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THE CHALLENGE, COMPARISONS MADE

'L Dr. I. K. Funk of Funk & Wagnalls 
Company, the publishers, has written a 
large book. It is called “The Widow’s 
Mite and Other Psychic Phenomena” 
(price $2), and it is apt to stir up a 

. great deal of speculation and discussion 
.j among those who love such matters.

,, >”The Widow’s Mite” is the story of an 
' alleged communication which Dr. Funk 

had with the spirit of Henry Ward 
' Beecher about a year ago. The story 
.. was told briefly at that time, but Dr.

Funk nqw makes known for the first 
time wliat really happened. It is so cir
cumstantial, and is backed up with such 
a cloud of apparently reliable witnesses, 
that it is worth reproducing in Dr. 
Funk’s own words.
STORY OF THE WIDOW’S MITE.”
Dr. Funk’s version of the affair is as 

follows:
In the early part of February, 1903, 

having heard of a woman in Brooklyn 
r who every Wednesday evening gave 

spiritualistic "sittings” to her family 
and a few invited guests, I requested a 
mutual friend of the family and myself, 
Mr. Irving S. Roney, a gentleman who 
has long been in the employment of 
Funk & Wagnalls company and who 
has the confidence of us all, to secure 
for me an invitation to attend several of 
these meetings. I found the family 
plain, intelligent folks, in humble clr- 
cumstances; the medium a delicate 

. . lady of 68 years, of little school educa
tion, refined in manners. The controls 
report themselvqs to be three in num- 
her—viz.: a daughter of this brother by 
the name of Mamie, who died at the age 
of 7; and a friend of one in the circle 
by the name of George Carroll, and a 
son of the medium by the name ot 
Amos.

. The sittings are a kind of prayer 
meeting, a weekly reunion of the fam- 
Uy, "living and dead," and have so been 
held, I am told, every Wednesday for 
over four years. No charge of any sort 
whatever is made, nor is there any col
lection taken. The communications are 
believed to be by direct or independent 
speech and by raps, with lights oc- 
caslonally appearing on the curtains, 

' Th.o ,voices are of a great variety; I 
; epunted in a single evening as many as 

; twenty—some apparently the voices ot
k children, and others of middle aged per- 

sojih, and of old men and women; a few 
/r " -Oi these are the voices of Indians, and 
\ one . of a jolly, typical Virginian negro. 
-\ Each voice maintains its individuality 

। during the evening and from one even
’ \ ing to another. Listening closely, I was 

A never able to detect any confusion ot 
\ the voices, except on one occasion in 
. the voices of Mamie and the negro, 

' Aunt Eliza. "
TESTS ALL “UPON HONOR.”

The medium at these sittings sat be
hind a curtain in the dark, A dim light 

' in a corner of the room in which we sat, 
controlled from the cabinet, made ob- 

V jects about us faintly visible—by it with 
\ a little straining of my eyes I could tell 

I the time by my watch. The bedroom 
' in which sat the medium opened into 

• . . the- .kitchen.- The-conditions were not 
at all of a test kind. It was all "upon

- honor.”

been lost sight of; it is in a drawer in 
this safe under a lot of papers, and tliat 
you can find it, and Mr. Beecher wishes 
you to find it.”

"I said: "Do you mean that tills safe 
is in Plymouth church?" .

He said: "I don’t know where it is. 
I am simply impressed that it is in a 
large iron safe in a drawer under a- lot 
of papers and has been lost sight of for 
years, and that you can find It, and Mr. 
Beecher wishes you to find it. That is 
all I can tell you.”

THOUGHT IT WAS SENT BACK.
The next day when I went to New 

York I thought over this curious com
munication about "The Widow’s MRe-” 
I was certain the coin had been re
turned, but the insistent statementThat 
it had not been returned and the curi
ous fact that such an unusual piece of 
money should have been so positively 
mentioned all Impressed me strongly. 
During the day my brother, who had 
been the business manager of the Stand
ard dictionary,‘called at my editorial 
rooms. I asked him, without telling 
him anything of the incident of the 
night before, if he remembered "The 
Widow’s Mite” which we had used in 
the illustration ot the dictionary. Hb 
said that he did, and, in reply to my 
question as to what he had done wife 
It, he replied: “I returned it.” “To 
whom?" 1 asked. He Bald: “I don’t 
know the man, but I returned It to the 
person from whom you said you had 
borrowed it." To my cross examination 
be repeated again, and again tbat he 
was. certain that it had been returned.

In the afternoon, at our business con
ference, Mr. Wagnalls, the vice presi
dent of our company, and Mr. E. J. 
Wheeler, the editor of the Literary Di
gest, being present, I told them of my 
curious experience. Mr. Wagnalls said: 
"I never heard that you had borrowed 
such a coin.” Tapping the bell, 1 called 
in the cashier and asked him: “Do you 
remember an old coin called “The Wid
ow’s Mite’ which was in our possession 
during tbe making of the dictionary?” 
He replied that he did, that it was given 
to him by Mr. B. F. Funk, and he was 
under the Impression that it had been" 
returned to its owner. I asked “Are 
you sure of this?”

TWO MITE3 ARE FOUND.
He said “1 believe it has been so re

turned." I told him to go to the large 
iron safe (we have two safes in the 
cashier’s office) and had his assistants, 
help him see whether that coin was 
anywhere in the safe. In about twenty 
minutes one of his assistants came into 
the offlee and handed me an envelope In 
which were two "widow mites.” The 
envelope had been found in a little 
drawer in the large iron safe under a 
lot of papers, where It had lain forgot
ten for a number of years.

In examining the coins and also the 
plate of illustrations in the dictionary 
it was found that we had used for re
production the smaller and lighter col
ored one. The other was much blacker. 
I concluded that the light one was the

concerned about the return of the coin; 
what he was concerned about was to 
give me a test that would prove the cer
tainty of communication between the 
two worlds, and since that has been ac
complished in my finding the coin he 
cared nothing further about it. In the 
conversation at this second circle I had 
spoken of the finding of a coin through 
another medium. This clew vitiated the 
evidential value of this later Interview 
as a test.

After recelvl ig the surprising answer 
from the control, George, that it was 
“the black coin” which was the correct 
one, I sent both coins again to the Phil
adelphia mint, without giving them any 
indication or clew of what had taken 
place, simply requesting to know which 
of the two coins was the geniune "Wid- 
ow’s^Mite.”' The reply that came back 
was as follows:

SOME OF THE AFFIDAVITS.
“Mint Service, Office of Superintent- 

United States Mint, Philadelphia, Pa., 
March 14, 1903.—Funk & Wagnails 
Company, 30 Lafayette place, New York. 
—Gentlemen: Our best authority on 
Jewish coinage is the book of Frederic 
W. Madden, M. R. S. L., assistant in the 
department of coins and medals, British 
museum. He describes the larger of 
the two pieces as having a center knob, 
surrounded7 by six stars or lobes, in 
which is written In Jewish characters 
the name, when translated—Jehonathan 
Hamelik or King Jehonathan. The re
verse contains the figures of an anchor. 
The time of this king Is given as that of 
Alexander Jannaeus as 105 B. C. to B. 
C. 78. ’

“The second and smaller piece Is evi
dently a copy, made at a comparatively 
recently date, of a coin representing a 
later date than the first piece, the ob
verse of which is filled with Jewish 
characters representing, when trans
lated, 'Jonathan the high priest and the 
confederation of the Jews,’ written with
in a wreath of laurel or olive. The re
verse has two cornucopias and a poppy 
head with a dotted circle, and its time 
not later than 78 B. C.

"AILBERT A. NORRIS, 
“Acting Superintendent."

It was the second and smaller coin 
that we had used by mistake in the dic
tionary; the larger is the “black coin” 
and the one that we should have used, 
and which we have ordered on the 
above information to be subsitlted in 
the dictionary plate in the next edition.

The envelope containing the two 
coins when found was sealed, and on it 
were written these words:

"Mr. Raymond: The widow’s mite— 
please put in vault for safekeeping.

wB'bm the coin was borrowed and the 
name of the’ person to whom'it was to 
be returned. ,. -1

THEORY OF FRAUD.
The difficulties this U»eory/meets:
1. The medium is an^ej^rly lady, 68 

years of age, against who^e Sipple hon
esty I have not heard, a whisper, al
though careful inquiry -ids teen made 
of those who have known her Mr many 
years. I have now visited, ter house 
something like twelve tferis, and have 
watched her carefully-^ven when she 
has been under severe stress., My judg
ment of her is favorable. She seems 
wholly artless, simple minded, tender 
hearted, and ideally truthful. As my ex
perience is that mediums often degener
ate morrally, I would not vouch for the 
future truthfulness of any medium.

2. The medium up to' date of this 
writing, March, 1903, receives no money 
for her “sittings, and insists tnat her 
name shall not be given by me In con
nection with these sittings, as she does 
not wish any increase in the attend
ance; so it seems reasonable to exclude 
as motives those of gain and notoriety.

3. The owner did not, know that the 
coin was missing from .the collection, 
and those who had access to the safe in 
which the coin was moife, solemnly de
clare that they had notfeoughtof,.the 
coin for years. Had there been a desire 
on the part of any one to commit fraud, 
it does not appear that there was oppor
tunity to“do so. .

After an exhaustive Investigation of 
all possible trick or fraud, it seems to 
me that this theory is eliminated.

It may not be amiss to say'here that 
for years I was editor in^hief of a jour
nal that made Its mark ps d fighting 
political reform paper of wide circula
tion; I think no one wlU deny that in 
that capacity I gained considerable rep
utation as an expert in unearthing 
frauds. / „ ,

NEW DIFFICULTIES ApiSE.
The difficulties this theory meets:
L “The Widow’s Mite” is a rare 

coin; there are but few of: what are 
known as “originals” in existence; not 
one man in ten million..has one in his 
possession, and tnq great probabilities 
are that I waq the only fean but. of the. 
sixteen hundred' millions on .the, earth- 
who had borrowed one and sailed to re-

B. Difficulties this theory meets:
1. Why did not Prof. West speak of 

this matter himself, or, it he was not 
able to control the medium, why did 
not Mr. Beecher so speak? He, I am- 
told, has in the past spoken through 
this medium. .

2. Why was not the test completed 
by giving the name of the person from 
whom the coin had been borrowed, and 
of the person to whom the coin was to 
be returned? ,

3. If Mr. Beecher was desirous of 
giving a test proof that actual com
munications are taking place between 
the spirit world and this, why did he 
not choose to communicate something 
far more worth while? It would not be 
difficult to think of a thousand things 
concerning any one of which the world 
would have listened with strained at
tention to Mr. Beecher, and could have 
just as certainly recognized that bis 
knowledge on these higher themes was 
beyond the knowledge current upon

An Old-Time Spiritualists’ View of It.

earth. I. K. FUNK.
VALUABLE TO PSYCHICAL INVES

TIGATORS.
Dr. Funk then submitts at least a 

dozen questions which have been asked 
concerning possible explanations of tiie 
mystery and answers them at least to 
his own satisfaction. The book, which 
is nearly 600 pages in length, begins 
with a plea for psychic research, which 
shows that the writer Is no novice in 
the study of phenomena, but has gone 
deeply into the subject with-an open 
mind and a desire to solve some of the 
mysteries. He next discusses the ways 
in which some Spiritualists predispose 
Investigators unfavorably, and also how 
some nonspiritualists dispose them
selves unfavorably.

It must not be thought that all he has 
to say Ib favorable to these things or that 
he accepts them with blind credulity. 
On the contrary, where he can he off
sets the claims of mediums and others 
with Incontestable reasoning. The book 
is the record of a search for truth, and 
as such it deserves a respectful hearing.

Tbe above review is from the Chicago 
Tribune, and is published to Illustrate 
the trend of the secular press towards 

(Spiritualism. We shall soon publish a 
review of the same book from the pen

To the Editor:—Three classes are in
terested in the one thousand dollar 
challenge of Robert Hale, of Los An
geles, Cal.: The Spiritualist, the skeptic 
and the fraud hunter.

Tbe-Sligptic and fraud hunter know 
tbat'spiritual phenomena is all a hoax, 
a money scheme, a religious deception, 
a play upon what? Oh! upon those 
high and holy Christian myths of soul
saving; those blood-saving influences, 
public prayers, and all the other 
schemes for subjugating the ignorant, 
for the cash there is in it.

Mr. Hale’s $1,000 offer is to all exter
nal appearance a legitimate, honest 
business transaction, and I see no good 
reason why any well-developed mate
rializing medium may not accept the 
challenge providing a guarantee from 
said Hale is given that all arrangements 
shall be made fair and just to all par
ties concerned.

It will not be a chance game, or a 
gambling unlawful effort, but. a liberal 
offer of Mr. Hale to reach an. all-import
ant truth by one single demonstration.

F. W. Martin, of Elyria, Ohio, has 
made a very excellent offer (seo The

They Will Set One to Critically Think* 
ing.

Value |125. B. F.”

Progressive Thinker of May 7).
Loveland, Esq. Dunn' and others, 
made suggestions and expressed 
views upon this old subject in the

Prof, 
have 
their 
same

The conclusion that this mediumship 
was a remarkably good case of second
ary personality was almost fixed in my 
mind up to the time that I had the sin
gular experience which I give below.

THE BEECHER QUESTION.
On my third visit I was quite tired, 

and sat quietly during the entire even
ing listening to the talk between the 
cabinet and the sitters—of the sitters 
there were fewer than a dozen. About 
11 o’clock the control named "George," 
in his usual strong masculine volte, 
abruptly asked: "Has any one here got 
anything that belonged to Mr. Beech
er?” There was no reply. On his em
phatic repetition of the question I re
plied, being the only one present, as 1 
felt sure, who had ever had any imme
diate acquaintance with Mr. Beecher: 
"I have in my pocket a letter from the ,

genuine widow’s mite, for I remembered 
that we had sent both to the-curator of 
the Philadelphia mint, who'was an ex
pert on ancient coins, and had asked 
him kindly, to let us know which of the 
two was genuine. I instructed Mr. B. 
F. Funk, business manager of the dic
tionary department, to follow the in
formation of this expert in making the 
coin plate, and up to the time of this in
terview with the control I had thought 
that this instruction had been carried 
out.

GOES AGAIN TO SEANCE.
The following Wednesday evening 

attended this same Brooklyn circle.
1

Toward the close of the seance 
“George” began talking. I said to him: 
"George, do you remember the request 
you made of me last Wednesday even
ing?”

He at once replied: “Yes, about the 
coin—the widow’s mite?”

“There are two of them; now, George,
Rev. Dr. Hillis, Mr. Beecher’s successor, can you tell me which of the two is the
Is that what you mean?"

CONTROL IS INSISTENT.
The answer was: “No; I am told by 

; a spirit present, John Rokestraw, that 
■ Mr. Beecher, who is not present, is con
. cerned about an ancient coin, 'The Wid

ow’s Mite.’ This coin is out of its place 
and should be returned. It has long 

; been away, and Mr. Beecher wishes It 
. returned, and he looks to you, doctor, 

to return it”
I was considerably surprised and 

. asked: "What do you mean by saying 
\ that he looks for me to return it? I 

1 have no coin of Mr. BeecheFs!"
"I don’t know anything about it ex

i cept that I am told that this coin is out 
j of its place, and has been for a number 

If years, and tbat Mr. Beecher says you 
* -an find it and can return it”

' right one?”
I Without an instant's hesitation he an
swered : "The black one.”

I was certain that the lighter one was 
tbe correct coin, as that was the one we 
had used in the dictionary. I asked him 
whether he was sure that it was the 
black one.' His reply was instant: 
"Certainly.” Then I asked whether he 
could tell me to whom it was to be re
turned. He said that he could not tell, 
but he thought it was to be returned to 
some place In Connecticut, but he did 
not know for sure. I asked him wheth- 

. er he could tell me from whom I had re
ceived it. He said that it belonged to

HE REMEMBERS THE COIN.
I remembered then that when we

'{werg making “The Standard Diction- 
^ary," some nine years before, I had bor- 
“/rowed from a gentleman in Brooklyn— 
..a close friend of Mr. Beecher, who died, 
{.several years ago—a valuable ancient 
■{coin known as "The Widow'S Mite.” He 
{told me that this coin was worth some 

hundreds of dollars, and, under promise 
that J would see that it was returned to 
the collection where It belonged, he 
Would loan it to me. Aitnough a mem
ber of Dr. Riohahd S. Storrs’ church, 
this gcRcieinan remained a conspicuous 
frietid of Mr. Beecher all through the 
lamous trial which so severely tested 
the loyalty of many of Hr."Beecher's 
Irienjis. ; ' -
DECLARES COIN NOT RETURNED.

I said to the control; “The only 'Wid;
■ ow’s ^Ute’. that has ever, been in my 

chargd. was one that I borrowed some 
years ago from a gentleman in Brook
lyn; this I promptly returned;” to which 
the control replied: . •

" “This. one"’, has not been returned.” 
’And-then,. after, a moment's silence, he 

। said: - • ' • ■ •“Do you know whether there is a 
Sparge femW church?”

I answered: "I do not"
- : He BtJd: “! am impressed that this 

4 &M ^ la ® large iron sa£% feat it bea

some friend of Mr. Beecher’s. I wished 
to know what friend, if he could not 
give me the name. He said that he 
could not, but that he was shown a pic
ture of a college, that he did not know 
what this meant unless that this man 
had been connected with a large school. 
I said: /.

“Where located?”
"In Brooklyn.” .
“What part of Brooklyn?”, 
“On the heights." -
"A gentlemen’s school or a ladies’

school?”
"A ladies’ school.”

THE OWNER DISCOVERED.
This information about the owner Of 

as“The Widow's Mite” was all correct 
far ae it went, for the gentleman from
whom I had got it was Prof. Charles E. 
West, who was, at the time that I had 
borrowed the coin, and had been for 
many years at the head of a ladles’ high 
school on the Brooklyn Heights. But 
the curious thing was that so much 
could be told of the details and yet the 
name of the owner, of the coin could not 
be given, nor. could I be told with any 
certainty ’where' Mr., Beecher desired 
the coin to. be sent. The answer to my 
repeated sitting and’ two future sit
tings: "I cannot-tell■ you; I do not 
know; for some'.reason' Mr. Beecher

“This envelope contains two widow’s 
mites—shekel, half shekel, and de- 
narlus.”

Nothing else was written on the en
velope, but in the preface to the dic
tionary there is this statement, speak
ing of the illustrations: “The Widow’s 
Mite (which was engraved from an ex
cellent original coin in the possession 
of Prof. Charles E. West of Brooklyn, 
N. Y.).” Unfortunately, few people read 
the preface to a dictionary.

Mr. Roney is one of the most truthful 
men I have ever met—in my judgment 
Incapable of falsehood or trick.
CONCLUSION DRAWN FROM FACTS

■ Mr. West assures me that no other 
members of his father's family knew 
of the loan of this coin or of its absence 
from its place in the collection.

1. 1 believed the coin had been re
turned. This was not a case of forget
fulness, as my belief was based on the 
natural thought that my Instructions for 
its return had been carried out.

2. Mr. B. F. Funk’s belief that the 
coin had been returned was also not a 
case of forgetfulness, as he, too, be
lieved that his instructions had been 
obeyed.

3. Mr._Raymond's (the cashier’s) be
lief was a case of forgetfulness. He in
tended to return it, but forgot to do so.

4. Neither qf the assistant cashiers 
knew anything" about the coin.- Tfey 
tell me that they now remember some 
three years ago to have seen the en
velope, but that they knew nothing 
whatever about the contents except 
what was written on the envelope; they 
knew nothing of the coins having been 
used in the making of the dictionary 
and nothing of the history of our pos
session of them.

5. The cashiers alone knew the com
binations of the two sates.

6. The cashiers’ department is a sin
gle room about thirty feet by fifteen 
feet.

7. While the safes are open there is 
always at least one of the cashiers in 
this room. , .

8. Mr. Roney was the only person at 
the seance with whom I had any pre
vious acquaintance.

9. Mr. Roney declares to me that 
he never saw inside of the two safes in 
the cashier’s department, and says in 
his affidavit he never had heard that we 
had had such a coin In our possession, 
ar that we had used such a coin in the 
making of the dictionary.

10. On careful inquiry I am assured 
that there is not the slightest acquaint
ance between any of the cashiers an’d 
the medium or her family; they live 
widely apart In the crowded city of New 
York.

11. Both Mr. B. F. Funk and myself 
believed that we had used tho West 
coin in. the making of the dictionary
plate, and we had no thought or.sug- 
jeston from any source to the contrary 
-ntil the information came through the 

. spirit control that the correct coin—the 
black coin—was the one we had not 

। used, and then we were sure that the 
. spirit control was in error. We did not 

yield this.point until after we had,re- 
1 ceived the,above mentioned letter from

does not tell.’4 . £ 
. At a'c|rcje .w!th another medium the 
foliowjng_w'eqk T asked these same two' 
questions of Mr. Beecher, who was said 
to be present I was told by the control 
that Mr. Beechef; s^ajW’fc® x«a aot

the Phlladelphlt mint',... :;'.. .,'
:li Nd talk OF question, not a word, 

led "up to the direct inquiry.from. the. 
control about the coin,' arid this Is true 
also as'tq .the questions and answers as 
given which.made mention of the black 
tetri as the one to be returned.

13. All efforts failed to secure from 
the spirit, control on three succeeding

. t Hi." ’ ins cf tfe® ^9g»a teiin

turn it .. . . . . . . . . . .
2. The taping by-the'oqntrol of Mr. 

Beecher as one interested in the coin’s 
return—a man who was a close friend 
of Prof. West* from whom it was bor
rowed. , . “

3. The pointing out of its location in 
a "drawer” “under a lot of papers” in 
a "large iron safe.” This guess might 
logically have followed the first, for if 
it were known that I had the coin, it 
was likely, since the coin'was valuable, 
that I would have kept it for safekeep
ing in just such a place/ This reason
ing, however, would have required a 
fairly shrewd business training, while 
the medium is an elderly lady who has 
had no training in- business: methods.

4. The designation as the right coin 
that one which had not been used In 
making of the dictionary. ’. As there 
were but two coins, this might have 
been guessed; yet imitations of ancient 
coins are usually colored black.

5. The correct designation • of the 
owner as one who had been connected 
with "a ladles' school” "on: the Heights” 
“in Brooklyn.” i

POINTS IN FAVOR OF THEORY.
A. The points that favor this ex

planation: •
1. It was in the memory of Mr. West, 

myself, the head cashier, aud Mr. B. F. 
Funk that the coin had been borrowed.
'2. It is possible it was in the sub

conscious memory of the cashier, Ray
mond, that he had not returned it.

3. It may have been in ithe subcon
scious memory of the assistant cashiers 
that they had seen in the safe the en
velope with the inscription on it: "This 
envelope contains two widow’s mites.”

B. The difficulties this. thtery meets:
1. My memory was that I bad or

dered the coin, returned: and I had 
never known the contrary j, that I be
lieved the coin had been returned, and I 
was the only one at the^ sitting who 
could have known that the 4oln had not 
been returned; hence in what possible 
way could the facts have been in the 
subconscious memory of’any one pres
ent? .

2. Had the medium’s I subconscious 
mind discovered, among the millions of 
things written on my subconscious mem
ory, the fact that I had once borrowed 
such a coin, it remains to lie explained 
how she knew that I hadpot returned it 
My subconscious memory ’ bore testi
mony to justify the opposite. ,p ’

3. There is no probability feat the 
medium had ever, met t§e .’cashier, the 
only man on whose subsijqnsciqUB meffi- 
ory could have been an (repression that 
this coin had been borrowed <an'd had 
not been returned. How.CouldAhe have 
picked him out from fee millions of 
other men in the clty/of Nqw York? 
Had she succeeded in thus picking him 
out, then she would stiUfeaveqhad the 
further task before hereof finding out 
from the millions of impjessionri on his 
memory this inscriptiorf" about/ "The 
Widow’s Mite.” ’ " ri - >}- ’

ATTITUDE OF PR£k.V#ST.
A. The points that favor' this ex

planation:
1. Prof. West’s well known deep in

terest in his coin collection, and the 
■ friendship, between him nnd-Mr. Beech

er in earth .life; and' feeftpresumption 
that this friendship hirs* tentlnued in 
spirit life. / .

2. If the professor was iri'terested in 
the return of the coin, fell likely that 
he would have remembqreo. that I had 
it; and would have deernid; it probable 
that it would be foundHrrilny safe; then, 
by. clairvoyance,' he eoul^imveithus lo
cated it and then'the r^t ^oulu be fol

’ lowed. ’ ’ v--,;•-- |.
.' 3. If communication between th§ 

। spirit world and this world5 is passible 
and desired by spirits; it is quite likely 
Mr. Beecher would have, been willing to 
have helped to turn? tlfe matter-into 

. such a proof of intercongnunta4toa.be-

S
een tlm fefe wfeifa y^^

of Hudson Tuttle. In many respects 
is a most valuable work.

it

A WARNING TO THE/>UBLIC.
At a regular meeting of the N. S. A. 

board of trustees, May 3, a unanimous 
vote was passed for the secretary to 
send a card to each of dur spiritual pa
pers, warning the public against the 
following persons, who claim to be 
workers for the good of Spiritualism:

A Mrs. Roberts, now of St. Louis, Mo., 
who claims to be a representative of 
the N. S,. A., and who has opened some 
kind of a "home” in that city; this wo
man has no connection with this Na
tional Association, and Is not indorsed 
by our chartered societies.

Mr. John A. Johnston, who travels 
about the country, also making claims 
that are false; he is not a representa
tive of this association, nor is Presi
dent Barrett a friend of his, as claimed. 
Persons sometimes show one of the old
time certificates of contributing mem
bership that the N. S. A. issued years 
ago, but which did not indorse anyone 
—these certificates were abolished sev
eral years since; as, if they were not 
carefully examined, those to whom 
they were casually shown might be 
misled by them. The public is warned 
against anyone who may show these 
certificates as tickets of endorsement.

Mrs. E. M. Dunning, an elderly wo
man hailing from this city, sometimes 
from other places;she was first known 
as Mrs. Dunning, then as Mrs. Weeks, 
and again by the name ot Dunning. 
This woman writes to parties in all di
rections, also frequently travels over 
the country, soliciting money on one 
pretext and another. At one time she 
had a land scheme on which she at
tempted to raise money. She has re
cently been claiming to be a medium 
too poor to pay the license for practic
ing mediumship in this city, and beg
ging for aid in this line. She has never 
been a medium to our knowledge, arid 
we have known her for years. She is a 
chronic beggar, unworthy ot aid; com
plaints of her persistency and offensive
ness have come to us from all quarters; 
the public is warned to place no trust in 
her tale of woe.

MARY T. LONGLEY,
N. S. A. Secretary.

Washington, D. C.

HER FIRST BORN.

Against her breast a baby lies, 
Its little hands are pink and white;

She gazes down with loving eyes 
And guards it fondly day and night.

Against her breast a baby lies
That God has trusted to her care;

She softly sings and gladly sighs 
And gently strokes the silky hair.

Against her breast a baby lies, 
And what cares she that wars go on, 

That nations fall and nations rise, 
That kings are crowned and flunkeys 

fawn?
Against her breast a baby lies 

That lovingly returns her gaze,
And she cares not how men may prize 

The world’s good favor and its praise.
Upon her breast a baby }jes; - -

Above her fair young head the light
Has formed a nimbus; from the skies 

Glad angels watch her through" the

Progressive Thinker; in fact the 7th of 
May Progressive Thinker will pass as a 
symposium number on Materialization.

I hope no hypocritical religious, or 
blind materialistic influence will deter 
some strong independent medium from 
giving Mr. Hale the tests or light he is 
looking for.

This is not a religious controversy; it 
resolves itself into a simple problem for 
which Mr. Hale is willing to pay a nice 
sum to be satisfied about.

Thousands have gained the facts— 
the truth—for a thousandth part of the 
sum Mr. Hale promises to pay.

He does not ask for any of the Spir
itual attachments—the barnacles tnat 
have loaded down plain, common-sense 
Spiritualism.

Spiritualism, or the truth of con
tinued life is no more a religion of any 
shade or brand, than is chemistry or ge
ology; It’s a demonstration, pot a faith 
or belief.

The ism, the god and religious graft 
is selfish and thoroughly material and 
human, the result of past subjugating 
influences.

There is no more mystery in materi
alization than in the rap. Who can imi
tate the rap? Yes, who?

There is nothing new in materializa
tion; it has ever attended Spiritual 
manifestations.

Spirit photography is new, and true; 
slate-writing and nearly all the mod
ern manifestations are as old as the 
bills, as old as humanity; the gods, 
heavens, hells, bibles, dogmas and isms, 
are all barnacle attachments upon the 
one simple truth of demonstrated con
tinued life; there have never been any 
expressions more simple and important 
than life, love, and liberty; can that 
trinity be made more inviting by any 
additions? By any fanatical, ignorant, 
mythical schemes? "Let go," let in the 
light of truth divested of every selfish 
attachment, and the frauds, and hypo
critical fraud hunters and all humanity 
will be uplifted.

The class designated as fraud hunters 
by Spiritualists, are as a rule the class 
who are engaged in fraudulent kinds of 
business, that could not exist and thrive 
except by fraudulent methods.

The clergy, the doctors and lawyers, 
and a class of get-rich-quick business 
men and women, are developed and un
folded upon the fraud plane of life; 
these classes are the natural fraud
hunters, they have grown Into that line 
of. business—deception. Be patient 
with them—they are being spiritualized. 
By observation you will discover that 
tbe preachers of all the isms, and the 
doctors of all fee drug schools, are usu
ally found in the front ranks as hunters 

. and schemers, they are as sharp and 
apt as watch dogs.

As soon as the people become suffi
ciently enlightened to dispense with the 
professionals, frauds of ail kinds, mate
rial as well as spiritual, will be without 
occupation.

Let us move for a radical change all 
along the line at the beginning of the 
New Era that is in sight.

The writer has written occasional ar
ticles for the Spiritual and liberal press 
for the past fifty years, but has never 
felt good enough, wise enough, or just 
enough, to criticise or advise medi
ums, especially as a class. ’ ''

He never saw one that was not hu
man, either in the material or spiritual 
form, nor one that claimed to be a saint, 
or perfect. Mediums are just about as 
human, honest and truthful as the 
preachers and doctors, and a thousand 
times of more value and Importance, 
than the professionals from my point of 
view.

As Brother Loveland has written, the 
fraud cry is not new, Its the same old 
song, and from the same professional 
class. When they assume they are 
seeking the good and interests of the 
cause, marke them and be Bure they 
will bear watching. • •

To say that frauds are destroying the 
cause, injuring Spiritualism, is only a 
selfish howl, a spiritual, bugaboo; the 
spiritual devil of fear, the most fraudu
lent and injurious plebe of deception 
known.

The fraud cry Is an agitator and there 
is a class who can only be reached by 
just such methods.

It was stated in a religious journal a 
short time ago that it cost for each con
vert in heathendom $352.. This is the 
most stupendous humbug that was ever, 
practiced on a confiding people.

We send our missionaries among the 
Mohammedans and Buddhists of Asia 
to destroy the time-honored faith of 
their fatliers. The writings of Confu
cius form the most profound political 
and moral philosophy in the world to
day, and we are begging money of our 
people to send missionaries protected 
by the guns of the United States to de
stroy the religion of the Chinese.

The followers of Confucius are the 
most industrious people in the world 
and there Ib no good reason why we 
should undertake to Introduce the so- 
called Christian system into China. 
True tliey work seven days In the week 
and their work brings them happiness. 
For sixty centuries they have lost them
selves in their work and they do not 
need to learn a better catechism. They 
have lived like frogs in a well six thou
sand years; they are a good people, so 
let them alone.

If a Mohammedan missionary should 
drop Into a Christian community and 
begin proselyting for his faith he would 
have to hump himself with back to the 
town or be treated to a coat of tar and 
feathers and a ride on a triangular rail. 
But let a Chinaman hit a Christian mis
sionary in the ear with an egg tliat has 
seen better days, and the combined 
armies and navies of the world are or
dered out to sweep down on China and 
erase the whole country from the map.

Does not the record of all history 
prove that the sword has never made 
Christians of an unwilling people? The 
hypocritical pretense that we carry 
Christian civilization into the Philip
pine Islands with iron and dynamite 
shells, backed by land franchise grab
bers, Is a grand fraud.

We know what the English army has 
done for India. After three hundred 
years of this kind of effort we find in a 
population of 300,0110,000 less than 100,
000 professing Christians. The army 
chaplain has done something, but the 
army suttler has done the rest. India , 
is fast becoming a nation of inebriates, 
and the opium habit which English mer
cenaries Introduced among the natives, 
has beco'ine well nigh universal.

The church claims that it is obeying 
the command of Christ, when he said to 
his disciples, "Go ye Into all the world 
and preach my gospel to every crea
ture." But why does It disobey all tha 
rest of Christ’s saying? Is it becausa 
there is money in the missionary busi
ness? Christ says, “Woe unto you t'at

night. —S. E. Kizer.'

I am-to see that the world is the bet
ter for me and to find my reward In the
act.—Emerson. . . . ..

' Reason is the test of ridicule, not'rid
icule the test of truth.—Bishop War
purton. ?-.....;.:■■

^orce yourself to reflect on what you 
read, paragraph .by paragraph.—Cole- 
ridge. . :: ■ 

. In a free . country, there is much

Spiritualism—spiritual facts and 
truth—is not dependent upon fraudu
lent leadership, or upon the cause; the 
cause is dependent upon intelligent 
honest lives; upon the everyday effort 
and determination of each individual, to 
live a spiritual life of love and justice. 
■ » •• DR. M. E. CONGER.

Chicago, Ill.. -. ,

are rich.” It says, "It is a very fine 
thing to be rich." Cifrist says, "Give to 
him that asketh.” It says, "Impossible;! 
join a charity organization instead.” 
Christ says, “From him that would bor
row of thee, turn not thou away.” It 
says, “Not without good security at 6 
per cent." - Christ says, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” It 
says, “Get all you can.” Christ says, 
“You cannot serve God and mammon.” 
It says, “That is dead easy; God Sun
days, mammon week days.” Christ 
says, “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” 
It says "Look out for A No. 1 first.” 
Christ says, "Take no thought for to
morrow.” It says "Save, save, and pift 
in the savings bank.” Christ says, "To 
him that smiteth thee on the one cheek, 
offer also the other." It says, “Call a 
policeman and have him arrested for an 
assault." Christ says, “From him that 
taketh away thy cloak, withhold not thy. 
coat also.” It says, “Telephone for de
tectives, catch him that taketh away 
thy cloak, jail him for burglary.” 
Christ says, “Sell all thou hast and give 
it to the poor," It says, "Wliat is that!. 
Give all you have to the poor and be 
poor ourselves? Not much!" Christ 
says, "Give to him that asketh." It 
says, "Wliat! We would not have a cent 
left in twenty-four hours. Tbat is non
sense." Christ says, "Forgive your 
debtors.” It says, "Impossible; busi
ness could not be carried on in that 
way. Sue them, and recover damages 
if you can." Christ says, “Swear not at 
all.” It says, "Prisoner, witness, lift 
up your right hand; do you solemnly 
swear,” etc. Christ says, “See that ye 
despise not one of these little ones.” 
It says, "You cannot look after all the 
rag-tail kids; you have your own family 
to care for.” Christ says, “Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto you, 
even do ye also unto them." It says, 
—well, It generally says nothing to tills. 
A shrug of the shoulder Is the only an
swer.

The church openly, deliberately, con
sciously and collectively disobeys all 
the sayings of Christ which I have 
quoted, except the first one mentioned. 
It does nottelleve them or it would not 
disobey them?— The so-called Christians 
may say they do. They may bow their 
heads and recite their creeds. They 
may think they do. They may even 
build churches and pay clergymen to 
tell them to believe, and how to do it, 
and assure them that they do believe. 
They do not believe. I say that they do 
not believe in the validity of the com
mandments. I say they do not believe, 
because they do not obey them. 1 say 
they do not obey them because they, 
cannot. I say that Christians to-day, 
live in the midst of an economic sys
tem which forbids them to live the life 
Christ bade them to live. The fact that 
people still maintain churches and pay 
preachers to tell them to do that whiefe. 
they have not the slightest intention of 
doing, or even attempting to do, and 
could not do If they wished, is one of 
the most astounding paradoxes of hu
man history. • MILO W. BARNES. .

Kokomo, Ind. £
Simplicity, without which no human 

performance can arrive at perfection.—<
Swift M

clamor with little suffering; In a des- 
pdUcit^ there ^ cpmsteiut, hut 
jj$||gi^|^

Reading maketh a full man, confer
ence a ready man, and..writing an exact
mate.—Bacon. .

.^"^41 MMiite
If you see a man doing a thing and 

doing it well, toll him so. It will help

. Every noble life leaves the.fibre of it 
interwoven forever in tho works of th® 
world.—Ruskin. %  

Only experience can show how salt 
the savor is of others’ bread, and how, 
sad a path it is to climb, and descend 
another's stairs.—Daateii - • -»- —■* 
is&ii^S^

^?^ Wof^tte Wnket
»W«««««$«4W««^^ V_^ /W ‘



®W

THINKER
THE REVIVAL OF LEARNING

"I answered, Tao not.'' '

Funk & Wagnalls Co., New York.
been lost sight flit it is in a drawer inOctavo 553 pages.

Reviewed by Hudson Tuttle; Editor- steps. He appeals to and placates the are right in believing that at death we

of clearing the way.

York I thoughOdver this curious com-

Is real danger lest in its zeal to get rid
trols" oh various'subjects, and it may

edged by the judge of any court or im-

rled to the mountain top and to the
par-

."iA gentlemen’s school-or a ladles’- life’s continuance after death, than to

His book will be os “standard” with

quently through a New Yom medium especially to the

Solid Gold Onlylarge iron safe in Plymouth Church?' Evidences come every day. The greater

Novena in Honor of the Holy Ghost.

WISDOM OF THE AGES.
FUTURE OPEN BOOK TO CRIPPLE.

Three Journey Around the Worfd

learn this on whateral years1
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itismwtaia-

astS«8iraR&stS2
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amenable to the laws of Sodom. 
Jesus was taken in the spirit and

Its jnagnifleent philosophy, and its sci
ence of lite here and hereafter, unmind-

is to be willing to say, T don’t know,’ 
and the second step Is like unto it, to be 
willing to be led, empty ot theories, 
empty ot preconception, by a fact" 
Again, “The only credit I claim for my-

If he could not give me. the name. He 
said he could not, but that he was

So 
car-

woven with “communications” received been lostiblght bf-tor years, and that 
from spirits at various sences and espe- you can find it, and Mr. Beecher wishes

dictionary is 
English-speaking

illd and all. She told 
/etc. I do not know 
Spirit of a person who

This fascinn 
atlng book 
by the well-

turned to 
me who s 
that she V

“This information about the owner of ful that it supplants old ideas with new 
‘the widow’s mite/ was all correct as Interpretations, almost to revolution.

He gives timely warning.to church
members who sneer at Spiritualism. 
He. says: ■ ■ .

“The church must bave a care. There

were taught to sing, T want to be an 
angel, and with the angels stand.’ ”

“We are shocked to find that spirits 
are folks just as we are, the same as

incident when reported by the press, 
called out a variety.of editorial expres
sion, and awakened a great deal of in
terest. . . .

school?’ . ’
" ‘A ladies’ school.’

natural and human; but what should 
we expect? Are we quite sure that we

His first effort is to induce others, es
pecially scientists, to follow in his foot-

ances of tills prince of mediums con- 
cerhing the inner life of the spirit

had once lived in the flesh at such1 a 
place, butrsjie s^d so, and there was 
indeed a child fe.that name died sev-

Spiritualists as his 
“standard” with the 
world.'

A valuable feature,

large Iron'safe tinder a lot of papers, 
where it hadilainYorgotteii for a num-

Frank Spicer, of'Dekalb, III., Interests 
Scientists by Psychic Power.

Haltau Watch Chirm.
PK1OKS:—Badge Pln.tl.50: Lapel Button, SI .50;

Sunflower Brooch. #4.0(1; Maltese Charm, 15.00; 
Maltese Pendant, $5.00. This jewelry needs no oth
er recommend than to say It is the SUNFLOWER 
BADGE, the adopted emblem of Spiritualism. Aa 
the Sunflower turns its face towards the sun. so 
Spiritualism turns the faces of humanity from 
darkness and superstition towards the Sunlight 
of Truth and Progression. These beautiful em
blems are for sale at this office.

ROMISH “INDULGENCES.”

be observed that-the thoughts of these 
“controls", through uncultured mediums 
are of a high intellectual and literary 
standard. They are able to instruct 
and hold the attention of a man of the

.Materialization a Fact.

edge. The narrative Is followed by all
davits of all parties concerned.

; Perhaps there, is not a Spiritualist

Did It Begin In Italy Aftqr the Four
teenth Century, and In England 

About the Year 1500?

coincidence, telepathy or clairvoyance, 
and showing how impotent they pre, Dr. 
Funk arrives at that of spirit communi
cation.: In this he finds difficulties, yot 
he evidently jq partial to its acceptance.

munication about tho 'widow’s mite.’ . I 
was. certain the coin, had been returned,.

Temple.......The spirit world does

but I say, upon the whole,, what a de-, 
lightful world Is the spirit world if

■ ' known Author and Scholar, 
HON. A. B. RICHMOND,

Should bo in tho hands ot every Spiritualist in 
the land. It is’based’on a historical tact, but 
through tho naratlvo Is woven a psychic Uno bl 
thouirnt In tho stylo so natural to the groat 
criminal lawyer that ono can fool the author's

quently through a New Yom medium that I would see It returned to his col- 
whose circle! attended. She talked ne- lection where it’belonged, he would loan 
gro dialect and was full of very earthly- it to me.

ability of Dr.,Funk, and of themselves 
refute the charge, so often made that all 
communications from the spirits are in
anities and worthless commonplace.

Part Third is devoted to the results

. . .. . ....... _ _ this safe,,^yder.a Joi of papers, and that 
churctoahd warns it ot danger in its re- are changed instantly into angels; that you can find'it, ana Mr. Beecher wishes 
pudiatlon of the spiritual phenomena, there is some magical virtue in death you to finH°ft? ’Io! ’

TAI»«i4 Y.ImmF T n t 4 4-n n rJH ’ ‘ * ^4 t H I #11414- fllVc! c/qFA

dally notable is the chapter on “Special you.tofind.it, .That is all I, can .tell 
Spirit-Talks to Clergymen." -you.’ ' ‘ ' - ...... ..

....................... ..... ,„pjio next daydwhen I went to New

he did not know; that the coin had been 
borrowed, apd Mr.. .Wheeler, editor of 
The Literary' Digest, suggested that 
search be made for it. His brother was 
sent on this mission, and in about twen-

out of its place, and should be re- ..
turned. It has long been away, and .sure. I asked Up If he could tell me

negro humor.”
He concludes: "If these are genuine 

spirit talks, we must recast our notions

___ ____ ______ . value of this Is dependent on the dis-
"He said: T 4m impressed that tills tinguished characters who vouch for it. 

coin iSinifa'la'rgdilFon safe, that it has After discussing the various theories by 
' .................. ’ which the fact may be explained, fraud,

Part Second Js devoted to the consld- Very strongly.” .................
eratlon of the “Widow’s Mite,” around In a conference which followed. Dr. 
which the contents of the book segre- Funk's brother insisted' tliat the coin 
gate, and which gives it; its title. The' had’been returned: Mr.-Wagnail said

_ The story is minutely told and with __________ ,
powers toward lis? What are their In-. corroborative evidence which would ty minutes-returned with an envelope 
tenuous? But is this a correct state- "'—•""' o-, ,mHhz„i-«» >,„>_„„_,.„—. ... „.u<»u „.„..„ ...... ™t„<, <«hinh "naa

Travels in the Pacific Islands, 
New Zealand, Australia, Ceylon, India, and 
other Oriental countries. By J. M. Peebles, 
A. M.» M. D.. Th. D. In this splendid largo 
book Dr. Peebles has concentrated a vast 
amouht of valuable information. It Is exceed
ingly entertaining and readable, and Spiritual
Ism as he found it everywhere in his travels 
receives due attention, making the boolt of

Reception to Dr. Peebles in Battle 
Creek, Mich.

HA A TH its meaning 1 A nnd Respits.
By J Kwil.on, of tho Pennsylvania ^Bqr, 

An absorbingly InteresUna narrative relating a 
aeries of wonderful psychic manlfestailbn£ oc
curring In the writer's experience Cloth; Ulus- 
tratod, »1.2a ' » ' '

, ' . Freedom’s Heroine. .

from whom I had received it? fie said 
it belonged’' to ’Some friend of Mr. 
Beecher. Fwisheif to know what friend,

“‘This one has not been returned.' who has not met with facts in his oWn 
And then after a moment’s silence, he experience- equally or more startling 
said: 'Do you know whether there is a than this-of the “Widow's Mite." Such

the subject is truly expressed in this of much of tho spirit world, for . that 
quotation: “The first step in progress world then Is very different from what 

. . gome of ua were ]e(j t0 expect when we

__  „ of the author's experiments In telepa- 
compel its truthfulness being acknowb In which were two. coins which “had thy, clairaudicnce, physical effects with; 
edged by the judge .of any court or ini- been found in a little drawer in thb out contact, materialization, spirit pho

" ’ *_________________ ‘ - i. . . tography and of spirit identity. Not

The First Part is introductory, a: sort which transforms character?" ' "I said:JUJo y4h mean that this Safe
.................. The objections and theories put forth is in Plyiafiuth jfthurch?'. He said: T — . ______ .

to explain Spiritualism are exhaustively don't know wluere.it is, I am simply. The author supports his story with elm- 
considered, and one by one found'impressed1 that it is in an iron safe in liar psychic'phenomena. Among those 
faulty and inadequate. This is Inter- a drawer Wder’d Ibibf papers, and has
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THB FRQGRBSS Maya, 1504.

THE TEACHINGS Oj? JESUS 
Not Adapted to Modern CIvJIUalloj. wUh thoTrtl 
Character of Mary Magdulone. Dy Gee IV. Drowu 
M. D. Price. 15 cents. For ualo at this ( nice.

The Widow's Mite aud Other Psychic seif is the courage to say, 'I don’t they were when they lived on earth.
Phenomena. By Isaac K. Funk, know.’ " '. ' These spirits seem to be altogether too

dkLarge N. 8. A.
This long-expected book has made its 

ippearauce. It is a book which marks 
tn era In Spiritualism, it has been the 
somewhat disagreeable task pf the cd- 
ltor-at-large to stand on tho defensive 
and meet tiie attacks of enemies. ' To 
receive hard blows and descend to giv
ing hard blows in return. Hence it is 
with a feeling of delight that lie has tho 
opportunity to herald from the watch
tower the coming of a champion, who 
bravely takes up the gage of battle. Of 
all those who have come to the front as 
opposers of Spiritualism, not one Is to 
bo compared for a moment, with. Dr. 
Isaac K. Funk for erudition, ability, 
training, general Intelligence. He was 
a leading minister of the gospel for 
many years, He founded the Homiletic 
Review, ft. strictly orthodox journal, i 
The Voice, The Missionary Review, The 
Literary Digest, was "etiltpr-ln-fehipf of 
the magnificent Standard Dictionary, 

. and as head'of the great;., publishing 
house of Funk & Wagnalls has a world
wide reputation as a man of. affairs. 
His standing .with the chqraji ahu jdpn- 
tifleation with its work cannot be called 
In question. When such a man takes 
up Spiritualism, not fof’a passing mo
ment; but as a life’s work; observds' Its 
facts In all their changes, studies the 
philosophy they suggest, gathers all 
available material on the subject, and 
after twenty-five years sits down to tell 
the story, he has something to say 
worth the hearing.

Yet his busy life would not have 
probably allowed him to compose this 
book, hod he not, as it were, been 
forced to do so In self-defense. Some 
reporter prepared a garbled report of 
the story of Henry Ward Beecher com
ing to Dr. Funk through a medium and 
asking for the return of a coin loaned 
years before. He came to Dr. Funk, 
asking if he had corrections to make. 
Dr, Funk replied that the version was 
so erroneous, he requested the story not 
to be then published, but to wait until 
he had concluded his investigations, 
when he would give the whole and edin- 
pleto narrative. No heed was given to 
this request and the crude and bizarre 
report was published, and It went the 
rounds of the press as probably never 
anything like It has ever done, and re
ceived more editorial attention. In pre
paring an answer, the book crystallized 
around this fact.

He says in the preface: “This book Is 
the fulfillment of that promise. In a 
sense it has not been hastily prepared, 
for it is the growth of a quarter of a 
century or so. Every book should be In 
a way a. biography ot the author, who 
progresses to a thought or point, and 
then gives a record ot bls travels hith
erto. During the past twenty-five years 
1 have devoted such time os could be 
spared from multifarious duties to the 
investigation of psychic phenomena— 
this has been a recreation—keeping a 
record ot the most important things 
seen and heard. Finding myself tied 
up to give the public this ‘widow’s mite’ 
incident, it seems that it might serve a 
good purpose to describe as nearly as 
may be what had become to my mind, 
the real projective problem—a problem 
which is looming to such proportions as 
certainly‘to justify much attention 'froni 
many of the best trained of our scien
tists: it lias been my purpose in this 
book to do my best to persuade a larger 
number of trained scientists to serious, 
persistent and intelligent efforts to help 
In the solution of this problem.”

The reporters seemed to have taken 
for granted that Dr. Funk had been 
drawn into a circle and been dazed by 
an incident new in his experience. He 
undeceives them by a iccord ot more 
than twenty-five years ot investiga
tion and study of psychical phenomena. 
He had the privilege of seances with 
Margaretta Fox Kane, and listening to 
rappings given through this earliest of 
mediums.

The spirit with which he approaches

The first chapter is 'devoted to show
ing how some Spiritualists predispose 
investigators unfavorably. His criti
cisms-are direct and just. From his 
standpoint the attack ot Spiritualists on 
the Bible is harmful and uncalled for. 
He says: "If Jesus was chiefest of tae- 
diums, hear him.,.. .If this be so [Jesus 
was a medium] why should not Spirit- 
uallsts reverently harken- to the utter-

is “the finding of the last receipt by 
Swedenborg,'1 a spirit Indicating the 
whereabouts of a last will, finding of a 
note by spirits as reported by the Psy
chical .Research Society, Dr. Minot J. 
Savage directed by the spirit of his son 
to papers of which the doctor knew
nothing, finding of a bank-book through

,.w ................. ...............Mr?. Piper. This is. followed by many
____ „ ____   „ __  ______ ___ ........... ........ .......... ..... o„ but the insistohce'that such an unusual pages of 'conversations with thej'con- 
world?" ' '_____________“I of-spirit communications it gets rid of piece of ihoti^y should have been so ' ................ .... .. . , „

If I quqted all I feel inclined to quote, the Bible Itself.” - ■- j . , positively'mentioned; all impressed me
my review would reach the size of the - - - - . - ...................... . ...
book, but here (a a passage which is
commendable to all who are oppressed 
-with the incubus of “The Great Psycho
logical Crime,” and the power of evil 
spirits:

"We are asked to establish relations 
with' foreign powers, with*, a foreign 
world. What Is the bearing of those

ment of the case? Is it not the purpose 
of Spiritualism simply 'to make knpwn 
to our consciousness a relationship that 
already exists, not to create a relation
ship? Is It true that these spirits are 
not amenable to law, to the higher, the 
real law that governs—a law far more 
effective than ours, neither coarse nor 
clumsy, a law that never falls In Its ex
ecution? The higher intelligences con
trol absolutely and prevent the lower 
from working harm except to them
selves; and even the self-Inflicted harm, 
in a broad way, they overrule. The po
tent part of this foreign power is 
friendly."

“I repeat that the visible participa
tion in earthly affairs of outside intelli
gences Is not new. The two men who 
visited Lot had power to pull Lot in
side the door and close the door and 
strike with blindness the citizens out
side, and yet these two men were not

tlclpate, so this argument proves so 
much uiat. If true, it would compel us 
to let go many things that we already 
religiously believe."

"I cannot reconcile myself to the spir
it hypothesis except through thinking 
that we are entering a psychic field of 
investigation that Is marvelously com
plex and that what we are getting now 
is but the babble of babes, not because 
of the lack of Intellectual ability of spir
its, but of the lack of ability on both 
the earth side and the spirit side to han
dle the forces that make communica
tion possible.”

“It Is worthy of note that at these va
rious circles, I never heard an Immoral, 
obscene or profane word.” In other 
words, he went to the circle with earn
est desire for the truth and was met by 
spirits on the same plane.

"My experience in these investiga
tions have left upon the whole a pleas
ant taste in my memory. I have had 
given me much nonsense, much that 
was disappointing, much repugnant;

partial convention of scientists.
He heard of a medium in Brooklyn 

who gave Spiritualistic sittings to her 
family and a few friends, and arranged 
to form a part of her circle. She was a 
plain woman, intelligent, a widow with 
her son of 35 and unmarried brother liv
ing with her. "The sittings were a kind 
of prayer meeting, a weekly reunion of 
the family, living and dead, and have 
so been held, I am told, every Wednes
day for four years. No charge of any 
sort whatever is made, nor is there any 
collection taken. The communications 
are believed to be by direct or independ
ent speech and by raps, with lights oc
casionally appearing on the curtains."

He studied the conditions of the me
dium and after several seances became 
impressed with the belief that it was 
not spirit control, but “secondary per- 
spBallty," which I suppose is equivalent 
to the “subconscious self.” ‘

“On my third visit I was quite tired, 
and sat rather quietly during the entire 
eveping, listening to the talk between 
the cabinet and the sitters—of the sit
ters there were fewer than a dozen. 
About eleven o'clock the control named 
“George,” in his usually strong mascu
line voice, abruptly asked: 'Has anyone 
hero got anything that belongs to Mr. 
Beecher?' There was no reply. On 
his emphatic repetition of the question, 
I replied, being the only one present, as 
I felt sure, who had ever had any im
mediate acquaintance with Mr. Beecher, 
T have in my pocket a letter from Rev. 
Dr. Hillis, Mr, Beecher’s successor. Is 
that what yoy mean?’ The answer was, 
'No; I am told by a spirit present, John 
Robertson, that Mr. Beecher, who Is not 
present, is concerned about an ancient 
coin, “the widow’s mlto.” This coin is

ber of years,"
“In examining the two coins and also 

tiie plate of illustrations in the diction
ary. It wan’fonkd1 that we had used for 
reproduction tha:smaller and lighter 
colored one. The other was much 
blacker. I concluded that tbe lighter 
one was the genuine widow's mite, for 
I remembered we had sent noth to the 
curator of the Philadelphia mint who 
was an expert on ancient coins, and had 
asked him to kindly let us know which 
was genuine. I instructed Mr. B. F. 
Funk, the business manager of the Dic
tionary Department, to follow the infor
mation of this expert in making the 
coin plate, and up to the time of this in- 
tervlew with the control, I had thought 
that this Instruction had been carried 
out. .,

“On the following Wednesday even
ing I attended the same Brooklyn circle. 
Toward the close of the seance ‘George’ 
began talking. 11 said to him: ‘George, 
you remember the request you made ot 
me last Wednesday evening?’

“He replied at once: ‘Yes, about the 
coin, the widow’s mite.’

“There are two of them; now, George, 
can you tell me which of the two 1b the 
right one?’ ' .'

"Without an instant’s hesitation, he 
answered,-The black one.’

"I was leertalfc that the lighter one 
was the correct coin, as that was the 
one we had used in the Dictionary. I 
asked hlni’if he’’was sure that it was 
the black-one. His reply was instant: 
‘Certainly ’f,,, Thqn I asked if he could 
tell me to whom it was to be returned? 
He said he could'hot, but he thought it 
was to bd8returtfed to some place in 
Connectlcutj;but be did not know for

Mr. Beecher wishes it returned and he 
looks to you, doctor, to return it.’

“I was considerably surprised, and 
asked, ’What do you mean by saying 
that he looks to me to return it? I have 
no coin of Mr. Beecher’s.'

only his own investigations, but he 
gives a resume of those of Prof. James, 
Rev, Minot J. Savage, Frederic Myers, 
Prof. ZoIIner, judge Dalley and Alfred 
Russel Wallace. The researches of 
Prof. Wm. Crookes are lengthily given. 
After four years of most careful experi
mentation Prof Crookes wrote: “Be it 
remembered that an explanation to be 
of any value must satisfy all conditions 
of the problem. It is not enough for a 
person who has perhaps seen only a few 
of the inferior phenomena, to say T sus
pect it Is all cheating,' or 'I saw how 
some of the tricks could be done.’ ” It 
Is an exhaustive presentation of the 
methods and results of the great scien
tists who have investigated the subject.

Dr. Funk does not claim to be a Spir
itualist. He does not wish to be identi
fied with the movement. He stands on 
the bank of the mighty stream and 
while he describes its course, and the 
flotsam and jetsam, the froth and 
spume which swirl on its surface, he re
mains steadfast and thinks he forms no 
part of it! He desires this to be dis
tinctly understood, that his position 
may be known und not misrepresented.

Yet be is an example of all those who 
have earnestly set themselves to the in
vestigation of Spiritualism. His hesi
tancy, his doubts, are arguments. His 
attempts to explain the manifestations 
by other theories than the spiritual, 
fall of their own weakness, and with 
all his protestations he has launched a 
book which is a life’s work; which will 
become a mighty force in clarifying the 
turbid waters, and directing their 
course.

As Dr. Funk does not desire to be 
called a Spiritualist, claiming that he 
“does not know,” we will not disobey 
hia wishes. We cannot see, however, 
wherein there is difference in the ac
ceptance of psychic phenomena be
tween him and the most ultra Spiritual
ist. Every Spiritualist says “he does 
not know" all that is to be known, and 
is ready to retreat or retract when he 
finds himself in error. Not one claims 
to have reached Infallibility in conciu-

Further citations from," Prof. John
son’s “Rise of English Cqlture”;

It is a slander upon the memory of 
the Caesars that’the Codds bearing the 
names of Theodosius and Justinian— 
the fabrications of the monks -them
selves—should have been labeled the 
Law of the Caesars. The Benedictine 
tradition concernlng these false Codes 
refers to the twelfth eentury.- But it is 
certain that neither at Bologna nor in 
any other city qf Europe was there an 
audience at that time'capable of listen
ing to lectures on Roman law;

The study of law in general did not 
bpgln in any school before the sixteenth 
century. In our country (England) the 
study was yet in Its Infancy iff the days 
of Coke, Selden and Bacon:

John Leland, who in the reign.' of 
Henry VIII. (1509-1547), made the tour 
of the religious houses just before the 
dissolution of tiie Monasteries', wok liaf- 
fle^ by the systematic < tricks .of . -the 
monks and friars iq disguising their 
personalities and antedating their writ
ings.

At the time of the rise of the House 
of Tudor (I486 and thereafter) Oxford 
and Cambridge were mere boys’ schools 
and so remained during that time when 
the most splendid,“though unchartered 
University of England was flourlshlngL- 
I refer to the society of wits, of poets,

Memorial Oration.ft ^'JM® 
a warm friend of bls and a great siatasmaa, de- ' 
llverod before Ibu New York LogiBlumie, Maya, -. • 
|M. Price 4 earns. . ■ ’ 1
DEATH AND THE AFTER LI^, 
By Andrew Jacket Pavia. Something youbnot^ 
read. Price 60 cenw. For aalo ~. ♦hla ufllce» •

What All the World’s a-SeekiHg;
• ‘ RALPH WALDO TRINE. \

Eacbls building ids world from within; thoughts 
the builder; for thoughts uru furcce.—eubtlo,' vital, 
Irresistible, omnipotent,—jnd according ub used do 
they bring power or impotence, peace or pain, succeM 
or failure.—From Title-page.

The above books arc beautifully bound In gray green 
raised cloth, stamped lu deep old green und gold, with 
gilt top. Price, 11.25. Fur bale al thia uflico.

M TALMUD “^wl uuiixu w book, Its commentaries,. 
teaching?, poetry, and legends. Also brief 
sketches or the men who made and commented 
upon It. By II. Polang. 839 pp. Price, cloth,ill '

Man and the ^«&%® ■ 
Spirit World London.' Au excellent book ' - 
for Christian people who would Investigate and 
learn the facts of Bible teachings as well os 
modem spirit phenomena. Price, cloth, #1.10. v

Bi We and Church Degrade Woman.
By Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Comprises three • 

essays on “The Effect or Woman Suffrage on 
Questions ot Morals and BeLfion." Price, 10c,

. there are spirits!” '
Dr. Funk early learned that spirits 

held onto their characteristics while in 
earth life,.and appreciates the recoil of 
those who first meet this fact, having 
always entertained exalted ideas of 
what spirits must be. He found that 
priests at these circles often appeared 
as rigidly Catholic as "when on earth 
and Protestant preachers as rigidly 
Protestant. A negro of the extreme 
southern plantation type came fre-

To the Editor:—Enclosed please find 
a clipping from The Post, which will ex
plain itself. Remember, this is in good 
old Connecticut. You may publish "the 

i clipping or as much of It as you wish to, 
and let tbe people of the world see what 
the Roman Catholic church is trying to 
do here, and I think It is about time that 
some of us woke up to the fact that the 
Roman Catholic church Is trying to run 
this country. What I like about The 
Progressive Thinker Is that you come 
out and say what you mean, and let us 
know what the Roman Catholic church 
is doing, and I say to you, God bless 
you, Brother Francis. Go on in the 
good work, and a few of us that are true 
Americans will back you up and stick 
to you. . I receive The Progressive 
Thinker every week and I like it as well 
as ever, as I do believe in the principles, 
that are taught in it, and I wish that 
you had a larger circulation, as it is-a 
good paper.

EDW. C. THOMPSON.
' Bridgeport, Ct

Hartford, Conn;, May 5, 1904.
Reverend Dear Sir:— ■ . . ;-i . ' ' •

A novena in honor of the Holy Ghost 
will take, place In all the churches of 
the diocese from Friday, May 13, to 
Saturday, tho Evo of Pentecost, May 21. 
According to tho terms of the decree Is
sued to the Catholic world by Pope Leo 
XIII., on May 9, 1897, all the faithful 
who make the novena may gain a par
tial indulgence of seven years and 
seven times forty days on each day that 
they assist at the public exercises and 
pray for the intention of the Holy 
Father. They may also gain a plenary 
indulgence on any one of tbe days of 
tho novena or on tho feast of the Pente
cost, or on any of the eight days follow
ing Pentecost, provided that they re
ceive the sacraments of Penance and 
Holy Eucharaist and pray tor the inten
tion of His Holiness. Those who aro 
prevented for any just reason from at1 
tending the public exercises of the no: 
vena, may gain the' sama Indulgence 
provided that'they make the novena pri
vately and approach the sacraments 
within the prescribed time.:. ’. -•'.

The sama.indulgences may be gained

. shown the picture of a college, that he 
, ”.T don’t know anything about' ife'es*" ^jd hot kmw wn&t this- trieant, unless 
cept that.I am told that.this'cbln ie out ^la'm^aa>bwIf;o?,iJ'GCte,d' *lt}V& , 

large schoq/.(I saidj Where located? Bions.
!“ Tn'Brooklyn.' . ..... Like them he stands aloof from it as
'" 'What'part of Brooklyn?’’ an organic movement, more attracted to
■‘“On the Heights.' ' • its phenomena and demonstrations of

of its place, and has been for a number 
of years, and that Mr. Beecher says you 
can find it andean return it:’

" I remembered then that' when we 
were making "The Standard Diction^ 
ary,” some nine years before; I had bor
rowed from a gentleman in Brooklyn— 
a close friend of Mr. Beecher,- who died 
several years ago—a valuable ancient 
coin known as ‘The Widow’s Mite.’ He 
told me that this coin was worth sev
eral hundred dollars, and under promise

“I said to the control, ‘the only "Wid
ow’s Mite” that has ever been in my 
charge was- one that I borrowed some 
years ago from a gentleman in Brook
lyn; this I promptly returned,' to which 
the control replied:

far as it went.. .-.-.But the curious thing 
was that so much could be told of detail 
and yet the name of the owner of the 
coin could not be given, nor could I be 
told with certainty where Mr. Beecher 
wanted it to be sent.”

This limitation of the control has al
ways been a source of doubt, a stum
bling-block In the path of investigators, 
which disappears with fuller knowl-

student, is a list of all the more import
ant books on the subject, which has ev
idently been prepared with care, and 
Impartial criticism.

Every thinking Spiritualist holds his 
beliefs as tentative. Dr. Funk has cast 
his lot with Myers, Crookes, Wallace, 
ZoIIner, Robert Hare, James and Var
ley, ahd If they are Spiritualists, he is 
the peer of them all. •

HUDSON TUTTLE,
Editor-at-Large N. S. A

to the. suffering souls in Purgatory.
The faithful are earnestly urged to 

avail themselves of these opportunities 
to enrich their souls with the graces of 
God’s Holy Spirit, that by the light 
and power of the Paraclete their lives 
may.be sanctified and rendered fruitful 
in every good work.

Very faithfully yours in Christ, 
MICHAEL TIERNEY, .

Bishop.of Hartford.
John G. Murray, Chancellor.

Dekalb, Ill., May 11.—Frank Spicer, a 
young man of this city, has become the 
center of Interest to scientists through
out the country. His alleged psychic 
powers are the wonder of the commu
nity. At the age of 12 he was Injured 
so severely that since that time he has 
been unable to walk, but he has man
aged to educate hinfself and is particu
larly well-Informed on biblical matters. 
It is only a tew years ago that hla mys
terious powers became known to his 
family and friends, and his gift of 
prophecy is 'Baid to be marvelous. He 
is credited with having predicted. the 
terrible Galveston flood and the assassi
nation of President McKinley, and more 
recently he foretold, as alleged,. the 

; wreck of the train that was taking pas
sengers to the St. Louis Exposition. It 
:is further asserted that, upon a stran
ger appearing before him, he at once 
will tell his name-and business. Law
yers and business men are known to 
consult him with regard to their affairs.1 
He is known to have given immediately 
the location of lost articles and. the 
whereabouts of missing persons. Mr. 
Spicer has been offered large sums to 
appear In public, but steadily refuses 
all such overtures.

a-second time by all who publicly. Or 
privately. recite somq .prayers ip .honor .
91 tho. Holy-Ghost each day during; the 
setave of Pentecost, b'e\’ftom'fen^' 
test Sunday, May 22, to'Trinity Sunday, 
May 29. ‘'They must also go to confes- 
Tlon and Holy.Cpniffiunipp.and, p.p^fe^, 
iie'fhtehtlta'of the Holy Father. ..
^u wseiafi

"Principles of Light and Color." By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A truly 
great work of a master mind, ahd one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research into Na- 
tura’s, finer forces are. here gathered 
and made'amenable to the well-being of 
humanity. Medical men especially, and 
-scientist?, general readers and.students 
of occult forces will find instruction of 
igreat Value and Interest. A large, four-, 
pound book, strongly bound, and can-, 
tainlng*, beautiful.. illustrative.: plates. 

■For sale at this office, price, postpaid; 
'll;.', It is a.wwderful work and you will 
.feuilshghtMvJ®'It ■.„-,■<.. - •. ■ ■ 
’:, “A -Flqaj .lor the New, Woman;” By 
MajU Collins. An address dellvered.be- 
fore the Ohio Liberal Society. For gale 
stUflaojScs. Pries 10 oeata.

The First Society of Spiritualists of 
Battle Creek, Mich., tendered Dr. J. M. 
Peebles a reception and banquet last 
Friday evening, in their hall. It was a 
grand affair. .

It is well known that Dr. Peebles has 
been a resident of Battle Creek, Mich., 
some forty-five or fifty years, when not 
engaged in sanitarium work in San Di
ego, Cal., or in traveling around the 
world. At one time he lectured six 
consecutive years in this city; accord
ingly when he returns to us the older 
Spiritualists especially flock to see him.

At seven o’clock about one hundred 
friends and admirers of the Doctor 
gathered around the banquet table, 
beautiful with its snowy linen, elegant 
china, colored candles, and a profusion 
of flowers. Our president,-Mrs. Kleck- 
ner, read a very cordial well-written 
welcome to the Doctor. Mrs. Morrill, 
our present speaker, pronounced the 
Invocation, after which all were seated 
to partake of the luxurious repast 
spread before them.

The committee in charge' had pre 
pared an excellent program. Every
thing passed off harmoniously, and 
harmony among 'Spiritualists' means 
success. ‘After the congratulations 
and hand-shaking all around, the audi
ence was given a short stirring talk by 
the Doctor, in which he thanked the 
society for the reception and friendly 
greeting given-him. His words were 
full of sympathy and encouragement, 
riveting the closest attention. He was 
followed by Dr. W. G. Thurber, a young 
man who accompanied the Doctor from 
California. Dr. Thurber is bright and 
talented, speaking in the trance state. 
We predict for him a brilliant future.

Mrs. Morrill gave a short but clear 
and concise address. She spoke of the 
passing away of the old pioneers, and 
the grand.work they did when it cost 
something to be a Spiritualist.

Miss Nellie Richie, favored us with a 
charming solo, “The Message of a 
Rose” accompanied on the piano by 
Mrs. Blakely. ‘

;Da B. L. Elkelson gave a fine address 
ifi a semi-trance state, complimenting 
the Doctor on his long work, and . ex
tending to him the friendly hand from 
the controlling, spirit. Miss.Whitney 
was entranced and.spoke. And so con
cluded one of the brightest, .happiest 
evenings In. pur history. -.We all. hope, 
that ;Dr, ^Peebles may, be with us for 
many years to,come, for he..-wields a 
strong influence for good ,..among us. 
He stands as a beacon light in bur 
iriidst, all of whom.loveand revere him, 
' , . MRS. EMMA 8N0W-HOYT, ’

, - i - Secretary. '

On one occasion an Episcopal rector 
and myself and a few respectful but in
dependent friends in this town pro
cured the use of a room Into which no 
medium had fever been. When ready 
we sent a carriage for a little woman 
who is quite ignorant, who is known as 
a medium. She brought no friend with 
her.. The ladies took her into a little 
Toom and thoroughly stripped her and 
put on a gown belonging to one of them. 
We then.led her into the seance room 
which we had prepared as requested. 
We enclosed her in a thin bag of dark 
goods about eight feet long, and sewed 
her up—and I, know she was in the bag 
until we ripped the bag and let her out. 
And from within the bag, sitting In a 
common chair, behind a dark curtain, 
she gave a seance in dim light—and 
they did come out, male and female and 
little children.. One little girl got on a 
palm leaf fan Held by me, and talked to 
all of us.' -'• '

I passed the fan on which the child 
stood around tbe,circle; then it was re

seems to Ue good report.
I am notjinte^ested in the religious 

phase of the question, nor have I any 
philosophy"tor .or against tbe Spiritual
istic claim.'*-1 will leave that all to 
others—-buHrthat fehere is genuine phe
nomena aqgyell, eg a mint of fraud I am 
absolutely certain!,just as was Dr. Hud
son, et al?1

There aroFsomerthings about the cult 
that are qu&e ■disagreeable, but on this 
point, let jUfi- be^onest If we talk, or 
wqit until,we knpw before we do talk. 
. Some onU wllPask, “If not a spirit, 

what?” I do hot know. Which is at 
least, an h'Shorabfe statement From a 
spiritual standpoint, that the phenom
ena at its beshje iineatisfactbry I grant 
aud assert, and &> some persons may 
prove harmful-lroaiiSAoi Vivid imagin
ations, etc.' rt'is' fibt'lb my min'd the 
best'or'the . hippibst proof to', mortals 
that.'there is'a to-morrow for the human 
race, yet be the fpreeowhat It Is—I care' 
not—the phenomena is a fact, arill I 
wisfi td cleatlf ho state. Beyond this, 
statement on; that' subject JUfbiO^J/.be 
clashed as agnpsuc.’’ /'”'’. I 4 ' ■ j ... --

MarshtLiiiTata^” ../. :
. ■ :><.--'j~^rirr^fr!riu-”m* ... > .... ■ 
"Koradtte/i; Bjt^UlCff B?' Stockham’ 

and UdS'Wi&'W&^ the form of 
an entertaining story, it contains lea- 
,eohs:,$M<&;^^ . tlri’’ 0WM .tatow.

Lois Waisbrooker, who has served 
the cause of Freedom brilliantly and 
valiantly for so many years, has been 
under the cloud of illness for several 
'weeks; for a few days past she has been 
able to go out a little, and she is now 
preparing to go away, hoping by change 
to recuperate, so as to commence work 
again. I ask all to send their most lov
ing thoughts of healing to her. She has 
richly earned all the kind consideration 
and help which appreciative, grateful 
friends can bestow on her.

Those who come into Freedom’s serv
ice now, or later on, wilt hardly be 
able to ever realize what this brave 
woman has endured in her persistent 
unflinching devotion to the noblest 
cause the sun ever shone upon! Never 
has she let its banner trail, but has car
ried it safely forward to achievement 
amid such volleys of tyrannic wrath, 
and through Buch fires of persecution 
as stoutest warrior hearts might well 
quail before! Not until a few genera
tions have passed will the world be able 
to estimate aright the whole value of 
her able service!.. Her logical mind re
fuses to be blinded by. sophistry, and 
she will not Yield a point against the 
truth, as it is revealed to. her, though 
cannon, bayonets and prison menace 
her. The mediumistic sensitiveness of 
of our heroine to the impact of the great 
liberators on the spirit side of life has 
enabled them to sustain her against 
terrific odds.

What a measure of Love's holiest ten
derness find power these great souls 
will continue to bestow on you, dear 
Sister Lois! , - . .

May you find the renewal of health 
you seek, and on' a brighter vantage
ground than you have heretofore at
tained, again put on your working ar
mor and step into the field. We shall 
greatly miss you here.

' OLIVIA F. SHEPARD.
Home, Wash. '

of soldiers, lawyers, travelers, states- 1 
men, who were to be found in the 
Temple and other Inns of Courts, of 
whom we begin to bear in tiie reign of 
Queen Elizabeth (1558-1503).

Durham College at Oxford, the Bene
dictines say, had been founded by him 
about 1290, and at his death in 1345 he 
left his books, which are said to have 
been greater in number than those of 
all the rest of the bishops, to Durham 
College. But we hear of a library, In 
the sense of a separate building or 1 
room, for the first time In the reign of 
Henry IV. (1399-1413). The books 
were chained to pews or studies, and it 
needs an effort of imagination to make 
clear to ourselves how few they, were, 
how barren of Interest, and how little 
used. We have no list of the books.

It was more than a century after the 
death of Richard of Bury (1345) that 
the faint beginnings of literary culture 
can be traced. At the end ot the fif
teenth century Trithemus, the Abbot of 
Spanhelm, sets down to the authorship 
of Aungervllle die little treatise called 
"PbHobiblion," perhaps the first work 
which shows any disinterested zeal for 
liberal studies in England.

The author praises the early Mendi
cants and censures the sloth, greed and 
luxury of the friars of his day. The late 
date of the book may also be inferred 
from the fact that he insists on the ne
cessity of Arabic and Hebrew, as well 
as of Greek and Latin, of grammar and 
poetry. (Note: It is said to have been 
first printed in 1483 at Spires).

Most certainly down to the time of 
the dissolution of the monasteries, a 
very small apartment at Oxford would 
have sufficed for the books and for the 
reading men of the University. ,

Pope Nicholas V. (1447-1455) is sup
posed to have turned the Vatican into a 
workshop of copyists. The translation 
o'f the Greek classics is said to have 
gone forward at a rapid pace. Then the 
Institution of libraries naturally fol
lowed the collection of MSB. tor there 
had been no library In Rome. Accord
ing to the Letters of Tranersarl, the Ca- 
maldolese monk, there was nothing 
noteworthy either in Roriie or tbe Ab
bey of Grotto Ferrati about the year 
1432. And this report of the nakedness 
of the land is amply confirmed by state
ments of the Benedictines.

There is incidental evidence that 
there were more books at Avignon than 
in Rome; a fact which should be con
nected with the legend of the migration 
of Popes to that city. If, then, Nicholas 
V. did anything for the Vatican library, 
he must have been the creator of It.

The tale runs that at his death the 
catalogue contained 5,000 volumes; but 
it is evident that this is one of the nu
merous library myths. His successor, 
Callixtus 111, seventy-seven years of 
age, who passed for the first jurist of 
his time, is said to have given away sev
eral hundred Greek MSS. to Cardinal 
Isadore, and that he was barbarian 
enough to tear away the gold and silver 
clasps from the books which his prede
cessor had clothed in red samite.

Sixtus IV. (1471-1484) is reported to 
have built a library of four rooms. Its 
relics are scarce discernible; but its Se
cret Archives, first named, were con
tained in three presses and four chests 
of cypress wood. It is well known that 
in these so-caled archives there is hard
ly a document referring to an earier pe- 
priod than the eleventh century; and 
the fact undoubtedy is that about that 
time the whole enterprise of making a 
succession of the Popes from the time 
of St. Peter was being put into execu
tion.

About 1518 the Secret Library is said 
to have been placed in the Castle St. 
Angelo, yet It acquired no' great bulk 
till the time of Paul V (1605-1621). At 
the end of the last century the Secret 
Archives were united with the Vatican 
Library. The one Important find of the 
time of Leo X (1513-1522) was the first 
five books of the “Annals" of Tacitus.

Note by the writer:—Mr. W. Stewart 
Ross has proved that the “Annals ot 
Tacitus” were forged by Poggio Brae- 
clolinl about the year 1429, when the 
first five books appeared. Fifty-three 
years after the death of Poggio the last 
six books appeared, under the auspices 
of his last surviving son. The five in
termediate books have never come to 
light The miscalled "Annals” are now 
prefixed to the “Histories" of Tacitus, 
but are a palpable' misfit. They consti
tute the first sixteen books of the “His-
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torarum,” book xvtl being the first of' 
the genuine “history.” In book IV. oc
curs the celebrated passage concerning 
the burning of -Christians in Rome by 
Nero, an almost exact transcript of a 
like passage found in Sulpiclus Severus, 
a mythical Christian writer assigned to 
the year 400

In conclusion let me correct two mu
tilated passages in my last article. 
They should read as follows:

The weakness ot Hardouln's position 
as a scholar was in maintaining the an
tiquity ot the Vulgate at the same time 
that he denied the antiquity of the writ
ings of the men through which alone 
the Vulgate is known, to us.' .

And a saying is put in the mouth of 
the genial and secular-minded Leo X. 
(1513-1521), “How profitable' to uh the 
fable of Jesus Christ!” ■

• ‘ -: WM. HENRY BURR.
(To be continued:)’ ’■ ' ■
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0
A CRITICAL REVIEW

In The Progressive Thinker some 
(time ago, there was an article writen 

' jby A. J. King, of Hammonton, N. J., in 
(which he asks, "Do spirits control me- 
tyums?” Then he asks again, “Can 

nd do evil disposed spirits control me-

Mrs, Nellie S. Baade, Before an Enthusiastic Audience In 
New Orleans, Replies Most Vigorously to the Brutal 

Attack of Dr. Coburn on Spiritualism.

would" be wrested from him, and said that'he aryl'hls sons 
would die in battle the following day. Ajd the jirophecy

Dr. T. J, Hudson’s Theory of the Sub
jective Mind, , .

was verified to tlie letter in
Moses and Elias, though they had been dead for hundreds

The established habits of feeling and 
thinking are so deeply interwoven into 
our mentality, that unconsciously they

Hud^ays1: ‘"TMri^ TheNew Orleans Picayune says that none of the animosity 
question, and should be settled, or an- | whlch marked the attack of the ministers was indulged lu Dy 
swered. rather, in no uncertain and Mrs. Baade. There was a disposition to be charitable to- 
doubtful way.” I ward the evangelist. Mr. Coburn teaches what he believes

KfS™ “'ESSIE “^ »“;*•-■ ■"— “~ '“•>’«' ■ “*■■ 
investigated Spiritualism. I had at tbat spiritual life and have received messages from the other 
time in the spirit land a father, mother, world, and wHen a man says the spirits of the departed have 
four brothers, two daughters and one I never returned we simply feel that the people ought to know 
X'-S"4'?^ ”1 '■» -“»•“"' “■« •“'■ ”' •“ “• “-™ ••»■ •« 
seance room my father, mother, two though our ideas may differ, still, If, through his teachings,
daughters and two of my brothers came | he can bring men to’a higher plane we bld him godspeed, 
end proved their identity by giving me *rhe highest spiritual truth needs no defense, yet tbe public 
tests which I alone knew to be true. I ।

of years, appeared unto Jesus. 1 , 
listened to their conversation, with the result that Jbey were 
so impressed at to believe themselves oh holy gropnd. On

Peter and Jhmes'aud John direct the ordinary modes of thinking 
tho that ttev were I®4 ^W- Had these habits of feel-

another occasion handwriting appeared on like wall. The 
words spirit, angel and man were used Jilterchtlngeably. 
What was the cause of the writing? Was it' not , it spirit 
from the other world? You will remember readme of th'e 
time when Elijah spoke. Surely men received spiritual mes
sages In that day, just as in this. ■

In the New Testament we read of the appearance of Jesus 
to Saul at Tarsus. Saul was a lawyer; he, fitted.(he name

pose that your friend had in his life
time unconsciously communicated the 
knowledge to your subjective mind, and 
there it lay hidden from your objective 
consciousness until the medium, by vir
tue of her, psychic power read it in your 
soul.” ,

Tills is die loose and illogical manner 
of reasoning based on-the assumption 
of a subjective mind founded on a “You 
may suppose!” The materialization of 
spirits,, their rapid pencil and type
written messages containing matter en
tirely foreign to the mortal who wit
nessed their production—words of from 
600 to 1,000 in a minute in pencil, and 
225 words written on the machine in a 
minute; not once, but continuously in 
matter sufficient to fill hundreds of oc
tavo pages. Also, the execution of life
size portraits in crayon of deceased rel
atives and friends, recognized by those 
to whom they were intended/ and oth
ers who know the persons portrayed in 
earth life. I have seen nearly a hun
dred of these crayon portraits, some of 
them executed for me—among them my 
daughter and grandfather—each done 
in a minute. Besides, beautiful por
traits of ancient spirits in oil on canvas 
frames, done in from flvg, to seven min
utes—each all without pencil or brush, 
and in deep twilight. Those in colors 
would require the work of days to exe
cute by mortal artists.

If anyone can Imagine how these won
derful performances were done, some of 
which—especially the rapid writing- 
no living man could do by "the subject
ive mind of living persons,” he could do 
an inconceivable thing. It anyone 
doubts the veracity of these statements, 
they can be attested by hundreds of wit
nesses if he will take the trouble to In
vestigate them, or get the books Rend
ing the Vail and Bejrond the Vail adver
tised for sale in The Progressive 
(Thinker, he can learn more about tha 
matter.

It Is evident to every thinking mind 
that, taking into consideration tlie gen-

PILES CURED
ON APPROVAL

Don’t Neglect Piles—They Lead 
to the Deadly Dancer. My New ■, 
Three-fold Absorption Treat

ment Promptly Relieves 
liven Most Malignant 

Cases.

ing a foundation on truth; that Is, on 
the facts which arouse them, and to 
which they respond, then! such feelings 
would give rise to true thinking, and 
corresponding acting would result 
therefrom, and be in harmony with the 
feeling that prompted the thinking. 
But if the thoughts that aroused tlie 
feeling were founded on error, the 
thinking would be erroneous, and the 
acting wrong.

The purpose of this article Is to offer 
some friendly criticism on Dr. Hudson’s 
theory of the "subjective mind.” When 
a difficult problem arises. It is easy to 
coin a word for its solution. A school
boy In his efforts to solve an arithmet
ical problem who makes his figures to 
Bult his wishes, finds no difficulty in its 
solution. So Dr. Hudson uses the term 
"subjective mind” to fit his theory. Ev
erything must conform to his concep
tions. That term by its ambiguity cov
ers the mystery, and gives him, as he 
thinks, a fair wind and easy sailing.

It is evident that he, observing the 
rapid advance of Spiritualism and the 
shaky condition of the church, and that 
SpirltualiBm is undermining it, he has 
Bet about working up a scheme to op
pose its claim to truth. The doctrine 
of evolution, meeting with scientific ap
proval, he abandons the Mosaic con
ception of creation, and undertakes to 
make it conform the evolution oLcreax. 
tion with the biblical-account, so as to 
save “Christianity” from the relentless 
grasp of SpirltualiBm, which he fears, 
or did when on earth.

In his last work, The Evolution of the 
Soul, among other'things he has this 
to say:

“Science has at last succeeded in un
raveling the whole mystery, removing 
every phenomenon from the domain of 
superstition and demonstrating that all 
manifestations of whatever nature, pro
ceed from the subjective minds of liv
ing persons. I cannot nqw enter Into 
details; but must content myself with 
saying In the most emphatic manner, 
that all that is mysterious, all that is 
uncanny and diabolical, all that is in
ane and idiotic, all that is false and in
famous, all that transcends reason and 
common sense In psychic phenomena is 
due alone to ignorance ot the funda
mental laws that govern the relation
ship between the body and the soul.”

It is the opinion of some Spiritual
ists, that Dr. Hudson’s works will aid 
the cause of Spiritualism, by exciting 
investigation; and that no truth suffers 
by investigation. This opinion would 
be correct if the people were disposed 
to Investigate; but the fact Is, most peo
ple are satisfied with their opinions on 
this subject; or if anything is desired in 
regard to them, It is to confirm their 
opinions. Public sentiment among all 
classes, favors the idea of church in'flu- 
ence; that its tendency is moral in the 
community, and the people are in no
wise inclined to change their opinion, 
thinking that error is not to be feared 
when truth is free to combat it, and 
that they are exercising free speech

But the fact is very few are willing to 
combat error. This is the case in re
gard to Dr. Hudson’s theory. Spiritual
ism, in his opinion, is “all that is un
canny and diabolical, all that is inane 
and idiotic, all that is false and infa- 
mouB, all that transcends reason and 
bommon sense in psychic phenomena.” 
I give him credit in being honest and 
sincere in his work; but that does not 
help the matter. He thinks tbat Spirit
ualism must be throttled to save the 
church, and he goes about it on the as
sumption of a "subjective mind." .

Sub means under; then there must be 
a superjectfve mind since sub and su
per are antithetical. Otherwise, how 
could he conceive of a subjective mind, 
without implying a superjective mind? 
"Super” means above, over, therefore, 
there must be a mind above, over the 
sub-mind. ’• t

This attempt to explain the phenom
ena of spirit manifestations is a bare 
assumption, and without foundation on 
fact. It Is entertained and approved in 
consequence ot the ignorance of human 
nature by those who embrace so-called 
Christianity. This class of people re
gard Spiritualism as an enemy to the 
church, and anything that combats it is 
hailed as a welcome ally.

It is evident from Dr. Hudson’s writ
Ings, that he has never investigated the 

' subject he so rashly condemns. He as-
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of Jesus because of the good he had done, and* he treated his 
imprisoned followers with cruelty. Then he heard a spir-

should be informed as to the truth we teach. I am pleading 1Vs voJce, none other than Uiat of JesuS/ awJ saw the great 
„________ ________ _ for that higher Spiritualism which frees men and women Hght The others did not understand as did Saul to whom
en, who had passed over at the age of from sorrow. My mission is to teach that there Is no death. U e manifestation was real, and the skeptics have been ex

Truth wears no mask, bows at no. human shrine and asks plaining it away on the ground of hallucination ever since,
no applause, she began. Years ago I began to revolve in my But was not that sufficient proof of the retard of the spirits?

• • ■■ ...... . . . After the physical death of Jesus a materialization of his

I will give you one of the tests that was 
given me by my little daughter Gretcb-
<jU| Wills Hell* o

four years, some two years before this 
seance took place. She said: "Papa,
my under sore Is well now, and I can 1
run just as fast as I ever could, and it I own mind the question of the destiny of the human soul. I 
don’t hurt me one bit." What she I ouly knew tbat j WM a physlcal b^ng Something caused 
three wMksebeforer8he passed over she me to ^^ “d investigate. I was brought to the altar of 
had hurt the bottom part of her foot.J theology, but began to seek further, as do all of those earn-
This she called her under sore; this no | est souls who would solve that greatest of riddles in tbe uni
on® k“®* ,n ^ room h^^L^^v' verse. I came to the conclusion that there was a God, and
self. When she spoke this 1 bad to ex- . , , , ,
plain to the rest of the sitters. They, 1 became a deist I reasoned that the power which had
one and all, said: "That surely ought to I given me existence would take care of me afterwards In the
convince you that it is your daughter, I spirit life. Still later, through Spiritualism, I came to the 
^The next night I went again to this question: D“J» ^ have personality, retain conscious- 
same medium, and about the same sit- I “ess, remember that they lived here and the friends they 
ters, some sixteen in number. At first I left, and do they return to this world? That is the great 
everything seemed to go all right, but it I question we are to consider.
soon to began to lag In interest, there ] under hypnotism we gain control of the faculties of oth

ers. Through suggestion we make those whom we hypno
tize Imagine they realize what we describe to them. Is it a 
stranger thing to force the spirit out of the body for a short 
time and use some other power to give a message which 
shall inspire men to loftier things than the mere common
places of earthly existence? .

In the olden time there lived spiritual seers who taught 
the truth to the people. The Bible is considered sacred as 
the work of God. Yet it is of spiritual benefit only because 
it teaches many how to live. It is made a fetich, ft was 
written by men through spiritual sources by means of sug-

seemed to be something wrong. I re- 1 
ceived several messages from some-one I 
that claimed to be my brother William, 
and also one who claimed to be my 
father, but it did not seem to satisfy 
me. The rest of the sitters all seemed I 
to be satisfied, so 1 said nothing and 
went home with a heavy heart, dlssatls- I 
fled. I had made up my mind to stop 
right there. ’ I

But when I got home I found my wife 
and our youngest married daughter, 
Mrs. Robinson, waiting for mo with a 
written message from every one of our 
friends in spirit life. 1 said, "where 
did you get these from?” My daughter I 
said to me, in a little while after 1 had 1 
left home some one said to her, "Get a 
writing tablet and pencil; we have 
something to tell you.”

My eldest daughter In spirit life came 
and controlled the hand of Mrs. Robin- I 
son. She said, “Cecil (which is her 
given name) you are a slate-writing me
dium. I am your guide. 1 will allow no I 
one to write through you but myself. It 
any one has any message to send, they I 
will tell me; then I will control your 
hand." She said “Tell papa that the 
had spirits have taken charge of the se- I 
ance room, and have drove us all away. 
You know that the majority rules;’this 
is a law that holds good in spirit life 
as well as in the mortal life. This is 
not right, but you know that sometimes 
might makes right.” '

At one other seance some two years 
ago the evil spirits overpowered the 
medium’s guide and took charge of one 
of the trumpets of which there were 
two in the room. They did fool some of 
the investigators but not all. Some
one asked the guide what was wrong. 
He said, "1 am afraid of that man.” 
Someone asked the guide where he was. 
He sai^, 'T am under the stand. 1 am I 
afraid 61 that" big'Indian." The result 
was that the guide closed the seance.

Mr. King says, “1 might rest the case 
here as having proved that no evil splr- 

1 Its can control a moral and well dis
' posed medium.” They overpower the 

medium’s guide and then Impersonate 
the guide. It is as my spirit daughter 
said, sometimes might makes right. 
How is a medium to know this change 
of control only by thejidvice they give; 
a good spirit will give good advice and 
use proper language, while a bad spirit 
will give the opposite. Like produces 
like. Mr. King says, "two spirits can 
not occupy the same body at the same 
time.” Did not Jesus cast seven devils 
out of Mary Magdalene? What is a 
devil but a bad spirit? Did be not cast 
out a legion of them that were in the 
man that lived in the tombs, which en- 
tefed into tbe herd of swine? Is it not 
alsojwritten that when the evil spirit is 
gonsput of a man it waJIceth through 
dry places and seeketh rest and finding 
none it saith, “I will go back and enter 
into the house that 1 came out of"? It 
goeth and findeth the house swept and 
garnished. (He finds the house occu-

spirit appeared to 500 people. Several times he appeared 
and spoke to those who saw him, just as the spirits of those 
who have passed into the spirit life have returned during 
the past decade. When the disciples were on their way to 
Emmaus, Jesus appeared to them and then vanished. Once 
as a materialized spirit he ate and drank wltli'them. At the 
sepulcher an angel, or a spirit, appeared. John saw a spirit 
at Patmos, and when-he wrote a spirit Inspired shim. What 
are all of these Incidents, taken from the Bible itself, but so 
many proofs of Spiritualism? .

During the past fifty-six years thousands have witnessed 
the same demonstrations. Narrow creeds ■ and denomina
tions presume to save the world by belief, but we who be
lieve in Spiritualism teach but one creed: that the world is 
our country, and to do good is our religion. To love God in 
spirit and in truth Is our,teaching. There is nothing higher 
than the spirit. There & a thing greater than the soul of 
man, and so the spirits of the departed come back to tlpeak 
to men because they love them. We teach that each man 
must work out his own salvation. If we live rightly and 
seek to unfold our spiritual powers we may see the light and 
hear tbe voices of comfort.

Jesus was persecuted because of this revelation which 
came to him. Hip wonderful power came because he devel-

gestlon. These men reasoned from effect to cause. They oped the highest spirit power within him. He prayed to his
saw the beauty of nature and felt the aspirations of their 
own souls, and they believed that there must be a God of life 
and love. ,

So it is to-day. The lowest man or woman is always in
spired in some degree by the beauty of the flower, and if 
they think at all they believe it is the handiwork ot God. 
Man, seeing these things, has felt that there is something 
outside of this life. He has seen his loved ones pass away, 
and he has asked himself: "Ib death the end of it all? 
Where Is this spirit which I have known? Has it ceased to 
be, or Is it in another world from whence it will never re
turn?" Superstitious, he has ascribed to the supernatural 
that which he could not understand. There are some things 
which have always been beyond the understanding of men, 
but all so-called superstitions are no longer so when properly 
explained by natural or by spiritual laws.

The Bible is a record of the thought and history of the 
people of that far-off time before the coming of Jesus. It 
shows that men were just as anxious to consult spirits as 
now. In stead of finding their own solution of outside phe
nomena the people thought It easier and, perhaps, more sat
is factory, to seek the Spiritualist. As a consequence, there 
was a law against consulting spirits. How did this neces
sity for a Jaw arise If these things did not exist? Spirits

Heavenly Father for assistance and received spiritual reve
lation, and because he did so the orthodox said that It was 
the work of the devil, just as the ministers here have said 
that the work of Spiritualists is the work of the devil. 
Which is the infidel—the person who accepts the teachings 
of Jesus, and sees the man who developed his spiritual life 
to a wonderful power, or the so-called Christian churches 
who teach formalism, and not spirituality, as,the necessary 
step for the saving of the human soul? Thousands have 
been brought to live upon a higher plane because Of spirit
ualism. '.

Persecution has ever followed anything strange.apd new. 
When printing was invented, the priesthood said It was the 
work of the devil, and so we have the “printer’s devil." And 
yet to-day, with this same devil, they are printing tlie Bibles 
which are sent to the so-called heathen. Hailey discovered 
the circulation of the blood, and they said he ought to lose 
his life for teaching such a preposterous theory. Galileo 
taught the rotundity of the earth. The priesthood,and the 
ecclesiastics condemned him also, and he was obliged to 
recant. Which has triumphed now ? ' Truth needs ho mar
tyrs. . o' z"'

Those who live spiritual Ilves gather, around tb^ higher 
spiritual influences-which aid them.. .Washington/was so

are prejudiced against it to fortify their 
opinions, the works of Dr. Hudson oper
ate as a serious impediment to the ad
vance of the spiritual cause. Lt is much 
to be regretted that our writers and 
speakers are so silent on a subject of 
so vast an importance to humanity.

His works have the prestige of sci
ence, and that goes far to influence the 
minds of those who put implicit confi
dence in writers who claim to be scien
tific. There is no science of mind 
founded on a basis upon which physical 
science rests; that is, on the forces 
which are revealed by the phenomena 
to which they give rise—the relation of 
cause and effect; for effects (facts) are 
the only revelators of knowledge; that 
is of science. In all so-called mental 
science we have speculative theories 
only as a basis, and since no two agree, 
it Is plain that they all are not founded 
on truth: and as all are speculative, it 
is reasonable to conclude that all are 
alike, baseless.

The church halls with delight Dr. 
Hudson's works and his readers have 
implicit confidence In all he says. We 
do not realize the vast influence the 
work Is exerting. It affords a pillar to 
support error, and enables the enemies 
of Spiritualism ready means to accom
plish their work.

E. J. SCHELLHOUS.

n m .. l,Uea and t'Onsiipa*
^^^' M- D ■ LL D Ei- Don, making the 

w Msdlcil Unlverill; ci Ohio, cure permanent. If 
toller Medical Specialist; ErSur- you have piles, or 
geon, U. S, Army. the itching.burning
., or heavy feeling,

which shows tbat the dreaded disease is coming, 
it will cost you nothing to try my remedy, and 
one dollar Ik little to pay if cured. Send no money 
-only your name- to the Dr. Van Vleck Co., 
X021 Majestic Bldg., Jackson, Michigan.
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were certainly seen In that time as well as now. David, used. There are thousands who admit the truth Cf Spirit- 
Solomon, Isaiah, Jacob, Rachel doubted immortality. Jacob, ualism, but I do not admit it because it is looted upon as 

something new and because they are not willing to sacrificewhen he saw his son dead, said he was not. Others in the 
Old Testament also doubted the existence of a hereafter. 
Yet these contradictions but prove that they differed as the 
modern world does today on this great question. Dr. Coburn 
dogmatically, closes the door between the two worlds, as 
others in that olden time did.

I have but to call to mind the incident in regard to Saul

their convictions. There are counterfeits in Spiritualism. 
People do not counterfeit pennies, and so they do not coun
terfeit that which is not worth while. They sell their souls 
for money that they may live. Perhaps they may imagine 
they may repent at the eleventh hour, but the higher Spirit
ualism teaches that such a repentance is worthless. The

to prove this. By order of the King all of those who saw5 blood of Jesus cannot save any man. If we have done a
spirits were banished from the land, and yet when he was in 
trouble and thought that God had gone from him, he ex
pressed a desire to visit the woman at Endor. He disguised 
himself and went there. She became clairvoyant, told him 
he was the King, and asked him why he disguised himself. 
Samuel, who had been dead' many, years, appeared to him 
and brought others who had lived. Such manifestations in 
those days brought the belief that the spirits of the departed 
were gods. They came up out'of the earth, They material
ized. He told the woman that he could get no message from 
the soothsayers and astrologer^, and he wished to know the 
outcome of his troubles. She fold him that his kingdom

wrong we must right it As we live the spiritual life here 
in this world, so shall we live in the after world, the spirits 
have told us. None can work out salvation except through 
the development of his spiritual power. One soul is as near 
to eternity as another. No church has a monopoly on. truth, 
and we are not to be saved by a mere acquiescence in a be
lief. We must live spiritually to be spiritual. We are 
placed here in the school of life, and here we are to work out 
our salvation. “Heaven is within you,” said Christ, who 
taught the grandest Spiritualism and who himself returned 
to this world and was in himself a sufficient refutation of the 
statement of Dr. Coburn. . ’

seven other spirits with him worse . .
than he is himself; they enter in, and TRUMPET SEANCE, posely, they assist these tricksters to deceive them-
tbe last state of that man is worse than ( selves as well as others.

. SuntoJ you Fspeak' not^myseii I a v m , ^ot long ago I attended a trumpet seance that was
but tbe Father that dwelieth in me he I “Tests’ That Were in No Wise Such—A Plea for clearly a fraud from beginning to end, and I saw how 

doeth the works.” is this not proof ’ Common Sense to Be Exercised. thoughtlessly Spiritualists and others assisted the me-
^at2odsIrPirlt’tor 'nntnre^Qt^h8' dium (?) to carry out the deception.
God himself was his control? St.John) --------- -rm... x •
4;24. God is a spirit, has he not got I Whenever the trumpet would give some name, as
as good a right to control a mortal as I To the Editor:—I see so many exposures of fraudu- John, or Mary, or father or mother, some one would 
any other good spirit—at least i think ]ent mediums with the'details of their trickery, that I say, “Is that you, father?” “Is that you, mother?”
bo. Did no\?esa8 God’s I begin to wonder if there is such a thing as a genuine “Is that you, sister Mary?” and the trumpet would
cupy the same temple or house at foe I medium; and I am impressed with the fact that un-. answer (always in a hoarse whisper, and always the 
same time. Are not the same natural less Spiritualists everywhere rise up and stamp out same tone whether man or child), “Yes, yes. I am so
laws in force now that were in vogue at these frauds and unprincipled tricksters, the cause of glad to be here,” etc. -
the time Christ the medium was on | a„;,^t„oi;orn ;o Rnnmorl tn an Jo-urn into nttor Aiacrraoo “ Well, I am glad to have you come. Is sister Sarah 

with you?”earth? Does not the same conditions 
produce the same results now as then? 
If not. why not?

J. F. KREMBELINE.
Kenton, Ohio.

trumpet Seance,

Spiritualism.is doomed to go down into utter disgrace 
and oblivion. No cause, no religion, no philosophy,
however grand or true, can stand under such a mount
ain of fraud. I believe there are thousands, and tens 
of thousands of good and intelligent people who

wants Skeptics to Explain. would gladly believe in Spiritualism, if they were not 
Will some of our friends who say met at every turn by fakes, impostors, tricksters and 

there is no such thing as genuine ma-1 humbugs of every description. Everyone of these un- 
terialiation explain what is here given? princinled impostors should be sent to the penitenti- 
believer In, or even an investigator of I arY> ^ ^ some of the worst ones should get into 
Spiritualism. I Judge Lynch’s court-they would scarcely get justice.

One night I sat in my room which I j regard them as the most Contemptible set of crimi- 
-.^nUf«\e?nOfn^ /nd^n nf^n I nals in the whole catalogue, and it is the duty of Spir- 

- ^ - - . ... p I itualists everywhere to drive them out of business.

Clear your decks of these humbugs,, “peacefully if 
you can, forcibly if you must.” Let there be a “se
cret service department running through all societies,

Sight appeared a form much like my I 
ether’s. With his left hand he stroked I 
us long grey whiskers, and the act was 
tne which had been his habit in earth I 
ife. The form stood there, I should I 

say, a minute, and then-disappeared, I 
•' About three or four weeks after this I 
I'attended a seance, and the third form I 
to appear was the same one. It ad
vanced to the center of the room and 
stood before me, and in plain view of 
15 or 20 others. After standing there a 
few moments, it dematerialized where it 
stood.

_ The same evening another form, 
" clothed In white, came up as if through 

the floor, about three feet away ff&m 
the turtains, and taking my hand wrote ■ 
my mother’s first name.. .After.remain
ing in full view of qll in^he room for a 
few.moments, the form faded away, ap
parently through the floor.
• Now this took place in a private resi
dence, not the home of the medium, and 
jthe dining-room which was used as the 
cabinet contained only the ordinary fur
niture of such rooms. .

Our skeptic friends might say. the 
first appearance in my room was a trick 
of. the imagination, but a room full of 
people would not use my .eyes. -' - )

• W- G. ANTHONY. 
JJjdar Rapids, Iowa.

all state and national associations, to the end that all 
frauds when discovered shall be at once reported to 
all societies in the United States and Canada, by “un
derground telephone.” But I am forced to say that 
Spiritualists are responsible to some extent for the 
success of these “fakes,” and indirectly, but not pur-

‘ ‘ Yes. She says tell you she is happy. ’ ’ ,
In this way it was easy for the medium to keep up 

satisfactory (?) tests. With few exceptions the peo 
pie gave the “clue” to the medium. I purposely die 
the same, in part, hut when ! or any one else woulc 
put a direct question the answer was always evasive 
or totally wrong; but as long as we nibbled atthe bait 
everything ran smoothly. ai c m

When the trumpet would say: “JohiL” ‘‘John,” 
and we would say, “John who?” or “‘^hatyJohn?” 
the trumpet would say, “You know. jxYoni knew 
me in earth life. I am so glad to be here?” et& But 
if any one was persistent to make him tell byname, 
the trumpet would say, “Well, I must g^Goo^ bye.”

Now, let me say to all Spiritualists and to alt inves
tigators'’: Frame your questions in such fifiaintfer as to 
give ho clew to the medium as to what an§We?l;o give. 
When .'these spirits go to ‘‘beating about, the9biSh,” 
and fishing for a clew, and cannot proceed?without the 
desired “bait,” you can depend upon it, that th'e thing 
^ fake.. SU^CR^ER.

'Softly the breeze steals, through ■ the 
- leaves' . ' .■ - . (

And whispers a fond good-night;
The swallows fly home to their nestling 
' eaves- . •

To Bleep till the day dawns bright. 
Each little bluebell droops its head. 
... With a good-night kiss from.-the bee; 
While a whispered good-night from the 

roses.red
Is wafted to baby and. me.

So sleep softly, sleep, till-morning light! 
-Good-night, baby mine! ’good-hight! .
Sbftly the breeze steals in from the 
' '" s west ’"-■-■ •’•.•'" ■ ■

Kissing the flowers as they go to rest; 
While each little baby bird nestles Its 
■i .’- head ' ’ . ■ ■
And falls nsleep in each downy bed. 
Gently I rock her . cradle deep . 
While mother’s darling ib fast asleep, 
And the nightingale trills high up in 

the tree . < ■> .
A good-night song to baby and ine.
For angels are watching till morning 

Good-night, baby mine! good-night!
.. .. —Percy H.'Trotman.

: "Death Defeated; or the Psychic Be- 
cret of How to Keep Young." -By J.-M. 
Peebles, M. D4 M. A., Ph. D. Prtoa &

"The Spiritual Significance, or. Death 
as an Event in Life.”, Bj? Lilian Whit
ing. One of Miss Whiting's most sug- 
gestlve, intensely interesting, spiritual 
books. It is laden with rich, thought
ful spirituality. For sale at this office. 
Price Ji. • ; .

Spiritism and Mrs. Leonora E. Piper, 
and Dr. Thomson J. Hudson’s Theories 
in Regard to It By Ex-judge Abram 
H. ■ Dailey. Demonstrates' futility and 
Inadequacy of Hudson’s explanations of 
spiritual phenomena. Price 25 cents. 
■ "Bpirltm ®as®>: tor the Dec.« W. 
des, Camp-- ;..: jB'and Other Bplrit. 
caustic ■ OatheringB.” 3

sumes that roan has two minds; what 
he calls the subjective mind and the ob
jective mind. Let ub examine this mat
ter. All words that express quality or 
kind, are antithetical; as good Implies 
bad; right, wrong; high, low; crooked, 
straight, etc. "Ob” means in front of, 
before, against; and “jecio,” to throw. 
An object is "something about which 
any power or faculty is employed, or 
something apprehended or presented to 
the mind by sensation or imagination. 
That to which the mind is directed for 
accomplishment or attainment.” (Web
ster.) Then how can there be an ob
jective mind? Mind acts; the object 
does not. A subjective mind would 
mean subject to something not Itself— 
for a thing cannot subject itself to it
self. If man has two minds they can 
not harmonize no more than things ob
jective and subjective, can harmonize. 
His theory dissolves into an invisible 
mist when analyzed, and has no bearing 
on the subject.

Dr. Hudson tells us that “science has 
at last succeedd In unraveling the whole 
mystery, removing the whole mystery.” 
That is, that “all manifestations of 
whatever name or nature proceed from 
the subjective mind." All manifesta
tions of whatever name or nature. I 
presume he means mental manifesta
tions. That leaves nothing for the “ob
jective mind” to do. And yet he tells 
us that the “subjective mind” is uncon
scious, as will be seen a little further 
on. That is to say, all mental opera
tions are unconsciously tarried on! 
Such is the logical deduction of ’ this 
wonderful theory! .

■ But all-sweeping as it Ib, it does not 
take into consideration the most import
ant of the spiritual phenomena—that of 
materialization—now becoming so com
mon. Dr. Hudson admits the fact of 
telepathy, and attempts to explain the 
phenomena of the higher spirit manifes
tations by it, in this way: “When a me
dium tells you of a circumstance in 
your own life, or in the life of a depart
ed friend which you never confided to a 
living person, you say, ‘that is telep
athy; she reads it in your mind’; but 
if the medium should give a message 
from your departed friend to the effect 
that before his death, he had hidden in 
a particular spot a certain sum of 
money which he intended tor you, but 
which he was unable to give you be
cause at the time of his death you were 
absent; and if you should afterwards 
find the exact pum in the spot indi
cated, you might And It difficult to ac
count tor the medium’s knowledge. 
Yet it Ib easily accounted tor by the 
fact that intimate friends are in tele-, 
pathlo communion' with each other un
consciously. In this case, we may sup-

While mediums are in agony from be
ing called takes and frauds, we may 
calmly consider who were gods to sev
eral nations of mankind? All tbe gods 
of China appear to have been persons 
now called dead. Ancestral worship, or 
honor, may be said in a sense to have 
made all dead men gods.

Temples are erected with the consent 
of the Emperor, to men who while liv
ing had In various ways distinguished 
themselves. It is possible to say that 
any one of these men may become in 
evolution of mankind the chief of the 
national gods. There is evidence that 
the Chinese have had many gods. Na
ture worship has its place with the 
Chinese.

With a clear and true idea about the 
gods, fear of God and gods and Satan 
and Devil should pass away. The 
shape of some of the ancient gods 
would be called freaks If they were in 
bodily form among us. Spirits of all 
these gods may come now among us, 
the same as they came In ancient times. 
These may influence, control and ob
sess Christians and others Ignorant of 
Spiritism and Spiritualism. Good spir
its, good gods, may have a duty to per
form though mankind, put their bodies 
in prisons for insane persons and other 
prisons. Of old it was said:
“Worship the gods as if they came. 
But if you don't it's all the same.
Worship the gods as if they were there, 
But if you worship not, the gods don't 

care.”
An historian about China informs me 

that Buddhism swallowed Taoism, Tao
ism swallowed Confucianism, but at 
last Confucianism swallowed Buddhism 
and Taoism, thus the three religions 
are one. Ancient and modern Chinese 
knew about good, evil and ignorant spir
its, as also did the ancient Egyptians.

Spiritists and Spiritualists should 
teach clearly and wisely to physicians 
the facts about spirits influencing, con
trolling and obsessing mankind. Bos
ton is near Yale, Harvard and Welles
ley colleges, therefore it is a good 
place to clearly proclaim the facts.

At present we have a Protestant 
bigot for Police Commissioner, and an 
Irish Roman Catholic for Mayor, but 
these may be educated.

AURIN F. HILL.

Build high, O human architect!
Thy soul can span the space

That intervenes between that height
And thy despairing face!

Build high, nor fear thy hands too 
weak,

Nor feel thyself too small, 
To answer to the voice that speaks,

Respondent to thy call.

In every living thing;
Wed not thy soul unto the clods. 

But rise on aspirant wing;
Until the harmony of the spheres, 

Within thy soul shall mate;
With all thy doubts and hopes 

fears - 
Translated into fate.

Build high, for yonder star that leads 
Thy captive soul away,

Is but a part of life that feeds. 
The universe to-day.

Bound in this chain of endless life, 
Why dwarf thy soul with fear, 

When in some fairer world than this 
Thy star shall re-appear.

MARY WEBB-BAKER.
Spartansburg, Pa. •

8TUDIES IN THE OUTLYING FIELDS 
OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE.

This work essays to utilize and ex
plain the vast array of facts in its field 
of research by referring them to a com
mon cause, and from them arise to the 
laws and conditions ot Man’s spiritual 
being. Third edition. Price 75 cents.

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES.
In this story the scenes are laid on 

earth, and In the spirit world, present
ing the spiritual philosophy and the 
real life of spiritual beings. All ques
tions which arise on that subject are 
answered. Price, 50 cents.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT AND 

THE SPIRIT WORLD
English edition. Price, JI.

THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF 
MAN.

Containing the latest investigations 
and discoveries, and a thorough presen
tation ot this interesting subject. Eng
lish edition. Price Ji.
THE SECRETS OF THE CONVENT. 

OF THE SACRED HEART.
This book was written for an object, 

and has been pronounced equal in its 
exposure of the diabolical methods of 
Catholicism to "Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”

HERESY, OR LED TO THE LIGHT.
A thrilling psychological story of 

evangelization and free thought. It is 
to Protestantism what "The Secrets ot 
the Convent" is to Catholicism. Price, 
30 cents.

How to investigate. How to form 
circles, and develop and cultivate me
diumship. Names of eminent Spiritual
ists. Their testimony. Eight-page 
tract for mission work. Singles copies, 
5 cents; 100 for JI.25.

By Emma Rood Tuttle. This volume 
contains the best peoms of the author, 
and some ot the best popular songs with 
the music by eminent composers. The 
poems are admirably adapted for recita
tions. 225 pages, - beautifully bound. 
Price JI.

THE LYCEUM GUIDE.
For the home, the lyceum and socie

ties. A manual of physical, intellectual 
and spiritual culture. By Emma Rood 
Tuttle. A book by the aid of which a 
progressive lyceum, a spiritual or lib
eral society may be organized and con
ducted without other assistance. Price, 
50 cents; by the dozen, 40 cents. Ex
press charges unpaid. '<

For humane education, with plan of 
the Angell Prize Oratorical Contests. 
By Emma Rood Tuttle. Price, 25.cents.

All books sent postpaid. Address

The Influence of the Zodiac Upon 
Human Life,

"Socfal Upbuilding, Including Co-op
erative Systems and the Happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humanity." By E. D. 
Babbitt, LL. D., M. D. ..This comprises 
the last part of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For sale 
nt this office.

'Tho Light of Egypt” Volumes 1 
and 2. An occult library in Itself, a 
text-book of ' esoteric knowledge as 
taught by Adepts of Hermetic Philoso
phy. Price d per volume. For sals at



To oo (jooDj.BE^bjjj 
The FteOGiotwH

Our New Premium Book
THE

Great Debate
Between

KEV. MOSES HULL
, AND

FROF.W.FJftMIESON

TIIE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
Published Every Saturday at 40 Loomis Street,

J. R. FRANCIS, Editor and Proprietor

Entered nt the Chicego Poehtllci It Secood-Claee Hatter

TERMS OP SUBSCRIPTION:
Tae PnooiiEBSivB Tuikitbk will bo furnished 

mull further notice al the following terms, In
variably lu advance:
Ono Year... 
Six Months.
Thirteen Weeks..............................
Stogie Copy.................... ................

REMITTANCES:

it oo 
50cts 
25c is
Oota

Remit by Postoffice Money order, Registered 
Leiter or Draft on Chicago or New York. 11 
costs from 10 to 15 cents to get cheeks cashed on 
local banks, so do not send them unless you 
wish that amount deducted from tho amount 
sent. Address all letters to J. It FRANCIS, 40 
Loomis Street, Chicago, lib

TAKE NOTICE,
gTAi tho expiration ot subscription, It not re

newed, the paper la discontinued. No bills 
will besom tor extra numbers.

tsnr you do not receive your paper promptly 
write us, and any errors in address will be 
promptly corrected, and missing numbers 
supplied gratis.

|37“Whenever you desire tho address of your 
paper .changed, always give the address of 
the place to which it has been going or the 
change cannot ba mode.

TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
The price of The Progressive Thinker 

per year to foreign countries is 32. ,

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1904.

HUDSON TUTTLE.

Edltor-at-Large for the National Spirit
ualist Association.

Mr. Tuttle has been engaged to an
swer aB attacks in the secular or relig
ious press on Spiritualism. Send him 
clippings when e i attack Is made, giv
ing date and name of paper. Address 
him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

Amana of Spiritualism
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VISION SAVED IT. "That was done in an instant. She 
By 

on;
 paid off and gathered headway.

and Prevented Wreck Was at Home j saw a jj^ on ,y"e bow ^ iiear(j a
—J. A. Webster of Castine Tells man paS8 tht> word'aft 
Story of How He Prevented an Accl-

and of those who "dishonor their rea
son” with the “loathsome abominations 
of Spiritualism.” He cannot truthfully 
refer to a single name. Spiritualism 
teaches the opposite. It Is because 
Spiritualists believe in the modern 
manifestations that they accept those 
of the Bible, which are thus explained 
and harmonized and cease to be mira
cles. The good bishop is angry—very 
angry because the great thinkers of the 
race do not come to the priests for in- 
structibn as in olden time. He has no 
evidence against any one, and hence re
sorts to the cheap tricks of epithet and 
misrepresentation. Fortunately the 
day has passed when a priest in his 
pulpit was looked on as a divine mouth
piece, and was able to set his hearers 
on the heels of heretics and “witches,” 
like a pack of ravenous wolves!

From the Antipodes.
"The Message of Life” Ib a 

monthly published at Levin,
bright 
Mana-

watu, New Zealand. From it we learn 
that there are active spiritual societies 
in nearlyrall the important towns in 
that far-away country. Nothing illus
trates the unity of the spiritual move
ment more than the perfect accordance 
in fundamental teachings of the spirit 
intelligences among all people and in 
all countries.

A more compact and clean statement 
of those principles is rarely found, 
than in an editorial in a recent number 
of this journal, from which the follow
ing is a quotation:

"First and foremost, our movement is 
a religious movement; for, like every 

I other religious movement it deals with 
' a continuity of life after the change 
called death.

"It is a scientific movement, because 
it deals with the great truths relating to 
life, not only on Uiis physical plane of 
existence, but also in the realm of 

. spirit after the soul has thrown off the 
1 physical body, testing and proving the

dent by a Premonition Which He Had.
Capt. J. A. Webster, one of the best 

known Castne mariners, has written 
the Commercial an interesting experi
ence of a thrilling incident in his early 
sea-going days which will be of general 
interest not only because of the stirring 
adventure with which it has to do but 
also on account of the occultness of the 
happening. This is Capt. Webster’s 
tale:

To the Editor of the Commercial:
I shipped on board of a vessel called 

the Grand Turk, commanded by Capt. 
John P, Nichola, in Searsport in 1842. 
She was what they called a brigantine, 
full rig brig forward, fore and aft main 
sail on the main mast with top sail and 
top gallant sail, with high quarter deck 
for cabin, steerage for the sailors in the 
forward end, rail from main deck about 
three feet high.

"I was 22 years old. In the winter of 
1843, went to New Orleans for a load 
of molasses for New York, with deck
load of hogsheads on deck as far for
ward as the fore rigging, came down 
the river into the gulf of Mexico, The 
second day out the wind came around 
dead ahead and blew fresh southwest, 
Had to put her on the wind to beat out. 
In the afternoon the wind blew south 
and we had to take In all the light sails 
and put her under snug sail for night. 
There was quite a little sea making up. 
Night camo on and it was quite dark. 
It was my watch below from 8 to 12 
and I was pretty sleepy.

"The first thing that I knew, I heard 
my name called in a quick, sharp voice. 
I jumped out of my bunk, poked my 
head out of the companionway. Tho 
captain was on deck talking with the 
mate. It was something unusual for 
him to be on deck In the night. I says: 
'What is wanted?’ The captain said, 
‘Nothing. It is only 11 o’clock.'

"I says, 'Somebody has called me.’ 
"He says, ‘Oh, no; go below.’
"I went below and turned in again. 

Just got into a drowse and I heard my 
name called loud again, ‘James, James.*

“There was no mistake this time. I 
knew my mother’s voice. It was very 
dark in our room. As soon as I opened 
my eyes I saw the image of my mother 
as plain as could be with a terrible look 
of fear and grief on her face, standing 
at the foot of tho steps of the compan
ionway. She looked at me then point
ed her hand way off to the windward on 
the starboard bow as we were on that 
tack, and vanshed instantly.

“I started upon the run, barefooted 
and bareheaded over the deckload and 
up the fore rigging about 25 feet. I 
could hear a sound resembling thunder 
in the distance. I did not seem to feel 
nervous or excited. The sound kept 
growing louder, then I knew very well 
there was a vessel coming for us and it 
was pretty dark.

“Presently I could see the water 
foaming under her bow and sparkling 
like diamonds and could see the dim 
outlines ot a big vessel coming right for 
us. She would have struck us right be
tween the two masts or near the main
mast. As soon as 1 could see what it 
was best to do I halloed as loudly as I 
could to the man at the wheel, ‘hard up 
your helm, for God’s sake; ease off on 
the main sheet.'

The Ship Sped By.
“The stilb 'swung to, the jibs rattled 

in the windland I.icould hear men talk-
Ing and cou|$ see several lights on board 
and by that'tiinoAye were pretty well 
out of her way. This was all done in 
less time tlta it trikes to write it. Then 
I came down and went aft and found all 
hands on deck asking questions and no
body to answer them. The captain 
says: 'Webster, what does all this 
mean?’ I says: T don’t know, sir.’ He 
says: ‘How come you to go forward and 
go up' into the rigging?’ I said I did 
not know what I was doing until I found 
myself up there.

“The mate says: ‘You seem to know 
pretty well what to do after you got 
there.’ I said , that was the only thing 
that I could do to save the vessel. Then 
there was lots of other talk and com
ments that have nothing to do with my 
story and when we had talked the mat
ter all over it was 12 o’clock. They all 
went below but it was my watch and I 
took the wheel.

“This was tiie last day of February. 
We arrived in New York on the 17th 
day of March. It was a fine day with 
a fair wind, The captain and the mate 
were walking' the quarter deck. The 
captain asked me all about how I hap
pened to come ouj. In the night and go 
up aloft to see that vessel coming onto 
us. He said he had thought of that a 
great deal. Then I told him the whole 
story,how my mother appeared to me 
and pointed to the windward and then 
vanished. Then I thought something 
was the matter and I went to see if 1 
could see what it was. The captain 
said that Is tho most marvelous thing 
that he ever heard of.

“The mate says: ‘Them that are born 
to be hung will never be drowned.'.

“The captain says: ‘Ain't that rather 
hard on Mr. Webster after he has saved 
the vessel and all our lives.'

" T guess he can stand that all right,’ 
answered the mate.

The Story at Home.
“In the summer I came home and my 

folks were nil delighted to see me. 
Mother said she never expected to see 
me again. Then she told me how she 
dreamed that she saw a great ship com
ing that was going to down our vessel 
and it scared- her almost to death. 
Father said she called my name out 
several times In 'her sleep. At last she 
jumped out of bed, swinging her arms 
around calling my name as loud as she 
could holler. ,,

" T thought that she was crazy,’ Bald 
my father. T jumped out of bed, caught 
her and White her up. She was terri
bly frightened.’ ri asked them when 
this happened.

"They told m^-tbat It was the last 
day of February.’ They said that night 
they had the greatest storm they had 
had for the winter. It snowed and 
blowed fearfully,^ Then l told them of 
my experience on board of the vessel. 
They thought it was the most wonder
ful thing that thby had-ever heard of. 
Now this Is all true just as it happened. 
There is ap llclion about it. All of this 
is just as mysterious tp me as the wire
less telegraph and just as fresh in my 
mind as the day-jit took place 61 years 
ago. ... J. A, .WEBSTER.

Castine, Mtu eh. 1,0, 1904.
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A Manual of Spiritual Science and existence of independent spirits by ev- 
। ery critical test known to science.
| “It is a natural religion, because it 
knows no miracles and deals with all-

Philosophy.

Do you wish to assist in the publica
tion of a revised edition of this book? 
If so, by subscribing tor It now, you will 
receive a copy at less price than it will 
be sold for after publication. Price not 

until the took is ready for de-desired until the book is ready for 
livery. Please send your address 
once if you desire to assist.

320 octavo pages, finely bound
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truths strictly in accordance with nat
ural laws.

“It is philosophical, because it 
searches into the reason and nature of 
things and Investigates phenomena, as
signing causes for their existence.

“It is a spiritual religion, because it Is 
based on the idea of universal spirit
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BABY BROWN.

Paranoiacs and Paranoiacs,
Dr. D. R. Brower, for ten years super

intendent of . the Virginia state asylum 
for the insane, and for several years In
structor in nervous diseases at Ruth 
Medical College, Chicago, declared re
cently In Judge Honore’s ' court, that 
Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy, John Alexander 
Dowie, and Mohammed were Insane 
persons, or paranoiacs.

As stated by the Inter Ocean:
Dr. Brower’s assertion that the lead

ers of the Christian Science and Zion 
cults are irresponslbles was made while 
he testified in the case of Michael Cur-' 
ran a wealthy liquor dealer seeking 
freedom from the Lake Geneva sanita- 
Hum on the ground that he Ib illegally 
detained as an insane man. Dr. Brower 
declared on the faith of his thirty-five 
years’ pf study that neither Mrs. Eddy 
nor “Dr.” Dowie is sqne.

In Curran’s behalf it had been urged 
that the man had until his conviction 
for insanity attended regularly to his 
business of managing two saloons. Dr. 
Brower responded that nothing could 
be judged from that fact, as in cases of 
paranoia many persons have been 
known to have successfully conducted 
business for years after insanity seized 
them. . _

“Two figures of promlnence'in Amer
ican life to-day are insane," said Dr. 
Brower. "They are Mary Baker Eddy 
and ‘Dr.’ Dowie. Neither is responsible 
tor what he or she does. In my opinion 
they are well developed cases of para
noia.

“It is not unusual for paranoiacs to 
transact their business for years with 
success. Only in the1 enthusiasm with 
which they advance their delusions do 
they evince their Insanity.

"In the case of ‘Dr.’ Dowie he has lost 
bis Identity. He is no longer Dowie, 
but Elijah III. In Mrs. Eddy’s case her 
insanity is shown from her expansive 
ideas of her importance in the world as 
a teacher of religion. To students of 
nervous disorders, versed in the history 
of paranoiacal research, there can be no 
doubt that both the persons I have 
mentioned are insane.

“Mohammed was, in my opinion, a 
pronounced paranoiac. Other figures 
in history may be cited as suffering 
from paranoia."

Prior to declaring tbe religious lead
ers Insane, Dr. Brower cited the case 
of Mark Gray Lyons as an instance in 
the history of Chicago where an Insane 
man has successfully conducted hls 
business affairs for years. Lyons be
came noted as having attempted to kill 
Edwin Booth on the stage of a Chicago 
theater many years ago by shooting at 
him with a revolver from a gallery. 
Gray’s dementia took the form that he 
was Booth’s son, and when the latter 
denied him he attempted to kill Booth. 
Dr. Brower said Gray later success
fully conducted a banking business, but 
never recovered his sanity.

From all these cases, as well as from 
hls study ot paranoia, Dr. Brower said 
nothing could be told as to Curran’s 
sanity from his ability to conduct his 
business properly. He said he believed 
the man under examination oetore the 
court a sufferer from Insanity.

The trial results from the attempt of 
Thomas Curran to secure control of the 
estate of Michael Curran. Because he 
exhibited a spirit of generosity and “al
ways was feeling first rate," attorneys 
tried to prove him insane. ■

The Chicago Chronicle seizes upon 
Dr. Brower's pronouncement as a text 
applicable to W. J. Bryan, who, it sdys, 
"continues carrying about hls free-sil
ver pet long after its death and decay,” 
hence is a paranoiac. The esteemed 
OhWnlclb, BbWevef, cannot be called an 
impartial judge in this matter, Being it
self afflicted with paranoia in the form 
of chronic antl-Bryanlsm.

Surely there are paranoiacs and para
noiacs, and types of them may be dis
cerned in the class of respected persons 
who evince a high degree of intelli
gence and sound judgment in matters 
ot earthly interest and business, and 
yet cling with a death-grip to the hor
rible and wicked dogmas of an effete 
theology morally dead and stinking. Is 
not this paranoia, strongly developed?

And what shall we say of those who 
dishonor the name>a'nd office of spirlt- 
ual mediums, using the same to de
fraud, and for purposes of • vice and 
blackmail?

What can we say of those who, when 
fraud has been exposed, .still persistent
ly defend and uphold the fakes, and 
condemn those who expose them? 
What is it but a species of paranoia?

And, would It be strange If It should 
eventually turn out that the esteemed 
Dr. Brower himself is a paranoiac—on 
the subject of paranoia? „

It is plain that his theory, reduced to 
law and legal practice, can be made to 
work great injury and injustice against 
the right to life, property, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, of men and 
women well able to care for them
selves in the affairs of life and business. 
This matter ot pronouncing such people 
insane is no trifling affair. It may be a 
most cruel engine of oppression—and 
has been such in very many Instances. 
Many persons have been incarcerated 
in insane asylums, on the pronounce
ments of insanity experts, and have, 
after enduring mental torture amid sur
rounding environments that might well 
cause a sane person to become insane, 
been pronounced sane, and released 
from their enforced and unjust captiv
ity, on the testimony of other experts.

Verily, there are paranoiacs and'para
noiacs, .and some of them may be found 
among the doctors who claim to be ex
perts in; such cases, and whose “opin
ions” suffice to send unhappy victims to 
the constrained duress of Insane asy
lums, where even a sane person may be 
made insane by the unhappy surround
ings. ....

This matter of "expert” testimony is 
a mighty uncertain affair at best. How, 
often do we see, in cases at law, that 
experts of apparently equal reliability, 
arrive at totally opposite conclusions, 
and give positive testimony embodying 
their firm opinions, diametrically at va
riance with each other!

And in such Instances who shall be 
the expert to decide between the ex
perts? It may finally fall upon the 
judge of the court, and he may know 
next to nothing about it. '

If Spiritualism Ib involved, or the san
ity of a Spiritualist Is under inquiry, a 
judge or an expert who is prejudiced 
against Spiritualism may ba found all 
too ready to render an opinion and a de
cision in accord with prejudice rather 
than justice.

It may be a paranoiac deciding upon 
the sanity or insanity of a man or wo
man brought into a court of inquiry, .

1 - Finally it seems a travesty on justice 
and common sense to deprive of his lib

’ erty and-property a man who, like 
Michael Curran, “until his conviction

1 for Insanity attended regularly to tits 
business,” and was called insane “be
cause he exhibited a spirit of generosity 

, and always was feeling first-rate.”
If that is an indication of paranoia or 

/ Insanity, it is a pity that all men and 
women are not paranoiacs.

Denver’s Seven Months’ Old Healer.

A 7-months-oId baby healer Is the 
latest manifestation of supernatural 
power vouchsafed by the gods to the 
lucky people of Denver, Col,

The infantile healer is the daughter 
of Mrs. Grace Brown, a metaphysician.

friends of hers. Even having this won! 
derful baby’s picture in tiie house 
brings happiness and prosperity, assert 
all her friends who possess photographs 
of her. ■

Eunice Brown was born the 30th day, 
of last September, under the astrol-: 
oglcal sign of Liber. ,

For the first five months of her life 
tbe ouly remarkable thing about Baby

and she gives out health to all comers. Enuicp was her rapid growth. But when
At least this is the claim of her parents. 
Tho child can even cure the colic and

she had attained the age of live months 
and was cutting her first teeth, she be-

any baby who can do that is a winner, gan to show her wonderful healing
As for croup. It never troubles this 
magnetic child. When she shakes her 
rattle the ozone, viri, nervine, oxogen- 
by sis, anti-fat, corn cure and other life
saving substances fly in all direc
tions, invisible in the air.

And the baby only laughs and coos 
and shakes down more health for her 
friends. ■

There is tonic in; every yell as she 
cries for her bottle and all her smiles 
are charged with healing power. She 
is cutting her teeth and this is no job 
at all foyjier because she can doctor 
herself as easily as she bestows new 
life on other people. If she takes an oc
casional nip of soothing syrup it Is 
more In accordance with established 
custom than from any neeu she feels 
personally for this favorite medicine of 
the nursery.

Then, too. Baby Brown is a mascot 
and brings all kinds of good luck to 
those who are fortunate enough to be

power. A friend of her mother’s, a 
well known society woman, was dying 
of cancer. The baby, with her nurse, 
visited every day the dying woman, the 
baby playing with the sick woman’s 
Iwir quite often for amusement. The 
woman felt the magnetic current, felt 
better each time the baby came and 
now is out of bed and well and expects 
to leave soon for California, where three 
months ago she expected to be dead by 
pow. She has since cured a number of 
smaller aches and pains.

The mother is not a healer of any 
kind herself and is very chary of having 
the baby exert her healing power too 
often, for fear It might tax her strength. 
Mrs. Brown is a well known lecturer, 
and has talked in every state of the 
union. She was formerly editor ot the 
Essene, published in Denver, which is 
now merged with Mind. The whole 
family is very proud of the wonderful 
baby. 1

An Alarming Report.
A minister from Cornwall, N. Y., at

tending a late Methodist Conference 
held In New York, in making his report 
on Sunday-school work, said:

“I have to report an alarming condi
tion in our Sunday-schools. We are 
losing schools and scholars, and teach
ers rapidly. In the last seven years 
we have lost ten schools, 564 teachers, 
and 4,990 scholars/^.

This, observe, must have related to 
those schools under his Immediate 
charge. At the same rate, if this state
ment is correct, what is the loss 
throughout the state? the nation? Even 
if it related to the state, only. It would 
indicate Methodism is not advancing, 
whatever the glided reports to the con
trary.

A Great Imposture Closed,
News comes that the French govern

ment has interposed its authority and 
closed the miracle business in Lourdes. 
Situated at the base of a huge rock 500 
feet in height among the Pyrenees 
mountains, in South France, the place 
became noted on account of the alleged 
appearance there of the Virgin Mary to 
two girls on February 14, 1858. Soon 
Catholic prelates invested a grotto 
there with miraculous healing power, 
and it became the resort of Invalids 
from all parts of the Catholic world. In 
forty years It Is claimed 8,000,000 of 
persons have been saved from disease 
and death, though many other millions 
have visited the famed place. But the 
“cures” are said to be priestly frauds. 
It is estimated 200 have really been 
benefited. Because of these few alleged 
cures millions have been robbed.

The imposture became so serious an 
Investigation was set on foot, and It re
ported ninety-nine out of every hundred 
each year returned home actually worse 
because of thir visit to this resort ot 
superstition.

OUR ELEVEN PREMIUM BOOKS.

They are our own publications.
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bound in cloth.
No other publishing house In tha 

United States excels them in the me
chanical work—binding, printing and 
paper.

The three volumes of the “Encyclope
dia of Death, and Life in the Spirit 
World," contain more valuable data 
on Death and Spirit Life than can ba 
dug up in all the libraries of the world.

Then comes tho valuable work by 
Hudson Tuttle, "The Religion of Mun 
and Ethics of Science.”

Then the excellent work by Dr. J. M. 
Peebles, “The Seers of tbe Ages."

Then comes the “Great Debate Be
tween Moses Hull and W. F. Jamieson. 
It will fill an Important niche in your 
library.

Then follows “Ghost Land,” “Art 
Magic," “The Next World Interviewed” 
and “A Wanderer in the Spirit Lands,” 
and tho “Occult Life of Jesus.”

All these ELEVEN PREMIUM 
BOOKS are furnished to our subscrib
ers for 33.35 (postage prepaid)—a price 
never before known in ancient or mod
ern times. Read over our premium list 
and then send for them. They will de
light you. They will constitute a per- . 
ennlal fountain of knowledge for you 
and your family. After paying postage 
about all we realize for these eleven 
books is 32.22—an achievement only ac
complished by The Progressive Thinker 
—a miracle in modern business enter
prise!

Man Will Some Day recognize. WQjgan 
as Hls Peer. , , i^$<

Until woman has obtained "that right;. ; 
protective of all other rights—the bal
lot,” this agitation must go on, absorb
ing the time and energy of our best and 
strongest women. Who can measure 
the advantages that would result if tbe 
magnificent abilities of these women 
could be devoted to the needs ot gov
ernment, society, home, Instead of be
ing consumed in the struggle to obtain 
their birthright of individual freedom? 
Until this be gained we can never 
know, wo cannot even prophesy, the ca
pacity and power of woman for the up
lifting of humanity. It may be delayed 
longer than we think, it may be here 
sooner than we expect, but the day will 
come when man will recognize woman 
as hls peer, not only at the fireside, but 
in the councils of the nation. Then, 
and not until then, will there be a per
fect comradeship, the ideal union be
tween the sexes, that shall result in 
the highest development of the race. 
What this shall be we may not attempt 
to define, but this we know, that only 
good can come to the individual or to 
the nation through the rendering of ex
act justice.—Susan B. Anthony.

Georgia Gladys Cooley In Pittsburg, Pa.
After almost two thousand miles of 

travel I find myself once more in the 
city of iron and steel, and in spite of 
the great volume of smoke, "Old Sol” 
smiles upon us.

The society here is an honor to the 
cause it represents, and one that stands 
as an example for others to follow 
after.

I am pleased to see another one of 
Mayflower’s prophecies has been ful
filled.

The first season I served this associa
tion she told the good people she saw 
them in a lovely church of their own. 
Last season she repeated her prophecy, 
saying, “Oh, you cannot see your pretty 
church, but it is .very near at hand, and 
is soon to materialize for you,” and 
here it is, a clean, well furnished and 
handsomely furnished edifice. A re
markable work is being done by the La
dies’ Aid society and the success of the 
church is assured.

We were greeted by a splendid audi
ence Sunday morning, and the evening 
as well as the following Thursday found 
the church packed with an excellent class 
of people. This Is a fair example of 
what harmony and stlck-to-ltiveness 
can do. Brother Stevens, the worthy 
president, Is just the right man in the 
right place. He and the entire board 
have worked faithfully together for 
many yearsr ’

I feel the spirit of home-making man
testing itself within our ranks at the 
present time and we can look for re
sults in various directions and places.

From my earliest work in medium
ship th6 guides have continually been 
asked the question, “Why do the Spirit
ualists fall to build churches?" etc. The 
reply has always been: “There is no 
need of building churches. The ortho
dox people have built and are building 
them, and many of them will be ob
tained by the Spiritualists at very low 
figures, and through mortgages.

As we look over the land and note the 
number of churches owned by the Spir
itualists, we find the majority of them 
have been secured in this way. Let the 
good work go on.

William Denton was not only a poet 
but a prophet He wrote:
“Build your churches? They are ours, 

By a law ye have not known;
Raise.your steeples, flank your towers!

Truth shall claim them for her own. 
Marble be the solid walls,

Granite the foundation-stone; 
Error, build thy princely halls!

Truth shall claim them for her own!”
I noticed The Progressive Thinker 

was for sale at .the church door and 
eagerly sought for by many.

GEORGIA GLADYS COOLEY.
Pittsburg, Pa.

Nature is a word of large, but some- i 
what indefinite meaning. With some 1 
persons it includes everything that ex- i 
ists. With others, it Includes the phys
ical world, all the animals below man, । 
and his physical frame, leaving the psy- 1 
chical and spiritual man as belonging to i 
another order of beings.

Tne ancient Greeks,beyond any other ; 
people that ever lived, cultivated the 
love of Nature. They celebrated the i 
beauties of the natural world in song 
and story, and embodied them In art 
and sculpture. Nature furnished their 
models, and they could use no language 
too strong to express their delight In 
whatever in the outward world ap
pealed to the eye and ear of man.

In later centuries, under ecclesiastic- 
ism and by turns ascetlsm and sen
sualism, a new mood came over the. 
mind of man. He conceived the Idea 
that Nature is corrupt and depraved 
and that the highest duty consists in 
crushing and subjugating it To for
sake the pleasures of life and repair to 
the desert; to extinguish natural de
sires and to overcome natural appe
tites; to learn to despise the body and 
whatever sustains it—this was consid
ered the highest object of life and nec
essary to prepare man for- the solemn 
realities which awaited1 him beyond the 
grave. Gibbon and Lecky, in passages, 
have described the results of this dis
torted conception of life and duty. It 
converted men into hermits and anchor
ites, and unfitted them for the secular 
pursuits of life, without any valuable in
tellectual or moral results.

•Rousseau’s teachings that Nature is 
perfect and to be followed implicity, 
was a natural reaction from the ascet
icism of previous centuries. He went 
so far as to teach that men should re
turn to a state of Nature, giving up all

artificialities, all luxuries, and simply 
follow the methods of .Natifre, in all her 
simplicity.

In these days, we avoid both these 
extremes, and take the ground that Na
ture, In her entirety, is wholesome and 
sound; that her methods are not-to be 
despised, nor her mandates to be disre
garded. At thesame time, experience has 
taught us that Nature, far from being ab
solutely perfect, may be improved even 
by our own efforts; that we may may 
change our environment to correspond 
with our own higher ideal conditions. 
By art and science we have improved 
our grain and fruits; our poultry, 
horses, cattle' and sheep adapting them 
to our needs by making use of Na
ture’s own methods, without the viola
tion of any of Nature’s laws. We stock 
our waters with species and varieties of 
fish brought from afar. In short we 
change our surroundings at will, so far 
as our knowledge will permit Our 
luscious fruits, such as the apple and 
the peach, have been developed from 
natural products that were scarcely fit 
to eat, and hundreds of our vegetable 
and animal products have been so 
transformed by' the art ot man, that 
they bear only the slightest reseta- 
blance to their progenitors.

It is, indeed the work of man to-day 
to change tbe face of the earth and 
everything with which he has .to-do, in 
order to Increase their usefulness and 
suitablility to his wants.

Whether Nature is so defined as to 
comprehend the mental ana spiritual 
part of man, or pot, is unimportant. We 
at least can improve it by education by 
discipline, by self restraint, as well and 
as certainly as we can improve our 
physical constitution,.by observance of 
the laws of physical health.

!'■ |B. F. UNDERWOOD.

। which permeates all space, Is the foun- 
iCrioers, ^i, pomyuiu. 1 tain of all life, the source of ail wisdom, 
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be lost or stolen. Secure a postal order 
for five cents, and then you are per
fectly safe, and will save yourself an
noyance and trouble.

is by some persons expressed in 
term, "the Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man.’ ’’ ’

The Surgical Craze.
- Excessive surgery wps assailed re
cently by Dr. E. J. George, of Chicago, 
addressing the Illinois Homeopathic 
Medical Association.

“Old school doctors are going daft 
over operations," he said. "They seem 
to have a mania for surgery and want 
to use the knife before they try any
thing else. We are in the midst of a 
surgical craze. Many doctors are not 
satisfied unless they are cutting all the 
time. They think the knife a remedy 
for everything. I do not believe this 
condition will continue much longer.”

This craze for surgical operations is 
implanted by the practice of vivisection 
ot animals, by medical students, in the 
course of their studies in medical col
leges, and is a legitimate outcome of, a 
habit formed by, such procedure. And 
the very highest medical authorities de
clare that vivisection is of no practical 
value as an aid In the'understanding of 
human anatomy and' physiology. It 
only tends to Induce an unfeeling hard
ness and insensibility to the pain ot the 
suffering—the craze for cutting living 
flesh overmastering all humane in
stincts and sympathies.

The cruel delight in torturing dumb, 
helpless animals, as exemplified in viv
isection, is transferred into a mania for 
cutting and carving human beings.

If Dr. George desires to eliminate this 
surgical craze, he should seek to elim
inate vivisection, which Js the root 
from which the craze has its genesis.

the 
the

What Is to Be Done About It?
Professional baseball players have 

been engaged for weeks on Sundays, in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., practicing their games 
before assembled thousands. Vacant 
lots, in the neighborhood of factories 
closed on Sundays, were occupied, and 
no charge was made for admission. A 
Sabbath Committee Implored the aid of 
the police. Arrests were made to test 
the questions involved in the courts. 
Judge Gaynor, of the Supreme Court, is
sued a writ of habeas corpus, the pris
oners were heard through their attor
neys, and the ball players were dis-

Bishop Cheney’s Fling.
Bishop Cheney, speaking in Christ 

- Church, said: “The biographers of great 
skeptical leaders are few in which 
there is not revealed their secret de
pendence on oqcult and magical prac
tices. I have rarely known a man to 
dishonor hls own reason with the 
loathsome abominations of Spiritualism, 
that he did not find the Bible too full of 
miracles to be believed!” ' .

To strike at a cause by epithets and 
” misrepresentation' is only one remove 
from the assassin who strikes in the 
dark with a dagger. . Bishop Cheney 
should give the Barnes of the "great 
skegUea" who' lean on Spiritualism,

charged, not being found guilty 
infraction of law. •

What is this world coming to? 
back three-fourths of a century

of an

Way 
ago a

zealous effort was made, first in the 
courts, then before Congress, to pre
vent the carrying of the mails on Sun
day. The project was a failure, and the 
mall bags were whirled through space 
on Sunday as on Monday.

Then a concerted effort was made to 
tie up the running of railroad cars on 
Sunday. Another failure. Street cars 
next distressed the goody-goodies. The 
courts decided they were necessities in 
our modern civilization. We next find 
the same element organized, and mak
ing a strenuous effort to close alt popu
lar-resorts. People must not leave the 
over-heated and densely populated 
cities to get a breath ot cool air, but 
must go to church and listen to a long- 
drawn-out discourse on the horrors of 
hell, and the wiles of Satan, on Sunday. 
•But the courts said-modern ways are 
not ancient ones. “What may have 
been well enough for primitive man 
would be seriously objectionable in this 
age of greater activities, and better con
ceptions of human rights.” ■

Now the courts sit down on prosecu
tions for playing orderly "games on Sun
day. The goodies have tried to reach 
all-these questions by their "Qod-lh-the- 
Constltutipn-movement" and failed In 
that. So the startling question arises: 
What is the next move? for all experi
ence tells us, “the enemies of liberty 
cannot remain silent.” -

Dreams Won Him $1,500.
Springfield, Ohio—John Stoneburner, 

of Beatty, a few nights ago had a dream 
in which, he declares, was revealed to 
him the location of a buried treasure. 
He did not pay any attention to tho 
dream until he had a second one, and 
then he decided that he.would make an. 
investigation. .

Stoneburner says he went to the spot 
indicated in his dream and after dig
ging three feet in the earth, he discov
ered a quantity of gold coin. They, 
were dated in the eighteenth century, 
and altogether amounted to $1,500 In 
-American money.

Among them was a $22 gold piece. 
The money is supposed to have been 
buried by the French, about 1745. Mr. 
Stoneburner will exhibit the treasure 
in the Ohio Building at the St. Louis 
Exposition.

Expresses Bis Heartfelt Appreciation.

"The Infidelity of .Ecclesiastlclsm. 
A Menace to American Civilization." 
By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, lecturer 
upon physical, physiological and psy
chic science. Demonstrator of the mo
lecular or spiritual - hypothesis Of na
ture.' Scholarly, masterly, trenchant. 
Price 25 cents. For sale at this office.

He Has Passed Through a Fearful 
Storm. •

To the Editor:—Like a Ship that has 
passed through a fearful storm, disman
tled, with sails hanging in shreds, I am 
slowly righting myself, and desire to 
feebly express my gratitude to yourself 
and your noble companion,- Mrs. Fran
cis, and the thousands of readers of 
your grand paper, for the surpassing 
kindness shown my arisen helpmate 
and myself through the weary months 
of sickness and trials. ■ •

She has gone to her reward!
No grander soul ever lived than she; 

none more true and faithful,in every 
respect ’

Mrs. Lillie and the hundreds who 
have co-operated with her have re
sponded so grandly that I am . over
whelmed with their demonstrations of 
true humanitarian principles that are 
the foundation of our glorious philoso
phy of life. I am making great efforts 
to stand firm in the path of duty and 
shall continue to advocate Spiritualism 
in its highest form. - - ,.

GEO. F.. PERKINS.
■'1220 Mission St, San Francisco, Cal.

Gate. On^e Supday morning after hls 
wife’s recen,t death he walked, restless, 
down to Uje doqjc and sat In the same 
place, andjgaw fgr the-second time the 
sunrise cl^r and beautiful through the 
Golden G^t The. following poem by 
his sister-gives njhe significance, of the 
two sunri^s: •
The sun stalled (ft our wedding, dear; 

Across the ba?.'and out to sea
Unrolled krbarpdiing of gold, 4 

A shihifepatff for you and me,
Fresh froflU thd^morning, bright as 

' hopWi 01 ,
■ And all' the waves, on either side, ' '

Wakened wtausre as we passed 
Ear out'69 meW, the freighted tide.

That morning was my sunrise. Now, 
Again I. cqme and call and hark; .

With one hand groping out for yours, .
One clinging backward in the dark.

Ohio Spiritualists, Attention!
The sixth annual convention of the 

Ohio State Association of Spiritualists 
will be held in the city of Columbus, 
May 27, 28, and 29, in the Board ot 
Trade auditorium. Three sessions will 
be held daily during the entire conven
tion. All societies are earnestly re 
quested to send their full quota of dele
gates, and individual members are 
urged to be present in person. Busi
ness of importance is to come before 
the convention, in which every Ohio 
Spiritualist Is Interested.

Local societies and members desiring 
to offer amendments to the constitution 
must file the same with the secretary 
prior to April 25, 1904. as none can be 
legally acted upon, received after that 
date. ’

Full particulars regarding program, 
etc., will be given in a future Issue of 
The Progressive Thinker. ■

: R. C. BAIRD, Secy., 1

At Sunrise.
: On the morning of his marriage [says 

Truth] over nineteen years ago, Geo. F. 
Perkins walked down to thb dock ■ in 
San Francisco and watched the sunrise, 
clear and golden through the Golden

The sun smiles bn our parting, dear!
The same bright carpeting of gold 

Across the bay and out to sea,
Straight from the morning is unrolled. 

But I am weak and faint with loss,
And with dim; eyes I stand-and wait, 

Uncertain of my steps. Come back. 
■ .And guide mo through the Golden

' Gate! : . •■ • , ' ■
Beyond, the great seas throb as one, 

‘ Where you have gone" and I must go, 
Is there'your sufirise? Tell me, dear!

We have believed, but now you know. 
■ ■' Sarah I. Perkins-Darling.

The Widow’s Mite.
This Remarkable book is of much in

terest to all investigators and believers

By the President:. Elyria, Ohio. 
CARRIE FIRTH CURRAN, ■ 

123 Indiana avenue, Toledo, Ohio.

in Spiritualism. It is for sale,at 
office. Price 32. / ;. '

this

Dr."Love—Sex—Immortality.’’ !By 
W. P. Pholon. For sale at thitl office.
Price 25 cents.

••Bight Generation the Key to the 
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.” By 
Dr. M. E. Conger. An appeal to reason 
and man’s highest aspirations. A plea 
for justice and equality in’nil the rela
tions of lite between men and women, 

1 Sloth. 73 cents; leatherette. 50 center

“The Romance of‘Jude. A Story of 
the Life and Times of the Nazareno ant! 
Hls People.” Through tho mediunishlp. 
Of Mrs. M. T. Longley. An intensely in
teresting book. NeaGy bound in cloth 
and gilt. Only 50 cents. „ „ „ 

: “Spirit Echoes.” My Mattle E. Hull. 
This pretty volume contains fifty-seven 
of the author's latest and choicest 
poems. Neatly bound in cloth, and with' 
portrait of the author. Price 75 cento,

"Meatless Dishes.” Very useful, 
price 10 cents. ' ' ^



Spiritual Ubeot^ of Evolution. S$ Sar’gis.
' To the Editor:—The recent demise of Herbert Spencer tlonal curiosity. And so of all correlative dogmas growing forms of life. The gAies ,^d altitudes of the globe present 
naturally leads reminiscence to tlie origin and development ‘-1 “ ....... - . .
of the evolution theory. Darwin’s Origin of Species is just 
eleven years younger than Modern Spiritualism—published 
in 1859. In 1855 Herbert Spencer published his Principles'
of Psychology, aud in 1860 he announced tho beginning of 
his life work his System of Synthetic Philosophy.

Darwin’s work was based on investigation, discovery and 
a practical study of nature and its life-forms—a life-long Ja- 
bor of exploration as to facts and details. Spencer’s work 
,was the construction from these facts ot a system—the 

^scheme of a student rather than the theory ot an explorer. 
’And so it turned that much—most, it may be said, of what is 
taught in our schools and by our scientific literature is Spen
cerian rather than Darwinian.

Darwin was born eleven years before Spencer. Thus

out of it.
But now that science has postulated the fact that all life 

processes are chemical and that form is but a thing ot chem
ical expression, the evolutionary concept can her discussed 
freed from the nightmare of theologic superstition.

The strict evolution school treats form-life as coming from 
a single germ beginning. The law of “valence” removes the 
necessity of this idea, which was but the first step in the 
emancipation of science from "creation.” It has always 
been a quqry with Spiritualist students how this theory 
could be held by those who accepted the facts aud teaching 
of geology. They tell us that certain strata of rocks are 
millions of years old, yet their fossils are as distinct and

the fact before us e^ry day, year and age.
Science has recently postulated au ether, a thing as old in 

spirit literature as Ms. modern advent. But Ite office or 
function is not vouchsafed ,py science. That we call space 
is but substance or matter: Held in solution by ether. There 
are two known things- in ilje universe—ether and matter—

Lee, Wesley, Rapp, Joseph Smith, Noyes, Blavatsky, Eddy, 
the Indo-Chicago school, and others whose name is legion.

Now what folly to attempt a homogeneous organization 
out of such differing grades. As a friend in a recent'corre
spondence says: "There will be divergence ot thought, and 
of course there will be divergent kicks." That covers the 
case practically. But to return to tbe renaissance period 
again and see the galaxy of great names of another grade:one'is the solvent ofptlie oilier. The barometer tells us ev

ery hour of the differing densities of the atmosphere. As in Bacon, Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler, Descartes, Newton, Gut-
the-lesser so in the greater—the substance of space varies
in density. Oxygen,'Nitrogen, carbon, hydrogen, etc., are Raphael, Titian.
but conditions of space, as is iron, copper, granite—all held
in solution by ether—their condition as solids or fluids is but religionists, were practically within a century, aud came
a change in density.' For example, what is coal? Simply when Gutenberg had prepared the agent of thelr propaganda 

individual as the living forms of to-day. The when and stored • carbon. Our calling oxygen, nitrogen, etc., gases, —printing—without which they could not have reached the 
where of the homogeneous primal organism seems as far with the nomenclature attached, only dwarfs the conception then intelligent world. They are enough to Illustrate the

Within less than fifty years mainly by the works of these away ^om Palaeozoic fossils as from the Permian or Recent, of their nature. They are primal elements of the universe, idea that influence of cycles affect different minds along dif- 
two men tlie philosophy of life and human progress has Individual life is ever present in all that man has been As our planet travels in an orbit of about twenty-eight thou- fering lines, as illustrated by thg grades. And it is farther 
been Ranged as to the educated world and the ancient the- aWe t0 dlscover' Science had to creep before it could walk, - sand years through ttyis space of differing densities, it must manifest in the many more people throughout the world who 
ologles utterly confused and confounded and 016 "desae&t of man,” or the ascent of the monkey was from time to time be influenced by the conditions through now have an intelligent perception of the lesson ot 1848.

’ but an effort tfi break away from the creation concept. To whch It moves. These periods for convenience are called
To the Spiritualist student the advent of modern phenom- reByZ0 what a nightmare this antique "made" idea was, cycles. And as the progress of life'on the planet as we see

epa of the one and the philosophy ot the other, so colnci-
dent, is full of interest- and suggestion. •

There is, however, a difference in tho scientist view (t ev
olution and that of the Spirituals!, which is more from the 
point of view than of real substance. It is somewhat diffi
cult to explain this difference to the non-Spirltualist. But 
there Is a common view-point that Is often felt as a defect in 
both schools, and which colors the expositions and literature 

>aOf both. This point Is that this planet of ours was "made"— 
find in the sense of a finished work. And this notwithstand
ing Illi tliat science tells us of the geologic ages of the globe, 
and of the fossil records of the rocks.

• The “made” or creation concept permeating" the theories 
of evolution naturally led to the Idea that life-forms are but 
variations from a primitive germ, or germinal condition, 
and science has been seeking for that, it was thought they 
had it in what they called “Bathyblus,” an ooze at the bot
tom of the ocean, and are yet hunting for the missing link 
between the animal and mon. Tell them that all this Is but 
a reflex of the old theologic creation Idea and they would be 
Indignant, but when you bring theory and fact together the 
old disability has not disappeared.

But so long as science discards what it chooses to call 
“spontaneous generation,” so long will evolution, in parte, be 
a debatable hypothesis. Evolution in its broader sense is 
the explanation of life-forms, and If the term unfoldment 
was more in use as to its processes of growth, the under
standing would be clearer, and you would not so often meet 
with the "involution” refrain from the theologic objector. 
There is no essential difference to the thinker by the terms 
creation and evolution. To create is only to produce, and 
as to life-forms is but tbe differentiation, or individualization 
from the same conditions. It is very much like two state
ments of one tact.

Spirit theories are not wanting, and they have one recom
mendation—they do not confuse tbe mind with antithetical 
conclusions, nor do they ask science to take anything from 
miracle or revelation. Life is hero and is maintained by 
what we call chemical agencies and conditions. ’Tt must 
have its advent under like agencies as sustain it. Science 
itself made the great discovery ot the 19th century, the law 
of "valence"—or the equivalence of chemical action—the se- 

' cret of form, and tbe demonstration that all life force, so- 
called, Is chemical. To say that the earth and all that Is in 

: it and on it was created in the sense of “made” IS to present 
’ a concept that leads to specialty in everything. But to say 
that it was formed and its contents formed from it, is to sug- 
Best a concept of formative processes.

and to an extent is, needs only to recall that such great nat
uralists as Agassiz and Quatrefages were led to refuse their 
assent to the conclusions of evolution and to Insist that they 
did not account for man. But now that science has accepted 
tW theory that all form is simply the requisite chemical 
equivalence, the processes, progress and differentiation of 
form-life becomes more amenable to a concept of law and 
system. Crystallization is tbe one process of form, from 
the simple to the complex. And individuality or variety is, 
so to speak, but the arrest of development and the infinite 
play of this law of chemical equivalence. This harmonizes 
with the hypotheses of science as to the homogeneity or 
oneness of all substance or matter, and simplifies the ideals 
as to worlds and the phenomena of life and form.

Evolution, then, is not an infinity of form life frop a com
mon germ or cell, but the result of attractive properties in 
primal substance—as fixed proportions produce, or it you 
like it better, "create." Whether it be God, infinite intelli
gence, force, gravity, or what not, the fact is that certain 
chemical proportions in this primal substance produce a 
new form with differing properties—no matter who or what 
uses the fact—if any user is Insisted on. For all practical 
and logical uses the fact is “it.”

Now, as chemical affinity, or as some prefer it, polarity of 
substance “creates” form, the conditions as to substance is 
the controlling factor as to the nature of the form life pro
duced, or is that we call environment and climate. Take the 
facts of to-day: Beginning within the arctic circle and com
ing down through the north temperate zone, the tropics and 
on to the antarctic continent, we find form life, vegetable, 
animal and marine changing with the degrees of latitude, 
and then from any locality going from tide-water over plain, 
mountain, valley, desert or morass, we find form life re
sponding to environing conditions. The "law” is the same 
in aby period of our planet, so that in one geologic age we 
find plant lite dominant, in another the reptilian, the saurian 
and other so-called geologic times—but the same biologic 
conditions, the same principles of locomotion present—mod
ified only by the atmosphere or climate that overspread the 
planet at the time. Darwin and Spencer, Descartes and 
Newton could not have lived with the cave man, but the 
cave man was not a monkey; nor can the jungles of Africa 
to-day produce a Grant or a Dewey, nor coufd a gorilla be 
domiciled with a thoroughbred or a short-horn.

Consider that all the gods, all the religions, all the arts, 
all the sciences, all the inventions and discoveries, all the 
poetry and literature of the world have their origin and de
velopment in the north temperate zone, and the Influence of

it is governed by Its'conditions, so is it influenced by those 
of the cycles. In no other logical way can the dark or mid
dle ages, or the rise find decay of former civilizations be so 
well explained—as seen in the Chaldean, Hindu, Egyptian, 
Greek and Roman cycles, and in the growing enlightenment 
of the present time, which at a venture we may date from 
the discovery of America.

No thinker can igndre tlie evidence before us that this is 
a period of great mental activity, and of necessity underly
ing it a condition of tlie planet and its forces that, contrasted 
with the dark ages that preceded it, must be regarded as a 
cycle of light. And being so, the'mental condition of all the 
peoples on the planet feels and responds to its influence, in 
action along its traditional lines—the effect acting as a stim
ulating force. 4

For a homely illustration, but a familiar one: Take a party 
of men and fill them with wine or. strong drink, and each 
will disclose his personal trait or governing disposition. Or 
speaking philosophically will manifest along the Unes of 
least resistance. One will be jolly, another want to fight, 
either for his religion, politics or other thing; a third will 
curse and swear, while a fourth will sing songs; some want 
to steal, while some will give away all they have. So in 
kind as to peoples, even of nations and races.

Suppose, as in tbe dark ages, the planet being in a dense 
region of space and Ite,inhabitants as a mass are in a low 
grade as to intellect, say 30, such a people desire war and 
are controlled by its; influences, destruction, violence, lust 
and death. -Suppose another people grade, say to 60 and 70. 
While still warlike yet Intellect, oratory, music and men ot 
great genius will result. But should a people grade higher 
to a considerable extent, the religious will manifest most 
actively and worship Of numerous ideals as to God and su
perstitions, rites and.’ceremonies appear, and along with 
these in social life a tendency to things that appertain to the 
sexes wlU be notable. 11

Without going into more extended discussion, these sug
gestions are sufficient:,to inspire the thinker with wider 
charity for the differences and shortcomings of his fellows. 
One kind of corn tn a field will produce a stalk from three to 
five feet high and an ,far, six Inches long, while another will 
have an ear a foot long on. a stalk twelve to fifteen feet high 
—owing to the kind of corn.- People are from five to fifteen 
feet high mentally, according to their kind—and manifest 
character according tij. thefr,1.grade.

As all sermons have an application, let us apply this to

When we look at it In this light the progress is marvelous 
indeed. L6t the world have a cycle of this light equal in 
time to that of the dark ages, or even another generation or 
two, with the rising grades as in the past one, the compre
hension of spirit will be as universal as is now the cruder 
comprehension of the churches. •

The church people, as a mass, do not mean or wish to be 
in error, and the average mind is not satisfied by the Berni- 
superstitions of their creeds, and having had Spiritualism 
generally diffused for only a generation, they cannot be ex
pected to be farther advanced. But note how liberal the 
young clergy to what their elders were fifty years ago. And 
what is true of the church people is largely so as to Spirit
ualists. To many, very many, a seance is more acceptable 
than lectures or books.

What is th^ lesson? Instead of scolding, let us have more 
mediums, more phenomena, more patience, and the future 
will console us by the retrospect of a marvelous growth of

Spiritualists:''How r^an^people in 1848 bail any sort ot an 
. 6 ^Ahd when this concept is taken in connection, with the. planetary conditions on human evolution needs no other idea of spirit except from graveyard stories of ghosts, or of 
•uaw of equivalence in chemistry, tho two logically harmo- " ......... .. ............- . -.........................

nize. Synthetic chemistry suggests that all forms are but 
results of this law of equivalence, and analytic chemistry en
dorses the hypothesis consequently it is not only a fact, but 
It Is the fact.

- The reader is familiar with the germ theory, and the elab
orate illustrations by Haeckel, showing the sameness in ap-

, pearance of all embryonic life. How else could it be and be 
form-life at all? It has been a curious fact in the study of 
form-life that almost the entire attention has been centered 
in germ cells and cell aggregation as the seeming all of bi
ology. This principle logically and practically culminates 

. in tlie jelly-fish. But how about the Other factor—the me
chanical principle? When you come to individualize, this 
protoplasmic congeries of cell life, to have it swim, crawl, 
■walk or fly, what do you require? A new power or another 
principle without which motion or movement in form is im
possible—the mechanical principle as expressed in the joint 
and lever—the ball-and-socket joint and the muscle. Bee 
the snake, a simple form of moving animal lite. Thus or
ganic form-life Is as much a thing of mechanical principles 
ns of the protoplasmic properties. And why this fact so 
generally ignored by the evolution schools? Of course the 
"made” or theologic school Is not in this discussion, as it is 
not sufficiently alive now to be anything more than a tradi-

proof.
So evolution Is first of the planet, and when it produces 

the air to breathe, the soil to yield and the climate that af
fords the conditions, the law of valence supplies the forms of 
organic life suited thereto, and the human race and its ani
mal compeers have evoluted with the highest elements that 
are present to them. This Is the doctrine of evolution as it 
comes to the world through the light of the spirit.

And why, you may ask, does not the so-called scientific 
mind accept a theory so reasonable? Because of this very 
law under consideration. Some do and some can't. To il
lustrate: Let us take mankind as we do a school or college. 
A mass of students en^r and are given the same curriculum 
ot studies, and recite at the same time and in the same 
study each day to the end of the term. On examination day 
they are graded according to proficiency from zero to 100. 
Some grade 25, some 50, some 80 to 90—and perhaps a 
prodigy is given 100. Why this difference? Simply a mat
ter of capacity, or natural endowment, modified by tempera
ment in exceptional cases—but all making up the individual. 
So with the body of a people. According as the person is 
born so is his grade.

It is not needed in this intelligent age to urge argument to

"witches, waribcka affil lofi^'nbbbed things',” and like nurs.
ery tales. To this grade of mentality came the Hydesville 
raps. That dead people could make these sounds.was to the 
average mind of that day unthinkable. As Hamlet says, It 
was "caviare to tho general.” A few that graded well up the 
scale of mental perception saw and understood, and they are 
too as to the mass in a minority to-day. To reach this mass 
the phenomena are ad important now as then. The lesser 
grades cannot grasp the underlying philosophy, and It is fu
tile to attempt a cult in Spiritualism, until more people can 
think spirit. What are Creeds'for? Simply to compel this 
diversity of mind that cannot see alike to subscribe by faith 
to what they can’t think, and thus accept' the ideas of tbe 
creed-makers, with “I believe.” Creeds are like political 
platforms, devised to give profit to the builders.

The dark ages culminated about the time of-the-discovery 
of printing and of America. This period is what the literary 
and art world call the Renaissance, and the religious people 
the Reformation. In one direction it gave rise to Savona
rola, Luther, Loyola, Menno Simons, Calvin, Knox and oth
ers. These were the forces that gave to their century Ite 
creeds. They founded'tbe basic concept of the orthodox 
creeds and power from that period to the present. These

show that the planet at different epochs, as well as now In were followed at a later day by those who sought to reform 
localities, furnishes the forces that produce higher and lower those creeds, people of a different grade, as George Fox, Ann

“the cause?” Let us consider the grades before we become 
uncharitable, pessimistic or censorious. And to be frank 
with ourselves, a very large per cent of objection, scolding 
and fault-finding Is because the rank and file do not respond 
to tlie methods of the churches, to which so many of our so- 
called leaders have been in their formative life habits, accus
tomed. They must try and get up in the grades by the time 
next examination day names round.

But our “application" neems like getting away from the 
evolution text—yet is only a parenthesis, the wider concep
tion of cosmic things, showing that it is the planet that from 
age to age controls the life upon It and as well the mentality 
of its populations—a broader view than that of the text
books.

Buried cities have been discovered with relics ot their civ
ilization far back of any history or tradition. There were 
causes for their rise, decline and oblivion. Is not the spirit 
theory ot cycles of light and darkness In which the planet 
passed and the consequent influence upon the mental devel
opment of its inhabitants more in harmony with the facte 
than the materialistic hypothesis that it w^s turned out 
ready made? The story of religion and the theories of sci
ence are in essence the same as to the beginning—that the 
planet is a finished work. One says God regulates It, the 
other that law governs through inherent forces in the fin
ished product.

It is a curious thing that Lord Kelvin, the premier scien
tist of the English-speaking world, in a recent address sug
gests the presence of life on this earth of ours as having its 
origin in germs brought in meteorites from other planets. 
As the negro boy when told that Adam was made of mud 
and leaned against the fence to dry, asked, “Who made the 
fence?" so we might ask Lord Kelvin, “How did the germs 
get on the oilier planets?” not putting the how they got away 
from home against the pull of gravity. Sometime with the 
permission of The Progressive Thinker it might be in order 
to discuss the spirit theory of life’s advent on our world, 
but it is not now. It need only be said that Kelvin’s face is 
turned from the old direction, and it only needs to substi
tute anotlier source for the meteorites. It time it will all 
come about when the grades are prepared.

But to close up: Just think back to 1848, and to the fact 
that spirit return was an unthought of thing; that the mass 
of mind was opaque to such a conception. Then when It be
gan to contemplate it, there was no apprehension as to a law 
or conditions. And hosts of even Spiritualists are not much 
advanced to-day. As proof of it look at the discussion of 
phenomena—materialization, etc.- Beg pardon; there is 

■ nothing controversial in this, bufio a person who knows ma
terialization to be a fact, as truly as that Spiritualism itself 
is a fact, it is often times a question whether to sigh or laugh 
over the ideas some people have of it, ’as disclosed by their 
test devices. Materialistic philosophy is spiritual compared 
with them. But the theory ot grades covers the case, as It 
does many other things, and throws over all the mantle of 
charity and faith in the growing light and intelligence of the 
present cycle—but In the morning of its evolutionary
power. SAR’GIS.

MAYDAY IN ST. LOUIS.
Celebratlon by the Lyceum of the First 

Spiritual Assaciatlon.

The First Spiritual Association of St 
Louis celebrated the coming of May 
this year with such glad rejoicing—mu
sic, song and a dance around the his
toric Maypole—as would have cheered 
your heart to have witnessed. It was a 
grand success in every way, and took 
place in The Temple—the only church 
building in St. Louis sheltering the 
cause of Modern Spiritualism—and was 
witnessed by an intelligent audience, 
whose frequent applause testified their 
appreciation and enjoyment.

The rostrum and platform about It 
were profusely adorned and beautified 
with hot-house plants and flowers; the 
walls with trailing vibes and green 
growths of various kinds, from among 
which stood out, in bright and sugges
tive contrast, numerous American flags 
intersperse with World's Fair colors— 
the first emblematic of our great free 
republic; the second of the enterprise 

i of St. Louis, together alluding to and re- 
\ minding of patriotic duty leading to 

■ loyal, active, useful citizenship. * 
i Aiding these in carrying out this idea 
'■ and as befits our progressive age, the 

। same colors were pictured on the top 
) and sides of the Maypole in bulbs of liv

ing light which, flunked and assisted by 
other colored light, created a most ar
tistic and beautiful ensemble and at
tractive stage effect

Spiritualists, claiming to know the 
best and purest in religions, insisting 
that ours should be generally recognized 

• as such; affirming that it demonstrates 
what all other religions could only be
lieve and support by faith—that we are, 
In fact and truth, "immortals"—chil
dren of God in reality, and naturally, 
therefore, inheritors of divine attri
butes, what are we. doing to assist our 
children to. know and understand them- 
sqlves as such—and the moral duties 
thus imposed upon them?
’ -This Is a burning question, that ought 
to singe and scorch its way into the 
very souls of every parent Spiritualist

We know that life is more than an op
portunity for the selfish indulgences 
that occupy the chief (attention of the 
&Mt masses of humanity—that charac-

RESTORES EYESIGHT.
Spectacles a Thing of the Past,
Actins," a Marvelous Discovery That Cures All 

Afflictions of the Eye and Ear Without

Cutting or.Drugging,

_ 4 “"yrious discovery has been made by that 
w??nystAn? Iflyentlvo Genius, Prof. W. C.
. . .u' Bo has Invented a restorer known 
Actlua, through which all atilcilons of the 

' eyes aud oar. such as blind
ness. granulated lids, cat- 
urates, sore eyes, deafness, 

3 etc., are cured without cut
ting or drugging. It ba' 
simple contrivance,known 
us the Actlna Pocket'Bat- 
Ury. and through It tho 

t patients cure themselves
i Vnvacy of their own homes. It not only 

abolishes the butcheries und torturous meth
one practiced by oculists, aud aurlsta, but at the 
^JP® time perfects a positive and lasting cure.KeY' W' * Goodwin, Moline, Kansas, writes: 

My honestopinion of "Actlua" is that It Is one 
of the most marvelous discoveries ot the age. It 
favod JLnX«Ws*rora an operation.” w

V- Garwood, Springfield, Mass., says 
that Actlna" cured him of deafness of nine 
years’standing.

Mr. A. L. Howe,Tully, N. Y., writes: "Actlna'* ’ 
has removed cataracts from both my eyes. I 
can read well without my glasses: am sixty- 
five years old.

Robert Baker, Ocean Park. Cal., writes: "X 
should have been blind had I Not used”Actlua.”

A party of prominent citizens have organized 
a company known as the New York and London 
Electric Association, und they have given this 
method so thorough a test ou hundreds of eases 
pronounced incurable and hopeless that they 
now positively assure a cure. ‘‘Actlna” is sent 
on trial postpaid. If you will call or send your 
name and address to the New York and London 
Electric Association. Dept. T.B.,029 Walnut St., 
Kansas City, Mo., you will receive, absolutely 
free, a valuable book -Prof. Wilton's ‘•Treatise 
on the Eye and on Diseases in General,” and 
you can rest assured that your eyesight and 
hearing will be restored, no matter how many 
doctors have failed.

enberg, Lorenzo de Medici, Michael Angelo, da Vinci,

Now, these earlier men, philosophers, artists, statemen,

Cancer Cured
WITH SOOTHING, BALMY OILS. 
Cancer, Tumor, Catarrh, Plica, Fistula, Ulcers, 
Eczema and all Skin and Female Diseases. Write 
for Illustrated Book. Sent free. Address 0 

DR.’BYEI Broadway, Kansas City, Mo.

The above is tho number of tbe pres
ent Issue of The Progressive Thinker, 
as printed at tho top of tho first page, 
right hand corner. If this number cor
responds with the figures on your wrap
per, then tho time you have paid tor has 
expired, and you aro requested to renew 
your subscription. This number at tbo 
right hand corner of the first page is ad
vanced each week, showing the number 
of Progressive Thinkers issued up to 
date. Keep watch of tbe number ob 
the tag of your wrapper.

Vour
INDUCE

Neighbor to Subscribe for The 
Progressive Thinker.

Now is the time to extend die clrcula. 
tion ot The Progressive Thinker. It 
will contain Occult and Spiritualistic 
news with which every one should be 
familiar. No other, paper published on 
this earth contains such a vast amount 
of matter so well adapted to enrich the 
mind. Send in a subscription now.

COSTON HYMN BOOK.
A collection of original and selected Hymns 

for Litoral and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. Compiled by L. K. Washburn. 
This volumo meets a public want. It comprises 
258 choice selections ot poetry and music, em
bodying the highest moral sentiment, and free 
from all sectarianism Prloe.W cents. 

“the'Wtain or- i ife.
Or The Thr eefold Power of Sex. By Lois Wais* 
brooker. Price, 60 cents. ,

POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE.'
By Lizzie Doten. These poems are truly In

spirational and as staple as sugar. Price ®L0ft 
ROMANISM Is a pamphlet! of IIO pages, in 
EXPOSED repiy lo Prof. David Swing, 

priest Cashman and Dr. With
row, and is principally in defense of Protestant
ism. A concise little pamphlet. Price 15 cents.

WOMAN* ?°Pr ^“M®® ¥ p*w**r. fl • A Lecture delivered at the Free
thinker's international Congress, Chicago, El, 
October, 1803. By Susan H. wlxon. Price, 10c. 

The Infidelity of Eccfesiasticism, 
A Menace to American Civilization. By Prof. 
W. M. Lockwood. • A trenchant and masterly 
treatise. Price, 26 cents.

ANCIENT INDIA,
Its Language and Religions. By prof. H. Olden* 
berg. Paper, 25 cents.

Whu I Am a Vegetarian.
An address delivered before the Chicago Vege

tarian Society By J. Howard Moore. Price, 
26 cents.

PROGRESSION- ^A^i
The evolution ot Man. By Michael Faraday.
Price. 16c.

ter, moral strength—obedience to tl\e 
laws of right and justice as we compre
hend those things—and joined to a 
faith and confidence in the divine maj
esty ordaining all law, are more neces
sary—are more efficient as ways and

by their corps of efficient lyeeum 
teachers and workers. To them all 
praise is due for this most memorable 
occasion in the history of Spiritualistic 
lyeeum work in St. Louis.

I never saw children enter into the
means to the attainment of human hap- -spirit of a thing with such earnest zest
piness and ultimate soul success than 
all else. ,

As intelligent Spiritualists we know 
these truths—we teach and preach 
them—they are the very bone and mar
row of our religion—it is that we may 
make these facts generally known that 
we associate Ourselves together—what 
are we doing, of a practical nature, to 
help our own children to realize these 
truths—which shall help them to right
eous, noble citizenship—to teach them 
what we profess to be of so much im
portance to all the world beside, and 
which shall properly fit them to go on 
with our work?

As exponents of a religious, reform 
movement we should know how im
portant, as a factor of our success, is 
the educational work of the Sunday ly
ceum, and that it is criminal in us to 
deny our children its opportunities.

It is the mission of Modern Spiritual
ism to save civilization—to retain and 
secure unto humanity all that has thus 
far been gained by it and progress it to 
safer and nobler heights. Our children 
must do this work and it is our una
voidable duty to properly prepare them 
for it assisted by the opportunities of- 
forded by the advanced methods of the 
modern lyeeum. Every child of a Spir
itualist should be aided to the full en
joyment of this privilege and opportu
nity afforded by the weekly Sunday ly- 
ceum—in satisfaction of Infant soul de- ■ 
sires which should be gratified.

It was something of these ideas that 
occasioned our Mayday festival, prompt
ing the desire to attract popular atten
tion to the necessity for and value of ly
ceum work.

Besides providing pleasure for our ly
ceum children, our association and tbe 
public at large, this celebration was In
tended as an appeal to the thoughtful 
among-us, to awake to the imperative
ness of properly supporting and encour
aging this lyeeum work.

It was originated, financed and car
ried to its successful conclusion, with 
these objects, in view, by our capable ly
ceum superintendent and Iter husband, 
Mrs. and Mr.’ H. C. Hippe, ably assisted

before. What a crowning satisfaction 
it surely was to the Invisible ones 
abiding with and near us, because of 
their soulful interest In the educational 
work of this association—as they 
looked upon what was taking place 
upon the rostrum dedicated to their 
own loving service. Great was their 
joy, I know—and surely due them by us 
—in partial acknowledgement of their 
helpful service and guidance.

The children especially honored were 
Cecil Weatherwax as Queen of the 
May; Freda Rosenbaum as Spring, and 
Johnny Bertram as King—the two 
two former most beautifully and appro
priately gowned and the latter cos
tumed as of “ye olden time.”

But you should have seen the chil
dren seated at the'long table in our ly
ceum room, and listened to their joyful 
appreciation of the satisfying plenty of 
Ice cream and cake that had been pro
vided as a sweet conclusion of this red- 
letter day in .their lives. Here th6y 
were joined by every child in the audi
ence, who had been hunted up and car
ried in by the superintendent, to take 
a free part in this free entertainment. 
Whether of our persuasion or not, every 
child in the church had a share, in this 
feast, and you should have been here 
Brother .Francis, to have seen'and felt 
how they all enjoyed it

This was strictly a children’s affair, 
at which the older folks were secondary 
and had no more part in than to serve, 
look.on and bnjoy. : ■ . -■••■

While at the table, short addresses 
were made to the children by the super
intendent and some of the lyeeum

MESSAGE FROM J. FRANK BAXTER.
Tbe following message [Banner of. 

Light, Bostoh, Mass.] was written 
through the hand of Mrs. Mary F. Lov
ering, on March 26, 1904: . •

It is with expressions of heartfelt joy 
I approach your atmosphere this morn
ing and speak to you for a few moments 
of my entrance into spirit life and the 
wonderful transformation which has 
come to me. ;

When my eyes were opened to the re
alities of spirit life I exclaimed, the half 
has not been told! I was. greeted on all 
sides with exclamations' of love. My 
dear companion advanced to meet me, 
and, oh, the joy of the. reunion. I can
not through another’s pen describe the 
joyous sensations of delight, even of be
wilderment, as I-clasp&LJumds with so 
many old workers, friends and/relatives 
for they had all been,, told of‘'my com
ing. Dr. H. B. Stored1 Ehen Cobb, Ja
cob Edson, Dr. A. 11 Hayward and com
panion, Dr. J. D. Moore, William A. 
Dunklee, Mrs. Clara H; Bonks, Abby 
Judson, who advanced15 an'S'- presented 
me with a bouquet of fiftgePme-nots, my 
soul was filled with an ecstasy of joy 
earth cannot conceive bf.- 'T might men
tion other names,- butJiuffidfe5 it to say I 
had a grand reception,-a5Recompense 
for all my labors while in yVJtir midst. I 
would that it stimulate al^workera in 
ihe fields of progression. tq^So with all 
their might what theji' naji<js have to 
do. The earth journals a.short one at 
the longest term of years, and spirit life 

■is an unending state for spiritual work 
with advantages, and,a li^jh spiritual 
development and unfqjdm^t impossi
ble-when clogged wij$.. Arterial and 
physical environments. .

I was present last eVeniSg at the La-

to welcome every soul new-born into 
this kingdom of peace and good will to 
all. . l. ■

- I'would be remembered by my dear 
ones left behind, a father’s and a moth
er’s blessing rest upon you and the dear 
little ones entrusted to your care, bring 
them up in wisdom’s ways and in the 
knowledge of spirit communion.

A dear brother of mine advances and 
says: “Speak of me. I never had the 
privilege of addressing earth friends 
through this pen.” It is none other 
than Charles Sullivan. He says, “I 
knew this instrument and had faith in 
the writings given her.” .

And now, Mrs. Lovering, while you 
are penning these Unes from me many 
spirits are advancing and watching the 
modus operand! of this form of thought 
conveyance. I might mention the 
names of Mrs. Helen M. Flint, Mrs. Liz
zie Lincoln, Mrs. Lambert and several 
of your East Boston friends, with the 
Rev. Warren H. Cudworth, who is wav
ing the star Spangled Banner, and says 
“Sing it at the coming anniversary;’’ 
adds he has prepared an essay on “Spir
it Life and Its Possibilities,” which he 
will sometime write through your hand. 
’ Remember that in the coming week a 
large cloud of witnesses will be present 
at each meeting and I shall be present 
in the old familiar halls and places of 
worship. I am very glad I can convey 
These few rambling words through this

died. My soul goes out In thankfulness 
to all who assisted at the funeral serv
ices and for the good wishes expressed 
by so many loving hearts.

Yours for the truth of Spirit Com-
munion and spiritual progression, 
sign my name,

J. FRANK BAXTER.

THE VISION.

I

AFTER HER DEATH.
The Story of a Summer. By Lilian Whiting. 

Pervaded wi:h pure and beautiful spirituality 
of thought. Instructive and helpful to all who 
love and seek the higher and Oner ways ot 
spiritual experience. Price. 81.00.

POEMS OF PROGRESS.
o By Lizzie Doten. They are really valuable, 
Price, 81.00.

teachers. J;M. H,
. ■ . ... i . ,

/ "After Her Death. The Story of a 
Summer.” By, Lilian Whiting. No 
mind that loves spiritual thought can 
fail to be fed and delighted with this 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading 
tho mind onward Into tho purer atmos
phere of exalted spiritual truth.1 A 
book for the higher life. For sale at 
this office. Price, cloth, 51

dies’ Aid Society and noted the remarks 
of each speaker and almost felt I could, 
rise and speak again. -'-But my physical 
form was not there. Is it not natural 
that at this time so near the anniver
sary services that my-spirit was wafted 
into your midst and I sensed very keen
ly that I had got through my arduous 
duties with you? I momentarily feel 
the sense of blessedness it is to look 
into your faces once more and to see 
thereon the look of goodwill and love 
for me and mine. . .

Other workers, and well-wishers will 
soon follow in my. footsteps, for one by 
one wo cross the stream of deatty and 
feel assured many loved ones are ready

medium, whose pen so easily conveys 
my thought, and so convey this - one 
greatest truth of tho interchange of 
thought between the two sphere^ of ex
istence. Wo are not dead, but alive to 
all that pertains to your happiness, your 
spiritual unfoldment. Catch every 
pearl of truth as It descends to your 
minds from the portals of light, and 
grasp every golden opportunity it is 
yours to possess, thus adding knowl
edge to your faith which is enduring 
and will not pass away.

> Now I would say to every brother and 
sister in this cause of humanity, be 
faithful, let your light shine in all the 
dark places and satisfaction will be 
yours as you enter spir’.Tlfe. You will 
find you have taught the true gospel ot 
peace as did the lowly Nazareno when 
he walked in earthly paths. Much 
more would I say but I am thankful for 
tho present privilege, aS I feel sure it
will bear weight bn many minds. I am

Men my brothers, men the workers, 
ever reaping something new;

That which they have done but earnest 
of the things that they shall do;

For I dipt into the future, far as human 
eye could see,

Saw the vision of the world, and all the 
wonders that would be;

Saw the heavens fill with commence, 
argosies of magic sails,

Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping 
down with costly bales; -

Saw the heavens fill with commerce, 
and there rallied a ghastly dew

From the nation’s airy navies grappling 
in the central blue;

Far along the world-wide whisper of the 
south wind rushing warm,

With the standards of the people plung
ing thro’ the thunderstorm;

Till the war dijim throbbed no longer, 
- and the battle flags were furl’d 
In the Parliament of Man, the Federa

tion of the World. . <3
, —Tennyson.1

THE GOSPEL Of NATURE
Is a most excellent work by Dr. M. L. Sherman, 
assisted by Prof. W. F. Lyon. Heretofore tt 
has boon sold for 82, but the price now has been 
reduced to 81. It Is a book that will Interest 
and Instruct. It contains 280 pages, and Is full 
ot suggestive thoughts. Dr. Sherman was a 
medium ot rare qualities, and his work Is a 
reflection from tho celestial spheres. _

The Devil and the Adventists.
An Adventist attack upon Spiritualism re

pulsed. By Moses Hull. Price, 10 cents.

MH(m“THE“lLLUSTRIOUSj
By Godfrey Higgins. Esq. This work is one 

of the Library of Liberal Classics. No author 
was bettor qualified to write an impartial and 
honest life of Mahomet than Godfrey Higgins, 
and this volume Is Intensely interesting. It 
should bo read in conjunction with Gibbon's 
work. Price. 25 (/ .a. —______ .—.

TAE WORLD BEAUTIFUL
Series one, two and three. By Lilian Whiting.
Three choice volumes, each com; 1ct« In Itself, 

In which spirituality Is related to vsryday lite 
in such a way as to make tho world beautiful. 
Price. 81.00 each.

In
KEEP POSTED

Current Spiritualistic and Occult

PUBLICATIONS OF 

CARLYLE PETERSILEA, 
Given by automatic writing through 

tho author's mediumship.
' News.

You can do-it by reading each week 
The Progressive Thinker. The Philo- 
ophy and the Spiritualistic and Occult 
phenomena It contains each week, la 
the marvel of the age. No one can af
ford to be without the paper. Its price 
Is within the reach of all.

“Religious and Theological Works of 
Thomas Paine,” contains his celebrated 
"Age of Reason,” and a number of let
ters and discourses oh religious and 
theological subjects. Cloth binding, 430 
pages. Price $1. For sale at this office,

"The Majesty, of Calmness, or Indi- 
vtdual Problems and Possibilities.’’ By 
Wm, George Jordan. Another valuable

wm near wuigui on many minus, i am. little work. Price 89 cento. For Balo at 
। Mt dead, only my late physical body j this office, *

THE DISCOVERED COUNTRY.
A naratlve of the personal experience In spir

it Ute Of the author's lather, who had been a 
natural philosopher and a materialist. An ex
tremely interesting book. Price, 81.00.

MARY ANNE CAREW.
This work consists ot the experiences ot ths 

author's mother in spirit Uto. Price, cloth, Wo; 
paper, 400. •

PHILIP CARLISLIE,
A philosophical romance by tho guides, the 

subject ot the title being a scientific young phil
osopher, who is a medium: his chlor opponents 
being a clergyman and a materialist. Cloth, IL

OCEANIDES.'
A scientific novel, based on tho philosophy ot 

lite, os soeu from the spirit side. Paper, Wc.
MARK CHESTER,

Or “A Mill aud a Million.', This Is one of Car- 
lylo Petersilca's most Interesting works. Il is 
purely a psychical romance such os tho author 
Is noted tor producing, Cloth, Me; paper, 40c,
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ALWAYa.QIV^ YOUR FULL NAME 
AND ADDWS WEN SENDING NO
TICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR 
PUBLICATION, OTHERWISE THEY 
WILL FIND THEIR WAY TO THE 
WASTE BA^KE^

May 21, Wi"

MATERIALIZATION. SPIRITUALIST MEETINGS

T1'he society will close Its meetings tor
Church ot the Spirit.

iam Fitch Ruffle, at 2: 30 and

a shiver.

trouble which caused the death of 
mortal body. In the early part of 
sickness he told his mother he was 
ing to die. Weeks before the last

Star Lodge Hall, 378 S. Western 
nue. All welcome.

GEO. B. WARNE, 
President I. S. S. A.

his 
his 
go- 
ill-
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A New Phase—No Entrancement of the 
Medium.

We go to press early Monday morn
ing, hence communications Intended for 
that current Issue should reach this 
office not later than the previous Satur
day morning. Bear this In mind.

MORTUARY.

ILLINOIS ITEMS,

^ Ĵ?j'';^

J

ii-^-A

mm
..GENERAL SURVEY
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Take due notice that Items for this 
page In order to insure Insertion must 
contain the full name and address of the 
writer, Otherwise they may be cast 
into the waste basket.

When wiling for this paper 
use a pen or typewriter. -

THE SPIRITUALISTIC FIELD-ITS WORKERS.
DOINGS, ETC., THE WORLD OVER.

CONTRIBUTORS.—Each contributor 
is alone responsible for any assertions 
or statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be
lieving that the cause of truth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of tbe 
sentiments uttered in an article may be 
fliametrically opposed to his belief, yet 
that is no. reason why they should be 
suppressed; yet we wish it distinctly 
understood that our space is inade
quate to publish everything that comes 
to hand, however much we might desire 
to do so. That must account for tho 
non-appearance of YOUR article.

WRITE PLAINLY—We would like 
to impress upon the minds of our corre
spondents that The ProgresslveThlnker 
Is set up on a Linotype machine that 
must make speed equal to about four 
compositors. That means rapid work, 
and it is essential that all copy, to in
sure Insertion in the paper, all other re
quirements being favorable, should be 
Written plainly with Ink on white 
paper, or with a typewriter, and only on 
one side of the paper.

ITEMS.—Bear in mind that Items for 
the General Survey will in all cases be 
adjusted to the space we have to occu- 

. py, and In order to do that tbey will 
generally have to be abridged more or 
Jess; otherwise many items would be 
trowded out. Sometimes a thirty-line 
item is cut down to ten Unes, and ten 
Ines to two Unes, as occasion may re- 
juire. .

TAKE DUE NOTICE, that all items 
lor this page must be accompanied by 
ibe full name and address of the writer, 
it will not do to say that Secretary or 
Correspondent writes so and so, wlth- 
sut giving the full name and address ot 
the writer, ’ibe items of those who do 
lot comply with this request will be 
last into the waste basket.

KEEP COPIES of your poems sent to 
this office, for they will not be returned 
I we have not space to use them.

ANNOUNCEMENT—Harrison D.Bar- i 
•ett is located in Syracuse, N. Y., for 1 
Jie months of April and May. He will । 
>e pleased to fill week evening engage- 
nents within easy distance of Syracuse । 
ipon reasonable terms. Address him at ; 
mce for dates and rates. Send all let- 

’.ers to Harrison D. Barrett, P. O. Box 
162, Syracuse, N. Y. ;

The Washington Times says: "Judge . 
Bcott In the police court to-day officially 
leclded that ’damn’ is not a cuss word. - 
Alfred Burnett, 104 years old, of Boston. 
Maes., said, ‘Oh, damn it’ in a street car 
ast night, and a plain clothes police- 
nan arrested him. Mr. Burnett spent 
Jie night in the station-house. The 
juss words were spoken because the 1 
lid gentleman was taken past his desti
nation. In the police this morning the 
ludge not only discharged the prisoner, 
tint reprimanded the policeman who ar
rested the venerable stranger.”

Dr. W. G. Thurber writes: “The re- 
'.option tendered to Dr. Peebles In Bat- 
:le Creek, Mich., was a most brilliant 
iffair. The Doctor is very popular in 
Battle Creek, not only among Spiritual
ists but even the more liberal Chris
tians, for he has been invited to deliver 
in address before the members of the 
Voung Men's Christian Association. 
The Doctor is now reading the proof 
leaves of his over 100-page pamphlet 
upon Reincarnation; it is a kind of 
lymposlum. He has just put to press 
als work on ‘Obsession, or Evil Spirits 
tnd their influences.’ ”

For undertaking to hypnotize Post
master D. W. Mahony in the postoffice 
of Passaic, John Nugent, an employe of 
the offlee, was requested to walk out 
He went home and two hours later be
came so violently Insane tliat arrange
ments were made to send him to the 
isylum in Morris Plains. Nugent has 
Deen interested in hypnotism for sev
eral months, and during that time he 
has been taking lessons with Professor 
Tony Frylinck, a local lecturer on the 
subject. Frylinck some time ago warned 
the young man to drop the matter, but 
Nugent persisted in practicing upon his 
Erlends. He would stop people in tbe 
streets and ask them it they were 
aware that he was able to hypnotize 
Ihem. When Nugent reached home he 
tried to hypnotize the chairs in the 
bouse. Word was sent to the family 
physician, who, after a hasty examina
tion, declared that Nugent was insane. 
—Chicago American.

Edson A. Titus writes from Hamil
ton, Ontario: “On Sunday, May 1, Oscar 
A. Edgerly began a five Sunday engage
ment with the First Spiritualist Society 
of Hamilton, Ont. On Sunday, May 8, 
be gave the fourth lecture of the series 
of ten. We find Mr. Edgerly to be a 
trance speaker of marked power and el
oquence. In the four lectures given we 
have listened to the expressed thought 
of three different spirit intelligences, 
each of whom must have been an orator 
of eminence when in earthlife. The 
lectures have been philosophical, logi
cal, convincing. I write the above that 
all the readers of your valuable journal 
may know what a grand and helpful in
strument for the dissemination of spir
itual truths the spirit world has in the 
mediumship of Mr. Edgerly. We all re
gret the shortness of his present en
gagement with our society, and - we 
hope and expect to secure his services 
for a much longer engagement as soon 
as he has time that Is available.”

The Medical Summary ot Philadel
phia says: “The power of one mind 
over another is a subject always inter
esting when restricted to its legitimate 
medical and scientific aspect, and it It 
a notable fact that with many persons, 
this undefined force, or power, is sup
posed to be restricted, largely to the 
human species in HA relation to hypno
tism. This, however, is not so. Tbat, 
at least, some of the lower animals can 
he hypnotized, was discovered almost 
as soon as anything was known about 
the subject. Researches by M. N. Vas- 
chide, having proved that a definite 
power of the human eye can be made to 
act, as a true anesthetic, paralyzing 
brain action in animals as well as man. 
He has, likewise, shown that its mech
anism is real and hypnotic; he has ex
perimented largely on frogs. In fur
ther proof of tbe value of the experi
ments, it is has been observed that the 
various attitudes taken by the frogs are

Fear will cause a sudden blanching, a 
bloodless condition, which, in the case 
of the brain, must certainly result in 
anemia or inaction of its cells, which 
may remain as atonic or clonic spasm 
of the vessels and where atonic, require 
a special act of the operator to break 
the spell.”

8. M. Barnett writes from Texas: "I 
do not wish to miss a single number of 
The Progressive Thinker. I see the ma
terializing mediums have failed to re
spond to the challenge of those Califor
nia gentlemen who are Spiritualists 
themselves. The thinking people of all 
shades of belief are watching and wait
ing to see if any materializing medium 
will accept and prove the fact of mate
rialization. If there is no acceptance 
of course there can be but one conclu
sion, the mediums knew they could not 
stand the critical ordeal. It is high 
time for Spiritualists to demand that 
they do now come forward at once or 
else honestly confess their Inability to 
produce genuine phenomena. Keep the 
matter constantly before the people, 
and make the case so plain that tho me
diums will either have to give the tests 
demanded or retire from the business. 
The cause of truth demands it; the fate 
of Spiritualism is now at stake. It is 
no little matter, but is one of the vital 
issues that confronts the cause to-day.”

Mary Webb-Baker writes: “The Pro
gressive Thinker comes to me a most 
welcome visitor, whose columns evi
dence much activity along our lines, 
proving our cause not dead, but steadily 
advancing, finding less and less resist
ance, as the enemy's ranks become im
pregnated with the thought and teach
ings of Spiritualism. May the years be 
many through which The Progressive 
Thinker will scatter the seed of pro
gressive thought over the land.”

Correspondent writes: "Sunday, May 
8, the Metropolitan Spiritualist Society 
held its regular meeting at St. George’s 
Hall, and despite the inclemency ot the 
weather, a good-sized audience was 
present and the messages from Dr. Bur
gess and the pastor, Mrs. Maggie Waite, 
were never clearer or more accurate.

the summer, May 29, to reopen again 
in the fall when Mrs. Waite returns 
from her camp engagements.”

W. P. Clifford writes from Iowa: “I 
shall obligate myself to secure subscrip
tions for The Progressive Thinker at 
all times, and wherever I may be, as I 
consider it the greatest of all liberators, 
and truth and happiness being the goal 
of our ambitions, we should all endeav
or to spread the glad tidings, and try to 
make our fellow-men happy and pros
perous in the welfare of one another, 
that the world may become better. Let 
us all make an effort to stimulate Bro. 
Francis in his undertakings by doubling 
the subscription list to The Progressive 
Thinker. While at Waterloo, May 1, I 
had the pleasure of listening to a splen
did discourse by Rev. Moses Hull, the 
old wheel horse and champion debater 
in the Spiritualist ranks. He has no 
equal as a debater and expounder ot 
biblical truths, in our opinion, and of 
Modern Spiritualism of to-day, and the 
duties we should all endeavor to per
form and carry out. We wish him and 
Mrs. Hull many years yet to work upon 
this side and may their efforts add stars 
to their eternal crown.”

H. F. Coates writes: “Moses Hull will 
lecture for the Church of Spirit Com
munion, Kenwood Hall, 4308 Cottage 
Grove avenue, Sunday, May 22, at 3 p. 
m. Subject, The Resurrection of Jesus 
in the Light of Modern Spiritualism; at 
8 p. m.. Biblical and Modern Spiritual

strikingly characteristic of those 
taken in the human subject, the victim 
of hysteria. The analogy, therefore, 
being complete, inasmuch as It at once 
points strongly and wholly to the nerv
ous system as to one altogether at fault 
In hysteria. It further,- and likewise, 
suggests that hypnotism may not be far 
removed and may. Indeed, be akin to 
fear or anemia, sudden anemia of the 
brain, for stimulation always awakened 
tbe frog, either by alcohol, ether or. 
chloroform, beat doing the same and 
cold favoring the sleep. Take, for in- 
stance,-a wild beast, and how It will 
quail by looklngrit steadily in the eye, 

not the beast’s fear here manifest 
gad is this not sudden hypnotism?

nue, Thursday afternoon and evening, 
May 19. This is the first meeting of the 
benefit socials to be held this summer. 
Mrs. Richmond will be present. We 
are to take our luncheon, ,and stay to 
the evening meeting."

W. W. Aber writes: “I desire to say 
to my many friends that I shall be at 
home, 3422 E 10th street, Kansas City, 
Mo., during the St. Louis World's Fair. 
I have been informed by our local 
agents that stop-overs will be allowed 
on all excursion- tickets. For other in
formation as to niglrts of seances, etc., 
please write to me at above address.”

J. O. Stephens writes from St. Joseph, 
Mo.: “Spiritualism is booming here. 
First we have had Mr. W. C. Jessup of 
Chesterfield, Ind., trumpet medium, most 
of the time for the last three months, 
who has been giving seances around In 
private houses, which have been the 
means of many acknowledging the 
truths of spirit return. His seances 
having aroused such an interest we con
cluded to follow up his work with the 
philosophy; to this end we opened nego
tiations with Mr. J. A. Bailey, and se
cured his services tor one month. We 
are free to admit that he has exceeded 
our expectations. His lecture last Sun
day evening, on the ‘Power of Thought,' 
was pronoupced by our ablest Spirit
ualists, who have visited tne various 
camps, to have been the equal, if not su
perior to any that they had ever heard. 
He will remain with us for some time, 
and will answer calls tor week-day 
meetings or funerals within a reason
able distance of St. Joseph, Mo.”

The story is going the rounds that the 
Czar oj Russia employs a medium to 
tell future events. Of course she pre
dicts success for Russia in the end. 
The Chicago Record-Herald says: “She 
projected on a screen a vague image 
from a luminous detail of which the 
czar was able to distinguish Port Ar
thur in ruins and a fleet being blown up. 
Finally the Japanese are seen with
drawing from Korea with the victorious 
Russian army crowning the heights be
hind." .

There was a most beautiful and satis
factory memorial service for Mrs. Eme- 
llne S- Perkins, in lower Scottish Hall, 
Sunday afternoon. On the platform 
stands were exquisite bouquets of flow
ers; on the lower one callas in wing 
shape, with marguerites, jelly flowers, 
and a fine, spray-like purple flower; 
above these, a bank of callas, white 
pinks, and fine purple ones; and at the 
top a vase bouquet of jelly flowers, fine 
purple ones, and pink carnations. 
Among those who paid their loving trib
ute to the departed were Mrs. Briggs, 
Mrs. A. H. Harland, Prof. A. W. Wilson, 
Mrs. Bird, Mrs. H. Evans, Mrs. C. Wer- 
mouth, F. P. Cook, and Mr. Perkins, the 
husband, who also read a poem by his 
sister, Mrs. Darling. There was an up
lifting Influence through It all, and Mr. 
Perkins feels greatly improved and ben
efited by It.—The Truth, San Francisco.

The Chicago Examiner relates an al
most incredible story which comes from 
Hungary. A lady apparently died and 
was burled. Ghouls wanted the valu
able rings on her hand, so dug up the 
body, cut off three of her fingers, and 
this brought her back to life. She 
crawled out of her grave, was discov
ered, and finally restored.

J, F. Sno^v writes from Philadelphia, 
Pa.: "I consider The Progressive

ism Compared. A musical programme 
has been prepared for this occasion. 
Come early to both meetings and get a 
seat.”

A. C. Doane writes from Summerland, 
Cal.: ‘Tn The Progressive Thinker of 
May 7, it is.said, thataccording to Bib
lical record, Jesus materialized and 
permitted one doubting Thomas to feel 
of the wound in his side, and put his 
fingers in the nail holes, etc. On this 
ancient story rests the orthodox proof 
of immortality. Now which is most 
reasonable, to believe there was a holy 
virgin, the mother of that Jesus, whom 
we must believe in or be damned, or be
lieve our own developed spiritual 
senses. As to materialization, 1 now Jt 
to be a fact through others as well as 
myself. Self-cultivation and unfold
ment of the moral and spiritual senses 
of each individual is necessary to reveal 
the truth to all minds, be they spirits or 
mortals, and that is the mission of 
Spiritualism, and it came on earth to 
stay, and revolutionize the priestcraft 
of all nations. We have only felt the 
token of the coming thunderstorm In this 
freedom-loving republic, for ft will yet 
storm the stronghold of falsehood on 
earth, and establish the universal re
public of the brotherhood and sister
hood of humanity; for truth is mighty 
and will prevail..”

Dr. P. S. George writes from Lincoln, 
Neb.: "Max Hoffmann left-Llncoln last 
Tuesday tor Des Moines, Iowa, and 
other points in that state. He will also 
fill engagements in Illinois and Wiscon
sin, and expects to return here about 
the first of October to remain until next 
summer. Max is an indefatigable work
er and his work here has resulted in 
much good for the cause,. One evening 
last week his many friends arranged to 
surprise him at his rooms. Fifty or 
sixty in number gathered there and 
they had a merry time, a splendid lunch 
being served. Before, the closing of the 
affair the surprise was made complete 
when a committee marched Into thb 
room with a most elegant upholstered 
chair valued at 340, and in a neat little 
speech by a Mr. Beal It was presented 
to Max in appreciation of his labor in 
this city. It required some little time 
before he could get himself in shape to 
speak in appreciation of this gift He 
will always be received in Lincoln with 
a warm welcome by his many friends."

W. F. Schumacher writes: Sunday 
evening, May 8, Brother Coe gave an 
Interesting talK before a number at the 
Students of Nature. He will lecture on 
the .'Echoes of the Past, Present and 
Future,’ Sunday evening, May 22, for 
the Church of the Students of Nature, 
1565 Milwaukee avenue, assisted by, 

• other mediums. This church will close 
its services the last Sunday in May for 
the season. Will open again the first 
Sunday in September, conducted by its 

, pastor, Mrs. M. Schumacher. Every
body is welcome.” ; L'; ' '

Mrs. L. LeSleur writes: “Mrs. C; H. 
Mullins wishes to extend a, cordial Invi
tation'to" all the”members and friends 
of the Band of ’Hafinohy-to’her homie, 
2157 W. Monroe street, near 42nd ave-

Thinker a grand bureau of information 
on all subjects pertaining to our be
loved philosophy. Such writings as 
come from Lyman C. Howe, lectures by 
Cora Richmond and others, are truly 
soul-Inspiring. Then there is Hudson 
Tuttle. The articles that come from 
his pen are alone worth more to me 
than the price of the paper. I feel par
ticularly drawn to him.”

Albany, Mo.—While walking in his 
sleep Hardin Hughes broke into the 
postoffice yesterday marning and was 
trying to open a cash drawer when he 
woke up. Frightened at his predica
ment the youth ran home and told his 
father, a Baptist minister, of what had 
occurred. Father and son then aroused 
the postmaster and with him traversed 
the route traveled by the boy. This is 
what they discovered: The somnambu
list left his bed, secured a brace and bit, 
and went to the postoffice, four blocks 
away. Securing a box he climbed high 
enough to bore holes through a door 
and turn the lock. Then entering he 
went to a delivery window, climbed 
eight feet into the private office, and 
bored three holes into a cash drawer.— 
Chicago Tribune.

Prof. B. F. Mundell writes approving
ly of the good work done by Mrs. Vir
ginia Bryan at Wichita, Kansas. He 
says; "She is certainly an able talker 
and one who interests her audience 
from the beginning to finish.”

Felix writes from Milwaukee, Wls.: 
“In my estimation the apologists for 
fraudulent conditions ' for materializa
tion are getting the worst of it It be
gins to look as if the materializing me
diums must show up something besides 
their stock argument about not ‘making 
merchandise of their gifts.’ Mr. James 
Keck cleaves that argument or objec
tion from crown to toe. Mr. Hale will 
doubtless give them proper conditions 
for materialization. I think the more 
we get these fakers on the run the bet
ter it is for Spiritualism.” ,

Dr. Beverly writes: "The Spiritual 
Science Society has plenty of room in 
Arlington Hall. 31st street and Indiana 
avenue, and will introduce many new 
features. Every Sunday evening after 
the regular services some physical 
manifestations will be introduced. 
Next Sunday evening a slate-writing se
ance in the light by one of the best me
diums before the public. The services 
in the afternoon are free and physical 
exercises will be taught the children by 
a competent teacher, and many other 
new attractions will be introduced by 
the Sunshine Club. Booths for readings 
will be occupied from 2 to 10 p. m. by 
competent mediums and palmists, so ev
eryone disiring may obtain a private 
reading. Come early and bring your 
lunch. Free fea and coffee. Our next 
party will be Saturday evening, June 4, 
and it will be a swell affair. We have 
the finest talent and will satisfy every
one present.” -. ■■

Laura G. Fixen writes of her travels 
in Australia: “My whole journey was 
one grand reception., I never met finer 
people.” . . :

Nellie S. Baade writes from New Or
leans, La.: “Tuesday evening, May 3, 
one of the most enjoyable events of the 
season was the social at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry, given in honor ot 
the Spiritualist Society of this city. 
There was a large attendance. Tbe 
cause is prospering at the present time 
with a large attendance at each session. 
The challenge to debate with Dr. Co
burn attracted to hear us defend and 
champion Spiritualism, many Who are 
now regular attendants" at. our meet-. 
Ings. As the Doctor refused to meet us 
in debate our guides discussed the ques- 
tlon alone,-and it has made several new’

completes oiy engagement here, it is 
with a feeling of r^Juctance we turn our 
back upon uppity where we have made 
many friends, an4j,we shall miss the 
presence of jAhose..we have learned to 
love throug^the jaw of association; 
but such is life, and we try to make the 
best of it, hppiiig„at some future time 
to meet the dear friends again.”

“All things; both been and unseen, are 
perfectly natural," declared Rev. G. E. 
Chesbro, as he lectured before the First 
Spiritual Mission'of Los Angeles, at 
118% South Spring street. Dr. Chesbro 
holds that there is no such thing as the 
supernatural, and, touching upon this 
point, he said: “Advocates of the old 
theology, which was good in its time, 
make the distinction of natural and su
pernatural; they are, therefore, forced 
to the conclusion, which they are com
pelled to teach, that the natural or seen 
things are produced by the supernatu
ral or unseen, which in my youth I was 
told was done by miracles In a very un
natural way. This could not possibly 
be. While it is true tbat the unseen 
things have been unfolded into external 
manifestation from the great deep si
lence of the unseen, yet it is not true 
that the supernatural ever produced the 
natural, because the supreme principle 
in the science of being teaches the ir
refutable fact that nothing-—no thing
can produce something wholly unlike it
self. If there were a supernatural It 
would be wholly unlike the natural, and 
it could produce only its kind. There
fore the unseen source of all iqanifest- 
ed existence must be just as muck a 
part of nature as the seen things it has 
produced. Hence the element of power 
by which a person is brought en rapport 
with the- unseen world as a medium be
tween that world and. this on the plane 
of physical consciousness Is just as nat
ural as it Is for a kitten to open its eyes 
after it is nine days old. The only dif
ference is that the kitten lives in per
fect accord with natural requirements, 
while humanity does not. Noah's char
acter, whether real or Ideal, was that ot 
a medium between the unseen intelli
gence and that of the earth,plane. Noah 
was a just man in his generation and 
Noah walked with God, according to the 
Bible account,” and the speaker main
tained that when all mediums live such 
lives as his mediumship will be recog
nized and valued. Dr. Chesbro does 
not believe in the Spiritualism which 
claims materialization, and says the 
only way in which communion with the 
unseen world is to be had is through de
velopment ot the spiritual power which 
lies dormant in every human being, and 
may be awakened to a realization of the 
spirit world around it.—Los Angeles 
(Cal.) Express. :

Sunday evening; May 22, Dr. G. B. 
Warne, president df the I. S. S. A., will 
address the Spiritual Progressive So
ciety at 183 North Avenue. Mrs. Nellie 
Metcalf, of Detroit,' Mich,, will make re
marks and give tedts and messages.

Emily E. Philp writes: “The Engle
wood Spiritual Unl'on will hold, on Sun
day evening, May 22, at Hopkins’ Hall, 
528 W. 63rd street, a Spiritual Christen
ing and Confirmation Service, at which 
flowers will ‘be used Instead of water. 
Mr. Moore will lecture on the subject, 
‘Some Reasons Why.’ He will also give 
a brief history of the various modes of 
baptism, and also defend the Innovation 
caused by the'use pf flowers at christen
ing and confirmation services Instead of 
the usual Wa? of tisi'dg witter.,,Special 
music will lie',‘rendered, and good and 
reliable mediums will be present, and 
follow the lecture with messages from 
spirit life.”

Mattle E. Hull writes of the death ot 
Mr. Emery: “Mr. Emery has passed 
away. Funeral services were held In 
the Temple this forenoon, then tbe re
mains were taken away. Mrs. Emery 
goes to live with her son. There was a 
large attendance at the funeral. Mr. 
Fulton, the administrator of tbe Pratt 
estate, was one of the bearers. He is a 
Methodist, and I understand one of the 
greatest opposers we have in the whole 
town. He talked with Mr. Weaver, af
terwards with Mr. Hull and I. He said, 
T thought you had a very nice service. 
I was highly pleased.’ Of course we 
were pleased to hear these words."

All mail for E. W. Sprague and wife, 
the N. S. A. missionaries, should be ad
dressed Rochester, Ind., until May 1. 
After that date 618 Newland avenue 
Jamestown, N. Y.

Harry J. Moore desires to thank the 
many friends who have written to him 
expressing their, sympathy and hope for 
his speedy recovery from his late ill
ness. Mr. Moore takes this way of ex
pressing his appreciation for the inter
est shown in him as it will be impossi
ble for him to answer each individual 
by letter, and follow out the Instruc
tions given him by his physicians.

The annual convention of the Kansas 
State Spiritualist Association will take 
place In Security Building, Seventh and 
Kansas avenue, Topeka, Kansas, June 3 
to 6, 1904. President A. Scott Bledsoe, 
Topeka; vice-president, H. H. Benson, 
Grainfield; treasurer, John Beyer, Ster
ling. The following persons will,par
ticipate in the exercises: Judge H. H. 
Benson, hjrs. Inez Wagner, Bessie Bell
man, Etta "S. Bledsoe, Frank T. Ripley, 
A. Scott Bledsoe and others.

C. H? Mathews writes from New Phil
adelphia, Ohio: “If any of your readers 
desire an intellectual treat, let them re
fer back to The Progressive Thinker of 
Maxcity 16,1901, and read over again the 
lecture by Rev. J. E. Roberts, of Kansas 
City, Mo. It Impressed me then; It will 
bear reading again. To refer back to 
No. 565 (Sept. 22/1900) a prediction is 
made my Franz Petersiliea and In
dorsed by A. H. Nicholas, In regard to 
building matfeHals!- See sixth column, 
first page. Those who can refer to the 
files, as I do,' will find many valuable, 
practical suggestions and predictions, 
that will astoHlsh those who do npt 
know that ‘The thlhgs which are seen 
are temporal? Hut the things which are 
not seen are eternalU ”

Walter De Yoe Writes In the Chicago 
Dally News a!/'follows: "It Is the belief 
of thousands^ p^sons that the spirit 
or character of a person persists after 
the death of-The physical body con
tinues to exist as an intelligent entity 
In the more fejliefdAl atmosphere of the 
earth and InRUfencSS for good or evil 
the thoughts1 land tfiorals of humanity. 
The’ evidence proving this to be true, Is 
so strong th&W Afteh much investiga
tion, such authorities in exact science 
as Prof. William Crookes, F. R. 8., Prof. 
Alfred Russel Wallace and Camille 
Flammarion, to mention no others, ac
knowledge that thfey are converted to a 
belief in immortality and spirit return. 
The Psychic Research Society com
posed of .the most’ advanced scientific 
minds of the day, has accumulated vol
umes ot evidence shoeing how people 
are Influenced by their friends-or ene
mies, from the spirit side of;life. The 
murder of murderers by the state ap
pears as A doubldfcrfme ln . the llght ot 

; this theory that .Immortal • characters 
do not lose their Influence over mortals 
when they drop the. physical Torn! .by 

' death. If the menttyl .body of criminal 
I Anarizv in set free" by death eg that It

cap act upon the subjective mind of 
characters predisposed by environment 
and education to crime, often overpow
ering them with sudden desire to mur
der or steal, then it would be wise for 
the state to keep criminals bound to 
physical life as long as possible In order 
that the perverted and undeveloped 
forces of their nature might be edu
cated and trained to a high moral level. 
When the necessity for this Ib seen 
some one will rise up with a method. 
History proves that people as a whole 
always manage to get what they aspire 
for. Their prayers are answered by 
the power of the omnipotent Intelli
gence that is latent in all things, mani
fest in all things and superior to all 
things.”

R. C. Baird, secretary, of Elyria, Ohio, 
writes to remind all Ohio societies to be 
prompt in remitting per capita tax, as 
the books will be closed after the 23rd. 
A list ot all members and officers 
should accompany same. Delegate cre
dential blanks will be mailed to each 
society upon receipt of per capita tax. 
Send one to me for each delegate prop
erly filled out; retaining one for each 
delegate.

Mrs. Irene Smith of Tacoma. Wash., 
will give a free illustrated lecture at 
319 E. 55th street, the hall of the Hyde 
Park Occult Society, Friday evening, 
May 20, subject "Astrology, Phrenology 
and Palmistry.” Do not miss this 
treat.

Mrs. Pettibone writes that her hus
band, Hatfield Pettibone, passed to 
spirit life in Boston, May 9. He was 
prominent as a medium for physical 
manifestations.

Mrs, Isa Wilson Kayner, who has 
been doing some excellent work In 
Texas, will start for Chicago the first of 
June,-‘and will stop off’ at places in 
Texas towards Illinois, if desired. Ad
dress, The Temple, Galveston, Texas.

Mrs. W. C. Mitchel writes from South 
Bend, Ind.: “I would like to tell those 
who are interested in Spiritualism of 
the rare treat we have been enjoying In 
our home. Mrs. Maggie Vestal has 
just left us after a sojourn of one week. 
Her stay was one of profit and pleasure 
to all those who attended her seances. 
They were mostly in the dark, but all 
private sittings were in the light. She 
is a genial, happy soul, and by far the 
finest trumpet medium Fever met. We 
hope to have her in our home again be
fore many months, and I can most 
cheerfully and conscientiously recom
mend her to all who are investigating 
and seeking the grandest truth that 
ever came to mankind.”

Correspondent writes: "On May 22, 
before the Metropolitan Spiritualist So
ciety over which Mrs. Maggie Waite is 
pastor, Mrs. Laura Fixen will lecture, 
followed by spirit messages by Mrs. 
Waite. On May 29 this society will 
close for the summer months or until 
the expiration of Mrs. Waite’s camp en
gagement afefChesterfleld, where she is 
engaged for the entire season as plat
form medium; opening its doors again 
in September."

Ella Wilson Marchant writes from 
San Bernardino, Cal.: "I have read 
‘Some Psychic Experiences of an Octo
genarian,’ by Prof. J. S. Loveland, and 
find them well worth a perusal. Send 
25 cents for a copy, and thus render a 
timely assistance to a veteran Spirftual- 

'1st, as well as securing a personal bene
fit. Address him at Summerland, Cal."

K. G. Walker writes: "It is all very 
well to say that the philosophy of Spir
itualism should, from its intrinsic mer
its, win converts, and that phenomena 
should take a subordinate place; but 
the truth of the matter Is that compara
tively few appreciate the philosophy, 
while the great world of skeptics must 
have the phenomena to convince them 
of the truth. For this purpose we must 
have test mediums; and among the 
very best are Mrs. Hamilton Gill and 
her brother, Mr. C. J. Barnes. Stran
gers bereaved of their friends never go 
to them without receiving consoling 
proofs that their loved ones still live. 
A gentleman who is a devout member 
of an orthodox church lost one who was 
soon to be his bride. His bereavement 
threw him Into hopeless despair. A 
friend of ours finally persuaded him to 
accompany him to Mrs. Gill’s, who was 
an entire stranger to him. The visit 
brought the most satisfactory results, 
The dear one came to him and gave ab-1 
solute proof of her Identity. His gloom 
is gone, and he now goes on his way re
joicing. And this is only one instance 
in hundreds. Mrs. Gill gives two test 
circles a week— on Sunday and Thurs- 
daly evenings, and no one ever goes 
away from these meetings without a 
test. Sometimes these tests are very 
amusing. On a recent Sunday one of 
the controls said to a fine-looking gen
tleman present: ‘Dear me, if the folks 
knew what you are, they’d be careful to 
behave themselves. You’re a detective 
and I can see your star inside your 
coat.’ The man laughed, and said the 
spirit detective was right, and turned 
back the lapel of his coat to show his 
star. He said he had never attended a 
Spiritualist meeting before. Mr. 
Barnes Is a fine psychometric reader, 
and his presence adds much to the in
terest of these meetings. Mrs. Gill and 
Mr. Barnes will attend camp-meetings 
this summer, and would be glad to 
make engagements in neighboring 
states. Their address is 522 West Mon
roe street, Chicago.”

A new phase of spirit materialization 
has been displayed for more than a 
year past at P. LO. A. Keeler's light 
circle seances in Washington, D. C. Af
ter the usual physical manifestations 
and the writing of messages, a final bat
tery” Is formed; then the gas-light is 
turned off and a lantern, opened and 
shut by spirit power, affords just light 
enough to distinguish faces and forms.

This part of tbe seance thus becomes 
a materializing one, but tbe medium is 
not entranced. He sits, as usuaty in a 
chair in front of the cabinet, with a sin
gle person beside him, both enveloped 
in a sheet of dark cloth, with only their 
heads exposed.

Having attended many of these se
ances and having myself sat many 
times in the battery by the side of Mr. 
Keeler, I am qualified to testify con
cerning what I have seen and,heard. 
Mr. Keeler is In bls normal state just 
as I am. Apparently and avowedly he 
knows no more about the mystery than 
I do.

A face appears as the curtain behind 
and above us opens. The name of the 
deceased one is whispered or spoken 
aloud or the name of some one pres
ent In the audience Is called out. That 
person goes up to the cabinet. Gener
ally the spirit cannot say much—fre
quently not a word—but sometimes a 
conversation occurs. I have heard it 
carried on in foreign languages, the 
spirit speaking through the trumpet.

The facial features of the spirit are 
not often as recognizable as would be 
desired, but in some Instances they are 
so striking as to cause exclamations of 
joy and the shedding of tears.

In The Progressive Thinker of Janu
ary 9,1 described one of these material
izations—the article headed "Spirit ot 
Thomas Paine.” He came pursuant to 
appointment. After showing bls face 
and form he disappeared and presently 
manifested his presence again by deliv
ering a speech of seventy words, which, 
according to promise, were written 
down in the cabinet exactly as spoken. 
The two sheets on which the words 
were written were torn off the tablet, 
folded and passed over to me just be
fore the seance ended. Paine spoke so 
slowly that bis words could be taken 
down by an expert penman in’ plain 
longhand.

Some of the spirits have come out 
from tbe cabinet and walked about the 
floor. General Grant came out in plain 
soldier's attire, escorted by another 
general who addressed the audience; 
but Grant was quite silent. These forms 
I could distinguish between me and the 
lantern. How they get out neither I 
nor Mr. Keeler know. Generally we are 
not aware that they are out until the 
forms appear before us. And they re
turn to the cabinet without disturbing 
us at all.

It is asserted by some that spirits 
cannot be seen with the physical eyes 
in their normal state. If so, then not 
only my eyes but those of every person 
who attends these seances are in an ab
normal state. It Is further asserted 
that a materialized spirit is without 
weight. Not so. Not only I but many 
others in my presence have been rough
ly handled by stalwart ghosts at dark 
circles. And while sitting in the bat
tery I have often felt the weight of the 
spirit hand or elbow on my shoulder. 
And did not Prof. Hare actually weigh 
the materialized splrfWon scales? And 
do we not sometimes hear the heavy 
tread of a ghost?

Oh! the folly of denying spirit mate
rialization visible to mortal eyes. They 
clasp hands with us, they walk forth, 
they sit down, they dance to music, they 
talk. They are for the time being alto
gether human. I have kissed several 
of the female spirits, and others have 
done the same. It is no different from 
kissing mortal flesh.

WM. HENRY BURR.

Missionary work has its disadvan
tages as well as benefits. Hardly do 
the missionaries leave the field before 
good, bad and indifferent mediums put 
in an appearance eager to make the 
newly awakened activity tributary- to 
their own pockets. Brother and Sister 
Sprague have just organized a society 
at Danville, Ill., and now even some of 
the Spiritualists there are debating ask
ing the city council to fix a license tax 
as a partial barrier against the incom
ing of undesirable hordes. The press 
of that city are reaping a harvest from 
advertisements, varying from four lines 
to a column in length", announcing ’ev
erything from the cradle to the grave,' 
offering advice on love, marriage, busi
ness, finding stolen goods, health, good 
luek and success.

Is individual common sense to be 
abandoned for commercialized Spirit
ualism? Let local societies publicly re
pudiate responsibility for all workers 
not commissioned or approved, by the 
State and National Associations.

Mrs. Irene Smith, of Tacoma, wife of 
the secretary of the Washington State 
Association, is now located at 192 East 
Forty-first street, Chicago, and in addi
tion to the ordinary work of a medium 
is organizing classes In development 
Her terms are. reasonable, her teach
ings positive and her ideals high. She 
pleads for conscious mediumship and 
discards 'contentment with a grunt and

■ "Right Living." By Susan H. Wlxon, 
The author shows a.Wise practicality in 
her method of teaching the principle of 
ethics. She illustrates her subject with 
many brief narratives and anecdotes, 
which render-the book more interesting 
and more easily comprehended. It is 
especially, adapted for use in Children's 

-Lyceum. In the hands, of mothers and 
teachers it may be made very useful. 
Young and old.will. be benefited by it 
Cloth *1. 'Tor 0810 at this offlee.

Seldom have there been more sincesai 
expressions of sympathy than thd»< 
sent forth by the Spiritualists of all 
parts of Chicago to Prof, and Mrs. R. 
S. Ray, of 207 Lincoln avenue, on ac
count ot the death of their nine-year-old 
son and only child, Robert W. Ray. His 
unusual brightness and inherent manli
ness had won for Robert the genuine 
regard of the many who had met him 
at the week day and Sunday services 
held by his father as well as at the 
monthly meetings of the Chicago Spir
itualists’ League. Always interested in 
what was going on, but never forward 
in manner, he was a favorite with all 
who knew him. He seemed endowed 
with an Innate sense of his personal re
sponsibility for the entertainment of ev
eryone. Born on March 29, 1895, Good 
Friday, he passed out on April 1, 1904, 
also Good Friday. For some time he 
had suffered from valvular heart

It is Important when a meeting 1/ 
suspended, that notice bo given us, ad 
that inquirers may not be mislead, We 
want new notices of al) meetings be|ngi 
held hero in public halls at tbe present 
time.

The Church of the Soul, Mrs. Cora U 
V. Richmond, pastor, holds services 
every Sunday in Hall 309, Masonic Teu^ ; 
pie, at 11 a. m. Sunday-school at 16; 
a. m. : f

First German Spiritualist Society on 
the West Side. Meetings every Sunday 
gt 3 p. m, in Gareelman's Hall, corner 
Ashland avenue and W. 13th street.

The North Star Spiritual Union holds 
services at Perl’s Hall, 1546 Milwaukee 
avenue, every Sunday at 7:30 p. m, 
Mrs. E. J. Hanson, pastor. .

The Hyde Park Occult Society holds 
regular Sunday evening services, 7.45 
o’clock, at Alliance Hall, between Kim; 
bark and Monroe avenues. Jackson 
Park cars pass tbe door. The best tal
ent available will be secured for all 
meetings. To spread the truth is the 
object of this society. Address all com
munications to Mrs. Isa A. Cross, corre
sponding secretary, 660 East 55th street; 
Entrance to hall, 319 E. 55th street.

The Light of the Truth Society meet? 
each Sunday at the northwest corner of 
47th street and Cottage Grove avenue; 
Conference at 3 p. m., and lecture ani 
tests at 8 o’clock. Mrs. M. A. Borland; 
pastor.

The Progressive Society holds serv
ices every Sunday at 183 East North 
avenue, corner Burling, at 3 and 8 p. m. 
Good speakers, tests and messages at 
every session. Mrs. Hilbert, pastor. ., 

The Englewood Spiritual Union holds 
meetings at Hopkins’ Hall. 528 West 
Sixty-third street, every Sunday even- ~ 
ing at 8 o’clock. Conference in the at- ' 
ternoon at -3. The Ladles’ Auxiliary 
meets every Thursday afternoon at 
same number. Harry J. Moore, lec
turer. '

New Thought services conducted by 
.Julia M. Learnered, at 7:30 o’clock ev
ery Sunday evening, at 720 West MadU 
son street, third floor.

Tiie German-English Society Bund 
der Wahrhelt No. 18, bolds services ev
ery Sunday evening at 7:30 in Brandt’s 
Hall, 152 E. North avenue, between * 
Halsted and Clybourn; and every 
Wednesday evening at 7:30 In Garfield 
Turner Hall, corner of Garfield and Lar
rabee streets. Emil T. Vaas, lecturer; 
Frank Joseph, medium.

The Spiritualistic Church ot the St* 
dents of Nature hold services at 
Nathan’s Hall, 1665 Milwaukee avenue^ 
corner Western avenue, Sunday even* 
Ings, 7:80 p. m. Mrs. W. F. Schumacher, pastor.

Tho Church of the Psychic Forces 
holds services at Wilcox Hall, corner 
Champlain avenue and 43d street, every 
Sunday. Conference al 3 p. m. Lec
ture at 8 p. m. The hall number Is 361
363 East 43d street. Conducted by Mrs. 
Isa Cleveland.

____ Services are 
held every Sunday in the Schiller 
Building, 109 Randolph street, Suite 
301 and 302. Conducted by Prof. Will-

7:30p. m.
Church of the Spiritual Truth holds 

meetings every Sunday evening at 7:30 
at 962 Milwaukee avenue, near North 
Paulina street Mrs. J. DeLong, pastor.

Spiritual Church, Licht und Wahr
helt, meeting every Sunday evening at 
8 o'clock in Wicker Park Hall, 501 W. 
North avenue. Lecture and tests by 
Mrs. Th. Loll and Mrs. J. Villroak. A

Church of the Spirit Communion, 
Kenwood Hall, 4308 Cottage Grove ave
nue. Conference and messages at 3 p. 
m.; lecture at 8 p. m. Messages by IL.. 
F. Coates and others. Good music.

The Spiritual Unity Society holds'- 
meetings every Sunday at 3 and 7:30 p. " 
m. at 207 Lincoln avenue. Lecture and 
tests by Prof. R. 8. Ray, pastor.

Central Spiritual Church will hold 
services every Wednesday afternoon 
and evening at Taskinge Hal), Thirty- 
first street and Archer avenue. Con
ducted by Mr. and Mrs. Howes.

The Universal Occult Society holds 
Its meetings at No. "77xEast Thirty-first 
street, Hall “C," every' Sunday after
noon and evening, the Hon. Robert Gil
ray, pastor. The renownen medium, 
Charles J. Peterson, psychic. Confer
ence at 3 p. tn. Regular service at 8 
p. m.

A Spiritualist Temple has been 
opened by Mrs. Schwann, at 523 Bel
mont avenue. Services held every Sun-' 
day and Thursday evening at 8 
o’clock. Tests and music at every ser
vice.

The Rising Sun Spiritual Mission 
holds its meetings every Sunday at 
2:30 and 7:45. Sunday school at 1:30.

ave-

ness he told one morning that he had 
seen a recently deceased schoolmate 
beckoning him to join him, and when 
told he had been dreaming, insisted 
that he was awake and sitting up in 
bed when he saw the vision. Many 
friends sought to brighten the hour of 
sorrow for that home by tender offices 
ahd lavish bbstowal of beautiful floral 
offerings. Impressive were the services 
conducted by Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich
mond at the house and also at the 
mortuary chapel of Graceland Ceme
tery, where in accordance with the 
child’s expressed wish his body was laid 
to rest three weeks later. Such spirits 
as he make up the kingdom of heaven.

Mrs. Martha E. S. Root passed from 
mortal life at her home in Bay City, 
Michigan, on Saturday morning, April 
2, 1904, In her sixty-sixth year. After 
memorial services on the following 
Monday, conducted by her old friend, 
Mrs. Marv L. Doe, assisted by Mrs. 
Perry and Mrs. Knaggs, her body was 
taken to Detroit for cremation and its 
ashes now repose in an urn In the li
brary of the home which her individual 
presence so long graced and gladdened. 
Her personal character, broad sympa
thies, intellectual power and spiritual 
endowments made her a tower of 
strength to every caupe she cham
pioned. She was prominently identi
fied, often officially so, with the Equal 
Suffrage Association, the Woman’s 
Press Association and the State Federa
tion of Women’s Clubs in Michigan, as 
well as with the work of the W. C. T. U. 
Her wide influence was always exerted 
In behalf of a Spiritualism tbat is true, 
honorable, pure and of good report. 
Personal friends, widely scattered, will 
mourn their loss in the passing of this 
noble woman, but rejoice that she her
self has found tbe shelter of the peace
ful haven for which she longed in count
less hours of suffering. A helper here, 
she will continue to be a worker there. 
Warm sympathy will go out to the hus
band who was her companion for thirty- 
one years. . He will often realize her 
presence and yet have the cheer, of her 
counsel." GEO.B. WARNE.

Church of the Spirit. Spiritual serv
ices are held at Schiller Hall, at 2:30 
and 7:30 p. m. Psychometric reading 
and messages given to all attending, 
through Wm. Fitch Ruffle, psychic.

The Independent Spiritualists meet 
every Sunday, 8 p. m., 699% N. Clark 
street. Mrs. W. Brockway with "proof 
positive tests” which dumfound the 
skeptic and set the serious to thinking.

Spiritual Science Society meets every 
Sunday from 2 to 10 p. m., at Arlington 
Hall, N. W. corner of 31st street and 
Indiana avenue. Admission to after
noon meetings, free; evening servibe, 
15 cents. Mrs. Dixon and her daughter, 
the child wonder, will always be in at
tendance. Others will assist. These 
meetings will be continued all summer. 
Dr. Beverly, president, No. 44 East 31st 
street. '.

"New Testament Stories Comically Il
lustrated. Drawings by Watson Hes
ton. With Critical and Humorous Com
ments upon the Texts.” Heston’s 
drawings are incomparable, and excru
ciatingly funny. Price in boards, 31. 
Cloth, 31.50.

"Discovery of a Lost Trail." By Chas. 
B. Newcomb. Excellent in spiritual 
BUggestiveness. Cloth, 31-50. For sale 
at this offlee.

“Mark Chester; or a MUI and a Mill
ion. A Tale of Southern California.” 
By Carlyle petersilea. A pure psychic 
story, elevating and reformatory. Pa
per covers, 40 cents. Cloth, 60 cents. 
For sale at this office.

“Origin of Life, or Where Man Comes 
From.” “The Evolution of the Spirit 
from Matter Through Organic Pro
cesses, or How the Spiri*. Body Grows.” i 
By Michael Faraday. Prince 10 cents. 
For sale at this office.

"Talmagean Inanities, incongruities. 
Inconsistencies and Blasphemies; a Re
view of Rev. T. DeWitt and Rev Frank 
DeWitt Talmage’s oft-repeated attacks . 
upon Spiritualism." By Moses Hull. 
For sale at this office. Price ten cents.

"Mediumship and Its Development, 
and How to Mesmerize to Assist Devel
opment.” By W. H. Bach, Especially 
useful to learners who seek to know and 
utilize the laws of mediumship and do- 
velopment, and avoid errors. Price, 
cloth, 60 cents; paper, 25 cents. For 
sale at this office. ’ ■ " .

"The Lite Booklets.” By Ralph ; 
Waldo Trine. Three daintily beautiful 
little books, finely adapted for holiday 
presents. The titles are, “Character, 
Building by Thought Power,'! “Every 
Living Creature," and “The Greatest 
Thing Ever Known." ■ The matter is ot 
high-toned spiritual character and ot 
help;. I purpose.- Froce.35 cents each, 
ns.'* By Elizabeth Towne. Valuable 
for health. Fries 35 cents.
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|| Read This List of ||

PREMIUMS.

LIST OF CAMP-MEETINaS.
gratidpted,. uw

Elyria, Ohio.

$

of the existence

Tho Reason of [lists.

ft

3imAFM

resident.
^innati, O.

me- 
by

evidence. The birth, 
of all are surrounded 

| myths.
' ..The only evidence

. ' G. N. HILLIGC 
2400 W'McMicken AVj

Interest' In the various Spiritualist 
camp-meetings has "commenced, and 
secretaries of the same should report at 
once to this office, so that proper cor
rections as to dates, etc., can be made.

The Philosophy of Modern Thought 
Critically Considered.

Maple Dell Park, Ohio.

In Which . Life In-Various Aspects la 
Presented.

OUR ELEVEN BEAUTIFUL AND USE
FUL PREMIUM BOOKS.

Grand Ledge, Mich.

Forest Home, Mich.

The Import of Mediumship.
Lake Brady, Ohio.

Delphos Camp, Kans.

Harmony Grove, Cal.

Island Lake, Mich.

ynlty Camp-Meeting.

Send In Your Dates and Names of Sec
retary at Once.

Island Lake Camp.

Wonders of Little Things.

Freeville, N. Y.

CAMP CHESTERFELD, IND?"

‘WouZ Shall I Become a Modi

WORDS OF CAUTION.

OUR ELEVEN REMARKABLE BOOKC
FOR $3.35.

READ THIS CAREFULLY BEFORE 
REMITTING. ~

Onset Camp.
Commences July 24 and ends August 

28. For full programme and particu
lars address the secretary of the camp, 
Onset, Mass.

is department is under the man- 
ment of

HUDSON TUTTLE. ’ " '
Address - him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

NOTE—The Questions and Answers 
have called forth such a host- of re- 
BPpndenta, that to give all .equal hear
ing compels the answers to be made in 
the most condensed form,, and, often 
clearness, is perhaps sacrificed to this 
forced brevity. Proofs have to be .omit
ted. and the style becomes tliereby ^-. 
sertive, which of all things Is to be dep
recated. Correspondents often weary 
with waiting for the appearance Of 
their questions and. write letters of in
quiry. The supply of matter If dways 
several weeks ahead of the space given, 
and hence there is unavoidable delay. 
Every one has to wait bls time and 
place, and all. are treated with equal 
favor. ,

NOTICE.—No attention will be given 
anonymous letters. Full name and ad
dress must be given, or the letters will 
not be read. It the request be made, 
the name will not be published. The 
correspondence of tills department has 
become excessively large, especially let
ters of inquiry requesting private an

' ewers, and while’ I freely give what
ever Information I am able, tbe ordi
nary courtesy of correspondents is ex
pected. HUDSON TUTTLE.

Editor: Q. Does not the press ex
ert a great moral Influence?

A. There is no question of the power 
exercised by the press. It is greater 
than all other influences brought to 
bear on humanity. The time was when 
the pulpit and public rostrum were the 

‘great educational and directing forces, 
but that time has gone by. The most 
powerful government dare not brave 
the opposition of the press. But this is 
not saying that the press is what it 
ought to be, or what it might be, or 
that it has a great moral Influence. In 
its eagerness for news, in -catering to 
an [unrefined, vulgar taste, it has be
come debased until the distinction be
tween the yellow cover journal and the 
conservative Is lost. With the facili
ties for news-gathering the columns be
come sewers through which the effete
ness, degradation, imbecility, villainy, 

. moral disease and corruption of the 
whole world. In a seething mass of un
utterable abomination is poured. :.

The great metropolitan journals take 
the lead in the gossip ot villainy and 
prurient rascality; and the smaller fry 
of town and village closely imitate. 
Special correspondents are sent to 
treat distances to report murders, rob
beries, debaucheries, and nameless 
crimes.

The taste of the public IS not only 
catered to. it is cultivated in this direc
tion; and when it cannot satisfy the 
craving for moral and social carrion by 
facts the ready pen of the hack writer 
supplies the reeking columns.

I' take at random a leading morning 
paper and this is the repast set before 
its readers for breakfast time: A Mys
terious Murder—Big Hole in City’s Fl- 
nance—City Officials Have the Biggest 
Graft-t-Woman and Mau Break Joli—A 

^TqnTiessee' Mystery—Ydurig1 r Wothan 
Found Dead—Killed the Wrong Man— 
Woman Ratbanes Her Husband—Mur
der of a Betrothed—A Young Michigan

A. No well-informed person ques
tions the "explorations," or for a mo
ment doubts that tiiere were great na
tions on the earth six thousand years 
ago, Every. effort, has been made by 
those who accept tip Bible literally and 
as infallible/ to disparage ail facts con
flicting with its chronology, byt the ev
idences of the vast antiquity of man 
have, become unanswerable. > The pyr
amids were old . before authentic his
tory, and beneath their base lies the 
annual addition of'mud brought down 
by the Nile. Every yeqr the great 
river overflows and leaves a film of sed
iment. In borings in this deposit re
mains of human art have been found at 
such depth, asjq place the age of .these 
remains. .Calculated, from the annual 
thickness of the layer deposited, thCse 
remains must have ijeen ut least one 
hundred thousand years old. In other 
words, one hundred thousand years be
fore the pyramids were built, there was 
dwelling in thp Nile valley a people who 
had attained to a marked civilization.

But this is as yesterday to the revela
tion of the flint arrow heads found be
neath the'drift, showing that at that 
time man had learned the use of the' 
bow and arrow, and spear.

The drift age closed a million and a 
half years ago. It its'cause was" that 
assigned by astronomers, man could not 
have had bis origin amid the frosts of' 
that period. He must have been some
thing more than a savage in the warm 
and genial preceding age, and become 
able to,resist the adverse conditions of 
the ice' age; or drift. Here years be
came as moments and are counted by 
millions.

From the first introduction, when 
man appears coarse and heavy of bone, 
thick of skull, a brawny animal,,-able to 
kill single-handed with a stone or club 
the bear or wolf which disputed, his 
cave dwelling, to the present there has 
been a continuous'advance. There has 
been at no time a “fail”; at no time a 
"universal deluge."

The savage races of the present are 
superior to their past estate. Not one 
of them has attained a higher place In 
the past than their present.

The "fall of man” is a myth, invented 
to explain how evil came into Uie world 
ruled over by a good f God. Religious 
systems are all schemes to get this evil 
thus Introduced, out of Uie world. If 
the “fall of man" is a myth, what is to 
become of a religious system founded 
thereon? The future holds the full an
swer. Thus far, it has ignored the 
tacts of science, and gone forward as 
though all discoveries and conclusions 
ot scientists gave it support. Can It al
ways override the common sense of 
mankind? "

F. A. 8.: Q. What is obsession, and 
how can it be prevented? Are all me
diums, more or less, in danger of it?

A. Obsession is possible, and every 
medium influenced is in a greater or 
lesser degree obsessed by the controls. 
Go on with this to its full extent and 
there is perfect control which is known 
as obsession. To prevent this control 
would be to prevent mediumship entire
ly. The objection lies against undevel
oped, sinful, or evilly-disposed spirits 
whose messages are undesirable and in
fluence detrimental.

A medium can be influenced only by 
spirits in unison. The aura surround
ing the medium allows or prohibits ap
proach, and thus It is evident that the 
medium may be judged by his control, 
or as the medium, so will be his con
trol. To escape undesirable influences, 
therefore, the character must be domi
nated by the sum of all spiritual ten
dencies and harmony known .as right 
eousness. . .

\ Desperado Terrifies a Community and 
I Shoots Two Men—Rivals in Love Fight 
! a Duel—Sold His Wife—Negro Lynched 
A —A Regular Mill, etc. One solid page 

■ is devoted to a full report of a prize 
fight, attended by the best society 

imen, the details of each round being as 
.'brutally told as the scene itself.

' •' The reporters vie with each other in 
making their articles sensational, and 

■ announce them with stunning headlines.
There are columns of advertisements of 
quack medicines, and alluring promises 
of "retired clergymen" with remedies 
for unmentionable diseases, and col- 

■ umns of ’’personals’’ which ought to 
damn the publisher to infamy.

Through the 48 pages, one looks in 
valn"'for one item of self sacrifice, hon
or, integrity, or a moral action. “The 
mirror of the times” has no surface for 
the reflection of these. .

The literary taste of the people is de
graded and vulgarized Instead of b.elng 
Improved and elevated. The glowing 
narratives of robberies, murders, prize 

■ lights, assignations, and nameless dev
iltries, instead of preventing by exam- 

Y pie stimulate imitation and engender 
I thirst for the notoriety of crime.
1 The comic illustrations follow the 1m- 

4 becfle lead, and'have become pitiable 
-i \instead of mirth-provoking. They 
A [have become like the gaudy daubs of 

(• /the-nursery.
1 ■ J We would say to the press: Cast out 
i: the "end man,” dispense with your 
I “court fool” who makes jest of human
ft degradation and misery. Your "funny 
A man” has worn his jokes threadbare.
\ Bad spelling and slang will not sustain 

;>'.;\ him. If there is a good deed in the 
A : world give it place and preference. We 
a weary with the deluge of filth, corrup- 
/to-, tiod and crime. We weary with a press 
.'ft?'- subsidized to political corruption, to 
'' church influence, to capital, to the 
-■ strong against the weak.

To the Editor:—Please permit me to 
say that after three months’ continuous 
work as speaker and medium for the 
Phlosophical Society of Spiritualists, 1 
was called away by the illness of a rela
tive, but have returned after two weeks’ 
absence, feeling that in my effort to 
give the truth of a still unpopular relig
ion totthe people, I am repaid ror sacri
fices made, by the consciousness of 
having gained the love and confidence 
of those with whom I have labored.

I for one shall be glad when Spirit
ualists arrive at the stage of develop
ment when they cease looking after 
strange gods' and settle down to the 
consciousness that life is one and truth 
is truth whether it comes from the lips 
of Mr. Jones or Mrs. Smith, then Mr. J. 
and Mrs. S. may hope to settle down 
among a congenial people and do far 
more effective work than by running 
about from Dan to Beersheba trying to 
satisfy the Insatiable curiosity of those 
who are always calling for something 
new, while not having made any prac
tical application of what has already 
been given them. An ounce of applied 
truth is worth more than a shipload 
that has rolled off and over us like 
water off a duck’s back.

If we have got more truth and a bet
ter religion than the Christians, the 
best way to let them know it is Jo live 
it ourselves.

Some of us think when we have had 
a few tests, we have found ah the re
ligion there is in Spiritualism.

If Spiritualism teaches us anything it 
is that the life we live Is about the 
whole thing after all; for our happiness 
here and hereafter depends upon how 
we live and think and do. Great deeds, 
noble aspirations, beautiful lives are 
the result of truth applied to right liv
ing. And I am glad, dear Progressive 
Thinker, that your columns are’filled 
with so much food for thought regard
ing mediumship—that power so little

J. T. Moxley: Q. Did Jesus Christ 
ever exist on earth as related in the 
New Testament? .

A. The Christ-ldea has been enter-’ 
,, f tained by all races of mankind from re

moteat ages and every people . has 
M ft had. an exponent, a personal represents
: “: | tive of tliat idea. How much [reality 

there is in these “Saviors" history fur
? \ nishes -scarcely anything but negative

lives and deaths 
by fables and

I have read with interest an article 
by W. M. Strong, of Hamilton, Can., en
titled the Philosophy ’ of ''' Modern 
Thought. ' ■

He defines substance as tlie phenom
ena of an inner working- power,' and 
that power is omnipotent. That nature 
abhors a vacuum, and therefore never 
permits one.' These are his premises 
briefly stated. a . . . •’ :>•;;' ■■

That there is nothing, greater; than 
truth is a self- evident fact, is my prem
ise. I have no prejudices against mod
ern thought, so far as it is true and 
practicable. In this sense it is like an 
ancient thought, only valuable for its 
usefulness. I regard the soul as a 
“vacuum,” and herein' appears the im
possibility of it. The ;sublime and ri
diculous are so closely united . that 
sometimes opg is taltgn j$r the. other. 
Modern philosophy (?) backed by, sci
ence (?) says there tire no vacuums, 
alsq that nature abhors, vacuums, Now ■ 
If nature abhors , vacuums, itis.aeK-evh • 
dent' there must be vacuums tp abhor, 
tor how can nature abhor’ that which 
has no existence. It is not possible to 
conceive of a thing which has no foun
dation or existence. . ; ,

The supernatural is 'denied also, and 
that itself shows the weakness7 and 
nakedness of philosophy, Thb soul is 
supernatural, and is a vacuum, but it is 
not given to ordinary minds to know 
this. For how can the natural mind be
lieve In tbat which nature abhors? We 
instinctively try to destroy that which 
we abhor, and the mind that rejects a 
proposition is at variance therewith 
and its thought is that of destruction. , 
No man can conceive of the supernat
ural, unless that he have something in 
himself in harmony with the idea. The 
soul Is a vacuum. It contains the Ego 
its maker which is supernatural be
cause nature cannot destroy it. In na
ture things are'moved by contact and 
by Impact. Operations by contact are 
downward. We cannot operate upwards 
save as we receive that which is supe
rior from above by impact This ia the 
way of the spirit '

This nature in which we now exist is 
not infinite.

There are other natures. This is a 
peculiar one in which motion is the 
law. Perfection of motion is the ulti
mate of this nature. Perfection is 
stagnation of which we know but little.

. A little farther on Mr. Strong states 
that “There can be nothing more con
trary to natural law than the thought 
of the Infinite principle of life destroy
ing or planning, to destroy Itself. I 
hope our friend will not have the in
consistency to aver that as there can 
not be a vacuum in nature, therefore 
there Is no such thing as destruction in 
nature, because all averred, destruc
tions of nature are caused from move
ments of and" In nature to prevent, that 
which he says never existed, viz., a 
vacuum.

While It may be a scientific fact that 
all life is one, as in the aggregate, yet 
science does not teach that one life is 
all- ' .

The statement “all aro parts of -one 
stupendous whole whose body nature is, 
and God the soul,” may be true In tlie 
abstract. R |s equally true that life 
and consciousness is individualized, 
and what I may build up to-day, W. M. 
Strong may destroy to-morrow and vice 
versa. There being as many divisions 

. of life and action in our great bnlvprsq 
aS there are Individual sduls] hot-t>nly 
is this true of the human family, but, of 
the lower animals as well. "

But our friend’s real position Is that 
nothing is more contrary to natural law 
than the thought of the infinite princi
ple of life destroying or planning to de
stroy itself, which I take to mean that 
he believes the principle of life is inde
structible, a principle never changes, 
which is to say a unit is equal to the 
sum of all its parts-now and forever. 
But there is nothing more fluctuating- 
than life in all its varied forms, and 
while passing through those fluctuating 
stages of existence, the spirit Is trying 
to discover itself and Ite destination, 
by experience and contact with visible■ 
nature. It , finds that way grows 
broader and more interesting just in 
the ratio that the mind is left free-to 
make Its own discoveries.

Solomon of old said there was noth
ing new under the sun. If this is true, 
we have no modern thought It is the 
same to-day, yesterday and forever. 
Yet it does not follow that God cannot 
destroy life even if he is life. We all 
know that great storms such as de; 
stroyed Galveston, and great earth! 
quakes such as almost depopulated 
Martinique, are caused from what we 
regard as the abnormal action of na
ture. In Galveston and Martinique 
many thousand lives were destroyed or 
displaced. Will you give us your the
ory for-the destruction of these lives? 
and this property? Will you tell how 
it is that thousands of-people in the 
United States and Canada are living 
upon the agonies of the millions? The 
same being true in the ocean, little fish 
are devoured by the larger ones, and 

, that the real practical truths of nature 
are that the thousands are continually 
luxuriating upon the agonies of the 
millions. Can you explain these facts 

. without implicating the Infinite princl- 
pie of life of which you speak so much?

, A. T. ALFRED.

The work iu our g®iiouB< cause is 
progressing In Ohio, ^dbrRhe'O. 8. A. 
as never before.. Odw earnest worker, 
and honest medium,-Mfai CAirie F. Cur
ran, state president,' ®ab‘dUid more for 
the 0. S. A. than aUslier/frbdecessors, 
and the good' work ishitilpyoiug on. I 
must speak of the gfeod tUOrk being 
done in Sandusky, Irvtfg Jdfekson, pres
ident. They haw, a.fine iqeciety and- 
are doing a grand wbrlU-.Threeweeks 
ago I went to serve .the-awdlety there, 
and organized a lycbumQisthey opened 
their- lyceum wlthr fifteen children. 
May 1 I served that -society, again, and 
they then numbered, .twenty-five and 
added several more Wat.. day.. Mrs. 
Mrs.; Wharton, their conductor, is p very 
able woman. Assiste-d- by-Mrs. Buten- 
hagen and Mrs. Jackspny -they are pre
paring for a May festival, the children 
taking a great interest in-the-work, and 
their leaders are certainly-to be -con-

. In the clipping I enclose you will note 
a report of “an unusual number of sui
cides, at least half of them dye to de
spondency because of Inability to se
cure employment." Still every step to 
reduce the hours is vigorously opposed 
by employers. Are Christian employ
ers generally to be found urging this re
form? I know that. !n thp printing busi
ness, religious papers,, etc/ are noted 
for paying low wages, though there are 
exceptions, of course, I suppose most 
of them have a struggle for existence, 
anyway. ,''??.''!? w

understood ‘by the world, even by 
diums themselves, and so abused 
many. ■

May the time Aeon come when 
world shall know the difference 
tween the true spiritual medium

of Jesus is contained in the gospels, 
to outside of these there is not a line or 

, ' word authentic relating to him. You 
to must study this evidence and decide 

whether it be conclusive or otherwise.
i. ; Che biography ot all these "Saviors” 

; ; ;>vaq written a long time after their al
. ’.eged births. - ■

S. F. Moore; - Q. Are the "Explora- 
. tions at Nippur and through the regions 

of ancient Babylon’’ authentic? As I 
' understand it these' explorations show 

that great and prosperous nations exist-: 
ed at and .before the creation as record
ed in- the Bible. If this is true, then 
man did not fall* and what Is to be

' come'of a religion founded on the fall?

the 
be- 

and
the fortune-teller. But we can’t expect 
the world to make a distinction while, 
those employed, by Spiritualistic socie
ties use their giftk to satisfy the de
mands of men and women who care tor 
nothing above or beyond the material 
plane of expression. - - ‘ ■ ■
' Mediumship was not given us for that 
purpose, but to teach man that he is an 
immortal being, that death Is not in the 
universe, but only life and love and 
beauty, and order and harmony.

Oh! ye Immortal gods! have patience 
with, us—we shall realize by and by 
that mediumship endows us with the 
grandest possibilities for lifting our
selves and others out of the conditions 
of benightment that still cling to us 
while on our way upward from’ sav
agery to sainthood. - ’ '

■ ' ALICE C. BARRY.
.Clinton, Iowa.

- The Commandments Analyzed, price 
J5 cents. Big Bible Stories, cloth, 50 
cents. For sale at this office.

in^Mediumship and Its Laws. Its,.Conditions 
nd Cultivation,” by Hudson fettle/ ^

tsz Send to^

■ The new society at Wellington,.is do
ing a good work, they; aite interesting, - 
many who knew nothing, of Spiritual
ism, and it means something to be a 
Spiritualist in a.town whererthe fires of’ 
the old "material hell," have not died 
out, and the-reverendaipreaclj.lt as one 
of them there does;, :.i: ,-.;>: , 

■ Mrs. Carrie F. Curran served our so
ciety May 1, and also, at Wellington, do
ing-good work as she always does, hon
est and spiritual. She-has. organized 
several new societies, in the. past four 
months, and goes to Geneva, Ohio, to 
organize a new society, Sunday, May 8. 
Other societies have, been -organized, 
and reinstated by the Work of the state 
missionaries during the past few 

"months. ? i
The lyceum here under the direction 

of Miss Laura Winslow,.' is doing well, 
and is to give a Mayday entertainment 
for the benefit of the lyceum. We use 
Mr. Ring’s Progressive Lyceum paper, 
and find it very instructive; they also 
use it in Sandusky.

I saw by your valuable paper the 
stand Lizzie Harlow has taken, and I 
want to say, all hall! Lizzie Harlow; 
when one so noble and grand, used by 
the angel world to proclaim freedom 
from the slavery of Ignorance, comes 
out for and In defensa of the truth, I 
feel I and my good husband are not the 
only ones who cry fraud. There are so 
many Spiritualists, who claim-that if 
you look for fraud you malto the condi
tions for it, Away with such nonsense. 
Must we not use our own mediumship 
for protection? The surest.proof to me 
of good mediumship Ik to see man or 
woman Investigate andiknow for them
selves. Knowledge lanwhat we want. 
I for one have stood all the old blind 
faith I can stand—and there are many 
who are bo honest and yet |pnk a desire 
to study the laws whlqh coqtyol. They 
are stupid. My friend caffjg to me not 
long ago feeling very anxlQflji because I 
had said some ot the old mediums used

The views and position of a church 
are governed largely by its officials and 
surroundings. ■ -For Instance, slavery 
was a divine institution In the.South be
fore the civil war. • • ■ '

From another- clipping:' enclosed: 
"Men who seem -'to be-rfgHt^-in' every 
particular, honest; truthful,- Wil do any-' 
one a favor, - but—they never -go to 
church.” ■ ■ ■' ■ ft- , ■ .’•

As you‘hdV,e’pointed out, character Is 
not a mattftf' of church ’ membership.- 
This is shown plainly in “That Printer 
o’ Udell's" and "The One Woman.”

In churches confining 'themselves to 
the giving of moral lessons and the 
pointing out of Uie folly of wrong-doing, 
attendance must surely be beneficial; 
but where efforts are made to instill be
liefs contrary to reason, mental harm 
seems inevitable. Can you reap truth 
when you plant error—“figs from 
thistles?"

There should be a mighty influence 
for good In neighborhood organization 
to promote purity and righteousness. 
Possibly the movement to unite the 
churches may ultimately bring this 
about in an effective manner. - The 
greater toleration necessary may finally 
result in honesty and sincerity being 
made the only test, with the genuine 
desire for the moral advancement of 
humanity being accounted sufficient, re
gardless of-belief, either in Christ as 
the Savior, or in the sacredness of the 
Bible. To-day the progressive minister 
or church-member occasionally feels 
that he has grown so far beyond tho 
doctrines of the church that he must 
leave it or be forced out. "He can’t go 
back!" Sometimes the Result is the 
founding of an independent church, the 
existence of which depends upon the 
power of the minister to hold together 
a sufficient number of followers able 
and willing to support it.

An Opportunity Never Before Offered 
on This Earth to Form.the Nucleus of 

^brary Al°na Spiritual-, 
Psychic and Ethical Lines of 
«T^ 8ystem °' Humanitarian 

Work Originated Solely by The Pro. 
gresslve Thinker.

Mt. Pleasant Park, Clinton, Iowa.
The camp session of the M. V. B. A., 

Mt. Pleasant Park, Clinton, Iowa, will 
open July 31 and close Aug. 28. For pro
grammes address Mollie B. Anderson, 
secretary, Clarksville, Mo.

The American Spiritual, Religious and 
Science Union will hold a camp session 
at Maple Dell, commencing July 24 and 
closing Sept. 1. Lucy King, correspond
ing secretary. Address with stamp, 
Box 45, Mantua, Ohio. The grounds 
will be open for family reunions, Bun
day-school picnics, and Sunday meet
ings, etc., from June 1 to Sept. 15.

Chesterfield, Ind.
Chesterfield (Ind.) camp-meeting 

opens July 14 and closes August 28. For 
programs and other Information ad
dress Lydia Jessup, secretary, Chester
field, Ind.

tJ°Vhould not 8end money ln a |et- 
ter. You may do so a dozen times safe- 
h’ I3”? then the next remi»ance may 
be lost or stolen. Secure a posts! order 
for five cents, and then you are per
fectly safe, and will save yourself an
noyance and trouble. y°ur8eir an-

stock messages, saying souqe of them 
will hear of it and U;py, wl|l all work 
against you and ruin your njediumship, 
I said, if my mediumship, .yhat little I 
have (for I am only £ ijegtaner), de
pends upon favors froni.BUch a source 
as that to,further my ^eyetopment, the, 
sooner they l^now it thA b^V

And I do nbt,fear, for pa 'i. 
man'judge said, If .it bff.of Cq

J Ro- 
.ruth,

it will, stand; and1' ,mw spMt. mother 
would not,forsake her childlbbcause she 
sought to' And,.,(he ‘truth., .Neither' 
wpuM, My hpn^ ^CX^HAM 

rtoOpmo oiip wh.o 

^NNA E, UAIRD,. .

There is a certain little fly that 
makes four hundred and forty steps Iff 
running three inches, ahd all in one-, 
half a second of time. To equal this, fn 
proportion to his size, a man' would 
have to run at the rate of twenty miles 
a minute. ' ’ ’'

The common flea leaps two hundred 
times its own length. To show like agil
ity, a man six feet tall -would- have to 
Igap a distance of twelve'hundred- feet

The cheese-mite is about one-quarter 
of an inch in length, yet'it has been 
seen to take the tip of its- tall in-’Its 
mouth, and then letting go'with a jerk, 
leap out of a vessel six inches in depth. 
To equaUthis, a man would have to 
jump out of a well from a depth of one 
hundred and forty-four feet • z

Equally strange things ‘ are found 
among the plants and vegetables. A 
student of nature once tested the grow
ing force of a squash. When it ’ was 
eighteen days old and measured twenty
seven inches in circumference, he fixed 
a sort of harness around'it, with a long 
leyCr attached. The power of the 
squash was measured by the weight it 
lifted. Two days after tho harness was 
put on it lifted sixty' pounds. On the 
nineteenth day it lifted live thousand 
pounds. ; :

The seed of the globe turnip Is about 
' one-twentieth part of an inch in diame
ter, and yet, in the course of a few 
months, this seed will be enlarged by 
the soil and the air to 27,000,000 times 
its original bulk, and this In addition to 
a bunch of leaves. ■■r •-...--':-.’. -, 
. Jt has been-found by experiment'.that:

' The fourteenth annual camp-meeting 
of tho Indiana Association of Spiritual
ists, (Camp Chesterfield) opens on 
Thursday, July 14, an^ closes August 
28—continuing over seven Sundays.

The best list of speakers that ever 
appeared at this camp’, has been en
gaged. To .enumerate :. W. F. Peck, W. 
J. Hull, Lizzie Harlow,: Marian Carpen
ter, Annie Gillespie, Harrison D. Bar
rett, Eugene V. Debs,.W, J. Colville, 
Clara L. Stewart, Dr, G. W. Littlefield, 
T. C. Smith. Dr. J. H. Mendenhall, and 
'Harry J. Moore, Maggie Waite, mes
sage medium on Sundays, and Frank 
Ripley during the week. .

A number of specialities are intro-, 
duced such as Labor Day. G. A. R. Day, 
Woman’s Day, Old Settlers’ Day, etc.

Prof. Neelie’s Boy Band, fifty-three 
in number, will discourse sweet music 
on Sundays. ' -

Dances, concerts; theatricals and 
stereopticons will constitute the line of 
evening entertainments: Mediums for 
every phase of the phenomena will be 
on the grounds to give demonstrated 
proof of immortality. I am not in pos
session of all their name's or-1 would 
give them; suffice it to say ■ that the 
committee on mediums feel satisfied of 
the genuineness of their mediumship, 
or they would not have invited them.

At my recent board ‘meeting, held on 
April 28, contracts were let for the put
ting in of water works; the building of 
six double cottages for the entertain
ment of guests, and other substantial 
improvements. The-lodging-house was 
let to one who will keep It orderly and 
clean. The dining-hall,- lunch counter, 
grocery and’ ice cream parlor will be in 
tbe hands of one who Is, competent and 
experienced, who will conduct them to 
the satisfaction of the Board.

' With all the preliminary work so well 
in hand, 1 can promise Uie general pub
lic that Camp Chesterfield this season 
will in point of excellency and efficiency 
excel any of the previous years. I only 
hope and pray that myrhealth may im
prove so that I may bejequal to the oc
casion. I extend a cordial Invitation 
to all to attend, knowlng^at-If you 
once visit this beautify ye^gr/you will 
.never, regret it. ' a . , 
‘ All letters of Bpecia^liiqj^ry should 
be sent to our worth»tseq^ary, Mrs. 
Lydia Jessup, Chestergeld^hd, who 
will take great pleasujp Ry responding 
to all letters of inquiry.;, . j?

Jim.—Sam, what dqflheReason you
-are a Catholic? m r. ia - .

Sam.—Because my f^hejjiftnd mother 
were Catholics. Do ygji .suppose I am. 
going to turn my back, jg>oqJ.he religion 
of my parents? >n| .•,;„ s ,-,.

Jim.—Well, no; it Iq^qtuijil for yon 
to lean religiously in tRy direction your 
parents have led you. But suppose your 
parents had been Methodists, what 
would you be? v■

Sam.—I presume in f^qt case, I, too, 
would be a Methodist. ? . . .

Jim.—How, then, are you going to de
termine which of the. twp sects Ib the 
true one? . . ; / ‘ .

Sam,—Because our cRuycb is the old
est; the mother church, feom which all
the other churches epranm , ,, .

Jim.—Bpt.suppose yoyr -parents had. 
been Methodists; how;would you 
determine which ofie of ibp; tw.o is -the 
correct one? . .. . ■ ', ..,, ,

Sam,—I presume Ijwopk-make use of 
the Methodist iirgumeu^^patever it is, 
to proveI that‘that chi^njli is. the only

it1 turnip seed will, under fair conditions,, 
increase its own weight fifteen times In 
one'minute. Turnips growing, in peat 
ground -will increase more than 15,00ft 
tides’ the weight Of their sheds-Hbbite 
day.—Exchange. - —— ”—--^^^m—I true one.. - .. 

Canoes and agsqtfl.” Sy Jim.—Ta ta, Sam,"Healing, Causes and assets," 
F. R'^h. &•■©•Wes 5Q,©m

There is a saying which Is In sub
stance: "Fools can ask questions which 
wise men may be unable to answer.” 
Yet it would be exceedingly unwise to 
draw the inference: "Never ask ques
tions, lest thou be considered a fool." 
What kind of a story would there be of 
the world’s progress had there been no 
Inquiring minds? The minister who 
recommended the corrupt politician evi
dently had not Investigated sufficiently. 
I must confess, however, that I do not 
know how much to believe about polit
ical candidates, because of so much ly
ing and so much Concealment. Still it 
Is rarely that I vote a straight ticket.

Some of the accepted teachings in the 
churches to-day were the heresies of 
the past; may not some of the heresies 
of the present become the acknowl
edged truths of the future?

. Is it contrary to Christian ideals to 
-thirtf of Christ having especial pity for 
such as Judas Iscariot, who allow ava
rice 'to overcome them despite their 
great opportunities. Judas repented, 
and sought death—inflicted upon him
self the penalty which the law yet 
metes out'to the murderer. (Did he be
lieve he was gblng to eternal punish
ment?) He had no priest to convert 
him and to assure him of Divine for
giveness;

Whenever any great work for human
ity is accomplished it is customary to 
speak of- those'Engaged In it as God’s 
•instruments. It Would horrify Chris
tians to assert that God decreed Judas 
should betray Christ Thoughts of 
this nature when presented to a Chris
tian usually bring talk of God’s mys
teries, as though' that settled it, and no 
one should dare to question this mode 
of disposal.

A sensational scene occurred in 
Franklin Avenue Congregational 
church, Cleveland, when Rev. J. Alford 
Fisher preached his last sermon. The 
text was II. Corinthians, Ui: 17: "Where 
the spirit of God is there is liberty." 
Here are significant quotations: “God is 
not a supreme being, in some shrouded 
part of the universe, ruling everything. 
We must get away from the dogma, 
God is a spirit, without body, form or 
parts;” “Christ never wrote a Une nor 
a word of the Bible. He had nothing 
to do with it. Its adherents say you 
must believe every word in the book or 
you will be damned. As for myself, I 
would rather be damned.”

I have frequent proof of tne presence 
of unseen attendants. The disbelief of 
the most learned can have no weight 
against my own personal knowledge. 
On the other hand, I do not hold that 
others should-belteve even though such 
eminent scientists as Crookes and Wal
lace have declared their Investigations 
proved' the existence of communica
tion between the spiritual world and 
this. I recognize the right of individual 
opinion on these matters. Possibly 
some of the greatest scholars in the 
past held religious beliefs which would 
be deemed ridiculous by the advanced 
Christians of to-day.

:I can imagine my regular Sunday ev
ening attendance being ■ annoying to 
sdme because of my-failure to become a 
jhembcr. 'I should-od sorry to know 
that my unwillingness to Come into fel
lowship made my presence unwelcome, 
especially if self-conceit be assumed as 
the reason.' A sensitive'person will not 
consciously remain an intruder when he 
can easily retire.' ■ s- ■ • •

ALEXANDER SPENCER.

The fifth annual camp-meeting opens 
at Snowflake, Mich., July 31 and closes 
Aug. 21 Write to Mrs. Ruth Eastman, 
secretary, Mancelona, Mich., Box 69, 
for full particulars.

The Lynn Spiritualists Association 
will hold meetings every Sunday at 
Unity Camp, Saugus Center, Mass., 
commencing June 5 and ending Sept. 
25. For full particulars address Mrs. 
A. A. Averill, 42 Smith street, Lynn, 
Mass.

The dates for the Central New York 
Spiritual Association Camp-meeting, at 
Freeville, N. Y., are from July 23 to 
Aug. 22, four weeks and five Sundays. 
Owing to the protracted and severe Ill
ness of our secretary, Miss Victoria C. 
Moore, I am acting secretary, to whom 
all letters pertaining to the camp 
should be addressed. W. W. Kelsey, 
President, Cortland, N. Y. \

ceMsT^ PleMe' that “ costs ten 
“ Chi^ V m^end6** at a bank 
check, addI tenants to too amo^S 

Remember, please, that we have 
four books which we send out now 
25 cents each. We cannot allow you to 
price a“y °ther b°°k lp the Hst at tbit

R®,member, please, that you are 
endtled to any of toe Premtam BoX 
unless you send in with your order a 
Ske8rUbBCrlPtl°n t0 The P™lve 

(nR*Tmber’ Please.that the safest way 
tal“rdera remUtaDce 18 to secure a pos*

Remember, please, that these books 
Idito^ deSMnUSiVely “ Pfetatams, the

V0 proflt8' hls 8016 Ob- 
WORK SA?nM°r a HUMANITARIAN 
PSYt’Wro^ °^ spiritualistic, 
J .JCAL AND ETHICAL LINES 
hence they are not for sale to the trade’ 

"new^/ent. Off'Ce' ‘n6tead °f ‘hroush 

Remember, please, that all of our 
tfnii^ ?m B°°ks “re neatly and substan
tially bound in cloth, and are an orna
ment to any library.
»,™a<1 our Premium Offer, AND DO 
termmR'vB T0 us F0R ANY other 
IERMS. You must send $1 for The 
Progressive Thinker when you desire 

« ,m?re Pretnlum books. Please bear this in mind.
Every person who sends in a yearl- 

subscription to The Progressive Think
er, and who desires only ONE premium 
book can make his selection from the 
CENTS'5 18t f°r TWENTY-five 

Th® Great Debate Between Rev. 
J^0808 Hull and W. F. Jamieson, our 
leading Premium Book this year. Price 
25 cents.

The Lake Brady Spiritualist Camp
meeting opens July 3 and closes Sept. 
4. For full programme address A, G. 
Keck, Akron, Ohio.

This camp-meeting will begin August 
5, closing August 22. Address all com
munications to I. N. Richardson, secre
tary, Delphos, Kans.

The Grand Ledge (Mich.) camp opens 
July 31 and closes August 28. For full 
programme address J. W. Ewing, Grand 
Ledge, Mich.

The Island Lake Camp, at Island 
Lake, Mich., 42 miles from Detroit, on 
the Flint and Pere Marquette railroad, 
commences July 10 and extends through 
the month of August For full pro
grammes address H. R. LaGrange, sec
retary, 84 East Montcalm street, De
troit, Mich.

Camp opens July 17, and closes July 
31. For particulars address Frank C. 
Foster, secretary, Escondido, Cal.

na2othVo1’.Al? the Encyclopedia of 
Prir? 9Rand .L ® '“ 010 Spirlt W°rW- 
Price 25 cents.
n A Wanderer in the Spirit Lands. 
Price 25 cents.

4. Seers of the Ages, by Dr T M 
Peebles. Price 25 cental

READ THIS CAREFULLY.
If you order only one book, and that 

one neither of the books mentioned 
above, the price is 40 cents each

We have only ELEVEN Premium 
Books, and you can select from them as 
follows:

Any two of the Eleven Premium 
Books you may order, price 70 cents.

Any three of the Eleven Premiums ' 
Books you may order, price 31.10.

Any four of the Eleven Premium" 
Books you may order, price $1.50. ’

Any five of the Eleven Premium 
Books you may order, price $1.80. ~ ‘

Any six of the Eleven Premium
Books you may order, price $2.10.

Any seven of me Eleven Premium 
Books you may order, price $2.35.

Any eight of the Eleven Premium 
Books you may order, price $2.65.

Any nine of the Eleven Premium 
Books you may order, prlve $2.90.

Any ten of the Eleven Premium 
Books you may order, price $3.10.

Lastly, all of these ELEVEN Premium 
Books here announced are sent out all 
postage prepaid, for $3.35, something 
never before equalled In this country o- 
Europe. Our principal aim is to sent: 
them out as nearly as possible at actual 
cost price.

1—The Encyclopedia of Death, ane 
Life In the Spirit World, Vol. 1.

2—The Encyclopedia of Death, and 
Life In the Spirit World, Vol. 2.

3—The Encyclopedia of Death, and 
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 3.
.4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun

dane and Super-Mundane Spiritism, bv 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten. ’

5—Ghost Land, Spiritualism, Occult
ism, by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.

6.—The Next World Interviewed, b" 
Mrs. S. G. Horn, a most remarkable me
dium.

7—The Occult Life of Jesus, by Alex
ander Smythe, a medium of rare gifts.

8—A Wanderer In the Spirit Lands. 
Transcribed by A. Farnese, a wonderful 
English medium.

9—The Religion of Man and Ethics o* 
Science'^/ Hudson Tuttle.

10—SeCra of the Ages, or Spiritualism 
Past and Present, by Dr. J. M. Peebles.

11—The Great Debate Between Moses 
Hull and W. F. Jamieson.

The Island Lake Camp Association lo
cated at Island Lake, Mich., 42 miles 
from Detroit on the Flint and Pere Mar
quette railroad, will open its tenth an
nual camp session, Bunday July 10, ex
tending throughout the month of Au
gust. An excellent programme has 
been prepared for the coming season. 
We have under contract such speakers 
and mediums as B. F. Austin, G. W. 
Kates and wife, Amanda Coffman, Mr. 
and Mrs. White, D. A. Herrick, Dr. Julia 
M. Walton, Mrs.. Margaret LaGrange, 
W. V. Nicum and others. Farmer 
Riley will positively be with.us the first 
two weeks of camp. Every phase of 
mediumship will be represented. Cor
respondence solicited with first-class 
trumpet and slate-writing mediums.

Rates at our new modern fifty-room 
fire-proof hotel, 5? and $5.50 per week. 
Cottages and tents to rent by week or 
Beason. For programmes and particu
lars, address ■ ■

- ' H. R. LA GRANGE, 
. Secretary.

84 East Montcalm St, Detroit, Mich. When you send In your subscription 
to The Progressive Thinker, carefully 
look over the books which you desire in 
this list, and send for them. They are 
very valuable. They are intensely in- 
terestlng, They are elevating in tone 
and will do you good. In remitting do 
not fall to enclose a dollar for The Pro
gressive Thinker. -

Sending out these premium books, 
however, at the prices we do, does not 
reduce the price of the subscription of 
tho paper, apparently or otherwise, a 
single cent, for. that cannot be afforded 
for less than one dollar per year, in : 
view of the fact that we publish such a 
vast amount of reading matter,,much 
morelhan any other Spiritualist paper, 
now published. ■ ' x .'

" in conclusion, bear In mind that the 
postage on these Eleven Premium [ 
Books la over ONE-DOLLAR, leaving' -' 
this- office only $2^2,- illustrating ' the 
great bargain you aro getting—an op
portunity to form the nucleus of a Valu
able library, the like of which was neves 
known before on thia material plane. /

AddresB 'all orders 'to - , , ' : ‘J
. J. R. FRANCIS, |

. 40 Loomis Street, Chicago, UllMlth;

“The Molecular Hypothesis of Na
ture.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood. 
Pyof. Lockwood Is recognized au one of 
the ablest lecturers bn the sr"4tual ros
trum. In this little volume he presents 
In succinct form the substance of his 
lectures on the Molecular-Hypothesis 
of Nature; and presents hls views as 
demonstrating a scientific basis of Spir
itualism. The book is commended to 
all who love to study and think. For 
sale at this office. Price, 25 cents.

'"Poena tit ETocikmb.” By Lizzie 
Doten. In this volume, this peerless 
pbet of Spiritualism may be read in her 
varied moods, "from grave to gay,, from 
lively to severe.” It is a book to be 
treasured and richly enjoyed by all who 
loVe genuine poetry,, and especially by 
Spiritualists.;. The. volume Is tastily 
pointed and bound. Woe ®L . . 

. ; !"Weddlng Chimes." By Delpha Peatl 
Hughes. A taBty. -beautlful and appro
priate wedding souvenir. Contains maw 
riage,ceremony, marriage certificate, 
etc., with choice matter 4n bbetry and 
prose, Specially.designed for the use

. A Valuable Work.
Concentration, Meditation and Inspira

tion. How to develop.these desirable 
gifts according to the most approved 
methods of ancient and modern teach
ers, together with a set of six symbols 
comprising six months’ study, By 
Laura G. Fixen.

A course ot practical experimental 
lessons, of especial value and assistance 
to those who desire to be benefited by 
the development of pov/era of concen
tration of thought, clear meditation and 
Superior Inspiration. '.
' Sent complete for 50 cents.

’ r mi, ouu3» ;<
*. Sata.—Byorbye, Jlsa.

"Beyond tho Vail.” A Sequel to 
“Rending the Vail.” Being a complla- 
tion, with notes and explanations, of 
narrations and illustrations of spirit ex
periences, spoken, written and made by 
full-form ntaterlallzatlonB; .setting up d 
scientific and personal, veriflpatldn of 
“Whitt Wo Shall Bo,“dpd. a code of 
ethics, requisite to the most speedy re
alization of the highest and. purest .fe
licity attainable In the'futute life; A

reverendaipreaclj.lt


■0

■ and write tomb bsleT message on a 
card when the^ wgsw called for, but you 
can imagineiw carp rig e when Uto ush
ers commensed phasing the blank cards 
to tlie audieatoe, the sister pointed to

1 ■ .
Strange Performances Out In Oklahoma.

We have been told by spirit beings ' 
that the time will soon come when ail. । 
people will understand and know tbat i 
Spiritualism is true, that the human ' 
soul exists in a‘conscious state after1 1 
physical death, that intercommunion- 1 
tion between the two worlds will be so ' 
common, and spirit manifestations so ! 
extraordinary in its demonstration of a 
future existence in realms invisible, ; 
that all will be compelled to acknowl
edge and recognize spirit return as a 
fact in nature. .

We have always felt a doubt concern
ing the realization and fulfillment of 1 
this prophecy until lately when we 1 
learned of the wonderful manifestations 
taking place at the home of our friend, : 
A. L. Martin, this winter arid spring, ■ 
which it is our desire to relate for the 
benefit of the army of readers of The 
Progressive Thinker, the greatest ex- i 
ponent of Spiritualism on earth to-day. 1

Before we proceed with the story we I 
want the readers to distinctly under- 1 
stand that every statement made in 1 
tliis article is true; that this is not a 1 
manufactured, sensational newspaper < 
story, made to order from a delusive i 
stock of an imaginary brain. Many no 1 
doubt will think it exceedingly marvel- : 
ous and strange, but every statement 

■ . can be proven to be true by any one in- i 
terested, be he Spiritualist, materialist ' 
or any other kind of an 1st.

Mr. A. L. Martin a (reader of The 1 
Progressive Thinker), wife and daugh- i 
ter, reside nearly seven miles northwest I 
of Ponca City, O. T., on the west bank 1 
of that beautiful timber-fringed stream 
called Bols-de-Arc. This 10-yeat-old i 
homestead, nestled under spreading 
branches of a giant elm tree above high : 
water mark, is an ideal home, where i 
harmony reigns supreme, and tbe three 
members constituting the family seem ' 
to form a veritable ‘major chord on the I 
scale of being, which seems to be sym
pathetically blended and re-echoed 
among the feathered songsters in bush 
and treetop, among which Mrs. Martin 
has her favorites, that come to her 
when called to receive some sweet mor- 
sei that shff may have found in garden 
or field. Friends, if you should approach 
this sacred home you would no doubt ; 

■ ask, “Why are those balls of cotton 
tacked on top of so many fence posts?" 
not knowing that this friend of the 
birds has placed it there for th¥m to 
line their nests with. If you should en
ter this lovely home and engage in con
versation with the family, you might 
perhaps be surprised to see Mrs. Mar
tin leave you in great haste and run for 
dear life—to save the life of. some of 
her little bird friends from the attack 
of some mischievous hawk.

Six months ago this family was in
duced to form a home circle and sit for 
development, but nothing seemed to 
come to them until the 23d of February 
last, when Mr. Martin was entranced 
and wrote four messages, three in Eng
lish and one In German, in beautiful 
German characters or letters, all of 
them signed with the name "Jim.” The 
message in German read like this: “1 
am the fellow that took the shuttle out 
of the sewing machine." This explained 
how the shuttle had been taken out of 
the machine some time previously. One 
message In English read like this: “1 
aro the fellow that stuffed the horn of 
your phonograph full ot rags and hand
Kerchiefs." This was quite a relief to 
Mr. Martin, for he had been accused of 

■ ■ playing that ’ trick on his wife and 
daughter. In another message “Jim” 
said that he had taken that old rooster 
they had missed so long. But the most 
marvelous of all was the last message, 
which reads like this: "I was out to 
your farm yesterday,” which was Wash
ington’s birthday, "and put the "Marine 
Band Tremola in the oven of your cook 
stove in Rachel's house.”

Now for an explanation: Mr. and 
Miss Martin have each taken up home
stead claims in Woodward County, in 
Western Oklahoma, 165 miles west of 
here, and built suitable houses thereon 
and started other improvements. The 
harp spoken of is 6% inches long, which, 
with its case, was missed from the Mar
tins home some days previous to this, 

• and could not be found high or low. ‘ 
’ On the 13th day of last April Mr. Mar

tin and daughter Rachel started in a 
wagon to their new holdings, or claims, 
in Woodward County, and, of course, 
they often talked about the probability 
of finding the harp in tbe oven as stilted 
in the spirit message. Mr. Martin bet 
a new hat that they would find it, which 
was taken by Rachel, as she was very 
much skeptical on this harp question, 
and the agreement was that when they 
got to the house Mr. Martin should stay 
in the spring wagon while Rachel un
locked the house and went in to see.

On the fourth or last day out, both 
riding in the wagon, plainly heard the 
words, “I am going,” which was ac
companied by a whiz, like something 
moving swiftly from them through the 
air. Soon afterwards, when they came 
to Miss Rachel’s house, she hastily un
locked tbe door and went in, opened 
the oven door, and there, to her great 
amazement, lay the harp in its own 
case, together with another pastboard 
box, 3% inches long by 2 inches wide, 
and something over an inch deep. She 
took them both out to her father. When 
the box was opened it was found to con
tain Miss Rachel's gold watch ■ and 
chain, wrapped up in a black silk waist 
belt. This watch she had securely 
placed in a jewelry case under lock and 
key before she left home, and the waist 
belt had been taken from her trunk at 
home, but a small gold locket was gone 

. from the chain and she thought surely 
that was lost, but on returning home 
she found it where the watch and chain 

- hand been put. •
Every article was found intact and in 

perfect order after having been trans
ported 165 miles through the air by in
visible means, and the harp was often 
played upon by their invisible friend 

‘ "Jim,” who, no doubt, enjoyed the jokes 
he had played on them.

" While Mrs. Martin was alone at home 
she had the impression that “Jim” 

... would try to take her watch some night, 
■ x. bo she fastened it securely on her night

clothes, under a waist belt, and one 
night she felt some one trying to take 

» it, and she quickly grabbed some one’s 
hands and held on to them, saying: 
“Now I have got you; but if you will 

. ' promise not to scare me I will let yOu 
■ go.” And immediately the hands she 

■ held melted away in her hands. A few 
days ago, while sitting in a rocking 
chair, talking to some lady visitors, Mrs. 
Martin, chair and all, was moved 1% 
feet on tire floor. At other times her 
hairpins were all pulled out of her hair, 
and she will find them snugly plied up

. in a pile somewhere else in the house. - 
J? One day Mr. Martin’s overcoat was

' 1; moved from tlie kitchen (o the parlor.
^ Sometimes they all hear a'human 

'' voice singing with the phonograph when 
' it is playing. This, together with many 

' other manifestations, makeq.us wonder 
and speculate on what is coming next.

Martin folks transported these articles 
named above-165 miles through the air; 
or, perhaps, space was translimited, or 
some other such fool thing as that; or, 
how some of those subjective and objec
tive mind fellows would go about ex
plaining these phenomena according to 
the Hudson theory; but we will not ac
cept a mere theory—we must have 
positive proof; nothing else will no. •'

A good deal has lately been Baid pro 
and con regarding materialization, and’ 

1 to economize space we will just say to 
those who pretend to be anxious to bet 
money on something tliey know very lit
tle about: Go down into the very depths 
of cause and effect; there you will find 
the law that governs tlie phenomena of 
materialization; there you will find 
positive proof that materialization is a 
fact in nature. You may witness a true 
demonstration of this law, but such a 
demonstration should only be accepted 
as corroborative evidence; but many so- 
called demonstrations should not even 
be accepted as such, for any of your 
physical senses may be deceived and 
can not always be depended upon; 
hence if some one should take up your 
challenge, and if you should perhaps see 
a true materialization you would still 
not be any wiser than you were before 
you parted with your $1,000 hard cash. 
A skeptic world would hot believe apy 
statements given out just-because some 
one had lost $1,000. The medium would 
not be any more famous nor held in any 
higher esteem by reason of such a trans
action. A skeptic world should regard 
Sir William Crookes' investigations and 
conclusions of greater value than tliis 
betting transaction would or could pos
sibly be; but—has it done it?

True friends of Spiritualism and its 
phenomenal foundation, should only re
gard this question as to whether the 
medium through which this manifesta
tion takes place, is a fraud or not. A 
Spiritualist should know that materiali
zation is a fact in nature, not from wit
nessing the phenomena, but from the 
knowledge and understanding of cosmic 
laws governing the phenomena. Always 
remember tliat it is one thing to wit
ness a demonstration—a phenomenon; 
but it is quite another thing to give a 
true explanation of the cause and the 
law that governs the phenomena.

We will take for example the phe
nomena of healing as practiced by the 
Christian Science cult, who make such 
positive statements tbat they "heal tho 
sick by the power of God,” and that 
they demonstrate by the act of healing 
that their doctrine (explanation) is 
true, when in fact it proves nothing of 
the kind, and if there is anything on 
earth to-day that can be proven, these 
statements can be proven to be as false 
as any false statement can be. A true 
explanation of any phenomena must not 
only harmonize with some of the facts 
related to the phenomenon In question, 
but it must be in harmony with all 
things in visible and invisible realms of 
nature.

P. PEARSON, P. H. Ph. & T., 
Healer.

Ponca City, Okla., May 2, 1904.
P. S.—Spirit “Jim" is quite a favorite 

with the Martin family, who often see 
him passing through the house or stand
ing in a doorway. He seems to be an 
expert in unlocking, bolted doors, and 
moving all kinds of heavy material ob
jects. And he says: "He does not have 
to dematerialize material objects in or
der to move theiii through space.” Let 
the Hudson theorist, with their “tissue 
soul” crack this last nut if they can. •

P. P.

AN IMPORT QUESTION.
Is Spiritualism a Religion, a Science, cr 
I’’ ’? a Business?

me sitting .half wag .down, and, read 
both of my.messages while both were 

• folded and still Im my pocket; she read
both, correctly, wetA for word, and an
swered both;/andtadded from my wife

.Judging from-the actions of many 
Spiritualists they consider it a business. 
(This is' not a tirade against fraud. It 
(a not written to point out the errors of 
mediums in particular, but of Spiritual
ists/in genera), Examine yourself, 
reader, and so whether it applies to 
you.) When’they go to a medium they 
desire business advice—not spiritual 
truths. They would make servants of 
their arisen friends, suffering them to 
manage their business affairs, asking 
them to run errands and answer unnec
essary and unimportant questions,; A 
medium to them is a veritable encyclo
pedia, from whom, on the payment of a 
fixed price, they can obtain whatever in
formation they desire on any subject in 
which tliey are Interested. They meas
ure a spirit message by its effect on 
their purse, while the ennobling, uplift 
ing, spiritualizing influence that Spirit
ualism-should exert is not comprehend
ed by them, nor desired.

The philosophy of Spiritualism, grand 
and inspiring to tlie spiritually awak
ened person, they dispose of-with the 
complacent remark: "We have enough 
to do to attend to the affairs of this life 
—we can learn about the other life 
when we get there. To live in one

that she was; ver» glad I had made the 
conditions so. that she could communi
cate with me. After that I never at
tended one of Sister Folsom’s seances 
in which sheudid not deliver some mes
sage to me without my even asking 
questions. New, patient reader, these 
are only a fowl of the reasons why I am

Bi 
fa 
Want 
Ona 
Free?
A Clear,

GOHIBM
Imparted by tbo Use of tho

VVANTEB-STATK AGENTS, FOR THREE 
” useful, popular hardware novelties, univers

ally needed. -Address the patentee; 0. F, SHORT, 
Station H, Now York City. .

ABE YOU BIOK?
t ^R? ?ou *u trouble of and kind? write to mejand 
1 VJn ??to y°u» Send date of birth und J2cte. with 
^k^X6?^4 envelope?, to LILLIAN ROCH*- 
WEL^, Emmet 6t( Chicago. ( .

' MRS. O. B. BLISS GREEN,
Materializing Medium. Seances ou Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Frldiiya.B n.tn.Pljone 6751 Doue- 
lae. 6166 Indiana ave. 756

MRS. ROZILLA KING,
Psychometric readings aud messages by letter. 

Your own writing. State date pl birth Slid sex. 
Reading, |1. 2130 San Antonio ave., Alameda', Cal.

a Spiritualist.
■ ■ DAVID I. MARTIN.
MarsballtcAvn, Iowa. ,

PASSED TQ SPIRIT LIFE.

[Obituaries to tbe extent ot ten lines 
only will be Inserted free. All In excess 
of ten lines will be charged at the rate 
of fifteen cents per Jine. About seven 
words constitute one line.]

At Kansas-City,.Kansas, May 3, Mrs. 
Ellen E. Watkins passed to the higher 
life, aged 56,, years. She had been a 
Spiritualist forMpany years. The knowl
edge of continueMlfe sustained her 
through a protracted illness and lighted 
her pathway to the“shining shore.”

A. L. LULL.

Arthur Clyde Strock, of Collinwood, 
Ohio, passed to spirit life, April 27, 
1904, aged 23 years. He leaves a wife, 
father, mother, brother, sister (Mr. N. 
O. Strock and family), to mourn his un

world at a time is enough. Give us' timely transition. He was a medium 
something of practical Importance— and a firm believer in Spiritualism for 
something that will be of use to us several years.

STUN womp^
The new and only rational way to treat the 

Bkiu is by vaporizing and Massage, Human
ity has for years been trying to discover some
thing which would renew Youth and restore 
Elasticity aud beauty to the face aud form, 
MmK ToIkc’S Vaporizer is a recently in
vented device by which a perfect complexion 
may be obtained, and blemishes removed and 
cured permanently. There Never 'wa# 
Anything Uke It. Vaporizing produces a 
healthy and vigorous circulation. The most 
beautiful complexions are those now produced 
by the Vaporizing and Massage Process. 
Relegated to the past must be the face powders 
and poisonous liquids which fill up the pores 
and destroy its healthfulness rather than beau
tify the complexion. Pimples, blackheads, 
wrinkles, freckles, brown or liver spots, moths, 
ugly or muddy skin, sallowness, sun-tan, sea
tan, tetter, eczema, etc., quickly removed by 
the use of Medicated Vapor Treatment. To 
further introduce same into every household 
lu the country, this Vaporizer will be SENT 
FBEE to any lady who desires to test this 
treatment. AGENTS WANTED, both 
ladies and gentlemen. $26.00 weekly. Write 
Agency Department. Address,

Mme. TOLKE CO.,^Tncini^tlu^

ELTON E. HEDRICK, 
ASTKOLOGEB.—Vocation, business specula- 
'Jon, l?atrlW?>L Changes, travel, all affaire ot 
life. Jee 12.00. Send date of birth as near the 
crnSuuuJ^ AddreBB’ 2621 Readln^ Road,

Mrs. J. Conant Henderson, 
Formerly “Banner ot Light" Medium. Trance, 
?Nd ne“YPY,'; lt™Mrlf)t' Readings by loiter, 11. 
Address Box 216, Kingston, Mass. 760

MRS. L. J, WILLIAMS.
Send 60 cts, for Psychometric -catlings and In- 

i.™,?1'™ ,or Wirluui1 development. Your own 
handwriting, loo W, Milwaukee st., Janesville,

767

CHART FREE.
Ao„!i^™eral!|u®^,)8y asUologur aud Clairvoyant. 
wr ?l.ur,sCa0 0r0,^08a,K1 hato l« own liaud- 
wkUN j. Addr088 GE0- WELLES, Box WO, New-

M^l?^0'^^
harmless Hom©’cure, Address 

MRS. M. F. BALDWIN, Dox 1212 Chicago, Ill.

C. WALTER LYNN,
THE

Eminent Healer 
and 

Gifted Psychic.
Health Restored by 
Common Sense Methods.

For the Cure of Mental 
and Physical Ailments.

OBSESSION CURED
For Free Blagnoris or Blaeare, eend five 

^.?.’iCen' “““h8’ “J8. »«, »ex, and own hand- 
Willing’,

Readings and Business Advice, $1 
and Two Stamps.

Address 784 Eighth St., Oakland, Cal.

MRS. W. BROCKWAY,

and have- no doubt that in the future 
yet greater manifestations will take 
place Jn the Martin’s home.

ft Now, in conclusion, we would like to 
ask Prof: Quackenbos to explain I how

while here.” -
Consequently they are content to 

drift along without any inclination or 
effort to comprehend the profound phil
osophy to which the phenomena should 
logically lead; and, as a result, the 
truths of Spiritualism make no lasting 
impression on their minds. Instead of 
awaiting the gleams of spiritual' knowl
edge whicli those in higher realms of 
life are always ready to impart, they

< MRS. VESTA R. JONES.

My oldest sister, Mrs. Sarph Flint 
Whitney, passed to spirit life fropi her 
home In Natick, Mass., April 28, 1904. 
The future to her was bright. She 
drew inspiration from all that was 
lovely and divine; found happiness in 
being charitable, sympathetic, helpful, 
and in keeping tolerant of all new and 

_ , unpopular truths. Love was the key-
prefer to receive advice" concerning n°t© of her religion, her life and her 
thejr material affairs; but in the very home, GEO F. LEIGHTON.

......................... Haverhill, Mass.nature of things tt is improbable that 
an aspiring spirit, who spends only a 
small portion of his or her time in the 
Contemplation of earthly things, would 
be able or willing to give the necessary 
attention to a purely worldly matter to 
give reliable or satisfactory advice in 
matters of so little importance from a 
spirit's point of view.

As a necessary result, the more ele
vated spirits finding the spiritual les
sons they would convey are not heeded 
or desired, seek more congenial condi
tions, and impart their lofty and en
nobling ideas to souls who are prepared 
to.recelve them; while spirits not as ad
vanced, but who are more closely en- 
rapport with earth, and better informed 
concerning material affairs, give the re
quired advice and the sitter departs 
contented, wholly unaware that his ma
terial desires have caused him to be 
surrounded by those in a like condition 
of mind, while the better class of spirits 
have, by his unwillingness to listen and 
heed their superior advice, been rudely 
cast aside. This is not an isolated ex
ample, but a common occurrence, as 
anyone whose experience in Spiritual-

Rosalie M. Delphin, daughter of Jo
seph and Elizabeth Delphin, passed to 
spirit life. May 7, 1904, at 6037 Marsh.- 
fleld, avenue, Chicago, aged three years 
and three months. Impressive funeral 
services were conducted by Rev. Harry 
J. Moore on the Sth inst. Interment at 
Graceland cemetery.

NORMAN SPEIGHT.

“Human Culture and Cure. Part 
First. The Philosophy of Cure. (In
cluding Methods-. and Instruments.” 
By E. D. Babbitt,ti M. D., LL. D. A 
very instructive and valuable work. It 
should have.-a wide circulation, as it 
well fulfills, the promise of Rs title. 
For sale at this office. Price, 75 cents. 
Price 25 cents.

“Handy Electrical Dictionary," a 
practical handbook of reference, con
taining definitions o[ every used eleo- 
trical term or phrase. Price 115 cents,

“Heliocentric Astrology or Esientlals 
of Astieuomy and Solar Mentality, 
with Tables of Ephemeris from 1830 to 
1010.” By Yarmo Vedra. For sale at 
this office. Price $1.50.

“Voltaire’s Romances." Translated 
from the French. With numerous il
lustrations. These lighter works of the 
brilliant Frenchman, an invincible en
emy of the Catholic church, are worthy 
of wide reading. Wit, philosophy and 
romance are combined, with the skill of 
a master mind. Price $1.50. For sale 
at this office.

“An Infamous Dynamite Roman Cath- 
oliir Conspiracy Detected and Exposed." 
"Romanism Exposed." Two pamphlets 
by Rev. J. G. White, author of Startling 
Facts. Price 10 cents each, or two tor 
15 cents.

"Spiritual Fire Crackers, Bible Chest 
nuts and Political Pin Points.” By J. 
S. Harrington. A pamphlet containing 
70 pages of racy reading. Price 25 
cents. For sale at the office of I The 
Progressive Thinker.

"Religious and Theological Works of 
Thomas Paine,” Contains his celebrated 
“Age of Reason,” and a number of let
ters and discourses on religious and the
ological subjects, Cloth binding, 430 
pages. Price $1. For sale at this office.

FOUND.
A medicine that will cure Kidney Trouble and 

u,l-a yi,L Conuilna no acids, has no injurious effects, and never fails, 11.50 per bottle.
Agents Wanted.

GEORGIA GLADYS COOLEY, 
117 West litli Avenue, Denver, Col

FRED. P. EVANS, 
Tlie Noted Psychic for 

Independent Slate Writing anti

Of the Brockway Family,

North Clark St. READINGS DAJI VnJ 
wuWl °o?UItent Powers a specialty. Mrs. Broek- 
iM?y V ^Hlttkea few students, wishing tu unfold 
l,uenI PVwerb °t Biedlumshlp, such as indenend* 
alizhie Ug of 8e^etJ Questions, malerl-

phase, and tell you JI advisable to
Imo tn trying to develop. Proof Positive Test 

Heui.ce which dunifuimds the skeptic and sets the serious to thinking. Every Sum iy j p m 
25c. Parlor 62% North Clark si Chicago.' P '

MILLER’S MAGIC MIRRORS
A Successful Road to Mediumship, 
og°W

circular ou Mediumship. ’ ^"
• ---------------------------- ------------ - -------- written for fl.00. Give dale of birth, year
Intfifllb tomowu!u' w'!) MILhLR'^o. “8* h^

Clairvoyance,
n^8™^1/ S.'I.1},™ L0'*’ 8"d18 P»w located at

Institute of Higher Sciences
And College of Fine Forces,

AN ASTONISHING OFFERTeaches new and wonderful methods of cure. 
T, ?““tr^co,1',l,n«o'"‘or'<1-"‘<di‘raine.”-H.Tuttle _ _

Send three two-cent stamps, ’lock 'of
K°7hoM  ̂ ha? “^ ™™ and the lending symp-
s™? 8lan!p 'or catalogue to tom, and your disease will be diagnosed

free br spirit power.B. I>. BABBITT, M. M., Geneva, S. V,

Annie Lord Chamberlain's Card.
Dm Mends, you can greatly help me cure for 

my blind sister, Jennie L. Webb, ono of tho earl
iest mediums now In the form, by writing a letter 
lo a spirit friend. Send It to mo with 11, and I will 
try and gel reply by independent writing or wills- 
Pers. Address Mra Annie Lord Chamberlain, Millord Maes ’

Mrs. Dr, Dobson-Barker,
230 North Sixth St.

San Jose, Cait

I Tbe new song-book, "The Golden
“A Conspiracy Against tho Republic." Echoes," by S. W. Tucker, has found its 

By Charles B.. Waite, A. -M., author of way Into many homes, aud Its beautiful 
"History oft the Christian Religion to songs have cheered many sorrowing
the Year 200;" etc; A condensed state-1 hearts, which they are sure to do when 
meat of facts concerning the efforts of I heard and sung. They shoula be heard
church leaders to get control of the gov- in every home In tbe land. For sale at 
eminent. Ah important work. Paper,1 this office. Price, 15 cents; $1.50 per 
25 cents. For.salhat this office. . dozen.

"Cosmlan nym^Book.” A collection 1 .?e Att8!n?ent of Womaly Beauty
------- - ----- .of original and refected hymns, for lib- 
A ready door to demoniacal influence erul,and ethical societies, for schools

ism is nut extremely limited will read
ily recognize. - , of Form and Features. The Cultiva

tion of Personal Beauty, Based on Hy-
glene and Health Culture. By twenty 
physicians .and specialists. Edited by 
Albert Turner.” Of especial Interest 
and value.. For sale at this office.

is thus opened, for if information cop- and thp liomepcomplled-by L. K. Wash- 
Cerning earthly matter is desired, earth- bprn^oaWhiBinv&hnnoi'ih’ieetfli'«- publie 
bound spirits are certain to be present, want. It comprises 258 choice selec
to. give it. 1 do not wish to inter that flops Off, poetry and mbslc, 'embodying p l ‘ -------
all advice concerning earthly affairs is the highest moral sent!hient, and free i nJ
given by undeveloped spirits, for, when from all sectarianism. Price 50 cents.' — The-Commandments Analyzed. Bf

The Survival of the Fittest. *
Into the great rubbish heaps of the 

past, nature ruthlessly casts her poor 
specimens. The ill-begotten, the weak 
and the unfortunate by inheritance are 
rubbed out without pity. Entire un
numbered species of animal life by this 
destructive process have been swept 
into oblivion, leaving only their vestiges 
for us to ponder over and guess at their 
classification. Did we dare to say that 
old Mother Nature was an experimenter 
and made mistakes? We might con
clude that she was repeating ber trials 
to see if she could not do better. Meas
ured by human pity, all the gauge we 
have, this relentless process which 
leaves only the physically strongest, 
though not otherwise best, seems harsh 
and unrelenting.

The charity and pity for the weak 
and afflicted that this same Mother Na
ture has planted in the human heart is 
all there is left in sight to mitigate na
ture’s hard rule as a destroyer of the 
unfit
■ As if the mentally great or lovably 
good were not worth preserving as a 
betterment of our race, this selection of 
the strongest, bodily, as propagators, 
leaves mentality oftenest among tbe 
cast-offs. The big and robust Pawnee 
outlasts the Stevensons and the Henry 
Kirke Whites. As a business proposi
tion this rule of natural selection If It 
could only save the good as well as the 
stoutest as progenitors seen through 
human spectacles—would seem to tend 
more to the advancement of the race 
of men morally and Intellectually. It 
would seem to us better If the ugly and 
vicious could perish instead of the good. 
Human nature, at its best, succors and 
saves the weak and unfortunate while 
inhuman nature destroys them antago
nistically. Nature is too big a thing for 
us little midgets to criticise yet it is 
at least self-evident that the best of us 
are not in harmony with this universal 
inexorable rule. If we were, our better 
natures would not antagonize it to 
abate its hardships.

Though a poor inheritance of phys
ique is not the fault.of its inheritors, 
nature has the same dislike for these 
that she has for the culpably self-weak
ened. In this she makes no compensa
tions to the.unfortunate. Nor does It 
seem that to save the good in “The 
Land of the Blest” (not yet definitely lo
cated) saves humanity from the vi
ciously strong here below, while it 
takes the best patterns away from us 
where this example would beem most 
effective for the elevation of our race. 
Unless Christs in heaven are better for 
us than Christs on earth; which if true, 
the query is forced, why the one sent 
us did not stay in the more favorable lo
cality that he is reputed to have come 
from? Perhaps the uniqueness of life 
consists In its having no parallels. That 
which is incomparable willremain in
definable. Besides Its harmonies and 
adaptations that benevolently fit us to 
our'environment, Nature seems to have 
her harsh moods, unbending and inex
orable, Do we serve. God In trying to 
mitigate his. destructive power that’ 
cuts off the unfit? .We certainly serve’ 
humanity which seems to be about all 
the good service we are capable of. 
There can be no service to Omnipo
tence. The philosopher is not yet born 
who can harmonize our l(ves with na
ture's antagonisms. There may be an 
"upper kingdom”, where the utility of 
discords will become apparent, the 
harsh grinding of which hero below our 
nerves are not yet adapted to, but here 
"we are too near the ground” to see 
how goto single purposes can be

the need is great, even the more ad-
vanced sometimes point out the proper ___ _
course to pursue; but we should not. Liberals, 
pester them with needless questions,'! _____

m : W. H. Bach. The Commandments are
.The Truth Seeker Collection of । not only analyzed, but contrasted with 

Itorms and Ceremonies for the Use of other Bible passage:, showing great In
Liberals. For sale at this ’ cffics. I oongruities. Price 25 cents

for they have other work to ‘ do than " 
merely attending to our affairs. If they 
sea fit to warn us of approaching dan
ger, and occasionally giye us advice re
lating to material affairs, all is well and 
good; but that does not justify us in 
placing burdens upon them which we 
should assume ourselves. . .

Oh! when will we learn to consider 
our arisen, friends, not as business as
sociates,, but as honored guests who 
haye lafl aside forever their earthly 
raiment and the cares that go therewith 
—guests who should not be treated as 
servants to do our bidding, but as 
teachers and guides who have explored 
regions inaccessible, to us, and who 
have come into the shadows of mun
dane existence to give to us. truths 
which we, unaided, could not have com
prehended! Let us consider that prog
ress In spirit life leads away from 
earth; and to needlesslx.recall our dis
embodied friends is only to retard their 
progress, and ours as well. ■ ‘

When we hold communion with our 
spirit frieffds we should endeavor to ex
alt ourselves to their condition of life; 
not burden them with our material 
cares. When the seance room is en
tered ail material affairs should be laid 
aside, ail troubles forgotten, and our 
minds should be concentrated.-f’on the’ 
spiritual side of life; then th^iofimuni- , 
cations received will reach&efhighest 
plane of excellence, and tffllfeyeloped' 
spirits will not manifest. 7 '11

GEO. ft. FERRIS?
Grand Rapids, Mich.

A Soldier Becomes a Spiritualist.
I married at the age .of 25, one year 

prior to the war .of the rebellion, and 
went to the front where I thought my 
duty called me. there I soon lost my 
health, and mv mental powers became 
so enfeebled that I put off the Investiga- ■ 
tion of spiritual phenomena, and later 
when I sometimes mentioned the mat
ter, my beloved wife always tried to dis
suade me, saying that while she be
lieved that angels sometimes visited 
bur earth, she could not at all believe 
spirits ever did/ -

So being a great lover of domestic 
peace, I let.the matter rest,, but strange 
to relate, about eighteen months since' 
it became necessary for my dear wife 
to go to a hospital for an operation, 
from which I thought it barely possible 
for her to return alive. You can imag
ine how I longed to mention this mat
ter to her before they took her away, 
for she would not consent for me to go 
with her; but the night before she 
went, she said to me when we were 
alone: "Now, David, if I 'don’t come

Abe rfransUminaT' self of any ^ jUesgi Utnaing, Mi^f,
wrought out by counter processes. ?Y

ft WORD TO YOU!
.a.^^^™-—$
TO @EG00©, %

«N®W UQUD

Your ContritatioiHi
To {Mediums’ Fund in the
N. S. ^Treasury, be it large or small, will
do morecgood than a donation to any other fund 
upon the books of the Association. Every me
dium, every? speaker, and in fact every man and 

. ___________ woman >who loves the cause of Spiritualism
come in the spirit If possible." * surely I should shkeU this fund with their gift. The ap-

Well cho nnaanrl in iha h(<rha*« Kfn . 1 • 1 ’ • ’ 1 1 ' ^
peal of Mrs? Longley is just and timely. If our 

XA^ ^gnpaf“ m cause is worth sustaining ^hese dear old pioneer 
ton tofactwei’^ workers who have become invalids at their posts
Stop i^e^o^ are worthy ofour sweetest kindness and tender-
her voice said to me plainly, “Go over , ' t j 11 11 i t i
to-th© spiritualist camp-meeting.” so est care. Let us help our helpless mediums, and 
I made inquiry for the place, and as . , . . , 1 , ; 1 7
soon as the. lectures for the day were prevent their dependence upon the ■ common 
over, and I learned that there were to I l . . > I . _ _
^^“fi^fi charity of a cold and prejudiced ' ~ ~ ' 
^pmXsM^ your wtnbutions to Mrs. M. T.

Well, she passed to the higher lite
at the’hospltal, and as soon as -I re
ceived the message from my daughter

world. Send
_____ your-^tnoutions to. w T. Longley, Sec

dr; j. s. loocks
The oldest and best known physician now In 

practice. His cures are wonderful; his examin
ations free to all who send him sex. name, age 
rind six cents In stamps. He doesn't require any 
leading symptoms. He cures weak men. Address

DR. J. 8, LOUCKS, M. D.,
Lock Box 1203, Stoneham, Mass;

FRANK N. FOSTER,
The Noted Psychic for

Spirit Photographii
Bend name and address for circular. Sittings by 

math 91 FltzhughTH.. Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dn Yah NapA A,ld “*“•* «yesignti 
r 1 1 ™n help you. I Will fit your 
SnPPnPlP^ eyP*i by ^Mrvoyanco and 
UpUbLUblUo Bplrit assistance at your own 
home with the Improved melted pebble lense, to 
sec near and at a distance. Please write for illus
trated circular, showing styles and prices. Also, 
my spirit method of treating that restores lost 
vision and impaired eyesight. I guarantee to lit 
your eyes, and safe delivery by mall.
NAMPLE FREJE.— Sufficient magnetized Com
pound for four oz. cures sore eyes, restores the 
eyes to normal vision. Ten cents for pontage. -.

. B. F. FOOJLE.lX-. -
13 Evanston Ave.. ChlcaBO.nl

THE SPEAKING DIAL
A Wonderful Spiritual Invention

FRAUD VERSUS TRUTH.
BTTliere a But Ono Way to Wladom. TH

Trulli la at gold or par value. You get fooled 
WfllllV tt'hon Uri .. . .Gives names, dates and circumstances. Speaks awfully when you fool yourself Whv not devt-l

phases of mediumship. Magnetized by powerful by the spirit What Ih hem ;sxk.,» =S^

aye.. Minneapolis, Minn. the vell of 8enHe and mattcr COMVer8e ^.i(lj HpIr.
. its. read the crystal, see the future, prophesy and 

attain Illumination, and be a Yogis. "All students 
will do well to study this excellent volume."—W. 
J. Colville. “It Is a revelatlonM-Llght. “Best 
work on the subject. '—Mind, “Marvelous—Ep
och-making."-Lilian Whiting.

6RIRIT WORLD, by Gaffidd. cloth, 50 cents.

DON’T READ THIS.
Frances L. Loucks will give you a correct diag

nosis of your case, and only asks name, age. sex. 
complexion and 10 cents In stamps. A trial will anniu '^^
convince you. Nervous exhaustion and lost vigor *<c'
of both sexes successfully treated. Address, unique ju-ople ^ unique book tor

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,
Lock Box 1314. Stoneham. Mobs.

THE DESCENT OF MAN.
By Charles Darwin. Cloth, gilt top, 75 cents. 

On Its appearance it aroused at once a storm of 
mingled wrath, wonder and admiration. In 
elegance of style, charm of mannei and deep 
knowledge of natural history, it stands almost 
without a rival among scientific works.

Self Contradictions of the Bibfe.
One hundred and forty-four propositions, the

ological, moral, historical and speculative; each 
6roved affirmatively and negatively by quota- 

ons from Scripture, without comment. Price, 
15 cents._________ ___

PSYCHOMETRY—Thetirstand only book which 
toadies the science so that you can practice lu 
Price. 50 cents

EASY LESSONS In Inspiration Clairvoyance and 
Ps.vc home try. Price. 50 cents.

REALIZATION—How to enter the super-con- 
sciousnoss anti be a Yogis. Price. 25 cents. '

DIVINATION—A Ms. series on how to divine 
hidden things, find lost treasures, become a 
seer. Price, fl.00.

CRYSTALS for crystal-gazing, a new lot at 12.25 
each, postage prepaid,

HOW TO REMEMBER PAST LIVES-A Ma. 
scries on this fascinating subject. Price, $1.00.

Send for Prospectus of “The College of Divine 
Science and Realization of Divinity,” Reduced 
tuition. The only one of its kind in the world.

J. C. F. URUMBINE,
1285 Commonwealth Ave., 

Boston, Mass.

THE HARMONIC SERIES
Harmonics of Evolution (Florence Huntley),. 
THE GREAT PSYCHOLOGICAL CRIME,- .. 
The Dream Child,.......................-......................

Vol. I., $2.00
Vol. II., 2.00 
...................  75

These works have made a profound impression on the roost advanced and 
progressive intelligence ot the age. In the field ot Psychical Research it can bo 
said truthfully that they have created a veritable “Cy^Sne” of interest and dis
cussion. Their subject matter and simplicity of expression make them intensely 
interesting and fascinatingly attractive to every one who can understand the sim
plest English. They have made simple and clear the most difficult problems of 
human life, and carry a special message to all who love the truth.
The Great Psychological Crlm^—Con- The Law of Spiritual Gravity; Admoni

tions and Suggestions.tents—Part I,
Psychological Crime; New Defini

tions; Pertinent Admissions; What Is 
Hypnotism; The Deadly Parallel; Man 
and His Two Organisms; Physiology 
and Pathology of Hypnotism; “Auto
Hypnotism," AMisnomer; "Suggestion,” 
a Lexicological Libel; Independent Sug
gestion, a Fact; Hypnotism and the 
Three Brains; Does Hypnotism Cure? 
A Violation of Natural Law; • True Sug
gestion and Therapeutic Faith; Post
Mortem Hypnotism; What of the Hyp
notist?
Part II.

Supplemental.
The Value of "Theories”; Differences 

and Distinctions; Transmigration;) 
Transubstantiatlon; Reincarnation 
Metempsychosis; Self-Perpetuation 
Conditional Immortality; Inherent Im
mortality; Individual Extinction; Psy. 
chical Reinvesture.

Harmonics of Evolution—Contents.
Preliminary Statement; There Is No 

Death; Life After FJJ®E&al Death la 
Scientifically Demonstrable; Life Hera 
and Hereafter Has a Common Develop, 
ment and a Common Purpose;) 
The Scope, Method and Pur
pose; The Genesis of Physical 
Life; The Spiritual Basis of Evolution;) 
The “Law of Natural Selection”; The 
Natural Law of Selection; A Question

. A Risk and a Duty; Other Defini
tions; Significant Admissions; Facta 
Demonstrated; Spiritual Mediumship 
Analyzed and-Classified! The Principle 
Involved; “Automatic, Physical Medi
umship” Impossible; Neither a "Gift” — --------------- - — ^„~m««^
Nor a "Power”; The Destructive Prin- .*“ Science; The Completion of an Indi- 
ciple In Mediumship; Mediumship and-"duto; Masculine Will and Feminine 
Morality; Mediumship and Martyrdom; Desire, The Struggle for Happiness;] 
Mediumship and “Affinity”; Medium- Masculine Reason and Feminine Intul- 
ship and Emotionalism; Mediums and; “w*> The Spiritual Basis of Love; Nat- 
Their Motives; Mediumship and Insan- ,"",, n"'“"““ • «-*-—
ity. . z ' .........
Partlll. ' / -

The Genesis of "Hell"; Tho Way of 
Death; In Perspective; Individual Im- 
mortality;'On What It Depends; Self- 
jCbntrol, the Application; The Line bf 
:|m^ AM W't®e»<WW

ural Science Corroborated; Natural 
Marriage; Legal Marriage; Divorce;] 
True Marriage, Mathematics, Harmon’ 
les, Ethics, ■ > ■ . .. .

Handsomely Bound. ■ ■ j
■ . ■ ' < : . Bend for Circular. 1 

. Address, all orders to ' 
THE 1NDO-AMERICAN BOOK CO-

19 to 27 North KedsteAve^ Shlsages /

file:///.It
ChlcaBO.nl

