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SPIRIT RETURN EXISTS THE WORLD OVER,
1T IS COSMOPOLITAN IN ITS MAKE-UP, AND 80
'"KALEIDOSCOPIC IN ITS CHARACTERISTICS
THAT IT DOESN'T SEEM POSSIBLE TO MAKE

. IT INTO A'RELIGION, A S8ECT OR A CREED.

. OF NATURAL LAWS PERTAINING TO THE MA-
TERIAL AND SPIRITUAL. SIDES OF. EXIST.

LAW OF PLANETARY ATTRACTION; NO MORE
- BACRED THAN THE LAW OF SPECTROSCOPIC
"ANALYSIS; NO MORE SACRED THAN THE LAW
' OF GROWTH AND DECAY; IN FACT IT IS ONLY
* ON A PAR WITH OTHER LAWS THAT PERMIT
. THE ACCOMPLISHING OF CERTAIN RESULTS
FOR THE GOOD OF MANKIND. IT IS SACRED
IN THE SENSE THAT ALL TRUTH IN THE MANI-
FESTATION OF NATURE’S MATERIAL OR SPIR-
ITUAL FORCES IS SACRED. THE FOLLOWING
"IN REFERENOE TO SPIRIT RETURN IN JAPAN
. WILL BE READ WITH GREAT INTEREST.

Japan has leapt forth to take part [as set forth in

strife with surprising suddenness, and the result as
yet has heen ereditable to the intellect of its people,
The attempt by her so-called Christian antagonist to
treat Japan as a barbarous and pagan eountry must
fail when we compare results, It is true that Japan

. is not a Christian country, but side by side in a news-
paper appeared announcemeénts of the despatch of
New Testaments to the Japanese army, and the send-
ing of holy ikons to the Russians, The balance of ev-
idence is in favor of the Japanese being on a moral
plane equal to any Buropean country, despite their
so-called Paganism. The forms-of religion which
have obtained a hold of Japanese for many eenturies
are Shintoism afid Buddhism, Confucianism is
sometimes referred to, but may be passed over, as it
is really a moral philosophy and not a form of re-
ligion. -

About the seventh cenfury, Buddhism was brought
from China and Korea, and was accepted as the state
religion,  Thus Shintolsm was for a time obscured,
though hoth forms existed together and reacted on
cach other. There have been, and.-still are, various
sects in both forms, and Ryobu is one which arose
when the primitive Shintoism was in obscuration, ap-

_parently to utilize the Buddhist organization for the
purpose of spirit evocation. Shinto is stated to,
‘he, in the simplest form of deseription, ‘“the belief
that the world of the living is directly governed-by
the world of the dead.”” Mitford gives some sermons
preached by a priest of the Shingaku sect, which pro-
fesses to amalgamate the three forms. For instanee:
“By blending together the prineiples of the Shinto,
) Buddhist, and other schools, we shall arrive at some-
"y thing near the true principle of things.”

Spirits Communicate With the J apanese. “

' 8 Mr. Lafcadio Hearn says that an educated Japa-
nese spoke to him thus: “ PERHAPS BY WESTERN
. PEOPLE I'TIS THIOUGHT TIIE DEAD NEVER RE-
TURN. BUT W1 CANNOT THINK 80; THERE
B ARE NO JAPANESE DEAD WHO DO NOT RE-
| TURN, THERE ARE NONE WHO DO NOT KNOW
TLHE WAY. THEY ARE WITH US NOW.” And
he gives an episode in his experience as teacher of
English: “I remember one day attempting to explain
“why we ought not to speak as if they were living pa-
‘rents.  Perhaps my pupils suspected me of trying to
‘meddle with their beliefs; for the Japanese never.

ory'—their dead are alive.”” .
Wd will here see a parallel with the reverence for
i parents and aneestors so often referred to as a Chi-
nese characteristie, but whieh had- its god-making
I side also among the Orecks and Romans. In fact, all
the millions of gods so flippantly spoken of by some as
. worshiped in Japan, amount in the last analysis to an-
cestor worship practiced for many centuries, and kept
in full vigor by the constant communication with
those who had passed on.
3 Mir. Iearn is a sympathetic observer, and he thus
gt sphrases the fact alluded to: ““The august house of the
il X ami is not so much a temple as a ghost chamber or a
haunted room; many of the lesser divinities being
ehosts of great warriors, heroes, rulers, teachers, who
lived thousands of years ago.” :

Pilgrims Who Were Entranced.

Mr. Percival Lowell gives some facts of personal
observation, Ile is a good witness, and he thus shows
his position as a skeptic: ‘*But.as some good souls will
still persist in helieving in spooks, in spite of the fail-
ure of the not over-ineredulous Society for Psychical

- Research to find a single really irnustworthy specimen,

it may be well to-lay this ghost by a funeral logieal

' rite or iwo.”” - One interesting episode was his meet-
ine with three pilgrims to Ontake, who by the side of

the mountain path took turns in being entranced, and

v having what he terms communion with the gods.
8 The three suecessively were the entranced one, the
evocator, and the reverent bystander, each in his
turn. -~ All the preliminary aetivity was displayed by
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- SPIRIT RETURN IS SIMPLY THE OUTGROWTH

ENCE. IT IS NO MORE SACRED THAN THE
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‘think of an ancestor as'having bécome ‘only a mem- "

thie evocator, whose activity was later on transferred
to the one intended to be entranced, Violent contor-

tions were followed by trance, when the evocator hed

gan to ask questions as to thelr pilgrimage and other
matters, After each had his tirn, they proceeded on
their pilgrimage, but Mr. Lowell saw them again
twice the next day indulging in -communion. He
states that diiring the two days of thieir ascent and
deseent of this 10,000 feet mountain they ate nothing
and drank but water. o ’

A Young Mother and Her Spirit Child.
Mr Hearn states that Buddhist and Shinto priests

practice evocation. Various ceremonies are gone.

through, and the priest repeats *‘I have come’’ fre-
quently his voice changing gradually to that of the
departed one. . Then questions quickly asked will be
answerced, but the ery will be, **Hasten, hasten! for
this my coming back is painful, and I have but a little
time to stay!’”” And he remarks that to call back the

dead is not good, as it makes their condition worse, -

ha,ving to take a lower place on their-return to the
under world; henee the practice is forbidden by law,

‘but evaded on various pretexts.  He gives a pathetje

narrative of a young mother summoning the spirit of
her child, and being informed that the child had ob-
tained the knowledge of his mother’s' impending
death, and was rewarded for his prayer to die"in her
stead by the privilege being granted. She became a
holy nun, in speeial favor with several generations of
children, and his personal knowledge was that, after
her funeral, a deputation of children asked for sub--
scriptions for a small c¢hildish tombstone in addition
to one then set up. He subseribed, . and remarked
that they would now have nowhere to play., To

which the nine-year-old gir] replied: ** We shall still -

play in the court of the temple. She is buried there,
She will hear our playing, and be glad,”
Pilgrimages to Holy Shrines.

_ Pilgrimages to holy shrines and temples are much
In vogue in Japan, and many eclubs exist among
tradesmen and workmen, the subseriptions being de-
voted to the necessary expenses of a portion of the
members while on pilgrimages. TForemost among the
places to whieh these travelers make their way js the
Mount Ontake, where the highest possible class of
spirit communion is considered to take place, This
18 the possession by the gods which was achieved in
the case of the three abstemious pilgrims alveady de-
seribed. A few members of cach elub are period-
ically developed into the equivalent of our mediums,
and the whole business is earried on with earnestness
and praetically in combination. Many of these peo-
ple, both at home and on pilgrimage, practice austeri-
ties to subdue the body so as to facilitate the develop-
ment of sensitiveness, and various ceremonies are per-
formed to induce susceptibility to the spirit influ-
ences,

Baths, Diet t;,nd the Development of Mediumship.

Among other devices for inducing sensitiveness is
the cold baths, preferably a shower under a waterfall,
Tour or five baths a day are reckoned as producing
good results, and a still better effect may follow from
the screwing up of one’s eourage to rise at 2 or 3 a.
m., for a mid-sleep cold shower. The latter is sup-
posed to have o wonderful effect on the development
of a sensitive. This is combined with » spare and
strictly vegetarian diet by the more ardent devotees,
tobacco, saki, and even tea being strictly tabooed.
Lowell met a man who had practiced these austerities
for 43 years, and his reward came to him in the shape
of a constantly increasing power to predict future
events. It is noticeable that he had ‘some difficulty in
conveying 1o his. Amcrican friend any description of
sensations experienced, a difficulty which can be ap-
preeiated by any one who has endeavored to speak on
psychical subjects to a smart skeptical person.

Description of a Sitting. .

T will endeavor to summarize Mr, Lowell’s deserip-
tion of a sitting. In a chamber which i§ newly puri-
fied, if not kept permanently pure as in témples, is set
up 2 shrine of which the Jeading féature is the gohei,
which occupies a position akin to that of the erucifix
in a Roman Catholie church, The gohei is a piece of
paper eut Lo a shape suggestive of g flash of lightning,
and is supported on a wand. Various other articles
are presented, ineluding saucers of rice and salt and a
cup of sake. The chamber is purified by charms and
exoreisms, and all the participants retire to bathe,
and return in speeial robes.

A full sitting is composed of eight persons, whom
whom we will call the medium and the leader, four
whose office is to ward off evil influcnces from the
four quarters, a deputy leader and a recorder. The
latter two are often dispensed with, and even on oc-
casions the four warders, but, the ceremony is of
course far less impressive. After various rites, de-
termined by the number taking part, the gohei-wand’
is placed in the center, and the sitters change from
sitting on their heels to the cross-legged attitude of
the images of Buddha. Then the medium takes the
gohei-wand, which, begins to quiver as does the me-
dium, and soon & sudden throe announces possession,
The leader reverently asks the name of the god who
is ixf possession or control, and petitions are presented
and questions are asked as occasion arises.
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v spme time after, the medium has to be treated
' recovery, ‘'what .we may call massage being used
toreountyraet the unnatural rigidity of the body, the
g():!(f:l#w‘) d being so tightly held that it takes some
mx'xgptcsi. o Joose the grasp. On one oceasion, in Mr,
Lowell's,presence, 8 medium whose. pulse stood at
8&«teq. atcommencement had it raised to 120 deg. at
ent¥ of Sting. This one was much  dissppointed
wi n'h(z(ieal'ncd that he had not spokén in his trance,
foryhe: had hdped to spesk in English (of which he
knww nething) as a test. _ o

At gx_xi'(‘ﬂﬂlel' sitting, when ‘the eight participants
were ﬁlf,ﬁhog-]ieepers or tradesmen belonging to
-elabs,.allaceremonies were duly perforimed, including
tha"illudtration by fire of nearly cverything. . When
] bn wag reached, the leader put questions ar-
vapged jor by Mr, Lowell as to friends in Ameriea,
which he says were answered ‘“with Delphie oracu-
larity,” & phrase which is itself extremoly vague,
- Asittipg is‘generally arranged by the more devout
pcdplé‘ﬁyrgthe purpose of receiving thereby a name
for.a-chald, while the majority are satisfied with &
priest - fishing in a bowl wherein a number of names
are Eijt, the fishig-rod being the ~aforesaid gohei-

for

.. Trance Communications or Sittings, ,

© 'The old records of Japan, dating back 12 centuries,
confaip narratives of trance communications or pos-
sessions at-the ingtanee of Emperors and Empresses
in whieh no frace of Buddhist names are‘to be found.
How-much farther back these practices extend is un-
known, but it is ¢lear that they were followed long be-
fore Budghism was introduced to Japan, and "with
them werd™sYociated the trials or ordeals by boiling
water, by walking on fire, and ascending ladders of
sword blades,; ll of which were.in full operation until
recently. ", . :

This 35:all -absolutely foreign to the original Budd-
hism, but the priests of that formn of faith insist upon
their priorelaim of proprietorship in the praectiee,
though it is elear]y borrowed by them from the prim-
itive faith of Shinto. A curious phase is presented
in the Nichiren scet of Buddhism, a sect which arose
in Japan about six centuries ago, and in which only
women .or children are possessed or entranced. The
priest conducts the proceedings with an infinite
amount of ceremonies, and the woman or girl becomes
entranéed'in a quieter manner than is the ease where
men are god-possessed. .

This use of an intermediary in the production of
the trance state Jeads Mr. Lowell to discuss the ap-
parent likeness to the operator and subject in hypne-
tism. -But he finds clear difference between the two,
though he is utterly agiinst the spiritualistic view of
the matter,

Curious Practices Among the Japanese

Not the least interesting of the personal experi-
ences whieh he narrates is his visit to what he flip-
pantly terms a Sunday school. Ile says he was al-
lowed to iptroduce another foreigner, his own purity
being pnly just sufficient to admit him. My own
opinden ofl his being thus privileged is that it was due
to Bis owh stupendous impudence acting hypnotic-
ally’gp th#priests. The idea appears to be to develbp
sensitjves while young, and is almost cxclusively by
the practisge of dancing and gymnastics in the way of
som#érsaultd and traveling about the room while hang-
ing ’6‘6 theeornice.  AH these are stated to be symbol-
ical. ., Tha.dance imitates the dance of a,certain god-
dess, the somersaults represent the revolution of
thingd, and standing on one’s head in the corner sym-
boli%‘cs pofsession by the spirit of a climbing plant.
But it is ypatter for discussion whether calisthenies
havainet developed inte the very pronounced gym-
nastits I Mhve deseribed, and the symbolism thereaf-
ter ifg‘sfe_nt,efﬂ to give a psychological drill,

There is a Very,suggestive similarity in the physical
phenpmenaTecorded tb those which oceurred at Mora
in Sweden, in the early part of the last century, and
which were manifested almost exclusively through
the medinmship of young boys and girls. ‘

Good Effects of Spirit Communion.

It is to be noted that this practice of spirit commun-
ion is part of the daily life of the.people, as the clubs
alluded. to have sittings while at home, the pilgrim-
ages having an element of what Lowell calls ‘‘pious
peripatectic pienie parties,”’ with the higher commun-
ion obtainafp)le at the shrines as a reward for their
travel. . Even the flippant Lowell is compelled to ad-
mit that this firm belief in spirit communion has a
good cffect on the daily lives and general conduet of
the people, impressing upon the adults the need for
kindness and love to the young, and upon the young
the necessity for reverence and affection for their
elders.” There is a narrative of one Hamaguchi, a
rich farmer, All the people of his locality were away
on the seashore, leaving him with his grandsoh. From
the height he saw sigus of a tidal wave, and proceed-
ed to set fire to his stacks in order to recall them; his
grandson obediently assisting, though thinking that
his grandfather had gone mad. The people hurried up
to assist in quenching the fire, and were saved ; Hama-
guehi was ruined, but happy. When better times re-
-turned, a temple was erected in his honor, and he was
worshiped while living and after.

. Reincarnation—A Peculiar Case. .
This communion with the departed has connections
with the belief in re-birth which is prevalent in Japan,
except among those educated in Western science and
philosophy, with most of whom all religion other than

MEDIUM'S RELIEF FUND.,

Report From N. 8. A. Home Office,
Washington, D. C,

1o the Editor:—It gives me pleasure

tion; one good old Spiritualist, 83 years
of age, himself an inmate of a benevo-
jent Home, sends one dollar from his
pension, with words of love and bene-
diction; ax aged lady, also 83, and an
inmate of “An Oid Ladies’

APPARI SAAA,

The $70.60 sent by Missionary
Sprague is as follows: Mr, and Mrs. E.
W. Sprague, $11; Mr. Habn, $10; Mr,
Delysle, $5; Mrs. Paul, $2; *Mrs. U.

Pindle, $2; Mr. H
Home”, n $2; Mr. Luke Lane, $2; Sarah I

' ANNIVERSARY. ing an fnvocation,

the evening lecture

The First’ Spirituallst Church of Alle- audience.

.gheny, Pa,

dered a seleclion, and the subjects for t

Eaca subject was handled
to the entire satisfaction of the audi-

“ceremonial had disappeared. Hearn gives eopies of

several official documents ‘which were drawn up to
certify to the fact that a little boy who died at the
age of six was re-born three. years later in a family
residing at no great distance. At the age of nine he

stated facts of his previous life, which were verified |

by his being faken to the place where he had lived,
when he identified houses and people, and pointed out
alterations made sinee his time. =~~~

Mr, Tlearn gives a narrative of the suicide of a
young Buddhist priest who was pestered by the -at-
tentions of young women, and who protected his wav-
ering virtue by death. - To Mr, Hearn’s suggestion
that he sought death to escape sinning, an old priest
replied : *“Then he will have to face like temptations
again and again, and all the sorrow of it, and all the
psin of it, evén for a thousand times a thousand times,
until he shall have learned to master himself,”’
Which is a very hard saying, but it is repeated in sub-
stance in some other guarters, :

Dead Are Not Less Real Than the Living.
The phase of ancestor worship which comes into no-

tice in the spirit communion so largely practiced is |-

interwoven with the belief in pre-existence or re-birth
to a very large éxtent. The bestowal of the Order of

.the Rising Sun on a deceased general, has its reasons

in all these. The deceased soldier is sufficiently in
connection with this plane of existence to be con-
seious of the aet of gratitude for his labors, and the
whole transaetion will give its coloring to the charae-
ter of the honored one when bis time eomes for an-
other term of earth-life, My, Hearn thus expresses
his view: !

“T'o Japanese thought, the dead are not less real
than the living. They take part in the daily life of
the people, sharing the humblest sorrow and the hum-
blest joys. They attend the family repasts, wateh
over the well-being of the household, assist and re-
joice in the prosperity of their descendants. They
are present at the public pageants, at all the sacred
festivals of Shinto, at the military games, and at all
the entertainments specially provided for them, And
they are universally thought of as finding pleasure in
the offerings made to them or the honors conferred
upon them."’ )

As far as it is possible to disentangle the original
Shinto belief from the vast amount of later growth in-
duced by the Buddhist and other Chinese teaching, it
would appear to be that the departed still dwell in the
world and rule it, by mfluencing the thoughts and ae-
tions of men‘and by directing the forces of nature.
Spirit communion follows as one of the most desirable
episodes for those in this life, as a means for obtaining
guidanee in various matters and as a form of worship.
To this interblending of those in the seen and in the
wnseen may be atiributed the readiness to part with
life go often displayed, as well in the wife who cere-
monially despatches herself to atone for wrong done
to others by her husband, or the woman who eommils
suicide to liberate her son for military service, as it is
in the heroism of the sqldier or the deliberate endiug
of their life by the 47 Ronins after avenging their
master’s death. ]

Though thoreughly Shinto in character, these rites
of spiritism are not practiced in all the sects; in fact,
it is more a popular than a priestly institution at the
present tme. There are shrines at Ise, whose sacred-
ness in the eyes of the people is shown by the faet that
when a skeptical Minister of the Crown intruded on a
certain specially conscerated portion of the temple, he
was assassinated by a pious government officer. The
murderer was exceuted, but the mass of the people
treated him as a martyr to the faith, and decorated
his grave with flowers. One of these temples is stated
to be dedicated not to the spirit of the Sun Goddess,
but to her possessory spirit. The priests do not un-
derstand the fact, as they belong to a seet which does
not practice evocation, but Mr. Lowell’s conclusion
is: “So completely was possession once an integral
part of the Shinfo faith that it erccted these temples
to the possessory spirits. Nothing could well testify
more deeply to belief in their existence, and nothing
seems to bring them home more closely to their devo-
tees than this fashioning of an earthly pavilion for
their temporary sojourn, Among all the strange de-
tails if this god-possession cult, this perhaps is the
strangest—these temples to possessing spirits,”’

A lengthy discussion of the philosophy of hypno-
tism, suggestion, the lack of individuality in Japa-
nese, and psyechology in general, is concluded by these
words: ‘“This lands us at an unexpeeted conclusion,
to wit, that these gods really are what they claim to
he. In Shinto god-possession we are viewing the aet-
ual incarnation of the ancestral spirit of the race * **
If these his ancestors were gods in the past, gods they
are that deseend to embodiment to-day.”

It may be regarded as a debatable point whether
the word “‘gods’’ quite expresses the conception of
the Japanese as to the position of all the spiritual be-
ings with whom they hold converse, In mapy cases,
it is friends who have passed on, and it is probable
that the advanced entities to whom the term *‘gods™
would justly apply are only to be evoked by the
higher elass of mediums in the temples and shrines.
But it is evident that the centuries of Buddhism as a
state religion have not sufficed to destroy the belief of
earlier centuries in the naturalness of the communion
‘with those who have passed on. And the Japanese
remain one of the bravest, most intelligent, and most
devotedly patriotic people of the world, which ap-
pears to be largely attributable to their firm assur-
ance that the seen are guided by the unseen.
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The choir then ren- received at three different times a hap-
ism of flowers. The last sitting, April
22, they received sweet peas, when
there was not a flower of that kind in

the house. Their circle is private, only

was taken from the

-

to submit to vou and to the readers of
your valuable paper, the following re-
‘port of money secured for the Mediums’
Relief Fund of this Association} to the
close of April. We have now but one
month in which to raise the balance of
the thousand aollars asked for from the
Spiritualists al large—the necessary
amount still wanting is about three
hundred and fifty dollars, and we im-
plaore our generous and trusted friends
not to let this work fall for lack of
nieans to carry it on. Could Spiritual-
ists from evarywhere be in this office
one month and read the many letters
of appeal for help from and for worthy
mediuvms who are destitute and deserv-
ing of aid, they would hasten to pour
what money they could spare into our
treasury for the continuance of this
most worthy benefaction. It is pitiful
that any well-authenticated case of
need has to be denied, but it is impos-
sible to aid all who deserve assistance
fromr our fund. Not only regmlar pen-
sioners should be added to the list but
‘temporary aid is greatly needed by
some of our mediums who afe in finan-
clal straits sometime-—we do all we
can, but it is.only by receiving finan-

- cial ald from friends of the cause that
. the noble work can be carried on. On-
"1y last week an aged couple was placed

on the list, worthy Spirjtualists and me-
diums, who_ in. times past had sacri-

" - ficed much for the cause, now helpless,

and but for ths timely .aid of the N. S.

. A. would have had to go to the public

\ . with many of the.contributions are.ln
. themselyes a ‘blessing and an. iuspira-

almshouse the first of May. - ..
~The sincera and heartfelt thanks o)

. all connected .with this work: are ex
- tended” to every donor to this' Reliet

. fund; the beautiful-letters that  ¢come

Va., 25 cents.

scnds all she has, a dollar, with a ten-
derly written hlessing for all good me-
diums.

The amount previously reported on
the thousand, was $431.55—since our
last we have collected $213.66—which
includes the sum of $71.60 sent by our
nmissionary, E. W, Sprague—we have
still to raise the balance by the first of
June. Dear friends, please help -us in
this good work. )

The following sums have been Tre-
ceived since last statement: From La-
dies’ Ald of the chartered -society of
Wheeling, W. Va:, benefit soctal, $20.40;
A Friend, Hamburg, lowa, $10; Edward
Bremer, $10; Mrs. Hanson, benefit se-
ance, $8; Ladies' Aild, Springfield,
Mass., $6; J. L. Taylor, $5; Soclety of

Divine Truth, Louisville, Ky., $5; se- .

ance by G. W. Way, $6; Carl E. Shultz,
$5; C. B. 1, $b6; Jacob Hey, $5; Friend.
in Westfield, $5; W. K., $5; Henry
Brunhaus, $3.85; J. W. Emsley, $3; Dr.
E. Paige, $3; Mrs. H. Brunhaus, $2.50;
People's Church, Louisville, coltected
$2; Titusville, Pa., soclety collected $2;
H. A. Kellogg, $2; James Lynch, $2;
Mrs. A. M. Lewis, $2; G. H. Clark, §1;
Lily M. Thiebaud, $1; "Chas. Holland,
$1; Wm. Laplain, $1; Mrs. B. T. Ollin-
ger, $1; Friend in McKeesport, $1;
Mrs. E. R. Beck, $1; Mary Chapman,
-§1; N. Freeman, $1; J. O. McGrath, $1;
Mrs.-A,-Conrad,” $1; J.. H, ‘Morris, $1;
Mrs. Alice-A. R. Kibbe, - $13 Mr, " J.
Humphrey, ~$1; A Friend at Hoosic
Falls, $1; Mary A. Koch, $1} inmemory
of-Bliza' D. 'Hale—Mrs. Z. A. M. Alled,
$1; Mrs. E. Baker, $1; Philip Lamneck,
31; ‘Eliza*Gill,- $1;: H: Hubbard,-$1;- J.
Peterson, $1; ‘Cash:from Brookville, $1;
A, B. Cox, ﬂ:‘Ligki_e,j'A. ‘Whittle;, $1:
John' Lynch, $1; "Cash, ~Whecling,

(e
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Stark, $2; Coilection at “§an Diego,
$17.55; special collection, $1.65; Helen
A. Stark, $1; Mrs. Egan, $1; Thos Fitz-
simmons, $1; Mrs. Riley, $1; Mrs. Eliz-
abeth Lowe Watson, $1; Mrs. B. Grant
Taylor, $§1; E. W. Briggs, $1; Unknown,
$1; Mr. Sexton, $1; Buttercup—Gillispe
—3$1; Sarah Scott, $1; G. Gunnison, $1;
Mr. Ringley, $1; Mr. Shaw, $1; Mr.
Hemsley, $1; Mrs. Barber, $1; Mr. Dex-
ter, 50 cents; Mrs. B. A. Damon, 50
.cents; Mrs. Flint, 50 cents; Mrs. L. M.
-Little, 50 cents; Mrs. Howell, 25 cents;
H. A. Starks, 25 cents. ’

As before stated our grateful appre-
ciation s extended to all donors and
‘wo earnestly ask all who have not as
yet contributed to the Relief Fund, to
send their donations and blessings to
this office at once. = - -~ -

. MARY T. LONGLEY,
: © "N. 8. A, Secretary.
600 Pennsylvania avenue 8. E., Wash-
{ngton, D.C. -

*“Right Generation the. Key . to the
Kingdom. of: Heaven on Earth. . By
Dr. M. B, Gobger. An appeal to reason
and man's bighest aspirations, .A plea
for juatlce and equality in all the rels-
tions of life between men and women,
Oloth 73 cents; ‘leatherette. 50 cents,

- *Boclal Upbullding, 1ncluding Co-op.
erative Systems and the Happlness ang
1tnnoblement of ‘Humarnity.” By E..D,

Dabbitt, LL. D.; M.D. This compriges-

gm lastl»}gart of” Hun:;nnv Cult\g:r and
ure. - Paper covet, 16 cents, - :

nm&%vﬁ:a'« AR sale,
; . Beanmng. 258 Hepulte®
By 3: K Wilson, of 14 Bounsere

Bar. - An.absorbingly - interesting - voi.

_ume, of ‘decided vnlue, ‘A narrative:
8hor's expezienca, Cloth, 560 pagea.
basgrated, 6295, e 59 o
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‘We: desire-to call your attention to
the good  worit that is being carried on
.at the First Spiritualist Church of Alle-
gheny. "On "Sunday, April 2, we cele-
brated- the Fifty-Seventh Anniversary
of Modern Spiritualism, with ap all-day
service; iopening* with a corference at
10:30.! Subject- for discussion, “Spirit-
ualism® Thd! conference lasted until
noon. i9fi-  b- - -

At 2:80 thoaervice was again opened
by themingiag “Nearer, My God, to
Thee.1s¢ThesRev. Day- spoke upon
“Spiritualismtand its--worth,” ~ dating
back from thditime of the rappings at
the homo of the Fox family., Mr. Chas.
‘Morrowimnd ¥rs. Mary Hatton, of Eng-
land followed ‘with -spirit messages,
all of which iwere fully recognized and
gave mich comfort-to those receiving,
the mesgages) v - -

> Mrs. Brown‘daughter of .Sister Hat-
ton, ret¥dered 2ome beautiful selections
ofmusmpr C Bt - R

-The ¢Burch Wwas nicely decorated
with cttfRowdrs, potted: plants, and
‘palmgs2@he President of the soclety,
BrotheR“Fetzer; seemed to be inspired
and didn't 1eave a stone- unturned :in
making- the’ Fifty-Seventh Anniversary
one- of 'the  grdatest ever held in our,
‘ehurch,- 17 div o ”

Sister - Brotitmore, the -president of -
‘The Ladies’ Alg; and Brother Fry, were-

early at thikir’ posts and promptly ‘ar-.
ranged -the . decorations. At" 6:30. &
circle was held, Sister Pratf, treasurer.
of the ¢hurch, having charge of the cir-

cle; asgisted, by-other-mediumns. - Bister -

iPratt’s.invocation 1a the opening of-the

‘and ‘opened tha-evening servics hy-tha

. “*au - reading of a scripture lesaon aud offer-

ence.. Brother Day followed his lec-
ture with spirit messages of the most
convincing character, and all went
awegy satisfied. In all it was a great
day for Spiritualism. .

The pastor announced that the serv-
fces would be Continued on Easter Sun-
day, April 23, at which time Rev. Fran-
cis would be present. and address the
audience from the subject of the Easter
Light and Its Relatioh to .Spiritualism.
Brother Francis delivered a touching
discourse, and made many friends for
himself as well as for the cause of
truth,

At the close of, the lecture, the pas-
tor followed with spirit messages and
the reading of articles, all of which
was again recognized. It was then an-
nounced that there was an evangelist in
the audlence from Washington, D. C.
Brothor Day oxtended the brother an
invitation to make a few remarks. The
gentleman arose to his feet-and said he
did not care’ to say anything, but would
offer the pastor.a proposition, as fol-
lows: “I have noticed your reading of
articles and the recognition given to

‘€ach of the readings. Now the proposi-

tion I'have to offer is this¥ If you will
read the watch I have in my pocket and
give me the detlalls connected with the
wateh' T will think more favorably ' of
Spiritualism, and will render a solo en-

titledMy. Mother-in. Heayven.'” ..« ..

‘M1 Day:said: at once, “1 will accept”
-your-chatleng2.” " Come .forward to’ the -
Platform and give us your'golo and the -

guides will rend your watch with every
dotail" - Brother Day's guideg read the

_ { » - watch 'without o hitch,giving every’ de-
. -glrcle brgugll}t--hm‘m&;ny and '%dlrélied' the:
~hearts” of #ll presents:u At 7146, Rev.’
wondertul peychic-events:in. . the: an.: Tt pon- the im

_-Day, pastor, enteted- iipon- the-fogtrum:work-for. the cause In-this city. - His.

tail, much:to. the delight of the’ audi-
enée’ D" Day 18 © doing ™ much ™ ‘good
wife 18 also ‘developlag

umship. - t;wen-hogg“clx“ql\é they have
. . I ¥ \J ) o .

"lustrated.

the three sitting together, Mr. and Mrs.
Day and Sistor Pratt, treasurer of the
church of which Brother Day is the pas-
tor, God grant that the angel world
may continue to shower these blessings
upon our dear pastor, and that he may
be spared.to. feed many of the hungry
and starving from the store-house of
knowledge. F. W. PRICHARD,

~INDUCE

Wour Nelghbor to Bubscribe for The
Progressive Thinker.

Now {s the time to extend -the circuls
tion of The Progresslys Thinker. It
will contain Occult end Spiritualistie
sews with which every one should be
familiar. No otder paper published on
this earth contains such a vast amount
of matter so wall adapted to enrich the
mind. Bend in a subseription now.

“The New Life.” By Leroy Berrler,
Eminently suggestive along-the lines of
“new thought.” Excellent in' tone and
tendencies. Price, cloth, §1. J

“New Testameént Storles Comically 1.
Drawings. by Watson Hes.
ton. With Critical and Humorous Com.
ments - upon the Texts.” - Heston’s
drawings are incomparable, and excru.
clatingly .-funny.  Price . in -boards;  §L,
Cloth, $1.50. Le o e e

"Cosmian Hymn Book.™ A collecilon
of original and relected: hymns, for lib-

-eral and ethleal-gocletles, for schoola

and the home; complled by L. K. Wash.
burn,  This volume  meets ‘a7 publie

-ywant. . <Lt comprises: 258 -choice’ seléer
: Slons_of -poetry:and music,:embodying
hig* _the. highest moral sentlment, and free.
into fine medt:. frp!

. &ll sectarianiat, Price 50 cents,
Uves. Prico, by mall §L.- - . .

This
Offer

——

The World Has Never

200J3g YT ™

—~
A

Truly, the world has rever seen th
like before. BSearch tl:e annals of his-
tovy, ancient and modern; critically dx-
amine the history of Spiritualism; lopk
bere and there, in every nook and cor-
ner of the world, and you cannot find
4 parailel to the ofter made in reference
to these twelve remarkable Premium
Books. They constituze a wonderfylly
valuable Spiritualistic and Qccult }i-
brary, and are turnisiied at a nomindl
sum. All are substanually bound and
neatly printed, and those who purchase
them are delighted with them. The lagt
one to appear, "LETTERS FROM THE
SPIRIT WORLD.,” wriiten through th
mediumship of that remarkable ng
dium, Carlyle Petersilea, should be[ in
(f?Vﬁry library. Read the following cdre.
ully:

We have now TWELVE magnifident
Premium Books, and you can gefect
from them as follows: !

Any one of the Twelve Premjium
Books you may order, price 25 cents.
'Fhis 15 the price, remember, when you
order only cne book in connection with
8 yearly subscription. ‘I'ne paper, ona
year, and one Premium Book, $1.25.

Any two of the 7Twelve Premium
Books you may ordcer, price 70 cents.

Any three of the 7Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price £1.10.

. Any four of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price §1.50.

Any five of the Tweélve Premium
Books you may order, price $1.75. )

Any six of the ‘T'welve Premium
Books you may order, price $2.05. .

Any scven of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $2.35.

Any -elght of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $2.65.

Any nine of the Twelve Premium
DBooks you may order, price $2.90.

Any ‘ten of tho Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $3.10.

Any eleven of the Twelve Premium
Books you may order, price $3.40. ’

Lastly, all of these TWELVE Pre.
mium Books here announced are sent |
out, all postage prepaid, for $3.76, someé-{
thing never belore equalled fn this'
country or Europe. C

Bear in mind that every order for &
Premium must be accompanied with a
yearly subscription for The Progressiva
Thinker. We repeat that the world
has never scen the ke of it before.

OUR TWELVE REMARKABLE PRE-
MIUM BOOKS FOR $3.75.

Tha following is the list of titles ot
the Twelve Preminm Books:

1—The Encyclopedia ot Death, and
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 1.

2—The Encyclopedia of Death, and
Life in the Spirit world, Vol. 2.

3--The Encyclopedia of Death, and
Life in the Spirit World, vol. 3. These
three volumes have been prepared Ly
J. R. Francis. They contain invaluable
dala.

1—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun-
dane and Super-Mundane Spiritism, by
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.

5—CGhost Land, Spiritualism, Occult-
ism, by Mrs. Emma Haidinge Britten,

6—The Next World Interviewed, by

-Mrs. 8. G. Horn, a most remarkable me-

dium.

7—The Occult Life of Jesus, by Alex-
ander Smythe, a medium of rare gifts.

8—A Wanderer m the Spirit Lands.
Translated by A. Farnese, a wonderful
English medium.

9—The Religion of Man and Ethics of
Science, by Hudson Tuttle.

10—Scers of the Ages, or Spiritualism
Past and Present, by Dr. J. M. Peebles.

11—The Great Debat:2 Between Moscs
Hull and W. F. Jamieson.

12—Letters from the Spirit World,
written through the mediumship of-
Carlyle Petersilea.

Each Spiritualist should at once com-
mencing forming a Spiritualist and Oc-
cult library. ’

When ordering a'Premium ‘Book, one
or more, you must send in a yearly sub-

scription for The Progressive Thinker,

_ WOMANLY BEAUTY
Of Form and Feature—The Culti-
vation and Preservation of Per-

sonal Beauty Based upon Health
and Hygiene,

By twenty well-known physicans ‘and
specialists. With 80 half-tone and
other illustrations. Edited Ly -Albert
Turner. A handsome volume, 256
pages, bound in cloth-and gold. ‘-

In this volume the editor has bréught
together the teachings of those who
have made a study of special features
of the subject, and the-result is a-work
{hat is unique and practical, not filled

h .if

iy
/)
J

with a.medley of receipts:gnd formuias, R

s0.often fcund in books on beauty:: -

- Fully illustrated with - plctures ~that ’

mean- something to the reader, not of
so-called “beauties,” closing with chap--
ters of “Hints in Beauty -Culture™-and

“Hints in Health" Cultare,”  which, - 'if
followed, would "nlone bo . worth “muny -
Almes- the price of the.volume in spcur-
ing health and good form, which {8 pogs . -’
Isible to all. Price$l. - - - -, . o
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