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'We have selected for our subject this evening:

opment of wan, Religion or Civilization§

Religion can nover die. It is the power that rols
all stones uway from the sepulehers of old opinions,
" of old theolozies, of obsolete beliefs. Religion is help-
$ul, it is aspiving, it is inupiring. But civibization is
‘the moter that moves the world, that revealy the
“world’s ysteries, that tokes out from hiding her
-yaanifold treasdres, that opens widely the deors of
Nature and portrays her beanties, her wonderful
gifty, lier marvelous poténeies. Civilizafion is the
great lever that rests upon the parallelogram: of in-
“telligenee, and it is lifting the world to wightier

‘eights and to more wondrous revelations than the.

world ling ever dreamed of, until the light of reveln-
tion has iwnined her nany apartments. Nature is
‘50 Blled with mystery because we know so little of her
deeps, hey heights, her wonderful merits. She is rich
"$u the regsures that lie buried in her bosom, and it is

. the civilization of worlds that is bringing out fromt

the enverns of the past the wonders that are shining
wupon the world in {lie present age. Upon the tablets
of history (I do not mwean the tablets of written his-
tory in books, but upon the tabletg in the his.
_tory of Nature) there is written with the hand,
whose very mirk is indelibly impressed upon the
earth, upon the stones, that earry forward the evi-
" dences-of what haa been. This civilization of to-day
is not the first civitization by any means; the eiviliza-
_tion of Nineveh und Babylon were not the first civili-
-zation of men, they were not the first intelligent mani-

- Festations of the wondérful power of mind, and its

. ability to utilize Nature, to uplift, to ndyance, to per-
petuate the intelligenee which belongs to the human
being. In the deeps of the earth aré buried many of
the evidences ta-day, upon tablets of stone, that ve-
veal wonders of the olden.time aud have prepared the

" way for the coming of all the revelations of the pres-
ent. Bvery lime the great wheel of cvolving power is
going on and round and round it is revealing greater

_potencies than it hnrs ever before shown upon the

-world, Hvery revolution brings out greater riches,
and reveals new- mysteries, new miracles, if yon
‘please, to interest the mind of thinkers, the intelli-

.gent men. Down int the depths of the sends of Eqypt
Hie to-dny the written vecords of generations long

_sinee passed from the face of the esrth, and ss year
after year the centuries have rolled and the sands of
Tyypt preserved their history intact, they seem to
htave pointed the finger of their intelligence to the
present generation, that they might bring them from
Nature’s deep and show men - that they are only
on the stairway to the higher possibilities.

. EGYPTIAN *CIVILIZATION.

. Down in Egypt do we find the cvidences of civili-
zation, almost surpassing the present. We find there
specimens of crockery, specimens of art, specimens of
.aolor, specimens of musical imstruments, almost to
‘appell the thought, the mind, the sounl of the explorer,
and to-day, down from this debris are coming forward
the evidences that tell of civilization dating far, far.
back from the time allotted unto the earth to measure
“its existenee, Time is pot known to the present con-
ception of man, when the earth was inhabited by in-
telligent beings, and the wonderful evolotion from the’
Jower to the higher grades have been Jike 8 pendulum
‘swinging to and fro, each time swinging out farther,
- and cach time swinging not quite a5 far back, that the
‘vetrograding motion has not been as the preceding
- oue, and each age has evolved new theories, new prin-

giples, mew uses. for the manifold .gifts..of :Nature”

The seientist that has been content with the mani-
festations of the laws of Natuve that are revealed on
Nature’s surface*is far in the background, but the
explorers that ave delving into the deep heart of the

.:DENIES SPIRITUALISM 18 THE|}tray, while the angels lock 18}y o, nor [bad

heaven to Yive in idleness,

_earth to find there her hidden mysteries, are bringing
Which inftuenee hns been the grester in the devel-;

not only the evidence of ‘what the earth containg as
well, but it is bringing out’ the nystery which the
earth cYntaing alone. There are no.manuseripts upon
which the writien language of man has been wrilten
80 plainly, that time has dissolved or disintegrated
them, but in the delta of the Nile, epvered by the
sands of Egypt, theve ore citlies to-day that nre bring-
ing forih not only the evidence of man’s existence,
but of his wonderful eivilization. We may say that
religion has accomplished so mueh- for man, religion

has wceomplished so wiuch for the redemption of the.
-world from sin, religion'has bpilded its theories, the

theories of theology and the spirit of religion are dis-
tinclly separate, they are not one.
bailded heaven, it has builded Lell, it has elected man
from heaven, it hus consigned men to hell, it has
Liudled the fires out of the products of the earth, it
has made them to buran sclf, p natural product; it has
made the pit boltomless, it has made heaven a high
und wlorified place, beyond the conception of man, it
hay ereated lieaven out of the mont precious metols,
out ol the most beautiful stones, the gates are alnbas.
ter, the streets are paved with pold, and they pictore

to the conception of man, that be is to enjoy these’

wonderful gifts, and they are consigning men to
Remember those that do
this are weavied with the fasks of the day, and long
for rest. But the living, growing, intelligent man
or woman wants no place to sleep in, but desires &
place te grow ia, a place fo expand in, a place to ad-
vauee i, a plaeo to dequire more wisdom in, a place
where the soyt”can become more and more skin to
the Divine lifg, and where it can comnprebend greater
truths than revealed to it hefore, The thoughtful
man or woman wants po bosom of Abraham to rest
upon, but te {hink, act and find the moving rivers that
are y world of revelation. Civilization is a revelator,
because it vtilizes every element of the universe for
its advancement, it i3 a revelator beeause it adjusts
the laws-of Nature to the uses of man, and man is the

power that brings the world its inhered forces. The-

ology ascribes the autbority of Divine law 1o a su-
preme force. Theology aseribes p source of Divinity
1o the marvelous universe everywhere about us, but
civilization i the pevelator, the power that rends tho
vail of mystery, that tears down the old, that builds
up the new, that uncovers buried worlds, thet bhuilds
up new, and all the new are one step further on than
the old. Go with me down to ancient Babylon, and
what do we find? We find there the wonderful city
that is covered with debris of ages of ceénfuries, and
we find there bricks that werc made of men, that were
burned, and were Jaid up in wails. We find there
articles of husbandry, we tind there domestic utensils,
and we find there articles of nGornment that make
homes more begutiful, we find there works of art, and,

‘the world stood aghast at these wonderful revela-

tions; and to-day out of those sands and the wash of
time, over the very debris of the olden time, they are
bringing up the manifold reeords that date back to
more than 10,000 ycars prior to the time of Christ,
and what is the result, showing there a state of civili-
zalion that transcends our own in many respeets,-but
out of the present there has been extracted a mightier
force, and has gone one round higher upon the ladder
of progress, I
THE SPIRITUAL MEANING.

There is a gpiritual meaning to 2}l these things, and
what is it§ I will tell'you, When you stop to con-

sidg;éfon; a moment what it is that preserves, what it
t explores; what it is that.revenls, it i§-the spic-.

iy th
itual perception of man, it is the foree of intelleét, it
is the application of mind to matter, it is the utility of
the superior that it has made of the inferior,-it is
the force of intelligence applied to all that is beneath

“Theology has

tn a glass house too longf

it in expression. “Blie' phst is like a written mep, you
cun gaze upon it with wonder if you will, you may
investigate its caypes;snd when the  Elamites went
into ancient Babylon ypd destroyed the olden eity,

what did they fingd theref. .Ilidden wealth, and man,

lind reach¥d a cgpditign of idleness that wealth in-
duees, and there was a caste mmong ihe inhabitants,
that sepurated the worlker fran the capitulist, just us
it is doing to-day, and remember, yo who are young,
and ye who are old, the pendulum is swinging, end
you arc workers and redeémers of wmankind, you ere
equal in the sight- of Vod, -and law and justice and
righteousness, and in the religion of mankind you are
equul, whelhey you are digging the s0il, whether you
are on ithe summit of the housetop, or on the moun-
tain, and there proelaiming a Divine truth, you are

equal on the foundation of this fuct, that cach one is-

doing that .which he is best able to do, and God can
require no more of men. .

“fhere ig in religion justice, in theology an eseape
forjustice; in religion there is eternal merit, hased
upon Infinite justice; in the theology theve is a-vieari-
ous justiee, an infamous injustice, The world is mov-
ine, and the spiritual progress of the raee has been
mightier than the moterind progress, for everylhing
to-day subserves the intellectual advaneement of man-
kind, a universal edueation, a widespread . intelli-
genee, ae o-power that mounts higher on the ladder
of progress, than -any oiher force that hns ever re-
vealed tho inhered possibilities of hwpan thought,
The spiritual life:of man transcenda to-duy any era
in his existence; the religious life, the religions life
that proclaims a belief, stands alniost upon the same
icvel. In these ancient citics, do we find upou wood
and-stone the imeges of Deity, towers on whose tops
are altars, and men believing that they are reaching
50 much nearer the Divine foree, simply beczuse they
worship, The Druids built their altars, but they were
‘built apon the high towers, that they might reach
ntore clogely to the spirit. Men have always escended
v Fen their thoughts have been directed to spiritual’
ihings, and their ascent has been typical of the grow-
iy out of the spirit, the emancipation of thought, the
liberntion of forces that ivhered buman nature, but
the religious ecant; the rcligioﬁbatrhcology, the per-,
verseness of the Peal religious natdre of mon has held
him back By the old opinions and dogmatic faith that
have held him go long in'chaing, ' The spiritual world
i3 advancing. :1 do not mean by this, when I refer
1o the spiritual world, assomething beyond your ken;
I do not mean the spiritual world to which ¥ou have
not attnined, but I'mean the spiritual world, the spir-
itual life of the anivorse, the spiritual natore of man
hns never ceached Buch heights as to.day belongs to
it; it has never looked from such summits upon the
world, and all the world has bowed itself to His
power, and proclaimed: I am Thine, do what Thoun
wilt with me. Religion, religion I think when I read,
i that power which ensbles man to see, to think, to
grow, to advance, t6 take np life, to rend it in twain
if need be, and through’it he is revealing its inherent
forees.

"All the ages that have_gone have mever told the
wondera of ¢lectricity.” To-day, you are upon the first
step of its revelations,’ yon sre to-doy réceiving in-
{imations of its pUwe¥; you are reeeiving glimpses,
like the lightnings that flash athwart the heavens tell

- you thereare greater possibilities in store for you.

And what has that to do with your spiritual na-
tures, and religous’natures? It has this to do with
us: The spiritual communication, I do not mean
through gpiritual media, they whom you are calling
gpiritrial Tediugiis; ‘but Fisean’ the spiritual communi-
cation from intellect to intellect, of world to wdrld, of
all tha can canry.the wonders of the intellect to other
parts, to other conditions, to other lives, those are the
spiritnal potencies to all the human race, to all races.

this way until strong enough apiritually

i A

bpfdts |
i_efl'ive‘reb at Springfield, Mass.

Religion is & foree that binds, thet which enables a
man to read, or read again, thut he shall read the
thought, that he shall read the theories, that he shall
read the law, the principles that are’being evolved
from human intelligence, is u spivitual potesey that is
carrying the world forward. ‘Within the lust 50 years,
tho doors have opcned more widely to religious
thought, aud therefore to a greater emancipution.
Religion has been binding, it has been trammelling, it
has been fetiering human thought, for hundeeds and
hundreds of years it has proclaimed to the world:
Thus far and no farther, o the mathematician, it
ligs said, you may go so far in your caleulations, that
you shall measure the distance between the stars, and
from them 1o himself, but the moment you speak of
any power outside of them, beyond the ken of the xe-
ligion. you have labelled ““{hus saith the Lord’’, they
have eried ont ““‘hands off””. Religion hag been en-
slaving, it has fettered him hand and foot, he has nof
been free to thipk or act. The moment he has ap-
proached the threghold of the world that religion has
not aceepted, he has heen driven back by doubt, preju-
dice, and supersfitions awe. Within the memory of
octogenarians, when electricity was finding a place
through the lard, as a means of communication, the
chiureh, theology, and the religion that expressed
itself through that channel was an opposing force,
and men were advised not to. allow it to cross their
path, or 50l their hands. Why¢ Beeanso everything
‘that did not conform to ‘‘Thus saith the Lord’’ was
an instrument of the devil, and therefore an injury,
and to-day, when civilization has utilized these forces,
wlhen human intellects have approprieted them to
their every-day vses, the world rises up and proclaims
the fact taat religion has been the sdvancing power.
A, no; humanity and humanitarianism is & living
power, humanitavianism is a liviog life, a living
power, & living foree that is carrying the world on
‘and on, and will carvy it on forever, X

It is a classifier, it is & civilizer, it is & progressive
spirit. 'What we call religion is the fact that carries
us back over what the history of the trinity behind
us has revealed. 'We read again the laws of the olden
time, and we muke them the foundations upon which
rest the present, and contain a prophecyof the future,
We look upon it 18 npon the aged mother who rocls
hier child to and fro in the cradie of the past, she lulls
it to sleep, by singing the old hymus, the old songs,
and her cyes catch glimpses of the wonders that are
in store for that little one, and the intelligence which
quickens her thought, outlines the possibilities that
may reveal themselves to the understanding of her
child thet she dreams of, but which will sec, and see
clearly, that which to her is the religion of hope. And
where is the mother of to-day that is not hoping for.
more for her children than she ever reccived unto
herself? Where is the mother that would not saeri-
fice, that would not lay aside everything, that there
might come & greater power, a better fortune, a
higher good, a wiser future, to her offspring than
had been vouchsafed to herself? Thus the past has
been thie mother. She has nurtured and eared for,
but she has lulled to sleep for too long & time the men,
until the fires burned out through the embers and
ashes of old opinion, and they are bursting afresh,
and the world is becoming more enlightened and
quickened by the revelations of the old to the new,
and the prophecies that ave turning the to-morrow of
our lives. Civilization has becn in the olden time the
wonderful redeemcer of the old into the new; civiliza-
tion has been the emancipator from slavery; and what
must come to this land, what must come to this
‘'world, what must come to this people, that a greater
and more equaliging. civilization shall send its waves
broadeast over the earth, until a}l men that bear the
tmage of God upon their souls shall rise and proctaim
themselves Men, Redeemers, and Gods,
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" tion, Is naot only utterly bevond proof,

" powerfol God.

. correlate and explatn the. peculiar oe-

\ been filled und upon which all religions
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WORK OF THE DEVIL
Rev. W. F. Peck 8ays Doctrine of Evil
Spirlt ot Conzistent With Teach-
ings Concerning God.

. "is Spiritualism of the Devil?” was
the subject of a sermon by the Rev, W.
F. Peclt at the Flrst Chureh of Spiritual
Doity, St. Lovis, Mo. He said in part:

““The potency and power of the devil,
as characterized by some creeds, make
him a formldable rival of the deity in
the management of the affairs of the
‘upiverse. The success with which Sa-
tab accomplishes his designs robs God
of much of his power and virtually de-
thrones him from universal and infinite
soverelgnty.

“Phe exlstence ot g devll who Is the
fnstigalor of nll evil and who works
with a free hand to lead men to perdl

but it {8 not copsistent with the exist-
ence of an all-wisg bl good «and all-

“Priefly expressed, the fundamental
-doctrines of Spiritualism are: The ree-
ognition of an infinite, intelligent power
regnant In the universe; t{he immortal-
jty of the homan sovl; the Snculcation
of natural morality as obedlsnce to the
divine wiil expressed in the laws of na-
ture. The penalty for violation of latr,
phyaical or spiritval, is Infiexible and
infallible. ‘Whatsoever o man soweth,
.that skall he also reap,” and the state of
the man in the spirit world will be de-
termined by his conduct on enrth, )
“Speciileally, Spirftualism maintalne
the possibijity of Jrntercommuanion be:
tween the po<alled dead and the ilving
throngh certain phenomena which have
teon more or less common in all ages
and londs, N

- “SQejentifically . and philosophically,
- Spivitualism is the effort to Investigate,

currénces which in-all times and among
all peoples have been regarded. as su-
pernatural, with which all Bibles hava,

have heen founded.

- “Ag God {8 ‘without varlableness,” his
laws are the same ‘yesterday, to-day
and forever. Hence, the same phe-
nomena which marked the history of

‘mncient tixges may and do occur in mod-

ern times-'nese phenomens have been
avestigated In mast exhauative
manner by the ablest and most careful
students In every department of
thought, and the almost onanimous ver-
dlct of the investigators Is that they
are the mapifestations of intelligenco
from lavisille realms—the signals by
which our departed friends seek to at-
tract our attention and convey - to ug
messages of priceless value from .the
world of souls. : .

" "=Fhe time bes gone by for denoune-
Ing Spirituallsm a5 mero fraud., Intelli-
gent people no longer deny the reality
of psychic phenomena. The Influence
of unseen intelligences uper mankind
-§s Tecopnized everywherg, and but one
gliernative remaing to the opponent of
Spiritualism—he must ‘either accept it

‘8@ a great iruth, or denounce It as ‘of
Qe dertly S o -

* "This fz an fmpeachment of the

Hft a bangd to save. 1t 18 to ignore the
testimony of the Scriplures ond of their
yvenereled teacpers.

*“Was it the devil n the guise of Sam-
uel who appeared to Saul and warned
him ‘of his gpproaching deom? When
Meses and Elles appeared on the
mount, wag it a trick of Salan to delude
Jesus and-his dieciples?_ Did the devit
impersonate the Cruclfied One at the
wpnderfol conversion of lhe persecut-
ing Paul? If pot, why attribute to him
ali similer phenomena in our day?

“I know a young mman who was saved
from a life of debauckiery through the
influence of hia spirit mother. 1 am
personally acquainted with three men
who wers paved- from a drunkard’s
grave by couversion to Spirituallam. 1
know of two young women rescued
Irom a life of shame by the counsels of
thelr spirit friends and the tender care
of a ‘medivm.” Tens of thousands have
been uplifted, sweetened and purified
by the cousclonsness of spirlt compan-
fonship, and guidance, while the num-
ber who bave been saved from the
gloomy doubts of materlalism and no
less gloomy beHef in a vengefnl God 8
almost countless. Was the devil re-
aponsible for sll this? Thep truly, as
Jesus replied to his critics, Satan 18 set
against Satan.'” .

SPIRITUALISM IN ROCHESTER, IND.

The Able Efforts of Mr. and Mrs. E. W.
- Sprague.

- Perbaps 1o place in America has the.
glorlous cause of Spirituatiam. hed such
8 hard struggle for existence as an or-
ganization, as the namesike of the city

'wherein Modern Spiritualism  bhad- its

birth. . ; Y

In the twelve years of lebor for the
spirit world, there has been almost &
constant strife to keep down an unjust
and nareasonable prejudice against the
teaching, pa well a personal feeling
aguinat Spirltualismr - About a mounth
ago the fire which has smouldered ever
since the death of Major Bitters, broke
out with renewed vigor, and was
fanned into flame through 8 contro-
verey between the Methodist minister
and the writer, the ouvtbreak taking
place at & meeting of the University Bx-
tension Club, by the divine (¥) throx-
ing s cluh into the Spiritualistic camp.
Said club beeame a boomerang, how-
ever, and fell with a sickening thud on
the minister's doorgtep, and so added
fuel to the fire. - . :

A controversy began through the
press, but was discontipued by the ed-
{tor, 8paco dbeibg forbidden both par-
ties. Aa the writer had the last say,
the minialer thought he had been cru-
elly treated, and ¢o ease his mind and
follow the teaching of Moses, *an eye
foi gn eye,” ‘he  rushed “into - public

through a small circular of an insulting, |
insinuating; misicading character, and

proceeded to pass - them among hig
friends in and out of the ethodist fold.

Coplea of this clrcolar were forward-
ad to prominent Spiritualists and ofi-
cials of the National Associntion, with
the résult that thousg fearless workers

“geily.. It is to ‘charge .our heavenly!’
‘Father with turping loosé upom. hls_]
Caarinly shildren Satan and hin host of

and defenders, Mr. and Mrs. B. W.
Sprague, came to our. clty and - held
thres meatings, and cleaned house for
itha Mathadiat oreacher so to'spesk. .

‘orthodoxy

to throw stones at its liberal nelghbors,
and gave statistlcs to show thdt out of
the many bundred preachers in the pen-
Itentlaries in tais couuntry alome one
0;:rd had pone from the Methodist pul-
mt. .

Mry. Sprague apologized to his audi-
ence for descending to the low plane on
which tno minister had hased his at-
tack, that of free love, or as his defini-
tion put i, free lust, but had he heard
the history of frek love Bible charac-
ters reciled, &g well ag proof given for
the wholesate corruption of wolves pa-
rading in. minfsierial garments, It
might have at least impressed the of-
fended preacher, that not all bad peo-
pla are or have been Spirituallsts.

-A challenge was given publicly for a
reply ‘or debate, but.I hardly think the
Invitation will be accepted, as the
would-be-denouncer of Spirituallsm 18
well aware (hat he has made n misteke
he would be glad to have his chuich
and the cltizens forget. .
- Mr, Sprague Js & host within himself,
and the verson wilfully dishonoring the
gacred causa of the spirit world, will go
down before his argument and presenta-
tion of facts.. Nowhere I8 Mr. and Mrs.
Sprague more. loved and respected than
by the Bpiritvatists of Rochester, 1nd.

.. MARGUERITE MILLER.

Comments on “Man Not Eternal”

We were glad to see the stropg shot
apalnst the inconsistent jogie. in our
ranks, by B. W. Baldwin, In The Pro-
gressive Thinker of May 14, Evola-
tion of 1tself is nothing but reincarna-
tion, yvet the mapority. ot evolutionists
gcorn the idea of re-embodiment) and
most. reincarnationists scorn  the
thought of perpetual re-cmbodiment.
T'o me, s0ul is the sabjective .mind in
nature, and js law, order and stability,
and the divine mind or sout Is in con-
tiaun!? struggle to express itself {krough
materfal. This shifting nature of both
physical ard Bpirit matier forbids our
ever holding an -Immortal expression,
but we perpetugily express ourselves as
we make uee of the law of change ip
matter; and re-embody- ourselves ag. we
need. This is a ldw, and being law, we
sum it up thas; Stability of soul; evoln.
tion of matter; aggregation of all-soul,
or life in fnfinite Iife,lor Gvod. '

Nature j8 kind, as you say, and we as
4 part of nature, 89 anly one of all; can
never be {ruly kind in our personality
to all or ta ourselves, 111 we can come
to a reslization of the oneness of all
life, tho Qlorious lite whrfch' makes us
akin to fower, mountain and creatore.
And in this realzation. comes .'the
Inowledge of fmamorfulity, and the sa-
credness and rights of all life.

There comes glso the peace that
passeth all understanding, for we are
one with-God. - - . : o
) JESSIE S. PETTIT FLINT, -

* XEEP POSTED

fn Current Bplritualfstic and Occult
Co . Newe,o o oo
‘Yau can do It'by reading ench week
The Progresalve Thinker. The Philo
ophy and the Bpiritualiatie and Ocoult
phenomena #t contalas ench . wosk, s

"ty within tho reach v all

TENAS,

Notezs From & Worker. In the Cause.

Recelving many. lotters lately from
my Irlends in the North, asking if I
should return North this summer, if you
will kindly permit me apace I will an-
swer through the columnsg of your most
worthy paper; as I flnd = it -impossible
with the duties resting upon me thot I
have in my fleld -of - work hers, to an:
swer all lettera personally. - -

At present it does not seem tiossible
for me to return North this aummer, as
my work seems-to be heré.,

D6 I like the Sunny South? Yes, in
many ways, My health is much héiter
in Bome respects, having regained my
volce and it is ag clear a8 though I had
ugver had any throat tréuble. But there
is ‘no place ko Home, Sweet Home,
and in no very far dletant time I shall
wend my way northward.”

I want to téll you something of our

work Away down here jn the Lone Star

Btate, The Truth Seekers’ Spiritualist
Society which 1 have, been serving al
most six months, is the thirteenth Spir
jtunlist Soclety organized in this city,
8¢ 1 am informed by the old workers
here, gnd each one of the previous ones
going down through one cause and an-
other, finglly vanishing, but always be-
ing live embers left, 4 new organization
would soon be staried. Our present or-
ganization started over {wo years ago,
and jt has had a struggle for exlstence,
but a few faithful souis that had this
great canse for humwankty at hesrt, have
stood at the helm add kept it together.
We have had some veéry cloudy days,
ginco my work .began:here, but after
each cloud such a sweet.roy & Bunshine
comes that we have pressed onward,
ever looking upward._ We: bave re
cently elecled as president” a young
man of royal integrity, fuld 61 spiritual
enthuslasm, who we feel will be the

right man in the right, place, apd al|. .
b " The paths aro often rough snd steep,.

great incentive - towards drawing . our
forces together hete,” Wg. bavo ‘aa
piano and violin, “pliyer, ' Miss Linda
Zink, fourteen years of.8z¢, and Lillian
Lincoln, eleven years bt A and, ob,
how they do play, inspiféd tiy.the beau-
titul Angels around them, With the two
gweel siogers, Mrs. DC Book, and Mrs.
Lincoln, our music capinot,be escelied,

Last Sunday njght,; Master Miltén
‘Baker, the boy speaker, befd our audr

ence cpeltbound by an tnspirationat lec- |

ture of forty minute§ . length, . after
which I gave messagés, neaily an hour,
every mesgage belng {ujly recognized.

There are maay intelieciual people
fnquirlng for the iruth. .and wending
their way into our meelings. - Our dally
thought is that the angéls may never
agafn have cavse to. ,wdep -aver {he
downfall of organization. here in this
beautlful southern-elty.. . .

I aléo want toell you' of the medium-|

ship: of pur little plano player, Linda

Zink. 1t was_ our privilege to attend] .
onp of her seancés o few evenings 2go |

Her friends and spirit guides are pro-
tecting hér yery carefully, 80'no one fa

admitted “axcep ng: {hose .permitted by

tho marvel of the apa.. No.ona can af.; ] \ f he |
ford. to be without tha paper.” Its prioy -depthe ol our goul::“Oh:’ that ‘all ouf:

the guldes. Ther we have . physical
-phenomena. in
ferent phioses, 'We exclalmeq from the

P75 pugalal moginns ad Seea prtesid in per core,

1 purity.io several. difs.

to adhere strictly to truth and honesty;
then the great amount of fraud that {8
pnsaing before the world could not and
would not be.” Throagh ihe medlum-
ship of this sweet little girl, in the holy
of holies, the quiet seance room, we
;alked with our arisen ones an face to
ace.

We as speakers and teachers, must
arise ond to the front, and raise the
bannsr of the Bacredness of our cause,
and mediumship. Many, many times
have 1 been told: “Yon must he more
careful on the rostrum; you w(ll hurt
such a medium, or auch & Spiritualist,
for they think that medivm's manifes-
tattors all right; that if.they are ever
found prafticing fraund, it i8 hecause
people have taken the fraudulent condi-
tions. We admit gopd and harmonions
conditions bring better results, bad con-
ditiens might cause a fallure, but not
fraud. 1 say with dear Sister Baird, of
Blyrin, Ohlo., whom [ very well know:
Away with such bosh, Mediumship in
its purity Is the foundation of the great-
est spiritual awalkening the world has
ever known, despite all the fraud that
bas crept into the fold. Must we as
speakers and mediums  becoms  littie
wealklings, and let fear choke us and
our angel Inspirersa? Ne! Thrice No!

I am 8o glad we have a - Spiritual
paper that gives all & chance to speak
the truth in our own wpy. What an ed-
uentor the dear Progressive Thinkey i8.
The clear-cut, logical fnspliration glven
through its cqlumns must lead us and
the futurs generations inte a higher nan-
derstanding of these beantifnl and sub-
tle splritnal laws and philosophy of
life, Long may Brother Francig lHve to
dissemiuate thege great truths upon all
sides to the many readers of his paper.

: MRS. ALICE BAKER.

213 Bryan street, Dallas, Texns.

_ . AFTER ALL.

We take our share of fretting,
Qr grieving and fargetting; ’

. and heedless feet may [all] -
‘But vet the days are cheery,
_And night brings rest when weary, -

And somehow thls 0ld planet is a good

- world, aiter all. o

Though sharp may ha onr trouble,
‘The joys are more than double, '
The brave surpass the cowards, and the
) teal are Jije a wall - - ’
To guard the dearest ever, . ;
To fail the feeblest never, . '
And someliow this old earth remeing a
© - bright World, afterall. .~
There's always love that'’s caring,
And shielding and forbearing, i
Dear woman's love to hold vs close and
keep our hearis in thrall; ’
There's home to share together
in-calm ov stormy weather, .- |
And while the heart-flame burng- it 1s
"1 a good world, after ail,

*A Plea for the New Woman™ By
May Collins, - An nddress delivereg be-
fare the Ohlo Liberal Soclety. For sale
ot this office, . Price 10 centa, = .

-~ *Mark Clrester; or & Mijl anad & MIN-
fon, - A Tale-of Southern Calitornia,” .
By Carlyle Potersilea. . A pure paychic

ting ‘and yeformatory,. ~Re<

gtory,: ol

tory.. R

—Margaret E. Sapgster. .

B |
.. . For eale at thia ofice.  Prico §L -

THAT CROSS A HUMBUG.

[U—

An Explanation as to How the Manifes-
tation Was - Produced—A Method
Wherehy One Can Cause a Halo to

Appear About the Head.

‘To the Editor:—In your issue of May
14, George H. Corpe of Oregon, asks
about & painting, “an unfiniahed picture
of Christ.,”

Some five or six years ago a traveling
showman hired a small store in Wash-
ington, for ahout ane month, in which to
exhibit a plcture. The store was on
the east aide of Seventh street above D
street. I paid tern cents to see the plc-
ture. It was of & men in full litesize,
pnd resembled the usual pletures of
Jesue of Nazareth. 1t was viewed by
gas or electric Hgbt. No trace of a
cross wos then vislble, When the vis.
Itor had thus viewed it all he wished,
the lights were extinguished and the
room was exceedinly dark, By gazing
where the pleiure hung, there came out
jato clear view a cross large enough for
the crucifixion and a halo about the
head of the man. The general outline
of the mon appeared but very dimty.
The gshowman had some such story to
tell of its origiu as Mr. Corpe cltes, but
bhe showed no proof of any sort of his
statements, and he wns bimself merely
an unknown traveling showman. Of
course, the jgnorant, and especlally
some Spiritualist women, credited the
appearance as bsupernatural; but |
found no man of large intelligence who,
credited the strange claims,  All such
whom 1 talked with- agresd with wme
that the - phenomena of n luminous
crosa and halo were viaible in complete
darkness; and, that they can be pro-
duced anywhere, by anyone, through
the uee of luminous paint, or anyone
can buy a match-box which will shine
in total darkuess it treated wilh the
same paint, of which phosphorug is a
prominent ingredient, - )

- | Going one step further, it 18 possible

for an adept, L. e., one who knows how
to ceuse secretions in his own body by.
which he can make.a halo appear about
bis own head In the dark: I make the
statement from knowledge which is not
for-the' general public. When this can
be done, it.is but a few steps to abiilty
to project an astral double, or spirit
form, either of himself or by mental
effort ol somo other person, dead or
alive, old or young. This work in-
volves knowledge end control of mag-
netism, so-called; and of the means of
creating an indeflniie. supply thereof.
it s not pafe to the community that any
petgon of questionable stahility of char-
acler should possess the knowledge.
Of -such data, witcheraft is an output,

1 and thereby thought-lransference can

be accomplished. Through the tatter
the virtue of many a person has been
destroyed even when the actors did not
understand the powersthey uncon-
eclously employed.” Thesd kinds of
koowledge ‘ave only for t puire in
heart. ~ - CHAB.'W. SMILBY, A. M. -
Washington, D. C. - .

“iae Xomance of Jude. A Story of
the Life and Times of the Nagarens ang
_His Péople.” Through the medlumship
of Mrs. M. T. Longiey, Angintenaely fo..
teresting book. Neatly bLuind in cloth
and-gilt;- Only 60-conts, .. .-~ . .
" mAatral Worship.”. By J.:-R. Hill, M.

:

RESTORES EVESIGHT,
Snec_tac{és aw of thé Past,

YActlne” a Maevotons Discovery That Cures AR
Attilctioas of the Hyo sud Bar Wi
Cuttlog or Drugglag,

———

A wixrrelous dipcovery hes been m: y

Solontiat and Juventive Goniug, Pﬁ%bﬁhg

Whson., He has f0ventod u youlorar kupwa w9,

Aotlus rough wbich oll atiotions of the

oyed nad anY, such asdiinde

\ ﬂ:::igrﬁlsm_ éltla L1

A , HOMBoYes, doafnees,

I'OX without Outts,

ugging, It lam

lecontrivauce known

e Aoting Poclet Bat-

; i u%ac lhro&zb it the
tre

i tha privacy of their own hames, lt%ﬁ:f;.

abollyhiey the Lutchurdes and torturous Koeth.
oda pracliced by ocullkts, snd puriats, but 8¢ (ko
sameé tima pexfeota & povitive aud Jasting. cure,
wRov. W. C. Goodwin, Mollne, Kunsas, writes:
My Lones\opintou of “Actina® 1s that 1y 1 oite
Of the mogt murvelous dlycoverits of theage. 1b
savod eyf; mom :im é:pefat.gulz;'
- I W. Harwaod, Bprl old, Mags., BaYyS
that "Acting' cured bl as
yours standing. of deefneys of il
M. A. L Bowe, Tully, N. Y., writes: “Aotins'*
::: remm ugv:dﬂi:am:'ﬂcti from mbmh my eyes. X
ol W 5368} g
five yoars glﬂi o ¥ Elaimos: Am Riyly
aker, Ocean Park, Cal., writes;
sliould have been blind had I Noi used* Acting.”
A party of proininent cltizens huve vrganized
[ m%mknown ay e New Yark und London
E) tacintion, abd tbuvy Luvs given this
method 60 thorouih o tosy, on undreru of casey
pronounced incurable nad hopeless thut ihoy
now postvely assures oure. “Actina™ is send
o0 Ly n%“?m 1 %ou will call or gend your
name &nd sddresn to the New Yorlt angd London
Elootrio Association, Pepl. T.1.,020 Walnut St.,
Kannaa City, Mo., you whl redeive, absolulely
fres, & vatuable book—ProJ. Wlison's “Treatise
on the Bys and ou Disegses {n General,™ sad
g: rfg: mubem:u{gd m‘}h“ your oyﬁslgm aud
23| , 20 maLer
doclorahevs tailed, o Py

WITH SOOTHING, BALMY OILS.

Cancer, Tutsor, Catorrk, Piles, Yigtula, Blcors,
Ecreraé and a1l Bkin and Femole Discases. Wrlia
for Mustrated Book. Hond fre v

BR:BYE, Besadues: Kansas cllylgd_pl

NA=l=

Tho above 18 the number of 1be pres
ent 18sus of The Frogressive T'blaker,
as printed at the top of the Arst page,
eight bhand cormer, If this oumber cor-
responda with the figures on your wrap-
par, thon the time you have pald for hap
sxplred, and you aro requestod to renew
your subscription, This pumber at the

]

right bangd corner of the firat page 18 nd. -

vanced eech weel, showing jbe number
of Progressive Thinkers issued up to
@éats. Keep woich ¢ the number oy
the tag of your wrappar.

EXCELLENT SONG BOOKS.

Echoes From the World of Song.
Volumes 1 and 2. By C. Payscn Loug-

ley. Cholce inepirational songs; Bull-"

able for all occasions, °This book I8
well bound in cloth with giit Illustra-
tion on cover, and [rontisplece bearing
portraite of Mr. and Mm. Loogley.
Words snd music, sheet music size.
Price §1 each; postage 16 cents addi-
tlonal on each book.

Longley’'s Cholce Collection of Begu-
tiful Sougs. Kor public meetings and
the home. Words and musjc. Price,
hoard covers, 40 cents; cloth, §0 cents;
by the dozem, 30 mnd 60 cents each,
These songs of Profesgor Longley's are
gotten up in most attrective style, and
more than worth the small price ashed
for them. '

Maxham's Melodles, With Words and
Music. Songs, s8acred and secular,
Price 15 conts. ’

The Spirttual Harp. A collection of
vocal musle for the cholr, congregation
and soclal circle, by Dr. J. M. Peebles
and J, O. Barrelt. Price, $1.15,

Cosm(an Hymn Boolk. A collection
of original and selected hymne for Lih-
eral and ethleal soclelies, for schools
and the home. Compiled by L,
Washburn, Price, paper cover, 60 cts.

Golden Echoes. A new colleclion of
orlglnat words and music for the use ot
meetlngs, lyceums ard the home circle.
By 8, W. Tucker. Price, 15 cents.

Selécted and Inspirationa] Hymna for

Spirltualistic Gatherings. Ry Mra.
Georgla Gladys Cooley. Words only.
Price, 16 cents.

The Spiritual Songster. By Mattie

E. Hull. For the use of circles, camp-
meetings and other Spiritualistic gaih-
erings. Words only. Price, 10 cents.
The Lyceum QGuide. A collection of
music, golden chaln recitatlons, mem-
ory gems, choral responses, funeral ser-
vices, programs for sesgions, parlia-
mentary rules. Containing instruc.
tiong for organizing and conducting ly-
ceums, for physical eulture, calisthen-
les, marching, banners, badges, stapd-
ards, the Band of Mercy, ete. Compiled
for the uae of progressive lyceums and
socleties, by Emma Rood Tuttle, Price,
(cloth hinding), 60 cents per copy, or
when ordered by the dozen, 40 cts each,

“THE LIFE BOOKS"

BY RALPH WALDO TRINE.

‘What All the World's A-Seeklng, or
The Vital Law of True “Life, True
Greatness, Power and Happiness. Con-
Lents—The Principle; The Application;
The Unfolqment; The Awakening; The
Incoming; Character Bullding Thought
Power. Price, §1.25. |

In Tune with the {nfinite. Contonts—
Prelude; The Supreme Fact of the Uni-
verse; The Supreme Fact of Human
Lite; Fullness of Life—Bodily Healfh
and Vigor; The Secret, Power and EC-
fects of Love; Wisdom and Interior 11-

Tum!nation; The Realization of Periect

Pence; Comlng Into Fullness of Power;
Plenty of All Things—The Law 'of Pros-
perity; How Men Have Hecome Proph-
ets, Seers, Sages and Savlors; The Basio
Pringipte of All Religions—The Univer-
sal Religion; BEntering Now Into the
Rezlization of the Highest . Riches,
Price $1.26.

The Greatest Thing Ever Known.
“The moment we fully and vitally real-
jz¢ who and what we are, we then begin
to build our owe world even as  God
bullds Hie:;"—From title-page. Price,
35 cents. R

Every Living Creature. . “The tender
and humane passion in the humen heart
is too precious a quality to allow It to
be hardenad or ¢flaced by practices
such ns we often indulge  in."—Yrom
titlepage. Price, 36 cents. ;

Character Bullding Thought Power.:
“A thought, good or ovi), an act; in tima
a hablt, s¢ runs life’s law; what you
live in your thought world, that, sooner
or later, you will find objectiiles in your

Aife."—From titlepage. Price 35 cents.

' Lite Paragraphs: Selections from the
“Life Books.” Price 75 cents. N

*Juet How to Wako the ‘Solar Plex-
ua” By Elirabeth Towze, Valusble
for health. Price 26 cents, -~ .
- “The Light of Egypt” Velumes .I
and 2. Am oveult library in fitsell, &
text-hook of esoteric” knowledgo  as

‘taught by Adepts of Hermetle Philoso
puy. . Price $2 per volume. For galaal
hin offie, o
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