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TUSE OF BIBLUS,

The world has heard a great deal
;about the large number of Bibles
printed annually, and shipped to mis-
.glonavies in India, to be distributed
‘among the nutives, whose souls (hiris-
‘tians are extremely anxious to save
from hell. The money to pay for these
‘Bibles is ralsed Dby systematic beg-
‘glng, very largely from Sunday-school
children, whose sympathies are aroused
in' behalf of the benighted henthen,

"he  “Standard.”  published on  the
‘Jsland of Ceylun. innocently tells the
“use made of those Bibles. We copy. as
‘we find it in one of our secular ex-
“changes:

. It seems that gold leaf for decorative
Tpurposes is, s a regnlar matier of busi-
- ness, packed in little books made up of
~1he unbound pickages of holy writ cut
to the requisite size for the purpose
~and stitched together. On ingulry it s
“learned the practice of packing the
. materinl In this way Is a well-
established one and that the Bible is
selected for this purpose because, as a
-xule, the type is more evenly set and
the printing generally finer and better
. executed. On the other hand, 1 hear
“from othier sources that the use of the
“Bible is looked upon as a sort of guar-
~antee that the leaf is of the best pos-
sible quality. It appears that the hook

L-common prayer is also employed for

:the same prpose,”
- All the gold leaf of commerce and the
arts come in little bhooks 314 inches
square with 25 leaves of gold of vary-
“fng thickness, 1'rom the large sinount
of gold leaf now in use, mostly by book-
~binders, decorative painters and dent-
stg, much of it coming from Ceylon and
the East Indies, it s important the
shipment of Bibles to he made into
gold leaf Looks should be continued, so
£ is ioped generoustChristians will not
withhiold thelr contributions, otherwise
the price of gold leaf may be greatly
~advanced. .

GREAT IS HUMBUG.

* Mosheim,  the  learned  author of
| w“Eeclesiastieal History.” in part 2 of
t:1he 4th century. chap. 3, Sec. 2, in eox-

posing the superstitions of that era, and
= the frauds practiced by the priesthood

on the people, says:

“The reins being once lot loose 1o
=osuperstition, whichh knows no bounds,

absurd notions and  idle ceremonies

multiplied every day, Quantities of
dust and earth brought from Palestine,
and other places remarkable for theipr
supposed sanetity, were handed about
as the most powerful remedies agalnst

-+ the violence of wicked spirits, and were

-:80ld and bought everywhere at enor-
mous prices.”

- “These facts of Mosheim were recalled

while reading an account of a late im-

portation into Chieago of one hundred

pounds of the scerapings of the carth o

Jerusalem, shipped to Jax. A, Hltch-

xeock. to be used by the Knights In their

burial ceremonies. A handful of thils
dust {8 to be pouraed from an hour glass
and sprinkled on the coflin, before cov-
ering it with common earth. The report
adds: “A certiticate will be given to the

ow siating that upon the coflin was

‘placed this earth from the Garden of

-Gethsemane,”

Some thirty years ago n gentleman
visited Jerusalem and gained access to
~the caverns underlying that city, from
which it is claimed the stone were
‘quarried for building the temple, He
ceoltected a quantity of the rock. and
- -brought it to Chicago. The skill of the
-1apidary was called into service, who
- manufactured various emblems for the
- Masonic fraternity. From sales of there
- it is probable he was reimbursed for the
2expenses of his {rip. With a railway
from.the Great Sea to Jerusalem there
i8 no good reason why the major part of
he sacred city may not be removed to

merica, provided there are fools

nough to spend their money in that
irection.

: DRUNK.
The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch of Oc-
her 28, has the following:
‘D. B, Jimmerson, an Indian doctor,
“was arrested on High street last night
vhile drunk, It is said that he was fol-
owing a white woman and tried to
-grab her. Three and costs.
This man Jimnierson has been posing
5 4 physical medium, and traveling
through Ohlo. Whenever he visits your
owh, tell him to move on—he is not
vanted.’

THE PATRON OF LITERATURE,

Pope Gregory IX. Durned about
enty cart-loads of the Talmud; and
Paunl IV, ordered twelve . thousand
opies to be destroyed.” So says. the
F)ﬂ:‘:‘cyclopedia‘of Religions Epowledge,
rticle Talmud. That is the way the
hurch has Deen the . patron of lit-
ture, - - ‘

at this office, .

_ PREACHER'S SON§. . |

The inquiry Is -frequently heard,
“Why are preacher’s sons so generally
viclous and leaders of the mob, very
frequently engdyzed in crime, and often
ending thelr days in the penitentiary,
or ou the gallows?’ "That the postulate
is true is well understood, but the rea-
son for it is not at first apparent. The
general understanding  is: “Because
they are brought up so strictlyin youth,
ihey exercise fullest freedom when be-
youd parental control.”

Numberless cuses might be cited in
confirmation of the fact that tlie prog-
eny of the average pulpiteer falls
greatly short of the normal standavd so
far as relates to morals. The case of
the well-known bandif, robber, mur-

_derer, assassin and earnest Christian,

Jesse James, will suftice for our pur-
pose. He lived and died a member of
the Baptist-church, his father being a
preacher of that denomination, - The
son had no respect for the life or prop-
erty-rights of others. 1t was he and
his brother Frank who inaugurated the
robbing of rallroad trains, and right
successfully they practiced their vil-
lainies, . .

Jesse was o good Sunday-school schol-
ar. The Bible was a counstant study
with him, as is usually the case with
the entire crlminnl class. He was
taught that Jesus died for sinners, and
that by his death he ransomed a sin-
cursed world, saving from endless woe
all who bhelieve he was the expected
Messiah; that like the penitent thief on
the cross, he could swing from the gal-
lows to glory. Mis mother, a pious
Christian still, in a late published inter-
view, said, as reported in the Kansas
City Star:

“1 am as thoroughly satisfied about
Jesse's salvation as 1 am about myown.
When I come to die 1 will be just as
certain that Invill meet my boy Jesse
in heaven as that I am going there my-
self. Jesse was a Baptist. He jolned
the church during the war, le came
home terribly wounded, shot twice
through the lungs, and for mouths we
nursed him while he say near death,
When he got well he went to meeting at
the Buaptist church and was baptized,
He was a good Chyistian.......1 am a
Baptist.”

Good Baptist and Christian as was
Jorse James, he continued his erfmes
untl a confederate killed him, But re-
member, please, that bis case is only
ohe of thousands, made criminal by fa-
miliarity with the dolngs of the patri-
areclis and prominent Bible charapcters,
nearly all of whom would be punished
with deatl if now living and still prac-
tieing thelr erimes, the sume as credited
to thetn In the Bible,

AN EBBING TIDI,

A correspondent of the New York
Evangelist, ¥. Campbell, gives a lugu-
brious account of the coudition of the
chureh In the rural portions of New
York. He says:

“There are entire distriets in the
state where it is dificult to find a single
family with churel-going habits. .. ...
Bven services bronght into the commu-
nity within school houses are  some-
times strangely disregarded; the ,Sab-
biuth is  desecrated by visiting, ball-
playing, and unnecessary manual libor;
in some farming communities infidelity
is getting a strong hold: a tremendous
erowd turned out for the funeral of a
rural skeptie, when it was understood
the speaker was to be Col. Ingersoll,
and was much disappointed when the
Baptist preacher appeared instead; a
general spiritual deadness  comes 1o
rest upon the people accompanied by a
degree of ignorance which is difieult to
imagine”

The boyish ery of “Wolf! YWolf!" has
been repeated so loud and so often by
the orthodox churches the people have
coased to heed it Hell has lost all its
horrors since the people have learned
the true character of the plice, and a
Catholi¢ purgatory from which a licen-
tious priesthood is able to release its
victims by prayer for a pecuniary con-
sideration, is losing its hold on the laity,
not only in rural districts, but every-
whete.

1t s said the ¢hureh has its perfods of
flood and ebb tides, and that the latter
condition now prevails, notwithstand-
ing 1he zealous efforts of the clergy to
the contrarvy.

1t was contended for a long time that
the deeadenee of the churel was limit-
ed to the cities, and was aseribed to the
push of businers and of polities, which
Jett no time to look after the soul's wel-
fare. Now it s claimed the falling
away of interest in religion in country
fowns is caused by the shifting of popu-
lation from country visages to the
great cities. Such logle is paralleled by
the flipping copper: “Heads I win, tails
you lose.” I is a losing game to the
church, both in city and country., It
makes no difference whether we go
into the city or country the chureh is
1o a terrible deeline, and the religion of
huwmaunity is the gainer. Instead of
church dogmas, and bigotry of the
creeds, every effort to better the race is
gladly welcomed.  In no previous age
Las there been such earnest effort to
care for the destitute, the sick, helpless
and infirm as now. When the church
voices this prevailing rentiment it gains
help and applause; but in all its move-
ments to place the church with jts ob-
solete dogmas in front, it proves a sig-
nal fallure.”

WISE AND OTHERWISE,

1f for no oiher reason than that of af-
fording Brother Barrett twelve months
more in which {o assist Mr. Walker in
the liquidation of that Jubilee deficit,
it may be a very prudent act on the
part of that band of wise(?) spirits to
have chosen that ofticial to suceeed him-
self. Since it has oceurred. it is a hap-
py and very consoling thought to con-
sider that “it had to be or it would not
be,” but whether wise or otherwise to
permit ownership of such an institution
by one person and attempt to popularly
and properly make it represent the
whole cause remains to be seen,

STILIL STRIVING TO LIQUIDATE.

Now that those wise (%) spirits have
scen fit to recognize the wisdom of their
own wiseness in making an indebted-
ness to stand against the N, 8. A.—tis
only a trifle, something over $1,200, and
Mr. Walker's galary, $2,000, for Jubilee
services—it may be wise to retain the
same executive head until the debt is
paid, rather than saddle it on some in-
nocent and disinterested man. At the
present rate of liquidation it will take
about forty years to liquidate the debt,

1 and in the meantime other important

interests and essentials will suffer be-
cause of the solicitation to liquidate,

Social Upbiiilding, Including Co-op-
erative Systems and the Happiness and
‘Ennoblement of Humanity,” By B, D,
Babbitt, LL. D., M.D. This comprises
the last part of Human Culture snd
Cure. Paper cover, 16 cents. For sale

. THR CONYENTION OVER,

Now that the great Couvention of
Spirltualists is ovey and the contending
forces have ceased to contend for the
lucrative and honorary positions in the
N. 8. A, it is to be hoped that some of
the vital questions, some of the needs
of ihe hour and the cause will rt:celve
more atteniion. )

The vesult of the election caused Joy
and disappointment, smiles and tears,
all of which seem necessury (o the un-
foldment of the highest and best in
man, and out of which has evolved a
change, or changes, that should prove
an advance step in Spiritualism,

The 'Progressive Thinker made no
fight on the -personnel of the N. 8. A,

‘but did exhort the Spiritualisis who de-

sired to make the iustitution a repre-
sentative body, to make a. thorough
renovation, and this has Dbeen pretiy
thoroughly done, though not quite com-

“plete. However, it is not the intent of

this representative of the whole cause,
to quibble over small matters. If the

‘present reconstruction of affairs was

the work of the majority and not of a
cligue, all well and good.

Of the many chaug'eg wade we have
no criticisms to offer, no fault to find:
The plan of a movable couvention is a
good one; the abelition of a nomlnating
committee is very commeudable; the
economic changes were the most essen-
tinl, however, and will certainly re-
dound to great good to the Association.
Retrenchment is always in order, and
where an office has no salary attached
there is no incentive to scheming or
making a dishonest pull for the po-
sition, We do not believe there has
been such work in our runks so far, but
in view of the depleted treasury and to
avold the temptation to designing pol-
iticinus, the cut to $900 in the sulury of
the seceretary is all right, as was that of
making ihe ofilce of president non-
sularied,

The Progressive Thinker waged the
war for re-adjustmient and met with
success in its agitation, when it was
supposed to be equal to suicide to
attack” this nugust body, and in that
suceess has taught the great lesson that
Spiritualisi is still greater thau its rep-
resentative; that the whole cause be-

longs to the whole people, and when-

the fraflties of man lead these greut or-
ganizations into error there comes a
time for correction. We have no ani-
mosities towards those who disagreed
withi us, we have no envy for those who
suceceeded agaiust our plen for a com-
plete change, but we have this futherly
advice to give: Let everyone now settle
down for another yeur and put in lis
and her best licks for Spiritnallsm; to
ferret out the genuine phenomena and
et it hefore the world; to eirculate the
most convincing and most interesting
class of lHerature—circulate the pa-

pers—and send the truth where the gos-

pel ennnot otherwise reach; to help sup-
port our institutions for the helpless; to
sweep away class legislation; to organ-
ize and support State and local associn-
tions, and be ready to fight whenever
and wherever duty calls. You have no
time to go home and retire with the
sulks in consequence of your defeat for
some petty position; you have no time
to go home and brag of your glorious
victory; there Is work for every
worker—not much 1money in it, 'tis
true—toward the advancement of our
common cause, and that Is greater than
money, and yet needs mongy to push it
along. Let us not neglect any part of
this great machinery of operation, lest
it he the most important of all and im-
pede the progress of our truth, Let us
lift ourselves above the stubbles and
ruts of petty dissentions and jealous
wranglings, apd go into this common
battle heart to heart and hand in hand,
knowing that in unjon there is strength,
holding in fellowship the organized and
unorganized, recognizing those outside
of the N. 8. A, us good Spiritualists, in
the higher sense of the words, as those
who have added thefr names to the roll;
recognizing Spiritualism as the leader
in advance thought, science and re-
lgion of huinanity; the reformatory
system of all veforms; something to
unite us In bands of harwony, in schools
of udvancement, in honds of sacred
oueness for truth and justice, We all
have a duty § mmou; let us do it and
all will be well?

We love our cause and are proud of
its noble workers and know their phe-
nomena and philosophy, their proof of
the return of spirit friends and irresist-
ible logie, their reance roon, private
and platform tests and their forceful
rostrum eloquence will eventually win
the world to Spiritualism, whether or-
ganized or unorganized. If organization
rolls the wheels with more speed, let us
maintain an organization; if it does not,
it will die inadvertently and the great
cause will go right along, Pause not to
weep over disappointments, but weep
as you work if you must weep; your
services are worth just what you make
them,

THE OPEXN DOOR.

The two worlds. so-calied, are inter-
blended, interpenetrated. The space oc-
cupied by the present world of mortal
being is occupled also by the world of
spirits. When our spirit vision is open
we may sec the angels or spirit beings
ascending and descending and moving
about among us,

It is our privilege 1o bring the unseen
ones nearer to us in sensible relations,
to have a realizing consciousness of
their presence with us, and t{o enjoy
communion with them as friend with
friend in sweet social converse, day by
day.

This agrecable object may e attained
by supplying the proper conditions,
There needs the element of sincere de-
sire for such communion, a desire of
such strength that it is willing to take
the pains to use the wethods to secure
the result sought.

Then with patience, perseverance,
with the spirit.of truth within, the glow
of the heavenly visitants will - shine
upon the waiting ones, and their pres-
ence will be made known in such way
as they can best use the instruments at
hand.

Hereln is one of the important ele-’

ments of spiritual good residing in the
family circle. Sincerely and purely
used, void of all gross and sordid in-
fluences, conducted with high and pure
design, in which fraud and fakirism.has
no lot nor part, the family circle may
become the gateway for pure and noble
spirit intelligences to enter into our
earthly homes and come into close up-
lifting and spiritualizing union with our
mental natures. .
The family circle, rightly conducte
and used, will prove the open door
through which the angels will visit our
homes with messages. of love and
spiritual belpfulness, to elevate and
purify our thoughts, in adaptation to
that higher life in the spiritual realms.

‘mNatore Cure” By Drs. M. B. and
Rosa O, Conger. Excellent for eve

family. Cloth, §L50, :

B L 3 ¢
THR EPISQOI_’ALS% ROMANIZING
The Church of England is in a fer-
ment, which it 1s said thrpatens a divis-
fon. The bishops are represented us
Romanizing -the church in all possible
ways, while the laity are resisting the
movement, The Literary Digest quotes
from oue of the publications of the
Holy Cross Socléjy, the following, which
might easily be mjstnken for a2 Romun
Catholi¢ production:

“When you m;g glek, you go to the
doctor to be curéd; so when your soul
is sick, do not lesltate to go to the
priest, who is the doctor of your soul,
and whe cures it'in the name of God.
‘Those who will not' confess will not be
cured. Sin is a terrible evil and casts
souls into hell,  You must tell the
priest all your sing' that you remember
io have committed; God ubsolutely re-
quires this. If through pride or shame
you were so unhappy as to hide a sin
on purpose, my poor child, you would
commit a very grave fault; you would
make a bad confession; not only your
sins would not be forgiven you, but you
would be a hundred.times more guilty
than before. You had better not con-
fess at all than make such a bad, sacri-
legious confession.”

The hair shirt, painful wristlets, and
anklets, the five cords, each with five
knots, are all used for purpose of pen-
ance the same as among the Catholics.
Really the distinguishing difference be-
tween the two secls seems mainly to
consist of the ritual of the Knglish
church being in Raglish, a trausiation
of the Latin as used fn Rowman
churches, and the Queen is the head of
the Inglish church, while the Pope is
supreme at Rome. No wonder both
parties are trying to bring about a rec-
oncilintion with a view of a return to
the pareut church.

A writer in the New York Observer,
in discussing the present condition of
the Church of Lngland, says:

“The Roman practices which have
Invaded the Lnglish church are creep-
ing into some of the Awmerican

—————
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PROT, CROOKES AND THOUGHT
TRANSIFERENCE.

Casting aslde all written theories ve-
garding the actlon of thought, says the
Boston Herald, Sir Willlam Croolkes,
with characteristic independence, has
struek out on lines distinftly‘ his own.
1t is the novelty and originality of his
sclentific views on telepathy that have
cansed such a buzz of excited comment
here. “To stop short in any research
that bids fair to widen the gates of
knowledge, to recoll from fear of difii-
culty or adverse criticispm, is to bring
reproach on sciencey’ says Sir William,
in the beginning of his remarks. *I
think I see a little farther now. I have
glimpses of something like coherence

among the strange elusive phenomena;
of something like continuity between

those unexplained forces and laws
already known."”

All this has been said before. But
noew Sir William Crookes says it and
the nation listens breathlessly and
waits for more. ITo thinks it possible
that thoughts can be transferred around
the world at the will of the thinker. “It
would be well to begin with telepathy,”
he says; “with the fundamental law,
that thoughts and images may be traus-
ferred from one mind to another with-
out the agency of the recognized organs
of sense; that knowledge muy enter the
human wmind without being communi-
cated in any hitherto kuown or recog-
unized ways. If telepathy take place, we
have two physical facts—the physieal
change in the brain of A, the suggester,
and the annlogous physicul change in
the brain of B, the recipient of the sug-
gestion. Between these two physical
events there must exist a irain of phys-
ical causes. Buch a sequence can only
occur through an intervening nedinm,
All the phenomena of the universe are
presumably in some way continuous,
and it is unscientific to call in the aid
of wmysterious agencies when with
every tresh advance in knowledge it is
shown that ether vibrations have
powers and attributes  abundantly

SWEET VOIGES.

Sweet Voices from the Spirit-iaud I hear,

Now breathing soft and pure their hoky lays,
tones awakening mem'ries de
and long departed days.

In heavenl
Of lovedy

ar

They come, those voices, from the distant shore,
Where joy. illumes with golden rays,

And sottly in each sorrowing heart they pour
Sweet memories of departed days.

T =

churches.  We know members of the
Lipiscopal ehurch who resort regularly
to the confessional, who Delieve in the
change of the wafer into the actual
body of Christ; who pay idelatrous wor-
ship to the altar, and practice all the
genuflexions gnd iuvocations to the
Virgin which g, deyput Romanist would
do, and who arg. training children to the
snme performapces. . Protestants need
to be on thelr guard, not only against
Romanism, but against this Romaniz-
ing tendency in the Episcopal church.
It is a real danger, for those who know
best the influence of the confessional,
the doctrine of the mass, and the prac-
tice of penance, assure us that the first
is degrading and demoralizing, the see-
ond heathenish, and the last subversive
of all manly piety and humble faith.”

TO ALTER AND AMEND GOD'S

WORD.

It is marvelous with what ease the
‘“Word of God” has been changed and
adapted to the growing needs of the
Church. When anything is found that
becomes obnoxious it {8 declared an
{nterpolation; but no one has authority
to ellminate such unauthorized ad-
dition to the sacred volume. It would
require several pages of The Progress-
ive Thinker to point out these admitted
forgeries, of which the “Believe or Le
damned” §s an important one, as is that
relating to the woman taken in
adultery, with Jesus telling her,
“pneither do I condemn thee,” and so of
aJl the passages which converts a
virgin's son into a God.

At the National Episcopal Convention,
late in session in Washington, we noted
a telegram of October 18, giving an ac-
count of the proceedings of that body
on that day, among which was the fol-
lowing:

“At the business session of {he dep-
uties the standard Bible came up for
discussion. The Rev. Dr. Fulton, of
Philadelphia, had submitted a series of
queries as to the existence of a stand-
ard Bible, to which a commitlee re-
ported that the church had a standard—
namely, that published in 1812 and
adopted in general convention in 1823;
that no alterations had been made since
then, and that the exclusive use of the
standard Bible was obligatory. In view
of the report a resolution was adopted
directing the preparation of a suitable
constitutional provision establishing the
standard Bible and fixing the manner
of its alteration.,” |

So “standard Bibles,” after the adop-
tion of this propgsed amendment to the
Episcopal constifution, will not be sub-
ject to alteratipn only in the manner
pointed out by }hat instrument.

Do, for heaypen's spke, gentlemen,
amend the chrqpolegyjof the old book
50 as to correct the date of creation.
For the love of your reputation as
scholars this imust be done. Instead of
telling that “our.Lord” was born in the
year of the world, ;#004, pray add
apother thousapd years at least; for
your own investigators, in Egypt assert
most positively that ;they have un-
questionable cvidence . that Egyptian
civilization dateg back to 5,000 years
before our era, the cjirrent opinion of
the learned is that the .colonists of
Egypt brought the civilization of older
countries with m ta. Egypt; but it is
probable the addition,ef 6,000 years at
one time Is more than. the laity will
consent to, 80 begin with 1,000 years,
and you can add the other 5,000 when
you make the next “alteration.”

You must make these alterations,
good churchmen, else all who read the
revelations of your agent In Egypt,
Prof. Flinders Petrie, will declare.you
are humbugs. So hurry up that amend:
ment to your constitution.. . .

TOO MUCH RELIGION,
‘A Miss Nell Thompson died o few

days ago at Los Angeles, Cal, from-an.

overdose of religion. She wanted to be
like Christ, so entered ‘on a course of
fasting. On the eighth day, like the
boy’s calf, she “kinder gin out,” and all
her acquired grace, passed . to. glory
with ber. nIL e

- Fox s»

equal to any demand--even
transmission of thought,

*1t is supposed by some phyriologists
that the essential cells of nerves do not
actually touch, but are separated by a
narrow gap, which widens in sleep
while it narrows almost to extinetion
during mental activity, This condition
is so singularly like that of a Branly or
Lodge coherer as to suggest a further
analogy., The structure of brain and
nerves belng shnilar, it is conceivable
there may be present mnsses of such
nerve coherers in the brain whose spe-
cial function it may be to receive im-
pulses brought from without through
the conneeting sequence of ether waves
of appropriate order of magnitude. It
is known thiat the action of thought is
accompanied by certain molecular
movements o the brain, and lhere we
have physical vibrations capable from
their extreme minuteness of acting
direct on individual molecules, while
their rapidity approaches that of the
internal and external movewents of
the atoms themselves,”

Coming from such a brilliant man as
Sir William Crookes, the outspoken
utterances on psychic philosophy have
compelled attention, and instead of the
silence with which such statements
would be received from a smaller man,
there Ix an earnest request for more,
Siv Willinm has flooded with light the
uncertain gloom of u forbldden region
of thought and torn aside the veil that
has hitherto separated sclentists from
a subject tabooed in the gatherings of
the leading men of learning.

While admitting that this new sci-
entific subject has not yet come into the
legitimate area of the modern philoso-
pher, Sir William deelares that it will
be found possible to discover a path by
which telegraphing without wires, or
transferring {houghts from mind to
mind at the will of the thinker, can be
found to harmonize,

He aftirms that “confirmation of tele-
pathic phenomena is already afforded
by many converging experiments,” and
asserts that “we must beware of rashly
assuming that all variations from the

1o the

.normal waking or sleeping conditions

are necessarily morbid.,” Perhaps the
most daring sentence of all is his an-
nouncement that “it is henceforth open
to sciende to tramscend all we now
think we know of matter. and to gain
new glimpses of a profounder scheme
of Coswic Law.” He cites the famous
dictum of a sclentist, who saw in mat-
ter, too long despised and abused, “the
promise and potency of all terrestinl
life,” “I should prefer,” sald Sir
Willlam, “lo reverse the apothegm, and
to say that in life I see the promise and
potency of all forms of matter.”

THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE.

President McKinley has designated
November 24 as a day for thanksgiving
and pralse to Almighty God for the
blessings of the year, the mildness of
the seasons, the frujtfulness of tle soil,
the prosperity of the people, the valor
of our countrymen, the glory of victory
and hope of righteous peace.

Others will differ from us, but we
cannot refrain from the inquiry: Is God
so feeble that he delights in being
praised, and so covetous of applause
that he desires thanks for his favors?
Our God is so infinitely great, good and
wise that adulation -and flattery cannot
reach him, so beneficent and kind as to
be deaf to expressions of gratitude
from the time-server.

The founders of this Republic—every
one of them when President,” save
Washington on a solitary occasion, de-
clined to set apart a day for fasting or
for prayer, urging it ywas inconsistent
with the dutles of a purely secular gov-
ernment. . It would have been well had
their successors been equally faithfulto
the idea Involved in. the separation of
church and state. . .

“Human Gulture and Cure, Marriage,
Bexual Development, and Soclal Up.
bullding.” By .E. D, Babbitt, M. D,
LL.D. A most excellentand very valu.
able work, by the Dean of the College
of Fine Forces, and aunthor of other im-

-portant volumes on Health, Soclal Sei.

ence, Religion,” ete. - Price, cloth,  75¢,
ssloat this office. _, ~. -
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cellent on their several

ualists.”

per.
doubt many
Progressive Thinker if
were called to it.

He writes as follows:
three new subscribers.

ca. Fraternally yours,

Spiritualist paper.

repott.

have inaugurated, and

E. W. Wallis
E. W. Wallis, of England, one of the most
rominent workers there, and editor of The Two
orlds, is now temporarily sojourning in this
counfry. In a letter to his paper he says: -
“I have been astonished to find how few, com-
paratively, of those who call themselves Spiritu-
alists in the United States, who subscribe to or
support the spiritual papers. There- are three
organs which are in front rank; they are all ex-

F\'s‘r'onishztfl.

lines, and yet they meet

with but scant assistance from the old-line Spirit-

The above is true in all respects. Not one
Spiritualist in a hundred takes a Spiritualist
This is a delplorable condition indeed,

No
0

of them would subscribe for The

their especial attention

See what

WM. GOWLEY, OF EDDYVILLE, [A,, HAS DONE.

“Your warning note was

timely and good. I was aware my {ime was
drawing to a close, and was trying to keep in
touch with the “Divine Plan,” by doing some
missionary work, and I succceded in getting

My only regret is I did

not get more. May your endeavors be more than
“bread cast upon the waters,” and that the light
may shine in every house and hamlet in Ameri-

WM. COWLEY.

The above shows that anyone who desires can
usually induce several others to subseribe for a
Let everyone follow Mr,
Cowley’s example by sending in additional sub-
scribers and when Mr. Wallis visits this country
again he will be compelled to make a different
It is an absolute fact that hundreds of
dollars are actually given to our subseribers each
year through the “Divine Plan,” which we alone

Mr. Cowley, feeling that

the Divine Plan should not be on one side alone,
sends us additional subscribers.

SOMEWHAT OGCULT.

Spiritual Things Are Spirit-
ually Discerned.

In the last Progressive Thinker, Nov.
5, 1 note an article purporting to repre-
sent the experiences of a I'rench sa-
vant, It is apparently a modified re-
production of a sensational article that
was published some twelve 1o fifteen
years ago, which 1 then reviewed in the
Elmira Celegram. Muny may be misled
by it. Ience I deem it proper to call it
down. This claim scems to be based
upon the magnifying power of a strong
glass; for it is said that the “particles
of dust in the air were magnified wany
thousands of times.” 1f this maguify-
ing power is the secret by which the hu-
man soul is discovered, there are some
difficulties in the way which are likely
to spoil the story. The power that mag-
nifies the particles of dust many thou-
sand times, would magnify the spaces
between them in the same proportion,
and such a machine would only be able
to cover the space of a hair's breadth in
its field of observation. A piece of clay
an inch in diameter would appear like
a large house, and if it were porous--us
it must be--the spaces betwaoen the par-
ticles of clay might be large cnough to
let a boy through with a wheel-barrow,
A magnifying power of such qualities
could not be applied to any substance
larger than a small pea at best. If it
magnitied the human soul in the same
ratio--many thousand times—-and the
soul, as we are taught, and as is proven
by many evidences, corresponds in size
and shape to the body from which it is
evolved, such a soul, thus seen, would
be from twenty to a hundred thousand
feet tall, and from five to twenty thou-
sand feet wide!

And though the soul-dust might be so
compact in this body that the normal
eyve could ree no open spaces hetween
them, yet, when thur magnified, there
might appear highways by the thou-
sand running through this magnified
soul, wide enough to admit buman pe-
destrinns to walk with ease. But the
insuperable difficulty would seem to be
that a glass that could magnify many
thousand times, could not cover, at a
single observation. more than a six-
feenth of a square inch of said soul.
Suppose that one-sixteenth of an inch
of soul be magnified ten thousand
times; we would bhave a piece of soul
about 32 feet square! But a normal
soul G feet high by an average of one
foot wide (a rather narrow soul) would
contain within its square surface 13,824
such squares! Multiply these by 52
(the size of onc square) and we have
718,848 square feet of soul. If the form
were only T feet wide (quite a broad
gauge soul) it would be 102.692 high!
This makes a soul seven feet wide by
about twenty ruiles high!

Evidently this French Savant is deal-
ing in some occult speculations, or the-
osophical assnmptions that will not
bear the rigor of cold mathematics.
That spirits can project themselves into
forms that the normal eye can see, is
well proven; and that spiritually un-
folded faculties can see and sense ihe
soul, which eludes our ordinary vision,
is equally well established. But that
any magnifying lens can be made to
cheat nature of her normal . ways of
reaching spiritual things does not ap-
pear probable. Certainly not Dy mag-
nifying a soul by ten thousand diawne-
ters.. When our inental faculties are in
correspondence with the higher vibra-
tions of the spiritual universe, it is as
‘natural to see spiritual forms and bear
spiritual voices, as it is to see and hear
in this world. “Spiritnal things are
spiritually discerned.”. While our men-
tal vibrations are dominated by the
lower scale of physical life they. capnot
respond to the spirltual, except as ocea-
‘sional modifications of soul and body.

~| relatlons allow: slips of the close corre-

spondence, and give a pavtial and tem-
porary release to the mind, when its
higher motions blend with those of the
spiritnal world~ When the dominating
influence of the body is finally removed
by death, the spirit is at once raised
into its normal relations with the spir-
ftual universe, and spiritual things are
seen, heard and felt, as naturally as are
physical things before death. But by
no mechanies! means of magnifying
souls to many thousand djameters
above thelr normal proportions, As we
cultivitte the spiritual and come into
correspondence  with the higher life
here, we may realize glimpses, and
volces and touches, and the sweot
warnith of heavenly love, and a blessed
companionship with the world unseen,
whose tender benedictions soothe and
rest the weary pilgrin, and soften all
the sorrows of life.
LYMAN C IIOWE.

Spiritualists of Wiscoensin.

I have been endeavoring to aronse an
interest in the state in owr work, and
to enthuge the people so that in time I
could help to organize a state society. 1
have heen to Sheboygan 1*alls, and held
four meetings, also to Ntevens Point,
and held four meetings. and it is my de-
&lre to visit as many places as possible
in the state, while I am in Milwaukee.
I therefore ask the people from all
parts of the state to write me, and let
us see if arrapgements cannot be made
so that some meetings can be held dur-
ing the week, and an interest awak-
cened.

1 found in Stevens Point a small so-
ciely with a lyceum that is presided
over by Mrs, C. L. Stewart. who resides
there. The society owes its existence
to her. for it is by ler persistent ef-
forts that rhe not only has the society.
but has educated the outside world tp
respect our cause, and to feel that Spir-
itualism as a movement, is worthy of
respect. I would that the people might
got better aecquainted with Mrs, Stew-
art tbroughout the country, for she is
indeed a worthy worker. It i3 my de-
sire to organize where there is a chance
and to hold meetings wherever I can.

So. friends, let me hear from you. so
while 1 am in Milwaukee the work may
be started. When writing please on-
close a stamp for reply. Address all
letters to 422 Grand avenue, care Mr. O.
Williame, Milwaukee, Wis.

G. H. BROOKS®.

"THE SAME OLD STORY.”

Such is the heading in a secular paper
of the fajlure of the First National
Bank of Ohlo a few days ago, the
cashier, who was very active in church
work, simply sloped. *It is believed,”
says the news dispatch, “that investiga-
tion will bring his defaleation up to
$100.000." This is another exemplifica-
tion of the divine command, *“Make
to yourselves friends of the mammon
of unrighteousness that when ye fall,
they may reccive you into everlasting
habitations.” One  hundred thousand
dollars will go a long way in that
direction.

The Principles of Nature, as Discov- .
ered {n the Development and Structure
of the Universe. Material and Spiritual
Magnetic Forces, Laws of Spiritual
Muuifestations and Mediumship, Spir-
{tual Planes and Spheres. Given inspl -
ratlonally, by Mrs, Marin M. King., In
three velumes, 8vo. A remarkable -
work; among the greatest in the lMters"
ature of Spiritualism. Price rednced
from $1.75 to $1.256 per volume, Post-
age 12 cents, ) '

“The Infidelity of Ecclesléstlclsm.
A Menace to. American Civilization.”

ppon physical, physiological and psy-
chie science, - Demonstyator of the mo- .-
lecular or spiritual hiypothesis of ng- -
ture, - . Scholarly, masterly, trenchant,

Price 25 cents.. For sale at this office,

By Prof. W. M. Leckwood, lecturer -








mr.de

| :“Anxions”: Q.

" they will work no harm. The sanitary

. the well,
. Many

-7 not from a demand of the system. ]
" fevers, or drdins on the blood, pure water taken slowly, is
. the best of remedies.

S
FENRREES

" pefd:it without spiritual profit.-

 ANSWERS
Prteedetatectisteriterirests
b @'his department is under the monagement of -

t.. - .  HUDSON TUTTLE.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

' NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let-
ters. Tfull name and address must be given, or the letters
will not be read. If the request be wade, the name will
not be published. The correspondence of this depart-
ment has become excessively large, especxul}{ letters of
inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely
give whatever information I am able, the oxdinary court-

of correspondence is expected. 8
€5y co_ueepon ence P LUDSON TUTTLE.

Can consumption be cured? ,
A. Notwithstanding the many advertised cures an
assurances that at last a panacea has been discovered, it is
generally admitted by physicians who have studied the
subject with greatest attention, that when this -disease
has reached that stage where it is récognizable, there is no
hope of its cure. If they diagnose a case as consumption
and a cure is effected, they are ready to admit that the
diagnosis was wrong, so certain do they feel that t}ns
dread disease has no remedy. When the germs of tuber-
culosis find full lodgment in the lungs, and the condi-
tions conducive to their growth, any means inadequate
1o {heir destruction would destroy the delicate tissues of
the respiratory organs. There are palliatives, -and-life
may be prolonged. Perhaps in the rapid strides being
made in knowledge of the character of ,mlcrobes.and
agents for their destruction-s remedy may be .found. -
-~ “The toning up of the system by eorrect-diet, clothing,
 exercise and fresh air, will work wonderful cures of cases
thought to be consumption, and is the only thing possible
“ to arrest that disease jtself. _
That it is infections there can be no @oubt, h_ut its
germs must fall on soil prepared for their reception, or
measures reconi-
- mended, of special care for consumptives and eare of

- sputum in public places, and quarantining I‘mhents, would
"« net prevent the spread of the disease. . The. germs car-
"' ried into the dirt by sputum, or gathering on the walls of
s public or private houses, multiply whenever moisture is
. present, and » . ;
“Probably not a day passes that we do not breathe many o

when dry, as dust, fill the air with germs.

these into the lungs. They are absorbed and pass into
the blood, to be obliterated by the white corpuscles, which
are like soldiers on guard against the enemy. A state of

" health cdn be maintained, which is groof against all such

“attacks. But when these germs find the blood full of re-

*fuse matter and the vitality of the white corpuscles low,

Ihey at once begin to multiply.  Like all other microbes,
the bacillus of consumption not only disturbs by its pres-
ence, but develops a specific ptomaine or poison which
- through circulation of the blood impairs the functions of
‘all other organs, and still farther facilitates the growth of
the bacilli. From the first the oxygenation of the blood
‘is interfered with—the most vital function, and-the disin-
tegration of lung tissue and obstruction of circulation in-

®:"- creases more or less rapidly according {o the resistance of-

‘fered. In its early stages the disease may be successfully
_reated, ‘yet there is this to contend with: the symptoms

““_ave often. obscure, and when the case has become suffi-
" ciently-pronounced as to make the djagnosis certain, it is

toolate. Microscopic examination of the matter expeclo-

- rated will show the presence of' bacilli from the begin-
“ming, and thus give timely warning.

r—

: l"FL Q. We have a dispute as to the healthfulness of

~drinking water at meals. One claims that it is very in-
jurious to drink any fluid at that {ime, while another

“ claims that it is best to do so. Which is right?

. A: Perhaps no question in hygiene has called forth
"more bitter controversy than this, each party forgetting

o that here as in most questions, the middle ground or

‘rilden mean” of Confucius is the most correct.
"It has been proven by accurate experiments that in the

" healthy stomach food digests more quickly and perfectly

when water is supplied. A certain amount is necessary,

. and-too much is preferable to too little. Iced water, iced
- “beverages, ice cream, etc., taken at the close of a.meal,

_ are injurious, as digestion is arrested until they are
b'r'ouglllt up to the temperature of the stomach. But
“gvén here the reaction brings a stronger flow of blood to

" that organ and thus increases the digestive power. Un-

less the practice is long continued, or the stomach weak-

v ched by disease, harm is thus guarded against.

The practice of drinking large quantities of ice water

is exceedingly injurious, and water at ordinary tempera-
" tare is far preferable. Tea and coffce atone for any

“harmfulness by their warmth! The appetite when nor-

" ‘malis a trustworthy guide. Animals prefer even stag-|

‘nant water when warmed by the sun, to cold water {from
discases create an insatiate thirst. This may

*arise from an irritation of the nerves of the stomach zu}d
¢ Aside from {his, in

Yood is usually prepared with too much salt, which cre-

- ._ates thirst, for if the quantity of saline matler is greater
*+ than that of the blood, the aqueous portion of the latter
- is forced to flow through the walls of the.stomach until

- “the contents are diluted to the same density by a process

.. called endosmos.
_water to meet this necessity.

Thirst in this instance is a demand for
Tvery organic function is performed and stimulated
“by water. It is the means of removal through the ex-
* aretory organs, of the waste and poisonons products of
“vital activity. Organic cleanliness cannot be maintained
without a full supply, any more than sewers can be kept

. lean without being flushed. o
... Truits, being largely composed of water, furnish it in a

desirable form. An excellent tonic is a glass of water be-
* fore meals.

" After a thorough review of all that has heen said pro

~".“ahd ‘con, the facts tend to show that the fear of water is

without cause, and if one is thirsty it indicates that water
@‘r_eq'iﬁred in the economy of the aystem.

TRE INNER VOICE.

‘A motif dwells deep

in the spirit’s cell, _
‘Remote from all our carking, daily cares;

" Distant from pleasuring, far back of love,

" Deeper than debt or duty. 'Tisawork
Foreshadowed through dim distance from ofi high,
_And fitted is for none on earth but thee. . L

+-*: Lok, then, into thy spirit’s holy pface,

" View with clear eyes the potent embryo; :
“Watch for its beck as to a high priest’s call, -/ -

" "“And then go forth to conquer. He who builds ~
© 7" Agcording to the dietates of his soul TR

_~ Builds for all time, and all eternity, -, 5.
"I Howard, Kan. BESSIE JOHNSON-BELLMAN.
¥ “Rarezza, Lthics of Marriage.” - By Alice B. Stock-
ham, M. D. - Price; $1. For sale at this office. . -

- “The Gospel of Buddha; According to. Old Records.”

‘Told by Paul Carus. 'This hook is heartily recommended
- to students of the science of religions, and to all who
would gain a fair conception of Buddhism in its epirit and
Hving principles. Spiritualist or Christian can scarcely
Price $1. -For sale at

‘RELIGIOUS THOUGHT.

|tts,Trend :ToWard ; Highéf Spiritualization

of Life. o
| [ >

“In a recent number of the Boston Budget, Lilion

.

| Whiting, who is spending the summer in Europe, writes
 as follows about the church of England: There is just now

occurring a very serious crisis in the church of England,
in this wise: The church in that country is an e_stal_)llshed
and endowed institution, while in America the Episcopal
chureh is flexible to a great degree and includes under its
name a great variety of shades of belief. In Ingland it
is under authority. The present archbishop of Canter-
bury is a conservative man of no spiritual ardor, but of
great fidelity to veligious routine.” IHis very lack of
spiritual ardor conduces, however, to impart to him a cer-
tain amiable aspect which, strictly speaking, is more in-
difference than it is amiability. e wishes well to the
clergy and to the laity, and expects each to be patient and
tolerant with the other. Now there is in lngland, as
elsewhere, an awakening of the people, and to some ex-
tent of the clergy, to the possibility of a higher spiritual-
ization of life. The conservative whose sole idea of re-
ligion is of ceremonial worship in strich consonance with
rubric and canon, ehallenges tho liberal element, und the
result is that a conflict is already initiated, which in the
end will transform thought and lift the people to higher
and larger conceptions of life; to the realization that the
quality of life at any given moment is that which is of
importance; to-day is the judgment day; that the true
preparation for the life beyond is to live wisely, sw'eetly,
gencrously, to-day. Canon Wilberforce, at Westminster
Abbey; is the most important and influential leader in the
march of more spiritual thought, He is a mdn of in-
tellectual greatness and of intense spiritual fervor. The
archbishop of Canterbury, while hie is not himself a man
of breadth in view of epiritual fervor, is too desirous of
pacification all around to express any hostilily to what-
ever of liberal and advanced thought the canon of West-
minister may choose to proclaim; and so the situation is
rather dramatically interesting. The train of higher
truth more or less proclaimed in America under various
names, is duly administered at Westminister stamped
with the sign and seal of the English church. Canon
Wilberforce preaches sermons that would gladly be
claimed by theosophists, spiritualists, Christian sci-
| entists—Dbut all thesa new ideas are expressed in the de-
corous phrasing of the English service, and the crowds
that throng the abbey whenever Canon Wilberforce is an-
nounced do not altogether analyze or realize what it is
that so moves them In his discourses. Meantime there
comes no remonstrance from the palace at Lambeth, and
if the archbishop discerns any heresies he preserves a dis-
creet silence. Iis most conspicuous mental effort seems
to be to appear at various dinners and semi-festive occa-
sions, where, when he is begged {o speak, he discourses,
impartially, upon the merits of the clergy and the merits
of the laity, and says as liitle in proFortlon to the nwmber
of words as the most devoted disciple of Talleyrand could
conceive. The preaching of Canon Wilberforce is a sign
of the times. He is as the voice of one crying in the
wilderness. Ile is preaching the truth of {he communion
of apirit with spirit across the gulf of death; of the higher
unfolding of spiritual powers while here in thé body in
the heretofore undrenined potencies that science is dis-
covering; the truth of thought {ransference; the physical
and moral necessities of eremation; the transformatlpn of
life by the closer union of humanity with God. It is the
present privilege of each and all to live in the spiritual
world, among spiritual forces from motives of love, peace,
joy angd good will. } ;
these elements, and make his life, as Canon Wilberforee
so Lruthfully says—the daily “comin% forth from that
Father and coming into the world.” The most literal of
facts is embodied in the assurance that God will keep in
perfect peace those whose mind is stayed upon him.—
Yort Wayne Journal,

A LIVING FACT.

Who knows what lies beneath the sod,
Unkissed by sun or morn or dew,
Waiting a call to life in pod
Now dormant, out of view?
" In Nature’s womb where siart all things
 Upon the little round of earth,
'And life, no night, no day, but swings
‘I'he pendulum of birth,
‘And yet upon the sod unturned .
Eternal grass may grow
‘And die and fall and there be burned
Till ages come and go;
‘And there beneath, asleep, alone
Remains the virgin germ
Of weed or plant or vine unknown
By man or beast or worm.

But once upturned to light of day
And air and heat and rain,
It smiles and starts upon the way
Of evolution’s plane, i
‘And fills its place among the things
Beyond man’s power {o know,
‘Above the flight of angel wings,
And science here below.
‘An upturned sod, a bit of earth
Upheaved where time unknown,
Has gathered seeds and held from birth
Entombed, where winds have blown
O’er ancient Jands to lodge and lie
In wait for touch of mate—
The light and air and rain, and by
The soil to germinate.

The germ was thefe; the life was there;
Not dead, but sleeping through

The change that came to earth and air
And sea when change was due.

1t might have been a part of man
Sometime, and clothed a soul

That sensed and thought and taught the plan
Of evolution’s roll. o

It might have helped to rule the world
‘When Rome was in her prime;

It might have been from Caesar hurled
‘When Brutus, steeped in crime, .

" Made wounds that filled with rage and woe

An age of muscle, bran, :

‘And pride; an age that had o grow

" To find the spirit plane.

‘An upturned sod, a tiny germ,
A living thing, & world
Within & world, as true and firm
In life, tho’ sleeping, curled
In.patience all those busy years
' gf'all the worlds intact, "t‘ l’f o
Sleeping, growing, waiting its fears - . ‘
.Sgli)?i%egfaﬁﬁng fact. - .- A
<~ .- - DR.T. WILKINS,

~

K -

I :éhieerfulﬁbéss is lonely a‘dhérénpe_ tothe nght, is_flle’ en~
dowmtent of elevated characiers.~Emerson..~ -~ .. -
'l To sit and brood over affairs of life calls to us the brood-

ing hosts from that other realm and endan
| obséssing influence. . s .

gers us to their
" Christianity surged up from helow, from the dregs of

T

even in its own narrow provineigl Rirthplace; and it
brought with it, to cultivated Kome and Hellas, thé com-

which it had its origin.~~Grant Allen.

One may create his atmosphere of

the world; it arose among an vbscure sect of local fanaties,

mon ideas and practices of theless civilized medium in.

U
1]

. d. -
After carefully readibg Mr. Rice's ar.
ticle of October 20, 1xthought to pay no
attentlon to it, because he evades the
question under . eriticlsm, making
charges against wme wentirely foreigu tu
the subject mntter dunder discussion,
and of which. he can find no proof,
eitlier in wmy published works, or my
publie lectures, and because, in his
overwrought zeal, his metaphors, cholee
of language and reckless Insinuations
are not those of a man acquainted with
polemies, or the formulas of philosoph-
ical debate, - )
But upon further consideration of the
matter, sensing that his erroncous pres-
entation of the -subject matter of my
former article, his suggestions, made in
such a way as 1o represent quotations
from some of my published works,
which, in no. way represents my
ihought, his imperfect quotations from
Spencer, his thorough misconception of
the “Molecular Hypothesis of Nature,”
peuned with an animus calenlated to
deeeive the publie; together with a
short-sighted view of scientific thought,
induces me to treat briefly and analyt-
ically his methods -of argwmentation,
and. to point out some of the errors ob-
taining therein, /

It is well sometimes in public debate,
to {ry and put one’s self in the position
of an opponent, that, seeing so far as
possible with Lis mental visfon, we can
make charitable allowance for his opln-
ions prematurely penned, for his inor-
dinate zeal When it is manifest, and for
bombastie rhetorle, which with many,
pass for erudition and spirftual inspira-
tion.

Following this method, we are at once
reminded that our brother's religious
bins-induces him to believe that his
soul in its present embodiment, in char-
acter and gquality is like God—the “QGod
of the Infiniverse;” and judging by his
langunge and expressed deality, he is
entirely sincere in this opinion.

In verification of ihis fact, let me
point out first, that the subject matter
of my former criticism was entitlegd,
“The Fallacy of Involution, a8 Applied
to the Soul in Humap Embodiments.”
In this criticism I polnted out some ten
or twelve conflicting and contradictory
definitions of God and the Soul. My
quotations were all of them taken ver-
batim from the volyme entitled “The
Soul in Human Empodiments.” Not a
word did I say about theljellefs of Spir-
itualists or thelr ideas of God. But in
contradistinetion to,;this,, I did say, In
the last paragraph, “Let us say in con-
clusion, kindly. but firmly, that these
teachings have nothing. in common
with the spiritual phitosophy.” So we
believe, and so. we can prove; but a be-
liet in this dogma qf the,soul does not
prevent such believer from also believ-
Ing in spirit return and spirit communi-
cation. Now mark what Mr. Rice ac-
cuses me of saying, not g xword of which
is true: ’

“In lust week's Progressive Thinker,
Prof. W. M. Lockwood presents a dog-
matie criticism of those Spiritualigts
who lold to the iden- ofvan immanent
-God i1 the universe; ot -wWhy dare‘to re-
gard the humean soul’ as something
higher, greater, grander:than a mere
automatie product of two molecules of
matter vibrating in vhythmic unison.”

Let me say with: emphasts that T
.never have expressed In oral lecture or
spublished thought, anything of the
kind, and no one but a soul in mental
turmoil would willingly lend himself to
such careless stiatements. We will sug-
gest to Mr, Rice, that in oral debate or
polemie discussion, It is in keeping with
- parlinmentary method and common
sense, to talk or write upon the “sub-
ject matter,” under discussion. This
procedure, Mr. Rice entirely ignores.

If the volume referred to needs no de-
fense at bis hands, he could at least
have direcied his progressive intellect
to the “Fallacles of Involution” as ap-
plied, without making a speelal de-
fense of the treatise per se. If the pos-
tulate of involution as applled to evolu-
tion I8 not a fallncy, you should have
pointed it out; for if involution cannot
be sustained as a fact, the thelsm and
claim of these holding to soul embodi-
ments falls to pleces; and with it every
form of theistic ecclesfasticism. With-

postulate, theology. and theism die.
Save it if you can, and'make your name
immortal. C

You charge me with being dogmatic
and intolerant. Is it dogmatic to point

| out the Incongruous, inconsistent, con-

tradictory and conflicting defintitons of
God and the Soul found on four pages
of “The Soul in Human Embodiments,”
quoted verbatim? Am 1 intolerant
when I call attention to the fact that
-the term ‘“‘uncreate” as applied to God
in the volume on “The Soul,” is an ob-
solete term, and means no god—from
‘“un,” not, and create, to form some-
thing from nothing, hence GGod the “Un-
create,’” not being formed, is a nothing
god? Is this dogmatic or intolerant?
I am accused of attacking “the be-
liefs of Spiritualists who hold to the
fdea of an fmmanent God in the uni-
verse.”” This {s not true, since I said
nothing about the beliefs of Spiritnal-
ists, nothing about an immanent God;
in fact, I never heard of such a God,
and am surptised that an “‘up-to-date”
reader of scleatific facts should apply a
term of this kind to.a God. The Latin
term, “immanens,” yeans to remain in
or near.” Tle English jpord “Imma-
nent” means “remaining,swithin, hence
imited in activity, ,ageney, or effect to
;he subject, or assoclated;ncts; internal
or subjective.” See. Webgter. Just how
this immanent God with: his limited ac-
tivity, agency or cffect,,ever gets out
from “the within” gnough, to become
an Infinite, Omnlpresent being or to
comprise “The Suppeme Jntelligence of
.the Universe,” i8 g proplem in meta-
physicg equal-to how the nothing-God,
the -Uncreate, creafes, hjjpself a some-
thing God. ol ol . R
But because T cagnot ypderstand an
immanent God, or An.“{fhcreate God,”
1 am urged to read,up a.little, This Is
good advice to takg somglimes as well
88 to give; but just let fge know who
these “best knowngand yecognlized au-
thorities”. are. I deg to state for
‘Brother Rices pacification, that I have
closely read all of {he treatises he re-
fers “to, Including the- work of Dr.
Henry Drummond, and have also noted
the paper and ink suffixes to his.nental
kite. Mr. Rice will have occasion fo
note, as he comex in close contact with
many public men snd women, and he
learns their susceptibility to human
and social emoluments,-1hat frequently
/ when brains are most wanting, paper
sradding stereotyped with terms D, D.
and LI. D.. are constantly placarded
before the public mind and this criti-
ciFmi applies “with equal force to pre-
fises, But however: rightly or wrong-
fully applied in my individual case, {3
a atter of po conseqitenice bere, simce
iba mental koife will cut just as koenly

witlout it as with it, and 1 will suggest

out involution operative as a special]

AN IMMANENT GOD
. WHAT IS IT?
A Reply to Ervin A. Rice, by Prof. W. M. Lockwood,

oy of Chica‘go.
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in this connection that if.“‘the postulate
of involution" as a premise of evolution
be not true, Dr. Hewry Drummond’s
creative intelligence, his immanent
God and the populay sutlixes to Lis
nume, will in time receive a blight; and
eventually fade from the pages of time,

We are entering an era of sclentific
demonstration; and before the intellect-
ual blasts of this genius of verification,
the untenable and uudewonstrable fal-
lucies of Oriental theism will wither
and erumble from sight. Mr. Rice, re-
ferring to himself, suys, “I am only a
plain business man, but I find time to
read modern scientific jowrnals occa-
slonally, and I assure you that science
has made great strides in advance of
her position twenty-five or thirty years
ago, when the atomic theory and the
moleeular hypothesis were young.”

If the data of Mr. Rice's scientific eru-
dition is to be estimated from the above
paragraph, we would very kindly sug-
gest to him to squeeze in a little more
time and read the past, and then he
won't humiliate himself  in publie
print by saying that the atomie theory
was young twenty-five or thirty years
ago, While many writers trace the
atomic theory to Democritus who was
born 470 years B, C. other writers
trace it to Indfa, afirming that it ex-
isted at the Iinception of the Puranic
period of Hindooism, in almost the
same form as postulated Ly Dalion,
Another writer claims to find traces of
it in the traditions of ancient Egypt,
whose dynasties existed, it is affrmed,
seventeen thousand years before the
“angel of the Lord appeared to Mary."”

Brother Rice errs again in connecting
“The Molecular Hypothesis of Nature,”
with the atomic theory, They are two
distinet systems of thought and philos-
oplly. 'The atomie theery is a material-
Istic corpuscular theory, requiring, from
the plane of the ecclesiastic, the involu-
tion theory, and ap omnipotent God to
mold into belng dead matter. From
the plane of the materlalist, the claim
18 set up that all forms and types of ex-
istence are tae result of the combined
activities of these corpuscular atoms,
which only change place in thelfr co-
relationship in the promotion of form,
but they never lose thelr identity or in-
dividuality as atoms, in such combina-
tlon. Hence, the materialist argues
that, when these “combined activities”
are broken wp and destroyed, existence
per se ends.

“The Molecular Hypothesis of Na-
ture” presents a different view of na-
ture. Long experience in muny depart-
ments of chemieal reactions, taught me
that what we see in ehemical combina-
tion is only the phenomenon of invisible
forces operative in *a dimension of
space,” to use Zolluer's term, or in “a
chemical specirum” o use a scientific
term, beyond humaun vision, Tracing
this fact not only as found in al} ¢chem-
feal combinations within view, but also
into orders of crystallization as found
in rocks, sofls and metals, and as mani-
fest in plants and plasmatic’ organiza-
tions, we reached the conclusion that
the human lives in a world of inviaible
spiritual forces, of which the external
that we see, is only the phenomenon of
an inward formative process.

The phenomena of ¢hemiecal combina-
flon and spectrum analysis discover
that these clemental forces of nature
are not the same fn character, but the
result of diverging molecular polar ten-
sions, euch of which Is equally omnipo-
tent {n its combining proportion.

We use the term “molecular” in our
treatise because it implies an invisible
relutionship. When the term was first
introduced, following the discoveries of
Galvanl, it was employed to represent
the invisible relation, existing between
atoms; hence the “molecular theory”
became a  necessary codocil to the
atomic theory. The Molecular Hypoth-
osis of Nature, however, Is a later in-
duction, and starts out by regarding all
of the different elements of nature, as
diverging spiritual forces, combining
upon a plane of polarity in the promo-
tlon of all forms of cosmic existence.

Now since experiment and spectram
analysis prove that all the elements en-
tering into chemical combination lose
thelr individuality in the combining
process, we affirm that such phenome-
nont could not obtain, unless,the indl-
vidual atoms per se suppesed to com-
pose an element, lost their individual
polarity in the change taking place.
IIence, if atoms lose their individual
polarity in combining processes, the
atomic theory as postulated, is an im-
possibility. I have not time in an ar-
ticle of this character to trace the in-
herent and diverse funection of some of
these spirjtual  elements, as demon-
strated in nll forms of chemical combi-
nation known, but may find time to say
something nlong this line in the columns
of The Progressive Thinker a little
later on.

People lose much valuable thme in
seeking for some kind of a god. or a
“just cause,” that is clatmed to operate
matter and force. Since all of the man-
ifestations of nature are those of co-
‘related or associated causes. this search
for a specinl cause within the domain
of nature must ever prove a failure. If
the time spent in search of an overrul-
ing flrst cause had Leen employved in
tracing the varying functions of tlie ele-
mental forces of nature, as manifest in
the order of their combination, our civ-
ilization long ago would hiave found
“the divine” and “the sublime,” in na-
ture’s spiritaal forces, and in their art
of combination, rather, than in a “first
great cause.” Hence the grand indue-
tlons of science would not be perjured
by the liars add fakirs in the pulpit as
they are to-day by those who preach
and teach the most absurd fallacles
and impossibilities, from the curse of
Adamn-and the ground, to the saving
grace of Lelief in the progeny of an
adulterous God, - - ‘

So I do not hesitate to say to Brother
Rice and all his constituency, that
when it can'be shown how the Jew
God or any pagan deity could make
“time” and “space” and “mathemat-
leg,” 1 will demonstrate by unimpeach-
able-data, that all of these together
with the spiritual elements of anture,
are self-existent, ay eterual principles
‘of CORMON, - - o

The Molecular Hypothesis 6f Natuire,
then, predicated upon the spiritual
forces of nature and their .eternal co-
relations, has never befote been volced;
nor has any writer ever adduced Trom
the spititual character of tiattre’s ele-
ments, the close and adatural relation-
ship the mortal holds to a- world or
realm of invisible infelligence. Wher
you say that “the same things have
been said over and oveér ngain. and the
facts of molecular vibration, attraetion.
afftulty, 1hythm and hatmory are well
knowsi and admitted,” based pre.
sumably upott a materialistle postit:’
late~the ntomic theor§, you dre as far
off-as yot are i yotir Cofiteptions of

the age of the atomlc theoty. Kor it

i,this offiée.  Price, clofhi; 8L - _

such reasoning be not baged upon a
spiritual hypothesis, the order of data
and sequences are wanting, by which
the facts of our relation to intelligence
béyond the grave are demonstrated.
Now, Brother Rice, your quotation
from Spencer {8 a surprise to me; and
I.am too much of an admirer of Spen-
cer’s literary genius, to allow your
statement of his thought to go un-
challenged, Here is what you make
him say: '
“Fwenty-five years ago, many writers
upon science and plilosophy, took the

same stand as Prof. Lockwood {That

is not tirue.], but tlelr materialistic
attitude received a fatal shock when
Spencer, the brainiest of them all,
startled them with his final conclusion
that back of the molecule, and back of
the motion he recognived an unknown
force, that demonstrated
purpose, and in his magnificent awe
and honesty, he named it the -~Un-
kuowable,” o

With the volume of Spencer referred
to, before me, I fail to find any such
reclless statement, To show the read-
ers of 'The Progressive Thinker the in-
congruities of such a thought, allow me
to transpose the sentende, “Back of
the molecule, and back of the motion,
he recognized an unknown foree that
demounstiated the Unknowable, and in
his magnificent awe -and houesty, e
namped {t intelligent purpose.”’ Thus, he
named the “Unknowabie,” ““intelligent
purpose.” This is a good place for the
readers of The Progressive Thinker-to
take time to smile; - . : ’

If it can be shown ihat Spencer ever
made such a senseless  statement ns
that accredited to ilm by Mr, Rice; we
would sea to him that, If he was in
search of the unknown, he eould find it
in exygen, how, being what science
calls & chemical element, and Brother
Rice and his compeers sneeringly call
“materiallstic,” mere “chemical ac-
tion," yet it is the breath of all forms
of bio-plasmatie life. It must be very
humiliating for “a Soul in quality and
character like God,” to be sustained
during human embodiment, by breath-
ing “materinlistlc oxygen," drinking a
“chemical ecompound” composed of
oxygen and hydrogen, and eating crude
matter called bread, composed of car-
bon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen, albu-
minous substances, starch, sugar, salt,
hydrochloric acld and fai—a mere
chemical process, “crude and materinl-
istle,” What an insult to a soul in Hs
higher embodiments, and 1o the “(fod
of the Infiniverse” NBe g thinker,
Brother Rive, and when you hear a
speaker ranting about these forces of
nature, calling them “mnterialistic,”
and sneeringly refer to other speakers
as “materialistic Spiritualists,” “psen-
do scientists” and the likke, because
these other spenkers can see in these
spiritual forces of nature the formula
of n spiritual universe, think how lost
to reason and common sense. this rapt-
ing against the forces that enter into
and promote the sublime processes of
nature, no matter what name men of
sclence may have given them. If My,
Spencer did not find enough of the “un-
known” in tracing these co-relations of
the spiritual forces of nature to pro-
cesses sustaining the life of the sou)
during its evolution in the physical
body, he could find it, and receive a
tremor or two of awe by investigating
more deeply “Isomeric bodles,” or how
a healthy food or fluld can be changed
into a deadly compound by the addition
of a single element of nature, And for
real “Simon pure” “magnatic awe” and
“jutelligent purpose” comblned nnd re-
reveiled, we would recommend him 1o
the investigation of five-legged lambs,
six-legged calves, infants with two
heads and three legs, infants with no
legs, infants with the head of a dog, a
sheep, or a monkey, which “Intelligont
purpose,” presumably stuck on in the
flurry and pressure of business. This
investigation will arouse “magnificent
awe,” if it does not disclose “intelligent
purpose.”

But to affirm that a mind like Spen-
cer's ever wrote 8o carelessly worded g
paragraph as that submitied by Mr.

Rice, shakes one’s contidence in human

probity,

Prof. Dolbear’s vortex ring theory
was closely read by the writer of this
shortly after its publication. We have
also read Deseartes “Principia Philo-
sopline,”” in which “he atiempts to
prove the rotation of the planets about
the sun by the hypothesis of vortices
whirling about 1he central body."” Many
such writers depend upon wmetaphysics
rather ihan mathematics, and their
theories have received fatal blows,
from such minds as Stokes, and exper!-
mentalists like Helmholtz and Sir W.
Thompson, formerly president of tihe
British  Assoclation of Sclence. It
Brother Rice would read “down” as
well as “up,” backward in ihe history
of the past, as well as the progressive
minds of the day. and above all, his die-
tionary, bhe would not round me up with
his Calvinistic spirit, by insisting that T
should use his language and formula of
words. rather than my own, But, 1 beg
pardon! I forgot his religious bias and
belief. I must have charity, since he
may be that Saint, in his present em-
bodiment,

As both Mr. Rice and the Professor
have had their “fay” in regard to an
“Immanent God,” ete., we will let the
discussion end here for the present.—
Lditor.

“Religlon as Revealed by the Mate
rial and Spiritual Universe. By E. D,
Babbitt, M. D., LL.D.” A compact
and comprehensive view of the guph-
ject; philosophic, lhistoric, analytical
and critical; facts and datn needed by
every student and especially by every
Spiritualist. One of the very best
books on the subject. Price, reduced
to §1, cloth; paper, 50 ceuts. For palp
at this office. _

“Arcana of Nawre; or the History
and Laws of Creation,” By Hudson
Tattle,. A well-known and most pro.
tound treatise, Cloth, $§1. For sale ag
this offive,

" LI RN
“The World Beautiful” By Lillan
Whiting. Most excellent in their high
and eclevating spiritunlity of thought,
Serles 1, 2, and 3, each complete in it-
self. Price, cloth, $1 per volume, For
gale at this office.

“From Night to AMorn, or An Appeal
to the Baptist Church.” By Abby A,
Judson. Gives anaccount of heér experl-
ence in passing from the old faith of her
parents to the light and knogvledge of
Spiritualism. It Is written ih a sweet

‘gpirit, and is well adapted to place in

the hands of Christian people. Price
15 cents. Co :

“Wedding Chimes, By Delpha Pearl

‘Hughes® A tasty, beautiful nid ap-

propriate wedding souvenir. Contains
marriage ceremony; martiagé certifi-

“cate, ete,, with choice matter.in poetry

and prose, - Specially designed for the

‘uge of the Spiritualist and Liberal min.

Istry. Price $1. TFor sale at this office,

. wAfter Her Death. The Sty of a
_Sumupief.”

By .Lilian Whitlig. Ko
mind that loves spifitual thought can
fail to be fed and delighted with this
book. - Bedatiful spiritual thotight, com.
blhing ddvaficéd idedis ou the finer and
ctlisrenl fhises of Bpiritualism, léading
the mind onivard {fito the puréf atmos:
phiere of exalted spifitual tfuth, A
book for the highet life. Fof silé at

intelligent |

the subjects treat

Dr. E, D. Babhit's Works

A largo book, royal 8vo, with over 200 engrs
and colored piatea. Prico ¢5.000r $5.83 with
orexpressage. Price in masalve half-Rusaia binding,
5 centa extra,
“Au fmposing volume of nearly 600 pages. Bhowa @
gfﬂt amount of te:euc&z‘m thetpaxét ?f :{xg mﬁ%o&
Proye & great acq on to Bclentifio
rles."~N, Y. B‘erald. Hore
‘It seems to 1me to be the foremost aclentific wopl -
of this or any othor oge.—Frankiln Bmith, Mags, .

Human Culture and Cure
Insix parts, four parts belng alrcady fssued. Prlcg
for each, postpaid, 75 cents. .

Part 1. “ThePhilosoply of Cure,” including Meths
ofdsand Instruments,

“The *Principies of Light and Color’ is {n every re-
epect magterly, and *Human Culture ahd Cure' ugyeun
to be not less remarkable."~Dr, Pascal, 12 Rue Picot,
Toulon, Frauce.

Part I1.  “Marrlage, Sexual Development and Sp- -
cial Upbullding."

“Tho usual heavy volumes fssued by medical gue
thors do not contaln a Hiho of the practical {nformae
tion that is included in Dr.Babbitt's work."—Progresge
fre Thinker. -

Parts 111 and IV in one volume, $1.50, postpald.—
Covers wonderfu) ground, includiug Mental Sclence,
Phreno-Physiognomy, Peychometry. Hypunat{sm (ex-

lained for the first tlwe); Clalrvoyance, Nervouy

‘orce, Insanity, ete. .

‘Health and Power,

““Worth 1ts welght in diamonds,” Price, Oloth, 25cts,
Religion, as Revealed by the Material
and Spiritual Universe.
Dlustrated, 878 pages; price, poptpald, cloth, $1.10;

. peper o,

No work upon the same subject has ever exceeded
in lnterest this book of alinost fuestimable value, ¥,
J. Wilbourn, M. D., says: "I have read soveral works,
some of which are wortl thelr welght fn gold, such as -
thoso -written by Epes Bargent, G. B. Stebbine, Marla
King, eto..bot Babblit's Rellglon, in some respects,
{ar transoends them all."'~—Bpiritusl Ofering. |

For sate at this oflco.

Bn 0 KS by Carlyle Petersilea,
Given by automatio writing through

the author's medfumship. :

The Discovered Country—$1. L

A narrative of the personal exgerlences in spirit-lte .-
of the suthor's father, who had betn a natural philoge
opher and a materialfst.

Mary Anne Carew—Oloth, 1.
Experiences of the autbor's mother In spirit-life,
Philip Carlisie—Cloth, $1. - -

A deep philosophical romance by the band of guldes,”
the subfect of the title bclng ascientific young pbils
osopher, who is & medtum; his chief opp 8 befog
& clergyman and a materfalist.

Oceanides—Paper Cover, BO ots.

A sclentific novel based on the phllosophy of ilfe,
&8 seen from the epirft side. For salo at ofice of The .
Progressive Thinker. K

JESUS CHRIST A FICTION.

Founded upon the Mfe of Apollontus of Tyena, °
The Pagan priests of TWome originated Christianity,
New and startling dlsclosures by its founders, and. :*
full explapstions by anclent splrits, Price, paper, s0¢,

Healing, Causes and Effects. .

By W. P. Phelon, M. D. Deals with the finer .
i-)xr?nulwand spiritual forces s applled to healing.
ce, 50¢, ;

THE SPIRITUAL WREATH.

A collection of words snd music for the choir, cone
gregation aud soctal cfrele. By 8. W. ‘fucker. Come
yrises sixty or inore gems of song. Price, 2c. .

Aryan Sun Myths, the Origin of
Religions, .

By Sarah E. Titcomb. With an introductfon by
Clha{lle‘u Morriy, author of “The Aryan Race.” Price,
clotl, §1. al

FROM DREAMLAND SENT. .

A volume of Poems. By Lilian Whiting. Cloth, .

.23
MAXHAM’S MELODILES.

Songs Sacred and Becular. Ry A. J. Maxham,
Thirty-two pages of sweet songs and musjc, The
author and compiler {s we!l known as a Spiritual
slnger and composer. Price, 23c.

The Law of Correspondence A.p-‘
plied to Healing. i

A course of scven practical lessous. By W, J,
Colville. Limp cloth, 5uc.

Zelma, the Mystic, or White Magic 1

Versus Black.

By Alwyn M. Thurber, Occult philosophy clothed .-
in story form; aima to give a better understanding of -
magic, black and white. 880 large pages. Cloth, §1.25,

The Spiritual Body Real,

Views of Paul, Wesley and others Valuable tes.
timonles of modern clairvoyants, Witnesses of the -
separation of 1ho spiritual body from the dying -
physical forn. By Giles B. Stebbine. Price, 10¢,

FORTY-FOUR LECTURES.

By Col. R. G, Ingersoll. Cloth, 01.

MAN THE MICROCOSM.

His Infinite and Divine Relations, Intuition—The
Light Within. By Glles B. Stebbins. Prics, i0c.

FAITH OR FACT.

Tllustrating confiict between credulity and vitalized
thougbt, etc. By Henry M. Taber, 1th a preface
by E,OI' Robert G. Ingersoll. Cloth, 8. A valuable
wor

Contrasts in Spirit Life; -
And Recent Expericnced_of Samus! Bowles in the
First Filve Spheres, Etc. Written through the hand
of Carrie E. 8. Twing. Iaper, 80c.

Studies in the Outlying Fields of
Psychic Science.

To which {s added Spiritusl Phenomena: How toine
vestigsto thelr various phases; how to form circles
and develop mediumship; an absolute test of genuine
mediumship. By Hudson Tuattle,

A wost excellent work. Kvery Spiritualist should
have Jt. Price, cloth, 75c. i

POEMS OF THE LIFE BEYOND
AND WITHIN.

Volces from many lands and centurles, saying. “Man,

thou shait never die.” An excellent svlection,ed- L

ited nud complied by Giles B. Stebbins. Cloth, 81,

A Few Words About the Devil,
And Other Essays.

By Charies Bradiaugh. With the story of hislita
a3 told by himself, and the history of his parliamen- -
tary strugglo. With portrait. Paper, 50c, E

Your Ruling Planet Discaovered

by Astrology.

By Prof. G. W. Canningham, Devoted to the study
af Astrology and fis laws. Price, 25¢.

THREE SEVENS,

A Btory of Anclent Initlafons, By the Phelons;
Plluﬁltutlnz tke Hermetic Philosophy. Price, cloth,

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF
PROGRESS,

A Lecture delivercd at the Freethinker's Inter-_.'
mations! Congress, Chicago, I, October, 1833, By
Suean H. Wixon. Price, J0c.

Woman: A Lecture Delivered to
Ladies Only. -

By Mrs. Dr. Halburt. On the Vcsent} status of .
~woman, physically, mentaily, morslly and spirituslly,. =
gp’e dl;c?e law of true harmonisl marrisge, etc,

ce, 1 R .

THE WOMAN'S BIBLE. PARTIL -

Judges, Eings, Prophets and Aposties. Comments.
on the 01d and New Testaments, from Joshua td Rev-
clation, The ocomuents are Keen, bright. epley, full .
of wit, the work of radical thinkers, whbp are not .
Ignorant of the higher erlticlsm, There ts notadull-
page. Paper, tc. .

THE RELIGION OF SCIENCE,

Ry Dr. Pan) Carus. Very thoughtful end Intoresting,
Paper, 2ic, ’

INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRITS,

A real viett with friends on the other ede of life,

and s famillar talk. By spirit Samucl Bowles: Care- | - °
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