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SPECIAL THOUGHT CHANNEL

. 'To the Fditor:~—A fine demonstration
of spirit power took piace.at Mrs, M. A,
“Xeeler's seme time ago. A short time
before Christmas Clara Collingwood,
Mrs. Xeeler's cabinet messenger, ex-
pressed a wish for a full ‘qutfit of
earthly clothing. ONE LADY GOT HER
A NICE WHITE HAT; ANQTHER
ADEHER A WHITE DRESS; ANOTH-
ER PROVIDED HER WITH A PAIR
OF WHITE SHOES; ANOTHER WITH
A PAIR OF WHITE SBTOCKINGS;
AND OTHERS WITH S8CARF, FAN
AND DOLL. “These articles. were pre-
sented to her for a Christmas present,
and were taken away somewhere by the
gpirit messenger, not one of them be-
ing left In the seance rcom. When in-
quiry was made, Clara sald she took
them to her spirit home,
A few weeks after Christmas, Mrs.
Keeler, who I8 a- materializing medi-
um, requested her husband, Dr. Wm,

terialize’ them, and’ bring

- SYMPOSI

" Lefer From a Wasington Spirfalt.

The Question Before Spiritualists is. this: Can
Spirit dematerialize a white dress, a white hat, a pair
of white stockings;-a scarf, fan"and doll,. and convey
them to her home in spirit life, and then at will ma-

UM.

Keeler, who {8 a spirit photographer, to
take her photograph while entranced in
the cabinet in the dark. Bhe seated
herself in the cabinet, the curtain
pulled o little to one side, the camera
placed in position, the room made dark,
and the photograph was taken. To one
side, and in front of Mrs. Keeler,
stands Clara Collingwood, the spirit
messenger, clothed in her Christmas
presents of earthly clothing. Isend
you the photograph; also a photograph
of myself and spirit wife and son, and
also one of myself and Spirit Dr. Hol-
land, who controls the materializations,
and the face and head of Clara and oth-
ers supposed to be relatives, and whom
1L do uot recognize. ’
This demonstration proves to me
that spirits can be photographed and
that they ¢an take solids to their. spirit
homes, . . RUFUS SUMERLIN.
‘Washington, D. C. .

.
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them back to earth, and

continue doing so indefinitely? ---

.
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" Fho Spirlt World Is a Better World:
' - Than This. | S

“1{;;‘- WY TR v ad s R
dfore- considering the-cirfular idt-‘
*Ad that calls forth. this article, 1.had

.best refer to a quéstion that is some-
'} times asked and an objection that is
often urged agalnst efforts to separate
! .,_'ge.'nuine spirit phenomena from mani-

) ";ést.atious that more or less closely re-
gemble them.

{ . The question amounts to this:
'] there any criterion by which the ordi-
-\ pary imdividual can distinguish true
spirit phenomena, the physical phases
. in particular, from = skiliful legerde-
.main? The objection is that since we
‘know 50 little of the laws of spirit
commuyunion, since our understanding
of spiritual things is o limited, we
should go glow in proclaiming any so-
called manifestations beyond the
power of spirits to accomplish.

“The senses,” a prominent -author
and lecturer has said, “are inadeguate
testifiers; they who have not deve.-
oped their interior possibilities, their
psychic perceptions, are in constant
danger of being ‘taken in’ by trick-
sters.” Although I must admit the
truth of this statement, although I
agree that there is no absolutely ac-
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I8 THERE ANY CRITERION?

Is

things except by spiritual insight, yet
1 do maintain tnat the next best, and
perhaps the most practical standard of
judgment for the great majority of

those Interested in psychic investiga-
tion, is based upon ~the exercise of

plain common sense.
. There are many instances where it

. §8 very difficult to distinguish, except
by spiritual discernment, the genuine

-from the apparently genuine. There

_are other cases where the pretenses
are so absurd that we may stamp them

"as false, without asking any assistance
other than that furnished by our five
material senses.

It is true that undue haste in con-

_demning manifestations that appear of
doubtful authenticity is to be depre-
cated. It is true that we should
treat charitably the medium whoss

. -work is being questioned, and grant
the benefit of every doubt. But this.
should not deter us from demanding
strict test conditions whenever practi-
cable; it ought not to prevent the ex-
amination in a critical way of all
claims, all phenomena, presented.

It cannot be denied that we are 1ll-
prepared to judge accurately of what
is and what is not within the power of
gpirits to accomplish. But it can be
denjed in pretty strong language that

_for this reason we must stultify "our
reason, who are not able to discern
these things spiritually, and accept in
blind eredulity whatever we ‘en-
counter. -’

: Reliable spirits, . speaking through
" honest mediums, have ~repeatedly

" urged:the necessity of careful discrim-
fnation that truth might find accept-
ance and falsehood find refusal. And
when ~ anyone, speaking of these.
things, tells you that we should mnot
‘presume 1o weigh in the balance that
which s so far above and beyond us,
just’ remember that whatever is im-
- planted on the Gibraltar of right has
" nothing to fear from the most search-
4ng investigation. . N
" Quided by the unseen hands of
thoge with vision broad and clear, an
anprecederited and Irresistible wave of.
reform is . sweeping this earth from
pole to pole, Heaven pity.the nation,
the religion, or -the individual, that
fails to heed  -the .cleansing flood.

: Heaven' pity- Spiritualism, ft"the ever:
* plotting. hotde of trickstérs, 8 bligat

upen its present, succeed in making its
fature theirs. -

4 The only way

these, blighting fn-

curate criterion for judging spiritual |

‘148 tha-dawn of a cloudless day, is to
.| use, while we are developing our psy-

chio natures, the same calm, eritical,
exact manner of-investigation that is
desirable. fn any. other line of sclen-
tifie {nvestigation,. « "7 L oo e

Lo
.‘Reform Is needed.{n about every in-
gtitution under-the sun, but nowhere,
48 it needed .to ‘a greater:extent than
right here. A certain’ class of Spirit-
ualists never take any precautions
againgt fraud. Then they detail the.
occurrence -of the most wonderful and
fantastic phenomena, while the -know-
ing ones smile, and outsiders get dis-
gusted with the whole fabric of a re-
ligion that permits and seems to up-
hold such disgraceful happenings.

Take the particular case we have to
consider. I don't want to be unduly
harsh in my criticisms; but I must
state facts as I understand them.
This case is but typical of many oth-
ers. I would rather make my re-
marks general, but since this particu-
lar case ig “‘on trial” I do not hesitate
to say what I think of it.

I think it i8 a pity that manifesta-
tions bearing upon their face the
stamp of fraud so glaring, should find
acceptance anywhere. [ will not re-
fer to the evident failure to guard
against deception, which the absence
of detail in the narrative seems to in-
dicate, for upon the intrinsic character
of the manifestations, I base my con-
clusions.~

‘I remember reading some time ago
a narrative of spirit life, in which was
depicted vividly the spiritual abode of
migers. They were described as quar-
reling among themselves over bags of
phantom money, or jealously guarding
hidden stores of illusive riches that
they counted over and over again. 1
helieved the money entirely spiritual,
for I accepted the trite statement, “We
-can't take our money with us when
we die,” . '

Clearly I was mistaken. For if a
‘“nice white hat, a white dress, a pair
of whito siioes,” and even a doll can
be transported to heaven in their en-
tirety, perhaps even Rockefeller’s-
millions can be so cleansed as to reach
the pearly gates. :

It spirite can use earthly clothing,
‘perhaps they may find use for some of
our gold. 'What a productive field for
some enterprising medium! -~ Your
dear friend in the other world is ex-
tremely hard up and wants tle loan of
a ten-dollar bill. The medium, for a
conslderation, agrees to negotiate the
loan. You'lay the money on the
table, turn out the light, and sing
““Nearer, My God, to Thee.” Three
raps; the light is lit, and. ‘“Hallelujah!
*Tis Done.” It hasn't yet come to
pass, but when it does the same cre-
dulity that fails to question the genu-
ineness of the dematerialization under
discussion, will accord it full accept-
ance. - S ‘ }

" If it had been merely stated that the
articles in question were demsaterial-
ized, after being placed in the cabinet,
a person’'s-faith would not be taxed to
so great an extent, for there are fair-
iy well authenticated instances where
it appears that thigs has been done.
The phenomenon of 'the passage of
matter through matter-involves some-
thing in the natyre of the demateriali-
zation and later reappearance in the
former state; for it is self-evident that
matter in its ordinary state of density

and be transferred a-distance of sev-
enty miles in less than five minutes, a8
was done where several yards of mus-
lin in the possession of Archdeacon
Colley of England, were taken from s
seance in Chichester and a few min-
utes later dropped upom the bed of a
friend in a London hotel. . -~

- That snch instances really occur at
rare intervals, I fully belleve, ‘but I
want toqualify this statementbysaying
tbat I think this one of the most rare

@uences can |
?;lx?e of Spiritunlism be made as bright
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can be cast aside and the fu-

and difficult of dll the phenomena of
‘Spiritoalism, and that not morg than

‘|~ That the disappearance’

‘| trolled me to do it.”

cannot pass through all obstructions |-

two per cent of such ciseg :wil Vea

rigid investigation.

Inet megsenger’s’”  Christmas,outfit 1
entitled to classification with'.the tw(
per cent geems rather doubtful. ~ If it
had merely been clalmed that these
rthings were dematerialized, I might
‘give sufficient retgn to fancy to accept
it *as probable,: But this 1s xot’the
claim; “‘the spirit said she took them
to her apirit home.” -

. And right here I want to say that
to my mind the spirit world §8 not &
place so bagely materialistic that ar-
ticles intended alome for thig world
can be carried there by auny power.
Iven though, as some declare, the
gpirit spheres are made up of refined
emanations from the earth, there cer-
tofnly are such changes in the atten-
uated substances that go to compose
them ns to render the 'cabinet mes-
songer’'s” statement a self-avident-ab-
gurdity. Although it must be admit-
ted that by spirit power matter may be
transferréd from place to place on this
earth, common sense ought to demon-
strate to anvone who.exercises it that
it 18 not in accord with Nature's plan
that gross materlal things shall ever

] reach a higher world.

Finally, then; there remain two the-
ories to explain the disappearance of
the articles in question.  The spirit
either removed those erticles from the.
geance-room, and then dellberately
led {n claiming to take them to her
&pirit home; or the medium, through
individua) skill or by means of confed-
erates, placed the things where they
conld not be found-—and then deliber-
ately Hed in saying the spirit took
them. The medium deceived, or else
the gpirit did. It is merely a question
of whose word you will donbt.

For my part, I do not hesitate to
gay that I think the medium at fault.
It 15 my firm . conviction that nine-
tenths of the lies, the mistakes, the
down right frauds- attributed to de-
celving, undeveloped and evil spirits,
are only the lles, the mistakes and the
downright frauds perpetrated by mor-
tal man.

Pardon me if I gpeak too harshly. 1
believe in obsession; it does occur;
though it is far less prevalent than
gome imagine. Spirits sometimes
may decelve when controlling or influ-
encing mediums. Yet libel upon libel
has been heaped upon the heads of
pure and innocent spirits, that vacil-
lating mediums might eecape Jjudg-
ment and tind excuge for their actions,
untll .now every spirit thaf comes
back to us is suspected and every char-
latan obsessed. No matter how base
the deception, the so-called medium
when detected can deny knowledge of
what has occurred and plaintively
-moan ‘‘the spirits must have con-

I hold that the spirit world is a bet-
ter world than this. I claim it Is.a
world where tho sweetest ‘and ' best.
that lies dormant within the soul of
every individual—however Jow_in the
reale of life—is'fanned Into active be-
.ig; -1 am certain it is not a general
treeding-place for ¢rime, nor the gen-
‘esis of deceptive spirit phénomena,
The spirit who returns to lead a me-
dium on lo fraud is as seldom to be
met with as a bat In the sunhght.

There 18 moze of wrong on earth-
than in spirit, and when pretended-me-
diums cease trying to deceive, we will
hear no more of spirits who practice’
fraud. I cannot belleve that a spirit
such as a-real ‘cabinet messenger”
might be, returns night aftef night,
month after month, just for the pur-
pose of defrauding a dozén sittérs, and
that the disappearance of the disputed
articles was only a spirltual joke. .. ~

As to the “spirit’ photograph which:
1s used to bolster up the case for the
medium, -the léss said the better. Ev-
ery- cautious Splritudlist or investiga-
tor who has given considération 1G-the
-subject, knows that if there is one
phase of so-called spirit phenomena
that can claim the dishonor of a great-,
er degree of fraud than materializa-
tion, it is what some people call “'spir-
it” photography. - ’

- GEORGE B. FERRIS, 7.
Grand Rapids, Mich. '
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“TURN ON THE LIGHT." -

That Is YWhat The Progressive Thinker
Is Now Doing, and Will Continue to’
Do, Until  Spiritualists Are Thor-

- oughly Educated Along Occult Lines

That Are So Little Understood.

The subject under consideration,
the possibility of spirits being able to
dematerialize solid substances, as far
as eartlily material is concerned, may "
L open a subject of vast possibilities to
the thinking mind. )

Personally I am not inclined to say
what ig impossible, not being versed in
the range of possibilities connected |
with spirit and matter and their rela- ]
tions to each other. I confine myself:
to a statement of personal opinion—
nrot knowing what spirit force and in-
telligence may be able to accomplish
under the best conditions. However,
I have no reason to belleve that spir-
its, after dematerializing an apparent-
ly solid substance, carry the article
away to the spirit: realms, or to their
homes beyond. , 1 doubt their ability
to do so. : -

It does not seem reasonable to me
that the earthy substances can be
transported to the ethereal world and
have place and portion there. I do
.not know, but I doubt if g doll or ma-
terial fabrics can be dissolved and
borne to the ‘‘higher realms.” .

I should wish for -further proof
than the word of -mortal- or spirit
claiming to have performeéd the feat. -

1 am not prepared to say in the face
of strong and reliable testimony of in-
telligent and observing investigators,
such as Prof. Crookes, Alfred Russel
Wallace, and a host of others, that
substance cannot be dissolved by spir-
its and conveyed through closed doors
or ceilings to other places. . I have no
right to say it cannot be done.  We
do not know the limit of spirit possi-
biiity—but nevertheless I am very
skeptical on the point at issue, the de-
materializing of toys and clothing that
they may be conveyed to the spirit
world and returned here at jwill. -

The case in  consideration reminds
me of one that happened some years
ago in Boston. The medium, who dld
not claim to have power of materiali-
zation, was a trance medium and a
splendid psychic. The son of a promi-
nent man of that section went to spirit
life rather suddenly, which was the
cause of the father becoming intérest-
ed in Spiritualism. He recelveéd good
evidence through the mediumship.of
the lady of the identity of his spirit-
son, and he often had sittings with
her. )

The son reported to his father: his
progress in the schools of the higher
life, and fipally. announcéd. that he
bad been entered at some sort of a
military academy, and needed a proper
suit of clothes for his position. . His
father-must pay’ for.the clothing, the.
spirit said, and was requestéd to leave
‘a cértain sum (I was told it  was
nearly one hundred dollars) . in the.
iocom of the medium where she would.
rot see i@ and:-the.spirit would take
the money to spirit life with- which to
purchase or gecure his clothes, - The

f oir “cab- |’

- tians.

-independent thinker.
-guffered in this world pnd was burned
dn' the next.
“Turepe were dyed With the blood or

and

.heaven. e
- .When a Christian

money was hidden, and at the next ee-

g
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e of . Cegg Wright,

As He Sees the Cohditigh! of Thought ages when the’ "polltiéhl church - of

In the Ranks .of 8piritualism.

1 gee three great.classes into which
thefthinkers mayv|he diviged who call
themselves Spirituglists. .
the theological; ﬁ&’nd ollfss the meta-

physical; and third‘clasd the . scien-|.

tifle. I E TAN
The religlous clggs I8 the largest be-

A

ligence and learnidk, - fréed from su-
pevstition, Rellglon . flourishes most
vigorously in the small and ignorant
mind. The great religions of the world
are not the result flowing from a high
development of jntelligence, but are
the sum of the total readings of human
fear and wonder as the mind stands be-
fore the great acts and processes of
nature. The pheénomepa and acts of
nature have been the jnspiring cause of
all the religious beliefs held by man,
There are no-holv.men, nor holy books,
nor bholy water. . - »
.Holy boolig and holy men are imposi-
{fons on the fear and i{gnorance of the
bumgn race.” 0 o .
Miracles were.never, wrought.
 Devily never went into the swine.-
No man ever brought a dead man to
life. . - :
A virgin never gave birth to a child.
,Man never fell. .. - - c .
The story of the.fall is absurd; the
birth of Christ is superstition.
Salvation through falth is a pious
fraud. .- Lo e
Imputed righeousness g simple non-
sense. : . , .
A crucified savior is a tragedy of the

brain. .

The infallible - inspiration of the
Bible is a crafty proclamation of the
priests. , ; :

Priests of all religions have been the

cause it 13 the leaétﬂdevekgped in intel- |

fatal enemlies of the bunian race and¢

are so to-day. o

. Blood, blood! the eternal result of
religion in the past, now and will ever
be. - Man s never great with a religion
like a vulture, eating out the strength
and freedom of his brain, Christianity
iIs what the church of <-Rome believes.
All the other churches are secesslon-
ists, rebeis, - dissenters, schismatics.
The church of Rome was the first or-
ganized national assoclation of Chris-
These early. Christians belleved
{n boly men, pravers, alms, tithes,
kings, prinees, Go¢d., archangels and
gpiritual visions; hell for the unbe-
lover and the fagot and cross for tho
The unbeliever

The HKills and’ valleys ot

martyrs. -Methodists, Baptists, Pregby-
terlans are Christian a little off color
less encient—all tgday called
Christian, and all claiming to be the

‘favorite child of th& Most 'High, each

claiming to have the beft road to

accepts the truth of spiritual inter-
course his mind briitgs -all*br nearly all
of -his previous beliefs intoiit.

President Barrett;j,brought Thelsm
ipto his Spirltualism. He, did not get
it from a ‘study or a logical deduction
from the phenomeniof:Spfttualism. 1
would like to see thejlogicat€orm .of the
reasoning that I may knoy it as he
knows it.

How could the - ignorant—Christians

4t .
ff whatever creed

sielp fighting about theipmeliglon. .Re-

Y.glon does nqt ch the mental na-
ture of man. “Whan man s a brute, his
religion is brutal” When g man’s heart
rung over with loye, hig' ‘réligion . is
kindness apd tendefnéss to the poor,
‘the frall apd” weak,. Christians, poli-
ticlans have been’ great adepts at grafi
—paying to get souls out of purgatory;
Peter’s pence-indulgences and saying
masses for the dead. A fat alderman
of Philadelphia cannot beat that. No

-| rellgion can be more perfect as a sys-

tem than Christianity. Pardon for sin!
What can vou have better than that?
The politiclans of Cincinnati ana
Washington can stand that. Pardon
for sin, forsooth! You are promisec
glory in heaven if vou believe the par-
son and the.priest. The Czar will have
u chandk for heaven; the Mikado will
spend an eternity fn hell. Ingersoll
and Paine {n Hell! All the witches in
hell! All the- good mediums in hell!
All honest and intelligent thinkers in
hell! This {8 Christianity the grandest
and the most infamoug religion on
earth. T

- Christians found their religion on the
Bible and believe that it ‘contains the
will and purposes of God. The Bible is
a’ book written by unknown men in
different ages of the world. There are
many strange superstitions in. it as

there are many strange superstitions !

in the minds of man. It is a plcture of |
many minds and ‘many times. Men |
and nations are shown to .be better
and worse. The character of the age is
seen in the thought and the purposes of
men. The laws of a,nation are the']
manifestation of the power, intelligence
and fear of the rulers. In all ages the
people have loathed .their'government
and governers; kings and. rulers” have
lived in dread of the people. -Revolu-
tion agalinst despotism' and: slavery has
been a religious crime; fidelity to ty-
rants -an amiable Christian virtue,

The great religions. of the worlg,
allke In origin and spirit, are conserv-
ative. The people are still dreaded
and feared. The doctrine of personal
freedom and equality’is pot admitted
In practice; frateraity i{s a dream; so-
clalism {8 under the bap of all religions
because the men of wealth are invested
with power and see the end of their su-
premacy in it. Jesus wabd-a.gentle so-
clalist, a fanatic of & raild type, andl
not a great thinker; not-.equal to
Plato in metaphysicd nor in morals
equal to the pagan'Sépeca., . -

Paul was a mietaphysicil, dreamer
and as mystical as Mys. Eddy. -

"A Christian writer; sayg,. that the

Christian stories we?é, the Sating sto-

rles of the com;pon‘tiépeppif> of @ose
L S e

ance the father wag-told-that his son
had taken the cash t@ the other world,
and now rejoiced in the pessession of
a-8uit of clothes addpted Yo his rank
and station on high.,. ~ " [ -~ T .
This {8 absoluteld} ‘trde; I have
given the facts and, substgnce of the
case; the medlum favolved, Is now in
splrit life, but there are’ many in Mas-
sachusetts who know, of the.case, hav-
ing been proudly tolﬂ' -of 31t "by the
father who pald the.cash his son's
ciothing; yet tre was . .an . intelligent
man, respected for his'véracity and his
business judgment, :TOf course.I never

-believed the money wént away from

earth, nor that the sfifrit had any ben-
efit from it; whethér the medlum of
tricky spirits, or both,,. deluded " the
confiding father and were responsible:
for the affair I know not, but’it was
on-a par with ‘the Christmas gifts bf

-doll and clothing of the care now un-
“der discussion.: -In:thede matters we

need sorae one to turn oh-the light, It
The Progressive Thinker can do 80, we
should all be-grateful to it and o Its
editor. .. ' - MARY:. T¢LONGLEY, - -
" Waghingtos, D. 5 A

Plrat class |

< " yquest of Prof. Loveland.

Rome began to taxe shape and have
form, .

Modern Spiritualisni exists In spite of
Christianity, and is not derived from
it nor fostered by it.

A medium s destructive to the power
of the clergy., = . :

A voice from the dead puts to silence
the voice of the pulpit,

The Christian clergyman and priests
bate 2 mediuvm. .

Trance mediums are oftenr called
“shut-eyed medlums” by the open-eye
platform agent. A term of contempt!

Spirltualism without mediume will
fall. Spiritusliem with ordained min-
isters will simply wither and rot, "It is-
the old cant. It is & fraud,

Spiritualism Is not a religlon, The
work of Spiritualism s to prove that
death does not end all, ‘and to do that,
work through mediums—not by philo-
gophical dream-spinning, nor by the
fahtastic highway of a subconsclous
ego, nor, the fandangoes of dlivine
studies, L o

Tha second class of Spiritualists are
in the order of the metaphysical. They
are a class higher than the’ religious.
They have entered upon the pathway of
reason, - They have studied the thought
and the theorles of the ancients. They
heve looked into the dreams of con-
‘sciousness to find the truth of life and
destiny. : They have seen in faculty ot
clafrvoyance the light which opens up
the roval road to truth and learning.
They despise sensuous knowleage. The
outer world is but the phantasmagoria
of seunsation. Thoughts are things;
the soul contains the real world. Mat-
ter is contemptible; the body a prigon
end time a delusion. This Is high
thought. This is ithe true gateway to
spirit perfection, to self-purity and en-
noblement. Its watchword is love; 1te
ghibboleth {s peace. Its world is with-
in the mind. It seeks purity from de-
sire. It tries to mold the passions and
emancipate the passions from evil. It
teaches that the mind ¢an become vic-
torious over matter, even can control
it and rule disorder from its sphere anda
domain. Its clalms are great, its pre-
tentions magnificent. It has the key o
life and death. It bLrings the era of
pure thought to Imperfect life. It
crowns the soul and the divine force
and master in thought and life. It
tallis of soul-development as if souls
could be grown like a plant, It
teaches that the scul is of God and @
God. It fails because it has no tacts.
I{s dreams are fascinating but logic
turns to it a scathing rebuke. The
gselence of man and organic mind puts
its fanciee into the chamber of death.

‘What is now called the New Thought
is old thought revamped—metaphysical
cchweb spinning-—pleasing illusions of
philosophy! - .

This high melaphysician despises me-
diums as belng under spirits of evil
pature and malevolent designs on mor-
tals. To be controlled by a spirit ic
the first step towards committing the
unpardonable sin. The lower hells of
spirit life are let loose on the animal
propensities of man, and he who yields
io the charming seductions of guiding
spirits i3 deceived. The consequences
of which practice will undermine the
moral habits, destroy the intellect, and
overthrow in the end the health of the
body. This thinker cries out, “Away
with trances, evil spirits, obsessions.”
Develop vour own peychic powers. Be
more spiritual. Fill your life with love.
Abgtain from anfmal® food: “Livée ‘on
frul, and destroy your coarge animal
nature. ’

Your goul will thus be pure enough to
meet your God. Depend on your intui-
{ions. Cultivate your inner self. Live
and dwell in love. Attain purity and
virtue in this way, and then your soul
can throw off its fetters and be free to
goar aloft Into transcendental realms at
will. This is the mastsry over matter
and the sensugus mindl .

This teaching is not foundad on the
vhenomena of Spiritualism, but it ie a
Spiritualism founded upon the ideals of
the mina. It can be taught as a spirit-
val philosophy, but it can have no sup-
port from.the phenomena produced by
spirits in the objective experiments
with matter and the trance-conscious-
ness. ¢
This extreme idealism existed before
Christianity, and has been the play-
ground of mystics in the romantic ages
of surerstition. It hag been - brought
into the sphere of Modern Spiritualism
by those who have been drinking at
Oriental wells of thought. It is the
old wine In new bottles.

The third class is the sclentific.
The se¢lentific Spiritualist is the man
who can demonpstrate that there s
mind in nature without brain; that is,
{hat personal consciousness can and
does exist apart from the white and
grey matter of the brain. The intelli-
gent spirit rap Is worth more than sall
{ne lucubrations of the mpystics put to-
gctheér; the palpable manifestation than
all forms of deductive 'loglc. Then it
follows as the light does the night that
the positive truth demonstrable to the
senses, Is the best proof and the logical
process for meeting the great problem
of continuous life.

Sclence propounds the direct prob-
lem, does a man live after the death of
the body? Science is not concerned
with religion. Secience is not even in-
terested in philosophy. It has only to
do with facts. Science does not ask
for the origin of substance, It does not
ask anything about final causes. It
does not Inquire into the existence of
an Infinite Intelligence. i

The sclentific Spiritualist is the real
Spiritualist, because his work is per-
manent and will last as long as the
world stands. ) The use of the deduct-
ive faculties is {o arrange the order and
the classification of sensations. Deduec-
tlons must be verified by the proofs of
experimental processes. Theories be-
:come truths when they -are demon-
strated. . T

The religloys Spiritualist builds on
faith and - feeling; - the metaphysical
Spiritualist upon subjective contempla-
tlon, but the scientific Spiritualist is
the greatest and the grandest of them
all. He has no.superstitions. His in-
tellect is logical. Nature is the subject
.of his experiment.” Christianity blocks
the way.of scientific investigation into
the . phenomena -of -Spiritualism. All
forms of religion tie the faculties of the
intelléct. ) o

By the way, the philosophy of Emer-
gson cannot be.a religion. - Pantheism’
cannot be a religion.” Theism cannot
be made the basis of & religion. The
creed of the National Spiritualists Asso-
clation does not make the basis of & re-
ligion. A mere belief in Infinite Intel-
ligence may be the basis of a philoso-
phy, but not of a religion. ~ A _religion
needs a God that can-answer prayer; a
Boverelgnty, a fountain of honor. Infi-
zite Intelligence only. describes an at-
tribute of God. This is but the charac-
ter of the entlty:” God has Infinite In-
telligence fs. nonsense-without the per-
#so,n. which is intelligent. ~ -« . =
- -Atheism cannot.be. the basis of a re-
ligion. 1t may be of @ philosophy. -
+. I'writethis article to "meet the te

‘EVER GEE THE LIKE?

[THE WORLD NEVER BEFORE SAW THE LIE
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Never before in the history of the éelves, and all we recelve for the

world have bogks been furnighed at

so LOW A PRICE as the twelve named

in our Premium List, Just think of
it, these books, neatly and substan-
tially BOUND IN CLOTH, have becen

sent out each year for 25 cents each,

less’ than actual cost to us.  All we
have realized on these twelve books
oach year from the start, after pay-
Ing postage; 1s $1.80! DID YOU
These
twelve boolks will not suffer in compar-
ison with any twelve other books of
like gize in ‘the whole range of the
LITERATURE O SPIRITUALISM
the world over, These books are from
well known authors—Hudson Tuttle,
Dr. J. M, Peebles, Mrs, Emma Har-
dinge Britten, Mrs. Horn, and others,
and constitute a library within them-

TWELVE after paylng postage, fs
ONK DOLLAR AND EIGHTY CENTS,
And now we are offering Volume 8 of
148 ENCYCLOPEDIA OF DEATH,
AND LIFE IN THE SPIRIT WORLD,
to all new subscribers who will pay
the postage thereon, 10 cents, All or.
ders for this book must be accompas
nied with a year's subscription to The
Progressive Thinker, and no . other
premium book must be ordered at the
same time, No attention will be patd
to orders that do mot contain the
year's subscription to the paper. Our
aim is to reach thousands of new snbe
seribers, but any of the thousands of
tubscribers now on the list, by ex-
tending their subscription one year,
can have the book on the same terms,
This offer expires May 1.

quired to possess some clear
standing of their relations and inter-

of matter back to the

tentment is great gain.

aptest manner.
ire is both is personal and natural.
We secure the patient’s confidence by
making him belleve we understand his
case, that we sympathize with him,
and that we can and will do the best

many within my own experience,

coming ages.
-kinnowIedge is the only savior of man-
nd. R -

1 i apxiret}iate

. MIND CAN-ASSIST MEDICINE.

“In Its Essence the Physical Factor
in Each One of Us May Well Be As-
sumed to Be Akin to the Omnipres-
ent Supreme Mind-—~A Particular
Entity Thereof, so to Speak,”

By his claim that the aim of his art

is to secure the mens sana in corpore
sano the physician is pledged to a rec-
ognition of mind and matter as the

fundamental entities, and he I8 re-
under-

actions. But neither medical educa-

tion nor clinical training, as ordina-

rily experienced, is calculated to give
the average medical man anything like

an adequate idea of the part played
{n health and disease BY THE P8Y-

CHICAL FACTOR, AND A8 A RE-

SULT WE FIND THE PROFESSION

GENERALLY UNDULY UNCON-
CERNED AND EVEN IGNORANT
AS TO ITS TRUE POSITION AND
THERAPEUTIC APPLICATION.

We are now able to iwace all forms
luminiferous
ether itself, while we find ltfe entering
at a certain stage of molecular com-
plexity—it matters little whether as
a fresh kind of movement or & new
sort of force. And it is more rational
{o place purposive, thinking mind be-
hind ipsensate mass than to regard
the psychical as progressively
evolved from the physical. Omnl-
present, supreme mind thus comes
before even iilimitable ether, and, in
ultimate ontology, idealism, the ex-
planation of everything by mind s
more probable than materialism, the
the explanation of everything by mat-
ter.

tion, out -there i8 always a psycho-
physical parallelism and realism, the
explanation of everything by mind or
matter, but neither alone is the only
hypothesis that exists for all present
conditions,

In its essence the PSYCHICAL FAC-
TOR IN EACH ONE OF U8 MAY
WELL BE ASSUMED TO BE AKIN
TO THE OMNIPRESENT, SUPREME
MIND—A PARTICULAR ENTITY
THEREOF, 80 TO SPEAK. 1t has
unquestionably some power of choice,
though its independent action seems
limited, like that of a player by his
instrument, or like the.
of the epicycle by the general sweep of
the Ptolemalc orbit. * Rightly, too, as

theology may hold. it to be uitimately

destined after trial always to choose
in harmony with the -supreme. 8till,
at present it s heir to a material in-
heritance which it cannot alter, open
to physical iunfluences which it -may
control, and operative through physi-
cal channels. And yet it

ment, regulates organs, is a final court
of appeal in many systematic disturb-
ances, and plays a fundamental part
in disease~—structural as well as func-

‘tional, physical as well as psychical.

. .The systematic utilization ot this
PSYCHICAL FACTOR IN THE MAIN-
TENANCE OF HEALTH anl in the
cure of disease constitutes mental
therapeutics. Even proverbially con-
We laugh and
grow fat, joy stimulates, fear depress-
es, worry disturbs, and fright acts
like a shock. And of necessity the
physician himself and his hygilenic,
dietetic, and medicinal assistants al-
ways exercise some psychical, over and
above the necessary physical influ-
ence. But these ordinary sporadic
and almost automatic .- attempts do
not deserve the name of mental ther-

apeutics or place this line of treat-|

ment in the unique position to which
it is rightly entitled. To do this we
have to make it our aim systematical-
ly to arouse in our patient ALL THE

POWERS OF AUTO-SUGGBESTION.
insight,

This demands a mixture of

knowledge and confidence, but no

special supernatural powers.

We have to seize the psychologleal

moment to employ the most appropri-

ate suggestion, and to apply it in the
And the best proced-

for him. If, therefrom, he can create

—as he frequently can—the certainty
of a cure, cure if possible, is at hand.
Everything else—environment and
attendants—are also to be then util-
jzed to convey not only their ordinary-
physical cargo but the special
peutic suggestions which are often of
much greater importance ard which
sometimes may deserve to be called
epecific,

thera-

To give a few illustrations out o{
may mentfon ‘the cases of a young wo-
man treated for three months for cho-

rea, yet cured by ome application of
the faradic brush; of a gir! confined
to bed for nine months and about to
.be: operated upon for tumeor of the
brain, yet walking about well within

T T e

the value of his great mlnd and logical
{eaching. I hope to see the day when
Spiritualists will seek the true medium
and follow the light which redson gives
‘on the eternal way.
‘itualism to-day needs mediums.
will conquer the world. Do not forget,
.too, much criticism of mediumship de-
troys psychic. power.
destroy the medium -submit him to
gréat doses of criticism and it will end
his powers,

The cause of Spir-
Facts

If you want to

Organizations do mot strengthen

Spiritualism;.facts alone are the power.
They are the. gilants which wrestle
with fear and doubt. They are the vie:
tors in the long and great fight with su.
perstition. The cause needs scientific
teachers, pot preachers.
before the name ‘of 'a  Spiritualist
sposker or medium carries with it an
intellectual and theological squint.

The “Rev.”

A free mind abhors isms.
: Selence is the great word for the

Igmoraoes 18 always acurse.
_ J. CLEGG WRIGHT.

But while mind may thus exist:j
alone or in some unknown combina-

movements

initiates
.change, modifies function and environ-

ey

a fortnight; of a boy sent for expert
surgicgl treatment of his paralysis,
yet walking within two days after ise-
lation and suggestion; of a girl con-
fined to her bed for over two years and
signed into the hospital as an {ncura-
ble consumptive, yet up and walking
within three months and well ever
since; and of varieus other affections
of joints, muscles, organs, and fune-
tions too numerous to mention, which
had detied long and various physical
treatment, but which ylelded almost
%]IBI?:’IEII{) ;,qo ag F.:kl’PROPRIA'I‘E COM-
PSYCHIC
PHYBICAL, CAL AND

1 quote my own experiences slmply
to illustrate the situatlon. It differs
only in its phase from the similar ex-
perlences of all others who have made
an intelligent seclenttfic application ot
the same treatment. But the recital
may have the more important effect of
directing attentfon to the number and
variety of cases In which the psychical
tactor is overlooked and in which men-
tal therapeutics is not attempted.

THE PROFESBION OWES IT TO
THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE TO
LOSE NO TIME IN PLACING MEN-
TAL THERAPEUTICS AMONG THRE
ESSENTIALS OF ITB EVERY DAY
TREATMENT.—F, W. Springthorpe,
p}:tys;lclan to the Royal Melbourne Hos-
pltal.

FREESLO0 COUPOR

This will entiils ay
ane froubled with

to recelve, by return mall, Dr, Van Vieck's
wonderful 3- Fold Trestment, which {s curing
20 many cages cousgidered {ncurable. and all
the milder Enaoku. nnd New Book, No. X
(all in plaib wrapper) on approval, Juatoht
out thia free gouyon,sign plainty b inll to
DR. VAN YLECK CO., ackson, Mich.
1 will ure above treatment, which I b
never tried, and if satisfied with the benﬂ%
recelved, will send Ooo Dollar; it not you
are Lo accept my say 80. . \
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Psychic Light,
BY MRS, DRAKE.

{mportant Addition to Our Literature.

Mrs. Maud Lord Drake hes a national -

reputation as & medium. The manites. .
lations given through her mediumship
have been most marvelous. She bas
written a book with thig title: “pgy.
CHIC LIGHT—THE CONTINUITY OF
LAW AND LIFE” It is a ponderous
volume of 600 pages. It will hold your
attention from the beginning to the
snd. It 18 choekful of stirrlng inct.
leuts. Price of this large volume, only
$L.50 postpaid.

UNCOOKED" FOODS

And How to Live on Them—With

Recipes for Wholesome
* Preparation.
Proper combinations and menus,

with the reason uncooked food is best
for the promotion of health, strength
and Vitality. By Mr. and Mrs. Eugene
Christian. Illustrated.

No one can afford to be without this
book. Any one who tries some of the
.gpecial recipes will discover that proper
preparation increases the palatability of
food. Learn how and what to cook in
order to build and retain the highest de-
gree of normal health by following the
recipes of this cook book. .

It will simplify methods of living—
help to settle the servant question and
the financial problems as well as point
the way for many to perfect health,
. Price $1.

RIGHTLIVINC

SUSAN H. WIXON,

Autbor of *Apples of Gold,” “All in @ Lifeiims
*Tho Btory Hour,” “‘Summer Days at Onsot,”
“Sunday Observance,” etc., otc.

*“Living {s an art, » method of
ooneepuom'-‘ In fact, the high fsppgl:' (’.'"!
of the arts."—Troxas STaxg Kixe,

This biok gives an sdmirable eourse of study In
nhlets’,“ aknd supplics & lexg-foit want of an em’lo-l

i::xll‘;lron, s wEll B Older persone w bt
a3 older persony whom it 34 wisely
and appropriatoly designed o inter hing
m‘l’.:l ul:hthlo ;lhlmlé::mu orest while teac
8 guthor shows & wise practicslity {n her method
ﬁwoc&mnho nciples etmcl.:’ahe flinstrates
ber mmbject with many Dbrief narratives end snec-
dotes, which render the book mors interesucg and
more easlly comprehended. It 13 capocially &
for usg in chlidren'a Iyceums, Inthe hands ef moth-
ors ng toachers {t may be mode vaty usefal. Yourg
04 old willbe benefted by it. It {5 » most exocllens
book and should be widely olrculsted. Price §1.0

A Stady of

Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

By Lflian Whiting,

Author of “The Worid Beautitul,” "“Kate F{eld.'

“After Her Death,” “From Dreamisnd Sent,” eta,

With- portralt, 0. Cloth, gliit. Price ¢1,25. The

writer of this “‘8tudy of Ellzabeth Barrctt Brownlng®

l“n;} t]l}mw‘n the book into five chapters, with sub-tities
ollows:

LIVING WITH VISIONS. *“SummerSnow of Apple
%lonoml;" Music-Flow of Pindar; Friends in the

BSCLD, .

LOVES QF THE POKTS. The Preggured Friendy
Vita Nouva; “One Day, My Siren.'

IN THAT REW WORLD. Plsa and Pootry; In Casa
Quidl; Floresting Daya; Walter Savage Landor.

ART AND ITALY. Individuslity of Charscter; The
Clasped Hande; KEste Fleld's Records; Mre.

"~ Browning's Death.

LILIES OF FLORENCE. - Poctic Rank: Spiritoal
Lawp; Modern Scientific Thoughts The Consiaar
stion of Genlus, B

. For Balo ot this offiea. . : r

THUMBSCREW AND RACK.

Torture implements employed {n the 15th and

Mth centuries for the Jmmnmsuon of Chris. . .
ga.n!ty.wim fctorinl fllustrations. By Gocrge .

onald. Price, 10 ceats. .
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1 As an English Journal Saw It.

he Under the head of “Ignorance of the
Future Life,” the London. Spectator,
an !nglish secular journal whose be-
girning dates back to ‘''Ye Olden
Tine,” discourgses thusly, glving a
v’ 'y discouraging outlook for the:
C ristian church which disearded and
r' llculed the only evidence vouch-
sufed the world proving an immortal
life. It ig the position long main-
tained in these columns, in regard to.
the church, and one which is sus-
tained by the historic past. The fact
that ‘‘there s no death” was a shrewd
guess by the anclents, without any
real base on which to build:

“We know nothing whatever about
the next world,’”” says the Spectator.
“IJven those who accept the Christlan
revelation most heartily and most
completely must admit with St. Jobhn,
s that ‘it doth -not yet appear what we
shall be.” Christ taught, and His dis-

. ciples believed, that the: soul of man
is eternal and-does nofydie with the
body. St. Paul summed up OChrist'’s
s teaching on the subject of immortality
: when he seld that He had ‘abolished
death. Against this ignorance man
S has forever chafed. Upon the dark
background of the future the relig-
ious imagination, helped by the inner
light of conscience, throws beautiful
and terrible pictures. But with each
succeeding age the pictures dissolve
and change. Knowledge canpot
2. pierce the visible darkness which di-
o vides this world from the next. As
the years go on we gain wisdom, but
not certainty:

“Wisdom that, becoming wise, meant
making slow and sure advance,

¥rom a knowledge proved in error ac-
knowledged ignorance.

“All popular ideas of heaven or hell
o, are just now fading away. The con-
o ventional heavep failed to satisfy the
aspirations of man, and all concep-
tions of the everlasting tortures of the
damned fade before a new consistepcy
o of thought which cannot reconcile
eternal punishment with ‘the knowl-
edge and love of God.

“Qur forefathers looked forward in
some moods lo everlasting rest and
never-ending worship, in others to a
happy and presperous life in a per-
fectly governed amd perfectly healthy
city. At times, inspired by the love
of nature, they Christianized the clas-
siec picture of the Blysfan flelds. To-
day the normal man does not desire
rest, when he asks himself what life
he would choose. Rest suggests
death, and we desire more abundant
life. To most healthy bodies and
healthy minds effort is In itself de-
lightful. If men do not need to make
an effort for their living, they will do
tt for their pleasure. Successful effort
brings more happiness than anything
else, taking life as a whole. The
thought of everlasting worship satis-
fies fewer and fewer people to-day.
It belongs to an age whenmen taought
of God as a kind of king, who took
perpetual pleasure i homage. We
still sing of ‘sweet fields beyond .the
swelling flood,” and find refreshment
in the thought, bBut no one desirés to
live foréver wandering amid the beau-
ties of nature. The thought of an
tdeal civic life is still attractive, but
the heavenly Jerusalem brings thought
‘of Utopia now rather than of the ever-
lasting. .

“We still pray against ‘everlasting
damnation,” and desire to get rid of
the worm of remorse that dieth not,
but our prayers, however earnest, no
longer bring vislons of the burning
pit.. Such visions would be called up
nowadays rather by the ‘Divine Com-
edy’ than by the chureli service.
Other hopes charm us to-day and
other fears restrain. - These, again,
will change their form in the next gen-
pration.. The conditions of this life
. .alter, and, consequently, the concep-

tions. of that life to which we instinct-
{vely Iook for consolation a explana-
tion; reward and retributibn change
~algo.  Nevertheless, these plous opin-
jons of the past, the outcome as they”
are of g spiritual pre-occupation more
concerted than anything of which the
present age I8 capable, are not with-
out their value. Imaginary they may
have been, hut—

u 'God fgalso in sleep, and dreams ad-

vise,
,Which he hath.sent propitious, some
) great good preéaging.
- “We smile reverentlv as we  look
. back. Crowns and cliles, feasts and
gweet fields all melt away together.”
Thus & gloorm‘ picture of the: reﬁg-
fon of faith and hate. While its pass-

can.all rest sacurely in tha revelstdops

the spirit world hag made ta mortals,,
'a revelation made none too soon for a.
despairing world, .

iA Yew Pages From History, Lest We:

- Forget.
i At the time the Amevican Constitu-
‘lion wns  establighed thé African

Slave Trade was in full force. White
and professed Chrigtians incited negro;
tribes in Africa to engage in wur,
then bought the captives ‘taken on
elther gide, men, women and children.
These were manacled together in long
rows; were driven to the coast, placed
‘on shipboard, confined in the hold of
the vessel, the air was shut out, and
nearly starved during « then three
months’ voyage across the Atlantie, to
a Christian slave market. Asa com-
' promise between the North and South
this traffic in stealing . human fHesh:
and blood and transporting 1t to
America was not to be prohlblted un-
til. 1808,

The inerrant Bible, which we have
heard preachers declare time and time:
again in the sacred desk, 1s. every
"word true,-for it éume trom God bhim-
gelf.”

‘Well, here'is that word, everywhere
recelved by Christians as divine. See
Leviticus 26: 44, 46:

‘“‘Both thy bondmen cnd thy bond-
maids, which thou shalt have shall be
of the heathen that are round about
you; of them shal]l ye buy bondmen
and bondmalds. Moreover, of the
children of the: strangers that do. so-
journ among you, of them shall vye
buy, and of thejr famities that are
with. you, which they begat In your
land;. and they shall be your posses-
sjor.  And ye shall take them as an
inheritance for your children after
you, to inherit them for a possession;
they shall be your bondmen, FOR-
RVER 17

Thus spake the Lord unto Moses. on
Mount Sfnal, verse 1.

The déar Jesus was too much occu-
pled in pronouncing woee on the Phar-
lgees to reverse this authority, but
tha goad Paul and his agsoclate apos-
tles to the front:

“Let ag many servante ag are under
the yoke count their own mastera as
worthy of all honor.”—I. Tim. 6:1.

“Exhort servants to be ohedient to
their own masters,”—Titus 2:9,

‘‘Servants, be cbedient to them that

‘are your masters according to the

fiesh, with fear
Epheslans 6:6.

‘‘Sarvants, be subject to your mas-
ters with all fear; not only to. the
‘good and gentle, but.also to the fro-
ward.—I1. Peter 2:18.

American churches of all denomina-
tions for a time sustained the ac-

gnd trembling.” —

cursed institution; bhut  divisions
arose; the churches in the slave
states universally championed the

Bible, holding slaves as chattels on
the same footing with the brutes of
the field, buying, selling, breeding as
they.

The agitation get on foot by so-
called Infideis in the North, was first
met by brick-bats, tar and feathers
and like instrumentalities common to
Christians. . The division between
North and South on the slave ques-
tionr widened. - They of Southern
churches denominated their brethren
of the North Infidels, because they dis-
carded God’'s: holy word. - A person
entering the South and expressing an-
tagonism to- slavery was mobbed, and
frequently murdered because he re-
jected the plain teachinyg of the Bible,
hence he had no rlghts the believer
was bound to respect.

In due time the great question en-
tered polities. Partles were divided
along these lines. The anti-slavery
element, discarding Bible teaching,
uniting with freedom-loving Chris-
tians, became the strongest and elect-
ed one of the hated Infidels president.

The South rebelled. A fratricidal
war followed. Countless thousands
went down in blood. Cities were de-
stroyed; billlons of treasure were
wasted; whole districts were depopu-
lated; the agony was seen and the
groans were heard everywhere as the
fathers, sons and protecrors of fami-
lies fell on the field of strife. .

When both parties were nearly ex-
hausted they who 1ejected Bible
teaching as regards slsvery, were de-
clared victors. A patched up peace
followed; fhen came the struggle to
reinstate the arts of peace and good
fallowship.

But go wher2 we may the empty
sleeve and leg greets us. Cripples
everywhere, and every cemetery is
filled with victims who fell in the con-
test. Forty years have passed; and,
as we write, Congress ig acting on an
appropriation of upwards df $140,-
000,000, as pensions for the ensuing
year = to some 900,000 destitute
soldiers who were wrecked in the ter-
rible strife. Multiply this large
amount, wrested from the hands of
toil and wealth, and appropriated
each vear since peace was declared to
the sarviving soldiers. Count up the
misery entatled on the South; their
pecuniary losses and thewr sacrifices;
and add this to a like accounting in
the North; then take cognizance of all
the treasure that is to be expended
for pensions before tne last victim
expires, and the total forms a sum it
will require 8 profourd mathemati-
cian to enumerate.

But all this gigantic expense of
treasure, groans and blood is scarcely
a drop in the great sea, compared with
that mighty whole which that damp-
able text, a ‘“Thus saith the Lord,”
claimed to have been proclaimed on
Sinal, 3,369 years ago, amid the
thunders and the‘lighinings of Om-
nipotence, has caused the oppressed
of our race,

They who have tears should not
withhold them as they recall these
devilish outrages parpetrated on hu-
manity in consequence of the cited
passages of the Bible, libelously ac-
credited to. the mighty ‘Ruler of the
universe. Every Christlan should go
down on his knees, weop great scald-
ing tears, and beg pardon for having
blasphemed God’s holy name for be-
lieving for one moment he could be
goilty of such an atroclous wrong.
against the creatures of his creation.
They should not rest night or d4y un-
tit the foul staln, & dblot in fact, shonld
be eliminated from the hook..

In Java grows the Upas tree, whose
exhalations for two centuries were re-
puted to destroy ail life which reposed
under its hoxious shade. ¥lowers may
have bloomed there in great \profu-
sfon; but if so he who Sstooped to
gather the would have inhaled the
deadly carbonic acid uag, and fell
upon them. - So the Bible may contaln
gems of thought of ‘great .moral
worth; but to believe the book df-
vine in which they are stored, is to be-
lieve so much that is false that It is
better- to ignare the whole and cease
gending it to an uncultared people,
who-are as lable to receive the evil as

the good.

Ing: Will'ba weleomisd by many, they|:

‘self,
.bee, a materlalizing - medium, now

- Petroit, Mich,
Ists of that Slate are measurably re-

IN A GI:OOMY PR'IBON,

We olways hive a deop mympathy |
“Sor wnvlmtS-—-thoae confined n prison

walls, for many times the erime for
which they are sent behind the bars,
was the divact OUTGB,O_W'I‘H or |
CONDITIONS that are as humupentable {
almost as the violatlon of the law it~
Take the caso of John I May-

serving a te*'m in the Work House at
The gullible Spiritual-

sponsible for his crime., Dressed as

‘he was in artificial toggery, they have

for & long time heen willing to receive
him as a “spirit,” and :thus encour-

' aged. in his nefarlous work, he felt as
 If exposure were impossible—at Ieast
the |

fmprobable, Finally, however,
awakening.came on the part of the
sitters—-his paraphernalin. was' cap- |
tured, and now he is paying the pen-
alty of his evime. Me coyld have |
been saved from_ thls  incarceration,
had gome kind friend ‘grabbed the
“gpirit wig” years ago, and glven him
to understand, that he -must stop his
deception at once..

Mr. Maybee can now- hjnve tlme to
reflect on the course he hns pursued,
and perbaps. he deeply regrets, that |
others who -arve practicing along the
same lines, are not. keeping him com-
pany., He is only one member of a
large gang now engaged in manufac-
turing bogus spirits. Through the
course pursued by 'The Pxogressive
Thinker, Spiritualists aré' gradually
awankening to the true status of our
cause, and ¥T IS ADVANCING TO A
HIGHER PLANE ALL ALONG THE
LINE.

The Sunrise Kingdom.

Hon. Wm, J. Bryan, traveling

Japan, and corresponding for
great dailies, in a late paper,

in
the.
men-

tloning the religions of Japan, relates®

the fact that Christianjty was intro-
duced to them gome two and a halt
centuries ago hy Catholic missionaries
from Spain and Portugal; that the
country was shut up against foreign-
erg in consequence, and no citizen ot
Japap was permitted to go abroad un-
til recent times. They even prohib-
ited the building of other than small
sail vessels In their desire to avold in-
tercourse with Western barbarians.

Bince the treaty made in 1863 with

#he United States, Mr. Bryan in sub-
stance says: “The army and navy
have been reconstructed on Eurepean
models, and a public school system,
largely ke that in the United States,
has been established.”

Buddhism and Ancestor worship
are the prevalling religions in Japan.
Christianity seems to meat with but
little favor. The progress Buddhism
has made during the last dozen years
in ingratlateing itself into American
favor, if continued with equal pace
for a hundred years, will mightily rev-
olutionize public thought in this coun-
try, and Buddhism will be as likely
to gain a permanent .footing here as
Chrlstlanity will in Japan.

Because of the late contest with
Russia the love of the Japanese for
Christianity has not been increased.

Inciters of Disorder.

The Chinese minister to Germany 18
reported to have said a few days -ago
al Berlin, while talking about the Jis-
turbed condition of his.country:-

‘““The missionaries cause hatred of
foreigners by their taciless proselyt-
ing, and by the fighting between
Protestants and Catholics.”

In our own country we often wit-
ness confliets which would lead to se-
rious results were it no: for the pow-
erful police force In the great cities.
If a Protestant exposes the practices
of priests in the nunneries or the con-
fessionals the chances are ten to one
a riot will ensue. The mother church
is unwilling the doings of the priest-
hood shall be publicly related. The
members of the church are as excit-
able as were the slaveholders and
their sympathizers % antebellum
times.

‘Would it not be proper, indeed, is it
not the duty of our government to
withdraw protection from the dis-
turbers of public tranquillity who go
abroad on prosgelyting tours, knowing
that discord and collis;ons must en-
sue? Ezxpeditions to overthrow gov-
ernments are met with {he strong arm
of the nation to arrest tie belligerents
and stay their power to wrong coun-
tries with which we are at peace.
Should it do less than inform mission-
aries, without regard to their creed,
that they bave no righc to protection
from us when abroad on such expedi-
tions, and that they must take the con-
sequences of their own unwise acts?

A Monument for Dr. Slade.

No! a thousand times no! when
there are hundreds of mediums now
living who have reflected more light,
niore beauty, more grandeur.om the
world than he ever did. He will live
grandly in history (his faults buried)
in connection with a few striking man-
ifestations of his mediumship, and
that will constitute as impressive a
monument as the man deserves.

These remarks-are called forth by a
movement on foot to etect a monu-
ment over his grave.
ter by far to appropriate any money
that could be raised forrthat purpose, |
to properly caring for indigent me-
diums. For many years, he was In
extremely -destitute ecircumstances, |
and as a. spirit, he would not care to
have an imposing monument erected
over his grave. The N. 8. A. de-
serves great praise for its care of him
in his old age. It is doing a grand
work in that direction. - Let history
alone perpetuate the memory of Dr.
Silade; that is sufiicient. ,

BOOK REVIEW,

Metamorphose—Involving Regener-
ation of Indlvidual and Race, and
alsa the Solution ol the great Prob-
lem of Poverty. By Otlando K. Fitz-
simmons. ,§2. The-Progress 'Pub-
lishing Company._/(}meagu and Buf-
falo

“A book of the earnmest,” strenuous
sort, written with a purpose, to show
the evils that affiict society financially,
etc., and the necessity of effecting re-
formatary ehanges in the interest ot ]
the people.

. “Tha Jesuits.” By Rev. B.F. Austin,
A M,B D An exceuent pamphiet.
Prlce, 15 cents.

Public gentiment powertuuy restmms
men from doing wrong; but-whén they
have done wrong, gets itself as power—
fully against them~Beecher: -
© We want fewert things to- Hveinporv
erty with satisfaction-than:to live mag-

nificently with riches.—StEviemond. -

-and those‘dibuym

1t would be bet- |

’l‘he Amex lcqn Soc&ew lor !’sychlcu!
SHORdgeurelh. -

Ta the WHGOFIS-T atn Just i res
ceipt of théspollowlg letter from Prof.
Hyslop, givige thyglad announcement |
: that. the ple ges gecured now amount,
‘to the §25,

- ¥ have a¥ lu

sired;
becelved pledyes for

the §25,00¢ whitly I have been seel- |’

ing, and all pledges now become due,
My plan is,to gke contributors to
this fund emb?"l‘ of the American
Soclety tor° Psyel ﬂcul Research to the
extent of their tontributions. Those

paying $3 ayill be cnrolled as Assocls |-

ates; thos

I’&Yﬂlh $10 as Members,

25 as  Fellows,

These ar memberships.

ar h{l(ll

'1‘hose paying $100 become life memr |

| hers. I. K, FUNK,
44 Fast #zm Stuet, New York,

We aro giad that at last ample
funds have been raised to establish on
an enduring basis the  AMERICAN

| SOCIETY FOR, PSYCHICAL RE:

 SFARCH.. 'With such men. as Prof.
Hyslop and Ly, I, X, Funk as mem-

bers it certnlnly will become a promi-
nent teutulo in connection with Spirlt-
 ualism,’ investigutlng every phase of
the phenomeny in'a manner that will
attract the attention of the whole civs’
ilized world, "The very fact that so
‘many materimlizing mediums of late
have heen detected in the perpetvation
of the grossest,und most cruel frauds,

_wilk canse every Spivitualist to re-

joice that the AMERICAN SOCIETY
FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH has at
last. been organized .on a substantial
foyndation. = It will prove of inesti-
mable value to our Cause.

Prolific Source Ql COhristian Sects, .
. The !ollowmg brief. quotation from.
the American 9dltlon of “Smith's Dic-
tionary of the Bible,’” revised and ed-
ited by Prof. H. B Hackett, and pub-
‘lished by Houghton, Mifiin & Co., Vol.
3, p. 2401, first colums, near the foot,
fs worth reading. The writer was
discoursing on the “Value of Paul's
Hpistles’: .

“They [Paul’s Lpistles] have been
a most copious fountain of false doc-
trine. ' There has pever been a heresy.
80 absurd, or a vagary sv wild, as not
to resort for its proof texts chiefly, to
this portion of the sacred volume.”

Paul’s Epistles constitute a little

more than one-fourth of the New Tes- |

tament, and .this. g the character a
Christian teacher in en American
University = gives this production
which Husebius, the oldest ecclesias-
tical historian says:

“It is highly ‘probable- * * the very
gospels and writings of the apostles,.
and probably.soyme expositions of the.
ancient prophets, such as are con-

‘tained in the Epfstle to the Hebrews

and many®bther of St. Paul's Bpis-
tles,” wenévin the hands of the . Es-

senes and;Therapeutae, sects in oxist-

ence long, before,
‘and of wlom
who was

the birth of Jesus,
,hllo the Jew wrote,
rn before our era. '

o ¢ .

Otigin of Language.

Prof. Quackernboss, in whose most
excellent itreatise on “‘Composition
and Rhetoric,” im his chapter on the
*Qrigin of) Spoken Language,’” says:

“Langupge is, beyond doubt, a di-
vine instifution, inventcd by the De-
ity, and by him made known to the
human rabe** *“eripture informs us

thati tliis: "medns of  communivation

was employed by the first man and
woman, a8 well, as their immediate
descendants; " ind we are hence
forced to the concluston it was the
result of a direct revelution from.en
high.”

The vocabulary of our first parents
must have been very large, if we ac-
cept the Professor's idea, ‘‘for the
Lord God brought every beast of the
field and every fowl of the air to
Adam who named them.”

But the idea “forced” on the au-
thor is senseless. We see in the new-
born infant of all races the first ex-
pression of language mm a cyy- ~The
laugh follows to express Dpleasure.
Love and hate soon find:expression.
And thus, through eslow and easy
stages, during éountless millions of
years, language, as variant as human
needs, was developed. .

Prof, Quackenboss, thirty years
ago, td galn a sale for his book, was
“forced to take the narrow position
he did of the origin of language; but
that “force’” has not the power to-
day it had then.

Every animal has a language pecul-
far to its species. The *ki-yl” of the

dog, the “hleat” of the calf, the
“ba-a” of the sheep, the “wild
scream’” of the Lird, or Iits gentle

*chirp,” each is heard and is under-
stood by its mate,

Man, with his genius, has out-
stripped these methods of the lower
forms of 1ife; but he has been mill-
fons .of years doing it, and has not
yet got through.

Information Wanted. .

That good Christian authority, Jo-
sephus, Book xix, chap. 8, sec. 2, says,
Agrippa, near the close of his reign,

“Saw an owl sitting on a certain
rope over his head, and immediately
understood that this bird was the
messenger of {ll tidings,.as it had
once been the -messenger of good tid-
ings.”

Eugeblus, in His Eccleslastlca] His-
tory, chab. ix, hoek 1. ‘citing this same
event, says:

“‘He saw an angel sitting above his
head. Thfs he siw was the cause of
cevils”  3nc q

The clergy tellius this angel, or owl
is’ identical: witlt “The angel of the
Lord” which “smate . Herod,” other-
wise knowgoas Agrippa, Actg 12: 23,

Now what TheProgressive Thinker
desires to know is: Do the “angels of
the-Lord” sometimes disguise them-
selves as owls? and are they in such
disgulse when otmg their infernal
“to who, foiwho?* on dark nights
when the mthfulmre abroad on mis-
stons of mgroy?hHnOr.is it the other
fellow they are affer?.

'mE ARCANA OF- SP]:BITUALIBM.

. R . TR SN
It Reeelvesmeml!eﬂted Acknowiedg-
. “ment.

Judge W.- Grablachoﬂ. ot the Cir-
cuit, Court, Sophia,.. Bulgaria, .
“In reading several ‘hooks on Spirit-
ualism, I found The Arcana of Spirit-

ualism the best without comparison ot §

all T had seen-n this line of literature:
It ‘made me perfectly . patisfied - and
happy.  We use It as a reading ana
text bhook in -dur splritual soclety in
Sophia.” ; A,

- Let none or Yo treat his: brother in:
a way¥ he Mmgelf, Jywould: dxsﬁke -to' be
treated. -—-Kio’nnmmedan.

 jects, lustrating botany,
BRys: |

¥eb. 24, 1906,

e ——

A VERY: BX’BRAORDINARY BOY.

‘He Seems to Talk - With Animuls-——lle
Is Clairuudleit and Some Mischiev-
ous Bpirlt Is Bthreing Things, and
Creutlng Great Exciteinent by Ap-
parently Making the Animals
Speak-—To Say the Least It Is a

. Most Remarkable Phenomenon and
Will Exeite the .Attention of the
Whole Occult World.

Perhaps the strangest case of com-
munication’ dnd- understanding be-
tween man and animals evey investi-
gated by scientists has come to light
in eastern Alabama—in the section of
cotton country between Weédowee and
Roekdale. The - astoupding reports
of the case have startled the students
of psychology and the possibility of
the establishment of complete under-
standing between man and the lower
animalg is suggested by .the facts of
the case.

Howard Erwin, a six-year-old hoy,
is reported by competent authority,
and the reports are substantiated
wholly or in part by the investigations
 1ecently conducted, to be able to
converse with, to understand, and to
make himself understood peri’ectly by
animals of all kinds. By some myste-
rious power—not yet understood and
not understood at all by himselt, this
boy otherwise a perfectly healthy and
‘normal lad, holds long talks with
cows, with mules, with dogs, horses,
sheep, cats—even with the barnyard
fowls-—and he understands and re-
ports to his father or the others just
what the animals want, all their
grievances, their sicknesses, and their
wants.

Acts as Their Interpreter.

How he does it the hoy does not
know. The power, 1t seems, was born
in him. While fond of animals he
seems not to be more 8o than any
healthy child, nor do they seem espe-
clally attached to him, with the excep-
tion of Trace, his old coon dog, and
the relation he appears to bear to
them is simply that of a friendly trans-
lator—or intermediary between them
and their masters.

Nor has any one yet been able to
discover whether it is by spoken lan-
guage or by some mystic transference
of thoughts that they understand each
other. It i8 known that when he ia
near an animal they both make sounds
occasionally, but he speaks nothing
that any one can understand nor does
the alleged language sound in any way
connected or to have any mieaning
whatever.

The discovery that the child 1s pos-
sesged of a strange power has thrown
a vell of mysticism and superstition

and watch him with a strange mixture
ol fear and admiration.

And algo within the last g&ix months
It has been obgerved that his power of
communicating with the beasts of the
fleld appears to be waning—and
those who have studied the case de-
clare that within a few years tie
strange power will vanish entirely.

Could Read Minds of Humans.

‘When the child was just heginning
to toddle around the house it was no-

around him. The negroes avoid him

ticed that he was not - the ' same- - as
other children when he was in the
presence of human beings. He was
tremely intelligent from the: time he
first began to notice thinge—and he
read the minds of his mother and
father and his slster Lizzie before he
could tglk. The mother, who worlked
hard, had little time to spend with
him {n play-and his. companions were
his. sister, thres years older than he,
and ‘Trace, the coon dog. The mother
noticed first that she did not have to
speak to her child when she wanted
him to do something. Often, she
says, she started to tell him it was
time.to take a nap—and, before she
could spealk, he either cried in protest
against being put to bed, or, toddled
towards the trundle bed and rolled
into it:

She is not a particularly bright wo-
man, nor yet one of much edueation,
although she can read and write, but
even she puzzled her brain about the
- c¢hild. And, when he learned to talk,
she noticed it still more.

Dog Tells Him the Truth.

One evening she and her husband
were sitting with the children on the
porch of thelr litile home, when How-
ard, who had been stretched qut on
the fioor, with his head on the dog's
body, wabbled to his feet and sald:
“Maw, Trace says the mule i8 in the
corn patch.”

“What will that child say next?”
asked Mrs. Erwin. ‘'‘He’s all the time
telling me what the dog says, or what
the pigs told him. I never saw such
a child. He maust be crazy.”

Half an hour later the mule
found in the corn patch.

“l reckon the dog told the kiddie
the truth,” remarked the father when
he came back. "I reckon I ought to
have gone out then. Shouldn't be sur-
prll?ed it old Jem had foundered ber-
gelf.”

After that the child’s strange power
was watched with the greatest inter-
est and with increasing amazement.
The negroes vowed he had second
sight.

At times the child would get up as
if be had been called and trot out
through the yard and into the barn et
—to some animal. Then he would
come back and report. He always
usged the expression, ‘The horse says,”
or “the dog told me,” or '‘the hens
say,” Just as if he had been talking
with them.

Told by Mule of Its Injury.

One evening his father, tired from
the day’s work, was lying on the
grass, when Howard came trotting in
from the barn.

“Paw,” he said, ‘‘Jem told me her
knee hurt her. She says she sprained
it plowing to-day.”

“I rackan that mule - lied to you,
son,” remarked his father. ‘1 reckon
she's jes’ powerful luzy and don’t want
to work to-morrow.’

“She 8ays she can’t work to-mor-
row,” said the hoy. “Her leg is so
sore she can't hardly touch it to the
ground.” )

“Ireckon she’s Jjust telling you
that so’s you'll.tell me," remarked the
father. R

The next day Jem was put to ;work,

was

-Hﬁ: l@mﬂ@m on the Mﬁm@mﬂom

hut before noon her leg wag.so swollen.
that Brwin was forced to abandon his

Dlowing and bring the suffering ani-

malinto the barn. And for weels shg

was unable to work.

“I don't understand it,” remarked ,
the man. “There wasn’t a mark or a
swelling on her, for I examined her
clpsely before taking her out to
work,”

Persuades Dog to Cease Killing Sheep,

“Maw,” sald Howard anotper day,
“Trace gays he had a fine time killing
sheep the other night.”

“Ligsten to the boy,”
mother. *“The idea of Trace Jdlling
sheep. Why, there ain’t any gheep
around here, except Mr. Tomljnson’s,
and none of them has been killed.”-

“*Well,”” argued the boy, '‘he says
him and the Norton dog killed two
sheep in Mr. Tomlinson’s back pase
ture,”

And the next day the carcasses of
two sheep were found in the bushes at
the edge of the pasture.

“You'd better tell Trace he'll be
killed if he does that any more,” sald
the father.

Shortly afterward Howard reported
that Trace had promised never to kill
sheep auny more—and, so far as s
known, he never has, although the
Norton dog was caught and killed &
few weeks afterward while eating the
body of a sheep.

Bull Explains Cause of Madness.

When the child was five years old
his power seemed at its greatest. He
was sent for by planters tfrom all the
country around when valuable animals
got sick. He would walk to the side
of the sick animal, slowly stroke its
head with his hand—and then come
away and tell exactly what the matter
was. Once, when Maj. Pettit’s Dur-
ham bull got wild, refused to permit
any one te come near it, and raved
around 1its pasture lot as if mad, tho
boy calmly walked up to it, and, after
a time, came away and reported.

“The bull says that there is some-
thing hurting its foot and that the
pain is making it mad.”

The negroes, under orders, Iassoed
the bull, and a wire nail was tound
sticking in the cleft of its front foot,
rusting while the wound festered. He
reported that a valuable horse belong-~
ing to Gen. Dunston, merely had the
toothache, after veterinarians had
tried in vain to cure it—and, when the
tooth was removed the horse got well.

He told what the pet rabbits said, he
even talked with the pigs, and in time,
as the facts became known, he was re-
garded with superstitious awe. The
animals reemed to kunow by instinet
that he understood them and even the
wild rabbits and the ’possums would
come to him, and the wila birds did
not seem a bit afraid of him. Often
when he sat in the front yard in front
of the house he would be surrounded
by a flock of birds.

The facts reached Prof. Shaw, who
investigated and reported that the
child seemed possessed of a strange
and peculiar power—which gradually
was dying out. Without drawing any
definite conclusions he reported . the
facts of the case as they were reported
to him.—Chicago Tribune.
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said the

Splrltuahsts

go February

’I‘uesday Evenlng

Overture—-Orchestra.
Congregational singing.
Address—Can Any Good Come
of Hydesvillo—NRev. B. F. Austin.
Song-~For All Eternity—MissTher-
esa Adams. Violin obligato, Mr. Jos.
Singer.
Messages—Mrs. Georgia .G. Cooley..
Cello solo—Mr. Paul Schoessling.
Informal reception to visiting work-
ers and social reunion.

Out

Wednesday Morning,
10 a. m.—Annual business meeting
of the Illinois State Association, in the
Blue Parlor, .

Wednesday Afternoon.

Overture—Orchestra.
Congregational singing.

~—Mr. Wm. V. Nicum.

Song—8ing Me to Sleep—Mrs. C. G.
Pierce.. Violin obligato, Mr. Joseph
Singer.

Hugh S. Fraser.
Violin duet-—J. and W. Singer.
Messages—Mrs. Grace Aitken, Mrs.
Barbara Hilbert and

Wednesday Evening,

Overture—Orchestra.

Congregational singing.

Address—-The Next
Elizabeth Harlow.

Violin solo—Miss Lida Hatch.

Address—Weak and Strong Points

Step—DMiss

A GREAT ATTRACTION FOR LILY
DALE

A Scientific Display That Will Aston-
ish the Visitors.

Visitors to the City of Light Assem-~
bly, Lily Dale, N. Y., are to enjoy a
rare treat this summer. Professor
E. B. Swift will give two grand scien-
tific {llustrated lectures on August 14
and 16.. There will be fine spectacu-
lar displays.of the Binocular Cosmo-
seope, Projecting Microscope and Tel-
escopa.

In place of the mlrmr used in all

| eompound microscopes, a few drops of
water burn upon & crayon of lime,
giving an intense light, collected and
eoncentrated by large lenses upon the
'objects, enlarged 5,000, 000 times.
. This I8 something entirely new and
1intensely interesting, showing drops
‘of yvater, living insects, crystals, jas-
' per, oak and many rare instructive ob-
chemistry,
-physiology and geology.

There wnl be rare views of hello-
types from.the~ world’s greatest ob-

‘servatorles, ‘showing eclipses,

:concluding with - lovely. dissolving

-I vlews of thé world’s greatest paint-
“liings; statuary and art treasufes, mum-1|.

imies, and--an immense collection of

I
Address—The Uplift of bpiritualism

Address—Bible Phenomena — Mr.

hydro-|.
‘gen fames, milky way; also,views of |.
ihuge. fissnres and vast plains in the |
. moon seemingly but a few miles away,

‘curiveities neyer extdbiiod before: ’

Mldwmter Mass Meeting of the lllmms State

Assoclatmn

Wll] Convene at Handel Hall 40 Randolph bt Chlca-

20 21 and 22

PROGRA MME

-of Splrltualism——Rev 'I"homas (xrlm-
. shaw, . e
Song—Happy Days-—Mrs (, “C.
Pietce. -

Messages—Dr C. A Burgess, Mrs
C: Kirchner, Mr. Hugh S. Fraser.

Thursday Mornlhg.

10 a.'m.—General conference: Me-
diumship Mental and Physical—Their
Present Status. and Future Possibili-
ties.~ Opened by Mr. Max Gentzke.

Thursday Afternoon.

Overture—Orchestra.

Congregational singing.

‘Address-—Thought Power and How
to Use It-—Rev. B. F. Austin.

Cornet solo—Mr. Ray Moffatt.

Address—Relation of Spiritualism
to Christianity—Miss Klizabeth Har-

ow.
Harp solo—-Mr. Walfried Singer.
Messages—Mrs, H. L. Lichtig, Mrs.
C. Schwahn, Mrs. M. A. Burland.

Thursday Evening.

Overture—Orchestra.

Congregational singing.

Address—The Spiritual Outlook and
Foregleams for the Coming Year—
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond.

Harp solo—Mr. Walfried Singer.

Address-—Spirit Communion and
What It Implies—Rev. Thomas Grim-
shaw.

Song-—Mr. Arthur Hooper.

Messages—Mrs. Isa Cleveland Mrs.
Georgla G. Cooley.
Dismissal.

Prolessor Josoph Singer has charge of the musical part of the program.

Spirit Power Did It.

I have worn an aluminum hair pin
for four years; my hair is never
dressed without {t. This morning
when 1 arose I removed it, lald it on
my dresser as is my custom (I am a
person of habit), but when I had
brushed and combed my hair and
made the usual French twist, the an-
cient and beloved hair pln was not to
be found.”

I knew I bad removed it from my
unkempt hair. Iknew 1 had not
stirred from the dresser upon which
I had laid it, but thorough search
iatled to reveal the hair pin,

I s2called that before I owned it, it
had been the property of one now
three-years In the *“border land,” and
that the anniversary of her birth was
near at hand. Was she testing my
fidelity to her and to law? No an-
swer, and sti]l no hasir pin. I was
compelled to use a ciumsy make-shift
to hold my twist in place.

Two hours later, an artist friend go-
ipg into my room found the pin sus-
pended from some lace that hung over
a plcture that was- on the dresser.
How it came there, I have no means of
knowling. B. S

Chicago,’ Il

That psalm-singer who dsily prates’

a prayer in the Senate at $6 & pray,

‘ought to be placed in & dime museum,

‘He's & freak—San Franeisco Star.
- Nature propeses to’herself no aim o
her operations, snd all final causes are.

‘) but. pure-fictions™- imagiued-hy men.—-
Spinoza.. :

.-l ment,

THE VETERAN WORKER.

Items From Meu(hllle. Pa.—A. (‘: +,

Another -trip. to Meadville, on m
birthday, (Feb. 11). and I enjoyed a
good ‘dinner. and pleasant. visit . with
Lynn ‘Hollman and wife, and their
.charming six-year-old daughter, whose

/

bright face.is' a promise for the fu-
ture. . 1 had. a splendid audience in
the ‘evening—about three times as

‘many; I think, as at my former visit,
(and we: called that a fine audience), i
‘and the ‘most perfect attention f
throughout. ) |
- .There -appears to be a lively inter+ °
est [in Spirftualism In Meadville, and
an. uplooking = intellectualism that
glives a wholesome trend to the move- .

Brother Kincaid, treasurer, made

| some inspiring comments at the close

of the lecture, and anrounced meet-
Ings for home talent and thought ex-
change, to keep the people in touch,
the social interest alive and improve
the mind; and A. B. Gaston made in-
teresting remarks on the same line.

I was the guest of Hon. Athelston
Gaston, and enjoyed every minute of
the time. An atmosphere of quiet,
and restful vigor, charged with echoes
trom the higher life, made it seem
like a tropical garden thrilled with
the music of the spheres. He had
just returned from a trip to Florida
and Cuba, and expressed favorable
opinfons of that famous island.

I hear that Hon, A. B. Richmond
is to be a citizen of Meadville again in
the spring, as his son, with whom he
lives, is to move back to his native
city.

I was agreeably surprised by a call
from Marion Judd, whose mother is
sister to Mrs. E. L. Watson of Cali-
fornia, and was a fine medium years
ag0; perhaps she is yet Marion is a
splendid looking man, about six feet
high, and weighing about 180, I
Judge. The last time I saw him be-
fore he did not welgh 70 pounds, I
think. How quick the babies become
men and women, and.then no stop in
their career, but onward to the ripen-
ing harvest, and the sunset of life,
and they disappear behind the veil.

But few are left whom I knew in
Meadville sixteen years ago. It was
at the Unitarian college of Mead-
ville that Harrison D. Barrett was
equipped for the mirnjstry. There,
100, the son and daughter of K. W,
Sprague graduated; snd there Spirit-
ualism left them, or they left it.

The most liberal theological instis
tutions shed a palsying poison upon
Spiritualism. Many ot thelr leading
lights believe it, but rarely do they
have the courage to speak and act
their convictiors, especially upon
Spiritualism.

I wonder If the Morris Pratt School
will turn out free men and women
after they have received the brand of
the institution.

I am painfully surprised at the rev-
clation made {n the last week’s Pro-
gressive Thinker by the letter from
Cortland Ball. Such acts are a puz-
zle. Why so earnes? a Spiritualist as
was Frank Schmid, should totally ig-
nore the_ sociely of which he was a
member, and for many years its presi-
dent, and give of his surplus means
to institutions having no interest or
eympathy with Spiritualism, is a con-
undrum. True, his action is in keep-
ing with many others; bunt that does
not make it gny more consistent. It
only makes the Inconsistency the more
glaring and sabsurd. 1s ft because™
they have no abiding interest-inm the -
objects and efforts of spiritual socle- '
tles? It looks that way.

T 'LYMAN C HOWE

Where c&vmmg begms reasnn oeases.

Thus argument. is wasterl —Anoal PR

~.ton on- Cubu——’l‘hcolonunl ‘)lli\(‘!‘q\l‘ \
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