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7 distinctive periods in the nigpt calling to him. - That voice was not ing
-+ trumpet. Now there is-a point I want to call your attention to closely.
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This is the season of good cheer, and possibly that is why so few-are
fiere. There are a great many, men partieularly, who take the liberty
at this season of the year to celebrpte Christmas festivities by comming-
Ying with spirit that we do 1ot commingle with, ;

We ought to weigh well all our words lest they wound some over-sen-
sitive soul, ‘and I always féel like'snying on any such occasion as this,
lest some one differ from me in opinion or take exception to what may
fall from my lips, that it is almost impossible, under the inspiration of
the moment, to keep close guard. Words, the wings of thought, are
hard to keep captive; they will escape us sometimes, on pinions free, but
I wish to say I am not an iconoclast. I would not destroy an idol, or
deny an ideal, . I never.expect my hearers to wholly agree with me. 1
do respect every mind and its privilege of exercising thought with rela-
tion 1o any utterance of mine on any, question that may engage its at-
attention, ' T . ‘ )

There are some reasons why we frequently apparently do not agree,
when really there is no difference of opinion or disagreement between
us in the least particular, because we are o apt to misunderstand or

" migconstrue, It is very diffieult to make ie of language in an im-
promptu talls, that will eonvey to your minds always the meaning that is
intended, and there are so many words that have synonyms that are 8o

." similar in meaning that youmay get a very different sense from the idea

souglt to be conveyed by the speaker, . .
The word ‘‘education’’ is understood by the world to mean intelli-

gence, and it does not mean intelligence at all, ¥ think. There are so

many educated people who are not intelligent, and there are a great

many intelligent people who are not educated. S ‘

" 1 have looked down into the smiling face of a babe’in its mother's

“\ arms, hefore it had learned to lisp lovingly one single syllable, yet there
-'—'r} N

. was manifest in the expression of that eye and face immensurable intel-
ligence. - It had not learned anything in the world, and we look upon
that which we eall education as being the only means by which we might
recognize intelligence to be existing in the mind of mortal man. You
may lead-a horse to the water, but you cannot make him drink; and
you may pull a man through college, and you cannot make him think.
There are thousands of educated minds to-day in our land, and in all
other civilized lands, that are an absolute blank, if you regard them
from the point and measure of intelligence.

The text books may teach. We learn a little by rote in the school,
and education is gotten there measurably, yet the most of education is
gathered not in the school but on the street. There are men in the
world to-day able to carry on the affairs of life and think on subjects
profound and sublime, who HAVE NEVER BEEN IN THE SCHOOLS.

, The Soul Mind.

Education belongs, as I understand it, to the physical organism of
man. It is that embellishment taken on by the brain-mind. I look
upon man as dual, not only in personality, not only in physical being,
but in mind. The brain mind or power is that part of man that thinks
along the lines of life that control man’s being physically. But scien-
tists are satisfied to-day, from an analysis of investigation and reason-
ing, that man is also possessed of a faculty of mind independent of the
brain mind and physical organism—the soul mind, the seat of con-
seience, possessing the higher, nobler attributes, emanating from the di-
vine source, the man made in the image of God, and thereby endowed
with godlike qualities.

The Astral Body and Soul Mind.

The Theosophical school of thought has possibly gone farther in its
inquiries investigating that personality than any other class of thinkers
in the world. Theosophists recognize and define an independept phys-
ical organism which they term the ‘‘astral body,’” and the higher mind
or ‘‘soil mind’’ of man which is the intelligent mind, receiving its
Imowledge and its intelligence through laws of intuition instead of
through rules of the schools that we term education, and all the attri-
butes that are termed by many divine' belong fo that astral organism
which is an organism of more refined particles of matter or substance
than the physical body that our senses take cognizanee of, and that

, * higher mind to which belong those attributes that are the most enno-
- bling in the natire of man anhd sometimes dominate men in their con-

duét, in their dctions, in their business and social intercourse, while at
other times those powers are subservient to the dominent influence of
the physical organism, and in that instance we have prevalent in the
character and organism those animal propensities that make men more
debased than brutes.

I1.do not accept the idea. of the soul’s depravity. There cannot be
such a condition as the depravity of soul born of the divine, but the
sworld must acknowledge the fact that there is everywhere, among all
peoples in all lands a deplorable state of depravity of the animal man,
and to that character belong the animal or coarser propensities of man’s
nature: avarice, envy, hatred, lust, all of those degrading things, while
to the other mind in the same organism belong those higher divine at-
tributes particularly of love, gentiencss, tenderness, kindness, generos-
ity and all of those things that go to make up the spiritual men as a
higher being than is the physical man in the same organism. -

I regard man not only as a dual physical and mental being, praec-
tically dual in personality and in character, but dual in respect to source
of origin, being of both divine and human parentage, getting from the
human source through-long lines of Iimeage and the laws of herdity all
those traits and qualities partaking of the disposition to manifest what
is termed by some demon obsession. These are inherent and not extra-
neous influences.

Remarkable Spirit Power,

It has been stated to us upon the authority of that which is taken by
most people as an inspired authority, that man hath no pre-eminence
over the beast; as the beast dieth so dieth man; and it is true so faras it
applies to his physical organism, but the soul of man does not die. The
whole world is familiar with the facts as they are presented in every in-
stance in the dissolution of the material organism of the body of man
when it is taken to the grave. : .

Here is an instance that has recently been given to the world by Right
Rev. Samuel Fallows of Chicago, Illinois, a bishop of the Episcopal
Church, of a lady who sickened and died, who was so closely affinitized
to her husband as that there were between them ties more than the or-
dinary between mortals. He nursed her and gave her every attention
and care, lovingly ministering to her last sad sick moments, Almost be-
reft of reason at her demise, when finally death came to her and the doe-
tor pronounced the dissolution of the body from the soul, and prepara-
{ion was made for the funeral, he kept her body for three days. Some
of his relatives, fearing that the man’s mind- would be in & suffering
condition of melancholy, one cousin went to spend the night with him
.—the night after the day of the funeral.

On the morning of the fourth day after her death one of the most re-
markable phenomena in relation to death, which is well substantiated,
took place. In the night the husband heard her voice calling to him in
despair for help and it roused him. He was fully awakened, but he was
a materialist, not a Spiritualist—a hard-headed materialist who did not
believe in these teachings, and neither did his cousiu, anotber well-
equipped man mentally, and he thought it was a dream and dropped off
again to sleep. Later in the night he was again awakened by this ap-
peal from his wife for help to be saved, ealling him by name. "He did
not recognize her voice and he dropped to sleep again thinking it was a
mere illusion er hallucination of the mind, and not until broad day in

. the morning was he awakened again and then he heard the voice of his
wife appealingly beseeching him to come and save her. ‘

He jumped out of bed almost in a frenzy of fright, trembling, and

called to his cousin saying ‘‘Get up, get up, we must go; she is alive in]

1y

her grave ealling me.”’ In great haste they put on their cloihes, one
got spades, the dther hitched a horse fo the buggy and went on a gallop
to the cemetery where they arrived just at the rising of the sun. They
threw the dirt out of the grave and uncovered the casket, wrenched off

_the cover and the body moved. The husband sereamed and grasped her |

haste to a doctor, and the woman is living to-day..
‘What Did That Man Hear? =

" Now the point I want to make in citing that instance is tlris:"Whét did
_that man hear?, Hesays he heard his wife’s voicei-he heard it at three

~-in his arms, claimbered out of the grave, ran to the buggy and went in

That voice did not come from any materialized body—her material body

" - was lying inanimate in- death in the grave, while the voice was in his

room. Her body was there ,-her spirit was in his room and it was not
pecessary to have voeal organs or the aid of an instrument in comunicat:

. ing intelligenco and giving the call and alarm to him that she still lived

and wanted to come up out of that grave and back i hiisSome and
heart, ‘ . PR C TR 1Y o
It is evidence indisputable. Nothing can be betterahthentibated. It
18 vouched for by one of the ablest and best men in this*eoubry and in
others. The very profoundly philosophical professorsoand-alavering
pulpiteers explain it in an off-hand way by saying it wasitelepathy.

o ; Well, What Is Telepathy - O

They go on

municating of one mind with-another. Some of them puf it in*that way,
and some of them—Mr. Hudson and others—say that it is the mind of
the spirit and not the mind of the brain that is communieating with the
mind of the spirit in the other individual, Oh, it is snehiin easy matter
to explain these things, but the explanation is 8o much harder to under-
stand than the fact itself in the first place. S e

* . Thot Wonderful Translation,

ox

the Psychic Research Society, when Mrs, Piper in New Yok City and
‘another medium and another scientist in the ity of Liondon; three thou-
send miles away, communicated- thought; 4 sentence was framed while-
sitting in a room in New York and reccived in London thé seme second
of timé. “‘Telepathy,” the scientists say. Well, now, here’s the point.’
‘That little sentence was framed for the specific purpose of a scientific
test and given to Mra, Piper in English, but it was not *kecived in Lon-
don in the English language a8 communicated to Mrs. Piper, but re-
ceived by that medinm in London and neither of the mediums knows
Latin. ‘What has become of the telepathy? Will telepathy translate or
convert an English sentenfe into & Latin sentence in a second’s time,
and bé received three thousand miles distant from the place where the
communication was sent from the physical brain of Prof. Hyslop and re-
ceived by the physical brain of the medium in London{ Why, that is
nonsense instead of seience, C ,

And, O seience! canst thou in thy inscrutable and ineomprehensible
wisdom tell us at which terminal was the translation made, or was it a
somersault in transit? Sy

Wonderful Spirit Visitation,

Ono of the most recent cases as well as one of the most impressive is
well vouched for by authorities who are interested and investigating
along these lines of phenomena, in the instance of Muys. -Nelson of
Charlestown, Mass. On the fourth' of last September, Mrs. Nelson's
daughter Grace and a Miss May Tripp went to a dancing party. At
two o’clock in the night Mrs. Nelson was awakened by the arrival and
entranee of her danghter and friend. They came into the room and
stood on a rug in the room adjoining her bedroom, in full view of her,
greeting her pleasantly by “Mamma’’ or *‘Mother, we have come back.
Oh, we had 50 much fun, you ought to have heard May sing.”” They ex-
changed salutations of greeting and good-night. Thé mother was
sleepy and dropped off to sleep again and the girls weht, as she sup-
posed, upstairs to.Grace’s room. She had searcely fallén asleep when
she was aroused again by the telephone bell ringing. The lamp had
been lit, and set-on the stand, but it was out and only a moment’s time
had elapsed. She got up, groped along the wall to the telephone, took
the reeeiver and received the awful message that her dayghter had been
seriously hurt in an accident on an electrie ear, but gavg her no further
particulars. She hurriedly made her preparations amd went to the
seene of the wreck, a considerable distance away. An €lectrié car had
overturned and her daughter lny a mangled, bleeding Ynass finder the
car. The friend was in an unconseions state from a,fracture of the
skull but was not yet dead and did not-die until the next day. She is
positive the girls came into the bedroom and addre¥ed her. She
saw them just as they had gone away from home, hear itheii,""voices as
they laughed and talked and put out the light and went;away from her
room. Was that telepathy? Now I would like to havewany ifistance of
of & test of spirit voice and materinlization of form that 38 more convine-
ing than that, if it can be substantiated, The witnesseg are gl living,
and it is mystifying the minds of scientific men and thipkers and inves-
tigators everywhere. _ oo

Now I mention these things;-callitg your attention-té:them:: Doubt-
less many of you have read them, because I want to malké the point that
it is not necessary to have conditions as we think it is, as we have been
taught that it is, and mediums and paraphernalia and so forth as it is
said some of them do have in order to get manifestatrons. * Mrs, Nelson
is not a Spiritualist; she is a Methodist. Spiritualists have not any
patent on- this philosophy or phenomena; it belongs to the human race.
There is a great credit to those who are bold enough to recognize a
truth in the semblance of whatsoever guise, and come out eourageously
to the world and say,‘ We have the evidence, we understand it, and we
don’t care anything about prejudices and all of those conditions that go
to reflect disrepute upon it.”’ You need not say that we are cranky
and crazy and so forth, and I would not have my faith shaken one par-
ticle in the truth and philosophy and phenomena of Spiritualistic
knowledge were all the mediums in the world to be branded with the
condemnation of fraud. It would not affect the truth one iota.

There are some facts that yqu cannot escape. You may not be able to
aceept them, from the evidence that is presented to your mind; things
do not always come just as pleasantly as we would likk. T don’t make
any attempt to say a thing to please you—I don't care whether youn are
pleased or not! I say it just as I feel it, and I invite your eriticism,
but let us-go along ecalmnly, and courageously look into these questions
and not take offense or affront because we and our partieular friend do
not wholly agree or do not receive the recognition or association that®
we think is due them. There are those higher qualities in you that
should be of more concern to you than those little, selfish, bickering feel-
ings that are o manifest among human kind.

- Change of Opinion.

I do not believe it is possible to take the view of some of these ques-
tions that some of my friends do, and it is possible that T may. I have
changed my opinions a number of times in relation to a great many
things, and therein I feel flattered that I am growing, I believe in the
law of progression. I thought, 35 years ago, that all of these phenom-
ena were fake, and all of this philosophy was foolishness. I was imbib-
ing the utterances of materialistic feachers and reading everything
along that line and science. I had made up my mind that as the beast
.dieth man dieth, and that death was annihilation. I looked at it only
from the material side, from the materialistic view, but I kept on look-
ing atit. I wasnot afraid of it. I have never turned aropynd and gone
the other way because truth did not have on just the garb I thought it
should appear to me in. I do nof care when or where truth comes to me
or where it comes from; Truth, you are welcome. I have not any bias.
I believe in growth. I believe in life. I believe it to be my duty 4nd
yours to look into tliese very guestions, for if there are:any questions

many of the world are giving the matter any thonght? |
The Brain Mind, o,

Almost anybody will take offense if you intimate ‘that they don’t
think. But it is the brain mind that is doing the thinkifig‘of most men
and women. Frivolities, fashions and fictions—excusé,my ¢pinion of
you, ladies, “‘present company always excepted,’’ I believe 15 the way
they put it,—but there are many of the ladies of the world of our day
and time—perhaps ninety-nine in a hundred in the ety of Whshington !
—whose whole mind is occupied with frivolity, fashion 3pd fiefjon, and
never giving a thought to thiese questions, They aretexercising only
those faculties of the physical brain, They are living ‘entipfly in the
animal, and are not cultivating the soul. The intelligetice thiy receive
is of a character that bears a close relationship to those i
stand to be physical, commercial, material. uid L :

The world is greedy and grasping, but gold will nevér get‘l ace, and
all the pearls of the potentates will never purchase pedpe, and you can
never have the glittering jewels of joy with that sort of existrnce. You

ings ave under-

and satisfaction and all that sort of thing, but the soon¢t' you learn that
you cannot have Jesus in your head and Judas-in your liver and expect
to get joy in your heart, the better it will be foryou. .~ - -

tions which are engrossing his mind—his brain mind-—are business; poli-
ics; sporting, speculating, drinking and doing these things generally a:
hundred: fold worse than womankind,-and he has gone through the.
schools and come oue eguipped to make.a success of life as men are
measured with money value, - N BRI
To that illustrious, grand and good
‘the saying; expressive of the idea, that ““ Edneation dims distionds and"
polishes pebbles.”” But the light of the Soul will shine.in:lustre in the:

. P . : : oA
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» | things of man. which we term success have withered away. and pone
1 down to dust, and thoese men and women who to-day apparently - have

and tell us in their learned way that telepatliy 18 the com-

In the instance of Prof. Hyslop in cohdu’cting the. experizgientaﬁon of |

ok’ A

face and throtigh the eyes of inteiliéaélce when, all “of those wg,t‘oggg;

-most, and have the most beecause of their indefatigable pursuit ¢f those

* { things which gratify the coarse, sordid gense of gross man and of the

-animal man,-are the souls that will have the least when they get into

| those realms where intelligence, culture and refining influences go to

perfect charaeter. - There is unquestionably a change at the. period of

digdolution, but that change is effected by the separation, We might ]
think that as the man lived and died, as most of our writers and speak-

ers teach, his eontinuity of life would be merely a continuance of the

same traits ahd qualities that went to make up his character here. So

they will, so-far-as his coarser nature is concerned—so far s he is con- |
cerned s & physical organism. Buf all of those conditions that go to de-

base man as a creature will be left when that time of dissolution comes,

The spirit then is freed from the ineuinbrance, and all of those condi-
tions will be left with the body in'this plane of existence. ~They belong

to the body; the body acquired them. Man’s base appetites and his in-

ordinate indulgence, the gratifieation of his animal passions, the follow-

ing of his animnal instinets are all coarse features; they belong wholly to

his physical being ; he aequired them here, and here they remain,

As an illustration, almost everybody is familiar with the saying that
Stephenson-gave the world in his book ““ Jekyl and Hyde,'’ that there is
a dual character in every being; that sometimes the grossér nature
seems to dominate and you are all animal with animal propensities, pas-
sions and appetites; at other times the spiritual or soul being is domi-
nant over the flesh and then you are spiritual, then you are filled with
love, then there is tenderness, and gentleness and sympathy which are
traits of the soul which belong to you and go with you into eternity,
which you receive from the Infinite Good. But these things which na-
ture gave to you through those diabolic demonistic ideas or dreams as
man, will stay here with man. You will lay them aside, you cannot
take them alohg any more than you can take along your wealth and
your temples. You won't have any use for your check book over there.

The Demon of the Demijohn.

The demon disposition that is doing more to destroy men and peace
and purity and love in this world is the demon in the demijohn, and
man doesn’t seem to fear him, The demon drink is responsible for al-
most all of the iniquitous econditions of mankind. But thank grace that
the demon drink has left you when your soul leaves the body and the
desire, which is of the flesh, ig buried with the flesh in the grave and
erumbles into dust, coming up to beautify the world with its blossoms,

that should coneern the mind of man these are the questions. Yet how |-

may have many things around you of the material thatt bring comfort |

1 wish-to place man alongside of his sister and say that those ques- |

man; Robert Gl:héérépi‘l; jbelldngs*

por.

{ices as a man of the flesh.

"Tis no matter where, if clear and fair -~
Or_ foul as it can be, PO

"Pis water still in rippling rill
Or in the surging sea.

There are processes all through nature that we fail to fully compre-
1hend. Water is no less water because it is muddy or because it is va-
It may be distilled and the microbes desfyroyed —

If dashing down the mountain side
‘Where the fishes play,

Or'in the sparkling fountains hide
Beneath the silvern spray,

Adown the hills irf rippling rills
Out to the deep blue sea,
In meadows wide beyond the tide
- 'Where grow the grasses free,

And man’s soul is soul, no matter what the conditions of the environ-
ment that have surrounded him, fortunately or-unfortunately he is as
he has come from God or the law of Infinite Good through the:processes
of evolution, pure until he contaminates his being.by lis debasing prac-

May we see all things aright - .-
And knowing, understand.: it
Oh, fill our souls with love and light -
And truth; sublime and grand. ‘

IDOLATRY.

In What Does it Oonsist?—The Ques-
tion Logicully Answered,

The tendency of the human soul, es-
pecially when it first begins to unfold
the spiritual life; is to externalize the
unknowable, unexplainable forces of
the spiritual world, of which it only
catches a faint glimmer. Without
doubt it is the only method by which
it can come into conscious communion
with the spiritual forces of life. There
must be some way by which it can re-
alize the fact that there are forces in
the universe superior to the physical
manifestations which it sees in opera-
tion in the external world. It wanis
to, and must rezlize that there are om+
nipotent and omnipresent powers to
which it must give due homage. )

Iolatry does not consist in Lthe mere
fact of bowing down to images of wood
or stone, but it is in prostituting the
forces of life, using them for its de-
basement instead of for the develop-
ment of the higher powers of the soul.
It is the use that we make of the pow-
ers of our being that places us in the
ranks of those who worship at the
shrine of the true and living, or with
thoge who are rightly called idol wor-
shipers, bowing down to the dead ex-
ternalities.

The material wealth of the world in
fts proper place as the servant and
auxiliary of the spiritual powers of
life, is § beneficial thing. It is then
used as a meansg of advancing civiliza-
tion, but when it hecomes the Lord
and Master, making everything else
subservient to its unjust demands,then
the tendency of its influence is to ret-
b rogression; causing human life to wor-
ship that which is beneath them.
That Is idolatry. The tendency of
human life, if not incessantiy urged by
the forces that are above to use the
external physical elements, making
them the servant, but as they are de-
veloped and become ‘stronger, concede
to them the mastery, and the should-
be dominant forces become the serv-
ant.

The mission of the iconoclasi'or idol
smasher has not ended. Life will have
to advance to higher planes of being
than at present occupied before thers
will be no urgent and necessary call
for the wielding of their mighty ham-
mer in the defence of spiritual law
and liberty.

more advanced nations of the world,
as well as among the less developed.
Though not of the same type, they are
more subtle and powerful In their in-
fluence i{n shaping national life and
destiny and theidol smasher is still
needed. The proof of the truth of
our assertion is in the struggle that
our republic is entering upon in its ef-
forts to miake those mighty combina-
tions of eapital realize that the laws
are for them to obey as well as for
the non-capitalistic class. Instead of
being servants of the people they are
assuming the tight to become their
masters, They have become great
idols which many In their ignorance
fall down and worship, and the most
servile worshipers are among our leg-
islators, and who do as was ‘done in
ancient times, cry out, “Baal is a great
God; let us worship him.”

The faculty in the human soul that
desires something to do homage to is
a legitimate one, based upon the needs
-of human life. Idolatry coansists in
worshiping that which is inferlor.
When it worships the superior life it
grasps with a firm and unylelding hold
that:power which helps its.. advance-
ment "to higher 'planeés. of being.
Washington, - Linecoln, -and. the host-of
other patriotic souls sought to.make
our-country a place where thé way-
farér could find a home and the .op-
‘pressed find liberty.. To the principles

-with: a {eeling of . deep. : respect .. and
veneration. . Buch feelings ‘are .'not

There are national idols among the

.that actuste their liveg-we. do homage

", 1dolatrous because they represent the

uplifting spiritual forces. If the com-
ing generations can have their lives
dominated by those principles, then
our republic is safe, established on a
sure fgundation; but if they give
homage to these selfish and corrupting
elements ‘which are causing anxious
thoughts in the minds of those who
love their countr¥, and which will, if
notBubjected to the law, overthrow
our republic. If we are so weak that
we allow such elements to control the
rising generations, then we have be-
come a nation of idol worshipers, but
that will not be, for the truth will pre-
vail and the idolatry of the age will
be superseded by the higher principles
of life.

‘What is proper and right for human
beings on one plane of development,
to those on a higher one would be
wrong, {dolatrous in the fullest sense
of the word. No one can truthfully
deny the fact that Martin Luther and
his co-workers {n the Protestant refor-
mation of the sixteenth century per-
formed a work which was necessary
to be dore. They did not advance to
the plane of thought that our modern
life has taken on religious questions,
but they obeyed the light as far as
their revelation extended, paving the
way for more advanced thought by
smashing some of the idols set up by
the Roman Catholic church, and caus-
ing thousands who were bowing down
to them to accept something better.

The plane of thought on which they
dwelt was for a time the Dbest they
could understand. In the light that
has illuminated the souls of those
who have accepted the Spiritual phil-
osophy as their instructor, many of
the ideas entertained by the reformers
are not based upon the truth but upon
a false conception of what are the
needs of human life, and what con-
stitutes fts destiny. 1f, after this
spiritual illumination, those out-
grown rites and ceremonies are clung
to, then'those who do so are rightfully
classed as idolators. They worship
that which is beneath them. Relig-
ious creeds and political parties as
such do not change. The individuals
that compose them outgrow the
thought which they represent, and
they expire for want of nourishment.
New religious sects and political par-
tles arfse from thelr ruins, retain all
of truth the old time had, for that is
immortal. These new sects and par-
ties have a work to do in the advance-
ment of life, and when they perform
that work they retire giving place to
something more advanced.

That is the only way,by which life
progresses. What would be idola-
trous practices for the present age
would to the less developed races be
the law and gospel. There are mighty
forces in the universe yet undiscovered
and which are awaiting for life to de-
velop up to the plane whers they can
bs understood, for if not they will be
a gigantic boomerang doing more
harm than good. |

The idols entertained by the sav-
age races of the world are crude and
revolting, but as advance is made the
criider forms will pass away and
those that represent more advance
thought will take their place. We
erect statues and monuments to those
who by their life we consider worthy
so that thoge who come after ecan
LEFT OVER SEVEN
have a pattern from which to form
thelr individual and national ideais.
If only the best is represented it is
not ldolatrous, but if the ideal degen-
erates to that plane where those not
the best are represented, then it is idol-
atry.
& growing sensitiveness in regard to
‘having -the. .best. thus - represented
which will present to the world the
highest types of: - life  that -existed
thereon. - The individuals they repre-
sént being .proper objects 0f . respect:

-and venerations to the 'coming gener-

As the race* progresses thera is |-

ations. - HAMILTON:-DEGRAW: =
- Watervllet, No.YXa -+ - :
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* Spectactes Can Be Abandoned

“Acting,” & Wondergy] Discovery That Cures-

Atilictions of the Bye and Ear Without
Cutting or Drugging. .

1
e
i

There 15 no need forcutting drugglag or ro ‘
ing tho eye for the cure of gmosf an‘izw [ dlg:
ease, foT o new system of Weuting aifiictions of

theeye has beendiscovered
o, Whoreby ull torturous
gsspmethods “are eliminated.
e I'here 18 1o risk or experi.
AWUg neuting, as hundreds of
tapeple have been cured of
alling oyesight, cataracts.
) 3 ﬂx‘;?u zztted 1dufa!tlld other
ctions o 0
through this grand discovery, when speciallg Y
thﬁsrg, termedthe cases ingurable. '
“‘Mr. . T, Pennington, special agent
Benofit Life Insurance Oo.. Kanars cu?,uzs‘a%ﬂ.f
writes: “Having used Acting for soveral years,
(I! &:!l‘xsgxgltlllllyo ;:oo&nu'}lend!b Ifor the cure of eye,
otscatnruéna" atiections. It cursd my mother,
usan Cardwell, Lincoln, Kan., writes: I am
73yesrsold. 1 wasso bind 1 eould oty kKinw
bersons by chaly voices, After using Actina [
¢an now thread o needle without glassos.”
o Rov. W, C. Goodwln, Moline, qgm.. writes:
My honest opinion ot  Actina iz that it is one
1or the most marvelous discoverles of the age.
n'i ;gred my eyes,and cured my wife of asth-

.

i

¢

Hundreds of other testimontals will bs sent--

on application. “Actinu® 13 purely a
treatment and self-a” mi 1ster by zge pnagglb?
and issept ou trial pustpald. If you will send
our name and address to the )gew York and
ndon Electric Assoclation, Dept 8428,920 Wal-
nut St., Kansas Clty, Mo., you will recelve ab-
solutely freen valuable ook, Professor Wil

a()ex:;gmfeause on the Eye and on Disease in

EANBER BUREB
WITH S8OOTHING, BALMY B
Cencer, ’PumurhCamrrh, i’iles Flstulu.?]!e!;g,

Llczoma and all Bkin end Fe
for Mustrated Book, Sen%?r%{ee, mﬁ?ﬁfr&' Vgl

DR;BYE, 82%.8m
aDaySure
abiclutely suto; we

$ 3 furnish the work and tosch you fres, you work in

she locality whore you) fve. Send us your address and wo will
explain the Lusiness fully, romomber we guaranteo aclear profiy
of8aforovery day’s work, absolutely sure, Write at once,
NOYAL MANUKACTURING C0., Box { 31 { Detroit, Mish,

8S<L

The above is the numper of the pres.
ent {ssue of The Progressive Thhlx)l(gr,
as printed at the top of the firsl page
right hand corner. I this number cor:
responds with the figures on your wrap-
per, then the time you have paid for hag
expired, and you are requested to re-
bew your subscription. This number
at the right hand corner of the first
page is advanced each weel, showing
the number of Progressive Thinkers
issued up to date. Keep watch of the
number on the tag of your wrapper,

0y @

Kansas City, Mo,

Sendusyodraddress
andwe willshow you
bow o nake$ 3 s day

The Poetical and Prose Works

FLLA WHEELER  WILGOX,

‘Mrs. Wilcox's wiltings have b
inspiration of many roung me&;en ;gg
women. Her hopeful, practical, mas-
terful views of life give the read'er new
courage in the very reading and are
8 wholesome spur to flagging efort
Words of truth 8o vital that they livs
in the reader's memory and cduse him
to think-—to his own sbetterment and
the lasting improvement of his own
work in the world, {n whatever line it
g;}z—ﬂaw from this talented woman's

POEMS OF PASSION.
By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

Maqy thousands of this hook have
bgen iesued, showin;y the estimation in
which it is-held. Presentation edition
with asuthor's portrait. Price §1, )

POEMS OF POWER.
By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
New and revised edition, containing
more than one hundred new poems, dis
vlaying the author’s flne taste, cultiva-

tion and originalliy. With i
Doiee §1 : » portrait,

.. 'POEMS OF PLEASURE
By Ella ‘Whecler Wilcox.

This charming collection comprises
many of the best poetic creations of the
author: . Embellished -with portrait.
Preseutation edition. Price §1.

MAURINE AND OTHER POEMS.
By Ella' Wheeler Wiicox.
An jdeal poem about as true and lov-
able a woman as c(ver poet created.
With portrait of author. Price $1.

AROUND THE .YEAR WITH ELLA
WHEELER WILCOX,

A birthday book compiled by Ella
@Giles Ruddy, from tiie poetical and
prose writings of Efia Wneelor Wileox,
It epitomizes her :uspiring optimistiz
pliilosophy with an «pposit2 quotation
for each day In the year, \Vith author's
portrait, and halfdone illustratisns
prefacing each month. Cloth, price, $1.

K!NGDOM .OF LOVE AND OTHER
POEMS.
By Elia Wheeler Wilcox,

A magnificent collection of poems
suitable for recitations and readircgs,
true to the very best there is in human
nature. Presentation edition, dark red
cloth, $1.

Deeds of Darkness Disclosed

This work devotes special attention
to Auricular Confession and its rela-
tions to sacerdotal celibacy, convents,

monasteries, morality and civil and re’

ligious liberty. It is intended to be an
embodiment of facts and documentary
evidence of the pernicious fafluence of
the confessional; a trenchant showing
up of Romanism, based upon standard
Catholic authorities; an eye-opsner con.
cerning the methods and spirit, the
moral turpitude and evil works of Ros
manfsm. Cloth, 75 rents.

AFTER HER DEATH,

The Story of 3 Summer. By Lillan Whiting.
Pervaded wish pure and beautiful spirituality
of thought. Instructive and heipful to al! who
love and seek the higher and finer ways of
piritual experience. ice, §1.00. ..

THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL.

Serfosone, two and thres. By Lillan Whiting,
"Throe cholcs volumes, each com: 1~te 1n itgsll, :

fn whivh spirituality is related to rarydey ilfe
insncha wgy a8 $0 make the warld besutiful.
Price, 81.00 each.

Molecufar Hupothesis of Naturgy .
“The Relation of.I1s Principles to Continued Ex. ~ - .- "
fstencc and to the Philosophy: of Spiritualism, .
« By Prof W. b Lockwood. ~ Paper, &4 cents :

e
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i7.This deparfinent
ment of S
HUDSON TUTTLE, ,

@ddresﬁ im, at Borlin Helghts, Oio,

s undér the man.

'NOTE--The Questions and Answers
fiave called forth such a host of Te
epondents, that to give all-equal hear-
ing-icompels the answers to' be made in
1lie' ‘most’ condensed form, and often
cleurness Is perhaps sacrificed to this
forced brevity. Yroofs have to be omit-
ied, and the style becomes thereby 8s-
sertive, which of all things isto be dep-
reeated. Correspondents often weary

. avlth waiting “for the appearance of

ihelr guestions and write letters of in-
quiry. ‘The supply of matter is always
several ‘'weeks ahesad of the space given,
pnd -henes there is unpvoldable delay.
Tvery ong-has to walt his time and
place, and all afe “treated with equal
favor,. . )

1 NOTICE.~—No attention will be glven,
anonymous letters, Full name and ad-
dress must be given, or the Jetters Will
not s read. 1f the reguest be made,
the name will not be published. The
correspondence of this department has
become excessively large, ecpeclally let-
ters of inquiry requesting private An-
swers, and while I freely give. what-
ever Information I am able, the ordl-
nary courtesy of correspondents lis.€x-
pected. - - HUDSON TUTTLE.

J.T.D.. Q. Whatis the address
of Rev, M. J. SBavage? '?

of Rev. M. J. Savage? His age

A. Thirty-fourth street and Park
avenue, New York City."

He wag born in Norridgewoclk, Me.,
1841,

Judge Richards and others: Q.
Will you, give the name of the autho‘f,
and g copy of the hymn beginning, “I
would not live always,’”” which Yyou
gnentioned some time ago in connes-
ioa with the death of your mother?

A. Perhaps no hymn was ever
written which appeals wore strongly
to the hearts of devout believers in
Christianity. To me it brings vividly
the ‘memory of my mother as nothing
els¢ has power to do. My earliest
recollections are of her singing it as
ghe went around the house. I heard
her sing it with the voice of four-acore
and ten years. Social and responsive
in organization, her greatest enjoy-
ment was in society, and when she re-
moved from her eastern home with its
wide circle of friends, to the western
wilds, her loneliness and homesickness
at times were almost beyond her
strength {o bear. In the activities of
life, care for the fever-stricken plo-
neers, and the demands of her family,
she sought to forget, but when anxie-
ties and longings for the old home
pressed too heavily, her thoughts
would turn to another realm where
there is eternal peace, and she would
sing this hymn-—sometimes all of it,
and then only a part, over and over.
The words and music are a blending
of joy and sadness; of defeat and tri-
umph. As I remember, there were
_always tears in her voice when she

gang. - -She subdued her longings for
her childhood home amidst the New
England hills, with a promise of a life
- beyond the shadows where unrequited
longings and dreams will he answered.

The hymn was written by Willlam

‘Augustus Muhlenberg, who was born

in Philadelvhia in 1796. He was of
great Influence in the  lupiscopal
church. He founded the $St. Paul

College and was head of the school;
rector of the church of the Holy
Oross and Superintendent of the Saint
Luke’s Hospital. He composed the
hymn in 1823, and revised it in 1865,

but the revision is not an improve-

ment, .

I would not live alway; I ask not to
stay .

Where storm after storm. rises dark
o'er the way.

The few lurid mornings that dawn on

" us here Lo

Are enough for life's woéé,ufull, enough
for its cheer.

1 would not live alway; mno, welcome

the tomb! :

Since Josus hath'lain there I dread not
ftsgloom. .- i

There sweet be my rest till he bid me
arise R

To hail him in triumph.descending the
sides. Chaa -

‘Who, who would live ~alway, -away
from hig God, o .

Away from yon heaven- that blissful
abode, R

‘Where the rivers of pleasure flow-o’er
the bright plains,

' And the noontide of glory eternally

reigns; .

‘Where the saints of all ages in- har-
mony meet, S

Their Savior and brethren transported
to greet; v

‘While the anthems of rapture unceas-
ingly roll, o

And the smile of the Lord is the feast
of the soul. ;

“ J.Lancaster: = Q. Isthere any sci-
ent::. eviaence that the pnases of the
moon influence man or vegetation? If
the Dible account of the creation fs

~known by all sclentists to be errone-
ous, is not the Christian world cater-
ing tu a myth, and even our president
and every distinguished officer has to
swear by it in taking the oath of
office?

A. There is no evidence that the
phases of the moon have a perceptible
influence on living beings at one time
more than another, or that this infiu-
ence differs. The moon, whether
dark or full, constantly exerts the
same magnetic force on . the earth.
The difference is only in the -quantity
of light reflected from the sun, which
is 80 little as to be unnecessary to con-
pider. The *“‘changes of the moon,”
are entirely i appearance, and hence,
as always in its orbit, and the same
distance, it cannot change its infiuence
with the phases or “‘signs.”

That it has magnetic influence on
the earth, the tides demonstrate, and
it 15 an unavoidable conclusion, that
as the nearest of all heavenly bodies,
it exerts a force throngh magnetic
currents on the earth. But the force,

~whatever It may be, must’ be constant
98 the conditions remain the same. -
When the influénce of the sun is

o 3 Lo .

.| passes, are purely arbitrary divisions,

i the phases of the moon,
1 whole helt of signs covering the zodjae:

bave in historic timbs moved forward,{ = -
and if the sun has difference in onel. . °

e

B R N

constant change. - While {ts attraction :
s constant, iis lUght ‘and heat . vary .
with the position of the earth to' re-
celve, but with the agltations of its
surface. - '

The *'signg" through which the sun

¢

and have no . more significance than
In fact, the

more than another, it should not bhe
sought in'the old sign, but in-the one
that has taken its place. T

Pgychie: Q.. Is it true that a
“new-ray” has been discovéred by
‘which the spirit:of animals can. be

seen?... .. : . .
A. The question referg:to the ex-
periment of Prof. Elmer Gates  of

Washington, and ftg publicity by one
Dr. Ward of London,  According to-a
press dispatch, a. live rat was placed
in a glass jubp which was then her-
metically sealed.” This tube was
placed before a sensitized ‘screen, and
the “new ray’ thrown through it. Of
course the rat soon died of suffocation,
but ss-long. as jt.lived it cast a shadow.
on the gereen. . At its death the shad-
ow was seen to rise, being in the ex-
act form of the rat, and disappear as it
passed beyond.the screen.  Thig the
“scientifie” .observers - think was -the
soul of the rat and-some Spiritualists
join with them. s e

‘A very strange phenomenon,” says
Dr: Ward, with which conclusion most
people will agree, ag so very strange ]
that it will riot probably be seen again
except by those with equally vivid fm-
agination; - o

Now let the professors of the Chi-
cago University experiment on human
beings. They can readily find “mate-
rial” ix the charity hospitals. Such
“material” has been taken for experi-
mentation in inoculations with cancer,
4yellow fever, diseases nameless, and
for trial of varlous toxins. It is as
‘“sclentific” to seal a waif in a glass
tube as to subject it to loathsome dis-
ease by.inoculation. And think what
success means? If the child's
“‘ghost’” is seen as a shadow and
passes off the sereen, their names will
be handed down to posterity as the
first demonstrators of immortality!

But if the spirit I8 seen by this
“ray” at all, it can be seen at any and
all times when a lantern of this “ray”
is held before 1t. 'What possibilities
have developed from a suffocated rat!
It is amusing to see these professors
who have sneered at ghosts and spir-
its and laughed at the imbecility. of
those who have a hope of a life after
death, go wild over the ghost of a
rat!  The rat refuses to be killed!
Who knows but the gnawing and
scrambling behind the wainscot is not
by mortal rats, but rat ghosts? Rats
that can go, through walls, without
stopping to gnaw a hole makes one's
ﬂesl} creep and adds horror to dark-
ness.

T

SEATTLE, WASH.

The Cause Flourishing There in a Sat-
. isfactory Manner,

The First Spiritual Socfety of Seat-
tle, Wash., wighes to let the world at
large know that the cause is fourish-
ing here. Our president, Mr. Walter
Hall, with the assgistance of a very efii-
cient board has been able to keep af-
fairs running in a smooth and ener-
getic channel. We have had for many
months the very best lecturers upon
our platform, and the satisfactory
manner in which they.have presented
the truths of our grand philosophy to
thinking men and wonien, has had its
good effect, and the result is that
many have been convinced of the
truth of immortality, and our socfety
hg: had many new names added to its
list.

Beginning with the month of De-
cember and for three consecutive
months, Harry J. Moore expounded
the philosophy of Spiritualism to large
and attentive audiences.” Then for
two months we had Moses and Mattie
Hull. As their work is well known, it
is not necessary for me to make any
comments, only to say that our doorg
are always open to them. Fer the
month of May and the first Sunday in
June, Mr. Moore will again be with
us. As a socfety we feel we have
cause for rejoicing in being able to
procure the services of this young,
earnest and capable worker.

The time has come when we must
stand firm and be loyal to the truth as
has been demonstrated to us, and not
allow oureelves to drift with every
current that may be directed our way,
and thereby lose our footing, and be
floundering in nnknown and undesir-
able waters, without any harbor in
whioh to cast anchor.

‘We have secured the services of our
National President, H. D. Barrett, for
a part of the month of June., We
are anticipating a great treat in hav-
ing him with us, We had with us as
a message bearer, Mrs. Edith Cobb.
She was in San Francisco at the time
of the earthquake, and escaped with
the clothes on her back as her only
earthly possessions. Her work was
excellent, and we regretted her de-
parture very much. All - strangers
and honest workers find a warm recep-
tion and hearty welcome in our midst.

1t is rumored that the newly elected
city officlals have announced their de-
termination to rid the city of all palm-
ists, clairvoyants, psychics, fortune-"
tellers and mediums—good, bad and
indifferent; all must go. I will state
with what success their efforts were
crowned in my next effort,

MRS. E. L. NICHOLSON.

“Science and the Furure Life.” By
James H. Hyslop, {8 one of the most
valuable acquisition to the literature
of Modern Spirituallsm that has ap-
peared of late years. It is scientific in
fts method, profound in its logic, and
above ‘all sympathetic to the trutn
whatever it may be and wherever 1t
may be found. Price, cloth, §1.60. 10
cents postage extra.

~After Her Death. The Story of a
Summer.” By Lilian Whiting. No
mind that loves spiritual thought can
fail to be fed and delighted with this
book. Beautiful gpiritual thought, com-
bining advanced ideas on the finer and
ethereal phiases of Spiritualism, leading
the mind onward into the purer atmosr
phere of exalted spiritual truth. A
book for the higher life. Price, cloth,

1.00.
s“New Testament BStories Comically
filustrated. Drawings by Weatson Hes.
fon. With Critical and Humorous Com-,
ments upon the Texts.” Heston's
drawings are incomparable, and excru-
clatingly funny. Price, in boards, $1;

- sonsidered there enters the factor of

cloth, $1.50,

_i-Itis fully answered in “Mediumship

Laws, TtsConditions and” Cultivation,
son Tuttle. Price 35 cents.

~ Berlin Heights, Ohio -

-0 SHALL 1 BECOME A MEDIUM?"-

and Tts
on,” by Hud-
-Address- him- at

-

 Hon, H:W, Richardson is to be congraiulated upon
Qf Spirit-

his excellent report. We
ualists everywhere to his
erence to Frauds, Fikes

fastened themselves on our ranks. "

In presenting this, . my annual re-|

port, to_this convention, ag I:Teview
the worl 'of the past year ahd' ldok
Jorwyard to the opportiinities in front
‘of us, I doso with mingled feelings of
regret as well as of hopeful anticipa-
tion, and with regrets that_more has
not heen accomplished. irf - the  ‘past,
and with courage to believe that " the

Bpiritualists of America will arise and

successfully grapple with the larger
work that seems now to be opening
before them. Hach passing vear
brings its opportunities and ltg' duties
to those who would, uplift and bring

' happiness to the children of earth.

There ig no time to brood over er-
rors gnd omisslons of the past, and yet
as a help and guldé to futurg actions
an intelligent review of what hung been
done, may assist in outlining what
can be done in the future. BExperience
18 a school master, and we may well
profit by his lessons. .

Missionary Work.

Our state missionary, Mrs.

T U

Reynolds, has devoted such part of the |,

year as her other engagements would
permit, to this branch of work. BShe
has visited different localifies -and
held meetings where calls were made,
where there were no organized socie-
ties, and hag also visited local auxilia-
ries to the state association where in-
vited, and where circumstances. would
permit. , 8he has attended the wmass
meetings held under the auspices of
our state assoclation and considering
all the conditions with which a state
migsionary must meet and work un-
der, it can be sald of her, *Well done,
good and faithful servant” In her
unselfishness she may have been un-
just to herself in refusing to take com-
pensation for her services when results
did not meet her expectations (which
I am quite certain is true in more in-
stances than one), but there .need be
no fears that the state association will
suffer any neglect or injustice at her
hands in connection with missionary
or other state work.

I feel to repeat what I sald in my
last annual report that missionary
work I8 one of the most important
branches of our state work, and I hope
the incoming board may find means of
securing a large missfonary fund and
that much more can be done {n that
direction than has been done In the
past. .

There are a great many towns and’

villages in this state where the people
know little or nothing of our organ-
ized movement, ind whers the major-
ity of the citizens have no rational
conception as to what Spiritualism
stands for. These peqple can be
reached provided funds are furnished
to meet the necessary expenses. With

funds to meet the expoenses; ‘with pugh:

and energy, and with system and
niethod {n the use of these, I believe
niuch can be accomplished and the in-
terest in our cause largely Increased
and extended. But missionaries can-
not iive and travel on air alone. The
state missionary should go armed
with literature, and with song books
to be used In these meetings, and pre-
pared to remain from a few days to a
week or more {n each place, especially

at the first visit, and this first visit’

should be followed with other visits at
intervals during the year. Regarding
the work of the past year, our mis-
sionary will present detailed report,
but I urge the importance of making
our need of funds to carry on this
work known to wealthy Spiritualists
over the state and believe the response
will be suficiently liberal to meet our
needs.

Mass-meetings.

Since our last convention, state
meetings have been held in the clties
of Potsdam, N. Y., Niagara Falls, N.
Y., and in Hornell, N. Y. In each in-
stance we went in response to fnvita-
tion from the local society, and while
we could hardly expect in towns of
that size to increase the funds in our
state treasury, we did succeed in mak-
ing these meetings very nearly self-
sustaining. .

The Potsdam society is composed
wholly of ladies, and from the favor-
able report of their work since the
state meeting, we are led to belleve
that 8piritualism in the minds of the
general public there is better appre-
ciated and has a higher standing; that
our cause was largely helped and the
Jocal soclety strengthened as a result
of that effort. The ladies are cer-
tainly doing an excellent work in that
city.

Regarding the Niagara Fglls So-
ciety, we feel that Mrs. A. (. Atch-
eson, who has cerved there as pastor
for something like four years, {3 en-
titled to much credit for her persist-
ent untiring efforts. Her work there
{s a strong argument in favor of what
we have herstofore urged concerning
gettled pastors. We learn that our
state meeting there was highly appre-
ciated and resulted in an increased in-
terest.

At Hornell the weather was unfa-
vorable, nevertheless, we had good
meetings and feel confident that good
results will follow. The meetings
were of a character that will hardly
fail to place Spiritualism on a higher
pedestal and strengthen the local so-
ciety. Brother Herron, president of
that soclety, and Brother and Bister
Coston and their faithful assistants,
are working devotedly and unselfishly
for Spiritualism in the city of Hornell,

Correspondence was had with the
secretary of the National -Assoclation
concerning the holding of a Joint
mass-meeting by thesstate and Na-
tional Associations in Greater New
York, but circumstances were such at
the time that a meeting there seemed
to be impracticable and the subject
was abandoned. -

1 would suggest that socletles.and

localities where mass meetings are de-
sired file thelr appHeations - early in
the year, allowing ample time to ar-
/mnge therefor. 1 also recommend
-committee each be asigned- a section
of the state nearest their.. homes . {n
which they shall endeavor to gather
informsation and work up interest and
calls. for mass-meetings ‘and misslon-
,ary work in the varlous --¢itles and
.towns, thus-enlarging our field of ta-
.- Local suzlliary societles sod iudi-
yidual membarghips corstitute the da
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The pressyre of' other duties has
made it Impossible for our président to
visit extensively.amongthe locdl so-
cletles, but the society.reports to’the
convention will be.an dndex” ot ‘thelr
 standing. Trom-what T Have ledrned,
I believe the local socléties hre fully
hqlding thelr. own-and-are generally
doing excellent work,. yTheére seems to
he an Increased ' terdency towards
'adopting the plan of settled speakers,
-which"1s certainly a' .for¥ward ~move-
ment and tends to place Spiritualism
on a more gubstantial . and enduring
basis,. - Another: stepy forward, . to
which I call attention is the fact that
-several of our local gocieties dre abol-
'ishing the door gplipction ..at -thelr
'public services,; depending upon volun-
‘tary contributions- and- subscriptions
.for financial supporty; .
-Where these depaytures from old
methods have been:adopted, we find

v

.| strong and successful socletles, which

is a fact worthy of: the consideration.

‘We hope these-features may be still
further extended. : .- .

Another tendency,-which iy worth
consideration, is the .questipn of sep-
arating the phenomena.from the lec-
tures, and having meetings devoted
especially to each of - these features.
This departure may not. prove .most
successful in all cases, but seems to
work well in-some, and would seem at
least to- be worthy of more extended
trial than has yet been glven it.

I call the attentlon.of representa-
tives of local societies to these feas
ures, and hope they may recelye their
careful consideration. .

Individual Membershin,

Until local societies are established
in many more of {hp towns. and vjl-
lages over the state, there will be a de-
mand for individual memberstips to
enable Isolated Spiritualists and those
in localities where thgre is insufficient
numbers _to support 4 society, to Dbe-
come a part of the ¢rganized move-
ment. g 2

Under our constitptlonany person
of good moral charagter may join our
state assoclation, ang sugh individual
members are entitled to seats on the
floor of the annual gonveption and to
the privilege of votipg. Byt while the
voté of an fndividugl mepiber counts
one, thesvote of a delegate represent-
ing a society of twanty-fiye members,
counts twenty-five,’;thus giving eagh
voter a power in the convention equal
to the number of pergons he or she
represents. R

During .the  ning, years which we
have worked under this,rule, there
has been no serfous Inconvenience
from the system, but it has béen pre-
dicted that tjmre le"dungeyu?ing be-
hind the present method of recelving
individual members, and %hat, some.re-
strictions or some supervising author-
ity should pass upon the atceptance of
new members. I-eall the attention of
the convention to this matter in order
that it may act thereon if action is
deemed essential.

There are thousands of worthy Spir-
itualists In the state who would be-
come a part of the.organized move-
ment, and I trust that ways and means
may be devised by this convention, or
by the Incoming board; to secure the
support and the co-operation which
these scattered Spiritualists can give
us.

Children’s Lyceums.

I wish L could report greater prog-
ress in the establishment of children’s
lyceums. With this, the Temple Ko-
clety of Buffalo, thergis a good work-
ing lyceum under the. direction of
Mrs. Dillon, who {8 'doing excellent
work for the future of our cause by
training the llttle ones in this, the
most beautiful of all religions.

Just what other sogieties are doing
will be shown in the report of our ly-
ceum superintendent, Mrs. Reynolds.
I know there are many places without
lyceums, and I urge upon the dele-
gates present and the societies they
represent to try and {nspire their peo-
ple with enthusiasm to {naugurate a
larger work in this direction. The
need thereof is great.

Spiritualist Literature,

At our last convention a committee
on literature was appointed, . which
committee were authorized to procure,
edit and put in cireulation appropriate
literaiure to be used in propaganda
work for our cause,

Perhaps your president hgs -been
deralict in his duty {n not getting in
touch with that committes, but what-
yever may have been done will no

In this conpection I would call your
attention to one most excellent book
for propaganda work, written by H. C.

“Life’s Progression,’” the first edition
of which is about ‘exhausted, and
which I would recomimend to the con-
sideration of the literary: committes,
with view to some pbssible arrange-
ment ‘for its distribuflon i8° a cheap
edition. - Much can Y% doub toward In-
creasing Interest Ind our’“movement
through the judicioul use'®'of litera-
ture, and I urge mots ag:,f[fyjty in this

direction in future. ' *
State Days at Camps.

We were assigned Newli¥ork State
days at Freeville, aldo at Gity of Light
Assembly Camp Assotiatioi last year.
Mrs. Twing represented tiokstate asso-
clation .at Freevillo sand. at! Lily Dale.
Your presldent wamiunssisted by Mrs.
Twing. Mrs. Tswing will tell the con-
vention about Fresville:and as to Lily
Daty, 8 knowledge' of; andiinterest in,
our organized movefhentMvas awak-
ened by the people therd assembled,
and we believe the-<incoming board
should continue thig;feature’ of state
work. . .. R
Your president and Mrs. Matteson,
one of our trustees, were .Invited to
attend the fall meeting.at North Col-
l{ns, by the Priends of Human Prog-

88, Lo 1 N
© An aceldent on - the ';-raux}o_ad pre-
vented Ty reaching there, but Mrs,
Matteson-represented the state:assocl~
ciation and .may have-something ‘to.
tell you.-about it. .A:state day i as-
slgned us-on the program-.of the Oity
of Light Assembly forthe coming spa-
soD, "and Mrs. Twing, Mrs. Reynolds

‘tand your incoming president, whoover

he may be, wero mentiozed to the
menagement as likely to be present oa
ghatday. oo ot

=t I
y Annual kepol President 8f §he New
-+ York State-Association of Spivitifalists,
+ . at the Convention in Bu "

doubt be reported to the convention.|

Randall of this e¢ity, "and entltled?

4 {Continued on page 8.)

- Registration of Mediums,
“This ‘association hag heretofore au-.
thorjzed its board of trustees to in-
augurate a system whereby speakers
and mediums who were sufficlently de-
veloped and otherwise. quallfied to
work under recognition of the state as-
soclation, may be reglstered at the of-

tion as persons whom the officers deem
competent to practice their gifie under

such state sanction,

We assume that it was the intention
of this association in granting ' this
power to tho board of irustees that
they Issue certificates of registration
to those wlo were -entitled to be so
registered; Bt this proyision was not
specifically granted, and I would gug-
gest that more definite fnstruction be
given by this. convention and .I.have
in avother part of this report made
recommendations covering this point.

. Medical Legislation,

In these days of commercial greed
and scramble for special privileges, it
seems -incumbent upon ‘almost every
movement or organization to keep.an
eye.upon the doings of legislative bod-
les and prevent, if possible, the enact-
ments, of laws and regulations that
would deprive them of, or undnly en-
croacl upon, their.legitimate rights and
privileges—not -npecessarily because
the leglslators would knowingly legis-
late to.Injure.any class of persons, but
because interested partles who think
they might profit by restricting the
privileges of others, are continually
working all manner of subterfuges to
secure such restrictions, usually under
the plea that what  they are asking
for is necessary for.the protection .of
the people, wheread the sole purpose
they have In view Is unjust advantage
to themselves by driving others out
of business. .

For instan~e, the medical - associa-
tion would hold & monopoly of heal-
ing the people, and in order to accom-
plish that end, are inclined to de-
prive others of following the com-
mands of the Man of Nazareth, to
heal the sick by laying on of hands,
and by other Spiritual gifts of healing
under such pleas; it {8 not uncommon
for them to appeal to the state legisla-
ture for such enactment. But we do
not learn that the legislature of New
York state has enacted any laws dur-
ing the past year adverse to the legit-
imate rights and privileges of our peo-
ple.

Taxing Mediumship.

The common council of the City of
Buffalo has recently had under consid-
eration the gquestjon of imposing g li-
cense on the practice of clairvoyance,
fortune-telling, etc.  In the interest
of our state association yohr president
appeared before the ordinance com-
mittee of the county and protested
against the imposing of a tax or M-
cense on the practice of clairvoyance,
which is a spiritual gift, and furnishes
proof of the continuity of life after
transition and the exercises of which
is a legitimate part of the religion of
Spiritualism. And that to tax this and
other spiritual gifts would encroach
upon the copstitutional rights of Spir-
itualists which we felt sure the coun-
cilmen would not knowingly do. At
this writing I am not advised that a
final actlon has been taken on the pro-
pesed ordinance, but there is no ques-
tion but that this action by the com-
mon council of this city was inspired
by, and i one of the fruits of, charla-
tanism, deception and fraud under
cover of the name clairvoyance, by
persons who have no interest in, and
usually no connection with, the organ-
ized movement of Spiritualism.

Mediamship and Dishonest Practices.

It would seem that the gift of medi-
umship .and the sgacredness of inter-
communion with departed spirit
friends which is possible only through
some phase of this beneficent gift,
would so appeal to men and women
that no one would entertain a thought
or do anything that would degrade or
bring into disrepute mediumship and
the things for which it stands. And
yet the spirit of commercialism
WHICH IS RUNNING-.RIOT IN AL-
MOST EVERY DEPARTMENT OF
LIFE'S ACTIVITIES HAS INDUCED
UNPRINCIPLED, CONSCIENCELESS
PERSONS TO PRACTICE FRAUD
AND DECEPTION UNDER COVER
OF THE NAME OF CLAIRVOYANCE
AND OTHER MEDIUMISTIC GIFTS.
THEIR FRAUDULENT PRACTICES
HAVE BEEN AND ARE A GREAT
DRAWBACK TO THE PROGRESS OF
THE SPIRITUALIST MOVEMENT
AND EVERY TRUE SPIRITUALIST
DEEPLY . REGRETS THAT SUCH
BARNACLES HAVE  ATTACHED
THEMSELVES THERETO ANDWILI,
GLADLY JOIN IN ANY PRACITICAL
METHOD FOR CORRECTING THIS
EVIL.

That this very important question
should receive careful consideration
by this convention goes without say-
ing, and I recommend that a special
committee be appointed who shall take
under advisement the whole question
coverlgxg proposed license taxation,
fraudilent practices, and registratiop
of mediums, and report to the conven-
tion as early as possible with recom-
.mendations, FOR HONEST SPIRIT-
UALISTS MUST HAVE SUCH PRO-
TECTION AS OUR ORGANIZATION
CAN GIVE.

Ordination, Marriage and Burial Ser-
vice:

At our last convention a committee
was appointed to draft and present to
this convention forms and usages for
ordination, marriage and burial sqrv-
fce which might be appropriate and
convenient for the use of many of our
gpeakers and mediums.

I trust that committee will be pre-
pared to report to this convention,

* The Increasing interest in the es-
sential truths and principals for
which Spiritualism stands and the
more respectful consideration now ac-
corded our workers and the organized
movement By other religious work-
ers, by the press, and by the general
public, to which your president called
attention In his last annual report, are
conditions which are ever more pro-
nounced to-day than one ¥year ago.
And If I read the signs of the times
correctly, this indicates that condi-
tions were never 60 favorable for a
general spiritual awakening as they
are at the present moment,

. The frults of the last half-century
of co-operation between : advanced
feachers In higher spheres with con-
gcientious men and - women on, the
earth plane, are gradually ripening for
the harvest. Thus far the tares have
grown together with the wheat. Qur
.attention has -been .wholly absorbed
IN EFFORTS TO ACQUAINT THE
WORLD WITH THE IMPORTANT
TRUTHS - .OF SPIRITALISM UNTIL
ALMOST UNCONSCIOUSLY TO OUR-
SELVES FRAUDULENT PRACTICES
JUNDER: . COVER . OF . BPIRITUAL.
-GIFTS ~"HAVE ATTACHED THEM-
SELVES TO OUR NAME -LIKE A
BARNACLE TO- A:8HIP AND NOW
A CRISI8 CONFRONTS ' US.- HE-
ROIC TREATMENT. SEEMS.ESSEN-
TIAL. FOR TEE HEALTH .OF -THE
PATIENT, - BUCH A LINH'. OF “DE-
MARKATION ° BETWEEN "' THB
| SHEBDP AND-THHE GOATB MUST.BE.
DRAWN, as will enable honest gearch-
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