





AGNOSTICISM AND MATERIALISM SUBVERTED.

Transformation and Gonservation of Energy Mamfested
in the Operations of Nature.

Like Brother Severance, our yener-
able Brother Loveland cavefully dvoids
my arguments and quotations, while la-
boring to prove that I am upholding a
personal God. 1 said: ‘

The mistake of the athelst is a par-
donable one, and is really a protest
against the assumptlons of the ignorant
piast concerning - the personality of
Dejty. All skepties are evidenily cor-
rect and logical in denying anthropo-
morphice personality to the Infinite; as
all such deities are ereations of the hu-
man mind,

This disposes of {he greater part of
Prof. Loveland’s address, so far-as X
am coucerned.

‘The fetish called sclence is almost as
great an obstacle in the way of Investi-
gation as was the orthodox Jehoval,
and from the way it is invoked one
would think it some Olympian Jove,
who made his rounds in retinue of
splendor at stated intervals. - Selence is
simply what 5 known of nature, and
all leaders of scientific thought aﬂ.’um
that - the investigation of nature. only
Increases the mystery of causation

Herbert ‘Spencer says: “Those who
think that science s dissipating re-
ligious beliefs and sentiments, seem un-
aware that whatever of mystery jis
taken from the. old interpretation is
added to-the new. VUnder one of its
aspects sclentifie progress is a gradual
trapstiguration of nature, Where or-
dinary perceptlon saw perfect sim-
plicity, it reveals great complexity;
where there seemed ubsolute ineriness,
it discloses intense activity; and when
we remember that the activities consti-
tuting cousciouspess, belng rvigorously
‘bounded, cannoi bring in among them-
selves the activities beyond the bounds,
which therefore secem  unconscious,
though production of either by the

other seems to imply that they are of

the sume essential nature—this neces-
sity that we are under to think of the
external energy, gives rather a Spirit-
unlistic than a materialistie aspeet 1o
the universe; further thought, however,
obliging us to recognize the truth that
a conception given in phenomenal man-
ifestations of this ultimate energy can
in no wise show us what ft is, * =+ *
But one truth must ever grow c¢learer—
the truth that there Is an iascrutable
Existence everywhere manifesied to
which man can neither tind nor con-
ceive either beginning or end.”

All of Prof. Loveland's argumenis are
as anthropomorphic as are those of the
advocate of a personal God. 1t was my
fruitless search for support among so-
called materialist writers that led me to
recast iy thought on the subject.
When I convulted Huxley, the father of
agnosticism, be vehemently warned me
off from my quest, in the folowing sig-
niicant lapguage:

“But the man of science, who, for-
geiting the limits of philosophical in-
quiry, slides from these formulan and
symbols into what Is commonly under-
siood as materinlism, secins 1o me lo
place himself on a level with the math-
ematician wbo should mistake the xs
and ys with which he works his prob-
lems for real entlties—with this further
disadvantage ss compared with the
mathematician, that the blunders of the
latter are of no practical consequence,
“while the errors of systematle materlal-
ism nay paralyze the encrgies and de-
stroy the beauty of a life.”

And when I still persisted, he thun-
dered nt me this:

“Buf if it is cerfafn that we can have
o knowledge of the nature of elther
maiter or spirit, and (hat the nollon of
necessity is something lezitimately
thrust into the perfectly legitimate con-
_coption of law, the materialistic posi-
tion that there is nothing in the world
but matter, force and necessity 1s as ut-
terly devoid of jusiitication as the most
baseless of theological dogias.™

Prof. Iuxley even went to the length
of denying the statement that a stone
would necessarily fall {o the ground.
He sald that so far as our knowledge
goes, unsupported stones will fall to the
ground, but when you aitempied to
change the “will” for *“mus(” lt was to-
tally unwarranted.

When I fnferr ogated Caley, the great-
est mathewmatician of the world on this
subject he said:

*1 would myself say that purely im-
aginary objects are the only realities,
in regard to which the corresponding
physical objects are as shadows in a
cave. And it Is only by means of them
that we are able to deny the exlstence
of a corresponding physical object; and
if there is no conceplion of strafghtness,
then it Is meaningless to deny the con-
ception of a perfeetly straight line.”

I received no consolation from Fiske,
Leconte and thelr compeers, and wlhien
Prof. Butler, of Columbia college, as-
serted the followlng, It staggered me:

“The physlcist also, is coming to see
that his principles of the conservation
of energy In jts various mapifestations
Is a new and stariling proof of the fun-
damental philosophical principle of self-
activity, Energy manifesis itself as
motion, heat, light, electricity, chemwical
action, sound. Each form of ils wman-
ifestation is fransmutatable into oth
ers. The self-active eycle Is complete.”

In my despair 1 finally sought com-
fort at the hands of Max Nordau, who
was believed to be the prince of pessi-
mistic materialists. Judge of my sur-
prise at getting the following sel-back
in the very first chapter of his Para-
doxes: “Nothing proves to us that
there is not in naturc some vast mind
or consciousness, whose extent our efr-
cumscribed consclousness is unable to
grasp. * * * One thing Is certain,
we see that matter, when consolidated
in the form of a human brain, and
force, when acting as nerve-power pro-
duce a consclousness.” After showing
that the elements and forces composing
the brain exist in enormous Juantities
“outside the brain, he says: “Who, then,
i8 80 bold as to assert that these ele-
ments and these fe:ces are unable to
produce a consciousness except in the
form of a nerrous system, except in the
form of a human brain.” And he com-
~pares people who make the ad hominem
‘argument against an Immauvent Intelli-
- gence in nature, to a fly criticising the
colossal statue of Bavaria, at Munich.
And he says that if the 8y were com-
.pelled to pass_its life inside the statue
‘it could write a book full'of bitter epi:
_grams upon the conception of the uni-
verse, and dilate most elogquently upon
"ibe lack of sepnse and purpose in the
world.”

Brother Loveland says I commit the
-unpardonable logical sin by deducing
"from the finite postulates of selence

* the conclusion of an infinite deity.
‘Well, I have company In my misery, for
he commits & stmliar sin called “‘multl-

pling causes,” when he attrid
orlgin of personal gods to both “pgut the
and Spiritualism. But wait: Just as
finite can ascend to the infinit€
readily. as the infinite can deseend to
the finite. From the very mnecessity of
the case they must ever be at an infinite
distance from each ather.” As well as-
rert that beeause a drop of water is not
{he ocean, they -ean never npproach
cach other. -

What is thes infinite but (119 unlimit-
ed? and if Prof. I. is correct ns quoted

h dreams

utes-the |

-+handsome volume, where

above, what right has he to predicate
infinite spuce upon finite appearances?
His familiar iHustration proving inti-
nite space, Is precisely my wethod of
proviug intinite Intelligence. .

Why does he persist in speaking of
intelligence In terms of matier.
says: “If the will of God is infinite, it
cannot act in a circumseribed part of
the universe.” Can his “infinite” ener-
£y that {ills “Infinite” space act in a_cir-
cumscribed part of the cosmos? It
seems to, whel it not onjy keeps 2 plan-
et fu its orbit but assists a mechanie n
breaking his neck when falling- from a
house!- -

“All effects or pbenomena belng flilte,
must be produced by finite causation.”
Very well; but are they ‘connected? If
nof, yon somewhme have "an effect
wlthout a cause, -Xf they are connected
as evolution declares, then you have an
infinite chain of phenomena which in-
cludes everything in the universe; both
physical and mental, and you estubllsh
the postulnte of ‘Pope, ]

“All are but Dﬂlts of one stupendous

. - whole, .

Whose body nniure is and God the
oul.”?

Wlll Prof. Loveland ldndly bxldge the
chasm Detween brain function and
thought? Bain cannot do it, He says:
“In order to make the desjgn argument
valid it must be proved that life had a
beginning; that Is, that there was a
time when there was no organle life,
and no life germs.” So fur as thls globe
is concerned, and that is our sole field
of inquiry, that Is precisely what sci-
ence has proved. The La Place cos-
mogony is the accepted theory, and if
the cosmos was once g seething vortex
of fire, where were yQur germs of or-
ganic life? Liven Gladstone had to ad-
mil some sort of a nebular beginning to
lhe world. Xindly answer the follow-

ng why should the universe exist at all?
Why should there be, through countless
ages, a gradual change of energy, from
a white-lfot cosmie vapor in the jn-
mensity of space to the joyous intensity
of a mother's love, the thrill of passion
in o maidenw’s heart, or the matchless
eloguence of un Ingersoll? Science can
not, the materfalist dare not ignere the
teleological “end in view.” 7o do so, is
to break the chain of logleal sequence.

In all buman affufrs, the thought or
idea precedes the action, Man’s will is
but the law of his mentality, and is
therefure but the instroment of his
mind as an administrative power.

Natural law is eitber a blind necessity
or it, tou ,ls the Instrument of adminis-
{rative power. Here s the dividing
line, the point of divergence belween
the theist and athelst., If so-called law
is but a blind necessity, then the ever
upward stroggle by tbe survival of the
fittest, Is a greater mysiery than al)
theories of special ereation. For, afier
all, speclul ereation is like the rule of
cancellation, only a short cut to evolu-
tion. Both theories are nil unless they
recoghize wmind as cause.

By what concurrence of matter, cuer-
gy and law, acting from blind, unintelli-
gent necessity could cosmic evolution
produce a planetary system, and then,
just at  the proper place, introduce
chemical evolution? And when chem-
ical evolution had produced wonadic
life, and carrfed it through ages of geo-
logical changes up to the gray matier
in a human brain, how did blind neces.
sity again shift the pulleys introducing
the third great department of mental
and moral evolution? I know and ac-
cept your theory of the method, but
machines do not operate ihemselves,
nor Is -their ouiput ever greater than
the quantity or quality of the raw ma-
terial.

P'rof. Loveland, In describing cosmie
cansution, says that were the planetary
cquilibrium absolute, all meotion would
ceuse forever. True, but what pre-
vents it being absolute? We find ihe
same fact in organic evolution:

It will not do to assert that there is as
much downward as there is of upward
tendency In evolution. When the scales
are cqually balancéd they stand at a
level, and the fact that man I8 here
negatives (hat theory. And the upward
progress which produced man s not
only-now here, but it was in the cosmic
nebulae also, as the cause of his present
being.

Here also, were the equilibrium ab-
solute, all progress would cease, and in
both cases, it proves thut cosmic energy
is intelligent,

There Is much learned talk comcern-
ing the lnws of nature, and that also
has becoifile a sort of shibboleth. Law
is rule, and rule is method or mode. Na-
ture acts, and we say she acts by law.
but the law Is only the mode of acting
apnd has po existence apart from the
act. The word “Nature” comes from
a root which means to bring forth. So
when Prof. Loveland says that nature
Is “as absolutely causative as it is phe-
nomenal,” he necd only add that intelli-
gence must be involved before it can be
evolved, to be at perfect agreement
with myself.

Final cause, in metapbysics does not
mean First cause nor Last cause, and
all who use the word in that sense
either wilfully or ignoranily misrepre-
sent. Final cause is used in contradis-
{inction to efficient cause. The ariist,
Millet, painted the Angelus because he
conceived the idea realized in the pie-
ture, which idea was the cause of each
step from the bare canvas to the com-
pleted plcture, It is retroactive and
can only exist where there is intelll-
gence. The picture was the final term,
the last in the series of acts; yet it was
the cause of every other step or term In

dence of just such cause. Each alom
of malter is a tinished product, and yet

every seed or grain is potentially the
inal product, just as the ldeal Angelus
was in"Millegs soul.

A careful’ investignllon of the human
will, will prove that it is only an indi-
vidualization of something that exists
to an unlimited degree outsld¢ of man,

I am no believer in personal “gods; but
I am just as averse to the untenable
theories of materlalistic. atheism. I
find that the trath generally lies be-
tween extremes and to me, Spiritnal-
Ism is the zolden mean between the ex-
tremes on. thls question. The finite pre-
supposes the Infinite, just as a less pre-
supposes a greater, which includes the
less. And -unless the universe is eter-
nal and is permeated by intelligent en-
ergy, man’s presence here is a greater
miracle than the wildest fancy of an

‘Ambrose or ‘i. Tertullian,. -Sclentific
‘men who weré inclined to athelsm have

onsistent. with™ the real -or spiritunl

man, rather than the changing lump of

clay. which constltutes his earthly hab-

ltatlon G WL STI‘W&RT
Marshalltown, Iowa.

" “From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems
of thought In poetic diction in . this
i to swaet-
en hours of leisure and enjoyment.

Price $1. For 'sale at this office,
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the series: And all nature gives evi-|

is raw material for other products. In’

exhausted that mine, and are seeking.
for 4. higher’' philosophy that shall be

CANNIBALISM
Curious Facts In Relation to
~ .This Practice,

Amoung other things we must not for-
get the human immolations and canni-
balism established for the delight and
benefit of 1he gods. The ancients we
are told had. a great opinion of 1{heir
teelh, as being *‘the principles of their
being,” and when they fell out, “buried
them with care” Certain pbilosophers
have even expressed thelr opinion that
they are given us to restrain the tongue,
s0 a5 {o prevent it from speaking “with-
out due covsideration,” which Jb rather
curious when such very severe things
are said of “too " miuch—jaw,” Phere-
crates was born toathless—and so con-
tinued to the end of his life. Ryrrhus,
king of Epirus, Plutarch tells us, had
the usual camplement of teeth in his
lower jaw, bufthe upper one continued
bone throughout the gum. I'he canni-
bals who, to the delight of the gods,
eat their victims, take the utmost cave
of thelr teeth; they polish them, some
file them pointed and sharp, presuma-
bly in order to be able to do better work
when they tear up {he dead and living.
e strangest part of it is, that they
always ungdertake thig awful perform-
-anpce with as much rvegard to the bene-
At of the gods as to themselves, hut at
the moment of execution, more for the
satisfaction lo their own greedy stom-
achs. Three scientific black genilemen
of Sferra Leone, one of them a Sunday-
school teacher, were hanged recently by
the British authorlties for cannibalism.
They belonged to a “auman leopard so-
ciety,” the members of which hid in the
brush in the neighborhood of villnges,
clad in leopard skins, and killed the vil-
lugers who came in their way; these
the society subsequenily ate, In their
defense, they explained that the mur-
ders were committed in order to obtain
certain piits of the body, the hauy, the
leg and heart, with which 10 make
medicine called “Ju-Ju.” These fel-
lows supposed tbhemselves to be under
special protection of bis excellency,
king over all demons and devils, in
fact, Salan himself. In their hour of
danger he did not come to their rescue.
In the fulure they are apt io worship a
better god than his black majesty,

An eccentrle sect has lately sprung up
in Vancouver, B. G, the membliers ot
which are literally devil worshipers.
They argue on the basis that, as God
is the author of all good, the devil alone
must be responsihle for all evil; hence
they pray to his satauic majesty to keep
from harm their miud, body and es-
tate. The seet, though organized, is
sinall, and is regarded by orthodox be-
lievers as a company of partinlly de-
menied eranks, whose ridiculous teach-
ings are not likely to spread beyond the
narrow confines of the chy, Tvo much
religious study has also caused this in-
sane devil worship.

During the 8th eentury A, D., a sect
arese in Hlyria who worshiped thé Dev-
il, regarding him as the highest and
best of the angels and paid him special
honors on the first day of the year.
The Southern States have several of
this class among the ignorant, super-
stitious and eccentric negroes. There is
sald to be In New Orleans and other
southern cities, secretl orgunizations of
devil worshipers. This is perhaps the
reason why they so often come into
conflict with the laws.

Bad company spoils good munuers,
according to the old saying. When
men live & half-barbarous existence,
thelr actions will be In accordance
therewith. ‘The pegroes in these coun-
tries, even the worst clements among
them, have a great " respect for the
Deril. These half-crazed seets of ihe
dark sons of Africa, watch with the ut-
most care and susplclon that nebody
not initlated in the mysteries Is ad-
mitled to their secret gatherings, On
a little platform Is placed a plain weod-
en chair adorned with a number of
carvings representing fantastical de-
mons and devils. In front of the plat-
Torm Is a table painted black, with two
burning wax candles and a plece of
red cloth in the cenire wpon which rests
a veritable skull. In addition to this

mysterious arrangement there s also |

something rather prosaic in the feast,
On the {able we also find the fnevitable
fruit, the watermelon, and the negro's
greatest dellght, roast chjcken, This
funch table has been set in hopor of,
and for the exclusive use of the ex-
pected guest—the king of the darkest
lands—the evil kingdom. There I8
singing, praying, speaking, = yelling,
dancing and drinking at these orgles.
Something must be done in order to at-
tract the atteéntion of the celebrated
visitor., When they have all become
dead drunk, and through consiant hod-
ily exertions of various kinds reach the
proper ccstasy, or perhaps rather alco-
bolic trance, they bave all sorts ef
devils and evil spirits.

A fleshy and melancholic negro with
the fllustrious name. as well religious
as martial, Jaceb MsacMahon, was a
member of such a devil club in New
Orleans. It is claimed ibhat he has re-
signed since then. At one of {hese re-
ligious animated meetings he fell into
a condition of catalepsy. Whether it
was bad whisky or religious excite-
ment that produced this condition is a
question that cannot be answered.
During this cataleptic:glaie MacMahon
claimed that bis spirit danced with his
Satanic Majesiy, that is in the shape of
a large black deg. 1his strange oceur-
rence not only caused fear, but also a
profuse perspiration which was alto-
gether disastrous to Jacolb’s nature,
both mentally and physically. The oth-
er members of the club saw ‘nothing
but believed Jacob's statement. Fright-
enred nearly to death, he left the club:
Some clever ones, however, caine to the
conclusion that his meeting with the
Devil, as well as tae dance, originated
in hls own exalted orain. .

These imaginary visions are certainly
but self- suggestions. Before the cere-
monles they are confident that they will
see such-things. It is all fllusion. The
figures which they see are produced in
their own braln through thelr expect-
ancy and from the plcture which thelr
own fantasy forms in the normal state
(if it can be called normal). These pie-
tures are exactly reproduced and traus-
ferred from the brain to the optic nerve
in the eye. What they see is thus with-
out reality;%nly the image of a previ-
ous self-madeé form, a result of hyster-
ics, auto-somnambulism, or perhaps-al-
cohol trance in this case especially, us
the condition is produced by excesslve
use of nleohol. It is. no more strange
that they see devils than it is that the
victim of ordinary delirlum believes he
sees snakes and awful reptiles. Super-
stition, laék of enlightenment and King
Alcolhol cause much evil.-

There are colored people who~ 100k
differently at things, who give no credit
.whatever to storles “of demons -and
witch-dances,” They are not all. so fool-
ishe There are colored preachers who
‘emjoy the honorable reputation; of not
being scared of the Devil—of 'having
more courage than the rest. . From time

to time they trent of -other subjects:

from  the pulplt besides watermelons,
chickens, 'possum and sweet potatoes;
they mention the nome of the Devil
-without fear or-tremor; they act diplo-
matleally, frame their little balls' and
-ghoot them with great elegance; aim-
ing at the evil angd the perpetratore of

evil. Elder George Ohaplin was a_col-
ored preacher who exprel ? his calling
for many years in’ anof‘& Island, Ho
was a men of excellent common sense
and no little wit. At one {ime some of
his bearers complaified #hat he had
been rather oo persgnal and severe in
one of his sermons. “When I am
preaching,” responded the elder with a
shrewd glance from!his sharp eyes at
theremonstrants, “When Iampreaching
L' try to shoot right att the Devil every
time; but if any one gets between me
and the devil, why, of course, brethren,
e will be liable to gét hurt!”

Man warships cn(hex angels or  de-
mons, cither good or e\I], (n one time
hie Is claimed to be pos~e=aod of the Holy
Ghost, and then again he is controlled
by the Evil One, Demonle possession is
very old, yet at the present time we oc-
casionally hear of such.cases;. The
foundation of it all is religious insanity
and superstition. An extraordinary
case, illustrative of the supelstlllon and
c¢redulity which render some people an
easy prey to designing. individuals has
just oceupled the - attention of ihe
Amlens police ceurt, Irance. At that
town lives a venerable maid, who, by
some fooligh fancy, took -t into her
head that'she was possessed of the Eyil
One who every night made his unwel-
come appearance at her abode and sent
her furniture spinning in all directions.
She implored the gendarmie and the po-
lice to rid her of the diaboltcal pres-
ence. At last a good-natured commis-
sary sent an agent of the law, {(who, of
course, saw and beard nothing) to pass
a night at her abode. It is probable
that his majesty did not like the police;
he forgot to make his appearance. The
possessed lady, however, claimed that
the devll bad his own way as soen us
the police left her apariments. She suw
him come ‘through the wall and disap-
pear again through the feyhole when
he upset everything in the house.

To the Devil very much has been at-
tributed, far darker deeds than these.
Why, then, not leave the gentleman of
101}, hoofs and horns, the honor of hav-
ing a liltle private gmusement in over-
turning tables and chairs for a lone-
some elderly lady? DIerhaps it was in
order to give her something to do, re-
arranging her house. We never kuow
the wotives of the Devil; beis said to
be 4 very cunning fralow,

Superstition Is still very sirong in
some parts of Geriany. A balloon, sent
up by the army batlgon battalion near
Dantzie, and in which 1wo aeronauts
of that corps were studying ntmoespher-
e conditious at au altitude of GOUO feet,
happened to pass the district of 'l‘mhcl
inlabited by people of the aboriginal
Slav race, They suppoxed the air car—
a thing never seen before—to be the
Szank (or Devild, and followed it for
miles, expecting it to alighi. Fortu-
nately for the aeronauts they passed
the region sately and the ballets fired
at their conveyanee cid not  reach jt.
Otherwise they would have fared hadly.
The most insigniticant objects will, by
the uncivilized and superstitious indi-
viduals, be regarded as pods or devils.
Several of the roaming wribes in North
Afriea have, because they are naturally
bloodihirsty, and on account of their
lnck of civilization, still the cannibal
blood coursing through their veins.
This wild dispesition with ne under-
standing of natural laws, surrounded
everywhere by danger and death, von-
tinually clinging with devotion to this
life, gives them an almost supernatural
fear for the upceriain, the unknown
other life. . :

The shuplest objects will, by the un-
civilized and superstitious 'person, be
regarded as gods or devils. Several of
the wandering tribes of North.. Africa
have, on account of their low inimal
state, 1he instinets of beasts of prey;
they are  bloodthirsty,” and without
sense of good or evil; they are half-cly.
ilized, and in most cases barbarous.
To kill without purpesc does not affect
them; it is an every day occurrence,
To devour these killed is also very nat-
ural to them. Several of these wild
tribes are proonounced cannibals, It is
a pleasure for them to feast on human
flesh, they prefer it much to the meay
of animals. Besides this there is to the
canhibal another very important objoet
in eating his fellow foe, because the
man-caters believe that they thercby in-
herit all the goed gualities of the
kiled, and that his spirit, together with
those of the individuals he has massa-
cred during his lifetime, will all take
abode In his sysfem, his body and
unite with his own spirit to make it
stronger, and thus through the ald of
the greatest possible number of per-
sons be, in this manner, may devour, he
will gain a more sublime bliss, a higher
bonor, a position as a great chief in the
other life, where he intends {o enjoy
himself to the utmost with human sac-
rifices and war dances. Truly this is a
paradise a little from that of the Eure-
peans; It is the paradise of the wild

man-eater of Africa.

In addition to this custom of ealing
human flesh, another equally horrible
one exists. When a chief of any of the
Congo tribes dies, all his ~wives are
buried with him, alive. A hole is dug
in the ground about as large as an or-
dinary room, and in the middle of it
the body of the chief is placed. One of
the wives jumps down into the hole and
seats herself, cross-legged, at the head
of the corpse, anether wife reclines at
his feet, and others sit around on the
sides; if there I8 any space lift, some of
bis slaves are brought in and make the

outer fringe of the circle. Neliher the’

wives nor the slaves manifest the
slightest concern and accept their fate
as a matter of course. Thus we see
plainly what it means to be brought up
to belleve what the parents, the fore-
fathers believed. In some places in
India it is yet the custom to burn the
widow and slaves upon a man’s
death. Why are such cruelties prac-
ticed? Because they believe it to be
the road to Paradise. What a mass of
errors and misunderstandings! The
Christian religion 8. moral philosophy,
but its doctrines are oftefi misunder-
stood.- Thus religion’ teaclils that sick-
ness is divine punishiment which prayer
can- alleviate. Sclenhe taLés the other
extreme, and drugs n. man to death, try-
iBg to cure him. Mg,n often de-
ceive themselves, yet-more frequently
they are deceived by false ’pr ophets,

According to o ,,pommunlcatlon re-
celved from Dr. Wenyon,: ;A0 Bnglish

physiclan whe Is practising in Fmshan, 1

an interlor Chineseeclty, Juedieal scl-

ence there i3 about gs fay advanced as |
it was in Rome 2,000 years ago. The so-
“ealled dﬁtors canng} tlesan artery,

operi an \abscess or Feducea dislocated
limh. Every Chinaman has something,
real or imaginary, the matter with him,
and there was & great curiosity to see
the methods of the, forejgner. There-
fore when Dr. Wenyon - arrived there
was . no lack of patients. He estab-
lished a sort of hospital, making it as
commodious 88 circumstances would
permit, and so great.was his - success
that -native doctors opened a rival es-
tablishinent, which they called “The
Hall of Ten Thousand. Virtues.” It was
a splendid building, but somehow that
did not asslst the cures: Two afilicted
friends came to Fatsham, and they de;
‘cided one to go to Dr. Wenyon's hos-
pltal and the other-to the rival place.
In three weeks Dr. Wenyon's patient
was, well, and on golng for his friend to
the other hospital:-found that:he was
dend The dactors tried-to console him

and wouzu,
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by saying that they had buried him in a
splendid cofiih.

“In fact,” says Dr. Wenyon, 1t wis 8
question of coming io our hospital for
a cure or going 10 "lhe Hall of Ten
Thousand Virtues' for a coffin.” One
day there came a stately gentleman, a
learned man belonging to the upper
classes, having a painfu] disorder need-
ing surgical treatment. He hired. a
private room, and I operated on him,
and in a fortnight he was well. He
had not told me who he was, but before
he went away he said; “You might like
to know who I am, and I want to tell
you, because I am so grateful for being
cured of thls terrible disease. I am the
head doctor of ‘The Hall of Ten I'hou-
sand Virtues.'”

There are many foollsh people that
can be made to believe everything.

When Brigham Young was directing

the theocratie government of Utab, the
Mormon missionaries in England econ-
verted a one-legged map., ‘This man
conceived the idea that the prophet in
Salt Lake City might effect a miracu-
lous restoration of the leg which he had
lost in an accldent, so & month later he
presented bimself, weary and travel-
stained but full of cheerful hope, before
ihe head of the Mormon church and ex-
pressed his desires. The prophet said
he would willingly get him a new leg,
but begged him first to consider the

matier fully, This life, he told him, i3 |

but a vale of tears, and as nothing com-
pared to eternity; that he was making
the choice of golng through lfe with one
leg and having two afier the resurrec-
tion, or bhaving two legs through life,
and three after. The man feund the
prospect of being a human triped
through all eternity so uncongenial that
he accepted with resignation bis pres-
ent lot In life, and excused the prophet
from performing the miracle. Of
the mysteries of the universe, the hu-
man mind is the greatest.

. CARL SEXTUS,

Cripple Creek, Colo.

IMPORTANT QUERY.

Is there No WayOut of This?

WHY MUST OUR PROFESSION
WIHLE IN LIFE, OF COMMUNION
WITH 'THE SPIRIT WORLD BE
BROUGHT INTO RIDICULLE AT
THE TIME OF DEATI?

In the last few weeks we have lald
away two of our o¢ldest pioneers in
Spiritualism, Brother Henry “Butts,
aged 93, and Wm. I{, Woods, aged six-
ty-thiree. Each  dated back 1o the
Rochester vappings as to his birth into
this beautiful truih. The former was
s0 radlcal on the subject that vot an
opportunity was lost by him in arguing
with any orikodox Liastor who would
give him a hearing. In his younger
years he was a powerful medium, l)u(h
physical and trance, yet when death
clnimed his spirit it required a Method-
st preacher to pay tribute over his
dead body.

On last Sabbath all that was mortal
of one of the truest and staunchest ad-
vocales of Spirituslism, Mr. Wm. 1
Woods, was laid to rest. By and
through the same channel, of ortho-
doxy, he was *“laid to rest” after an ill-
ness of two months, during which time
he never fajled to speak of his unwaver-
ing faith and the comfort of spirit com-
munion; also spoke of the absurdity of
Brother Butts having to be put away

by a Methodist, saying to the writer jn’

the presence of some of his family,
*““I'hey shall not take advantage of me
like that; yet when his spirit had
taken its flight we are told his last re-
quest was that Rev. Turner of the M,
E. Church, should preach his funeral
sermon, and the writer only make
a very short prayer, great stress being
placed on the shoriness of the same; in
fact, so much so, that werd was sent
me twice that nothing but a prayer was
to be said, as the Rev. Turner was to
deliver the sermon. As our deceased
brother was one of our most respected
citizens, and known all over the clty as
a Spiritualist, such as the perscecution
of all the churches in Chrisiendom
could not have changed, imagine the ef-
fect on that large concourse of people
who ha'd assembled, to hear that, instead
of (he brotber having died as be lived,
the pastor saying that by the request
of the deceased he had been solicited to
preach his funeral discourse, while
those who had afforued him tke only
spiritual comfort in life were to say
paught as to his life, but offer a very
short-prayer—to whom, I wonder?—as
he ever advocated the religion of
‘Fhomas Paine. ln fact, he sat for
three years In a developing circle
where Thomas Paine’s spirit was sup-
posed to be the controlling one.

Think of the effect on our cause by
such scenes! Have we an ism that only
affords comfort while in life? Can it
be that a half century can be spent
with all the disappointments that come
to us through our earnest investigations
i1 Spiritualism, that we are yet founded
on this rock, yet find it dashed into the
great sea of doubt at the time of disso-
Jution?  As I was made a Spiritualist
through Mr. Woods, and since my ad-
vent into public work, he has been one
of my most earnest followers, it causes
my spirit to ery out, “Oh! can it be that
your brave heart failed you at the last
moment of your mortal existence?”’
Nay, I'believe it not yet, Spiritualists,
something must be done in justice to
the living a8 well as the dead. Why
not all make a-written statement, place
it in the hands of some person of au-

thority as to the-disposal of the body,:
 and whether anyone 8hall say any

words over the same. Then will our
spirit find rest in the knowledge that 46
years, more or less, of our time has not
been spent in living one thing and dy-
jing another. May we all look to this,
for the eyes ot Jthe world are upon us,
8. MOLLIE B. KRATZ
Evansvme, Ind

“The Bridge ‘Between Two Worlds.”
By Abby A, Judson. 'This book is ded-
icated to all earnest souls who destre,
by harmonizing their physical and thefr
psychical bodies with universal nature
and their souls with the higher intelli-
gences, to come into closer connection.
with- the purer realms of the spirit
world.” It is written in the sweet spirit.
ual tone that,characterizes:.all of Misg
Judsou’s literary works. Price. cloth,
$1; paper, 75 cenis, For sale at thls
office.

“Human Culture and Cure, Marrluge.

‘Sexual Development, and Soclal Up-

buflding.” By H. D. Babbitt, M. D,
LLD: A most excellent and very valu-
able work, by the Dean of the College
of Fine Forces, and author of other im-
portant volumes on Health, Socjal Sel-
ence, Religion, etc.. - Price, cloth, k4]
eeuts./ For sale at this office,
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“THE LIGHT

OF EGYPT

OR THE SCIENCE OF THE SOUL AND THE STARS.

Finely Illustrated With Eight Full-Page Engravings,

BY AN INITIATE IN

ESOTERIC MASONRY.

Itis clanned thas this book is not a mere compnla(non but thoroughly

original.

It is believed to contain information upon the mést -vital points of
Occultism and Theosophy that cannot be obtained elsewhere,

It claims to fully reveal the most recondite mysteries of man upon every -
hereafter, in such plain, simple lan-

plane of his existence, both here and

guage that a child can almost understand it.
The secrot an@ Occult mysteries of Astrology are revealed and expl&mp@
for the first time, it is affirmed, since the days of Egyptian Hieroglyphics, -
An effort is made to show 'that the Science of the Soul and the Scienca ;

of the Stars are the twin mysteries which comprise Te ONE GRAND SOIENOI :

OF LiFE.

The following are among the claims made for the work by its friends:

To the Spiritual investigator this book is indispensable.

To the medium it reveals knowledge beyond all earthly price, and -will
prove in real truth ¢‘a guide, philosopher and friend.”

To the Occult it wiil supply the mystic key for which ke has been go

long earnestly seeking.

To the Astrologer it will become a “dwme revelation of Science.”

OPINIONS OF PRESS AND PEOPLE.

“A noble, philosophical and instructive work."—Mrs. Emma Hardmgo "

Britten.

A work of remarkable ability and interést.”—Dr. J. R. Buchanan,

«t A remarkably concise, clear and foreibly interesting work.

**il’t

is more clear and mtelhglble than any other work on like subjects. "My,

J. J. Morse.

«tA careful reading of THE Lieur 6r Eaypr discovers the beginning of
& new sect in Occultism, which will oppose the grafting on Western Ocoulliste

!{he subtile delusive dogmas of Karma and Re-incarnation.'
. Times. L
«Jt is a volume likely to attract wide attention from that class of schol- , . -

ars interested in mystical science and occult forces. i

__New York

Bat it i written in such

platn and simple style as {o be within the easy comprehension * * * of
any cultivated, scholarly reader.”—The Chicago Daily Inter Ocean,
«JIowever recondite his book, the author certainly presents a theory of
first causes which is well fitted to challenge the thoughtful readers’ attention
and to excite much reflection. ”—Ifartford Daily Times.
“Considered as an exposition of Qccultism, or the philosophy of the

Oxleut from a Western standpoint, this is 8 rewarkuble ploductlon

Dally Tribune (Salt Lake City).

The

«This work, the result of years of research and study. will uudoubtedly

Commercial Advertiser,

«It is an Occult work bnt not a Theosophical one.

Icmate a profouud seunsation throughout the philosophic world,”—The Dettmt

oo Itmnbook

entirely new in its scope and must escite wide attention.”—The Kansas City

Journal.

Beautifully printed and illustrated on paper manufactured for this
apecial purpose, with illuminated and extra heavy cloth binding.

Price reduced to Two Dollars.

For Sale at This Office.

“THE LANGUAGE

OF THE STARS.™

A Primary Course of Lessons in Celestial Dynamics.

BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE LIGHT OF EGYP'i‘."

This importaut primary work is the first practical exposition of ths
Astro-Magnetic forces of Nature—in their relation to man—that has yet been

issued by the American press.

It contains fourteen special lessons, em.

bracing each department of human life, in such plain, simple language that a

child can understand the elementary principles laid down.

to these lessons is an Appendix, containing a full explanation of all technical
and soientific terms in genaral use upon the subject, thus forming a brief, yé

practical Asiro Dictionary.

TGELESTIAL.

This work is illustrated with special plates.
For Sale at This Office.

Price. Fifty Cents.

DYNR'MIGS

Being a Normal Cours8 Of STUGY in thg Ast ro-Magnetlc

Forces of Nature.

BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE LIGHT OF EGYPT,” «PHE LANa
GUAGE OF THE STARS,” ETC.

A magnificent and complete course of Astro-metaphysical study, em-

bodying Vital Principles of Life, Mental Force, Sickness and Disease.

the only true and really Scientific method of t.reatmg the sick successfullyuj
Mental Healers, Meta-physicians, and all who practice the Healing Arfi

Divine should give ¢Celestial Dynamics” & thorough and impartial study,

With:

and thus learn the real cause of their frequent failures. .

No Astro-Student can afford to bc without this work,

stand the Meta-physics of Astrology.

This work was specially prepared for publication to meet the demands of !
a large and very earnest class of people who cannot afford to pay for a regulal’

course of instruction under a qualified teacher.

And those who can afford

this privilege will find the work an invaluable text-book to their studies.

The Price is One Dollar Only,

light. For sale at this office.

and is within reach of all who seek

ﬁBR&HAvl:lASLINCOLN

A SPIRITUALIST?

—0OR ~—
Curious Revelations from the Life

of a Trance Medium.
—BY —

MRS. NETTIE COLRURN MAYNARD

Together with Portraits, Letters and
- Poems, Illustrated with Engrav-
Ings and Frontispicce of Line
coln, from Carpenter's
Portrait from Life.

This book will be fonad peculler, coricas, startling)

~morc 80 than sny work lssued since Unclo Tom's|

| oh, wlm.ber' Shall I

IMMORTALITY,

‘.loRl'l

FUTURE HOMES AND DWELL-
ING PLACES.

BY DR. J. M. PEEBLES,

AN INVALUABLE WORK!

spiris, good and evil, 83y of thelr dwclling-places.

tefn the

Spirit-world!—1Is the constant appesl of
thonghtfu! K: wﬁ?’

ds. Denh 1 approaching. her—
kuow my frlends beyond chs
tomb? Wil they know me? What {s thelr present

ume the spirits, differicg as they ‘nay, are allowed
muk for themselves, NO man {s better qualinl
than Dr. Pesbles to place 8 work of this kind bhefo!

Cabln, Jtbresthes forgoticn wm-‘rm which the rust | the geople. He troats of tbe Mysteries of Life;

‘ot ume had almost oowered. and which have been
tched from the very jaws of oblivion. It deals
-im high ofcial yrluw Iife during the most moments
ous period In Amerlcan History, and i5 & secret page
rmm the lifo of him whom timo servesonly to maks
greater, more appreclated, and more understood—
“AERAHAN LINCOLY.”
Cloth, 12mo, illustrated, pp. 264, $1.50:
Paper, 75 cents.

Three Joureys
< Around the World,

Or Trs.vels in the Pacific Islands
New Zealand, Australia,
Ceylon, India,
trics. By J. M. Peeb
And omer mm%}‘.‘ %:n&ho:pleuild lll!rze %ﬁl A
MM has concentraied vast amouns of valuable
B w‘;_};:u It il Qxceedlnzly ontertaining sud read-
abls, apd apmtudllm a1 he found It everywhers
in nis travels receives dus sttention. m ths
book of special yaluo and intercst to gfmmmm, 454
1arge pages, finely bound, nnhe low price of 4180, For
sale at thts office,

The -Blue Laws of Connecticut.

Taken from the Code of 1650, and the pnhllc reconh
of the colony of Conunecticut previous Lo 1655, ax
ed in & compilation of the esriiest-1aws and orders of

“the general court of connccucutx also an account ot
the pereecution of witches and

uakers in New Eng
Iand. Some cxtracts from the Blue Lawa of Virginia.
Pﬂce 25 ots,* For eale at this ofice.
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stianity?
The Eﬂncex%;?‘ "‘acg{;,; ;;}lumlmm tion
Holyoake. - Bo
m‘{‘mm Herators Frice. 10 ooy gwlTe oopxu

Yikeness of

Doubts nnd Hopcs The Bridging of the River; Fore~
gleams of thé Future; Testtmony of Salnta; The
theSoul or Body that Sins?; Clothing In the Spirite

world; Our thue Onesin Hesven; The Personal Ex-
f Asron Knight; The Red Man's Testf:
mouy ; nvns irits; Tostimony of Physicians msmm-
Life; The Homes of Apostles and Divincs; The

Bruno and O
Land. Many other matters are treated, too upwer

thers; Many Volices from the Spirit

lge 12 cents. For sale at this office.

Essentialsof Astronomy and Sola.r

Mentality,

With Tables of Ephemer!s to 1910. By Yormo Vedra.

‘With 64 lllmu-auonl. thirty-five of which are original

drawinge by Holmes W. Merton, author of “Deacrip-
tive Mecrtality.” A new 8¥

mining the primary fand of Mental snd Physical force

es snd thelr resnits ia mental aptitudes that domin-

ot birth. Prics, cloth, $1,50. For sale at 1hisofiice. -
" Thumbscrew and Rack.
Torture implements employed {n the XVth sod

with plcmthl filustrations, By Geo. E. Macdonald,
Price 10 cents.

The Religion of Spiritualism,
Its Pheaomens and Phﬂoaopb{y aBy Rev. Samue]

‘Watson., This work was written modern saﬂor.
agrand and noble man. Price 61.00

~ WAYSIDE JOTTINQS

. office.

Qathered from the mghwln. B{ and He:
of Lite. By MaTtriE B. This Il a marvelously -
neat book of selections mm l{n Hualls best poe

rmnl upd esaays, nod conl-.lm a 'splendid poﬂrua'

autbor, also & portrait of Moses Hull, Price,
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