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Read and Reflect I
COMPREHENSIVE REFLECTIONS.

Facts for Thoughtful Consideration- 
Faults for Correction—Illinois Ver

sus Massachusetts. •

Talk after work is valuable, but talk 
without work is valueless. Wheel- 
horses quickly show where the collar 
chafes and the breeching galls. Active, 
workers know the need for right solu
tions of the problems submitted by The 
Progressive Thinker.

. .1, Unfair laws impede theN.S.A.’s 
efficiency by .creating dissensions 
among ite^frlends. All cause for fric
tion between its local and state auxilia
ries should be quickly removed. If this 
is not done our National body will 
either fall to pieces, or else continue ex- 

: isteuce only as a sectional organize- 
) tion.

At its last convention in Washington 
fifty-one ot the elghty-flve duly accred
ited delegates were from east; of Ohio, 
Its present statutes are responsible for 
some of the existing injustice. At the 
meeting just specified eight states and 
tlie District of Columbia, having no 
state associations, cast thirty-four 
votes os follows: New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, West Virginia,' District of 
Columbia, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, In
diana, Missouri; the last named holding 
a state charter but having no living 
state association. Rhode Island, Mich
igan, Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska and Texas, ev
eryone with a state -association, were 
only allowed nine votes, and while they 
were casting that number six others; 
Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New York, Ohio and California regis
tered thirty-eight, six of which were on 
N. S. A. charters to their state bodies, 
while thirty-two were on charters held 
by their local societies from the same 
source. The N. S. A. allows one voto 
for every charter it grants. Thus a 
state whose local societies hold aloof 
from its own association and chattel 
from Washington lias an. unfair voting 
strength on all occasions. Either 
there should be nothing but local auxil
iaries to the N. S. A. in every organized 
state, or not one of them In any. Only 
delegates from state associations 
should have seats in the national con
vention. Every local society chartered 
by the N. S. A. should be transferred to 
the auxiliary state association as soon 
as tho latter assumes jurisdiction of its 
territory, and lose its independent vot
ing privilege at Washington. When- 

. ever the N. S. A. shall have chartered 
three or more local societies at separate 
pointe In unorganized territory,let them 
be merged into a state body.

I know of no unanswerable objection 
to an amendment limiting all voting 
rights in N. S. A. conventions to dele
gates based upon the membership of 
auxiliary bodies for which the per cap
ita tax Is paid. Injustice and inhar
mony grow out of allowing a vote to ev
ery charter, in addition to that resting 
on membership.

I believe if compelled to choose be
tween the N. S. A. or state associations, 
that the West will stand for the latter. 
The survival of the N. S. A. may depend 
upon the attitude of the local societies 
holding its charters in the several 
states and the majority of them are in 
tho East. We must be inspired by a 
spirit of mutual concession it we would 
save both and strengthen all.

The N. S. A. may not have risen to its 
proper sphere of influence because of 
omissions in its laws. Men and women 
of all walks in life, Including Spiritual
ists themselves, are eager to know 
where they can find nothing but genu
ine demonstrations of spirit power. We 
have no recognized sponsor for the in
tegrity of the mortal instruments 

■ through which our manifestations come. 
Our mediums when wrongfully accused 
have no authorized body before which 
they can establish their possession of 
genuine powers. Let the N. S. A. pro
vide a certificate of recognition to be is
sued to mediums who are members of 
its auxiliaries, have requisite mental 
and molar qualifications and demon
strate ability to do genuine work in any 
phase.

Let such certificates run a definite pe
riod but terminate sooner if the holder 
loses membership, or is found guilty of 
fraudulent work.

Genuine mediums would find profit
able prestige in a visible token of en
dorsement by our National body. We 
would escape liability for all not thus 
acknowledged. We owe fair dealing to 
the medium, but none the less to the 
public and to the spirit world. Com
mercial jackals who fatten upon tbe 
weakness of the unfortunate and the ag
onies of human heart-breaks have 
made our name a by-word and our 
cause a reproach.

Tireless vigilance is the price of 
maintaining standards of honesty.

Trance, clairvoyance, clairaudlence, 
inspiration, healing, rappings, tippings, 
automatic writing, psychometry, imper
sonation, and infrequent ethereallzatlon 
are well established, but can all be sim
ulated. Materialization of flesh aud 
blood, if not doubtful, occurs only rare
ly and can not be produced at the will 
of mortals.

That, phase, together with spirit pic
tures on photograph and canvas, slate- 
writing, answering of sealed questions, 
reading of ballots, production of flow- 

* efs and trumpet work, is so interbtond- 
ed with deception as to becloud the 
truth of spirit return.

’ We need to quit ourselves like an 
earnest, honest people' by- winnowing 
the t uth from the chaff; as our contri
bution towards humanity’s advance
ment. Will the N. S. A. lead ub? Shall 
Spiritualism stand for something higher 
than merely bread and butter for a few?

2. The value of state associations 
has been recognized by the N. S. A. 
from Its Inception through' its laws and 
executive acts. Certain of its present 
officers oppose them solely because 
they do ro/pay as great a total of per 
capita tax At Washington as do the local' 
societies chartered therefrom. I might 
agree that a person can not reach 
heaven except by way of Chicago, but 
do not understand why money spent by 
a state association for meetings and

A Vast Spiritual Awakening Is Exhibited in This Mammoth Symposium Edition of The Progressive Thinker. Read and Recollect!
missionaries in its own territory does 
not.promote Spiritualism as much as if 
the entire sum were sent to Treasurer 
Mayer aud the home work allowed to 
remain undone. State associations can 
not thrive on empty treasuries. An Il
linois society of one hundred members 
chartered by tbe N. S. A. sends the lat
ter annually Hventy-flve dollars and 
three delegates. If subordinate to 
own state association it sends the latter, 
ten delegates and twenty-five dollars of 
which sum two dollars and fifty cents 
go to the N. S. A., and twenty-two dol
lars and fifty cents remain for the state 
work.

All state associations should have a 
common basis for membership. Differ- 
ences upon tills point cause Inequalities 
in the burden bf supporting tlie N. S. A. 
financially, as well as In the voting 
strength at its annual conventions. 
The Washington board should pass 
upon the laws of every organization ap
plying to it for a charter. In so tar as 
they affect representation In the su
preme body. We have a tangled med
ley right here to be straightened out.

Ten local members, or fraction of six, 
elect a delegate to the state associa
tion of Illinois. Fifty, or fraction of 
twenty-six, are required in Wisconsin, 
but she allows a vote to individual’ 
members and one for every subordinate 
charter issued. Minnesota follows sub
stantially the Badger state plan. Mas- 
sachusett’s state association is wholly 
composed of Individuals who pay It one 
dollar each, and her local societies are 
chartered from Washington. She has 
forty-five votes at the N. S. A., provided 
there are two hundred members of her 
state body and twenty local societies 
each having fifty members. Twelve 
hundred members of local societies In 
Illinois send one hundred and twenty 
delegates to their state convention tor 
which they are allowed just three votes 
at the N. S. A., or forty-two less than 
tlie same membership on the Massachu
setts plan.

Twelve hundred Bay State'.Splrltual- 
ists have the same voting strength in 
our National body that twenty-two thou
sand in Illinois would have; a ratio ot 
one to eighteen and one-third In favor 
of the East. Let us abandon the go-as 
you please plan for our state associa
tions. Uniformity must be had upon 
all essential points.'

3. 1 favor both individual and dele
gate members of state associations. 
Many of the first class will join that 
body, who hold aloof from,.or are un
able to affiliate with, local societies. 
The majority of the latter die so young 
as to cause wonder what they were be
gun for. They are an uncertain quan
tity upon which to wholly found state 
bodies.

Each Individual member of the Min
nesota State Association has one vote 
while the delegate from a local society 
casts one vote for the charter and os 
many more as'hls society has members. 
Why not allow one vote for each indi
vidual member and one for every four 
members on which a local society pays 
twenty-five cents a piece?

4. Hold every state association re
sponsible for carrying on the work in 
its own borders. The N. S, A. should 
he free to devote its energies to the un
organized states and territories. Light
en Its responsibilities and lessen the ne
cessity of its clamor for funds that 
should oft times go to the local work.

5. At last accounts the N. S. A. had 
auxiliaries In twenty-five states and 
District of Columbia—Pennsylvania 
has had Brothers Locke and Stevens on 
Its board for-successive terms and a 
third member, Brother Kates, is now 
domiciled In her borders. The two 
royal brethren first named are under
stood to have discouraged a keystone 
state association and are therefore an
tagonistic to a settled policy of the N. 
S. A. Certainly they have not stood for 
fair dealing with the state associations 
of the West that I can now recall. The 
one is constant to a local work In Phll- 
a delphia and the other In Pittsburg."

6. Yes; print them early enough for 
digestion before delegates start for the 
annual convention. Eliminate such 
transient hardships as a frosted nose, 
or feathers crosswise in some spare 
bed, and all transparent blds for official 
position. "

7. No sir! that demand rests upon 
the idea that the disgrace lies in the 
telling and not-in the toleration of such 
conditions. It has been said there was 
never a good cause that suffered by pub
licity, nor a bad one that did not thrive 
by privacy. The currents of all human 
experience are not yet reversed in 
trend. Honesty is still the best policy 
and the only one that will Insure endur
ing success. Tricksters who are para
lyzing the progress of Spiritualism by 
consuming its very vitals are the’ones 
solely benefited by silence about their 
nefaripus practices. While shouting 
against trusts in the industrial world, 
they are bitterly opposed to turning the 
light of publicity upon their own secret 
methods. They would like by under
hand means to silence lndivlduals;:and 
muzzle, or wreck, our newspapers they 
cannot dominate. ,

Months ago a prominent wonder- 
monger said he was "doing all ho could 
against The Progressive Thinker and 
would kill it.” More recently another 
of them, several hundred miles from 
Chicago, said of The Progressive Think
er: “I am going to see that' paper 
crushed." The last time I met the late 
Willis Edwards he, too, was denouncing 
The Progressive Thinker. At tlie first 
meeting I ever attended on,the Clinton, 
Iowa, camp-grounds, some years ago, a 
former Chicago medium whom I knew 
well, was.leading a movement to secure 
the adoption of a resolution calling 
upon Spiritualist papers not to publish 
any more exposes, for the sake of the 
'cause, which meant'fof.the benefit of 
the gangsters.. Every bird of the same 
feather, there present stood with him'. 
An evening or two later he said to me 
ot some trickery I had just.witnessed.in 
the name of spirit intelligences: "The 
people demand it and have to have it.”

That lofty utterance la_tho conscience 
cordial of AH'who have reduced our sci
ence and religion to the level of vaude
ville entertainment. >

Whenever you find a professed Spirit-

Bn ©pen Court
~ __________________ ..-,___

jfor tbe Expression of Views on (Questions of IDital Import® 
ance to SU Uoi’al Spiritualists.

Dear Sir and Brother:—
Tbe aim in life is to approximate per

fection as nearly ns possible. Hence 
new methods are adopted, different reg
ulations brought Into requisition, civil 
war follows civil war, old laws nre rad
ically changed, and one person Is 
chosen to succeed another in office with 
the ardent hope that some great Im- 
provement may be brought about. Im- 
perfecllon in all conditions of life; per
fection nowhere! Hence the constant 
desire for change on the part of the 
people.

Tbe Nitlionnj Spiritualist Association 
Is no exception to the general rule—it 
has not arrived nt that stage of effi
ciency where it satisfies the people, 
hence thc necessity for tinkering nt It, 
dace a year nt lenst, in the hopes thnt 
some decided improvement cun be 
seen nnd felt.

The great obstacle In tlie wny of (be 
National Association being a decided 
success, or accomplishing what Is de
sired Jn behalf of our glorious muse, is 
manifested In tbe many influential dif
ferentiations which confront one on nil 
sides. The Christian Spiritualist, the 
Christ-Loving Spiritualist, tlie Bible 
Spiritualist, the Atheistic Spiritualist, 
the God-Worshiping Spiritualist, the 
Spiritualist with a Creed, the Spiritual
ist with no Creed, the Independent Spir
itualist, the Reincarnation Spiritualist, 
the-Spiritualist who thinks Relncnnin- 
ton Is of 1’ngnn origin, nnd a humbug, 
the Spiritualist who believes there are 
animals in spirit life, tlie Spiritunllst 
w|io believes tbnt nil animals nre mor
tal, tbe Spiritualist who believes In de
moniac possession, nnd the Spiritualist 
who does not, the Spiritualist who be
lieves lie Is controlled by God, and tlie 
Spiritualist who has become convinced 
of tlie truth-of the phenomena, and 
then goes nbout bis business, the Splr-
Itunlfst who believes that fraud In me-

AN IMPORTANT ASSERTION. ;

Go Very Lightly on the 
Mediums.

Exposure of Inexplicable Problems Should Not Pre
vent Our United Work.

Spiritualist who belleyes tliat fraud in 
mediumship should not'-, be mentioned 
by the Spiritualistic’ press, etc, ete.

In fact, Spiritualism qjresenis an im
mense field of miscellaneous conflicting 
thought—the differentiations beingmore 
than we have space to mention.

Such being tbe case divergent action 
on the part of Spiritualists is mani
fested everywhere; and ((hare seems to 
be only one place «f uniform harmoni
ous accord or agreement,'aud Hint Is in 
relation to the source' of Jlie phenom
ena. There is no uiianltnous converg
ing work on behalf of thfe National As- 
socialion. The various differentia Hons 
are In conflict, bene? harmonious effort 
in one direction is (ilmost impossible.

However true the,above may be*tbe 
National Association Is capable of do
ing nn excellent work In certain direc
tions, mid Ils efficiency will be in
creased just In proportion as Imperfect 
methods are acknowledged, and elimi
nated therefrom. ", 4

It Is unwise for the various differen
tiations In Spiritualism to throw stones 
nt each other; each one should be al
lowed to work In Itq qwn way, con
stantly seeking new light, new uufold- 
nient, the main object Piling the better
ment of Immunity.

With the above prejlininap' remarks, 
wo ask you to confer’' In. a critical 
manner the following, impopant ques
tions Intimately competed with lhe ev
olution of the National Association mid 
Spiritualism generally;. .

L Whnt changes Ju Its organic law 
will make the N. S. 4. morq.'elHeieut?

2. in) Are State ^ssoclatjons essen
tial? lb) If so, Kboi^l they, uot be or
ganized on a unlform,.plitn?,

3: in) Should tliese bp Individual 
meinlters of Stale Associations? (b) If 
so, should they have full .voting-priv
ileges? ' .

ull missionary work In its own territory 
rest upon each State Association?

5. Is any state entitled to more than 
one representative on the Board of 
Trustees of the N. S. A., which bits aux
iliaries in nearly every state of the 
Union?

(I. Would not much time be saved for 
practical work at theynnuul convention 
If the reports of the president, secre
tary, treasurer and missionaries were 
printed In the Spiritualist press prior to 
the October meeting?

7. Should (he publishers of Spiritual- 
1st papers refuse to print any or all ex
posures of trickery done iu the name of 
Spiritualism, when satisfied of their In- 
formants' reliability; or, lu other words, 
should Spiritualism be nn exception to 
the general rule adopted by all honest 
Investigators' after truth - "Expose 
fraud and trickery wherever found?”

Tlje Question Number 7 very deeply 
concerns the Spiritualists scattered 
throughout the United Stales, judging 
from tlie numerous letters we have re
ceived during the past few years, and 
we think It advisable to invite your 
careful consideration of tlie saute. It 
is appended to tbe list of questions 
solely on tlie suggestion of tunny prone 
Incut .Spiritualists whoso exposure of 
trickery on the part of fake mediums 
lins been refused publication by the 
Spiritiuilistie press, nud they feel that 
they have been deeply wronged. They 
take the position that to adulterate 
spirit phenomena is even worse than 
the poisonous adulteration of ten, 
sugar, coffee, milk, etc.

J. R. FRANCIS, 
40 Loomis Street, Chicago, 111.

iiuiumi who ueiKncis min mum in me-,-" seo. gressive Thinker,
dlumshlp should De exposed, and the' 4. Should not .the I'lgepafj^blUjy for. with deep Interest.

FRAUD THE FRUIT OF IGNORANCE. I VIEWS OF A PROMINENT OHIOAN-

Some

To 
Open

Reflections from a Leading Mind I Hon James B. Towns^hti, Proprietor of
in South. Carolina,

the Editor:—Concerning your 
Court questions, the seventh

touches me moat actively.
Pure-food laws have had the good ef

fect of eliminating the Impure. Punish
ment consequent upon adulteration of 
food is synonymous with an expose ot 
the fraud, and puts a veto on the trick
ery.. No honest individual has found 
fault with the method.

As our law can be but a moral one, 
ah expose of Spiritualistic frauds will 
be synonymous with punishment. But 
who Is to guarantee for the honesty of 
the exposer? To some minds all spirit
ual phenomena are fraudulent; to oth
ers everything that passes current for 
phenomena is genuine.

Self-deception needs as much expos
ing as being deceived. But that every 
known trickster should be exposed, goes 
without saying; , and he who condones 
fraud is a participant—unless extreme 
pity or charity moves him to silence. 
Still he is derelict to duty if he does 
not make some endeavors to stop it.

Lukewarmness to the cause by many 
excellent and sensitive people'is un
doubtedly due -to the barnacles which 
have fastened themselves to Spiritual
ism—in the past, if not in the present— 
and it were time that every Interested 
adherent appoint him or herself a com
mittee of one to closely observe every 
stranger coming unheralded with great 
promises of mediumship.

, Introductory letters are easily enough 
obtained, and if there be any suspicion 
of forgery, a two-cent stamp can soon 
rectify matters. But credulity, mental 
Indolence, and penuriousness are a bane 
to our ranks. To save a dollar a year 
for a spiritual paper many Jose tenfold 
its value on fake mediums—some a 
hundredfold.

Not alone would:they keep posted as 
to the genuine mediums, but reading 
would develop their mentality, quicken 
their Intuitive perception, and open 
their eyes to human nature, a fraud 
may be detected by the Influence he car
ries with him, and to those who are 
mentally or spiritually .awake, it is .as 
palpable as a change from, heat to cold.

Let every Spiritualist subscribe to at 
least one paper, and there will be no 
heed of exposes. ■

, , ARTHUR F. MILTON.
Charleston, S. C.

ualist uttering abuse of, or 'threats 
against The Progressive Thinker, Ban
ner of Light, the N. S. A.'.Or President 
Barrett, you - have. either, fpuhd- one of 
the gang, or its parrot.' Spurn’ the, 
thought that our papers,must, become 
fraud-Eiders.' Rather let our editor’s 
make answer as did the court chaplain 
when King Charles complained :of hls 
pltfln speaking: .“Your majesty, as you 
moud, I’ll mend.” ,
' Fraud, like murder, will eventually be 
found out. There would remain the re
ligious and secular press to recicon with 
could our own be silenced. . Final ex
posure, the Nemesis of outraged confi
dences, Is as sure as death. । . J

A’struggle Is on for liberty of judg- 
mont and freedom or speech within the

FrcdP. Evtins has returned to' New
York, and is locat •■ ■ - --—..-
Twenty-third streel

the Light of Truth,- Gives Expres
slon to His Views.

In response to tbe above Circular Let
ter, many representative Spiritualists 
have kindly expressed their views, and 
they appear in this issue of The Pro

l
To the Readers of The Progressive 

Thinker:—The circular' from Brother 
Francis, entitled “An. Open Court,” 
finds the writer lacking' in time to elab
orate and amplify many of its sugges
tions. However, as it is always best to 
answer when roll is called, I shall add 
a few words to show that I am "pres
ent." ‘ *

Publishing the. Light of Truth puts 
me on the basis of, a Colleague, hence 
should I fail to keep to the text ot the 
circular, Bro. Francis, 'but of courtesy 
to the craft, will hardly .be rude enough 
to rule me out of order."

Brother Francis was surely born a 
newspaper man. Of all the publishers 
of spiritual journals, he still shows- the 
keenest scent for news- Upon reading 
the circular, it shows .that he has lost 
none of hls newspaper proclivities. The 
questions and answers'-wlll enable The 
Progressive Thinker to sustain its rep
utation for being the newsiest spiritual 
Journal published to-day. .

If you read the questions a second 
time, you readily see that they consti
tute what might be-termed the burning 
questions among Spiritualists. As to 
the N- S. A., that organfation is here to 
stay, one of its chief functions being to' 
furnish a place where Spiritualists can 
talk over the business of Spiritualism. 
The main question (Number 7) Is an
swered by the suocess of The Progress
ive Thinker. No one. individual has 
spent so much time and money in gath
ering data as to fraud and fake medi
ums as has Brother Francis. The large 
circulation of the paper shows that 
Spiritualists generally vote- in the af
firmative on. Question Number 7.

Notwithstanding nil of this, were I at 
Brother Francis’ home-with himself and 
family, talking in full candor as 1 often 
have, he would; in li|s frankness be sure 
to confess that outside of their surface 
interest, these questions are.mere froth, 
corifpared oto the^feat question which 
Spiritualists must turn & and solve; 
that is, making spirit return fit man’s 
nreson ' Ill fact L would not be present needs. 1 • ecejye achii from 

?etdaany diar^semb|e the publish- 
ers, editors and wqrjjer^ to organize a 
quasl-political mQj^^ tho • central 
thought .of which jjtould iljp to state tho 
cardinal features ' of Spiritualism In 
such form as to njake tljpm attractive 
to all thinking periple, whether in the 
church , or out of to through the dis
closure that the principal purpose is to 
organize so as-iij dominate Socialism 
and eliminate Itq-avtet Mature,■ to wit; 
materialism, anctAb jjubgytute in the 
place; of MateriahsrS; a.-wnblesome re
ligious fervor by1 falling Into the Court 
of Public' Opinio^ not alone Spiritual
ists, but witnesses troni every .church 
and ■ cult who TO^ef^evidSnce ' to • prove 
that man ii&e' dii’^to within his 
mortal body a spiritual'body, now en
slaved by.envirofimdlto . ; .. ♦

This Issue-, lifting >h attractively pre-, 
seated antLih ho fafiAs' this movement 
Is co'ncerned/reserytngito the N. S. A. 
the field b£th'e,ireligibn of Spiritualism 
nnd' its controverted! points,'must lead 
all heretofore discordant, elements to 
S fS'^V^ thought of 
spiiit return, antlwhen’ thus formed, 
like a„weil-.tralncd.|rmy,.move in ad
vance of Socialists j
ot public oplnlony W' from there die- 

Itato and dominate Socialism, which cur-

They will be read

MICHIGAN STATE PRESIDENT

Entertains the Opinion That Fraud 
Should Be Exposed.

In my opinion the organic law of the 
N. S. A. should be so changed as to 
make It purely a delegate body; dele
gates to be elected by the state associa
tions', and further I think the officers 
should not hold office continuously to 
exceed three years.

State associations are necessary to 
successfully carry on the work, and 
they should be on a uniform basis.

J do not beljeve that it is to the best 
Interest of a delegate body, that a few 
by paying a certain amount of money 
can come in and manipulate the busi
ness of that body; if any one wishes to 
contribute for the upbuilding of the 
cause of Spiritualism, it should be 
gratefully received;but I do not think 
it just for anyone to buy the rights of 
delegates.

If the N. S. A. sends missionaries into 
a state they should work to build up the 
state association, and through the state 
society, the N. S. A., and be under the 
supervision, of the state board, and all 
local society ■ should work under char
ters from the state association.

In my opinion no state should have 
more than one representative on the 
board of trustees of the N.' S. A., and 
they should be so distributed as to do 
the most efficient work.

' I think it would not only save time 
and expense but be mqre practical to 
have the reports made out and pub
lished in the spiritual press, and also 
have them in leaflet form, so as to dis
tribute them to the delegates.

I do not countenance fraud or trick
ery in any form and any who without 
question can be shown to use deception 
wilfully, should^ have all the publicity 
possible, both through the spiritual pa- 
pares and secular press; but 1 think we 
should be very careful of how we con
demn the mediums for if our philosophy 
la true (and we believe It Is) that spir
its can and do control the individual, 
might It not be true, that the medium 
may be controlled by an unscrupulous 
spirit (and I believe there are such over 
there as well as here) and do and say 
things that they are not responsible for 
atid that possibly may not be true. We 
quite frequently hear speakers talk 
about "stock tests” that are given by 
the message bearer, but will you kindly 
tell me what is the difference between a 
message that Is given by a medium that 
they may know something about, and a- 
lecture that has been carefully prepared 
and committed to memory and given to 
the public as purely Inspirational ? To 
me there is no difference. I say, down 
with fraud in all of its forms,-and give 
It.all, the publicity'possible, bitt1 Jet, us 
be very careful In denouncing our me-' 
(Hums and know that they wilfully im
pose upon the people before .we publish 
them. , DR. B. O’DELL,
^$$^««5$$$5^^
rent events show to bo' rapidly ap
proaching. >. r . ; ■ ■ ■ •

Therefore, I say to Brother Francis 
and to: the readers of The Progressive 
Thinker; "May-the angels 'speed , the 
time .when the questions raised by the 
'Open Court', are relegated to the' ah-, 
nuat Conventions, and tho balance of 
the year devoted toward considering 
the greater subject, that is, tho adapt
ing of tho grand truth of spirit return

। man's present, needs."
JAMES B. TOWNSEND. 

Lima, Ohio.

To the Editor: Your invitation to 
contribute to "An Open Court” has 
been received. The privilege you give s 
to touch upon "any one or all of the 1 
seven questions” will be availed of in t 
this case, as to one only. 1

As to six, all touching the N. S. A. j 
and its working, the writer ought not to | 
express opinions. Ever since It be- ( 
gan to dogmatize as to "beliefs," it has < 
had no sympathy—hence It' would be 
impertinence to offer advice. ।

But the seventh question Is, as you 1 
say, one tliat concerns all good Spirit- ] 
ualists—and you might have included । 
others than good. But, really, this 1 
scribe has more than once given his 1 
views on the subject, yet a brief refer- , 
ence may not be out of place, as it is ; 
on your programme. ;

In the first place, (he way the 7th < 
question Is put, is rather a plea on one । 
side of it, and begs the question: j 
"Shall Spiritualism be an exception to , 
the general rule adopted by all honest 
Investigators after truth—’expose fraud , 
and trickery wherever found?’” That, ( 
excuse tbe frankness, is not the right j 
way to put the question to an "honest" । 
mau who doubts the policy as it is । 
often practiced. i

No honest man wishes to cover up , 
fraud, but always rejoices to see it ; 
stopped. But a great many "honest” peo
ple may be mistaken. Take for exam- , 
plc the case of Mrs. Mendenhall In the , 
very last Progressive Thinker—Septem
ber 13. It Is a sample or a great num
ber of fraud exposure cases. Is the 
editor to decide between Mrs. Kinnard 
and Mrs. Mendenhall? Say they are 
both persons of good character, in- 
deed it may be said to be the rule In 
these cases. First, you have an In
formant of ’’reliability." You print hls 
statement. Then another informant of 
equal "reliability,’’ a witness to the 
same facts, gives a flat contradiction to 
thc conclusions of the other. Both 
would "feel deeply wronged” if yon de
nied them a hearing In The Progressive 
Thinker. And so both sides are aired 
—with what result? The enemies of 
Spiritualism, the yellow press, the 
juries that try cases in which Spiritual
ists seeks their rights in the courts and 
the uninformed in general are preju
diced nnd two "honest” people made 
enemies, with their friends, watching a 
chance to get into the newspapers 
again.

This Is the simple unadorned fact. 
Ten thousand Spiritualists never heard 
of Mrs. Kinnard or Mrs. Mendenhall, 
and tho editor does not decide between 
them. But ten thousand people are set 
to wagging their tongues about a thing 
that nobody can give a settled opinion 
about—grading the whole matter down 
to the plane of a gossipy scandal. And 
possibly the people who got up the 
flurry never read a Spiritualist news
paper, and never will—only this Issue, 
that they borrow.

Rascality and dishonesty should be 
exposed always—but it should be done 
sensibly and effectively.. No editor has 
a right to publish charges of dishonesty 
against anybody or anything on a hue 
and cry—spiritual, criminal, social or 
business. The man or woman who 
wants to use the columns of a news
paper to decry or denounce another, if 
admitted, should be required to put 
their signature to the charges and pay 
for their insertion marked "advertise
ment.” Make this a rule and editors 
would be far less troubled with 
"fraud” correspondents. The civil law 
never condemns without a hearing of 
both parties, face to face.

It Is the duty of the press to expose a 
fraud, a cheat or dishonesty—but the 
fact should be well established. Again 
these fraud exposers are often Ignorant 
•T the alphabet of phenomena—too 
often malice and envy are the Inspira
tion. It has become proverbial that- 
much of the newspaper accounts of 
both “fraud” and “wonderful manifesta
tions,” as well, comes from "two seance 
people.”

After all, the real harm done by the 
publication of these things is the im
pression that the non-Spiritualist public 
get. The Spiritualist with common 
sense and any reasonable degree of ex
perience, who cannot tell genuine phe
nomena from trick, ought to have a 
guardian—spirit or mortal—to keep 
them out of the fire or take them in out 
of the rain.

There are two kinds of people that 
visit seances: One regards medium
ship as synonymous with fortune-tel
ling. The other looks upon phenomena 
as miracles, And these, as wide as the 
poles of the truth, account for most of 
the fraud cry we have. Phenomena 
does not accord with their idea of 
what it Is, and the medium is to blame. 
When a mind cannot grasp 'the spirit 
Idea, as it is, it cannot be expected to 
understand phenomena where it sees it. 
When these things are not advertised 
the public mind or the crude Spiritualist 
mind will not be poisoned.

SAR’GIS.
. P. S.—Though not In the seven ques

tions it may not occur again so apro
pos, to thank Will C. Hodge for an
other great service to Spiritualism. He 
did more in a certain well remembered 
case to kill fake practices than years 
of .exposure by resolutions. He simply 
spoke out names and knowledge. And 
that was the end of it. And now in The 
Progressive Thinker of Sept. 13, he 
pricks another humbug that has been 
a bugbear for undor-the-breath fraud 
mongers for years. It Is the Chicago 
concern' that made a business of furn
ishing . paraphernalia and instruction 
to’do all that mediums do. It was a 
school, where faks,"mediums were 
trained, nud all that sort of thing, In 
all these' years no brio seems to have 
had the grit or sense or hopest courage 
'to test Jts pretensions. But 'in one 
■brief hour Hodge has exploded It to the 
winds-: Like hundreds of other people 
who. mMfO ■ <1 living off. "greys” ■ with 
"green goods,", these people when put 
to It,'have goods to sell,, but they "do 
•not demonstrate.”.. So that .mysterious, 
fraud collegers exposed as a mere con-: 
fldence game—that seeks to make a Jiv
ing from the cupidity of tho ignorant 
and dishonest. Many a poor medium

We have all gained some mental and 
spiritual growth, and as Spiritualists 
and Llberalists we can look back over 
the past and see that we have been held 
more or less in mental aud spiritual 
bondage. But it Is not so easy perhaps 
for us to see that we are still to some 
extent fettered by the conditions that 
subjected us to that bondage.

Tbe growth we think we have now 
gained affords us much comfort, conso
lation and happiness, and well it may. 
But let us hope and believe tliat in the 
good future we shall yet progress so en
tirely beyond the errors and supersti
tions of the past and present, as to be
come well rounded out men and wo
men; for it Is a predominance ot-such 
men .and women in our ranks that will 
cause the-Spiritualistic movement to be 
a helpful power in this great world of 
humanity, even beyond what present 
external appearances indicate.

No movement can be grander and no
bler than are the men and women that 
are interested in und conduct that 
movement. May we become better 
qualified to accept and teach th3 truth, 
and truth only, and so well direct and 
apply it as to make our Spiritualism a 
greater blessing to humanity than ever 
before.

There is no good reason for 'calling 
ourselves Christian Spiritualists, 
Christianity has done so much cruel, 
bloody work! If Spiritualists have not 
learned of the violence and Intolerance 
which was the characteristic feature of 
Christianity for 1700 years, It is time 
they had. But many of us have learned 
it, hence we spurn the thought ot call
ing ourselves Christian Spiritualists.

Jesus Christ, if there ever was such a 
person, was according to accounts, 
kind, loving, noble and good; but it is 
not necessary for Spiritualists to so pa
rade hls name before the world as to 
convey the Idea, even Indirectly, that 
we are worshipers of Jesus.

Yes; he loved his fellow-men; and so 
does Andrew Jackson Davis, and a 
great many noble souls still in the flesh, 
aswell an those grand workers who 
have joined the great majority. But 
not one of them would be pleased if wo 
should go beyond the limits of good 
common sense In expressing our loving 
remembrance and due appreciation ot 
them and their good work.

The discussions of the God question 
have been most able and interesting. 
No ordinary mind can handle the sub
ject, pro or con, even passably well. 
To satisfactorily prove the existence ot 
a God still remains an unaccomplished 
task. It was well said when some one 
remarked that the finite cannot explain 
thc infinite.

But there are many people upon a 
plane of development where it seems to 
be a necessity of their very being to be
lieve in and look upward to a God to 
bring them comfort and consideration 
in times of trial, tribulation and sorrow. 
And to cast unsympathetic reflections 
upon thc beliefs of such people should 
never entei] our hearts. They have not 
outgrown the old; have not gained that 
soul growth! which would enable them 
to believe tor realize that wise unseen 
Intelligences, their loving spirit friends, 
are ever cognizant of their needs, and 
can and will, when conditions are favor
able, do infinitely more for them than 
any God they believe in ever has done 
or can or will do.

There is no such thing as fraudulent 
mediumship. Whatever is fraud is 
simply fraud, and not mediumship. 
Whoever starts out to perpetrate fraud 
should not be countenanced. Then 
anil there is the time and place to give 
thc matter due attention.

There is no condition connected with 
any of the callings of human employ
ment so sensitive as in mediumship. 
Mediums are usually so timid from their 
sensitive conditions that they do not 
know what to say or do when the sub
ject is handled, as it has been some
times, so as to seem like an indiscrimi
nate slashing all along the line of me
diumship; and which has been a matter 
of especial delight to the opposers of 
Spiritualism who would be glad to see 
Spiritualists In an eternal turmoil, and 
not anothea newly developed medium 
have the courage to come out before tha 
public.

Are there opposing unseen intelli
gences working in this way against tho 
Spiritualistic movement, or are we be
ing tried as by fire lo prove whether wa 
are only worthy to be left to settle back 
into another dark-age period? Now is 
a time when we must be very careful 
what we dol

Let us hope and believe that tbe N. 
b. A. is here to stay and work for the 
best possible good of humanity. What 
matters It if we do not think alike upon 
those subjects, for which there is no 
conclusive evidence pro or con. There 
is'enough to be done in too way of bet
tering the conditions of humanity, 
which we all desire to see accom
plished; Important work in which wo 
can and should all harmoniously unite.

MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE.
Whitewater, Wls.

»f^$$$S$$$$«Sf$S$7S^^

has borne the suspicion and persecu
tion which toe whispered innuendo 
about this Chicago training school has 
engendered in the suspicious mind. If , 
Hodge's method was generally em
ployed and the press and societies in
sist that it should, the fraud question 
would soon be settled by being reduced 
to its lowest terms. All honor to Will 
C. Hodge. SAR’GIS.

"Christian" Persecutors.
Tim stories of Jewish persecution in 

eastern Europe remind one that the 
persecutors this time aro Christians. 
When the Armenian agitation was at its 
height toe Moslem Turks were held 
to bo very cruel people, but tho 
Roumanians aro neither Moslems W 
pagntis, . Tho history of Jewish perse
cution tho past 2,000 years isn’t any
thing for Christians to be proud of.^ 
Springfield Republican. , , "' •”
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A Li^ (Response.Ip. the Open Court.From the Celestial #o the Terrestrial. ;

PHmary conditions and. relations are 
iu order with new thought agitators.

They do not hesitate to question both 
new and old theories, to dift and auul- 
ize every statement of teacher, govern
ment, religion, science, profession, so
ciety and organization.

Spiritualism in my opinion has done 
more to break fetters, inspire and 
broaden tlie field of Dec und uplifting 
thought in the past fifty years, than 
any one other movement; it is one of 
our world's greatest and most impor
tant movements; it has assisted In 
bringing about tho present crisis, and 
will aid in establishing a higher stand
ard of ethicdl culture, an equality of op
portunity for all the human race, equal 
rights and just laws, wisely executed. 
Which will bring peace and rest to mil
lions now anxious and distressed. “An 
Open Court” sounds well and affords an 
opportunity, just in time for tbo present 
crisis.

There are no signs of retrogression 
among clear-beaded leaders and work
ers of to-day, altliough much anxiety 
and interest in all classes is In evi
dence.

in government we want and demand 
the strong fearless politician, not the 
partisan;' the partisan is ignorant a“d 
to be feared, or watched.

A partisan Spiritualist should hasten 
to join an orthodox church, and take a 

’ rest. In religion and morals we much 
need an intelligent independent leader, 
one that has broken air the shackles, 
•’let go,” unloaded the old baggage of 
the ages, and is in sight and sound of 
tlie new and better order of life; he may 
be a Moses, a Jesus, a pau|( a Hugo, or 
a Thomas Paine? The writer would be 

• more pleased to see some woman come 
to the front, who is qualified tor » 
leader in the spiritual ranks, than 
ha& language to express. Man or wo
man, the “Open Court” invites you. *

The first query Ib Important because 
it reaches the foundation of organiza
tion. In accord with various differentia
tions that make up the vast multitude 
of Spiritualists, I should advise the 
elimination of every sign, line and sen
tence in the organic law, that would 
prevent any one from joining.

An independent Spiritualist will not 
endorse form or dogma of any church 
if labeled spiritual; that point I pre
sume will be considered at the next an
nual,meeting in October, In Boston.

The “Open Court” recognizes one 
point of universal agreement among 
Spiritualists; as that Is the one all-Im
portant point—continued life demon
strated—of all human expressions, 
what can add to that one truth that will 
Increase its power to bless humanity? 
I do not believe anything can be added 
to the demonstration of continued life 
that will not dim its brlgntn^S^ find 
weaken its power to do good. Con- 
ynued life is an Infinite expression; it 
signifies growth and finite perfection 
and can not be embellished; it is su
perior to all our mundane efforts. As 
organized Spiritualists we can do no 
better than, recognize this, the highest 
nnd dlvinest expression.

Query No. 2. No! State Associa
tions are unnecessary; we do not need 
more associations to divide and tax the 
people.

Query No. 3. Yes; to both questions.
Query No. 4. Yes! Any State, or or

ganization foolish enough to go inti? the 
spiritual missionary business, should 
fork over the cash, but be assured those 
xho engage.In that line of business as a 
rule; judging from past missionary his- 
;ory, need a guardian and careful watch- 
lll(y '

There are two points that should ever 
be considered by leaders and teachers 
if Spiritualism. First: If any communi
ty, large or small, are unfolded suf- 
fleient to want an instructor, they know 
enough to make their wants known. Sec
ond: They will be as much blessed in 
:helr efforts to pay for thc instruction, 
is In the spiritual lessons received; we 
should not make cowards or beggars of 
;hem; isn’t it a shame that spiritual or- 
janizations are classed with the Chrls- 
lian church beggars?

Fear and selfishness are foundation 
principles of all religious missionaries; 
it’s a shame that Spiritualism has such 
an attachment.

Query No. 5. I am not sufficiently 
posted, "so give no opinion.

Query No. G. I should think the 
printing of reports before the October 
annual meeting would be a decided im
provement—a time saver. Why not cut 
'.he reports down, bo that one In ten 
would find time to read them?

Query No. 7. Publishers of Spiritual 
papers have opportunities of judging 
not possessed by their subscribers or 
contributors; they must judge, and 
should, be free to express their honest 
convictions.

Of all isms, our ism should be the 
freest from all phases of deception, and 
( don’t know but it is, am not prepared 
to take a stand upon, that question; I 
am always ready to take a stand upon 
all questions and subjects sustained by 
proof, reason, ami good sense.

. We, that have tried to keep apace 
with the spiritual movement of a half 
century, are well aware of the wholesale 
fraud cry that has been a stalking 
horse for all this time; not a score of 
public mediums have escaped the 
charge of fraud. The world is full of 
truth, love, fraud and deception and 
mediums are human and sens^^Lov- 

Spiritualism, public schools, dnpli- 
ery, invention and an intelligent 
nation of science in the past fifty yeBID» 
has modified the influence of all relig
ious dogmas; the unreasonable ones 
have been discarded. “The four great 
orthodox superstitions that now impede 
progress are the fall, the atonement, 
miracles, and the deity of Jesus. The 
Whole scientific world has accepted the 
doctrine of evolution.”

Prof, C. W. Pearson of the Methodist 
Northwestern University, was dis- 
missed last March because he was too 
honest to longer preach, or teach those 
four great orthodox superstitions. Not- 
withstanding these facts, and the great 
changes that have taken place because 
of the Influence, the truth of the demon
stration of continued life, the great ma
jority of the clergy continue to hold 
fast to their myths and dogmas, for the 
position and support the deception af
fords them.

Fraud and deception have left 
slimy, disgusting tracks upon all the 
pages of past history; they are not chil
dren of Spiritualism, or of our National 
Government, but are fed and fostered 
by both.

If we could eliminate deception tho 
millennium would dawn with thc next 
sunrise, and the coal strike—fight—. 
.would be no more-GnlrHnnllst I am.op- I

As an Old-time SlM »\orjed ex
posed to deception in air tne -i-n^unllS 
pressions of-llfe; I favor BtrcnuUlia 
measures to suppress fraud^everywhere 
If necessary; I would remove the cause1 
by going tp the fountain; this "course 
might be called radical and disturbing 
to some of our 'ambitious leaders.

I’see no good reason why ! should dis
criminate and condemn any more Btren- 
sously those who practice decoptton. ui 
Spiritualism, than in all other isms, 
^ AH tho Isms are in the fraud and de-

I do not conceive that fraud in Spirit
ualism is in any manner different from 
-fraud in business, politics, morals, ro- 
ligioq, social life, or any ether relation 
of human life; and if fraud ought to be 
exposed and denpuiicecjAa any of these, 
it ought to be accorded the same treat
ment when found in Spiritualism, it is 
uot at all strange that the dishonest, 
tbe tricky, the avaricious and unscrupu
lous person should be found in Spiritual
ism, and particularly acting tlie role of 
a medium, since such persons aro to be 
found in society everywhere, and tlie 
same cry of rottenness may be raised 
in business, in morals, in religion, in 
Boclety—not excepting tho Four Hun
dred of New York (and for proof of 
this see Editor , Watterson)—as is so 
often raised against Spiritualism. But 
I do uot believe thut it ought to be so; 
I think Spiritualism should be way and 
above everything else, because of the 
noble and magnificent teachings it 
holds in relation to the necessity of a 
true moral life as the only door to prog
ress and happiness in the spiritual 
world. But there will undoubtedly bo 
fraud in Spiritualism so long as Spirit
ualists themselves permit It. What is 
needed to eliminate every vestige of the 
thing js a higher aud better education. 
It is by, far easier to deceive tlie ignor
ant than tlie learned, for two reasons— 
they do not possess the knowledge nor 
the trained and critical perception and 
judgment that tlie educated do, •

I have three remedies for fraud in 
Spiritualism as 1 have in everything 
else, viz., Educate, Educate, Educate.

By education not only are tlie per
ceptive and reflective faculties, of the 
mind sharpened and perfected, but the 
Imagination is stimulated to higher 
ideals and the moral nature strength
ened and burnished as in no other man- 
ner. To know the truth is to love it, 
especially if it is truth pertaining to 
nature and to man. There is no greater 
thing on earth, or in the heavens above 
or below, nor more divine, thah love of 
truth; and one possessed of tho divine 
passion will never violate or degrade it 
by a denial or perversion of the object 
of its love.

It was the love of truth that made 
'Socrates so heroically drink the pois
on hemlock, and all the martyrs of 
the ages give themselves up as willing 
sacrifices upon its divine altar. Knowl
edge stimulates this love of truth and 
makes the possessor not only eager to 
possess more and more but inspires him 
to defend and exemplify the truth at all 
times and in all places.

But what practical method of dealing 
with the so-called fraudulent medium la 
to be suggested? First, detection, un
doubted and clear; second, exposure in 
all lawful ways. Educator—that is, 
make yourself acquainted with all the 
ways and practices of the trickster, and 
then apply such conclusive tests as will 
detect deception if it be present. Aud 
in these days of most expert simulation 
of spirit phenomena, -apply tests in 
every case, for no genuine medium can 
reasonably object, so long as the tent 
is not a positive physical torture. Theft, 
If after a time we do not succeed in 
driving the fraudulent medium out of 
business let us drop physical manifesta
tions altogether and turn to the philo
sophical teachings in which Spiritual 
ism is bo rich and prolific and in that 
way starve the trickster out of busi
ness, and if in the process of extermina
tion a-few noble genuine souls suffer 
With the guilty, let UB console ourselves 
with the reflection that saciifice of some 
innocence is always necessary for the 
advance of truth.- But in fact none of 
the genuine will suffer; they will be 
found out and provided for in some 
good Spiritualistic Home or will turn 
their faculties for the time being into 
other channels and live.

Educate! Educate!! -Educate!! • 
Chicago, Ill. A. M. GRlFtE^-

“Should the publishers of Spiritualist 
Papers refuse to print any or all expos
ures of trickery done in the name of 
Spiritualism when satisfied of-their in
formant’s reliability?"

It is my opinion that a publisher of a 
Spiritualist paper cannot do the cause 
of Spiritualism more good than to ex
pose trickery and fraud wherever found.

I have attended the seances of a ma
terializing 'medium in Topeka in com
pany with loyal Spiritualists and a§ 
good citizens as can be found anywhere. 
The medium was put under test condi
tions by a committee examining for 
paraphernalia. This medium told me It 
was all a fake and explained every step 
taken to conceal the paraphernalia and 
produce the phenomena. The party 
asked me not to give the name. I will 
also say this was not a traveling medi
um, and If it becomes necessary to give 
the name, I will gladly do so, as well as 
the names of those present during the 
seances.

I only speak of this to show with what 
ease fraud can be practiced when safe
guards are thrown, around it by admir
ers of the trickster. Exposure never 
did hurt truth. It never can hurt truth. 
Fraud is the only complainer.

Fraud Is no more necessary to the 
welfare of Spiritualism than cancer is 
necessary to the development of the 
natural body.

1 have no hesitancy In Baying after 
conversing with ttany joyal gp|r]tual._ 
ists that the Consensus of opinion Is 
that the one great'evil Spiritualists are 
contending against is fraud. The opin
ion of loyal Spiritualists everywhere, 
who love truth, who care for honesty, 
who believe in the purity of the seance- 
room, is to unite In one common effort 
to drive fraud from the^s^N. '

Topeka, Kans.fll

ceptlon business; political and business 
.ma and will ruin our 1^^112 its chans0 does not come 

s°Spirituaiism should stand fair and 
square for the truth, popular or unpop
ular. The truth of spirit communion is 
not a new truth; there are no new 
truths, but history furnishes no record 
of such a general recognition by all 
classes and nationalities as It does at 
this date. Spiritualists over and,above 
all other reformers should learn to .dis
criminate and accept such lessons and 
teachings as aYe reasonable and tend 
to broaden, strengthen and uplift their 
dally lives, '

All public efforts of Spiritualists 
should be criticised and sifted; if 
Worthy of acceptance they will SWUd 
all tests. Growth is the natural order 
of nil life; growth in spiritual things,' 
will preven t fraud And deception as cer
tainly as In business and government.

Tho best prescription I can make'for 
fraud and' deception, for Spiritualists, 
is, read and support tho spiritual press;' 
home1 education Is lasting and ranks, 
high. ' V DR. M. E. CONGER.

1027 Monroe St; Chicago. / ’

To the Editor.—For expression of 
views on questions of vital importance^ 

.you. ask what change will pake the N, 
S..A. more efficient.. . . ;
T answer: A change of base, from the- 

metaphysical to tho physical, from the, 
celestial to the terrestrial. In a word, 
from the theologic to the .socialistic, 
and thereby the N. 8. A. will show what 
it can do as a power, in the way of so.-. 
Clal and political reform.

Spiritualism, up to date, has accom
plished much. It has resurrected from 
the graves the supposed Bleeping dead, 
to the great consternation of priest
craft. It has demolished certain popu
lar delusions, stampeded churches, 
routed Satan, aud extinguished forever' 
the old “everlasting” fires of hell. .Spir
itualism has done more. It has shown 
the religious world the better way, and 
made thereby countless millions happy.

Now, therefore, ns there is buLHttle 
more for Spiritualism to do in the tlico- 
logic world, I wyuld suggest an immedi
ate change, namely— that we turn our 
guns, .and flash-lights, from ehqrch- 
eraft, to state-cruft, and thereby reform 
some flagrant- abuses existing jfhere, 
that love and wisdom, justice and 
equity, may prevail.

I verily believe the time has come for 
the N. S. A., representing Spiritualism, 
to enter politics, to war .against legal 
wrongs, to defend the natural rights ot 
our American “wage-earners” and to 
take greater interest in the physicalwel
fare of the masses.

And, oh, Mr. Editor, how the hearts 
of the masses would - rejoice at the 
thought of the spirit world taking a 
hand In-politics, as in religion, espe
cial at this time of new conditions m 
the industrial world, advocating human 
rights and human justice, shorter hours 
and better pay for working people, or 
co-operative profit-sharing, also the 
referendum,
SP1XK ShoeWBUch be shield
ed by the Spiritual pisss, or expose I. 
i answer, i cannot understand why the 
Spiritual public, and the public in gen
eral, should not be informed of Spirit
ual Imposture, whenever and wherever 
found. Spiritual journals owe to socie
ty in general, and to tlie Spiritual pub
lic in particular, to warn against im
posture.

Banks, when deceived by forgery'or 
fraud, send out their warnings, and the 
newspaper press, in the interest of the 
public, publish them. Governments, 
too, when Informed of counterfeit 
money, put in circulation, scud out their 
warnings, and the press publish them. 
One of the most important duties ot 
the Spiritual press, I believe, is loyalty 
to its friends, to protect them against 
the insidious inroads of Spiritual vam
pires. But of course we have no way to 
compel them to expose Spiritual fraud, 
unless to boycott them, and this we 
could nnd should do,' as a penalty for 
crime, in concealing a crime, agaiust 
friends. 1

As. publicity is the only way of com 
bating these audacious rascals, Spirit
ualists, often humiliated and scandal
ized by their sham ghost performances, 
should resolve themselves into a t||||>' 
mitlee of one, nnd persistently pursue, 
and expose them, whenever found, and 
turning them over to the officers of .Die 
law, for obtaining money under false 
pretenses, they would soon Ure of their, 
nefarious occupation.

If one of the greatest crimes against 
the human world, is to make and clrcu-. 
late, for pecuniary- gain, ■ counterfeit 

:moaey, so one-of the greatest crimes to 
perpetrate against the spirit world, 
would be to manufacture, for pecuniary, 
gain, spurious spiritual manifestations, 
and the next to that greatest crime 
would be the act of the Spiritual jour
nalist, as a protective agency, conceal
ing it. Why any Spiritual journalist 
should do so, I am at a Iobs to know. 
Some, however, have hinted at “bush 
money,” others at fear of incurring the 
hate of the sham ghost fakirs, or tlie 
displeasure of their army of gullible 
dupes, lest thereby, they imperil the cir
culation' of his Spiritual journal. Be 
this as it may, of course, I do not know. 
But one thing I do know, I, myself, have 
made some few such exposures, and 
they were never suppressed. But then 
my reports were always made to The 
Progressive Thinker, and here, in jus
tice to The Progressive Thinker, I will 
remark, that looking back to its first 
inception, thirteen years ago, and over 
its “babyhood,” to the present time, 
The Progressive Thinker—groat and 
generous, rich with information, and en
circling the globe, is a name ’ that 
should be placed in the historic rolls of 
Spiritual honor, and advancement; a 
name, too, that stands out like a mount
ain, on the horizon, for undaunted cour
age, and masterly Independence, ever 
warning against Spiritual imposture, 
and ever devoted to the Interests r.nd 
advancement of the cause of Spiritual
ism.

The other questions propounded for 
your Symposium, I will leave for 'the 
consideration of wiser heads than mine..

Tqtt^i Editor:—-Your -circular letter 
-asking ,my.'gpnsideratlon. of seven im-. 
porti^t, qufiptlonaioperjaiuliig to the 
worked efficiency of the N- 8. A., is be
fore ipe, mall, I am, almost-ashamed to 
say Ipam test sufficiently acquainted 
wHhibe practical operuttoiisof the pres-. 
ent “t>i-gauiwjlaw!’ of the important in
stitution in-'questlou, to offer any valu
able ' Wiggbslton for Its improvement, so 
I wllli'idiscreatly. leave the answer of 
your first query to more competent per-

• Yaus, second question, and its correl
ative query,ill answer in the ffirmative. 
State Associations; in my humble opin
ion, are very' important for practically 
carrying out the designs, and the local 
operations ot the N. S. A., and, to ren
der them harmonious co-operators, un
der the supervision of the National As- 
sedation, with all other members of the 
Biuue, it appears to me that "a uniform 
plan” of organization and" of action Is 
necessary.' ’ Equal rights, duties und 
privileges are best secured by a uni
form regime; : '

If I rightly understand' your third 
question, and' its co-ordinate query, 
without very mature reflection, which 
may change my opinion, I also answer 
affirmatively. Politically I. believe 1 in 
■the “Initiative,-'and: the Referendum.”. 
'Religiously I would be no less, but even 
more democratic. Therefore I would 
have each regular member of every 
state association chartered by the N. S. 
A. a defaetd voting member of both.

But if it De plore expedient.to consti
tute state associations of elected repro- 
sentatives of local societies, by “uni
form plan,” then only voting members 
of the N. 8. A', should be delegates from 
state associations. -

As io the ftjiirth question, in regard to 
responsibility for missionary work with
in the domain of each state association, 
from want of close observation ot such 
work where'both state and National As
sociations have had conjoined, or co-op
erative supervision, I have no very de
cided opinion.' The doctrine of State 3 
rights” ought to be conplemented with 
that of state’s responsibility. Work le 
usually best done by those personally 
most interested, and those most bene
fited, according to the principles of jus
tice, should be'most responsible for its 
management, and support—bo It seems 
to me prime facie,

any State I^A " bQard ot trustees of 
one member of toe “ ,- g not. “Too 
the N. S. A„ ! should „ nortl. 
many cooks spoil the broth
nent old saylrig. The 16BB Complicated 
societary machinery is, tho better it 
works. A trusty few will do more and 
better work' than “many men of many 
minds.”

Your sixth question as to saving the 
valuable time or the annual convention

if any cdmmen^g. Its affirmative Is self- 
evident. • - Guns., already loaded aro 
readiest for action, and are less liable 
to “go offjialf-gj.cked," when deliber
ately ha^cd. '.

To your^Beventh, and last question, 
whether (the spiritual press should "ex
pose fraud and trickery wherever 
found,” efft. I rqply, moBtemphatically, 
Yes. Ti^q, spiritual press that is top 
cowardly.fo telfjthe truth, the whole 
truth, an if (nothing but the truth,."-about 
"tricky mediums]” Is itself aTpaudl To 
,allow, or'goncejij^ crime or misdemean- 
qfl’jso helppus'.au,trifling- wAUr the most 
sacred feejing# pf-|he human heart by a 
countorfcfit] presentment of alleged splr- 
If,phenomena of jany kind, does but ren
der the refuser to expose little better 
than particeps.criminis. If “a partaker 
is as bad as a thief,” why Is not a hider 
of'fraud (thereby its enedurager), as 
guilty as the perpetrator? This may 
seem rather strong language, ^t I de
sire it to be im-press-lve. The Spirit- 
ualistlc press should be the enlightener 
and protector.off the investigating pub
lic, as well as the guardian of our sa
cred cause, whose greatest enemies are 
the moral degenerates who give "blue- 
book” tests (?),or spurious phenomena 
of any sort claiming it to be of spirit or
igin. The exposure and denunciation 
o.f such conscienceless malefactors Is 
the imperative, duty of every honest, 
faithful Spiritualist who rightfully 
“takes,,the.position; that to adulterate 
spirit phenomena is even worse than 
the poisonouaadUlteration of tea, sugar, 
etc.” Then how much more Imperative 
Is the obligation ’of the Spiritualistic 
press to-warn the unwary, and protect' 
the unsophisticated neophyte from 
"wolves in-sheep's clothing.” The pri
vate seance; and > the public platform 
have been far too long polluted and dis
graced by unprincipled perpetrators of 
fraud, and it IS high time to expose and 
drive the rascals out! Let the Spirit
ualistic press first make sure of their 
guilt, then, If need .be, melt its type into 
bombshells to hurl at every ghoul who 
infests our ranks, and preys upbn the 
graves of the "dead" for means to rob 
the pockets of "the living! ”

’ - DEAN CLARKE.

“It is unwise for the various differen
tiations in Spiritualism to throw stones 
at each other. Each one should be al
lowed to work in its own way, constant
ly seeking new light, new unfoldmeut; 
the main object being the betterment ol 
humanity."

Nothing that has been written iu Uic 
last decade contains more wisdom con
densed into a few lines than Is ex-’ 
pressed in this quotation from tbe edit
or’s Open Court letter of questions and 
hints to the army of Spiritual workers.

If all would heed, and act upon it, the 
niultitudlous differentiations referred to 
would be no obstacle to harmonious 

•success in the workings of the N. S. A. 
and all other organized bodies seeking 
truth and the dissemination thereof to a 
needy world. It-expresses in a con
densed form the whole gospel of Mod
ern Spiritualism. A broad, generous jn- 
pretation of human nature, and the 
spirit of universal fraternity and mutual 
helpfulness; Involves all of Altruism, 
and the moral philosophy of life as In
culcated by the best teachings from the 
spirit world. When these Ideals are 
fully realized in individual Ilves, there 
will be no more bitter conflicts, ambi
tious strivings, personal jealousies and 
wasteful wars of opinion to neutralize 
the good .works of angels and men. 
When all become as much Interested 
In the rights of others as they are ’ in 
their own, and as tenacious of tbe free
dom of all to think In their own way, 
and to express their thoughts frankly 
and freely, as they are in maintaining 
and using such rights for themselves 
the suicidal and distracting waste of 
time, energy aud money will cease, and 
we shall all rejoice in the good we can 
do for each other and the whole human
ity.To this wholesome conclusion let us 
ail strive without regard to place, pdr- 
sonal power and the baubles of office, 
and tho empty name of honor and per
sonal glory.

To your questions. I care not to 
meddle with the inside workings of so
cieties in which I am not an active 
member; for I am not qualified to judge 
of many things pertaining to the tech
nicalities of official affairs, the wisdom 
and uses of which may depend upon 
many items and facts with which I. am 
not acquainted.

Taking your questions in tlielr order 
I will briefly express my opinion, or 
pass by in silence.

No. 1. I do not know.
No, 2. I think they are, and should 

be encouraged, and supported. A uni
form basis of organization would prob
ably facilitate co-operation, tend to 
more general harmony of interest and a 
better acquaintance with each other, 
and the general work to bo done by 
each and al).

No. 3. Why not? The “full voting 
privileges” may Involve some consider
ations that need thorough study and fa
miliarity with the whole work of the or
ganization to fully justify an opinion.

No. 4. It would seem so from a su
perficial view. .

No. 6. Quite likely, if they could bo 
studied In advance by each voter.

No. 7. . There Is much to think of in 
answering this question. But in a gen
eral way, if the editor sees, or thinks be 
sees, a duty to perform, and believes 
that the publication of a reported ex
posure will protect the Investigating 
public against unprincipled pretenders, 
it seems to me he should acquaint the 
public with the unwholesome facts. But 
it is of first Importance to know that a 
fraud has been detected, and a bona-fide 
exposure of fraud has been made, My 
knowledge of mediumship and “expos
ures” has shown me that it is often a 
critical point to determine. The ma
jority of skeptics and critics, like tho 
credulous believers, are prone to jump 
to conclusions, and advertise suspic
ions. drawn from appearances, or prej
udice, or both, as exposures, as If they 
were from beyond question.

In my judgment nothing should be 
published concerning any alleged expos
ure until it is a settled certainty. When 
it is so established that there can be no 
question about it, it seems to me the 
public, and especially the Spiritualists, 
should be informed in no uncertain 
way; and Spiritualists should be the 
first to detect and expose fraud in our 
ranks. But they should know what they 
are doing and never act in haste.

Let these questions be settled, as 
other scientific questions are settled, 
by exhaustive research, and .the most 
crucial tests applied to all doubtful phe
nomena, and never parade anything as 
fraud that has not been demonstrated 
as such..

Spiritualism should be no exception 
in the matter of fraud. Spiritualists 
owe it to themselves and to the cause to 
carefully discriminate between truth 
and falsehood in mediumship as in ail 
other things, and vigorously defend the 
true and reject the false.

LYMAN C/ HOWE.

To the Editor:—Your letter entitled 
An Open Court at hand, and I will in a 
brief way give my opinion on the re
spective divisions of your call.

1. Eliminate from the organic code 
Of belief of the N. S. A. its Infinite Intel
ligence clause.

2. Yes, State associations and any 
and all organizations that are organized 
on a liberal Intelligent basis for the 
spread of the grand truths of Spiritual
ism through honest phenomena and lib
eral philosophy are essential and should 
be organized on-a uniform basis, leav
ing out all and every kind of creed. i

3. Let all true, honest Spiritualists 
be members of said association with the 
privilege of voting w£en present, and 
also the right to be heard in Its discus
sions.

4. Let both State and National Asso
ciations join in the missionary work 
and do not confine it to state lines.

5. . For the purpose of representative 
Influence and for the safety of our 
cause there should be not less than two 
representatives from any duly -organ
ized state association on the board of 
trustees of the N. S. A,

6. All reports of the president, sec
retary, treasurer and missionaries 
should be printed In the Spiritual pa
pers a sufficient time to get into the 
hands of all delegates, regular and lay, 
before the meeting of the association 
each year. . ..'. .'

7. I believe In exposing fraud, deceit 
and trickery in all things and most es
pecially In the most sacred of all things 
to mankind, tlie fact of existence and 
return to earth of our spirit friends 
that have gone on before;, and I know 
no legal punishment that , would be .too 
severe for the fakir who would attempt 
to deceive or to falsely represent our 
arisen friends.. .

Yes, publish all frauds when you are 
satisfied ot tho intention ot tho medium 
to perpetrate a fraud,, but we must ne
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•careful, to know all we can about the 
environments of the sq-cklled medium 
at the time of the perpetration'of the al 
legod fraud.- Often' the best of medi
ums are Imposed upon by skeptical and 
dishonest investigators who cry fraud 
at the purest and best of mediums. By 
all tnffians publish to the world the loud
ly-advertised fakir who under the head 
of the greatest' living clairvoyant or the 
great astrologer, or the palmist and 
fortune-teller who^pretends to tell you 
your past,-present' and future, restore 
lost lovers, reunit^'husband and Wife, 
give you advice in''love or business, and 
expose suclu Put, them in their true 
light of absolute andunbltfshing frauds, 
and wholly-unworthy of any one’s no
tice. — '

Yes; adul^batfoi^bf spirit phenomena 
Is as bad or worse than the adulteration 
of our food, gnidrinlb.and ought to-be ex-
posed and i 
guards that'
This phenomena ,^f. honestly given 
through hoif^pt true, mediums, is the 
key that unlpcltB tli^ door to eternity to 
man, and is Ihe most sacred thing of. 
our Ilves. 4 ,tJ.M. KENNEDY.

MaiysvillyMilo-n
. , ,i ■ .^. • .--------- -

"Harmonidsiof Evolution. The Phil
osophy of Indlvldua’LiLlfe, Based. Upon 
Natural Science, asiJJaught by Modern 
Masters i off the Daw.” - By Florence 
Huntley. A work of deep thought, car, 
tying the principles of evolution Into 
new fields. Cloth, ?2. For sale at this, 
office. i.pc-

“Three Jubilee Lectures?’; By J. M. 
Peebles, M; D. Doctor Peebles is a 

’trenchant and iffptrucllve writer and 
lecturer, and these three addresses on 
the occnsien 'of And ' pertinent to the 
jubilee of Modern- Spiritualism, aro 
well worthy of being preserved in this 
tasty form, In print.- Pried,-1)5' cents. 
For sale nt tliis ofTIcb.-- ■ .•> ” •

“Historical, Logleai nnfl Philosophical 
Objections' to-the Dogmas of Reincar
nation and Rc-EffiBOaimtmt” By Prof. 
W m. Lockwood. A keen ami inusteHy 
&»» P^^ ^ 8010^

To the Editor:—Your Open Coutt 
circular received, and questions duly 
considered, so far as at present advised, 
and I answer as follows:

1. To this question I am not now 
ready to give a satisfactory answer.

2. Yes, I consider state associations 
important, vitally so. Indeed, it 18 
view now that they should have pre . 
ceded the National Association. But, as 
the N. 9. A. is now an accomplished 
fact, I should say, yes, by all means let 
the state organizations be made uni
form hy direction of tire National Asbo- 

^^Strictly considered, no, there 
should not. But* if there are Individ
ual members, tlielr voting privileges 
should be confined to local questions, 
such as pertain to local or auxiliary so-, 
cieties,

4. Yes, decidedly, state associations 
should have the control of all mission
ary work within the state.

5. It would seem unwise to give any 
state more than one member of the 
board of trustees of the N. S. A. while 
there are other auxiliary states not rep
resented on- that board.

C. I think the suggestion a good one. 
The publication of these reports be- 

' forehand would not only give the con
vention more time for other work, but it 
would enable the delegates to be better 
prepared for that work. ’

7. In answer to this vital question I 
would say: While the publishers of 
Spiritual papers, like all others, are. re
sponsible for, and should bo Until judge? 
of what they will or will not publish in
any particular case, I think that when 
tho Information in regard to fraud or 
trickery comes from reliable parties, 
and is such as to convince the publisher 
of Its truth, ho should not refuse to 
make it public. This, as a general prop
osition; but each'case must bo consid
ered by itself, and bo acted upon ac
cording to its own merits or demerits, 
and tho publisher la properly and right
fully the final arbiter in that regard.

M.W. PACKARD.
Bloomington, ill

“An Open Court," as , suggested by 
The Progressive Thinker, Is a splendid 
method to obtain the opinion of many 
persons Who will not attend the Na
tional Association convention, from 
which delegates may profit; but th® 
critics should not go outside of the or
ganization. ’ <• ' • ’ .

Tho business of the organization be
longs to its auxiliaries and should be 
reformed or created by their delegates. 
They who aro outside of the organiza
tion cannot safely dictate its legislation, 
because they do not understand its 
methods nor their effects.

Advice is always desirable from any 
source; but criticism In order to create 
prejudice is despicable. There has 
been too much of the latter launched 
against the N. S. A. The former can 
best be given on the convention floor, 
where the desired result is achieved. 
Hence, this firing in the rear and behind 
ambush should stop, and tlie reformer 
who Ib so able to achieve, come into the 
open and engage In a contest where 
strength and the right is sure to win.

But critics have said: “We canpot all 
be delegates." Perhaps not—but most 
of them can if they will join an auxil
iary society or organize one. Their ad
vice and personal effort will then be 
given jointly and not lose force because 

■ Of wrong application
Tho "Open Coprt may pass decis

ions, but the "Workers’ Court" will con
vene and legislate from experience, and 
their efforts will be applied.

If you want reform, work for It us 
well as shout for it! It is a good plan 
to vote and work for what you want, in
stead of always only bellowing about 
how you are abused. Go to Boston, Oc
tober 20 to 24, and if not as a delegate, 
you can be where you can confer with 
the delegates—or could have open con
ferences for non-delegates between ses
sions.

Stop growling about what others do 
or fall to do, and do something yourself.

The N. S. A.*is what the Spiritualists 
make it. If you are a Spiritualist, see 
that you are at least represented in the 
convention.

The many varieties of Spiritualists 
need not disturb our cause; for, its life 
is made more active by the variety of 
opinion. Spiritualism embraces all 
truth—and it welcomes every possible 
teacher and Investigator.

We have no creed. Each Spiritualist 
may have a dozen fads if he please, aud 
pone will be heresy. If you have 
proven the fact of spirit communion 
and are a spiritual person, you can pre
fix your Spiritualism with any adjective 
you please and it will not be an obstacle 
in the way of tlie National Association’s 
efforts. It 1b a business association, 
and Its labors aro executive. The will 
of the majority 1b yet the safest for con
trol.

Manage the N. S. A. in a business 
manner and cease higgling about tech
nicalities that belong to individuals. A 
great business corporation is not often, 
aud need not be, paralyzed by differing 
opinions of its members upon all the va- 
rlouB social and political questions. ,

Can we not associate for humanita
rian purposes as Spiritualists and man
age our corporate-business without fads 
Interfering? We can find harmony in 
our individuality. We can agree to dis
agree.

We have a great work to do In tho 
world to destroy materialism and ig
norance. In whatever way . you help 
achieve human progress, you are help
ing Spiritualism and your adjective pre
fix is not a barrier to your usefulness 
nor need it militate against your affilia
tion with tho N. S. A. All are welcome 
who will work together for human prog
ress and be willing to make some sacri
fice.

There is a "unanimous converging 
work”in the N. S. A., and that is 1° 
prove spirit life and communion. All 
other Issues are subservient and that 
one binds us together in fraternal fel
lowship.

The great need of the world to-day is 
to prove the resurrection. That is the 
paramount privilege of the Spiritualist. 
All fads and opinions sink into Insignifi
cance beside this powerful and positive 
fact.

Changes in the organic law of the N. 
S. A. will be made as conditions de
mand. These cannot all be discerned 
at present; but they are retarded by in
active persons who fail to co-operate.

State associations are necessary and 
should be the units of the N. S. A., with 
all local auxiliaries their units—and 
this will be when all the states organ
ize. An exact uniform plan, of state or
ganization is not absolutely necessary; 
yet they should be in harmony of in
tent. This applies also to the local so
cieties. Exact similarity is not neces
sary for harmony or utility.

Individual members in state associa
tions are necessary until they become 
strong in local auxiliaries. The voting 
power is regulated by granting the local 
society delegates a vote for each of its 
members and the personal member of 
the state association a single vote. That 
plan works well in several state associ
ations and gives to their conventions a 
larger numerical power.

Missonary work should be done by 
each state association—and the N. S. A. 
should help each state.

Officers of the N. S. A. should be se
lected for their personal capacity irre
spective of state residence.

Officers’ messages and reports belong 
to the convention for information, aud
iting and legislative help. It is not suf
ficient to publish them in the Spiritual
ist press.

Fraud committed by mediums should 
be4ft hard; but, a public howl in our 
papers for all critics and opponents to 
gain a weapon to excite prejudice 
amongst the incredulous, should be 
stopped. We need thorough'organiza
tion so that we may inform each state 
association and they in return, each lo
cal society Of wrong-dofng by any 
speaker or medium In our cause—and 
also to In the same way commend right 
living and worthy capacity.

Protect good workers and see that 
they have support. Then fraud will 
pass away. There are a number of me
diums wuo do not use paraphernalia, 
nor give padded platform messages, in
deed, no medium of capacity and repu
tation should bo classed with fakirs 
who work outside of our organization. 
The organized cause will be our Protec
tion against fraud. Mediumship be 
used by the societies for spiritual pur
poses and spirit.communion and not for 
money-getting and a public sensuous 
display. Then the phenomena will be 
developed into a clearer and more posi
tive form. Lpt us get away from giv
ing “tests” and always “testing” the 
mediums. Let us use mediumship to 
secure spirit communion for the help
fulness it may bring to members of our 
organized- societies and thus prepare 
the way' for a better system of props- 
gatidh- Wo are always tryingto com 
vert the people and theft as Spiritual 
Ista relegate them to tlffi TCar. ‘; ’ -

Let societies employ and use medi
ums and relievo them from crude ]iab 
ronago to secure a simpler living. Wb 
have genuine mediums and they should

To the Editor:—In the brief space al
lotted mo, I can make only a general 
statement, concerning organization; It 
is a concentration of forces to be con
trolled by ono person, and its details 
performed by others under his direc
tion. Organization is essential to all 
associations In the execution of the pur
poses for . which individuals associate. 
But Its power, like a two-edged sword, 
may cut either way. The government 
of an organization 1b a reflex of rhe 
moral condition of its members—up out 
ward expression of the indwelling spir
it. The power is essential; the manner 
of its exercise is the main considera
tion.

To be efficient, organization should bo 
local, with a general head in which the 
local organizations should be repre
sented by delegates chosen from tlie lo
cal ones, something after the manner of 
the House of Representatives of the U.' 
B. Congress. The manner of detail 
must be determined In accordance, with 
the conditions that may arise, and will 
be directed by the delegates as they are 
wise or otherwise.

In regard to frauds aud their expos
ure, in Spiritualism, the same principle 
holds as in all other concerns. It is es- 
peeially incumbent on Spiritualists to 
expose fraud and trickery. The work 
of advancing the cause is in their 
hands to be controlled and directed by 
them, and to guard against fraud and 
imposture Ib a part of that work.

But it is no easy thing to do. The 
masses, encouraged and sustained by 
public sentiment, want It to appear as 
fraud. The scientists have set tlielr 
stakes, and of course, they oppose any 
change. The church Bees in the.. u<|X* “ 
vance of Spiritualism, its own doom and 
of necessity, opposes it. The dwellers 
of the spirit world return, and without 
a single exception, declare the essential 
dogmas of.the church to be false—no to
tal depravity, no immaculate concep
tion, no vicarious atonement, no end* 
less hell, no deification of man. When 
we consider the incalculable interests 
involved in ecclesiastical institutions— 
the authority and power tbe clergy ex
ercise and the wealth, dignity and hon
ors they enjoy, we can scarcely compre
hend the degree of effort that Ib put 
forUi to crush what Is felt to be their 
deadly enemy.

However, the most effectual antago- 
nism to Spiritualism consists in "fads" 
under various names, as Theosophy, 
Christian Science, and the like. Tbo 
strength of this antagonism Is meas
ured by tlie weakness, ignorance and 
superstition of tho masses. This is the 
fertile field for the opposition to work 
in. The most notable of this mode of 
intended exposure Is the work of T. J.

this writer is so plausible and his as
sumptions are so bold and positive, 
that many, like a drowning man catch
ing at a straw, seize It with avidity. At
tempts to expose physical manifesta
tions are tilings of the past, as they are 
generally conceded to be genuine.

E. J. SCHELLHOUS.
Rosedale, Kans.

Each one of the questions submitted 
in the circular letter are of vital im
portance, but time is needed in care
fully weighing for answering, and at ‘ 
present is an impossibility to me, But 
the one regarding to "exposing frauds’’ 
touches the Spiritualistic movement no 
closely, I cannot refrain from express. 
Ing an opinion. Some Spiritualists 
have been too lax, it seems, or rather 
too credulous in regard to manifesta, 
tlons, or what purports to be such. 
Truth cannot be crushed, only to rise 
again triumphant. Any man or wo
man guilty of using fraud in thc holiest, 
most sacred expression ot this religion, 
should be given their proper place be
fore the people. That which might 
seem fraud to me might be a surety to 
another. One must needs try the spir
its as well. But so long as Spiritualists 
fear Investigation, so long as they 
shrink from having the fraud exposed, 
so long will charlatanism help many 
hungry ones from seeking to under
stand this spiritual truth. The great
est care should be used, but once con
vinced of fraud and dishonesty, we are 
untrue to self, to our religion and our 
spirit friends if we do not denounce the 
injustice done in the name of spirit 
powers. No one need fear the light if 
they are true. The exposures and de
nunciations of frauds (so-called) in daily 
papers are too often sensationalisms, 
and not to be heeded. But the Spiritual 
papers are, it seems to me, the guides 
and credentials of many who sees to 
know and be known by, and their en
dorsements should be of value. Also 
there should be (because of the justice 
shown) just as much confidence felt in 
said papers that the frauds should be 
given full justice also. There is an op
portunity for petty spite there from en
emies which would make the position 
of the editor no sincure. But the real 
spirit which should animate him would 
never admit a publication without evl- 
dence at hand which could be produced^ - 
if needed to substantiate the thingg4^^- 
published. The time has come, it •* 
seems, when a weeding and weighing la 
needed and must come, that Spiritual
ists and Spiritualism shall stand before 
the world in its true light, and every 
state association has great opportune 
ties and duties as well to assist and 
keep its own true media in its own state 
recognized and the fraud from its act- 
iVS ^mr's^LLIE U" REYNOLDS,

New York State Missionary.

wrong in an Individual who sees only
fraud in every one he meets.

And the badness of fraud-hunter la 
criminal when such a person asks a 
medium to give a padded test just te 
help get money for tlie association.

Such an act may have been to “test 
the medium','’ but is damnable just the 
same. Such an Incident occurred at. a- 
late mass-meeting and was urged by a 
person ot prominence who is strenuous 
against fraud. Must a medium always 
tool that their friends arc liable to bo 
enemies? Must the mediums always 
bo treated as suspicious -characters?' 
Must their footsteps bo dogged by lui- 
man bloodhounds? can they not sit In . 
tho audionco instead ot upon tho plat
form, or talk to friends, without, being 
Buspicioncd of “hunting for tests?” Wo 
no longer need tests, lot us have mes
sages! Stop wholesale denunciation ot. 
mediums ami ontor' Into a co-operative c._ 
support of each one who promises zeal 
and integrity, and lot their works proto 
their character nnd. capacity. Only by 
organized cO-operation can wo conserve 
tho best and protect tho genuine- >

GEORGE W. KATE81
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F FREE AND FULL DISCUSSION FROM THE PACIFIC COAST IMPORTANT QUESTION COMPREHENSIVE VIEWS FROM THE PACIFIC COAST THE OPEN COURT AN EASY MATTER

omethlng About the Mlwlon of the 
Spiritualist Press/

r.r^

To answer the first question pro
pounded by the “Open Court,’* one 
Should be thoroughly conversant with 
the “organic law” of the N. 8. A., and I 
must plead guilty before your Open 
Court of paying very little attention to 
the manipulation of the N. S. A. affairs. 

■ i have great confidence in the executive 
head and the board of. directors.

I am sure Mr. Barrett has been tried 
and has never been found wanting. In 
fact as a rule the only ones who are 
anxious to have him removed are the 
fakes and those who do not believe in 
giving the reins of government Into tlie 
hands of one person too long, simply be
cause it gives opportunity to one to use 
tlie prestige of the office for personal, 
ends; but to what extent any one can 
truthfully say that of the present in- 

-tmmbent I know not. He is an earnest 
and faithful worker for the interest of 
the N. S. A. and the whole cause, and 

■ there seems to be so little tangible ob
jection to him that when election time 
comes around he is chosen to succeed 
himself.

To the second proposition, I am de
cidedly in favor of state associations 
and would have them uniform in all 
features of general interest, permit in
dividual membership and allow them to 
Vote only on* matters of general in
terest.

Upon your fourth question there is 
much that should be put in agitation. 
Every local association should be auxil
iary to a county association where it Is 
possible to so organize, and all county 
associations should become members, 
through the delegate system, of the 

. state association. But state associa- 
V tions must permit local societies to be- 
UK-come members, and also Individuals un- 

til county associations can be formed, 
\nd all state associations should be left 
to their own territory regarding the ap
pointment and sending out of mission
aries. It requires every dollar that can 
bo raised to support any sjate associa
tion and pay the National Association 
membership foes. Each state should 
be entitled to a pro rata representation 
In the convention, but no state should 
be entitled to more than one represen
tative on the board of trustees, and in 
States where there are no state associa
tions the local societies represented in 
the convention from such state should 
be compelled to unite and select one 
from such union to represent the inter
ests of their state on the board.

For various reasons the reports of the 
president, secretary, treasurer and mis- 
Bionaries should be published at least 
two weeks previous to the time for die 
annual convention, and a month would 
be better.

Now, to your seventh proposition 
there should attach more importance 
than to any other, for lu my bumble 
opinion therein lies the key to the situa- 

-. tlon.
The spiritual press should be an ave

nue through which to discuss all ques
tions germane to Spiritualism, and if 
the exposition of fraud isn’t germane to 
true Spiritualism I would like to know 
what Is. It is certainly right to let the 
world know that we do not father every
thing that crawls up under the cloak of 
Spiritualism. It certainly Is the duty of 
the spiritual press to furnish all the 
news pertaining to the cause it can be 
put in possession of.

In about ninety-nine cases In a hun- 
fired a thorough exposure of a fraudu
lent medium, or a so-called medium, Is 

/ a stride in the right direction and the 
y genuine medium cannot be exposed, be- 
j cause there Is no fraud connected with 
* the manifestation to expose. The hard

ship for the genuine medium Is not In 
ihe exposure of fraud but in its free
handed practice of it and the tenacity 
With which many of the oldest Spirit- 
ballets cling to those who are exposed 
and proven to be the rankest humbugs. 
It is pitiable, it is humiliating, it is pos
itively discouraging to note the readi
ness of many fairly intelligent Spirit
ualists to stand up for all that calls it
self mediumship, and control, and 
spirit

It Is the duty of the press to assist in 
the protection of genuine mediums and 
It should be the duty of all Spiritualists 
to keep the editors posted upon the ac
tion of all suspicious manifestations 
coming under their observation. While 
It might subject the proprietors to pros
ecution, legal annoyance and great ex
pense to publish everything that Is sent 
them regarding the doings of those who 
are roaming about in the guise of me
diums, they should publish all well au
thenticated testimony regarding expos
ures. This method ought to be adopted 
for the purpose of keeping the rank 

. and file posted and preventing others 
from being ‘'taken In and done up.” I 
know this makes very poor reading for 
those who think the best way to get rid 
of the jugglers is to just let them alone.

What a world thitf would be If we had 
no frauds In any branch of business or 
social life, but because we have, should 
we not try to hunt tl\em out and rid 
business and society of them?

One of the missions of the secular 
press Is to keep society straightened up 
and in good smooth working order and 
that should be the mission in part of 
the spiritual press. • >

DR. T. WILKINS.

A WESTERNER’S VIEWS.

[They Are Clearly and Cogently 
pressed.

Ex

w^* - To the Editor:—Your questions touch 
{ mainly upon points unfamiliar to West- 

■ ern Spiritualists, but I will give my 
V .views as it appears to me.

< First, the sending out of lecturers 
and mediums as missionaries is well; 
not to proselyte’man from his creed, 
but to set man to thinking. It would 
also be well to scatter broadcast facts; 
headed, “Food for Thoughts,” of a style 
similar to the “Answers to Questions,” 
of Brother Hudson Tuttle; short geo
logical essays, historical religious prog
ress, comparative literature of the last 
few centuries, etc., etc.; and thousands 
of live Spiritualists would gladly create 
a fund for same.

Second. It might suit an Eastern 
thickly settled state, but our Western 
cities are remote from each other, and 
Western men are fast outgrowing relig
ious organizations.

Third. I would deem it but just for 
each representative to have voting priv
ileges according to the number he rep
resents, and that such number of mem
bers whom he represents be noted on 
his credentials.

Fourth. Yes, as each field may de- 
manti a separate code of procedure, 
while the N. 9. A. officers may assist by 
council where needed.

Fifth. No, judging from precedents 
Of other grand bodies.

Sixth. Yes, if condensed; otherwise 
• it would be dry reading.

Seventh. Here is a point whereon 1 
. have voiced my ideas before. If 1 were 

J- an editor I would be tlie judge in all 
£ cases. Where exposures are made or 
^---complained of In a ,malicious or re- 

• ' vengeful spirit, they ought never to bo 
, published, nor where parties have not 

wholly proven on divers occasions that, . _ ______  _ Hulk Ityr Balo at this office. Price 10
pnowho protends to bo a medium is. cents. • : . ? . •

Expungelhe First Three Articles of Its 
Creed.

To the Editor:—Iu response to your 
very important questions I beg leave to 
return the following answers.

. Question 1. “What changes in its or
ganic law will make the N. 8. A. more 
efficient?’* Expunge tlie first three ar
ticles of its creed. Adopt nothing but 
what all Spiritualists can endorse, ex
cept perhaps the very few who claim 
that God speaks through them. Thous
ands of earnest people cannot and never 
will work for the N. S. A. so long as it 
retains that creed. They can see noth
ing in it but a return to churchianity.

Question 2. State associations are 
essential and they should be organied 
on a uniform plan.

Question 3. There should not be in
dividual membership in state associa
tions (A) because it gives them undue 
representation in the N. S. A. (b) be
cause it makes a false showing of the 
Spiritualist standing in that state, (c) 
because it throws the entire control of 
the public action of tlie Spiritualists 
into the hands of a clique. In ono state, 
some years since, the attendance at the 
annual meeting was so small that the 
rate of representation from local socie
ties was reduced from one for twenty 
members to ten; and every ordained or 
endorsed medium was made a member 
ex officio of the state organization. 
This makes the state board of directors, 
which ordains and endorses mediums, 
the controlling power of the state. The 
result is, that that very large state Is 
controlled by one city and Its immedi
ate suburbs, which furnish the great 
majority of the membeis of the yearly

'meetings.
Question 4. 

organized.
Question 5.
Question 6. 
To answer

Yes; where the state is

No.
Yes.

question seven requires
much careful thought and perhaps- 
more mildness of expression than some 
of us are accustomed to manifest. It is 
so revolting to all feelings of right and 
decency to make a pretense of being 
the spirit of some dear friend or rela
tive, that language seems inadequate to 
express tho detestation which should be 
meted out to the fraudulent imitator. 
And when this villainous practice is de
tected. it would seem that the least that 
the Spiritualist press could do would be 
to publish the facts furnished by re
sponsible parties. But there are seri
ous difficulties in the way. The fraud 
element, if not formally, is really an or
ganized force. If you breathe one word 
against one of the Fraternity you are 
blacklisted through the whole country. 
Thousands of superficial spiritists will 
put down any attempt at exposure, as 
prompted by jealousy or some base mo
tive, and will stop their paper. Again, 
when tlie paper has given its support to 
some unprincipled fraud it is very, 
very hard to come out and confess that 
its protege was an accomplished fraud. 
It is too much like “eating crow.” An
other difficulty is found in the fact that 
some frauds are genuine mediums. We 
know that moral character has nothing 
to do with mediumship, it depends 
upon tlie physiology, not the ethical 
character of tlie person. But such per
sons have no motive to fraud except the 
sordid passion for money by any means. 
They are the ones on whom we should 
sit down the hardest, as they are using 
genuine mediumship as a cloak for 
cheatery.

But the press ought to be on the 
watch for the welfare of the people, and 
when notified, by reliable persons, of 
Jhe perpetration of fraud, it should pub
lish the Information at once. The only 
excuse which ought to have any influ
ence, Is the liability to a suit for libel. 
But this should only cause a more thor
ough investigation, such as could leave 
no doubts as to the facts in the case. 
And when ascertained nothing should 
prevent the exposure of fraud.

But this brings me to what I consider 
the only successful cure of most of the 
fraudulent practices. And It takes me 
back to the first question as to what tne 
N. S. A. can do to promote Its efficiency. 
As I view the matter, and many agree 
with me, the N. S. A. and all other Spir
itualist organizations are doing the 
very work which makes fraud so possi
ble and so profitable. The N. S. A., 
state associations, camp-meetings and 
local societies all place mediums upon 
the public platform. To such an extent 
has this become the practice that a 
meeting would hardly be considered a 
Spiritualist one without a test medium

•on the platform. In the early years of 
the movement, (when its progress was 
most rapid, its converts the most nu
merous and its unity and fellowship 
most conspicuous, there were no plat
form shows of medlumistlc tests. That 
was all confined to the private circle. 
Departure from this method has pro
duced a wide spread demoralization of 
the movement.

And to such an extent has this gone 
that remedy is exceedingly difficult if 
not impossible. Platform* mediumship 
has become a distinct, money-making 
profession. In some of our large cities 
you cannot find a single large, well-or
ganized society supporting an able lec
turer. But you will find numerous pri
vate Sunday meetings run by plat
form mediums. Their interest in Spir- 
ituallsn^ is measured by the number of 
dimes taken at the door. Various de
vices are resorted to in order to attract 
audiences. The gross absurdities en
tertained by some Spiritualists have 
their origin largely In these personal 
cliques called Spiritualist meetings. 
Tho failure of the N. S. A. to secure a 
more general and effective organization 
Is mainly due to the wide-spread, influ
ence of these personal meetings. It 
has created a lack of all feeling of re
sponsibility to labor for the upbiuldlng 
of the cause. The great effort Is to 
keep up the private meeting and leave 
the larger movement to take care of it
self, only so far as it can be made to aid 
the personal interests of the private 
meetings. Now, if the N. S. A. and the 
state societies will unitedly attempt to 
exclude test mediumship from the plat
form and return to the method of the 
early days, something effective will be 
done to stamp out fraud. Gradually we 
shall establish a Spiritualism of which 
no one will be ashamed, and instead of 
a narrow sect with a creed endorsing 
exploded superstitions, we shall have a 
broad, progressive universalism.

. J. S. LOVELAND. 
Summerland, Cal.

wholly devoid of such heavenly gifts. -If 
a lying spirit deceives, It does not nec
essarily prove that the medium Is not 
honest, as we have.a few liars left here 
between tho barren shores or Labrador 
and the sun-kissed San DieJ^NS0N.

Pocatello, Idaho. . . ’ *

•• ’Lisbeth, a story of Two Worlds.” 
By Carrie & 8. Twlng. Richly imbued 
with tho philosophy of Spiritualism. 
Price $1. For sale at this office. '

••Spiritual songs , fur the Use of Cir
cles,-Camp-meetings and Other Spirlt- 
tmllstlc -Gatherings.” By Mattle E.

Should the Spiritualist Paper# Publish 
"Fraud Exposure#?*

The first thought naturally answers 
yes to this question; and, too, there 
seems to bo a demand that they should 
just as other newspapers do. But there 
is another side to tho question, and that 
is, that often these so-called “expos
ures” are as crude and unworthy of 
publication as are many of the so-called 
seance experiences,” and the pub

lisher of a Spiritualist paper should in 
the interests of truth be equally careful 
in “the exposure” and in “the test,” H 
the world is benefited by the publica
tion.

We all know the hostile attitude of 
society in general to the sublime truth 
of spirit return, for which Spiritualism 
stands; and knowing this, we are com
pelled to use discretion in respect to 
both tho “medium” and the “fraud,” aS' 
we read the reports made.

No person is more iu earnest in the 
affirmation of his belief in regard to the 
truth of Spiritualistic phenomena than 
I am, but the fact remains that, to me, 
with thirty years’ experience back of 
mo, there is need to judge every seance, 
as separate from every other, and cu its 
nwn merits, or demerits—and in our 
judgment of “Fraud,” os in our Judg
ment of.“value” in the phenomena pre
sented, we must not be too certain that 
we are infallible!

In case of “paraphernalia,” that 
bears every mark of earthly origin, we 
may safely say that Fraud 1b there, and 
yet there liave been instances when the 
paraphernalia was brought into the se
ance-room by those who came with the 
express purpose of “exposure;” conse
quently, I for one would say, let the ed
itor publisher of a Spiritualist paper 
have the same liberty in this, as we are 
compelled to accord to the editors and 
publishers of other newspapers. • In 
fact, they must have this liberty, and 
no one should be offended if they de
cline articles of this nature, as well as 
articles pertaining to other matters. 
Surely the publisher of a Spiritualist 
paper is as deeply interested in every
thing Spiritualistic as any of us. He 
has proven his position as a Spiritualist 
by putting hls money into the work; 
and “money talks;” he Is all the time 
Investigating and hls well-trained mind 
is therefore better Judge, it seem to 
me, than Is the hot haste of one who 
perhaps has only just begun investiga
tion.

But now, on the other hand; how aro 
we to rid ourselves of these parasites, 
fakes, frauds? True it is, that ’tia 
easier to tell of wrongs in a body po
litic, than it is to prescribe a remedy; 
but to my mind there appears but one 
remedy, and that Is, that we prove the 
medium, as wc prove other men, by the 
touchstone of personal character; 
prove tlie man, the woman; and if these 
are right, then we may trust them as 
“mediums"’ It a person has by III con
duct proven him or herself unworthy of 
confidence, then 1 think publishers are 
not only justified in exposure of such; 
but from their position, are called upon 
to do so, whenever circumstances are 
such, that they can; for are not these 
editors and publishers our “watchmen 
upon the walls,” as well as our leaders 
in the new realms of spiritual truth?

Chicago, Ill. J. O. M. HEWITT.

VIEWS OF A NOTED WORKER.

Love the Spiritual Law of Gravitation.

For an expression of views upon the 
organization of the N. 8. A. and auxil
iary state associations, 1 feel that there 
are so many others so much more ca
pable and possessed of finer executive 
ability than myself, that are prepared 
to give an opinion In regard to that 
part of the subject, that I resign in 
their favor. Opinions are of more 
weight wheq expressed by those who 
know, than by those who think, and as 
ray knowledge upon the result of cer
tain lines of thought is exceedingly lim
ited, therefore if my thought were put 
into execution the result no doubt 
would not be as efficient as the present 
condition of affairs.

I will pass on to the seventh question 
regarding tho insertion in the spiritual 
press of the exposure of trickery in me
diumship. That is a very important 
question, and also a very delicate one. 
If we could divest humanity of person
ality ,we might be able to judge, and 
then, If we could, I suppose we would 
cease to be human. I believe the Naz- 
arene’s command, “Neither do I con
demn thee—go and sin no more,” need 
not necessarily be confined to the wo
man taken in adultery, but in all ac
tions of our fellow man. Spiritualists, 
above all classes of people, realize and 
know that “As ye sow, so shall ye 
reap;” and if any mediums perpetrate 
fraud, In that case, as In all cases, inex
orable law prints upon their lives here 
and now its just reward. I do feeL 
though, that a little notice with their 
names attached, stating that “Mr. and 
Mrs. ‘So and So’ ” have not yet grown 
to the required standard of unfoldment 
and are not fitted for public teachers, 
would nqt be detrimental. A correc
tion administered in a spirit of love and 
kindness is much more beneficial with 
grown-up children, as well as with our 
little ones. In publishing verbatim ac
counts of Spiritualists’ exposures of 
mediums, if you or any other represen
tative of our press could know that all 
personality of the writer was elimi
nated, then it might be beneficial; but 
mediums are only mortal, and though 
they may not descend to • dishonesty, 
they mike their mistakes and thereby 
innocently, many ^mes, arouse the per
sonality of some one, and the account 
portrays the human attributes of the 
writer.

What are you going to do with medi
ums who are “thirty years before the 
public,” and who assist the spirits? 
Are you going to throw away all the 
wheat because there is some chaff 
amongst it? A pure and unadulterated 
impostor along Spiritualistic lines ex
poses himself every time he-speaks or 
acts; and give him rope enough and he 
will soon hang himself. He Is really 
not worthy of space in ^ny of the col
umns of our valuable press. But our 
weak ones who are negative to all con
ditions—and no one but a Spiritualist 
can fully know what that means—need 
not our condemnation, but our moral 
support, teaching then) from our deeper 
insight how to be negative to the good 
and positive to the undeveloped and 
still retain their God-given gifts of pure 
mediumship. I condemned once from 
what I considered my duty. I now know 
that a higher Jaw had judged, and my 
petty stand only brought what I de
served, unhappiness, to myself; for 
while our hearts are torn by. unkind 
thoughts of our brother, inharmony 
reigns in our inner temple, and the sea 
of life is tossed and troubled. .Weaker 
strong, perfect or imperfect, we are all 
one* family, children of ono great 
source, and the motive' power that 
causes us to wffeel through space in 
our eternal march of progression, is 
love, the spiritual law of gravitation, 
holding us all in our proper places. .

’ ESTHER GIDEON THOMAS. ' 
- Seattle, Wash.

As Expressed by the Secretary of tho 
National SpiritualIsVAfcsoblation.

Having received a copy of your cir
cular letter, with the request fox an ex
pression of opinion on seven* questions 
of vital importance to all loyal Spirit- 
pallets, which it propounds; *1* will en
deavor to briefly state iny thoughts up
on tho same. In the preamble to tbe 
Constitution and By-Laws of-the N. 8. 
A., we read that the earnest Spiritual
ists who founded this organization* did 
so, “In order to form a more perfect and 
powerful working organization, estab
lish intelligent co-operation, insure 
harmonious action ana: ‘financial suc
cess, provide for the education and pro
tection of mediums and speakers, pro
mote the general welfare of the Cause, 
and secure the blessing of liberty aud 
protection under the law, to ourselves 
and our posterity as a people.” This, 
then, may be considered tbe “Organic 
law”—or at least a part of it—of the 
N. 8. A., which the Thinker wishes to 
know if we should change.

It seems to me that this preamble' 
contains within itself nothing that calls 
for radical change, but that on the con
trary, it is broad and wise enough to 
call for the approval of all progressive 
Spiritualists; The question is, can the 
N. 8. A. fulfill this law, and thus prove 
Itself a blessing to tbe Cause and to 
humanity? That the N. 8. A. has done 
very much in the special lines enum
erated In its preamble—as in other 
practical ways not included in the 
same—the records of the work of this 
office, and of the workers generally in 
behalf of this association, will amply 
show. But the N. 8. A. has beeu 
cramped and limited, largely—till re
cently—for lack of funds, and greatly 
by tho cold opposition it has met with 
from thousands of Spiritualists who 
have not given it credit fqr its work 
and objects. If the N. 8. A. can move 
on and accomplish for Spiritualism 
what It aims to do, Its fundamental 
law will bo found to be practical, and 
helpful to humanity.

“Aro State Associations essential? 
If so should they not be organized on 
a unlfornl pla^?” As yet, I am not de
cided If State Associations are essen
tial, tnough I am inclined to think they 
are, I know they are capable of doing 
great good; I also know there are many 
local societies in States where State 
Associations exist, that refuse to affili
ate with the latter. Out of all the 
States in the Union, but seventeen have 
State organizations, and some of the 
latter have scarcely life enough to 
breathe. I am not opposed to State 
organizations, I feel they should be en
couraged, and well founded, and when 
so, they should have charge of tbe mis
sionary work in their territory. ■ The 
section of the country, and other mat
ters might need consideration, in decid
ing if all State Associations be of uni
form character, and if all should have 
only delegate membership. .. I believe, 
whore a State Association is composed 
of lay members only it should have the 
samo representation as any other so
ciety made up of individual, members.

In consideration of the fact that the 
N. S. A. has auxiliaries in nearly every 
State in the Union, it certainly would 
seem but Just thnt not more’ than one 
member of the board should be elected 
from any one State; and yet we are 
confronted by tho fact that three mem
bers dwell In the city of Washington. 
Headquarters being here, It is essen
tial that the secretary' reside' here, tho 
same may be said of the treasurer, and 
as the executive committee is composed 
of five members of the board, and that 
three of those are a majority, which of
ten must decide upon important mat
ters that will not brook delay—such for 
instance, as matters connected with 
court affairs on defending wills, three 
of which have been before us this year; 
also, attending to tho care of our me
diums as beneficiaries, and any number 
of matters that may come up for in
stant attention, it is necessary for the 
majority of the executive committee to 
be within easy reaching ^8^ce of 
headquarters, and these thrce members 
are the treasurer, secretary and one 
trustee.

As for the publication of the annual 
reports of the officers and mission
aries, in the Spiritualist papers, In ad
vance of conventions, I will state that 
the secretary has for the past three 
years sent her report to the Spiritual 
press In advance of conventions, and 
in one paper at least, it has annually 
appeared; other reports have also been 
printed before conventions. It is im
possible for us to get the financial re
ports in the papers, as the fiscal year 
does not close till October, and we then 
have to make up our accounts, and bal
ance the books for .the year.

Question number 7 Is of the greatest 
Importance to all Spiritualists, and as 
an individual I do most certainly be
lieve that all fraud and Illegal prac
tices on the part of mediums, or pre
tended mediums, should be exposed, 
and condemned in no uncertain terms. 
I know that sometimes a genuine me
dium may be In what seems to be a con
dition of fraud, and that great injustice 
might be done to one such by hasty con
demnation, but In cases where there 
can be no doubt of the deception prac
ticed, and the unscrupulous character 
of the trickster, I think the Spiritual 
press should-expose the fraud and the 
practitioner of it, and make his—or 
her—name a thing for public print.

These, Mr. Editor, are my opinions 
In brief, on the questions you so perti
nently ask, and in closing, allow me to 
say, that the N. S. A. has no cause to 
complain of the lack of courteous 
treatment of it, on the part of the 
editors and managers of,the Spiritual 
papers, for it has received great and 
blessed help from each one, and its 
earnest thanks are tendered to yourself 
and all editors of ^e Spiritual press, 
for such timely aid.

MARY(T. LONGLEY, 
Nf;s. Ab Secretary.

SHOW THEM UP! 
---- 4-~ -w 

Only the False and FraiidMent 
Closest Sbrutiny^

Fear

To the Editor:— Replyih& to your in
terrogatory circular^a copy1 of which is 
before me, I will say with reference to 
the first question: Sb lon£ hs the terri
tory contiguous to'the session Is per
mitted to vote all members that may 
be present at any session,-selfish ends 
in the interest of such territory will be 
subserved, thus engendering bickerings 
and hard'feelings. As a remedy I would 
suggest, all local societies be chartered 
by and under control of the state asso
ciations, which should bo uniform. 
State associations, . composed of dele
gates from local societies, whose offi
cers should bo elected by . such dele
gates. Local societies having one vote 
for each ten members or . fractional 
part of ten over six. State associations 
electing delegates to constitute the Na
tional’ and empowering such delegates’ 
to cast the entire vote of the state 
when transacting business in National 
session. This would create a laudable 
ambition In each state to Increase Its
vote by a thorough organization of tho 
state into local societies. I passport to respectable society.

’ There should not bo individualTnem-1 ’ ' BEN F.’ HARDEN
hoi'S in either state or National assocla-1 Indianapolis, Ind.

The Relation of the N. S. A. to Its Con
stituents.

To the Editor:—Your allotment to 
address the “Open Court, at hand, To 
me! there are but two essential ques
tions needed as a basis on which to 
build a platform whereon every Spirit
ualist can unite. They are: “Is spirit 
return possible? Can the spirit world 
communicate intelligently with those in 
the earth life?” On these, as a corner
stone, rests all the development of 
growth in spiritual knowledge. What
ever other frills or robing is gathered 
about these points, are but the simple, 
ideal conception of inquiring minds, and 
should not be pushed forward for ac
ceptation, simply because one active 
mind lias dreamed the dream.

The rallying slogan of the primitive 
Christiane was: “Christ and him cruci
fied.” Let ours as Spiritualists be: 
’'The possibility of communion with 
those gone before.” It is the point of 
union, and not of divergence, that all 
true Spiritualists seek. Time will set 
all the rest exactly right.

I believe that any change in the or
ganic law of the N. 8. A. that shall 
make it more compact, harmonious and 
instant for action will add to its effi
ciency.

Without state associations I do not 
believe that the N. 8. A. can ever be 
more than a beautiful, ideal phantasy, 
representing nothing but itself. But 
becoming the .representative really of 
the state association, it will stand as 
they do, for every unit composing tbe 
whole body of Spiritualists in each 
state. All the associations should fol
low the same general, uniform plan ot 
fundamental law.

Provisions should be made for indi
vidual members of the state associa
tion. But I do not think they should 
have a vote greater than one-tenth of 
a whole vote.

The responsibility of all Spiritual
istic work, propaganda or otherwise, 
should rest upon the state association 
within whose territory it is carried on. 
Not as to dogma, or creed; but that It Is 
well done, by persons who are honest, 
earnest believers in the truth of what 
they do and teach.

It does not seem wise to lequlre 
more than one delegate from each state 
of the Union, on the board of trustees; 
but this delegate should have the power 
to name a proxy, if by any reason inca
pacitated to serve out the term for 
which elected.

It might save time to publish the ad- 
interim reports of the officers before 
the meeting of the convention. But 
would It be parliamentary to report to 
any other body, or at any other place 
than the N. 8. A. legally called and re
ceiving the reports to an appropriate 
committee and acting upon their report.

I believe that fakes and frauds 
should be always exposed without fear 
or favor by the papers to whom we 
trustfully look for our information on 
Spiritualistic affairs. It will help weed 
out from our ranks those who are in
clined to be tricky.

These are personal opinions. While 
I have reasons to back them, space will 
not allow me to elaborate.

W. P. PHELON, M. D.
San Francisco, Cal.

IMPRESSIVE WORDS.

Let Integrity Build the House Where 
Life and Honor Love to Dwell.

Regarding tlie questions propounded 
in “An Open Court,” a uniform plan for 
the state associations, and a uniform 
number of representatives from each S. 
S. A. to the senatorial body of the N. S. 
A., at Washington, commends itself to 
my view. As to query No. G: The pub
lication of the reports should precede 
the October meeting, thereby contribu
ting toward the adequate preparation of 
the representatives.

As to query No. 7: It is the plain duty 
of the spiritual press to publish all ob
tainable facts and expose 'fraud when
ever found. Right wrongs no ifian.

“Expose fraud and trickery wherever 
found,” is a sound and honest principle. 
Let Integrity build the house where life 
and honor love to dwell. To condone 
trickery and.deception (n this matter is 
about as.bad as to originate It. No no
ble cause can afford to do it. If the 
conscious receiver of stolen goods is as 
bad as the thief, and the utterer of 
counterfeit money as guilty as the 
maker, it is difficult to see how the con
doner of lies and deceit In Spiritualism 
is to be excused for any share in per
verting or suppressing known facts or 
in consciously misinterpreting them.

It might, at first, challenge belief 
that any one could be seriously inter
ested in Spiritualism, ^either as religion, 
philosophy or science, who was so mor
ally perverted as to wish to condone or 
excuse conscious rascality in the phe
nomena. Do they love the darkness be
cause their deeds are evil? But just 
here we may recall that sophistry which 
is associated with the Jesuitical doc
trine that “It is right to do evil that 
good may follow;” or, the (desired) 
end justifies the (iniquitous) means, 
etc. Some of these persons seem to 
think that a “lie, well stuck to, is as 
good as the truth.” Indeed they have 
no idea of the sacredness and majesty 
of truth. They are inclined to echo 
Richard’s sentiment, ’If not with heav
en, why hand In hand with hell!”

May these unhappy ones learn to see 
better for their own souls’ sake.- May 
the source and power of Truth and 
Goodness give them the moral and spir
itual strength always to do right, to tell 
truth and defend it to the death If need 
be;.for what were continued existence 
worth if purchased at tho price of all 
that makes life dear and honorable?

. “As the body is purified by water, so 
Is the soul purified by Truth.”

Boston, Mass. J. P. COOKE.

tlon. If so permitted, many would join
and thus shirk duty in their 
local society. If admitted at 
only as honorary members 
voice in any legislation.

It should devolve upon the

home or 
all, then 
with no

state or-
ganization to perform all missionary 
work within its borders.. Where there 
iszno state organization, such territory 
should be unddr the National jurisdic
tion until so organized. All state and 
national reports of officers should he 
sent'.to local societies. National offi
cers’ reports should be in the hands of 
its delegates a month before the Octo
ber annual, so that all delegates might 
be acquainted with all work in band, 
thus saving much time and expense.

With reference to Question No. 7, I 
would say Truth only asks a hearing, 
ft Is only the false that fears the closest 
scrutiny in Spiritualism as in every
thing else. I wquld say show them up, 
hew to the line, lei the chips fall where 
they may, The time has come when 
honesty, morality, manhood as well ns 
mediumship should be demanded by tlie 
public. I hope to see tho day when 
something more than mere mediumship
either true or protended, shall bo a

Spiritualism Should Always Stand for 
Integrity.

The Progressive Thinker is certain
ly entitled to great credit in inaugurat
ing tbe system of symposiums which 
from time to time have graced its 
columns. Nothing, in my judgment, 
more clearly distinguishes the old 
method from the new, and sets forth 
so clearly the distinctive difference be
tween the old theological and the spin 
Huallstic methods. i

The one, limited by credal bound
aries, while in the other there is per
fect freedom of thought and expression 
regardless of what any other person 
may think orisay. Modern Spiritualism 
is the only Religion, if religion it be, 
in which there is a fair field and no 
favor in the expression of honest opin
ion. In ypur Open Court you again call 
for this freedom of expression from 
your numerous correspondents, and, no 
doubt as heretofore there will be wide 
difference of opinion.

I am unable to say what changes in 
the organic law will make the U. S. A. 
more efficient, but am perfectly willing 
to leave this matter to the wisdom of 
the delegates assembled.

Regarding State Associations, it is 
my opinion they are not essential and 
for the reason that it Is almost impos
sible at the present time <c make them 
effective. The N. S. A. is already in the 
field and it should not only live, but 
thrive. It is a well known fact that 
the local societies everywhere are hav
ing all, and in many cases more, than 
they can do, to sustain their organiza
tions, and when you add to this the 
burden of sustaining a State organiza
tion as well as National, it is alto
gether too much for the pocketbook of 
the average Spiritualist. Could we 
have effective and well sustained State 
organizations, the responsibility of mis
sionary work in their respective terri
tories would naturally devolve upon the 
State organization, but as the case now 
stands, if any effective missionary 
work is performed it must be continued 
by tlie N. 8. A. Let local societies
everywhere charter under tho N. S. 
as was first proposed and dqne.

In my judgment It was a mistake to
permit such chartering because of a 
State organization, especially as State 
organizations as a rule exist only in 
name. We should by all means sus
tain tho N. S. A. and this could be 
easily done If all professed Spiritualists 
would give the small sum of twenty-five 
cents yearly for the purpose of main
taining an effective missionary force. 
True, we have many Spiritualists who 
aro blessed with more than a compe
tence of worldly possessions, and who 
can give much more than the sum men
tioned, and many of these have re
sponded nobly to tho needs of the hour, 
while many more are waiting for a 
more convenient season or waiting to
change worlds and leave their 
to litigation.

We now have at least three 
where wealthy Spiritualists, if

wealth

places 
so in-

dined, can put their money with the 
assurance that It will be used to further 
the best interests of Spiritualism and 
prove a lasting good to future genera
tions.

The N. 8. A., the Medium’s Home and 
the Morris Pratt Institute are all 
worthy institutions and calculated to 
do a practical and very much needed 
work, and should be generously sus
tained.

It seems to me that no State should 
be entitled to more than one representa
tive on the board of trustees, and that 
all annual reports might be printed in 
the Spiritual press prior to assembling 
In convention, thus having more time 
for the consideration of other import
ant matters.

Question No. 7 as stated In “The 
Open Court” circular does in my opin
ion very deeply concern every Spirit
ualist in the United States. Spiritual
ism should not be an exception to the 
general rule adopted by all honest in
vestigators after truth—expose fraud 
and trickery wherever found. The 
trickster and fakir when known to be 
such, should not only be exposed, but 
some method should be adopted by the 
Spiritualist press to inform honest peo
ple who these tricksters are. Under 
the law of libel it is somewhat risky to 
publish names, but the necessity for 
this remains if we would drive this ele
ment from the field. How would the 
suggestion offered by Harry J. Moore 
operate, if put in practice? “Keep a 
standing list of honest and reputable 
workers in all the Spiritualist papers, 
and shut the others out.” Right here 
we will be met with the objection that 
theere is no medium, however worthy, 
who has not been considered a fraud by 
somebody, and while this is true, none 
know so well as Spiritualists that there 
are tricksters posing as Spiritualists 
and mediums and who are daily swind
ling the public. It would be well, how
ever, to heed the advice of Davy
Crockett: “Be sure you are right, and 
then go ahead.” To accuse of fraudu
lent practice without absolute proof Is 
very unjust, but where fraud and the 
grossest immorality are known to exist, 
not to expose is akin to criminality. In 
a late number of The Banner of Light, 
it was stated that “one adventuress 
and all around deceiver was forced to 
leave one of the great centres of spirit
ual instruction only a few days ago. 
Who was this person: What a P 
we can not know and thus be guarded 
against her in other localities. Injus
tice to all honest mediums and all,de
cent Spiritualists such persons should 
be known all over the United States.

Spiritualism and Spiritualists should 
stand for honesty, for integrity in me
diumship and a decent morality, and if 
the Cause can not stand the expunging 
of the tricksters and dead-beats gener
ally, then let it give place to Christian 
Science, Theosophy or the Salvation 
Army. This has been my position in 
the past, and I can see no reason for 
changing, at the present time.

San Dlega, Cal. WILL C. HODGE.

How Some of Our Readers Can 
Make Money.

Haring read of tho success of some of your 
readers soiling Dish-washers, I have tried tho 
work with wonderful success. I have not made 
less than 59.00 any (lay for tho last six months. 
The Mound City Dish-washer gives good satis
faction and every family wan is oue. A Indy can 
wash and dry tho dishes without removing her 
gloves and can do tho work in two minutes. I 
got my sample machine from tho Mound City 

. Dish-washing Co., of St. Louis. Mo. I used it 
to take orders and sold 12 Dish-washers the first 
day. Tho Mound City Dish-Washer Co. will 
start you. Write thorn for particulars. Ladies 
can do as well as men. John F. M.

“Beyond the Vail," A
",RC“% tUC. V“"'” Bc,“S ™U>!)n- 
tiOD, With notes and explanations, of 
narrations and Illustrations of spirit ex
periences, spoken, written and made by 
full-form materializations; setting «p “ 
scientific and personal verification 
“What We Shall Be,” and .a code OL 
ethics, requisite to tbe niosFspeedy re
alization of the highest'and purest fe
licity attainable In the future life, A 
very remarkable book. Large,* octavo, 
500 pages. Price, $1.75. •_

“The Romance of Judo. A Story of 
the Life and Times of tho Nazareno and 
ills People.” ..Through the mediumship
of Mrs. M. T. Longley. An Intensely in- 

1 terosting book. Neatly bound lu cloth 
v and gilt. Only 50 cents. .

To Stand on the Outside and Comment

To the Editor:—In reply to your ap
peal, “An Open Court,” an expression 
regarding questions of vital importance, 
I will say:

It Is quite easy for us to stand on tho 
outside and comment, and the world iu 
full of people who seem to draw the sus
tenance of their existence in this man- 
ner.' Such persons can tell us all about 
managing the government as to polit
ical and economics, and even personal 
affairs, but when 't comes to active 
work they fall shurt. ' r’

The N. S. A. U yet In its infancy, be
ing a child o' less than ten years, yet ’ 
our cause ha\ been greatly benefited by 
its birth.

It is qu! /> essential and necessary 
that we af Spiritualists should have a 
center or head, not only for the better
ment of conditions conducive to good 
work as a body, but that we may stand on 
a level with other organizations, taere- 
by having our influence felt throughout 
the land.

Through the efforts of the N. S. A. we 
have been recognized in the courts of 
the land as a religious body, and will in 
time be able to claim what is left to us 
as bequests, etc., without the cry of In
sanity, etc., given as a means toward 
making such bequests Invalid.

The N. S. A. has made it possible for 
us to call in our healers in many states, 
and I dare say it will continue to fight 
the medical trusts until perfect freedom 
along these lines is established.

Through its teachers and missiona
ries and printed matter we have been 
able to reach people who have other
wise been isolated.

Personally 1 have no comment to 
make In regard to the official board, and 
feel from Its first inception those con
nected with the organization have done 
•the best they knew.

You ask what organic changes win 
make the N. 8. A. effective. My answer 
is every change that will supplant 
strength fpr weakness, and if a weak 
link Is found in the chain, either 
through offices or by-laws, etc., change 
by forging a new link of better material.

In answer to the question whether 
state associations are essential, 1 an
swer in the affirmative; they are Inched 
necessary and should bi/organlzud-on a 
uniform plan. It Is iq^qialBkm\there / 
should be individual members of\sald ( 
associations, having full voting pnvi- / 
lege, and the responsibility of all mfKJ 
slonary work in Its own territory rest 
upon the state association. I hardly , 
feel that any state should be entitled td 
more than one representative on tho 
board of trustees of the N. 8. A, and 
there are auxiliaries in almost every 
state, and the spirit of partiality should 
be avoided as much as possible.

I agree with you in thinking, much 
valuable time could be saved at our an
nual conventions if reports of (he presi
dent, secretary, treasurer and mission
aries were printed In the Spiritualist pa- 
perk prior to the October meeting; but 
there are so many Spiritualists who do 
not take Spiritualist papers, who only 
go to conventions and camp-meet Ings 
once a year—who perhaps would feel 
they were not getting all if each and ev
ery item was not presented to their dis
secting ability; to keep peace and har
mony In the family 1 feel a good plan 
would be to have a vast number of 
these papers on hand, and when our 
good brothers and sisters get the full 
report complaint, present them with 
one (at the same time request they sub
scribe for a paper) and tell them “Go 
way back and sit down” and read and 
digest its full contents to their heart’s 
content.

These reports are necessary and re
quire much hard work on the part of 
the writers to get them ready and 
should be in the possession of those 
who appreciate and desire them.

Your question regarding trickery in 
mediumship would be a poser to sonic, 
especially those afflicted with the “sup
pressing spirit,” yet It Is a vital ques
tion and should be well considered. 
While I do not believe In listening to 
the gossip tongues, I fully believe In the 
necessity of demanding honest work in 
every instance. There are, however, 
persons who will call “fraud” to every
thing which does not exactly come up 
to their estimate, and great care should 
be taken that no Innocent person be in
jured by these presumptuous ones.

When a publisher receives accounts 
of exposures of trickery done in the 
name of Spiritualism, they should be 
satisfied of their informant’s reliability, 
either by sworn statements or some
thing quite as binding, as to the truth
fulness of said statements, then, with
out exception or prejudice expose the 
fraud wherever found.

It has often been said (and is in a 
measure true) that the "greatest dan
ger to our cause, is within our own 
ranks.”

We.can certainly compel the world lo 
respect us if we respect ourselves—and 
when we strive to eliminate all trlckerv 
from our ranks we are purging them or 
the worst enemy, thereby cleansing our 
own doorsteps, and until we can do this 
let us cease to throw stones at atheists, 
churches, theosophy and all other isms.

While I have no sympathy with the 
crank or fraud hunter, It is an appalling 
fact that our beautiful and soul-lifting 
cause is injured in many places by mis
creants who pose as mediums, but 
when wo stop to think that the world 
to-day is run almost entirely upon tho 
competitive system, we are not sur
prised that the same spirit enters relig
ious bodies. To my mind mediumship 
does not necessarily spiritualize and the 
man or woman who, as a salesman will 
adulterate tea, coffee, etc., or give short 
measure or delight in scandal will be 
apt to hold to the old tendencies on be
coming a medium. We hear much said 
from our rostrums of like attracting 
like, such being the case the incentive 
for honesty must be from within .it we 
want its display in our daily lives.

In conclusion I wish to state that the 
editor of The Progressive Thinker has 
been just and tearless in‘his denuncia
tion of this most heinous crime, the 
adulteration of spirit phenomena for 
which he should have the support of ev
ery earnest and honest worker and fol
lower in our ranks.

May he continue in hls grand efforts. 
May we have more like him as well as 
like our worthy president of the N. S. 
A., that our cause may grow and flour
ish in all lands upon our earth.

GEORGIA GLADYS COOLEY.

‘Spirit Echoes.” By Mattle E. Hull. 
This pretty volume contains fifty-seven 
of the author’s latest and choicest 
poems. Neatly bound in cloth, aud with 
portrait of the author. Price 75 cents.
“Right Generation the Key to tho 

Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.” By 
Dr. M. E. Conger. An appeal to reason 
nnd man’s highest aspirations, A plea 
tor justice and equality In all the rela
tions of life between men nnd women. 
Cloth. 75 cents; leatherette. 50 cents.

= “Wedding Chimes.” By Delpha Peart 
Hughes. A tasty, beautiful and appro
priate wedding souvenir. Contains mar
riage ceremony, marriage certificate,' 
etc., with choice matter In poetry and 
prose.' Specially designed for tho use . 
Of tbe Spiritualist and Liberal ministry.
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Our Symposium and Our Cause.
We doubt not that all who are inter

ested in the welfare of the cause of 
Splrtuallsm, and especially of the N, S. 
A., will read with interest the presenta
tion of the views of the many thinking 
Spiritualists whose thoughts are pre
sented iu this issue of The Progressive 
Thinker,

While, as was to have been'expected, 
there are divergences of opinions, yet 
on the whole there Is substantial una
nimity; and whatever divergences may 
exist, there remains underneath all a 
stalwart love for tlie cause, that augurs 
well for the future of Spiritualism. Dis
crepancies In minor matters do not 
abate love for the great grand cause 
which means so much to the world; so 
much for the liberation of humanity 
from mental thrall to dark and djeary 
theological systems of thought and be
lief, and the enlargement of man to 
higher and better ethics and religious 
ideas.

True Spiritualism signifies mental 
freedom, soul growth, spiritual enlarge
ment, expansion in ethical ideals, the 
upliftment and betterment'of man for 
the present life and for that which is to 
come.

In these things all true Spiritualists 
can agree, and while differing in opin
ions concerning many matters, they cau 
walk harmoniously together onward to
ward the ideals ot their spiritual aspi
rations, leaving each free to hold hls or 
her own views.

Spiritualism is essentially a system 
of endless expansion in knowledge and 
spiritual growth. It cannot be com
pressed Into the mold of any man’s or 
association's formal creed. It is larger 
than our human thought, which par
takes of our human limitations which 
will be outgrown in the vast future, in 
realms of yet larger limitations. On
ward—onward forever—for the finite 
never can fill the infinite.

Spiritualism is illimitable—our con- 
Ceptiofis of It can never reach and cir
cumscribe its boundless fullness, in a 
concrete finite* measurement.

Were Spiritualism limitable. It would 
not meet the demands of man's pro
gressive spiritual nature—hence creeds 
can never satisfy, for they fix non-ex- 
pansive limits to human thought.

But with real mental freedom—we 
can unite as Spiritualists all, in love 
and work for Our Cause—Spiritualism.

Spiritualism is not a system of theo
logical religion; its import is not dog
matism about God; but rather does it 
relate to man and.his present and fu
ture well-being. Its spirit is not—to 
coin a word—god-arlan; . but in the 
largest and intensest sense humanita
rian—it pertains to Man In his essential 
nature and mutual relations.

Hence it is that, while allowing 
widest diversity of opinions, there -is 
oneness of thought and purpose in tho 
vital essence ot our Cause, and its 
grand ultimate—the upbuilding of hu
manity ever toward higher and better 
ideals.

There is but one way to correct the 
errors in the ranks ot Spiritualism, and 
that is by agitation. Tho world, not un
derstanding, may find fault with us. 
The secular press may ridicule us and 
place us in the lower scale of institu
tions of the earth, aud that need not 
worry us; they do not understand. 
They cau only see through eyes of prej
udice and ignorance, aud that always 
means intolerance; but we must give 
love for hatred, tolerance for intoler
ance, and strive to see our own faults 
and correct them.

The time is almost at hand for an up
heaval in the soil that is nurturing 
tares. If we have a great truth be
neath all this charlatanism, it must be 
brought out to be kissed by tlie morning 
sun aud unfolded into a perfect truth.

We do not need to go out into the 
highways and byways, or on the house
tops and cry aloud unto all the world 
that there are those in our ranks who 
are substituting mundane methods for 
obtaining manifestations, and. who are 
base enough to call them spiritual mani
festations; the world knows it now bet
ter than they know us and our truth; 
but we must make an effort, perhaps a 
quiet effort would be most effective.

Something must be done in tills re
spect if we would perpetuate the name 
of Spiritualism. The principles are be
ing instilled, unconsciously into almost 
every church in the laud, and here and 
there a sensitive is being controlled by 
spirit power to perform wonders; this 
occurs in tbe church as often as any
where else. All these things help Spir
itualism as a principle, but as an insti
tution it has but little effect for good.

We Would cast no cloud of gloom over 
the bright aspirations of anyone, but 
We must present stubborn facts some
times to make our beloved brothers and 
sisters look at the real situation with
out disguise. However, this is only tell
ing of It, for tlie facts caunot yet be re
lated in their appalling nature.

The work of progression means push
ing on, but unless we go up into dry
dock occasionally and scour the barna
cles off the bottom of the old ship, she 
will go to the bottom of the sea.

Tlie cause that is so deal to our 
hearts is worth cleansing and remodel
ing once in awhile. Much of tills de
pends upon thoroughly organizing 
throughout the country by states and all 
into a strong National. This does not 
mean to tear down the present National 
Association aud organize anew, but 
with the present organization strength
ened we can have the power to place an 
effective sanction upon all the,genuine 
manifestations, and that of itself will 
also place a brand of condemnation 
upon tbe spurious.

The medium who has remained true 
to tlie genuine gift ot the spirit will 
eventually be the only one sought for 
proof of spirit return, and no matter 
how meager, no matter what kind are 
his or her manifestations, to know they 
are genuine will suffice to endear them 
to the friends of truth.

It is natural for mankind to imitate 
something that is of value and in spirit
ual manifestations there is proof of a 
future state of existence; something 
that all peoples have ever Bought lo 
learn; something of untold satisfaction 
to every one; hence tlie value of it, and 
the Incentive to imitate. Could it be 
given to the world FREE by Spiritual
ism, it would do away with the commer
cial Bide of the question and kill the in
centive to imitate.

It has almost coipo to the point where 
the cleverest prestidigitarlan gets all 
the work and becomes the most popular 
even when every manifestation is 
strictly of mundane origin.

True, even they are making Spiritual
ists, but thp bottom must fall out of an 
institution built upon watered stock; 
the house built upon the sands is not 
safe. ,

Let us get down to bedrock for our 
foundation. We have It, but the sands 
of the sea have washed up around until 
it is almost obscured from view.

Let us review this question calmly 
and philosophically, it has become a 
theme for discussion among the various 
sects and general public and must be 
looked into.

The truth is more important than the 
institution it underlies and our highest 
aim should be to lift it up out of the 
mire and wash it free from pollution.

Let us get down to practical business
without fear that the truth will lose 
a thorough examination.

by
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Du Theodore J. M#
i# Generous Froposi# to Spiritualists

Enlarged N. S. A. Headquarters dud $15,000 for the 
Support and Improvement of the Present 

Mediums’ Home,

The above cut represents the front elevation 
of the present N. S. A. Headquarters and that to 
be donated by our generous brother, all under 
one roof. In this proposition, like the former, 
he puts'his grand and noble spirit against that 
of all Spiritualists. He offers $15,000 in proper
ty against the same amount in cash as a sup
porting fund for this badly needed institution.

Spiritualists, Win you suuiion tho Homo?
Confer with the N. S. A. through your represent
ative at the convention, or directly with the Sec
retary, or with Brother Mayer hipiself. '

Ube fate of a Christian Scientist,

A can of nitro-glycerine was lying oil'the ground, 
A full-blown Christian Scientist was promenad

ing ’round;
“Look out!” a little boy cried loud, “there’s 

something dang’rous there!”
He did not heed, he did not hear, but kept his 

“forceful” stare.

tonal cheek cashed at a bank in Chicago. If you send a 
pweoual check, add ten cents to the amount sent. ^ 

BomemVer, please, that we have only two books wldcjf 
we send out now for25 cents each. We cannot allow you 
io select any other book or books in their place.

Remember, please, that you are not entitled to purchase 
any of these Premium Books unless you send in with your 
order a year’s subscription to The Progressive Thinker.

Remember, please, that the safest way to make a remit-

The World is 
Ours toEnjoy 
and Improve. 
Let Us Seek 
the Wisdom 
That Will Be 
Permanent 
and of Great
est Good to 
Our Fellow
men of Earth.

The Occult Wisdom of the Universe 
Is Within Reach of All.

OUR PREMIUM OFFER
READ AND REFLECT,

Heincmber, please, that we send many of our Premium 
Books by express. If you do not receive your order 
promptly by mail, inquire at the express office. If not 
there, notify us at once. .'

Bemember, please, that it costs ten cents to get a per-

tance is io secure a postal order.
Remember, please, that mistakes and trouble may be 

avoided by dealing direct with this office, instead of 
through a news agent. '

Every person who sends in a yearly subscription to The 
Progressive Thinker can have until further notice, the 
two following books for 25 cents each: “The Religion of 
Man and Ethics of Science," by Hudson Tuttle, and “A 
Wanderer in the Spirit Lands.” Both exceedingly valu
able, and though widely different, each one fills ou exceed
ingly important niche in the literature of Spiritualism.

If you order only one book, and that one neither of tho 
books mentioned above, the price is 50 cents.

If you order two books, and neither of them the above 
mentioned, the price is 00 cents.

We have NINE Premium Books only, and you can bb- 
W from them as follows: . ,

Any three of the nine Premium Books you may order, 
price $1.10. ’

Any four of the nine Premium Books you may order, 
price $1.50.

Any five of the nine Premium Books you may order, 
price $1.80. •

Any six of the nine Premium Books you may order, 
price $2.10.

Any seven of ihe nine Premium Books you may order, 
price $2.35.

Any eight of the nine Premium Books you may order, 
price $2.50.

Lastly all of these NINE valuable Premium Books here
announced are sent out, all postage prepaid, for $2.75, a 
price never before equaled in this country or Europe. The - ■ 
following is the list:

NINE REMARKABLE BOOKS FOR $2.75.
1—The Encyclopedia of Death, and Life in the Spirit 

World, Vol. 1.
2—The Encyclopedia of Death, and Life in the Spirit 

World, Vol. 2.
3—The Encyclopedia of Death, and Life in the Spirit 

World, Vol. 3.- j : ;
4—Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mundane and Super-

Mundnne Spirillum.
5,—Ghost Land, Spiritualism, Occultism.
6—Tlie Next World Interviewed.
7—The Occult Life of Jesus. . -_r-
8—A Wanderer in the Spirit Lands.
9—The Religion of Man and Ethics of Science.

Read This Carefully Before Remitting.
When you send in your subscription to The Progressive 

Thinker, carefully look over the books which you desire in 
this list, and their price, and send for them. They are 
very valuable.- They lire intensely interesting. They ape 
elevating in tone and will do you good. In remitting do 
not fail to enclose a dollar for The Progressive Thinker.

These nine books, substantially and elegantly bound, 
and printed in the neatest style of the printers art, will be 
furnished to our subscribers for $2.75, a price which mod
ern machinery and enterprise has rendered possible in The 
Progressive Thinker office only. Sending out these 
books, however, at the prices we do, does not reduce the 
price of the subscription of the paper, apparently or other
wise, a single cent, for that cannot be afforded for less 
than one dollar per year, in view of the fact that we pub
lish such a vast amount of reading matter.

The Visiting Nurse.
At a recent banquet a Chicago physi

cian responded as follows to a toast to 
“The Visiting Nurse”:

“And who is my neighbor? And it 
came to pass that a mother went down 
from the second to the nineteenth ward 
and fell among microbes, and the mi
crobes increased and multiplied, and 
behold they attacked the baby, and the 
child was stripped of Its nutrition, and 
was left half dead. And a certain phy
sician passed that way on the same side 
and wrote a prescription. And in like 
manner a benevolent Countess was 
good to the child, but behold, not good 
with it, and left money and soon passed 
to the other side and gave a vaudeville 
performance on the Lake Shore Drive 
for the benefit of the South Sea Island
ers.

“But a certain Visiting Nurse as she 
journeyed came to where the child was, 
and behold, was not only good to the 
child but good with it, and she poured 
soap and water over the child and put 
it on a bed, and the bed was clean and 
warm and dry, and the child waxed and 
grew and the secondary nutrition did 
likewise, and there was no more retro
grade metamorphosis of tissue, and as 
tho Visiting Nurse departed tlie mother 
of tbe child opened her mouth and 
spake in broken English, 'Heaven bless 
you, Miss, a thousand times; if you not 
come, I have not my baby.’

"Child of all weather, of all seasons, 
of sunshine and storm; familiar friend 
of hardship and content—The Visiting 
Nurse."

Co-Operation says: “Our manner or 
doing a thing often counts for more 
than the thing itself. Some people have 
tho gift of doing a gracious thing ungra
ciously. They seem to think it of small 
moment how they act, If they do the 
right thing. Their gifts are felt like a 

■ blow. Others refuse with a kindness 
that falls like a balm. The Italian who 
Is asked for alms, unable to help, re
plies: ‘Pardon, me, I also am a poor 
devil.’ That leaves no hurt, while tho 

, open hand of some others Inflicts a 
sting. Do tho right thing but • do it 
rightly, courteously, sympathetically.”

PLAIN WORDS.
They Are Shot Directly At 

N. S. A.
the

Serlously, there is not much good of 
spending the money to go to the conven
tion, unless the majority of the delegates 
go for the sake of .visiting friends and 
to have a reunion. Mr. Mayer’s propo
sition to raise $15,000 before the close 
of the convention, in order to secure the 
property for the N. S. A. will absorb the 
attention of all interested. The Morris 
Pratt Institute will be represented, by 
a financial agent, the general fund of 
the association will -have to be looked 
after, so a great part of the time will be 
devoted to money getting. Then when 
the time is consumed that must bo, in 
reading the reports of officers—presi
dent, vice-president, secretary and 
treasurer, besides the work of the mis
sionaries, which we have already had in 
nearly every issue of the Banner and 
The Progressive Thinker, unless some
one makes a motion to dispense with 
tlie reading of them, which can be done 
by a two-thirds vote of the delegates, 
and which could all be avoided if re
ports were published in advance, and 
distributed tp the delegates, and - the 
time spent in electioneering, and other 
things is counted up, where Is the time 
left after the evening sessions are 
counted out, to do the legitimate work 
of the objects of the N. S. A? Whom 
shall we elect? How much, money can 
we get? are the main issues at each 
convention, instead of practical work in 
the interests of Spiritualism.

The delegates who spend their money 
to go to the convention from‘a distance, 
dught not to bo made to feel that upon 
them falls tho responsibility of raising 
all the money. Tho spiritual papers 
are asked to keep appealing for funds 
for the Waverly Homo, tlie Reed City 
Mediums’ Home, the N. S. A. Home, the 
Morris Pratt Institute, and dozens of 
other private and semi-private funds, 
until the officers of societies who are 
trying to pay living wages, to their 
speakers and mediums aro unable to se
cure It, because of the members of their 
societies being pledged to outside funds.

It seems to mo that the condition of 
tho local societies' and the lycoums 
should bo tho first care of the N. 8. A. 
Wiidn tho societies are strong enough to 
pay speakers and mediums what they 
ought to have, they will ho able to pro
vide for tho future instead of being

With lungs inflated, head erect, he said: “All 
things are mine.

I am a part of God! All Good traces my life’s 
design.

Fearless am I! I dare to do whatever I desire, 
For I am life! I choose, I make, suggest, com

mand, aspire!
“I am Peace, Joy, Prosperity, Power, Wisdom, 

infinite;
I am a soul I I control matter with subtle might I
A man is what he thinks I I pulse with God’s 

almighty heartI”
That nitro-glycerine went off, and—blew him all

apart I —Emma Rood Tuttle
obliged to go to homes. When the Pro
gressive Lyceum is looked after, and

BROAD FREEDOM DESIRABLE. •

the young People of Spiritualism pro- Th w8 of a Prof6und Thinker -in 
vided for, they will form the rank and
file to follow in the footsteps of the pio
neers. These are the subjects that

New Jersey. •

should occupy the attention of the dele- To the Editor:—Your request “for 
gates to tlie convention. We can per-1 the expression of views on Questions of 
haps point with pride to our acquired | Vital Importance” shall be duly consid-

-property in the future, but if we do not; 
do missionary work among our own 
people. Instead of letting them care for 
themselves, unless we make them feel 
tlie responsibility of supporting their 
own work at home, the N. S. A. can have 
no secure foundation. The N. Sr A. is 
composed of chartered societies, and tn 
order to make Itself strong it should 
look after the links in the chain of so
cieties which are its source. How to 
better dur local societies? How to 
arouse interest in our lyceums? are the 
questions 'that will decide the future of 
Spiritualism. The N. S. A. should be ft 
help, not a hindrance to local societies.

Delegates from a distance are apt to 
And themselves far .out-numbered by 
the proxies, so that their votes are -use
less. Is there no way the proxy system 
can bo regulated so that all will bo sat
isfied, or can it not be abolished?

Delegates, seo to It that some decided 
action Is taken on the lyceum question 
and the needs of the local and state 
work. * * * ♦

TENNESSEE IN THE OPEN COURT.FORM THE PACIFIC COAST.Representation on the board of trus
tees should be determined, not by theo
ries, but by effectiveness. We have 
the example of equal representation in 
the U. S. Senate, and of proportionate 
representation In the other House. 
Probably it would be well to let a few 
associations that do and help tho most, 
have an additional trustee.

In regard to the reports, It would cer
tainly save time to print the reports Jn 
the papers beforehand, vet it will often 
be necessary to read some of them in 
the meetings when required for discus
sion aud business purposes. Generally, 
however, such reports are likely to be 
read to empty scats.

Tho seventh question is really most 
important of all. Whenever frauds aro 
exposed in any organization, its adver
saries catch the opportunity eagerly to 
denounce the whole thing, tho innocent 
and upright as well as the culpable. I 
remember when 1 was secretary of the 
National Eclectic Medical Assoclat-lon, 
a member of that body was expelled on 
tlie charge of fraudulently selling a di
ploma of M. D. Immediately a homeo
pathic journal cited this alleged miscon
duct as a reason for rejecting all di
plomas of eclectic colleges. Spiritual
ists have often suffered in the. same 
way. As self-preservation is a law of 
nature, it is no wonder that many are 
unwilling to furnish weapons for their 
calumniators. If such are desirous to 
malign them, why not leave them the 
job of smelling out the wrong-doers 
themselves?

Nevertheless, that argument does not 
cover the whole ground. It is not tlie 
province of genuine Spiritualists .to 
shape their action to disarm or concili
ate those who are and who mean-to con
tinue their adversaries. Their call is 
to move forward in good work, leaving 
cavillers to riot in their choice garbage. 
But they can not- afford to counte
nance or even be tolerant of anything 
dishonorable or fraudulent. They may 
give a broad liberty to divergent opin
ion, and even disregard the conven
tional ethics which restrict freedom 
without furthering a genuine morality; 
but wilful wrong-doing, injustice,'to in
dividuals or to the public, should be al
ways exposed and disapproved. It we 
hold pitch it will stick to our fingers; if 
we handle coals, they will begrime our 
hands. To avoid unnecessary debate, I 
will concede that two and two make 
five; but I will not accept or teach it as 
an article of belief. In politics we ac
cept all who vote with us, but in admin
istration It is the only safe rule to “turn 
the rascals out.” Certainly in the Na
tional Spiritualist Association it be
hooves to b^hs wise as that. Let foxes 
abide in their own holes, not among our 
poultry. ALEXANDER WILDER.

Newark, N.J.

Geo. F. Perkins Expresses Hls Views.

I suggest, first, that it is useless tor 
tlie N. S. A. to issue charters to state or
ganizations or minor societies unless 
such charters In themselves possess 
power sufficient to inspire each member 
to work faithfully for tho success of or
ganized effort and incidentally for the 
cause of Spiritualism as an educational 
movement.

State organizations are essential, just 
as local and district meetings and con
ventions are useful to create public sen
timent in favor of Spiritualism or any 
other public movement.

These public gatherings stimulate old 
and new workers to continue their ef
forts to enlighten tlie public on ques
tions pertaining to mental and spiritual 
development.

It might be well to borrow from the 
political conventions and clubs a little 
zeal and business enterprise.

Possibly we could lend them a little 
of our gush and scientific (?) disserta
tions, to our advantage at least. A 
trifle more common business sense 
might be employed with good effect at 
our camp-meetings and annual conven
tions.

A uniform law governing the working 
forces of all societies, each body recog
nizing the head of the organization, just 
as any fraternal order is governed, is 
desirable.

We may never agree upon theological 
and theosophical questions, and will al
ways chase each other around a cam
bric needle, or get our atoms and mole
cules badly mixed, but there is no sens! 
ble reason why we cannot exercise busi-

If the Church Exposed All Its Fraud, 
What a Time There Would Be 

in Gilead.

ness sense in the conduct of 
Izations.

I cannot see the wisdom 
voting members outside ot 
from chartered societies.

Either do away with state

our organ-

of having 
delegates

and char-

To the Editor:—Your circular letter 
with which you have recently honored 
me and others speaks of "loyal Spirit
ualists." Loyalty to what? Evidently 
loyalty to certain opinions. How shall 
It be determined what those opinions 
arc? By consulting tho history of Spir
itualism—Its press, Its platform utter
ances and its books. Who shall elimi
nate from all this that which is the ex
pression of the Individual and classes, 
and fix on a definite statement of the 
sentiments held by all Spiritualists? 
Evidently the N. S. A., as representa
tive or an exponent. It Is therefore plain 
that the business of tlie N. S. A. at any 
meeting is not to give expression to the 
opinions of its individual members, but 
to formulate those things only in which 
all Spiritualists agree.

In this tho N. S. A. should go very 
slow; being always sure they are right 
before going ahead. This declaration 
of the principles of Spiritualism could 
not therefore be a very extended affair, 
since only a few general principles are 
held by all Spiritualists in common. 
And to avoid unfavorable criticism af
ter the declaration, perhaps necessitat
ing a “repeal," no amendment to the ex
isting document should be made until 
after a year's discussion in the Spirit
ualistic press, somewhat after the man
ner of the occasional circular letters 
sent out by the editor of The Progress
ive Thinker. Each meeting of the asso
ciation confining itself to acting on tlie 
suggestions mads by the preceding 
meeting and to propounding queries for 
that which is to follow. Thus would 
we have an authoritative statement 
from Spiritualists as to what up-to-date 
Spiritualism is.

Doubtless the central idea In Spirit
ualism is spirit return, or intercommun
ication between spirits out of the flesh, 
and those yet in it, and the consequent .,- - 
demonstration of the future lite. The Sas. 
church claims that such Intercommuni- 
cations once occurred; Spiritualists, 
that It takes place now as weit^ap in 
the days of the scriptural writers, <4 
Whenever the N. S. A. passes from that 
idea to others which It supposes are un- ^k 
plied in It, it perhaps runs amuck some-. , ” 
body or announces a belief not held by 
some of those who believe In prosent 
spiritual intercourse between the two 
worlds. d

We would say, expose trickery 
fraud on all occasions. It Is a rc‘ b 
lous” duty; moreover it is good policy. 
If ft is not done, Spiritualism will bo 
charged up with it; if done it will be un
loaded on the-, criminal parties. It is a 
very suspicious circumstance when a 
political party finds uo corruption in Its . 
own ranks to expose. It tbe cliiircli ex
posed all its "frauds," what a time there 
would be in Gilead; yet the world would 
be the better of It. But bo first sure of 
tlie fraud. Fraud in a medium Is rather 
a difficult matter to decide and Is often 
only a suspicion, an opinion at best. 
When a man tells an improbable story 
ho is often told that a “little proof 
would come in mighty handy.” If the 
"oxposer" of medlumlstlc frauds always 
gave the circumstances ou which hls 
opinion is based, we ourselves could sit 
in judgment ou the question. But there 
can be no doubt that It is commendable? 
for a party, or a religion, to expose act
ual frauds, and tliat it is a very, suspi
cious circumstance when they find none 
to expose. . ' F. J. RIPLEY. .

Afton, Tonn. . •, ,

“Jim; or the Touch of an Augol 
Mother." By Carrie E. S. Tying. 
Touching, full of sweet huninn sympa
thy, and pure spirituality. Cloth,}!, 
For sale at this office.

tered societies altogether and follow 
the political parties in their methods, or 
dispense with individual voting mem
bership.

If there is a state organization it 
should control the missionary work and 
its subordinate societies.

There Is no necessity of elaborate re
ports from the N. S. A. president and 
secretary outside of that which should 
be published at least three weeks prior 
to ths annual convention.

It goes without saying that Spiritual
ists are supposed to subscribe for at 
least one Spiritualist' paper, wherein 
the Intelligent Spiritualist may read all 
desirable news and proceedings of all 
organizations.

When the editor of a Spiritualist pa
per refuses to publish any expose, or 
criminal doings of a public worker, af
ter due Investigation, it would seem to 
1)0 lending aid to the criminal incllna-

ered. I hardly feel able to make proper 
replies to several jof,the enquiries, but 
so far as I have “views," you are per-' 
fectly welcome to them. As a general 
fact it is not .well to, tinker much with 
organic law. This practice tends to im
pair the stab|lity of an organization. 
Still rules must-ie adapted to the needs 
and convenience of Members, or there 
will be a general faying away of inter
est. If in j’&ur first question, you mean 
by "organic law" the paragraphs giving 
a statement of'belief,jpuch as the recog
nition of a Supreme Intelligence, etc., I 
see no occasion ^ change. Being somewhat of a>agaw myself, and hay
ing a strong Biting for Pagans of the 
better Bert, I haye no desire to bar God 
out of the universe,, and am not able 
to conceive how a universe can exist or 
subsist except there be a Being Rs be- 
ginning and sustaining.

State associations as such,, are -of 
great utility; but need not Jie-of uni
form plan, Wo all differ in many ways, 
and so long as one end is paramount, 
details of form .and precedent can safely 
bo loft to those directly concerned. But 
fraternity and hearty co-operation ore 
indispensable and- must be insisted 
upon.

Individual membership means Indi
vidual responsibility. What is every
body's business is nobody’s business in 
particular. Ab to “voting privileges,", 
experience must determine what is 
wisest; ■

In regard to “missionary work.” 
Whore state associations will exorcise

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS.
Amendment Offered by the Minnesota 
..State Spiritualists' Association to 
....Article 6, Sectlon 1, of the N. S.

' A Constitution.

I cannot see why the ordinary rules 
of honestly conducted business should 
not govern a Spiritualist and his meth
ods just as much as a merchant, banker 
or manufacturer.

If .the investigation and practice of 
spirit manifestations do not result In 
tho uplifting, enlightening, and purify- 
frig of all concerned, then the whole 
combination should bo abandoned and 
demolished.

I want no Ism or movement that cov
ers up deviltry and vicious conduct.

All methods of conducting meetings 
and circles that savor of vaudeville, 
circus, and vulgar shows, must be ta
booed. ' GEO. F. PERKINS.

Membership.—Change word "fifty" to 
words "one hundred;” then add "of a lo
cal society” after the- words "major 
fraction thereof," after which add "an 
additional delegate for each twenty-five 
members or delegates, or major frac
tion thereof, of a state association."

Tho N. S. A. Secretary would, lb con
nection wjth the above, respectfully call 
tlie attention of chartered societies to 
thd fact that ut tho convention of 1801 
the word "fifty" was Inserted In tlie 
foregoing in place of the words "ono 
hundred," which wore expunged; hence 
tlie first portion of this amendment is 
to exactly reverse the vote of tho con
vention of 1901,

All books advertised In tho columns 
Of The Progressive Thinker arc for sale 
at this office. ■ Bear this In mind.

WILL APPEAR NEXT WEEK;

ITEMS OF INTEREST.
They aro crowded out this week, to 

give place to our Symposium.

TAKE NOTICE.
oryuiing that pertains to spiritualism tho rMpohDlbnity, It Is the hotter way; 
and Occultism. Everyone will admit | pat feeble organisations can hardly be 
that. i dxpoctod to do mucIreWept an helped.

A GREAT PAPER.

■-yj.fey^^
:.i«wSi»»V$}Jsau^

Several articles intended for the Sym
posium issue will appear npxt week.

! The Progressive Thinker loads in ev
erything that, pertains to Spiritualism

"Mark Chester; or a Mill and a Mill
ion. A Tale of Southern California.” 
By Carlyle Petorsilca. A pure psychic 
story, elevating and reformatory.' Pa
per covers, 40 cents. Cloth, GO cents, 
For sale at this office
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s2||j5yggoggi|^ Reason and High Motives.
SIFT We SPIRITUALISTS. ' FULL EXPRESSION. : :’| ' A CLEAN SPIRITUALISM, “ft. MOBILITY. PERTINENT ANSWERS. "

l r ’ true and helpful let others know o£ It, J ,____ _ /
[taw and Order, the Consensus of All.

Spiritualists aro Invited to consider
Und solve the following questions:

Q. 1. What changes in its organic 
law will make tho N. B. A. more ofll- 
hont?

A. Sift the Spiritualists aud classify 
them according to their tenets; thia will 
produce harmony if not growth and 
progress. But ouch conditions and or
ganizations will not remain long lu sl- 
Jeuce; for nature abhors sameness.

All nature is differentiated and grad
ed from the lowest to tlio highest. She 
(nature) has classified matter, force 
find mind Into tlio mineral, vegetable 
gnd animal kingdoms, and each class 
taanifests many varieties'. No priest 
AU blot out the innate out-birth of na- 
ure; Heaven does not consist of homo- 
;eneous souls all looking.hiuking alike, but of 1-aw and Oidei. 
rhe delegates sent to the N. S. A. are a 
heterogeneous set; hence let the Bible, 
Christ and Christian Spiritualists form 
a Boclty of their own, other kinds of 
Spiritualists can do the same, and so es- 
lablish peace, law and order,

Q. 2. (a) Are state associations es- 
jential? ,

A. Yes, reciprocity should exist u 
tween all spiritual associations A", , 
llally, socially und intellectually; 1>ul 
this should be left as a matter of choice 
—not of force—don’t sail out beyond 
lour ability to command means is es- 
e(b>a Should they not be organized on 

Jie same plain? .
A. Every spiritual plan should bo 

jased on human and spiritual facts 
jommunicaled to us by our loved ones 
tone before—no faith, no belief forniu- 

i kited into' a creed should be tolerated; 
jWlell us what you know, the balance you 

-j||je-iaii investigate at home or at some se- 
l^.ince; you will find no Infinite lutelll- 

(^fe3enco boyond Mother Nature and 
jather Space. Let nelf-evident truth

A National Spiritualist Association
Missionary's Opinion. ' ' ■ ■

It is Desirable From Every Point of 
77 ‘■'■' View.

true and helpfUl  ---------- — - -.---,. _____ _
don’t be miserly of these blessings. 1 . '

We are hopeful, we believe the N. 8.1 its Promotion is Enhanced by the Open 
A. is doing a good work mid that it will I Court.
continue so doing,

To a Series of Pertinent ah<i Timely 
Questions.

DEAFNESS CURED

I believe State Associations are 
necessary to the -success of prgiinlzod 
Splritualism, aud that they should be 
thoroughly organized. That eBlciont 
officers should be elected to look after 
each department of the work, each of
ficer having authority -in his depart
ment, subject to the supervision of the 
Suite Board.

All State Associations should be or 
ganized on a uniform plap, so that each 
local society would have the same re
sponsibility, pay the same per capita 
dues, etc., and bo entitled to the same 
consideration nnd assistance. Each

pa the bed-rock of your organizations, 
:hen there will be nothing left to 
Wrangle over. However environment, 
levelopment and the hereditary tangle 
>£ atoms composing each individual will 
& reduce a dense fog. A poor officer at 
le head will ruin any society.
Q. 3. (a) Should there be Individ- 

aal members of state associations?
A. No association cau exist Inde

pendent of individual members and (h) 
ihould have the privilege as delegates 
if voting on all questions.

Home circle delegates, In convention, 
Jiould appoint state officers, and the of- 
leers of the N. S. A. snould bo chosen 
from the stalo delegates in convention. 
Hi oiBcers aro agents or servants ot 
heir constituents. Every association 
Ihould retain one or more genuine mo- 
Ilums whoso production should be pub 
ashed in spiritual papers, provided It Is 
(hove baby talk or the soft sodder of 
J ikes. Home circles should be the aux- 
lary members of state associations. .
Q. 4 Should not the responsibility 

lor all missionary work in Its own terri
tory rest upon each state association?

A. Yes, certainly. Missionary work 
8 an old fad, and when sent abroad 
boy are apt to be Idlled; besides it cost 
12,000 or more to make one convert. 
IVbo should pay this expense? The peo
ple have been gulled by Christian mis- 
Jonaries until they have become dis- 
fUBted, and It is one cause of stinginess 
imong Spiritualists. Homo circles, 
thlldren’B lyceums, homes for old madl- 
ims and disabled Spiritualists will do 
nore good than all the run-round mis- 

u ilonar.los this side of Tophet. Drop 
tKlJip past, adopt the present and Home 

yTircles, they eliminate fraud.
I Q. 5. Is one state entitled to more 
S han one representative on the board o£ 

'rustees of tlie N. S. A. which has auxll- 
aries in nearly every state of tlie 
jnion?

A The N. S. A. auxiliaries should be 
abandoned and state associations sub- 
itituted Instead to supply delegates and 
-evenue for the N. S. A. If all the 
itates are organized one delegate is 
inough on the board. If few states are 
to organized the number will depend on 
he funds supplied by each association, 
his will stimulate pride, make ai> 
ishamed of stinginess, which should 
itop the National Spiritualist Assocla- 
don from begging.

Q. G. Would not much time be 
laved for practical work at the annual 
jonvention if the reports of the presi- 
lent, secretary, treasurer and mission- 
tries were printed in the spiritual press 
trior to the October meeting?

A.- Of course they should be so

State Association should pay the same 
per capita dues to the National Associa
tion. and a" business between Nation- 
ill, State nnd Local societies should be 
done in uniform manlier and in equity.

As to State Associations granting “In
dividual Memberships,” I think it ad
visable for them to tlo so as long as we 
have so few societies. There are many 
Spiritualists living In isolated places 
where there are no societies for them 
to join.

The time has come when Spiritual
ists should stand up and be.counted, 
nnd if they are members of a State As
sociation we know where to find them. 
Those that are for us are not against 
us, and all such should gladly indentlfy 
themselves with us so the world would 
know who we are and how mapy we 
number. One holding an Individual 
membership should not be given full 
voting power, equal to a delegate who 
may represent thirty or fifty members 
of a local society, as this would not be 
an equal representation.

As to the responsibility for all mis
sionary work in its own territory rest
ing upon each State Association, I will 
says I think each State Association 
should have charge of its own mission
ary work and should put great effort 
into It, doing all in its power to sys
tematize it, for it requires persistent 
and systematic work to Insure1 success.
i also think the several State Asso-

Hinted and read by each delegate, 
ime is saved, and he is better prepared 
o know and do his duty—any man not 
piling a Spiritualist paper should not 
lerve as a delegate. Act on business 
»rlnclplcs and stick to it—kick the 
levil into the moon and let him heat it 
ip to fertility!

Q. 7. -Should the publishers of splr- 
tual papers refuse to print any or all 
veil-authenticated exposures of trick- 
try done In the name of Spiritualism?

A. No. Every such paper should ex- 
teso every fraud and fake; they are a 
icab and a menace to Spiritualism And 
|o all genuine mediums. The editor 
Vho refuses to expose all well known 
fakes Is riot a true Spiritualist at heart: 
ie may claim that all trickery will die 
nit if you let It alone. It will not die 
tut so long as curiosity and credulous 
Spiritualists attend such sham seances, 
the retort of the fake is that tbe devil 
las done a greater work and has got 
more followers than the Christian God. 
(o we are doing a greater work than 
' ou Spiritualists who would rot were it 

»",ot for us. Adam was made to cultl- 
J tate the ground and we Spiritualists 

vlll make you hoe corn yet. It will be 
\ tseless for you fakes to shave, to 
\ ihange your name and clothing as you 

iass from town to town or from city to 
flty, for I am going to take a photo- 
fraph of you as often as you change and 
;lve it to genuine mediums in every 
own and city who shall act as detect- 
ves and report every case to the spirit- 
|al papers which will cause every one 
D watch for trickery. If fakirs are not 
latronizod how can they live? Spirlt- 
jalists. consider this all Important ques- 
Uon and learn wisdom.

F. R. LOCKLING.
. । Hannibal, Mo.

elutions through their delegates at the 
N. S. A. conventions should agree upon 
methods of work to bo carried on by 
the N. S. A. in conjunction with the 
State Associations, and tliat when a 
State Association fails to do its mis
sionary work properly the N. 8. A. 
should have the power under certain 
rules and regulations to carry on the 
work as It sees fit, or thinks best, the 
N, S. -A, to supervise and oversee the 
work of all the States and do the mis
sionary work of tho N. S. A. in all ot 
the States as per arrangements made 
by the delegates of tlie Stalos and ot 
local societies In the N. S. A. conven
tions. The State Associations and lo
cal societies will have their say in these 
matters through their delegates to the 
N. S. A.

When a State Association has been 
granted exclusive jurisdiction and then 
does very little, or no work, I think the 
N. s. A. should have tho power to annul 
the charier, if it thought best to do so, 
mid then make provisions to cqrry, on 
the work itself, never letting it stop.

What Is needed Is work, systematic 
work, energetic, unceasing, persistent, 
missionary work.

Let the N. S. A. which is the congress 
of the State and Local Associations, 
guide the work of the Nation. Let the 
State Associations conduct the work 
of the States, and the Local Associa
tions conduct their own affairs, send
ing delegates to the State Associations, 
these delegates electing out of their 
number delegates who will constitute 
the National conventions and who 
make laws, rules, etc., to regulate and 
help the work throughout the land.

The N. S. A. is not something outside 
of the State and Local Societies. It 
belongs to them. It is composed of 
delegates from these societies, and as
sociations and consequently belongs to 
them. Some people talk as though the 
N S A was something outside of and 
foreign to the State and Local So
cieties. Some people ask what good 
can the N. S. A. do the State Associa
tions ? Members of local societies 
sometimes ask, what good can the 
State Associations do the Local Asso
ciations? And individual Spiritualists 
too often say, what good can the Local 
Society do me? This should be re
versed. The question with the true 
Spiritualist should ever be, what can I 
do for the Local Society, for the State 
Association, the National Association, 
and the good cause of Spiritualism in 
general?

To the Editor:—The list of questiflUB 
you offer for solution are, doubtless, au 
of them important and their pi oyer con
sideration desirable, but it soeiUft to me 
the seventh in the list 18 the all-im
portant one and its proper solution re- 
duced to practice, would go far toward 
the solving of the preceding six. Were 
it true tliat Spiritualism Is only for the 
amusement of the idle and thoughtless, 
or Is a cold-blooded scientific proof 
that death does not end all, then tbo at
titude of the press toward frauds would 
not be worth considering. But if its 
mission was intended' by its spirit pro
jectors to be for the uplifting and puri
fying of the dwellers on the earth plane, 
then- every clean-minded Spiritualist 
should demand that the mortal bearers 
of so vital; a message to mortals should 
be clean vessels.

The thought is abhorrent that a lying 
cheat should for a moment be allowed 
to pose as the bearer of the divine mes
sage of light and life to hungry souls. 
A tree Is known by its fruits. We do 
not go to a sewer for drinking water.

The fountain may be pure and clear 
as crystal, yet its passage through a 
filthy channel renders it offensive and 
to be avoided as a breeder of pestilence. 
So Spiritualism, the spirit world’s best 
gift to men, hns been so dishonored iu 
the house ot Its false, though loudly pro
fessing friends, that multitudes of tho 
brainiest and best men and women of 
the land avoid it as a pestilential thing. 
An evil host on both sides of the Im
mortal line seem to have compassed It 
about for Its overthrow and destruction. 
The fakir who would counterfeit any 
manifestation of tills sacred gift and at
tempt to pass it off on the public as 
genuine, deserves a term in some penal 
institution in stead of receiving a pub
lic endorsement as a light-bearer.

Many honest church people have 
been aroused from their spiritual slum
bers to the point of “seeing mpn sb 
trees waiJking." In other words, they 
have lost faith in the truth of their 
creeds, and the honesty of their min
isters. Those people are looking with 
hope to Spiritualism, but the fraud ele- 
meht bara. them out. They have paid 
roundly to fake exponents of false 
theories of human life and its responsi
bilities, and refuse to again affiliate 
witli an ism tliat Indorses—by silence 
at least of press and rostrum-— tho 
fraud element that is riding It like a 
nightmare to its death, It is patent to 
all lovers of common decency that if 
this evil graft, that pollutes by its foul 
touch and blasts by Its poisonous breath 
this beauteous, haeven-sent' flower of 
hope for humanity, is not cut out root 
and branch, the day is not distant when 
Spiritualism’s opportunity will have 
passed, and it may be. written on its 
monument as it should be truthfully 
written on the tombstones of the 
churches: “Died of an ovor-gorge of 
false ambition, vanity and greed.”

This scribe owes an infinite debt of 
gratitude to Spiritualism and Its spirit 
founders, and doubtless there is'a great 
host of arisen and unarisen spirits who 
would say, at any cost cast out the 
frauds; let only those of clean hands 
and hearts bear its all-inspiring mes
sages to the hungry, thirsty multitudes 
who are strangers to the true bread and 
healing waters of life. Yours for clean

Spiritualism and organization have 
done and are doing so ^uch for all 
mankind, that all who have felt its 
blessings should feel delighted with the 
opportunity to work unitedly with 
others to aid the good cause. In doing 
so, each one will aid himself or her
self.

Let individual Spiritualists organize 
themselves into local societies, local 
societies Into State Associations, and 
State Associations elect delegates to 
National Conventions to do tlie busi
ness of the Spiritualists of the Nation.

Local societies in states not yet or
ganized should have representation in 
the National Conventions until State
Associations are organized, 
Associations should be 
wherever twenty-five good 
cleties are established in 
Twenty-five societies are

and State 
organized 
local so- 
a State, 

none too
many to start with. With united and 
hai monious effort success is assured. 
I think different localities should be 
represented on the N. S. A. Board, _so 
far as is practical.

I believe It would be well to have 
tlie annual reports of the president, 
secretary, treasurer, and missionaries 
printed in the Spiritualist press prior 
to the October, meeting.

To the question, "Should the pub
lishers of the Spiritualist papers refuse 
to print any or all exposures of trick
ery done in the name of Spiritualism, 
when satisfied of their informant's re
liability?” I would think the publishers 
of the papers should do about as they 
saw fit; but if your question means
what would I do If I was publishing 
paper I will answer: I don't think

a
I

Spiritualism.
Salem, Ore.

J. RIGDON.

STAND FOR TRUTH.

Constant Change Everywhere 
Law of Progression.

Constant change is the lbw 
gression, and while the N. S.

Is.

of 
A.

[0 time as conditions' demand. An open court promoter nobility.
Yours for. more light apd a broader “The Open Court" circular evidentlyYours for. more .light 

conception of truth!? r - 
. Keokuk, la. ST0LLA A. FISK.

Would assist healthy growth.
Your circular letter has just reached 

me (Sept. 17) aud caught me also with
out my type-writer as I intended 9 re

By No Method Until “ACTINA’ 
Was Discovered.

IS IT DESIRABLE

About changes in the N. S. A. organic turn to Tacoma iu a few days. lour 
law, 1 would uot disturb the "Infinite questions are very pertinent, and us 
intelligence.” The law as laid down there is so little time for work during 
leaves it undefined as to whether the the convention should be discussed In

' ■ ' supreme intelligence referred io is advance.
For the Great Mass of Spiritualists to natural 'or unnatural. I think it was "j. What changes in its organic law. 

Organize? Ji wise to so leave it. Some Spiritualists will make the N. S. A. more efficient?"
- ------- want it one way and some tlie other, 1 have not the costitution with me 

I£ it is desirable for Spiritualists to As it now stands it accommodates all where I am writing (Edmonds, Wash-L 
organize, it is certainly also advisable For myself I assume it to mean tho and can make no recommendations, 
thut tli^ organization shall reach the natural, and as such I tliiuk.it beautl- “2(a). Are State Associations Es- 
highest possible point of power and effi- fully true and truly beautiful. The uni- sential?” 
ciency, so that Spiritualism in its or- versa! intelligence of universal nature I 1 most certainly think they are. At 
giinic expression may become a recog- is infinite, as compared witli man’s least if we did not have State Assocla- 
riled power for righteousness in this finite. I think myself a loyal Spiritual- tions we should have District Assocla- 
world. By presenting to “our friends, 1st, and now I can still enjoy a charming tions, subordinate to tlie N. S. A./While 
the enemy," a thoroughly compact and theology and a refreshing religion. My the N. S. A. may have a general super 
eilcctive organization we shall place Spiritualism is not a religion, but it has latendence of the work, the State be- 
ourselves and also the cause of co oper- a religion. My understanding of Spir- lug more in immediate contact with our 
ative endeavor in the most favorable itualism is that it is an extended inter- membership should apply itself more 
position.----------------------------------------- I course between man and man; that It to the details.

To over-organize, however, would be a is no more rellt^pus, of itself, than when "2(b). If so, sliould they not lie or- 
mistake. To organize State tusocla- one mortal talks with another mortal, ganized on a uniform plan?” 
tions where the material does not exist For Spiritualism, to have no theology They certainly should not conflict 
out of which effective societies can be nor no religion, of any kind, would be with each other. There may be differ- 
formed with small effort would doubt- to mantle'sociability with barrenness, once in methods necessitated by local 
less be a waste of energy, which could j I will let others, better posted, illumine peculiarities, wliich may easl'y be tol 
be better used in strengthening, perfect- the many other parts of the N. S. A. erated.
jug, and enlarging the societies already "organic law.” "3(a). Should there be individual
m existence. Of course, a state asso- Question No. 2, I am not yet fortu- members of State Associations?" 
elation must depend for its life upon the nate enough to see a necessity for Here is a puzzling question; as will
local societies; where these are few and State Associations to be organized on a be seen In the consideration of the fol-
feeble it would be folly to form such an uniform plan. The plimatlo difference lowing question;
association, unless the circumstances between. the north and south, the east 3(b). If so, should UlC^ hove ^u11
were-very peculiar, for |t could live only and west, and the Pacific slope, Is suf- voting privileges?”
at a "poor, dying rate." Organic ficlent of itself for each to wish a little 1. It is very difficult to organize a 
strength is not to be found in the mul- of its own coloring. Uncle Sam is not State Association without personal 

Tinlinnilnn nf wonlrlingB. Bo arbitrary over the Individual states membership, as there are few and In
1 it seems to me one of tlie gravest as to require their political conslitu- most Slates no local societies.
problems in this organic movement at tlons to be on a uniform plan. He 2. If we permit personal member- 
the present time Is to concentrate I makes a very few reserves, and leaves ship, a clique may get control of a so- 
power In tbe hands of a wise, spiritual-1 each state tlie utmost freedom in every- diely, by means of personal member- 
jy-minded, practical board of control, thing else. ship (which is really a purchased mem-
with sufficient capacity to select the Question No. 4. Where State Asso bership) and may carry any point they 
most fitting subordinates throughout I elations show ability and disposition to wish, thus thwarting even tlie purposes 
the country to carry on an active, ag-1 do and manage the missionary work of of tlie Association; may elect whom 
gressivo educational'campaign in favor their own territories I would certainly they please, without reference to fitness 
of organization find general missionary encourage tliem to have all of that or ability, and in fact may result in tlie , 
work, jn such a way tliat the greatest honor. Where the ambition Is ladling same kind of corruiHion wliich we dis
and most lasting good may be accom there should be no bars up against the cover in polities aud people elected to 
pushed with the least amount of frie- admission of outsiders. This system office by a political machine. "' 
tion, and with tho expenditure of as lit- would be open to the same missionaries “4. Should uot the responsibility for

Nh’ity-tlw per cent ol all wises of dentes 
brought to our intention, is the result of chrom 
lecutut’rh of the throat und middle oar. Tbo 

Inner ear cannot be reached 
by proLine or spraying, 
hence thu inability uf uur« 
tats or phyaicluus filo cure. Th nt there in a tEcluu title 
dure for deufuessFand uu-
tarrh Is demonstrated evu- 
is' day by tho use of Aotinu. 

r"ACTliSW Aetlua also cures asthma, 
bronchi I is, sow throat, 
weak lungs, colds and bw •

JwW|ltS 'ache; all of which are di- 
redly due to catarrh. W 9 

IMVpijgi® are receiving hundreds of
jf—£NTQ|5 letters like the following'.

Deafness Cured,
Sp'gildd, Mass., Mur. 80,'02.

Gentlemen:—Received 
tho Actina all right, aud 
would bay it has done won
ders for me. 1 have been 
deaf about live yeara ho 
that 1 could not near tho • 

ticking ot a clock, neither could I epgagein con
versation, as it was very dlftleult to make me • 
undertit and oven wit h a speaking tube, After 
treating with several doctors ana receiving no 
help or encouragement from them, I expected 
never to hear again and tried to make tho best 
of it. A friend called my attention U Actina. 
saying thut it had cured her. Not having much 
faith ui it I did not use it according to direc
tions at Hrst, but after having it about 0 mon ths 
noticed an improvement, and in five or six 
weeks after was able to hear public speaking 
and converse with anyone without any trouble. 
Quite a number of the attilcted called on mo 
uHh ^L° greatly encouraged by my experience. 
-F. W. HARWOOD, 188 Walnut St.

Actina Is Sent on Trial, Postpaid. 
Cull or write “»‘‘^ul your“^XK 

;»n' ’̂r^^^«eil.bw 

la-ee. AcldrensNew York and London Elect! 10 
Association. Depl. T, v?7 and vzv Walnut Street, 
Kansas City. Mo.

^We’vTW free 
You 11,11 save uuuwoiiee v> cal gin by 
wriiluif Dr. Coifw forhln (auout lite Wo 
bock. (WulnsKU |WH; colored l)hn. 
tetraphoufeywlromt lf0. A, 
W ^’^T’'?^ w»rlb ah nit 
It f(>free. TvlluKlbo how to curu vniar* 
uctKWUinB.rorceyeB.ndUnifHtifht—Alloyo 
ti'Uiiblt'H wllh juunlesB medloiiivH, at 
gmull expenau at home. A. J. I'ultnur. 
Molro80,li»wii, WRBcured of Indneaa lu 3 
nwntlm. Hope for everyone. Advirofreo. 

OR. W. 0. COFFEE. 012 Good Block, Des Moines, la.

the

pro- 
was

tlo energy as possible by the directing working under different State auspices, all missionary work In its own territory, 
power. Of course, while human nature wherever desirable. rest upon each State Association?"
remains dwarfed by tlie false teachings Question No. G. I would favor a reso- • Each Stale Association should have 
of the past, selfishness will creep in lution being passed by the N. S. A. that the direction of affairs within its limits, 
but it should be eliminated as far as ------ *— " * ’” ’ -•------ ’ ” • - -the reports of the president, secretary, But if this is done there should be an 

ffSSwiVih^^ <™" “’• “l»“l “ls; 

Conventions. brains than money.
Question No. 7. In tho early days of Is any state entitled to more than

“Religion as Revealed, by the Material 
pd Spiritual Universe." By B,/ D. 
Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A compact and 
Comprehensive view of the subject; 
Philosophic, historic, analytical and crlt- 
teal; facts nnd data needed, by every 
Undent and especially by every 8plr- 
ttuallyt. One of the very best books on 
(he subject. Price reduced to $1, post- 
ige, 10 cents, cloth; paper, 50 cents. 
For sale at this office.

"The Molecular Hypothesis of Na- 
lure." By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood. 
Prof. Lockwood Is recognized as one-of 
jbe ablest lecturers on the spiritual ros-

would publish a reported expose unless 
I had the positive proof that it was a 
genuine expose. Good honest people 

-are sometimes mistaken. Years ago I 
sat In a seance in which I was certain: 
there was fraud practiced.- I could 
hardly refrain from denouncing the me
dium as a vile fraud. I persuaded my
self to go again so as to make assur
ance doubly sure. I went again and re
ceived one of tlie very best proofs of 
tho genuineness of the physical phe
nomena I ever had; and this experience 
proved to me that what I saw the night 
before was genuine Spiritual phenome
na, The fakes should bo exposed, but 
not to wrong an honest medium, for 

■ they have enough to enduro without 
making their work still harder for

organized with the highest and holiest 
of purposes, the betterment and final 
happiness of the human race, still, as 
conditions change the demands upon it 
become different and therefore its law 
of action must be altered. Uniformity 
has not been observed, tlierefore, in 
some states we have both local and 
state associations chartered by the N. 
S. A., which is entirely wrong. It 
seems to us that State Associations are 
necessary to the best and most thor
ough progressive work. And then it 
follows in the same line that the local 
society is equally necessary but should 
reach the National only through the 
State. All should have thc same basl“ 
of representation, thus assuring equal 
rights to all.

The matter of individual membership 
in State Associations is a somewhat 
bothersome‘question, but we believe 
that when the person is hot represented 
through a local society, then he should 
have tlie right to vote in the .State con
vention; especially should he if his lo
cality has no regularly organized so
ciety; when it has, then they should 
come in that way and op the same plan. 
As soon as a State Is organized, all the 
local societies should become a part of 
It. In unorganled states, where local 
societies are chartered, it should be 
with this understanding. When mat
ters are so arranged, we will have equal 
representation or "equal buffrage," if 
you please in the N. S. A., and not until 
then.

The purpose of the N. S. A. mission
ary should be to carry the work into un- 
organized territory and also to nourish 
weak State Associations, giving them 
many times the very help they need to 
makh them strong and capable of stand
ing alone. . -

And again, the State Association 
should hold the same relation to local 
societies, assisting their weak localities 
and organizing new fields, and when the 
State is strong and can stand alone, 
then let it do so, and even the same 
with the local organization when it is 
strong and can help itself, and even1 
reach out and help Its neighbors, then it 
does not need to. be fed especially by 
the parent, but can in turn through .this 
parent association help to spread the 
light to those who are less favored.

The officiary of the N. S. A. should he 
chosen from different parts of the na
tion, so that .all, east and west, north 
and south, might have a voice on this 
board of managers. If the officers are 
from the same locality, then it becomes 
a local affair and not a national. How 
can a board tell what Is best for the

possible.
Keeping In mind tlie thought of ef

fective organization, we should say tliat 
If the responsibility for missionary ef
fort were to rest upon the state or local । j . i ■ , nassociations it should be a delegated M?a®rn Spiritualism 1 was opposed to one representative on the Board of 
and limited responisblllty Otherwise »rIntlu’’ My T” ” ° < N>’ 8' A" ^ Ch. T8
there Is likely to be a conflict that will «ie Spiritualists themselves were yet auxiliaries In nearly every State in the 
soon paralyze the organic motor nerves. Incompetent judges of the manifold Union.

We think the time of the.NaUonal As medial laws. I find this incompetency There should be no auxiliaries except 
anciation should not’bo silent In listen- not yot who"y removed. There Is, through Slate Associations, and the sociation snouiu not spent in listen howover> great advance. I think the Trustees should be selected in propor
ing to the reading or ioima) official re- y10 ]{nowie(]ge Of mediumship now suf- tion to the numbers Interested in their 
IXinn in nr advanced to warrant printing respectful localities.

enni • Thorn o every case where a sufficient number of Replying to No. 8, without quoting It,date of the convention. There should good Spiritualists sign the condemns- It is my opinion that those reports 
certainly be time for calm- and full dis- tion papers. There may be other ways should be published several weeks prev- 
cusslon of all matters of .importance, of being "satisfied of the informant's re- ious to the annual convention. With 
officer^rTo^^^ liability." The “fraud” Is in even In- those reports before us any of us would
tion bv tho indivhiiini stance a medium, and a good medium, be able to advise our delegates by cor-

As to whether publishers pf Spiritual- H« “ b”1 the right education and respondence or the whole convention 
____understanding to make a valued instru- through tlie press.

1st pap 10,U d 1 , \ or Au ment. Better two guilty escape, than The question No. 7, is a very import-
pOSUres done UI tne name or spiritual- one jnnocent suffer. I see the camp ant one. It is my opinion that every 
ism," I am inclined to reply-in the at- meetings are coming to test mediums Jannes and Jambres in Spiritualism 
flrmatlve, with this proviso. That such before endorsing them. This is tailing sliould be exposed publicly and repeat- 
exposures bo not sought after nor the a w[se st0]) “The honest like to be edly through our press; but I am not 
fraud-hunting spirit encouraged. Sure- watched, the dishonest ought to be." the one who shall try to ferret out these 
^ l'leie ,s n° 80°fi rcasou why a Spirit Madison, Wis. E. W. BALDWIN. frauds. I had a little experience in that 
ualistic trickster should be permitted to ________ , ,________ lino once, which taught me that we
travel from' one end of the country to , had Spiritualists in the country who pre-
the°‘her f°ollnS the unwary and over- MENTAL FREEDOM URGED. fprred to havc Splritualism advanced 
credulous Spiritualists, misleading and -------- m f \
destroying the hopes of honest invest!- L L r ,7 1V e absence ol
gators and intensifying the prejudice of An Element of Discord and Weakness, genuine mediumship, than to have it 
multitudes against Spiritualism without -------- n0, advanced at all. I am honestly a
being unmasked by the Spiritualist pa- While not a member of the N. S. A. Spiritualist, and I want to convince 
pers. Let the light of publicity be I recognize that it may be made a very l’e°Pio by genuine phenomena or none, 
thrown upon the nefarious work of such useful instrument -for good. But it [^“^"m® medhinT s^iplemeM^^ 
scoundrels. Spiritualists and the pub- can not answer this purpose by the . lri n i „ f f tbem have no conn 
lie could then be put on their guard promulgation of a creedal declaration , i‘‘ „?, >
against counterfeit manifestations. If of principles or “faith” which embodies uc uianifestalions whatevoi, insomuch
Spiritualists will not do this work things that are in no proper sense a h^Lever did® tlmcmuVe^^ 
through their own papers, nor suffer It part of Spiritualism. To set forth such 9 “ no d^ the
to be done, those who believe in genu- mooted questions, as an exposition of ? , 0 J.. “ate £J* 1 8 t
ine phenomena or none at all will be Spiritualism, is to Invite antagonism, ^°n®’ot ^ “ttered them but fof
forced to aid the secular press in doing' and bring discord and weakness. . tbe qUestiOn We live in a day o£ adul- 
& or B^V118111?3 we" CMt tT?^- .My nelKhb°r has no right to force his t a EVery arllcl0 of housellol(1 
lots with those who aro opposed to all views upon me and set.them forth as , . , „ , ,

■ ■ - 1 my belief, if he has such right, i have use Is more or Jess adulterated; our
an equal right to do tho same by him. physicians very seldom do us any good

KORADINE wiK»^ ,
KODINE, a charming, prophetic story, by 

gradual sequence develops a pliiioMophy of life, 
teaching that- bodily healt-h Is jiossihle to all, 
that physical ailments may be prevented and 
relieved, and the paver to overcome every dlf« 
Acuity lhiit one meets.

Helen Van Anderson.—1 have laughed and 
cried While reading Koradine. It Is un inspire. 
tLn m enter jn^

publishing co'.’. 
Iclhril, uve., Chicago.

The above Is the number ot the pres
ent Issue of Tho Progressive Thinker, 
as printed at tbo top of the first page, 
right bund corner. It this number cor
responds wllh the figures on your wrap
per, then the time you have paid for lias 
expired, and you are requested to renew 
your subscription. This number nt tho 
right hand coiner of the first page Is ad
vanced each week, showing the number 
of Progressive Thinkers issued up to 
date. Keep watch of the number on 
the tag of your wrapper.

THE SPIRITUAL • 
SIGNIFICANCE.

Madison, Wis. E. W. BALDWIN.
A VERY IMPORTANT WORK.

MENTAL FREEDOM URGED.

train. In this little volume ho presen 
h succinct form the substance of h 
lectures on tho Molecular Hypothesis If Nature; and presents his views ns^ 

'lotnonstrathig a scientific basis of Spl 
tlhinllsni. The book Is commended ’

them. E. W. SPRAGUE.

7
Jr-who love to study and think. < 
Mo nt this office. Price, 25 cents.;'

s "Human Culture and Oure> ^^ ^ .
5J Sexual Development, nnd »" .r

a Voiding." By E. D. Babbitt, Mt D,, 
7L. D. A most excellent and very vab 
liable work, by the Dean of the College
of Fino Forces, and Author of otber.lin- 

’'Gleanings from tho nostrum." By portent volumes on Health, Social Bel- .................. - . - j cnee, RC]](T|0ni ct0 pr|ce, cloth, 75 
cents. For sale at thia office.t

B. French. Olotb, $1. Btr sale aS 
office.

.11

psychic phenomena. For honest medi
ums I, have the most profound respect; 
for tho counterfeiters, not a scintilla. 
Let them, be impaled on the editor's 
keenest-pointed pen and held up to pub
lic execration.

WALTER P. WILLIAMS.
Washington, D. C.

great whole unless they are fair rep
resentatives ot the various sec^“® 
that compose that Whole? , 
are, and r te imbued witli the brotherly 
love that,.Ilses above self and says, 
.".Whatever is best for the whole, race, 
that is best for me,” then we will stand 
for truth wherever It leads, and by 
publicly denouncing fraud and trickery 
and opposing those who "would throw ri. 
cloak over tho tricksters, wo will finally 
purify our ranks and rid ourselves of 
fungus growth. I would also suggest 
that when tricksters are1 caught be
yond-a doubt, they be published. If 
the papers refuse' to publish them and 
warn the people that a counterfeit is 
going about, then let officers and others 
•write to each--other the facts and 
spread the alarm in that way. Then on 
the other hand lot us tell to the world 
the story of those who are true and 
loyal, of those who give tlie messages 
simply as'they-are given to them by 
our dear ones. When you got phwiomo-

SOME SUGGESTIONS

From a Leading Thinker in Missouri.

In answering Brother Francis' quer
ies I am naturally influenced by a con
sideration of our own church machinery 
and organization. Our national conven
tion assembles at Omaha in October, 
and is In many respects a model of .en
ergetic and systematic co-operation. I 
would say:

1. By all means encourage state as
sociations. They might be upon simi
lar though not necessarily uniform 
plans. Let each state association have 
the direction of missionary work with
in: its own borders. A missionary of the 
N. S. A. should be free, to go anywhere 
the board saw an opening for him.

2; As to memberships. Let each, 
state, as a state,, have one member and 
one only in the N. S. A. But in the 
state—(a) Let each sooiety of five or 
more members have one delegate, or. 
member, in the state ■association, (b) 
Let anyone become an annual member 
by paying $2.50 per year, or (c) a life 
member upon payment of 550 in five in
stallments. (d) Let ’everV. editor and 
publisher of a strictly spiritualist paper 
or magazine, having i bona fide circula
tion of 2,000 or moreficopids^be a mem
ber both of the N. S. A. antl'.bf his state
association. >P .

Harmony—with a vengeance! and often a great deal ot harm, our re
There are points upon Which all 116,011 18 ^iterated mythralsm Since 

„ mediumship became a purchasable com- Spiritualists are united. Just these, moqity, it has also partaken of tlie 
and none other, should be embodied in spirit of the age.
a'ny declaration purporting to represent

cordant with truth. To do otherwise, is alraost in the same town. The
to infringe upon his mental freedom and ^^ ag R tQ me ls or.
moral rights; and any organized body „anlzation Bo th . when medium 
that does this, places itself in a false po- M \ , meu‘u,

•sition to Spiritualism. c0™9 lnto 9 Place he W be required
In justice to all, there should to produce his o^ her papers showing 

be no statement which even one real that he or she has been endorsed by 
be no statement to which even one real some State organization or Spiritual
believer In the phenomena and phil- ists. Of course our State Boards should 
osophy of Spiritualism can not accept, be composed of careful and competent 
Let us not pvt one Spiritualist In the men and women who would never issue 
attitude of believing something he does ordination or other "papers till after the 
not believe—an attitude of enforced most careful and patient Investigation 
hypocrisy—or else compel him to stay of their mediumship. Indeed, I would 
outside our fold to maintain his mental make It very difficult to obtain such

I would allow individual^'also to be
come annual or life members upon pay-J 
ment of $5 for annual, or $100 for life 
membership. And any society should 
be allowed to have one-of more annual 
or life members up ah payment of the 
same sums respectively. This is to ap
ply to membership in the N/S. A. And 
I would give all deldiates/jih members 
full voting power. 'J ■? . .

3. I would hot publish’’ report? ^_ 
president, treasurer, 8 etii!.('||>tff & 
convention. ■>.

4; Mercilessly expose every -fraud.. 
If Spiritualist papers condone or con
ceal fraud then secular and religious 
journiils will have room to pronounce 
tho whole thing a fraud. ; ”

From the bottom of my heart I wish 
you well. ELD. H. W. B. MYRICK.

Gentryville,'Mo; '

freedom and moral integrity. papers, and I should also reserve the
I think it would be a wise plan to right in State Boards to revoke these 

publish the ‘Reports” a few weeks In certificates, and publish such revoca- 
advanco of the meeting; It would give tions whenever they had sufficient rea- 
tlme for full consideration and prepara- sons for doing so.
tion on the part of delegates. And, let Speaking of the differentations of 
the reports be boiled down, so that the faith or belief among Spiritualists, I am 
wayfaring man, however busy, may find unable to see why we should draw any 
ample time to read them. Have nihr on Hues. Nearly all beliefs are mere 
poor, M owwtea b™^ “ fl^ttSSffl 

The present system concerning dele- sh°' __ account of his acceptance of a 
gates is evidently detective and works ““E on “ p-j of the existence or 
Injustice in some cases. The Assocla- G0(1 or n0 UOU, w Jesus, or of
tion can and should modify and amend non-existence of tne ^ tbere was 
therein. the Bible as an evidonct . ^^yed as 1

In some respects it would seem that once a class of people woo i
Aoonriatiolis are more essential' do concerning intercourse Wiui tuo 

than a National It is not. needful that world of spirits, etc. Let as unite upon 
they be organized on a strictly literal what we know, and discuss those dif- 
uniform plan, but like the Constitutions ferences As to matters of speculation, 
of the State? of our Union, ^here should lAcomn, Wash. p, w. HUiiL. 
be the fibre of general harmony running ’ ’ * ’ 1 ~

• through the local divergences. I "The Religion of the Future." By 8.
-The matter of publishing exposures Well. This Is a work of far more than 

of fraud is in some respects a delicate ordinary power nnd value, by a bold, 
one. Good mediums are sometimes j untrammeled thinker. Spiritualists who 
cruelly wronged by such accusations, love deep, clear thought, reverent for 
and Injustice and Injury of this kind truth alone, will be pleased with it, and 
should be carefully and conscientiously well repaid by Its perusal For sale at 
avoided. At the same time when all this office. Price, cloth 81; paper, 50

1 doubt of fraud Is rembved, it Is justice I cents.
both to the honest and true medium as "Origin of Life, or Where Man Domes

, “The Life Booklets.”. By Ralph 
’(Valdo Trine. Three daintily beautiful 
little books, finely adapted for holiday 
presents. Tbo titles ure, ‘“Character 
Building by Thought Power," “Every 
Living Creature," and "The1 Greatest 
Thing ever known.” The matter Is of 
high-toned' spiritual character and of 
helpful purpose- r,’,ce 85 cehts caLi^ 
or $1,00 for tho three*; ~n;?

Tlie Spiritual Slgulllcance Is by Lilian 
Whiting, author of “The World Beau- 
Uful," “After Her Death," "Kate Field, 
A Record,” "A Study of Elizabeth Bar- 
rett Browning.” -C*othl,?ll!?;Ie Of her

Whiting finds the
new tek in thfi^ “^ f™“ AUrOrn 
Leleb:” i"If a man could feel
Not one, but every day, feast, fast, and

working-day,
The spiritual significance burn through 
The hieroglyphic of material shows, 
Henceforward be would paint tba 

globe with wings."
The alm of this book is to reveal the 

curiously cluse correspondence between 
tlio developments of modern science and 
spiritual laws; to note that new forces, 
as discovered and applied in wireless 
telegraphy, are simply laws of- an un
seen realm Into which Immunity is rap
idly advancing and thus gaining a new 
environment. From this evolutionary 
progress, as Illustrated by physical sci
ence the author of "The World Beauti
ful” continues the same argument pie- 
eented In those volumes In a plea that 
the future life Is the contluuatlou and 
development of our present life in ail 
Its faculties and powers, aud that the 
present mny be ennobled by the con
stant sense of the Divine Presence, and 
a truer knowledge of the nature of man 
and his relations to God tend to a 
higher morality and increasing happi
ness. The book is characterized by tho 
same essential style and qualities that 
have Insured for “The World Beautl- 
ful” volumes an almost world-wide
OTHER BOOKS BY LILIAN WHIT-

1 Alx •
Kate Field, A Record. Price $2.
A Study of Elizabeth Barrett Brown

ing, Price $1.25.
The World Beautiful Three Series. 

Each $1
From Dreamland Sent, and Other 

Poems, $1 Hiese books are for sate 
nt this office- _____

THE WOMAN’S BiBLB
PART l.-The Pentateuch.

Comments on Genesis, Exodus, T^'i^is, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy.,17 Ullzab 
Stanton, Lillie Devereux Rlalre. Bev. Rbcoo 
Hanaford, Clam Bewick Colby, Ellen Battelle 
Deltriclc Mrs- Louisa Southworth, Ursula N. 
Gestefeld, aud Francis E Barr.

THE WOMAN'S BIBLE.-PARTII.
Tntlanq Klncs Prophets and Apostles. Com- juugus, lungs, jriui now Testaments, from moutsou HlOOld ^“d N W vents two keen. Tnchmk to Revelation. Tno c lt of vacUcJ3 JOSnuaw.^J H of wit, tne of lhe

«'^ butenchiin R^ M|lloAfi 
minds of the dny andthlWVa J
Bible teachings relating to V»*OM11U1’ 11 ICO 01 
each, paper. 50 conta.

HOLLIS—THIRTY-SEVEN ' From." "Tho Evolution of the Spirit
well as to the trickster, that the tricks- from Matter Through Organic Pro- 
ter shall be publicly pilloried and cesses, or How the Spirit Body Grows." 
branded for what he Is. Such a course By Michael Faraday. Price 10 cents, 
will be a protection to tho genuine me- For sale at this office.
dium, through the punishment of the "A Conspiracy Against the Republic.” 
deceiver. It Is proper, before publish- By Charles B. Waite, A M„ author of.

' ------ - ' " .......... “History of the Christian Religion to
the Year 200,” etc. A condensed state-

Ing such cases; to be well assured of 
the facts, so that, as far. as may be pos-
sible, only the guilty shall suffer. Spir
itualists should be tho ones to detect 
and expose.fraud, rather than outsiders 
and enemies. JAS. C. UNDERHILL.

-Hammond, Ind.

“The Present Age and Inner Life; 
Ancient and Modern Mysteries Classi
fied nnd Explained.” By Andrew Jack- 
son Davis. We have a few copies of 

[ thlB work by. the celebrated seer.
Ctotb, $1.10, > ;ArY.^

ment of facts concerning the efforts of 
church lenders to get control of the gov-, 
ernmeut. An Important work. Paper, 
25 cents. For sale nt this office.

“Buddhism and Its Christian Critics,” 
I By Dr Paul Oarus. An excellent study 
of Buddhism; compact yet eoiuprobon- 
oive. Paper, BO cents. Cloth, $1125. 
For onio at this office. . . .<v,

“A Few Words About the Devil, and 
Other Essays.” By Charles Bradlaugh, 

I Paper, 50 cents. For sale at this office

A Conspiracy Against the Republic
By Charle. B. Woito A. M.,»uihor ^

ThriRtlRD Kcligton to tho Year 200. eta. A con- tno cnrisiiBu » . ^o fnotB concoro|nB the effort* 
to SO* control of tho sovorn! 

M? work. Price, paper, 85 wnte
For oato at this office.
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for Mio uwii oflloo. ■

ANCIENT INDIA:
Ito LiDCotjfe and Religions, By Prof* H. OlienMT^ 
Paper, w cents. 1’or solo at thio offleo.

APOLLONIUS OF TYANA. 
Identified as the Christian Jobib, 

A wonflcrfal commonlcatlon. eipUlnlDg how IH?tSd tMObins* were utilised to fornmW£h“«
FHco 10 cenu. For.eMeat tbit oilvu. Wli» 
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Wliat It Means: A Free Expression on the Questions of Greatest Im[)ortance to Spiritualism M ^UCit^Vfi Instructive, and Deeply Interesting. This Symposium.
* TRUTH, AND HER CRUCIFIED. AN ASSUMPTION. INVESTIGATORS.

IThe Motto of the New Spiritual DIspcn- 
■ cation.

That the N. 8. A. Has Done a Grand 
Work for Spiritualism.

Some of Them Are MoreDlshontst than 
Mediums.

AN ACT OF FOLLY

To Embody Opr V/ews In a Creed for 
Spiritualists.

IMPORTANT QUESTION. FROM THE PACIFIC COAST. COPY CLOSELY.

Try to Reform Mediums Who Practice 
Fraud.

Progress Causes Commotion In Every 
Department of Life.

The Government of the United Stated

To the Editor;—In reply to your ques
tions submitted for critical considera
tion, I beg to offer the following expres
sions:

I first group questions one and two, 
making an affirmative of the second, 
that "state associations are essential," 

, nnd aa far as possible, "organized on a 
uniform plan,” for the existence of u 
National organization. Immediately 
after the initial effort at organization as 
a national movement I claimed and still 
more firmly contend that the province 
and powers of the N. S. A., to form a 
truly national organization, were purely 
tentative, and its legitimate, efficient 
survival must await organized state 
representation which, the initial move
ment might inspire.

Organized government is nil whether 
. It be of sbciologlc, civic, scientific, edu

cational or religious character, without 
active, elementary contributory parts. 
This 1b a truism and simply needs to be 

.stated.
Organization by resolution on paper 

is but organization on probation. Now 
comes the question, “what changes in 
its organic law will make the N. S. A. 
more efficient?”

When a member of the New York 
State Spiritualist Association board I 
formulated plans for submission to the 
N. S. A. convention, as a state expres
sion, suggesting changes in the organic 
Jaw of the N. S. A. I ceased the quest 
out of respect to the sensitiveness ot 
some nurses of the national infant, and 
also concluded that under the control
ling regime It would be of little use to 
pereist.

Some of those suggestions were: 1st, 
Tliat where state organizations existed’ 
or thereafter formed the chartering of 
state societies should be exclusively by 
and under the jurisdiction of the re
spective state associations, and the 
transfer or cancellation of all charters 
previously granted by the N. S. A. in 
those'states, and through state provis
ions find expression in the National 
body. -

Second. That the state delegate rep
resentation in the N. S. A. convention 
be composed of a majority of each state 
board, first including its officers and 

. also a determinate number of delegates 
elected at large, as the state organiza
tion might provide.

Third. That no professional public 
working medium be eligible as an exec- 

. utive member of either state or Nation
al boards.

Fourth. That al! missionary work be 
under the control of each state associa
tion within its territory.

These are changes I would now pre
sent in reply to your first question.

Recognizing as legitimate the many 
Jifferentiatlons mentioned in the circu- 
Ar, and having been convinced that 
Bplritualism must of necessity be, in a 
sense, denominational; time and place 
should determine the character of mis
sionary work. A live, active, discern
ing state board should best know the 
needs of its districts.

In the matter of professional medl- 
>ms doing public work being ineligible 
!o membership in executive boards, it is 
lar from my desire or purpose to dep
recate in the least, the sincerity, capa
bilities and value of mediumship; in 
’act true mediumship is a necessity in 
ipiritual endeavor.

When the subject is forced to the 
’ront as a managerial proposition, there 
s sufficient data of experience of the 
past twenty years to affirm the wisdom 
of such a provision in all organized 
Spiritualist bodies. It is pleasing to 
note the good results coming from a 
partial observance of this suggested 
provision of late years, in the N. S. A. 
Possibly surprisingly good results are 
awaiting its strict obseryance all along 
the line of organized effort.

In the matter of changes in delegate 
representation and exclusive state juris
diction within Its territory, 1 refer to 
New York and other states where the 
more prosperous societies were first 
chartered with the N. S. A., and still 
pressed for special allegiance to that 
oody, to the decided weakening of state 
association efforts, The divided alle
giance has effected and can effect little 
other than injury to the cause. It is 
palpably illogical and made more so 
when a class of persons persist in auto
cratic and disfranchising methods of 
procedure when autonomy and evolu
tionary processes are in great part the 
bases of the spiritual hypothesis.

The pleas that the N. S. A. can not 
undo its past action in the issuing ot 
charters, or "that I would not miss at
tending the annual national feast, and 
personal gratification, for anything,” 
are puerile in the extreme,when a great 

_ and glorious cause is begging for nur
ture at the hands of the masses.

It should be up to the states what the 
N. S. A. shall be and do.

The foregoing assumes that which 
must be plain to every though’tful mind, 
viz., the larger exists by virtue of its 
parts. ;? ■ ? . :

I fail to see any adequate results com- 
mg from the N. S. A. as a distinct, lone 
oody.

True, in a sense the name gives a su
perficial tone and character to the 
Cause, but experience has proven that 
where contentions have arisen, battles 
:o be fought, legislation or other pro
jects to be opposed, the N. S. A. had no 
standing ns compared .with an able 
state representation.

What the N. S. A. Tailed to do in pro
tecting its mediums within the narrow 
limits of its headquarters, tbe N. Y. S. 
8. A. did for its mediums within the 
broad territory of the state with its 
seven million people. One who is dis
posed to resent stricture in this article 
will first please consult past records.

Mr. Editor, there already has been 
too much printer’s ink, gray brain mat
ter and donations to railroad corpora- 
lions, wasted in the attempt to build, 
bolster and give life to a national or
ganization with insufficient and improp
erly delegated powers. The legitimate 
fruitage ever must be cliques, unworthy 
strifes with a view to undue personal 
accentuation.

Let there be developed a legitimate 
national body with supervisory powers 
and legislative functions made so by 
convocated consensed opinion of prop
erly organized and authorized delega
tions.

Now, briefly as to question seven. It 
Is better that the vermin of a house
hold bo exterminated by the taistress 
thereof, and she ought to prefer no pub
licity. There may be mitigating cir
cumstances that publicity would work 
Injustice both to the mistress and the 
yormln.

0! the almost criminal duplicity of 
many Spiritualists who appreciate only 
phenomena. Contrivances, machines, 
etc., adapted to the gathering of odlc 
forces of individuals are too often 
hailed as the means of expression for 
those In the spirit. ' ;

Such devices for making a dishonest, 
living aro numerous nt all times 
throughout tiie country. Like the mis
tress of the house with vermin, the real 
breeders of trickery object to publicity. 
It disturbs the enjoyment of their inter
pretation of pure Spiritualism.
t The matter pl exposure and publicity

In regard to the differences of opinion 
existing among Spiritualists concerning 
God, Christ, the Bible, church, and 
many other things we wish to say thin: 
First, we think the National Associa
tion, in view of the fact of the conglom
eration of ideas expressed by the many, 
has done and is doing a grand work, as 
at least tho outsiders realize that wo 
have an organization that has placed 
Spiritualism in a position to command 
the respect of all concerned. Person
ally, we believe in accepting truth from 
all sources. The Bible being a history, 
it contains.many beautiful gems of 
thought, and certainly if it proves any
thing it should' convince all honest- 
minded people, that spirit return and 
spirit communion have occurred in the 
past as at the present time. If believ
ing In a Supreme Intelligence is a 
creed, then by all means let us have a 
creed, and let each one of us who claim 
to be spiritual-minded worship God in 
spirit and In truth. Some of the most 
potent forces in nature are unseen, and 
yet we know they exist. So with Jove 
and other things we cannot define, and 
as regards Christ or the Nazarene, if he 
had the gifts of discerning spirits, 
prophecy, healing the sick, and other 
gifts too numerous to mention, why 
should we discard him and declare we 
do' not believe he ever existed? Der" 
talnly he had the divine spark within 
him, as all have, and while we do not 
worship him as a God we can look upon 
him as an elder brother who taught the 
higher Spiritualism, and be profited 
thereby.

As regards question No. 7, whether 
publishers shall publish all accounts ot 
trickery and fraud, we think that will 
have to be left to the discretion of the, 
publisher. Personally we have no use 
for the trickster, and believe all fraud
ulent demonstrations should be ex
posed, but the question arises, how can 
we always tell? We know that many 
demonstrations require darkness, and it 
Jb a difficult task to always be able to 
separate the results of the medium’s 
guides and the tricks of the fakir, and 
we have come to the conclusion that 
when earnest Spiritualists are con
vinced of the truths of Spiritualism and 
cease to demand a test of spirit return 
every day In the week, but will allow 
their own spirit to gather, from the 
great storehouse of knowledge, and al
low their own intuition and inspiration 
to assist them in climbing the spiritual 
Alps, they will have less reason to com
plain of fraudulent demonstrations, but 
will become so imbued with the spirit 
of lovo and light that decarnate souls 
will assist them, and together we shall 
through the law of love and evolution 
go on and on unto perfect life.

Detroit, Mich. NELLIE S. BAADE.

The conflicting opinions in reference 
to Spiritualism are not Spiritualism at 
all, but rather the way people look at 
the subject,

It is no wonder that such should। be 
the case, after over fifty years of open 
discussion aud freedom of expression, 
without a single definite head to define 
the real meaning of Spiritualism.

Until within .the last few years, our 
speakers were more directly under the 
control of spirits and taught Spiritual
ism. For the past few years there has 
been almost everything taught from the 
Spiritualist rostrum, until there seems 
to be no settled ideas about the matter, 
hence, confusion, contention, discord 
and added deception on the part of so 
many who claim to be Spiritualists has 
disgusted and disheartened many good 
people and driven them into other isms, 
as well as into.the liberal churches; iu 
(he meantime these church-people have 
to a certain extent become the real ex
ponents of Modern Spiritualism upon a 
higher plane. ✓

Their advantages of having flue 
church buildings,
uX wHn^S facts ho °ne 
can (jeny. Hence we are in a state of 
chaos, and it is no wonder that an able 
editor of one of the best papers printed 
should’appeal to his friends for advice 
on some of the most important ques-
tlons of this age.

There is but one way of judging 
the future, and tliat Is by the past, 
we reason from this standpoint it 
evident that in a few years more
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THE AGE OF REASON.

Exemplified In the Open Court.

As to the changes, if any, to make the 
N. S. A. more efficient, the present man
agement are probably the best Judges 
of that matter; 1. e., they ought to be.

1 think state associations, organized 
by individuals, who feel interest enough 
in truth to warrant them in proclaiming 
it, should be organized on a uniform 
plan, and each contributing member 
should be allowed full voting privileges.

To question four, I would say: The re
sponsibility for all missionary work 
should rest upon each state association,
where there is one. Organization is 
tally important!

The board of trustees of the N. 8. 
should be a small number of five

vl-

or
seven members, and should not be scat
tered too much, in order to be efficient.

It would be a good idea if the reports 
of the officers were made and printed, 
at least fifteen days prior to the meet
ings of the N. S. A. each year,

Spiritualist papers should-publish ex
posures of all trickery, when satisfied 
of their informant’s reliability. To re
frain from exposing trickery and fraud, 
would be to pattern after the churches, 
Who hold their church trials behind 
closed doors, making them regular 
"star-chamber" trials. The secular 
newspapers rarely expose the derelic
tions of the clergy. They more fre
quently furnish the paint and white
wash, to make “their sins, though they 
be of scarlet, to be as white as wool,”

I have no fault to find with the N. S. 
A. It has probably done the best that 
could be done with the ways and means 
available, ’ihe importance of this great 
movement (though hardly realized), it 
is destined to have great influence in 
molding the future social condition of 
this country. The Spiritualist press Is 
doing good work in spreading the glo
rious gospel of Spiritualism and should 
be encouraged; for verily Is "the la
borer worthy of hls hire.”

In conclusion, I have only to exhort 
the rising generation of Spiritualists to 
stand firm. Study the constitution and 
laws of your country, under which all 
Institutions of men (and there are no 
other) are entitled to a fair and decent 
consideration. “The Age of Reason” 
commenced with the birth of the United 
States, and to us and our posterity is 
committed the great responsibility of 
preserving and perpetuating a free gov
ernment' in the Occident.

C. H. MATHEWS.
New Philadelphia, Ohio.

Will be hard to find an old-fashioned 
Spiritualist. We often hear it re
marked already, "Oh, he is an old-fash
ioned Spiritualist."

If one is a close observer he will call 
to mind the fact that the early investi
gators of modern spirit manifestations, 
also the early writers of the same, have 
given to the world what Is termbd Mod
ern Spiritualism unadulterated. All 
other terms are but modifications, and 
have come Into existence by reason of 
previous teaching and Ignorant inter
pretations of life here and hereafter.

Now, then, what can be done to bring 
out of this chaotic mass of Ideas that 
which will stand the test, and finally be 
accepted by the majority? One tiling 
1b certain, that the Spiritualists so- 
called, cannot control and monopolize 
Spiritualism. One class of people have 
no more claim upon tbe inhabitants of 
the spirit world than another, no more 
bo than one race of people had the right 
to monopolize the American continent 
when discovered by Columbus. -The 
sooner the Spiritualists recognize this 
fact and govern themselves according
ly, the belter for themselves and tho 
cause.they represent.

If these statements are true—and 1 
challenge aqy one to refute them, then 
the Spiritualists cannot hope for any 
higher possession than to become fac
tors in the work of spiritualizing the hu
man race.

I am sure this can be better accom
plished by organization.

1. Spiritualism is a system or doc
trine as opposed to materialism, hence, 
it has but one opponent.

2. The ideas supported by the very 
best authority is that Intelligent, indi
vidualized, conscious spiritual beings 
can, and do communicate with mortal 
men.

But what chiefly interests Spiritual
ists, is the assurance of Ufa and prog
ress after death, and the moral and re
ligious teachings which they obtain 
through automatic writing and trance 
speaking. Here is the foundation of 
Modern Spiritualism, and the sooner 
the Spiritualists' come together and 
agree upon a declaration of principles, 
based upon these facts, and devise a 
correct system of organic work, the 
better.

Yes, we need a superior head or Na
tional Association. We also need state 
societies, but the most important of all 
should be relegated to the local associ
ations, for with well organized local 
work, a state association could be made 
of much use by furnishing proper repre
sentatives and support to a National 
association. The state association 
should be supported by the local. In 
a well-arranged organic work a division 
of territory with some definite purpose 
which Would result in bringing unity 
and co-operation among the Spiritual
ists.

In reference to fraud and trickery 
among mediums. I will say that with 
fifty years’ experience with nearly every 
phase of mediumship I have found more 
meanness and dishonesty among inves
tigators than I have among mediums.

As a general rule, mediums are hon
est, but Um Influence that is brought to 
bearupon an honest medium In an un
guarded moment Is more than any hu
man soul can withstand.

It is a "wonder that our mediums have 
stood the pressure as well as they have. 
They have been misrepresented and ev
ery conceivable invention . has been 
made and used to test them, the investi
gators have even lied and tried time 
and again to deceive their spirit friends, 
and then expect honest manifestations. 
I believe the people will be held respon
sible for the use they have made of me
diumship. Wrong or fraud should be 
checked wherever found, be it in medi
umship or any other calling.

D. M. KING.
Mantua Station, Ohio.

should rest with authorized committees 
of state associations to sustain, and If 
need be, defend in court true, honest 
mediums and institute criminal pro
ceedings against pretenders or dishon
est ones.

Call this if you please a “censorship” 
committee of which a true, honest me
dium should have no fear. Let the 
Spiritualist press look to the committee 
of a state for announcement of wrong
doing, in this respect keeping in mind 
that it is “our friend the enemy” tliat is 
gnawing at the vitals of the cause.

A re-reading of the “Open Court” cir
cular brings many thoughts to mind, 
but space will not permit further ex
pression, only, to say, let us have organ
ized effort in the cause Inclusive from 
small associate societies to the N. 8. A., 
and in view of the differentiations, each 
of which is anchored to the general 
spiritual hypothesis, let each seek one 
focal point of expression which in tho 
case, under consideration should be the 
N. S. A.

For centuries the motto of . the 
Christian church has been "Christ and 
Him Crucified.” I take the privilege of 
paraphrasing and feminizing that mot
to into one that comprises all Christs, 
all Saviors, all life and cosmic law and 
which may well bo tho motto of the new 
spiritual dispensation; tho new relig
ion; the new philosophy for apprehen
sion and worship—"Truth and Her Cni-

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

What Changes In Its Organic Law Will 
Make the N. S. A. More Efficient?

ciflcd." W. WINES SARGENT.
New York City.
"The Pantheism''of-Modern Science.” 

By F. E. Titus, Barrister; Toronto; Can
ada. A summary; of recent •'InVeBtlga. 
tlons Into Life, Force and Substance, 
and conclusions therefrom. Price 10 
cents. For sale at this office.

With eighteen large bodies of differ
ing Spirltualiuts enumerated and 1 don’t 
know how many more hot in the list, it 
would seem to uny' one an act of folly 
to embody our views in a declaration of 
principles. A statement should be put 
before the world of that; which makes 
Spiritualism .on wliich all are agreed; 
and it would fie wise to counsel all who 
can bo content themselves, to remain 
where they are in the church or out of 
it, at least till they, desire the change. 
To be a socialist it.is not necessary for 
one to break chprch connections or an
tagonize it; nor is it needful for the 
Spiritualist. It is necessary to stand 
firmly for a new. tru,th, and any cause is 
made strong by support from people of 
differing views. The trouble to be 
feared is that of their airing their past 
views as part and parcel of Spiritual
ism This at the present time is more 
or less the case, which would not be, 
had toleration instead of iconoclasm 
been our method. ... „Troubles and difficulties have been 
created through the fact tliat OUF peo
ple, swayed by like ambitions that move 
the evangelist, Dowie and others, are 
•determined to sweep the earth with tho 
new gospel by a dispensation of some 
kind of force, or by a forced process. 
The little acorn, makes no fuss, quietly 
submitting to natural conditions, it 
evolves the oak that shelters a multi
tude. Our acorn of truth ’ with the 
same tense conditions would build a 
grand temple to which would come all1 
lovers of the good, the beautiful and the 
true.

We were mistaken in supposing it 
•our mission to at once build a substi
tute for the hoary-headed errors about 
ub, which has resulted in the work of 
the iconoclast, with the antagonism of 
existing religious organizations and an
ti-reform legislation.
, The N. S. A. is engaged in this work 
of construction and has unfortunately 
begun at the top, building down instead 
of up. Our pattern should be nature, 
where it is different; first the raindrop, 
then follows the brook, river and ocean. 
But the N. 8. A. is here and here to 
stay; so we must do the best we can as 
tilings are. State associations exist on 
tiie theory that they are the result of 
lesser organizations called societies. 
The N. 8. A. is not evolved from these 
societies, and difficulties present them
selves. It seems that the first work 
should be to harmonize the state organ
izations with the National body, if in 
any way possible. It may be best to 
evade nature’s order and have the so
cieties do all through the N. S. A. as 
their representative; but the query 
comes, is tills practicable?

You have asked, four questions re
specting state associations; before 
these can be answered it seems quite 
necessary that their status in regard to 
the N. S. A. should be permanently set
tled.

It is very desirable that reports 
should be givpn out,, by the spiritual 
press prior to,the annual meeting.

About tbe subject of fraud, I am indi
vidually of the opin|on that if the spir
itual press has one office that is undis- 
putably its own, it is the prompt publi
cation of all known fraud, with names, 
places, dates and details; but that the 
subject as a subject should have no 
place in its columns; having the same 
effect on Spiritualism as articles on the 
subject of the crimes of .preachers 
would in the Christian press have on

Answer: The president of the N. S. 
A. shall not hold position outside of his 
office. -'t■'■.-■'

State associations are not essential 
nor desirable, because they are instru
mental in detracting the forces of local 
societies which ought to concentrate 
around one common center—the N. S. 
A. This body will not fulfill Its mission 
until it comes in closer touch with its 
chartered societies and works in har
mony with tnem for a well-defined pur
pose and end. It should be the main 
object of the N. 8. A. officials and mis
sionaries to devise some plan that 
would call out the working forces of all 
chartered societies and clinch them for 
systematic, common work. The N. S. 
A. must take bettor care of its children 
if it wishes them to thrive. Some can 
barely walk, and they need the sustain
ing hand of a watchful mother, and. 
none of them have reached maturity; 
Arouso new interest! Lot every Spirit
ualist who Is a member of a local so
ciety be made to feel that he is a spoke 
in the great, wheel of human progress, 
guided 'by tho firm hand of the N. S. A.

Is any state entitled to more than one 
representative on the board of trustees 
of tho N. S. A., which has auxiliaries in 
nearly every state of the Union?

■Answer: In tho name of Jus,tied and 
fair play—no, ■ ... . -' •■;

• • Would not much time bo saved for 
practical work at the annual conven
tion if the reports of the president, sec
retary, treasurer and missionaries were

Christianity.
Grand Rapids, Mich.

H. W. BOOZER.

INFINITE INTELLIGENCE.

Let There Be a Broad Platform 
sented to the World.

Pre-

It Is with pleasure that I respond to 
your kind invitation to give my views 
upon some or all of the questions you 
have submitted. In my opinion said 
questions are of the most vital .import
ance to Spiritualism generally, and to 
the state associations and the National 
In particular, and should receive the 
most careful consideration of all sin
cere Spiritualists.

I am heartily in sympathy wltli the 
primary purposes of organization In our 
ranks—the individual, or local society, 
the'state association, and tho National. 
Tho local societies to be organized into 
state associations, and the state associ
ations Into the National. Individual 
membership belongs exclusively to the 
primary or local societies. Members of 
said societies are represented in their 
respective state associations through 
the duly elected delegates from their 
respective local society, and state asso
ciations are (or should be) represented 
in the National through the duly elected 
delegates from fae respective state as
sociations. Tfius the N. 8. A. should 
be dealing with the representatives, or 
delegates, of state associations only, 
and the state associations with the local 
societies through their respective dele
gates.

The power to vote, either In a state 
association or in the National can be 
given only to such as represent, as del
egate, either a local society to the state 
association, or a state association to tiie 
National. Individual membership in 
either the state association or the N. 8. 
A. 1b irregular and unsystematic, and 
should be abolished. Each state asso
ciation should have the right ot at least 
two delegates to tbe National.

Ab I am limited in space, will omit 
other points that suggest themselves in 
connection with tiie above, and pass on 
to the question concerning fraud and 
trickery in Spiritualism—whether or 
not to expose it In the Spiritualist pa
pers when satisfied of their informant’s 
reliability.

While I would not shield fraud and 
trickery anywhere, and especially in 
Spiritualism and mediumship, yet would 
It not be advisable to at least give the 
guilty party an opportunity to reform 
before exposing him or her to the ad
verse criticism of a cold and unsympa
thetic public, especially in cases where 
it is known that said party is really a 
medium and can receive the genuine 
spirit manifestations when conditions 
are favorable? I would suggest that a 
committee of competent persons bo 
chosen in each state association whose 
duty it shall be to hear and investigate 
such complaints, and, if found guilty, to 
kindly avail themselves of all possible 
means to reform.such parties—to help 
them throw off such Influences and ded 
icate their powers to that which is true 
and right, and thut a higher and nobler 
purpose might Inspire them and lead 
them on. If this does not avail, it 
might be right and just that they should 
then be exposed in our papers.

But, Mr. Editor, I believe that at 
least the majority of those found guilty 
of such crime against the cause, if kind
ly and wisely appealed to, would turn 
from their ways of darkness, and, who 
knows, some of them might even be
come shining lights in the great field ol 
Spiritualism through their mediumship.

The tricksters, however, who are only 
simulating our genuine manifestations 
of spirit presence, should be exposed 
forthwith. They are wolves in sheep’s 

and do not in any way belong 
?o us unless it is by way of Adam.

Thus, by properly functioning tbe re
sponsibility of the existing difficulties 
and putting the right persons to work 
along that line, this great shadow might 
be lifted. 5

MRS. M. THERESA ALLEN.
Springfield, Mo.

While I cannot say much that would 
make the N. S. a. much more efficient, 
i would make tbe following sugges
tions: The N. 8. A. declares the belief 
in infinite Intelligence. Although this 
idea may be true, there are many Spir
itualists who are unable to accept it, 
and, consequently, are barred out of the 
N. S. A. It has set up a god, inferior to 
man in character, for man possesses 
other traits besides intelligence. J. Pier
pont Morgan is our king, and he Is- In
telligent. But we want something be
sides hls great intelligence, if we are to 
have coal this winter. But before the 
N. S. A. adds any attributes to its god, 
I would suggest that the Infinite Intelli
gence be stricken out of the declaration 
of principles altogether.

The N. 8. A. should have a platform 
broad enough to take in all Spiritual
ists, whether they believe in infinite in
telligence or not. I would leave that 
question to private opinion.

I believe individual members should 
have full voting privileges.

If nine-tenths of the population of 
Ohio are Spiritualists, and only pne- 
tenth of Indiana are Spiritualists, I 
think that tbe stronger state should not 
stand back, and let the weaker state 
struggle all alone. I believe that the 
strong should help the weak, regardless 
of man-made boundary lines. Hence, if 
we wish to see the cause grow, we all 
must unite and reach out and help the 
weak, wherever and whenever we can.

I think much time might be saved for 
practical work at the October conven
tion if the reports of the president, sec
retary and treasurer and missionaries 
were printed in the Spiritualist press a 
week or two before the convention. In 
my opinion, it would be a grand Idea. 
Franklin said, “To save time Is to 
lengthen life.”

I firmly believe that all-fake medi
ums should bq. exposed, and shown up 
in the Spiritualist press; for if we 
shield these fakirs, they will continue 
fa It. ill u -

Suppose- thq- Government . should 
shield the counterfeiters. How long 
would it be before the country would be 
flooded with spyrlous, coin? Not many 
months. Thq, (government would not 
tolerate such nn idea, for a moment. 
The sooner fake, mediums are shown-up 
and forced out, of business the better. 
You may make,many, enemies, but re
member, the tpje Spiritualists of the 
United States,,yriU stand by,you, nnd 
the church and law will, too, in expos
ing all fake mpdfumsii

I would alBQjpuggegt a change in the' 
presidency. I, wouldjlke to see Dr. 
Warne elected.; A. C. FISHER.

New Haven, Qonn, >-

printed in the. Spiritualistic'press prior 
to the October, meeting??

Answer: A splendid suggestion that 
deserves unanimous recognition.

The publishers of Spiritualistic pa
pers should conisder It their solemn 
duty to expose in public print all fraud
ulent mediums ,of; whatever type or 
standing, let tlio chips-fall whore they 
may.—the public, wants to know tho 
truth—the whole truth.
... HENRY SCHARFFETTER.

’ Baltimore, Md.

“The Spiritualism of Nature.” By 
Prof. W. M, Lockwood. Price 15 cents, 
For solo at tw office.’ ■

HOME CIRCLES.

To the Editor;—Your circular, "An 
Open Court” and invitation to write 
some thoughts and suggestions regard
ing the present movement of our Spirit
ual Cause, is duly at hand and in re
sponse will reply briefly to your polite 
request.

Every progressive movement has 
been ushered in by a commotion dis
turbing the quiet conservative mind, 
and as a natural result has been bitterly 
antagonized and opposed. The soul 
grows and expands in the silence of Its 
meditations and receives its greatest 
impulses for good in the dreams of the 
imagination; but the periodical hours 
of waking and commotion seem impera
tively necessary to arouse it to action 
and to awaken a corresponding re
sponse of good in the world.

The seed of the oak lies for a time in 
the bosom of the earth before it awakes 
and sends forth its spire to the rays 
of the sun and lifts its plumed branches 
to the breezes a mighty tree of prog
ress, The grub of worm pf the cater
pillar is strangely metamorphosed into 
the gaudlly-hued butterfly; so with this 
human development from the mortal to 
the spiritual aqd divine.

Every commotion spiritual or physi
cal has a deeper significance than the 
outward impressions would indicate, 
and leads the reflective mind through 
Interminable changes to a wider hori
zon and a higher view of God's laws and 
being. The closer the human infad ad
heres to the silent workings of the soul 
does mankind reach the higher alti
tudes where the eye catches visions of 
infinitude.

Modern Spiritualism as a distinctive 
movement, has reached its zenith and 
as such is on the decline. The phenom
ena of Spiritualism, the basis of all re
ligions, Christian or otherwise, have be
come an acknowledged fact in the re
search of science, aud as much so as 
the law of gravitation.

Every shadow has its substance. 
Every Ideal—Ideas—the things seen 
and unseen are in accord with nature 
and in perpetual flux. Modern Spirit
ualism and the general phenomena 
which made it a distinctive movement 
In die commencement are ot dally oc
currence now all over the inhabitable 
world, and the spirit of Spiritualism 
speaks from every intelligent Christian 
pulpit, Is voiced in the senate chamber 
and legislative halls, and echoes from 
the humblest hamlet and cottage. It is 
the thread of gold running through all 
literature and the solvent uniting relig
ious sects and peoples.

The present seeming stagnation in 
Spiritualism is not real, as its princi
ples and truths light every darkened re
cess, and have taken a deeper hold on 
mankind in every department of life 
and thought. The sectarian trend of 
thought among the so-called Spiritual
ists in the past, to confine all subjects 
discussed on its rostrum to the question 
of spirit return, forgetting the vital 
question of human needs, how man 
should be housed, fed and clothed, has 
fortunately somewhat subsided among 
the more intelllectual thinkers, and the 
craze for spirit tests has been checked, 
to give place to other Important sub
jects of human welfare here as well as 
hereafter.

The Progressive Thinker as a Spirit
ual paper is signally free from sectarian 
bias and has for its object truth and the 
betterment of mankind In all depart
ments of society, secular and religious.

Its columns have been opened from 
week to week to the discussion of all 
important subjects, and for the purpose 
of eliminating error from truth, and has 
carefully and conscientiously denounced 
fraud when discovered, whether it was 
practiced in mediumship or among the 
clergy or leading popular religionists ot 
the church.

To The Progressive Thinker more than 
any other spiritual periodical do we 
owe the heartfelt thanks of every earn-

A Most Important Radiating Center for 
Promoting Spiritualism.

The reason there is so little general 
inspiration in the N. S. A. is because it 
patterns after the old methods of cult 
propaganda, which does not belong -to 
the new regime that the wise and good 
in spirit lite are seeking to inaugurate. 
At best this organization can never bo 
anything but a bridge between the old 
and the new, an effort on the part ot 
many honest persons which will result 
in teaching the world what can’t bo 
done.

The time has come in the order of ev
olution when the worlds of spirit and 
matter are to meet, hence the efforts on 
both sides of life. This knowledge is at
tainable by humanity in general, and 
can never be monopolized by any soci
ety occult; it is like the sunlight Illum
inating everything and causing every
thing to grow in its own way. Hence 
the intense individualism manifested by 
those who have received this light. The 
natural methods of projecting this 
knowledge are radiators from center. 
First and most Important are Home Cir
cles conducted in a way to draw only 
the best influences. Then the camp 
centers, where the multitudes congre
gate for a few weeks each season—with 
Uie Innumerable spirit forces that come 
to teach and give proofs of their pres
ence and power. These truths are thus 
made known to thousands who in turn 
inspire and teach others. Our litera
ture is also an Important factor In dis
seminating these truths, and organize’ 
tion is not needed to tell the truth. 
System and business, organization is 
needed to care for multitudes of people 
when they are assembled together, it 
Is far more Important for the advance
ment of Spiritualism, that we learn that 
there are invisible foes, spirits, who are 
seeking to hide the light, and dull tho 
spiritual senses of medlumlstlc persons, 
and keep this knowledge from earth’s 
children; that by many subtle, cunning 
schemes and various devices the Influ
ence of teachers is destroyed, manifes
tations through mediumship vitiated, 
and disintegrating forces brought into 
the center of education.

Why do they do this? Because knowl
edge of spirit return disturbs old-time 
organizations, and the leaders lose their 
power over the masses and individual 
power is the sweetest morsel to bo at
tained by human ambition. This de
sire is carried forward into the next 
sphere of life, and on, and on, until 
through the natural process of develop
ment a brighter goal and nobler pur
pose Is discovered.
'Knowledge of these facts is needed, 

and when it becomes 'general, tho euro 
Is at hand. When any evil becomes 
well-ventilated its force Is weakened.
; Tho writer is not interested in the 
methods of the N. 9. A., but does not op
pose anyone who feels disposed to work 
in that way, but she Is deeply Interested 
In making tho possibilities of spirit re
turn known the wide world over, and is 
a student of methods to accomplish this 
result. After much earnest thought aud 
experience has reached tho conclusion 
tliat much of the fraudulent medium- 
ship and many other troubles that con
front the-Spiritualist movement at This 
time is due to those causes if-investiga-

est Spiritualist for the straightforward 
course pursued in the treatment of sub
jects, and especially in the denouncing 
of fraudulent mediums when discovers 
by competent investigators and report
ed for the press for warning to the pub-

In answer to the first question, I will 
say the National Spiritualist Associa
tion should express no opinion upon the 
God question; as from the very nature 
of the subject it is impossible for any 
person, however learned or profound 
their knowledge may be, to know any
thing about. It seems to me tho 
height of assumption for any person or 
persons to express a belief upon so im
portant a subject of which they must 
forever remain in ignorance. Many 
good Spiritualists withhold support 
from the National Spiritualists Associ
ation because of its expressed belief in 
“infinite intelligence.” In what respect 
this belief differs from the belief In the 
orthodox personal God of the Christians 
and Jews, I am unable to discover.

State associations are essential and 
should be organized upon a uniform 
plan.

A state association should be a repre
sentative body; and should only repre
sent the several local societies in the 
state, entitled to representation and 
voice in proportion to the number of 
their respective individual members. 
There should be no individual member
ship in state associations.

The responisbility of all missionary 
work should rest upon the state asso
ciations only. If this was done the 
work would be more uniform, compre
hensive, thorough and successful.

Every state should have an equal 
number of representatives upon the 
board of trustees of the National Spirit
ualists Association, irrespective of the 
number of individual Spiritualists it 
may contain; the same principle that 
each sovereign state has an equal rep
resentation in the United States senate 
regardless of the number of its inhabit- — 
ants. 1 think wo Spiritualists cannot 
go far wrong in making our organiza- US' 
tion a great success if we copy as 
closely as possible the form and princi
ples underlying the government of the 
United States, the peerless product of 
such illustrious minds as Thomas Paine, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Ben
jamin Franklin and others, whose com
prehensive grasp of the truth has never 
been surpassed by any man, even In our 
own enlightened and progressive ago.

There is no doubt tliat the convention 
would have much more time to devote 
to other important matters and subjects 
at Its annual meetings, If the reports of 
its officers were printed in the spiritual 
press prior to its annual meetings. As 
the several reports are only perfunctory 
anyway, and as their publication prior 
to the meeting of the convention would 
give the members of the convention am
ple time to study the contents and rec
ommendations of the several reports, it 
Is strange that a practical deliberative 
body as the convention of the National 
Spiritual Association should be, has not 
adopted this reform long ago.

In answer to the seventh and last 
question and the most important, as tho- 
very life and usefulness of the Spiritual 
movement depend upon Its correct ap
preciation by all Spiritualists. 1 em
phatically say stamp out, by all practi
cable means, all and every form ot 
fraud, trickery and deception practiced 
in the sacred name of Spiritualism. If 
there is any crime more detestable and 
vile than any other of which a person 
may be guilty it is the crime of deceiv
ing and holding in contempt and deris
ion the holiest and most sacred emo
tions and affections of which the human 
spirit or soul Is capable. Any person or- ., 
Persons guilty of such degrading c<$H*s^<' 
duct, should be, and must be exposed by. 
publishing their names, and the meth- ' 
ods of their nefarious schemes in the 
whole spiritual press. 1 most radically 
differ from those Spiritualists who are- 
opposed to the exposure and punish
ment of these vile tricksters and vam
pires in human form, for fear such ex
posure will hurt the cause and truths of 
Spiritualism. This idea is as absurd 
and idiotic as it would be for the gov
ernment of the United Stales to refuse- 
to hunt down and punish the counter
feiters of its genuine and lawful money, 
for fear such exposure would depreci- 
ate the value of its genuine currency.

PHILIP LAMNECK.
Port Washington, Ohio.

lie.
Summerland, Cal.

BISHOP A. BEALS.

tlons are made along these lines here
tofore mentioned, and ways and means 
sought to enter into harmonious rela
tions with these opposing forces, the 
time will soon come when there will be 
no need of seeking a medium to com
municate with the (so-called) dead.

I And by inquiry that many Spiritual
ists and mediums are aware of the facts 
which have here been stated, but are 
keeping silent for various reasons. It 
is time to speak—and efforts in this di
rection are doubtless of far greater im
portance than organizations of cults or 
formulations of creeds for the purpose 
of presenting a formidable appearance 
before the world—at least so thinketh 
your humble correspondent.

..............EMMA J. HUFF.

A DIVINE INFLUX.

Hew to the Line, Let the Chips Fall 
Where They May.

To the Editor:—Your letter contain
ing questions of vital importance to all 
loyal Spiritualists, has been seriously 
studied. They have been treated upon 
in various ways by able thinkers and 
writers, but how to harmonize all con
flicting ideas and pursuits and bring 
about a union of forces and efforts, Is 
yet a puzzle. For a number of years I 
have^glven much thought to these dif
ferentiations. They have, indeed, all 
sprung from one root—Spiritualism, or 
communication between the mortals 
and immortals. All these separate ef
forts should be husbanded for the ono 
purpose for which Spiritualism was 
launched upon earth by the immortals.

We know that it is a divine influx 
poured out upon all flesh; that it does 
pervade all organizations to transform 
them, therefore, all these new forms 
and Isms and their adherents should 
come together and reason upon all 
points of difference. Then, every part 
qpuld soon be adjusted where It belongs 
in progression's plan, and a unification 
become possible. Instead, however, 
there is aversion and rivalry.

True, all have a right to their views, 
but it is also true that none have all the 
truth', hence they should be willing to 
reason and exchange thought in a kind
ly way; thus by honest efforts the con
tained purpose of Spiritualism, viz., the 
upliftment of humanity to higher planes 
of thought and conduct and its resuft- 
ant happiness could be accomplished. 
By study, observation and experience It 
has been learned' and proved that all 
spirits from the lowest to tho mo.st spir
itually advanced, find corresponding 
condiH°n8 in mortals, which admit of 
establishing vibratory currents; thus 
they push their ideas and aims forth 
through these avenues of mortal brains 
—these expressed thoughts then are 
their marks of degree and this mani
fested bulk of wisdom and folly is in

such wise brpught before the mortal 
courts, to be considered as to its value- 
or worthlessness and to use that which 
is good and to reject the useless as con
science may dictate and reason de- 
cide.

Tho many different expressions 
through mediums, and the differentia
tions of their followers should be as
signed similarly to a well conducted 
graded school course, then good work 
could be done by the state and National 
Associations. They will be crippled un
til such rules are adopted, for It Is a 
part of the divine purpose contained la 
Spiritualism.

The N. S. A. has bravely struggled 
through many obstacles and 1b doing a 
good work, but something Is amiss with 
regard to the state and National organ
izations. it is my humble opinion that 
each organized state should establish 
its own circuit of speakers and mission
aries; that state membership should be 
composed of societies also individual 
members If desired; that they should 
have voting privileges the same as in 
the N. S. A. and last but not least, all 
state organizations and members 
should be loyal adherents of the Na
tional organization and give it their^ 
support and enjoy its privileges and^fl 
blessings. Relieved from some of tlie^^jl 
work it is now doing, the N. 8. A. could 
branch out and enlarge Its usefulness 
manifoldly as demands arise for its ser
vices. It being the nucleus of collect
ive Spiritualism, its chief effort should 
be to draw the people of all kinds qud 
classes, to Itself, the creed-bound and 
creodless. This is an arduous task and 
can be accomplished only by tho extend
ing of sympathy and dispassionate 
thought to other cults and systems of 
thought and religion. In this, it seems 
to me, the N. S. A. should do its chief 
work, beside all other good work It can 
do to broaden and deepen its channel 
wherein to flow and to claim the right 
of way as a progressive world move
ment.

To the seventh question I would say, 
It is the publisher's duty to give to 
their readers the truth so far as it can 
be obtained. “Hew to the line, let the 
chips fall where they may." However, 
we all know how difficult it often is to 
sift truth and falsehood apart, which 
makes duty In this department a criti
cal task. MRS. M. KLEIN.

■ Van Wert, Ohio.

“In the World Celestial," by Dr. T. A. 
Bland. Interesting, Instructive nnd 
helpful; spiritually uplifting. Cloth 
bound; Price $1.

“Human* Culture and Cure. Part 
The Philosophy ot Ouro. (In- -.';

Methods nnd Instruments.1’
EID. Babbitt, M. D„ LL. D. A..^’ 

very instructive nnd valuable work. It , 
should have a wide circulation, as Tt. 
well fulfills the promise of ...ITor tiale at this office. ^’ *i;'

‘“HeiillniVGauses and WCtB." ; ;'
WpPheloW'M. D. Price 50 ceuM
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prate falsehood or a barcfaccd lie, per
petrated by a fraud who would aBsooi- 
ate falsehood With trnth?

"Tho Majesty of Culttmess, or Indt- !''>■«> **•« <» r-- - -------- , ■•
vldunlProblems and Possibilities." By N. 8. A., and the comments thereon uro 
Wm.'George Jordan. Another valuable ------ ----------- '”*"—•<— -«•> ♦.'sm.__

IMPORTANT QUESTION.

am

cerning missionary work later on.

bn the other hand, I do feel and believe

am somewhat doubtful whether I 
qualified to testify in yqur “Open

San Leandro, Cal.

■ Hingham, Mass. •
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FROM THE PACIFIC COAST. CHANGES SUGGESTED.

We Need a National Organization? I Freedom for Each to Express Hls Own Trickery Should Be Exposed Wherever
Individuality. It Is Found.

To the Editor:—In your request for Quite a number of changes.might be
Court” I hardly know where I stand for my views on “certain questions of made at the coining convention in Oc- 
with the N. S. A., but if there must be vital importance to all loyal Spiritual- tober; the N- S. A. has done a great 
a National Spiritualists Association, It I ists,”you incidentally make an admlr- deal In the past, we have greater hopes 
Hfiould be ttye outcome.from state asso- able classification of the various beliefs for it Jn the future.
eiatiOEk> “M the qjiWjtor oi' founder of held by those who accept the facts of We ought to have a more uniform 
atm; eAd- fljlate Associations, to bo of spirit return mid human immortality. I system of organization, cither have all 
auy real: value, to bave any foundation, notice that in; the discussions which states organize or have no state organ- 
should be composed of delegates- or froih time to lime agitate your columns, ization at all; some seem to think a 
members from village, town or county the effort of the writer always seems to more profitable way would be to have
clubs or societies properly vouched for, 
In one word, patterned after our Na
tional Government: First, town, then 
county, then state, culminating in a 
union of states, with a national head. 
Have we such a National Spiritualists 
Association? I think I have made a 
clear and plain-answer to your second 
and third questions.

Every state should be responsible for i

be to prove some one right aud every- all local societies and the National, 
body else wrong on these points where- We never can hope to succeed until we
iu differences of belief exist. have law and order. I believe it should

As a matter of fact the delegates to be one or the other, without the locate 
the N. S. A. have but one belief common • can be sustained the state cannot, and 
to all alike, consequently officers aro without the state the National cannot
choaen of whom a majority nt auy one exist
time hold views which contradict the I do not object to individual members 
beliefs of many other Spiritualists, of state associations, for many 01. 
equally sincere. It follows, as a mutter Spiritualists would be barred from Jou • 

its own internal management and mis-1 of course, that unless all expressions of ing any association if not permitted 10. 
slonary effort. I may say more con- belief—save in spirit return and human Join tlie state, but 1 think it a danger-

Immortality—are avoided, there will be one plan to allow full voting power, as.
Question five: It might make a large fierce antagonisms. . one could'speud a few dollars and run 

board of trustees to place one member The prohibitionist who was told he the entire convention.
on it from every state represented, but must accept either protection or free ' I would suggest that we have some- 
it would seem to me to be the most trade, as'certain delegates might deter- What of a change in our "missionary 
equitable and just way. One vote from mine, would become indignant, and work,” as we have many complaints 
each state only, excepting perhaps tha would righteously kick, except the ma- from local, societies claiming that al* 
state that may furnish the president ot jority happened to vote his way. And
the association, when during his official these various beliefs, whic^ y?u> M*’ un inBtQ‘afi „□ it i.a3 Been heretofore 
term of office he should have the right Editor, have epitomized, have for the UP> Instead aS it MS been heiet Hi 
to cast a determining ballot on a tie I most part, no more to do with a man’s Working for lhe State and Na’loniu. R 
vote, as president of the board of trus- belief in spirit return than protection would be better to take care of what 
tees. and free trade have to do with a man’s local societies we have at die presentlocal societies we have at die present

Question six: There can be but one belief in teetotalism. time, than to constantly be organizing
answer to this question. Yes. It is Unless this Is understood and acted Pew ,ones and tJ®n 'ey® the™ without
simply a plain, honest and business-like upon, the N. 8. A. will become tbe MtaraHle^
proceeding, and gives all concerned a mouthpiece of believers in certain °* 10 “ 0 “ ® ueam. R 18 aetri 
chance to read, digest and assimilate "lams,” which they persist In tacking on mental to our state organization, also to 
before the business of the convention to Modern Spiritualism. Naturally the the National, to have this kind of work; 
begins j disbeliever in such “Isms" will seek a It should not be for the greatest num-

Question seven: My answer to this । more congenial brotherhood, possibly her of socieltes to be organized by the 
j,, , query would be, publish all well-authen- just as narrow-minded, but with his missionary, but it should be for the 

’.^^ticated and reliable teslimony for or own pet limitation given due promt- number that are self-supporting, and 
against anyone or all phases of the phe- nence. Thus the N. 8. A. will cease to not merely to have them organized just 
nomena, whether mental or physical, grow, but spirit return will remain as to l)ay revenue once a year and charter 
whoever may chance to be tbe lustra- much a fact as before and will be, in- fee- If the locals wish to hold a meet- 
ment or medium. But great care should deed Is already, adopted by officers of Ing. they have found that thn expense to 
be exercised in making public such both theological and scientific associa- obtain a missionary is as great as it is 
charges and statement, that the exact tlons whose members scorn to be called •* obtain any other talent outside of tho 
and whole truth should be told without Spiritualists. It is only by avoiding missionary field. To be sure each mis
preJudice or malice and in all candor, every expression that savors of a slonary feels they must make their sal-
bearing ever in mind to judge as we creedal belief that the N. S, A. will give ai'y> and they are working for the N. 8. 
would be judged. I think to be a bank no cause for, angry contentions. A. and state; too often the little local 
robber, a betrayer of trouts, or a sneak- Yet it must be. remembered that ev- society is lost sight of. '-.,_ 2__ I 
thief is honorable in comparison with ery member, and every worker has hls work for weeks to prepare for a meet- 
a person who will knowingly and will- own individual beliefs that cannot and 1n£ 1n hopes that they are going to be 
ingiy lend himself to cheat and fraud, should not bo suppressed. The thinker strengthened by the। missionary, only to 
or deceptions of any name or nature un- will not object to listening to views I ^n<’ themselves without Iinan e o gain 
der the claim of mediumship for spirit fromwhlch, in some respects he differs,

Yet it must be. remembered that ev- society is bast sight of. '1 qe local may

rominnDicaW°n or manifestation and provided he is not expected to endorse 
V U nsneclfflly 80' when tal{In£ com' them. The lecturer and writer must 

for their supposed service, have freedom to express his own Indi-

honest and conscientious mediums are 
Justly entitled to a reasonable remun
eration for their time and service. 
Communion between tho living and the 
so-called dead Is of too sacred a naturo 
to be trifled with and made a farce for 
commercial traffic and deceit, and to 
tliat end no censure Is too great to be
stow on it, and its abettors. To obvi-
ate, and overcome tills deplorable diffi
culty, I would suggest the home circle, 
or shrine, tbe individual family, where 
there would be no temptation or occa
sion to simulate or make pretense. In 
the quiet of the home seance, where 

. peace and harmony prevailed, there 
would come at the twilight hour, the 
dear departed, bringing their messages 
of love and recognition and in many and 
various ways giving signs and tokens of 
their 'presence. But I have an abiding 

Lj-.;faith, tliat in the fullness of time all of 
^yfiiose things will be sloughed off; all 

/will be clarified and made sweet and 
< pure as is the water in a mountain 
stream. We shall be freed from all un
savory and uncouth intrusions, all com
mercialism and deception.

I have tried in part to answer your 
several questions as matters now stand 
with the present organizations.

But do we really need a National As
sociation? To my mind, all that Is in
cluded in the spiritual phenomena is 
but one phase in nature's expression, of 
life, or manifestation of spirit. As is 
astronomy, as is geology, as is the 
whole vegetable kingdom. The whole i
animal kingdom, the ocean tides wl 
currents, including the air, and last but 
not least, the great electrical forces 
contained in earth or air. As we know 
them from observation, and by study of 
iheir particular manifestations, their 
phenomena, we learn of spirit and its 
expression, c

Now do we really need a National 
Association for the study, the promo
tion and to propagate any one, or all of 
the several phenomena mentioned? 
But some one will make answer that 
Spiritualism is different, "that It has a 
moral and religious Side.” My answer 
is, All phenomena fpund in this world 
of ours has one common source, bie 
fountain head, is Infinite spirit, made 
manifest to our senses. If one be sa
cred, if one has religion or morals in 
It— as generally understood—then do 
they all. The occult In nature needs no 
National body to defend or promote its 
interest There can be, and there are 
in all live and alert villages and towns, 
classes formed for the study and ac-
quaintance of some one or more of the 
occult manifestations as now recog
nized on our planet, and in some places 
there may be found county and possibly- 
ptate associations, for convenience and 
a more concentrated effort. In my early 
study of spirit phenomena, fifty and 
more years ago—being grounded In the 
usual methods and customs of society, 

k I believe in, and worked for organiza- 
4itm and association. I was an officer 
In tbe first state association formed in 
Massachusetts, was associated with tbe 
old and earnest workers in our state un
til the first association became ex
tinct. I know something of tho vexa
tions and trials that beset the officers 
because of the effort to propagate the 
belief In Spiritualism through the aid 
of missionaries. I remember the spirit'
of envy, of jealousy, of inharmony and 
discord that came into it because every 
one could not be employed and find 
support out an impoverished treasury. 
1 learned that the first, and most essen
tial thing was to find real, earnest 
seekers after the knowledge found In 
fhe spirit phenomena. Such a person 
■would not, could' not, wait to have 
somebody bring them the tidings; they 
would go out halt way, yes, the whole 
way to find and know of it. And I also 
found, and every passing year all tho 
moro confirms me, that'to one who has 
no desire to know or learn whether 
death ends all, to one who has not lost 
n near and dear friend, it was of but 
little use to offer them the evidence or 
the consolation which the believer has 
In spirit communion. Often-have I 
been told, "When I feel the need for it, 
I will then seek for-it." " I understand 
fully the legal side of the question. I 
deplore Its existence; I am sorry for tho 
■wilful blindness, found in pur so-called 
courts of justice. Let ono by will, leave
n bequest of property to ono of our 

_. State .or National institutions, for tlie 
Atudy ‘■of astronomy, botany or minei;nl- 

or even the finding of the slip- 
1 North Pole, such a Ml, or be- 

would bo allowed, would bp pro-, 
lateil and defended. The lesson taiijlit 
lytepe^

Snd for which olnco tho city set apart n 
ay for especial obsorvanoo and prayer

vlduallty, with which freedom neither
society, editor, nor.N. 8. A. should at
tempt to interfere.' For Instance, al
though I do not believe in reincarnation, 
I should welcome a talented presenta
tion of its claims, and hold myself open 
to conversion. But I should resent the 
incorporation Of that belief into any 
statement pressing to define Modern 
Spiritualism. And similarly with each 
of the various beliefs you have epito
mised. I may or may not accept them, 
but 1 cannot permit them to stand as 
any part of my avowed belief In spirit 
return. The Inspired or uninspired in
telligence—whether mortal or immortal 
—may worship and pray without any 
objectiopfrom me, save when he pro
claims it as an essential phase of Mod
ern Spiritualism.

You have formulated seven questions
on which you ask my opinion. The 
first six demand a’ Special study tliat I 
have never given them. They may be 
called "business details,” perhaps es

amount of services and qualifications of 
the aPPUca^Hjgj ^^-^ curraX

Toledo, Ohio. '* D Is

A TENOeR VlfeW.' ?
• ', -.jW£4 IB! • •

Mediums feting l)q^#r spirit Control.
l ’ 'rT3W~ . ’ll 'I '

“There you. sKa-ttptmanAthat has had 
his head broke froto ijM&ncy' up’ards 
and has got a new taduion Into it at ev
ery Beam as has lawn opened.' Now, 
what do you makexit thiuf”—Oapt. Cut- 
tlo to Caut. Bunsbylr . -’ic

- —ucij. in-
1 To the Editor:—Your‘<fiitiiuate upon 
1 the ability of correspondents to give 
1 opinions seems about parallel to that 

which the junior of “Gills and Cuttie” 
placed upon the capacity of the re
nowned skipper, of the "Lively Clara,"’ 
perhaps for the Baine reason. There is 
a great difference, however, in the re
quirements. You fire seven questions 
at us while Dickenss hero was satisfied 
with one. -’

Modesty perhaps, or it. may be the 
want of a shattered head disqualifies 
me for giving opinions upon either of 
your first six interrogations. They re
late solely to organizations about 
which I have little Interest and tip ex-, 
pert knowledge. Nqtfonal, state and 
municipal societies arc! doubtless bene
ficial to many. They serve, to prpmot® 
sociability, relaxation’ from care, ““ 
the cultivation of friendships.. I11 7 
also furnish, amusement,' instruction Hl 
oratory, and are especially gratifying to 
those who delight itf'exhibitlons of hot 
atmospheric disturbances by the mouth.

The idea, however, that such organ!- 
zations arfe necessary or essential aids ; 
to Spiritualism is erroneous. Spiritual
ism is a fact, a discovery, and cannot

to Spiritualism auy more than a lie is 
to truth, and io In no way worthy the 
name of a Spiritualist- The fraud is 
not a medium for Spiritualist.*', because 
he does not stand between tie truths 
"of Spiritualism and the people, but N 
the exponent of falsehood and stands- 
between falsehood and the people.

And when a medium of Spiritualism 
practices fraud, he or she, whoevet they 
may be, then and there denounces Spir
itualism and proclaims it a lio. Let 
him bear the shame and contempt of a 
liar and wear its stamp on his forehead 
uni 11 he repents iu sackcloth and ashes, 
anil abandons lite fraudulent practices 
forever. • ■

He has -declared himself a jiou-Spirit- 
uallst and tried to brand it with a lie: 
The divine teacher said he that is not 
for me is against me.. The fraud medi
um is a Judas; soeldng the pieces of .sil
ver which is hls highest motive. He 
sells bls birthright for a mess of pot
tage; He makes his father's house a
house of merchandise. He sells the 
doves which are the emblems of peace 
that lieaveu has bequeathed to every 
true Spiritualist to quiet his restless 
spirit. The fraud betrays the Master 
with a kiss, if truth represents the 
Master. lie forfeits his spiritual gifts, 
if he ever had any. He becomes the fit 
associate of Ananias and Sapphire, and 
is no longer associated with those’ in
spirit as their representative of tbe 
troth, and if any longer used as a me
dium, he or she a fraud must be used 
by Uiose Jn spirit life who do not stand 
for truth but are given to falsehood, de
ceived and deceiving.

Spiritualism stands for truth aud 
righteousness, and a fraud can never 
represent it, and should be denounced 
and exposed everywhere in the strong
est manner. DR. G. A. BISHOP.

Chicago, Ill.

now ft pypnotist
MADE ft FORTUNE

The Secret Methods by Which Dr. La Mott&Sage, the 
Greatest Hypnotic Scientist of the Age Cre' 

ated a Tremendous Sensation.
He Firmly Believes Hypnotism a Public Benefit. Has Donated 

$10,000 Toward the Free Distribution of a Handsomely Il
lustrated Book Containing Hls Views and Suggestions 

on How to Acquire This Mysterious Power and 
Use it in Business, in Society and ,

in the Home.

WhiletUe Special Edition Lasts a Copy of this Remarkable Book 
Will Be Sent Free to Any Interested Person.

Dr. X. La Motte Sage made a fortune tests how to prevent people from influ. 
out of Hypnotism. He probably knows enclng you; hypnotic power more fascl- 
more about the subject than any living
man. His methods are radically differ
ent from any ever before presented. By 
his new system he hypnotizes people in
stantaneously. He tells you how to ex
ert tremendous silent influence without 
making a single gesture or saying a sin
gle word. He gives the only real, prac
tical methods for tlie development of 
the power of Personal Magnetism that

'listing than beauty; the use of hypno
tism in the development of the mental 
faculties; controlling children; remov
ing domestic troubles, etc.

The .college which Dr. Sage has 
founded proposes to give away $10,000

of member.'hlp, when the missionary 
requires the collection and all expenses 
paid and many times travel over two or 
three states to reach the locality, is it 
any wonder we do not succeed in bulld-
ing up our local societies’ I believe 
that missionaries should be put in tlie 
field with the understanding they 
should work for the local societies, the 
locals to understand it should be their 
duty to defray a certain amount of ex
pense, which should be small to what it 
is now, and whatever thc deficiency 
would be at the end of each month in 
paying the missionaries fair recom
pense for their labor, the N. 8. A. or 
state to pay the remaining sum. Each 
missionary should at first form a cir
cuit that would give each four local so
cieties a medium or lecturer once a 
month and their time during the week 
to solicit membership for said societies, 
or go to surrounding towns during week 
evenings, and tbe interest I am sure 
would be awakened. I believe one 
missionary in a place 1? sufficient, and, 
in tiffs way the money that is raised for 
missionary work at the N. 8. A. and the 
state would be well spent, and the peo-

sentlal to success. They will naturally P]e then could see what benefit the mis- 
be discussed and determined by the slonary work bad been to local socle- 
delegates present in the light of expe- Ges. They would cease asking what
rience, and the wishes of those they S°°d the missionaries have done our lo
represent. But your last question, as ®' societies. The N. S. A. has fur- 
to tiie publication by editors of expos- wished four missionaries and paid them, 
ures of fraudulent phenomena and hut the four only give us two meetings 
trickery, is of sad import to every be- on a Sunday where we could have four 
liever. It cannot be answered by "yes” different societies supplied at the same
or “no.

Some publications of fraud in our 
daily press become warnings for the in
nocent "hayseed” who tempts the perils 
of the city. But on the other hand, 
many a report of crime is Itself a pollu-

expense.
I believe It would give better satisfac

tion if there were but one member rep
resented from each state on tbe board 
of trustees of the N. S. A. I think it 
would save time if the reports of the 
president, secretary, treasurer and mls-tion that vaccinates the reader with a 

linonllDlW Pus ^at leaves him morally slowles were printed In the spiritual 
w air than before. The wise editor P^s before the October meeting. .

each case he determined bv Its 1 most sincerely believe that the spir- W111 let eacn case oe determined oy its should publish ail exposures
special demerits. There are cases P*ry done m the name of Spirit 
where'there is genuine fraud from and °r when satisfied of their inform- 
by the invisible, but where the mortal ''“^reliability. Spiritualists should 
instrument is nevertheless a dangerous an exception lo the general rule
channel for such influences. In other Kv „ii hnn^cf {nvonfhyoMra
~. spirit r.Ura 13 1MI .!»«!.«
In ths former case there are often in j,ave suffered long enough, trying to 
teresting phenomena by spirits attract- j{eep silent; we can see the great 
ed by the sitters, but In the latter it is growth of the Imitator, while our good 
merely a thief and his victim The ed- mediums who have been able to obtain 
itor must determine the merits of each ^ yery j^ from ^ ^ worW 

whom they are dependent upon, so 
many of our Spiritualists have required 
so much that all those who understand 
the laws and principles of mediumship 
know it is utterly impossible to obtain 
certain results at all times. A medium 
never can say what they can do, they 
may merely mention what they have 
done, what we heed most is to protect 
our young mediums and for each Spirit
ualist, when a strange person comes to 
the city and claims to have such great 
gifts, we ask them to go under certain 
conditions that will not harm the Indi- । 
vidnal or be detrimental to the spirit; 1

case. If he is instructing hls readers, 
from time to time, as to what may be 
called the “dark Bide of spirit return,” 
his readers will be more or less culti
vating tlie home circle whose blessings 
usually carry its own protection. But 
we must recognize that knowledge Is 
the only real protector of ignorance, 
and that absolute silence by the press 
as to cases of alleged fraud does not I 
turn an editor into a guardian angel of
Innocence.

It is the mixture of the genuine and 
the fraudulent that is the essence of 
very many public seances. Particular 
exposures of direct fraud may some-
times be of value, but for the most part, we have found ft to be a great safeguard 
at the usual materializing seance, noth- In our society. What our people need 
ing but a sight of the shears will save most Is to Inform themselves on magic; 
the lamb from losing his wool. He usu- Herrmann is mystifying, Miss Fay won- 
ally likes the tickling sensation as the dorful, to some, but to those that are ac- 
ebearer clips, and counts his dollar as quainted and understand how the hand 
well spent when he has been artistically raises on the glass and answers by tap- 
shorn. ping, where the handkerchief walks and

A moderate amount of publication aIs0 answers questions, when we under- 
seems necessary, but most Of us when 8tand these simple tricks and many 
a skunk is captured, prefer to remain at1 more com,lllcated' we Bha" aPprec^t0 
a distance, But, Mr. Editor, be sure he
I* a skunk before you kill him in print. 
You cannot always know him by his 
smell, for sometimes the "smell” is

more fully what we receive from the 
spirit world. While Herrmann and 
Miss Fay do not claim it to be spirit

made by the "exposers,” who are rarely 
students of.psychical phenomena.

So I venture, as my answer to your 
seventh question, to advise a moderate 
amount of publication, but with the 
foxy caution of a wise editor and a lib
eral use of hls blue pencil.

CHARLES DAWBARN.

!?...«?=..Becauso o£ their Ignorance and 
superstition in tho persecutions.of the 
SO-called witches will be learned and 
the scale will fall from the eyes of our 
judiciary some time, and their children 
will blush for shame because of the 
fathers'narrow and unjust decisions. 
Nevertheless, Spiritualism’Is fast find
ing a hold on the people. :

EDWIN WILDER. :

"Arter Her' Death, The blory of a 
,By ““on Whiting. No 

mind that loves spiritual th. 8 : fan to be fed aud^'H1" thought <£“ 
book. Beautiful snirit nih^d ^th ‘S 
billing ndvflllced ideas on'tho”Sncreanfl. 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, lead
ing tbe mind onward Into the purer ot- 
biosphere of exalted spiritual truth- { 
book' for the higher life. For salo 
this office Priaa cloth St-

power, others insist that it is from the 
spirit world. They allow each to think 
as they please.

My experience has been we should 
demand from the spirit world that 
which is truthful, that which they can 
prove beyond a doubt to be a fact; wc 
should not ask those that have gone be
fore to return to us to merely amuse 
and give us entertainment, but we will 
gladly receive their assistance in help
ing us to live better spiritual lives 
while here, understanding that we are 
as much spirits to-day as we ever will 
be, and the possibilities for our growth 
just as great Then let us endeavor to 
raise our standard higher so to receive,, 
the instructions by the natural laws of' 
life here and now. In this way we will 
retain our thinking scientific minds in 
our^rltual^
is they have In ft0 'Xitual ranks,
selves aloof from the
, I believe in our comfiiS CO . 
there should.be some system for Cl uh 
ing our speakers, • instead of having 
each individual.when called upon to or
dain another, have, methods of thoir >
own. I believe It to be a sacred obliga
tion, and those obligations should not 
bo trifling.' I speak of this as I have 
Witnessed a number ordained and no 
two were alike, and tis I understand it 
Is not necessary to have any services at. 
nil, J think this is & question of vital 
Importance ns to require a certain

be aided. Of what'Value would an as
sociation to aid the multiplication table 
prove? Neither do I understand that 
any form of propagandism Is required 
to spread the knowledge that dlscar- 
nate men have been Interviewed. When 
Columbus discovered America tlie news 
became * universal through ordinary 
channels Without the intervention of 
any society whatever. ' , , ,

Notwithstanding these opinions,! en
tertain only friendly sentiments for 
Spiritualist organizations. I feel as nn

PURPOSE! PURPOSE!

That Should Be Selected Instead of In
finite Intelligence.

To the Editor:—Your communication 
entitled "An Open Court" is at hand 
and contents noted. The first and sev
enth questions being the most Import
ant fpm my standpoint, I will write as 
briefly as possible concerning them. Be
fore I do this, however, I wish tq state 
that there should be no alarm felt as a 
result of the difference of opinion con- 
cerning whether we should be Chris
tian Spiritualists or any other kind of

auctioneer in Boston did when selling 
calico. "Ladies and gentlemen,” said 
he, “if this calico shite you. It is just 
what you want."

Your seventh question is substant’. 11 
ally this, “Shall mediums' fraul' “ ; Spiritualists. This is all as it should 
practices when plyiflg their vocatio\ . a he in order that we, as Spiritualists, 
published to tbe world? " I answer, should have what I am pleased to term 
yes, most emphatically. But in Judging’ a magnificent diversity of Individuality, 
what constitutes eucli practices great Now as to tho first question, instead 
caution should he observed An exne- of havlng "We believe In Infinite Intol- cauuon snouiu oe opservea. expe jjgence,” I would have it read, “We be- 
rience of more tliat fifty years has given )|ove ln Purpose.” You see belief after 
“wJ  ̂ ’" '■ “"I “ »'"!““■,' f™ ,b“d
they aro no more responsible or blame- ,nany people Say*that a fool Could be- 
worthy than the defiSctfveB. Hevc, but it took a very brave person to

Space cannot be aJlowled’ for relating Bay that he knew. Well, suffice it to 
the facts by which this knowledge was Ray that It is pretty nearly tbe opposite, 
obtained, but I will give one, as a sam- Let mF say that knowledge is based on 
pie. In 1855, at Wdukegah, III., j 8a[ experience, observation and reason. 1 
by a dining-room table,niit Judge Ira have never experienced or observed my- 
Porter’s house, foF' spiHf manifesto- self living in the next life, therefore 
(Ions. There were ’presefit five or six I'om these two standpoints I do not 
mediums. Among the phehomena were know. But I have received communi
table tippings. We^ave questions amt cations purporting to conic from the
the table tipped chawnlnglrin response, next expression of life. I now apply 
At length one of till mediums seized a deductive and inductive reasoning and 
slate and with wdndbrful'fepidlty made aa a result I believe and I jnay as well 
a sketch of the table! hnd* its guests, add, so far as human knowledge is con- 
At the bottom of thi# sketjlh she wrote, cerned, I know. But you see this con- 
"Take care CharlotW.Y’^Niiw’Charlotte elusion has been arrived at as a result 
was seatedtaext td'WySelf,9'’! Itne^iler of a reasoning process outside of expe- 
well, and a more ti'uthfiii' honest'girl r)ence and observation.- Now the rea- 
was never seen. The sketch, hoWever, son why I want Purpose inserted in the 
showed her foot under the bottom of a N- 8. A. declaration of principles, in-

have ever been published. During all 
the time that Dr. Sage was before the 
public he made his business to note 
carefully the effect of hypnotism upon 
the human mind. He became con
vinced that thia mighty mysterious 
power could be utilized to the advan
tage of ambitious men aud women who 
wished to better their condition In life. 
To demonstrate the correctness of his 
ideas when he retired from public life
he founded a college where Hypnotism, 
Personal Magnetism, Magnetic ileajfmt, 
etc., might be taught along the definite 
lines lie had laid down. The result is 
that the college has grown to be tl® 
largest of Its kind in the world. Thou
sands of successful students In ail parts 
of tbe globe are living wtnesses to tlie 
wonderful power and the great practi
cal benefits to bo derived from Dr. 
Sage’s methods. The Doctor has re
cently written a book entitled "The Phi
losophy of Personal Influence," in 
which he tells lu plain, simple language 
just how to acquire hypnotic power and
the various uses to which it may be 
put. Among the many Interesting 
things upon which the book treats are: 
How to develop magnetic power and In
fluence people without their knowledge; 
how to cure bad habits and obstinate 
curonic diseases, when medicine and 
everything else in this Une fails; how 
to implant a command in a subject’s 
mind that he will carry out in every de
tail a month or a year hence, whether 
the hypnotist is present or not; how to 
hypnotize people at a distance; its 
value in business; marvelous scientific

THE N. 8. A.

Its Composition and Its Objects Set 
Forth.

It is, or should be, one'of the leading 
principles prominent In the minds of all 
intellectual and enlightened people, to 
work for the betterment and advance-

table leg. I looked down and to-my as stead of Infinite Intelligence, is because | nient of the human race, 
tonishment found Charlotte’s foot 1l.‘ioeB.not lnwiy good or evil but boto 
placed as iridicaled-and although in a tr,'°™ 18 “° w?y to demonstrate Infinite 
deep trance, she was tipping the table. IntelUgence, therefore I do not believe

By a stranger, this would have been iu H.
pronounced a^fraud of the grossest I would also have instead of the 
character. To me it became a matter Golden Rule another rule with more 
for study. I followed the investigation ”°^ and common sense in it. It is: 
by various ways anti “means and finally G°0(i f°r good, and justice for evil.

1 If we had a rule like this people would 
begin to think that we meant what we 
said.

The law of self-preservation is the 
first law of nature, and It is not likely 
that we will meet over seventy-five 
millions of people in America that won’t 
take a yard when you offer them an

became convinced tliat,there .was a bet
ter explanation than fraud In many 
such cases. .

The solution is this. The medium is 
passively under the mesmeric control of
the spirit. The spirit's .desires become 
hers, and she unconsciously applies 
herself to the task Apon which tlie 
spirit IS engaged. I tod absolutely cer
tain that this view is correc . , I a distinct and an independent and yet

Aud now inasmuch as mediumship interdependent scientific religious 
and sensitiveness are almost .synony- movement. We have Die possibilities, 
rnous terms, and realizing that a criti- an^ j might add the probabilities of be- 
cism which would scarcely provoke an | comlng ft wor]d power r^ wor)d wln 

move in space whether we live In it or 
not. We are only after all but little 
grains of sand .on the sea-shore.

Now concerning question No. 7, 1 
wish to say that I have always been 
against publishing reports of exposures,

expletive from a man of iron, nerves, 
will drive a medium to frenzy, Ideem it 
Just to treat that subject with- charity 
and tenderness. And when -I take 
down my violin to play the old familiar 
air called "Medium’s Frauds” so com
monly squeaked and shrieked from 
press and pulpit, I discreetly adjust the 
"mute” upon the bridge. And it the 
tune be executed on a piano I try to 
give judicious employment to. the soft 
pedal. j. CLEMENT SMITH.

Topeka, Kans.

A VERY bi RONG ASSERTION.

Truth and Falsehood Do Not Blend.

Shall fraud and trickery as practiced 
by so-called mediums and investigators 
of Splrituallsm-wbeneyer and wherever 
found, be exposed by publication pro
vided the information concerning such 
fraud and trickery is reliable?

Yes, emphatically- yes. The great, 
truths of Spiritualism are too Important 
to wear the filthy, loathsome garb of 
deception and falsehood. They are too 
sacred and Involve too much that is 
dear and valuable to every human be
ing, to have Its name enshrouded and 
blemished with a ’J1®- Because lies 
never enhance the t&lue 'W an article, 
but cause the Woulu-be ^purchaser to 
rather depreciate it and turn from it. , 

If the truths of wSpirRlialism ate 
worth anything thecate3Worth every
thing. Because thejS are’^hyn of light 
from the highest heavenhJI and shed
upon man a halo thdOUnspifts him with 
hope, the best thought, Ube clearest 
ideas of a future oj&ten&tl, and the 
purest motives thatte ever1- filled his 
darkened, bewilderedi-mind? They touch 
the finest feelings oflHs IShiotionali na
ture and arouse hisMethffrgy to a life 
of thrifty progression. -' b

The truths of Spiritualbftn proclaim 
a continuity of life^gfteFffieath. They 
declare that our departed/bnes can and 
do come back to us and m’anifest aud 
demonstrate their present.. They pro
claim a progressive life of immortality 
after death. Such tnithb can never be 
represented by frauds or falsehood. 
They have not the feast connection or 
affiliation with a lie, Wit afo entirely 
separate and distinct from falsehood as 
light is from darkness.- The two do not 
mix. They do not blend together. Col
ors may run together aAd oud tint .or 
phade tho other, but Mt so with truth' 
and> falsehood: Spiritualism may be 
compared to . the sunbeams of heaven 
and falsehood to the thickest blackness 
of darkness of night, add tlie sunbeams 
of heaven flash upon add pbhotrate the 
darkness and dispel it. Then why tol-

inch. Let us use a little judgment 
about these matters and we will yet bo

for the following reasons: ,.
1. Why publish an exposure, without 

first giving the medium oh mediums au 
opportunity to defend themselves. The 
mediums may be able, if. given an op-

worth of the above books absolutely 
free so long as the special edition lasts. 
Any person who is in earnest can get a 
copy merely by writing for it. This 
book Is handsomely illustrated by the
finest half-tone engravings. It tells 
you bow the marvelous power of hypno
tism lias been used to cast a secret mys
tic spell over people without their 
knowledge and how they have been for 
months, and In some cases even years, 
obeying tlie royal will of another. It 
gives you the secret of the development 
of what Senator Chauncey M. Depew 
calls tbe money-making microbe. Don’t 
think because you lack a fine education 
and are working for a small salary that 
you cannot better your condition; do 
not think because you are now success
ful in life that you cannot be more suc
cessful. Dr. Sage’s book has been read 
and bls methods are to-day being used 
by many of the richest men in tbo
world. They know the value of personal 
influeuco, of hypnotic power, If you 
are Interested write to-day to the New 
York Institute of Science, Dept. MK3, 
Rochester, New York, and a copy of Dr. 
Sage's book will be sent you by return 
mail absolutely free. This is a rare op
portunity to learn tbe uses and possi
bilities of the most wonderful, marvel-
ous and mysterious power known to 
man. The book is enthusiastically in
dorsed by tbe most prominent business 
men, ministers of the gospel, lawyers 
and doctors. It should be in every 
home; it should be read by every man 
and woman in this country who wants 
to better his condition In life, who 
wants to achieve greater financial suc
cess, win friends, gratify hls ambitions 
and get out of life the pleasure and 
happiness which the Creator intended 
he should enjoy.

tion, of one-half the Interest, and zeal 
required to sustain the Institution.
• Where actual fraud and trickery is 
practiced, by well-known spiritual medi
ums, in lhe name of Spiritualism, and is 
exposed beyond a doubt, by reliable peo
ple, It should be by all means published 
In all Spiritualist papers, that all may 
know who arc frauds and who are not; 
but where low trickery is practiced iu 
the name of Spiritualism It should be 
entirely ignored, and unnoticed, as it 
but publishes their avocations, and

We see an approximation to this prin
ciple among the nations of the earth, in 
the various institutions tliat are pro-1 gives them notoriety before the publlc, 
vided and set apart expressly to tbe in the name of Spiritualism, free of ex
public, wherein to educate and Improve 
the incoming generations. Hence, as 
the brain becomes expanded, the mind 
becomes enlarged, large thoughts fill
the place of the old, new and more ex
pensive ideas present themselves, old 
themes are discarded, new grounds are 
explored, new fields for action are 
brought to view, and must be occupied; 
hence old teachers must be discarded, 
new ones of up-to-date intellect and ac
complishments sought out, that the ad
vanced ground taken must be held and 
properly represented. Thus change fol
lowing change Is Inevitable.

Hence the Spiritualists should have a 
"Declaration of Independence;” a code 
of simple facts, founded on the Hydes
ville raps, the Intercommunication ot 
departed beings with those of earth, 
and a general relation of all humanity,
and of such a nature that all genuine 
Spiritualists could subscribe to it.

The long list mentioned In the "Open 
Court” are not true and genuine Spirit
ualists, but amalgamationlsts, with per
sonal, formulated ideas; hangers-on, 
tinctured with old orthodoxy, and other 
“isms” and striving to profit by affixing 
to their theories the word “Spiritual

portunity, to satisfy the publishers that ism.”
their informants are not quite as rell- What is the N. S. A. and its composi- 
able as they at first thought they were, tion?
I do not say but that in the majority of What is its object?
cases the Informants may be perfectly It is, or was, composed of personal in
sincere and honest whenjtliey desire an divlduals, without authority, and organ- 
article in which some medium is sup- ized from a personal representation, 
posed to have been exposed, but hon- Its object, no doubt was to propagate, 
esty and sincerity is no evidence of ac- and to disseminate the true principles

pense.
MolS-j, III.

C. P. MITCHELL.

SUGGESTIVE thoughts

As Expressed by an Aged, Venerable 
Worker.

Recognizing the vast importance of 
spiritual culture and growth, above ma
terial and temporal, worldly and selfish 
life of the present age, and noticing the 
natural inharmony in this great coun
try between the friends in the East and 
West, North and South in relation to 
minor matters and the N. S. A., there
fore I would suggest that we plant in 
our thought and minds the seeds ot 
Uses to all the world—the tree of 
knowledge of the fruits of the Golden 
Rule, which always in every clime pro
duces health and happiness, such as 
Jesus prayed for and the Christians en
joyed before the apostasy, and the wor
ship of the Gold God of Selfishness vs.
the Golden Rule.

I would suggest that as we now know 
beyond any question that life continues 
without end that we know of after tho 
change called death, which is the new 
birth into k higher life of uses, by tho 
Golden Rule; we are compelled to do as 
we would be done by, to get up higher; 
therefore, let us discontinue trivial dis
cussions, a waste of words and time, 
and plant ourselves on the sure founda
tion of the Rock of Ages, the Father
hood of God, the Brotherhood of Man, 
the Sisterhood of Woman—our duties to 
children and to all of God’s creatures.

The city of Washington, D. C., Is the 
center of the United States, and If not

CliraCy. A person may be really honest of Spiritualism; and to this end they 
wrong. Why not give the formulated a code of principles to suit 

ana yet De wru oj Cross-examln- the exigencies of the times as near as 
in^the'witaesBes? possible, but they need revising.

2. After°a medium has been proven First, then, in the declaration of prin- J now, soon will be the center of the civ-
to be a fraud, why not just mention In clples, as adopted at the -Chicago con- 
the Spiritualist papers that such and vention, 1899, Article 1: Entirely elimi- 
such a medium is not endorsed by the nate it from the code of principles, as it 
Spiritualists at large? I am most em- Is entirely indefinite, and without any 
phatically opposed to permitting out- signification. We might with the same 
eiders to come into our midst and tell propriety say, that we believe In infinite 
us what to do. Let them run their own Ignorance, as in Infinite intelligence—as 
organization and hunt out the frauds both comprise ignorant nonsense, 
among the clergy of all denominations, Second: Eliminate last clause of ar- 
and especially their own, before they tide No. 2, and insert the words, are of
come and attempt to purify Spiritual- eternal existence. 
Ism. I am of the opinion that we sure
ly know more about our own business.
than people that do not belong to our 
ranks. How about the idea of appoint
ing perfect men and women lo weed out 
the fraud? from our ranks? I tell you, 
friends, that there is not a little jeal
ousy existing in human beings, bui
quite enough to go all around without 
probably missing any of the mediums; 
So-y^u see we might account for some 
of the supposed exposures from this 
standpoint.. '

Third.’ Eliminate article No. 3 entire
ly from the declaration of principles as 
it is without any significance at all.

State associations are the most es
sential part, being the most legitimate 
foundation of the N. S. A.

Most assuredly, the foundation should 
be precisely alike, and they should con
form to the organization of the N. S. A. 
and their by-laws as near alike as the 

I different locations will permit.
There should be no partiality or fa 

voritism shown or bestowed, on any
1 In conclusion I wish to say that it is one; but all,'equally alike, should come 
my prayer tliat Wo will all get together up legitimately through local organfza-

•soon and see to it that justice will pre- tlons; consequently there would be no 
vail and that innocence will be a shield voting privileges for any ono.
of protection. I know that the purpose , Question 4. Most assuredly; but not 
of life is to make toe world better as tp the exclusion of advice and. asslst- 
a result of our having lived in .it nnd aDCe from the N. S. A. in weak locall- 
wlshing that this article will help Bring ties.
truth uppermost, -I'remain as ever, a l : gvory state having a state organiza- 
worker in tho great cause of emanclPA-j Ron, and represented in the N/ S.»A., 
tion from the narrow’injustice'of the should'be entitled to one trustee, and 
past to where the light of liberty may1 
bathe tlie shores of our minds and: 
where the sun of freedom may reflect 

'its rayii upon our souls! I
• ■ HARRY J. MOORE.

■ Chicago, III. ■ '

,e falsehood With truth 7 l_... , I'Jr’Jv^Tho demoralized Fraud.te .n^%tHpd »^a oStaa
little work. Price 30 cents. For sale at

one at large for those states having an
excess of membership. '

illzed world. Therefore it is the right 
place for the N. 9. A. to be permanently 
established, as the United States Con
gress and the White House for national 
and international uses, pro bono pub
lico. All its business should be done in 
Washington instead of changing from 
city to city. The annual meeting . 
should be held Feb. 22 In memory of the 
Father of our nation. We now have 
members of Congress and in many de
partments of government and will soon 
have the whole thing It we continue In 
office the present able management. 
Why not? A. H. Love has been re
elected 87 times president of the Uni
versal Peace Society, because he is 
competent and honest. Are not the 
the present officers of the N. S.A com
petent and honest? What more do wo 
want?

There should Be a state society or
ganized in every state to meeL“ sos- 
capital city every year during “ t of 
slon of its legislature. The onj 
these societies should be Uses; W DO 
useful and educate orphans and begin 
with one as Geo. Muller did. Massa
chusetts has a suitable building, so has 
Now Jersey. These state societies will 
naturally become educational centers 
for newspapors. books and libraries.

B. FRANKLIN CLARK, M. D.
Belvidere, N. J.

“Longley’s Beautiful Songs.” Vol a. 
Sweet songs nnd music for home.and
social meetings. For Sfllo Ot this OfflCO.
Prlco 15 cents. , > ■ /

"Longley's Beautiful Songs.” Four
teen beautiful, soul-lnsplrlng । suugs, 
-with Music, by c. Payson Longley.

___________ ___ . - Price by mail, 15 cents. For sale at 
generally very Interesting, and to debar this office.
tho hearing of those reports from those “Astral Worship.’’ By J. H. Hill. Ms

Much time'-might possibly bo saved, 
but I think it would be a mistake to 
preclude tho reports of tho president,’ 
secretary, treasurer, etc.,’ as those re- 
ports are a part of the business of the

present, woud bo to deprive the conven- D, For sale at this office. Price 91

should.be


OUR BENEDICTOS—Peace, Joy, Progress and Purity On Earth and the Highest Possible Attainment in the life to Come, Be Thine, Oh Friends of Truth and Right,
VERY GRAVE DOUBTS.

WD! In Reference to the. Success of the N.
8. A.

The World's Most Noted

PSYCHIC AND CHRONIST
Desires to inform his friends all over 

the world that he has lately made 
some Wonderful New Discov
eries in the Way of Medical 
Healing, 'and firmly believes be 
can cure so-called hopeless

CHRONIC CASES.
Send to-day for a DIAGNOSIS by 

the World’s Most Noted

Psychic and Chronist
The dlaguoBle Is made by DR. WATKINS end 

vneici«e. All medicines nre prepared aud put up 
hy DR. WATKINS and No Ope Ydur letters
are all answered by him nud No One BUe. Scud 
fyuVEDlA’a’S*^ ‘’^'“S WWUU'ia. and ««»*’»

Wo

DR. C. E. WATKINS
Ayer, Mass.

To the Editor;—Your circular letter 
of September 2 came duly to hand. In 
which you ask my opinion on the vari
ous subjects contained therein.

First let me say that I think you 
have most clearly stated the dillicultles 
that lie In the path of the successful or
ganization in one compact body of £11 
the professed Spiritualists of the United 
States and Canada!- Although 1 have 
been more or less identified with the 
present- National organization since its 
inception at Chicago in 1893, I have 
grave doubts of its ever accomplishing 
what its most zealous friends antici
pate.

•There seems to be but one question 
on which we all agree, 1. e., that the so- 
called dead do and can communicate 
with the living under certain conditions 
which we do not fully understand. 
However, I agree with you tliat, not- 
withstanding the divergence of opin
ion of the leading Spiritualists of Amer
ica on all subjects except as above indi
cated, there is still room for the pres
ent National organization to do great 
work,

First, you ask what changes in Its or
ganic law will make the N. 8. A. more 
efficient. 1 would make the office of 
president a iion-salarled one, and for 
the term of one year. I would make the 
membership of the National body con
sist of delegates from state associations

editor by which fraud may be perpe
trated In the name of Spiritualism or 
spiritism, and to keep all this Informa
tion ever before‘the public; also, I fa
vor the publication of tho methods by 
which fraud may be detected. As to 
the propriety ot publishing all alleged 
exposures, this is ft matter which must 
rest iu the discretion of the publisher, 
remembering that unless we attempt to 
keep a clean household, we shall lose 
the growing respect which tiie world 
entertains of us. - ; ■ A. H, DAILEY.

Brooklyn, N. Y. ■ ; , ,^, ;v .
____-^>+^B_^_—

THE LYCEUM,’

Millions in Peril

Is Suggested as Worthy, Special Atten. 
.tion. ' '

only, and no delegatee from local 
cleties.

We must build from the bottom

so-

SI6K ?
Dr. J. M. Peebles ithe Famous Physic 

oldu and Scientist Has Perfected 
a System of treatment thut 
,. - Oke# Hqpe to Every

. .. > ' HustSeror.

Jul Hi Wbll M, ‘Wmitt el Hopt"-H sill Ei- 
)lili ii In Ml JlHslil Iiiitattl Md Till 

_ ,’..-.. ■ ( Im Bw Ut Cm bi Hulid.

A BEAUTIFUL PRESENT
Sent You Free of Cost,

A l-eoullful Ciilcndsr for 1803 will bo teut to nny 
ono will leudlholr own name and U snuno mid ad
dress of three or more sick Mends. Baid 
order, at onto. Tbo Calender will ha'e!™J,wH 
or your bumble eervaut. Br. c. E. WATK»»"> 
Ayer, Masa.

up, 
are 
for

and not from tbo top down as we 
now trying to do. Other changes 
the better might be made, but I deem

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE.

Spiritualists Not Subservient toBossism

In regard to amendments to the or
ganic law of the N. S. A. and what 
Changes might prove beneficial, 1 would 
first suggest a relief from arbitrary 
domination and a more liberal exten
sion of the society’s privileges. As an 
organization, at present It does not ap
peal to thousands of true and pro
nounced Spiritualists, or in any way en
list their interest. While many of them 
have no spirit of Ill-feeling against It, 
their sympathy Is not aroused in its fa
vor, and they have small faith in its ef
ficiency or in its success, as a dissemi
nator of spiritual knowledge. The rea 
son for this is, in part at least that it 
has been run os a close corporation or 
patterned after close communion 
church societies. It has been too exact
ing and too exclusive wltli regard to ils 
participants and shows an inclination to 
put up fences to inclose the elect. This 
Disposition will never win- in Spiritual
ism. Its followers require freedom and 
Independence. No class of people are 
individually less subservient to bossism 
than they, and their temper will resent 
any attempt to unduly control their ac
tion. There are some who will accept 
tho rein and make the personal conces
sions that it demands, but great num
bers of genuine Spiritualists who are 
outside and have never chosen to co- 
operate with tiie organization are quite 
Willing that ft shall run Its course until 
t is discovered Ufkt its methods must 
ye revised and a new alignment made 
suggested by experience.

ft would bo more satisfactory if the 
term of the president were limited to 
ono year and his re-election prohibited. 
This would give fresher action ami 
greater variety of administration, pre
vent the formation of rings and selfish 
manipulation In the procedings.

It would be wise to not expend a sin- 
flc penny for publishing the reports of 
;he association’s officers. They are of 
only temporary Interest and are of very 
little benefit in that way. The spiritual 
papers will publish them gratuitously as 
natter of news and in that way they 
will reach all tiie people that care to 
read them. They should be furnished 
In time to publish them simultaneously 
by all the papers at once, and there 
should be a fair understanding on this 
subject. They will be of more interest 
and do the association more good it 
published prior to the session than af
terward.

Fraud associated with manifestations 
should be treated on an equality with 
fraud connected with any other busi
ness or belief. It should neither be 
made more nor less prominent. The 
very worst frauds at the present tifue 
attached to Spiritualism are the hypo
crites and pious Pharisees that are 
seeking to overthrow its facts by mis
representation and pure lying. If any 
preference be shown it should be given 
to them. Far more importance should 
be attached to emphasizing the truth 
and vividly presenting what has been

tho above Important.
To your second question 1 say yes. 

State associations -me essential and 
should be of uniform characteristics.

I believe in individual members of 
state associations, and they should have 
full voting privileges.

The state association should have 
sole charge of the missionary work in 
Ils territory.

1 think us a matter of policy that but 
one member of the board of trustees 
should come from any one state.

Sixth. I certainly think it should.
Seventh. One of the most vitally im- 

portant'questions to be discussed in the 
above lists, in the language of David 
Crockett, “Be sure you are right, then 
go ahead." '

With the well-known fact that with 
scarcely an exception all public medi
ums, no matter what phase ot medium
ship they represent, have been exposed 
and denounced as fakes. That such In- 
justlca has been done in the past to per
sons that I might name, I am quite sure. 
We know so little of the laws governing 
mediumship that wc should bq very 
careful how we sit in judgment on what 
seems to bo fraud. I am not now, 
neither have I ever been an apologist 
for fraud or trickery In any department 
of life, neither do I feel like condemn
ing on the mere statements of others. 1 
depreciate this indiscriminate cry of 
fraud, fraud. In my opinion there is 
far less of it than some people think.

Brethren, do not be alarmed; all the 
frauds in the universe will not stop the 
onward march of Spiritualism. Better 
let a dozen guilty ones escape than con
demn nn Innocent one, is my motto. 
That we have frauds masquerading In 
our ranks as spiritual mediums, I nave 
no doubt.

When all thb world gets honest, we 
wiL have all honest mediums; until 
then we will have to put up with some 
things we don’t like.

If I were publishing a spiritual paper 
and I became absolutely certain that a 
fraud was being perpetrated, 1 would 
expose it, otherwise 1 would keep si-
lent.

Willoughby, Ohio.
E. W. BOND.

SUCCINCT ANSWERS

To Several Very Important Questions.

proven and can be demonstrated.
“Error wounded writhes in pain 
And dies amid her worshipers,"

and it Is not necessary to attend her
funeral or play the dead march at the 
obsequies of expiring falsehoods. 
Truth and the genuine will survive be
cause of their Innate vitality. On the 

„ public highway It is not necessary to 
give attention to every irate barking 
cur tliat thinks to stop the electric car 
In which you are riding. Lean back in 
serenity and have faith lu essentials.

The spiritual papers are the best 
gleans for missionary work. Evei-y gen
erous Spiritualist should take 0“®- n°f 
simply to read In his own family, mi o 
use as a tract subsequently. Give.it or 
Bend it to those that you believe Will 
benefit Keep at this work faithfully 
and you will effect more good In tho end 
than if you go to tho N. S. A. every 
year. The first duty of all Spiritualists 
fs to sustain tbe Spiritualistic press

C. H. MURRAY.
| Elkhart, Ind.

” “Social Upbuilding, Including Co-op- 
crqtlro Systems nud the happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humanity.” By E. D. 
Babbitt, LL. D., M. D. This comprises 
the last part of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For suio 
at this office. . „

-The Attainment of, Womanly Beauty 
of Form nnrl Features,” ’ edited by 
bert Tui-ucr. Tilts book lias for Its ob
ject the cultivation of personal beauty,, 
based on hygiene nnd health culture. It 
js the combined wisdom of twenty.phy
sicians and specialists. Every young 
lady in tho land should v'd It/ Every 
iwlfo should peruse Its pages. Every 
elderly wdmnn should bo familiar with 
Its contents. Trice $1. For sale nt this 
eSect,

To the Editor:—Tbeg to make a gen
eral answer to some of your questions, 
thereby saving a little space. You ask 
in substance: /

1. What changes in the organic laws 
of the N. S. A. will make it more effi
cient? — ■

2. Are state associations essential? 
If so, should they not be organized on 
a uniform plan?

3. Should there be Individual mem
bers of the state associations? If so. 
should they have full voting privileges?

J think a uniform plan of state organ
ization Is necessary to the extent tliat 
essentials to representation from state 
organizations should be the same in 
each state.'’

To be systematic, where there are 
state organizations, a certain number of 
representatives to the National Associa
tion, with voting power, should come 
from the state associations. As there 
have been state organizations in some 
stales for many years, I would favor the 
continuation of such organizations and 
the establishment of new ones lu every 
state as soon as possible. •

I would favor representation to the 
National Association from all organ
ized societies of a stated membership, 
whore the annual dues are paid amount
ing to a uniform sum, with voting pow
er, until wo are more firmly grounded 
as a National organization.

In addition to the foregoing, I favor 
representation with or without voting 
power, as shall be deemed most wise, 
upon the credentials of not Idas than 
twenty-five Spiritualists, not members of 
any representative organization, declar
ing themselves to be such, giving tho 
name and address of each, all of whom 
must reside within the same county as 
the representative, who shall contribute 
an affiliating fee of ten dollars.

In addition to the foregoing require
ment I would suggest, that each person 
who seeks to be so represented, as evi
dence of qualification, shall he an an
nual subscriber to one or more of tho 
current weekly Spiritualist journals.

In answer tc your fourth question I 
will say, I think as a rule, that state or
ganizations should be responsible for 
all missionary work within their own 
territories, with power to the National 
Association in special cases to render 
assistance.

To your fifth question, as to whether 
any state should be entitled to more 
than one representative, upon the 
board of trustee's, I beg to answer tliat 
I would fgvor leaving that to the good 
sense ot tho convention, as some states 
are very sparsely populated, while oth
ers have a groat population, presenting 
a larger number of desirable persons 
from whom to choose,

I think the reports of the president, 
secretary and treasurer of the National 
Association should first bo presented to 
tho convention in printed form. I do 
not think it wise to publish these re
ports in advance.

To your seventh and most Important 
question, as to tho propriety of publish- 
®rs of Spiritualist papers refusing to 
pnnt any and all exposures of trickery 
done in the name of Spiritualism, 
when satisfied of tlielr Informant’s ro- 
Hponsibillty, I beg to suggest In reply, 
that I favor tho publication of every 
method, trick and device known to the

Remembering that The Progressive' 
Thinker Js always, an open court, I 
with a few thoughts which of late ha 
occupied my mind. The majority 01 
Spiritualists are, I am convinced, con
scious of a thorough organization, not 
of Spiritualism but of those who are' 
living the peace and daily joy which tho 
knowledge of Spiritualism affords; this 
organization to be clear of all ecclesias
tical form or creed, or claim of such 
power.

To me this is to be accomplished by 
a National Association (such as we 
have) supported by chartered state as
sociations which shall be composed of 
the local chartered societies in the sev 
era! states. The N. S. A. having at one 
time granted charters,to local, societies, 
interferes with the Uniformity . which 
should exist and which must be care
fully brought; about? The successful 
work of Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Kates in 
our state shows me that as scon as tho 
several states are organized—-and near

ly all of them can be by carefully 
planned missionary work—such work
ers can go from state to state under the 
auspices of each state association, for 
surely the state should bo responisbio 
for the work done within her borders. 
Tho work of these missionary workers 
fs a very sacred one. Many times they 
nre to tell to seeking souls the first 
message of Spiritualism, and we cannot 
be too careful as to whom is placed in 
the field to teach nnd promulgate the 
principles of a great National associa
tion.

The ordinary differences of individual 
Opinions among Spiritualists as to 
creed or no creed, the Christian-Bible 
Spiritualist or the atheistic and Inde
pendent Spiritualist, must be lost sight 
of, and the beautiful thoughts of inher
ent justice, personal responsibility and 
love triumphant over not only hate but 
death, be tenderly administered; wltli 
this, too, must be the proof of spirit re
turn by actual demonstration, which In 
my mind is so sacred that it should be 
given to those who arc seeking and will 
remove their sandals to enter the se
ance-room with the proper conditions to 
insure the sensitive favorable forces, 
rather then placing our mediums, before 
an audience of scoffers and expect them 
to give accurate readings and messages. 
The time was when It seemed necessary 
to give phenomena promiscuously, b-.t 
now there are hosts who are anxious to 
consecrate an hour and a place to seek 
communion with the so-called dead.

Here, too, Is another proposition, the 
trickster. As long as Die public’s de
mands are catered to, so long there will 
be a host ot “tramp mediunis”who are 
determined by some power or another 
to satisfy; organization must protect 
the Investigator, from these .whet are un-' 
worthy of .their patronage. The spirit
ual press saa-do much in litis direction 
by publishing the unbecoming conduct 
of these mountebanks. 'There Is noth
ing more void of spirituality than to pre
tend the return of the loved ones whom 
we think dead; and such spiritual lep. 
ers should be severely branded.

I do,. Mr. Editor, and reader, think 
that much time may be saved by the re
ports of the officers and missionary 
workers of the N. S. A. being published 
In the spiritual press before the conven
tion.

In conclusion, I must mention with 
emphasis the department of our cause 
which should receive special attention 
by the missionaries every where; the 
Lyceum, which is a school of libera) ed
ucation, where the aged and youth may 
be taught such tolerance, love and 
brotherhood that superstition and big
otry will die, and hate, envy and self
ishness will be replaced with co-opera
tion and genuine human sympathy. 
When the children are raised to know 
mankind as a brotherhood, and the 
world as a place where “there is no 
high and no low save in spiritual at
tainment," which the lyceum teaches, 
then there will be less distinctions of 
thought among Spiritualists and we 
will not need to go forth to convince 
people that Spiritualism is a fact in na
ture, but. will go to.give the glad, sweet 
and tender message ot the ever over- 
shadowing hosts who with sacred love 
minister unseen to the denizens of 
earth. Organize the lyceum and teach 
the child to be true to self, to love Cre
ative Energy as it is manifest in Nature 
everywhere, and especially in human 
lives, and not let hls mind be filled with 
the stale mythology of a wrathful deity 
whose anger I* appeased only by tho 
shedding of blood. There are so many 
principles upon which we all agree that 
their beauty and comfort will so occupy 
us that the common brotherhood will 
not be disturbed by any minor point of 
difference. JOHN W. RING.

Galveston, Tex.

Why-will you continue to suffer when thore In 
n treutiuuut .ut liana ..ibav win-euro your Dr. 
Peebles uud his assoc lutes, all Jbbystdwi or 
wide experience and separation, ^SSj and 

■ a system of treatment that promises health an 
strength to all.

J. IU, Feebly, A. H., M. W.. Ph. 1»
Many of their cures aoem almost like miracles, 

for hundreds of those restored had traveled far 
aud wide, trying this doctor and that, without 
getting any relief and were alout to give up in 
.despair when they began the treatment of Dr. 
Peebles.

They are able to do stick wonderful cures be
cause they work In harmony with nature, and 
cmnloy her mighty healing forces in coinieeiion 
with mild, scientifically prepared medicinal 
remedies. Jn a perfectly lUHurn) manner it 
builds, up the depleted system, enriches the 
Wood, improves digest ion and assimilation, 
gives strength and tone to weakened nerves and 
muscles, aud permanently repairs wasted tis
sues and organs, causing thousands of the sick 
to rejoice ut being healed. ■

Why don’t you sit down, at once, and wrlqp 
the doctors a plain, truthful letter ns to your 
condition as you see ir? M you win do this, they 
will carefully examine your eane and sou, you 
a full diagnosis of youi' condition, and tell yon 
truthfully whether oi'.iwt they can cure you. 
This will cost you nothing, anil If they Und they 
van cure you, they will make their chargee so 
small that anyone can afford the treatment.

If you are Skit, write them at onee for itheir lull ^gnosis and P««&^^ 
will be sent wl hont chart ^„ of u’,1 „ tkh 
wonderful book, ‘ A Me- "nd W' Vllkn
will explain fully this , ’<‘111 of treatment and give you • lutoi wllJ
brighten the remainder Of J Ollr Ure. Address

Dr. Peefe Institute of Health,
Dept, AAj Battle Creek, Midi.

A SOLID ROCK FOUNDATION.

A Good Thing ter Have Under Any 
^Structure.

DO YOU NEED SPECTACLES?
Try Poole’s perfected Melted Pebble 

lense, a perfect assistant to the eyes for 
near and far vision. They Induce a re
newed action of the nerves,' muscles 
nnd blood-vessels and a return of nat-
ural vigor to tbe eyes. My method ot 
fittlnc Is by spirit power and clalrvoy. 
ance PlefiBO write for Illustrated clr- 

’ u «ina styles and .prices. I 
t?lar ?\° to flUyour eyes and please 
"“Address B.F. POOLE,

43 Evanston Ave., Chicago, IIIyou,

TESTIMONIAL,
Dear Brother Poole,

43 Evanston Ave., Chicago, Ill,:
I must tell you how delighted ! am 

With the glasses. They are restful to 
the eyes, easy to wear, and thoroughly 
satisfactory. Cordially- thine, 

WILLARD J, HULL.
Columbus, Ohio.

“Principles of Light and Color’’ By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. a truly 
great work of a master mind, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of years or deep 
thought and patient research Into Na
ture’s finer forces are here gathered 
and made amenable to the well-being of 
humanity. Medical inen especially, and 
scientists, general readers and students: 
of occult forces will find Instruction of 
great value and interest. A large, four- 
pound book, strongly bound, nnd con
taining beautiful Illustrative plates. 
For sale at this office.. Price, postpaid, 
?5. It 18 a wonderful work nnd you 
will be delighted'with Jt

“Discovery of a Lost Trail.”' By Oitas, 
B. Newcomb. Excellent *n spiritual 
BUgRCBtlveness. OlOtb, 51’DU‘ For sale 

' at this office. -Xi.,^^.?.?!'.- - ‘ -

True to thet character, object, and 
spirit of the valuable paper you publish 
aud are sending broadcast throughout 
this and other countries, you are again 
on deck with a Bentes of questions with 
the view of promoting the progress ot 
thccause in general, and tliat of the N. 
S. A. -In particular. If. one may judge 
by-the title of your paper,nits readers 
may'be presumed to be ‘-‘progressive 
thinkers," and, therefore,' you should 
reap a rich harvest in replies.

I think It will not be denied that the 
N. S. A. is not as efficient as it might 
be, or as its friends would be glad to 
have it be. That it can in tbe present 
status of Spiritualism, or In the control 
of an entirely new corps of officers who
ever they may be, be at once made 
more efficient than it now is, is a ques
tion which, individually, 1 do not fee) 
competent to decide. •

You have certainly struck the key
note of ths causes which operate 
against the progress of Spiritualism as 
an organized movement in your refer
ence to-the dissimilar beliefs or the het
erogeneous character of its adherents 
upon questions more or less related to 
the one supreme question—the possibil
ity of communion with the .so-called 
dead, and the certainty of a future ex
istence. As long as this supreme ques
tion is settled in the minds of only a 
comparative few, known as Spiritual
ists; as long as the orthodox church 
simply believes but does not know that 
death does not end all; as long as there 
is an infidel, materialhit or agnostic 
here or elsewhere who honestly and 
conscientiously ridicules the very Idea 
of spirit return, so long will it be the 
principal duty of Spiritualists to furnish 
the pioof of a Life beyond. And that 
proof must be furnished unadulterated 
with fraud and humbug or we shall 
make no ■ impression whatever upon 
those we are most' anxious to convince 
of the truth of Spiritualism.

All other questions, then, should be 
fnade subordinate or secondary to the 
one important question until universal
ly established and accepted, 1. e„ the 
question of tho proof of a future exist
ence.

Let us pay our attention to the devel
opment of that proof-rattier than to the 
questions which will naturally grow out 
Of It when once it IS generally estab
lished Il will men be tlme en?ug.h to 

' ah long-as we do have discuss them. AS.
here ami there undeniable proof tl'om 
phenomena which . are . unquestionably 
true and bona fide, we have a solid rock 
foundation upon which to base our hope 
nnd expectation of yet greater nnd more 
universal developments, in the domain 

'of evidence divested of the least suspi
cion of fraud, i There is no telling what 

i'vee^ettuceliitury has > store for 
° lluman race along the line of what

8 now termefiotheipccult.
H Would b? tvery glifficult, aye, impos

sible for any man now to conceive the 
very happy, results to the human family 
which would ffliringi froifl the absolute 
universal knpjyledge of a life beyond 
what wo call tfdeatjh,—a knowledge as 
self-evident torthe human mind as that 
day follows Right. jiWho can measure 
the happiness that would result from 
such universal/ knowledge, not belief? 
What effect -wonld'Ht have’ on selfish
ness, trusts; syndicates, soulless corpo
rations, monopolles/ithe ' golden rule, 
“live and let’Jive,” rite?-
.. In answer toi youo first question, I 
have not at hand aicopy of tho Organic 
law of the N. S. A,, and therefore can 
not respond intelligently.'
. To your second, Fbolievo thnt state 
associations are essential- and tliat they 
should all work In the interest of and in 
harmony with the N. Si A. I also think 
there should: be individual members of 
stale .associations and-that they should 
have full voting'powers;' I am nlro of 
the opinfon that if the N: S. A. has the 
undivided support of all state anil sub
ordinate societies, the burden of mis
sionary work should be place,! u 
I should bo In favor of more tffono 
representative of a plate society being 
on the.board of trustees of Ihe N, 8. A., 
say two or three.
> 1 would also bo In favor of tiie reports 
of tho pjcaidontj; secretary,' treneurer 
aifa missionaries being printed in the

Millions of Americans Sutter from 
Heart Trouble aud Don’t 

Know It.
Statistics show thut sixty nluo out of every 

ono hundred have some form of heart trouble. 
Arc you one ot them? It so you should act at 

once. Sudden, death 
horn heart disease oc- 
cura with alarming fre? 
(juuney, and cornels on 
when least expected- Almost every day wc 
read of soixw import-, 
unt public oliicial be
ing stricken down 

... without, a moment's 
2 warning. Think of the 

countless thousands 
that die a similar deat h 
but because not known 
to the world at largo 
no not ice of their death 
is taken. Thousands 
doctor for their kid
neys, stomach, lungs, 
nerves, or some other

DR. J. M, PEEBLES, supposed disease when 
tha whole trouble la with the heart, is your 
heartriKhtl bo you have palpitation, fluttering Sr skipping of the heart ,Mf' n“ pg1 l(j^^ 
breath alter exertion. l“lu! cold
ness; choking sensations in u}® “H0#! • , . 
hands and feet; dropsy, or swelling of tneiCv'f 
and ankles; pains around the heart, or through 
the shoulder blades; spots before the eyes; 
hungry, weak spoils, or sudden starting in 
sleep? If you «RV® huy of the above symptoms 
vour heart is affected, and you should waste no 
time having il corrected. Wrixe ut once to 
Dr Pueblos’TnsliluW of Health, the renowned 
heart aud nerve institute of Buttle Creek, Mich., 
No 10 Union Block. t°r r“n purUcuUra ot their woii le’rto 1^ {or huaM troubles. They 
hu0™^^ V^^cK toUP 
to die by the very best 
can, no doubt, cure you. Wi Ite to-dU}, for an
other week may be too late-

Tern*1 le 01 Conned iiieraiieuticM.
’v?!! I8 utw 01111 wcmlcrfui aielhoilc ot cure.
yurt bocuuilng'of wurid-wldo fanic.-IliaUon rutile, 

h/lkd, Cviar, Eloetricur, MusuelUui, Mlutl, Balla. ■ 
lies bell. College uud Aeivjomlo Couues. ■ 
Its beautiful Dlplem# centers Hile. "D. M." Doctor 
yt Maguedcs; ceu be pined at College or utliub's 
homo. Boults and luslruuiouis rurutahed. Send 
stamp tor catalogue toE. ». BABBITT,M. D., LL.D.. 
El North tad at., Bau JOsc. t'slliurula,

G. WALTER LYNfL
THE EMINENT '

DH. J. S. LOUCKS
la ihe olden raid most cuccoseful Spiritual Physician 

now In practice, Illa curca are
THE MOST MARVELOUS

of tuts ugo. His examination# are correctly made, 
and free to alt who tend him name, age, des aud lock 
of hair, aud six cent# lu stamps. He dousn’t ask for 
any leading uywntoin. A clairvoyant doesn’t need 
any. He positively curca weak jpeu. Addies#

J. 8. LOUCKS, M. D.,
Stouobtu, Masi.

Healer and , ' 
Gifted Psychic.

HEALTH RESTORED 
By Common Sense Methods

For tbe Cure of Mental 
and Physical Ailments,

OBSESSION CUBED.

MRS. G. PARTRIDGE.
FaycUometrUt; readings personally or by mail. >1.00. 
Three quem I jus, 25 cis. 2576 Fulton St., Chicago.

For Free Diagnosis of Disease, 
spud five two-cent-etampa, age, name, 
sex and own handwriting.

$1.00 TRUMPETS. 81.00
>ibketkum^^^^

Toledo; Miss » w
SI. Manufacture1! ..

JAMES N, NEWTON.

READINGS AND BUSINESS AD
VICE $1.00 and two stamps.

Address 1512 Fran Win St.,
Oakland. UMi«

28 Ottawa bt., Toledo, 0.

AN ASTONISHING OFFER
Send three two-cent stamps, lock of 

hair, nge, name and the leading symp
tom, and your disease will be diagnosed 
free by spirit power.

Mis, Or. Dobson-Barker,
Box 132, Bun Jose, Cal

MUS. CONNELLY’S
Gray Hair Redemption.

Without lead, silver or poisons. H0^ 
cheapest gray hair restorer on earth, and I De 
only safe one. If your hair is all kinds of colors 
from the use of lead, silver and poisonous acids, 
it can be restored at once, and where it is grow
ing out gray at the roots, ono application will 
restore it to its natural color. No staining 
sculp, hands or clothing; It makes the hair 
beautiful, glossy und natural, restores blended 
hair back to its natural color; red hair made a 
natual brown; will not prevent crimping- Fad
ed or rusty switches restored. You cannot af
ford to look old if you are looking for employ
ment. Sent by mail on receipt of price, 2ft or 50 
cents. Two and four cents extra fur postage, 
write your imam and “■(,l'™?LP,1ilV^ 
k-Uer.1 to MUS. ANNA IXINNW.I, IJJ7 Ridge 
Ave.. Philadelphia. Pa.. Station S.

Self-Hypnotic Healing.
staully. awaken at any de»M <‘n>« N>^ 

by euro diseases and bud llilbltS, AliyouO 
induce this sleepin themselves IllBtuutly lit nW 
trial, control their dreams, read the minds ol 
friends and eneinhw. visit any part of the earth, 
noire hard queHtiunii and problems In this bleep 
and remember all when awake. This so-called 
Mental Vision Lesson will be sent to anyone 
Absolutely Free, actually enabling him to du 
Ihe above without charge whatever.
Prof. Ji.E But ton.Dejit.PT Lincoln. Neb., U.S.A'

F. N. FOSTER. '
Spirit Photographer. Ml? Wabash ave., Chica
go. Hillings daily, except Saturdays. Send 
for circular.

DON’T READ THIS.
Frpnrca L. Laurka, tbe only piyublu wonder living, 

thut uut!» the spiritual X-ray without any leading 
symptom to direct, uud locate a all internal dlBuubos. 
A trial will convince you. Ncrrouu exhaustion and 
hint vigor of both sexes ruccumfuny treated, us hun
dreds enn testify. Stud name. age. box, complex Ion 
and lucent" In atampB. and receive a correct diiwno* 
bli> of your cnee free, worth dollar* to you. Address,

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,
Lock Box 1214, Siooehum, Miu,

HINDOO! HINDOO!
J wish lo announce through the courtcuy of Mr. 

Francis ibut I huvu spent lour yearn lu JnilhminongHi 
Ilie Mamoru end Hindoo Adept# iYo«ls) mid 1 have 
tonm valuable HlurtnHed literature which 1 uni goln« 
tu give to the "Progressive Thinker” froo. Thin Hi- 
oraturu eonuhtgof "Hypubdsin,” “Occult MyHterka 
of Hindoo Magic.” "Adept slilp," ••Witchcraft.'’ 
"Block Al t." “Magic wnd Hot-eery," "Necromancy,'’ 
“PneuiimioloKy,” -,Antral Iu«>l""yrt.!!!,,!!!^ 
Ceraiioiihil Maule," “luvoeiiilon., I of
Spirit,." • Med.cral Thco-onW-\ Phenac unit Mrdl.-inc." nlso --taslr’®’Mi,.....  J 
pillion Antral f'oly." • Occult l»l,““'’'®' „M i 
aliln anil Ocr.u t or thauinatiirglc I’o’tu-. I wata 
J scry render lowrltejne al once. Address P 0 E. 
W. De Laurence. 2M, 4,8 Wabn#b avuo tbkag 
U. 8. A.

HW. SINCLAIR, THE BLIND MEDIUM WILL
• road flic pact, present and future. Gives unities 

nnd doU'H. Ho furutcllw your xiicrm In business. 
Bend dale of birth and 11.00. JlU West eve.. Jackson, 
Mich. . 'nJ

returned.
w M bus resumed frncllce la Sun' 

EruiKteo Cm., mills new pUlces. St Ann's building. 
Nu.o. Eddy creel, ijunrtloo of Marsel, rowel) anil 
Eddy erects) to which ull coiiiitiuiilMtlons Bhouid be 
hltfc^cil. IL M- DikS 1'hll. M. D.

MRS.MGGI&WAITE
lleodlug by mall, »1.<X>. Bualoao adrlcu a specialty. 

01W WablUb avo. Chicano. 111. 073

MRS. L. P. KNAPP.

MAGNETIC HEALER.
My Spirit GiiHp. Owosro. poo- with my band of 

Spirit JIcnhTB to nil who desire bin help. We give 
readings and ircntuuniH by mull, uifiotphlt develop
ment kSHons. Send !0c In til ver mid two pink HtanT® 
furpnrtlcularB. AddrcSH MRS. L. 1*. KNAPP, cure 
gem rai delivery, Oakland. Cal. GTS

Spiritualist press a week or two in ad
vance of the annual meeting.

I am somewhat surprised at your sev
enth question. Brother Francis, “Should 
the publishers'of Spiritualist papers re
fuse to print any or all exposures of 
frlekcrv," etc? Have you any doubt 

, what my answer would be?about wna H y. SWERIN GEN.
Fort Wayno, Ind.

IMPORTANT QUESTION.

What Change Will Make the N. S.
More Efficient?

A.

Our spiritual organizations are .... 
ihe purpose of gaining more knowledge

for

Annie Lord Chamberlain's Card.
Vesr friends, yon «u jn-eMly Help me <J«‘;'»',££ 

blind ilsier. J^»l» h- f"^on. or ‘'‘V^Xe! 
<iluu» SOW In 9, (J^'wlth II null I «1U “^*ddre” 

MnsAnulobord Cbnuiberlaln, Millord. Mao.______

MARK CHESTER,
on

A Mill and a Million.
This is one of Carlyle Petersllea's most lnu-r- 

esling works, ll is purely it Psychical R0111 
such us the author fs noted for producing. 1 
need b in your library for I lie purpose"; "' ‘"' 
lug your roniuneC'iovlug children out Into mu 
light of occulilsiii. Price, cloth cover, 00 ct.i. 
For Mlle at tills office,

IIM or The Touch of An Angel 
Jlnlj Mother.

BY CARRIE E. S. TWINC.
Her dedicatory Much are sufficient to whow 

the spirit of the. book as well as the author, it 
readH, "Because my own children are all under 
tllC lender (Wo ff Uw angels, and my heart is 
tfor tho love of the young. 1 most loving- hilling, thin l«'“k “' ‘hB ‘■''“"■'•|1 ot Ihe
ly ili’tik-’Tliis book is ful 0[ *0'1 ,’'l‘1Vil,hlg ami

1WMML
ut tills office.

declaration of principles all except the 
fourth and fifth clauses, which 1 would 
make the central thought around which 
wc could all gather in perfect harmony.

And further, if all Spiritualists wish 
to affirm that all phenomena are in per- 
foci harmony with natural law, hence 
natural and not supernatural or mirac
ulous phenomena, 1 could not object.

We might also affirm that, a coned 
understanding of the phenomena, phil
osophy, and the higher teachings of 
our spirit friends, and (he living in liar- 
mony therewith coiiBtiUte the true re
ligion of Spiritualism.

But in the spirit of fairness, 1 say, for 
tho sake of harmony, friendship and 
brotherly love, do not adopt any 
thought to which there Is one dissent
ing vote coming from one who is a real 
believer in the phenomena and philoso
phy of Spiritualism.

In regard to oilier questions, I will 
not venture an answer, but leave them 
to such as have made them a study.

As to fraud, I detest it in any spot or 
place, yet we find it sown broadcast 
over the world, in every nation, not 
alone among our mediums, but among 
the leaders in every church, as wed as 
among the higher representatives of 
states and nations.

No expose or punishment can blot it. 
out. To me it seems higher education 
alone points to the way of relief.

The grandeur of truth and right, and 
the sacredness of spirit communion, 
when understood, should bring purer 
lives and higher motives.

IL L. CHAPMAN.
Marcellus, Mich.

“AS IT IS TO BE.”
A VERY SUGGESTIVE WORK.

It Beams With Spiritual 
Truths,

Tbls Is a beautiful book, by Cora 
Lynn Daniels, and It scintillates with 
grand spiritual thought. An idea of 
this work cim be obtained by reading 
the lilies of a few of tbe chapters 
therein:

The Process of Dying; Light and 
Spirit; The Eaw of Attraction; Senses 
of the Spirit; What Is Unconscious 
Will; Rear; Astrology; Tiie God-Soul of 
Man; The Drama; A Day Jn Heaven.

Price $1. For sale at this office.

RELIGION Of THE fUTUREM
By S. Weil. Cloth, IM.25; paper, 50 cenis. This 

is a work of great value, written by one of the 
keenest, most i>owerful and most t mJv religious 

of th« da-J- It is particularly n work 
KbOul<1 !w Put iuto the hands of those 

whI i « freetl ^mselves from the dogmas of 
wh. .rtV »nd *r<>m tho dogmas of malerial- 
isHcnXiicc. for it will Strengthen the convk- 
,T"n «f the free mlnil that mind aud senses are 
nut tho whole of life. .

Tbe chapters reveal a new lilPthoil In 1W‘11 V 
and spiritual research. They show vl'Ki 
I’llinpsvs of a stupendous moral cosmos tluR 
win supersede mural confusion, that only VClb - . •■ 
liable tenets cun survive, anti the (‘hliilhoir* 1 wi-lwl of faith and fam-v will l». J Lp 
Knowledge and taels. ^ '"U w tiHIKhldoi^ Ar

BODY AND SOUL.
BY J. CLEGG WRIGHT.

This volume eonsiHiN of a course of lectures 
delivered iu the trailer state. and is certainly no 
.small contribution to the study of the soul, it, 
is a good work too pm the eyes'io the difference 
between the deducti ve and inductive procrsKof 
jniud. bound in doth, UI. For .sale* at thin 
office.

lionet-hold without rebuke or ■ remon
strance is to condone it. It is unneces
sary to give such the benefit of tree ad
vertising by undue-display of condem
natory type, neither is it honorable for 
the spiritual press to publish paid adver
tisements of. con tinned fiatttls for tho 
suite of a fee. The indiscriminating ad
vertising column has done more harm 
to the integrity and high moral stand
ing of the spiritual press and societies, 
than anything the enemies of Spiritual
ism have done, or can say or do against
it. ADDIE L. BALLOU. 

San Francisco, Cal.

TO BE CRITICALLY TRIED.

pertaining to the phenomena and 
teachings of Spiritualism, the better 
protection of Spiritualists, their prop
erty, and the general betterment of hu
manity.

As Spiritualists we must not forget 
that harmony Is the‘strength and sup
port of ail institutions.

Now the first question of the investi
gator or prospective member of such 
organization Is, what constitutes a Spir 
Itualist? What do they believe?

And the only answer that will fit in 
all cases, Is: A Spiritualist is one who 
believes in the continuity ot life, and 
communion with the so-called dead. 
This all Spiritualists can accept.

But to this add a belief in reincarna
tion, infinite intelligence, astrology or 
any Other theoretical teaching, and 
there will many who cannot accept & no oration will object to a 
member holding some belief that all 
cannot accept, and as a thinking peo
ple we admit there could be no pro
gression If all were of the same mind 
or belief on all things.

However, tho continuity of Uf® ,. Ja 
spirit communion is not a theory, 1 
a demonstrated fact.

When an individual becomes liberal 
enough so he will Investigate, he will 
meet with such demonstration, and he 
cannot help believing he knows, hence 
he Is a Spiritualist.

Now since this belief or knowledge is 
what makes us Spiritualists, it seems to 
me that wo should make this thought 
well stated, the center around which wo 
could all conje in harmony, and it does 
seem tliat we should be liberal enough, 
not to ask our brother to endorse some
thing he doss not believe, thereby mak
ing himself a hypocrite In order that he 
may join our society.

As a speaker nnd improvisator I have 
been urged to take ordination under the 
state and National organization, but 
positively refused because 1 cannot en
dorse the declaration of principles.

If I did believe that’ "tho phenomena 
of nature physical and spiritual are the 
expression of infinite intelligence,” ,b 
would bo an infinite intelllgentlst, and? 
not a Spiritualist, I would be on a par 
with Moses and the prophets, who, 
when holding communion with the spir
its claimed to be talking with God.

With a belief in that statement, 1’ 
Should bo 'compelledto admit ths t all 
communications were from tho infinite, 
hence to me there would bo no such 
thing tis spirit communion, anil “no 
proof of tho continuity of life.

Now to' post tintlier the-efficiency of 
the N. 8. A., I would repeal tho prosout

FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.

Fraud Should Never Be Condoned.

To the Editor:—Responding to youi 
Open Court enquiries, various sugges
tions are presented to mind, not all ot 
which can well be here conveyed, espe 
cialiy as to Ihe changes desirable in the 
organic laws of the National Spiritual
ists Association, which the experiences 
of the past few years make apparent, 
except in answer to the succeeding 
questions, to which 1 would reply:

The N. S. A. should be composed of 
state associations only, all state organ
izations to be constructed on a uniform 
plan so far as their remoteness from 
each other and the central body may 
permit, their differences to be only on 
minor matters.

There should be no Individual mem
bers of either state or National associa
tions except honorary members-who 
from efficient or long service, or both, 
might be admitted, in which case they 
should have no more voting power than 
is customary with other bodies, which 
as a rule do not permit voting of hon
orary members on mattes of the busi
ness of the organization, or until they 
affiliate.

All. missionary work should be 
planned and executed ns nearly as pos
sible by tho states where state associa
tions exist, to be reported and ap
proved by the National, the latter send
ing missionaries only to barren fields 
where no state associations exist. The 
state should call upon the National for 
such assistance’ financially as is needed 
to carry on its'work when approved.

Each state being equally entitled to 
representation, thore should not be 
more than .one representative on the 
board of trustees from each state, in nc'. 
cordance with the principles of true 
Americanism, of equity and justice. A 
policy otherwise tends to a monopoly of 
power, a perversion of equality, anil 
dissatisfaction and discord; .

Much time might be saved by the 
publication of. the reports 'of ihe offi
cers of the N. S. A. or In the distribu
tion of leaflets prior to their presenta
tion in convention. • -* ■ ,

JTho.publlBhorB of Spiritualist-papers 
who aro supposed to'lie the conveyors 
cf nil spiritual news-lltoiature should 
not refuse by suppressing exposure of 
the truth, to publish or expose nny 
practices of deceit, trickery,, and) fraud 
wherever and whenever found, or any 
practices which debase tho dignity, 
honor add piirRy of Spiritualism. , To 

1 oe cognizant of a fraud Within our

Spiritualism Before an Open Court.,

Of all vexed questions before the puh- 
lic mind, that of saddling any kind ot 
yoke upon Spiritualism Is the most per
plexing. • 

< If Spiritualism stands for anything, It 
stands for mental freedom, and thus- 
far as our observation goes, it absolute
ly refuses to lie yoked, or serve in 
shackles of any kind.

Organization except lor business pur
poses, in a way shackles freedom of ex
pression. To limit the utterances of a 
speaker, or to place a medium under- 
certain restrictions, and yon immediate
ly put a hindrance upon tlielr best work. 
Put a skylark in a cage and y°“ 1<>so' r 
your sweetest songs. seclrtoCSC

It is natural for any c',!t^!lt 
resolve itself Into societies; flint, .j 
then state, and then National, if fi* , I 
be; delegates from the local societies / 
forming the state association, and dele- I 
gates from each state association form
ing the National. This would simplify 
matters and make tbe transaction of. 
business less complicated. And jet '' 
each stale association furnish its owa 
missionaries.

The question of fraudulent medium-. 
ship Is a difficult problem, much that is. 
called fraud being due more to the cun
ning of the guides than to any desire to. 
cheat on the part of the medium.

When proof positive has been given- 
that anyone posing as a medium for- 
spirltual manifestations has been 
proven a trickster, we hold It is the- 
duty of any spiritual publication to ex-, 
pose them, and as far as possible warn- 
the public against them. Our honest., 
mediums will lose nothing, and Spirit
ualism will gain much when such Im
postors aro known for what they arc.

There is nothing that can take .the, 
place of honest mediumship—we holdj 
It to have been tho greatest gift of Spir
itualism to the world.- And those modi. 
iims who hold this gift untarnished aro. 
doing more for humanity, and tho lip. .'" 
building of truth, than all tho asuoclti-..", 
lions organized under a creed the will 
has over known. . . • •

MARY WEBB-BAKER.
Spartans burg,Pa'. ;
“Spirit Echoes?'Tir NMitTE. ^-lulL^ 

Many sweet thoughts lllpmlue the 7 
pages of this volume of. verge from tho , 
Inetilred brhla aud pen of Mutdo if* 
Hull. It will bo w®!c°i”®d uud treae-. 
ured by many who' have become ad- 
qualntcd with tiie author personally 
olid through other of her published 
writings. It Is for sale nt tho office of- / 
Tho Progressive Thinker. Prlco Wa
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ton.Dejit.PT

