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- how his young wisdom astonished the doctors.
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(Juestion,

Do Ptea,chers Beheve What. They Preach and Preach What. They
Beheve.-—By H V. Swermgen AIVL MD., Fort Wayne, Ind

7

" TIs it not abuut tlme thut the pulplt was making some effort in the
divection of sutisfying the mtollcctlml craving of thc present day for
a lavger and hmproved knowlcdge of the theological questlon? It must
be elear]y” mapifest to all branehes of the Chyistian church that the
younger members -thereof ‘dbe njot attached to it with the enthusiastic
spirvitual and mte]leetuul udhex‘encc whlch charactem/ed 1ts munber
ship a half century ags. ~
~ “The late lamented Premdent I{atper of the Chxeago Umvermty,
nupon several publie occasioyis anuo}mced his regret that not a single,
solitary change had been made in’the catechisms or other literature
of the church during the last fifty yeays; 20 effort havmg beeu made
“to. male: ghurch literature; conform to the * ‘higher, eriticism’’ ‘or. to
‘the advanced theolog:cal thotght of the dxy He lgménted. the fact
“that the: instruetions ot teachmg‘s of the church in. prmt are premsely
- the same to-day that they ‘were- ﬁity years' ago, while in not a few in-
stances the pulpit preaching 1s ‘far in advance of what it was at that

AA' L i

The wrltcr heard -a promanent Methoduxst pmacher and president
.oof & tTleologlcal university begin a sermon he recently delivered with
. the .announcement: ‘‘Much that T formelly believed and preached
1.do not now believe and preaeh.” It is not unreasonable to suppose
"“'that that which he formerly believed and preached and which he now

" repudiates, yet remains in_ print-in: the literature of his church—its
- eatechisms, its Sunday-sehool bools, its traets and periodieals. If so,
- these should be changed to conformto his advanced thought. Chil-
dlen should not be taught by the. Sunday school teacher that which

is being renounced and repudiated in ithe pulpit, and which when of |

maturer years they will themselves reJect and wonder with the laity
in general why it was ever taught or prmted in the hterature of the
clmreh

" The young men of both the Protestant and Catholie laity are dis-

covering’ that there is much.to learn from the history of religions,
and, that neither Protestant nor -Catholic Christianity can be consid-
‘ered as a primitive religion.” They have learned as a part- of the in-
struetion of *‘modernisms’’ that if Protestantism is but an offshoot
from Catholicism, Catholicism is but an offshoot from Paganism or
Buddhjsm. They discover religions antedating theirs, which had their
sacred books, their incarnate Gods for prophets, their priesthoods,
their traditions snd doctrines. .Two hundred years before the birth
‘of Christ, Buddha is said to have been born without human father.
‘Angels sang in heaven tor anpounce his advent; an aged hermit
blessed him in his mother’s arms; a king or moparch was advised,
though he refused, to destroy the boy who, it was predicted, should
be a universal ruler.

It is related how he was onee lost, and was found in a temple; -and

A woman in a crowd
iwas rebulked by him for exclaiming: ‘‘Blessed is the womb that
bave thee.’”” His prophetic career began when he wag about’ thirty
years old; and one of the most solemn events of it is his temptation
in solitude by the evil one. Young men in both Catholic and Protest-
ant chirches as a result of their researches into religious and theo-
logical history are finding in other religions far more ancient than
their own, many things which they were instrueted and were wont
" to belleve were only and .alone. .peeuliar to their own. They now
begin to see that all religions’ have'kprung from a common, earthly
root, gll man-made, and that one has no more certainty than .mothor
They have dwcovored that. neither Catholic nor Protestant Chris.
tianity. ean prove itself in any supernatural sense to be suered.

1 well remember that while a mere boy, not yet in my teens, .in
reciting my Methodist catechism to my pastor, several of the questions
and their answers impressed me even al that early period of any life
as being unreasonable, and that 1mpre8s10n never left me. Those are

the question and answers whieh, in my opinion, the late President

Harper desiréd to see changed, for the unreasonalblencss Ims andoubt-
edly nqpresaed all alike.

‘may be permitted to judge ny fe]lowmen by my own convie-
tion§," T question very seriously whether any mtelhgonf man in pulpit
or pew thoroughly believes that Jesus Christ was God, no matter how
apparently among Christiaps this dogma is umwrsullv accepted., The
same remark will apply to the docirine of “eternal punishment in
“a lake which burneth with fire and briinstone,”’ to that of predestina-
tion, and to that of infant damnatlion, with other dogmas, doetriies
and ideas taught by the Christian church, Catholic and Protestant.
The reason which (fod or Creator has implanted within us rebels
naturally and emphatically against’ these dogmas and doetrines form-
ulated at a time when that reason was chained, undeveloped and un-
cultivated: a time when to bé ‘“6rthodex’ was supposed to be the
ouly good, the only sure pussport to etérnal happiness beyond this
vale of tears; a time when the word of the minister or priest settled
every guestion & theology and: science.

Surely the results of the investigations of men of scienee, of the
“higher criticism,’’ of the light shed upon theological and religious
questions by astronomy, geology, phildsophy and psychology, require
that some radical changes should be made in our catechisms, Sunday-
school books, tracts and church periodicals. The whole theological
and religious question must be re-stated in terms conformable to and
corresponding with the present advaneed knowledge upon it if heresy
trials arg to be prevented and the Protestant church {rom being still
further split up into seets unable to mamtmn even a rcqpcctdble ex-
istence.

There i is hard]y.a creed in Chnst&ndom to-day to whielt a man can
conseieatiously subseribe. The lamented Lineoln was in search of a
church founded exclusively on love of God and man. God and hu-
manity was the creed to which he subseribed, but he failed to find a
church built upon it. ““The. Polden Rule,”” “‘¥qual Rights to All
and Special Privileges to none.’’ and “Live and Let Live’’ are ereeds
any of which, if observed, wesild produce far greater results in pro-
moting the peace a.d ldppmess of mankind, than any that are now
taught, “‘If ye fulfill the royss law accord‘ing to the Seriptures, thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thvself Righteousness exalteth a nation,
but sin is a reproach to any peoplo in a word, a.creed of just one
word of four letters, “LOVE,"” is all that any chux‘ch nceds at the
present day. ‘‘Love is the fulﬂllmg of the law."”’

As showing the pecessity of ‘a re-statement of the creeds of
Christendom, 1 need only point 1b the heresy trials of recent years
resulting in the separation from the several churches of such men as
Swing, Brnggq Thomas, Austin, Crapsey, Hillis, and many others who

. were, far in advance of them. I will here guote a very significant

communication to the New York Independent from a prominent Epis-
-copalian minister whose name for obvious réasons was withheld by
the editor of that paper. It reveals the present status of the religious
question far better than any words of mine can de, and the officials
« of all churches should ponder it deeply, for upon them rests the
responsibility of the future progress of the church. He thus writes:
‘I have never won dislinetion by my heresy. nor even acquired a
local reputation from violent departures from orthodoxy. If I should
set about some Sunday morning to tell my congregation all my diverg-
_ encies from the accepted Christian belief; I would shock them beyond
" measure. They understand in a general way that T am a liberal-
minded person, and I take ocecasion not mfrequently to hesten their

" heels in their movements from worn-out dogma to the truth that is to

be. That they are cngaged in sauch a journey I have no doubt, and
most of them are willing to maintain a reasonable pace. - My congre-

gation is above normul in intelligence, information and sympathy {.,

“with forward movemcnts; bui nevertheless I am fully persuaded that

" u complete revelziion on my part of the beliefs to which my. studies

.«

have 1orced me would set their ¢ ears a—tmglmg, and- not only awaken*

antagonism. to me peuonally, but also cause s turn of sentiment in
the direction of conservetism and orthodoxy.

**Bo rapid is the advance in religions opxmon—at least, as 1 ex-
_perience’ 11; in my parish,—that T would. not- hesitate for a moment

‘now tfo gise fullest ‘utterance - to- views vtterly condemnatory of the

whole scheme of sacqﬁclal atonement and imputed ‘righteonsness.
Devout saints who- were wont to inquire anmoush' wiy I did net

mention that Christ made full atonement for ‘our-sins’ every week or |

-two after & Bertaonm on any mxb,]ect from Dan to Beersheba, now mt

s

+

s written down in your creed in dreadful pLa)nness

pnhent]y ander preudung wlnch néver r&'i’ers"fo Chmt an u propltm-
tory sacrifige...Jxperience has taught me not to be foo rampant in

my heresies. . I have learned that if one keep his doctrinal discoveries' |
1in his study drawer for about five years, and take thém out mow and’
| then to refresh ‘his soul, allowing oecasionally a delicate effluence

from them to stea] over a page or two of jhj su ext;Sunday’s sermon,
he will find nt the end of the period tha zhp ¥.avow them a8 vio-

- {lently.as he plense, and they who aforetifie yaid have 1it the toreh ]

for his burning will sit peatefully under his doetrine, and sing the
last hymn lustily in satistaction that they have heard once more the
truth they have. always believed. For this Feaspn. I ‘am not shouting
out ever Bunday that I de not believe in'the tll‘glll birth' of Jesus,
nor in the phyb]cul x'u,urreotnon Mich as I admire Dr, Crapsey, I am:
not scunymg ‘to put m’yse]t in the plllor beS]dL him, zmd T answu-
questions cautiously.”

Well, now, what are we to thmk of the foregomg’l Let the reader

read it I was very wiuch:impressed. by whiat 1 comaldered the genlus,
of its tact or diplomacy. It reveals aft.el,,au,
method of advanced preachers ¢ gettmg in their work,’!to use a more
or. less glang. phrabe.—gett;ng it. in’ noiselessly,iinsidiously, - - withiout

producmg any ex¢itement or sensatmn which too gften in‘the past has

résulted in heresy trials- and in. the- cxppmmgpmaﬁpn of the very
class of preachers which the world so korely needsin the ulplt to-day,

The whole guestion: being one of educdtion of the iaity, that edu-
eation must necessarily be imparted gradu’ally, gentlyl slowly and de- |
cently, To at onee abruptly instruet p»,rlsh}oners 80 radically dif-.
ferent from and contrary to their former orthodox. ideas, to the reli- -

gion and theology in whieh they and their ancestors were veared, is
to produce a shock so profound that its véaction iy very apt to cause
“tr0111ble in the chureh,”” aud result in the separation of pastor and
people
plicity or dissimulation is excusable on the- -part-of the preacher, it

is under these cireumstances. It is not wise or practicable that a new |

seet or a new church should be estabilbhea éyp 'y time. an advanee is
made in theological thought. Being so far in advance of his congre-
gation on theological questions, the preacher is-obliged to practice a
certain diplomacy which fo the more observihg ind _intelligent of his
hearers may.appear to consist in uttering dlitm ent or contrary senti-
ments at different times, in relation to the same subject, but who will
gradually eateh the drift and the necessity for the: deceptlou accept
the advanced ideas presented, and aid the pastor in bringing the en-
tire_congregation up to a higher plane of thdught and action.

Tow much better it is all around to aceomplish the objeet in
view in this wey, than by the usual disturbance attendant upon heresy
trials, which are invariably the resui¢ of prémature, ill-timed, ill-ad-
vised, unnecessarily radieal, abrupt, sensational utterances from the
pulpit, although. an occamonal storm of this character is very useful,
however destructive and unpleagant in character.

1t is ‘my opinion that the lamented Rev. David Swing indulged
the hope of gradually, gently and lovingly bringing his Presbyterian
congregation up to his own standard of. edueation, of advanced theo-
logical thought and research; but that was -thirty-four years ago
when the old orthodox ideas were more firmly rooted than they are
to-day, and when it was far more difficult for g preacher to practice
the diplomacy indicated in the ahove quotatjon... The eagle eyes of
his brother preachers ,were upon him, and those eyes were largely
tinged with green because of his grcat p0pul‘ar1ty as a preacher.
From the argument of his proseeutor, thq Rev. ‘Dr. Pafton, I extract
the following:

““I set out in the first specfication thatuhe (Swmg) has not, in his
sermons, given -any distinet and uncqulvocalﬂ tatement of cu‘tam
dootrmes to-wit: Regeneration, the persoif ‘of ddr Lord, salvation by
Christ, etemal punishment, the Trinity, a,gd the, fall of man. I set
out, moreover, that when he does refer te thesa doctrines he makes
use of equivocal language,”’ D

As T have already m%lmated it is vex‘y‘ ’d]ﬁ‘icult for a preacher
whose office is that of a teacher and who j is. lun,mzlf being taught the
while he teaches, if 'he be a student and pnogressive thinker, to effect
a change in the minds and hearts of his cohgreption, to erase there-
from former false, erroneous teachings and''to iffroduce in their stead
the new and the true, without oceaSJonallx“épp%prmg, if not actually
being equivocal in hls language, T

Prof. Swing in his declaration at the. bcgmmng of ]us trial among

| other things spoke as follows: : <

“A ereed is only the hlghebt wisdom of' & particular time and
place. Hence, as in states, there is always a quiet slipping away from
old laws without any waiting for a formal repeal, as some of the old
statutes of Connecticut are lying dead, not by any legal death, but
by long emaeciation and final utter neglect of friend and foe; so in all
formulated e¢reeds, Catholic or Protestant, there is a gradual but con-
stant decay of some article or word wlnch was plomulged amid great
pomp and eirdimstance. And yet no church is willing to confess its
past folly and repeal the i injurious or untrue. All, Cathohc and Prot-
estant, simply agree to remain silent.

“#' ® ¢ Our church has suffered more than pen can record from
the wild utterances of some of its great names, and from these it has
been my frequent duty to try to separate her fan‘ and sweeter present.
There were ages when mothrs wailed in awful -4gony over a dead in-
fant because they had been taught that children.‘not a span long’
were suffering on the hot floor of hell, and that each new-born infant
was only a ‘lump of perdition;’ and, under the-awful lashing of these
thonghts, mothers used to baptize their dead bom little ones, piteously
beseeching God to ante-date the sacred rite. .* 1% - * Not one of you,
my brethren, h¥s preached the dark theology:bf Jonathan Edwards
in your whole life. Nothing eould induee you “ko pregceh it, and yet it
Confws with
me, that our beloved church has slipped awny, from the rolxglon of
dospan' and has’'come unto Mount Zion, into tie atmosphere of Jesus
as He was in life and death, full of love and forgiveness,”’

My own opinion is that more rapid and decided advance might be
made if thesé’ advanced preachers would direct .their efforts first
toward improving and changing the literature of their churches; their
Sunday-school books, their catechisms, tracts and perlodlcals—toward
wiping out the “damned spots,”’ expunging the qgld, effete, false and
misleading doctrines, dogmas and ideas from: their statute books,
creeds, efe.  An mterpolutlon here, an 1nter,]eetlon there, a suggestion,
inference or commentary along progressive hngs of theologieal
thought in the literature of the church would very materially aid the
pnlpxt in its effort to educate the pew upon,the Higher Criticism,
upon ‘modernisms’ and upon the changes in theological thought whxch
have heen wrought in the last quarter or half century. The printed
matter of the ehurch press should keep abreast yith the spoken teach-
ings of the cliurch pulpit.

H V. SWERI-NGEN, AM., MD.
Fort Wayne, Indiana, ’ :

eut &ét out and get the- opinion’ of his pastor upen’it.;” When I first -

perhaps; the proper’

If ever the practice of a certain shade of hypocrisy, or du- |

} on all planes.

‘gence, infinite

—p—

8AY ABE LINCOLN WALKED IN

SLEEP:"}YQ‘}JLD AID BURGLAR.
0ld Solaid}

X to Testify for Pris-

oner % red President
Yas

VYolyn e

J_Epilcptlc.

gato ald Ross Freeman,

on trial fer bunglary in Judge Bren-

{tano’s roggn imydhe Criminal court,

Chicago, three ok soldiers stood ready

to-day to stestify-that Abraham Lin-
coln was g;somnpambulist.

“OASIS."

Once, 1 walked a desert path—

The scorching sun made bhlind my eyes
To all the beauty of the world.
When all hope fled I cried aloud

To Him who sees each sparrow fall;
And lo! the cry wae answered: .
Life was changed, was not the same,
For, like a soothiig wind

From distant ‘seas, yYou came,

Then, the world was more than pass-
ing £air, .

. Rochester, Ind

For as you kissed my lips,

Laid caressing hand upon my hair, -

An oasls spread before my view.

What was once a desert waste

Becanie a- garden lit by soft moon-
-beams,

‘And filled with luscious fruits,

‘ I‘iowers of brilliant hues and per-

fumes rare

Now, although you wander far in dis-

tant 1ands,
And I still walk the way of life alone,
‘This glorious pearl ot truth I've
found; :
‘There are no desert paths -
No days of gloom, or eare; 6r-strife,
If Love abides within the heart,
Rules gvery thought, all thy acts,
For love,and that alone, is Life. -
MARGUEBITE L. !WILLER.

1and -acted,;

AttornexQuinn O'Brien, who Is de-

fending Fieemgn, and contends that |

the prisoney, wawiwalking in his sleep
when he breke into ihe'saloon of Fred

| Folger, 4001, Atmour avenue, declared

that Lincqln, Juliis Caesar, and other
ilustrious ren <were sleep-walkers,
rangely while in a som-
nambulistje state.:

None of the three soldlers was
placed on the pgtand,. Attorney O'Brien
informing them :that the testimony
was all in_and it would not be neces-
sary to call them. -One of-them, John

| Clark, told the attorney that they were

willing to swear that Lincoln was 2
victim of epilepsy and that he sui-
fered from frequent fits.

They also said that Lincoln wag un-

consclons for davs'at & time after stch

attacks. Closing arguments by coun-

- selon both nides occupled the day.

RIGHT,
Det,p "(‘lxou' h

Iu ;yom‘ 1ﬁs‘ue of Mul' 28, thele ap-
peurs an article by L. Aldrin, asking
for “Light, More Light.” Foy the last
thirty years l. have investigated all
the phenomeny of nature and their re-
lation® tor each: qthér and upon life,
their causes and effects, and I find the
following to be the relation of things
as teptified to by nature iu ali her de-
partments: - . i

This is & progressiye uniwerse We
JKnow by experience ihat humanity on
this earth 18 progiessive, we know that
all life-forms are progressive, and as

MORI‘ LIGHT,”
; V( ry 1)0('1) .Subject

1 a part we ¢annot progress without the

whole, the earth, the solar system and

-the whole unlve:tse‘must be likewise"

'progresaive This one fact, which I
consider lncontrovexttble, settles at
once:and for all time all questions and
speculations and arguments in regard
to any “eternal”’ condition or entity.
Therercan be absolutely no ‘‘eternal”-

‘belng. or: eptity oy, condition. in con-

nection. with -a- progresslve universe,

{ For progression is aceomplished by

slow and gradual steps of advance-.
ment; :and :if ‘we. deduct - mentally, or
retrace all -the. steps of progression
which,an entity,.a human being, a bu-
man soul, & planet, 3 sun, or a uni-

verse, has gone through, then we shall
aliimately arvive at a time and place
just previous to the first step, the first
experience as such an entity, as a hu-
man being, ag. & human soul, as a
.planet, as a sun, or as a universe, and
that was the beginning of that entity
as an entity, of the human belng as a
human being, of the human soul as a
human soul, of the planet as a planet,
of the sun as a sun, of the universe
assa -unjverse; and previous to this
first step of.advancement on any plane,
the entity in question did not exist as
such, but as parts, developed in and
collected by and evolved out of the
plane just one step below.

If ‘we, therefore, retrace the pro-
gressive history of the Godhead of this
uaiverse, we shall inevitably arrive at
a time when that Godhead was merely
a human soul; if we retrace the his-
tory of the human soul, we shall ar-
rive at a time when it was not one
soul,’ but a large number of animal
souls, collected together by slow de-
grees, soul for soul and faculty after
faculty being added, and are still be-
ing added for its advancement. .

1t we retrace-all the histories of the
animal souls, we sghall arrive at a time
when each animal soul was merely a
collsction of a large number of veg-
etable souls or life centers. And if
we ratrace the history of each vegeta-
ble soul we shall arrive at a time
when it was merely a collection of
soul or life centers derived from the
mineral or crystalline kingdom. And
ultimately we shall find that we shall
have to admit that all soul or life cen-
ters are composed of atoms, soul
atems, of -course, but atoms neverthe-
less, atoms so highly refined and with
such intensity of axial rotation that
they far outshine in brilliance the
noon-day sun, but aloms just the
same. -

These atoms were evolved by slow
and laborious processes from the la-
boratory of nature, including the
whole physical and spiritual universes,
step Ly step and process after process.
Every atom must go through all the
various experiences of the different
states of matter—the flery, the solid,
the powdery, the crystalline, the -
quid, the vapory, and the gascous,
first on a sun, then on a planet, and
then on a satellite. First on the phys-
fcal, and afterwards on all the spir-
itual plapes, one after another.
Finer, finer, always finer grind the
mills of the universe, and the finer
the atom the higher its velocity of
motion, until when finally it graduates
from tl)e highest. spiritual plane as
the most highly refined atomic com-
bination of that plane, it enters the
universal soul-sphere as a soul or life-
center, and is then sent out into the
physteal universe for embodiment in
crystalline form, the lowest form of
lite {n the universe.

Thig then is its beginning as a soul
or life-center, and previous to which
time it was not a soul-center hut only
a most highly refined spiritual mole
cule. What is true of souls is also
true of atoms. Each single ultimate
atom, being progressive in its nature,
must also bave had a beginning to its
cxistence as such, and previous to its
existence as an atom it must have ex-
isted as parts on a lower plane of be-
fng. And that lower plane is the
plane | of undifferentiated homo-
gencous and unparticled substance,’
which, for want of a better lerm, we
may call ‘‘ether,” The other factor
or part, which is required to produce
atoms {rom_ether is force, or energy.
these two when combined produce cen-
ters.- of motion, called atoms. Each
such center stands alone and must
gather up {ts own .collection of ex-
periences under all conditions and
And as all knowledge
is the the result of experience, all wis-
dom and intelligence s the result of

knowledge. There can be, therefore,no .

knowledge, wisdom or intelligence
aside from individual entities and {n-
dividual experiences. And as all entl-
ties must have had a beginning to
thelr existence and are therefore
finite, there can be no infinite intelli-
wisdom, or {Infinite
love; all these qualities can ouly be

found in conmection with individual

entities.

I maintain that these conclusions
are inevitable, logical and {ncontro-
vertible, and in harmony with all the
fa¢ts and’ phenomena of nature.

HERMANN FASCHER.

San Diego, Cal.

-Ae Remarkable Case.

‘A remarkable case of a somnambu-
1ist who can work and write in the
‘darkness I8 told by Dr. James Russell,
assistant physician to the Blrmlngham
(England) general hospital. The case
came under his notice tn July, 1907,
when a girl, aged 21, was sent to the
hospltal complaining of sleep-walking.
She was a typist, a teacher and 2
student of mausic:  Both her parents
were dead. .In  her sleep-walking
perlods she writes letters -and post
cards in German, does crochet work,
reads a book angd studies harmony.
She does all this in absolute darkness, |
If there is a faint glimmer from the’|
gas she takes her work away to the
darhest corner of the room. After a
few hours she goes back to
bed and beats her head against
the bedstead or with her
bhands. Her eyes have been exam-
ined, but the doctors have been nna-
ble to find out why she can read and

write ju the darkness, while In her-

normal condition -t is {mpossible {or

her to dn Ba .

. Funk

SOMFTHIN(: ABOU’].‘ (;RLLI)B.

With Considerable “Bpl,w" IS’,N lm.ab-
ing the bumc, T :

To the Editor: Noting a ‘communl-
cation in your issue of Mar, 14 from
G, Major Taber, I am led;tp say’ ‘that
while I have about the spié feeling
toward thié. word ‘“religion’" that. he
has expressed, yet I am sometimes in
doubt as to whether hig posltion 18 the
proper one,

The fact that: rellglons of: the: paat
have been engines of" oppresslon and
persecution does; i ot argye that the
Beléglons of the futire muﬂt e equally

a

A creed is simply a statemengsof

belief; it may be a good-belief or a
bad belief. Unfortunately the ‘creeds
of the past have'béen more or less of
Lhe latter class, or if not bad, at best-
falge. A statement of a Spllltuallst'
belief need not be open. to the 'same
criticiem.
+ Of course of we try to embody all
the persona) ideds of each individual,
or try to mest the expectdtions of all
classes of religionists, and declare our-
selves on subjects on which nelther
they or ourgelves know anything, théen
we -wil] make 4 méss of it, and have
a creed that only represents us “in
spots.” TFor instance, many Spiritual-
ists believe in a personal God; I do
not, and I do not see any reasong why
we should go on record on the God
question, because our orthodox friends
consgider it necessary.” We are not
making our creed for them, but for
our selves, Many Spiritualists do be-
live in & God; that is their own per-
sonal husiness. Many of them believe
in a protective tariff, but that i{s no
reason why we should embody that
hellef in our statement of bellefs,

Some will say ‘“‘the world (Mother
Grundy) will expect us to declare our-
selves on the ‘“God question.” Well,
let them expect; they are not paylng
our hall rent, and we need not form
our creed to meet thelr approval.

All Spiritualists believe in a con-
tinuity of life. All believe in com-
munication between the seen and the
unseen worlds. All, I think, believe
in progress, growth, on the other side
of life. All believe in honesty, de-
cency, and the common sense moral-
ity, that works for the happiness and
elevation, morally and physically, of
the human race.

These few statements and such
other unguestioned beliefs of the
whole body of Spiritualists, make a
good enough creed for anybody.

What Is the use of dragging in the
*“Great Holy Smoke,” the marriage
and divorce questions, and such other
subjects on which we either must dif-
fer or know nothing at all about.

1 believe in a creed, a Spiritualist
“gtatement of belief.” 1 belleve in a
Spiritualist church, and in such meth-
ods of organization and propagation
(compatible with our belief) as have
been been found successful in other
churches. .

This does not mean we should
blindly and slavishly follow their ex-
ample in anything. I do not believe in
prayer In public. . It is largely in-
sincere and of doubtful utility.

If we pray to God, we are address-
ing an alleged being of whom we
know nothing. If we are praying to
the spirits we are praying to human
beings just ke ourselves,.and what's
the use? Why preserve a ceremony
that has no meaning?

Don't try to force our:
idiosyncrasies on every other man
who believes in part only as we do,
keeping in mind these two points, that
we are forming a creed that embodies
the essential Deliefs of Spiritualists,
and not trying to go on record on all
subjects that engross the public mind.

1 lately got a good friend of mine
in a Western city to attend a Spirit-
nalist meeting. He Is interested, in-
telligent, aggressive, loyal, truthful,
and everything that should make a

good Spiritualist. The messages in-
(elested him. The elocutionary ef-
forts of one of our Whitewater friends
pleased him, but when the “medfum”

rolled up her eyes and addressed the
“Great Storm Cloud,” he quit. And
he would be worth a dozen or a hun-
dred of the weak-kneed jelly fish who
are afraid some one will think they
are "Infidels.”

Well, the grealest men of all the
ages were “‘Infidels,” and T am highty
proud to say that I am, too.

W. 0. PURVIS.

Jamestown, N. D. .

Good Report from Jackson, Mich.

1 hope the friends of the Jackson
Association of Progressive Bpiritual-
ists will excuse us for not reporting
before, but the truth is, we have bheen
having such good meetings with such
an array of talent that we were almost
swallowed up with our own zeal and
enthusiasm. Commencing Feb. 16,
Mrs. Abbie Sheets of Grand Ledge,
gave us an intellectual treat, rervmg
our society two Sundays.

Mar. 1 and 8§ rolled by with Mrs.
Elizabeth Bchauss of Toledo at the
helm, dispensing both Spiritualism
and humanitarianism 'in her usual
pleasing manner.

Next, Mrs. Amanda Coffman of
Grand Rapids, who gave us four mect-
ings during her ten days’ stay, closing
Mar. 22. She is quite original, and has
a faculty of creating Interest in a so- !

clety by her lectures and messages, !
‘which are of the very best quality.

On Mar, 29 Frank T. Rlpley began a
five weeks' engagemeént with us.
hall was filled Sunday evening, and it
is safe to predict that it will continue
during the stay of our old veteran
Spiritualist, as every one Is pleased.
Qur prospects are brighter than
ever; our ladies (the Sunflower Club)
have been working hard, getting up'
Saturday evening suppers, which were |
a great success, and we are taking in
new members right along. We are
about to start a Temple fund, and 1if
we can locate that philanthropist
within our boundaries, which we
know lives here (if we can only find
him) to start us off with an hnudred
or more, it will make it all the sooner.
We have just one grievance, and that |
lfes with the State Board and Associa-
tion to settle, and If they want to
ignore us, on a just and legal .ues:
tion, the most it tan injure us will
be our feelings, as we are regitlarly in-
corporated in both state ‘and county
AL B[R’DSALL
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"STCCESS AND- Hupmnss. and

How to Attain Them... By B. F.
Austin. New Thought Lessons:
Beautifully printed and bound in
cloth. . Helpful in every-way., . Price
50 cents.

“The Widow's ’ﬂitc and Other Psv-(

chic Phenomena.”
Price $2.00.

By Rev. L. K.

personal’

"Our |

Yot Us Send You, to Tuy ¥REN, &

Dollar's Worth of the Great
'_ Mlchlgnu External Remedy
- That - Is Curing
Thousands . . |

JyS’I‘ SDND US YOUR ADDREB

Wc lmve “found a quick and‘pos '

.tlve cure for Rheumatism-.withou

drugs, . We are proving this -fadt
day in and day out by thousands
cures, including old chronic cases ¢

30 and 40 years' suffering trom thlq'

cruel torture,

We know this to be true, and:'

stand ready to prove it to any-man,

woman or "child who suffers with .
-Rheumatism of any kind, chronie or -

acute, Musculay, Sciatic,
Gout, etc,, no matter where located

-or how severe,

Just send us your name and ad-
dress.

cure that we gladly send them to any«
body Free to Try, and wait for our
pay until the work is dome. You'll
get a $1 pair of Drafts by return mall,
prepaid. After a thorough trial, it

Lumbago,.

The Great Michigan Cure,
Magic Foot Drafts, are go sure to.

you are fully satisfied with the bene« ’

fit received, send us One Dollar, If
not, they cost you nothing. Yon de-
cide and we take your word. You
can see that we couldn’t make such
an offer if the Drafts were not a
genuine cure.. Address, Mugic Fpot
Draft Co., X013 Oliver Bldg., Jack&
son, Mich. Send no money, but wri
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The above s the number of the
present  issue of The Progressive
Thinker, as printed at the top of the
first page, right hand corner. If this
number corresponds with the figures
on your wrapper, then the time you
have paid for has expired, and you are

requested to renew your subseription, -

Thig number at the right hand corner
of the first page is advanced each
week, showing the number of Pro-
gressive Thinkers issued up to date.
Keep watch of the number on the tag
of your wrapper.

* THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL,

Seriea one, two and three. By Lillan Whit
Threo choice volumaes, each com; lote in iuo
tn which spirftuality is related to .varyday life
in such a way as to m;ke the world beautiful

Price. 01.00 each,

Forog and Matter

profound wor)
Ject. Prlce cloth, 81.00.

By Ludwi ueoh.
ner. A c raua
upon a profound sub-

I &gt sn s

8Y CARRIE E. 8, TWING,
Her Gedioatory lines arp suffieient to show
the spirit of the k as well as the authoy, It
reads, “'Becauss my own children are all nnder
'.he tender care of the angols, and my heartis'
lor the love of the young, I most lovl.ng
Lo this book to “the ohuaron of the
orld. 'tbls book is full of sou) elevating and

t&:‘eagmg thought. Price, cloth, 81. For shle
foe.

In Tune with the Infinite

By Ralph Waldo Trine.
Within yoursolf iiea the caure of whatever eniors
fnto your lifs. TO come {ntothe full reallsationof
your own awakened interior powers, is to be abicto

condition your 1ife {n exact sccord with what you |

would bave {t.—From Title-Page.
CONTENTS-—I. Prelude; 11. The & i)reme Factof
me Universo; 11I. The Bupremo Fact of Human Life;
. Fullness of Lifo—Bod{ly Health and Vl&or- \L
Tho 8ecret, Power and Kffect of Love; VI a0l
and Interior liJumination; VII. The Realizationof*
Perfoect Poace; V11 Comin
lx. Plan)! of All Things—-The Law of Prolperll.y;,
en Have Become Prophels, Scera, an
md Baviors; X1, The Basic Principle of All Rcllg anb
~The Universal Religton: XI1I. Entering Now ¢
the Realization of the Highest Riclies. Kor ulnl
thisofica, Price, postpxid, 41.25

6 Je u”) Contaluing chapters on Or-;

§ igin and History of the Jus.
ulfs; Prlnc ples and Atmof the 20mp~mv-ir
s of tho Jesuits: Con. -

esus, .Immoral ’l‘emhlni
Fulnmn of the Jos-

demnation of the Order;

gm{ Bull'i‘wt P;pe Clement X
aclety; The Jesults' Fstates Act; an:

of valunble in!ormuhm Hy B, )~ A:x‘?&x?dx

M., B. D. Prico 15

" FIFTY VEARS

CHURCHROME,

A Remarkable Book.

This 15 a remarkable work by Farner Corx. ov.
It exposes evon to the minutest devlls the wrrupllnn
that exists in the Ghurch of Rome It fs & work ot 532
pages, and should be read as o mtter of history by
every Bplritualist.

Price $2.25.

“ T 1dentifed as the
DO OH\UB 0 Uaﬂa Christian Jesus, A
wonderful communication, (-xplnimm, how his
1ife and teachings were utilized to formulate
Christianity. Price 15 cents.

ORIGIN OF LIFE

end How the Bpir't Body Grows, By M. B‘uﬂq
Price. 10c. For sale at this office !

Gérms of Mmd m Plants

By R. 4. I'rance, Translated by A, u,
simons.—Cloth, Ulustrated,
50 Cents.

A cardinal point in the phuoso;)m\-

cal systems favored .by the ruling’
clasges {3 that the mind of man s
something unique in the wuniverse,
governed by laws of its own that have
po particular conpection with physi-
¢al lJaws. Modern science has proved
that not oely animals, but also plants
recelve impressions [rom the ontside
world and usc data thus obtalned tp
modity their riovements for their own
advantage, exactly as human beings
do. These facts ure told in this Yook .
fn so charming ana entertaining . a;
gtyle that the reader I8 carried along
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Curtivation ¢f Personal N«O"etlam

A treatine on Humn alture. Py Liétoy Beps
rier, an ?o logist a:m author. A very swr
lm‘va wnd netructive boak:  Price 8100

An adcress.delivared dafor: tsaChicags Vego-
tarlnn ‘ociety By J.How.,rd Hoore tea.

The De\:e opmesii of the Smrlt
_After Transition. Dy the lata M. Pacadar. The
erigin of raligions, &nd tholr Wbdence uncn the
memnl developmun' of the hrmanrece. o rlm.
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