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“Suence and a Future Life”|

As Revlewed by a Promlnent Lawyer.

Prol’ James H, Hyslop's recent worl,
-“Bcleuce and a Future Life,” is one of
. the "most ‘valuable aequlsltlone to the
-Yterature of Modern Spiritualism that
-has appeared of laie years, Itis sclen-
Affic in {ts methaod, profound in its el
icnl deductions, unanswerable in its

- logie,-and above all sympathetic to the
truth whatever it may be and wherever |.

it may be found.
*The work i8 based upon the facts es-
tablished by the investigations of the
Psychic Research Society of the phe-
nomena obtained througn the medium-
ship of Mrg. Piper, who, however, as
" Bpiritualists well know, i8 but one of a
class of mediums for spiritistic phenom-
ena the world over.

Perhaps the most interesting teature
of the professor’s book is its discussion
ol the telepathic hypothesis as an ex-

_planation of the - Piper phenomena.
That hypothesis {8 carefully weighed in
ilie' balance of reason and found alto-
gether wanting,

. “Telepathy as we know it,” remarks |.

the professor, “if we know it scientifilc-
ally at all, I8 generally and pernaps al-
\vays limited in its .avcess to other

men's. mlnds, to .the present -mental |

statés; This 18 all that we have even
ptenelhly .assured evidence for. But
auch tclepathy does nof even approxi-
mate. an explanation of the Piper and
stmllar cases,”’
- The professor goes farther and sug-
.gests 'what many a Bpiritualist has
long suspected, that telepathy instead
of peing incompatible with the spirit-
istic theory is really in harmony with it
and one-of the methods employed for
8pirit © communicatign, He remarks:
“Telepathy may be the very process by
whichthe discarnate, if it exists, com-
municates with the living. If thought
produces vibration in the ether or
.other media between mind and mind,
whether living or deceased, it wiil only
“be & question of the kind of facts su-
pernormally obtained to cettle whether

.1ihe telepathy is between living minds

only or between the living and the
dead.” And, as said at another page,
) “The acceptance of telepathy between
living minds establishes a possibility
fof communication with 4 supernormal
world] ** * and hence the telepathist

.+ 1s.precigely the man to admit the pos-
. sibility of eplrlt communication with

_the living.”
Finding the telepathic theory thus in-

4 . ndequate, and roling out the supposi-

tien of fraud, of se¢ondary personality,
‘of coincidence, etc., as explanatory of
“mediymistic phenomena, the professor

- naturally-falls back upon the “spirit-

istic- hypothesis” as being “the best
working hvpothesis in the field to ex-
plaln the ~ phenomena concerned.”

Others,” continues the professor, “may
thl ) it'ls absolutely proved, but I shall
"'not clalm so much nor place myself
where further inquiry and knowledge
might embarrass a retreat, though ]
think that most intélligent” men  will
agree that no other hypothesis presents
hnlf ‘the crédentials of rationality that
can be clalmed for spiritistic agency.
‘We may hesitate to adopt it in the face
of perplexities which are certainly
striking and apparently incompatible
with what we find many people expect-
ing from spirits. We may wish to
know more before committing our-
selves to so Important a belief, but this
chutiousness and hesitation i3 not in
conflict with the admission -that the
most rational explanation at present is
the spiritistic. Our primary duty is to
accept the hypothesis that best ex-
plains the fact and then to abapdon it
when facts are discovered that disprove
or discredit it. 1 shall certainly not
cling to the spiritistic theory any longer
than the facts justify, but I ghall pot
eschew jt hecause it i8 not respectable
when it {5 the most rational conception
i the fleld.”

‘Brave words and true to the scien-
tific spirit, but Spiritualists who have a
broader and fuller knowledge of the
phenomena, and who know that no
other hypothesis can ever at all ex-
plain those phenomena, have no- fear
that further investigation and discov-
cery of fact will result In the displace-
ment of the spiritistic hypothesis by
any other—not at least so long as logic
is logic and common sense and reason
sway and govern the human mind. A
iact once established is always a fact,
and communication with spirits is es-
tablished in the consciousness of the
true Spiritualist by a long line of expe-
rience and can no more be shaken from
Yis consciousness than can the con-
sciousness of his communication with
mortals and the external world be
wrested therefrom.

Prof. Hyslop treats ably of the “Con-
ditions of Communicating” and sympa-
thetically appreciates the difficulties
which naturally should be expected to
surround such a subject. Hig attitude

i in this respect is all the more com-

" mendable in view of the usual uncom-
promising and unreazsoned position
taken by both the scientific and non-

ena. An interesting feature of the
book also is that relating to the. so-
called trivislity of ‘the messages pur-
porting te come from spirits. The pro-
fessor denies that the messages are
nniversally {rivial, and excuses such
{riviality as he finds on the score of
1ecessity for purposes of identification;
1ind curiously enough demonstrates the
tecessity of resort to trivial circum-
\tances to prove identity even in earth
ife, by engaging an inielligent and
‘earned man to establish his identity to

\ friend who did not know who was

:ommunicating through meauns of the
‘elegraph; in which case - the com-
nunicator néecessarily sought trivial cir-
mstances by which to prove his
dentity in almost exact analogy to
“Yommunicating spirits,
Not the least Inmpértant Is that sec-
lion of the book which deals with, the
sthical import of a belief in, or better

itil]l, a khowledge of, a continued per-).

sonal existence after death; and Splrlt-
palists owe the professor & -debt : of

deepest gratitude for placing before the’

public 'so profound and forcible a pres-
entatlon of the imporiarce of such be-

lief and investigation. A brief quota- i
tion from this discussion' must- sutﬁce.. :

The professor- observes;

tio, right in the present environment,
but-this does not prevent them -from
being:as much- determined by the fu-
ture life, If it be a fact, as they are de-
~termlned‘hy‘to-morrow or next year.
We cannot draw an absolute line of
distinction to indicate - when morality
ceases’ to. command, If we continue to
exist and-to retain our jdentity beyena
the llmltsd af 'bodll;r exist ce.. Our

scientific skeptics toward the phenom-.

. .| that” monumént,”” said Menz.
“Our dutfes may lie, &5 1 think they

moral never, except wlth annihllatlon.
‘The very essence of moral law in our
physical life is that which looks far-
thest ahead. ‘The man who lives only
for to-day {s {rrational and may be &
criminal, He who does not look to the
moriow i8 at least imprudent; and yet
the tallk about our morality bejng de-
‘termined by the present may as well
apply to the present hour or minute as
to the whole of the present life, Indeed
it {8 in a measure true that we have du-

‘ties referring only to the preseni mo-

ment or hour and that do not extend
beyond the moment, But there are
also duties that have to- keep an out
look on the future of the present life
and to reckon with the lapse of time
while conditions remain the same, The
highest prudence and the highest vir

tues are connected with the previsional

spirit and motive, It thercfore only
awaits the proof of a future life to
make {t actually imperative to take it
into the scope of our moral law. -The
retention of personal identity after
death implies the same moral nature
and would carry with it the same.con-
nection of virtue and vice with -such a

being as we would find in {tg-intellectual’

qualities, We are, of course, not to
live only for that futute,-but to apply
the moral law in the present so that its

effects will not conflict with 'the larger

outlook that the cosmos may praovide.”

While Spiritualisni can and will, if
necessary, do §ts work in the world
without the recognftion of sclentific

men and of sclentific bodies, 1t is well

that such men and institutions should
know and acknowledge the truth which
it contains; and Profeseor- Hyslop's

work comes as a substantial recognition

and as @ most valuable aid to the
cause for which the Spiritualist has for
80 many vears 80 conspicuously -and
bravely stood alone., It i manly and
falr, able and convineing, and should be
read by both those "who know - and
those, who wish to know, as also by all
who take any interest whatever in the
subject. - A, M. GRIFFEN.
Chicago, 11

' 8TATUE OF DEVIL. -

Herman Menz, Avowed infidel, Respon-
sible for This Pecullar Action—S8ays
“0ld Nick” 1s His Friend and De-
nounces Bible as a Pack of Lies—In-
fidel Shocks Church People-—~Some
Think Statue to Satan Should Not Be
Allowed to Stand.

H'omo non est Creatlo,
Sed Evolutlo;

Deus non Feécit Hominem,
Sed Homo Fecit Deos.

This Latin lnscrlptlon is on the base
of the monument to Satan, unvetled ip
Detroit this morning.

Translated into English it reads: :

“Man is not created, but is developed.
God did not make map, .but man did
make the gods.”

Residents in the vicinity of Stanton
and McGraw avenue gazed in aston
ishment at a remarkable stone struet-
ure in front of the residence of Her-
man Menz, a coniracting stone mason,
at 308 Stanton avenue, to-day. :

Church-going people living in the
neighborhood are particularly scandal-
ized. Murmurings of indignation are
freely voiced, and corrective measures
are being discussed.

People in’ the neighborhood Inew
that Menz was erecting something, but
bad no idea what it wasg until the can-
vas was thrown off this morning, when
many threw up their hands in horror.

During the summer meetings in Tent.
Evangel, Menz petitioned the common
council to either prohibit religious serv-
ices in tents or else make them pay a
license “like any other humbug show.’
He claims the sound of religious sing-
ing affects his nerves.

Menz is an infidel of the most pro-
nounced type. He is serious about the
matter, and avers that his monument
will stand.

Asked as to why he put up such a
sacrilegious structure, he sald:

“Isn’t it as good as anything else in
the way of an ornament? Would you
have me put the statue of a saint up
there?

“He is my frlend " declared the old
man, pointing to the statue. “He spoke
the llrst and last truth,

Doesn't Believe Bible.

“I do not believe a word in the bible.
It is a pack of lies from beginning té
end, but Old Nick tells the truth.

“They tell you if you dishelieve one
word of the bible you are  damned.
Then I am damned and I will go to
him,” he continued, again pointing to
the statue.

“Didn’'t God tell Adam and Bve in
the garden of: Eddn that they would
die if they ate from the tree of knowl-
edge? Didn’t Satan come and tel!
them they would not die, and didn’t ho
tell the truth?” asked the infidel, was-
ing warmer in defendlng nis unusual
action,

“But why do you erect a monument
{0 Satan?” again asked the reporter.

“Don’t the devil rule the world?” he
replied.

“But I don’t really belleve th#re is a
devil,” he went on. “I am a believer in
the Darwinian theofy as far as man Is
concerned. I was born of nature and
to nature 1 will return.

“If there are such animals as God
and the devil I would prefer to go to
the devil.”

The monument ls quite an elaborate
affair, about 14 féet in height from its
foundatiod ~ to - its crown. Satan i§
shown in Sstooping posture behind a pul:
pit. His infernal majesty is "looking
over -the landscape with a fiendish
glare, with his horns protruding from
the side of his head. . Carved %n the

stone directly in tront is ‘the ‘big, ugly |’

fork with which he is eupposed to prod:
sinners in his fire.

The structure is built os the lot’ llne
alongside of the Menz home, and from
his elevated ‘position Old- Nick has a
commanding. view of the- surrounding
streets aud houses. e

Best Site: ln Clty. SR

“This is the hest slte in the: city ‘for
“He can
see evervthlng gorng on in all drrec-
tlons

¢ Around the neel\ of the statue, when
lt was unveiled, was a ribbon of United
States-flags. -
f“Why ls that - there"",
aslked..
‘ "Becuus\e itisa Yankee devil,” he re-
plled with a twinkle in his eye..” . 'z
*How much did it cost you to‘hulld
the ‘whole thing?” he was asked. "

‘Menz  wasg

. Canlo lu !

I am thapkful, truly thankfu), when tho

; mercury is low,

I have labor and warm clothlng to 1110-

'~ tect me to and fro, .

And have comfort where I labor, and a
bed where I can rest, -

And a bite to eat, and frrendshrp. yes 1
do feel greatly blest.

I am thankful for the kindness- that the

" - world has shown to me; . .

I am thankful that true juettce hae
from prison kept me free;

.- little ache or pain;
I am thankful I am thankful and ehall
thanhtul e'er remaln.

I am thanhtul tor the epaulrlngs that
“my mother offered me;

1 am thankful -I obeyed her and trom
spankings oft went free;

always’ sweet rémain; :
And I know her loving bosom ‘never
heaved for me- ln vain,

It should be a pleaeunt duty tor each
-little mortal man, .

To dlspel the awful- heartachee of his

. fellows when he canj.... .

He ehould ever be quite thanlrtul _he
18 able to perform -

Some good deed for fellow-mortals wlth
@ heart forever warm.

own true vibrant mind,
And be thankful to possess them, and |
attune them to mankiad, .. .
He should smother<down . no goodness
for the fear of coming.want;, |
But be_thanktul for the blessing e'en
through hunger's very hauft, .

’

Canto’ll,
When the howllng wlude of . winter
1. blow the snow with -fearful blast,

Let us all be truly thankful that such
. weather cannot last.

Let us raise our husky voices, not to
. rave and roar and curse,

But. to say that we are thankful that
the weather i3 no worse,

- ' theéprice goes up on silk, .
Let us all he' duly thankful Ior our rags
and bread and milk,
For the evoluting process only comes
when people learn
That the few are pot their owners and
then make a sudden turn,

Let us hnll each day with gladness and
hold high and noble aims;

Christian brother claims;
Let us make each day thanksglvl_ng in
full meaning of the day,

our having passed this way.

Let us also be quite thankful for a sa-
cred day of thought;

For a day of retrospection o'er the past
and what it brought.

Let us edch give thanks to-others who
are friends and helpers here,

And no God of love will chide us when
we find another sphere.

Let the Christians worsalp turkeys, and
the turkeys worship them;

Let each sing to the Jehovah of 4 Royal
Diadem,

But the thoughtful should keep thinking
of the good that he can do

Ere he pagses from the mortal to the
spheresg beyond the blue.. .

E'en the turkevs should be thankful

had to have that carved.” :

“How much did that cost you?”

“It was a labor of love and one of
my friends did it,” he said. .

Beneath the monument Menz has a
good-sized workshop, where -he does
his stone cutting, while overhead lead-
ing to the statue itself the structure is
laid out something similar to the Hurl-
but memorial at the water works, only
not on such an extensive or expensive

scale.

“Next spring the monument will be
more attractive,” said Menz, "I have
about 200 buds stored away and I will
have the whole thing decorated with
flowers.”

While the neighbors and passershv
gaped In wonder at the remarkable
piece of architecture ' this morning;
none of them molested it and. the old
man said he was not afraid of being
bothered. He said, however, that
school hoys pestered him a littlé to-day.

“The old women are the only ones
saying anything about it,” he said.

This peculiar man-was born in Ger-

many but has lived in Detroit 21 years.
He says hig parents were infidels be-
fore him and that his ~ wife and two
daughters, who live with hlm, have the
same belief, - -
- He-gays he built the house he lives
in with his own hands. It-bears some
striking reminders of his odd charac-
teristies, being decorated on the out-
side with fierce looking lions’ heads and
images of strange belngs. . .

On the lot adjoining the house,
Menz, who speaks with a strong. Ger-
man accent, has planted cabbages and
other garden truck. Heé wag hard at
work hoeing. when the reporter ‘called
this morning.

“Do you think you wrll ever change
your belief?” he was asked.

“No, never. I know I am right and I
will die the way I eel now,” he sald,

Asked if he had been prosperous all ||

ing that he had lost'large sums in the
upper peninsula years ago. He. ap-
pears contented with ‘his-lot ‘now and
takes extreme pleasure in- his monu-
ment, which he says is- nn ornament to
the nerghhorhood

friends was there to.assist: him in the
.cereraony, but on account ‘of. "the rain
the function was postponed until. thig
morning.and, there were 1o ceremonies.
—-Detrort (Mlch) News. SNl

A Boy and the Lord’s 8upper. ..

i When about three years old,' Edward
Potter attended, for thie first-time, a
‘communion service.

get, and was informed that it -wds -the
Lord’s supper.” During the. serivice -he [,
fell asleép, .- When he awoke he imme-
‘diately glanced - toward - the table,
“Mamma,” he sald, “has.the Lord had
his eupper yet"”—-—Boston Hereld

@bankeglvfng 'Zl',bo ugbte,

l am thankful I am healthy and with |

I can feel those mother kissés that will:

He should sweeten all the echoee of his :

-1 But must- warn him '

When the meat trust raises’ prlcee andv

Let us be the real brother that the

And the world will be made better by

up except the statue of the devil, but 1.

his life, he replied in the negative, say--

It was his intention to ‘unveil the’
statue last Sunday and a party of his |

With. childish cu::
rlosity he. inquired why .the ‘tablé was|

: That they eet . day ;:or. teaetlng and

“for sderificial ghow;

‘And the fattest and’ the:plumpestehould
be thiankful to.thy cate, -
‘For:while others EIVé" some pleasure

they can give juet so much more.

But I'd ‘bate-to Peia fur, ,ey in this

* mighty- Chrlatlanl d,
Where the .preachiers reafl “the 'bible
with a-hatchet cloig at hand;

; Where a day. is named fox people to be

‘thankful once a Yegpr,
And to kill the yattéd turfeys when as
' gltte they may appear.

Canto Ill.——From Turkby Heaven, *

Oh, heheaded, llteleee hody,
Since we parted, -you:ahd I.

I have found a land ‘Wwhere turkeys
For the Chrlstlane never die, -

1 have found a lund where Savlore
Are a useless sort of {hing,

‘And the greedy earthly’ Christians
‘Have conditions thet they bring.

It is not the ax that seve d .
You and I that Justice: finds, L

But the Christlay who, Wil murder
For upliftment” otfthe minds;

1 just winked ‘my eyanp it him,
-As my head lay. on.: theéFod

To remind him I would theet him,
- At-the thrpne of-Naturel§ God.

And 1'now, can win "d A6t him,
"And can thank hiff forlthe blow,

That released. my, humbldspizit
Ere-my rightful tlme t BO.

1 have naught myself a inst him,
And shall always wleh im, well,

ingt the horrors

Of his own projec d hell

‘While he builds the hells for sinners

. And for-gelf the manslons bright,

Theré are- many sing: ln eplrlt that
On earth ng'er come 10’ ught

There are fow remalnlngtspotleea
When examined at:the bdr,

And though preacher or: his hearers,
All are mepsured g8 they are,

Though the hatchet of a preacher
Fel) upon my mértal'fieck,

It did not behead my: gpl t,
Though my formlig made A wreck.

T

Yes, I'll watch for bim g little,
"Round the doorway: :pnd the gate,

And I'l! wink down thgre npon him
As he wrestles with: 'ﬁld Fate.

No, I've nothing lald alnet hlm
Though 1 laid for-hi} qn earth
For qld Nature has no-m sure
Only people’s own. true y/orf;h

Now, good Chrletlans “hegp on thanl-

Ae the lorde of- all th}e and
But. remember .{here'sis uture,
-Wherg true Justice n;ahes Jemand.

1 deoewed none with- g g‘”sermona
‘While upon the eartily ‘plane,

I oppressed not any bélhe
Nor exglted them; lliayn@

1t J true I knew no bible*
And no. Savior bothered me,
I just lived for other beings
On thelr hosprtallty.

Asa llvlng belng, Nature
Chose’ to fashion me & fowl, -
And perhaps I should be thanldul
That T wasn’t made an owl

My earth form was rendered useful
For the appetite-of mar,

And who knows but hé le highest
In the evoluting plan. :

that the Christians love them so | T, WILKINS,
‘ "TO You.

—— -

' You do not love me?s Well, then, per-

haps
It is because you do not l ow me.
‘Whoever you are, wher,ever Fou may be,
Tf you could stand Qegidq,me this day
And, lodking in upon my /brain
Read there the. lotty ntiments and
grand .
That. forever formulate themeelvea
Into messages of lovel and hope, and
raise
That flash ke llvlng lﬂre along the
wires -
Of my being for every. llving thing,
You would understang and love me.

1f,vou could ett beslde me to-day
As I ponder the woes of the world,
And, tureing the tablets of my- heart
Read thereon ~the eorrpw, ‘the sadness,
The indescribable sadiiegs I feel -
For tl;e oppressed - and eullerlng mill-
ons,
See how the pains of eh.ch man, woman
and child
In the great slave markets of the world
Pierce my heart and leav‘e thelr traces
) there,
How their woes becom{; u{y ;burdens,
How tle tragedies of:thelr pitiful lives
Like {umultuous waves’o’erwhelm me,
How the ery of the lit{le, ehlldren .
Rings through the corrldore ,of my soul
And reverberates from peak to peak,.
From crag to cragr and‘up, and the val-

ley!

Of the perdltlon where Lstruggled with
the strugglers &5

In a fierce contest-fgr ‘éxigtence,

It you could so réad; you‘wonla at least

guigh,’ ’
Tho Calvarya I’ve cl_h_n ,,-the Geth-

semanes kndw‘n.

The stdfms . Ive 'bulf”tedx apd battles .

[ fou ht v v

See the une’ that"
mountaing of: deg

The fowers that’ hav&iadedland fallen

" from my hand,” {

The unmerked graves; wheae lle my
- buried hopes, ' «r

The. wreclrs and’ rulm;\ot t@e eastles I

- have built, """

‘The seas where. m| nl;lps gave gone

The conﬂagraﬁon;
I were consumkdz

Wlﬁch my joys

- You would lmow “ne’ lietter, and would

1

' Again, ({i vou- could’ End beside me
ay. 5 va ..
A.nd look with: e, dyt's
i scapes.of fyturRyy
See, 8a'l.do, the’ sun
i derkness
To light & gloriong.s
The’ flowers hurs
.bloom,"; .
The. reeurreetlon mornw‘ ,
- ‘hopes,. - -

The peaceful porte whelg my ehips lle
anchored,

')Ver the land-

b* ernal day, .
nﬁ luﬁo beauty end

¥ TThe man who' overestlmatea the tool-: S
. ishness of ‘others is himself . the b t-
14 . ] o~ .

NATURE OR GOD.,

Some Reflections Thereon, In Connec-
tion With Rolnts of Light,

To the Fdltor —In a recent leque of
your paper, T. F\. Lee of Lakeport, Cal,,
deseribes radiating points of light (life
entities) which he sees in the atmos-
‘phere and asks who has a similar sense’
of sight, I have often observed these
innumerable, radiating, scintillating
points or mista of light, surrounding
not only myself bjt everybody and ev-
erything. - These tiny mists of light are
everywhere; the alr s filled with
them, but until I read his article I had
.never heard -of anyone else seelng
"them, and like him, I had no idea what
they were until I was enlightened by
the spirit helpers, They tell me these
tiny, and to moit persong invisible,
points of continually waving, changing,
twinkling, scintillating light are life, or
the ‘gource from whence originates all
Individualized life.

This is what they declare Is Nature
or QGod, omnipresent,. everpresent
which is that infinite, lncomprehenelhle
subtle, powerful something which the
finite mind of man has never been able
to grasp or define, This ig the source
of that.so-called Invisible Presence, In-
finite Intelligence, All Power, or won-
derful presence-which . we have been
taught to designate as the Creator of
all things, sometinies called the Great
Oversoul;. 'of which:mén as well as ev-
erything ‘else {5 a palt .

‘We say so-called invisible, because, to
most of earth’s childrén’this is an in-
visible quantity, while to others there is
nothing invisible about it. -

These game spirit- belpers declare
that Nature and God are one and the
same thing; saying that what most peo-
ple call pature is only the effect or
manifestation thereof.
jit is the proper understanding of and
the proper use, not abuge™of that in-
dweiling Nature within ourselves which
cnable us to distinguishi between right
and wrong, and according es we our-
selves cultivate our own individual na-
ture by our dally lives for high or low
purposes will' we ourselves establish
our own destiny, and whether that des-
tiny leads us to happiness or misery de-
pends entirely. upon ourselves, each hu-
,man soul being-responsible for its own
‘omisslons and. commissions,

Therefore all are respunsible to their
own souls for whatever they draw to or
thrust from. themselves.- Life being
made up of thoughts, words and acts, it
naturally follows that each one {8 per-
sonally responsible for the same.

- The highest manifestation of Nature
teing manhln'd .therefore when we

Behold the sunehlne and the shower;
The mighty stream or tiny rill;

The Opening bud or blooming ﬂower
-'The mountain peak or lowly hill;

Thé ddawnof day or twilight hour;
The etream from whlcn we drink our

The ocean depthe or, ekl s which tower
O'er, pe]autenue landaca €8 -E'eft our

Dame- - Nature guldes by our soule
r power,. - .

This is only the manifestation of Na-
ture or God, but the God principle re--
mains unexplored That invineible, in-
comprehensible, inconceivable, pon-un-
‘derstandable somethlug which we are
rot able to grdsp, fathiom or explain,
Nature and its principles, when under-
Btood- by man, then wlll God be under-
stood.

Thus 4t is that Nature’s laws and
God's laws are one and the same thing.
The life germ within every living thing
is the God principle or the Nature prin-
ciple, for God is life and life is Nature
within. Thug-Nature’s. God's laws are
tbe laws of.ilie universe, not only is
this true,” but Nature's laws formed,
not created, the universe.

Thus we find that by properly com-
bining or uniting these life entitles or
radiating points of light according to
Nature’s laws in regard thereto, all
hl;’lngs are formed and endowed with

e.

Therefore we can Bee why it ig that
Nature's laws must invariably be com-
plied with in order not only to form all
things but to propagate all things.
Hence we can easlly understand how
death, so-called, is only an event in life,
ora broader expreealon and higher €x-
tension of the life germ or God prlncl-
rle within us. -

If we accept this versien of the ques-
tion we can readily understand how it
Is that God is all and in all; also how
God forms all things and how nothing
can be formed without him—or rather,
It .would be more appropriate.

Ingtead”of Spiritualists calling thelr
socleties churches, and trying to ape
the creeds -and: dogmas that have been
the curse of the human race for cento-
ries, and instead of a few trying to for-
mulate a code of laws whereby they
think to rule some, and exempt others
from existing laws, it scems to me that
Naturalists would be a more honest
name gnd would it them much better.
. For my nart I-want neither church,
creed nor dogma attached to my Spirit-
ualism. The name as it {8 suits me
quite well enough, but, if we get where
we hre ashamed-to own the name of
Qplrltuallst, for. pity's sake let us
adopt some intelligent name. Instead
of trying to stand forth before the
world as some creed-bound, hampered
sect,. let us utilize our. means, energy
and time in declaring to earth’s people
the great.truths and undérlying princi-
- ples “of Spiritualism by teaching them
the superiority of = Spiritualism over
any and all creeds known to earth.

MAGGIE NORTON.
_Springﬂeld Mo. :

My joys that leaped unmarred from the

" furious flames, "

lf you could behold the hrlght mouutaln

of:resolve . ettt

Whereon I:have reared an altar and
placed myself " :

A llvlng sacrifice to humain good :

(Unselﬁshly, it unselﬁshnees to: mortal

%" be possible)

“If you could see and know this ag 1 do,

Feel the strong motives that move me,-

You would rejoice with me in’ fellow-
ship and good will,.

Clasp my hand in the warm trlendship
I crave;

‘Press me:to vour hosom in eympathy

.- .. and blessing, -

lee me that whleh I'am l'reely glvlng

: you
’ And for which I so much long from you
-LOVE.

LAURA B: PAYNE,

1+ ‘Potlenoe is thebsup‘port 6: weakness; -
Impatience is° the rulu ot strength —
Colton. = .»; -

Where love ls there lsrno lahor, and
-be: ]

‘They say that |

but 1 could. rarely . spare . the - time,
‘Whinevet 1-did 5o there Wwould. be Bome

, ’l‘hoagbf ﬂ,e Sol\)enl or Her Problems.mspllQlTUALISﬁm
‘%

.

The -Truth About, Him, by One Who
i Knows.

—————

I have known Dr. Henry Slade for
forty years. - My acquaintance beganin
this way: I was practicing medicine in
IBast Saglnaw and went to New York
for a course in the hospitals, At this
time I wasg not a Spiritualist, but had
done some investigating. Two or-three
days before I left Saginaw for New
York, I was in Dr. Volland's office,
whose home was in Ann Arbor, He was
not practicing medicine at East Sagi-
new, being engaged in the manufacture
of brick at that time. He sald to me:
"1 wigh you could see my wife,” and
went on to tell me how she was suffer-
ing #jrul: the nature of her disease. 1
gaveihim a prescription for her.

‘While {in New York I one day started
to find Dr. Slade’s residence which was
at that time on Thirty-fifth street,
where he was paying three hundred
dollars a month rent. Having made a
mistake in the street car, I had to walk
quite a distance. On reaching his house
1 inquired of Mr. Simmons, at that time
his manager, for Dr. Slade, and was
told that I could not see him that even-
ing, a8 he was dressing for an enter-
tainment., He was to receive Mr. S8hep-
pard, a great musical medium, who had

‘Just returned from Europe where he

had played before all the courts of the
old world,

1 agked the privilege of resting a
short time, and while doing so0 Dr.
Slade came through the room on his
way to the parlor, dressed in Indfan at-
tire and controlied by his Indlan guide,
OwosB0.

~He spoke to me, saying, “I have seen
you before; 1 know you.”

I replied that it was not true or pos-

sible that he knew me.
- He said: “Yes, I saw you in Dr, Vol-
land’s office in Bast Saginaw, Mich,,”
and gave the day and hour. *“You pre-
seribed for his squaw. I want you to
stay, enjoy the evening, and stay with
my chief. He needs your magnetism,
your life, and you can do him great
good.”

I did stay and heard some of the most
remarkable music of my life, through
the instrument and medium Sheppard,
who was said to be controlled by the
masters of the ages.

At time for retiring I went with Dr.
Slade to his room, located on third
floor. On passing through the hall,
which wag dimly lighted, he would
catch hold of -me, and trembling all
over he would beg me not to let them
get hold of him. He would cling to me
like a frightened child and say, “Don't
let them catch me; Doctor, don’t let
them get hold of me.” In all my expe-
rience as a medical man, and 1 have ex-
amined thousands, I have never met so
gensitive, so easily affected 80 psychlc
a shbject .

Affer retiring, when he was sound
jasleep, the chalrs and lable and other
‘furnitiite, “Wwould’ ‘move around’ the
room. The covering was repeatedly
takén from the bed and tossed upon the
floor. Spirit hands would touch both of
us and loud raps would come on the
bedstead, walls and furniture.

During the night he woke under con-
trol and talked to me several times,
and in the early morning he awoke un-
der Indian control and told me to now
go and-leave his medium, as he had lots
of work for him to do that day.

Many years after this he came to De-
troit where I was living at that time
and called at my office. He wanted a
large table to use in his rodm at the
hotel, and 1 sent my son out to & near-
by furniture store to borrow one ' for
him.

In the evening I called to see him so-
clally, with others, and soon there were
raps coming on the walls and furniture.
He offered to try and get something for
us. Sald he did not know as he could
get anything but would like to try. We
took two clean slates with a bit of pen-
cil between them, held them under the
table, closed, and soon there was the
sound of writing. -When finished there
was a loud rap and upon opening them
there was a communication from my
friends in spirit life with all the per-
sonal peculiarities of penmanship and
thought. Then we held the slates
high up, nearly level with our shoul-
ders, between Dr. Slade and myself,
and gecured the same results. Some
time after this my son went to him and
under test conditions received a com-
munication from his grandfather, my
father, concerning his last gift to him,
riade while on his deathbed.

In every case of slate-writing with
Dr. Slade that I ever witnessed, the so-
called expose of Dr. Lankaster would
have been impossible, and in every case
Slade himself alone, unaided by some
force invisible and outside of himself,
could not have produced these things.

This was the last that I saw of Dr.
Slade until about six years ago, when
some friends of mine found him in a
hotel in Kalamazbo, Mich,, partially
paralyzed, and a victim to both liquor
and morphine. I took him into my
sanitarium and did all I could for him.
Built up his poor wrecked nervous sys-
tem and improved his health greatly,
but he was very restless under the re-
straint of sanitarium life, and after a
few months he left and was under the
care of others who trled to have him
go back to his old work.

After a time,; about a year, I received
an inquiry from the N. S, A., as to what
I would take Dr. Slade for into the San-
itarium and care for him for the rest
of his life. I offered to take him and
care for him at just one-half the usual
price, or in other words I offered to
take him or anyone else that the Na-
tional was assisting and care for them
at half price, thus giving alone an
amount ¥qual to the. amount given by
the goclety. This pledge I also made
through the Spiritualist press and is
still good.

.1 sent my house physlclan, Dr. Wood-

*rutr to Grand Rapids, and brought Dr.
‘Slade home where I cared for him un-

til' he passed.out. He was not insane,
but like all paralyzed cases, his mind

- and memory was seriously affected, and

be gradually sank into a eondltlon of
gsenile dementia.: This made him' irri-
table and restless and for the last two
years a great. care, as all such cases al-
ways are.

Flnally a second shock to the left
side brought the end, and the impris-
oned spirit was relensed ‘which he so
much longed for and so patiently wait-
¢d and praved for. “Now I wish
épeak for hyu even in.this broken con-
dition, for. ks friends did.. not  desert
him " nor:leae him .alone to pass the

| birth to e higher life unattended. Many

‘Hmes he would.want me-to sit. with him

to { ment..

results, The last time, ' about nlne
months ago, his hands were too feeble
to hold the siates, so they were closed,
with a small plece of pencil between
and placed under my feet, with Dr,
Blade some ten feet away, and both
slates were covered with a long mes-
gage to me concerning him, thanking
me and the National for what. we were
doing for him, and saying that scon he
would be with them and no longer a
care to earth frionds.”  Now I know that
the slates were clean, were closed, and
that the bit of pencll was the ordinary
slate pencll, yet the writing was Slade’s
own penmanship with all the personal
peculiarity of his paralysis. He did
not handle the slates, and the writing
took place under my own feet some dis-
tance from him, yet some would say,
fraud. I know thbat it was not fraud,
but that his life-long guides, Dr. Davis
and some obe elge, had been so0 long
with him that they were one in spirit,
thought and action, even to the wrltlng

T.ast Christmas we had a Christmas
tree and after a short address by my-
self I reached and took his hands in
mine and in a moment he was en-
tranced and gave a beautiful invoca-
tion and inspirational address, in a nat-
ural full free voice with no hint of par-
alysis, dementla or decay, Burely this
shows that the spirit never grows old or
sick or weary. 1t is only the house
that decays.

It iz to be regrelted that Dr. Slade
ever yielded to external conditions, en-
vironments, or habits that wrecked his
body and impaired his usefulness, but
he is not the only one that has fallen
by the wayslde for the want of true
spirituality, for the lack ot self-unfold-
menti, or true religion.

If all mediums, if all Spiritualists,
would and could realize the great truth
that phenomena, knowledge of spirit re-
turn, could not and did not of itself
save them, teach them, or help them to
life resplendent, but that it was alone
attained by lofty ideals,.daily spiritual
growth, each day bringing us more and
more truly “in tune with the infinite.”

With the mastery of mind over mat-
ter, of spirit over flesh, rendering our
genses not our masters but our slaves,
mediumship would grow more and
more beautiful, the body more holy and
healthy, and the mind clear and active
down to the sunset. If more time was
spent by our teachers and spiritual pa-
pers In teaching the beauties and possi-
bilities of mediumship, the sacredness
of our philosophy which means a relig-
ion that surpasses all others, then no
mediums would be called upon to walk
through the spiritual hell which Dr.,
Slade experienced the first three years
he was with me, and how long before
that I know not. He had to learn to
live without sense indulgence of any
kind. but the last year he was more
calm, more restful, and passed out bet-
ter flited for a higher plane of living.

No one but myself can appreciate
fully what the help recetved from.the
N: 8. A. meant to Dr. Slade. Had it
not been for them he would bave lin-
gered in some county house and at
death filled a pauper's grave. Great
was the work done by them for his soul
and body. He had quiet burial services
in the Sanitarium parlors, at which
Mrs. Dunham spoke appropriate words,
flowers which he loved covered his
casket, and he was laid to rest in the
pretty little country cemetery in sight
of the place that was his last home,

The N. S. A. paid all of his funeral
expenses—and now I would like to ask
how many of our people are willing to
give a little toward marking his last
resting place with a small stone. 1t
does not seem right that one of our
most noted mediums should rest in an
unknown and unmarked grave. Send
your contributlons for Lhis purpose to
Mrs. Mary T. Longley, 600 Pennsyl-
vania avenue S. E., Washlngton, D. C,
or to Andrew B. Spinney, M. D., Beld-
ing, Mich

The list of contributions wrll be pub-
lished from time to tlme untll enough
bas been secured.

ANDREW B. SPINNEY M. D.

Belding, Mich. :

THE GLOWING 'LIGHT.

High on the mouuntain ot glory  we
stand,

Breathing the dir of the ‘heavenly land;

Angelic ‘spirits, in-glistening sheen,

Greet us: as visitors from the Unseen.

Tabor's fair summlt ln eoronal light,
Beams: with . a. glory eﬁulgent and
. bright;
Moved by love’s: suaslou,
sweet, : §
Spirits end mortals ln harmouy meet.

Over Earth’s sadness the hght shines

in - unison

afar— "

Radiant splendor “of Hopes glowing
star,’

Bringing - the promlse of heavenly
dawn

After the nrght of the mortal ls ‘gone.

Sweet is the  message the visitors
bring,: "t
Maklng the souls of the mourners to

mg;
Plantlng sweet joy in
dened breast, .
Filling the splrlt wlth gladness and

the . grief-bur-

rest.

O the pure glory that glows on that
height—

Death is not death. in that lifegiving
light,

Glowing, diﬁusive, ‘through Heavens
wide door,

Prophet and presage of life evermore.

Why should the mortal’ in': weakness
complain, )
Sigh o'er life’s sorrows, its troubles and
pain? )
The light from the mount, as a heav-
enly guest,
Brings peace to the heart, to the weary,
sweet rest.
) JAS. C. UNDERHILL
Hammongd, Ind,

With good luck one can accomplish
anything, but good luck is just one of
the things that cannot be arranged for,
even by the- clevereet people.——Frank-
fort Moore.

. All things ars artlﬂclal for pature ls :
the art-of God.—Sir Thomae Browne B
Adam invented all the’ dltterent ways .
in which a young man can make a fool -

of himself.—G. H. Lorimer. |
Every wrong brings .its own puuish-

quently leaves it at the wrong house —
Barry Pain. .

Few men’..afnl, but all, have Opln- '

ions.—Berkeley. © -
The greatest events dawn with no

08k

No 836 - =

Dro enry Sﬂedeo

1t may be added that' it fre- ~

moré noisc than the morning  stay .-
inorlst Beech AR :
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TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. -
The price of The Progressive Thinker
per year to forejgn cowtrles is $2,

'

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1905,

WORDS OF CAUTION.

.You should not send money In a let-
ter. You may do 8o a dozen times safoe
ly, and then the next remittance may
be lost or stolen. Secure a postal order
for five cents, and th:n you are per
foctly safe, and will save yourself an-
woyance and trouble. : .

SOMETHING YOU SHOULD HAVE.
1t Will Only Cost You Eight Cents,
Reports in pamphlet form of the last

N. 5. A. Convention are for sale at 600

Pennsylvania avenue 8. E., W'ashingto_n,

D. C, at eight cents each, postpaid, or

seventy cents per dozen. Every Spirit-

ualist should send for one,  Address

Mary T. Longley, Secretary.

Our New Postoffice,

It is a delusion, a confusion and &
snare! And there s a kick on all
sides in reference to it.

All second-clags matter 18 delivered
at the chutes in Dearborn street, where
each bag of mail is dropped about ten
feet, striking the bottom of the shaft
with more or less force according to its
weight; then it i8 thrown ona *‘hopper”
and carried to another story where it is

subjected to another drop of about ten |

feet. Here the operators take the sack
in charge and deliver it to the “throw-
érs.” If in its transition from the base-
ment to the floor above it should happen
that any part of the sack or mail mat-
ter protrudes over the hopper, the part
thus exposed is caught between the ma-
chinery and the whole thing is ground
into an unrecognizable mass, and in con-
-sequence the papers thus mutilated
never reach their destination. Where
there are several large packages in one
sack, it matters not how securely they
are tied, or how carefully and firmly
- wrapped, they are sure to be more or

- . less damaged by the baggage-smashing

methods employed in the handling of
this class of mail matter. The Regan
Printing House, one of the largest in
the city, says:

“We have been in the printing busi-
ness for more than {wenty-five years
and are free to confess that during the
last three weeks we have had more
complaints in regard to this matter
than we have had during the quarter of
a century it has been our pleasure and
privilege to cater to the publisher’s
wants. In view of the conditions stated
above, we are bending our best efforts
to obviate as far as possible the liabil-
ity of the packages of mail matter that
go out from our institution to break
open, by the exercise of more than ordi-
nary care in our mailing department,
hut we fear, that until the present con-
ditions are changed or modified at the
postoffice, we cannot successfully cope
against the wholesale slaughter of mail
matter.”

Complaints without number have
been made to the postofice department,
and no doubt the evil will be remedied
goon. In the mean time those -who do
not receive the paper; should send. us
a postal card at once, giving date and
number desired, and the missing .cop
will be supplied at once, = . .

Sage Brush Philosophy Almed at Mr.
: Cleveland.

Sage Brush - Philosophy, edited by
“Bill Barlow,” and published at Doug-
les, Wyoming, devotes several pages of
its November issue to the discusion of
Mr. Cleveland's recent article on  wo-
man suffrage. The whole thing is
characteristically original and funny
and the closing paragraphs are well
worth guoting. They are as follows:

“Anent the benefits of woman suf-
frage, they may be summed up in the
statment that she purifies politics.
Though an enthusiastic partisan, she
simply will not vote for a notoriously
dishonest or immoral man if she knows
{t. Every convention is largely domi-
nated by this fact—the possibility of in-
fluencing the woman vote is always con-
sidered when selecting nominees—the
which means better men, and cleaner
and more honest methods of nomina-
tion. But it is not because of this fact
that we of Wyoming favor woman suf-
frage—rather upon the broad platform
of right and justice to one who is our
mental if not our physical equal. Wo-
man has outgrown the chivalric protec-
tion of the serf. She can vote and still
be sweetheart, wife and mother. We
shelved theory twenty-five years ago,
and have been up against the real
thing since. We know.

“Give her the ballot, you down-east
ducks. Never mind, Grover; he's got &
grouch, and is overage, anyway.”

A Step Forward in Catholicism,
- News from Rome gays Pope Plus X.
has just issued an order to bishops all

over the world, to compel all candidates |

for holy orders to pass an examination,
and learn of their fitness to discharge
holy duties. This is an innovation and
would portend hope did we not know
the “fitness” desired is ability to com-
pete with Protestant divines, The cur
riculum of all denominations to fit for
. the ministry is very limited. Science,
- real knowledge, is not a requirement
* for a priest. Indeed, most of the
. schoolg where the-clerics -are educated
- aro known.as seminaries, that s in
. fact schools of limited education. The-

.." "~ ologleal - seminaries! teath. -theology,
o+ -Biblical” literature, ecclesiastical : his
- .- tory, and. little clse: - Iis mission :is. to

- make half-educated preachers;.of- which:

thiere are-quite too many already

E PROGRESSIVE THINGER|

Joamof Arc and the Volces. .
Last week we gave the readers’ a
brief account of splrit volces heard by
Socrates more than 400 years before our
era, But these were not the anly spirit
voices which the historfans have res
lated, and which possess absorbing in-
terest when viewed in the light of mod-

"ern revelations,

The story of Joan of Arc is a wonder-

ful conflrmation of . spirit , intercourse
with mortals. She was born at Dom-
remy, France, in 1412. TUneducated,
save in domestic duties, when about
thirteen years of age she saw g flash of
light, and heard an unearthly voice bid-
ding her to be modest and diligent in
her religious duties,
- A war was pending between England
and France, and the former were every-
where victorlous. King Charles seemed
powerless In the contest, He had not
yet been crowned, and the throne was
nearly lost to him. .

‘When but fifieen years of age the
“volces” told Joan to go and fight for
the Dauphin, promising her she should
be victor, She donned masle attire,
with much difficu}ty reached the prince,
told him her simple story, was inter-
viewed and opposed by the priests; but
she was finally given commanad of the
French army, first telling the king
aside of a circumstance he supposed
only known to himself.

The priesis demanded a miracle to
prove she was inspired. She replied:
“T have not come to Polters to work
signs or miracles. My sign will be the
raising of the siege of Orleans. Give
me men-of-arms, few or many, and I
will lead them to victory.”

Joan told where a sword was con-
cealed in the cathedral, and demanded
it for service. It was found as de-
seribed and was given to her.

Kvery word of that woanderful history
is replete with interest, and deserves a
careful reading, but our purpose is only
to relate the simple fact that “voices,”
simllar to those which directed Socra-
tes, guided Joan, and led ker on to vie-
tory. The English were subdued,
Charles was crowned at Rheims, July
17, 1429, While leading her forces to
expel the English from Compeigne, at
firat successfyl, but having a bridge to
cross, and remaining in the rear to
cover a retreat, If necessary, the gates
were suddenly closed before her, and
she was captured by the enemy. The
poor girl was sold to John of Luxem-
bourg, for 16,000 francs. A prisoner
for a time; then, at the instigation of
Cardinal Winchester, she was charged
with being a witch and a sorceress, and,
on the order of the Vicar of the Inquisi-
tion, was removed to Rouen. With
threats of torture she firmly adhered to
her account of the “voices.” Placed in
the tower, watched by her keepers, se-
verely ill, and subjected to all manner
of indignities, Joan declared an angel
visited her to strengthen her in the
night.

Placed on a cart, accompanied by
priests, and surrounded by an English
guard of 800 who were armed with
sword and lance, Joan was conveyed to
the scaffold, on which a throne was
placed for the Cardinal. She was then
exhorted to recant all she had said
about the voices and of angels. But
she earnestly rejected their demands.
With the stake before lher, the fagots
piled around, the torch ready to light
the flame, the guards waiting to bind
her to the stake, and damnable vriests
on efther hand, and her !ife by burning
contingent on her answer, she .de-
clared:

“THOUGH YOU SHOULD TEAR
OFF MY LIMBS, AND PLUCK MY
SOUL FROM MY BODY, I WOULD
SAY NOTHING ELSE THAN I HAVE
ALREADY TOLD YOU.”

Brave girl! Noble words! She
vofced the wishes of the immortals. On
May 30, 1431, Joan of Arc was burned
at the stake, in obedience to Bible
teaching, s command of “the Lord”:
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.”

Most 600 years have gone by and the
Pope of Rome has canonized Joan of
Arc as a saint! No act of priest or
pope can efface the infamy justly due
the church for {ts crimé¢s against hu-
manity and the spirit world.

Prayer Was of No Avail.

Was not that a test of prayer, the
protracted war between Russla and
Japan? On the one side was a power-
ful - Christian nation, dominating one-
fifth of the world’s domain. “Her wealth
and resources seemed unlimited. Her
population was more than three times
greater than that of Japan. In the field
and ‘on ship-hoard religious. services
were carried on, and appeals through
chaplains were made to the Supreme
tor aid in the beginning and during ev-
ery battle. .

Opposed to these forces supposed to
he aided by God, was a nation of dimin-
utive people just emerging from bar-
barism. They had no chaplains, wor-
shiped - no God, loved Buddha and
adored their ancestors. . They met their
godly enemies in deadly strife, both on
land and on sea, and were uniformly
victors.
ers of their enemies and aided in the
strife he, too, suffered numberless de-
feats.

Our own opinion {s, the invisible pow-
ers took no more Interest in the strife
than they would had the contestants
been denizens of an ant hill. If, however,
assistance came trom without the
adored ancestors of the Japs were more
than a match for the feeble aid ren-
dered ths Russ.

Is It a Religious Trust?

A general conference of the various
Christian denominations of Protestants,
to the number of thirty, 18 in sessfon in
New York as we write, their ostensible
purpose to unify, and bring all together
in a common cause.

If the motive is to elevate humanity,
to establish better morals, & purer
faith, greater good, and break down the

to divide the people into clans to antag-
onize each other, then The Progressive
‘Thinker will cheerfully extend to them
the glad hand. If, on the contrary, it is
the purpose to reanimate and strength-
en“obsolete and worn-out creeds, to in-
creage sectarian intolerance, to revive

those whom they brand -as heretics;
then we ean only view their movement
‘e8 a sort of trust, to magnify their own

-expense of the general good, -to revive
‘the doctrine of bate so forcibly taught
by the muaster, -and so cruelly practiced
Lefore the church was: divided. - In di-
.vision- the world has prospered, intelli-

L.

“Power corrupts whatf_erer it tonghes.”

By

If God responded to the pray-

barriers which superstition hag erected’

the feuds of & former generation against.

‘importance, to build.up creeds at the

:gence has.advanced, the humble: have |:
:been. protected, and. ‘the . great . have
{been- socure-in- their rights:* Bnthrone:
seny- sect,. or ‘any- combinetion’ of -sects;:
‘liberty. wanes, and ‘is-finally-paralyzed;:

. Psalmody. < .S

A psalmody convention of the United |,

Presbyterlan church has been In ses-
sfon in Chicago recently, This partic-
ular branch of Presbyterlanism-is ad-
dicted to the singing of  metrical - ver-
slons of the Psaln?u, in religious serv-
fces, In their “metrieal’ *arrdngement
{hey are very queer compositions,' not
to say, oftentimes positively ridiculous.
But to the devout worshipers they .are
regarded as having a’ sanctity closely
alongside the bible itself. .

At the convention the Rev. W, A.'Pat-
terson severely criticised the famous
hymn; “Lead, Kindly Light,”  As good
& reply as we have seen in print is the
following from the Chicago Chronicle,
which is especially commendable from
a Christian point of view: ’

If the psalmody convention of the
United Presbyterian church now in ses-
slon here has nothing botter to do than
to ridicule and denounce Cardinal New-
man's celebrated hymn, “Lead, Kindly
Light,” it would better adjourn at once
before it brings itself into universal
contempt. T .

One of the criteria given of an in-
spired coniposition is that “it finds me,”
and this hymn has “found” more human
hearts than glmost any other that has
ever been writlen, Though written by
a man who afterward became a Roman
Catholle—a, circumstance which might
reasonably be expected to make it un-
ropular among some Protestants—it i8
found in every Protestant hymn book
and in every Protestant Leart. No mod-
ern hymnbook would be complete with-
out it, Yet this is the hymn of which
Rev. W. A. Patterson in delivering the
opening address of the convention said:
“It might iean anything, Christian,
Pantheist or Buddhist.”

In the invidious sense in which it was
made this remark is absolutely false,
but in-a commendatory sense it is finely
true. The very soul of all religion is
dependence on God and particularly a
sense of the dlvine providence and
leadership. This sublime and comfort-
ing article of the Christian faith under-
Yes the faith of the Pantheist, the Bud-
dhist and the Mohammedan and is the
foundation stone of every religion that
i worthy of the namae. ’

This is no disparagement to it. On
the contrary, it ig {ts greatest praise.
It is really inspiring when one sings a
psalm to koow that universal humanity
and—if the stars are inhabited—then
the whole stellar universe is ready to
sing a joyful “amen” to it. That is
singing that is worth while.

The animus of Mr. Patterson’s criti-
cism les in the fact that he and his
people believe that Christian psalmody
should be confined to metrical versions
of the psalms of David. This is of it-
self an extremely illogical principle, in-
as much as they do not believe in con-
fining modern prayers, sermons, poetry
and history to those of the scriptures,
but even on their own ground the hymn
“Lead, Kindly Light,” is especially de-
fensible. It is a highly poetical devel-
opment of the main idea of the twenty-
third psalm of David which says: “He
lendeth me beside the still waters—he
leadeth me in the paths of righteous-
ness,”

A Christian minister who could com-
plain of sych & hymn as this reminds us
of the saying of Artemus Ward that
there are some people so bent on kick-
ing that rather than make no complaint
at all they would complain that an an-
gle worm’s tail was too long for his
body. .

If Newman’s hymn is liablé to any
criticism at all it is on the ground ‘of
its pessimism. ‘Any Christian who
feels that this world is a pitchy dark
place in which he is far rfrom home and
stumbling over “fen and crag” is for the
time being, at least, entirely destitute
of the spirit of the Christian religion,

Loaded for Witches.

In witchcraft lore silver seems to
have been accredited wiih great power
to disperse evil spirits, [n an old book
on the subject one reads of a “valliant
Souldier who had skill in Necromancy,”
and who always used “silver bullets to
shoot away the witches.” The evi-
dences of such superstition are brought
directly to the modern eye through the
discovery made by a Pennsylvania
farmer.

Mr. Vedderman is interested in cu-
rios, and purchased recently an old
musket at a farmhouse sale. From its
appearance the weapon antedates the
revolution. It was in a deplorable
state of rust, and in cleaning it the new
owner discovered that it was loaded.

He carefully withdrew. the charge,
and to his surprise found instead of bul-
lets two silver shillings, dated 1781,
tightly wadded with leaves of a Bible of
ancient print. Beneath the coins was
a small lock of hair and a plece of pa-
per contalning an illegible quotation.
The gunpowder was coarse and un-
doubtedly of colonial manufacture, The
whole looks very much like a charmed
charge, calculated to demolish some
‘weird lady of the broomstick.—Phila-
delphia Record.

Truly this rusty old smooth-bore mus-
ket is a fit symbol of the class of doc-
tors of divinity and lesser clerieal lights
who pose as demolishers of Spiritual-
ism, being loaded to the muzzle with an-
cjent ammunition, garnered from an-
tique bible attics, covered with cob-
webs. of superstition spun by th
brains of the church fathers. '

One difference is the bible ammuni-
tion is dangerous to use for such pur-
pose—as it shoots both ways, and de-
molishes  those who aim to demolish
Spiritualism.
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Destined to Perdition,

Some fellow in Washington claims he
has statistics to-show we have 21,018,
170 swearing men in the United States.
Had he pursued his inquiries. further
doubtless he would have found these
vietims of profanity, with scarcely an

popular religlous faith and, sad to re-
late, they become acquainted with the
cuss words from attendance on the
churches, the preachers’ literature sup-
plying all that vile vocabulary in com-
nmon use. It is a pleasure to know Spir-
{tualists have eliminated .all that class
of expletives from use as vulgar jargon,

The Japs Are Spiritualists.:

The following press dispatch from
Japan shows clearly the victorfous peo-
ple of the Sunrise Kingdom' are Spirit-
ualists. If not, why do- they worship
their ancestors? Certain  they would
not do so-did they not belleve such an-
cestors have a.continued existence and
take cognizance of their dolngs: -

Tokio, Nov..-14—The Mikado, fol-
‘lowed. by premier, ministers and .other
court dignitarles, started in .state this
‘morning for Ise temple to'offer thanks
‘to his ancestors for the Successful ter.
mination of the war and restoration of
‘peace. ' o

: . Every expansion;of intelligence " has
‘proved of-advantage to society.~—~Guizot.:
. People..wish-to: he settled:

hope for them.—Emerson, -

C - Only:as:
Jfar-ad:they ‘are.unsettled:is :there-any

i
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Tho?e whojhave ~visited the shore
-const lylng be}weeu Boston and Salem,
most likely have heard the weird
storieg!about’the mystical island called
“The Idle of the Puritans.” A territory,
not regj, but, ghadowy snd transitory,
It is ggt alvays visible, and but few
have €ver séen it. Only those whose
souls &ie attued to spiritual things, be-
ing made purtr in the furnace of afilic-
tion, apd quenghed in heavenly resigna-
tion, have eyer beheld it. It is most
frequelitly se‘cfzﬁ in distinct greenness a
few miles off‘the headland of Nahant.
Fashioflable people who visit this ve-
gort, absorbed {n the sordid and selfish
cares of the world, have ridden up and
down the beach, trying in vain to get a
glimpse of it.

There are:various opinions concern-
ing the inhabitants of this island. As it
is near Salem. some think it is the
abiding nlace of souls of the victims of
the witcheraft horror. Qthers regard
it as the place where the persecutors of
these unfortunate people sre doomed to
remaln, ever in sight of the place of
their wrong doing. But the mdst prev-
alent opinion is, that here- dwell for
some good: and pure ‘motive the purest
souls of the Purijtans. .

Many are the ghostly storles related
about this mysterious isle. Fishermen
and others sailing on the bay, in the
mist of the morning or the twilight ot
evening, have heard bells tolling, as if
from belfries, and watted to them on
the swell of the billows. Shadowy
pinnaces have suddenly darted from
some headland and as suddenly disap-
pearing when.they reach some sunlit
spot, then reappearing, suspended
above the line of the horizon. During
storms majestic hymns are heard borne
on the swell 6f the ocean, o

Weird anecdotes are also related con-
cerning the inhabitants of this isle.
Some Iundicrous, some touching and pa-
thetie, and some grandly supernatural,
Of the latter kind one is related, bear-
ing every evidence of being true.

In the city:of Salem lived a family
by the name of Dixwell, descendants of
Col. Jolin Dixwell one of the Regicides.
About the year 1862 the name became
extinct by the.death of Dr. Dixwell. He
lived in an old house in which many
murderous trials had been held during
the witcheraft horror. Deep sighs and
heavy sobbings were often heard' at
quiet evening, or gloomy midnight,
floating through the gloomy mansion.

it 18 believed that when any event of
importance is about to occur, in any
of the familles in whose veins flows
the blood of -the Puritans they receive
a visit from one of the dwellers of the
mystic isle.

At the time of the death of Dr. Dix-
well, there lived with him in the old
house, his daughter and her husband by
the name of Mather, and two servants.
During the evening of the day preced-
ing the ‘funeral, Mrs. Mather was sit-
ting imithe room in which the body of
her father lgy. The honse had been
open all day, allowing any one who so
wished to lock at the face with which
they were so familiar.

But now all was quiet, and as she sat
looking at the coffin it seemed to float
away into the misty distance. Sud-
denly 8 form passed her and stood at
the head of the cofin. It was that of a
tall mdn, enveloped in a long" cloak.
His arms were folded, and in one hand
he held his hat. Sllently he stood
looking;at the lifeless form before him,
Mrs. Mather felt no fedr, supposing it
was some bdlated relative of the fam-
ily, and aroserto extend to him the hos-
pitality. of {he house. Bui he paid no
atlention to her as she offered her
hand. She léft the room to call her
husband, but when they entered the
room, the visitor had disappeared as
nolslessly as he had entered.

Near midnight Mrs. Mather being
nervous and anxious, making it impos-
sible for her to sleep, was sitting by the
fire, meditating ¢n the events of the few
past days, when she was startled by
one of those deep sighs that so often
sounded through the old house. Many
lights were burning in the house, mak-
ing it impossible for her to be deceived,
and looking through the door and ball
into the rcom where her tather lay, she
saw the visitor of the evening seated at
a writing table, at which her father had
often sat. A book lay before him, and
with arms folded, he was resting upon
it, and seemed to be absorbed in its
contents. She arose, being compelled
by some force she could not understand,
and advanced toward him. As she did
50, he seemed to float upward toward a
picture of a battle between Puritans
and Cavaliers, appearing to engage in
ihe furious combat for a moment, then
vanish in the background among a
troop of horsemen.. On examining the
book it was open at a portrait of Col.
John Dixwell. She called her husband
and asked him if he knew how the book
came to be there. He replied he re-
membered taking the book from the
shelf, and was equally certain of return-
ing it to.its place.

During the funeral services nothing
was seen' of the mystic stranger, and
she thought he would not appear again,
but at the grave she saw him standing
with bare head, looking at the coffin as
it was lowered to’its last resting place,
then turning he disappeared among the
bystanders.

A story more picturesgue in its char-
acter, is related of a family of the name
of Umberfield. They were farmers and
lived in an old house on the headland
where now stands the Nabant Hotel.
The household consisted of an old man
and his wife, one son and two daugh-
ters who were twins. The old man
Umberfield becoming infirm by rheum-
atism gave the management of the
farm to his son Luke and his wife.
She belpg some years older than her
husband, on the control of affairs he
had little to shy. She snubbed the old
woman-and wheedled the old man. At
last the;old woman died in sheer dis-
gust, a.% the ©ld man would willingly.
have followed her, but Luke’s wife saw

T

| to it, that heldld not depart this life
exception, are in sympathy with the’

until n&lhad made his will to suit her.
He called hisjjawyer, and after many
scenes yof disqord, it was dnally finished,
and Mrs, Luke took possession of it,
saying, “We will see that good care is
taken of it.” When the old man finally
dled it was found that he L:ad willed ev-
erything: to Luke and his wife, except-
ing one,room %nd right of way through
the hoyse to the gzirls, notwithstanding
their father Had said be had provided
well fofithe girls.” Then they were
.made tp feel the bitternées of their po-
sition. Mary ltlwas a lvely, healthy
girl, and 'did not feel the Borrow of
‘thefr 1i¢és as much as Martha, who. was
more sensitive and refined. - -

At last the greatest grief that could
befall Martha “happened—Mary died.
Bereft ‘of ‘heribaly joy, she comimuned
only with spiritual beings. At her sis-
ter’s bedside, at the head of the coffin,
at the open.grave, she saw. the spirit
forms of the dwellers of the mystic isle.
‘They look Bo'calm and good,” she said,
“and.I will-live so I.may. be, and look
like them.”: ¢ B

-eapecially .on Mary’s.. 'Then & hew sor
row befell :her._. Luke's -son. returned
from gchool; and her room was given-to
him, and. one dssigned to.. her .in - the

" She spent most of her time strewing |’
| flowers on the graves of her-loved ones, |

EEp— - i -
€ ruraans.

the room wag entirely ber own, but
Luke's wife told her she could retain it,
but must look for board -some place
else, Starved into submission, she was
forced to submit. Not very strong at
any time her health failed rapidly. She
spent most of the time away from home
and was often seen at night rowing far
out into the bay, Her treatment by
Luke and his wife came to be generally
discussed and excited great indigna-
tion. And as Luke had been elected
deacop, they thought his character
should be cleared of such conduet.

One day it was rumored that Martha
had disappeared. Many were engaged
searching for her, when it was reported
she had been last seen in a boat rowing
out toward the ocean. t.was an au-
tumn night. The black clouds in the
sky gave promise of a heavy storm.

“What does this mean?’ asked the
winister of Luke Umberfield.

“God only knows, for 1 am innocent,
but I will find her if she is to be
found.”: And springing into a boat and
taking his sop with him, he started out
in the-dark waters of the bay. An old
fisherman who stood by leaped into the
boat with them and the frail bark went
out reeling, tossing and tumbling amid
the flerce billlows and was soon lost to
sight. . )

Many hours later the watchers in the
Umberfield home were surprised by the
appearance of the fisherman who stum-
bled into the house, and fell on the
floor unconscious, from iright and ex-
posure.  Being revived he said the Um-
berflelds went down, but the boat float-
ed ashore. That just before they sank
thiefe appeared an ancient looking ves-
sel, and on the bow was distinctly seen
the form of Martha Umbertield,

Very few have ever seen the island.
But it is belisved one visited it during
hig life. Summerfield when on earth
went there easlly, possibly because of
his higbly spiritual nature and tenta-
tive sympathy of faith.

When on his circuit he often rowed
far out into the bay to ¢uiet his over
worked nerves. One day while floating
quietly -in the still wateyr, his hand on
the tiller, the mysterious isle suddenly
appeared before him. Beautiful emer-
ald turf rising to mountains. From
belfries floated songs heard only in Par-
adise. Ag his boat with rolgeless prow
touched the ghore, men with radiant
peace on thelr faces greeted him. One
talking him by the hand as he stepped
from the boat, said, “Of the earth, but
henceforth thou art not quite earthy.
Of life, but thou shalt see and hear
more than the lving.”

“Now the boundaries of earthly
things vanish,” replied Summerfield; “I
who was a2 Methodist am a Methodist
no more. You who were Puritans, are
Puritans no more. Yet even this is not
the supreme change?”

“No,” replied the other, “this is not
the supreme change, for that must not
be until the flesh has fallen from the
spirit, This land is a symbol showing
what earth might be were men worthy.
This is not heaven—aoh, far different is
heaven! But we have left it, willingly,
for angelic is our mission.”

“What is your name?”’ asked Sum-
merfield.

“l was Henry Vane. He of whom
men said, he went to his death like a
king. For strong and jovely spirits
walked beside me, as they have always
walked by the side of those who for the
sake of truth have gone to the stake
and scaffold.”

“That is the land of my labors,” said
Summerfield, vpointing to the low
green American sghore, as it lay oppo-
site them.

“That is the land of my refuge,” re-
plied one of the Puritans. “My name
was Edward Walley. I wrote my name
in good faith to the death warrant of
Charles. Well do I remember the red
hills of New Haven, and the cave where
I found shelter. Pursuers often came
over the plain that skirted the bhase of
the cliff, but always went away disap-
pointed. We watched their ships as
they- sailed away, and it led our
thoughts to dear old England that had
driven us into the desert, and to white
wings that are ever ascending and de-
scending between this world and the
gates of pearly whiteness.”

They turned and went up a turty
slope, and entered what seemed to be &
village. Summerfield cays - nothing
more of it in Dhis letters, than that the
houses were of ancient architecture,
gabled and with latticed windows.
Many people came out to meet them.
Men with halos of light on their brows,
not actual light, but of glorified expres-
sion. Women of saintly beauty, and
children lovely as the cherubs of Ra-
phael.

“Do you see that tabernacle?” sald
one, “that is the image of one in which
my father labored during his earthly
life of sorrow and gladness. Often it
was closed, the windows broken, and
its dilapidated appearance an object for
wicked laughter. But a silent but ter-
rible witness of the tyranny that op-
pressed us. Well do I remember one
Sabbath in summer, a holy peace filled
the air, from which seemed only kind
and loving thoughts could flow. But a
band of drunken soldiers surrounded
our home, forced an entrance, and com-
manded my mother to tell where they
could find my father. She did not re-
ply, only bowed her head over the fam-
ily Bible which she was reading, never
to be raised until in saintly beauty it
stood among the blessed in heaven. My
sister and I fled from the terrible scene,
and heard brutal laughter and oaths
from an upper room, and a voice saying,
‘Lord receive my spirit.’ When we re-
turned at night, with other weepers, we
found blood and gray hairs every.place.
And on the steps of the sanctuary, up
which he had often gone into the divine
presence, lay our father dead.”

“Some of us,” said another, “found
refuge in an early death. Others fled
through storms, over the sea that lies
before us. I stood on the_deck of the
Mayflower when it anchored off the
New Iingland coast, then boisterous
with winter. The wind drove the snow
in our faces. Dusky forms flitted
through the trees and funeral hymns
were heard among the pines, to which
we replied with songs of cheer. It was
‘a long fast of want, cold and sickness,
that we kept that winter, and when
spring came," flowers blessbmed sbove
more than'half of our number. I with
many others bore the seeds of death
that bloomed early.” T

“Let us go inward,” said a venerable
man, with serene, trlumphant eyes, ad-
dressing . Summerfield. They walked
forward, the mortal and the immortal,
but what the young man saw he never
told anyone. In his letters he 'alludes
to “mysterious revelations beyond the’
power'of Ignguage to portray, .and
‘slghts it was not lawful to describe.”
This was all apparently he dared say
of his strange voyage,; ani allowed his
most intimate ftiends to think he re-
garded it as a delirlum or dréam; and
in:silent patience he walted until an
.early death.bore him away - to . witness
the reality of that mysterious viagit.- . .
- i © MRS.D. L. BURROWS.~
Gibson, Pa. . - - )

. - There is-nothing.grander.than to res-
.cne'from the ‘lonrosy.of glander: theyep.’
utation ol a-great and splondld. man.—

| basement, .In vain-she-protested that
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LOOK OUT, or some-of your previ-
ously tormeg opinfons may be complete-
ly wrecked, or badly disabled or crip-
pled, as you survoey the  SPECIAL
THOUGHT CHANNEL and the ideas
floating thereon, which will be glven
birth by leading minds in a few weeks.
While other Spiritualist papers are
traversing the old humdrum, channel
worn threadbare by a monotonous
tedlum, The Progressive 'Thinker is
BRANCHING OUT into new fields, into

LOOK

new pestures, Into new environments,
into hitherto unexplored fields, and I8
-creating” & NEW. VIBRATION ALL
ALONG THE LINE, and to such an ex-
tent that the one who doesn’t read it
weekly will be simply left completely in
the rear of the advancing column, and

become lean and impoverished tior.‘wa.n,t ! .

of proper spiritual brain nourishinent.
So look out - for the SPECIAL
THOUGHT CHANNEL te be inaugu-
rated soon. :

Something New.

el

A Special Thought Channel is to be opened in The
Progressive Thinker, on which the opinions of prom=~
inent Spiritualists will float, touching certain impor-
tant matters in connection with Materialization and
Dematerialization in the Dark Cabinet. A Flood of
Light will be thrown~upon this important subject,
which will startle Spiritualists as never before.

The Progressive Thinker leads! Now is the time to
subscribe for it. 1t is creating interest everywhere.,

It is a creator of Storms, and they all tend to purify

the moral and spiritual atmosphere.
%

An Important Announcement.

A}

It Ought to Have a Million Circulation.

‘We shall publish some time in Janu-
ary of the coming year a most remark-
able paper, grouping together excep-
tienally important matter that should
have' a world-wide circulation. We
will lead off with that remarkable lec-
ture by Colonel Ingersoll on THE
DEVIL. That will be followed by a
most extraordinary article by Raron
Harden Hickey, illustrating the “Paral-
lels Between BUDDHIST AND CHRIS-
TIAN Stories, and Showing how Bud-
dhism Was 'Transported to the West.”
It is rich in facts and Incidents, and it
alone will be worth one gollar to every
reflective mind. This will be followed

ap

by other extraordinary Articles, Lec-
tures;” Poems, etc. We published one
edition of The Progressive Thinker that
reached  150,000. Another edition
60,000. No other Spiritualist paper on
earth has reached the altitude of THE
PROGRESSIVE THINKER. This edi-
tion will be a MISSIONARY TO |L-
LUMINATE THE WORLD. No order
received for less that ten copies.
Stamps will be acceptable. Commence
sending in your orders. You can fur-
nish any number of different addresses,
and the paper will be mailed to them.

Write plainly.  Further announcement
soon.

N

Dr. Peebles on Reincarnation.

‘We have quite enough of theorles
which have no stable basis upon which
to rest thelr claims, and that are also
unsupported by evidence in proof of
their assertions. There i8 no theory or
dogma, no matter how absurd or un-
reasonable from the standpoint of a
practical, unimaginative mind, but what
will find converts by the thousand and
sometimes by the million.

And what especially illustrates this
fact is that the doctrine of reincarna-
tion, though having no logical, demon-
sirable basis, should find such wide ac-
ceptance. And in view of the fact that
in America we have gained the praise-
worthy title of being progressive and
independent in thought, it is somewhat
gurprising that there should be such
a hungering for this unprovable Orien-
tal assumption of reincarnation.

But while many American Spiritual-
ists belleve in reincarnation, it should
not be understood that they comprise a
majority or even a very large minority;
but still there is necessilty for deter-
mined and persistent effort in favor of
a philosophy that has some evidence in
support of its contentions, and we are
pleased to notice that most of the
prominent workers this side of the At-
lantic are emphatic in their denuncia-
tion of its unwarranted statements.

In this connection it i8 refreshing to
note the position taken by Dr. J. M.
Peebles in his contribution to the lit-
erature of Spiritualism, a book of over
100 pages bearing the title, “A Discus-
sion on Reincarnation or the Successive
Embodiments of the Human Spirit.”

When Dr. Peebles undertakes to pre-
sent the results of his wide research
and observation in any field of investi-
gation we are assured that he has some-
thing interesting and instructive to say,
and this product from his pen is no ex-
ception to the rule. Its value is in-
creased by the fact that it is not a one-
sided presenation of he case, but in-
cludes several able articles in defense
of relncarnation by such well-known
and forceful writers as W, J. Colville
and Dr. Helen Densmore, and it may be
said for them that they make an inter-
esling and excellent endeavor to sus-
tain their position, aithough with what
degree of success it must be left for
the reader to determine. Dr. Peebles,
on the other hand, from the standpoint
of a disbeliever in reincarnation gives
in his usual terse and thoughtful style a
convincing demonstration of the fallacy
and weakness of their arguments in
particular and of reincarnation in gen-
eral, which makes it a book of more
than usual interest to everyone who
desires to understand this subject.

Every Spiritualist who lays claim to
being well informed should give atten-
tion to this problem and use his best ef-
forts to arrive at a true understanding
of the subject, and this httle book is
well calculated to give the inexperi-
enced reader a correct idea of the truth
or falsity of this repulsive doctrine,
while the person who i{s well informed
in regard to the subject can also gain
much valuable information from its pe-
rusal. GEORGE B. FERRIS.

United States Court of Appeals De-
clares Mental Healing Lawfuf.

The case of Helen Wilmans-Post is
familiar to most of our readers we sus-
pect. For two years even her personal
mail has been returned to the writers
under the “fraudulent” act of the U. 8.
postal authorities.

The U. 8. Court of Appeals in its de-
cision has this Interesting clause:

_ “The case sbould be trled with the
distinct understanding that the practice
of mental healing is, in federal law, as
lawful as healing with drugs. As to
the right.to use the. postal establish-
ment of the United States no discrimi-
nation is -made between those whose
vocation is healing, whether they be al-

‘lopathists, ‘homeopathists, osteopaths,

or mental scientists.” -

- Mrs. Post’s erlme was In making ber |

vocation R paying one. When the
“Medical .Trust,” as the late Alfred E.

| Giles- dubbed - tho-medical tenth that is

¢ver scheming to-monoplize.the madical
fees—when the-American Medical Asso~

.clation started.in.its legislative plung: it-

"1 1imiten 1ts restrictions-to- those practle-

RO AN NN NN

ing the art of healin ,  with
1egistration label, whg did so Sgotr htll;eets
Untl] recently this wag tne limit of
their concern. So apparent was their
purpose that now they have succeeded
in limiting these services “with or with-
out recompense for the same.”

8. Post will be more cautious in
opening her mail and not display the
r_eturns before the starving M. Ds. Poor
fellows, they could not bear it to see
ter carriage loaded with the crisp bills
as she whecled away from the poste
office while they trudged along  the
dusty way on foot and their drugs grew

dry in their unused cases.—
o ~—~—Banner of

SEEDTIME AND HARVEST.

Scedtime with budding life replete
Glad spring, whose varied pbea{lties
Doth mee(:,t )

‘h.come to shed its sweetest
Upon the earth, and thus beguilesmne
Us from the chill stern, winter casts
Around when wild and piercing blasts
Remorseless may have seemed.

The glad bright summer follow| '
With added fullness that doth b?lsgrmg
Repose. Life rounds out, ag it were
Its burdens are less hard to-bear,
And all tints blend with rosy hue:
Then let hands seek love's work t;) do,
For autumn comes full soon, >

Prolific autumn, if the seeds
In springtime sown were grain, not
Th hwecast;' 1 - ,
€ harvest with its wealth
‘Will then enrich. a thousa;'g ?otldgold~
And in the garned grain will wé
Find full content, then let us be
Sure our work’s complete, -

When winter comes, to him-who hath
Sown well shall come the aftermath;
Then let each day find work well dohe,
And when at last the setting sun

Shall shine no more for ug on earth

A holier, higher, brighter birth '
Shall be our sure reward.

So seedtime of the fnner life

Shall be as spring with beauties rife
And Autumn’s garners shall o'erflow
From summer’s fullness, if we soOwW .
The seeds of love and do our part

To lift the burden from some heart—
Love’s labors are not lost;

MARY E. V
Milwaukee, Wis. AN HORN.

RISEN,

Folded palm and closed eyes,
And a slow, still smile, elate,

Deeply locked in death’s surprise.
Spotless lilies at her throat,

And each shining tress outspread,
Shed no useless tears, but note

All the peace that crowns her headl]’

In that dreamless hushed repose
She shall lie, nor wake to mark
Autumn etrip the shivering rose
To dead branches, chill and stark, -
She will hear no north winds wail
Nor the chanting of the sea,
Nor the thunder’s boistrous hail
Through the wild night’s revelry.

Nor the whisper of the rain,
Nor the warm breeze from the
All love's wine poured out amain,
Shall not warm that icy mouth.
But a fairer fate she wins;
Life’s old ache has found surcease.
Soft she rests with all her sing
Cradled to a dream of peace,

She has grown too wise for tears!
On the heights of joy assured
Now her unfleshed soul appears
Cleansed from all its staing
Soul to soul may Speak again;
Through the sllence she shall come,’. -
Here your wailing is In vain~. - -
Flesh to flesh must still ba dumb?
" 'BEATRICE ST. GEORQGR,

southy

EalnlgPleased.

life extremely religious, but a-great sufe.
‘ferer from poverty, on. his * deathbed
sald to his .attendants: “Do you know
it after: all -the sad ‘experiences:I2: have

Set the sheet back smooth and stralg};t" .

endured, .

A Jewlsh rabbi who had heen all hig .

'passed: through, I shall find ‘there {a-nq
‘future life I shall be greatly'amused. - -
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- er"—having applied to them

.. medium and audience.
" u§ believe that the medium can hold

‘KHE OPINION OF A PROMINENT
~ LECTURER.

e Critically’ Examines the Present
" Gonditlon of Our Cauge, and. Asks
" Some Important - Questlons—The
Fraudulent  Weaver of lLace—An
"Earnest Plea fora Step in ‘Advance.

" Yn The Progressive Thinker for Nov.
98 is an article from the pen of Dr. Geo.
B. Warne. reviewing Dr. Funk's latest
'yessage upon the subject of Spiritual-
ism. DBoth the item under considera-
tion, and Dr. Warne's article are
thought-provokers. Personally, 1 am
glad the crisis is coming, and that the
gauntlet bas been thrown down; it
means that somewhere in the not very

far distant future the people who call |

themselves Spiritualists will get thelr
eyes open and make a stand as a body
for the genuine spiritual phenomena in
preférence to all of that “which 18
palmed off as the genuine. - )

There is o strange defect somewhere
when men like Dr. Warne cannot raise
their voice for more. thorough and sct-
entific phenomena without belng de-
famed and denounced as “Fraud Hunt-
even
more approbrious titles. T find myself
wondering what ther - ig about the sim-
ulated phenomena th, . /holds people 80
ithoroughly in their thrall that they can
not see when a man is striving for the
betterment of the cause which most
people who dre interested in Spiritual-
ism claim to have an absorbing love for.

It would seem ta me the great trouble
‘Y5 that many who have espoused the
helief in the conscious continuity of
life, and the possible communion of the
denizens of both expressions of life,
have heen so carried away with a con-
templation of the phenomena of spirit
return, and consequently of the chan-
nels through which such phenomena
may come that they capitulate entirely
—glving up all the powers of reason
pnd everything concomitant thereto.

Repeatedly Spiritualists revile and
ridicule our so-called more orthodox
brethren because of their statement
that “they would not attempt to reason
on religion”; at the same time the rid-
fcnlers are in the game position exactly.
The man who wiil not reason upon spir-
jtual phenomena and mediumship, seek-
ing to. find the exact truth, i8 in my es-
timation as thoroughly and blindly or-
thodox as the most devout believer in
the extra rib story.

Why should we not qucstion medium-
ghip?  ‘Why should we aot question the
intelligences that come to us purporting
to be some one of our departed friends?
Why should we not demand proof that
the person posing as & medium is actu-
ally a medium, and not the victim of
peripatetic chills, or worse #till, the
dealer in and dispenser of grease.paints
and filthy wig “phenomena”?

Are we as Spiritualists to become so
dogmatic that we will execrate the man
or woman who would dare question the

. infallibility of those individuals who

hold the same relationship to Spiritual-
ists as do the priests and preachers of
all other denominations? If this keeps
on there can be but one thing ahead—
the thumbscrew and rack for the male-
factors who question our media. I
'would question & medium-as quickly as
I would any other common individual.
1 would question excarnate men as
quickly as I would incarnate men. Why
should I not? ’

. Now, here is the question I want an-
swered: How many of us who have
gome liltle understanding of the deli-
cate conditions reguired for the pro-
duction of spiritual phenomena can
really bellieve that, say materialization
and physical phenomena, and all other
phenomena for that matler, can be pro-
duced night after night irrespective of
the physical and mental condition of.
How many of*

two and three seances a day and bave
forms and manifestations galore at
each sessfon? I rise to a point of infor-
mation—will someone explain how all
of this is done?.. I8 it genuine? Can it
be genuine? Is it reasonable to ex-
pect that anyone sball have strings on
the spirit world to the extent that celeb-
rities can he brought forth in forty dif-
ferent seances the same night, the same
hour and almost the same moment?
Let it be written large, Brother Fran-
cis, that I am a believer in phenomena,
genuine spiritual phenomena; but let it
go down just as large that, I most thor-
oughly believe that a very large per-
centage of the so-called phenomena
presented to the public is made of
whole cloth, and not always of one
plece either, for I distinctly saw the
seam in one piece of lace woven (?) in
a seance some time since; evidently the
spirit (?) was not able to weave the
lace all in one plece so he sewed two
pieces together to make it large enough.
What is to be the outcome? The
Spiritualists will tske to the study of
phenomena and mediumship in & thor-
oughly scientific way, and will thus
delve to the very bottom, or top as the
case may be, and be able to say to the
world we have at last found untainted
phenomena. Brother Francis, the sim-
ulator of phenomena—the man or wo-
man who deliberately trifies with our
most sacred relationships, is lower than
a forger, more cruel than a thief! = Aye,
the pergson who would trifle with our
heart longings in relation to our de-
parted friends is a ghoul of the basest
type. )
Bither, I say the Spirltualists must
take hold of this matter in a systematic,
scientific, conscientious manner, or or-
ganized Spiritualism will eventually be-
come a tuing of the past. I am tco op-
timistic to believe that the latter-will
be the case. Surely the bright intel-
lects that enabled the masses to escape
the tliralldom of the superstitions of the

- ages will come to the rescue, and will

emancipate them from this other slav-
ery. May it come quickly for the sake
of Spiritualism, but more especiaily for
the sake of humanity, is the wish of
WILL J. ERWOOD,
Black River Falls, Wis.

LIVE IT DOWN.

Tias your life been bitter sorrow.
Live it down. .
Think about a bright to-morrow,
Live it down.
You will find it neVver pays
Just to sit wet-eyed and gaze
On the grave of vanished days;
Live it down._
Is disgrace your galling burden?
Live it down.
You can win a brave heart's guerdon;
Live it down.
Make your life so free from blame
That the lustre of your fame
Shall hide all the olden shame;
Live it down,
Has your heart a secret trouble?
Live it down. )
Unless griefs will make it double,
Live it down. . ., .
Do not water it with tears—.
Do not feed it with your fears—— .
Do not nurse {t.through the years—
Iive it down. - = -
Haveo you made some awful error? -
- Live t down. - ¢ - .
Po not hide your face in terror; - .
U Livedt downy oo
" Look the world square.in the-eyes;:.
Qo ghead as'one who trles «-'
To.be honored ere he dles;” ..
: C Livedtdown. o0
o . ~Ella Wheeler, Wiicox,:

" | take ‘place: all at onee. i

Dr. L K. Funk is a typical investiga{ ing but the truth.-
tor of Bpiritualism, and & man of, Besides, he is . ’
broad, liberal views, although he does pothing pretentlous, arrogan or

& o Solr , baughty In his makeup. He is one that
Rot. cliaim to be a VSphltuallst.  His any medfum would feel i aninstant
work, “THE WIDOW'S MITE,” is a AT HOME WITH. Heis a cultured
vivid and comprehensive poriraiture of gentleman—an suthor, a publisher In
the .true character of the man, and as one of the leading firms of New York,
we judge the worls, it exhibits A LEAN. founder of the Literary Digest, editor-
ING of the author towards an AC- in-chief of the Standard Dictionary, and
KNOWLEDGMENT OF THE TRUTHS famous as an IMPARTIAL INVESTI-
OF SPIRITUALISM. A GATOR OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA.

The Dactor i8 a typleal investigator, Mrs.,May Pepper, thio great medium, en-
from the simple fact thai he &xamines c¢orses his methods in every particular.
the phenomena with the eyes of a sgl- We cordially invite him to continue his
entist, and with the calmness of a phi- investigations, for we know that. in
losopher, his only aim being to arrive time he will become & full-fledged be-
at the truth, the whole truth, and noth- liever in Spirit Return. ’

genfal gentleman;

To overcome that ‘‘stupendous inhibition,’’ as he calls it, which sep-
arates this world from the realm of the unknown is the earnest endeavor
of the Rev. Dr. Isade K, Funk. -Oncé he was interested in prohibition
of spirits, and now he secks to overcome the long existing prejudice
agatllnst having man in touch with the hereafter while yet resident on
earth. - -, . _—

It must not bé understood that the Rev. Dr, Funk is himself a Spirit-
ualist, for at present he ealls himself merely an investigator of the psy-
chie phenomena which have come under his notice.. He goes to seances
in order to learn as much as he may of the region of the next phiase. He
tallred this last week to the Presbyterian ministers on the relation of
the wraiths and specters to theology, and in & few days he will do as
much, if not more, for the Congregationalists. The Federation of. the

Disembodied knows no ereed, Co.

If Spiritualism can make good its assertion that its priests are agt-
ually in communication with the persons who have passed beyond tﬁle
veil, the Rev Dr. Isaae Funk will be very glad. Then perhaps, too, the
way will be opened for the theological seminaries to give more definite
instruction to the candidates for orders as to the kind of a future state’
they will be justified in preaching to their congregations. At the pres-
ent time, even the Rev, Dr. F'unk does not know about it, much as he
would like to make it the subject of an entertaining brochure. Whether
the world beyond is modelled after the plans of Jonathan Edwards or
has a more peaceful outlook, the psychical researchers of even the niost
advanced investigators have not been able to determine. Information
of this character would tend to make many persons who are at present
rather uncertain about their status more thoughtful in their conduet,
and then again it might not. In the language of the Mexican philoso-
pher, ‘‘Quien sabe.”’ .

Bees Great Possibilities.

_ There are possibilities in Spiritualism, if it really does attain reliable
information about the state of the unknown, thinks Dr. Funk, although
he is no avowed believer in the eult, Suppose, for instance, that men
should find out that they really have the power to communicate with
each other by thought waves. They might save tolls, stifle a telephone
monopoly or two. and send messages from brain to. brain for thousands
of miles, If all that might be so of the undiscovered mental forces
be true, one sitting in his office could lift a spiritual cam until an inhab-
itant of Mars could mentally sight his visual. © Such inquiries as ‘‘Is
Mars inhabited,”’ and ‘‘Have you a canal seandal,”’ or “‘Is there a Fur-
naceville on your sphere,”’ could be answered off-hand by any well in-
formed Martian,

Although all kinds of problems pervade the consciousness of the Rev.
Dr. Isaac K. Funk, he is ncver worried by them. He attends to bhis
business by day and studies spirits at night, When he is not working
or studying he is playing a four-some on the Parkway links, Brooklyn,
with St. Andrew and other bogies. The Rev. Dr. Funk likes golf as
physical excreise, for it adds zest to life just as his effort to find out
what Mrs. Pepper knows about the realms beyond is spice to his intel-
lectnal digestion. .

Altogether a kindly man is he, and even the most timid shade need
have no fear in his presence. The youngest and most inexperienced
spook finds in him a sympathetic listener. Psychies speak to him in
confidence; visitors from other worlds do not hesitate to ask his advice
throngh the proper mediwmistic ehannels; and even Presbyterians are
sitting for instruction at his feet.

Searcher for Thirty Years,

The Rev. Dr. Isaac Kaufman Funk has heen engaged in spirit trap-
ping for at least three decades. He was born sixty-six years ago in
Ohio, where the inhabilants scek office and otlier material things. His
Alma mater is Wittenberg University, which was named from the eity
where dwelt an eminent German theologian who hurled an inkstand at
what he thought was the embodied devil. After preaching for a few
years, the Rev. Dr. FF'unk became an editor and founded several maga-
zines and compiled a dictionary. Probably he numbers among his ae-
quaintances more eccentric persons than any man in the United States.
He knows scientists, mediums, clairvoyants, table rappers, slate write-
ers and Spiritualistic handy men of all deseriptions.

One medium in whose revelations the Society for Psychical Research
was much interested was Mrs. Piper, and Dr. Funk, who is several
learned societies in himself, has seleeted Mrs. May S. Pepper of Aurora
Grata Cathedral, Brooklyn. ,

““Once for all,’’ said the Rev. Dr. Funk, when I saw him last week,
‘I wish to say that I am not in any sense a Spiritualist and I do not
think that the truth of Spiritualism has heen demonstrated.

‘I think none the less that there is much about the world unseen
which should be investigated. It has only been in recent years that it
has been possible to get the attention of men of science to these interest-
ing phenomena. I would not have anybody over credulous and would
warn all who seek truth along the lines of Spiritualism to take good
care that they are not imposed upon, yet at the same time I think that
it is an error equally grave to be too materialistic. It is in line with
the meuntal attitude of the man who declined to hear anything about
meteors, saying that it had been demonstrated to his satisfaction that
there were no stones in the sky.  When the Edison phonograph was
shown before the French Academy a savant rushed forward, seized the
operator by the collar and exclaimed, ‘We will not be the dupes of a
ventriloguist !’

An Unanswered Question,

““Will Spiritualism ever be proved? Who can tell? That is a ques-
tion which must be determined by seientists, and by them alone, for the
mediums themselves are not capable of conducting such an investiga-
tion. - Those who really have gifts often do not understand their own
powers. Some of the best equipped minds in the world, however, are
giving this subjeet their carnest attention. I might mention Sir Oliver
Lodge, Sir William Crookes, of England; Professor Barrett, of Dublin,
and the Ion. Arthur Balfour, the British Premier. Alfred Russel-Wal-
lace indced is committed to the Spiritualistie hypothesis. The study
of these phenomena has reached such a stage that an eminent scientist
exclaimed that we were seeing a new science in the making, There are
enough of ascertained facts to convince us that this subject is worthy
of thorough examination.” -

“Will you explain, Doctor,”” I inquired, “Whgt good there is in this

new science?’’ o
Dr. Funk paused for a moment and looked intently out of the win-
dow. - ' ) . ;
““Such a question as that, he said, might have been asked fifty. years
ago about magnetism or electricity. - It might be asked now about ra-
dium. Let us first gather all the ascertainable facts and then perhaps

we may judge. With the investigation of the nature of radium it is|

found that numerous uses for it are developing.
Searching for Truth.

. ““Will Spiritualism,’’ I inquired, *‘if it has any real basis, be of any
assistance to the theologian; to a Presbyterian minister, for instance?’’

“Just now,’’ said the Doctor, ‘‘I am nof interested.in it fromi that
point of view, but I am studying entirely from the scientific side.”

“If there is a communication between the two worlds,” I asked,
‘‘why is it that the spirit messages are of such a trivial nature’’

“‘TPhat,’’ was the Feply, *‘is easily explained. :The spirits which ¢om-
municate through mediums were foolish when.in this life, and “after

Is that not trued”’

| they have passed out they remained so for a-time at'least. ~ That is why

some of them come bacl, and, prompted largely by curiosity or by the
swish: to minister to their own inclinations. and - passions, make them-

| selyes known in seances. .-Perhaps in a.thousand years or so. they may

| undergo & chan}ge, A ffah@foimation in the nature of_‘a'ny 695 cannot

£, *You refer to 4 communication which was. given by.a-spirit.in a se-

| anee:last Sunday night in Mount Vernon, - The spirit warned somebody

to: tell mother not to'stand too much on her-feet beeause she was too:
heavy. - Perhaps that spirit in'life thought only of the material things,

r '

. e it e et b

Dr. Isaac K. Funk]

-| have been effectively used.

\ i 8P “therefore eould not be of any more importance
than thoughts that wée being entertained in life, C

“However, thera 1§ a wide difference in mediums. I have gone o
seanced which were attended by persons of refinement and culture, and
the language used by the mediums was of the wost exalted kind. The
gommpnications'-ffvonﬁhe spivits themselves were about the conditions
in which they I}fed. ;;{they described life as it was on their plane,
talked of their gurroyndings and of those whom they knew, and even
spoke of goingsdo sdhool and attending leetures. They knew cach
other as hy some subilé instinct, and it would be cnly natural that those
who on earth wﬁ;jfe' gi;{'en to the' material would not be able to recog-
nize these.who gre. deyoted in the spirit life, as they were in existence
here, to higher standivds. -

““There are myamny persons, both conneeted with the Christian
churches and of of | )1em, who will not aceept anything which they
cannot reach witl theiy five senses.  Yet every years we are finding out
things about this world of which we never knew before. New forces
are constantly dévéloping and we are discovering that whieh is so sub-
tle that it escaped the understanding of our ancestors. Take, for in-
stance, the: discovery that there is an ether which transmits waves of
light, and now Sir William Crookes tells of a still more subtle fluid. 1s
it unreasonable to believe ‘that thought waves:may not travel through
some means of which now we know little or nothing. A mother dreams
that her son is.in, trouble and though he be a thousand miles. away it
will be found that her helief concerning him is true. /

“It is not improbable that we may yet communicate with one an-
otHer sitting in our chairs, though separated by great distances. None
would have believed a few years ago that the wireless telegraph could
Yet now we have messages without wires.
There are those éven now who seep to be able to transmit and to locate

waves of thought. ~ i

© “‘Spiritualism teaches that this world has planes which we eannot dis-
cern by the material senses. It teaches that the earth itself is in a vor-
tex,  The spirits have a plane of their own, just as mortals have. Here
we know .iittle except the material—the earth and the ocean—yet it
way bhe that there are other oceans, of which we know nothing. I give
this only as what the Spiritualists think, for as yet nothing has been
proven coneerning this unseen world. -

*‘There Are Many Mansions.””

“The Sc\ripture -pecords say that ‘In my father's house there are many
mansions,” Can there be communication, then, between this spirit
plane and the world known to the material sense? Are we at present
prevented from the kinowledge of this other life by some stupendous in-
hibition? The human race may not yet be sufficiently developed to un-
derstand these things, which are so subtle that they escape the ordinary
sense,  Suppose that the knowledge of the uses of electricity were sud-
dcnly made to some savage race. It might by the use of this powerful
agent, of which it knew nothing, soon destroy itself, As the human
raee improves mentally and spiritually the time may come when it will
learn much concerning the life beyond, and possibly will be able to
communiceate with those who are part of it. Such a knowledge would
demonstrate without question that the soul is immortal. We would be
scientifically sure of an existence beyond the grave.

‘““Now, do not understand me to say that spirit communion with us
through our five senses does actually take place. But what I do main-
tain is that it is not entirely absurd that it should take place. And I
say to those who believe the Seriptures that the presumption is in favor
of such communieation, not against it.”’

As to the form which spirits may have in another life the Rev. Dr.
Tunk could give no details. He cited the case, however, of 2 man who
left his own body in o dream, called upon & friend a thousand miles
away and then i,féj;nrned to his own form, which he saw lying on a hed
in, a trunee. He,said ghat he himself had confirmed the truth of this
oceurrence, for the man who was visited had written to his caller, ask-
ing why he had so unéeremoniously departed into thin air. The figure
which had been geen corresponded in every respeet with the real body,

""'Tale Undoubtedly True.

“There i3 no question of the truth of this,’”’ said Dr. Funk. “‘How is
it to be explained except that the spirit exists independent of the body
and can at times maké itself manifest to the physical sense of another
in a form like it.xvas known to oceupy in the flesh. A sufficiently large
number of experiences of the kind would seientifically make certain
that we also havé spiritual bodies of which our physical bodies are but
the coarse ‘sha,dq]{vs, It might show that each ego has the power, when
both spiritual angd physiecal conditions are favorable, to crystallize indi-
vidual ‘atoms about each ego in harmony with some divine law of erys-
tallization not now' recognized by science.””

Dr. Fupk was ‘asked how manifestations of the presence of spirits in
the surronnding plancs might be obtained and if truly reliable mediums
were available.

“It is difieult,’” he replied, “‘to tell from one’s acquaintance with
mediums as to how much truth there is to be derived from their experi-
wments.  After mueh eareful investigation over a period. of years I think
1 am within hounds in saying that nine-tenths of what passes as psy-
chie phenomena is fraudulent, and that coincidende, telepathy and
clairvoyance would explain some of the remaining tenth. The balance
of that tenth to great scientists gives panse.

“There 18 so much of fraud that it 1s difficult to find out what is true
and what ig false,”’ he continued with emphasis. “‘There is the dark
room, the distance between the mediwm and the persons who witness
the seance, the diffieulty of touching anything. Such conditions give
opportunities for fraud. Then, again, it is difficult to tell what the
power is which these mediums, so-called, possess. They may have no
communication with spirits whatever, but they mistake the manifesta-
tions of their own subliminal consciousness for the promptings of spir-
its. What the medium himself may be sure is a-direet communication
{rom spirits may be nothing more or less than clairvoyance,

““There are undoubtedly persons so endowed that they can read with-
out the aid of the vision of the eyes. Molly Fancher, in her old age
and practically blind, could read pages from a book which you held in
your hand without ever having seen it. There are persons who accom-
plish what appear to be feats in communication with alleged spirits who
have merely hypnotized themselves ffom one personality into another.
Many such instances arc on record. You will remember. the woman
mentioned by a French scientist, who was greatly troubled with indiges-
tion. She was hypnotized and became another personality and was
thus cured of her malady. On resuming her original personality the
indigestion returned.”’ BRI

Coneerning Mrs, Pepper Dr. Funk said that he has as yet reached no
definite conclusions, but he felt sure that in none of the tests which she
had undertaken for him had she ever misled him. .

‘‘Perhaps she may have fooled others,”’ added he, ‘‘but she never
fooled me. Mvrs. Pepper is undoubtedly a psychie of unusual power,
but just what that power is I am not able definitely to tell. That she
has such gifts, however, there can be no doubt. In the tests to which
I have subjected her every possible precaution was taken to prevent
deception, ILetters which she was to read without opening were writ-
ten on sensitized paper so that had they been opened the admission of
the light would have produced. a discoloration which would have dem-
onstrated that the letter had been tampered with. Black paper was
also used on the:inside of the envelope, so that there could have been
no means of deg¢iphering the contents by holding the missive to the
light. I have segn some manifestations of her power which incline me
to believe that she has clairvoyant ability—that she is actually able to
read what is within @ sealed letter, just as Molly Fancher did. Re-
cently I received a letfer from a man in Chicago which he asked me to
send to Mrs. Pepper, ; T did not mysélf know the contents of it. The
letter was placedonthe table at one of the services held by Mrs. Pepper.

**She picked it'up wnd asked who it was who had left it. I told her
that I had placed it there.” '

o Gives Excellent Test. . -

. 2

. ** ‘But you yourself-do not know what it contains,’ said Mrs. Pepper.
She then said that theipearl necklace concerning which a person whose
name she m'ontif ¢d’yas disturbed had not been stolen, but was lost.
On opening the Jetteg;T found that she had given the name and address
correctly and knew the whole contents of the communication. It would
have been impodsiblé for her to have opened that letter, owing to the
means which haf} beéh used to prevent such a thing.

““ Another case of unusual intérest was brought to my attention. A
boy at the age of two years had lost his mother and his father wandered
away. He had redched the age of twenty-nine years when he attended
one of Mrs, Pepper’s mectings &and sent in a .communieation to his
mother asking the address of his father. Mrs. Pepper gave an address:
in London to which -he wrote. The firm there answered that Mr. ——
hed been there thiee years before, but had left its employ to go to Glas-
gow. - The young man sent a letter to his father in Glasgow, to which
he received a reply. I investigated this case myself, and 1 am thor-

and what was spoken

‘oughly convinced.-that there wasmo collusion. ‘ )
" ¢“There are many facts which lead me to believe that there is a fac-
ulty of the human,soul which enables.it to-communicate at great: dis-
tances. without thecuse of the ordinary senses. - It is.for the scientist.to

‘investigate. these- psychic phenomena’ and. to sscegtain if Spiritualism

con prove itselt?~New. Yok Herald, ="~
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THEOBOPHISTS IN ERRO

R.
The Experiments of Col, De Rochas
Taken as a Text for Some

\ Critical Thought,

The Aunals of Psychical Science for
July, 1905, publishes what Mr, Stead
calls the most startling and amazing
paper published for muny a long day,
describing experiments by Colonel De
Rochas in France, who, by mesmerizing
a girl at the suggestion of Mrs, Besant,
was able to throw her into a trance and
irducd her to recall all the events not
only of her present life to the earliest
infancy, but her life in previous refncar-
nations, before she entered her moth-
er's womb, in her present incarnation,

The curious thing ig that, whereas
Theosophists have publicly taught that
it takes 1,000 years between one incar-
nation and another [Mr. S8innott in Eso-
teric Buddhism, distinctly said that
none returned under 1,200 years. Pray,
on what authority?], Here we have a
T'rench girl describing her experiences
in two incarnations, durlng the past
century—the last being as the wife of
a French Fisherman in Brittany, and
previous to that as a man in the time
of Louis XVIII.

Thus, if this be true, we find - the
teachings of theosophy about the period
between one incarnation and another
entirely disproved.

Mrs. Besant not so long &go an-
nounced that there was going to be an
epoch of wickedness because the people
of the times of ancient Rome in the
days of Nero were going to be reincar-
nated,

Ag a matter of fact, if Col. De Rochas’
experiments are at all reliable, the spir-
its of the time of Nero have Leen rein-
carnated hundreds of tlmes since, and
have had time to forget o)l their wicked
habits of 2,000 years ago.

Again it would lead us to suppose
that the supply of disembodied soulg is
infinitely smaller than would be the
case If we assume that we wait 2,000
vears on the other gide digesting our
earth experiences in “Nirvana.”

Bupposing there are 1,500 millions of
human beings on this globe and they
reincarnate as fast as they pass out, the
supply would necessarily be only &
thousandth part of what it would be if
we have to walt 1,000 years on the
other side.

Again other questions are raised. If
the people on the earth 1,000 years ago
only numbered 100 milllons, and to-day
number 1,600 milliong, obviously a fresh
supply of spirit is constantly being
evolved (presumably from the animal
world, from our domesticated animals,
dogs, horses, cows, cte.) who take their
turn at being incarnated as human be-
ings, thus gaining new and more pro-
gressive spiritval experiences and mak-
ing greater sgpiritual growth,

All this seems quite reasonable and
consistent with the philosophy of life
which teaches that we are here like
school children to learn a lesson and
progress onward and when we have ad-
vanced sufficiently we pass upward as
Spiritualism teaches, and do not need
to return and pass through another
earth experience, but our places are
taken by spirits from the lower ani-
mals whereas, if we fail to learn our
lesson, we have to come back to school
egain. :

One startling and puzzling conclusion
seems to be that there is no sex in
spirit life, because this clairvoyant, at
present a girl, describes how she was
formerly a man and may have been al-
ternately man and woman.

Notwithstanding this, it would be
contrary to all the teachings of Spirit-
valism and contrary to &ll human aspi-
rations to suppose there is not a female
as well as a male element in the spirit
world, and that the ultimate unjon of
male and femal spirits forms the high-
est happiness attainable and that the
beautiful doctrine of goul affinities is a
veritable truth.

This may be quite consistent with the
teaching that spirits progressing from
the lower animals into man, pass alter-
nately through male and female earthly
hodies so as the better to develop the
male and female elements of character
which are nceded to make a perfect
man, a man who combines the intellect-
ual power, wisdom and will of man
with the tenderness and love of a wo-
man.

I merely offer these as speculations.
If, because splirits pass through earth
experiences alternately as man and wo-
man, we are to conclude that there are
no men and women in the spirit world,
then we should have to reject most of
the spirlt messages and teachings of
the last fifty years. Of course, if we
can be supremely happy without call-
ing ourselves men and women, being all
alike, it matters little, since we can’t
wish for anything higher than to be
happy. Our present ideas of happiness
are based entirely cn our earth experi-
ences 83 human belngs. If, therefore,
God made man in His own image, we
shall continue to feel pretty much as
we do now, simply realizing our high-
est expectations and aspirations one
step at a time. .

Some time ago I mentioned to a lead-
ing Theosophist at Point l.oma home-
stead the fact that spirit messages
through a medium confirmed much of
their teaching; that I had a book en-
titled “Eon and Eona,” describing the
various life experiences of two male
and female spirits (now dwelling in the
higher spheres) in their various incar-
nations upon earth, and amongst others
they lived in the now submerged Atlan-
tis, and described thelr life there. This
was apropos of the fact that Mrs. Ting-
ley believes thoroughly in Atlantis, and
continual references are made to it in
her admirable paper, “The New Cen-
tury Path.” Notwithstanding this, and
to show the small-minded prejudice, not
to say ignorance, of some Theosophists
towards Spiritvalism, this gentleman of
Point Loma spoke in terms of contempt
of the hook, and said he did not give a
snap of his finger for such so-called
spirit communications.

Considering that we can know abso-
lutely nothing about life on the “astral”
plane except through clairvoyance or
spirit communications, without which
(to support Mrs. Besant and Madame
Blavatsky's teachings) there would not
be a shred of proof, this scornful atti-
tude of theosophists strikes me as both
small-minded and unscientific, and they
claim above all things to be scientific.

When one asks for the authority on
which Madame Blavatsky's teaching
rests, we are told it {s in the remote
past—the “Ancients”—and if we were
to call up the Anclents and ask whence
did you get this.information about life
in the spirit world?” they would in ail
probability say, “By revelation from
gpirits,” from God, or Jehovah, or the

‘Lord, a8 we read in the Bible.

‘Whers, then, {s the difference?
‘Theosophy rests on ancient spirit
messages; Spiritualism on modern spir-

‘it revelations which came at the right

time, when materiallsm was dense and

becoming more 80. - - .- .
Then Theosophists discovered that

this .was: all ancient bistory, and. they.

delved into the past and brought forth |-

Theosophy, ' I have no . fault to find
with this, but, why discard with scorn-
\1!}i modern messages -from the other
slde?-.. - . - -

. { This is' what strikes* me--8s - small-

minded ‘and ' due- solely  to! petty- jea):
onsy, which Is evidence of gelf: love
over-rillng love of truth. - - C
.+ Mrs,. Tingley-is doing a grand- worlk

| Inasmuch as she g ﬁro'vldlng more pen

fect bodies  and better balanced mindys
for loffy spirits from the other side t¢
dwell in.

Many men are lauded.to the skies
for producing finer and more perfect!
speclmens of plant life and lower’ anl-
mals, prize potatoes, prize apples,
prize dogs, prize horses, prize cows,
pigs and poultry, but Mrs, Tingley has
the only “factory” on earth where the
production of prize human beings, per-,
fectly balanced spiritually and mentat-
ly, is the aim sought for, and it is being
realized at Point Loma.

In a few years these will be sent to’
the four corners of the earth as teach-
ers of Rajah Yoga schools that will
help to regenerate
course other forces are at work elevat-

ism and Spiritualism and many other
forces are working for good and we

may wish them all “God speed.”

FRED A. BINNREY.
San Diego, Cai.

DEAFNESS AND
CATARRH GURED

BY “ACTINA”

Ninety-five per cent of all cnses of deafness
brought to our uttention is the result of chronis
catarrh of the throat and middle ear. Thealr
passages become clogged by catarrhal deposits,
swpping the uction of the Vibratory hones. Un.

T til these deposits are re-
moved a cure is impossi.
ble. The inner ear cannot
be reached by probing or
spraying, hence the inabil-
ufy of spaciulists to always
give relief. That there 1y
a sclentifie cure for mosty
forms of denfness and ca-
tarrh s demchstrated ov-
ery duy by the “Actina”
treatment. ‘I'be vapor cur-
rents generatéd by the
*Acting” pass through the
Xustachiuzn tubes into the
middle ear, removing the
catarrhal obstructions as
they pass  through the
wibes und loosen up the
bones, (haminer, uuvn and
L stirrup) in the iuner ear,
malking them resound,
“Acting'” hasseldom falled
to stop the singing noisesin the head. Wo have
known people troubled with this distressing
symptom for years tu be completely cured {n s
few weeks by this wonderful invention, ‘“Actf-
na' also cures in grip, asthma, bronehitds, sore
throat, weal lungs, colds and headache. and ali
other troubles that are directly or indirectly
dueto caturrh. “*Actina’ {s sent on trial post-
pald. Write us about your case. We will give
free advice und positive proof of ctires, A val-
uible book-~Irof. Wilkon's 100 page Treatise on
Disease, Freo. Address New York & London
Electrie Agsocfation, Dept. $42C, 929 Walnus
street, IKansas Cluy, Mo.

Gancer Guren

WITH S8OO0THING, BALMY OILS.
Cancer, Tumor, Catarrh, Piles, Fistula, Ulcers,
Eezgema and all Bkinand Female Disenses. Write
for Illustrated Book. Bentfree, Address @

DR BYE, Beoadvey, Kansas City, Mo,

NEW INVENTION!

(S Write for new bookiet, Bpecial Ofrr this menth. Our
(§79 new Quaker Yolding Vapor Bath Cobluets, lineas
Tt ‘ produced. Evergbody delighted, ujoy as
51 %] howe for 8¢ each all the marvelouscleunsing,
12 luvigoratng, curative effcts of the fwnioua
i

Turkish Buthe, Opea the 5,000,000 +kin
ﬂﬂ pores, purifles the entiro spstem, Leats Jln
WA Bprings. Prevents diseane, Saves Dr, bills,
.:h‘)'la Cured (housands, Nature’s dragles remedy
’g 1| for oolds, grip, rbeumatism, aches, polon,
] iood wnd akin diseases, Kidnry ftrouble
] ctiideen's diseases aud femslo ills, Qusran.
T BEEL G eed. Hrut on 30 days’ trlal, §100 to §300
maonth, ralesmen, managery, general age

[ 5 gente. 004 profle,
WICRLD MFG. CO., 82 WonLo Buitio, GINGIRKATI, OHID.

Bend usyou. Bdd. rus

and we willshow you

& Low to make$ Snday
absolutely rero; wo

turnish the work and teach you freo, you work in

the locality whore youl ive. Send us your addressand we will
explain thebusiness fully, romombor we guarantee a clenr profit
n(&ﬂ tor every dny's work, shsolutely sure Write at once.,
ROYAL MANUFACTURING (O, Box 131 { Detrott, Hiceb.
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The above 18 the number of the pPIOs-
ent 1ssue of The Progressive Thinker,
as printed at the top of the first page,
right kand corner. If this number cor
responds with the figures on your wrap-
per, then tke time you bave paid for bas
expired, and you are requested to'rcnew
your subscription. This number at the
right hand corner of the first page is ad-
vanced cach week, showing the numbes
of Progressive Thinkers {ssued up to
date. Keep watch of the number og
t*e tag of your wrapper.

OUR TWELVE PREMIUM BOOKS.

" They are our own publications.

They are neatly. and -subsiantlaily
bound in cloth. =+~ . )

No other publishing: house -in the
United - States excels them in the me-
chanical work—binding, printing and
paper. L

The three volumeés of the "Encyclopes
dia of Death, and Life - in - tha Spirlt
World,” contaln more valuable data
on Death and Spirit Lite than can be
dug up {n all the librarles of the world.

Then comes the valuable work by
Hudson Tuttle, "'The Religion of Man
and Ethics of Science.”

Then the excellent work by Dr. J. M,
Peebles, “The Seers of the Ages.”

Then comes the “Great Debate Be-
tween Moses Hull and W. F. Jamieson.
It will fill an important niche in your
library.

Then follows “Ghost Land,” “Art
Magic,” “The Next World Interviewed™
and “A Wanderer in the Splrit Lands,™
and the “Occult Life of Jesus.”

Ana lastly, our latest premium book,
“Letters From the Spirit World,” writ-
ten through the mediumship ot that re-
markable medium, Carlyle Petersilea. .

All these TWELVE PREMIUM
BOOKS are furnished to our subserib.
ers for $3.756 (postage prepaid)—a price
never before known in anciert or mod.
ern times. Read over our premium Iist
and then send for them. They will de.
light you. They will constitute a per
ennial fountain of knowledge for you
and your family,—an achievement only
accomplished by the Progressive
Thinker—a miracle {n modern business
enterprigel

BEAR IN MIND when ordering
Premium Books, that you must always
accompany the order with a year’s sub-
scription for The Progressive Thinker.

Father Tom and the Pops,

Ora ngm at tho Vatican. Written probab)
by 8ir Samuel Zarguson, From Blackwood

Aainburg Ma,
count of a roilcksome visit to the Pope of
Romo by Father Tom, an Irish priest, armed
with a superabundance of Irish wit, two im-
E!rinl quart bottles of Irish *‘poteen,” and an

1ah reclpe for “conwounding” tho same
Paper. £5 cents; oloth, 50 ceuts. «

THE LYCEUM GUIDE.
For the home, the lyceum and socle
ties.
and spiritual culture, By Emmnma’' Rood

eral society may bo organized and con-
ducted without other assistance.. Price,

press charges-unpaid. .

< Dealugo,

f

mankind., [0) 3

ing mankind as we all know. . Social- -

zine. This 13 & humorous ab.

A manual of physical, intellectual
Tuttle. A book by the ald of which & ..
progressive lyceum, a spiritual ‘or Ube -

50 cents; by thie dozen, 40 cents.. Bxs.--.

‘The Muyth of the Greap:Deluge,. -
By James M. MeCami.. Aconmplete.and oves
‘\vhalminggmtxtg’dc%g ‘:f o Blbte story of tpa :
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Thoughts—*Thoughts ~ Are Things,'
and Are Facts That Were In Exist-
ence Aeons Before There Was 3
. Braln. to Give Them Human Expres-
" glon, While They May Haye Found
Expression in Many Other Forms."”

Can you tell whence our thoughts and

: whither tney go, =
Or what their mission? Does anyone
» - know : i
"In what sphere they were bhorn? Ca
‘anyone- tell - . .
" The aerlal home where "they may
CY dwell?? -

“These opening lnes to a poem by M.
J. O. Whitney are very suggestive in
their. trend to a very perplexing gques-
tion, The average reader would doubt-
less give them but passing notice in
reading and let it go from his - mind
after. a.mental comment of “beautiful
thought.* We have been educated to
think that thoughts originate in the
mind of man and are the result of the
‘burning up of brain cells by intense
concentration. P

Recent experiences, however, have
given me an entirely different view of
this subject, and I now have the audac-

. ity to say that man does not think; that
the brain has no more power within-it-
gelf than a physical or material con-
structed machine of any kind, and is
subject to conditions around it the
same .as the crudest of machinery.
Overfeed a threshing machine and it
becomes choked and only half does its
work; under feed it and the grain is
crushed and scattered. Over feed the
brain with lts physical supply (blood)
and it becomes dull and drowsy; under
feed it and it is “light and airy”—in-
capable of “thought” in either case.

-“Thoughts are things"” and are facts
that were in existence aeons before
there was a brain to give them human
expresaion, while they may have found
expression in many other forms.

.Then you ask, “What is the function
of the brain to man?" .

.The brain is to the physical expres-
glon of man as the receiving instru-
ments of telegraphy, and tclephones
are Lo their respective systems,

The brain in itself is endowed with
no more power of thought than either
of these instruments.

‘When a telephone or telegrapn instru-
ment gets out of order in any way an
imperfect message or no message at all
is the result. The facts of the univer-
sal law are naught but what would lead
tc the betterment and righteousness of
all creatfon—but impaired and imper-
fectly developed brains have received
these messages imperfectly and placed
wrong interpretations on them, and the
result is the evil, the fads, fancies and
fanaticisms of the world to-day.

All the “advanced” thoughts of to-
day were facts as much in the fabled
days of Adam and Eve as now, only the
brain of that age was not developed in
its finer attributes in a degree {o re-
celvé them.

The brajn is an instrument that has
made gradual development in -its “re-
ceiving” powers from generation to
generation down through the past ages
until should some of the wise men of
pre-historic times be placed among the
people of now they would be but as
rude, uncultured children to us.

Bach new fact that records itself
through the brain eauses responsive vi-
brations among the surrounding cells
.that opens the way for other facts to
{ollow. )

In the history of man it has been a
noticeable fact that in every century,
here and there would be found men
with brains developed far ahead of
those of their fellow-men. In the
“dark ages” the possessors of such
brains would be tortured and often
burned at the stake as “witches” or
“devils” while in this age we have de-
veloped to a state where we let them
off by simply branding them as cranks,
fanatics or heretics, perhaps occasion-
glly confining one In an insane asylum
when he becomes too enthusiastic in
his cxpression. Closing our eyes we
hear yet the scoffs hurled at Marconi
in his early efforts at wireless telegra-
phy. We can hear the ignorant still
branding as cranks and fit companions
for imbeciles the advocates of mental
{elepathy—and yet are not these both
living facts, the former in practical use
end the latter still in a state of devel-
opment that will become more and
mere practical as the superstitions of
{ire past disappear and the idea of the
supernaturalness of this mode of com-
munication breaks ils shackles from
our minds.

Now in passing, let me say that the
word “supernatural” should be stricken
from our vocabulary—it has served its
purpose, as it was but the outgrowth of
a superstitious age. All things are
natural, and the outgrowth of natural
law, which is the only law of the uni-
verse.

On the surface of the lake that sup-
plied water for the ill-fated Johnstown,
there was a tiny wave—it washed
over the dam; another and another fol-
lowed in quick succession until the
whole mass became a living fact rush-
ing down the valley, carrying every-
thing before it.

A thought wave vibrates through
one brain; then another and another

until from brain to brain it goes with a

mighty rush that carries conviction in
its wake until it is almost universally

accepted and the world has taken an-

other stride forward in “civilization.”
And very often
thoughts vibrating from several

tions of the globe simultaneously; and

especially do we find this so in the line
Men in
various places will be working out the
same ideas at the same time. Perhaps
each have not interpreted their mes-
sages just alike ard each may be mak-
ing machines which are slightly defect-
ive in different parts, but by pooling
their messages they may construct a
1 say perfect—it is
perfect only as the age demands, or in
other words, ag the brain is developed
As the brain develops,
more and better grades of machinery
are in demand and the supply always
keeps pace with the demand. Note the
steps of the ages that used the sickle,.
the cradle, the reaper and the binder,
and then dare you say invention has
reached its summit? To our posterity
-much of the bést machinery of to-day
will'look as critde as do the good things’
The possi-
_bilities of man when he comes to a -full
" realization of himself are as limitless

cf inventive thought waves.

perfect machine.

to make use of.

cf the past century to us.

as the boundaries of the universe.. .

the ‘conscious . mind: nay - gather. fr
b6 subconsolos by. di the,

A New Theory In -Reference to

we find the same
sec-

.We are told by the learned proféssors
that the mentality of man -is -divided
- into. two classes—the. consclous and
.. gubconscious. .. I find in my- own per-
. sonality (and I'am no exception). four

“divisions of the mental faculties (there
_ may be more, but these are all I have’

clearly sensed-as yet), subconscious,

‘conscious, super-conscious and the will,

.“To the subconscious I place none. of
the qualities usually attributed to it. It
is ‘memory's warehouse wherain are
ptored -all the experiences .of tha con-
_ -seclous. mind: and is subject to the bevk
"+ and call of our consclous self; At ‘will

scious vibrations to the object sought.

The conscious mind lives and acts
only in the present and as tast as the
lessons are learned they -become part
of the gubconscipus. = The  consclous
and the sub-consclous combine to make
a man’s personality and in conjunction’
with the will individualizes him.-

The super-consclous Is that exalted
state of the mind that no men may call
his own, yet.it is an ipherent quality
within ug gll—it -is the controlling
power. of all life and is the source of
all knowledge and wisdom, -

In order to realize that state the
physical consclousness must be stilled,
therefore the conscious state can exert
no control over the superconscious, but
the superconscious is continually hold-
ing an influence over the conscious
mind. In a perfect state of supercon-
sclousness man becomes fully awake to
the fact of his one-ness with all things,
end all the wonders of the universe are
as an open book to him. Telescopes, tel-
ephones, telegraphy and *“twentieth
century limiteds” are useless adjuncty
in connecting him with the-desired ob-
ject or place he would learn of. What-
soever the physical or-conscious self
is capable of accomplishing by the aid
of machinery or other apparatus - the
super-consclous -will accomplish with-
out. - . .
The will is the direcling energy and
may be exerted in both the conscious
and the superconscious states,

You may think I have been-rambling
from the original subject, but I have
brought out these different points 8o
that you may more fully comprehend
my ideas. .

‘We may see the dim outlines of a fish
beneath the ice, but before we can
grasp the living fish {t:is necessary to’
chip the ice away, and the hole once
made very often entices other fish that
way. So .it 18 with the mind. - The,
brain is the jce between the conscious
and the superconsclous. When the vi-
brations of the superconscious strikes
a responsive chord in the brain it be-
comes a conscious fact to'us, ’

I hope I have made my meaning
clear to you.” Here is the truth as I
sense it: Man does not think; his brain
{s but the receiving instrument that
conveys the thought waves from the
universal source to his physical con-
gciousness.

Through this fact may be found a
plausible explanation of the ‘“mys-
terfes” of telepathy, auto-suggestion,
force of habit, etc., but they are each
worthy of subject matter by them-
sclves and 1 will not include them 'in |
this already :lengthy article,

These vibrations may not appeal U
vou now, but they will start waves in
motion in your brain that will eventual-
ly wash away the barriers and you will
realize their truth. . ’

Q. V. LABCYTBAUX,

Reading, Mich,

PASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.

{Obituaries to the extent of ten lined |
only will Le inserted free. All in excess -
of ten lines will be charged at the rate
of fiftecen cents per iine. About seven:
words counstitute one line,]

Passed to spirit life, from his home,
Bowling Green, Ohfo,, Nov. 9, Robert
Perry Willcox. He was born in Stark

came with his father, R. W. Willeox, to
Milan, Ohio, and in 1888 he married
Rose 'W. Hart and removed to Bowling
Green, to a large farm which he super
intended. When only 14 years old he
began the publication of a quarterly de-
voted to Spiritualism. He made this
into a monthly, and then semi-monthly,
1t was a bright magazine full of orig-
inal thoughts and gave great promise,
He wrote by influence of spirit friends,
and the matter was strongest evidence
of its origin. After he discontinued
this work and engaged in purely mate-
rial affairs this influence left him. He
made himself known in his locality by
his liberality of thought and progress-
ive agriculture, and his funeral was at-
tended by all the leading citizens.

Hudson Tuttle gave the address.

The remains were taken to his old
home in Milan, where a very large at-
tendance awaited to pay their last re-
spects, and a final eulogium was glven
by Mr. Tutlle.

Mr. and Mrs. R. N. Wilcox, parents of
the deceased, made themselves known
to the Spiritual public some years ago,
by furnishing the use of a hall, and
largely contributing to the expenses of
a speaker and equipment of a progress-
ive lyceum. Mr. Fred Dunakin was the
speaker for this society for three years.

- L IR 2 J

P ]

Mrs. Eliza M. Hunt passed to spirit
life, Sunday, Nov. 5, 1905, near Ham-
mond, Ind., at the age of 86 years, &
monthe and 21 days. She wa8 the
mother of Mrs. J. C. Underhill, with
whom she lived for mapy years, while
suffering and a long time helpless, be-
ing faithfully cared for by her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Underhill. She had long de-
sired to depart and be- free from her
sufferings.

On Tuesday following, Nov. 7, Miss
Sarah A, Underhill, sister of Jas. C, Un-
derhill, with whom she was living, en-
tered spirit life, in the 73th year of her
age, after several days of ektreme suf
{ering, during ‘which, by the physician’s
order, she was taken to a hospital at
Hammond, where an operation was
performed without beneficial result.
1S&le, too, was glad to pass to the higher

o. A

The earthly remains of both were
taken to Osseo, Mich., for interment.

. J.C. U

. T. Ahrens, a prominent Spiritualist
of Paola, Kans., passed to spirit life, at
his home on November 11. He had
dressed, and was sitting in his big chair
when he was stricken suddenly. Notle:
ing the pallor on his face, Mrs. Ahrens
and Dora ran to his side, but he could
not speak, They at once called a phy-’
sician and notified .the neighhors: But
his body was lifeless in a few minutes:
Dr. Porter pronounced it apoplexy:s He
had been at the store the day before
and only complained of n slight touch
of rheumatism, so the news of his pass:
Ing away was a great shock to the town..
He had the respect of women- every.’
where. Hundreds here cried when they
heard of his sudden -taking .off, and at
his funeral many old mothers from the
country ‘sat in the.parlor and on the
porches taroiigh the services with tears:
streaming down thejr checks.’ )
. 'The burlal services were conducted at-
the Ahrens home on the 13th, . All busi-
ness’In the city was suspended from 2
to 3:30 'D. 1M ‘and there were over a
theusand people in atténdance. - Mrs.
W. E. Stephens, , of "Kausas . City; a

ficlated at'the home and at: the grave..
Her discourse wag along the 'lines “of
Spjritualistic belief and commanded the
closest attention. At tlie home. she
first read Mr. Ahrens’ favorite poem,
“Oh, Why Should-the. Spirit of ‘Mortal
Be Proud?” and then followed with an’
eloquent tributo to the departed, whom
she-declared had simply. passed t
Mhigher life.-, At .the grave, in  the
cemetery;  she spoke -of ‘the: belle
' the on on 0L -\

county, I, "Aug.29, 1865." In 1871 he{ -

{eacher ‘and medium of Spiritualism, of-

| 840 - Humboldt..ayenue;:
lerinai, ~and

"A Paper that Never Falters, Never Pz{usfes in-Its |
the Cause of Spiritualism, Science, Morality, Higher Thought, and a Better Life.

Effort for thé‘Greafest Good to

Give Us the Trth, the Whole A?‘ Truth, 2

viewed the conditions of this life, and
dlelivered a-eulogy befilting the occa-
slon., - e .

Spirfuaist Meefings.

It {3 important Wwhen s meeting 18

that {nquirers may not be mislead. We
want new notices of all meetings being
ltxxeld ‘hero it public holls gt the present

First German Spirjtualist Soclety on
the West Bide. Meetings every Sunday
at 8 p. m. in Garselman’s Hall, corner
-Aghbland ayenue and W. 13th street.

Central Spiritual Cliurch holds serv-
lces each Bunday afterncon at;2:30, at
Fasking’s hall, 30th and Archer.avenue.
Conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Howes, " . =

The Light of Truth Church will hold
services in' Hopkins’ Hall 528 W 63rd
ptreet, near Stewart avenue, Conler-
ence at 3 p, m, Lecture at 7:46. Mes-
sages at each service, Midweelk meet-
ing Thursday.3 p..m. Mrs, Jeffery Bur-
land, pastor.: S

<hicago Spiritual Allfanée Church, In
Vincennes Hall, 85th and Cottage Grove
avenue. - Mrs. May Ejmq, pastor, as-
sisted by Hugh 8. Tragser. All wel-
come. Services ut 3 and 8 p. m.

he Kenwood Spiritual ~Church will
hold services every Sunday at 8 and 8
p. m. at Kenwood [Hal), Nos, 4308-10
Cottage Grove avenue.. Good speakers
and music. Mrs. Grace B, Aitken, pss-
tor and test medium. Come and Dbring
your friends, -~ . - o

The Progresslve Boclety holds serv-
fces every Sunday at 183 Bast North
avenue, corner Burling, at 3 and 8 p. m,
«Good speakers, tests and messages at
evory. sesslon, -Mrs. Hilbert, pastor.

The Church of the Paychic Forces
holds services at Wiicox Hall, corner
Champlain avenue and 43d street, every
Sunday. Conference at:3 p. m, Leo-
ture at 8 p. m. Thehall number {5 861-
863 East 434 street.
Iea Cleveland,

Spiritual Sclence Soclety. meets every
Bunday from 2 to 10 p. m., at Arlington
Hall, N. W, corier of 31st street and
Indiana avenue, Admission to after-
noon meetings, free; evening servite,
15 cents. Mra, Dixon and her daughter,
the child wonder, wii],always be in at-
tendance. Othern will ‘assist. These
meetings will bé'continued all summer.
Dr..Beverly, president, No, 44 lBast 318t
‘street. .

‘A Spirituallst
opened by Mrs. Schwann, at 523 Bel-

day and Thursday evening at -8
o’clock. Testq and musi. &t every zer-
vice, -. .~ o
*The Spiritual Church of the Students
of .Nature will hold services every Sun-
day at 7:30.p. m;, at Van Buren Opera
House, corner Madison apnd California
avenue. Good spenkers and test medi-
ums. Mrs. M. Schumacher, pastor. -

The German-Bnglish Soclety, Bund
der Wahrheit No. 18, holds services ev-
ery Sunday evening at 8 o'clock in
Brand’s Hall, 162 North avenue, be-
tween Halsted and Clybourn. Also
every Thursday evening in Math. Jung's
Hall, 1071 Lincoln avenue, southeast
corner Ashland and Lincoln avenues;
entrance first door north of Howard’s
theater. Frank Joseph, medium, kv-
erybody welcome.

The Christian Occult Church, Uniteé
Brotherhood Hall, 3245 State street.
Ivery ‘Sunday ovening 'at 7:30. Test
messages given by good mediums. Good
speakers in attendance.

The Golden Rule 8pirttualist Society
will hold meetings every. Sunday at 3
and 8 p. m., at O'Donnell College Bldg.,
South Paulina street, between Washing-
ton Boulevard and Park avenune. All
cordially invited.

Temple Light and Truth, 8370 Waban-
eia avenue, near Robey street -and
North avenue. Sunday-school 10:30 a.
m. Lectures and spirit messages given
at 3 and 8 p. m., by Mrs. T, Loll, pastor,
cvery Sunday, in German and English.

The Hyde Park Occult. Society holdg
regular Sunday evening - services, 7:46
o'clock, at 319 E. 656th street, between
Kimbark and Monroe avesues, Jackson
Park cars pass the door. The best tal-
ent available will be secured for all
meetings. To spread the truth Is the
object of this-gociety. Address all com-
munications to Miss Eva- L. Btewart,
corresponding secretary, ‘456 H. b&5th
street. Entrance to hall, 319 B. tbth
gtreet. .o

Tre Spiritual Association of Sixty-
ninth street and Wentworth avenue,
meets every Sunday at Alberta Hall,
6922. - Hon. D. Gilmour will address the
meeting at.7:30 -p, m. Conference at
2:30 p. m. ST

The Rising Sun Mission - will hold

gervices. until further notice, Sunday af-
ternoons at 8, evenings at-8 o’'clock, at
Star Lodge Hall,- 378 So0.. Western ave-
nue. All weleome. = .
Spiritual Mission ' Chapel (0ld 77)
77- Bast . Thirty-first street.. Services.
every Sunday at 3 and-8 p.-m. Selen-
tific and philosophical -léctures;
psychic and message ‘bearers’in attend-
ance. Prof. F.'M. Stoller, donductor.

Church of thé Soul Commiunion meets
overy Sunday at'3 and 8'p. m, in Lin-
coln Park Lodgze Hall, 869" N. Clark
street, opposite main entrance to Lin-
coln. Park, Lecture, tests and messages
at each meeting. "R. 8. Ray, pastor.- .-

Lake View. .Spiritual. Union - holds
meetings : Sundey - afterncons. at 3
o'clock, at ‘Wells’ - Hall,” 1623 North
Clark street, corner.: Fletcher :street.
Services conducted by . .Dr.. and: Mrs.
Carl A. Wickland, assisted 'by others.
Friends and co-workers -condially - in-
vited. Residenca 616 N. Wells street,

: Church of -the Soul; Mrs. Cora L, V.
Richmond, pastor, meets every Sunday
in room 309 Masonic Temple. -Service -

tar's .address, 3802 Ridge avenie, Rog:
ers Park. .Day at home, Friday, -

the Churcli of the Soul, meets ‘at room
‘512 -Masonic Temple, every first  and.
ulm-‘d Thursday: of the nonth: “After:’
noon ‘session, 3 -o'clock; ‘evening ges-
“sion, 7:30. ILiveryone :aitending'is -re.
‘quested-to : furnish: refreshments for
6315 supper. - Coffeq tickets, 10 cénts: -

" Church of.the :North Star - Spiritual
‘Union,- incorporatéd. Meetings Sundays.
at 8 p. m. sharp, at Perls Hall, 1546
Milwaukee avenue, néar Western ave-
nue. i Lectuter, Rev, Dr; P. M. Bsger, 82.
willow street; ‘presiden

medium, Mra,
visiting :‘gedmm Al

suspended, that notice be given us, 80 |-

_Condn_xcbed by Mrs.

'feinble has been'|

mont avenue. Bervices held every Sun- |.

~|.By Prot W. M. Eiockwdod, Paper, &4 conts.

] . Tho Story of mSummer, By Lili
11°a. m, Sunday-sehool’10"a  m. Pas- |

“The Band:of Harmony, aukiMdry - to |:

-@ladys Cooley.

W. Hassman, |:

nd Nothing but the Trufh

SEN D AGE and 2cts, for psychometric read-
ing. lars, FranclsF, Spangler, Pittsburg, Kan.

EADING BY MAIL ONLY, 2 CENTS. SEND
datoof birth, Quostions answered. Mrs, Mid-

Qieton, 540 Bierra £1., Loa Angeles, Cal.

: . Cured.Wihile You Sleep.
CATARRH’ T?v,(‘)’mbl?w's free. Hard cases
ASTHMA .Ererex'red.‘ B, C. Co., 1840 Vau

'

uren 5t., Chicago.
BRI, A, V, ARBIYS, Spiritual Medium. 27
o £lue streot, Giicago, 1., second floor, Read-
fnga duliy, ot rooms, except Sunday, Houvs, g5,
m.todp. m, -Fos reading by mafl, send Jock of
hair, dute of birth, and 26 cents in stamps, .

—— : T,
Business:Medium and. Psychometrist,
Send date of birth,.ask three guosuona. which
will be unswered, ant o trial reading, for 25 centa,
For psychometry.-send. article_or- specimen” to
léc%d fron, THERESE DUANE, Box 87, Berkeley.
al. : . .

] - . . 1
Bible, Beer and Socialism,
By 8. J. BROWNSOM, M, D., Fayetteville,
Ark:;10.ct8; *“Chis is.the Mest Solution of the
Temperance Prohtem yot produced; Jearned

1ogical, tonelnsive and somewhat stariling.” fo |

competent crities.say, “Address:the suthor,

The Chief Wodden Trumpet, $1 Up

triumpot manlfestations and developing the sume,
and for all kinds of talking machiney. Bend for
ilnstrated clrenlar and. price list, CONRAD

GRAY, 588 Fulton st., Chicago. Il

F. F. Neitzel, Astrological Seer. |-

Spiritual Clairvoyant and Healer.

Send 2 cents (silver) and date of. birth, month
and year, for a trial resding avith. prospects.of
coming year, Ask:two questions which will be
answered: full rending with-horoscope, one dol~
lar,  Send for the new book, “Science of Life
8tudles.”. 10cents (s{lver), Addross, ¥, I, NBIT-
ZEL, Box 088, Spokaue, Wash.

‘MRS. MAY A, PRICE

Wil glve Clairvoyant- roadings by mall, assisted
Dby 8 Bpirittencher of Astrology, uu ancient Greek,
Wil diagnoso physieal conditions, and give ad-
vise of the Spirit Physician. Will te}i you of ma-
terial conditions and give spiritt ndvise, Send
Jock of halr, dute of birth, and onedollar, Lawse
of mediumsiip teught. Obsession or any unde-
sirnble influonce cured. 812 Fifth at,,N,W,, Wasb-
ington, D. O o .

NIOHOLAS BEUKER,
Clairvoyant Readings and Tests,

From létter or lock of hair, by mall, §100.
" Satisfaction or-Money Refunded.
Box 283, Oklghoma City, Okla,

SPIRITUAL MEDIUM
and-Psychometrist, -

Clairvoyant-descripttons, spirit measages (names
often given), ¢haractes delinentions, dlugnosis of
physical, mental and psychic condition, with ad-
vice on medinmshipasnd all affairs of Hfe when
desired. Fall Mtentiing $1.00. Two ques-
tions answerod; 23 conta,
Corxrect Readingsor Money Rofunded,
ELLA*ROYAL WILLIAMS,
834 11th st., N, B, Washington, D, C.

Dark Sedrice, $1.50; £.00 . Light Seance, The in.

fallibiefibre trumpess: carAing) enamel finish,
Guarantecd, better thiu metal, insulated top and

“bottom : 86 x 5. ~Bodklet for development, 132

¢tg., in stamps.:: Self-Qoveloping cabinet; physi-
cal combination; battery. qmbine}; planchets,
Send stamp foristrovlar. © 0 L. C

v
JAS. NEWTON, ¥eB. Dore St,; Toledo. O.

- FRANK N. FOSTER,.

Sirlt Photographer,

Twenty years experience, M{) work ig favora-
bly known {n every statein the Unlon. 1 have
the ONLY negative, talten by me, at the Boches-
ter Jubilae in 1898, of tho large spirit painting of
the Fox Sisters. exhibited by Mr. W, H. Bach, in
his gallery of Spirit Art. No otber negative has
‘been takkn of this painting, and all claiming such
arecoples from the original. Send for free circu-
jurs, ¥, N. FOSTER, 91 Fltzhugh st. Grand
Rapids, Mich,

99959544 §
DR. CHARLES E. WATKINS,

7" The.Chronist,

. Will Diagnose

" Disease FREE,
eI dole penttor 1 e

do not put i off,” Everyono ought to have thel
physicalcondition examined twice a year.

~Dr. Charles E. Watkins,

" ¥ HOTEL WESTLAND,
-Baock Bay, Boston, Mass.

bhbhbbhhbb

_* DON'T READ THIS.

Frances L. Loucks, one of the greatest Paychio

.  wonders living that uses the spiiitual X-ray with-
That are mude under Guide Chlef Red Jacket. for y Withh

out any leading symptom to divect, and locate all
internal disesses, A trial will convinge you.
Nervous exhaustion and lost vigor of both sexes
‘8uccessfully treated, as hundreds can testify.
Send name, nge, sex, complexion and 10 cents {n
stamps, and recelve o covrect dingnosis of your
case, free, worth'dollars to you, Address,

. FRANOES L. LOUCKS,

8 Warren 8t Stonehiam, Nata,

AN ASTONISHING OFFER

~'Bend thres two.cent stamps, lock of
bair, age, name and the leading symp-
‘tom, and your disease will be diagnosed
free by spirit power.

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,

280 Nortn Sixth 8t.
8an Jose, Call

Isond'ot the oldest and mosy successful Spirl
ual and Magnetic Physiclans, His cures urel:mut
velous; his examinaifons aro free to all who send
himname, age. sex, and lock of halr, and & cents
instampg, Ho doesn't ask for leadin symptoms,
He treats nervous exhaustion of both .ebxes with
wonderful success, at reduced prices. A trial wiil
convirceyou. His practice extends nll over the
land. Hecures you in your own home,
Address, . J, 8, LOUOKS, M, D,,
: Lock Box 1203 Stoneham Mass.

Restores Lost Vision,
‘Write for Illustrated Circular
8 e showing styles and prices and
P 1 photo of Splrit Yurma, who de-
veloped this Clairvoyant power inme. 1can ad-
iust my Melted Pebble Lens Spectacle as perfeet~
y 1o your eyes at your own home and send b
mall, a8 if you were in my ofice. Thousands wlﬁ
testify. B. ¥ YOOLR,
HAVE ¥0U 43 Evaaston Ave., Chicargo. (1t
: CATARRHY My Vegetadl
Battery treatment will cure it. This {Jntter;"y \vu‘{
‘break “J’ 8 cold in the head In aday. Sontpoat-
age pald for §1.10. B, F. POOLE, 43 Evanston ave.,
Chicago, 11). . ’ )

The Wonders of Life.

By ERNEST HAECKEL, Author of “The
Riddle of the Universe.” This book is confined
to the realm of oxl'ga.nlc sclence, and troats of
“The Knowledge, Nature, Functions and Histo-
ry of Life.”” Price, cloth, $1.50.

By Ernest Renap.

:[nﬁ l_"? Ot éﬂéus Translated from

e original Fren 88 pages, well bound
cloth. 76 cents. vages, | o

Awonrfu

Psyc-hical Development.

§¥- My system of. development will afford yon
the results in your special phase, You unfold
your every power. If you wish to become a pay-
chometrist. clnirvoyant. telepathist, slate writer,
intuitlonal reader. ingpirational speaker, tesL me-
dium. healer, seer, adept, then try my system,
Hundreds have sncceeded, I begin to seo and
teel the forces at' all-times around me,” writes
Mrs. Agnes Gray. Vancouver, 1 would not ex-
cliange what. your-aystem has taught me for the
woslth of Roekefeller.”—Mr. C. strohmeyer, Gi-
rard, O. Bpecial reduced f:e3, Send stamped ad-
dressed envelope forprospectus and terms to the
specialist, J. ©. F. GRUMBINE, Chestnut
Hill Station, Boston, Mass,

Victor Vogel's Orchestra,

First Class usic Furnished

for Parties, Balls, Receptions. Weddings, Enter-
tainments, ete. Office and residence. 4218 Cham-
plain avenue, Chicago, Iil.- Mr. Vogel is a well-
known Spiritualist of Chicago, and a natural born
musician and composer of some note. His Or-
chestra 18 composed of first class musicians, and
with the extensive Rz2pertory of the

Latest and Most Popular Music,

wo feel confldent that he.wlll glve perfect satis-
faction at the dances-and entartainments given
by Bpiritaalist Sceleties of Chicago. Give
him a trial. A postat. card to him will receive
prompl answer,

Sheﬂt M[]S][}. ‘Three Beautiful

s Spiritual Songs,

*We A assing But.Once This Way.” S

ands refrain, by B %E.‘I{udson: price, %}::ent.s‘.) it
“Satisfied.”t.- A roveric. 'B: .

Price 25 cents. - M4 & Maxham.
“The Light of Resgon.” English and German

words; sung.to the tune of *

Ligue" Price 25 Cents:. - ‘Lead, Kindly

¥ 1C DT An Interesting Sto
N LISBETH ‘of Two Worlds. y

Elevating, I'ascinat-

lene -ing and Instructive Throughout,

This work by CarrloE. S, Twing 15 exception-

-ally interesting. - She: woll says: “These char-
-} acters which MVehmnPht out'the highest and .

lowest.in differant religious beliefs, have moved
e, not I themy”’ The‘wholo book is fnteresting;
t ting, and-i ve. Prico, 81.00. .

Researchils: Madern Spirtuafisnm

:By SIR° WILLIAM GROOKES, F, R.-S., with

“iliustrations,. Qf :unusual interest and value.

by cneof the greates% sclentists of ‘tho world.
Price, 50 cents. T : -

Molecufar Hupdthesis of Nature ;
The Relation ofIts Ptinciples;to Continued Ex-
istence and .to he PHilosophy of § kiouul@r,

BT K o
. - s’
< AFTER-HER DEATH.

: an Whiting.

Parvaded wih pare apd beautiful'spirituslity

,0f thought.. Imstructive and-heipful to all who

Jovs ond: seskithe higher and ‘finer ways ol
spiritust'experionce. -Price, $1.00. .7

ing at 780. sharp, In Grand Boulevard
Hall, corner 47th-and Grand Boulevard.
Speaker -and message ;bearer, Georgia
Hall-can be-reached by
gouth Side Elevated; dIndiana. avenue
eiectrio and 47th street.oross: line cars.
Speaker's:” residence,.. 667 Bast. 62nd
gtreet, Chicago, Wi vzl .l =07

The -7 Englewood - “ Spiritual * Unlon
meets every Sunday at 2:80 and 7:30.at.
the - G.”A. R: hell, 6236 Princeton ave:
‘nue.: Bvery Thursday:at 2:30, Ladiés’

~|'Masters -of  the

'parents tha

A Big Cut in Occult Books
.i# READ CAREFULLY. _g1

CLAIRVOYANCE, By J. C, F Grumbine. 160
pages and contalning new matter on Divination
and Crystal reading. It is endorsed by Lilian
Whitlng, Henry Wood, The Progressive Thinker,
W. J. Oolville. and all up-to-date writers and lec-
tuvers on oceult subjects. Prof. Hardin, the noted
hypnotist, uses it as a text book for his students,

Do you wish to unfold the clairvoyant vision,
see aud converso with apirits, to pleree the vell
of sense and matter. beeome a seer 1ike Pau), en-
ter the spiritual world at will aud without golng
into a trance or losing your identity? Doyon wigh
to })racuce telepathy, locete minera's and hidden
or lost coins and treasures, know the future and
earu_your lvingby {7 Price reduced from $2.00

to §1.60.

AURAS AND COLORS. How {o read the atmos-
phere of persons aud undersiand the appearance
of halos, anreolas and the nimbdns, Conlains a
color dlctlonarg. Paper, price 50 centa.

DEATH AND AFTERWARDS, by an Adept. A
profound study from actual facts of iife beyond
the grave. Cloth, price 75 cents.

REALIZATION. How 10 become well. success-
ful and prosperous. A wonderfully helpful book
for beginuners. Paper, price 60 centa.

PSYCHOMETRY. ‘Peaches how to get at the
soul of thinzs. Paper, Price b0 centa.

THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY luminously set forth
B0 that anyone can realize God. Cloth, price 7be,

tﬁ[‘Send $2.25 for o large erystal for crystal
reading.

t#™Old and valuable copies of oceult books and
magazines for sale-cheap. Address,

J. C, F. GRUMBINE,
Algonguin Road, Chestnut Hill Sta.,
L. Boston: Mass,

. “Prinefples of Light and Color.” By
. D. Babbitt, M. D, LL. D. ‘A truly
great work of a master mind, and one
whom. Spiritualists should delight to
honor. ‘The result of years of deep
thought . and paticnt research into Na.
ture's finer forces are here gathereq
and made amenable to the well-being of
humanity. Medical men especially, ang
scientists, generdl readers and students
of occuit forces will find instruction of
great value and Interest. A largs, four.
poiund book, strongly bound, and con-
taining' beautiful fllustrative - plates,
For salo at.this office. Price, postpald,

5. Itis ztz \gonderﬁlgwork and you will

a . ;

“New ‘f'estament Storles Comlca!ly'il‘.'
fustrated. -Drawings by Watson‘Hes.
ton., ‘With Critical and Humorous Com.
ments upon the Texts.”  Heston's
drawings are incomparable, and excru.
clatingly funny, - Price in boards, $1.

Oloth, §1.60. oo : -
. “Harmonics of Evolution. The Phi)-
osophy of. Individual life, Based ‘Upon
Natural Science, as Taught by Modern
Law.” By Florence
Huntley. . A work of-deep thought, car.

rying the principles of evolution into.

pew fields. - Price, cloth, $2. . .
‘wpeyond the - Vall” A ‘Sequel to
“Rending the Vall.” - Belng a ‘complia..
tlon, with notes and-. explanations, of
narrations and illustrations of spirit ex.
periences, spoken, Written ahd made by
full-form . materinlizations; setting up a

Nyhat We Shall Be,"-and . a code of
cthics, reqhisite to the nios. speedy re.’
-alization of-tho highest and. purest fo
‘l!élty'xittmnl:bg? i{l) t?e. fﬂlture lite, .A
wery remarkable book.  Large; octav
S8 pagos. - Price, §LAS, ©
“_*How to Traln Children . and --Pa.
fents.” - Mrs. Blizabeth -Towne.. takes
the position that in maby cases it is the
¢d the ~training miots
than’ the: children, and advises: parents.
‘look . to- 8, ty-ftve

R. F, _thtjq_ Has ‘Somethlngv to Bay of
the Late N, 8, A, Convention,

- Last year, with the “great majority,”
we _were obliged to study the N. §.-A.
convention -from the vlew-point of an

outsider, read *hetween ‘the lines” of

the.published reports,. etc,, and thus

| form, as best we could, an opinion as
This

to its vitality -and usefuness.
year, thanks, largely, to its central loca-

tion, we ‘were able to join the “minor-

ity” and hje us away. to Minneapolis
and so form conclusions at “first hand.”
To one interested more in results

than external appliances; "more inter-
ested in mieasures than in men; desir-
ing above all things else the upbuilding
of . Spiritualism in its purity and

strength, the question naturally and

properly arises as to the efilciency of

any agency employed to sustain it.

The-question whether all the labor g0
cheerfully given by loving hearts and

willing minds, and often at the expense
of bodily comfort and peace of mind, is

warranted by results following;. wheth-
er the effort to erect -a structure—de-
signed to supersede the wornout mech-
anism of “creed-culture” and churchol-
ogy—is really producing the desired re-
sults, will continually present itself for

an answer.

This, at least, i1s an evor-present in-
quiry with the writer—has been for

many years, and will probably continue
to be till the curtain drops, and possibly
ever after.

It has long been aflparent that much

of the labor expended in the effort to

place Spiritualism upon a proper foot

ing has-heen “labor expended in vain,”

and not only void of good results, but

for the time being prolific of much that
told for evil rather than guod.

‘We have been anxfously awaiting the
development of an agency that should

engraft upon our modern civilization a

pure philogsophy bottomed upon facts
real instead of upon facls apparent; a
philosophy sustained by science and ap-
proved by human experience,
Spiritualism proper, furnishes this
philosophy.
ils development and appiication;

ualist can afiord to modify his or her ef-
forts In the smallest dezree until this
ideal has become a reality.

This inguiry as to the usefulness of

the N. 8. A. as a working agency in
producing as a whole or 1n part, this

much desired result ig natural, and that

it is becoming general is plainly shown
by the articles often appearing in tbe
gecular press; as well as in the col-
umns of our own representative papers.
And it is upon this point more than any
other that we wish lo pass judgment at
this time. .

It i8 not an easy task at all times to
take an accurate measure of the
strength of a given piece of machinery.
Resort is often necessary to the traip-
ing and testing grounds before we may
know how much to rely upon the dura-
bility and effectiveness of the instru-
ment on trial.

‘We know that a chaln is no stronger
than its weakest link, and generally we
are inclined to measurs the moral
mechanism by a similar rule, But this
rule of physics does not hold in the
realm of pgychic law. Man is no weak-
er and no stronger than his average.
As with the individual, so with groups,
or man in his society relations.

Barring pericds of temporary excite-
ment or enthusiasm the intrinsic value

of a public body iz manifest in its av-
erage capacity, and, this
strength is as often shown by its ability

to resist as by its capacity to originate.
Indeed, it requires a higher grade of

ability and courage to resist a demand

which undisciplined emotion would
to originate a
measure which the majority intuitively
fcel to be right, and measured by this
standard the recent ‘gathering at Min-

gladly concede than

reapolis was a pronounced success.
Not infrequently were the emotions

of that assembly of strong men and wo-
men profoundly moved. More than once

was it called upon to “resist,” and turn

back the waves of emotional enthusi-
asm touching issues which the brain of

the convention could not approve.

The masses of the people in our mod-

ern civilization are still on the emo-
tional plane.

regulate and control that heart and
brain shall move in unison.

Apropos the first, I do not believe a
better disposed class of people are to
he found any where than those recently
convened at Minneapolis,

There may be a difference of opinion
touching their capacity to "do things,”
and do them “right,” but the unanimity
of sentiment in the final settlement of
imporiant questions did not indicate it.

‘We have regarded the symptoms fa-
vorable from the first gatherings of the
N. S. A. As time passes, and numbers
increase and resources
there seems to be the requisite capacity
to rise to the new demands.

This last gathering came as near
rounding out and carrying to comple-
tion the aspirations of the past, as hu-

man agency can be expected to accom-

plish,

It must not be understood that there
was no diversity of opinion, the reverse
is true, and every earnesi worker pres-
ent was for the {ime being a ‘“demo-
crat”; that is, he or she “had an opin-
fon” and desired to make it known;
and, with a hand less skilled than that
which held the gavel a different story
might be told; but with all the single-
ness of purpose, together with the wil-
lingness to acquiesce in the will of the
majority, were plainly apparent, and
pleasing to witness.

And when the closing scenes were be-
ing enacted, and the selection was to be
made of those to whom was to he com-

mitted the interests of the Natijonal As-|

saciation for another yenr, those who
were to assume the grand responsibility
of leading in the movement of national-
ization of Spiritualism in this country,
the emotions of every loyal worker were
again profoundly moved.

The writer has attended many con-
ventions of similair nature, but never
one in which-less was .sald or less
known as to wishes of the delegates as
to choice of officers.: - - :

If any_personal . antagonism -or per-
gonal ambitions existed, they were not
made - apparent. . The delegates “in-
gtructed,” and the “tellers” and others
did the work.. Result: Re-election of
entire’ administration without a single
formal ballot: - May this last scene be

-taken as .a precursor.of harmony in the

ranks entire, without which organized

selentific 2nd ‘personal verlfication of. ‘Spiritualism will fafl of its mission and’

{ts adherents relegated to the rear in
philanthropic endeavor,. = - - .
_ 'There was vie feature of the attend-

‘ance, hiowever, which. to us was not so.

pleasing—the. absence of many ;of the

A gld-time workers: whom, We expected 10

mee} and hear in the councils of the ds-
sembly. We could  secarcely . refrain
from casting our mind over the gather-
‘tng,.and, like Rip ‘Van. Winkle, calling

“the. Toll ‘of former leaders and asking,

“What has become. I’ these?. Have
ey . begn riinning”amuck with O

Human interests require
and
notwithstanding the labor lost no Spirit-

inherent

Spiritualists are pre-em-
inently so, and one of the strongest
tests of administrative ability is to so

accumulate,

Scintilations From Seatle,

Boys, If this meets your gaze, alli
vounger brother to say, t.ﬁat {he .[(31W§3u
A.;(stﬂl needs your services.
Old men for couneil, &nd young men
for war,” Is a good maxim, but ours is a
movement in which “councll” s a lead-
Ing fa(_;tor, and needed now, quite as
much, if not more, than in the earlier
stages when opposition ‘made warfare
(mental) a necessity. These old veter-
ang should not be relegated to the rear,
The young sprouts from forty to sixty,
Just blossoming into early manhood, can
well afford to give the old leaders “the
right of way” for a while longer, and
the cause of Spiritualism will not suffer
in the least degree if this is done. May
these venerable brethren and sisters be-

tion to be held in Chicago in 1906,
Seattle, Wash, - R. I, LITTLE,

ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS.

—

The Work of the 8piritual $cience
Soclety,

The Spiritual Science Society o

Rockforg, 111., is still moving torwa?rd l;
the grand cause of Spiritualism. The
Soclety opened its meetings on Sunday,
Sept. 17, with our old friend and co.
worker, the Rev. G. H. Brooks. Our
meelings were not very well attended
the first two Sundays as there were s0
many attractions going on in various
parts of the city, but the few that came
out recelved some spiritual crumbs to
feeg their hungry souls,
The society was greatly pleased to
see two dear faces once more with us,
one our esteemed treasurer, Mr, A, W.
Plerce, who had been sick ever since
April 20, being afflicted with an abscess
in his head, also an attack of pleurisy;
we feel very thanlkful that he is spared
lo us. The other was our welj-tried co-
worlker, Madame Brunswlck”- who was
taken sick almost as soon ag she fin-
Ished her engagement with the soclety
and was not able to get around until a
few days before we commenced our
meetings.

On the first of October and through
the month we had Madame Bruswick to
give to the people of Rockford the dem-
onstrationg of the immortality of the
saul, and our meeting were well attend-
ed all through the month by appreci-
ative audiences. The first four Sun-
days myself took care of the discourses,
taking a variety of topies for these dis-
courses in expounding our beautiful phil-
osophy, and many a remark has come
from those who have just commenced
to attend our meetings that they had no
idea that Spiritualism has such a heau-
tiful philosophy, as well as its demon-
stration.

On the last Sunday in October we
bad our state president, Dr. George B.
‘Warne, with us, and I can assure you
that we were very well pleased to have
him visit us; he could see for himselt
the work we are doing in this section,
and 1 think it pleased him véry much,
His address 10 the audience was en-
titled “Prayer;” it was well delivered,
clear, logical and straight to the point.
Almost from the beginning he held the
large audience spell bound, and almost
to a unit they declared that it was gne
of the best addresses that had beéen
given In Rockford under the auspices of
Spiritualism.

For the month of November we en-
gaged the Rev. Frank T. Ripley of Tip-
ton, Ind. It is the first time this work-

and I can assure you that we are highly
pleased to have been able to secure the
services’of this dear old worker in tho
Truth., His addresses have been varied
and instructive, giving good satisfac-
tion, and I am sure giving to us Spirit-
valist lessons which we shall remember
lor many a day to come. His tests and
messages have been excellent, convine-
ing many who have been bullet-proof
until now. Bro. Ripley has endeared
himself to us, and we to him; there
has been a bond of love and sympathy
between us, and he has been outspoken
and fearless in promulgating the truth,
Since his stay with us we have had sev-
eral recognitions of our meetings and
Bro. Ripley’s work in the local papers.
The officers of the society are so well
pleased with his work that they have
securcd his services again for the
month of January.

During the past few weeks [ have
made it a point to speak for that silent
migsionary that comes to us once a
week the year round—The Progressive
Thinker, and I hope that a great many
copies will be put into circulation not
only among Spiritualists but others,
that people will see what is going on in
the world at large in our ranks.

A BOOTH,

Rockford, I11. President.

A Spiritual Wedding.

On Saturday, Nov. 4, near Castle
Rock, Cowlitz county, Washington, I of-
ficlated at the wedding . ceremony of
John W. Hesford and Miss Bessie Gra-
ham. The wedding took place in the
home of Wm. M. Hesford, fatheriof the
groom, and the parlor was beautifully
decorated with ribbons, cedars and
ferns. Just as the words were spoken
that pronounced them “husband and
wife,” one who understood the “combi-
nation,” pulled a string that tipped a
horn just over the heads of the happy
couple, and they received a generous
shower of rice.

tured seems smooth, and a host ob:
friends congratulated them at the close*
of the service. The parents of the
young man are devoted Spiritualists
and readers of The Progressive Think-
er. With them Spiritualism means, a
spiritual minister for spiritual services.
- REV. G. C, LOVH.

Portland, Oregon.

FORT WAYNE, IND.

A Successful Mass-Meeting Held There.

——

_The Indiana State Association of
Spiritualists, held a three days’ mass-
meeting 'at Fort Wayne, Ind. Dr.
Warne, of Chicago, Ill., and W. V. Ni-
curmn of Dayton, Ohlo, were the speak-
ers; Mrs. Anna Throndsen of Indianap-
olis, Ind.,, the message bearer. The
work of all was appreciated and praised
by many. Dr. Warne and Mr. Nicum
are two able orators, and the Indiana
Spiritualists are finding out that the
state board puts none bit the bést.on
the platform. The messages given. were
accurate and nearly. all recognized.
The Spiritualists of Fort Wayne did not
turn out as expected, but after all the
meeting was & success..- - -
. We -here- take pleasure ‘In thanking
the many friends in Fort Wayne who,
assisted in making this meeting possi-
ble, and hope to meet with them agiin,
. The next mass-meeting .will be held

n January, and Muncie: may be the-

place: - Remember, Mr.-Will J. Erwood
will “work -in -this state January and
Februayy. Be. in' line, and . speak for

him now. - Wake up! Wrlte Mra, Mong.

for dates now. “Getin the lead,

come prominent factors in thie conven- .

2

er has been in this part of the state]”~

: The matrimonial sea.’
upon which the young people have vens-




