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ow York State Association.

Richardson, President, at the

Report of H. V n, Pres
P 12th Annual OQIlventio

brauch of state work be continued.’
. Mass Meetings,

-Notwithstanding
granted at last convention to do wore
mass meeling work in the cities of the
state, circumstances were such that
only one mass meeting hés been held
since the last conventiou;
was a joint meetings held in co-opera-
tion with this; the Plymouth Church,
here in Rochester.
u -success and resulted in raising a
goodly sum toward defraying the in-
debtedness of the churcl, which was
both gratifying and encouraging to
the state officlals as well as to the
Plymouth church soctety.

Varlous obstacles seemed to ob-
struet the effort to arrange for muss
meetings In Potsdam and -in other
elties, but I recommend for the incom-
ing board that more strenuous efforts
be put forth for the holding of inass
meetings during the coming yeur.

fn-my opinion mass meetings rank
pext to missionary work in import-

. A retrospective glance covering the
field of work of the New York State
‘Agsociation” of Spiritualists slnke Its
, reveals some disappoint-
yet with it all when con-
broad sense there is much
Among the ob-
hich this Association was
organize the

of encourggement,

fncorporated, was
ituallst -~ cieties of N
, tate into 0. :general
! foster, charter gund m
“ualist societles, for the purpose of
‘ mutual aid snd co-speration in benev-
olent, eharitable, educat
musleal, scientific, relig
slonary purposes,

) nomena, science,
glen of Spirit
Some of us at th

association; to

aijutain Spirit- That meeting was

fonal, literary,
lous and Rls-

philosophy and reli-

e outset may have
he work of a decade and
have established a . good,
ing- society,- carrylng onj
ing things oytlined
above in every: incorporated village,
and several such socleties in each of
the cities of New York state. Hence
in this respect man
uallsts are, no ‘doubt, 1
Buy disappointed does not ngcess“gyllly
‘mean discouraged.

Other disappoin

meetings and 4o

ne Spirit- o .
% 'Séngi‘&miosl?\ted. Bummer Assemblies. )
The Lily Dale Assembly assigned &
Néw York State Day on the program
of 1807, Your state missionary, Mrs.
Reynolds, Mrs. Carrié B, 8. Twing and
‘and your president were the principal
ppealiers, and the meeting was a suc-
cess in every way.
ists were made acquainted with our
state work and interest was created In
favor of organization.
That Assemlly has
July 22 on the program of 1908. . The
morning session to be asymposium of
state workers, and in the afternoon,
Mrs. Reynolds and your president are’
named as speakers,
No doubt New Y L
at that popular assembly will, ‘many
of them, manage to be present on
New York State Day .and assist in
making the -occasion one of -especial
interest-and of benefit to the State As-
soclation, to the Lily Dale Assembly
and to the cause {n general.
We hear favorable repor
work belng ‘done’ by the Freeville
Camp Association, of which Brother
Kelsey ls president. That camp {8
also an’auxillary branch of the New
York State Assoclation.

State Legislation,

1t is a matter of concern to all Spir-
ftualists that our rights and privileges
as a religious body Le properly guard-
ed against adverse
may be inspired by special interests,
or {ntroduced in the Interest of spe-
cial privileges.

Heretofore the officers of this State
Association bave been watchful of the
interests of Spiritualists apd others.
During the past yéar we hgve mnot
P})d of any adverse legisla-

tments. might -be
mentioned, but we pass ihem by as
only the every-dhy experlence in all
ines of human activity -

Asg to the achievemer
creased confidence aud esteem clearly
indicated in the attitude of non-Spir-
jtualists. toward our Agsoclatfon and
.our worl;, which speaks favorably for
its pernianency and future influence,
.. Tq persons who come in touth with
thinking people, 1t 15 clearly apparent
-that a larger number of persons are
in Spiritualism, and are
mena and its phi-
before ip the his-
t, and I unhesi-

its, we ‘find’ In- Many Spiritual~

assighéd ﬁs

studylng ita pheno ork 'state’ visitors
jogophy, than ever
tory 6f the movemen
iatingly assert that our influengce a8
an organized ‘body is greater ‘than it
was one year ago, ; '

Evidence of this-is found in fn-
creased “interest in what Spiritualism
Also in the attitude of

-alert to the things about which the
_peaple want to hear; also the drama,
algo the liberalized orthodox sermons,
“through nearly all of which there runs
of Spirituallst philosophy.
SN " Local Societios,
" . Ourlocal auxillary societies have, as
‘a rule, been doing good work during
“-the.past year and the generally full
‘ettendance at their meetings shows
an’ interest In our philosophy, and
hunger for . psychic manifestations
among the people, which is encourag-
ing {o the state board.
“+ Your president asked the vice-presi-
dent,"and some other members of the
board of trustees, that they each visit
w{at: their - convenlence during the
year), the local socleties In proximity
ta their homes. And from the reports
thesq officers as to their findings,
180 -from- tha-reports of the State
“Misslonary and State Secretary, the
convention will, no doubt, be well fn-
formed concerning the .work- of the
local societies and the conditions at-
_ tepding them.,
- -In. the'.pres!

legislation that,

There are, however, some old “Bhie
Laws” standing on the statute books
of New YOrk:state, which;, while there
geems-to be mo recent attempt at their
enforcement, gshould be repealed and
wiped off the books,
laws prohibits the practice of clairvoy- |
gnce, which of courseis-ridiculous on
its face, for the gift of -clairvoyance
(or spiritual seeing) can no more-be
prevented by law than could legisla-
tion prohlbit a person's seeing with
But yet such fool-
ish laws may be invoked to cause an-
noyance to honest Spiritualists, and
ghould be repealed. The stronger our
orgauization, the more potent s its
power for protectlon to our

One of these

ident's. report{ of previ-
- ous years, the maintaining of settled
sneakers or pastors wherever practic-
“hag been recommended, and later
‘experiences have only confirmed what
had then been sald.
. - The officers of local socletles are
- ‘the guardians of the Spiritual , ros-
. trums in their immediate vicinity and
4t 8 for them (in carrying out the
“ will of their society) to ever be on the
.alert, especially when strangers apply
* for positions of privilege to eccupy
thelr rostrims, Worthy workers when
traveling among strangers and who
might care to accept an lnvitation to
" gpeak or practice mediumship, should
_provide themselves with credentials
“which would acquaint the officers of
socletles with their fitness to do this

the physical eye.

1 mentioﬁ this mattar to this con-
vention fér’ their consideration and
for suck action as may sesm advisa-

"A question of inferest to ail Spirit-
ualists {5, “How. can ordinations best
be regulated, so that only persons who
are qualified by education and devel-
opment of spiritual gifts be authorized
to go forth as ministers of the gospel
of Spiritualism, and at the same time
assist and protect, our worthy work-

The ' foundation of Spiritualism
vests in the phenomena, which de-
monstrates continuity of life.
this foundation we are to erect a tem-
pie of soul growth or spiritual devel-
opment, and in this direction lies an
{mportant part of the work of local

The National Spiritualists’ Assocla-
tion, of which the New York State As-
sociation {s an auxtliary branch, has {.
ted certain requirements and reg-
To this end studies in mental sci- s which are about being pub-

ance, thought force, etc., can be taken
up with profit. Dr. Austip has pub-
liched works that can be used as &

- basits for.studies along these

. and then the Yog! philosgphy is prof-

“‘ftable.for reading and for study; and

-plso”the books of Ella Wheeler Wil-

cox.and Mrs. Towne (who are pur-
.- -gulng that braoch of Spiritualism

“ called “New Thought”) are excejlent.

" The main polnt is to learn to con-
trol and guide our thoughts, to think
happy. thoughts, which are the basis
'of soynd  hodies and healthfulness.

" The only trua religion is a religion
of happiness, and
‘comes in doing for others and in
ng and speaking kindly of oth-

ut up to this wrlting your president
has not received a printed copy ot
such revised regulations.
the Incoming trustees will, no doubt,
soon be in possession of the desired
‘information which we believe will en-
able them to take such action in this
matter as may harmonize the work-
Angsof the state beard with the work-
ings of the Natifonal board of trustees,
in such manner as will best protect
our public rostrums and at the spme
time do no injustice to our public
. Life Memberships,

The list of lifo memberships. ln our,
New York State Association.is slowly
growing, but there is room for many
‘more lifemembers, and I “wish . we
might add one hundred to this ‘list
during thig convention. 'I feel highly
honored by having my name rog!s;
tered in this Hst of loyal workers fof
the cauge of truth and humanity,
there to remain during the remainder
of my earthly: pilgrimage. And ' ba-
sides this it is to me a satisfaction to
‘know that great good is being done
thus brought {nto the
Every  BSpiritualist will
work for the cause as long as strength
and circumstances will ~ permit,
through™ these life memberships’ we
will be .working (In'a way) through
the officers of this' association, even
ical gtrength may have

eans a mental training which-
is capable of transferring one's self
and of elevating the races of people
‘on the earth, and.is a legitimate part
of society work. I advise onr Bpirit-
ualists if .they have net already done
80, to take 1ip this work and not allow.

New Thought’ peopie to run away

) Misstonary Wbrk.
- Naext to the work. of local socleties

the missionary work with the mon

_1a perhaps most
; {zsionary (much of whose work
ia-to carry this gospel of Spiritualism
into new territory, or C
‘talities “where thers are ‘no socleties
-for public work), needs to be gifted,
‘both as a speaker and as a medium,
g0-that both phases of the work cam
be presented as occasion may require.
-+ Mrs, Reynolds, who has been act-
Ang in that capacity, is well equipped
for the work along lines indicated and
15 capable of presenting both the phi-
losophy and the phenomena in a dig-~
nified and effective manner,
‘earnest interest in the success of the
State Association continues unabated,
.and she has always been very consid-
erato of the interest of the Assoclation
‘in making up her accounts. Her mis-
slonary report will glve to the con-
lﬁore dotafled account of the
rK.. AR

atter our phys!

memberships as'an
investment which will pay dividends
even after we enfer the spirit world.
_Constitution and By-Laws.

The latest editlon of the consiitu-
tion and By-laws of our New York
State Assoclation s about exhausted,
and your president has refrained froin
ordering another edition printed, until
‘the matter could be taken up by this
convention and conslderation. glven:
‘and ‘acted upon officially as .to any
changes that might seem desirable. .
-And I now recommend that a’com-
mittee of threo be appointed to take
 this matter up and report to: the con-
vention as early as pogsihle with such’
dations as may. seem advle-

I plead for life

. -It-1s the opinion of yo
that the money expended in misgion-
ary work has been praductive bf much
- 004, and that it is desirable that this

. Fraudulent Practices.. .
Deception under: the name of me-

racelves mo sanction, Or elcourage-
went: from honest Spiritualigis; and
how gladly would the workers elim-
{nate everything that savors of Iraud
-pr dishenesty in those who claim to
be Spiriiualist medipms apd. are go-
ing about the couniry decelving in-
vestigators under-the nare of Spirit-
uallsm, with which they have no con-
nection mor sympathy.” ' . T .

A Mr, Carrington, who ¢lalined. to,
be acting for the American Boclety for
Psychical Reseutrch (ot  whiclr " Prof.
Jutnes H. Hyklop'is president) visited
Lily Dale Assembly last suminer,

divms and claimed: fo ‘the wenage-
ment that while he found sowe that
he thought were not ~dding  honest
work, he found others that gave him
some marvelous manifesiations ~that
could not be questioned. .

Later on his report appeared In
several leading newspupers “dnd the
things he thought  were dishonest
were written up quite censatiomally,
but the many marvelous genuins man-
ifestation were not mentioned, thus
saying to the public by inference (at
least) that there was; nothing: but
fraud given by the mbdiuma of Lily
Dale. o

This form of deception by telling
only a part of the truth was so mani-
festly unfair and unjust that it natur-
ally throws a subpicion over his whole
work and his methods as well and
tends to create doubt as to-the integ-
rity of his purpose. .

Spiritualists welcome honest eritl-
cism. If our methods are wrong, the
management of our assemblies and
our rostrums desire to know whereln;
in order that it may be ‘remedied.
But candid-minds will recognize the
fact that to deceive thé public by tell-
ing. only a part of the truth may be
just as reprehensible as to decelve in
other ways. ... M. oLl
* Those. acquainted with Lily Dale
Assembly and who are famjliar with

years been carrled.on there, will not
be .didturbed by Mr. . Carringtpnls

say give us the truth, the whole truth,
and notbing but the truth,” . . .

Finances, L

Very little has béen done during the
year in the way of appeals to:the
Spiritualists of the. state for dona-

treapury need 'replenishing. . Biate
mass meetings offer an opportunity
far reaching the Spirftualists  and
making them acquainted with our
needs in this direction; and this is one

should be held, :

Direct appeal by way of personal
letters i3 another method of reaching
those who may be interested apd will-
ing to assist In meéting onr needs,
1.1 believe the Spirituslists of the
state will gladly respond and meet the
needs-of the assoclation, when made
acquainted with the situation,

In Conclusion.

W. E. Gladstone, the great English
staesman, once said that the Investi-
gation of psychic phenomena was the
most {mportant of enything {o which
a person could engage. Thig  great
man tould wpprecinte the {mportance
of our work, ‘and the timeé will surely
some when the ayes of the people-wil}

ituglism and the scope of our move-
ment. - ' et )

that “there is fio ' déath.” We |
brought into action piychlc farces,
and opened the fountains' of In-
spiration through which master minds
in spirit can reach and impress, the
minds of the children of earth., ~

thoughts are things, and. can be pro-
jected from thogse whom we have been
taught to call dead, but whom we
now know Hve fn the spirit world—

thoughts find lodgment in the recep-
tive .braln of = receptive .people .on
earth, thus establishing co-operation
and frequent communication between
the spiritual and physical planes of
existence. = _ - ’ p

life continues his studies and experi-
ments on that higher plane, and can
impress his latest discovéry upon the

world has a new and usefu] Invention
ready at {ts hand for use. =
The musician, the artist and the

and investigation on the themes and

bors through -the* actlon of “these
psychic laws and forges. - . . .° .
- The reformer whose Whole soul was
wrapped up {a earnest endeavors to
help better conditions of humanity on
the earth plane, does not loge hls in-
terest:in_this work at transition, but
sees things through - broader -vision
and from & larger view-point, and
more comprehensive understanding,
and anxiously improves - the - oppor-
tunity to continue his chosen labors
by . Impressing these  advanced

that wonderful progress is being made

thought and action, especially those
pertalning to physical things, - : -

are discovering signs which point. to
a spiritual awakening, ‘and  which
leads them to. believe.that a great
moral and spiritual-wave- will.-soon
gweep -over this world, ., - . . =

the psychic forces that: will : hasten
this development. Is - the --legitimate
work of our Spiritualist. organization.

When we look over these gradd re-
guits, how important a part Spirftual-
tsm has played in bringing them {nto
existence, we may well feel that there
{s much of encouragement. for. all
true Spiritualists and loyal soldiers in
this battle for'truth and.progress. .- ..

My fellow workers, let us fake new
courage. - The clouds of - error: .and

show a little rift; and we have reason
1o hope that the sunshine of {ruth and

world of ours, and.- tbat:an era of

gede the present.spirit of.commercial+
dsm and strife.. o o Ty

. Yes, brothers and s

and _for: which ' we have=tubored: &

diumship I8 indeed deplorable, and| : = ,f;r.eﬁl dent,

Secret&il’y’s‘,’__kppfiit. -

- The twelfth aunumnl- canvention of
the New York Btatesi-Asspelation  of
Spirltuglists  was held inyiRochester,
June B, 6 and 7, a{ Rlymogth ¢hurch.

The speakers_andgessgge bearers
were zll state workeyg, ."The Jarge del-
gation from auxillary; sqgleties was
evidence of an-incr
every locality of‘th

The kind welgomg ., ofy, Ply.
church, with the egynesingss of the

delegated, as well : g t
weather, tended "to ihe
feelipgs of all. 7.

Friday and Sa

sed(jnterest. in

While there he visited several me-|

turday thp busiveds
sesslons drew ~gopd” pudierices,
election of officefs 0 Spturday after-
noon closed the business séssjon, . The
evening address was by Dr. Lockwood,
of Bufialo, and he certainly gave his
hearers food for
morning was a symposium for state

rnoon’ Lyman C. Howe,
of Fredonia, was the speaker,
day evening Carrie L."8. Twing, of
The messuge bearers were Mrs, H,
H. Atcheson, of Buffalo; Mrs. T. U.
Reynolds, of 'Troy;"’
of Washington, D.:C.; Mrs, W. M.
Kelsey, of Rochester.
trell, of Holland, a medium for epirit
rappings, demonstrated that phase of
the phenomena. @ v ' S

The officerg elected ‘were:
dent, H. W, Ricliardsonj Bast Aurore;
first vice-president, Rev. B, ¥, Austin,
Rochester; second vice-ptesident, Dr.:
‘W. M. Lockwood, Buffalo; secretary,
Mrs) Sarah” A, -Woeodruil;, Colden;
tregiurer, Mrs, ‘Harriet M. Rathpun,
New York City; trustees, Mrs. J, H.
R. Matteson, Buffalo; Mrs. Sarah A.
Holt, West. Potedam; Mrs.. Tillie U,
. George. W. Sisson,,

May ‘A, Price,
‘Miss Flo Cot-

Reyuolds, Troy;
Niggara Fglls. .. .. 5.4
The Sunday.evening pxercises with.
an gudience of over 1,000 people was:
a testimony to the increasing interest
among the people in tha philogophy of
Spirituslism, and a fit{ing <lose to-the.
most harmonious -co
history of the.agsocjation, .. .
Journed to meet jn Rochester in

SARAH £. W00

the nohle work, that has for so many:

statements,” But in all falrness: 'we
vantion in. the

tions, and as & result the funds in the | = ¥—————rey——r0 = .

e @ LETTER FROM  TACOMA, WASH,

In Which the. ngtq:-_',}ﬂyuld Lay Ont

an Entire New Program.of Action,

| Which, Up to Date, Has Not Been
reasob why more .mass meetingy N

S

To the Editor,. I.have watched
with interest for somp.time the cor-
respondence and articles in your val-
uable paper on commercial and fraud-
ulent mediumship, apd hgve now be-
fore me your fesue of,May,f, contain-
{ag & correspondence.under the head-
ing of Leading - Inte]lectyal Lights,
betwesn Mr, McArthpr,
the Missouri State. .Ass
Mrs. Mary T. Longley,of ;
D. C. To.me the gquestion relating, to
mediumehip is a.seripus |
to which I have glyglxi
for some time past, apd 'am glad to
see it tiken up by the Btz
1 sinceraly Ihdorse, the rules
‘atd dewn by the Missour] State Asso-
clation for the guf
diums, still I have’
vice glyen by Mrs,

be-opened to the tmportance of Spir- | e of thelr me-
dditby the ad-

Tients, i1 mbst, cides haye ek’
helpful and uplifting! ~“Nevertheless
the time has come when ‘the guestion
of protecting honéht = meédilums gnd
raiging’ the standard of our spiritual
work must be ‘dealt with, The im-
portant question s, What can be done
to protect medfums and uplift -the’
movement in generdl? I would sug-
gest ‘what seems to me to be a way
out of the dificulty: < That every so-
‘clety engaging a speaker or medium
ghall pay sufficient to’ehable him (or
her) to devote the.time to.the work
of the soclety durlng :their engage-
ment, A portion of their time should
be set- agide to receive visitors and
glve spiritual advice, in & room pro-
vided by the soclety;-next we would
suggest a locked mouey.box be placed
on & table. with 'a, ticket -attached
thereon, asking for donetions- toward
the funds of the society., . The me-
diu:n will not be reguired or expected
to handle-.any funds whatever.
‘other portion: of the medium's time
could well’be employed in visiting the
sick, calling o members and arousing
a greater interest -in the - movement.
/This part of the werk,...‘Visiting .the |
Sick,” .appears to me to be much neg-
lected. There is much good work that
could he done were. mediums engaged-
{n tbis way. . Why should not ma-
terializing Bnd trumpét seances, n
fact all the work, be dane. under the.
supervision of the different socleties.
My opinlon is, that only by doing the
work ‘on thege or similar lines can we
hopa to progress. Stand out boldly as
a religlous -body.”  Gaif ‘the respect
of the public and insu
our mediums.

{Wa have demongtrated ib.-;t.h Wopld
qutiaen & Wenggye

We héve demonstrated that

which is only a higher department of
the great school of life, and such

The {nventor who has entered spirit

pensitive brain of an Edison or some,
other scientific machinist, and ‘the:

teacher continue.the line of - study
subjects in which they wete so in-.

tensely ipterested here; and. the
world receives the result of their las

1 Protection for

Tacoms, Wash.

{ thoughts_on the mind of the reformer B
here on earth, who in his turn is giv-]... -
ing it to ‘the people. Thus it is in}. -
‘every line of human: activity. - The{.
two worlds have heen .brought g0l
closely in touch, andsghe thought at-
mosphere of higher intelligences Is 80
thoroughly intermingled with our-own

. ' { unless I conl
at wo' MUST harvest: what we sow, |-
‘No matter where 'or what ““we're at,”

Damie Nature glves. s -Jage in which he. live,

along ‘almost every.llne "of -human]’ - AAfe's :
_ d- with ‘SStuderal:
: .| *Twere; bétter ne'er- toi‘have lived
And now the most discerning minds:{- .- ally -7 .0 < Ixum oo T

tis—*"to be,” thef: “cof to be,”.
*Tig but g farce ands

To assist in putting lnto‘-’dpe-raﬁofﬁ'f ‘And he can choosé *
Theri why. Is 1t so offén bént

By fores of his ‘enﬁ?lfb i}
* The Spirit e

R SR
f it be true that ‘,‘qggrﬁ ]
“The reaim of Spirlt{ia],mysteries,’.

‘What lack of goul an
To scoff at facts in

|8till asking, ‘*Who and what is God?”.
camulon sense 3. ‘ .

o ‘the . Chargein A -song with
golo, duet and chorus, by:John W
Ring, arranged by :M./” H.. -Bsuer,
Prico 25_cegts;_-5fcom 3, $L.00, - .

‘ “Haudy Blectrical Dictionary,”: A
piractical handbook of reference,.con-
taining definttions of eVéry used. aless
Atrleal ‘terms or phrase;”
- *“The Widow's Mite.

selfishness are -'surely ' baginning to

Jjustice will soon: burst- upon this old:

Peace and Brotherhood isto: super-.

; i'téra,"ﬁié"bﬂ\gilti:
er:dey. s aurely dawning for the re-’ ¢hie Phenomens” .

STBAY THOUGHIS.

Thoughts Inspired While Listeping to
- o Sermoyy by Rev. Wm. Horuee
Day, D.D,, of-the First Congrega.
tional Chuxch, Los Angeles, Cali-
foruia, Mar. 20, 1908, on the Sub-
jeet, “The Blopd of Jesus Oleans~
eth US." ! . R .

A

vhich so-called

The tenadity with
that was importaut 1o “unadvanced
minds in o rejmote past,:accounts-for
the fact. that: sgclendce las been held
back and. a- premium placed upon-ig-.
norance by prigstoraff, .’

“God is the noblést: work of man”
may have been given.out by a noted
orator as & witiclsmy; . that it is never-
theless true fhat the gods of men are
never above man's .- ‘highest ideals.
That. which lies beyond- man’s con-
eeption is incomprehensible to Dhim,
therefore, so far as his reasoning is
concerned Is non-exlgtent., But as the
world advances and man cowmes nore
and more futo his birthright of knowi-
edge; us he lifts himself up and walkg
more and more erect; as the scales
fall from his eyes and he sees more
clearly, he discovers worlds which
had existed that even Copernicus,
dreamed not of;, principles in Nature
that have not ‘changed but that he
conld not use until the advanced men-
tality of the world brought forth an
Edicon and a Marcon!; and new at-
tributes of God. that speak to his very
soul if he will'not suffer himself to be
dragged hack to an age of blood, a
barbarous past. o

reviewing the Christian’s scripture
‘and song and contrasting it with what
‘would- be his sentl-{nent In this age-of
advancement, had
fn his system of worship.” ..

- A portlon of the following texts and
‘lines were. quoted by the learned doc-

‘belong to'the same bloody category. -

“The blood of Jesus, His - Son,
cleanseth us from .all sin"

“Yo were redeemed with precious
blood a9 of a lamb without blemish
and without. spot, even the blood of
Christ.” . L )
--“Now - the ~ Gpd of . peace who
brought again from the dead the great

{ shepherd of the gsheep with the blood

of an -external covenant, even our

{ Lord Jesua.”-

“And Aaron shall make atonement
upon the horns of the altar once in
the year; with the blood of the sin-

.| offering of atonement once In the year

shall he mgke agtonement for it
throughout your generations; it is
most_holy unte Jehovah.” * =

“The eword of Jehovah is filled
with blood, it is made fat with fatness,
with the blood of lambs and goats,
with the fat of the kidneys of rams;
for Jehovah hath a sacrifice in Boz-
rah and a great slaughter in the land
of Edom." -

“And according to the law, I may
almost eay, all thilngs are cleansed
with blood, and apart from shedding
of blood there is no remission.”

An entire number of The Progress-
ive Thinker could nol contain all ;the
texts that relate to the shedding of
‘bloed, and that being {nterwoven are
the base, yes the chief corner ptoae of

1 the Christian faith,

The doctor made the assertion tha
-guccessful’ minletry, ‘and ‘closed . bis
Alscourse With' the Nnes: ™ - :

“Just ns I«am, without one plea, :
But that thy blood was ehed for me.”

Only a few days ago, Gillette, who
wronged his sweetheart, then mur-

jmen, and declaring that he was saved
through the blood of Christ, walked
with firm tread {o tho electrocution-
er's chair. He had been born into
the Christlan's falth and bypnotized
into the firm beHef that “The blood of
Jesus cleanséth us,”” that -

“Jesus paid it all, "
All the debt T owe;

He bare my sins, a crimson stain
He washed me white as snow.”

"1 am not relating this, which-is a
‘very common. -incident, to discredit

brangd into the Christian’s camp; but
because I feel so earnestly the neces-
sity-of wiping out old myths and ad-
vancing the religlous thought of the
world to where it belongs in this ad-
vanced sge. . - .. . .

God 18 the same, yesterday, to-day
and faorever, Then why should we
reach back through musty -cloisters
and haggle over doubtful doctrines
that have been bolstered up by nar-
row-minded, designing monks, when

the prophets of.old? - : _

The personal:God of the Christian
s a kindergarten ideal -that belongs
to the age of idol worship. Tleziteal
or.-the {dol..was worshiped by -.the
masses; - but - the - more - intelligent
‘erected altars to - an unknown - God

J whom they endowed.:with ~Omnis-
cience, Omnipotence .and -Omnipres-

‘ence; .

" {1 woula mot'take from the Chris-

tian_ his personal: God, if by so-doing

’| he, would be. left. without a-God; I

‘would not»;:%b ‘him of - & single  hope
d ‘supply- him with a Dbet-
‘ter -basis for a greater hope; neverthe-

v 4God {8 Love” is a . demonstrated

I't¥ath; but when linked . to hatred,

bloody sacrifices, a bloody. atonement

:"1 and the revengeful shedding of blood,

it becomes a .positive untruth, . -

. All' humanity and the universe are.
enveloped in the love of God.” All
Nature, the air we :breathe and: the

‘of life, life, mote sbundant. life; and
the ever-changing but never perigh-
ing: elements, tell us of -growth; of
change and of eternal progress,
_The swinging pendulum marks the

‘| time that is now rapidly carrying us’

away from @ barbaraus past. e
‘Man in all ages has askeéd and is

Harmony and ~Izbfe,:'éister§" twaln -

and sin; -

~{'But kno\vledg'é.{cé;rﬁ!i{iihdéf thelr alle-

ginnce from star unto.sod;. ... -
And with Wisdom' they mergeas one-
- Belpg; that being 18 God,.

" " God is Spirit;. Infinite Tnteltigence;

‘| He. ls the Spiri¥ within your soul; He .

18" the -Sou) of a1l souls; the soul of
tho ‘universe; - He. ‘mpeaks, to: -you.
through the whispering:léaf; the mur- -
iuring rill-and the lightning’s crash

«{ if youwill only hear; you can:behold -
thim:In the maving:cloud’ by day and:

forms which Spirltualism stands for;. Funk! Pr

‘the starry firmament by night, if you-

revealed religions cllong to' an ideal

“The mistake of clinging te ideals of
the past, and ignoring the ever dd-
‘vancing present, becomes apparent in-

it' not become fixed

tor In his argument to prove  that |-
‘the blood of Jesus cleanseth ue,” and.
the balance T have added because they

Christ's death Ya’s necessary to hig'{

dered Her, left a sermon for Young,

‘the Christlan's faith’ or to throw R | o neation. Some bitter personali-

we can walk and talk with God as did

legs it i3 his ‘duty: to grow.with the }: _ S
"|'Mrs. 0. McFarlin Leaves La Crosse,

sun that shines into. our lives tells us .

.;ill lift -up yoyr eyes and see. .
Would you " coine more and ' mora

-clearly Into yowr own? Would you

come more closely in touch with the
Gods who created you?. Then gst
away  sometimes from the haunts of
Juen where the mean and revengeful
may lurk. “Go into the mountains or
into the open field aund lift up your
thoughts to the God of love who fakes
pleasure In your spiritual growth and
harmony, Reulize your oneness with
God undsyour life- within his great
and etevnal Spirit, and a true inspira-
tion of tove will come to you and
whether you realize it or not, you
have heard the volce of God. Make
resolves for the upliftment of yourself
and your fellow-men who are as much
a part of you as you are’'a part of
God; receive the blessings that will

and you have walked and talked with
God. Then carry your ipspirations
back with you into the hauuts of men
apd give to tliem the love that. they
‘crave, that they hungey for but can-
1ot find in the cold mwalls of . the
church or within the clofstered cell;
and you will forget the blood. of the
Laiab in the blessings that will come
to you through the eternal truth that
will come into your soul.
A. B, BALISBURY.
Los Angeles, Cal. = .

LET'S DO A LITTLE SWEEPING

"We have brushed ziway the cobwebs of

& superstitious.age; L
‘"We 'have thrown a new religion now
*" upon lfe's record-page; .
We have flung the gates of heave
" . bhack upon the golden wall;

‘We have  found the spirit mansion

.. open wide and free to all;

.We have raised from creedal ushes

" *many minds all covered o'er;

Now let's do a little sweeping right
, around our cabin door,

We have often caused commotion' in
the circles of the earth; ; ;
‘We have science and religion shown
that death but means re-bivth;
We have brought God down among
us from His throne up in the sky;
We have bathed the smouldering em-
bers that around hell's furnacoe lie;
We have socthed the aching bosoms of
the sobbing world of yore,
Now let's do a HNttle sweeping right
around our cabin door. )

We have torn down many structures
with our reasen and our facts;

We have proved that man's salvation
comes by kindly words and acts;
We have shown the world the future

is as certain as thoe now;
We have shown the loving kindred
. and re-plighted every vow;
We have shown that all’lost Joved ones
have just gone along before;
Now let's do a little sweeping right
around our cabin' door.

We have climbed the golden ladder to
the world's eternal dream *

Of a future lfe immortal, and have
caught a tiny gleam .

Of the life beyond the portal, and the
faces we have known; )
We have found the land of spirit and

would claim it as our own,
But we get our own proportion: only
© that and nothing more;
And ‘we ought to do some sweeping
all:around our cabin door.
DR. T. WILKINS.

Victory for' Barrett.

The city council. commiiiee on
health and pglice yesterday’ morning
voted to recgimmend for passage the
Cottel ordinance, with amendments
guggested by Harrison D. Barrett, pas-
tor of the Flrst Spiritualist chureh,
regulating ‘mediumistic practice in
Portland, Upon request of Chief Dep-
uty City Attorney Fitzgerald, a clause
was ingerted figing punishment for in-
tractions at from $25 to $500 fine,
from 30 days to six months imprison-
ment, or both such fine and imprison-
ment. .

Preceding the action of the commit-
tee, there occurred a lively tilt be-
tween the opposing forces of Spiritual-
{sts. 'Those favorable to the ordi-
nance and {ts amendments were led
by Mr. Barrett,.who was for many
years National president, while the
others were led by Mrs. Sophia B.
Seip, president of the_ Oregon State

ties were indulged in during the pro-
ceodings. : : .
" The actlon of the committee is a
distinct victory for the Barrett fac-
tion, as {t is confidently expected that
the ordinance will pasg the council.
Ap amended it provides the heavy pen-
alties stated for any person or persons
found guilty of accepting money or
valuables from those to whom is of-
fered something which is fraudulent.
It ig said by Deputy City .Attorney
Fitzgerald to be 2 good measure, and
one which, he states, should have been
‘passed long ago.

When the committee was called to
order, Mr. Barrett arose and stated

“his position. in the  matter, strongly

urging that the ordinance and the
amefidments be recommended for

'passage. He declared that it 1s only
‘to set right his religion and to make

his position clear that ke wished to
see thie measure becomé a law. To
punish the illegitimate, to protect the
fnnocent and to assist in.the dissem-
ination of truth and the abolition of
error, he - sald, is his mative.—~Port-
land Oregonian, - '

. The Spiritualist Church has closed.
public. meetings for the summer, as
the pastor! Rev. Catherine’ McFarlin,
‘was obliged to return to -Blainview,
Minn., {0 look after her aged mother.

Bhe . has- aroused.a “declded Inter-
gt in Spiritualism in La Cresse.. Her

sermpns_were of an exalted naturé
‘and( very - interesting .to ‘tboge who

were fortunate enough to hear them,
and her-audiences continually gained
in number, and the church in mem-
bership during the winter.:  :
Mrs, McFarlin' made many fflénds
during her ‘stay, .outside - of. ‘the

broad-mindedness and .profound  {n~

| terest .in .every movement that was

: . 1t { s0 S
Shrink from contact with -ighorance ‘.tor e e Bty o

The.-People’s Sunday School which
she organized will feel her'loss,- but
are 80 desirous to continue, that: ar-

‘raitgements have-been made to carry

on .the schaol st the home-of, Mrs,
Keizer, 712 Cass street, for thq sum-
mer at.the same ‘hour, 11. oelock
Sunday morning.—La Crosse Tribune.
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