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pmtuahsm as‘an Ol ganie Mevement Calefully

‘Analyzed, Its Errors

Pointed out and Meth:

~ods Given Whereby: It Can Adva,nee fo a
~ Higher plane of Spirituality and Usefulness.

_If frankness is a virtue, and "'l‘he

s “truth at gll hazards” & good - motto, 1
" know .the'render will pdrdon me it in

this article' I .am-a little more frank
than usual and tell some facts that are
not altogether agreeable and cheering.
My theme 18 one that is seldom given
much thought by the lay Spiritualist;
and it pains me to say that ifrom a

_ somewhat limited experience I am of

the opinion that among the officers ot

" ‘some Splritualist societies there is also

‘a woeful ignorance and lack of agree-

 ment concerning the fundamental prin-

ciples of successful organization and
the proper method of conducting a
Spiritualist meeting.

If the conditions I see fit to call at-
tention to afe unpleasait and painful to

. some, I offer no apolgy in presenting
f}hem for your considerdtion,

They are
‘Just ag disagreeable whken endured in

" gllence as when we discuss them openly

‘and counsel one with another. And as

" for laying bare the sors spots of error

and inharmony that afilict Spirltualism,
why, that must necessarily be done be-
fore we can apply the antiseptic and
curative olntment of lnowledge, and
restore again to harmony and healtli.
Anticipating a possible objection, 1
wish to remark that this subject iz not
one that is of interest only to 2 narrow
circle of readers, but is instead one that
should appeal to every thinking Spirit-
ualist.” "Now alone officers ‘and " pros-

. .pective officers of gocleties should give

o ,mpropei management of local

 other lslormed of- the

".respect. It s better to.make but.few

" attention to this topic, but the members

who help place -the ofiicers In power
must have a working knowledge of the
question, that they may be able to se-
lect those who hayve the necessary tal-
ent for leadership. It is.jot:vital mo-
ment that the question of ‘the ‘proper
management of societies. recélve consld-
eration and be correctly. solved, if or-
“ganized Spiritualism is to endure and’
prosper and remain a potent factor in
the advancement of truth and right and
the progress of humanity,

+ So saying, let me. without more ado

- plunge at once into the heart of the

- subject by calling attention to some sig-

_iniflcant words in the last annual report

. of Harrigson D, Barrett, president of the
‘N. 8. A, as follows:

“In some communities public {nterest

§ .in. Spirituslism has decreased to ‘an
-alarming degree, owing to improper

‘management of local meetings, or to

+ ., the exposure of some arrant counter-
" feiter of medlumship * * Indifference

‘has crept in, and it has seemed next to

.. impossible to bring home to the hearts

of our people any sense of the obliga-

"-tions they are under to thelr rellgion, or
'+ to organization in Spiritualism * * In-
+ .decision, self-satisfaction and kindred

il1s have crept into our ranks and have
'suddenly made themselves felt in the
-local and state organizations, also in re-
‘gard to the movement as & whole.”

~Practically all theses evils of which
Mrf., Barrett complaing are “awing to
meet-
ings,” even to a large extent, the wide-
read and derogatory work of the
rauds.” The only reason that the
vicksters have gained -such a strong
and:almost impregnable position is’be-
ause there has been a lack of intelli-
gent co-operation ™ among true ~advo-
cates of the cause and especlally among
the officers of the different, societies
i\;hroughout the coéuntry. There has been
‘@ lack of diserimination between fraud-
vlent and genuine mediumship. Often
1hose who are in league with the trick-
in preference to
genuine workers, because their ways
\are affectedly - sincers snd conscien-
“tious and 8o many, many-of those in po-
‘gition to foil their plans are unable to

by

--gee through the thin veneer of respect-
~ ability that Is
prosper at the expense of genuine me-

worn, So the fakes
diums because of inharmony and lack
of oo-operation among societies, due to
incompetency on the part ot those in
control. :

Incompetent and worse than useless
speakers and undeveloped mediums, or
pretended mediums, are-before the pub-

" lic only because th2 societies that hire

them are poorly managed. The officers
‘of the various societies throughout the
country .ghould endeavor o keep each
jdentity and
movements of those who, becauge they
are frauds, ur for otber reasons, do not

. give satisfactory service. There is a
. vast and growing number of speakers
- and so-called mediums now clinging to

Spiritualism, who are a curse to the
cause; the speakers because of their
inane and driveling talk, the preposter-

- ous ideag, the doetrines which they at-

tempt to inculcate that are radically op-
posed to every sensible and essential

. téaching of Spiritualism; the undevel-

oped and unauthentic mediums for very
Tmuch the same reasons, except that

- their influence is ever stronger and pro-
- porfignately more pernicious.
* ‘method should be devised to get rid of

Some

these harigers on to Spiritualism, and’

.. the only way it can be done is by hav-
 ing a system to withstand them as

~perfect and effective as - the one by

. which they have gained their present
"~hold on the cause.

If I may be allowed to offer’ a sugges-
tiqn 4t seems to me that the N. 8. A,
should exercise greater caution.in deal-
ing out ordination papers; there should

: be 4 more thorough investigation of the

character. and ability of the:applicant.:
‘There are a great many individuals
‘who,are ordsined ministers of Spiritual-
m-and. no. more worthy of.the honor
“nor:-capable of fulfilling the obligations,
“itiimplies, than ——(well, you furnlsh

he simile, 1 can’t—or won’t).

““Ta’be ordalned ag a Sprrltualist min—
{ster Bhould mesn that, if a.medium, a

- rigld test a8 to habits and genuineness;

“if ‘a_lecturer, a thorough:investigation
ag-{o character and ability, has .been.
-passed. At present, ns every observ-
ing- Spiritualist knows, it means far less
‘thai

" this,

: The N. 8. A, has done and
ofug ' good  work—indispensable

: g
work—-—and this little word of criticism

is“not offered in a hostile‘wmood; 1
.8peak 'as a ‘staunch. friend of -the Na-

. tional .Assoclation; but I see danger in

the lack of . adequate restrictions to

" . maldtaln a high degree. of eficiency
‘ nmong .our workers and would .urge

" that ‘greater.care ‘be e'(ercised in-this

ordinations, and-be sure of a high order
~of excellence, than .have several times’

o ] many,. the. greater share "of whom

* their:local socleties s ‘their
 gence; yet thdt such ls th
~ superficial consideration’'of the ‘question |-
.. 'will. show..”

" sider who placed: theni In office.
Lo, now assuming. thatx -you, reside within
i e, ihe ‘withdrawa) of support, and posaihly

"~ are'not competent. . .. -

“There are very few Spiritualists who
‘realize- that the primary. cause’ of in-
competency and- mismzmsgem nt- - in
egll-
mere

Before you - critici @ ‘the
acts. of the officialy of your, socletd vlcon-
(I am

-0 momber of ity for if: there 4s a'goclety .
within half a score 0 miles, and' ) you

have not become a member of it, I
want you to lay down this paper and
read no further until your . name is
placed upon the roll and your shoulder
to the wheel. " If you claim to be a Suer-
{tnalist -gand yet fail to give organi
Spiritualism your support, one of three
things is true; - either conditions be-
yond your control prevent you. from
carrying out your wishes, or you do not
understand your duty, ‘'or else you are
not-what you pretend to be).

There are a great many citizens of
this country "who seldom if ever cast
their vote when election day comes
around, yet they spend a goodly: por-
tion of their time criticigsing whatever
perty happens to be in power, They
remind me of a certain class of Spirit-
ualists who rarely vote when ; they

"have the opportunity, yvet who are con-

tinually finding fault with the way in
which the meelings are managed.

And mevrely to vote 1s not enoungh,
You need to discriminate; to weigh
carefully the merits and demerits of
each - candidate; to be unbiased by
friendships, and uninfluenced Dby the
preferences of others; to he firm, al-
beit open to reason, to discard from
mind every consideratlon but that of
securing theé Dest possible person for
each place. -Above all, let me empha-
size_the need of not letting friendship
stand In the way of impartial judgment,
It you think your personal friends are
able, all right; but before you try to
put.anyone in office you should be quite
cettain that they possess execytive
ability, Don't forget that suave and
agreeable ways do not always imply a
good official and that executive ability
ghould he esteemed most important.

If Spiritualists in electing the offi-
cers who are to represent them would
be a little more ‘painstaking, if they
were more independent in thought and
actlon, having opinions and not afraid
to voice them fearlessly, and above all,
if they would consfder merit only and
be unmoved by prejudice, there would
be a better clags of officers at the heads

‘of our sociéties, with the consequence

that organized Spiritualism would be in
no danger of a decline,” but would in-

stead be flourishing and rapidly gaining
ground. .

Let it therefore be distinctly under-
stood that any criticism I may make of
the management of socleties or the
character of officials s primarily a crit-
icism of those who by lack of interest
or of discrimination belped place the
presiding qfficers in power.

But the election must be conducted
properly if a true expression of opinion
is desired. I wish to register a protest
against all those methods meant to
take the place of the secret ballot. It
you cast your vote by upraised hand,
or if it i8 necessary to rise to your feet
to be counted for or against a certain
candidate—methods frequently prac-
ticed—you do not always feel disposed
to express your inmost thoughts, The
same- arguments that make the secret
ballot desirable at a "general election
prove the necessity for il at an elec-
tion of officers for a Spiritualist socjety,
Suppose, for instance, a certain close
frignd: of- yours desires o certain office.
He, of course, desires your voté, yet'you
know he is not fitted for the place and
that there are others present _better
qualified. to give efficient sefvice, 1t
you had to vote openly you would not
wish to offend by voting agalnst your
acquaintance. Given a chance to vote
without subjecting yourself to the gaze
of all those present, and you would be
unembarrassed and better able to vote
for the best man, without considering
the claims of friendship.

I, for one, know.that I can make a
better selection when not influenced by
ihe thought of what a friend will think
of my opposition to him. There never
will be a true expression of opinion ex-
cept by secret balloi; and if those In
power refuse to accede to a request for
the use of this method they acknowl-
edge that they are afraid it will result
in  their downfall. An4. if there is any-
thing we should discourage it is elec-
tion by acclamation. A diversity of
opinion and a multiplicity of candi-
dates should be encouraged as much as
pessible, I have in mind an instance
where the election was made such a
farce that it was nothing short of ludi-
crous. One of the members arose and
sald:

“Now, the present oﬁlcers of this so-
clety have glven satisfactory service; I
see no need to make any change; and 1
move vou that the old officers, one and
all, be re-elected.”

This evidently suited the old officials.
'The motion was seconded and put to a
vote.

- “Those who are in favor of the broth-
er’s motion,” said the chairman, “will
please rise to their teet.

Several arose. ~

Now those who' -gtand opposed ‘to 1,
manifest in like manner.” .

No one moved.

“The motion is earried v

Yot it was not a true expression of
opinion. There were -many- present
who disliked the old officers and disap-
proved of their policy; but there was
none who desired to take the initiative;
‘Had-there been a secret vote it is doubt-
ful if the motion would. have carried;
in fact, ther@ ig every imlieatlon that
it would not.

-The pérsons elected to etand at the
head of g soclety should be mep of tal-
ent, dnd well liked by practiedlly. all
who attend. “They must not exhibit any
animosity toward those persons whom
they dislike, no matter 'how déserving
of censure they may Ge; for ‘there is
nothing that will disrupt a  soclety
quicker than lack of tact on-the part of
those in charge. ‘They must, withal, be
firm, and see that the wishes of a few
obstreperous individuals do not pre-
vail when the silent, undemonstrative
majority: stands opposed to them, BEv-
ery suggestion from members or others
should be kindly received and given
careful ‘attention, and the free expres-
sion of opiniong should be encouraged;.
and the failure to give attention to such
suggestions and complainis.as are.pre-
sented, or to make the members feel
that their advice is desired and appre-
clated—in other words, the desire of a
few selfconceited leaders to control and
do as they. plense regardless of the
wishes of the majoritv—is one of the
principal reasons why some Spiritual-
ist meetings are so Ny supported.’'The
election of officers who are!domineering
and.not amenable to reason. will result
in. the :failure or disruption of any so-
ciety, no mutter how. prosperous ii. muy
Ye.. v

“If the. wishes of the members are dis.|

regarded, if speakers are engaged “‘who
are distagteful to the majority, if .objec-
tions are. overruled; the consequent dis-
satisfactici may be expected to end in

thé' atarting of ayobther . society;”

“And:
this, 1 will venture to:say,;

18" the-cause-

of the existenee of eeveral soeieties in
a clty-‘capable of properly supporting
“only half as many, It is true that iwo!
or three socleties; working : harmoni

ously together, often may do more el’-'l dent; but heé insists that mo eveént can

fective work than if they: were com-
bined into one; but where one society’
is pltted agalnst another and ill-feeling
exists between them &8 is often the’
case, I cannot help wcndering if it
were not better that they lay aside
petty - differences; and while not amal-
gamating, at least work together har-
mouiously.  One prosperous, energetie,
harmonlous soclety may do more good
than several of the opposite kind,

If there is anywhere on earth a scene

caleulated to bring tears to the eyes of

angels, it is the existence of an im-
properly managed, poorly attended so-
clety where under proper management
there might be built a society that
would be a credit to Spiritualism and a
benefit 1o the city in which it is located,

‘Where those in charge make a stu-
pendous mistake is in failing to take
the ‘members. info their - confidence.
There should be no attempt at secrecy.
Members should be kept informed con-
cerning plaps for the future. Board
meetings should seldom be held behind
locked doors, but generally should be
open to any member who ig interested;

* .|and members should be asked to tale |
an active interest in the board meet-

ings and make any suggestions or critl-
cismg "or complaints that they see fit.
The members must be mdde {o feel that
they are not mere nonentities, but that
they are integral and indispensable
parts of the soclety, that their wishes
will be respected; that .their co-opera-

tion s desired, their support apprecl-

ated,

‘Where the officers arrogate to them-
selves to right to make thelr plans
without cousulting with the members
we are generally furnished sooner or
later with another lilustration of the
fact that it is only & short step from

self-sufficiency to self-conceit,  Attend-

ants begin to feel that the soclety cares

nothing for them except for the finan-

cial gupport they give, hold themselves
aloof, and lose ipterest. Next in order
ig a wall that “there i3 a lack of  en-
thusiasm” and that “Spiritualism is on
the' decline,” where therc are just as

many loyal Spiritunlisis as. ever, only
they have become disgusted with the
way matters are run and go where
things are more congenial, ' If leaders

‘would ‘try less to please themselves,

and more to please their comnstituents,
there would”be no semblance of a de-
cline in Spiritualism.

If 1 were asked as to what I believed
to be the greatest blunder that a 8o-
clety could make, L think I should an-

swer that it is the failure-to provide lec-

turers of high averdée ability, and the
following of a speafer who Is eloquent
and logical by another who is deficient
In these points, It is a great  deal
easler to tear down a soclety than it'is
to upbuild one. A good lecturer may
work gteadily and efficlently for a year

or more and build up a4 socjety so that

it Is prospering and enjoying a large at-
tendance. A speaker then may be hired
who has little or no abllity, and in one

short month all the progress resulting

from a year of able labor may be swept
away. The attendance dwindles, the
society suffers financially, and though
another firgt-clags- speaker then be
hired, the work of upbuilding must be-
gin again from the bottom, and months

may lengthen into years before the lost

ground .is regained, if ever it can be re-
gafned. The moral is ¢lear; When you
get.alecturer-who gives “eficlent :and’
wholly satisfactory service,
make a change unless you cannot avoid
t, -or until you have someone eque,lly
able to fill the vacancy.-

-1f.you have no settled speaker, you
should see that those you want to serve
you are engaged at least six months or
a year ahead. It is thus possible to'se-

cure high grade talent, while to delay
until almost the last moment means, ag-
a general rule, that the bétter class ot
speakers have béen procured by those’

gocieties that are wide-awake and quick
to take advantage of their opportuni-’
ties, with the result'that it is often nec-
egsary to be satisfied with those of me-
diocre abllity. “Kternal " vigilance 1is
the price of success”—in & Splritualiet
soclety ag elsewhere. =

1t shiould also be remembered that

the public meeting should be used prin-
cipilly for the presentaticn of the phil:

osophy, that it is dificult to give genu-

ine spirit phenomeng under the condi-
tions that usually prevail in a publlc
hall, and that the home circle is esgen-
tia]ly the place for the presentation of
of the proof that Spiritualism offers.
is perhaps well to have the phenomena
in our halls, but they should not be pre-
sented to the exclusion of othér work,
for there should always be some philos-
ophy presented to make clear the mean-
ing of the mediumistic tiuths that are’

given, -Those who care only for ‘the |~
phenomens, and do not appreciate well-

presented philosophy, are never the
ones who take an active interest in or-

ganized Spiritwalism; and the society
which caters more to the phenomena

than the philosophy will never enjoy

the permanent existence of the one that
depends mostly on sound, well-present-

ed philosophy to maintain iis position.
Spiritualism can stand alone. There

is no need to embellish its mediumistic
and philosophic: truths with any of the
ceremoniés ‘and - superstitions ' culled
There should be

from other religions.
no servile imitating of churehly rites.

The habiliments and vestures of priest-
craft should not be dragged into Spirit-
ualisin (I have in mind instancés where

this is beilng done literally) for'to'do so

exposes Spirituslism to ridicule and is

ruinous to the society that attempts it.

Owrs is'a modern religion ‘that ‘looks to

b
ud
perstition but of enlightenment.” Leét
Spiritualism- be presented ungarnighed.
commonv

the future, not the past, and what’
present should not be entblematic of

by anything except plain
SENSe. .

The importance of having good music

needs also to. be emphasized.  Harsh,

discordant and untrained. vcices sing-
ing to the accompaniment. of a- parody.
on music on g piano.or organ out of tune
can vary easily destroy ‘any favorable:
A
meeting never seems complete and sat-
isfactory unless there is music and of a.
high " quality. - The -officers of some of
our dpiritual societies might with bene-
fit consider the:importance with which
{his part of the program. I8 regarded in-
Certain
it is that 4 stronger effort™ should be
made to have creditable misic at .our
Care should also be taken in
regard.to' the “sentiments .thus ex:.|
pressed. -There ig-plenty of good musie_ S
expressing the truths we advocate; and
the use of Orthodox hymns’ promulgab'
ing orthodox errors’is entirely unjustiﬂ~.

impression’ made by an able lecture,. .

the better class of churches;

"meetings,

able in a -Spiritualist meeting, .

GEORGE B FERRIS. L

Grand Rnuids. Mich. -
(To be continued)

"Blght Genemtion me:Ke
Kingdom -of - Heaven: on Eadrth,”
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R A Sermon That Gtrlkésqa R“ponslve

do ‘not’

It

3 'to ihe
"By |

. Key-Note, .
- i iiri
“Be not anxious Ior vour life.'~Luke
xii,22. R N -
The great Teecher doks not‘sey that
we are not to be thoushitul, b¥ provi-

be provlded far by anxibty, bylfretting
over it before'it comes. “Half fhe peo-
ple on our streets lookias -thoigh lite
was @ sorry business. 1bis hardto find
a good logking man or woman/i Worry
is “the~ cause of their woe-begone  ap-
pearance, Worry makessthe woinkles;

worry. cuts the deep, uﬂownrglanclng
lines on the face; worryis thie worst
disease of our-modern times, ' '

Care 'is contagious;:it is. hard work
being cheerful at a funeral, and it is a.
good deal harder. to keep .the frown
from your face when you are in the
throng of the waorry-worn: ones. Yet,
we have no right to be dispensers of
gloom; no matter how heavy our loads
may seéem {0 be we have no right to
throw their burden on others nor even
to cast the shadow of them on other
hearts. . :

Anxlety is instability.. Fret steals
away force,” He who dreads tomorrow
‘trembles today, Worry Is i weakness.
The successful men may he always
wide awake, hut' they. never worry.
Fret and fear are like flne sand thrown
into Jife's delicate - mechanism; they-
cause more than half the friction; they
steal half the power. .

Cheer ig strength. - Nothing is 8o well
done as that which is done heartily, and
rothing is so heartily done .as that
which is done happily. Be happy, is
an injunction not impossible of fulfill-
méent, . Pleasure  may be-an aceident;
hut happiness comes in definite ways.
It is. the casting out of our foolish
fears that e may haveroom for a few
of our common joys. It isthe telling
our worries.- to walt-.until we get
through appreciating our blessings.
Take a deep breath, ralise .your chest,
lift your eyes from the ground, look up
and think how many things you bave
for which to be grateful and you will
find 2 smile growing ‘where. one may
long have been unknown. :

Take the right kind ot thought——for
to take no thought would be sin—but
take. the calm, unanxious thought of
your business, .your duties, your diffi-
culties, your dieappomtments and all |
the thtngs that. once have ccauged you
fear and jyou will find :yourgelf laugh-
ing at most of them, - In some you will
gee but friends in disguise, and in oth-
ers puny-foes decked out ‘as glants,
But begin to dread.them, brood over
them, lack at them with eyes prejudiced
‘with fear, and the least difficulties rise
like mountains, - In winter-some peo-
plé worry themselves intn malaria over
the mosquitoes they mny meet next
summer,

Coming events cast. their shadows
‘before; . they cast thelr isunshine, too,
‘i we look at them aright. -As. a strong
man rejoices to run a race, as a young
man anticipates. with jey thef coming
struggle, so does the Lyave heart face
tomorrow, not only without fear but
even with gladness. -:f . .y

Mistaken ideas of religion sare re-
sponsible for a great many ofothe un-
necessary wrinkles on the human face.
Too many have thoughtdt would be im-
possible to be happy. in iwo worlds, and
go, having selectéd happiness;in the
one which they thoughtiwould,jast the
longest, they have no choice byt to be
unhappy in-this one, In faay some
seem to suppose that the greater their-
misery here the more intense; yill their
bliss -be there.- -If- heawen - iga'to be
bought that way certnoinly, mapy. are.
paying. fullgprice. forttess e ¢

Burdens.we all mpsgt; bean;nbut they-
need not break us. Sorrows ‘we all
must share; but they reed not unmake
us, Theyrwlll nat if we have learned
the Teacher's sgcret of living; he, the
man-of sorrows, was the man who could
béqueath .to his- friends his. joy. To
Lim life lost its anxlety, because the
chief things of life were not food or
ralment, or even social;stapnding, but
manhood and unselfishness to:men, and
the possibilities of these:were as easily
realized in need and adversity as in
riches and prosperity.—-,-Chicago Trib-
une,

ce

THE eocmLT'swL. '

Natural Laws Are Dlvliie, and Are the'
Power In This Physi¢dl. Worid,\That
Moves and Shapes All, Things.

the title, “The Social Bvil,¥ by a great
number of good people:moved: by-a sin-
cere desire to‘ reforni their fellow men..
‘Whilst their various articles betray:fine
sentiment and- a-desiré: to Improve hu-
manity, natural law seems torhave beén’
overlooked. All human law that is in
conflict with natural-law cannot stand.
Natural laws are divine, and are the
power in this physical world that moves
and shapes all things, *
That part of human nature indicated
as the “Socfal Bvil” is the foundation of
the -intellectual facalties, Your house
is composed of foundation -atid- -super:
structure, and the superstructure. can-
not stand without a foundation to rest
upon. In the-facuitiesfof the-mind of
the noblest and most . refined “ethical
teacher of our, race will be found on ex-
amination all‘the organs found in-the
brain. of the various animal-creatures
that stand between his being and the
lowest animal organism ihat:is animate
or possesses life. ' The faculties are dt-
divided into three classes: ‘The - intel-
lectual or perceptive; the:sentiments or
emotions, and the .animal-propensities.
To the ﬁrst of ‘these 1§-assigned the an-
terior portion of the hedd; the second
occuples the  middle: awd upper, while
the posterior region and.the cerebéllum
are assigned to the third and lowest di-
vision. The last- division constitutes
the ' foundation -of :the fidst and :second
divisions, consequently . preceded them
and.upon this .- foundation: they- were
built,.and there they nmiat regt. .
Man is composed of many. wgans and
parts which combinedlconstitutes the
‘whole.” When all the érgans mnd parts
of the human anatomyis:iworks in -har-;
mony, nature blesses.’ :No wpart- can
rest, all must work, and if wedking out’
.of harmony the whole olgystert -is - de-
ranged and produces nueery, wreck and
destruction:;: Among ‘the symptoms are
‘nervous prostration, softeninm:- of the
brain, a squeaking ‘andirasping: ' voice,
heart failure and a - génerabd-breaking

loss of :memory. - Natufe's laws are in-
exorable, for evéry disolediehice she in-
flicts. a sure :penalty. #NowSeto veform
‘mankind by sentimentiyou must elimi-
‘nate-the animal from -tho spirdtual: Can:
you.do it?. - “.H. H. BLANCHARD
Jancsville,tWia. L2 l

"In tho World Celeatlﬁl v by Dl'. T. A.
‘Bland. - -Interesting,-~instrictive end.
nolptul; . Spiritually - uplitting g ;G
-dound; Dﬂ_ oL ..

’

| gaattvo, intensely. lntereetlng,f
-] hooks,. “It, 13 Inden iwith:
m splrituallty. .Price $L

.Much has been writtéh. of*late under |

down of the physical powerssincluding. |

| ful creative; praying,.as. he -is,

-| not ‘troubliig B

A -Trenchant- fetter-From
: {Peebles.".

Dl H. A Cross. Chicago, 1.0 ’
" My Dear Brother:—You have not for
a moment thought that I liave forgatten
you nor. have you thought that I was
eglecting you, for you know me too
well for that, and further, delay is not
necessarily neglect. During ~the last
two or threo weeks of wy stay in Eng-
land T was literally burdened tith calls
and callers, requests to leclure in halls
or in private parlors, and I did not have
time even to write to my best friends,
and among those that I did not write to
was vour noble and worihy self.

:'Well, 1 svent about three monthg In
England Scotland -and Wales, lectur-
Ing every Sunday, and geuerally iwice
of 3 Synday, and somcilimes two or
three times per week. If I am popular,
and if my services are in great demand
nowiieio else, they cerlainly are in

Bngland and Scotland.

1 dislike to speak of myself, but thii-
ty-seven years ago I delivered the first
lecture (series of lectures on Sunday)
ever given in Great Britain, There was
then no organization. James Burns, a
voung Spiritualist, secured a hall for
me, I lectured every Sunday eveping
for- three or four months and they
formed a fine society, and that society
still lives and has a large membership,
and from this old hive there” have
swarmed out 22 or 23 other swarms or
societles, so the geed-sowing in "those
early days was not lost; and yet, 1’felt
sad as [ stood before this audience in
the same plpace where I used to speak,
1o see sigfew familiar faces and so
many strange ones. - Those few work-
ers have passed on and up to their re-
ward, and when I think of myself, 1
feel to compare myself to an old oak
standing on a hillside torn by cyclones,
twisted by winds, battered by .hurri
canes and hailstones, and still standing
and fighting, and ﬁghting! Well, ‘tis
better to wear out than rust out.

I had-a delightful passage home. The
watersg were quite calm, bhut even when
they are rough I am never seasick.
Only think, my table waiter in the
steamer, John Knox, was horn in
Peebles—Peebleshire on the River
Tweed, where my ancestors came from
almost two hundred years ago.

I met many splendid people in the
Old World, such as W. T. Stead of the
“Review of Reviews,” ~Mr, Loab, an

fiicial in the London City Council; Al-
‘fred R. Wallace, the great naturalist
gclentist and Spirltua.list, and many
other distinguished men and women. 1
greatly enjoyed my trip down to Wales.
I saw there an old castie, one they say
iz 600 years old, It was nearly in ruins.

There is much more enthusiasm in

B

BEngland and Scotland In the Spiritual- |

ist socleties than there ig in this coun-
try, and they have taken on what
pleased me, more of a religious trend.
In fact, they conduct their services like
any other religlous meeting, Some-
times they have readings or clairvoyant
tests after the lecture, but generally be-
fore the lecture or during the week.
They prefer to have the lecture stand
upon Its merits and leave its influence
upon an audience., I think it a good
plan, because after a lecture to have a
medium occupy half or threequarters
of an hour {n describing spirits, which
descriptions are often not recognized,
creates an unrest and dissatisfaction
on the part of those who never get
tests, and so they complain. .

1 send you to-day the last copy of the
Banner of Light in which you will see
the beginning of my lecture in London
which was rejected by the Victoria In-
stitute and Philosophical Society of
Great Britain, because in the last por-
tion of it I treated especially ofSpirit-
:ualism.  Thig Philosophical Scclety is

' made up of: spientiﬁe Joen with a large

-spriikling of clergymén, and the clergy
“kicked,” (to use a common phrase)
ghout the paper being read, and this
was almost a godsend, because if it had
been read there before their members
and put in their ' year-book, it would

-have had a comparatively small ¢ircula-

tion, but 1 'was invited to deliver it be-
fore the British Alllance of Spiritnal-
ists to an gudience of 600, and it was
put into Print by the editor of the Lon-
don Light, who published 3,000 copies,
and sold the evening of my lecture 400
copies, so it will go all over Burope.
And s0.the Dlans and schemes of men
are often defeated.

My health is good, and I sincerely
hope this hurriedly dictated letter will
find yoursélf and your good wife enjoy-
ing health and happiness.

Very cordially yours,
J. M. PEEBLES
Battle Creek, Mich.

'AN IMPORTANT QUERY.

Who Wil Pray for the Bears as the
A Presldent Preys on Them?

* Like our old friend Falstaff, Brother
Bradford of the lllinois Legislature, is
not only “witty himself, but the. cause

1 of the wit that there is in other men.

Witness, for instance, the following, ut-

tered during a late huntiog tour of the

President: -

Prayer for Safety of President During
Hunt. -

“We invoke Thy choicest blessings
upon - our country at large, Bless the
chief executive of this great nation per-
sobally and officially, and as he is soon
to reach ‘the happy hunting gréunds’ on
which he has fixed his faraway gaze,
and -where the wild beasts abound—
whether these monsters. of the mount-
ains flee from him in fear or fly at him
in fury—may he find-himself protected
by the shield ‘of the Almighty, so that,
upon his return to his home in peace
and saféty, like Thy servant_David, of
old; he can testify to the people that
‘the Lord delivered him out of the paw’
of the lion. and out-of the paw of the
bear, and let all the people.pralse Thee.

- Amen’ and: amen.—Prajer. offered . by
Chaplain Bradford of the Illinois House
of Representatives in Springfield, I11, :

Was a funnier petition ever sent up
to the “Throne of Heavenly Grace?”
. A professed follower of the-meek and
.gentle Jesus, asking the “God. of love”
to especially watch over and protect
one of. His creatures whilé engagdd o
the “gport” of shooting to death others
of His creatures, is 50 mopumentally in:.
“consistent as to be positively mirth -pro-.
voking. :

When 1 read Brother Bradtord's invo-

catlon T said to myself. “Who now will |..

pray for the bears, deer. and mountain
liong?” .~

- Brother Bradford calls them “mon-
sters of the mountalns,” I: have been-
wondering..what . they would.call Bro.
‘Bradford—if they conld: put their opin~
.jon into speéch or print}
- Surely, the theological hiped would
not strike them as being a very beautf-
‘that:
those ‘who are destroying them- without
cause, and just for,the fun of the thing,.
may be glven Heaven ’s protection while
about, thelr bloody business! .

The “monsters of the mountains” are
ier- Bradford, or.ithe.
man‘tor whon be Is praying, . .-

It isbtru? ‘that they.,km thhings some-

: th

By Ml

SNAT

- I-to. the beautiful truth th
| the-fleld,

AT IS VIVIDLY PORTRAYED
The Hell of a Gulity Conscience'. :

who had been torn by a tiger. For 8
length of time he suffered much pain
and was all along offering thanks to the
Most High, I asked him: “Why are you
50 grateful?” he answered:’' 'God be
praised that 1 was over taken by - the
tiger and not by sin,”—The Gullistan ci
Sodi.

There are a great many things in\ﬂre
world [as set forth by Rev. Thomas
Gregory in the Chicago Examiner] that
are unpleasant, a great many things
that are painful, but the only thing we
need really to be afraid of is wrong-
doing.

Nothing really serjous can‘happen to
the man who does right.

He.may be torn.by wild beasts or
wild men; he may be called on to en-
dure great physical sufferings; he may
be robbed of health and wealth and
friends, yes, and .life - itself; . but  in
wounds and pain.and sickness and pov-
erty and death there is nothing dishon-
corable, nothing that affects the real
gelf of a man.

All of taese mlstortunes havp been
borne by human heings with heroic for-
titude, oftentimes with a sort of rap-
ture. The sublimest pages in all his-
tory are those that are .illumined Yy
the brave, almost glad, fashion {n which
men and women have met the worst
possible mental and physical pain.

It Is not meant that these things are
pleasant, they certainly are not; nor is
it ‘meant that we ghould go out of-our
way to invite them. All that wé mean
to say is this: That should they aver-
{ake us they will not be able to do us
any-real harm, since they can at most
reach only tne outer man—the Will and
Consclence~untouched and undis-
turbed, (

The only thing that is really able to
get at & man and barm him, in the cita-
del of his being is Sin—the persopal,
voluntary, deliberate surrender of the
will to that which is wrong.

This i{s what grand old Epictetus
meant by saying: “It Is not possible
that a man can be disturbed or hin-
-dered by any other thing or person than
himself, Why do 1 trouble myself
sbout ‘anything that can happen if 1
possess greatness of soul?.”

Until one harms himself nothing else
can harm him; and he cannot harm
himself unless he deliberately and vol-
untarily lends himself to the doing of
{that which is wrong.

Take the case of the one-time banker,
whose pitiful story is now going the
rounds of the newspapers.

Seven years ago, according to his
own pathetic confession, this man was
doing a clean business in his little bank
and was happy; but one day he deliber-
ately put his hand into the till, took the
people's money that had been intrusted
to his keeping and ran away.

We know nothing of the man’s expe-
riences prior. to the unfortunate day on
which ne became a sinner, but we will
suppose, for the sake of the argument,
that he had known many of the “illg
that flesh ig helr to,” such as sickness,
pains and aches; ine loss of loved ones
by death; financial difficulties; ill-treat-
ment at the hands of his friends, to-
gethrer with numerous other trials and
tribulations too numerous to mention.

But what of it? Those misfortunes—
if it ia a fact that he was called upon to
endure them—were things that did not
involve the manhood of the man or
jeopardize the soul's integrity and
peace. He was still a man. He still
pogsessed the self-respect which, no
matter what happens, is one’s sure ref-
uge from the storms of life.

But when he went back on himself,
-when he surrendered his will into the
nands of evil-——ah, God! then—then his
real trouble began'

So long as one is at peace with him-
self he can stand his ground, no matter
bhow hard pressed he may be; but when
the divinity of one’s own soul is insult-
ed, when one's own consclence is
aroused against himself—God pity that
man!

Thé banker of whom mention hag
been made, 8o soon as he had taken
hold of the money that did not belong
to him, began running madly about the
earth, He went to Canada, thinking to
reach Europe with his {ll-gotten galins,
but the money “burned a hole in his
conscience,” and he had to give it up.

But the fire still burned, and he
roamed wildly on, going to Australia
and later on to Europe, trying to hide
from himself, trying {o find some hole
into which he could crawl away from
the outraged conscience that was lash-
ing him with the scorpion stings of re-
morse.

For seven years the poor fellow en-
dured the hell of his sin; but unable to
etand it any longer, he came back home,
back to the people he had wronged,
baek to the scenes that had known him

an honest, happy man, and, giving
himself up, says to the court: “Do what
you like with me, I shall bs satisfied.”

Satisfied? Yes! Anything is prefera-
ble to the blistering consciousness of
an evil life,

Never mind about the tr ble .that
others may make fof you—ydt can bear
that all right; but watch out—wstch
out for the trouble you may make for
yourself \by violating your own high
sense of right'

ON LY ONE WAY,

However the battle Is ended,
Though proudly the victor comes
With fiuttering flags and prancing nags
And echoing roll of drums,
Still truth proclaims-this motto
In Jetters of living light:
No question fis-ever settled
Until it is.settled right,

Though the heel of the strong oppressor
May grind the weak in the dust,
And the volces of fame with one ac-.
o clatm
May call hlm great and just,
Let those who applaud take warning
And keep thls motitoin sight:

[ No question’is ever gettled ..

Untll itis settled right,

Lei: those who have,t..iled take courage

) Though the enemy seemed to have
-Won,.

Though his ranks are strong, lt in the

The battle is not yet done' DR .
For sure ag the morning follows
The,darkest hour of night, .
‘No.question is ever séttled. -~

Untll lt ia settled right, ... .

ST —Britlsh Weekly

“I saw on the seashore a holy man [

|

"| Price 10 cents. L

to other creatures "but they do it in or-
‘der. that they- may live. and never for
‘mere sport, T

It would- do Brother Bradtord no
harm to make just .one more prayer,
and I'would suggest something like. the
following: .

“0:Lord, we beseech Thee to make-
Thy servant, and all meén, more ‘merci-:
ful in their feeling toward every living
thlng," -

- “Cleanse our hearts vse pray Thee, ot
‘the murderoud instinet—ot the’ brutal
eslre to kill things,

-"Qpen ‘our eves, O tliou lovlng One,'

nd even_the mornsters of the

ve | mountains; have some fighs that. We hu-

> | man: beingzs a‘re bou_nd

{ Thinks of Jesus.

DRAWN OUT
Through the Foot-Pores
New External Remedy - Discovered
‘Which Takes Advantage of Sum- 1y
¢ mer Heat to Rid the System lof
i Paln-Causing’ Acids. We . g

Will Send A

i $1 PAIR FREE TO TRY

{

3

t

If you have Rheumatism we want ;
vour address so we can send you a dol- l
{

t

1

o
o
\

lar pair of Magic Foot Drafts Free to
Try. They are ecuring ‘Thousands of

cases that failed to yield to medicines
—even “incurables” of 30 and 40 years’
suffering, as well as all
stages.

the milder i
Wxite today, try the Draftg i
; when they come ¢
and then if you
are fully satis- :
fled with the re- ;
liet they give :
d g ou, send us_
One Dollar, . If not, they cost you noth-
ing. You can see that this offer would
ruin us if the Drafts didn’t cure, Sum- i
mer is the best time to purify the 8ys- i
tem. 'The steady heat increases. the ex- |
pulsion of uric acid through the pores, ;
and the Drafts . absorb it rapldly l
through the largest pores In the body, !
curing Rheumatism to stay cured, for
they remove the cause. Send your
name to'Magic Foot Draft Co., X08 Oli- L
ver Bldg, Jackson, Mich. A valuable - a"
|
|

illustrated book on Rheumatism comes
free with the Drafts, Write to-day,

HOSES HULL'S BOOKS.

Encyclopedia of Biblical Spirituale =~ -
iBm; A Concordance to the Principal 4
Passages of the Old and New Testa. k
ment Scriptures which prave or imply '
Spiritualism; together with a brief hia- it
tory of the origin of many of the import.
ant books of the Bible. Price $1.

Our Bible. Who Wrote 1t? en,
Where, How? 1s It Intallible? A volee
from the higher critiofsm. Price §1.

Two in One, being a combination of
the two bool(s, The Contrast, and the
Question of the Spiritualism of the
Bible Settled, together with a series of
startling contrasts between creedal
Chbristianity and the facts and philoso-
phy of Modern Spiritualism, Price $1.

The Spiritual Alps and How we As-
cend Them, or a Few Facts as to How
to Reach the Altitude, Price, cloth, 40
cents; paper 25 cents.

Joan the Medium, or the I
Heroine of Orleans, or Spirituall]i?r);r?g
Frtauceunearbly 1iSOO Years Ago. A most
interesting hoolt. Price, clot
paggl‘ g h, 40 cents;)

rists of the Past and Present—.

Comparison of the Christ-work, o? tM:.
diumship of Biblical Messiahs. Cloth, -

35 cents; paper, 26 cents,
PAMPHLETS:

All Apout the Devil. Price 16 cents.

Tajmagean Inanities, Incongruitios,
Inconsistencles and Biasphcmies A,'
Review of Rev. T. DeWitt and Rey.
Frank Talmage's oftrepeated attacks
upon Spiritualism. Price, 10 cents,

The Devil and the Adventists A -
brief review of some of the recent at.
tacks made by Adventisis u;on Spirit.
ualism. Price, 10 cents.

The Spiritual Birth,,or Death and Its
To-Morrow. Price, 10 dents.

The Old and the New. Price 10 cts,

BOOKS BY MATTIE E. HULL,

Wayside  Jottings. Essays and
gketches gathered from the higlw(ays
and by-ways of life. Price 75 centg,

Spirit Echoes. Short poems ang

gketches. Very beautiful. Prlce 75
cents,
The Spiritual “Songster. A gmall

booklet with words only, adapted to
congregational singing and circles, ete,
Price, 10 cents; 36 per hundred. Post.
age, b0 centis. )

FREETHOUGHT AND
LIBERAL PAMPHLETS

These pamphlets were publisheq by
Mr. Green in the Freethought Magazine
and are all by eminent and able writers.

The price on most of them has been re-
duced.

Roscoe Conkling. Memorial Qration,
by Robert G. Ingersoll. Price 3 cents,

Thomas Paine. By Robert G. Inger-
soll. Price 3 cents.

Voltaire. An address by Prof. Emile
Pingault. Price 3 cents,

Abraham Lincoln. His Religion. By
Robert N. Reeves. Price 3 cents.

Burns and Whittier.  Some of Their
Likenesses and Differences. By Prof.
Charles G. Brown. - Price 5 cents.

Beligion in the Republic. . By - Mrs. ’
M./:. Freeman. Price 5 cents.. -

Rational Worship. A lecture delly.,
ered before the Chlcago Liberal Societyv;
by Dr. T. B, Gregory of Chicago. Price
8 cents,

‘Why 1. Am Not a Christian. By D. D.
Stedman. Price 8 cents.

Genesis to Revelation. Free Thought
Commentary on the Whole Bible. By}
Judge Pansh B. Ladd. Price 10 centg.,

- Revelation Under the Microscope of)
Bvolution. By Prof. Danfel T. Ames.-
Price 10 cents.

Life and Career of Charles Brad,.
laugh. By George Jacob Holyoalte,,
Price 10 cents. VA

Religion and Science. The “Reco 1
cillation Mania” of Dr. Paul Carus 0%,
The Opern Court. Analyzed and Re
futed by “Corvinus.” Price 10 cents.

Free Thonght Past, Present and P’
ture. By Prof. Thaddeus B, Walreman;:, ;
With his portrait and life sketch. vk

“The Priest and the Church——What
I‘.ave They Done for the World? By,
Julze Parish B.'Ladd. Price 15 cents, |

Jobz Tvndall Memorial. Ten short
gsketches ¢2 be life of this great man. .
Price 10 cents '

Cosmology Against Theology.
Vindex. Price 10 cenis.

Church and State. The Bible in the N
Public ‘Schools. The New American cE
Party., A Lrltlcism by "Jeﬁerson "
Price10 cents.- - - .

. Standing Up for Jesus; or What the
Editor of the Freethinkers Magazine .
Price 3 cents. .

“Why An Expurgated Bible? By
Rev.:B. H: Keeas.-. Price 3. cents. :

_ Progress 'of Evolutlonary Thought.
The opening address before the Con-
gress of Bvolutionists, held in Chicago,
Sept. 28, 29 and 80, 1898, By B. F, Un- ~ ~
derwood the chairmnn. Price 3 cents,

Christianity, itg' Impeachment and
Decadence, Also -Demands of Liberal
{sm. By Dr. F. B, Abbot and FProf. T.
‘B. Wakeman. Price'3 cents, o

Myth of the Great Déluge, By Jamesf
M.. McCdhn. . Price 16 cents. S

. The _ Bvolution - of . the, Devil By, o
Henry Frank. . Price 20 cents, = - ¥

Prayer' Its Uselessness and Unselen '
“tifie! Aasumpt.ion. By, Henry M. 'I‘nher S
Price 10-cénts. .

. Liveralized Chrlstionity By Henry~~ K
M Taber. Price 6 cents, (

The: Republic in Danger.:

Price 10 cents, .

By»

By Henry S

1, Place. 'of Christianity,
M, Tab Price 10 cents
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qultuahsm as an 01g¢mc ‘\iovemeut Cerefully

- plunge at once Into the heart of the

" _subject by calling attention to some sig-
- -nificant words in the last annual report
" of Harrlson D, Barrett, president of the
:-N. 8. A., as follows:

'ings,” even to a large extent, the wide-
wspread and derogatory

i ifrauds.
- ‘tricksters have galned -such a strong

" . ing a system to withstand them as
- perfect and effective as - the one by

% “~hold on the cause.

-should exercise greater caution.in deal-:
* ‘ing out ordination papers; there should

ag. many,: ‘the. greater share ot whom
*- are not competent.. - .

" realize-that the primery cause' of  in-
- competency and - mismenngement

- know the reader will pardon me if in

*ment concerning the fundamental prin-

; management of societles receive consld-

i Spiritudlism has decreased ‘'to ‘an
-{alarming degree, owing to Improper

* fejter of mediumship * * Indifference

. of our people any sense of the obliga-

- -tions they are under to their religton, or
+.to organization in Bpirituallsm * * In-
<. decision, self-satisfaction and kindred
1l have crept into our ranks and have

-~ Mr, Barrett complains are “awing to

: Ehroughout the couitry. There has been

abllity that is

. give satisfactory service.
. vast and growing number of speakers
- and so-called mediums now clinging to

- teaching of Spiritualism; the undevel-

".. their influence is ever stronger and pro-
- porlionately more pernicious.
* method should be devised to get rid of

“‘the simile, T can’t—or won't)

" gencey yet 'thdt. such Is the: ¢ase’n merg

- Analyzed, Ite Tirrors
ods Given' Whereby

Pointed out, and Meth-
Tt Can Adv'moe to a

H1g11e1 plane of bpllltu‘bhty and. Usefulness.

If frankness is a virtue nud “The
truth at all hazards” a good - motto, !

this article I .am a little more frank
than usual and tell some facts that are
not altogether agieeable and cheering.
My theme is one that is seldom given
much thought by the lay Spiritualist;
and it pains me to say that irom a
gomewlhiat limited experience I.am of
the opinion that among the officers of
‘some Spiritualist societies there is also
- a woeful ignorance and lack of agree-

ciples of successful organization and
the proper method of conducting a
Spiritualist meeting, -
1f the conditions I see fit to.call at-
tention to a¥e unplensant and painful to
. some, I offer no apolgy in presenting
hem for your consideration. They are
}ust ag diszgreeable when endured in
silence a8 when we discuss them openly
and counsel one with another. And as
for laying bare the sore spots of error
and inharmony that afflict Spiritualism,
why, that must necessarily be done be-
fore we can apply the autiseptic and
curative ointment of lnowledge, and
restore again to harmony and healti.
Anticipating a possible objection, i
wish to remark that this subject is not
one that is of interest only to & narrow
circle of readers, but is instead one that
should appeal to every thinking Spirit.
ualist.” Now alone officers -‘and- pros-
pective officers of socleties should give
attention to this topie, but the members
who help place -the officers’in power
must have a working knowledge of the
question, that they may be able to se
lect those who have the necessary tal
ent for leadership, It is ‘of:vital mo-
ment that the question of'*‘the -proper

| eration and be: correctly sclved, if or-
“ganiged Spiritualism is to endure and’
prosper gnd remain a potent factor in
the advancement of truth and right and
the progress of humanity,

; 8o saying, let-me:without more ado

“In some communities pubiic interest

‘management of local meetings, or to
the exposure of some arrant counter-

has crept in, and it has seemed next to
impossible to bring home to the hearts

suddenly made themselves felt in the
local and rtate organizations, also in re-
gard to the movement as & whole.”

- Practically all these evils of which

improner management of local meet-

work of the
The only reason that the

“and-almost impregnable position i3 be-
cause .there has heen a lack of intelli-
gent co-operation ™ among ‘true ~advo-
cates of the cause and especially among
_the officers of the different societies

lack of discrimination between fraud-

ilent and genuine mediumrship. Often
1hoge who are in Jeague with the trick-
sters are employed in preference to

enuine workers, because thelr ways
are affectedly sincere and conscien-
“tious and 80 many, many-of those in po-
‘gftion to foil their plans are unable to
gee through the thin veneer of respect-
worn. So the fakes
prosper at the expense of genuine me-
giums because of inharmony and lack
of eo-operation among societies, due to
incompetency on the pert of those in
control.

Incompetent and worse than useless
spenkers and undeveloped mediums, or
pretended mediums, are-before the pub—
lic only because the societies that hire
them are poorly managed. The officers
of the various societies throughout the
country .ghould endeavor io keep each
other i--\.'ormed of- the identity and
movements of those who, because they
are frauds, or for other reasons, do not
There' is a

Spiritualism, who are a curse to the
cause; the speakers because of their
inane and driveiing talk, the preposter-
ous ideas, the ddetrines whieh they at-
tempt to inculeate that are radically op-
posed to every sensible and essential

oped and unauthentic mediums for very
“much the same reasons, except that

Some

these hangers on to Spiritualism, and
the only way it can be done is by hav-

. which they have gained their present

If I may be allowed to offef a sugges-
i tiqn it seems to me that the N. 8. A,

be ‘g more thorough investigation of the
chere.cter and. ability of the:applicant.
There are 8 great many indlviduals
who are’ ‘ordained ministers of Spiritual-
sm and.no. more worthy of: the honor

1 capable of fulfilling the obligations,
4 Ai‘mplies, than —~(well, you turnish

“7T0'be ordained as a prrituaiist min:
‘ister Bhould mesn that, if a medium, a

if a lecturer, a thorough investigation
as-{0 character and ability, has been.
passed. - At present, as every observ-
ing Spirituaiist knows, it means far.less.
than this., The N. 8. A. has done and
_i8: doing’ good work—indispensable
Work—nnd this little word of criticiam
is“not offered in a hostile mood; 1
sperk ag @ ‘staunch. friend of ‘the Na-
tional Association; but I seé danger in
the lack of . adequate restrictions 1o
meintain a high degree . of efliciency
among . our workers and would .urge
that greatet- care ‘be exercised {n’this
-respect. "It is Defter to-make but.few
‘ordinations, and -be sure of a high order
_of excellence; than .have several times

“ There are very fow Spirituaiists who

in
theirlocal gocieties Is their own” negli-

. superficial considere.tiou of the question
" will: show,. - Before - you .. “eriticige. “the'

*"aets. of the officials of your. society con-,
sider who placed’ them In office. . (I am’
now assuming that.you. reside ‘within |
reasonabls distance of'a societ d

have not become a memher of it, I

read no further until your pame I8
placed upon the roll and your shoulder
to the wheel. If you clalm to be a SPh-
flualist and yet fail to-give organi’ed
Spiritualism your support, one of three
things is true; elther conditions be-
yond your control prevent you from
carrying out your wishes, or you do not
understand your duty,-or else you are
not what you pretend to-be).

There are a great many citizens of
this country “who seldom if ever cast
their vote when election day comes
around, yet they spend a .goodly por-
tion of their time ecriticising whatever
party happens.to be in power. They
remind me of a certain class of Spirit-
ualists who rarely vote- when  they
Iave the opportunity, vet who are con-
tinually finding fault with the way in
which the meetings are managed.

And merely to vote Is not enough.
You need to discriminate;  to welgh
carefully the merits and demerits of
each - candidate; to be unbiased by
friendships, and uninfluenced by the
preferences of others; to be firm, al-
beit onen to reason, to discard from
mind every coneideration but that of
securing the best possible person for
each place. Above gll, let me empha-
slze the need of not letting friendship
stand in the way of impartial judgment.
If you think your persopal friends are
able, all right; but before you try to
put.anyone in office you should be quite
cettain that they possess execytive
abjlity, Don't forget that- suave and
agreeable ways do not always imply a
good official and that executive ability
should be esteemed most important,

If Spiritualists in electing the offl-
cers who are to represent them would
be a little more painstaking, 1t they
were more independent in-thought and
action, having opinions and not afraid
to voice them fearlessly, and above all,
if they would consider merit only and
be unmoved by prejudice, there would
be a better class of officers at the heads
of our socleties, with the consequence
that organized Spiritvalism would be in
no danger of a decline,” but would- in-| €
stead be flourishing and rapidiy gaiuing
ground.

Let it therefore he distinctly under-
stood that any criticism I may make of
the management of societies or the
character of officials Is primarily a crit-
lclsm of those who by lack of Interest
or of discrimination helped place the
presiding qfficers in power.

But the election must be conducted
properly if a true expression of opinion
is desired. I wish to register a protest
against all those methods meant to
take the place of the secret ballot. It
you cast your vote by upraised hand,
or If it is necessary to rise to your feet
to he counted for, or against a certain
candidate—methods frequently prac-
ticed—you do not always feel disposed
to express your inmost thoughts. The
same arguments that make the secret
ballot desirable at a ‘general election
prove the necessity for il at an elec-
tion of officers for a Spiritualist society,
Suppose, for instance, a certain close
friend: of - yours desires a certain ‘office;
He, of conrse, desires your vote, 'yet'you
know he is not fitted for the plnce and
that there are others present _better
qualified to give efficient service, If
you had to vote openly you would not
wish to offend by votlng against your
acquaintance. Given a chance to vote
without subjecting yourself to the gaze
of all those present, and you would be
unembarrassed and beiter able to vote
for the best man, without considering
the claims of friendship.

I, for one, know.that I can make a
better gelection when not influenced by
the thought of what a friend will think
of my opposition to him. There never
will be a true expression of opinion ex-
cept by secret ballot; and if those in
power refuse to accede to a request for
the use of this method they  acknowl-
edge that they are afraid it will fesult
in their downfall. An4. if there is any-
thing we should discourage it Is elec-
tion by acclamation. A diversity of
opinion and a multiplicity of candi-
dates should be encouraged as much as
possible, I have in mind an instance
where the election was made such a
farce that it was nothing short of ludi-
crous. One of the members arose and
sald:

“Now, the present omcers of this so-
ciety have given satisfactory service; 1
see no need to make any change; and
move vou that the old officers, one and
all, be re-glected.”

This evidently suited the old officials.
The motion was seconded and put to a
vote.

- “Those who are in favor of the broth-
er'’s motion,” sald the chairman, “will
please rise to their teet o

Several arose. ©

Now those who stand opposed to it,
manifest in like') ma.nner

No one moved. -

“The motion is carried." .

Yet it was not a true expression of
opinion. .There were -many- present
who disliked the-old officers and disap-
proved of their policy; but there - was

‘Had-there been a gecret vote it 18-doubt-
ful if the motion would have:carried;
in fact, .there is every indication that
it would not. :

~The ‘persons elected to stand et the
head of a society should be' mep of tal-
ent, gud’ well liked by practically; all
who attend. They must not exhibit any
animosity toward those persons whom
they dislike,''no matter hovw 'déserving
of censure they may be; for there is

| npthing that will " disrupt. a soeiety
~rigid-test ag to habits and genuineness;

quicker than lack of tact.on.the part of
those in charge. They must, withal, be
firm, and see that the wishes of a few
obstreperous ‘individuals do not pre-
vail when the silent, undemonstrative
majority: stands opposed to them. Ev-
ery suggestion from members or others
should be kindly received and given
careful attentlon, and the free expres-
sion of opinions ghould be encouraged;
and the failure to give attention to such
suggestions and complaints.as are pre-
sented, or to make the -members .feel
that their advice is desired and appre-
ciated-——m other words, the degire of o
few selfconceited leaders to-control and
do as they please regardless of  the
wishes of the majoritv—-is one of the
principal reasons why some  Spiritual-
ist meetings are so illy supported.- "Che
election’ of officers who are domineering
and not amenable to reason will result
in. the failure or disruption of any so-
clety. no matter how.. prosperous it nmy
be. :

~1If the wishes ot the members are dis-

are distasteful to the majority, it cbiec.
tions are. overruled. the consequent dis-
satisfaction’ moy ‘be ‘expected to end in

- member of it4 L0 1f: there s & soeiety
lthin hulr a score ot m ies, id' yo

| the withdrawal .of support. and posaibly’
- the starting of apbther: foclety.’

“An
this; I will Venture to. ‘58,16 the -cause,

want you to lay down this paper and

none who desired to take the initiative.-

regnrded % speakers .are. engaged ‘'who

8 city. ‘capable of properly supporting
‘only half as many,. It is true that two
or threei socletles, working Harmonj-:
ously {ogether, often. wmay do move ef-i
fective  work than if they were €om-
bined into one; but where one socioty
is pitted against another and ill-feeling

exlists between them . gs is oiten the’

case, 1 caniot help wcuodering jf it

|were not better that they lay ‘aslde

petty differences, and while not amal-
gamating, 8t least work togethér- har-
mouiously.  One prosperous, energetie,
harmonious soclety may do more good
than several of the opposite kind, .
It there is anywhere on earth a scene
calculated to brjng tears to the eyes of
angels, it is the existence of an Im-
properly managéd, poorly attended so-
clety where under proper management
there might he built & society that
would be a credit to Spiritualism and a
Denefit o the city in which it is located.
Where thofe in charge make a stu-
pendous mistake Is in failing to take
the members into- their confldence.
There should be no attempt at secrecy.
Members should be kept informed con-
cerning plans for the future. Board
meetings should seldom be held behind
locked doors, hut generally should be
open to any member who is interested;

and members should he asked to take'

an active jnterest In the board meet-
ings and make any suggestions or criti-
cisms "or complaints that they see fit.
The members must be made to feel that
they are not mere nonentities, but that
they are integral and indispensable
parts of the soclety, that their wishes
will be respecfed, that their co-opera-
tion ig desired, their support appreci-
ated.

‘Where the officers arrogate to them-
selves to right to make.  thelr plans
without consulting with the memhers
we ‘are generally furnished sooner or
later with anotter lilustration of the
fact that it is only a short step from
self-sufficiency to self-conceit. Attend-
ants begin to feel that the soclety cares
nothing for them except for the finan-
cial gupport they give, hold themselves
aloof, and lose igterest, Next in order
is a wail that “there is a lack "of ‘en-
thusiasm” and that “Spiritualism is on
the’ decline,” where therc are just as
many loyal Spiritualisis as ever, only
they have become disgusted with the
way matiers are run and' go where
things are more congenial. -If leaders.
‘would ‘try less to please themselves,
and more to pleage their coustituents,
there would"be no serablance of a de-

cline in Spiritualism. .

If I were asked as to what I believed
to be the greatest blunder that a so-
ciety could make, I think I should an-
swer that it is the failure-to provide lec-

turers of high average ability, and the |

following of a speaker who Is elogilent
and logical by another who is deficlent
in these points, It is "a gredt deal
easler to tear down a soclety than it is
to upbnild one. A good lecturer may
work steadily and efficiently for a year
or more and build up a society so that
it {s prospering and enjoying a large at-
tendance. A speaker then may be hired
‘who has little or no ability, and in one
short month all the progress resulting
from.a year of able labor may be swept

away. The attendance dwindles, the
society suffers financially, and though
another first-class speaker then be
hired, the work of upbuilding must be-
gin again from the bottom, and months
may lengthen into years before the lost

ground .is regalned, If ‘ever it can be re-

gained. The moral i8 clear: When you

get :a.lecturer-who-gives ‘efliclent *and’

wholly satisfactory service,- do not
make a change unlegs you cannot avoid
it, or until you have someone equally
ebie to fill thé vacancy.-

If. you have no settled speaker, you
should see tbat those you want to serve
you are engaged at least six months or
a year ahead. It is thus possible to se-
cure hiigh grade talent, while to delay-

until almost the last moment mears, as ]
a general rule, that the better class of”

speakers have béen procured by those’
socleties that are wide-awake and quick

to take advantage of their opportuni-'

ties, with the result"thrat it is often nec-’
essary to be satisfled with those of me-
diocre abllity. “Eternal’ vigilance I8
the price of success”"—in & Spiritualist
soclety as elsewhere.

It should also be remembered that
the public meeting-ghould be used prin-
cipally for thé presentaticn of the phil-
osophy, that it is difficult to give genu-
fne spirit phenomengd under the condi:
tions that usually prevail in a public
hall, and that the home circle is essen-
tially the place for the presentation of
of the proof that Spiritualism offers. It
i perhaps well to have the phenomena
in our halls, but they should not be pre-
gented to the exclusion of other work,
for there should always be some philos-
ophy presented to make clear the mean-
ing of the mediumistic tiuths that are
given, -Those who care only for ‘the
pbenomena, and do not appreciate well-
presented philosophy, are "never the
ones who take an active interest in or-
genized Spiritualism; and the soclety
which caters more to the phenomena

than the philosophy "will never enjoy.

the permanent existence of theé one that
depends mostly on sound, well-present-
ed philosophy to maintain its position.

Spiritaalism can stard alone. There
is no need to ¢mbellish its' medlumistic
and philosophie- truths with any of the
ceremoniés "and - superstitions culled
from other religions. There should be
no servile imitating of churchly rites.
The habiliments and vestures of priest-
craft should not be dragged into Spirit-
ualism (I'bave in'mind instancés where
this 18 being done literally) fortodo so
exposes Spiritualism to ridicule and is
ruinous to the soclety that attempts it.
Ours {5 a modern religion ‘that looks to.
the future,not the past, And Whtit we'
present ghould not be entblemitic of su-
perstition ‘but of enlightenment:’ ‘Leét
Spiritualism- be’ presented uugarnished
by anything. except plain common
sense. . -

The importapee of having good music
needs also to. be ‘émphasized, . Hargh,
discordant- and untrained: voices eing—
ing to the accompaniment of a pdrody.
on musie on a piano or organ out of tune

can very easily destroy any . favorable-

impression made by.an able lecture; . A
meeting never seems complete and sat-
isfactory unless there is music and of a.
high’ quality. The officers of Some of
our apiritual socleties might with béne:
it consider the Importance with which
{his part of the program is regarded in
the better. class of churches.  Certain
it is that d stronger effort " should” be
made to have creditable music at our
"meetings.
regard.to. the  bentiments thus - ex:

the use of Trtliodox hymus' promuigat-
ing orthodox errors’is entirely unjustiﬁ-
abie in 8 Spiritualist meeting, -

Grnnd Rapids, Mioh. -
(To be continued )

"Right Gcnerution tn Ke io
Kingdom of Heaven on Eurth "
Dr. M, B.-Conger. : An appeal io‘rehso
and. man'a: highest: aspirntlons.:f Pl

for: Juntice and ‘equality in:all the"’ neia,- _

ns. of Jie. between men; und Avohe
Oloth, 75 cents; | loatheretia, 80 denta,

of the existence of eeverai societies in

‘being cheerful-at a funeral,-end it is a,

‘trembles today, Worry isiweakness,

‘before; . they cast their igunshine, too,

Jparts which combinedd constitutes the
‘whole.” When all the drganswnd parts
‘of the human anatomyis;works in -har-_

.of harmony the whole olgysteny - is - de-_
-ranged and produces misery,mireck ‘and

brain, a squeaking nndv.rssping ‘voice,

Care should alro be taken in-

pressed. . There is plenty of good musgic | -
expressing the truths we advocete, and |-

B ’ :bounds pxice
GEORGE B. FERRIS. o

" . |fsg:; One of Miss Whiting'a most sug-
R gestivo, intensei" ‘Antérestivg; spiritual -

. M spirituality
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The' great Tencher ‘doks not by that
we are not to be thoughtful, 63 provi-
dent; but he insists that me ‘evént can
be pmvided for by aunxibty, bylfretting
over it before it comes, “Halfthe peo-
ple on our streets lookias thodgh life’
was & sorry business. 1bis bardito find
a good looking man-or womanit Worry
is the-~ cause of their woe-begone ap-
pearance. Worry makesrthe wiinkles;
worry: cuts the deep; ;ndown:glancing
lines on the face; worryiis the worst
disease of our-modern times;' -

Care is contagious;:it.is hard work

good deal harder to keep the frown
from yqur face when you are in  the
throng«@f the worry-worn: ones. Yet,
we h no right to be'dlspensers of
gloom; no matter how heavy our loads
may seem to be we have no right to
throw their burden on others nor even
to cast the shadow of them on other
hearts.

Anxlety is instabilily. i‘xet steals
away force,” He who dreads tomorrow

The successful men may be always
wide awake, but. they. nefer worry.
Tret and fear are ke fine sand thrown
into Jife's. delicate . mechanism; they
cause more.than half the Iriction; they
steal half the power,

Cheer is strength, Noihing is 80 well
done ag that which is done heartily, and
rothing is so heartily dane as that
which is done happily. Be happy, is’
an injunction not impossible of fulfill-
ment,  Pleasure' may be an accident;
hut happiness comes in definite ways,
It is. the casting out of our foolish
fears that '‘we may have room for a few
of our common joys. It isthe telling
our worriles - to. -walt ..until- we get
through appreciating. our blessings,
Take & deep breath, ralse.your chest,
lift your eyes from the ground, look up
and think how many things you have
for which to be grateful and you will
find a smile growing where one may
long have beep unknown, :

Take the right kind of thought———for
to tale no thought would be sin—but
take . the calm, unanxious thought of
your business, your duties, your diffi-
culties, your disappointments, and all
the things that once have caused you
fear and you will find yourself laugh-
ing &t most of them, In some you will
gee but friends in disguise, and in oth-
ers puny foes decked out -as giants,
But begin to dread.them, brood over
them, look at them with eyes prejudiced
with fear, and the least difficulties rise
like mountains, In winter: some peo-
ple worry themselves intn malaria over
the mosquitoes they may meet next
summer. - .

Coming events cast their shadows

if we look at them aright. .As.a strong
man rejoices to run a race, as a young
man anticipates.with joy thef{ coming
struggle, 8o does the Lyave heart face
tomorrow, not only without fear but
even with gladness, -« .y

Mistaken ideas of reljglon sere re-
sponsible for a great many ¢fothe un-
necessary wrinkles on the human face.
Too many have thought jt would be im-
possible to be happy in two worldg, and
go, having gelectéd happinesy in the
one which they thoughtiwould,dast the
longest, they have no choice:byt to be
unhappy in-‘thig one. In fady some
seem to suppose that the greater their-
misery here .the more intense;ydll their
bliss ‘be there. -If heaven - ig=-to bse
bought that way certaiply mapy . are,
peaying. fullgpricp.foriftess vie o e

Burdens,we all. muehbean;nhut they-
need not bresk.ug, .Sorrqws:we all
must share:. but they need not-unmake
us. They wiii not if we have learned-
the Teacher's sgcret. of living; he, the
man of sorrows, was the man who could
bequeath .to his- friends -his.- joy. To
Lim  life lost its anxiety, because the
chief things of life were not food or
raiment, or even. soclalstanding,. but
manhood and unselfishness {o0.men,-and
the pogsibilities of these:were as easily
realized in need and adversity as in
riches and prosperity ~Chicago Trih-
une, SE A
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THE SOCiAL EVIL.

Natural Laws Are Dlvlne, and Are the’
Power In This Physical. WOrld, That
Moves. and Shapes All: Things. ..

-Much has been writtén of'Jate under
the title, “The Soclal Byil;¥ by a Breat’
number of good people:moved- by & sin-
cere desire to' reform their: fellow men..
Whilst thefr various articles betray-fine
gentiment and a-desire:to improve hu-
manity, natural law seems to'have beén
overlooked. All human law that is in
conflict with patural law" cannot stand;
Natural laws are divine; and -are the
power in this physical world that moves
and shapes all things. : i

That part of human nature. indicated
as the “Social'Evil” is the foundation of
the “intellectual faculties.” ‘Your ‘house
is composed of foundation -shd-super-
structure, and the superstructure can-
rot stand ‘without a foundation to rest
upon. In the-facultiesiof the mind of
the noblest and most . refined -~ ethical
teacher of our race will be found on ex-
amination all the organs found in the
brain..of the various animal-creatures
that stand between his being and the-
lowest animal orge.nism A{hat' is animate
or possesses life. ~ The facultiesaré di-
divided into three classes: The - intel-’
lectual or perceptive; the'sentiments or
emotlons, .and the .animal propensities.
To the firat of these i3 Assigned the an-
terior portion of the hedd; thé second
occupies the middle: gwd:-upper,while’
the posterior region and.the.cerebéllum -
are assigned to the third and lowest di-

The .last - division constitutes
tlie ‘fo‘uhdé,ti'oh O¥'the figst atid ‘second .
divisions, consequently preceded them :
and.upon this -foundation: they were
built;.and there they nmst rest, :

Man Is composed of many. organs and"

mony, nature blesses.} ¢No opart: can
rest, all must work, and i waking out

destruction: Among the syniptoms are’
nervous prostration, softening- of - the

heart fallure and a - ginerabit breaking
down of the physical pdwere,ninciuding,
loss -of memory, Natufe’s ldws are in-
‘exorable, for every disobedietive she in-
filets a sure -penalty.~ Noweto: reform
mankind by sentimentiyou yust elimi-
nate the snimni from thd ‘spirdtunl, Can
you do it?. H H, BLANCHARD
Janesviiie, Wis. LR

. “In tho World Celeetitu," by Dr. T.
Bland. ‘- -Interesting, ““Thstrictive a.nd
belpful; Spiz:tuuliy uplitting ciom

. “The Spiritual Signt cange; or. Deam
rg an Event fn Life,” By Lillan Whit.~

‘books,. iade swith: tich,- thought-

Price 8L

i Di H. A Crosn. Chicago lii"' T

& moment thought that I have forgotten
you, nor have you thought that § was
neglecting. you, for you kmow me too
well for that, and further, delay is not
necessarily - neglect ‘During- the last
two or three weeks of my stay in Eng-
land I was literally burdened with calls
and eallers, requests to lecture in halls
or in privste parlors, and I did not have
time even to write.to my best friends,
and among those that I did not write to
was your noble and worthy self.

Well, I spent about three months in
Dn;,lend Beotland and Wales, lectur-
ing every Sunday, and generally twice
of a Sunday, and sometimes two or
three times per week. If I am popular,
and if my services are in great demand
nowhere elge, they cerlainly are in
England and Scotland.

1 dislike to speak of myself, but thir-
ty-seven years ago I gelivered the first
lecture (series of lectures on Sunday)
ever given in Great Britain. There was
then no orgauization. James Burns, a
voung Spiritualist, secured a hall for
me. | lectured every Sunday evening
for- three or four months and they
formed a fine gaclety, and that soclety
still lives and has a large membership,
and from this old hive there have
swarmed out 22 or 23 other swarms or
Societies, so the seed-sowing in those
early days was not lost; and yet, I’telt
sad as I stood before this audience In
the same place where | used to speak,
to sce so few famillar faces and 80
many strange ones, Those few work-
ers-have passed on and up to thelr re-
ward, and when I think of myself, 1
feel to compare myself to an old oak
standing on a hillside torn by cyclones,
twisted by winds, battered by -hurri-
canes and hailstones, and still standing
and fighting, and fighting! Well, ‘tis
hetter to wear out than rust out. i

I had-a delightful passage home. The
waters were quite calm, but even when

My Dear ‘Brother:—You have ’%)t for

they are rongh I am never - seasick. |

Only think, my table waiter in the
steamer,  John Xnox, was born in
Peebles--Peebleshire .on the River
Tweed, where my ancestors came from
almost two hundred years ago.

I met many splendid people in the
Old World, such as W, T. Stead of the
“Review of Reviews,” ~'Mr, Loab, an
official in the London City Councll; Al-
fred R. Wallace, the great naturaiist,
sclentist and Spiritualist, and many
other-distinguighed men and women. I
greatly enjoyed my trip down to Wales.
I saw there an old castie, one they say
i3 600 years old. It was nearly in ruins.

There 18 much more enthusiasm in

England and Scotland in the Spiritual- |

ist societies than there is in this coun-
try, and they have taken on what
pleased me, more of a religlous trend.
In fact, they conduct their services like
any other religlous meeting. Some-
times they have readings or clairvoyant
tests after the lecture, but generally be-
fore the lecture or during the week,
They prefer to have the lecture stand
upon its merits and leave {tg influence
upon an audience. I think it a good
plan, because after a lecture to have a
medium occupy half or threequarters
of an hour in describing spirits, which
descriptions are often not recognized,
creates an unrest and dissatisfaction
on the part of those who never get
tests, and so they complain.

I send you to-day the last copy of the
Banner of Light in which you will see
the beginning of my lecture in London
which was rejected by the Victoria In-
stitute and Philosophical Society of
Great Britain, because in the last por-
-tion of it I treated especially of; Spirit-
-uglism, This . Philosoplucai Soclety is
'minde up of, Scientiiic men with a large
-spriniding of clergymen, and the clergy
“kieked,” (to use a common 'phrase)
‘about the paper being read, and this
was almost.a godsend, beceuse if it had
been read there before their members
and put in their " year-book, it would

-have had & comparatively small circula-

tion, but I 'was invited to deliver it be-
fore the British Alllance of Spiritual-
ists to an gudience of 600, and it was
put into print by the editor of the Lon-
don Light, who published 3,000 copies,
and sold the evening of my iecture 400
coples, so it will go all ovér Europe.
And so the plans and schemes of men
are often defeated.

My health is good, and I sincerely
hope this hurriedly dictated letter will
find yoursélf and your good wife enjoy-
ing health and happiness.

Very c_ordiaiiy yours,

; J. M. PEEBLES
. Battle Creek, Mich. :

AN IMPORTANT QUERY.

Who Will Pray for the Bears as the
' President Preys on Them?

* Like our old friend Fulstaft, Brother
Bradford of the lllinols Legislature, is
not only “witty himsel{, but the cause
of the wit that there is in other men.,
‘Witness, for instance, the following, ut-
tered during a late hunting tour of the
President: -

Prayer for Safety of President Durlng

Hunt. -

“We invoke Thy choicest blessings
upon our country at large. Bless the
chief executive of this great nation per-
sonally and officially, and as he is soon
to reach ‘the happy huuting gréunds’ on
which he has fixed his far-away gaze,
‘and -where the wild beasts abound—
‘whether these monsters. of the mount-

aing flee from him in fear or fiy at him
in fury—may he find-himself protected
by the shield ‘of the Almighty, so that.
upon his return to ‘his home in peace
and Bafety, like Thy servant, David, of
old; he can ‘testify to the people thet
‘the Lord delivered him ot of the paw._
of the lon and out of the paw of the
bear, and let all the’ pedple praise Thee.
- Amen; and amen.”—-Prayer offered’. by
Chaplain Bradford of the: Illinois House
of Representativés in Spi'ingﬂeld . :

. Was a fupiier petition ever sent up
to -the “Throne 'of Heavenly Grace?”

A professed follower of the meek and
gentle Jesus, asking the “‘God of love”
to especially watch over and protect
one of His creatures whilé engaged -in:
the “sport” of shooting to death others
of His creatures; is 8o monumentally in-
“consistent as to be positively mirth pro-
voking, "

When 1 read Brother Bradford‘s invo-

cation T sald to myself. “Who now will |-

pray ?i’or‘ the beers, deer and’ mountain
liong ?”

Brothep Bradford’ cnlis them "mon-
eters of thelmounteins." 1. have been
wondering what .they would :call Bro.
Bradford—if they .could. put their opin--
ion Into speech or print!:

Surely, .the theological’ biped ‘would |

not strike them ag i)eing 2 very beautl-
ful ‘creafire, praying,.as. he Is, that
those ‘who are destroylni, them without
cause, and just for,the fun of the thing,.
may be glven H‘euven s protection while
nbout their bloody. business! .. . -
The “monsters of tho: mountains” nre

not trolibling . Broth r- Bradford, or.the |:

man-Yor whomi he'is praying. .
It ' 5 iii,things some-

‘wild men;

‘harm to make just ons more prayer,

TS vwloLY PORTRAYED
Thc Hcll of a Guilty Conacience.

“I gaw. on the seashore 2 holy man
who had been torn by atiger. For a
iength of time he suffered much pain
and was all along offering thanks to the’
Most High. I asked him: ‘Why are you
80 grateful? ‘he answered: ' 'God be
pralsed that I was overtaken by -the
tiger and not by sin.’—The Gullistan oi
Sodl.

There are a great many things in the
world [as set forth by Rev. Thomas
Gregory in the Chicago Examiner] that
are unpleasant, a great many things
that are painful, but the only thing we
need really to be afraid of is wrong-
doing,

Nothing really serjous can-happen to
the man who does right.

He.may be torm by wild beasts or
he may be called on to en-
dure great physical gufferings; he may
be robbed of health and wealth and
friends, yes, and life - itself; .but in
wounds and pain.and sickness and pov-
erty and death there is nothing dishon-
crable, nothing that affects the . real
seclf of a man,

All of these misfortunes have been
borne by human beings with herdic for-
titude, oftentfmes with-a sort of rap-
ture. The sublimest pages in all his-
tory are those that are ilJumined by
the brave, almost glad, fashion in which
men. and women have met the worst
posstble mental and physical pain.

It is not meant that these things are
pleasant, they certainly are not; nor is
it meant that we ghould go out of-our
way to invite them. All that we mean
to say is this: That should they over-
take us they will not be able to do us
any-real harm, since they can at most
reach only tne opter man—the Will and
Conscience—untouched and undis-
turbed. (

The only thing that is really able to
get at & man and harm bim, in the cita-
del of his being is Sin—the personal,
voluntary, deliberate surrender of the
will to that which is wrong.

This is what grand old Epictetus
meant by saying: “It s not possible
that a man can be disturbed or hin-

-dered by any other thing or person than

himself. Why do I trouble myself
about -anything that can happen if 1
possess greatness of soul?”

Until one harmg himself nothing else
can harm him; and he cannot harm
himself unlezs he deliberately and vol-
untarily lends himself to the doing of
that which is wrong.

Take the case of the one-time banker,
whose pitiful story is now going the
rounds of the newspapers.

Seven years ago, according to his
cwn pathetic confession, this man was
doing a clean business {n his little bank
and was happy; but one day he deliber-
ately put bis hand into the till, took the
people’s money that had been intrusted
to his keeping and ran away.

We know nothing of the man’s expe-
riences prior, to the unfortunate day on
which ne became a sinner, but we will
suppose, for the sake of the argument,
that he had known many of the “ills
that flesh {s heir to,” such as sickness,
pains and aches; tne loss of loved ones
by death; financial difficulties; ill-treat-
ment at the hands of his friends, to-
gether with numerous other trials and
tribulations too numerous to mention.

But what of it? Those misfortunes—
if it is a fact that he was called upon to
endure them—were things that did not
involve the manhood of the man or
jeopafdize the soul’s Integrity and
peace. He was still a man. He still
pogsessed the self-respect which, no
matter what happens, I8 one’s sure ref-
uge from the storms of life.

But when he went back on himself,

‘when he surrendered his will into the

nands of evil—ah, God! then—-then hig
real trouble began'

So long as one Is at peace with him-
self he can stand his ground, no matter
bow hard pressed he may be; but when
the divinity of one’'s own soul is insult-
ed, when one's own consclence is
aroused against himself—God pity that
man!

Thé banker of whom mention has
been made, 8o soon as he had . taken
hold of the money that did not belong
to him, began running madly about the
earth, He went to Canada, thinking to
reach BEurope with his ill-gotten gains,
but the money “burned a hole in his
conscience,” gnd he had to give it up.

But the fire still burned, and he
roemed wildly on, going to Australia
and later on to Burope, trying to hide
from himself, trying lo find some hole
into which he could crawl away from
the outraged conscience that was lash-
ing him with the scorpion stings of re-
morse.

For seven years the poor fellow en-
dured the hell of his sin; but unable to
stand it any longer, he came back home,
back to the people he had wronged
back to the scenes that had known him
as an honest, happy man, and, giving
himself up, says to the court: "Do what
you like with me, 1 shall be satisfied.”

Satisfled? Yes! Anything is prefera-
ble to the blistering consciousness of
an evil life.

Never mind about the trouble that
others may make fot you—you can bear
that all right; but watch out—watch
out for the trouble you may make for
yourself by vioieting your ovin high
sense of righti

——————— - e e,

ONLY ONE WAY,

However the hattle is ended,
* Though proudly the victor comes
‘With fluttering flags and prancing nags
And echoing roll of drums,
Still truth proclaims-this motto :
In letters of living light:
No question is-ever settled
Until it is settled right.

Though the heel of the strong oppressor
. May grind the weéak in the dust,
And the: voices ot fame with One  ac:
© elatm v G
May call him great snd just

‘| Let- those who applaud take warning

And keep this motto in sight.
No question™is éver. gettled
Untii it 1s settled right.’

Let tm)ss Who have.,iisriled take courage
Though the enemy seemed to have

Though his ranks are strong, i in the

o Wrong e con

- 'The battle is not yet done, N
F'or sure as the morning. toiiows

‘The;darkest hour of. night
No. question is ever settled .

Until it is settled right.

P -—British Weekly.

m‘
to other creatures. but they do'itin or-

'der. that they .may Iive, and never for

mere sport,
It would do Brother Brsdford ‘10’

and IFwould suggest something like the
following: -
-0 Lord, we heseech Thee to make

Thy servant ‘and all' men, more ‘merci-

Il‘il in: their feeling: townrd every iiving
thilng,” 7"
* “Cleanse our hesrts we pray Thee, ot

At murderoud instihct——oi the bratal

.;desire to kil things, "

t.oniy when they are |’

“to the beautiful truth that the heats of

5.1 the field, and even the mionsters of the |
: mountains ‘have some rig that we hu-

-"Openour eves, O, thou ioving One,‘

_Public Schools.

~J ‘Thinks of Jesus.

RIEUNATISN

DRAWN OUT
Through the Foot-Pores

New External “Remedy Discovered
Which Takes Advantage of Sum-.
mer Heat to Rid the System of | ;
_ Pain-Causing " Acids. We -; R

Wiil Send

A 81 PAIR FREE TO TRY,

If you have Rheumatism. we want
vour address so we can send you & dol
lar pair of Maaic Foot Drafts Free to
Try. They are curing Thousands of
cases that failed to yield to medicines
—even “incurables” of 30 and 40 years’
suffering, as well a8 all the milder
stages. Write today, try the Drafis

. TRADLMARK Y when they come
and then if you
are -fully satis-
1 fied with the ve.
lief they give

you, send us_
One Dollar. .:If niot, they cost you noth-
ing. You can see that this offer would
rain ug if the Drafls didn’t cure. Sum-
mer Is the best time to purify the 8Yy8-
tem. The steady heat increases the 28
pulsion of uric acld through the pores,
and the Drafts . absorh it rapidly -
through the laigest pores In the body,
curlng Rheumatism to stay cured, for
they remove the cause. Send your
name to'Magic Foot Draft Co., X08 Oli-
ver Bldg., Jackson, Mich, A valuable
illustlated book on Rheumatism comes
free with the Drafts, Write to-day.

MOSES HULL'S BOOKS.

Encyciopedia. ot ‘Biblical Spiritual-
ism; A Concordance to the Principal
Pesseges of the Old and New 'Testa-
ment Scriptures which prove or imply
Bplritualism; together with a brief his-
tory of the origin of many of the import-
ant books of the Bible. Price $1.

Our Bible. Who Wrote 1t7 When,
Where, How? s It Infallible? A voide
from the higher criticism. Price $1,-

Two {n One, being a combination of
the two books The Contrast, and the
Question of the Spiritunlism of the
Bible Settled, together with g series of
startling contrasts between creedal
Christianity and the facts and philoso-
phy of Modern Spiritualism. Price $1.

The Spirftual Alps and How we Ag-
cend Them, or 2 Few Facts as to How
to Reach the Altitude. Price, cloth, 40
cents; paper 25 cents.

Joan the Medium, or the Ip
Heroine of Orleans, or Spirituaiibslr)xllr?g
FrtnnceuneAﬁy 500 Years Ago. A most
interesting book. Price, clot :
P R , cloth, 40 cents;)

Christs of the Past and Present——a
Comparison of the Christ-work, or Me.
diumship of Biblical Mesaighs. Cloth,
35 cents; pnger, 26 cents,

AMPHLETS:

All About thé Devil, Price 15 cents,

Tojmagean Inanities, Incongruities,
Inconsistencles and Biasphemies A‘
Review of Rev. T. DeWitt and Rev,
Frank Talmage's oft-repeated attacks
upon Spiritualism. Price, 10 cents.

The Devil and the Adventxsts Al
brief review of some of the recent at.
tacks made by Adventiais upon Splrit.
uailism Frice 10 cents,.

The Spliritual Birth, or Death
To-Morrow. Price, 10 cents. and Its

The Old and the New. Price 10 cts,

BOOKS BY MATTIE E. HULL,

Wayslde Jottings. Essays anq
sketches gathered from the highways
and by-ways of life, Price 75 cents.

Spirit Echoes. Short poemsg and

sketches. Very beautiful. Price, 75
cents. :

The Spiritual ‘Songster. A sman
booklet with words only, adapted to

congregational singing and circles, ete,
Price, 10 cents; $6 per hundred. Post.
age, 50 cents. )

FREETHUUGHT AND
LIBERAL PAMPHLETS

These pamphlets were published by
Mr. Green in the Freethought Magazine
and are all by eminent and able writers,
The price on most of them has been re-
duced.

Roscoe Conkling. Memorial Oration.
by Robert G. Ingersoll, Price $ cents.

Thomas Paine. - By Robert G. Inger-
soi} “Pirice 3 cents.

oltaire. An address by Prof.
Plingault, - Price 3 cents v Emile

Abraham Lincoln. His Religion. By
Robert N..Reeves. Price 3 cents,

Burns and Whittler. Some of Their
Likenesses and Differences. By Prof.
Charles G. Brown. Price 5 cents,

}?oligion in the Republic. By Mrs.
M./« Freeman., Price 5 cents. -

Rational Worship, A lecture deliv-,
ered before the Chicago Liberal Society
by Dr. T B. Gregory of Chicago. Price

.8 cents.
| Why I Am Not a Christian,

By D. D.
Stedman. ' Price 8 cents.

Genesls to Revelation. Free Thought
Commentary on the Whole Bible. Byy
Judge Parish B. Ladd. Price 10 cents.,

- Revelation Under the Microscope 8
Evolution.. By Prof. Daniel ‘T. Ames.:
Price 10 cents.

Life and Career of Charles Bl‘adp
laugh. By ' George Jacob Holyoake,,
Price 10 cents. 4

Religion and Science. The “Recon
ciliation Mania" of Dr. Paul Carus oky
The Open Court. Analyzed and Re~
futed by “Corvinus.” Price 10 cents,
Free Thought Past, Present and me
ture. By Prof. Thaddeus B. Wakemau“"
With -‘his portrait and life sketch.'
Price 10 cents. -

‘The Priest and the Church—What
Yave They Done for the World? By
Judzs Parish B.'Ladd. Price 16 cents, '

.- Jobz Tvndall Memorial. Ten short
gketches ¢f *he life of this great man, .
Price 10 cents  *

Cosmology Against Theology. By,
Vindex,  Price 10 cen(s. ;
Church and State. The Bible in the
The: New American
Party. A Lritieism by “Jeﬂterson "

Price™10.cents.- - .

_ Btandlng Up for Jesus; or What the
Editor. of .the Freethinkers’ Mage.zine
Price 3 cents.
- “Why An Bxpurgated Bible?”
‘Rev.-E. H: Keens. . Price 3. cents.

Progress -of Evoiutionary Thought. -
The opening address before the Con-
gress of BEvolutionists, held in Chicago,
Sept. 28, 29 and 30, 1803. By B. F. Un- *
derwood the chairman. Price 3 cents.

Christianitv, its Imppachment and !

{sm. By Dr. F. E. Abbot and Prof. T.
B. Wakeman. Price'3 cents.’ :
.- Myth of the Great Déluge, By James
M. McCann. - Price 15 cents.: :
" The: Dvoiution of : the, Devil. By,
Henry Frank. . ;
“Prayer; Its Uselessness and Uneoien-
tific’ Assumption; By, Henry M Taber.
Price 10°cents, -

A

By,

Decadence Also Demands of Liberal-::’ :

Price 20 cents. i .

' .Liberallzed Chrlstlnnity _-By Henry e
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