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~ Report of t:z Templ Fund Comnittee,

Mr. Préstdent and Delegates of the
N, 8. A., in Convention Assembled:—
Your committee appointed by the ex-
ceutive bpard, in rvesponse to your or-
ders made at the annual convention of
1905, bégs lenve to report as follows
with regard to creating some. appro-
priate means for the creation of a
temple fund to assist auxilary socle-
tles of the N, 8. A, to erect temples. .

To secure the erection or purchase
of edifices; or temples, for the use of
Spiritualist societies, there must he
gome co-operative plan that will enlist
the members and friends of organized
societics. Your committee finds that
the local soclety generally lacks some
encouragement to make a beglnning.
There is possibly no treasury of thelr
own created; mor can they obtain
funds for the first ald from thelr
state, or the National Assoclation, un-
der existing conditions,  They walt
for.help to get the first nucleus; and
they who are able to help, walt for the
society to suffielently develop and be
able to .properly handle any funds or
properly for perpetuity of the public

" cause of Spiritualism.

The earnest desire to help the pub-
le cause by donations or legacies, I8
handicapped by the lack of a legal apd’
competent body of people to handle
the funds. No provision {s. as Yyet
made by the N. 8, A, for such pur-
poses. Your committee has been ap-
yointed to prepare a plan, The intent
-:})s to create a building fund that will
wid local socletles to erect temples.

Your committee has decided as fol-
lows:, . )

“Irst.—The N. 8. A. shoyld not im-
posé upon their officers the onerous

"duty of developing and disposing .otr

such a.fund.

Second.—The fund should be under
the jurigdiction of and in direct as-
sistance to the N. 8. A, and its auxil-

. 3aries,

Third.—The temple fund should be
created by and under the management
of a soclety auxillary to the N. 8. 4,

. to be known as the Temple Fund So-

clety, dand the same to be legally in-

* corporated and its officers bonded for

gafety in the handling of public
funds. Sald officials to be annually
elected by the Temple Fund Soclety.
Fourth.—Bach temple shall be
owned and controlled by the auxlllzta.lll'g
N. 8. A. shall then have no jurisdic-
tion over the property. But the Tem-
ple I'und Society shall hold all mort-

gages and promissory notes in its
name, until reimbursed for loans
made.

Tifih.—The Temple Fund Soclety
-officials shall not make any other dis-
bursement of funds except to auxilla-
ries of the N. 8. A. by loans with

“.. .mortgage security; unless by order of

“the Temple Fund Boclety in annual

% . /convention, with approval also of the

N. 8. A. in convention.
Sixth.—The Temple Fund Society

 ghall be constituted of personal mem-
“bers paying an annual fee, who shall’
“also be eligible to the offices of sald

" gociety.

Seventh.—The Temple Fund So-
clety" is hereby authorized to recelve
and handle all funds that may accrue
for temple building, in any and all
feasible:-and legitimate ways to obtaln
such;"as may be embodied in the con-
stitiition and by-laws governing the
game adopted by, and hereafter when
amentedy shilltbe: approved by the N.

8. A:'in’ conveantion. e tE
. Tighth.—The following shall be the

f‘(‘ ~Constitution and By-Laws for the or-

S

.. edging receipt of the same,

i
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* tional Association, and if

ciety: N
‘Axticles of Association of the Temple
" Fund Society of the National Spirit-
ualists Associntion of the United
State.
Constitution.

1.—Name.—This society

Article

© shall be known as the' Temple Fund

Society of the Natlonal Spiritualists
Association of the United States; and
 ghall be chartered by the said Na-
necessary,
legally incorporated. '
Article 2.—Objects.—The objects of
this society shall be to raise funds by
lectures, seances, entertainments,
membership fees, public collections,
donations, legacies, endowments, etc.,
and Joan or present to the N. S. A.
auxiliaries small sums of money to
ald gaid socicties to erect temples for
their use. Such disbursements to be
regulated as hereafter provided.

Article 3.—~Membership. — Section
1.—The membership of the Temple
Fund Socliety shall consist of all Spir-

"itualists who shall pay one dollar per
annum as dues to sald society. These
shall be the active members.

Section 2.—Any person who shall
donate to the temple ‘fund five dollars
($5) or less than one hundred

- dollars ($100), shall recéive from this
‘ society an illuminated card acknowl-
and the
name of said donor shall be engrossed
upon the roll of honor.

" -8ection 3.—Any person who shall

" donate to the temple Tund one hun-

dred dollars ($100), or an excess
thereof, shall be enrolled as an hon-
. ‘orary member of this society and be

“ ziven full privileges as an active mem-

B

© 1 be secured by a first mortgage upon
he said temple, and shall draw legal

ber during the earth-life of sald

donor: and also be given an illumin-

ated certificate of such membership.
Section 4.—Any auxiliary society of

'+ the N. S. A. that shall forward to the
.. temple fund any sum of money of five

dollars ($5) or more, may do so in the
name of its president or secretary,
and the said person be entitled to en-
rollment in this society as provided
for in sections 2 and 3 of this article.
Section 5.—No one person shall by
acquiring duplicate certificates of do-
nations, as provided for in sections 2
and 3 of this article, be entitled to
more than one vote in the annual con-
ventions. Nor shall any member have
more than one vote on any gquestion
before the society.
Article 4.-—Officers.—Section 1.—
The officers of the Temple Fund So-
- ciety shall consist of a presi-
dent, vice-president, treasurer,
secretary and three trustees;
whose duties shall be as usual
with such officers; and as may be fur
ther provided for in the by-laws of
this society. ; They shall be elected
annually at the convention of mem-
bers of the soclety, and each official
must be a member.
Section 2.—The officers and trus-

., tees shall be an executive board for

"the purpose of executing all business
of this soclety; and shall have charge
of the temple fund, receiving and dis

- bursing the same. i

Bectlon 3.—The executive board of
this society shall be empowered to
make loans of money to auxilfary so-
cietles of the N. 8. A. for the purpose

assisting them to erect or retain
possession of a temple. Said loan to

nterest, | .
The executive board shall not make
any gifts of money to any auxiliary go-
' clety without the consent of- the ma-
jority vote of this soclety in annual
convention, and the same  be ap-

- ‘proved by the N, & A, delegates in ap-

wual convention, :

ganization of the Temple Fund So-|’

" Sectlon 4.—Thé president, treas- |.

urer and secretary of this soclety,
shall each give a bond annually in
sums {o be fixed by the annual con-
vention of this society, to secure the
safe handling of funds placed in their
ecare, ;. ! ¢ e "

Section B.—The Temple Fund  Bo-
elety, by .Its offielals, shall make an
annual report of its transactions, and
of funds received, disbursed and on
hand, to this society and also to the
N. 8. A. in annual convention.

The N. 8. A. officlals shall be em-
powered fo investigate the business
and records of this society at any time
they may so desire.

Artlcle 6.—Annual Meetings.—The
annual meetings of the Temple Ifund
Soeloty -shall occur on the evening of
the first day- of assembly of the N, 8.
A., in the same city therewith. The
business of this society may be con-
tinued from day to day during the N.
8. A. convention, but not to interfere
with the sald N, 8, A. business, until
all necessities haye been completed.” .

Article 6.—The Temple Fund.—Sec-
tion 1.—The temple fund - shall be
created by /any legitimate methods,
such as by lectures, seances, enter-
tainments, collections, donations, leg-
acies, membership fees, etc., subject to
approval of the soclety; and sald fund
shall be held in reserve and draw in-
terest until loans and bequests are
necessary—provided that not - less
than one thousand dollars ($1,000)
shall be held in the reserve fund.

Sectlon 2.—Any real estate deeded
to the Temple Fund Socjety, may he
80 held and an income derived there-
from; gaid Income to be applied to the
temple fund, or the same be sold and
proceeds similarly applied. .

8ection 3.—The Temple Fund Socl-
ety may erect temples and control the
same only upon approval of said =so-
clety and the N. 8. A. by members and
delegates in annual conventions as-
sembled.

Section 4.—In event of the_ Temple
TF'und Soclety ever disbanding, then
any funds in its treasury, or property
held in {ts name, ghall be transferred
to the N. 8. A.

Article’ 7.—Quorum.~—A quorum’
necessary for the transaction of busi-.
ness at the annual meetings of this so-
clety, shall consist of twenty members.
thereof whese annual fee has heen
pald for the succeeding fiscal year.

Article 8.—By-Laws.—By-laws not
fn conflict with these articles of asso-
clation, may be adopted or amended
at any annual mesting of this society.

Article 9.—Amendments.—Amend-
ments or additions to these articles of
association, may be adopted at any an-
nual meeting of this society, provided,
that said proposed amendment or ad-
dition has been submitted to the secre-
tary of this soclety sixty days previous
to the annual meeting, and by that of-
ficer published in at least two Spirit-
ualist weekly papers; and further pro-
vided, that the N. 8. A. in annual dele-
gate convention agsembled, shall ap-
gi'toive the proposed amendment or ad-

on.

By-Laws,

No. 1.—In the event of a failare by
any cause to elect officers of this so-
clety for an ensuing year, the execu-
tive board of the previous year shall
continue in office until their succes-
sors are elected. )

No, 2,—The executive, board shall
have the ifght to fill any vacancy gc-
curring in safd board, by any cause
whatever.

No. 3.—The executive board shall
have power to contract any necessary-
expense to carry on the affairs of this
socfety, and to solicit or obtain aid
for an Increase of the temple  fund.
But no salary shall be paid any officer
of this society unless the same shall be
fixed by said society at an annual
meefing thereof, and approved by the
N. 8. A, delegates in annual conven-

tion assembled.

No. 4.—The exccutive board shall
have full power to adopt rules for its
government, when the same are not
provided for in the articles of associa-
tion, or by the by-laws of this society.

No. b.~—Auxlliary societies of the
N. S. A, desiring financial assistance
from the temple fund, shall be grant-
ed the same only by consent of a ma-
jority of the executive board, in case
of loans; and by the consent of the
society and the N, S. A. in annual con-
ventions assembled, for Lequests.

No. 6.—All parliamentary affairs
not regulated by the articles of asso-
ciation and by-laws of this society,
shall be governed by Roberts’ Rules of
Order.

No. 7.-—Amendments or additions
to these by-laws may be adopted at
any meeting of this sociely, and ghall
also be approved by the N. 8. A. in
convention assembled.

GEORGE W. KATES,

,B. F. AUSTIN,

LAURA G. FIXEN,

MOSES HULL,

ANNE T. NETTERFIELD,
Committee.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNI-
FORM SYSTEM ORGANIZATION,

To the Officers and Delegates of the
N. 8. A. in Convention Assembled:—
We, your committee of State officers, -
to whom was entrusted the work of
devising a uniform system of organi-
zation for state assocfations, beg to
report that we have carefully consid-
ered the matter, and submit the fol-
lowing for your consideration:

1. We recommend that the articles
covering individual membership, as
now in force in Minnesota and New
York, be adopted by all state assocla-
tions and Inserted in their constitu-
tions after their next annual conven-
tions. We thus recommend because
we feel that the adoption of this rule
would obviate many of the existing
difficulties. . :

2. We recommend that all state
associations be granted exclusive ju-
risdiction in the matter of chartering
local socletles, and that socletles di-
rectly affillated with the N. 8. A, at
present existing in states :‘where state
organizations exist, be recommended
to withdraw from such affiliation and
charter under the state associations of
their respective states. -

3. WWe recommend that the N. 8.
A. urge thelr state and local auxilia-
ries to place upon their rostrums only
such workers as hold valid certificates
of ordinatifon, or indorsement, issued

by the N. 8. A. or its authorized state |

auxiliaries; and who are directly affili-

ated with some society organized

either under the N. 8. A, or its auxil-

fary state societies. ~ . - .
All-of which ' is Tespéctfully sub-

mitted, . WILL J. ERWOOD,

. Chairman, for the Committes,

« "

“The- Truth = Seeker- Collection of
Forms gnd Ceremonies for the Use of
Liberals,” Price, 25 cents.

“Success ang How To Win It” A
lecture and course of twenty-four suc-
cess lessons by Dr..B. F, Austin, B, A.,
D. D. The titles of Some of the lec.
tures are as follows: Self Helps; Fi-
panclal Succéss; - Ideals; ¥cooomy:

mess and ‘Tact; Angel Help

Planning, Attraction; Courte’gy;» King-
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ANNUAL REPORT

ot National Superintendent of Lyceum

Work, September, 1005 to
September, 1008,

Another fiscal year draws 1o o close
and we recount the experlences with

which we have met, endeavori
flraw therefrom such

courage

ng to
and

strength agwill enable us to —GO ON,

The Natlonal SBuperintendent
ceum Work has fajthfully ende
to meet the requirements of il
creasing band of children, . wh

of Ly-

avored.

18 - in-
0 are

rapidly learning to depend upon The

Progressive Lyceum as a lesson
Forty-geven four-paged
1260 to each issue, with the

paper.

{sgues of

excep-

tion of one issue when the number

was doubled, making a total of
coples; and five ejght-pagéd

60,000
{ssues

with 1560 extra, making 7,800, or a
grand total of 67,800.coples of The
Progressive Lyceum which have been
carefully and ' methodically distrib-
uted over the United States, The read-

ing matter which they have
has, in my opinion been of the }
spiritual order and judging
many letters, it has found 'a
kindly reception in the homes
the Lesson Paper has gone. - -
The financlal statement will

. horne
\ighest
. from
- most
where

indt-

cate the expense for this work also

the money received therefor,

As di-

rected by the convention last year the

National  Spiritualist

Assoclation

pald the SBuperintends<:’. of Lyceum

Work for.six months’ work, -

ninety

dollars, the.first and only money re-

celved for work done during
years, The work of these yea

four
rs has

beén & constant pleasure, although ™ it
has with my other duties, many times

demanded the midnight oil.
little faces wreathed In smiles

Sweet
have

been always before me as an inspira-
tion, for the girls and boys have faith-
fully written me of their experiences,
and best of all, of the help which they

derlved from The Progressi

ve Ly-

ceum. Since conditlons prevent me

from serving this department
work which I love so . well,

of the
longer

than thé end of this Volume IV—
which will be the last of November—
I claim thé privilege of making some

statements and suggestions.
,The hope of any movement

education afforded the children

children’s cause is the people's

lies Iin
. . The
cause.

8piritualists must become consclous of
the situation and care for the unfold-

ing minds of youth.

The Lyceum

system Ig a certain solution for the
problem of ethical and spiritual un-
foldmment rather than theological and

doctrinal teachings.

In all that the great seer, Andrew
Jackson Davis, gave to the children of
carth, there 18 nothing of greater
worth than the Lyceum system. His
vislons have been practically adapted
to our use and Tuttle’s Lyceum Guide,
and furnishes an excellent foundation

for a lyceun.

The lesson papers,

Cards, Ping, etc., furnished by the N.

8. A. through its Superintende

nt of

Lyeceum Work afford ample materia} if
each individual will, recognizing the

necessity of education, work

for the

establishment and sustenance of Ly-

ceums throughout the country,

Spirftual Demonstrations are facts

established by ®Nature and |

f tne

laws and principles are taught for a
few generations there will be but lit-

tle demand for evidence.

Who asks

for evidence of the claims of science?
No one who i1s educated, you will

agree. Why?
been taiight that the claims are’

Because they, ,ihave.r
Tacts?

Who agks-for “tests”’ in the claims of

Spiritualism?

been educated to realize that
communion is

These who ha‘{e_:,._ not

Ciadrit

a fact scientit. .Ally

proved by the phenomena of Spirftual-
ism,” and most of these are people

who make a pretense of being
ualists.
ply the unfolding minds with
that they may know and
they will act,
ers.
are crumbling, faiths

Educate the children,

Spirit-
sup-
facts,

knowing
The age demands do-/|
Doctrines are decaying, creeds

are faltering
and TRUTH is being recognized.

Mo-

tion is life and he who would live

must move, Spiritualists must
plify the spirituality of Spiritual

exem-
ism.

The authorized missionary workets
should emphasize not only the import-

ance but the necessity for
work.

3 lyceum
Socleties, whose membBership

{s principally adults may go down,
even after years of activity—it is

stated those who supported this
ment have passed from mortal

move-
life—

but a well-organized lyceum, after a
few years' existence, will live, pros-
per and increase for it is constantly
supplying materlal for when its ad-

vanced members are promoted.

May you as assembled delegates
think seriously and act wisely in the
selection of some one who will carry
forward this very important work of
the lyceum. For every part of the
United States lyceum workers are
looking for order and method. Grad-
ually we are establishing a plan of
operation which will soon cement the
active forces so that State and Na-
tional assembles can be held with

great benefit to our efforts.

I am

personally grateful for the opportu-
nity of doing that which the marks

made by angel fingers ~polintin:

g the

way, and hearty co-operation of mor-
tals, have made it possible for me to

do.
{s the result of congenial
tion.

Whatever has been accomplished

co-opera-
Pleasantly we have worked to-

gether, hand {n hand with angels, to
bring health, happiness and prosperity
into the lives of children that they
may look for sunshine and gladness

from right thinking and proper

acting

rather than salvation and grace from

conforming to certain creeds.

Here

in your presence I pledge my humble

ever. May you each consecrat

.efforts for this cause, ad earnestly as

e your

patient determination to do « little

more than ever before.

Stronger

hands than ours have this work 1in
hand; it will succeed, but'we can do
much to hasten the time when right
living will be exemplified dally, when
nafure will be carefully obéyed and
in turn will afford health, happiness—

heaven, -
‘Financial Statement, .
Balance 'in Lyceum treasury
Sept. 1,1906.... ........%
Received from Lycum lesson
PAPEIB. . vs cu sse oon-as
Received from single sub-
seriptions. ... oo, il
Recelved from cards—merit
and membership ..... ...
Received from™lyceum badge
pinﬂ-‘ AaTeY e awes e b kAl "
: Contributions, . .- .
Natlonal- Spiritualist Associa-
tion general expenses......
N. B. A., Natlonal Superintend-
ent salary.. vvievoen o0 2y
Nat'l. Bupt., John W. Ring. .-
Rising Sun Mission, Chicago. .-
J. B. Radford, Texds .. ....-
Oscar Evartz, St. Louis, Mo..,.

Total.e.ors vuvens vuessd
o © . Expenses, ‘
Printing = forty-seven 4-page’

82.20
270.46
$8.25
Cam
8376

150,00

90.00
"25.00
T 4.85
1.50
1.00

70142

issues, 60,000 copies and

five 8-page Issues, 7,800
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HISTORIAN'S hiBbrr.

Lyman O, Howe m@’;iunq His Work
for the ¥geax. if) -
——edyd ol

+ To the Delegates Awsembled at Chi-
cago to Represent Ql?écm{mud Alms
of the Natlopal Asstéiation of :8pirit-
ualists of Amer!cn-—ﬂ'-(}reeﬂing:'—'-} re-
gret to be obliged ‘g v report slow
progress in the worktsssighed me as
your historian, but Iliave)idone the
best I could with the' ci¥éumstances
and conditlons which-mady me thelr
prisoner; chief of which zhas bheen
physical weakness, dug toyas variety of
causes, prominent amongithem belng
a two months'  vough-and-tumble
with King la  Grippe, - last winter,
,which left me hore du combat; but
not conquered, - thoygh powerfully
weak. With thig exhaystion of vital-
ity and nerve force, I have wrestled
and struggled for eight months, and
at last began to rally a month ago,
and with new life came new .energy;
and the tasks.that wore difficult an
wearying, and seemed ko mountains
welghing me dowpn, became :inviting
and easy, and 1 felt of-late equal to
all that my undertaking involves, ex-
cept the writing of this apology! But
many calls’ upon. my . time and
strength hindered tho - accomplish-
ment of my purpose -in. making " out
thig report, and so I have to gend it in
unfinighed, and trust {0"your forbear-
ance to accept it generéusly and glve
me more time, "7 T

My purpose has been, and 1s, to de-
vote the first part to'phenomena and
mediumship, dnd it {s'no easy break-
fast spell to collect, sift, analyze and
decide what to use'and’what to rejéct
-—not because any of 1t is unworthy,
but because the limits of the book
will not permit the use of‘all; and in
many cases it Is difficilt to determine
what among a mass of facts and tes-
timonies, will make the clearest and
strongest, and most representative
proofs and {llustrations of the . vital
foundations of the science of life'and
religion of nature as -developed by
Modern 8Spiritualism. Some excellent
representative Spiritualists of = supe-
rior intelligence have - written me
about the claims set-up for medium-

tween honest mediumship and the
villainous frauds perpetrated by con-
scelenceless pretenders:.. I do not feel
called upon to dothis; My aim Is to
obtain the clearest possible proofs ot
such phenomena as _shall be recorded,
and in all cases in which the condi-
tions attending the eeance are such
as to leave the facts in doubt—thus
reducing science to faith—to omit
them entirely; or else, devote a chap-
ter to such, with comments upon the
possible, the probable,iand the appar-
ently certain, giving d¢he subtle soph-
istries of honest believers . full and
free opportunity to present:their best
claims, supported by sueh assump-
tions as Theosophy and Octultism can
fairly madintain by facts dhd reason.
Such a chapter I think might be made
useful and instructive. . ... )
There is much in the recgrds of the
first twenty years as presented by Ca-
pron, Hare, Emma, Hardinge, and
others that do not hold agalnst the
mork exacting scrutiny of later sci-
ence, and the broader, rangg of experi-
ence, and more, comprehengive {nter-

ities. .- A
Nevertheless, there Hre (_'gny fndub-
itable realities that I?)qw_ H the first

twenty years, that are ag definite, as

thirty years. OWitg to My . infirmi-
tles during the most of the past year,
I have léft the first part in suspension,
and skipped on to part second; and,
as a recent inspiration, which is not
worlted out to completion, I send you,
herewith, a specimen page, Wwith re-
quest for an expression of opinion
from your honorable body, or from a
‘speclal committed as’you may elect,
as to the value and propriety 0f mak-
ing this a chapter in part second. If
1 perfect it, I ghall try to arrange the
parallels and contrasts in systematic
order, so that each selection will
stand against the other with a fitness
such as the Golden Rule ascribed to
Jesus, and the modern one by the
spirit that moved Hudson Tuttle to
write: “Do all for ‘others.” What 1
send herewith have been selected has-
tily, and not all of thém stand in such
related contrasts as the plan requires.
From my present standpoint, it looks
as if I shall be able to6 do . something
more to fulfill' my office as historian
than I have beenm able to @o in the
ast, v
P 1 would inquire what the prospect
will be of adding to the attractions of
part first, a varlety of illustrations.
I think a goodly number of the medi-
ums might furnish cuts of them-
selves and perhaps some that will
place before the mind in pictures their
special phases of phenomena. I had
some years ago, by the kindness of
Prof. Sanford of Minnesota, some
unique illustrations of the ‘‘Saucer

ago, the ngwure of which s unlike
any other I have seen. I think two
or three cuts of these would be a val-
uable accession to the book.

I deeply regret my ' inabllity to
share In your deliberations, and renew
the social interest and sweet pleas-
ure that must inspire every session.
1 hope for much to improve the work-
ing value of your honorable body, and
to reach its helpfulness to every
state in the Unjon,’and give a new
jmpetus to the enterprise of every so-
clety in the United States. Above all
I look for a closer:bisnding of the
two worlds through the influence of
your labors, a lively.enthusiasm to
kindle the altar-fires: in a rnillion
souls, and add to the effentiveness of
the working missionaries incthe field.
From the accounts of missionary work
in the past, I judge ithat itr is. a valu-
able branch of the:usefulness of the
N. 8. A.,andI hope itwill be continued
and extended; and ifiyow lack mate-
rial for the mapufacture of new ones
to gend abroad and:mxtendsthe work
you might, as a foriorn hbpe, and a
novel experiment, try me! A liberal
part of my public watk has been of a
missionary character,but without any

body to glve the support even of sym-
pathy and good will..¢,The gecognition
you are giving me now is “bread
upon the waters” returning fo me
with heavenly- benedictions. and love-
ful inspirations,. for.whichiplease.ac-
cept my sincere thanks. ol;am satis-
fied with your officinl. board, and its
work as it 18, and not anxious for any

10555 RSB ORNG:

Postage for contributors ....  2.00
Bipress.. «ive o0 o a0 2.36
Telegram.. .o.a.oivyda i, i)
Letter heads and ‘eénvelopes ., 1250
Binding six coples Vol III.., " 5.40
Lyceum badge pins, 1,000... - 17.00
Expense of Natlonal Supt to’ ’
13th annual convention .. 52.00
90.00

Salary Nat'l Supt,’ November,
1905, to April, 1908, :

Balance September. '1; 1§94

L

istic marvels, and diseriminating beg]

pretations of nature gnd her pogsibil- |

Certalir, and 58, well  httestad aisihy-T
thing that %as b’een,nd’tigﬁu ‘fhe Yast

pictures” executed gomeé thirty years”

‘financial backing, ord;anys:organized’
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SEC.
RETARY'S REPORT.

" To the Officers and Delegates of the
Natlonal Spiritualists Assoclation in
Convention Assembled:—Your com-
mittee begs. to report as follows:

-1, It is .encouraging to note the
flattering report -of the secretary on
the growth of 8piritualism, not only
In our own land, but of its gpreading
to- other lands, and foreign.countries,

2. We heartlly endorse what she
says on the question of the interest
that is taken In our Causg by hun-
dreds of intelligent and cultivated
people from varjous professlons and
from the many denominations of re-
liglous churches, and we sincerely
hope ithat the good work may still go
on in this drection. C v

3. Wae recommend to  give due
consideratfon to that part of her re-
port, where she cextends her thanks

the N. B. A, .. .
4. We wish .to emphasize  that
part.of her report where she endorges

ums, especially by.H, C, Dorn and

fo the N. 8. A, N

b. We regret, as your committes,
that the Stewart-Folsom case should
be mentioned at this conventiop, ney-
erthelegs we endorse that part of her
report that vindleates the N. 8, A,
on this unpleasant question.

6, We note the report of the sec-
retary in regard to certain socleties

find they are still members indirecily
by their connection with thelr state

the N. B. A,

7. We recommend that that sec-
tlon of our Constitution' and By-laws
be enforced where state secretaries
should send In their dues for their
various delegates, in time for the N.
8. A, Secretary to make and complete
her full report before the convention
convenes, and that those who do not
comply with the Constitution, on this
question, shall he deprived of a seat
in the convention,

8. We note the pension fund work
reported by the secretary, and rec-
ommend that it be continued, and we
think that our secretary should re-
ceive a vote of thanks for her efficfent
work in the Mary E. Harris case, as
well as others,

9. We would recommend that the
secretary be requested to use her
best efforts to encourage more camps,
to have an N. 8. A, day.

10. We think that while it is a
drain on the funds of wne N. 8. A. to
defend contested will cases, still we
recommend that the N. 8. A, continue
this good work already commenced.

11. The committee approves
the action of our secretary in
White case, at Baltimore, Md.

12. We recommend that the con-
vention should thank Brother Longley
for his good work in assisting our
secretary in her office work.

Respectfully submlitted,
F, D. DUNAKIN,
Chairman,
DR. B. O’'DELL,
EDWARD BREWER,

of
the

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COM-
MUNICATIONS.

Yopr committee  having carefully
reviewed the voluminous correspond-
ence placed in its hands, begs to re-
port as follows: ) .
-1, Upon the question of “Federa-
tion of Liberal Religious Bodies,” we
recommend the appointment of a com-
mittee whose duty it shall be to call
a conference of representatives from
the various organizations who have

reported favorably, and proceed to
organize the proposed union.
2. Upon the question of the

present need or issues that confront
our cause, the consensus of opinion is,
that we need a higher and more ad-
vanced education on the part of our
ministers and mediums.r We there-
fore urge upon all to cultivate self
and endeavor to reach the highest
standard of life to the end that the
inherent principles of our Cause be
adequately expressed and exemplified.
3. That a committee be appointed
to compile and attend to the/printing
of the various communications now
in hand, written by Hudson Tuttle,
Cora L. V. Richmond, Moses and Mat-
tie Hull, Mr. and Mrs. Kates, J. M.
Peebles, and others, under the title
of ““The Latest Word af Spiritualism”;
and that the Incoming president be
instructed to continue to solicit more
such essays for the use of said com-
nmittee, 7 :
4. Another communication .with
reference to districting our N. S. A.
for missionary purposes was well
worthy of special notice. We recom-
ment that circuits be established
throughout state and nation; that
secretaries be appointed to keep in
touch with all auxiliaries, and to
recommend only such speakers and
mediums as arerendorsed by state and
National ' associations; these dis-
tricts to arrange grove and mass-
meetings, according to their own Lest
judgment, to the end that all auxilia-
ries may be protected from imposi-
tion, our honest mediums be euncour-
aged and fraud disappear forever.
Respectfully submitted,
ELIZABETH SCHAUSS,
Chairman.
CATHERINE McFARLIN,
W. E. HAMMOND,
fos SOLOMON DILL.

TTeen————

change; but as change is indispensable
to progress, if you shall deem it best
to add some new ones in place of oth-
ers retired, I am confldent you will

A

allow po personal prejudice, or party
strife; or selfish ambition, to mar the
character of your work, or weaken the
noble efforts- that animate the life of
tne N. S. A, : :

lished in The' Progressive-Thinker, is,
in my judgment, an able and wise
presentation for the N, §. A, to con-
sider, and act upon, so far as it meets
yvour approval, and answers the ideals
of your enterprise. .
Some objections have been made to
the tendency of the N. 8. A. to-sub-
jugate the spiritual sclence, and ‘its
humanitarian - application, to a rule
of religious faith and sectarlan dogma:
The objections, ‘I think, are over-
drawn, and tend to a misconstruction
of the meaning and objects of the re-
ligious shadings in your enunciatiens.
But there may be danger of too much
copying after the churches, glving
force to a bias that the best light of
Spiritualism does not justify. - Let us
keep clear of all tendencies to dwarf
the sublime philosophy of life, or to
circumscribe and cripple ‘the free
thought and roval reason of free men
and free women, gsecking to sever the
best Interests' of humanity, and the
most comprehensive and beautiful re-
ligious sclence the world has “ ever
known. " - 'LYMAN C. HOWE.

“Age of Reason,” and a number of let
ters -and . discourses ‘on - religious and
theological " subjects, .- Cl 'bXndigg,

to the press for their invaluable aid to | .

the good work done by certain medi- |-

Mrs. J. W, Stores by thelr assistance |

who have dropped out,of their réegular
connection with the N. 8, A, but we’

organizations, who are auxiliaries to,

exercise wisdom in your, choice, and |

The letter from Hudson Tuttle, pub- |

1 . “Rellgious and Theologleal Works of |~
“Thomas Paine,” contains his celebrated

GEMS OF THOUGHT.

-

The Unlucky Number
Lucky Number---Just

E

* Is Destined toin Our
~7 Premium Volumes,

-

- Damiel W. Hull

- A Nazarine

~ Rev. Minot J. Swvage i
- "Prof. Alexander Witder . .
- .Dr. J, M, Peebles VR S

Mrs, Ella Ddre
P.J. Cooley

By the Following Well-Known Authors:

L Mrs. M. 1. Longley :

.. Countess Constance Wachtmeister -
- Mrs. Cora, L. V. Bichmond, L
“Prof. C; W, Leadbeater gt

_ -Prof. W. M. Lockwood o
- Prof.J, 8. Loveland A

“Prof. Elmer Gates
M. M. Mangasarian

Baba Bharata

: Mrs, Helen P. Russedue

]13 Never has a more promising, more
elevating or more satisfying book been

published (especially as a premium) than this, our
THIRTEENTH ; a work that will appeal to the cler-
gy, to the doctor, to the philosopher, to the theosoph-
ical student, and to the young and old Spiritualist. [f
you have no- religious convictions, or conception of

the occult, this book will open your eyes.  See spe-.
cial terms elsewhere in this MAMMOTH EDITION®

of THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.
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REPORT OF COMMITITEE TO DE-
VISE WAYS AND MEANS.

In view of the fact that the National
Bpiritualists Association, during the
thirteen years of its existence, has
failed become an institution of
financial independence and helpful-
ness which was hoped for by its or-
ganizers; that instead of this it is de-
pendent upon the gifts of the gener-
ously disposed who may attend the
yearly conventions, or who may be ap-
pealed to by its secretary through the
spiritual press, at such times as it is
necessary. Also In view of the fact
that the work of the committee on
finance {s one that is humiliating and
mortifying to all concerned and will
only be undertaken by such as are pe-
culiarly gifted in this direction and
possessed of an unusual amount of
fervor and love of the cause. Again,
i{ by all efforts put forth the amount
required 8 not obtained, the board ot
directors are sgut away from these

conventlons heavy-hearted, with a/{.

burden upon their hands which can-
not be realized. In view of all this

and the fact that our work as Spirit-

ualists is largely left undone, for want

of means, we believe that the time .

has come to place this organization
upon a sound financial basis by adopt-
ing such methods as are adopted by
organizations and orders outside of
Spiritualism. The order of Masonry,
0dd Fellows, and all Fraternal orders,
pay dues of amounts equal to the
work they wish to carry forward.
When the necessities of the case are
properly presented to the different so-
cleties, by their delegates on thelr re-
turn, and the socleties present it to
their members, that they will respond
and become willing workers in this
great work for the good of the whole.

The thirteen years of organization
have been an object lessor and an edu-
cation. The Spiritualists cannot af-
ford to be outside of it. Greater work
is yet to be done, in which they will
wish to have a hand and become a
part. The president in his message
has repeatedly asked for an endow-
ment fund. No response is given.
Your committee, therefore, ask that
measures be taken at this convention
to increase the usefulness of the N. B.
A., and we suggest that the sum of
one dollar a year be reguired of each
individual member of all societies con-
sisting of individual membership, Iyce-
ums excepted; and that members of
lyceums pay twenty-five cents yearly,
for the support of the National Asso-
clation. Children even will willingly
do some little thing to send half a
cent a week, and any Spiritualist the
small sum of one dollar a year, when
the matter is presented. - This sum
from the Spiritualists already organ-
ized would enable the N. S. A. to take
care of 1ts pensioners without further
appeals to any one. Not only this, it
would enable them to increase the
amount paid them, which we would all
be glad to have done. Then the
needy cared for would not necessarily
be limited to mediums and worn out
workers, but could be extended to any
aged and poor Spiritualist who might
otherwise be consigned to an alms-
house.

Sotieties and Spirftualists will cer-
tainly see that this is the simplest
and easiest means of carrying forward
this great work and that through the
Natlonal Association this work should

be done.
GEO. B. HOLBERT,
MRS. R. 8. LILLIE.

!

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON
- AMENDMENTS.

To thé Officers and Delegates of the
National Spiritualists Association of

“the United States in Annual Conven-

tion—GQGreeting:—We, the under-
signed committee on amendments,
have carefully- considered the pro-
posed amondments submitted to us
and beg leave to report as follows:
We agree unanimously in striking
ouf the first and secdond proposed
amendments, .
We agree to strike out the sentence
“two inches in diameter’” in Article 3
of the constitution. . .
We recommend that in place of the
proposed amendment from the First
Spiritualist Religious Assoclation of

Clackamas County, Orggon, Article 4

of ‘the constitution remain as it is at
present. . S
~we recommend that Articl@® 11%of
the By-L.aws be repealed and that the
Ordination Usages, as amended by
this ‘convention, be substituted . In
place thereof, but that this recom-
mendation shall not affect the 'action
of this body in referring “the whole
matter to a special committee.
Respectfully submitted,
. L. P, WHEELOCK, . .. i
' S Chairman, -
LAURA G. FIXEN,
DR. BE. H. GREEN, - . -
OSCAR A, BEBGERLY,

JOSEPHINE A. 'BRUER:

—

REPORT OF ' COMMITTEE ON
TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Officers and Delegates of the
National Spiritualists Association As-
sembled—Greeting:—We, the under-
signed, appointed to examine and
audit the books and vouchers of the
secretary and treasurer, respectfully
report that we have carefully per-
formed said duties, and that we find
them correct; and we recommend

1.—That & vote of thanks of this
convention be tendered these faithful
and eflicient officers for their faithful
work,

2.—That this committee heartily
endorse the judiclous manner in
which the executive board has ex-
pended the funds of this association,
Respectfully submitted,

JOHN WITHELL,
Chairman,

MRS. B. L. NICHOLSON,

W. T. JONES,

HENRY C. DORN,

MRS. HARRIET DUHL,

} The Temple Fund Socicty.

Having been elected as president of
this national body auxiliary to the N.
8. A., for raising funds to assist in

includes every Spiritualist of the
United States, I do now solicit every
man, woman and child to join this im-
portant society. The fee is one dol-
lar ($1) per annum, for each mem-
ber. Will you join and assist this
{mportant effort? Please read the full
published reports of the organization
in the N. 8. A. proceeding.

Send one dollar and your name and
address, and also all others you can
obtain, to Mrs. Carrie H. Mong, 415 S.
Franklin street, Muncie, Ind., or to

Yours fraternally,
GEORGE W. KATES,

Cheyney, Pa.

Resolutions of Sympathy.

‘Whereas, our brother, H. W. Rich-
ardson, president of the New York
State Association, and Chajrman of
our Credential Committee, has been
called away by the transition of his
brother, therefore be it

Resolved, That we, the delegates in
annual convention assembled, tender
to him in this hour of sorrow, our
heartfelt sympathy and assure him

that his volce and influence will be
missed in the deliberations of this
hody. Respectfully submitted,
! I. W. BOND,
MRS. T. U. REYNOLDS,
PAUL McARTHUR,

Committee.

THE PATHWAY OF
THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

Or, the Pathway of the Snirit Traced,

By J. M. Peebles, M. D., M. A.

Did it pre-exist and does it reincar-
nate again into mortal life? When
did it enter the body? What is {ts
form—how does it relate to the soul
body? Can it leave the human body
and return again? Can it live in and
control another mortal body? These
questions and many others are asked
and answered by the Doctor in this,
his latest book, of two hundred pages.
Price 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

ETERNITY OF THE EARTH.
Electricity the Uffiversal Force. By
Daniel K. Tenney. A valuable book
of 105 pages. Cloth, 75 cents.

PIONEERS OF PROGRESS.

By Dr. T. A. Bland.

This new book Is a historical review
of political, religious, social, economic,
scientific and philosophic progress of
the nineteenth century in the form ot
biographical sketches, personal recol-
lections and friendly criticisms of the
lives and characters of thirty-two men
and women the author has personally
known among whom are Abraham
Lincoln, Ulysses 8. Grant, Wendell
Phillips, Lucretia Mott, Gerald Mas-
sey, Willlam Lloyd Garrison, Henry,
Ward Beecher, Thomas K. Beecher,
‘Lew Wallace, . Benjamin F. Butler,
John Clark Ridpath, Susan B. An-
thony, Andrew Jackson Davis, Peter
Cooper, Hiram W. Thomas, Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Julia Ward- -Howe,
Robert "G.- Ingersoll, Francis A,

Wallace,. John Boyle
Richard T. Ely.
With an intro
Thomas. - ]

It comprises 254 pages, is printed
in good type and bound In best libra-

duction by Rev. H. W,

office. :

B. Newcomb. Excelient in splﬂmu

guggestiveness, Cloth, ¥1.50
Prics,: 30 cents:. 3
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temple building, and the membership .

Walker, Henry George, Alfred Russel .
O'Reilly and

ry cloth. . Price, $1.  For sale at this . .

““Digcovery of & Lost Trail.” By Chas,







