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The Heavens. Such Being the Case, Every Spiritualist should Contribute Something to Sustain Those Mediums who have worn themselves out in behalf of 
our caufee. Common humanity, common decency, the angel world, and the ordinary Sense of duty demand that our aged and infirm workers should be cared for. Read 
Mrs. Longley’s appeal on the second page, and let it touch the strings of your purse ^ well as of your heart. Do not wait to do good by your will. Do it right now.
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SPIRITS AS CAUSES OF VICE
o

One of the Most Remarkable Occult Experiences the World Has Ever Seen
A WEIRD OCCULT EXPERIENCE
As Related by Numa Numantius, a Prom 

inent Chicago Physician.
The improbable sometimes occurs. It 

„ did. in this case. The writer is well 
known to the editor of The Progres
sive Thinker, who does not believe 
him to be insane or laboring under an 
hallucination. Some twenty-five years 
ago he related to many his remarkable 
experiences as detailed in this com
munication, and with a sincerity that 
could not fail to carry conviction. His 
wife, a most estimable'lady, who was 
with him, declares most emphatically 
that all the incidents connected with 
this narrative are true. The fact that 
the medium, Home, was levitated On 
one occasion, carried along in mid-air 

, by the spirits, and that the passage of 
matter through matter has been re
peatedly proven, brings within the 
range of possibility every statement 
made by Numa Numantius. That the 

. , central figure in this narrative pos
sessed wonderful occult powers, was 

“ known to many.
In 1872 I was located (in medical practice) within 

thirty miles of Chicago, on a farm,'among farmers-— 
plain, honest people and the best of neighbors. .

My circuit covered an extensive area, and my wife was 
wont to accompany me during those long and otherwise 
monotonous rides. Thus, one afternoon we were nearing 
the farm of a Mrs. J., whose house was situated directly 
on the highroad, opposite an unpainted, deserted church 
—a gloomy enough neighborhood. : ■ : ; ;

Mrs. J’s. son was then under my care for a fractured 
thigh, having just recovered from a similar accident to 
his left forearm. The direct causes of these consecutive 
fractures were:almost universally laid to the worthy dame 
herself, or to her “evil eye,” which, in the opinion of 
most people was able to work damage at a distance. Let 
me explain: < .’ad;.;< ga-gva-g

Mrs. J. was known to old and young as the “EVIL
EYED WITCH,” aud was shunned by all, because of her 
supposed ability to bewitch anyone by her disliked. 
Everybody was in actual terror of this woman. The 
reader must remember that in those days less was known 
of things occult, and, besides, I then was an out and out 
materialist, consequently illy prepared to cope with such 
matters.

The public dislike of this woman I explained through 
her repugnant physique, carrying her right shoulder “a 
la Richard the Third.” She, as if in mock reverence, 
bent her “off knee” in a jerky manner, stumbling more 

Vihan walking, all the while muttering unintelligible 
7 rds in croaky voice, mayhaps to some invisible entity.

■ /Who knows?
■ Her lips, as thin and expressionless as a slit cut in sole 

leather, were never without motion. From her emanated 
that weird, witchlike, nonsympathetic magnetism, all for 
evil and none for good.

Yes, she looked like a witch, soaked in evil, and one 
could well imagine her besmeared with that Devil’s Oint
ment, supposed to be prepared in unholy confab on the 
Blocksberg, from clergymen’s fat, clergymen who had 
served the devil in heaven's livery! Her eyes seemed to 
borrow their expression from the devil-fish, and, taken all 
in all, this woman certainly looked a witch! She was the 
best shunned woman, near and far, amply abused in her 
absence, while most obsequiously flattered when pres
ent. Young and old did homage to the “EVIL-EYED 
ONE.” .

I must go back a little in time, for, previously, I myself 
had witnessed the wholesale slaughter of a litter of pigs 
by thia “witch,” the property of hewneighbor, a Mr. K. 

, During a professional call at this farmer's house, I had 
occasion to praise the healthy ap'^Arance of a litter of 
pigs. To my astonishment, Mr. lOan unusually intelli- 
fent farmer, asserted that “nothing can save this litter, 

or the witch has ‘evil-eyed’ them!” Such STUPIDITY 
required correction, and 1 then and there gave vent to 
much “scientific” horror with what he said, but without 
shaking his belief in the old woman’s “powers.” As related 
the next day by Mr. K., EVERY PIGLET “TOOK ITS 
LITTLE TAIL BETWEEN ITS TEETH AT SUN
SET, THE DAY PRIOR, AND TWIRLING ABOUT 

. FASTER AND FASTER, DROPPED DEAD.” What 
, killed the pigs I knob- not, but that they were dead I saw 

for myself. .
A STRANGE, WEIRD OCCURRENCE.

But let us return to our story and relate what hap-

pened at the home of the “witch,” that memorable even
ing:

Mrs. J’s. son, Fred, lived with her, so also his little 
wife, who, at all times, presented a well ' pronounced 
“scarey look.” On arriving, 1 hitched my ponies to a 
post outside, asking Mrs. Fred to entertain my wife while 
I entered the house, a rickety affair, whose timbers ap
peared ever ready to fall apart, but somehow clung to
gether. Before that I had passed repeatedly through 
the long and’ narrow shed that served as the main en
trance to the living-room, but never without a vague sen
sation that forced me to hasten my steps. I always 
chided myself for entertaining such uncanny feelings, 
but there they were! On that day I actually suffered 
while going through the shed and was truly relieved 
when once in Fred’s room, the “large room” of a farm 
house. But I was there doomed to further misery, the 
worst that can befall a physician. Fred hailed me with 
ill-suppressed impatience, showing agony of mind as well 
as (A body, hurling all kinds of opprobrium at me. Let 
me ’here remark tliat I had bandaged his legs some five 
days prior, in plaster of paris, to prevent too inquisitive 
interference. The bandages showed no signs of having 
been tampered with, and 1 could not understand Fred’s 
impatient greeting:

“Doctor, I beg of you to come tp me quick. Mother 
and 1 have had a rumpus, and ever since I am in agony. 
Something is the matter with my broken thigh, for there 
is a crawling sensation all over and around it. Mother 
has ‘BE-SPOKEN’ the leg.” In reply I simply felt 
Fred’s pulse, believing him under febrile excitement. 
However, his pulse was normal and the skin moist and 
cool. My sole attention was now turned to the fractured 
limb. I dreaded gangrene and set to chiseling the thigh 
from out its plaster of paris-incasement.

A MOST HORRIBLE SIGHT DISCLOSED.
I doubt whether the sudden disappearance of that very 

limb, then and there, would have more confounded me 
than the horrible sight before me when the bandages fell 
from the thigh. THERE, IN ALL THEIR SLIMY 
HELLISHNESS, CRAWLED OVER AND ABOUT 
THE THIGH AND BEDDING, WHITE WORMS 
FROM ONE,TO TWO INCHES LONG 1 These worms 
were different from those I had ever seen, in hospitals 
and on battle-fields, where wounds had to be neglected 
from various causes. It must also be remembered that 
this was a simple fracture, without even the slightest 
scratch accompanying it.

How did all this happen, or was it an illusion?
To me and to Fred those worms at that time ACT

UALLY EXISTED. They were, there to my utter be
wilderment and I had not yet regained that mental equi-, 
librium so necessary to a physician, when a low mocking 
laugh behind me caused me to turn and recognize Mrs. 
J. She seemed to enjoy the situation, but soon quieted 
me with the assurance that the worms were caused in no
wise through, my neglect, but that she simply wished 
“Freddie” to respect his “mammy” more and to call her 
less names. She added: “I regret causing you this extra 
trouble doctor,” but, gone she was, shambling out of the 
room through the gloomy shed into the yard and beyond. 
While my eyes followed her as she passed out of sight, 
back to her work on the farm, a shout of surprise from 
Fred called me back to my duty. My patient pointed to 
his injured limb, where not a worm or trace thereof could 
be seen! His mother had not fully entered the room, re
maining in the doorway. Her position even obstructed 
full view of the leg and its condition. Yet GONE THEY 
WERE, every single worm, leaving the limb clean and 
ready for my surgical duties.

Where did these worms come from?
Where did they go to?
What, indeed, had they been?

SEND THE RED COOK ON THE ROOF.
Pulling myself together best I could, I rebandaged the 

leg, wliile Fred aired his long pent up feelings by the re
cital of the weird happenings there, as strange occur
rences in “BLACK MAGIC” as perhaps were ever re
counted to mortal. Even the recent death of a brother 
he believed the work of entities servile to his mother, for 
that death was prognosticated by the “witch” exactly as 
it happened. At another time, when that brother re
fused to advance money, Mrs. J. threatened that if the 
same was not handed to her by Wednesday, she would 
“SEND THE RED COCK ON HIS ROOF,” at midnight 
of that day. Though Jim’s house was situated on Mil
waukee avenue in Chicago, some thirty miles distant, and 
his mother did not leave her farm, a fire actually started 
on the roof, but was readily extinguished,-after which 
the “witch” promptly received the money.

Fred tearfully referred to his little wife, who was rap
idly failing amidst such depressing surroundings and be
cause of the shameful treatment she received from the 
old hag. I advised Fred to leave his mother and take his 
wife with hint to Chicago, there to manfully work, and 
in peace and happiness support her, as in duty bound. 
His other remarks, touching on black magic, I also met, 
but with pity and scorn, doing my best to reach his “be
nighted pate” with sufficient of the “light of this enlight
ened century” to meet and overcome all such “medieval 
nonsense.”

All my pains were for nothing, for Fred implored me 
to keep my counsel and to not further raise his mother’s 
ire. “For,” as he added, “she hears every word you say.”

Pointing to his mother working some five hundred feet 
distant on.the farm, Fred,further explained: . . V

“IN SOME STRANGE MANNER MOTHER FEELS 
WHAT PEOPLE THINK, AND I AM POSITIVE 
THAT SHE NOW KNOWS ALL YOU SAID" AND 
ALL YOU THINK, FOR, FROM MY CHILDHOOD 
UP SHE ALWAYS KNEW MY THOUGHTS AND 
THERE WAS NO ESCAPE FROM HER.” ,

Entirely then qnabquainted with occult possibilities, I 
let fly at him my undisguised disgust, and after reviewing 
in cutting ridicule^l he had said, I left his presence and 
joined my wife, waiting for me in the garden fronting 
the house. Bidding adieu to Fred’s wife, we were soon 
seated in the pha^on, getting ready to leave, I thankful 
for the superstition-destroying rays that science, by a not 
to be overestimated'chance, had ensconced into my 
thought-box! Never'liad proud aristocrat so thoroughly 
despised the low-boni as I on that eve those “benighted 
plebeians!” But, my punishment was to come.

A MOST EXTRAORDINARY MANIFESTATION.
While about to’ etpyt the ponies, ever ready to answer 

the whip, Mrs. J., suddenly appeared from behind the 
phaeton, and, with a peculiar distant expression in her 
eyes, passed about-the team in a circle. This procedure 
was a sort of “Devil s Good-bye,” and introductory to as 
bad a night as Go^ ever permits the devil to torment de
fenseless man with!. -

Attempting to sjart, I found to my utter dismay, that 
every encouraging.word and even the whip’s convincing 
lash failed to induce the horses to stir, though PREVI
OUSLY WILLING AND NEVER BALKY. My at
tempts proving futile,’! turned to the old hag, who then 
waved her bony hand'at us, apparently in high glee, 
screaming: “NEXT TIME DON’T GIVE ADVICE TO 
MY FAMILY; AND REMEMBER THAT IT IS 
OFTEN DANGEROUS TO BLOW WHERE IT 
BURNS YOU NOT-. ®QU MAY KNOW . A FEW 
BOOKS, DOCTOR, BUT I CAN DO MUCH THAT 
YOUR WISDOM CANNOT EXPLAIN!” With an en
ergetic wave of hen sinewy hand, retracing her steps 
around our phaetop, she finished her tirade, shouting: 
“Go on, doctor, go op! You will shortly be in greater 
danger than this!” _(

MORE WONDERFUL OCCULT MANIFESTATIONS
Onward the ponjgs (sped, apparently relieved, and we 

were glad to have the distance betwixt us and the “witch” 
increased. By tbia-tifne evening had set in and we has
tened on, ycarningjfpr-hfgne. . .

Such is'the'bles^ihgrtofpa.good wife, that soon, under 
her quieting influengbj.the„aboyc occurrence was no more 
thought Of. We" wep# chatting of future plans, of our 
contemplated returiftb Chicago, when suddenly, without 
the slightest warning, the ponies stopped short, standing 
stock still,'at the spine time trembling violently, as if 
shaken by sbme controlling force.”- At first our thoughts 
did not recur to the “Witch” and her threat, BUT WHEN 
THE HORSES, BUGGY AND CONTENTS, ALL OF 
IT AND US, WERE UNMISTAKABLY RAISED 
F60M THE GROUND,. REMAINING THUS 
AFLOAT, VIOLENTLY SHAKING, I WAS FOB 
TIIE FIRST TIME INCLINED TO CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITIES OF WITCHCRAFT! While arguing 
the point with my (wife, I chanced to look down at the 
wheels. The sightA-jidt there met my eyes added not to 
my valor, for at e^q’Wheel I plainly discerned a' dwarf, 
or"humanlike “eomething” real as life, of stubby but 
strong build, lifting!with all its might, and evidently the 
cause of the shaking-tip we were still undergoing. A.11 
efforts at w/’fing thc/horses stir proved without avail, 
and in ;,- spair, braving the consequences, I jumped 
from Ji-f-pnaetoh, to personally examine matters. The 
“something” had vanished; at least I saw them no more. 
But I found the ponies and the wheels still some half
foot from the ground, suspended in the air. I repeatedly 
passed my hands un^r the horses’ hoofs and the wheels, 
scarcely believing what my senses of sight and touch now 
plainly demonstrated,! I attempted to turn a wheel, but, 
though suspended afloat in air, it would not move. • ‘ ”

After a hurried consultation with my wife, whose 
bravery under such trying ciroumstances was certainly re
markable, I returned fo the phaeton, she finally agreeing 
to leave the buggy. In stepping out her dress caught, se
curing her directly .'between the large wheels, at which 
moment the buggy /lowered suddenly to the ground and 
the horses took a tiffin to the left, bringing the wheels 
closely together, within a few inches, certain to crush 
my wife’s body, as shq was still held there. I remember 
her piercing shriekjpLut cannot recall aught else, save 
that I saw my wife ®(to the ground. A hasty examina
tion revealed no injury! '

How was my wife^aved from being crushed to death?
We both positively know that she was between the 

wheels while.they me^the distance between them being 
less than two inches; >We cannot explain,' though we 
know these things toihdve happened. ' -.:

FLOATING ACROSS A-PEEP RAVINE.
We were quite a'distance from home and so were 

forced to return to the'phaeton. The spell seemed to be 
off and we sped up-^he steep road, both sides of which 
bordered with deeplravin.es, cut by the rains of many 
years. It was as if serte intelligent force suddenly delib
erately headed the torses (towards and over the ravine to 
the right, some twehtjt or^more feet deep. Though the 
buggy and ponies tqjjcheddihe ground while oil the road, 

• we now floated across this j&eep ravine, and thus returned 
without touching itaj>b$tt(nn.

I may as well remark'right here that the next morning, 
accompanied by a aumbercof farmers and others, the 
tracks of the horses (feet apd of the wheels could be plain
ly distinguished oij^he toad and also where the team 
had turned towardSlthb ravine and back again.. These 
tracks led to the ravine’s .edge, and continued on the 
other side, the-retailing trades' equally plain. But the 
closest examination fljd not reveal the least mark at the 
bottom of the ravine,- qmrefutably proving that we had 
really floated both ways over the ravine. Indeed, had we 
not, and had we fallenStto said ravine, we could not have 
escaped injury or evenReaili/and, at best could not have 
left the ravine withohtj^unian aid; until the coming day.

A PREDICTION VERIFIED. ' -
Returning to the road, we concluded to leave the 

horses at the nearest farmhouse, some half-mile distant. 
All spooks and spookery had vanished. Slowly progress
ing, it now became quite dark ere we arrived at the farm. 
My wife was now seized with a great dread lest some
thing evil should befall me at the farmer’s, and urged me 
to pass by and on. But what could I do? It was im
practical to lead the horses home, a mile or more, and I 
rapped at the rear door of the farm-house, several times 
without recognition. About to try once more, the door 
suddA y flew open, revealing the farmer, Mr. I1'., with 
gun pointed at me and evidently about to fire! My wife’s 
shriek and the fortunate intervention of Mrs. F., re
called the fellow to his senses, and, as if combatting with 
some unseen influence, he threw the gun far from him, 
evidently relieved, sinking exhausted to the floor, his 
blanched checks evidencing the turmoil that shook his 
powerful frame. When we had sufficiently recovered 
from our surprise, Mr. I1'., related how an hour or so be
fore, he had strangely been forced to take down that old 
gun from a hook where it had been forgotten for many 
years, to clean and load it, and, finally to point it at me, 
with every intent to kill. He had not recognized me al 
first, though we were old acquaintances, until my wife’s 
shriek saved him from murder. And, thus, the “witch’s” 
threat, that 1 would be in greater danger that very night, 
became verified.

Strange to say, the farmer and his wife ridiculed us 
for our “superstitious fears,” when informed of our expe
riences, and Mr. F., proposed to drive our team to my 
home that very night. Wisely, I had kept from him the 
more occult aspect of our adventures, merely stating (hat 
our ponies were balky, due, possibly, to Mrs. J’s. influ
ence. But, whenever this couple was ready to start, 
armed with a large lantern, a sudden whiff of wind, coin
ing from nowhere, extinguished the light, and in the en
suing darkness the same manifestations occurred that 
had confronted us! The farmer was tenacious and tried 
again and again, hitching the ponies to a heavy box 
wagon, but such was the deviltry sure to follow, that 
these worthy people now peremptorily refused to harbor 
either of us or our team for the night! “You are both 
possessed of the devil,” was tlfeif invariable answer to 
our request to keep our team over night. Finally I pre
vailed on him tircall on a neighbor, who, ignorant of the 
trouble, agreed to take the horses to his farm. Nothing 
further’occurred than that we had to walk home, our 
hearts and heads laboring under conflicting emotions.

THE FINAL END OF THE WITCH.
The above happened years ago and. the reader may 

wish to know what has become of the “witch.” It is but 
a few months since that a physician, my successor there, 
wrote me of the sudden demise of Mrs. J. To my knowl
edge, she was an old woman thirty years ago, and I am 
assured that she looked no older when the accident that 
removed her lo the place where witches are said to go, 
befell her. It is solemnly stated in that neighborhood 
that she had made a compact with the Evil One, on prom
ise of certain powers, he agreeing to not “claim her soul” 
so long as her feet touched the earth, or remained within 
three feet of the same. This accounted for the one-story, 
rkmoling house above referred to, the long shed without 
flooring, etc. Mrs. J. might be alive to-day had she not 
forgotten her pactus with the .Evil One, and refrained 
from mounting a wagon of manure, thus standing over 
three feet above ground, and, besides, not on soil. The 
Doctor reports that she was suddenly hurled from the 
wagon, and when picked up it was discovered that her 
neck was broken. ■ ■ ' : ■ . ■■ gg

As to any such compact with an evil spirit T know not; 
BUT I DO KNOW THAT ALL I HAVE RELATED 
ABOVE IS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
TRUTH. Though a number of years have since passed, 
every happening therewith connected is too vivid in my 
memory to be forgotten. I have since delved in things 
occult, for over a quarter of a century, and know more 
than I did then, and, hence, can solve the puzzle some
what, more to my satisfaction, but still I ask the kind 
reader’s assistance in unravelling the above experience. 
I REPEAT MY ASSURANCE THAT I HAVE REN
DERED A TRUTHFUL ACCOUNT, ON WHICH I 
STAKE MY HONOR. INDEED, I DARE NOT TELL 
ALL THAT HAPPENED—THEN AND AFTER
WARDS—FOR FEAR OF COMMENT. -

. NUMA NUMANTIUS.

THANKFUL.

I have clothes, a well-filled stomach and a pleasant place to 
sleep,

And my thankfulness of spirit runs proportionately deep.
There are people who are freezing, and are hungry to the 

core,
Who for lack of work and shelter are now sleeping out of 

door.
When I see the mansions gaudy, and provided with the best, 
I am thankful that “good fortune" has a brother being 

blessed. •
But I wonder that "good fortune” with so many things 

store,
Gives one plenty while another starves and freezes out 

_ door.
When I seo the stately churches where the wealthy go 

pray

In

of

to
That the “meek and lowly Jeans might their sins all wash 

away," • •
When the means might be expended for the good of mortals 

more,
I feel sorry for the wealthy who must plead at heaven’s door.
I feel thankful there is justice in the somewhere and some

™ time, * ’ '
And the thought uplifts my spirit with a radiance subllpio, 
For the Present seems so partial, with the good things in its 

' store— ' *' r ■
All to few mien, while their brothers freeze in hunger but of

door, DR. T. WILKINS.
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A Careful and Critical Examination of 
the Subject.

Any mystical, psuedo-religlous sys
tem, or advanced spiritual philosophy 
(whether it be Spiritualism, the New 
Thought, Christian Science, Theosophy 
or Quietism) which purposely Ignores 
a thorough analysis, and Investigation 
Into the real psychological causes ot 
vice, sin, and crime, will always ba 
treated with moral suspicion.

The first question asked is this, viz., 
is the system morally clean? Not Is tha 
philosophy ot the system Infallibly 
true?

If it is not clean the people declare 
that they do not want it in their fam
ilies.

The fact that our special reverence 
for the unseen, and our love for the 
marvelous is so great, that we would 
sooner worship, and become the pupils 
ot tiie most foul and ignorant spirit out 
of his skin, than the wisest and clean
est saint In it, does not change the mat
ter In the eyes of the public.

Spiritualism is both objective and 
subjective. In the objective sense, a 
spirit may be a cause of vice, as when 
a person is obsessed.

In the subject sense, some psycholog
ical force of one’s own soul may be a 
vicious cause.

This view Is not flattering. In this 
last sense a standard of moral responsi
bility is fixed. Let us take our medi
cine bravely. It may do no harm, If It 
does no. good, to call attention to the 
psychological fact that the human pas
sions of jealousy, lust, despair and hate 
were, by the Jews, personified as spir
itual entities, in James 4:5, Numbers 
51:17, and other places.

This view belongs strictly to the 
phase of subjective Spiritualism, 1. e., 
as distinct from the objective phase of 
obsession.

In the former ease, the person is sim
ply self-deceived, drawn away from 
common sense, and enticed by the spirit 
entity of their own personal lust, wheth
er It be jealousy, avarice, fear, hate, or 
the desire for power or sexual conquest.

In the objective experience they are 
drawn away, and enticed and over
powered by deceiving spirit entities, 
which besiege them from without, and 
which spirits are animated by one or, 
the other of the above passions.

Let us continue to bravely take our 
own medicine.

Let us frankly admit, however, that 
all the danger to wrong doing does not 
come from without; that not being in
fallible (ethical beings) that there may 
be such a thing as a capacity for self
deception in every human heart that 
beats.

That human moral evolution implies 
(In the very term Itself) the former ex
istence of immoral psychological states, 
out of which morals and ethics were 
evolved. . ■ .

This question is one which belongs to 
the sphere of subjective Spiritualism. 
It concerns the moral condition of my 
own spirit—not that of a guide. Sub
jective Spiritualism, therefore, is re
lated to all those moral and ethical con
ditions relating to my own moral re
sponsibility. In this sense my own 
fierce, savage passions I personify as 
the spirits,, which are the natural 
causes of my vices.

My savage ancestors of the zoological 
garden knew nothing of morals. My 
ethics are an evolution. Those who 
have descended from the archangels 
had a better start. But I was not per
mitted to come that way. I had come 
the way of the savage races and the 
zoological gardens. I had a bad begin
ning; this Is why Darwin took so much 
pains to declare the nature of my an
cestry; for a good man’s pedigree is 
little hunted up. If 1 have the seeds of 
savage, cruel and unjust passions lurk
ing within (the elements of my own 
subjective Spiritualism) I know where 
they came from; so does Darwin. This 
is a grim historic fact—not humor or 
romance. Let us be thorough-going 
with our view of evolution, or let it 
alone.

Suppose, then, that I persist in per
sonifying the left-over elements of my 
own savage passions, as the spirits, 
which are tho natural evolutionary 
causes of my vices, what then? Well, 
it necessitates a thorough analysis and 
investigation into the real psychological 
causes of the vices of my savage an
cestors, as well as those of my own.

The lives of my ancestors of the zoo
logical gardens, and my own life, there
fore, began with passions, not with con
ceptions of the intellect, or with the 
perceptions of sensation, viz., the child 
at birth begins with hunger,; fear md 
anger, which are passions—not \ .h 
conceptions of the intellect or sensa
tions of the senses.

In this sense vice has five distinct 
stages of psychological growth.

1. The stage of hereditary and self
developed passion, 1. e., as of vices 
which originate In the passions of hun
ger, fear, anger, hate, jealousy, love ofc 
domination, avarice, sex, the seeds of 
which are in every Spiritualist, living 
and dead.

2. The stage of the sensations of the 
senses, 1. e., of seeing, hearing, touch
ing, smelling, tasting.

3. The stage of the conceptions of 
intellect, 1. e., of vicious thoughts, men
tal images, ideas, generic Images, In
ferior concepts, Superior concepts. A 
continuous Uno of vice-thought always 
leads to action.

4. The stage of temperament, habit 
or disposition.

5. The acquired stage of impulsive, 
self-deceptive secret pleasures; secret
ly enjoyed for years.

Now, my own spirit, and every devel
oped obsessing spirit that has ever 
lived on earth, had their natures devel
oped—whether for lofty virtue or de
grading vice—according to the above 
five psychological laws. Therefore, to 
know, any thing intelligently of spirits, 
as causes of vices, wo must study and 
teach the elements of their psychology, 
as a means of moral self-protection. To 

.ova<lc .or ignore these unflattering stud
ies of human nature is as unwise as It 
Is to neglect the careful examination ot 
the sewerage plumbing of a cholera in
vested district

' SALVARONA.

^•^^^pM

deeplravin.es


SMIlf

inker
The. Heavens. Such Being the Case, Every Spiritualist should Contribute Something to Sustain Those Mediums who have worn themselves out in behalf of 
our cause. Common humanity, common decency, the angel world, and the ordinary sense of duty demand that our aged and infirm workers should be cared for. Read 
Mrs. Longley’s appeal on the second page, and let it touch the strings of your purse as well as of your heart. Do not wait to do good by your will. Do it right now.
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SPIRITS AS CAUSES OF VICE

One of the Most Remarkable Occult Experiences the World Has Ever Seen
A WEIRD OCCULT EXPERIENCE
As Related by Numa Numantius, a Prom

inent Chicago Physician.
The improbable sometimes occurs. It 

did.in this case. The writer is well 
known to the editor of The Progres
sive Thinker, who does not believe 
him to be insane or laboring under an 
hallucination. Some twenty-five years 
ago he related to many his remarkable 
experiences as detailed in this com
munication, and with a sincerity that 
could not fail to carry conviction. His 
wife, a most estimable'lady, who was 
with him, declares most emphatically 
that all the incidents connected with 
this narrative are true. The fact that 
the medium, Home, was levitated On 
one occasion, carried along in mid-air 
by the spirits, and that the passage of 
matter through matter has been re
peatedly proven, brings within the 
range of possibility every statement 
made by Numa Numantius. That the 
central figure in this narrative pos
sessed wonderful occult powers, was 

" known to many.
In 1872 I was located (in medical practice) within 

thirty miles of Chicago, on a farm,'among farmers— 
plain, honest people and the best of neighbors.

My circuit covered an extensive area, and my wife was 
wont to accompany me during those long and otherwise 
monotonous rides. Thus, one afternoon we were nearing 
the farm of a Mrs. J., whose house was situated directly 
on the highroad, opposite an unpainted, deserted church 
—a gloomy enough neighborhood.

Mrs. J’s. son was then under my care for a fractured 
thigh, having just recovered from a similar accident to 
his left forearm. The direct causes of these consecutive 
fractures were almost universally laid to the worthy dame 
herself, or to her “evil eye,” which, in the opinion of 
most people was able to work damage at a distance. Let 
me explain:

Mrs. J. was known to old and young as the “EVIL
EYED WITCH,” and was shunned by all, because of her 
supposed ability to bewitch anyone by her disliked. 
Everybody was in actual terror of this woman. The 
reader must remember that in those days less was known 
of things occult, and, besides, 1 then was an out and out 
materialist, consequently illy prepared to cope with such 
matters. ■ ■ ’

The public dislike of this woman I explained through 
her repugnant physique, carrying her right shoulder “a 
la Richard the Third.” She, as if in mock reverence, 
bent her “off knee” in a jerky manner, stumbling more 
than walking, all the while muttering unintelligible 
words in croaky voice, mayhaps to some invisible entity.

Who knows? . .
Her lips, as thin and expressionless as a slit cut in sole 

leather, were never without motion. From her emanated 
tliat weird, witchlike, nonsyippathetic magnetism, all for 
evil and none for good. - .

Yes, she looked like a witch, soaked in evil, and one 
could well imagine her besmeared with that Devil’s Oint
ment, supposed to be prepared in unholy confab on the 
Blocksberg, from clergymen’s fat, clergymen who had 
served the devil in heaven’s livery! Her eyes seemed to 
borrow their expression from the devil-fish, and, taken all 
in all, this woman certainly looked a witch! She was tbe 
best shunned woman, near and far, amply abused in her, 
absence, while most obsequiously flattered when pres
ent. Young and old did homage to the “EVIL-EYED 
ONE.” :

I must go back a little in time, for, previously, I myself 
had witnessed the wholesale slaughter of a litter of pigs 
by this “witch,” the property of her neighbor, a Mr. K. 
During a professional call at this farmer’s house, I had 
occasion to praise the healthy appearance of a litter of 
pigs. To my astonishment, Mr. K., an unusually intelli
gent farmer, asserted that “nothing can save this litter, 
for the witch has ‘evil-eyed’ them!” Such STUPIDITY 
required correction, and I then and there gave vent to 
much “scientific” horror with what he said, but without 
shaking his belief in the old woman’s “powers.” As related 
the next day by Mr. K., EVERY PIGLET “TOOK ITS 
LITTLE TAIL BETWEEN ITS TEETH AT SUN-' 
SET, THE DAY PRIOR, AND TWIRLING ABOUT 
FASTER AND FASTER, DROPPED DEAD." What 
killed the pigs I knok not, but that they were dead I saw 

,for myself.
A STRANGE, WEIRD OCCURRENCE.

But let us return .to our story and relate what hap-

pened at the home of the “witch,” that memorable even
ing:

Mrs. J’s. son, Fred, lived with her, so also his little 
wife, who, at all times, presented a well * pronounced 
“scarey look.” On arriving, 1 hitched my ponies to a 
post outside, asking Mrs. Fred to entertain my wife while 
I entered the house, a rickety affair, whose timbers ap
peared ever ready to fall apart, but somehow clung to
gether. Before that I had passed repeatedly through 
the long and’ narrow shed that served us the main en
trance to the living-room, but never without a vague sen
sation that forced me to hasten my steps. I always 
chided myself for entertaining such uncanny feelings, 
but there they were! On that day I actually suffered 
while going through the shed and was truly relieved 
when onee in Fred’s room, the “large room” of a farm 
house. But 1 was there doomed to further misery, the 
worst that can befall a physician. Fred hailed me with 
ill-suppressed impatience, showing agony of mind as well 
as of body, hurling all kinds of opprobrium at me. Let 
me here remark that I had bandaged his legs some five 
days prior, in plaster of paris, to prevent too inquisitive 
interference. The bandages showed no signs of having 
been tampered with, and 1 could not understand Fred’s 
impatient greeting:

“Doctor, 1 beg of you to come tp me quick. Mother 
and I have had a rumpus, and ever since 1 am in agony. 
Something is the matter with my broken thigh, for there 
is a crawling sensation all over and around it. Mother 
has ‘BE-SPOKEN’ the leg.” In reply I simply felt 
Fred’s pulse, believing him under febrile excitement. 
However, his pulse was normal and the skin moist and 
cool. My sole attention was now turned to the fractured 
limb. I dreaded gangrene and set to chiseling the thigh 
from out its plaster of paris-incasement.

A MOST HORRIBLE SIGHT DISCLOSED.
1 doubt whether the sudden disappearance of that very 

limb, then and there, would have more confounded me 
than the horrible sight before me when the bandages fell 
from the thigh. THERE, IN ALL THEIR SLIMY 
HELLISHNESS, CRAWLED OVER AND ABOUT 
THE THIGH AND BEDDING, WHITE WORMS 
FROM ONESTO TWO INCHES LONG! These worms 
were differentYroip those I had ever seen, in hospitals 
and on battle-fields, where wounds had to be neglected 
from various causes. It must also be remembered that 
this was a simple fracture, without even the slightest 
scratch accompanying it.

How did all this happen, or was it an illusion?
To me and to Fred those worms at that time ACT

UALLY' EXISTED. They were there to my Titter be
wilderment and I had not yet regained that mental equi
librium so necessary to a physician, when a low mocking 
laugh behind me caused me to turn and recognize Mrs. 
J. She seemed to enjoy the situation, but soon quieted 
me with the assurance that the worms were caused in no
wise through, my neglect, but that she simply wished 
“Freddie” to respect his “mammy” more and to call her 
lcs&names. She added: “I regret causing you this extra 
trouble doctor,” but, gone she was, shambling out of the 
room through the gloomy shed into the yard and beyond. 
While my eyes followed her as she passed out of sight, 
back to her work on the farm, a shout of surprise from 
Fred called me back to my duty. My patient pointed to 
his injured limb, where not a worm or trace thereof could 
be seen! His mother had not fully entered the room, re
maining in the doorway. Her position even obstructed 
full view of the leg and its condition. Yet GONE THEY 
WERE, every single worm, leaving the limb clean and 
ready for my surgical duties.

Where did these worms come from?
Where did they go to? ■ ’ '
What, indeed, had they been? ....

SEND THE RED COCK ON THE ROOF.
Pulling myself together best I could, I rebandaged the 

leg, while Fred aired his long pent up feelings by the re
cital of the weird happenings there, as strange occur
rences in “BLACK MAGIC” as perhaps were ever re
counted to mortal. Even the recent death of a brother 
he believed the work of entities servile to his mother, for 
that death was prognosticated by the “witch” exactly as 
it happened. At another time, when that brother re
fused to advance money, Mrs. J. threatened that if the 
same was not handed to her by Wednesday, she would 
“SEND THE RED COCK ON HIS ROOF,” at midnight 
of that day. Though Jim’s house was situated on Mil
waukee avenue in Chicago, some thirty miles distant, and' 
his mother did not leave her farm, a fire actually started 
on the roof, but was readily extinguished, after which 
the “witch” promptly received the money.

Fred tearfully referred td his little wife, who was rap
idly failing amidst such depressing surroundings and be
cause of the shameful treatment she received from the 
old hag. I advised Fred to leave his mother and take his 
wife with hint to Chicago, there io manfully work, and 
in peace and happiness support her, as in duty bound. 
His other remarks, touching on black magic, I also met, 
but with pity and scorn, doing my best to reach his “be
nighted pate” with sufficient of the “light of this enlight
ened century” to meet and overcome all such “medieval 
nonsense.”

All my pains were for nothing, for Fred implored me 
to keep my counsel and to not further raise his mother’s 
ite. “For,” as he added, “she hears every word you say.”

Pointing to his mother working some five hundred feet 
distant on.the farm, Fred further explained: .. .

“IN SOMl STRANGE MANNER MOTHER FEELS 
WHAT PEOPLE THINK, AND I AM POSITIVE 
THAT SHE NOW KNOWS ALL YOU SAID' AND 
ALL YOU THINK, FOR, FROM MY CHILDHOOD 
UP SHE ALWAYS KNEW MY THOUGHTS AND 
THERE WAS NO ESCAPE FROM HER.”

Entirely then unacquainted with occult possibilities, I 
let fly at him my undisguised disgust, and after reviewing 
in cutting ridiculp^il l'e kad said, I left his presence and 
joined my wife, waiting for me in the garden fronting 
the house. Bidding adieu to Fred’s wife, we were soon 
seated in the phaeton, getting ready to leave, I thankful 
for the superstitidjUiiMtroying rays that science, by a not 
to be overestimated'chance, had ensconced into my 
thought-box! Ndveg’had proud aristocrat so thoroughly 
despised the low-bof# as I on that eve those “benighted 
plebeians!” But, my punishment was to come.

A MOST EXTRAORDINARY MANIFESTATION.
While about to'stpj't the ponies, ever ready to answer 

the whip, Mrs. J.,, suddenly appeared from behind the 
phaeton, and, with a peculiar distant expression in her 
eyes, passed about-the team in a circle. This procedure 
was a sort of “Devil's Good-bye,” and introductory to as 
bad a night as God ever pennits the devil to torment de
fenseless man with! ■

Attempting to B^rt, I found to my utter dismay, that 
every encouraging.word and even the whip’s convincing 
lash failed to induce the horses to stir, though PREVI
OUSLY WILLING AND NEVER BALKY. My at
tempts proving futile/1 turned to the old hag, who then 
waved her bony hand rat us, apparently in high glee, 
screaming: “NEXT TIME DON’T GIVE ADVICE TO 
MY FAMILY; AND REMEMBER THAT IT IS 
OFTEN DANGEROUS TO BLOW WHERE IT 
BURNS YOU NOT-. YOU MAY KNOW. A FEW 
BOOKS, DOCTOR, BUT I CAN DO MUCH THAT 
YOUR WISDOM CANNOT EXPLAIN!” With an en
ergetic wave of her.sinewy hand, .retracing her steps, 
around our phaetdfy 'she finished her tirade, shouting: 
“Go on, doctor, go op! You mil shortly be in greater 
danger than this!”

MORE WONDERFUL OCCULT MANIFESTATIONS
Onward the ponies (sped, apparently relieved, and we 

were glad to have the distance betwixt us and the “witch” 
increased. By thisditne evening had set in and we has
tened on, yearningj^rjiQflie. .

Such is-thebleBiiin^Ji&a.good ^ soon, under 
her quieting influeng^theuabove occurrence was no more 
thought of. We 'w.epff- chatting of future plans, of our 
contemplated return tb Chicago, when suddenly, without 
the slightest warning, the ponies stopped short, standing 
stock still,'at the spme time trembling violently, as if 
shaken by sbme controlling force.”' At first our thoughts 
did not recur to the “Witch” and her threat, BUT WHEN 
THE HORSES, BUGGY AND CONTENTS, ALL OF 
IT AND US, WERE UNMISTAKABLY RAISED 
FROM THE GROUND,. REMAINING THUS 
AFLOAT, VIOLENTLY SHAKING, I WAS FOR 
TIIE FIRST TIME INCLINED TO CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITIES GF WITCHCRAFT! While arguing 
the point with my (wife, I chanced to look down at the 
wheels. The sight tbit there met my eyes added not to 
my valor, for at each, wheel I plainly discerned a'dwarf, 
or humanlike “something” real as life, of stubby but 
strong build, lifting'with all its might, and evidently the 
cause of the shaking-tip we were still .undergoing. All 
efforts at making tRe/horses stir proved without avail, 
and in my despair, braving the consequences, I jumped 
from the phaeton, to personally examine matters. The 
“something” had vanished; at least I saw them no more. 
But I found the ponies and the wheels still some half
foot from the ground,'suspended in the air. I repeatedly 
passed my hands unddr the horses’ hoofs and the wheels, 
scarcely believing what my senses of sight and touch now 
plainly demonstrated,! ■ I attempted to turn a wheel, but, 
though suspended afloat in air, it would not move. • : "

After a hurried consultation with my wife, whose 
bravery under such trying circumstances was certainly re
markable, I returned to the phaeton, she finally agreeing 
to leave the buggy. In stepping out her dress caught, se
curing her directly .’■between the large wheels, at which 
moment the buggy .lowered suddenly to the ground and 
the horses took a him to the left, bringing the wheels 
closely together, within a few inches, certain to crush 
my wife’s body, as she, was still held there. I remember 
her piercing shriekLbut cannot recall aught else, save 
that I saw my wife fait to the ground. A hasty examina
tion revealed no injury !

How was my wife^aved from being crushed to death?

We both positively know that she was between the 
wheels while they met/the distance between them being 
less than two inches; ;We cannot explain, ' though we 
know these things to-have happened. '

FLOATING AckCSS AePEEP RAVINE.
We were quite a fiance from home and bo were 

forced to return to t&eThaeton, The spell seemed to be 
off and we sped upljtKe steep road, both sides of which 
bordered with deep^fiavinjes, cut by the rains of many 
years. It was as if sohie intelligent force suddenly delib
erately headed the fences.stewards and over the ravine to 
the right, some twehty orsmore feet deep. Though the 
buggy and ponies toijched.'the ground while oil the road, 

-we now floated across'1 this (deep ravine, and thus returned 
without touching ifijb^tteip. '

I may as well remkrkiright here that the next morning, 
accompanied by a uiimbe^ of farmers and others, the 
tracks of the horses &ef ahd of the wheels could be plain
ly distinguished Oi^he ®oad and also where the tehm 
had turned towardstltho ravine and back again. These 
tracks led to the ravine’s .edge, and continued on the 
other side, the .retutjjing tracks' equally plain. But the 
closest examination flici not reveal the least mark at the 
bottom of the ravine,-unrefutably proving that we h; 
really floated both wayS over the ravine. Indeed, had r. . 
not, and had we'failenWb.stud'ravine, we could not have 
escaped injury or even -death, and, nt best could not have  
left the ravine witho'urauijian aid, until the coming day.

had
we

A PREDICTION VERIFIED. .
Returning lo the road, we concluded to leave the 

horses at the nearest farmhouse, some half-mile distant. 
All spooks and spookery had vanished. Slowly progress
ing, it now became quite dark ere we arrived at the farm. 
My wife was now seized with a great dread lest some
thing evil should befall me at the farmer’s, and urged me 
to pass by and on. But what could I do? It was im
practical to lead the horses home, a mile or more, and I 
rapped at the fear door of the farm-house, several times 
without recognition. About to try once more, the door 
suddenly flew open, revealing the farmer, Mr. F., with 
gun pointed at me and evidently about to fire! My wife’s 
shriek and the fortunate intervention of Mrs. F., re
called the fellow to his senses, and, as if combatting with 
some unseen influence, he threw the gun far from him, 
evidently relieved, sinking exhausted io the floor, his 
blanched checks evidencing the turmoil that shook his 
powerful frame. When we had sufficiently recovered 
from our surprise, Mr. F., related how an hour or so be
fore, he had strangely been forced to take down that old 
gun from a hook where it had been forgotten for many 
years, to clean and load it, and, finally to point it at me, 
with every intent to kill. Ue had not recognized me at 
first, though we were old. acquaintances, until my wife’s 
shriek saved him from murder. And, thus, the “witch’s” 
threat, that 1 would be in greater danger that very night, 
became verified.

Strange to say, the farmer and his wife ridiculed us 
for our “superstitious fears,” when informed of our expe
riences, and Mr. F., proposed to drive our team to my 
home that very night. Wisely, I had kept from him the 
more occult aspect of our adventures, merely stating that 
our ponies were balky, due, possibly, to Mrs, J’s. influ
ence. But, whenever this couple was ready to start, 
armed with a large lantern, a sudden whiff of wind, com
ing from nowhere, extinguished the light, and in the en
suing darkness the same manifestations occurred that 
had confronted us! The farmer was tenacious and tried 
again and again, hitching the ponies to a heavy box 
wagon, but such was the deviltry sure to follow, that 
these worthy people now peremptorily refused to harbor 
either of us or our team for the night! “You are both 
possessed of the devil,” was IKtif invariable answer to 
our request to keep our team over night. Finally I pre
vailed on him tircall on a neighbor, who, ignorant of the 
trouble, agreed to take the horses to his farm. Nothing 
further’occurred than that we had to walk home, our 
hearts and heads laboring under conflicting emotions.

THE FINAL END OF THE WITCH.
The above happened years ago and the reader may 

wish to know what has become of the “witch.” It is but 
a few months since that a physician, my successor there, 
wrote me of the sudden demise of Mrs. J. To my knowl
edge, she was an old woman thirty years ago, and I am 
assured that she looked no older when the accident that 
removed her to the place where witches are said to go, 
befell her. It is solemnly stated in that neighborhood 
that she had made a compact with the Evil One, on prom
ise of certain powers, he agreeing to not “claim her soul” 
so long as her feet touched the earth, or remained within 
three feet of the same. This accounted for the one-story, 
rambling house above referred to, the long shed without 
flooring, etc. Mrs. J. might be alive to-day had she not 
forgotten her pactus with the Evil One, and refrained 
from mounting a wagon of manure, thus standing over 
three feet above ground, and, besides, not on soil. The 
Doctor reports that she was suddenly hurled from the 
wagon, and when picked up it was discovered that her 
neck was broken. . '

As to any such compact with an evil spirit I know not; 
BUT I DO KNOW THAT ALL I HAVE RELATED 
ABOVE IS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
TRUTH. Though a number of years have since passed, 
every happening therewith connected is too vivid in my 
memory to be forgotten. I have since delved in things 
occult, for over a quarter of a century, and know more 
than I did then, and, hence, can solve the puzzle some
what more to my satisfaction, but still I ask the kind 
reader’s assistance in unravelling the above experience. 
I REPEAT MY ASSURANCE THAT I HAVE REN
DERED A TRUTHFUL ACCOUNT, ON WHICH I 
STAKE MY HONOR. INDEED, I DARE NOT TELL 
ALL THAT HAPPENED—THEN AND AFTER
WARDS—FOR FEAR OF COMMENT.

NUMA NUMANTIUS.

THANKFUL.

1 have clothes, a well-filled stomach and a pleasant place to 
sleep,

And my thankfulness of spirit runs proportionately deep.
There are people who are freezing, and are hungry to the 

core,
Who for lack of work and shelter are now sleeping out of 

door.
When I see the mansions gaudy, and provided with the best, 
I am thankful that “good fortune" has a brother being 

blessed. *
But I wonder that “good fortune" with so many things 

store,
Gives onq plenty while another starves and freezes out 
, door.

When I see the stately churches where tho wealthy go

in

of

to
pray

That the “meek and lowly Jesus might their sins all wash 
away,” ' ■

When the means might be expended for the good of mortals 
more,

I feel sorry tor the wealthy who must plead at heaven’s door.
I feel thankful there is justice Tn the somewhere and some- 

~ time, ’ ■ ' • .
And the thought uplifts my spirit with a radiance sublijne,
For tho Present seems bo partial, with the good things in its

' store— ' ’': ' . . : •
All to few men, while their brothers freeze in hunger out of

1 door. . . . DR. T. WILKINS.

A Careful and Critical Examination of 
the Subject.

Any mystical, psuedo-religlous sys
tem. or advanced spiritual philosophy 
(whether it be Spiritualism, the New 
Thought, Christian Science, Theosophy 
or Quietism) which purposely Ignores 
a thorough analysis, and Investigation 
into the real psychological causes of 
vice, sin, and crime, will always ba 
treated with moral suspicion.

Tiie first question asked is this, viz., 
is the system morally clean? Not is tha 
philosophy ot the system Infallibly 
true?

If it is not clean the people declare 
that they do not want it in their fam
ilies.

The fact that our special reverence 
for Ute unseen, and our love for tha 
marvelous is so great, that we would 
sooner worship, and become the pupils 
of Uie most foul and ignorant spirit out 
of his skin, than the wisest and clean
est saint In it, does not change the mat
ter In the eyes of the public.

Spiritualism is both objective and 
subjective. In the objective sense, a 
spirit may be a cause of vice, as when 
a person is obsessed.

in the subject sense, some psycholog
ical force of one’s own soul may be a 
vicious cause.

This view Is not flattering. In this 
last sense a standard of moral responsi
bility Is fixed. Let us take our medi
cine bravely. It may do no harm, if it 
does no good, to call attention to the 
psychological fact that the human pas
sions of jealousy, lust, despair and hate 
were, by the Jews, personified as spir
itual entitles, in James 4:5, Numbers 
51:17, and other places.

This view belongs strictly to the 
phase of subjective Spiritualism, i. e., 
as distinct from the objective phase of 
obsession.

In the former case, the person Is sim
ply self-deceived, drawn away from 
common sense, and enticed by the spirit 
entity of their own personal lust, wheth
er it be jealousy, avarice, fear, bate, or 
the desire for power or sexual conquest.

In the objective experience they are 
drawn away, and enticed and over
powered by deceiving spirit entities, 
which besiege them from without, and 
which spirits are animated by one or. 
the other of the above passions. .

Let us continue to bravely take our 
own medicine.

Let us frankly admit, however, that 
all the danger to wrong doing does not 
come from without; that not being In
fallible (ethical beings) that there may 
be such a thing as a capacity for self
deception In every human heart that 
beats.

That human moral evolution implies 
(in the very term itself) the former ex
istence of Immoral psychological states, 
out of which morals and ethics were 
evolved. ' ■ 7■

This question is one which belongs to 
the sphere of subjective Spiritualism. 
It. concerns the moral condition of my 
own spirit—not that of a guide. Sub
jective Spiritualism, therefore, is re
lated to all those moral and ethical con
ditions relating to my own moral re
sponsibility. In this sense my own 
fierce, savage passions I personify as 
the spirits,; which are the natural 
causes of my vices.

My savage ancestors of the zoological 
garden knew nothing of morals. My 
ethics are an evolution. Those who 
have descended from the archangels 
bad a better start. But I was riot per
mitted to come that way. I had come 
the way of the savage races and the 
zoological gardens. 1 had a bad begin
ning; this Is why Darwin took so much 
pains to declare the nature of my an
cestry; for a good man’s pedigree is 
little hunted up. If 1 have the seeds o£ 
savage, cruel and unjust passions lurk
ing within (the elements of my own 
subjective Spiritualism) I know where 
they came from; so does Darwin. This 
is a grim historic fact—not humor or 
romance. Let us be thorough-going 
with our view of evolution, of let it 
alone.

Suppose, then, that I persist in per
sonifying the left-over elements of my 
own savage passions, as the spirits, 
which are the natural evolutionary 
causes of my vices, what then? Well, 
it necessitates a thorough analysis and 
investigation into the real psychological 
causes of the vices, of my savage an
cestors, as well as those of my own.

The lives of my ancestors of the zoo
logical gardens, and my own life, there
fore, began with passions, not with con
ceptions of the intellect, or with the 
perceptions of sensation, viz., the child 
at birth begins with hunger, fear r-vi 
anger, which are passions—not i .h 
conceptions of the Intellect or sensa
tions of the senses.

In this sense vice has five distinct 
stages of psychological growth.

1. The stage of hereditary and self
developed passion, 1. e., as of vices 
which originate in the passions of hun
ger, fear, anger, hate, jealousy, love of 
domination, avarice, sex, the seeds of 
which are in every Spiritualist, living 
and dead.

2. The stage of the sensations of tho 
senses, i. e., of seeing, hearing, touch
ing, smelling, tasting.

3. The stage of the conceptions of 
intellect, 1. e„ of vicious thoughts, men
tal images, ideas, generic images, In
ferior concepts, Superior concepts. A 
continuous line of vice-thought always 
leads to action.

4. The stage of temperament, habit 
or disposition.

5. Tho acquired stage of impulsive, 
self-deceptive secret pleasures; secret
ly enjoyed for years.

Now, my own spirit, and every devel
oped obsessing spirit that has ever 
lived on earth, had their natures devel
oped—whether for lofty virtue or de
grading vice—according to the above 
five psychological laws. Therefore, to 
know anything intelligently of spirits, 
as causes of vices, wo must study and 
teach the elements ot their psychology, 
an a means of moral self-protection. To 
tivade or Ignore these unflattering stud
ies of human nature is as unwise as It 
Ib 'to neglect the careful examination ot 
the sewerage plumbing of a cholera in
vested district. 1 . ■

SALVARONA.



Mar. 19,190«.

in CUBA-1TS WONDERS

Since writing my last letter to The 
Progressive | Thinker I have done con- 
uiderubie wandering, visiting, many 
towns and trying to spread tlie good 

, word as best 1 can. As the towns visit
ed are too numerous to mention in one 
letter, I will coniine myself to the work 
of the last ten days, as to my mind the 
most important features have arisen in 
that time. y

Leaving home in answer to the calls 
received, 1 visited Pepin, Wis., and 
Bpokmto the good people there. I found 
a very desirable refuge jn the home pf 
Bro. and Sister Foster, and learned that 
wherever we go we may find noble 
souls who, are striving to unfold the 
higher elements of character to the best 
advantage. To say I was royally treat
ed In this pleasant home would not ex
press my feelings. Good companion
ship in the form, good companionship 
from the splritBide of life, and then the 
Spiritual papers in abundance—The 
Progressive Thinker Library and a 
number of those Royal Roycroft books 
turned .out by Elbert Hubbard and hip 
co-workers. What more could a man 
Jiungry for the world’s best thought, 
want?
‘ I spoke in the very comfortable hall 
which was placed at my disposal, and 
had a fine audience the first night—then 
tho second evening, what an audience 
greeted me and made me feel that Spir- 
itpalism was not devoid of interest to 
hungry souls yet. The hall was crowd
ed, and nowhere have I received any 
better attention than here. So pleased 
was I with my reception that I imme
diately threatened to visit them again, 
and shall'certainly do so.

The next point was Porcupine, Wis. 
After a merry ride of fourteen miles 
with the representative of "Uncle Sam” 
I arrived at this little village, and in the 
evening held forth in the school house. 
A goodly number of seekers held down 
the Beats, and gave me all tbe attention 
I could desire, on Wednesday evening. 
Thursday it stormed heavily, but in 
spite of the Inclement weather, the 
school was filled with people who came 
from I know not where. There Is not 
much to see in Porcupine, but they do 
have people in goodly numbers. While 
here I was entertained by Bro. and Sis
ter Chas. Myers, who are old-time Spir
Itualists. A feature of the meetings 
there was unusual in my experience. I 
had been talking some time, and look
ing at my watch discovered tliat my 
tongue had been "wagging” for nearly 
an hour and a half. I was surprised, as 
It had not seemed bo long. I remarked 
on the fact and said it was time to stop, 
when a gentleman spoke up quickly, 
saying, “turn your watch back and go 
on.” Well, Bro. Francis, I had known 
of things that pleased me less than that 
did, and I simply mention the occur
rence to show that the people are eager 
for light upon tills most fascinating sub
ject. I wish to add further that it a 
really first-class medium and speaker 
will go there they will give him, or her, 
even better attention than they gave 
“yours truly.”

Friday again found me on the wing. 
Once more a fourteen-mllo drive up ahd 
down tho hills with Uncle Sam’s mall 
carrier; then a swift ride by rail, and I 
found myself in “Odd Fellows' Hall," In 
St. Paul, Minn., stowing away the good 
things prepared by the Ladles' Auxil
iary. Hero was In session the Midwin
ter Mass Meeting of the Minnesota 
State Spiritualist Association.

A conference conducted by that vet- 
er^n worker, Mrs. C, D, Pruden, of St. 
Paul, opened the sessions. A lively dis
cussion ot points relative to the cause 
of 'Spiritualism made the conference /Of 
interest to all. In the afternoon, a fine 
audience greeted the workers, and I be-

Mamle Pease. Then came the ora
tions ot tho oidef children, ranging 
from 10 years of age to 17, which show-
ed to Its fullest 
Lyceum during 
existence.

So important

value the work 
the four years

is this phase

ot the 
ot its

o£ the
work that I hope you will publish this 
part of my report, at least, verbatim: 
The first little speaker was Miss Annie 
Whitwell, aged 10. Very slight and 
childish she looked, with her bright 
golden hair and blue eyes, but strong 
and clear was her voice as she spoke to 
us on "Spirit Return."

"Mr. President aud Friends:—I would 
like to tell you something about “Spir
it Return.” I think everyone ought to 
know about |t. If my papa and mamma 
were to go to the spirit world I would be 
very sorry to lose them, but It would be 
much harder if 1 thought they had gone 
away from me forever, and could never 
come back to me., But you seo I know 
they could come to me, and if I were to 
go to the spirit world 1 could still be ■ 
home with papa and mamma. YOU 
SEE WE DO NOT DIB, BECAUSE 
THERE IS NO DEATH; and we ao not 
go away; we just stay at home, where 
we love to be.

"It is called ‘Spirit Return’ because 
people used to think tlie spirits went 
a long way off to heaven, but they don’t 
have to do that; they just stay at home 
and love their papa and mamma like 
they used to do in the body, and they 
enjoy God, too, because you know God 
Is everywhere. So I think you all 
should know of ‘spirit return.'

“It exists whether we know it or 
not, and it gives so much comfort und 
happiness when we do know of it. 
Then it will help little folks to lend a 
good life. Perhaps mamma or papa is 
watching them from the spirit world. 
I know I would not like my pa or ma to 
see me do anything very naughty, and I 
think if all you papas and mammas who 
have little folks in the spirit world 
knew that they could be in your home 
with you, you would not feel quite so 
sad, and when you go out In the world 
to work you would try to be good, be
cause your little girl Is near; and when 
you go to your home in the spirit world 
you will meet and talk to your own lit
tle child again; and 1 know I would not 
like my pa to be naughty or unkind. So 
spirit return helps us to be happy and 
good, and teaches us that we shall 
some day return to help and comfort 
those who are left behind after we pass 
to spirit life.” * ♦ •

The next oration was that given by 
Master George Whitwell, aged 17. The 
subject upon which he spoke is the all
Important one of the Lyceum. How well 
lie presented the question can be appre
ciated by the following:

The Lyceum.
"Mr. President and Friends:—It Is 

my privilege to speak to you this after
noon on tho benefits of the Lyceum. 
The Lyceum was founded many years 
ago by Andrew Jackson Davis, after 
having seen a vision of one, shown to 
him from the spirit world. In this vis
ion he saw a lyceum composed of chil
dren and grown people, who had passed 
from our sphere of life to the spirit 
world. They were formed into groups 
according to their age and knowledge, 
and each of these groups was taught by 
a leader.

Our lyceum in St. Paul is arranged 
on this same plan; we have four groups 
—the first for little girls, the second is 
for boys, the third group is for young 
ladles and the fourth group is for adblts. 
I belong to the second group,;pnd have 
been a member of tho lyceum ever

"practice makes perfect,” so experience 
has the same effect upon tlie guides., 
This also refers to the medium. The 
more a medium is controlled, the easier 
it is for their guiles to handle them to 
a bettor advantage, and to give a fuller 
understanding of Spiritualism.

“Now to get closer to my subject I 
think it would take something more 
than words to express the value of the 
circle. After attending some half dozen 
services you will see that you will de
sire to come in closer touch with your 
spirit friends. So my, friends, by at
tending circles you can acquire all this, 
and can come in closer contact with 
your loved ones on the other side of life 
than you can by attending public even
ing services. You can also develop me
diumship, If you have medlumistic 
powers within you; furthermore you 
can discuss more Lilly the many-sub
jects pertaining to Spiritualism than 
you can otherwise.

"It forms a firm and unshaken foun
dation for young manhood and woman
hood—yonr hungry, souls will be fed 
by the wonderful words which come 
from tlie unseen world, and you will 
feel thankful for the couple of hours in 
the week you may chance to spend in 
a circle. It is a place of consolation, 
happiness and good thoughts. -

"Harmony should reign in the heart 
of every person Bitting in a circle, for 
with harmony the best results only can 
be obtained. I myself have at the pres
ent time the great pleasure to attend a 
circle; it lias given me a truer and no
bler view of this grand religion called 
Spiritualism and has made me an en
tirely afferent young man than I was 
two years ago when I first took to In
vestigating this religion.

“The power of understanding was 
slow at first, but during the last year 
1 have learned and made more progress 
than ever before, it has given me a 
broqder thought, of understanding what 
Spiritualism really is, and I more than 
comprehend what it is to lead the lite 
ot a true Spirtuallst. It is the same 
with many other Spiritualists of to-day 
as it is in my case. ■

"As the time is short, I must come to 
a close, but 1 w.ljh to state that I sin
cerely wish that many In this hall, In 
the days to come, will spend a couple 
of hours a week in attending a circle. 
Do so when you have the chance, be
cause it will benefit you, and you will 
never regret having done so. I Bay 
this with earnestness, because I know it 
of my own experience.” • * *

Those who listened to the sincere 
tone of tlie above mentioned young man 
could not doubt but that he spoke as lie 
felt. After him came another boy of 
16, whose effort made many of us open 
our eyes in astonishment. This was 
Master Joseph Whitwell, Jr., who enter
tained us by telling us, in simple, well 
chosen language of the profit to be 
gained by an understanding of -“The 
Power of Thought.” -

“Mr. President and Friends:—I have 
often heard it said that “thoughts are 
things," and 1 believe it to be true, be
cause every day I see the effects of 
thoughts written in the lines of peo
ple’s faces. To me “Thought” Is the 
great principle or foundation on which 
we build our success in life. Every act 
of our lives is preceded by a thought, 
and if we allow a bad or wrong thought

selves, and to say that they show what 
han been accomplished fey faithful train
ing in that Jyceufc shoal'd bring a blush 
of shame to all who have failed to see 
the need of lyceum work. But to pro
ceed. “Spiritualism,"-, fey. Miss Carrie 
Jordan. '

“When Christ |camq ,upou this earth 
and began his teachings he was under
stood by few, and many religions have 
drifted from fils teachings. He laid the
foundation for St|riti 
good seed—and" 10-dt

Jam—sowed the 
we are reaping

the good thoughts, from h|s actions and 
good deeds.

"We may gay feat tbe Fox Sisters^ 
had tlie first rappings; they may be the 
first to make their gift of Spiritualism 
known to the people.r. Spiritualism ex
isted long before Christ was born, but 
tbe people who were gifted with spirit 
return, or who wbre possessed by 
Satan, os the ignorant people called it, 
who could talk, with their departed 
dead, kept their belief a secret for fear 
tliat the ruler of .their country or some 
other religion would put them out of 
existence.. < ■ ‘

“Spiritualism tells us to live in har
mony with one another—to 'do unto 
others as we would that they Should do 
unto , us.’ Spiritualism says you can 
talk with your loved ones in the Spirit 
World. We know what we are living 
for—we know our mission on this earth. 
We know that these great mechanical 
inventions were.made on the other side 
of life, and then were brought to this 
world, made by some one, who possibly 
did not know.what Spiritualism is, or 
what it was, only that his body was the 
Instrument that the spirits could han
dle to bring out their work, which would 
uplift humanity. We, cannot become a 
Spiritualist simply, because we attend 
Spiritualist meetings, and not under
stand, or take some interest in the ser
vice, nor if we do not live tlie life of 
ah honest man or woman.

"Friend, to prepare for ourselves a 
beautiful home on the other side of life 
we should throw a ray of sunshine into 
a gloomy wanderer^ path, whose road 
to the dark and silent river is e'er 
shrouded with trouble and misery. He 
who cannot help himself because he 
was left by tlie roadside under some 
influence. ,■

“The road of Spiritualism is long and 
narrow; we can bo easily led astray 
from the beautiful path on which we 
have endeavored to remain, and to stick 
to os long as we could. Oli, the road is 
long for the weary wanderer, and many 
a steep he has to. climb to reach his 
long hoped-for destiny. Their paths, as 
they journey on through life, may be 
full of misfortunes, but friends on the 
unseen side of life are ever near them, 
waiting to give them a hand, to help 
them overcome the obstacles, but aro 
shut out by oth'eij forces, Part of their 
lives may be shaded' with trees and

SPIRITUALISTS taking posses. 
SION OF THE ISLAND.

Mrs. Marian Carpenter Holds the First 
Spiritualist Meeting There.

lieve felt well repaid 
ance.

Those taking part 
.Whitwell, Mrs. S. M. 
correspondent. Mrs.

for their attend-

were Mrs. J. P. 
Lowell, and your 
Lowell gave the

address, and was cordially greeted by 
her old friends and admirers. Mrs. 
Whitwell gave the Invocation and I 
gave a few messages from the friends 
beyond the border. The whole pro
gram was interspersed with music and 
song, and presided over by Mr. J. 8. 
Maxwell.

The evening session was well attend
ed. The workers were tlie Zumbachs, 
in music and song; Mrs. Asa Talcott in 
an invocation, Mrs. Eva McCoy of Mar
shalltown, la., and someone else, I be
lieve, whose name has slipped my mind, 
as message bearers, and myself as dis
turber of those who wished to spend a 
portion of their time wrapped in the 
snares of the Siren "Morpheus.’’

Saturday, Feb. 27.—By this morning’s 
conference, which was presided over by 
Mrs. J. P. Whitwell, the friends who 
began to flock into the hall, were thor
oughly awakened, and began to take 
hold of the work in real earnest The 
subject, "What can we do to promote 
our beloved cause of Spiritualism," pro
posed by Sanford Niles, of Minneapolis, 
was the "open sesame” to the realm of 
thought, and like scintillating rays of 
light came tho mental gems, hot from 
the forge of thought. Those who spoke 
were Sanford Niles, J. P. Whitwell, Mrs. 
Try.on, Mrs. Pruden, Mrs. Lowell, Mrs. 
Shaft and many others, including the 
“boy from Wisconsin.”

At 2:30 a still larger audience brought 
inspiration to tbe workers, who were 
Mrs. C. D. Pruden, who gave the in
vocation; Mrs. Carrie Tryon of Minne
apolis, who, in spite of physical difficul
ties, gave a very excellent address; and 
Mrs. Sauer of St Paul and Will J. Er- 
wood of La Crosse, as message bearers.

In the evening another royal audi
ence, and the work went merrily on
ward. Force had accumulated until the 
very halls vibrated with power. Once 
more the Zumbachs gave voice to their 
beautiful songs. Mrs. Lowell opened 
the service with an Invocation. Re
marks, trite and to the point were made 
by tbe vice-president of the association-, 
Mr. J. P. Whitwell of St. Paul, Minn. 
Mr. Whitwell has the happy faculty of 
always having something to say .and of 
saying it well. After Bro. Whitwell the 
address of the evening was given by 
your correspondent, and then came more 
messages by Prof. Zeno, of Minneapolis, 
and Mrs. Eva McCoy.

Sunday, Feb. 28 will be a red letter 
day In the history of Spiritualism In 
and around St. Paul. Certainly it was 
one of the most successful days I have 
ever seen anywhere, and contains a les
son that every Spiritualist in the 
country should seek to learn, and an 
example that all societies should seek 
to follow. An excellent address was 
given by Mrs. J. P. Whitwell at tha 
morning session, and messages were 
given by Mrs. Sauer and the writer. 
Dinner over, an immense audience 
gathered In the large hall, and tho 
feature par excellence was presented.

The children of tho St. Paul Lyceum,
flfty strong, marched into.tho hall aud 
upon the stage. 'Carrying flogs and 
graded from tlie tiny tots of-four up to 
the boys and girls bf sixteen and sovon- 
teon they made a beautiful eight. After

Since it was formed by Mr. and Mrs. , 
Kates, four years ago, and I believe it , 
would be a good thing If all Spiritual- , 
ists would send their children to the 
lyceum. Parents should remember that 
they cannot always control their chll- ■ 
dren, and if they wish to learn the 
beautiful truths and religion of Spirit
ualism, they should bring them or send 
them to the lyceum while they are still 
young, and, It Is equally important that 
the young folks should be prepared 
and Instructed to carry on the work of 
Spiritualism when the parents have 
passed on to the spirit world.

"So I extend to you all, in behalf of 
our own members, a hearty welcome 
and invitation to attend our lyceum on 
Sunday afternoons.

“Our lyceum, as I have said, has been 
formed for four years, and while we 
have not grown very fast in numbers, 
I feel that each of us who have attend
ed has gained much in knowledge of 
the laws of life, both here and here
after. I understand that it is better 
that we should reason out for ourselves 
some of the problems of life relating to 
our spiritual unfoldment, rather than 
to depend entirely upon our parents and 
teachers for a knowledge of these 
things, because each one of us has his 
own life to live, and his own experi
ences to pass through, in order to gain 
perfect development, mentally and spir
itually.

‘Tn our lyceum we are taught to 
bring and express our own thoughts on 
questions pertaining to Spiritualism, 
and in this way we hope to attain a still 
higher knowledge of truth, and get out 
of some of the old ruts which people 
have followed in for many years, just 
because their parents walked in these 
ruts before them. This gives us con
fidence in ourselves and also teaches us 
to express our own thoughts in a proper 
manner. ■

“I know a great many people make 
a great mistake, in thinking the lyceum 
is only for children. This should not be 
so; for if the older people and leaders 
of the classes do not come out, the chil
dren will soon become discouraged, and 
stay away also, for children generally 
like to do what they see older people
doing. And there Is as much for the 
older people to learn of Spiritualism 
and of the spirit life as there is for chil
dren to learn. - If you know all about 
leading a good life here, and of the spirit 
life hereafter, come and help to teach us 
of it Your knowledge is not given to 
you for yourself alone, but for the bene
fit of humanity, and you do wrong to 
hide it. If you do not know of these 
things, come with ub to our lyceum and 
grow with us in a knowledge of Spir
itual truths, and give us the strength 
and encouragement of your presence 
with us. •

. “It is much better for children to be 
present at the lyceum on Sunday after- 
'noon, learning how to,purify the body, 
mind and soul, than to spend the whole 
day in aimless amusement, and it cer
tainly is an advantage and a great help 
to grown people to lay aside material 
and worldly affairs, once ‘a week, and 
seek earnestly for a knowledge of their 
own spiritual nature, and also of the 
spirit land toward which we are all 
traveling.” * * * .

Next In -order came Master Eddie 
Hottingen, ago 16, who voiced the fol
lowing suggestive sentiments on "The

singing "America,’ tho children took 
the scats reserved for them, and tlieji 
came tho-real surprise.- .. ' '

yalub of the.Circle:”. .„■ • -■
"Mr. President, Co-workers and 

Friends:—As has just been announced 
by Mr. Whitwell,- the . subject Upon 
whichr-I am to give a short talk ls ‘The 
Value of tho Circle.!. To 'derive a behe-

Recitatiobs and songs wore given by -fit' from a circle, a groat deal depends 
• - - • • • • - , upon tho Spirit Guides who use tho mo-mnuytef tho members, including. Elsie 

Johnson; Llly’.Cedarleaf, Ethel McKay, 
Iver Johnson, Leroy Traoger, Jennie 
iWalleuberger, Edith Wallenbergcr; Ab 
£lra ffallenberger, ‘Marjory Smith and

dliitns as their instruments.' 'Some'

in our minds and do not try to put it out 
it will certalntly lead to a wring act. 
If, on the other hand, we do put the 
wrong thought out of our minds by turn
ing our thoughts to some other object, 
we become much stronger ourselves 
and the wrong thought will not> be so 
apt to return again, and if it does, we 
shall find it much easier to get rid of 
tban’hve did the first time; and this is 
the way that habits are formed which 
will build forms a beautiful character.

“The old commandments have said, 
"Thous shalt not do wrong." I think If 
they were written again to-day they 
would read, “Thou shalt not think 
wrong;’’ for if a man does not think 
wrong, then he is clean of heart and 
he never will do wrong. And from 
this I should say our “thoughts are 
things" which can be controlled and 
guided and cultivated by the use of our 
will power, and by getting them Into 
proper channels of usefulness. The 
mind is, or should be, at all times active, 
and when a wrong thought comes to the 
mind, the right thipg to do would be to 
take up some thought or work of use
fulness, with energy and so learn to 
control the action of the, mind.

“It is just as practical to change a 
current of thought from one channel to 
another as it is to change the current 
of water, taking It from a course of 
waste and destruction, to one of con
struction and usefulness. No man Is a 
strong man until he has learned how 
to control and to change the current of 
his thoughts at will.

“Reading good books has a good 
effect on the reader, because It opens 
new channels in the mind through 
which the powerful currents of thought 
may be turned at any time, adding char
acter and grace to manhood, and the 
more channels for good thoughts that 
are opened up the less opportunity or 
danger will there be of the disastrous 
floods of evil thoughts overwhelming 
the mind, as these channels will be 
closed from the fact that they have not 
been used. Then also we must remem
ber that there are books that we should 
not read at- all, as they but serve to 
open up channels through which the 
currents of thoughts may flow without 
benefit to ourselves or humanity.

“Realizing the power of thought, we 
should try at all times to know what 
is right; then we can think right and 
teach what is right. I do not think it 
is right for people to ask one another to 
take a drink, for while some people can 
and do drink moderately, the very per
son whom you ask to drink might be
come a drunkard, making to himself the 
excuse, “Oh, Mr. So-and-so is a fine fel
low, and bu drinks; so why shouldn’t 
I?” and In a short time the habit has 
such a strong hold on him that Ue can
not overcome it . -

"Then through the power of thought 
we can form a good, happy disposition, 
or we can form one just the opposite. 
By keeping cool and not allowing every 
little thing of this life to aggravate us 
and make us angry, we become strong
er. If we get angry we become weaker, 
and soon it becomes a habit to grumble 
at every little duty in life.- If we ex
pect to be happy we should try to be 
pleased with things as they come to us, 
and remember that no one else can 
make us happy if we will , not try to 
make ourselves and others happy. So I 
say we should always keep and culti
vate tbe best and highest thoughts, and 

' we shall surely do the best and noblest 
■ actions, and wo shall be doing our share 

towards bringing heaven and happiness 
on earth.” * * • . ...... '

' Two very fine efforts were those of 
■ Miss Mamie Pease, age 15, and Miss 
' Olive Crooks, aged 13,/the former deal

ing with music in the Spiritual way, and 
. the latter with the benefits oLm'edlum- 
. ship. Unfortunately 'I was. unable to 
. secure their manuscript, so am.unable 
’ To do more than mention them.-. Some 
• beautiful thoughts will bo.-found In tho 
i following address on-1‘Splrltualism," 
■ which Is the last I have to: report, and 
i which was rendered by Miss Carrie Jor-

flowers, wh|le Other parts may be bar
ren and hilly. They yho are struggling 
to reach tho goal'or tlie silent River of 
Death, and be ferried across by their 
spirit friends into the land of eternity; 
oh, let us give” a helping hand and a 
kind word to help them on life's way, 
for such is the work of Spiritualism.”

This closed thb lyceim exercises, and 
the program was augmented by a thirty
minute lecture each by Mrs. Pruden 
and Mrs. Talcott, and messages by Mrs. 
Eva McCoy and1 the welter. "Also music 
by the Zumbachs. 1 "

In the evening an immense audience 
taxed the seating'capacity ot the hall, 
necessitating the dpdmng of an adjoin
ing dining haU.fe'dccommoJate fhe peo- 
pie. After' the usual, invocation,, and a 
few remarks by J. S; ’ Maxwell, the 
writer gave jhe address of tha even
ing, ahd was followed by Mrs. Mary 
Jacobs and’Mrs. Eva McCoy with mes
sages from arisen friends. Altogether 
this was one of the most successful and 
harmonious meetings I have ever at
tended. The music pas fine. All the 
workers were in fine.,fettle and the au
diences large and appreciative. Presi
dent Maxwbll was much in evidence and 
aided largely In making the meetings a 
success, speaking a good word when 
needed and losing hip voice entirely, 
when wishing the "man from LaCrosse” 
to do his begging for him—then mys
teriously finding It when he learned 
that the friends responded quite liberal
ly. Fraternally, WILL J. BRWOOD.

ALWAYS SOME. ONE BELOW.

On the lowest round of the ladder 
I firmly planted my feet,

And looked up at the,Aim vast distance 
That made my future so sweet.

I climbed till my'vision grew weary, 
I‘climbed till my brain was on fire, '

I planted each footstep with wisdom, 
Yet I never seemed to get higher.

For this round was glazed with indiffer
ence,

And that one was glazed with scorn, 
And when I grasped firmly anotner

I found under velvet a thorn.
Till my brain grew weary of planning, 

And my heart strength began to fail, 
And the flesh of the morning’s excite

ment
Ere evening commenced to pale.

But just as my hands were unclasping 
Their hold on the last gained round, 

When my hopes, coming back from the 
future, - ■

Were sinking again to the ground.
One who had reacted near the summit 

Reached backward,a helping hand, 
And refreshed, encouraged and strength

ened . ’ " (
I took once again my stand.

dan, another of tho ■ IHekieold ora
tors." These leeturbttes I am giving ver-

•guides have In the past- had mono tex, 
poriencc in controlling mediums-than ___ ____________„___ w
have others, and, as the old saving # batim, as written, by the pupils them-

To the Editor:—In the sunny and far
away land of Cuba. “The Pearl of the 
Antilles," many readers of The Pro 
gressive Thinker are spending the win
ter.

Tlie Detroit parly consists of E. E. 
Carpenter and wife, Mrs. Marian Car
penter; W. E. Cole and wife. Dr. C. E. 
Ford, and wife, and F. M. Gates and 
wife, also Mr. and Mrs. O. H. Carpen
ter and E. U. Carpenter of Gaylord, 
Mich., Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Baldwin, of 
Grand Rapids, and Mrs. Ellen Randolph, 
of Delaware. O. ,

The trip through the south and across 
the Gulf was uneventful and uninterest
ing. But when our little ship sailed 
through the narrow neck of the harbor, 
under the shadow of the uncompromis
ing and stately. Morro Castle, past the 
ancient and frowning Fort Cabanas, 
and neared the ill-fated Maine, whose 
sinokestask and watchtower pise many 
feet above the water, all passengers 
were on deck, breathlessly watching, as . 
they realized that the distance between 
them and the historic city of Havana, 
was rapidly lessening. We soon 
came to anchor in the midst of busy 
local craft, sloops unloading their 
tropical wares from South America and 
the adjacent islands, steamers from 
Europe, and three dignified German 
battle ships. An important little tug 
comes sputtering to our ship’s side, 
bearing the health officer, who, upon 
being assured that there was no Illness 
on board, other than that usually at
tending ocean voyages, allowed us to 
board the lighter, and we were soon at 
dock. At dock did I say? I meant 
fairyland for “behold old things have 
passed away and all things have become 
new.” This is the realization of the 
pictures of the prophets in our old ge
ographies.

The city boasts of 280,000 Inhabitants, 
of all colors and typos, from the full- 
blooded negro, up through all the In
termediate stages of color, which would 
puzzle the ethnologist to classify, to 
purest white. It is hard to tell where 
tho black man ends and the white man 
begins In this country. We are some
what handicapped by not being able to 
speak Spanish, but there are many 
Americans on tlie Island, and all of the 
hotels employ Interpreters who. It we 
are sufficiently watchful, will not bleed 
us more than is consistent witli their 
firm conviction that every American is 
rich. .,

Not the least of our pleasure Is to go 
shopping. The principal business 

'thoroughfares are so narrow that can
vas Is spread across the streets, from 
roof to roof, as a protection from the 
merciless tropical sun. Every Induce
ment is offered to tempt the traveler’s 
pocket-book, and rarely does an Amer
ican come away without a souvenir, in 
the shape of the beautiful feather work 
or silver filigree, both Indicative of this 
most'Interesting country.

Uncle Sam’s money is good every
where. In Santiago none but United 
States money will be accepted, but in 
all other places the ratio is $1 Ameri
can to $1.36 Spanish; tor Instance if we 
buy an article worth $1.25 Spanish 
money and hand the dealer $1 American 
we receive 11 cents change.

The Cubans are much dissatisfied 
with the depreciated coin left by Spain, 
and an effort is being made to adopt 
United states currency as the standard 
of value, and will probably be consum
mated in the near future.

The street cars of Havana, a modern 
system of belt Unes, charge 5 cents 
American money or 7 cents Spanish.

The city is very clean, General Wood 
had it thoroughly renovated, and the 
Cuban government Is under treaty ob
ligation to keep it so. In case of fail
ure, the United States is privileged to 
step in at any time and clean it. Not 
only did the Americans clean the city, 
but they paved it, put in sewers and 
electric lights, also,the street car sys
tem, and the Cubans’ pride, the break
water, which is a stone wall running 
for miles along thb’blue waters of the 
Gulf. The Island has not yet recovered 
from the Impoverishing effects of 
thirty years of war, and the Cubans re
alize how much enterprise and Ameri
can capital have done for them, yet only 
the rich and the property owners are in 
favor of annexation.

While you are shoveling snow off 
your walks and coal In your furnaces, 
we are sitting In the park studying the 
flora, which to the northerner is a never 
failing source of wonder. We have 

’ taken automobile rides 20 miles out of 
Havana, and our eyes have not rested 
upon a single tree that we had ever 
seen its like before. These roads, hun
dreds of years old, are smooth as a 
floor, and on either side are tropical 
trees whose branches Interlace, thus 
forming a canopy over our heads. For 
picturesque beauty, first place must be 
given to the Royal Palm, whose smooth 
trunk towering without branches 75 or 
100 feet in tlie air, is crowned with a 
mass of waving leaves sensitive to ev
ery southern breeze. The heaviest 
shade trees on the Island are the 
mango, which also furnishes a favorite 
fruit? and the Indian laurel. Cedar

And I wish—oh, I wish—that the 
' climbers ' '”'-
Would never YorbOt as they go, 

That though ■ weary'7 may seem their 
cHmbifi^H “ 1 ;

Thereris al WAVs soHe one below.
. - -ni -i-0ua Higginson.

. „ ;vs' , -
Im^drtdntWork? ~ 

Under the ajmplc^of the interna- 
tlonal Physlo-^jycuiCnSoclety of 1204 
Broadway, NewQYorfc and at Berlin, 
there will shortly'be, issued a most in
teresting and Important work by Mr. 
Emil Sutro, author “Basic Law of 
Vocal Utterance”..jond “Duality of 
Voice,” entitled, “Duality of Thought 
and Language^. ■

■ In this book, thft author, having 
again, for five’years, given his entire, 
time and atte^lon,to,further research 
repudiates the jnaterlalistic tendency o’ 
the ago, and Apow^' by -.undeniable 
proof, derlvedjpom, p study of the es
sence of language, that man is of dual 
nature, from his ilist incipience in the 
cell, and that the spiritual in this dual
ity prevails over thejnaterlal. .

It will further say apt divinity, as.we. 
endeavor to view it, and aa man has 
ever endeavored .to view it, IS a concep
tion emanating fropi ourselves; that tlie 
God, of any period or natlqn, is the out
come of the mbroror Jess advanced civ
ilization of IhdfperM'and nation;' tliat 
man is subject to'Immutable laws of 
whoso origin It is Impossible for him to 
form any true conception..'■ • .

For tho first th® in the world’s his- 
lory, metaphysics XJavfr been practically 
Wpllpd. True' uuderlylng principles.
have come to ! 
safe giiltles to

fi^ are furnishing 
dedge. 1 nus the

road to rational teaching lias been 
opened.

and mahogony are now being lumbered, 
the former being used on the island for 
cigar boxes; the latter, squared and ex
ported to the United States, to be made 
into our finest furniture. Many of the 
people are not aware of the commercial 
value of mahogany, and how it shocks 
our ideas of the eternal fitness of things 
to see fence posts, foundations and fuel 
made of that choice wood. The ceiba 
tree is also in evidence. This un
canny tree whose trunk is almost burst
ing with its own immensity, Is regarded 
as sacred by the natives, who say, “If 
you cut It down you will die within the 
year.” At Santiago we stood under the 
great ceiba, ten feet through at the 
base, known as the Peace Tree, for it 
was here that the Spaniards surren
dered to General Shafter.

Smoking is a universal custom 
among the men, and common among the 
women of the lower classes. Go where 
you will the men smoke. So far as I 
can learn, there are no restrictions rel
ative to the use of this obnoxious weed. 
Between courses' at dinner, tha men 
light a cigarette; conductors of rail
road trains collect your fare wile puff
ing a cigar, and clerks behind the coun
ter do the same. Even the porter who 
made up our berth in a Pullman 
sleeper, was smoking.

There is a rumor afloat that when-a 
Cuban baby Is born, they grease it all 
over, put a cigarette in Its .mouth and 
let It shift, for itself. After much In
quiry, we were unable to.verify this ru
mor or trace It to a reliable source, but 
certain it is, tliat outside of tlie cities, 
where the. Americans Interfered, /the 
children wear no clothing until six or- 
eight years of ago. We have seen hun
dreds of these little Nack babies wear- 
ing'nething.but a pair of ear-rings or a. 
smile. Every palm-thatched shack 
boasts of frbm' flve to nine children,-and 
ot tUObo at least three ore too young 
to bo dressed; . . .There Is no race suicide 
troubling Cuba. - Thio strange- custom 
grew out "of . necessity, During-Span
ish occupancy, these poor Cubans wore 
taxed for nearly everything they pos- 
s^edl, including towhcJd articles,

such as knives and forks, aud all cloth
ing. The climate being mild the op
pressed people allowed their children to 
go without clothing until it became a 
custom of the country. • '

There is so much to see and describe 
that we must turn regretfully away 
from the fascinating city of Havana, 
and go 350 miles Eastward. We take 
the Cuban Central railroad, passing 
through the provinces of Havana, Ma- 
tanzas and Santa Clara into Camaguey. 
Here we leave the main line of railroad 
and take the Puerto Principe and Nue- ' 
vitas railroad, whose terminus has a 
line of New York steamers. We get 
off at Canet, a most flourishing Amer- i 
icon colony with a genuine American , 
hotel kept by F. M. Gates and wife, as- , 
slated by Mrs> L. A. Henderson, all of ' 
Detroit. The colonists are rapidly 
building homes and in a lend where or- ' 
anges, bananas, pineapples and vege
tables grow spontaneously, aud cattle 
graze all the year round, success is as- . 
sured. The company has been organ- ' 
ized one year, controls 1,800 acres of 1 
land and owns its horses, mules and 1 
agricultural implements. E. E. Car- I 
penter’s Southern home is in process of 
construction, and Mr. Cole and Dr. 
■Ford are drawing plans, and will build 
soon. Mr. Carpenter and Mr. Cole 
have two .awes set to oranges, which 
In tills climate will produce from tho 
budded stock In about two years. Tbe 
company contemplate setting out 100 
acres or more this season to oranges 
and grape fruit, which Is becoming 
more popular each year in the States, 
A capable school teacher from Detroit 
is expected on the next ship. ' ■

It is well known tliat the Cuban la
dles read but little, and are not inter
ested in the topics of tlie day, but the 
first thing these American women did 
at Canet, was to organize a literary 
club. Is it not true that wherever the 
American goes there follows schools, 
books and everything that makes a bet
ter citizen? We ought, however, to 
check this feeling ot superiority over 
our Cuban sisters, and remember that 
public schools are an innovation insti
gated by the Americans. Under Span
ish dominion there were only private 
teachers, and none but Uie rich might 
learn to read. Now tnere are compul
sory school laws in all of Uie cities, and 
the study of English obligatory. 1 am 
uninformed as to the rural districts, but 
believe the opportunity for education 
are limited.

Last Sunday was the banner day at 
Canet, for Mrs. Marian Carpenter held 
the first Spiritualist meeting ever held 
on the Island of Cuba. The dining
room of the Gates Hotel was cleared, 
and every available chair placed for the 
expected audience.

Tbe residents are not Spiritualists, 
but they came en masse. Mrs. Carpen
ter delivered a lecture In her own inim
itable style. Her subject, "Spiritualism 
as. taught in the Bible,” was chosen, for 
her hearers were those unacquainted 
with tlie philosophy of Spiritualism. 
Tbo lecture was well received by the 
people who expressed surprise that 
nothing objectionable happened. Ono 
skeptic remarked that it was what he 
had always believed. Even the Baptist 
missionary’s wife attended and was fa
vorably impressed. There was a unan
imous request for a meeting every Sun
day evening. The heart of every audi
tor was won. There is only one Marian 
Carpenter!

There seems to be a widespread no
tion among Americans that tobacco Is 
the staple product of tills island. Noth
ing can be farther from tbe trutli. It Ib 
true that the best tobacco is grown in 
Cuba, but it requires a certain soil and 
certain conditions not obtainable on all 
parts of the island. A tobacco i>lanta- 
tlon-Buqjt,as owned by Mr. Gray, ot 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 12 miles out of Ha
vana, is a rare investment. The plant 
grown has a small leaf and is used ex
clusively for fillers. The tobacco is Ir
rigated and grown under cheese cloth 
covers when necessary. This care, 
coupled with the natural properties ot 
the soil adapted to tobacco, produces 
not only an abundant crop, but the 
choicest variety, and brings the highest 
price in the market.

But not all land is suitable for to
bacco. The wealth of this island Iles in 
sugar. Eighty-five per cent of all ex
ports is sugar. We visited a sugar 
plantation and mill, said to be the next 
largest in the world. It is situated 6 
miles from Canet, and 20 miles from 
Nuevitas, its nearest shipping point. 
Mr. Sanchez, the owner of the planta
tion, made us very welcome, and took 
great pride in showing us his home, his 
garden, his mill and his 12 children. 
His home is built in the beautiful Span
ish style, open courts with marble floors 
and a patio, filled with flowers and other 
tropical plants. In the garden were 
growing coffee, which we picked; cocoa
nuts, which were beyond our reach; 
almonds, bananas, oranges, grape fruit, 
cocoa, guavas, mammees and strawber
ries. We saw no grapes, and were in
formed that under the. Spanish regime, 
grape culture was prohibited. A fam
ily, however, was allowed two grape 
vines, but had to pay a tax of $2.50 each 
to the crown. The mother country pur
posed to furnish Cuba with her wine.

Mr. Sanchez owns 42,000 acres of 
land, 10,000 of which are planted to 
sugar cane. There are 4,000 men in his 
employ, and 500 yoke of cattle. Nar
row gauge railroads radiate from his 
mill to the cane field. The plantation 
is dotted over with stations which are 
connected with the office by telephone. 
Unlike products with which we are fa
miliar, cane is planted only once in 10, 
15 or 20 years, according to the quality 
of the soil. We watched the trains 
bring loads of juicy cane to the mill, 
where a traveling crane picked it up 
and placed It in the crusher. Verily 
the machine seemed to possess human 
intelligence, so deftly and accurately 
did it work, The cane passes through 
two crushers of many tons pressure 
and the refuse is sufficiently dry to run 
the immense engine. No other fuel is 
required. We shall bring home samples 
of sugar in its various stages of manu
facture. The season of a sugar mill 
varies from three to six months of each 
year. The capacity of this ono is 
325,000 pounds of sugar per day or 
about 32,000 pounds each season, all of 
which is shipped to New York City to 
be refined. It goes without saying tliat 
Mr. Sanchez is in favor of annexation.
’ If Cuba would cast in her lot with the 
United States, her progress would un
doubtedly be much more rapid, but no 
one hurries in Cuba.

If American schools, capital and. en
ergy would control, I suppose the mu
sical "beunos dlos, senora," with which 
the natives now greet us would be 
changed to the plain, every-day “good 
morning" of the Americans.

MRS. F. A. BALDWIN.
Canet, Cuba.
“Social'Upbuilding, including Co-op

erative Systems and the Happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humhnlty.” By E. D, 
Babbitt, LL. D.', M: D. This comprises 
the last part of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15 'cents. For Balo 

• at this office, ' ': ’
. “The Molecular Hypothesis of Na
ture.” By Prof. Wm., M. Lockwood.' 

■ Prof. Lockwood Is recognized ail one of 
the ablest lecturers on the spiritual ros
trum. In this little volume ho presents 
in succinct form the bubstatfeo of his 
lectures on the Molecular Hypothesis 
of Nature; Bind‘presents his views tie 
demonstrating a scientific basis of Splb 

I.. I Itualism. Tho book Is commended to
all who love to study and think. For 
gah at this offleo, price, 25 cents.

NEW BOOK.

Psychic Light
BY MBS. DRAKE.

Important Addition to Our Literature. '
Mrs. Maud Lord Drake has a national > 

reputation as a medium. Tbe manifes- 
taUons given through her mediumship 
have been most marvelous. She has 
written a book with this title: “PSY
CHIC LIGHT—THE CONTINUITY OF 
LAW AND LIFE.” It Is a ponderous 
volume of 600 pages. It will hold your 
attention from the beginning to tbe
end. it is chockful of stirring Inci
dents. Price of this large volume, only 
$1.50 postpaid.

A

fl VERY 
IMPORTANT CALL 

IS MADE.
GENEROUS OFFER, AND A CALL 

TO SPIRITUALISTS.
To the Spiritualists at Large:—A‘ 

generous offer has been made by a 
prominent Spiritualist In this city to 
give ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS to 
tlie Mediums’ Relief Fund of the N. 8. 
A., for the benefit of aged and needy 
mediums, provided the Spiritualists al 
large will contribute another Tnousand 
Dollars to tlie same relief fund by ths 
first of June next. The N. S. A. is now 
paying out a large monthly sum in pen
sions to worthy mediums; tlie calls for 
aid Increase and the fund is constantly 
being depleted. Let every generous 
soul who has not already done all possi
ble for this worthy object, kindly send 
contributions, large or small, to the fol
lowing address, each will bo acknowl
edged with thanks. The generous man 
who makes the offer desires to be un
named to the public.

MARY T. LONGLEY, 
N. 8. A. Secretary.

600 Pennsylvania avenue 8. E., Wash
ington, D. 0.

THE LIFE RADIANT.
BY LILLIAN WHITINQ.-ln LhU book Mist 

WliiUng oliiiH to portray a practical ideal for 
daily living that Khali embody the sweetness 
and exaltations and faith that lend enchant- 
meat to life. Uis, In a measure, a logical «e« 
queued of “The World Beautiful,” leading into 
still diviner harmonies. It is calculated to ren
der tho soul in harmony with the universe. It - 
is truly an inspiration. Price, cloth, 81,00.

nnMPT TPIP Between Religion and Selene*. 
Illi I J1181 tho book for progressive 
UUlil U1UX thinkers. A book that is very 
interesting to people who have a taste for tho 
past religious history. Uy John W. Draper. 
Price, cloth, (1.75.

The Region of Spiritualism.
Ita Phenomena and Philosophy. By the Ret. 

Samuel Watson. Thia work was written by a 
modern Savior, a grand and noble mam Pnoa, 
81.00. A valuable book for the money. ,

THE AGE OF REASON.
By Thomas Paine. Being an investigation of 

True and Fabulous Theology. A new and com
plete edition, from now plates and new typo; 
186 pages, post 8vo. Paper '^; cloth. 60c.

BOOKS BY—

LILIAN WHITING.
3 

'.10, 
his

THE LIFE RADIANT.—Cloth,$1.00 
net. Decorated cloth $1.25. In thin, her new book. 
Miss Whiting alma to portray a practical Ideal tor 
daily living that ehall embody the hwcMdobh and 
exaltation and faith that lend enchantment to life. 
It Is, In a measure, a logical sequence of “The 
World Beautiful.” Leading Into mill diviner har
monies. “The Life Radiant” 1h characterized by 
the same essentia) qualities that have marked 
“The World Beautiful."
CONTENTS—The Golden. Ago Lios Onward; Dis

cerning tho Future; Thp Ethereal Realm; Tho 
Power of the Exalted Moment; Thu Nectar of 
the Hour. ?

THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE;
Or Death as an Event In Life, cloth, $1,00 A book 
from her pen means new Hashes of InKight, a rev
elation of Spiritual truth almost Emersonian lu 
kind.—Chicago Chronicle. . . .
THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL; First, 
Second and Third Series. Three volumes, $1.00 
per volume,
CONTENTS OF VOL. L—The Duty of Happiness;

Nectar and AtnbroslajBelieve hi the wings; Tho 
Vision and tho Splendor; Thu Enlargement of 
Relations; Friends Discovered, not made; A 
Psychological Problem: The Supreme Luxury 
of Life; Exclusive and Inclusive; Through 
Scorning Nothing; The Woman of the World; 
The potency of Charm: Fine Souls and Fine So
ciety; The Laws of Our Country; In Newness 
of Life; The Heavenly visitors.

AFTER HER DEATH.—A Story of 
a Summer. Price, 11.00, Tha ideas in tho book 
Will afford comfort to many, and should bring 
positive aid in sorrow to such as will receive its 
message.—Hartford Post.
FROM DREAMLNAD SENT— 
Verses of tho Life to Come. New edition, with 
additional poems. $1.00. Decorated cloth. $1.25. 
Lilian Whiting’s verse is like a bit of sunlit land
scape on a May morning.—Boston Herald.
KATE FIELD; A Record, with 
several portraits of Miss Field, including one by 
Elihu Vedder. Decorated cloth, $2.00
A Study of Elizabeth Barrett Browning-.
With Portrait. Decorated cloth. 11.25,

What All the World’s a-Seeking;
RALPH WALDO TRINE. -

Each la building hi* world from within; thought fl 
tho builder; for thought* aro force*,—subtle, TitaU 
IrrMlatlblo, omnipotent,—and according an used do 
the/ bring power or Impotence, peace or pain, sacceM 
or failure.—From Title-page.

Tbe above hooka are beautifully bonnd In gray-green 
raised cloth, stamped In deep old-green and gold, with 
gilt top. Price, $1.25. For sale at thia office.

m TALMUD tents11’?8 tha™ ano'eni 
1HXI1UUU book, Its commentaries, 

teachings, poetry, and legends. Also brief 
sketches of the men who made and commented 
upon It. By H. Polang. 859 pp. Prlco cloth, 11

THE PRIEST,THE WOMAN
—AND—

THE CONFESSIONAL.
BY FATHER CHINIQUY. .

Thl* li a most valuable book. Jt come* from an Ex* 
Priest, whose character is above reproach, and wbt 
knows what he Is Calking about. Everybody should 
read it. Prlco, $1.00. it contains the fo!lowing chap* 
tera:

CHAPTER I.
The Struggle before the Surrender of Womanly Sett 

respect In tho Confessional.
CHAPTER II.

Auricular Confession a Deep Pit of Perdition for ths 
Priest.

CHAPTER III.
The Confessional Is tho Modern Sodom.

CHAPTER IV.
How the Vow of Celibacy of the Priests Is inada casj 

by Auricular Confession.
CHAPTER V.

The highly-educated end refined Woman In the Con 
\ fQsslooal—Whit becomes of her after uuiMmdltlo» 

nl surrender—Her irreparable Ruin,
CHAPTER VI. :

Auricular Confession destroys all tho Sacred Ties a (
Marriage and Human Bo'joty. • ‘

’ ' CHAPTER TH. M
Should Aitrleulhr Confession bo tolerated among ■

Ixol Notions? . ...-n
' ’ CHAPTER'YIU. .
Doea AjinvulurConteMloabring-PencOitb tlwBoul?’
., ....■.■. CHAPTER IX> ■ • ’■’. ■
The Dogma of Auricular Confession n Sncrllcglous •

Imposture. . . , .
• . . CHAPTER X. j
Ood conjpoli tho Church ot Rome to confess 

Abominations of Auricular ConfOBilpn. , .
■ \ CHAPTERXI. .
Auricular. Confession in Australis, America, and

Franco. . /'■.■?••;•
\ ~ f CHAPTER XXL - iA Chapter for. tho Consideration of legislators, utf 

bonds and Fathers—Borno ot the maitara on wNa 
tbo Priest of Romo must Question Ida FsnlUnN j 
' Sent^oot-pald, Pstoe, $1.00*
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into heaven, as it seemed to

ARE SPIRITUALISTS 
SUPEHNATUBAL1STS?

The Question Correctly Answered by 
W. F. Jamieson.

Spiritualists have enough to answer 
for without au extra straw of accusa
tion. For my own part, I think more of
a Spiritualist right that 
wrong. ‘

"The Torch of Reason,

a Materialist

now “Liberal
Review," did not, before it expired, be
lieve in “spooks,” but it was terribly 
afraid of them! Before it died itself it 
charged the Spiritualists with supernat
uralism. I knew this is not true, and 
endeavored to set it right—in fact, to 
right it on two wrongs.

The Torch said Ingersoll ended the 
supernatural, something which millions 
of orthodox Christians still believe. If 
It meant to say he logically ended it, it 
is wrong in both Instances; and so I 
wrote the following which The Torch 
printed:

Does The Torch wish to be understood 
as having discovered an inconsistency 
in the attitude of the spiritual journal? 
While I do not agree with our spiritual 
brethren on the question of “spirit re
turn,” I do agree with them in about 
nineteen-twentieths of their very liberal 
philosophy. Years before Colonel In
gersoll delivered his first lecture on
the “Gods," Spiritualists 
against "the supernatural."

declaimed
If there

was any borrowing done, the Colonel 
borrowed from the Spiritualists, not the 
Spiritualists from the Colonel. I have 
been, ever since 1870 an admirer of the 
Colonel; liked his moral courage, bold, 
free speech; but "honor to whom honor 
is due.” Is it a fact tliat Colonel Inger
soll originated tiie famous expression, 
“An honest God is the noblest work ot 
man"? If so, let the credit be fixed be
yond question.

I did not mean to be unkind in spread
ing tbat spider-web trap, but it bad set 
just such a trap for The Progressive 
Thinker, which was right and the Torch 
wrong. Here Is its reply:

To Friend W. F. Jamieson (Page 6)—

NOTABLE SEANCES
Excellent Results With Mr. P. L. O. A. 

Keeler.
from tbe! Spirit iRealms

To the Editor:—We have the honor 
of submitting to you the following re
port: The Psychical Research Society 
of Richmond, Va., secured the services 
of Mr. P. L. O. A. Keeler, physical me
dium of Washington, D. C.. for two 
seances and private sittings, on Feb. 20 
and 21 last.

The seances were held at the Home of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Daniels, members ot 
the society, and were of a seml-prlvate 
character, thirty tickets being issued 
to members and friends for each even
ing. ,

Not knowing tiie exact character of 
tbe seances, made the securing of strict
ly mechanical test conditions a matter 
of difficulty for the society, but we thor
oughly satisfied ourselves as to the ab
sence of confederates, of trick parapher
nalia, and of any sleight-of-hand meth
ods on the part of the medium.

The seances were given in a soft 
light, strong enough to read by at ten 
feet distance.

The cabinet was formed by stretching 
a curtain across one corner of the room, 
with Its top at a height of four and a 
half feet from the floor. Three chairs 
were placed side by side in front of this 
curtain, Mr. Keeler occupying the one 
to the left (facing audience), and a lady 
and gentleman, our own people, were 
seated on the others to the right of Mr. 
Keeler in order named, thus forming 
tiie battery.

Mr. Keeler’s right hand was placed on 
the upper part of the lady’s left ai m, his 
left hand clasping Uie wrist. The lady's 
right hand grasped the left band of the 
gentleman on her right. A smaller cur
tain was then thrown over this battery 
and fastened by rings and hooks to the 
back curtain, at such height and in such 
manner as to bring the front curtain

■ । it

Spirit Garble Ipetemilea.
| . .30 .'JO

While on Earth Mr. Petersilea was a medium for the 
transmission of important letters from those long 
in spirit life. Now, having become^ freed spirit 
himself, he will convey his best thoughts through 
the mediumship of his devoted wife, and we are 
sure they will prove interesting to our readers.

Letter Number One.—The Inner Light.

One of the first things that excited 
my curiosity, and caused me to ask a 
great many questions, was tliat which I 
shall hero term the Inner Light Very 
learned scientists may give it any name 
they please, but the general reader will 
understand me better when I simply 
say, inner light.

There is an outer or material light, 
and there is an inner or spiritual light. 
The outer or material light is given off 
by suns, but the inner or spiritual light 
permeates and penetrates all space 
whatsoever.

Astronomers will tell you that inter
stellar space, after a certain distance 
is reached beyond suns and planets, is 
black with darkness. This might so ap
pear to man If be could reach such an 
altitude, which, of course, he cannot; 
but to the spiritual man no such dark
ness exists. Astronomers and scientists 
will also tell you that there In space the 

I cold is so intense tliat the human mind

houses were brown, unpainted, and 
weatherbeaten; barns and outbuildings 
tiie same and somewhat dilapidated; 
but tiie prism made them all as beauti
ful as a dream. If the sky was leaden, 
the prism made ft sparkling and bright 
with all the colors of the rainbow, and 
all tiie housps, barns, outbuildings, 
fences, trees, grass and shrubbery, all 
took on the beautiful colors that the 
prism gave to them. My childish mind 
could not imagine heaven to be half as 
beautiful, and I thought I should not 
care to gg to the heaven that tiie minis
ter talked of; I would much rather Blay 
on earth and look through my prism. 
There was one pretty little place espe
cially, with a newly painted white 
house upon it, tliat suited my childish 
mind to a charm. As I looked through

We do distinctly wish thee and “the rest _
of the world" to understand that The man on the right, which was 
Progressive Thinker, of Chicago (Spirit- through an orifice made tor this pur- 
ualist), by quoting the passage referred pose in the front curtain.
to and refusing to answer it, has placed ' 'rhe' c-"-’ ""^ nf ,ho K"

well up around the necks of the three, cannot even conceive of It; but to Uie 
thus forming a cabinet for tiie genera- I spiritual man no sucli cold exists; and 
tion of the necessary force, yet leaving as the mortal man cannot reach such an 
the heads of those in the battery in altitude, by any manner of means, so, 
plain view, as was also the case wltli then, no such cold does exist. Notliing 
the right hand and arm of the gentle- exists Unit cannot be sensed by the ma- 

■ ■ Uirust terlal and the spiritual man.
As I found myself out in the beautiful 

spiritual or inner light, and had become
The first nart of the seance consisted somewhat reconciled to my new condi- 

of bell ringing, tambourine thumping, tlon, 1 asked my father If he would tellItself “in an attitude of Inconsistency as . — —....... o—o. ------------ ------ .---, . . -
a spiritual journal,” an attitude which imitation of snare-drum playing on Ute me what caused this light,
grows worse and worse the longer It is back of a guitar with the tyro halves of | , When I »„« „ num h™When I was a little boy, and went to
continued. Yes, Ingersoll in tnat pas
sage ends the old notion of “a natural 
or spiritual supernaturalism," and 
leaves those of that belief "up to their
own funeral,” and nothing else. "An
honest God is the noblest work of man," 
was Ingersoll’s “own;" but he went It 
one better when he knocked out all pos
sible Gods and devils, spirits and 
spooks by the said passage from his last 
speech, which The Progressive Thinker 
can quote, but never answer.

This is what 1 wanted. 1 then sent 
the following reply to show that Ulis 
journal and Spiritualists are leaders in 
some things at least; but the Torch 
went out before my last words could 
reach it. This is what 1 said:

Did not the Spiritualists logically end 
supernaturalism a full decade before In
gersoll appeared on the ground? "Hell,” 
"Damnation” and the "Devil" were 
"ended." logically, a century, or more, 
by the Universallsts and Unitarians, be
fore the genial Colonel made his first 
bow as a Freethought orator, although 
1 have heard many persons "claim” that 
Ingersoll ended those dogmas. That ho 
ably re-echoed the teachings of those 
people, concerning the horrible doc
trines, is a fact.

Let us not forget that Swedenborg 
did a mighty service in liberalizing 

^thousands. The "hells" he retained 
were mild.

The Spiritualists always taught tbat 
their spiritual world Ib as natural as 
Neptune or this earth.

This very week, Prof. J. 8. Loveland, 
a scientific gentleman, and one of the 
finest orators I ever heard, a Spiritual
ist for fifty years, says In this week’s 
Progressive Thinker:

"Modern Spiritism has but two basic
affirmations. 1. Discarnate 
municate with spirits still 
2. The method or laws of 
tion is purely natural.

spirits com
in the flesh, 
communica- 
These two

a split clothes-pin, spinning tambourine school, you and the teacher told mo 
on cane, playing of guitar In positions that light upon the earth was caused by 
which would preclude all possibility of the sun, and as this light is not caused 
it being done by medium, even had his by the sun, or any sun whatever, I am 
hands been free, and many other things curious to know what does cause it?" 
of a like nature. I “The scientists of earth would say it

greatly loved and admired Franz Liszt. 
When in Germany, I had visited him 
often, and played for him a great many 
times—in fact, I had played to him 
nearly all of his own compositions. He 
was growing old and his touch had be
come tremulous and uncertain, which 
greatly grieved him, and as I played 
some of his most brilliant and charm
ing pieces, the great tears would roll 
down his cheeks, and sighs, and even 
groans escape his lips. When I had 
finished some of his grandest music, he 
would throw his arms about me and 
cry out, "Bravo! bravo! You play after 
my own heart. You understand my 
music. That is tho way it should be 
played. Music is like a living creature. 
To murder it is a crime; and so many 
murder my music. They might as well 
kill me. You are my own boy—child 
of my heart—my musical son."

Then he would order cake and wine, 
and after partaking of It I would leave 
the old man to his rest; but the picture 
of him, as I last saw him, was still fresh 
in my mind—his proud, dominant face, 
fired by genius; his long, white, thick 
hair falling about it heavily; bls long 
hands and thin, upright form, now bend
ing a little at the shoulders. All, how 
clear and bright the picture was as 
memory reproduced it.

“Has Liszt changed very much in his 
appearance?” I asked my father.

“You shall see,” he replied.
We had been moving onward all this 

time, and now we paused before a gor
geously grand cathedral. 1 will not now 
stop to describe it, for really my eyes 
did not take in all the details, I was bo 
intent on meeting the man I had come 
to see and hear. We paused just at the 
wide open doors, and a volume of sound 
burst forth upon my listening ears.

“Listen!” exclaimed my father. "He 
is at il. He is the leader here,” and 
my soul drank it in. Do the readers of 
The Progressive Thinker want to know 
what my sensations were? If so, I will 
tell them.

I felt like one who is perishing of 
thirst, and a cup of cold water is hand
ed him—or like one who Ib starving, 
and food placed before him—or like one 

| who has been long separated from the 
idol of Iris soul, and then meets her 

! face to face, lip to lip, heart to heart. 
Music was all this to me, and more.

learned very much; but we have eter
nity before us, you know.”

Ah, yes; delightful; glorious thought. 
Eternity! Eternity! How I stretched 
forth my arms and hugged the thought 
into my soul, O, my readers, do you 
comprehend what the word means? 
My father looked at me quizzically.

“If you found chemistry dull, when a 
boy at school, you did not find music 
quite so dry?”

“Music,” I replied, “was, and is my 
life, my breath, the very center and 
core of my being. I feel that I could 
uot exist, even in eternity, without it; 
and that reminds me that I have not 
yet heard a strain of music since 1 en
tered this new life. Father, I can en
dure it no longer. Music I must have 
or perish. The inner light is exceeding
ly beautiful and enrapturing, but music 
is more so. What must 1 do, where go, 
to find and hear muisc?”

"Music is an attribute of tire soul,” 
he replied.

"Yes, yes; I know; but I want to 
hear’and perform It,” I said. "My fin
gers are itching for the keyboard. I 
cannot keep them still.”

“And yet,” said my father, “it was 
music that burst your mortal body 
asunder and let your soul go free."

“And it was music that set Mozart 
free, and many others," I replied; "and 
now, father, I want to know if there are 
musical instruments in tills world? In 
all your writings you have told us that 
there were. Come, now, I want to see 
some of them with my own eyes, and 
play upon them with these fingers that 
will not keep still for desiring them so 
much.”

"How would you like to visit your old 
friend, Liszt?" asked my father.

“Oh, delightful!” I eagerly answered. 
"Let us go at once. Where may he be 
found ?"

"I think we shall find him at his fa
vorite resort—at a grand cathedral not 
far away.” .

“A cathedral? Are there cathedrals 
here?”

, "And why not, pray?" he asked.
, "Yes, yes; there must be,” I said, 

musingly. "Why uot cathedrals as 
well as colleges?"

"And why not homes, houses, col
leges, cathedrals, churches, schools, in- 
atitutlons of learning and so forth, as
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would carefully examine the prism to 
discover the secret cause of all this 
beauty; but there lay in my hand noth
ing but a broken piece of three-cornered 
glass, somewhat soiled by childish fin
gers and dulled by age, a very common 
piece of glass that but for the secret 
beauty it revealed would have been 
cast unceremoniously into the rubbish 
heap. 1 remember how bleak aud lone
ly I felt when I really could look no 
longer, how disappointed I was at the 
dull and common appearance of all that 
had been so charming.’

“Oh, my father, how my wife’s story 
now comes home to me. I am a child 
In spiritual knowledge and like her 1 
seem now to be looking through a

All this In the main was pulled off in I was caused by chemical action," said 
the cabinet back of the curtain. I my father. "You will notice that this

The second part of the seance (for inner light sparkles with all the soft- 
which the battery was changed) con- ened and beautiful colors of the rain- 
sisted principally in the materialization I bow—in fact with all imaginable colors 
of hands in front of curtain, which —and that this light appears to our 
wrote on pads for those who held them, spiritual vision as sparkling, vibrating, 
Five hands were out at one time, fre- I effervescent; and al! things which we 
quently three, both above and before see with or through it appear intensely 
curtain. beautiful. Tho simple act of looking

One hand was positively identified by at objects, alone, gives intense pleas- 
means of a distorted thumb, the distor- I ure.”
tlon having been caused by an accident. Yes,” I replied, "It causes my own
When held the hands melted through soul to sparkle and vibrate with joy, 
one’s Angers despite all effort to hold I and makes me think of many things 
them. Many messages were written on that my darling wife has said to me in 
small slips of paper and thrown over I our past earth life; among others, tills, 
from behind the curtain. The light was which now comes home to me wltli a 
turned slightly lower for this part ot the great shock. ‘When I was a little girl,’ 
programme, but the number of hands said my wife, ‘someone gave me a

propositions sweep away all the Gods— 
all the miracles, and all the religions of 
humanity, unless we except pure Bud
dhism.”

“Purely natural," says this profound 
scholar. And so have taught Edmonds, 
Hare. Brittan, Hardinge, Peebles, Lock
wood, and scores of other leading Spir
itualists. The literature of Spiritism 
abounds with teachings against super
naturalism, and in favor of naturalism; 
that Nature is all in all; that the “Sum
mer Land" is as natural as this earth; 
tliat the spirits are as natural as we are.

Some who have not made a close 
study of this modern movement have 
been misled by the expression "supra- 
mundane”—but tbat does not mean su
pernaturalism.

I do not want to see history mis
stated by any Freethinker. As Inger- 
boII used to say, Let us have the "Truth 
of History.”

I asked you, “Is it a fact that Colonel 
Ingersoll originated the famous expres
sion, ‘An honest God is the noblest work 
of man?’ If so, let the credit be fixed 
beyond question."' -.

You answer: ‘“An honest God is the 
noblest work of man,” was Ingersoll’s 
’own.’ ” . ■ : ■

I conclued that the best way to settle 
this point was to write to the gentleman 
who, I was strongly impressed, is the 
teal author, Dr, Andrew Jackson Davis, 
tiie celebrated Poughkeepsie Seer, and, 
as I have often said, the intellectual 
founder of Modern Spiritualism. Here 
Is his answer:

"Boston, Dec. 19, 1903.
"My Dear old Friend, W. F. Jamieson:

"In reply to your welcome letter and 
question—will say, before the civil war, 
under the management of Dr. H. F. 
Gardner in Cochituate Hall, in Boston, 
one Sunday P. M., in a lecture on the 
Evolution of a Conception of God In the 
Human Mind, I took for a text—‘An 
fionest God is the noblest work of man.’

"’Mr. Alfred E. Giles was an auditor, 
and he is still in this world—the others 
not.

"Years afterwards my attention was 
called to tne same expression by Mr. 
Robtr G. Ingersoll in ono of his dis
courses. And he was everywhere cred
ited with originating that special re
versal of the poet's line.

“Am glad to hear from you! May you 
enjoy al! the good you do and desire—is 
the New Year's salutation of your

■ “Friend, ever,
“A. J. DAVIS.”

“Am very busy."
Let us have the truth at all hazards.

1 "An honest God” belongs to A. J. Davis, 
Uie Spiritualist, not to Col. R. G. Inger- 
loll, the Agnostic.

Another fact: The Spiritualists are
Naturalists.'

Pentwater, Mich.
W. F. JAMIESON.

well as a throne, harps, palms, white And sol listened, and loved, and ate 
prism The one white Unfit earth or ’ robes and crowus of «old. and so on, ' and drank of it. .U o matL^^ “‘at tbe fashionable world below believe . ......................................................
tho material light, would now be dull
and tame to me after living in this in
ner, or spiritual light, and all things on 
the earth look coarse and common, as 
they did to mv wife, after she hail 
looked through the prism; and, like her, 
1 should be bitterly disappointed if 1 
were obliged to live there again.

"You tell me this light is caused by 
chemical action. I would like to under
stand how."

"Well,” answered piy father, "before

The great harmonies roared and thun-
In so devoutly? Why not, as well as ' dered so, at times, that they shook the
hell-fire, devils, Imps, satan, pitchforks 
and so forth?” he asked, smiling Into 
my face.

"Ah, yes; why not.—why not? Is 
Liszt still a Roman Catholic?" I ques
tioned.

"The church has yet great power 
over him,” be answered. "Pomp and 
pride go hand In hand, you know. Franz 
Liszt loved both, arid he still loves
them. His musical ability and genius

vast edifice bo tbat it trembled like a 
leaf in the wind; and again the sounds 
were solemn, smooth and vast like eter
nity; nnd again, soft and sweet and gen
tle, like a mother's lullaby; and again, 
brilliant, blithe and gay, as the 
chimes of wedding bells; then, moaning 
and sobbing like my own grief-stricken 
wife below.

Oh, those wailing criea! They 
pierced my heart like sword thrusts. I 
covered my face with my hands. O! 
unhappy man that I now was, for the 
time, for it was through and by me that 
her grief had come upon her—me, who 
would have given my life to save her 
from sorrow. O, if Bhe could only know 
and believe; but Borrow had seared her 
brain and blinded her eyes.

“Have patience,” said my father;, 
"time will heal the brain and dry the 
eyes, and the soul will take a grand 
step upward to meet you. Let. us en
ter,” and shortly we stood within the 
grand edifice. In my next letter 1 will 
tell of my interview with the great com
poser and musician, Franz Liszt. -

. CARLYLE PETERSILEA.
: (To be continued.) _ :

you could fully undorstaii(l Just how it are towering, but his philosophical rea
ls caused, you would have to take a Boning powers are not bo great. He 
long course of study In one of our insti- used, In the earth life, to bo very stub- 
tutions where chemistry is taught, one born and dogmatical, and to a great ex- 
of our chemical colleges,” tent he >is so still. Like yourself, he

"I thought chemistry a very dull cares for very little else but music; 
study, when a boy at scho6|," 1 replied, and a grand cathedral, with all its beau- 
"and I?"1]? ft impossible to hold my tiful artistic designs. Its pomp and

’ ’ ' ” I fear I shall never have grandeur, its lofty music, its Incense 
'" ™ h,4.....„k .. ........ .. a]1(| choir boys, its great organ and

■ mind to it.
out before the curtain at the same time, broken prism; one probably broken ' the patience to go through a'course "of 
tlieir various shapes and sizes, and the from a candelabrum, and when I want- study, at a chemical institution to find 
fact that they grasped and retained and ed to be very happy indeed, 1 would out the source and cause of this en- 
wrote messages in plain view of all take my prism, and seating myself on a 1 chanting light.” "
with the pencils handed them, would little hillock, look at all objects that I 
render any theory of trickery or artl- were within the scope of my sight; and perfect soul, you ' fiiimT know every- 
ficial hands absurd. really it seemed to me, as a child, tbat ' thing concerning it," be said.The third and last part of tho seance Lt Has KvAMo-af boa-.ron Ha™» v»'as«>i1 ti I ■ ..r,._ .._;.r>.c:._. _.'. . ■ - . .b. " 
consisted of trumpet work. The light I 
was turned very low for this phase of 
manifestation, but by careful watching, I 
testing and weighing, those who were 
close enough to verify their senses aro I 
satisfied that it was genuine psychic 
phenomena. I

During the entire seance we repeated
ly received full assurances from the la
dies in the battery that Mr. Keeler's 
hands (vere in position, especially dur- I 
ing the time the more startling mani
festations were In progress; also we ex
amined the curtain before and after the 
seances, helped to put them in position 
and arrange the cabinet, bo we know | 
whereof we speak. I

George Christy of minstrel fame, is 
Me. Keeler's cabinet control, and proves 1 
himself not only efficient in this capac
ity, but also in that of entertainer, and 
the whose seance is enlivened by his 
mirth-provoking actions. In the pri
vate slate-writing sittings, those who 
secured same are confident of the gen
uineness of the messages received and 
the phenomena, as the very simplicity 
of Mr. Keeler's method would prove all 
absence of trickery.

One sitter as a test wrote the name of 
a person still in earth life, inquiring as 
to the happiness of the supposed decar- 
nate one, etc., and received an answer 
from tbe party’s nephew who is in spirit 
life, that the party addressed was still 
in the flesh.

A letter from one who passed out 
some ten years ago was placed between 
two slates, the letter not having been 
taken from its envelope in tbe medi
um’s presence, and these slates were 
placed at the sitter’s right hand on the

out the source and cause of this en.

really it seemed to me, as a cu.w, lual 
I had brought heaven down to earth. It I
was in the country, and most of the

REINCARNATION
The Doctrine of Pre-Existence Contro

verted.

With due respect for those who be
lieve in reincarnation or pre-existence, 1 
am Inclined to dissent from their views, 
and shall here endeavor to state a few 
of my reasons as concisely as possible. 
There are many difficult problems to be 
solved by the pre-existionists before 
their claims become worthy of accept
ance, but as space is limited I shall con
tent myself with bringing forth a limit
ed number of them.

One ot the stock arguments used to 
show the necessity for pre-existence is 
that "whatever has a beginning must 
necessarily have an ending.” I, how
ever, fall to see any good reason why 
an eternal past existence is necessary
In order to insure an eternal future for 
humanity; and I therefore believe that 
the spirit begins its existence with the 
body.

For an example we will extend two 
imaginary lines into space. If they con- 

| verge ever so slightly they will of neces- 
| sity meet sometime in eternity and 
cease to exist as two distinct lines. But 
if, on the other hand, they are slightly 
divergent, then, though they extend for 
an incomprehensible distance into 
space they will never again return to 
the condition in which they were in at

“Mark Chester; or a Mill and a MID-
!on. A Talo of Southern California.” 
By Carlyle Petersllea. A pure psychic

“But before you ^e a rpunded and

many pianos, besides other musical in
struments, hold him like a spell. Yet 
ho does not remain in a cathedral all 
the time; he has a very quiet home out
side but not far away. Still, I have

-o--—r,,,.„o „, „•.„„„, ' reason to know that he Is within the ca
Do you know all abbut.it'?? I asked, tbedral now.” ’ -
Not all,” he answered. "Still I have When I was in tiie earth life 1 had

heights ot which we have now received 1 
faint glimpses, do you not think that wc | 
shall be able to control our destinies? i 
Looked at from this view-point immor- i 
tality becomes a necessary result of ev- 1 
olutlon and does not seem supernatural, 
for it may be safely assumed that the 
mind will continue to find new fields of 
research, now pinnacles of knowledge to 
aspire to; and will continue for incom
prehensible time to gain more mastery 
over its environments. '

It Is cited again and again that what
ever has a beginning has an ending, yet 
we know comparatively little as to 
Its truth. Our field of Investigation is 
perforce limited. The plant, the tree, 
the animal, the man reaches maturity 
and dies. Dies; but evolution has only 
found this stage of existence inadequate 
for the farther elaboration of the indi
vidual. In no form of life is there met 
what can be called death.

held while on earth to a large extent 
prevent an unprejudiced view of the 
case, which accounts for the diametri
cally opposite views expressed oy those 
from the other side of life. •

GEO. B. FERRIS.
Grand Rapids, Mich. .

Consciousness does not exist in tangi
ble shape outside of individuality; it is 
the product of all the elements which 
collectively compose the spirit. The

SEANCES WITH W. W. ABER.

table with neither medium nor sitter the start, namely, in close proximity to 
touching them. When opened both I each other. Apply this same reasoning 
slates were found to be written full, to the spirit. Though like the lines it 
the message was signed with the same has a beginning, yet just so long as it 
signature that was signed to the letter continues to unfold and became wider 
in the envelope, and the message itself and wider In the range of its thoughts, 
was full of quotations as to names, and does not retrogress and lose what 
places, dates and matter written there- wisdom and spirituality it has gained, 
in from the old letter written so many just that long there will be absolutely 
years ago, and was a running com- no danger that It will return to its 
ment on same. 'These slate writings I starting-point, i. e„ be resolved back 
were given In broad daylight, by a into the elements which gave it birth, 
clear window, at a table furnished by I The necessity for pre-existence Is 
the society, the slates furnished prin- based upon the assumption that the 
clpally by the Bitters themselves, and I earth will sometime in the future cease 
at no time were they out of sight or to exist, and therefore all forms of life 
reach of the sitters and were held by evolved from it will also pass out of ex- 
both medium and Bitters above the Istence. From my viewpoint, however,

sentient life on this plane of existence 
is, like the elements which gave it birth, 
eternal and indestructible.

There are many other difficulties to 
be overcome by the pre-existionists be
fore their claims become worthy of ac
ceptance. If the pre-existence urged by 
some is true—that tire soul was not 
brought into conscious existence until 
its contact with earth—then, granting 
that whatever has a beginning, has an 
ending; we will sometime in the far- 
distant future, again lapse into the 
primitive unconscious state.

If we have existed from eternity what, 
dull pupils we must be, considering 
how little we now understand!

And then it may be asked, why should 
we be incarnated In the body with its 
various shortcomings and Inharmonious 
connections with higher things of the 
spirit, when the whole universe lay be
fore us ere we were drawn into the 
thralls of matter?

Remarkable. Experiences with W. W.
. • ■ . ■ .Aber. ‘ ' < : ■ •
Last July my baby girl, aged seven 

years, together with two other little 
girls and an old man, were drowned in 
our river here while boat-riding.

No one saw the accident, and it was 
shrouded in mystery. As a matter of 
course this had a tendency to make my 
interest more intense, and on tbe morn
ing of Jan. 22, just six months from the 
hour the body of our baby was recov
ered, my wife and I started to Kansas 
City to visit W. W. Aber.

I thoroughly examined the seance 
room at various times, both alone and 
with others, and It was absolutely im
possible for any fraud to have been 
practiced upon ub.

The room is an upstairs one of a 
brick house, with plastered walls and 
only one door at which we entered. The 
cabinet In which Mr. Aber sat is three 
feet square and is located in a corner, 
the other two sides being made of 
heavy black cloth suspended from the 
ceiling.

At the opening of tiie meeting we 
were asked to examine the room thor
oughly. My wife sewed the pant-legs of 
Mr. Aber stoutly to the carpet, his coat 
sleeves to his pant-legs near the knee 
and his coat collar together, and I filled

and hoped that I did not blame him for 
the accident. When he materialized, 
he placed his hand on Ills head and 
showed me the scar where the limb 
struck him. I did not know about the 
scar before, but have since learned 
from those who prepared the body for 
burial that there was a scar exactly 
where he indicated.

I also had several slate-writings, 
from my father, mother, brother and 
others, among whom was the old man 
who was drowned. Our little girl had 
never been to school and could not 
write, but had learned to print in order 
to write to a brother not at home, and 
she printed this message to us In a slate 
writing: .

"Dear papa and mamma, I love you 
both just the same. Olga.” : ;

Twenty-three of the twenty-four with 
whom we conversed came to us without 
any suggestion. I called for but one 
person, who appeared In a very short 
time. - -

One day I went to a store and pur
chased a folding slate, it was never 
out of my hands until after the writing 
had been performed and read by me. 
Both sides of the inside of the slate was 
entirely covered. 1 had three of these 
slates, one of which is written in dif
ferent colors. The colors are not ar
ranged iu regular order, but words here 
and there are of different colors. This
slate is signed by three persons, of 
whom our little girl is one. No money
would tempt me to part with these, and 
I have framed them and hung them in

table during the writing. evolution applies to the structure of the
Altogether the seances and private earth as well as to the beings which in

sittings were highly satisfactory to I habit It. Events move along in an or
those of the society, who were In posl-1 derly and evolutionary manner. To 
tlon to scrutinize the work at close i suppose that the world will reach an ad- 
range. Those who owing to their posl-1 vanced stage and then revert back to 
tion and distance from the curtain at I the beginning Is unsupported by fact or 
the seances, or who, by failure to se- analogy. The earth will change—may 
cure private sittings, were unable to I even be absorbed into other worlds or 
verify the phenomena presented will be systems of worlds—but the purpose of 
given an opportunity to do so shortly, I evolution Is served thereby. Until 
as it is the desire of the society to se-1 there Is greater knowledge in this do- 
cure Mr. Keeler for further work at an main of Investigation, It would seem 
early date. Considering the fact that I more consistent tbat the future of the 
our society is made up largely oi inves- spirit be not judged by this illogical the- 
tigators rather than converts to the ory. ' 
claims of Spiritualism, the showing l Consider the magnificence of those 
made by Mr. Keeler and his controls spirits who have returned from tho ad- 
was excellent, and our decision as em- i vanced spheres, compared with the spir- 
bodied in this report Ib forced from us Itual knowledge possessed by Incarnate 
in direct antagonism to our former man. Consider also the message which 
opinions regarding such matter, by the । they bring; that there are spheres of
cold mechanical proof furnished us 
from this source. We do not wish to be 
considered as advertising Mr. Keeler. 
The gentleman knows nothing of this 
report or Its contents, and while we 
sincerely hope to meet him often upon

________  _________ ___ the warm plane of friendship, yet he 
story, elevating and reformatory. Pa- | came to us in this Instance upon ar- 
per covers, 40 cents. Cloth, 60 cento, rangements of a purely buoiness char- 
For Bale at this office._______________ I acter, unknown to ub except by reputa-

"Spirit Echoes” My Mattle E. Hull. ‘ 
This pretty volume contains fifty-seven 
of the author’s latest and choicest 
poems. Neatly bound in cloth, and wltli 
portrait of the author. Price 75 cento.

. . F.L. JOBSON,
Richmond, Va- or. Sec’y.

tlon, and, possessing tho phase of me
diumship he does, ho needs no advertis
ing from our organization.

existence far higher than those in 
which they themselves aro ' dwelling
spheres so exalted that their inhabitants 
do not return to earth. WithTho knowl
edge which they have, can they not 
foresee any circumstance which might 
Imperil their existence? Anu being 
able to foresee, would they not be able 
to avoid any danger of annihilation? 
It may be asked, therefore, how any
thing with the powers and possibilities 
of the spirit can be removed from con
scious existence, whether it began to ox-

Why the various stages of develop
ment from tbe South African savage to 
the highest type of Anglo-Saxon, if we 
all began to exist at the same time? 
What experience does.tlie ignorant Bos- 
jesman gain, dwelling .in burrows like a 
wild animal, if he is an elevated angel 
trying to improve hirtip%te the best 
advantage? Can the greater learn of 
the lesser? Could nof’an elevated spir
it such as he is supposed to be before 
his incarnation learn more had he 
turned his attention* to higher planes 
of thought, instead or* endeavor
ing to waste his tittle in1 ‘'pursuit of 
knowledge of lower {firms fit existence 
which can be of no. befiSt to him after 
he has again advanced by the slow and 
tortuous path of expdrience'to his for
mer greatness? • .' -

If a human body recfilveh'lis life from 
a pre-existing entity,*"it naturally fol
lows that the entire dnimtu and vege
table kingdoms must 'ircceiVe their life 
from the same source;' for, If it is possi
ble for an animal to come into exist
ence with its body, it is also possible 
for a human being to do likewise.

And thus on every hand the theory Is 
beset by insurmountable difficulties.

1st yesterday or has existed from eter-

Many are tho arguments, brought for
ward to prove its truth, yet there is not 
one that cannot be proven to be falla
cious. Of course, splrlts.Jiavo returned 
and corroborated the qlaijns of. the pre- 
oxistionists, but others havo also stated 
that this life on earth begins tho exist
ence of the spirit, , anil'seemingly they 
can support tlieir views with.just an in
vincible logic ns is produced by those 
spirits who uphold pre-existence. - it

nlty. When we havo advanced to tho must be remembered that the opinions

his hands with oat-meal. After the 
seance, some two hours later, he was 
found as we left him with none of the 
meal spilled. We had to get scissors to 
clip the threads to loosen him.

We attended five meetings, in which 
twenty-four persons whom we knew and 
recognized, came and conversed wltk 
us, including our parents and other 
relatives and severed friends. Our baby 
girl came to us every night, and one 
time talked with me probably fifteen 
minutes, talkingas she had when here 
with us, and putting her hands on me 
and petting me.

While there we saw various tests sug
gested by ourselves and others, of the 
absolute genuineness of Mr. Aber’s 
mediumship.

Especially In the voice, features, size, 
etc., it would have been impossible to 
deceive us, and I recognized her voice 
before I saw her the first time, and saw 
her before hearing her voice at other 
times and there was absolutely no 
doubt of its being she.

The other little girls drowned with 
ours also came and talked with us, one 
especially sending word to her parents 
not to grieve so for her, as it hurt her, 
and stated that she was with them at 
home, but was unable to make herself 
felt. A friend, of whom I had not heard 
for years, and did not know was deal!, 
appeared to me and conversed - quite 
freely. Investigation later brought out 
the fact that he had been dead several 
years.

I had a reading through Mr. Aber’s 
control, Sam, in which the old man who 
was with tho little girls and was 
drowned with’ them, gave me a message 
and also appeared personally later, at 
both times explaining the nature of the 
accident fully, Stating that a limb had 
fallen and struck him on the head, ren
dering him unconscious. Otherwise he 
said he would have been able to have 
saved th®m had tho boot turned over,

our home, where friends can examine 
them.

Should any one desire further infor
mation relative to my experience, it will 
be cheerfully given by addressing me 
at Sparta, Tenn.

W. W. HULL.
Sparta, Conn.

No Person Should Die 
ofany kidney disease, or be distressed 
by stomach troubles, or tortured and 
poisoned by constipation. Vernal Palm
ettona (formerly known as Vernal Saw 
Palmetto Berry Wine) will be sent free 
and prepaid to any reader of The Pro
gressive Thinker who needs It and 
writes for it. One dose a day ot this 
remedy does the work and cures per
fectly to stay cured. If you care to be 
cured of Indigestion, dyspepsia, flatu
lence, catarrh of stomach and bowels, 
constipation, or torpid and congested 
liver; if you wish to be sure that your 
kidneys are free from disease and aro 
doing their necessary work thoroughly; 
If you expect to be freed from catarrh,

TEN REMARKABLE BOOKS 
FOR $3.10.

a Enc^cloPedia of Death, and 
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 1. -
i I?~frhl E“°yc|opedla of Death; and 
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 2. 
t J-.Th»t E“cyciopedia of Death, and 
Life In the Spirit World, Vol. 3.

4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun- 
n?d Super-Mundane Spiritism.

to£~Gh0st Land- Spiritualism; Occult-

6—The Next World Interviewed ' 
7—The Occult Life of Jesus. i
o ^bWAD^r.er ln the Spirit Lands. -

Sci7nce e Re g on of M‘™ ^ oi '

10—Seers of the Ages, or Spiritualism
Past and Present .
Read This Carefully Before Re

Remitting.
When you send in your, subscription 

to The Progressive Thinker, carefully 
look over the books which you desire in 
this list, and their price, and send for. 
them. They are very valuable. - They 
are intensely interesting. They are ele
vating in tone aud will do you good In 
remitting do net fall to enclose a do'llar 
for The Progressive Thinker.

These ten books, substantially and 
elegantly bound, and printed in tha 
neatest style of the printer’s art will ba 
furnished to our subscribers for $3 10 a 
price which modern machinery and en
terprise has rendered possible In Tha 
Progressive Thinker office only. Send
ing out these books, however, at tha 
prices wc do, does not reduce the price 
of the subscription of the paper, appar
ently or otherwise, a single cent, for, 
that cannot be afforded for less than 
one dollar per year, In view of the fact 
tbat we publish such a vast amount of 
reading matter.

In conclusion, bear In mind that tha 
postage on these ten premium books Ie 
about ONE DOLLAR, leaving this office 
only $2.10, illustrating the great bargain 
you are getting—a bargain the like of 
which was never known before on thia 
material plane.
CLUBS! CLUBS! CLUBS! CLUBS!)

To Clubs ot ten or more we offer the 
following terms to each one: The Pro
gressive Thinker one year, and ONE ol 
the following books, $1.15: "The RellgA 
Ion ot Man and Ethics of’ Science":! 
“Seers of the Ages, or Spiritualism Pasi 
and Present"; M Wanderer in the Spirit 
Lands”; “The Encyclopedia of Death, 
and Life in the Spirit World,” Vol. 3. 
Thb one who gets up the Club will ba 
entitled to the paper one year free, and 
any two of the books he may select 
among our list of premiums.

rheumatism and backache; if you desire 
full supply of pure rich blood, a healthy 
tissue and a perfect skin, write at once, 
for a free bottle of this remedy, and 
prove for yourself, without expense to 
you, that these ailments are cured 
quickly, thoroughly and permanently 
with only one dose a day of Vernal 
Palmettona.

The original and genuine Palmettona 
is made only by the Vernal Remedy Co., 
452 Seneca Building, Buffalo, N. Y.

For sale by all leading druggists.

bpm M Disclosed in tho Bible.* 
I latl anO LOB By Rev. Arthur Chambers, 
Cnlnib I aaM Associate ot King’s College, 
OUTlL WOrlO London. An excellent book 
for Christian people who would investigate and 
learn the facts of Blblo teachings us well os 
modern spirit phenomena. Price, cloth, 81.10.

Bible and Church Degrade Woman.
By Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Comprises three 

essays on "The Effect of Woman Suffrage on 
Quoatiens of Morals and ReLuion." Price, 10c.

"Poem* « Procrwa.” By Lizzie 
Doten. In this volume, this peerless 
poet of Spiritualism may be read In her
varied .moods, “from grave to gay, from 
lively to severe." It is a book to be 
treasured and richly enjoyed by all who 
love genuine poetry, and especially by 
Spiritualists. Tho volume la '
printed and bound. Price 81.
/‘Meatless , Dishes.” Very 

Price 10 cents.

tastily

Man the Microcosm.
Bls Infinite and Divine Relations. Intuition 
The Light within. I By Giles a btebbln* 
Price, 10 cent* .

useful, j

FatHer.Tom and theTone,
Or a Night at tho Vatican. Written probably 
by Sir Samuel Ferguson. From Blackwood's 
Edinburg Magrxlno. This is a humorous ac
count of a roUcksomo visit to tho Popo of 
Roue by Father Toni, an Irish priest, artuod 
With a superabundance of Irish wit, two Ito- 
norlal quart bottles ot Irish "poteen," slid an
frlah rcclpo tor "conwoundi 
J-awr.» o«nUt doth, to coma.
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HUDSON TUTTLE.

Bdltor-at-Large for the National Spirit
ualist Association.

Mr, Tuttle has been engaged to an
swer all attacks In the secular or relig
ious press on Spiritualism. Bend him 
clippings when si attack is made, giv
ing date and name of paper. Address 
him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

Arcana of Spiritualism.
A Manual of Spiritual Science and 

Philosophy.

Do you wish to assist In the publica
tion of a revised edition of this book? 
If so, by subscribing for It now, you will 
receive a copy at less price than It will 
be sold for after publication. Price not 
desired until tho book is ready for de
livery. Please send your address at 
once if you desire to assist.

320 octavo pages, finely bound In 
muslin.

Price to subscribers, $1, postpaid.
Address HUDSON TUTTLE,

Berlin Heights, Ohio.

WAKE UP! ILLINOIS.
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Sprague, the 

Widely known missionaries of the N. S. 
A., are now ready to work for tlie pro
mulgation of Spiritualism by organizing 
local societies of Spiritualists in Illi
nois. Let general advantage of their 
availability be taken at once. Do not 
delay in communicating with them at 
Rochester, Indiana, until further notice.

The time will soon be gone and your 
opportunity lost if you dally with inde
cision. Get out of the graveyard of in
difference. GEO. B. WARNE,

President Ill. S. S. A.

An Important Question.
Mr. Dowie, of Zion fame, claims he is 

the Elijah who ascended to heaven In 
“a chariot of fire, and horses of fire," 
Impelled by a whirlwind. See 11. Kings 
2:11. it was-Elijali's mantle that di
vided the waters of the Jordan, so he 
passed on dry land. The mantle which 
fell from Elijah's shoulders when the 
whirlwind caught him, was just as ef
fective in the hands of Elisha; for on 
his return from across the sacred river 
where lie parted company with Elijah, 
Elisha smote the river with that iden
tical mantle, and the waters were di
vided as before. It was Moses ROD 
that produced such wonderful results 
in the days of that functionary, as it 
was Uie hair of Samson which made 
hini so strong and agile with the foxes.

Without that identical mantle which 
fell from Elijah's shoulders, and which 
Elisha took up, how is it possible for 
our modern divine, though inspired by 
the spirit of the ascended Elijah, to 
perform miracles? The rod of Moses, 
and the hair of Samson lost their effi
cacy when separated from their owners. 
By provisions of Elijah, and by special 
request of Elisha, the original magic 
power Invested in that wonderful cloak 
continued In tho hands of Elijah’s suc
cessor. But it moldered to dust with 
its new owner, and its power is gone 
forever.

But here comes a sage question. 
John 3:13 gives the words of Jesus 
thusly:

“No man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of Man which is in 
heaven.”

That passage of holy writ, right froih, 
the mouth of Jesus himself, knocks into 
smithereens the claim of Elijah’s as
cension. Now what is our Brother 
Dowie going to do about it?

We are told of the voluble Congress
man who set his mouth talking, then re
tired, leaving that organ to address the 

JHouse indefinitely. Let our brother 
adjust his vocal organs to the task of 
making Jesus’ words harmonize with 
his claim, and with the Old Testament 
record, then we are content, though it 
shall go on forever.

The Theatre Receives the Wrath of an 
Evangelist^

Evangelist Munhall has been engaged 
Jjy the East End Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsburg, to stir the dry bones during 
Lent He gave a sermon especially on 
the subject, "Dancing, Theatergoing 
and Card-Playing.” “Nine-tenths of 
the actors and actresses are immoral,” 
Baid the speaker. "The playhouse is the 
.way to hades. The card-playing, thea- 

• ter-going, and dancing members of the 
church rarely contribute anything to 
the church but their presence.”
’ The Episcopal church received a Vh, 
clous kick in passing because of the 
letter addressed to members ot that 
church asking them to refrain from at
tending grand opera during lent. "We 
ought to have lent 365 days in the 
year,” sold this evangelist ' r

The morality of the stage will com- 
Spare well with that of the pulpit, and 
presents not os many criminal cases for 
decision of the courts. .-

There is but one real heresy! Disloy
alty to truth one ought to see.-—David 
Starr Jordan.' / - ? ■ ;

Society is barbarous until every In- 
Jdustrlous man can get his living with- 
put dishonest coumtoms.—-Emerson.

Abuse of Patients at Asylums- ■.
Lt a tenth part ot Uie charges made 

by Miss Mar-ion Gray in regard to the 
treatment of patients at tbe hospitals of 
the great metropolis ot Now York, are 
tine, it should bring a blush of shame 
to every official connected therewith 
and excite the execration of every citi
zen. .

Miss, Gray spent thirty-five days in 
the scarlet fever ward of the hospital at 
North Brother Island. She had the 
fever, and was taken to the contagious 
disease hospital. When released she 
felt it her duty to go before the Com
missioner and tell the story of the awful 
cruelty practiced on tlie charity pa
tients.

She was carried In prostrated with 
the fever. For heartless cruelty, and 
brutality, the account she gives of the 
death of a baby has no parallel. She 
says:

“I was put into a bed from which a 
convalescent had Just been taken. The 
sheets were dirty and blankets looked 
as though they had not been washed In 
all the years the hospital had been in 
use. When I asked for clean sheets, I 
was told that I was 'too stuck up’ for 
the place.

' “The night I was taken to the hos
pital I was carried to the ward and laid 
upon the cot with my clothes. I was too 
weak and ill to raise myself from the 
cot at first, and lay there in a half-faint
ing condition. At last I heard a voice 
at the end of the ward say:’

“’What Is that woman lying there 
for? if she thinks I am going to un
dress her, she can lie there until she 
rots.”

It was not until hours later that Miss 
Gray recovered her strength sufficient
ly to disrobe and crawl between the 
sheets of the filthy, vermin-infested cot 
to which she had been assigned.

"In the wards the helpers were a 
greater danger than disease,” said Miss 
Gray.

“They swore at us and cursed us 
roundly when we displeased them. 
They appropriated the food sent to us 
and used themselves the vichy Intended 
for the patients. Tliey made eggnogs 
of the eggs prescribed for those upon 
an egg diet or intended to bo made into 
desserts for the convalescent. Refuse 
was left standing about in the aisles 
and by the sides of the cots until the 
reek of it filled the air. Patients sick 
unto death were attended to only when 
It pleased the nurses.

“There was a baby in the scarlet 
fever ward—a tiny, golden haired little 
tot, Just able to talk—whose death 
through the negligence of the nurses 
was a thing to wring the heart of any 
mother.

“The little fellow lay In a cot Just 
across the room from the one I was in. 
Burning with fever, the baby tossed 
back and forth across the vermin-In
fested bed, moaning piteously. Every 
few minutes a plaintive cry lor water 
walled across tho ward from the cot of 
the little sufferer.

“The night helper in Uie ward—a 
coarse, brutal woman of the type only 
too common In the hospital on. North 
Brother Island—roused herself from her 
chair near the fire and went over to the 
cot where the little one lay. I breathed 
a prayer of thankfulness, for I thought 
her heart had been touched by the wail
ing cries of the fevered baby; but in
stead of giving him the water he craved 
she struck him time aud time again.

" ‘Wait until your two hours are up 
and you will get some water, but not be
fore,” she said. And the little fellow 
cowered In his cot, sobbing piteously.

“All flight long I heard the baby cry
ing for water. I was too weak to leave 
my cot to help him, and lay tnere half- 
delirious, with his quivering sobs In my 
ears. I tried to shut out the sound,’ 
My heart almost burst with suffering as 
I heard the moans of the little sufferer 
growing weaker and weaker. The 
nurse had gone to sleep by the fire 
again and gave no heed. The long night 
hours in the ward were passing more 
slowly than they had ever passed be
fore and I lay there waiting, waiting 
for some one to go to the little one who 
lay there crying through parched, 
cracked lips for just a taste of water.

"Toward morning the baby rose In 
bed again, Bobbing great, quivering 
sobs and crying with piteous Insistence 
for a drink. Then, pushing off the bed 
clothes with his weak, puny little 
arms, he tried to get out upon the 
floor. -

. "In the dim light of the ward I saw 
the baby fall forward over the edge of 
the cot. The helper was dozing in her 
chair, and the child lay by the side of 
the cot, a huddled mass. z

"For two hours he lay there, and to 
me it seemed a double eternity. I could 
see nothing but that little huddle by the 
side of the cot There were no cries 
now. The ward was more desolately 
silent than I had ever known it. I tried 
to scream, but my voice was a mere 
whisper. I tried to get out of my cot to 
go to the baby who lay there suffering 
alone and utterly helpless, but I was 
too weak to raise myself. I could only 
lie there and wait and pray that some 
one would come to aid the baby I knew 
was dying. .

"At the end of two hours the helper 
awoke, and, seeing the motionless bun
dle by -the side of the cot, tossed the 
little fellow back into it and threw the 
covers over him. Then she went back 
to her chair by the fire.

“When the ward nurse made h6r 
rounds in the morning she noticed that 
the baby appeared to be in a stupor and 
sent for the physician. Before ne came, 
however, I saw them carrying the little 
body away to the morgue.”

And this Is a Christian land and this 
one of Its boasted charities! If this 
cruelty was confined to a'single hos
pital it might be more easily corrected, 
but It grows out of the system and is 
more or less apparent in every hospital 
In the country. Patients may not be 
put into foul, -vermin-Infested beds, or 
children beaten, but there are other 
methods of torture. Charity patients 
are material for experimentation with 
physicians, and the accounts of these 
are unblushingly published. Women 
Inoculated with cancer germs, Infants 
having the membrane of the spinal col
umn punctured, inoculation with yellow 
fever, and injection of toxins, are a few 
of the experiments recorded by the 
physicians themselves—a demon could 
not ask for more.

Are these accusations too fiendish to 
be believable of educated physicians? 
Tho Humane Society has sustained 
these charges, ants'’the everyday publi
cations of physicians proves that the 
half .has not bee/ told. Not only in the 
medical colleges are thousands of ani
mals dissected alive, hut vivisection Is 
practiced; on/children!In) charity hos
pitals to such an extent that the inhu
man doctors publlslj aepbunts of their 
experiments as'thoifalf of the most, 
common occurrence; and other doctors 
read curiously, unfeelingly.

Tho Flumane Society Is endeavoring 
to push a bill through tho MauSachu- 
Betas legislature restricting the dlabol-

leal work of these doctors who claim 
the right .to dissect living animals and 
children. The doctors are setting up a 
desperate fight in the name of geience! 
Herbert D. Ward, an author of note, 
said in favor of the restriction before 
the committee:

"Children in this state have been at 
the mercy of vlvisectionists. Eight or 
ten died. It happened at Boston Hos
pital in 1896. There is In the hospital 
a record of vivisection of tbe helpless 
infants of tlie poor.”

Mr, Ward then produced the follow
ing records of fatal results of what are 
described by doctors as "some experi
mental work” upon children by way of 
tapping tbe spinal canal:

Case 2—-Female, aged 20 months. 
Spifla! canal punctured January 17, 
1896, January 22, February 16, on day of 
patient’s death.

Case 3—Female, aged 4 months. 
Punctured January 17, 1896. Patient 
died January 22.

Case 5—Male, aged 3% years. Punc
tured February 3, 1896. Patient died 
February 4.

Case 6—Male, aged 6 months. Punc
tured February 1. Patient died in con
vulsions three weeks later.

Case 7—Male, aged 7 months.
Mr. Ward said Dr. Wentworth justi

fied the vivisection by saying: “The di
agnosis value of puncture of the sub
arachnoid space is so evident that I con
sidered myself justified in incurring 
some risk In order to settle the question 
of danger.”

The spinal cord is surrouned by a pro
tective sheath continuous with that 
which protects the brain. This sheath 
is composed of three membranes, the 
dura mater, arachnoid and pla mater. 
Such is the great care in the structure 
ot this dedicate organ, encased in the 
bony column, and yet further to prevent 
jar or concussion the space between the 
pla mater and the cord Is filled with a 
fluid. The experiments on the children 
were tapping this cavity and drawing 
of the cerebro-splnal fluid. The doctor 
was not satisfied with the death of his 
first victim, he gathered in nine, and 
watched their agonies! All died, as 
anyone with common sense would know 
they would. What was gained for sci
ence? Nothing! The experiments 
were carried on for the love of pain, 
the lust for torture such as actuated the 
inquisitors ot old.

INDIANA

Of Illinois Spiritualises
Will Be Held at

Organization of the State Spiritualist 
Association.

The first convention of the delegates 
Of the various Spiritualist societies of 
Indium met In the city ot Ander
son, Ind., Feb. 26, 27 and 28,1904, at the

. Madison Avenue temple, for tho pur
pose of organizing a state association.

Tuesday^an| Wednesday, April 5 and 6,1904

The convention was called to order 
Friday at 10 a. m., by Harrison D. Bar
rett, president of the N. S. A. After the 
invocation by Dr. J. O. M. Hewitt, of 
Chicago, and music, the address of wel
come was made by Dr. Gardiner

> Haines, president of the Anderson bo
, ciety.

ThPDD Coccinnc lAoill! Mrs. Flora Russell, the well-known
U U Binger of Alliance, Ohio, sang a beautl-

- - " ful solo, after which President Barrett

Forenoon Conference on vital Questions free Ks!^^
to all. Afternoons and evenings devoted to In- nThe remainder of the morning was 

spiration aud Oratory, Music and Messages.
Watch for Programs. Remember dates. In- foSin^ “r reaBons 

vite your friends. ............
GEO. B. WARNE, Brest. IU. 8. 8. A.

Ella Johnson Bloom, Secy.

MUSIC FROM THE STARS.
IT HAS BEEN CAPTURED BY SCI

ENCE.

PURE MEDIUMSHIP.
Practical Leesons Gained From High 

Experience.

Church Property In the District of 
Columbia.

The exemption of property In the Dis
trict especially under the control of the 
Federal government, has become so 
enormous, and made the unfortunate 
ones who failed to obtain exemption 
bear such a heavy load, that the Dis
trict Commissioners have come out 
boldly against the abuse.

According to the latest list there is 
of taxable land and Improvements in 
the District $213,250,418, and by hook 
or crook there is $283,906,848 exempt, 
or more than seventy millions of dol
lars more than that which is taxed. Of 
this amount $6,500,000 is church prop
erty, and the churches are besieging 
the commissioners to receive further 
exemptions! If the tax was equally 
distributed It would be less than half 
as much on a dollar as at present. It Is 
not a matter of wonder that there is a 
change of opinion as to taxation of 
church property, and that many think 
that religious bodies have no more right 
to freedom from'paying taxes than in
dividuals. Not only churches, parson
ages, but schools, convents, monas
teries, and business blocks owned by 
churches are exempt. Well does Dis
trict Commissioner Mgcfarland say ho 
saw no reason why a church should be 
exempted from taxation. The question 
has also been discussed at length In the 
various citizens’ associations, disclos
ing the fact that there were multitudes 
who desired to have the church prop
erty pay its share of the expenses of the 
District government.

Ab yet there is no move in sight on 
the part of those in authority to have 
the evil checked, If it is an evil, as so 
many think.

If the general government would 
move in this matter it would greatly In
fluence public sentiment.

The New Fire Extinguisher.
We read in “Holy Writ” that Elijah 

called down fire from heaven, that con
sumed several captains of fifties, to
gether with their fifties. .

But the Christian Scientists of Balti
more in a way outdo Elijah, according 
to the following statement from the 
Record-Herald of this city:

Baltimore, March 6.—At a meeting of 
Christian Scientists to-day testimony 
was given by a number of persons who 
had interests in the burned districts, 
and who told how they saved their 
property by prayer. One man said, as 
a result of his mental work, the fire 
had come to about 150 feet of the build
ing and then turned, burning all 
around it. Two of the large banks of 
the city, Christian Scientists state, owe 
their escape from serious damage to the 
Interest taken in them by Chrictian Sci
entists.

“When it was learned that the fire 
was raging,” said Mrs. Ellen Cross, C. 
D. S., "the Christian Scientists in the 
city, and also In every place where the 
news of the conflagration reached, 
worked against the evil, treating it with 
scientific prayer. Not supplication, but 
In the language of the text-book of the 
cult.”

The wonder is that with such wonder
ful if not miraculous efficacy to their 
“scientific prayers” these Christian Sci
entists did not quell and quench the fire 
In the other parts of the burnt district 
in Baltimore, and thus saved the ter
rible load and suffering. Or was their 
“interest” solely confined to the two 
large banks, etc? Verily, Christian Sci
ence is a queer cult

Sounds Drawn From Planets Made 
Audible Through Action of Light 
Rays on Polished Steel Plate.
It appears from a special dispatch 

from New York to the Chicago Record- 1 
Herald, that we now have music from 
the stars! Captured melodies from 
the planets! Professor Albert C. Al
bertson, the electrical engineer, whose 
invention of the so-called “magnet 
train" created a sensation In scientific 
circles a few months ago, has invented 
an instrument which he believes is the 
vital keynote to ultimate communica
tion between the planets. The appar
atus upon which he has been working 
for several years nt last, he says, has 
given him the results he has long hoped 
for, and a few days ago at his home, 100 
Hamilton place, he listened to music 
played by no earthly hands, but by ce
lestial bodies.

Light rays are the media of bringing 
the communication with the stars Into 
Professor Albertson’s hands. From the 
new invention, musiq, the original melo
dies and harmonies of the stars, may be 
extracted, as well as other sounds no 
mortal ever heard before. Not only 
this may be accomplished, but the light 
rays from the sun, the moon, or from 
the remotest Visible Star In space may 
be utilized so as to play the music of 
mortal composers. "

"It Ib a scientific fact,” said Profes
sor Albertson to-day, "that a light ray 
falling upon the surface of a small pol
ished steel plate, tor,example, will pro
duce a tone.

“About tone being produced from a 
light ray falling on a polished steel 
plate—this is inaudible, however, un
less the platd is inserted into an elec
tric circuit also containing a micro
phone or telephone .ear-piece. This is 
the principle underlying my invention.

“The sounds and music transmitted 
from the various planets tell different 
stories. For instance, when the instru
ment is aimed at Arcturus sounds of 
contrast are heard. At first It sounded 
to me like an ear-splitting hurricane; 
then like the roar of a thousand Niag
aras; then seething like Uie melodious, 
low whispering, exquisitely soft sing
ing, a low, lingering sound.

"Sirius, or the planets above, I would 
judge from the Instrument to be in a 
state of despair. Hideous noises, un
earthly in their weird horror, like 
mournful spirits In agony, bereft of all 
eternal happiness, come from this celes
tial region. The sounds of shrieking, 
nerve-racking disharmony remind one, 
as near as I can give an earthly com
parison, of the insane in a madhouse. 

.. “There are brighter stare, which sing 
sweet music, and make one think by 
contrast of worlds full of angels.

“One would naturally think that the 
more powerful the light ray, the better 
the musical result, but this Is not bo. 
The far-away fixed star Is the one that 
produces the sweetest tones. This I 
believe to be due to the noninterference 
of the reflected light from the invisible, 
planets revolving about the sun.

"The brighter the star, the less pure 
and clear the tones. When the instru
ment is played upon by the blazing sun
light a million noises, due to reflected 
light from this and other planets, un
doubtedly spoil-the music entirely.”

I feel the impression of the spiritual 
forces to-day to write something in re
gard to mediumship. I consider any 
phase ot mediumship a gift from tha 
Divine Power that rules all people. 
There are of course, many degrees of 
power in each phase; and as for there 
being any one on this earth planet that 
can, for any consideration, impart to 
you a gift that only comes from the un
seen, it is to mo not to be thought of. 
Of course I can only speak from actual 
experience.

Even when one has the gifts of medi
umship within themselves they must 
study and develop that latent power, 
else it will never be brought to the sur
face. Tiiere are many ways that a per
son will discover the gifts of the spirit 
that lie dormant. I can only speak of 
the way I found mine, and when we 
grow or develop into a knowledge of 
these things we will be sure they are 
given to us by a power not of earth.

Not often does any gift of medium
ship manifest itself suddenly, and with
out a desire or a working or studying 
to attain some gift. A great many peo
ple are mediumistic, but the power is so 
small it will only be discerned by a me
dium; while the person will have 
dreams that always mean something, 
and impressions that if followed will be 
good. Such a person will never develop 
into a medium. They simply have not 
the gifts of the spirit as a medium must 
have to be successful. And no matter

At 2 p. m„ the convention was again 
called to order, and the business of the 
forenoon continued. Lyceum work was 
discussed at length, and many points 
brought out showing the benefit of be
ginning with the children in teaching 
Spiritualism. Mr?. Major Bitters, of 
Rochester, said that the present pros
perous condition of their society was 
due to the interest taken by the younger 
people who were educated In tlie ly
ceum. Mrs. B. W. Sprague gave sev
eral examples of children brought up In 
the Sunday-schools, where tiiere were 
no Iyceums, who remained with tho 
church Instead of embracing tlie relig
ion of their parents, showing that tho 
teachings received in childhood have a 
more lasting impression than those re
ceived in after years.

Several members spoke of the great 
need of a simpler form or leaflet for the 
use of the younger children, also of a 
card or booklet to be used as prizes for 
best attendance. It was also suggested 
that the convention pass resolutions 
whicn are to go to tbe N. 8. A., making 
the lyceum a part of the work, and that 
universal literature be adopted.

The superintendents who were to be 
appointed by the Incoming president, 
were to be instructed to organize ly
ceums in every society.

At 7 p. m. tlie following program was 
rendered: Music by the congregation; 
invocation by Dr. Gardiner Haines, An
derson; solo by Mrs. Flora Russell, Al
liance, Ohio; lecture (20 minutes )by E. 
W. Sprague, Jamestown, N. Y., N. S. A. 
missionary; violin solo by Miss Ureth 
Mosher, Anderson; lecture (20 min- 
utea) Harrison D. Barrett; music by the 
Temple choir; spirit messages (20 min
utes) by Mrs. E. W. Sprague; music, 
Temple choir; spirit messages (20 min
utes) by Dr. Julia M. Walton, Jackson, 
Mich.; benediction by Thomas W. 
Smith, Anderson.

Saturday morning, Feb. 27, tlie various

how long they sit for development, or 
how much they desire to be given some 
gift, or what great medium tells them 
they can be developed for so many dol
lars, they can not. I heard ot one good

committees brought in their reports, 
and the constitution and by-laws were 
adopted.

The credential committee reported 
tliat tiiere were 48 delegates present 
and 23 societies represented in tbo 
state. The convention Instructed the 
Incoming president to appoint one SU

patient sister that prayed for fifteen perintendent for each congressional dis-
years for some gift of the spirit, and she 
was rewarded. Sho has just lately 
gone to the new world and I am glad 
sho was so faithful.

When a medium (the first one I ever

trict; or where there was not much 
work to be done one superintendent 
should have charge of more than ono 
district. Tho duty of these superin
tendents is to organize societies and ly-

heard talk) told me I would write Im- ceums, and encourage and strengthen

NEVER DESPAIR.

Fight your way on through each storm 
and privation;

Make of each barrier a power to up
lift; -

E’en as the vine in its dark desolation 
Throws out its arms to .'each bright 

sunny rift,.
Malting a ladder of weed and of bush,.

Up which, to heaven it may struggle 
, and push. . V

Fight your way on through each grief 
and. each burden; ■ ■ ’

Sweet are the blossoms which pa- 
tlence unfolds;

Tltae in Its- of chives guards safely thy 
guerdon; : ' •

Tighten thy tendrils which faith 
sweetly holds.- .

Dark though the day be, and darker tlie 
night, • ‘

Never a darkness but1 yielded to 
light. —Katharine H. Terry.

“Astral Worship." By J/H. Hill, M.
D, For sale at thia office. Prlco 5V .

Tolstoi and Principle.
Among all the socialists, and those

who voice the discontent of the op
pressed, perhaps none has occupied a 
larger share of public attention. Born 
to high estate and affluence, the owner 
of vast estates, whereon the people re
mained serfs in all but the name he has 
posed as their champion, and masquer
aded in peasants’ coarse attire. The 
attire was a sham, revealing his char
acter, for underneath he always re
tained the finest raiment. He has writ
ten many books, mostly of highly relig
ious tone, and has continuously pro
tested against , war. He had no more
love for one nation than another, 
were not all mankind brothers?

Now comes the exposure of his 
tensions and sham, philanthropy, 
is seized with, patriotism which

for

pre- 
He 
be-

fools the peasant to shout himself 
hoarse for th^' czar, and gives a thou
sand copies of’his Epoks, to be sold for 
benefit of thb soldiers, engaged in the 
far East in miirdcrlng the Japanese. 
Tolstoi has not forgotten that he was in 
his youth a spidi.er." His blood tingles 
in his veins da he’ recalls the days in 
the field. HE foils Vo Bee that he con
fesses to the (vvortd his hypercritical 
pretensions by, contributing to the war 
fund, for should he.’xiot give with equal 
measure to tne Japanese if they ore 
brothers? rf/ps a ,’patriot. after all, 
with a narro^ love for his barbarous 
country and ita barbarous laws, and 
would assist Jt in ‘ its injustice.

Such Messages Reeve-a Nuisance.
To the Editor!—Mrs. Folsom is being 

annoyed continually by statements 
from alleged mediums-that Mr. Folsom 
is communicating with them, and send
ing all kinds of ■soul-harrowing state
ments purporting to1 come froin him. 
Please say to your readers that Mr. Fol
som told his wifi an hour before bls 
transition, that his first communication 
would be to her None, and three times 
since his death hfs blvn ■ guides have 
told us that he wta not yet able to com
municate at all;?, and it is Mro. Fol
som's special request that all such cor
respondence sliaff cease. Mrs. Folsom 
desires'to thahlt’oll1'true friends for 
their expressions of sympathy to; her. in 
her awful bereavement ,

C.W. STEWART.

presslonably some day, I laughed at 
him. When the "white-winged messen
ger” came to call one of my loved ones 
to the beautiful sunlit land, I began to 
study on these things. I studied and 
pondered for four long months, and had 
about fifty years of experience, but I re
ceived my reward and to me it is glori
ous! Death was for me the beginning 
of my “gifts ot the spirit,” yet I had all 
the gifts within my spiritual self, but 
my earthly self had not till then met 
the conditions; and I often explain it in 
this wise. There was a veil between 
my earthly and spiritual vision, and by 
prayer, desire and study, it was torn 
away.

Not every one is brought to a con
sciousness of this power as I was, each 
must be taught in the way best suited 
to them to bring forth the latent power 
or gifts. To me the gifts of medium
ship are sacred In a way. I know the 
Power that gave to me my gifts of the 
spirit and knowing so well how strong 
that power Is in dealing with earthly 
people, I am at a loss to understand how 
any one can claim to be a medium, and 
live a life entirely given to the flesh. 
There will be grave charges against 
such mediums some day, I fear. You 
cannot advocate mediumship, and hold 
Spiritualism up before the world as the 
very best religion of the age, and be li
centious, Impure, untruthful, unchari
table, full of malice, use tobacco, gam
ble, drink, swear and do a great many 
other things that some people think do 
not matter because you believe in "spir
its,” and when you die you won’t go to 
hell. . ' ■

I could not think much of a medium, 
whose leading spirit, or "control,” as 
some prefer, would allow them to In
dulge in those things that only tend to 
drag the spiritual part of mankind 
down, and also ruin the earthly body for 
a happy earth life.

I talked with a medium once, who 
said when he first began in his medium
istic career, his leading spirit made 
him throw his tobacco away and for 
years he was not.allowed to use it, and 
had no desire to, but by and by he be
gan again. He said his first control 
was too good. I am sure the last one 
was too bad to be allowed to control 
any one.

But we govern these things ourselves. 
At least, bo It seems to me; like at
tracts like, you know, and if we choose 
things degrading, and develop some of 
the gifts of mediumship, and have in 
our spirit no desire to live a good pure 
life, we will draw around us spiritual 
people just like we are.

I believe any gift of mediumship, is 
given to uplift and better humanity. 
And I cannot understand how any one 
having any gift of the spirit should de
cry mediumship. To me, it is the path
way that leads me to the ones I love 
and ofttlmes so long to see, and I often 
think If I were to lose the gifts of the 
spirit that I claim, the brightness and 
sweetness would depart from my life 
and I would be most miserable; and I 
believe were I to use' the gifts that God 
has so graciously given me for an evil 
purpose they would be taken away. We 
have many desires in this world but it 
seems to me that my greatest desire is 
to keep my spirit as white and as free 
from stain as I can. And as we live 
here so will our spirits grow; live in 
light, our spirits will grow in light; live 
in darkness and our spirits are dead to 
the light beyond. -

May each one that reads these lines 
send forth the vibration of “higher life” 
while yet Wo live In our earthly bodies. 
Greeting I send you.

MADAME ROBERTS. '
The Dalles, Oregon. .

Temporal’ laws rather punish men

tion was due to the untiring efforts o( 
this well known missionary and hia 
wife, aud also to Mr. Barrett whose 
ability as a parliamentarian and pre
siding officer is known to Spiritualists 
all over tbe United States. Mr. Bar
rett’s lectures are always full of inspira
tion that appeals to each and everyone 
who is permitted to listen to him, and 
fills ub with a desire to strive still hard
er to bring out any good that may be 
in ub. His beautiful word pictures al
ways give us some good thoughts to 
Jake home with us and make us feel 
the better for having heard him.

Mrs. Sprague and Dr. Julia Walton, 
with their spirit messages, brought com
fort to many hearts, and with such 
earnest workers as these, the success of 
the convention was assured.

The afternoon and evening pro
grams were as follows: At 2 p. m.. Mu
sic by congregation; invocation by 
Thos W. Smith; solo by Mrs. Flora Rus
sell; lecture (20 minutes) by H. D. Bar
rett; music by Temple choir; lecture 
(20 minutes) by Dr. Julia M. Walton; 
spirit messages (20 minutes) by Dr. 
Julia Walton; music by congregation; 
spirit messages (20 minutes) by Mrs. 
E. W. Sprague; benediction by Dr. Gar
diner Haines.

At 7 p. m., Music by congregation; in
vocation by Dr. Gardiner Haines; muBlo 
by Temple choir; violin solo by Misu 
Ureth Mosher; lecture (20 minutes) by 
E. W. Sprague; solo by Miss Hazel 
Wertz; lecture (20 minutes) by H. D. 
Barrett; solo by Mrs. Flora Russell;: 
spirit messages (20 minutes) by Mrs. 
E. W. Sprague; music by the E. Z. Man
dolin Club; spirit messages (20 min
utes) by E. W. Sprague; benediction.

In closing this convention a vote ot 
thanks was tendered first to the mem
bers of the Madison Avenue Society for 
the use of their temple; to the choir 
and musicians for their beautiful mu
sic; and to the press of the city for Ils 
kindly, unprejudiced and fair treatment, 
and for tho notices given of tiie conven
tion; and to the citizens of Anderson 
for the entertainment of tlie delegates.

CARRIE 11. MONG, Sec’y.
415 S. Franklin Street, Al uncle, Ind.

him mt
SICK AND

INFIRM MEDIUMS

societies that are weak, and urge all lo
cals to become members of the state as
sociation. it was also decided that any 
local society holding a charter from the 
N. S. A. could become a member of the 
state association free of charge, pro
vided they are in good standing in the 
N. S. A., and have relinquished their 
charter to the N. S. A.

It was decided tliat the Incoming 
president of the state association be 
one of tbe delegates to the N. S. A., 
and the others to be chosen by the 
board, and each local society to choose 
its own.

At 2 p. m, the convention elected the 
following officers:

President—Mr. E. A. Schram, Peru, 
Ind.

First vice-president—Mrs. Elizabeth 
■L. Williamson, Richmond. -

Second vice-president—Mr. Charles 
A. Gaines, Anderson.

Secretary—Mrs. Carrie H. Mong, 
Muncie.

Treasurer—Mrs. Lou Schwennessen, 
Muncie.

Trustees—Mrs. Margaert Miller, Roch
ester; Mr. W. S. Woods, Kokomo; Mr. 
J. H. York, Peru; Mr. J. B. Foster, El
wood. ■ a .

Mr. John Congdon, Justice of the 
peace, of Seymour, Ind., administered 
the oath ot office, and President Barrett 
introduced to the convention the newly- 
elected officers of the Indiana State As
sociation of Spiritualists.

The business of the convention being 
completed, it adjourned to meet one 
year hence, at such place as the board 
may designate, notice to be given 
three months prior to time of meeting, 
if possible. -

Saturday evening at 7 o’clock the fol
lowing programme was rendered: Mu
sic by congregation; Invocation by E. 
W. Sprague; solo by Miss Hazel Wertz, 
Anderson; lecture (20 minutes) by 
Thomas W. Smith, Anderson; music by 
Temple choir; lecture (20 minutes) by 
Harrison D. Barrett; solo by Mrs. 
Flora Russell, Alliance, Ohio; spirit 
messages (20 minutes). Dr. Julia M. 
Walton, Jackson, Mich.; music by Tem
ple choir; spirit messages (20 minutes) 
by Mrs. C. A. Sprague; benediction by 
Dr. Gardiner Haines, Anderson, Ind.

Sunday, Feb. 28 at 10 a. m., the ser
vices were opened by congregational 
singing, and an invocation by Dr. Gard
iner Haines, of Anderson. This was fol
lowed by a conference consisting of five- 
minute speeches by the delegates and 
any others who desired to express 
themselves.

Miss Flora Hardin, of Anderson, for 
so many years secretary of the Camp 
Chesterfield Association gave a very In
teresting talk, and In the course of her 
remarks spoke of the necessity of read
ing the different Spiritualist papers that 
we might knov the why and wherefore 
of the phenomena and the philosophy of 
Spiritualism. Sho asked all those who 
were subscribers to either of the papers 
to raise their hands, and Mr. Barrett 
and Mr. Sprague remarked that there 
was the greatest number taking the pa
pers, in proportion to the size of the 
audience, that they had ever known.

Ono very noticeable feature, and one 
that we feel quite proud of, was -the per
fect harmony which prevailed through 
the whole convention; all questions that 
arose were discussed in the most friend
ly way possible, and opinions were ex
changed without the slightest discord. 
Mr. Barrett; Mr. Sprague, and Dr. Julia 
Walton and others who have been In 
the work for years, qaid that it was tho 
most harmonious convention they had 
ever attended. ■ ■

From a financial, as well as from a 
spiritual standpoint, the convention was 
a pronounced success, and our pros
pects for tho future are very promising. 
We attribute our financial success

when they have transgressed than form largely to Mr, Sprague, who has a na- 
(them to bo such as transgress seldom- tlonal reputation in inis way; and, In 

-. fact, the success; of the entire conven-est-—Milton.

FROM THE N. S. A. HEADQUARTERS, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. - -

List of Contributors—Sympathetic and 
Tender Hearts Touched—Concerning 
Law Against Mediums.
To tlie Editor:—1 am now ready to 

make my first report of progress, in tlie 
matter of collecting from the Spiritual
ists at large the sum of one thousand 
dollars by the first of June, that we may 
secure the other thousand dollars that 
bus been generously promised to the N. 
S. A. tor the Mediums’ Relief Fund. As 
has been before stated, the National As
sociation is paying seven mediums the 
sum of twelve dollars a month, each, to
wards their support; we would be glad 
to extend tlie list to take in many more 
who uro in need of aid, but not till the 
fund increases can this be done, Dur
ing the present week, we added another 
aged medium, a resident of this city, to 
the list. This beneficiary is eighty-two. 
years of age and lias no one to look to 
for aid but the N. S. A. This would 
have made the eighth on our list in ad
dition to the complete support of Dr. 
Slade; hut we have just learned of tlie 
transition of one of our pensioners, Mrs. 
Kendall, of Massachusetts, and we have 
to-day lorwardod the sum needed tor 
the burial of her remains. Thus the 
good work is going on. Our beneficia
ries are grateful and appreciative, and 
we feel that we are not only blessing 
them, but that everyone who contrib
utes to this work is also blessed by it.

Some of tlie letters we receive with 
tlie contributions to this fund are beau
tiful. One elderly lady, who Is herself 
an inmate of an "Old Ladles’ Home,” 
wrote, that in sending ten dollars to the 
fund, she felt it a privilege; that she 
would send more, but all Bbe has left Is 
a sum to bear the expense ot cremating 
her body when the spirit takes its flight.

Another aged friend, now ninety-four 
years old, who has a home with her rel
atives, sent us the only three dollars 
she had, saying she could put it to ne 
better use than to have some poor me
dium benefited by it. A gentleman In 
a Home in Pennsylvania, sent his dollar 
with a good word for the work. Sweet 
little Alice sent fifty cents for herself 
and “Precious,” and wrote, "I sold my 
chicken for 23 cents, and put that in 
with Uie money.” Surely these souls 
must be blessed with good thoughts and 
happy dreams, who have unselfishly 
done what they could; to one and all, 
we send our hearty thanks. Our con
tributing list stands as follows:

Friend in Old Lad’es’ Home, $10; 
Chas. Bolton, $10; Helen A. Haddox, 
$10; Thomas C. Smith, $15; J. R. Fran
cis, $5; T. B. Wait, $5; Harmony Circle, 
South Buffalo, $5; Wm. Schroeder, $5; 
A Friend, Hamburgh, Iowa, $5; E. W. 
Brooks, $5; Geo. Seifert, $5; Mrs. P. E. 
M. Dunn, $5; S. A. George, $5; Samuel 
J. Day or Way, $5;, Mrs. A. J. Mintun, 
$5; Mrs. M. B. Sprague, $3; Mrs. E. J. 
Woodward, $2; S. A. Tallmadge, $2; 
John H. Kramer, $2; Lucy W. Houghton, 
$1.50; Mrs. Nettle Johnson, $1.60; A 
Friend, $1; Julia Bunker, $1; August 
Kleine, $1; Chas. Holkirk, $1; Mrs. A. 
C. Headley, $1; Arthur Peiffer, $1; T. C. 
Millard, $1; Mrs. S. S. Rockhill, $1; E. 
Hughes, $1; A. J. Brooks, $1; Mrs. T. L. 
Schneitzer, $1; Mrs. C. H. J. Bowen, $1; 
Geo. L. Ralston, $1; David Frollck, $1; 
C. H. Phelps, $1; A Friend, Providence, 
R. L, $1; Abner Sisson, $1; John Lynch, 
$1; Alice and Precious, 50 cents; A 
Friend, 50 cents; Mrs. Speck, 25 cents; 
E. Bsorclous, 25 cents; Two Friends, 15 
cents.

Mrs. Zoller and Mrs. Williams, two ot 
our good mediums of Washington, with 
other talent, gave a public benefit for 
the Mediums’ Fund, at Wonn’s Hall, 
March 10, from which we realized the 
sum of $12.13; this sum added to the 
amount ot foregoing contributions 
makes a total of $138.78.

We are greatly encouraged, and we 
feel that it all who can, will Bend ac
cording to their means, and it other me
diums in different cities and towns, will 
also hold a benefit seance or meeting 
for this fund, that the required sum ot 
one thousand dollars will be In our 
treasury by tlie last of May. Please, 
friends, do not delay, but send your con
tributions on as soon as possible. Mr. 
Ralston, whose donation appears in our 
list, sends a dollar.each monte for the 
mediums’ Fund; the one noted is the 
first from him since the thousand-dollar 
collection was started.

Now cqncorning the recent statement 
of a law to drive mediums from Wash
ington, our legitimate mediums are not 
molested, nor do they fear; they are 
pursuing their work as formerly, nor 
will they be troubled. The new law is 
to reach the sharpers whose doings are 
nefarious, and who are no part of Spir
itualism and its works; .one or two have 
been run out ot town, and all decent 
people aro glad that they have gone.

MARY T. LONGLEY,
N. S. A. Secretary.

GOO Pennsylvania avenue S. E., Washing 
I ton,D. CL ">C



Ninoly-Svo per cent of all cases of aeafnoM

GOD SENDS NO MAN OUTER
passes through the

Grant, and myself.

KATE R. STILES
Account of Some Remarkable Phe-

good nomena.

question bm

honest investigators expose

and

A VERY SUGGESTIVE WORK.

or genuine,

EXPOSE THE
FRAUD THAT IS HANGING ON TO

LEECH,

VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES.
j! New Editton, Profusely Illustrated.

CoxTBjrrei

of evil spirits.

ESOTERIC LESSONS
Leroy, Hl.

fey Delphi Pearl'Wedding.Chimes.

Maine March 1st, and message

'Love—Sox—Iminorl IBy Dr.
For sale .at thin office.

ances were fraudulent, 
proven to be fraudulent

thou Bhalt
Edited and

large number of honest investiga- 
can be found all over the country 
have attended seances held to re-

'A Conversation 
“A Pleasure in

W. P. Phelan. 
Price 25 cents.

“tbe Sago ai 
j:” “Tbo Mi

under the charge made b; 
Psychological Crime?' Tt

been any, pr many 
proven genuine?

IF A DESIRE TO

'The White Bun,” a Satirical Roman:

, cases come 
। “The Great 
it charge in-

father pos-

compiled by Giles 13. Stebbins. Cloth. SI.

what the slow progress
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attended one of Mr. Cobb’s notable
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found upon the returned slates related 
to his journey. It was as follows:

“We all wish you a successful jour
ney. This is from all members of your 
band (33). Ever and always the same, 
Wakagan, Chief.” '
. ESTHER VAUGHAN GRANT! ' 

355 Charlotte St., Norfolk, Va,
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the room from where we

ways. I have

•beo;" “Tho

happiness comes only through 
acts.

Now I take it for granted that 
is no one who will dispute tliat

This Is one of the Ways they take to 
prove to their earth (riends that they 
yet live. ■
• I have seen hundreds of such forms, 
and often seen the whole process, from 
a small quantity of Vapory looking sub
stance to a fully developed form. I 
have seen and embraced in my arms 
the form of my father who looked as 
natural as he did during the last years 
of hls life, and talked with him. I have 
seen forms come up through the floor, 
talk awhile, and then sink back, I have 
seen spirit forms while being held in 
the arms of a friend go out like a flash 
of lightning. My spirit friends have 
come to me in materialized form many 
times, and at widely separated places. 
Their conversation at such times has 
been so Intelligent and consistent that 
there could be no possibility of doubt of 
tlielr identity.

On the 13th of March, 1890, at a pri
vate seance in San Francisco, the form 
of a beautiful young female material
ized in the room right before me. She 
shook hands with me, told me who she 
was and that she was an ancient, hav
ing lived 2,000 years ago, and was my 
guide. Since then 1 have seen and 
talked with her, often In full material
ized and ethereallzed form, and held 
communion with her through every 
phase known to Spiritualism. 1 am al
most as well acquainted with her to-day 
as I am-wlth my own family, though she 
lived in the age of Pericles in the city 
of Athens, Greece. ”

I have two fine spirit portraits of her 
now hanging in my seance room, both 
of which were taken by the Bangs Sis
ters. The first one was taken by their 
spirit artist, and shows her in her earth 
form. The last one, taken last August, 
was produced by my guide’s own artist 
and shows her as a spirit among the 
clouds. This picture is four by six feet, 
and is a rare gem. These portraits 
were taken in my presence, in broad 
day light, and without tiie use of brush 
or pencil or aid of mortal hands.

I also obtained a fine spirit portrait 
of an illustrious American whose name 
1b not necessary to mention, which also 
hangs in my seance room.

I have engaged Mrs. S. E. Pemberton, 
the trumpet medium,Tate of Blooming
ton, how of Peoria, Ill,, to hold a seance 
once a month in my house. She 1b the 
best trumpet medium that I know. TheUi ere 

these
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talk
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By WATSON HESTON.

This work Incluues "Personified Un
thinkable*," "First Lessons lu Reality,” 
and “A Tour Through tho Zodiac.” 
This Is an interesting production of oc
cult thought and will well repay careful 
study and meditation by all occultists. 
Price, Cloth, $1.50. For sale at thia 
office.

SUCKING THE LIFE. BLOOD FROM 
IT, DISQUALIFIES ONE FOR PRO
DUCING GOOD CONDITIONS, THEN 
DOWN WITH THAT KIND OF A SE
ANCE. THEY ARE THE CAUSE OF 
OUR DISGRACE.

If Spiritualists ever expect to have 
any moral or social standing with the 
masses, they must be the ones who ex
pose the fraud; they are the ones who 
should, do the grabbing of those who 
are trying to personate spirits, for the 
purpose of deceiving those present, and 
lead them to the Tight, and hold them 
up to the contempt of all good Spiritual
ists, and not leave it for outsiders to 
do; then try to excuse the medium and 
call the one who exposes the fraud a 
contemptible fraud hunter.

It is better for the cause to break up 
a half dozen genuine seances than let 
one fraudulent medium go unexposed. 
There are two ways in which Spiritual
ism can gain a respectable social stand
ing In community—one is to expose all 
fraud perpetrated In spiritual seances. 
This can only be done by turning on 
light when least expected by the me
dium. There need be no fears of hurt
ing thexmedium if their manifestations 
are genuine; if not genuine you may 
hurt their feelings, but you will help 
the cause more than enough to com
pensate for that ■

The other method and the one I would 
recommend (It being attended with less 
trouble and hard feelings), is for Spir
itualists to refuse to attend any dork 
seance where an ' admittance fee is 
charged, and recommend no medium 
whose seances are not held under the 
strictest test conditions. It is the next 
thing to impossible to get strictly test 
conditions in a dark seance; therefore I 
would let the unbelievers attend the 
dark seances If they choose, but would 
advise Spiritualists to remain In tho 
light. .
. The time perhaps was when' dark se-

By No Means Until “AOTINA* 
Was Discovered. %

HEAVEN AND HELL ABE PRESENT 
CONDITIONS. THEY BEGIN HERB, 
BUT THEY DO NOT END THERE. 
“HEAVEN MEANS CHARACTER." 
WE SHALL ENJOY AS MUCH HEAV
EN AS WE HAVE FITTED OUR
SELVES TO ENJOY. AND WE ARB 
STORING UP IN OUR LIVES FUEL 
FOR THE EVERLASTING BURNINGS.

objects are good, therefore it is evident 
that ft Is not in Uie first count that it 
has failed.

Now let us look at tbe second: They 
must satisfy tho inquiring people that 
they are honest. Have they done It? 
It seems to me there can be but ono 
answer to this question, and tliat is NO. 
There are very few communities in tills 
country that have not been VICTIM
IZED DY FRAUDULENT AND UN
PRINCIPLED MEDIUMS, AND SOME 
OF THE GROSSEST OUTRAGES 
HAVE BEEN COMMITTED BY THEM. 
I recall an Instance where a physical 
medium was engaged by a spiritual so
ciety to lecture, and teach morals and 

cr_oponnd the glorious doctrines of 
Spiritualism, that hud to be ordered 
out of town by the mayor before he had 
finished hls engagement, for obscene 
and outrageous conduct. Hundreds of 
fraudulent mediums all over the coun
try have been exposed, who were re
ceiving the patronage and moral sup
port of Spiritualists, and I am sorry to 
say that most of them have been ex
posed by outsiders when it should have 
been the duly of organized Spiritualism 
to do It. While Spiritualists wait for

Having had a Berles of rather unique 
spirtual seances In our home circle this 
Winter, it may be of Interest to the 
readers of Tho Progressive Thinker if 
a few of the strangest experiences were 
related.

Our seances were composed of only 
three members: my father, Captain 
Zenas Vaughan, my husband, J. W.

middle ear, removing the catarrhal obstructions 
as It passes through the tubes, and loosens up 
tho bonus (hammer, anvil aud stirrup) lu tho 
Inner oar, making them respond to the slight
est vibration of sound. Actins has never tailed 
to cure ringing noises In the head. We have 
known people troubled wltli this distressing 
symptom for years to be completely cured tn 
only throe weeks' use of Aeltna. Actlua also 
cures asthma, bronchitis, sore throat, weak 
lungs, colds and headache; all of which are di
rectly or Indirectly duo to catarrh. Actlua Is 
sent on trial postpaid. Write us about your 
case. We give advice free, and positive proof 
of cures. A valuable book -Professor Wilson's 
l#0 page Dictionary of Disease, Free. Address 
New York & London Electric Association, Dop. 
I* *29 Walnut Street, Kansas City. Mo.

meetings in Boston. It was made up of 
variety, both In attendance, talent, and 
mediumship; and I think did a good 
work and led many from darkness to 
light. Among the various mediums that 
Illustrated their gifts, I was especially 
impressed with the clean-cut, definite, 
and evidently correct Intelligence mani
fested by the medial agency of Kate R. 
Styles. Since that time I have fre
quently noted accounts of her good 
works and the first Impression was al
ways present in my consciousness to 
give added Interest to what I read ot 
her. Within the past eight years I have 
several times met her In a casual way, 
and at Buffalo last January, I had'the 
pleasure ot hearing her from the plat
form at the First Spiritual Church, at 
the meeting bed under the auspices ot 
the New York State Association. This 
time It was not messages, or psychic 
readings; but a vigorous, Inspired and 
inspiring speech—“short and sweet,” 
and rich in soulful expression and spir
itual vitality.

Such a speech of ten minutes Is worth 
more than ten years of dawdling self
adulation, and pointless common
places without soul or sense, which fre
quently Impose upon spiritual audi
ences. I like solid logic, enthused with 
a sincere love of truth and desire to do 
good to the people. But I can endure 
limping logic, better than soulless, self
ish, Indifference, seasoned with vanity 
and evident insincerity.

Early in February, 1904, while resting 
and waiting for blizzards to forget their 
evil designs upon the town, I was made 
decidedly comfortable and cordially 
welcome at the hospitable *home of 
Chas. H. Swift, 150 Elizabeth street, 
Utica, N. Y., and then the good fates, or 
the stars, or the independent free will 
of an accident, alias a chance, brought 
Mrs. K. R. Stiles to the same house, 
and for several days she ministered to 
the spiritual needs of the house, and 
some seekers from without, who were 
attracted to her sphere, and gathered 
around the social and spiritual altar, 
and were fed with celestial manna, 
and blessed. There is such self-evident 
sincerity in Mrs. Stiles' manner, tangl^ 
ble in her atmosphere, such simplicity 
and evident truthfulness, that no one 
seems to question that what they re-

mlddle oar. The air pas
sages become cloggod by 
catarrhal deposits, stop
plug the action ot the vt 
Oratory bones. Until these 
deposits aru removed a 
cure Is impossible. The in
ner oar cannot bo reached 
by probing or spraying, 
hence tho inability of au- 
rises or physicians to cure. 
Ear drums are worse than 
useless. That there is a 
scientific euro for deafness 
aud catarrh is demonstrat
ed every day by the use of 

1 Actlua. The vapor current 
generated in tbe Actlua 
Eustachian tubes Into theDARKNESS AND THE BOTTOMLESS 

PIT. And God compels no man to en
ter heaven and find life. He made us 
men with a mind and conscience. He 
loved us and sent Ills Son to save us 
from sin. We behove in hls love; we 
put away pur Bins; we choose life and 
heaven as ours because we have 
chosen heaven and are living in heaven.

What are we doing to make heaven 
in the earth? Are we making it easier 
for others to do right? Are we helping 
by our example? Are we putting away 
the evil and seeking the good?

results we get are simply sublimo. My 
spirit friends come And talk through the 
trumpet in clear, loud ^nd distinct 
voice. They tell me they will come in 
materialized form lyhen I get a ma
terializing medium, and tliat they could 
easily do so through Mrs. Pemberton, 
it she would allow herself to pass under 
control, which she will not do, prefer
ring to confine herself strictly to her 
trumpet work. I built my seance room 
under tho direction of my guide, espe
cially the materializing cabinet.

to sprinkle their pavements with 
liquors to tempt all passersby. There 
are saloonkeepers' who ore trying to 
create the appetite in young boys and I 
could tell of too many instances where 
they have succeeded.

HEAVEN MEANS CHARACTER.

This Is tbe author's posthumous worn 
left In MS. to a lew of hls private pu
pils In occultism, and like Volume I. la 
(a valuable addition and) a library on 
occult subjects. Spiritual astrology la 
especially elaborated. Alchemy, Talis
mans, the Magic Wand, Symbolism, 
Correspondence, Penetralia, etc., are a 
few of tho subjects treated of In • 
scholarly and masterly manner, show
ing the author to be familiar with hls 
subjects. You cannot afford to be with
out It, as well ns all his other books, 
viz.: Tbe Light of Egypt, Vol. 1., bound 
in cloth, $2; paper, $1. Tho Light of 
Egypt, Vol. IL, bound In cloth only, $2, 
Celestial Dynamics, cloth, $1. j

celve spirit communications, which 
were attended by Spiritualists, and 
given financial support by them, that 
were proven to be frauds. If honest in- 
ve’stlgators are Invited to attend spir
itual seances, by Spiritualists, and they 
prove to be frauds, the only reasonable 
.conclusion that they can come to (In 
the absence of other evidence) is that 
the whole phenomena are fraudulent, 
and the result is bad for the cause. I 
know many Spiritualists will say they 
ought not to condemn all because one 
proves fraudulent, that you find black 
sheep in most flocks, that all religious 
organizations have frauds among them, 
but no one presumes to condemn them 
all on account of that one bad one. Why 
Should It be different with Spiritualistic

Organizations?
Dishonest people can not always bo 

detected, and may be received into good 
society, because they were supposed to 
bo honest, but if they are proved other
wise, tiie whole society should not be 
condemned for the action of this one, 
for tl>e society could not possibly have 
known life character at the time they 
received him. But with the phenomena 
of Spiritualism it is different; there is 
no sense nor excuse for Spiritualists up
holding and supporting fraudulent me
diums, and thereby bringing disgrace 
upon the whole cause. Spiritualists 
can- and should rid themselves of this 
malignant tumor, which 1b eating tho 
very life out of their organization. 
These fraudulent mediums have so dis
graced the cause that at tho present 
day Spiritualists have no social stand
Ing among tho bettor classes. Thou- 
sends who believe In tho fundamental

ances were a necessity, but that day 
has passed aud Spiritualists can well 
afford to dispense with them In order 
io shut out tho fraud which they are 
'supporting, to the disgrace of Spiritual
ism. One to be convinced of truth ot 
Spiritualism in a dark seance of the 
ordinary kind, must be endowed With 
blind faith equal to that required to be
lieve in the divine revelation of the 
Bible.

All physical phenomena that could 
possibly be produced lu any other way 
than by departed spirits, should be rele
gated from the practice of mediums who 
are under the auspices of organized 
Spiritualism. When Spiritualists re
fuse to patronize dark seances or light 
ones not under strictly test conditions, 
and warn the public to look out for 
fraud in them, thousands ot pretended 
mediums will be thrown out of employ
ment, and will be found thereafter 
either in the kitchen or the coal mine, 
and Spiritualism will be elevated to the 
front ranks of the reasonable, rational 
and respected religions of the world.

It is the sacred duty of all good Spir
itualists to expose fraud as far as lies 
in their power, and . more especially 
when it is found in the ranks of Spirit
ualism, and whoever exposes a fraudu
lent medium confers a lasting benefit to 
the cause, The time has now arrived 
when organized Spiritualism should 
put forth every effort to purge itself 
of the frauds that have so disgraced it. 
It is to be hoped that the time Is near 
at hand when no fraudulent mediums 
will be allowed to creep in under the 
protection of organized Spiritualism. It 
Is better tliat all phenomena be dis
pensed with than to support fraud in 
any degree.

I hope all good Spiritualists will come 
to feel that it is tlielr duty to rally 
around and protect only the honest and 
true, and lend their support to no 
fraudulent mediums. This course can 
only be pursued by requiring the most 
rigid test conditions of all mediums. 
You con not be too particular about it; 
be os careful as you may, you are liable 
to be deceived, for some of these frauds 
it seems are liable to deceive the very 
elect. Organized Spiritualism should 
be the embodiment of wisdom, honor, 
virtue and truth, with all the rubbish 
eliminated.

Will you help make it so?
JAMES L. DOW, 

Manhattan, Kas.

neither slate pencils or crumbs of pen
cils were placed between them. The 
writing was always exquisitely done, 
and finer than the finest of pen work; 
the lines were as straight as those 
upon ruled paper, and the style of pen
manship was pretty and distinct. Every 
word revealed the unseen. My angel 
mother wrote one night a poem of four 
verses, of rare beauty both in expres
sion and sentiment. At another time an 
Indian maiden came back to relate to 
us her experiences on entering the 
spirit world. For three days, she said, 
she stood In spirit beside her mother in 
the earth plane, and In terrible an
guish, trying In vain to make her 
mother recognize her. She said Mr. 
Grant’s mother (who has been many 
years in the world of spirit) found her, 
and took her to her spirit home, and 
helped her. "Me look for a personal 
God, and me no find him," she said 
plaintively. “Tell all the world," she 
adds, "that there is no personal God." 
She finishes with the words: “Tho 
spirit world is just splendid! Me bo 
happy now!” There was a strange oc
currence in connection with this mes
sage. I copied it carefully with a pen
cil upon a sheet of paper, And left It on 
the table at the foot of my bed when I 
retired. When I arose in the morning, 
I found the piece of paper, without a 
word of writing on It; there was not 
even a spot or dent In the paper to 
show where the writing had been. 
There could have been no mistake in 
the paper, as no other paper was near It.

Still our missing slates had not ap
peared, and we had almost given up ex
pecting them. On the evening of Feb
ruary 28, at our last seance, Mr. Grant 
saw clairvoyantly an Indian chief, in 
full regalia, holding out something to
ward father. For several moments tiie 
object was held in his outsretched hand, 
and then it was thrown sharply upon 
tbe table around which we were gath
ered. I screamed in surprise, and the 
next minute looked eagerly to see what 
was thrown. Imagine our pleasure. 
Our slates were returned at last! The 
frames which a half.hour ago lay empty 
upon the table before us, now contained 
two slates 1 The other pair ot slates lay 
undisturbed upon the table shelf below. 
The returned slates were as warm as 
one’s flesh to the touch, while the 
others were cold and chilly.

Father was to retilrn to his homo InHughes. A tasty, beai^uk and appro
priate wedding souvenir. Contains mar
riage ceremony, marriage .certificate, 
etc., with choice matter In poetry and 
prose. Specially designed for the use 
ot tho Spiritualist an^Llberal ministry. 
Price 76.. cents. For tain at tills office.

Some Interesting'Ej^Briegcea with Mrs.
Pemberton.

James L. Dow, a prominent Spiritualist of Manhattan, 
Kansas, presents his views clearly and concisely in 
reference to a fraudulent element that has invaded 
Spiritualism, especially in all the large cities, and 
which is prey/j off the gullibles, and sometimes 
deceiving the very elect with bogus spirit manifest
ations. His lecture will be read with interest by 
those who have been victims of the barnacles who 
have fastened themselves on our Cause.

principles of Spiritualism are found con
nected with the various Christian 
churches throughout the country, for 
the reason that they do not want to be 
socially ostracised by the better classes 
of the community. They desire for 
themselves and their families a social 
standing which can not be obtained as 
members of a Spiritual orgemlzatlon, 
therefore they join some churefi for the 
social advantages it affords them, while 
at the same time they know deep down 
in their better natures tliat Spiritual
ism is true, but they hold it concealed 
and unexpressed. If Spiritualism had 
an good a social standing as the vari
ous Christian churches, the crowd that 
would leave these churches and be
come identified with organized Spirit
ualism would surpass the expectations 
of the most enthusiastic Spiritualist.

Thousands would leave the church 
whose doctrines they do not believe aud 
support organized Spiritualism with 
their money and tlielr influence, and 
thousands who are not yet believers in 
tho doctrine would follow them to keep 
in tiie social swim; these would soon 
become Spiritualists when placed in a 
position where they could investigate it.

Now it will be evident to every one 
who will investigate this subject that it 
is the low social standing of organized 
Spiritualism that keeps the great mass 
of believers from becoming identified 
with the movement. If Spiritualists 
had relied upon the common sense and 
reasonableness of its claims to establish 
It as a fact in tiie minds of the people, 
instead of the phenomena, there would 
have been thousands in their ranks 
where now there are hundreds. If 
Spiritualists could keep fraud out and 
have only genuine phenomena, then the 
phenomena of Spiritualism would be a 
power In tlielr hands to build up organ
ized Spiritualism, but while the coun
try Is being flooded with fraudulent me
diums who are supported by Spiritual
ists, it is a hindrance and a damage to 
the cause.

Some may claim that organized Spir
itualism has made as rapid progress in 
the last ten years as most new organi
zations, but this can hardly be sub
stantiated. While it may be a fact that 
the number that believe in the funda
mental principles of Spiritualism has 
been Increased, we do not believe that 
the number who are identified with or
ganized Spiritualism has. There is no

made by Spiritualists can be rightfully 
attributed to the low moral and social 
standing of Spiritualism among the 
people. .

This being the case, what has been 
the cause of Spiritualism getting this 
undesirable reputation? To my mind 
there can be but one rational answer, 
and that is DARK SEANCES AND 
FRAUD THAT HAS RECEIVED THE 
SUPPORT OF SPIRITUALISTS. Dark 
seances, together with that erroneous 
belief held by many Spiritualists, that 
any attempt to expose fraud in a seance 
would Injure, if it did not kill the me
dium, has opened the door to the most 
flagrant and disgusting frauds that 
were ever perpetrated upon innocent 
and unsuspecting people. As organized 
Spiritualism has claimed many of these 
fraudulent mediums os their own, and 
given their performances moral and 
financial support, and made no organ
ized attempt to expose them, they are 
rightfully deserving the social ostra
cism which they are getting. I do not 
claim that organized Spiritualism has 
wilfully and knowingly supported these 
frauds, but under the false impression 
that in an attempt to expose fraud they 
might hurt the medium, they have suf
fered the most outrageous frauds to go 
unpunished, and brought disgrace upon 
the cause. Why do Spiritualists uphold 
mediums in placing in the only place 
where fraud could be detected those 
who are interested, or those who are 
easily deceived, and barring those who 
are anxious to see Spiritualism purged 
of fraud and placed upon a high moral 
foundation?

Has there ever been a medium killed 
by an attempt to expose fraud?

Has there ever been a medium Berl-, 
ously hurt (except in their mind) by it?

Has not a large majority of the cases 
where an attempt has been made to see 
the phenomena produced in dark se-

sesses very strong psychic power. Mr. 
Grant, although not a professional me
dium, indeed, rarely sitting, has, from a 
child, been able to produce Independent 
slate-wiriting, and other independent 
phenomena. No amount of money would 
induce him or hls guide to sit to satisfy 
trivial curiosity. For myself, I am 
something ot a sensitive, and a good 
deal of a Spiritualist.

The manifestations of our first meet
ings consisted mostly In independent 
slate writings, although there was al
ways a great variety of other phenom
ena accompanying them. For instance, 
articles were thrown through Uie air; 
the table at which we were sitting was 
often lifted high in the air and dropped; 
tunes were rapped out on a horn in an
other part of the room, and also by the 
table legs.

After an Interesting meeting on tiie 
evening of November 25, 1903, we dis
covered on the following morning, much 
to our surprise, Uiat the slates had dis
appeared from their frames during the 
night. It was impossible that human 
hands had removed them. Not a scar 
was visible on tiie frames; not a par
ticle of slate was visible anywhere; 
they had gone silently, mysteriously, 
wafted away according to some won
derful law known to higher power.

We began to wonder why they were 
taken. At the next sitting, Mr. Grant's 
Indian control wrote through him, and 
explained that be took Uie Blates, say
ing that a “bad chief” wrote on the 
slates while we were Bleeping things 
of which he did not approve, and fear
ing that we would think it was he who 
wrote, he removed the slates. Ho prom
ised to return them "all good some 
time."

We bought another pair of slates, but 
always kept the empty frames near, in 
case that our spirit friends wished to 
return the purloined slates.

For three months we continued our 
seances, receiving many delightful and 
important messages. Our friends came 
from across tho border to talk with us; 
soldiers, whom father had last seen dy
ing on the battle-field or in the prison
pens of the South, came back to tell him 
of the battlefield in spirit land, where 
they were fighting for spiritual truths 
and glory. Highly developed Indians 
came to us with their pretty, broken 
English tales of the Great Spirit, and 
how they guarded us and watched over 
us, whom they loved.

Both pairs of slates used by us were 
the common school slates, with the 
frames bound in flannel. During our 
sittings, the slates were placed upon a 
table in the cabinet in another part of

stands it There may be mistakes, and 
failures, but no one, I think, suspects 
any voluntary fraud on her part. 
Added to this the messages are often 
strikingly real and sometimes quite as
tonishing to skeptics and investigators.

I was much interested in her ac
count of some rare experiences of a 
unique character. At a certain time 
and place, which was .fitted for good 
spiritual work, she wak directed to pro
cure ah autograph album of authors. 
She had never heard of them and was 
doubtful; but found one at a book store. 
She showed it to me. She was directed 
to leave it open on the bed or table. 
The room was unoccupied for an hour 
or so. On her return a fac-slmlle of 
the author's signature was clearly 
stamped on the blank page some two 
or three Inches below the original. 
From time to time these experiments 
were repeated until she had the direct 
Spiritual signature of many—I think 
all—of the authors whose names were 
at the top of each page of the album. 
It would take an expert to. copy so 
closely the signatures of Byron, Shak- 
speare, Poo, Bryant, and others, even 
with the best facilities for forgery. 
But these names are not In ink, or pen
cil, though plain and strong. They ap
pear like some chemical stomp work or 
precipitation. Mrs. Stiles assured me 
that there was no chance for any trick 
or deception in the production of these 
signatures. , . ■

She was to remain in Utica through 
February, and I am sure she must 
make a good impression on all sincere 
seekers for truth. I believe she was 
booked for Elmira in April. I wish 
there were a thousand like her to feed 
the multitude with spiritual truth. .

LYMAN C. HOWE.

fraud they have been giving support, 
when it is their duty to warn investiga
tors against it, and hold it up to public 
contempt, they may expect to see dis
gusted investigators and hundreds ot 

•good Spiritualists not identified with 
the movement, and get the name among 
the better class who are seeking for 
truth, ot being dishonest.

Haven’t we given them pretty good 
grounds for coming to that conclusion? 
If so, we have failed in the second 
count.

In regard to the third count: Can the 
objects ot the organization be carried 
out? To this questionT would say, we 
can riever make the people to any great 
extent believe we can, while a large 
number of the mediums who are show
ing through the country under the aus
pices of the Spiritual societies at the 
different places where they hold their 
seances, are producing the phenomena 
by fraud. While investigators find so 
much fraud apparently supported by or
ganized Spiritualism, it will be hard to 
make the best class of them believe 
that all is not a fraud. Therefore they 
are compelled to believe that we are 
not able to carry out the objects of the 
organization. And hence we fail on the 
third count

And last of all. are the claims of the 
organization being established in the 
mind of a large number of the investiga-

drawings are incomparable, and excru
ciatingly funny. Prlco in boards, SI.
Cloth, $1.50.

The Rev. Mr. Batten Declared That 
Boundaries of Hell Lay In Lives of 
Men—Work of Human Devils—Bil
liard Balls Represent Many Broken 
Hornes—Heaven and Hell Have No 
Geographical Boundaries, but Are In
cluded In Sum Total of All Human 
Experience. j
“Heaven and hell are not matters of 

territorial boundaries," said the Rev. 
Samuel Zane Batten in hls evening ser
mon at the First Baptist church, Lin
coln, Neb. “They are present realities 
and human experiences. A man may 
still be in the land of the living but he 
may in reality be living In heaven or in 
hell." - । —

The Rev, Mr. Batten was discussing 
the subject of “The Heavens and the 
Hells of This Earth.” He took for hls 
text, “Ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem.”

Heaven is not a question of geog
raphy, and boll is not a matter of chron
ology,” said the Rev. Batten. “Mark the. 
tense of the words in the text."

He spoke in part as follows :
We have fallen into au unscrlptural 

way of thinking and speaking. We often 
speak and pray as If eternal life were 
a future endowment. The scriptures 
teach that it is a present possession. 
Those who believe In Jesus Christ have 
passed out of death into life. Those 
who love sin are living In death and 
the wrath of God abides upon them. 
Tho great poet of tiie universe, Dante, 
bas made this truth very plain and real. 
He writes In his deathless, unfathom
able love "of hell, purgatory and para
dise.” But, as has been pointed out, the 
scenes which he points out are not fu
ture but present. He sees many souls 
In that world of woe who are yet living 
upon earth. He says: “Wicked men 
may be truly called dead.” He wants 
to make us see that the soul of man is 
now passing through hell, purgatory or 
paradise. Down In tho abode of dark
ness he sees a mon. He still eats and 
drinks and puts on clothes. One day 
a scoffer asked a Christian: “Where is 
hell?" Tho Christian answered: "Any
where that God is not."

Some years ago, spending Sunday in 
Chicago, I went to a Y. M. C. A. meet
ing in the early evening. A number of 
men there consecrated themselves to 
the Lord and when we left we felt that 
we had Indeed been in a heavenly place. 
About 10 o'clock, wltli a friend, I took 
a walk through a region that was called 
the "Black Hole.” There saloons were 
going in full blast. Brazen-faced-women, 
lost to all sense of shame, walked the 
streets and leered into our faces. All 
around open doors to tho pit were to be 
seen with brilliant lights and beckoning 
boards. Finally, sick at heart, wo 
turned homeward. That night as I sat 
in my room I felt that I had seen a bit 
of heaven and a corner of hell.

there 
cases

ami her distinguished friend ___ 
through the trumpet'freely about the

"An Adventure in India;” 
"Travels ot Soarmratado;” 
'Tbe Two Comforters;" "An*

Thls Is a beautiful book, by Cora 
Lynn Daniels, and it scintillates with 
grand spiritual thought An idea of 
this work can be obtained by reading 
the titles ot a few ot the chapters 
therein:

| The Process ot Dying; Light and 
Spirit; The Law ot Attraction; Senses 
of the Spirit; What Is Unconscious 
Will; Fear; Astrology; The God-Soul of 
Man; The Drama; A Day in Heaven.

Price SI. For sale at thia office.

It Beams With Spiritual) 
Truths.

The Second Volume of a 
Most Valuable Work.

Mrs. President, Ladles and Gentle
men:—It is a source of sorrow to me, 
as it must bo to every true Spiritualist, 
to note the decline in organized Spirit
ualism in the United States, aud every 
one who feels the least interest in its 
progress must be anxious to know the 
cause. Undoubtedly every one has 
some theory In regard to it as well as 
myself, but it look bo plain to me tliat 
I would like to advance my theory for 
It, for the candid consideration of those 
who are Interested in the advancement 
of truth along the Spiritualistic Hue. 
The first and most Important thing tor 
any organization to do that wishes to 
perpetuate Its existence is to establish 
the fact to the satisfacUon of tiie bet
ter class of tbe community who are 
liable to patronize It, that the objects ot 
the organization are good, and work
ing In tho best Interests of the people. 
Secondly, they must establish the tact 
tliat they are honest. Thirdly, that the 
objects ot the organization can be car
ried out. And, lastly, that the claims 
made for It can be substantiated beyond 
a reasonable doubt When these things 
have been done the success of any or
ganization is assured.

NOW SPIRITUALISM MUST HAVE 
FAILED IN SOME OF THESE RE
QUISITES OF A SUCCESSFUL OR
GANIZATION, or it would not have de
clined; this Is self-evident. Now let 
us see if we can find out wherein it has 

‘failed; if we can do this we have 
learn the cause ot the decline.

In the first place, what are the ob
jects of organized Spiritualism?

First, to teach and prove that man
kind has an Intelligent conscious exist
ence alter the change called death. 
Second, to teach and prove that those 
who have passed through that change 
called death, can and do communicate 
with those still In the flesh, in au Intel
ligent and reliable manner, aud that

One volume, post Bro, ISO pages, with portrait and 81 
illustrations. Kxu. vellum cloth, 11.postage, IS cents.______________________

The earth was?- materialized from 
invisible elements ® space. -

All lite products el the earth, includ
ing man and hls food and clothing, are 
materialized, mainly from invisible ele
ments In the air. It requires a number 
of years to form the body of a full 
grown man, but hi^ food /and clothing 
are materialized In. much/ less time. 
Our spirit friends understand the chem
ical laws that govern these things so 
well that they can, and under proper 
conditions do, return! and¥bulld up tem-

very small number fall victims to evil 
spirits, and in those Yew cases the vic
tim had a natural Igclmafipn tliat way. 

S?H. WEST.

With a Chinese; ’ “Plato’s Dream;
Having no Pleasure;........
'•Jeannot and Colin;’

■74'7
IHie above is the number of the pres

ent issue of The Progressive Thinker, 
as printed at tbo top of tbe first page, 
right hand corner. If this number cor
responds with the figures on your wrap
per, then tbe time you have paid for has 
expired, and you are requested to renew 
your subscription. This number at ths 
right hand corner of tbe first page Is ad
vanced each week, showing the number 
of Progressive Thinkers Issued up to 
date. Keep watch of the number oa 
the tag of your wrapper.

BREAKING UP HOME.
Men, remember that If you are ever 

again attempted to chase the billiard 
ball—that ball represents the breaking 
up of a home. It Is true that home 
may be a black man’s home—but It Is 
a home. Stanley, the great American 
explorer, has said that “each pound of 
ivory represents a life; each billiard 
ball the breaking up of a home; each 
hundred pounds of ivory means the de
struction of a ■village." Livingstone In 
Africa met many sad sights. He came 
to villages of slave hunters by trade. 
He .found that the people killed the in
fants and the aged, as It was too much 
trouble to care for them. Bands of 
warriors were out hunting for men and 
women, whom they yoked together and 
drove to the coast, where they were sold 
into slavery. Livingstone and Stanley 
both said again and again that what 
tliey saw was hell on earth. But we 
need not go outside our own life to And 
this heaven or this hell.

Not only are heaven and hell present 
conditions, but angels and demons are 
everywhere at work. The word "angel” 
you know means “messenger"—that is, 
a messenger of God, of light and of 
good. There are many such In this 
world and they are workers for heaven. 
In the pictures the angels wear wings 
and have seraphic faces. But many of 
the angels that we meet are plainly 
dressed and have no halo. Shall I show 
you some of these angels of God as they 
go about their work? Enter this home 
and see the mother as she lives for her 
children. —

The little one is sick, but with sleep
less eyes and uncomplaining heart she 
watches over It. See her as she gathers 
her little ones about her chair and tells 
them that old, old story of love and 
grace. The years pask, and one of the 
dear ones leaves the home of love to 
wander forth into sin, and that mother 
leaves her home and with sorrowing 
heart goes forth to seek her lost one. 
By and by she finds her—not the same 
dear, pure child as of old, but stained 
now by sin and shame. But the mother 
loves her own and pleads with her to 
leave the hell—come back to the heaven 
—and love prevails and God's good 
angel leads the wanderer home.

PITFALLS FOR GIRLS.
Shall I show you a picture of the op

posite? Shall I show you a demon as 
he does hls evil work? There are many 
of these demons and some of them are 
in this city. There are men—the true 
agents of the devil himself—who are 
going around from town to town in the 
country looking lor pretty girls. One of 
these devils comes to a village and 
finds an attractive young woman. He 
gets a position in some store or office 
or saloon, and seeks an acquaintance. 
He flatters the silly girl and fills her 
head with silly notions. Perhaps he 
persuades her to elope with him on a 
promise of marriage. .

She listens to his Ues and runs away. 
But, alas, she awakens when too late, 
to find herself in an evil house. She is 
ruined now, he says; she cannot go 
home; stay here and have a gay and 
happy time, with fine clothes and plenty 
of money. And then this ghoul lives 
on the wage of that girl’s sin, and goes 
forth to seek for other victims.

“What shall we call such a man as 
that? He Is a devil. He is doing the 
work of the devil himself; and that man 
is a child of hell and shall dwell in 
hell! There are such men in this city, 
and I know what I am talking about 
Ah, and there are the victims of such 
men In this city, too, and I know where
of 1 spool:. Not all angels wear wings, 
and not all devils have horn and hoofs. 
Some of these devils are well dressed, 
and good looking men, but they are 
devils to the bottom, ot their lives, and 
hell 1b their, native country. These men 
have no conscience and fire and brim
stone are the only logical things for 
such folks. A heaven for such demons 
Is a satire on all goodness and purity. 
Such men malto hell logical and neces
sary. . ...... ■ .

And there are many.men and women 
besides these who aro doing the Lord’s 
work and the devil's work. There are 
men and women who love the sopls of 
■men and Ays going out to seek and to 
bless others. And there are mon bore 
who aro doing the devil's work in other

room. .
Only a week ago they both gave us 

fine talks. She 'floated .about the room 
in ethereallzed form in ifaagmfcently Il
luminated raiment, and came and 
kissed me. The brily person in the 
room were the medium, my son and 
daughter and myself.

My son Charles departed this life 
some six years ago. He was a lad of 
thirteen and played Uie French harp 
beautifully. Hls mother guards his old 
harp from the touch of other mortals, 
but places it on the table at our se
ances. Charles comes strong enough to 
pick up hls harp and play old familiar 
tunes. .

But I started to talk about materiali
zation. Let me first explain something 
about the limit of the power of me
diums. Some years ago I went to Fred 
Evans in San Francisco for a slate 
writing. He very frankly informed me 
that he was not sure of getting any
thing for me os the work was entirely 
beyond his control, but I received a 
splendid writing signed by the full 
names of my father and mother.

Some years later I went to Mr. Camp
bell, the spirit artist, in Chicago, for 
the purpose of getting a picture. He 
told me he would ,not guarantee any
thing; that sometimes he got fine re
sults and sometimes he got nothing; 
tliat the power that did the work was 
entirely beyond his control. But I had 
seen my guide In materialized form the 
night before, and she then told me 
what she tyould give me, and I got it 
precisely as she had told, and under 
strict test conditions. Now, all honest 
mediums know that they, cannot guar
antee anything. If Mrs. Pemberton 
would guarantee the appearance of any 
particular, spirit, I would at once say 
she was an Ignorant impostor. ■ No hon
est materializing medium can dare to 
attempt to produce certain results for 
pay, whether that pay is a thousand or 
a million of dollars.

How can mediums know to a certain
ty what they can produce? Such offers 
are ah insult to the spirit forces.

YES, THERE ARE FRAUDS, AND 
PLENTY OF THEM, ESPECIALLY IN 
THE MATERIALIZING BUSINESS.

My spirit son Charles says if you 
have a counterfeit dollar, that Is no rea
son why you should throw away all 
your good dollars. Usa? if you have a 
thousand counterfeit dollars and only 
one good dollar, you .should save It and 
not call them all lead. I know that ma
terialization is true. I know it by the 
same kind of evidence that I have a 
wife and children; (jut I have known 
materializing mediums' wiio possessed 
wonderful power in that line, and at 
Uie same time have been guilty of 
fraud. And there is whefp the trouble 
comes In. Why resArt to ’fraud? Sim
ply because they fall, under1 the control

known saloonkeepers brought to our attention Is the result otohronlo 
- ' • • catarrh ot tho throat and

Nothing else can so completely unset the old 
superstitious Old Testament Stories as these 
vivid and lifelike portrayals of them. They pre
sent the old myths In the proper absurdness of 
their absurdity, ridicule their ridiculessness and 
in fact hold them up to the light af reason. It la 
fbook of 400 pages with 200 full page picture! 
t will make you laugh off every vestige of the 

old superstitious; a good way Indeed to got rid 
of them. Price, board, 51; cloth. 51.50.

"Z»dlg, or F .... ______________,,
the Athollt;" “The Princess of Babyloni __ ____, 
pf Forty Crowns;” “The Huron, or Pupil of Nature?1 
'Mlcromcgnu.” a Satire on Mankind; ’'The World m 
It Goes;” “Tho Black and the White;” .“Memnon, tha 
Phn«... “Andro Dee Touches a® Slam;" “Bab-

A Unique 
BIBLE 
PICTURE 
BOOK.

SOME INDEPENDENT SLATE-WRIT
ING MESSAGES.

Cancer Cured
WITH SOOTHING, BALMY OILS. 
Cancer, Tumor, Catarrh, Plies, Fistula, Ulcers, 
Eczema and all Skin and Female Diseases. Write 
for Illustrated Book. Sent free. Address

“I choose that a story should be founded on prob
ability, and not always resemble a dream. I doslro te 
find nothing In It trivial or extravagant; and I desire 
above all, that under the appearances of fable, there 
may appear somo latent truth, obvious to tbe discern
ing eye, though “ escape the observation of the 
vulgar.”—Voltaihu.

'Thu Light of Egypt." Volumes 1 
and 2. An occult library in itself, a 
text-book of. nsoterlo knowledge as 
taught, by Adepts of Hermetic Philoso
phy. Price $2 per volume. For sale at 
Uis office.

"Death Defeated; or the Psychic Se
cret of How to Keep Young." By J. M. 
Peebles, M. D., M. A., Ph; R. Price gL

In Current Spiritualistic and Occult
. . New#.

You can do It by reading each week 
The Progressive Thinker. The Philo, 
ophy and the Spiritualistic and Occult 
phenomena It contains each week, !• 
the marvel of the age. No ono can af
ford to bo without the paper. Its pries 
IS within the reach of all. . ,4

. -------------”.nt> gu-------
-New Testament Stories Comically II- 

lUBtrated. Drawings , by Watson Hes
ton. With Critical and Humorous Com
ments upon the Texts." Heston’s
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ORIGIN OF SPECIES
serve the society at Watertown, N. Y,

months of May and June open, alsoJune Open, also j udruwirch. It ho pasted through many cdUlom 
I would be nleased I” t1”’11'11 k« beta translated Into almost all tha 
L Xin 6 P Q >“*WO“ ®r Europe, and bu been tho oobject ofsome camp dates.

to hear from societies needing my serv-

I moniai Society of Sturgis, Mich., hadtember.

the Roman Catholic Jesus was

The Science of Spirit Return,

row, and Is principally In defense ot Protestant
ism. A conclBO Uttlo pamphlet Price lb coats.

Paine's TneoioQlcai Works.
Ago of Reason, Examination of the Propho* 

cles, etc. Illustrated edition. Post 8vo., 481 
page*. Price, cloth, 01.00._________ ________

By means of natural selection, or the preservation of 
wv. vw v**v Uvw^ ^v "M-v^. ix<„„, A,. /., * favored race In tho struggle for life. By Charles 
for thp month of Anril I hnvp tho 1 Darwin. Gilt top, cloth bound. Thia book it ta#April. 1 nave uie grandest achievement Of modern scientific thought

By Charles Dawbarn. A scientific rehearsal 
that Is truly interesting. Price, 10 cents.

F T ,b, POEMS fROfi THE INNER Ufa Ism. Now he has got SO far along that I By Llzzlo Doten. These poems are truly in- 
he calls himself a full-fledged Spiritual- spiratlonal and as staple as sugar. Price IUXL

ROMANISM lea pamphlod of 80pages;tn 
TTYPHQPR reply to Prof. David Swing, 

Prl08t caahman and Dr, Wi th-

Dr. GeorjeanhMillet writes: “In your 
issue of Feb. -27, isrR clipping headed, 
'Jesus a Colored Man.’ Quite ’

»U|WUVI VI ourupc. auu uu Deen IDO OQDjeCl Ol 
mcro reviews, pamphlets end separate books then any 
-ivF volume of tbo ago. Most of the great scientist# 

of W!»p fully inppori hla position. The thought of 
ook has become a part of the common Inherit- 

qi j - of tho race. For sale at ibis office. Price 75 eta.

Rev. Harry J. Moore will be with the I mand at the door.”
Englewood Spiritual Union for the I Agnes L. Cressler writes from Stur- 
months of April, May, June and Sep- gis, Mich.: "The members of the Har-

church is under excellent management, ' 
and good work is being done by many I 
earnest workers here for the upbuilding 
of the cause so dear to us all. 1 will
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| . e GENERAL SURVEY..
THE SPIRITUALISTIC) FIELD—ITS WORKERS.

DOINGS, ETC., THE WORLD OVER.

CONTRIBUTORS.—Each contributor 
Is alone responsible for any assertions 
or statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be
lieving that the cause of truth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of the 
sentiments uttered in an article may be 
diametrically opposed to his belief, yet 
that Is no reason why they should be 
suppressed; yet we wish it distinctly 
understood that our space is Inade
quate to publish everything that comes 
to hand, however much we might desire 
to do so. That must account for the 
non-appearance of YOUR article.

WRITE PLAINLY.—We would like 
to impress upon the minds of our corre
spondents that The ProgressiveThinker 
is set up on a Linotype machine that 
must make speed equal to about four 
compositors. That means rapid work, 
and it 1b essential that all copy, to in
sure insertion in the paper, all cither re
quirements being favorable, should be 
written plainly with Ink on white 
paper, or with a typewriter, and only on 
one side of the paper.

ITEMS.—Bear in mind that items for 
the General Survey will in all cases be 
adjusted to tlie space we have to occu
py, and in order to do that they will 
generally have to be abridged more or 
less; otherwise many items would be 
crowded out. Sometimes a thirty-line 
item is cut down to ten lines, and ten 
lines to two lines, as occasion may re
quire.

TAKE DUE NOTICE, that all Items 
for this page must be accompanied by 
the full name and address of the* writer. 
It will not do to say that Secretary or 
Correspondent writes so and so, with
out giving tbe full name and address of 
the writer. The items of those who do 
not comply with this request will be 
cast into the waste basket.

KEEP COPIES of your poems sent to 
tills office, for they will not be returned 
if we have noi space to use them.

To the Spiritualists of Illinois, Wiscon
sin, Iowa and Missouri.

We expect to turn our faces west
ward March 1. We desire to hear from 
societies and individuals who would 
Ilka our services.

Please write us at once if you would 
like our services,or we may have passed 
you by before we hear from you. Ad
dress us until March 10, Rochester, Ind. 
Hope address 618 Newland avenue, 
Jamestown, N. Y.

E. W. SPRAGUE AND WIFE,
N. 8. A. Missionaries.

TAKE NOTICE
All books advertised In the columns 

of The Progressive Thinker aro for 
sale at this offlee. Bear this In mind.

When writing for this paper 
use a pen or typewriter.

ALWAYS'GIVE YOUR FULL NAME
AND ADD, WHEN SENDING NO-
TICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR 
PUBLICATION “OTHERWISE THEY
WILL Fib 
WASTE B

TO THE

We go to press early Monday morn
ing, hence communications Intended for 

. that current issue should reach this 
Take due notice that Items for this office not |atel. than the previous Satur- 

page In order to Insure Insertion must day morning. Bear this in mind, 
contain the full name and address of the _______________________ __________

writer. Otherwise they may be cast 
into the waste basket. Mrs. J. Lindsey writes from Grand
—------------- ---------- 1__________ —— I Rapids, Mich.: “I have been working in

a toe home Interest most of toe winter.
TOR «V°i^E^8. ORCHESTRA our society at present 1b employing 
j BAND.—hirst-class music fur- onjy home talent. Our workers are all 

nished °n all occasions. Office and res- I deep earnest, and work for the good 
idence, 4217 Champlain avenue, Chi- Q{ ^ jjearers Sunday at 2:30 coufer- 
mS°V 1 1 Tclt'Phone Oakland 1111. ence; al flve we have a pupijc circle, 
^.Y0661 is a well-known Spiritualist and R u we]1 attendeI1. j take charge 
of Chicago and a natural born music an M 7:30 we bav0 a lecture by
His orchestra will be most excellent at Bome on8 of our br]ght bome talent. 
«TuLh“? e^torto-tomenta given by mucb good 18 belng done. j ^ con.

llsU> and will add much to tho I tem piating going to Chicago in early 
°, ^e occasion. Ab a apecial I spring, and shall be glad to All engage-

Aw v 8 “P81^ worK’ he ments with societies or camps. Ad
duces many original novelties-lmita- dre88 me t No 279 Seventh street, 
tions of birds, etc. _ I Grand RapldB) wlcb..
“ '' ” I Lucy Carroll writes from Washing-
tory that it was quite probable that I ton, Pa.: “Our meetngs are creating a 
Jesus as a result of reading of this In- great Interest among the people here, 
cident In Hebrew literature became in- G. W. Way of Wheeling, W. Va., serves 
spirted to give expression to the us for Thursday afternoon and even- 
Golden Rule the grandest and noblest ing. By his lectures and tests he has 
sentiment that ever emanated from his converted a great number to this great 
Ups. In Mr. Moore’s peroration he I truth, that there is no death, only an 
declared that there was not an act in open doorway to a higher and better 
all history from the first man down to condition in life. Mrs. M. E. Gillard 
the last birth tliat can be favorably serves us for Sunday afternoon and 
compared to that of the Woman of En- evening. Mrs. Gillard Is an earnest 
dor returning good tor evil not even I worker. We are all so glad to wel
that ot the Good Samaritan.—Review, I come her. The seed that Is being

the offal of a stupendous fabrication. 
Religion, like the devil fish, Is a one
headed beast with many creeds, all ot 
which can bo likened to the tentacles of 
tliat devil fish. Every creed helps to 
feed and keep alive the monster demon 
religion; the one headed octopus that 
has filled the earth with misery, crime 
aud materiality.”

A. F. Ross writes from Tacoma, 
Wash.: “Our very eloquent and highly 
esteemed pastor, Mrs. Lole F. Prior, 
who has been with us since last Septem
ber has been the means ot increasing 
our membership and enlarging our con
gregation to such an extent that the 
seating capacity in our spacious hall is 
nearly always filled to its fullest extent. 
Many who have never given Spiritual
ism a thought before are now giving 
their utmost attention to its beautiful 
teachings, and now we can boast of the 
largest and most energetic society in 
the Northwest. Our lyeeum Is doing 

। well, and great interest is manifested 
by the children, for Mrs. Prior has 
taken entire charge of its management,

Pease talked of "Music in a Spiritual 
way,” and 7-yeai.old Annie Whitwell de
lighted the darge 'audience with her ex
planation of “Spirit Return," to-wit, the 
manner iu whiclusouls revisit themute- 
rial world.-fAiSt. Raul (Minn.) Globe.

C. J. Vaw Alstiue writes from Long 
Beach, Cahn “Mrs. E. E. Hammond of 
Lob Angeles, formerly of Topeka, Kau- 
saa, has been speaking Sundays for the 
First Spiritual Society. The result was 
a crowded ?hall, standing room only. 
She Is an honest woman, and any society 
would do well to have her lecture. The 
society is not quite five months old, and 
so far not an Inharmonious word or ac
tion, owing to the earnest work of the 
officers who have the good of humanity 
ln their hearts. I wherein she stands second to none in

W. N. Slocum writes: The Light I fbe Work sbe is doing in their behalf. 
Among tlie Hills came to a sudden end, I Ybo Ladies’ Auxiliary is also doing ex- 
much to my regret. I had become ac- I cellent work, another feature of tbe
quainted with, and greatly interested I good done that we have to give due
in, the characters when they demate- I oredit to our pastor, Mrs. Prior, and if 
riallzed. Can’t the author write a se- I the time ever comes when we have to
quel? It would make a valuable book. part with her to take up other fields, it
‘From the Spirit Realms’ will add a I wm be a sad blow for the Spiritualists 
halo to the ’Light Among the Hills. ’ I 0£ Our beautiful metropolis. Our state

F. E. Gabel writes from Onarga, 111.: I president, Mrs. Sheldon, from Tacoma, 
“The Onarga Spiritualist Investigating made us a visit last Sunday, wherein
Society has enjoyed a rich treat the she presented us with some views of 
past few days. Mrs.. S. E. Pemberton, our state encampment grounds, show
a fine trumpet medium of Peoria, 111., ing up the beautiful grounds with its 
has been the guest of Mr. and Mrs. W. tents of the last season; also the lovely 
L. Skeels, our leading members, and I little spring lake on the shores of which 
during her visit she has held several we have the pleasure of calling our 
test seances which were well attended, I own, containing ten acres, and we trust 
and proved a source of delight to some I tliat many who are intending to take an 
and ot wonder and amazement to oth- outing the coming season will take ad- 
ers. She has been engaged to return vantage of these beautiful camping

Alliance, Ohio.
J. H. Haines 

Unity Society

sown here now will in time bring about
aggln in the near future." grounds for they will surely be greatly

Mrs. M. E. Coleman writes from Cali
fornia; "Your paper came Into our 
home like a ray of sunshine, and we 
have found it a present help; a paper 
filled with truths, dealing with all sub
jects in a most kindly way, yet strong 
In tho right. May you ever be pros
pered.” v •:

J. A. Toren writes: "The Hom R. Gil
ray will lecture at Wilcox Hall] corner 
of Champlain avenue and 43rd street, 
for the Society of the Psychic Forces. 
Mrs. Isabella Cleveland, trance test me
dium, will follow the lecture with her 
clear-cut messages from the spirit side 
of life. We extend a hearty welcome to

ualism. Spiritualists wishing Brotho 
Carney’s services for funerals, wed 
dings or-lectures on Spiritualism should 
write him at Martinsville, Ind. Having 
known Mr. Carnoy for ten years 1 hava 
no hesitation in recommending him td 
Spiritualists within his reach. IBS 
charges will always be moderate, and 
he will do good work. I wish the Spin 
itualists would try to keep all such men 
busy.” • _

writes: "The Spiritual a bountiful bwv^L Good phenomenal 
held its second grand mediums would do well here; must 
and dance Saturday corae weil recommended, and they will 

night, March 5, at Heuser's H4H, 676 pe well patronized. A good materializ- 
Larrabee street, North Side. There ing medium is in great demand.
was a large crowd In attendance. The Correspondent writes: “The Rev. 
musical programme could not be ex- Flora Heckman addressed the First 
celled, each person being an artist In Spiritualist Society of Spokane, Bunday 
his or her line. Prof. Ray presided at evening, March 6, on Mediumship, Is It 
the piano and the audience realized he Dangerous? The Intelligences who co- 
was the right man In tlie right place, operate with her in her work from the 
Mrs. Jennie DeLong, H. Hill, Baby Hit- spirit side proved conclusively that me- 
mers (the child wonder), Muster Rob- diumahip instead of being dangerous, 
ert Ray, Miss Katherine Rea, Paul Hil- was a blessing to the world, in that it 
mers, Chas. Hogan und Miss Josephine, had emancipated humanity from men. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Elmo, the leading tai slavery, and given proof positive of 
south side mediums, gave several tests 1 immortality and the equal personal 
and spirit messages, all recognized and possibility of advancement of the whole 
highly appreciated. Mrs. Jennie De human race. Mrs. Heckman is filling 
Long, the West Side favorite medium, a three months' engagement for this 
also gave several spirit messages and I society and will leave April 1. She 
test descriptions which were readily would be pleased to hear from other 
recognized. Last but not least on the societies in need of a lecturer. She 
list came Prof. R. S. Ruy, everybody’s can be addressed, Metropole Block, 
choice, giving spirit messages and I Room K, Spokane, Washington.”

entertainment

B. F. Sliter, of Alameda, Cat, writes: benefited both physically and spiritual- 
“On March 4, at about 4 o’clock a, m., ly* Now, in behalf of The Progressive 
being then in bed with my wife, but Thinker I must say a word for your ben- 
wide awake, 1 heard these words: 'Land I e^» y°u aro certainly doing a grand 
will advance in price for about forty I work, and tlie truths presented from 
years, during the railroad period, which I week to week are like manna to the 
will then be superseded by aerial navi- I hungry soul; it is bearing fruit and like 
gallon.’ Who spoke these words, I am bread cast upon the waters will return 
unable to sav. Let me say, however, after many days. The masses are read- 
that I was not thinking of landed i«&» and reading sets them thinking and 
values or aerial navigation, nor had bye and bye will the results be seen as 
been for weeks. The words proceeded ^ deserves.” 
from the darkness above the bed occu- E. E. McCarthy writes: "I came to 
pled by my wife and self, and were ar- Houston, Texas, four months ago to fill 
tlculated with unusual distinctness, an engagement of six months with the 
These words were not heard clairaudi- Houston Spiritual Society. My motive
ently, but by the normal physical ear. at the time of engagement was not so 

who much to work for the cause, but ratherWere tliey a prophecy or what; 
can explain? No one in mortal 
uttered them."

Harry J. Moore's engagement

flesh to secure change and active work for 
health’s sake. I have been a speaker

with and teacher on all progressive lines in 
Alii- Denver, Colo. I And tliis field product- 

1 • ’ ’ " • • - Tho

MISSIONARIES’ NOTICE.—All mail 
lor E. W. and C. A. Sprague, the N. S. 
A. missionaries, should be addressed for 
ihe present as follows: No. 725 West 
Jdckson street, Bloomington, Ill.

PSYCHOPATHY, OR SPIRIT HEAL- 
■ -ing.—A class in Psychopathy, or Spirit 

Healing, under the instruction of tho 
spirit of Dr. Benj. Rush, through Mrs. 
Cora L. V. Richmond, is about to be 
termed. For further information in- 
guire pf Mr. Wm. Richmond, 3802 
Ridge avenue, Rogers Park, Chicago, 
Illinois.

E. R. Kidd writes: "I have the issues 
if The Progressive Thinker dating back 

■ seven or eight years, that I will donate 
:o some society for distribution or to 
preserve, if the society will pay the ex
press charges to destination. Address 
me in care of P. O. Box 305, Canton, 
Ohio."

The convention of the Indiana Spir
itualists at Anderson resulted in what 
will soon be known as the stale organi
sation. This movement is becoming 
more widespread as time passes and 
the combined efforts of those who are 
at work, it is expected, will find the or
ganization a thorough and complete 
one by the time summer arrives. The 
chief feature of the first work of the 
big organization will be to put mission
aries in the field and work up the inter
est. The field of Indiana will be di
vided into districts, each of which will 
be covered by the missionaries, whose 
business it will be to handle the sub
ject in a broad manner and to invite ev
ery one and to obtain from every advo
cate their co-operation in furthering 
tho interests of the organization.- It js 
believed this religion will reach a 
stage of interest in Indiana this year 
that has never before been attained.— 
Herald, Muncie. Ind.

Brought from Philadelphia to his 
1 home in South Pottstown, Pa., suffering 

from severe Illness, which developed 
into diphtheria, Charles Urner lay for 
sixty hours in a death-like sleep, from 
which his physician and attendants 
could not arouse him. Suddenly he re
covered consciousness and at once be
gan to improve. Physicians here regard 
his case as a very remarkable one.

Prof. W. M. Ixickwood, whose lec
tures have been enthusiastically re
ceived in the East, would like an en
gagement in Chicago during the month 
of April. His scientific Spiritualistic 
lectures, illustrated by costly apparatus, 
would prove a drawing card. In his 
special line of work he is without a

tests. His tests were short but to the Mrs. Isa A. Cross writes: “The ros- 
point, as they always are. The chairs trum of the Hyde Park Occult Society 
were then removed from the centre of will be occupied by Prof. P. C. Marsh on 
the hall and the enthusiastic crowd the evening of the 20th of March; hall 
danced until 1.30 a. m., to the music of at 323 East 55th street; services at 
Meyers Orchestra. The occasion will 7:45 p.m. Come early so as not to dls- 
be remembered as an enjoyable event." turb the speaker by coming after serv-

Mrs. A. Sexsmith writes: "The Ris- ^ Have begun Psychic demonstra- 
ing Sun Spiritualist Mission will hold tions by Mrs E. Kline We will also 
its first grand annual prize masquerade hold a strawberry social °n Tuesday 
ball on Saturday evening, March 19, at evening, March 22, at the same number 
Star Lodge Hall, 378 So Western ave- ^ m«B cal and literary programme will 
nue. This will be the event of the sea- “" up ^ early part °f ^ eventoB. and 
son as there will be 50 prizes awarded, toe medlums present will give greet- 
A splendid entertainment has also been iaF ^ o^r lovert ones on the other 
provided for those who do not dance. I 8 de’ Nice refreshments are in order. 
A number of talented artists have been 25 ae,nt® pay? for,,a ,' jWe wan^ a/°?^ 
engaged, as well as some of the best soefa! time for all, independent o the 
speakers and mediums of Spiritualist Pr08ran>i»a Come early... Mediums 
societies. Special services will be held I welcome
by the Rising Sun Spiritualist Mission, »Prof. Lockwood, the scientist and lec- 
on Sunday, March 20, at 7:30 p. m. turer, writes from Conneaut, Ohio: ”Al- 
Mr. Thos S. Warner, after his inspire- though we had a rainy day yesterday, 
tlonal lecture, will be ordained by Dr. we had two good audiences and the 
Geo. B. Warne, president of the Illinois friends seem to be enthusiastic over tha. 
State Spiritualists Association. ” general character of our work. They 

Rolla Stubbs writes: "We have all have a fine society here, harmonious 
your premium books that go with The and fraternal, although representing 
Progressive Thinker.* They are very I wide diversity of thought upon the 
interesting." , spiritual philosophy and Its relation to

, ' . __ .modern religious thought. I find here
■nrnu6 tw^lve-year-old daughter of lao one of lbe mogt active lyceums 
Wil lam B ackburn the colored barber that j bave met ln many a day. lt in. 
°f A.nD Arb°r’ Mich., was seriously in- ciudes adults as well as children. My 
jured while coasting on Broadway Sat- lecture jn the afternoon was upon ‘Vis- 
urday and the family are firmly of the jb]e and inVfsib]e Nature and Its Phe- 
opinlon that they had been forewarned r,nTn(.n,,i Asnects ’ In 
of the accident. The household boasts ,why Splritualism' Has ^ ^OCu «.- 
ot a ^ °f toQ years and for, the past I cepted by the Popular Mind.’ In this 
several days he has begged his parents I iectUre I demonstrated that all nature 
D?h\° ^ni11^ 8 8ter g0,poa^jn.?’ .Sb® is infinitely related by psychic or invis- 
will be killed, mamma, paid the little I lb]6 modes Of motion, which fact as the 
fellow every time that his sister went basjB Of spiritual communication had 
out on the hill. At first the parents been entirely overlooked by our oppo
paid no attention to the lad, but finally nentg •> 
they became alarmed, and on Saturday ‘ _
forbade the little girl indulging in any ™ rhnr^h’
more coasting. The child was very Tex??’t, The First Spiritualist Church, 
anxious to go and brought several com- Truth Seekers of Dallas, Texas, on last nan onl with“her to Sher cluse “I Sunday night closed their third month 
don;t wait tol^^ the wito Mrs. Alice Baker as pastor. She
mother at lit, "but you may if you 1111 16 givlag ^nereJ satisfaction, being an 
promise to stay only one hour.” The ®arnest and co“scle“t„1°"s worker; a 
child promised, but within 45 minutes ®ae speaker and splendid message me- 
sho had been brought back seriously in- 'Itom. Our attendance is steadily in- 
hired—Thn creasing and new people are associat-

‘ b . ng themseelves with us. Master Milton
S. H. Ewell writes from Michigan: “I Baker, the boy psychic, gave an inter- 

was born in 1819, Jan. 3; became a esting and entertaining lecture on the 
Spiritualist in 1849; have taken a spir- night of Feb. 28. The yoing man, 
itual Paper ever since the first one was | though only 14 years of age, ranks with

the evening,
Not Been Ac-

the First Spiritualists Church of......... . . ,
once, Ohio, has proven so successful I 've an^ ready for good workers.
during tbe month of February and the society was nearly disbanded by inhar- 
first two Sundays of March, that the so- monlous teachers,. yet held Intact by a 
ctety there has decided to continue his I few noble members who paid expenses 
services covering the last two Sundays I from their own Income. The hall is now 
of the month of March. Mr. Moore Is 8Ued every Sunday and the society is 
engaged to serve the Englewood Spirit- again on its feet. We wish to make ar- 
ual Union (Chicago) for four months rangements during the summer. 1 can 
beginning with the first Sunday of give the best reference as speaker and 
April and closing with the lust Sunday platform test medium. I am clairvoy- 
of September. Mr. Moore devotes the ant, clairaudient, and also psychomet- 
months of July and August to camp ric; also give life reading from name, 
work and he has the first four Sundays Pa'm or photo. I teach tbe philosophy 
of July (there being five Sundays in tlie and explain the phenomena. Address 
month of July) and the last Sunday of me at Ko. ^^^ Preston avenue, Hous- 
August open for engagements with I ton, Texas.
comp associations. Address him at 322 I Report comes that about five miles

peer.
G. H. Brooks writes from Buffalo, N. 

Y.: “I speak in Williamsport, Pa., Sun
day, March 13, andWednesday the 16th. 
I will remain there one week, then go 
on to Philadelphia, where 1 speak for 
Mr. Locke’s society the last two Sun
days of March."

That the mind controls the body to a 
very great degree no one can dispute. 
The normal state of religious belief may 
modify a diseased condition and hasten 
or retard recovery, but there are bodily 
diseases which the mind cannot control. 
They are not myths, but are stubborn 
facts that mar our hopes and destroy 
our happiness. The hectics flush upon 
the face of the consumptive Is not a 
delusion.

Emily, E. Philp writes about the En
glewood society: *“We still meet at Hop
kins’ Hall, 528 W. 63rd street. We 
have interesting meetings, and run
ning under new management, no charge 
at tlie door, but depend on collections. 
Wo have a social and test circle at Mr. 
Speight’s, 5636 Union avenue, Saturday, 
Mar. 12. We anticipate a very pleas
ant evening.”

Horry J. Moore, of Chicago, was 
greeted with a large and appreciative 
audience Sunday both morning and 
evening. Mr. Moore lectured In tho 
evening on tho subject: “Tho Woman 
(commonly called the witch) of Endor, 
as a Medium nnd an Ideal Character." 
During hlB discourse he brought out 
many traits of character of this woman, 
whom ignorant people have reviled and 
grossly misrepresented: Chief among 
the points made ws that the Woman of 
Endor by befriending Soul, had prac
ticed the Golden Rule over one thou- 
Band years before aesus was born. Mr. 
Moore also strongly inferred that Inas
much as Jesus was a Jew and the fact 
of the Woman of Endor befriending 
King Saul was a matter of Hebrew bls-

published; have read lots of spiritual 
books and attended untold seances. It 
was uphill business for 15, years. I 
send you a few of my effusions, just for 
curiosity. I have a small printing 
press and type to do my own printing.”

Thomas H. Hildon writes from Alle
gheny, Pa.: “Mrs. Emma Foster is con
ducting meetings in Grand Army Hall, 
Allegheny, Pa. It was my good for
tune to attend her meeting last Sun
day evening. An enthusiastic audience

the best speakers and psychic readers 
now on the Spiritualist rostrum. Both 
Mrs. Baker and her son are open for 
engagements in Texas cities, and can 
be addressed at 213 Bryan street, Dal
las, Texas."

Correspondent writes: "The Metro
politan Spiritualist Society holds its 
regular services every Sunday evening. 
The last month fine speakers have been 
presented from its rostrum that have

. - . given the people a good deal ot food for 
paid the closest attention to her lec- I thought; among them Mr. Axel Gus- 
ture. Mrs. Foster gave several re- I taveson, Dr. McWilliams, Mrs. Daniel, 
markable messages from spirit loved I Mrs. Cochnore. Sunday, March 13, 
ones. Her presence alone impresses Walter DeVoe will deliver the address, 
one, and since she has been in Alls- and Sunday the 27th, Mr. Marsh will 
gheny many of the backsliders have I deliver the anniversary address. Every 
been occupying the front seats, and I lecture is followed by spirit messages 
many new Spiritualists have joined our by the pastor, Mrs. Maggie Waite. The 
ranks." -.- Progressive Thinker is always in de-

Cora F. Morse writes from San Fran- I tbe pleasure of listening to several able 
cisco, Cal.: "My object In writing is to and instructive discourses given by Mr. 
call attention to an inspired speaker I and Mrs. E. W. Sprague, last month, 
whom all Spiritualists in all lands I While our society has not the privilege 
should know and will know as they 1 of frequent meetings, yet there seems 
learn the full import of bls message I to be a general interest manifested, 
and recognize the power behind the’ While we thoroughly enjoyed Mr. 
throne. Many of our people here as- I Sprague’s lecture we greatly missed our 
sembled in my parlors last Wednes- I worthy president, Mr. Thomas Collar, 
day night to isten to this really great 1 who we regret to say was taken serious- 
man. Mr. J. Stitt Wilson, who dealt ly ill previous to our services, and was 
with the moral and spiritual aspects of unable to attend; but I am happy to 
the new industrial freedom. He held I state that he is speedily recovering, 
his hearers spellbound with his wonder-1 Through the earnest influences of Mr. 
ful interpretation of the social, relig- I and Mrs. Sprague our society decided-to 
ions and political situation. It needed I take out a state charter, which we sin- 
no psychic to understand that he is In I cerely trust will benefit us in. the fu- 
:!cse touch to the realms of the real. I ture.”
Many said as they left his presence I Wisdom out of the mouths of babes 
tliat never since the days of Wendell enlightened yesterday afternoon, at 
Phillips and Lloyd Garrison had a I Odd Fellows' hall, the midwinter mass- 
truer insplrer championed the cause of I meeting of the State Spiritual Assocla- 
humanity. The managers of every I tion. The children’s lyeeum brought 
camp-meeting this coming summer I small girls and boys upon the platform 
should sea-to it that Mr. Wilson is to tell of those who have ‘passed over.’ 
booked for several lectures. His ad-1 After Georgie Whitwell had outlined 
dress is Berkeley, California. I feel “The Benefits of tho Lyceum,” Joseph 
that calling attention to him and his I Whitwell, another child, discoursed 
message to the world is equivalent to upon "The Power off Thought” "The 
offering meat, bread and drink to thos<f| Value of the Circle” was made clear by 
spirltuallly ahungered and athirst. Ere I Eddie Ilottlnger. Ollie Crooks a tiny 
long I hope to place some of his lltera- girl, emphasized "The Benefits of ,Me- 
ture before my Spiritualistic brethren I dlumshlp;” Carrie Judson sketched the 
and Bisters.” 1 general subject “Spiritualism;'’ Mamie

W. Main street, Alliance, Ohio, until east of Grandview, Ind., back from the 
further notice. Ohio river on a small mound that over

Mrs. A. E. Sheets, prominent as a looks a lonesome valley, stands an old 
lecturer, writes to Dr. G. B. Warne: I house, once the home of one of the 
"Your letter of invitation reached me I wealthiest families of Spencer county, 
this morning. It cheered me somewhat which, it is believed, is habited by 
to know I had not Entirely passed out of I ghosts a.nd spirits. Through death the 
the memory of the frieMds of our cause, family dwindled away until only one 
that a deslr^'to have'ibC’partlclpate in I daughter remained and through advers- 
your mass-meeting, was felt by you and 1 Ky '-J1®}' were compelled to give up the 
others. >1 deeply'regret thejact that 1 ^d homestead. The only remaining 
am not yet able to engage in public child, an old maid, moved to a small 
work to any extent. I shall doubtless I cahln In a lonely dell, where she died 
leave the hospital pt Battle Creek about I recently. During her latter years she 
May 1. I am hopeful that the start I sa'^ many times that the family who 
given me here may be followed up by a owne(l toe house would never enjoy re
steady Improvement, and that I shall siding there. Shortly after her death 
later feel myself justified in re-enterltfg whisperings of ghostly occurrences in 
the field of activity. When that time and about the homestead began to cir- 
comes it will give me great pleasure to culate about the neighborhood. Mys- 
meet with our friends and render assist- torious voices were heard at toe house, 
ance to you in some of your conven- I ^ ^8 claimed, forms were seen gliding 
tions in Chicago. Permit me to thank through the hallways doors slammed 
you for the courteous invitation ex- M^ windows rattled in an unaccount- 
tended and to wish you every success.” able manner. Travelers along the road

Elizabeth Schauss writes from Tole- de±™ *a» ^'Xt nnXhe 
o I th© 01(1 daUgntCT bCfOTe 106111 OB 1116nht?hq°niHX^HO?o8S ^ f ?G r°a<i as she came from her old cabin

teadershi of Rs able = sh® would disappear genera,,y
F. Curram Is waking UPp more people to “ ~tl^^^^

The SbXfS “ ‘“y dl® “ apparent cau™ 
he tLdhnnnerTm™^^ The family living In the old residence

r °f 116 ^ea , n at present are unable to sleep at night
our state, the missionary force having or tba weird and frightfultoZS ^ S investigauon has failed ^o re
loved national president, H. D. Barrett, I > cause and the mvsterv is still 
who under the auspices of the O. S. A., a®r„v8lpd ’ mystery is sun
Is conducting mass-meetings in various „ . , „ . „ „ , „
portions of the state, and will, we know, I _ Smiley Lewis writes from Dennison, 
incite more life into all of us. The Ash- Texas: "During tlie past week it has 
tabula Psychic Research Society Is look- I heen bur good fortune to listen to the 
ing with great anticipation to the com- I ?°108 a?d two fine lectures on the Spir
ing of Brother Barrett, and are making ituallstfc philosophy, delivered by Mrs. 
preparations for a lasting revival dur- Laura B. Payne, of Topeka, Kansas, 
Ing his sojourn with them, Match 29, 30; S’110 !or, th® pa8t year ^ served the 
that public interest is being aroused ^an Aotonio (Tex.) society as pastor, 
can be seen in an editorial in the Ash- ^ we" as. d? H® outside work in ad- 
tabula Beacon Record of March 7, as yancement of the cause of Spiritualism, 
follows: ‘The inclement weather did not ^ the first lecture, as was expected, 
prevent the attendance of enough peo- tke updience was small; at the second 
pie to fill .the G. A. R. hall ori Sunday thereSvas a generous increase in num- 
eveningrfor the meeting of the Spirit- ber PresenL notwithstanding the cold 
ualistic society, when' an address was I waYe and sand storm prevailing. On 
given by Mrs. Elizabeth Schauss of To- both evenings quite a number of promi- 
ledo. The speaker had the earnestness ne®^ members of orthodox churches, 
and enthusiasm which proceed from I and others were present, who lor the 
faith in the message brought, and con- I ®r,st t*?6 h^rd a 'eetuye on our beauti- 
sequently held the attention of the audi- Jul Philosophy; and who listened in 
ence. The speaker referred to the breathless sHence to the words of wis- 
common saying, ‘We live to die,' and de- I bom as they fell from the lips of the 
dared that Spiritualism teaches that speaker. On Sunday morning Sister 
we die to live. She argued that too I ^ayn? ®^ us J° , an engagement for 
much time is devoted to the material I ®? ^ternoon lecture at Dallas. Now, 
man, the mere husk, and urged as more I ^® ffuest'on Is asked, when will she 
important the study of the soul that ?°™e ag? n ’ Truly, there is a good 
lives forever. She denied that Spirit- I deld’ andm W de e?pans® *?r, w?Ik 1? 
uallsts have no interest in the Bible or Northern Texas, not touched by the N. 
no belief in God or Jesus Christ, and ?• AmLal°nyit8’ to7hom,was ^ 
then paid a tribute to the Bible as the I J®d ^® de d. o£ Teres to work up. The 
Book'of books,, spoke at length of God, I haryest is ripe, but where are the reap- 
and describe/ Jesus as the world’s ®8' A “mtafl^toXhtnkinAnm 

medium ’ Our I th© latent minds to thinking, fromIng, the labor ^s sometimes accompa- thinking to Investigation, and the phll- 
nled By bitternfess, but the fruit thereof osop^y to dl£E 18 h ^X^^J? ^nX

” •> • bi I way to organization for practical work.
’ • । Who is to have the honor of doing it?

Denisofi has a fine school system, and 
Hkeiv I churches galore; tlie same may be said 

Amon I o£ a half-dozen other good towns within 
a radius of thirty miles, all connected 

nalne I w|tb convenient railroad facilities, in. a 
good agricultural district, populated 
wltli average intellectuality, but who 
still, seemingly, are contented with the 
husks of past-age theology, or the more

Dr. H. E. Ballard writes: “Many were 
denied the pleasure of attending the 
Church of Higher Forces last Sunday 
evening through the inclemency of the 
weather. Those, however, who braved 
the storm were well repaid by hearing 
the lecture delivered by Prof. P. C. 
Marsh on Light of Spiritual Develop
ment, a subject handed up by a gentle
man from the audience. The apprecia
tion of tlie masterly manner In which 
Prof. Marsh pointed out how spiritual 
development could be unfolded through 
a knowledge of tbe law that nature 
surrounds us with, was demonstrated 
by a scintillation of spiritual approba
tion that flitted across the faces of those 
present. The Church of Higher Forces 
will exert Its influence towards incul
cating a. desire for a knowledge that 
will stilly the Investigator wltli a key 
to spiritual progression. Douglas Hall, 
in which we hold our meeting, corner of 
35th street und Indiana avenue, is cen
trally located, cars pass the corner from 
all directions. The children’s pro
gressive lyeeum being the nucleus to 
the building of a successful spiritual or
ganization, a united effort is most earn
estly solicited on the part of all those 
in our district towards making our ly
ceum a success. A success means in 
inducing the parents in sending their 
children to a Sunday-school where they 
will be taught to learn sonietliing of 
nature. When they have learned what 
nature is, we need have no tear for 
their future. Spiritualism is growing, 
but not as rapidly as it would if more of 
an effort was made to gather the young 
in its folds. As they mature into man
hood and womanhood, tliey develop 
their influence, and this influence will I 
become lasting because it is part of our 
inheritance. Children’s lyeeum meets 
at 2; conference at 3; evening service 
at 8. J. W. Caldwell and ills charming 
daughters, Florence, Lizzie and Jennie, 
supply the vocal and instrumental mu
sic for our services."

The veteran worker. Will C. Hodge, 
writes from San Diego, Cal.: "We send 
herewith an account of the dedication of 
our new temple IWill appear next 
weekl. We have now a fine home of 
our own. wortli at least seven thousand 
dollars, and our total indebtedness is 
only two tliousand, and part of. this is 
already arranged for. Interest on the 
borrowed money is no more than we 
have been paying in rent for a dingy old 
hall which tlie sunshine never entered, 
even in tliis land of sunshine. You may 
be sure that yesterday was a glorious 
day for the friends of Spiritualism in 
San Diego, and everybody was happy.” 

Arthur F. Milton writes: "Article on 
the difference between Soul and Mind 
Mediumship in The Progressive Think
er of March 12, should be carefully con
sidered by those who are sensitive to 
Impressions, and many mistakes will 
be prevented, both in the matter of in
formation and guidance. But to be re
ceptive to soul impression, it may be 
noted, that, as mental mediumship is in
herited through mental activity (study 
and observation), soul mediumship is 
inherited through soul activity (charity, 
benevolence and sympathy); and then 
term the first inspiration, and the lat
ter intuition to avoid error in classifica
tion."

Mrs. M. Henry writes: "The Ladies’ 
Auxiliary connected with the Universal 
Occult Society held Its second social un
der their state charter, at the residence 
of the president, Mrs. Davenport, 3138 
Rhodes avenue. The social was opened 
by a few very appropriate remarks by 
our pastor, the Hon. R. Gilray. We had 
some instrumental music by Mrs. Hui- 
ser; then from Mrs. Karcher a beautiful 
poetic improvisation. About seventy- 
five were present. We were entertained 
by messages and tests from Mrs. Bur- 
land. Mrs. Hansen, Mrs. McMenamin 
and Cora Dixon, the child wonder, also 
from Mr. Hillis, Mr. Phillips and oth
ers. The prominent co-workers pres
ent: Mrs. Bliss Green, Mrs. Maggie 
Waite, Prof Marsh (of Bos(on), Mr. 
Beverly, Mr. Lynn and Mr. Cleveland. 
Mrs. Hulser, who Is a fine singer, fa
vored us with some coon songs. Mrs. o
Wagstaff and your correspondent । F™ct cal‘ ,,,,?, rYT

Y A valuable little work, full of practical In*dressed in gypsy costumes, gave palm struction In matters pertaining to physical,

THE P8YCHO6R(IPH
-OR-

DIAL PLANCHETTE.
Tbli fnstrumeut Is Bubutuutlally tbe earns aa that 

employed by Prof. Hare Id hl# early inveaUgatluu. 
Id In Improved form It baa been before tbe public for 
more than aeven yoara, aud tn the Imada of thouBaada 
of persona haa proved Its superiority over tbe Plan- 
ebette, and all other instrunieuia which have been 
brought out in Imitation, both In regard to certainty 
and corrcctneas of the communications received by 
Its aid. and a# a means or developing mediumship.

Do you with to inveitlyate fipiritualUm?
Do you with to develop Mediumship?
Do you desire to receive Communication!?

The rsycbograpb is an invaluable assistant, A 
pamphlet with full directions for tjie

Formation of Circles and Cultivation 
of Mediumship ■

.T^P ererX Instrument. Many who were Cut aware of 
their inediuiDieilc gift, have, after c few ritttnge, 
be.e?,.° tu receive delightful messages a volume 
might be fliied with commendatory Utters. Many 

i.b.e^au wMitaa an amuatug toy, found that tbe 
intelligence controlling it knew more than them- 
lelves, and became converts to Spiritualism.

! Capt. D. B. Edwards, Orient, N. Y.. writes: “I bad 
communications (by tho Paychograph) from many 
siner friends, even from old settlers whose grave- 
f . J?’?. Ino““ Grown in tho old yard. They bavi 

“athhatury, aud proved lo me that Bplr* 
,ID *• indeed true, and tbe communications bava 
I1^ “^t tbe greatest comfort Iu tbe severest 

in, i? vo m« of sod, daughter, und their mother." 
fc.mlf?£?H®CwT[ell» wbu#e writlogs have made his 

*!?r 10 1 *2’° Interested in psychic matters, 
ThA^h*0,0?81 ’’i a'n much pleased with the Pty 

11 8 very •,mPl« In principle and construe- 
1 au! "uni wu‘l k° f»r muro sensitive to spin 

Mnp^uver lhan lL10 0110 “^ ln u,c- 1 believe it will 
LerlubUZTnwV '“'" "’“^ '“ •uf'orlc’'

Securely packed, and sent pottage paid from 
manufacturer, for $1.00, Addrest:

HUDSON TUTTLE,
Berlin Heights, Ohio.

ASPHODEL BLOOMS
AND

Oliver Offerings 
BY 

JEMMA HOOD TUTTLE.

This volume contains a selection of the best 
poems of ibis gifted author and storiettes con
tributed by Clair Tullio In her charming stylo. 
There are 285 pages, with six full-page illustra
tions. Including photogravures of the author 
and Clair Tuttle. It is bo mid iu blue withal- 
lunnnum embossing. Many of the poems are 
especially adapted for recitations.

The Author needs no introduction to tho spir
itual public. Her songs are among the, best in 
spiritual literature. Epes Sargent said of ono 
of her poems that it was tho equal of anything 
In the language, and that sho was the poe^t : 
the New Dispensation.

The Mecca says; “Psychic Poems." “zrtJ
That erudite critic, wm. Emmelte Coleman: 

“To all lovers of good poetry this book is contb’' 
dently recommended.” X

Will Carlton: “1 have read with great inter
est.” >i

Sarah Thorpe Thomas, tho Humanitarian 
says: “A most exquisite bouquet ♦ * * ♦ the 
thoughts echo and re echo through tho deepest! 
recesses of my heart. I havo some word of 
praise for every page.”

The author says in the dedication: "To those 
whose thoughts and longings reach Into the 
unseen Land of Souls, this handful of aspho
dels, mixed with common Howers, is offered 
hoping lo give rest and pleasure while wailing 
at tho way stations on the journey thither " .

Price, 81.00. For sale by -

HUDSON TUTTLE,
Berlin Heights, Ohio, ]

FOREIGN AGENTS: _ ... . .
II. A. Copley, Canningtown, London, Eng.
W. 11. Terry. Melbourne. Australia.
A Volume of 500 large pages, treating very 

merest ingly if Life. Death and Immortality, 
Clairvoyance. Spirit Phenomena, Etc. as viewed 
by an acknowledged and cultivated exponent of 
Theosophy. Price, 81.50. . / - •

I, ------------- ~ an uutauu m jimivrib pux laniuig pnyHJCui,readings, and all seemed to enjoy them mental and spiritual health. Worth many 
’ - • . - . . .. times its cost. Price 10 cents. .very much. Sandwiches, cake and cof

fee served by the ladies. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the evening, and the 
ladies hope to have the pleasure of wel
coming them all at their next social to 
be held on March 19, at Mrs. Dcven- 
port’s.”

Grace Cortland writes from Detroit, 
Mich.: “The authorities here are mak
ing a raid on clairvoyants, and medi
ums in general, but the work will go on 
and live just the same.”

Will C. Hodge writes from San Diego, 
“B. Fay Mills is here again, and is at
tracting large audiences. Things are 
coming our way in spite of any kind of 
a Great Psychological Crime.”

Mrs. J. A. Murtha writes: " I am serv
ing the First Spiritualist Church of Buf
falo, N. Y., for the month of March. The

Healing, Gauses and Enacts.
By W. P. Phelon, M. D. Deals with the finer 

mental and spiritual forces as applied to heal
ing. Price, 50 cents.

Apollonius of Tuana “"Kj^-a 
wonderful communication, explaining how his 
life aud teachings were utilized to formulate 
Christianity. Price 15 cents. -

THE MISSING LINK
IN MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

By A. Leah Underhill, of the Fox Family.
Interestlns and valuable as a hlitory of tha begin

ning of Modern Spiritualism, by one of tbe Fox Sia- 
tors. 478 Pages, 16 Illustrations, including portrait! of 
tbo Fox Famllj. Hlitory of tbe Hydesville rapping#, 
ai related by eye-wlcn cisea; remarkable and wellat- 
teited manifestation!; the "expoiurea." etc. Hand* 
•omely bound In cloth, But few copies remaining, 
publishers’ price, 11.50. We will tend tbo book poak 
paid for 11.40.

wltli a dark complexion. The . 
Jesus is an Itjllaij of Spanish name, 
but there never’ was, a Messiah by the 
name of Jesu^'. Tljp, story as recorded 
In the New Testament is a fabrication, 
a falsehood cuUfroirfwhole cloth. The ithere be New Testament, ve?y much like the U?°£e™ may!rlans"K ^et were w 
Old, is a contemptible piece of perfidy. llgnt’ ' ,
Such men as Jehus, Solomon and Moses j MARRIED:—-In Jackson, Mich., on 
never had an- existence except in the Feb. 20, Louisa'L. Kirby and Albert H. 
brains of an abominable' priestcraft. Bevier, ot Battle Creek. Mich. The 
Any folly or fabrication can be proven I Kev. Julia M. Walton, state missionary 
by the Bible. No Liberal will deny pf the Michigan Spiritualist Association, 
this. There have been five Messiahs, I performed the marriage service.
none of whom are now known to the H. F. Coates writes: "Sundayevening, 
people of the planet, neither are their I March 6th, Dr. J. H. Randall occupied 
teachings In vogub;.in fact, that which the platform at Kenwood Hall, 4308 
they taught is,unknown amongtho ohil- Cottage Grove avenue. The Doctor is a 
dren of women. So far as the Catholic I very progressive speaker, and his lec- 
and Protestant priests are concerned, ture was well received. Nr. T. W. 
they' know/not anything about any of Sherk-will lecture for us, March 20. In 
the Messiahs. They are simply play- the . evening.- -His subject will be 'Life 
ing with fire. Tito Ties of'the Romish In the Spirit World.’ I trust that a largo 
priests are accepted by the priests of I audience will bo present on this occa- 
Protestantism. Hence the Old and Now I nion; Food for thought will be given to
Testament Btbrids, are called sacred by I all- We: have services at 3.ami 8. p. 
tho different creeds. Creeds are but l each Sunday. AIL are welcome,’

m.

ices during this months. Address me, 
Niagara Hotel, Buffalo, N. Y. Home ad
dress, 402 Troy street, Toledo, Ohio.”

D. E. Lunsford writes: "I certainly en
joy the weekly visit of The Progressive 
Thinker, and admire the broad guage 
principle on which it is conducted. I 
wish I could impress upon my brother 
Spiritualists the importance of doing 
missionary work for our papers. It Is 
astonishing how few of the many pro
fessed believers who are subscribers to 
any paper. Lately I have been taking 
an active interest in looking up those 
who are interested and am putting out 
my spare copies after I have read them, 
and I do not intend to miss an opportu
nity of speaking a good word for the pa
per and trying to induce people to sub
scribe. I have several promised and 
will take good care that they do not for
get." _

Moses Hull'writes: "Rev. J. F. Car
ney, of Mdrtinsville, Ind., long an elo
quent and able Universalist minister, 
has long bad leanings toward Spiritual-

1st, and, though ho still preaches every
thing good there is in Universalism, ho 
is ready at any time when he can be 
spared from other duties to go out into 
the by-ways and hedges, and tell th6 
people why he is a Spiritualist. Bro, 
Carney does not see fit to leave tho Uni- 
versallst church, for in their differences 
from other denominations ho Is Still a 
Universalist, and the Universalists are,
with a1 
enough 
though

very. few exceptions, liberal 
to accept ,liis services evfti 
they know he knows ot Spirit

Tiie World’s Sixteen Saviors, 
Or Christianity before Christ. By Kersey 
Graves. New and startling revelations In re
ligious history which disclose’ the Oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of its 
sacred mysteries, besides comprising the His
tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucified Gods. Thia 
Wonderful and exhaustive volume will, we are 
tertain. take high rank as a book of reference 
in the field which the author has chosen for It. 
Printed on white paper, 880 pages. New edition, 
revised and corrected, with portrait of author. 
Price 81.50. Postage, 10 cents.

WOMAN: fe«Mat?  ̂
tblnkor'b international Congress, Chicago, Ill., ' 
October, 1893. By Susan H. wlxon. Price, 10c,

The Infidefitu of Eccfesiasticism, 
A Menace to Amorlcan Civilization. By Prof. 
W.M. Lockwood. A ireneluiut and masterly 
trontiso. Price, £6 cents
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FARMER R!L<ipiCAGOSPIRIT MATERIALIZATION THE HARMONIC SERIESLAKE HELEN, FLA,
Notes From Southern Cassadaga Camp.

Harmonics of Evolution—Contents.
Preliminary Statement; There Is No 

Death; Life After Physical Death la 
Scientifically Demonstrable; Life Hero 
and Hereafter Has a Common Develop.

.tions ThroughSome Excellent Mi 
His M<

A Notable Instance Occurs In Bos
ton, Mass.

This department Is under the man
agement of

HUDSON TUTTLE.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

The Law of Spiritual Gravity; Admoni
tions and Suggestions. ■

NOTE—The Questions and Answers 
have called forth such a host ot re
spondents, that to give all equal hear
ing compels the answers to be made In 
the most condensed form, and often 
clearness is perhaps sacrificed to this 
forced brevity. Proofs have to be omit
ted, arid the style becomes thereby as
sertive, which of all things Is to be dep
recated. Correspondents often weary 
with waiting for the appearance of 
their questions and write letters of In
quiry. The supply of matter is always 
several weeks ahead of the space given, 
And hence there is unavoidable delay. 
Every one has to wait his time and 
place, and all are treated with equal 
favor.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given 
anonymous letters. Full name and ad
dress must bo given, or the letters will 
not be read. If the request be made, 
the name will not be published. Tbe 
correspondence of this department has 
become excessively large, especially let
ters of inquiry requesting private an
swers, aud while I freely give what
ever information I am able, the ordi
nary courtesy ot correspondents is ex
pected. HUDSON TUTTLE.

force will call out force, and tbe social
istic movement will be retarded for 
many a yeas'. What should be gained 
by evolution—growth—is attempted by 
revolution.

All the gains of socialism must be by 
steady, onward growth. Can socialism 
offer anything bettor than the postoffice, 
which takes a letter to the- furtherest 
limits of Alaska for two cents, and is 
extending itself by rural delivery and 
by growth becoming everything the 
people can ask for?

Can It offer anything better than the 
public schools, paid for by all the peo
ple, and giving the best of education, an 
education such as was never in the his
tory of the world furnished absolutely 
free?

Can It offer any better way of keeping 
up the public highways, bridges, etc., 
than Is now pursued by the united peo
ple?

Socialism will be victorious If it seizes 
the opportunity and cultivates this 
growth in the right direction.

It Is almost impossible to keep up 
with the arrivals os so many come only 
for a day dr two and are off again. 
Those who visit Florida for the sake of 
visiting places of interest are placing 
our winter camp upon the list, and 
some declare their-intention of spend
ing tiie season Here another year.

Prof. Peck gave his last lecture for 
the season on Tuesday. Subject, "The 
casting out of the unclean spiritand 010 
coming of seven others more unclean 
than the first. The lesson to be learned 
was the emptiness of life and the neces
sity of something to take the place in 
every swept and garnished soul. Do 
not tear down without rebuilding. 
Prof Peck stayed over a day to tales 
charge of another entertainment for tbe 
benefit of the association, and although 
there was but little time for practice, 
the Wednesday evening entertainment 
was a very enjoyable affair. Prof. 
Peck has been ably seconded in all his 
efforts for the betterment of the camp, 
and some who have never stood before 
the footlights before deserve praise for 
courage and helpfulness.

Mrs. Coffman gave'the seance on 
Wednesday afternoon for the Ladies' 
Auxiliary, and Thursday spoke from the 
subject, “Give ye what ye have," and 
spoke especially of sympathy and in
spiration. She followed her address 
with tests; she has several phases, but 
the blindfolded ballot test seances 
seem to be the favorite although the 
writer feels her little Indian guide gets 
very near the hearts of those who are 
fortunate enough to secure a message 
from her.

W. J. Colville was gladly welcomed 
upon his return from Jacksonville and 
Saturday afternoon gave a most in
structive lecture from the subject: 
What has Spiritualism to offer in the 
place of other beliefs? What does it de
mand of us? and what is its future?” 
His address fully answered the queries, 
and was clothed in the most beautiful 
language and abounded in good com
mon sense.

Sunday morning Mrs. Coffman spoke 
upon the Spiritual Manifestations of the 
Past and Present, and declared that 
present phenomena gave us faith in the 
history of the past, and because these 
things do occur now they are only rep
etition of what has been, for the law Is 
always the same.

Sunday afternoon Mr. Colville sang

Harmonics of Evolution (Florence Huntley), 
THE GREAT PSYCHOLOGICAL CRIME, ■ • • 
The Dteam Child,J.. ।' .,.•. -.............

--YoLL, $2.00
• -VoI.il., ZOO 
........... 75

Farmer Riley, the' materializing me
dium, is in Chlcagaagaiffinnd has been 
giving a series of shanceeVat the homes 
of different frlendsdn,thb city. An in
teresting one was Mid at; the Rem
brandt Studio last-.Tuesday, a number 
of the company being Witnesses of his 
phenomena for the: Arab . time. Tho 
forms that appeared: were strong, per
fectly developed laufigure- and feature, 
differing widely onG.-fromotha. other, in 
size, build,dress and; general appear
ance. Seven of thm forms dematerial
ized in view of the drclaroat the cur
tain. ‘

At intervals, vigorous writing was 
heard on slates left in. the small, dark 
room used as a . cabinet. They were 
banded out by a spirit to the one In the 
circle for whom tliey were intended. 
The messages, on belug compared, 
showed a variety, of hand-writing . and 
gave something of personal interest to 
the person addressed, ,

Mr. Riley prefaces ^Is materialisa
tion with what he calls; a .dark-room se
ance, which is of particular Interest to 
those unfamiliar with,this class of phe
nomena. ,--:.:

The company sat about a table in a 
darkeped room, wjtii hands touching 
upon the top of tho table. Almost -in
stantly touches were felt from spir# 
hands, sometimes gently and caressing
ly; again with considerable force, jerk
ing coat collars, picking tbe ladies' 
sleeves and pulling Mt hair-combs and 
ornamental bows, sometimes carrying 
them about touching u)o hands or faces 
of the members of the circle before re
turning them to their original place or 
depositing them upon the table.

A fur collar worn by one lady was

Roading the various accounts of spir
it manifestations and spirit materialtea- < 
tions as reported by others in The Pro- I 
gressive Thinker, leads me to feel as 1 
though I desired to say something as to 
what is occurring in the so-called Hub. ।

The city of Boston has not been be- < 
hind in the abundance of evidence of 1 
spirit power and presence as portrayed 1 
through the chosen instruments of the ‘ 
spirit world, and for many years has 1 
been abundantly blessed with the man- 1 
ifestations thereof; and it has been my ] 
fortunate privilege for many years past - 
to attend many of tho seances that ’ 
have been held by various mediums to 
convey to humanity tho blessed knowl
edge of spirit materialization, where the 
world is made aware not oply of “the 
gates ajar,” but that tiie glorious por
tala thereof aro thrown "wide open, and 
the two stages of existence—mortal aud 
spirit—mingle freely with each other in 
a blessed reunion.

As in the days of Jesus in the past 
the world was blest with a wave pf Pen
tecostal power of tho spirit, go are we 
even now living amid'the times of an
other Pentecostal Era of Spirit Power; 
and as the former days of pentbcostal 
power were in connection with the pres
ence of Jesus, so is the. present Pente
costal .power and outpouring of the pow
er of the spirit also In connection with 
Jesus, aud is indicative of the second 
coming of Jesus in power and with 
great glory, as the fulfillment of his 
promise that he would return again; 
and I would suggest, let not humanity 
remain blind to the signs and tokens, 
with which the world is pregnant to
day.

Modern Spiritualism is the second 
coming of Jesus; moreover, it is the 
closing period of the cyclic messianic 
era of which Jesus was the Messiah; 
and Is also tbe opening period of an
other cyclic messianic era that will 

(have its representative Messiah on 
earth, who will become more and more 
recognized as such as time rolls on. 
Such, at least, is the testimony of thosp 
in spirit life who are wise and far ad
vanced in spiritual truth, and can fore
see and foretell events of the future as 
well as possessing a knowledge of the 
past. .

But, Brother Francis, how a person 
will sometimes wander far away from 
what they start in to -write about. Now, 
I will return to my original intention.

These works have made a profound impression on the most advanced 
progressive Intelligence of the age. In the field of Psychical Research it can be 
said truthfully that they have created a veritable “Cyclone” of Interest and dis. 
cussion. Their subject matter and simplicity of expression make them intensely 
interesting and fascinatingly attractive to every one who can understand the sim
plest English. They have made simple and clear the most difficult problems of 
human life, and carry a special message to all who love the truth.
The Great Psychological Crime—Con

tents—Part I.
Psychological Crime; New Defini

tions; Pertinent Admissions; What la 
Hypnotism; The Deadly Parallel; Man 
and His Two Organisms; Physiology 
and Pathology of Hypnotism; "Auto
Hypnotism,” a Misnomer; “Suggestion," 
a Lexicological Libel; Independent Sug
gestion, a Fact; Hypnotism and the 
Three Brains; Does Hypnotism Cure? 
A Violation of Natural Law; True Sug
gestion aud Therapeutic Faith; Post
Mortem Hypnotism; What of the Hyp
notist?
Part II.

A Risk and a Duty; Other Defini
tions; Significant Admissions; Facts 
Demonstrated; Spiritual Mediumship 
Analyzed and Classified; The Principle 
involved; “Automatic, Physical Medi
umship" Impossible; Neither a “Gift" 
Nor a “Power"; The Destructive Prin
ciple In Mediumship; Mediumship and 
Morality; Mediumship and Martyrdom; 
Mediumship and “Affinity"; Medium
ship and Emotionalism; Mediums and 
Their Motives; Mediumship and Insan
ity.
Part III.

The Genesis of "Hell”; The Way of 
Death; In Perspective; Individual Im
mortality; On What It Depends; Self
Control, the Application; The Line of 
Despair and tho Powers of Darkness;

Supplemental.
The Value of "Theories"; Differences 

and Distinctions; Transmigrations 
Transubstantiation; Reincarnations 
Metempsychosis; Self-Perpetuation^ 
Conditional Immortality; Inherent Im
mortality; Individual Extinction; Psy
chical Reinvesture.

M. A. J.: Q. I am.a Spiritualist, yet 
a member of the Baptist church, and 
take an, active part in the Ladies' Aid 
Society, I feel the presence of my 
lost ones, and cannot give them up, yet 
of late there is a feeling coming over 
me when I go to church or Aid, that 1 
am doing wbat I ought not to do. I 
want to do the Master’s will. Do I 
weaken the power which enables my 
spirit friends to approach me by this 
course?

A. It is a bard struggle to break 
away from the belief, associations aud 
friendships of early life, and unless a 
principle is involved, it is not a duty to 
make tbe sacrifice. If one grows out of 
these beliefs, and fully understands 
how erroneous and misleading they ore, 
he may reach a point where oil the at
tachments and associations of the past 
will be as nothing to the consciousness 
of freedom, and the glorious prospect 
from the heights gained, and the lifted 
horizon. Perhaps by continuing to work 
with the sisters of tho church, for a 
time at least, thoughts may be thrown 
out at appropriate occasions tliat will 
lead them to new views of the purposes 
of life and consequences of death. Such 
service may not be done in any other 
manner.

But when one reaches this state.of 
self-questioning, the new ideas quicken 
tbe conscience, and demand open ex
pression and to be lived by, it is diffi
cult to go on in the old path and give 
tacit support to that which 1b felt to be 
wrong. We have no doubt that this 
correspondent will find that the mem
bers ot her church aro more favorable 
to the teachings of Spiritualism than 
she now thinks they aro. It ia the 
name that In most cases frightens away. 
Thoughts and ideas need not be labeled. 
Policy and discussion are good allies in 
establishing the truth. To lock horns 
with everyone whom we Think in error 
destroys our Influence and power to 
lead. The gentle Suggestion Is more 
powerful to convince than stern com
mand. The “Master" always leads to 
the truth, by the truth, and for the 
truth, and bls voice is the voice of the 
innermost conscience. When this 
speaks the soul can find no rest until It 
fashions the conduct of life to-its-dic
tates. •

1

OVER AND OVER.

CARRIE E. S. TW1NG.north.
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in particular that occurred there; and 
will relate it under this heading, viz.:

An Illuminated Ancient Atlantlan.

"Healing, Causes and Effects,” By 
W. R Phelon, M. D. Price 50 cents.

A Strange Dream.

MPORTANT REFLECTIONS.

will express what the spirit world has

For tbe sake of witnessing to that 
which to me Is realized truth, I will 
lay aside feelings tliat would hinder me 
from making known personal experi
ences of the most sacred character, and

In Reverence to Spirit Life and the Des
tiny of Man.

C. B.:' Q. Can you inform mo ot re
liability of a party advertising to cure 
nervous troubles, obsession and insan
ity? He makes no charges but lets his 
patients pay when cured what they 
think it is worth.

A. We know nothing personal of tho 
person mentioned, but on general prin
ciples, will affirm that no one can do 
•what this prospectus promises. The as- 
jiurance that there will be no charges 
until cure is effected, Is a delusive 
catch, and you will find that pay enough 
will be exacted.

If you have a case of "obsession” it Is 
quite sure to be "nervous disorder,” and 
for tliat there must be a cause which 
must first ba removed. I have met with 
many cases of so-called "obsession,” 
and although It may not bo agreeable to 
say, the fact remains, that I have yet to 
meet the first Instance which could not 
be directly referable to perverted or dis
ordered passion, by which tbe nerve 
force is depleted and what may bo 
called ’ sexual Insanity dominant It 
inay be a palliative, and a welcome ex
cuse to make a scapegoat of "obsessing 
spirits,” und thus escape responsibility, 
but the responsibility remains never
theless, and the cure must be applied 
by self-control and cannot be furnished 
ready-made by self-lauded schemes of 
others.

M. D. Stacy: Q. What is the weight 
of a million gold dollars?

The United States gold dollar weighs 
25.8 troy grains, or a million dollars in 
avoirdupois weight 3,685.8 pounds. The 
contrast witli sliver is great, for a mill
ion dollars ot the latter would weigh 
58,929.9 pounds avoirdupois. A ton ot 
sliver has 37,704.84 dollars. A ten of 
gold 602.799.21 dollars. A cubic foot of 
gold weighs 1203 pounds, 10 ounces. A 
cubic foot of silver. 625 pounds, 13 
ounces.

E. L. Ray: Q. Should I ask a friend 
/ny/ore death to deliver a message to 
some friend, after his death, could he 
deliver the same?

A. Such a message would be faith
fully carried, but It Is possible that the 
spirit to whom it was to be delivered 
might not be easily found. It you 
should say to a friend starting on a 
journey to England, take this message 
to a certain friend you have there, 
•without a direction as to town or city 
where that friend might be found, you 
■would impose a duty which might bo 
impossible to perform. In the vastness 
of the spirit world, unless the spirit to 
whom the message was sent, at times 
came Into your personal sphere, there 
•would be great difficulty in finding a 
given Individual. If the spirit does at 
times come near you, then, you can by 
earnest thought give the message your
self. The spirit will receive it though 
you may be unconscious of its so doing.

A. C. Lantz: Q. Will the Socialist 
movement be in possession of the pow
ers of the government of the United 
States in tho year 1908?

A. The student of the history ot po
litical . parties becomes aware of the 
great difficulties attending the inception 
of a new organization, and will scarcely 
be ready to grant that it would be pos
sible to bring such a radical change in 
four years. Not only to organize a 
party, but on such grounds ot public 
policy that it would be acceptable to tho 
majority of eighty millions of people, is 
a task for a generation. If a socialistic 
party were thoroughly organized and in 
the field, the coming presidential con
test, with a socialistic condidate, it is 
not within the bounds ot probability 
that he would receive a single electoral 
vote. This is not saying that Social
ism as understood by the best informed 
of its advocates is not true, or the best 
policy, but it is saying that the people 
at large do not understand it, and are 
not educated out of the old ruts in 
which government Hfis run. Is it pos
sible that In four years a radical change 
can be made in the minds of the peo
ple? It this is to be brought about, 
.then, socialism must first be relieved of 
pre obloquy brought on it by its 111-ad- 

■ vised and ranting exponents, who make 
it synonymous with nihilism and an
archy. The newspapers now published 
in its interest must give more space to 
instructing their readers in what social
ism is and is not, than to berating the 
government with treasonable froth. 
The unions will have to stand with all 
citizens on the platform of law and not 
on force)’ to which they now so readily 
resort, and socialism will have to put 
better men to its front, than have made 
themselves so conspicuous.

And now as we are In the prophetic 
business, let us Bay further that the 
lawless element of the unions do not 
understand the temper of the American 
people, when they resort to force. The 
existence of government depends on the 
laws being obeyed, and the consensus 
of public opinion is that they must and 
ehall be obeyed. You may modify or 
change the laws, that Is the right of ev
ery citizen to assist In this by petition 

■ and vote, but no organization has a 
right to defy the law as it exists. Some

' time the unions will go too far, and

What are called prophetic dreams oc
cur to me only when I am about to 
awaken from a long night's sleep. 
Sometimes they come for instruction, 
sometimes as a warning against danger 
and sometimes to convince me of an er
ror and show me the inconsistency of 
my course, or, perhaps, as an exhorta
tion to amend my conduct or to check 
unprofitable thought and desires.

•For instance, if for some days previ
ously I had allowed myself to desire 
some selfish advantage, such as wealth, 
public applause or fame, I would dream 
that my hands wore soiled by contact 
with ordure, and I would awaken with 
horror and disgust. Indeed, I know 
pretty well now what is intended by 
the symbols; various as they are I rec
ognize the significance of each, and thus 
am greatly profited by instruction com
ing through dreams.

Those dreams which are intended to 
point out emphatlcally-Tiow wrong my 
judgment or conduct 1b, are sometimes 
terribly alarming and shock mo by their 
Intense condemnation of my thought or 
course, and from them I learn how Im
portant it is (in view ot the soul's truth, 
duty and responsibility) to walk circum
spectly and never violate “conscience.”

I have long since learned that the 
way from error to truth is not an easy 
one to travel, and that much discipline 
must be endured before we became fit 
to mingle with “just men and women 
made more perfect” in another and 
better world.

The life of the man of Nazareth is a 
symbol of the life of man and woman of 
all time, of every nation and every tem
perament; the variations of individual 
cases do not alter the rule. The jour- 
neyings of the children of Israel from 
slavery to Pharaoh, to the passage 
through the sea and the worship of 
idols in the wilderness, are all shadows 
of the life of man. Belief in the letter 
killeth the spirituality of the churches, 
but the spirit would give them life. 
But "great is Diana,” and still greater 
the “golden calf.” The advance of 
truth is blocked by the pride of religion, 
some people worship self and call It 
God.

Tbe following is not a very remark
able dream, but It was to me very vivid 
and left a strong impression. It will be 
noticed that it does not condemn those 
who believe in law or nature; It merely 
illustrates.

October 29, just before awaking I had 
a strange dream. I thought an angel or 
spirit stood before me. She wore a long 
robe the color of which resembled 
brown, and it was literally covered with 
geometrical figures. She spoke to me:

“I shall come for you soon,” she said, 
“and I thought I would call on you to 
let you know.”

“How soon will you come for me?” 
I asked. .

“In about ten days,” she replied.
“I thank you,” said L "I am ready to 

go at any time.”
As we were about to separate a 

thought struck me: .
“I beg your pardon, madame. Allow 

me to ask, do you believe In God?”
"Oh, no,” she replied. "I believe in 

natural law, like Mrs. A. and Mr. B.,” 
and she named several persons whom I 
knew to be good citizens.

“Ah, then, madame," Bald I, “you need 
not come for ma We would not be con
genial. I believe in God, and therefore 
could not go with you; but I thank you 
for the Interest you have taken in me.”

Then we parted.
Sturgis, Mich. THOS. HARDING.

During recent years I have attended 
numerous seances of Mrs. H. S. Stans
bury, and also Mrs. A. Spaulding, in 
Boston; both of whom are true and sin
cere mediums, and at whose seances it 
is no unusual occurrence for two, three 
or even four materialized spirits to be 
outside of the cabinet at the same time 
conversing with their mortal friends; 
they also go through the process of ma
terializing their forms outside of the 
cabinet in various parts of the'seance 
room; even, two at a time side by side, 
in plain view of all to perceive; also de
materializing in plain view, gradually 
diminishing in size until completely 
dissolved from view into the very at
mosphere itself, from whence they had 
originally emerged in the process of 
materialization.

During the few minutes they remain 
with their mortal friends, they not only 
reveal their identity by giving tbelr 
names, but in their conversation such 
truths and Information are imparted as 
carries conviction that they are just 
who they represent themselves to bo.

I recently attended a seance at Mrs. 
A. Spaulding’s, 61 Rutland street, Bos- 
'.ton, and desire to refer‘to! one Mcldbift1'

taken from her shoulders,, touching the 
faces of all in the circle, and deposited 
on the bead of one of tbe gentlemen. A 
fancy pillow was carried about in the 
same way, as was also a bunch of vio
lets taken- from the dress of a lady and 
passed rapidly under the noses of all 
present so they could be felt aud 
smelled.

The writer received a fine magnetic 
treatment in answer to a request. She 
plainly felt two hands ‘move up and 
down the spine several times, then pass 
in front over the lungs, Imparting a 
strength and glowing warmth that was 
restful and sustaining, and different 
from the touch , of any mortal hand. 
The table was lifted'tda considerable 
height from our midst and a chair 
drawn from under one of the ladles aud 
replaced as deftly as possible.

Meanwhile any number of raps were'' 
heard on the table, questions answered 
by them and lights floated about. A 
trumpet lying in the centre of the table 
was lifted, carried around the circle, 
tapping different ones, on the head, 
hands or breast. Numerous raps were 
heard upon It and the vlteations in it 
were so plainly feltytliatDlt seemed to 
bo a living creatures Hit

Riley sat as one of .the. circle, his 
hands being held by. ithoso sitting on 
either side, but therb-waAono shadow of 

doubt in the mindal of; those present 
that the work could Jie -tliat ot any but 
the invisible but powerful' spirit intel
ligences of his band. Wliat has been 
told, and more, occupied no more than 
from fifteen to twenty minutes, and it 
would have taken many pairs of hands 
to accomplish whaljtbey did simulta
neously. , ,; . -)-,.

If Robert Hale cou)(l witness such ex
hibitions of power $nd intelligence as 
are given in these i^olep ,pnd the full-

During the seance, a spirit of majestic 
stature and commanding presence is
sued from the cabinet, dressed in 
black, and a loose flowing robe adorning 
him that had a golden illuminated bor
der all around it, while the entire robe 
was dotted with illuminated spots, and 
as he would wave the robe with his 
hands the spots would change in size, 
form and brightness until they finally 
became brilliantly illuminated stars.

Then extending his right arm hori
zontally from his side, he waved it up 
and down two or three times, and as ha 
did so an illuminated aura issued from 
his hand like rays of light and formed 
an illuminated space of, I should judge, 
about five feet square, and this square 
space was perfectly alive, so to speak, 
with rays of light darting here and 
there with indescribable rapidity, yet 
commingling harmoniously with each 
other. Imagine if you can a hundred 
shafts of lightning darting with light
ning-like rapidity over the entire sur
face of this five-feet-square space until 
every inch of it was a mass of living, 
darting light in motion, and you will 
see It as near as I can describe it; then, 
Instantaneously, this beautiful space of 
darting light resolved itself into the 
form of a materialized lady spirit ar
rayed In robes from which radiated this 
supernal light, and remaining standing 
thus a few moments she advanced to 
the side of the other spirit; and thus 
they stood, man and woman, and in a 
few moments retired to the cabinet

After the seance, I was informed that 
they were Atlantlan spirits of the long- 
lost continent of Atlantis, who had but 
recently came to Mrs. Spaulding's spirit 
band and announced themselves as 
Yarma (or Yermah) and Mona, but 
that they are very reticent as to why 
they have come or what may be their 
intended mission. Such revelations 
are awaited with Interest. i

Persons who witness the spirit ma
terializations of the present time, can 
easily realize the truthfulness of the 
ancient manifestations of a similar na
ture as related In biblical historical 
records; and not only spirit materiali
zation, but all of the varied manifesta
tions of the "gifts of the spirit” that 
are recorded in ancient history, are 
now being duplicated and reproduced 
throughout the world in as great if not' 
greater power than in ancient-biblical 
times in the time of Jesus; in fact it is 
recorded of Jesus that he gave utter
ance to the statement that "greater 
things than I do shall ye also do.”

JOHN WESLEY HOWLETT.
Mansfield, Mass.

form materializations that-,follow, there 
>shpuM,btyin9qsi^qw-<^^
hfs, dr any reasonable mind; asuto the 
posslblnty .pf prpdiljifngigenulne phe
nomena. ... . . ,., -a ■ ’

When asked why he did not try for 
the $1,000 offered, Mr. Riley said he did 
not like thp principle of betting or mak
ing a wager on the gifts of the spirit. 
He had made it a rule during his fif
teen years of successful mediumship 
never to sit for anyope who had made 
a wager, however srpall, upon the re
sults to be obtained,. He added, “If 
Mr. Hale wishes to bp-convinced there 
are good mediums in the west who can 
give him genuine materialization, if he 
wishes to see mine, bp can come where 
I am at much less, cost than the 
amount offered. Should I go there and 
succeed in convincing him, there would 
still be the great world' of skeptics out
side who would be just as incredulous 
as ever. They would . not take his 
word for what he saw any more than he 
is now ready to take the testimony of 
thousands of just as intelligent people 
as himself, who are thoroughly con
vinced that genuine spirit forms can be 
and are being materialized in many se
ance rooms over the broad land. 
THERE IS NOT THE LEAST QUES
TION THAT MUCH COUNTERFEIT
ING HAS BEEN AND IS NOW BEING 
DONE AS A MEANS OF REVENUE, 
but a counterfeit always suggests a 
genuine somewhere. He can find it for 
much less than $1,900 If he will seek 
it conscientiously and with a mind open 
for truth.” . AGNES PERRY.

Chicago, Ill.
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“Just the same thing over and oyer!"
But that is the way of the world, my

\ dear;! .,- A ,
Over and over, over and over.

Old things repeated from year to 
... . year! ] - -

Hear what the sun saith: "Patient still, 
The vaulted heavens I climb and

.climb, ; ■
Over and over with tireless will,

Day after day till the end of time!
"Never a pause and never a rest;

Yet every morning the. earth Is new, 
And ever the clouds In the golden west

Have a fresh glory^hinlng through.” 
Hear what the grass-salt)?! “Up the 

- hills, f "di1
And through the oi¥hhrd# I creep and 

creep, nr*1 0 '
Over the meadows Ad vfflke. the rills 

Laugh In the shadS^b SAoi and deep.
“Every spring it is. just the same! ■ - 

And because it is. foam Bure to see
The oriole’s flash of vividfflame

In the pink-white -'^oom-of the apple
. tree.” . 0.. IjB *

Hear what dear Love^iltfPf "Oh, I hear 
The same old stor?cbver&nd over;

Mother and maiden year by* year
Whisper it still-to Mild ahd lover!1K "; Jus

“But sweeter it grownfrqmi age to age, 
The song begottei^so.lpBg ago,

When first man camajo ^heritage,
And walked with (tod dip the even 

glow." .- — Julia o.T(. Dorr.
“PrinSpieFoFughtandTcoior." By 

E. D. Babbitt, M. DALL. D. A truly 
great work of a master mind, and ono 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of, tears of deep 
thought and patient research into Na
ture’s finer forces are^ here gathered 
and made amenable to the well-bolng of 
humanity. MediCal metaespbdltilly, and 

• scientists, general readers anil students 
of occult forces will' flag instruction of 
great value and • interest- ‘A largo, four 
poiina-book, strongly, popnfl, and con
taining beautiful Illustrative. plates. 
■For Balo at this-office. -’‘Price,‘postpaid, 
$5. ft is a wonderful 'Sorb tad you Trill 
be delighted with it-

with great power, “Rocked in tiie 
Cradle ot the Deep," mid followed the 
song with an address upon the follow
ing subject: What is the essential dif- 
f<®ence between Spiritualism and Chris- ; 
tlanfty; another, Between Spiritualism ; 
and Buddhism; another, Between Spir- i 
ituaiism and Theosophy? He said the 
different subjects might be blended into 
one universal, religion. He spoke of 
tlm inconsistency of any religion that 
would shut up all its good spirits in 
some far-away heaven, and leave the 
doors of hell wide open for devils to 
swarm at pleasure and psychologize the 
sensitives of earth, lie felt the doctrine 
pernicious that would give such power 
to evil and limit the divine in the hu
man. Mrs. Coffman followed his lecture 
with a seance.

Tiie masquerade ball ou Tuesday eve 
would do credit to a city gathering; al
though crowded, all was orderly and a 
very enjoyable evening was spent. The 
beautiful silk quilt was drawn by Mrs. 
C. C. Bacon, of Lake Brady, Ohio, and 
all rejoiced that our honored friend re
ceived it; while the writer was very 
glad to be the possessor of a very beau
tiful pillow made and donated to the .so
ciety, by-MrSj Haviland, of Marshall
town, Iowa.

Mr. Colville's classes begin Monday 
morning at 10 o’clock; and continue 
every week day until the close of the 
camp.

Two very enjoyable evenings (Satur
day and Sunday )have been spent in the 
dedication of tiie cottages of President 
Bond and Vice-president Hilligoss.

Saturday evening, although it had 
rained all day, found tiie Bond cottage 
full, even the porches being occupied. 
People came from DeLand and Lake 
Helen and contributions of flowers and 
fruits were many and most artistically 
arranged by Mrs. Bond and her daugh
ter, Mrs. Maynard Bond. Dr. Hilligoss 
was chairman of tiie evening, and after 
tho song “America,” introduced the fol
lowing friends who voiced words of ap
preciation for their honored host and 
hostess and congratulations that in 
their Southern home they had not only 
the respect and love of those by whom 
they were surrounded, but were fortu
nate enough to have their children near 
them, as three boys (or men) are here 
and Eva, their arisen daughter is their 
watcher and helper. The speakers 
were Mrs. Coffman, Mrs. Twing, Mrs. 
Wheeler, Mrs. McDonald, Mr. Conant 
and Dr. Joseph Sherman. Mr. Colville 
then gave a most beautiful address and 
ended In poetic language by naming the 
cottage Rainbow Villa.

Delicious refreshments were served; 
and then all repaired to the Pavilion 
where a band from DeLand awaited 
them, and those ‘who desired spent 
some time in the merry dance, Presi
dent Bond and wife and most of the eld
erly people joining In,

Sunday evening a large number gath
ered -at the cottage of Dr. Hilligoss and 
wife when a like service was observed, 
barring out the last part. Their cot
tage is very beautifully finished and 
furnished, and roomy, and was packed 
with friends who wished to do honor to 
them. President Bond presided and in
troduced Mrs. Twing, and read regrets 
from Mrs. Coffman at her inability to be 
there, and congratulations for the occa
sion; then Mrs. Wheeler, Mrs. Conant, 
Mr. Hopkins, Mrs. McDonald and as the 
evening before, Mr. Colville spoke, and 
named the cottage “Spruce Pine Villa.” 
Vice-president Hilligoss responded most 
feelingly, as diet President Bond upon 
the previous eve.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Kellogg have 
the sympathy of all; they have received 
news of their son Burt passing away 
suddenly at his Grandfather Kellogg’s, 
In Cleveland, Ohio, March 4. Owing to 

- Mr. Kellogg’s poor health they will re
main, here until it is a little warmer

taught me relative to reincarnation.
Desiring truth for its own sake. I 

gave up, some ten years ago, the pur
suits ot earthly pleasures, and by liv
ing a life of spiritual devotion 1 strove 
to lift myself above the passionate and 
selfish elements of mortal existence in 
order to become attuned to tho higher 
realms ot spirit life, and In order to live 
in close communion with mighty souls 
of wisdom and love who live beyond 
tho coniines of falsehood and error. I 
felt tliat the spiritual nature must be 
attuned to universal love and to purity 
ot thought and affection, like that of the 
more developed souls, if it would seek 
to know tbe companionship of beings 
living on the higher planes. After five 
years of devotion to my ideal of spir
itual development I began to be con
scious of the spirit side ot life, While 
my body slept I would function con
sciously as a spirit In the spirit world. 
The wonders and- glories of the spir
itual world began to unfold more and 
more, as I learned its laws and worked 
to heal and uplift spirits coining from 
earth life. I became acquainted with 
angelic beings of great power and wis
dom, called Masters in the spirit world, 
who I learned had been drawing me to
ward the higher life and who wore help
ing me to awaken and develop my soul 
powers.

Then I realized that I as a soul had 
known and been associated with those 
beings for ages; that the consciousness 
of my personality was but a very small 
part of the consciousness possessed by 
the soul; that during a period of 2,500 
years my soul had entered into birth as 
a mortal personality six times, for the 
sake of bringing truth to humanity, and 
in each one of these incarnations had 
the aid and co-operation of these Mas
ters; that by so doing the soul, which 
is a germ of Divinity, has been develop
ing its spiritual muscles and bringing 
into expression on the lowest plane 
powers of will and love that will ulti
mately give it the degree ot Mastery 
as an archangel of God, an executor of 
the will of the eternal Father. Oh, the 
glories of this blending of mortal with 
immortal nature no pen of mortal can 
describe; my spirit is never clouded by 
the spirit of earth, because the light of 
the Father-Mother God fills my soul and 
mind with ineffable joy.

Now for five years I have been living 
this double existence of spirit and mor
tal, healing and teaching on both 
planes, and during this time I have 
found the motive of these Masters to be 
so noble and so pure, and their insight 
into the mighty workings of the spirit 
of God so profound, and their advice 
and guidance so valuable on all planes 
that I place" their teachings in a very 
exalted position, and when I find an
other teaching that contradicts what 
they have taught me and demonstrated 
to me while I have been In the spirit 
state, I naturally begin to question in 
order that I may see If there are any 
defects in the doctrine as it has been 
revealed to me, because truth only is 
valuable. An error, no matter how

soul or the germ of a soul lived and ex
isted within the blood of the male par
ent, and the male parent breathed it in 
from the ethereal atmosphere.” Thia 
approximates tiie truth as it lias been, 
shown to me, except that I would use 
the word personality for soul, and state 
that the female egg fertilized by the 
male germ bos as much influence in tha 
malting of a personality as the male 
principle; tliat the mole and female 
mental attributes are blended into the 
creation of a now personality. And the 
mother lias an incalculable influence 
over the forming personality during the 
period of gestation.

Again I quote: “After development 
and growth, also after birth, the germ 
can no more go back and become s 
germ again than a chick can go back 
into its shell. Nothing goes backward. 
All things go forward, and thus, rein, 
carnation is an utter impossibility."

It is not stated, so far as I know, that 
the personalty evolved from the germ 
goes back into a germ again. The pro
cess as it has been shown to me by tha 
Masters Is like this: The personality 
created by the parents is in the imaga 
and likeness of the mortal parents, par
taking of their mental powers and at
tributes, and if there were no additional
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TWi li i new "Ceiechtem" In Ute fall bomo of the 
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beautiful It may appear, is useless to 
humanity.

There are so great a number ot ways 
of development ot individual spirits and 
so many different temperaments and 
needs on the part ot progressing spirits, 
that we cannot lay down a rule which 
shall be the way every spirit shall pro
gress. Souls have free will and ac
cording to their will and desire will 
they seek to progress. The spirit of 
God is liberty to all souls and allows 
each and every one to seek his own 
method of expression, thus giving .birth 
to infinite variety. If a soul seeks to 
Incarnate once or a dozen times, that is 
his privilege, for through what he de
sires to do will his own natural pro
gression take place. Freedom is a 
mighty principle in all planes of exist
ence. But because one soul finds 
growth and power by reincarnating 
does not prove that all shall be under 
the necessity of reincarnating. The 
ancient Hindus saw the truth of rein
carnation In a narrow way, and then 
turned their metaphysical minds to 
evolving a theory based on isolated 
cases, and from their mortal" concept 
came the dogma of reincarnation; from 
their belief in the need of an avenging 
justice, they evolved the doctrine of 
Karma.

It has been stated by an opponent ot 
reincarnation that "tho life, which is 
(not) tiie soul, exists within the germ 
previous to Its entering the egg; that 
tho toother has nothlfig hi all to do with 
creating the life principle;' sho merely 
sustains and. cherishes -a life dr soul 
while it' is 'developing enough tQ enter 
pie outer world; that life which Is the

power given to the personality it would 
never transcend the limitations of Its 
parents’ mind. But this personal mind 
draws to Itself an evolved soul from tha 
spiritual world, which becomes attached 
to the forming personality at the time 
of quickening, and according to its 
evolved power, whether strong or weak, 
musical or mechanical, refined or ma* 
terial, determines in a large measure lu 
what direction the personality shall ba 
different from Its parents. It 1b limited 
in many respects by the laws of mortal 
heredity, unless its personality learns 
ot the spiritual potencies within its 
own being and develops them to the 
overcoming of the mortal limitations. 
This evolved entity that reincarnates 
holds within itself the potencies of the 
highest state that it has polarized 
from, within it is the'image and like
ness of Divinity, and in its upward pro 
gression tills golden germ of God-power 
will eventually gain the ascendency 
over all the attributes accumulated 
from mortal experience, and subordin
ate them to its wise purpose.

For the sake of clearness I will use 
a personal illustration: My personal
ity is not a reincarnation; it came from 
mortal parents. I as a personality did 
not exist previous to my physical con
ception; and the personality and sou! 
that reincarnated in this form did not 
become limited in consciousness to the 
limitations of my personal mind. He, 
my higher self, holds in his conscous- 
ness all the knowledge he has gained 
through a long past of mortal and spir
itual experience, and when I am free 
at night from the limitations of thia 
mortal brain my consciousness is blend
ed with his (my soul) and we are one. 
And if after years in the spirit world 
should again desire to take up a phys
ical body as an Instrument for phys
ical expression, I would not lose my 
present consciousness thereby, but I 
would be bound to remain in connection 
with that body during its life time, and 
as far as physical expression goes, I 
would be limited by the thoughts and 
feelings of that personality; but my 
own consciousness could still communi
cate with the angelic world, and In a 
large degree retain connection with its 
light and wisdom, and this accumulated 
wisdom would be the voice of intuition 
to my personality.

Those who would ridicule the truth of 
reincarnation bold before us the idea 
of an intelligent spirit going back Inta 
a Hottentot, an Esquimaux, an African 
or an animal In order to show the ab
surdity ot the doctrine of reincarnation. 
Their ridicule is all very well, if di
rected against the old Hindu theories of 
reincarnation and karma which have 
been galvanized into life by the spir
itual wave of the present time. It 19 
not taught from the spiritual world at 
the present time that man re-enters tha 
animal form or even seeks reincarna
tion In a form below his last Incarna
tion. It would be contrary to reason 
ahd spiritual attraction for an Intelli
gent spirit to even associate with tha 
lower races of humanity, much less in
carnate among them, unless he felt led 
to become a savior to them and coulf 
find no other way.

My. teachers are all Hindus, but they 
do not teach truth as It Is taught 
among the Hindus on the earth plane;] 
to them the ancient teachings of trans
migration, karma and asceticism are 
but grotesque images of truth evolved
from mortal ignorance.

But this subject la too large for one 
article. I shall contribute more of my < 
experience In a future article If it la , 
acceptable to the editor of this paper. ‘ 
................. ’ WALTER DE VOE.s
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LETTERS FROM SPIRIT-LIFE
Lincoln and Washington Send Messages 

of Good Wil). ■

My jjood friends, with joy do I greet 
you once more. 1 wish to say to you, 

‘that my spirit message, which was so 
well received by my earth friends, the 
publication of which made many hearts 
rejoice in both worlds, for the opening 
wide of this door between the seen and 
the unseen, allowing the easy passage 
of tlie denizens of tlie spirit world to 
their friends upon the earth plane, le: 
much appreciated aud enjoyed. And 
when yon find a psychic, whose unfold-, 
meat is capable of sensing our near 
presence, and of giving utterance to our 
thoughts, it is both a blessed joy and 
privilege to return to earth, and to enter 
tlie presence of such a gifted soul.

My few words of address to night aro 
tor two reasons: First, to express my 
gratitude aud appreciation of this de
lightful method to control, and, second, 
to introduce to you my friend, tbe noble 
spirit of my friend and co-worker, 
George Washington, who accompanied 
me here to-night. He will try to say a 
few words to you, and If your time is 
not too limited, he may succeed in giv
ing a message to the world. I desire 
greatly to repeat the pleasure of my for
mer attempt, when you can spare me 
•for that purpose, some of your valuable 
time and vitality. Tlie good old song 
of "Auld Lang Syne," my dear lady, you 
played at the request of my friend, 
•Georgt Washington, and you had many 
spirit listeners to your sweet music. 

‘Ah! you live very near the spirit world 
®nd have many unseen visitors every 
•day in your quiet home. Now I will 
withdraw, and give place to my friend.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
A Communication from George Wash

Ington.
This is indeed a great pleasure, and a 

wonderful privilege to return once more 
to this little planet, called earth, where 
I once resided in a fleshly form, and 
lived my allotted time, till my life-work 
was complete. I repeat, my friends, 
•these words, the privilege is great, and 
the pleasure is keen, to return once 
more to earth, and to voice my thoughts 
through the receptive brain of this psy
chic, witli whose organism I can come 
In close rapport. Not a ripple mars 
the perfect harmony which I find in the 
peaceful atmosphere of this quiet se-. 

• ance room, every thought-wave whose 
vibrations 1 sense is full of peace and 
love for all humanity. Now that I have 
gained such perfect control, may I be 
allowed to still further tax the time and 
vitality of this sensitive, and send a 
message forth to the children of earth, 
replete with the ripened experience of 
my many years of progressive life in 
the spirit land? With many thanks for 
the courtesy,* I will now address the 
general public through your organism.
A Message to Earth, from the Arisen

Spirit of George Washington.
Though many long years have passed 

upon the earth plane since I enjoyed a 
residence among you all, think not for 
one moment, ye dwellers in the terres
trial world, that 1 have ceased to regard 
with interest, your plane of material ex
istence. Deem it not Impossible or ex
traordinary that 1 have been an active 
and useful guardian and protector of all 
the interests of Humanity and helped to 
guide and direct tho many important 

' phases of your spiritual growth and un
foldment. From this side, the realm of 
causes, the true Home of the Soul, I 
have given my aid in the formation, de
velopment and progression of the laws 
of the many material forces needed for 
the enlightenment of humanity. The 
honor.glven me by the children of earth 
since my departure to the higher life,

the appellation, "Father of His Coun
try,” I truly appreciate and endeavor 
now to truly deserve that beautiful 
tribute by toy earnest active work here 
in the spirit spheres, in tho protecting 
love and®iatchful care I am constantly 
sending back to the children of earth. 
Ah! how clearly from my home above, 
do I see* the need of earth people for -tlie 
protection of a father’s loving care! 
The Infinite Father of all the Universe 
doth choose from his loving family of 
progressive, aspiring souls in these 
higher spirit spheres, certain fitting, de
veloped spirits, as instruments of His 
Power, to guide and influence the loving 
children on the earth .plane.

. Many Inspired teachers, the poets, 
philosophers, sages, and those who, in 
their humble walks of life, live the pure 
Christ life, are the chosen ones of the 
Infinite Father, as they do their ap
pointed work nobly, aud live the true, 
unselfish life of tlie Spirit, they uncon
sciously shed a radiance over the unde
veloped portion of humanity, and bless 
and purify all souls who recognize 
their, true worth and useful lives.

There are those upon earth who truly 
live the Christ life, and they are the 
chosen teachers to whom the wonderful 
medium, Christ himself, from his high 
place in the heavens above, sends down 
to them loving waves of thought force, 
which purify, and strengthen them for 
their qhosen work. ’ With what differ
ent views I now regard religion upon 
earth. My broader vision, my enlarged 
field of labor enables my spirit eyes to 
pierce the deep mists of superstition 
and ignorance, which have so long en
veloped the world in darkness. Some 
of the grandest truths are tlie simplest, 
and easiest understood. “Except ve be 
as little children, ye cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” The simplicity of 
lite is one of its greatest charms, when 
rightly understood. There are many 
souls upon the earth plane who are liv
ing truly the life of the spirit, and who 
have reached to the heart of things, 
and found tlie pearl of great price. Re
ligion, to all such souls, is in daily liv
ing a pure, unselfish life, In “doing unto 
others as you would have others do 
unto you.” Their daily lives are earn
est prayers, whose incense ascends to 
heaven above, and adds constantly to 
the glorious beauty of the spirit land. 
In the world of politics, when true re
ligion shall sweeten and purify the 
lives of those who actively engage in its 
engrossing pursuits, when treachery 
will give place to honest dealings with 
one’s fellow-men, when ambition will 
give place to the highest, noblest aspi
ration, when honor will be given to tbe 
truest and noblest men who are en
dowed by nature with tlie best gifts, 
which make them the right men for the 
right place, the men best fitted to fill 
the presidential chair, and the same 
rigid rule be applied to others who seek 
high offices, then your country will be 
ruled aright.

Improvement is needed everywhere, 
in everything concerning the interests 
of earth. Better men, better laws, 
purer motives, nobler zeal, and active, 
unflagging work in every direction is 
necessary for the uplifting and better
ment of humanity.

But the spirit world both sees and un
derstands the needs of humanity. Our 
annual spiritual convention forms the 
laws, guides the affairs, and superin
tends generally, all the Important af
faire on the earth plane.

But I hear you say, “Why, then, are 
they so faulty? Why this discord, this 
seemingly backward road of retrogres- 
sipn? Why so much warfare, and such 
a general disturbance over the whole 
globe?"

Ah! my many earnest inquirers, your 
earth vision Is necessarily limited and 
narrow, which causes you to ask such a 
question. It Is good and necessary for 

: humanity to pass threugh these eras of 
! conflict ; ■
1 Without a struggle, there could bo no
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growth. Without these dissensions and 
conflictions in human life, there would, 
be nothing gained, no victory won. 
Otherwise, all would be stagnation, 
death. In your manly, heroic efforts to 
gain freedom, liberty, the world is grow
ing stronger, better, more spiritual, and 
you are fast nearing a new dispensa
tion, when the light of a true and 
broader religion will so brighten with 
its radiance the whole world, when war
fare will cease, and peace will reign, for 
spiritualized man will have climbed to 
tne glorious heights of unselfish love 
and purity, and the "New Kingdom" 
will be received with acclamations of 
joy by tha children of earth, who will 
then realize more fully the perfect love 
and goodness of the Infinite Father of 
all.

Millions of arisen spirits are eagerly 
watching with joyful pride, the spiritual 
unfoldment and purification of human
ity. Tbo two worlds are so closely 
blended that it is as one, and daily, 
hourly, are they coming nearer and 
nearer together, so closely entwined 
that the thoughts from either side will 
be heard as clear as our audible tones 
at present. The day will come yet upon 
the earthplane, when spirits will be-' 
come visible to the mortal eyes asQ a 
dafy, common occurrence. Oh! ye den
izens of eartli, receive and accept my 
message as a prophetic utterance, from 
the ripened spirit of the "Father of His 
Country.” '

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
Through Ella F. Porter, Medium.
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upon the books of the Association. Every me
dium, every speaker, and in fact every man and 

' woman who loves the cause of Spiritualism 
should swell this fund with their gift. The ap
peal of Mrs. Longley is just and timely. If our 
cause is worth sustaining these dear old pioneer 
workers who have become invalids at their posts 
are worthy of our sweetest kindness and tender- 
est care. Let us help our helpless mediums, and 
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PASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.

[Obituaries to tbe extent ot ten lines 
only will bo inserted free. All In excess 
of ten Unes will be charged at the rate 
of fifteen cents per Une. About seven 
.words constitute one Une.]

At Pennville, Ind., on the morning of 
Feb. 26. 1904, the silent messenger 
came as a blessed angel of release W 
Charles H. Rose, aged 55 years. For 
the past year he had been a sufferer of 
several paralytic strokes. He leaves a 
wife and three little girls. He was a 
kind husband and father, and a firm be
liever in Spiritualism. Funeral serv
ices held at the late residence, conduct
ed bv Mrs. Elmira Jones.
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anuptom to direct, and locatei all internal dlaeasoa. 
A trial will convince you, NorvOur. exhaustion and 
loat vigor of bo^h >exoa;auccoMfuHy treated, aa huu- 
dredacAu testify.’ Send name; age. .sex, complexion 
aud io cents in atampa, and receive a correct diagon
al# of your case free, worth dollars to you. Addresa,

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,

For the Cure of Mental 
and Physical Ailment#,

hn Yah NapA a'”1 B’’tt«i- EycuntT
I vU I1UUU I can help you, I Will fit your 

KnonHnfac cyea by Clairvoyance and/
OpuULOuluO spirit aautetance»l your own
home with the improved melted pebble lenee. to 1
eee near and at a distance. Please write for lllua-

Lock Bpx 121'4; ; ' Stoneham. Umi.

(ruled circular, showing atylea aud prices. Also, 
my spirit method ol treating that restores lost 
vision and Impaired eyesight. I guarantee to lit 
your eyes, ana safe delivery by mall.

V. V. POOLB.

OBSESSION CURED.

0 /
i- For Free Diagnosis of Disease,

tend five two-cent stamps, age, name, 
sex and own handwriting.

Annie Lord Chamberlain’s Card.
Dear friends, y6u can greatly help me care for 

my blind sister, Jeunk. k Webb, one of the carb 
lest mpdiumB'nojViiln the form, by writing a letter 
to a spirit friend;-” Send'it tame with 81, and I will 
•try and got reply by independent writing or wU1b> 
were. Address Mrs. Annie Lord Chamberlain, MU- 
lord Mass.

Avoid Psychological Crime,
Study Clairvoyance.

J. C. F. GRUMBINE’S BOOK on “How to Un
fold the Clairvoyant Vision, Pierce the Veil of 
Benue. See and Converge with Spirits, Euler at 
Will the Spirit World, Become a Beer.”

PRESS NOTICES.
“Your work le marvelous, epoch-making.''—Lil

lian Whiting, Boston Correspondent to Chicago 
luter-Qcean.

“Admirably unfolds the law and nature of Clalr- 
v oyance.’’—Ch 1cago I nter- Ocean.

“A remarkable book. Originality and depth of 
thought, combined with perspicacity, character
ize every page. It is evident in every sentence 
that this volume is the offspring of inspiration.”— 
Tbe Progressive Thinker.

“I consider the book on Clairvoyance a most re
markable and practical work on development. It/ 
harmonizes Well with the Hermetic Schools of 
Philosophy, in which I learned the mysteries of 
adeptship.’’—Prof. Geo. W. Wulrcmd, Astrologer.

“It is the best work on the subject of Clairvoy
ance thus far. and points out an alluring goal of 
true spiritual development.’’—Mind, New York 
City.

•It is a revelation.’’—Light. London, Eng.
Reduced price, flA0. Bond now.

DIVINATION.—How to read the past, present and 
future, practice magic and become a Rosicru
cian, Ms. Series, IL

AURAS AND COLORS—How to get at tho aura 
and And your color, and understand color vi
brations. A wonderful work. Price, 60 cents.

PSYCHOMET RY.—How toread the soul of things. 
. A most practical book. Price, 60 cents.
EASY LESSONS Iu Psyehomelry, Clairvoyance 

and Inspiration. Price, 50 cents.
REALIZATION, or How to Become au Adept 

Price, 25 cents
J. C. F. GRUMBINE,

1286 Commonwealth Ave.. Boston. Mass.

r Lift Of THOMS MNEr
By the Editor of the National, with Prefaca 

and Notes by Peter Eckler. Illustrated witli 
views of the old Paine Homestead and Faina 
Monument, at New Rochelle; also portraits of 
Thomas Clio Rickman, Joel Barlow, Mary Woll
stonecraft, Madame Roland, Condorce, Brissot, 
and the most prominent of Paine’s friends in 
Europe and America. Cloth, 75 cents. ___——u

jVlAjAOjVlCT,
His Birth, Character and Doctrine.

M Evanston Ave.. Chicago. HL
B. F. POOLE.—Dear Sir: Your Magnetized Melt

ed Pebble Spectacles received. I am delighted. 
They are perfection in every way.

Sincerely yours, Alonzo Thompson,
. Fullerton, MCb.

READINGS AND BUSINESS AD
VICE 11.00 and two stamps.

FRANK N. FOSTER,
The Noted Psychic for

Address 784 Eighth SL, 
Oakland, Cal

Spirit motooraohu
Bend name and address for circular. Bluings by 

mail. 61 S, Diamond BL. Grand Rapids, Mich.

ASTRAL WSHIPSSbutton to the cur-
rent discussion of religious problems. The au
thor by Illustrations and a plansiphore (a repre
sentation of the celestial sphere upon a plane 
with adjustable circles), traces most of the 
myths which lie at tho base of Christianity to 
their origin in sun and star worship. Tho 
astronomical facts given possess great value, 
the illustrations rare aud curious. The book is 
bound in ouly one style-heavy boards. Prlco $1.

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
lathe old Mt and noth saoceioful Bpirltaal Physician 

»ow In practice. His cures aro
THE MOST MARVELOUS

of this age. His examination! are correctly made, 
and free to all who send him name, age, sex and lock 
of hair, aud six cents in stamps. He doesn't ask for 
any loading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn’t need 
any. Ha positively cures weak mon. Address

J. 8. LOUCKS, M. D.,
Bloaeham. Maia.

THUMBSCREW AND RACK.
Torture implements-employed in the 15th and 

16th centuries. Tor thb promulgation of Chris
tianity, with TdbtorlaVUlustratloWi. Dy George 
E. Macdonald. J?rice,il0 cents. •

-TMuM®6XW^
By-JamesJf. McCann. fAA aomViote and over- 

wbelmlnHretulatlon..or th, Bible story ot thewhelming refutation.,of' ti 
Deluge. Prices 15 cents.

All are invited to attend. Good me
diums in attendance.

Chuch of the Spirit. Spiritual serv-

E^It ought to be a pleasant duty 
to care for those whose lives have 
been sacrificed upon the altar of a 
truth as palpable as is that of the 
eternal truth ot Spiritualism. It 
is a shame to have to acknowledge 
the neglect of this duty by begging 
for their support when afflicted.

BY EDWARD GIBBON,

Thia la Nt. 6 of the Library of Liberal Claaafca. Il 
la conceded to be historically correct, and bo exact and 
perfect in every detail aa to be practically beyond tha 
reach of advene criticism. Thia work will bo found 
Intensely IntercgUng. Price, 23c. Bold at this office.

-STANDING UP FOR JESUS, 
Ur What tbe Editor of the Freethinker's Maga
zine thinks of him. Price, 4 cents; twenty-five 
copies for 60 cents.

SPIRITUALIST MEETINGS
It is Important when a meeting Is 

suspended, that notice be given us, bo 
that Inquirers may not be mislead. We 
want new notices of all meetings being 
held hero In public halls at tbe present 
time.

The Band of Harmony, auxiliary to 
the Church of the Soul, meets at Room 
512 Masonic Temple every first and 
third Thursdays of tbe month; after
noon session at 3 o’clock. The ladies 
furnish refershments. Supper served 
at 6:15, including'tea and coffee. Eren
Ing session at 7:30. Questions pertain
ing to spiritual themes, answered by 
the guides of Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich
mond; name poems given to strangers. 
Mrs. S. J. Ashton, assistant pastor.

The Spiritual ’ Unity Society holds 
meetings every Sunday at 3 and 7:30 p. 
m. at 207 Lincoln avenue. Lecture and 
tests by Prof. JR. SJ Ray, pastor.

The Spiritual Research will meet ev
ery Thursday evening at 144 South Al-

RADIANT ENERGY Kk» 
to Modern Astrophysics, by Edgar L. Larkin, 
Director Lowe Observatory, Echo Mountain, 

'California. This book treats upon anew branch 
of research into tho laws of nature, and to the 
student or even an admirer of the modern as
trological literature will surely come with great 
interest. Price, cloth. IL75._________________

Sixty-third street, every Sunday even
ing at 8 o’clock. Conference in the af
ternoon at 3. The Ladles’ Auxiliary 
meets every Thursday afternoon at 
same number.

The Spiritualistic Church of the Stu
dents of Nature hold services at 
Nathan's Hall, 1565 Milwaukee avenue, 
corner Western avenue, Sunday even
ings, 7:30 p. m. Mrs, W. F. Schu
macher, pastor.

The Church of the Psychic Forces 
holds services at Wilcox Hall, corner 
Champlain avenue and 43d street, every 
Sunday. Conference at 3 p. m. Lec
ture at 8 p. m. The hall number is 361
363 East’43d street. Conducted by Mrs. 
Isa Cleveland, -

, The Church of the Soul, Mrs. Cora L. 
V. Richmond, pastor, holds services 
every Sunday in Hall 309, Masonic Tem
ple, at 11 a. m. Sunday-school at 10 
a. m. ’

The Second Church of the Soul meets 
in Van Bqren Opera House, Madisonbany avenue,, southeast corner Colorado' — — . — ----------

avenue, beginning’at 8 o’clock sharp, street and Calhprnla avenue, every

ices are held at 839 North Clark street, 
at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m. Psychometric 
reading and messages given to all at
tending, through Wm. Fitch Ruffle, 
psychic.

Light and Truth Spiritual Church, 501 
W. North avenue, Wicker Park Hall. 
Meetings every Sunday afternoon, 2:30.

The Christian Spiritual Union Church 
now holds meettags at Becker Hall, cor
ner State and Forty-fourth streets.

Sunday at 3 and 8 p. m." Mr. Shaeffer 
will lecture, answer questions and give
spirit messages, assisted by other me
diums. ' , 1 .■ ■

Church' of the Spiritual Truth holds 
meetings every Sunday evening at 7:30 
at 962 Milwaukee avenue, near North 
Paulina street. Mrs. J. DeLong, pastor.

Central Spiritual Church will hold 
services every Sunday afternoon at 
2:30 sharp, at Phoenix Hall, 324 East 
Division street, near Sedgwick street 
Conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Howes.

. The Light of the Truth Society meets
Mrs. L. J. Vaughn and Mrs. Lucille De each Sunday at the northwest corner of 
loux, test mediums. -----' • " - ~ • -

Modem
Carpentry 
and Joinery
A Practical
Manual. -■
Just Published

figs
&
&

By Fred T. Hodgson, ^^
M. O.,A. A.

Tho well-known Technical writer. It is one of 
Uie best works ever turned outby him. Copi
ously illustrated with diagrams and figures, 
malting th e most Intricate problem* simple, def
inite and easily understood. Price, $1-00.

The Influence of the Zodiac Upon 
Human Life,

With Character Readings of Per
sons Born Upon the Cusp.

The principles found in this voluma are both 
a science and a religion, for a better and a far 
happier humanity. It points to the planets as 
au index to the human character aud liability 
to diseases; also gives the gems und colors suit
ed to temperaments evolved under certain plan
ets. But the author, ELEANOR KIRK, lays 
special stress upon the fundamental principle 
that “All maladies known to man can be entire
ly dominated, forever cast out, by those who 
realize that mind Is the master and body the 
servant.'’ Price, cloth, 81.00.

Force and Matter K^a 
book. A profound work upon a profound sub
ject. Price, cloth, 81.00.

THE SOUL OF THINGS: .
Or Psychometric Reaearches and Discoveries. 
By Wm. aud Elizabeth M. F. Denton. A mar
velous work. Though concise as a text book it 
Is as fascinating as a work of fiction. The 
reader will be amazed to see the curious facts 
hero combined lu support of this power of the 
human mind, which will resolve a thousand 
doubts und difficulties, make geology plain as 
day, und throw light on nil subjects now ob
scured by time. Price. $1.60. In threo volumes, 
cloth bound, Bl.B0 each. Postage, 10c por copy.

A Conspiracy Against tlieRepublic 
By Charles B. Waite, A. M., author ot "History 
of the Christian Religion to Ue Year 200," etc. 
Price, paper, 26 cents.

THE 60LDEN RULE
It Expresses a Fallacy in Diction.
“The science of logic reduces sound 

reasoning to certain rules, and when 
any of these rules is violated, a logical 
fallacy Is the result.”

“Tho corrupting influences of super
stition and theology are powerful to ar
rest development.”

“They mistake the point, who, in dis
pute, try to prove what tlie opponent 
does not deny."
Y^Yn?0 Y’lYrY Yn'nf>rr°V' ^^ i initiation not a man of the great outside 
blighted the minds of millio . -public can have a ray of its light. On

Judge not, lest ye be judged, iW^8 ipage 4 ot thewnstitution it reads: "We

I may know what lie means by a godly 
life, I cannot deny the charge. I have 
worked for open Spiritualism. He hides 
behind a closed door order, with a Chris
tian name. If that is godliness, I yleto ■ 
the holy palm to him. He says JjBSS 
organized and helped to carry into prac
tical operation the Order of the Golden 
Rulo at Madison, Wisconsin.’ It is a 
secret one, after Hie manner of the Ma
sons, only very much milder. A mild

■ initiation is required. Without such

judge not at all.
Read by the spirit and not by tlie let

ter, applies equally to the learned and 
the unlearned, the old and the young, 
the wise and the foolish.

Do unto others as you would have 
others do unto you, constitutes you the 
judge of the wants of all the others, 
compels you to treat Uie sensible and 
fanciful, grave and gay, preacher and 
player alike, because you are free to 
indulge your wants separately and sing
ly, without regard to age, sex or con
dition. You not only ignore others’ 
feelings, but it forces you to do so. It
your wants are the opposite of the
wants of others, no matter.

There are circumstances where the
Golden Rule is beautifully applied. In

Mrs. Margaret Vickers Murray en
tered spirit life, March 1,1904, from her 
home near Calamine, Wisconsin. She 
was was a confirmed Spiritualist of over 
forty years, being one of the pioneer 
Spiritualists of Southwestern Wiscon
sin. She was a lovely type of woman
hood, broadly liberal. She was medium- 
Istlc and ever willing to teach those de
siring a better knowledge of the philos
ophy she loved so well. Services were 
conducted at her home, Botany Cottage, 
and at Union Grove Cemetery, March 3, 
1904, by the Rev. T. H. Gilbert, curate 
of the Episcopal church.

. CORA R. MURRAY.

Beulah Marie, tho Infant daughter of 
Mr. George Newcomer and wife, passed 
to spirit life. Feb. 29, 190 4. The serv
ices were conducted by Rev. L. M. Oles, 
of the Psychic Research Society of Al
legheny, Pa. L. M. OLES, JR.

• Passed to spirit life, Mrs. L. A. Barr. 
Lyon Sta., Pa., on Sunday, Fob. 28. 
This estimable woman was greatly af
flicted with bodily suffering. Her free-, 
dom from pain and entering into .the
bliss Of spirit life, life forever with tho 

waiting dear ones, was an occasion' of 
-more joy than sorrow to tho ones left 

>iion this earth sphere. Mrs. Barr re
peatedly said her last years were her 
happiest. She attributed the caubo to 
her knowledge and acceptance of Spirit-

Sunday morning,' March ’6, Mrs. Jen
nie Norris Taft, of Ashtabula, passed 
peacefully to the higher life, at her 
home in Saybrook, a'suburb of Ashta
bula. The funetiil services were con
ducted on March 8, by Rev. Elizabeth 
Schauss, of Toledo, Ohio, and the re
mains were placed in tbe family bury
ing plot at Saybrook. Sister Taft pre
vious to her becoming a Spiritualist had 
for many years been a faithful-church
worker, but when, the moment of trial 
came tho old belief could riot stand the’ 
test; It had no consolation to offer that 
could give enduring comfort, and so it 
was that she was led into the investiga
tion of Spiritualism, and had for marly 
years enjoyed the unspeakable peace 
and comfort tliat comes from the under
standing of'Its beautiful truths.

- - • ELIZABETH SCHAUSS.

___ _________ _____ . “Origin of Life, or Whore Man Cornea 
Hallam. Circumstances .did not permit From." “The Evolution of tho Spirit 
her knowledge of tlie phenomena, but in from. Matter Through Organic Pro- 
its philosophy she was very happy., cesses, or How tho Spirit Body Grows." 
Her friends here and there rejoice with .Ry Michael -Faraday. Prince 10 cents, 

' MSlS.'KATE WEAVER; - Wot Bale at thia office.

“Right Living.” By Susan H. Wlxon. 
The author shows a wise practicality in 
her method of teaching the principle of 
ethics. She Illustrates her subject with 
many brief narratives tfhd anecdotes, 
which render the book more interesting 
and more easily comprehended. It is 
especially adapted for use In Children’s 
Lyceum. In tbe hands of mothers and 
teachers It may be made very useful. 
Young and old will be benefited by it. 
Cloth JI. For sale at this office.

"Beyond tbe Vail.” A Sequel to 
“Rending the Vali." Being a compila
tion, with notes .and explanations, of 
narrations and illustrations of spirit ex
periences, spoken, written and made by 
full-form materializations; setting up a 
scientific and personal verification of 
“What We Shall Be,” and. a code of 
ethics, requisite to the most speedy re
alization of the highest and purest fe
licity attainable in the- future llfqu_A- 
vpry remarkable book. ;Large, octavo, 
500 pages. Price, $1.75.-;.; - - -

“The Lire Booklets." .... By Ralph 
Waldo Trfte. Three daintily beautiful 
jlttlo books, finely adapted/for. holiday 
presents. t Tho titles, are,-. '.bCharacter, 
Building by Thought Powqr," "Every 
Living Creature,” anil "Tito Greatest 
Thing Ever Known.’’ The matter is of 
high-toned spiritual .character-and ol 
helm. I purpose.., Proce 35 cents each, 
us," By Elizabeth Towne. Valuable 
for health. Price 25 cents. ■ /■. :

"Cosmlan. Hynih Book.”.. A collection.. 
of original and relented-hy mns, for lib
eral and ethical, societies,. for schools 
and the home; complied by. L.K. Wash
bum,, This. Volume, meets.,;#, public 
want It comprises 258-choice .selec- 
ilons Of poetry, and mush^.’pmbodying 
the highest moral s^timBpLand free 
grora all .ttectaWanigta^ j^e W cents.

The Spiritual Research meets every 
Wednesday afternoon at 2 o'clock, in 
Van Buren Opera House, corner of 
Madison street and California avenue. 
Good music and. singing. All are in
vited to attend.

A Spiritualist Temple has been 
opened by Mts. Schwann, at 523 Bel
mont avenutjt-i Services held every Sun
day. , and Thursday evening at 8 
o'clock. Tests anal music at every ser
vice. ■

The Hyde Park "Occult Society holds 
regular Sunday evening services, 7.45 
o’clock, at AlUancb Hall, between Kim- 
bark and MOhroetl' avenues. Jackson 
Park cars pass the/door. The best tai- 
ent availablhdwHl Ibe secured for all 
meetings. To' spread the truth is the 
object of thiA kocidty. Address all com
munications to Mbs. Isa A Cross, corre- 

■ spending secf&toryj’seo East 55th street.
The Metropolitan Spiritualist Society 

holds serviced ievory Sunday at 8 o’clock 
In St Georges Hall, 3337 State street.
Good speakiftg, tests and music. Pas

Tdr, Mrs. Mdggle jsWaite. ___
3148 Indiana nventw. ■

The GermittpEngiish Society Bund 
der Wahrhelt No. 18, holds services ev
ery Sunday evening at 7:30-in Brandt's

47th street and Cottage Grove avenue. 
Conference at 3 p. m., and lecture and 
tests at 8 o’clock. Mrs. M. A. Burland, 
pastor.

Chicago Spiritual Alliance Society 
will hold meetings every Sunday at 3 
and 8 p.-m., at Atheneum Building, 26 
Van Buren street. Mrs. May Elmo, me
dium. ” Tests and good speaking. All 
are welcome. - -

The Rising • Sun Spiritual Mission 
holds a meeting every Sunday after
noon at 2:30 and 7:46, at No. 378 S. 
Western avenue. Star Lodge Hall.

The Progressive Society holds serv
ices every Sunday at 183 East North 
avenue,, corner Burling, at 3 and 8 p. m. 
.Good speakers, tests and messages at 
every session. Mrs. Hilbert, pastor.

The Woodlawn Spiritualist Society 
win-hold services at 6209 Madison ave
nue, Sundays at 2:30 and 8 p. m. Prof 
J. E. Smith gives tests and spirit mes
sages. W. H.'Mohlan, president; Prof. 
J. B<Smith, pastor

cases of distress, and help is given, it 
is noble; but the Rule Golden is un
qualified, is without limitations or 
boundaries, Is expressed in the broad
est sense. Under It, little children have 
the right to do anything to you that 
they would have you do to them. The 
foolish, ditto. How often we hear the 
expression, "He is his own worst en
emy.” He is still free to offend and in
sult others because he is only doing 
what he wants them to do to him.

“There are natural prejudices or 
strong emotions and passions of mind, 
which forcibly pervert the intellectual 
views.”

Brother N. B. Freeland, in No. 738, 
The Progressive Thinker, says: “If a 
criminal, being tried before a jury, was 
shown to be . of exceptionally bloody 
cruelty, and beastly heartlessness, the 
Golden Rule would compel every juror 
to acquit him, because every juror 
would wish the defendant to do the 
same to him, regardless of the question 
of guilt or innocence. It would compel 
the acquittal of every criminal placed 
on trial.” There will still be those that 
“have eyes to see and see not.”

Brother J. Rigdon, in No. 737, The 
Progressive Thinker, intimates that I 
lack spiritual mindedness. The Pope 
is superlatively spiritual minded. The 
Jesuits fall next into line. Those of 
least sense use the term most flippant
ly. The term is vague at the best If

believe Spiritualism is true; that there 
is no death, and to promulgate the doc
trine of Spiritualism do adopt the fol
lowing constitution." On page 12, the 
By-Laws say: “Any person shall be 
eligible to active membership into the 
order who shall signify his or her belief 
in the doctrine of the Golden Rule, and 
who shall evince an earnest desire to 
carry out the principles for which this 
order is formed.” As has been seen, the 
order is formed to promulgate Spirit
ualism. Before a stranger to Spiritual
ism has the least chance to investigate 
it, he must swear to promulgate it. It 
is a psychological crime against nearly 
all of the mortal world, and the entire 
spirit world. No one that reads the 
constitution critically, before joining, 
and who is not already a Spiritualist, 
could think for a moment of going in. 
I think Bro. R. would not now be a 
Spiritualist had there been no other 
avenue to Spiritualism than through 
the mystic portals of his order.

Ostensibly Brother Rogers’ “Order of 
the Golden Rule" is to promote Spir
itualism. Really It is an obstacle to its 
expansion. He is a truly godly man.

E. W. BALDWIN. 
Madison, Wis.

________ i Spiritual Church, Licht und Wahr- 
Residence, heit, meeting every Sunday evening at

8 o'clock in Wicker Park Hall, 501 W. 
North avenue. Lecture and tests by 
Mrs. Th; Loll and Mrs. J. Vlllroak.

The'Universal Occult Society’ holds 
Its meetings at Nd. 77 East Thirty-first

the term is used jn the sense of 
ness, one may have a fine mind 
lack both good sense and sound 
son.

Dr. J. H. Randall, in No. 739,

fine- 
and 
rea-

The
Progressive Thinker, says he "believes 
sound argument can be adduced show
ing Mr. Baldwin's position untenable, 
and'that he is In error.” Then follows 
an extended address, without a word 
taking up my reasoning and trying to 
prove it erroneous; Forty-nlne-flftleths 
of the address Is what I do not deny. 
Had he named the address, Progress of 
Evolution and Developing Socialism, in
stead of the Golden. Rule, it would be 
masterly and profound, I will extend 
my reasoning. Formerly the Doctor 
was a medium and an enthusiastic Spir
itualist Then he urged others to in
vestigate Spiritualism. He is changed 
now. He has organized a “Church of 
the Golden Rule," with the motto, "One 
world at a.time.” To be. consistent and 
practice the Golden Rule; ho will ad
vise all the Spiritualists to wash their 
Hands of It; advise the heathen to give 
it a wide berth, and advise everybody to 
shun, tho Spiritualist /papers as they 
would so much poison.

Hall, 152 E. North avenue, between________ o„ .... ______ _____ _____
Halsted and Clybourn; and every street, Hall ”C,” every Sunday' after- 
•Wednesday evening at 7:30 in Garfield*, noon and evening, the Hon. Robert Gib 
Turner Hall, corner of Garfield and Lar- rayf' pastor. The renowned 'medium, 
fabee.afreets. Emil T. Vans, lecturer; Charles;J.-Peterson,■ psychic.’• Confer- 
Frank Joseph, medium;. ; ' . ence at 8 p. m. Regular service'at 8
I -Ney-Thought'sor.’lcw conducted ^ • ' — ' '' ’
(Tuila Mi Leamered, at;7:30 o'clock ev- First German Spiritualist Society on 
•pry Sunday evert!ng, at 720 West Madb- the West S14e." Meetings every Sunday 
son street, third floor.;' ■■......... at 8 p. m. in Gai-selman's Hall, comer
; Church oLithe ..Spirit Communion, Ashland,af^nue add W. 13th street.’ ... 
Kenwood HnB, 830® Cottage Grovo’ave- The Church iif Higher forces’ holds 
nue. Conference and messages at'3 p. Its meeting in Douglas "Hall,. Indiana , _________ _____________________
m.; lecture at 8 p. m. Messages by H. ave ahd 'Seth street, fovpry Sunday at I .Thinker, Brother Wm. H. Rogers says: 
F. .Coates and othars. Good -music. ^ 3 and 8 o'clock.. The reliable psychic; 11 am "wanting: In those .qualities which 
•• The EnglowboS Spiritual-Unlftn holds- ?»to y ;<; •Si^ aplrit:' * ' - ------- ■• • '
meetings at Horns’ Hall, 528 West aha®, ^'lifeme'atid learn tho truth.

A Prominent Spiritualist Passed to 
Spirit Life.

On the 8th of February. 1904, Gilbert 
Sherman passed from his cozy home in 
Coldwater, Mich., to the life beyond. 
He came to this world April 15, 1814, in 
Wayne county, N^y York, and at the 
time of his death had nearly reached 
his 90th birthday.

Born in the cabin of the pioneer, his 
young life environed by wind, wave 
and stately forest, he grew to early and 
vigorous manhood. At 20 years of age 
he emigrated to Michigan, then a terri
tory, and began the battle of life in the 
wilderness. His untiring industry, fru
gal habits, large moral and intellectual 
endowment, brought to him rapid suc
cess. He later emigrated to Indiana, 
and then to Missouri, where he carried 
forward extensive business operations 
and held many offices of public trust, 
which he discharged with the utmost 
fidelity. His first wife having died in 
1869, he married Miss Mary C. Disler, 
and moved from Missouri back to Cold
water, Mich., where they lived to the 
date of his death.

Gilbert Sherman was a strong and 
commanding figure, intelligent, honest, 
temperate and industrious. His creed 
in all the daily walks of life was abso
lute justice to all; bis religion, to be 
good and to do good. Men trusted him 
and believed in him because he was 
hones't and sincere in his conviction.

He was an ardent Spiritualist. Death, 
to him was simply transition to a 
higher life. Long and patiently did he 
wait for the hour of his deliverance. 
His passing takes from this world a 
strong character who lived to work and 
mold tbe best part of the last century, 
and witness the birth of the new. .

His.funeral services were conducted 
by tho Odd Fellows of which order ; he 
war/, a member, and Hon. A. A. Mllines 
delivered an eloquost and touching ad-
dress. XXX. .

shea- I are found In the man. living the true inadequacy of Hudson’s explanations of 
■ 'godly Ute." As he fails to explain that spiritual phenomena. Price 25 cents.
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