voL.23

CHICAGO,

ILLINOIS, SATURDAY, DEO. |, 1900,

THE, NEMESIS OF GHAUTAUQUA LAKE:
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INTRODUCTION.
:." “Who would with care some happy fiction frams,
8o mimies truth, it looks the very same.”

—QGranville.

.f["'.iu-:tion is often truth colored by the brueh or pen of the

. When I wase o child my father lived in the village of
Wesifield, Chautaugua county, N, Y. He was a physician
and surgeon whose practice extended over the county and

Brtist, or monlded by the chisel of the sculptor.

portions of tho country adjacent therelo. At that time

there resided a few iniles from Westfield, an Indian doctor
named McEntosh or Mclntire, I am not certain which,
He wos a half-breed of the Cattaraugus tribe, very well ed-
ucated for the times and his surroundings, and possessed
of more than ordinury intelligence. 1le was a friend of
my father, whom he frequently eonsulted in relation to his

atients when their symptoms were beyond bis ability {o

agnose.
. 'g::e gummer morning in the year 1832 he called on m
father 1o visit a patisnt with him who was sick in the vil-
lnge of Mayville. At my earnest solicitation I was per-
‘mitted to accompany them. As we rode along he related
an old legend of the counfry which interested my boyish
curiosity very much, and which I have embodied in {he
following story. In ils narration I have preserved the
.the names of {he dramabis personae, and have narrated
the incidents of the story as I remember it to have been
norrated by the old doctor. -
- Bixty years ago I read it as briefly published in one of
the newspapers of western New York, and the tradition
will rohabe be remembered by a few of the old settlers
of Choutauqua comnty. I have only taken an guthor’s
liberty to elaborate and paint its incidents with the feeble
pen of narration, yet _tlley are substantially true as par-
rated by the early traditiohs of the country.” ... .=-
- The incidents of the so-called whisky rebellioh in
ern Pennsylvania are true historic events, as ngrrated in
“Western Aunnals,” published by Jomes R. Alback, in
1858, The names o_P the parties who were prominent in
oxeiting the rebellion are correetly given, and the events
. are quoted from historical record. _

. The Indian names of persons and places with their deri-
.¥ation are strictly correct and are quoted from the League
of the Ho-De-No-Sau-Nee, or Iroquois, published by the
New York Historical Society in 1851.
" A few years ago while digging for the foundation of one
of the assembly buildings on the Chautaugue Assembly
‘grounds near the lake, a number of skeletons were un-
-earthed, which attracted the attention and wonder of the
" workmen and visitors. 'The place was supposed at ihe
time to have been an ancient Indian burial ground.
When I read the gccount I at once remembered the legend
a8 related by the old Indian doctor, and on investigation
T becawe convinced thut the_y‘ were the remains of the
victims of ““I'he Nemesis of Chautaugua Lake” This
saggested to me the thought of writing the story as nar-
rited in this book, in which I have given the derivation of
the Indian names therein contained correctly from the
authority of “The League of the Iroquois,” The prin-
cipal incidents of my sfory are true, although they have
long been :
" «Agleep on lap of Legend 0ld.”

 April 26,1899, AUTHOR.

CHAPTER L

:“There isa pleasur'e in the pathless woods.”~—~Byron.

_ “Their way :
.+&Ljies through the perplexed paths of this drear wood,
" The nodding horrors of whose shady brows :
Threats the forlorn and wandering passenger.”
: . —Milton.
Tt was the afternoon of a beautiful day in October of
1 year 1702. The late frost had but recently touched
the forest foliage, and now the glory of an American au-
tumn had fallen on hill and valley gilding them with 4
wealth of coloring that defies the palette and peneil of
the artist, The yellow of the poplar, the scarlet of the
maple and the crimson of the oak mingling with the dark
green of the pine and hemlock, draped the landscape as
with o sheen of variegated embroidery. The early
fallen leaves covered the ground with a carpet soft as vel-
-vet and tinted with colors that rivgled the looms of
Qobelin. ’

- The gir, mild a5 a morming in spring, was filled with the
odor of dying leaves peculiar to the northern forests in
autumn. The sky was covered by a soft haze incident to
the season and the locality of our-story.  The sun was
sinking behind the western tree-tops when the stillness of
the forest was broken by the tramp of a horse on the
fallen leaves that covered the grouund, almost concealing
the old Indian trail that ran along-the southern ghore of
Loke Erie from Presque Isle to Fort Rice on Buffalo
Creek. . The rider of the horse was a man in the morning
of manhood. His dress and bearing indicated that he was
unnccustomed to frontier life, and was better acquainted
with the civilization of the Eaatern colonies than the hard-
ghips and privations of camp and forest. He was un.
armied, uniess a pair of .{)ist_ols' that hung in holsters at his’
saddle bow could be called arms; but the contempt with

which these weapons were: ]ookéd.u;];on by the hardy)

Irontier men of that day showed that they were very inef-
ficient cither for offence or defence ggatnst Indians and
wild beasts, the only.encmies to be feared in the forests of
the Jake shore. His companion was on foof, and trod the
path they were following with the noiseless tread of a pan-
ther. - ‘His dark copper color, the fantastic’ ornaments
that decoraied his naked breast, his leggins of fanned
deerskin ornamented with beads and poreupine quills, the
tomohawk and knife that hung in easy reach of his hand

West

long rifle carried at trail, the scalp-lock and esgle feath-
ers it supported, all procjaimed an Indian warrior. The
absence of paint on his dark features indicated that his
present mission was one of peace, yet his cat-like tread
and the quick glance of his derk eye towards the thickets
and underbrush that bordered some portions of their
Eaﬂ:way, showed the training and caution of an Indian

rave accustomed to the dangers of forest warfarg, and
ever watchful against an ombuscade or g hidden foe.

For gome time the two had traveled along the forest
path in silence; the horseman following the steps of his
guide, who with the unerring instinets oghis race followed
the trail almost obliterated by the fallen leaves. .At
length the path descended into a ravine through the bot-
tom of which rap o small stresm of clear, cool water. The
thirsty horse plunged his head deep in the grateful cur-
rent from which he drank for some mornents, while the
Indian paused upon its brink and leaning upon his rifie
stood in an attitude of unconscious grace and dignity that
would have delighted the eye of a sculptor.

“We)), Oneida, where are we now? And what stream
is this?” inquired his companion, a8 he loosened hig ridle
rein and rested his hand on his saddle-bow.

“Gn-a-nun-da-ta, Go-hun-de,” [@a-a-nun-da-ta, amoun-
toin Jeveled down; Ga-hun-da, Silver Creek.—Iroquois]
the Indion replied sententiously in the guttural tones of
the Iroquois.

“How fur are we from a eettlement?” continued his in-
terrogator. “It is Jong past noon, and the air of the
woods hos given me an appetite I have not had since I
was a boy.” ’

“The rifle of Oneida could throw a bullet Into the wig-
wams of the pale faces,” replied the Indian, ag he pointed
to the top of the hill that formed the oppdsite side of the
ravine they had entered. . -

_“Tg it 50 near, Oneida?’  Come,” continued the rider
faithful animal, “come, Jet, our day's march is nearly
ended, and you shall rest until morning”  The wearied
horse seeined to understand the promise of liis rider, for
crossing the ereek he followed the guide with a quickened
pace unti! they resched the top. of the hillside whére a
clearing of fifieen or twenty acres had been made in the
{forest, 1n-the center of which a group of log cabins had
been erected. One amobng them was more pretentious
than the others. It wae Jarger, more imposing in appeor-
ance, was constructed of logs roughly squared with the
axe, the chinks were more closely atopped, end e wide
porch extended along ifs front from which a pole pro-
jected, sustaimipg ox its outer end a rude sign, which in-
formed those who could decipher its hierogtyphical char-
ncter’fi, that “Rest for Man and Beast” could ge there ob-
tained.

When the traveler and his guide had reached the brow
of the hill, the horseman paused a moment as he looked
with an enquiring eye over the rude hamlet before him.
When sceing the invitation of the sign mentioned, he
turned to his guide and eaid: o

“Oneida, we will go no farther to-day; both “man and
beast” need the rest that I see can ba had here; but at
suncise we must be on our way, I must reach Du Quesne
the day after to-morrow; we will etop at the tavern yonder
auntil morning.”

‘when the morning sun rices out of the waters of the Great

carefully examining the priming of his rifle he disap-
peared in the bushes that bordered the ravine they had
just left. ' i

Aas the horseman rode up to the inn, or tavern as it was
called in the vernacular of the frontier, he observed a
group of men on “Phe Common,” ar open space of four
or five acres in exient in front of the rude dwellings that

1stood irregularly along ove side of the street.” The sirect

itself was,but a wagon track that winding its sinuous
course among the stumps and deadened trees, was at last
lost in the woods beyond the settlement.  The forest
blazing in the glory of its autumn foliage, seemed to sur-
round the little village with an environment of mdny-
colored flames, unbroken save towards the north where
the waters of Lake Erie glimmered through a partial
opening in the trees. S
The buildings of this primitive settlement consisted of
8 score of cabins constructed in-the rude style of archi-
tecture secn only in the woods and clearings of America
in the early doys of our Republic. -The comforts of mod-
ern civilization were unknown-to the hardy settlers of our
frontiers. The necessities of a pioneer life developed an
ingenuity in invention that has become & charBeteristic
of the American people, and made them celebrated over
the world. - R
many of them the bark yet remained on their outside sur-
faces. These logs were notched at their corners, and in-
terlocked in such & manner.-as to render them secure

ing forest trees, The crevices betweén the logs were
“chinked” with puncheons of wood secured in . their:
places by wooden pine and wedges, . The chinks were
then daubed with elay within and without and the walls
were completed, The -roofs’ were. covered  with -bark

shingles riven from the cak or elm. . These wére kept in
their places by weight-poles laid length-wise* of the roof,
and supported in' their places by blocks of wood-extend-.
ing from eaves to ridge-pole, ~The floors {where there
were any) were of puncheons or split logs, and the capa-
cious fire-places of stone with chimaeys of sticki plastéred
with clay, . The sashless windows were filled with cloth
svell ‘ciled to -make it translucent.- The doors of thin
slabs of wood were hung on weoden hinges. -In the whole
number of houses in that Jittle village in the wilderness,

' from & belt of wampum around his waist, the powder-
horn ‘and bullet-pouch suspended from-his shoulger, the

therg pl;obably was Dot a single pane of glass or & nail or
metal hinge, or lock of sny kind. The furnjture and

to hie horse ap he effectionately patted the meck of the

“No,” said the Indian, “Oncida will sleep in the woods; |-

Lake he will meet the young chief on its shore.” Then |

The cabins were constru&hd of unhei&e’d logé, and ‘o-n‘

agoinst the storms that sometimes prostrated the stand-

"peeled from the hemlock, or in the better houses with long.

plates and bowla of wood: with spoons of the same mate-
ria] were laid at meal-time on 4 rude table in the center of
the cahina. Drinking-cups of horn, or gourds, were the
substitutes for the crystal’and china of to-day; and at that
time the possesaion of & single drinking-glass by a woman
in the settlement would have subjected her to the euv? of
all her female aspociates, Yet rude as these surroundings
were, and as primitive as were the culinary utensils and
cuisine of the wildernees at that day, no marble slab in a
{mnca’s palace was ever laden with more choice viands

hen those that grgced the rude puncheon tables of the
cabins of the early gettlers of the wilderness, Juicy
stepks of venison, gr cytlets of bear’s meat brojled on the
coals; delicious trout from the coo! forest streams; wild
fowl from the leke, baked or roasted in yude stone ovens,
waa the ordinary i}l of fate of the poorest families in the

frontier settlements. -For bread, various ingenious com-

ounds of corn formed a wholesome substitute for the
yspeptic loaf of tg-day, While a dessert of wild honey and
forest berries finished & gfepast that would have delighted
a modern epicure, 1 .
When to such 4 feast ag we have described the partaker
brings an appetite begq)aaen of & day’s fravel in the pure
air of the wilderness, thgre; remains nothing to increase
the gustatory enjo{vm'ept' of the occasion—eo thought
our traveler as he sat down at the plenteous board of the
“Rest for Man and Begst,” and partook of the hill of fare
we have given, with an appetite we have but faintly de-
seribed. , s
As there was no register for travelers' names in the of-
fice of the clerk of the “Rest for Man end Beast,” and in
Tact as there was no office, and no clerk, we are compelled
to introduce our traveler as Judge Frank Hall, recently
appointed by the Goyérnor:of the State of New York io
organize several courtsin the western part of the State for
the administration of’the law over that portion of the
wildernees known as “\festern New York.” He had been
to Buffalo for that prrpose, and was now on lis way to
western Pennsylvania ubder a secret commission from
President Washington to enghire into the cause of the re-
gistance to the excise Iiws in"that portion of the State.
The recent defeat of Bf. Clair in his expedition against
the western tribes of jndinn‘s;}n Ohio, left an unprotected
frontier of a thoysend mfles in extent reaching from {he
Allégheny to the Midsisgippi, This was exposed to the
attack of the victoriops émf {nfuriated savages. The six
natione that bad for & nhmbser of years heen friende and
allies of the government werg now wavering in their alle-
giance, and 1t was fgared that their young watriors, at
Icast, would join thq western tribes in open hostilities
agaiost the hated pale-faces;, The armies of the govern-
ment had been unakle to proteet the frontiers, and the

forelgn birth,, gbjected-to-the paymant.of taxes of any
kind,gti a.gpvérgﬁ}ceﬁt}&nt did not proteet them from sav-
age jnyasion and butchery. In 1786 an attempt had been
made to enforee in excise law, when the officer was seized
by & num)gr of the settlers; hie hair cut off from one side
of his head, his paigrs taken from him, and he was com-
Ee]lcd to fear up his carmmission and trample it under
his feet. No effort wee made to punish these rioters by
the government, and no further attempt was made for &
number of years to execute the excise law.

In 1790 when Congress asserbled, the nation was bur-
thened with debts, and'it wae found indispensably neces-
sary to increase the revenve. On the suggestion of Alex-
ander Hamilton a Lill was passed imposing certain rates of
taxes on distilled spirits. Inspectors were appointed and
gll distilleries'were botind to give the inspector of their
district an accurate description of their buildings, the ca-
pacity of their stills axd to allow their liguor casks to be
guuged and branded by the inspector.

his law met with o geﬁeral and determined resistance
in western Penpsy|vhnia; government inspeciors were
mobbed and beaten, their buildings burned and many of
them were compelled to flee from the country. Public
meetings were called, speaches were made, resolutions—
that panacea for all American wrongs—were passed
without & dissenting voice, and our forefathers resolved
that “whisky should be free.” .

This much it hes beén necessary to say, that our rcaders

may better understand the incidents of oug story.

ur traveler, Judge Hall, had becn sceretly instrueted
by the government at Washington, to go to Pittsburg and
inquire into the.naturs, cause and extent of the insubordi-
nation to the lawe. <Qstensibly he went to examine into
the military -condition™of the frontiérs; to exawmine the
forts, equipments and means of defense, and to report:the
same as soon &8 posgible. This part of his mission was
open and avowed, tha other branch of his duty must of
necessity be-gecref, for had the excited settlers suspected
that he was connected in any way with the enforcement
of the odious excise liws; his life would have heen in jeop-
ardy from the lawlegs ruffans who perpetrated the out-
rages sgnctioned by the resolutions of the public meetings.

At Fort Reed,-neat: Buffalo, Judge Hall had procured
dn Indian guide, Onejds, wlic was an Iroquois warrior
past middle age, and:but a-few years before had been a
terror to the frontier,as'at the head of a predatory band of
Mohawks he ravaged.the Lake shore from Niagara to
Fort Presque Isle, - -He twas & member of the Oneida tribe
of Indians, and for this reason was generslly called by the
neme of his people; Lt the;appellation given him by his
warriors was Wah-Dipdave, dgnifying the foremost in bat-

where the ashes of hurned rabine and the. gravés of the
settlers murdered by his b};lild were £ced in every primi-
tive séttlameént. " He:had begn so Well known to. the front-
tersmen for his ferocity on the warpath, that dlthough the
Indian tribes of theiBix Nations had “buriedthe toma-

>

hawk” and were it ‘pesce with the United Colonies, yet

the wary savage fearsd {o.irust himeself within réach of

1 the deadly rifle of the hunigrs and backwoodsmen of the| =
pew settlements, ang- theréfore. when he approached the |-
little hamlet we have described, he left Judge Hall at the |

edge of the clearing, 1o hivouac in thre woods until morn-
ing, when he was'to:meet Kim at the rising of the sun on
the shore of Lake Erfe, - - .

- After our traveler-h

4 fiished his meal, he strolled out

colleeted to witness g trial of skall with the rifle between

ing of the coatsest-produet of the domestic loom, covered
with hunting:shirts of icoarse cloth-or dressed deerskin,
with leggins ond mocehsing of the same material, were
common to oll.- -The Qj&llydiﬁ"erence was geen'in thie orna-
mentation of.fringe ywith which some of the capes of the
hunting- shirts were decotated; and it.was noticeable that
these faint evidences:of untutored taste were seen only on

——————

gettlers of western Ptinkylvanis, who were.generally. of

tle..- By this name hghad feen known slong the-frontiers

on the ‘Common; -where a group-of men and boys had'

amumber of the most ni!t'ed ‘marksmen of the settlement,
. The drese of the men thue assemhled was character-
istic of the times, the-plice and the people. "Undereloth-.

of that love of personal adornment whose esthetic results
are now so marvelous in the arena of modern fashion;
while peeping from the eabin windows were a number of
bright-eyed woodland maidens, who did nat fail to rec-
ognize in the dresa of many of the young hunters the
work of their own fair fingers, for even to that western
frontier the little god of ancient mythology had found hie
way, and victims for his bow and arrows,

‘Wken Judge Hall approached the men on the Common
he was received with looks of mingled curiosity-and re-
spect; curiosity to know who he was, where he came from,
where he was going, and what wae his business? Respect,
for his sppearance denoted that he was vone of the ordi-
nary travelers of the wilderness. His tall form, intellect-
usl, handsome features and noble bearing would have gr-
rested the attention and commanded the respect of all
who eaw him, even though they were strangers to the
fame he had acquired as a soldier, lawyer and statesman.
When but & boy of twenty he had been promoted for Lis
bravery in one of the buttles with the Indians in Qhio,
and a few years later he had distinguished himself in the
judicial forum of his native State. He had served a
term in the Congress of 1790, and was now selected by
President Washington to perform en important wmission
because of his acknowledged courage and ability.

Tor & moment the men who were engaged in a contest
for supremacy in marksmanship paused as he approaclhed
them, when the Judge pleasuntl¥ remarked: “Dox’t let
me interrupt your sports, men; I came to witness your
gkill with the rifle. I am a solitary traveler, resting after
a fatiguing journey, and only wish to pass away the time
pleasantly to mysel, and hope”you will not think me ob-
trusive in coming among you.” N

“Sartinly not, stranger; sartinly not, remarked a vet-
eran hunter as he leaned upon @ rifle of unusual length.
“Ye are welcome to come to see s as often ag ye like, and
slay as long as ye wanter, Go alead, byes, and when ye'r
satisfied ye can’t drive the pail, let old Joe show ye and
the stranger how it’s done. Il’s pot much of a distance
to shoot, and it ain’t like shootin’ 8 painter on the jump
or a redskin on the run, 'specielly when the redskin is
arter yer scalp with a lot of yellin, painted devils behind
Lim, and ye know if ye miss yer aim once and let them
came much nearer, ye'll be dead and scalped in 8 minnit,
I tell ye, stranger, it don’t make a feller’s narves any
steadier to know he is shootin’ fur his life, and that if his
flint misses fire or his hand trembles he’s & goner; ye sec
this is kind of byes' play, to larn the youngsters how to
handle their irons when the time comes as they must shoot
far their own lives or the lives of them they love best on
arth” -

- “Tt ja.the proper training for young men in times like
| théag, My _o_li_fnend,’?_.replie_d the Judge. . “The kil a¢-

uired e contests of this kind may be of great service to
these young men in times of need and danger.  Boye
should be taught the use of the rifle as soon as they can
cast a bullet or pull a trigger.”

At this the contest proceeded. The mark was a while
disk of paper the size of a dollar, fastened by a pin i its
center, to the charred and bluckened side of a stump a
hundred steps distant, .

A number of shots were fired, but only one or two
touchied the paper, when old Joc stepped to the score
marked on the ground and stowly raised his rifie.  For
a few seconds he stood with the unconscioug grace of a
piece of statuary; then gs the sharp report of his rifle re-
verberated along the line of woods that bounded the
“cleaﬂdng,” the paper fluttered in the air and fell to the

ound. :
gr“That’s the way it’s- done, byes® remarked the old
hunter, as with a smile of self-approbation he looked at
the Judge.

“What-do ye think of that, stranger? Did ye ever see
that done ‘in the settlements whar ye cum from?” in-
quired old Joe s he turned to the Judge with evident
pride. Thar’s only one man kin Deat that in this neck of
woods, an’ that’s Bill"Munson, and he can’t beat it much,
he can’t.” . B

“My old friend,” said the Judge, “will you lend me
your rifle to try a shot?”

“Sartin, stranger, sarlin!” replied old Joe. “Byes put
up another mark while I load my iron fur the stranger,”

“My friend,” said the Judge, quietly, “will you lend me
your powder-horn and bullet-pouch and let me load the
rifle myself?”

“Ya-as—] will, stranger,” answered old Joe, hesitat-
ingly, “but I misdoubt ye can do as it outer be dun; ye see
‘Redskin Extarminator,’ as I call the ole hussy, is o little
particular, and don’t allers behave gs she outer with
strangers; but ye can see what ye can do with the ole gal
if ye like.”

Judge Hall here removed his coat, slung the powder-
horn and bullet-pouch over his shoulder, tock the rifle
from the reluctent hands of the old man, sand walked to-
wards the stump, where a new mark had been placed.

As he proceeded, the men looked at him iquiringly.
“The mark’s 2ll right, stranger,” old Joe called after him
as he walked toward the stump. “The mark’s all right;
ye needn’t bother to go an’ look arter it; an’ the stump’s
thar, too, as ye'll find if ye git a little clusser,” the cld
man continued in a somewhat sarcastic tone.

By this time the Judge hed reached the stump, when
turning he started to run toward the group of astonished
spectatore, loading the gun as he ran, and reaching the
score, he turned suddenly and fired apparently without
aim. Again the paper fluttered in the air. When it fell,
the hoy picked it up as he had done the mark hit by old
‘Joe, and brought them both to the old hunter; handing
them to him he said: “Uncle Joe, the stranger’s is a center
el}o_t,,’ while your'n is & leetle one side, tho’ it did hit the
pin.

(To be continned.)

But the possibility of doing so depends not wholly and
‘solely upon him, but upon t% tecedent fact that the
 conditions for its appearanceég \are already- there.—John

Tyndall. » s '_

. We should avoid whatever may display bad feeling, and
attend with eivility to what may be addressed to us; 8l
‘heate are.conciliated by politeness end affability—Soc-
- The natural rights of men, civil and political, _i_‘_-fe.hbé
erty,  equality, securify, .propérty, social P!'Obect“’?’hﬁo
resistance to oppression, Liberty conmstﬂ'm_ﬂ?e't‘:ﬁgm .
do whatever is not contraty to the rights - of - 05T
Thomas Paine. - oL -

about “freedom - of conscience” and the  “Liberty of

‘wha appeal to resson, and who honestly - express, their
thoughts. —Togersolle-~ > » . . o L

 The chizeh still talks sbout “evidenice,” about “reason,”

speech,” and yet denounces those who ask for evidence, |

SPIRITUALISM— Progress, the Universal Law ot Natare: Thoagbt, the Solvent of Her Problems.—SPIRITUALISM

NO. 575

A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS.

Some Erratic Tendencies in
Spiritualism,

To the Editor:—I[ feel to say o few
words. I read with nterest the ariicle,
from W, I', Jainleson In No. 8§72, and
fully endorse the sentiment embodled
tberein, with one exceptlon, and that 18’
regarding the “convictlon” “that o bis
closing paragraph e says Is forced
upon hbm, oF which I will speak fur-
ther on. -

Mr, Jamleson, once with us, but not
Dow of ue, seems yet to Luve sowe in-
terest In us, else he would not care o0
read The Progressive Thinker. Our
Agnostle brotber sees the future clfl
Bpirituellsm from the same vlewpoint
that some within the ranks do. He
says: "'l Lave somet!mes thought your
great movement was grifting ounto *‘see-
tarlan shore,” and there is every iudi-
catlon that such 18 the fact. The effort
to popularize.Spiritualism by making it
tally with Obristianity, that 18 now De-
Ing made, I8 slckening to some of us,
but just wbhat to do about 3t I8 wnot
qulte plaln. ‘The fuet that our speak-
ers apd lecturers are preflxing and af-
fixing to thelr names the old, offensive,
orthodox tltles—pastor, reverend, D. D,
ete, that the progresslve, up-to-date
QOurlstian ministers, at least some of
them, are sloughlng off; the fact that
gur balls and lecture roows gnd socle-
tles are glving Mace lo churches, and
tbe sllly and sepseless fory apd cere-
wonjes of Christlanity establlshed
tiereln, the Blble used us the great
text book, the “Lord’s Prayer" made 8
part of the servlce; the fact that our !y.
ceums are giving place to the Sunday-
school; the fact that our leading
speakers are dolug (belr vimost to folst
upon Bsoclties long-term engagements,
the formulating of a c¢reed, the sending
out of “mlasionnries” aver the land ta
proselyte, with a nice fai salary ate
tachment; the acceptanee of tbe “gold-
en rule” and “Sermon on the Mount” as
the rule of actlon—all this savors nleely
of Chrjstlan sectarianlsw, and s dis-
beartening to those who would keep
Spiritualiew free frowm 811 that hampers
aud cramps and fetters, WIith the
building of ¢hurelies cames greater beg-
glog tor money; with cuhurch organlza-
tions comes the laudatlon and pralse
and flattery and glory that must be ac-
corded ‘‘our pastor," and after a tlme
wa:shall have the full ald-timo “war-
-shIp," gand worshlp implles a bellttlng
and degradatlon aad stuniipg of .one’s
own powers of belpg, And I caapot sed
why those who, want all these things
do not go back to the “flesh pots of
Egypt,"” joln the losts of Qhristianity
at ouce and leave Spirliuvnlism to graw
its ewn bnatursl life as it did the fArst
itty years. 1t s plainly to be seen
that with Spiritvalisis as with Chrls-
tlans the rank aud fle tbereof are In-
fluenced nnd led by tbose who set
themselves up as leaders; just so fast
as (hey can malke the average Splrit-
ualists believe tuat all this papapher-
palla |8 nceded to baost Spiritualism
into popular fuvor, do ey aid the ef-
fort, aud It is plaln to see whither we
arq driftng.

I am In barmony with Mr. Jamlesen
regardlug polewic discusslon; ibe time
is not yet past when tbis ls not needed.
The writer i3 at the present writing en-
gaged fn Just such controversy through
tbe home press; but I am bardly In ac-
cord with Dbls conviction regarding freo
digcussion by Spirituallsile organiza-
tlous, ITe asks “where (he platform IS
as free, as broad, ns libersl as The Pro-
gresaive Thioker?’ While sll true
Spiritualisis glory in The Progressive
Thlaker, yet I (hink the Cassadaga,
camp platform Is equally‘as broad, I
cannot speak for ihe other camps, not
haviug Deen in attendance from vear
to year as [ have at Lily Dale. There,
all shades of oplulon are given a leap-
ing; not ooly the Spirltualists; but the
Agnostle, the Materlallst, the Clristlau,
the Theosophlst, the Hindoo, the Sclen-
tist and Philesopher, the learmed and
the commeou-place—all are welcome angd
favited to it rostrum. And then. oo,
jn the ecvenlng Thought Exchange
meetings the sharpest of criticisms (al-
ways fricndly) of one with the other s
Indgulged in, Cainp Cassadaga belleves
in agitation of thought. Agnostlclsm
boasts af its bLroad, liberal spirlt, and
vet I question If apywhere in the ranks
of dMateriallsin (includlog the Agoostic),
would be made the effort to aléd a Splr-
ituallstic publication as that put forth
just one year ago Ly the writer 1o be-
half of oue of ihe leading free-tliought
journals, securing a nice llitle club of
subscribers therefor, and accompanylog

form quite so free as that upen which
Spirituslism now stands, but atas! [
fear hrealkers are ahead,

Mr. Jamijeson states that two years
ago he sent ecourteous lnvitatlons to va-
rious 8piritualistic aocleties for jolnt de-
bates, and that no eoclety accepted his
tnvitation. apd because of this be con-
cludes that Spirltualists are afraid of
free discussfon. One of these Invlta-
tlong reached our soclety here in James-

and no doubt my words will be appli-

there |6 ne member af our society who
would not bave enjoyed listenlng to

debaters, indeed there ls no one of GSI
eapable of such public work. Whil?‘ al
af us may be able to gite a reason 07
the hope that Is within us,” yet none 0L
us wonld_thiok of holding & public de
bate With“any bedy. And then we are
a small body with no milllonaires
among us, or in other words, no wealth
to represent ua, It would have been
out of the guestion to bave made effort
to bire & “debater,” for lack of funds.

brother's invitatlon to debate, I think

discussion was the cause, - -~
- YGLARIL WATSON,

- We often do more good by our sympa-
thy than by our labor—~F. W, Farrar, -

Every man has freedom to do all that
he wllls, pravided that he infringes nod
ibe equal freedow of any other man v

Jaméatown, N

| Herbert Spencery

the order with cash, I kpow of o plat--

town, and for this body I wlah to speak,

cable to many other socleties. [ thlpk:

sucl debate, but we are not a body of:

The fact that no soclety accepted our.

bardly sufficient proof that fear of free -




























