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Pieties to get the best and give nothing

' “It would be out of place to refer to and passwords as are peculiar to sc-
this unpleasant topic in a great Na­
tional Convention, were it not for the 
fact that tiie “Fraud" question has 
been the source of endless annoyance 
and largo expenditure, on the part of 
the N. S. A. during the past year. The 
emphatic stamp of disapproval placed 
upon counterfeiting in mediumship by 
our last annual convention has done 
our cause as a whole and the N. 8. A. 
in particular, a great deal of good lu 
all sections of the nation where the 
facts have been made known. The 
defense of fraud by some leaders in 
the Spiritualist movement and the 
countenancing of it by certain repre­
sentatives of the N. 8. A. at times 
during the year have given rise to the 
question of consistency, not to say sin- 
cerlty, not only with regard to them, 
but with regard to the N. S. A. itself. 
I believe the time Ims come for us as 
an organized body to declare with 
forceful emphasis our determined op­
position to every form of fraud and to 
the employment of persons of ques­
tionable character upon our platforms 
or in our seance rooms as speakers 
and mediums. I plead for a loyal de­
fense and support of honest mediums 
of every phase. I recommend action 
on the part of this convention. As 
Spiritualists we should do our own 
house-cleaning to the end that no 
worthy worker may suffer injustice. 
It is currently reported that the coun­
terfeiters have formed an organization 
with such forms of initiation, grips

cret societies. The headquarters of
this society are in one of our West­
ern cities. No one cun be admitted 
who is vouched for by any known op­
ponent of fraud, and it is probable 
that any honest medium holding pa­
pers from the N. 8. A. would be most 
summarily dealt with, should he or 
she presume to approach the sanctum 
sanctorum of tills body of pretended 
mediums. This seems to bo a corpo­
rate trust which succeeds to all of 
the KuKlux methods of four or five 
similar- organizations whose jurisdic­
tion has covered the entire country for 
a number of years, The pioneer Spir­
itualists of the land still live in their, 
successors of to-day and will ever de­
mand full and free discussion, an un­
intimidated platform and a free press. 
These arisen spirits, have no use for 
such secret oath-bound Mafia, and de- 
mand-tiiat their instruments on earth 
join them in an earnest endeavor to 
place all work bearing the Spiritual-, 
istic label in the light of the most 
perfect publicity. Their slogan is 
“Bark commercial seances to the. 
rear,’’ and their call is for us to edu­
cate tho honest men and women who 
have been misled by tiie specious pre­
tenses of these modern disciples of 
Machiavelli and are according them 
their loyal support. We must be on 
guard also against the over credulous 
and unreasoning ones in our ranks,: 
who believe that fraud is as valuable 
as genuine phenomena are.”

To the Spiritualists of America— 
Greeting:—In compliance -with the 
requirements of the Constitution, By­
Laws, Rules and Regulations of the 
National .Spiritualists Association, I 
beg leave to submit my thirteenth an­
nual report-for your consideration. '

. .., The Year's Work. •

ulations to the members upon their 
success and assure them of every pos­
sible co-operation on our part in the 
prosecution of their work.

' ' Missionary Work. ■

' - -The,past year has been one of unus- । 
ual actlvity. in.all fields of Spiritual- : 
Istic'endeavor. Especially Is this true . 
of your servant, the National Spiritu- ■ 

' allsts Association. . It.has kept pace 
to. the'stirring music of Progression’s 
forward march, and has sought to do 
its duty at every point along the way. 
Throughout the past year, Spiritual­
ism has had a hearing in every quar­
ter of the globe. The secular press 
has teemed with articles bearing upon 
some special feature of Its teachings, 
couched' in the most respectful lan­
guage, clearly showing that the writ­
ers knew whereof they spoke, hence 
had a wholesome respect for the opin­
ions of the Spiritualists themselves.

। It is gratifying to note that these ar­
: tides havfe dealt with the scientific, 
: philosophical, and religious teachings 
: ,of Spiritualism, and not alone with 

the phenomenal. _ While phenomena 
are a very substantial portion of our 
movement, they are by no means Its 
sum total, hence It Is pleasing to real­
ize that non-Spirltualists now recog­
nize that fact and are willing to allow 
our thought its just dues from -its 
every point of view.'

There have been some unjust at­
tacks made upon our movement and 
its people by a few secular papers. 
These have been promptly met and 
answered by our able Editor-at-Large, 
Hudson Tuttle, whose work has al­
ways placed Spiritualism at a much 
higher point ot vantage than it would 
have had, had the attacks not been 
made. Every one of them served as 
an advertisement and called the at­

- tention of thinking people to true 
Spiritualism as nothing else would 
have done. These attacks,, however, 
have been few in number in compari­
son with the respectful news items, 
and instructive articles that have ap­
peared in the columns of the leading 
journals of the land. Editors and 
news gatherers have been heard to say 
that the people wished to be informed 
upon all occult questions, hence they 
were in search of facts, and reliable 
expository articles for publication In 
their columns.

. It may be noted In passing that all 
of the public libraries where I have 
■made Inquiries, the books most in de­
mand, especially novels, are those that 
bear upon occult topics, and have a 
thread of mysticism woven into their 
pages. This fact shows the increase 
of interest in psychic studies, while 
the large demand for verifiable phe­
nomena on the part of layman, scien­
tist, philosopher and minister, is fur­
ther proof that Spiritualism is and has 
been a very live subject.for the past 
twelve months. The call on the part 
of the scholars of Europe for medl- 
urns, and their selection of one whose 

. (work had . become known to them, 
Mrs.. May S. Pepper of Brooklyn, N­
Y., for special investigation this past 
summer, surely shows the trend of the 

'• times; and reports of her. work In 
Europe reflect credit upon medium­
ship and American Spiritualism.

. Psychic Research.
■ This Important branch of occult 

study has assumed larger proportions 
during the past year, and has made 
appreciable progress In every division 
of Its work. The transition of Prof. 
Richard Hodgson has led to the dis­
banding of the American Branch of 
the London-Society for Psychic. Re­
search, and to the organization of a 
hew society, with Prof. James H. Hys­
lop of Columbia University'as Secre­
tary. This new organization will as­
sume legal form, and take its place 

.•before the public as a regularly insti­
tuted movement on or before January 
I, 1907. It is reported that an en­
dowment fund of twenty-five . thou­
sand dollars or more has been raised 
by.the hard-working Secretary, the in­
come from which is to be used in de­

- fraying the expenses of the Society.
3; recommend that-we extend congrat-

,. Our last annual,convention directed 
that missionary work should be car­
ried on throughout the year. This or­
der was,carried.into effect, and three 
missionaries, Rev. E. W. and Mrs. C. 
A. Sprague and -your president, were 
commissioned as missionaries at large 
under salary, while several others 
were appointed to serve without pay. 
Mr.' and Mrs. Sprague were paid one 
hundred and fifty dollars per month 
and all expenses. Your president 
was paid one hundred and fifty dollars 
per month plus expense of travel and 
clerk hire, but he was to defray his 
own hotel and board bills, likewise all 
incidental expenses. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sprague have put in ten . months of 
faithful service while, your president 
has "served you as missionary some 
eight months during the year. "

From their reports and those of 
non-salarled missionaries you will 
learn of the needs of our people in

ln return. , ,
• ; State Associations. I
Your attention is respectfully called . 

to the .weakness of many of our state ■ 
associations. A few of them already 
exist only in name, while others are ( 
so weak as to be unable to do any 
practical work for our cause. Steps 
should be taken by this intelligent 
body of delegates to remedy these Uis 1 
aud restore these important allies to 
a state of vigor. Some Spiritualists . 
suggest as a remedy for the above-, 
named conditions a more direct super­
vision on the part of the N. S. A. over 
the state associations. You are urged 
to consider this suggestion. The pur­
pose of this paragraph is to Induce you 
as delegates to do something to 
strengthen our weak and moribund 
stale auxiliaries. . -

Camp-Meetings.
So far as reports have reached me, 

I am able to state that the majority of 
the camps in America have had sue- 
cessful seasons. The attendance has 
been good, though not so large as it 
was in the early days of the camp­
meeting movement. Special 'days 
were granted the N. S. A, at New Era, 
Oregon, Vicksburg, Mich., Lily Dale, 
N. Y., Onset, Mass., Etna and Madison, 
Maine. No doubt other camps did the 
same, but. made no report of the fact 
to me. From those named, most gen­
erous contributions were received for 
both our general and pension funds. 
The people are willing to give when 
they are made to feel the necessity of 
doing so, and there is no better, place 
to reach them than at these camps. I 
recommend that the incoming secre­
tary be instructed' to secure special 
days for the N. 8. A. at all the camps, 
to be held in America In 1907.

" History of Spiritualism.
It is with deep regret, that Lreport 

to you the sad fact that very little has 
been done ih this particular field dur­
ing the past year. The best that can 
be said is that some progress has 
been made, and a few practical results 
attained. Lack of means with which 
to do the required work has been the 
sole cause of inactivity In this import­
ant department of our work. I wish 
our people could be made to realize 
their duty in respect to this matter.

One by one veteran workers’ and 
aged laymen are passing away frbm 
earth. It is from them that much of 
our most reliable data is to be ob­
tained. No record has been made Of 
these, evidences, hence the necessity of 
securing oral, testimony. I' urge you 
aS delegates and upon all of the Spir­
itualists of America the consideration 
of the vital issues at stake in this re­
spect. We can no longer afford to 
neglect our history. I recommend 
that a special effort be made by this 
convention to stay the hands of our 
historian during the.coming year, so, 
that he may be able to secure; at 
least, the records'of the early years 
of our- movement I urge you to give 
your careful attention to Historian 
Howe’s report, and respectfully' ask. 
you to take immediate action thereon.

■ Legal Battles. '
The N. 8. A. has been obliged to en­

gage in several legal battles during 
the past year in defense of the rights 

. of our people. Nearly all of them 
concern the conveyance of property by 
will or by deed by those who. were 
known to be Spiritualists. The ques-

various section:of the nation in this
tlon of undue Influence on the part of 
mediums upon the testator, unsound-ULUU. ' Luo Lm-UvA y UXLDUUUUW 
ness of mind, insane delusions, etc., 
have entered Into these contests and 

raciory in respect w nuance, nor yei . are playing no small part in the settle­
in regard -to the establishment of, ment of the issues -involved. One of 
permanent working societies. I rec- these battles Is known as the Goff will, 
ommend the continuance of mission- in the state of Michigan, the decision 
ary work .'\ . 'ng- the year next ensu-' in which is now pending in the Su-

but along Tines laid down in my
missionary report. • ’ _ .

. Ed’ or-at-Large.
From the .report of our Editor-at- 

Large, the .able' and efficient writer 
and scholar, Hudson Tuttle, you will 
be informed of the vast amohntof 
work that he haA done as our repre­
sentative in this .important field. It 
is essential that we should have some­
one out on the firing line to guard our
interests, to defend our rights, and

preme'Court of that state. Frbm the 
reports of our honored vice-president'

ready to warn ub of impending danger. I 
Mr. Tuttle has watched the columns
of the secular press very closely 
throughout the year, and has rendered 
the cause of Spiritualism no little aid 
through his able defense of its claims. 
I recommend the continuation of the 
office of Edltor-at-Large for another 
year, and respectfully suggest that 
Hudson Tuttle be-unanimously chosen 
to fill the position. ■

Local Societies. ' ‘
The wide-spread increase of inter­

est in the subject of Spiritualism has 
not redounded to the upbuilding of 
our local societies, save in a very few 
Instances. As I Said last year, this In­
terest is abstract rather- than con­
crete. I regret that the great major­
ity of our local societies throughout 
the land are far from being strong 
and healthful. It Is for you as dele­
gates to:provide means by which these 
conditions may be overcome. To do 
so,' you must first determine the 
causes that make them-so weak nu­
merically and financially. A discus­
sion to this end would be most help­
ful, and I recommend that a special 
hour be set aside for the consideration 
of this all-important question,-

-I respectfully request you to con­
sider the following as possible causes 
of the present deplorable condition of 
many of our local bodies: (a) The em­
ployment of speakers whose educa­
tional and inspirational qualifications' 
are not up to .the demands of the 
times, (b) The engagement of me­
diums 'whose psychic powers are 
either not properly unfolded, or whose 
work is open to question. (c) The 
possible harm that may eventuate 
from the presentation of both phenom­
ena and philosophy or religion at the 
same service, (d) Local bickerings 
and "jealousies: (e) The failure to 
employ settled.speakers and mediums, 
(f) The selection of unsuitable offi­
cers. (g) Unbusinesslike methods of 
the management. (h) The employ­
ment of sensational speakers and me­
diums solely for financial gain. ,(l) 
The lack'of young workers to take the 
places of the long-tried local burden 
bearers., (j) The lack: of interest on 
the part of individuals through failure 
to read pur Spiritualist; papers.?;' (k) 
The tendency on tho part o' local so­

One of these is to answer the ques- i 
tlon, “Do children grOw to manhood 
and womanhooftoin •spirit spheres?” 
We are asked to declure^urBelves 
with regard to Spwituall >n^ as a re­
ligion and its points lercommon with 
primitive Christianity.! Jhfe we can 
do without becoming dogmatic in re­
spect to any vital princlpfesjin which 
we believe. Truth Is always its own 
apology and defense- for Jts.-presenta- 
tion to the world. ■ - ?

Let us have the courage of our con­
victions, and state them in plain, sim­
ple language for all the world to Bep. 
If we hold to tips idea that Spiritual­
ism is a religion, and that its medi­
ums are its mouthpieces, therefore re­
ligious teachers amt helpers, let us 
say so. If we hold that the discovery 
of gold mines, Hie finding of hidden , 
treasure, the giving of tifls on stock 
markets, and other equally question­
able assumptions, constitute the re­
ligion of Spiritualism''let us say bo, 
and tell all self-respecting people that 
their presence with us is no longer 
desired. ? ' -

But before taking this last named 
position, I plead for a hearing in be­
half of true Spiritualism and Its ex­
ponents, our honeqt’iBediums. I do 
not believe that tills 'convention .will 
turn against it or ' them.’.in favor of 
any form of commercialism and Its 
dollar-seeking expopqpts. I urge the 
adoption of a clear-cut statement with 
regard to these issues; couched In lan­
guage so simple, forceful and direct 
that no one can hereafter mistake the 
one for the other.

I tried to prepare a brief definition 
of the terms above named for presen­
tation to this convention and to that 
end sought the:a|d 6f, Dr. Andrew 
Jackson Davis and ^otlier represents-, 
tive teachers. . Splendid papers came 
to hand from thereat "Poughkeepsie 
Seer” and many'othor noted leaders. 
I recommend that thege brlcfB and all 
others bearing upon, the oame subject, 
be referred to a sppcial committee, 
with instructions .tq.krppqrt to this 
convention such de'SpltiojiB - of our 
terms as will, stand j jhe test of law, 
and meet our requirements in every 
possible way. . .. : . . . .

Tho Morris Pratt’tInstitute.
. From the reports, ‘-qf representa­

tives of Ulfs well known ‘institution, 
you- will be informe'dkWith regard to 
Its present. standing And relationship 
to the N,..,SV A. in ih'mpllahce with, 

■the.Instructions of. the’' Minneapolis 
Convention, I 'attended tlje annual 
meeting of" th£? Iwito^^ am 
pleased tg.^pnprt that J found every­
thing in q fnos1?e'nqqur^Ag'(»hdi,tIon^ 
The prospects ‘for the ^Lr1$qhtr year 
were reported as hifKl promislug. 
both in jJe^rp'to • "auerflHnce. And 
financial jsdppor.t'. Teatne aWay much 
gnthused and ejLCOiiidg&dHvith regard' 
to ^He scliool. ; From (almost every.

, .state,,iij thet Union, I ■haye received 
letters asklhg for .edlutat'efl speakers 
and'mediums. We do (not have them 
'fn our. ranks to-day, 'and?- will not 
have‘ them unf 11 the. Morris Pratt In­

. stitute graduates ..them After a four 
years’ course of" catofuB study. I 
sense'the need ot!the W, P. I. as 
never- before, and most q earnestly 
hope that It will b,e,most-Ibyally sup­
ported by., the, - SpIrituWlipts of the 
world. I recommopd thaf'kthis ■ con­
vention make knpwn In' some fitting 
manner the, fact .--that- the Morris 
Pratt Institute -has .; Its’ hearty en­
dorsement and- earnest ifao'ral support. 
I further recommend tifaf thejdea of 
establishing a Manual Trailing De­
partment as a part, p^ th a. workof the 
Institute be.considered by.this eonven- 
tlon and placedjn hfopdr form-before 
the Spiritualists pf. America to the 
end that-they may be inspired to ren­
der more generous •' ‘support to the

- school. . .. 1 .

and secretary, we, shall be informed 
as to the history and present condi­
tion of the contest. - .

Another great battle is upon us in . 
the state of New Jersey in which we 
are defending a man’s right to make 
a deed of a portion of his real estate 
and to will bls'money to such organ­
izations as he may elect. This case is 
now in court and the outcome will not 

। be known for some time to come.
| A possible third important struggle 
is now upon us in the state of Wash­
ington in which we are asked to de­
fend the rights of our honest mediums 
to engage In the work to which they 
have been called by their spirit Melp­
ers. Mrs. Stella Ross and Mrs. Swan, 
both of Seattle, have been arrested un­
der the vagrancy jaw of the state, and 
are now battling for their rights in 
the courts.. They are reliable medi­
ums, honest, sincere and straightfor­
ward in their work. Their trouble has 
but recently come upon’ them. . Pre­
liminary steps have been taken by 
your official board to determine the 
merits of the issues involved and to 
extend prompt aid if required. ■

. Definition of Terms.
The legal struggles in which we are 

now engaged bring us face to face 
with the absolute necessity of placing 
a correct definition of our terms be­
fore the courts, also before the people 
of the world. The president of the 
board of aiderman in Los Angeles, 
Cal., declared that that body had no 
wish to discriminate against our medi­
ums. Said he, “Define your -terms, 
and we.will fit the law to your defini­
tions. You cannot expect us to make 
the law and then define your terms for 
you." The railroad authorities have 
asked us on several occasions if we 
have established ourselves with re­
spect to the terms minister, mission­
ary,; and religious teacher, " Judge 
Gordon asked me for a scientific and 
logical- definition of clairvoyance, 
claii’audience, medium, and prophet. 
Judge Smith requested me to state 
the difference between religious and 
commercial: Spiritualism.

In .certain trials that: Have, takem 
place during the-past two years,’when 
witnesses have been asked as to the 
beliefs of Spiritualists on certain im­
portant issues, objection has ■ been 
made and sustained on the ground 
that our people'had not declared 
themselves with relation thereto 
through their national organization. 
We'should make our definition so 
clear as to render it impossible' for 
any fair-minded judge to mistake the 
latter for the former. . Wo are re­
quested to declare'our beliefs : with 
regard Ltd ? certain;y«jnditlohs -' BUp

and carefully managed,with respect 
to talent, etc., goodly sums were real­
ized for the treasury of the N. 8. A. 
With the employment of the same 
methods, I believe they could be made 
to pay in the best sense of the word, 
during the coming year. I, therefore, 
recommend that the incoming board 
of trustees be instructed to hold at 
least two grand mass-meetings per 
month in such cities as may seem, to 
them to be in need of a spiritual re­
vival. j -

Ordination.
Again I call your attention to this 

Important subject. We now have our 
Usages, Rules and Regulations re­
garding this matter, yet many of our 
people persistently retuse to be gov­
erned by them and seek every means 
"by which they can get around them to 
secure the ordination of some favorite 
to the ministry of Spiritualism. 1 
feel that It is the duty of this conven­
tion to strengthen the hands of the Ih- 
coming board of trustees by the 
adoption of yet more stringent rules 
In respect to this matter.

I recommend that said board be 
instructed to have the educational, 
mediurolstlc and moral qualifications 
of every candidate thoroughly tested 
by the state associations ordaining 
such persons, ere he or she is admitted 
into our ministry. To-day, too many 
persons are seeking recognition who 
are not entitled to it through lack’ of 
one or all of the above named qualifi­
cations. No man can teach that 
which he does not know. This applies 
to excarnate persons as . well as to 
those who are still in the mortal form.

Our workers should be made to feel 
that ordination means ’ something of 
greater import than - the gaining of 
some special position or financial 
favor to themselves. I urge action 
upon this question, in a way that no 
one can fail to understand. All who 
seek, it' that they may obtain half 
rates upon the railroads should be re­
jected, or should have their papers 
cancelled as soon as that fact is dis­
covered. A minister Is, or should be, 
a seryant of the people—not a grafter 
upon corporations, nor yet upon peo­
ple of wealth.

Half Rates.
I am constrained to refer briefly to 

this subject with the hope that this 
convention will take the lead In work­
ing for a much-needed reform in this 
special field. I recommend that we 
pronounce against the continuation of

’ The Lyceum- X ■
From the report .of /.opr ' National 

Lyceum Superintendent,' ’ John W.. 
Ring, you will learn of the present 
condition of the Lyceum Hydric in the 
United Stales and Canada.?. Task you 
to listen with, care’to every word Su­
perintendent Ring’, has to'eay to us, 
so that you 'mayUis, able to act,with 
due conslderatibtrijpon-;KiS recom­
mendations. ‘ The'Lyceu’m should be 
an Important factor in our work, and 
It can be made so If lite Relegates to 
this convention do'.their full duty in 
the premises.. The Mmes demand 
lyceum workers-—not-?lyceum talkers 
—and rrespectfulTy urge Ubbn you the 
doing of some,milch needed work in. 
this field.. The lycepm k should be 
made' the pfebaEiitbry, sblibol for 
scholars desiring»to fit ' ? themselves 
for a course in the .Morris Pratt Insti­
tute. J..;. ': ..'- ■

. Mass-Meetings.;, ,
Our last annual . convention in­

structed your board of trustees to 
hold’ a limited-number -of-niass-meet- 
ings in such cities and towns as might 
desire them. Two of such-gatherings 
were held during the year' under the 
direct supervision of the N; S. A. In 
Kansas City and-St. Louis, Mo. The 
one In Kansas City returned a small 
surplus after all expenses' had been 
met, which result-Is'largely due to 
the earnest efforts of Mrs. Glenn S. 
Stephens, the pastor-of 'tWPsychical 
Society of Spiritualists pf that city.

The St. Louis meeting was held in 
June and was not’ aLfinancidl success. 
It did a great deal- of good/howeyer,

Post Office Missions.
This important branch of our work 

has been carried on most effectively 
during the past year. Of the num­
ber of tracts, books and pamphlets 
distributed, we shall be informed by 
our secretary. Wherever 1 have gone 
I have found a demand for free liter­
ature, such as the N. 8. A. has been 
distributing under this heading. It Is 
a means of education that cannot be 
ignored, nor neglected by us. I rec­
ommend that this work be continued 
and that the Incoming board of trus­
tees be directed to expend such sums 
as may seem best, in the publication 
of articles In qny form that may be 
necessary, that clearly set forth the 
principles of Spiritualism.

A Publishing House,

the half-rate system and , urge our 
ministers to unite in an appeal to their 
fellows in other denominations ;„to 
join them in-1 ah' endeavor to secure 
its abrogation as.a ClfiRBK ...Pl'M^Ba 
throughout America;’ So Tong1 as. 
other denominations receive it, there 
Js no valid reason why our clergymen 
should refuse to accept jt, of be de­
nied it, yet the question of special 
privileges k; one that should be well 
studied ere it Is decided in favor of the 
individual. So long as the N. S. A., 
the state associations and local socie­
ties are given the benefit of the re­
duction in rates by our ministers, 
there is less objection to their ac­
ceptance of clergy privileges than 
there would be If made a personal 
requisite. I urge this matter upon 
you for consideration. •

The Railroads. '
The relation^ of the N. S. A. with 

the great passenger - associations of 
Amerlqa have, been of the most pleas­
ant character throughout the year. 
No discrimination has been made 
against our people by reason of their 
religion’and any failure on the part 
of an individual to receive what he 
sought has been due to other than 
religious prejudice. -

We are under obligations to Eben 
E. MacLeod, chairman, of the West­
ern Passenger Association; F. C. Don­
ald, commissioner of the Central Pas­
senger Association, and J. E. Hanne- 
gan, joint agent of the Southwestern 
Passenger Association for many fa­
vors Teceived at their blinds, and I 
recommend that a special vote of 
thanks be extended to all of these gen­
tlemen and the associations they rep­
resent as a testimonial of our appre­
ciation of the courtesies they have ex­
tended to us. ,

Reorganization of Local Societies.
You are earnestly requested to give 

this most important subject your most 
thoughtful consideration. From the 
•states of Massachusetts and Washing­
ton come appeals from two well- 
known laymen for a radical change In 
the organic structure of all our local 
societies. Their weak financial stand­
ing and the ephemeral character of 
the membership of the great majority 
of them have led these gentlemen to 

■ conclude that Spiritualists do not 
prize thelr Bpirltualism as they should 
by. reason of their failure to compre­
hend Its essential truths. ■ They rec­
ommend that all local societies be 
made lodges, having Initiation services 
such as are peculiar to the Masons and 
Odd Fellows, and that due proflqlency 
in understanding be evinced by all

In response to several suggestions 
from people of high intelligence and 
progressive views, I submit the ques­
tion of establishing a publishing 
house for . your consideration. No 
doubt all .of these good friends feel 
that.it Is an ideal to be worked up to 
and realized in the not distant future. 
Such a dream will never be realized, 
however, unless it Is properly under­
stood through public discussion. 
Recommendations do not seem, to be 
necessary here. The advantage of 
such an institution must be clear to 
every delegate on this floor and to 
every Spiritualist in America. It is 
not proposed to trespass upon the pre­
rogatives of the Spiritualist press in 
this regard, but it is rather the aim 
of its advocates to place books and 
periodicals within the reach of those 
Who are now unable to purchase 
them. I hope this matter will be dis­
cussed with due consideration upon 
the floor of this convention. In clos­
ing this paragraph I may be par­
doned for referring once more to the 
need of the psychic quarterly, under 
the management of Spiritualists; to 
take the place of “Borderland" once 
published by William T. Stead, but 
discontinued by him because of a 
paucity of reliable psychic data. The 
public is re&dy for such a magazine 
now and would support one of tho 
right kind.

Counterfeit Mediumship.
It would be out of place to refer to 

this unpleasant topic in a great Na­
tional Convention, were it not for the 
fact that tbe "Fraud” question has 
been the source of endless annoyance 
and large expenditure on the part of 
the N. S. A. during the pasLyear. The 
emphatic stamp of disapproval placed 
upon counterfeiting in mediumship-by 
qjir Ipst mwal convention has done 
our cause as a whole and the N. S. A. 
th; particular,"a.great deal-of good- in- 
all sections .of the nation where the 
facts have been made known. The 
defense of fraud by some leaders in 
the Spiritualist movement and the 
countenancing of It by certain repre­
sentatives, of the N. S. A. at times 
during the year have given rise to the 
question of consistency, not: to say sin­
cerity, not only with regard to them, 
but with regard to the N. S. A. itself. 
I believe the time has come for us as 
an organized body to declare with 
forceful emphasis our determined op­
position to every form of fraud and to 
the, employment of persons of ques­
tionable character upon our platforms 
or In our seance rooms as speakers 
and mediums. I plead for a loyal de­
fense and support of honest mediums 
of every phase. I recommend action 
on the part of this convention. As 
Spiritualists we should do our own 
house-cleaning, to the- end that no 
worthy worker may suffer injustice. 
,It is currently reported that the coun­
terfeiters have formed an organization 
with such forms of initiation, grips 
and passwords as are peculiar to se­
cret societies. The headquarters of 
this society are In one of bur West­
ern cities. No one can be admitted 
who is vouched for by any known op­
ponent of fraud, and It is probable 
that any honest medium holding pa­
pers from the N. S. A. would be most 
summarily dealt with, should he or 
she presume to approach the sanctum 
sanctorum of this body of ‘ pretended

with favor upon a federation of all­
liberal bodies in America for mutual 
aid, protection and advancement of 
the principles of Liberalism. 1 felt 
that it would be the safest and best 
for me in carrying out the will of the 
convention to determine, first of all, 
the attitude of the Spiritualists them- ' 
selves, likewise that of their local so­
cieties, with regard to this proposi­
tion. I wrote letters of inquiry to 
some two hundred speakers, mediums 
and representative laymen and to 
three hundred societies questioning 
them as to their views respecting the 
proposed Federation. Prompt re­
plies were received from nearly all of 
them aud 1 was pleasantly surprised 
to find that only three societies and 
three speakers were opposed to this 
fraternal union. I then wrote to the 
official representatives of the liberal 
religious bodies and received favor­
replies from all of them with tho sol­
itary exception of the Clirlstlan Sci­
entists. They wished us success in 
our work but declined to take any 
part in It whatsoever. The Tiieosb- 
phlsts and Quakers have not yet re­
sponded to my letters, but I believe 
they will not bold aloof from the pro­
posed Federation should it once be 
formed and placed In working order. 
Some of the most helpful of all sug­
gestions received came from Mr. Eu­
gene M. MacDonald, president of the 
American Secular Union and Free 
Thought Federation. He and nearly 
all of the progressive minds connected 
with his organization look with favor 
upon this proposition. This is like­
wise true ot the Unlversallsts, Unita­
rians, Swedenborgians, Metaphysi­
cians, New Thoughtists, Universal 
Religionists and other progressive 
people.

The question is, how to establish 
this Federation? I do not feel that 
the work done should be allowed to 
go for nothing, hence I recommend 
that this matter be considered at 
length and steps taken to carry the 
plan into execution. With the best 
people in all the liberal faiths, our 
own included, in hearty sympathy 
with this project, there is nothing in 
the way of making the Union a com­
plete success. I recommend action in 
the direction named.

The Latest Word of Spiritualism.
Under the Pruden resolution, reaf­

firmed last year at Minneapolis, your 
president was directed to solicit con­
tributions from the pens ot our 
ablest writers and thinkers upon va­
rious topics directly, associated with 
Spiritualism, haying In view the pub-; 
lication of'all these offerings in book 
form, under the comprehensive title 
“The Latest Word ,of Spirituallsni.'’-' 
I wrote to a large number of our rep­
resentative teachers, laymen and 
most relable mediums for articles
upon some special theme with which 
they were most familiar. “The re-
sponses were prompt and kind in ev­
ery instance. Very few declined to 
write at all and none of them ex­
pressed one word of disapproval of the 
plan. Probably a dozen manuscripts 
are already at hand and as many more 
are promised. Our thanks are due 
the generous authors for their splen­
did offerings, and I recommend ac­
tion accordingly. I further recom­
mend that the Incoming president be 
Instructed to continue this work until 
he shall have received papers upon 
every form of thought offered by 
Spiritualism, and upon every estab­
lished phase of mediumship, plus the 
phenomena that are presented there­
by. 1 am pleased to report that 
there is already a demand for this 
work in many sections of the nation 
and I am cbnvinced that it will meet 
with a ready sale when it Is upon the 
market.

candidates for membership 
they are advanced Into full 
ship. - .

before 
fellow-

All psychic phenomena are to be 
presented In the lodge- room and in 
the presence of members only. This 
would place a premium upon mem­
bership and would inspire many, per­
sons to unite with.such a movement 
.who would otherwise refuse to have 
anything to do with It. A most im­
pressive initiation service could be 
prepared, replete with spiritual sym­
bolisms and rich .in suggestions to 
higher and nobler living. People 
would gladly support a Spiritualism 
of this sort, it is argued, even as they 
do Masonry, Odd Fellowship and other 
orders, of which they become mem­
bers. , " ' . ■< ■ ' . ' : \ ■ ■■

in the way of counteracting-the bane­
ful Influences of; the counterfeiters 
and their friends wiio have'been espe­
cially active iipthaf city'during the 
past year. I'feel that the holding of 
this special meetin^Jwas most timely, 
and am assured that1 no act-Of the N. 
S. A. during the'year redbunds more 
to Its credit. A, gWht moraT victory 
was scored, and tbe intelligent people 
of that city were made: to'see, th at le­
gitimate Spiritualism -is eye/ready to 
present its claims, -despite the machin­
ations of those;.Who prefer, to 'follow 
“ways that armdark and engage in the 
practice of.tricksthat Are ■vain,”

Excellent nw^tings wei^ held dur­
ing the past season-by peydfal of our 
chartered statejassociailoi®,' all - of 
which .were jpVodufitivo of touch good. 
This is especially-true! of 'Uje mass­
meeting held ®?T?brtIan{d, Oregon, tin­
der the efficient leadership‘of <M^ —...,_ . -, —.. .....____
Sophia B. Seip/ the Jhph atjite. pres- their suggestions to orderly form for 
Ident. It was both «■ financial and presentation at the convention of

This matter .Is worthy of your most 
careful study. T recommend, that it 

.be.discussed at length by this coriven­
’ tlon aud steps taken to determine the 
feasibility of the proposition. I sug­
gest that a. committee of three or'five, 

Lof which Dr. Alex Caird, • of Lynn, 
Mass., and Dr. P. 8: Gardiner, of Sno­
homish, ■ Wash., shall? be' members,’ be 
elected by this convention todeduce

spii'itusT success, and left a marked , 1507. , The high standing and promt
impress for good upon the minds of. j nence. of .the two gentlemen whohave 
the; people of .Ofe^n^^^ suggestion entitles it. to a 
4th«»ii-&4tt^:'3taii&«^^

mediums. This seems to be a corpo- । 
rate trust, which succeeds to all of 1 
the KuKlux methods of four or five . 
similar organizations whose jurisdic- 
tlon has covered the entire country for 1 
a number of years. The pioneer Spir- 
ituallsts of the land still live in their . 
successors of to-day and will ever de- , 
mand full and free discussion, an un- 1 
intimidated platform and a free press. 
These arisen spirits have no use for 
such secret oathrbound Mafia, and de­
mand that their instruments on earth 
join them in an earnest endeavor to 
place all work bearing the Spiritual­
istic label in the light of the most 
perfect publicity. Their slogan is 
“Dark commercial seances to the 
rear,” and their call is for us to edu­
cate the honest men and women who- 
have been misled by the specious pre­
tenses of these modern disciples of 
Machiavelli and are. according them 
their loyal support. We must be on 
guard also against the over credulous 
and unreasoning ones in our . ranks; 
who believe that fraud is as valuable 
as genuine phenomena are.

It Is with deep regret and keen 
agony of soul that I place these un­
pleasant facts before. you. The les­
son taught at Minneapolis will have 
to be relearned by some of our people, 
while others will have to feel for 
themselves stinging rebuke that hon­
esty gave dishonesty on that occasion. 
The persistency with which the coun­
terfeiters and their supporters have 
forced themselves to the front and 
demanded the ear of the public dur­
ing the past year Is most surprising. 
The officers of the Iowa State Associa­
tion, In utter defiance of propriety and 
sense of right, employed the parties 
disciplined at Minneapolis, at their 
state convention of this year. For 
this act of insubordination, persisted 
In and not apologized for, your offi­
cial board, revoked the charter of .the 
Iowa State body, I .recommend that 
every possible support be rendered 
the, Hawkeye State Spiritualists Asso­
ciation recently organized in that 
state; . ’ :
t FederaUbii of Liberal .Religions.
• By a unanimous vote tiie delegatoli 
at the Minneapolis convention in 1905 
instructed your president to open 
correspondence with the representa­
tives of-all liberal religious bodies In 
America, Including the American 
Sscular Union, and Free Thought 

LWfetWOBfeM^

Our Conventions.
Again I call tbe attention of the 

Spiritualists of America to the fact 
that too much work is crowded into 
the four days our annual gatherings 
are in session. Business of import­
ance must be transacted and there is 
always a large amount of it on hand. 
All of our committees are overworked 
and are either forced to lose the ses­
sions of the convention or else must 
toil nights to get their reports into 
due form. These committeemen are 
needed In our conventions and it Is 
their right to be there. By extending 
the time of our conventions, this dif­
ficulty could be obviated. All other 
denominations act with deliberation. 
They have papers and addresses from 
their ablest men and discussions upon 
such vital Interests as effect the well­
being of their several movements. 
We should, in my humble opinion, 
profit by these excellent examples. 
Spiritualism presents subjects of 
mightier import, of weightier moment 
than do any other five religious bodies 
combined. It seems to me that an 
extension of time is an absolute neces­
sity to the future well-being of these 
conclaves. I respectfully recommend 
action fn harmony with the foregoing 
suggestions.

Necrology.
The list of names of our departed 

workers whose graduation took place 
within the past year, is a long, one 
and we should place on record some 
statement of our appreciation of their 
work: I respectfully recommend that 
this subject be referred to a special 
committee with instructions to pre­
sent to this convention in proper' 
form, some suitable recognition of the 
work and worth of our arisen friends. 
Among the many who have left us 
may be mentioned Stephen D. Dye, 
of our board of trustees: Jerry Rob­
inson, the devoted friend of Lookout 
Mountain Camp; Frank E. Bond, well 
known In connection -with camp 
Southern Cassadaga, and such speak­
ers and mediums as Allen Franklin 
Brown, Dr. E. H. Denslow, Sarah A, 
Byrnes, Carrie Firth Curran, A E. 
.Tisdale, Louis Schlesinger, James S. 
Scarlett, and J. O. M. Hewitt. Let us 
remember them all at their best, and 
give them a loving thought as they 
take up life’s duties anew in tho 
world of souls.

• . Platform Suggestions.
I recommend that this convention

adopt the following: . ’
That we demand the abolition 

child labor in America.
That we urge the Importance 

prison reform.
That we oppose all legislation

of

of

re-
specting the observance of Sunday as 
a special holy day. ■ ' ,

W? i^?y-;

(Oontinuea on page 2.)

Bfe®

that.it


z THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER Oct, 27.1900.

President Barrett’s Report-Continued
That we are opposed to every at­

tempt to unite Church and State. 
That we declare our unalterable op­
position to sectarian instruction in our 
public schools.

That wo favor a just and uniform 
rate of taxation for all church aud 
ecclesiastical school property. ,

That we are opposed to the em­
ployment of salaried clergymen by 
Congress and State Legislatures, also 
in the Army and Naval Service of tha 
United States.

That we are opposed to all special1 
favors, exemptions from duty, and 
paid prerogatives,now enjoyed by 
clergymen by reason of their office.

That we favor separate public serv­
ices for the presentation of our phe­
nomena aud philosophy.

'That we declare our opposition to 
murder in its every form and urge 
that all international disputes be re­
ferred to boards of arbitration for 
adjudication.

That we favor an educational quali­
fication for all voters, and demand 
that sex be no barrier from the exer­
cise of suffrage.

Finance.
We have expended four thousand, 

four hundred dollars more than ,wo 
have received during the past year.. 
One thousand dollars went to the 
Morris Pratt Institute by order of our 
last convention, while the balance has 
been expended in defense of wills and 
In legal fights to sustain the rights of 
Spiritualism with regard to property, 
or our mediums with respect to the 
protection of their liberties and their 
enjoyment of the sabred right to ex­
ercise their powers for the good of 
their fellow-men. ■

Our income would • have covered 
all remaining expenses of’this organ­
ization had it not been for these spe­
cial but necessary drafts upon our 
exchequer. This deficit, while re­
grettable, need not discourage us. It 
should rather inspire us to do more 
for the cause we love and for the or­
ganization in which we believe. Had 
our local societies been strong in
membership, a portion of this 
would have been met.

loss

Had all Spiritualists, or those who 
claim-to be such, but done their duty, 
our treasury would not have been de­
pleted one penny. The selfish idea 
that there was money In the N. S. A. 
treasury, hence there was no need of 
contributing to its support, governed 
far too many of them. Some means 
should be adopted to awaken them 
from this selfish indifference, and in­
duce them to make the N. S. A. finan­
cially independent. Please note that 
our loss has not been caused by the 
payment of extravagant salaries to 
your officers nor yet by meeting ex­
orbitant expenses on their part.

I ask you as delegates to do some­
thing to Increase the revenues of the 
N. S. A. I recommend that you plan 
such measures as will not only re­
plenish its treasury now, but will also 
keep a steady flow of contributions 
into its coffers. I am not putting it 
too strongly when I say that this is one 
of the essential problems for you to 
solve at this convention'. Solve it and 
thereby prove your devotion to the 
N. S. A. ....

chance to sneer at our movement by 
reason of any condition associated 
with it. I submit t,hls proposition to 
you for such' action as you may see 
fit, to take, without special recom­
mendation from me.

Amendments. .
Your atteniion is respectfully called 

to the amendments proposed In due 
form to the Constitution and By-Laws 
of this National body. I urge careful 
study of them all, laying special stress 
upon the one that changes the length 
of the terms ot service of the trus­
tees. Legal questions of moment 
are constantly arising, and issues that 
demaud more than a day’s or even a 
year’s study, are springing up every 
passing day. To properly cope with 
these important matters, it is essen­
tial that your official board be a per­
petual body. Its members should 
not all be in danger of removal at 
every annual convention. Financial 
success likewise demands stability on 
the part of the management. Dona­
tions and bequests will increase when 
it is known that the trustees of the N. 
S. A. are not in danger of being 
stampeded out of office through the 
enthusiasm aroused by the eloquence 
and personal magnetism of some as­
pirant for power. I feel that one- 
third of the board should be chosen 
each year, and I trust that the conven­
tion, in its wisdom, will see the force 
of these suggestions.

Our Evening Sessions.
So much has been said with regard 

to the selection of speakers aud medi­
ums for our evening meetings on the 
part of the board of trustees, that I 
venture to place the facts before this 
convention. At the most, but eight 
speakers and eight mediums can be, 
chosen for these services, as there are 
but four evenings to fill. Trie board 
has, throughout the past thirteen 
years, chosen these speakers and me­
diums by ballot. Personal prefer­
ence has no weight with any one; it 
has rather been a desire to find par­
ties who would do our cause the most 
good before the public that influenced 
the votes of our members. That some 
speakers have served more than once 
is due to the fact that they were 
held to be able to give the special ad­
dresses needed by the people, and not 
to undue influence, nor to favoritism 
of any sort. If you wish other speak­
ers to be heard, extend the time of 
your _ future conventions, and give 
them' a chance.

This remark also applies to medi­
ums. It is quite a task to find speak­
ers willing to attend our conventions, 
pay their own expenses, and give up a 
paying Sunday engagement for the 
sake of serving the N. S. A. gratis. 
That is just what our speakers and 
mediums who serve at our annual 
conclaves have to do. If the conven­
tion desires to make any change in 
these methods, it can do so by in­
structing the incoming board of trus­
tees as to its wishes.

The Spiritualist Press.
Due acknowledgment should 

made by this convention to such 
the Spiritualist papers as have

be 
of 

de-

president’s official correspondence. 
As your President, I cheerfully' re­
sponded to all requests from the secu­
lar press for articles setting forth tire 
principles of Spiritualism aud sought 
io do likewise for the Spiritualist pa­
pers at every opportunity.

Personal. ''
Permit me to Introduce one brief 

paragraph in which to express my 
personal thanks to all of the members 
of the board of trustees for their valu­
able aid throughout the year. Our 
noble-hearted, generous treasurer, 
Theodore J. Mayer,; is deserving of 
special mention for his timely advice 
and steadfast devotion to the inter- 
estp of tho N. S. A. Our zealous vice­
president, Geo. B. Warne has my 
hearty thanks for his many acts of 
kindness and timely aid during the 
year. He is loyal to Spiritualism in 
word and deed in every phase of its 
work. All Spiritualists are under ob­
ligations to him for his sturdy defense 
of mediumship and his courageous op­
position to every form of fraud. On 
this question, your official board has
acted as a unit during th? year 
drawing, to a close.. . . - .

. . The Outlook.

now
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An Endowment Fund. i

Let me once more urge upon you ' 
the importance of establishing an ■ 
“Endowment Fund” of generous pro- ' 
portions in the name of the N. S. A. 
It can be done by the delegates of this 
convention if they so elect. A little 
effort and some slight sacrifice on 
the part of each person present and ' 
the good work is done. The claim 
that Spiritualists are poor is not 
true. They are as well to do finan- 
dally as the followers of any other 
religion. If each delegate would 1 
but make himself a committee of one 
to Interest himself and friends in 
this project, there is no doubt as to 
the outcome.

A-Jund of one hundred thousand 
dollars could be raised within the 
next six months if each one would do 
his duty. One hundred thousand per­
sons contributing one dollar, and we 
have the fund we need. Fifty thou­
sand persons contributing two dol­
lars and the same result is attained. 
One thousand persons giving one hun- 
• ired dollars each, and the Endowment 
'und is likewise secured.

I 'believe In the democratic plan 
• ■? having all our people interested in 
’.his project, therefore do not feel that 

e have any right to appeal to the 
■ ealthy few to make up this fund, 

n urgent appeal direct to the con- 
ciences of all <Tf our people will do 

■ he work. We have been too prone in 
he past to let outsiders pay for our 

spiritualism for us. This selfish and 
wholly unworthy principle should be 
abandoned and I urge upon you tbe 
necessity of making a start in the 
ight direction at this convention.

I recommend that the Committee on 
Tlnance, Ways and Means be instruct­
ed to report to this body some plan 

v which the proposed Endowment 
/bind may be raised. The Unlversal- 
sis, more than fifty years ago, made 

a house to house appeal for contribu- 
. ions to a much-needed endowment 
or one of their enterprises, and after 

many weary months succeeded in ob­
taining the sum desired. What a 
mere handful of people, less than one­
twentieth of our numbers to-day, 
could and did do fifty years ago, we 

, can do if we try. I venture to sug­
gest the following as possible plans 
through which we may be able to gain 
the desired end. Each delegate to 
this convention to forward to our Na­

, tional Secretary the names and ad­
dresses of all Spiritualists with whom 
he or she is acquainted, accompanying 
such list with his own donation, and a 
statement as to the ability of tbe 
friends named by him to donate to a 
good cause.

Second, the "endless chain letter” 
to be sent by all delegates to interest­
ed parties, requesting donations, and 
stating that the same .should be sent 
to the National secretary.

Third, the appointment of finan­
cial agents, under bonds, to be paid 
upon the percentage plan, whose duty 
it shall be to solicit personal dona­
tions to the fund in question.

Fourth, personal letters from the 
N. S. A. president and secretary to the 
Spiritualists of America, whose ad­
dresses are known or can be obtained 
from this body of delegates. Then 
there are other means by which this 
fund can be raised, but I ask the com­
mittee to whom we commit our finan­
cial interests to put' them into form. 
I plead for the settlement of this 
question through legislation that will 
give us the needed endowment.

Executive Sessions,
So many Issues of a delicate char­

acter have arisen during the past two 
years that not a few Spiritualists

fended true Spiritualism throughout 
the year and have aided the N. S. A. in 
any way. I recommend that a hearty 
vote of thanks be extended to these 
Journals, under the seal of the asso­
ciation, duly signed and countersigned 
by the president and secretary.

The New Thought Convention.
It is with pleasure that I call your 

attention to the annual convention of 
the New Thought, movement to be 
held in Chicago, October 23 to 27. 
Arrangements have been made by 
which the certificates held by dele­
gates to our convention can be extend­
ed to cover the entire period our New 
Thought friends are to be in session. 
I most earnestly urge all who can 
possibly do so to avail themselves of 
this privilege in order that they may 
become better acquainted with our 
brethren whose progressive views are 
so fully in accord with our own. They 
are people possessed of advanced 
Ideas, and arg at one with us in all 
spiritual work. I recommend that at 
least four fraternal delegates be 
chosen by this convention to represent 
the N. S. A, at the convention in 
question.

The Board of Trustees,
The members of your board of trus­

tees have worked together lu perfect 
accord throughout the year. The 
transition of Stephen D. Dye of Cali­
fornia was a shock to all of his asso­
ciates, and they took such note of his 
departure as the sad event required. 
The vacancy was filled by the election 
of Arthur S. Howe, also a Californian, 
who Is now with us. Your board of 
Trustees has done its best to serve its 
constituents and does not hesitate to 
give you an account of its steward­
ship. There are no debts to be paid, 
no outstanding bills to be met. There 
is a small balance In our treasury. 
We have spent more than we have re­
ceived under stress of circumstances 
beyond our control, but every dollar 
thus used has been spent in the inter­
ests of Spiritualism and not for the 
special benefit of any clique or party. 
We stand by our record, and suggest 
that future appropriations be pared in 
order that we may hereafter keep 
within our income.

Despite the fact'.' that . some dark 
clouds hang low over the skies of 
Spiritualism, despite the mutterings 
and rumbl|ngs of the elements threat­
ening seeming storms, I do not view 
the outlook for Spiritualism as at all 
doubtful, nor in the least insecure. 
Even the weaknesses of some of its 
organic aids are not to be viewed with 
alarm for they can be made helps if 
Spiritualists will but do their duty. 
New structures can be erected without 
the faults of the old and new methodri 
of work adopted in all fields of re- 
.search. ,

I am hopeful, even optimistic, as to 
the outcome of our efforts. Defeat 
may seem imminent at times. Fraud 
and rascality may forge to the front 
and hold sway for a time; selfishness 
may control many of our people for a 
time but over all, around all, and be­
neath all, Ib the benign influence of 
the illumined minds in the spirit 
spheres, who are1 striving for the 
highest, and are endeavoring to im­
press susceptible minds bn earth to 
keep pace with them, to aid them in 
their work and to place Spiritualism 
where it deserves to be—in the lead 
of all educational, religious and re­
formatory movements on earth. Nor 
are signs wanting that such is / the 
fact even now.

The demand for honesty in medium­
ship, for ridding our movement of all 
grafters, the work of the Progressive 
Thinkers and the renewed interest in 
spiritual Spiritualism are cases lu 
point. What Mayors Adams and 
Weaver, Gov. Folk, Attorney Jerome 
and other reformers are doing, are 
typified by the present awakening in 
Spiritualism and the work that Is be­
ing done in its behalf.

Every Spiritualist has reason to feel 
encouraged at signs of tho times Old 
organizations and their imperfect 
methods may go—in fact, they are go­
ing—but they will only make way for 
the car of progress In the form of bet­
ter organizations that - shall follow 
them. A division even may come, but 
it will only be the severing of relation­
ships between honor and dishonor, 
hence no alarm need be felt by reason 
of it. .

The truth will enduro for ever arid 
will be its own excuse whenever it de­
mands a hearing. It-rests with the 
Spiritualists themselves to brove that 
they are the proper1 persona to act .as 
custodians of the truth. I believe 
there are many who are worthy of the 
trust and feel that they will nobly 
meet every responsibility whenever 
the same devolves upon them.

Through the N. S. A. I look to see 
all of these hoped for results accom­
plished. Let us rally to Its support 
morally, numerically and financially. 
Let us make known to ourselves and 
to the world our adherence to every 
cardinal virtue, our belief in every 
principle of right, and seal, if need be, 
our very lives to the holy work of co­
operation with the angels in an en­
deavor to make this world in deed and 
in truth the kingdom of heaven for all 
mankind. ’ "

All of which is respectfully sub­
mitted, •

HARRISON D. BARRETT,
’ President.

By vSte of1, the. delegates present at 
the Minrioa'peiii’convention in 1905, I 
was r’eappplnted Us imlssionary-at- 
large for tub‘year-1905-1906.

From’ November 15 to January 15 
I trleda£o Establish a missionary cir­
cuit of-thirty towns in the state of 
Maine, planning to give each place one 
visit per, nyonth .throughout the year, 
it was wasted time.and effort, so far 
as Maine wait concerned, and had to 
be abandoned as impractical in that 
state. People declaied they would be 
much pleased to have such an itin­
eracy established, but when asked to 
do spnie.thijig Ip its,.behalf, either,pro­
crastinated’ or mad# no answer what­
ever., There is np"ftate in the Union 
where mls^pnary tyork of a substan­
tial character is more, greatly needed 
than, in Maine. ... The people there 
have fallen into a condition of indif- 
•ference toward the . welfare of our 
Cause as a whole. Dipt Is positively dis­
graceful. Whenever they are aroused 
to a sense of their duty, and to the ne­
cessity of action, they respond nobly, 
even generously aid enthusiastically.

I do not know of a strong local so­
ciety in the state of Maine. There are 
six organizations in the state that are 
supposed to, be"local societies, not 
one of which holds continuous meet­
ings throughout the year. Two of 
them meet rhonthly, while one holds 
meetings whenever a speaker or me­
dium happens, .to pass through the 
section in wliich it is located. The 
membership of all of these organiza­
tions is an uncertain quantity, and is 
never of a general Working character. 
A few do ali the work that is done at 
all, while the many are either indiffer­
ent to it, or wholly indisposed to rec­
ognize the necessity of holding meet­
ings of any kind, aside from those 
held each year by the various camps 
in the state. ’ No doubt these words 
will apply to the Spiritualists of New 
Hampshire and other states In which 
little or nothing is done to sustain 
Spiritualism outside of one or two 
brief camp-meetings.

Maine has four camps, three of 
Which are auxiliaries of the N. 8. A. 
Three of these are held for periods of 
ten days each; while -the other con­

' tlnues .over a series of weeks, and 
makes its Sundays its speciality. I 
visited two of these camps the present 
year, and am pleased to report that a 
deep interest iri the welfare of the N. 
S. A. was aroused at both points. As 
soon asoi had ’ outlined its work, 
stated its objects, given something of 
its history,'andY-ecounted some of its 
contests;'Its successes and failures, 
the peopld present rallied generously 
to its support,’ and went away filled 
with the-WlougM that the N. S. A. was 
their institution in the best sense of 
the term. Three of the Maine camps 
are largely attended, but the people 
who assemble al those so-called Mec­
cas ot Spiritualism, in the vast major­
ity ot lns&ince$‘n.ttend no spiritual 
meetings save an occasional funeral 
during the entire year, aside from 
what they crowd into the sessions of 
their camps. There are fifty cities 
and towns'ln-Muine In which live

good missionary work, 
occasional losses under

There will be 
any system,

however perfect it may seem, yet the 
circuit work can be made self-sustain­
ing If properly conducted. I feel that 
all such circuits should be established 
by the several state associations, 
where they exist, and be under the di­
rect supervision of the state officers at 
all times. Where no state associa­
tions have been established, the N.H. 
A., by. proper correspondence, and 
with timely suggestions from the mis­
sionaries, can form all circuits and 
manage them. If the missionary is to 
speak every day in the week and twice 
on Sunday, his correspondence should 
be made as light as possible. He 
should know the places he is to visit 
each week, go to them in turn, and. 
conserve all his energies at each point 
visited by aim. But the missionary 
cannot do it all, no matter how hard 
he may work, nor how great his devo­
tion to the Cause. The Spiritualists 
themselves have their share in the re- 
sponBibllity of making this circuit 
work a success. They should be will­
ing to sustain the missionary with 
their money to the end that he may 
not/have to worry over his income, nor 
feel that he may not always have 
proper food and shelter

1 recommend that all missionary 
work during the coming year be es­
tablished upon the circuit plan, under 
the management of state associations. 
When state associations refuse to 
act, or where none exist, I urge that 
the N. 8. A. undertake the circuit 
work Itself. I further recommend 
that, where the state associations take 
the lead, tho N. 8. A. enter into con­
tract relations with them, pledging 
certain financial aid, provided the 
states raise tin equal amount, with the 
assurance that all profit accruing from 
such work shall be shared equally by 
the associations involved.

I did no missionary work during 
tho month of April. J returned to my 
home in Maine at ray own expense, 
and only attended to the routine work 
of the president’s office during that 
entire month.

I resumed missionary work in the 
month of May, and have been con­
stantly at my tasks since that time.
I visited numerous places en route to
the West, whither 1 was called for 
the months of June and July, also 
portions of May and August. I spent 
some time in the state of Montana, 
where I find great need of missionary 
labor. The state association is very 
weak, both in finances and member­
ship, but its officers are laboring with 
singleness of heart to establish it 
upon a firm legal and financial basis.
1 found marked interest in Spiritual-

■ OCTOBER.

have urged me to recommend their 
consideration In executive session 
whenever they are properly brought 
before the convention. By this meth­
od, it Is thought that We may be able 
to discuss the fraud question with 
greater freedom, likewise the finan­
cial question, and that of the. status 
of our local societies, when it is known 
* bat the outside world will not have a

The Home Office.
The work tn the home office in 

Washington has been of the highest 
order of excellence, and the Spiritual­
ists of America have reason to be 
proud of their capable and conscien­
tious secretary. She has labored with 
singleness of heart for tne good of 
our cause as a whole and for the up­
building of the N. S. A. as its fore­
most representative. Your president 
is under many obligations to her for 
favors received and takes this means 
to make public acknowledgment of 
the fact: Her books are well kept, 
her correspondence promptly at­
tended to, the library and other prop­
erty of the N. S. A. carefully looked 
after. Our headquarters as at pres­
ent managed are a credit to our cause, 
and every Spiritualist In America 
should feel honored that his religion 
can be sought in such an attractive 
place. .

. The Presidents Office.
The work In the president’s office in 

respect to correspondence has been 
very extensive. Not less than fifteen 
hundred letters have been written on 
N. S. A. business,-besides articles for 
the, secular and Spiritualistic press. 
Quite a percentage of these letters 
went to foreign lands, Australia, New 
Zealand, India, South Africa, Bul­
garia, Russia, Italy, Germany, Bel­
gium, Holland, France, England, Bra­
zil, Argentine Republic, Chill, Peru, 
und the Island of Puerto Rico being 
among the nations whose citizens have 
approached your president for- infor­
mation with regard to Spiritualism. 
This large foreign correspondence is a 
testimonial to the .wide-spread influ­
ence of the N." S. A, and is a high 
tribute to the value ^ organization. 
Railroad work and other important 
matters already enumerated la this 
report mails up, fk».Mance efl jpnx

Now is the Autumn’s fairest moon, 
And the royal purple noon

Of all earthly glory;
Now let cares drift far away *
While each wonder-workipg day 

Tells to us its story.
Sung amid a thousand hills,
Hymned by “silver throated” rlUs 

Through the meadow straying,
This sweet poem of the year
Mellows all the atmosphere ■ 

Charm on charm displaying.
Scarfs of gold and crimson rest
On each mountain’s plumed crest

. In a dewy splendor,
While o’er all earth’s dainty things
Nature spreads put gauzy wings 

As of each most .tender.
Hills on which we fondly gaze
’Neath a soft enriching haze ’

All day long seems dreaming;
Curtained from bur curious eyes. 
Beauty gives us glad surprise

Through each vista gleaming.
Now her turrets seem to rise
Fair as dreams of Paradise

On our vision stealing;
Then they float and pass away
Into darkness ahd decay ‘

’ Death alone revealing. .
Now from every tree-top wave
Leafy banners gay as grave

Nature’s mood betraying;
Then these faded, wasted forms
Rent by force of winds or storms

Fall, no use portraying. . •
Leaves! what say you to my heart?
Winds! What melancholy art ।

Wakes ye into sighing? , '
Wherefore when we hear your moans
Thrill'our heart with echo tones ' 

Chord to chord replying?
Leaves! ah, well I know your power.
Winds! ye have a wondrous dower

All the past revealing;
Faded hopes like Autumn leaves
Strew life’s pathway. Nature grieves, 

One with Us in feeling.
But there is a glory'bom -
With our life’s empurpled morn. 

Stronger than all grieving;
Aye, and brighter than the days
Scarfed in gold and purple haze, 

'Tls of faith’s fair weaving.
Leaves may fall and quick winds sigh
All.forms of beauty fade and die, 

Still, Faith to us replying
Mounts upward singing toward

Love’s gate, /
And blds us calmly work and wait;

. All caupe for grief denying.
Ah! 1'f tho Autumn of our days '
Finds but the soft rind mellow haze

Our fading joys concealing,
Then will our hearts be full of peace, 
And every hour bring rich Increase, <

A life of use reveaang. - ~'

working societies can be established',‘ 
under, proper missionary effort.

What is true of Maine is undoubted­
ly true of the other northern New 
England States, .New Hampshire and 
Vermont. . It requires missionaries of 
unusual ability to do the work that 
can be done through proper effort in 
the states named. The missionaries 
must be filled with enthusiasm, pos­
sessed of unbounded patience, backed ■ 
by sufficient njeans to provide for 
heavy, storms, ;a continued stress of 
weather, and possible inactivity on the 
part of the pegpie. They should be 
able to present phenomena In the 
home circle, and not attempt to make 
them special features in public. De­
votion to the Cause and self-consecra­
tion to.its advancement should be spe­
cial characteristics of those who would 
act as missionaries in New England. 
It may be difficult to find the right 
persons for these positions, but it can 
be done, if proper’effort is made, and 
I earnestly recommend action accord­
ingly. New England needs missionary 
work, and the N, 8. A. will grievously 
err if it neglects this important field 
any longer. It should be undertaken 
and carried forward despite the dis­
heartening indifference of the local 
Spiritualists themselves.

Unable’to obtain work in New Eng­
land, I journeyed westward, 'doing 
missionary work of various kinds 
along tho way,,until I reached the 
state of Kansas. With the aid of in­
terested friends in that state and tn 
Oklahoma, I succeeded in establishing 
a circuit of towns, to which I made 
regular fortnightly visits. On the 
whole, the attendance was good at all 
points, save when a heavy storm was 
raging, or some' public function was 
being held. I asked the local Spirit­
ualists to provide place of meeting, 
music and advertising, giving me the 
proceeds of the collections. No one 
in Kansas and Oklahoma who knows 
of that circuit work, can accuse me of 
neglect of duty nor of lack of interest 
in the movement. I put in ten weeks 
of continuous labor on this circuit, 
and had tile satisfaction of seeing 
that the interest in ’many places was 
much greater when I was compelled to 
abandon the field than It was at the 
opening. ’- '

But, despite niy exertions, the work 
was a financial failure'! The circuit 
was a longer bn# than it should have 
been, yet the expense of travel was 
small, taken as if whole, and did not 
cause th#!-loss Sustained each week. 
The collections were generally very 
small. At one point on a certain Sun­
day, wheaH gaVe'two addresses into 
each of Wliich I’fut one hundred dol­
lars worths of1 energy, the receipts 
from all Sources? fifty cents. This is 
the largest/sum token in one day at 
any given point 'Shtside of Sterling. 
I give sixty-five’Tiddresses in seventy 
days, thirty-two of which were in the 
month ofsMarchi’alone,.from which 
the financial returns were too small to 
be namedras a.whole. The receipts 
for March :were crone 1 hundred and 
slxty-three.fi dollars and thirty-five 
cents. Taithis, Imade a personal do­
nation of six dollars and slxty-five 
cents, hence was able to report one 
hundred and seventy dollars as my re­
turns from my thirty-two lectures in 
March. The expenses for that month, 
including, of course, the salary of the 
missionary, were two hundred and 
twenty dollars, a loss of fifty dollars to 
the N, 8. £, far this one month. Pre­
vious month-, showed even larger

Ism in all sections of the state visited 
by me, and from which I heard by the 
way of letters. Devoted missionary 
work is greatly needed In Montana. 
Mon and women of education are 
wanted, rather than sensationalists 
and commerclalists, in that progress­
ive state: I take great pleasure in re­
porting that the Spiritualists of Mon­
tana believd in and are loyal to the 
N. S. A. .„ .

During the month of June I labored 
in Seattle, Wash., doing occasional 
week evening work in adjacent cities, 
from all of which efforts the financial 
returns were almost equal to expenses. 
1 did my best to interest our friends in 
Spiritualism as a movement In Amer­
ica, and in the N. S. A. as its mouth­
piece. The people responded quickly 
and. generously, and I am pleased to 
.report that the bond between the 
Spiritualists of Washington and the 
N. S. .A. is a strong one, and I hope 1 
did some good while there. The peo­
ple of Washington believe in the N. S. 
A., and are ever ready to render it 
generous support. Washington has a 
strong, active state association, which 
body is abundantly able to carry on 
the work in that state at present. 1 
feel, however, that the N. S. A. should 
unite with the state body in propa­
ganda work in accord with my recom­
mendation in this report.

I spent the entire month of July in 
the state of Oregon, in inass-meeting 
and camp work. I gave thirty-five 
addresses in twenty-nine days, and at­
tended to all my official duties in ad­
dition thereto. The state association 
.held a six days’ mass-meeting in 
Portland, Oregon, the first week in 
July, at which I was a regular speak-

tho official year, I engaged somewhat 
in missionary work in Maine, but the 
financial returns barely met expenses, 
hence I 'filled very few engagements. 
My time was occupied .with conven­
tion work in the form of correspond­
ence, and the preparation of my offi­
cial reports.

It is a matter of regret that Spirit­
ualists throughout tho nation, while 
desiring missionary work, are so will­
ing to shift the responsibility of sup­
porting the same upon the N. S. A. 
It was openly said in not a few places 
visited by me, “Well, the N. S. A. 
pays you; why should you care’ 
whether you meet expenses or not?" 
Others said even more bluntly, “Let 
the N. S. A. foot the bills.” Others 
sought to extenuate their present neg­
lect by recitals of their past sacrifices 
for Spiritualism. There is a desire on 
the part of multitudes of Spiritual­
ists to get something for nothing. 
Such a condition auguys ill for the fu­
ture pf our Cause. Something should 
be done to eradicate this terrible evil 
from the minds of our people. I ap­
peal to this convention to speak in no 
uncertain tones upon this important 
matter, and urge that something be 
done to establish a higher order of 
things.

Op four occasions I was refused the 
platforms of local Spiritualist socie­
ties, or denied an opportunity to ad­
dress the Spiritualists and other lib­
eral people. The reason assigned was 
the same in every Instance, although 
only one good friend went so far as to 
say that ho would silence me as h 
speaker forever if he had the power. 
It was my opposition to fraud that 
caused all four of the refusals men­
tioned. I refer to this matter solely 
as an illustration of the low spiritual 
level upon which some pretended 
Spiritualists stand. They prefer 
fraud to honesty, Illiteracy to scholar­
ship, and would, like Torquemada of 
old, torture all who entertain pro­
gressive views. These experiences 
would be more provocative of mirth 
were they not so pathetic in their rev­
elations of the sad fact that there are 
Spiritualists who can condole fraud, 
and uphold its perpetrators, in prefer­
ence to clean, wholesome Spiritualism. 
Perhaps these people, like Ephraim of 
old, are joined to their idols, and 
should be let alone until their own 
souls are awakened to a full realiza­
tion of the meaning of the truth, hon­
esty and spiritual growth.
■ It is not the province of any mis­
sionary to discuss the fraud question 
in his propaganda work, and I do not 
know of one of the N. S. A. missiona­
ries who has ever done so. It is his 
duty to tell the people what Spiritual­
ism is, and to establish working so­
cieties in its name. But, when ques­
tions in public or in private with re­
gard to conditions that he knows to 
be dishonest, with phenomena that he 
knows to be spurious, and to the coun­
terfeiters who produce the same, it is 
the bounden duty of every worker, 
missionary or not, to tell the truth 
without fear or favor. Spiritualism 
and Spiritualists will be respected 
more highly by all intelligent people 
when they realize that Spiritualists 
have sufficient self-respect to expose 
and repudiate every kind of fraud. 
No medium has ever yet been attacked 
by a missionary of the N. S. A., nor by 
any one of its officers. Fraud and 
counterfeiting have been fearlessly 
condemned by many of our workers, 
and I ask In all candor, is It a crime to 
oppose wrong-doing?

Missionary work is needed in many 
sections Of the country, but I am con­
strained to recommend that it be con­
fined to such sections as are willing to 
render the circuit system a cordial and 
generous support. Reciprocity is the 
law of life, and it should apply to mis­
sionary labor as it does to everything 
else. Spiritualism will go to people 
when they are ready to receive it, and 
they are only ready to receive it when 
they accord it needed support. Mis­
sionary enterprises of all kinds, would 
in my bumble opinion enjoyja greater 
degree of prosperity and achieve 
greater success, were the missionaries 
able to entertain themselves.

I am under deep obligations to 
many friends in Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Wyoming, 
Montana, Oregon and Washington for 
favors received. To them, one and 
all, I extend my grateful thanks as I 
conclude this report.

All of which is respectfully sub­
mitted,

HARRISON D.. BARRETT, 
Missionary-at-Large for N. S. A.

MISSIONARY’S REPORT.

G. H. Brooks' Statement of the Wt® 
Bone by Him.
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deficits. . I .have taken March as a 
sample; for the collections steadily in­
creased, throughout .that month, when 
the people saw that the work was 
likely .to . W permanent in character, 
and were able to Induce interested 
friends to attend; the meetings. .

It is probable that the receipts 
would have corfetatUIy increased had
the circuit work been continued, I
came out of this^experience firmly.con- 
vinowS that abort droits, ere Mil for

er. This meeting did a great deal of 
good, and placed the N. S. A. in a 
much better light before the Spiritual­
ists of Oregon than it had ever been 
before. I gave two addresses, setting 
forth its aims, endeavors and accom­
plishments, nearly all of which infor­
mation was new to the people who 
heard me. The Spiritualists of Ore.- 
gon are loyal friends of the N. S. A., 
and will remain such so long as it does 
not depart from honest effort in all ot 
Its undertakings. The Portland 
mass meeting was a decided success, 
and reflected great credit upon the 
able state president, Mrs. Sophia B. 
Seip.

The attendance at the camp-meeting 
at New Era was fairly good at the 
opening, and steadily increased up to 
the closing day. A special collection 
and personal offerings to the N. S. A. 
Pension. Fund were received in addi­
tion to what was paid me. for my ser­
vices. President Love is a devoted 
friend to the N. S. A., and an earnest 
worker for organization everywhere. 
His release from official responsibili­
ties in Oregon.makes it possible for 
other states to secure his services as 
missionary, or as settled speaker.

In passing, I must, add that the 
state association in Oregon is now 
equipped for work, and that I believe 
it will soon establish itself in all fields 
of spiritual endeavor. It needs the 
support of the N. S. A. and I recom­
mend a close union between the two 
bodies to the end that all errors in 'its 
organic structure may be eradicated, 
and, only true representatives of pro­
gressive Spiritualism be sent forth as 
champions of our Cause.

The entire month of August and the 
first sixteen days of September were 
devoted to camp-meetings. I worked 
for the camps- at Surprise Lake, 
Wash., at Vicksburg, Mich., Onset, 
Mass., Etna and Madison, Maine. At 
all of these points, 1 found only 
friendship arid good will for the N. S. 
A. Vicksburg off N. S. A. day re­
sponded with a special offering of fif­
ty-three dollars and twenty cents 
($53.20), only eighteen of which 
were in pledges to be redeemed later/ 
N. S. A. day had .passed when I 
reached Onset, but the returns from 
there were most generous. Etna re­
sponded to my appeal with a special 
offering of thirty-five dollars, while 
Madison came to the front with a col­
lection of twenty-two dollars and sev­
enty-!! ve cents. These Bums were in 
excess of the amounts paid me for my 
lectures, hence Indicate the cordial 
support rendered the N. S. A, by the 
generous Spiritualists at - the points 
nazasd. . - '

Report of Max Gcntzke, Missionary-at- 
Large.

Since last year’s National Conven­
tion, I have been busy in the work 
for our cause among the German­
speaking citizens of this country.

Accompanied by a test medium, 
Mrs. A. Dodge, of Chicago, I made 
during November and December a lec­
turing tour of six weeks’ duration 
through the East, visiting the follow­
ing cities: Fort Wayne, Ind.; Cleve-
land, Ohio; Rochester, N. Y. Law-
rence, Mass.; New York City and 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Cincinnati, Ohio, holding 32 public 
and parlor meetings, which were well 
attended.

In January,'we held four successful 
meetings In St. Louis, Mo.; and during 
March, April and May held two meet-
Ings every week In Chicago. We
made one tour to Springfield, 111., 
holding three meetings there.

During the summer months, up to 
this time, I gave a number of lectures 
and addresses, before different socie­
ties and parlor meetings in Chicago. 

• It may be of interest to all to in­
clude in my report, the fact that- I 
have succeeded In establishing a large 
organization ot German-speaking 
Spiritualists, of 178 members, living 
in 23 cities of the United States and 
four members living in Germany and 
Hungary, and that we have good 
prospect of enlarging our membership 
considerably.

Although this organization has 
been established in the form ot a 
business stock company, named “The 
Searchers’ Publishing Company,” its 
main aim is, the speaking of the 
truth of Spiritualism by enlarging and 
improving their organ," “The Llcht- 
strahlqn,” by publishing and circulat­
ing books and pamphlets in the Ger­
man, English and other languages and 
by holding well-arranged mass or agi­
tation meetings. ,

This organization has also opened a 
headquarters in connection with their 
business place, where traveling Spir­
itualists are welcome. .

I look with best hopes upon the 
work of this new organization and Its 
missionary work, carried on in a prac­
tical manner, and as President of the 
same, I wish to state that its mission­
ary work is and will be successful,-and 
believe it should find the co-operation 
of the N. S. A. and every true Spirit­
ualist. . MAXGENTZKE,

Missionary-at-Large. (

To the Officers and Delegates of thi 
Fourteenth Annual Convention of th* 
National Spiritualists Association ol 
the United States—Greeting:—An­
other year has rolled by and once 
more I give my yearly report as one of 
the unpaid missionaries of the N. S. A.

The, first Sunday th October, I 
opened, by special request of the 
many friends in Milwaukee, an even­
ing meeting in Severance Hall. There 
was no salary attached, but the friends 
promised to do the best they could 
by me.. The attendance .was large 
from the very first and gradually in­
creased, and I thought it wise to keep 
the meeting open, -.which I did from 
the first of October until the first of 
June. ' I depended upon a small sub­
scription list and collections^ leaving 
the meeting free, that is, charging no 
door fee, all of the season. Some­
times I had a surplus left arid some­
times not. I had weekly socials,"at 
which time a charge of fifteen cents 
was made, and the evening spent in 
tne exercise of my mediumship. The 
attendance was fair at these socials, 
never very large. Once per month a 
dance and social was held at the hall, 
which was largely attended. .

I attended to all of the advertising 
and business of the meetings, looked 
after the people by making social 
calls, and being in truth as nearly as . 
I knew how, their friend and helper. 
There were a good many sick during 
the season, whom I looked after, and 
from the number who attended, eight 
passed away, at whose funerals I offi­
ciated. I felt that Milwaukee was too ’ 
large a city and too important a point ' 
to leave vacant, and so made sacrifice 
for the same.

In February, I visited Portage, 
home of Rev. Nellie K. Baker, the 
then secretary of the Wisconsin State 
Society. I held three meetings in 
her home. They were fairly well at­
tended. ’

On the 23rd, 24th and 25th of April, 
the State society convened in Milwau­
kee, which I attended and took part in. 
I was elected its president and mis­
sionary, and have been working hard , 
most ot the time since in behalf of the 
State Society, which, 1 am sorry to 
say, I found was loaded down with a 
debt of fourteen hundred dollars. I 
have been more interested In trying to 
raise the indebtedness of the State 
Society than i have been in preaching 
Spiritualism, for 1 feel that no cause 
can leave a lasting Impress for good 
on the minds of a people when it can 
not pay its debts. Hence I have vis­
ited different parts ot the state in 
that work. I have been well received 
and a good work, I trust, has been 
done; have reduced the debt some; 
raised all told, up to date, over $500, 
and have paid some of it on the debt, 
and all running expenses. The pres­
ent board has not one dollar of in­
debtedness and has in tbe bank some 
considerable money.

There was held In Milwaukee, Oct. 
6 and 7, a very successful mass-meet­
ing, in which the N. 8. A. came to res­
cue of the W. S. 8. A. by donating the 
services ot your honored president, 
Harrison D. Barrett, In assisting tho 
service and lending an Influence that . 
will never be forgotten, and an in? - , 
press on the community at large tria» ' 
is uplifting and spiritualizing.

Just how many meetings will be ' 
held this winter I do not know. It all 
depends on circumstances. The de­
sire is to raise as much of that debt'-' 
as possible; not only to raise the debt, 
but to revive societies that are al­
ready organized, that once did effect­
ual work, but now are either dead or 
sleeping; also organize, where advis­
able, new societies and to strengthen 
the work all over the state.

Another feature we shall add to our 
work when we can is that ot state ly­
ceums and young people's societies, 
and to bring the young up under the 
influence of our thought. I feel too 
great stress cannot be laid on this part 
of our work; that with a good work­
ing lyceum there is always a good, 
live society.

To me the missionary field is one of 
the most Important features of our 
work, and too much stress cannot be 
laid upon it; that there can be no 
more Important matter before this 
body to discuss and not only to dis­
cuss, but to more perfectly carry out 
this glorious work. My entire year 
has been engaged In the purely mis­
sionary field, without any stated sal­
ary, receiving what I could for my la­
bors, sacrificing more than I can ever 
tell before this body of delegates, and 
working from early morn until, many 
times, late at night in looking after 
the needs of the people in a large city. 
Now my field has grown from the city 
to the state, and obstacles to over­
come that, looking at them now they 
seem unsurmountable, but with an in­
finite trust in the eternal truths which 
our cause represents, I shall work on 
until my year expires next April. But 
no matter where I may be, I shall al­
ways try to work for the upbuilding ot 
Spiritualism.

This is my report and I stand to-day 
more fully convinced than ever of the 
great necessity of organization, of 
honest work, of loyalty to medium­
ship, of the hearty support and co­
operation with the N. 8. A., and I 
promise on my part to do what I can 
to extend the sphere of Spiritualism tn 
the building up of societies and lead­
ing the minds to a higher plane of 
thought and to a grander, truer life.

Most respectfully submitted. .
G. H. BROOKS.

It will write in full sight- 
yes, in full sight and it will 
write more, write better. 
Write easier and keep on 
doing so longer than any 
other typewriter.

THE MONARCH TYPEWRITER CO., 
200 nnd 202 Wabash Ave.. Chicago, Ill.

RATIONAL MEMORY TRAINING.

“New Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated. Drawings by Watson Hes­
ton. With Critical and Humorous Com­
ments upon the Texts.” Heston’s 
drawings are incomparable, and excru­
ciatingly funny. Price, in boards, $1;

“Death Dc-reatea;or,theFsychlc Se- 
c?at of How toKeep Young." By J. M 
mwWJWW^!®s^ 
a®®lS»®<S®(^M^

Hints and helps in memorizing fig­
ures, lists of words, prose and poetic 
literature, new language, etc. By B. 
F. Austin, author ot several other 
.works. Price, 60 cents.

“the Spiritual Significance, or, Death 
ns an Event In Life.” By Lilian Whit­
ing Ono of Mise Whiting’s most sug. 
gestive. Intensely interesting, spiritual 
books. It is laden ,wito rich, thoughts 
fnl spirituality. '.Setts @L ^t-.-—/-t-^-

three.fi
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Missionaries- Report
i? .-yw ^ ^ ” ’ \W™ ’^ 3

Report of Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Sprague, Missionaries of 
, tlie National Spiritualists Association, for tlie Year 

Ending September JO, iWA , : <.
Mr. Chairman and Fellow-Dele­

gates:—We are pleased to meet .with 
you again in convention, and to give 
an account of our stewardship.

The year just passed has been a 
very active and encouraging one in 
the missionary field. The cause of or­
ganization is growing in favor with 
the people each year.

Many Important questions are agl- 
tating the minds of tlie Spiritualists 
of this country, prominent among 
which are tbe questions of the best 
methods of advancement of our move- 

“ meat; how to find the true in Spirit- 
ualisui and how to eliminate the false 
or untrue that has been laid upon it.

Our good people are aroused and a 
genuine as well as a spiritual medium­
ship Is demanded everywhere through­

- out the laud. .
- The demand also for a better edu­

cated ministry in Spiritualism is in­
creasing in our ranks.

Our people are becoming more and 
more favorably impressed with the 
good work of the Morris Pratt Insti­
tute and are looking hopefully for­
ward to the time when it will be able 
to supply a large number of valuable 
workers fully equiped to fill the all­
Important positions in which they are 
to labor.

; Our cause is in need of many more 
.flood and competent workers. There 

/^are thousands of towns and cities in 
'the United States where a competent 

* Spiritualist minister or medium could 
build up a good, strong society and be 

. well sustained.
' The demand for competent speakers 

and mediums is a healthy one and is 
being gradually though slowly sup­
plied. Tens of thousands of people in 
this country are anxious for the 

^ teachings and proof of the truths of

Number of. Meetings,
During the year we held 

Ings and seances, in 44 
places; reorganized and

Etc.
262 meet- 

different 
organized

and chartered 14 societies, including 
one state association, and labored in 
14 different states, viz.: Minnesota, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, . Indiana, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, 
West Virginia, Ohio, lillinofs, Mis­
souri, New. York, Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Canada.

We held meetings in Alliance and 
Ashley, Ohio; Detroit, Pontiac, Fel­
ton, Battle Creek, Chesaning, Has­
lett and Saginaw, Mich.; Allegheny, 
Smithton, Pittsburg and Lancaster, 
Pa.; Washington, D. C.; Parkersburg, 
West Va,; Versailles and Lafayette, 
Indiana; Farmer City, Decatur, Ma­
comb and Beardstown, • Ill.; White­
water, Wis.; Minneapolis, Long Lake 
and Faribault, Minn.; Northwood, 
Clear Lake, Mason City, Edgewood, 
Clinton, Hayesville and Belmond, la.; 
St. Louis and Millersville, Mo.; Moun­
tain Park, Okla.; Delphos, Winfield, 
Sterling and Hutchinson, Kans., and 
Windsor, Canada. ■ ,

We also attended the N. S. A. con­
vention at Minneapolis, and took an 
active part in the Michigan State' Spir-

.spiritualism, and many are unable to 
obtain them because of the lack of 
competent workers.

Many have tried to learn and have 
fallen into the hands of incompetent 
self-appointed speakers and mediums, 
and have turned away in sorrow and 
disgust.

A grave responsibility rests with 
all Dub Spiritualists; ■ they should 
come to the front and lend a helping 
band in sustaining and upholding our 
National, state and local organiza­
tions in their work of providing the 
public with competent and worthy 
mediums, ministers and teachers.

Wc must see to it that the wants of 
these tlidlisands of earnest inquirers 
are supplied with tho true in Spirit­
ualism and that our cause becomes 
free from the suspicion that has been 
cast upon it by some of its self-lm- 
posed teachers as well as by'the ig­
norance of the unqualified investiga­
tors. _

.. We always recommend the home 
'•circle for the enlightenment of the in­

vestigator and the development of me­
diumship.

Camp-Meetings.
We filled camp-meeting ongage- 

ments at the following named places: 
Haslett Park, Mich.; Clinton, Iowa;

• Delphos and Winfield, Kans., and 
Mountain Park. OlGahoma, where we 
met several, new workers! One by one 

.. the old workers are passing to the

pur arisen Brother Munger;W.thus 
far carried out. ' . '

The Spiritualists of Mapom^ / now 
own'thte beautiful temple free, fro® 
encumbrance, and are organized Into 
a wording society under the charter 
from the Illinois State Spiritualists 
Association.

Mr. Munger left a legacy to help 
support this church. He willed this so­
ciety the use of 160 acres'of land for 
the term of twenty-one years; tlie so­
ciety to come into possession of the 
legacy at the death' of Mr. Munger’s 
son. - '

It is a fine farm and its estimated 
rental value is from $1,000 to $1,200 
per year. If it rents for $1,000. per

Re^rt of tte^ on the President’s
; Import

To Officers and Members of National 1 ters relating thereto shall be referred 
Spiritualists Association in Conven- | to that special committee. • 
lion Assembled:—-Your &midUtee to Morris Pratt Institute.—The stnte- 
whom was referred the president's re- ments to be found in .the president's 
port for the year la?t past, beg leave . report to the effect that no educated 
to submit the •following report: I speakers or mediums are to be found

Tlie Year's Work.—Your committee I in the ranks of Spiritualism, in the 
notice with pleasure and approval'the opinion of your committee should be 
encouraging review of, amount and I modified. Many such are to be 
character of the work accomplished I found among our people bravely bat­
in the general field or Spiritualistic tllng for the truth, but we heartily 
effort and the attention given .to the I concur in the suggestion that a more 
-----  .------------------2,,; ?_ I senerai recognition should be given to

year for 21 years the $21,000 will be
a great help to the Spiritualists and _ _
the cause. It will pay the expense I same by numerous writers, and speak- I general recognition should be given to 
of keeping a good speaker in Macomb ers allied with kindred",' movements, I tbe demand for a thoroughly educated 
for 21 years, as well as the attention 'given the ministry and mediumship. "

It is very doubtful whether the I same by the popular periodicals and I Lyceum Work.—The value of ly- 
Spiritualists would have gained , pos- ] other publications of the day. ceum work cannot be questioned and
session of the Macomb church if your Your committee suggests your ap- I our sympathy and co-operation are 
missionaries had not gone there and I proval of the statements pet forth un- I cheerfully given to all earnest ly- 
pushed the matter to a successful I der this heading, but rec'ommeud that I ceum workers. As all matters per- 
settleinent. Missionary work is of the the closing paragraph be amended so I tainlng to this subject will be pre- 
greatest value to our organization I as to read as follows: . ,"' ' I seated in due form by our lyceum su-
and the advancement of our cause. "The call on the"part of the schol- perintendent,-J. W. Ring, you are re-

Many things are done by the mis- are of Europe for the past! twelve I spectfully referred to his report for 
sionaries for the good of Spiritualism months for medluinp .for the purpose I further Information.
that are not published. , ' of special Investigation sprely shows Mass Meetings.—All matters per­

Great crowds attended our meet- I the trend of the tijnea and, reflects I tainlng to this subject referred to by 
। Ings at Macomb, sometimes twice or I credit upon mediumship' and. Spirit- I the National President are approved 
three times as many were on the out- ualism." 7j V ; by your committee and we recommend
side as there were on the inside of I Psychic Research;—Yoqr committee that the same be adopted by this con- 
the church, but with windows and heartily concur in the' statement of vention.
doors open all eotild hear. The news- facts set (orth under tbq, above head- Half Rates,—As the term "Half 
papers and the people treated us with I Ing and recommend its'endorsement Rates” is only another name for spe- 
kindness and respect. by this convention. 7 1 cfal privilege, your committee advise

Missionary Work.—Your committee that all prqper effort be made looking 
| ’ I reccommend that the subject . of all to the discontinuance of this system,

Lack of places to hold meetings is mjestonary efforts be referred to the and when this effort can be made to 
a great hindrance to the advancement I committee appointed to consider that apply to other societies of like nature, 
of our cause. ■ ,. special line. ' . it is the opinion of your committee

I We have been unable to visit many Editor-nt-Lurge.—The.' statements that all Spiritualists will cheerfully
places where our services were want- gej forth ja the president’s report, comply with the same. ,

j ed, because no suitable place could be I giving a brief review of the valuable I The Railroads.—-We are glad to 
| secured in which to hold our meet- worh accomplished by the able Ed- learn of the amicable relations exlst-

. Spiritualists should have more itor-at-Large, are heartily concurred ing between the various railroad com-

itualists mid-winter meeting held at 
Detroit. The latter, like the former, 
was a grand success in every respect, , ,-----  
and proved to be of great benefit to n88'---- - ,,^.2,,.,.;—.^..— . --------- - — — .-,.— ....------------
our cause and the cause of organiza- temples and halls of their own. ‘ In jn by this committee, and recommend I panics and the National Spiritualists
tlon. ■ many places the Spiritualists are as their endorsement by this convention. Association. We believe a clearer un-

Fniiine aumerous as-tlie members of some of Local Societies.—Your committee demanding of the merits of our work 
Financial Report for flic Year Ending the smaller denominations of Chris- concur ln the opinion of the National by the business world will eventually

September v0, 1000. tians. They are just as good finan- president as to the causes and lack of I lead to a complete recognition of our
Expenses,, ,, ,-. ... ............. $2,105.43 Tiers. They have just as much money I efficiency of many of our local socle- interests as are not accorded to other
Receipts.. .. .. . ................. 1,463.98 aud can build temples in many places ties, and deeply deplpre the condl- bodies of like nature and purpose.

■ ■' —---- — just as well as these Christians can Gons thus existing, and your commit- I Reorganization pf Societies.—Your
$ 641.45 I build churches, if they will set them- I teb are of the opinion that the earnest committee does not endorse the tbe-

-selves about it. , , , , workers in the cause of Spiritualism pry or plan of secret organizations as
orate associations. As Spiritualists we are beginning to ,„ the varl0UB idealities must in the a method of propaganda in tbe cause

While attending the Mountain Park see that we must have our own tern- main be depended upon to remedy the of Spiritualism; such methods being 
------------------------------I avi]s complained of. ' Incompatible with the philosophy of 

• State Associations.—For. the pur- Spiritualism or our declaration of 
pose of strengthening tlie , various principles.

I late associations and local assocla- I 1'ostofllce Missions.—Your commit-

camp-meeting, we organized the Okla- .pies and meeting-places. This is 
homa State. Spiritualists Association I shown in the fact that we are buying i 
and chartered it with tho.N. S. A. It churches of the Christians in different 
is weir organized and has a splendid I parts of the country. .
field for missionary work. Last spring, . within about one

Its officers are composed of some of I month’s time we held meetings in- 
the best meh and women among the I four different Spiritualist churches 
sturdy pioneers of that country, and and one Spiritualist collegb'. All of

existing between the various members, 
of, the official board of the N. S.A. Is a 
matter that receives our hearty Appre­
ciation and your committee is confi­
dent that this appreciation is shared 
in a large measure liy this delegate 
convention.’ ' . . .

Outlook.—We share with the na­
tional president tho encouraging out­
look of the future of the cause of 
Spiritualism, and believe' that under 
the benign influence of the risen and 
illuminated souls who have crossed 
the border land, together with tbe 
earnest and hearty co-operation of all 
lovers of the truth, as it is in Spiritual­
ism now marshalling for ■ action In 
every portion of the civilized world, 
our cause is destined to conquer so- 
called evil and place humanity upon 
the highest spiritual level attainable 
and )ts high destiny made secure for 
all coming time.

Conclusion.—In conclusion, we de-, 
sire to say that we regret that our 
president lias been too strongly Influ­
enced by the unfavorable conditions 
which prevail In some localities, and 
not brought into a sufficient promi­
nence those encouraging evidences of 
the solid and wholesome progress 
which has beeil made. Your commit­
tee believes that many things have 
occurred and many things have been 
done to give us genuine cause for 
gratification and rejoicing. Many of 
the state bodies are now established 
upon a flrm and more business-like 
basis than ever before and are becom­
ing powerful aids to the N. S. A., and 
among the local societies there Is a 
marked tendency to a higher, concep­
tion of the mission of Spiritualism. 
Men and women of refined tastes and 
strong worthy character are coming 
to the front in our cause and winning 
for it the respect of the communities 
in which they live.

Leaders of religious thought are 
seeking to know more of our teach­
ings and manifestations and not infre­
quently during tlie past few years 
have distinguished churchmen made 
heretical declarations in harmony 
with our doctrines, evidently influ­
enced by a test of our'claims. Even

therance of the private ends of an in* 
dividual. Respectfully submitted, 

GEO. B. HOLBERT, 
WILL J. ERW00D,

; FLORENCE N. HIBNER, 
' LAURA M. JONES,

T. GRIMSHAW.

Have You Read
OUR

BOOK
OFFER ?

Truly, the world has NEVER SEEN ' 
the like before. Search the annals of . 
history, ANCIENT AND MODERN; 
critically examine the history of Spirit­
ualism; look here and there, in every 
nook and corner of the world, and you 
CANNOT find a parallel to the offer ■ 
made in reference to these THIRTEEN 
remarkable PREMIUM BOOKS. They 
constitute a wonderfully valuable Spir­
itualistic and Occult LIBRARY, and 
are furnished at a nominal sum. All 
are substantially bound and neatly 
printed, and those who purchase then 
are DELIGHTED WITH THEM.

We have now THIRTEEN magnifi­
cent PREMIUM BOOKS which you 
can select from.

GEMS OF THOUGHT, by SEVEN­
TEEN leading authors, is our last 
Premium Book.

Any one of Die Thirteen Premium 
Books you may order, price 25 cents. 
Tills Is the price, remember, when you 
order only one book in connection with 
a yearly subscription. The paper, one 
year, and one Premium Book, $1.25. 
But if you order more than one Pre­
mium Book tlie price is as follows:

Any two of the Thirteen Premium 
Books you may order, price 70 cents.

Any three of tlie Thirteen Premium 
Books you may orders price $1.10.

Any four of the Thirteen Premium

the Pope of Rome In the Interest ot 
truth has recently refused to con­
demn the work of his physician, Dr. 
Lapponi, on Hypnotism and Spiritual­
ism, a work which recognizes the tacts 
on which our cause is established.

All of which is fraternally submit­
ted and duly signed.

J. S. MAXWELL,
C. D. PRUDEN,
MRS. R. S. LILLIE, 
CARRIE E. S. TW1NG, 
MRS. SOPHIA B. SE1P, 

■ Committee.

Books you
Any live

Booles you
Any six

Books you

may order, price $1.50. 
of tlie Thirteen Premium 
may order, price $1.75.
of tlie Thirteen PremiumRate associations and /local associa- 

ions now inoperative,. or. jn a weak- 
• tod and ineffective rondtUon..  it is 

recommended by your qonimittee that 
.luring the comipg year ’. hiKsiunarles 
employed by the National Spiritual­
ists’ Association be directed to pay 
especial attention to thls^lpss of state 
associations, and local; associations, 

1 ind if possible, to continue such ef- 
■ >rts until the evils complained of are

1 removed. . . , • ., - , .. .
Cemp-Meeetiiigs.—The report 

: he president with reference to the

_ may order, price $2.05.
Any seven of the Thirteen Premiumtee concurs in the suggestions of the 

president and recommends the adop­
tion of the same by this convention.

A Publishing House.—Subject mat­
ter of this heading is of deep interest 
to your committee. As this subject is 
closely allied with the matter coming 
under the class,of work involved in 
the publishing of'the History of Spir­
itualism, etc., your committee recom­
mend that this be placed in the hands 
of the person selected to perform the 

I duties mentioned in the recommenda­
tions previously made with reference 
to the same.

Counterfeit Mediumship.—The sug­
gestions embodied in the report of the 
president were carefully considered by 

I your committee, and we recommend 
that this convention endorse the ac­
tion taken by tlie National board in 
recalling the charterof the State Spir­
itualists Association of Iowa. We 

I also concur with tne suggestion that 
I all possible assistance be given to the 
I Hawkeye State Spiritualists Associa- 
I tlon recently organized in the state of 

Iowa. It is also recommended by your 
committee that a continued/uncondi- 
tlpiial and uncompromising opposition 

I be raised against all forms of dishon- 
I esty perpetrated in the name andjin-, 

der the guise of Spiritualism, but in 
the performance of these duties, we 
advise that the utmost care be taken 

I to protect all honest workers in our 
ranks to the end that no injustice be 

I done to these noble message bearers 
of the spirit world. Ypur committee

Then in February last he engaged I It is a source of great satisfaction to I features upon this subject have been I organization con t^rowOaround15these 
your missionaries to come to Macomb I learn of the good work of the state I referred to a special committee, this faithf^ sensitives be cheerfully and 
on April 21 and hold meetings daily missionaries, and to know that every committee recommends1 that all mat- g|ven them 
for two weeks. In the meantime we state as soon as it becomes ■ strong ■ ' ’ ' ., . Federation of l iberal Reiiirinns__
were to organize a Spiritualist society enough in its organization appoints its | K$$S$7$$S$4S$*»$«$$«$S$$$7$W$3^^ your COmmittee concurs in the sue 
and dedicate the new church. missionaries and sets them at work. _ Ar ■ „ ' Lstions^detov the

We were shocked one day by read- The National missionaries are con- I’11^ ^}J1*tnenJ ?a they may k® suhiect and advise that r 
ing a notice In The Progressive stantly receiving calls from states wW^ distributed. , . | this subject and advise that present
Thinker of- the death of Brother that are organized as well as from I A committee might be appointed to
Munger. He died in. a hospital after states that have no state organization,' I receive matter for these leaflets, to
an operation. ■ , 7 I but the calls from the states that are arrange it in proper form and then

We immediately wrote the only I organized number many more than I present it to the incoming board for
Spiritualists of Macomb ' whose ad- those from the unorganized states, its approval and publication,
dresses we possessed. The time for | This shows that when a state be-1 
our going there was close at hand and comes organized It at once realizes the | 
after a reasonable time, hot receiving necessity for missionary work 
a reply to our letters and becoming proceeds to arrange for it. 
uneasy, we wrote the postmaster at I The reports of. the National

it they build up and develop their these Were paid for but one church, 
new State Spiritualists Association as and that one is secure in the hands of 
they have developed their .beautiful the society that owns it. .
country, we shall doubtless soon see a [ We are hopeful that the commit­
strong auxiliary to the N, S. A. . in tee on "Temple Fund” that was ap- 
Oklahoma. pointed by our convention last year

Our state associations are growing I may present some good and effective 
stronger and their work is becoming method of raising funds to help weak
more thoroughly systemfzed. 1 societies to build temples of their

Each year shows progress in every own. • ■ . 1
line. State missionaries are at work I A large number of Spiritualists in'
in the states that are organized and I the United States tire too busy making 
in some of them they are kept in tbe I money to pay much attention to the 
.........  This is as it I advancement of the sacred cause of 

Spiritualism. Perhaps some of them

rious camp-meetings, mentioned, is 
proved by your committee and

of 
va- 
ap­
en- 
re-

field the entire year, 
should be.

The-Indiana State Spiritualists As- would be willing to furnish'the N. 8.

dorsement of this, porypn off the 
port be adopted by this convention.

History of Spiritualism.—Your
committee agrees withnthe president

Books you may order, price $2.85.
Any eight of tho Thirteen Premium 

Books you may order, price $2.05.
Any nine of tlie Thirteen Premium 

Books you limy order, price $2.90.
Any ten of the Thirteen Premium 

Books you mny order, price $8.10.
Any eleven of the Thirteen Premium 

Books you may order, price $3.44).
Any twelve of the Thirteen Premium 

Books you may order, price $3.85.
Lastly, all of these THIRTEEN Pre­

mium Rooks here announced are sent 
out, all postage prepaid, for 4.15, 
something never before equalled in 
this country or Europe.

Bear in mind'that every order Cor a 
Premium Book must be accompanied 
with a yearly subscription for- The 
Progressive Thinker, which is $1. We 
repeat that the world has never seen 
the like of it before.
OUR THIRTEEN REMARKABLE

PREMIUM BOOKS FOR $4,15.
The following in the fist of titles of 

the Twelve Premium Books:
1—The Encyclopedia of Death, and 

Lite in the Spirit World, Vol. 1.
2—The Encyclopedia of Death, and 

Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 2.
8—The Encyclopedia ot Death, and 

Lite in tlie Spirit World, Vol. 8._ These 
three volumes have been prepared by. 
J. R. Francis. They contain invaluable 
data.

4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun. 
cane and Super-Mundane Spiritism, by, 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten. '

5—Ghost Land, Spiritualism^ Occult, 
ism, by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.

6—The Next World Interviewed, by 
Mrs. 8. G. Horn, a most remarkable me­
dium.

7—The Occult Lite ot Jesus, by Alox- 
ander Smythe, a medium of rare gilts,

8—A Wanderer in the Spirit Lands. 
Translated by A. Farnese, a wonderful 
English medium.

8—The Religion of Man and Ethics of 
Science, by Hudson Tuttle.

10—Seers of the Ages, or Spiritualism 
Past and Present, by Dr. J. M. Peebles.

11—The Great Debate Between Moses 
Hull and W. F. Jamieson.

12—Letters from ths Spirit World, 
written through the mediumship of 
Carlyle Petersllea.

13—Gems of Thought, by SEVEN­
TEEN leading authors, is our last Pre­
mium Book.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MIS- 
SIONARIE8’ REPORTS.

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Fourteenth Annual Convention of the 
National Spiritualists Association: — 
Your committee, appointed to examine 
and report on the reports of the mis­
sionaries of the association, submit 
the following report:

We note with pleasure the enthusi­
asm exhibited by all of our missiona­
ries in the field, and feel that the 
hearty thanks of the association 
should be tendered them for their un­
selfish devotion to the Cause.

We regret, however, to note in the 
several reports, a lack of cohesion in 
the work done by the several mission­
aries,- and the lack-of interest appar­
ently shown by Spiritualists at large 
with reference to this most Important 
subject. We believe with President 
Barrett that an entire revision of our 
missionary methods should bo adopted 
by.the association, and would recom­
mend the following:

That the Association appoint only 
one missionary at large, whose duty it 
shall be to visit such points of the 
country as may require hls services 
and such points as he may be directed 
to visit by the National board. That 
in lieu of other general missionaries, 
the association appoint such worthy 
workers are are now filling appoint­
ments in the various localities of the 
United States, where their entire ser­
vice is not required, and that these 
workers be authorized and empowered 
by the Association to form circuits im­
mediately adjoining their respective 
localities and to visit the various 
points in these circuits regularly, the 
association to assist In bearing the 
necessary expenses incidental to 
such missionary work and the salary 
to be received by said workers.

. We call attention especially to the 
fact that there are now many worthy 
workers in the Cause of Spiritualism 
who are without appointment on the 
one hand, while on the other hand, 
there are many societies where great 
enthusiasm prevails^ but which are so 
small tn numbers that they do not feel 
they can bear the expense of a perma­
nent leader.

Our recommendation is further 
caused by the belief that greater con­
centration of effort should be made by 
the National Organization, an effort 
looking to the increase of membership

as' to the amount and .value of - the 
I. work accomplished by0;this .-depart­
meat of effort. It is the opinion of 
your committee, however, that the 

.best Interests of our cause wllkbe pro- 
I moted .by combining the, oflice;of Ed- \ 
\ itor-at-Large, Mlsaionaryrat-Large and

■ 1 , - , that of .Historian in one, and. placing
The Macomb Spiritualists Church. Places to hold their meetings when-1 ^e same in the hands/of oneuperson 
Last“winter Mr. J. D. Munger of Xconleat^ dted^ ^for ^,BMVto“ ren'

Macomb, Illinois, built a nice little ™ , derea. - ,. -.. jw;! ..rto^ s..t».w.
church In that place. It has a seating Missionary Work. I Legal Battles.—IMsarecommended
capacity for about 250 persons. Mr, I Missionary work is very much I by your, committee that' all matters 
Munger seated it with opera chairs, needed In every part of the country, under this heading be, referred to the 
arranged for heating, lighting, etc., in | Within the last year we have received incoming board with instructions to 
fact he completed it. in every detail letters from people living in many I investigate thoroughly-the status of 
and made it ready for use. He then I different states of tbe Union asking I each case; consult competent legal au- 
deeded it to a friend, Mr. Fred Rex- for our services and requesting that we I thorlty, and if deemed advisable, ren- 
roat, In trust for a Spiritualist so- I let them know if we come anywhere der all necessary assistance.
ciety, when one should be organized. I near them. I Definition' of Terms'.—-As Important

sociation which we.   __ . organized less A. with money to loan to weak socle-
than three years ago, has a missionary ties at a low rate of Interest to be
engaged by the year. This shows used.in building temples and churches,
what may be done. With proper Security could be furnished by mort-
management every state association gages on the temples, and societies 
may keep a missionary constantly in could pay interest easier than they 
the field. . could pay rent, and they would have

- higher life and their loss is greatly ' 
felt by those left behind. However, ' 
we are encouraged by the fact that 

. many new ones are coming to the 
front to fill their places.

At Haslett Park we found Miss 
Emma Gibbs, a young and gifted 
worker of Grand Rapids, Mich., who 
was acting as chairman of the camp­
meeting, She has-been serving a so- 
clety in her home town for the past 
two or three years.

At Clinton, Iowa, Mrs. Emma R. 
~ Abbott, a graduate of the Morris 

' Pratt Institute, was holding classes In 
elocution and physical culture and 
had charge of a large children’s ly­
ceum. Her work was highly appreci­
ated.

Wo also met Mrs. Christine Cooper 
and her son at this place, both of 
whom are graduates of the Morris 
Pratt Institute. Mrs. Cooper Is an 
efficient officer of the Clinton camp­
meeting, and Eugene is a teacher in 
a business college, which position he 

: says, Is to be credited to his having 
attended the Morris Pratt School. His 
talks in the conferences showed his 
ability as a thinker and a speaker, 
and were a source of gratification to 
his many friends.

We also met Mrs. Alice Barry at 
Clinton. She filled the rostrum 
while we were at camp, giving a beau­

- tiful discourse. -She has charge of 
the Clinton society.

At the Delphos camp-meeting we 
met Mrs. Bessie Bellman and Mrs. 
Josephine Brewer, both of whom were 
filling engagements there as speak­
ers. All of these new workers are cul­
tured and refined and are honoring 
the positions to which they are called.

There are hundreds more in our 
great country who are coming to the 
front to take the places of those who 
are passing away and to fill places 
for themselves.j This is encouraging, 
but Spiritualists should hasten to or- 
ganlze societies, making them perma­
nent by chartering them with the 
state and National Associations, so as 
to encourage our workers and more 
fully utilize the gifts of the newly de­
veloped speakers and mediums, that 
our cause may be advanced and the 
hungry multitudes may be fed.

At Mountain Park (Okla.) camp­
meeting—the first one ever held in 
the state—the people of the town 
■were quite conspicuous by their ab­
sence at first, but by the persuasive 
genius and sound logic of Brother 
John W. Ring, and the spiritual teach­
ings of Sirs. Alice K. Baker, they had 

, begun- to show themselves when we 
arrived; and the .weather having im­
proved, the latter part of the meeting

Macomb, asking for information. I sionarles for the last six

was attended, by nearly everyone in 
town. Many people heard the ’mes­
sage of Spiritualism for the first-time. 
Between thirty and forty people ^ame 
together, traveling eighty, ninety and 
some.one hundred miles on purpose 
to attend the meetings and assist in 
the work of organizing the Oklahoma 
State Spiritualists Association. They 
came mostly in covered wagons. The 
quality of the-work done by ■ our 
speakers and mediums at all of these 
camps gave evidence of the fact that 
we are making for a. more spiritual 
Spiritualism. Mr. Barrett’s good 
work in Oklahoma was a great help in 
the organizing of the state associa- 
tlon. '• ' ■ ■ ■• . .. ■

The officers and managers of these 
camp-meetings are earnest, self- 

। sacrificing Spiritualists, who labor un- 
^ ceasingly and without. compensation

methods be continued.
The Latest Word of Spiritualism.— 

This committee endorses the presi­
dent’s report under this heading and 
recommends continued effort until the' 

. . । desired purpose is,accomplished. .,
, . Clergy Rates., I Our Conventions.—Your committee

Through the kindness ahd courtesy I agrees to the suggestion made by the 
of the Central Passenger Association president, and recommends that our 
and_the Western Clergy Bureau, we I next annual convention be continued- 
have been permitted to travel-on cler-1 through five consecutive days instead 
gy half-fare permits. ; This has been 1 of four. • 
a help to Spiritualists and weak so- Necrology.—Your committee rec-
cieties who were not able to pay our ommends that this matter be referred 

" I full fare. We fully appreciate this I to the committee on resolutions.
I favor and are certain that the Spirit- I Platform Suggestions.—This com- 

tbe- ualftts of the country are also thank- I mittee 1b of the opinion that the sug- 
we ful for the same, gestions herein made should be re­

a Y I ferred to the committee on resolu-
The Spiritualist Press.. tions and appropriate action taken

• I T'R/x Gnlvftiioliat rwAr»c» hoa aVinwn I tllgrgQU, ■

Finance.—All of this subject matter 
should be referred to the committee 
on finance, ways and means, and this 
committee so recommends.

and

mis­
years

Soon after this we wrote a letter and I teaches an object lesson and proves
addressed it, “To Any Leading Spirit- that the more missionary work that is 
ualist of Macomb, Ill.” About that done the better for our cause.
time we received a discouraging let­
ter from the son of Mr. Munger, who 
is the administrator of his father's es- , „ „ . - . , , -
tate. He gave us the name of Mr. I ^- ®' 'Y. are doing a good work; 
Fred Rexroat, the trustee in whose see the Bond resulting from their 
hands the deed to .the church was 1 eulation in different parts of 
placed. We at once wrote him but I country.
before we received his reply there w? would recommend that uns I :'aor7;--and aii other articles have 
came an answer to our letter ad- co“ye“«on cons der the question of
Se<1 t0, :,‘Any Leading Spiritualist Po ^g ml ^ ^®£ p%S^

L ..naS =’ enco“r^tnB eenera y accented beHefs of the F9^ Banner of Light / and Occi-
L a t c ComekWoi8?a 1 e« Snlritualists and enlightening the nub dental Mystic have ■ always . extended pect you to be here on the 21st.” It spiritualists ana enlightening tne pub- frpe.n<>Q Of their columns to heln

was the .old cry Of the spirit "man” He regarding the good work ot our the free, us-of tbeir
that in a vision appeared to Paul in organization. This is very important, &T^a ®
the night, and prayed him ''Come as erroneous statements regarding the I
over into Macedonia and help us.” beliefs of Spiritualists are in circula-1 
Another letter from a good Spiritualist I tion all over the land. . I 
read as follows: “Pay no attention to I We are often asked "What do Spir- 
any letters notifying you not to come itualists believe regarding JesusChrist, I 
here. We have had opposition from I the bible, rewards and punishments, I 
the first. If you ever did anything I God and’the devil?” etc. Of course I 
for the 'cause of Spiritualism, do it I our workers are constantly enlighten- 
for Macomb, and we, with our de- ing those who attend our. meetings, 
parted brother, J. D. Munger, will feel I and our splendid Spiritualist nowspa­
grateful." . ■ ' _ pers and periodicals are doing the

■ Leaflets.' .
The large leaflets sent out by

SIX HISTORIC AMERICANS.

im
The Spiritualist press has , shown 

this your missionaries every kindness.. Our

this great favor and so dp the Spirlt-

in communities where SplrltuaHsi 
has already a foothold, rather than

A Book That Every American Free­
thinker Will Delight to Own.

Other letters followed and on April name,,but if these little leaflets were 
21, we reached Macomb. We soon circulated freely they would fall Into

| ualists who read these papers.
Our Co-Workers; ’

I To our co-workers throughout the 
entire country we wish,to extend our 
sincere sympathy and,good .will, We 
well know, the sacrifices necessary to 
the success of a ' society., We \ also 
know what the Itinerant ' .workers 
must endure in' tlie strenuous labors

I incident to their ministry. r.
Wherever we have peen called to 

labor, we have'been,.kindly^,assisted

by promiscuous solicitation and labpr 
through vast stretches of territory 
where little, if any, interest is shown. 
In this connection let us suggest that 
it would be well, in our opinion, for 
the National Association to work in 
co-operation with the various state 
associations with reference to the ap­
pointment of these missionaries and 
the support to be furnished them, and 
your committee earnestly recom­
mend that the subject be given fur­
ther, consideration by the convention 
and such action taken as well indicate 
to our National officers the course 
that we desire to be pursued along 
this line.

It Is our belief that he who organ­
izes a local Spiritualist society should 
keep in constant touch with his organ­
ization, sufficiently, at least, to con­
tinue the personal influence that led to 
its organization; ' •
7 In conclusion, we do not wish to 
have bur report taken in the sense of 
criticism by any of the workers in the 
field. It has not been the purpose of 
the committee to . criticise, but to rec­
ommend such, course of action as in 
their judgment would, lead to an ad­
vancement, of the cause, and the crit- 
Iclsm offered has been for the pur­
pose of showing by contrast the good 
that might be accomplished by pursu­
ing a different course of action. We 
believe that every missionary that 
has given an hour to the cause of. 
Spiritualism In the United States 
during the last year, Is entitled.to the 
hearty appreciation of every true 
Spiritualist, and, as a committee ap­
pointed by your organization, we ten­
der to them our most sincere thanks.

A number of applications have been 
submitted to us, 'looking to the ap­
pointment of the applicant for posi­
tion as missionary of the association. 
Your committee does not feel that 
these applications are within the prov­
ince of the committee, hence we have 
taken no action regarding ahy of 
them. We believe that the National 
Association should, where worthy ap­
plicants appear, provide generously 
for such missionaries, but that their 
action should be taken only after a 
most thorough and rigid examination 
of the character and standing of the 
applicants, so that the name of our or- 
affixation may not be used In the fur-

By John E. Remsburg.

The work consists of two parts, 
“The Fathers of Our Republic," and 
"The Saviors oTOur Republic.” In 
regard to Paine’s religious views, Mr. 
Remsburg establishes the negative of 
the following (1) Was Paine an Athe­
ist? (2)Was he a Christian? (3) 
Did he recant? Page after page of 
the most radical • freethought senti­
ments are culled from the correspond­
ence and other writings of Franklin 
and Jefferson, which show that these 
men were as pronounced in the rejec­
tion of Christianity as Paine and In­
gersoll. That '"ashington was not a 
Christian ndi-x. believer in Christian­
ity. In support of Lincoln's infidelity 
he has collected the testimony of more 
than one hundred witnesses.

The book is handsomely bound in

Executive Session.—The opinion of 
your committee that all matters in­
volving any question of dishonesty on 
the part of individual societies of this 
association, either local .or state, all 
such subjects for discussion shall be 
taken up in executive session. ,

Endowments.-—This entire subject 
should also be referred in the judg­
ment, of your committee to the com­
mittee on finance, ways and means.

Amendments. —Your committee 
concur with the principle Involved in 
the amendemnt suggested by the Na­
tional president and recommend that 
the amendment now pending be so 
amended as to conform.to the presi­
dent’s suggestion and provided that 
such amendment shall take effect im­
mediately after the close of this con­
vention. : •'■ - . ‘ '

Evening Sessions.—We believe the 
selection of speakers, and mediums for 
our evening sessions should be’ left 
fully in the hands of the National 
board, acting under the constitution 
and by-laws. ;

Spiritualist Press.—This subject 
should be referred to the committee 
on resolutions. . '

New Thought Convention.—This 
committee agrees to the suggestion 
that four fraternal delegates be se­
lected to attend the coming New 
Thought Convention, but we are of 
the opinion that no expense to the Na­
tional Association should accrue from 
this action.'

Board of Trustees.—The statements 
of the president set forth in this para­
graph are heartily concurred in by 
your committee, and we advise a con­
tinuance of like effort along the lines 
Indicated. 7

Home Office.—The endorsement of 
the home office in the president’s re­
port is cheerfully endorsed by this 
committee. • . ■ .

President’s Office.—/Your committee 
'ecognizes the value and efficiency of 
the services rendered in an official ca­
pacity by the national president, and 
■ocommend the endorsement ot the 
ame by this convention, ■

Persons!.—The bond of sympathy

learned that there were no funds to i the hands of thousands who never 
pay the expenses of the meetings see a Spiritualist publication dr at- 
there, but .that .the Spiritualists, tend - a Spiritualist meeting, a ' 
though they , were poor, would do all If we had such leaflets that we 
they could to help defray the ex- could hand out or mail in our corre- 
pense Of the meetings, all Of Which spondence, the public WOUld learn . nr nnr mis-
they faithfully carried out; though not that false reports regarding Spiritual- Binary nllgiimace we have sustained SLrUS11' WaS raiBed t0 ^ ^ 1^ and?^lr hbeUefS ^ in?irfUla’ be“TinPd^
exP®Me8' tion and the beauty and naturalness memher of tho N 8 A " board withThere was great opposition to our df our philosophy would appeal to “e“ ar dj7:^ 
coming to Macomb, and to the Spirit- many as soon as they were apprised of standing There has' never, been a chur£ Setting I,0SSeSSi°n °f the its teachings •; „ _ - J S^

’ Many people honestly believe that fiarmonv in our relations. '
t ^ ^^ di! a>w n Atting tlle l<ey Spiritualists are all atheists; that they M hundreds ofn letters have 
to the church. We consulted a law- not believe that we must suffer the “ P, nunareas oto letters - nave ver and discussed the nuestinn with- 00 not deueve mai we iuusl tuner me passed between our beloved Secretary, yer, ana uiscussea tne question witn consequences of wrong-doing; that they 
parties concerned in the matter, and are Delievers in divers inconsistent . ' -ar’ Longleyn>ana (your mis did not net nossession of knv to , uelleverB 111 a veis iiicuubibient sionaries, and never aiirippletof inhar-V u P°asesa,b“ or tne Key to and visionary-doctrines, etc., all Of nr nnnlnannntness tmsjnnriparort the church until we promised not to which not being true the nubHc So y or unpleasantness nusrappearea. 
let any other person have.it, and that Xa d be enlightened **er work and influence witte the so^
we would return when the mppHna-s snou . ^^^ I cietles and individual .Spiritualists
were over It was only ten minutes - Spiritualist societies need these throughout this vast Country is sim-before the time set for the* meTtin-to I !eafiets for their members and to be p]y wonderful. She has, the. happy
begin when we got nossession of'the I U8ed ln their lyceums, and they could I faculty of creating harmony, with all
oegin wnen we got possession of the | di8trlbute them to others to advan- her acquaintances and; other corre-

tage. spondents, and has "been of great
The Methodists, Adventists, Mor- value in the important .work of the

mens, Unitarians and other denomina- office she so ably fills. ,- ■
tions are successfully using this To all who have welcomed-Sus . to

society composed of thirty-four mem- I method of teaching the world their I their homes or aided us in our work
bers, and a dav or two later the deed I doctrines, why should we not do like-1 ja any way—and they are many—we 
was made by Mr. Rexroat, the trus- W,B®7 . (hereby extend bur heartfelt thanks,
tee, transferring the title to the trus-I Wc would suggest that if such | May heaven’s choicest blessings be the
tees of the Munger Spiritualists 
Church of Macomb, Ill., the officers of

by speakers and mepium^i alike.
. The kindness . extended n to us 

■ by them is an evidence of their good-. 
1 I nees as well as their. sympathy.; with

our work' and our„- organization.
Throughout all the years of pur mis­

cloth, giving fine portraits of George 
“ ' ’ Franklin.Washington, Benjamin

Thomas Paine, Thomas .
Abraham Lincoln and U. S. Grant;

Jefferson,

also portrait of the author.
This book . contains 365 pages, 

printed on heavy paper, well bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.25. For sale at this 
office.

LIKE’S PROGRESSION.

key, and many were waiting at the 
church door for admission.

We remained in Macomb fifteen 
days,-held fifteen meetings, and after 
five days’ work there we organized a

“There is no death; there are no 
. dead.” ■

V These words stand out on the cover 
.of Edward C. Randall’s new book. 
They are a challenge to the orthodox 
world," and through all of its pages 
runs this challenge to those whose 
Ideas of God, of heaven, of hell, of a 
future life are based strictly upon the 
Bible. Yet Mr. Randall believes in 
life hereafter, based on positive knowl­
edge given him from the living 
friends passed to the life beyond. 
Price $1.50. For sale at this office.

ANCIENT PAGAN AND
MODERN CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM.

other than the compensation that 
comes from knowing that they are do­
ing good. Great praise is due to . . ....
thesb faithful and unselfish workers. I the' society that we had organized.

leaflets are printed each one contain | portion or all of these, dear friends, 
matter explaining but 7 tone subject. I ' Respectfully submited,
and of such form, and size as can be I MR. AND MRS. EnW: SPRAGUE, 
put 7 into ordinary-sized envelopes I- . NAS. A. Missionaries
and that societies and workers be sup- | 1082.TrumbuU Ave,*.Detroit; Mich

By Thomas Inman/ M. D. ■ Revised 
and enlarged, with an Essay on Baal
Worship 
Grove.” and

on ’’The Assyrian Sacred

'bird edition,
other allied symbols, 
with two hundred illus-

cated the church, and the wishes ofCause.
They are doing a great work for our I We had the deed recorded., and dedi-

Atos®

e>WMaWW S

Cloth. $1.

have.it


Report of tteGoMittee on the President’sMissionaries’ Report
| Report.

Have Yon Read
Number of. Meetings, Etc.

During the year we held 262 meet-

and

and

S—The Encyclopedia ot Death,

Miss

and

SIX HISTORIC AMERICANS.

A

By John E. Remsburg.

organ-

BenjaminWashington,
Thomas Jefferson,

LIFE'S PROGRESSION.

Cloth. SI

Spiritualists As- 
organized less

Ings and seances, in 44 
places; reorganized and

mis­
years

the- 
we 

efr- 
the

different 
organized

Worship, on 
Grove.” and 
"Third edition,

course 
along

that 
the

.42,106.43

.. 1,463.98

Books
Any 

Books
Any 

Books

Expensee,. , 
Receipts. . .

may order, price $1.50.
of the Thirteen Premium 
may order, price $1.75.
of the Thirteen Premium

Books you
Any five

Books you
Any six

Books you

to our National officers the 
that we desire to be pursued 
this line.

It is our belief that he who

field the entire year, 
should be.

The Indiana State 
sociation which we

ef­
are

Book That Every American Free­
thinker Will Delight to Own.

Of 
va- 
ap­
en- 
re-

1—The Encyclopedia of Death, 
Lite in the Spirit World, Vol. 1.

2—The Encyclopedia of Death, 
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 2.

This is as it

Thomas Paine,

Morris Pratt Institute.—j-The state­
ments to be found in .the president’s

you may order, price $2.05. 
nine of the 'Thirteen Premium 
you may order, price $2.90. 
ten of the Thirteen Premium

necessity for missionary work 
proceeds to arrange for it.

The reports of. the National 
sionaries for the last six

Books yon may order, price $2.35.
Any eight of tho Thirteen Premium

teaches an object lesson and proves 
that the more missionary work that Is 
done the better for our cause.

ANCIENT PAGAN AND 
MODERN CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM.

Financial Report for the Year Eliding 
September 80, 19001

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MIS­
SIONARIES’ REPORTS.

Leaflets.

dorsement of this portion of.the 
port be adopted by this convention.

, Clergy Rates.,

The Spiritualist PresS. .

cloth, giving fine portraits of George 
- ' ' Franklin.

' Missionary Work.
3—The Encyclopedia ot Death, and 

Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 3... These

HSUS

you may order, price $3.10.
Any eleven of the Thirteen Premium

The Macomb Spiritualists Church.

$ 641.45
State Associations.

Our Co-Workers;

To Officers and Members of National i ters relating thereto shall be referred 
Spiritualists Association in Conven-| to that special cpmmlltee, 
lion Assembled:—Youi1 &>mniUteo to ....................... " '
whom was referred the president's re-

3

^A^^ sass

we are encouraged by the fact 
many new ones are coming to 
front to fill their places.

At Haslett Park we found

^^^^^^^^^^^O

Truly, the world has NEVER SEEN

our last
GEMS OF THOUGHT, by SEVEN­

TEEN leading authors, is '

_ may order, price $2.05.
Any seven of the Thirteen Premium

Report of Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Sprague, Missionaries of 
the National Spiritualists Association, for the Year 

Ending September 30, i906. '
Mr. Chairman and Fellow-Dele­

gates:—We are pleased to meet with 
you again in convention, and to give । 
an account of our stewardship. ,

Tho year just passed has been a ( 
very active and encouraging one in ( 
the missionary field.’ The cause of or- 
gnnizatlon is growing in favor with 
the people each year.

Many important questions are agi­
tating the minds of the Spiritualists . 
of tills country, prominent among 
which are tbe questions qf the best 
methods of advancement of our move­
ment; how to. find the true in Spirit­
ualism and how to eliminate the false 
or untrue that has been laid upon it.

Our good people are aroused and a 
genuine as well as a spiritual medium­
ship is demanded everywhere through­
out the land.

- The demand also for a better edu­
cated ministry in Spiritualism is in­
creasing in our ranks. •

Our people are becoming more and 
more favorably impressed with the 
good work of the Morris Pratt Insti­
tute and are looking hopefully for­
ward to the time when it will be able 
to supply a large number of valuable 
workers fully equiped to fill the all­
important positions in which they are 
to labor.

Our cause is In need of many more 
good and competent workers. There 

[are thousands of towns and cities in 
‘the United States where a competent 
Spiritualist minister or medium could 
build up a good, strong society and be 
well sustained.

The demand for competent speakers 
and mediums is a healthy one and Is 
being gradually though slowly sup­
plied. Tens of thousands of people in 
this country are anxious for the 
teachings and proof of tho truths of 

.spiritualism, and many are unable to 
obtain them because of the lack ot 
competent workers.

Many have tried to learn and have 
fallen into tho hands of incompetent 
self-appointed speakers and mediums, 
and have turned away in sorrow and 
disgust.

A grave responsibility rests with 
all trub Spiritualists; they should 
come to the front and lend a helping 
hand in sustaining and upholding our 
National, slate and local organiza­
tions in their work of providing the 
public with competent and worthy 
mediums, ministers and teachers.

We must eee to it that the wants of 
these thousands of earnest inquirers 
are supplied with the true in Spirit­
ualism and that our cause becomes 
free from the suspicion that has been 
cast upon it by some of its self-Im­
posed teachers ns well as by' the ig­
norance of the unqualified investiga­
tors. .

We always recommend the home 
■circle for the enlightenment of the in­
vestigator and the development of me­
diumship.

Camp-Meetings.
We tilled camp-meeting engage­

ments at the following named places: 
Haslett Park, Mich.; Clinton, Iowa; 
Delphos and Winfield, Kans., and 
Mountain Park. Oklahoma, where we 
met several new workers. One by one 
the old workers are passing to the 
higher life and their loss is greatly 
felt by those left behind. However,

and chartered 14 societies, including 
one state association, and .labored in 
14 different states, viz.: Minnesota, 
Iowa, Wisconsin,. Indiana, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, 
West Virginia, Ohio, Illllnois, Mis­
souri, New York, Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Canada.

We held meetings in Alliance and 
Ashley, Ohio; Detroit, Pontiac, Fen­
ton, Battle Creek, Chesaning, Has­
lett and Saginaw, Mich.; Allegheny, 
Smith ton, Pittsburg and Lancaster, 
Pa,; Washington, D. C.; Parkersburg, 
West Va,; Versailles and Lafayette, 
Indiana; Farmer City, Decatur, Ma-

pur arisen Brother Munger were thus 
far carried out. * ■ - J.' ’ . - ■- ■ •■

The Spiritualists of Mecothb now 
own this beautiful temple free' from 
encumbrance, and are organized Into 
a working society under the charter 
froth the Illinois State Spiritualists 
Association,.

Mr, Munger left a legacy to help 
support this church. He willed this so­
ciety the use of 160 acresof laud for 
the term of twenty-one years; the so­
ciety to come into possession of the 
legacy at the death' of Mr, Munger’s 
son.

It Is a fine farm and its estimated 
rental value Is from 31,000 to 31>2OO 
per year. If It rents for 31,000 per 
year for 21 years the 32.1,000 will be 
a great help to the Spiritualists and 
the cause. It will pay the expense 
of keeping a good speaker in Macomb 
for 21 years.

It is very doubtful whether the 
Spiritualists would have gained pos­
session of the Macomb church if your 
missionaries had not gone there and 
pushed the matter to a successful 
settlement. Missionary .work is of the 
greatest value to our organization 
and the advancement of our cause.

Many things are done by the mis­
sionaries for the good of Spiritualism 
that are not published. -

Great crowds attended our meet­
ings at Macomb, sometimes twice or

comb and Beardstown, ■ Ill.; White- three times ns many were on the put- 
water, Wis.; Minneapolis, Long Lake side as there were on the inside of 
and Faribault, Minn.; Northwood, the church, but with windows and 
Clear Lake, Mason City, Edgewood, doors open all cohld hear. The news- 
Clinton, Hayesville and Belmond, la.; I papers and the people treated us with 
St. Louis and Millersville, Mo.; Moun- kindness and respect.' 
tain Park, Okla,; Delphos, Winfield Spiritualist Temples.
Sterling.and Hutchinson, Kans,, and _ , / , ,
Windsor Canada I Lack of places to hold meetings 1b

We also attended the N. S. A. con-1 a great hindrance to the advancement 
of our cause. - s

We have been unable to visit manyvention at Minneapolis, and took an 
active part in the Michigan State' Spir­
itualists mid-winter meeting held at 
Detroit. The latter, like the former, 
was a grand success in every respect, 
and proved to be of great benefit to 
our cause and the cause of organiza­
tion.

While attending tho Mountain Park 
camp-meeting, we organized the Okla­
homa State Spiritualists Association 
and chartered it with tho N. S. A. It 
is well organized and has a splendid 
field for missionary work.

Its officers are composed of some of 
the best man and women among the 
sturdy pioneers of that country, and 
If they build up and develop their 
new State Spiritualists Association as 
they have developed their beautiful 
country, we shall doubtless soon see a 
strong auxiliary to the N. S. A. in 
Oklahoma.

Our state associations are growing 
stronger and their work is becoming 
more thoroughly systemized.

Each year shows progress In every 
line. State missionaries are at work 
in the states that are organized and 
in some of them they are kept in the

than three years ago, has a missionary 
engaged by the year. This shows 
what may be done. With proper | 
management every state association I 
may keep a missionary constantly in 
the field.

Emma Gibbs, a young and gifted 
worker of Grand Rapids, Mich., who 
was acting as chairman of the camp­
meeting. She has-been serving a so­
ciety in her home town for the past 
two or three years.

At Clinton, Iowa, Mrs. Emma R. 
- Abbott, a graduate of the Morris 

Pratt Institute, was holding classes In 
elocution and physical culture and 
had charge of a large children’s ly-
ceum. Her work .was highly appreci­
ated.

We also met Mrs. Christine Cooper 
and her son at this place, both of 
whom are graduates of the Morris 
Pratt Institute. Mrs. Cooper is an 
efficient officer of the Clinton camp­
meeting, and Eugene is a teacher in 
a business college, which position he 
cays, is to be credited to his having 
attended the Morris Pratt School. Hls 
talks in the conferences showed hls 
ability as a thinker and a speaker, 
and were a source of gratification to 
his many friends.

We also met Mrs. Alice Barry at 
Clinton. She filled the rostrum 
while we were at camp, giving a beau­
tiful discourse. -She has charge of 
the Clinton society.

At the Delphos camp-meeting we 
met Mrs. Bessie Bellman and Mre. 
Josephine Brewer, both of whom were 
filling engagements there as speak­
ers. All of these new workers are cul­
tured and refined and are honoring 
the positions to which they are called.

There are hundreds more in our 
great country who are coming to the 
front to take the places of those who 
arc passing away and to fill places 
for themselves.,> This is encouraging, 
but Spiritualists should hasten to or­
ganize societies, making them perma­
nent by chartering them with the 
state and National Associations, so as 
to encourage our workers and more 
fully utilize the gifts of the newly de­
veloped speakers and mediums, that 
our cause may be advanced and the 
hungry multitudes may be fed.

At Mountain Park (Okla.) camp­
meeting—the first one ever held In 
the state—the people of the town 
were quite conspicuous by their ab­
sence at first, but by the persuasive 
genius and sound logic of Brother 
John W. Ring, and the spiritual teach­
ings of Mrs. Alice K. Baker, they had 

, begun, to show themselves when we 
arrived; and the .weather having im­
proved, the latter part of the meeting 
was attended by nearly everyone in 
town. Many people heard the "mes­
sage of Spiritualism for the first-time. 
Between thirty and forty people ^ame 
together, traveling eighty, ninety and 
some , one hundred miles on purpose 
to attend the meetings and assist in 
the work of organizing the Oklahoma 
State Spiritualists Association. They 
came mostly in covered wagons. The 
quality of the-work done by our 
speakers and mediums at nil of these 
camps gave evidence of the fact that 
we are making for a more spiritual 
Spiritualism. Mr. Barrett’s good 
work in Oklahoma was a ’great help in 
the organizing of the state associa­
tion. ' ' ' ’ - .

The officers and managers of these 
camp-meetings are earnest, self­
sacrificing Spiritualists, who labor un­
ceasingly and without compensation 
other, than the compensation that 
comes from knowing that they are do­
ing good. Great praise is due to 
these faithful and unselfish workers. 
They are doing a great work for our 
Cause.

Last winter Mr. J. D. Munger of 
Macomb, Illinois, built a nice little 
church In that place. It has a seating 
capacity for about 250 persons. Mr. 
Munger seated it with opera chairs, 
arranged-for heating, lighting, etc., in 
fact he completed it in every detail 
and made it ready for use. He then 
deeded it to a friend, Mr. Fred Rex- 
roat, in trust for a Spiritualist so­
ciety, when one should be organized.

Then in February last he engaged 
your missionaries to come to Macomb 
on April 21 and hold meetings daily 
for two weeks. In the meantime we 
were to organize a Spiritualist society 
and dedicate tho new church.

We were shocked one day by read­
ing a notice in The Progressive

places where our services were want­
ed, because no suitable place could be 
secured in which to hold our meet­
ings. Spiritualists should have more 
temples and halls of their own. In 

i many places the Spiritualists' are as 
numerous as.the members of some of 
the smaller denominations of Chris­
tians. They are just as good linan- 

I ciers. They have just as much money 
and can build temples in many places 
just as well as these Christians can 
build churches, if they will set them- 

■selves about it.
I Ab Spiritualists we are beginning to 

see that we must have our own tem- 
. pies and meeting-places. This is 
shown in the fact that we are buying 
churches of the Christians in different 
parts of the country.

Last spring, within about one 
month’s time we held meetings in 
four different Spiritualist churches 
and one Spiritualist college. All of 
these were paid for but one church, 
and that one is secure in the hands of 

I the society that owns it.
i We are hopeful that the commlt- 
1 tee on “Temple Fund” that was ap­

pointed by our convention last year 
may present some good and effective 
method of raising funds to help weak 
societies to build temples of their 
own. ।

A large number of Spiritualists in 
the United States are too busy making 
money to pay much attention to the 
advancement of the sacred cause of 
Spiritualism. Perhaps some of them 
would be willing to furnish' the N. S.

I A. with money to loan to weak soclfe- 
ties at a low rate of Interest to be 
used.In building temples and churches. 
Security could be furnished by mort- 

I gages on tbe temples, and societies 
could pay Interest easier than they 
could pay rent, and they would have 
places to hold their meetings when­
ever they wished without having to 
ask consent of anyone. . .

Thinker of the death of Brother 
Munger. He died in a hospital after 
an operation. I

We immediately wrote the only I 
Spiritualists of Macomb whose ad- I 
dresses we possessed. The time for 
our going there was close, at hand and 
after a reasonable time, hot recdiving 
a reply to our letters and becoming 
uneasy, we wrote the postmaster at 
Macomb, asking for information. 
Soon after this we wrote a letter and I 
addressed it, “To Any Leading Spirit- 
uallst of Macomb, Ill." About that 
time we received a discouraging let­
ter from the son of Mr. Munger, who 
is the administrator of his father’s es- I 
tate. He gave us the name of Mr. 
Fred Rexroat, the trustee in whose I 
hands the deed to the church was I 
placed. We at once wrote him but I 
before we received his reply there 
came an answer to our letter ad- I 
dressed to “Any Leading Spiritualist 
of Macomb.” It was an encouraging 
letter and said, “Come: we shall ex­
pect you to be here on the 21st.” It I 
was the old cry of the spirit “man” I 
that in a vision appeared to Paul In I 
the night, and prayed him, "Come 
over into Macedonia and help us.” I 
Another letter from a good Spiritualist I 
read as follows: "Pay no attention to 
any letters notifying you not to come 
here. We have had opposition from I 
the first. If you ever did anything I 
for the cause of Spiritualism, do it 
for Macomb, and we, with our de- I 
parted brother, J. D. Munger, will feel 
grateful.”

Other letters followed and on April 
21, we reached Macomb. We soon I 
learned that there were no funds to 
pay the expenses of the meetings 
there, but that . the Spiritualists, 
though they were poor, would do all 
they could to help defray the ex­
pense of the meetings, all of which 
they faithfully carried out, though not I 
nearly enough, was raised to pay the 
expenses. |

There was great opposition to our 
coming to Macomb, and to the Spirit- I 
ualists getting possession of the I 
church. , I

We were delayed In getting the key I 
to the church. We consulted a law- | 
yer, and discussed the question with I 
parties concerned in the matter, and 
did not get possession of the key to I 
the church until we promised not to I 
let any other person have it, and that I 
we would return it when the meetings I 
were over. It was only ten minutes 
before the time set for the meetiilg to 
begin when we got possession of the 
key, and many were waiting at the 
church door for admission.

We remained in Macomb fifteen 
days, held fifteen meetings, and after I 
five days’ work there we organized a 
society composed of thirty-four mem­
bers, and a day or two later the deed 
was made, by Mr. Rexroat, the trus­
tee, transferring the title to the trus­
tees of the Munger - Spiritualists 
Church of Macomb, Ill., the officers of 
the1 society that we had organized. 
We had the deed recorded, and dedi­
cated the church, and the wishes of

port for the year layt past, beg leave 
to submit the ■following report:

The Year's Work.—Your committee 
notice with pleasure and approval* the 
encouraging review of amount and 
character of the work.’.pecomplished 
in the general field of'Spiritualistic 
effort and the attention1“given-.to the 
same by numerous writers and'speak­
ers allied with kindred.'; movements, 
as well as the attention given the 
same by the popular periodicals and 
other publications of the day.

Your committee suggests your ap­
proval of the statements pej forth un­
der this, heading, but recommend that 
the closing paragraph be amended so 
as to read as follows: ," , .•

"The call on ths part outlie schol­
ars of Europe for the past, twelve 
months for mediums for the purpose 
of special investigation sorely shows 
the trend of the times and .; reflects 
credit upon mediumship aud Spirit­
ualism.” ‘ ’ '

Psychic Research.—Your committee 
heartily concur in thq statement of 
facts set forth under tliq above head­
ing and recommend its endorsement- 
by this convention.' ; '. ,

Missionary Work.—Your committee 
reccommend that the subject of all 
missionary efforts be referred. to the 
committee appointed to consider that 
special line. .' kr;’ ■ . ..

Editor-at-Lurge.—The. ' statements 
set forth In the president’s report, 
giving a brief review of the valuable 
work accomplished by the able Edr 
Itor-at-Large, are heartily.,: concurred 
In by this committee, and recommend 
their endorsement by this convention.

Local Societies.—Your committee 
concur in the opinion of the National 
president as to the causes and lack of 
efficiency of many of our local socie­
ties, and deeply deplore the condi­
tions thus existing, and your commit- 
te6 are of the opinion that the earnest 
workers in the cause of Spiritualism 
in the various localities must In the 
main be depended upon to remedy the 
evils complained of.

■ State Associations.—For the pur­
pose of strengthening the various 
tate associations and local associa- 
ions now inoperative, or. in a weak­

en rm J ineffective condi-jon. it If 
recommended by your committee that 
luring the coming year missionaries 
employed by the National Spiritual­
ists' Association be directed to pay 
■•special attention to this,class of state 
associations, and local; associations,

report to the effect that no educated 
speakers or mediums are to bo found 
in the ranks of Spiritualism, in the 
opinion of your committee, should bo 
modified. Many such are to be 
found among our people bravely bat­
tling. for the truth, but we heartily 
concur in the suggestion that a more 
general recognition should be given to 
the demand for a thoroughly educated 
ministry and mediumship. -

Lyceum Work.—The value of ly­
ceum work cannot be questioned and 
our sympathy and co-operation are 
cheerfully given to all earnest ly- 
oeum workers. As all matters per­
taining to this subject will be pre­
sented in due form by our lyceum su­
perintendent,-J. W. Ring, you are re­
spectfully referred to his report for 
further information. ■

Mass Meetings.—All matters per­
taining to this subject referred to by 
the National President are approved 
by your committee and we recommend 
that the same be adopted by this con-

existing between the various members 
of the official board,of the N. S.A. is a 
matter that receivefl our hearty appre­
ciation and your committee is confi­
dent that this appreciation is shared 
tn a large measure by this delegate 
convention. ' ,

Outlook.—We share with the na­
tional president the encouraging out­
look of the future of the cause of 
Spiritualism, and believe that under 
the benign influence of the risen and 
Illuminated souls who have crossed 
the border land, together with the 
earnest and hearty co-operation of all 
lovers of the truth, as it is in Spiritual­
ism now marshalling for action in 
every portion of the civilized world, 
our cause is destined to conquer so- 
called evil and place humanity upon 
the highest spiritual level attainable 
and |ts high destiny made secure for 
all coming time. :

Conclusion.—In conclusion, wo de-j 
sire to say that we regret that our 
president has been too strongly influ­
enced by the unfavorable conditions 
which prevail in some localities, and 
not brought into a sufficient promi­
nence those encouraging evidences of 
the solid and wholesome progress 
which has beefl made. Your commit­
tee'believes that many things have 
occurred and many things have been 
done to give us genuine cause for 
gratification and rejoicing. Many of

therance of tbe private ends of an in­
dividual. Respectfully submitted, 

GEO. B. HOLBERT, 
WILL J. ERW00D, 
FLORENCE N. HIBNER, 

' ’ LAURA M. JONES,
T. GRIMSHAW.
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ind if possible, to continue such 
>ts until the evils complained of 

removed.
t amp-Meeetings.—The report 

lie president with reference to the 
Jous camp-meetings, mentioned is 
proved by your committee and

Missionary work is very much 
needed in every part of the country. 
Within the last year we have received 
letters from people living in many 
different states of the Union asking 
for our services and requesting thatwe 
let them know if we come anywhere 
near them.

It is a source of great satisfaction to 
learn of the good work of the state 
missionaries, and to know that every 
state as soon as it becomes strong 
enough In its organization appoints its 
missionaries and sets them at work.

The National missionaries are con­
stantly receiving calls from states 
that are organized as well as from 
states that have no state organization, 
but tho calls from the states that are 
organized number many more than 
those from the unorganized states. 
This shows that when a state be­

, comes organized it at once realizes tbe

History of Spiritualism.—Your 
■•onimittee agrees with ..the president 
•s’ to the amount and yalue of the 
work accomplished by.) this. depart­
ment of effort. It is the opinion of 
your committee, however, that the 
best interests pf our cause wllLbe pro­
moted by combining the office;of Ed­
itor-at-Large, Missionaryrat-Large and 
that of Historian in one, and, placing 
the same in the hands,’pf oneeperson 
at a fixed salary far the services ren­
dered. ' I • . M-! .1,«« 'ri; ■; . .

Legal Battles.—It is' recommended 
by your committee that all matters 
under this heading be referred to the 
Incoming board with Instructions to 
investigate thoroughly4he status of 
each case; consult competent legal au­
thority, and if deemed advisable, ren­
der all necessary assistance.

Definition' of Terins.—As important 
features upon this subject have been 
referred to a special committee, this 
committee recommends'that all mat-

plied with them that they may be 
widely distributed. ■

A committee might be appointed to 
receive matter for these leaflets, to 
arrange it In proper form and then 
present it to the Incoming board for 
its approval and publication.

The large leaflets sent out by 
N. S. A. are doing a good work; 
see the good resulting from their 
culation in different parts ot 
country.

Through the kindness and courtesy 
of the Central Passenger Association 
and. the Western Clergy Bureau, we 
have been permitted to travel on cler­
gy half-fare permits. This has been 
a help to Spiritualists and weak so­
cieties who were not able to pay our 
full fare. We fully appreciate this 
favor and are certain that the Spirit­
ualfists of the country are also thank­
ful for the same.

' We would recommend that this 
convention consider the question of 
publishing small leaflets explanatory 
of the teachings of our philosophy and 
the generally accepted beliefs of the 
Spiritualists and enlightening the pub­
lic regarding the good work of our 
organization. This is very important, 
as erroneous statements regarding the 
beliefs of Spiritualists are in circula­
tion all over the land.

We are often asked "What do Spir­
itualists believe regarding JesusChrist, 
the bible, rewards and punishments, 
God and’the devil?’’ etc. Of course 
our workers are constantly enlighten­
ing those who attend our meetings, 
and our splendid Spiritualist newspa­
pers and periodicals are doing the 
same,, but if these little leaflets were 
circulated freely they would fall Into 
the hands of thousands who never 
see a Spiritualist publication or at­
tend a Spiritualist meeting. ■

If we had such leaflets that we 
could hand out or mail in our corre­
spondence, the public would learn 
that false reports regarding Spiritual­
ists and their beliefs are in circula­
tion and the beauty and naturalness 
of our philosophy would appeal to 
many as soon as they were apprised of 
its teachings. • - • e

Many people honestly believe that 
Spiritualists are all atheists; that they 
do not believe that we must suffer the 
consequencesof wrong-doing; that they 
are believers ’ In divers inconsistent 

। and visionary doctrines, etc., all of 
which not being true, the public

I should be enlightened.
I Spiritualist societies heed these 
leaflets for their members and to be 
used in their lyceums, and they could 
distribute them to others to advan­
tage. .

I The Methodists, Adventists, Mor­
mons, Unitarians and other denomina­
tions are successfully using this 
method of teaching the world their

I doctrines, why should we not do llke- 
I wise? . 1 .
I We would suggest that if such 
I leaflets are printed each one contain 

matter explaining but ■ one subject, 
and of such form, and size as can be 
put. into ordinary-sized envelopes 
and that societies and workers be sup-

The Spiritualist press has shown 
your missionaries every kindness. Our 
reports and all other articles have 
been freely published on every occa-

vention. ■ I
Half Rates.—As the term "Half I 

Rates’’ is only another name for spe- i 
cial privilege, your committee advise : 
that all proper effort be made'looking ’ 
to the discontinuance of this system, 1 
and when this effort can he made to i 
apply to other societies of like nature, । 
it Is the opinion of your commutes i 
that all Spiritualists will cheerfully 1 
comply with the same.

The Railroads.—-We are glad to i 
learn of the amicable relations exist­
Ing between the various railroad com­
panies and the National Spiritualists 
Association. We believe a clearer un­
derstanding of the merits of our work 
by the business world will eventually 
lead to a complete recognition of our 
Interests as are not accorded to other 
bodies of like nature and purpose.

Reorganization of Societies.—Your 
committee does not endorse the the­
ory or plan of secret organizations as 
a method of propaganda in the cause 
of Spiritualism; such methods being 
Incompatible with the philosophy of 
Spiritualism or our declaration ot 
principles. '

Fostoflice Missions.—Your commit­
tee concurs in the suggestions of the 
president and recommends the adop­
tion of the same by this convention.

A Publishing House.—Subject mat­
ter of this heading Is of deep interest 
to your committee. As this subject 1b 
closely allied with the matter coming 
under the class of work involved in 
the publishing bf'the History of Spir­
itualism, etc., your committee recom­
mend that this be placed in the hands 
of the person selected to perform the 
duties mentioned in the recommenda­
tions previously made with reference 
to the same.

Counterfeit Mediumship.—The sug­
gestions embodied In the report of the 
president were carefully considered by 
your committee, and we recommend 
that this convention endorse the ac­
tion taken by the National board In 
recalling the charterof the State Spir­
itualists Association of Iowa. We 
also concur with tne suggestion that 
all possible assistance be given to the 
Hawkeye State Spiritualists Associa­
tion recently organized in the state of 
Iowa. It is also recommended by your 
committee that a continued, uncondi­
tional and uncompromising opposition 
be raised against all forms of dishon­
esty perpetrated in the name and jin-, 
der the guise of Spiritualism, but in 
the performance of these duties, v/a 
advise that the utmost care be taken 
to protect all honest workers in our 
ranks to the end that no injustice be 
done to these noble message bearers 
of the spirit world. Y.our committee 
urge that all the safeguards that this 
organization can throw around these 
faithful sensitives be cheerfully and 
fully given them.

Federation of Liberal Religions.— 
Your committee concurs in the pug- 
gestlons made by the president upon 
this subject and advise that present 
methods be continued.

The Latest Word of Spiritualism.— 
This committee endorses the presi­
dent's report under this heading and 
recommends continued effort until the 
desired purpose is.accomplished. .

Our Conventions.—Your committee 
agrees to the suggestion made by the 
president, and recommends that our 
next annual convention be continued' 

. through five consecutive days Instead 
of four.

. Necrology.—Your committee rec-
• ommends that this matter be referred 
। to the committee on resolutions.
. Platform Suggestions.—This com­
. mittee is of the opinion that the sug­

gestions herein made should be re­
ferred to the committee on resolu­
tions and appropriate action taken 

i thereon.

sion. The Progressive Thinker; Sun­
flower, Banner of LighfaT and Occi­
dental Mystic have . always extended 
the free use of their columns to help 
our work along. We fully appreciate 
this great favor and so do the Spirit­
ualists who read these papers.

To our co-workers throughout the 
entire country we wish,to extend our 
sincere sympathy and.good will. We 
well know, the sacrifices necessary to 
the success of a society. We' also 
know what the Itinerant workers 
must endure In the strenuous labors 
incident to their ministry. "

Wherever we have heen. called to 
labor, we have’ been,. kindly ^assisted 
by speakers and mediums, alike. 
The kindness , extap.ded.irto us 
by them is an evidence oi their good-, 
nees as well as their; sympathy. with 
our work and_ our„- organization. 
Throughout all the years of pur mis­
sionary pilgrimage we^haye sustained 
the .kindliest relations w^h every 
member of the N. .8. An, boa?#, with 
never a disagreement or a ^sunder-, 
standing/ There, haa never; been a 
cloud to dim the horlign . ot- perfect 
harmony in our relations, Yf ’

Many hundreds- ofo letters ; have 
passed between our belovediecretary; 
Mrs. Mary T. Longley,wand iyour mis­
sionaries, and never aMppleiof. inhar­
mony or unpleasantness has/appeared. 
Her work and influence with: the so­
cieties and individual . Spiritualists 
throughout this vast country is sim­
ply wonderful. She has; the. happy 
faculty of creating harmony? with all 
her acquaintances and; other corre­
spondents, and has "been of great 
value in tho important .work of the 
office she so ably fills. -

To all who have welcomed ‘ us to 
their homes or aided us in our work 
in any way—and they are many—we 
hereby extend bur heartfelt thanks. 
May heaven’s choicest blessings be the 
portion of all of these, dear friends.

- Respectfully submited, 
MR. AND MRS. E/rW; SPRAGUE;

-' N.I 8. A. Mlssionar'e’
1082 Trumbull Ave.,.Detroit, Mich.

the state bodies are now established 
upon a flrm and more business-like 
basis than ever before and are becom­
ing powerful aids to the N. S. A., and 
among the local societies there is a 
marked tendency to a higher concep­
tion of the mission of Spiritualism. 
Men and women of refined tastes and 
strong worthy character are coming 
to the front In our cause and winning 
for it the respect of the communities 
in which they live.

Leaders of religious thought are 
seeking to know more of our teach­
ings and manifestations and not infre­
quently during the past few years 
have distinguished churchmen made 
heretical declarations in harmony 
with our doctrines, evidently Influ­
enced by a test of our* claims. Even 
the Pope of Rome in tbe interest of 
truth has recently refused to con­
demn the work of his physician, Dr. 
Lapponi, on Hypnotism and Spiritual­
ism, a work which recognizes the facts 
on which our cause Is established.
. All of which Is fraternally submit­
ted and duly signed.

J. S. MAXWELL, 
C. D. PRUDEN, 
MRS. R. S. LILLIE, 
CARRIE E. S. TWJNG, 
MRS. SOPHIA B. SKIP, 

• Committee.

the like before. Search the annals of 
history, ANCIENT AND MODERN; 
critically examine the history of Spirit­
ualism; look here and there, in every 
nook and corner of the world, and you 
CANNOT find a parallel to the offer 
made in reference to these THIRTEEN 
remarkable PREMIUM BOOKS. They 
constitute a wonderfully valuable Spin, 
itualistic and Occult LIBRARY, and 
are furnished at a nominal sum. All 
are substantially bound and neatly 
printed, and those who purchase them 
are DELIGHTED WITH THEM.

We have now THIRTEEN magnifi­
cent PREMIUM BOOKS which you 
can select from.

Premium Book.
Any one of the Thirteen Premium 

Books you may order, price 25 cents. 
Tills Is the price, remember, when you 
order only one book iu connection with 
a yearly subscription. The paper, one 
year, and one Premium Book, $1.25. 
But if you order more than one Pre­
mium Book the price is as follows:

Any two of the Thirteen Premium 
Books you may order, price 70 cents.

Any three of the Thirteen Premium 
Books you may orders price $1.10.

Any four of the Thirteen Premium

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Fourteenth Annual Convention of the 
National Spiritualists Association: — 
Your committee, appointed to examine 
and report on the reports ot the mis­
sionaries of the association, submit 
the following report:

We note with pleasure the enthusi­
asm exhibited by all of our missiona­
ries in the field, and feel that the 
hearty thanks of the association 
should be tendered them for their un­
selfish devotion to the Cause.

We regret, however, to note iu the 
several reports, a lack of cohesion in 
the work done by the several mission­
aries, and the lack, of interest appar­
ently shown by Spiritualists at large 
with reference to this most Important 
subject. We believe with President 
Barrett that an entire revision of our 
missionary methods should bo adopted 
by the association, and would recom­
mend the following:

That the Association appoint only 
one missionary at large, whose duty it 
shall be to visit such points of the 
country as may require his services 
and such points as he may be directed 
to visit by the National board. That 
In lieu of other general missionaries, 
the association appoint such worthy 
workers are are now Alling appoint­
ments in the various localities of the 
United States, where their entire ser­
vice is not required, and that these 
workers be authorized and empowered 
by the Association to form circuits im­
mediately adjoining their respective 
localities and to visit the various 
points in these circuits regularly, the 
association to assist in bearing the 
necessary expenses incidental to 
such missionary work and tbe salary 
to be received by said workers.

We call attention especially to the 
fact that there are now many worthy 
workers in the Cause of Spiritualism 
who are without appointment on the 
one hand, while on the other hand, 
there are many societies where great 
enthusiasm prevails,. but which are so 
small tn numbers that they do not feel 
they can bear the expense of a perma­
nent leader.

Our recommendation is further 
caused by the belief that greater con­
centration of effort should be made by 
the National Organization, an effort 
looking to the increase of membership

Finance.—All of this subject matter 
should be referred to the committee 
on finance, ways and means, and this 
committee so recommends.

Executive Session.—The opinion of 
your committee that all matters if-| 
volving any question of dishonesty on 
the part of individual societies of this 
association, either local .or state, all 
such subjects for discussion shall be 
taken up in executive session. .

Endowments.—This entire subject 
should also be referred in the judg­
ment of your committee to the com­
mittee on finance, ways and means.

Amendments. — Your committee 
concur with the principle involved In 
the amendemnt suggested by the Na­
tional president and recommend that 
the amendment now pending be so 
amended as to conform.to the presi­
dent’s suggestion and provided that 
such amendment shall take effect im­
mediately after the close of this con­
vention. ’

Evening Sessions.—We believe the 
selection of speakers, and mediums for 
our evening sessions should be' left 
fully in the hands of the National 
board, acting under the constitution 
and by-laws. .

Spiritualist Press.—This subject 
■ should be referred to the committee 
on resolutions., " ■.'■<' -

New Thought Convention.—This 
committee agrees to the suggestion 
that four fraternal delegates 'be se­
lected to attend -the coming New 
Thought Convention, blit we are of 
the opinion that no expense to the Na­
tional Association should accrue from 
this action.

Board of Trustees,—The statements 
of the president set forth in this para­
graph are heartily concurred in by 
your committee, and w.e advise a con­
tinuance of like effort along the Unes 
Indicated.

Home Office.—The endorsement of 
the home office in the president’s re­
port is cheerfully endorsed by this 
committee. : .

President’s Office.—Your committee 
recognizes the value and efficiency of 
the services rendered in an official ca-

1 pa’clty by the national president, and 
I -ecommend the endorsement of the. 
| ante by this convention. .

Persons!.—The bond of sympathy

Books you may order, price $3.4X1.
Any twelve of the Thirteen Premium 

Books you may order, price $3.85.
Lastly, all of these THIRTEEN Pre­

mium Books here announced are sent 
out, all postage prepaid, for 4.15, 
something never before equalled in 
tills country or Europe.

Bear in mind'tliat every order for a 
Premium Book must be accompanied 
with a yearly subscription for The 
Progressive Thinker, which is 31. Wo 
repeat that the world has never seen 
the like of It before.
OUR THIRTEEN REMARKABLE

PREMIUM BOOKS FOR $4.15.
The following la the list of titles of 

the Twelve Premium Books:

in communities where Spiritualism 
has already a foothold, rather inan 
by promiscuous solicitation and labor 
through vast stretches of territory 
where little, if any, interest Is shown. 
In this connection let us suggest that 
’.t would be well, in our opinion, for 
the National Association to work in 
co-operation with the various state 
associations with reference to the ap­
pointment of these missionaries and 
the support to be furnished them, and 
your committee earnestly recom­
mend that the subject be given fur­
ther consideration by the convention 
and such action taken as well indicate

three volumes have been prepared by. 
J. R. Francis. They contain Invaluable 
data.

4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun­
dane and Super-Mundane Spiritism, by, 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.

5—Ghost Land, Spiritualism^ Occult, 
ism, by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.

6—The Next World interviewed, by 
Mrs. 8- G. Horn, a most remarkable me­
dium.

7—The Occult Life of Jesus, by Alex­
ander Smythe, a medium ot rare gilts,

8—A Wanderer in the Spirit Lands. 
Translated by A Faruese, a wonderful 
English medium.

9—The Religion of Man and Ethics of 
Science, by Hudson Tuttle.

10—Seers of the Ages, or Spiritualism 
Past and Present, by Dr. J. M. Peebles.

11—The Great Debate Between Moses 
Hull and W. F. Jamieson.

12—Letters from tho Spirit World, 
written through the mediumship of 
Carlyle Petersilea.

13—Gems of Thought, by SEVEN­
TEEN leading authors, is our last Pre­
mium Book.

izes a local Spiritualist society should 
keep in constant touch with hls organ­
ization, sufficiently, at least, to con­
tinue the personal Influence that led to 
its organization.

In conclusion, we do not wish to 
have 'our report taken in the sense ot 
criticism by any of the workers in the 
field. It has not been the purpose of 
the committee to criticise, but to rec­
ommend such course of action as in 
their judgment would lead to an ad­
vancement of the cause, and the crit­
icism offered has been for the pur­
pose of showing by contrast the' good 
that might be accomplished by pursu­
ing a different course of action. We 
believe that every missionary that 
has given an hour to the cause ot 
Spiritualism in the United States 
during the last year, is entitled to the 
hearty appreciation of every true 
Spiritualist, and, as a committee ap­
pointed by your organization, we ten­
der to them our most sincere thanks. 

■ A number of applications have been 
submitted to us, 'looking to the ap­
pointment of the applicant for posi­
tion as missionary of the association. 
Your committee does not feel that 
these applications are within the prov­
Ince of the committee, hence we have 
taken no action regarding ahy of 
them. We believe that the National 
Association should, where worthy ap­
plicants appear, provide generously 
for such missionaries, but that their 
action should he taken only after a 
most thorough and rigid examination 
of the character and standing of the 
applicants, so that the name of. our or 
ranization may not be used in the f ui

The work consists of two parts, 
“The Fathers of Our Republic,” and 
“The Saviors of'Our Republic." In 
regard to Paine’s religious views, Mr. 
Remsburg establishes the negative of 
the following (1) Was Paine an Athe­
ist? (2)Was he a Christian? (3) 
Did he recant? Page after page of 
the most radical - freethought senti­
ments are culled from the correspond­
ence and other writings of Franklin 
and Jefferson, which show that these 
men were as pronounced in the rejec­
tion of Christianity as Paine and In­
gersoll. That Washington was not a 
Christian nor a believer in Christian­
ity. In support of Lincoln s infidelity 
he has collected the testimony of more 
than one hundred witnesses.

The book is handsomely bound in

Abraham Lincoln and U. S. Grant; 
also portrait of tbe author.

This book contains 365 pages, 
printed on heavy paper, well bound in 
cloth. Price, ?1.25. For sale at this 
office.

“There is no death; there are no 
dead.”

These words stand out on the cover 
.of Edward C. Randall’s new book. 
They are a challenge to the orthodox 
world,' and through all of its pages 
runs this challenge to those whose 
ideas of God, of heaven, of bell, of a 
future life are based strictly upon the 
Bible. Yet Mr. Randall believes In 
life hereafter, based on positive knowl­
edge given him from the living 
.friends passed to .the life beyond. 
Price $1.50. For sale at this office.,.

By Thomas Inman/M. D. -Revised
and enlarged, with an Essay on Baal 

“Tbe Assyrian Sacred
otlier allied symbols, 
with two hundred illus-
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Send in Your Subscriptions
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Of tte Fourteenth Annual Convention of the
iTHEM^IYTM ft

NOW IS THE TIME TO SEND IN YOUR YEARLY SUBSCRIP­
TIONS. THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER IS NOW UNUSUALLY IN­
TERESTING. IT IS EDUCATIONAL ALL ALONG THE LINE. 
THE SPIRITUALIST WHO READS IT REGULARLY BECOMES 
WELL EQUIPPED IN EVERYTHING THAT PERTAINS TO SPIR­
ITUALISM AND OCOULT SCIENCE, FOB NO OTHER SPIRITUAL­
IST PAPER HAS EVER DARED TO DISCUSS THE IMPORTANT 
PSYCHIC QUESTIONS NOW CONSIDERED CAREFULLY ANH 
CRITICALLY IN ITS COLUMNS FROM WEEK TO WEEK. JUST 
THINK, TOO, OF THE 13 VALUABLE PREMIUM BOOKS, ELE­
GANTLY BOUND IN CLOTH, WHICH WE ARE SENDING OUT 
FOR A NOMINAL PRICE, CONSTITUTING OUR DIVINE PLAN. 
YOU CANNOT FULLY REALIZE THE GRAND WORK WE ARE 
DOING WITHOUT SEEING AND READING THE BOOKS. SEND 
IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW, AND GET YOUR NEIGHBOR TO 
JOIN WITH YOU. —

; N^ional Spiritualists’ Association.
IB in I ;----- ----------

, '(Spiritualists' Reception. 
The^pIrHil^liBtB reception, at the 

Palmer House, parlors, Monday even­
ing, October 1'5, wan one of the grand­
est and most,important events of the 
session ;of t^ N.- S. A. in Chicago. 
Thore must Ij'^ve been all of 300 peo­
ple in ,those spacious parlors and there 
was bin. a slight effort at formality, 
and even [hen' the "glad hand” was 
so common, fraternal and promiscuous 
that it was Ijard to discern who was 
doing the receiving, or In other words, 
It was hard to find those .who were not 
receiving. •

The friends Were called to order at 
an early hour and the following poem 
was readjiy President Barrett:

WE ARE NOT DEAD YET.

Hammond, Illinois; Catharine McFar­
lin, Wisconsin; Solomon Dill, Michi­
gan.

Committee on Definitions—Chas. R. 
Schirm, Maryland; W. A. Willing, 
Iowa; Geo. W. Kates, Pennsylvania; 
Mrs. G. G. Cooley, Illinois; Miss Eliza­
beth Harlow, Ohio. ' _

Committee on Missionary’s Report­
Geo. R. Holbert, Iowa; W. J, Erwood, 
Minnesota; E. A. Schram, ■ Indiana; 
Mrs. it. 8. Lillie, California; Mrs. P. B. 
Hlbron, Washington.

Committee on Necrology—Mrs. R. 
8. Lillie, California; Geo. Tenny, Kan­
sas; Julia M. Walton, Michigan..

Reading of president's message con­
sumed the last half of the morning 
session and was continued to the af­
ternoon session.

We Remind you that the SPIRIT OF THE PRO­
GRESSIVE THINKER NEVER SLEEPS! There.is 
need of a WATCHMAN and WE ARE IN THE 
TOWER and ON DUTY for the best interest of 
TRUE SPIRITUALISM I

LEAVE OUR RANKS.

Denied a Pro Forma Decree of Incor­
poration—The Stewart-Folsom Com­

Transmigration of Souls.
The belief in a translation of the 

soul after death into another body at 
its birth, has been one ot the most im­
portant phases in the religions of the 
world. Tills idea antedated modern 
thought, and was propably introduc­
tory to the idea of tbe resurrection 
and re-animation of the body at the 
termination of all things to be, fol­
lowed by a final judgment. Thife lat­
ter was the generally prevailing faith 
until the advent of Modern Spiritual­
ism. v

There was scarcely a nation, savage 
or civilized, of which we have any ac­
count, where a belief in transmigra­
tion did not prevail. The Egyptians 
held to this belief, evidently Inherited 
from their Indian ancestry. The 
Brahmans accepted it, as did the Bud­
dhists, Gautama himself having be­
come the great teacher he"was in con­
sequence of it, as we shall show fur­
ther on.

The Jews seem to have accepted the 
transmigration theory. They believed 
me soul of Adam re-appeared in Da­
vid, and would again animate their ex­
pected Messiah; that the soul of 
Japhet would reanimate Simeon, and 
that the soul of Terah entered Job. ‘

The early Christians seem to have 
been transmlgratlonists. The Mani- 
cheans, an early Christian sect, openly 
taught it, as did Origin. Jerome said 
it was a secret faith which was only 
taught to a select few. “The spirit of 
God descending like a dove and light­
ing on Jesus,” at the time of his al­
leged baptism by John the Baptist, 
betrays this transformation belief of 
him who wrote Matthew 3:16.

The Buddhist belief in transmigra-
tion was derived from Brahmanism,

bine Repudiate Spiritualism.
Tbe Globe-Democrat of St. Louts,

Mo., contains the following:
Judge Taylor yesterday denied a 

pro forma decree of Incorporation to 
the Society of Scientific and Religious 
Truthseekers, which was asked for on 
November 21 last, by Josie K. Folsom- 
Stewart, her husband, Charles W. 
Stewart, and Phoebe 8. Wolf. Attor­
ney J. Llonberger Davis, referee, re­
ported adversely upon the application. 
Objections to the organization were 
also filed in Judge Taylor’s court by 
the State Progressive Spiritualists’ 
Association. Judge Taylor heard tes­
timony on the case last May.
Rev. Josie Folsom-Stewart Repudiates 

Spiritualism.
Rev. Josie K. Folsom-Stewart of 

3007A Dickson street last night said 
she had repudiated Spiritualism, and 
denied that she would go to Chicago 
in an effort to have herself reinstated 
at the National Spiritualists Conven­
tion, from which she was expelled. 
She admitted she had intended to go, 
but said that was her "own private 
business.” She and her husband, C. 
W. Stewart, are at the head of the So­
ciety of Scientific and Religious Truth­
seekers, which differs from the Spirit­
ualistic cult, according to Mrs. Stew­
art. She said her organization was 
founded on belief in the Bible, which, 
she asserts, is not the case with Spirit­
ualists.

attack of the Stewart-Folsom Com­
bine on those who are so kindly min­
istering to them. Ah! they can only 
think the attack is an outrage, actu­
ated by a most diabolical spirit, Now 
that they have renounced Spiritualism, 
we hope their true status is under­
stood.

A letter from St. Louis to Paul Mc­
Arthur, president of the Missouri 
State Spiritualist Association:

My Dear Friend and Co-Worker: — 
At 2 p. m., I got word of the denial ot 
a pro forma decree for a charter for 
Society ot Scientific and Religious 
Ttuthseekers, and immediately tele­
graphed you.

Ab a Spiritualist and former secre­
tary 8f board of State Progressive 
Spiritualists Association of Missouri, I 
congratulate'you and its present offi­
cers in their great service to Spirit­
ualists at large, and the upholding of 
our N. 8. A.

Accept my good wishes and best 
'regards to all Missouri delegates as­
sembled, and may yop and they stand 
for .what is right in principle and jus­
tice, and may glory crown your efforts.

May “FOR CLEANER SPIRITUAL­
ISM” be uppermost always in your 
minds.

I remain, yours fraternally,
OLIN D, WHITTIER.

St. Louis, Mo,

Let tlie World Rejoice. .,
The religious world has aroused it­

self to the horrors of war, and has de­
termined to unite their forces for its 
obliteration, a thing it should have 
done centuries ago, and would but for 
the retarding influence, by way of ex­
ample, of Bible account that the Lord 
directed the Jews to fight and to 
“leave alive nothing that breathes.”

The World’s Peace Society desig­
nated October 7 as a day when all the 
churches of the land should extol the 
peace movement. Rev. Dr. H. W. 
Thomas, at the Garfield Boulevard 
Church, president of the Society, on 
request, gave a sermon, during which 
he expressed the opinion that in a few 
years at most, there will be an inter- 
naUpnal legislature, whose enact­
ments will be obligatory on all the al­
lied nations.

Dr. Thomas said, “Our government 
is spending $2 00,000,000 annually on 
its army and navy. England is 
spending ,$300,000,000. The other 
countries spend altogether $1,500,­
000,000, hence the grand total of an­
nual tribute to the war god is $2,000,­
000,000.” ■

And all this In a time of peace, that 
the nations may be ready to fight and 
MU each other.

Chrstianlty has boasted of its civ­
ilizing power. It is the dominant re­
ligion in all civilized nations. Why 
has it not united its forces, apd direct­
ed its energies to stay the ravages ot 
war, and for the perpetuation of 
peace? For the same reason it did not 
rise in its might and put down slavery, 
and intemperance, and the tyranny ot 
civil governments.

It is a truth which cannot be suc­
cessfully denied, that while slavery 
derived its authority from the Chris­
tian Pope, it was from so-termed Infi- 
deis opposition was first aroused 
against the institution. It was the 
same class of people who originated

We have olimbe^ -the mount of prog- • 
ress froth the bottom toward the top

And through 13 years of climbing we । 
have found no place to stop. ■

We have had to fight the clergy aud. 
the wily* faking set,

And the creeded courts and lawyers, 
’ but—wo are not dead yet.
We have climbed the hill of science, 

as an institution, high, '
Till the world in wonder watches, and 

the Christians look and sigh;
Aye! through prejudice and hatred, 

and all other foes we met,
We have waded and have battled, 

and—we are not dead yet.
The old preachers and old deacons, 

.with tlfetr stock of pious hate.
Used- to give us to the Devil and to 

brimstone as our fate,
But we kept right on progressing 

through the knowledge we could get 
Till at last we killed their Devil, 

and—we are not dead yet.
They have shouted to the Master, to 

St. Peter and their God,
And have ridden down upon us from 

their temples rough shod, [
But we met them and gave battle with 

determination set,
And with love subdued their ardor, 

and—we are not dead yet.
It is strange why they should fight us, 

when in truth they teach the same 
From the book of ancient wisdom, 

that has set the world aflame, '
While we hold the truth before them- 

without creed or priestly net;
And we prove what they are teaching, 

for—we are not dead yet.
They began the battle early; away 

back in/48;
The rapping and the tapping then en­

gendered Christian hate,
And it made the pulpits tremble, and 

the preachers foam and fret,
But they could'nt kill the baby and— 

it is not dead yet.
We just fought our foes from ambush 

till along ii)..’93,
And we met them in disorder, with 

each' man behind his tree,
But we, filially united, and have sol­

diers pow t# let
Till we Rapture all their temples, 

for—we are not dead yet.

• ‘ Afternoon Session.
Reading of president’s message re­

sumed and ended at 3 p. m., following 
which was read the secretary’s annual 
report and financial statement,, the 
financial statement of the treasurer, 
H. D. Barrett’s missionary report, and 
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Sprague’s mission­
ary report

Evening Session.
This/session opened with sweet and 

beautiful music by Prof. Joseph Sing­
er’s orchestra, and an invocation by 
Rev. G. C. Love.

Mrs. M. T. Longley, the worthy N. 
S. A. Secretary, delivered the first lec­
ture of the evenlug and did it with the 
easy grace and fluency of the higher 
influences under whose inspiration she 
took, and dilated upon the subject of 
"Love,” and it was the personification 
of love, as it fell from her Ups.

Thomas Grinshaw, entranced, al­
most entranced his audience with his 
eloquence, wit, logic and radical enun­
ciations. it was the general expres­
sion by the audience that the guides 
fairly outdid himself on this occasion, 

i Mrs. Georgia G. Cooley, from every­
where, as she was announced, gave six 
messages, all perfectly satisfactory 
and fully identified, and E. W. Sprague 
brought the house down frequently 
with his clinching messages. These 
two mediums did excellent work and 
were appreciated by all, except, per­
haps, the secular press reporters, who 

- were apparently there out of curiosity 
and to get sensationalism.

the temperance reform. And the

which taught all souls have existed 
from eternity; that to acquire Nir­
vana, that is, the final deliverance ot 
tne soul from continual transmigra­
tion at death, it must have reached a 
perfect life; that.failing it must pass 
into and inhabit other forms of being, 
passing from one to another for a 
thousand years when it will be permit­
ted to reappear iu human form; and 
thus each time, failing to reach per­
fection, it will be required to return to 
animate beast, bird or worm for an­
other thousand years; and thus on 
forever, if perfection is not attained so 
as to fit the soul to return to the 
bosom of Brahm, the supreme God.

Buddha, an heir to the royal throne, 
in profound contemplation, discovered 
and taught how to escape this cease­
less round of changing life; lienee his 
lessons, embracing all the virtues, are* 
believed the best ever given to human­
ity, and the most practical. Whatever 
is ennobling in Christianity is believed 
to have been derived from the earlier 
teachings of this philosopher, they 
reaching Palestine, Western Asia, 
and Egypt, by missionaries, 64,000 of 
whom were sent out from India, 244 
years before our era, by Asoka, the 
then reigning monarch, as has herto- 
fore been shown in these columns.

To enter into all the details and 
conditions by which Nirvana—quiet­
ude, perpetual rest and absorption 
into the divine, from whom tne soul 
came—would only confuse the aver­
age reader, without instructing. 
Sometime we hope to make room for a 
brief outline of Buddha’s teaching.

The Theater.
It is a fact worth-knowing and re­

membering, that theatrical represen­
tations were originally under sacer­
dotal control. And religious plays 
constituted tbe entertainment of the 
populace. Some scholars claim the 
passion plays, in which a god was 
chained to a rock, and later one .was 
crucified on a cross, were copied In 
substance and adapted to a later age 
from the classics of Eschylus. With­
out entering into detail, it can be said 
truthfully, those passion plays during 

- the Middle Ages became so vile the 
.civil authorities were compelled to In­
tervene In the interest of decency. 
Then commenced the opposition of the 
church to theatricals; and then they 
let loose all their arts of vituperation, 
so generally successful by priestcraft, 
to crush the actor and prevent his 
personation frequently of kings and 
prelates. ’

The histrionic art has been improv­
ing In morals ever since it was di­
vorced from the church, and now as 
ennobling sentiments as eVer came 
from the pulpit, are being taught on 
the theatrical stage.

The Folsom-Stewart Combine have 
flooded the country with malicious 
circulars against the N. S. A. It 
seems as if “those the gods wish to 
destroy, they first make mad.” 
The evidence against them at St. 
Louis was alleged to have been over­
whelming, that certain segments of 
their spirit manifestations were of 
earthly origin, hence the decision 
could not be otherwise than against 
them. When the case was decided, 
then they commenced a malicious 
campaign against the N. S. A., and 
now, as a fitting climax to the ma­
lignant course of the Folsom-Stewart 
Combine .we have the following decla- 
ation of the latter under oath:
State Progressive Spiritualists Associ­

ation of Missouri,
Auxiliary to the National Spiritualists

, THE N. S. A. CONVENTION.
' Full reports of the 'proceedings of 
the late N. S. A. convention in Chicago 
can be obtained by addressing Mrs. 
Mary T. Longley, 600 Pennsylvania 
avenue S. E., Washington, D.- C.

■ There was speech in. their dull­
ness; language In their very gesture. 
—Shakspeare. ■ ; ■ . - ,

v ^<£:^;^

© Association.
St. Louis, Mo., Dec. fl, 1905.

We the undersigned testify that C. 
W. Stewart on the 5th day of Decem-
ber, 1905, in our presence, 
DER OATH, did make the 
declarations:

“WE WANT TO GET

AND UN­
following

AS FAR

Peace Societies originated, by those 
who were outside the church.

If the church and the ministry are 
now aroused, qnd will unite and work 
successfully to the extinguishment of 
war It shall yet have our blessings, 
though we regret we cannot award 
them the merit of being the origina­
tors or leaders In the grand reform.

They have dorie their hardest fighting, 
and are muzzling all their cranks;

They have parsed to rest and ponder 
and fire filling up our rank?; M

Arid we’weledtoe them"among us to 
smooth'down each deep regret, 

And will teach them true religion, 
for—we are not dead yet.

We have 13 years behind us and the 
future ou before, ..

As a band of beings working for 
Soul's triumph evermore.

Let us wish our foes no evil, but not

Wednesday, October 17.
The morning session began by the 

reading of missionary report of Max 
Gentzke.

Report of Hudson Tuttle, Editor-at- 
Large, was read and referred to the 
proper committee.

Report of Historian Lyman‘C. Howe 
was read and reported to committee. 
Referred to committee on president’s 
message.

Mr. Dill, of Michigan, offered sug­
gestions regarding music books. Re­
ferred to committee.

C. W. Burroughs of Detroit, Mich., 
offered a paper relating to ordina­
tions. Upon this resolution much dis­
cussion was had.

Report of Geo. H. Brooks, mission­
ary, was read and referred to commit­
tee.

Geo. B. Warne, reading clerk, read 
a dispatch from St. Louis, stating that 
the court had decided against the Fol- 
som-Stewarts, and on a question of

that the Institute was one thousand 
dollars in (lebt Mr. McArthur ques- ■ 
tioned what had been done with the 
thousand dollars voted to that instltu- 
tion at last meeting, but it was well 
explained by the directors.

Convention again took up the mat­
ter of president’s report and debated 
strongly upon the matter ot putting 
Missionary, Editor-at-Large and His­
torian together.

'Report of Superintendent of Lyce­
um Work was read and explanations 
made by John W. Ring, thereon.

Mrs. Cadwallader spoke upon the 
subject of lyceums and' the Band of 
Mercy in connection therewith. She 
spoke beautifully of tbe effect of 
teaching children kindness to dumb 
animals, and the sacrifice of their own 
pleasures for the pleasures of others 
less fortunately situated, and made 
many other good points.

President Barrett read a paper from 
Mrs. Mary Drake Jennie, Bunson 
Brake, Me.

Anna L. Gillespie spoke in an inter­
esting and forceful manner upon the 
subject.

Mrs. Elizabeth Schauss, ot Toledo, 
a faithful lyceum worker, as ,weil as 
an eloquent lecturer, spoke In expla­
nation of her methods of operation in 
the lyceum and the effect of them to­
wards educating the little children.

Mrs. Louise Loebel of Wisconsin, a 
student of the Morris Pratt Institute, 
gave a splendid talk upon the subject 
as regards tlie work at that institute 
especially, and the work in general. 
She made a beautiful little plea for 
parents to send their children to our 
lyceums instead of the orthodox Sun­
day-schools.

Mrs. Tillie U. Reynolds read a pa­
per on lyceum work."

Miss Elizabeth Harlow read a paper 
from Mrs. Eager, and spoke for her­
self also.

Mr. Campbell read a paper from 
Mrs. Glossig of Los Angeles, Cal.

A paper prepared by Mattie E. Hull 
was read by Moses Hull, relating to ly­
ceum jvork. Everyone who knows this 
noble little woman knows her suc­
cessful work in the lyceum movement, 
and her paper was a characteristic ef­
fusion, both interesting and suggestive 
along the line being elaborated upon.

After the usual formality of open­
ing, Moses Hull spoke, taking for bis 
text, "Spiritualism the World’s Only 
Hope.” It was one of Mr. Hull’s In­
teresting lectures that always makes

*a hit.
Miss Layman sang “Good-Bye, 

Sweet Day,” in a sweet contralto 
voice and was roundly applauded.

The second lecture was delivered by 
Mrs. Bessie Bellman, and was a pro-

privilege spoke in no Uncertain sound 
upon the victory won by the commit­
tee upon this point, and was roundly 
applauded (which shows which

let them quite forget
That the N. S. A. is living! 

it 1b NOT DEAD YET.
that-

the wind blows).
Afternoon Session.

On motion a committee 
pointed consisting of Mr.

way

was ap-
Holbert, 

to devise

AWAY FROM SPIRITUALISM AND 
SPIRITUALISTS AS POSSIBLE."

“SPIRITUALISM IS NO LONGER 
RESPECTABLE.”

“WE WANT NOTHING MORE TO 
DO WITH IT."

Such statements were made as 
stated above under oath, before Ref­
eree J. Llonberger Davis, appointed 
by Judge Taylor of the Circuit Bench, 
the said referee to act on a pro 
forma decree for a new state associa­
tion to be known as the Society of 
Scientific and Religious Truthseek­
ers; the applicants for the decree 
were Mrs. Josie K. Folsom-Stewart,
her husband, Chas. W. Stewart, 
about 40 others.

and

W. F. PECK,
■OLIN D. WHITTIER, 
T. GRIMSHAW, 
OSCAR F. EVERTZ, 
MRS. KLARA T. HARY.

Object Because of False Claim.
It is not to a day of rest objection is 

particularly made to Sunday observ­
ance, but because of basing it on sa­
cred grounds. The day is no more 
holy than any other day. It was a 
priestly project by which it was separ­
ated from other days, and it was made 
sacred to God to give the clergy an op­
portunity to exploit their creeds on 
that day.

Luther, in his “Table Talk,” now 
eliminated by his late publishers, 
said:

“If anywhere one sets up Sunday 
observance on a Jewish foundation, 
then I do order you to work on-it, to 
ride on it, to dance on it, to feast on 
it; to do anything that shall remove

foundation

this encroachment on the Christian 
spirit and liberty.”

And The Progressive Thinker op­
poses it because those who advocate 
its observance as a day or rest falsely 
claim it was set asidp by God himself 
for that purpose; whereas God had no 
more to do with It than had a man in 
the moon.

To Besiege Congress and the 
Legislature.

State

At the recent annual meeting of the 
Ohio Woman Suffrage Association two 
definite aggressive lines of policy were 
laid down. First the. Association is 
pledged to work in the legislature of 
1908 for the passage of a bill submit­
ting to the voters a proposition to 
grant full suffrage to'women, and sec­
ond the members are to besiege con­
gress for some action on House Joint 
Resolution 86, which provides for sub­
mitting to the state legislatures an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States allowing women to 
vote. The legislative committee is

The above statement made under composed ot Mrs. Harriett Taylor Up­
ton of Warren; Mrs. Pauline Stelnem, 
of Toledo; Mrs. Lucie C. Harmon, ofoath ought to have settled the matter , _ ___________ __ w. iialluuu, ux

for all time, but Instead, Mr. Stewart Toledo and Mrs. Marie Jenney Howe, 
of Cleveland. ,continued abusing In the most 

shameful manner the N. 3. A. -
At Des Moines, Iowa, under the aus­

pices of a now defunct state organiza­
tion, Mr. Stewart In his address is al­
leged to have said that “the N. S. A. is 
not fit for a door mat for a negro 
church," or words to that effect. 
Alas! “not fit for a door mat for a ne­
gro church,” an organization that has 
pensioned fifteen indigent sickly me­
diums, and made them comfortable in 
their declining years. That" philan­
thropic work alone is • grand, enno­
bling, angelic and ought to make the 
blush of shame pass over the face of 
Mr. Stewart for this malignant at­
tack. •■ :' ■ .. ' - 7 .' ■■: ' ' .

We often wonder what the unfortu­
nate mediums who Ure being tenderly 
cared for by the N- S..A„ think of the

The Ohio Woman Suffrage Associa­
tion has appointed its president, Har­
riet Taplor Upton, to serve on the 
legislative committee of the Initiative 
and Referendum League of the state.

DR. T. WILKINS.
President Barrett made a few very 

pleasing explanatory remarks upon 
the matter of the reception and the 
harmony, and Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich­
mond delivered the nice little speech 
of welcome, following which Wilson 
Fritch, Miss E. Harlow, Mr. Chas. 
Schirm, Mrs. Georgia G. Cooley and 
G. W. Kates made short talks, and 
again the “glad hand,” the smiles and 
"howdy-do’s” took full possession and 
everyone introduced himself or was 
introduced to everybody, and kept on 
until almost the midnight hour.

This was a grand and enthusiastic, 
soulful and delightful social function 
long to be remembered.

Mrs. Lillie and Mr. Kates, „ ___ _
ways and means to make the N. 8. A~

Tuesday Morning.
President Barrett opened the 

meeting of the business session
first! 
with

a brief explanation that the N. 8. A. 
was here for business, and the dele­
gates began to do business at once.

After an invocation by Tillie U. 
Reynolds, Mrs. Richmond, a fraternal 
delegate to the N. 8. A., and one of 
Spiritualism’s most noted lecturers 
and general workers, delivered the ad­
dress of welcome, and was frequently 
applauded.

The committee on credentials was 
appointed as follows: H. W.'Richard­
son, W. A. Willing, Paul McArthur, G. 
C. Love and C. R, Schirm. The com­
mittee was sent out at once to examine 
credentials, and as soon as a sufficient 
number for a working quorum were 
found correct the house got down to 
the regular routine of business.

G. W. Kates, chairman of commit­
tee on rules, made report, which, with 
a few alteratiolns, was adopted.

The following committees were ap­
pointed by the.president:

Auditing Committee-!—John Weth­
ell, Vermont; Mrs. E. L. Nicholson, 
Washington; W, R. Jones, Chicago; 
Mrs. H.rs.uehl.'jNew York; H. C. 
Dorn, New Jersey.

Committee on Delegates’ Reports— 
Mrs. ,M. E. Cadwallader, Pennsyl­
vania; Hl T. Stewart, Illinois; P. B. 
Hibner, Washington; Anna L. Gilles­
pie, California; A. F. Clark, Michigan.

Committee on' Ways and Means— 
Mrs. C. Ek 8. Twing, New York; Geo. 
H. Brooks, Wisconsin; Mrs. Tillie U. 
Reynolds, New York; R. F. Beavers, 
Missouri?" '

Committee oil Amendments—L. P. 
Wheeloc^Minnbsota; Laura G. Fixen, 
Illinois; Wear X Edgerly, Michigan; 
Julia A. Beavers, Kansas; Dr. S. H.

When all- the -streams of fcuperstl- 
tlon run dry, religion will be found 
dead between their withered banks.— 
Truth Seeker. .

In wonder all philosophy [say relig­
ion] began, in wonder it ends, and 
admiration fills up the interspace; but 
the first wonder is the offspring of ig­
norance, the last is the parent of ado­
ration.—Coleridge. _ -

Don't laugh over others’ mistakes. 
The banana skin may be under your 
own foot.—McPherson.

Resentment seems to” have been 
given us by nature for defense and fdr 
defense only; it is the safeguard- of 
justice, and the security of innocence. 
—Adam. Smith. . .'■.'■,"-■'

tion (just supper time) and every­
thing was laid upon the table.

Adjourned to meet in an adjoining 
room at 9:30 an^ flnlsn business.

Evening Session,
After some sweet singing, an invo­

cation by Rev. Wilson Fritch, an Im­
promptu poqm, subject, “The Soul,” 
selected by Mr. Fritch, was delivered 
by Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, and 
Mrs. Esther T. Bosley delivered the 
first lecture of the evening and was 
listened to with peaceful attention.

Will J. Erwood delivered the sec­
ond address in his usual fluent, witty, 
sarcastic and profound manner.

Mrs. M. E. G. Howe of California, 
was the first message bearer ot the 
evening and although your reporter 
had at this time to be in the business 
session in an adjoining room, the mes­
sages were reported excellent, as were 
those of Mrs. G. G. Cooley.

At the business meeting, beginning 
at»9:30, the business of the conven­
tion was hurriedly rushed through 
and after much discussion the conven­
tion accepted the invitation to go to 
Los Angeles next year.

Mrs. Twing, as chairman of the - 
finance committee, reported total

foundly logical discourse.
E. W. Sprague was the message­

bearer, first on the program, and as 
• "tbe kind, wason other occasions of 

full of clinchers.
Mrs. M. Blaner 

Thoughts,” and sang
Dr. C. A. Burgess,

4 a

amount of money raised In cash and X^ 
In pledges, $1,161.01.

As the convention closed and before 
the lights were turned out a quilt pre­
prepared by Mrs. E. W. Sprague, and 
on which sho had raised and turned in 
a goodly sum, was drawn by W. L. 
Lunar, if the name was correctly given 
your reporter, and tlie lights went 
out, leaving our clairvoyant eyes to 
see our way in the dark or grope • 
around in blindness. By the lighting 
Ctf matches the tired crowd wended its 
way toward their homes, their beds, 
and presumably, a peaceful rest and 
needed sleep.

All comments and notes of promi­
nent workers reserved until next week.

DR. T. WILKINS,
Reporter.

LETTER FROM REV. G. C. LOVE.

He Writes of Matters in Oregon and 
' - Elsewhere.

sang "Sweet 
them sweetly, 
a Chicago medi-

um, was the second message bearer, 
and gave real good satisfaction.

self-supporting.
A communication from Prof. J. 8. 

Loveland was read, relating to medi­
umship.

The ritual, or form of service, came 
under discussion and the present rit­
ual is to be corrected, remodeled and 
reprinted and bound In cloth.

Report of committee on home 
reading course was adopted.

When the hour arrived for raising 
funds for the N. 8. A., the enthusiasm 
of E. W. Sprague and G. H. Brooks 
arose to its highest and In pledges and 
money amounted to about $800.

The following committee on revis­
ion was appointed: Moses Hull, G. W. 
Kates, Paul McArthur, Mrs. Margaret 
Miller, Mrs. J. P. Whitwell.

A committee on annual conventions 
was appointed as follows: C. L. Stev­
ens, C. D. Pruden, A. 8. Howe, L. P. 
Wheelock, E. A. Schram.

Evening Session.
“Why Don't He Lend a Hand?” was 

recited, in place of an invocation, by 
Mrs. Abbott of the Morris Pratt Insti­
tute, at the opening of the evening 
session, and it was rendered in a cred­
itable manner.

Mrs. Richmond and Mrs. Lillie im­
provised a poem together and were 
heartily appreciated and applauded.

Mrs. Lillie delivered tne first lec­
ture of the evening, and it is evident 
this grand worker has lost none of her 
old-time logic, ,wit or Inspiration, in 
fact as a lecturer she has the same fire 
as of old. <

' Oscar A. Edgerly delivered the sec­
ond lecture, in the trance condition, 
and from first to last his remarks were 
listened to attentively, and they al­
ways have an uplifting Influence.

Mrs. Sprague delivered many mes­
sages from spirit life to appreciative 
people, and was frequently applauded.

Mrs. Eva McCoy gave sweet comfort 
to many souls with her beautiful mes­
sages.

Committee bn President’s Message 
—J. S. Maxwell, Minnesota; C. D. 
Pruden, Maryland; Mrs. R. & Lillie, 
Washington; Carrie S. Mong, Indiana; 
Mrs. Sophia B. Seip, - Oregon.

Committee on Tiesolutions—Moses 
Hull, Wisconsin; Mrs. Stella Fisk, 
Iowa; Rev. Wilson Fritch, Massachu­
setts; Elizabeth Harlow, Ohio; A. M. 
Griffen, Illinois;"Mrs. Christine Coop­
er, Iowa.

Committee on Secretary’s Report— 
F. D. Dunakln, Ohio; B. O’Dell, Michi­
gan; Edward Brewer; Connecticut; 
Mrs. Esther Thomas Bosley, Washing­
ton; Mrs. fr O. Stephens, Missouri.

Committee on I Correspondence— 
Mrs. Elizabeth Schauss, Ohio; Mrs." E.

Thursday Morning.
The -first business was the reading 

and adoption of the report of the Tem­
ple Fund committees, and the same 
committee was" retained to perfect 
plans and to organize a Temple Build­
ing Society.

Upon the consideration ot local and 
state organization, many spoke, and It 
was the general feeling that the cause 
of decline and death of bo many local 
organizations is from a lack of stam­
ina’ at home.

Mrs. Cadwallader spoke upon the 
subject of the weakness of local socie­
ties. Her speech was to the point of 
having the rules and by-laws lived'up 
to and a thoroughly systematic organ­
ization perfected. 1 .'

Report of committee on president’s 
report was read and adopted, ad seri­
atim. " , \

Afternoon Session. a­
. Report of committee on president’s 
report was taken up “where it was left, 
and finally passed upon. '

At 2 p. m., the hour previously set 
for the hearing of statements regard­
ing status, and wants of the Morris 
Pratt Institute, the matter was taken 
up, Moses-Hull made a statement

Friday Morning.
Meeting opened at 9 o'clock under 

special order, upon the matter of or­
ganization of a Temple Fund Society, 
and this society seemed to strike tha 
brothers and sisters right as a busi­
ness organization and tbe ball was 
started to rolling, with a permanent 
organization, with G. W. Kates as the 
president; Mrs. Mong, secretary; Mrs. 
Anna L. Gillespie, vice-president, and 
Mrs. Stevens as treasurer; trustees, 
Mrs. J. R. Francis and Paul McArthur. 
The object and plans of this organiza­
tion will be found in the report of the 
Temple Fund Committee.

At 10 o'clock the convention proper 
was called to order and at once got 
busy. They limited tne speeches to 
three minutes, and received and heard 
the report of the committee on resolu­
tions and adopted the same ad seri­
atim. There was much discussion 
upon a resolution to limit the lectures 
that were put upon our rostrum to 
purely spiritual topics. This was 
taken as a direct slap at our socialist­
ically inclined speakers and the dis­
cussion waxed hot.

Report of the committee on mission­
aries’ reports was read, and .with a 
few alterations was adopted.

At 11 o’clock the house went into 
session on the Lyceum question as a 
special order, previously appointed 
for that hour. John W. Ring having 
declined to longer serve as National 
Superintendent, Mrs. Anna L. Gilles­
pie was duty elected to the place.

The report of the committee on sec­
retary’s report was received and 
adopted.

Report of committee on treasurer’s 
report received and adopted.

Report ot committee L devise ways 
and means to make the N. S. A. self­
supporting was received and the com­
mittee was retained for one year to 
continue their task.

Mr. Richardson, of New York, hav­
ing been called to St. Louis to attend 
the funeral services of his brother, a 
resolution of sympathy was passed by 
the convention.

The report of committee on commu­
nications was read and adopted.

The committee on definitions was 
not ready to make report and by re­
quest was retained for one year, to 
make report to the next convention.

Afternoon Session.
Committee on music was also re­

tained. .
■ The report of committee on uniform 

organization was read and adopted.
Promptly at 3 o’clock the election 

Of officers was taken up, and here Ib 
where the fun came In.

Three, candidates were nominated 
for president—H. D. Barrett, Chas R. 
Schirm and E. W. Sprague. Barrett 
received UI votes; Schirm, 36; 
Sprague 5, and Mr. Barrett was de­
clared the president for the fourteenth 
time. He thanked the friends and 
resumed his familiar gavel.

Mrs. Longley was the unanimous 
choice of the convention to succeed 
herself as secretary, as was George B. 
Warne for vice-president, and Theo. J. 
Mayer for treasurer. The same old 
board, consisting of I. C. I. Evans, C. 
L. Stevens, Thomas Grimshaw, Mrs. C. 
E. S. Twing and A. S. Howe were re­
elected. The entire executive board 
is the same for the ensuing year.

This done the convention began the 
regular routine of business which ex­
tended up to almost the time for the 
evening services, principally.upon the 
discussion of clauses in the by-laws, 
but the table was before the conven-

To the Editor:—As one of the dele­
gates to the N. S. A., I am here In your 
city to represent the second oldest 
camp-meeting in the United States, the 
First Spiritual Religious Association 
ot Clackamas County, Oregon, well 
know as the New Era Camp Associa­
tion. Last July we held a very profit­
able session financially and spiritually, 
in wjiich I closed my work as presi­
dent of tlie association for a second 
term of one year each. The retiring 
board left the association free from 
debt, money in the treasury, beside 
paying $25 on the purchase price of a 
cottage belonging to Mrs, Dr. Flora 
Brown, and an increased roll of mem­
bership. •

Certainly we had a feast and flow n* 
the good things the spirit world has 

.in store for those of us yet in mortal, 
and the meeting was known as an­
other one of the best in the history of 
the association.

The association is the oldest in 
active work in Oregon, and for over 
thirty years has held annual camp­
meetings, owning the five acres of 
ground where the meetings are held 
at New Era.

Our talent for the camp-meeting in 
July last was the best we could get. 
Harrison D. Barrett was the camp iec-
turer, aud was ably helped by Mrs. 
Irene Smith, Mrs. Lapworth of Seat­
tle, Wash., Mrs. Ladd Finnican of 
Portland, Ore., R. A. Dague of Cali­
fornia, and others who came to us 
from day to day.

On my way to the convention from 
my home I was engaged in lecture, 
message aud circle work In Baker 
Cky, Ore., and Omaha, Neb., using up 
my thirty-day ticket with the exception 
of three days. On my return trip I 
again stop in Omaha, Neb., at the 
earnest request of the good friends 
there, for two Sundays. I go from 
there to Sheridan, Wyo., for < . e, per­
haps two Sundays, then on to Butte, 
Mont., taking in North Yakima in the 
state of Washington. I am to be sev­
eral weeks on my homeward trip, and 
correspondence would reach me at 
Omaha, Neb., until OC. 29, and Sheri­
dan, Wyoming, until Nov. 6, if any 
wish to have my services on my return 
trip. I can arrange dates ofter leav­
ing Sheridan, Wyoming. I can thank 
the good spirits that, no matter where 
I go, they want me to stay longer or 
come again. On last Sunday night I 
gave the lecture for the Hyde Park So­
ciety in your city.

• REV. G. C. LOVE. 
Portland, Oregon.

THE SUNFLOWER PIN.

The Part It Has Played in Spiritual­
ism.

In reference to the question in The 
Progressive Thinker, viz.: “Will you 
explain the meaning of the Sunflower, 
and why Spiritualists use it as an em­
blem.?”

The first original design of the 
Sunflower was made by my father, 
Mr. Arthur W. Moore of Rochester, 

‘N. Y„ artist and journalist. If my mind 
serves me rightly, about 1893. He had 
the design copyrighted, after which 
the plus were manufactured, and put 
on the market. Owing to his press­
ure of newspaper business, he was un­
able to attend to the correspondence 
which the pin involved. He sold out 
his interest to Mr. George Cox, ot 
Rochester, N. Y., who in turn disposed 
of it to another party, the name ot 
whom I do not recall.

The pin which is in use to-day is the 
same one that was designed by my 
father.

The design of the pin was suggested 
by the fact that the sunflower turns 
its face to the sun, as all good Spir­
itualists are supposd to turn their face 
to the light of truth.

CECIL G. MOORE.
Rochester, N. Y.

“After Her Dean. The’ Story of a 
Summer.” I?y Lilian Whiting. No 
mind that loves spiritual thought can 
fall to be fed and delighted with this, 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com­
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading 
the mind onward into the purer atmos­
phere of exalted spiritual truth. Al 
book for the, higher life. Price, cloth, 
$1.00. - • ‘
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Ie National Spiritualists . Association©

Annual Report of the Secretary of the National Spiritualists Associa-

rectly benefited by the same. In ad­
dition to the foregoing enumeration of 
some of the benefit® of’j^hich the N. 
8. A. is to the world” and- tb our socie­
ties, we can point to the fact that this
organization is insti 
ally bringing togeti

il in amiu- 
iO8t of the

1^0

tion of the United States of America, October 1, 1906.
To the Officers and Members of the 

National Spiritualists Association in 
Convention Assembled: .

Mr. President and Co-Workers— 
greeting;—It gives me pleasure to 
herewith submit to this honorable 
body, the annual report of your sec­
retary for the year ending September 
Bi), 1906. J

The work of the year at headquar­
ters in Washington has proceeded 
after the usual routine end the large 
inass of correspondence conducted 
from that office by your secretary, at­
tests to the many and varied topics of 
Importance to the Cause of Spiritual-* 
Ism that have been acted judiciously 
upon, by the N. S. A.
. Our flies show that the influence ot 
our organization has been far-reach­
ing for good, correspondence has been 
carried on not only between us and 
the many sections of our own country, 
where Spiritualism Is known, but also 
tn other lands, even Brazil and South 
Africa coming in f6r a share of our 
official attention. Our reports from 
across the seaB of the work of Spirit­
ualism are highly encouraging, not­
ably so in the statenientB of the futer- 
est being taken in our Cause by 
hundreds of intelligent and cultivated 
people from the various professions 
and from the many denominations of 
religious churches. Your secretary 
feels that there is no need for any 
mental depression on our part, nor for

aging prospects for Its efficient work 
in that state.

Auxiliaries,
Were it not for the fact that many 

of our local societies have joined their 
state associations and thus directly 
withdrawn from the N. 8. A., although 
of course still remaining a part of our 
great .body, your secretary would la­
ment the fact that while we have 
chartered three hundred and fifty- 
four societies—state and local—she 
can only count one hundred and ten 
at the present time in good standing 
with the N. S. A. But, as has been 
said, many locals have gone into the 
state' associations, a course recom­
mended by our conventions and offi­
cers, some few others promise to do 
their best to build up the work in 
their districts and to pay up past 
dues, others have suspended, and 
some we cannot gain any hearing 
from, though we have repeatedly sent 
letters of Inquiry to their officers.

. Our Finances. .
■ The financial work of the year in 

en-point of receipts has not been as 
couraging as some other years have

any sort of pessimistic view concern­
ing our Cause, for she is assured that 
its course is an onward and upward 
progress on all sides.

' It gives pleasure to be able to state 
that a mass of evidence in writing IB 
on file at headquarters, to the great 
good the N. 8. A. is doing for the en­
lightenment of humanity; it seems to 
us that the existence of this great Na­
tional body has advanced the Interests 
of our Cause iu demanding proper re- 
epect for it and its honest exponents, 
in compelling a settlement of its 
rights before the courts, in securing 
the recognition of its missionaries, and 
minister:) from the railroads and in 
many other works—for at least half a 
century.

Duflng the year just closed your 
secretary has written and sent out to 
Betties and individuals about elght- 
c (hundred letters, all upon subjects

been. Societies have done fairly 
well In sending dues, but many wait 
till convention' to send their per cap­
ita by their delegates, which makes it 
impossible for us to tell at this time 
how many will be paid up before 
convention opens. Our financial re­
port of treasurer and secretary will 
give an itemized and accurate'account
of receipts and expenditures. The 
latter has been large, owing to the

"Mary T. Longloy,
"Secretary N. 8. A.: i

"Dear Madame:—You remember of 
my corresponding with you, I think 
last June, in regard to Mrs. B's. 
wishes that whatever property I saw 
fit to leave, to have it go to help sup­
port wornout and needy mediums, 
and I have made my will to that effect. 
The house, barn and 3 % acres .of 
land willed to the National Spiritual­
ists Association to handle as tho offi­
cers may see .best, either as a Medi­
ums’ Home or disposed for that pur­
pose—helping mediums. It Is hoped 
that tho premises will be clear and 
some money besides. The will is in 
the county Merk's office, a copy with 
my executor. You will please not 
use my name publicly.”

Shortly after the close of our last 
convention, Brother S. D. Dye, our 
trustee from California, was called fo 
the spirit world; articles of condo­
lence and resolutions of sympathy 
were, dratted and signed by your 
president and secretary and sent to 
the spiritual papers and also to the 
bereaved .widow of our translated co­
worker. At the May board' meeting, 
at headquarters, the president of the 
California State Association, and ed­
itor ot the Occidental Mystic, Arthur 
8. Howe, was unanimously elected to 
fill the vacancy on the N. 8. A. board 
of trustees, made by the transition of 
Brother Dye. '

Ordination Commissions.
After the rules and regulations ot 

the N. '8. A. Ordination Usages, the
law cases on hand, the Goff Will Case, i ?^ar? has granted , the application of 
the Sinclair Law Case pud others; I _ 6 following societies for an .ordina- 
also our heavy distributions of funds 
to our pensioned mediums and tem­
porary aid to beneficiaries. One cause 
of our deficit may be traced to the 
1905 convention. It will be remem­
bered that at that time, the sum of 
one thousand dollars was voted from
our treasury to the Morris Pratt In­
stitute—usually at conventions, our 
receipts amount to three or four thou­
sand dollars. In 1905 the contribu­
tions and pledges did not reach one 
thousand, less than the one appropri­
ation made at that assembly. The 
evening entertainments were made 
free to the public, thus cutting off an-

pi. jlalnlng to the cause of Spiritualists 
and of Investigators. Our auxiliaries 
have received their annual quarterly 
circular letters, and whenever needful, , 
special letters according to the work 
and demands of the particular society 
calling tor attention in the Une of ad­
vice, Information or encouragement.

The Spiritual papers have received 
and printed frequent articles and re­
ports from the N. S. A.; the utmost ot 
courtesy and aid have been unfailingly 
given to our National Organization 

■ and its officers by the Spiritual press 
and we ask a special vote of thanks 
by your convention to the editors of 
The Progressive-Thinker, Banner of 
Light, Sunflower, Lichtstrahlen, Rea­
son and the Occidental Mystic for 
their Invaluable aid to the N. S. A.

—At our home office, we have re­
ceived numerous visitors—mostly 
from distant states and cities, who, 
when journeying to the Capital City of 
the Nation, take occasion to visit the 
N, S. A. headquarters, talk over the 
status of Spiritualism and avow their 
Interest in it or in liberal subjects 

- generally—these visitors never fall to 
show an Interest in our National 
work and in the borne office, and not a 
few leave some contribution toward 
the general work.

During the year, our Free Library 
has been, as usual, well drawn upon 
by the many who come seeking spirlt- 

- uat light and instruction, and we have 
loaned hundreds ot volumes without 

1 Charge, our only request being that 
the books be properly cared for and 
faithfully returned to our office. A 
great deal of missionary .work has 
peen accomplished in this way.

Our library has received valuable 
contributions from J. Howard Moore, 
Sarah Ford, T. J. Mayer and others, 
all of whom have received our grate­
ful thanks and expressions of appre­
ciation.

other source of N. S. A. revenue.

iks,. whosebrightest minds in cur winks,. whose 
work and united influence go forth 
from our conventional through the 
press-—Secular ana spiritual—and to 
Individuals, carried from here to ev­
ery section of the United States. Thus
is a vast amount o^gpod .done for the 
cause we represent. IJvery char­
tered society by keeping in good 
standing with the NV 8, -Apias a right 
to representation III those annual 
conclaves and it is’the duty of all to 
seb that this representation is made. 
In this way the sodietleB keep best In 
touch with the heacvpfgdnjzation and 
do not feel that they are not bene­
fited by being a part df the same.”

Report of Hudson Tuttle of Library Work Done by
Him for the N. S. A., from Dec. 1,1905,

to Sept. I, 1906.

tlon commission, for the ordaining of 
their respective pastors or of minis­
ters at large: First Church of Balti-
more, 
Mrs.

Md., commission to ordain
Helen Stuart-Richings;

Spiritual Union, Norwich,

Renee, we ean count on at least two 
thousand dollars less in our treasury 
from that convention than were re­
ceived in previous years.

Our Mediums’ Relief Fund
is paying out one hundred and fifty- 
six dollars per month in regular pen­
sions. Our beneficiaries, up to the 
first of October, from the pension 
fund are, Mr. and Mrs. A. Jaqua, 
Mrs. M. E. W. Wright, Mrs. Annie 
Lord Chamberlain, Mrs. Jennie Lord 
Webb, Mrs. E. Cutler, Belle Bush, 
Mrs. A. Angell, P. C. Mills, Lyman C. 
Howe, Dean Clarke, Abram James 
and Mrs. Hendee-Rogers. Addresses 
of these veterans can be secured7 from 
your secretary by all Interested per­
sons who desire to aid in this grand 
work. In addition to the pension 
payments, temporary aid in sums 
ranging from twenty to fifty dollars 
have been granted to stranded medi­
ums, to enable them to recover their 
financial standing and health. Two 
hundred and twenty dollars have 
been thus distributed, and in addition, 
the N. 8. A. sent one hundred dollars 
to San Francisco, to be used for the 
benefit of needy mediums, who had 
lost their all in the great catastrophe 
of April, 1906. We do not mention 
here the names of those who have 
been temporarily benefited from our 
Relief Fund as they are sensitive, but 
they are registered at headquarters 
for information of those who need 
to know concerning them. .

Two of our pensioners, Dr. B. F.

Charters.
During the year we have issued five 

local charters, namely, one each in 
Manchester, N. H.; Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Sunshine Club, Allegheny, Pa.; 
Parkersburg, Va., and Pocatello, Ida­
ho. Our missionaries have done 
good work in connection with organ­
izing, also In encouraging organized 
societies. Their reports will give you 
evidence of their effective labors.

Rev. H. C. Dorn, of Newark, N. J., 
has done good missionary work for 
the N. S. A.; has also held meetings 
and seances for the financial benefit of 
our association and he deserves spe­
cial mention, as does Mrs. H. W. 
Stirrs of Hartford, Conn., who has 
held seances and benefits for the 
funds of this National organization. 
Our thanks are due to them and to all 
who have substantially aided in our 
work. • •

Iowa State Association.
During the late winter or early 

spring, difficulties arose between the 
N. S. A. and the Iowa State Associa­
tion, owing to the management of the 
latter securing the services of Mr. C. 
W. Stewart and Mrs. Josie Folsom 
Stewart for the platform of its annual 
convention and mass-meeting; said 
action being pronounced by the N. S. 
A. board to be in direct contradiction 
to the N. S. A. convention of 1905, In 
sustaining the charges and findings of 
the National board against said par­
ties, and in debarring them from the 
privileges of delegates at said eon- 
vention.

Charges were made against the offi­
cers of the Iowa State Association by 
W. A. Willing, of Northwood, Iowa. 
These were filed at our headquarters 
and the Iowa State Association was 
duly notified of the same at the May 
meeting of the N. S. A. board, with the 
result that the Iowa State Associa­
tion received notice of its charter 
from our National body being re-

First 
Conn.,

commission for ordaining Albert P. 
Blinn, pastor; Montana State, com­
mission for ordination of Mrs. Lilian 
McCormick.

Our Editor-at-Large reports much 
good work performed In the line of 
his duty, his annual statement to 
convention will give detailed account 
of the many able articles he has 
penned for the spiritual and secular 
press in behalf of Spiritualism.

Our Lyceum Superintendent will 
also bring his detailed report. ot 
work accomplished in his special line 
during the year, all our missionaries 
relate their experience, as including 
unwearying and arduous labor In be­
half ot Spiritualism; close attention 
should be given their reports by our 
assembled delegates.

Camps.
- At an early date in the year the va­

rious spiritual camps were solicited 
for a special day at their respective 
grounds for the N. S. A. during the 
camp season of 1906; but a few re­

Clark and Dr. Henry Slade, have 
passed to the higher life since our , 
last annual report. The N. S. A. ' 
saw to the suitable burial of their 
remains. In the case of Henry 
Slade, a project was set on foot to se­
cure contributions for the erecting of 
a suitable stone over his remains. 
This resulted in the discovery that 
Dr. Slade himself had owned a large 
burial plot in the cemetery at Albion, 
Mich., and had erected a handsome 
monument there to his wife and rela-, 
tires, leaving a space for suitable in­
scription for himself. After some 
delay, the parlies in possession of the' 
lot were traced and their permission 
received, also the same from the 
cemetery authorities at Albion, to in­
ter Dr. Slade’s body in the same. 
The work of taking the body . from 
Belding to Albion and re-burying it 
was accomplished under the able su­
pervision of Dr. A. B. Spinney and 
his co-worker. Dr. Grant, to whom 
our thanks are due. About twenty- 
two dollars had been received towards 
getting a monument to Dr. Slade. This 
amount was turned over towards ex­
pense of reburial, full cost being sev­
enty dollars. Dr. Spinney had about 
six dollars in his hands, which he 
proposed should go towards cutting 
the inscription, and we are glad to 
report the final settlement of this 
project.
Receipts to the Mediums' Relief Fund.

Among the generous contributions 
to the Mediums’ Relief Fund may be 
mentioned the Bum of fifty dollars 
donated by the Ohio State Spiritual­
ists Association, this act on the part 
of our auxiliary being of much benefit 
to the fund. Another addition to 
the Relief Fund came in the shape of 
a bequest. Several years since, your 
secretary was notified by lawyers in 
Boston, l)Iass., that a- Spiritualist, 
Mrs. Mary E. Harris had passed 
away and that in her will made some

voked. Our board then made re­
quest of W. A. Willing and a number 
of other prominent Spiritualists in 
Iowa, to proceed to the organization 
of a new State Spiritualists- Associa­
tion in that section, to be chartered 
with the N. S. A. The result of thesb 

■ deliberations and labors is, that in
'August, 1906, the State Spiritualists 
Association of Iowa was organized, 
receiving its charter from our N. S. A., 

: the latter part of that month.
J Another state charter has been is­
sued, this to Oklahoma, interest in our 

. . Cause and national work having been
Strongly created among liberal Spirit­
ualistic minds in that section by 

J President Barrett in his missionary 
? work, followed by Mr. and Mrs.

Sprague with their convincing dem­
onstration of our truths. The result 
was that Brother Sprague organized 

> the State Association of . Oklahoma, 
(frith a good membership and encour-

a government evolved out of the Dec­
laration ot Independence. UNSEEN 
POWERS ARE SHAPING EVENTO 
TO THIS END, AND THE FINAL 
CULMINATION WILL BE THE USH­
ERING IN OF THE "NEW HEAVENS 
AND THE NEW EARTH, WHEREIN 
DWELLETH RIGHTEOUSNESS."

N. F. RAVLIN. 
Kanesvllle, Ill.

In every instance where your sec­
retary has Bent thd'.Yhregoing state­
ment to complaining societies, good 
seed lias been sown ' and the com­
plaints have ceased. '
Charlatans in the Guise of Mediums. 

. Occasionally we heat of tricksters 
posing as genuine mediums and claim­
ing protection from the N. 8. A, In 
all such cases we do. our best to un­
mask the frauds and inform the public 
of their nefarious doings. It is our 
wish always to stand by true mediums 
and we know that such are often ma­
ligned, but the utterly false we cannot 
at any time sanction.,. A case in point 
is that of one Dr. T. White, of Balti­
more. This man posed as a medium, 
claimed to develop clairvoyance and 
occult powers generally for, a hand­
some money consideration; sold 
charms, love potions and all sorts of 
things in the name of Spiritualism. Ho 
succeeded in amassing a handsome 
fortune from his dupes. He was ar­
rested last spring and his lawyer 
wrote to your secretary asking her to 
come to Baltimore to take the stand in 
his defense; that she Was wanted to 
define Spiritualism as a religion and 
generally give testimony that could, 
be used advantageously on the side of 
his client. Promise of being well 
paid was made to her.

Your secretary replied to this legal 
luminary that she could not be In­
duced to enter such a case, except on 
the side of honesty and truth; that 
Spiritualism is a religion and a sacred 
one and that its National Association 
stands for honesty and truth only; 
that it denounces fraud and charlatan­
ism of every sort and especially so in 
the name'of mediumship; that it does 
not countenance the sale of charms or 
love potions and that If Dr. White was 
Innocent of, the charges preferred 
against him, she hoped he would be 
cleared; l^t If guilty, it would be our 
hope that he be convicted and receive 
his punishment. Nothing further 
was received from that lawyer, but 
we learned that the accused was 
proved to be a sharper and fraud, and 
served according to his deserts.

Headquarters,

National Spiritualists Association-— 
Respected Sirs:—I have the pleasure . 
reportjpg-to you the work ot this office 
for the first three terms of the year, I 
commencing December 1, 1905, and 
ending September 1, 1906.

I have furnished the following list 
of articles to the press, and In doing 
bo have lost no opportunity to defend 
our Cause and bring its . claims to 
public attention: 1
First Quarter, Dec. 1, to March 1.

My attention was called by Hon. K. 
A.-Dague to a lecture by Henry Frank, 
delivered before the Psychical Society 
of Los Angeles, in which he spoke in > 
language I do not care here to re­
peat. My reply in the Banner of 
Light called out a reply from Mr. 
Frank. He asserted that he had been 
falsely reported by Mr. Dague. It 
became a matter of veracity between 
these gentlemen, and Mr. Dague fully 
sustained his report. Mr. Frank, in 
a lengthy response, admitted that 
Mr. Dague had reported correctly and 
made his plea on that line of defense. 
My last reply was based on this ad- 
mlSBion, and was given in the Banner 
of Light. In that reply I held to the 
statement that THE TIME HAD- 
GONE BY WHEN SPIRITUALISTS 
WERE TO REMAIN SILENT WHEN 
THEIR BELIEF W'AS LIBELED, OR 
MEEKLY APOLOGIZE FOR THEIR 
CAUSE.

Review of Passing Events—“Inter­
esting to Flesh-Eaters"; “Speak for 
the Creatures ot the Wood and Field 
Who' Cannot Speak for Themselves”; 
“A Comparison”; “Straws Showing 
the Trend ot Public Opinion”—Ban­
ner of Light and The Progressive 
Thinker.

Review of Passing Events—"Devil-

“Tho Coming Convention.”—The 
Progressive Thinker and Sunflower.

"The Convention of the National 
Spiritualists Association.”—Record- 
Herald, Chicago.

"Materialization vs. Ethereallza- 
tion.”—The Progressive Thinker.

“A New Organization.’’--The Pro­
gressive Thinker.,

To this work I may add the prep­
aration of an article on Mediumship, 
assigned to me by the president for 
the work proposed to be published at 
the last convention at Minneapolis.

I presume you understand that 
this list of subject-titles gives only a 

(Slight idea of the task of tnelf prep­
aration. Yet I should acknowledge 
that under the influences’ that have 
controlled me, it has not been a task, 
an effort, but a pleasure, and right 
here I wish to say that whatever has 
been gained, whatever has redounded 
to the furtherance of truth and knowl­
edge, belongs to this spiritual source, 
and the imperfection of utterance to 
their Instrument.

The correspondence has not les­
sened but increased, and the office' 
his become a sort of information bu­
reau for inquiries on Spiritualism and
relative subjects. Perhaps this is not

ism”; “Felix Schelling”
Example' "Magnetic

A Worthy 
Healing”;

“Professor Larkin Hits Out With ills 
Shillalah”—Banner of Light, Sun­
flower and The Progresslye Thinker.

Review of Passing Events—“Bibles 
Are Scarce”; “An Outgrowth of the 
Old Theology”; "The Great Church 
Trust”—Banner and The Progressive 
Thinker.

“In Regard to Kellar.”—Chicago 
Record-Herald.

"Response to Evangelist Daniels." 
—Anaconda Standard, Montana. This 
reply was printed separately by that 
ardent worker, Mr. W. J. Hicks, for 
distribution.

“A Creed.”—Banner and Sun­
flower;

“Spiritualism.”—Written by the re-

WONDERFUL SUCCESS 
OF"ACTINA”
In the Treatment of

Afflictions of the Eye

sponded. Our president and mis­
sionaries represented the N- 8. A. at 
the western camps, and otrr vlce-presl- 
-dent and several trustees had charge 
of the N. 8. A. day at Lily Dale. 
President Barrett ministered at all 
the New England camps that granted 
an N. S. A. day, except Onset. Your 
secretary presided at the latter camp 
as the representative of our National 
Association on the special day granted 
to us there, at that time with the 
able assistance of'Dr. Geo. A. Fuller 
and Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Hatch. We 
raised the sum of one hundred and 
seventeen dollars, which was after­
wards augmented by an additional 
hundred dollars from Mr. I. B. Rich, 
formerly of the Banner of Light, to 
whom your secretary sent an appeal, 
asking him to add to the contribu­
tions of N. S. A. day at Onset.

Law Suits.
The N, S. A. in financially backing 

the defendants in the will contest 
case of the Goff estate in Michigan, 
has supplied funds at intervals dur­
ing the year to this Cause as our 
financial reports show, the suit now 
on in New Jersey will also be a drain 
on our treasury;, it Is in the case of 
B. F. Sinclair of Lakewood. This 
gentleman and his wife deeded in fee 
simple, some three years since, their 
home, house and nine acres of land, 
to the N. S. A., the place to remain as
their home during their life. Last 
June Mr. Sinclair passed away. Rel­
atives are now entering suit to have 
the deed set aside, also to break the 
will of the deceased. The N. 8. A. 
board has secured an able lawyer in 
New Jersey to conduct its side of the

years before, she had devised a part 
ot her state to the Veterans Spiritual 
Union for the help of mediums, and a 
similar part in trust for the benefit of 
mediums, to Mary T. Longley, to be 
used by her according to her best 
judgment, for the benefit of poor me­
diums If at the time of settlement, 
there should be no mediums’ home in 
active operation. In March of 1906, 
the estate was settled. Your secre­
tary had notified the executors of the 
estate that she desired to make over 
that part of it, in which she was in­
terested as trustee, to the National 
Spiritualists Association for Ite Medi­
ums' Relief Fund; and after the nec­
essary legal formalities to that end 
were complied with, the expense at­
tached to the same paid, your secre­
tary received from said Harris estate 
the sum of $2,160.03, which she im­
mediately paid over to our treasurer 
for the Mediums' Relief Fund." This 
nice little sum has enabled us to ac­
complish more for our destitute me­
diums and it has encouraged us ,to 
hope that ere It is-wholly expended, 
perhaps other generous souls will be 
Induced to contribute to the Mediums'

Our headquarters—-the property of quest of tho Iowa State' Spiritualist 
the N. 8. A.—consists of a fine house, Association.
not a business building of halls and "Dr. Funk and His Critics.”—The 
offices as many of our people seem to Sunflower. •
think, but a brick House, well situ-1 “Growth ot Catholicism in the 
ated in a good locality 'on Capitol United States.”—Banner of Light.
Hill, Washington, ■frithin a few' min- I Review of Passing Events—"Hlu’s- 
utes’ walk of the Ca^Jtol of the United I tratlon of the Test Proposed by Mr. 
States; our N. S. A.-Tree Library, our Meyers”; "Atavism.”—Banner of 
offices and store-rooms are situated in Light and The Progressive Thinker, 
this .building; the ’remaining rooms “Mr. Meyers’ Test Illustrated.”'— 
constitute the residence of your secre- Banner and The Two Worlds, Man- 
tary, who pays monthly rent for'kame; I cheater, England.
let’it be remembered that.it seems to “Messages from the Unseen.”—Bob- 
be essential for the Secretary to live in 1 ton Globe.'
this building, hecqu^ It ispot deemed “Spiritualism—Do the Spirits of the
proper to Jiave the kegpipg.of the-Na- Departed Come Back to Earth 
tlonal offices'and property in. the care I Again?"—Reply to the Rev. Macfar- 
—or partly so—of other residents of lane, In Saint James Gazette, Minne-

tho least valuable part of the work.
I wish to say to correspondents 

who have sent clippings from Catho­
lic papers, by way of apology, that, I 
nave not attempted to answer for 
such papers will not admit replies. 
Nor will secular papers admit any­
thing opposing Catholicism, although 
articles on Splritiuilism find ready 
hearing since public attention has 
been awakened by the recent Interest 
taken by many men of note in psy­
chic phenomena. Criticism of Cath­
olicism is barred from every secular 
journal and the spiritual press offers 
the only means for its publication.

In conclusion, I wish to call atten­
tion to the wonderful change in the 
secular press and the public mind re­
garding Spiritualism. Whatever may 
be said In opposition, this Is. clear, 
that the fundamental idea of the na­
ture of spirit and spirit existence, has 
absolutely changed since Its advent. 
It has made possible a science of psy­
chology; made ghosts and ghostland 
subject to law, and Introduced a new 
philosophy of life here and hereafter.

I am respectfully yours,
HUDSON TUTTLE.

P. S.—This report does not Include 
the last term of the year, usually 
calling for the most attention.

I want to repeat that the efficiency 
of this office mainly depends on the 
assistance furnished by those Interest­
ed. They furnish the material, and 
point out the occasion for replies to
attacks, and gain by their 
ence admission to articles, 
otherwise would be rejected. 
Bire to express my gratitude

the place. These explanations are sota.
made, because inquiries concerning “A Test of Little Importance to
our building are frequently coming to I Spiritualism.”—Boston Herald.
our office. As the world ought to Review of Passing Events.—
know by this time, the handsome I “Source of the Psalms”; "Messages 
structure was a free gift to the N. 8. from the Unseen”; “A Hopeful 
A. from Its honored treasurer, Theo- Sign."—Banner and The Progressive 
dore J. Mayer. Thinker.

The work at headquarters goes on “Status of American Spiritualism." 
quietly; no special assistant in office The Two Worlds, Manchester.
work is need or engaged, save two or “The Profound Wisdom of Chris- 
three times during the year some as- Dan Editors.”—The Message of Life, 
sistance is needed In particular offi- 1 New Zealand.
cial work, the compensation for which | Second Quarter, March 1 to June 7.

“Evolution of the God of Spiritual-

case. .
It sometimes becomes the duty ot 

your secretary to officiate at funer­
als in the vicinity of the home office, 
calls for such service being made upon 
her as an officer of this association. 
At such times the word of spiritual 
truth is spoken with no uncertain 
sound and usually there Is present 
some minister of the theological 
creeds, also members of various de­
nominations who then have the oppor­
tunity to listen to an expounding of 
the philosophy of Spiritualism. This 
seems, to come in as a part of our 
good work, and it Is one of which we 
can be justly proud.

We occasionally receive, a letter 
from some disheartened or disaffected 
auxiliary saying that the members 
have about decided to withdraw, from 
the. National body, and' asking of 
what service the N. 8. A. is to them 
anyway. Your secretary replies in 
the following strain, to-wit:

"We must all realize that a union 
of forces, individually and collectively, 
of societies, such as compose the N. 
8. A. cannot fail to do great good in 
the world of Spiritualism and to 
present a solid front of spiritual en­
ergy to the world at large. When we 
remember that the National Organ­
ization is busy in sending out mission­
aries' to different parts of the coun­
try, mainly to remote places where 
the Cause has little chance for growth 
without such aid; that it Is active in 
the. lyceum cause, having a general 
superintendent to look after these 
schools; that it has a salaried Editor-' 
at-Large to meet and reply to the at­
tacks of the secular press on Spiritual­
ists, or, to proihlnent opposers of our 
Cause; that it gratuitously distrib­
utes thousands of spiritual tracts 
yearly; that it has a Medium’s Pen­
sion Bureau, from which many help­
less and aged mediums are monthly 
cared for; that it has established a 
system of protection for mediums by 

। demanding recognition of the rights 
. of our co-workers from the courts, 
• when they are unjustly assailed; that 
। it has in many instances protected 
. the rights of Spiritualists to make

comes under the item of secretary’s I 
clerk hire and does not exceed fifty I 
dollars per year. To Mrs. Agnes O. 
W. Fugltt we are Indebted for valu- I 
able aid in office affairs, also to C. P. 
Longley, whose labors save expense of 
other service in mailing and in work 
that a porter might be needed for. To 
these helpers the thanks of your sec­
retary are publicly due. I

Our mail work, independent of cor­
respondence is heavy. It also draws \ 
on postage account. It consists of I 
free mailing of tracts, and of booklets 
and is a part of the office work, which 
Mr. Longley attends to for love of the 
Cause. Our work has gone smoothly 
through the year. Correspondence 
with societies has been harmonious 
and relations with the Spiritualistic 
workers, local apAqt large, have been 
of the best. Y ,' r secretary returns 
thanks to all who have contributed to 
the success of her work; tb the edit­
ors of the Spiritual papers; our mis­
sionaries; to our worthy president and 
each of our trusted officers, and espe­
cially to our treasurer, Brother Mayer, 
who has been at work early and late 
in the Cause of the N. 8. A., and been 
an invaluable adviser In each question 
of moment that called for settlement 
and wisdom. -

With cordial greetings and love to 
you, one and all,

Respectfully submitted, 
MARY T. LONGLEY, 

N.-S. A. Secretary.

THE SWEET BRIAR.

The sweet briar with Its fragrant rose 
My memory ever prizes: .

It smiled on me one, dewy'morn
Blooming by the hedges:

Its breath still lingers inline'song 
That gave to me his pkidges.

Bloom on, bloom on, tHbii precious 
flower, . . ■

In calm or cloudy feather; .
Your song so sweejc stillf hath the

power -•6?

Fund. *
The following letter received at our 

office, December, 1905, may be intro­
duced here with proper effect;

wills and devise their property as 
they choose—by aiding in the defense 
of such .wills in cases of contest—and 
that it is a centralized power for 
Spiritualism with its own headquar­
ters, we may'well believe that every 
chartered society is not only helping 
In all this good work, but also in 
many ways is being directly and indi-

Every person with Impaired eyesight or suf­
fering from weak or diseased eyes should write 
for our latest free booklet, entitled "Positive 
Evidence." .

Tho records of phenomenal cures by tho 
“Aellna" treatment, as described therein by 
grateful patients themselves—names aud ad- 

resses given—will satisfy the most'skepllcal 
that ’-Actlna" Is not oaly a remarkable, simple 
and harmless Invention, but effects cures after 
specialists have pronounced the eases Incurable.

Following ore a tow of 
the successes produced by 

■ “Actlna, "described In our 
free booklet, "Positive 
Evidence." “
, A Chicago gentleman, 
after suffering 12 months 
with Inflammation ot the 
Iris, used "Actlna" a tew 

weeks. He says ho cun now see us well and as 
tarns anybody.

An Iowa lauy writes that after being under 
treatment of specialists tor 15 years, "Actlna” 
completely restored her eyesight and sho no 
longer uses glasses. '

Astigmatism and granulated lids Impaired 
the eyesight ot a Hartford (Conn.) lady. Spe­
cialists fulled to cure. As a lust resort, against 
advice ot friends, she tried "Aellna." She 
writes;—"For ninny months 1 have written al­
most daily without glasses, No pain In my 
eyes and drooping eyelid is restored." '

“Actlna" removed a oatariun from tho eye of 
an Oklahoma lady; relieved the closure of a 
tear duet for a well known Chicago lady, and In 
scores of Instances people have been able to 
discard eyeglasses through the faithful use of 
'Aellna." go get an Idea of the enthusiasm of 

our patients the entire letters should Le read-
"Aellna Is built on common sense principles, 

Ils simplicity, effectiveness a id Listing quali­
ties will appeal to any one that will investigate, 
Let us send you one on tan days' UT.il. Use It 
its often a I you please and It you are not bune- 
llled. orhr any other reason un, not satisfied, 
send It buck and no charge will be made. Write 
today. Address New York & London Electric 
Ass'll. Dept. 342 W., I® Walnut SI., Kansas 
City, Mo.

influ- 
which 
I de- 
to the

many who have made possible the
work I have done. H. T.

THE VIEWS OF A VETERAN.

He Paints a Roseate View of the Fu­
ture, Declaring- That the Unseen 
Powers Are Shaping Events and 
There Will Be an Ushering in of 
the “New Heavens and the New 
Earth, Wherein Dwelleth Righte­
ousness."
To the Editor:—Your correspond­

ent, H. E. Pomeroy, wishes the writer 
to tell who was the original author of 
the definition of Spiritualism, as given

ists."—-Harbinger ot Light, Mel­
bourne, Australia.

Reply to Rev. Knowlton.—Saint 
James Gazette. This discussion be­
gan with Rev. McFarlane, who called 
in a brother to hold up his hand. The 
editor of the Gazette, after the appear­
ance ot the first articles, demanded 
pay for publishing. The Spiritual­
ists at once raised the funds and more 
than sufficient. The minister after 
the second reply excused himself from 
further argument by saying there was 
no money to pay the bill. They had 
more anger and hate than argument 
and money.

“Dr. Randall on Evolution and the 
Bible.”—Port Huron Times.

Review ot Passing Events—"Our 
Anniversary."—The Progressives Ly­
ceum, Banner and The Progressive 
Thinker.

"The Lyceum.”—The Sunflower.
Review of Passing Events—“Straws 

Showing the Trend of Public Opinion 
Regarding Spiritualism”; "Splrltual- 
ism and Marriage.”—Banner and 
The Progressive Thinker.

“Revival of the Torture Chamber 
I in the Chicago University."—Banner 

and The Progressive Thinker.
' “The Only Guide.”—Reply in 
Times-Union, Albany, N. Y.

I “Is Spiritualism Founded on Fraud 
or Truth?”—Providence Journal.

I ■ "The Proof of Immortality; Reply 
I to Bishop Courtlandt Whitehead."— 
I Sent to the Meadville Dally Messen­

ger.

To link our hearts together; ■ I 
The parting in thiswteil Ofitears,

Twin souls can never sever.
Oh, rare sweet flower, that thou didst 

• love, - -
Now veiled In silvery spray;.

Is its golden leaves jin reelins above
As pure as perfect dai?. I

Do zephyrs o’er its'bosom, sweep I 
i And bathe its, brew in, pink-white 

ray? ' ’ . ..
Sing, sacred soul, forever.'sing. 
Thou hast that flower in keeping; 
Among the anthems that will ring 
Thy voice, my lone heart seeking; 
As the evening's shadows kiss the Bky 
I shairknow beloved, that' thou art 

nigh.
Rose L. Bushnell-DonnElIy.

Los Angeles, Cal. - ■

"The Romance ot Jude; A Story of 
the Life and Times of the Nazarene 
and His People.’’ Through the medi­
umship of Mrs. MyT. 'Longley. An in­
tensely interesting book. Neatly bound 
in cloth and gilt. Only 50 cents.

Ewer Cum
WITH SOOTHING, BALMY OILS. 
Cancer, Tumor, Catarrh, Piles, Fistula, Ui corp, 
Eczema and all Skinand Female Diseases. Write 
for Illustrated Book. Bent free. Address 6 

dr:byeI Broadway, Kansas City, Mo.
gm Salaries

* Work honorable, easy

Men and women 
of every age aro 
making big eala- 
r 11! a with ua.

* v Work honorable, cm? und agreeable at 
home. We want lomo one in your ncigbuorhood. Are 
tn old eatabUihed firm. Write to-day. Big money tor you, 
ROYAL MANUFACTURING CO. box a,ao Delroll, Mich.

The above is the uumner of the pres­
ent issue ot The Progressive Thinker, 
as printed at the top of the first page, 
right hand corner, if this number cor­
responds with the figures on your wrap­
per, then the time you have paid for has 
expired, and you are requested to re­
new your subscription. This number 
at the right hand corner of the first 
page is advanced each week, showing 
the number of Progressive Thinkers 
issued up to date. Keep watch of tho 
number on the tag of your wrapper.

MOLLIE FANCHER,
The Brooklyn Enigma.

An authentic statement of facts In tho life of 
Mary J. Fancher, the psychological marvel of 
the nineteenth century. Unimpeachable testi­
mony of many witnesses. By Abram H. Dalley. 
With illustrations. Price, cloth. 81.50.

in a recent article published in your - 
valuable paper, on "Spiritualism and | 
Its Counterfeit.” (

Now, Mr. Editor, the writer was not 
aware that the definition given in that 
article was any different from the 
views held by all truly progressed and 
progressive Spiritualists.

Of course one’s views of the subject 
enlarge and become more and more 
profound as one rises in thought and 
aspiration, till the innermost of the 
spiritual nature is flooded with hal­
lowed light; it is then that all things 
of an earthly nature dwindle into In­
significance, and seem far away.

The writer obtains neither his writ­
ten communications nor his lectures 
from any mundane or exoteric source; 
but he does not presume to say who 
his insplrers are.

Ancient, or very far advanced 
spirits, seldom give their names. 
With them the message they would 
convey to the children of earth, Is the 
only thing of real importance.

Mediums may see and describe 
Ahem, as they often do. They some­
times tell me whom they saw back of 
me giving the inspiration during the 
lecture. Other Inspirational speakers 
no doubt have many times had the 
same experience.

Now, before closing I will say to 
my venerable friend Pomeroy, that I 
am Indebted to a very ancient Indian 
spirit, whose residence in the spiritual 
world antedates the biblical record, 
for the views I hold concerning the sa­
credness, the vastness and the all-in-

Passing Events—"Ghosts to the 
Front;. Dr. Servlss on Ghosts"; “The 
Secular Press Yields to the Inevit­
able."—Banner and The Progressive 
Thinker. ;

In the same journals, "The Velvet 
Paw Reveals the Sharp Talons of The­
ocratic Despotism’’; "Father Sherman 
as a Revelator.”

"Modern Spiritualism."—Reply to 
correspondent in Milwaukee Free 
Press. .

“The San Francisco Disaster-—What 
Is It For?”—Norwalk Reflector.

“Lesson of the Great Disaster.”— 
Banner and The Progressive Thinker, 
and changed in form in Harbinger of 
Light. ' .

“The Crapscy Heresy Tria!.”—Ban­
ner and The Progressive Thinker.

“Exploiting Ghost Stories.”—-The 
Argus, Albany, N. Y. \ ,

Third Quarter, Juno 1, to Sept. t.
| “Wait Abraham Lincoln a Christian, 
Infidel or Spiritualist?”;—Chicago 
Record-Herald.

“A Matter of History”; response to 
I Mr. Jenks’ criticism, in The Progress­

Ive Thinker.
“All That Can Be Said of Spiritua'- 

ism”: reply to Frank Podtnore, in 
The Two Worlds (England).

“Benefits of Spiritualism, 
esta (Pa.) News.

“Reply to Rev. Scoville."- 
son Globe.

■Ton-

Atkin-

"Religion in the Public Schools.”— 
Houston (Texas) Chronicle. .

"In Re Dr. Krebs.”—Sent to the 
Springfield Republican.

MAHOMET, THE ILLUSTRIOUS.’
By Godfrey Higgins. Esq. This work is one 

of the Library of Liberal Classics. No author 
was better qualified to write an Impartial and 
honos'ulife of Mahomet than Godfrey Higgins, 
and this volume is Intensely interesting It 
should be read In coni unction with Gibum’a 
work. Price. 25 cents. ’... .............. —.

Molecular Hypothesis of Nature; 
The Relation of Its Principles to Continued Ex­
istence and to the Philosophy of Spiritualism. 
By Prof W. M. Lock wood. Paper. 24 cents.

FaW Tom and the fW
Or a Night at the Vatican. Written probably 
by Sir Samuel Ferguson. From Blackwood's 
Edinburg Mag? .zine. Thia Is a humorous ac­
count of a roilcksome visit to tho Popo of 
Romo by Father Tom, an Irish priest, armed 
With a superabundance of Irish wit, two Im­
perial quart bottles of Irish “poteen," and an 
Irish recipe tor “coawouudlng” the same* 
Paper, 25 cents: cloth. 50 cents.

Practical Methods to insure Success-.
A valuable little work, full of practical in­

struction In matters pertaining to physical, 
mental and spiritual health. Worth many 
times its cost. Price 10 cents.

Force and Matter «a 
book. A profound work upou a profound sub­
ject. Price, cloth. 81.00.

AFTER HER DEATH.
The Story of a Summer. By Lilian Whiting. 

Pervaded wi ;h pure and beautiful spirituality 
of thought. Instructive and helpful to all who 
love and Beek the higher and finer ways of 
spiritual experience. Price. 81.00.

Talleyrand's Letter to the Pope. 
This work will ba found especially interesting 
to all who would desire to make a study of Ro­
manism and the Bible. The historic facts stat­
ed, and the keen, scathing review or Romish 
ideas and practices ttliould be read by all. Price 
25 cents.

elusiveness of Spiritualism. I will 
not disclose his name without per­
mission. He may, or may not, be the 
author of the definition of Spiritual­
ism previously alluded to.

From1 his standpoint In the celes­
tial world, what is now known on 
earth as Spiritualism, is a very crude 
affair compared with what it will be 
when the children of this planet 
evolve to a higher plane of living, 
and become truly "spiritually 
minded."

Then, and not till then, will fraud­
ulent mediumship pass away. It will 
then cease to be for want of patron­
age. Among Spiritualists all corrupt 
practices will be put away and be 
burled forever with the rubbish of a 
dead past. Thought, word and deed 
will be inspired by pure celestial love, 
with no element of lust mingling in Its 
composition. What spiritual pro­
gression means and what It compre­
hends will then be truly understood. 
The truth and the good of all sys­
tems of religious thought will be 
blended in the divine philosophy of 
Spiritualism, like the beautiful rain­
bow spanning the dark canopy of the 
passing storm cloud.

The storm is now passing. Sin is 
being finished, and Is bringing forth 
death. , < ■

That which SEEMS, Is not; that 
which 18, alone remains. THE 
SEEMING MAN OF HONOR AND 
UPRIGHTNESS IS DEAD; THE 
REAL MAN OF DISHONOR AND 
CRIME STANDS FORTH. The earth 
trembles and quakes. The old foun­
dations of ignorance and superstition 
are being destroyed. The worthless 
sh&cks of pretended godllnes^ are be­
ing scattered like the withered leaves 
of autumn. THE STORM CENTER 
WILL BE THE UNITED STATES, 
and a sham republic will give olaco to

THE AGE OF REASON.
By Thomas Paine. Being an InvcsilsaUon ot 

2rno and Fabulous Theology. A now and com­
plete edition, from new plates and now typo; 
ISO pages, post Svo. Paper ws; clofaWa

Researches Modern SgiriEalism 
By SIR WILLIAM CROOKES. F. R. S., with 
Illustrations. Of unusual Interest and value, 
by one of the greatest scientists of the world. 
Price, 50 cents-

The Nemesis of 
Chautauqua Lake

This fascin­
ating Book 
by the well-

known Author anti Scholar,
HON. A. B. RICHMOND, 

Should be in tho handset every Spiritualist in 
the land. Ills based on a historfoal fact, but 
through the naratlve Is woven a psychic line of 
thought In tho stylo so natural to the peat 
criminal lawyer that one can fool the author's 
very presence during its pornrat It Is certain- 
lr Interesting. Price, cloth. 73 units.
IIAMAMi A Lecture Delivered to Ladies 
WU1 IHll I Only. By Mrs.iDr. Hulburt. On 
the present status ot woman, physically, men­
tally, morally and spiritually. Tho divine law 
of true Uatmquial marriage, etc. Price, 10a -

The Infidelity of tccle&iastici6m, 
A Menace to American Civilization. By Prof. 
W. M. Lockwood. A trenchant and masterly 
treatise. Price. 23 cents. ( 

The Religion of Science.
By Dr. Paul Caras. Ver thoughtful and In- 

teresllng. Price, 23 cents.

The Science of Spirit Return/ '.
By Cbnrles Barbara. A scientific rehears# 

that Is truly Interesting. Price, 10 cents .

M-„ l-fia os Disclosed In tho Bibis" 
I lai] and LOB By Bev. Arthur Chambers, 
Cninib InnW Associate ol King’s College 
OUiriL WOriO London. An excellent book 
for Christian people who would Investigate and 
learn the tacts ot Bible teachings as well as 
modern spirit phenomena. > Price, cloth. 81.10k

that.it
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The Spiritualistic Field—Its Workers, Its Work, 
and General Progress, the World Over.

CONTRIBUTORS.—Each contributor 
is alone responsible for any assertions 
or statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be­
lieving tbat tho cause of truth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of the 
sentiments uttered In an article may *;e 
diametrically opposed to his belief, yet 
that is no reason why they should bs 
suppressed; yet we wish it distinctly 
understood that our space Is inade­
quate to publish everything that comes 
to hand, however much we might desire 
to do so. That must account for tho 
non-appearance of YOUR article.

WRITE PLAINLY,—We would like 
to impress upon tho minds of'our corre­
spondents that The Progressive Thinker 
is set up on a Linotype machine that 
must make speed equal to about four 
compositors. That means rapid work, 
and it is essential that all copy, to in­
sure insertion in the paper, all other re­
quirements being favorable, should no 
written plainly with Ink on white 
paper, or with a typewriter, and only on 
one side of the paper. Please bear this

AS A GENERAL RULE, IN THIS 
OFFICE we PAY NO ATTENTION TO 
ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE 
WRITER SHOULD ACCOMPANY ALL 
MATTER, OF WHATEVER KIND, 
SENT TO THIS OFFICE.

When writing foj>this paper 
use a pen or typewriter.

We go to press early Monday morn­
ing, hence communications Intended for 
that current Issue should reach this 
office not later than the previous Satur­
day morning. Bear this in mind.

ALWAYS GIVE YOUR FULL NAME 
AND ADDRESS WHEN SENDING NO­
TICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR 
PUBLICATION, OTHERWISE THEY 
WILL FIND THEIR WAY TO THE 
WASTE BASKET,

■ W. 0. Bassett .whites: "I enjoy' and 
appreciate your wonderful puper apd 
the premium books." ' - - ■
' W. H,_ Leidlgh writes' Trom*- Villa' 

Ridge, 111,: "I see my last number ot 
The Progressive Thinker reached me 
last week, and I must renew if I wish 
the weekly visits of the best paper in 
the world to be continued, and I most 
certainly wish it to continue to come 
to our home; so long as we are here to 
read it, and may you, Brother Francis, 
live to a good ripe old age to keep 
The Progressive Thinker up to Its 
present standard of excellence, ' arid 
when you have served out your al­
lotted time of usefulness to our great 
and good cause, may there he some 
other good man or woman ready and 
able to take your place, and fill it as 
ably as you are doing. May the tin­
ge) world be able to hold you in the 
good work until such time that some 
one will be ready to take up the work 
when your time expires.”

Mrs. C. Kirchner writes: "At the 
Rising Sun Temple, Oakley and Jack­
son Boulevards, on Sunday, October 
14, an array of talent was present 
which savored of the convention. A 
very fine_ discourse by Bro, John W. 
Ring was given, followed by Mrs, 
Howe of California, Mrs, Georgia 
Gladys Cooley, Mrs. Parkhurst of Bal­
timore, and Mrs. Help of Portland, and 
others. All gave out some very en­
couraging thoughts to the large audi­
ence present. In the evening, Bro. 
Ring spoke again to a large audience, 
and his words will be long remem­
bered. Sister Parkhurst followed

The RapWs people are espe- 
iclajly• glad toW Ser-there, ■ an! vary 
sorry to bare MF W they have' 
been duped W gWfly by fakirs of all 
dpspripilons^^ . good to

Mrs, Wm. Sawer. writes: “You 
really merit rifany •thanks and congrat­
ulations for the gobfl work you are do­
ing, but if I should-begin to try to ex­
press niy thiiyjts, a#/! the pleasure and 
comfort I have derived from your val­
uable paper,;The HKpgressive Thinker, 
1 would notriRnow) where to begin, or 
when to stpwj buLps you know that I 
have taken tflo papgr nearly all these 
years since its birth; you will readily 
understand that I^ould not for long 
time bo without ,it.;| ■ .

A. J. Long writes from Langley,
Ayash.: “Wevenjoyi your, paper . ver■y
much, and think it by far the best 
paper in the cause. Think your deter­
mined effort to rout the fake mediums 
the best among its many good things.'’

D. J. Hendrick! writes from Colo-
rado Springs, Colo 
many fakers thire:

that there are
He says

was one here u short time ago.
'There 

He
did a paying business. He got sev­
eral thousand dollars - and then left. 
He came/ paid :his license, and In-a 
few weeks robbed the people of hun­
dreds, and skipped. An honest me­
dium can’t pay the' high license.”

Mrs. Mary Roberts writes: “A re­
cent communication I sent, appeared 
In The Progressive Thinker as com-
ing- from Rockford, III.' It should

n; s; a: proceedings

In mind. - ____
ITEMS.—Bear In mind that lte®s 

the General Survey will in all cases ns 
adjusted to the space we have to- occu­
py, and In order to do that they wu 
generally have to be abridged more o 
less; otherwise many items would D 

. crowded out. Sometimes a thirty-nn 
item is cut down to ten lines, and t 
lines to two lines, as occasion may * • 
quire. „

TAKE DUE NOTICE, that all items 
for this page must be accompanied y 
tho full name and address of the writ • 
It will not do to say that Secretary 
Carrespondent writes so and so wb • 
out giving the full name and address 
the writer. The Items of those who do 
not comply with this request will 
cast Into the waste basket.

KEEP COPIES of your poems sent to 
this office, for they will not be returned 
if we have not space to use them.

THIS GENERAL SURVEY DEPART­
MENT IS ONLY INTENDED TO 
CHRONICLE THE ENGAGEMENTS 
AND WORK OF SPEAKERS AND ME-
DIUMS.
VARIOUS

A REPORT OF WHAT THE
SPEAKERS SAY WILL

NOT BE PUBLISHED, AS WE HAVE 
MOT SPACE SUFFICIENT FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Mrs. Maggie Vestal will serve the 
society in Wichita, Kansas, during the 
month of November. Any communi­
cations addressed to her there In care 
of T. A. Thompson, 812 North Law­
rence street, will receive prompt at­
tention.

John I}. Chrisney writes: "We con­
gratulate you on the stand you have 
taken for purity in our ranks."

Georgia Gladys Cooley will be lec­
turer and message bearer for the P. R. 
S. of Rockford, Ill., Sunday, October 
28. The society holds Its meetings In 
1. 0. 0. F. Hall on South Main street.

Dr. Juliet H. Severance will lecture 
for the Society of Anthropology, at 
Corinthian Hall, Masonic Temple, on 
Sunday, October 28, at 2:30 p. m. 
Subject, "Is Physical Life the Finale 
of Evolution?” Discussion will fol­

, low the lecture, any person present 
neing allowed to speak. Dr. Sever­
ance is now free to answer calls to 
speak for societies and officiate at fu-
nerals. Address her at 578 
street, Chicago, Ill.

Rev. N. F. RaVlin was In 
last week. This veteran 
would like engagements for

E. 60th

the city 
lecturer 
the fall

and winter. Address him at Kanes- 
vllle, III.

Mrs. Carrie Parkhurst of Baltimore, 
Spiritual lecturer and medium, is open 
for engagements in and near Chicago, 
to speak and give messages for Spirit 
ualist Societies. Terms reasonable. 
Address her In care of Mrs. C. Kirch­
ner, 22 Jackson Place, Chicago, Ill.

Eva L. Stewart writes: “Rev. G. C. 
Love arrived here in time to speak for 
the Hyde Park Occult Society on the 
14th, and a goodly crowd greeted him. 
His address was grand and was ap­
preciated by all the audience—only 
one regret, that he can’t be with us 
again. Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley 
followed Mr. Love with a fine talk, 
which she always gives. Mr.-. Win 
j raver gave messages and all were ac­
knowledged but one. He is a fine 
psychic and all enjoyed his message 
sages and hope to have him with us 
again. We hold our circle hereafter 
on Tuesday evenings instead of Thurs­
day. On October 25 we give the first 
dance of the season, and every alter­
nate week through the season. We 
serve refreshments at these dances.”

S. A. Huntington writes from Mal­
den, Mass., in reference to the Pro­
gressive Spiritual Society, Mrs. Fan­
nie S. Sheriff, president: "At tbe 
Thursday evening circle, Oct. 11, Mrs. 
Carter of Malden, was introduced, and 
devoted the whole evening to message 
work of a very line order. The presi­
dent, Mrs. F. S. Sheriff, presided at 
both sessions on Sunday, Oct. 14, 
which were both Instructive and very 
Interesting. The afternoon circle 
opened at 4 o’clock. Mrs. Morton 
gave a short address, then devoted 
some time to message work. Mr. 
Baker of Boston, and Mrs. Carter of 
Malden, also gave many fine messages. 
At the evening meeting, the most in­
teresting one we have had this fall, 
Mrs. A. J. Pettengill of Malden, was 
the speaker. After the conclusion of 
a fine address, under another guide, 
sne spent over a half-hour—In giving 
many beautiful messages. Mrs. An­
nie R. Chapman of Brighton, occupied 
our platform on Sunday evening, Octo­
ber 21.”

Mary B. Hill writes: “The Band of 
Harmony held its regular meeting in 
Masonic Temple, Room 512. The reg­
ular programme was given in the 
afternoon, until time to prepare for 
the banquet, to which Mrs. Richmond 
bad invited the officers and delegates 
of the National Spiritualists Assocla- 
bon to participate. The hall was 
tastily decorated with beautiful bios-, 
soms and autumn foliage. The tables 
were laden with all that could tempt 
the most- fastidious taste. Everyone 
seemed to be at their best. President 
Barrett’s wit stirred all into the best 
of humor. Mrs. Richmond’s intro­
duction of the officers of the N. 8. A., 
to such as were^^trangers, called 
forts toasts and hearty responses. 
Everybody felt the Inspiration of the 
hour and the occasion, and it was 
truly a feast of good things and a flow 
ot soul. The Band of Harmony sends 
a vod speed in all good, uplifting 
helpful work for humanity. Some of 
t»e delegates returned to their re­
spective work, while others remained 
anu joined with us in our evening ses- 
aion.”

■ Alice Sexsmith writes: "At the 
i Christian Spiritualists Society, con­

ducted by Miss Thomas, in the even­
ing, we were greeted by a fine audi­
ence, to listen to that soul-inspiring 
lecturer, Dr. Geo. B. Warne. He was 
greeted with a round of applause on 
rising to his feet. He is expected to 
be with us again as noon as time will 
perinit. After the address, Mrs. Dr. 
Ctllrd gave some very fine messages, 
all being recognized, as did also Mrs, 
Ella Johnson Bloom, whom we were 
very pleased to have with us for the 
first time. Brother TShurer rendered 
a vocal solo. Everyone went away 
feeling happy, Remember these meet­
ings are held every Sunday afternoon 
and evening, at 3 and 8 o’clock, at 
Conway Hall, Western avenue and 
Laue street, over drug store,",

G. L. Willms writes; .“The members 
of the North Star Spiritual Union, 
1546 Milwaukee avenue, greeted a 
large audience October_14—no chair 
in the hall being vacant. The best of 
harmony prevailed. Sister Mueller 
came again, having been absent last 
Sunday. She gave- a fine lepture 
which was very interesting and In­
structive, as it gave the audience an 
idea of the life of Christ. Sisters 
Renau and Letzer gave some fine 
messages to those present. Sister C. 
Mueller gave good reading f^om ar­
ticles. The Progressive Thinkers 
arrived for the evening. They were 
all taken, and more could have been 
sold.”

. Mrs. Geo. Williams writes from 
Cleveland, Ohio: "Sunday, October 7, 
was a great day at the Ladies’ Spirit­
ualist Temple on Fullerton street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. It was a gala day, 
a-memorable one indeed, for it was 
the anniversary day, and greatly en­
joyed. Under the auspices of the La­
dles Temple Fund Society, exercises 
were held at 3 p. m. until 5 p. m., and 
at 7:30 p. m. The temple was taste­
fully decorated and was comfortably 
filled in the afternoon, but In the even­
ing was jammed to the doors. Sup­
per Was served to all members,-and to 
visitors and strangers at a nominal 
cost, Mrs. Carrie Twing of New 
York, eloquently addressed the audi­
ence, and complimented the ladles of 
the Temple Fund Society upon their 
success in providing an abiding home 
for Spiritualism. Rev. Nlcum, of Day­
ton, Ohio, spoke in an eloquent, mas­
terly manner. Secretary Solllnger 
read the financial report for the year. 
It showed the society to be flourish­
ing. Over $2,500 was taken in dur­
ing the year, of which amount over 
$600 was paid to speakers and lec­
turers from abroad. The entire debt 
outstanding Is a trifle 'over $1,300, 
which will doubtlessly be wiped out 
this year. The policy of the Ladies’ 
Temple Fund Society Is to have the 
best of home talent and outside talent 
to persist in a gradual lifting of in­
debtedness, until all Is paid, and then 
to improve the property as fast as pos­
sible, making it more comfortable and 
attractive than ever. In the evening 
addresses were made by Mrs. Twing, 
Mr. Nlcum, and Mr. Pope. The Tem­
ple is here to stay. Expansion is its 
motto, and its influence for good Is 
widening daily. The exercises were
of a diversified character. The con­
gregational singing was fine, also the 
choral selections under the direction 
of Mrs. Flora Henwood. Interspersed 
were solos, duets, and some fine violin 
selections. The Rev. Carrie Twing 
will remain with us during this month 
and crowded houses are expected.”

Mrs. T. J. Newman writes from Al­
buquerque, N. Mexico: “We want 
some good, true mediums to come 
here who can give trumpet, slate-writ­
ing and materialization. If any one 
comes here, he or she must work un­
der test conditions, for there has been 
too many deceived in our work. . If 
Mr. and Mrs. Sprague would only 
come here this winter, they would 
take this place by storm.”

A. Merkel writes: “The Spiritual­
istic Church of Students of Nature, 
461 W. North avenue, had a large at­
tendance Sunday evening, our pastor’s 
(Sister Schumacher) subject being elo­
quently discussed. Our home message 
bearers with visiting mediums were 
Sister Miller, Sister Smith and Sister 
Bundruk. Their messages were rec­
ognized and appreciated. A special 
meeting on the 21st will be devoted to 
spirit communications by mediums.' 
Strangers and skeptics are requested 
to .visit us.” ■

Dr. J. K. Newman writes from
Omaha, Neb.: "I would like all good 
Spiritualists to know what a treat we 
In Omaha have had for the last 
eleven days. We have had the Rev..' 
G. O. Love of Portland, Oregon, with 
us. He Is the first accredited repre­
sentative of the N. S. A. in Omaha for 
Seven years, and he opened the eyes 
and cleared the fog from the brains of 
many residents here. His talks were 
Interesting enough outside of their in­
structive side, to hold spellbound au­
diences for an hour and forty-five min­
utes and his spiritual messages were 
truly ’spiritual’ and comforting, and 
free from the usual ‘tommy-rot’ of so 
many, test mediums. We are looking 
forward to his return after the con­
vention.” ' ■

' Lucy, S. Carroll writes from Wash­
ington, Pa.: “I have just returned 
from a visit to my Wheeling friends. 
I attended two public meetings while 
there, conducted by G. W. Way, trance 
speaker. He gave good lectures and 
excellent tests. Some five years ago 
I was with the. Spiritualists In Wheel­
ing, and helped to organize the soci­
ety, and when I walked into the well- 
filled hall and saw. how they had 
grown I felt very proud of them. I 
met Samuel Hartman there with his 
literature, a good old veteran for the 
cause of truth. They will soon be able 
So own their own temple."

I

with some very convlncin, messages,
She will remain in Chicago for some 
time, and will lecture and give mes­
sages on Sunday evening, October 28, 
at the Temple, Sister Price officiating 
in the afternoon.^ All welcome." '

L. Wilcox writes:-"The Banner of 
Light Mission, started in the parlors, 
3239 Indiana avenue, Sept. 30. Ser­
vices were opened by a dedication 
poem (to our medium) by Mrs. See- 
holt. Bro. H. F. Arnold was the 
speaker of the evening. Mrs. 0. Gra-
ham and Miss Lucy Aulbach rendered 
some beautiful music. " Prof. Leon as­

. sisted our medium, Ada ZaZelle, as 
message bearer; both gave convincing 
proof of life after death. The meet­
ings following this have been most 
successful.”

Mrs. A. Birdsall writes from Jack­
son, Mich.: “Our society is progress­
ing splendidly.. The Spiritualists of 
Jackson have at last united, and have 

' been holding services regularly every 
Sunday evening, under the name of 
the First Society of .^Progressive Spirit­
ualists, We opened dur meetings Sep­
tember 10, with Mrs. Marian Crowell 
as our speaker. She is well known in 
our city, and is an able exponent of 
the cause. Our next speaker was. Dr. 
Julia Walton, of Jackson, who is 
among the best speakers In Michigan. 
For the first two Sundays in October 
we had Mrs. Jennie Martin .of Grand 
Rapids. ■ She is also an able exponent 
of our cause and,a very good test me­
dium, For two Sundays-we have had 
Dr. Johnson of Battle Creek. He 
holds his audience spellbound. Prof. 
Geprgan is a willing worker among us, 
giving readings, and always works for 
the benefit of the society.”

Dr. G. W. Fowler, 262 Gates ave­
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y., writes: "The 
Sunday afternoon meeting at the Au-' 
rora Grata Cathedral, opened at 3 
o’clock, when, after a soprano solo 
rendered by Miss Elizabeth Wood, the 
chairman, Dr. Wyman, introduced 
Miss Chrissie M. Bartie of New Bruns­
wick, N. J., who presented a very ably 
written paper entitled, ‘The Vibra­
tions of Names and Numbers,’ after 
which given names and birth dates 
were requested from the audience and’ 
personal readings given, all of which 
proved very interesting to the large 
audience who .were allowed to ask 
many questions, receiving ready re­
plies, one of which explained that this 
new science has claimed’public atten­
tion for only about thirty years, tne 
speaker having been a student about 
two and a half years. At the close, 
remarks were made by Dr. Topham, 
Rev. May S. Pepper, Judge Dailey, 
Dr, Wyman and Dr. McDonald, who in 
closing called for a vote of thanks, 
which was quite unanimous. The 
evening service followed the usual 
routine, with a masterly'sermon by 
the guides of the pastor, and a seance 
of an hour or more, wherein a large 
number of sealed letters were read by 
Mrs. Pepper and many names of both 
living and deceased friends, with lov­
ing messages, all being fully recog-' 
nized. These services are attracting 
and evidently pleasing and convincing 
many who are strangers to our philos­
ophy and phenomena from both New 
York and Brooklyn. One lady In­
formed the writer she had come all 
the way from Boston to obtain a mes­
sage from Mrs. Pepper. Next Sunday 
afternoon conference is to listen to a 
paper prepared by Dr. Sahler of King­
ston, N. Y., subject, ‘Infinite Intelli­
gence.' Dr. Sahler has a world-wide 
reputation as a metaphysician, and is 
Very popular in Brooklyn because of 
his valuable work, both in practice 
and upon the rostrum.”

Mrs. Dr. Dobson Barker writes from 
San Jose, Cal.: “The First Spiritual 
Union of San Jose, Cal,, is holding 
regular meetings at Hale’s Hall, South 
Second street. Rev. W. C. -Bowman

have been Rockford, Mich.”
Mrs. Hooker McEvoy, formerly of 

Oakland, Cal., is now located at 818. 
Riverside, Spokane, Wash. She can 
be addressed there for engagements.

Mrs. Maggie Henry .writes: “Inter­
est in Splrituali^n must be increasing 
—at least it Is at (old 77) Spiritual 
Mission Chapel, for the last few Sun­
days almost every seat was occupied. 
Prof. Stoller makes hfs lectures short 
and to the point; then wo have plenty 
of time for spirit messages by the dif­
ferent mediums.present, and all want 
a personal question answered by the 
Professor." ' . <

Carrie L. Hatch writes: “The First 
Spiritualist Ladles' Aid of Boston, 
Mass., held its meeting in Appleton 
Hall, 9 Appleton street, as usual, Fri­
day, Oct. 19. The president, Mrs. M. 
E. A. Allbe, was absent, so the meet­
ing was presided over by the vice­
president, Mrs. C. L. Hatch. The 
business meeting was at 4:30; supper 
at 6:15 and social time until 7:45, 
when an interesting meeting was held. 
Mrs. A, S. Waterhouse spoke,of the 
power of the spirit, and said If we 
would only, be governed by it, we 
could overcome the clouds and doubts 
that assail us. Mrs. Annie R. Chap­
man spoke at length along the same 
line, saying the: power within could 
overcome, the clouds without. She 
closed with messages. Mrs. Hattie C. 
Mason spoke briefly of the power of 
love, and what it would do for mortals 
if it were rightly-understood. She 
also gave messages.; Mrs. Mason sang 
several selections daring'the evening. 
Mrs. Mary F? Lovering presided at the 
piano. The (Progressive Thinker is 
sold at our meetings.”

SPIRITUA^DE^ISE LEAGUE.

A Movement1 Made’ to Inaugurate a

of Los Angeles, filled the platform 
October 7 and 14, taking up a series 
of subjects, ‘The Evidences, the Doc­
trines, the Morals and the Institutions 
of Spiritualism,’ making a very in­
teresting course. He is,an able ex­
ponent of the cause he advocates. The 
Harmonial Philosophy called forth the 
interest of hfs hearers. The good at­
tendance and close’ attention paid to 
the speaker by those present show the 
appreciation of his discourses. Sun­
day, October 14, a memorial service 
was held in honor of Mrs. Hendee 
Rodgers, the pioneer and veteran Spir­
itualist medium of California. The 
service was Impressive and earnest, 
being participated in by Rev. W. C. 
Bowman and a goodly number of her 
old and devoted friends. The Sunset 
Lyceum under the management of 
Miss Merle Muntz, is held at 10 a. m. 
Conference at 11 a. m., all being well 
attended. The Mutual Helpers Soci­
ety meets every Thursday.”

Guy Eros Ballard writes from Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa: “It gives me great 
pleasure to announce through the col­
umns of your valuable paper,- the 
meeting and acquaintance of Elizabeth 
J. Jaquet of your city. She came to 
our. town shortly after the closing of 
the Mt. Pleasant camp in Clinton, and 
where I first met her. She did a good 
work in our town, but her stay here 
was far too short. She went from 
here to Cedar Rapids, where, -too, it 
has been my privilege to communicate 
with many of the dear departed ones 
She has met with great favor with 
the people of Mt. Vernon and Cedar 
Rapids, and especially in Cedar Rap­
ids, for her stay with them has been 
weeks, instead of days as with us. 
There is no disputing the continuity 
of life, after having a few sittings with 
her and her most estimable guides. 
She leaves Cedar Rapids to-night lor 
Chicago to attend the convention: of 
the N. S. A. She.also leaves with re­
grets of her departure by a host of 
friends, who wish her success wher­
ever she may be sent by the dear angel 
world, and which we know she will.

At a meeting of the above League, 
held at 1923, First1 avenue, ' Seattle, 
Wash., September T9, it was resolved 

. to appeal to Lie Spiritualists generaj- 
ly through tge Spiritualist papers, for 
assistance, in, carrying a Jaw'through 

' tfce- WMyi,'^ M&Mj. Itualisin. and, place ,11s mediums and 
ministers beyond tlie power or bigoted 
and Intolerant persons to persecute 
them and class them with thieves, 
gamblers and prostitutes,' as has been 
done recently In Seattle, through the' 
action of the Chief of Police in prose- 
cutihg them under the Vagrancy Law, 
which enumerates "fortune-telling” as 
against its provisions,

Ten cents Is asked from those 
friendly to this purpose, it being .well 
understood that we all have calls on 
our purses which keep them empty, 
hence, It was felt that, a dime would 
not be missed .by many individuals, 
while the dimes from many individu­
als would be of help in defraying the 
expenses of postage,, printing, etc., 
which are necessary In the Work of 
changing public opinion and the law.

The case of Miss Rice, pastor of the 
Psychic Society of Seattle, arrested by 
the Chief of Police as a "fortune-tell­
er,” was decided against us in a Jus­
tice Court, and ((hat decision was ap­
proved by Judge Albertson, of the 
Superior Court. An appeal to the 
Supreme Court is not possible, owing 
to the sentence (three months under 
$100 bonds to keep the peace) having 
expired, hence it is necessary to ap­
peal to the legislature and to raise 
funds for tbe expenses of doing so.

Since Miss Rice’s case was decided, 
Mrs. Stella Ross, one of the mediums 
of the First Spiritual-Society of Seat­
tle,'has been arrested under the same 
law (as have several others) and an 
injunction was asked’ from the Supe­
rior Court, to prevent Mayor -Moore 
or the Chief of Police from interfer­
ing with her. The Injunction was 
heard October. 1,, and Judge Morris 
also held that mediumship comes 
within the provisions of the Vagrancy 
Law, and upholds Webster’s definition 
of “fortune-telling’’—foretelling the 
future. . ,

• Send your dimes, either, separately 
or In company, to. D, D. Foster, 112 % 
Pike street, Seattle, Wash., Secretary­
Treasurer of the Spiritualist Defense. 
League. J. R. . BURTON, Pres. ..

REPORT 'OF COMMITTEE ON AUX- 
IM ARY SOCIETY REPORTS,

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
National. Association of Spiritualists 
in Convention Assembled:— Your com­

' mittee has received for consideration, 
fifty reports from auxiliary-societies. 
The reports submitted are in many 
cases incomplete, while many societies 
have sent in no statements as pro­
vided for in the constitution and by­
laws of the N. 8. A. ,

Wo are pleased to report tbat quite 
a number show a good healthy condi­
tion. The ’reports submitted indicate 
to your committee that many of the 
auxiliary bodies seem to feel under no 
obligation to comply with the require­
ments of the constitution and by-laws, 
which give explicit instructions as to 
the character of the reports.

Your committee therefore strongly 
recommend a tabulated blank form to 
be printed and sent to the secretaries 
ot the auxiliary societies,,to be used 
in sending reports to the annual con­
ventions, whether they send a delegate 
to the convention or not, and your 
committee would call attention to the 
manner in which the Minnesota State 
Association sends in its yearly state­
ment. With a few changes it would 
fill the want., .

The importance of this blank form 
was also strongly urged by the secre­
tary of the Illinois State Association 
In connection with his official report.

Camp-Meeting Associations.
Three'camp meetings have reported, 

though many more have shown much 
Interest during the past year in.the N. 
S. A. Grand Ledge Camp and First 
■Spiritual Religious Association of Ore­
gon. ' . >
■ We recommend that an earnest ef­
fort be made to further interest them 
by having them affiliate as auxiliary 
bodies with the N. 8. A.

We recommend that a complete list 
of the auxiliary societies of the N. 8. 
A. be published, with a view to having 
all auxiliaries- acquainted with the 
conditions of the societies affiliated 
with the N- 8. A.

We recommend that missionary work 
be generally devoted to assisting so­
cieties both local and state, in connec­
tion with creating societies and build­
ing up the cause.

The circuit plan as adopted in sev­
eral states would comply with the re­
quirements ‘in this regard. We rec­
ommend its adoption.

Your committee recommend the 
regulation of the proxy system of 
voting, and suggest that where socie­
ties are not represented by delegates, 
a written report be sent, stating fully 
their wishes in this direction.

Local Societies.
Your committee is pleased to note 

quite a number of local societies that 
are In good financial condition, many 
owning their own temples and the 
amount expended by these societies 
shows the loyal support of the mem­
bers. In many cases a noted Increase 
of interest is reported. While It is 
true that many are weak and unable 
to employ no speaker regularly, the 
urgent call comes from them to have 
the N. 8. A. endeavor to establish cir­
cuit and misslonarywork, so they may 
be. strengthened in their home work. 
We reepmmend that this be acted 
upon by the incoming board with a 
view of building up the societies al­
ready in existence.

State Associations.
State associations have reported to 

the number of 17. Minnesota, New 
York,......California, Texas, . Indiana, 
Kansas, Oregon, Nebraska, Washing­
ton, Wisconsin, Ohio, Missouri, Massa­
chusetts, Connecticut, Illinois.

The Incompleteness of some of
these reports Impresses forcibly upon 
your committee the necessity of a 
more systematic and uniform manner 
of sending them in to the N. S. A. as 
one. .

The Importance of keeping on file at 
the office of the N. 8. A. a complete 
statement of the condition of the state 
work does not appeal to many secreta­
ries.

There are some notable exceptions 
to this rule, though some go to ex­
tremes. Your committee wish to call 
the delegates’ attention to the fact 
that it is not necessary to send In a 
verbatim report of the state annual 
convention from the call to order to 
the election of officers, including the 
report of the 13th annual convention 
of the N. 8. A. One such report was 
handed in for our consideration, while 
tne other extreme was when a state 
association does not even report hold­
ing a meeting at all and the single 
item handed to your committee was 
that $2,000 in property belonged to 
me association.

The California, New York, Illinois, 
Missouri, Ohio and others are worthy 
of especial mention.

The Minnesota State Association 
nas this year filed a report which ev­
ery delegate of a state association 
ought to read. It is complete and 
gives every needful essential and use­
ful itqm of Information, which enables 
the secretary of the N. S. A. to know 
at a glance the condition of Spiritual­
ism in Minnesota.

Your committee feel that just rec­
ognition is due to the careful manner 
In which this report is made out. We 
recommend that the blank form to be 
presented,, be copies from this report.

. . Lyceums.
The lyceum work will be ably re­

ported by Mr. John W. Ring. We 
recommend that the N. 8. A. give ev­
ery assistance to building up lyceums.

;' REPOBT'OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 
• LUTION8, ■

, Whereas, Spiritualism is a univer­
sal religion enlightening and inspiring 
the soul in its eternal career and; pre­
senting a philosophy adequate to the 
scientific demands of our . times, and 
bringing hope and courage to millions 
who are struggling through material­
ism, therefore be it ■

Resolved, That we regal'd these an­
nual conclaves as benedictions from 
wliich we cannot afford to part.

Resolved, That as . we meet and 
shake each other’s hands aud converse 
each with the other and bear the re­
ports of the officers and missionaries 
of tho N. 8. A., we take courage and 
feel to renew our devotion to the work 
of enlightening the world In the study 
of that which has taken away our 
fears and made us rejoice in a knowl­
edge of immortality.

Resolved, That while our conven­
tions enable us to become acquainted 
with each other, and each study the 

/ methods of eacli and thus we become 
a college of teachers of each other; 
they also enable us to enlighten tho 
world .on our philosophy, insomuch 
that Spiritualism now stands much 
higher in the world than it did before 
the formation of the N. S. A.

Resolved, That while we maintain 
our independence over all formulated 
creeds which are made to Imprison 
the human mind, we believe that a 
proper respect to the opinions of the 
world should, lead us to publish o(ir 
leading principles—those upon which 
wo are most thoroughly agreed, on 
spiritual and ethical subjects.

Resolved, That as we gain in self­
respect and spirituality, not by getting 
from others all we can, but by giving 
out to our fellow-beings all we have 
for them, we will endeavor to push 
with more vigor, our efforts to en­
lighten the world on the particular 
points we are organized to teach.

Resolved, That while “the harvest 
Is great and the laborers are few,” we 
sadly need more thoroughly competent 
laborers to carry our messages to the 
world. We believe that the cause we 
love is being retarded rather than 
promoted by the work of some who 
are neither morally, nor educationally 
prepared, to lead the world toward 
the higher life; and workers burn the 
ground over and increase the preju­
dice against our philosophy, rather 
than the Interest In it. The pure 
truths of Spiritualism should be 
handed to the world in clean vessels.

Resolved, That in the Morris Pratt 
Institute there is a greatly needed 
place for educating those who would, 
prepare themselves for work on the 
platform, or with the pen. It Is per­
haps the only school which combines 
an integral education with an effort to 
study psychic science; and it is our 
duty as an association, and as individ­
uals, to do all In our power, by way of 
encouraging words of advice, dona­
tions, endowments, and obtaining pu- 
pjls; and thus enable the school to 
more fully do the work for which that, 
grand old man. Father Morris Pratt, 
donated the property in Whitewater, 
Wis„ and to which that scholarly and 
genial man. Prof. Andrew J. Weaver, 
and his excellent wife, Lodema 8. 
Weaver, and Moses Hull and his wife, 
Mattie E. Hull, are giving their lives, 
and all without any compensation 
whatever, except that which comes 
from the consciousness of having done 
their duty.

Resolved, That as Spiritualists we 
should give to our cause the best and 
purest of personal conditions for de­
sired spirit communion; and to medi­
ums our heartfelt gratitude for con­
secrated efforts in.behalf of truth.

Resolved, That spirit phenomena 
have been proven to millions of peo­
ple, and no scientific disproof has yet 
been offered in evidence.

Resolved, That we urge all who have 
received evidence of spirit commun­
ion to unite with our organized socie­
ties and strengthen our cause for a

that have helped to make this convej 
tlon a success. •
' ' MOSES HULL, 

ELIZABETH HARLOW, 
CHRISTINE COOPER, 
ALONZO M. GRIFFEN, 

- WILSON FRITCH.

fl NEW GflTEGHISM
BY M» M. MANOASARIAN,

Fourth Edition—Six Additional Chap, 
ters—260 Pages, Bound in Cloth, 
$1.00,—Containing Likeness of tho 
Author.

A New Catechism” has enjoyed a 
lemaikabie sale both in America and 

George Jacob Holyoake, 
In his introduction to the English edi­
tion of “A New Catechism," says:

Cateehism" iR the boldest, 
the brightest, the most varied and In­
forming of any work of the kind ex­
tant. J he principal fields of human 
knowledge, which the churches have 
fenced round with supernatural ter­
rors, the Catechism breaks into, cher- 
!s wbat is fair and showing what 
)p deformed. The notes, of which 
there are many, both ancient and con­
temporary, are as striking as tha 
text, The book is a cyclopedia of 
theology and reason in a nutshell, .

Ollier Excellent Publications
BY M. M. MANGASARIAN.

HOW THE BIBLE WAS INVENTED.

A New Lecturer-Price, 10 cents.
This little pamphlet should be 

placed in the hands of every American 
citizen. Tho attention ot preachers, 
theological students, and all church 
members should be called to tbe won- 
?/r.fuL^t?ry of the Invention of the 
Holy Bible, which this lecture tells.

bee that at least one orthodox 
neighbor of yours reads this lecture.

MORALITY WITHOUT A GOD.
With letter to Right Reverend 

Bishop Anderson, of Chicago Price 
10 cents. ' 1

JESUS CHRIST A MYTH.

A New Book.—Price 25 Cents.
,. pkis book examines the evidence for 
the historical existence of Jesus, and 
finds it quite insufficient to prove that 
such a man as Jesus over lived. It is 
an?ost ‘“I'ortaat contribution to 

■Modern 1 bought. It Is prefaced by 
a letter to the Christian Clergy, and 
concluded by an answer to an editori­
al In one of tho Chicago morning nn. 
P®’8' allacklnB Mr. Mangasarian's po- 
R?-°U' -bend your orders at once, as 
the first edition will soon be exhaust­ed.

Prof. Lockwood’s Books.

better public work.
' Resolved, That we extend the
thanks of this convention to the Mis­
sourl State Association and Mr.

Store your mind with tbe great but 
demonstrative truths found in consec­
utive order only in these writings.

.Pyof' Lockw°od Is tne only writer, 
1 u eLand lecturer in this country 
who affirms that the evolution of the 
soul of man is In strict accord and 
agreement with the evolution of the 
soul of nature; and that the only proof 
of Immortality Inheres in an analysis of 
nature s fundamental principles and 
the co-relation ot cosmic elements and energies.

These great truths are explained and 
demonstrated from the plane of the 
Spiritual Philosophy founded on Nature

Ih» M°l®cu,ar Hypothesis of Nature 
S i 1 8 Relatl°n to the Philosophy of 
Spiritualism. A scientific demonstrar 
! tOf th? tovlsible principles and at­
tributes °f nature and Modern Spirit­
ualism. ■ A m‘nt of scientific truths as 
the basis of Its phenomena. Price 25 cents.

- - INDEPENDENCE.

I ask no thing of any man, -
No boon of fate, no gift of God;

I stand alone; as mortal can; .
Nor bend beneath.: the chastening 

rod. - ml re r ■ ,-,: . "■
I live my life my.o^ii sure way, .

My creed—-the simple'Strength of 
right; -a •»:.-• .

And when the cloud! shut out my 
day, k> ■ it- ■ • . ...

I wait serenfe. throughout the night. 
My wealth? (Thesejtwo hands toll 

for it; -S' z.Y - .
I want no riches not my own. ’ 

And luxuries Hw. How .shall I sit, 
Reaping where other hands have 

sown? ; vo .>■;.. ■
And friendship? Aye, I earn by 

mine '" I , ■ a . . '
Own powers of'sympathy to bless;

E’en love, thabanake^ the way divine, 
I win by mirie own worthiness. ‘ 

Eask no thlnglof aninman,
No gift of God, nd boon of fate, . 

Excepting health that I may work, 
' And strength the good, long fight to 

make. —Grade G. Bostwick.

"Longley's Beautiful' flongs.” A 
new edition comprising Ie one volume 
the four parts heretofore published, 
to which is added part" five, also a 
number of the author’s most popular 
songs. Including "Only a Ttiin Veil Be­
tween Us” and its'“Companion Piece,”
Cloth, 76 cents. . . Boards, 60 cents.

"The'Light of Egypt" .Volumes 1 
and 2. An occult library In Jtsillf, a 
text-book of esoteric knowledge as 
tanght by Adepts of Hermetic P kilos-

Educational Institutions. •
The ♦Morris Pratt Institute of 

Whitewater, Wis., is the only school 
chartered by-the N. S. A., and in. fact 

. the only one of its kind under the 
management of the Spiritualists of the 
N. S. A. Your committee recommend 
its endorsement and that effort be 
made to maintain It financially, it be­
ing a most important factor In the 
progress of Spiritualism.

We recommend that the auditing, of 
the books be done prior to the conven­
tion, so that a complete report of all 
societies entitled to representation 
can be presented at the annual con­
vention and so prevent the arduous- 
duties being placed on many import­
ant delegates, that keeps them from 
the floor of the convention. The 
election of an auditor in close proxim­
ity to Washington, D. C., would ac­
complish this end.

Financial Statement. ■
No complete report of the financial 

statement can possibly be given.
We recommend that this condition 

be obviated by requesting a complete 
financial statement with each report, 
and, that these reports be sent in ad­
vance to the secretary of the N. S. A., 
so that they can be compiled for the 
use of this committee, and thus give 
a true idea of the financial standing of 
our auxiliaries. '

Respectfully submitted, - 
M. E. CADWALLADER,

• 1 Chairman,
? • . ANNA L. GILLESPIE,

- ALEX F. CLARK,
. P. D. HIBNER. ' .

ThCmas Grimshaw for their success­
ful warfare against fake mediumship 
in St. Louis, and that we pledge them 
our hearty support.

Resolved, That at this critical time 
when mediumship is under fire, we 
recommend the officers of the N. S. 
A. and The Progressive Thinker in 
their endeavor to expose all frauds 

■ and to uphold honest and competent 
mediums.

Resolved, That we urge all Spirit­
ualists to assist the Temple Fund So­
ciety to secure funds to extend our 
ownershop of temples, schools, sanita­
riums', hospitals, homes for needy 
and all possible humanitarian efforts; 
also greater aid should be given to 
provide for mediums in need of help.

. Resolved; That with full confidence 
In the spirit world, ourselves and- our 
Cause, we enter upon a decided for­
ward movement by perfecting our or­
ganizations, local, state and National, 
strengthening our educational institu­
tions and teaching and mediumietic 
forces, holding mass-meetings and es­
tablishing powerful movements in the 
great centers of population.

Resolved, That the family unrest 
of our times is Incident to the evolu­
tion of mankind, and that relief is to 
be found not by recurring to ' civil or 
ecclesiastical tyranny, but by teach­
ing all the true and only basis of mar­
riage, which is a soul companionship 
founded on spiritual love. There are 
not too many divorces, but there is too 
much cause of divorce. We deal with 
the cause Of marital unhappiness and 
so secure the heaven of purity, for 
which souls yearn. ’

Resolved, That we stand shoulder 
to shoulder with those who are expos­
ing grafters, high and low, and work 
to secure justice for the oppressed of 
the earth; that we condemn child la­
bor, the sweatshop and the industrial 
oppression and the practical and polit­
ical disfranchisement of woman; that 
we will work ceaselessly to make this 
nation in reality a government of the 
people, by the people, for the people. 
We hold'as an .uncompromising prin­
ciple, justice for all, special privileges 
for none. In our opinion the conflict 
between labor and capital will not end 
until competition is supplanted by co­
operation. ■ •

Resolved, That we rejoice in the 
more humane treatment, of prisoners 
and insane persons, that we oppose 
capital punishment, declare war infa­
mous and stand for the peaceful co­
operation of all mankind as one 
brotherhood. . .

Resolved, That we stand for civil, 
religious, social, industrial and soul 
freedom and hold that such freedom 
can be realized only by perfect obedi­
ence to the laws of the universe.

Resolved, That as quite a number of 
our old and tried workers have passed 
to the larger field of action; we re­
joice, with them in their gain. While 
.we shall miss them here, we know 
they will continue to work with us 
from that invisible world.

Resolved, That we as a body extend 
our sincere thanks, to the railroads, I 
the press—secular .and - Spiritualistic 
—also to the Illinois State Association 
and Sunflower Club for all favors and 
courtesies extended.

Resolved,. That , we extend.- our 
heartfelt thanks to the officers of the 
N. S. A. and all speakers'and mediums

The Infidelity of Eccleslastlclsm—A 
^na°“(t0 J^e American Civilization. 
The entire hierarchy of Eccleslastlclsm 
arraigned as infidels for subverting the 
scientific demonstrations of universi­
ties and colleges, by substituting the 
immoral phantoms of the Mosaic Hy­
pothesis. It is a hot shot. Price 25 cents.
^J?lBJ?rlcal' Lo9lcal and Philosophical 
Objections to the Dogmas of Reincar­
nation and Re-Embodiment; A concise 
an£ masterly review of the historical 
origin of Reincarnation as an ancient 
aogma. Its illogical claims and incon­
sistent assumptions, Rs glaring de­
fects and dogmas dissected. Price 25 cents. "

Thn Sp'rituaHsm of Nature. Mod­
ern Spiritualism has its basic truths in 
nature, and is proven not by the bible 
or any sacred cosmogony, but by an an­
alysis of nature’s self-existent princi­
ples. Price 15 cents.

Continuity of Life a Cosmic Truth. 
The greatest book, and the greatest 
truth of any age; a book of 212 pages 
with several telling scientific illustra­
tions. Continuity of life and the asso­
ciation of spirit realms demonstrated to 
be in scientific accord with principles 
of the Co-relation of Force, and the - 
Conservation of Energy. The greatest 
bpok ever written in the defence and 
support of Spiritualism. Price $1.

The Relation Science Holds to Natu­
ral Philosophy and Its Conflict with 
Every Phase of Religion. In this essay 
the author shows that science Is not a 
thing—a corporation or individual, but 
a process of inductive and deductive 
reasoning. Its acceptance means the 
death of Theurgical religions. Price 
15 cents.

All of Prof. Lockwood’s publications 
are on sale at The Progressive Thinker 
office, Chicago, 111., and at tbe rostrum 
when he lectures. These treatises con­
tain the wealth of a vast historical and 
scientific research.

ROCKFORD, ILL.

An Important Meeting Will Be Held 
There on October 21.

The Psychical Research Society of 
Rockford, Ill., has invited the Illinois ■ 
State Spiritualist Association to unite 
with them in the holding of a mass 
convention in that city op October 21, 
1906. President Barrett, of the Na­
tional Spiritualist Association, and 
President Geo. B. Warne, of the 1111- 
nois State Spiritualist Association, 
with probably other speakers, will be 
present, as may bo several test medi­
ums. Morning, afternoon and even­
ing services will be held, and the 
event is expected to be one of great 
interest. It is hoped many ' visitors 
from abroad will be In attendance.

Wanted—The Names of AH Hie Spirit, 
ualists in Montana.

For the purpose of establishing 
closer relations between the Spiritual­
ists of Montana, will each one please 
interest himself In sending me all tho 
names of Spiritualists in their respect­
ive neighborhoods? Address the sec­
retary, MRS. W. C. SELBREDE,

Billings, Montana.

Prayer; Its Uselessness and Unscien­
tific Assumption. By Henry M. Taber. 
Price 10 cents. ' . ; .■



Report, of te Temple Fond Committee ANNUAL REPORT HISTORIAN’B^Ei^RT.

Mr. President and Delegates of the 
N. fi. A., In Convention Assembled:— 

Woiir committee appointed by the ex- 
ocutive board, In response to your or­
ders made at the annual convention of 
1905, begs leave to report as follows 
With regard to creating some appro­
priate means for the creation of a 
temple fund to assist auxiliary socie­
ties of the N. S. A. to erect temples. .

To secure the erection or purchase 
of edifices, or temples, for the use of 
Spiritualist societies, there must be 
pome co-operative plan that will enlist 
the members and friends of organized 
societies. Your committee finds that 
the local society generally lacks some 
encouragement to make a beginning. 
There is possibly no treasury of their 
own created; nor can they obtain 
funds for the first aid from their 
state, or the National Association, un­
der existing conditions. They xyalt 
for .help to get the first nucleus; and 
they who are able to help, wait for the 
society to sufficiently develop and be 
able to 'properly handle any funds or 
property for perpetuity of the public 
cause of Spiritualism. ’

The earnest desire to help the pub­
lic cause by donations or legacies, is 
handicapped by the lack ot a legal and 
competent body of people to handle 
the funds. No provision Is. as yet 
made by the N. 8. A. for such pur­
poses. Your committee has been ap­
pointed to prepare a plan. The Intent 
33 to create a building fund that will 
aid local societies to erect temples.

Your committee has decided as fol­
lows:,

'First.—Tbe N. 8. A. should not im- 
l^pose unon their officers the onerous 
duty of developing and disposing of 
such a. fund. ’

Second.—The fund should be under 
the jurisdiction of and in direct as­
sistance to the N._ 8. A. and Its auxil­
iaries. ■ ’

Third.—The temple fund should be 
created by and under the management 
of a society auxiliary to the N. 8. A, 
to be known as tbe Temple Fund So­
ciety, and the same to be legally in­
corporated and its officers bonded for 
safety in the handling of public 
funds. Said officials to be annually 
elected by the Temple Fund Society.

Fourth.—Each temple shall be 
owned and controlled by the auxiliary 
society erecting the same; and the 
N. S. A. shall then have no jurisdic­
tion over the property. But the Tem­
ple Fund Society shall hold all mort­
gages and promissory notes in its 
name, until reimbursed for loans 
made. „ , ,

Fifth.—The Temple Fund Society 
officials shall not make any other dis­
bursement of funds except to auxilia­
ries of the N. S. A. by loans with 
mortgage security; unless by order ot 
the Temple .Fund Society in annual 

/convention, with approval also of the 
N. S. A. In convention.

Sixth.—The Temple Fund Society 
shall be constituted of personal mem- 
'bers paying an annual fee, who shall 
also be eligible to the offices of said 
society.

Seventh.—The Temple Fund So­
ciety' is hereby authorized to receive 
and handle all funds that may accrue 
for temple building, in any and all 
feasible and legitimate ways to obtain 
such/as may be embodied in the con- 
stltdtidn and by-laws governing tne 
same adopted by, and hereafter when 
amended; shall’be-approved by the N. 
3. A.'in-convention.

Eighth.—The following shall be the 
'Constitution and By-Laws for the or­
ganization of the Temple Fund So­
ciety: >
Articles of Association of the Temple

Fund Society of the National Spirit­
ualists Association of the United 

■_ State.

Section 4.—/The president, treas­
urer and secretary of this society, 
shall each give a bond annually in 
sums to be fixed by the annual con­
vention of this society, to secure the 
safe handling of funds placed in their 
care. ! ■

Section 5.—The Temple Fund So-'- 
ciety, by its officials, shall make an 
annual report of, its transactions, and 
of funds received, disbursed and on 
hand, to this society and also to the 
N. S. A. in annual convention.

The N. S. A. officials shall be em­
powered to investigate the business 
and records of this society at any time 
they may so desire.

Article 5.—Annual Meetings.—The 
annual meetings of the Temple Fund 
Society shall occur on the evening of 
the first day of assembly of the N. S. 
A., in the same city therewith. The 
business of this society may be con­
tinued from day to day during the N. 
S. A. convention, but not to Interfere 
with the said N. 3. A. business, until 
all necessities haye been completed.’ .

Article 6.—The Temple Fund.—Sec­
tion 1.—The temple fund shall be 
created by /any legitimate methods, 
such as by lectures, seances, enter­
tainments, collections, donations, leg­
acies, membership fees, etc., subject to 
approval of the society; and said fund 
shall be held in reserve and draw in­
terest until loans and bequests are 
necessary—provided that not less 
than one thousand dollars (JI,000) 
shall be held in the reserve fund.

Section 2.—Any real estate deeded 
to the Temple Fund Society, may be 
so held and an income derived there­
from; said income to be applied to the 
temple fund, or the same be sold and 
proceeds similarly applied. ■

Section 3.—The Temple Fund Soci­
ety may erect temples and control the 
same only upon approval of said so­
ciety and the N. S. A. by members and 
delegates In annual conventions as­
sembled.

Section 4.—In event of the/Temple 
Fund Society ever disbanding, then 
any funds In Its treasury, or property 
held in its name, shall be transferred 
fo the N.^S. A.

Article' 7.—-Quorum.—A quorum 
necessary for the transaction of busi­
ness at the annual meetings of this so­
ciety, shall consist of twenty members, 
thereof whose annual fee has been 
paid for the succeeding fiscal year.

Article 8.—By-Laws.—By-laws not 
In conflict with these articles of asso­
ciation, may be adopted or amended 
at any annual meeting of this society.

Article 9.—Amendments.—Amend­
ments or additions to these articles of 
association, may be adopted at any an­
nual meeting of this society, provided, 
that said proposed amendment or ad­
dition has been submitted to the secre­
tary of this society sixty days previous 
to the annual meeting, and by that of­
ficer published in at least two Spirit­
ualist weekly papers; and further pro­
vided, that the N. S. A. in annual dele­
gate convention assembled, shall ap­
prove the proposed amendment or ad­
dition.

Of National Superintendent of Lyceum 
Work, September, 100B to

, September, 1OOO.

Lymau O. Howe Re^uut^^His Work 
for the Year. i{j

Another fiscal year draws to a close 
and we recount the experiences with 
which we have met, endeavoring to 
^raw therefrom such courage and 
strength as will enable us to —GO ON.

The National Superintendent of Ly­
ceum Work has faithfully endeavored 
to meet the requirements of the in­
creasing band of children, who are 
rapidly learning to depend upon The 
Progressive Lyceum as a lesson paper.

Forty-seven four-paged Issues of 
1250 to each issue, with the excep­
tion ot one issue when the number 
was doubled, making a total of 60,000 
copies;. and live ejght-paged issues 
with 1550 extra, making 7,800, or a 
grand total of 67,800-copies of The 
Progressive Lyceum which have been 
carefully and methodically distrib­
uted over the United States, The read­
ing matter which they have, borne 
has, in my opinion been of the highest 
spiritual order and judging, from 
many letters, It has found a most 
kindly reception In the homes where 
the Lesson Paper has gone.

The financial statement will indl-

‘ To the Delegates Assembled at Chi­
cago to Represent GblbctoJand Aims 
of the National AssUlSlatldh of > Spirit­
ualists of Amerlca-MlreelJing:—I re­
gret to be obliged 'to - report slow 
progress in the work'Msslg&d me as 
your historian, but liWaYeU done the 
best I could with the ■ clffiumstances 
and conditions whicH-'matto me their 
prisoner; chief of which xhas been 
physical weakness, dup to^ variety of 
causes, prominent among: them being 
a two months' rough-and-tumble 
with King la Grippe; last winter, 
,which left me hors du combat; but 
not conquered, though powerfully 
weak. With this exhaustion of vital-
itj' and nerve 
and struggled 
at last began 
and with new 
and the tasks 
wearying, and

force, I have wrestled 
for eight months, and 
to rally a month ago, 
life .came new' energy; 
that wore difficult anfl 
seemed like mountains

cate the expense for this work 
the money received therefor, .

: also
As di-

Constitution.
Article 1.—Name.—This society 

shall be known as the Temple Fund 
Society of the National Spiritualists 
Association of the United States; and 
shall be chartered by the said Na­
tional Association, and if necessary, 
legally incorporated.

Article 2.—Objects.—The objects of 
this society shall be to raise funds by 
lectures, seances, entertainments, 
membership fees, public collections, 
donations, legacies, endowments, etc., 
and loan or present to the N. S. A. 
auxiliaries small sums of money to 
aid said societies to erect temples for 
their use. Such disbursements to be 
regulated as hereafter provided.

Article 3.—Membership. — Section 
1.—Tbe membership of the Temple 
Fund Society shall consist of all Spir­
itualists who shall pay one dollar per 
annum as dues to said society. These 
shall be the active members.

Section 2.—Any person who shall 
donate to the temple fund live dollars 
($5) or less than one hundred 
dollars ($100), shall receive from this 
society an illuminated card acknowl­
edging receipt of the same, and the 
name of said donor shall be engrossed 
upon the roll of honor.

Section 3.—Any person who shall 
donate to the temple fund one hun­
dred dollars ($100), or an excess 
thereof, shall be enrolled as an hon­
orary member of this society and be 
given full privileges as an active mem­
ber during the earth-life of said 
donor: and also be given an illumin­
ated certificate of such membership.

Section 4.—Any auxiliary society of 
the N. S. A. that shall forward to the 
temple fund any sum of money of five 
dollars ($5) or more, may do so In the 
name of its president or secretary, 
and the said person be entitled to en­
rollment in this society as provided 
for in sections 2 and 3 of this article.

Section 5.—No one person shall by 
acquiring duplicate certificates of do­
nations, as provided for in sections 2 
and 3 of this article, be entitled to 
more than one vote in the annual con­
ventions. Nor shall any member have 
more than one vote on any question 
before the society.

Article 4.—Officers.—Section 1.—

By-Laws.
No. 1.—In the event of a failure by 

any cause to elect officers of this so­
ciety for an ensuing year, the execu­
tive board of the previous year shall 
continue In office until their succes­
sors are elected.

No, ?,—Tire executive. board shall. 
haver the right to fill any , vacancy oc­
curring in said board, by any cause 
whatever.

■ No. 3.—The executive board shall 
have power to contract any necessary­
expense to carry on the affairs of this 
society, and to solicit or obtain aid 
for an Increase of the temple' fund. 
But no salary shall be paid any officer 
of this society unless the same shall be 
fixed by said society at an annual 
meeting thereof, and approved by the 
N. S. A. delegates in annual conven­
tion assembled.

No. 4.—The executive board shall 
have full power to adopt rules for Its 
government, when the same are not 
provided for in the articles of associa­
tion, or by tho by-laws of this society.

No. 5.—Auxiliary societies of the 
N. S. A. desiring financial assistance 
from the temple fund, shall be grant­
ed the same only by consent of a ma­
jority ot the executive board, in case 
of loans; and by the consent of the 
society and the \ S. A. in annual con­
ventions assembled, for bequests.

No. 6.—All parliamentary affairs 
not regulated by the Articles of asso­
ciation and by-laws of this society, 
shall be governed by Roberts’ Rules of 
Order.

No. 7.—Amendments or additions 
to these by-laws may be adopted at 
any meeting of this society, and shall
also be approved by the N. S. A. 
convention assembled.

In

GEORGE W. KATES, 
,B. F. AUSTIN,
LAURA G. FIXEN, 
MOSES HULL, 
ANNE T. NETTERFIELD, 

Committee.

The officers of the Temple
• ciety shall consist of 

dent, vice-president, 
secretary and three 
whose duties shall be

Fund So- 
a presl- 
treasurer, 
trustees; 

as usual
with such officers; and as may be fur­
ther provided for In the by-laws of 
this society. They shall be elected 
annually at the convention of mem­
bers of the society, and each official 
must be a member.

Section 2.—The officers and trus- 
. tees shall be an executive board for 

the purpose of executing all business 
of this society; and shall have charge 
of the temple fund, receiving and die- 
hurslng the same.

Section 3.—The executive board ot 
this society shall be empowered to 
make loans of money to auxiliary so­

, cieUes of the N. 3. A. for the purpose 
^jof assisting them to erect or retain 
^•possession of a temple. Said loan to 

I be secured by a first mortgage upon 
1 the Said temple, and shall draw legal 

interest. .
The executive board shall not make 

any gifts of money to any auxiliary so­
ciety without the consent of- the ma­
jority vote of this society in annual 
convention, and the same be ap­
proved by the N, R A. delegates in an­
nual convention. .

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNI­
FORM SYSTEM ORGANIZATION.
To the Officers.and Delegates of the 

N. S. A. In Convention Assembled: — 
We, your committee of State officers,- 
to whom was entrusted the work of 
devising a uniform system of organi­
zation for state associations, beg to 
report that we have carefully consid­
ered the matter, and submit the fol­
lowing for your consideration:

1. We recommend that the articles 
covering individual membership, as 
now in force in Minnesota and New 
York, be adopted by all state associa­
tions and Inserted in their constitu­
tions after their next annual conven­
tions. We thus recommend because 
we feel that the adoption of this rule 
would obviate many of the existing 
difficulties. _

2. We recommend that all state 
associations be granted exclusive ju­
risdiction in the matter of chartering 
local societies, and that societies di­
rectly affiliated with the N. 8. A., at 
present existing in states ;where state 
organizations exist, be recommended 
to withdraw from such, affiliation and 
charter under the state associations of 
their respective states.

3. ^We recommend that the N. 8. 
A. urge their state and local auxilia­
ries to place upon their rostrums only 
such workers as hold valid certificates 
of ordination, or indorsement, issued 
by the N. 8. A. or Its authorized state 
auxiliaries; and .who are directly affili­
ated with some society organized 
either under the N. S. A. or its auxil-' 
iary state societies. '

All of which is respectfully sub­
mitted, WILL J. ERWOOD,

Chairman, for the-Committee.

rected by the convention last year the 
National Spiritualist Association 
paid the Superintend ■“./'. of Lyceum 
Work for six months’ work, ninety 
dollars, the first and only money re­
ceived for work done during four 
years. The work of these years has 
been a constant pleasure, although it 
has with my other duties, many times 
demanded the midnight oil. Sweet 
little faces wreathed In smiles have 
been always before me as an Inspira­
tion, for the girls and boys have faith­
fully written me of their experiences, 
and best of all, of the help which they 
derived from The Progressive Ly­
ceum. Since conditions prevent me 
from serving this department of the 
work wjjich I love so well, longer 
than the end of this Volume IV— 
which will be the last of November— 
I claim the privilege of making some 
statements and suggestions.

.The hope of any movement lies In 
education afforded the children. The 
children’s cause is the people’s cause. 
Spiritualists must become conscious of 
the situation and care for the unfold­
ing minds of youth. The Lyceum 
system is a certain solution for the 
problem of ethical and spiritual un­
foldment rather than theological and 
doctrinal teachings.

In all that the great seer, Andrew 
Jackson Davis, gave to the children of 
earth, there Is nothing of greater 
worth than the Lyceum system. His 
visions have been practically adapted 
to our use and Tuttle’s Lyceum Guide, 
and furnishes an excellent foundation 
for a lyceum. The lesson papers, 
Cards, Pins, etc., furnished by the N. 
3. A. through its Superintendent of 
Lyceum Work afford ample material if 
each individual will, recognizing the 
necessity of education, work for the 
establishment and sustenance of Ly­
ceums throughout the country. ‘

Spiritual Demonstrations are facts 
established by Nature and If tne 
laws and principles are taught for a 
few generations there will be but lit­
tle demand for evidence. Who asks 
for evidence of the claims of science? 
No one who is educated, you will 
agree. Why? Because ..they, have 
been taught that the claims arSTacts? 1 
Who asks for “tests" in the claims of 
Spiritualism? These who hap? not 
been educated to realize that'? ?hrlt 
communion is a fact scientiL.Illy 
proved by the phenomena of Spiritual­
ism,” and most of these are people 
who make a pretense of being Spirit­
ualists. Educate the children, sup­
ply the unfolding minds with facts, 
that they may know and knowing 
they will act. The age demands do-' 
ers. Doctrines are decaying, creeds 
are crumbling, faiths are faltering 
and TRUTH is being recognized. Mo­
tion is life and he who would live 
must move. Spiritualists must exem­
plify the spirituality of Spiritualism.

The authorized missionary workers 
should emphasize not only the import­
ance but the necessity for lyceum 
work. Societies, whose membership 
is principally adults may go down, 
even after years of activity—it is 
stated those who supported this move­
ment have passed from mortal life— 
but a well-organized lyceum, after a 
few years’ existence, will live, pros­
per and Increase for it is constantly 
supplying material for when its ad­
vanced members are promoted.

May you as assembled delegates 
think seriously and act wisely in the 
selection of some one who will carry 
forward this very important work of 
the lyceum. For every part of the 
United States lyceum workers are 
looking for order and method. Grad­
ually we are establishing a plan of 
operation which will soon cement the 
active forces so that State and Na­
tional assembles can be held with 
great benefit to our efforts. I am 
personally grateful for the opportu­
nity of doing that which the marks 
made by angel fingers -pointing the 
way, and hearty co-operation of mor­
tals, have made it possible for me to 
do. Whatever has been accomplished 
Is the result of congenial co-opera­
tion. Pleasantly we have worked to­
gether, hand in hand with angels, to 
bring health, happiness and prosperity 
into the lives of children that they 
may look for sunshine and gladness 
from right thinking and proper acting 
rather than salvation and grace from 
conforming to certain creeds. Here 
in your presence I pledge my humble 
efforts for this cause, ad earnestly as 
ever. May you each consecrate your 
patient determination to do a little 
more than ever before. Stronger 
hands than ours have this work in 
hand; it will succeed,'but we can do 
much to hasten the time when right 
living will be exemplified dally, when 
nature will be carefully obeyed and 
in turn will afford health, happiness— 
heaven. ■

Financial Statement.
Balance in Lyceum treasury

Sept 1,1905.......... .... ...$ 82.20
Received from Lycum lesson

papers........................... . .. 270.46
Received from single sub- •

scripttons.. „ .... ...... 38.25 
Received from cards—snerit ;.

weighing me down, became inviting 
and easy, and I felt of ' lqte equal to 
all that my undertaking InvQlyes, ex­
cept the writing of this apology! But 
many calls upon my time and 
strength hindered tl/e dcqompllsh- 
ment of my purpose Ip , making out 
this report, and bo I lipve to send It In 
unfinished,'and trust to1'your forbearr 
ance to accept it generously and give 
mq more time. . .J " '

My purpose has been, and is, to de­
vote the first part to phenomena and 
mediumship, ind it Is no easy break­
fast spell to collect, Blft, analyze and 
decide what to use and'what to reject 
—-not because any of if IS unworthy, 
but because the limits of the book 
will not permit the use of all; and in 
many cases it Is difficult to determine 
what among a mass of facts and tes­
timonies,, will make the clearest and 
strongest, and most representative 
proofs and illustrations of the vital 
foundations of the science of life'and 
religion of nature as -developed by 
Modern Spiritualism. Some excellent 
representative Spiritualists of supe­
rior Intelligence have written me 
about the claims set- up for medium- 
istic marvels, and discriminating be^ 
tween honest mediumship and the 
villainous frauds perpetrated by con­
scienceless pretenders.-/ I do not feel 
called upon to do this: My aim is to 
obtain the clearest possible proofs of 
such phenomena as. shall be recorded, 
and in all cases in which the condi­
tions attending the seance are such 
as to leave the facts in doubt—thus 
reducing science to faith—to omit 
them entirely; or else,- devote a chap­
ter to such, with comments upon the 
possible, the probable/and the appar­
ently certain, giving ihe subtle soph­
istries of honest believers full and 
free opportunity to presentztheir best 
claims, supported by such assump­
tions as Theosophy and Ocbultism can 
fairly maintain by facts tod reason. 
Such a chapter I think might be made 
useful and instructive. .....

There is much In tfe records of the 
first twenty years as .presented by Ca­
pron, Hare,, Emma., Hardinge, and 
others that do not bold ^gainst the 
more exacting scrutiny of later sci­
ence, and the broader^range. of experi­
ence, and more, comprehensive Inter­

' pretations of nature and her possibil­
ities. ' . i-

Nevertheless, there'are m’any fndub-
itable realities that WJlqwe 
twenty years, that are’ as i 

"certain’, 'and.'Ab, Weikwttewi 
thing that has been adilVa, 
thirty years. Oivifig; ton. , 
ties during the most of the past year, 
I have left the first part in suspension,

the first 
(finite', as

"The Truth Seeker- Collection of
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“Success aha How To Win It”
of

A
lecture and course of twenty-four suc­
cess lessons by Dr.,B. F. Austin, B. A., 
D. D. The titles of some of . the lec­
tures are' as follows: ,Self Helps; Fi- 
nanda! Success; Ideals; Economy; 
Planning, Attraction; Courtesy; Kind­
ness and Tact; Asp! Help. Price 36 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SEC" 
RETARY’S REPORT.

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
National Spiritualists Association in 
Convention Assembled:—Your com­
mittee begs to report as- follows:

1. It is encouraging to note the 
flattering report of the secretary on 
the growth of Spiritualism, not only 
in our own land, but of its spreading 
to other lands, and foreign countries.

2. We heartily endorse what she 
says on the question of the Interest 
that is taken in our Cause by hun­
dreds of intelligent and cultivated 
people from various professions and 
from the many denominations of re­
ligious churches, and we sincerely 
hope dliat the good work may still go 
on in this direction. ,.

3. We recommend to give due 
consideration to that part of her re­
port, where she extends her thanks 
to the press for their Invaluable aid to 
the N. 8. A. • . .

4. We wish to emphasize that 
part of her report where she endorses 
the good work done by certain medi­
ums, especially by . H. C, Dorn and 
Mrs. J. W. Stores by their assistance 
to the N. 8. A. ' ,

5. We regret, as your committee, 
that tlie Stewart-Folsom case should 
be mentioned at this convention, nev­
ertheless we endorse that part' of her 
report that vindicates the N. 8, A. 
on this unpleasant question^

6, We note tjie report of the sec­
retary in regard to certain societies 
who have dropped out of their regular 
connection with the N. 8. A., but we' 
find they are still members indirectly 
by their connection with their state 
organizations, .who are auxiliaries to 
the N. 8. A. ' 
' 7. We recommend that that sec­

tion of our Constitution- and By-laws 
be enforced where state secretaries 
should send in their dues for their 
various delegates, in time for the N. 
S. A. Secretary to make and complete 
her full report before the convention 
convenes, and that those who do not 
comply with the Constitution, on this 
question, shall tye deprived of a seat 
in the convention.

8. We note the pension fund work 
reported by the secretary, and rec­
ommend that it be continued, and we 
think that our secretary should re­
ceive a vote of thanks for her efficient 
work in the Mary E. Harris case, as 
well as others.

9. Wei would recommend that the 
secretary be requested to use her 
best efforts to encourage more camps 
to have an Nl 8. A. day.

10. We think that while it Is a 
drain on the funds of me N. 8. A. to 
defend contested will cases, still we 
recommend that the N. 8. A. continue 
this good work already commenced.

11. The committee approves 
the action of our secretary in 
White case, at Baltimore, Md.

of 
the

12. We recommend that the con-
vention should thank Brother Longley 
for his good work in assisting
secretary in her office work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. D. DUNAKIN, 

, Chairman.
DR. B. O’DELL, 
EDWARD BREWER.

and skipped on to part second; and, 
as a recent inspiration, which is not 
worked out to completion,. I send you, 
herewith, a'specimen page, with re­
quest for an expression Of opinion 
from your honorable body,, or from a 
special committee as/you may elect, 
as to the value and propriety Of mak­
ing this a chapter in part second. If 
I perfect it, I shall try to arrange the 
parallels and contrasts in systematic 
order, so that each selection will 
stand against the othqr with a fitness 
such as the Golden Rule ascribed to 
Jesus, and the modern one by the 
spirit that moved Hudson Tuttle to 
write: “Do all for others.” What I 
send herewith have been selected has­
tily, and not all of them stahd in such 
related contrasts as the plan requires. 
From my present standpoint, it looks 
as if I shall be able to do something 
more to fulfill my office as historian 
than I have been able to. do In the 
past. '

I would inquire what the prospect 
will be of adding to the attractions of 
part first, a variety of Illustrations. 
I think a goodly number of the medi­
ums might furnish cuts of them­
selves and perhaps some that will 
place before the mind in pictures their 
special phases of phenomena. I had 
some years ago, by the kindness of 
Prof. Sanford of Minnesota, some 
unique Illustrations of the “Saucer 
pictures” executed Some thirty years 
ago, the nature of Which is unlike 
any other I have seen. I think two 
or three cuts of these would be a val­
uable accession to the book.

I deeply regret my 1 Inability to 
share In your deliberations, and renew 
the social interest and’ sweet pleas­
ure that must Inspire every session. 
I hope for much to Improve the work­
ing value of your honorable body, and 
to reach Its helpfulness to every 
state In the Union,;and give a new 
impetus to the enterprise of. every so­
ciety in the United States. Above all 
I look for a closer.: blending of the 
two worlds through the influence of 
your labors, a lively,, enthusiasm to 
kindle the altar-fires;: in a million 
souls, and add to tha effectiveness of 
the working missionaries Im the field. 
From the accounts of missionary work 
in the past, I judge Ahat itr is. a valu­
able branch of the ■ usefulness of the 
N. 8. A.,andl hope itwlll be continued 
and extended; and Ifiiyou; lack mate­
rial for the manufacture of new ones 
to send abroad andiaxtendethe work 
you might, as a forlorn hbpe, and a 
novel experiment, try me! A liberal 
part of my public ■work has; been of a 
missionary character, hut .without any 
financial backing, ord: anysi organized 
body to give the support even of sym­
pathy and good will. -^Theq-Bcognition 
you are giving me now is "bread 
upon the waters” returning to me 
with heavenly- benedictions, and love­
ful Inspirations^ for.whlchi please ac­
cept my sincere thanks. ol; am satis­
fied with your official, board, and its 
work as it is, and not anxious for any
»S5«SWSS«$$W$S»$!SK$^^
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COM­
MUNICATIONS.

Yopr committee having carefully 
reviewed the voluminous correspond­
ence placed In Its hands, begs to re­
port as follows:

; 1, Upon .the question of “Federa­
tion of Liberal Religious Bodies,” we 
recommend the appointment of a com­
mittee whose duty it shall be to call 
a conference of representatives from 
the various organizations who have
reported favorably, and proceed 
organize the proposed union.

2. Upon the question of
to

the
present need or Issues that confront 
our cause, the consensus of opinion is, 
that we need a higher and more ad­
vanced education on the part of our 
ministers and mediums.: We there­
fore urge upon all to cultivate self 
and endeavor to reach the highest 
standard of life to the end that the 
inherent principles of our Cause be 
adequately expressed and exemplified.

3. That a committee be appointed 
to compile and attend to thezprinting 
of the various communications now 
in hand, written by Hudson Tuttle, 
Cora L. V. Richmond, Moses and Mat­
tie Hull, Mr. and Mrs. Kates, J. M. 
Peebles, and others, under the title 
of “The Latest Word af Spiritualism”; 
and that the Incoming president be 
instructed to continue to solicit more 
such essays for the use of said com­
mittee. ' ' '

4. Another communication with 
reference to districting our N. S. A. 
for missionary purposes was well 
worthy of special notice. We recom­
ment that circuits be established
throughout state and nation; 

secretaries be appointed to keep 
touch with all auxiliaries, and 
recommend only such speakers 
mediums as are^endorsed by state
National associations; these 
tricts to arrange grove and

that 
in 
to 

and 
and 
dis­

mass-
meetings, according to their own best 
judgment, to the end that all auxilia­
ries may be protected from Imposi­
tion, our honest mediums be encour­
aged and fraud disappear forever.

Respectfully submitted, 
ELIZABETH SCHAUSS, 

Chairman.
CATHERINE McFARLIN, 
W. E. HAMMOND, 

, , SOLOMON DILL.

GEMS OF TrtOdGftT

The Unlucky Number 
Lucky Number-Just

13 Is Destined to Bf Our 
M Premium Volume?,

By the Following Well-Known Authors
Mrs.M. T. Longley
Countess Constance Wachtmeister 
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond 
Prof. C. W. Leadbeater 
Daniel W. Pull
Prof. W. M. Lockwood '
Prof. J. S. Loveland
A Mazarine ;
Rev. Minot J. Savage
Prof. Alexander Wilier
Dr. J. M. Peebles z' %

Mrs, Ella Dare
P. J. Cooley ■
Prof. Elmer Gates
M. M. Mangasarian
Eaba Bharata
Mrs. Helen P. Russegue

Never has a more promising, more 
elevating or more satisfying book been 

published (especially as a premium) than this, our 
THIRTEENTH ; a work that will appeal to the cler­
gy, to the doctor, to the philosopher, to the theosoph­
ical stddent, and to the young and old Spiritualist. If 
you have no religious convictions, or conception of 
the occult, this book wjll open your eyes. See spe­
cial terms elsewhere in" this MAMMOTH EDITION 
of THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO DE­

VISE WAYS AND MEANS.
In view of the fact that the National 

Spiritualists Association, during the 
thirteen years of its existence, has 
failed to become an institution of 
financial independence and helpful­
ness which was hoped for by its or­
ganizers; that instead of this it is de­
pendent upon the gifts of the gener­
ously disposed who may attend the 
yearly conventions, or who may be ap­
pealed to by its secretary through the 
spiritual press, at Buch times as It is 
necessary. Also in view of the fact 
that the work of the committee on 
finance Is one that is humiliating and 
mortifying to all concerned and will 
only be undertaken by such as are pe­
culiarly gifted in this direction and 
possessed of an unusual amount of 
fervor and love of the cause. Again, 
if by all efforts put forth the amount 
required is not obtained, the board of 
directors are sqpt away from these 
conventions heavy-hearted, with a 
burden upon their hands .which can-

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
National Spiritualists Association As­
sembled—Greeting:—We, the under­
signed, appointed to examine and 
audit the books and vouchers of the 
secretary and treasurer, respectfully 
report that we have carefully per­
formed said duties, and that we find 
them correct; and we recommend

1.—That a vote of thanks of this
convention be tendered these 
and efficient officers for their 
work.

falthful 
faithful

2.—That this committee heartily 
endorse the judicious manner in 
which the executive board has ex­
pended the funds of this association.

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN WITHELL, 

Chairman, 
MRS. E. L. NICHOLSON, ’
W. T. JONES, :
HENRY C. DORN, j

. MRS. HARRIET DUHL, !
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. . JOHN W. RING, .
Natl; Supt Lyceum Work. - 

Crystola, Green Mountain Falls, jCilo,

change; but as change is indispensable 
to progress, If you shall deem it best 
to add some new ones in place of oth­
ers retired, I am confident you will 
exercise wisdom In your choice, and 
allow no personal prejudice,'or party 
strife, or selfish ambition, to mar the 
character of your work, or weaken the 
noble efforts-that animate the fife of 
toe N. S. A. . ’ •

The letter from Hudson Tuttle, pub­
lished in The' Progressive-Thinker, is, 
in. my judgment, an able and wise 
presentation for the N. §. A. to con­
sider, and act upon, so far as it meets 
your approval, and answers the Ideals 
of your enterprise. .

Some objections have been made to 
the tendency of the N. 8. A. to-sub­
jugate the spiritual science, and its 
humanitarian application,' to a rule 
of religious faith and sectarian dogma; 
The objections, I think, are over­
drawn, and tend to a misconstruction 
of the meaning and objects of the re­
ligious shadings In your enunciations. 
But there may be danger of too much 
copying after, the churches, giving 
force to a bias that the best light of 
Spiritualism does not justify. Let us 
keep clear of all tendencies to dwarf 
the sublime philosophy of life, or to 
circumscribe and cripple the free 
thought and royal reason of free men 
and free women, seeking to sever the 
best interests' of humanity, and the 
most comprehensive and beautiful re­
ligious science the world has ever

not be realized. In view of all this , 
and the fact that out work as Spirit- r 
ualists is largely left undone, for want I 
of means, we believe that the time (, 
has come to place this organization ' 
upon a sound financial basis by adopt­
ing such methods as are adopted by 
organizations and orders outside of 
Spiritualism. The order of Masonry, 
Odd Fellows, and all Fraternal orders, 
pay dues of amounts equal to the . 
work they wish to carry forward. . 
When the necessities of the case are 
properly presented to the different so­
cieties, by their delegates on their re­
turn, and the societies present it to 
their members, that they will respond 
and become willing workers in this , 
great work for the good of the whole.

The thirteen years of organization 
have been an object lesson and an edu­
cation. The Spiritualists cannot af­
ford to be outside of it. Greater work 
is yet to be done, in which they will 
wish to have a hand and become a 
part. The president in his message i 
has repeatedly asked for an endow- I 
ment fund. No response is given. < 
Your committee, therefore, ask that i 
measures be taken at this convention 1 
to increase the usefulness of the N. S. 
A., and we suggest that the sum of ; 
one dollar a year be required of each i 
Individual member of all societies con- 1 
slating of Individual membership, lyce- l 
ums excepted; and that members of i 
lyceums pay twenty-five cents yearly, I 
for the support of toe National Asso­
ciation. Children even will willingly 
do some little thing to send half a 
cent a week, and any Spiritualist the 
small sum of one dollar a year, when • 
the matter is presented. This sum ' 
from the Spiritualists already organ­
ized would enable the N. S. A. to take 
care of its pensioners without further 
appeals to any one. Not only this, it 
would enable them to increase the 
amount paid them, which we would all 
be glad to have done. Then the 
needy cared for would not necessarily 
be limited to mediums and worn out , 
workers, but could be extended to any ( 
aged and poor Spiritualist who might . 
otherwise be consigned to an alms- j 
house. ।

Societies and Spiritualists will cer- , 
tainly see that this Is the simplest । 
and easiest means of carrying forward । 
this great work and that through the ] 
National Association this work should ; 
be done. i

, Tiie Temple Fund Society.
Having been elected as president of 

this national body auxiliary to the N. 
S. A., for raising funds to assist In 
temple building, and the membership 
includes every Spiritualist of the 
United States, I do now solicit every 
man, woman and child to join this im­
portant society. The fee is one dol­
lar ($1) per annum, for each mem­
ber. Will you join and assist this 
important effort? Please read the full 
published reports of the organization 
in the N. S. A. proceeding.

Send one dollar and your name and 
address, and also all others you can 
obtain, to Mrs. Carrie H. Mong, 415 S. 
Franklin street, Muncie, Ind., or to 

Yours fraternally,
GEORGE W. KATES.

Cheyney, Pa.

Resolutions of Sympathy.
Whereas, our brother, H. W. Rich­

ardson, president of the New York 
State Association, and Chairman of 
pur Credential Committee, has been 
called away by the transition ot hls 
brother, therefore be it

Resolved, That we, the delegates in 
annual convention assembled, tender
to him in this hour of sorrow, 
heartfelt sympathy and assure 
that his voice and influence will 
missed in the deliberations of
l,ody.

our 
him

be 
this

Respectfully submitted, 
E. W. BOND, 
MRS. T. U. REYNOLDS, 
PAUL McARTHUR, 

Committee.
THE PATHWAY OF

THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

Or, the Pathway of the Spirit Traced.

By J. M. Peebles, M. D., M. A.

Did it pre-exist and does it reincar­
nate again into mortal life? When 
did It enter the body? What is Its 
form—how- does It relate to the soul 
body? Can It leave the human body 
and return again? Can it live In and 
control another mortal body? These 
questions and many others- are asked 
and answered by the Doctor in this, 
his latest book, of two hundred pages. 
Price 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

known. LYMAN C. HOWE.

. "Religious and Theological Works of 
Thomas Paine,” contains hls. celebrated 
"Age of Reason,” and a number of let­
ters and discourses on Religious and 
theological subjects. Cloth binding, 
m pages. Pricia & . 7'

GEO. B. HOLBERT, 
MRS. R. S. LILLIE.

ETERNITY OF THE EARTH.
Electricity the universal Force. By 

Daniel K. Tenney. A valuable book 
of 105 pages. Cloth, 75 cents.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENTS.

ON PIONEERS OF PROGRESS.
To the Officers and Delegates of the 

National Spiritualists Association of 
the United States in Annual Conven­
tion-Greeting:—We, the under­
signed committee on amendments, 
have carefully considered the pro­
posed amendments submitted to us 
and beg leave to report as follows:

We agree unanimously in striking 
out- the first and second proposed 
amendments.

We agtee to strike out the sentence 
“two inches in diameter” in Article 3 
of the constitution. . - '

We recommend that in place of the 
proposed amendment from the First 
Spiritualist Religious Association of 
Clackamas County; Oregon, Article 4 
of the constitution remain as It Is at 
present

We recommend that Artlcl©lliof 
the By-Laws be repealed and that the 
Ordination Usages, as amended by 
this convention, be substituted in 
place thereof, but that this recom­
mendation shall not affect the action 
of this body In referring the whole 
matter to a special committee.

Respectfully submitted,
' L. P. WHEELOCK,

. Chairman,
LAURA G. FIXEN, 
DR. E. H. GREEN, 

. OSCAR A. EDGERLY, 
. JOSEPHINE A. BRUER.-

iiiliiiiilMlliO

By Dr. T. A. Bland.

This new book is a historical review, 
of political, religious, social, economic, 
scientific and philosophic progress ot 
the nineteenth century in the form of 
biographical sketches, personal recol­
lections and friendly criticisms of t,he 
lives and characters of thirty-two men 
and women the author has personally 
known among whom are Abraham 
Lincoln, Ulysses 8. Grant, Wendell 
Phillips, Lucretia Mott, Gerald Mas­
sey, William Lloyd Garrison, Henry. 
Ward Beecher, Thomas K. Beecher, 
Lew Wallace, Benjamin F. Butler, 
John Clark Rldpath, Susan B. An­
thony, Andrew Jackson Davis, Peter 
Cooper, Hiram W. Thomas, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Julia Ward- Howe, 
Robert G. Ingersoll, Francis A. 
Walker, Henry George, Alfred Russel 
Wallace, John Boyle O’Reill/ and 
Richard T. Ely. •

With an introduction by Rev. H. W. 
Thomas. '

It comprises 254 pages, is printed 
In good type and bound in best libra­
ry cloth.. Price, ?1. . For sale at this 
office. '"

"Discovery o£ a Lost Trail.” By Chaa, 
B. Newcomb. Excellent in spiritual 
suggestiveness. Cloth, fl-50.
Price, 30 cents. , ; 7
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lation of The Progressive Thinker.

Besides the paper itself, which is cheap at the 
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arf aid human kind.
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connection with subscriptions for the paper,
Friends, let this be a Banner Year in ex­
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over the world, and the spiritual thought of ad- Spiritualist paper in the World, THE PROGRESS
vanced minds in all countries.
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"Are they all happy?" I wish I 
could say they were; but they will be­
come so as they desire to do good for 
its own sake, and are taught by their 
angel helpers. There are darkened 
spheres, where souls who have caused 
misery and suffering to others are 
compelled by its law of cause and re­
sult to reap what they have sown, and 
are therefore miserable in the con­
sciousness of the wrong they have 
created, and the result of It in many 
lives, but these shall all atone by help­
ing others more miserable than them­
selves, and also by returning to earth 
to impress other weak minds with 
thoughts of power and courage to 
overcome evil suggestions. I HAVE 
MET MANY SUCH, AND WATCHED 
THE ANGELS COMFORT. TEACH, 
AND GUIDE THEM, AS LOVINGLY 
AS ONE WOULD SUPPOSE THE 
CHRIST TO DO. ’ ^

"What about the religious sects in 
tho spirit world?" They are as dis­
tinct as they are here, for a time, until 
a larger light dawns upon their con­
sciousness, for you know, death does 
not change a person’s character, tem­
perament, or opinion; that is a work 
ot develppment. and progress. ■ There­
fore, ‘when a Presbyterian dies, in a 
full belief in the doctrines his church 
inculcates, he is drawn into a commun­
ity of souls whose ideas correspond 
with his own,' and meets those good 
divines and teachers whom he admired 
on earth. The same in the case of a 
Roman Catholic; he is not immedi­
ately divested of his ideas, but joins 
that particular society or brotherhood 
which he desires, until his views en­
large, and he sees the symbol in tbe 
light of the reality; the emblem giving 
place to the truth it represented.

"And what of the man who had no 
religion; who was, say, a materialist, 
agnostic, while on earth?” "By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” If such 
a one has loved bis neighbor, and done 
his duty; if he obeyed the Instincts of 
divine natural law, and thus fulfilled 
his responsibilities, he also shall reap 
what he has sown, and in that higher 
life he shall receive proof and evi­
dence of the soul's Immortality, the 
existence of Deity, and the spiritual 
possibilities of man. He will reason, 
remember the words ot the Greatest 
Teacher, “The son of man shall sit on 
the throne of glory, and judge." Even 
so, this son of man shall sit on the 
throne of his reason, and shall know, 
and therefore judge; so that he can 
say to all unworthy thoughts, aims, or 
suggestions, “Depart ye!” and to all 
good motives, pure thoughts, and lov­
ing deeds. "Come, ye blessed of my 
Father!”

I will tell you what Interested me 
very much during several psychic 
tours: The condition of the little chil­
dren who dwell in the Summer Land, 
avast sphere about- 30,000 miles 
(some one told me) from the earth 
planet, but whether any mind could 
measure the vast places between the 
spheres, 1 cannot tell. There are 
seven in all round our earth, and one 
Is devoted entirely to children, with 
their angel guardians and teachers, 
it was a real delight to sec tbe mill­
ions of happy little ones, gathering in 
bands, schools, and companies around 
their leaders. The scenery is delight­
ful, such lovely flower-strewn val­
leys; such limpid lakes; such glorious 
forests; such beautiful fields. Thou­
sands of children who, during earth 
life, were obliged to live and labor, to 

• suffer, and ofttimes sin, are here gath­
ered into loving cart, and inhabit the 

1 homes prepared for them by angel 
’ peopje. Their delight cannot be ex­

plained in words; they are simply 
happy, and free to enjoy all the beauty 
spread forth in abundance before 
them. Those who loved children 
here, and perhaps were never given 
any of their own, can lavish their love 
upon these dear little ones, and teach 
them all they are so eager to learn— 
children ot all peoples, of all ages; but

count of their magnetic.power. They 
worship the Great Spirit; they learn 
to help the weak; they rejoice in their 
freedom, and delight to return to 
earth on errands of mercy. ,

You ask me, “Is there no danger 
in mediumship? Are there no trials, 
temptations, deceptions, to be met 
with in one’s progress?” There are 
many, and perhaps a word concerning 
these may be useful, especially to me­
diums and sensitives who have possi­
bly similar experiences to undergo.

Passing through various stages of 
development, from Impressions! writ­
ing, trance ■ speaking, psychic travel­
ing, ■ clairvoyance, clairaudience, and 
psychometry, to pure intuitive percep­
tion, normal clairvoyance and con­
scious inspirational speaking, and all 
these gifts covering a period of nearly 
twenty years, I have met with many 
controls, many guides, varied experi­
ences WITH DARKENED OR 
TROUBLED SPIRITS, FRAUDU­
LENT INFLUENCES, ETC., passing 
through Innumerable 'death- scenes, 
rescuing by magnetic will many sor­
rowful, repentant souls from darkness 

.and .evil,, witnessing, many conflicts 
between light and darkness, receiving 
many conflicting communications, vis­
iting many sorrowfur abodes in" the 
spheres,and temples of glorious beauty 
in the heavens; listening with rapture 
to the musical tones of angel teachers, 
whose words filled the soul with 
beautiful inspirations; and subjected 
to many trials and temptations, 
which continually strew the path of 
progressive mediumship.

Should I reveal the secrets of many 
a mental struggle? My heart says, 
Yes! because other souls may take 
hope of cheer as they learn how I 
have been delivered from all and these 
things, how deeply tender is the love 
of our Father, how unchanging his 
care of his children. The grand "I 
will” still remains, as the sun still 
shines, however dark the intervening 
clouds; so, for the assurance of tired 
and troubled mediums comes the 
promise, "I will give my angels 
charge-concerning thee;” "Fear not, 
little flock; it is the Father’s good 
pleasure to give you tbe kingdom.” '

Among the dark days of my life 
(and somehow, the “winter of our 
discontent” seetos always longer than 
the summer of ourjoy), there stands 
out few so vividly as those in which 
I encountered a spirit giving the name 
of “Theosphon,” WHO HELD AU­
THORITY OVER A LEGION OF
SPIRITS, HIS WILLING -MINIONS;

treasure, success, influence, power and 
occult skill. 'Tie about fourteen 
years since he first came, with dark, 
insidious arguments, to disturb the 
peace of my spiritual life.-

I was in very perplexed circum­
stances at the time, being widowed, 
and much straitened In means. I had 
been lecturing in the Masonic Hall, 
Balmain, for some weeks, until my or­
thodox opponents had closed it to our 
services, and I had to seek another 
field of labor. My circles were not 
very prosperous, my power but 
feeble, when one night I lay awake 
listening to the language of one 
whom I could not clearly see. His 
language, indeed, appealed to all the 
finer tastes of my nature; being at 
once poetical, logical, and powerful, 
Hour after hour my. spiritual hearing 
drank in this liquid music of oratory, 
wondering who could be thus minis­
tering to my wearied senses.

Then he began to promise me large 
audiences, public appreciation, and 
worldly good;. playing upon, my love 
for my children, for the advancement 
of thought, and my own depression of 
spirits. He had discoursed concern­
ing the : various planets;•.. evolution, 

. history,.geojogy, poetry,,,the .■ dramfi;.- 
and sketched' out a line of reform.in 
glowing terms of seeming disinterest­
ed brotherhood, or Unes of social or 
political thought. And now he strove, 
to win away my allegiance to Spirit­
ualism, and plant my efforts on the 
materialistic platform. Very cau­
tiously, not swiftly, showing the 
cloven foot, but working so skillfully 
to undermine my faith, striving to 
prove that immortality was a myth 
and a delusion. Denying the existence 
of God, asserting the’falsity of spirit 
return; he must have forgotten that 
his own presence there was a proof of 
the same, and my being able to hear 
his discourse but the possession of a 
mediumlstic gift. For three days 
and nights he followed me persistent­
ly, my own beautiful guardians stand­
ing back, watching the conflict, and 
praying to the Father for me (as one 
said of Peter of old) “that my faith 
fail not.” ’ ,

At last, exhausted, sick in soul and 
body, I lay me down to pray that God 
would deliver, when suddenly my vis­
ion was illumined, and I saw his mes­
senger come to my aid, who . gently 
magnetized me till I fell asleep, wrap­
ping me in his light, through which 
my tempter was powerless to enter. 
Months passed ere he renewed his at-

IVE THINKER.
wreath of flowers/and as I stood by 
tbe grave,-1 felt he was beside me, a 
radiant presence, having entered Into 
"the liberty of the children of God.”

The loving sympathy of Melbourne 
friends and fellow mediums was add­
ed to the tender ministry of angels, 
therefore I was strengthened to renew 
my work, and strive to be the means 
of helping others who might also be 
bereaved. - Since that time, Willie 
has spoken, to me through many me­
diums, been seen by many clairvoy­
ants, and I have had speech with him, 
watched his progress to noble man­
hood, been acquainted with his work 
in spirit life, and received much help 
and comfort by his presence.

Oh, there is nothing so comforting 
as spirit communion. It takes away 
the sting of parting, and links earth to 
heaven by tender-est bonds of interest 
and mutual affection. So I have three 
dear sons-to-welcome.me when I re­
turn to their .father in spirit life; and 
It is so sweet to think of that re-un- 
lon, when We shall talk together about 
all the way we have come, and under­
stand the will of lthe Infinite Father­
hood concerning Us, each one. Truly 
“those whom we/Jove God lends us, 
but love Itself he gives.” Are we not 
all one family, Inwr out of the body? 
with only subh aithln veil between.'

“Tell me? something about your 
work,” said a friend,- oh one occasion, 
"among societies in different colo­
nies.” - ■

• Yes; therein lids tho greatest-hap­
piness; and the recollection of several 
-years.1 happy: work. Im the- Australian 
colonies, riffjBetingl with ^niaiiy' noble 
workers. imAhe sthuse, and'enjoying 
the hearty -tico-operation of loving 
friends is well worth the effort, or 
whatever trials may have strewn the

through many progressive pathways 
Into the city that has no need of a 
church.

“There is one question I would like 
to ask you, Mrs. Harris,” said the 
anxious inquirer. "Have you found 
that mediumship tends to deteriorate 
health or mental force, or destroy 
one’s Individuality In any way?” .

I do not think so, In my own case; 
but of course I have no phenomenal 
manifestations to exhaust my 
strength, and the state of trance has 
only been used as an educational un- 
foldment towards the superior condi­
tions of inspiration. I have some­
times felt tired, even exhausted, after 
a long evening’s work; but does not 
the teacher of music, the day-school 
teacher, or even the minister, grow 
weary also? I do not think medium­
ship has been more exhaustive than 
any other profession would have 
been; and it has been bo full of 
pleasure, such a means of enlarge­
ment of life, such a constant flow of 
thought being the result of continual 
spiritual companionship, that I feel 
amply recompensed for any trouble or
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way of life's progressive journey. / 
Especially do I remember with

fatigue it may have caused.
I have met many mediums 

have devoted years of faithful, 
est labor to mediumship, and

who 
earn- 
these

were singularly capable, healthy, 
strong-minded folk, for1 whom the 
wondrous denunciations of the latest 
work on, matters psychical would 
have no terrors. For instance, Mr. 
George Spriggs, a king among medi­
ums, does not appear at all in danger 
of lending his earthly course in a luna­
tic asylum, or becoming a decrepit 

"wreck of his genial, hearty self. And 
after about twenty years' work, a 
email matter in comparison with 
some of these grand pioneer workers, 
I feel quite “myself;” not at all in 
danger of being “destroyed” by the
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pleasure the formation and growth of hypnotie influence of seen or unseen

SPIRITS, HIS WILLING MINIONS; tack, but my sympathy grew deep for 
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none of them helpless, weak, de­
formed, or suffering. No imbeciles, 
no blind, or deaf, or dumb, or 
troubled.

Can you imagine such a sphere? 
No, you must wait until you become 
clairvoyant, or till you enter the higher 
life; when you will be able to watch 
the angels' care and wisdom towards 
their little ones; and how they al) 
grow up to perfect womanhood and 
manhood, to become messengers and 
workers for humanity. And indeed, 
these little ones often descend in 
beautiful bands to the earth, and In­
spire mortals with thoughts of faith, 
purity, and happiness.

"Did I ever see any of the colored 
races?" Certainly. The forests and 
mountains, plains and valleys, of the 
first sphere, are the delightful homes 
of the Indians ("happy bunting 
grounds”,) and other peoples who were 
children of Nature, and could there­
fore find happiness fn no other heaven 
than Nature's own. These also pro- 

i gross, and become the helpers of hu­
I inanity, chiefly for healing mediums, 

or phenomenal manifestations, on ac-

(or school) easily deceive, and even 
gain control over the unwary, prayer­
less, selfish, or mercenary sensitive. 
Being continually earth-bound, or on 
the material plane of thought, they 
can so influence' mortals as to create 
prosperous surroundings; give suc­
cess in speculations, fraudulent decep­
tions, or questionable production of 
phenomena, through the agencie^ of 
their willing slaves, the vengeful, ava-1 
rieious, deceiving, undeveloped spirits 
who throng the Immediate atmosphere 
of this planet.

As the Nazarene controls his dis­
ciples, Socrates his following, or any 
other magnetic master of the heavenly 
spheres direct the movements and 
ministries of their particular school of 
thought or action—whether in the ar­
tistic, as Michael Angelo; or the mag­
netic, as Mesmer; In the poetical, as 
Milton, and others; tn the scientific, as 
Galileo, etc.,—so did this evil one in 
his own particular-sphere of action, 
(the tempting of mediums) direct and 
will his. servants to do hfs pleasure, 
which is to frustrate the efforts, of 
good angels, to control sensitives, to 
prevent the spread of true Spiritual­
ism, and win disciples to atheism, ma­
terialism, or the use of black magic.

Of course there are many dark- 
browed leaders such as he, but this is 
the particular “Mephistopbeles” of my 
personal experience, and bitter were 
the trials he has striven to fasten 
upon my life. In appearance, as seen 
by myself and other clairvoyants who 
have described him to me, he is very 
handsome, of commanding figure, in­
tellectual countenance, and very fasci­
nating demeanor. He came some­
times as a knight of "ye olden time,” 
clad in brazen armor, with helmet and 
vizor; sometimes as a cavalier, in 
slashed doublet and hose, plumed hat, 
and glittering sword; dark, piercing 
eyes, scornfully curling lip, and proud 
bearing, distinguished him. Some­
times he wore a mask, and long dark 
cloak, in which he wrapped himself 
from our vision. IN LANGUAGE HE 
WAS ELOQUENT, SO AS TO DE­
CEIVE THE UNWARY; but ever un­
derlying his suave manner was a 
mocking sarcasm, a .clever satire 
against our holiest thoughts and most 
sacred aims. He held tempting baits 
before ;the souls of bls victims; gulden^

many souls have they won, much lov-
ing patience have they shown to me, 
comforting so sweetly, and inspiring 
my life with faith, hope, and love.

“Yes, the spirit world is very real 
to me. I have heard Its voices, I have 
seen its people, and they are equally 
my friends as those on earth. Espe­
cially In time of sorrow have they 
been near; and there is a “leaf” which 
Is not often turned, so sacred are its 
memories, yet fragrant as pressed 
white rose leaves between, rarely- 
opened pages. My eldest son,, Willie, 
who had resided In Mr. Terry’s home 
for some time, met with an accident, 
which culminated In virulent fever, 
under which he succumbed after less 
that a week’s Illness. He,, the hope 
and pride of my widowed heart, so 
loving, so promising a youth, then 
suddenly removed from my presence; 
it did seem as though the sun of life 
was darkened, and heaven had forgot­
ten to be gracious. Thad been giv­
ing a lecture that Sunday night in 
Melbourne, and on my return I found 
that Willie had left hie mortal form, 
and been carried by his father to a 
happier sphere.

During the hours of that “dark” 
night, as I lay awake sorrowing as a 
mother for her first-born - son, sud­
denly my quiet room WAS AGLOW 
WITH CELESTIAL LIGHT, AND I 
SAW TWO BEAUTIFUL FORMS; 
ONE, OF MY GUARDIAN ANGEL, 
CHRISTOPHER. AND THE OTHER 
OF WILLIE, WHO SEEMED TO 
LEAN ON HIS SHOULDER, AS IF 
STILL WEAK FROM CONTACT 
WITH HIS SUFFERING BODY. So 
peaceful, so bright, were the two fig­
ures, surrounded by the magnetic 
glow which lighted all the room, from 
out of which came a voice, distinct 
and clear, saying three times, with 
exquisite tenderness, "Woman, thy 
son who was dead Is alive again, and 
liveth for evermore."

And this was my son, whom God 
loved, and had called away from all 
trial, pain, and sorrow, or possible 
temptation. I held my breath, ceased 
my crying, my soul was comforted; 
and soon sweet, restful sleep, conse­
quent on the magnetic influence, fell 
upon me, and so was I strengthened
for the morrow’s solemn, sacred eerv-

a Spiritualistic Society in LelclTardt, 
New South Wales, where a faithful 
band of workers gathered round me, 
aud many a soul was cheered and 
helped by -spiritual communion. I 
had been holding services in the li­
brary room of the Leichardt Town 
Hall, ’ where an appreciative audi­
ence were wont to assemble. But 
owing to some narrow conceptions of 
some members of the Council we were 
given notice to quit, and were not 
allowed to hold further services on the 
ground of our unorthodox teaching.
• The result of this was that a meet­
ing of the principal 'members was 
held In the house of Mr. Nettleton, an 
earnest worker In the cause; and It 
was at length'decided that a small 
property should be purchased for the 
society. This consisted of a house 
containing five- rooms, two of which 
were connected by folding doors, 
which, when thrown open, provided 
space for forty or fifty persons.. Here 
therefore, we were established In a 
very short time, and many happy serv­
ices and circles were held for develop­
ment of mediums; and conversation 
on spiritual subjects. ' ’

Those were happy days. When at 
last our rooms became too small, an 
adjacent building was moved to the 
side of the house.-and by the united 
efforts of- all concerned, converted 
into a cozy little hall. Oh, how hap­
pily, how heartily, they -all worked. 
Carpenters, glaziers, gasfitters, gave 
their half-holiday and'overtime; the 
ladles held sewing bees at the “Mis­
sion House,”, selling their work to 
procure the timber: for the flooring of 
our hall. 5 Donations of goods were 
given, hymn sheets were printed for 
us by Melbourne friends, books for our 
library were donated by others; and 
pleasant little socials were held to 
help the work along.-,
' Such.a happy time!- It stands out 
as an evergreen memory in my mind. 
At last our little hall, decorated with 
greenery and -floyzers, was ready to be 
dedicated to:the;service of Truth; and 
our happy children sang their lyceum 
songs of welcome.'^ We were a happy 
people, and/whenever our friends 
from Melbourne came to' see us, or 
visitors from Sydney joined us 
in our meetings, they felt the charm 
of the spirit off brotherhood, jind 
were Inspired to help us in the work 
we had undertaken. - -

Children, were dedicated; a marri­
age service was held among the flow­
ers; and such-.happy circles and com­
munion with sthe Spirit friends were 
held as wouldiretnlnti us of those early 
days when the first followers of the 
Master were wtmt to meet together.

Mr. Roberite held ■ circles there; 
many mediums whalare now scattered 
about doing-good owork for Spiritual­
ism were devhlopdd there; and many 
an earnest speaker stood upon our 
platform to deliver the message of the 
angel world. Yes, I have lectured in 
large opera houses and noble halls in 
many towns, but ever there will re­
main in my heart a tender memory of 
that little hall In leichardt and its 
happy band' of faithful workers. 
Many of- them are -scattered now; 
many hare been called home to spirit 
life; but a work was done 'there 
which Influenced: many lives, and was 
registered In' heaven,'because of the 
earnest.effort,< and unselfish toil which 
distinguished -it GM -bless all those 
earnest souldj I shall meet them all 
some day in spirit life, and we shall
talk together of all- the way by which
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operators. I have frequently been
helpfully magnetized by them; but 
do not think it necessary to give 
away one’s own individuality. I only 
hope to grow younger and stronger as 
time proceeds, and thus be able to 
help more effectually the work of 
propaganda. Prolonged trance is not 
desirable. It is but a means toward 
an end, a method whereby the unseen 
intelligences bring their sensitives or 
Instruments into rapport with them­
selves, enforcing their teachings thus 
into the very inner self or soul of the 
medium.

To hold communion by Intuition 
becomes the most satisfactory meth­
od; to send thoughts to a beloved one, 
and wait for the answer, being in a 
receptive state of consciousness; to 
receive the answers to questions then, 
as by telepathy, is a constant delight. 
The effort to -place oneself upon the 
same plane, not to drag the communi­
cating intelligence down to a human 
plane. This is a progressive educa­
tion that anyone cari enjoy, and which 
can never be harmful to mind or 
body. More and still more sensitive 
becomes the instrument; but firmer 
and stronger the will to rise, to ascend 
.to those higher places where real life, 
real love, and real joy are found. 
Therefore the spiritual nature must 
be developed, but no loving duty to 
earthly friends need be neglected in 
the endeavor. Love becomes more 
universal. Mediumship cannot fail 
to bridge the gulf men call “death,” 
and provide the means of inspiration 
from higher spheres, if prayerfully, 
humbly, and carefully sought. But 
it is not necessary always to be an un­
conscious medium,' or a phenomenal 
medium. Let us Took to humanity's 
highest ideal, the life of the Master 
Medium, and see what grandeur of 
character,' what firmness of purpose, 
■what spiritual beauty and grace ac­
companied all the manifestations 
which he presented, and then we can 
follow on, unafraid of "obsession,” 
"possession,” hypnotism, or any other 
thing, save tne fulfilling of love's 
higher law. ‘ '

Higher Spiritualism demands 
higher consciousness to perceive, en­
joy, and make use of the advantages 
it offers. This is the safest method 
and'most reliable manner of gaining 
communion with purer minds who 
can truly help us; but whose wish, is, 
not to remove or subdue our individ­
uality, or will-power; but*to educate 
and Inspire us with lofty thoughts for 
the helping of all souls.

' - • • - MRS. HARRIS;

PAY IF CURED.
Gleason’s Catarrh Cure Is

: Sold on a Positive
•■ Guarantee. '

■ If It Don’t Cure' You
. It Costs You Nothing. .

Gleason's Catarrh Cure has cured thousands of 
chronic case of catarrh and those Buffering from 
deafness, the result of catarrh. It Is Bold on a 
positive guarantee. Sand 11.00 for full sited bot­
tle, with upal la neo for using. If after using you 
are not perfectly satisfied that it will cure Von 
write us and we will refund your money. Ref­
erence, any bank in thia city. Gleason’s Catarrh 
CureCon Battle Creek Michigan. /.

"Death, Its Meaning and Results." 
By J. K. Wilson, ot the Pennsylvania 
Bar. An absorbingly Interesting vol­
ume, of decided value. A narrative of 
wonderfu! psychical events in the au­
thor’s experience. Cloth, 560 pages, Il­
lustrated. $1.26. ; • : ’

"Continuity of Life a-Cosnilc Truth,” 
By Prof. Wm. M; Lockwood.,The work

ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.
H. D. Barrett, for services, traveling 

expenses, &c......................
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Sprague, Mis- 

sionarles, for salary and expen­
Fuel........ *'. ’
Gas............................. . ............................
Postage............................ .......................
Office supplies, charwoman, bonds, 

telegrams, express, etc.. .
Property expenses, for repairs, tax­

es. ana insurance............
Convention (1905) expense..................
Trustees’ traveling expenses to con­

vention and board Meetings.... 
Secretary’s salary...............................  
Printing..................................................  
John W. Ring, for lyceum..................  
Editor-at-Large, Hudson Tuttle........ 
Pensions and temporary aid to aged

mediums........................................

$ 2,-085 DO

. 2,106 43 
46 00
12 60
00 00

161 26

142 46
850 67

938 01
1,200 00­

180 76
90 00

400 00

2.087 00
Special donations from Genoral Fund, viz:

To Morrie Pratt Institute.
To Jno. W. Ring, for- lyce­

um work.........................
For Gott will case, attorney 

fees, etc............................
For reinterment of Dr.Henry 

. Blade’s body.......................  
For no Ury fee.,....... i............

Miscellaneous expenses, rlz
Stenographer for Folsom case, 

8L Louis............. I...............
St Louis mass meeting...... .
Legal tee, Sinclair will case, 

Lakewood. N, J..................
Traveling ovponses. Geo. B. 

Warne to Whitewater, Wls, 
Wurk on rituals .. .....................

Total expend!ture8

1.000 00

1150 00
11,209 84

70 00
1 00

2,41-0 81

1260 75 
89 86

,100 00
4 25
2 DO

456 36
612,770 21

MBS. M. T, LONGLEY, Sec’y. M S. A.

Treasurer’s Annual Report.
Statement from Oct. 1, 1905 to Oct. I, 1906.
Det. 1, 1905. Balance on hand 

Cash received, General
Fund.............................. I

Cash received, Mediums’ 
Relief Fund............

Cash received, Mediums’ 
Fund.........................

Cash disbursed, General 
■ Fund............................  

Cash disbursed, Medi­
ums’Keller Fund....

$18,486 83

$5,582 08

2,821 82

1 00
----------  8,404 90

126.79173

110.683 24

2,087 00
12,770 24

*1432149
RECAPITULATION,

General Fund..................... 48,676 07
Mediums’ Belief Fund....... 4,918 38
Mediums’ Defense Fund.... 613 14

----------  414.121 49
THEO. J. MATER, Treas. N, S. A.

$35 RewartL . .
Twenty-five dollars reward'will be 

paid to anyone for the present address, 
if living, or positive proof of the death 
of Virginia C. or Jennie Andrus nee 
Ferris, who left her home about .1877 
for Chicago, Ill.; both of her parents 
are dead and It will be to her Interest 
to appear. Address Will F. Ferris, 
Decatur, Ill.

AN IMPORTANT WORK,

The N. S. A*" Ritual for Spiritual 
Services, .

The N. S. A. Ritual' for Spiritual 
Services, well printed and neatly 
bound in Leatherette, is now in print 
and for sale at the N. S., A. office, 6D0 
Pennsylvania avenue S. E., Washing­
ton, D. C. Twenty cents per copy, 
postpaid; two dollars per dozen. Ad­
dress MARY T. LONGLEY,

■’ ' ■ Secretary.

■ "Metuumshtp and Its Development, 
and How to Mesmerize co Assist Devel­
opment.” By W. H. Bach. Especially, 
useful to learners who seek-to know 
and utilize the laws of mediumship, and 
development, and avoid errors. Price, 
25 cents. “Big Bible Stories,” cloth, 
60 cents. ■

- “Right Generation the Key to the 
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.” • By Dr. 

"M. E Conger. ’ An appeal to reason and 
man’s highest aspirations. A plea for 
justice and equality In till the relations 
of life between me', and women.

harmonial institute.
A Spiritual Home, 

SSSSS-SS 

gon, under the management of J

Dr. F. W. Underwood,
who is a celebrated

Magnetic Healer and
Osteopathic Physician. 

lv^lB\v2HPu.<0£lle“,'^^ and lre“' absent-

TO THE PUBLIC.
r:Z.^H 1810. cw*h)y that I have known Dr F 
?nd an'’M™?in^k1^ 10 be“ m»'> “f honor

St enen‘. ‘‘““fing medium. Those who 
emploj him may feel sure or belna greatly benc- 
oKeotirm^ e'Th3' Dr- bowler and their 
sei™ ?n nf n,slll?c"w^ hRve proven rhem-

> o?, ’’ "T1!1 8P'1'll"al healers ami work- eia in cause of humanity,
J. M. PEEBLES, M. D.

Medial and Spiritual 
Development.

AtK^tt •* “Otenco

. ^Md'11; which la both scientific and In-
‘?.011 ft onc ondorsed by sciential, who 

accept Spiritualism and the spirit world who Stell lo reach you.
...UrB'dlnonimoti and women tn all walks of 
lire, farmers, mechanics, lawyers, teachers, cler­
gymen who apply my system are more success­
ful, besides realizing In a practical way their 
psychical powers.
te^as directed 4mpoMlWeM I011 aPP^ »‘Y sya- 

tarThe cost? Well, a diamond is small, but its 
workmanship and beauty of clearness make it 
priceless. My system, like a genuine diamond, 
is worth something. But it« worth imparts great­
er yior^110 your life and becomes your most val- 
u « 2? asset. At present nty terms are easy and 
Within your reach If you are In earnest, send 
stamped addressed envelope for Prospectus. De­
lineation. etc., to J. C. F. GRUMBINE. B. D.. F. S. 
8. C. (London) 21 Strathmore RU,Brookline,Maws.

ANNOUNCEMENT.
Immediately to All Students and 

Magnetic Healers.
The accomplishments of Electric Vibratory 1 

Therapeutic* will enable you to suectsafully , 
meet tbe laity and practice as a healer.

Head and Rejoice I
Give me your name in full, location, date of 

birth, your favorite colors and songs, with the 
data. I will furnish a Psycho-Physical Chart of 
any individual, by which health, happiness and 
business, success can be secured. To give all 
an opportunity these Charts will be furnished In 
clubs of ten until January 1. for 25c. each. Each 
subscriber becomes a member of tbe School ot 
Triune Life Culture, entitled to monthly Instruc­
tions. Address, ‘

School of Therapeutics.
413-115 Grand Ave., Milwaukee. Wls.

FRANK N. FOSTER

Spirit fhotoorapber,
Sittings by Mail.

from photo or lock of hair. Send for circular 
tree. Box 13. Green Lake bu.. Seattle, Wash.

Do You Need Spectacles. Q noip Vou 
and Better Sight? i
Circular showing styles and prices of my Magnet­
ized Melted Pebble LENZ, a photo of Spirit Yar- 
mah, who assisted to briny out the Clairvoyant 
gift with me, to fit your eyes ns perfectly at your 
own home, and send spectacle by mail as I could 
if you were In my office. Yarmah will form a band 
of helpers that wilt treat your eyes when wearing 
this spectacle and you will have normal vision. 
If needed this baud can heal your body. We have ^ 
a positive cute for Granulated Eye- Lids, or sore 
eyes. Sent postpaid for fl.00. A postage stamp '. 
would be acceptable. B. F. pools.

157 Winthrop are,, Chicago. Ill.

" Be Sure to Read This.
Frances L. Loucke. one of tbe greatest usychlo i 

wonders living. I use the spiritual X-ray to lo j 
cate all internal diseases. A trial will convince { 
you. Nervous exhaustion andlotl vigor of both 
eexes successfully treated, as hundreds can tes­
tify. Send name, age, sex, complexion, one lead­
ing symptom, ana ten cents in sumps, and you 
will receive a correct diagnosis of your case free, 
worth dollars to you. Be eure to write your own 
letter? Dr. J. S. Loucks, who lately passed on, 
continues to treat tbe Bick through my medium­
ship. Address all letters to

FKANOES L.-LOUCKS,
W Warren St S.w»bu&. Knit.

' Boston Meetings.
The First Spiritualis*. Ladies’ Aid 

Society meets in Appletm Hall,9 Ap­
pleton street, Boston, Vass., every 
Friday. . '

The Ladies’ Lyceum Unio.' meets la 
Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont st.?et, Bos­
ton -, Mass;, every Wednesday.

The Ladies' Industrial Union meets 
in Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont sv'eet, 
eve® Thursday. _ . -. _

*Sp!ritu 11 Songs for the Use of Cir- 
eJea, .Campmeetings and. Other Spiritu-

of a strew. Ibgiasi thinker, oh a deeply aJiot Gatherings,’* By Mattle E. Haltice. We laid his earthly form to we Imve hm lofi-through ^ of a strow. logical thinker, on b deeply aifct Gathering 
,wt-4n\th^gt; Kllto cemetery, amid «d W^ trough g$mgi^^ :ip5$t^;t®$^^

MM


