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Unreliability of History.

A 1zarned Kansas friend wrote us a
few woeks ago that he placed little
confideate in history, whether ancient
or modern, sacred or profane. We
thought as we read: If all history is
as corrupt as is that of Kansas, nearly
all of which has been made during the
last fifty-two years, its most important
under the writer's personal observa-
tion, then it Is true confidence cannot
b2 placed in what has come to us from
t » distant past. And the most
fraudulent is that known as sacred
history. This was written by a class
of men, monks {n their -cloisters,
whose motive was to glorify an organ-
{zation from which they gained their
-subsistence. They were without so-
sigl or moral standing, were beggars

" {h fact, and were taught that lying for

_the glory of God insured special re-
-ward in another state of being. They
were only responsible to a higher
priesthood who were actuated by im-
pulses peculiarly their own. They ex-
ercised their wit and education to con--
ceal thelr vices, and those of thelr in-
feriors, and to magnify the importance
of their calling.

. The most reliable records which
have reached us from any source are
doubtless the monuments, simply in-
scribed at the time the events oc-
curred, and which have not been tam-
pered with by human hands. There
is an abundance of these relating the
doings and teachings of Buddha, most
.of which have come to the knowledge
of western civilization since Sir Wm.
Jones, as a representative of the Brit-
ish government, located in India,
about 1783. 'He was versed in Sans-
crit, and in Oriental literature, and
svas the founder of the Asiatic Society,
whose learning survives to our times
in the several volumes of the Asiatic
Researches.

The rock-cut temples of the Bud-
dhists, very ancient and numerous,
were first made known in Europe
about that time. Nine hundred of
these temples still remain in the Bom-
‘bay district. These, mostly, date back
two centuries before our era. - Rev. J.
Freeman Clarke, in his “Ten Great
Religions,” says:

“In form they singularly resemble
the earliest Roman Catholic churches.
The Buddhist monks, then as now;
took the same three vows of celibacy,
poverty, and obedience, which are
taken by the members of all the Cath-
olic orders. * * * If it i8 necessary to
essume either religion copied from
the other, the Buddhist may claim
originality, on the ground of & greater
antiguity.”

Topes, otherwigse Buddhist monu-
ments, erected of stone or brick in cir-
cular form, and dome-shaped at the
top, built soon after the death of the
great teacher, are still found in a
gnod state of preservation scattered
all over India. They were erected in
which fo store the shrines and sacred
relics of that system of religion which
took root in Palestine more than 200
years before our era, and are known
te us as Essenes. The Sanchi tope is a
solld dome of stone, one hundred ang
six feet in diameter, forty-two feet
high, with a bnsement and terrace,
" having a colonnade, now fallen, of
sixty pillars, with richly carved stone
railing and gateway. In these topes
were stored by the immediate follow-
ers of Buddha sacred relics of the
Master. One of these topes, hereto-
fore unopenéd, and wundisturbed for
more than 2,800 years, was recently
opened, and the rellcs were found pre-
served in perfect condition. The

‘+ wealth of Christendom would be freely
- glven to gain such unquestioned evi-
derice of the real existence of the-al-

- leged founder of Christianity.

. The interest expressed on this sub-
jec_t since the commencement of the in-

. Justify another from his pen relating
. to Buddha and hig history 1n ou’r next

Dvery man 18 a volume if you know
“how to read him.~—Channing. ‘
: Do not confine your children to your
“own learning:' ' They were born in an-
other time.—Talmud, :

cogt *gpeak- all things, write all things, but
-~ -notwto impose - his opinions -——Mn.-
chinvbl '
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. Man has a right to think all things,.
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SOMETHING B'IARTLING.

Notcd Woman Writer in Sensational
Attack on the Bible—0Old Testament
Oalled Book of Myths, Poetry and
Puns—Louise Seymour Houghton
Scores King James Translators for
Ignoring Hebrews® Jawbone Joke.

* All theglogical Chicago to-day—
and, it Is expected, all the pulpits of
the country to-morrow similarly—is
discussing with much heat the latest
book product from the Unjversity of
Ohilcago Press—an attack by a noted
woman biblical student on the truth-
fulness of the Bible [ag set forth in a
late .Chicago American].

The author, Loulse Seymour Hough-
ton, has for years made exhaustive re-
search into the Bible in the original
text. ‘The title, “Hebrew Life and
Thought,” hides her eextlamdlnary
copclusions admirably.

A Few Btatemeénts.

Although couched in the most con-
pervative of langnage and without as-
saillng the divine inspiration of the
written work, Misg Houghton does not
mince matters, In effect she says:
That the story of the creatlon of the
world {s poetry—nothing more.

That the Old Testament is a store-
house of “Jack the Glant Klllel .
myths and fables.

That even Jehovah Is made to speak
seriously of animals which never
could have existed.

" That the “sun_never stood still”’
gince this earth began to revolve, the
gtory of Joshua’s battle to the eon-
trary notwithstanding,

That the world-famous miracle *of
the jawbone of an ass, out of which
gushed forth a fountain is simply a re-
flection of the dull wit of the transla-
tors of the King James version of the
Bible-——men so dense that they could
not see the clever Hebrew pun includ-
ed in that tala.

Passages from this latest of dis-
sents from the *“old fashioned” faith
in the Bible follow:

Genuine Mvths.

“That there dgre genuine myths in
the Old Testament 3is certain,” she
says, ‘‘though all of them are used in
a spiritual way.” Mythical animals
play a larger part there than our Eng-
lish translators permit us to recognize,
though not so large as in most mytho-
logical systems. The leviathan (Job
xii:1; Ps.civ: 26;) the dragon (Amos
1x:3; the ‘serpent’ is properly trans-
lated the ‘dragon,” and it is Jehovah
Himself who 1is speaking., So. Ps.
ixxiv: 13, 14; Isa. xxvil:1, etc), the
phoenix (Joh xxix:18, revised version
margin), the night hag (Isa. xli: 21),
none of which ever existed out ot
mythology, are all there and all "are
treated seriously.

“Even those birdlike or beastlike
creatures, the cherub and the seraph,
appear to be mythical—not angels,
but personifications of ‘ processes of
nature; perhaps the protenn cloud,
the zigzag lightning—the word seraph
appears to mean a flash of fire;  what,
precisely, the word ‘cherub’ means is
not known.

‘“In the book of Job (xii:1-5) Je-
hovah himself is described as making
reference to these myths for purposes
of instruction; we generally say He I8
describing the crocodile and the hippo-
potamus, thoush we' know perfectly
well that the descriptions are not at

Stm"ng' U th Pulplteers

all those of these creatures and that

they “precisely correspond to the
dragon and other mythical animals”

Calls Creation I_’oetry.

Perhaps ‘the one statement of all
the others which will create the great-
est discussion is that in which Miss
Houghton dwells on the biblical ver-
sion of the creatjon.

“If the first chapter of Genesis is
not mythology, -neither is it science.
We have got beyond the time when it
is even thinkable that the world was|
made in six days; and happily we have
come to the time when we begin to see
that to interpret the word ‘day’ figu-
ratively as ‘period,” or ‘aeon;’ or any-
thing else than ‘day,” so long as we in-
terpret literally all the rest of the pas-
sage In which the word stands, by a
dishonest juggling with words.

‘“There can be no question that the
writer of this chapter meant by ‘day’
a period of twenty-four hours. The
fact of a Sabbath divinely ordained at
this time i3 an irrefutable witness
against any other interpretation, since
it is based upon the assmption that the

six days, as well as the’ aeventh, were |.

literal days.

“But if neither myth nor sclence,”
she goes on, “what Is this descrlptlon"
It is poetry; an epi¢ of creation, cast
in the same mold as the great Assyrio-
Babylonian eple, though conceived in
go different a spirit,” .

Just a Hebrew Pun

“The miracle of the water gushing
forth from:the jawbone of thé ass with
which Samson slew the Philistines oc-
curred at a place called Lehi,

“Now, lehi means jaw, and the rap-
ture of Samson in ringing the changes
upon the word {s evident; even to his
calling the place in the end Mount
Jawbone (Ramath lehi),

“The story tells how the hero
thirsted, and God miraculously pro-
vided a fountain for  him, which
sprang up in g hollow—not of lehi the
jawbone, but of Lehi the hill.

“The translators of King James’
version, who with all their gifts, were
entirely without the Hebrew sepse of
humor, and who seemed always to
think that the more difficult a thing
would be for them to do the greater
the honor to God when He does it, pre-
ferred to give the grotesque picture of
a fountain perennially gushing out of
a jawbone, though éven they had to
leave it in Lehl the hill in the next
verse.”

The recognizing of certain passages
as merely poetry or folklore she re-
gards as of great importance, espe-
cially in dolng away with difficulties.
The story of the sun standing still un-
til Joshua won his victory is classed as
a poem. .

“The intelligent mingd;’ she =says,
“absolutely cannot picture to itself
such an event as the sun standing still
+—that is to say, the earth ceasing to
rotate—for a single moment of time.”

Other U, of C, Critics,

QOthers who have criticised the Bible
at the University of Chicago are:

Professor George B. Foster, whose
work, ‘“The Finality of the Christian
Religlon,” created a  sensation. In
this book Professor Foster denles the
credibility of miracleg, and declares
the evidence of immortality is insuffi-
clent to make a basis for moral life.

Professor Richard Green Moulton,
who cailed the Bible the *‘Worst
Printed Book in the World,” and made
an entire rearrangement of the scrlp—
tures which he published.

A Bensible Judge.

The members of the Four Corners
of the Earth Theatrical Co., of the
Avenue Theatre, Louisville, were ar-
raigned before Judge McCann of the
City Court, on August 24, for viola-
tion of the Sunday laws.  His honor,
in announcing his decision, sald:

‘“The arrests constitute discrimina-
tion, as the state and city authorities
were exempting other occupations as
works of necessity, under an unwar-
rantedly broad construction of the
law, therefore_to make its workings
uniform I shall discharge these de-
fendants.”

It is a fact worth knowing in this
connection, that theatrical representa-
tions were originally under sacerdotal
control, and religious plays consti-
tuted the princival entertainment for
the people. It Is claimed by some
scholars, that the passion plays, in
which the crucifixion scene is enacted,
was an adantation from the c¢lassics of
Eschylus, wherein the spectacle of a
god suffering for the wrongs of men is
powerfully depicted. Be that as it
may, it can be truthfully stated, those
passion plays became so vile they were
suppressed by legal authority in a less
vicious age than when first introduced.

Then commenced the opposition of
the church to theatricals; and then
that chureh set in motion all its usu-
ally successful arts of calumny and
detraction to crush the actors, and
prevent their personations of kings
and prelates on a public stage.

The histrionic art has been Improv-
ing in morals ever since it was di-
vorced from church rule, and to-day
as ennobling sentiments as ever came
from any church pulpit are promul-
gated on the theatrical stage.

~

The Old Base Must Be Removed.

In laying the foundation and the
erection of a new structure, founded
on reason and.a new revelation, it is
as important to remove obstructloins
and consider the errors practiced by
former builders, show how they arose
from ignorance, defective material and
L unskilled workmaiship, as it 18 to
build the new. Bogs and quicksands
are treacherous foundations on which
to construct a fabric which it is pro-
posed shall endure for all time.

The tounders .of our-free. Institu-
tions had an experience somewhat re-
sembling what Spiritualism now en-
counters, It found a monarchy, claim-
ing divine origin, and - quoting the
Bible, written by the finger of God, in

itg support. “The powers that be are
ordalned of God.” . *'There is no pow-
er but God.” = “Whoso resisteth the

power resisteth the ordinance of God,
and they that resist shall receive to
themselves -damnation.”

Our revolutionary fathers- exposed
these false claims aand showed -they
had no foundation, then.set out to
construct a Republic with its base
Testing on the governed. This great
‘and prosperous American nation, with
promise of eternal duration, is the out-
.growth, . It has defects which time
and wisdon will remove, Theé.system
.of‘a hereditary ruler for a free people
ig a subject for lasting discord, ag Rus-
sla {8.now demonstrating. :

So the-old God-constructed religions

ust give * place: to modern. ideas.

m.nd -—-—South

the change. We can’t get rid of the
old until its falsfties are known, are
extinguished, and the better are sub-
stituted. Let the grumblers grumble,
the right will triumph 1in the end.

The First Churches Were Essenian.

“I say unto thee, thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevall agalnst it."—Matt 16:18,

These words are credited to Jesus,

though evidently inserted by some
party who wished to boost Catholicism
{nto prominence, by showing it was
built on a rock, petros, from which
Peter, being the Greek for rock. But
observe specially, it was a promise for
the future.” The church was to be
built, but was not yet in being.
. Open now to Matt. 18:17, and read:
“If he shall neglect. to hear them
[who complains of 4. brother - for a
grievance] tell it unmto the church; but
if he lgagleetb to hear the church, let
him be unto: thee as a heathen and a
publican.

This languuge lmplies “the church”
was already In being, yet nome had
been founded by Jesus on his apostles
at that time, and not until after the,
reported crucifixion. Where, then,
the church to take action in the prem-
ises?

It has been ghown in these columns
that the Essenes had been in being for
more than 200 years in Palestine
when Jesus .was born; that they had
churches, preachers, deacons, bishops,
and used baptism by immersion as a
door or mode of entrance into that
church., Who can doubt that these
churches, to which complaints were to
be made, were KEssenian, and that
Jesus was & member, as also was John
the Baptist & member and had been a
“fore-runner,” that is had preceded
him in membership, and he had bap-

tized this -orthodox God and made
him a fellow-member" o 5

'

The Best Christian Anthority Quoted.

The Encyclopodia Brltannica. arti-
cle “Bible,” Vol. 3, p 648 Bays: .

“Can we say.of all" the: New Testa-
ment books that they are either direct-
1y apostolic, or at least stand in imme-
diate dependence on genuine apostolic
teaching which they.. honestly- repre-
sent? or must we hold, with an infiu-

LARGE PROPORTION OF = THE
BOOKS ARE FORGERIES, written in
the interest of theological tendencies,
to which' they sacrifice without lesita-
tion the genuine history of Chrisf and
his apostles? * * Ag a matter of fact,

MENT, WITH THE BXCEPTION OF
THE FOUR GREAT EPISTLES 'OF
ST. PAUL, I8 at present more or less
the subject of controversy, and inter-
polations are-asserted even in these.”

sor Wm, Robertson Smith, LL. D., a
Scottish, biblical stholar:” His atten-
tion had not, probably, been directed
to the. incontrovertible: évidence: that
Panl lived and wrote - his' Epistles

vSavior.” ' And thls is why .those
Epistles were filled with " *nterpola-
‘tions,” a8 the extract states, 80, as to

.

ndopt them to Chrlstlnn noeds.

ential school.of modern eritics, that A

EVERY BOOK IN THE NEW TESTA- |

-That artlcle from. which the above |
extract, cale from the pen of Profes-

many yeéars before ‘the 'birth of - our |

D THE BAD A8 FAC-

. “’i%ns

'EJ_USTENOE.' )
To d nd be .good should ‘be
the reli humanjty. Kindness

is always a aubume virtue, one to be
commended very highly. 'To exercise
a forgiv}ng spirit on all occaslons- 18
aomethlng that, should receive - un-
bounded pralse.  Those who are hard-
hearted, who neyer yield to a kindly
spirit in the varlous walks of life, and-
who on ‘a1l océisions are unrelenting,
always demnnding their pound of
flesh, ard unspirltual selfish, exacting,

they arditoo ntuch like-. the granite
rock—not suewptlble to the hlgher vi-
brations.

But while those who are truly spir-
{tual are constuntly 'seeking to 'do.
good in all the various walks of life,.
trying to elevate 'some one beneath
them, at the same time they are con-
tinually peering into the dark hideous
places of life in order to determine the
character gf the dismal evil lurking
there, and the, best method to eradi-
cate it, or undermme it.

The one’ who never looks for evil in
any of the varlous’ departments of life,
is certainly not fit to be called a re-
former IN ANY SENSE OF "THAT
GLORIOUS WORD, for he does mnot
fully recognize the true status of so-
clety, and is in no condition of mind to
grasp the great problems of life, -
“The one who knows nothing of evil,
can not have a full appreciation of the
good, for the FORMER IS CON-
STANTLY TRYING TO UNDERMINE
THE LATTER, and in consequence is
an important factor to consider, a fac-
tor that can not possibly be dispensed
withh in the calculation for future
progress and growth, Hence the
stand assumed by some that YOU
SHOULD ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE
GOOD, AND NEVER FOR THE BAD,
is one that nevér can in the least ad-
vance the world to a higher plane of
existence. It is absolutely indispens-
able that one should be on the con-
stant lookout for that factor in life
which has a DESTRUCTIVE tendency
towards everyth!ng that is LON-
STRUCTIVE.

The one who is constantly looking
for the good, constantly dwelling on
that phase inife, and will not con-
sider the evil that is rampant, is not
even half a reformer—he is a nonde-
script when considered as a factor iy
the world’s progress; he does not
count for anything.

There 8 16 half-way house when
one i8 Working for the redemption of
the world, for the two prominent fac-
tors in?@xistélice must be considered
at every point of view, whether one is
in the light or'in the dark; whether in
the dens of vice or in company with an
angel—ithe same law holds good.

We are led .to thig line of thought
by considering the dark places not

connection with its phenomena, but in
all othgp phages of life. For years a
certain[class of people have been fed
on rotten food”-—just the same as Spir-
‘tua]lst hnve to a certain extent been
fed on ogus 88, regarding the same
at the 'Hime ag true spiritual food.
Just reétd the following and then you
will see the absolute necessity of being
constantly on the outlook for evil that
is stealthily undermining the good.
The Chicago Chronicle says of the
“Rotten Food Lair Found’:

The king of Chicago's dealers in
putrid meat and diseased food was
caught in the toils of the law yester-
day when “Fish’” Murray, chief food
inspector, ran to earth Willlam David-
son, 124 Illinois street, on. whose
trail he hasg camped for ten days. The
extent of Davidson’s business and the
almost Inctedible conditions of filth
under which it has been carried on
amazed the indefatigable inspector,
who estimated that at least 50,000
persons must he feeding daily on the

rank produets of the Illinois street ca-
terer.

The headqunrters of the caterer in

chief to Chicago’s free lunch eounters
and cheap restaurants proved to be an
old barn covered with filth inside and
out and with horse stalls adjoining the
culinary department. Thirty aged

stoves which had outlived thelr useful-.

ness in hotels and restaurants were
presided over by a staff of cooks whose
appearance was in keeping with their
surroundings. Davidson’s method was

to purchase along South Water street

and elsewhere through the city all the

rotten meat and fish which had turned
bad through being kept too long or as
This stuff was
quickly dispatched to the various cold

a result of the heat.

storage concerns throughout the city.

caying flesh.

Davidson. -

$200,000.

margin; -

“health ordinance.

could -b® prosecuted: was preferred.

The extreme penalty on each count is
$20%1making a total on the

a ﬁne

six cou 200

. =Not Wholly Insplred
Wellm{well sthe world. does ‘move.

The Pontiflcsl Commission, under the
directiomiof U8 Grannose, of the Cath-

olic- Un[\‘br‘slfi‘ of Washington, D. C.;
has ann

teuch, e er
the Bible,; cred{ted to" Moses,
wholly »hgpired. -

lenso taught 37 years ago.
our-Washinjzton correspondent W H.
Burr, Esq. -

as written in Greek

.blackeat of Mesi—Tennygon. - :
“The way,

and nevér realfy accompllsh_unythlng ‘
for the gldvantément of humanity—

" NO PLACI

‘_ﬂ
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genial Place, Either in‘lIeat'en or Hell—A History of

!l.‘uke, and tlm Devil Wouldn't Have Anywuy Y

An angel knocked at Hell's frout door, ..
In shining robes well dressed, . ‘
The Devil donned his best dress suit
And ushered in his guest,

“If you please, kind sir,” the angel said,
His face looked worn with care,

*I've brought a woman down to you,
‘Bhe needs a change of air.

. “The church in Dashville gent her uyp, .
- ;¢ Labelled her ‘free from ain,’ ) V-
- Salat Peter-was away, you see,
“And Gabrlel took her in,

"Wo cannot trust our churches now' —
. He sadly ghook his head— '
" “Phey’re growing blind so very fast _
"' Since Mammon they have wed, B

. “PThis woman did the dickens rajse—
Your pardon, sir, I craye—
But just between you, sir, and me,
The saints did misbehave.

' “So tried and angry did they get
-~ Through all the realm of light, ..
Not one.thing was she suited with—:
Some thing was not just right.

“Her wings she would not wear at. all — :

‘For fowls and birds,’ she said.

. Her crown, too heavy was by far,
And didn’t fit her head.

" “The music was too loud, she said, -
And threw her harp right down, .
And called for thread and scissors, slr,
To lengthen out her gown,

“The light, she said was much too strong,_j; ;

" It really hurt her eyes; L

Her throne she guessed was well enough, L
All but its shape and size;

“Bhe sald it seemed like wasting time
. To shout and sing so long,
For without pralse she rather guessed

The Bxtrewoe Tribulatious of o Woman Who Had No Con-

the

Well Known Case of “I'he Womun the Lord Wouldn't L

The angel paused, the Devil twirled
His black moustache with care,
“Allem!” he said, “I rather guess R

I get ber in gomewhere.” - RTINS

The weeks flew by and months rolled on,
Before the Devil gtood’
. Sinners and imps—g motley throng—-
- Demanding that he should )

‘“Go turn that woman out ot Hell,
 We cannot stand,” they sald,
Another day in auch a row :

As she in Hell has made,

.“The fires are either all to hot,

¢ Or else not hot enough,

Angd as for coal and brimstone, sir,
i You're cheated in the stuff.

“She’s got thé women in a rage,
The men all by the ears,

By telling how old-fashioned, sir,
Our clothing all appears.

“And you have not escaped her tongue:
Your nose s much too long;

Your ears stick up, your hair i coarse,
You manage us all wrong.”

The Devil wiped his spectacles
That he might better see—

“I will be blest if this is not
Too big a hell for me,

“Of all the hells I've ever bossed,
The meanest hell {8 this.
_ I'll send her back, I swear I will, -
To realms of endless bligs.”

- ‘The citizens of Heaven and Hell
Arose with one accord, . :
They signed a paper every one. = - '
And sent it to the Lord. :

‘O please, dear Lord, you surely must
“Take pity on our woe,

And make a place in realms of space
Where nagging follks must go."” :

And now no more in flery flame.
Or on the streets of gold,

Can there be found a nagging tongue—
Or so I have been told.

only in,the ranks of Spiritualism, in.

When it had been thoroughly chilled it
" was brought to the kitchen on Illinois
street and hurrledly cooked before the
frost had released its grip on the de-
The cooked product was
sent out to the different saloons and
cheap restaurants whlch patronized

The profits of this business are sald
to have been enormous and Inspector
Murray estimates that Davidson is
worth at the present’ time at least
The damaged meat was
bought for a mere trifie and the ex-
pense of preparing and disposing of it
was kept down to the lowest possible
"As sBoon as the location and
name of: Davidson were :ascertained
‘Murray,procegded to swear out six
w.arrané;; against him under different
sectiong of th Ey-
ery, avdiliabléfcharge on which’ he

éi%he fact that the Penta-
wise. the first five hook of
is ‘not
“This. announcement.
practicaby?cotlirms what Bishop - Co-
So writes

1t is only o:'matter of time when
this whold fHbric, the warp and the
woof of divine inspiration, will go by
‘the board, and reason. will” be en-
throned. ~What a slngular bundle of
wisdom und . filsehood are compiled
and published i that book Tn Biblia,

A MG Bt I8 ‘mnf a truth is ever the g

to gain o good reputation
s to ‘éndéavor to be- what you desire to
5

The Lord could get along.”

Los Angeles, Cal.

IDA LEWIS BENTLEY.

FROM THE N. 8. A. SECRETARY.

Onset Camp, Exceptionally Prosperous
This Year, Leads in Contributions to
the N. 8. A., a Yormer Proprietor of
the Banner of Light Contributing
One Hundred Dollars. ~

To the Editor:—At the request of
Onset friends of The Progressive
Thinker——who are numerous—I sent
you from that camp recently, report of
our N. S. A. special day 'there, in
which I stated that we had recelved
one hundred and seven dollars as re-:
swlt of our work. I now have a fur-
ther pleasant report to make. In re-.
spouse to suggestion from Mrs. C. L.
Heatch I wrote a friendly personal let-
ter to my old-time friend, Mr. L. B.
Rich, once so prominently connected
with the Banner of Light, stating my
errand to Onget, and asking him for a
donation with which to swell the col-

and I recelved from him a generous re-
sponse bf kindly words and one hun-
dred dollars for the Mediums’ Fund. I
am also pleased to report ten dollars
additional from Mrs. George Mostow
of Onset. We are grateful to all our
camps for their special aid at days
they annually grant to this association;
each one is heartily appreclated by
our officers and socleties. Of course
1 take pride that Onset leads each
year, for it i8 the camp of my early
years of work and I am always. at
home In that charming spot by the
blue, glad sea.
MARY T. LONGLEY,
N S. A. Secretary.

A Wild-Eyed Project..

‘We learn an attempt ‘has recently
been made to organize in a neighbor-
ing city, what the projectors term an
Independent Spiritual Society, under
a charter from the state of Illinois, In-
stead of becoming subordinate to the
State Spiritualist. Association.

Is there not a conflict in the expres-
gton, an “Independent soclety under a
state charter?”’ Independent is de-
fined: “Not subordinate or subject to,
nor dependent upon- ahother. govern-
ment, person or thing.” How is It
possible for a society to-be independ-
ent, and yet dependent on a state gov-
ernment for existence? It wounld be a
gross misnomer to so designate such
a soclety.

A soclety can be Incorporated under
the state laws of Iilinois, but it is diffi-
cult to see what good can be gained
by such an organization. An act of
incorporation for religlous purposes
can be gained by complying with the
terms of the statutes, and paying into
the state treasury $10. Certain forms
and procedure are required which us-
ually needs the aid of a lawyer, whose
ordinary fee in such cases is §$26.
Then an annual report, with another
-fee i8.tequired, without which the
charter is forfeited.

Such incorporated soclety cannot
be recognized by the State Spiritualist
Assoclation. It would stand isolated
and alone, a foreign body, without as-
sotiates, sympathizers or assistants {n
case of calamity or distress.

an. lncorporated body, with authority
to ‘charter subordinate societles. Its
fees for such g harter is $5, one-half
the fee for an act of incorporation by
the-state, and no attorney’s fee I8
needed to perfect the procedure. A
small annual per capita tax is levied
‘on members, - which goes into a gen-
eral fund to advance the common in-
terest.

-Qld, staurch Col{ Benton well sald:
“‘Our troubles come from uneasy poli-
ticlans; our safety from the tranquil
masses.”: It 15's0-In the case under
review. “No quiet, thoughttul, work-
ing Spiritualist would dream of ‘so
.wild and impracticable a movement as
an act.of incorporation by the state,
when a better . charter, "with ‘equal
privileges, can be gained with but &
fraction of the expense from the State
Spirltualist Assoclatlon.

Mrs. Clara Warrner has moved from
Defiance to 30 Enterprise street, Bowl-
{ng Green, Ohio, where she can be ad-
‘dressed. . - -

The'only competmon Worthy a wise
man 8. with hlmselt —-Anna’ Jame-
gon, .. v
The sura\wny to mlss succesa ls to
mlsu the opportunlty.-—-ﬂhnsles.

lection of N. 8. A. day at that camp,:

" The. Spiritualist State Assoclation is:

In a pervious article in The Pro-
gressive Thinker we spoke of organ-
i 1zation on fraternal lines. 80 many
i responses have been received express-
' ing approval of the plan as briefly out-
lined, that we think the psychological
mament has arrived when the effort
can be made with a reasonable assur-
ance of success.

We believe that a large proportion
of those, who, through investigation,
become believers in apirit return, do
not find in socleties as at present or-
‘ganized, anything that appeals to them
strongly enough to induce them to be-
come members and supporters. There
are nearly as many different beliefs
taught as there are spiritual teachers.
We believe in time there will be as
many. sects as there are in the Chris-
tian church, and that finally they will
come together under one national
head.

There should be, and we believe
there I8, some way by which all hold-
ing these different beliefs can bhe
brought together and joined in one
harmonious body. The pioneer work-
ers in our glorious cause have lald
the foundation; it 18 our work to build
the structure. Let us build large
enough and broad enough that each
individual may haye room to grow ac-
cording fo his nature. If one brother
finds the spiritual food best suited to
his needs in phenomensa, why should
we object? The spiritual and mental
needs of another may be more fully
s'itlsﬂed by the study of the philoso-
phy.

As many suggestions have been re-
ceived as. to the form of ritual to be
used in the Iinitiation services, we
thought it well to give all interested
an opportunity to express their views,
that from a multitude of advisers we
may select and combine the best. Give
us the whole or any part of five
charges as follows: 1, Fraternity; 2,
Phenomena; 3, Philosophy; 4, Relig-
ion; , Charge from the spirit world.

We want the strongest fraternal
charge that can be written, and we
hope that some of the friends that be-
long to the Masons, Odd Fellows, Red
Men, Knights of Labor and other fra-
ternal socleties, will send us some
thoughts on this line inspired by the
forms and ceremonies of their respect-
ive socleties, that we may, if possible,
fmprove upon their work. Why
should we not have the best? We

A New Organization.

It Is to Be Inaugurated Along Fraternal Lines, and It
Is Claimed 1t Will Meet a Long Felt Demand in
the Ranks of Spiritualism.

have the same code of ethics and
brotherly love to draw from that they
have, and all the enlightenment that
we have gained through the study of
the spiritual philosophy, as presented
to us by wise and advanced spirits, in
addition,

We do not propose to interfere with
any of the present work or workers.
We know that many forms of organ-
ization and methods of conducting the
work have heen proposed that have
not been adopted by any soclety at
present organized, and we expect to
work among a class that is not
reached by the present methods.

We repeat, we want the best form
of fraternal work. The fraternal fac-
ulty is adhesiveness and is possessed
by the great majority of mankind.
People can be held together in a so-
clety formed on a fraternal basis bet-
ter than In any other way.

Candidates for admission to this so-
ciety should be taught the nature of
phenomena; that its faculties are spir-
ituality, individuality, form, size,
welght, etc. They should be taught
what is best to investigate and what
part of the results of their investiga-
tion it is best to use in publie. Phil-
osophy, a knowledge of phenomena as
explained by us, and resolved into
caudes and reasons, powers and laws,
should be applied. The religlous side
of the nature should not be neglected.
Religion does not necessarily mean the
worship of God. The religlous facul-
ties are veneration, benevolence, con-
sclentiousness, hope, spirituality, all
desirable qualities to be cultivated by
Spiritualists as well as others. After
a charge or form of initiation includ-
ing all these, & charge should be given
from the spirit world through some in-
spired speaker or writer to cover the
whole and conclude the initiatory ser-
vices,

Write to us, brothers and sisters,
and- send us your most helpful
thoughts on this matter, Let us take
phenomena, philosophy and religion,
bind them together by the golden band
of fraternity in its fullest and deepest
interpretation, and we can have an or-
ganization that will make the spiritual
movement the leader and peer of all
religious or fraternal organfzations.

Address all communications to

" ALEX CAIRD, M. D.
40 Loomis street, Chicago.

JUST LOOK OVER THE EIGHT
LARGE PAGES OF THE PROGRESS-
IVE THINKER, AND YOU CAN RE-
ALIZE AT A GLANCE THE VAST
AMOUNT OF INTERESTING READ-
ING MATTER THE PAPER CON-
TAINS, READING MATTER THAT
WILL INTEREST . AND INSTRUCT,
LEADING EACH ONE TO A HIGHER
PLANE OF THOUGHT,

GRESSIVE THINKER IS THE AC-
KNOWLEDGED ORGAN OF GENU-
INE MEDIUMSHIP, AND ONSET
OAMP, RECOGNIZING THAT FACT,
HAS SELECTED IT - AS ITS OFFI-
CIAL: ORGAN. LILY DALE HAS
"'ALSO DONE THE SAME THING. IT

' .Fnlso as ’to" God.

“Thus saith the Lord God-* *the
fathers shall eat the sons in the midst
of thee, and the sons: shall-eat their
fathers.”—Ezekiel 6;: 8,.10.

Ezekiel may ‘have been a- snperior
prophet, but did-he not lie outright
when he' declared God sald—we have

|not a word to say. of the other méem-

ber.of the heavenly firm, the *Lord”—

- |{athers and sons’shall practics cannl;'|

4 THE PROGRESSIVE T HINAER |

TO-DAY ON ALL SIDES THE PRO-

y
12

1
'.
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IS ALSO THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF
THE ILLINOIS STATE SPIRITUAL-
IST ASSOCIATION, AND ALSO THAT
OF MISSOURI, OVER WHICH MR.
McARTHUR ACTS AS PRESIDENT,
AND OTHER STATE ORGANIZA-
TIONS ALSO.

EVERY PROMINENT LECTURER
AND EVERY HONEST MEDIUM IS
IN FULL SYMPATHY AND ACCORD
WITH OUR WORK, AND THE PA-
PER NEVER STOOD AS HIGH A8 IT
DOES TO-DAY IN THE ESTIMATION .
OF THE RESPECTABLE ELEMENT
IN OUR RANKS, AND IT IS SURG-
ING  AHEAD—YES, SURGING
AHEAD, THE LEADER IN THE
RANKS OF SPIRITUALISTIC JOUR-
NALISM IN THE UNITED STATES.

balism and eat each other, = The
Lord, as related by Moses, was up to.
every variety of wickedness, even re-
quiring the sacrifice of elght- dny old

‘boys who chaneed to be, the first horn,
see Exodus 22:29 but God himsell was
tnot, previous to Kzekiel's time' mixed .
up with such. infornal acts. Better bo<
lieve 'Zeke lied, and -the Bible is er-

rant, thau thnt God docreed cunnibah )
sm, -
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This départinent .
pgetnent of- :

" . HUDSON TUTTLE. ,
‘Address him:at Beriin Helghts, Onlo,

NOTE—The Questions and ;\nswerzf
nave called forth such a host o{lex.‘
gpondonts, that to give all equal bear

' fng compels the answers to he ma at
! {ho . niost condensed form, and of! lfln
cledrness. I8 perhaps sacrificed to t ’5
forced brevity. Proofs have to be om
ted, and the style hecomes thereby as-
v sertive, which of all things is to be.dep
" recated. Correspondents often wear);
with waiting for the .nppeamncet lo.
their questions and write lctters 0 !1s
quiry. The supply of matter i8 always
several weekes alicad of the space given,
and hence there is unavoidable delﬂ}:i
- Bvery’ one has to walt his time nnl
- place, ‘and all are treated With equa
i tavor, ° . .
“ NOTICE.—No attention will pe glven
~anonymous letters, Tull name and ad-
dress must be given, or the letters will
not bo read. If the rgquest be made,
" the name will not be published. The
.+ correspondence of this department bas
i becomo excessively large, ef;peclauy‘lep
B ‘ters. of Inquiry requesting private 8ab-
i awers, and while 1 freely give what-
T\ ever information I am shle, the ordl
[N ArY. courtesy of correspondents is . ex:

A
‘I‘\ N
B}@ected. HUDSON TUTTLE.

David Kaplan: Q. 1. What are
we here for? 2. "What power brings
us here? 3. Where those who come
from what people call God or Nature?
4, 'Why does not that power have &
better system so all could have equal
rights and inspire us to do good qnly?

A. These questions bring forward
some of the obscure problems which
lie at'the foundation of things. Over
them the greatest minds of the past
have speculated in valn, Modern sel-
ence has cut some of the strands of

"these gorgon knots, and Spiritualism
has straightened -many of the most

tangled places. At least it has an-

- swered what we are here for—what
N life means, and what should be our
i ;. strongest and highest endeavor. Man
© {g the last term in the chain of beings
which has ‘been evolved on_ the earth,

and it would seem that all creative

“energy had been exerted for that re-

sult. Beyond the mortal man is the

yet higher term—splrit. Then, ac-
cording to the theory of evolution,
man exists in this life, because through
and by this means he comes into ex-
istence, is evolved and sustained; and
- . he llves this life that he may enter
through the portals of death another

plane of existence. .

" The other questions have been more

forcibly stated by some inquiring

mind, Why does not' God kill the

devil?” Why does not the infinitely

good eliminate all evil? If there is an

all-powerful God, why does he not
" order the universe along the lines of
“y - right and justice?

-

£ . All- these questions arise from the
. /bélief that there is an Intelligent
power outside of nature, directing and
.~ planning as a man would do. With
"o thig belief, there in ¢onstant: antagos

<~ -nism, and a succession of fog-banks.
.o come to a funll understanding of the
subject the mind must be free from

the bias of educational tradition—a

~.state scarcely possible to attain. If

" - one would see the earth as a. revolv-
../ing globe, or the solar system-in its
* beautifully balanced revolutions, he
would have to go out into space far
enough.to take in the general “view,

and let the details go out of sight. 5o,

in reaching a correct view of the na-

ture of things we must rise above
them untfl the horizon broadens and
the details are obscured. Then we
find that the power which pushes
things forward in ceaseless activity,
resides within, and struggles against
imperfect environments. The uni-
verse {8 not perfect—never was per-
fect, but is constantly attempting to
gain perfection,.and substitute har-
mony for discord. Whatever opposes
our immediate desires, or oppresses
us, we call evi], but the evil to us may
be ultimate good, or good - to -some
other form of life. We look on death
v -8 the culmination of all evil, yet
without death there could not be a
spirit ife. ’

We cannot answer why creation
was not projected after some other

plan.  All we can know i3 that It is, as
it is, and that through infinite series
of imperfections, constant approach is
made to perfection—or harmony. In-
‘stead of being all-powerful, this di-
recting energy is limited by its envir-
onments of matter."

The answer to the last question is
answerable on the same line of
thought. ‘Wrong flourishes because

4~ -t man is imperfect. He has mnot his
I rights because of his ignorance. Gen-

N eratlon after generation, he will arise
fo his own. The tiger and hyena are
dying out of himan nature, and hu-
- man qualities are taking their place.
“Equal righis” means the capability
and deservingness of their possession.
1t would be of more advantage to the
lion than the lamb, to turn them to-
gether with equal rights—the right of
the lamb to devour grass, of the lion
to devour the lamb. Absolute equality
of rights, the power *“to do good only,”
presupposes equality, moral and spirit-
ual, and the elimination of the animal
desires and selfish propensities.

The evolutionary movement is slow.
Some say in pessimistic mood, there is
no progress, rather retrogression. A
child looking at the hands on the dial
of a clock.says they stand still,

Ea

sup moves in the heavens: Slow!

Nature is never hurried. A thousand}
vears is as a day and if the end is ac-{
‘complished, time is not an item to be}

congidered.
- Let us be assured that although the
“night is dark there will come the glory
of morning; though the storm-clouds
blacken, the sun is shining above the
clouds. oo o
The brute I8 perishing out of man.
The age of pure spiritual thought is
ming. . " .
-1:The Right will triumph, and to “do
" good only” will be the cholce of every
human soul.
- Were I tortured by disease, or by
the hands of -brutal superstition; that
- it the shaking earth demolished my
home, or. the. burricane scattered my
-harvest; if pestilence robbed - me of

yet
they sweep over the hours, and the|’

| those most dear, yet would I say, these

evils will cease to be in some beautiful
day, when, we know better -how to live
this..earthly life,” and in the lght of
knowledge it will - be found that the
only happiness is from doing the right,
of being good for the greatness of the
Joy it brings. - E v,

¢ 'Jobn A, Rushfeldt:: Q. I desire
my children to learn the philosophy of
Spirftualism, Is' there hooks giving
this instruction, and where can they

‘I be obtafmed? -

" A. > No book has yet been 'p'ub;
Aished for fnstructing children in 8plr-
{ftualism.. “fhe want liag been- deeply
felt In the lyceum work.

made-as interesting to children as
fairy tales, and the fear of death: oh-
literated. from_their minds by its Re-
ligion of Joy. . .
The greatest demand for a publish-

without the necessity of first counting

ress of Spiritualism.  Every religious
nnd secular order except Spiritualism,
have endowed. funds for the publca-
tion of their literature and for propa-
ganda. work, Some of the
printing establisbments in the world
arg maintained by such endowments,
There have been many wealthy Spir-
itualists who have left their fortunes
to ungrateful heirs or secular chari-
ties, who might with an insignificant
part of their wealth established such a
publishing house.. Writers who give
their thought and time, know very
well, that however worthy their manu-
seript, unless they can furnish _the
money for itg publication, it will never
‘appedr in print.  Take as an example
the volumes of A. J. Davis—out of
print and hopelegsly awalting some
generous response. . The cost of a new
aditlon of these thirty-odd volumes is
great, and the sales, though constant
for this class of books, is slow. It is
not for individual enterprise to under-
take; but if there was a spiritual pub-
lishing house, a center of diffusion for
its literature, the advantage to the
cause and to the reading public would
be incalculable,

IMPORTANT WORK.

‘What Spirituaiism Teaches About God
and Christ—Evolution of the God-
Iden——Evolution of the Christ-Idea.
The one greatest and most conse-

quential question which has absorbed

the best intellects of all time, is the
nature of God.  Connected therewith
has been the relations of man to God,
and .the colossal scheme of theology to
save man by a mediator,

How came these ideas?

What is their meaning?

What will be their final expression?

To answer these questions is the ob-

ject of this book. The God-Idea s

firgt seen expressed {n the childish

terror of savage man at the elements,

From the beginning its unfoldment ig

traced from age to age; from race to

race. A brief hut searching study of
the ideas of God hgld by different peo-
ples runs through the -chapiers-with
the following titles: The God-ldea of
the Hindus, Egyptians, Chaldeans and

Persiang, Jews, QGreeks, Romans, Al-

exandrian School. Early Christians,

the Philosophers, the Bible, the Bor-
der Religions Chinese, Scandinavian,

Aztec; The Old Question of Design in

Nature; The Ultimate, Cosmic Mind.
The Chiist-1dea of a mediator to

stand betwéen mdn and God is almost

@g.old-as manlind.| Iis nnfoldment ig

tracedt under- the' following headings:

MHindustan, Pefsia and the West;

‘Jesus of Nazareth; The Prophecies of

the Messiah; Conception and Geneal-

ogy of Jesus; The Youth of Jesus;

John the Baptist dnd His Relation to

Jesus; Sermon on the Mount; The

Apostles Bent Forth; Death of Jesus;

Burial and Resurrection;. Devils and

Hell; The Gospels; Cause of the Ex-

tension of Christianity; Resume of

the life and Character of Jesus; The

Ultimate of the Christ-Idea.

. Publication by subscription of the
Arcapa of Spiritualism met with such
marked success, I have concluded to
issue this volume in that manner. It
will .contain“300 to 350 octavo pages;
will be well - printed and muslin
bound. The price will be $1.256; to
those who become subscribers, $1.

The price is not desired until the
book is announced as ready for de-
livery, which, it is intended, will be
early in November next. All that is
now asked is your expressed desire
for a copy, by card or letter. An
early response 1s desired, for the plac-

Ing of the work in the hands of the
printers depends on a sufficient num-
ber of subscribers to assure the under-
taking. -

1 thank those who may be interested
and encourage the publication - by
their subscriptions. '

A Few Commcndations}.

Of this work, A. E. Giles in Banner
of Light wrote: *"It contains a fund of
facts not accessible to the general
reader. If adopted as a text book in
any theological seminary, there would
be reason to believe that the graduates
would be more intelligent and less big-

ed.”
ot Judge Edmunds: “"Had the medium-
author wrote a few centurles before,
he certainly would have been burned
at the stake.”

The City Item, Boston: “In many
respects worthy of highest pralse and
shows careful and elaborate re-
gearch.”

J. S. Loveland: *
with great interest.” _

6. A. Bacon: ‘“Valuable for
present and the future.” .

“W. H. Terry, Editor Harbinger fo
Light. . Melbourne, . Australia: “Un-
like in its treatment all others.”

Epes Sargent: ‘A mine of thought,
and shows what inspiration can- pro-
duce at its best.”

Address HUDSON TUTTLE.
Berlin Helghts, Ohlo.

Ve have read it

the

MARY ANN OAREW,

Wife, Mother, Spirit-and Angel.

i By Carlyle Petersilea.

This most beautiful gtory of the ex-
periences ,of. &, . young :wife and
mother taken from jier home on earth
to her home 1n the spirit world, is toldl
in such .a realistic way, that one is
carried away with the sweet beauty
and naturalness of it. It.makes the
©other world appear very hear to us.
This book has been a great comfort to
fuany weary hearts .who- have lost
‘mother, wifs or bables: - Price, neatly

\,

bound in cloth, $1.- -

practical handbook of referencs, con-

taining definitions” of every used eleo-
trical term ox.phrase. . Price 25cts.

v s 1 o

L Ttis ;,"fuﬂyg;tnsﬁvéred - m‘Med1umsh1
. Yaws, Its Coaditions-and :Culti

,so'ﬁtTuttle; - Price - 35
~Berlin Heights-, Ohio

imship, and Its
tivation,” isy Hud-
cens. Address

The beauti-
ful teachings - of Spiritualism  can be.

ing house which would meet the wants:

the cost, has not.been met in the prog- |-

largest |.

“Handy - Electrical Dictionary.” A

him at

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER

R Ce ool Tw o
 REV. BENJAMIN FAY MILLS' MESSAGE.
It Is Full of Impressive, Sugg‘éstive~a’rﬁéff$c§u1~lnspir?
ing Thoughts, Such as Those Only Givé Wha Are.|
in Close;Toucihi‘.':‘W_ith t'he'Apge]l .

THE HAPPINESS HABIT,

A Spivituslizing Addvess Deliyered Be-
“ foré the Los Angeles  (Cal.)
- Fellowship,- ..

I might well take as° a_ text - thi
morning gome words that one-of our
lttle maids. frequently.quoteg:-. ..

than the hlue;
Sad or sunny musing . ... .
Is largely in the choosing, . . .. ‘
And just being happy is braye work
. and {rue.” o L
It is possible [as:set forth: fn Fel-
lowship] to.draw fine distinctions in
definition -between happiness, -joy,

peace, conteptment,-satisfaction, and
simjlar words; but to-day, by the word:
Happiness I mean to include them all.’

"Every person knows what it is to be
happy. ‘' I-have met some individuals
who, elther by Inheritance or‘experi-
ence, had arrived at-the-place where
they scarcely knew what it 'wag to be
miserable, but I have never seen or
heard ‘of one individual who did not
understand the meaning of happiness
by personal experisnce. .

But while this {8 true, there are few
who know the gecret of the habit of
happiness. One of man's greatest pos-

sessions Is the habit of making habits. |}

This tendency may Wwork so that the
man becomes the slave of harmful
thoughts dand deeds, . but- the ~same
principle will produce ~ inestimable
treasures of character and katistaction,
Of all the desirable habits, none is
better worth cultivating than happi-
ness. . oo
If I were asked to glve reasons for
practicing good-cheer, I would say:
1. Itis a rational ‘habit, John
Waesley used to say, !'I dare no more
fret than I dare curse and swear.”
Many of ys know - the beautiful
words of Jean Ingelow:

“Bo take Joy home, s o
And give her time to grow, and cher-

0

gy it

World. . .-

PP TIVRY AT
fa: 00,

" Thie-wrong way héré belthw -
‘| The over—archlng’sk)‘.“-f? B
' : 0

.o to¢ ..
‘He tolled, and stg}] weg glad ~ -~ .
Because the air was free;
Because he loved, and she
That claimed. his love and-he -
Bhared all the joys they had.
Because the gra_sse%vggew,
Because the sweet winds bléw,

uently. quatessr- - | Because that he could iew - -
“Just being happy is a fine thing to do,
Looking on the brlgh_‘t”’s;dle{ ;A;'ga_th,er'

And ht}}n;ner, he wds glad, -

"Because he lived, he;smjled, .

And did not look a.head

With bitterness or drgad; . = .

But nightly sought hig'bed

As calmly as a child;

4 And people. called him mdd -
For helng always glad .

With such things as he had; .

But some one says, This may be all
very good as pure  Dhilosophy,. but
how Wwe can overcoime our sadness and
be always rejolcing? " - ’

The answers are very simple:

1. -Make a busines§of it.” .~ .

-Little Dorothy ¢ame.running to her
mother one day, saying, *Oh, mamma,
I think I must be. full of glory!l. I

spoon,” o
It i8 a possible thing to do all that

we do in the spirjt of joy, so that we

can swallow sunbeams and become

t;xfll of glory from evéry experience of
8. - i '

Any valuable personal development

most anything, and certainly the prac-
Ueal secret of good nature, by devot-
ing ourselves to living in trust and
hope. -

~ 2, Aim at charactér,

Things can never satisfy the human
soul. - All things are i{ncomplete, 1m-
perfect and transient. The demands
of the spirit cannot -be satisfied with
any things, no mattep how completely
we may seem to possess them. It {s
only as we discover the Kternal and
Changeless Reality lying within and
back of all things, and glve ourselves
to unlon with this, that we can be at

ish her; . rest. :
Then will she come and oft will sing Nothing can bring you peace but
. to thee, : the triumph of Principles.”
When thou ert working in the fur-| . When we discover this, then we un-
rOWs, aye dorstand that things ‘and circum-
Or weeding, in the sacrod  hour of [B!ances are mere ~dnstruments and
" dawn. : gymnastic apparatud for the develop-

It is a comely fashion to be glad—-
Joy I8 the grace we say to God.”

2. It is a health-producing habit.
I rémember when I was a lad, I
learned a roundelay that ran like this:

*‘Laugh and grow fat,’ is a saying of
old;
Whether or not 'tis a couse of
obesity, .
This I belleve, that the physical man
Laughter demands as a kind of ne-
cessity.” o =

This statement of the old song is
proving to be good science, Some of
our modern physiologists are telling
ug that & wholesome laugh. actually

produces an increase in ,vl}g’zi)vac,t_lvkty.,
he

. We alk know * by "experience .
power of complete relaxation to rein-
vigorate the physical system. This
is the secret of sleep, where we lay
agside for a time every burden, and
abandon ourselves unconcernedly - to
the beneficent, uncomprehended Influ-
ences within us and surrounding us. A
good laugh is like what our mpthers
used to call “*a cat-nap.” It surprises
us out of our selfish concern and wor-
rying, and sometimes when we are
very tired, seems to bear the weariness
away on Invisible wings. -

3. It is a character-producing hab-
it. It is of interest that we use the
term, “good-natured,” to m¢an genial
and kindly, thus identifying the spirit
of cheer with moral worth. ‘

Nietsche well says, “Since man
came into existence, he hath had too
little joy.
is our original sin.,

‘“And when we learn how_to have
more joy, we hest get disaccustomed to
cause pain and to invent pain unto
others. .

4, It is a useful habit. .

I have heard of a drunkard who was
cured by his wife’s smiling. . -

A newspaper reporter tells the fol-
lowing inecident: A young girl boarded
one of the Broadway cars one very
rainy day. She seated herself in the
middle of the car, paid her fare, and
after a glance around at the various
expressions of worry, ill-temper and
care on the faces of those about her,
she settled herself comfortably back in
her seat and bégan to gaze smilingly
out of the window. At first only one
or two noticed her cheerful expression,
and they turned unconsciously and
followed her eves fo see what there
was outside that amused and pleased
her so much, but saw nothing but the
gray skies and the downpour of rain.
The curiosity on the part of these few,
however, attracted the attention of the
other passengers to the smilling, hap-
py girl, and they seemed to be foreed
to smile, too, out of sympathy. As the
car rolled along, the girl’s smile.per-
ceptibly broadened into'a sllenf laugh,
as thongh at some extraordinary hap-
py thought, and the pleased expression
on the faces of her. "~small audignce
deepened also. Finally the .girl ‘sig-
naled the conductor, arose and left
the car. As she waded through the

{ puddles in the street, stll smilling, the

wind overjeard her say: “Well, 1
wondered if I could cheer them up,
and Idid” -~ . Sorroos

I do not believe it is a good doc-
trine, taken literally, to say that we
should weep with those that weep. To
allow my brother’s misery to make me
unhappy is only to add to the weight
of gloom that presses upon him. What
he needs from me I8 neither a tearful
sharing in his grlef, nor a  light,
thoughtless treatment of his sorrow,
but a confident, though sympathetic
attitude, as though I perfectly under-
stood the causes of his trouble and yet
knew that after ail he was not really
harmed, and that “‘no man ever spoke
of his grief as lightly as he might.”

‘Mental gloom 18 apt to be ecatching,
and so also 1s good cheer, and one
bright look bestowed upon a friend in
time of sorrow may not only awaken
gratitude, but chase the shades-away,

“There was a man who smiled ..
Because the day was bright, - .

| Because he slept at night, = -

NEDUA 7

Because God gave him'sight. -
To gaze upon his child; .-
Because the littleone . .. .-
Could leap and laugh.and run;
Because the distant sun; - = .
Smiled on the earth, he smiled.
“He smiled becauss the sky~
‘Was high above hig head;
Because. the rose was re

\use the past was déad.’

Beca }
‘He er, w_ond_eret‘l!‘ why -

That alone, my brethren,

o ‘Waterloo,
t~on..1.l

| rents.”” MrE: Elizabath, Towne .- takes

LT

ment of the soul, and oult ambition is
no longer to obtain things, to do great
deeds, or even to (speals words of
power, but simply o 1ivé)

This 15 what we-eall okaracter, and
when we have attained Shis settled at-
titude of the mindgithent.we welcome
all varieties of things and experiences
and come to realiz thugv all things
work together Hof ! good to
them that love God: fhat'is, to those
who are absolutely tristfdl and un-
sel‘(:lsh in thelr dally lives.

‘1t is ouly by alming,af blessedness
that we can attain’papplpess.” It s
possible to so train,

nothirg can overcolme us;or even af-
Ifu-ighg.us,_buc,sq_tli%.t\',u'1 e
'g;;iqusy of “1if§ My  proy

behutiful‘and desti:aﬁ) 8 Jasults, 4
3. 'Make the begt of.. unpleasant
things. I have hedrd of a man who
said he would ‘not grumble hecause
roses ‘have thorns, but would be
thankful because thorng have YOses,

We will never learn the happiness
habit perfectly until we logse the
habit of condemnation. To just ex-
actly the extent that we criticise peo-
ple, things, conditions and ourselyes in
a hostile mauner, are we unhappy.

Emerson gives us a great prescrip-
tion for the happiness habit when he
says, -“Do not bark at the bad, but
chant the praises of the.good.”

Some of the greatest people in the
world are continually talking about
their own infirmities, ps though they
were causes for self-esteem, and they
do not seem to see that In this way
they are adding to their own misery
and maldng life unplegsant for others.

Tan Maclaren preiched a sermon on
the text, “Finally, my brethren, re-
Joice in the Lord,” tn which he took
Jocecasion to say that “the public pa-

rade of our griefs or.dlscomforts s an
inexcusable injury inflicted upon our
fellow-creatures.” He adds:

“Cover it over, I begeech you, and
speak not of it to any'man. = If the
trouble be in your home and You tell
it to @ stranger, unless he be a doctor
or a clergyman, I tell you plainly you
are a coward. Consuming your own
smoke Is a duty of life, and blackening
the blue sky for your neighbor by pub-
lic lamentations, either over your sins
or over your sorrows, is'a downright
sin. The more deadly your wouand,
conceal 4t"the more carefully with ev-
ery honorable pretense. If you have
wept in secret with teéars of blood
smile before the world and show a
good face.” He might have sald stil]
further that if we “smile before the
wotrlii and sh&w a good face,” we will
not long continug to “wee
with tears of brb’gd." Weep. fn secrot

To quote again from
treasures of a little maid:

“The Inner side of every cloud
I8 bright and shining;

And s0 I turn my clouds about

And always wear them inside out
‘To show the lining.” . )

As Fra Elbertus says, we need t
learn that night 1s ad iny;po}‘-t'a‘xit as datg
and winter as summey, , T - .

Thus~'we come td™leéarn that there
are- no conditions { Which we may
| not practically be ﬂ&d
vation of the habit qf ha,

James Hopper writed "o
Francisco earthquake fo
Magazine and ‘tells ‘the following
story: “We were jyst sleaving the
Southern Pacific H8pital when two
men came to the gate;*They were
.pulling along the st¥det 4¥heet of cor-
rugated iron upon WhichBlay an old
woman with both {88t clifrred. = We
bore in and she actually3dmiled as we
laid her upon a cot.go" 0 - O
. The Happiness Habit*¥rings cour-
age, determination; gowdr «nd victory.

A young man whd LTSk cultivated
a cheerful and conﬂvi’eri, Eepirit was
‘'one day rebuked By 4 pessimistic
wise-acre who sald fo him, “You may
feel cheerful enough now, but if.you
keep on acting In ‘this fashion, you
will one dday meet’ ¥our Waterloo.”

the . literary

g:gess.
the San
Everybody’s

.| The young man replied, *'If I can con-

tinue to.live in the spirit of confidence
and good: cheer, when' 1 _meet my
my name will be Welling-

R Y

* “How o .Traln Chiffiren. and _ Pa.

the position that in niany cases it is the

~j.parents that néed the training more

thex b6’ éhildren, a
to. 1pok to. thems wenty-five
‘could not'ba'h gpent than.in
~this -little . book. . Anyone - that

the: ¢are of children gliould:vead it

And shools'thetr leads;—and smiled.” |

‘have.swallowed o gunpeam onthe tea-

requirgs practice, and we can learn als

,pne’fihought that

1rdest. cop-
Qduee the most-

8, by the culti-,

vises parents |- -
T

IMMORTAL VISITORS.

Float in, angel friends! I have calle<
you; . ‘
I need you the most of all things!
Heaven's joys have not utterly thralled
you, . - \ '
And you know how the mortal love
clings. - '
I try to hush down my soul’s calling,
And hunt i the old days for peace,
But the far-call goes heavenward, ap-
pulling.
In frenzy, and will not surcease,

Embalmed’ {n-11¥ loye everlasting .

- jng, -
And walking, and putting to sleep.
Foraver and ever the shifting -
; Of idols, of burdens, of hopes;—
This moment I plead for uplifting
~.To . you, .of.. Heaven's evergreen
slopes, «.. -, o . oo -

I know what'you, used to be, clear]y;

Your hearts were wide open to me;
- I loyed you, and you loved me, dearly,
" Nofact could he sweeter to see,
But that'does npt wholly appeage me;
I gtarye for the facts of the Now!
. Deep longings {nsatiable sieze me;
Yolll_:]‘lh!ie'.,,—'_t;ell'_me just’ where, and
‘how!” \

Float in! - ' T'am walting to greet you,;
- 'The old: home {8 looking its hest;
The old pictures hang here to meet
you, ' s '
'Twas here you oft welcomed the
guest. - Co
The work of your once busy fingers
. Is visible yet, and will stay,
For your psychical .fmpress
lingers .
Although you were taken away.

.How happy we have been together!
Oh, let us be-happy again!
Come, bringing good cheer, and fair
weather, :
* Bxiplain me your land to my ken.
I may ask too much, but belleve me,
I would not exact, but I long
For the where, and the Row you'll re-
celve me, :
When I rise to life’s vietory song.
___EMMA ROOD TUTTLE.
Berlin Helghts, Ohlo,

still

“The Tvolution of the God and Christ
. Idecas.”

Many friénds have ingquired about
the above-mentioned book, and if the
desired number of subscribers had
been obtained. .

A generous respon::@ has heen made,
even more thgn I anticipated. The
cost of issuing the book will be much
greater than was expected, and 1
shall he grateful.to those who desire
the book, if they will at once send
their names. The number of the
first edition will depend on the num-
ber of gubseribers. Price to subscrib-
ers, §1; after publication the price
will be $1.25. Kven the latter price
is low. The concession i3 made to
subscribers because they are helpers
and partners in the publication.
Your name on a postal card is suffi-
clent, HUDSON TUTTLE.

Berlin Helghts, Oblo.

UNIQUE SPIRITUALIST MEETINGS.

They Are Held in a Tent and Are Do-
ing a Good Work.

Mr. and Mrs. C. ©O. Bethel of Win-
fleld, Kansas, assisted by Mrs. Lula
-TJones-of Sedalla, Mo., have been hold-

last ten days, in our home city of
Blackwell, Okla.,, Mrs. C. O. Bethel
glving lectures and tests, Mrs. Jones
asslsting with the tests.

The lectures were exceedingly in-
spiring, proving that the powerful
spiritual bands which accompany all
such speakers are of the educational
spheres. The attendance increased
each night until at the last )ecture the
estimated number was over five hun-
dred. Blackwell has never had the
principles of Bpiritualism so clearly
and foreibly expounded to her people
as has been done by this talented lady.

In order to help defray thelr ex-
penses, these people gave moving pic-
ture entertalnments (two in number)
which included, among other repre-
sentations, a Flower Parade, Skeleton
‘Dance, Vesuvius in Actlon, the Shad-
ow of the Cross, and scenes of the San
Francisco disaster.

The Bethels are the first who have
traveleéd through this part of the
country holding Spiritualist meetings
‘in a tent. They go.. from place to
place, assisting local societies and un-
organized Spiritualists - in spreading
abroad the grand knowledge that our
spirit friends still live and are striv-
ing to let us know that-they are with
us and are helping us in our earth life.

May the good work continue.

. MRS. J. D. COOK.

THEIR METHODS DETECTED.,

Legerdemain  Again  Brought Into
Requisition at a Seance.

Chattancoga, Tenn.—Two alleged
Spiritualists -have been put to grief
here, . .

. Raymond Harkins, who has oper-
.ated in Atlanta, Knoxyille, Nashville
and all over the country, it is said, was
the Spiritualistic medium in an al-
leged seance hers and John Curl was
his confederate. The seance was be-
ing held in a dark room with several
gpectators seated about. Voices of all
sorts from the dark depths, trumpets
or megaphones flew thick and fast
about the room as if stirred by a
spirit hand; breaths from’ the land of
paradise fanned the cheeks of the vis-
itors—all went solemnly. on:in which
“Dr. Baker” lectured, a little infant
.supposedly. talked to’ Chief Medium
Harkins, Profegsor Graves appeared
purporting to be.d friend of the Little-
ton family of Winchester, and the aw-
fulness of the suspense which per-
vaded that room cannot be deseribed,
according to the statements made by
a trio including a reporter. But the
geance came to a sudden end, Chief
Medium Harking went down in a Wa-
_terloo of defeat and Curl, his “under-
study,” fell broken-hearted at the
feet of the thrée when they flashed two

‘Harkins was
scen to be talking through a mega-
phone and Curl was turning a grand
.organ in one corner of the room.
The Spiritualistic -couple had been
in the habit of charging each visitor
50 cents for each and-every “sitting,”
almost every night for weeks until the
thing became so palpable a foke that
a determination was reached to Inves-

(Ga.) Georglan. ;-

- “Meaiumship- and ' Its Development,
and How to Mesmerize o Assist Devel-
opment.” By W. H.. Bach., Especially
useful to learners who .seek to know
L and utilize the Jaws of mediumship ‘and

25 cents, “Big- Bible -Btories,” cloth,
50 cents... ...

“An Infamous

s Dynamite Roman Cath-
olic Conspiracy Detected and Exposed.”
“Romanism Exposed.””” Two pamphlets

Price, 10-cents -each, or

Are sheaves of 0ld treasures I keep,
.An@ Time-goes .o.n---k‘nnng, and -blast-,

g meétifigs I a large tent for the

big calcium lights into the very faces.
.} of Harkins and - Curl.

MW i s

tigate the whole ..matter.'——Atlanta'.'.

development; and,avold. errors, . Price,. A

b R;v.;J.;; Q. White, suthor of “Start- |

OF

 SPIRITUALISTIG LITERATURE.

BOOKS FOR ALL SPIR

'
1

Science and the Future Life,
paid, $1.60, - .
Science of Spirit Return. By-one of the scientific minds
gressive Thinker ‘corpy.of.contributors,
By Charles Dawbain.” “Price 10 cents, ) ) S
Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses. Translated from the ancient Ho:
brew. Price, $1. R :
* Social Uphbuilding, including -Co-operative Systems and th
ness and-Ennobling of Humanity,' By E. D Babbitt, M, D.
_paper, 15 cents, - : -
Some Glimpses of Occunltism Ancient and IModern. A seri
tures by C. W. Leadbeater. Price, $1.50,
Spirit Echoes. Poems and Short sketches, By Mrs. Mattie
An attractive little volume, neatly. bound in cloth, Price 75 cents,

nt) of Tho Prsi,
Rich 'with profound thqug{x?;?

e Happi«
- Price;

Spiritism, Murs. Piper’s and Dr. Thomsoh J. Hudson’s theories in re.. '

gard to it. By Ex-Judge Abiam H. Dailey, ex-president of the Medieow
Legal Society of New York, Price 25 cents.

Standing up for Jesus, or what the editor of the Freethinker’s Maga.
zine thinks of him on general principles. Profound, biblical, sarcastie,
Price 4 cents; 25 copies for 50 cents, ,

Spiritual Harp, A collection of vocal music for the choir, congrega.
tion and social cipeles. By J. M, Peebles and J, Q. Barrett
Bailey, musieal editor. Price $1.20, Postage 14 cents,

Spiritual Songster, A collection of thirty-cight inspirational songs’
adapted to popular musie, for the use of congregations, circles and fam,
ilies. ~ By Mattie E. Hull. Price 10 cents, ,

Startling Facts or Deeds of Darlmess Disclosed, Relative to Auriculap
Confession, and Its Relations to Sacerdotal Celibacy, Convents, Monas.
teries, Morality, and Civil and Religious Liberty. By Rev. J. G. White,

| Price, 75 cents.

Studies in the Outlying Fields of Psychic Science. How to investi-
gate, form circles and develop mediumship. A test of genuine medium.
ship. By Iludson Tuttle. Price, cloth, 75 cents.

Success, and How to Win It. A lecture and course of twenty-four
suceess lessons by Dr. B, F. Austin, B. A., D. D. Price 25 cents.

Superstition in All Ages, or ‘‘Le Bons 8ens.’”’ Testimony of a Cath.
olic priest who abjured the Christian religion and asked God'’s pardon
for having taught it. Price, cloth, $1; postage 14 cents,

Talleyrand’s Letter to the Pope. 'This work will be found especially
interesting to all who would desire to make a study of Romanism and
the Bible. Price 25 cents. '

Teachings of Jesus, Not Adapted to Modern Civilization. With the’
true character of Mary Magdalene. A book full of truth. By George
W, Brown, M. D. Price 15 cents. el Lo

Ten Commandments Analyzed. By W. I{. Bach. DPrice, 25 cents.

The Arcana of Spiritualism. A Manual of Spiritual Seienes and
Philosophy. A splendid work by the seer and-philososplier; Hudson
Tuttle. Price, $1.25. Sl ER T e R

The A, B, Z, of Our Own Nutrition. An excellent work and guide ta
perfect health. By Horace Fletcher.  Price, $1. TS

The Aristocracy of Health, A Study of Physical Culture, and Our
Favorite Poisons. A masterly work on the subject, by the - gifted
writer, Mrs, Mary Foote Henderson. = Price; $1.50. cIwE

The Bible. New and Revised Edition. - By John  Repysurg.
Price $1.25. \ LT T

The Candle From Under the Bushel, or Thirteen ITundred mad- Six

ITUALISTS 10 PERUSE.

By Prof James 1. Hy'slop; I;'i"ice_, p;)‘sf;;-,

iy B

*
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es of lecs

Questions to the Clergy. Nuts thav are hard for them to crack. An in-

teresting book. By Wm. Heart. Price 40 cents. .
The Constitution of Man. By Llizabeth Towne.
The Crisis. Oy ‘Thomas Paine. lrice, 38 ceutd, L
The Demonism of the Ages. - Spirit-Obsessions so Common:.in Spirit.

ism, Oriental and Occidental Oceunltism. By Dr. J. M. Peebled. - Cloth

bound. | Price $1; postage, 19 cents. ' '

The Development of Spirit—After Transition.
ions, and their influence upon the mental development of the human
race. By the late M. Faraday. Price 10 cents. , B

The Divine Pedigree of Man, or the Testimony of Evolution and Psy-
chology to the Fatherhood of God. © By Dr. Thomson: J: Hudson,
Price $1.50. . S

The Dream Child. Reads like &n inspiration.
the laws of effihity, love and the attendant pain and sorrow invariably
experienced therewith. By Florenee Huntley.

The Fairy Land of Science.
hearts of the young people.
B. Buckley. Price 50. . , BT

The Greatest Thing Ever Known. A dainty, helpful book. - By Ralph
Waldo Trine. Price 35 cents. s o s

The Great Psychological Crime, which claims that subjective medium-
ship is injurious, is edited by Florence Huntley, author of *‘The Dream
Child”’ and “Harmonies of Evolution.”” Price $2." 7%

The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. Iourth edition. "32 pages.
¢ An effort to purify our ‘Idea of God' that it may be greater, sublimer,
and more awe-inspiring to futurc generations than it has ever been

Price 50:‘c'e"nts.'

This beautiful book fills.a niche in the
Lyceum library literature. - By Arabella

yet.”’—Literary World, London. Paper cover, 15 cents..-. . .~

The Kingship of Self-Control. Full of most helpful ideas, and bound
in white covers with pretty floral design. By William George Jordan,
Price 30 cents. il

The Life of Jesus. By Ernest Renan.
French. Price, cloth, gilt top, 75 cents. :

The Life Radiant. For cvery one in every
Whiting. Cloth binding. Priee, $1. S

The Living Decalogue. Irom Sinai to Zion. By ‘W.. ‘J." Colville,
Price 50 cents. o T

The Majesty of Calmness. By William George Jordan. - Price 30 cts.

The Molecular Hypothesis of Nature. Demonstrates the continuity
of life and our environment of spiritual influences. - Free from all theo-
ries of superstition. By Prof. W. M. Lockwood. Price 25 cents.

The Lover's World. A Wheel of Life.” Treating on the subjects of
love, marriage and parenthood. By Dr. Alice B. Stockham. ‘‘The
Lover’s World, garnered sheaves from the wisdom of books and life’s
experiences, is now returned to the heart of humanity.’””  Price, silk

$2.25. : ~ : :
dt‘?l};é ql;V[ystic Thesaurus. By W. F. Whitehead. TLeatherectte, Price, $1.

The New Life. By Leroy Berrier. Price 50 cents. -

The Priest, the Woman and the Confessional. This is a most valuable
book. It comes from an e¢x-priest, whose character is above reproach,
By Father Chiniquy. Price $1. .

The Prophets of Israel. Popular sketches from Old Testament His-
tory, than whieh no braneh of science, in the 1a§t generation, has‘under.
goﬁe a more profound revolution. By Carl Heinrieh Cornell. Price 25¢.

The Other Side of Death. Scicntifieally examined and carefully de-
seribed by C. W. Leadbeater. Price, $1.50. _

The Relations of Science to the Phenomena of Life. Ideas of life sei-
entifically expressed “in contradi§tilwct.ion from the old theories. By
Spirit Professor M. Faraday. Price 10 cents. _

""The Relation Science Holds to-Natural Philosophy. By Prof. W. M.

Lockwood. Price 15 cents. . . o :

svchic History of the Cliff Dwellers, Their Qrigin and Destruc.

t;io'i}.le ll;nymma F. gy Bullene. Nicely bound in cloth. Price, $1.50

" Thi ance of Jude. A story of the time of Christ, given througk
th&?l'.llfeld:'i%ship of Mrs. Longley. Cloth bound. Price, 50 cents.

| A New 5 Book |

. By the Author of

Transl aied ‘_frdlﬁ‘,‘th'e; Qriginal

Walk’bfiliife} : By Lilian

“THE, STRANGE STORY OF ARRINZMAN

The Persian ITystic Emperor.

A \jreird,.‘ j:o;verfullyiftol(lf ‘dramatie s't§ry of ‘_thg.vearth» llfe _
Fxperiences in the Spirit. World. of the *‘Guide, -Ahriziman.” Few bookt

The origin’ of relige

Treating clearly upon

Price, cloth, .75 cents. -

and subsequeni .

are more caleulated fo. bold the .reader's Interest from. the first-page- to th

- st,-and much.that is original-ané: Dew will be' found in' the accounts givex -

Irinziman's Studies in the Domain of Magic and:its relation to obsessions
' irplexing “problems of ‘spiritual intercourse, . Price, cloth §
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