no fake
nor fraud about it.

M. R. Birdsall, of DeWitt, Mich.,
wishes to find Mrs. Hannah Clark or
her heirs, who will find it to their in-
terest to correspond with bim.

Rev. Charles J. Budlong thinks
Spiritualism is sure to predominate, be-
cause no other science or religion is so
thoroughly adapted to the needs of hu-
manity; none other can scatter the
clouds from the sky of life, and brin
hopé and peace to saddened hearts an
careworn souls,

A Kansas medium, we are informed,
was invited by the landlord of a hotel in
Howard, Kansas, to hold some civcles at
the hotel. At first they appeared to
get genuine manifestations; but at sub-
sequent circles, while apparently hav-
ing stronger demoustrations, the
answelrs were less accurate, and on ex-
tinguishing the lights, the landlord was
caught rnbbing phosphorus on his
hands and showing them for spirit
Others did the same thing.
This was apparently done for the pur-
pose of bringing the medium into disre-
pute. The disrepute attaches to those
guilty of such acts; and the incident in-
.dicates that not mediums only, but
'othors should be placed under test con-
“ditions. There are some exceedingly
‘small specimens of humanity extant,
‘and among them will be found such

. characters as those at Howard, who

——— —

» Please

would practice deception and fraud for
the purpose of injuring a medium.

E. B. Hauge, of Indianapolis, Ind.,
writes: “Our city is Dblessed with
spiritual meetings, four in number, and
all well attended. For the past few
Sundays I have been attending Mansur
hall, at which place Mrs. Nutt is speak-
ing. Her audiences are composed of an
int,elliient class of people, and what

me most was the large number

;of young men and women who attend

her meetings. I think Mrs, Nuit has
the faculty of reaching the hearts of
those who, tired of the church, ‘but not
yet ready to acoept the more radical
part,’ and wanting some knowledge of
the after life, are able to accept the
truths of our philosophy, as given by
the guides of this medium. I would like
to relate an incident that occurred at
one of Mrs. Nutt's home seances, While
she was reading for a lady, she saw a
spirit, described him, and gave the
rame, A lady present said it answered
her nephew’s description. ‘But he is
living," she said. The medium answered
that it was a spirit, and she always gave
them a greeting, whether they were
recognized or not. The next day the
lady who said the sgirit resembled her
nephew got word that he had passed
away the day previous to the cirele. She
was-an entire stranger to Mrs, Nutt, she
belonging to Nashville, Tenn. We pre-
dict that the lady will yet be instru-
mental in bringing the truth of our
hilosophy into many a darkened houne,
‘Mr. King, materializing medium, has
been hereseveral days: his seances, I
have been told, have been successful.”

Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Barnes write: “We

' ltave been at Reynolds, Ind., for a weelk,

. There
~ 1The most remdrkable manifestation of

bolding seances at Brother Batsan’s
‘residence. ' He and his estimable wife
. are wholesouled Spiritualists, and know
_the wants and needs of 'a medium. - We
;have ' got the church people interested
in “the trumpet manifestations.

-gpirit power was demonstrated by Mr.

_ . Batsan’s spirit son, Johnny, who returns

aud remodels their watches and clocks,

. "Last night he said, through the trum-

<pet: ‘Pa, what would the people think if

- February.

I would tell them that I repair watches
in the Spirlt-land?’ I refer you and the
‘public to Brother Batson for references
as to the truth of this statement. Now
we go to Marion, Indiaua, to spend the

~. holidays, although we regret to leave a

place where we are so highly enter-
tained as at Brother Batsan’s,”

'Bishep A. Beals, who has been lectur-
ing at Grand Rapids, Mich., {or the past
few weeks, will lecture at Bay City
‘during "~ January;-and Sturgist during

‘ He finds the cause prosper-
ing in Michigan, ~" - ‘" U7 Y

Dr. H. V. Sweringen, of Fort Wayne,
Ind,, writes: *The cause of Spiritualism
is flourishing in Fort Wayne like a
;rreen‘bay; tres. Tha audiences of the
Occult'Soience Sotiety are steadily in-
creasing in size, and the indications are
that wé will be obliged to secure a
lurger -hall iu the neay future. Mrs.
Socry-Hibbitts, of Muncie, Indiana, the
greuttrumpet medium, has been making
visits to our city for several yearspast,
und has done more to make converts to
our besutiful religion than any other
medium, - We have with us at present
Mr. Rockwell and Mr. Johnson, who are
doing wood work in trumpet and materi-
alization phases.” -

Lyman C. Howe, the vetoran worker,
who has been filling a succossful engage-
ment in -New York, is'open for engage-
ments during February, March and
April. His home address is Fredonia,
" A, J, Buck writes from St. Louis, Mo,:
*Spiritualism in St.. Louis has taken a
new departure, or as our Methodist
friends would say, ‘There has been a
powerful outpouring of the spirit here.’
Prof. Lockwood -closed his engagement
on November 25th, much- to the regret
of his- hearers, who were beginning to
realize his ability and powerful reason-
ing when his term closed. Let us hope
that he ‘may visit us agaln in the near
future, We have for the present month
Mr, Frank C. Algerton, of -Boston, one
of the youngest speakers on the rostrum.
He has electrified his audiehces moin-
ing- and cvening since December 2.
The cause is’ growing steadily in num-
bers, and with better accofpmodations
for the public no speaker will be sad-
dened by the sight of empty seats in the
future, provided the ability to enlighten
the massoes is present, The new investi-
gators must have tests of some kind to
conyince them, and it is useless for the
vetevans who have grown gray in the
canse to protest against them. I can
hardly think that any one nowknown as
an avowed Spiritualist but what can
trace bacle their conversion to belief in
the spirit return to some test, great or
simple, in the past. We have some good
mediums here who have cast their lot
among us permanently, both materializ-
ing, independent slate-writing and
trance phases, but they are not as well
encouraged as the itinerant ones who put
forth flaming advertisements, and catch
many who often have cause to regretit.”

J. A. B, writes: “Carrie M. Smith is
giving some of ler grand lectures and
tests here in Milwaukee, Wis. A
thoroughly intellectual woman herself,
she attracts guides of a high character,
who handle %“uglish in & manner to
make the masses understand what Spir-
itualism really is. Bestof all, herself
and husband live the lifethiey preach.
Her tests are very pleasantly flveu, also
in good English, and are flne¥

B. A.C. Stephens writes: *On Decem-
ber 131 organized the St.Joseph Mo. So-
ciety of Psychical Research, with Jack-
son M, 8, Lane, president; P. J. Caro-
lus, secretary and treasurer. The char-
ter is being held open for alarge and
increasing membership, Lectures and
clusses will make up the winter's pro-
gramne. Some who can make first~
class mental, physical and healing medi-
ums are being rapidly and properly de-
veloped by hypnotic education. A fine,
large hall, centrally located, with class
rooms and auditorium,has been secured.
A circulating library is listed. The soci-
ety starts off with stability and enthusi-
asm, und with a fine element of mem-
bership.”

Titus Merritt writes: “Your journal
is intensely interesting; an educator of
the people. The Carnegie Hall meetings
are well attended. New faces arc ob-
served every Sunday. Mr, W. F. Peck
administered toour needs for October
and November, and Lyman . Howe for
Decewnber. Both are appreciated by a
New York audicnee. The same can be
said of Mr. and Mrs, G. ¥, Perkins, with
their satisfactory tests given, On Sun-
day the 16th they commenced meetings
at Adelphi Iall, corner 52d street and
7th avenue, which was well attended.
They propose to continue there each
Sunday at 3und 8 p. m. The New York
Herald seems disposed to publish arti-
cles gratifying to Spiritualists in every
Sunday editlon, which is evidence of
progress.  Another daily has also

agreed to devote a page every week to|l

the glorious cause.” .

W. B. 3. writes from De Soto, Kan-
sas; ‘“‘Our orthodox town of De Soto,
Kansas, of about two hundred and fifty
inhabitants and three churches running
in full blast, has been visited by Mus.
L. A. Mabee, who bearded the beast in
his lair. She spoke at eleven o’clock
and again at half past sevea in the even-
ing, to a full house: and as the truths of
our philosophy came forth from her
lips, they fell like sledge-hammer
blows upon their creeds: and the same
cry came from the church: ‘She is pos-
sessed by the Devil'—the same Devil
that possessed 50 many infidels and frege-
thinkers and whom they burned at the
stake in the duys of the pust. The chil-
dren know the cnemy of their forefath-
ers. The same shoe pinches their foot.
Same light reveals their deformities—
the light of reason—the power of mind
to distinguish the relationship thatex-
ists between two facts.”

Mrs. G. A. Clark, of Minneapolis,
writes: ““Mrs. Marie Leavitt, inspira-
-tional speaker and test medium, has
closed a very successful -engagement
here in Masonic Temple, of three
months’ duration, giving entire satisfac-
tion. Her poetical readihgs from the
platform are 'exceptionally:f;ine.”

Peter. Pfeifer writes: ‘‘Spirits have
uséd me in many ways for 'the- last five
years. ‘I have been called to locate min-
crals, I have located some twenty mines
in gold, silver, cogper and lead, in New
York. Some of the best men of our land
‘have said that there was no gold in New
York. My spirit band controlled me
and showed mo gold mines. I was con-
troded by .the spirit Mohawk, who said
that one-half of the profit in mines must
be used .for. spiritual things. . First,
there is to be built a home for Indians
in this State; it is to be a home ‘for . the
white race also; second, s school is to
be. _established. to.educate in spiritual
things; third, a- place where the poor
can be healed free of charge, 1 started
from home and went 120 miles north,
guided by the spirit Mohawk, and found
the. mine which he showed me. The
first agsay was $7.40 per ton.”

To W. S. Hooser: Your wife is in Den-
ver, Col., in destitute circumstances,
with.two children on her hands. . An

one knewing where - Mr. Hooser is, will
be doing an act of kindness and charity
by ,addressing Mrs. R. Hooser, -care of
Mri Elliott, Haymarket. Mission, .Six-
teenthstrest, Dénver, Col: " Mr. Hdoser

is & mediuth, and -we ‘ask Spiritualists
sverywhiere g look for him, © ="

———

Anyone who . sends us four trial sub-
seribers can have the Encyclopedia of
Death; and Life in the Spirit-Werld,
sent to him for 60 cents. , Every Spirit-
ualist will want the various volumes of
this Encyclopeedia. Your library will
not be complete without it. C

Rev. J. C, F. Grumbine, now serving
the Union Society of Cincinrati, in the
absence of Mus. R, 8. Lillio, is-open to
calls for the year 1895. For terns ad-
dregs him at Geneseo, Ill. He gives
clairvoyant and psychometrical tests,

“Will C. Hodge, who is now filling an
engagement at Rochester, Ind., for the
Sundays of December, would be pleased
to licar from parties' within a radius of
one hundred Inlles, for lectures during
the week, Address for Decewmber,
Rochester, Ind. Permanent address, 40
Loomis street, Chicago, Il

Dr. Dean Clark is now at Seattls,
Washington. He can he addressed
there for engagements to lecture.  Ad-
dress him 1n care of Hinckley Block,
room G, The Doctor's lectures are al-
ways interesting and instructive.

During January Mrs. Jennie Hagan-
Jackson will lecture at Muskegon, Mich.;
February sat Sapinaw, and March at
Grand Rapids. During week-days she
will lecture in different towns where so-
cleties may desire her services.

Dr. W. F. Ball writes from Mantua
Station, Olio: “1 notice lately that
Spiritualists generully appear to be
anxious to separate the wheat from the
chaff of the special phase of mnaterializa-
tion. Now, it has been a special desire
upon my part to expose all fraud, while
the genuine medimmn has no better
friend on earth than [ am. In order o
protect all genulne mediums for this
special phase, allow me to say thatall
managers:of such seances should, before
each seance begins, explain that there
are three phases accompanying gll ma-
terinlizations, and that these three
phases are materialization, personation
and transfiguration, and that they are
truly all belonging to the same phase,
one just as wonderful as the other. Then
if they would grasp & medium while per-
sonating or while lher body wus so
changed and visage go ullered as to be
recognized by a friend, they could not
do anything in the matter and would
stop the craze of grabbers who infest
this mundane sphere.”

sinily P, Becbe writes from Jackson,
Michigan: ““The I"irst National Society
of Spiritualistic Friends  of Progress
observed Jubilee Day in a befitting man
ner, with a well-arranged programine
for the occasion. All participants did
their parts in a commendable way. The
exercises opened with instrumental
music by the M. N, I’. Band. Invoca-
tion by Mrs. Emily P. Beebe, followed
by music and whistling. Mr. Dernier’
acquitted himself nicely. Reritations
by Miss Waltez, Clara Kelly and Miss
Jrma Deming. A brief outline of the
National organization, its work, object
and aim, was given by Mus. Emily P,
Beebe, closing with benediction, and
followed by tests from the rostrun by
Mrs. Abbie Weatherwax. Our society,
ginco its organization in June, and re-
ceived its charter from the National As-
sociation, hdas grown rapidly and sur-
bassed our most sanguine. expectations,
Onr hall has been filled all the fall and
winter with eagor listenors, and many
havo received their first tests from our
rand and wunselfish mediums, Mrs,
rice and Mrs. Weatherwax.*

Mrs. L. E. Kinehan writes: “A Spir-
itual Society was organized at the homo
of A. B. Miller, called ‘The First Oc-
cult Science Association,’ of Canton,
Ohio. The following are the officers
duly elected: President, Mrs. L. I.
Kinehan; vice-president, Mr. Amos 3.
Miller; treasurer, Mrs. Hattie Miller;
secretary, Mrs. L. . Kinehan, The
trustees comprise the above-named of-
ficers, including Mr. Bowman, Miss Es-
telle Conyne and others. We desire to
open correspondence with first-class
platform test mediums, slate-writing,
materialization, etc.”

Charles Holmes writes from his home
in California: “lam & new subscriber,
but am quite well acquainted with your
vaper, and permit me to say that it
is grand and noble and fu{l of ad-
vanced thought, -and should be sup-
ported by all Liberuls and Freethinkers
and Infidels, aswell as Spiritualists, in
order to- doall we can to assist youin
the noble work in which you &re so no-
bly enlisted.”

Geo. W. Carpender, M. D., writes
from River Side, Cal.: “I wish to con-
gratulate you on the success of your
%reat undertaking, The Encyclopaedia of

enth, or, rather, of life, for it treats
the subject from that standpoint. .-I lec-
tured to an appreciative audience at
San Berngrdino yesterday, and am to do
80 again next Sunday, and perhaps con-
tinue some weeks. The Spiritualists
have a beautiful hall at the corner of
Sixth and C streets. There are a goodly
number in the city, and they have
speakers and mediums of note. Mrs.
Marchant is an intellicent lady. Sbe
has lectured for them many times. Her
husband is also a Spiritualist, and is a
gentleman of abilitv and influence.”

Mrs. Celia Hughes, trumpet medium,
has located for the winter at “The
Parker” (formerly Barnum's Hotel), 83
and 85 Thirty-first street, near Cottage
Grove aveuue, and will hold “circles on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday éven-
ings. - :

. Dr, C, H. Figuers writes from Man-
kato, ‘Kas.: “I will Jeave here Monday
for Ionia, where there are a few Trionds
who are anxious for & speaker, - I have
‘held three seances near this place, sev-
eral coming eighteen miles to-attend, I-
find nuch inquiry bere ariong the ortho-;

1assemblage of ladies and gentlemen,

‘W. 8. Hanson, -of this city.:ivrﬂes; '

*‘On Sundgy, Docomber 9, the Progress-
ive Society held its-annual meeting, and
elocted the following officers for the en-
suing year; prosident, Mrs. A, A, Wau-
terman; vico-president, 3., M. French;
socretary, W. S. Hanson; treasurer, E,
Oberkirchier. On Sunday, the 16th jnst.,
we'held our anniversary—just one ?year
since incorporation. Services com-
menced at 3 P. M., with a conference
meeting. Questions from the aundience
were answered by the guides of Mys,
Edith E. R. Nickless, who has been en-

aged us speaker by this society, for an
indefinite period. After the afternoon
services luncheon was served in -the
Banquet Hall from 5 to 6:30. The sven-
iny services commenced at 7:30, with
song and invocation by Mrs. Nickless,
followed by a recitation entitled ‘Our
Tolks,’ by Miss Eldora Parsons; song by
Mrs. Mahan: anniversary address by
Mrs. Nickless. The Society-starts out
on its second year, under the most fa-
vorable conditions, owing no one, and
with money in the tireasury, and an in-
creased membership, fov all of which we
are duly thankful. Our library needs
more Dooks.. Who will contribute?:
Send your address, or contributions, to4
Murs, L. Page, 6220 Grecnwood avenue.”

J. N. Magoon writes: “We are now in
Albany, N: Y., stopping at the resi-
dence of Jas. D. White, the vice-presi-
dent of the Lake George Association,
He gave us a kindly® reception on the
might following our arrjval, at’” which
‘we were finely patronived by a very nice

who seemed to appreciate the endeayors
in the spiritnalistic work very highly.
It seems to us that the field is ripe here
for one or two good test mediums, as
well as for a good,live speaker. We
will not be long here, inasmuch as we
are desirous of hastening on further
West. We shall leave the field in good
condition, gnd those who are engaged in
the spiritualistic work, I think, will fully
understand what I inean by that. I am
pleaged to note, wherever I go, the phe-
nownenal growth and steadily-increasing
patronage of THE  PROGRESSIVE
THINKER, whose keen pages go hand-
in-hand with ihe onward furtherings of
our great mnovement for tiruth, nobility
and spiritunlity.”

W, 8. Pierce writes: *“We desire to
report progress in the First Spiritualist
Society, Somersworth, New Hamp-
shire.  We have been favored with such
noted mediums ss lidgar W. Emerson,
J. Frank Baxter, P, A, Wiggin and
Murs. Minnje M. Soule, since our summer
vacation, and although our numbers
have not incrcased to the extent that
the most sanguine expected, the interest
munifest by our regular attendants is
greatly augmented and if we can judge
anything by the degree of interest man-
ifested there we certainly ought to feel
greatly encouraged. Wo wish to speak
in especially favorable terms of the me-
dinmns mmentioned, as their work with us
has been remarkabie. Yesterday, Dee.
1G, Mr, Baxtor was with us and his lec-
tures were especially fine and liis seance
atthe close o} the evening neeting was
better than anything of the kind we
have before witnessed. The evidenco
presented in his wonderful tests was so
thoroughly convincing that everyone
}n'esenb was improssed with the fact that

1¢ is indeed & grand medium. We wish
in thiscommunication tospeak also of our
materializing scances under the medijum-
ship of one of our numbers, Henry A.Cobb
of whom the writer has before spoken
in his communication to your valuable
paper. While he has not been develop-
ing more than five months we not only
get full form materialization, also de-ma-
terialialization, entirely outside of the
cabinet and in full view of the circle.
The gennineness of the materializations
none can doubt who has ever witnessed
them. Somme new phase of manifesta-
tion differont from anything we have
ever seen before and of a character to
put its genuinencss beyond guestion oe-
curs at almost cvery sitting. We also
learn that at Rochester, New Hamp-
shire, six iniles above us, they have just
discovered in a young man there the
wonderful power of materialization ina
very marked degree, and ave developing
him as fast as possible. Although the
writer has never had the opportunity of
seeing him and does not now recall his
name, there is no question about the
fact. It would seem that outposts are
constantly being eéstablished in this
work und that the determination of the
Spirvit-world is to emphasize the fact that
death doesn’t cnd all.”

F. Traulsen writes from Council
Bluffs, Iowa: ‘‘Prof. A. Amae, a heal-
ing medium of the Colorado State Spir-
itnal Association of Denver, arrived in
Omaha Saturday night and lectured for
the Omaha Spiritualist Association Sun-
day afternoon; then he came and lec-
tured for our society on Tuesday night.
He also gave proof of his marvelous
healing power. Prof. Amae is thinking
of making Omaha and this city his head-
quarters,”

O. H. writes: ‘“The society at West
Potsdam, N. Y., hasagain had the pleas-
ure of a visit from Mrs. Carrie E. Twing.
All were charmed with her soul-touching
lectures and her fine psychometric read-
ings. Wednesday afternoon she gave a
public test seance, which was well at-
tended and in overy way successful.
Ichabod, her control, looks up the latent
capabilities in people, and aims to give
a prophecy and a stimulant where it will
do.the most good. ;Some excellent med-
ical preseiiptions were given, which are
being faithfully tried. Mrs. Twing spoke
here two years ago, and won for herself
a high place in the hearts of the people.
‘We have with us now Mrs. Lizzie Butler,
of Lynn, Mass., who is doing some ex-
cellent work in mediumship.
stand her gift is of but two years’ de-
velopment, but as far as we have seen, it
is of a high order, and promises to rank
her among the first. She has a variety
of phases, psychometry, trance lecturing,
prophecy, clairvoyance, and others. Her
test circles are particularly charming.
‘We hope her visit with us may be pleas-
ant am? profitable to her as it is tous.”

Mrs. E; M. Post writes: *The ladigs
of the Helping Hand Society of Flin%,
Mich., held a ba2aar Saturday, the 15th
of December, in the afternoon, and in
the evening served a supper at G. A. R.
Hall, Although one was held at a
church next to us, we took in:nearly $40.
All Spiritualist Societies that haven't
an auxiliary of this kind, should organ-
ize . one—they ‘are such a great help.
We are continually at work for the up-
building of our- spiritual society. "One

after working, we have a silent , ¢ession,
at which times the unseen helpiﬁg hands

e upder- |'

great feature of our-weekly  meeting is,.

reach out to us-and give-.us beautiful’

O, A, P, writes from Washington, D. C.:
“#"The Progressive Spivitualist Chuvch is
certainly doing some fine work. Last
Sunday evening, after & beautiful in-
vocation, one of the finest tributes ever

iven was paid Mrs, Olive A, Blodgett
gy tho pastor and president, Mrs, J. D,
Com&)bon, beginning with a grand poem
entitled ‘He and She,’ and closing with
‘the following: ‘A noble, large-hearted
medium, whose home was always open|
for the controls. The dear one has
passed a little away—not dead. Another
fauce in heaven to smile when we are
good.’ Then Dr. E. W. Kirby gave an
Inspiring lecturé on ‘Mediumship.! This
discourse was too full of rich wisdom
and soul-inspiring thought for us to give
even a synopsls of it. I know we will be
pleased to hear him again soon. ' Then
followed a new phase in psychological
readings, by Mrs. Compton. Some small
slips of paper were passed to the con-
gregation, and they were asked to write
on them a number, date of birth, ora
short sentence, and from these readings
were given, and, strange to say, all were
correct, which was u little surprising to
those who listened. The Wednesday
evening mestings are now held in Typo-
graphical Hall, and are made very in-
teresting by good lectures, tests, psy-

etc, 'We hope the interest will continue
to increase.”

H. 8. Hubbard writes: *Mr. and Mrs,
E. Z. Barmett and little Zoe, the child
singer, are, still drawing crowded houses
in Santa Monica, Cal. Mr. Barnett's
work s 4 musical composer is very re-
markable, and is destined to make him
widély known. Mrs. Barnett is thor-
oughly in love with her work us a test
and developing medium, and shows a

roficlency that is rare. Her lectures

ave the nerit of being readily compre-
hensible, while little Zoe is possessed of
such strange and attractive qualities
that a certain mystic soberly declares
her to be literally an angel in the form,
As may be supposed, the little city by
the sea is being shaken from center to
circumference, and the mystic above re-
ferred to insists that the work has only
begun, and that a great moral reform
will be effected through this agency in
a manner entirely unprecedented. So
mote it be.

A. J. Sweetsor, President, writes from
Sioux City, Iowa: **Our society is being
entertained for the month of December
by an engagement with Rev,. M, Theresa
Allen, who leaves here for Lincoln,
Nebraska, where she has beon engaged
for January. We feel very well satisfied
with lier labors, and can recommend her
as a first-class lecturer. The subject
for lectures and poems have always been
f{iven by the audience and have been
handled in & masterly manner. We
find her a very pleasant lady, and honest
in all her wori‘;
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Passed to Spirit-Life.

Passed to Spirit-life, on November
20th, Dr. J. D. Stillman, & resident of
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St. Louls for many years past. He was
an unobtrusive, but none the less earnost
worker in the cause of Spiritualism.
After some years' servico as an army
surgeon, in charge of the military hos-
pital at Columbus, Ky., he settled here
to establish himself in the practice of
his profession. The field chosen was
overstocked with young men, and for a
time his life was & struggle against ad-
verse circumstances. 13ut he was a iiv-
ing exponent of the power of the invisi-
ble world. When at tinies everything
looked dark, they would come to the res-
cue and substantial aid from uncxpected
sources would lift him out of his diffi-
culties. KEven during the pust war this
was singularly manifested in more than
one instance. Following their instruc-
tion and guidance, he devoted his en-
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which has since heen of banefit to many
and a lucrative source of revénue to him.
Silently working, by his unfailing trust
in his spirit friends, he influenced many
agnostics 1o join the band of werkers in
the grand philosopliy now illuminating
the darkness of prejudice and unbelief.
The Doctor left voluminous manuscripts
of inspirational writing, which ought to
be given to the world. He was a kind
husband and protector, and beloved by
all knew him well. His was truly a
Spiritualist funeral. Mr. Frank C. Al-
gertion conducted the services.
A.J. BUucK.
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Mr. Oliver N. Drake, of Rockford,
11, formerly of Clinton, Ill.,, and Au-
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burn, N. Y., passed to the eternal lite
beyond, at the residence of his son, De-
cember 19, 1894, at 8 o'clock P. M., of
pneumonia, He has passed the portals
where dwell his loved ones, and we
trust joined by this time by his first
wife, the loved companion of his youth.
Mr. Drake was 86 years of age and kept
his mind bright until the last. He was
kind and gentle to all, trying to do good
wherever he could. He was a firm be-
liever in Spiritualism, and against
wrongs of any sort, and-was greatly
loved by all the neighbots and friends.
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Passed to Spirit-life, fram, the home of
her son, Dr. Geo. D. Marston, Chestnut
street, Stoneham, Mass., Mrs. Martha
B. Marston, aged 80 years 7 months and
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OLD TESTAMENT STORIES

20 days. She was the widow of N. B.
Marston, of Buckfield, Maine, whither
her remains were carried for burial. She
passed from her body of suffering on the
15th of December, after a painful illness
of eleven weeks, . Mr. D. Evans Coswell
(who isdoing a grand work for the cause
at Melrose Highlands), with the writer,
officiated at the funeral, and many com-
forting words were spoken.
M. S. TOWNSEND WOOD.

Exp

Passed to Spirit-life, from her homs
near Columbus, Pa., December 13th,
Mrs. Elizabeth Wise. Seventy-two years
she had tarried in the mortal form, do-
ing well her work of life; and when the
summons came that bid her loose the
moorings that held the spirit to its form
of clay, it found her ready and waiting,
eager to join the loved ones who had
preceded her to the “home over there.”
She wasafirm Spiritualist, a good and
estimable woman. The funeral services
were. conducted by the writer, assisted
by the Grange, of which she was an
honored member. CLARA WATSON.
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