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Victims of Obristian Missionaries.

All thinkera absolved from business
caregs must necessarily at times turn
their thoughts to the Orfent, and in-
quire: “What is the character of the
people to which Christian misglonaries
are sent to convert the natives to
their faith? Are they, indeed, sunk in
vice, unworthy of trust, and hastening
to destruction, ignorant of truth?™

Probably the late lamented Max
Mutler, for many years and until his
death professor of Sanscrit in Oxford
‘Unlversity,~was the ablest of modern
scholars, and the best posted of any
regarding the inside history of the
Agiaties. We bold {n hand as we

" write, “Muller’s Indla: What Can It
Teach Us?” The little volume was
thoughtfully read several years ago,
and passages were underlined by the
pen to attract easy attention., As we
are all often besieged for donations
to send missionaries to educate these
so-called barbarian people, and lift
them into the light of the Gospel;
and as Prof. Muller was a sclentist,
laboring only to know the truth and
proclaim, it, we are sure our readers
will enjoy a series of brief quota-
tions from his . interesting volume.
Dur copy is from the United States
Book Company, New Yqrk. The whole
book 'merits & careful reading, as It
conslsts of lectures before his Ban-
serit elass; but” we have space for
pnly fragments which betray the char-
rcter of a people the misslonaries are
aoxlous to comvert to their faith.
Quoting from page 63:

“A fact 1t is—according to statis-
lics, the number of capital sentences
was one in every 10,000 in England;
but only one in every million {n Ben-
pal. Of the 332 sentences of death
64 only were carried out in England,
while the 5% sentences of death in
Bengal ‘were all carried out.”

Col. Sleeman, says Prof. Mauller,
assures us ‘‘falsehood or lying be-
tween members of the same village i8
almost unknown. Speaking of some
of the most savage tribes, Gonds, for

instdnce, he maintains wnothing
would induce them to tell a lle.
s + * Thaey have not yet learned

the value of a lie. * * * Public
opinion, in its limited sphere, seems

strong enough to deter even an 1il-

disposed person from telling a lie.”

Continues Col, Sleeman:

«1 have had before me hundreds of
cases in which a man's property, 1lib-
erty and life has depended on his
telling & le, and he has refused to
goll §t. ® * * It was an excellent
guperstition, inculcated 1n the anclent
Jaw-books, that the ancestors watched
the answer of a witness, because, ac-
cording as it was true or false they
themselves would go to heaven or to
hell.”—Extracted from pages &8,
§9, 60,

+Sp,” continues Prof. Muller, “I
could go on quoting from book after
book, and again and again we should
s0e how it was love of truth _thu,t
struck all the people who came in con-
#tact with India, as the prominent
feature im the national character of
{ts inhabitants, No one ever ac-
cused them of falsehood. ¢ * ¢
Thoss who have knowan the Indians
longest have-always the best opinion
of them.” L ;

Prof. Muller cites with approbation
the following quotation of “Warren
‘Bastings, wherein he wrote of the
Hindus: R Cs

“They were gentls and benevolent,
more susceptible of gratitude for
kindness shewn them, and.  less
prompted to vengeance for wrongs in-
fiicted than amy other people . on
earth; faitbful, afiectionate, and sub-
missive to legal authority.” :
- Then the . professor cites. from
Nighop . Heber, author of the well-

known “Misgionary Hymn,"” who was
n resident of Calcuttn, when he wrote:

‘““Fhe Hindug are brave, courteous,
intelligent, most eager for knowledgo
and improvement; gober, industrious,
dutiful to parents, affectionate to thelir
children, uniformly geuntle and Dpa-
tient, and more easily affected by
kindness and attention to.their wants
and feelings than any other people
I ever met with.”

Elphinstone, the well-known
Bcotch grammarian of the past{ cen-
tury, and author of a “History of
Indis,” pages 378-881, wrote:

“The Hindus are a mild and gentle
people, more merciful to prisoners
than any other Asiatics, - Their free-
dom from gross debauchery is the
Fpoint in which they appear to most
advantage; and their syperiority in
purity of manner ig not flattering to
our self-esteem.’ ) :

Sir Thomas Munro wrote, quoted by
Prof. Muller, page 172: ~

“It clvillzation is to become an arti-
cle of trade between England and In-
dia I am convinced ILngland will
gain by the import cargo.”

Let it always be reinembered thess
Hindus clalm “All life s dlvine”
No animal bleeds to gupply them food.
We ghall never forget the expressions
of horror which fell from the lips ot
Hindu scholafs, in attendance at the
Columblan exposition, after visiting
the Chicago stock yards and the
shambles in 1893, ,

It is to such a people with such
commendable virtues, our Western
clvilization i¢ sending missionaries, &t
an enormoug annual expense. Bible
in hand, to teach them Christianity,
with all its terrible fallacies, of course
including Paul's lying for the glory
of God, that he may by all means save
some,

We believe it a fact that the native
religlon of every country hag features
better fitted to the needs of that peo-
ple than any religion imported from
abroad. Bven their gods are bar-
barian concepts of the divine which
can only be corrected by greater
knowledge. Why it is we do not
know, but the vices of the white man
everywhere follows along the trail of
the Christlan missionary, o

8til} Searching for Truth,

The honest theologian, desirous of
knowing the truth, and the trutth only
in regard to the beginnings of Chris-
tlanity, is embarrassed at every step
he takes In his researches, He re-
celves the four Gospels as divine
guthority; but he finds instead of
harmony they are everywhere dis-
cordant. A blography of Jesus based
on elther of the Gospels will be found
discrepant in every page. with the
others, and almost in every statement.

Then recall the fact that there are
upwards of forty apocryphal gospels,
each a competitor with the four ac-
cepted Gospels as canonical, and each
of these forty are as discordant as are
the four accepted ones; then where
are we? o

Instead of forty apocryphal books,
it said@ there were upwards ot ;"Hone
hundred and fifty. The Manicheana
bad their gospels.” 8o had the Gnos-
ties, and so had nearly or ‘all the
ploneer Christian sects. Paul had his
gospel, and he anathematized those
who used any other. That eminent

seventeenth century, wrote:

“It i not an easy matter, as Is
commonly imagined, rightly to settle
the canon of the Now Testament.
For my own pagt, I declare, with
many learned men, that in the whole
compass of learning I know of no
question involved with mote intrica-

cies and perplexing difficulties than
this.” -

Richard Baxter, author of Saints’
Everlasting Rest, of whom says the
Encyclopedia Britannica, “No more
diligent student ever shut himse]f
with his books,” put himself on rec-
ord in regard to these gpocryphal
books by saying:-

“Few Christians among us have
any better than the Popish impleit
faith, nor any better argument than
the Papist to prove the Scriptures to
be the Word of God. They have re-
ceiveg it by tradition, Godly Chris-
tian ministers tell them it is impious
to doubt; therefore they bhelieve it
We all abhor that plece of popery, as
most {njurfous to God, yet we con-
tent ourselves with the same falth,
with thig difference: The Papists be-
lieve the Scriptures to be the Word
of God, because thelr CHURCH says
s0. And we because our church
LEADERS say s0.”

In the opinfon of The Progressive
Thinker the whole Christian world
has been villainously deceived, not
only ag regards the apocryphal books
of both Old and New Testaments, but
in regard to the canonical books, They
are all frduds, monk wriften, at a
much. later perfod than {s generally
supposed, and all of them for fraud-
ulent purposes. -~ ) ’

‘What sort of & Jesus would we have
if any one of the gospels, either ca-
nonical Or apocryphal, was accepted
as truthful to the exclusion of all the
rest?

It has been proposed to harmonge
the goapels; to rewrite them, elim-
inate contradictory parts, and make
one harmonieus whole,
that thing could have been - done,
when learning was counfined to- the
priestly few, had those books been in

gible now, and it is well it is so,
for the contradictory statéments carry
on thelr face evidence they are not
what they are claimed to be,

ars suppose.
Christian as genulne, and. Josephus
quoted . as authority fer. thelr
brew origin, and Kitto saying:

English divine, Jeremiah Jones, of the’

Possibly |

existence at that tims, but it is impos.-

The Septuagint, the 0ld Testament
Scriptures translated into Greek, need
the seéarchlight of truth ' turmed on
them. They are not what even sthol-
Accepted by Jew &and.

He-

" “It hoa been Inquired whelher the.

THE PROGREYSIVE THINKER

transiator followed a Hebrew or Sa-
maritan codex,” and then; “'The Bep-
tungint apd Samaritan harmonize in
more than a thousand places, where
they differ from the Hebrew.” And
yet: . ’ :

Thal scholars may have something
to think about, The Progressive
Thinker ventures the opinion, and in
due time will strengthen that opinion
with incontrovertible evidence, that
the Septungint is neither a transla-
tion of Hebrew mor of Samaritan
Beriptures, but is a stolen history of
another people; that 1f Moses, Joghus,
David, Solomon, etc,, were real chars

acters, they were connected with an-,

other nationality or people other than
the Jews. - , : .

The higher critics have been labor-
ing for years, showing the fragment-

‘ary character of the Old Testament

literature; but they have fafled 1o
detect & class of facts which gtrike at

.the very base of the whole matter,

and prove that such literature came

from & very different people than the

barbarlans of the Lebanon moun-

taluns,

They Don't Think.

The thoughtlessness of the aver-
age Bible reader was illustrated in &
remark casually dropped several years
ago by the writer to an old doctor, an
active member of the Baptist church,
We had been comparing ideas on
some Greek literature, when we re-
marked: .

“Doctor, we do too much readin
without thinking, Take, for instance,

“the Bible which we are taught to re-

vere; and yet should we stop to think
we would see we are misled, Open
to the title page ot the New Testa
ment, which it says was ‘Translated
out of the original Greek." - You have
read that a hundred times, fnd yet
a8 a Qreek scholar do you belleve as
& Christian that the several books of
thew New Testament, with Bpistles
written by Hebrew and Aramaic schol-
ars, to people using their own tongue,
were origlnally written in Greek?”

To which he replled:

“You are right. I never gave &
thought to the subject; but I see in
an instant the title page is false, yeot
I am hopeful the book itself 18 not as
deceptive as is the title page.”

Years bave passed, but the last we
heard of Doctor Bddy he was expos-
fog the fraud ou the title page ot the
Holy Book, whilst scholars who had
critically Investigated the contents of
that book found In 1its pages ONR
HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN
THOUSAND ERRORS AND FALSE
RENDERINGS.

It is the learned who make these
terrible discoveries; but the church
has a happy way of curing such de-
fects. They charge the scholar with

,heresy, and excommunicate him, and

the Old Book contlnues to be the
errant “Word of God.”

A few years ago the churches
of Burope and America appointed
& commission of scholars to
correct the more prominent errors of
King James translatlon. They ac-
complished a noble work, tled back
as they were by inflexible instructions;
but the Revised Oxford. Edition has
fallen ‘st{ll-born from-the press. The
falsehoods  corrected, - Christianity
would be & beast of another color,

.

in-
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Good Neighborhood in Grave Yard.

The New York Sun tells of a wo-
man, while negotiating for a lot in
a cemetery, making special inquiries
regarding the character of prominent
persons buried near. She wasg desir-
ous of getting a lot {n “a good neigh-

borhood,” and was willing to give.

extra consideration for such a loca-
tfon. The Sun says the agent col-
lapsed. “Has it come to this’’ he
Inquired, ‘‘that people consider the
character of their next door nelgh-
bor in a grave yard?” i

The whole system of burying fam-
{lies together had its origin with the
Egyptians, who expected a general
resurrection at the sound of the great
trumpet, when the Angel would an-
nounce: . “Time shall be no longer.”
It was a Christian Inheritance from
Egypt, the mummifying of the dead to
prevent decomposition being a part
of the religious exercises. '

Good Riddance.

Still the current of dissatisfied hu-
manity flows Europeward from Amer-
fca, and we are all glad of it. Twe
thousand steeraga passengers on a

single ship eastward is a povelty, Un.
til the last few months such move-

ments were all westward.

Within the last few years southern
Europe has contributed most largely.

of her surplus population to people

Amerlca, but the tide has settled io-

the opposite direction. Over half a
millfon adults have gone out from us
during the -last gix' months.

We could profitably return to
Southern Europe the entfre popula-
tion we have gocelved from that
quarter,

I CLASP HANDS WITH THEE, MY

BEAUTIFUL WIFE.

But one rars-belng in the universe
holds gllegiance from me,

None other responds to life’s dreams,
.my heart’s throbs, none other but
thee. )

Whkile high ovar us, .sweet Nature's
banner unfurled. wide to life’s
breeze '

Werves vibrant {n our loves, that bear
ug Bwiftly on beyond earth’s meas.

Who says we're not married i{n high-

est  heaven, dreams in
cell
Ot true, pure. noble and trusting wo-
manhkood doomed to endless hell;-
But the God above and truth around
us, best to us radiant life o

cloistered

As across life's chasm 1 clasp hunds

| with thee, my beautlful-wile.

Y BLYND TOM.

R o

A Great Musical: Medium, Passed to
to!the Bdalm of Souls,

Accordipg to,yeportq In the dally
papers Blipd Tom I8 dead, and the
ending of{éhl_s childish-black. planist,
at whose wondeyful playing thousands
have marypled qyer alnce our grand-
mothers were 'g;rls. was full of pa-
thos, - P

‘Three wecks ago &8 he sat before
o plano in the home of Mra, Eliza B,
‘Lerehe, the widow of hiz old master
in Hoboken, singing the old melodies
with which he had thrilied great au-
diences before the civil war; he sud-
‘denly stopped and.fell face downward
on ths flooy, T 7 ‘

Mrs, Lerche,'Who ‘had cared for
him ‘over'twenty. years, ren into the
‘room, and, helping him' up, found that
his whole- upper right side. wag par-
alyzed.. But:Tom 'cp.uldn't, under-
stand that he wag different and soon
went back to his pland, Whgn he
found that his'right.hand could not
strike the keys he gaid, with his voice
quavering: .- o :

" “Tom's fingers won't play."
" Wept Over-Inability to Play.

Agein and -again he tried. Finally.
when he realized -t was useless his
big. blind eyes fillled with tears and
he wept like a child, Hach day he
returned to the planc and with his
left hand started some favorite piece.
Quickly, however, and then with tear-
molatened cheeks he would rige and
pace the floor until late into the night,
His old mistress sought fo comfort
him; but he would only sob out:

“Tom’s fingers won't play no mo'.”

Lest Saturday pight Tom went to
his plano again and began softly his
old lullaby, “Down on the SBuwanee
River,”” but his volce broke. Sob-
bing be rose and said:

“I'm done; all gone misgus.”

The next she heard.was a faint ery
and & thump near the bathroom door.
He had dropped dead from a second
shock,

Prodigy of Slave Days,

“Blind Tom’s” real name was
Thomas Wigging, He wag a prodigy
with an uncouth figure of almost gi-
gantic proportions and an tntellect ap-
proaching that of an imbecile to which
nature had joined a divine gift of mu-
sle. Back in the slave days when he
was but two yenrs old and clothed
only in an old’,’shlrt he sat beneath
the windotv of hig first master, Gen,
James Bqthune',’ & Georgia planter,
and heard the i“sound of a piano.
Thrilled, e crawled trembling up the
steps into the parlor where the music
was. - Gex:' Bethun® saw how apt the
child wasmand said:

1"The" ghild ix musklic -crazy,
little thing” . -

“Then he placed him before the
plano and let him strike the keys. To

Poor

ting the keys clumsily for a few
minutes began to play slowly with
one finger the air he had just heard.

That Blind Tom was a most re-
markable musical medium—one of
the most wonderful the world has ever
seon—Is now generally acknowledged.
In.many respects an imbecile, yet he
possessed a brain so attuned that
Mozart and other master musiclans
could control it, producing music that
has charmed thousands in every part
of the country. Oertainly the bril-
liant career of this remarkable per-
sonage should ‘become & part of the
history of Spirltualigm.

A curious {ncident occurred {n con.
nection with Blind Tom's life when,
on one occasion, his marvelons pow-
ers were being exhibited at Charles-
ton, 8. C. Senator Douglass, the fa-
mous Little Giant of Illinois, was
there, stopping at the same hotel
where Blind Tom and his master
had quarters. The Senator wag called
out on the balcony and made a short
address to his enthusiastic admirers.
Blind Tom heard him, and durlng
the evening the colored domestics in
the hotel gathered around him in
the kitchen, and there he repeated
with dramatic effect, and in the same
tone of voice passages from the ela-
quent address of the renowned Sena-
tor. ' .

CALLS RELIGION BAD FOR YOUNG

Professor T. G. Soares Sces Peril (n
Appeal to Child's Emotions.

-Current methods of religious edn-
. cation for childlien were characterized
ag ‘‘uiterly morbid and unhealthy”
by Professor Theodore G. Soares of
the Unlyersity; ot Chicago divinity
school In"a lectyre on ‘“The Process of
Religious ‘Development” at  Haskell
Hall. Ths prétessor scored the ten-
dency to.foree,yeligion on young chil-
dren and urged that no appeal to the
.religious emotions be made until a
later perjod, ¥ S

.',‘The_rgé,s. a.pprmal religious devel-
opment,’*“he siid. ‘Precocity is net
| mmch to¥ deslfed. It is easy to mis.
take -the whild's extraordinary imita-
tiveness gg:,agiyal experience in the
child thal goes beyond the natural,
healthy "devefopment. The utmost
that shom(ld- beSexpected in a young
child is a healthy life, the gradual ap-
preciation of the law of the world
into whick‘he*has come and the love
of the pérkons around him. .

There s grave danger in making
an appeal to the religious emotions
in & child of from 6 to 9 vears of age.
The attempt to awaken religious ex-
perience too early ig utterly morbid
and uwihealthy. The doctrine of the
atonement is not for children, fo mat-
ter how good the theory may be: -

_The glory of sclence 18 that 1t Iy
freeln e soul, breaking the mental
manacles,” gotting the brain out of
bondage, giving courage 0 thoughtwm

.4 flltng th‘e:wgﬂ&);v‘iat_,h mgrt_:yl,v Iustim

Y B PN - 7'

his astonishment the child after hit--

°

To Affirm Is to Attract Strength,'to Achieve
* " Success, to ‘Win Victories. - -~ "

“Affirmation is always better than negation. Denial ig the source
of innumerdble weaknesses, It lessens one’s will power, and eventu-
ally undermines his faith in himself, To affirm is to attract strength
—to ‘achieve suceess—to win victories, To doubt is to open the door
to a multitude of ills, against whose assaults both mind and body are
.powerless. They give way to fear, and retreat into the caves of
weakness and lassitude. To affirm adds to the powers of the will,
and brings confidence to the one who declares his affirmation and re-
peats courageously. :

Disease (lack of ease) has long been considered catching, because
people have said .it was, almost from .time jmmemorial. They have
allowed their fears to dominate them until they have gome to con-
sider sickness and disease as entities having an actual existence. They
have even gone so far as to tremble at these figments of their own

People have been in the midst of the most virulent of the so-called
contagions, and escaped without even a moment’s illness, because
of the faet that they did not kndw the name of the malady they were
confronting. Many persons who are above fear can and do approach
the-worst cases of small-pox, yellow-fever, and diphtheria without in-
jury to themselves or any one else.

. Pear, therefore, must be considered the prolific mother of the many
ills that now beset the human family. Fear is developed through iner-
tia and negation, Doubt always weakens, Affirmation brings power
by awakening courage. Such being the case, why not affirm health,
and WILL it into being by the daily and persistent use of our mental
facultiest If disease be contagious by reason of denial, then health
can be made doubly so through the mediumship of affirmation. It
is safer and better to be master of one’s mental and physical con-
ditions, than it is to be mastered by them. No person is safe who per-
mits his will to be dominated or confrolled by another. The highest
and $est control is self-control. No one can guide another, with
gsafety to either party. The negative soon becomes a burden to the
positive, and ultimately saps the mental and vital forces of the dom-
inant one. A chronie invalid often makes an invalid of his nurse. A
hypochondriac frequently undermines the health of those from whom
he elicits sympathy.

The ‘*magie staff’’ of Andrew Jackson Davis, ‘‘above everything,
maintain an even mind,’ 'is the quintessence of power. Its daily use
brings peace, tranquillity of body and mind, a divine calm, a serene
spirit, a benignant mental poise. Possessed of these weapons, a mor-
tal is fortified against all ills, all possible dangers. They are the
treasure-troves of the soul. They are not the special property of any
one individual, or body of individuals. They are the common posses-
gions of all of the children of men, if they do but WILL to reach forth
‘and take that which is their own, Then let them doubt not themselves,
if they would have their own. Let them cease denying their own possi-
bilities, if they would stand upon the Mount of Power and Soul-illum-
ination. Men are what they will to be, and no more.

The old trite saying, ‘‘As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he,"”
is a troism. Those who think that they cannot get out of the swamps,
bayous, missmatie marshes and fetid dungeons of earth, belong there
until they come into recognition of their own soul-powers and use
them for themselves. ‘ B

Schopenhauer’s repeated declaration that ours is the -worst possi-
ble world, and the people in it the worst possible, made his state-
ment seem real to himself. His own eyes were peering through col-
ored glasses, hence he thought everything about him had the same
shadow as was that which was over him. Von HMartmann’s assertion
fhat this is the best possible world, and the people in it the best possi-
ble people, which best was so very bad as to make the annihilation of
both a duty and blessing, is simply the outcome of negative thinking
—of looking at things through imperfect lenses. LIFE IS. No one
can get outside of or away from Life. Ho is enfolded by it, even as
the atmosphere encompasses the earth. Life is purity, sweetness,
beauty, goodness, joy, power! Evil, as an entity, cannot, therefore,
exist in Life, At the most, it can only be a negation, and all negations
are subservient to the stronger forces--the affirmautions, whose wills
they ultimately obey. i : .

He who affirms his own soul powers is already the viclor, even if
the clouds about him be dense and dark Zertoulen says, ‘I proclaim
the gospel of Myself.!” These are the words of a master. What one
sonl has attained unto is possible for all souls. 'The law of progress
and unfoldment is the same for all living creatures. There can be no
special edicts for one to the exclusion of all others. All beings,
therefore, have within themselves, in latency perhaps, the potencies
and possibilities of supreme attainment. They are ncophytes in wis-
dom, gods and goddesses in power! If they persist in looking down-
ward in despair, in entertaining doubts of themselves, of their fellow-
men and of God, they will be obliged to retread life’s pathway until
they reach the Mount of Recognition through their own efforts to
climb upward. The roadway of experience is set with sharp stones,
with .cruel thorns, and blood flows freely from bruised and bleeding
feet, because those who possess them did not will to look upward to
o sunshine of Love and of Promise!

Ag life is everywhere, it is Infinite. If Infinite, it is God. If God,
it is the involution of all possible conditions, seen and unseen. If it
involves all things, then all things are evolved from it. All finite
beings, therefore, are evolutions out of Infinitude, or God. The In-
finite is perfect health—perfect power—perfect understanding. A
clear thinker and lofty, soul-reasoner says: ‘‘God is health, so there
is nothing about you but health. You breathe health. You are in it.
You are one with it. You are perfect health. You are whole like God
made you, for you are His Image. You are well, for God enfolds you.
His ‘‘Everlasting Arms’’ uphold you. You have dominion over all
flesh. Speak the word of power, and it shall be done. You are ab-
golutely free! You are full of courage and sweet peace. The sweet
Spirit of Comfort is all around you. It is in you and through you
You are bathed in Joy, in Peace, in Love, and in Sunshie. You are
resting in the arms of Love. Nothing:can herm you; nothing/affright.
You have Tnfinite patience, Infinite tenderness, Infinite Love! You
are never alone—no, not for an instant. God takes care of His own!"

These affirmations are creators of health, joy, peace, love, happi-
ness; power! They are worthy of constant repetition. They deserve
an honored place in the economy of-every person’s thought. Affirm,
and you are strong. Deny, and you are weak. Purity of thought and
rectitude of conduct develop the muscles of the soul, even as fencing
and boxing develop the muscles of the arms. Affirm purity, and it is
‘yours., Affirm rectitude, and you possess it. Aspiration is the prompt-
er that inspires men to think purely, live cleanly, and act nobly. As-
piration is prayer. Prayer is that which makes the soul receptive to
truth. It is the soul-self’s child in action, It makes men Galahads,
Percivales, Rolands, yea, even Christs! ‘‘He that ruleth his spirit is
better than he that taketh a city.”” He rules himself who affirms his
own ‘soul-self’s actual powers. Progression and retrogression—hs
can choose between the two s to the way he shall go. Affirm health,
cheerfulness, kindnéss, good will, brothetly love, and you are already
far along Progression’s upward pathway. Deny, and. your path is
downward, even into a worse inferno than was the one of which Dante
speaks. Says Emerson, ‘‘Let your greatness. educate the cruds and
cold companion. If he is unequal, he will presently pass away, but
thou art enlarged by thine own shining; and, no longer a mate for
frogs and worms, dost soar and burn wifhthe gods of the empyrean!”

Mortals, why stay you in the valleys of Doubt-and Despair? The
great horizons of Beauty and of Power stretch away on all sides of
“you, even around and about you! Above you tower the lofty Moun-
tains of Endeavor, whose tops are oft encompassed by the shining
{ manile of snow, indicative of stainless purity, At the eguator of

{ High Resolve these mountains are as plateanx, adorned with garlands

of gold set in pictures of silver, and fringed by the emerald of en-
during life! Upon the summit is the ever-expanding bungalow of
‘Rest, which s only attaived by surmounting and overcoming all ‘nn-
toward and imperfect-conditions in Iife and in thonght. Man can be

.are pleased to term the

imaginations, and cringingly invited them to assault their creators,.

July 4, 1908,

of Afiirmation, and he bhecomen
“Worthy to stand besldo the tallest

ange} that ever dipped his wing in .

a

the light of glory, or warbled g notx
of praise around the throne of Godi

. HARRISOM D, BARRETT,
* ‘Portland, Oregon.

y

Important Announcement;

Great Victory in Portland, Oregonz

The friends of clean Spirifualism
have scored a signal victory in. thi
metropolis of Oregon, through . th
passage of what some good peopl:

‘‘Barrett~

—

Cottell ordinance,” which became-a . .

1aw June 19, upon belng approved by,

Mayor Lane, This ordinance has besn .

published several times in The Proe

gressive Thinker, for It is an exact ..

copy of the measure now in force in
Chicago, 11)., enacted there in Novem-
ber, 1907. A few migor changes
were made by the Portland author-
ities to make it conform to the laws
lot Oregon in every essentlal particu-
ar.

This ordinance was earnestly advo-
cated by the two loca) Spiritualist So-
cleties in Portland, “The First Spir
{tual Socfety,” and “The Ministers anq
Mediums' Protective Assoclation,’
and was most bitterly opposed by the
president of the Oregon State Spiritu-
allst Assoclation, and a few others
who sgympathized with that officer.
The Bpiritualists of Portland, of the
entire state of Oregon, and of the
United States of America ars under
lasting obligations to the officers and
members of the local bodles of the
brethren for their brave and loyal de-

fense of the Cause of right and Jus-

tice.

Revs, Mr. Allen and Mr. Lucas, ot
“The Ministers’ and Mediums’ Protec-
tive Assoclation,” have rendered val-
fant gervice in defense of honest me-
diumship in their advocacy of the
adoption of the Chicago ordinance.
They were backed also by a solid vote
of the members of their society, who
did not hesitate to declare in plain
terms what they thought of counter-
felting in mediumship. With four
exceptions, so far as I know, the offi-
cers and members of “The First Spir-
itua]l Boclety’ were a unit in their

support of the new ordinance. Special

credit is due Rev: G. C, Love, Mra,
M. A. Congdon, Mrs. Emily L. Drla-
coll, Mr. R. G. Jeffrey, Mrs. Althea
Bailey, Mr. Eugene Barton, and others
of “The First Soclety’” for their zeal-
ous labors in behalf of the ordinance.

Restorers of “lost love,’ finders of
“pots of gold,” locators of ‘‘gas and
ofl wells, mines and hidden treasurea
of all sorts,” discoverers of “‘remedles
for flea bites,” pullers ot “Catholle
spirits off peaple's spines,” bogus
“business’” mediums, counterfeiters in
all phases of mediumship—trumpet,
materialization, photographic and tel-
egraphic frauds will now have to
either give up business, or leave the
cfty, or—be prosecuted! Portland
will be all the better for their going.
If they do not go, or quit, two or
three vigorous prosecutions will soon
prove that the law means something
and that law-breakers must obey it,
or GET QUT!

It has been a long, hard fight, but
honest Spirftualism  has triumphed

and the victory is worth all that 18 -

hag cost those who won {t, even
though they were the targets of abuse
and mendaclous misrepresentation,
The addresses of Mrs. M. A. Congdon
and Raev, G. C. Iove before the com-
mittee on police and health were
masterpleces of logie, philosophy and
good, sound scnse, Jt is to be re-
gretted that they were not steno-
graphically reported that our breth-
ren in other cities might gsiso have
the benefit of them.

The writer and all who Lave work-
ed with him have carefully refrained
from personalities and recrimina-
tions. They have made no attacks
upon any one i{ndividual or body of
individuals who opposed . them, but
have stood boldly and bravely for
principle at every point. As a result,
they have galned a magnificent vie-
tory, have won the respect of the city
officials and that of the thinking,
progressive men and women of Port-
lund,

The Chicago-Portland ordinance
has been favorably reported upon by
the chiefs of police of the cities of
America at their recent national con-
vention in Detroft, Mich. Speed the
day when it shall he the law in every
city, town and bamlet in Amerlca,
s adoption wiil dignify true Spirit-
ualism and protect honest mediumship
everwhere.

Yours for real Spiritualism,

HARRISON D. BARRETT.

Portland, Ore.

GIRLHOOD'S HOUR,

Oh, the joy and the fresedom of living

The brightness of girlhood’s swift

hour, . .

When the pathway ‘.though. Life's
winding tmeadows,

Seems as bright as a newly blown -

N

\-‘& .

flower, S

There’s work, but the mere joy ot He

ing .
Makes 1t seem but as playing to me,
For with laugh and with song I soon
finish )
Whatever of duty there be.

Then, hurrah for the wide-spreading
meadows, -
With their windrows of sweet-
smelling hay,
And the stubble forlornly uplifting
Its face to the beauty of day.

Then away to the banks of the rivery
Where it dashes by mosgs-0'er
© grown Btones,
And wanders at will through the can-
yons, : N
Or through wonderous pine-shade
owed zonea, -

In the evening with moonlight sof%_

shinlng, v e
To wander through glens dark-and
wild, '

Where fairles hold revel at mldnlg);t,

© As was told mo when I was a ¢r_ma,

The roadway, by pines and b?-ﬂk
trees, ! ) ) ’ ’

. Is fair for & stroll with the stars™ -

Shine softly through all the long diss
fance, . CoeT
'Twixt this and the heavenly bars.

1 rejoice in the blessings of nature,
‘When magic gives wondrous power,

And I live for the mere joy of Iliving
Through the moments of girlhood's

. sweet hour. X
. . ELSIR RUSSELL. .
Murphy, Cal. -

The law tmprinted on the hesria
all men s to love the.members |
soclety a3 themselver - ‘
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