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‘AN ENTIRELY NEW DEAL,

The POSTAGE on papers has been
Increased to all the British posses-
gions on this continent. On a single
paper we are compelled to pay ONE
OENT each week, amounting to 52
cents a year, whereas previonsly we
only paid the pound ratées—a mere
trifie. Hence, to all the British pos-
gesslons on this continent the paper
hereafter wﬂl be $1.50 per year,

An Absolute Colloguy.

Dr. Brown, author of “The Teach-
ings of Jesus,” writes:

“Durlng the last week the zealous

‘friend = who tlought the pamphlet
bearing the above tille is ‘the awful-
{st booklet ever written,’ called on me,
pnd during a pleasant conversation
ghanged tHe subject and inquired:

“ Do ydu still entertain the same

fews you expressed in your ‘Teach-
Yngs of Jesus ?'

“ ‘Most certalnly I do, and were I
to re-write it now I would strengthen
every point made, and cite many other

bjectionable features I neglected to
glentlon in either of the three edi-
tions now published.’

. ‘Doctor, I used to think a great
deal of you, but you have fallen oft
one hundred per cent since I read that
pamphlet, and because of it.’

“+Yeg, because of my thoughtful
reading I have reached 'a - different
opinion from you, T have depreciated

* alarmingly in character.. Fortunately
the world’s ablest thinkers nnd schol-

ars are with me.’

" ‘How does it happen we have not
#s learned men in the church as there
are outside of {t?’

“ ‘Because they are tied down to a
creed in infancy and youth, and are
falsely instructed. The church does
pot allow its members to read the
great®discoveries scholars have made
in regard to Christian origins, Your
gcholars who chance to make the
game discoveries liberal thinkers have
made, you close your pulpits against
them, you assail their reputations,
and a few centuries ago you burned
them at the stake,”

‘“ ‘That was the work of Catholics.’

“Protestantism is a daughter - of
Catholicism. It {nherits the errors,
and many of the vices of the parent.
Had there been no mother church,
with its ¢rimes and . cruelty, there
would have been no- daughter. The
creed of Catholicism, in every essen-
tinl feature, is identical with that of
every Protestant sect. Their old
clothes are a snug fit for the needy
youngling. Their Inquisition and sale
of indulgences, to which the Reform-
ers took exceptions, reappear in other
forms of Intolerance. And, see here,

~ @o you not know you inherit with
your faith all the supposed benefits

-~ Cathollcism derived from its brutal
fty and violence? Those crimes
against nature were indispensable to
compel bellet in an angry God and a
flaming hell. Nothing less than the
torture chamber could have wnade’
guch a horrible belief possible.’

“ ‘Excuse me, I dognot desire to
gontinue the conversation.

"~ *““You introduced it and tirs with
the facts presented.

** ‘Good-day, Dottor.’ )

“ ‘Good day, my good friend, and

-awhen you want additional facts,
" please call.'” ) '

Remit by Post Office Money Order,‘

| Moses he would make of Israel,

The Alt.onement. |

What is mennt by the term atone-,
ment, gs taught by 'Christians, and
whence the origin? inquires#in earn-
est investigator of religlous creeds
and faiths. In a broad sense if is ap-
plied to one who intervenes betwegn
parties at variance to creale harmony
between them; to make peace where
was strife or war. Theologically 1t
is represented man was made perfect
by God, but disobeyed his commands,
therefore incurred the dlspleasure of
the Infinite, to legnm which it became
necessary to plucate him by some
kindly offering. Aaron acting as high-
priest under Moses when the flesing
Jews rebelled against authgriti,, of-
fered a bullock fn sacrifice to God as
e 8in 9ﬂer1ng. The. animal wasy
roasted on a fire. - The incense went
up in a cloud to heayen of which Je-
hovnh was. supposed to’ partaks, while
the baked flesh was consumied by the
| priesta. .

Then, to placete Azazel otherwlse
Satan, see Leviticus 16:10, a second
goat is brought forward; -Aaron lays
bis hands on the goat, confesses over
him the jniguities, transgressiong and
sins of the people, puts them—the
sins—on the goat/s head, and gives
him to & man to take away into the
wllderness. ot
- This whole method of gettlng rid
of sin, and bearing-it away into the
desert, like nearly every other sacred
rite- among the Jews, was borrowed,
according to church historians, from
BEgypt, But without regard to the 4
source of sacrifices among .this na-
tion of priests; as Jehovah promised
it
continued a practice among them dur-
ing all their history, devoting by way
of sacrifice, kids, goats] lambs, bul-’
locks, doves, Infaiits, and, on great oc-
casions, adults to God to appease his
terrible wrath.

Chrlstlfms, when they came on the
stage, claim Jesus, the son of God,
was offered as a final sacrifice to the
Father, as atonement for the .sins of
all the world, conditioned, they ac-
cept the offering, and believe he pald
the universal debt. But note: Chris-
tians coild not disregard the demand
of God for =a bloody sacrlﬂce, nor
abandon the right of the people to
teast on the bloody remains, so a fie-
tion was Invented. Transubstantia-
tion took the place of ‘the real body
and blood of Jesus. By the wonder-
ful power of prayer and blessings
bread was transformed into the body,
and wine into the blood of Jesus, so
cannibalistic " feasts are held in the
church, and communicants partake of
this factitious body and blood of Jesus
a8 the real thing; while in Catholis
practice the priest swings his censer
filled with burning coals and incense,
which rise in clouds of smoke to God,
and is supposed to be amoccepted by
him as evidence that the accompany-
ing prayer is welcomed, and the peti-
tion meets his approval.

But sacrifices to the Jewish God,
the Sun, to placate his anger, Were
not limited to Jews and Christians,
the latter claiming Jesus was the last
sacrifice which was acceptable to his
divine majesty. Such sacrifices, on
the contrary, were common to all the
anclent natlons; and in times of great
calamities, when it was supposged In-
finite wrath could not be stayed by of-
ferings of doves, lambs, heifers and
bullocks, the innocent and most loved,
the first born of humanity, were
roasted on the sacrificial altar, as
Abraham was about to do by Isaac,
And Jephthah made a burnt offering
of his daughter, because the Lord
made him victor in subduing twenty
cities. Judges 11:89, says, “It was
g custom in Israel,” and we have an
abundant authority that such state-
ment was true. Instead of limiting
the eating of the victim to priests,
the aroma ascending to feast the
Lord, the Christians have enlarged
the participants in such feasts, so by
a miracle incited Dy prayer, the body
and.blood of the dear Jesus are infl-
nitely magnified until every believer
for ali time can have a taste of that
flesh and blood. ’

Spiritualists in organizing churches,
and a species of priesthood, claiming
to_be Christian Spiritualists, to be

faithful. to their creed, should feast |

on the body and blood of thelr 8ac0-~
rificed Savior.

Ovid, that celebrated Roman poet.,
ridiculed the idea of people teastlng
on their God. Sald he: -

“When thou thyself art gullty, why
should a victim die for thee? What
folly  to expect "malvation’ from the
death of another.”

And that other old heathen philosa-

pher, Glcero, made mirth of people '

who eat their God.

“QOur own Washlngton declined to ba
a partlclpant fn such caunlbs.llstlc
feasts,: and withdrew from™ tho
church on snch testal occazlons. T

~

e

(I An Imaginary Temple, :
. Dr. Mag@liouth, in his scholarly
‘work on “Cattg, Jertsalem-and: Dd-
- mascus,” fn telling his story of: Jern-
. -afem, .does’ hot: aceept the Blhuc:n
L ,verslon of much that passes for: his-
tory. He says In Solomons timne, the
clty ot Jerusalem, with all its glory,
“was probably . largely a collection of
wooden huts.” ’
-fhere 18 00 human probabi]lty that
the magnificent temple which Solo-
mon is credited with having bulit to
the Lord; and dedicated .to, him, I
Wings 8:9,-in these words, *I have.

CN

Sure!y hullt thee a homs todlweli ‘tn, .

toreveg," over existed. Years. of anx:
dops:; wiahors: have ‘been spént exploritg’

the base of every wall'in Jerusalem,

save that'under the-court- of‘Omar,

and not'a vestige, or & hint of such &

temple was found. It was the actlve

imaglnation. - of tho ingpired writer

who gave Solomon such “wondrous

wedlth, wlth 700 wlves and 300 con-

cubmes, and saw that gorgeous stmc-

ture, «which if - real, as " described,; -
should have been ‘tlassed as ohe of the

world's wondera, :

JLITTLE WINE

‘s settled pla,ce for . thee to ubidle In {°

'L‘he rmu ol the Bnunls

A correapondeut of the Truth Seek-
er, in showing the venal character of
Christiamty in u serles of very lnter-
esting articles, under the subhead of
“Clvilization of the Middle Ages,’’—
the forming stage of Catholicism, in
the opinlon of this writer—relates
some startling facts, which, in copy-
ing a few paragraphs only, we shall
condense as -much us possible to re-
tain the poinis. He suys substan-
tially:

“In consldering the character of the
clvilization of the Middle Ages, the
fact ,must not be lost sight of, that
from church view, that civilization
was, in its entirety, the work of God.
The church authoritatively taught the
natlons of Christendom, and the lat-
ter accepted as a fact, that the Sov-
ereign of the universe was actually
managing all the affairs of the world
through the agency of his priests,
To mgke that pretense plausible, the
priests claimed to be in constant com-
munication with God. Occasionally
credulous Christendom wag made &
confidant of the details of the setret.
Bvery now .and again such persons
.were intox‘med God appeared on
earth to gubmit plans and instrue-
tions, either in’ person, -or through a
deputy;. now . it -was- Christ, then his
mother, -then! Peter - ,or Paul. Soms-
times §t was B sajnt or martyr, or an
angel of high rank, Peter and Mary
being the mast fréquent messengers.’
Pater :was hardly: ever absont from
the elbow of the. church, directing;
Buggesting, and always ratitvlng Wy
assent the deeds and words of his gue-;
cessor. Sometimes, instead af appear-
ing in person, he would dispatch a
letter, or let drop from the skles an
ivory stiatue of himself with the
heavenly lnstructions nelosed within,

“In 'a thotsand ways the church
made known to mankind that it was
running this world for God; that it
had, indefaasible -right to command
to judge. to’ dictate, to correct, to
punjsh and reward every ‘human be-
ing as it deemed fit. It declared all
powers, all dignities, all possessions,
yes, the earth itself and heaven, yea,
hell also, to be at its exclusive dais-
posal. - Satd Gregory VL., addressing
the bishops of the church in council:

- ‘Come, yo fathers and holy pre-
lates, let all the world understand and
know that since ye have power to
bind and loose §n heaven, ye have
power to take away and ‘grant em-
pires, kingdoms, principalities, duch-
esses, marquisates, countesses, and
the possessions.’—Quoted from Mil-
man’s Latin Christianity.

“Such were the clalms of the
church, and the peoples; and the na-
tions of Christendom admitted and
plainly acquieseed in such assump-
tlons, and the civilization of the Mid-
dle Ages was the outcome. Were
these two conditions absent, it is safe
to affirm so preposterous a phenom-
enon would never have taken place.”

It was to pave the way for this ter-
rible usurpation of acts of barbarity
these forgers of sacred literature put
into the mouth of Jesus the declara-
tion, Mat. 16:19:

I will glve unto thee [Peter] the
keys of the kingdom of heaven; and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be'bbund in heaven; and what-
soever thou shalt loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven.”

By the preceding verse it will be
seen ‘this Peter was the rock on which
Jesus was to build his church,
“against which the gates of hell shall
not prevall;” and the people were
kept in ignorance, so far as Catholi-
cism bad power, to make those horri-
ble words effective.

We lmag{ne hearing some dolt of a
Protestant preacher saying: ‘‘Those
words do not mean what they pur-

port; they are not in harmony with
other words of Jesus,’” and thus they
fool themselves, and, if belleved, de-

celve the people to whom they preach.
The Inquisition, with all {ts crimes,
drew {ts Inspiration from the above
quoted text.

e

Bible and Intoxicants vs. Prohibition.

The women, God bless them, are
making efforts in every direction to
dlose the saloons, and all placeg where
intoxicants are sold.- The Progressive
Thinker thanks them in bshalf of its
hundred thousand readers for the
anxiety, toil and thought they ex-
pend in this direction, and it earnestly
hopes success ‘will attend them, and
that the product of the still-worm be
banished from the world. - But they
are met, as was the anti-slavery agl-
tators fifty years ago, with a “Thus
saith the Lord,” repulsing them,
which saloonists quote wwith great
force, sustalning them in their vile
business. ‘ Readl and think: .=

“Thou shalt bestow thy money for
whatever thy soul lasteth after, for
] oxen, ‘or for sheep, or for WINE, .or.
for STRONG.DRINK, or for<whatever
thy goul deslref. "——-Deut 14:26. ~

‘And thén; .

- “lee "STRONG- DRINK unto

that is- ready .to_perish, and ANE
urnto. those “that: bé of. heavy lhearts,
“LET .HIM DRINK and forget his paov-:

erty, ‘and remember “hig’ mlsery o
more."—-Proverbs 31:68, 7. -

8o Paul to his, beloved Timothy: R

“Drink no.longer water, but USB-A’
for-thy. stomach's
sake, and for thlne often lnllrmit!os."
I Tim, 5% 23 ~

But llsten, dear, good earnest sis-
ters. -Paul addresses YOU: -, v~

I SURFER"NOT- A WOMAN 0

3 TEACH, *Bor. to.'surp suthority over

man. hut to be in sllence,"——l Tim,
2:12. . .

“Inspired of God » every word in-
fallible in the Bible from kiver to
kiver,” 'says the deacon. - That book:
is with 'the trnmcker in lntoxicants as
it was with ‘the slaveholders The
Abolitionists found. 1. .impossible to
make any progress towards emancipa-
tlon until-they made open war on the
hook - that sustalned "the sum of ull
vmainles " ‘ :

_‘n‘.‘

Hold your thonghtn, sour mlnd,
your will in- princlple and you wlll
succeed. ——Huling, . - o

] ond[moﬁy BBITEEN Lxrosno _j

He Was Grabbed at Battle Crcek,
Mich,, When Posing as o Material-
‘fzéd Spird and Was Dressed in Arti-
ficill Tdgigery Especially Prepured
fo¥i'the Ut cuslon. Sce Full Account
on Pageds,

D T8

The, “spipits” matepialized in the
cireley, Lield; by My, Britten, are, no
doubty all. of mundane origin.

It §3 un gytablished fact that in the
entivg histpry of Spivitualism in the
United. States whenever the “material-
ized spirit” has been grabbed, the
same hag invariably proved to be the
medium_or a confederate dressed in
artificial togpery,  The extreme rot-
tenness of the great majority of davk
circle seances, held during the last
forty or more years, is enough to
make every honest Spiritualist blush
with shame. There is not bo-day in
our entire ranks a single materializing
medinm ~who will, like Mr, OCharles
Bailey, sit under conditions that will
preclude “ail possibility ot deception,
You grab their “materlalized spirit"

and you:will find it, in ninety-nine

cases out of a hundred, to be of mun-
datie ordgia, and dressed in crude artie
ficial toggefy, A DISGRAOE, BLIGHT,
STENCH: AND UURSE '.['O OUR
OAUSE;

Michigan has been a prollﬂc source
of ‘trouble to the Oausp of Trath,
Poor* Maybce was caught with his
“gaintly” artificial toggery on, angd
consigned to the work-house for
ninety days. Fifty others whom we
could n. ae sliould have been con-,
signied to cells in the same prison, -

" ¥ . rbush, wl;ere is he, endorsed by
thé mediums of Gmnd Rapids as be-
ing “genulne," yet in his whole ca-
reer he never gave a genuine spirit
manifestation.

Thus it is that SPIRITUALISM has
been infested by those who are in no
wise fn tonch ‘with the spirit realms,
and who rely wbolly on legerdemain’
to produce their ‘“spirits’ for the edi-
fication ot un !gnorant, gulllblo pub-
lic.

Beneficial and Practical Results.

One needed and practical beneficial
result the article The Progressive
Thinker is pbllshing, giving the re-
gults ot crltlcal Investigation of the
methods ot claimants of varlous
phases of spgrlt mediumship, will be
this: The readers of The Progressive
Thinker will be educnted go that they
will become s‘kllled sharpceyed, to de-
tect fraud, ﬁpd thus be able to pro-
tect themselyes agalnst imposition,
and at t‘he same time be able to know
and ajd the genuine medium-—which
Is ot lepst as important and needful
as to qgtect and expose those who
pragctice, fraud. and {mposition under
the gulse of mediumship.

We are aware that there are Spir-
ftualists—too many of them,—some
of whom are bright and intelligent in
general—who are much opposed to

the public exposure of fraudulent
methods of persons posing as mes
diums—because, $hey say, it will

“hurt the Cause,” The logic by which
they reach such & conclusion, it seems
to us, it extended to other matters,
would leave any gang of counterfeit-
ers of genuine gold coin and bank
notes free to carry on their business
undisturbed, lest their conviction, ex-
posure and punishment would unset-
tle public faith in the genuine, and
work disaster {n the flnanclal affairs
of our country. '

As to the mediumship of these de-
ceivers of the gullible, it they pos-
sess any medinmship at all, they are
of the. class- whoge cranial organiza-

tion is such that they are defielent In-

moral stamina, end lend themselves
as'willipg tools in the power of Jesuit
spirits, who use them for the nefar-
fous purpose of bringing opprobinm
upon  Spiritualism, to- further ‘the
power and influence of their beloved
Romish church, whose ' mental and
fmmoral infiuence these spirits have
not yet outgrown. Jesuitical spirits
are the inciting cause of much of the
fakery carried on In the name of Spir-
itualism and mediumship. ' It is, in-
deed, a .sorry load, that Spiritualism
has to bear, fastened upon our Cause
by the maleyolence of Jesuit: gpirits,
by means of-their unprincipled dupes,
the fake mediums,
" And yet, strange as it may seem,
there are. Spirituallsts who™ are ever
read§ to crY"
alone--or you will*hurt the Cause! "
‘Let it be notéd agdln; The readers
.of The mxmlve"x‘hxnker wnl pos-
‘sess an ndyamnge over “those who ‘do
-not ‘read it _and: thereby’ tall to post:
themselves ﬂinl,fghe dark ways and
‘methods c& thiose w‘ho practloe to de-
“\ve'f- 2oriC 4 *(~ o
Atutude of] htﬁ‘Prog'resslvc Thinker.
-.No one can mistake the attitude of
The Progsesslx( Thinker. It is edu-
cational ALONG ALL THE ' LINES
that concéfit the welfare of our Cause,
Other pa fs' &lﬁo treat” Spirltunllsts
4s FRESH-BORN - BABIES, that'
should. not hnvc the whole trath, have
died. ) 31 ling The I’rogrcssire
Thinker you know the exact status of
our Cause; & condition that cannot be
obtained from any other source. Read
‘it, or remain in ignorance a¢ to what
is going' on-in our ranks. E :

" Be Kind. to everyhody, but espec-
lslly o the aged, for we are all trav-
‘eling that way very rapidly..

The world:4s rcontinually - growlng
‘better. to all who are honestly trylng
‘to make it better.—-Everett. McNell

*“Hush up—Ilet them.

3 Annws tor an EXOEPTION’.

;Last ‘week we -alleded to the fact.
that we were o\(t_puomﬁly anxious
for an EXCEPTION to that which
had been ‘ﬂrmly established  in our
ranks in’connection with the exposure
of materinlizing mediums ¥or forty
years, - whenever the materinlized
spirit has been grabbed, it has IN-
VARJABLY PROVED to be the me-
dium or a conféderato dreséed in the
GARB OF DECEIPTION. Under these
impressive circumstances, one hus' a
right to suspect those mediums whose
“materialized spirits" have up to da
pot been grubbed! - In other words,
are thelr “materialized spirits” any
more genuine than - those mediume
who have preccded them, and who
have been exposed?

This'is'a questlon which Spirituals
ists in every section of the country
must calinly consider. It a score or
more mnterlallz!ng mediums, one
after another, have proved bogus—-
and- il(ey have—shall we then extend
our suspicion to those who have not
passed through & like ordeal?

For instance, Mr, X, is at the pres-

mate'rlalluﬂon's.' He sits invarinbly
under "his own conditions. Whenever

person approaches the cabinet, the
hands of the visitor are firmly held
in order to prevent any interference
with the “materialized spirit,* grab-
bing jt or interfering with it in any
way whatever, Place Mr. X, under a
mosquito bar and tack the same to
the floor, and await results, You will
probably get none. Place him in a
wire netting from which he cannot
get out, and you will have no muter-
inlization! The inference is that the
only spirits that sppear at X.'s seance
are composed wholly of the medium.
or a confederate. Try the experiment
with him and OTHERS. The time has
time has arrived for action.

The Object Lesson,

The Object Lesson given this week
at Battle Creek, Mich,, and at the
Lily Dale camp last year, is enough to
make every Spiritualist stop for a mo-
ment and consider the exact status of
our Oause.

There is no truth in existence that
excels in importance SPIRIT RE-
TURN. That spirite can and do re-
turn to earth and communicate with
mortals has been established from
THOUSANDS of different sources, un-
til it has-become an ACKNOWL-
EDGED FACT in every nation on this
globe. It is really the most import-
ant factor in existence to-day. It
transcends in importance and real in-
trinsic worth every other truth that
has for its object the reformation of
the world. It is the great value of
Spirit 'Return to humanity that has
led to its imitation py a set of com-
sclenceless tricksters whose only ob-
ject is to gain the “almighty dollar.”
They have bocome so skillful in their
deception that often they succeed in
misleading those who are highly in-
telligent. So great has been the de-
sire for material and methods to de-
ceive the public, that places of busi-
‘ness (mensurably kept a secret) have
been established to supply the de-
mand, and one in particular has been
- doing a lucrative business.

SPIRIT RETURN FULLY PROVED.

An Important Incident in Cennection
With the Life of Carl Schurz
and the Medium,

An extraordinary experience with
a medium is given in the April in-
stallmenl: of the Carl Schurz memoirs

in McClure's.

After recehélng what purported to
-be a message from Schiller, Gen.
Schurz asked that the spirit of Lin-
coln be summoned to tell why Presi-
dent Johmson had called Schurz to
Washington.

“The answer came: ‘He wanls you
to make an fmportant journey for
him,! I asked where that jourrey
would take me. Answer: ‘He will
tell you to-morrow.' I asked further,
whethier I should undertake that jour-
ney.. Answér: ‘Yes, do not fail.'- (I
may add, by the.way, that at that
‘time I had not-the slightest anticipa-
tion as to what President Johnson’s
intnetfon with regard to me was.)

- “Having disposed of this matter, I
asked whether the spirit of Lincoln
‘had n.uythiug more to say to me. The
answer came: ‘YXes, you will be a Sen-
ator -of the "United States.' This
struck me as so fanciful that I could
hardly -suppress a laugh, but I asked
further: ‘From what State?’ Answer:
.%From Missourl.’ This was more pro-

| vokingly mysterious still; but there

_the conversation ceased

© ..%Hardly anything could have been
more improbable at that time than
‘that 1 should be a Senator to the Unit-
éd Suates from the State of Missonri.
‘My domieﬂc was in Wisconsin, and
I was then thinking - of returning
there. - T had never thonght of remov-
ing from Wisconsin to Missourl, and |
there was not the slightest prospect
of my'doing so..

‘But~—to . forestall my narrative
_—tivo years later I was surprised by
an entirely unsought and unexpected
business proposition which took me
to St. Louis, and in January, 1869, tho
Legislatere of Missouri elected me a
Senator:of the United States. I then
‘remembered. the prophecy, inade - to
me at the ‘spirit. seance in the house.
of my friend Txedcrxnnn, in Philndel-

phla L ;

There is 'not the least necessity in
.trying to .prevent -people from think-
ing.
be. stupid or indifferent without any |
external indicements. The hige dead
welght of . estadlished prejudices ° is
amply .sufficient. . We may say thaf
‘free.thinking is notlonly right,.but. a
duty.  A'man, that s, is bound to be
88 reasbndbie. 88’ he can. -—-Slr Lcslio

_§ Stephens

?@ this stage of the contest.

ent time traveling around, giving his’

- They are gulte ready enough to |

OFFICIAL CHIPS.

KFrom a Presidential \\’oi‘kshop.

Already my official correspondence
is Dbringing requests for particulars
about the Brooks Defense Fund.

Late advices from Treasurer Stev-
ens give the amount in his hands for
that purpose as $268, while I presume
some additional sums have been sent
directly to Brother Brooks.

“Has all money needed been col-
lected?” It is impossible to.make
definite answer to that queetlon at
:'We do not
yet know how much the battle will be
prolonged, or where it will end. The
possibilities range all the way from
the dismissal of the caee by the prose-
cution to a final resort to the Supreme
Court of the United States, after the
various courts of Pennsylvania shall
have failed to do us justice.  If the
latter step becomes necessary hun-
dreds of dollars mare will be required.
Spiritualists will be fully advised
through our press of all progress in
the case: Be patient and watchful—
mills of justice have not kept pace
g speed with modern means of loco-
motion, or business, and surplus
funds after the ending ' of Brother
Brooks' defeuse will be tramsferred
to the N. 8. A, Medinms' Defense
Fund for use in the next equally mer-
ftorious case, unless donors direct a
different disposition.

No, it {8 not true that the N. S. A.
has refused aid to our long time and
aged worker, Pro. J. 8. Loveland.
Just after the Executive Committee
had voted a monthly allowance for
his -benefit word came that it was not
needed, hecause of the favorable out-
come of a long pending husiness deal
which will insure him independeuce
and comfort,

It is no unusual thing to receive up-
plcations for aid from friemds of
mediums who have never allied them-
selves in any manner with the N. 8.
A., some of whom have not only been
indifferent, bHut actually hostile, to it.
Our first benefactions ought to _be to
the needy ones of our own household
——the friends of the organization—
and particularly when limited funds
for that purpose compel diserimina-
tion in their dishursement. However
the eonstant desire of the official
board to alleviate the sufferings and
minister to the comtort of individuals,
coupled with the added fact that the
National Association I8 often made
the almoner for ‘relief donations by
individuals who are not themselves
fdeutified with that bLody, that led to
only one positive requirement in the
bestowal of our charities,viz: Satisfac-
tory evidence of the heneficiary’s pres-
ent need and actual worthiness by
previous labors for our Cause.

It is to be hoped that neither per-
sonal dislike of, nor ‘individual prej-
udice against, a needy applicant for
aid will influence anyone to such an
extent that he or she is unable to
make an unbiased report of the nctu-
al necessities in the case under con-
sideration.

There have been fnstances where
the Board has been almost driven to
exasperation in its search for exist-
ing facts in a given case hecause no
two Individuals of the locality agreed
upon the actual circumstances, while
sometimes the same individuals have
been unable to agree with them-
selves in successive reports on the
same matter., Qur outside critics
may sometimes find some of us as
poorly qualified to rightly recognize
real facts in other realms of inquiry,
as in those of phenomena. Patient
investigation, acute observation and
discriminating judgment are valuable
aids.

I would suggest, until the receipt
of later advices, General Delivery,
Portland, Oregon, as the present ad-
dress of Brother IHarrison D. Barrett.
1 cannot at this time answer any dif-
ferently.

A recent visit to Indianapolis leads
me to hint that the next Annual Con-
vention of the N, 8. A. will he more
than pleased by the central location,
ample capacity, beauty of decorations
and all accessory conveniences of the
hal] placed at its disposal, for its ses-
sions. Grand Lodges of both Masons

_{and Odad Fellows have convened there

heretofore. I heard an executive of-
ficer of the Business Men's Associa-
tion of the Capital City of Hoslerdom
congratulate the officers of the Indi-
ana State Spiritualists’ Association
upon their good fertune in securing
such advantageous headquarters for
our National body. There will be fine
hotel accommodations near by
GEO. B. WARNE.
Pres’'t. N. S. A,

“RELIGIONS.”
An Exoellent Proposition.

To the Editor:—At the last session
of the N. 8. A. the assoclation was re-
minded by the Chairman, thus: “This
fs a religious meeting.” That was
a very, important statement, as the
hearers probably did not know it,
as their actions afterwards did not
indicate a religious or prayerful con-
dition, This tryifig to be religious
was like the artist who painted a pic-
ture. After it was completed he
wrote under it' “This is a horse,” as
he wae not sure anyone would know
what animal it was. -

Thus with the N. 8. A. No one
would have known that it was a re-
liglous meeting unless the statement
had been made.

Let us now consider a subject
which is of vital fmportance to all
Spiritualists. That is: To see to f{t
that The Progressive Thinker is sus-
tained by sending in .new names to
‘the subscription list. . 1 sent in 28 new
name & few months ago, and shall
‘gend in one or more every yéar if I
have to pay foreit. In the name of
Spiritualism, I ask every old subscrib-
er to send in one or more new Bub-
serlbers every year. .If we'all do,
behold the result! the’ list-déubled.
How ¢an anyone do.s0 much -with;ao

i:rnth? - ‘
I‘T NOW ' A ..‘.

: DO NOT DELAY- .
or hesitate. “Send in 4 new: name: lf
you- have to psy for it yourself!.

K EDWARD PAGE M D.
Boston, ’Mass

splritual

Much of t.he rellgion tn-day ls only
respect for the religion ot the ’pasL—
Tnvestigator.-

value upon those things to which na-
ture assigned the lowest  place.—
~Seneta,”

little money to ald.the dlltuslomot_

- W@ are.so vhmas to set the Mghest,

il 4, 1008.
P

’].HD GOOD or SPIRI'I‘UALIQM.

As Hlustrated by Howard iu lhc Bos:
ton Sunday Globe, )

New York, Mar. 14.—By Geoxge, .
here we are in the middle of March, t
1908-—on the very threshold, as it }
were, of spring. Great. names have »
been chiseled in marble since 190y
came In, The world has been call il
to mourn the loss of poets, oratghrs,
Journalists, preachers, factors of { va-
rlous names in greaf affafrs, But Jhe
loss 1o the world is a something £ the
world must stand for. With indilvid-
uals, however, it ig very difter
How .many of us have met berea
ment in the domestic circle? .
does rellef come in?
1s the balm? 1 have noticed that nien
and women who give themselves unres.
stralnedly to outward manﬂestutlons
at the moment of bLereavewment ravely 4
.remain in the valley long. The shul-»’
low water bubbles loudest, and the
great depths are dumb. Men very
widely differ fn the sources of consola-
tlon in times of trouble. Some drown.
their sorrows in drink. Some seek re- |

- lef in change -of scene, and time, the

great healer, brings matters to a
even keel as certain as the ssaso;‘rs
roll round, Some find ungueationfed
assuagement in the col‘\solations to e
found in the pages of holy writ. '.l‘hdt
marvelous book is the poem of uni-
versal life; it is a mirror which re-
flects the thoughts, the feelings of
every strain of men. Inspired or not,
its writers were well versed in every
phase of human nature, easily touch-
ing the uppermost round in the lad-
der of exaltation, searching also with
reliable plummet the deepest depths !
of earthly woe. Men and womem
earnest und sincere in their fait
find the balm of gilead in that gre:rt
volume. Such are to be envied, ahnd
many such exist in every land beneath
the sun. Millions go to the su{med
volume with tender thonghts and re-
spectful mien, as children to their
parents, as young girls to their moth-
ers, as believers to the cross.

How subtle the connection. It is
not given us to know anything be-
yond the physical line. What is lite,
what is death, what ir anything exists.
beyond the boundary? The wisest
geientist in history could tell us noth-
ing. Every one of us hasg an imagina-.
tion, and if we will only give it oppor-
tunity and exercige, its wings wij) soon
sphrout, and, ere long, will plume
themselves for the upper and t,he4
purer air. ’

I look with great respect and {ntery!
est upon our Spiritualistie hrethrer}
The time long since pussed aw Y
when common senee gought refuge i{.
ridicule of anything presented soberly
and earnestly by earnest and sim'e;
men and {ruthful women. 11 mat
not {0 me that there are frauds
Spiritualistic circles. There iIs Hraud
everywhere and in everything. . Wo
find fraud in the pulpit, fraud on the
bench, fraud in journalism. Shall we,
therefore, refuse credence to eznnost
preachers, to honest jurors, to suga-
cious and well-meaning journalists?
So I put aside the cheating
clairvoyants and the monkeying
mediums, while 1 look with
yearning scrutiny at the honest
men and truthful women who
tell me their experiences in Spiritual-
fsm, assuring me of the wide horl-, - /
zoned comfort they roceive and -the
full-orbed satisfaction and content-
ment their experiences hring them.
Who can begih to tell the helpfulness
a bereaved husband or wife may have
from the other world, if in that possi-
ble world there Is intelligent life and
actua) communication hetween spirits
of the departed and the activities left
behind?  Mothers whose little ones
were left to them long enough for¢
tendrils to grow and twine, for th
eyes of affection to disecern heautied
of character and charms of develop-
ment, can tell you whether bellef in
the nossibitity of intercommunication
brings balm to thejr brutsed breasts ;‘
or not.

Fathers who have lost sons, uporf
whose strong arms they hoped to le
in later life, can bear testimony to ,
the upliftment given by faith in thig *
same intercommunication. But do
they? Let facts answer the question.
Of course they do. We find not alone
in journalistic organs of Spiritualism,
but from private sources, testimony in
this respect, which must be treated -
serlously, because it is given in evi-
dent good faith. It would i1l become
You or me to accuse the witness of
weak Dbrains, because of matter of"
fact, many of them are persons of su-
perior intelligence. That it is, like
the reading of the seriptures, of great
bepefit to those who thoroughly be-
liéve in it, no sane man will for a
moment doubt. But there are other
sources of consolation to, the bereaved.
After the sharp pang of the blow is
past, there comes a second degree, ag
it were, in which while the grief is
less poignant,
speak in retrospection. We find our-
selves thinking of those who have
gone rather than of ourselves. You
see, we are all selfish. .

Man is born to selfishness as the
sparks to fly upward, and the ﬁxst'
thing we do, the first step we take, 18
in the direction of selfishness which
makes us appreciate our loss and
welgh that which {s taken from us,
looking at ourselves as it were, in a
mirror, shorn of some part of our-
selves. Then comes this other ex-
perience, and we dwell long upon the
character and the friendship, and love-
ableness and the comradicity and the
good qualities of him who has gone.
Little by little other faces obscure the
shadow, other interests supplant the
partnership of long ago and after a
while we find ourselves regarding the
whole procedure as a natural step, a
perfectly-to-be-expected sequence, In

which strange as it may appear we
have no personal lot.
HOWA.RD

ln

“To make war with those who trade
with us, {8 like setting a buli- ~dog
on a customer at the shop door e
‘Thomas Paine, in Crisis. - e

The law imprinted on the heart.s of

all. men is to lave the .membders :of
soclety. as themeelves.—Roman. - _

We Nave, In fact, to make our

‘chofte between sclefice and suffering,

It 1§ only by wisely utilizing the glits
of sclgnce that we have any hope of
maintaining our population- in plen-
ty and comfort. - Sclence, however,

will do this for us if we wlll “only let

her.—Sir John Lubbock.

-1 would rather be a poor man ln a8
gatret with plenty of books-than. a
Hing ¥ho did not love reading -—Ma-
‘(aulay‘

Shun passion; rold the hands ot

thrm sit sﬂl!—and truth is near.
Emerson. -
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