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All books advertised in The Pro-
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Great Revivals Are of the Past.
A prominent evangelist and one of
the 1mogt conservative of them, says an
exclLange, predlets in the very near fu-

_ ture we shall experience a great ravival |

‘of - eligion in this country. He thinks a
tical wave of religious enthusiasm will
sweep over the land, carrying people
beck to the faith and fervor of their
fathers. In this case the: wish- i8 prob-
ably father to the thought and that is
ahout all thers 18 to it. .

All the signs of the times seem to
point in the other direction. In the
first place revivals of religlon are never
coincident with periode of great pros-

perity. Materlal prosperity 18- more apt |,

{o make the average man self-reliant
and arrogant instead of humble and de-

pendent upon some higher power. In |

the second place, there is mo getting
away from the fact that the people of
this age are absolutely disinclined to a
belief in the supernatural. The churches
increase in membership but even the
membership of the churches fail to take
seriously the fundamental doctrines of
their creeds. They look upon the or-
ganization not as saving agencies but as
organizations for the accomplishment
of good deeds, as helps soclally—as
veneficient influences, but not as essen-
tial to what is embraced under the term
salvation.

If we are going to have .a revival of
religion in this country the material mo-
tions with which this  generation i8
quite thoroughly imbued must be-swept

away. Religion must once more be-|

come the vital thing it used to be in
men's minds. It is not too much to
say that the old idea of hell as a place
of actual torment will have to be reha-
bilitated.

It is concelvable to be sure that here
and there, under the leadership of men
possessing a personal magnetism akin
to hypnotic power, considerable enthus-
jasm may be aroused temporarily.
But this sort of thing would not be a
revival of religion in the real sense of
that term: A revival of religion to
amount to anything must be a return to
the old beliets. Doubt will have to be

. banished absolutely. No ifs and ands,
nor perhaps can be admitted if religion®
is to be the vital thing it once was. We
doubt very mueh whether this can ever
come about. Criticism has been too
zeneral and too widely read. The in-
tallect hias to be convinced nowadays.
An appeal to sentiment and to the emo-
tions will not suffice.

" Of course it would be foolish to say
that a revival of religion of the old type
is an impossibility. If men could get
away from material things to a degree,
if for example conditions should. come
about that would make it impossible for
men to aspire. to worldly” conquests,.
then indeed, might the thoughts of the
‘masses: be turned to things gvhieh are
not of this world. Bt to-day the whole
trend is in the other direction. The
ambition of the average person is to lay
up- treasures. upon: earth, and little
< {hought is given to the moth and the
¢ rust. Qr if not to these things, then to
te enjoyment of the passing hours in
o material sense. The opportunities

" and devices for satisfying such ambi-

. _tions are without limit and easily ac-
- - cessible: ’

o Spurious Books.
. Mpshelm was well: informed regard-
v 'ing,:thu‘infamous- devices ever employed.
‘lig .Catholies, to found. their infernal
“'system.of religious slavery.. The won-
der |5 how: he could place-trust io any-
“thing coming through their villatnously:
cprrupt hands. In Xis Hoclesiastical
‘History, Century 8, part. 2, chapter 3,

. geation. xi;, in continuation: of the pre-
= coding sectidn wherein he: smld the
7 church’s- object: was “victory rather

¢ tlen truth;!” he sald )

o lwmpie disingenuous and. vicious meth-
" odrof surprising: their adversaries by
! petifics; and striking them down, 88 it
{ " were; "Dy lMes and_fiction, = produced
" amopg other dlsagreeable elfects,’A
. GRDAT NUMBER OF BOOKS, .which

" “en.-in order Lo glve these spurious pro-
gil(?t’ions.mm:e credit- a.n.d.kweight."._r_ -
““.opglser in-one tiring; false im all"is a
" Jogal maxim borrowed from the Latin,
7 whiel thie Jaw student’meets: with 5o
.- ‘soon as he: enters upon the law of evi-
* Jence, . 1t wiil be repeated by the Iudge

i chargine the Jury, {[: the question

‘What hook coming to us through thelr
hands can we recelve with confidence
- that it i8 genuine? Was Paul, was -Bu-
sebing, was Josephus, wgs Tacltus An-
pals among the: “great number of
baoks” to which he referred as'spuri
ous? :
S
The Point Not Well Taken.

A correspondent of the Truth Seeker,
sRYS: L

“There are to-day in existence New
Testament manuscripts undispuatably
written in the fourth century, such as
the Codex-Vaticanus. The ¥French lan-
guage did not exist at that time, and as
nearly 1,000 years had to elapse before
anything like Freach came into being,
haw can anyone say ‘the autlior of the
crlginal Greek [of Paul's Bpistles] was
a Frenchman?"”

The fact that manuscript coples of
the New Testament,have been in the
Vatican-since thefourth. century, . or
that the Codex Vaticanus. was written
that early, {s not an. “indisputable fact.”
On the contrary learned.scholars who
have given years of laborious research
to the subject, insist with all the earn-
estness they can command, that the ev-
idence 13-almost eonclusive’that Paul's
pistles, the oldest of the New. Testa-
ment books, were not written earlier
than the 10th century, and, probably,
pot before the Crusades.

The same authority which reportg the
Codex Vatcanus on file in the Vatican,
will exhibit to the inquirer the swad-
dling clothes in which the infant Jesus
was wrapped; the milk of his mother;
the bones of his grandmother Anna;’
the identical cross on which Jesus was
crucified; the tunic he wore; a phiel of
the chrism with which he was anointed
or made a christ—that is the anointed:
Even the manger in which Jesus was.al-
Jeged to have been born, was exhibited
by‘a church in Rome, with thousands of
otlfer pretended relics of the “Master.”

Moshiem, sec. 11, chap. 3, century 3,
part 2, says of early Christians:

“They were desirous of surpassing all
others in piety, looked upon it as laud-
able to advance the cause of piety by
artifice and fraud.”

That method bas been observed by

h Catholleism through all the centuries

down to the present. The Progressive
Thinker takes no stock in any state-
ment, book. or relie of any sort exhib-
ited in the Vatican or elsewhere, whose
genuineness is only authenticated by
Roman Catholic authority. A church
built by violence, whaose every a‘ct to ex-
tend its faith is marked by Wood; that
resorted to every crime to establish
and perpetrate its power; the bulls of
whose Pppe have been principally used.
to retard the advance of knowledge and
prevent the extension of social, relig:
jcus and- political freedom, have no
rights an honest man - should respect;

.and books coming through their hands,

or exhibited by them are justly objects
of suspicion. They are doubly so when
first found in® the old cloisterk, where

' lazy monks, subsisting by beggary, held
-sway for centurles.

Of the Codex Vaticanus, “The Ameri-
can Cyclopedia,” Vol, X1, p. 138, says:

“Its early history is not known, but it
“appears jn the first catalegue of the
*Vatican Hprary in 1475.”

That wag the cra of the great ecclesi-
astical forgeries. Josephus, Husebius,
Pacitug’ Annals, and a. multitude of
.books of Jegser note, came to light at
"that time. It was pretended they were
found in the old monasteries, generally
a fragment here, another there. They
_were: all necessary to place Roman
Catholicism on an enduring base, and
‘they were doubtless made to order as
‘needed. Some of these, as Josephus’
‘works, received Interpolations after
coming from the hands of the forgers,

gatisfactory.

Very Conslderate.

A writer in a late issue- of = “Public
.Opinion,” deplores the tendency of even
-children to call in question certain por-
; tions: of the “Holy Scriptures.” He
| ageribes this. to the-teaching of sclence
in. the public schools, and of accounting
for everything heretofore esteemed mi-
iraculous as the “workings of mnatural
law. He mentions the virgin-birth of
.Jesus as a painful cause of stumbling.

! YWe own to great admiration for the
i writer's proposed method' of preverting
this “stumbling.” He says:

“[t ig of the greatest importance that.
we win such minds to faith in the su-
pqrnatural; .but to do that we must not
make prominent these elements. in the

as historical.” ?

Good enough.. Pass over very slight-
1y all the great Munchausens. found in
the- dean old book, and when the reader
comes to Matthew 1:20, and reads that
an angel of_the Lord appeared to Jo-
seph in a dream, saying, “Fear not to
take Mary,” etc., for reasons that fol-
low, remember it was a “dream,” and is:
not therefore historical, hence it may
be passed over as unimportant.

Now that very writer, had he heen
questioned on the subjeet, would have
said, the book was inspired of God,
therefora inerrant; and yet he doesa’t
want intelligent children to notice it.
Dr. Adam Clark, in his Commentaries
on John 8:11, saya: .

“The reading of this story [of the wo-
man taken in adultery] was indus-
tricusly avolded. in the lessons: recited
out of the Gospels, in the public service
of the churches; ag if Jesus’ saying ‘I
do'not condemn thee, had glven too
much countenance to wemen: guiity of
that crime: * * * This whole:story, from
“verss 1 to. 11 inclusive;. came; in length
of time: to: be: left out of some. - MSE.
though in: the greater part it is still re-

. maining. (N

Dr.. Clark, in the same connection,
says:

“It was the habit to write over this
narrative, Not to-be:-read.” :

And thus our *“dear brothers im Christ’™”
manage: to: escape: cobnoxious: Bible:
temching!. Is: it not wiser tor declara
:the fact. that the: whole: collection off
minor books. were: written by cloigtered
"monis in: an &ge of barbarism?  that.
translators; copyists, etc.,. have. vainly
labored for centuries to reform: it, and:
vet the footprints of the: fraudulent.au-
thors,.. not. withstanding occasional at--
tempts: at. plety, are visible: on- every
page? Y

e

. If anyone: says. that' consclousmess
‘cannot exist except in the relation - of.

‘molecules; T 'must.. aslk.: him: -how He:
“knows- that:. And if he'says that it can,-
I must-ask him' the -spme:-question.—.

‘e

-the originals not being in all respects |

Bible narrative not surely established |

cause and effect. with certaln-. organie .

BY HUDSON TUTTLE,

Ella Wheeler Wilcox, on Mediums.

This -popular writer has come out
boldly and bravely in advocacy of Spir-
ftuelism.  What she says of mediums
hasg great significance:

“I belfeve it is a sin against the Holy
Ghost in every human heing (for the
original meaning of that phrase is holy
spirit) to make g business of medium-
ship, The woment the ability to com-
municate with the disembodied is
turned to-financial account or to the ma-
terial matters of men for a money con-
sideration the medinm loses her connec-
tion with the higher worlds of spirits
and places herself in touch with the
lower worlds; with those who passed
from earth ungwakened, and who
therefore occupy an. earth-bound- posi-
‘tion and:- are unworthy of our confi-
dence, as they would have been before
they left the earthly tenement.”

There have been two - sides to this
- question almost from the advent of
Spiritualism.. On one side it is urged
that as a gift from the spirit world, the
means of . ¢communication should: be
opened, without price. Freely received,
freely given. The apostles of the new
gospel like those of: the old should not
measure thejr gervices by the rules of
trade. On,the other,+ the Iaborer is
worthy of his wages. The medium
glves his time for
celve reward,

Whicliever view be received, it is cer-
tain that comm<relal medlumship has
trought far more:disgrace on Spiritual-
{sm.’than anv other cause., The entire
fraud element thrives because of its
financial support. There would be
nothing of the kind to humiliate the be-
liever, were mediumsliip free. The
best and most wonderful mediums he-
long to private lifs, and 8&corn recom-
pense other than that freely given.

The most reliable mediums find it im-
possible to predicate What they will re-
ceive, and often thelr seances are fafl-
ures. It is not just to exact a fee for a
sitting without results, although this
may be justified by saying the hour’s
time has the same value whether com-
munications are received or not.

The effect of commercialism s to
bring haif-developed and unreliable me-
diums before the public. They find
profit, and are almost forced by the in-
satiate demand, to supplement the little
they do by spirit atd, by fraud and
trickery. <The public demand what
may well be called “impossible manf-
festations, and are satisfled with none
other. The fakir can produnce phenom-
ena the genuine medlum fails in receiv-
ing, and thus attrhets the greater pat-
ronage. The genulne is overshadowed
by the rank growth of deception.

It is a dificult question to answer,
yet it may le taken for granted that
the highest plane of mediuvmship, I8
reached by those who exercise their
powers only at the solicitation of

most wonderful results have. been ob-
tained by societies or individuals. sub-
gidizing mediums, and fostering a nor-
mal development.

The most astounding and convineing
messages and phenomena have been re-
celved within the sacred circle of the
home, through medivms that are never
known as such to the outside public.

This should be a suggestion to those
who have the welfare of the cause at
-heart.

It may not be a “sin against the Holy
Ghost,” for such sin is. undeflnable and
has never heen defined, to accept pay
for the services of revelator of spirit
friends, yet the aet is not in harmony-

votion of self and every gift.. And here
never was the saying “give and you
,8hall receive,” more applicable. The
medium who has the power to. give, will
‘assuredly receive from those to whom
,he brings assnrance of. the coming and
{communion of spirit friends, will never
.regret that he does so above commer-
iclal considerations.

The Crafty Crafts.

The “Third House,” as the “Christian
Lobby” at Washington, is callgd, under
the direction of Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts,
.has come to grief. It will not stand a
\“fair deal.” Few. there are who know
‘the tremendous Influence. - this “Chris-
‘{ian Lobby"” wields aver legislation. Its.
“work has been more insiduous than
‘that of the Jesuits. Really it is the
‘Jesuit branch of Protestantism. This
ilobby supported and furnished money
iby bigots the: country over, has sent
iout tons of literature, consisting of
!copies of the: bills it. has presented,
leaflets explaining. the wark of the Lob-
:by in having “moral legislation’ passed
|bx Congress. This “maral legislation”
‘ congists in forcing Sundays laws, “God
‘in the Contitution, and.every enactment
‘favoring" the churches on. the attention
iof congress. The Lobby keeps caveful
'watch and introduces its bigoted meas-
‘ures. at unguarded. moments, or by pe-
titions gathered from the. churches,
‘forces the attention of senators-and rep-
‘resentatives. ) -

MURDER THREATENED.
“Whom the Gods Would. Destroy They
First Make Mad."

pened at the meeting of the Chicago
Spiritualists’ League, at Handel Hail
Saturday evening, January 6, wiich we
‘wish to bring to the attention of The
Progressive Thinker’s: world-wide fa-
ly of readers; During the inaugural
address of the president for 1908, Dr. C.
A. Burgess, he read: and commented
upon the following: letter received by
him after his election in December:
“Chicago, Jan:. 2, 1906:
“Dr; Burgess:—We understand that

Chicago Spiritualists” League;, and we
also understand that the object of the
‘League is to Interfere and run out of
Chicago ail mediums who-do: not belong
to the Leagne, or work in accord, with It.
‘W& belong to no meeting, and ARID
MAKING OUR LIVING by the aid of
our' departed friends; and:- ‘DO NOT
WANT TO BE INVERFERED WITH.
Just & word: of advice, Mr..Burgess: IF¥
YOU STIR UP ANY  MUSS,  LOOK
'OUT FOR. A PIECE OF LEAT: UN-
'DER THE FIRST'RIB OF LEFT' SIDE}
SO BE: CARBFUL. .
.“FOR PROTECTION.”

first spealer-of the eveniog;. Dr: Warne,:

tions: that Dr: Burgess was. being 8o
"soon. made: acquainted with: the: pers
"quisites: of' his: office; stating’ that he
‘bimself was: familfar. witlh such’ expe:

‘| riences and anmouncing: that. word. came:

‘to, him: that: very afternoon: that a. Ghis
' cago: materializing medivm: had boasted

“oath to'get-even with Dr. Warne.” "
These straws show that the objeet of
n. certain element of physical meditims

comes up during the trial. Itisa

trr ]

e

Huxley.

i

extends no further than: the MAKING

~

'

which he should re- |,

friends, and not publicly for fees. The |

with spiritual laws, which demand de- |-

EDITOR-AT.LARGE, N. 8, A,
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The ‘liiié;%ature"bonﬁung of what the
“Christiah LobbY” has done, and in-
lendd to @6, has'been scattered through
the maild by tiefton. That would not
be any offe’s busihess but the leaders of
the movefent, i°they pald postage like
other cfflzens. ' But the “Christian
Lobby” ddes not! It claims the frank-
ing privilegesdifd hag defrauded the
governméht, of o one can know how
much. Crafts, tHe Reverend, used the
frank of 'Af member of Congress, a com-
pliant metyber, dhd Postmaster-General
Cortelyolt *has called him to account,
and the Washington Post says it will be
& ‘‘severe blow” to the “Christian
Lobby.” ’

For a comm{); citizen to use g

“franked” envelope is punished as a
erime; we will see how Rev, Crafts will
be deglt with for violating the law un-
numbered times, Will some one: in-

form the public who the member of |

Congress is. who has become partner in

‘this crime. defrauding: the government

of thousands of dpliars of postage? He
is the guilty one, for Crafts must have
sinned ignorantly! He could not have
‘rnown that it was criminal to thus de-
fraud! He s a “reformer,” whose sple
.aim i8 to keep people from ginning, by
laws. he would..have enacted. He
'preaches and prays that the worldlings
may become as righteous as he is. He
‘labors for the salvation of sinners, and
‘sends out his literature, under a frank,
for that purpose. As the Washington
:Post remarks, we “wish he were doing
‘this to the heathen in distant and inac-
cessible lands—say Darkest Africa or
the Solomon Islands.”

An Eaglish Divine In Trouble.

Archdeacon Colleg, rector of Stock-
ton, Warwicksldre, England, 18 {n
trouble. He: has been Investigating
Spiritualism for thirly years and was
early convinced of its truth. His con-
victions grew stronger and stronger un-
til he could not keep them longer to
himself. He, prepared a paper on
“Spiritualism and Its Relations to the
After Life,” to read before the Church
Congress, but the reverend assembly
turned him down. He theretore en-
gaged a hall and gave his address to a
very large audience, two hishops and at
least fifteen clergymen coming out to
 hear him.

Thirty years’ experience with the phe-
nomena and philosophy of Spiritualism
had made the subject clear as day to
4he archdeacon, and he did not consider
‘that to those who Mad no experience
ithis spiritual realm was unknown, and
his languege as difficult to understand
by the average English church member,
a8 a foreign tongue. He forgot the
advice a popular lecturer gave & young
‘aspirant who agked, when lecturing to
the people, how ‘much shouid be: taken
for grant¥d how much they know?
“Take for granted they know nothing.”

A reporfer of g‘fxe Daily Mail said: “In
certain pageageg, he not only took the:
_breath awiy ugl his masculine hear-
ers, bat g actuglly drove ladies from
the room In dismay.” The archdeacon's
experience outriyaled Paul's, and after
its statemant he exclaimed: “How then
could I, with fie evidences of m%
:genges, be other than a Spiritualist?” A
question ?pany an honest investigator
has asked before, and been met with
the hootlngs of ap ignorant and bigoted
crowd. . “ .

It {s safd' by those who undersood
the lecture; that,it was. an excellent
specimen of spiritual literature, ‘and it
will be puplfshed for distribution.

Now comes an important question:
What will be done to the archdeacon?
With his strong church leaning and im-
plicit trust in the Bible to which he
adapts all his recorded  ‘“manifesta-
tions,” he ig scarcely broad enough for
Spiritualism, while he is too ltberal for
the church.

Cgn Spirits Pass to Other Globes.

The answer must be given by spirits
‘themselves, and its value depends abso-
lutely on their testimony. Most con-
tradictory it has received a negative as
well ag affirmative reply. The follow-
Ing from a spiritual source reconciles
this apparent contradiction.

+ “Can spirits traverse the space be-

tween distant: globes? This depends on
their degres of refinement. ile there
are those pure and-ethereal, others are
grosg and unrefined. The sensualist
.and depraved in many instances are
80 gross that gravity chains them to the
earth as it does man., They are denser
than the spirjt-ether, hence have weight
and cannot -arise from the earth’s sur-
face moré than man can do so. Others
less gross: can omly arise to the First
Sphere, whilé the more purified are
-able to pass’ through the universal
spirit ether visiting other spheres and
worlds. The degree of purity, or spirit-
uality determines whether or no the
spirit shall be chained to.earth, or al-

An incident of significant import hap- |

you have been elected president of the |

' The: president. then. jntraduced: the |

.the first: vice:president of the body, wio.}
prefaced. his remarks with. congratile-):

that.a. man: of her famijly led, takew anf

lowed freedom to ga impelled by its de-
sire.” HUDSON TUTTLE.
,Editor-at-Large N. 8. A

WWWWWW "“."“"""‘“‘"“.“““‘- SRNNGONGRR0G ,

OF A: LIVING.and: the attainment of an

_undeserved and fleeting notoriety. They
‘thrive by deception .and intimidation
Nerve and; impudence-‘are their entire
eapital; : © > B

The desirable“ones' on spirit side of
life- da not make use as. instruments of
those. WHO: -CARRY MURDER IN
THRIR, HEARTS-AND: THE GAIN OF
ROBBERY IN ., THHIR POCKETS.
THUGGERY AND: SPIRITUALITY are
not. companioiiable,

During 1906 the officiall board of the
Chicago Ledgue:;asked many physical
mediums- of the ity {o-favor it with at
‘least thref: séautes under test condi-
tions to be.mutuly agreed. upom. Not
a single nigtétalieing medium respond-
ed favorably and-fenrlessly. Who of
them lel<mderta1:e to duplicate Flor-
ence Cook’s’ conditions for the En&nsh,
scientists?

IT 18 IDLE TG THINK THAT ANY
METHODS!CAN® THRQTTLE THR
- AWAKENED INTELLIGENCH. OF
‘SPIRITUALISTS I ALL: QVER. THR
LANI: THRY MRE DETERMINED
SIHAT WHATHEVER IS  GENUINL.
SHALL 8R! UPHELD, BUT THR
FRAUDULENT MUST GO.,

cam gee. the'hand##titing upon the: wall,.
‘and’ will r#eRll pdhr Dog- Tray's expo-
‘rience withibag ‘¢Ompany, They hear
‘the growin®Sdemdfd for reality which.
‘will never bé satfiffied with simulation
and pretense. The harvest is- deter-
mined by the: chapacter and’ quality of
tre seedi. - TRUTH..
EXTR‘AORDIN%%EY%STATEMENTSL
Dr. L K. Fink,ithe: celebrated author
‘and. publisher; and’ & prominent investt:
gator: of paychic. phenomens, will have:
‘something to'say: next week that will
‘set’ Spirituplists. to.thinking along: new.
lnes .t oo

" Mot ‘every love s, gefreroun or noble,
.or merits high encomium, but that Tove.

‘which prompts;and impelsmanto live
gengrously and o fiet Robly.~Plato, "

.

v

Reputablétmediums far phenomena | PT%

| inevitablé.~—~Spencer.."

~ Seen th

THE  PROGRESSIVE, THINKER
THIS WEEK IS A MARVEL. THE
SPIRITUALISTIC WORLD NEVER
BEFORE SAW THE LIKE. THE AD-
DRESS BY COL. INGERSOLL WILL
CAUSE A VIBRATION OVER THE
ENTIRE FREETHOUGHT WORLD:

THE LECTURE BY 8PIRIT JOHN
PIERPONT, THROUGH MRS. M. T.
LONGLEY, WILL INTEREST YoOU
DEEPLY, AND WILL IMPART AN
IMPRESSIVE LESSON. IT SHOULD
BE READ AND RE-READ, AND THE
LESSON GIVEN IMPRESSED DEEP-
LY INTO THE SQUL. :

ONE OF MRS, CORA L. V. RICH:
 MOND'S ENLIGHTENED GUIDES,
THROUGH - HER LIPS, ANALYZES
THE: PRESENT STATUS OF OUR
!CAUSE_ IN'A MANNER THAT WILL
INTEREST ~ SPIRITUALISTS. IT
'WILL ATTRACT ATTENTION EV-
| ERYWHERE, A8 1T ESPECIALLY

g . - )

e Like Before.

TREATS OF LEGERDEMAIN IN
SPIRITUALISM. HER WORDS OF
WISDOM WILL STRIKE A RESPON:
SIVE CHORD IN THE HEARTS OF
MANY. e

JUDGE NORTH PRESENTS A MINE
OF HISTORICAL DATA THAT WILL
INTEREST EVERY THOUGHTFUL
PERSON. 2 '

IN FACT, THE PROGRESSIVE

THINKER THIS WEEK I8 WORTH
ONE DOLLAR TO EVERY PERSON
WHO THINKS ALONG FREE
THOUGHT OR  8PIRITUALISTIC
LINES. YOU, WHO ARE NOT SUB-
SCRIBERS, 8HOULD SEND IN AT
ONCE FOR THE PAPER, WHICH I8
NOW ON THE TIDAL WAVE OF SUC-
CESS. NEXT WEEK THE GCURTAIN

WILL RISE, AND AN IMPORTANT
DJSCUSSION WILL TAKE PLACE IN
REFERENCE TO THE DARK CABI.
NET, AND ITS MYSTERIES.

A SAMPLE COPY.

A Letter Addressed to Those Who Re-
ceive One.

Dear Sir and . Brother:—We send you
this week a SAMPLE COPY of The Pro-
gressive:- Thinker. It scintillates
throughout with valuable thoughts,
pearls of wisdom of PRICELESS
VALUE to every refiective mind. This
one issue is of special importance, and
ghould reach at least a CIRCULATION
OF ONE HUNDRED THOUBAND,
After examining its contents carefully,
I am sure you WILL RESPOND TO
OUR CALL TO SEND A DOLLAR, and
have the paper VISIT YOU WEEKLY
for g year. Please read over our prem-
ium. list. It includes. TWELVE re

connection with a year's subscriptior
for the paper. These books are from
LEADING AUTHORS OF WORLD-
WIDE REPUTATION...The paper dur-
ing the coming year will he specially in-
teresting and valuable, and we ask you
to assist in swelling our subscription
list. Next week we will rajse the
CURTAIN on an entirely NEW SCENE
in reference to fhe. DARK CABINET,
and thoughts will be presented that will
not only DEEPLY INTEREST you, but
will prove very valuable in your future
investigatioh of Spiritualism. Send
along THE DOLLAR, and have the
.paper visit you weekly. We know it
will be a splendid investment, and you
will feel the richer at the end of the
year. Vary truly yours,
J. R, FRANC1S.
Spirit Communications. Were Nécessa-
rily Deferred,

The great minds-of the preceding and
the present: generation, which have re-
fideted such lasting lustre on our liter-
ature, the- Huxleys, the Darwins, the
Spencers, the Tyndalls, the Mullers and
the Drapers, and nearly all the great in-
ventors with scarcely an exception,
who were and are independent thinkers,
stood. aloof, from: the: church, and repu-
_diated ity dogmas. Had they come
,upon the stage of action 400 years
earlier and proclaimed the same great
truths_they have, every one of them
would have been-charged with heresy,
and wonld have met the fate of a Bruno.
| and a Servetus. As the estates of con-
demned heretics swelled. the: coffers of
the church, adding largely to its. wealth,
it is stated. as a fact that charges of in-
fidelity were frequently made against
the rich for the sole purpose of increas-
ing the revenue of ecclesiastics. The
darkness of the Middle Ages was great-
ly protracted, because the intellect. of
the times’ wag sacrificed on the altar of
religious: bigotry.

No wander the spirit world kept alaof
when: they saw their instruments, as
.Joan of Arc, writliing in flames, be-
:pausée she had oleyed their behests, so
deferred’ their great work in revealing
- the future life until the people were free
to receive them: - And it was fn free
America, wrested: from: kingeraft and
priestécraft, where- they- first thought it
_prudent: to. demonstrate: to- the: raca the
 truths ‘of spirit:return,.

) The: Opinion of a Stholar.

. How far ftom the truth was Prof. Gold-
“win Smith; of Montreal, whexn he, wrate:
. “The mighty and:supreme Jesus, who
. was.to transfigure all humanity: with his
‘ divine wit and: gracé—this Jesus. has
: flawn. - To.my mind this act hag -no.
i terror. ' I lelieve: the Legend of Jesus
"was. made. by many minds working un~

| adding a parable,.anather :an - eshorta-
. tion,, anqther a. miracle story. -And so-
| Jegus. representsifor.us; not a.mon; hut
' the.aspiration of many- hearts"”.. -~ -

4

- The progress from deepest {gnorance
"to highest. enligltenment is- & progress

markable books which are sent out ir |

| der a great religious; impulse—one man |

A. LEAK UNDERHILL.

One of fhe Original Fox Sisters, at Hydess —

ville, N. Y., Expresses Her Opinion in
Reference to Materializations.

At the same time I think that the y,cau'sél

of

Spiritualism would be at this day further ad-

vanced in

eneral acceptance, if cabinets, and

with them the phenomena called materialization
and transfiguration, had never been introduced.
For, however genuine, as well as impressiye, may
be the manifestations of the presence and action
of the spirits which may have occurred in the

ever occurred in all our

transfer the same to his

tions being carried on-

tions are given.

~ Po the Editor:—A fine demonstration
of spirit power took place at
some time ago. A short time
before Christmas the {[giving name]
cabinet messenger, expressed a wish for:
s full outfit.of carthly °clottiing. One
lady got. her & nice: white hat; another
‘made her a white dress; another ‘pro-
wvided her with: a: pait of white shoes;
ancthenr with: & pair of white stocking;
.and: athers: with scarf, fan and dolk
These. articles. wera presented. to: her
for a Christmas present and wers taken
-away somewhere by the spirit messen-
-geT;, not one .of them being left in the
seance roont When inquiry was made,
the. spirit sald she tobok them to her
spirit home, - :
~ A few weeks after Christmas, ——
~, who is. a materializing medium,
requested —— ———; who'is a spirit

terializing them, and wearing. them there,
then materialize them again af will to wear them
on earth, - This subject will be fully considered,
and light thrown on the mysteries of the dark

employment of them, they afford opportunities.
for decept;lon which dishonest mediums are but
too ready to avail themselves of and then when.
exposure comes (and it is generally Spiritualists
who are the most earnest in detecting and pun-
ishing the infamy of suech deception), they are
at once trumpeted all over the land, and more
barm is done to the progress of the cause than
all the good ever resulting from the genuine
phenomena themselves. urt

~ No such exposures

long and varied ;i

ence, though never have mediums been s?**sct- -
ed to more jealous and severe investigations: !
and there are few of the more modern .phen’dmz
ena which have not occurred through our me-
diumship.—A. Leah Underhill in “The Missing '
Link in Modern Spiritualism,” |

e |

The Curtain Will Rise.

Next week the Curtain will surely rise on a
new scene in connection with a white hat, a
white dress, a pair of white shoes, a pair of white
stockings, a scarf fan and doll. '

d doll.. Can a spirit
spirit home, first dema-
and

cabinet, from which so many questionable “spi-
its” appear, dressed in false wigs, false whiskers,
earthly made illuminated dresses and other tog-
gery. Spiritualists all along the line are becom-
ing more interested than ever in the investiga-

through the leadership

of The Progreessive Thinker, and the end is not
yet. The following omissions will be supplied,
showing who the medium iy, through whem such
wonderful materializations and dematerializa-

photographer, to take ner photograph
while entranced in the cabinet in the
dark. She seated herself in the aabi:
nef, the curtain pulled a little to ong
side, the camera placed in position, ths .
room tade dark, and the photograph
was taken. To one end in front of ——

stands .. the spirit
messenger; clothed in her 'Christmas
presents of eartlily clothing.

I send you the photograph; also a
photograph: of myself and spirit wife
and son, and also one 'of myself
and spivit. —— , who. controls
the materialization; and the face and:’
heaq of -and. athers, supposed to .
be.relatives whom I do-not recogmize.

This. demonstration praves to me. that
spirits can be photographed. and. that
they can. take: solids to their spirit
homes. : ————,

" .
.

.Médlocdty 16! allpowerful because it
almostalways: has: the ‘majority ‘in its:
suppart—Bi & Richards,. ~ s

.. - Natural® religion- to-day. ‘theans what.
‘the most enlightened' reason' reads' in

nature~E; B! Powell: > @0
*.The: foree of his'awn’ fnerit malkes

.from’ entire unconsclousness. of law, to
. the conviction that law. is universal

and

. .

S

_him, which buys g pldce ni
o -\V—f-Shukspeare, R

his way; o-gift that leaven gives for:
xt:to i tng:

. AN

—)

No mag_iipon earth. can have the least

‘epark of 1ove for a (ied who holds in-. '~
reserve: eterngl, kard, and violent.clfag. . -
Lisements’ for nitety-ninehundredths of .. (;‘

his clildien.—Jean Méslier.. y

We need net wait for the: coming.of” |
‘some: far-off millennium or:“good time”;
the good time ia lere and now, te-day.
: 0,:' o

‘and ‘every day, within easy. real
every soul—"Golden Rule” Jones." ~ |

P
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A Fresno Cal., Judge, J.

W. North de‘livered aflecé

ture which ought to be read by every person in the

‘United States.

It is strikingly interesting, and cannot

fail to make a deep impression on every reader’s mind.
‘The facts given show the world at -one time shrouded
in the gloom of superstition and ignorance, and cruel
in the extreme against those who wished to take a

- step in advance. .
not be overestlmatcd

The importance of this lecture can
It alone is worth'd year's sub-

scriptiou to The Progresswe Thmker S

‘In attempting on this occasion tp call
“your attentlon to gcience, and to some
incidents In its history, I-can touch only
upon a few points, and leave you to
look into them more at leisure for your-
selves, The field is illimitably hroad,
we can only glance at it. -

Let us first inquire, what is science"
The best answer I can give, i8 that it is
knowledge-—systematized knowledge—

not guesswork, not mythology, not le-]

gend  or tradition, but . knowledge

based on evidence, If all the facts con-

cerning any given subject are collected

and methodically arranged, the knowl-

edge we get from them {8 called the
“ science of that subject.

THE UNIVERSALITY OF SCIENCE.

Sclence is as broad as the universe,
as far-reaching as the telescope, as mi-
nute as the objects revealed by the mi-
croscope. It takes account of the earth
on which we live, its size, its form,its mo-
tion, its climate, its productious. It
takes note of its forests and its flowers,
fts stratas and its hidden treasures;
its infinite variety of animal life, from
the invisible insect to the behemoth,
from the humming-bird to the eagle,
from thé tiny fish that inhabit the
smaller streams to the monsters of the
deep.

Science also reads the heavens, trac-
ing the planets in their orbits and' the
stars in their courses. It uses them in
determining and dividing the time, and
by teaching the navigator his latitude
and longitude it guides him through
unknown seas, and leads him safely to
nis destined haven. We may say of it,
and without {rreverence, what .the
Psalmist said in addressing the Deity:
“1f [ take the wings of the morning and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there shall thy hand lead me and
thy right hand shall hold me.”

Science guldes the commerce of the
world and every civilized industry; it
superintends the building of our ships
and railroads, cur telegraph and tele-
phone lines; it turnishes us with the in-
dispensable friction match; also with
the illuminating gas and the electric
light; it gives us protection from light-
ning, and informs us of coming storms
days-before their arrival.

It enalles natjons to converse togeth-
er over mountains, across deserts and
under oceans, as though they were as-
sembled in a social circle; it enables us
to read the world's doings of yesterday
before we sit down to our breakfast
tables. .

Coming down to man, it furnighes
minute knowledge ot the wonderful
structure of the human body, and the
still more wonderful structure of the
mind. It affords protection from dis-
ease, and rellef from suffering. It
guides in the construction of our homes,
in the preparation of our clothing, of
the food we eat, the water we drink,
and the very air we breathe.

Science makes the difference hetween
savage and civilized life; between -the
Indians of our mountains and the states-
men who compose our government, It
guides every step in the progress of
civilization.

THE ORIGIN OF KNOWLEDGE OF
THE TRUTH.

The origin of scierce cannot be fixed
with certainly. Long centuries before
our era, wise and thoughtful men were
earnestly seeking truth,”and notwith-
standing numerous mistakes, they
caught glimpses of some truths that
have stood .the test of time, and have
come down to us through the -ages,
forming a part of the science of our
day.

. At the commencement of the Chrie-
tian era, science scarcely existed, even
in name., The ideas of Pythagoras, as-
serting the globular form of the earth
.and its revolution, bad survived but
to meet the earnest hostility of the
early Christian tathers. HExaggerated
ideas of the “Books of Moses” had early
talen possession of the leading minds
of the church, and therg seemed no lim-
it to the claim set up for them. Deem-
ing these books to contain not only thé]
unadulterated truth, but ali truth, ev-
erything outside of them, or opposed to
them, must be necessarily false. . This
untortunate position dominated the en-
tire church, and, of course, presented
an insurmountable obstacle to all pro-
gressive learning. Science and civiliz-
etlon have been retarded many hun-’
dreds of years by this absurd folly of
really good, but mistaken men, .

Tertulian (A. D. 200) held that the)

“Books of Moses” were “not only al
truth, but that all truth was contained
in them.”

Lactantius more than a century later
in referring to “the heretical doctfine |
‘of the globular form of the earth” and
its revolution, says, “Is it posstble that
"inen can be so absurd as to believe that
. ‘the crops and trees on the other side of
the earth hang downward?" -

RELlGlON AGAINST SCIENCE.

Bt Auguetine, about the year 400,
-Bays: “It is impossible there ‘should be
inhabitants o - the other side of . the,

- earth, since there 18 no such race men-
"7 tiotled in Scripture among the descend-
*<’ants- of Adam.” . And then he .adds,
‘" what-he evidently thinks a complete
~ refutasion ‘of .the idea: “In-thé day of
judgment, men bn the other side of the
_earth could not see the Lord descending
through the air.!
CoULAL thiss period the whole iniiuence of
ti~e .church was brought to bear to re-
" bulke or frown down ever ything that sa-
vored of “science. The.most eminent
hishopa spoke contemptuously, saying
‘that they did “not- -trouble themselves
with such things.”. The. lesser lights
dealt In ubsurd denunciation

A HEATHEN DOCTRINE

Cosmas, eariy in the". sixth century,
published  his “ohristlan Topography,”
. the great object of Which was—as he de-
- ‘elares—"to denounce the - false” ‘and
heathen doctrine of the rotundity of the
‘garth,-and to ghow that the tabernacle.
+‘jn"the wildernesé’ ‘is the pattern or"m%d
ol of the. uui\uar ~“The " earth; p -}
pays; ‘s 87 rcctungulnr plane,‘ our

:-hundred- da.ys' Journey east and west,
1

and exactly haii’ that distance north and
south, It is surrounded by mountains,
which the sky rests, The heavens comg
down to the earth on all four sides, like
ihe walls-of a room. -All helow- the fir-
‘mament . is the world, and the story
above is heaven, and below the earth’s
surface is hell. Midway in the rectan-
gular surface below lies the inhabited
earth, encompassed by ocean, Beyond
ocean, bordering- on the edge, is the
unvisited = terrestrial = paradise. Here,
too,:on & barren and thorny soi}, with-
out the walls of paradise, dwelt man
from the fall to the deluge. 7The ark
floated the survivors across the great
ocean ‘helt-to this better land which we
‘Inhabit. This oblong plane lies a little
tilted to the south, so that the rivers,
like the Tigris and Buphrates, running

gouth, run rapidly, while those runnjng,

north, like the Nile, run more slowly,
because they have to run up hilL.”

CHRISTIANITY DID NOT PROMOTE
KNOWLEDGE. .

Thege were the.opinions of the Chris-
tian Church for moye than a thousand
years, and were all based on the Bible.
During thirteen hundred years Chris-
iendom furnighed to the world no . as-
tronomer nor chemist. The Moham-
medans were far in advance of ~the
Christians in both of these studies.

As time agvanced, the hostility of the
church to science became intensified.
At the beginning of the fifth century
the growing power of Rome had taken
from Alexandria its preeminence as a
gseat of learning, and left it but second-
ary to the home of the Caesars. The
Greek school of philosophy had dwin-

‘dled to small dimensions, and was main-

ly represented by Hypatia, (the daugh-
ter of Theon, the mathematician),
whose beauty, learning and eloguence
drew to her academy the learned and
the elite of .the city.

Cyril, the most influential .and ag-

"gressive, as well as the most violent

and unscrupulous of the Christian fa-
thers, was then "Bishop of Alexandria.
The great popularity of Hypatia was

.an obstacle in the way, as well ag an

annoyance to'him, The result was that
a’ Christian mob—usually called Cyril's.
mob—of ‘many monks, seized Hypatia

-and dragged her from her carriage one

morning, g8 she was riding to her Acad-
emy, stripped her of her clothing, took
her to church, and Peter the Reader,
struck her on the head wlt.h a club klli-
ing her.

The Christian mob then cut her body
Anto pieces, scraped the ,Qgsh from her
bones 'with shells, and ’ “burned her,
piecemeal.

This was St. Cyril’s ‘method of ex-
tinguishing the light of science, and of
promoting the cause of Christianity, in
the early partof the fifth century. And
though no one séems to have questioned
Cyril's guilt, in this brutal murder of a
woman noted for her virtue, as well as
for her intellectual attainments, the
Christian church never called him to
acount for the infamous deed, but on:
the cobtrary, enrolled -him among her
saints, and he is known today only as
“Saint Cyrill%

This pollcy of suppressing science by
murder continued to be the policy of
the church for more than twelve hun-
dred years, and is suspended now only
because it has not the power to prac-
Uce it.

THE INQUISITION. .

The Catholic church, though suspend-
ing the working of the Inquisition for
want of power, has retained the organi-
zation complete, and, now, from 1875
to this dav, a crowd of defenders has
arisen, 'uivoca,ting the re-establishment
of the Inquisition.” If any doubt it, let
them réad.the article in the Encyclo-
pedia Britanicn, or the recent encycli-
cal letter of the pope, read from all the
Catholic pulpits. in America, by order
of Cardinal Gibbons. This letter sounds:
like aecry of rage and agony, that a
statue has been reared in Rome to the
‘martyr, Bruno, on the spot where he
wae burned in 1600 for teachifig some
of the commonly accepted facts of sei-
ence of the present time. |

‘When the “forces of Victor Emanuel
entered Rome in 1870 the pope and the
Inquisition were driven into the Vati-
can. Shall they now come forth to” es-
tablish their throne in America? And
shall we hear no note of remonstrance

from our statesmep? Not one word.

against ‘setting -up here a hiererchy,
government by priesthood?.
LEARNINQ SUPPRESSED.
‘But to return from this reference to
our own time, let us follow. the treat-
ment of science.

We have seen- how. its- llght was ex-,

tinguished in Alexandria by the infa-
moys- murder-of Hypatia; after ‘which
no- one dared ‘to enter the fleld.” We
must- also know that both Rome and
Constantinople were at the time' con-
trolled by the'same power,-which was

" hostile to all scientific research. - At

the commencement- of the sixth- cen-
tury there was hut one prominent seat

"of learning in ‘all Chrisfendom where’
1] science . was permiited to be. .taught;

and even that’was not .continued long.
In 629 the Christian Efperor Justinian
suppréssed the schools ‘of philosophy of
Athens, ‘and (e night of “the -dark
ages” closed down on what was then
known as the Christian world; the night
of a thousand years, , in. whrch the
church ruled both temporarily and spir-
itually;* & church that cleims to be the
light of the world; and yet this period
was the darkest thut our ern hus
known.. |

If it be now nsired what produced the
ddik ages; history gives-us thie answer.
-If 1t ‘Do asked, what continued the dark
ages for -a tiiousand years, or ‘what in-

| fluence sought:to prevent the revival of
léarning at. the end- of these thousand.

.years, we'recélve from history the'same
unequivocni answer.

church.,

During this 16ug nlght of - | darkness;
the puerile AChristian Topography” of

COSmas contirrued to he the doctrine oi’.

the church and .the- treatment of stw:

dents of science remained unchanged.
A single! Instance will be suflicient to
illustrate both. 4

In the thirteenth centtu'y Roger Ba-
con, of England, spending some years
in Frauce, devoted himself somewhat
to the study of chemistry, a sclence
then unknown. But the first advances
towards it were condemuned by the
church. Though he had received his
degree of Doctor of Theology, his expe-
rimental studies were denounced by the
ignorant priests as magic and the black
arts, and his orthodoxy was at once
questioned Having returned to Ox-
ford and commenced lecturing there,
bis lectures were interdicted, and he
was placed under supervision at Parls,
where for ten years he was prohibited
from writing anything- that might be
published. . A Franciecan monk himself,
after his return to .England, he- de-
nounced “the ignorance and vices of the
clergy and monks, and generally the in-
sufficlency of the existing studies,” for
which his works were condemned by a
general of the order,” who afterwards
became pope, and Bacon was thrown
into prison, where he remained for four-
teen years, dying two years later, Such
was the penalty that Christianity, in-
flicted for the study of science in the
thirteenth century, e

COPERNICUS CONDEMNED.

In 1507, Copernicus, a modest- priest
and learned Prussian,’away off on the
confines of Hungary, had completed a
book on “The Revolutions of the Heav-
enly Bodies.,” Knowing the hostility of
the’ church to any such.teaching, he
waited thirty-gix years before daring to
publish his work.. After that length of
time, being urged to it by a Cardinal, he

It was ‘in - dach:
-and " every., cnee mu.inly the Christinn‘

ventured to give it to the public. This
was the great work that was the found-
ation of our Copernican system of as-
tronomy. Mark the reception that was
given it by the Christian church, On
the day that the first copy of his great
work was brought to him, moist from
the press, he died, and thus escaped the
personal vengeance of the church; but
his work was condemned and burned
go far as his pergecutors could accom-
plish it..

PROTESTANTISM A8 BAD.

Here we come to the time of Luther,
Calvin and other reformers. Does any
one hope that they will be found more
‘favorable to science than their antag-
onists? Vain hope. Historlang tell us
that they wére even more bitter than
the Catholics in their denunciation of
.sclence, Luther called Copernicus a
fool, and thought he had gnswered him
effectually by saying that “Joshua com-
manded the sun to stand still, which he
.would not have done if the sun did not
move.” .

Galileo, some eighty years later, re-
vived and taught thg theories of Cgper-
nicus, and having constructed a tele-
scope, made many valuable discoveries.
For this he was accused of “imposture,
heresy, blasphemy, and atheism.” Do
we not here see where the clergy of
our time learn to call every man an in-
fidel or atheist, who is {n advance of
his fellows in search of truth? He was
summoned before the “Holy . Inguisi-
tion, under the accusation of’ having
taught that the earth moves around the
sun, a doctrine utterly contrary to the
‘Scriptures.” He was compelled to re-
tract his “heresy,” and for sixteen
years the church had rest; but in 1632
he published his book entltled “The
System of the World ” which sustained
the theorv of - Copernicus.. He. was |
again brought before the inquisition
and though he again retracted, he was
thrust into prison, and tredted with re-
morseless severity for the remeining
ten years of his life. =

But by following to the end the story of
Galileo, we have passed, by a few years,
the tragic events connected with the
fate of his contemporary.

GIORDANO BRUNO.

Giordano Bruno was born at Nola, in
Italy, about the year 1548. In his fif-
teenth year, the historian tells us, he
entered the order of the Dominicans, at
Naples, and soon found the restraints
of that order intolereble to him.

He traveled two years .in England,
and traveled extensively through the
chief cities and seats of learning in
Europe, everywhere lecturing, writing
and publishing the burning words that
stirred to their depthe the ancient prej-
udices of ' medieval " ignorance,, and
brought upon his own head the terrihle
malignity of the church. :

In 1593 he accepted an invitation to
Venice; he was there arrested, taken to
Rome, and imprisoned for seven years.
This long imprisonment, failing to
crush the-brave spirit of Bruno, on the
6th of Rebruary, 1600, he was excom-
municated, and on the 17th of that
-month was burned at the stake,

DEADLY HYPOCRISY,

It was on the demand of the “spirit-
ual authorities” that.he was removed
from Venice to Rome, and imprisoned
by the Inquisition. The speélal charge
against him was that “he had taught
the plurality of worlds, a doctrine re-
pugnant to the whole tenure of Scrip-
ture, and inimical to revealed religion,
espécially as regards the plan of salva-
tion.”” He was thén handed over to
the secular power, to bé punished “as
mercifully as possible,~and without the
shedding of blood.” This was the hor-
rible and hypocritical formula of order-
ing & victim to be burned at the stake.

But ‘-mark the -sublime fortitude of
this calm man ‘as_he. received his sen-
tence, only saying, "Perhaps it is with
greater fear that you' pass the sentence
upon me than I receive it.”:

‘When, at the stake, the flames en-
veloped and consumed -the shrinking
flesh, he stood in calm grandeur, utter-
ing no murm)
agony,:apparéntly. unconselous of phys-
-ical suffering, the embodiment -of sub-
lime exaltation and conscious triumph,

" BCIENCE’'S MARTYR ‘HONORED.

" Thig event transpired two hundred
and eighty-nine years ago. As the-an-
niversary came round, on the 17th of

set upon a high pedestal in Rome, upon
-the very spot where .he. was burned.
The Pope and Cardinals - had -stormed
and raved to prevent it, but the people
of that city had voted overwhelmingly
Fin ‘favor of it. = The free-thinkers of
Europe, Great Britain and Ameriea had
contributed Lo procure it, and a Roman
‘Senator’ delivered an oration.on the oc-
casion, in'which hd told the assembled
thousands, tbat “a movément ' i3 this
day inaugurated more fatal to the pa-
pacy than even the loss of the témporal
power.” The Pope, in the meantime,
retired to the Vatican, not ghowing his
face in-Rome for three days.” But the
Pope hasg revived his courage sufiicient:
1¥ to revile Bruno with all the anclent
malignity; and the Protestant “church
has never abandoued its attitude of
‘earnest, ithough diluted hostility to sci
ence. -.

. And while we mark the extreme: ‘hos-
tility of the church to all:true selence,

L “ R o GER B ACON- L ; .': 16t us notice the instruction that even

the. Protéstant church, of the period
furnistied to her ohedient children, .
In'1712 Dr. Wolfgang Franze, a pro-

_ressor of theology nt ‘Wittenbers. the

-.of complaint, no cry.-of |-

| common sens@!

’ Ioihiee and’ accepting the iesson ot sci-

~ | ence

. R ¥ .

Y . .
uniyersity thEt Lutliei attended, and
iong after Luther's time, puhiished his
“Sacred History of Animals,” In which
he describes dragoens with three raunges
of teeth, andiealmly: adds, “The largest
of these is tlie Devil?* This book claims
to be “Designed for: students of theol-
ogy, and ministers of the Word;” and it
is said “To bave had much inﬂuence on
thought for 100 years.”

THE CHURCH AGAINST NEWTON.

Sir Isanc Newtop, who lived from
1642 to 172’? tbhe most distinguished
scientist of his time, was restrained
from publishing important truths, for
many years, through fear of the church.
In 1690 he wrote a letter to his friend,
Mr, Locke, the distinguished phiioso—
pher. It gave an account of two not-
able eorruptions of the text of scrip-
ture, and invalidated two passages in
favor of the Trinitv; for Sir Isaac
wrote much on theology, as well as sci-
ence.

At first he was anxious to have his
letter published, but fearing to publish
it In Protestant England, he asked
Mr. Locke, who was then golig to Hol-
land, to get it translated into French,
and published on the continent. As
Locke did not go to Holland, he sent the
letter to Mr. Le Clerc, who fearing to
get it published In French was having
it translated into Latin, when Sir Isaac

‘| interfered and stopped the pubiication

entirely.

This letter was never published until
twenty-seven years after Sir Isaac’s
death, and sixty-four years after it was
written, - So-fearful was the greatest
sclentist of the age of the chureh,.in
Protestant. Bngland, that he dare’ not
publish what he knew to be true, .

,PRIESTLY NOT ORTHODOX.

Aoseph Priestly, a liberal minigter of
England, and a distinguished scientist,
deserves more than a passing notice in
this list of persecuted men of learning.
A man of gentle and kindly spirit, but a
remarkable scholar, he became so dis-
tinguished as a man of science that in
1771 he was about to be appointed to
accompany the celebrated Captain Cook
expedition to Otaheite to observe the
transit of Venus; but the government
of Great Britain was shocked at the
idea of giving a man a position who
was not orthodox, and he was rejected.

In 1774 he made several valuable dis-
coverles in science, among which was
that of oxygen, the basis of all life and
of combustion; but he was not ortho-
dox, and his very , discoveries were
enough to condemn him in the minds of
the enemies of science., So, a tew
years later, in 1791, while he was
quietly attending to his duties gt home,
the mob wanted a victim and they
sought him out, burned his house and
his chapel and destroyed his valuable
manuseripts that represented the earn-
cst labor of many-years. Three years
after this (erifble exhibition of ortho-
dox malignity/ this gentle, peaceful man
gathered the fragments of his mdnu-

scripts, and with his family in 1794 left.

England and 'came!-to the quiet little
town of Northumbdiland in the interior
of Penusylvehiu where he spent the re-
maining years of hie life in peace.

AFTER MANY YEARS.

But when the centennial anniversary
of the discovery of.oxygen came round
the world had learned the value of this
quiet, modest man..:On that day, in
1874—only fifteen years ago—learned
scientists of Europe, Great sritain and
America were seen. wending their way
to the quiet liftle village, on the banks

of the Busquihannathers to place flow-
ers on the grave of the world'® bene-
factor, and to pay their devotions' at
the shrine of this recent- vlctim of re-
ligious hate.

But let us turn from these sad scenes
of cruel wrong and melancholy mis-
takes to a bright picture, before which
even ignorance and orthodoxy were

| powerless.

Benjamin Franklin, our great patriot,
etatesman, scientist and philosopher,
happily lived at a time when his patriot-
fsm, statesmanship and -usefulness
compelled men to forget that he was an
infidel, and lo remember only the great

1 services he had rendered to mankind.

DEVILS AND WITCHCRAFT.

As one of these Doctor. Franklin, in
1762, discovered that simple electricity,

which pervades the atmosphere, was:

the cause of thunder and lightning that

had for ages so terrified mankind. “Saint’

Jerome, a5 well as the other Christian
fathers, maintained that the air was full
of devils, that caused the lightning,
wind and hall, basing their theory on
the prophecies of Isalah, and the
Epistle to the Ephesians.” Salnt Augus-
tine maintained the same view, as did
Luther, and the later reformers. Even
the celebrated Increase Mather, Presi-
dent of Harvard University, and the
other leading ministers of New .Eng-
land, a8 firmly believed in the “devils

that. caused the hail and lightning,” as |

they believed in witches, and they be-
lieved with John Wesley that “we might
as well give up the Bible as to give up
our belief in witches.” . .

But Doctor Franklin, with his simple

'kite and key, demolished the theology

of ages, and took from the clergy a
large -share of -their stock .of terrors
with which they had been accustomed
to alarm mankind, - He "also showed

the peonle how, by a simple fron rod;-

he could ward off the lightning and save
property” from destruction. - Here the-
ology was placed ‘at a disadvantage. .If
the old theory of devils in the air was
adhered to, the -~ tall steeples were
struck by lightning ahd many churches
were destroyed. . If the “heretical rod”
was adopted, the priest had. to admit
that an “infidel's remedy” was better
than that presented uy the saints of the
church, ~ =

Doctor anklin had only-to smile’
and look on, gnd! iwait to see how long 1t
would take miiiisters to adopt common
sense,.in placdé’of  Hbsurd ~mythology,

*| when thelr inf&fests svere on the side of
THe result” showed

that it took sofe of ¢

the most’ prominent
of them from’tén t&

sixteen years, and

some from t Eﬁt tb‘ twenty-five years.’
last February, a-statue of -Bruno was| . m m twery 24 e

" THE'HERETICAL ROD;

_'The first Todsput up.-in Bigland was’
e vears after;Franidin’s discovery. In

Austria and Italy. they- waited much’

Jonger. . At length ;they. began to pro-
tect their churchesiliy, the ‘heretical
rod,” as the peopleicalled it, and sev-
eral that had.been fdtepeatedly = struck
and badly uaniagedmwere thus placed
cut of danger. o -0

> But some hesitated-to adopt the “in->

ﬁdele remedy;? | andi: these were- in-
structed . by sdme .kovere -calamities.
Among others, was that of the church
at Brescia, near :Venice. . Seventeen
years after Franklin's dideovery,  the
Republie of Venice:had stored in the
‘veults of ‘this- church, over 200,000
pounds of powder; and had provided no
lightning * rod.. . A, storm came, the
church was struck,-end the powder in

the vaulls expioded. One-sixth of the.
entire . city was. desiroyed, . and 28,000

lives were lost.: 'THe result: was that
thelr - theology -‘gave  way, 'and -the
churches oblained’ Franlrlins remedy.

Sclence and theoldpy became roconciled |- :

-they alwavs' have |

in ‘the_.precise w
lbgy ahundoning its

beon, viz., By'

{tual rostrim..

of life botween men and women,

HUMBOLDT WAS PERSECUTED

“Humboldt, the iilustrious German sa-
vant and traveler, had the good fortune,
Jike Frankifu, to iive at & period when
his services to mapkind could protect.
him, in some measure, from religious
hostiiity And yet even this great man,
who had crossed the mountains of
South America; and the desolate plains
of Siberla in"search of knowledge for
the human race, says in a letter to a
friend, that the.ministers would have
driven him from Berlin if it had not,
been that the king was his friend,

‘The French priests who objected to
‘common table forks because no such in-
strumenis were mentioned in Serjp-
ture; and the Scotchman who objected
to the common fanning mi]l as an un:
godly implement, because “it created a
wind when the Lord willed a calm,”
need only be mentioned as illustrations
of the religious ideas of the time.

I have but to name one instance more
and I have done:

S0 recently as 1846-less than ﬂfty
years ago—Doctor Simpson - of Edin:

burgh, Scotland, one of the most learn- | -

€d physicians of his time, invented or
discovered chloroform, and used it to
relleve suffering in -his -medica] and
gurgical practice. One would naturally
suppose that so great a blessing would
be hailed with joy oven by bigots. Far
otherwise. The ministers of the Scotch
church raised a serious- objection, and
one of "the bitterest controyersies of
our lime ensued:

ORTHODOXY AGAINST MEDICINE.

Doctor Simpson had used this anes-
thetic impartiaily, to relieve the guffer-
ings of women as well as men; and at
times when the ministers teared he
was ielieviug tném of a part of the orig-
inal curse. They were quite willing that
men ghould be relieved; ‘but women
must suffer the full penaity originally
inflicted on Eve.

Incredible as it now seems, these
men were thoroughly in earnest and
doubtless. thoroughly sincere; and they
fought Dector Simpson wlth all their
energy.

The great Doctor Chalmers, more en-

lightened than his brethren, took the
part of Doctor Simpson, but even his
great influence was not likely to turn
the scale, At length & happy thought
occurred to Doctor Simpson, and he told
the minjsters that he was simply fol-
lowing the method of the Creator, that
when God had made man and wished to
perform the surgical operation of tak-
ing a rib from his slde with which to
make a woman, he put him to sleep.
> “This,” said the doctor, “is precisely
what I am doing. I am only following
the example of my Maker.” The min-
isters could not bring anything to bear
upon that, and so the victory was
gained for Doctor Simpson and chloro-
form.

That such an {nstance of ministerial
bigotry could have occurred in our day,
is slmply inexplicable. ‘But such has
been the contest of ages, and such the
hostility shown to science through the
whole history of the Christian church.

For nearly sftxeen hundred years the
church has fought science and never
gained a victory; science has won in ev-
ery contest. The church has been
driven backward into civilization, step
by step, step by step, but always back-
wards. Will it never turn round, open
its eyes, and welcome the glowing
dawn? The future will determine.

INDIANA TO THE FRONT.

A Mass-Meeting to Be Held at Muncie.

<

The Indiana  State Asscelation of
Spiritualists: will hold a three days’
mass-meeting in Muncie, Ind., at the
J. 0. U, A. M. Ha}l, Patterson Block,
corner Main apd Walnut streets, on
Friday and Saturday, January -18 and
19, 1906, at 2:80 and 7:30 p. m., and on
Sunday, Jan. 20, at 10:30 8. m., 2:30 and
7:30 p. m. ‘ ’

The speakers for Friday and Satur-
day will be Will J. Erwood of Wisconsin,
and Miss Elizabeth Harlow of Colum-
bus, Ohio, and on Sunday, W. V, Nicum
of Dayton, and Will J. Erwood.

Mrs. Anna Throndsen of Indianapolis
will follow each lecture with messages.

The young people of the society have }

arranged specfal music for these mest-
ings, and will be assisgted by the
Misses Meickel and Mendenhall, on the
guitar and Mandolin.-

Muncie can be reached by interurban
lines from all surrounding towns, and
we hope all-of our neighbors who are
interested’ will take advantage of this

opportunity to enjoy some good ‘lec-
tutes. For further information ad-
dress " CARRIE H. MONG, Seey.,~

416 8. Franklin St.,” Muncie, Ind.
B A. SCHRAM Pres., Peru Ind

R $l. Paokage

EERY FREETRY'
i

Send your name today ana get by
return mail our new 3-fold Treat-

ment which-is curing thousands.

To:every person angwering this - -ad-
vertiserent at once we will send—Free
to try—our complete new three-foid
absorption cure for Plies, Ulcer, Fis-
sure; Prolapse, Tumors, Constipation
and-all rectal troubles. If you are ful-
ly satisfied With the benofit- received,
send-us one dollar. If -not. we take-
your word*and it costs you nothing; you
décide -after a thorough ~trial. - This
treatment i8 cuving even eases of - 30
and 40 years’ standing, as well as all
the earlier “stages, . Act now and-save
yourself perhaps-untold suffering, - Our
three-fold treatment cures to stay cured
because it.Is constitutional as well as
local, and we want you to try it at our
expense. Our valuable new' Pila" Book
(incolors) comes free with the approvel
treatment, all in plam.package.
monhey—only your  name--to Dr; Van
Vleck Co.; X027 Mejestic Bullding, Jackr

: son, Mich Write to day,

"The Molecuiar Hypothesis ot “Na-
ture.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood.

| Professor. Lockwaood I8 recognized a8

one of the ablest lectirers on the spir-
‘In this Httle 'volume he\
presents in suceinet form the substance
of his lectures. on the Molecular Hy-.
pothesis of’ ‘Nature; and presents his
‘viéws a8 demonstrating a sclentific lia-~
sis of Spiritualism. :The book is com-
mended - to all -who love to study and

“think. - Price; 25 cents.

" “Heliocentric Astrology or Dssentials
of. Astronoiy  and Solar Mentality,
“with Tables of: ‘Hphemerls trom 1830 to-
1910."" BY Yarmo Vedra. Price, by
‘mall; §1.7 ' .

“Right Generntlon tho Key - to “the
Kingdom of Heaven'on Earth.” By Dr.
:M; B Conger: -  Ax appeal to reagson and
manu's ‘highest aapirations. A 'plen -for
justice.and equality.in all.the relations

Cloth
76 cents; leathgrette, 50 cents. -
i “DiecoVeryior a Lost ‘Trail.” By.Chaa,

r&ellent ini spiritual

1 THE SPIRIT WORLD,”

Sendno |~

‘[ﬂﬁhwme |

SPIRIT GETT
RIS, 70 xS

Truly, the world has NEVER SEEN
the like before. Search the annals of
history, ANCIENT . AND MODERN;
critically examine the history of Spirit-
ualism; look here and there, in every
nook and corner of the world, and you
CANNOT find a parallel to the ofter
made in reference to these TWELVE
remarkable PREMIUM BOOKS. They
constitute a wonderfully valuable Sph-
itualistic and Occult LIBRARY, and
are furnished at a nominal sum, Al
-are substantially bound and neatly
printed, and those who purchase them
are- DELIGHTED WITH THEM. The
last one to appear, “LETTERS FROM
written througn
the mediumship of that remarkable me-

gVﬁry llbrary. Read the following care-
ully: .

‘We have now TWELVE magniﬁcent
PREMIUM BOOKS, which you can se-
lect from.

Any one aof the Tvwelve Premium
Books' you may order, price 26 cents.

“1'his Is the price, remember, when you
order only one book in connection with
8 yearly subscription. ‘Tho paper, cne
year, and one Premium Book, $1.25.

~Any  two of the Twelve Premium
Books you may oider, price 70 cents.

Any three of .the Twelve Premium
Books you'may order, priee $1.10,

Any four of the Twelve Premium
Boolks you may order, price $1.50.

Any five of the 7Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $1.75.

Any six of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $2.05.

Any soven of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $2.36. .

Any ‘eight of the -Twelve Premium
Books you may order, pricd §2.65.

Any nine of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $2.90.

. Any ten of the elve Premium
‘Books you may order, price $3.10.

Any eleven of the Twelve Premium
.Books you may order, price $3.40,

Lastly, all of these I'WELVE Pre-

ead Thie @iiiier

dium, Carlyle Petersilea, should be in ’

)

)

fire You Helping to Spread the Records of e
Phenomena and the Liiterature of the
Gause You Have Espoused? -

IF NOT, WHY NOT
Read This Great Proposition and Get Busy!

THE GOOD ACCOMPLISHED BY THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
IN SENDING OUT THE TWELVE PREMIUM BOOKS CAN - NOT
WELL BE OVERESTIMATED. ORDERS COME IN NEARLY EV-
ERY DAY FOR THE ENTIRE SET, AND THOSE WHO RECEIVE
THEM ARE ESPECIALLY DELIGHTED.
HOMES THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER HAS BEEN INSTRU-
MENTAL IN ESTABLISHING THE NUCLEUS OF A LIBRARY.
THE TWELVE PREMIUM BOOKS FORMERLY SOLD AT PRICES
RANGING FROM $1 TO $1.50 EACH, MAKING THE COST OF THE
ABOVE NOT LESS THAN $13. ALL WE REALIZE FOR THE
WHOLE SET, AFTER PAYING POSTAGE, IS A LITTLE OVER $2
~SOMETHING NEVER BEFORE ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS COUN-
TRY OR EUROPE. ANY PERSON WHO SENDS IN A YEARLY
SUBSCRIPTION AND WHO DESIRES ONLY ONE B0t
TAKE HIS CHOICE OF THE TWELVE FOR ONLY 256 CEN1 THUS
MAKING THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER THE CHEAPEST SPIR-
ITUALIST PAPER PRINTED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.
ONLY OUR SUBSCRIBERS CAN PURCHASE THESE PREMIUM
BOOKS AT THE PRICES GIVEN. ANOTHER NEW AND INTER-
ESTING VOLUME WILL BE ISSUED NEXT SPRING.

IN AT LEAST 20,000

' 0AN

mium Books here announced are. sent
out, all postage prepaid, for $3.75, some-
thing never before equalled in this
country or RBurope.

Bear in mind that every order for a
Premium must be accompenied with a
yearly subscription for The Progressive
Thinker. We repeat that the world
has never seen the lfko of it before.

‘OUR TWELVE REMARKABLE PRE.
MIUM BOOKS FOR §3.75.

Tha following 18 the lst of tiiles of
the ‘I'welve Premium Hooks:

1—The Encyclopedia of Death, ang
Life in tho Spirit World, vol. 1.

2—The Encyclopedla of Death, and
Life in the Spirit world, Vol. 2,

3—The Eucyclopedia of Death, angd
Life in the Spirit World, vol. 3. These
threo volumes have been prepared by
J. R. Francis, Thay contain invaluable
data.

4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub- Mun.
dane and Super-Mundane Spiritism, by
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten,

b~—Ghost Land, Spiritualism, Occult-
{sm, by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten

6—The Next World Interviewed, by
Mrs. 8. G. Horp, a most remarkahie me-
dium.

7-—The Occult Life of Jesus, by Alex.
‘ander Smythe, a medium of rare gifts.

8—A Wanderer 1n the Bpirit Lands.
Translated by A. Farnese, a wonderful
English medium.

9—7T1'he Religion of Man and Ethics of
Science, by Hudson Thuttle.

10—Seers of the Ages, or Spiritualismy
Past and Present, by Dr. J. M. Peebles.

11—The Great Debate Between Mosea
Hull and W. F. Jamieson.

12—Letters from the Spirit World,
written through - the mediumshlp ot
Carlyle Petersilea.

Each Spiritualist should at once com-
mencing forming a Bpiritualist and Oo
cult lfbrary.

When ordering a Premium Book, one
or more, you must send In a yearly sub.
scription for The Progruaivo Thinker,

The above'is the number of the pres-
ent.issue of The Progressive Thinker,
as printed at the top of-the first page,
right hand corner. If this number cor-
responds with the figures on your wrap-
per, then the time you have paid for has,
expired, and you are: reguested. to Te-
new. your subscription. , This. number
at . the right hand corner of the first
‘page is advanced each week, showing
the ‘number of ‘Progressive. Thinkers
issued up to date. -Keep watch of the
number on the tag -of your wrapper. .

"Continuity of Life a Cosmic Truth,”
By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood; The work
of o strong iogicul thinker, on a.deeply
‘fmportant subject. Price,: cloth, $1..

"“'Spiritual Fire Crackers, Bible Chest-
nuts and Political Pin Points.” By J
‘S. Harrington. A pamjllet containing
79 pages-of racy xeading. -Price 25 ctd..

. “The Jesuits.”. By.Rev. B. F ‘Austin,
A ‘M., B. D. An excellent pnmphlet
Price, 16 cents.” -

"Au Infamous Dynatits Romnu Ca.th-
olic Conspiracy Detected and Exposed.”
‘“Romanism BExposed.” : Two pamphlets
by Rev. J..G. White, author of “Start
ling ‘Faotd.” Price, ! rlO nents anch, a8
 two for 15 cents. -

“The Present Age and Finer Life;
Ancient and Modern Myvsteries Classi-
fied and Explained.” By Andrew Jack-
son Davis. We have a few copies of
isi]iis work by the celebrated seer. Clath,

10, - .

A Consplracy Against the Républic.”
By Charles B, Walte, A. M., author of
“History of the Christian Religion to
the Year 200,” etc. A condensed state-
ment of facts concerning the efforts of.

f

church leaders to get control of the-gov- . )

-arnment. . An important work, Paper,
25 cents.

“Cosmian Hymn Boolr YA coiiection
of original and selected hymns, for lib-
eral and ethical socleties for schools

and the home; compiled by L. K. Wash- .,
burn, - This volume meets a  public

want, It compriges 256 choice selec~ -,
tions of poetry and musle, emhodying

the' highest moral eentiment and freo

from pll sectariuuism.

rents.”. Mrs. Elizabeth: Towne.. takes

the position that In many cases it is the -
| parents that-need.the training more

than the children, and advises.parents
to look ‘to themselves;
cents’ could not be better spent than {n
buying this little book, . Anyone. that

has tho carg.ol childrcn should reud it.'. :

Piice 25 cente.. L

Twenty-five -

Price, 60 cents, .- )
“How- to) Train . Crtldren and.- Pas
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