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JH gk Wo##®® Wife
r^e Is Simply Ignorant

. “The man who denies the Phenomena of Spir­
itualism to-day is not: entitled to be called a 
skeptic; he is simply ignorant; and it would be 
a hopeless task to attempt to enlighten him 
T. J. Hudson, “Law of Psychic Phenomena. 
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‘sychic Phenomena,’1 p

GHOST LAND.

One of the Important Premiums of The 
Progressive Thinker Reviewed by 

Mrs. Henrietta Straub.

, SPIRIT RETURN A FACT.

Weird Narratives Showing That Spirit 
Return’ Is True.

Gets a Wlerd Warning.
The following is vouched for by a 

young woman who had it directly from 
tlie boy’s father, who was her sister-in­
law’s first cousin, This is the old 

. man's story:.
& .. "I was living in Colorado at the time 
f this happened and was riding across 
f the sandy plain between the B. & M.

and U. P. railroads, near the little town 
i of Snyder, when I met a middle-aged 
/ man in a lumber wagon driving a span

of. gray horses. I gave half the road to 
: him, but as he got even with me he 

reined up hls horses and stopped. 
Thinking he wished to Inquire the way, 
I pulled up my team also. ‘Helio, Mr.

------ ,' he s. Id, calling me by name. 
‘Your boy Is in Akron; if you would 
keep him out of trouble go to him-at 
once.’ Just then my horses, not lik-’ 
Ing to stand, drew my attention for a 
few moments, and upon turning to ask 
the man where be got- his information, 
I found nothing of man, wagon or 
horses. -

“Now, to my knowledge, my boy was 
not at Akron, but at a small-town farther 
down on the B. & M. I told my wife 
that night about meeting the stranger 

■ and asked her if I had better go. She 
laughed at me and said I had fallen 
asleep and been dreaming, but I would 
swear I was as wide awake as I am to­
day while telling this to you.

"Well, you can judge my wife’s sur­
prise the next morning when I received 

■ a telegram from Akron to ‘Come at 
once, your son is there and In trouble.’

• "That trouble landed my boy in the 
■ reformatory. Had I heeded tlie mes-­

sage the day before I could have saved
~ him from such disgrace." .

Dead Dog Back to Earth.
, . Three men who live together in South 

America, two of whom are clergymen, 
; had a dog called Blanco. During the 

absence of A. the dog went mad and 
was shot. One night while A. was at. 
dinner he saw Blanco looking In

; through the door, he. got up and called 
V .-t^ thdV x who wagged his tall. -He

" then rei'•Acted that the dog was dead,
and weL XJrward to look at It again—

SiL aure enotigh it wait Bianco, and he fled 
^2tterrified. On his return home he told

bls experience to hls friend B., who at 
><acq said that Blanco had appeared to 
' him' also, and that he had followed the 
dog, which had disappeared about the 
Bppt where they had buried him, The 
third man, C.; received their account of 
the apparition with derision.

(However, some time afterwards, 
when C. was playing the piano in the 
next room. A. and B. suddenly heard 
a yell, and C. rushed in to them, say­
ing that Blanco was in tbe room where
he; had been playing. He stated that 
h<i!had felt something cold touch ' ’ 

and on -looking around sawhand 
dog.

bis
the

An
Doubts Ghost of a Liar.

Arctic traveler tells how the sins

i?

of a mortal pay follow his ghost:
A 'herd of deer belonging to a Lap­

lander family bad found a good grazing 
field and were left to themselves. 
Shortly after midday there camo a 
greaat snowstorm, but ^hat was nothing 
uncommon and disturbed no ono, for 
tho deer were safe at hand. ’ '

In the darkness towards morning 
one of the Lapps was awakened by the 
spirit of a dead comrade, who told him 
to get up, awaken the rest of the peo­
ple, and hurry to the rescue of the rein­
deer, for a strong frost had come and 
Die burled deer would be sealed up and 
would die. The Lapp, however, told 
the spirit to leave him in peace, and 
went to sleep again. When, however, 
the daylight came no trace of the herd 
could be found. *

Then the man who had been awak­
ened, told of the spirit’s warning, and 
they all set to work to unearth, or un­
snow. the deer, which had been as the 
spirit had said, actually sealed tip by a 
crust of ice which had formed over its 
surface. The animals were found dead 
and tbe tribe, from being a prosperous 
one. was plunged into poverty.

Tlie Lapp’s only excuse for not obey­
ing the warning was:

"Thor always was a liar when he had 
a body; how could I tell that he was
speaking the truth? No one heeded

I««'
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what be said before! I could not know 
if it was not one of his old jokes.”

, Murdered Man’s Revenge.
A peasant of Minsk, in West Russia, 

disappeared, and one night In a dream 
his sister saw him, and his body ap- 

’ peared mangled. He told her that he 
’ had been murdered by her husband and 
? bls brothers. He mentioned the exact 

date and place of the deed, and added 
that his body was put into a sack and 
thrown into tbe river.

The dream was repeated several 
- times, and at last the sister sought tlie 
’ advice of her aged father-in-ldw. He 

told’her that it would be difficult to find 
the body, and if the culprits- were 
brought to justice her children would 
be left orphans; so, after consideration, 
Uie sister gave the matter up. _ -

But her brother’s spirit would not 
rest, and appeared in av dream to a 

- friend. Soon the news spread to Uie lt>­
— cal authorities, who toook the matter 

Up. The river was searched, and the 
body was found in the exact, spot indi­
cated., . _

This discovery had such effect on the 
tnurdefers that they at once confessed.

■ -Spirit Wife Ends Game.' /

Silent reproach on her pale face—stood 
the woman to whom the promise had 
been given and broken. Hls hands 
shook, he dropped the cards and cried 
.?u*l "^ 18 my wife!" The party 
broke up in disorner, and the gambler 
received such a shock to his nervous 
system that he had to be’ sent to a 
sanitarium.

Spook at a Billiard Game.
.«.u^ae “’Skt,” declares a Parisian, "the 
three billiard balls disappeared sud­
denly off the table, and a few minutes 
later one .was dropped on to the table, 
apparently from the ceiling, and the 
other two on to the floor, at each end ot 
the room. This was done in the full 
light, and was witnessed by all who 
were present.

"An invisible hand took up a piece of 
chalk and marked various figures and 
symbolical signs on the green cloth of 
the table. Cues were also taken from 
the rack, carried across tbe room, and 
handed to some of those looking on. A 
fur cape was taken off a chair on which 
it was lying and gently placed around 
the shoulders of one of the women.

Wraith Saves a Pension.
One night a River Thames pilot dis­

appeared from hls tug. Tbe supposi­
tion, of course, was that ho had fallen 
overboard and was drowned. The 
rjver was dragged all down the course, 
but without, success.

It was almost necessary for hls wife 
that Ms body should be found, be­
cause he carried in hls pocket, in a llt- 
tlb tin case, his certificate from Trinity 
house, a document that was necessary 
to prove hls identity and his decease, 
In order that she might get the pension 
on which her future Mving to a great 
deal depended. Weeks elapsed, and no­
body was found, till Ae day a friend 
suggested to the lady that she might do 
worse than consult a medium.

Her husband came through the medi­
um and said: “If you will look for my 
body off Gravesend you will find it en­
tangled among some chains from the 
barges that are moored at that spot."

The search was made at the place in­
dicated, and as her nephew was rowing 
■about in the river, suddenly, to his sur­
prise, the" body of the missing pilot 
rose to the surface, It was almost, If 
not quite,’ beyond'Identification; but In 
bis pocket was the little t|n case with 
the necessary papers quite uninjured, 
and through thjt proof of his identity 
his widow obtained the money that was 
due to her. ' . .- - ? . -

■ Vision of .Friend Hanged.,’^^ 
- ,% novelist-.;dreamed t-'-that- a well- 

■known’stage manager, a close friend, 
eamd to: him with' his neck- bandaged 
hhfl -Mi expression of extreme agony on 
hlB -facb.' ;He pointed to bls bandaged 
neck and tried to speak, but failed. 
Then.the author woke up, and, strongly 
impressed by the vividness • of hls 
dream, related it in the morning-to 
his brother, saying “It gave me the im-' 
pression that S. bad been hanged.” 
; During tbe morning he went to hls 

friend’s house and was told that he had 
been in bed for two days. It appeared 
that while at a rehearsal he had 
strained his neck and been in great 
pain ever since. This was striking 
enough, but there was more to come, 
for afterwards he’said to-8.’s wife: 
"You know I hurried round because I 
had a-dream that S. had been.hhnged,”

“That’s most extraordinary,” was 
the reply, "because tbe doctor said be 
had nearly dislocated his neck in exact­
ly the same manner that occurs when 
people are hanged.”

Baby Sees Her Dead Papa.
About three months after the death 

of her husband Mrs. S. had the follow­
ing experience: A daughter about four 
years of age slept with her mother, and 
the two boys in little cribs close at 
hand. She awoke from a sound sleep 
and found herself looking at a hand 
which rested on her little daughter’s 
breast. ■

She instantly recognized the hand as 
that of her late husband. Her eyes fol­
lowed the hand to the arm, and then 
she saw the whole figure. She was 
much terrified, and as the hand was 
lifted the little girl became restless 
and murmured in her sleep, “Papa is 
away; he Is in heaven," and smiled and 
fell into sound sleep again.

Mrs. S. fell asleep, too, but was 
awakened by the elder boy saying, 
"Mama, I saw papa." “When,"' she 
asked. “Just now," he replied. “I 
woke up and saw papa come into the 
room and stand at the foot of the bed,

"Ghost Land"—a title covering only 
a portion of the literary work It des­
ignates, cannot be termed “appropriate.” 
However, the best author has often dif­
ficulty to find the right name for his 
literary offspring, and, though the hap­
py choice of name be a desirable tiling, 
it cannot add merit to the work itself, 
while the most promising title will not 
cover the defects of a poor creation.

“Ghost-Land” promises, much less 
than It gives. Few works of the kind 
offer such an array of the most Interest­
ing occult experiences, and fewer still, 
present such an amount of valuable 
instruction in psychical and magical 
knowledge. A weird fascination makes 
tbe reader hurry from page to page; 
yet this work cannot be assimilated at 
once; it must be repeated and studied 
again and again, while its charm keeps 
increasing.

Sometimes the reader shakes hls 
head in doubt and perplexity; for what 
he learns not only passes tbe phenome­
nal facts of Spiritualism, as known to 
the average Investigator, but it pre­
sents marvels that seem to defy. any 
hypothetical law of supernormal nature. 
Yet, tbe author’s veracity is vouched 
for by highly Intellectual people of un­
impeachable character.

There is a taint of orthodoxy in the 
book. The God idea is not altogether 
dispensed with, like in many spiritual­
istic works. Of course we do not find 
here the God of orthodoxy, but an Im­
mensely more exalted principle of the 
creation and ruling of the universe.

Indeed, who can presume to affirm 
or denv the existence of such a princi­
ple? Where is the atom that can con­
template the entire organism of which 
it forms a part? and can prove or dis­
prove its unfathomable first cause?

The wisest and most honest attitude 
with regard to certain questions will 
always be that of the agnostic; besides, 
would It influence our progress or our 
happiness here or hereafter, should the 
supposed creator of the universe chose 
to remain anonymous in all eternity? 
Certainly not! and so we have all a 
right to our belief.

The life story of the author, stranger 
than any fiction could ever'make it, 
is Interwoven with the phenomenal oc­
currences, and presents an exception­
ally gifted, kind and lovable Individual­
ity. It is hard to comprehend how such 
a person can stoop down to the bloody 
trade of war; but it shows what strange 
contradictions are inherent in human 
nature, and how strong is the power of 
Inherited views about honor and duty.

One reproach has often been mane to 
the author of “Ghost Land,’’ and other 
occult books of equally high merit: the 
reproach of suppressing his name.

-I call it childish- (meaning the re­
proach). ’ .

Why should we not have a right to 
withhold the name for some good reas­
on, or for no reason at all?

Whatever we give to the world—is it 
the gift or the name of the giver that 
carries value?

,. I. sign this modest essay Henrietta 
Straub. I might as well sign it “Flzly 
Puzzly,1-’ if sign I must, and nobody
would be the wiser for it.

' What does it matter whether the 
be 
or

name of an artist, .writer, etc.. 
Smith,' or Miller; White, Green .. 
Black? It does not change the indtvid-

^■-’' As a gambler’s wife lay on her death­
bed she talked seriously to her husband 
about this «W’ and - ultimately ob- 

\ taii>d from him a promise that he 
would never touch cards again. For a 

^^tiine"he resolutely kept his word; but 
" one winter’s night, about twelve months 

^1 after- her death, having a. party of men 
at Mb house, forgetful of his promise to 
his dead wife, he proposed to them to 

i SOend theWrtin ^ same oW
For some time they went on, winning 

-aad losing and getting more excited, 
k ? ■Sdenly,' about 1 o’clock, the door of 
Sf^msrtjdfa:'' mysteriously . opened and 

a'look of

and he said to me, ’Be good to 
mother, John.’ ’’ The bedroom 
was shut and locked.

Ghost Chum Keepi Tryst.

your 
door

A man who lived near Cologne, in 
Germany, became seriously ill from the 
excessive heat. A doctor held out 
hopes for his recovery. While watch­
ing by hls bedside hls relatives heard 
a voice'say: .

“Friend Alfred, we are going now
into a better, world; our turn- 
come.” ’ ’ .

has

They rushed to the window, but 
could see only the moonlit open coun­
try.

The patient awoke, and with bls-last 
breath exclaimed: - . ■ .

"I hear your Voice, Friend Edward, 
‘'and will go with-you." .

A'.telegram from Munich the next 
morning announced the death of Ed-, 
ward Ritter. .

■ By their papers it was found, they 
were university chums and had agreed 
that the one who died first would, if 
possible, appear to the other.

Dying Girl Helps Youth. -
When a.prominent American finan­

cier'was'young he was poor, and lived 
in a garret Jn a .tenement house in New 
York, where-his neighbors were an Old 
woman and her daughter, a graceful 
girl who was afflicted with a distressing 
cough.- He did all he could to'help 
her,, and one night, to. his surprise, he 
woke up to find her standing by his 
bedside. On his asking if if was morn­
ing, and if she had come fit to wake 
him, she replied that she was going on 
a long journey and had come to say 
good.bye. ■ . ' ■ ■ _- ; *.

She further told him thaMIs tajtfjl®#

asaw

: Do you know Spir- i 
> itualism is supported j 
; by Truth ? Then are I 
j you aiding in its ad- i 
; vancement?? ? I

' 7
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ual, neither does it add to or deduct 
from the merit of the work.

We boast of living in acountry where 
individual freedom stands supreme. 
If so. each person must be allowed to 
do or refrain from doing, anything that 
does not interfere with another person’s 
welfare; and he who opposes this free- 
rom attempts to practice tyranny. -

Just stop and think, dear friends, 
how many, tyrannical notions are still 
afloat in our glorious’free country.

. But this reviewing sketch cannot well 
enlarge, on general topics;; only my 
sense of justice revolts against tbe 
odium that now and then is thrown 
upon anonymous writers; as-if the 
publication; of a work would make its 
author himself a piece of public, prop­
erty. -

‘‘Ghost Land" claims perfect truth­
fulness in every instance; yet' many 
may draw the line on certain unprece­
dented facts. But, if we admit phenom­
enal occurrences at all. how can we af­
ford to draw the line? Who-can deter­
mine the extent of phenomenal possi­
bilities, or set a limit to the demonstra­
tions of the world of spirits?

The fact that certain psychics hear 
or see certain things does not disprove 
the fact that others hear or see differ­
ent things. There seems no limit to 
variations of psychic or occult phenom­
ena, and even our arisen friends do not 
‘‘know it all.” " •

Surely, Mrs. Hardinge Britten, the 
gifted editor of “Ghost Land,” nas ren­
dered an inestimable service to the un­
biased seeker after spiritual truth, but 
not less great is the merit of-Mr. Fran­
cis, to make such a work accessible to 
the grateful subscribers of The Pro­
gressive Thinker. , <

. MRS. HENRIETTA STRAUB

were nearly over, and that a splendid 
future awaited him, after -which she* 
disappeared. The young man then .re­
membered that he had locked his bed­
room-door, and on going to see tea 
found it still secure. _ . . .

Some hours afterwards he was again 
aroused by the lamentations of the old 
woman in the adjoining room,’and on 
Inquiry he found that the girl had died 
during the'night, and it -was, therefore, 
her. phantom, or spirit,, that- he had 
seen. Her prediction was fully .veri­
fied.—Chicago Daily Tribune. .

SOME PROPHECIES

From I Which- Something Startling IS 
■ / •-* Expected.

* I lad a vision last Wednesday. : I 
saw' .over Chicago a comet whictq cast­
ing of fire-sparks from It? tall, set the’ 
city on fire, and I heard a voice of woe- 
which I cannot describe. It was awful, 
and thinking, what does it mean. T ret’ 
ceived this answer: Chicago will be af­
flicted with small-pox. ‘ '
. Of course this is not very encourag­
ing,, but I saw it. The. next prediction 
I make is that the packing trust will de­
feat Uncle Sam In the trial. , .

We are going to start a spiritual so­
ciety here the coming week. This will 
open the gate in Ann Arbor.. There are 
inany here, but no one -wants to make a 
.start, but as Prof. Goergen of Jackson 
Js'here for a few weeks we are going to 
be organized. ■ ' -

JOHN J. SCHANZ..
Ann A®or< Mich. I

PSYCHIC RESEARCH/.

Dr. Funk’s Opinion Thereon and Hie 
Defense Against Messrs.'

. Rlnn and Davis.,

7*0 the Editor of the Sun:—It-can be 
of very little advantage to your readers 
to learn what Mr, Rlnn and' Mr. Davis 
think of me as an Investigator, or I of 
them; but it is in my judgment of pro­
found importance that, psychologists 
and other scientists- trained to accurate 
observation and thinking b$ persuaded 
to persistent and • serious efforts to 
solve the real psychic problem.

There Is no problem before the pub­
lic thqt has in It so great potentialities 
for good as has this one, When a man 
of clear, hard, scientific sense, like Sir 
Oliver Lodge', after much investigation 
is led to say as he did in the Pall Mall 
Magazine, January, 1904: ;

"Some of us have proofs that the in­
dividuality persists after death, which 
are as certain as proof can be * * * The 
laborious documents of the'Soclety for 
Psychical Research are there for all 
the world to see, and while .we have ex­
posed much fraud and discredited much 
Spiritualism, we have collected evi­
dence of the possibility of communica­
tion between this and other worlds 
which deserves consideration."

And when eminent scientific men ot 
tried skill, like Alfred Ruk/fl Wallace, 
and other exceedingly keetf investiga­
tors who have made much study of the 
tricks of conjurers, and have deeply 
studied psychology; like Richard Hodg­
son and James H. Hyslop, fell ub that 
when they began their psychic investi­
gations they were materialistic in 
their belief,-but came out <Jf their in- 
vestiiatlons convinced of the continu­
ity of human existence—then flippant 
assertion and mere pooh-pbohing are 
out of place. " -

Mr. Rlnn insists that I'am no scien­
tific investigator. On that he and I can 
shake hands; that is what I have been 
saying all along, and have been simply 
urging those who are qualified for this 
kind of work to take it up tn earnest 
and push it to results. In “The Widow’s 
Mite” two years ago I said:

“I am not attempting to discover any­
thing, but am attempting.to state clear­
ly a problem and to urge Others, bet­
ter qualified, to the discovery of its so­
lution • * • that I claim only- these 
simple virtues, if virtues? they be: (1) 
The humility of a man who-knows he 
does not know, and (2) .the willingness 
to state clearly the exacfiprObjem to be 
solved, content to leave Its -solution to 
the trained psychologlstsiof the: world, 
inside and outside of universities.”

I presume it is scarcelyinetessary for 
me to deny tbe following ifrom Mr. 
Rinn’s letter in the Sun of January 15:

“Dr. Funk frequently misstates facts, 
as shown by hls denial jh thezSun of 
February 25 that he hadjbeen In Chi­
cago last winter and hqd purchased 
spirit pictures from tlie Bangs'Sisters, 
which we later proved to; be - triie ' by 
documentary and by perspnAl evidence 
Of the Bangs sisters.” 'V " i.

This was the mistake of,a reporter. I 
never denied, directly, of Indirectly,' any 
of the facts in the case, hot’ one. On 
Ilie contrary, before a wore) was said 
in the papers ' about this -matter 1 
showed the pictures to. Mr. -Davis, and 
told him just how, where and why I se­
cured them, and asked him to help me 
to get at the correct explanation, believ­
ing him an expert In jugglery work. 
Then when the reporters got the affair 
mixed I corrected It, pver ; my own 
name, In a card to the press;

It is not necessary to; redeny Mr. 
Rinn’s extended assertion abput the ex­
periments made at a private house. I- 
find that not one of the others pres­
ent so misunderstood me, '

Notwithstanding, Mr. Rlnn grows mer­
ry over becoming as “a little child" in 
investigations, let me once more quote 
Thomas Huxley, with special emphasis 
upon tbe words "every preconceived no­
tion": ' : ;

“Sit down before a fact as a little 
child, be prepared to give, up. every pre­
conceived notion, follow humbly wher­
ever and to whatever abysses nature 
leads, or you shall learn ' nothing." 
(The Life and Letters of ftuxley, by his 
Son, Volume I., uage 235.) .

And Goethe tells us that when he set 
about to learn any new truth he first 
emptied himself of all kpowledge, un­
til he could feel as he felt when he be­
gan to learn hls A B C. " Humility Is 
ever the entrance way to th# temple 'jx 
truth. But it is well to remember the
profound distinction between being 
childlike and childish, and I think " 
for one effectively so remember.

New York, I. It FUNK.

SPIRITUALISM, CHRISTIANITY.

I

Briefly Considered From Various Stand­
- points. , 1

In this discussion -over the relation of 
Spiritualism to Christianity ' I' ‘‘-stand 
pat" on the platform laid-dawn by Bro. 
A H. Nicholas Of Sunimerland, Cal. 
There Ib no similarity ‘-whatever bet- 
tweetf the two. either , in • foundation 
principles or teachings.’ Spiritualism 
and Christianity are no - more alike 
than the brightest noomday■ and dark­
est midnight. . ' '

Spiritualism teaches that the^proeess 
pf death does not change?the character 
of a person in the. least,/ho ?m<®e than 
the laying aside of a worn-out garment 
or the change of residence.’ frojn^ne lo­
cality to another. As you ma®e your 
bed so must you lie in.lt,ronjll'tiy your 
own efforts you correct the '/errors and 
smooth the rough places?-'Theite is'no 
intervening or interceding poWer to 
prevent any one receivingifull measure 
for the evil as well as sgood deens of 
this'life. .j > ■ ' < /

Christianity teaches just the opposite: 
“There is a fountain filled with Ijlood,

Drawn from Immanupl.'A veins; . 
And sinners plunged befifeth the flood 
- Lose all their guilty stains'.”'- ’

A premium on rascal!# and“h "soft
snap." : ■' ' " ....... -

And while I have my •'pen jn -band let 
me, say right here in reply.;to the pre­
diction by Herbert ,Ak? Harrell, that, 
“Ten years hence nineJLenthB of .the 
present-day students of world-proces's of 
growth will accept traps' ligratlon.” 
My. opinion Is there will not':' ens many 
thoughtful people' accepting" he .idea of 
transmigration and refheahn ition a de­
cade JaterAs at the presfen^ t me. They 
are disintegrating, like 'the ffiiM were :of
Dowfe. It is^a ehalMjy the 
no foundation and contrary 
of Nature. " : ; L. K-WH

Moline, Ill. - ’’ ; 13 I*

■process of

rv,-having 
ifhe laws 
ELOGK. k

An hour's industry ^ili do, mere to 
produce cheerfulness; suppress evil hu­
mors, and retrieve your affairs, than a 
snontij’s moaning.—Aston? ‘ : ?■'■;

WONDERFUL PROPHECIES.

Illustrating the Sublime Fact That Wise 
Spirits Can Predict Future

- ■ Events.

- When I was a girl twenty years of 
age, living then at home in Ireland, 
there came to our home a deaf and 
dumb womna begging alms. It was a 
general belief,, especially amongst Ro­
man Catholics, that deaf and dumb peo­
ple could foretell future events, as they 
thought, through divine power. But as 
we were Protestants we never believed 
it, thinking it only a superstition. How­
ever, my eldest sister beckoned to this 
woman to tell our fortunes, merely for 
fun. The woman seemed to understand 
her; Jn an instant she took a ring off 
her finger and placed ft upon m/ sis- 

flo^r> and then Shook her head. 
This certainly meant she would never 
be married, and neither was he. She 
then made signs that she would cross 
the ocean three times back and forth to 
America. She then, pointed towards 
her head, and then pointed towards 
England, then back again, and then the 
woman made a motion of throwing her­
self to one side. Now, notice how all 
this came true. My sister crossed the 
ocean three times back and forth. The 
Iqst time shq went home she had occa­
sion to live too much alone, and be­
came demented.

The Church of England minister of 
tthat place conveyed ber to a private 
asylum in England. After two years 
she got much better and came home. 
She was only one year at home when 
she dropped dead with apoplexy. The 
woman then pointed to. another sister, 
and made signs she ‘would be married 
and have eight children and then die. 
She did this by elevating her hand 
higher and higher eight times, and lay- 
her head upon her hand and shutting 
her eyes. This certainly meant death.

This, too, came true. My sister died 
after her eighth child.. The woman 
then pointed towards' another sister, 
and then counted upon Tier fingers 
twenty, and then laid her head upon her 
band and shut her eyes. My Bister 
died exactly' twenty years from that 
date. She also said 'she would cross 
the ocean twice, back and forth. This 
she also did. She said I would come to 
America and would be comparatively 
wealthy. She did this by trying to 
look lofty. . ,

This, too, came true, She then point­
ed towards a brother and made signs 
he would come to America. She also 
made lamentations over his left side. 
He died here of rupture of hls left side 
after having an operation.

Who can deny that there Is such a 
thing as fate? It is a strange fact tliat 
1 never, recalled to mind what the deaf 
and dumb woman said until all was 
fulfilled; nor do I'think-any of the rest 
of the family remembered it either. I 
was one day here reading about hyp­
notism in the papers, when all at once 
the whole incident flashed through my 
mind. I wrote home and told (he min­
ister, who replied that I had a most ex­
traordinary experience, and he and’the 
doctors there were intensely interest­
ed.
, Not long since a man who was ped­
dling books through the country, hap­
pened to stay here over night. He was 
from Belfast. We talked on several 
subjects. Finally, I asked him if he 
ever knew a person to foretell future 
events, never telling him my own expe­
rience. He said he knew a deaf and 
dumb woman who foretold the death ot 
a child before it was born. She said 
the child would die at tkree years of 
age, and so it did . MRS. M. J. M

THE UNLIMITED,

In mute, strange wonderment I stand 
All wrapped about, In silence of the 

night,
While through the windows of my soul I 

strive
To pierce the gloom, which bides the 

. broader light,
That somewhere lies beyond, far out In 

space.
And e’en though it be, but one single 

’ star,
Through whose fire-beam, Of trackless 

length I trace,
I’ll follow it, along its course afar.

I’m not content to stand and meekly 
gaze, •

And wonder where some day I’ll take 
my flight,

Pm not content to stand In speechless 
awe, '

And wait Ip silence for the coming 
...... light.

Yet, iff movable is my anxious soul, 
When I would scale the heights at 

one fell bound,
Or ride the ocean's giant waves that 

'Toll
Amid its sullen roar of mighty sound.

But when my ear attunes to harmony, 
And I list to the tireless, beating 

-- waves,
I e&fch a note of music clear and sweet 

Like bugle voices, from the sea­
nymph caves. ~

And listening still, I hear the clamoring 
tones,

Mingling harshly, within the sea’s 
deep waste.

The dual forces of the ocean gnomes—
Two elements in chorus, strangely, 

placed. ” ’"
Only I gain, as step by step I go.

I am too frail ot heart, of soul, of 
mind—

Too puny is my strength, and weak my 
will -

To measure God; but everywhere I 
■ - find ■
The imprint of Hls hand and matchless 

' grace.. - .
^Outlined upon the wail of mystery

Is written: “Restless spirit, seek God’s 
. face j

Through gentleness, through love, and 
.liberty.” '

Throughout the coming ages, vast—un­
known, .

Are thejimltless lessons I must learn. 
The width, the length, the depth and 

. height of Good, ..
Is hidden everywhere mid gory rocks 

■ stern;.' . ' ’ ' -­
Is hidden in the heart .of all the earth, 

In Nature’s voice, in every plant and 
tree; . . : -

In light, in life-of less or greater worth, 
All, all is measured by Eternitv.

" | GONNA MAY MORRIS,
;Los*Arfzeles, Cal. ’—

. .1 Forward, 0 sublime army of progress, 
forward until law is justice, forward un­
til ignorance is unknown,' forward 
while 'there Is a~spiritual or temporal 
throne, forward until superstition is a 
forgotten dream, forward until the 
world Is free, forward until thb human 
reason, clothed in the purple of author­
ity,'is king ot kings.—ingereoU,

A NEW YEARS' GREETING.

And an Appeal to the. Spiritualists of 
• New York State—A Communication

That Insists on a Higher Spirituality 
and More Efficient Work In Behalf of 
Our Cause,

It is my privilege as well as my good 
pleasure as President of the New York 
State Association to extend a New 
Year’s Greeting, and to express words 
ot encouragement to the workers up 
and down the state. It is unquestion­
ably true that Spiritualism 1b receiving 
larger consideration now than at any 
-previous time since the birth of the 
mov^m^it.

Tie, .clergy and lay members of or­
thodox churches are inquiring; scien­
tists and thinking people of all classes
are investigating; hence the time
seems opportunte for a larger and
more extended presentation ot 
cause. ■

our

Our local societies, generally, appre­
ciate thia fact and are improving the 
auspicious moment in dispensing this 
gospel and in presenting the proofs of 
continuity of life through the manifes­
tations of mediumship.

If there is a society which, for any 
reason. Is apathetic or dlrelict In any 
way, we urge upon its members the 
Importance of improving this golden 
opportunity. Sweep away all obstacles, 
overcome all difficulties, and push the 
work with a firm determination to 
make this year, 1906, the banner year 
for our local societies. Pull together in 
harmbny and in love for our cause and 
you will surely succeeed.
/But ouside of all local societies there 

are many Spiritualists to whom 1 ap­
peal and urge your loving co-operation 
with tlie officers of the New York State 
Association.

To such, if not already members of 
our state association, I would extend a 
cordial Invitation to you to unite with 
us. To such as are already members, 
I sincerely hope you will continue with 
us and help us.

Spiritualism has done and is yet do­
ing a great work for humanity.

It has furnished and continues to fur­
nish the only tangible proof of continu­
ity of life. It Is fast liberalizing the 
civilized world from the thraldom of 
superstition and creedal theology.

It has lead and continues to lead 
men and women out Into higher lines 
of thought, giving them larger concep­
tions of life and its purposes, present­
ing to them higher ideals, and has 
awakened in them a keener sense of 
justice and a desire to uplift their fel­
lows.

And yet, in the face of all that has 
been done, we unhesitatingly assert 
that the mission of Spiritualism is yet 
a long way short of having been lul- 

■ filled.
The real mission of Spiritualism Is 

to uplift and 'spiritualize the human 
race; to lead men and women out into 
a higher intellectual and spiritual un­
foldment, aud establish a closer co-op­
eration between mankind on-this earth 
and the angels in the spiritual world, 
to the end that wars shall cease; that 
inharmony'fnhuffiahity ” and ’ injustice 
shall disappear from the earth, and 
that we may learn to deal with mate­
rial things in a way that will not do 
violence to spiritual laws.

One important field of work for us 
who desire to assist In establishing 
these conditions, is the cultivation of 
our own powers, mental and spiritual. 
That thought vibrations will hence­
forth play an Important part in the af­
fairs of men can no longer be doubted.

The potency of thought forces is un­
questionably great, and when we bet­
ter understand the laws governing this 
force and learn to strengthen and 
guide our own thoughts and bring our 
mental powers into harmonious co-op- 
eratlon with the thought vibrations of 
higher Intelligences, our power for re­
forming and uplifting the race will be 
greatly enhanced.

That thoughts are things Is now a 
recognized fact; and when we learn to 
send them forth in love and righteous­
ness, we are creating a thought atmos­
phere that will eventually uplift and 
spiritualize all mankind. Who, more 
than the Spiritualist (the foundation of 
whose religion Is based on spiritual 
manifestations, so largely dependent 
upon thought vibrations projected by 
the spirit operator) should teach, cul­
tivate and utilize these forces?

That a great reformation on this 
earth Is sorely needed is apparent to all 
thinking, high-minded people.

That Spiritualism is the greatest 
reformatory force in the world is 
equally apparent to those who under­
stand ft.

What spiritually-minded man or wo­
man would not gladly assist in re­
deeming the world from the extremes 
of commercialism, selfishness, greed 
and injustice, which now seem to be 
running riot over this fair land?

I assume that all our people are re­
formers at heart, hence I earnestly 
urge that all Spiritualists unite in one 
grand effort and make the year of 1906, 
upon which we are now entering, a 
year of great spiritual growth.

We must each do our part and do it 
faithfully if the largest results are to 
be attained.

Let us do all we can with voice and 
pen; do all we can through the spirit­
ual press by patronizing and support­
ing our periodicals; do all we can 
through co-operation with other men 
and women, through the organized 
movement of our local societies, state 
and National associations. ,

Do all we can with the subtle, silent 
thought forces, which we can send out 
in loving co-operation with the angel 
world and with our fellow-workers.

A little sacrifice on the part of each 
Spiritualist will accomplish much, if 
you are a member of a Spiritualist so­
ciety, support it well and faithfully, not 
only with purse, but with your presence 
at its meetings. Form classes for the 
study of thought forces. Demon­
strate these powers from time to time 
and discuss, the results.

Spiritualists out of reach of local so­
cieties can make their Influence felt in 
their own immediate neighborhood by 
living in harmony with our teachings, 
by the judicious use of literature, by 
joining the state association as indi­
vidual members. Your dollar a year 
dues will help us to carry this gospel 
to hungry hearts who need It; and 
please bear In .mind the fact that indi­
vidual membership entitles you to a' 
seat on the floor of the annual conven­
tion where we need your advice and 
co-operation in formulating plans and 
molding the work of the state associa­
tion. ■ - -, ’■ " - . - .

. We want to carry the message ■ of 
Spiritualism into every town and ham­
let in this great Empire State and carry 
it in love and kindness, and to this end 
we are now maintaining one state 
mission for this -purpose and for the 
purpose of assisting Uie weaker local 
societies. .. . . —

RETURNS FOR FRIENDLY VISIT.

Dr. Funk Declares Dr. Hodgson Kept 
Promise Made While Dying to Tell 
Him How Things Are in tbe Other 
World—Boston Man Says He, Too 
Got Spirit Messages, '

New York. Jan. 21.—"Dr Richard
Hodgson has kept his promise to tbe 
Psychical Society. I have had a most 
remarkable interview with him” as 
r^ree.d ^pon before hls death. I stood 
face to face with his spirit and he told 
me all .was well with him. No one can 
SDirlts^Fro^ that ‘be
the lMng.”he dead coramuul°ate with 

„ ^rf .9aac K. Funk, Uie well known 
'X^HS St iaa? SPlr“aa'iat, made this 

w8 ^ declaration at his home, 
195 Washington Park, to-night He is 
upheld in hls statement by Mrs May 
Churob , °fi i016 First sPlrKuaHst 
Die ro.-n? i BrooIilyn- who commenced 
son^M X an°e at whleh the 10“S sought lor communication with the 
h^d ^^‘‘o’oglst is alleged to have 
been established.

It is true," cried the Rev. Mrs Pen- 
per exultingly, to-night. “Tbe spirit 
tabif Dr‘ ““d®8011 has been es­
back i «m 1116 dead he has come back, not in the material sense or 
catodewm h%haS ac‘ua"y communi­
cated with us from the beyond as promised. After weeks of ^ing we 
tb^n 8ueceeded. The world-could ask tor no greater proof." .

K.eatlce was held shortly after ■ 
Mrlnpht 0118 mornll)8 at the home ot 
BrooklyTer’ ^ 268 M0Dr°e Street’ 
chnreh lb nead, °f the Spiritualistic 
church and Dr. bunk were present 
hHn'Vee lS the tw° had striven to enter 
into conversation with the dead man 
but atmospheric disturbance always 
caused failure. Suddenly, Dr. Funk 
and Mrs. Pepper declare, the longed 

“““uaicMion was established. It 
uas while the minds of both were in- 
ThoeJLm°?CeaJra‘ed upon 016 subject. 
Ihe room in winch they were was ah- 
ch?reeDrtiHeu Whe” 8Uddeniy, they de- 
^e summons 880U 8 SPirU reHPonded to

Just as this critical juncture, Mrs. 
1 epper says, she was called from the 
i'gnore°n & mlsslon which she could not 

n^y ^"J was fllIed with rapture," 
D L ^u?k declared, “i realized that l 
and I alone had been the fortunate one 
teoaeCe V° Dr’ H°dgson’s long prom- 
hTt MnraSSnge' \ was unfortunate

M > P?pper had ‘° ’eave tho 
room, else she, too, would have talked to him.
♦ >'iBu/ ^J8 not impossible for her to

. bi™ again- The communica­
tion established will make it easy."

n ^/‘^ could not be induced to tell 
P.r’ Hod?son’s alleged to have said 

to him, and he. as well as Mrs. Pep­
per declared that the full result would 
not be ready for the public until some 
time later this week.

• He Hears Spirits’ Too,
V B? ^"t. Mass' Jan' 21.—The Rev. 
Xd.A^i6gln' pastor of ‘be First 
Spiritual Temple of this city, declared 
to-day that he has received two mes- 
^V^0^?13 “cont'ol" from the 
j j R!chard Hodgson, Uie eminent

8 । Psychological mysteries, 
who died in this city five weeks ago. 
following are the messages:

Received January 7.—"I am glad in 
the course of the troubles of life for 
every opportunity that is afforded one

Stuenfn nna tel1 the waiting ones of 
ea: th life that I am here. I have met 
one who has recently come here. I re­
fer to the late Dr. Hodgson, and this 
Field 8pirit who comes here Is Kate

I re­

Received January 16.—“There is a 
spirit who has been standing by me and 
he says: 'I have been trying to impress 
myself upon you and wish to say 1 have 
found conditions in the spirit life fa­
vorable to the fullest extent. Later on 
I.shall give something more definite, 
but I am trying to feel my way slowly ’ 
ana this spirit wished to be recognized 
here by the name of Richard Hodgson ”

In explanation of tbe brevity of his 
messages from Dr. Hodgson, Mr. Wig­
gin says that ft requires some time for 
spirits to become accustomed to their 
new environments, and Dr. Hodgson 
has been only five weeks away from 
earth.—Chicago Examiner.

Help us to create a demand for mis­
sionary work, and the Spiritualistis of 
the state will answer that demand by 
placing more missionaries In tbe field. 
But bear in mind the fact that our 
state missionaries will answer calls and 
visit localities wherever there are a 
few Spiritualists who desire a meet­
ing and who will assist in making ar­
rangements therefor. In cases where 
a public hail is not available at moder­
ate cost, we sometimes hold parlor 
meetings in order to arouse an inter­
est and get the work under way.

Our state missionaries work under 
the auspices of the state association, 
and invitations may be sent direct to 
Mra. Tillie U. Reynolds, at her borne, 
137 Congress street, Troy, is. y, or to 
H. W. Richardson, East Aurora, N. Y., 
to tbe state secretary or to any mem­
ber of the board of trustees.

We invite al] Spiritualists to assist 
us in reaching the outlying localities 
by writing and informing us of the con­
ditions near your home.

Most sincerely yours,
_ H-W. RICHARDSON. 
President New York State Association.

East Aurora, N. Y.

The Clergy Fad.
It is a singular infatuation that leads 

men to become clergymen in regular or 
even In irregular, standing. I pray to 
be introduced to new men at whom I 
may stop short and taste their peculiar 
sweetness. But In tbe clergymen of the 
most liberal sort I see no perfectly In­
dependent human nucleus, but 1 seem 
to she some indistinct scheme hover­
ing about to which he has lent himself, 
to which he belongs. It Is a very fine 
cobweb In the lower stratum of the air, 
which stronger wings do not even dis­
cover. Whatever he may say, he does 
not know that one day is as good as an­
other. Whatever he may say, he does 
not know That a man’s creed can never 
be written, that there are ho particular 
expressions of worship that deserve to 
be prominent' He dreams of a certain 
sphere to be filled by him, something 
less in diameter' than a great-circle,' ’ 
maybe not greater than a hogshead. 
All the staves are got out and hls 
sphere is already hooped. - What’s tbe 
use of talking to him? When you’ 
spoke of sphere music, he thought-only 
of a thumping on his cask. It he does ' 
not know something that • nobdy else' ’ 
does, that nobody told him, then he’s al 
tell-tale.—’’’’■■'rmu ' - " ■
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“The only thing I live for now, is to 
be of service to my fellow-men, and I 
can best do this by spreading knowl­
edge about Spiritualism. We are looked 
at askance by the world because of the 
prevailing ignorance on the subject, but 
the time is not far away that will see 
this new science universal. There are 
.many people who are Spiritualists, but 
will not let the outside world know it be­
cause of the unbelief on the subject.”

Mb. Thomas Welton .Stanford, Melbourne, is. in 
many respects a most remarkable personality, and 
.this fact was abundantly demonstrated to the Mel­
bourne representative of the ’‘Sunday Times” in the 
courge of a short conversation recently with that gen­
tleman on the subject of Spiritualism and kindred 
matters. Mr. Stanford is a brother of the late Sen­

, a tor Leland Stanford, founder of the Stanford Uni­
versity, California, and he has been a leading figure 
in Spiritualistic circles for the past forty years in 
Melbourne. His brother was during his life a promi­
nent Spiritualist in America, as also was that gentle­
man’s wife during her earthly existence.

“Once upon a time,” says Mr. Stanford, “I said ‘I 
believe’ in connection with Spiritualistic matters; 
now I say “ know.’ I have gone beyond the mere 
belief stage, because I have had so many undoubted 
demonstrations of the facts of spirit existence that I 
can no longer have any doubt whatever.”

As he says this, Mr. Stanford’s eye lights-up, and 
. his face takes on an expression which conveys to his 

auditor a vivid idea of the earnestness that is within 
him. A Sydney newspaper has remarked that this 
gentleman’s appearance suggests Svengali, of the 
play “Trilby.” This simile is not only offensive, but 
it is palpably incorrect. Svengali of the play has 
black whiskers, and so has Mr. Stanford, but there 
the'parallel ends. Svengali’s whiskers are black and 
coarse and tangled; the subject of this sketch has a 
long beard, with fine quality of hair, thoroughly well 
groomed. His complexion is bright and well colored, 
his eye evidently that of a shrewd man of business, 
and he evidently is more liberally endowed in an in­
tellectual sense than are the majority of even the 
leading business men of the city of Melbourne.

Mr. Stanford is a philanthropist first, and a plain, 
hard-headed business man afterwards. His personal­
ity, in short, is calculated to deeply impress even the 
unbeliever in Spiritualism, and such being the case 
one cannot help paying a full measure of heed to what 
he says in regard to the manifestations he had. He 
is not a charlatan with a business axe to grind; he is 
a man of considerable wealth, as may be judged from 
the fact that he has set apart in his will a sum of £50,­
000 to provide an Australian scholarship for the Stan­
ford University, and has also set aside a large sum 
of money for a “Chair” of Psychology in connection 

' with the same institution.
-The foregoing facts should be borne in mind while 

reading that which is to follow, as there must neces- 
' jiatily ,be a vast difference between, the mere, mounte- 
' bank who is working Spiritualism for a living, and 
-the gentleman of means who is devoting a large share 
.of his tiffie to wliat he describes as the new religion, 
having no hope of profit in a worldly sense-, and wish-. 

• ing only for the satisfaction of knowing-that he is do­
ing some good in this world by spreading knowledge 

, upon what he regards as a. subject of paramount im­
portance. Although the office he occupies is well 
guarded by a secretary, who does not invite intru­
sion, but rather repels it, and although he lets it be 
knowp that he does not seek publicity or encourage 
visits, he very readly grants the “Sunday Times” in­
terviewer a portion of his time, and discusses the 
whole question with considerable amplitude of detail.

Referring to the press statement that certain ar­
ticles said to have come from tlie-''tombs of Egypt 
through a Spiritualistic medium; were rejected by 
the management of the Stanford University, the gen­
tleman under notice says that the-ji'tfitem^ far as 
it goes, is correct; that is.to say, they werti not re­
jected when sent by him. tWo years' ago to- the date 
Mis. Stanford, his brother Is wife;. and if they have 
since been removed from tlie ■museuiir; he has sb far 
received no word about it,'although he expects some 
communication on the subject by aqWviy mail from 
'America. ', '.’■'■ ', ... ’ \
; _ “Dr. Jordan,” he says, “President ‘pf tlie Univerr 
sity, is a rank materialists arid refuses to investigate 
anything connected with. Spiritualists matters. 
Since Mrs. Stanford died he, has been dictator of the 
affairs of the University, and in view of his antago­
nism to Spiritualism, I would hot be surprised at his 
taking any step in the direction indicated; but I may 
mention on this point that I ain. a trustee of the Uni­
versity, and if I learn that the president has acted in 
the manner alleged I shall see about it in due course.”

Referring to the seances that have taken place in 
his large office in Melbourne, and at which such won­
derful manifestations have been experienced by the 
sitters, Mr. Stanford speaks with Intense earnestness 
and in a way to impress the bitterest scoffer.

“The fact,” he says, “that at these meetings we 
have had placed upon the table numerous ancient tab­
lets, writings on papyrus, parchment, and other 
sheets, also live birds, snakes, etc., is. regarded by the 
uninitiated as marvelous, but to me it is not so. As 
I said before, I do not ‘believe,’ I ‘know’. Manifes­
tations of this description are only useful for the pur­
pose of impressing unbelievers. - They are of no value 
to me, because I cannot be more impressed than I am 
at present. These things are not miracles at all, but 
they are brought about by the agency of a perfectly 
natural taw. It matters not that we do not know 
what that law is, for there are many laws we know 
nothing about! ’

“Does.any man know what electricity is? Yet we 
accept it as an ordinary circumstance of Jife, and 
make no comment indicating our unbelief in'it. The 
whole universe is one vast mind, and all that is in it 
is beyond human apprehension. As a result of my 
studies and my knowledge, I am satisfied that there 
is no such thing as death. Life is continuous, begin­
ning ‘over there’ in the spirit world when it ends 
here. This is a beautiful region to possess, and if it 
were universally accepted we would have no need 
for policemen or soldiers, for what we do here influ­
ences our life on the other-side, and what our tastes 
ai'e here are continued on the other side. When a 
man gets on to the othe side he gravitates to where 
he belongs. The same law exists there as here.”

After giving a number of similar views on religious 
and spiritual matters, Mr. Stanford came, more direct­
ly to the subject of immediate interest, namely, the 
manifestations that have taken place, and promised 
that before the interview closed he would show his 
visitor the wonders the office contains, these having 
been deposited during seances. The live birds and 
growing plants which- are still alive at his home were 
not seen, but sufficient was examined to impart a con­
siderable weight to what the Spiritualist had to say.

“lam not a clairvoyant,” says Mr. Stanford, “nor 
do I intend to become one. I am a business man, and 
I do not care to be hypnotized, which process is nec­
essary before a person can become a Spiritualistic 
medium. My motto is let?those who have the elair- 
voyant^aeulty become mediums if they wish; for niy 
part I am satisfied to engage a medium and pay him 
for his services when I find one who edn satisfy me 
as to his bona-fides, although I may remark there are 
more charlatans than genuine mediums about.

“The medium Bailey, through whose instrumental­
ity the most wonderful manifestations have been se­
cured, was engaged by me about two years ago. At 
the first seance in which he took part at my house a 
heap of road metal came upon the table, fortunately 
without striking any of the sitters. By some means 
about this time the electric light was turned on full 
glare, and this so affected Bailey that he fell forward

frbm ^ ejife; and lay apparently lifeless for a'quar- 
ter ^g1! )jh»-: Pince this I have been careful not to 
have tSb light turned on so suddenly during’the time 
a person is in a clairvoyant trance. Some time after 
this Bglley was engaged by the Psychological Society 
in It^.iinm/he. gave in Milan a course of fourteen 
sitting dij^g-which some remarkable psychic phe- 
nqinciM w^ftlwitneBsed. These have been described 
in pari^riilt'tf Mrm, and are duly attested to by men of 

...... ferity.. . ’... . ....  • .
rWards went to Rome, where Iris clair- 

ppemed to foraske him, arid he was pro­
nto be a fraud. On his return to Mel- 
he now is, lie was found to be still in an

undoifltted

voyaii^oty 
noune) ‘ 
bourij) 
unfit,j 
day,.fj

ri to carry out the work of an earlier 
-„ ‘/having apparently become worn, as an 

bfeihtyy. piece of machinery would be worn, by the 
severe'tybW to which it was subjected. I have hopes 
that I wifl'be able to magnetize him again and make 
him'prop^bty as useful in a Spiritualistic direction 
as he was - Before. I have the power to magnetize, 
and I exercise it sometimes,- but I do not hypnotize.- 

■ “On pne/occasion I magnetized .Mrs. ----- - (I do not 
wish to mention her name), and during her trance she 
has written for hours, setting forth statements made1 
to her by the spirit of Dr. Motherwell, a one-time fa­
mous medical man of Melbourne.”

■ In respect te the disembodied Dr. Motherwell, who, 
by the way, has done duty at many seances, it is said 
by Mr. Stanford that modern, methods of medical, 
treatment are adopted by the spirit, as it keeps itself 
Up-to-date by study, just the same as it would have 
done had it remained in the flesh on eai’th.

On the subject of the mysterious conveyance of 
tablets, parchments, and various strange and ancient 
articles to the seance room, it is pointed out that the 
work is accomplished by the spirits of Indian jug­
glers, who, when in life, practiced the tricks of magic. 
“These people's spirits," says Mr. Stanford, “can do 
acts of mystery that could not be performed by the 
spirits of ordinary persons. This does not mean that 
trickery is adopted at the seances, because that has 
not been possible. I have always searched Bailey 
from head to foot before he started, and I have asked 
the piests, to do the same. I have always paid the 
medium ahd borne the incidental expenses of the sit­
tings, and thus became the controller of the whole af­
fair. My object has all along been research and in­
quiry, and-1 have watched closely to make trickery 
by the medium or anybody else quite impossible. The 
manifestations must necessarily have been genuine in 
such circumstances, and having proceeded thus far 
let me show you some of the articles sent here by the 
spirits.” .

Drawers in the office contain a number of clay tab­
lets of the early Egyptian times, also weird hiero­
glyphics and writings on parchments, papyrus, and 
other sheets possessing an ancient and uncanny ap­
pearance. The translations of the cunieform writ­
ings were supplied, per the medium Bailey, by the 
spirit of a Drt Robinson, a noted archaeologist of his
time, 
hand b' 
attend’

The translations were taken down in short- 
i^,a stenographer employed for the purpose to 
the seances, and one of the tablets, which

bears the date 2,000 B. C., reads as follows: “A Nada 
of silver' Nurdurri Uh a Ninevite gave in the city of 
Kaleh fre wity’take the life of Nebo Utsa which shall 
pay when demanded of him.” A note by Dr. Robin­
son’s spirit says that he had reason to believe that 
that this was a contract between two men, a Ninevite 
and another ito take the life of a Babylonian. The 
tablet has been given to the man who was to commit 
the murder, atnd it was presumed that monw Was 
paid to him if>he aver did commit the deed, ana that 
the tablet was handed hack again. “It is a strange 
thing/;? the note continues, “that a record should.be 
kept .afiBuehia deed?’ ■ < - ....................

“Thd^matf Bkiley,” says Mr. Stanford, “spoke 
these word's in my-hearing, and it must be noted that 
he did not utter them from his own knowledge, as he 
is unlearned in the history of the time. ! Besides tab­
lets, parchments, etc., in the drawers, there is on the 
floor a leopard skin, sard to have come , from India, 
through the instrumentality of a spirit; also in a glass 
case the skull of a man said to have been killed in 
the Philippine war; a piece of spermaceti from . a 
shipwreck, which was wet and covered with seaweed 
when it arrived, objects of fetish worship from Lidia 
and Africa, human leg bones, a divining-rod, a piece

of bread that had arrived in the dough state, and 
since been baked, the spirit intimating that it had 
been taken from a woman in India; a human shoulder 
blade, such a$ tho Africans worship sb tliat they 
might be blessed with strong arms; also other arti­
cles which are, to quote the autioneer’s phrase, “too 
numerous to particularize.” ,

“Not only did spirits bring these things to. .my 
room,” said Mr. Stanford, “but on certain occasions 
they have asked me per the mediuiq,to be allowed to 
remove certain articles from the room during a_ sif­
ting. On permission being given,' ahd the desired 
article being covered with a cloth for an, instant, it! 
disappeared to do duty, I presume,-at a similar se­
ance then'progressing in some other part of the 
world. .

“Spiritualism,” remarked Mr. Stanford, “is only 
about sixty years old. It was started in America by 
ths Fox family, who began to get manifestations at 
that period. I was in‘California in the year 1852, 
and I commenced to give attention to the matter. 
Table rapping and planehette writing are the ABC 
of Spiritualism, and I passed through the various 
stages and tested everything that came before me 
.until now it is not a question of belief with me, but 
absolute knowledge. My experience, as well as my 
reading, have covered a wide field, and as a business 
man I have never allowed myself to be carried away 
by frauds of any sort. Bailey, who until recently 
was the best medium I had ever met, has not only 
produced the manifestatioins I have mentioned, but 
he has also, while influenced by the spirit of the late 
Mr. Crcswick, a noted actor bf his time, recited com­
plete plays, giving the parts Creswiek had assumed 
and those of other actors, changing his voice and 
actions to suit the several characters. In his normal 
state the medium knew’nothing about either Cres­
wiek or the plays he had helped to produce.”

Asked why he had made such liberal provision in 
his will for Australian students, as mentioned earlier 
in the present article, Mr. Stanford said that he had 
been in this country .for forty years, and as he had 
made his money here he wished to benefit the country 
that had made him rich. The details of his bequest 
will not be made known while he lives, but he re­
marks incidentally that a candition will be that those 
who from time to time secure scholarships yielded by 
the. interest on the money will have to study for a 
time at the Stanford University, and ultimately come 
back to Australia to give this country the benefit of 
their knowledge.

“There is not much hope,” he continued, “of hav­
ing the chair of psychic science and research endowed 
ident, but my will is so worded that the money I 
idoent, but my will is so worded that the 1 money I 
have set aside can not be used except in the specific 
direction I intend.

“The only thing I live for now,” he remarked in 
conclusion, “isto be of service to my fellow-men, and 
I can best do this by spreading knowledge about Spir­
itualism. We are looked at askance by the world be­
cause of the prevailing ignorance on the subject, but 
tho time is not far away that will see this new sci­
ence universal. There are many people who are Spir­
itualists, but will not let the outside world know it 
.because of the unbelief existing on the subject. Mr. 
----- (a leading Australian politician) is as much a 
Spiritualist as ever he was, but he keeps his own 
counsel because of his politics; many others are in the 
same position, but those in the circle know of their 
belief, and know also how true a thing Spiritualism 
is, and how satisfying to those who realize that much 
of the teachings of denominationalism falls short of 
giving that solace which is enjoyed in such full meas­
ure by Spiritualists.” . • ■

The foregoing is a plain and unhysterical statement 
of wliat was seen, and a true, unvarnished report of 
what was said. It is written by one having no bias as 
a Spiritualist and no prejudice as a materialist. The 
facts as to the articles seen are plainly given and may 
be accepted for what they are worth. Of course, the 
presence of the articles in the room does not prove 
Spiritualistic agency, but the statement of a sane and 
earnest man (Mr. Stanford ) as to how he came into 
possession of them must necessarily carry some 
weight, for he undoubtedly speaks the truth, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief.—Melbourne Repre- 
seutativ? ->f the Sunday Times, Sydney, New South 
Wales.
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WHENCE CAME CHRIST?
BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.

In each ot these divinities we find 
some element or lineament of Christ. 
Ahd all of them existed, either as myths 
or mortals, long anterior to his time. 
Plato, the latest of them to appear, was 
irorn in the fifth century B. C. These 
pagan divinities and deified sages, to­
gether with the religious system and 
doctrines previously noticed, were the 
sources from which Christ and Chris­
tianity* were, for the most part, de­
rived.

The following religious elements and 
ideas, nearly all of which Christians 
believe to have been divinely revealed, 
and to belong exclusively to their relig- 
* in, are of pagan origin:

Son of God,
Messiah, ■
Mediator,
The Word, ,
The Ideal Man, 
Annunciation, 
Immaculate Conception, 
Divine Incarnation,
Genealogies showing royal descent,
Virgin mother, 
Angelio visitants, .
Celestial music,
Visit of shepherds,
Visit of Magi, . .
Star of Magi, "
Slaughter of innocents, .

■ ’temptation,
’ Transfiguration, ...

Crucified redeemer, .
Supernatural darkness, 
Resurrection, ■ •
Ascension, • .
Descent into hell, *
Second advent, ' . .
Unity of God,
Trinity in Unity,

' Holy Ghost (Spirit), 1
Devil, , -
Angela, - '
Immortality of the soul, 
Last.judgment,: ■ '
Future rewards and punishments, 

' Heaven, hell and, purgatory.
Fatherhood of God, ( ’

: Brotherhood of. man. 
Freedom of the will, ’

' Fall of man, ■
Vicarious, atonement, ..
Kingdom of God,. ‘ '
Binding of Satan/ . • •. .
Mircales, . >
Prophecies, . . ’ .

. Obsession, ■: '■■ Q --._ - 1 :
/ Exorcism, . . -, . .: ' ■'- '<,,■. .■■. <::
' The priesthood,' .
Pope'and'bishops; '■'/''■■ .
Monta and nuns. ■ . ^ -^,,

-Worship of. Virgin,' . “
Adoration of Virgin and Child, 
Worship of ’saints;' > , • - - 
Worship of relics. ; ' /
Image worship, . - ..
Inspired Scriptures,

’ The cross as a religious symbol.

&&

I doubtless existed; but-nearly- all the 
Bible stories concerning him are myths. 
David and Solomon, from whose house 
Christ Is said to have been descended, 
are historical characters but the ac-

Rosary,
Holy water,
Lord’s Day (Sunday), ,
Christmas,
Faster,
Baptism, ■
Eucharist,
Washing of feet,
Anointing,
Confirmation, 
Masses for the head.
Fasting,
Prayer. _ ’
Auricular confession, .
Penance,
Absolution,
Celibacy, 
Poverty, 
Asceticism, 
Tithes.
Community ot goods,
Golden Rule and other precepts.
The Old Testament consists largely 

ot borrowed myths. Nearly everything 
in Genesis, and much of the so-called 
history which follows, are but a recital 
of Assyrian, Babylonian, Chaldean and 
other legends. Dr. Draper says: 
“From such Assyrian sources, the leg­
ends of the creation of the earth and 
heaven, the‘garden of Eden, the mak­
ing of man from clay, and of woman 
from one of his ribs, the temptation by 
the serpent, the naming of animals, 
the cherubim and flaming sword, the 
deluge and the ark, the drying up of 
the waters by the wind, the building of 
tl\e Tower of Babel, and the confusion 
of tongues, were obtained by Ezra” 
(Conflict, p. 223). ,

The ten antedeluvian patriarchs, 
Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, 
Jaren, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 
and Noah, whom Luke presents as the 
first ten progenitors of Christ, are now 
known to have been a dynasty of Baby­
lonian kings. Abram, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Judah, whom both Matthew and Luke 
declare, to have been ancestors of 
Christ, and whom Matthew places at 
the head of his genealogy, were not 
persons at all, but merely tribes of 
people. In regard to this Rev. Dr. Oort, 
professor of Oriental languages at Am­
sterdam, qays:

“They do not signify men; so much 
as groups of nations or single tribes. 
Ahram, for instance, represents a great 
part of the Terachites; Lot, the Moab­
ites' and Ammonites, whose ancestor he 
is called; Ishmael, certain tribes of 
Arabia;. Isaac, Israel and Edom togeth­
er; Jacob, Israel alone;-' while his 
twelve sons stand for the twelve 
tribes of Israel. * * Here and there the 
writers of the old legend themselves 
point out, as it were, that the -patri­
archs whom they bring upon the scene 
as men are' personifications of tribes’’ 
(Bible for Learners, Vol. 1, pp. 100­
102). Moses, the reputed'rounder of 
Judaism and aTObctyaa o£ Christ,

counts respecting the greatness of 
their kingdom and the splendor of their 
reigns are fabulous. '

Christ and Christianity are partly 
creations and partly evolutions. While 
the elements composing them were 
mostly derived from pre-existing and 
contemporary beliefs, they were not 
formed as a novelist creates a hero 
and a. convention frames a constitution. 
Their growth was gradual. Jesus, if he 
existed, was a Jew, and his religion, 
with a few Innovations, was Judaism. 
With his death, probably, his apotheo­
sis began. During the first century 
the transformation was slow; but dur­
ing tbe succeeding centuries rapid. 
The Judaic elements of hia religion 
were, in time, nearly all eliminated, 
and the pagan elements, one by one, 
were incorporated into the new faith.

Regarding the establishment of this 
religion Lecky says: “Christianity had 
become the central intellectual power of 
the world, but it triumphed not so 
much by superseding rival faiths as by 
absorbing and transforming them. 

'Old systems, old rites, old images were 
grafted into the new-belief, retaining, 
much of their ancient character but as­
suming new names and a new com­
plexion” (Rationalism, vol-1, p. 223).

Its origin is thus traced by Mrs. 
Besant; “From the'later'Jews comes 
the Unity of God; from India ahd Egypt' 
the Trinity in Unity; from India and 
Egypt the crucified Redeemer; from 
India, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, the 
virgin mother and the divine son; from 
Egypt its priests and its ritual; from 
the Essenes and the Therapeuts its as­
ceticism ; from Persia, India, and 
Egypt, its sacraments; from Persia and 
Babylonia its angels and-devils; from 
Alexandria the binding into one of 
many lines of thought.” (Freethinkers’’ 
Text Book, p. 392.) . c

Concerning this. Judge Strange, an­
other English writer, says: "The Jew­
ish Scriptures and the trauitionary 
teaching of their doctors, the. Essenes 
and Therapeuts, tbe : Greek philoso­
phers, the Neoplatonism of Alexandria, 
and the Buddhism of the East, gave 
ample supplies for the Composition of 
the doctrinal portion of the new faith; 
the divinely procreated personages of 
the Grecian and Roman pantheons, the 
tales of the Egyptian Osiris, and of the 
Indian Rama, Krishna, and Buddha, 
furnished the materials for the image 
of the new Savior of mankind.”- (Por­
traiture and Mission of Jesus, p. 27.) .

While affirming the divine origin ot 
Christianity, the church historian Mo­
sheim admits its early paganijation. 
He says: “ThetiteS and Institutions, by 
which the” Greeks, Romans, and other 
nations had formerly testified their re­
ligious veneration for fictitious deities, 
were now adopted, with some slight al­
terations, by Christian bishops, and em­
ployed in the .Service of the true God 

-* * Hence it’happened* that Tn thebe 
times the religion of the Greeks and Ro­
mans differed very little In its exter- 
Ml appearance from that of the

Christians. They had both a most- 
pompous and splendid ritual. Gorge­
ous robes,' mitres, tiaras, wax-tapers, 
crozters, processions, lustrations, im­
ages, gold and. silver vases, and many 
such circumstances of pageantry, were 
equally to be^een in thq heathen tem­
ples and the'Christian churches. (Ec- 
cleslastical History, p. 105.)

The creeds of old are dead or dying, 
and the celestial, kings, who seemed so 
real to their worshipers, are mostly 
crownless phantoms now. Buddha, 
Laoutsze, and Confucius, the wise men 
of the East cotnmand the reverence of 
nearly half the world, and the Persian 
prophet has. a few followers; but from 
these faiths the supernatural is vanish­
ing. Millions yet believe that Krishna, 
the Christ of India, is the son of God, 
but this faith, too, is waning. The in­
tellectual offspring of Plato's brilliant 
brain survive;'.but all that remains of 
his divine father.-is a mutilated effigy. 
The genial sun still warms and lights 
the earth, but .centuries have flown 
since Mithra, his beloved, received the 
adoration of mankind." The fire still 
glows upon the hearth, but the great 
Titan who brought it down from heaven 

. lives only In agoet’s. dream.
The crimson nectar of the vine 

moves meh to,’mirth and madness now 
^as when’the swanof Teos sang its 
’praise, but Bacchus and the ancient 
mysteries anS'- dead. Above storm­
wrapped .Olympus, as of old, is heard 
the thunder’s ,ayful peal, but it is not 
the voice of Zeps. The voice of this, • 
the mightiest 01*811 the gods, is bushed 
forever. The-populous and' .ever­
growing empire "of the-dead still flour­
ishes, butsiin .its; solemn court Osiris 
no longes gits 3§i Judge, The mother, 
as .of ypfe^presRes to her loving heart 
her dimplM babe and fondly gazes into 
its azure Syej 'to ’koo Its artless smile; 
but Egyptfei staiflirowned virgin and 
her royal lOhild. who once received the 
homage of §. world, are new but mythic 
dust.* . . z .

Manly beauty thrills, our daughters’ 
hearts wittflove'S‘atrange ecstasy, and. 
the feign^F suffering- of the dying­
hero on the mlniio stage moistens 
their eyesidyith.tiiears; but Adonis 
sleeps , in Ips Pjwenician tomb, .'his 
slumbers un’disturped by woman's sobs. 
The purple flower! .substance of his 
sweet self?‘Which15 Venus carried in her 
bosom,jvithered’Oong ago. When, at 
eve, tlie^suramer shower bathes with Its 
cooling drops, the verdure of. the 
fields, across ) the sun-kissed cloud 
which veils the Orient sky, may still 
be seen the gorgeous-bridge of Bifrost; 
hut over its 'maj&tic arches the daunt­

' less Odin rides, no more.
“The fair huminities of old religions. 
The power, :the heauty, and thet maj­

esty, ■■' •• : ’-.. •• *■
That had thein haunts In dale, or pipy 

mountain, .
Or forest by slow ‘ stream, or pebbly 

spring, ' < •
Or chasms ahd watery depths; all these 

have vanished; ' "
They live naJoncer-An.. the faith of rear 

son “ —Schiller.
What has been the fate of the pagan 

gods will be the fate of the Christian

deity. Christianity, which supplanted 
the ancient faiths, will, in turn, be sup­
planted by other religions. On two 
continents already the cross has gone 
down before the crescent The belief 
in Christ as a divine being is passing 
hway. The creeds, as of old, affirm his 
divinity, .but in the minds of his more 
enlightened, followers the divine ele­
ments are disappearing.

What was formerly believed to be su­
pernatural, is now knoWn to be natural. 
Wha£ werd once living verities are now 
dead formalities. Slowly and painfully, 
but surely-and clearly, men are becom­
ing convinced that there are no divine 
beings and no supernatural religions— 
that all the gods, including Christ, are 
myths,.and all the religions, including 
Christianity, human productions. In 
the words of Jules Soury, “Time, which 
condenses nebulae, lights up suns, 
brings’ life and thought upon planets 
theretofore: steeped in death, and gives 
back. ephemeral worlds to dissolution 
and the fertile chaos of the everlasting 
universe—time knows naught of gods,' 
nor of the dim and fallacious hopes of 
ignorant mortals.” -

With these sublime pictures—a retro­
spect and a prpphecy—from the gallery 
of the great master, I close this long- 
drawn subject.' . .

“When India was supreme, Brahma 
sat-upon, the world's- throne. When 
the scepter passed to Egypt, Isis and 
Osiris received the homage of man­
kind. Greece, With her fierce valor, 
swept to empire, And Zeus, put on the 
purple of authority. The earth trem-’ 
bled;'with the tread of Rome’s intrepid, 
sons, and Jove grasped with mailed 
hand -. the thunderbolts of Heaven. 
Rome fell, and Christians, from her ter­
ritory,- with the red ' sword, of- war 
carved: out the ruling nations of the 
world, and now Christ sits upon the 
old throne. Who will be his succes­
sor?” - , ...

“I look again.. The popes and priests 
and kings are gone. The altars and 

' the thrones have mingled with the dust 
The aristocracy of land and cloud have 
perished from the earth and air. The 
gods are dead, Anew religion sheds 

;its glory on mankind *. * And as I look 
Life lengthens, Joy deepens, Love in­
tensifies,-Fear dies—Liberty at last is 
God, and Heaven Is here.—Truth 
Seeker, v ■, . •
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. “Spirit Belioes.” By Mattle E. Hull. 
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of the author’s latest and" choicest po- 
etns.'x Neatly bound In cloth,-and with 
portrait of the author. Frice, 75 cents.
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CHURCH OF ROME IN CHINA.
OUR TWELVE PREMIUM BOOK3.

M

Catholics Responsible .for the Late 
• Massacre There.

The blame for the enmity of the peo­
ple bf China to missionaries, has been 
fixed upon the Church of Rome and its 
priests. The proof is conclusive— 
backed as it is by both American and 
British consuls.

Referring to the recent terrible mas­
sacre of the Presbyterian missionaries 
at Lienchau. the New York Herald ot 
Dec. 12' printed a dispatch from Hong 
Kong containing this passage:

“The correspondent of the Chinese 
Mall, after an investigation, makes the 
statement that Protestant Christians 
declared that they recognized Catholics 
among the leaders of the mob.

“ ‘To give further color to the Idea 
that the Catholics had some connec­
tion with the affair.’ says the corre­
spondent, ‘the French priests, although 
several times requested to help quiet 
the crowd, the civil magistrate himself 
sending a special request to them, re­
fused to do anything. I presume that 
the officials, if it is possible to suppose 
that they sincerely desired to protect 
the foreigners, recognized the ringlead­
ers as Catholics and knew that the 
priests could influence them and so 
sent the request At any rate, tbe 
French priests were not molested.

“ ‘And among the party that came 
with the civil official to the cave at the 
time Dr. Machie and Miss Patterson 
were rescued was a prominent Catho­
lic, Vho invited them to go to the 
Catholic mission premises, assuring 
them that they would be safe there. 
Dr. Machie refused this belated offer of 
help.’

“In an editorial commenting on the 
story-told by its correspondent, the 
China Mail; after discussing the sug­
gestion that an anti-Christian feeling 
prompted the massacre, says: "

“ 'The attitude and co-operation of 
Roman Catholic converts in the 
slaughter, however, seem to need con­
siderable explanation, if, as is alleged, 
the French priest failed, when called 
upon, to use his influence where it, 
would be respected in order to assist 
the Americans he is culpable to a 
great degree and some steps should be 
taken to secure his deportation from 
China. It is said that this very priest 
was some time ago removed from 
Tungkun for stirring up anti-Protestant 
feeling, and if such is-the case stringent 
investigation should be made to ascer­
tain to what extent Roman. Catholic fol­
lowers participated in the massacre, 
and how far the priest went in refusing 
to render assistance when -notified, -by 
Chinese that the Americans were being 
attacked,

‘"Before inquiry - on these points is 
made it is unwise to pass judgment 
upon the missionary, but should the 
charges be sustained no stone should 
be left unturned to secure his removal 
froth China. Eiich dangerous elements 
should . not be tolerated in quarters 
where Protestant missionaries are op­
erating.”

They are our own publications.
They are neatly and substantially; 

bound in cloth. .
No other publishing house In the 

United States excels them in the me­
chanical work—bidding, printing and 
paper.

The three volumes of the “Encyclope­
dia of Death, and Life In tho Spirit 
World,” contain more valuable data 
on Death and Spirit Lite than can be 
dug up in all the libraries of the world.

Then comes the valuable work by 
Hudson Tuttle, "The Religion ot Man 
and Ethics of Science."

Then the excellent work by Dr. J. M. 
Peebles, "The Seers of the Ages.”

Then comes the "Great Debate Be­
tween Moses Hull and W. F. Jamieson. 
It will fill an important niche in your 
library.

Then follows "Ghost Land,” "Art 
Magic,” "The Next World Interviewed" 
and “A Wanderer In the Spirit Lands," 
and the “Occult Life of Jesus.”

And lastly, our latest premium book, 
"Letters From the Spirit World," writ­
ten through the mediumship of that re­
markable medium, Carlyle Petersllea.

All these TWELVE PREMIUM 
BOOKS are furnished to our subscrib­
ers for J3.76 (postage prepaid)—a price 
never before known In ancient or mod­
ern times. Read over our premium list 
and then send for them. They will de­
light you. They will constitute a per­
ennial fountain of knowledge for you 
and your family,—an achievement only 
accomplished by tbe Progressive 
Thinker—a miracle In modern business 
enterprise! ' 
-flEAR IN MIND when ordering 

Premium Books, that you must always 
accompany the order with a year's sub­
scription for The Progressive Thinker.

Science and a Future Life,
By Prof. James H. Hyslop. Price 

$1.50; Postage 10 cents.

This work is one of the most valu­
able acquisitions to the literature ot 
Modern Spiritualism that has appeared 
of late years. IL is scientific in its 
method, profound in Its ethical deduo 
Lions, unanswerable in its- logic, and 
above all sympathetic to the truth 
whatever it may be and wherever it 
may be found. For sale at this office. '

RADIANT ENERGY sis,Its Relation 
to Modern Astrophysics, by Edgar L. Larkin, 
Director Lowe Observatory, Echo Mountain, 
California. This book treats upon anew branch - 
of research Into the laws of nature, and to the*

-student or even. an admirer of tbe modem as­
trological literature will surely come with great 
Interest. Price, cloth. El.Ta • • /

THE SOUL Of THINGS', .
Or Psychometric Researches and Discoveries., 
By Wm. ahd Elizabeth M. F. Denton. A mar. 
velous work. Though concise as a text book 11 
Is as lasclnatlng as a work ot fiction. Ths 
reader will be amazed to see ths curious toots 
here combined In support ot this power ot th# 
human mind, which will resolve a thousand 
doubts and difficulties, make geology plain as 
day, and throw light on all subjects now oth 
soured by lime. Price, 11.6a In thmrolumoa 
cloth bound. 61.60 each. Postage, IQs per eopm

should.be
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“ ' THB ^ROGRBSSIVE THINKER

This is a charming narrative illustrating the beauty, 
grandeur and sublimity of the spirit side of life, the 
realms of souls, the immortal spheres of existence. 
Margaret 0. W. Oliphant is the author. And while it 

1 has been read by millions in the past, it will prove re­
freshing and soul-inspiring to dur readers to again 
peruse it and feel its thrills of inspiration, and enjoy 
its uplifting influence. - .. .

. CHAPTER I.—Continued,

:. The little Pilgrim sat very still, won- 
■dering at all this. She had thought 
■when a soul left the earth tliat it went 
at once to God, and thought of nothing 
more, except , worship and singing of 
praises. But this was different from 
her thoughts. She sat and pondered 
and wondered. She was baffled at 
many pointif. She was not changed, as 
she expected, but so much like hergeif; 
still—still perplexed, and feeling her­
self foolish; not understanding; tolling 
after a something which, she could not 
grasp. The only difference was that 
it was no trouble to her now. She 

1 smiled at herself and her dullness, 
feeling sure that by and by she would

; understand. ’
. “And; don't you wonder, too?” she 
' said to her companion, which was a 
. speech'such as she used to make upon 

the earth, when people thought her 
little remarks disjointed, and did not 

■ always see tbe connection of them.
But her friend of heaven knew what 
she meant. 1
. “I; do nothing but wonder,” she said, 

LXfcr it is all -so natural,, not what we 
thought.”

■' " ''Is it long since you have been 
here?” the Pilgrim said.

• “I came before yoii; but how long or 
how short ! cannot tell, for that 1b not 
how we count. We count only by what 
happens tp us. And nothing yet has 

z happened to me, except that I have 
seen our Brothcr^My mother sees 
him always. That means she has lived 
here a long time, and well—”

“Is It possible to live ill—<fn heaven?” 
T-he little Pilgrim's eyes grew large, as 
if they were going to have tears in 
them, and a little shadow seemed to 
come over her. But the other’laughed 
softly, and restored all her confidence.

“I have told you I do not know If it 
Is heaven or not. No one does ill, but 
some do;little, and some do much, just 
.ns'It used ..to be. Do you remember . In 
; Dante there was a lazy spirit that 

. stayed about .the gates and never got 
farther? But perhaps you never read 
that.” . .

j “I was not clever,” said the little PH­
' ^rim, wistfully; "no, I never read it. I

cWfsh I had known more.’-' ' ' • '
; ;->Uppn which the beautiful lad/ kissed’ 
. h er again to give her courage, and said:

• “It does not mtoteto4at. all. It all 
comes;; to you, whether you have 

j known It or not.” ' . ’ ' • 
“Then you mother came here long 
■■.ego?” said the Pilgrim. Ah,'then I 
“ Shall.see my mother too.” ; ’ '

) .’"Oh, very soon, as soon as she can 
come; but.-there..are many thlpgs -to 

(too.;’-Sometimes we can: go and- meet 
' ■(those who are coming; but it Is not al-

that they -would be carrying her body,- 
which she had left behind her, away to 
the grave. Bhe did not think of this, 
because she was not aware of the loss, 
and felt too much herself to think that 
there was another part of her being 
buried in the grounds From this she 
was aroused by her companion asking 
her a question. ■
- “Have, you left- many there?” she 
said. . '

"No one,” said the little Pilgrim,' "to 
whom I was the first on earth; but 
they loved me all the same; and if I 
could only, .only let them know—"

“But I left one to . whom I was the 
first on earth,” said the other, with 
tears in her beautiful eyes; “and oh, 
bow glad I should be to be less happy if 
he might be less sad!” ,

"And you cannot go? you cannot go 
to him and tell, him ? Oh, I wish,” cried 
the little Pilgrim; but then she paused, 
for the. wish diet^ all away in her heart 
into a tender love for this poor, sorrow-? 
ful man whoin she did not know? This 
gave her the sweetest pang she had 
ever felt, for she knew that all was 
well, and yet was so sorry, and would 
have willingly given up her happiness 
for his. All this the lady read in her 
eyes or her heart, and loved her for it; 
and they took hands and were silent to­
gether, thinking of those they had left, 
as we upon earth think of those who 
have gone from us, but only with far 
more understanding and far greater 
love. "And have you never been able 
to do anything for him?” our Pilgrim 
said. .

Then the beautiful lady’s face flushed 
all over with the most heavenly warmth 
and light. Her smile ran over like the 
bursting out of the sun. "Oh, I will tell 
you,” she said. “There was a moment 
when he was very sad and perplexed, 
not knowing what to think; there was 
something he could not understand. 
Nor could I understand, nor did I know 
what it was, until it was said to me, 
'You may go and tell him.’ And I wimt 
in the early morning before he was 
awake, and kissed him, and said i^n 
bis ear. He woke uys^n a moment,J!'a!nd

('.ways so. 
j message.

I remember that she had a
She could not leave

“business, you may be sure, or
* .Would have been here.”
:. • "Then you know my mother?

Her 
she

Oh,
* and my dearest father too?"

' “We all know each other,” the lady 
"said with a smile. . '

“And you? did you come to meet me 
—only out of kindness, though I do not 
;know you?” the little Pilgrim said.

■- ’ “I am nothing but an idler,” said the 
beautiful lady, “making acquaintance. 
I am of little use as yet; I was Very 
hard worked before I came here, and 
they think it well that we should sit in
the sun and take a little rest, and 
things out.”
• Then the little Pilgrim sat still 
mused, and felt in henheart that

find

and 
she

Lad found many things out. What she 
had -heard had been wonderful, and It 
was. more wonderful still to be sitting 
her^ all alone, save for this lady, yet so 
ikappy and at ease. She wanted to 
sing, she was so happy; but remem­
bered that' she was old, and had lost 
her voice; and then remembered again 
that she was no longer old, and per­
haps bad found it again. And then it 
occurred to her to remember how she 
had learned to sing, and how beautiful 
her sister’s voice was, and how heav­
enly to hear her,—which made her re­
member that this dear sister would be
weeping, not singing, down where 
had come from; and Immediately 
tears stood in her eyes.

“Oh,” she said, "X never thought

she 
the

we
should cry when we came here. I 
thought there were no tears in heaven.”

“Did you think, then, that we were 
all turned into -stone?” cried the beau­
tiful lady. “It hays God shall wipe 
away all tears from our faces, which is 
not like saying there . are to be no 
tears.”

Upon which the little Pilgrim, glad 
that, it was permitted to be sorry, 
though she was so happy, allowed her­
self to think upon the place she had so 
lately left And she seemed to see her 
little room again, with all the pictures 
ganging as she had left them, and the 
house darkened, and the dear faces 
shfjknew all sadtond troubled? and to 
hear.them saying over to each, other all 
the little careless words she had said 
m If they were out of the Scriptures, 
itM crying if any one, but mentioned 
bet* name, and Cutting oh crape and 
black dresses, and lamenting as if that 
Which had. happened was something 
very, terrible. She cried at this, and 
yet felt half inclined to laugh, but 
would not, because it would be disre­
spectful to those Bhe loved. One thing 
did tort occur to her, and that .was.

understood, and everything was clear 
to him. Afterward I heard him say, 
Tt'is true that the night brings counsel. 
I had been troubled and distressed all 
day long, but in the morning it was 
quite clear to me.’ And the other an­
swered, ’-Your brain was refreshed, and 
that made, your judgment clear.’ . But 
they never knew.it was I! That was a. 
great delight. The dear souls, they are' 
so,foolish,” she cried,, with the sweet-.

• est-laughter,-that ran into tears. "One 
cries because One is sb happy; it is just 
a silly.ojd,habit,” she-said.’ ..,

“And you were, not grieved—It did 
not hurt’you—tliat he dj^ hot know—” 

. .“Oh,-not then, not then! I did not go 
to him-for that. When you haye been 
here a little longer, you will see the 
difference.. When you go for yourself, 
out of impatience, because it still seems 
to you that you must knew "best, and 
they don’t know you, then It strikes to 
your heart;, bjjt when you go to help 
them,—ah,” she cried, "when he ccmes, 
how much I shall have to tell him! 
(You thought it was sleep, When it was 
I; when you awoke so fresh and clear, 
it was I that kissed you; you thought it 
your duty to me to be sad afterward, 
and were angry with yourself because 
you had wronged me bf the i'.rst 
thoughts of your waking—when it was 
all .me, all through! ”’

. “I begin to understand,” said the lit­
tle Pilgrim. "But why should they not 
see us, and why should not we tell 
them? It would seem so natural. If 
they sawuB, it would make them so 
happy , and sure.” .

Upon this the lady shook her head.’ 
' “The worst of-it is not that they are 
not sure, it is the parting. If ^this 
makes us sorry here, *how can they es­
cape the sorrow of It, even if they saw 
ub—for we must be parted. We can 
not go back to live with them, or why 
should we have died? And then we 
must all live bur lives, they in their 
way, we in ours. We must not weigh 
them down, but only help them when it 
Is Seen that there Is need for IL All, 
this we shall know better by and by.” ■

"You make it so clear, andyour face 
is so bright,” said . our little Pilgrim 
gratefulljqC’you must-have known a 
great deal, nnd understood even.when

little Pilgrim looked up too, with her 
heart beating, but there was no one. 
Then she gave a little sigh, and turned 
and listened again. •

“J had not been looking for him, or 
thinking. You know my mind is too 
light; I am pleased with whatever is be­
fore me. And I was so curious, for 
my mother had told me many things; 
when suddenly I caught sight of him 
passing by. He was going on, and 
when I saw this a panic seized me, lest 
he should pass and say nothing. I do 
not'know what . I did. I flung myself 
upon his robe, and got hold of It—or pt 
least I think so. I was in such an ag­
ony lest he should pass and never no» 
tice me. But that was my folly. He 
pass!, As if that could be!"

“And what did he say to you?” cried 
the little Pilgrim, her heart almost 
aching, it beat so high with sympathy 
and expectation. ' '

The lady, looked at her for' a little 
wjthout saying anything. / .

“I cannpt teH .you,” she said, “any 
mor^ than I can tell if this is heaven. 
It is a mystery. When you-see him you 
will know. It will be all' you have 

1 ever hoped for, and more besides, for he 
understands everything. He' knows 

,what Is in our hearts about those we 
haye (left, and why he sent for us be­
fore them. There is no need to tell him 
anything; he knows. He will come 
when it is time; and after you have 
seen him you will know what to do.”

Then the beautiful lady turned her 
eyes toward the gate, and while the lit­
tle Pilgrim-was still gazing, disap­
peared from her, and went to comfort 
some other stranger. They were dear 
friends-always, and met often, but not 
again in the same way.

When sho was thus left alone again, 
the. little Pilgrim sat still upon the 
grassy mound, quite tranquil and hap­
py, without wishing to move. There 

: was such a sense of well-being In her, 
that she liked to sit there , and look 
about her. and breathe ^he delightful 
air, like the air of a summer morning, 
without wishing for anything.

“How idle I am!" she said to her­
self, in the very words she had'often 
used before she died; but then she was 
idle from weakness, and now from 
happiness. She wanted, for nothing. 
To be alive was. so sweet. There was 
a great deal to think about -in what 
she had heard, but she did not even 
think about that, only resigned herself 
to the delight of .sitting there in the 
sweet air and being happy. ' Many 
people were coming and ’ going, and 
they-all knew her, and smiled uporr her, 
and those who were at a distance would 
wave their hands. This did not sur­
prise her at all, for though she was a 
stranger, she top; felt that she knew 
them all; but thatthey should be so 
kind was a delight to' her which words 
could not fell. She sat and . mused 
very sweetly about all that had been 
told , her, and'wondeyed whether she 
too might go sometimes, and with a 
MBs and a whisper clear up something 
that was dark in the miiid of,some one 
who Idved her. “I . that never was 
clever! ” she said - to herself, with a 
smile. AM chiefly she thought of a- 
friend whom she loved who was often, 
in great-perplexity, and did not know' 

' bow to guide herself amid (the difficul­
ties of the world. ’ i ,•,. . .. ,

The little Pilgrim hglf laughed with 
delight, and then half cried with long­
ing to go, as the b^'toiful lady -had 
done, and make something jear that' 
had been dark before, to this friend. 
As she was thinking what a pleasure it 
would be, some one came'^up to her, 
crossing over the flowery. greenness, 
leading the path on purpose. , This was 
h being younger than the lady.( who had 
spoken to her before,'with fl , wing hair, 
all crisped with touches or sunshine, 
and a dress all white and soft, like the 
feathers of a white dove. There was 
something in her face different from 
that of the other, tjy which the little 
Pilgrim knew somehow, without know­
ing how, that she had come here as a 
child, and grown up in this celestial 
p;ace. She was tall and fair, and came 
along with so musical a motion, as it 

Tier foot scarcely touched the ground, 
that she might have had wings; and 
the little Pilgrim indeed was, not sure 

, 'as site .watched her, whether it jpight 
not perhaps be an angel; for,she knew 
that there were angels among the 
blessed people who were coming and 

going about, but had not been able yet 
1 to find one out. , - .

„. ’phe knew that this new-comer was 
^.. Inlng to her, and turned towards her 
with a smile and a throb at her heart 

‘ of expectation. But- when the heavenly 
maiden drew nearer, her'face, though 

’ it was so fair, looked to the Pilgrim 
like another face, which she had known 

' very well,—Indeed, like the ' homely 
' and troubled face Of the friend of

you were in the world.” .
"I 'was as foolish as I could be,” said 

the other, with a laugh# that was as. 
sweet as tousle; “yet thought I knew, 
and they thought I knew. But all that • 
does not matter now.” • , ;

"I think- it. inafters, for look - how 
much you have showed me. But tell 
me one thing more: how was it said,to 
you that you must go and tell him? 
,Was it some'one who spoke?- Was 
it—” . ' • ' ' ■ ' ' •’:

Iler face grew so bright that all the 
past brightness was as a dull'sky tp, 
this. It gave out such a light of hap-: 
pinessi that the little Pilgrim was daz­
zled;
'. “Iwas wandering about,” she’ said, 
“to see thid hew.placed My mother had 
come back between two errands she’ 
had, and had come to see me and tell 
me everything; and I was straying 
about, wondering what I was to do, 
when suddenly I saw some one coming 
along, as it might be now—”

. She paused -and looked up, and Ure

whom she had been thinking. '* 
And so she smiled all the more, 

held out her hands and said, "I 
sure I know^you;”’ upon which 
other kissed her and said', “We 
know each other; but I have seen

MK BEBES!

had disappeared,

they (the spirits) could dematerialise 
any material article, and so the mortal 
was encouraged to "try the spirits" 
with articles of jewelry, all of which
were dematerialized |(?) in the same 
manner as the flowers

SPECIAL THOUGHT CHANNEL

and finally the proposition was made to 
our gullible friend, by the spirits (?) to 
become his spirit bankers, stating that 
if he would deliver to them some gold 
coins, the more the better, they would 
dematerialize them and use them as a 
nucleus for gathering more of that 
same precious element from the great 
storehouse, of nature, and then materi­
alize gold coins for his use at any time, 
thus giving him an inexhaustible bank 
account to draw from for all time to 
come, and so the compact was formed, 
the gold coins were delivered to the 
“dear spirits," and then the awakening 
came so suddenly that It was a great 
shock to the mortal. He soon realized 
that hls gold coins were dematerialize^ 
Indeed. He passed oh .to a higher 
plane of development. He had learned 
his lesson and had paid the price. The. 
price was high. It was the price of ex­
perience. .

I recognize that work of demateriat 
• Jzing the white fiat, etc., as work from 
which., the gullible patrons of such 
shows will sooner or later experience
an awakening. H. A. CROSS.
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The Materialization of Garments
Angels, Considered From the Stand­
point of a Critical Spiritualist of An- 

1 derson, Ind.

The Question Before Spiritualists iS'-this: Can a 
Spirit dematerialize a white dress, a white hat, a pair 
of white stockings, a scarf, fan and’ doll, and convey 
them to her home in spirit life, and then at will ma­
terialize them, and bring tham back to earth ? .

Letter From a Washington Spiritualist.
To the Editor:—A fine demonstration Keeler, who is a spirit photographer, to

of spirit power took piace at Mrs. M. A. take her photograph while entranced in 
Keeler’S'some time ago. A short time the cabinet in the dark. She seated 
before .Christmas Clara Collingwood, hersqlf in the cabinet, the curtain 
Mrs. Keeler’s cabinpt messenger, ex- pulled a little to one side, the camera
pressed a wish for _a full 3>uUit__ot placed In position, the room made dark, 

' ‘ ‘ ' - - - and the photograph was taken. To oneearthly clothing. ONE LADY GOT HER 
A NICE WHITE HAT; ANOTHER 
MADE HER A WHITE DRESS; ANOTH­
ER PROVIDED HEREWITH A PAIR 
OF WHITE SHOES; ANOTHER WITH 
A PAIR OF WHITE STOCKINGS; 
AND OTHERS WITHn.SCARF, FAN
AND DOLL. These article^ were pre­
sented to her for a Christmas present, 
and'were taken away somewhere by the 
spirit messenger, nottone dr them be­
ing left in the seance/room.) I When in­
quiry was made. Clara sai£- she took 
them to her spirit home. J

A few weeks after Christmas, Mrs. 
Keeler, who is a milterialisding medi­
um, requested her husband;;. Dr. Wm.

. THE ABOVE LETTER- SPEAKS 
FOR ITSELF. WHETHER-THE MA­
TERIAL GARMENTS OFH EARTH 
CAN BE TRANSPORTED TO SPIRIT

HOW IT WAS DONE.

for

side, and in front of Mrs. Keeler, 
stands Clara Collingwood, the spirit 
messenger, clothed in her Christmas 
presents "of - earthly clothing. I send 
you the photograph; also a'photograph 
of myself and spirit wife and son, and 
also One of myself and Spirit Dr. Hol­
land, who controls the materializations, 
and the face and head of Clara and oth­
ers supposed to be relatives, and whom 
I do not recognize.

This demonstration proves to me 
that spirits can be photographed and 
that they can take solids to their spirit
homes.

Washington, D. C.
RUFUS SUMERLIN.

THAT OUTRAGES DECENCY, AND 
WITH THE PONSCI ENCELESS 
BRUTE THAT ..INVADES THE SANC­
TITY OF A PURE HOME AND DE-

LIFE, AND THEN BE RE-MATERI- 8TR0Y8 IT. SPIRITS (THE MEDL 
ALIZED, AND WORN'BY AhjORTAL, UM OR, CONFEDERATE ONLY) 
IS A QUESTION THAT.THOSE GNLY HAVE RECEIVED FROM THOSE
WHO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS SYM­
POSIUM, MUST DECIDE. HOW, 

Myer, we desire TO SPEAK OF 
THE GROSS DECEPTIOM PRAC-. 
TLCED IN THIS QJTY, CARRIED ON 
,BY- .MATERIALIZING MEDIUMS. 

THE DECEPTION HAS BEEN 
MOUNTAIN HIGH. THE FRAUD

WHOM THEY HAD BADLY DUPED 
OR DECEIVED, MONEY AND PRES­
ENTS GALORE—DRESSES, GOLD, 
ETC., TO BE TRANSFERRED FOR 
SOME SPECIAL PURPOSE TO THE 
SPIRIT .SIDE OF LIFE., NO! USED 
BY THESE VAMPIRE MATERIALIZ­
ING MEDIUMS. THE INVE8TIGA-

PRACTICED HA8 BEEN OF THE TION WILL GO ON UNTIL SPIRIT- 
'MOST CRUEL, . HEARTLESS KIND. UALI8TS - GENERALLY HAVE. A
THE ACT0R8 MUST BE CLASSED COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT 
WITH THE THIEF, WITH THE HAS BEEN GOING ON-IN THE DARK 
HOLD-UP MAN, WITH THE VILLAIN CABINET.

AN AWAKENING.

often before you came here," and knelt 
down by her, among the flowers that 
were growing, just in. front of some 
tall lilies that grew over her, and made 
a lovely canopy- over her head. -

There was something in her face that 
was like a child; her mouth so soft, as 
if It had never spoken anything but 
heavenly words, her eyes brown and 
golden, as If they were filled with 
light She took the little Pilgrim’s 
hands in hers, and- held them - and 
smoothed them between her. own; 
These hands had been very thin and 
worn before, but now, when the Pil­
grim looked at them, she saw that they 
became, softer and whiter every mo-' 
ment with the touch of this immortal 
youth? ' ■ . /■' -

• (To be continued.) ■ ' . ...

"The Present Age and Finer Life; 
Ancient and Modern 'Mysteries Classi­
fied and Explained." By Andrew Jack­
son Davis. We have a few copies of 
this work by the celebrated seer. Cloth. 
$1.10. . - .

A Conscientious Spiritualist of LA^ked 
Intelligence, Honesty 'and Int^frlty, 
Relates Some’ Interesting Details In 
Connection With Materialization and 
Dematerialization -^ Like Thousands 
of Others, He Believed in the Spirit's 
Assertion Until the' Deception Was

' Revealed. .
• .In expressing my views regarding 
tbat which has been termed “A Ffae 
Demonstration of Spirit Power,” the ac­
count of which includes, according to 
the. writer.of the circular letter, the de- 
materlalizmj^of a nice white hat, white 
dress, white shies, white stockings, 
and presumably an entire outfit of fem­
inine whitetattire, and later the mate­
rializing btWe .whole outfit for that 
very remariuffie occasion when a pho­
tograph was taken of the medium and 
of materialized spirits, one of whom 
was attired in the above-named white 
apparel, and all photographed in - a 
DARK ROOM, I will remark that Expe­
rience. is an .expensive. teacher, but a 
certain clads ^f mortals, can not be 
taught by any other method; or I might, 
say that people upon a certain plane 
in their developmenttot. knowledge and 
common horse, sensei .cato, not be made 
to believe other than |hat “the moon is 
made of green cheese;”' u

Borne writers maintain that it is bet­
ter not to molest the tools in their folly, 
but let them pay the Brice ami learn the 
lesson well while they toe f^out it- 
_ Another class of thinkerstond writers, 
who perhaps think not sodmuch about 
the gullible ones asefcf the detestable 
fakers whose flecks lafe eo well adapted 
to the hangman’s roj.e, m^'ntaln that 
such practices as al^ve ’ Referred to 
should be prohibitedniinderrl a heavy 
penalty of fine and iinprlsonmenL .

■ Not pausing at thlfl tim^ to choose 
any method of db^ng ^th eue^1 
fraudulent practices; ® aljpve' referred 
to, I wish to call attention >to the teach­
. ings which have com>® to mortals from 
the spirit realms through the hand of a 
Petersilea and from a Petersilea, and 
from other reliable, .'spirit sources, 
teaching that all living things upon the 
material plane are permeated with 
spirit essence, an4 that it is spirit only 
which can by any possible means find 
its way into the spirit realms. ;
/ Gross material of earth can never be 

absorbed into the .sphere of spirit, is 
not only the declaration ' from the 

I iwellers of spirit spheres but is a state- 
I nent which will stand the. test of reflec- 
I don by all_lntelllgent thjjjkers of this

twentieth century.
The statement that material things 

of earth can be dematerialized and ab­
sorbed Into the realm of spirit with no
residue of the grosser parts left behind

That objects may be materialized and 
dematerialized at the will of the medi­
um seem” to be a popular fallacy with 
many Spiritualists. Replying to the 
marvelous story contained in the pres­
ent number of this paper, wherein a 
lady’s suit of clothing was dematerial­
ized and wafted to the spirit spheres— 
yea, to the spirit home of the “spirit 
messenger,” I would call the attention 
of the reader to some statements con­
tained in the said article.

Now if it can be shown that any par­
ticular part,, of the performance was 
fraudulent, then It must necessarily 
follow that it was all fraudulent—in 
short if it can be clearly demonstrated 
that the photographer’s work was 
fraudulent, then the conclusion must 

rfollow that he was working in collusion 
with the materializing medium in the 
deception.

The medium requested the^ spirit 
photographer to take her picture "in 
the dark," and lo, and behold, the 
"spirit messenger, clad In her Christ­
mas presents of earthly clothing," ap­
peared upon ihe photographic plate. 
It was the.identical suit made by hu­
man hands—made of earthly materials 
for the use of one whose home was in 
the spirit world, and which had disap­
peared from the seance room in such

the claims of materializing medium! 
and forthwith became exceedingly ei# 
thusiastic over the possibilities ot mm 
terialization. Jie would save milllont 
of dollars to Qie people. He would ma­
terialize the “dead armies of the past” 
to take the place of our present army. 
Nothing to pay for food or clothing I 
The soldiers In the flesh could go home , 
and go to work and the whle world 
would thereby become so prosperous 
that no man would need to work more 
than three hours a day! Growing 
more enthusiastic, the Colonel ex­
claimed: “Imagine, gentlemen, what 
could be save'd to every municipality— 
a policeman on every corner and not a 
cent to pay. When more are needed ’ 
just materialize them and put them in 
the harness!"

Now, it is needless to add that Mark 
Twain got hls inspiration for this bur­

lesque on Spiritualism from the reports 
j materializing seances given by fake 

’ mediums.
The fake medium lives upon the cre­

dulity of his fellow being; this same 
credulity that made priestcraft possi­
ble in all the ages ot the world, The 
world has been humbugged from time 
immemorial. The bunko man is ever 
with us to separate us from our money. 
His scheme may be along financial 
lines, where we are to reap large divi­
dends from small Investments, or it 
may be a ghost show—but the princi­
ple 1b the same.

It was a beautiful sentiment that 
prompted the gift of that wearing ap­
parel to that spirit messenger, and 
pleasurable indeed must have been the 
thoughts of the donors when they con­
templated the joy that was felt in the 
spirit household upon receipt of those 
earth-made garments fresh from the 
hands of their loved ones of earth!
Yes, it was a beautiful 
the angels didn’t get 
that’s the sad part of 
aught you may know

sentiment, but 
the clothes—• 
It! And for 
those earthly

garments may still be doing material­
izing stunts for some fake medium. 
Still worse.

But now that you are able to see 
how these mediums managed to secure 
some very desirable togs for cabinet 
work, for nothing—yea, were even paid 
for accepting these garments, we feel 
quite sure that you will not be so ready 
in the future to regard the statement 
of a medium as an absolute truth, 
who may claim to be able to export 
dry goods to tlie spirit world In the 
twinkling of an eye.

J. A. WERTZ.
Anderson, Ind.

Psychic Light
BY MRS. DRAKE.

, „ . v . Important Addition to Our Literature,
a marvelous manner. But that photo- ; j^g. Maud l^ Drake hag a natlonal 

reputation as a medium. The manifes­
tations given through her mediumship 
Have been most marvelous. • She has 
written a book with this title: "PSY­
CHIC LIGHT—THE CONTINUITY OF 
LAW AND LIFE.” It Is a ponderous 
volume of 600 pages. It will hold your 
attention from the beginning to the 
and. It is chockful of stirring Incl- 
tents. Price of this -large volume, only 
|L60 postpaid.

graph—that photograph taken in the 
dark—that is the Important thing to be 
considered at this juncture.

NO PHOTOGRAPH WAS EVER 
TAKEN IN THE DARK. It is a phys­
ical impossibility. To produce a photo­
graph, there MUST BE LIGHT. First, 
there must be an opaque substance to 
produce the image upon the lens of the 
camera. The sensitized plate retains 
the image, and. from which the image, 
or picture is printed.

The very fact that the "room was 
made dark” at the time is sufficient 
evidence that no picture was taken. 
But no doubt some credulous friend will 
maintain that<p-’v‘Nng is possible in 
the seance roonf; out when we fully re­
alize that nothing contrary to natural 
law ever occurs—that miracles are not 
wrought in the seance room or any­
where else—-that there never were any 
miracles, for't&yy matter, then we must 
be compelled to this conclusion, tliat 
tho picture showing fhe spirit clad in 
earthly garments had been taken at 
some time prior to the seance named; 
that the subject was the medium or

INTHE WORLD CELESTIAL
BY DR, T. A. BLAND,

With full page photograph of the Heroine Pearl1 
from a spirit painting.

‘•Three things that make this book remarka­
ble. Its authorship, the astounding claims put 
forth In it. aud the philosophy aud revelation 
of a future life It contains.”—B. O. Flower, In 
the Arena.

•It will give us courage to pass through tho 
deep shadows of death to the sun-lit clime of 
the World Celestial."—Rev. H. W. Thomas.
Cloth bound with gilt side stamp; price, $1.00

upon the earth plane, will not stand tbej^r( 
test of re^ >n, and is never asserted bs^v
any class of spirit intelligences outside* 
of the faker’s field of operation.

It is the spirit only, whether it be of 
man, or of animal, of flower or of tree, 
of blade of grass or of any other living 
thing, that can be absorbed into the 
realm of spirit. The grosser part, the 
material part, must remain upon the 
plane of the material. It is of the earth, 
earthy. , , .

That remarkable story of Elijah be­
ing taken bodily with his clothes all on.

•me one else in the flesh who had
Iressed herself in tlje garments just

mentioned, and therefore the deception
was perpetrated jointly by the medi-

boots and all, right interfile spirit, 
.realm, IB a chariot of fire, as record^ 

In that old book so long held in reverb 
ence, has prepared the minds of inves­
tigators—honest investigators, if you. 
please—to.believe the statements of 
the fake materializing mediums, render­
ing them easy victims of the frauds 
perpetrated upon them, until the time 
of their awakening comes, when they 
are made to understand that the faking 
medium is a fake, and that the story of 
Elijah being taken bodily into the 
spirit realm, is a fake story. -

In conclusion let me cite a case 
which came to my knowledge which 
has a bearing upon this casp in hand.

An honest investigator who, at the 
time referred to. (was enjoying his gul­
lible stage or period of development, 
and was in the habit - of patronizing 
fake mediums of different S cids, one of 
whoin was a materializing, and I 
should alto add, a dematerializing me­
dium. - This person was In the habit of 
taking beautiful bouquets of flowers to 
his spirit friends who were In the habit 
of appearing to him in materialized 
form when they accepted the beautiful 
flowers, taking them into their materi­
alized hands and then disappearing; i. 
e., dematerializing, flowers and all; 
that is to say the spirit .forms disap­
peared into the Cabinet, and as no 
trace of the flower could be found in 
the cabinet at the close of the seance, it 
was easy to believe the statement that, 
the flowers had been dematerialized, 
and taken to-ihe spirit home In spirit 
spheres, and this was repeated so many 
times that it was accepted as a fact in 
nature that - material- flowers could be 
dematerialized. . : ^ ■
' And then another step was taken by 

a materialized spirit, making the state 
ment to the gullible earth friend, that

ums named. “ .
This must be the conclusion of all 

who view the case from a rational 
standpoint. When air must know that 
WITHOUT LIGHT it would be utterly 
impossible to photograph a spirit, or 
anyone else, or anything, in fact, then 
it would seem strange, indeed, that 
anyone competent to reason from cause 
to effect could arrive at any other con­
clusion than the one indicated in this 
article. I don’t think they will.
’ A word concerning those garments: 

THEY WERE SPIRITED AWAY, and 
then returned through the process of 

-re-materiallzatlon. What! Material­
ize shoes and stockings and dresses? 
Is this a fact to be accepted as a part 
of our Spiritualism? Let us see: If 
dry goods could be materialized, why 
wouldn’t it be an easier process to ma­
terialize the greenbacks with which to 
purchase the dry goods?

I am personally acquainted with 
some good Spiritualists who prize very 
highly various and sundry scraps of 
lace materialized for them in seances, 
similar to the one under discussion. I 
sometimes wish that the thing could be 
done. Imagine how easy it might be 
to provide suffering humanity with the 

■ comforts of life. • » * But I should cer­
tainly be in favor of the paper money 
ideb in preference to lace and clothing, 
for obvious reasons. Such stories, 
bearing upon their faces the evidences 
of deception ih such a manner as to 
leave no doubt in the mind of ’ any 
thinking, rational: being as to their 
mythical character, have done much to 
retard the growth of genuine Spirit­
ualism. Those who report these mar­
velous performances are undoubtedly 
sincere—actually believe that a spirit 
form could be photographed In a dark 
room, and would emphatically disclaim 
any faith whatever in so-called modern' 
miracles; and yet that Is just what a 
photograph taken in the dark would 
ber-a miracle pure and simple. It can 
not.be done. ' ,

But when it comes to materializing 
ready-to-wear garments, Col. Mulberry 
Sellers, that over-Sanguine character in 
Mark Twain’s "American Claimant,” 
'.as them double discounted. Sellers, it 
will be recalled, had been converted to

UNCOOKED FOODS
And How to Live on Them—With 

Recipes for Wholesome 
Preparation.

Proper combinations and menus, 
with the reason uncooked food is best 
for tbe promotion of health, strength 
and Vitality. By Mr. and Mra. Eugene 
Christian. Illustrated.

No one can afford to be without this 
book. Any one who tries some of the 
special recipes will discover that proper 
preparation Increases the palatabllity of 
food. Learn how and what to cook in. 
order to build and retain the highest de­
gree of normal health by following the 
recipes of this cook book.

It will simplify methods of living­
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the financial problems as well as point 
the way for many to perfect health. 
Price $1.
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THE TEMPTATION OF BUDDHA AND CHRIST

and Buddhism. who lived sudh, exemplary Uvea, mem

Baron Hickey’s splendid presentation tw0 weeks ago, that the Essenes of Pal- 
of the parallels between Christianity ostine, and the Therapeutae of Egypt,

ifese-sS

predated, as was that of Mrs. Rich- 
njond and Mrs. Longley. Even the ed­
itorials wero complimented; but the 
greatest satisfaction was expressed at

Only .expressions of’gratlflcatlon and a reflex of Asoka's Council, held 244 B. 
delight come from readers of our issue c.; that a'l the General Councils, Lao- 
of January 20. The address of the la- ...........
mented Col. Ingersoll was. highly ap-

Was It tbe Parent of Christianity ?-A Very 
Striking Parallel.

dlcia among them, are priestly fictions 
since.the crusades; and. now, good 
Christian reader, doff your hut and 
listen: . •

It was shown by Baron Hickey, in 
his address published in these columns

That such a person as Gautama Bud- tioned by Josephus and Eusebius, were 
dha lived and taught in India no one .................
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.thirty-live cts. per dozen. Every Spirit­
ualist should send for one. Address 
Mary T. Longley, Secretary.

of gammon Intelligence denies. He 
was Aorn some 550 years before our 
era. His teaching, other than the doc­
trine of HATE. wa» substantially that 
of Christianity. There are ancient rec­
ords, recovered from the topes, other­
wise shrines, or temples, dedicated to 
his memory, which were closed and 
sealed near two and p half thousand 
years ago, which tell of his doings. At 
the period ascribed to Jesus, Buddhism 
was the prevailing religion in Hindu­
stan. Inscriptions on rocks and tem­
ples, still well preserved, tell how 
greatly this teacher of peace was ev­
erywhere adored. No blood was shed 
to propagate his faith; no wars were 
engendered on his account.

When Alexander the Great overran 
Asia in quest of empire, three hundred 
and twenty-seven years before our era, 
he encountered disciples of Buddha, 
and his biographer relates events con-

followers of this Indian Savior, the 
Buddha, or, in English, the Wise, as 
the word Biiddha means.' .

Now we don’t care for our • present 
purpose, whether Josephus was written 
A D. 90, and Eusebius A. D. 324, or, as 
is more probable, after the Renais­
sance, say the beginning ot the 15th 
century. Both works are found in ev­
ery well-educated clergyman’s library, 
and are received as authority.

Good reader, have we your attention? 
We v<ant it all.

We hold in our hand as we write, a 
copy of "Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical His­
tory, translated from the original by 
Rev. C. F. Cruse, A M., Assistant Pro­
fessor in the University of Pennsyl- 

. vania; published In 1839 for the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church at the confer­
ence office, 200 Mulberry street.” Can 
we cite better orthodox authority? 
Take the nicely bound, closely printed, 
and well-preserved book in your hand, 
open to pages 67, 68 and 69, and read

Orders for our Special edition, con- g0 are the lectures given by Mrs. Cora 
taining Col. Ingersoll's remarkable lec- £,. v. Richmond, Mrs. M. T. Longley, 
ture on “The Devil,” are coming in one and Judge North; The suggestive 
CONSTANT STREAM. But Col. Inger- poems by Dr. Wilkins and Joseph'Bert
soil’s lecture is pot the most Important 
feature. The article by BARON HAR­
DEN HICKEY, describing the PARAL­
LEL LINES BETWEEN BUDDHIST 
AND CHRISTIAN STORIES, is espe­
cially valuable to every reflective mind;

Smiley,1 on St. Peter, are immortal. 
Everything in this special issue will at­
tract world-wide attention. One cent 
per copy. No order received for I®88 
than ten copies. One and ’ two-cent 
stamps can accompany the order.

KELLAR SCORED FOR IMPUTING FRAUD,

TAKE NOTICE.
All books advertised ’ in The Pro­

gressive Thinker can be obtained at 
this office. Express charges or postage 
prepaid at the price named unless oth- 
wlse stated.

The Bishop Sustained by the Bible.
No idea in regard to man’s future 

was more earnestly taught by Jesus, ac- 
ce'.lng the New Testament as author- 
Pv, than that compensation for good 
v orks is not contingent on the time 
f -ent in service, or of the good accom- 
1 lished. The servant commencing la­
bor in the vineyard, which the Teacher 
declared was likened to the kingdom of 
heaven, at the third hour, 9 o’clock, re­
ceived the same wage as he who com­
menced at the eleventh hour, 5 o’clock. 
See Matthew 20:1 to 18. The toiler 
who had spent a long day in service 
complained; but he was told, verse 14, 
"I will give unto this last even as unto 
thee,” though he had served but one 
hour to the twelfth, or, as we reckon 
time to 6 o’clock. Then it almost 
seems as if insult was added to injury, 
verse 18, "So the last, shall be first and 
the flrst .last.” Tire colored bishop 
who is reported in a Southern paper, 
cited by C. W. Clark, in his communi­
cation appearing on the second page, 
sixth column, of our issue of January 
6, seems to be sustained by good Bible 
authority:

"But through His death and resur­
rection we may commit sins of lying, 
stealing. Sabbath-breaking, getting 
drunk, gambling, murder and every 
species of villainy, and then come to 
God through our resurrected Christ and 
enter heaven in the end.”

This seems very pernicious teach­
ing; but, certainly, it is not only in 
harmony with holy writ, but it is illus­
trated in Catholic practice. The cul­
prit, after a long life spent in crime, is 
convicted of murder, find is about to 
pay the penalty for his crime. The 
priest comes to his relief; he is shrived, 
given absolution, and swings from the 
gallows to glory, imitating the thief on 
the cross, who, for only believing Jesus 
was the Christ, was told: "To-day snalt 
thou be with me in Paradise."

Fraud mediums, here is your opportu­
nity; but, please remember, it is not 
Spiritualism; on the contrary every oi- 
lender must pay the last farthing, and 
tnere is no escape by forgiveness, nor

nected with that people. A little be­
fore the middle of the 3rd century of 
our common era Asoka, the grandson 
of Chandragupta, a powerful king of 
India, adopted the creed of Buddha.- 
Rev. John P. Mahaffy, D. D., in his 
“Story of Alexander’s Empire,” *p. 140 
says: "This was probhbly as great an 
event as the adoption of Christianity by 
Constantine.” Then he says:

“This great king’s Influence gave free 
scope to the missionary spirit of the 
Buddhist priests, and we are told in his 
[rock]. inscriptions their apostles 
reached into the kingdoms of Greece. 
* * * We may take it as probable Bud­
dhist missionaries preached In Syria 
two centuries before the teaching of 
Christ was heard in Northern Palen- 
tine."

The good preacher and author was 
too cautious with his "probables." 
The Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 12, 
p 784, says:

“Asoka is said to have supported 
64,000 Buddhist priests. He founded 
many religious houses, and his king-

i dom is called the Land of Monasteries. 
He did for Buddhism what Constantine 
did for Christianity; he organized it on 
the basis of a state religion."

So early as 244 B. C. Asoka convened 
the third Buddhist council of 1,000 
elders. The heresies that had crept 
into the faith were tiien corrected, and
Asoka published by edict the 
principles of the faith. Says 
Britannica, p. 784:

“Such edicts are still found

grand 
Ency.

graven
deep upon pillars, in^ caves, and on 
rocks, from the Yusafzai valley beyond

, by vicarious suffering. We have 
Jesus to answer for your wrongs.

no

What Was He Thinking?
It would be a pleasure to know what 

that old German scholar, Mosheim, the 
author of that very reliable work, "Ec- 
elesiastical History, Ancient and Mod­
ern," had in mind when he wrote:

“One thing, Indeed, appears at flrst 
sight very remarkable—that the va­
riety of religions and gods in the 
heathen world, neither produced wars 
nor dissensions among the different na­
tions."

Had Jesus’ words, "I came not to 
bring peace, but a sword," just re­
volved in Mosheim’s mind? And did he 
think of all the wars waged “for 
Christ’s sake," from the time Jesus’ 
words were uttered, down to the period 
he wrote, some one hundred and fifty 
years ago? And did the unnumbered 
millions slain in consequence of those 
prophetic words pass in review before 
him?

Peshawar to the northwestern front­
ier, through the heart of Hindustan, to 
Kdthawar and the Central Provinces on 
the south, and Orissa on the east. Tra­
dition says, Asoka set up 64,000 memo­
rial columns or topes; and the thirty 
inscriptions txtant. in our own day 
show how widely these royal sermons 
were spread over India.”

We need not multiply quotations, of 
which we have enough for a volume. 
It. Is a fact, all Phoenicia, which in­
cludes what is now known as Palestine, 
was overrun b^ Buddhist missionaries; 
they passed on into Egypt, and the 
flrst monasteries erected there were 
filled with Buddhist monks. They 
overran’ Asia Minor, and left enduring 
traces of their religion in all the prov­
inces. They crossed the Hellespont, 
and indoctrinated G/eece. Through Ro­
man intercourse with Egypt, Phoenicia 
and Greece the faith impinged on that 
empire.

This writer solemnly believes the so- 
called Council of Nice, pretendedly 
convened by Constantine, whose rec­
ords it is claimed were lost, was only

aloud for our delectation. Eusebius is 
discoursing on the Therapeutae, wno 
abound, he says, in Egypt, in each of its 
districts, and particularly about Alex­
andria. He has told of the habits of 
those Therapeutae, as related by Philo 
the Jew, and now, near the top of page 
68:

“These facts appear to have been 
stated by a man who, at least, has paid 

’attention to those who have expounded 
the sacred writings. But it is highly 
probable, that the ancient commenta­
ries which be [Philo] says they have 
ARE THE VERY GOSPELS AND 
WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLES, and 
probably some expositions of the AN­
CIENT PROPHETS SUCH. AS AQE 
CONTAINED IN THE EPISTLE TO 
THE HEBREWS, AND MANY OTHER 
OF ST. PAUL’S EPISTLES.’’

We are reluctant to consume space 
or we would quote a page and a halt in 
continuation, showing the# action of 
these Therapeutae, but we cannot omit 
this, from page 69:

"Why should we add to these their 
meetings, and the separate abodes of 
the men and the women in these meet­
ings, and the exercises performed by 
them, which are still in vogue among 
us at the present day, and which, espe­
cially at the FESTIVAL OF OUR 
SAVIOR’S PASSION, we are accus­
tomed to pass in fasting and watching, 
and in the study of the divine word? 
AJ1 these the above mentioned author 
has accurately described and stated in 
his writings, and are the same customs 
that are observed by us alone at the 
present day, particularly the vigils of 
the Great Festivals [Christmas among 
them], and the hymns that are com­
monly recited among us."

Stand from under! Something is 
about to drop! Here is the oldest

Magician’s Claim That Manifestations 
and Communications \Vith the Depart­
ed Are Tricks He Can Duplicate le 
Denounced by Hudson Tuttle In the 
Chicago Record-Herald.
To the Editor:—In the Sunday Rec­

ord-Herald tor December 17, a page 
with vivid Illustrations was given to an 
Interview with Kellar, the magician. 
He has deluded the public for so long 
a time—forty years—that he believes 
everything bordering on tbe supernat­
ural to be of the same nature as his 
tricks, and thus accounts for spiritual 
phenomena.

There is no doubt that bis perform­
ances are tricks, as are all those of the 
fakir class to which he belongs, but 
when he asserts that all manifestations 
of Spiritualism are similar exhibits of 
deception on the one hand and creduli­
ty on the other does he in his lengthy 
talk give more than assertion? His wife 
deceived him by rapping, and he de-

Christian Ecclesiastical Historian, 
showing that every feature of Chris­
tianity, even the “festival of our 
Savior’s passion,” was related by Philo 
Judius, who lived and wrote before the 
alleged birth of Jesus, and was prac­
ticed by the devotees of Buddha.

Baron Hickey's closing words, mere 
sop, to placate Christian criticism, 
like similar words by the author of 
"The First Two Hundred Years of 
Christianity,” in his closing inquiry: 
“What have we left,” betray an effort to 
gain applause where applause Is not 
due.

Catholicism led in the effort to sup­
press facts, flrst, by the destruction ot 
ell the great libraries; second, by pro­
hibiting with severe penalties tbe read­
ing of proscribed books, followed with 
its Index Expurgatorius, which prohib­
its the reading of all books therein 
named, because they militate against 
the church. Protestants have been al­
most as bitter in their efforts to prevent 
the reading of books exposing the er­
rors of their faith.

A new age Is on us. The press, free 
and untrammeled, the truth must come 
to the front, and falsehood will retire 
from the field, crushed by Its own ex­
aggerated fabrications.

ANNUAL CONVENTION
aiid

Midwinter Mass Meeting
of tk

Illinois State Spiritualists Association,
Will Gonvcne at Handel Hall, 40 Randolph St 

Ghloaflo, February 20,21 and 22.

"to the wonderment and confusion ot 
the Spiritualists, who were completely 
stumped."

The reliability to be placed in the 
assertions of Kellar may be learned 
from the published reply of A Gaston, 
president of the association, a widely 
known man of business and a represen­
tative, that Kellar had never openly 
visited Cassadaga, had never given a 
performance or been challenged. The 
constant attendants at the assembly 
had never seen the magician on the 
grounds. If he was not at Cassadaga, 
as he claims to have been, gave no 
Beanoe or received no challenge, what 
value shall be given to his confidence?

When he says, “The work of the Fox 
Sisters was so ordinary we could not 
use it; spirit devices are usually clum­
sy," he talks witliout understanding his 
subject. The Fox Sisters may have 
done ordinary work, but it was of such 
character that all the,"magicians" that

The annual convention and mid-win­
ter mass-meeting of the Illinois State 
Spiritualists Association will convene 
at Handel Hall, 40 Randolph street, 
Chicago, Tuesday evening, February 20, 
and continue all day Wednesday and 
Thursday, Feb. 21 and 22, 1906.

The annual business meeting will bo 
held in the Blue Parlor Wednesday 
morning. The afternoon and evening 
sessions will be filled by skilled musi­
cians, eloquent speakers and excellent 
message givers. Watch for the pro­
grammes.

Send your society's annual per capita 
by duly accredited delegates.

Snd your society’s annual per capita 
tax of- twenty-five cents per member, 
also a detailed report of what it has 
done for the fiscal year, and its present 
outlook for future usefulness.

Favor us with suggestious of what 
the cause needs in your neighborhood 
as well as the state.

Give name and address of each offi­
cer and trustees.

How many meetings have you held 
since March 1905?

How many circles have been held in 
your neighborhood, of what phases, 
and by whom, and how were they at­
tended?

Is your society free of debt?
What mediums have worked in youu

field and with what success?
Can you sustain a lyceum?
Instruct your delegates how 

upon the proposed amendment 
Constitution, a copy of which 
closed with this notice.

to 
to 
Is

act 
the 
em

H. A. CROSS, Seo’y.

Illinois State Spiritualists Association.
Proposed Amendment to the Consti* 

tution reads as follows:
Art. IV., Sec. II.—Individuals who are 

Spiritualists, resident in this state, au<f 
not connected with any other society 
auxiliary to this association, may be­
come members of this association upon 
making application in due form, accom­
panied by the sum of one dollar, and 
pledging compliance with its Constitu­
tion and By-laws, provided they are ac­
cepted by a majority vote of the active 
members present at an annual meet­
ing of the association, or by a majority 
vote of the official board at any of its 
meetings when the association Is not 
assembled. • The payment eacli year 
thereafter of one dollar to the secretary 
of the association, shall continue their 
rights of membership in the association.

. ever existed could not duplicate it.
ceived Edwin Booth with "the table • They would not use it because they 
lifting trick," therefore all those who - - ■ -■ - - -
give these manifestations are trick 
sters! .

If he should (pass a counterfeit coin 
on a trusting friend would he conclude 
that he had pfoved there are no gen­
uine? ।

I have more directly the charge made 
by Kellpr against Spiritualism to an­
swer, bqt in passing I mention his ex­
planation of the performances of the 
jugglers' of India. These may be all 
deceivers, but-'does he.prove them to 
be? He,says these fakirs always wear 
long, flowing robes, under which they 
conceal the boy in the basket, the co­
bras and plants which they use in their 
work, i ■•; "

I have learnpd ‘from several eyewit­
nesses that many of these fakirs have

Rough on “The Guiding Star.” '
George Clark, aged 60, of Detroit, 

who committed suicide not long ago, 
wrote, a letter, found in his own hand 
write'on,his body, in words following:

“My life has been a complete failure, 
and I lay it all to the Bible. I have 
read it through a great many times, 
and have tried to. live up to its teach­
ings. If I had never seen the Bible I 

• wbuld be a 'healthy, prosperous man 
to-day. The Bible is the biggest hum­
bug book ever written. If you don’t 
stop reading the Bible you will fall In 
your plans."

- The poor fellow followed bad teach­
ing too long, hence-a suicide’s fate. 
Said an exchange,' in publishing the 
quotation: -

“The Bible opens two roads to the 
student - He may follow its economic 
teachings and go to the poor-house, or 
its moral precepts and land in the pen­
itentiary.”' :
’Yes, and if he becomes a disciple of 

Jesus, he- must HATE his own life— 
Luke 14:26—which is the stepping­
stone to a suicide’s grave. .

Look on All Sides of “Hindrances.”
Whatever the subject is, examine it 

from every point of view. We know 
that Spirit Return Is true, having from 
a boy up, seen spirits, had visions and 
prophetic dreams; but our knowledge 
is of little value to those who have not 
had a like experience; they must per­
haps pursue a different line of investi­
gation. Dr. I.^C Funk in the course of 
his strenuous exertion to find the exact 
truth has met what he designates as 
HINDRANCES. '

Through one of the best mediums he 
ever met he was told that the spirit of 
Theodore Parker wished him to do a 
certain thing. This was explicit Three 
days after, he was with another equal­
ly famous medium whom he believed, 
and still believes to be honest. Theo­
dore Parker reported himself as pres­
ent. but DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE PREVIOUS INTERVIEW, 
saying that he was not there and had 
said nothing ot the kind. Since then 
Mr. Funk has had "Theodore Parker” 
at a dozen seances through different 
mediums, and has not yet been able to 
get him to recognize any previous in­
terview that he had with him.

Never once in a clearly marked way, 
has he, in an interview with a second 
medium, had described with anything 
approaching exactness, a previous in- 
tervtew.

Then Mr. Funk points out a second

Mediocrity Is all-powerful because it 
almost always has tbe majority in Its 
'upport.—B. G. Richards.

' Never before in the whole history of Spiritualism 
has there been suph an upheaval in our ranks as now. 
Never before has the attention of Spiritualists been 
directed.towards The Progressive Thinker to such a 
great extent as at present. They look to it as the 
great exponent of a living vital truth. They know it 
is the only Spiritualist paper on earth today that dares 
lift the curtain on the frauds that infest our ranks, and 
show our people the difference between Legerdemain 
Spiritualism and tliat which is genuine. From the 
North, South, East and West subscriptions are pour­
ing in, and from all sides comes the cry: “Give us 
light on the dark cabinet with its artificial toggery, its 
legerdemain, its lightning change artist, its ghostly 
wigs, beards, illuminated gowns, etc. .

That is just what we are now doing. So send , 
in your subscriptions at once. The Tidal Wavd 
is on. Keep it in the ascendency. TRUTH 
PROMOTES a cause; ERROR INJURES it, ob 
totally destroys it One Brother living at Ft. 
Worth, Texas, sends in one hundred and eighty ' 
yearly subscribers; anotlier, IT. E. Russegue of 
Hartford, Ct, sends eight; others too numerous 
to mention, send in from two to five, and all 
combined make a vital Tidal Wave. Remem­
ber, the Curtain is SOON TO RISE on the Dark 
Cabinet, disclosing its contents, whether of truth 
or falsehood.

could not. They might produce an im­
itation of the rappings, but not the in­
telligence back of the rappings, which 
identifies itself as the departed ones 
whom it claims to be.

Mediums have no "devices" nor ap­
pliances unless it be a "cabinet," used 
only in one phase, and for that not nec­
essary. In this is the marked differ­
ence between them and the fakirs, who 
prepare for every trick and can do 
nothing if there is the least disarrange­
ment in their appliances.
SCIENTISTS QUOTED AS PROOF.

The reader will remark that Kellar 
does not make any explanation other 
than fraud. Ths believers are deceived 
just as he deceives his audiences. 
Those unacquainted, with the seance as 
conducted by Spiritualists may accept 
bis words, but those who are will laugh 
at their absurdity. Spiritualists are 
among the first to detect fraud and de­
ception and recognize the true from the 
false. They will readily admit that the 
phenomena can be imitated, but the im- 
tation falls, so far short of the real that

no more' than, the slightest clothing, 
with bare arms and limbs, and abso­
lutely nothing to conceal accessories. 
This Is’the, testimony ot Dr. Peebles, 
who visited India for the special pur­
pose of studying the occult and to be­
come intimately acquainted with the 
higher class of wonder-workers.

KELLAR AND HINDU TRICKS.
Kellaf says: “Concerning the ‘dis­

appearance’ trick»of the Hindus, I nev­
er saw it done. . The man who saw It 
was always somewhere else.”

If he wants to see a man who saw It, 
Dr. Peebles is the man. He not only 
saw the “disappearance trick,” but qlso 
the planting of the seed and growth of 
the mango tree. Not a little shrub or 
"pineapple," but a large, vigorous tree 
loaded with fruit. This he does not at­
tempt, to explain, but he demolishes 4he 
theory of Kellar by observing that the 
fakirs stood in the middle of a large 
court, surrounded by a crowd of spec­
tators, clad in the usual scanty gar­
ments. There was no opportunity for 
concealment of assistants or parapher­
nalia.

The one question on which the value 
of Keller’s assertions rests is this: Are 
his tricks identical with what are called 
spiritual manifestations? He presents 
no proof that they are, and complacent­
ly seems to think his assertion settles 
the matter. If his word is to be taken 
as of equal value as evidence, it must 
be above criticism or reproach. Let us 
see if tli is is the case.

Lost year he was Interviewed by a 
writer for a magazine. He said he at­
tended the meeting of the Assembly ot 
Light at Cassadaga, N. Y., the- leading 
camp meeting of the Spiritualists, 
which has an average attendance of 
several thousand. There he “denounced 
the whole business as a fraud and was 
publicly challenged to explain the man­
ifestations.", He gave a public seance

the trained observer cannot be 
ceived.

Kellar declares that “there is

de-

no
Buch thing as physical manifestations 
of Spiritualism.”

A score, at least, of men eminent in 
the walks of physical science, who are 
recognized authorities in tlieir respec­
tive departments, have investigated 
these physical manifestations and have 
become convinced that they are pro­
duced by spirits of the departed, and 
affirm that spirits can thus communi­
cate with mortals. The Society for 
Psychical Research in England and 
America; composed of leading men of 
science, after twenty-two years of in­
vestigation, “regard it as scientifically 
proved that the soul of man lives after 
death and can be communicated with.”

Professor W. T. Barrett of the Royal 
Society, Edward F. Bennet, assistant 
secretary; Dr. Hodgson, Professor F. 
W. H. Myers. Professor James ot Har­
vard, Professor Hyslop of Columbia, 
Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir Willaim Crookes, 
Professor Varley, electrician to the At­
lantic Telegraph; A. R. Wallace, who 
with Darwin, divides the fame of dis­
covering the theory of evolution—these 
are a few ot the long list of names of 
those who have given years of research 
to this subject and come to the mature 
conclusion that the manifestations are 
of spiritual origin.

Tne conclusions ot these eminent 
men, based on the rigid observation ot 
facts, is opposed to the assertion of the 
great magician.

HUDSON TUTTLE.

Discouraging Information.
The revival season is now raging, and 

the evangelists are reaping their har­
vest. It opens each year soon after 
the holidays, and the operators splurge 
until the resumption of business in the 
spring. Our Rev. Billy Sunday, at last 
advices, was holding forth at Freeport.

We learn from the Rockford Morning 
Star that Evangelist C. Fenwick Reed, 
of Terre Haute, Ind., is stirring up the 
faithful in our suburban Forest City. 
He starts in rather roughly, but ft was 
probably necessary to infuse new life 
in the church. The Star reports him as 
proclaiming-:

“Hell is full of church members.” 
He continues with: "There are lots ot 
church members that don’t want to go 
to revival meetings on account of hav­
ing their feelings worked upon, but 
will go to the theater and pay 75 cents 
to have the emotional side of their na­
tures stimulated." He said: "If church 
members would get right they could 
stir up northern Illinois, and awaken 
Rock River Conference.” He gave no­
tice that “Sunday morning he would be 
out on dress parade," which we suppose 
means all his hypnotic powers will be 
exerted to psychologize these who are 
susceptible to mental Impressions. 
The Flints have just been in that town, 
and, as is their custom, they have laid 
a good foundation for tho religious 
mountebanks, the subjects of the one 
being good victims for the other.

“Hell full and slopping over with 
church members” is discouraging in­
formation to those who hoped to escape 
the monotony of eternal psalm-singing 
with the disciples of “hate" in heaven.

GET IN TOUCH WITH A BABY

If your life is getting drouthy and the 
earth seems dreadful drear,

If the days are dark and gloomy through 
each week and month and year,

If your heart is getting callous and 
your spirit getting sour,

Get in touch with some sweet baby and 
just love it every hour.

If the wrinkles on ytryr visage, that sa 
plainly tell of age,'

Seem to haunt you with n, ’- coming 
till vou feel all in a rage;

If you feel your strength is failing and 
your mind is losing power,

Get in touch with some sweet baby and 
just love It every hour.

If the light ot life is fading and you 
seem just drifting on, '

Only waiting at the landing for tha 
coming day to dawn.

Only watching in impatience for a sig­
nal from the tower,

Get in touch with some sweet baby and

curs; the fauna, the flora, with great 
particularity—all this from personal ob­
servation. Some time afterwards, 
through another medium equally cred­
itable, another spirit told him of his 
(the spirit’s) trip to Mars, telling him 
that he found it wholly UNINHABIT­
ED AND PRACTICALLY DESTITUTE 
OF ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE 
LIFE.

Some spirits assure him that there 
are an abundance of animals and flow­
ers and trees galore on all the spirit 
plateaus connected with the earth; 
others tell him there are none. Some 
tell him they have there hospitals, and 
schools, and churches; others the re­
verse., Some tell him no one in the 
spirit realm believes in what we here 
call God; others that He is preached in 
and believed In far more there than 
here.

He inquired of a spirit concerning 
Mr. C., a friend whom both the spirit 
and he knew very well, but from whom 
he had not heard for years. He as­
sured him that the man had “passed 
over,” and “at this moment is with me 
and desires me to thank you for remem­
bering him.” Shortly afterwards, 
through another medium, Mr. Funk was 
placed In communication with, another 
mutual friend, and was told that Mr. 
S. “is still in the flesh, and only yester­
day I was with him and helped him in 
some of his plans.”.

Mr. Funk could have gone on almost 
indefinitely and made out an exhibit ot 
contradictions that would have been 
startlingly true, and which would have 
constituted a perplexing .problem to 
anyone who desired a satisfactory solu­
tion, and yet the truth of Spirit Return 
has been established again and again, 
until the evidence is piled mountain 
high, one little fragment thereof being 
the appearance ot a spirit one evening

class of HINDRANCES: .
' He has sought in many ways and 

very often In vain to bring harmony out1 
of the personal experiences of spirits In 
the spirit land. - . .

"■ Through one medium of remarkable 
power and, to his mind, of unqualified 
honesty, a spirit described to him with 
great particularity his trip to the planet 
Mars. He described the inhabitants, 
their civilization, far in advance of

telling a prominent Catholic priest 
that his (the spirit’s) daughter, lying 
In a coffin in one of the rooms of the 
church, was not dead, and Urgently re­
questing him to bring hep to his room 
and resuscitate her. Early the next 
morning he did as requested, and suc­
ceeded in bringing her back to life.

THE LATE DR. HODGSON.

His Exposure of the Tricks of Madame 
>!i Blavatsky.

■,ii r~~
Dr. Hodgson was a native of Austra­

lia, having been, born in Melbourne in 
1855. EWly In. life he gained a reup- 
tation seen investigator into Spiritual­
istic anS psychical -phenomena and 
from 1882/he was connected with the 
Society far Psychical. Research, event­
ually becoming head of the American 
branch.

In 1885rhe was sent to India to look 
up Mme.,-Blavatsky and her wonderful 
doings with th©?Mahatmas. The very 
first thing he fotind upon his arrival In 
India was'^ series ot letters alleged to 
have beepayritten by Mme. Blavatsky, 
If really hers, they proved her guilty of 
the most, flare-faced fraud. These let­
ters were addressed to M. and Mme. 
Coulomb, who held important positions 
at Theosophlst headquarters, but had 
been deposed because they had quar> 
reled with the high priestess, Mme. Bla­
vatsky. Thebe letters contained direc­
tions how to fool tlje credulous. .

Dr. Hodgson declared that the letters 
had-really been .written by Mme. Bla­
vatsky. Handwriting experts backed 
him up. Tlie Theosophiste said they 
were forgeries. Dr. Hodgson went fur. 
ther. He examined every one ot the al­
leged miracles. He proved her Hindoo 
associates to, be her Accomplices. He 
showed the ordinary mechanical appli-

ances which she had used to perform 
her miracles exactly like those used in 
the arts of the conjurer.

Shrines that delivered letters from 
the Mahatmas In Thibet were proved to 
have concealed, trap doors. Dr. Hodg­
son found the Coulombs and they re­
peated for his benefit some of the 
“miracles” which had been worked by 
Mme. Blavatsky. They showed how 
letters from the “adepts” might 'be 
dropped from the air by the simple use 
of cotton thread and a convenient beam 
tn the celling.

Dr. Hodgson showed how Colonel Ol­
cott, one of Mmel Blavatsky’s first 
American dupes, had been fooled. He 
had found a pair of fine lacquered vases 
within a cabinet previously empty. Dr. 
Hodgson produced the receipt tor the 
vases delivered to Mme. Coulomb. As 
a result of Dr. Hodgson’s researches the 
Society for Psychical Research passed 
resolutions declaring Mme. Blavatsky 
an Impostor and Theosophy a fraud.

And this is the very same man who 
declared his belief in Mrs. Piper and 
made arrangements to communicate 
with the living after his death.

Will he speak?
If so. to whom and when?
Will it be to Professor Hyslop first of 

all? If not. how will the dead psy- 
chlst make it known, if ever he does— 
that hia spirit still lives?

A time is hear at hand when our mu-, 
seums, our-art galleries, our cathe­
drals, churches, and’chapels will be 
open on the Sabbath for Intellectual de­
velopment and elevating music set to 
healthywords.—Frederick Hovenden.

If anyone says that consciousness 
cannot exist except in the relation of 
cause and effect with certain organic 
molecules, I must ask him how he. 
knows that And if he says that it can, 
I must ask him the seme .question.— 
Huxley. -

The consciousness ot the divine pres­
ence in an unscientific age Is identified 
with the idea of abnormal and capri­
cious action; in a scientific age with 
that of regular and unbroken law. The 
one conception predisposes most to 
prayer; the other to reverence and ad­
miration.—Lecky.

Zeal perverted by self-love is cranky- 
ish; by prejudice it becomes fanati­
cism.—Anon."

As a matter of fact, a man’s first duty 
is to mind his own business.—-Geo. ,C. 
Lorimer. ■ '

If

If

just love it every hour.
you feel unstrung and weary with 

the worry of the day;
you fail to solve the problems that 

pile up and in your way;
If you wish to make life ever one grand 

green and fragrant bower,
Get in touch with some sweet baby and

If

If

just love it every hour.
your heart beats slow and feebly, 
and the days drag slowly by;

you seem a-useless being with no 
aim but soon to die.

With the bloom of earth departed aa 
the faded, withered flower,

Get In touch with some sweet baby and 
just love it every hour.

If you never had a baby In your own 
expanse in life,

And your struggle has beep hopeless 
and an endless round of strife; '

If your drying soul seems needful ot 8 
pure, refreshing shower.

Get In touch with some sweet baby and 
just love it every hour.

DR. T. WILKINS.

Tie most certain sign of being born 
With great qualities is to be bom with* 
out envy.—Rochefoucauld.' . -

A man is rich in proportion to tbe 
things' he can afford to let alone.-^ 
Thoreau. - • ’
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' ■ Yours for Spiritualism, HARRISON D. BARRETT.

IMPORTANT GATHERING.

Journeys to the Planet Mars
A

fe

IS'

«■

Or, Our Mission to Ento (liars)

Narrative by Sara Weiss, Illustrated 
With Thirteen Original Drawings

• by the Authoress.

National Woman Suffrage Convention 
in Baltimore.

true in other expressions of religion is likewise true in Spiritualism. I 
hold, as I-have heretofore said, tliat it is a great world religion, having 
much in common with all ethnic religions, yet superior to them because 
of its demonstrations of truth through spiritual revelation.

Let me say here, however, that I Eave been humiliated by much that

RIGHrTLIVINC 
. - BY - .

SUSAN H. WIXON,
Author of 'Applet of Gold," "An In t Ltfeila# 

"The Storr Hoar," "Bummer Dtps it Ontot," 
“Bunday Obierrance," etc^ etc.

|k > Gives a lucid Explanation of Important 
5 Matters Pertaining to the Cause.

“What is Religion? Matthew Arnold says /Religion 
is morality touched with emotion/ Francis Elling­
wood Abbott says : ‘Religion is man’s effort to per­
fect himself.’ Thomas Carlyle says : ‘Religion is labor.’ 
Again he declares, ‘Work is worship.’ Once more, 
‘Blessed is be who has found his work.’ If Carlyle 
is right, then every man who honestly toils with hands 
or brain is' a worshiper—a religious being. Even 
Channing Severance, Brother Hollingsworth, Brother 
Ambler, Brother Pomeroy, and that indefatigable work­
er, Mrs. Clara Watson are engaged in daily worship 
and are full of pure-religion, if Carlyle’s definition 
holds good.” • 1 r

SBSESZ

o.

to genuine phenomena, I am agrin accused of bitying d^arded them all, 
and repudiated'mediumship? This accusation forces mA to again de­
clare that I hold'tq every genuine-iihenomenon offeremn'^ name of 
Spiritualism. I want it understood tliat I( emphasiz.e^at wvd; genu­
ine. I want no simulations; no counterfeiting, no. n^pte&ikism in 
mine. I also accept, as scientifically provenj the decla^ipnl®. Andrew 

t Jackson Davis that there are’forty-five or forty-eight Wihs M medium­
ship. I hold to every one of these, and I hq.ve no apology 'w inake for 
viewing with suspicion those forms concerning whieh^DgvwS is so sig­
nificantly silent. I WANT PHENOMENA-PLENW;OW^ 
FRESH AS THE SPARKLING WATER FROM L™| PERENNIAL

hiija apeeuliar'ljuiwelt-y  emembereyh^ perhaps she is made 
to stroke his fa<^fof A ^non^ baby was wont to do while on 
earth | perhaps she 'whisper’s baby’s last -words to-him, pr gives, him the 
token that proves that his wife, his mother aud his child have all sur­
vived the change callefl death. He is made to know that'they live be- 
yopd the grave and love him just as dearly as beforp. They comfort, 
cheer and instruct'him, and he pays his dollar with a thankful heart 

' for the blessing that he has received.

i*'; i

Permit me to correct the statement recently made by.one of your cor­
respondents with regard to the ordination of R. E. Coon of Oregon. 
Brother Coon was ordained by the Clackamas County Religious Absoci- 
atiori, organized and incorporated under the laws of- Oregon, with 
power to act in such eases. Tho official board of that association vot 
to ordain R. E. Coon to the ministry of Spiritualism, and elected Kev. 
Harrv J. Moore to perform the ordination ceremony. Rev. G. C. Love 
was appointed to give “the right hand of fellowship,” while I was ai- 

■ racted to deliver the “charge to the candidate.” These several offices 
were filled by the parties named, yet Mr. Coon was ordained by the so­
ciety, and not by the three persons, either individually or collectively. 

• The N. S. A. ordains po one to the ministry of Spiritualism. It never 
has done so, and I hope it ngver will. In its constitution and by-laws 

' it distinctly declares the above fact, and relegates all ordmations to 
state associations, where they properly belong.. At certain places, 1 

. have assisted in ordination services, but always under instructions irorn 
the society conferring the rite, and never as an officer of the N. 8. A. 
A record of the vote by whieh I have been invited to assist in the serv­
ices is always made, and I have uniformly asked if it has been done be­
fore I take the post assigned me. /

PRESIDENT BARRETT’S BELIEF.

SPRING-BUT I WANT THEM ALSO TO BE AS PURE AND AS 
WHOLESOME AS THAT WATER,! ' A .-

I honor and cherish mediumship; no man in bur ranks has more re­
spect for an honest medium than myself. I have never attacked a me­
dium in my life, but I have had just a few words to,say against the 
counterfeiters, and I expect to keep right on doing so, whenever occa­
sion requires it. My honest critics, my sincere opponents, my fraud­
loving friends, please remember what I have said above, and quote me 
correctly hereafter, ' -

RELIGION DEFINED AND ILLUSTRATED.
Prpf. J. S. Loveland’s recent articles touching this important topic 

are full of instruction. I do not refer to this question in any contro­
versial spirit, because I do not knowas there is any essential"difference 
between the “Sage of Los Angeles” and myself. He seems-to accept 
the definition given by the Apostle James as being perfectly satisfac­
tory to him, summing up his remarks in these significant' words: “Serv-, 
ice to humanity, and a pure-moral, character.” Gan "tiny honest man 
take exception,to that definition of religion? I feel that Prof, Loveland 
has most ably set forth the Tact that Spiritualism is A; ..religion, and 
demonstrated it by his matchless logic and lucid , reasoning. The 
sneers, sarcasm, and persiflage of Spiritualistic anti-religionists find 
nothing iq the writings of J, S. Loveland to sustain or oomfort them. 
Such things are not argument, hence are only resorted- to by unin­
formed people, and by those, who know they have no case, who adopt 
the_lawyer’s method of abusing'the opposite side with the hope of con­
fusing the jury and thereby securing a verdict.

Vihat is religion? Matthey? Arnold says: “Religion- is morality 
touched with emotion.” Francis Ellingwood Abbott says: “Religion 
is man’s effort to perfect himsejf.” Thomas Carlyle saysi “Religion is 
labor.” Again he declares, “Work is worship.” ; Once more, 
“Blessed is he who has found his work.” If Carlyle is right, then ev­
ery man who honestly toils‘with hands or brain is a'worshipper—a re­
ligious being. E^en Channing Severance, Brother Hollingsworth, 
Brother Ambler, Brother Pomeroy, and that indefatigable worker, Mrs. 
Clara Watson are ENGAGED IN DAILY WORSHIP AND ARE FULL

EXPERIENCES CONTRASTED.
Contrast this experience with the former—the so-called business (1) 

sitting. Which is the purer, the truer, the more uplifting? Which one 
is really worthy of the angels? Which one makes the world better? 
The former is selfishly conceived, and only selfishness results therefrom. 
True, money is a medium of exchange, and is, therefore, necessary in 
the business world, yet when it is made the be-all and the end-all of 
man’s existence, its influence is deteriorating and ignoble. The so- 
called business sittings are sought for the purpose of increasing the' 
individual’s wealth, never with a spiritual purpose, nor with a thought 
of the good that might be done with that wealth. "^ _

I have heard men by the score declare that they had no use for Spir­
itualism, other than tho help it gave them in money-making. Such 
men use mediums, get rich, belong to fashionable churches,- and endow 
sectarian institutions when they take leave of earth, with the very 
money that they made out of Spiritualism! Manymediums pride them­
selves on being’ the special instrument through whom some Hanna, 
Platt, Morgan,, or Rockefeller gets his points on polities or the stock 
market. Others deal wholly with mines, mining, inventions, and the 
like, and then bragingly declare that they and they alone are the gen­
uine mediums of the land, and that they are pure exemplars of spirit­
uality and religion I Ye Immortal Gods, what effrontery is this I

TIPS ON A LOW ORDER OF EVENTS.
I heard a medium declare last summer that ninety-five per cent of all 

her readings were for business purposes only. She then added that 
those mediums who gave names of the departed and spiritual messages 
from our arisen ones, were frauds, pure and simple 1 She declared 
further, that business readings were the highest types of spirituality 
and purely religious, because they,were so convincing to the sitter!

Yes, it is ‘‘spiritual” to ruin an unsuspecting business friend 1 Very 
“spiritual” to destroy the virtue of some young girl I Exceedingly 
‘ spiritual” and “religious” to give tips on cruel horse races, bull 
fights, football games,' and other brutal sports! Combine these with 
those who give fake materializations, trumpet seances, typewriting and 
the like, and the reader will have those to whom I refer when using the 
word “Commercialism.” I believe every one of them should pay an 
occupation tax or a license, or contribute in some way to the support of 
the government whose privileges they enjoy. *

TAX AND LIBERTY.

1 Cbfed Myself 
l Will Gladly Send Anyang fly 

' Discovery FREE TO TRY
If You Have 

Consumption 
Catarrh, Bronchitis. Tonsllttls, a Chronic Wack 

Ing Cough or Sore Throat, Soro Lungs 
or Any Other Deadly Symptom

ot Consumption,
I’ll send you by return mall my new 

Ozonized Lung Developer, together - 
with my new 3-fold Rational System ot 
Treatment, which is producing such 
marvelous results in making new lungs. 
Instantly checks the breaking-down 
process, and develops new cell tissues 
just as you develop muscles. Creates
resisting power, 
flesh; health. ,

circulation, appetite,

J. Lawrence HUI, A. M„ M. D.
Try my discovery free. Then if you 

are satisfied witli the benefit received, 
you can send my my special price,$2.50. 
If not, keep your money. You decide 
after you try my treatment, and you 
can see that I couldn't afford to make 
this offer if my discovery was not a 
complete success. Write today to Dr. 
J. Lawrence Hill, X0 3 Hill Laborato­
ries, Jaeksop, Mich. Send no money- 
only your name.

. From certain personal letters, and from quite a number of recently 
published paragraphs anent myself, I notice that my religious belief has 
been questioned. Well, my friends, I did not think there eould be any 

' serious doubt with regard to the matter, in view of my well-known re-, 
lation to the movement as a whole, but perhaps a restatement of my 
position is necessary in view of recent'developments in the field of spir­
itual thought. Aside from my being an officer of the N. S. A., no one 
can he-'i any interest in my personal opinions upon any question.

' ’ TRUTH MOVING ALONG ONE LINE.
- Really, what do I believe ? Let me see: I once gave an address upon 
the subject, “The Soul in Action,” in a Universalist.church, at which 
the minister anfl*a score of members of his society were present. At 
the close, he an&ihey told me that I must be a Universalist, because I 

; had given such a go/'i Universalist sermon t .
, .Oli one occasion, I spoke'upon a Spiritualistic subject in a Unitarian 
church, only to he told at the close that I must be a Unitarian because 
I had given an address directly in line with the tenets of Unitarianism. 
At another point, I spoke in an orthodox congregational 'Church upon 

1 the subject, “What Is Spiritualism?” The minister and many of his 
►people were present, and I was informed by them that I was a good 
.Congregationalist! Still again, I spoke in a Methodist church, only to 
ihe told that I was'a good Methodist.' Orf yet other occasions, I have 
.spoken in halls where Theosophists, New Thouglitists, Metaphysicians, 
Christian Scientists, find Frce“Religionists honored me with their pres­
ence, to be told by them that I was in full accord with their views and

.: could be counted as one of them. So it has been all over the Union. 
-Does it'follow because of all of these claims and declarations that I am 

\a member of any one of these denominations? Does it not rather 
(prove the oneness of truth, and the unity of thought o^all rationalists 
\npoh the essentials of pure religion? Labels of themselves count for 
'nothing: but the principles of the movements which they name rest 
Juppn certain fractions of truth, hence are worthy of careful study on 

0the part of all who claim to be thinkers. .

OF PURE RELIGION, if Carlyle’s definition holds good,
Take F. E. Abbott’s words: “Is not. every thinkingbeing trying to 

perfect himself ? Are not the good friends I have named honestly en- 
deavormg t° add to their store of knowledge, to improve.morally, spir­
itually and psychically in every possible way? If they are, are they 
not trying to perfect themselves in all of the cardinal virtues, by 
means of which they become daily examples to all their fellow-men ? 
Take Matthew Arnold’s definition: Can any Spiritualist.,object to a pure 
and holy morality, so touched by the spirit of unselfish love as to en­
able him to recognize the kinship of the race, and his vfesponsibility to 
himself and to others because of his own membership t^reii^?

A SIGNAL LACK OF INFORMATION.
Tbe attempt to make religion mean only the wbrship-fof a‘Being, an­

thropomorphic, or otherwise, inside or outside of the ffniveife, betrays 
a signal Jack of information. Spiritualism of itself I$;A PURE AND 
HOLY THING, hence is not to be censured nor condemned for that 
which is heaped upon it by its so-called friends. We din say the same 
of religion. • Prof Loveland says it is service to humanity an#'the main­
tenance of a pure moral character. That is gobcl enough femme, and I 
can combine with it the definitions quoted from Arnold, Abbott and 
Carlyle' and accept them, all without a regret or misgiving. ’

But religion is a broader term than people realize.,,BI hafl occasion 
onee to trace the root meaning of the word in some of .tlie^ancient lan­
guages. Philologically I did not find an instance where it ’whs defined 
as “The worship.and.8ervice .of.a God,” or of gods. ,Hqi?fl;avfl.£<?nl$ of 
the definitions given: ‘/To call together; td'fbrow tbgdffidr ; jo.rush tol' 
gather; to bind together; to bring together; union fori protection'and, 
support; service to one another; combination for mutual aid,” etc., etc. 
I rather like these definitions I ... • ■

' THE FINDING OF TRUTH.
, I admit that I find much in Buddhism, Mohammedanism, Parseeism 

,-and Babism, to interest and instruct me. Am I therefore to be labeled 
■with those terms? So far as these and all other religious movements 
^contain truth, T am one of and with them.
’ “Eclectic?” . '
i Perhaps 1

“Polyglot?” ' ' _
Possibly! .
One thing is certain, I AM A TRUTH SEEKER AT ALL TIMES! 

I HAVE NEVER FOUND THE ALL OF TRUTHINVOLVED IN ANY 
ONE SYSTEM OF RELIGION-NOT EVEN SPIRITUALISM. I 
have always held, and still hold, that Spiritualism should be large 
enough to take in every expression of truth. To do this, it must become 
universal in its nature, otherwise it will have to take its place as one 
of the rush-lights along the pathway of human progress, giving only a 
feeble ray from the great truth center, whereas it should be the sun 
from which all truth rays emanate.

If Spiritualism stands for the Universal, if it means the involution of 
.all truth, and its evolution into such finite expressions as meet the needs 
of the human race, then I am a Spiritualist. Short of this position, I 
am a Spiritualist with a proviso, i. e., that I be permitted to tell what 
Spiritualism means to me.

THE TERM SPIRITUALIST GOOD ENOUGH.
Suffice it to say that the term “Spiritualist” has been good enough 

for me for over a quarter of a century. In all that time, I have never 
been ashamed of true Spiritualism, nor have I ever denied its glorious 
truths. I have iterated and reiterated the statement that whatever" is

^W;

Frankly, I believe that every citizen should pay a small tax for the 
blessings of liberty that are his under our flag. I would not exempt 
any minister of any denomination from that tax. I would even make a 
man’s failure to vote on election day or-at his party primaries subject 
to a heavy fine. But if any one is to be favored, if any exemptions are 
granted, I should urge that those who prove that death does not end all, 
that father, mother, wife and child can come to us to comfort and con­
sole us, are the ones who, first of all, should be given these favors. But 
my Spiritualism makes me emphasize those words of the immortal 
Thomas Jefferson when he said, “Equal rights for all; special privi­
leges to none.’’. Therefore, there should be no exemptions for any 
class under our government, and all clergymen should be dealt with as 
are the members of ail other professions.

To me, spiritual and religious mediums are those who give psychic in­
struction, comfort, consolation,' messages from our departed loved 
ones, spiritual advice, soul-culture, words of love and tenderness, etc. 
Outside of these, 'I can find no better label than the term “Commercial­
ism” for the pretended business readings and unmentionable bogus 
physical manifestations. Thc former are of the heavenly, and are up­
lifting in their influence. The latter are Dlakka, and retard the spirit­
ual progress of all who seek them. *

THEISM-DEIST.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OI* SPIRITUALISM?
- Is it not to prove the brotherhood of the race, and to establish a sys­
tem of unselfish service for our fellow-men? Is'it not to present a 
clearer understanding of the principles of right and justice? Does it 
not. aim to make men and women better through right living and right 
doing? Does it not rest upon the inexorable law of consequences? 
Why, then, should anyone attempt to do away with that which.makes 
man unselfish, leads him to aspire for tha good and true, and inspires 
him to nobler living and^oing? Please consider this definition for a 
few moments: “Religion is that which calls and.bindsinen and women 
together, gives them morality permeated with love, helps them to per­
fect themselves through honest effort, inspires them to labor for mu­
tual aid and protection, afid makes them spend their lives in a round of 
good and noble deeds.” Those who object to religion are invited to 
give im a substitute for the principles involved in the foregoing defini­
tion. I should add these words to it: “And bring them into harmony 
with the Infinite.” .

There has been too much objection to doing good, to fight living and 
right doing in the past on the part of some Spiritualists,, hence it is not 
strange that our cause is now in a state of “innocuous desuetude” in 
many sections of our nation. There has been too imich egoism and 
not enough altruism in our movement. The worship pf the “I” and 
the blind egotism of credulity and ignorance-have done their noble (?) 
work. Man requires the all-compelling Must offered by Spiritualism, 
to keep his thoughts from wandering after the material and sensuous 
things in the world. The law of consequences is that Must, for through 
it man learns of life beyond the tomb and what he'must meet when he 
enters there.. ' •

In concluding this paragraph, let me remind all who/read my words 
that there is a wide difference between theology and religion; Theol­
ogy has used religion for ignoble purposes, and has blinded many good 
people by declaring that religion is the worship and service of an an­
thropomorphic deity. It is theology only that does this, while religion 
tells man “to visit the fatherless and the widows in their affliction and 
to keep.himself'unspotted from the world.” J

passes under the name of Spiritualism, and been made to blush for its 
sorry appearance before the world by reason of some of its so-called 
advocates. . I cannot condone counterfeiting in mediumship,, nor do I 
believe that apostasy and venality should be made badges of honor for. 
those who occupy oiir platforms. But, beyond all these things, I can 
see with the eye of the soul, and feel assured of the ultimate triumph of 
Spiritualism—at least, of its great essential 'truths. I love the name of 
Spiritualism, and should be loth to see it discarded, yet the victory for 
truth is always great anfl glorious even if it be won under other flags.

Fraud, apostasy, falsehood, denunciation and personal abuse cannot 
turn me away from Spiritualism. I can say in my soul, “These things 
do not move-me,” and go on with iny work. When'questioned by 
press, pulpit and court, I have the right to define Spiritualism for my­
self, as Oliver Johnson did when called as a witness in the famous 
Beecher-Tilton trial.- “Are you a Spiritualist, Mr. Johnson?” queried 
the lawyer. “Yes,” was the quickly spoken reply, “but I am not a 
■---- fool!” ; _ , . ■

I wish there were more Oliver Johnsons.' There would b’e much more 
respect accorded to Spiritualism as a movement, and fewer attempts 
made to “Rend the Veil” by the exploitation of fraud,-chicanery and 
humbug of any kind. The money squandered in the publication of ut­
terly worthless trash, purporting to emanate from ..the “spirit world,” 
■would be applied to worthy ends, and the innocent victims of unprin­
cipled rogues would be protected both from these knaves and from 
themselves.

HOLDS TENACIOUSLY TO GENUINE PHENOMENA.
It seems like trespassing to attempt to present any remarks upon this 

subject. Despite my oft repeated affirmations that I cling tenaciously

IIM or T*16 Touch of An Angel 
Mother.

, BY CARRIE E. S. TWING.
Her dedicatory lines are sufficient to show 

the spirit of the nook as well as theauthor.il 
reads, “because my own children are all unde/ 
the tender care of the angels, and my heart 1# 
hungry for the lovg of the young. I most loving' 
hr dedicate this book to the children of the 
world.” This book Is full of soul elevating urn 
interesting thought, Price, cloth, 11. For sale 
Bl this office.

The Riddle of the Universe. 
By Prof. Ernest Haeckel, 

■ Or the University ot Jena, 
This Is an English translation or Professor 

Haeckel's magnificent work "Dio WellrathseL*' 
The main strength or the book Iles In a terse 
and telling summary or scientific achievements 
ot the nineteenth century In their relation to 
"The Riddle or the Universe." Dr. Haeckel has 
a World-Wide reputation, and this Is his su- ' 
prsme effort. Price, cloth, 81.50.

STANDARD BOOKS,
Cloth Binding, Wc. Each.

Private letters and personal interviews are questioning me with re­
gard to my use of the term “Theism,” and what I mean thereby. /I 
believe I can make my meaning clearer by contrasting it with “Deism.” 
A Deist is a person who believes in God, but denies revelation, hence 
does not believe in an individual immortality for man. A Tlieist is a 
person Who believes iu Gad, in revelation, and in a future life for man 
as an entity. Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams 
were Deists. Abraham Lincoln, Edward Everett, and Charles Sumner 
were Theists. Theism is the direct opponent of Atheism. Tlie former 
affirms the immanence of life in this universe of ours, while the latter 
rules life out.altogether.

_ To me, Theism means the Universal Principle of Life that fills the en­
tire universe, in which are involved the potencies and possibilities of 
wisdom, lovFand volition that are evolved into finite expression in the 
forms with which all sentient beings ate familiar. “A personal De­
ity?” Nay, not an anthropomorphic God, but an Infinite Principle, 
eternal, invisible, all-potent, manifest in all of the wondrous works in 
Nature's splendid laboratory.

Emerson calls this Power the “Over-Soul”; Prof. Lockwood says, 
“Supreme Principles of Nature”; the Brahmin says “Brahm”; the 
Mohammedan says “Allah”; the Christian says “God”; the N.’s. A. 
says “Infinite Intelligence,” and other persons and cults give different' 
names to this self-same Principle. Theism is an all-inclusive term, in­
volving thc idea of Infinite Intelligence, and recognizing revelation as a 
demonstrated fact respecting man’s survival of death and the grave 
It personifies nothing, but accepts everything that is true, from what­
ever source it may come. ........... .

COMMERCIALISM COMPREHENSIVELY ILLUSTRATED.
All who read Prof. Loveland’s remarks upon this-subject were 

greatly benefited thereby. _ I do not know that we differ upon any vital 
principle involved in this'important issue, yet I do .not. quite grasp his 
thought in his explanations of spiritual and business-mediumship. Lay­
ing aside all other issues involved in his most instructive article let us 
Confine ourselves to this special topic. Perhaps the speaker is’“coni- 
inercial when he takes money for his work; perhaps the medium who 
demonstrates the continuity of life beyond the grave, is indulging in 
‘ commercialism” in so doing; perhaps the giving of.’.a di»lar to a 
starving child is ‘ commercial,” yet I hold that there‘is SPIRITUAL­ITY IN THEM ALL, EVEN IF THE COMMERCIAL ‘IleSnT 
DOES. OBTAIN IN EVEN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE I CONTEND' THAT SPIRITUALITY DOES NOT ENTER INTO^ANF DEMON­
STRATION IN MEDIUMSHIP THAT DEALS WITH MATERIAL THINGS ALONE. I T ^EkIAL

A man goes to'a meflium, seeking for informations in regard to a 
gold mine, a possible invention, the state of the stockmarket, tips on 
horse races and base ball games, probable rise in real e&atfealues lost- 
cats and dogs, his runaway wife, points as to how he epn overcome the

PF1, and receives that which bedecks; by means 
oi which information he is enabled to gain his end. Will an^intellieent 
Spiritualist presume to assert that there is anything ^pirftdal ” “un 
lifting,” or “religious” in any one or aU of those things, dr in the reve­
lations concerning them? Are they not sensuously sordid decicedlv 
base, and unworthy of aspiring souls? « .

ELEVATING INFLUENCES ILLUSTRATED.
^^HlT11 gf ^a n\e?ium> ^P^g ^ whatever manifestation 

of truth that may be oflered him. . His mind is fixed upon those things 
that are eternal, for his heart is softened and his soulAihirst for the 
^alerf , • ones \ave a11 Pa®od away, 'and he wants 
o where they are and to receive some word from them 
Suddenly the medium speaks to him in a voice not her Own, and tells 
him things known only to himself and the dear one'go^e' She gives

Tbe following books by well known 
and popular writers, we have selected 
with the thought that they will be of in- - 
terest to our readers. They are printed 
on fine paper; perfectly clear, readabis 
type; cloth binding. Good home library 
edition:

Heroes and Hero Worship, and the 
Heroic in History. The Hero as Dlvin- 
ity. The Here as Prophet. The Hero 
as Poet. The Hpro as Priest. The 
Hero as King. By Thomas Carlyle. 850 • . 
pages.

Past and Present By Thomas Car­
lyle.. '

Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer.
Fairyland of Science. By Arabella B.

Buckley. This book Is written in such 
a pleasing manner that young as well 
as old can understand IL Illustrated 
g'ilt top. ’

Origin of Species. By Charles Dar­
win. • •

Descent of Man. By Charles Darwin 
These two books by Mr. Darwin, should 
be in every homo.

Karma. A Novel. By A. P. Slnnett
A Romance of Two Worlds. By Ma­

rie Corelli. A most wonderful occult 
story.

Zanonl. By Bulwer Lytton. A ro­
mance by that most wonderful and mys­
tic writer, after a long residence In tbe 
East and an exhaustive study of occult 
lore.

Any one of the above valuable books 
can be obtained for 50 cents, a miracle 
of cheapness.

The thirty-eighth annual convention , 
of the National American Woman Suf- : 
frage Association will be held in Lyric 
Theatre, Baltimore, February 7 to 13 
inclusive.

A fine array of talent has been se­
cured to address the different meet­
ings, consisting of prominent men and 
women who have become famous for 
their devotion and labor along various 
lines of human activity. '

Mrs. Maud Ballington Booth, who is 
known the world over for her magnifi­
cent work hmong the convicts in the 

-prisons of America, will give the Sun­
day sermon on February 11, at 3 o’clock 
in Lyric Theatre.' -

Governor Warfield of Maryland, will 
deliver tbe address of .welcome on the 
first evening, also the Mayor of Balti­
more and the Collector of the Port

One evening will be" devoted to 
prominent college women who appreci­
ate to what extent they are indebted to 
the pioneers of the woman suffrage 
cause for the positions they now hold. 
President Remsen of _Johns Hopkins 
University will preside.

Another evening will be devoted to 
“Municipal Government” when men 
prominent along the lines of municipal 
reforms will be heard. •

There will be one evening with ’“Wo­
men in History." .

Florence Kelley will conduct a con­
ference on Industrial Problems. Mrs. 
Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the 
International Woman Suffrage Associa­
tion, will be present and report for her 
association. Rev. Anna H. Shaw will 
conduct a question box. '

From Baltimore the delegates will go 
to Washington where a celebration 
Will be held in observance of Susan B. 
Anthony’s 86th birthday, on February 
15, in the Church of Our Father. A1 
fine program will be arranged.

A ten days’ stop over in Washington 
has been secured for those whose 
route takes them through that city. 
To those who do not pass through 
Washington a special rate from Balti­
more will be given, which will enable 
them to attend the congressional hear­
ings, which will be held in the morn­
ing of the 15th and the celebration in 
the evening. ■

I thank whatever gods may be for my 
unconquerable soul.—W. C. Henley.

Death of George Jacob Holyoake.

Announcement of the death of the 
veteran thinker and writer, George

Uolvouake, appeared in Tues­
days dispatches. Holyoake has been 
^ntiv t^e<PUb!LC more-or ^ss promi­
nently, during the last sixty years He 
was the founder of that system of 
thought which is known under the 

sec“lar‘sm. formulated as a
£ c°“nterP01se to eccleslastlclsm 

and excessive other-worldliness.
4s ^rller life hlB vigorous oppo­

sition to The taxation of the people for 
ecclesiastical purposes aroused bitter 
pvP™a“in’ esPeciany among the cler­
gy, and for some of his utterances he

^^^ted. convicted of blasphemy 
end sentenced to jail for one year 
i w 111 Prison he wrote "The ^n8} ™S KJury lor Ageism in Eng- 
RPnHnXr r had ^ efet t0 awaken a 

ment t^r and wlde of sympathy 
and respect for tne wronged man. 
in??6? J1? holyoake became deeply 
interested in the subject of co-operative 

a _ _  .. ^ founder of theRochdale co-operative associations 
Years age he wrote a work on the co­
operative movement which has since 
ject an authorlty bating to that sub-

He was the author of a score or more 
of works on a great variety of stib- 
heo°inibnJaat W°S’ rccently published, 
being Bygones Worth Remembering,” 
in which he gave an account of a very 
large number of persons with whom he 
had been acquainted and a multitude ot 

^i/3 and incidents with 
which he had been connected; He was 
acquainted intimately with Marzini 
Disraeli, Garibaldi, John Stuart Milt 
the Brights, Gladstone, Herbert Spen-

Harriet Martineau, and a host of 
other celebrities of his day.

Years ago Holyoake espoused the 
cause of the working classes, was In­
timately- associated with their leaders, 
?? 5a writer in defense of measures for 
their betterment
, He died in his eighty-fifth year. His 
gcatttes were preserved to the last 
He left to mankind a legacy of which 
his surviving daughter and his many 

. friends may justly be proud. No man 
, in England, in the last half century 
, has commanded greater respect for his 
. unswerving honesty, and his consclen- 

tious devotion to the cause of liberty 
and reform. The writer of this article 
knew him well and never knew a truer 

• or worthier man.
B. F. UNDERWOOD.

THE WIDOW’S MITE,
AND

OTHER PSYCHIC PHENOMENA.

BY ISAAC K. FUNK.

A remarkable book, of Intense inter­
est to all, whether Spiritualists or Ma- 
terlallsts, Investigators or believers.

The author has embodied In this 
book an account of his wonderful per­
sonal experience, and has culled from 
other sources the experiences of others. 
Including scientists of world-wide re­
pute, making a volume of great valua 
688 octavo pages. Price, cloth. $2. .

This strangely attractive narrative 
does not assume to be either scientific, 
philosophic, or as advancing any special 
religious creed, it is a plain statement 
o£ facts bised upon the experience of 
a woman whose highest aim is to ac 
quire a knowledge of truth, to earnestly 
strive to live it. and to offer to others 
a stepping-stone which may aid them, 
in their progress towards the light

From the standpoint of Spiritualists 
this is a most interesting book, as Mrs. 
Weiss actually took these journeys in 
spirit and has given them in all sin­
cerity, to the world. The book Is up. 
lifting and full of beautiful thoughts. 
648 pages. Price $1.60. -

"LlTlng (b ml art, a m«tbt>4 of expreEsJng ETtml 
conception#: In fact, theWgfaert method, the aoble# 
of the aru.—Thomas Btahb Kino.

Thlibook give# an admirable course of study Is 
ethics, and supplies a Jong-felt want of an ethical 
vftxt'Dook especially adapted to theoomprehemlonoa 
r-Mtlrea, tl well as older persons whom It Is wisely 
and appropriately designed to interest while teachin# 
them valuable ethical lessons, - -

The author shows a wise practicality In her method 
of teaching the principles of ethics. She mustratat 

•her subject with many, brief narratives and aoeo 
•lotes, which render ths book more IntertsilEg and 
taoro easily comprehended. It is especially adapted 
for wa fa children's lyceums. In ths hands ot moth* 
er# and teachers it may be made very useful. Tcnua 
Md old will bo benefited by ft. It Is a most excellent 

' book and should be v idclr circulated. Price ILOi

theauthor.il
believ.es
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The opiritualistic Field—Its Workers, Its Work 
' and General Progress, the World Over.

CONTRIBUTORS—Each contributor. ______________  ________ AS A GENERAL RULE, IN THIS
Is alone responsible tor any assertions OFFICE WE PAY NO ATTENTION TO
or statements he may make. The editor ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 
allows this freedom ot expression, be . THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE
lievlng that the cause of truth can be WRITER SHOULD ACCOMPANY ALL 
best subserved thereby. Many of the . MATTER, OF WHATEVER KIND,
sentiments uttered In an article may be
diametrically opposed to his belief, yet 
that is no reason why they should bo 
suppressed; yet we wish it distinctly 
understood that our space is inade­
quate to publish everything that comes 
to hand, however much we might desire 
to do so. That must account for tne 
non-appearance of YOUR article.

WRITE PLAINLY.—We would like 
to impress upon the minds of our corre­
spondents that The ProgresBiveTbinaor 
is set up on a Linotype machine that 
must make speed equal to about four 

' compositors. That means rapid work, 
find it is essential that all copy, to in­
sure insertion In the paper, all other re­
quirements being favorable, should be 
written plainly - with Ink on white 
paper, or with a typewriter, and only on 
one side of the paper. Please bear tins 
in mind. . .

ITEMS.- Bear In mind that items for 
the General Survey will in all ®a6e8„ / 
adjusted to the space we have to occu­
py, and in order to do that they will 
generally have to be abridged more or 
less; otherwise many items would 
crowded out. ..Sometimes a thirty-nne 
item Is cut down to ten lines, and ten 
lines to two lines, as occasion may re­
quire. ■ , „

TAKE DUE NOTICE, that all Rems 
for this page must be accompanied oy 
the full name and address of the writer. 
It will not do to say that Secretary o 
Correspondent write's so and so, witn- 
out giving the full name and address 9 
tl.e writer. The items of those who do 
not comply with this request will o 
cast Into tha waste basket.

KEEP COPIES ot your poems sent to 
this office, for they will not be returned 
if we have not space,to'use them.

SENT TO THIS OFFICE.

When writing' for this paper 
use a ]ien or typewriter.

We go to press early Monday morn­
ing, hence communications Intended for 
that current Issue should reach this 
office not later than the previous Satur­
day morning. Bear this In mind.

ALWAYS GIVE YOUR FULL NAME 
AND ADDRESS WHEN SENDING NO­
TICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR 
PUBLICATION, OTHERWISE THEY 
WILL. FIND THEIR WAY TO THE 
WASTE BASKET.

field for more than fifty yefirs. Hie 
lectures are entirely void of whitewash 
or embellishment, and I want to say 
:hat the good sound philosophy and 
logic as expounded by ' his controls 
holds his listeners spellbound, The 
very countenance-of the old gentleman 
when under control seems to shed an 
Inspirational light that penetrates and 
vibrates in one’s being to the very 
depths." - . . ; ■ • ■

Mrs. Laura- Jones writes from Elgin, 
Ill,:" "I wish to inform the many read­
ers of your grand paper of the excellent 
and happy meeting we had at the home 
of Mrs. D. Wheedon, Elgin. The occa­
sion was a reception and surprise given 
by the Spiritualist society to our old­
time mediums and ■ friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. Parker, it being the 60th anni­
versary and golden wedding; also their 
50th year of mediumship. Beginning 
with a spiritual seance, Sisters West 
and Rasmussen gave beautiful spirit 
talks, after which our dear sister, Miss 
Tillie May, the gifted medium, under 
control, gave loving messages. Tho 
wedding ceremony was celebrated by 
Sister West, the pastor, joining their 
hands, and with a gold circlet, giving 
one of the beautiful messages. After 
the ceremony the gupsts repaired to 
the large dining-room to partake of ail 
the good things only Spiritualists can 
give. Then came the presentation of 
gifts and the wedding cake, decorated 
with American flags and gold coin, and 
other presents too numerous to men-
t:ion.'

THIS GENERAL SURVEY DEPART­
MENT IS ONLY INTENDED TO 
CHRONICLE THE ENGAGEMENTS 
AND WORK OF SPEAKERS AND ME­
DIUMS. A REPORT OF WHAT THE 
VARIOUS SPEAKERS SAY WILL 
NOT BE PUBLISHED, AS WE HAVE 
NOT SPACE SUFFICIENT FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Mrs. Annie C. Jones writes from 
Rochester, ,N. Y.: “I think The Pro­
gressive Thinker grows better with ev­
ery succeeding number, and I know I 
am growing better intellectually and 
oplrltually from its perusal. I attend 
Mrs. Mcssersmith’s meetings In Unique 
Building on 'William street. I have 
known her for the last six years and 1 
believe her to be not only a good medi­
um, but honest, and an open foe to 
fraud find immorality.”

We deeply regret to learn that Will 
C. Hodge is very ill at 532 24th street, 
a private sanitarium of Oakland, Cal. 
He will answer all correspondence soon 
as possible.

Ferd Suhrer writes: “Obsession was 
taken as. tlie subject By Mrs. Howe, a 
visiting medium, at the afternoon serv­
ices of. the Rising Sun Mission, 378 So. 
Western avenue, Sunday, Jan. 21. , Dr. 
O. E. Miller was our lecturer' for tho 
evening. As announced in our bulle­
tin, his subject was Obsession. Dr. 
Miller will speak for us again Sunday 
evening, Feb. 18. 'Diet, and Its Rela­
tion to Character Building,’ will be the 
subject Bro, Chas Thompson's guld.es 
gave some honest demenstrations of 
the life after the so-called death. Sun­
day, Feb. 4. will be Mediums’ Nignt 
and will be given up to short talks and 
spirit messages."

ciety. After a glorious reunion they 
have just left us. They were greatly 
pleased with the progress made.UHome 
circles are being formed and mediums 
developed. Another society has lately 
been formed here, which is also doing a 
good work, and which we welcome 
heartily into the field of Spiritualism. 
We have a small library of good, select­
ed Spiritualistic books. Three long 
years ago a committee was appointed 
by the N. S. A. to draw up a course of 
readings and general instructions.for 
just such small, weak societies as ours. 
I trust that this committee is not dead 
yet. Our''fifth annual election of offi­
cers for the First Spiritualist Society of 
Lancaster was held recently. We 
elected as president, George A. Klehl; 
vice-president, John K. Hartman;'Sec­
retary and treasurer, J.; L. Brunner; 
trustees, J. B.'(Reardon, D. B. Lefever, 
Herman Hoch and Alice Rife; libra­
rian, Alice M. Rife.”’

J. A. and Wm. H. Cunningham 
write: “We have just completed one of 
the best four-room cottages, on the 
ground of the Chesterfield camp,- and 
expect to. make it our future home. 
Last evening under the auspices of 
Mrs. Anna Throndsen as medium, we 
held our-first seance In the cottage and 
dedicated one of the rooms to our 
arisen spirit friends, and it will be used 
for no other purpose. The seance room 
Is named the Home of the Angels. Too 
much praise cannot be accorded Mrs. 
Throndsen and her efficient controls.”

Mrs. Martha Woolsey writes from In­
dianapolis, Ind.: “I have often thought 
I would write you bf our work here in 
Indianapolis; of our many earnest and 
faithful workers for our beautiful re­
ligion; of our little band in the Ladies’ 
Aid, and of our struggle; how,, many 
have been added and assisted us in 
many ways, both'socially and financial­
ly, that we might be able to spread the 
good tidings of joy that we do live after 
the so-called death, and can return. 
Last night our dear good pastor Mrs. 
Anna Thrpndson. had been called to 
spread the good, tidings to a Muncie 
audience, and we were favored by hav? 
Ing with us Mrs. Josephine.Ropp Amos, 
who in her own inimitable way gave 
comfort and cheer to many seekers 
after the truth. It was through her 
that my husband was convinced that 
our loved ones return.”

A wierd tale comes from the vicinity 
of Swede Mill, near Carbon. There is 
a “real ghost” there. No person can 
live in the house for any length of 
time. The ghost disappeared, only to

Dr. U. Smith writes: “Your paper of 
January 20 Is received. It is a splendid 
number. You ought to send out mill­
ions of copies. Col. Ingersoll’s address 
is priceless."

Mrs. Susie R. Thompson has re­
turned to the city, and will hold her 
Spiritualistic meeting every Wednesday 
evening at 8 o’clock at 769 Van Buren 
street. Al) cordially Invited to attend.

Gustave Willms writes: “The North 
Star Spiritual Union,. Sunday, Jan. 21, 
had the pleasure of greeting a fairly 
large audience in its hall, 1546 Milwau­
kee avenue. Sister Letzter' being ab­
sent on account of sickness, .will be 
with us again next Sunday evening. 
Brother Temple was the lecturer tor 
the evening. The subject, ‘Wnat Is 
Prayer,’ was well handled. He Is also 
a well-known test medium and gave a 
large number of spirit messages which 
were recognized.” "

Charles Brock writes: “Thanks to 
you for such a paper. It has helped 
me progress. It is full of advance 
thought and Ideas from the very best 
men and women.” ■

Dr. P. S. George writes from Stroms­
burg, Neb.: "While recently in Denver 
I" had the pleasure of meeting a most 
excellent medium. Mrs. Alice Gehring 
Patterson, who is doing a good work as 
a trumpet medium. Denver nas lately 
passed an ordinance taking mediums 
$100 per annum, which is an outrage. 
Sister Patterson has refused to pay, 
and says if arrested she will fight Let 
ns join with her and help her resist 

■ the payment of the license, I know 
she will win if it comes to a legal battle. 
Sister Patterson’s address is 1434 So, 
loth street Denver, Colo.

Escanaba, Mich.—After haying a pre­
monition that he was to be the victim 
of a serious accident. Arthur Stoyr, 
aged 22. was caught beneath a rolling 
log at the I Stephenson Co.’s plant at 4 
o'clock this morning and instantly 
killed. Stoyr was to have married Miss 
Mildred Johnson next month, and when 
he left her last night to go to work he 
said that he felt that something was 
about to occur that would interfere 
with their plans. The girl pleaded 

. with him to remain home, but he re- 
fused.—Courier-Herald.

Mrs. N. G. Smith writes; “Your paper 
is my bible, and I feel I could not get 
along without it I. know It has 
brought comfort to others as well as 
myself, for I give the papers away to 
church people and many have told me 
they were surprised; they had no idea 
Spiritualists were as good as toe paper 

’ stated, I tell them to subscribe for the 
taper one year and read what they get 

their children and they, will all be 
benefited by it." '

Geo. A. Klehl writes from Lancaster, 
pa * “Many thankful souls unite with 
me to toe wish to let your readers know 
what toe angel world has done for the 
cause of Spiritualism in this orthodox 

A community. Net until' four years ago 
was any information given in a public 
manner hero. The angels reserved 

honor to the missionaries of the
R A Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Sprague 
They' gave several public lectures and 
•fists here, and organized a small so-

reappear lately during the holidays, 
when he made himself especially busy. 
The mysterious actions of the pas^few 
days-have aroused certain people to an 
unusual degree of excitement and there 
is a movement on foot to organize a 
posse comitatis and lay for his ghost­
ship.—Greensburg (Pa.) Tribune.

Lawrenceburg, Ind.—The body of 
Mrs. Nettie Martin Holmes, dged thirty- 
nine, was brought here from her late 
home in Witt, Ill., and interred in the 
family burying ground in Manchester 
Township. Mrs. Holmes was accident­
ally shot by her son while he was at­
tempting to draw a loaded shell that had 
become lodged from his gun; It is au­
thentically stated by relatives that she 
foretold her death, having been warned, 
in dreams on three successive nights, 
which she related to them. On the 
first two nights dead reiative^appeared 
to her while she slept, and on the last 
night a black-robed figure of death 
stood by her bedside holding a taper. 
While it beckoned the taper suddenly 
went out. She interpreted the visions 
as meaning that death was near.—Chi­
cago American. . ' -

Ruth Eastman, Secretary, writes 
from Mancelona, Mich.: "Forest Home 
Camp Association is now seeking talent 
for 1906 camp, which will open July 29, 
with Georgia Gladys Cooley as speaker 
and message .bearer for the day, who 
will continue over the following week, 
giving two lectures followed by mes­
sages, and again occupying the plat­
form, Aug. 5. The committee congrat­
ulates Itself in being able to secure the 
services of this talented speaker and 
message bearer, who has rendered like 
cervices for many years the length and 
breadth of our land. Ample arrange­
ments will be made to entertain those 
wishing to avail themselves of this op­
portunity. Full particulars will be pub­
lished later on. The main object in 
writing this note is to secure speakers 
and message bearers for August 12, 
with week days following, and August 
19, with some preceding week days. 
The secretary would like to. correspond 
with' a view to engagement with 
speakers and message bearers who wish 
to render their services at time men­
tioned.” . . -.

Mrs. India Hill, the lecturer, writes: 
“Perhaps a voice out of this wilder­
ness may startle some of our friends In 
the broad field of spiritual progfess. 
We desire to send greetings to the 
many friends and co-workers in the 
grand cause of Spiritualism. I feel 
greatly encouraged with the progress 
our cause is making. We feel to hope

Miss Melvina Bush writes from De­
troit, Mich.: “I would like Art Magic, by 
Emma Hardinge Britten. I read it 
about twenty-five years ago, and have 
often wished I could read it again. 
You have given me the opportunity to 
possess the book, which pleases me 
very much.” ■

Beaumont, Texas, Jan. .16.—Mrs. Car­
rie N. Hinsdale of Fort Worth, presi- 
8ent of the Texas Association of Spirit­
ualists, has arrived in top city and will 
be here for some time endeavoring to 
reorganize the local lodge of Spiritual­
ists and to'inspire interest in a project 
for holding a grand rally or camp meet­
ing of the Spiritualists of Texas next 
Bummer. Mrs. Hinsdale will deliver a 
lecture in the interest of Spiritualism 
to-morrow evening at the Temperance 
Hall, to which the public is cordially 
invited to attend,—Galveston Post

Mrs. Fox writes from Missoula, 
Mont.: "I think Montana has suffered 
more through fake mediums than any 
other place on earth. We have,many 
men who are interested in mines, and 
tlie mediums think they are tbe ones 
to graft, and they do get the worst of 
it. A reading costs from $2 to $25. I 
know one poor woman who thinks ev­
eryone is hojieat, and who pays $15 for 
a reading and not one thing true given. 
Then the next fake comes along result­
ing in the same old story. Here is a 
field for some missionary work. The 
people are hungry for the truth. The 
mediums that pass tlirough here adver­
tize largely. We had one here who 
was lately released from jail. She 
knew that Montana was the place 
where people could be worked. So you 
see we need some good ones to come 
to this field who will do good work.”

Mtb. George Williams writes from 
Cleveland, Ohio: "The Rev. Dell Her­
rick for the past two weeks has been 
engaged at the Fullerton street Spirit­
ualist Temple, Cleveland, Ohio, under 
the auspices of the Ladies’ Temple 
Fund Society. His .work is always 
productive of good, and the ladies are 
always glad to have him with them. 
When the Temple was first dedicated, 

.he threw himself into the work, with 
an ardor and enthusiasm that had a 
noticeable effect in placing toe affairs 
of the Temple upon a firm foundation. 
He will be followed by Mr. W. ,J. Col­
ville, due notice of which will be given. 
The oyster supper given at the Temple 
this week was a very enjoyable affair, 
was largely attended. Brother C. Sol- 
Unger as chef converted the esculent 
bivalves Into many toothsome'and de-, 
iectable courses.”

T. W. Wisner writes:."! was born 
In Livingston,county, N. Y., Nov. 7, 
1826. I was a natural born mechanic, 
and with that comes a strong desire to

y test m all ways js my rule, Engage 
merits wanted in Indian Territory and 
Missouri, Aftes^Feb, 4, . letters wll1 

; reach meuod Walker, Mo., Jasper, Car­
thage, We»B CiMand Joplin. Families 
desiring hiln ini gome developing cir­
cles are requested to write me at these 
points." -

Miss Mary E. Aron Is now located at 
Arapahoe,'Neb,, afid is holding Spiritual 
meetings Hycry Sunday with success. 
Her many Chicago friends will be glad 
to hear the good news.

Mrs. Carrie M. Hinsdale, president ot- 
the Texas'Oltate1' Spiritualist Associa. 
tion, wrltdf froni,Beaumont, Texas: "I 
found ‘coiifusion" worse confounded’ 
among Spiritualists in Beaumont, but 
there are many here who are earnest, 
outspoken‘Spiritualists and who will 
unite and'ivork together for the good 
they can (?</ their fellow-man by scat­
tering abroad the truths of Spiritual­
ism. There are also many, who having 
learned something of this truth, will 
join hands with those who know, and 
all work together for the brotherhood 
of man.” "'

Thos. 8. Kiser writes from Decatur, 
ill.: “In the article I wrote that was in 
last issue, 27th ult, I am made to Bay 
‘Mr. Bell,’where it should be ‘ Mrs. 
Bell,' and ‘Mrs. Bell’s adopted daugh­
ter.’ The word ‘adopted’ was not in 
the copy. If she wan to be adopted I 
should like the privilege and pleasure 
of adopting her myself.”

Secretary writes: “The next public 
meeting of the Chicago Spiritualists 
League will be held in the Blue Room, 
Handel Hall, 40 Randolph street, 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 8 p. m. sharp. 
Rev. John H. Green, an able representa­
tive of modern thought, will lecture on 
‘Spiritual Dynamics.’ Well known mes­
sage bearers will contribute to the exer­
cises. Prof. Tolman’s quartette, he has 
assured us/ will render some of its 
best selections for this occasion. Five- 
minute remarks'from anyone at the 
close of the lecture, for a limited time 
will be In order. A cordial invitation 
is extended to the public to attend our 
regular monthly meetings. Dr. Bur­
gess; president; Dr. J. H, Randall, sec­
retary.” . '

OPIC FOR THE PROGRESSIVE 
’'■<:"■■■;'.■' ;...:; LYCEUM.

unday, ‘ February 4, 1906: “The Ly- 
ceum—A Privilege.'

Gem of Thought:
Every task in life a privilege,

When Truth has blessed the mind; 
Duties vanish and wo gladly 

. Go cheer and help mankind.
The Lyceum with love and knowledge, 

Leads all to this grand field;
Where each moves with sacred privi­

lege,
■ For good that it may yield.

For Information concerning Tho Pro­
gressive Lyceum, authorized lesson 
sheet of the National Spiritualists Asso­
ciation, address John W. Ring,;Spirit­
ualist Temple, Galveston, Texas.

. --------------»«^«»>——
PASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.

(Obituaries to tbe extent of ten Unes 
only will be Inserted tree. All In excess 
ot fen lines will be charged at tlie rata 
or fifteen cents per line. About seven 
wok!* wnatltsto ono llne.J

Mrs. Hannah Wilcox Cheny passed to 
the higher life, from the residence ot 
her son, at Courtland, Ill., Jan. 9, 1906. 
Mrs. Cheny was born in Scipio, Cayuga 
county, N. Y., in 1807, haying almost 
reached the century mark. She was a 
devout Spiritualist for a great many 
years. Her end was peaceful, and in 
the full realization of all her faculties 
she welcomed the messenger as it came 
to her, for she knew It would bring her 
peace and comfort.

GEORGIA GLADYS COOLEY.

BECOMING MORE CRITICAL.

lt Is Important when , a meeting It 
suspended, that notice be given us, so 
that Inquirers may not be mislead. We 
want new notices of all meetings being 
held hero In public balls at tbe present 
time.

Have You Read

for greater results from the abundant 
seed that has been, and is still being 
sown by our guardian angels, and we 
truly hope we may all become so close­
ly in touch with their loving presence 
that we .can do no wrong, while* they 
desire our purest and best. I have been 
answering calls for lectures and funer­
als quite frequently, and holding some 
meetings at home. I will answer calls 
for lectures and funerals in this state 
and Indiana. I am as-ever, for pure 
mediumship and spiritual Spiritual­
ism. Address me at Decatur, 111.”

Mrs. A. Birdsall writes from Jackson, 
Mich.:'“Dr. P. T. Johnson, the veteran 
Spiritualist of Battle Creek, has been 
with the First Progressive Spiritual 
Society for toe past three Sundays, if 
I ami not misinformed he is past 80 
years, and has been in the Spiritualistic

learn the ‘whyness’ of things. Me­
chanics as a class are practical men. 
They know that if rotten timber is put 
into a building, repentance arpl prayer 
never will give It strength;.it will only 
show the weakness in their head and 
rottenness in their heart. There is 
much I would like to say, but there is a 
job of pattern-making waiting for me 
in the machine shop where I work, 
more or less every day. Friends often 
say to me, ‘Well, Wisner, you hold up 
wonderfully.’ I tell them there is a 
cause for all things. I never use 
whisky or tobacco, and never had the 
small pox or religion.”

The people of Mt. Pleasant, . Iowa, 
were delighted with the grand 'Work* 
done'in their.city last week by Georgia 
Gladys Cooley. - The week previous-’she 
visited Leroy, Ui., and this week has 
again calls from this State, and will be 
in Geneva Tuesday evening, Jan. 30; 
Rockford, Wednesday evening, Jan. 31, 
and -Belvidere, Thursday and Friday, 
February 1 and 2. Her outside calls do 
not Interfere with her Sunday meetings 
which are held regularly at Grand Bou­
levard Hall, corner Grand Boulevard 
and 47to street, this city.

Jas. C. Underhill writes: “That was 
a brilliant Inspiration that suggested 
the Idea of republishing in The Pro­
gressive Thinker, ‘A Little Pilgrim In 
the Unseen.’ It is a beautiful prose 
poem, full of genuine spirituality, 
showing in its composition the emana­
tion of a beautiful mind in blended co­
operation with pure and sweet spirit 
dwellers in toe world unseen. It can­
not fall to leave a good impress on toe 
minds of its readers. Subscribers to 
The Progressive Thinker are to be con­
gratulated that they have an opportu­
nity to read IL” '

There will be a social at Mrs. Hill’s, 
705 West Madison street, on the even­
ing of Feb. 3. for the benefit of the 
Golden Rule Society.

Mrs. Nettie Sweet McManamon of 
Shaftsburg, Mich., wished engagements 
for February and March to lecture in 
Michigan. ‘ '

Dr. Beverly writes: “The meetings at 
Arlington Hall, 31st street and Indiana 
'avenue, continue to draw. Our kind 
medium supply every visitor .with a 
message. Dr. Beverly is delivering a 
course of lectures on the New Age 
which this spiritual movement is usher­
ing in, and is showing the people how 
to realize the many benefits of this new 
kingdom. The .demonstrations are 
really wonderful. We have new attrac­
tions at every meeting."

Harry J. Moore is meeting with ex­
cellent success In Seattle, Wash.'

Maggie Henry writes: “On Sunday, 
at Spiritual Mission Chapel (Old 77) in 
the evening our speaker, as usual, took 
his subject from toe audience and at 
the close of toe lecture several medi­
ums gave messages. AU are welcome, 
sure of an intellectual treat at alt our 
meetings.” . ’ . . :

J. M. White writes: "Having com­
pleted my labors in Topeka, I am now 
en route to Galveston, Texas, and am 
prepared to stop at inland towns and 
school houses wherever a lecture or 
test seance is wanted. On.going Into a 
strange place to work I wish to hold no 
conversation with investigators until 
we meet in toe seance room. All that 
can be done to st* the work absolute-

Spiritualists Everywhere Are Begin­
ning to Examine Spiritual Phenomena 
With the Same Critical Mind That 
They Bring to Bear When They Ex­
amine Any Manifestation of Nature. 
To the Editor:—I have watched with 

much interest your war on. frauds, as 
related from time to time in The Pro­
gressive Thinker. It Spiritualists will 
not aid and sustain you in laboring to 
extinguish the fake and the vile brood, 
wherein are we better than the Chris­
tian frauds we all condemn? A sys^ 
tern of religion built on falsehood may 
flourish for a time, but it has no en­
during base. AR truth Is safe, and 
nothing else Is safe. Said the learned 
Judge J. W. Edwards, one of the first 
and ablest defenders of Spiritualism:

“I know full well that Truth is ever 
born with many a Sitter pang, and most 
to those, whb glve.lt birth.”

You, sir, in defending the truth, at 
the same time exposing fraud and im­
posture must expept to suffer from the 
fangs of thS vipers you would destroy.

During tlie Buiimer of 1868-9 I so­
journed In Philadelphia, and It was my 
pleasure to ‘Attend the Sunday services 
cf Spiritualists. It was announced at 
one of these assemblages that a dis­
tinguished materializing medium, 
whose namd escapes me as I write, 
would glve?'a seahce that evening, ad­
mission $1; 'that those who desired to 
see their dear ones who had gone to 
the great beyond, would have an oppor- 
.tunity tliat ‘night which might never oc­
cur again, to-meet'and converse with 
them, and thus remove every doubt of 
spirit return.-”'
' Though I had been an ardent Spirit­
ualist from the spring of 1848, having 
a representative, as a' journalist, at 
Hydesville, N. Y., who spent several 
days In company with a committee 
from Brooklyn, in investigating the 
phenomena, yet 1 had seen nothing in 
the materializing line other than the 
tiny raps; so when evening came I 
joined the others in tbe crowded hall. 
The lights were well turned down, but 
I judged there were full 300 in attend­
ance.

In due time the “operator” put in his 
appearance. The lights, at his direc­
tion, were turned still lower, followed 
by singing. Thea the dear self-styled 
medium conjured with the spirits, and 
seemed very anxious to have them put 
in an appearance; but they disregarded 
his importunities. Cheese-cloth and 
other similar auxiliaries had not yet 
come into vogue.

The patience of the audience seemed 
exhausted when the operator an­
nounced, “The conditions are not fa­
vorable for the spirits to appear to­
night. There are too many doubters 
present to make the seance a success. 
On another occasion we shall be more 
successful.” After paying his hall rent 
he had raked in a handsome amount 
to compensate him for his antics. It 
was amusing to hear him expressing 
the Rope the brothers and sisters 
would not be discouraged, but come 
again when he was sure the spirits 
would be in attendance.

I dare not write there is no genuine 
materializations, but I do not hesitate 
to eay, if there-was no-other proof of 
spirit return I should at times feel like 
questioning whether the whole system 
is not a fraud; whereas now I am sure, 
with the evidence in my possession, 
there can be no more earnest believer 
than myself—in fact, it amounts to 
knowledge. > '

G. W. BROWN, M. D.
■ Rockford, Ill. ’ v.

Thos. Morgan passed to spirit life, 
from his home at Gilberton; Oct. 12, 
aged 80 years. He was true in his de­
votion to the cause of Spiritualism, 
and a faithful reader of The Progress­
ive Thinker. His companion still sur­
vives him, aged 71 years. .

, MRS. MARTHA TREGBA.

Paused to the higher ilfe, Jan. 14, 
1906, at his residence, 2056 Douglas 
avenue, Ogden, Utah, Wm. W. Foster, 
aged 71 years. He was an avowed 
Spiritualist and a good medium. Many 
and beautiful were-the floral offerings 
from his many friends.

. MRS. E. FOSTER.
Ogden Utah.

Florence A. Simpkins, adopted 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Simpkins, was born at Columbus, Ohio, 
July -20, 1891, and passed to spirit life, 
from her late home ih Bloomington, 
111., Jan. '8, 1906. The mother of Flor­
ence was a sister to Mr. Simpkins, 
and at her death he adopted her little 
four-year-old Florence as their own' 
child. Her beautiful and loving nature 
Intertwined itself into their lives until 
they knew no different love than that 
of father and mother for their own. 
The Interment took place at their olu 
home in Ohio. The writer officiated at 
toe funeral In Bloomington.

MRS. INDIA HILL.

WAS IT OBSESSING SPIRITS?

Or Principles of Molecular Induction 
Expressive of Mental Processes?

Church of the Soul, Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Richmond, pastor, meets every Sunday 
in room 309 Masonic Temple. Service 
11 a, m. Sundnv-scbool 10 a. m. Pas­
tor’s address, 3802 Ridge avenue, Rog­
ers Park. Day at home, Friday.

The Band of Harmony, auxiliary to 
the Church of the Soul,’meets at room 
512 Masonic Temple, every first and 
third Thursday ot the month. After­
noon session, 3 o'clock; evening ses­
sion, 7:30. Everyone attending is re­
quested to furnish refreshments for 
6:15 supper. Coffee tickets, 10 cents.

First German Spiritualist Society on 
the West Side. Meetings every Sunday 
at 3 p. m. In Garselman’s Hall, corner 
Ashland avenue aud W. 13th street

The Light of Truth Church will hold 
services in Hopkins’ Hall 628 W 63rd 
street, near Stewart avenue. Confer­
ence at 3 p. m. Lecture at 7:46. Mes­
sages at each service. Midweek meet­
ing Thursday 3 p. m. Mtb. Jeffery Bur- 
land, pastor. '

Chicago Spiritual Alliance Church, in 
Vincennes Hall, 36th and Cottage Grove 
avenue. Mrs. May Elmo, pastor, as­
sisted by Hugh S. Fraser. All wel­
come. Services at 3 and 8 p. m.

The Kenwood Spiritual Church will 
hold services every Sunday at 3 and 8 
p. m„ at Kenwood Hall, Nos. 4308-10- 
Cottage Grove avenue. Good speakers 
and music. Mrs. Grace {3. Aitken, pas­
tor and test medium. Come and bring 
your friends.

The Progressive Society holds serv­
ices every Sunday at 183 East North 
avenue, corner Burling, at 3 and 8 p. m. 
Good speakers, tests and messages at 
every session. Mrs. Hilbert, pastor.

The Church of the Psychic Forces 
holds services at Wilcox Holl, corner 
Champlain avenue and 43d street, every 
Bunday. Conference at 3 p. m. Lec­
ture at 8 p. m. Tbe hall number is 361­
863 East 43d street Conducted by Mrs. 
Isa Cleveland.

Spiritual Science Society meets every 
Bunday from 2 to 10 p. m., at Arlington 
Hall, N. W. corner of 81st street and 
Indiana avenue. Admission to after­
noon meetings, free; evening service, 
16 cents. Mrs. Dixon and her daughter, 
the child wonder, will always be in at­
tendance. Others' will assist. These 
meetings will be continued all summer. 
Dr. Beverly, president, No. 44 East 31st 
street

A Spiritualist Temple baa been 
opened by Mrs. Schwann, at 623 Bel­
mont avenue. Services held every Sun­
day and Thursday evening at 8 
o’clock. Tests and musu at every ser­
vice.

The Spiritualist Church of Students 
of Nature will hold its services at 
Flynn’s Hall. 461 North avenue, corner 
Robey street and Milwaukee avenue, ev­
ery Sunday evening at 7:30. The hall 
can be reached by Milwaukee avenue, 
North avenue and Robey street cars, 
and the Logan Square and Humboldt 
Park Metropolitan elevated cars. Mrs. 
M. Schumacher, pastor, assisted by Dr. 
L. C. Koehler and others.

The German-English Society, Bund 
der Wahrheit No. 18, bolds services ev­
ery Sunday evening at 8 o’clock in 
Brand's Hall. 162 North avenue, be­

OUR
PREMIUM

Truly, the world has NEVER SEEN 
the like before. Search the annals of 
history, ANCIENT AND MODERN; 
critically examine the history of Spirit­
ualism; look here and there, in every 
book and corner of the world, and you 
CANNOT find a parallel to the offer 
made in reference to these TWELVE 
remarkable PREMIUM BOOKS. They 
constitute a wonderfully valuable Spir­
itualistic and Occult LIBRARY, and 
are furnished at a nominal sum. AR 
are substantially bound and neatly 
printed, nnd those who purchase them 
are DELIGHTED WITH THEM. The 
last one to appear, “LETTERS FROM 
THE SPIRIT WORLD,” written through 
the mediumship of tliat remarkable me­
dium, Carlyle Petersilea, should be in 
every library. Read the following care­
fully:

We have 
PREMIUM 
lect from.

Any one 
Books you 
This is the

now twelve magnificent 
BOOKS, which you can se-

of toe Twelve Premium 
may order, price 25 cents, 
price, remember, when you 

order only one book in connection with 
a yearly subscription. Tne paper, one 
year, and one Premium Book, $1.25.

Any two of the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price 70 cents.

Any three of the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price 11.10.

Any four ot the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price $1.50.

Any five ot the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price $1.75.

Any six of the Twelve Premiumi 
Books you may order, price $2.05,

Any seven of the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price $2.36.

Any eight of tho Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price $2.66.

Any nine ot the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price $2.90.

Any ten ot the Twelve Premium 
Books you may order, price $3.10.

Any eleven of the Twelve Premium 
Booles you may order, price $3.40.

Lastly, all of these TWELVE Pre­
mium Books here announced uro sent 
out, all postage prepaid, tor $3.75, some, 
thing never before equalled in this 
country or Europe.

Bear In mind that every order for a 
Premium must be accompanied with a 
yearly subscription for The Progressiva 
Thinker. We repeat that the world 
has never seen the like of ft before.
OUR TWELVE REMARKABLE PRE.

ANNUAL CONVENTION

Of the State Progressive Spiritualists’ 
Assoclation.of Missouri. ,

, Wednesday?: and Thursday, February 
21 and 22, U)ft6, the annual convention 
of the State;;Progressive Spiritualists’ 
Association of Missouri will be held in 
St -Louis, atuthe Temple, 3015 Pine 
street ah • uij ■

Business ^matters pertaining to 
changes In the constitution and by­
laws,' -ways -and means. to keep the 
cause advancing ana free from matters 
not Spiritualism, and the election of of­
ficers for thc. comlng year will take up 
the time of the mornings and first af­
ternoon. It is expected that the after-
noon of Feb., 
22 will be de’

,22 and, evenings of 21 and 
jvoted to lectures, speeches

and messages.'Every means possible 
are being used to get the co-operation 
of the auxiliary societies located In va­
rious parts of the state to send not 
alone their quota of delegates, but 
speakers and message bearers, for it is 
the desire to make this coming conven­
tion the banner one in the old "Show 
KTp” Afa to ' ■

OLIN D. WHITTIER, bec'y.

"Just How to Wake tlie Solar Plexus.’
By Elizabeth T<
health.' Price,. 25

'owne. Valuable for 
cents.

"Heliocentric Astrology or Essentials 
of Astronomy and Solar Mentality, 
with Tables of Ephemeris from 1830 to 
1910." By Yarmo Vedra. Price, by 
malLIL

Being seriously In doubt as to the 
possibility .of a claim made by Prof. 
Wm. M. Lockwood'regarding obsession, 
I desire to state a case and ask for en­
lightenment.

When in Boston I interview a patient 
of the obsession specialist, G. Lester 
Lane, D. M.;‘D.'O,, '.(872 Huntington ave­
nue, Boston, Mass.), and here Is toe tes­
timony, as stated to me, the name of 
patient only not to be'used.

The vocal organs of this patient had 
been used for ten years to speak Inde­
pendently through, by four different 
voices, one being an Indian voice and 
language, while perfectly conscious, 
and when least expected, and antago­
nistic to toe thoughts.

The voices were as audible as any 
well developed voice, entirely different 
from that of the patient’s. The 
thoughts expressed by them had the 
tone and expression of different indi­
vidualities, as unlike the patient as is 
the philanthropist unlike the taunting, 
unscrupulous degenerate.

In the holding of a pencil the hand 
would be used to write independently 
of the thought or will of the patient. 
There were times when a story was be­
ing read or told by another, that the 
organs of hearing were used as if they 
were listening, and pages would be read 
through the organs of sight when per­
mitted by toe patient. These creatures 
seemed to be EVER PRESENT and 
ready to express themselves, often dic- 
tatorially.

This patient, was ever conscious of 
these personalities as distinct from 
self; could carry on a conversation 
with them as with any other person, 
but could not force them to depart or 
cease their annoying.

Brother Lockwood in The Progressive 
Thinker, January 13, states in a way: 
“That obsession is due to the irregular 
physiological structures with their con­
sequent unrythraic functioning and 
mental expressions."

The patient interviewed was not an 
Indian, and could not speak that dia­
lect. How came that language to be 
spoken? What is there in irregular 
physiological structures with their 
consequent unrythmic functioning and 
mental expressions that go to PRO­
DUCE A KNOWN LANGUAGE INDE- 
PENTLY? -
” Is It not logical, my brother, to con­

clude, that if irregular functioning of 
our organims can produce all the men­
tal and physical phenomena produced 
by obsessing spirits, then those irregu­
larities can produce all mental and. 
physical phenomena accredited to' 
good and truthful spirits, as both oper­
ate by the same spirit laws, and can 
produce much of the same results ex­
cept in toe quality of good or evil, bless­
ing or injury; both produce the trance 
state, rapping, moving of material' 
objects, writing and bo on, and if all 
these phenomena are but the irregular­
ities of our being, then all spirit com-' 
munication is a mistake, and Brother 
Lockwood has relegated Spiritualism 
out of existence and introduced some­
thing more wonderful than spirit obses­
sion.

To establish Brother Lockwood’s the­
ory be must prove that our ideas, will 
and reason take on human spirit form, 
move, speak and exercise other facul­
ties and all independent of the physical 
and mental organism of living persons.

The ’testimony of the Intelligent 
thousands, both spirits an<J mortals, 
has been that as toe evil or good pass 
from the material body they are not 
improved by the change, and as good or 
evil spirits, can and do manifest on the 
earth plane.* — •

We patiently await this molecular 
modern miracle that Is threatening our 
beloved spiritual truths, but not with 
fear and trembling.'

J. BARTON STEWART.

tween Halsted and Clybourn. Also 
every Thursday evening in Math. Jung’s 
Hall, 1071 Lincoln avenue, southeast 
corner Ashland and Lincoln avenues; 
entrance first door north of Howard’s 
theater. Frank Joseph, medium. Ev­
erybody welcome.

The Christian Occult Church, United 
Brotherhood Hall, 3245 State street 
Every Sunday evening at 7:30. Test 
messages given by good mediums. Good , 
speakers in attendance.

The Golden Rule Spiritualist Society 
will hold meetings every Sunday at 3 
and 8'p. m., at O'Donnell College Bldg., 
South Paulina street, between Washing­
ton Boulevard and Park avenue. All 
cordially Invited, 

■ Temple Light and Tfutli, 870 Waban- 
ela avenuo, Ildar Robey street and 
North avenue. Sunday-school 10:30 a. 
m. Lectures and spirit messages given 
at 3 and 8 p. m., by Mrs. T. Loll, pastor, 
every Sunday, In German and English.

The Hyde Park Occult Society holds 
regular Sunday evening services. 7:45 
o'clock, at 819 E. 65th street, between 
Klmbark and Monroe avenues. Jackson 
Park cars pass the door. The best tal­
ent available will be secured for all 
meetings. To spread the truth is the 
object of this society. Address all com­
munications to Miss Eva L. Stewart, 
corresponding secretary, 455 E. 55th 
street Entrance to hall, 319 E. 55th 
street

The Spiritual Association of Sixty­
ninth street and Wentworth avenue, 
meets every Sunday at' Alberta Hall, 
6922. Hon. D. Gilmour will address the 
meeting at 7:30 p. m. Conference at 
2:30 p. m.

The Rising Sun Mission will hold 
services until further notice, Sunday af­
ternoons at 3, evenings at 8 o’clock, at 
Star Lodge Hall, 378 So. Western ave­
nue. All welcome.

Spiritual Mission Chapel (Old 77) 
77 East -Thirty-first ’ street. Services 
every Sunday at 3 and 8 p. m. Scien­
tific and philosophical lectures; best 
psychic and message bearers in attend­
ance. Prof. F. M.-Stoller, conductor.

Church of the Soul Communion meets 
every Sunday at 3 and 8 p. m„ In Lin­
coln Park Lodge Hall, 869 N. Clark 
street, opposite main entrance to Lin­
coln Park. Lecture, tests and messages 
at each meeting. R. S. Ray, pastor.

Lake View Spiritual Union holds 
meetings Sunday afternoons at 3 
o’clock, at Wells’ Hall. 1629 North 
Clark street, corner Fletcher street 
Services conducted by Dr. and Mrs. 
Carl A. Wickland, assisted by others. 
Friends and co-workers condially in­
vited. Residence 616 N. Wells street. •

Church of the North Star Spiritual 
Union, Incorporated. Meetings Sundays 
at 8 P- m. sharp, at Peris Hall, 1646 
Milwaukee avenue, near Western ave­
nue. Lecturer, Rev. Dr. P. M. Esser, 82 
Willow street; president, W. Hass man, 
340 Humboldt avenue; Mrs. Letzter, 
speaker and medium. All welcome.

The Independent Church of Truth 
will hold meetings every Sunday even­
ing at 730 sharp, in Grand Boulevard 
Hall, corner 47th and Grand Boulevard. 
Speaker and message bearer, Georgia 
Gladys Cooley. Hall can be reached by 
South Side Elevated, Indiana avenue 
electric and 47th street cross line cars. 
Speaker's, residence, 567 East 62nd 
street, Chicago, Ill.

The Englewood Spiritual Union 
meets every Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30 at 
the G. A. R. hall, 6236 Princeton ave­
nue. Every Thursday nt 2:30, Ladles’

Tha following is toe list of titles ol 
tbe Twelve Premium Books:

1—The Encyclopedia ot Death, and 
Lite In the Spirit World, Vol. 1.

2—The Encyclopedia of Death, and 
Lite in tho Spirit World, Vol. 2.

3—The Encyclopedia of Death, and 
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 3. These 
three volumes have been prepared by, 
J. R. Francis. They contain invaluable 
data.

4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun* 
dane and Super-Mundane Spiritism, by 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten. ‘

6—Ghost Land, Spiritualism, Occult 
ism, by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten. ,

6—The Next World Interviewed, by 
Mrs. S. G. Horn, a most remarkable me* 
"dium.

7—The Occult Life of Jesus, by Alex­
ander Smythe, a medium of rare gifts.

8—A Wanderer in the Spirit Lands, 
Translated by A Farnese, a wonderful 
English medium. i

9—The Religion of Man and Ethics of 
Science, by Hudson Tuttle.

10—Seers of the Ages, or SpirItualf ana 
Past and Present, by Dr. J. M. Peebles.

11—The Great Debate Between Moses 
Hull and W. F. Jamieson. |

12—Letters from the Spirit World; 
written through the mediumship of 
Carlyle Petersilea.

Each Spiritualist should at once com. 
meneing forming a Spiritualist and Oc­
cult library.

When ordering a Premium Book, ono 
or more, you must send In a yearly sub­
scription for Tho Progroralvs Thinker.

The Devil and the Adventists.
An Advontlai stuck upon Spiritualism re­

pulsed. Bv Motas Hull price. W cents.

Fotgb and Matter «:&« 
book. A profound work upon a profound sub. 
ject Price, cloth, tl.oo.

Aid. ■ .
Church of All Souls holds services ev­

ery Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30. Every­
body made welcome. 220 Western ave­
nue. near Van Buren. Mrs. Squires, 
minister.

Mrs. Mary Hill holds meetings every, 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings at 320 
Flournoy street Good speakers and 
messages. '

'The Light of Egypt" Volumns
and 2. An occult library in-.itself, 
text-book of esoteric knowledge _ 
taught by Adepts' of Hermetic PMlos-
ophy. Price 82 per volume.

Reincarnation, s^ s^x^ 
btdimenU, examined and discussed pro and con, 
by Dr. J. M. Peebles versus Dr. Helen Densmore 
and W. J. Colville. Price CO ots.

Heaven Revised :?SS£
Called Death. By Mrs. E. B. Duffey. A very 
Interesting and instructive work. Alee 25 cts.

Tlif Litinj Dscalowe
By W. J. COLVILLE. A series of twelve leo. 
lures, Intended as simple, practical expositions 
of the Ten Commandments In the spiritual as* 
peot. Price. 50 cents.

THE NEW LIFE,
By Leroy Berrier. An eminently suggestive 
work, of excellent tendencies, treating of the 
mind’s relations to the physical organism, and 
the power of thought In the upbuilding ot 
health and character. Cloth. 11.

New Testament Stories SlustrS 
ed. Drawings by Watson Heston, with critical, 
and humorous comments upon the texts- Hm- * 
ton’s drawings are Incomparable, and excruci­
atingly funny. Ona must see the book to appre­
ciate It; the pictorial satire cannot be told. Il 
will make you laugh heartily. Price in board, ‘ 
11.00; cloth. 11.6a

HEROES AND HERO WORSHIP, AND 
THE HEROIC IN HISTORY.

By Thomas Carlyle.
A remarkable book by a remarkable 

man. Marked by terse strength and 
vigor, deep thought, philosophy and dra­
matic tensity of earnestness. A notable 
literary effort A fine edition in cloth. 
Price 50 cents.

Three Remarkable Rooks
"The Divine Pcatoreo of Mon."
"The Law ot P.yehlo Phenomena."
"A. SctenUao Demonitratloa at the Fa. 

SnraUte.” '
The Divine Pedigree of Man,or the Testimony 

of Evolution and Psychology to the Fatherhood 
otGod.' By Thompson Jay Hudson, LU. p. A 
most remarkable work, demonstrating the ex- 
Utence ot the Soul and Future Lite. It Is scien­
tific throughout. Price 11.6a Dr. Hudson! 
work on “The La wot Psychic Phenomena” is 
also valuable. Price, fl.5a His “Sclentifio 
Demonstration ot tho Future Life" should ba 
read by all Price 11.5a

“Religlous and Theological Works ot 
Thomas Paine,” contains his celebrated 
“Age of Reason," and a number of let­
ters and discourses on religious and 
theological subjects. Cloth binding, 
430 pages. 'Price $1

THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL
Serios one. two and three. By Lilian Whittnr.
Throe choice volumes, each com'1 ite In Itsau, 

In which spirituality is related to Y^rydar llt< 
in Much a way as to mane tho world boauUfui 
Price. 31.00 each,

guld.es
glve.lt
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/^a; woo? THB PROGRESSIVE THINKER

mK^
.• This department Is under the man- 
pgement of,

Hudson tuttle.
(Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

NOTE—The Questions and Answers 
have called forth such a host ot re­
spondents, that to give all equal hear­
ing compels the answers to be made in 
the most condensed form, and often 
clearness Is perhaps sacrificed to this 
forced brevity. Proofs have to be omit­
ted, and the style becomes thereby as­
sertive, which of all things is to be dep­
recated. Correspondents often weary 
with waiting for the appearance of 
their questions and write letters of in­
quiry. The supply of mutter is always 
several weeks ahead of the space given, 
and hence there is unavoidable delay. 
Every one has to wait his time and 
'place, and all are treated with equal 
favor.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given 
anonymous letters. Full name and ad­
dress must be given, or the letters will 
not be read. If the request be made, 
the name will not be published. The 
correspondence ot this department has 
become excessively large, especially let­
ters of Inquiry requesting private an­
swers, and while I freely give what­
ever Information I am able, the ordi­
nary courtesy of correspondents ts ex­
pected. HUDSON TUTTLE.

of the sun is 866,500 miles or its vol­
ume or bulk is equal to one million, 
three hundred thousand'wonds like the 
earth. . 1 . .........

J. B. Davis: Q. ■ By whom was tlie 
order of Melcblzedek founded, and what 
are its teachings?

A. The order of Melchizedek is a liv­
ing thing, with a journal of its own,, 
with headquarters in California. As it 
is a most secret order, with more mys­
tery and “concealed knowledge" than 
even Masonry, its teachings are known 
only to those who have taken its awful 
VOWS. ,

It has been hinted that a good deal 
of Spiritualism had been injected into 
the institutions, and ritual, and a bld 
thereby made for those of that belief 
to become members, but Spiritualism 
has no purpose to conceal the knowl­
edge it brings, and has no inner shrjne 
which can only be approached by grip 
and password., They who pretend to 
have spiritual knowledge unknown to 
others, on which they fix a price, have 
nothing to dispose of, and all their 
patrons will gain will be a sad and dis­
appointing experience. .

EtchingsFrom the Hull Pfgims
Intestine iw From 1 Mte Coast.

BUILDING LOTS
They Are For SaleJn Hell
AN Experience of Charles Dawbarn,

Alta M. Lily: Q. We sent for an 
gdumlnum trumpet It is in three 
ipieces, like a tblescope. It is impos- 
Bible for mortal lips to speak through 
ft without the aid of the hand to con­
duct the sound. Is it as good as any 
trumpet? - '

A.. This is one of the “trick” trum­
pets, and so made as to be extended to 
make the voice sound at a distance 
from the medium, or contracted to 
sound near.

It Ib made difficult to speak through, 
■without tlie use of the hand, that the 
“voice” may seem more of a “test" of. 
its spirit source.

This telescopic form Is advantageous

S. A. W.: Q. A year ago while1 de­
scending the stairs, I suddenly became 
unconscious and fell nearly to the bot­
tom, severely Injuring myself. Yester­
day while engaged In my room, I was 
suddenly thrown with suchr force that 
my knee ached for hours? It came 
without warning like a stroke of light 
ning. Was this caused by an. unseen 
power Intending to injure me? -

A. An “unseen power” should be the 
last resort in explanation. If spiritual 
beings of the lower order, were able to 
exercise such Influence over mortals 
nothing imaginable could be more 
dreadful than this life. The entryice 
of evil disposed spirits into our lives is 
possible, but only as we, by our con­
duct, prepare Re way, consciously or 
unconsciously.

’ In this instance the cause must be 
sought in the physical condition of the 
subject. It is organic and not psychic, 
and the effect will recur if the cause is 
not removed. This arrest of vital force 
by momentary heart failure may be 
prevented by hygienic living and avoid­
ing sudden exertion and nervous strain. 
Slight benefit can be expected from 
medical prescriptions.

only for purposes of deception. A light 
■ .................... as thetin trumpet should bo chosen, 

best Instrument for the object 
by honest investigators.

sought

Ignorance: Q. What is the 
Ing of a four per cent curve and

mean-
a

three per cent grade?
A. A four per cent curve is one 

which departs from a straight line four 
feet in one hundred. A three per cent 
grade is a fall or rise of three feet in 
one hundred, from a horizontal line.

L Reynolds: Q. How can the pre- 
cosity of some children who give an­
swers to the most profound questions 
without giving them seemingly the 
least tliought, and when they reach ma­
turity, are below the average, and 
have no longer this ability, be ex­
plained?

A. The most plausible explanation 
of such precoslty is that they are im­
pressible and thus subjects under spir- 
itual.’influence. This would manifest to 
them in- certain directions and not in 
others, according to the fact that in 

-sensitives, some faculties of the mind 
tareiniore'. readily Impressed than oth- 

Ts. Hence one may be proficient in 
mathematics, another in science, and 
another in music, or the use of lan­
guage, according to sensitiveness of the 
faculties called into action by the spirit 
impressing.

’-/When they reach adulescence, in 
'Almost all cases this sensitiveness is 
Apst and its recipient becomes himself, 

■•often of mediocre attainments.
Lit Ib, however, possible not only to 
reserve, but to increase this wonder­
ful ability, by culture as a spiritual 
faculty, if the recipient becomes an 
active factor, training his mind to the 

' understanding of what he thus re­
ceives; In brief, awakening his reason 
and quickening his mind by Ujis im­
press of intuition, he may have the ad­
vantage of-an education along both 
lines.

F. M. S. Melvin: Q. Did the uni­
verse have a beginning? .

A. The human mind cannot conceive 
of a "beginning” to the universe as a 
whole. It can comprehend a begin­
ning to some special part, as the solar 
system. The processes of its growth 
are incomplete, and can be traced to 
the cosmic flre-mlst, out of which it was 
evolved.

There It had a beginning. But what 
went before? Out of what came the 
fire-mist material? It id Idle to con­
jecture. •

In the universe are countless millions 
of stars, each representing a. solar sys­
tem like our own. Held by gravitation 
in the vast spaces, they are mutually 
related and dependent. These sys­
tems have birth, grow old and die, anu 
new ones take their places. Perfect 
equilibrium is preserved, and the idea 
of a beginning or ending comes from 
the limitation of the human mind, with­
in whose narrow horizon the infinite is 
Inconceivable.

THE FUTURE RELIGION.

A Comprehensive View of What 
Should Be.

It

Tempus fugit. The days come and 
go much faster’ than I can. Our last 
Etchings left us in El Paso, Texas. We 
only stayed one day after’ that article 
were closed. Our last days in El Paso 
were our best ones. The,size of.the au­
diences ^nd the interest incfeas^,until 
the very last moment ,1 do not. re­
member to have sb<&eiU wherp. ?.tte 
same persons stuck to Us mdre.'faitn-' 
fully from first to last-than at El Paso.

The people did not like to see us 
leave. Many shed tears when; the last 
good-byes were Baid. Wo left many 
friends whom we shall went . to: meet 
again. . . ’ -

• On the first day of the present :yeay 
we boarded the Southern Pacific train1 
for Los Angeles and: San Diego, ’ Cal. 
Our journey was In, eVery sense of the 
word a pleasant dne. In the first.place 
we had none but pleasant memories to 
carry away with us. Then we had 
pleasant anticipations concerning the 
future. ’.

The greatest curiosity we saw on the 
way was the’new sea, called Salton 
Sea, or Salton Lake. That baby sea is 
not yet quite one year old. It is lo­
cated in the southwestern Desert of 
California. It began to fill with water, 
apparently from -the Colorado River, 
and has been filling ever since until it 
covers hundreds of square.miles; and 
still It increases in depth at the rate of 
one inch every twenty-four hours, and 
in area as fast as’that much rise of 
water can conquer the land and make 
sea bottom of it.

As before indicated, this great body 
of water has been supposed to come: out 
of the Colorado river, but while the 
water in the river is fresh the water in 
Lake Salton Is as salt as that of the 
Pacific ocean. This leads many to sup­
pose that there Ib some kind of sub­
terranean connection between the 
ocean and this little sea. I will add 
that many people In Southern Califor­
nia believe that the sea is already hav­
ing an effect on the climate of Califor­
nia.

The S. P. railroad has been compelled 
to move its tracks several times on ac­
count of the rise of the water, and is 
now engaged with its thousands of men 
in again moving Its tracks. It is sup­
posed that the railroad will very soon 
be compelled to give up the entire basin 
to the Bea—I think in its lowest depths 
the basin It occupies is three hundred 
feet below sea level. *■

We arrived In Lob Angeles several 
hours late, and found our friends ap­
parently glad to meet us. We held only 
one meeting there; that was managed 
by our friend of many years, Mrs. Net­
tie Howell. The meeting was a suc­
cess in every way, though the notice 
was short. We promised to spend a 
week there on our way North. This we 
will do, after which we promise a fur­
ther report It may here be said that 
the Spiritualists of Los Angeles have 
formed an association and purchased 
a camp ground, in the suburbs of the 
city, and are going to work to lit it up 
for a camp meeting this year. Some­
thing further will be said on this mat­
ter later.

From Los Angeles, we came on Sat­
urday, Jan 8, to San Diego, the “Bay 
City” of California. This is -my first

’ : w:- ) -
----------- .n !.■ a • 
float in from space. ln?all^ Heir en­
tertainments every , ^erfojmOr, has 
learned his part wel^^g?. smallest 
children, whether .edited ,qyer on the 
Point or in.jtheir Rpja Yogi School in 
the theater building, </pjRey- duties on 
the stage with all th/j CQnyiosure and 
nonchalence of - old^yet^pn actors.- 
Their San Diego Behoofs v^r-y popular, 
and is conceded, to be far, .very far 
ahead of the ' public, schools. Many 
people,-not qt pH in' sympathy with 
what is called Theos’^Ijy send their 
children to the’Raja Yoga school. .. 
. Whatever these people, may be they 
certainly have a model home, a model 
government and a model,(system of ed­
ucation. Every one is trained'to exact­
ly All his place, and it ip done with 
such grace as is seldom seen else­
where. Whether a tallyho driver, a 
guide or a1 secretary in any of the of­
fices, each .one has, learnqd just how to 
answer, just what questions to answer, 
and just how to avoid any,. question 
which borders too much onto matters 
which it is not designed tliat the world 
should know. No one never hears any 
profanity, obscenity, lotill 'talk, or un­
grammatical or mis-prpnounced words 
on Point Loma. ' .

We did not get into any of the main 
buildings. They are not open to the 
public except on certain days, and on 
great occasions. We did not see' Mrs. 
Tingley, who seems to be wise enough 
to keep herself away .from the public. 
They say she Is a very busy woman, 
and spends most of ber time with her 
cabinet, agents, secretaries and stenog­
raphers.

From whatever source the wisdom 
may come, there is surely much of it 
manifest in every department of the 
Point Loma work. I would surely ad­
vise all who come to San Diego to make 
at least one visit to Point Loma.

Our meetings In tbe Temple in San 
Diego, have been and still are large 
and interesting. Many seem deeply in­
terested in the school, and are helping 
It. Our school Is slowly but very sure­
ly on the up grade. Mrs, H. and I only 
wish we could be in Whitewater to 
take a personal Interest in its evejsy 
movement, but until it grows to where 
it is a little nearer self-sustaining that 
cannot be. As I am but' in the work 1 
have reason to believe more and more 
that the time is very, near when we 
can take more of a personal Interest in 
each student.

I do not remember that it has been 
announced that Mrs. (ylara L. Stewart, 
who is still on our b^rd of directors, 
has felt compelled to? resign her posi-

With spectroscope and telescope man 
Is everywhere trying to discover what 
is going on above and below him; but 
the instrument has yet to be Invented 
that will tell the history of a block of 
lava before its mother volcano per, 
mitted it to run alone. -

Lava is everywhere around me, as I 
write by the side of the crater of the 
most active volcano in tho world, and 
some of it Ib yet so hot-that no police­
man is needed tp order the wayfarer to 
“move on.” ■ - •

I just pushed a stick into yonder 
bank. It came out coated with sulphur, 
liquid with tlie heat. 11

Everything is wlerd and unreal.
The lava bends as you walk, and be­

low is an echo which is at oest a very 
unsatisfactory foundation for the trail 
three miles long, by which you creep to 
the edge of the crater of the celebrated 
Kilouea volcano, the glory and terror 
of the island of Hawaii.

I rarely note down a first impression, 
and have often regretted it, so here, on 
the spot, I record a rather Irreverent 
'comparison suggested by the Bcenlc 
play going on 100 feet below.

It is not yet quite dark, bo the lake 
is still dimmed by the light of day; but 
it is crossed and recrossed by lines of 
fire. They are just cracks in the lava, 
but have a strange regularity that 
somewhat resembles the map by which 
a dealer in real estate advertises his 
coming- sale of most valuable and eligi­
ble lote. One almost expects to see 
somewhere a huge sign announcing 
“BUILDING LOTS FOR SALE IN 
HELL TO-NIGHT.”

But the play goes on.
' Fountains begin to sparkle, cascades 
tumble and roar, gysers spout, and 
presently a huge wave of white hot lava 
rolls over at least one-third of the great 
lake, where It had seemed previously 
rather neglected and unsaleable.

In one corner the hour has 
increased activity, and we 
puff, puff as of engines, with 
dering of plutonic hammers, 
pounding and smashing great

come for 
hear the 
the thun- 
evidently 
blocks nf
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’ SPIRITUALISTIC LITERATURE.

BOOKS FOR ALL SPIRITUALISTS TO PERUSE,
The Spiritual Significance.. By Lilian Whiting. This book is all that 

the name implies—a spiritual book. Priee $1’. 6
The Story Hour. For Children and Youth. A book of short stories, 

written expressly to interest and instruct the young. A good work 
Lyceums. By Susan H. Wixon. Priee $.1, ’ ■

The Sunday Question. A historical and critical review, with replies 
to an objector. Its motto: All time too sacred to do wrong: no timZ 
sacred to do good. Price 15 cents, '

The Talmud. Selections from the contents of that ancient book its 
commentaries, teachings, poetry and legends. Also sketches of the men 
who made and commented upon it. By H. Polang. Price, cloth $1

The To-Morrow of Death, or the Future Life According to Science.
Is just what it purports to be—what the title indicates—in every chap­
ter. By Louis Figuier. Price, eloth, $1.50. r

The Unknown. By the scientific writer, Camille Flammariom 
Price, $2. •

The Widow’s Mito and Other Psychological Phenomena. A new book 
of 538 pages by I. K. Funk. A most remarkable and valuable book. 
Price $2. ■

The Wonders of Life. A popular study of biological philosophy. By 
Ernst Haeckel, author of The Riddle of the Universe. Bound in cloth. 
Price $1,50. '

The World Beautiful. Series One, Two and Three. Choice volumes of 
restful and educational reading, uniting the ideal and the real in this 
life. By Lilian Whiting. Priee, each volume, $1.

Three Jubilee Lectures. By Dr. J. M. Peebles. Price 35 cents.
Thomas Paine’s Examination of the Prophecies. A consideration of 

the passages in the New Testament, quoted from the Old and called 
Prophecies concerning Jesus Christ. Price, 15 cents.

Truths of Spiritualism. This book narrates many of the striking ex­
periences of its author as a lecturer and test medium in the earlier days 
of Spiritualism. By E. V. Wilson. Price $1. '

Student: Q. What is the exact dis­
tance of the sun from the earth? As­
tronomy is said to be an exact ecience, 
and supported by the demonstrations of 
mathematics, and yet I find a variation 
of mote than three millions of miles In 
this distance by different astronomers.

A. “Student” makes the variants too 
large, for the latest observations re­
duce the margin of error to 500,000 
miles, more or less. ’

Almost all the data of our knowledge 
of the sun depend on this computed 
distance. There are several ways of 
determining it, but measurements of 
the angles parallax are the most direct. 
The’ instruments by which this meas­
urement is performed are as near per­
fection as human skill can accomplish. 
Encke in 1824, with such instruments 
as he possessed, made the angle 8 m., 
58 s?, corresponding to a distance of 
something over 95,000,000 miles. Ob­
servations on the velocity of light 
showed this to be too great, and with 
more perfect Instruments, the distance 
has been reduced to a mean distance of 
92,260,000 ;piles, with a margin of half 
a million -“4 either side. This may not 
be thought-to be as accurate as it 
should be, but when it is taken into 
consideration that, the apparent size of 
a hair at a distance of 125 feet, must 
be measured, for that almost imper­
ceptible space will make a million or 
mofe miles in the calculation based 
thereon.

From -data drawn from several other
sources the distance of the sun has 
been computed, and the results approx­
imately agree, but not peafectly. For 
all practical purposes the present re­
ceived number is sufficiently accurate. 
The detection of the error by the ve­
locity of light, was a beautiful illustra­
tion of the interdependence of phenom-

The few thoughts by Dr. Juliet Sever­
ance fn a recent issue of. The Progress­
ive Thinker deserves the highest con­
sideration by thinking Spiritualists. .

That the future religion will embrace 
ideas of practical benefit to mankind, 
and that this religion is now in the 
process of construction, there is no. 
doubt in my mind.

The demand for practical points in 
this religion, was voiced recently by 
that peer of woman writers, Dr. Alice 
B. Stockham, when she said that in 
many instances the parents need edu­
cation along practical lines more than 
the children do. Prof Jackman of the 
University of Chicago, in a lecture be­
fore tho Home and Child’s Development 
of the Woman’s Club of Evanston last 
April, said: “What we want is a relig­
ion that will teach the people how to 
live. Vox populi vox del Is an old ex­
pression upon which the future of our 
present political status rests, and upon, 
which the next great partisan battles 
will be fought, because the great polit­
ical leaders are learning that the peo­
ple’s wishes ultimately will triumph.

The tendency of our times is social­
istic and practical. A year ago the 
presidents of two large labor unions In 
Chicago, stated that there was no 
church that was of practical benefit to 
the poor working man, and to this I 
heartily, acquiesce, unless it is the prac­
tical social work of the Hull House, or 
the Chicago Commons.

Perhaps the free dispensary, to which 
the poor people in the large cities 
crowd, or the large hospitals, which are 
everywhere on the increase and en­
larging, comes as near being of practi­
cal benefit as anything we have under 
our present religio-social system, and 
along these lines the Christian church 
has at last found out that it does not 
pay to oppose science any longer, but 
that the people themselves can appre­
ciate and welcome practical work; 
therefore the church is contributing 
money to found hospitals, not only in 
America but ' also in the so-called 
heathen countries. It is establishing 
Medical Missionary Training Schools, 
and Training Schools for Missionary 
Murses, and the adding to the curricu­
lum of the teaching of the Y. M. C. A. 
in this city of a two years’ course in 
practical medical subjects conclusively 
proves that the bright. Intelligent young 
men of America appreciate the influ­
ence of a . teacher who understands 
practical points as well as metaphys­
ical.

■ena. It was found that light from t^e. <w“.s‘°£ *™u“? 
earth too short a Waiting humanity.sun reached the earth in too short a 

time if it had .95,000,000 millions of
miles to traverse.
' According to the best and most re­
cent authorities the distance of the 
sun may be taken in round numbers at 
93 000,000 miles. (It Is somewhat less.) 
It’is not claimed that the instrument 
can measure with1 absolute accuracy, 
and a margin of two hundredths of a 
second is allowed for .error. Taking 
this for the true distance the diameter

The question to my mind is. What 
is the great organization of the Spirit­
ualists going to do about this,practical 
part of the coming religion? Is it go­
ing to oppose it, or will .it bodily take 
up this matter and embrace it for its 
own glory and the benefit of eager

There is a wide field that is not filled
entirely by any religious organization, 
and can only be filled by a practical re- 
ligloil as Spiritualism surely is.

. D. Si HAGER, M. D.
Chicago, Ill.

"Spiritual Songs for the Use of Cir­
cles, Campmeetings and Other Spiritu­
alist Gatherings.” By Mattie E. Hull. 
Price 10 cents.

•♦MW Shall 1 Become, a Medl
urn. Fully /VnsWered

bi‘Mediumship and Its Laws, Ite Conditions 
Cultivation,” by. Hudson Tuttle. Price 35

Bate. Sead to -^ ^^ Berlin Height^ O. 1

visit to Safi Diego in sixteen years. 
One can .-hardly imagine the?, change; 
that has pome over the city in' that 
length of time.' ‘

Judge of our surprise, upon arriving, 
when we landed at 1023, Ninth street, 
to find that we had gone right into the 
home of our old friends, Orrin W. and. 
E. Gertrude Smith. We had known 
them intimately during the past eight­
een years, but had no idea, of meeting 
them here. Brother Smith Is a kind 
of all-round literary man, and Mrs. 
Smith is a medium of much more than 
ordinary merit. We are home here, 
and if'we continue to behave as well as 
we have we will call this our home un­
til we leave San Diego. .

Our meetings here are largely a^ 
tended. It was indeed pleasant to 
look over the large audiences and see 
the familiar faces of the long ago. 
Among them was that familiar face ot 
Dr. J. M. Peebles, now about eighty- 
five years young; .then there was Prot 
Edward Whipple, who Is not a great 
way behind Dr. Peebles in years. 
There were several others, but as few 
of them were among the early , piiblic 
workers in Spiritualism I will not now 
occupy space enumerating them. ’ It 
seems good to meet these old veterans 
in the cause, and more of them will be 
met right here in San Diego than in 
any other place in the United States. 
Here are dozens of people who come 
and introduce themselves as old 
friends, some of whom had been for­
gotten. It is good to meet them, and 
the meeting always revives hopes for 
the “sweet bye and bye.”

Dr. J. M. Peebles, now 85 years old, is 
as straight as an arrow, and appar­
ently as active as a cat He looks and 
acts as vigorous‘as he did fifty years 
ago, when I was his’ neighbor " and 
preaching Adventism. ■ . ... " .

Prof. E. Whipple, whom I had not 
seen in thirty years, and who if seemed 
to me had dropped or risen out of Riis 
sphere of existence, has turned gray, 
but otherwise time has‘ dealt t.ery 
gently with him. He seems goei for 
another seventy-four years ; of hhrd 
work. ’ : : ..

Well, we are enjoying June;climate; 
fruits and flowers here in' January 
more beautiful than can be found In 
Illinois in June. Overcoats arei%car.ce- 
ly needed here; sometimes I put’one on 
in the eveningbecause I am informed 
that the returning breeze from the Sea 
here ih the evening will chill one be­
fore he knows it I have seen no ice 
or frost here as yet

Mrs. H. and I have have tried to visit 
some of the points of interest here, 
chief of which Ib Point Loma, where 
Madame Tingley and her colony of 
Theosophists own over two’thousand 
acres of the best tilled land in Califor­
nia, and perhaps, millions of dollars 
worth of as fine buildings as I in my 
early days dreamed' to be in the "holy 
city,” the New Jerusalem.

It Is said that one,person has col­
lected all these people and-' all this 
property together; and that one brain 
controls it all. ’ . '

Here is a school where all are stu­
dents, and in a certain sense all are 
teachers;' where .one can obtain any 
kind of an education that can be had’ 
In any of our colleges. Here are no 
servants and no masters. Every able­
bodied person Is expected to do his 
portion of the work, and get his les­
sons, and step into his place. Every 
one seems to .be an adept at Whatever, 
he is'doing, and all seem perfectly har­
monious and happy. . _;-

These people have. built and own 
the Isis, the finest theatre in San 
Diego. This theater is always-rented 
out to first-class companies during the 
week, and . on Sunday, and Sunday 
night is used by themselves dither for 
lectures or entertainments. . - , j

When they use it themselves'it is al­
ways crowded; their music which is 
first-clads » out & Bight, and seems to

tion as secretary of tbe M?j^ P. I. A. 
The distance between the-.^chool and 
herself is so great tpat si^ does not 
feel that she can dls^barge ’the duties 
of secretary as they phoqjd be done. 
Her resignation has been t^eluctantly 
accepted by the boar^f directors, and 
Mrs. Emma J. Owen^f ClJfjton, Iowa, 
has been.chosen se^etary? in Mrs. 
Stewart’s place. Mrs., Owen is now in 
the school as student^ teaclj/jr and sec­
retary- lM,

Mrs. Stewart is now ;iu Seattle, doing 
whatever she can Api to dp, both for 
the school and for the cauge of Spirit­
ualism. It is hoped tpai; the'Spiritual­
ists of the West will Jjeqp ^qj- busy and 
will pay her well for ber work-

ThjBjbJff’^ti Pratt £phqql3s ffl0W bp- < 
ing blessed, and to be lurju/er blessed 
in the future bv paving .• addition^ 
made to its library. Dr. James M. 
Peebles, less than one year since en­
riched the ..school library by adding to 
it a copy of every one of his valuable 
books—I mean the books of which he 
is the author. Now, my brother, D. W. 
Hull, has sent a portion of his large 
library to the school, and promises the 
remainder when he and his wife get 
through with IL . When I return to my 
home in the spring I shall carry a large 
portion of my library oyer to the Li­
brary Hall in the Institute. Dr. 
Peebles made us glad by making tho 
public announcement in the San Diego 
Spiritual Temple, that he was going 
soon to send his large and well selected 
library to the Morris Pratt School. At 
this rate we shall soon have a library, 
the study of which will make one a 
scholar of no mean repute. As soon as 
we can have our library properly ar­
ranged, the Morris Pjatt School will 
not be ashamed to compare its library 
w/th that of other young schools. It 
has perhaps four thousand volumes 
now. • .

Our appointments for the immediate 
future are as follows: Jan. 50 to Feb. 5, 
Los Angeles, Cal., under the manage­
ment of Mrs. Nettie Howell. Address 
us while there, 1410 Kellam avenue. 
Feb. 6 to 13, San Jose, Cal. - There ad­
dress us in care of Mrs. Dr. Dobson- 
Barker. Feb. 13 to 28, Portland; Ore., 
and March and April, Seattle, Wash..

Both Mrs. Hull.and myself are enjoy­
ing better health thap. we did, before 
we left home on Nov, 10. ” •

- MOSES HULL.

A Prominent Spiritualist ’Passed to 
Spirit Wfe. ’ • '

Mrs. Lizzie Cone Beals x>f Summer­
land, Cal., passed to.spirit life, Jan. 19, 
aft.er an lllnesa’bf ^ears, of bfpnchlal 
consumption. She Juul been. a. great 
sufferer, yet always patient and-cheer- 
ful. She was .a,-firm.) Spiritualist and 
felt conscious of the presence of the de­
parted, giving her assistance to bear 
'her trials and suffering;' She had writ­
ten many beautiful poems which found 
their way in the different spiritual peri­
odicals in the years, ^ast A.few days 
before her transition, seated in her In­
valid chair, she" write' the following 
poetic Unes which seemed prophetic as 
thp day had been cloiidy an^ rainy, but 
on the morning o£ hef ipasfifeg away the 
sun came out in brilliant/ and the 
earth teemed with othe- gladness of 
spring as though angering the cry of 
;a freed spirit from the grievous bands 
of sorrow and disease. la cannot wish 
her back, although any h^Urt is made 
desolate and lonely-£by her Absence, 
and only the assurahoe tliitt her spirit 
is with me can alla/rthe «lrrow l feel. 
The following are tbal lines-1 tound in 
her notes she' had pencils® among her 
papers: osc ai 1
On the wings ot s^nb .fright sunny

Lef my spirit spaF&wavj/' .
Whenrthe flowers Skim, their dewy 

5 slumbers /
_ Are opening to weicome the day; \ 
When they shed thejr perfume sweetly

On all the air aroiind/; - . ,
Then heavenward’let joy spirit—'

Oh, homeward let lt'bound. . -1

chaos into fragments of suitable size 
for the fuel needed by the volcano.

It is a grewsome and wlerd scene, 
and none the less so when the guide 
tells me that he conslaers this 
rather comfortable ledge on which I am 
sitting is liable to tumble into the cra­
ter any hour. No one has yet gone to 
heaven, or elsewhere, by this route, but 
the guide says he has often found the1 
resting spot ot one day has disap­
peared at his next visit. So a rather 
startling newspaper epitaph Ib included 
as one of the possibilities of a tourist's 
ticket.

This volcano Is presided over by the 
Goddess Pele, and. at Intervals that 
seem almost decimal, she sends from a 
much higher crater a stream of lava 
that usually makes quite a reputation 
for itself before it ceases. And there­
by hangs rather an interesting tale.

In the year the theologian calls 1882, 
the last of these great laval rivers- 
started to cross the island, and reach 
the ocean. But right in its road was 
the one seaport of the Island, the flour­
ishing little city of Hilo. The inhabit­
ants, both sacred and profane, naturally 
objected to being wiped out in this 
manner, and a battle royal began, just 
as, according to sacred history, a sim­
ilar battle_was fought to the bitter end 
between Elijah’ the prophet and the 
priests of Baal. The prophet defied the 
priests to set fire to the sacrifice on a 
great altar he had built. Their prayers 
were many, but too cold for the occa­
sion, and the sacrifice remained un­
roasted. But the prayers of the prophet 
went straight to the spot. There was 
a grand conflagration, and, of course, 
the “madding crowd’’ joined his church 
Immediately. For there was, even in 
those days, nothing so popular as suc­
cess. Here was to be a similar battle 
royal, but this time the victor was to 
put out a fire instead of kindling it.

The missionaries and ^eir flocks 
took first innings, but the dread god­
dess continued her march to tbe tune 
of “Roll on, thou shining river.” When 
the awful stream was less than three- 
fourths of a mile from the city a dear, 
good princess of the then royal family 
undertook to appeal to the goddess. It 
was Princess Ruti, a sylph weighing 
something over 300 pounds, who pro­
ceeded to take the accustomed offering 
in a chariot which would vulgarly be 
called an ox-cart, only It was drawn by 
loving and, enthusiastic natives. .She 
sat flat on the bottom of the cart, with 
her princessly limbs hanging out be­
hind in the full glare of the 19th cen­
tury. With her were offerings well 
known as acceptlble to the divine 
Pele. ..

From a rock overhanging the flowing 
stream, the princess cast in a sucking 
pig, and bananas, where the goddess 
could immediately scent and enjoy the 
feast. In a moment the lava ceased to 
flow and,the city was saved. A gentle­
man holding, bigli office-under the king 
told me HE WITNESSED THE CERE­
MONY, LISTENED TO .THE PRAY­
ERS, AND PERSONALLY SAW THB 
INSTANTANEOUS EFFECT OF THE 
SACRIFICE. ■ . '

Of course, the natives believed more 
firmly than ever in their great goddess. 
And why should not they? Elijah mur­
dered all that-did not believe in his god. 
These gentle natives .are quite willing 
the white.race should continue to make 
unanswered, prayer’s. The. missionaries 
shouted ‘‘oniy a coincidence.” Just so. 
But the same remark hits tae case of 
Elijah. Personally ! confess to a great 
respect for an answered prayer, but 
none at all for the petition that can 
neither start a fire, or do any other use­
ful work. Sp Pele, dear Pele, write me 
down as an humble admirer, and accept 
my earnest congratulations on your suc­
cess.

Just oue question to the learned. 
How comes It that the goddess of the 
Hawaiian volcano on the lonely isle of 
the mid-Pacific has the same name as 
the Atlantic volcano which since the 
above was written has destroyed the 
city of Martinique and Its 20,000 inhab­
itants almost in a moment? Surely it 

; points to some prehistoric mingling of 
races, CHARLES DAWBARN.

San Leandro, Cal. -

When the birds are. singing sweetly 
Their gleeful morning song, 1

Let me list to their swelling cadence 
As I joyfully pass along. . .

Let it float’ with me so gently' . ’ -
Till it mingles wltfi'ihe streams,..

By angel voices chanteji,. ■ /
On those bright celestial plains? ; 
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Etchings From Pioneer Peebles
The World’s Missionary-at-large,

San Diego—The Holidays—The Seventh-day Ad- 
yehtists—Rev. Bane's Demons—Obsessed Christians 
—The Call of Dr. H. A. Cross—Hudson Tuttle as an 
Exorcist—Spiritualism Passing from a Movement Mil­
itant to a Movement Triumphant. . . - -

What a magnificent country is South­
aim California! What‘ vivid contrasts 
doos it awaken! Think of it! Blinding 
snows and blizzards In America’s north­
lands, and ripening oranges and straw­
berries and summer roses here in San 
Diego. The week of the holidays was 
warm, bright and sunny; people sitting 
in the parks under the palms; men in 
their shirt sleeves at work; bare-footed 
boys parading the streets; tlie lemon 
groves, fields and uplands-back of the 
city, green and beautiful; while afar off 
to the east of us, yet in sight, are moun­
tains crowned in snows.

It is no exaggeration, to say that the 
festivities of Christmas time in this 
city of churches, schools, and theaters, 
and some thirty religious and sub-re­
ligious organizations, were at .their 
best The Spiritualists and the chil­
dren of Spiritualists had a most delight­
ful time, all enjoying the Christmas 
tree and tlie music, the declamations, 
etc. Col. Dryden,, one of the ablest 
workers in Spiritualism, wisely said in 
his address "all days should be Christ­
mas days.”

Not in the lecture field because of my 
lengthened years; nevertheless, the 
good people of this city insisting, 1 
have spoken, in the Temple each Sun­
day evening, and have also attended 
the Lyceum in the morning, and taken 
part in the afternoon conferences. 
These, under the management of Presi­
dent Busti are exceedingly interesting 
and Instructive. )n all sifth meetings, 
some, unconscious of the passing time, 
are apt to exercise their "gift of con­
tinuance." And when spirits entrance, 
or come into earth atmosphere to take 
part in a conference, they should abide 
by the rules of the conference. If they 
talk beyond the allotted time, they 
should be “called do^n” just as prompt­
ly as any mortal.

The Seventh-Day Adventists.
Evangelist Simpson, the Adventist 

Evangelist, who has been misrepresent­
ing Spiritualism, and sounding the Rev- 
elator’s trumpet in San Diego, warning 
men of the speedy coming of the Lord 
Jesus and the end ot the world, has 
folded his tent and departed.

The leaders of this sect insist that 
in consequence of his revival, seventy- 
five have commenced keeping Saturday 
as the Sabbath day, and a number arc 
to be baptized next Saturday. Water 
baptism by immersion is all right, and 
its frequent applications in a dry, dusty 
country is decidedly commendable.

By the way. tbe associated press In­
forms me that tliere has been another 
division among these self-voted saints. 
This time it is largely between their 
aged vislonlst, Eldress E. G. White, and 
Dr. Kellogg.- The present internal 
feud is considered very serious. For 
years, Eldress White has been telling 
these Seventh-day Adventists of Battle 
Creek, their headquarters, that “there 
has been sharp dealings among them, 
which displeased God.” "The Lord 
has shown.me.” she writes, “that for 
every dollar accumulated by unjust 
means, there was ten' times as much 
lost.” She continued, “Unjustifiable 
commercial business has been carried 
on." Many, making no pretensions to 
religion have thought tho same. And 
because these people did "not follow

izatibns, but many such .organizations 
are ready instruments in the hands 
of spirit beings of the same devel­
opment. They are often Influenced 
from the slightest impressions to com­
plete obsession.” Indeed, they are! 
How perfectly Hudson Tuttle and my­
self agree upon this matter. '

Again, friend Tuttle, writing in his 
Arcana, page 302, under the strong sub­
heading, “Uncontrollable Desire to 
Kill," tells.us of another case when he 
was personally and violently obsessed. 
While sitting in a seance room around 
a table, Mr. Tuttle drew “automatical­
ly a grotesque portrait” of an Indian 
spirit, which so maddened this con­
trolling demon Indian, that Mr. Tuttle's 
mind was quickly "changed to a fierce 
and unutterable hatred." Anger turned 
tho light .to bloody redness, and to kill 
was an unconquerable desire;” desire 
on the part of the obsessed Mr. Tuttle 
to kill—to kill whom? Why, his own’ 
father! And while thus obsessed by- 
thia demon Indian with the uncontrolla­
ble desire to kill, Mr. Tuttle “threw a 
piece of chalk with the precision of a 
bullet, hitting the offender; his father, 
in the center of the forehead, witli a 
force that shivered the chalk to pieces;” 
And this was done, remember, with a 
"fierce unutterable, hatred,' accompa­
nied with an uncontrollable desire to 
kill—to murder his own parent, and all 
because this parent laughed at the Sa­
tan-like appearance of the. “grotesque 
portrait of this Indian,”

Now, then, I submit, if a “desire to 
rush into the river arid commit sui­
cide;" if a “fierce, uncontrollable, ha­
tred;” if "anger in bloody redness;” it 
an "uncontrollable desire to kill," when 
influenced in a seance by a low, unde­
veloped spirit demon, do not constitute 
tho very essence of obsession, control, 
influence (demoniac influence), then 
the English language Is absolutely in­
competent to convey ideas, or state 
facts. .

Surely, this book, “Spirit Obsess­
ions,” mentioned by Mr, Tuttle as 
“supposedly endorsed by Spiritualists," 
would have been not only "refreshing,” 
but, endorsed or unendorsed, would 
have been of invaluable benefit to Mr. 
Tuttle, saving him from such excruciat­
ing obsessing experiences as the desire 
to commit suicide, or kill a kind father. 
These were not hallucinations, but' 
closely observed and carefully booked 
realities, and none accepting the truth­
fulness of Mr. Tuttle's self-testifled-tb 
experiences can for a moment doubt the 
facts of obsession by demons, evil spir­
its, or evil-disposed spirits, all ot which 
are coroborating testimonies to the 
many witnesses testifying in my book, 
that will soon require a fourth edition.

This book on Demonism not only 
warns, but points out the proper meth­
od of avoiding obsessions by evil-dis­
posed spirits, or demons. Remember 
that the words demons, evil spirits, un­
developed spirits, selfish, ill-disposed 
spirits, are continually used inter­
changeably in this-volume of mine upon 
obsession, but the word deviL of the 
Bible or churches, is never used by me 
as the synonym of evil spirits or de­
mons.

Exorcising Demoniac Spirits.
In his Arcana, Hudson Tuttle has 

over a page under the attractive head­
ing: “The Treatment of Obsession.” 
It is very interesting, because Mr. Tut­
tle, in describing a particular case, 
thus writes: "A young man becoming 
mediumistic, found himself (see p. 
20'4) obsessed by a power which seemed

as continuous as It (s immutable, ana 
truth is absolutely imperishable, All 
the good of the old time remains; prim- 
clples may change their garments, but 
they never die, a»4 so of human beings 
—there are no dead,

Spiritualism Triumphant
None of us are - absolutely perfect. 

Few have reached the sublime attitudes 
of that positive or universal religion 
whose coasBlBtant is science, whose 
creed is freedom, whose psalm is love, 
and whose holiest prayer is holy work 
for human" good. The best have not 
yet entered the vestibule of perfection. 
Tbe ideal stretches far into the golden 
distance. That there are extrava­
gances, fraunds, wild theories, and mor-' 
al excresences sheltering themselves 
under the widespread wing of Spiritual­
Rm, is freely admitted. This is com­
mon in all movements involving the 
activities of the emotional nature. Let 
rhe sinless stone the erring. “Jesus," 
says the record, "came Into the world 
not to condemn, but to save the world," 
Because the mlllenlum has not dawned 
during this phenominal cycle of the 
fifty years and more ofmodern Spirit­
ualism ; because the temple of its inner 
glories is as yet only seen in vision; 
because our fondest hopes are not 
realized nor our lofty ideas attained, 
shall we go back to the beggarly ele­
ments of the world, and seek spiritual 
nourishment from chewing old secta­
rian husks? •

Only in weakness aud blindness does 
human nature seek to return to the 
flesh-pots of the past. If Spiritualists 
are not free, generous, tolerant!, and 
prosperous; if they are not above the 
level of the age in good works, in re­
form effort and general culture; if they 
are not the ready recipients, of the 
freshest fruits of science and philoso­
phy; if they are not full-grown men and 
women, the fault is not in Spiritualism, 
but in themselves. ’
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■ ’ Letters Answered. .

the directions of the Lord, he came 
near,” she states, “and swept away all 
their printing plant (by fire). This Is 
one of Jehovah’s old tricks, correspond­
ing to some of those recorded in the 
Old Testament.

Dr. H. A. Cross’ Inquiry. determined upon his destruction. HiB 
It is wise and well for the readers language was dreadful to hear, and, if

of The Progressive Thinker to call on opposed, he became enraged, foamed at 
Ks writers for explanations. To this the mouth, and sought to destroy those 
encl, Dr. Crcjss, himself an able writer, who spoke to him.” This case, bear 
asks me for an explanation of my in mind, very much resembles some ot 
statement that “some of the leading ex- those recorded in tho “Demonism of 
ponents of Spiritualism advocated the the Ages.”
doctrine that all human beings do not, The friends brought this obsessed 
or will not consciously exist hereafter.” man to Brother Tuttle, who, seeing him 
I re affirm ray statement, and promise “nearly a fourth of a mile away, rushed 
to prove it, when getting back to niy towards himjike a wild beast, cursing,
library in the spring. It is no more raving, and foaming at the mouth.” 

' ' ’ ’ There was only one remedy, ex-true that carpenters require tools for
constructing buildings than that au- claimed Mr. Tuttle, and that was for 
thors require books and printed arti- me to magnetize him.” Neglecting to 
cles to explain their positions when by exerting all his strength and pur- 
challengetl. In the mean time, while pose, the obsessed man soon becoming 
Dr. Cross is kindly waiting for an ex- "obedient to his desires, and being sate 
planation, will he continue in the well- for two or three, days.” Neglecting to 
doing of writing frequently for the Spir- return at the end of two days he be- 
itualist press, for he has tbe happy gift came again obsessed.” The third time 
of having thoughts—well digested he was “wilder and fiercer than at first.” 
thoughts—and when he has written Mr. Tuttle’s spirit friends now warned 
them out in a clear, concise style, he this young man’s friends tliat “he was 
has the wisdom to stop. Such writers in the utmost danger, and cautioned
are rarities.

The Rev. Bane and His Demons.
Similar occurrences to these narrat­

ed by the Rev. Bane and mentioned by 
Hudson Tuttle in The Progressive 
Thinker of December 23, have occurred 
in all ages, though at times under dif­
ferent names. And several occurrences 
have been so clearly and concisely au­
thenticated that none but the ill-in­
formed anti those unacquainted with 
history even pretend to deny them.

In this Thinker of December 23, Hud­
son Tuttle very graciously gives us 
this paragraph: "Rev. Bane has not 
read some of the recently published 
books, supposed ta be endorsed by Spir­
itualists, or he would have found him­
self discounted. What a refreshing 
bnok ‘“Demonism of the Ages” (by Dr. 
Peebles) would be to him."

Exactly! What a "refreshing” and 
thoroughly Instructive book the “De- 
monlsm of tbe Ages” would have been 
to Hudson Tuttle, if it had been pub­

them against sitting in circles." But 
“that very evening, he sat in a circle 
and obsession returned. This time I 
had not the least Inflfluence,” writes 
Mr. Tuttle, “and the obsessing spirit 
mocked at my futile efforts. With 
brief intervale this continued for some 
years until the death of the victim. It 
was the most decided case of obsession 
I ever witnessed.” . ’ '

I have noticed, a number of very sim­
ilar ones during long years of experi­
ence. ' ' . . ’ . .

Accordingly, every Spiritualist who 
accepts the published statements, who. 
believes tn the truthfullness of Mr. Tut­
tle’s description of obsessions In his 
"Arcana of Spiritualism,” believes em­
phatically In obsessions, in terrible ob­
sessions by demons, or evil spirits.

The Rev. Bane’s 'demons are very 
similar to Tuttle’s. Bane’s barked like 
dogs, shouted,, hissed like serpents, and

Hshed and carefully read by him before 
his own personal and even terrible ob­
sessions, that almost discount any re­
corded in my book on obsession.

To wit: on page 203, “Arcana of Splr- 
•tualfsffi,” Mr. Tuttle, under the bold 
sub heading of "Suicidal Obsession,” 
gives us his own personal experience. 
Though abbreviating, I give, the points 
with extreme exactness. ’
■'Hudson Tuttle was sitting in a circle 

at the residence of Dr. Underhill, In an 
■"almost unconscious state, recognizing 
tbe presence of several Indian spirits. 
-"Suddenly I was seized with a desire,” 
hS says, “to rush away and throw my­
self into the river, the Cayahoga,” but 
“some one caught hold of me and 
aroused me out. of the impressional 
state I was in. and so I gained control 
of myself.” (Mark the phrase—con­
trol mvself). "Had the state been 
more profound the end might have 
been different.” ’ *.* “The desire 
(to'commit suicide) remained with me 
all Ithe evening."

Commenting upod this experience, 
Mrl Tuttle says: “The study of enmi-
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huriband, perhaps a child or ..a relative, or a very 
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books cn hpw to develop. Buy-them now! I know 
that they are wortlutheir weight ip gold!

CLAIRVOYANCE—Cloth-bound, price 11.60 (re- 
dutvd from 52.00).- It teaches you how to pene­
trate tbe veil of sense and matter, converse with 
spirits, road the crystal, see tho future, prophesy, 
attain illumination;and baaYoghb “All students 
will do.well to study this excellent volume."—W. 
J. Colville. “It is ■a^revelatlon."—Light. "Best 
work on the eubjeck^—Mind; •‘Marvelous—Ep­
och-mak Inc-.”— Llllau/Whhing.

SPIRIT WORLD, by Garfield. cloth. 75 cents.
AURAS AND COLORS-With exhaustive dic­

tionary of color meanings. A unique book for 
unique people. Prieo'50 cents..

P8YCHOMETRY—Tbe first and only book 
which teaches the science so that you can prac­
tice it. Price, 60 cents.

REALIZATION—Haw to enter the euper-eon- 
scioneness und.be a Yogis. Price. 25 cents.

ORYSTALs.for crystal-gazing, a new lot at 12.26 
each, postage prepahUvT -HOW TO UHM EMBER PAST LIVES-A Ms. 
series on thlsitascinaMns subject. Price, $1.00 
Send money to ; '

J. GJ F. GRUMBINE,
(Spoolallst lo; .Occult Sciences),

ChestnutiHill fits., Boston, Mass.

DON’T READ THIS.
Frances L. Loucks, one of the greatest Psychic 

wonders living that uses the spiritual X-ray with­
out any leading symptom lo direct, and locate all 
Internal diseases. A trial'will convince you. 
Nervous exhaustion .and lost vigor, pf both sexes 
successfully treated, as .hundreds CQn testify. 
Send name, ag?, sex.,complexion and- 10 cents In 
stamp#,*fend receive a correct diagnosis of your 
case, free, worth dollars to you. Address,

FKANUE8 L. LOUCKS, ^.
85 W arren SU. Btontham. Ma**.' "

DR. J. S. LOUCKS,
One of tho oldest and most successful Magnetic 
Physicians, bus passed to spirit life; but he will 
continue to heal tbe sick through the mediumship 
of his wife. Frances L, Loucks, who is a wonder­
ful psychic and healer. They have worked to­
gether for 25 years, and his patrons 'Will get even, 
better service now than they did before. From 
now on address all letters, enclosing five- two-' 
cent stamps with name, age, sex and one leading 
symptom, to FRANCES L. LOUCKS, Stoneham, 
Mass.. Lock Rox 1203.

What Envelopment Means?
Most men and women, whatever their age or 

occupation, are sensitives. If not psychics. This 
qualifies them lb fully unfold and realize their 
Divinity. To do so la to enjoy the fullest knowl­
edge of theibpowcra. and by. tho law of corres­
pondence consciously to enter Into rapport with 
the spirit world, to be guided to success and pros­
perity, demonstrate over disease and death by 
proving to themselves their Immortality. My 
system teaches anyone how to unfold his special 
phase of mediumship, how to develop clairvoy­
ance. telepathy, healing. Inspiration, seorship, 
psychometiy, illumination. Since 1893 my college 
has been in existence. My work is practical, 
simple, comprehensive. You cannot fall. For 
reduced terms and prospectus send stamped ad­
dressed envelope to J. C. F. GRUMBINE,

Chestnut Hill Station, Boston, Maes.

“Wo want to get as far away from Spiritual­
ism and Spiritualists as possible.” “Spiritual­
ism is no longer respectable.” “We want 
nothing more to do with it.”—Statement made 
by C. W. Stewart under oath.

W. A. Wiling Is a prominent Spirit- ment of his position, included in the
ualist and lawyer residing at North­
wood, Iowa. In a calm, dispassionate, 
logical manner he describes the mani­
festations purporting to be of spirit 
origin, coming through Mrs. Folsom at 
DesMoines, Iowa. As is well known, 
Tho Progressive Thinker has been 
PARTICULARLY KIND AND FOR­
BEARING to this medium (for she IB 
such to a certain extent), publishing re­
peatedly aud prominently the most 
fulsome notices of her work, extolling 
her to the skies, and not even mention­
ing as a matter of news (which it 
should have done) that a committee of 
the N. S. A. composed of three mem­
bers, Dr, G. B. Warne, T, - Grimshaw 
aud E. A. Schram, all men of undoubted 
honesty, had; after examining many 
witnesses, DECIDED THAT CERTAIN 
MANIFESTATIONS GIVEN BY HER 
WERE OF EARTHLY ORIGIN, AND 
IN ■■ NO SENSE SPIRITUAL. The 
present state association of -Missouri is 
in hearty accord with the decision of 
the N. S. A, officials, and so is W. F. 
Peck, a resident of St. Louis and presi­
dent, of Clinton camp, and a man of 
sterling honesty - and integrity. And 
we might have let the Stewart-Folsom 
matter drift along indefinitely, unmen­
tioned, had not the former, the husband 
of Mrs. Folsom, made an open state-

following:
State Progressive Spiritualists’ AbsocI- 

atlon of Missouri.
Auxiliary to the National Spiritualists’

■ Association.
St, Louis. Mo., Dec. 9,1905.

We, the undersigned, testify that C. 
W. Stewart, on the Stir day of Decem­
ber, 1905, in our presence, AND UNDER 
OATH, did make the following declara­
tions: ’ '

“WE WANT TO GET AS FAR 
AWAY FROM' SPIRITUALISM AND 
SPIRITUALISTS AS POSSIBLE,"
• "SPIRITUALISM IS NO LONGER 
RESPECTABLE."
“WE WANT NOTHING MORE TO 

DO WITH IT."
Such statements • wero made as 

stated above under cath, before Referee 
Llonberger Davis, appointed by Judge 
Taylor of. the Circuit Bench, the said 
referee to act one a proforma decree 
for a new state association to be 
knovtn as Society of Scientific and Re­
ligious Truthseekers; tbe applicants 
for the decree were Mrs. Josie K. Fol-
som-Stewart, her husband, Chas. 
Stewart, and about forty others.

W. F. PECK.
OLIN D. WHITTIER. 
T. GRIMSHAW, 
OSCAR F. EVERTZ,

W.

MRS. KLARA T. HARY.
The above named prominent Spirit-

ualists are willing to testify 
oath that Mr. Stewart made the 
assertion.

LETTER FROM W. A. WILLING.

under 
above

SPIRITUAL MEDIUM
> anduPsy^homctrist. •

Clairvoyantdoscrlpttons, spirit messages (names 
often given), chnracten delineations. diagnosis of 
physical, mental and.psychic condition, with ad­
vice on - mediumship mid all affairs of life when 
desired. JTuUJ heading 91.00. Two Ques­
tions aneweredrSS cenu. -

: Correct It«adin£jH>r Money Rotunded.

• ; BMJKh 8U-.N. E., Washington, D. C.
> • ISMiA^KOYAC WILLIAM^

ft IJnnAnpftlf Restores Lost Vision. 
H'WUI IUU1 I UI Write for Illustrated Circular 
Cnanbonfa showing styles and pricesand 
OUubLublUi photo pf Spirit Yarma, who de­
veloped this Clairvoyant power In me. I can ad­
just my Melted Pebble. Lens Spectacle as perfect­
ly to your eyes at your own home aud send by 
mail, as if you were in. my office- Thousands will

.testify. B^.POOIiB.
4BEvanaton Ave.. Chicago. CH

HAVK YOU CATARRHT My Vegetable 
Battery treatment will cure it This Battery will 
break up a cold In tha bead in a day. Spat post­
age pain for 11.10. B. F, POOLE, <5 Evanston ave., 
Chicago. Ill.

BOOKS BY­

LILIAN WHITING.

To All Spiritualists:—I often think 
what a wonderful movement Spiritual­
ism would be were it not for the as­
saults made upon it by its friends. It 
must surely contain a great many gold­
en grains of truth or it never could, 
stand under the load heaped upon it by 
them, ft is with sorrow and some mis­
giving that I request the editor of The 
Progressive Thinker to publish this ar­
ticle, but justice to the National Asso­
ciation, Spiritualists in general and the 
people of Des Moines, Iowa, in partic­
ular, demand that something be said 
regarding the Iowa State Convention 
recently held at the former city.

John D. Vail, president of the Iowa 
State Association, for some reason or 
other saw fit to employ Mrs. Josie K. 
Folsom-Stewart and her husband to do 
tho principal work of the convention, 
and that without consulting any ot the 
chartered societies. At first thought 1 
made up my mind that I should retrain 
from attending the convention, but 
upon second thought, I could not allow 
a matter of that kind that meant so 
much for the cause of Spiritualism go 
by defaujt, so I attended the conven­
tion, representing the First Spiritualist 

• Society of Northwood, of which I have 
the honor ,to bg-president, ' ’*
' -Upon reaching Des Moines, I discov­
ered that the chartered societies repre­
sented, were opposed to Mr. Vail's ac­
tion, and some were demanding that 
their engagement be cancelled, while 
others only going so far as to criticise 
in very strong terms his said action. 
The convention was called to order as 
announced and the Folsoms would not 
have been allowed to fulfill their con­
tract with Mr. Vail, were it possible to 
have received a report from the creden­
tial committee during its first business 
session, bpt that committee for some 
reason or other failed to get its report 
In proper, shape until the next day, and 
After Mrs. Folsom had been twice upon 
the platform, and some of the delegates 
thought .that no more harm could be ac­
complished by allowing her to finish 
her engagement.
' Regarding her work, I can only say, 
that’Kellar, the magician, would not in­
sult an Intelligent audience with the

ately said, "That is my name.1 Mrs.

♦ very crude methods used by Mrs. Fol-
THE LIFE RADIANT;—Cloth,$1.00 sop, in the giving of her ballot read- 
net. Decorated cloth-11.25. in this, hernew book. Ings and so-called independent spirit 
Mlee Whiting alma to. portray a practical Ideal tor' writings and nietures The fleet two d«lly Urine that shall embody the sweetness and a“b Pictures, me nrst -two
exaltation and faith that lend enchantment to life, 03.1101 reading seances conducted by 
Ilia, in a measure, a logical sequence of ’‘The her were anvthlDE but satisfactory ow- World Beautiful." Leading Into still diviner bar- ' „ Y„ A, 7 I f; 5 * m ,f ^ v
monies. ‘‘The Life Radiant” is characterized by ^g to the fact that MTS. Folsom her- 
tho same essential qualities that have marked self placed the cotton, while a third 
?ThgWorjd Beautiful."- . _ . _. party tied the bandage. Mrs. Folsom

AN ASTONISHING OFFER
Send three two-cent stamps, lock ot 

hair, age, name and the leading symp­
tom, and your disease will be diagnosed 
free by spirit power. ' r 

Mrs. Dr, Dobson-Barker, 
■ 230 North Sixth St.

San Jose.'Cali

CONTENTS—The Golden Age Lies Onward; Dis­
cerning the Future; The Ethereal Realm; The 
Power of the Exalted Moment; The Nectar of

has a very prominent, high, narrow
nose, her. eyes are well to the surfacethe Hour uubcj .iiui.. vjeb. arts wen to me surface 

THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE: ^“e^. ^A1?*? ®Queez\Dg. ^ 
or Death as an Brent In Life, elotb. 11.00 A boon JfeCOtt??jV?5 ® ^e band®Ke ^^ being 
from her pen’means new flashes of insight, a rev- t-ednWOUla keep it away from her hose 
elation of Spiritual truth almost Emersonian In sufficient to allow her to see with her 
klnd.-Chlcaco Chronicle. • "..tWlnf

tied,,would keep it away from her nose

screamed Jike mad-men;” while Mr. 
Tuttle’s influenced their , victims to 
"suicide;” to “killing,” to “anger,” to 
“imutterable hatred,” to causing “rav­
ing and foaming at the mouth," neck­
ing to “destroy those who spoke to 
them.” All alike viciouBjy wicked, and 
yet, our brother, fleshed or unfleshed, 
all sons of God, and all subjects of prog­
ress and soul unfoldment To wait 
and trust are virtues.

Writing in connection with obsess­
ions, which very often take their rise 
in, exciting revival meetings, or low 
class spirit seances, Mr. Tuttle wisely 
observed, "Tire study of this seances 
the one above described showed me tlie 
danger which menaced' the ' sensitive 
and gave , the key to a class of crimes 
which bad hitherto remained inexplica­
ble.’ . ' ’ ■ ,

Here again Mr. Tuttle and myself are 
In full accord. . - .

Spiritualism a mighty, uplifting truth 
is, nevertheless, many-sided in its man­
ifestations. Not only do investigators, 
but Spiritualists themselves Insist.that 
they have the right to witness, to study, 
to examine, to probe to tie depths all 
sides, and then Judge for themselves.

Nature is a divine unity. The chain
oology not only'reveals vicious organ- of causes has no’ missing link. law is

"The New Life.” By Leroy Berrier. 
Eminently-suggestive along the lines 
of “new thought.” Excellent In tone 
nnd tendencies. Price/cloth, $1.
-.“Harmonics'of Evblution.The Philos- 
ophy-of Individual life. Based Upon 
Natural Science, as Taught by Modern 
Masters of the Law.” By Florence 
Huntley. A work of deep thought, car­
rying the principles of - evolution into 
new Reids. Price, cloth, $2.

“The Spiritual Significance, or, Death 
as an Event in Life." By Lilian Whit­
ing. One of Miss Whiting’s most sug­
gestive, Intensely interesting, spiritual 
books. . It is laden with rich, thought­
ful spirituallty. Price $1 “

“Talmagean Inanities,' Incongruities, 
Inconsistencies and Blasphemies; a Re­
view of Rev. T. DeWitt and Rov. Frank 
DeWitt Talmage’s oft-repeated attacks 
upon Spiritualism.” By Moses Hull. 
Price, 10 cents, ' ■

"Right Living.” By Susan H. Wixon. 
The author shows a wise practicality in 
her method of teaching the principle of 
ethics. She illustrates her subject 
with many brief narratives and anec­
dotes, which render the book more in­
teresting and more easily comprehend-' 
ed. It is especially adapted for use in 
Children’s Lyceum. In the hand's of 
mothers and teachers it may be made 
very useful. Young and: old will be 
benefited by it. Price, $1.

“New Testament' Stories Comically 
Illustrated. Drawings by Watson Hes­
ton. With Critical and Humorous Com­
ments upon the Texts.”. . Heston’s 
drawings are incomparable, and excru­
ciatingly funny. Price, in boards. Si; 
Cloth, 31.50. r . ’ ’

"Immortality, Its Naturalness, Its 
Possibilities and Proofs.” By J. M. 
Peebles, M. A., M. D., Ph. D., Contains 
the address rejected by the Philosophi­
cal Society ot Great Britain, with Intro-, 
duction and Explanatory Letter. Price 
10 cents. . '" ' '

TEE WORLD BEAUTIFUL; First, 
Second and Third Series. Three volumes, 11.03 
per volume, , '
CONTENTS OF VOL. I.—Tho Duty of Happiness; 

■ Nectar and AmbrostajBeliove In the wings; The
Vision and the Splendor; The Enlargement of 
Relations; Friends; Discovered, not made; A 

- Psychological Problem; The Supreme Luxury 
of Life; Exclusive- and Inclusive; Through 
Scorning Nothing; The-Woman of the World; 
The potency of Charm: Fine Souls and Fine So­
ciety; The. Laws ot Our Country; In Newness 
of Life; The Heavenly visitors. .

AFTER HER DEATH.—A Story of

material eyes and read the ballots
handed to her. She would seat herself 
at-a table, drawing herself closely to it, 
giving'as a reason therefor, that the 
table was so unsteady that she would 
not . dare' .stand. In that manner she 
could easily "see every ballot that she 
read.

A great amount of criticism arose re­
garding the manner in which she was 
blindfolded, as .before stated. So upon 
Friday night.she was required to allow 
two • gentlemen from the audience toa Summer. Prfce, 11.00, The Ideas in tho book

Will afford comfort to many, and should bring T ------
positive aid in*sorrow.to such ns will receive hs blindfold her* one to place the cotton 
mfes8nge.-HartfordPost. - . .and one. to tie the bandage, with the
FROM DREAMLAND SENT— following, result: For the first ten or
Versos of the Life to-iCome. New edition, with-. fifteen, minutes she was unable to read 
additional - poems. £1 XXL Decorated cloth. 11.25. • -
Lilian Whiting's verse, la like a bit of sunlit land­
scape on a May morning.—Boston Herald. ;
KATE FIELD 4 - A Record, with

aixlccuxUiiaauvc.'s owe woo uunuiv LU ieaU 
one of jhe ballots correctly, and spent

fev

several portrait# of Miss Field, Including one by 
Elihu Vedder., Decorated cloth. 82.00
A Study of Elizabeth Barrett Browning.
With Portrait. Decorated cloth, 11.25,

her time scolding tlie audience for some 
imaginary discourtesies which were not 
apparent to anyone but herself, and all 
the time that she was scolding as 
aforesaid, she was tampering with the 
bandage until finally she had the band-

THE P I......_ 

SII3.L^ ^ition.

New anc
" ~ age raised fully three-quarters of an

Revised

inch, and then, presto, change! the bal­
lots could be read without mistake.

■ Saturday night she gave her so-called 
wonderful independent writings and 
spirit picture seance in the following 

- manner: A committee of three Were 
chosen to procure sards, but In reality 
only one, acted, and that one a very ar­
dent friend and believer in Mrs. Fol-

. s°m. The time arrived for her seance.AUthenvlClW, C-reaiDlllty, A committee of ladies was chosen 
■ from the audience to make an examina- ImOrailty. -'llon of Mrs. Folsom’s person, which

_ ____ _ J ' was done and finally reported to the
JOHN E. REMSBURG’S GREAT WORK audience, after which the platform was 

Ingersoll's it desire that . somebody searched for anything (hat might be of 
should at last tell the whole truth about assistance to her in her work. Then 

- —- - - — - the seals were broken from the cardstho Bible has been brilliantly -fulfilled.
and handed to her*, and after ten of fif-No Freethinker worthy of the name can - -- ;------------------ ------------ ------------

afford to pass over Remsburg’s book In teen minutes of singing on the part of 
silence. Like Thomas Paine's "Age of •”--—''"-'— -------
Reason,”-may it, let us hope, find ad- .-—?-.— —— --------------- ------------
mirers and translators in other lan- -der the table, , one card appeared with 
guages. And again, like Paine’s' book, "Yes” written thereon. . .
may this brilliant'work bring to its au- Then Mrs. Folsom requested that a 
thor the praise -of posterity.—Der Frei- Indy from the audience come to the 
dSnker (Milwaukee).. platform, at the same time requesting

- —;— . that a Mrs. Jennie Shaffer be the lady.
This great work on the Bible by Mr. Mrs. Shaffer complied with her request, 

- • • ........................ and being a woman of large physique.

the audience, during which Mrs. Fol­
som had either one hand or both un-

Remsburg is most valuable—it is an en­
cyclopedia of Information in regard to 
the Bible, and- surpasses in importanco 
all other works of the kind now pub­
lished.. It is up-to-date in every partic­
ular.. Price. 8135. ■ ’

furnished a fine screen for the Blelght- 
oMiand performance. Aftet passing 
the’cards over the top of Mra. Shaffer's 
head, one card appeared with the name 
"Jennie" on it Mrs. Staffer immedi-

should, or they could not gain the com 
fldence of intelligent people.

What Spiritualists must fight as a 
cause is not mediumship, but THE 
FRAUDULENT PRACTICES RESORT­
ED TO BY MEDIUMS. One can read­
ily see why we are now in the 
MIDST OF A CRISIS in Spiritualism;! 
one medium will resort to a little ma­
terial assistance and then the next one 
in order to compete or excel, adds a 
little more, and so on until it can stand 
no more and then must crush of its own 
weight, and I have simply this to say, 
that when a medium is found guilty of 
questionable practices by the conclusive 
evidence and proofs submitted to the 
committee at St. Louis in the Folsom 
case, my opinion Is, that they OUGHT ' 
NOT TO BE INVITED to participate in 
the program of a sister state conven­
tion. When a sister state associa­
tion repudiates the decree of Its parent 
body and recognizes a medium whose- 
"spirit’’ manifestations have been found 
to be of earthly origin, it does more to 
injure the cause of Spiritualism than all 
the genuine mediums can do to elevate 
it. Is it any wonder that the National 
Association is so handleapped In Its ef­
forts to get recognition from our courts 
as to the sanity of a man who leaves • 
his property or a portion thereof to the 
cause of Spiritualism?

Fraternally yours,
„ W. A. WILLING.
Northwood, Iowa.

Folsom replied, "Is that so?" (just as 
though she did not know her name, and 
that, in view of the fact that she was a 
member of tbe board and her name ap­
peared upon the program). Then she 
made the third attempt and after going 
through several contortions, made an 
attempt to be ’ dramatic, throwing the 
cards loosely upon the floor. Upon ex­
amination a card was found addressed 
to a Mr. Paul, signed by his father, 
the exact words of which I do not re­
member. This card was the only one 
that I was fortunate enough to see. it 
is self-evident that it is In Mrs. Fol­
som’s handwriting and written with a 
crayon pencil. This is all she did with 
the cards furnished by the committee, 
but stated that she could do more if 
she were allowed to use her own curds. 
She was therefore allowed to use her 
cards and In the space of three or four 
minutes she procured sixteen cares 
with writings and pictures thereon. 
AFTER VIEWING THE SEANCE IN 
ITS ENTIRETY, I CAME TO THE 
UNQUESTIONABLE CONCLUSION 
THAT THESE WRITINGS WERE 
PROCURED BY MATERIAL AGEN­
CIES, AND IN SUPPORT - OF - SAID 
CONCLUSION I SUBMIT THE FOL-’ 
LOWING REASONS:

First. The examination made by tlie 
committee of ladies amounted to noth­
ing, for the reason that short crayon 
pencils could easily be concealed in 
nose or mouth or in many other places 
of which tbe committee could under no 
circumstaances discover.

Second. No one was allowed upon 
the stage behind her except another 
medium, and when a small boy about 
ten years old happened to-slide along 
the balcony where he could see from 
the rear, he was immediately re­
quested to move.

Third. Mrs. Folsom would spread 
the cards on the table and would go 
over them with one hand while the 
other one was under the table in her 
lap and could not be seen by the audi­
ence. Mt would not be very difficult to 
write in that manner all she received 
upon the committee’s cards.

Fourth. She received no pictures 
upon the committee's cards nor did she 
receive any cards written in Ink.

Fifth. The principal message re­
ceived from Mrs. Folsom was in her 
own hand-writing, and to a man that 
she had given a message to at a previ­
ous meeting.

Sixth. She received three or four 
dummies (cards for people not present) 
upon her own cards. I am informed 
that her committee of three were non­
believers in Spiritualism; upon the 
heads of these three gentlemen she 
passed the cards to procure the writ­
ings. These dummies would have had 
some weight had they been addressed 
to these gentlemen, but the tact that 
she received messages for no one ex-_ 
cept those that she had read tor in her 
ballot readings, IS CERTAINLY A 
VERY SUSPICIOUS MOVEMENT.

Seventh. In view of the fact that 
Mrs. Folsom claims that the similarity 
of Miss Ella Preston’s writing with 
some of her spirit messages was caused 
by her being coached by her friends, 
would it not have been a convincing 
fact, had she received one, similar to 
cards claimed to have been written by 
Miss Preston? If r understand the 
spirit world correctly, I take it that the 
arisen ones are more anxious to prove 
the genuineness of the phenomena 
proving a future life than we are to 
receive it. That being the case and if 
we are allowed to use our reason, would 
not this”test have been a conclusive 
one? •
.Eighth. The fact that Mrs. Folsom 

tampered with the bandage' the night 
previous, certainly casts a very grave 
suspicion upon any and all of her work.

. When will Spiritualists learn to pro­
duce only such phenomena in public 
which shall have dignified and elevat­
ing effects upon the cause which they 
represent? These public physical se­
ances can have but one effect upon an 
enlightened public, and THAT IS TO 
DRAG THE CAUSE WE LOVE TO A 
LEVEL WITH A "PUNCH AND 
JUDY” EXHIBITION.

I am becoming more and more con­
vinced that our methods of investigat­
ing the phenomena of Spiritualism and 
more especially the physical phenom­
ena are unscientific. My experience 
tells me that the physical phases of 
the phenomena of Spiritualism can only 
be produced In a private circle UNDER 
THE MOST FAVORABLE CONDI­
TIONS, and then, 'two out of three se­
ances will be considered a failure. Did 
you ever observe what an uncommon 
thing it is for a physical medium’ to 
fail? In fact they always have an en­
tertainment so that they will not be re­
quired to return the gate money. Now ■ 
in order, to do this it is absolutely nec­
essary that they resort to .practices 
that are questionable, and I wish to 
say here, that I believe every one of 
the mediums who have been accused of 
fraud have mediumship to some de­
gree; in fact it is necessary that they

TRENCHANT THOUGHTS 

On Various Subjects of interest.

. Colonel Ingersoll was a great man, 
and did much for progressive thought. 
He taught people to think; but now the 
battle is not so much between orthodox 
religion and science as it is between 
Spiritualism and materialism. If we 
are able to convince materialistic 
thought of the grand truths of Spiritual­
ism tlie battle is won. Orthodox relig­
ion, whether Christian, Pagan or Jew 
does not count, it is advanced and 
progressive thought which rules the 
world to-day.

The Progressive Thinker, in my es­
timation, is one of tlie great Krupp 
siege guns made use of to batter down 
and storm the citadel of materialistic 
thought.

Orthodox religion has no citadel; it is 
entrenched behind a mud wall, and its 
defenders are soldiers of straw, and it 
takes no guns of the caliber of The Pro­
gressive Thinker to storm its ramparts 
stained as they are, with the innocent 
blood of nineteen centuries of Chris­
tian persecution. I wish The Progress­
ive Thinker great success in its efforts. 
Whenever the time comes when every 
human being is free, and able to think 
lor himself, aud can grasp the truths ot 
nature and live in harmonv with them 
then, and not till then, will the millen­
nium be here and all the nations of the 
earth be blessed and happy.

It is my firm conviction that The 
Progressive Thinker is one of tho In­
struments made use of In the hands ot 
Infinite Intelligence to bring about 
speedily that joyous and glorious time.

PHILIP LAM NECK.
Port Washington, Ohio.

A GRAND RECEPTION

To Moses and Mattle.E. Hull, at San 
Diego, Cal.

On Monday evening, Jan. 8, the man;?' 
friends of Rev. Moses and Mrs. Mattiff' 
Hull, ot Whitewater, Wis., assembled ' 
in Lyceum Hall, First Spiritual Tern- 
pie, San Diego, Cal., and gave them a 
right royal welcome to our spiritual 
home and to sunny San Diego. Hand­
shaking was flrst in the order of bus!' 
ness, and as Mr. Hull, in his remarks 
said he always retained a portion ot— 
each one who clasped his hand, he mustt 
have felt himself to be a great deal 
larger man after all that shaking. I 
. The Ladies’ Auxiliary (The Busy! ' 
Bees) had arranged a nice little proJ 
gramme consisting of music, declama- ) 
tions, and short addresses by our local 
talent.

Brother and Sister Hull were then 
given an opportunity to defend them­
selves, which they did in a very cred­
itable manner, aha to the enjoyment 
and satisfaction of all. The president 
of the Busy Bees then announced that 
the next in order would be refresh­
ments. Then near the midnight hour 
the parting came- with the many ex­
pressions of joy and gratitude for hav­
ing been allowed to be present on such 
an enjoyable occasion.

Mr. and Mrs. Hull began their work 
here on Sunday, Jan. 7, with two serv­
ices, afternoon and evening, to large 
and interested audiences. They will 
continue' their work with us during 
the remainder of this month, two serv­
ices each Sunday and Tuesday and Fri­
day of each week.

T. j/McFERON.

He Is'Not the Author.
To the Editor:—In The Progressive 

Thinker of January 13, is a poem 
called “Speak Out,” sent to you by 
Mrs. M. Klein, with the statement that 
It was written by me, and my name is 
appended to the verses. Mrs. Klein is 
mistaken. I did not write the verses, 
and I have no recollection of ever hav­
ing seen them before. I agree in gen­
eral with tlie sentiments expressed, 
but I certainly am not the author.

WM. EMMETTE COLEMAN.
San Francisco, Cal.

[Advertisement.]
SPIRITUALISTS, ATTENTION!

Something About the Tricks of Illusion 
and Legerdemain, That Are Worthy 

of Careful Consideration.

Tricks of illusion and legerdemain 
are all right in their place as diver­
sions, but are entirely cut of place In 
the spiritual seance. Spiritualism is a 
grand and beautiful science, a celestial 
tflith, and its followers should- use ev­
ery effort to prevent its name from be­
ing SMIRCHED AND DISGRACED by 
the practice of fraud. A bogus test or 
fraudulent manifestation of any sort is 
of NO VALUE WHATEVER to the Spir­
itualist or investigator, but an insult to 
them and to THEIR ARISEN FRIENDS. 
The book, "Mysteries of the Seance," 
written by a life-long Spiritualist and 
investigator, and endorsed and heartily, 
recommended by the modt able of our 
leading Spiritualists, will post you as to 
the methods of tricksters in producing 

.every phase of bogus manifestations, 
and will enable you to detect and ex. 
pose the fraud. The author has re. 
ceived hundreds of grateful letters 
from those who have had their eyes 
opened to the truth and who have thus 
been able to expose and drive out of 
the work many who had been doing a ?" ’ 
flourishing business among the gullible. 
The marvelous disclosures made in thlq 
book are positively startling and seen} 
Incredible, but every statement can be 
proven. Price 25 cents, or G copies foil 
?1, postpaid. Special low rates ton 
quantities. . Address ED. LUNT, Stas 
tion A, Boston, Mass. .


