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' To the Editori—The recent demlso of He}bert Spentor

naturally leads remniniscenco 1o the ovlglo and development
. of the evoiulion theory. Darwin’s Origin of -Specles is just
eleven yenrg younger than Modern Spirituaiism—published
"§n 1869. In 1§55 Herbert Spencer published his Principles
of Pusychology, aud in 1860 he annouunced tho Legiuujng of
his e work hig System of Synthetle Philosuphy.
Darwin's work was besed on jnvesiigation, discovery and
o practical study of nature and 1ts life-furms—a-lifelong la-
bor of exploration as to facts and detalls, Spencer's work
was the copstruction from thess facts of a Bystem—ihe
oucheme of a student rather than the theory of au explorer.
‘And go it turped (hat much--most, it may be sald, of what 18
taught in our schools and by our eelentifle lterature js Bpen-
cerian rather than DParwialan, ;

Derwin wes bora eleven years before Spencer. ‘Thus

within less {han Sfty years, mainly by the works of thess .
iwo men, the philosophy of ilfe and human progress has

been chianged, as to the educated world, and the anclent the-
ologles utterly confused and confounded, )

_To the Spiritualist student the pdvent of modern phenom-
éna of the one and the philosephy of the other, so colucl-
dent, is full of interest-and suggestion.’ _ .

* 'There B, howsver, o difference in the scientist view &f ev-
Qlution and that of the Spirlinalst, which ls more from the
point of view than of real substance, It §& somewhat diffi-
~eult to explain thig difference to the non-Spiritualist. But
there Is a common view-point that is often felt as & defect in

- both schools, sod which colors {he expositions and literature

08 both, 'This polnt is that this planet of ours was “made”—

8nd in the sense of a finished work. And tuls notwithstand-

" Ingull that sclence tells us of the geologic ages of the globe,
aad of the fossil records of the rocks. )
*The “made” or creation concept permeating tho theorles
of gvplution naturally led {o the idea that Jite-forms are but
variations from a primitive germ, or germinal congltion,
and science has been seeking for that, 1t was thought they
kad it in what they called “Bathybjus,” an ooze at the bot-
tom of the ocenn, and pre yet bhunting for the missing link
between the nuimal and man. Tell them that all this is Lut
a reflex of the old theologle creation idea and they would be
indignant, but when you bring theory and fact together the
0ld disability hae not disappeared.

But so long as scicnce discards what {t chooses to call
“spontancous generatlion,” so long will evolution, in parts, be
a debatable bypothesls. Evolutipn in {8 broader sense 18
the explanation of lifs-forms, and It the term usfoldment
was moroe in use ag to It8 processes of growth, the under-
standing would be clearer, and you would not 5o often meet
with the “invoiution” refraln from the theologic objector.
There is no cssential difference to the thinker by the terms
creation and evolution. To ereate I8 only to produce, and
28 to life-forms 18 but the differentiation, or individuatization
from {he same conditions. 1t i8 very much like two siate-
ments of one fact.

Bpirjt theorles are not wantlog, and they have one recom-
mendation-—they do not ¢onfuge the mind with antithetical

" conchusions, nor do they ask science to take anything from
miracle or revelation. Lile t8 here and s maintalned by
what we call chemical Agenciea and condltlons. "It must
have it advent under like agencles as sustaln it. Belence
Iiself made the great discovery of the 19th century, the law
of “valence"—or the equivalence of chemical action—the ge-

" eret of form, and the demonstration that all Jife force, go-

- ¢alted, Is chemical. To say that the earth and all that {s in

© 1t and on it was crented in the sense of “made” 18 to present

@ copeept that leads to specialty In everything. But to say

. that i was formed and ite contents formed from {t, {s to avg-

- gest a concept of formative processes.
A

“IAd ‘when-this concept i8 taken in connection with the,

aty of equivaléice tn chem!siry, the two logically harmo-

pize. Bynthetic chemistry suggests that all forms are hut

resuita of this law of equivalence, and analytic chemistry en-

dorses the hypothesis conseguently it 1s not only a fact, hut
. it Is the fact.

.~ 'Tbe reader & familiar with the germ theory, and the elab-

.-orate jllustrations by Haecke), showing the sameness in ap-

(' - pearance of all embryonic life. How else could it be and be

form-life at all? It has heen & curious fact In the study of
form-life that almost the entire attentlon hps been centered
In germ cells and ¢sl)l aggregation as the seeming all of -
ology. 'Phis principle logically and practically culminates
_in the felly-ish. But how about the dther factor—the me-
chenical principle? When you come to individuaiize this
protoplasmic congeries of cell life, to have it swim, crawl,
walk or Sy, wbat do you require? A new power or another
principle. without which motlon or movemeznt {n form is im-
pqésib}e—the mechanical prioelple as expressed in the jolnt
and lever—tbe ball-and-sccket joint and the muscle. Bee
the snakte, a aimple form of moving animal life. Thus or-
gani¢c form-life 18 as much a thing of mechanical principles
ag of the protoplasmic properties. And why this fact so
generally ignored by the evolution schools? Of course ths
“mpie” or theologic sehool I1s not In ¢his discussion, s {1 i
pot suficiently alive now to be anything mors than a tradi.

tional cuifosity. And so of all correlative dogmas growing
out of it

Buat now that science hay postulated e fact thet all lite

DPrOCEssSes are _cheniical and that form ie but a thing of chem-
ical expression, the evolutlonary concept can hef discussed
fréed from the nigbhtmare of theologle superstliion.

The stricl evolution school treats Yorm-ife as comiug from
a Blugle germ heginnlng. The law of “valence" removes the
necessily of this ldea, which was but the tirst step in the
emancipation of science from “creation.” 1t hes &lways
been a query wlth Bpirituelist students how this theory
could ba held by those who accepted ihe facts aud teachiag
of geology, They tell us that cerlaln strata of rocks are
mllllone of years old, yet tlheir fossils are as distinet and
jndividuee! as the llving forms of todey. The when and
where of the homogenecous primal organlsm seems 8s far
away from Palpeozolc fossils as from the Permian or Recent.

Individugl life §s ever present in ali that man has been
able to discover. Beience had to creep before it coutd walk,
and the “descept of mpn,” or the ascent of the monkey was

.but an effort té breal away from the creation concept. To

renlize what a nightmare this antique "made” jdes was,
and to gn extent 1s, needs only to recall that such great nat-
uralists 88 Agassiz and Quatrefages were led to refuse their
assent to the concluslone of evolution and to insist that they
did not scconnt for mag, Bu; now ikpt sclence has aRecepted
th¥*theory that mll form s Birmply the reguisite chemical
equivalence, the processes, progresa and differentiation of
torm-life becomes mors amenable to a concept of law and
gsysiem. Crysiailization 13 the one process of form, from
s pimple to the complex. And individuslity or vartety is,
sp to speak, Lut the arrest of development and the infinite
play of this law of chemical equivalence. Thls hermonizes
wiih the hypothcses of sclence ag to the homogencity or
oneness of all substiance or matter, and simplifies the ideals
as to worlds and the phenomena of iife and form,

Evolutlon, then, 18 nol ah infinity of form life frop a com-
mon germ or ¢ell, but the result of attraclive propertles in
primal substance—as fixed proportions produce, or it you
lke it helter, “create.” Whasther it o God, lnfinite intelll-
gence, force, gravity, or what not, the fact is that certain
chemleal proportions in this primal substance produce a
pew form with differing properiies—no matisr who or what
uses the iact—If any user is insisted on. For all practical
and loglcal nses the tact Is “it.”

Now, as chemical affinity, or as some prefer it, polarity of
subsiance “crpates” form, the conditions as to substance is
the controlling factor ag to the nature of the form life pro-
duced, or i3 {kat we call environment and climato. Talke the
facts of to-day: Beginning within the aretic_clrele and com-
ing down throngh the north temperate zone, the tropics and
on to the antarctic continent, we find form life, vegetable,
animal and marjne changing with the degrees of latitude,
and then from any locality going from tide-water over plain,
mountain, valley, desert or morass, we find form iife re-
sponding to environing conditlons. The “law” iy the same
In aby period of our planet, so that in one geologic age we
find plant life domjnant, in another the reptilian, the saurian
and other so-catled geologle 1imes—but the same biclogic
conditlons, the same principles of locomotion present—mod.
1fied only by the atmosphera or elimate that overspread the
plenet at the time, .Darwin and Spencer, Descartes and
Newton could not have lived with the cave man, but the
cave man was not & monkey; nor can tho jungles of Africa
to-day produce a Grant or a Dewey, nor coufd a gorille be
domiclled with a thoroughbred or a short-horn,

Congider that all the gods, all the religlons, all the arts,
all the sclances, all the Inventions and discoverles, all the
posetry and literature of the world have thelr origin and de-
velopment in the north temperate zone, and the influencs of
plenetary conditions on human evolution needs no other
proof. ' S

.80 ‘evolution is first of the planet, and when it preduces
theé air to breathe, the soil to yield and the climate that af-
fords the conditions, the law of valence suppiies the forms of
organic life sulted thereto, and the humen race and its aai-
ma) compeers have evoluted with the highest elements that
are present to them. This is the doetrine of evolution as it
comes {0 the world through the light of the spirit.

And why, you may ask, dees not the so-called ecientific
mind accept a {heory 80 reasonable? Because of thly very
law under consideraiion. Bomse do and some cant. To il-
lustrate: Let us take mankind as we 4o a school or college,
A mass of students enfer and are given the same curriculum
of studies, and recite at the sume time and in the same
study each day to the end of the term. On examlnation day
they are graded according fo proficency from zero to 100.
Some grade 25, aome 50, some 80 to 90—and perhaps a
prodigy is given 100. Why thie difference? Simply e mat-
ter of capacity, or natural endowment, modified by tempera-
ment In exceptional cases—but all making up the individual.
So with ihe body of a people, According as the person is
born so Is his grade. . :

1t s not needed in this intelligent age to urge argument to
show that the planet at different epochs, a3 well as now in
localities, furnishes the forces that produ¢e higher and lower

volufion, |

. wd by .
forms of life. 'l‘lue.%io_‘ﬁ_les Q’hd ailitudles of the globe present
the fuét before.us eygry day, year ang ago. )

Scilenco bas receatly pouinlated an ether, o thing as old in
spirit lterature as 143 modern advent. But its ofllce or
functlon 1s not vouehgafed py science. That we call space
18 but substance or mattersield in solution by ether. There
are two known thingd ia file univerae—elLier and matter—
one‘is the solvent Qf_l\tllé i_Jj,her. " The barometer telly ug. ev-
ery hour of the differjpg doneities of the atmosphiere, As fn-
the-lesser so In the greator—the substance of space varled
in demsity. Oxygen, ‘hitrbgen, carbon, hydrogen, ete., are
hut eonditions of epace, as {s iren, copper, granite—all held
in solufion by ether—tbeir condition as sollds or fluids {8 but
& change in denslty.< For example, what 3 coal? Simply’
stored -carbon, Our’ tallilg oxygen, nitrogen, elc., gased,
with the nomenclature aflached, only dwaris the conception
of their nature. ‘They are primal elements of the universe,
As our planst travels in un orbit of about twenty-eight thou-

" 8and years through tyls space of dilfering densitles, it must
from time to time b {nfluenced by the conditions through:
wheh it moves. These periods for convenlence are calied
cycles, And as the progress cf life on the planef s we 5ee
it is governed by ita'conditlons, so is it Influenced by those
of the cyeles. In no other logical way can the dark or mid-
dle sges, or the rise gnd decay of former civilizations be so
well explained—ag geen in the Chaldean, }iIndu, Fgyptian,
Greek and Roman cycles, and in the growing enlightenment
of the present time, which at a venture we may dale trom
the discovery of America.

No thinker can lgnéi'e the evidende before ys that thls is
& peried of great me'x}tat activity, and of neceasity underly-
ing it a conditlon of the planet and its forces that, contrasted
with thie derk ages that wreceded 1t, must bo regarded as &
cycle of light. And bg‘zlng 80, the'mental condition of all the
peoples on the planet feels and responds to ite influence, in
action salong its traditional lines—the effect acting as a atim-
ulating force. 4

For a homely illuslmttq;?, but a fawilar one: Take a perty
of men pnd il them with wine or.strong drink, and each
will disclose his personal tralt or governing disposltion. Or
speaking philosophicaily will manifest along the iines of
Ieast resistance. One will be jolly, another waunt to fight,
either for hia rellglon, politics or other thing; a third will
curse and swear, while-a fourib wiil sing songs; some want
to steal, white some will glve away all they have. Bo {o
kind as to peoples, eveén of nations and races.

Suppose, as in the @ark ages, the planct belog in a dense
region of space gnd jia.fnhabitants as a mass are in a low
grade as to intellect, say 30, such a people desire war and
are controlled by its Influences, destruction, violence, iust
and death. -Buppose suother people grade, say {o 60 and 70,
While still warlike yet intellect, oratory, muslc and men of
great genlus will resiit. But should a people grade higher
{0 a considerable exten{, ths religlous will manjfest most
actively and worsbip.'bt nymerous idea!s a8 to God and su-
rerstitions, rites and..coremonies appear, and along with
these in social )ife s téndeney (o things thal apperiain to the
gexes will be notable. v

Without going Inte 'mor%é';f)xleuded discussion, these gug-
gestions ere sufficlen{.to ingplre the thinker wlth wlder
charlty for the differdnces and shortcomings of his fellows.
One kind of corn [n a ﬁeld'\\"ill nroduce f, stalk from thred to
five feet high and an gar, 6ix [nches long, while another witt
have an ear & foot long on, & stall twelve to fifteen feet Ligh
—owing to the kind of 'corn.- People are from five 1o fifteen
feet high mentally, sfcorditg to their kind—and manifeat
character according tg thefr grade.

As a.ll~~s‘t§[mons have an application, let us apply this to
Spiritualists:" How many people in 1848 had any sort of an
'1den of spirit except from graveyard storles of ghosts, or of
“witches, warlocks-atid 1082 hebbeéd things,” and like nurs.
ery tales. To this grade of mentallty came the Hydesville
raps. That dead pecple could make these soundswas to the
average mind of that day unthinkable. Az Hamlet gays, it
was “cayldre to the gencral,” A few that graded well up the
scale of mental perception saw pnd understood, and they are
too ad to the mass in & minority to-day. To reach this mpss
ihe phenomensa are ss' important now as then. The lesger
grades cannot grasp the underlylag phllosophy, and it 1§ tu-
tile to attempt a cult in Spirituallsm, unti} more people can
ibink spirlt. What are creads for? Simply to compel this
diversity of mind that canndt aee allke to subscribe by faith
to what they can’t think, and thus accept' the ideas of the
oreed-makers, with “I belleve.” Creeds are MNke political
platforms, devised to glve profit to the bulldera.

The dark ages culminated about the time of-the-discovery
‘of printing and of Ameygica. This period (s what the literary
and art world call the Renalssance, and the religlous people
the Reformation. In one direction it geve rlse to Savona-
rola, Luther, Loyols, Menno Bimons, Calvin, Knox and oth-
‘erg. These were the forces that gave to thelr century its
ereeds, They founded:the basic concept of the orthodox
croeds and power froii that period fo the present. These
were followed at a later day by those who sought to reform-
“those creeds, peoplé of a different:grade, as George Fox, Ana

Lee, Wesgley, Rapp, Josepl' Smith, Noyes,_Ble.vataky, _Eddy,
the Indo-Chlcago schopl, and otliers whose name 18 legion.

Now what folly to pttempt a homogencous organization
out of such differIng grades. As g friend in a recentfco_rre-
spondence says: “There will be dlvergence of thought, and
ot course there wlli Lo divergent kicks.” That covers the
case practically. But to return (o the renalseance period
again and see the galaxy of great names of anotler grade:
Bacon, Copernicus, Gallleo, Kepler, Descartes, Newton, Gut-
eaberg, Lorenzo de Medlcl, Michael Angelo, da Viac,
Raphael, Titian.

Now, these earlier men, philosophers, artists, statemen,
religlonists, were praclically within a century, and came
when Gutenberg had prepared the agent of thelr propagauda
—printing—without which they could not have reached the
then intelligent world. They are emough to illustrate the
idea that infuence of cycles affect different minds glong dif-
téring lines, as {llustrated by the grades, - And it Is farther
suadifest in the many more people throughout the world who
now have an intelligent perception of the lesson of 1848,
‘When we look et it (o this light the progress is marvelous
indeed.. L#t the world have a cycle of thig light equal in
time to that of the dark ages, or even another generation oy
two, with the rising grades as in the past one, the compre-
henslon of splrit will be as unlversal as 18 now the cruder
comprehension of the churches. o

The church people, as & mass, do not mean or wish to be
In error, and the average mind la not satisfled by the seml-
superstitions of thelr creeds, and baving had Spirituelism
generally dlffused for only a generation, they cananot be ox-
pected to ve farther advenced. -But note how liberal the
young clergy to what their elders were fty years ago, And
what i8 teue of the church people ls largely ao a8 to Spirlt-
ualists. To many, very many, a geance is more acceptavio
than iectures or bools,

Wiat I thg lesson? Instead of geoldlng, let us have more
med{uma, morz phenomensa, more patience, and tho future
wlil console us by the retrospect of a marvelous growth ot
“the cause?" Let us conpider the grades hefore we become
uncheritable, pessimistic or ceosorious. And to be frank
with ourselves, & very large por cent of objection, scoldlng
and faull-finding 18 because the rank and flie do not respond
to the methods of the churches, to which sp many of our BO-
cailed leaders have heen in their formative life habils, accua-
tomed. They must try and get up in the grades by the time
next examinatlon day cames round.

But cur “application” seems like getling away from the
evolutlon text—yet ie only a pareanthesis, the wider concep-
tior of cosmic things, showing that it is the planet that from
nge Lo age controlg the life upon it and as well the mentality
of it8 populations—g broader view than that of the text
books,

Buried cities have been discovered with relica of their clv:
#ization far back of any history or tradition. There were
causes for 1beir rise, decline and oblivion. 15 not the spirit
theory of cycles of light and darkoess n which the planet
passed and the consequent influence upon the meatal devel-
opment of Its fnhabitants more in harmony with the facts
ihan the materialistic hypothesis that it w¥s turned out
rendy made? The story of religlon and the theorles ot scl-
ence are in essence the same s to the beglnulng—that the
planet i3 a finished work. One says God regulates It, the
other that law pgoverns through inherent forces in the fin-
ished product.

It is a curicus talog that Lord Kelvin, the premler peien-
tist ot the Englishspeaking world, in B recent address sug-
gests the presence of life on this earth of ours as having its
origin In germs brought in meteoritea from other planets.
As the negro boy when told that Adam was made of mud
and leaned ggainst the fence to dry, asked, “Who made the
fence?” 80 wo might ask Lord Kelvin, “How did the perms
get on the olher planets?" not putting the how they got away
from home agafnst the pull of gravity. Sometime with tho
permission of The Progressive Thivker it might be {n order
to discusg the spirit theory of life’s advent on our world,
but it is not now. It need only be seid that Kelvin's face 8
turned from the old directlon, and it only nceds to subst!
tute another source for the meteorites. It tlme it will all
come about when the grodes are prepared.

But to close up: Just think back to 1848, and ta the fact
that epirit réturn wag an unthought of thing; that the mass
of mind was opaque to such a conceptlon, Then when it be
gan 1o contemplate §t, there was no apprehension as to a law
or conditions, And hosts of even Spiritualists are not much
advanced today. As proof of it look at the discussion of
phenomena—meterialization, ete.. Beg pardon; thers Is
notbing controversial in this, but’ o a person who knows ma-
teriallzation to be a fact, as truly as that Spirituallsm itselt
i a fact, it is often times n quesilon whether to sigh or laugh
over the !deas rome people have of it, 'as disclosed by their
test devices, Materielistic philosophy is spiritual compared
with them. But the theory of grades covers the case, ag it
does many other things, and throws over all the mantle of
charity and faith fn the growlng llght and intelligence of the
present cycle—but in the morning of its evolutlonary
power. BAR'GIS.

MAYDAY IN ST. LOUIS.

Celebration by the Lyceum of the First
Splritual Assaclation,

The First Spiritual Association of St.
Louis celebrated the coming of Mpy
this vear with such glad rejoieing-~mu-
sic, song and a dance arcund the his-
torie Maypole—as would bave cheered
_your heart to bave witnessed. It wan a
grand success in every way, and ook
place in The Temple—the onty church
poilding in 8t. Louls sbeltering the
cause of Modern Spirituplism—angd wasg
witnessed by an intelligent audience,
whose frequeat applause testified their
appreclation and enjoyment. :
The rostrum and platform about it
were profusely adorned and beantified
with bot-house plants and flowers; the
walle with traillng vihes and green
growtha of various kinds, from among
which stood out, In bright and sugges-
tive contragt, numerous American flags
interspersed with World's Ifalr colors—
the first emblemsatic of our great free
L republic; the second of the enterprise
+ of Bt. Louis, together alluding to and re-
\, minding of patriotic duty leading -to
! loyal, active, useful citizenship.
i~ Aidlng these in carrying out this jgen
* and as befits our progressive age, the
* game colors were pletured on the top
| and sides of tho Maypole in buibs ot liv-
ing lght which, flanked and aseipted by
other colored light, created a most ar-
tistic and beautiful ensembls and mt-
tractive stage efect. :
Bpiritualists, clajming to know the
hest and purest in religions, insisting
. that ours should be genernlly recognized
. as.guch; afirmiog that §8 demopatrates
+what all other religions conld only be-
‘Jteve rnd support by faith—that we are,
in fact and truth, “immortala”—chil-
. dren of God In reality, acd paturaily,
thorefore, inberitors of divine atirk-
butas, what are we.doing to asaist our
children to.know aind understand them-
selves ns snch—and the morat duties
thus mposed upon them? E
Thig [s & hurning question, that ought
- to singe and scorch its way into the
very souls of vvery parent Spirituallst,
- We kinow that Ilfe is more than an op-
.portunity for the selfish indulgences
" thdt veeupy the chief attention of the
wast masses. of humenity—that charac-

ter, moral sirength-—obedience to the
laws of right and justice as we compre-
bend tboge things—and joined to &
faith and confidence in the divine maj-
esty ordaining all law, are more neces-
gery-—are more efficlent as ways and
means to the attainment of humen hap-
piness and ultimate soul guccess than
all else, .
. As intélligent Spirituslists we know
these trutbs—we teach And preach
them—they are the very bous and mar-
row of our religlon—it {8 that we may
make these facts generally known that
we associaste purseives together—what
are we doing, of a practical nature, to
help our own children to reslize these
truths—which ghali help them to right-
eous, noble citizenship—to teach them
what we profess to be of so much im-
portance to all the world beside, and
which shall properly fit them to go on
with our work?

As exponents of a rellglous, reform
movement wa shonld know how im-

i portant, 28 a factor of our sucecess, is

the educationat work of the Sunday 1y-

ceum, and that it i8 criminal in us to.

deny our children its opportunities., -

It is the misgion of Modern Spiritusal-
ism to pave civilization~-to retain and
secure unto humanity ail that hag thus
far peen gained by it and progress it to
aafer and nobler heights. Our children
must do this work and it 18 our wuna-
voidable duty to properly prepara them
for it assiated by the opportunities of-
forded by the advanced methods of the
modern lyceum. Every child of a Spir-
{tnallst should be ailded to the full en-
joyment of this privilege and opportu-
nity afforded by the weekly Sunday Jy-
ceum—in satisfaction of infant soul de-
sires which shonld be gratified.

1t was something of these ideas that
occasioned our Mayday festival, prompt-
ing the desire to attract popular aiten-
tion to the necessity for and value of 1y-
ceum work, o -

Besldes providing pleasuro for our 1y-
ccum clildrer, our associatiop and the

public at large, this celebralion was in-

tended &8 an appeal to the thoughtful
smong-yu4, to-awake to the imperative-
ness of properly supporting pnd enconr-

aging this lycoum-work.” -~ - -

. 1t wag originated, financed and -ear-
rled to lis euccossful corclugion, with
these objects in view, by our capable 1y-
ceum superintendent ang her-husband,
Mrs. and Mr. M. C. Rippe, ebly.assisted

by thelr corps of efficient Iycéum
teachers and workers, To¢ them all
praise is due for this most memorable
occaslon in the history of Spiritualistic
iyceum work in §t. Louis.

I never saw children enter -into the
tepirit of & thing with such earnest zest
before. What a crdwulng patisfaction
it surely was to the {nvislble ones
abidlng with and near us, because of
their souiful inierest in the educational
work of this assoclation—as they
Jocked upon what was iaking place
upon the rostrum dedieated to thelr
own loving serfvice. Great was thelr
joy, ] know—-and surely due them by us
—in partial acknowledgement of thelr
kelpful service and guldance.

The chlldren especially honored wers
Cecll Weatberwax a8 Queen of the
May; Freda Rosenbeum as Spring, and
Johnny Bertram 88 King—the two
two former most beautifully and appro-
priately gowned and the latter cos-
tumed as of “ye olden time.”

But you should have seen the chil
dran seated at the'long table in our ly-
cenm room, and listened to thelr joyful
appreclation of the satisfying plenty of
ice eream and cake that had been pro-
vided 88 a swést conclugion of this red.
letter day in thelr lives, - fdere théy.
were jolned by every child Jn the gudi-
ence, who had been hunted up and ecar-
rled in by the superintendent, to iake
a free part in this free entertainment.
Whether of our persunslon or not, every
child in the church had a shere fn this
feast, and you should have been hera
Brother .Francis, to have geen’and felt
how they ali enjoyed it : .

This was strietly 2 children’s effalr,
at which the older folks'were gecondary
and had no more part in than to serve,
look on and énjoy. St B

While at the table, short addresses
wera made to the children by the super-
intendent and spme of the -lyceum
teachers, - N J. x, H,

D e R . .

s “Atter ‘Her Death, The Story ofa
Summer.” - By Lilisn Whiting. No
mind that loves spiritual thought can
fail to be fed and delighted with this
boolt. Benutiful spiritua] thought, com-
bining advancad ideas on the finer and
atherenl phases of Spiritualism, leading
tho min onward Into the purer atmos.
phere of exalted apititual truth ‘A

Y for the highar }ife; " For sale At
this  offica, " Prico, clotd, §1,

MESSAGE FROM J. FRANK BAXTER.

The followlng message |Banner of
Light, Bostoh, Masg.] wsas written
through the hand of Mys. Mary F. Lov-
ering, on March 26, 1904: o

it {3 with expregsions of heartfeit joy
I approach your atmogphera this morn-
ing and epeak to you for a few moments
of my entrance into spirit iife and the
wonderful transformation which has
come to me, e .

‘When my eyes were opened to the re-
alities of spirit life [ exglaimed, the half
has not been told! [ was greeted on all
sldes with exclamationg of love. My
dear companfon advancefl to meet me,
and, oh, the joy of the reunion. I can-
‘not through another’s pén describe the
joyous scnsations of 'delight, even of be-
wliderment, as I-claspgd hands with so
meny old workers, friends and/relatives
for they had all been, told of 'my com-
iog. Dr. H: B. Storet; Eien Cobb, Ja-
cob BEdsen, Dr. A, B. Bayward and com-
panlon, Dr. J. D. Moore, Willlam A.
Dunklee, Mrs. Clara " Bihks, Abby
Judson, who advanced® acd” presented
me with a bouquet of firgetihe-nots, my
sout-was filled with #n e¢atasy of joy
earth cannot conceive Bf.- “Finight men-
tion other names, but!dufiédit to say I
had a grand receptitn, ‘a'’kecompense
for all my Iabyrs while in y8ur midst, I
would that it stimulaje al] workers in
the fields of progression tqdo with all
their might what thé{t hangs have to
do. The earth Journey.is a.ghort one at
the longest term of yéars, afd splrit life.
'8 an unending state for spiritual work
with advantages, and a high spiritual
dovelopment and unfoldment Impossl-
ble-when clogged with & mgterlsl and
physical environments, =~

1 was present last e¥enidg at the La-

dfes’ Ald Soclety and noted the remarks

of each speakier and &lmost felt Icould.
rise and speak sgain. * But my physleal
form was not there, -Is ft ‘not natural

-|that at tais tirue so near theo anniver-

sary services that my-spirit was waited
into yout midet and I sensed very keen-
ly that I had ‘got through my arduous
dutles with you? I momentarily feel
the aense of blessedness it 18 to look
into rour faces once more and. to £¢e
thereon the look of goodwlll ‘and love
for me and mine, S,
‘Other workers and weéll-wishers. will
soon.follow in: my. fooisteps, for one by,
ona ‘wo cross the ptréam of doeath and

‘el nasired many 1o7ed,Ges aro roads ot dead, oy my Jate" phssical  boty

to welcome svery soul new-born into
thig kingdom of peace and good will to
all = -

I'would be remembefid by wy dear
ones left behind, a father's and a moth-
¢r's blessing rest upon you and the dear
ilttle ones entrusted to your care, bring
them up in wisdom's ways and In the
knowledge of spirit communion.

A dear brother of mine advyances and
says: “Speak of me, I never had the
privilege of addressing earth friends
through this pen.” 1t I8 none other
than Charles BSulilvan. He says, “I
knew thig instrument and had felth in
the writings glven her.”

And now, Mrs. Loverlng, while you

are penning thése lines from me meany
spirits are sdvancing and watching the
modus opsrandi of this form of thought
conveyance, 1 mlght mentlon the
names of Mrs. Helen, M. Flint, Mrs, Liz-
zle Lincoln, Mrs. Lambert and several
of your East Hoston friends, with the
Rev. Warren K. Cudworth, who is wav-
ing the star Spangled Banner, and 8ays
“Sing It at the comipg anniversary;”
adds he has prepared an essay on“‘Spir-
it Life and Its Poseibllities,” which he
will sometime write through your hand,

Remember that in the coming week &
largo cloud of witnesses will be present

at each meeting and I shall be present|.

in the old famillar halls and places of
worship. I am very glad I can convey

These few rambilog words through thia

medium, whose pen so easily conveys
my thought, and so¢ convey this -one
greatest truth of the interchange of
thonght between the two spheres of ex-
Istenge. We are not dead, but alive to
alt that periaing to your happineas, your
spiritual  unfoldment. Catch every
pearl of truth as 1t descends to.your
minda from the portals of light, and
grasp every golden opportunity it e
youra to possess, thus adding knowl-
edge to your faith which s - enduring
end will not pass away.- .

i Now I'would say to every brother and
sister In thia catisa of humaonity, be

faithful, let your light shine in &ll the

dark places and satlsfaction wlll- be
yours as you enter splc’’ life, You will
find you have taught the true gospel of
peace ag did tue lowly Nazarene when
he  walked in earthly paths. Much
more would I say but X am thaakful for
the present privilege, pg I feel gure it
will bear waight on many minds, [ am

dled. My moul goes out in thankfulness
to ell who asgisted at the funeral serv-
fees and for the good wishes expressed
by 80 wany loving hearts,

Yours for the truth of Spirit Com-
munion and spiritual progression, I
dign my name,

J. FRANK BAXTER.

.. THE VISION.

Men my brothers, men "the warkers,
ever reaplng something new:
That which they have done but earnest
of the thingg that they shall da;
For I dipt Into the future, far as humaa
eye could see,

Saw the visfon of the world, and all the
wonders that would be;

Saw the heavens flll with cammence,
argosies of magic saila,

Pilots of the purple twilight, dropplog
down with costly bales:

Baw the heavens fill with commerce,
&nd there rained g ghastly dew
From the nggon's airy navies grappling

in the central blue; .
Far along the world-wide whisper of the
sonth wind rushing warm,
With the standards of tke people plung-
iog ‘thro' the thunderstorm;
Til the war drum throbbed no longer,
and the battle flags were furi'd
In the Parllament of Man, the Federa-
tion of the World, | <
: —Tenayaon.

KEEP POSTED -

In Current Spirltualistic and Oceult
You can do'it by reading each wosk
The Progresslve Thinker, The Philo-
ophy ‘and the Spiritualiztic and Oeeunlt
phenomens it containg each weelk, ia
 the marvel of the age. No.ons ean af.
tord to be without the paper. Its price
ts witkin the reach of al), T

_ “Roliglous and Theologlcal Works of
Thomas Patne," contalns his celebrated
“Age of Reason,” and a number of let.
tars and dlscourses oh roligioug and
theological subjects. Cloth binding, 480
pages.  Price $1. For sale nt this office,

vidual Problems and Possibilities,” By
Wm. George Jordan, Another valuabla
{istte work, Prico 80 cents. For sale at
misotica, T c

. .“The Majesty of Calmness, or- indi.

RESTORES. EYESIGHT,

| Snect_aciéa a Thing of the Paét.

“Actlaa" g M_nrvel_ouu. Discovery That Curea Af)
Aftilctlons of o Eyo ond Ear Without
Cutilog or Deugglug,

——

A marvelous discovery has L
Sclentlst aud In\'enu?; Genm tg":%?.h{v'fh%}!
'\.‘Iﬂson. He tes lovouted & restorer kuowa ag
Acting," through which all woictfons of the
SRERP 8oy and ear, such as by
j Dess, grunulned lds cate:
RIACLS, paro oyoy, deutnosy,
2c., are cuved withoutcut-
fug or drugglug. It lsg
sl gla contrivanco kuown
us the Actina Pucket'But-
uH.e a&ld thro*;lfh lt.lthu
— i 4 CUre Givetd
10 ¢he privacy of theh! owL homes. It mt%;f;
nbolizhey the butcheries and torturous inoili-
ode practiced by oculists, and utirists, but 3t the
same time Semcts W positive uud lusting vure.
lov. W. €, oodwin, Moltno, Kauisas, writes:
My hanestoplidon of “Actinn” Iy that 16 [y ony
of the maat nlarvelouy discoverley of the age. I
vaved :n%veycs fromn an operation.”
Hr."F'. . Burswood, Springileld, Mads., 6ays
that “Actinp” cursd Lil of deafness of ulne
yeflrs' standing. .

bias romoved catuructS feown both my oyes. €
cun resd wall withoat iy glasses; s{m 5ulxur-
Bve eﬂ.l;s gld& ;o
ey, Ocean Park, Cal., writes: ¢
should have been bllad Lad I Not used* Acting.”
A party of promiaeat citizeuy Luve organized
scondganl_kuowu asthe New Yorlk und London
E 0 Asdoclytion, und they have givan this
nethod 80 thorough  test on hundieds of cases
prouotinced incuruble und h(:peleu thut they
naw r{»oslth'aly assure 8 cure, “Actinu' ty sont
ob trial postpald. If you will vall or send yout
neme nnd gddress 16 the Now York nnd London
Electrio Assocletion, Dept. ij‘. H.,020 Walout St.,
Kspess Clty, Mo., you wiif recelve, absolutely
frae. & vatuable Lodl --Prot. Wilvon's '“Treatise
oD the Eye und on Disenses in Generad” aod
E‘m tal Test asvured thut your syeslgut upd
ering will by restored, 4o 0aLter hovy lnany
doctors iuve fulled.

o

ciNGER Gu '
WITH S800THINQ, BALMY OILS.
Cancer, TumarhCumrru. Plles, Fistula, Dlecrs,

Tezeraa 2ud ell ¥kio and Femalo Discases, Wrlta
_for Illustrated Book. Bout frec, Address o

DRYBYE, S:5adses: Kansas City, Mo,

The above w tho nwnber of the pres.
ent 1ssue of T'he Progressive Lhinker,
aa printed at the top of the first poge,
right band corner. If this number cor
reaponds wlith the figurea on your wrap-
per, then the tlme you have paid for has
expired, and you are requested to renew
your subseription. This number at the
right hand corner of the Arst page ta ad-
vanced each week, showing the numbey
of Progressive Thiokers lssue? vp to
date. Keep watch of ths number on
the tag of your wrapper.

 INDUCE

¥Youe Nelghbor to Bubscribe for The
Progresalve Thinker.

Now {g the time to extend the circulas
tion of The Progress{ve Thinker, 1t
will contalo Qccult and Spirltuallstiq
news with which avery one ahouid be
tamiliar, No othex paper published on
thls earth ¢ontalus such a vast amount
of matter eo well adapted to enrich the
mlod. Bend In a eubscription now.

COSMIAN HYMN BOOK,

A gotlection of origlnal and selectod Hymns
for Liyeral and Ethjcal Socletles. tor Schools
and the Home. Compiled by L. KK, Washburn.
This volumo moots n public want. It comprigas

cholos eeloctions of poclry and musie, sme-
P:Bdu{l the hlgfheaL moral aentltaont, and fres
rom oll sectarlasiom.  Prioe, W enta. _
THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFF,
-g_ ;&gf?_t‘_;i:lg-dﬁgg&; .or Sex. DBy Lols Wa.lo_-
POEMS FROM THE (NNER LIFE,

By Lizzie Doten. These posms are truly ine

spiralional and ns staple as sugar, Price dm.

ROMANISM tes pamvbled of % pages,
BXPOSED ool to Prot. David Swine,

Priewt Caghuan sad Dr, Wighs
row, and {8 principally i defense of Protestants
isia. A conciso Mulle parophlet Price 15 cents,

WnM. ur Ceaterles of  Proeossy,
ﬁQMﬂNt R e fe e ret gt pROeer.
thinker's International Ccngress, Chicago, I,
October, 1803. By Susan H. Wiron. Price, 100,

The Infidefity of Ecclesiasticism,

A Mznace (0 American Civiilzation. By Prof.
:;:“ml'.ncuwood. ‘A trenchant aod masterly

Price, 26 cents.

ANCIENT INDIA,

age and Religlons. By Prol. H. Olden-
aper, & ceuts.

Whu | Am a Vegetarian.

An addreys dolivered before the Chicago Vege-
tarlan Soclety By J. Howard Moore, Price,

£ cents.
PROGRESSION Vancesiatsphit i
Price,

The evlos'l;mon ot Man, By Michael Faraday.

“AFTER AER DEATH.

The Story of » Summer. By Lillan Whiting.
Porvaded wi.h pure and beautiful spirituality
of thought. Instructiva and helptul to al! wha
love and seek ths h!ﬁlt_ter and flner ways of
apiritual experience. Ice, #1.00,

POEMS OF PROGRESS,

pBy Lizzie Doten. They are really val
Ry Liztio 54 4 uable.

THE GOSPEL OF NATURE

I3 & most excellent wark by Dr, M. L. Sherman,
[T by . W. F. Lyon. Horetofare Lt
hag boon sold tor B2, but the prico now has boen
reduced toB8l, It 15 3 book that wili intorest
and fnstzuct. It contalns 280 pages, and g tull
of suggestive thoughts. Dr. Sherman was &
ium of rare qualitios, pnd his work is &
reflection from tha celestind spheres.

Tne Devll and the Adventlsts.

An Adventist atiack upoun Spirituallsm re-
pulsed. By Moses Hull. Price, §0 conts.

MAHOMET, THE ILLUSTRIOUS.

By Godfrey Higgine, £sq. This work fs ond
ot the Library of Literal Classics. No anthaf
wna hatter ?uuuﬂcd. to write an impartial and

Ita Lan,
berg.

hanesy 1ife of Mahomet than Godtrey

FERAC R At
a read in conjunciion n's

work, Prica 2o A . s

THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL.

Sertas one, two and three. By 1.Uian Whiting.
T choica valumes, each éom: 1¢te in {tsall,
1n which ppirituality 18 related to :varydn{i}
in such & Way a8 to malte the world beau
Prica, 81,00 sach.

" PUBLICATIONS OF

CARLYLE PETERSILEA,

Given by sutomatie wrl!.ln%throu.gh
tho puthor's mediumghip,

e
(18

THE DISCOVERED COUNTRY,

A narative of the parsonal experlence in spir
1t lita bt the author's father, who had boenm
natural philosopher and a mntorialist. Anex
tremely momPlng book. Prico, 31.00.

MARY ANNE CAREW.
This work consists of the experlences of the
authoy's mother in spirle Mie. Prics, cloth, &;

papar, 406
O PHILIP CARLISLIE,

A philosophical romance by tha guldes, ihe
subjact of tha titlo oing a acicntide foun.g phil-
osapher, who s o medium; hia chief opponants
bolng a clargyman and a materialists Cloth, .

- UGEANIDES, .
A sefontifo nasol, hased on tho %hlloga%;ey of
Lite, as accu fram the spirit side. Paper, Md. .

. ‘MARK CHESTER, S
Or “A Mill and a Milllon.', This 18 one of Car
Isle Petaraiica's most Interesting worka, It ia

Purely & payehical romanes guch oa tho anthor.
notod for producing, Clotk, Be; paper, €6d. .

g
. A. L. Howe, Tully, N, Y., writes: “Acting" =
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