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ST LI D, Gar's Cogent View,

" There is nothing more benefical to  normal thinking mind than {o read and re-
flect, especially with reference to creation in “its-various operations,” In order’

to‘dernonstrate the absence of désign

in nature, the Professor gives many co-

gent reasons, which will make a deep impression upon many, - We take great

pleasure in presenting his views to thinking minds.

It is clalmed by theologlaug that the order of Nature, when
rightly interpreted, proves the existencs of 8 great contriver
. or desigoer, and it is further maintained, by many, that the
s chief, if not the sole objeot in view by that great desiguer I8,
and always has been, the waltare of the human race.

Assuming the existence of a Delty, endowed with the attri-
butes of infinlte wisdom and power, it foliows as & logical
"necesstty, that whatever he designe and executes must be
faultless In plan and perfect fn workmanship. .In other
words a perfect God can make 0o mistalkes. If we flad what
we belleve to be mistakes in nature, we may sxpain thelr
existence in one only of two ways. First, we may ngptime
that we ourselves are mistaken; or, if this is not possible,
then we must conclude that the tmperfections observed are
ot the product of divine wisdom and workmanghip,

A EXISTENCE OF A GREAT DEBIGNER.

" The first explanation, which simply assumen that in all
. 6uch cuses we ourselves are In error, has proven 5o incon-
- wenient to theologians and 80 enadyne to the humsn intellect
that it is usually adopted, without question or remoustrance.
We assupie that what appears to be useless and purposeless
“in Nature will present a dliferent aspect when we come 10
.more fully undersiand the matter; and, it after prolonged
and thorough investigation, the difficuity still persists, we
tiush the volee of repson by still assuming that we have not
yat gone deeply enough futo the matter. We are Invited into
the field of Nature to observe the ovidences of design which
are {0 prove the existence of a Great Désigner, but at the
very threshold of our inquiry are warned that we must only
beed cvidence In favor of the proposition in question. When
difficultica appear and doubis srige, we are admonished that
in times past it hap often bappened ibat what men have
thought uselesa or even injurious has been found, on turther
inquiry, to be useful or even essential, and that therefors, a
k6 golution of every problem is certain (o result from ade-
guate fnvestigation. We appeal to reason to prove a propost-
tion, and then dellberaiely reject all the adverse avidence,
assuming that it must be imporfect, misleading and false,
or it would not be adverse. 1t is as if the state, which as-
gulnes a)l prisoners before trial to be innocent, should retuse
* tq.recelve or credit the evidence of the prosecution, becauss
1t has often happened ie limes past that men, esieemed gullty
beyond dunrbt, by the bench, the bar and the people havs
been shown by the developmenis of Ume to be absolutely in-
noceat,

The allernative of {hle mode of disposing of the subject on
ex parte evidence i, if imperfections -and purposelesg parls
are found in Nature, 1o deny that Natuyre furnighes any proof
of design. The existence of such harmony and adaptations
of means to ends a8 wé perceive about us, cnnnot be accept
od as proof of design, while there remaina even one imper-
feet or purposblesa structure in Nature; tor we cannot per-
ceive that a perfect God made a pingle mistake, or lefi any
work in an imperfect or unfinished condition. Nor can we
conceive thal God deslgred some parts of nature and neglect-
ed other paris, Al la, therefore, the product of divine plan
and worlumanship of none, * )

FOREORDINATION AND PREDESTINATION.

There {8, however, a third method of golving this problem,
smhich at first glance is apparently very profound, but which
on investigation, proves to be a iransparent sophlstry. Thus,
it is said that behind all matter and forc¢e there may exist
 an’'agency or belng, who created the universe, with all its ma-

terials and forces, and who, having created matier and the
- Jaws to which it 1s subject, Is content to allow Nature to pro-
- coed in vbedience to the original, divine plan. This is aimply

foreordination and predestination applied to the universe.
But it will be noticed that in stating this proposition, we are
abliged to refer to an egency or “force behind ali force,™
which involves a contradiction of terms, In other words, we
must assume that, somewhere behind all matter and force,
7. therd 18 yet another foree, which is an absurd proposition.

A BEING BEHIND NATURE.

‘" Paloy and others hiave written many volumes with a view
of proving the existence of this hypothetical heing behind
Nature, using erguments which in the maln, are analogous to
the celebrated watch argument, which may he thue. briefly
gtated: _ .

A traveler finds a watch, and, on examination of itg mech-
anism, notes abundant evidence of design, which-induces him

10 belleve that the watch did not come by chance, but had a|

designer and maker. Next the apatomist and physiologist
examine lhe body of the watchmaker, and, on carefu] io-
spection, find it to he more wonderfu) in many respecis than
the walch, wherefore they conclude that jt must have been
designed and manufactured-by an artificer possessed of du-
perhuman knowledge and power. The theologian now takes
up the clue and finde that this Great Designer lives some-
where in the sky, or behind Nature; and, although he does
‘mot frankly eay as much, evidently concludes that this
mighty being ie so very wonderful that he. di¢ not require
elther a designer or maker at all! . .

For the sake of argument, however, we-may neglect tha ab-
surdily involved in the doctrines of design, that God himsaell
must have een designed by a greater God, and he by an-
other, and 6o on, ad infinjtum, and addrees ourselyes at once
to the facis of Nature. . ) -

That there i8 a remarkable adapiation of living belngs to
thelr environment, is apparent to all, and hasg In all ages and
among all peoples, originated and maintained the theory-of
an intelligent, designing Deity. Can this wondertul adapta-
tion of living beings to their environment be otherwise ex-
plained? .

EVOLUTION THE DESIGNING HAND.

The doctrine of évolution—natural selection—the survival
- of the fitlest, explains all lu & most satisfactory manner, Bv-
olution 1s, therefore, the designing hand. - True, steps in the
development of beings of every kind are not yet, and per-
haps never will be made out with certainty. It may never
be known, for example, what combination of circumstances
drove the whale—originally a 1and animal—into the gea; but
conditions having that téendency are readily concelvable.
Those who refuse to accept the doctrine of evolution, Dbe-
eause all the steps and stages in the evolutlon of animals and
plants have not been observed, and cannot be reproduced ex-
perlmentally, occupy the illoglcal position of rejecting the ev-
jdence of an army of witnesses simply because of the ab-
sence of one or a.few, the testimony of whom they hops, al-
most againet hope, would be contradlctory to those at hand.
For the pame reason we might refuse to accept all the sci-
cnces, and in fact afl knowledge, not excepting theology,
which, indeed, would be the first to fail Ly this test.

Since all the adaptation observed in Nature 18 tully and
ratlonally accounted for by the theory of evolutlon—indeed,
e might say, is required by that theory—it is plainly a viola-
tion of the fundamental lawe of human reagon to attempt to
explain these relations by invoking miraculous agency—a
cause unknown to science, and of the existence of which no
proof can be given in this age. :

Pushing aside for the time, however, ail of these giave
objections, which in themselves are fatal to the doctrine of
deslgn, let us see if the facls 8o much relied upon by Paley,
Lord Brougham and others warrant, in any degres, the infer-
ences drawn from {hem. _ .

DESIGNED ORGANS SHOULD BE PERFECT,

As before remarked, any creature or organ designed and
made by an omnieclent and omnipotent creator should be
absolutely perfect in every respect. ‘What creafure ig per-
fectly adapted to 1ts environment, or what orgdn performe
its functions perfectly? o .

The eye on which theologians place so much stress; §s very
far from perfection. The number of persona seen with eye-
glasaes and other devices to ald ordinary vision, shows that
this organ 18, to say the least, very easlly disordered in many
] Optically, the eye is not perfectly planned

{0 .guard against epherical or chromatic aberation, while in
;" mechanical constriction, it is inferlor to the cheapest optical

gnstrument in the market. Astigmatism, or want of spher
- jeity of the cornea, 1a present in o greater or less degree in

the case of every human oye, while tho crystalline lens,

. geems io be even more imperfect than the cornen in thia re.

gpect.  Moreover; these refreacting medin, the cornen and
" erystalline lens, are not truly contered, a8 Helmholtz has
*. ghown, on the optical axig of the aye. Tha refracting media

- “'of the eye, as the agqueous humor, the crystalline lens and
- witreous humor, are not untformly transparent, and hence,
" i gays of-dight during transmission, undergo absorption and
- . "'pefraction, giving riso to various shadows, hintos and fringes
‘which fall-upon the reting to the great Jmpatrment of vision,

* Sayen -in A\he best of oyos there are numerous opague, gran-
‘ules or floating patchea in the humors, giving rige to moving
-gpots or spectres 80 well obseryed angd yei 8o ennoying while

* peing the microscope, especlally if tho fleid s well lilumip.
tad, - Long-sightedness and short-sightedness are common
iffctltles nrising from want of proper relatlon betwoen the

ng power of the sye nod its dopth, or the antoro-pos-

" .

terlor diameter, All.of these difficulties are practically over-
come or avolded In even the cheapost photographic cameras
in the markes, and vet no one has ever clatmed that the cam.
éra had a miraculous origin or that the wondertul design
menifest in its mechanism proves itg designer to have been
;11. god. In the inner corner of every human eye I8 geon a
ttle mass of flesh containing o 11tHé piate of cartiliage. It
Ia the vestige of the membrana nictitans or third eyelids of
birds and reptiles, end 18 not of tho slightest use to man,
Why i8 it there? Its existence, which I8 inexplicable on the
:l‘n:)?:{htg gg?%g, is not onlyt_ 'fonsistent with the theory of
, b One amon e thousands nANS ’
arguments in favor of matgtheory. o werable

THE EAR VERY IMPERFEGT.

The ear 1s, In many regpect, as lmperfect as the eye.
There are in the structure of the external ear, and attached
to i1, ten musclea—uil in & rudimentary condition, and all ab-
solutely useless. Indeed, all of the ear visible to the oye,
sxcept & swall shell-shaped depression immediately around
the opening, and not so ldrge as an ordjnary teaspoon, 1s com-
pletely useless, and in consequence of jts Habliity to freeze, is
to some extent, jujurious. For what purpose, then, was this’
mase of uaeless material formed. Doas its beauty oF it8 util:
ity as an additional member on which jewelry can be worn
juslify 18 existence. 'The intermal construction of the ear
la quite as faully as that of the eye; hut for the preseni, we
must content ourselves wilk only the observations that we
cannot hear elther very high or very low lones, and that we

judge but very imperfectly of efthor the direction or distance
of sounds.

THE TEETH CRITICALLY CONSIDERED, |

Turning out attention now to other structures, we find, for
example, on looking into the mouth of & child, a st of teeth
heginuing to appear soon after birth, and which coptinue to
cut thelr way through swollen and tender gums from time to
time, during two or thres yeara. Hardly Is the last one of
\these milliteeth visble, before the whole set legins to van-
Ish, hefore {he incoming, so-called “permanent set.” If the
¢hild is able to survive the toothaches and teetbing 8yrups
and diseases of a dangerous character incldent to this pertod,
and largely caused by the cutting and shedding of one set of
teeth and the appearance of another set, it may hope, by the
time it 18.able to vite, tu have cut 113 last wisdom tooth.
But, a8 a ruls, long before thls time the service of the den-
st {s needed on the new crop of teeth. As a matter of fact,
the dentist furnishes us the only strictly rellable and perma-
nent teeth wo ever have. No one can doubt that the process
of teethlng, and the teeth produced, are far from bhearing the
Impress of perfection. Indeed, few animals, having any
teeth at all, arc not hetter oft in 1his respect than the human
race. .

THE EVIL OF VARIOUS ARRANGEMENTS,

Looking a littie further down the throat, we obgserve a, pair
of tonsils, of no earthly use except as filling for a smalt
amount of space which certainly might have been iifled with
some tissue not ao llable to become intiamed and ewolien, as
in tonsilitis or quinsy. In surveying this reglou of the body
we notice that the opening of the traches, or windpipe, lles
Just below the opening into the oesophagus or gullst, 8o that
every breath of air theough. the nostrlls must cross the path
of food Lo the Btamach, and what i8 worse, every grain of
food and every drop of llquid, on [t way to the stomach,
must pass over the opening into the tracken, thua endanger-
{ng the life of man every dme & mouthful of food 18 swal
lowed. That the danger is real, anad not simply imaginary, 18
abundantly proven by the large number of deaths due to
choking caused by the impaction of pieces of food, often rel-
atively small, in the glottis during meals. Even when death
does not result, the evil of the arrangement is apparent in
the spasmodlc coughing caused by the gutrance of gmal

P~

‘| erumbs or drops of Hquid during meals,

“THE WORKINGS OF THE STOMACH.

. The arrangement of the varlous digestive fluids in the ail-
mentary canal is far from being the best one possible. la
the mouth, food meets saliva, an alkaline liquid having a ten-
dency toconvert starch into sugar, but this process s hardly
begun before the food reaches the stomach, where it meets
an acid lquid—the gastric julce~which effectually destroys
the allkalintty of ihe saliva which had heen swallowed, and
thus at once and forever prevents its action. Even the ptya-
line, the ferment principle of the sallva, is destroyed hy the
actlon of the gasirle juice. After legving the stomach food
encounters two alkaline liguids——the bile and pancreatic
Juice, the latter secretion belng simply saliva agaln. "Here,
digestion begun but not completed In the stomach, is arreat- |
ed, and the kind which began in the mouth is again set up!
Such en arrangement §8 not justified by any principtes of
chemistry or of economy with which we are acquainted,
These, and hundreds of similar defects, are wholly unae-
countable by, and incompatibie with any theory of thetstic
design, but they are in perfect harmony with the theory of
evolution, which assumes that man has attained his present
degree of perfection by the gradual modification and ‘ifn-
provement of {nferlor organisms. His oOrganization has
been bullt up on the piece-upon-piece and patch-upon-patch
plan, and hence is far more complex, in many reapects, than
it might have been had it been direcily planned by an all-
wise architect, or even by a good physiclogist. . .

" THE TIGER AND THE ANTELOPE. . .

Design Implies purpose, as much aa it does the existence
.i a designer, With this principle n vlew, let us glance at
one or {wo sample facts ln. Nature. : - : ‘

¥or what purpose was such an animal as the tiger de-
gigned? -This animal has been endowed with. great strength;
sharp teelh ang claws, aculeness of sight and hearing, 8 fa-
vorabie color, and remarkable cunnlpg—all for what pure
pose? The only possible answer is, “to enabkle him to cap-
ture and kill other animals as fcod,” But we find that the
tiger's food has not been neglected. The antelope exhibits
as much evidénce of design as the tiger, but the purpose is
evidently different. His acuteness of sight and bearing, and
especially his fleetness, are designed to enable him to run
away from the tiger! Here, then, 18 design working against
design, and we are assured that ‘‘a house divided sgainst it
self cannot stand.” 1t the antelope was designed as food
for the tiger, why was he given such desire and c¢apacity to
run away and neglect his duty to the latter? ILess design
bestowed upon the antelope would have necessitated less
elaboration of the tiger! . .

1t 18 worthy of note, however, that of al) animals on Which
tigers love to dine, man was most easlly captured and slaiz,
until his own Ingenity gave him weapons for defense. Does
this fact indicate that man was specially designed as food for
tigers and llons? N .

THE PLEASURE OF THE DEITY.

But, gerionsly, why should one animel have been designed
to eat up another? What possible profit or pleasure can the
Delty derive from this world-wide and Incessant staughter?
Bvery second of time records the dying agonies of thousands
of animais to whom life was, apparently, as aweet aa 1t 18 to
us. Indeed, this universal butcbery and murder seen on
overy hand throughout the animal kingdom is one of the
chief hindrances to the refinement of men. It {8 Impoasible
to Jenrn merey from Nature, and yet, without mercy, man f8
a brutal eavage. : _

We are awaere of the fact that, but for the existence of car.
nivorous animais, {here would have besn far less variety .in
the animal kingdom; but it Is also evident that, with less-va-
riety, there might have been even a greater number of indi-
viduals in existence. 1f it Is said that, but for carnivorous
apimals—inciuding man for this argument—herbivoroue an.:
imals wonld soon possess the earth and erowd out the hu-
man race, we anawer, that a little design, cauvsing them to
muttiply less tapidly, would have ohviated that danger, If
man wae the chief object of the solicitude of the Great De-
signer, those troublesome animals might have been omitted
nltogether. :

- MADE FOR Hi8 OWN GLORY.

We have heard-the explanation that.God mode all ant-
mals, a8 well as everything else, “for his own glory,” which
{mplies that bo 18 excepdingly fond of blood &nd carnage, and
further, that; hefore he created thein, he was not .quite :gs
glorious ug he wishedtobe.: ..+ T

The old race of theologlang—unforinnately -not yet quite
extinet—claimod  holdly that everylhing in.existonce was
hade for tho use and benejlt of man, directly or indirectly,
When' Galileo” announced the discoversy ol the-moons. of
Juplter, the clorgy aslied-him if they were viaible to the un--
afded eyo?' On his replying that they were not; ho.was tolt.
that, Binte everything wad made for the use of man, and
since tHese mlleged moong were. not visible, -and, thorefore,

‘View of iedting this theory; Jot ug oull o few

e facts hearing upon this guestion from-Nature. . = ..

: There are at least half a million species of plants in exist-
once, of which man uses divectly or indirectly, about one 1o
every throe hundred. Ave the remalning twohundred and
ninoty-nine simpjy passive and aneutral? Hy uno mewns.
They drain the earthyind aly of the nutriment which would
otherwide go to the sigiport gf the useful plante.  There can
be. no neutrality fo shatter, “He that 13 not for us 18
agalnst us” What ghell we do with such facts as these?
Skall wo admit their logle and gay that the Great Deslgner
falls three hundred é{mes ag often &9 he suceoeds?

" THE GREAT DESIGNER AND DISEASE.

- But the whole trutH'is ndf yet told. Bven fn those cases
in which plants evinge the inost ovidencs of desige, the de-
gree of guccess obiatijed 18 Only partisl. As articles of food,
such fruits as cmb-q,pples_ wlld checrles, May-apples, paw-
paws, persiiumons, etg., nre[very defectivs, both in taste and
nutritive constituents; whilp, ug remedics, the entire vege
table hingdom Ialls {o present ‘a eingle perfect specimen.
It hedicinal plants hagd beep deslgued by the Great Deslguer,
who also deslgned the diptases they were intended Lo cuve,
we should have found them to he perfecily ndapted Lo thut
end, WIith perfect remedies, the practice of medicine wouid,
long since, hove been a very simple and certain operation.
Having dlagnosed the cass, the doctor might dismiss it, leav-
Ing the Iabor of looking up the right remedy in the catalogue
&nd 1ts adminfetration to the patient or to his friends.

A LITTLE TQUGH OF INFINITE DESIGN.

But even iz the caso of those planis found to ho most use-
fu) a8 remedies, there fe'no relation between thelr place of
growth and the use which I8 made of them. 'Thus, the cin-
chopa tree, the most serviceablo of all medicinal plants, 18
not found in low, marshy, matarious reglons, where, a8 8
remedy, it 18 most needed. On the contrary, It 8 found
perchied upon the top of a small area of the Andes mountains,
& locality for a long time pnknown, end now aimost Inac-
cessible to humen belnge. [f we are told that the Creator
put tho clachona in the best, place for the weltare of the
plant, we reply thet man bas sluce found a score ot other lo-
caitles in which il flyurishes 88 well, and, In some cases,
better, than in its original home; end, secondly, that a little
touch of 1nfinlte design might have made it grow about Pery,
Dlinole, as well a8 In Pery, Bouth America.

DESIGN WARRING AGAINST DESIGN,

But who designed the Palmella or ague-plant, but for
which cinchona would havé been far less nocessary? Here
we gee nn organism, and there are hundreds of similer in-
stances, exquisitely desigued to cause disense, and, on the
other hand, we find & remedy tmporfectly designed to cure
it. Here is egnother case of design warring against destgn,
Nature teems with similar instanges. Bvidently, lesz de-
slgn bestowed on actinomyces, palmellae, trechina apiralis,
the iteh anlnaleulae, tape-worms, otc., would have obviated
the necessily of deslgning an elaborate materia medica.

Turning our attention for o moment to the animal king-
dowm, we find that we use a score or two of animals largely
and in various ways, and that we uee tho skins or other
porte, and sometimes the flesh of & few hunrdred more; but
naturalists believe there are fully a million Bpectes of ani.
mals, great and small, in exislence. Therefores more than
ninsty-nine. per cent of the specles of animals In existence
are not only of no service to man, but are absolutely inju-
rlous. Here, as In the case of planis, peulrality is an Im-
possibtity, .

‘THE DESIGN IN THE 8NAKE.

Hundreda of carnivorous animals infest our foresis and
streams, while over three thousand kinds ot snakes higs and
snap at us as we trudge along the path of lile, including the
copperheads and fifteen kinds of rattlesnakes, especinly de-
signed and donated to us Americans. Ok, for a full apprecia-
tion of tho length an® hreadth and depth of the bencticence
manifested in the design of a ratile enake! ‘1'o make our
earthly habitation a more perfeet elyslum, it has plensed the
Great Designer t0 make the air aimost hazy with hornets,
wasps, flles, fleas and mosquitoes, giving us Americans sev-
eral new kinds, ak ¥ the hornets which stung the Moabites,
the Jebusites, the Ameriles; and the Hitutes were not good
enough or bad enough for us,

The truth is, just ga it should be, according to the doc-
trine of evolution, thaf, man {8 simply a member of the ani-
mal kingdom, and that, like pll other pubjects ot that great
realm, he must struggle for his life from birth to death.
He must contend with climate, discase, and enemies of all
kinds, In this unceasing battle, he avails himselt of every
help and meana within his reach. e uscs such animals and
plants as he can for food and clothing aud as aervants, and
fights, with all hie power, against the remainder, HIs Inge-
nuity enables him to turn so many things o good account, in
this contest, that his egotlem prompts him to the bellef that
all things were made for him, But, as a matier of fact, ev-
ery other.living organiem struggles for continued existence
in substantially the same manner, and might with as much
propriety set up the same claim. . |

car "",f_‘.l GO‘D_:WE TRUST.”

. There are those in every community who aftéct to believe
that everything that occurs is specially designed and direct.
od by an overruling Providence, and hence, on almost every

obituary notice begins, “Whereas, it has pleased an overrul-
{ng Providence to remove Mr Blank,” ete., and yet, ag every-
one knows, the plous and orthodox are not more exempt
trom accldents, disease and death, than are heretics. If an
overruling Providence 1s managing these matters he ought
to, and certainly would, make some plain distinctions In the
distribution of his gitta and punishments. There are,
throughout the country, probably ten saloons and other in-
famoue houses for every church, and yet it i3 no exaggera~
tion to state that lightning sirlkes ten times as many
churches as it does saloons. Of course, the eteeples and
spires of churches are véry tempting to electricity, but light-
ning, directed by Omnipotence, should be able to strike a
basement saloon as readily as a echurch steeple. S
Not long Bince, we read of a minister who was atruck by
lightning and instantly killed while praying during the reg-
uler Sunday services, also of a pious man who was struck
and killed while reading his Bible. What shall we do with
these and millions of stmilar facts? No one can harmonize
fhem with the theory of design and an overruling Provi-
dence, except. by assuming that, in pome mysterious way,
unknown to men, they are beneficial to our race, But the
propriety and reasonablencss of such an assumption are the
very quéstions in dispute. .

© . VISITATION OF DIVINE PROVIDENGE.

Recognizing the fact that the good are as frequenty
stricken with the “visitations of Divine Providence” as the
bad, theologlans have evolved two explanations by which to
pacify their flocks, ‘The.first is that all of these calamities
—and, indeed, all the evil §n the world—-are the works of the
devil. But who {8 the devil; on whom the onus of hlame i8
thus shifte@? Did he, like God, create himsell, or is he the
creature, the agent, the employe of God? In the affalra of
this world we hold the proprietor responsible for the acts ot
the employe. Indeed, God himself, Jf correctly reported,
gave us the correct principle of action governing this matter,
when he spld, “But if the ox (which had gored some one)
were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath
been testified to his owper, and he hath not Kept him in, but
that he hath killed 2 man or women; the ox shall be stoned,
and his owner also shall be put to death,”” Why has not
this terribly vicious ox, the devil, been “kept in” or “stoned”
to death long ago? :

The other explanation is by means.of the argument of ig-
norance, which ls usually sanctifled and sugar-coated by the
quotation, “Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,” jmplying
that the evil or calamity s, after all, but-e bleseing in dis.
guise. The argument {n full may be thus summarized:
Many things and ovents are plainly beneficial; others, ap-
parenty pernicious, finally prove to be advantageous; there-
fore, all things and events are blessings, either openly-or in
disguise, If, however, ‘we tuvert this argament it will look
as well, logically, and prove as much. “Many things and
events are undoubtedly injufious; other things and ovents
‘which at first seem to be adyantageous, finally prove to be
inimical; theiefore, ail thilige and -occurrences are either
openly or covertly hostile t6’'maunkind, and, therefore, essen-
tially bad.” The arguinent'ls as cogent in one form. as in
the other, and i3 but gophietFy at best. .

CAN. HE NOT WRITE?

it God really wished to pidve to us his existence, can he
not devise some proof not gusceptible of any other interpreta-
tlon? Can he not wilte?  He is credited with painting all
the exquisite calors njid huél in Nature, If so, can not he
writé a singlo sentends somiewhere, and in some manner,
which could not be cofinterfbitod or explained away by men?
it he controls the winde auif-clouds why does he not gome.
times errange the lattsr jndd significant forms, or paint on
them some words givilg us’idme reliable information? We
do not ask for much.'Lét Hifn elmply say, "The Mible is in-
gpired,” or, “Obey th8 popef or, “Follow Palmage,” or, “Be-
liove in Joseph Ceol/L “An¥ little hint witl suffica to eradi-
cate Infidelity from tlit world, when we ate certaln that its
otlgin is divine. The ‘matfér in the tall of & comet might
easily bo arronged into aifew words which 2if men could see.
/No matter in what langudgoe the information came, its trans-
Jation wowld offer no diflculties. The suriace. of the moon
might bave been variegated with n fow texts Instead of with
valepnio oraters. 'Weara.aware that God ig reported to have
written two editions of the decnlogue on stone tablets, but,
‘untortunately for the cradibility of the account, Moses had
to.walt, in cach case, forty days for the completion of the
-work; - aud-now, there-arethose so dopraved as to miggest
that in that length of tinie; Moses might bave done the work
Blmgelf. e A S R
T . WHY DQESN'T GOD.BPEAK? L
It God lg really so golicitous in'tegard to tho welfare of
wien, why does he'not, ot léast sometimes, spealk ?- ‘He o said’

R

wore of no use to hifm, it followed, ag a'logloal consegnence,
that thoy did not exist atald. =« ..oy

. $1o hava'boen very. famitiar and communicative two or throe

coln we see the motto, “In God We Trust,” and alraost every |

.of Biblicletry, |, I-cannot reconclle an-ethical Josug

‘Hutehfas. " .-

thousend years:ggo.’ Can he not talk now? -The clergy. will,
of course, ¢all these gueries blasphemous, a8 they do every-
thing. which catinot bo ofhierwise disposed of, but they are
candtd, and are serious thoughts of overy one who permits
bimzelf 1o (iink upon this subject. A Hitls four-year-old
&lrl, belonging to an acqualntance o Obly, wus, some time
sluce, heard to solitoquize thus, when saying her evening
prayer: “Now, God, I have talked to you often enough. H
you hear mo, why don't you talk back?” Suro enougi!
Why doesut God tallr, or act in responso to prayest I 16
the @isgrace of wood and etone ldois that, however much
they are appealed to, to speal or act, they meintain a stolid
indifferenco; but, in truth, does our God belave differently?
Hundreds of millions of prayers, in the case of Presldent
Garfield, falled to evoke the slightest slgn of even the exist
ence of & God. Had these prayers been addressed to Baal or
Joss, the result could not have beea more disastrous. Bill
tons and billlons of prayers for the conversion of the wicked

and the heathen have been presented, gnd yet—althoughy.

this js svidentiy the proper thing to do—the work Is scarcely
farther ndvauced than it was a thousand years age. In-
deed, no one in this age, not even the preacher, expecis &
pr?‘yer to be answered.

Those who have abandoned all the usual srguments in
favon of u Supreme Being, based on the evidence of deslgn,
83 Intrinsteally bad, but who sttll wish to fortity thebr beliet
in the existence of such a belng, often assert that the mere
order of harmony observable In Nature, offers them suth-
clent evidence, It is platn, however, that 1f Nature exists at
all, some kind of order must exist, and that, whatever may
be the course of events, some sort of harmony s & necessary
consequence, If matter oxists, it must asspume some shape
and occupy some position. If, however, the matter ot the
universe could be shown to be In the best possible forms, an
ergument for a supreme intelligence might rest on that
basis, but bie would possess a dull imagination indesd, who
could not suggest numerous Improvements in this respect,
gf;nl}e’tn the form and quality of metter, as we find it on our
more genlal and unfform, und the soll, in many districts,
richer. Fewer mountains and deserls would have gutiiced,
and with less water better distributed, our wortd would have
been better arranged. Indeed, a small amount of matter
might have taken the form of homes, food and clotiing, with
ovident advantage to mankind. The lebhor of fhe human
race is chiofiy expended In re-arranging Nature. The con-
venience of photographers, for example, would have been
greatly enhanced If light had been endowed with such prop-
ertles that it would not affect a vens(tive plate beforo its pas-
sage through a lens. 1f we are totd that such a modification
of light would uafit it for use #8 a chemlcal agency in muany
other respects, we can only reply that, while we cannot &0
load & gun ag that it shall Lit a bear but miss & ealf, this 18
Just what is W be expected from one with whom “all Lhings
are possible.”

L freely admit that arrangement of matter and its qualities

might have been much worse, but if they had been we should
not have exlsted at a)l. In the case of our moon a worse ar-
rangemont s actuplly seen, and, as a consequence, lite s be
lleved to be absont trom that body. Water might have been
made {o freeze at foriy degrees above, or forty dogrees bhe-
low zero; with some-advantages in both casen. Aleohol
might have been made with a repulsive taste, or without jts
intgxicating properties, with evident advantage to mankind.
Thus, we might proceed to point oul changes and possible
improvemenis {n ihe form and properties of matter ad intin-
itum. Since it §8 possibie theretore, to puggest improve-
ments In tho properties and state of aggregation in which we
find matler, perfection In the order of Nature cannot be
claimed, unless it is assumed that in some way or other, not
always manifest, everything must Lo for the best, s we lind
It, which is gimply the old argument of ignerance,

But if perfection in the order of Natlure ig nol made a part
of (he nrgument, then the simple proposition remalns, that
the existence of matter in apy state of aggregation), and with
any kind of property, 18 aufffeient lo prove tho existence of

an intelligent designing Creatoy, who himaelf came Into €x- | ies =R 741

intence without any asasisiance or causoe whatever, and then
proceeded 10 creete averytuing out of nothing! In the apt
phrageology sometimes employed by genticmen of ths bar,
those who use this argument go jsto and come out of the
same hole. .

So far as the docirine of deslgn Implies Lthe process of rea
soning on the part of God, it is plainly absurd, because the
dlvine mind can neijther reason, nor learn, nor forget. Ilco.
soning s that procees by which finite minds glide by casy
or difilcult steps from the knowa to the unknown; but, since
all possible knowledge 18 supposed {o ba ever-present in Lthe
infinite mind; thias process i8 both unnecensayy and lmpossi-
ble. ‘Therefore, while an unreasoning God may appear 1o ba
& kind of theologlcal monsirosity, it s clear that a God who
Eﬁ;ﬁnns is no God at all, but worao still is a God who reasons

y.

. Finally, we may be asked if we deny the exisience 'ot God?

Our reply !s, “By no means.” To do 8¢, wouid jmply that | p

we have positive knowledge on this point. Wa neoither at
firm por deny the existence of a Suprcme Belng, because we
have no definite and conclusive informaiion on that subject.
We simply malntain that the evidence which has thus far
been relled upon to prove the existence of such & belug, 18
fnsufficient and fallacious. 1f new evidence can be advanced,
or If the old can he made more cogent, we shall be among the
ﬂ}!t to give the matter a full and falr reconsideration.

"TOWSER'S SERMON. . -

"Tl_lé'r'ei'];am no- dogs in heaven” 1 will make my present
- . .theme, - )
“No animalg are wanted at the throne of the Supreme,”
Ig believed by many mortals who sssume the form of man,.
But who stlil'remaln in spirlt much below ue.in the plan,.

I shonld rather tako my chances with old Justice, as a dog,
Than & cryel; savage master or a selflsh human hog, =
But I firmly think Jn Nature, that each being bas his piece,
And no matter what the xpecies, or the color, or.the race.-

1f not as such intended we would never dogs have been; -
‘1f Eternal Nature made us it was aurely not & gin, . = .
For.the same Eterpal Nature made ourmasters of the clay,
And the most marked way we differ ls, they stand another
way, Do e
They can scheme and pian great mansions. on the earth for
-very show; . . o
They can picture their own heaven in the future thus and so;
They can roll their eyeballs upward- atd send forth their
poultu] tume;. - . o LU R Bl D
While we gend.up our. petitions to the Master in-the moon.
1f there I8 a-gréat "All-Wisé.-One who presides o'er’all the
. earth, .- .o o-nioe ]

We can. neither ever fool Hini in rezaid to proper worth, °:
And. though rich with gold and knowledge, when his judg:
* . ment he must face, - R
Man will fiud, with
" placer R L D
It & Christian beats his horses of 18 oruel to his dog, .
it will stay with him eternal as a gloomy splrit fog,: - . -
Hé has clalm {0 mighty wisdom, great unfoldment -of ‘tho
- mind,
But 1$ often false and brulal whenhis dog is lrue and.Kkind.
So upon {he base 'of morals and of faithfulness and-love, -
Qur great masters have not risen in unfoldment far above,
And if we, with only “instinct,” are to loiter here behind,

dogs.in Naturo, ha _éa.ch;s'p_ei:'_le-_ha_s'_ité

. We shall alwaye think Jebovah iz but buman and unkind. -

Let us gather in the moonifght and send up a mighty bay -
For admission into heaven when our forms retura to clay,
And put on our longest faces and in meeknéss shed a tear,
And if man gets Into heaven we may also there appear.

We can hardly do the thinking that our masters have to do,
And we canaot ask the favors of a God we never knew,
But I kmow there must be justice in the great Eternity,. . .
For the lower and the higher; just because there ought to:be,

It all life.18 based on spitit as a part of One Grand Whole,
And the universe of matter should possess Eternal BSouil,
Fach ghall share in Nature's forces just his little proper
place, . R
‘Whether doga or human beings filled with plety and grace. .

Let them gain their great poaséssi'ons and hoard'-tip the shin- |

ing gold; . . Lo
But it cannt])ctl bring back youth-time with its joys, when they
are ola, . - '
Let them put on robes and jewels and flue linen here below,
But they each must wear the garments that will fit whera'er

they go. :

Now, you ask me how I kiow it, wh_al_'o.i got sucl wondrous

And }mq’er with my,_mn.star,' thus: "Wheﬁ'_-l wea here be.
I obtatn # from the thought-world, from the: universe of
From the Gapih of all past agee'T the luspiration eauga.

I don’t think the common Ohristian cares g0 much for that

. oldtale o S .
As ho used to ers the coming of the Splvitualistie gale,

But while mankind 15 advancing I’ does seem. so mighty

© queer .. R :
That they make themaelves a heaven, while their pets must
T dissppear. - . U DR. T WILKINS.

 Phé spirit of the fathera'chillengoen the boldest repudiation
d’ an
honest .manhood , with what {8 now lnown of the cancnlcal
history of both the Old dnd New Testaments.~Rev, W. I3

Some temptativna come to-the induitrious; but all tempta.

The climate, for example, might have been made |}

{Tnomns Qlio Molcman, Joo! Barioty,

RESTORES EVESIGHT,

Sneétacféa a'Tﬁlﬁh of the

Past, -
“Actian,” s Marvelous Discovery Toat Caros All -

Afilictlons of the Bye snd Ear Without
Cutting or Brugging,

A marvelous discovery bas heen
Belenvist and Inventive Q
it oud Tuyen enius,

e
wil 6ntod 8 Iestorer Known a6
"Aotlng,* through which oll aMctiony of the
- h  UY0Y and car, auoh e hiind.
ness, graonulated lds, pat.
aracts, goreeyos, 4 5
h ﬂﬁé nwﬁu \lwlthogtcut-
N or dru, a3 UEITY
3 im locoutﬁ%anlfus.wmwn
&4 Lhe Aotltue Pockut Bat.
}erty;. na‘;g:d throunsh it the

. patients cure thol

10 the privacy of their own homes, It I?olzl:)l;le;
abollehes the butehorles sud toriurous inetli-
ods practiced by vuullsty, and surlsls, but as the
84818 tinie porféots & positive and lusting cure,
_Ruv. \¥. O. Geodwin, Mollne, Kansns, writes:
“My honest oploion of ““Actiua™ Is that it ks one
of the moal mayvelous discoverlss of Lhe uge. 14
savod my oyes {row an operativn.”
thh:f'"‘x'uuﬁ:-!-gﬁgreat'nun of Goataas st hYs
Years* standing. shinoss of utae
Mr. A. L- Howe, Tuliy, N. Y., writos: “Aotina®
‘I'J:: r:ergdnv‘t’:‘%l ;:at»l;{ﬂ.cts from llmh wy eyes. [
7 W, vulb m S H o
ﬂ‘ifo e ¥ glasaes; wm skxey
Baker, Ocean Park, Cnl, writea: “I
sbould have been blind Lind I Not nsed*Activa.?
A Eu‘t of promlnent cluw%? LRVE orgnuized
€0 known a4 the Now York and London
Elecirlo Assoclution, and they have given thiy
method so thorough a st on kundreds of caves
prouounced inewradbls end hORelwa that they
now tivoly nesurea curs. "Aotina’ ia senl
on ¢ povipeid. If you wtloall ot send your
nawe and sdoress (o Lhe New York ynd London
Eieotrie Assoviption, Dept. 7B, 2 Walnut St.,
ansks City. Mo, you whl recetve, abgolutely
free, & valuabls Gook— Prof. Wilkon's. Freatiss
on the Eys and on Disgasey fn Gonernl,” and
K::r 1!:;;1 ‘:mt. b::su{ﬂa? udt.hur. your eyesight wnd
0S8/ « B0 MBLLOY BOW gD,
doctord huve falled. d

Ao

Cancer Curen

WiTH BOOTHING, BALMY OILS.

Bt ot a5 nd Fotmale Diosuscs. i
N ppinle Diseuses.

for 1lustrated Book.unSeI:E fres. A'&m‘ rlte

DR, BYE, 5:5.5x.y; Kansas City, Mo,

L <XEX

The above in the number of the pres.
ent lasuo of The Progrewsive ‘'hinker,
as printed at the tap of the Orst page,
right hand corner, If this number cor
responds with the igures-on your wrap-
per, then tho tlme you have pald for has
sxplred, and you are requested to renew
your gubscription. Thls number at tha
right hand corner of the Arst page 18 ad.
vanced each week, showieg the numbes
of Progresvive Thinkers lssued vp to
date. Xeep watch of the numbar on
tke tag of your wrapper.

ITS NATURE, RE-

| SABS AN £

N HU=

mrn EMBODIMI S, 'l!hird editlon now on

palo. Prico $1.U0. Thig Ia one of the hest books

l'ven by the guidesot MrmCora L, V. Jtlchmoud,

"oy nre really lewsony, published primarily, ag

& book of vefervmce for Lhoss who lhave hwen

moembers of the clusses recelvlog them. This

volums i3 & careful compilation from ropovrts of
leysons, contaluing the Dasoy of ihe teachingy.

THE MISSING LINK
IN MODERN SPIRITUALISM,

By A. Last Underhil), of the Fox Famfly.

Tnteronting apd vslueblo a2 & history of tho begin-
mlogof Modorn Bpiritualisr:, _h{ opo of the Foi
tors, 418 Fages, 16 1)iunceations, locladip, riraits of
the Fox Famtly. Blstory of the Hydesviiia rappiags,
as related Uy eyo-witnessed; remarkable snd woll-at-
tested | LKLt es,’’ etc. Hend-
wﬂr}lj{l hnundlln :‘.]lu;ut-n. “l}ut 11‘ew copl;n r&mnlnlns.

whers' prico, ¢1. o will & .
pald e 91.90. eod t. ok pase

ESOTERIC LESSONS,

This work ircludes “Personificd Un-
thiokables,” “Ilrst Lessons In Reality,”
and »“A Tour Tbrough the Zodlac”
This is ap Interesting production of oes
cult thought and will weil repay carefud
siudy and meditatlon by all occultlsts,
Price, Cloth, $1,80, For sale at this

A KEW GATEGHISM.

- . BY M. M. MANGABARIAN.

This 1o 2 new “Catachism™ in the fall senss of Lae
word. There han as yet appoared In the world of I1b
eral licarature nolhing ko thlamont wondorla) lisue
book o1 resson. E. P, Puwell, the well-known sathor,
#ha roviswer sud critte, sayes “The remarkable thing
BLOUL 1018 "Catoohism’ La thad 1t tells the truth” [
doais witn the questtons of God Immortsiiy—the
Oteads, the Olergy, the Church, Proyer and Balvation,

- | Jesus moe bia Tenching, ths Growth of the Christisn

Boriptures, and many other philosophicsl, sclenttdc
#nd stblcat questiona with the atmast ceador, eour
ege and clearams. 189 psger Cloth 75¢; peper, 500

THE WOMAN'S BIBLE

 PART |~The Pentatech,

' Comments ou Clenesls, Exodus, I,

Numbers and Deuteronomy, by E!Iﬂzab'eeft}%iﬁ?

Stanton, Lillle Deverenx Riakte, Re¥. Phebe

-lggﬁ?ml‘-d. 1\{1,‘]1:1-9, L:)l‘?lwlcié Ct:lhby. Ellen_Battelio
21, 2 $3 _Soulhw

Gesteteld, and Francis E Barr. orth, Ursula K.

)
THE WOMAN'S BIBLE --PART |1,
LJudges, Kings, nghotaand Apostles. Com-
meats on tho Old and New Testaments, from
Joshua to Revelation. ‘T'ae commeats ars koen,
bright, spiey, full of wit, the work of radieal
thinkers wha are not iguorant of the highor
critieisin - Therois nota doll page in elthor ot
these Looks, but each 9 4 galaXy of the bright
tgllglds I:L ul.;ia day a}ndll.hrow 3 now lght ou the
e teuchlogs relating 10 wony e
oh papor o e g al. Price of

~ KEEP POSTED

in Current 8plirituatiatic and Occult
- : Neowe. o
You ¢an do [t by reading each week
The Progressive Thinker, The. Phile.
ophy and the Splrituallstic end Occult

' | phenomena It containe each week, is

the marvel of the age. No one tan af
ford to be without the paper, Ita price
18 within the reach of all. T

THE TO-HORROW OF DEATH,

Or the Futurs Lita According to Sclence. By
Louis IMiguier. Transiated (rom the French
8. R. Crockee. A very fasclaating work. Th
fine voiuwe mighl woll havo been extitled Splr-
{tuailsm Demonatrated by Sclonca. Jt 13 writ-
ten in that peouliar interesting style in which
French writors excol when they would popular.
ize sclonlifio eubjects in n.dalll:tatlon to the
noeds of tho genoral roader. The puthor eays:
“Theye 1aa trio and respoctable 1dea in Splrit-
padlem,’ and rogards as proved “tho fact ot
commuunlcation botwoen euperhumans aud the
fubabitants of carth.'” Price, §1.60.

A collection of Vo-

cal Muelo for the

SPIRITUAL HARP sfsicer o

ticn and Social Circles. By J. M. Popblies and
. O. Barrett; B, H. Balloy. Musical Edlior.
New edition, Culled from a wide fleld of litora.
tare with the miost critical care, fros from all
t.hoolog’lcn.l bias, throbbing with the soul of in.
7 n.smbo(’.lym tho |\111:1ncipiaa nnd virtuos
og the spiritual lim losophy, pet to the most
oheartul and Popu s musie (nearly nll original)
and adapted {onll 1 itls bel the
moat attractive worle of the kind over pub-
Hshod. Ita benutitul songs, ducisand quartots,
with pfano, o%mor molodion necomgnnlmun
ada both to publle racetings and tho socl
les. Cloth, 81.26; postago, 14 conts.

P LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE,

the Editor of the Nattonal, with Proface
Notea. by Potor Hokler. Iustrated with
viowd, of tho old Palne Homestead snd Palnd
Monumont, at Now Roghollo; also portraite ot

wtonssraft, Madamo foland, Cond:
the. most: prominent ot Pl

vlanody
riende fm .
o * .
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"GONTRIBUTORS,—~Bach contrlbutor
alene respousivie for any sassertlons
or slateme2ts he 1uy muke. The edilor
aliows thls freedows of expression, be:
Heving that the causs of truth can be
best subserved tbereby, Many of tho
Behtiments uttered In an article mgy b
diametiically opposed to bis bellefy yet
that [g Bo reason why they ehould
Buppresged; yel we wish 1t digtinetly
voderstood that our space 1s juade-
quate to publigh everythlug thaot comes
%0 hang, however much wo might desite

Bon-appearauce of YOUR article. o
WRITD PLAINLY.~We would JIK
to lmpress upon the minds of oUr corra;
epondenia that ‘he Progreseive THIDKe
18 set up ob a Linotype machine m:r )
must muke peed equal to abous 5%
compaositors, That means rapid Workh
and it 1s essentlal that all cop¥,
Bure Insertion in the paper, oYl othe; re-
qulrements being favorable, shoul Bite
written plainly with ink on W
paper, or with s typawriter, snd oniy on
one slde of the paper. "
I'I'EMB.—~Bear In mind that items fz
ths Genernl Burvey wiil iv all cases 10

0djusted 1o the space we have to 00‘31
pY, and i order to do that they W
generally have to be sbridged more O
fess; otherwise many items would
crowded out. Bomelimes a thirty-hne
item {s put down to ten lines, and ieB
iues to (wo lines, es occasion maY
qoire,

Tako due notice, ihat all iems !:f
this page must be accompanied by ! e
full pame nod address of the wrikd, 1
wil pot do to say thal Becretary of 0‘“:
respondent writes so and 6o, Wlmo{:
giving the full nawe and address of be
writer, Tle items of those who do Wt
comply with this request will be a8
Inio the waate basket.

Keep coples of your poems sent to
this oflice, for they will not be returned
If we have ot gpace 1o vse them.

PSYCHOPATHY, OR SPIRIT HEAL-
ING.—A ¢lass in Psychopathy, or Spirit
Healing, under the instruction of the
spirit of Dr, Ben}. Ruah, through Mrs.
Cora L. V.-Richmong, is aboul to be
tormed, For further information in-
guire of Mr. wm. Richmond, 3802 -
Ridge avenue, Rogers Parl, Cblcago,
1tlinois. .

INDIANA STATE SPIRITUALISTS
CONVENTION-=The 8piritualists of In-
diana will hold their state convention in
the Spiritualist Temple at Anderson,
Ind., I%eb. 26, 27 and 28, 1904, at which
time p State Spiriluvalist Assoclation
will be organized. There will be three
sessfons dally. Friday and Salurday
morning and afternoon sessions wil be
devoted to the business of the conven-
lion. ‘Phe evening sessions of Friday
nnd Saturday and the three. Sunday
gessions will be devoted Lo entertain-
lectures, apirit messages, tosts, etc.
The besl of talent has “een engaged.
The bet of talent has been engaged.
Programs will be issued later. ‘The
public is cordially [nvited to attend ali
of these meetings. Let there be 2
grand rally from all paris of the state
thereby making thils, which is one of
the most imporiant meelings ever held
Jn the siale, one of the most succeasful,
BE. W. Sprague and wife, N. §, A, Mls-
slonarics, Rochester, Ind. .

Wilt J. P. Sullivan, of Los Angeles
Cal., send hig address to G. C, Schmidt,
Soldiers” Home, Milwaukee, Wis.7 |

Dr. Juliet H. Severance will spéak
for the Englewood Spirltual Union, Feb.
i4, at Hopkine’® Hal), 628 W. 63rd atreet,
Subjeet: "[s Mediumship a Psycholog-
lcal Crime?* This leclure . was pre-
viously announced but postponed on ac-
count of hall being ¢losed tor repairs,

Premonitory dreams are scoffed at by
the skepllc of matters psychie, but pev-
ertheless some visions of this kind are
rclated as truth by men of science and-
research. Camille Flammarlon, the
noted asironomer, in his book, “Fhe
Unknown,” tells the following: “During
& certain sumrer, one of my sisters had
gone with her husband and her ehildren
to live in the lillle town of Nogent
(Haute-Maine); my father had accom-
In regard to them. My mother dreamed
In Parls. A the children wete in good
health, abd no one felt any unepsiness
In Tegar dto them. My mother dreamedl -
that she received a letter from my-
father, in which she read this senience:
T am the bearer of a sad plece of news;
little Henrl has just died in convulslons,
with hardly any previous Hlness.” My
mother, on awakening, said to herself:
*It is nothing but-a dream; It 18 all im-
ngination and deception.' A week after-
wards a letter from my felher con-
talned precisely ibis very phrase. My
poor sister had just lost her youngest
child in consequence of convulsiong."

Dr. Beverly writes: “At Lakeside Hall
we had a greal leap-year party. Two’
hundred and fitly people werg present,
and a’l had a merry time til} past mid-
pight. Our next monthly party will be
beld at the satne place, Saturday even-
ing, Feb. 27. This will be better than
any thal have preceded it. Mrs. Murtha
i3 stlll with us, and I8 drawing many
snto the ranks by her honest tests, Dr.
Warne, the president of the State Asso-
clation, spoke to a large audience, Bun-
day evening. - He does not fear to de-
elare the truth, and is in favor of ag-
gressive work. Mrs. Dr. Stockham will.
lecture Feb. 14; Dr. Viroqua, the Mo-

hawk ndian Princess, Feb. 21; Walter

DeVoe, editor of Vitality, Feb. 28. Thns
we have a fine program, and you:all-are
fnvited.” s :
C. J. Van Alstine writes from Long
Beach, Cal.: “A few words about -us
here on this coast, where it 8. sunshine.
and flowers, but do not think for.a mo-
wment that there are no shadows or

thoras. Our little soclety here hes been -

Mistening for seven Sunday evenings to
Mru. L. M. Allen, of Los Angeles, &
dear, aweet, spiritval women, who gave
us good and practical advice, and he
gudiences Increased to twice the size
they were when she began.”

Geo. Hamilton Brooks writes: “Dr.

- Juliet H. Severance will lecture for the

Baglewood Spititual Union, at Hopkins®
Hall, 528 Wesl 63rd street, Bunday
evening, Feb. 14, This means anothe?
Iarge sudlence for Slster Severance ia
one of our popular radical speakers who
knows the truth and is feariess In ex.
pressing her views. If the good sleigh-
fng continues there should be many in
_from the near-by suburban towns. The
any admirers of Rohert Ingersol) will
f.e glad to bear one of his able co-la-
borers.”

o " N. A Bt. Clatr, secretary, writes from

. ‘Toron Canada:
L ';P!‘;rdi:g’. of Bryantville, Mass, serves

“Mrs. Nettle Holt

~the Toronto Spiritunlist Assoclation

. ! ,
. _proving a very conscientious and icua-
’ 'frlons %vorker in tho !nieres!s of our 8-

.- glety.-and cause. !
-vor;-‘iileaslng perscanlity. sed la very

Mrs, Hardmg 4ne o

worylar with our members -and  awh-
" 23503, Her lectures are  followed Dy
. spirit messnges, Hor privato readings

T are” xcellent satigfaction, and
B AN ng the shme: which-come

Japuary and Fehruary, and s

‘Take due notice that items for this
page in order ta insure Insertion must
contaln the full name and address of the
writer. Otherwlse thcy may be cast
Into the waste-bhasket, . g

to uB glve undoubted evidences as to
the genuineness of her mediumship.
Bhe will serve the First Spiritualist So-
clety of Hemllton, Ont,- during the
month of March.” .

Mrs, Alife Perkins writes from Frank-
fort, Ind.: “Mrs. Alice Gehring since her
return from the wesh, has paid a visit
to Frankfort, and she has greatly aided
our grand cause by the noble work she
did while here. She only came for a
rest, but ghe 18 50 Joved and appraciated
by our people hiere that she cottld have
been busy every hour of her stay. . Bhe
is the one who started the work in this
place.” .. . :

Joshuva Oakeshott writes Irom Deer
Park, Ontario, Canada: “Our meetings
are becoming more attractive gs - the
geason advances. Under- the pastorate
of Mr, and Mre. Wallis Rippley, with oc-
casional asaistance from thejr. sfster,
our audlences are getting fine spiritual
and Intellectual feasts, ang@ the good
cauea of 8piritualism is being much ad-
vanced. The honest, straightforwerd
work of these mediums {8 being much
apprecialed by the general public, and
if we can but give them sufiiclent sup-
port much good will be accomplished.
I am also happy to say we have three
other meeotings in this city, all well at-
tended.”

A. B, Fanning wriles from Plymouth,
Ind.: “We are glad to report an organi-
zatlon in this city, On Jan. 29, Brother
and Blster B. W. Sprague came to us
and remained until ihis morning, Feb. 1,
giving us four meetings, organizing a
soclety of sevenieen members and cre-
ating a great interest in our bheloved
cause. On Saturday and Sunday even-
ings, people were turned away, because
we could not seat them, many prefer-
ring to remain and stand through the
entire service. The outlook 18 good here
for a large sociely, many coming 0 us
to-day regretting that they could not
hear more of our beautiful leachings.
Brother and Sister Sprague have won
thelr way into the hearts of the people
bere, and are assured of & hearty wel-
come at any time they can return to ue.
Any one desiring Lo commubnicate with
us, address our secrelary, 1. B, {yrube,”

Hypnotlism, as the cause of, or ex-
cuse for, crime, works both ways it
seeme, While certain persons not dis-
soclated from ‘the police interesis of
Minneapolia are exploiting thelr belief
that the ublquitous Carlisle, now un-
happily restrained of his liberty, has
been glven to the practice of hypnotism
as a means of furthering his designs for
annexing by marriage Impressionable
woman, another worker in the matrimo-
nial vineyard turns up in New York
who claima that he became a bigamist
under tie Influence of the occult art.
Herbert W. Talcott marrted two women
within four months—a period of time
that hardly permits of the securing of a
divorce even in Rhode Island. Talcoft
announces with what cheerfulness of
mien he can muster that he meant ne
wrong in marrying the second time,
and that he can account for the marri-
age only on the theory that he was hyp-
notized by some wretch who almed at
bis undoing. Among those who " are
sli¢ptical may he mentloned bolh of
Taleott’s wives. The list of skeptics 18,
however, large. Somethifig ghould be
done to resirain the hypnotist from go-
ing about practicing his evil aris for
the undoing of impressionable youang
men and women. He ought to enlarge
the fleld of his exploits or guit. ~ One

. never hears of a whiskered hold-up man

who lays his desire to annex the goods
of hig fellow-cltizen to a hypnotist. It
he did maks such a claim it would only
have the effect of expediling his seclu-
slon, QOccasionally a. murderer turns
up who puts in the theory of hypnotism
for a defense, but he generally gets
short shrift.—8t. Paul Globe, -

When William Beriin,- an eccentric
old ‘miser, residing at ‘Little Sllver, N.
J., dled a few days ago a search- was
made for the money he was known to
-possess, but not a penny-. could - be
found, Wllliam Wainwright, however,
could not glve up the hope of finding
the money and obtained .permlssion
from- Joseph V. Holmes, owner of the
house, to tear it down. Every stick ol
‘timber was carefully examined as |t
‘was razed.. No ‘money was found, but
Wainwright felt sure it was somewhere
-aboul the place. He says that a few
nights ago be had a dream, in which the
-ghost of Berlin led him.to the rujns of
the old house and pointed out to him
under the chimney a tin specthcle case.
“When Walnwright awoke in the morn-
ing hig dream was still vivid, and he
dressed in a hurry, went to the spot and
found the spectacle case in the place
pointed out by (he miser's ghost. He
opened it and $187 In bills: fell out,
Walpwright j8 not yet satisfled and be-
lleves he wlll have more dreams.

Mra. Cora F. Alzlp, hevoine of many
court caged in Cook county, hag at last
been adjudged Insane and has been
commlited Lo the institution in Blgin.
Prominent members of the smart set,
‘who have previously used their influ-
ence to keep her from. the asylum, ap-
_peared in Judge Ruth’s court on Tues-
day to testify agalnst her Mre, Aisip
claimed to be under the influence of
_hypnotism, Spiritwalism, and various
-other psychic powers. She also accused
her relationa of polsoning the mind of
her hughand and persuading him Lo get
a divor¢e.—Chicago Journal, .

}  Dr. Eugenle R. Eliscu, a Roumanian
woman who has been in this country
practicing medicine for several- years,
-rather startled the staid, conservative
menmbers of the Medico Pharmaceutical
League, New-York, by announcing that
in five instances she had succeeded in
curing cages of consumption by the use
of hypnotic suggestipn. To back up
her c¢laim, Miss Bliscu produced three
of her patienis and used them ag fllus-
trallons of her prowess during the lec-
ture. She didn’t convince her auditors
that druge and modern methods should
be at once abandoned In favor of pey-
chopathy, but she succeeded in stirring
them into a discussion which became
acrimonious at times. Miss Bllscu ts &
very interesting woman, who has been
puiting her theories into practice in
thig city for some time. S8he has not
entirely nbandoned medicine yet, but
her princlpal successes, she says, have
been achieved through obtalning con-
trol of the minds of sick persona.

© Wil Brigsooe writen: “It is with plens.
ure that I say & word In commendation
¢f your paper. I think it Is the very
best paper extant dovoted-to-the lator-
o3ta of .our beautiful philosophy,. and
iho able discuaslony contnined -therein,

amanating 8¢ {hey do from some of iha.
briglitest minds of tiie age, cannot be,
‘otherwise thian elévating (o the grand

Ugo & pen or typewriter.

. JNE NOTIE,

of Tho Progressive Thinker ave for.
a2lo et this ofico. Bear this in mind.

‘When writiog -for ‘this paper

Wa go to prese carly Monday morn.
Ing, hence communications intended for
that current Issue should reach this
office not later than the previous Satur
day morening. Bear this in mind.

the peat month at Peorla, il),, with great
success, will rest a few days with his
friendd, Mr. and Mrs. Will Briacoe, at
Tipton, Ind., and then take uwp his la-
bore at Findlay, Oblo, for the month of
February.” ’ :

Teresa Roderiguez, noted along the
Pacific const as Santa Teress, because
of her ability as o healer, has secured
a divirce from Guadalose Roderlguez,
whom she Bays she married while under
his hypunotic influence. She also
made the charge that her husbund was
en emissary sent by the Mexican Gov-
erament to this country to marry her,
that she might be taken back to a Mex-
fcan prlgon, 8anta Teresa i3 revered
by the Yaqul Indlans, and becguse of
her influence over them has been exiled
from Mexico for years, lier ability as
a healer has heen proclaimed among
the Indians and Mexicans aince ghe was
gixteon years old. At that time she
had an attack of typhold fover and fell
into a long trance. When she awoke
the declared that sbe had made & trip
1o heaven, that she had conversed with
tho saints and that they bhad told her
she would have power to cure the sick.
8ha Lsgan her work with such success
that she was soon canonized by the ln-
diane and peons, while she won the re.
opect and love of her own people, Her
unfortunate marriage followed the de-
eree of exile from Mexico.

Mrs, Isa A. Crose writes: “The 1os-
trum of the Hyde Park Occult Soclety
will be occupled by Mrs. Karcher, on
Feb. 14, at No. 383 East 56th street,
We Itnow you wiil hear something good,
friends, 80 come out and hesr her,
Come early. Services at 7:46 p. m.
Take Jackson Park car, which passes
the door. Mrs. Kline will also give
messagor.” ’

J. M. Hodson writes: *“8piritualism
doubtiess 18 chfmplon for the welfare
of the human race, and uplifting of hu-
manity, by living up to its teachings.
Il prepares men and women for hetter
fathers, mothers, and citizens, 1 potice
in The Progressive Thinker of Jan. 30,
another grand offer for Spirjtualists to
procure & neat little sum of $1,000 of-
fered by a company of men in Califor.
nig for one genuino materladization of a
gpirit. Now we need money 1o use for
the distribution of free literature of the
principles and teachings of our splritual
philogophy, and some genuine medium
can obtain it. Why not?”

Blisha Walers, who lately paased to
spirit life at ‘Troy, N. Y., was, says a
Troy paper, a grand old man—pure,
honest, kindly, useful and intelligent.
The sweet epirit, the heaming counte.
nonce, the esgential lovabieness of this
oclogenarian of beautiful white hair
and flowing beard cannot be reflected
upon paper. In religion Mr. Walers
waa a Spiritualist, and for half a oen-
tory was jdentified with that’movement,
remalalng prepident of the socliety un-
til the day of hls death—or liberation,
as he would with perhaps greater In-
gight conslder it. Indeed, he long left
a consolatory certainty of his famillar.
Ity with another sphere and former
frlends who tenanted it. He believed,
with Keble, that :

*“Two worlds are ourg; 'tis only sin

Porbids us to descry
- The mystic heaven and earth within,

Plain as the earth and sky.”

Elisha Waters loved life and enjoyed
it, ever riging superior to the multitu.
dinous trials and afictions which came
to him during the nearly. ninety years
of his terrestrial journey; but he had no
more fear of death than of gllding
across the Hudson {n one of his light
paper boats, His spiritual serenity, his
faith in God, and hls confidence that the
future stale was one of greater bappl-
ness and ampler beautyand opportunity
for all true souls’ was never shaken.
.His philosophy was embodied in the
verse: ’ . . ) .
“There is beyond the silent night .~

An endiess day; - . oo
Death s a door that leads to light—" -

"~ .Loveleads the way. . - -
Longing.to know and do the right,. -
I sought the truth, I found the light.” -

‘Mrs. M. B. Grunwald  writes from
Loulgville; Ky.: “Why .don’t - Bpiritual.’
istg organize? -There are-ten thousand
Spiritualists in -Louisville, - and no
church or temple, all the different socle-
tes meeting in club-rooms. By all
ieans organjze and etand’firm.  Hav.
ing belonged 10 the Christian church
for 80 many years, it is natural to de:
sire a temple to worship in. I ¢all it
worghip for our souls commune with
souls, and these messengers of love are
our own fathers, mothers, sisters and
brothers, and our little babies that we
bave pressed to our hearts. I have
been n Spiritualist two years and a half,
and from the firat my alm has been. to
have a church in Louisville worthy of
the cguse of truth, and when this shall
have heen accomplished Spiritualism
bere will grow.” : ’

- H.'Voorhees writes: “Not a word has
been satd about the funny spirits in the
great discusslon. Thera is a great deal
of waste time on the banda of the
rabble class of spirits. They dearly love
to play jokes on verdant mediums. I
was brought up very strietly religlous.
I developed as a medium forty years
ago. I never saw rough society, First
I swore at a terrlfic rate. A person
present sald it was a perfect picture of
s Wisconsin lumber camp.
1 was a writer; then a ranting orator. 1
was deslined o be a great man, ete.;
finally after I apparently wag a fit'sub-
ject for a lunatic asylum, I awoke to
the fact that a play-actor was having
lots of Eport at my - expense. Under
bigher influence, I finally, in & long lite,
‘haye been directed how to escape poor
health, financial lose, .etc, Medium-
ship has been of inestimable value to
me.” A

B. F. Schmid writes from ladianapo-
1ig, Ind.: “The Flrst Spiritualist Church
of Indlanapolis has not met with the
usual suecess during the fall and winter
of 1903-4. Why It should be g0, no one
geems able to tell, The indifference.of
Spiritualists in thelr support of the
work, and the constant demand for sen-
.sattonal mediumship are leading causes
‘contributing to the disorgenization of
the movement. October and November
found us with Miss Elizabeth Harlow as
spealer, she being one of the favored,
whoge discourses are thoroughly en-
joyed by the thinking minds. January
finde us with Mrs. Nellle 8. Noyes, of
Boaton, & new worker In the west. She
has labered under many dificuities, ow-
ing to the effects of a severe grippe b
tncl, yet she has done her. work well
and satisfactory, Bhe follows her tall
of about 30 minutes with astrologicat
character ‘skdtches, that prove intoerest-

Socletics seeking talent will make no
mistake In engaging: her.” Our Ladfes’
AfQ71s" the hope and oncoursgement, of’

.FAND ADDRESS WHEN SENDING NG-,

.:| 1dent;-has déngdged Mrs,

“ton, T'exas, for dates ang terms.
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TICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR
PUBLICATION, ‘OTHERWISE THEY
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$300, which speaﬁg voluwes, The noble
fmpulses prompiing the ladiea in this
direction arp commendable,” and may
the angel world, guard, guide and bless
them for thelr unselfish devotion to the
cause that;gmust fail, were it not for
them.” o - 50

Loufse (B, Zimmerman, secretary,
writes fronr Elmira, N. Y.: “The Spirit-
ualist Cbureh and people of our eity
have been; greaily favored by the pres.
ence of the veterau worker, Bro, Fred
L. H. Willig, of Glenora, N. Y., formerly
of 'Bpston,uEMaaﬁ., und the younger
brother, Cleon B. Nichols, of Audover,
Olhio, in our midst. Brother Willla ig
wldely known as an able expoaent ot
the truths of Spiritunlism, ¢nd has the
lovo and veneration of all hearts for the
years devoied to {18 canse, and although
Brother Nichols has not seen the years
of service' ag-has Brother Willis, he 13
rapidly winning his way into the hearts
of the peoplée. ‘The advent of Brother
Nichols In our city gave many hungry,
gecking hearts the positiye proof and
knowledge that ‘the dead’ can return,
upder proper conditions, and demon-
strate themselves In the form, through
the ever-potent law of materialization,
During Brother Nichols' short visit,
three very successful #&eances wers
held, the forme being plainly visible to
all present; end he made many warm
friends who wish him every Bsuccess
and god speed in the work of conviction
and demounstration, that the doorway is
ever vpen between the itwo worlds, hop-
ing for a return visit in the Juture.
Mrs. Clara L. Stewart has closed her
engagement with us, taking with her
the love and Lest wishes of alt for tu-
ture successes and a returb. “As ships
that speak pnd pags in the night, so are
we upon the river of life; may the
speaking prove: stepping.stones in our
progresslon, Oscar A. Bdgerly, of
Lima, 0., heging a two months’ engage-
ment; Sunday, Feb, 7, and we are look-
fng forward to another treat.”

Vine H. Hickox writes from Nlagara
Fallg, N, Y.: “The first Spiritual Asso-
clation of Niagara Falls is progressing
under the leadership of Mrs. A, G.
Atcheson, of Buffalo. A stale Bpiritual
masa-meeting wes held on Thuraday,
Jan. 28, three meetings, mornlng, after-
noon and evening, in the Maeeabee
Ha)l. Mr. H. W. Rlchardson, state pres-
ident; Mra, T, U. Reynolds, vice- presi-
dent, and that bright shing star of Spir-
ftualism, Mi. Lyman C. Howe, the vet.
eran speaker and poet, entertained
large and appreciatlve auydiences. Mrs.
Atcheson, speaker and medium, was
likewlse on hand. This noble lady hes
hiad a hard struggle in her ministrations
here to bulld up this society. The out-
look appears to be at present very
promising. 'The people seem to Le tok-
ing a great Interedt in the grand truths
of Spiritualis;m, The Progressive
Thinker comeg regularly every week to
my address. I wish every Spirltualist
in the land 'wounld'yead it; they mise a
great treat this winler by not subscrib-
{ing for tho'paper. There are not many
Spiritealists’ at Nlagara Falls, There
are many who attéhd the spiritual meet-
ings who ard not #piritualists, but have
a natural carlosity to recelve messagen
through th&'mediumship of Mre. Atch-
eson. But it sets! the people to think-
tng and they talk’among themselvea of
this phase bf wediumship.”

Correspondent rites: “The Texas
State Nationa) Assoclation of Spiritual-
ists, with beadquatters at the Spiritual-
ist temple *df Galveston, Texes, Mr.
John W. Ring, locd) speg)er, being pres.
3hg: lea. Wilson
Kayner for severdl montha’ work in the
atate, and ghe {8 now ministering to the
socleties in QGalveston and Houston,

whers -her work ls most satisfasctory..

Localities wishing to arrange for her
services should write LeRoy Hotchings,
secretary,, Spiritualist Temple, Galves-
Dr. J.
M. Temple, of St. Augustine, Florlda, 18
also located In Galveston, and his work
is thoroughly satisfactory. 1n addition
to bis private work he helps In the ser-
vices at the Temple, and holds one or
more spirit message meetings there

during the week, There is aiways a fu))

house when Dr, Temple gives messages.
lately pre-
gented the comedy-drama, ‘Hick'ry
Farm,” which 80 pleased the publie, who
liberalty patronized the young people’s

pesat it on Feb. 22, in honor of Washing-
ton's birthday. The usual annual anni-
versery bazaar will be held the last of
March, and the Lddies’ Auxitiary solic-
ita the donation of such articles-as the
friends are willing to send. The pro.
ceeds will be used for the Temple tTund,
Address all packages to Mrs. H.. Heyne,
Spiritualist Temple, Galveston, Texas.”

C. W. Stewart writes from St. Louls,
Mo.: “Our work here 13 still going on
splendidly. Although the weather was
execrable last Sunday, ‘our ‘hall - was
crowded -to celebrate the birth of
Thomae Paine, and to witness Mrs. Fol-
som's. great peychic work. Her inde-
pendent spirit writing is simply wonder-
ful, taking piace.-as it does betore the
eyes of the audlence, In electric light.”

- Jultus Wagner writes: “I have hypro-
tized skeptics time and time again,
but I had to exerciae all my will power
in order to accomplish ft. } caused
them to do some of the most ridicutous
-things that & human belng-can conceive
-of. 8plrits do Bkewise, and stlll more
80, in fact. Bvll apirits exist the same
a8 §00d ones. Nature has not changed
themp to such an extent that they have
thrown off all their evll tendencies, It
takes time there to progress and reform
the same as on carth. There is a chance
for each evil spirit to grow out of dark
conditions.”

Dr. R. Greer of Chicago celebrated,
on February 3, hig 80th birthday, recelv-
ing many useful presents from hig chil-
dren and grandchiidren, who with mer-
ry mirth and sweeteat music made the
occasion a dg&ghttq]l}r happy oune, and
gerving wel{*‘ brighten the declining
years of thelf greatly beloved ancestor.

Frank T. Bipley .closed a very suc-
cessful enggRement’ at Peoria, 1., and
goes to Findlay, Olilo, for the Bundays
of March. Ifge be engaged for
March, April and May. Addreas all
lettors to Fhydlay, DOhio, General Deliv-
ery. ; ent agdress, Tipton, Ind.,
P. 0. Box 32¢,

For five manths JDanicl W. HuH has
heen tied upio hig wife’z bedside, and
heing away fgom_ home has been at
great expengg. She has so far con-
valesced that he haa been able to go
with her to Qallror%a where hig daugh-
ter lives'and youldjilke to make lecture
angagements,, anywhere within that
state, Address bim: at 1410 Kellam av-
enue, Los Angeles, Cal.

Carrle L. Hatch, secretary, wrltea
from Boston, Mass.:t “The Mabsachu.
gattes State Assoclation will celebrate
the 56th anniversary of Modern Rplrit-
ualism in Berkeloy Hall,” 4 Borkeley
gireet, Thuraday; March 31, 1304, The
best of talent will be presented upon
this occasion, awd:all.are Invited free..

‘Jown: “A montlh ngo 1 enme here. and
found a soclety stenggling for:existence
and -almost ‘ready to_disband. “Recof-

‘caupo of Bpiritunlism, I wish also {o

has bedn lecturing to-crowded -housey

.

say-that Brother Frank T\ Ripley,” who'

our chureh,” Were it not for Its nntir:
g offorts the work ‘must of necessity
fail. The fair netted tho- ladiea over

nizing at o glance that thore wap mato:

. rial here fot'a-thriving soclety, 1. dater
mised to give the) friends here &ll tho .

efforts, that it has been decided to re-

Alice €. ‘Barry writes from Clinton,’

ald in oy power ond peck (0 Ik

thom now life gud coursge. My efforty
bave ‘never héen 80 ably sectided o8
during my - four . weeks" stay smong
theue people.  There are in this soctely
several noble-heerted aien and women,
who stand true &nd stauunch to. the
cause they love, even 1n the face of op-
position and dlscouraging conditions,
The proof-of this has been thele willing-
ness o go down into their pockets for
necded funds to assist in carrying on
tho reetings, for unfortunately nothing
can be accomplished wilhout; fuuds.
They have also glven me the best con-
ditlone possinle for work on the plat-
form, both for speeking aund psychic
readings. During the month the meet-
ings bhave grestly Increased in attend-
snce. The officers of this soclety are
Mr. Plogle, a lawyer of Clinten, presk
dent; Mr. Kolar, vice-president; Mra. J.
Leavitt, secretary. 1 shall be with this
soclety for a time and ask my frlends to
address me here.”

T. W. Sherk will lecture for Church
of Bpirit Communion, Kenwood Hall,
4308 Cottage Grove avenue. Subject,
“Angels.” )

Mrs. A, A, Averill writes from Lyun,
Mass.; “Qur meotings gince last report,
have been very interegting, and we
hope productive of good, Mrs. Ide .
A, Whitloek, of Providence, was with us
two Suadays In January; Mr, J, J,
Morse and Rev. W. T. Hutchina one
Sunday each, and all did good work,
each in their own way. Our audiences
bave been large, considering the very
ynpleagant weather weo have had. Al)
the different branches of work conduct-
ed by the soclety are in & prosperous
condition. The Ladtes’ Social Union
holds & meeting every Wednesday, with
a circle in the aftermoon; supper and
test seance in the evening. 1t is to
hold a rummage pale on Feb. 12 and 14,
which, judgiog by the way the old
clothes are coming in, will be s big sue-
cess,. The afternoon whist party meets
overy Thuraday afternoon, and is well
patronized. The clusses of instruction
in singing and elocution for the chil-
dren meet sovery Tuesday evening.
They are ai present preparing for a
grand mistre! show in Cadet Hall, on
Feb. 19 and 20. All this keeps President
Caird and his assislanis 8¢ bhusy looking
out for the dliferent linea of work that
we have not time to consider, whether
locsl gocleties are declining or not
During February we shall have Dr, G.
A. Fuller, Mr. J. H. Foss, ihs able editor
of ‘The Gentleman From Everywhere,’
tollowed in March by Mr. and Mre, Geo.
W. Kates.”

Mre. Alice Daker writes from Dalles
Texas: “l have commenced my tbird
month’s zervice with the Truth Beek-
ers’ Spiritual Soclety of this city. This
soclety, though amall, |8 composed of
noble, earnesti souls. Perfect harmony
geeme to prevall, and there I8 a bright
proapect for future work. Many iniel-
lactual people from the outside are be-
ing drawn to our meetings.. The fourth
Sundey in January 1 went to Oklahoma
City, O. T., to deliver a course of lec
tures, giving ppirit messages after each
lecture. My son Miltop, a boy 1§ years
of age took my place upon the rostrum
here, which he did most acceptably,
with Mr. C. Muchen, a loeal medium,
following with messages. While serv-
ing the good peoplé in Oklahoma a so-
clety of about 40 members was organ-
ized. There are many intellectual and
talented Spiritualists jn Oklahoma, and
the outlook there for a large and suc-
cegsful society is very bright. [ wil
gladly answer calls for mid-week meet-
ings and officlate at funerals. Address
me at 213 Bryan street, Dallas, Tex.”

Dr. H. E. Ballard; president, writes:
“Thd First Universal Occult Church
holds regular services at ite new hall,
northwest corner 86th street and Indi-
ana avenue. Afternoon services at
3:30; evening at 8. The pastors of this
chureh wilt congist of the best philo-
sophical spealkers, with Mrs. Grace Ait-
ken a8 peychic. A demonstration of the
phenomena (rom reliable .medlums;
choir and solo ginging; r program serve
ice embodylpg epeaking, vocal and in.
strumenta} music, phenomena, éte., ev-
ery second Sunday of each month under
the direction of Mrs. C. B, Bliss, the ma-
teriatizing medlum. The ladies’ Aux-
liary gives its tenth sociai Saturday
evening, Feb. 13, at the residence of
Mr. and Mrs. Altleen, 253 East 31st
street. The controls of Mrs. Bliss will
phenomenize, {[ conditions are favar:
able. Other tests, music, speaking, and
ptenty of material angel food and coflee
will comprise the evening’s pleasure.”

C. T. Schoeider writes: *“Bpiritualist
societies wishing for engagement with
me during March, April and May, and
camps, will please write to me as |
leave Willamsport acon for other cities.
I will organize soclelies where Spirit-
walism 18 not known, and will serve 50
cleties already organized. 1.leave my
home, Feb. 20, 19¢4. My powers speak
for themsaelves. I am an {nspirational
speaker, entranced. Address me at
go.“.m Wlllam street, Williamsport,

a." . .- o

Hon. R. Gilray writes: “The Univer-
gal Oceult Soclety holds 1ts meetings at
77 East 31st street, every Sunday alter-
noon -and evening, the Hon. Robert GlI-
ray, pastor. The remowned medium,
Gharles J. Peterson, psychle. Confer-
ence at 3 p. m. Regular services at 8§
p. m. Sunday, Feb. 14, Dr. George B.
Warne, president of the lllinoils State
Spirttualist Association, will lecture. A
good muslcal program will be rendered.
Other mediums are cordially invited to
give demonstrations of the Great
Truth. We heve just received our char.
ter from Springfield and will make ar?
rangements In the near fuiure to afitli-
ate with the 1llinols State Assoclation

| and the N. 8. A, We are now on a sound

ground and wish to rise to the higher
plane. Any suggestions wil be thank-
fully received. The Doctor-has submit-

' ted a legal question to me tor solution,

through your paper as to the valldity of
marriage solemnized by ordalned min-
fsters of the Nlinols Staté Spirituallsts
Association.” : -

‘Miss Nellie Turner wrttes:. “The so-
ciety in Niagara Falla ig still ‘altve and
progrensing nicely, thanls to the untir
Ing zeal of our pastor, Mre. A. G. Atch-
eson, who is aleo the president of this.
goclety. The state mecting held here
on Japuary 28 was @& succeas in every
way, President H. W. Richardson;
vice-president, Mrs. Tillie U. Reynolds,
and Mr. Lyman C. Howe were the
sgpeakers of the day, and everyone who
has heard these able speakers inow
what a treat we enjoyed. Spiritualists
from suirounding towns came to enjoy
the day with us. Miss Holder, of But-
talo, planist, and Mr. Jones of Akron,
N. Y., vocalist, delighted the audiehce
between the lectures. Recitations were
glven by two little girls. The society ie
much -encouraged with the results of
the meeting, and are grateful to alt
who took part,” ’

F. Anlauf writes from Oklahoma City,
0. T.: “The Firat Spiritualist Soclety of
Oklahoma City has heen organizéd with
g membership of 36. Mr. C. C. Hen.
derson, president; Frank Anlauf, acore-
tary, and G W. Anderson, treasurer,
The -goclety bus rented a hall and will
hold reoguiar meetings. - Bverythiog
poinig to 8 ‘successful soclety, We
have several mombers who are devel.
oped mediums, and much interest was
.menifestod at our frst meeting that
was held on Bunday, Jan. 24, Mrs.
Baker; of: Dallas; Texas, gave a very in:
teroiting lecturé nnd tests in tho atier
nfmn' ond ovoning... The good ' thoughta
of all.brothers and sistors .ure asked by .

" us, to hely us ln ouy work whioh wo.

' . . weo P

o | hope’ ?.lii belp to advance -the noble
cause.”” o ;

" Mrs. Dollinger writes from Joplin,
Ma.:- “Mre, Wenton has been bolding
mostinga in ibe I. O, O. F, hall, corner
Seventh and. Maln streets, every Bup-
dey night since July. It is known as
the First Spiritualist Churek. Bhe 18
ably assisted by Mrs. Paul, Mrs, Wes-
ton as a lecturer, §8 good; her psyecho-
metric tests a8 well as Mra. Paul's are
highly appreciated by lerge snd atten-
tive crowds, We expect tp have a
chartered soclety in the near future. '1
would also say that the Inter-Stele Pay-
chic Club holds thelr meetings the firat
and third Tuesdays of each mwonth, The
Hterary work Is bocoming very intereat.
Ing. We have a good membership and
have four mediums, who give us light
and knowledge from realms unknown,”

Mz, and Mrs. 2. W. White write from
Lima, Ohlo: “Mrs. White snd myselt
have just closed a very successful five
weeke work here. We held during the
time twenty-one public services, lecture
and test seamnces, {0 large and apprecl-
ative audiences, and have been greally
blessed {n our labors. Many who kanew
nothing of the beautiful truth of spirit
return and progressive life have been
siarted on the way with proof positive
as amimpetus. We expect to return
here in the near fauture for more work.
We have met warm hearis and willing
hands among the Spiritualist friends
here. We go from here to Toledo;
thence to Detroit for a short time. Bo-
clalies in Michigan, Indiana or Ohio, de-
siring our services, may address us at
our home address, 202 Harrison avenus,
Detroit, Mich. We are elso open for
cemp engagements except for the
month of August, durlng which month
our time ip fully engaged."”

F. H. Rice writes from Boston, Mass.:
“The weelly meeting of the Ladles’
Spiritualistic Industrisl Boclety waa
held to-night at their rooms, 514 Tre-
mont street, and was patronized by a
goodly number. Among those who con-
tributed to tho evening’s entertalnment
were Mrs, Dr, Caird, of Lyna, Mass,
wilh teats, which were very satlstac-
tory; Mr. Fred de Bus, whose remarks
are always entertaining; Miss Orrissa
Smith, with o recitation which was
heartlly received. Mrs. Barnes, of Wor-
cester, favored us with vocal and instru-
mental music, and Mr. Archibuld made
a few pleasing remarks. Owing (o &
misunderstanding notice was given last
week that Mrs. Katle Hem would be
with us [eb 4; it should have read
Feb. 11. It can positjvely be said that
she will be with ug on that date, and
we hope there will be a large audience
present to recelve and listen to ber.
All are cordially invited.,”

F. N. Burk writes from Denver, Colo.:
“The people of Denver are congralulat-
Ing themselves on the extended vislt of
Georgla Gladys Cooley, who has been’
prevented from filling her engagement
In Chicago by the closing of the halls in
that city. Chicago's loss has been Den-
iver's gain-—so thinlt those, snd there
are a great many of them, who have
been favored by her grand teachings ot
our beautiful philosephy. Beveral of
differcat denominatlons, have, for the
first Ume investigated Spiritualism, and
become convinced of ithe continuity of
life and spirit return, ‘They all express
themselves as belng highly pleased with
Mis. Cooley’'s medinmship. It is &
pleasure to 8ee honest work appre-
ciated. 'As long as we have that Kind
the tuturs of Spirituslism is safe.”

John Muilen writes: “The fourth an-
nual mask ball given under the auspices
of the Metropolitan and Chicago Spirlt-
ual Alllance Socleties, I8 a thing of the
past, but the memory of it will llnger
with those who attended. It ‘was a
howling suceess; everybody enjoyed it;
there wasn't one thing to mar the pleas-
ure of the occasion. The dance hall
was filled 10 overflowing. It wes found
necessary to secure another hall in the
same building 10 accommodate the peo-
ple that came to hear the varlous medl-
ums; even then we had not room to ac-
commodaie all who ecame. The . cos-
tumes werd-superb, Too much cannot
be sald in pralse of Mr. Elmo, who was
the general overscer of the evening;
his was no easy task, but he performed
it with greet eredit not only Lo himself
but to ajl the guests. The Hon. Robert
Gliray, a prominent lawyer of our city,
and pastor of the Universal Occult So-
ciety, look charge of the mediuns’
meeting. Those asslsting were: I’rin-
cess Viroqua, Dr, Burgess, Mra. Powder-
ly, Mrs. Kerschner, Mra. Cutter, Prof.
Ray, Mrs. De Long, Mrs. Clifford and
daughter, Miss Bessle Reaver, of Co-
lumbus, Obio, Mre. Nellise Kusserow, J.
H. Smith, and many others. The large
audience listened with rapt attention to
all the medlums, whose individual work
was received with well-meriied applause.
It was midnlght before the chairman
could persuade the peoplo to dishand
and joln in the dance. The thanks of
two societies is tendered to all. who
helped. to make this fourth annual meet.
ing the success it was, especially The
Progressive Thinlter for the notice it
gave us; the prizes the friends donated,
and the medlums for their aid. . We
trust that when another year comes.
around ave will ae Spiritualists, not only.
be united In the social part of the work,

bumanlty.” = .

~ $ THOUSAND $ THOUSAND’

Skeptical
T 7Y gtand.

.Goog! - They are offering 2 thousand
dollars for the production of "ONE-MA-
TERIALIZED .SPIRIT,”  This offer 1o
“any person” who  will: proditee :just
“one materialized spirit,” (s made by
Los-Angeles Spirituplists, men and wo-
men of integrity, “determined, by earn:
est -geeking, to know the truth.” Al
honor to them, They are now convinced
that materlalizations of the “so-called
dead” are ““all frandulent.,” ~Having
the courage of conviction they dare to
say 80 In.s0 many words. In the inter-
est of truth they change a conviction, a
comforting .conviction, tgo. This cor-
rchorates what I.have gald all along,
that there are Spiritualists . who love
the truth for its own sake, and have the
moral bravery to speak it, equal to any
ctass on earth, and when these Callfor-
nia Spiritualists say Spiritualism em-
hodies *“the grandest - principles of
truth that have ever dawned upon the
mind of man,” a materialist, or agnos-
tic, who would deny it shows he has not
ptudied the subject, or is bigoted.
When Spiritualists say, a8 these do,
that “the truth can never be realized
through fraud,” it goes to show that
they put truth above any iem or ¢logy.

As The Progressive Thinker well
says: “This ie a aplendid chance to set-
tle thig great question.”. |

A Chicago lady writes me an excel-

materializing medium right thers. Why
ghould he mot accept the ofter? The fee

fe munificent. )
' W. P, JAMIESON., .
Pantwater, Mich. '

PAGSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.
- {Oblinaries {o the eatent of ten. lines
only will be Inserted-free. All ln oxcoss.
of ton lines will bo cbarged nt the rato
.ot fifteen cents per ilno, About.seven
words:constitute one el - . .

———

but united in the effort:to spiritualize | .- N4]

Spiritualists Taking:a Decided | ..

lent ietter, saying there is & genuine |

fog Iived and worked in the . Spirituat.
islic feld for forty years. She wai &
‘momber of the Rising Sun Miaslon: Ad-
a true filend and loyal worker she wi
bo greatly wmissed by g large clrcle of
frlenda. . ’ .

Bilshe Waters, one of the oldest reals
dents of Troy, N, Y., died st his home’
in North Troy at 5:30 o'clock Jen. 28,
He had been i1l only about & week. At
the begloning of hip sickness pneumoe.
nia threatened, but was conqguered, A
general breaking down of ihe syatemy-
supervened, however, at a time when ik -
wae thought the venerable man might
rally, and he gradunlly fatted, Mr. -
Walers was jin many respects & romark- -
able men. He died jn the fullness of
years, almost & nonagenariar and ak -
mosl to the last in the complete posses-
slon of an active mentality. He w|
prominent as a Splritualist. .

Passed o spirit lite, at the infirmary,
at Dunning, Prof. J. Wilisey, aged 76,
Prof. Willsey had Leen g sufferer for
several months, und often expressed
himself as ready 1o answer tho call
trom up yonder, e leaves a daughter,
son, and meny friendg to mourp the ab-
senee of the volce they loved, but we re-
jolce that another has been relleved of
the pufferings in lhis Hfe. Berviees at
Mount Olive, by the writer.

: M. L. SCHAEFFER.

My hushand, Zachariah Van Hory,
passed to higher life, from his lale rests
dence b66 Flfth avenue, Milwaukee,
Wia,, January 22, 1904, after an lllness
of many months. He had been a 8pir-
itualist for more than (wenty yeays.
Bhortly previous to his transilion he
held aweet converse with many of the
dear ones gone hefore. We mourn his
garllly presence, but the sweel consola-
tlon of true Spirilualism comforis as
nothing else eould.

MARY E. VAN HORN,

Very suddenty, at Canadian Soo, Mrs.
Violet A. Robingon, wife of Themas Rob-
inson, and only beloved daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Oaltesholt, of Deer
Park, aged 26 yeara. Although not &
proeounced Spiritualist, she was well
geguainied wilth the philogophy as given
by her parenis, who have been staunch
Spiritualista for upward of twenty-five
years. The mother has beeh medium-
istic since chlidhood. The duceased
leaves a huaband, little daughter, one
brother and parents, who realize she js
ool far away. COR.

PUBLICATIONS
—0F—

HUDSON TUTTLE

A LIBRARY OF SPIRITUAL
: SCIENCE. o

STUDIES IN THE OUTLYING FIELDS OF
PSYCHIC SCIENCE,

Thls worlt esgnys to utlllye and explain the
voust array of facty in fe fleld of rosearch by
reforring them 10 & comnon cunse, and from
them nrfsu-w the laws ond conditionns of Man's
spiritnal being. 7Third edltjon. Price, 15 csnts.

RELIGION OF M»\lissl AND ETHICS OF $C|-

Noy servile trust to the Gods, hut knowledgoe
of the laws of Lhe world, ballet in the divinity
of munand hlg aternal progress toward perfec.
tica ix the fouadatian ot this book. Prlee, 61,

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES,

In this story the feenes are Jald on earth, and
in the spirit world, preseating the spirituat
pafosophy und the real lifv of splritusl veings.
All questjons which nrisc on thut subjoct are
answered. Price, B0 cents.

THE PHILOSQOPHY OF SRIRIT AND THE
- SPIRIT WORLD.

Pooltoh adtiinn  Prine & .
THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF MAN.

Containing the Jatest investlgationy and dis-
covories. ahd a thorough preseutation of thia
meoresting subject, English cdltion.- Price, §1.
THE SECRETS OF THE CONVENT OF

THE SACRED HEART,

Thin book was written for au object, and hag
besn gronmmu:fl 6qual_in ita oxposure of 0Y,
dlsbolical metbods of Calholiciem o “Uno®/
Tow's Cabin."  Priles. 26 cents. .

HERESY, OR LED TO THE LICHT,

A turiliing psycholmii #LOry nf evangolzde
tion and free (houghi. Itls to Protestantiam
what *“T'he Kuerela of the Conveat” 1y to Cata-
olielsm, Price, 30 ¢cents,

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM ?

How 10 Investigato. How to forn cireles, and
devalop and cultivate mediumship. Names of
eminent Splritualists, Thelr testimony. Klghe.
page tract for miysion worlt, Single copley, 6
cently; 100 for 81.25,

. FROM SOUL TO SOUL. .

By Emma Rood Tuttle. ‘This volume contatng
the best poems of Lthe author, ald gomo of the
most poputar songs with the music hy cmineat
comporery. The E%.cms are admirably adapted
for rechiations. pages, beantitully bound,

Price, 81
© . THE LYCEUM GUIDE,

For the home, the lrteum and socletics. A
manual of physlcnl. intollectital and spiriiual
culture. By Emwna Rood Tuttle, A look b
thooid of whick o i)rngre.‘sﬁl\'a Iycenn, a splrl
ual or )beral roclety rnay he organized and
conducted withont other assistance . Price, b0
tenty; by the dozen, 10 conts, Bxpress charges
unpaid, . . -
ANGELL PRIZE CONTESTRECITATIONS,

For Lumune cducution, Wwith plau of the
Angell Prize Oratorical Contests. By Emma
Rood ‘Tuttle, Frice, % cents, - ., - - .

All books sent postpald, Adidross. .

'HUDSON TUTTLE, Publisher,

ASPHODEL BLOONS

‘EMMA ROOD TUTTLE. . -

“Thia volume containg a selectlon of the beat
poems of this giln.ed suther and storiettes cons
tributed by-Clalr Tuttie in her charining style.
There aro 265 ¢4, with-slx full-page Nlesira.
vons, Including photogravures of the author
aud Clulr Tutile. It is bound in blue with ale
lumnn embossing. Many of the poems nre
- especially adapted for recltations.
¥§§ Author nesds no lntroduetion to tho spir-
itual public. Her songs are among the best in
gplritusl ISterature. Epes Sargent sald of one
of ey pocins that 1t was tho equal of n.nyl.hiui
inthe ;l:mﬂlmge. and that shoe was the poet o
the New Dispensation. M
The Mecea says; “Psyehic Poema.” - :
That erndite critle, Win, Fmnette Coleman:
"To ali lovera of good poetry this book Is contl-
dently recormnmonded. . 1
t\':! 1-Carlton: “f have read with great inter.

Sarak Thorpe Thomas, tho Humanitarian

says: “A most exqnlsile bowquer ¢ ¢ » @ the

thouglity echo and re-echo through tho deopest

recesges af my heart. I have somo wounl of
raisa for overy paf;e."

The author says in the dedleation; “To thoae
whose thoughts and longings reach inlo Lhe
ungeen Landof Sonls, this handful of aspho-
dola, mixed with common fowers, 1a offerad
hoping to glve rest and ploasurs while waiting
Mghe \mf stations on the journyy thither ™

Price, $1.00. For snle by

HUDSON TUTYTLE,

Borlin Heights, Ohtan )

FOREION AGENTS:

B. A;Copley, Canningtown, London, Eng,

W. H. Torry. Melbourne, Austraila.

A Volume of 60 large Enm' treating very
ntorostingly it Lite. Doeath and [araorialicy,
Clairvoyance. Spirit Phonomena. FEtc, as vie
by an acknowleqrgocl and cultivated exponons of
Tieosophr. Price, #1.50. .

| .

An Interesting; Story of fwb -

- Worlds,

: tive Throughout.
* This work by Oarrie B. i Twhig ta -
sxceptionally Inlercating. 8he welk
says: “I'hese characters which. havae-

difersnt veliglous ofs, have moved

Mrs. Nelllo L. Plerco passod to spirit
Jife, January 81, -8he was’one of theo
‘best known. medlums In Chitago,

.7

hav- -

me, not I thetn.,” Tho wholo ook 1 ki .
teresting, fascinating: and \nstrootiva,
_Pr[n_e-:_l_.on. e :

4

E_iemt_ing.' Fascinating, Instrac.

brought out the highest and.lowest Im.

g
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