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. - AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

' ‘What If the Influence of the Spirit:

World Should Leave Us? e

In xeadlng The Progressive Thinker:
~ No 887, I heartily agree with our most

'nble Brother Paul McArthur, of - St
Louis, In his conclusions he said he
‘belleved we were standing on  the
tlneshold of a new era, and that we,
weére learning the lessons of life as
never. before. How true it proved at
our recent N. 8. A. convention. Per-
haps it did seem as though too much
‘Hot Alr” was used, and perhaps it did;
not seem pleasant to some to hear that
the work of our various workers
seemed to result in so little that: was'

visible, and that the outcomé of labor,

could not be tabulated 8o as ta show up

- Jarge in the footing of total columns,

But I say, perhaps after all it was
worth something to coiiverse and keep
alive the interests that were already
gained; and that it set me to' thinking,
, what if the interests that are now with
" us, and making for the best that we can
hope for, should die out? What if the
influence of the spirftual world should
lenve us?

, You .know we: had- sermons by-the
score all over the country on “If Christ
should come - to Chicago, New York,
Boston, or some other ecity.”

-Too often it would seem as if the
microbe pessimistic managed to work
its ‘way into the gray matter of some

_preacher's brain, with the result of his,

‘viéw. the city in which he lived was
.. Christless,

“-tChrist . would drop stone dead with
“fright if for once he should come and
“look upon the wrong doings that are
part of the city life. Now, that idea is

. pérfectly false, and just shows what

ool mistakes those preechers some-
imes make.
2 It s altogether wrong o fmply that
. Christ Is aver away from the life of

“ any eity 14 the world, no matter how

bad or how wiocked itd life may be.
.. Da you think that the cities and the
- civilization of this grand country of
ours has been buill up withont the aid,
. presence and sympathy of the angel

T world? . .

Do you think that the sln, gorrow and
- evil which manifest themselves in the
 lives'of men among us, are lving where
- the.eyes of spirit do not follow them in
‘sorrow and grief? If you do, then you
: don’t know the angel world, and your

-, estiniate” of divine In human life 1s al-
“" together a false one. There has never

.bheen_a corner stone of progress and
‘growth laid in any land but the angel

', world ‘were present and rejolced at

everyfpromlse of good that was voiced.
Did ‘not Christ say: “Lo! I shall be
'Mwlth you everywhere until the end of
-ages,” Nay, that does not tell  the
‘whole truth. Christ is more vitally
present more really with us than when
hé walked that old city in the days of
- Pontius Pflate. You know he never was
He pro-

‘"dnced but little effect-in the life of the
) ( city. His spirit was not felt; his mis-

‘slon was not understood, He was. out-
‘#idg. of -the - tholights Anda cti'vlties of
ChibTiown day, but-our clvilization is
brimming full of life and spirits of
“those beyond, whether we write a bus-
Jness letter, or mall a soclal note, :or
cloze a deal in real estate, all is being
influenced, and. the totality of these in-
fliénces are the living effects of Christ
«and others upon the generation.
.7 Think -what- Paul has been to thé
“‘race. Think of Luther, Calvin -and
“Huss, Tyndall and Wesley, -~Béecher,
Brooks and Ruskin, with a soul so
. gentle. Think of men like Lowell, Bm-
- erson, Longfellow, Bryant and Dickens,
Think of Washington and Lincoln, men
 who have been the centel of large cur-
:rents of life; men who have influenced
- legislation in the nation;
have prodficed kinder spirit. in. the
‘world-at- ]arge and when we ask for the
* power Ly  which ‘these men have
~wrought, for the inspiration which im-

J“pelled them so that they turned away

‘from selfish motives, then we ask why
- .they lived as they did, and’ the answer
-"is! This was the influcnce of the spirit
- world over them. Suppose the inspi-
;ration of the spirit world had no such
“homes among men, how much of our
'present day . clvillzetion would have-
‘beer gained? If it had been galngd,
what a different place our great coun-
try. would now_be; sorry to say that be-
cruse we possess them so abundantly,
we 'value them.as lightly as the sun-
shine, the atmosphere and the rain;
but listen! What if thes were all

o7 swept away from us?

Let us stop a minute ard think ‘We
have our laws, our soclal investments,
~our’ schools, our literature, our libra-
“ries, our forms of government, our
personal libertyy our hospitals, dur asy-
lums of refuge—how did aji;.these

*s things come to be? "Why, they gre e

' 'cause the influence of the spiftt has

‘ never been.absent from ‘the’ men~-who
have gone on beforeus, .

‘These. forces are the ~living" Iiofs

books ne sweet inspiring 80! s:suhg,
no. great. and- sattractive pletutés;~and:
art of ahy kind—nothing: refreshjng
-0-the men and-women whose & wére
made_sioble and ‘strong by.the examjle
the “rnan -of -Bacrifice”and ™ efepnal;
love” and. no ‘minlsters -aud -midsghie
earers. with: thefr. message and.-pléa; |
‘no hospital ahd nurses with their inin-]
‘isjry and healing; no divine inﬂuence
“of..glorions " inspiration- which tends- to
blift man and teaehing~—none of these,
thiugs—all are. gone—gll- wiped, - out’
like o line-on a slate with o wet aponge,
Kt would be the result, do youthink,
ereated ag -we.are with faults Jn' husi-
ness: toll, competitian  and  aterial

lg—d -dreary record - of infidélity;

nd' human passlon and -j€élfishness, -
- "Have:you ever thought What' such 8
thin g-might niean? -Would- you-carg: 'to
be in,a ‘world like that? And yet if the’
rices of the spirlt world left us,
what othéer results .would come?
Brethren, let us rally as never he-
!orel "Let 'us be ik ‘'one accord with the
gel. world! «Lét. ys . become mote-
pititual,” 8o as to'be a. credit- to. oyr

ldrious caunde of truthl May our:|- §
‘be

ords- and- deeds of ‘each_ worker. |}

may. the workers of our press’ ba ever:

and:let us 'bo, thankful and appreciate
ithe ‘tdct that we are able to: have at
our-disposal the*“po\er of the_ press,!’
whlch hag done 80 much good. for -the.

men whoj

uflding . of - our’ cauge: and- the -en:

1
lightening of humsnlty, as the
tier than the sword.” R

A CALL TO PRAYER,

For the Ellmiriation of Oppressioh,

Fraud and COmmerclallsm.

To the Editor:—For some weeks
past I have carefully read the contents
of your excellent paper, and have pon-
dered the pros and ‘cons put forth for
public instruction. The practice of
fraud by persons posing as mediums |
tor the immortals, is a terrible thing,
to say the-least, especially when it is
upheld and defended ss genuine in one
place, and- in another shown up in all
its . wickedness. It causes perplexity
in the public mind and still ¢léarer ex-
planations are necessary to show the
world’ where Spiritualism, per se, and
-Spiritualists as well,- stand. I bhave
felt like praying, and wish to call upon
the . great family of readers of The
Progresgive Thinker, to pray also, that
this cloud of cppxession may be lifted
and all {ilinclined ones turn from evil
practices and retrieve their past by
doing good.

Ministering angels welk the earth by
millions, their object being to scatter
knowledge and wisdom. that  are . to
serve as healing balm-for the many. ills
from- whith humanity ;suffers, and to
teach as far as possible, the import of
eternal life-to all people.

“Who ever heard of soul culture prlor,
to the advent of Modern Spiritualism?
Since then this cult-has been tanght by
angels who tread earth’s plané and at-
mosphere. - “They- are¢ heaven‘s true
evangels, our burdens help to bear.
They stir men's gouls to action, cause
thought and give reply; it gives a satis-
faction which naught else could well
supply.

It 18 the inborn divinity in the human
breast which when aroused to action
causes the individual to loock aloft con-
fidently and whisper “Father.” Then
letus unite and mingle our prayers
with the angels’ strong desires, that
there may be a pgreat soul awal(ening,
a highdr consciousness of all that per-
tains to unending life, and that all
unfortunates, slaves to wvices, be
touched by the power of truth and puri-
ty, that they bring the desires of the
flesh into subjection to purity and
truth; and do not as now, keep the
soul and spirit in hondage to gratify
their selfish desires.

‘We know that millions of mortels
are touched by ministering angels.
Not all are conscious of this, but they
will be as time passes.

It is a great work the Immortals are
doing, apart from teaching the masses
through speedily attuned subjects, the
truths of immortal life. They apply
their wills and their magnetism to help
this world through its present great
crisls. '

We behold the sub-soil aquiver with
seismic attacks. The cosmic: force
activity iIn the elements and earth por-
tend gréat. upheavals; the waves of |-
perturhing forces may rise high, floods,
fires, wars and disasters may vie with
each other for mastery in their ways
for effects, yet it is all supremely gov-
erped, and only that which the purify-|.
ing works of .this.great ¢iisis Yequires
‘oan take place.. Through it all - the
earth’ and mankind are, being. rajsed
higher to connect with the higher’ vihra-4
tions of progressive life. .

The philosophy of pure Spiritualism
is.s0 beautiful. ~ Grandly it explains the
symmetrical inter-activity of naturé’s
active principles governed by Supréme
Wisdom for purposed results. We be-
hold in the vibratory activities, crea-
tion’s scheme. of co-ordinated, refined,-
and crude substances.. We further be- t
hold that this vibratory inter-activity
constitutes. nature's laboratory through
which- all  refining processes are con-
ducted, - and this through- form-life
mostly By the. indrawn crude " sub-
stance in food, air, etc., and its réfine-
ment’ through body or human dynamo,
bodies, so to say, are merged into souls,
for thus'souls are from ‘seed germs
nurtured and trgnsformed into tangible
entities to be on the immortal side'of
life as the exact counterpart of the mor-
tal form that .has been left behind at
so-cglled death. All this we see “and
wonder that man is so’grandly provided
for, . We further see-as we view the
vibratory working in space and through
all 'life; that this-constitutes the Over-
Soul and God’s loom jn which thought
is woven and exchanged. Through vi-
bratory inter-activity all known and ex-
isting diﬁerentiations have "been - ef-
fected, and tany more which ‘haye not
yet been discovered by man the stu-
dent. .

Itis a delight to behold all this on_
the lines or planes of harmonic action.
Now, another view is presented to me
right here-on the earth plane. HeYe
the mental output and. exchange of
thought eclashes somewhat. The com-
mercial pylse or vibrations are loudest,
, risinig ‘above all else, almost. silencing
_the purér and more gentle vibrations of
‘spiritial import: Everywhere: on this
plane wé beholgd thls,, -and it Is-the long*}:
foretold” commercial ‘age, Wwhen the.
greater portion of eerth s dwellers.have
the mark of the beust,> {Golden . calf
worshiper” upon.their foreheads. That
J§. the .trend of thought, viz..” moneys
To,get-and_to .cirenlate - 1t s the chiel
‘object of all, even those’whose ‘minds.
|-ale to .some’ extent. engrossed Wwith re;

~itgious ‘thought and_effort. . Now, while’

‘i this state, ‘and seeing all . thig, viz.,
_that :the: world’s.‘brain is, ‘chiefly ‘aetu-
“dted commercially. it. solves in-d eas-
ure, commercinl -mediumship- apd medt-
aumistic stratagem as it i, Here shown
.and éoverned by wily spirits who'dom-
iflate thet meédtums on. thoseé levels, by
‘the use of the worldly :force. ¢urrents.-

I'also Veliold' that on all. these dides.
"mortals_are anxious’ seekers after-pure- [
ly ‘selfish_henefits, not after-spiritual;
truths, hénce to- this demsndwn “the
part of. the people comes thls,snpply,

cAn do 80, Therefore Iet \ig ‘pray: Ior

light, -hore light, to-show .all_ thes

ring - ones the true -path; to

hom “MRS,"M.’
Van“Wert Ohlo

'i‘he soul immortal' )

> J'tbroughout- the universe, -

A CONVINCING TEST.

A‘Lovlng Daughter In Splsit Life
Comes- With a Message to Her
,Bersaved Mother.

To the -Bditor:—XKindly allow me to
tell you of my experiences in the field
of Spiritual investigation. 1 wish to
to tel} you of a most convincing test
thut came a few years ago.
~ One of my dearest friends lost her
beautiful daughter of eighteen. Her
death was sudden and her poor mother
almost broken-hearted. They had ‘been’
chums all the girl's life, and I never
knew a mother more devoled than she
had’'been to her girl, her only child, A
few weeks after hex death, my friend |;
wrote me here from her home in lowa,
telling me of her grief, and inclosing
a sealed letter in the one to me. ~Bhe
wrote; “You have faith in spirit return.’
Please take the sealed letter to one of
your mediums and see if you can get
one litile word of greeting from -my,
.Daisy.” "The rest of the letter was
all sorrow and hopelessness, . )

When I received the letter I was-not
able, for varlous reasons, to take itto
& medium at once, and go put it in my
desk with the resolve to take it as soon
as possible. In a day or two after that
an acquaintance came in and asked me
to go with her to see one of the ladles
here: whom we both knew to be a gen-
uing medium, But. on acount of my
workt for that day, I could not accompa-
ny her. I went to my desk and got ‘the
sealed letter from my friend, Mrs. L.,
and asked my other friend, 'Mrs K., to
take it with her and see if’a message
came. But on no account to “break the
seal, and that I would explain to her
when she returned,

She did so, and the medium after
holding the letter in her hands a few
moments, sald: “A sweet youhg girl
comes, rosy, blue-eyed, joyous; looks
to be about 18. Bhe says her mother
wrote this letter from & small town out
of this state, south of it. ‘She wag the
only child. “Her father 18 a paralytic,
and will soon come over to the spirit
side. Her mother's grief is terrible,
but-it will not be so deep when she gets
this" message.”

She gave many otheér particulars as
to her sickness, and spoke of a girl
friend who went only a few months be-:
fore and clogsed with these words:"
“Tell my dear mother that when she:
stood by my coffin and said, ‘That is
not as Daisy would like to have her
dress arrauged about-the neck, and
she stooped over my body and fixed the
lace and flowers about the neck, and in
my hands. Tell her I stood at.her side
and put my arms about her, and tried
1y best to let her know I was not dead,
but Jiving, and well, and my only grief
was that her heart was broken, and I
not able to let her see me)” -

.-I wrote the full account of the medi-
um's words to my f friend, and she wrote,
me that all was as Daisy said, and:
many of the things she had given were-
.in answer to ‘the questions she had
asked in the letter.

1 thouglit this test one of the most
convincing that éver came to me, and
1 wish’ to say-a word. to those who are
seeklng “lght and:proof:” Put your-
gelves In'a receptive mood in your own
quiet homes, get megdages from your|
dear ones, and if you ‘wigh to go to oth-
ers, do not seek those who advertise by
the_column in the Sunday Papers,- like
"“King ‘Solomon,” but go to some-olie
who_makes no great display of wondey-
ful powers, but who is close to the velil,
and can receive the wireless: messages
clearly.

Those who claim to work wonders
by telling you how to gain'the one you
love, by killing .a frog-1n; the "grave-
yerd in the dark of the mdon, ‘burying
it in an ant-hill for a week, wnd then
dissecting it, to find. “the.. wishbone,
which.is to be fastened to the .clothing
-of the one you love. - .

All such things aré of the old super-
stitious times, when' all psychic things
were mysterles, now all is scientific
tl‘lﬁh -

“Turn on the llght ” and let us ﬁnd

t.

You will see that in the above’ test

mind-readlng was -Impossible. i
’ ANNA E.. AYER

The Theological Center of the unlverse.

The. ancient theologians considered
the, earth to be & physical: center of
the universe, and tried to ‘make all men
helieve aécordlngly. That it . I8 .the
theological center of ‘the universe..is
proven by the numerous infaliible dog-
mas which have been given.to a sinful
people.  The- skeptics have, congldered
the earth to be the theogenetic (God-.
generating) center of the upiverse.
That this idea is preposterous is shown
by "the physical. insignificance of the
earth, which ‘even. my ignorance of ‘ag-
tronomy will nof serve to cpneal.” The,|

earth' 18" one ot the* sialler. planets
Wwhich revolve around.the sun. : The
sun, is one of abput 2000 similar suns,
forming a cluster known' as the sun-
cluster., This. cluster 1 viewed " from
.some’ dlstant star, Zwould “appear ag’a
thifit niebulde. ~The forination pud: dis:
solution - of “such &: hebulag in_the i
mensity” “of timé ‘would be no’ more'
ihay the gathering afid dlssolvement’ of
& iittle clotid; in oyr 8Ky ‘The fun.jg-
moving at the rate of'18 miles-a seécond:|:
toward the great star Vega.™ Slrlus {8

and. vastly lerger., Both dre pigmies
compared with "the. ‘greal-:Antdres:
Some: astronomers presume ‘that Alphe

5" over; 8,000,000 milés™in - di-

92,000,000 - miles distant, -Alpha Cen- |
tauri is the nearest fixed-star::- The-
‘seale of -time g as-far above the powexé‘
_['of.thé hunian. intéllect as'is thescale o

| distances.’ "The number of, stars. Vartes

18,000,000 to the ‘present. one, .of

X 1~400 000,000, .- The numbier: of lumlnous
| starg-is: small in compnrlson avith: the

L myriads “of dark ‘stars * which “move
-th¥ough .space, -all in: accordance with
definite’ and unvarying Jaw.

4«.The Jaws of lght; the - elernents of
mstter, and the laws’ which govern -it,-
P fiirnish - the clearest proof of identity
The ‘fhndas

~7| mental 1a¥.of gravitation and the more

klnd to earn’

litt}e less,” to
"famlly hnppier
for: hig-presence; to - rendunce  when
thit. shall’ bo necessary and “not -be
embittered, to keep n few friends; but
these witlhiont ‘capitulation, nbove ‘all,
obl the sime grlm condltion

friends. with: h

“in ‘physical” and chemical Jaw

.- |'técondite lsws of ]ight prevail ever <
to o) where.: :

it -mechanical . relations;. . Thé

'| elemients,"the. samie forces provi

being the Case, organlzed living ngs,”
‘wherever. they 'miay 'exist.- {n" the uni-
verse, are essentially: the same. - That
ig; they ‘must undergo the" same slow,
-painful’ inteliectual development
‘ing im‘{rerfect, they :ave:, thherei

?pursue:i

‘poor, frightened spfi]

two, hundred times-hotter -than’ the SUn:[*
far from us.as"ls the sun, which is only |

‘from’ the; old. estimate of Draper, of ||

| worlds have:ieen leftt ‘perlq

“suécession,: ; Py
lemms in 'which the study of astronomv

CBe-{’

. THE VISION’OF MISB Z.

A Phllosophlcal conslderahon of the
. Matter. .

In- a_former number of The Pro-.
gressive Thinker was an article from
Mr. Bates, of San’ Francisco, concern-
ing a vision of the condition of those

spirits who passed out; dn the San Franp- |

clgco . disaster.

1'was much mtexesied in it at the
tlme, as it recalled. an gxperfence of
my own, and the question arose in my
mind, whetber it could je_the actual
condition in spirit life pt gome of those
unfortunates, or whethgr it was not the
‘result of some occult }aw,ns yet to be
digcovered,. [~

I do not thiil: it ' subject for rldi-
cule, and the article:by P, A. Jensen in
November 17, hit me upon a sensitive
chord,

Mrg. Z’s vision ot the catsstrophe
.was 10 douht real, and illustrates s0me
occult law -which e shall do well to
consider. -

“My own experienoe was somethiug
similar, ‘although upm(:e smller ‘seale,.

I was at that time pn Inmate-for the
first time at.the ‘houge ‘of & friend In
-Ottumwa, Jowa, and: was -assigned a
-small room: openingioff the-dining room,
‘a8 a sleeping apaytment, . .

‘That night in ‘s half waking vision, I
saw an endless prd'ﬁssion of “people
passing. through the reom, . They were
of ‘all ages and. sizes; mome of them
pale and wan as wltlt,Wasting sickness,
some passing carelessly, some casting
upon me agonizéd and anxious faces as
they passed by.

In the morning at the brepkfast teble
I related my strange dream, ag 1 cslled
-it, and was inform? that the room
had been used ag h}aterializlng cab-
inet by Mr. Motit, when ‘he- was_ in Ot
‘tumwa,

Now I am quite enrfain that ‘expert--
ence wds not the cl of any Imagin-
ation upon my part; apil was not aware
that Mott had been:g vigtor at that
house;and certainly; I—}vas not thinking
of him when I retired;for the night.

Neither can 1’ hell‘eve those people,
gome of them dear;Hitle children, are
compelled to pass,ihTough that room,
| night after night, in: e)tdiess procession
as I saw them.. . %

I do not believe they were spirits at
all; it was simply & psgchic  picture
nhtographed upon:the walls and fur-
nlture of that room:'by the earnest de-
sire of those spirite who manltesthd
themselves thati eveni,ng, «called there
by the, presence of $hé medium..

It is the same principle by which all
so-called apparitiong of ‘the dead are
seen.. We cannot believe that the old
man dressed {n wlifte, {g doomed al-
‘ways to sit upon ‘the:;fence near the
spot where he was &illad. ‘Or that the
innocent young lady is always flying
through the roomsAwhere she is seen
with streeming ha! ? and. ghastly face

by the villaih’ 3 toolt- her
earthly life.
But 1t 18 not unreison’&'ﬁTé"‘to 7
pose that the. extreme ~horror-.which

“mut " Have. pobsessed Sher’ :mind, and

and’ the «violent ‘rdge-'0f 'her pursuer,
might have stiimped jthe material, sur-

‘Toundings of the placs ith the picture,

#0 that it shall never fade away. Just
as’’a nsychometrist can rend the past,
higtory of any event, from a fragment’
of réek picked up where it . occurred.

Mr. Jensen says theithe extravagant
languags used -to desct‘lbe the vislon, |
and the conclusions grrived at-about it,
preclude anyone from dealing wlth it
seriously,

Now I do not thinl: so' and I do not
doupt that the psythio picture of that
awful catastrophe, afid« the agony and
-horror of the victimsz in :their_last mo-
ments, will remain. Jpgélibly impressed
upon the rocky paveménts of that city
a8 1ong as time shalitlast, But the
. have long been
vgathered into ‘the iovt g ‘arms’ and hap-
py homes of their owu beloved ones be-
yond the veil. . .ur

So, Brother Bateswand dear Misg Z.,
bless ypur kind, sympethetle spuls, do
nof; worry. longsr oyer thet terrlble
vision,

Only. take your coupege In hand and |
"go forth.to do ‘what: you can for the
1 living.~There are Winistering angels

" | upoit the other side, pvhq will csre for |

_the departed
MRS. S,E MACKLEY
Ferndale, sl - i

——f-—-o#rq———v——
lNVlTATlON ’ ~,

Come when Earth 8 shadows steal o'er

When saddening mis?s dim my eyes,
Dark'is the’ pathwey before me—
1.calk unto thee inéfhle skiés, .

Coge -6omte, come, yeoime, “from your
“home in the’ h evenly blue;
Come, come, Coime;- come Comé while

I'm wsiting tglt' you. e

Come )when lite’s ’*tfduhles are throng-
The Star of Hone“q’imly I see; .
Renched my heart imdeep longing,

- And serids forthi ry unto thee
Come, el:c.— o

l“‘

C'Ome, ete—~ ’

Jome 'when night's #% adows are: talling,

When‘my spitit is- egtiul and°free; - “Ove r the: crl fnes ‘th at

My»heart shalldin

L ncc be calling,
) Sendtug “forkh 'lo

thoughts unto

Yoiir of igladress,; -
When the dawn laughs ©'er'the sea;
hemdroogs in‘sadness:

- And calls _tnd ﬁionmng for theo

Come, ete-

&

»the suns has govemed t: desst one’ {n-
‘habited planet.”. Thig; human ming: thus
-fails t6 "grasp . the: itk “of .worlds

.that. have’ been" and’ gre_fo be in. the

= |'{mimenaity .of “times Ag% eéach . one; of

these ‘worlds. hag heen: popdlated by a
sluful race;.are .we ‘to ave -theg sweet.
‘consolation.-that eath then. ‘has
bad . Saviolr ln. due time? Sadly no;.
the: infallible - dogma» bas- been ‘given

“that- God ‘copélsts . otst’then, Son:and |-

‘holy  Spirit, Who ever'thave: béen’ and.
‘ever Bhall: Thelsid .fact remains.
that ‘either. thege: mil{ions - Binful
‘without.
al-8avior; o thg’ same has. visit-
‘ed them all’ “simultanep

‘Sueh 457

leaves the human mind

| Over the deeds in‘kindness-done, .-

; ‘, Over At swifty the eurtal'

"} dover the gotrow and over-the bllss %
| Over the teardrop;-over-the kiss,™ * - .
Over the hearts w'here bright ﬁames

T

IDEAL ORTHODOX BERMON.

In Which Rellgion Is ,l,)_eﬂned From a
Liberal, Spiitual Standpoint,
by‘Heury F. Cope,

" Work out your own saLvation —
‘Phil. §i:12,

Religion is int t/(ensely individualistic.
It i8 a tree that never .twice assumes
the sume form; nor.does it evén bear
precisely the same fruit: It Is as va-
ried as’humanity, for it . depends  on
each geparate human facétor for it pé-
culiar expresslon. The search for uni-
formity id religion’is a search for: that
which. does, not exist, and ‘the wish,
sometimes éxpresped by individuals, to

have another person’s faith is & wlsh‘

that can never be gratified.

There never yet were two faces'.

precisely alike, for faces are-not madeé
by the many. in a slngle mold;
grow out of life; they aré shaped smd

| seared and {llumined by sensibi]itles,,
" by emotions, by aspirations, and expe-.

viences;,. The face g the story of the
life, pecullai‘ to {tFelf, having no exact
duplicate.. . Yet, with all -the varfa-
tions, there are types of faces, some

that yon would trust, some.that repel,

‘the*face of the. upward life and the
face of the downward trend:

So it §s with religion. It'is not ma-
chine made. - It {s not.a mask laid
upon the man; it i§ not applied from
without; it grows from within. True
religion springs up in the heart; it is
shaped and determined by the experi-
ences, the asplrations, the sources of
the life's ingpirations. Ideally, it is
-the summing up of all the good that
the life -haseltnown; praetically, it is
the. expression in deed and wor'd of
that good.

Growing®out of the ever varying in-
herited qualities, experiences , and
achievements of each life, it is‘ not
only never the same in two individu-
als, it can never be preclsely the same
on successive days in the same person.
It works out into larger being, grows,
and develops,. It will not be the same

in the man as in the oy, nor the same.

in the boy as.fn the girl. Some days
see mighty changes, but, {n the living
soul, every ddy sees Bome,change.

- This fact has distressed some intro-
spective souls; ‘they lament lost relig-
jous convictions, as -a man might la-
ment the boy's oitlook, the boy's en-

thusiasms ‘and star-vaulting ambitions. |
Or they make fruitless efforts to con-

form themselvey spiritually -to the
pattern of sgome other saint, Ideals
are ‘inspirations, not patterus; it is
folly to grieve.it you do not*reproduce
their precise lines and angles.

To test a man’s religion by some
rigid mechanical standard is as fool-
ish as to test his vitality by his height.
Still greater-is the folly of measuring

religion by opinions,- ags though one's.

health could-be determined by his

- views on-thg so-called.canals on Mars.
2{ Raligion.

0Q ; 1y the, life of the soul,
the {nner b"’lng that dgtermines, char-
acter} it. must-be teasured by its vi-
tality, its ‘strength,and purity, and
value to the world.

" The mechanic will probably , con-
tinue with impudent ignorance to in-
vade the realm of the soul; he will
set up his rule of thumb creed or sin-
gle doetrine or virtue or emotion -and
measyre all souls by that.. Perhaps
he is still*in‘80 primitive a condition
"of soul growth that he Imagimes his
crude -standard encompasses all pos-
sible good. Let the man whose heart
18 growing ignore the attempt to meas-
ure the life by the standard of things
or to mpke all lives in one style.

.Let every heart reach after the
best; let every soul live out the good
it finds within;. let every man work
out his own salvation, as he must
work out ‘his own character, his own
self in the world, through the toil and
struggle, through-the joy and blessing.
_Through life’s multiform experiences
we learn to. live; through all * the
strange ways of the soul each one
finds splvation, each, in his own way,
finds the path to the full life.

The'eternal spirit is working in all,
axd-where that: spirit is, there.is 1ib-
erty;~the’ infinite breathes- through
.the individual. Religion first gave to
‘man his great thought of his value
and his right as a soul; it has worked
through the whole leaven of sotléty
until we find the law of liberty every-
where prevailing, men working out
their lives from within and finding
full salvation not in subjection to
Some code of perfect action but in de-
velopment of the things within, under
the impulse ‘of eternal spiritual laws.
, HENRY F. COPE.

. THE CURTAIN FALLS.

Please find ‘2 smail money order that

will help us begin 1907 with the brill-
iant paper we prize so highly—The
- Progressive Thinker. Many kind greet-
ings to friends scattered far and. mnear.
I am an jnvalid, cating for an invalid,
and we much mppreciate lefters of

|,cheer, as " the . curtain is about to fall

upon 19 06.

“Now, at*the end of the flying year,
“Year that tormorrow will 16t be here,
-|"Ovew our frebdom’ over our thralls,”

In the dark and the midnlght the cur-
> tain falls -

blotted and
b}urred, :
Over the WOunds .of the angry word

‘Over. the- battles lost -and: won;
-Over thé gears of our gelf-dexial,

Qver the,.strength that: conduered trlal
Over thé fret, of-our: discontent,. -
Qvyer-the. il that We never: mes.nt
Quietly, surely .the prompter’ ~calls

'e\-li_

Over the crlb% tvhere the vbables gl ¢ 'p.’

N6w. in the-énd of the flying year,
‘Year: that to-morrow. willinot be’ here,
Wisely.and’ tiuly from: statry. walls,
Silently, ‘dow,uward ‘the. ¢urtain’. falls!,"

ARZELIA C; CLAY

Grand Ranlds, Mich. S

People may- outgrow natura gnor-
ance. but’ ignornnce “carefully ;
wvated,” polished, - .propagated,

ult
and

chiled divine truth, ckn rarely be out-:l

‘grown, because it. phralyzes the powe
of growth.——Moncure D.' Conway. -
“The- will’ of man”is by hls reuson

i swayed —Shakspeare; .

!'The . glory of sclence is - that"It 18

fresing the.'soul, breaking, the. mental; Y
.| mnfncles, getting:the brain ~ cut -of
‘| bondage, glving courage. to. thought—-—-

ustlcé

they-

BAILEY, THE WONDERFUL,

Farther Accounts of the Manifestations
Occurrlng Through His Medlum-
ahlp, at Melboume, Australla.

The Spirituallstic seauces at the
offiece of Mr. T. W, Stanford, Melbourae,
were resumed on the return of the me-
dium, Charles Bailey, from his trip to
Europe previously referred to in the
“Sunday Times.”

The results have been just as mysti-
fylng as they, were hefore; but as the
manifestations, on the whole, were in
‘no striking respeet dissimilar to. those
of earlier sittings, they do not call for
any lengthy details, To supply them’
would make this notice appeat like a
repetition of former contrlbutions on
this subject,

Lectures have been given by various
‘spirit controls,” live birds and other
“apports,” have mysteriously appeared
on the table or In the hand of the me-
ditm, and the contention is—as al-
regdy related—that these phenomena
bave been due to spirit agency.

» The object in writing what follows
is to state a fresh fact in connection
‘with this~ matter, namely, that Mr, T
W. Stanford himsélf was absent from
two of the sittings, yet the results were
Just as astonishing as they have been
while he was present. In an earlier re-
port that gentleman was gpecially men-
tioned as having attended every sltting
up to that time, but it-was pointed olit
that there was no likelihood of his
having given any assistance to the
medium in the production of phenom-
ena, as he was a gentleman of means,
who was meeting all the expenses of
these private demonstrations and had
nothing to gain by acting as a “confed-
erate,” as some have suggested. Sen-
timentally he has been exonerated—if
the .term may be used without offence
—~because he has been regarded as an
earunest fnquirer into the mysieries of
occultism, & subject on which he has
spent thousands of pounds in the past
forty years, and is now doing all he
can, with .theé aid of abundant. means,
to help i’orward the general knowl
edge.

But say what we might as to the bon-
afides of the gentleman named, there
are stfll certain doubters to he dealt
with. They say, “But still” this amd “It
might be” that, and urge that the
gpending of large sums of money in the
cause of occult investigation does not
prove anything; and no doubt this is
80. But now that it can be recorded
that two very successful seances have
been held while Mr. Stanford was away
on & holiday trip in New South Wales,
it may be surmised that. the- dnubters
will be willing to acept the statement
that he does not exercise any hypnotic
control over the medium or assist him
in a direct way; at any rate, he could
not do so on the two occasions referred

miies away at both times,

“Naturally the.sitters themselves felt
sQme ‘amount of *doubt that the meet-
-ings woull be as successful with Mr.
Stanford absent as when he was pres-
ent; and they were perfectly entitled
to entertain such fears, foy the reason
that he being the host, asfumes control
of the meetings in a physical sense,
Just as Dr! Whitcomb” “takes charge”
spiritually. Bsxercising general super-
vision in this way, and being .also a
strong magnetic personality, he nec-
esgarily Is a very considerable force
at the meetings. His presence helpsg
“conditions,” and when he is- away it
naturally follows that the “condltlons"
suffer,

However,. there was nothing at the
two meetings—September 7, and 14—
to indicate a weakness in- the “condi-
tions,” for the work went on just the
same. On the first mentioned date a
magnificent address (through Bailey)
was given hy “Professor Denton,” the
subject being “God is a Spirit. " A
beautiful bird, said to be from malay,
was “brought. ” It had a yellow head
and beautiful brown markings on the
body, and was unlike any bird previougw
ly “brought.” There was also placed
on-the tablé a lump of soft clay with
spear heads of flint embedded in it.
The spirit control, “Dr. Whitcomb,”
safd shortly afterwards that this “ap-
port” had come from Central America
from a prehistoric flint arsenal, and
‘that 3000 of these in all gtzes could be
brought if desired:

On Sebtember 14, “Dr. Withrow"
and “Signor Valetti” controlled the
medium, and delivered learned address-
es couched in scholarly language, and
setting forth instructive opinions on
the subjects dealt with. The former
spoke on ‘Conditions,” in the courge-
of which he said: “It has been truly
sald by other speakers that conditions

‘| are necessary for almost everything—

for the produttion of everything 'about
you. To grow corn you must have the
requisite conditions—there ' must be
sofl, moisture, and light and heat; with-
out these- your crops would fsil To
take pictures of the human body with

a-photographic lens you must have the
necessary conditions; how much more
80, then, when dealing with those finer
forces which are round.about you and
of which you know so little?” ..

The “apports” were.a bird, sald to be
a mate-of the one brought the previous
week, spear-heads in clay, and a thango
seed, from’ which at a later seance a
plant ‘was grown by a Yogi “spirit” in
a fey -minutes after it was placed in

-+

Lol Pmcn

Behold how fsst the light—winged mo-

- .* menty fly-— -

ind still. we squander time by hour

nw«andd -

We rﬁach tor things that all heyond us
d o -
In wlnter cry'for blossonis‘ of sweet

2 May. -
Hold -fast the Now, it ls the savlng

- Waod;
That rescues thee trom many a
..seething wave; - s
what you. do;’
strength’ renewed
21l snateh” your teet from bit er‘
Fnilure 8 grnve, !

: goes round, SR S
Mal\e all“the hearts fhou - »canst .
© o bright and gsy-—-

to, for he was six or seven hundred-

a flowerpot filled with ‘ordinary gar-

-{ den soil ——Melbourne Representative of

~ ;the "Sunday Tlmgs

rlght now——-thy X

: issued only. truth, -

THE wonnnnmoron. : '

IS

“Human Eﬂ’orts to Obtuiu : Divine
Favoys.” o -,,

Rellgion 18 derived from the Latin
word Ligo, Yo bind, prefixed with re,
the two meaning rebound, bound over
& ‘second time, to make doubly sure
that they canbot posaibly struggle
loose from thelr Impending sacrifice,
The word religion is thus detived from
the binding of human sacrifices 'tor
the bloody altars of Jupiter, - :

The word was first used to describe
the religious worship of Pagans, The
origin of the word was certainly omi-
nous of what -was perpetrated after-
wards through Christian fanatics. So
that while the word had"a very unen-
viable applicatior originally, being
representative of the most dreadful
cruelty, yet it may with propriety be
used to signify thé highest and noblest
aspirations of the human soul as exer-
cised in the religlon of Spiritualism,
signifylng ‘Human Efforts to Obtain
Divine Favors” for the benefit of hu-
manity, for we all most surely need
divine favors, to help us endure the
trials of life, especially when our
loved ones are translated to the spirit
world. Then especially it {s that hu-
man efforts are employed to obtain
divine favors. We pray to he favored
with a knowledge of their whepea-
bouts and condition, etc.

The venerable and learned Clement
Smith, Topeka, Kansas, defines relig-
fon as “Hunran efforts to obtain Di-
vine favors.” He asks the readers of
this definition to tuke it to their
chamber and glve it careful thought,
let it be hnalyzed and if possible im-
proved. He invited the correspond-
ents of The Progressive Thinker, Tut-
tle, Loveland, Howe and Hodge, to
comment upon it. I am not aware
that any of the gentlemen have made
any comment upen it.  While I do not
consider myself as able to discuss this
problem as the gentlemen named, (
ask to be permitted to give my views
on the subject.

Mr. Smith wrote™ better than he
thought. If T understand his desire
in rendering such a definition of re-
ligion, he wished to make religion ap-
pear reproachful, sycophantic, and
odious. I confess it does not have
that effect on the writer of this. On
the contrary. I consider his definition
very sultable-and expressive of what
religion is or ought to be.

There are but two ways in which
human efforts can be exercised to ob-
tain Divine favors, namely: by prayer
or conduct. What is divinity, or
what do we mean by divine favars,
Divinity not only signifies a Supreme
Being, but also applies to celestial
spirits. To whom shall we pray for
divine favors? To our spirit friends
who express themselves as not only
willing but anxious to confer Divine .
favors, as has heen demonstrated in
many instances of what might be
called special providences. Take the
well-authenticated case referred to by
Epes Sargent, of Capt. Yount, - the
Californian who dreamed that an emi-
grant party were perishing 200 miles
off in the Carson Valley Pass. He got
up an expedition, sent it out at his
own expense, and rescued the remnant
of a party that had undergone incred-
ible suffering in the snow. Will any
intelligent Splritualist scout ithe the-
ory -that the prayers of the sufferers
attracted spirits who made the mind
of Capt. Yount their instrument for
bringing about their rescue’!

Mr. Wallace relates another strik-
ing case, that of George Muller of
Bristol, who ‘for over forty years de-
pended wholly for his own support
and that of his wonderful charities, on
answers to prayer. He never. askeg
any one directly or indirectly for a
penny, No  subscriptions or - col-
lections were-ever made.  Yet from
1830, when. he married without -any
income whatever, he™ lived and
brought up a family and established
institutions: which increased till over
four thousand orphan children were
educated and In part supported. " Yet
he never took a loaf or any other ar-
ticle, on credit even for a day, . and
during thirty years neither he nor the
hundreds of children dependent upon,
him for their dally food were . ever
without a regular meal, and his one
and only resource was secret prayer..

Thig ought to be accepted as the’re-
sult of “Human effort to obtain divine
favors.””’ -His mediumistic power en-
abled the divine intelligences to work
for-him by influencing others to _send
him money, food and clothes. Mul~
ler’s religion consisted in doing good,
which he was enabled to do by (his)
human efforts to secure divine favors.
= These illustrations seem to indicate
that J. Clement Smith’s definition of:
religion is a very good one. I take it
that being religious is no proof that
‘we believe in the biblical account  of
the creation and fall of man, the God
of Abraham, Tsaac and Jacob, and the
vicarious atonement, etc. A person,
may be very religious and at the same-
time be very immpral and cruel. But
Spiritualism demands that we lead’
virtudus and pure lives. *

T was much surprised at“"Mrs. Claru
Watson, censuring Mr. Wiggin for
lashing the Spiritualists, as she calls
it,"on two occaslons at Lily Dale, for
not leading spiritual lives and for liv-
ing down in the miasmatic swamps in-
stead of on’the mountain tops. I-am
-glad he did lash them if- they needed
‘it; probably the¥ did, if they did not
need it, it would do no harm. :

A true Spiritualist will endeavor to
live in harmony with the exalted prin-
‘cipled~of Spiritualism, which will be
# “dirécting. Influence on the life. and -
behavior. - If he does not, he is simply
~a Spir’ltist and lac 8 spirituality R

H CH ALLAND
. Topeka, Kansas

A .

-
o

Some vlmpose upon tne world that

they believe that which they do not;

more in number, mike them-
ave that they.believe, not -
‘to penetrate into what it {3

-we'have but the Will to do it,
ary moment . will justice he
that very instant't

(ropotkin. < - : .
i Bacred are the lipa. from which has'
Over all"wealth;
above all'station, above: the. noble
the Tobed and-crawned-~rises the:sin-
--ceré man.- .Happy -is ‘the" man", who -
neither paints ‘iior patches, véils nor -
_venoers! Blessed is he who wears
mnsk'——Ingersoll o o

“There. would be mora: uDDln 8

1'the world {f we would -rejoice ‘o

with. others {hstend of- elgil
with,

] tyrants of 1t
e enarth shall bite: the dus —Pater AR
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mnvrmnm DOWNPALL -
F '.I‘KE MODEBN COHURCH,

nst.itut.ion Must. Fall of Its Owy
igbb—-Within itgelf . Was  Been’
Fopagaied. the Discase That Pure

sues It Even Unto Xts Death. .

‘The Rev. Wm, Thurston Brown, in

dress before the Men’s Guild, 8t

?eui's church, Rochester, N, Y., Jan,

7, 1801, deﬁned religion as ““The life
of God within the soul of ‘man,” fol-
+lowed with a brijliant exposition of
the’ dogmatie traditions of the
chyrch,

= A The laws of nature are the laws of

(Fod, gnd nature revere.ies no God

byt the law, Life is in the elements,

-and- death s life to be. Freedom is

progress, and to be interferred with

‘A8 destructive, This s In marked

contradistinction with fhe modern

- ¢Burch. ‘Nature erects no. idols, .and

'has no fales prophets. It lives to die
’ -,’ and live agalin, benutifully arranged in
! pertect order, soctal in {ts nature, In-

woveu, interdependent, unchange-

le. and in the-whole a perfeet oxgan-

#ation, which the genlus of man can
not improve.

-Man being a regult of thnt same
ia.w, tust be amenable td ' the . lew.
which: 8 God. Man, becauge

.~ @isobedience of the law has plunged
- the-race into n sea of troubles, and if
orgisted {n will invite his ewn ulti-
ate destruction, The law was made.
:tor man, not man for the law. You’
. can recognize the law only where it is.
in evidence. This has to do with the,
social conduct of man. “Brothers in
humanrity, whogs blood is red,” are in-|
separably & social unit, from which no
Andividua? can successfully protest for
indepbndence of his kind. )

.~ Man belng the highest.culmination

in-the evolution of animal lfe, hig

wants are many and varled, to which

ature has been a perfect caterer; and

? as_ it so arranged where the process
&} has not been interfered with, that his

Awants can be supplied without the
"%neriﬁc‘e of a single life or life's pleas-

ITeR .

i One by one, in rapid succession, are

- é}ie 1ights of the church asserting their
- od-given rights of free thought and
eech, and to embraee a religion too

b ad to be llmited by traditional
“ch arch creeds and superstitious here-
‘eies To the Rev. Brown, from, his

wh testimony, this beratjon of mind
- from the contamination of church
" ‘ambigultles, to the light and life of*an
“..-evident God, has spoken a peace #t0

-his soul not voiced -by creedism.
<. .“Beyond the  Black Ocean,” by

, Father McGrady, as well as other

writings by him, at once evidences

that the grip of superstition upon the
priesthood has at last been broken.

The Rev. Geo. Clarke Cox, formerly

- rector of the Holy Trinity church,

" Harlem, and now rectof of Calvary

church, Clifton, the richest Episcopal

. chureh in Cincinnati, writes to Bishop

. Vincent, in part, as follows: “I] sym-

““ pathize fully with Dr. Crapsey. . On
the Sunday following his trial I

preached a sermon {n my parish

. ¢church in which I declared I did not

believe in the virgin birth or in the

" holy resurrection of Jesus Christ. 1

. "."have, on many oc¢casions, preached ser-
-mons in which the doctrine of atone-

- ment, as it I8 manifestly set forth In
. the prayer book was questioned on
seriptural as well as logical grounds.

The doctrine of original sin, as set

fofth in the baptismal pffice, 1 have
. strenuously denounced and tried to
- 'disprove.”

Next appears, in bold headlines in
the- daily press, the explosiop of the
~“Hndless Chain Prayer’” hoaX, alleged

» Yavo .emanated from the Rt. Rev.
(?V”ll fam Lawrence, Episcopal Bishop
of Massachusetts, but now strenuousty
"‘denjed by him. On the same date the
. Assocliated Press reports that Spain
follows France in defying the Pope,
saying, ‘“While the government was
desirous of avoiding a breach with
the . Vatican, it had determined to de-
- fend the supremacy,of the State,” and
religlous orderg are made amenable to
" the same laws 'controlling corpora-
" . tions.
“ < Like governments, religions exist
.only by the consent of the governed.
. 'When the people refuse to conform to
the traditions of the church, the insti-
. tution decays, and the world moves
© on, If the church was ever right, it
.- ig right to-day. If it is not right to-
day, it was never right,—and since
..-God is God, and right is. right, the
church evidently was mnever_ right.
- “Right wrongs no man,” and because
.- of this the church has no claim upon

“righteousness, and in this rgspect, the

-church religions are a separate qual-

Lity from the laws of God.

.~ God is eternal, "and His laws ir-

revocable. When those laws are un-

:(derstood they will be found to be as

“unalterable as the laws of sunshine,

‘dnid-heaven will be understandable in

terms of freedom, and to whatever ex-

- tent freedom has forced its issue upon

" the face of the earth, no where in the

.annals of history;can any of the credit

‘Dbe-ascribed to the modern church.

©- If religion is ‘“The life of God in

‘man,” the relation of man to man, and
' man to-God, is suggestive of the social

| organization.of the God life, and we
are.in a position to apply the golden
rule, not in theory but in truth. Con-
ersion can mean nothing more than
consciousness of the life of God in

‘mian, and the universal relationship of

' mian to his brother. Religion is epito-~
mized by the two conceptions of this
rélation, “the fatherhood of God and
the brotherhood of man,” -and the at-

--tempted separation of these two ideas,

-has infected the modern church, even

Lunto its death, and forever divorced

‘righteonsness and the present church

“ethics; whose attitude towatd society,
as a‘whole, indicates’the church to

“concelve of the lové of God and the

"loye of man as two separate qualities,

“If. the soul of man reflects the life of

".God, a8 man, then do we have access

- dirgetly to view the God-life, and in

" like ‘manner is the more directly lov-

-able. - -“Inasmuch as ye have done it

unto oné of the least of these, ye have

. done it unto me.”

7..The point of contact between
- "church religion and the life of man,

“hds-lost-its significance in’'a labyrinth
- - of theological ideas, and has devoutly

. succymbed to the will of dominating

“personal interests. If God is in man,

then: man is God, and a paid priest-

“hood is’not necessary to open the
-~ heavens to your petitlons. If such Is

" -the case, what évidence do they bring
;- of the faithful discharge of their duty.
~Hitherto, for tdo long a time has the
- “clergy- taught, “Obey your masters.”
.- The church of both the North and the
.. Sotith attempted to bolster up the des
" caying- institution, of chattel slavery.
-"They were not few, but many, ‘‘gath-
. <.ered together In the name of the
" .Lord,” but the Lord was evidently|SP

" not in *4heir midst.”” The very divis-

jon -of the church on the slave ques,

tlon, makes the church a questionable
stitution, as the Bible, if it is the

) finalterable plan of salvation, canrot

Pe-nuthority for contradictory ethics. [

@ feudal serf, the captured enemy
of-the barbarous day, the enslaved

.wife, propagated In the same womb

"+ of-her male.masters, are on record as

insgtutions of human servitude, de-

‘rebuke to Bildad.

¢ hig|

‘me @way before the Xmas

appointment, But it was a call

ed by this same. church of the

S ave days ot the South, and worst of
all, thelr persecutions of the rece in
thls- directlon ave "more.fin evidence

to ~-day than ever ‘before in human his-
tory,... .

‘“How hast thou helped him that 18
without power?
arm that has no power?” How hast
thou counseled him that hath no wis-
dom, and how hast thou plentifully
declaved 'the thing that 187" was Job's
In consideration of
the aboveé, how can you, Mr. Church-~
member, say to mankind, “My broth-
er’” when reason teaches that such is
absolute betrayal into the hands of
sinners, and the deceptive character of
the means only magnifles the crimi-
nality of the result, and divorces the
church, even from religion as taught
by the bible “My brother,” to whom
hagt thou uttered the words, and
whose spirit come from thee?" *‘Dead
things are formed from under - the
‘waters, .and the inhabitunts thereof.”
Dead, indeed, are the unyighteous eth-
fcs, and empty is the - gsacrament to
him who finds in your offex, of bread,
a stone, -

" The.church, like Ephraim of old, 18

Joined to its idols. “They are bound

by an indissoluble tie, apd will perish

together,” = - " Ce ., WRIGHT.
on citY.,Pa .

LETTER FROM L‘YMAN C. HOWE.

"'-"'"'!"'
Port col rne--—'rranaltlora of Jacob Up~
thegro g—work in: Buffalo-—Prof.
: Lockwood i, ¥

—_————— e,

A phone eall frony ‘Buffalo hurried
bird had
time to protest, and -before my anasimi-
lative process could utilize the dinner
which had been prepared for thé hour,
Prof. Howe, of Brooklyn, N.'Y., was
sharing the day wjtt us, and'to leave
abruptly .was to shadow all with dis.
to
minister -to the spiritual needs of the
bereaveg and saorrowing, which must
not be ignored for any selfish pleasure,

At Buffalo I was met by Mr. and Mrs,
Lane, and Mr. Upthegrove, and con-
ducted to Port Colborne, where I had a
glimpse at the terminus of. the famous
Welland Cana!. There, we dedicated
the newly emancipated life of Jacob
Upthegrove, dnd the bhody was taken
to Flint, Mich., for burial. This fami-
ly are all Spiritualists and not ashamed
of it; and they are the only represen-
tatives of the Cause known in that
notable town. A large assemblage
heard Spiritual Gospel intergreted for
the first time.

'Mrs. Lane from Buffalo, has- startled
them of late, by her successful spirit-
ual healing. She 1§ active and bhusy in
good works there in Buffalo and else-
where, and an efficient worker in the
Temple Soeiety, where Prof. Lockwood
is doing such ‘splendid work.

"Arriving at héme Wednesday even
ing, the 26th, I anticipated a season of
“innocuous desuetude,” busy with my
pen. But another call took me back
to Buffalo, to speak in Prof. Lockwood’s
place, Sunday, the 30th, which brought
me face to face with many old-time
friends, and a full house in the evening.
There I was surprised by a hand-shake
with Brother 8. 8. King, president of
the Hamilton Society. Mrs, Chase in-
terested the people with psychic read-
ings, and her work i8 more appreciat-
ed and approved as time and experi-
ence make her bettér known. A shad-
ow was cast over all by the announce-
ment of the death of Mrs. Dillon, moth-
er-in-law to the Lyceum leader, whose
bright spirit and pleasing manners are
soulshine to all the children, and con-
tribute much to the Lyceum’s success.

On Tuesday, at 2:30 p. m,, we met
at the house, where love was weeping,

and the silent clay reflected “the life,

that had departed, and a profusion of
flowefs fllled the air with fragrance
and beauty. Reverently we laid the
cold form to rest, whilé the B&ullen
clouds of winter hung heavy in the air,
but over the gloom smiled the radfant
morning of love's eternal day.

After .resting, visiting and feasting
at the ever hospitable home of Mrs.
Dr. Matteson, where a large room-full
of anxlous invalids =2waited their time
for clairvoyant wexamination. I re-
turned to Fredonia, - .

But an important incident connected
with-my stay in Buffalo, was a visit to
Prof. Lockwood’s rooms, at Mr. Man-
ger's Hotel, where the Dr. is -wrestling
with an attack of asthma, varfously
complicated, and quite serious. It was
this that caused the call for me to
speak in his place.

Besides this, Mrs. Lockwood has her
wrists securely- held in a plaster. cast
to hold the double fractured bones
while they knit.
saint. “Sinners = stand on slippery
places;” but she could not, The grav-
ity of sin was not a match for the slip-
pery sophistry under her feet and she
went down; but fortunately the injury
was limited to two fractured bones in
her wrist and forearm.

Let us pray for Brother Lockwood.
The cause needs him; and the world
needs the cause. From all I could
learn, IJudge that his popularity with
thinkers and coinpetent critics, is stead-
fly growing in Buffalo. To help on
with finances, a Bazaar is active in the
plans for the latter part of January,
1907, and any contributions for it will
be appreciated. Address Mrs. Dr. M. E.
Lane, 218 Virginia street, Buffalo, N. Y.

ny amounts from one cent to - $10

ankfully received. )

Before closing I would like to add my
testimony to the high value -of Hudson
Tuttle’s masterly analysis of .thé- Evo-
lution of Ideas Centralized in Religjon,
Enthroned With God and Christ.

This book is a cyclopedia in its spe-
cial department. It goes to.the bottom,
and aims at the top. It gathers data
with industrious exactness, and gives
the reader the historic sources from
which they-.are derived. It deals gently
with all human intérests and religious
errors, prejudices, and .dogmas; but
compromises nothing. Not having fin-
ished reading it, I am not qualified. to
give an exhaustive survey of its scope
and aims, but I am sure it will not dis-
appoint the hopes of any reader, unless
it be to astonish, by transcending all
anticipation, Atter reading it through
I may have more to say.

Meanwhile I have to consider the
virtues, and question the doubtful, pre-
gented by another book of very dif-
ferent charagter, and readers may look
for more disappointment, which I trust
will be useful in the work of Universal

Education.
- LYMAN C. HOWE
Fredonia, N. Y.
"Splritrsm and Mrs. Leonora H Piper,
and Dr. Thomson J. Hudson’s Thdories
in Regard to It.” By Ex-Judge Abram
H. Dalley. Demonstrates futllity angd
inadequacy of Hudson’s explanations of
spiritual ghenomena. Prico, 25 centg,
“The Attainment of Womanly Beau-

ty of Form and Features. The Cultiva..

tion of Personal Beauty, Based on Hy-
glene and Health Culture. By twenty
physicians and specialists, Edited by
Atbert Turner.” Of speclal interea:
and value.. ' Price $1."
"'rhe K‘.ingshm of Self-Control.” ‘By
Wm. George Jordan.

ty, the 'supreme charity of the" world,
the - reveiation of- reserve power. etc.
Prlce. cenu.r :

3

How savest thou the

Mrs. Lockwood i8 a-

It treats of the ]
crimes of the tongue, the Red Tape du-

.

What are known as co.hinet spirits
are those who are constantiy in the at-
mosphere of certain psychics, and ara
ever present at tlielr seances, alding in
pxoducing the various manfifestpifons.

’l‘hate. large nortion of the phe-
nomens wiinessed in the seance room
are produced by cabinet spirits, ‘and
this without the connivgnce of the
medium, appeurs to have been deman:
strated beyond questjon.’  *

1am unahie to assure myseli thet
the “spirit ‘triends whom we seek can
invariably resgond at- our. hidding
«which may bé prompted by, ‘the..deep
sincerity of néver -fading ei:tection, or
the ‘superficial whim of the idla; senii—
mentaliat. : ;

It will be observed, partlpulariy in
the. msiorlty of cases . in which “the
pntrons of seanees seek the - commuu-
 fon of certain pereo‘ns 1o the exclusion
of all others, the impossibility of their
ability to manifest becoming appar-
ont; the gitter often finds himgel! face
to face with a cabinet spirit simulqting

our friends. This is ons reason, avi-
dently, why information of a personal
nature {n so difficult to obtafn. ,

The acqualntance of the cabinet
spirit being limited fo the field of ob-
servation afforded by the atterfdance
of the sgitter at the seances, its famil-
farity with personal affairs will, - ac-
cordingly, be modified to this extfnt,
and the communication will assume
that general tone and character which
will readily adapt Itself to anx person
or condition.

This argument applies with. equal
force to every phase of spirit power
where the utmost -preeaution has not
been observed to eliminate every pos-
sible element which might be clothed
with the power of a suggestion or a
leader for the practice of THIS QLASS
or DECEPTION BY SPIRIT
FORCES, ' .

‘I have frequently observed at a ma-
terinl‘tiug geance held in. a room not
sufficiently darkened to prevent rec-

ognition of all present, and of every-
thing which took piaée, ‘a8 many as
four forms of female figures to
emerge from the cabinet, successively,
who would at once be recognized by |
one or another enthusiast as the
shade of a mother, wife or sister, only
to be met with the negative reply that
she was only a cabinet spirit, and in-
timating that they were always pres-
ent to aid at the seance, but were
rarely made prominent or conspicuous
in Jhe management thereof. Indeed
it seems to be possible for psychics to
be surrounded by certain controls who
haye never been made ‘known to
them but who have, nevertheless,
been factors in the production of phe-
nomena, as’lmportant in some re-
spects as the principal control who
acts in the role of manager.

1t is these cabinet spirits, although
strangers ta us, who frequently ap-
pear posing,as friends or relatives.
An entire seance may be conducted in
this way without the slightest thought
of deception on the part of the medi-
um ‘who may be, personally, strenu-
ously opposed to:this method of pro-
cedure.

There will alwa ys be found at a ge-
ance those who wo 31d consider it sac-
rilege to question little, common de-
ceptions of thigcharacter, gut who de-
voutly and -eredulously, Jd with the
happlest good feeling accept all which
appears in the spirit dictated by their
wishes and hopes. Any suggestion of
a practical nature will be met ~with
georn and an air of assurance which
precludes the posstbility of doubt con-
cerning the question of identity. ’

The merest intimAtion that a certain
manifestation of doubt in some par-
ticular, is sufficient to call forth the
very conclusive explanations of the
knowing ones . who are .never dis-
turbed in the least because certain
happenings in the seance room are
not Just what one is reasonabiy justi-
fied in expecting them to be, “‘since
sucl trifles can readily ‘be attributed
to poor conditions, or the presence of
some antagonistic element.

I will not venture to say. that’ this
lattey premise {8 frequently unimport-
ant, as-many factors, ordiparily com-
sidered of little moment, because they
interest no one 1in particular, are
sometimes of the greatest importance
a8 being conducive to the production
of the best results; and it is no un-
common occurrence to note an utter
failure to record manifestations of any
kind in a circle composed of persons
noted for their harmony of sentiment
and genuine good natured sociability,

-1t Is a fact, howevet, the notice“of
which is particularly apropod aj, this
time, that the great relief which comes
over the tyro with the dawn of the
knowledge that life continues beyond
the grave, which is but the gateway
to an existence more developed and
gusceptible of a more complete - com-
the-characteristics and affections of
ruling passion; and the mature. real-
ization that a eommunicatio’n with the:
departed is-actually possible, so en-
raptures the novice whose conception
of ‘life has been lmited between the
narrow confines of the birth and death
of a mortal form, that anything which
might logically be expected to agitafe
the’ taith, of the studious obsbrvenels
wafted.to thd" wlnd as an unwarrant-
able disturbance of those satisfactory
conclusfons. Which have culminnted an
experience; each to its individual pos:
5Es80r more marvelous and eonvincing
than that of its nelghbor.”

'.'i‘ho oold r‘eminder that the identity

A2

prehension of the infinite becomes a,

s
.

And the Pa,rt ’I‘hey Pley in Produemg-‘ Spmt
W Mamfestation& _

i‘ ir
of a certaln manitestption s open to
certaln explanatory mpdificodions, be-
comes cruel and disappolntipg to the
fascination which prggludes; the dis-
¢riminating faculty frgm sjﬁting the
wheat from the chaffs , ; . .. °

Note the simultaneous recognition
of a face, or form, or volge, by a dozen
or more different. persons at .one and
the game time, .

peculigr’ accent, gnd another thot oer-
tain characteristic. Iong. i ‘ ;t ,,is go
‘much Hke’ mothel‘." Qe | from one
quarter... “It ig Bister Mary's. yoles,

say, . “Hello, Nellie, ri,e thig .you?”
callg still another.” A; ieint, " indls-
tingutshabla tons 18 hesrd presently, |,

heard the ,joytul call’ et X,
from ‘one -not yét in ‘evidencs. “1
kpew, it all the time. " ‘wondered how
long you would tax opr D&tience, end
permitt us to rematn 1y this dreadful,
yet happy, suspense. . ome to us,
Ide, and tell us all about your spirit
home. Give us & cheering word for
mother. Will we gel 8 good price for
the property?" etc.

" The anxiety which has prevalled up
to this tfme has given way to an
awakening. Whoever or whatever it
was has come and gone without having
given the sliglrtest intimation of its
‘1dentity, or of recognition of any one
present. Whether this silence was
due to necessity or design, or what
may have been the cauge or the object
of the visit, may neverbe known.

Who can say that this was not a
c#biet spirit?  Incidents something
like this have occurred in the experi-
once of nearly all who have attended
a variety of sgances; and a little re-
flection will enable one to see how
easy it 18 to he contranted by those
"who are others than those they pur-
port to be. . N

The medium may have nothing
whatever to do with thls and kindred
incidents, and I ask, with ac}i)ope of a
solution, why spirit torces. g,npnrently
with deliberation,’ wilI appgar and
represent themselves esiour tgiends, or
those In whom we have expressed an
interest, when our suspicion aot degep-
tion and misrepresentetion fs. con-
stantly In evidence. I have apked my-
self the question, and' commend the
considtzration of it to hose ‘who are
earnest seekers of truth whether
spirit forces which nppear ch so voli-
tionally, or-is their vigit obligatory,
rendered so hy conditfbns which can
nefther be controlled n )p reefsted" Do
they come as rain, which an  atmos-
phere, surcharged with molsture, com-
pels to fall, or_fs their coming the re-
sult of a desire and will to do s0? -

They appear at times and in places

where they are least expected. ‘They
do not always come when they prom-
ise to do 80, and often great surprise is
expressed because of thelr ability to
come, ) .
* It is also Well known that those of
our friends in whom we are mdst in-
terested, and patiently long to™hear
from, are the very ones who rarely
manifest themselves; ‘while a casual
-acquaintance, long since forgotten,
will frequently: exhibit such - striking
evidences of identity in s manner, and
on an occasion, 8o absoiutely un-
looked. for, as to completely stultify
every atom of skepticism" which may
e in temporary possession of the
searching mind of the studedt. A
very notéd medium informed me that
he had patiently awaited tidings from
his mother for more “than twelve
years without success. It is not clear
that it 1s within the power of any sen-
sitive to ensure the identical appear-
ance of certaln ones with whom we
seek communion daw after 'day, or at
any given time as by appointment

If our friends do"come, their coming
is quite fortuitous; and it is not con-
ceivable that 'they ’respon'd automz}-
ton like; to the beck and call of com-
merciaiism.

»The genuineness.of - the'i)henomena
is not here doubted except in so far
as pertains to the question of identity;
for, granting the assumption that the
question of Identity is difficult. of
demonstration, and that in the great
majority of cases -manifestations of
spirit power are impositions in _this

mains and fs not in the.least ai’tected
by this question. IR -

It is here where thesinﬂuence and
utility of the cabinet spirit becomes
noticeable, -0 ¢

This .canvenient amb dccfinmodat-
ing power, ever presens in thé.atmog-
phere of every sensitiv#, ig'donstantly
on duty as a sentry to Ebe th#tfthe-dis-
appointment of the egpectanbisitter is
rendered as mild as-possible; and it
seems to be no infraction of ¢he com-
ity of spiritua] intercotsefok the cab:

the peculiar conditiond)may Jmpose

upon certain individudl forcék whose

identity we seek to- establigh, -
‘Certain persons'have tiie‘b"wer, or

which enables certain Spiritual forces
to manitest, but this does ot entnil
the.power to prodiice; ad dibitum, the

to de in'the presence of the gensitive.
"I recall-an acquaintance -who devei-
oped-into a medium-of me.rked qualia-
cations, who hed attended seances for
two years: without heving received a
communication of any kind, while oth-
ors, -more free iIn discussing their
privete nireirs, were constantiy* In Te-
ceipt of intormetion. -;3? s

~munication of solme brilMant mind—

‘ison. )
How well this one, r(ezpetnbers thst, :

- very ignérant. - Such*instancs might
T not. unreasonahly be attributed to the

without doubt,” Tsnothgn, is_heprd to.

and,behold, " there 18 Smmediately |-
ganiton.

‘| nor” social distinction, and was most

“her noble life.is eloguent testimony to

particular, the organic truth still re-.

inet spirit to supply such defi¢iency as-

that peculiar guality-tdrmed™psychie,"
_but her noble husband and scores of

tertain friends of those wha chance‘

. to compieie her - works;, ~e.nd to round

" While  Inelances of thig character
are remarkabie as establishing”-the
complete elimination of mundane fn-
fluence from any connection with the:
phenomena, -the value of the cabinet
spirlt 1s émphasized as a most import-
ant factor in a_great nupber of cases,
elther as & legitimate representative,
or in stmulation of those whose iden-
tity we seek to establish. Instances
are not Infrequent of an alleged com=-

Daniel Webster,‘ Robert Ingersoll,
‘Humboldt, Seivetue, Socrates, Clcero, |
Plato, eto., with some hlatant ignor-
amus whose intellectuality, compared
with that 6® his lofty  comgmunicant
.Who I5 alleged to be present, would be |
lost in the contemplation of compar-

There ¢an be very little in common
hetween the very-intelligent and the

<charity of some s.ecommoda.ting cabi-
net spirit, frifing with the sensibilities
of the creduioux devotee
ST AR, W KLEE,
Washington, D. ©C

~ . s

RETUHNEO HOME.

An Angelie mean Passed to splrlt
“Life,

Affer an earth-visit of two and sixty
years, all too brief a call for those who
knew her best and loved her most.
Mrs. BEmeline G. Benson, wife of Theo-
dore 8. Benson, of Seattle, Wash., re-
turned to her ,home in the Spheres of
the Soul, o Monday, December 3, 1908,
Her illnes ad ‘extended over & period
of some months, yet the termination
of her sojourn on earth was quite sud-
den at the last. She was a greal suf-
ferer during her days of invalidism, yet
boré her agony with a calm, gpiritual
fortitude that betokened the strength of
soul with which she ‘'was endowed.
BEveh when her pain- was keenest, she
would smile In the solicitous eyes of
the dear ones hear her, and joke them
kindly as she had been wont to do in
days when life wag young and her hope
in earthly expressions was strong,

Never a word of complaint passed
Ker lips, and she discussed the ap-
proaching change, of which she was
fullh aware, with a serene ¢ 8pirit
and an unrufied mind. She wanted
no plans changed by reason of her exit
from earth; no mourning donned; no
,weeping and weiling for what to her
was a.glad release écom pain. She
loved her friends, hence did not wish
them to become the victims of need-
less gorrow.

Mrs. Benson was born in the-state of
Maine, where the earlier years of her
earth-life were passed. At the dawn
of womanhood, she took up her resi-
dence in.the state of Minnesota, where
she resided until 1897, when she re-
moved to Seattle, where the remaining
years of her life were spent. -

She became the wife of Theodore
S. Benson, of Anoka, Minn., October
19, 1868, and for thirty-eight years,
years of oy and sadness, of meetings
and of partings, the-currenis of, the
lives of~this devoted couple flowed
happily and peacefully on together.
She was devoted to her hysband’s in-
teresis, while he, in turn, was equally
devoted to those of his belpvédd wife.

" Bhe was foremost in all good works,

and was happiest when she was doing
something to add to the comfort of
others. For the weak and the erring
she had no sharp, censorious word of
condemnation, but always a plea for
another chance for them, for another
opportunity to strive te become what
every soul should be—truly wise agd
free. JIn all her dealings with her fel-
low-men it it can be truly said of her
as pf Goldsmith's “Village Preacher,”
that she “a]lured to brighter worlds,
and led the way.”

Her philosophy knew neither creed

generous in its bounty yet she never
gave where giving wouid be an injury,
but always where it would be arfinspi-
ration to the reciplents. In her years
of health and strength, she ministered
unto those who were in need, rich or
poor, high or low, white or colored,
without money and without price.
Her willing feet never became weary
in well-doing,neither did her hands fal-
ter when duty called them to action.

" Such a life could not fall to be a
hallowed one, and a blessing unto all
who came into touch with it. Those
who forget self in their endeavors to
ald others are the saviors of the race.
One of the truest of these saviors is
our arisen friend, Mrs. Emeline G.
Benson. All she did was wrought in
secret, for she abhorred display, and
grew confused when people tried to
thank her for her benedictions. No
one, not even her life companion, knew
the half she did for the poor and needy,
for the sick and afflicted in the commu-
nity where she lived. Jews, Gentiles,
Catholics, and people of no faith what-
ever paid willing tribute to her memory
when they learned that she had gome
home.

Mrs. Bengon was an original thinker,
and a constant, yet careful reader, She |
familiarized herself with the works of
A. J. Davis, with those of Brittan, Sar-
gent, Owen, Denton, Colville, Sinnett,
QOlcott, and other leading expounders
of progressive thought. She early be-
came a convert in Spiritualism, and

the gincerity 6f her soul I its devotion
to her religion. She carrled her relig-
ion into everything she did, hence was
a natural reformer along all lines of
effort to which her reasoning mind was
attracted.

She was,a firm believer in cremation, [
and was the one person whose individ-
ual ald made possible the first crema;
tory in Seattle. Consistent to the last,
she decreed that her body should be
incinerated as soon as she had with-
drawn from it. .

She was & firm bellever in organiza-
tion among Spiritualists, and frequently
held positions pf trust ‘in local and
state assoclations. She was likewise
a true friend to the N. 8. A, and did
what she could to extend its influence
whenever” she: had an ‘opportunity to
do so. She possesséd-a rare and beau-
tiful mediumship that she  exercised
only in the quiet of the home, ang in
‘the presence of those only who were
seeliing spiritusl truth, Never did she
descend - to ‘trivial things nor to the
sordld commercialism that has wrecked
80 many psychics In days gone by.

Few, If any relatives survive her,

devoted. friends are left to miss for a
time; her>mortal presence.’ No “chil-
dren were born’of thig union, hence a.
double portion of mortal and angelic
sympathy should and does flow out to ]
him who now awalks alone the ‘remain-
det of the‘earth-life’ journey,

Mr. Benson has been heart and soul
with his wife In all her works, so, far
as he knew of them, and strove to keep
step with her'in religion, literature- and
all ceform - work. He knows, the ‘-way
she has gone, hence faces life anew].
with a calmly hopeful smile, geeking

4ng,"” says Professor Barnes

.with geological epochs i8 absurd,”

-you

Libernls.'f

out. his own betore he joins her in the
renlm of the invisible. Loving hands
of near and dear friends united with
her husband.in ministering unto ‘her
in her last hours. ‘The funeral mer-
vices were held at the residence of Mr.
apd Mre, Henry Dahnken, in_ Seattle,
On Friday, December 7, at which the
writer officiated, -

A good woman has returned to her
home in the realm “heyond the cloud
ritt,” Peace to her memory.

HARRISON D. BARRETT.

Seattle We.sh. -

SGIENCE AN (AID To RELIGION ;

Profsssor Charlea R. Barnes of Univen
' sty &f Chicago, Decries
Sl 'Teachl_ngs.

 In the November number of the Bib-
lical World, whieh has just been issued
‘from’ the University of Chicago Prees,
there appears an article on “The Con-
tribution of Science to Religlous Edu-
cation,” by Charles R. Barnes, & -Dro-
‘fessor in-the University ef Chicago, In |
which' he dsserts. that religions edu-
cation should be supplemented by sel-
entlfic research and djscoveries, instead
of having: the “blind bellef of every-
thing in the Bible, from ld to Hd.”

- He belleves the ancient prophets and
their contemporaries had a  different
way of looking at thiggs than we have,
or-ought to have. . He says that relig-
fon shquld be taught in a modern way,
ahd. not as it was taught centuries ago.

“Most conspicuous among the mate-
rial used in the present religiouel train-
[ S t
study of the folklore tradition, history,
pqetry, wisdom, prophecy, biography,
and letters which make up the Serip-
tures. Many improvements can be made
fn method and in the choice afid organ-
izatlon to be derived from medern in-

vestization in philosophy, ,psychology |

and pedagogy.

“The teacher who, turning his back
on reason, bolds a theory of Inspira-
tion of the Bible, whieh is sometimes
expressed by the allegation, “I believe
everything in the Bible, from lid to lid.
can, {n my judgment, only do harm as
a religlous educator, for his every pupil
will be forced, sooner or later, ‘to a
false. choice between reason and blind
adherence to dogma, miscalled ‘faith.’
And when there i8 u ‘conflict’ between
religion and sclence the modern man

.chooses science.”

Brdfessor Barneg assumes that the
attempt to reconcile Biblical accounts
of natural evenls with scientific ones
is simply a waste of time. Such sto-
ries as the biblical story of creation,
he says, should be treated as an early
interpretation used to, teach jhe rela-
tion of God lo the process, as the
writer understood it.

“To idenlify the days’ o creation
he
says, '‘and more Hkely to harm- faith
than to help it, as I can testify from
personal experience. ”—-Chicago Ameri
can.

BLESSING THE COPS

And Has the Same: Any Potentlai Efﬂ—
cacy as it Emanates from
Human Lips.

The New York World, of November
20, 1906, prints the- following unique.
bit of religious intelligence. A5

“A man of soldierly carriage e\ ‘d cler-
ical garb stepped up to Sixth “uvenue
policeman on & down-town corner yes-
terday. There was a moment's eager
conversation. Then the policeman
bared and bowed his head while the
priest, with ui{'lltted hand and light in
his flne face, paused for a breath and
then passed on. It'was Fathér John P.
Chidwick, the courageous chaplain of
the mattle-ship Maine, and now a po-
lice chaplain, delivering personal bless-
ing which Plue X transmits through
him to the New York policemen. Fath-
er Chidwick {s recently back from
Europe. At one of his audiences with
the Pontiff the kindly thought for the
blue-coat8 was brought out, and the
priest was commissioned to give the
Pope’s blessing to each one he met.”

How kindly considerate in the holy
ather to send his blessing to the New

ork cops. Then, like ‘“‘salvation,” it
was cheap, and was given freely, with-
out maney and without price, which is
sonething unusual for the  Catholics.
But-if religious fanaticism can assume

& more grotesque and silly attitude, we |

have yet to hear of it. -
C. H. MALHDWS
New Philadelphia, OhIO .

A Warning Messa’g’e.,

“Every living thing ig - aiive forever-
more.”

There is no death it s progress——
no. standing still—no stagnation—ever
onward is lhe watchword.. Death is
& process.. The material world. was

.made to  people the -spiritual world.

There is nothing in spitit life but fArst
had its counterpart in thise—every spir-
it had a material birth, otherwise they
would not ‘have®existed. God Himself
was first a substance, ‘apd sve are all
part of that great substance; so we
are all sons and daughters of the living
God. We all emanated from Him, and
finally will return to that from which
we came.

There i8 no time in the spirit life
Time is for the-mortal part of ds. Time
is limited. There is no 1limit to what
we can be in spirit life. The moment
a spirit degires to.get away from any
condition that his deeds done in the
body have delivered him to, he.is at
liberty to depart, higher or lower.
There are spirits of both kinds ever on

the watch to assist him or her, -which-

ever {t may be; and friends, sad as it
is to relate, there are spirits who go
lower.

Oh, my dear brothers and sisters,
heed the warning, have no fellowship
with deeds of darkness., Dark days
are coming on this nation, and brother
willgfight ageinst brother, but ' keep
selves unspotted—let not your
hands be red with.the blood of your
fellow-creature, . “Thou shalt not kill
Whoso taketh that. which he c¢annot
restore will not be blameless.”

Friends, this nation is tottering; it
will fall. From the beginning it was
over,80; yet the nations will not see.
Oh, how blind; wilifully bling, they are,
not to see their fate written 1in the-
pages of the past. “ What has been
will be.” How true it s of men and
nations, that history will repeat itself.

-Be warned, friends, an evil time is com-

ing to those around you, but go you not
with them.
‘Be faithful and ye shall be kept by
your spirit- friends from the troubles
that will fall upon those who will not
learn that oil and water will not mix. =
Harbor- not the evil thought of re-,
venge, for it will become a living_deed,
and fall on you and crush you. Be
werhed and keep your rhands cleap;
Goad Bye, wit.h love. - '
. DR. BAKER.

" “Worry, Hurry, Scurry. Flurr;
‘Cured.” . By the Blissful Prophet and
Wm. E. Towna.” Tells how to cast]:
away ‘worry, anxleties, neediess cnres,r
ete. . Price, 25 cents. :

“The Truth _Seeker - ‘Collection .ot | -

Forins £nd Ceremonies .for tlie Use*ot
Priee. 25 aenm. e

T With -portrait of author.

ﬁemorkabie
ln\/en‘uon.

Cp e
G

AN msmumenr THAT RE- -
STORES EVESIGHT. -

A"’
SpeetaélesCen Be Abandoncd. .

Tnis idenrument. which the iuventors have .
petented. i called .
word, ¢, '

.In the troatment. o: oye . diseases the invent~

1 ox8 of “Actina claim thereds no. nppd for out-

ting or drugging the eye- for most forms of dis-
ease, Cataracts, pte!
and obher ubnporrglgg.i
f\ growtlis can be removed
and yeakenad: vision {m+
proved or restored by the
- new, and more humanc
' inethod. If this1s a fact
there will be no need to g0
‘Aotin " blind or to wear apectaoles,:
o 8’ bas bben tested in bundreds of cases
' and has affected marvelous cures,. Soconﬂdent«-
. ::e the fiventors that this device is an artigle:
mg-;'est iierly that they give nbsolutely & free
8. They want' everyone Interested o make
8 Ah&rough {nvestigation and a perional test of
cting :)ne;viukbe g0t on trial postpald # .
& book of 100 pages—a complete
:iiixe:ionuy of diseasp—swhich tglls all abbutl')‘Ao-
iina the diseases {t will cure, what others
d k of it. whay, morvelous oures it has affect. .
d; and all about the regsonfibjlity of its own-
'e;;-sil s sent absolutely free upon request.
i 18 book should he in the library of every fam-
Y. ‘Address New york and London Electrio

Association, Dept, B42R,
Kansss City, Mo, 920 Waluut Street

Cancer-Qurep

WITH SOOTHINO. BALMY OILS.

- Canoer, lﬁu
Eozemn and ell Bk?i%ld'li ufermml' Ulcere.
for Illustrated Book. Sent free, Address 0

DRIBYE. S:z:.ﬁf&,‘f Kansas City, Mo,

894

The above I8 the number of the pres.
ent issue of The Progressive Thinker,
a8’ printed at the top of the flist page,
right hand corner. If this number cor-
responds with the figures on your wrap-
per, then the time you have pald for has
expired, and you are requested to ro.
new your subscription. This number
at the right hand corner of the first
page Is advanced each week, showing
the number of Progressive Thinkers
{ssued up to date. Keep watkh of the
numbcr on the tag of your ‘wrapper, -

The: Poetical and Proae WOrka

——— W ——

ELLA ~WHEELER WlLCOX

: Mrs Wilcoxs wtitlngs have been the
Anspiration of many young . men - and
women. - Her hopeful, practical, mas- °

;| terful views of life give lhe reader new

courage in the very reading and are
a wholesome spur to - flagglng . effort.
Words of truth so vital that they liva:
jn the reader's :memory and cause him:
to think—to his own betterment and
the’lasting Improvement of his own
work in the world, in whatever line. it
lies—flow fro this talented woman's-
pen.

POEMS OF PASSION.

By Ella Wheeler:Wil¢ox..

Many thousands of - this:_book have
been iesued, showlni the estimation in
wnieh it is held Presontation’ edition
with author’s portrait Price sl

POEMS OF POWER R
By Ella:Wheeler ' 5y, E
New, and revised: editle_, conlnining
- more :han one hund-gd new poers, dis
playing:the-author’s fine taste, cultiva:.
tion. . and originality With portralt.
Price $1 -

* POEMs OF PLEASURE/
By Ella Wheeler Witcox. =~
“This -charming coiléction coinprl'ies
many of the best poetic ereations of the
author, - Embellished’ with portreit.
Presentation edition Price 31 e

MAUR!NE AND OTHER POEMS. 8
5% By Ella. Wheeler Wilcox:, . -, ,' ,

~An lderl poem about as truo-and jov-
nble a-woman -88 (ver poet- cien.ed
Price 31 ; ',\ .

AROUND THE ' YEAR WITH ELLA
WHEELER WILCOX,

A birthday book compiled by [lla
Giles. Ruddy, from the poetical "and-:
prose writings of Ella Wheeler Wiloox,
It epitomizes her iuspiring -optimistis
philogsophy with an apposita quotation
for ezch day in the year. With author's
portrait, and half-lone . illustratisng
prefAciug each month. (,ioth price* Sl

K'NGDOM OF LOVE - AND OTHER

By Elia Whecler Wllcox.

A magnificent collection’ of:
suitable for recitations - and <-readicgs;’
true to the very bes!l there is i human
nature. Preseéntation edition,.dark:red.
cloth, $1. B

FROM SOUL TO SOUL: i

By Empa Rood TutUe. - rius-volume:
contains the best pebms: .of the author,;’
and some of the best popular songs with-
the music by eminént composers. : Thae:
poems are admirably adapted for-recita.
tions. 285 pages, beautiluily hound.
Price 8.

THE WlDOWS MITE

OTHER PS{OHIC PHENOMENA.

BY ISAAC K. FUNK

A remsrkabie book, ot intense intep :
¢8t to all, whether ‘Bpiritualists or Ma.
terialists, Investigators or beligvers.

The author has cmbodied In this
book an account of his wonderful per.
sonal experience, and has culled from
ather sources the experiences of gthers,
Including sclentists of world-wide re.
pute, making a volume of great value,
588 octavo pages. Yrice, cloth. $2. )

A Study of

Efizabeth Barrett Browmng.

By Lilian Whiting,
Aathor o! “The World Beautifui,” “Eate Fleld™
“After Her Death,” “From Dresmland Sent,” e
With pbrtrnlt 16mo. Cloth, gilt. Prica$1.25. Tho
writer of this “S8tudy of Ellzabeth Rarrett Browning®
hns thrown the book into five chaptors, with snb-tities

a8
LI G WITK VIBIONS. “SummerSnow of Apple
Blouom-;" Murie Flow of Pindar; Friends (n the:

Unse!
LOVES or THE POETS. The Prengnred Friend;

“Ohe Day, l\ir
‘WORLD. "Plsa and Poetry. In Casa

- Qoidl ﬂ Flor«ntlne Days; Walter Savage Landor.
AET - Ipdividuality. of Character; The
Ciuped—ﬂnnds.h Kate Fleld's Records; Ars.

Browniag's D
.DILIES QF. rLonnncn Poetlo Rank; Spiritoal
Lowu. _t{]odcm Scieqtinc Thought: The Conlﬂﬂ'

Forsuontnupmoo.» A

T"ANGIENT INDiA

e

1a Lengunge and Religions. By Prot. H. dldn-
: tserg nper.
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