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Ladies and Gentlemen: -
" It becomes my pleasant duty to sub-
- mit for your consideration my anunual
report as president of the National
fSpiritualists’ Association of the United
States -of America and Dominion of
Canada, for the year ending October
20, 8. B. 51. I deem it a high privilege,
inasmuch as this is the fifth time I
have had the honor to present to the
Annual Conventions of the Natonal
Assoclation a report of this kind. 1 ap-
proach the duty recognizing the grave
vesponsibility connected herewith, and
fully appreciating the gravity of the
situation to-day.

RETROSPECTIVE.

It is fitting at the outset that we
should glance in retrospect over the
year that has gone from us forever
since we last met in convention, It has
been & most eventful year, with sue-
cesses and failures plentifully Inter-
spersed fu its work. The nation at
large has never had to contend with a
greater stringency in its monetary
affairg in all its bistory than during the
past twelve months, A great war has
been fought to a successful finish dur-
M ing a portion of the year, and while
; victory has crowned American arms, It

lhas not brought relief to the stngnated

arteries of trade, nor has it enabled the

Jeomanry of Ameriea to find a market

for their Iahor at living wages, On the

whole, save where the United States
government has placed contracts for
army and. navy supplies, times are
harder than they were when 1 st had
ilie honor to address you. The surin-
. geney of the times has had much to do
with  the present unfavoerable con-
ditions found to-day in a majority of
our Spiritualist socleties. When busi-
ness is at a standstill, labor without
employment, and capital idle, it is ensy
to see why our socleties have suffered
as they have,
LIBERTY.

The past year has been one of strug-
gle for liberty in many secctions of the
v globe. England has fought a great bat-
tle against compulsory vacceination, and
the people have triumphed in the con-
test, They are now no longer compelled
to - submit to the poisoning of their
blood throngh the introduction of vac-
cine virus into their veins, unless they
choose to do so. It gives me great
pleasure to be able to report that the
man who led in this good work, Mr.
William Tebb, is one of the leading
Spiritualists in England. I recommend
that this convention take steps toward
placing our American States on the
same ‘broad Dbasis now occupled by
England,

In America attempts have been made
to deprive the people of thelr liberties
through stringeiit amendments to exist-
ing medical monopoly laws. In some
States the people lost, while in others
they were signally ‘successful in the
struggle. In Massachusetts the battle
was long and fierce, The cause of the
people was championed by the Spirit-
nalists and liberalists of all denomina-
tions. and a Spiritualist led the battle
before the Slate Legislature. He was
able to call to his assistance such in-
valuable aids as Rev, B. Fay Mills,
Prof. Willlam James, Judge Thomas I.
Grover, and Hon, I*, W. Kittredge,
with whose aid a great vietory was
won for the people. Legislation was
had In other States upon this same
question. In some of them the Spirit-
ualists made themselves felt through
their organizations, while in others the
encmies of liberty had their own way.
The question of medical freedom is
coming up during the present season
before the Legislatures of many States,
therefore 1 recommend that this con-
vention take suitable action with re-
gard to the matter.

RELIGION.

The year just closed bas Deen a re-
markable one in respect to religion.
The advanced utterances of Rev. B.
Fay Mills, Rev. Lyman Abbott, and
Rev. R. Heber Newton have been taken
up by the secular press, commented
upon and sent broadcast aver the lang.
A ‘The statements of these progressive,
fearless men have had a marked effect
upon public opinion, and wroqght a
good work in the direction of liberal-
fsm. Many of the leading thinkers in
the Presbyterian church bave found
their creed too narrow for them, and
have forsaken the paths of orthodoxy
to follow a Droader highway of re-
.~ liglous thought. Prefessors Briggs and
o McGiffert have stirred  the I'res-

byterian body from centre to circum-
ference by boldly proclaiming their ac-
ceptation of other forms of faith. Other
scholars in that body have had occa-
sion to question the historical and sci-
entific accuracy of thie Bible, the result
of which has been or will be trials for
heresy of many of the brightest schol-
ars in orthodoxy. This persecution of
progressive men will surely result fa-
vorably to the cause of liberalism in re-
ligion. In fact, this is already appar-
ent, when such men as Rev Dr. De
Costa of New York feel constrained to

_ bewail the fact that the American peo-

- ple are not as religlous as they once
“- were, and that fifty millions and more

.pow have no ¢hurch home. T hail all
of these evidences as signs of promise
in the sky of progress.
. PROF. RICHARD HODGSON--SIR
SR WILLFIAM CROOKES.

: " One great sensatfon was caused a
_few months ago by the publication of
the report of Prof. Richard Hodgson of
the English Psychical Research So-
clety, in which he frankly admits his

-, _conversion to Spiritualism. -This state-

ment of Prof. Hodgson was commented

ing October 20, 1838,

upon by the secular press all over the
globe, and his declaration In favor of
Spiritualism has had a marked effect
for good upon the public mind. 1t has
not only strengthened Spiritualism, but
it has created s new interest in psy-
chical research, and led both materinl-
ists and Cliristians to take a deeper in-
terest in psychice science. It Is also in
point here to siate that Prof. William
James of Harvard, instructor in psy-
chology in that great university, de-
votes one-third of his forty-five lectures
upon psychology to spiritual phenom-
enn, Some of the professors in other
nlitversities in the United States have,
during the past year, also taken up this
subject and devoted from one-third to
one-half of their time to spiritualistic
phienomena in their relation to the sei-
ence of psychology.

As Spiritualists, we should rejoice at
these signs of promise, and extend &
hearty welcome to Prof. Hodgson, who
bas so bravely proclaimed his convic-
tions 1o the world. Another notable
event of the past year has been the ele-
vation of Prof, Sir William Crookes to
the presidency of the British Associa-
tion of Sciences. Prof. Crookes' posi-
tion with regard to Spiritualism was
well known, yet his opinions upon that
subject did not prevent his unanimous
election. e did not, after his election,
keep silent with regard to his convie-
tons, but sald, *I elecet to speak,” and
holdly proclahwed his adherence to his
published opinions of four and twenty
years ngo. With a pronounced Spirit-
ualist at the head of that great soviol)’,
our cause throughout the world cannot
fail to be henefitted thereby. Many
other distinguished men, as well as
gome of the most eminent women in
our land, have also come to the front,
frankly admitting thelr conversion to
the truths of Spiritualtsm. I congratu-
late you upen these signs of promise,
and recommend that your honorable
body tuke steps toward an alignment
with these eminent thinkers who are
now championing our cause.

PEACE.

At this point I am constralned to call
your attention to a matter in which I
believe every true Spiritualist is inter-
ested. Spirvitualism is the religlon of
peace, tlre science of civilization, and
the philosophy of humaun brotherhood.
Suel being the case, every Spiritualist
is interested in securing and maintain-
ing peace amoung the natons of the
carth, Great standing armies, large
and cxpensive navies are menaces to
the peace of the world. The Czar of
Russin has asked the nations of IZurope
to take steps to reduce their national
armaments in the interests of peace
and civilization. 1 believe it is our
duty to make some recognition of this
act of the Czar. the more so because
our nation. the United States of Amerl-
ca, Is comsidering the question of main-
taining a large and expensive standing
army, as well as a navy of immense
proportions. 1 carnestly recommend
that this bonorable body enter its earn-
est  protest against this policy, and
carnestly plead for a peace footing for
America, 1 also recommend this con-
vention make some declaration with
regard to the gquestion of Imperialism,
now threatening the peace and stability
of our nation. Amerlea should lead in
the arts of peace, and Spiritualists be-
lieving in the religion of peace should
not hesitate to offer advice in regard to
its maintenance. 1 therefore recom-
mend that a memorial be presented to
President MeKinley, requesting him to
recommend in his fortheoming message
to Congress that an International I'eace
Congress be called to consider ways
and means by which all nations of the
earth may be placed upon a peace
basis. This may seem ag if we woere
advising upon a great matter, but Spir-
ftualism is greater than any other,

| hence involves every question relating

to human progress. Therefore it is not
out of place to offer advice upon the
best way to secure universal peace.

DISCOURAGING SIGNS.

1 wish I could pass over tbe signs of
discouragement that have floated into
the sky of Spiritualisin during the past
year. They are not, on the whole, quite
as numero''s as are the signs of en-
courageme! t, yet they are such as to
demand y ur considerate attention.
The first of these is the sad condition
of the vast majority of our local so-
cieties. Very few of them paid ex-
penses during the past year, and came
out with money in the treasury. Less
than twenty can be counted as having
weathered the financial gale and
storms of opposition, and sailed into
the harbor of safety with a cash bal-
ance on the right side. The condition
of our loecal societies is deplorable. The
salaries of our speakers and mediums
have been Dlaced at the lowest possible
figures, and no man wholly dependent
upon the Spiritual platform for a live-
libood, can -support himself, and a
family upon the~income therefrom.

During the pdst year mauy local so-
cleties have passed out of cxistence.
Some of them have died {rom wounds
inflicted by the members. who quar-
reled among themselves, others froni
the loss of some favored leader, who
paid all the bills, others from the lack
of interest on the part of the members,
others from the financial stringency oc-
casioned by the war, and destruction

.of huginess. A few-new local societies

have been -formed, ‘but the number is
much' ginaller than®it was. during the
preceding year. There-dtfe causes for
these conditions which I believe you, as
delegates to this convention, should de-
termine, and find and apply proper
remedies. The hard times has been a

great factor in bringing the cloud over

‘subscription  Dbooks,

National Spiritualists” Association.

 Annual Repor of fhe Prsident, Harison 0, Baret, for the Year Ent

Spiritualism, but it is not the sole cause
of the trouble, The seMish attempt to
make each speaker and medium pay
the hall rent and inusic for the soclety,
as well as his own salary, is the chief
cause of the difficulty. In the churches
the clergymen are not expected to pay
their way through a ten-cent door fee,
nor through collections. They have
in  which their
members write their names, pledging
S0 much meoney per month to the sup-
port of thelr religion.

Spirftualists have sneered at this
method in far too many cases, and have
engerly sought to make the outside
public pay for their Spiritualism. They
have placed a ten-ceut fee at the door
and thereby reduced their religion to
the level of dime museum freaks, with
the hope that they would not have to
suerifice one dollar for Spiritualism. It
has been a virtual attempt to get some-
thing for nothing on the part of many
who profess to be Spiritualists. This
evil can be remedied Ly & change in the
plan of work. Open subscription books
and ask each Spiritualist in the city or
town to pledge what he can afford for
the support of his religion, The charge
that all Spiritualists are poor is false
in every respect. Many of us are not
rich, byt there is not a professed Spirii-
ualist in this country to-day outside of
the almshouse who is not able to give
from one to five dollars per year {o the
support of the cause, That they do not
do it, is due to the fact that they have
depended upon others to do it for them,

SETTLEMENT OF SI'EAKERS,

Another measure that will help to re-
vive local societies is the settlement of
speakers. I am pleased to be able to
report progress in this direction during
the past year. Washington, D. C., Co-
lumbus, Olfo, 8t. Louis, Mo., IFort
Worth, Texas, Brooklyn, N, Y., Galves-
ton, Houston and San Antonio, Texas,
First Association, Philadelphia, Pa.,
and a few socleties in California have
settled their speakers for a term of
months or for a full yenr. By this
method Spiritualism can exert some in-
fluence in cach loeality, whereas the
itinerant system destroys every atom
of good that is accomplished from
month to month. I amw glad to note the
change in the instances mentioned, and
I respeetfully recommend that this
Association place itself on record as fa-
voring the adoption of this progressive
poliey, and urge all loeal societies to
give it a trial

Another cause for the degeneracy of
our local societies can be found in the
indifference of the officers and mem-
hers of thie snme as to the ability, char-
acter and standing of those whom they
employ as spedakers and  mediums,
Those who could and would draw the
largest crowds have been given em-
ployment even if they did not possess
the rudigyents of an eduecation, or were
wholly devold of moral principle. 1f
they could give phenomena, it did not
matter whether those phenomena were
gennine  or  spurious  provided they
brought out tlie peqple who were will-
ing to pay ten vc“-,;gul the door to see
the show. Indeed, in some cases ]
know where officers "and members of
cortain local societies have offered to
furnish the medfum with a supply of
startling tesls in order that the people
might be induced to céme out in large
numbers and pay the expenses of the
meeting. Under these conditions it is
not surprising that such local socleties
have lost prestige and gone out of ex-
istence, If we cannot have an honest
Spiritualism, honestly supported and
honestly presented to the world, we
bLad better have none at all.

QUALITY AND QUANTITY.

1 Velleve we should urge the people
to-day to consider the quality as well as
the quantity of phenomena of all kinds
preseuted in the name of Spiritualism,
As speakers we should have men and
women capable of instructing the peo-
ple, whose work should be such as to
uplift humanity, and not {o gratify the
curiosity or flatter the vanity of a few.
To-day too many of our local societies
pander to the idea that the people in
attendance want amusement rather
than iostruction, and entertainment
rather than spiritual illumination. With
such a spirit in the ascendancy, it is not
strange that tables upon the platforms
of a large number of Spiritualist so-
cletics resemble a pawnbroker's shop,
rather than an article for use and orna-
mentation. With settled speakers this
glaring fault can be overcome, and our
Spiritualist meetings restored to their
pristine dignity and power. Psychom-
etry is a science, and descrves better
{reatment than it receives at the hands
of the average showman, who uses it
as a means to fill his pockets with cash
at the expense of his victims.

Many local societies report losses in
membership since our last annual meet-
ing. Thoughtful people have, in many
instances, withdrawn from societary
work because the platform talent em-
ployed was mot able to supply them
with mental and ?iritunl food. Others
have gone becaufe of the degeneracy
of the meetings to the level of a fifth-
rate tbeatrical performance. and took
this method to express their dis-
approval of the implied insult to Spirit-
ualism. The Unitarian and other lib-
eral churches have profited by these
withdrawals from our ranks, and the
money that should be devoted to the
building up of a clean, wholesome, pro-
‘gressive Spiritualism, is. paid into -the
coffers of organizations whose aims

"amd -objeéts are diamettically .opposed

to our cause. I urge you, as members
of this convention, to find_some remedy
for this ill, and seek to practically
apply the same. :

+ FRAUD AND CHICANERY.

The que_stion of fraud and chicanery
has “been "constantly before the people
during the past year, and their preva-
lence has been so0 great as to haye
caused feelings of despair to sweep
over our ablest workers. It is most
discouraging to reallze that men uud
women of intelligence prefer the shad-
ows of Spiritualisyn to its substunce;
yet their blind workhip of all kinds of
phencmens, even ‘yhen such ure proved
to be spurious, is’disheartening. 1t is
useless for me to enter into a detailed
account of the hmmbuggery practiced
in the name of Spiritualism. 1f I did,
some of you would accuse me of falsi-
fying, while others would become com-
pletely disheartened with regard to
their work for our cause. The fraud
question is a erying evil, and can well
be likened ta a glgantic octopus whose
feelers rench into the vevy souls of our
friends in every city on the contiuent,
to drag forth their heart-gecrets and
sorrows to proclaim them to the world
as tests of spirit-power. Many me-
diums, speakers and laymen are in-
volved in this unholy work., A secret
brotherhood has Dbeen formed by the
unscrupulous ones, whe perhaps ac-
tually possess sowme genuine medial
powers, when put to the test, for the
express purpose of filling thelir pockets
with money wrung from their fellow-
men through the profunation of their
sacred loves. 1 have mnot time to de-
scribe to you in minutise the modus
operand! of this secret alliance, but its
infinence is too widespread for any one
of you present to-day to be unaware of
its existence. Nellow-delegates, do not
misunderstand me; I kuow there is
such a thing as true nmdiumship,/aud
because there is, T feel it to be our
duty to protect and defend it. The
phenomena  of ‘Spiritualisin  are all
founded in fact, and the counterfeiting
of the same is to me positive proof that
the genuine lies behind them,

The lack of systematic organization
is the chief cause of the prevalency of
the counterteit spiritual coin. Those
wlo present it usually have nothing to
lose and everything to gain in respect
to charaeter, henee do not mind a dezen
genuine exposes, for they are adver-
tised thereby, and are coddled even
more fondly by eredulous Spiritualists.
With no organizations back of then,
they, can go on with their nefarious
work of deceivipg the people, ad libi-
tum, laughing iu derisive scorn at the
gullibility and squl. agonles of their
dupes, The factis,that ine majority of
Spiritualists have put & premium upon
fraud through their desire to witness
extraordinarily marvelous manifesta-
tions. They have bought the counter-
felt phenomena at a high price, and
paid for them with their heart's best
blood. But it is of no avall to dwell
upon this subject at length. The line
of demarkation bhetween the geuuine
and spurious phenomena i§ a very deli-
cate one, and I eannot draw it for you
without a surer compass than that of
fickle public opinion to guide me. If
all Spiritualists would unite to do a
thorough work In lhouse-cleaning, ap-
plying liberal quantities of the soap of
common sense, well rubbed in by the
muscles of honesty, the fraud question
would soon be settled, Then the blue
test books, materializing paraphernalla,
bogus spirit-photographs, jugglery and
other travesties upon geouine plienom-
ena would soon diBappear.

AN IMPORTANT POINT.

1 cannot dismiss this question with-
out touching briefly upon one import-
ant point conneeted with it. T helieve
we ought to plage such  safeguards
around our mediums As will protect
them from want and physical suffer-
fug, so that they will not be tempted to
resort {o trickery in order to obtain
money with which to buy bread. To-
day, owing to our lack of organization,
aud our overweening desire to witness
the marvelous, our genuine mediuw is
placed at a fearful disadvantage. He
sees the fakir drawing the patronage of
the people, while he is in need of food.
1 do not wonder that he Is tempted to
follow the unholy example set him by
the trickster, nor will any one do so
who has ever felt the pangs of hunger,
1 recommend, therefore, that this con-
ventlon place itself on record as favor-
ing the taking care of mediums, Iu-
stend of going to them and buying a
dollar's worth of spiritual wares, let us
take care of them as the oracles of old
were cared for by their friends, and
mike them to feel that they are in no
danger of coming to want. Then, and
not until then, can we ever have an
assurance that we sball receive the
genuine proof of spirit return through
very many of our mediums,

Directly allied with the fraud ques-
tion, is one the delicacy of which js so
great as to give me many misgivings
as to the best methods of dealing with
it, or even of discussing it. I VLelieve
that this convention should have a
word to say upoun the question as to
who should occupy the platforms of
Spirituallsm. We ery out against fraud,
and denounce cotunterfeiting most vig-
orously, yet will placé before the public
those whose moral characters are at
least open to susplclon. I do not be-
lieve in denouncing fraudulent me-
diums, unless we dl3o denounce fraud
among speakers. In other words, I had
rather deal with a downright trickster
in medfumship, than pose as an apolo-
gist for Oscar Wi]de, H. B. IFoulke, and
their satellifes:: We shaquld at least be
consistent enough to dethand character
in all.and: for il of our workers, hence
I feel tliat:those who see fit to engage
in_all kinds.of:¢gimes figainst nature,
should nof.be tountefanced as ex-
ponents, of*. Spiritual philosophy. The
youth of Atnerica are our wards, and I
believe it to be gur duty !to denounce all
crimes against them in'the interests of
a higher .@omﬁgy. .

. N. B’A. WORK. .
The officers of the N.”S. A. have not’
been - idle during the: past ‘twelve

.months, although there has been less

missionary -work done than in any pre-
vious “year. Several very successful
mass -meetings have been held from

‘which good returns have been made to

our treasury. Quite a number of so-

cieties have chartered with the Na-

tional body, but I regret to say the

pumber is much smaller than it has
: ~

been in any year in the history of the
N. B. A. I attribute this falling off to
the absence of missionary work in its
behalf, Speakers and platform workers
have called upon us for aid in securing
half-rates over the several lines of rail-
road, all of whom, when found to be
entltled to the same, had no trouble in
having their claims allowed.

SUPPRESSION OF FREE SPEECH.

The suppression of Spiritualistic
meetings- at the Soldiers’ Homes in
Dayton, Ohio, and Marion, Ind., has re-
peatedly come before our Association
for action since our last convention, 1
wrote the Secretary of War, General
Alger, for information on the subject.
He referred the matter to the National
Board of Managers of the Soldiers’
Homes, from whom I learned that the
meetings of the Spiritualist soldiers at
Dayton were guppressed because of n
division among the members of the
Spiritualist seciety there, which had
ultimated in open quarrel between the
two factions, 1n the interests of peace
and hannony, the manager of <the
Home had seen fit to suppress all Spir-
itualistic meetings in the halls or upon
the grounds connected with the Dayton
Home. I'ree speech in veligion can be
suppressed with lmpunity at Dayton
simply because the Spiritualists are the
only ones hurt by it. 1 rote the au-
thorities, miso, in-regard to the sup-
pression of our meetings at Marion,
Ind., and was informed that my letter
of inquiry had been received, and
would be given due atteation. That is
the last I have heard from Marion.

In order to reach these cases we had
recourse only to the National Board of
Managers, several of whose meetings I
have personally tried to attend, or have
requested other members of our Board
to do s0. We tried, especially, to rench
e meetings at Norfolk, Virginia, but
owing to lack of funds in our treasury,
we were unable to do this. We then
tried to appear before the Board at its
Washington meeting, but our Vice-
president, Mrs. Richmond, was in-
fornled that she could not he heard, as
it was a secret meeting, held behind
closed doors. When the managers met
in Boston, I expected to appenr before
them, but Qid not learn the exact date
on which their meeting was to be held
until the next day after it had ad-
journed. The meeting at Dayton, Obhio,
was well advertlsed. 1 wrote Hon. L.
V. Moulton, one of our trustees, asking
him to represent the N. 8. A. in the case
at that meeting. e was unable to do
so and the N. 8. A. could not incur the
expense of a journey from Boston. On
the day of the meeting 1 telegraphed
Jen, W, B, Franklin, president of the
board of managers, asking bim to re-
open the case in behalf of fair play.
The message was received at the Day-
ton Home, but was not presenied to the
bonrd, owing to the temporary absence
of General IFFranklin at the time of its
delivery.

Such is the history in brief of this
important case down to date, I believe
your honorable body of delegates
should take action concerning it. Yeou
should do more than to pass resolu-
tions, and instruet the incoming board
of trustees to move in the matter. You
should diseuss this question at length,
and so endow this Association tinan-
cially that it can do something in the
premises, This is a case of the sup-
pression of free speech in an institution
belonging to the United States, which
is supported by citizens of all shades of
religious belief. T believe the Consti-
tion of the United States is violated by
this action of the Governor of the
Home. We shall be doing injustice not
only to Spiritualism by tamely submit-
ting to this outrage, but also to the sa-
cred rights of man. I earnestly recom-
mend sharp declsive action upon this
question by this convention,

THE JUBILEE,

Pursuant to the instructions of the
two last annual conventions, each time
by a unanimous vote, without the ut-
terance of a single protesting word hy
any one, the semi-centennial anniver-
sary of the advent of Modern Spiritual-
ism was celebrated at Rochester, N. Y,
in the form of an International Jubilec.
The management of this great enter-
prise had been commitied, under in-
structions of the board of trustees, to
Mr. Irank Walker, of IIamburg, N, Y.
His appointment seemed to give good
satisfaction to the Spiritualists of
America, and many expressions of ap-
proval reached the members of the
board of trustees, assuring them that
they had done well to advise the ap-
pointment of Mr. Walker.

The idea of a Jubilee celebration was
first broached to me about two and a
half years ago by our honored vice-
president, at the home of a mutual
friend of hers and mine in Chicago.
Her suggestions met my full and en-
thuslastic approval, and 1 took pains to
embody them in an elaborated form, in
my report for the year 1896. Soon after
our first talk upon this subject, several
writers in The Progressive Thinker,
Banner of Light, and Light of Truth,
among whom may be mentioned our
friend and brother, George W. Kates,
began to advocate the same thing. It
is therefore apparent that the Jubiiee
idea was not a rainbow-colored fancy
of one or two per®vns, but was the earn-
cst, honest thought of many of the
leading minds in our ranks.

At the time of its in¢eption every-
thing was auspicious for a grandly suc-
cessful celebration. The presidential
election was about over. the money
Qquestion was to be rightly settled, and
the nation was to enter upon an era of
prosperity unequalled - in fts history.
Such was the roseate picture presented
to the minds of the friends of the Jubi-
lee. It was thought if such was the
case, ten to twenty thousand Spiritual-
ists would assemble at Rochester to
celebrate -the birth of our great move-
ment. But the promises of 1896 were
not fulfilled; the election gave the na-
tion no financial relief, but rather in-
creased the burdens of the people in

1 that direction. Despite this fact, how-

‘ever, Mr. Walker secured some very |
flattering promises of aid-from wealthy
Spiritualists; as well as from the citi-
zens of Rochester,,that encouraged him
to advise the board of trustees to go!
on with the work. They did so, and
Mr. Walker was made sole manager of
‘the affair, empowered to raise funds

for the expenses of the same, and di-
rected to appoint such assistance us Le
might see fit.

He pushed the work vigorously, and
received encouragement from all see-
tions, whoich led him to believe that
thousands of Spiritualists would surely
vislt Rochester. Suddenly the Spuuish
war broke out, adding to the finaucial
stringency of the times, snd completely
demoralizing business in many sec-
tions of the country. It was then too
late to call a hult upon the Jubilee ar-
rangeinents, because many lmportant
contracts had already been signed, and
too much had been expended in its be-
half to make it pussible to do so. In
addition to these facls came assurances
and promises of attendance that led the
gepetal manager to believe there wounld
surely be several thousaud people pres-
ent when the Jubilee was opened. Ac-
cordingly 1t was held, opening May 25,
and closing June 1. It was at this point
possibly that a great mistake was
made in connection with the Jubilee.
Owing to what seemed to be good and
sufficient  reasons, the date was
c¢hanged from June 1-8 to May 25-June
1. Phis change undoubtedly kept many
people away, and militated agajnst its
stccess. The change was made from
thie best of motives, in order to secure
better accommodations for the meet-
ings of the Jubilee. To what extent
the altering of the original plan injured
the celebration can never be deter-
mined.

The results of the Jubilee are known
fo you all. 1t was n financial failure,
and threw a great burden upon the
shoulders of the General Manager. In
accepting his commission from the N,
S. A., he had signed a contract binding
himselt to turn all surplus funds into
the treasury of the National body, and
to bear all losxses himself in case of a
deficit. This shows his great faith in
the success of the Jubilee, and proves
his devotion to Spiritvalism, He did his
best to make it a financial suceess, but
the hard thyus, the war, and the fail-
ure of man{ people who had proised
to attend, bih'did not do so, proved too
much for him.

Spiritually and  educationally  the
Rochester Jubilee'was one of the grand-
est successes that ever came to Spirit-
ualism. The speakers and mediums in
attendance never did better, and their
utterances found their way into the col-
umns of the secular press in Rochester,
and through the American and United
Press Associations into the columns of
thousands of papers throughout the na-
tion, In this way the Jubilee was a
great educator and spiritual illumin-
ator. The centering of the harmonious
thoughts of the Spiritaalists of the
world upon Rochester 1 believe made a
power for good in the psychie realm
that will in the near future redound to
the good of our cause. 1 feel that s
concept In the Congress of the wisest
spirits in the higher life was prompted
by a desire to bring fu a feeling of good
will and brotherly love among all the
peoples of the earth,

The deficit, outside of the salary of
the general mannger, at the close of the
Jubilee, was about three thousand dol-
lars, one thousand of which has heen
paid to Mr. Walker through dovations
from individual Spiritualists. Three
hundred and twenty dollars of this sum
passed through my hands, for which I
hold Afr. Walker's receipts, Two thou-
sand dollars in round numbers remain
unpaid. It is possible, perhaps, under
Mr. Walker's contract, that this Asso-
cintion is not legally responsible for
this debt. Morally I believe it Is, henee
1 feel that some action should be taken
by this body of delegates, 1 hope two
hundred loyal men and women can be
found who are able and willing to give
ten dollars each to wipe out this indebt-
edness. If they eannot he found, then
surely the N. 8, A. should not allow its
represeniative to bear this loss alone,
I recommend this matter to your con-
slderate attention.

THE BABE WILL.

. Last year I had occasion to say a few
words upon this important topic. It
will be remembered that this will was
being contested by distant relatives of
Mrs. Babe at the time of our last an-
nual convention. I advocated a vigor-
ous defense of the will, and a fuud of
$704.05 had been raised to defray the
expenses of the threatened suits-at-
law, It was found expedient, after
several consultations with the trustee
of the will, Mr. Theodore J. Mayer, to
compromise the two suits that had
been instituted against the will, giving
each of the contestants one-third of the
estate, the N. 8. A. to pay the claim of
Mrs., Emma A. Rice for services ren-
dered the late Mrs. Babe, This propo-
sition was accepted by a majority of
the board of trustees, and the trustee
of the will was directed to affect a set-
tlement upon the terms named. As the
estate consisted chiefly of real estate,
its sale, under the existing financial de-
pression will necessarily be someswhat
delayed. In the cnd. however, the Na-
tional Association will no doubt receive
its share of the procceds of the cstate.
The board of trustees voted to retain
the defense fund of $704.03, or so much
thereof as remained in the treasurer’s
haunds after defraying the legal ex-
penses fncurred up to the time the com-
promise was affected. as a special de-
fense fund for any contested will, or
for the defense of the N, 8. A,, or the
rights of speakers and mediums, I feel
that this was a wise action, and recom-
mend that it receive the approval of
this convention.

MASS MEETINGS.

td

A few mass meetings only have been
held under the auspices of the N. 8, A.
during the past year. The gatherings
at Cleveland, O., Chicago, Iil., and At-
lanta, Ga., were especially successful,
and yielded large financial returns to
the treasury of the N, 8. A. Successful
mass meetings were also held at Marl-
boro, Mass.. and Portsmouth, N. H,
which resulted in great good to the
ecause of Splritualism. Of the results
of the three first named, yon will prob-

ably: hear at length from our vice-pres-

ident -and secretary,.who were in at-

-teidance on each occasion. The Marl-

boro meeting was planned by Dr. G. Q.
B. Ewell, formerly of Colorado, while
the Portsmouth meeting was under the
management of your president. T stll
believe that these mass meetings can

" three associntlons at once chartere

be made a power for good to the N. S
A, If they are properly conducted. .

I therefore recommend that a largen
number of them be Lheld during the
coming year. In so dolng, I ventwre tq
suggest & change in the plan of mane:
agement of the same. 1 suggest that
the local soclety, or societies, he.cons.
sulted with regard to the feasibility off
holding such a meeting, and that eacl
one be given a certain percentage of
tl\)e receipts after all expenses are paid, .
This would prove the willingness of -
the N. 8. A. to render substantia} aid
to local societies, and show that it wag .~
not seeking to tuke away their support.
I also venture to suggesr that it would
Lot be out of place to hold a few spir-
itual rallies in cities aud towns whera -
the people have grown lukewarm i -
thelr interest in Spiritualism, in orden &
that the people may be induced to do -
something for the cause. 'These meets
ings should be held without regard tol ..
financjal returns, save only the defray=
ing of the expenses of the speakers and
wediums employed.

It was decided at the last annual cons
vention that only one member of the -+
board should attend each of the masd -
meetings held under the auspices of the
N. 8. A. This was voted in order that
more of such meetings could be heldy,
and heavy expenses avoided. Owing.
to some unbappy misunderstanding off
this order, it has not been carried out,
for fewer mass meetings have beely
held during the year, and the ialénp
supplied by the N. 8. A, has certainly)
Bot been distributed, .

CAMP-MEETINGS. H

Spiritualist camp-meetings have hes
come prominent factors in the propa-.
gandism of our philusophy during the .
past two decades. They have been ip« o
strumenial o bringing the light of spir-
itual truth home to thousands of peos
ple, and have led some of them to take::
an active interest in local society work: %
upon their return home. There are now:
between tifty-five and sixty of these -
camps in tbe United States, all of
whom can be made auxilinries to the
N. 8. A, if the right steps are takeps
I recommended that special N, 8, AL
days be seeured upon the programs of |
the several camps last year. It wag
done to a limited extent, but was no
as penergl as it should have been, -
visited ten camps personally, at ench @
which I spoke in the interests of organs;
jzation and the N, 8. A, The financia
returns were generous enough to cone
vinee e that there is no better way to.
reacht the people than through specia
days at the camps. Outside of Lake®
Pleasant, Mass.,, where the money was
paid to Secretary Woodbury, who wag
present, 1 have, through my own lee
tures, special collections and appeals
for donations, recelved over four hun-: .|
dred dollars in the name of the N, 8, AL
The expenses connected with this work, 7
covering a period of forty-five days, <
was nearly one hundred and fifty dolk
lars., This shows what missionary ef:
fort and devotion to the cause of or
gauization will do in a small way.
With this policy extended to every -
camp, the N, 8. A, would soon win for '
{tself a large share of the affections of..
the people,

The camps visited by me were Har-—"
wich, Lake Pleasant and Onset, Masg,, -
Queen City Park, Vi, Niantie, Conn,, -
Cassadaga, N, Y, Verona Park, Templo
IHeights, Eima and Madison, Maine, I -
am especially indebted for courtesies
received to Rev, &, L, Beal, Ilon. A, H,
Dailey, J. B. Hatel, Jr., J. Q. A, Whit- |
temore, Dr, George A, Fuller, D, I, Al
Smith, 1. B. Emery, H. Hunnewell, "
Robert Hayden, A, Baker, A, H.
Blackington, B. M. Bradbury, A, B.
Smith, Hon. A. Gaston and George H
Brooks. The N. 8. AL Is also under ol
ligations to these gentlemen and to the -
officers of the camps named for the
privilege of preseming its claims to the -~
assembled people. 1 recommend resos.
Jutions of acknowledgment, with divees
tions to the secretary to transmit thag -
same to the friends above mentioned.
'These acknowledgments should also be -
extended to the many speakers and me- -
diums who gladly lent their ald to .-
make the N, 8. A, day a success 8b
these camps. Onset Camp still main- °°
tains the proud position as the most =
generous of the camps in its donations .-
to this association. Including the sum -
paid me for my personal services there, -
Onset’s contribution in round numbers
is two hundred dollars. 1 cannot re- |
frain from paming J. Q. A. and Charles ™ -
Whittemore as two friends of our or-
ganizations whoge deeds always speak. .
Jouder than words. )

A few other eamps devoted some
time to the cause of the N. 8, A, but
no return of thefrwork has reached me.
I presume their otlicers reported to the - *
secretary  of this Association, from.
whom you will no doubt receive the in- =
formation desired. T am persuaded .-
that camp work is of the utmost import-. "
ance to this Association, hence most :
earnestly recommend that the incoming.
board of trustecs be instructed to open’ -
correspondence with the officers of ev- '
ery camp in the United States for the
purpose of securing sperial days upon-
their programs. I further recommend * -
that the Board be directed to have at
least one direct representative, either
of its own members, or of its special
agents appointed for the purpose of
looking out for its interests on those
days at every camp where the same are ™
granted. Im this way the people caii.’;
be made acquainted with the real ob- -
jects of this Association, and large fi-
nancial returns secured. - ‘

STATE ASSOCIATIONS.

This important branch of our work -
has not been neglected during tlfe past -
year. The great mass meeting in Chi- -
cago in February last brought the Spir--
itualists of Illinois together, and led ..
them to form a strong working state-as«
soclation, with a live, progressive corps:
of officers. :

Through the devoted efforts of Dr, .
J. N. and Mrs. Ella Gibson Magoon,
splendid organic work was done inMin-.
nesota, and a fine state association was
incorporated there. The "two . bodies™
named have already demonstrated-
their usefulness, and proved them-
gelves bulwarks of defense for our
cause. The State of Washington has-
also swung into line, and records itselt:
on the side of liberty and union. These

oy
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Mo support. e .
“The state associations previously or-
nlzed nearly all xeport progress in
Ahelr - work. Maine las more than
goubled. its membership, while Massa-
‘husetts and Rhode Island bave largely
increased ' thelrs. Yermont and Con-
pecticut have done good work, as have
ew York, Michigan, Texas, California
d Nebraska. ‘they bhave defended
persecuted mediums when occasion re-
»oquired it, and have rendered loyal serv-
ice {o the cause of freedom through
their opposition to medical monopoly,
capital punishment, and other unjust
neasures. State assoclations are need-
to protect the people from inlquitous
;gud  partialisiic legislation in every
state in the Union, 1 belleve that New
- Hampshire, Wisconsin, Indiana, Penn-
" sylvanla, Oregon, Kansas and Tennes-
see are ripe for organizailon, and I
most ‘earnesily recommend that your
honorable body do something to assist
~the friends in those States to accom-
plish the desired result. :
: ORDINATION.
. Very little has been said upon this
- subject during the year. If has been

~dealt with by a few local socleties and |-

-~ one or two state associatlons to a Jim-
ited extent, but the appearance of the

disease has Deen sporadie, aud not at |

all dangerous. 1 feel that the 8piritual-
ists of America. shounld set the seal of
‘. their disapproval upon this effete inher-
itance from the superstitious past, 'as
:.2well as upon fhat other relic of priest-
“eraft called christening of children, I
recommend that the committee on yeso-
lutions be instructed 1o express in
“strong terms the sentiments of this
conventign upon the two points I have
just mentioned.
HALF RATES.
This qucstfon has been ever present
- during the past year, and your presi-
- dent has been kept busy invastigating
. the appleatlons recelved by the rall-
“ road authorities for this privilege, Un-
*. der the rules adopted by theepafenger
- associations, particularly the . Western
“and- Central, any speaker or m g‘éj'onm-y
' who is solely dependent wpon his, Jabor
f - on the Spiritualist platform for his liv-
" ing, provided he gives no physical phe-
. homennl manifestations, is entitled to
“an annual permit. Both physical and
" mental' medlums, as well as speakers,
~-have engerly endeavored to obfain
thege rates. Many have felt grieved at
. the Ndtlonal Association Dbecause of
. their failnre to obtain the sumge, where-
as it was ouly their own statements
“that proved they did not come under
the rules laid down by the ratlroad au-
thorities that were at fault. It is to be
cpagretied that so many Spiritualists
. have such a great yearning for the half-
orate privilege. 1 fail to see why uny
. priest, nun, friar, or other religlous
‘teacher should travel upon half rates
- while the farmers, mechasics and other
' laborers, earning only one dollar or
- less per day, are obliged to pay full
“'fave. I most carnestly recommend this
© econventior to take a declded stand
upon this matter by requesting that the
- half rate system be abolished by all
‘roads for the ministers of all denomi-
nations, to the end that full fare shall
be paid by them all. This position is
-1he only logleal one that can be taken
by Spiritualists who believe in “equal
- ylghts for all aud special privileges for
‘none.” It glves me pleasure to siate,
Biowever, that wherever our speakers
fiave come within the rules of the pass-
eiger assoclations they have been
shown every courtesy and granted
‘every privilege extended to represenia-
fives of other denominations. This
sghows the respect paid to organization,

REFORM WORK,

“During the past year this Assoclation
Tias cndeavored to range itself in line
avith all reforms for the benefit of the
‘masses. 1t has spoken repeatedly upon
the question of medical freedom, comn-
pulsory vaccination, capital punish-
ment, unjust taxation, and all forms ol
‘elass legislation. These Issues are now
‘before the people; forty-two States
lhave laws favoring medical monopoly
.“upon thelr statute books; almost every
. Btate has laws or regulations of some
t0 kind favoring compulsory vaecination;
Cover forty States endorse capital pun-
- dshiment, while every State, save Cal
i-§fornin, exempts by law all chureh and
-géctarian school property from taxa-
tlon. Class legislation is running ‘'mad
jn the halls of Congress and in the
Btate Legislatures, These are crying
s, and demand and should recelve the
considerate attention of this conven-

ton. 1 recommend that this honorable
“hody speak with no uncertain sound
“avithrespect toall these questions. Turge

hat.declarations in favor of a secular
.government for State and Nation be
“made to the world in order that the

osition of the Spirttualists of America
nay - not bhe wmisunderstood. Let us
unite our forces to keep an orthodox
God out of the Constitution of the
“United States, and to secure the equal
cand uniform taxation of nearly three
-billtons of dollars’ worth of church and
“gectarian school property. I feel that

his Assoclation should not hesitate to

peal upon all questions relating to

uman progress upon the side of right
cand justice.

L SCHOOLS.

I called your attention to this import-
nt subject last year, and urged that
learty encouragement be given to the
piritualist Training School at Mantua,
Ohfo, under the management of Moses
Hull and A, J. Weaver, as well as to
“the Belvidere Seminary at Belvidere,
<N, J., under the tuition of Miss Belle
Bush. I respectfully repeat that recom-
mendatlon at this point. 1 feel that the
stablishment and maintenance of
chools should be one of the main ob-
ects of the N. S. A. It is true there
re many schools in this country, but
hose that deal with the soul side of
T man's nature are conspicuous by their
absence. Attempts have been made to
establish schoels of spiritual philosophy
- in-the past, and in some instances en-
dewments of thousands of dollars were
v-in slght to support them. Owing to the
opposition of a few who were believers
in extreme individualism, or who felt
L that the spirits would educate all of the
~ denizens of carth, the progressive
‘step Was not taken. 1 belleve the time
.has now come to attempt to revive the
-~ Interest in that subject. I thercfore
“heartily approve of the suggestion of
s Pres. M. 8. Norton of the California
. Btate Spiritualist Assoeciation, and
-earnestly recommend its adoption by
~your honorable body. Pres. Nogton
“suggests the establishment of a psychic
“gchool by the N. S. A, whose main ob-
Jjeet shall be to bring out ihe highest
t possible attainments in mediumship
 F-for.the benefit of our race. If a move-
b\ment - is made in thls direction In a
“Dusiness-like way, 1 belleve it will lead
In. the near future to the erection and
vendowment of an institution of this
t%kind. .1 urge this matter upon your at-
_ptentlon-and hope you will discuss it at
klength, then take such action as in your
dgment scems proper. .
HISTORY OF SPIRITUALISM. .
“‘The- importance ‘of bavieg an wuceu-
gte history of Spiritualism has grown
yapon ‘me during the past - year. Our
‘movement has now passed it§ half-cen-
‘Tiury matk, and our ploneers are rapidly
sing away from earth. It seems as
-would be wise to avail ourselves of
he testimony of these patriarchs, to
he end that future aged may know the

V. 8. A, and bronght it no It

truth- 1 regard to  Spiritualism's
early history.” I feel to recommend ae-
tlon in this " matter, and’. respectfully
suggest ‘that it.be discussed at length
upon this floor. It may :not be expedi-
ent at-this thwe to eleet the historian
for thig work, but it is our duty to lay
such plans as will enable us to preserve
the true record of the greatest yevela-
tlon of religious troth the world has
ever khown, lhence we should sot to
work to malke it possible for it to be
done. In this connection I belleve it
would be wise to secure {lie complete
files of all journals ever published in
this country in the interests of Spirit-
ualism. The eflicers of the association
have endeavored to carry out the
wishes of previous conventions in this
direction during the past year, but ow-
ing to’the searclty of funds, very little
has been accomplished. 1 again ree-
ommend that the Incoming board be
instructed to appropriate any availablg
funds that may. come info their hands,
under one hundred and. fifty dolars, for
the campletion and binding of the files
of all the Spiritualist journals past and
present, in America.

PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

The stand taken by Prof. Richard
Hodgson with regard to Spiritualism
has. led many scientists to view the
questions raised in the name of psychic

_sclence in a more favorable light. It is

well known that the .Xnglish Sociely
for Psychical Research bhas been at
work upon psychie problems for many

- years. 'The published results of its in-

vestigations lhave always leaned to the
Spiritualistie hypothesis, because the
preponderance of evidence was on thal
side. Some of its members have ar-
rived at different conclusions, yet they
have never been able to contravene the
facts presented. The aim of this soci-
ety is a most worthy one, viz, to reduce
the mental and physlcal plhenomena
presented by Splritualism to 4n orderly
forny, In order that a spiritual science
may be deduced from ihe well-authen-
ticated facts, This the members have
done to some extent. They have alsv
established n branch of their soclety in
America, of which such distinguished
men as Prof. William James and Rich-
ard Hodgson are members, The ex-
penses of this Amerfcan branch are
largely bLorne by the parent society in
England, This is not as it should be;
our English brethren should not Dbe
usked (o educate us in spiritual selence,
but yather should be invited to co-oper-
ate with us in that work,

Prof. James has visited me twice
with regurd to this matier, and sug-
gested that the time had come for Spir-
itualists to join hands with the socie-
ties for Psychical Resenrch in order
that the grand truths of Spiritualism
way be given to the world., Prof.
Jamesn also nuggested that he felt as If
the Spiritualists sbould lead in this
work, as it is their religion in whose
name these psychie phenomena are of-
fered to the public, If the Spiritualists
will give every possible facility for a
thorough and comprehensive study of
thelr phenomenal evidences, they will
render the cause-of truth a slgnal serv-
ice. Drof. James hns not yet aceepled
the Spiritualistic hypothesis, but bhe
and many other gifted scholays are
anxlous to know the truth, hence
should Le assisted In their quest by ev-
ery true Spirftualist in America.

I'rof, James felt that the N. 8, A,
should lead in this enterprise. 1 heari-
ily agree with him, and believe that
our American Splritualists could be in-
duced to furnish capital with which to

‘push forward ibis jmportant work. 1

feel it Lo Le our paramount duty to re-
veal the sclentific facts of Spiritualism
1o our fellow-men, but we cannot do il
by continuing the desultory and chaotic
methods hitherto followed. It will be
sald at once that the Dsychical Re-
seateh brethren are only golug over
ground formterly occupled by Spiritual-
Ists. Not s0; they are simply gathering
up the faets our Spiritualisty have so
prodigally scattered over the Iland,
without knowing their value, or scck-
ing to apply them to the advancement
ot sclence. I know that the ploneers in

Spirituallsm did a great work, but they |

simply toiled that we might do better
than they did. In this suggestion from
our P'sychicnl Research friends I see
an opportunity to do a great work for
Spiritualism, I therefore recommend
that the incoming board of trustees be
instructed to open correspondence with
Prof. James, in order that steps may be.
immediately taken to effect a union of
forces in this important department of
study. I also suggest that our trustees
e given power to act in the matter to
the end that systewatic work may at
once begin.

A PSYCHIC QUARTERLY.

It has been suggested to me by sev-
erad of the most loyal friends of the N,
8. A, among whom may be mentioned
Dr. W. W, Hicks and Dr. Geoge A. Ful-
ler, that an American quarterly maga-
zine, devoted to psychic and occult sei-
ence, is one of tet great needs of the
bour. It should cover a wider fleld of
thought than that formerly traversed
by W. T. Stead’s Borderland, and rep-
regsent the mwost advanced phases of
spiritnal and reformatory thought. "The
suspension of Borderlamld, recently fol-
lowed by the great American magazine
Arena, leaves this ficld open for a quar-
terly of this kind. It should De of a
bigh order, with no side issues to de-
tract it from its purpose toenlighten the
teachers and thinkers of the globe upon
the important question of spiritual seci-
ence. A magazine of this kind would
require the backing of capital, and 1
belleve it could be obtained, provided
the right person was selected to move
in the matter. I have studied this sug-
gestion very carefully, and I belleve it
to be an eminently practical one, as
well as a necessary adjunet to our
cause, I therefore recommend that this
convention consider this matter at
length, and give such instructions to
the incoming board as will lead to the
accomplishment of tlre desired purpose.

MISSIONARIES.

The by-laws of this association di-
rect the president to appoint a certain
number of missionaries to present its
claims to the people in various sections
of the nation. I have designated twen-
ty-five persons {0 act as N. 8. A. mls-
sionaries during the past year. Some
of them have done excellent work, and
made returns of the same to the asso-
ciation., Others simply wanted our pa-
pers as an endorsement, in order that
they might secure paying engagements
and obtain half-rates upon the rall-
roads. In making these appointments,
I have urged them all to do something
for the N. S, A.; to talk its claims to the
people, to solicit donations and. be-
quests, ns well as to take collections
for its treasury. ‘They have all prom-
ised to do this, but many of them have
signally fafled to keep good thelr word.

.The benefits derived from the labors
of the few who were sincerely devoted
to the cause of organization, lead me
to again recommend the continuance of
{he misslonary work. Due care should
be exercised in the selection ‘of candi-
dates for this position, in-order that
those only may receive our papers who
are willing to reciprocate for favors re-
ceived. By corresponding with them
at least every- month, the secretary
would be able to learn the.results of
thelr work, and would be able, in most
cases, to induce them to do something
for the N. 8. A. Letters. from head-

quarters wonld legd their recipients. to’ )

\
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feel they were ln deed, as well-as in
word, parts of the -Assoclation they
represent, Pt i
C “ LYCEUMS. :

The organization of a Natlonal Ly-
ceum. association was accowplished at
the ¢lose of the last annual convention.
Reports of its work will be vecelved
during this convention, and on Friday
of this week Its first anuual meeting
will be held. I'rom what I have heard
of it, much good work has been done
during the year, and-quite a number of
local Iyceums bave been established. It
now looks as if our children’s lyceums
were beginning to attract the attentive
interest of all progressive Spirvitualists.
I am much encouraged at the outlook,
and take much pleasure in recommend-
ing that the National Lyceum Associa-
tion be given the hearty support of and
every possible aid from your honorable
body. . i -
. N.X. B U

The  Natienal Young People’s Spirit-
ualists Union was formally organized

at the Rochester Jubilee and completed

its work at Lily Dale, N. Y., August 10.
It has a goodly number of names upon
its roll of menmbership, and is designed
o Interest young Spiritualists of adult
age in the philosophy and religion of
Spiritualism. - Its -officers will present
its clalms for your consideration during
this convention. I bespeak for them
your careful attention, and recommend
that- this new branch of Spiritualistic
work be given the hearty moral support
of the N. 8. A.
MOVEABLE CONYENTIONS.

Your attention will he called to an
amendinent to-the constitution of the
N. 8. A. makiug the annual conventions
of this body moveable affairs. This

step 1 belleve is in the right direction, |

provided the headquarters of the Asso-
clation ean be kept in Washington. In
order to make the proposed change, it
may be necessary to amend the charter
of incorporation, lience it will be neces-
sary to make haste slowly in this mat-
ter. I am also vequested to ask you
to consider the fegsibility of making
the term of office of the entive board
of trustees three years in duration,
one-third of which shall be chosen at
cach appual gathering. I submit these
important questions without recom-
mendation, feeling assured that the
couvention will in its wisdem settle
them in the right way.
TIIE FINANCIAL QUYESTIOQN.

Of all matters that will come before
you, this is the most vita: one, and will
require your ripest, richest and most
consecrated thought, The treasury has
been sadly depleted ‘during the past
vear, and, in place of surplus funds in
our treasurer's hands, I am forced to
report a shortage of nearly or quite
twelve hundred dollars. 1 have al-
ready outlined the causes that have de-

-pleted our treasury in my references 1o

the war, the hard times and the sad
condition of our local societies, The
receipts from dues, collections and do-
nations have fallen off largely during
the past scason, and some method by
which the revenues can be increased
must be devised. 1 feel that the auxil-
fary socleties would render greater re-
turns, if they were kept in closer touch
with the N. 8. A, They should receive
occaslonal letters upon other subjects
than dues, collections and proxies for
delegates, which fact would soon lead
the members to see that the N. 8. A.
was thelr Institution, in which they had
a volee and vole.

1 have repeatedly urged the appolnt-

ment of specinl inancial agents to visit
the Spiritualists of the country from
house to house, sollciting donations for
the N, 8. A. This recommendation has
heen adopted by at least two conven-
tions, but owing to some unhappy mis-
chance, it hag never been carried inte
offect, It was tried for a few weeks
only in a lMmited cirele, and the re.
turns therefrom were seventeen dol-
lars. On a larger scale of operatjons
the results would bave been much bet-
ter.  There are men and women of
charaeter and standing, out of work,
who could and would give ample bonds
for the snfe keeptug and accounting for
all moneys received by them, and who
would gladly accept stewardships of
this kind, ‘I therefore again recom-
mend that the incoming board of trus-
tees be instructed to appoint a number
of special inancial agents, under bonds,
to sollelt funds fer the N. 8. A. in the
manner above deseribed. 1 further
recommend that all N, 8. A, mission-
aries be instructed to make at least one
appeal each month for aid for this as-
sociation.
« I am strongly impressed with the ne-
cessity of retrenchment in the ex-
penses of the association, “A dollar
saved is as good as a dollar earncd,”
1s a motio that well applies {o the N. 8.
A. 1 believe that the office of president
should be made a non-salaried one, the
incumbent thereof to receive compensa-
tion only for the time actually spent in
the service of the N. 8. A. I recom-
mend that this change be made in the
intevest of economy. 1 have already
shown you that the mass-meetings, spe-
cial days at the camps, and proper mis-
slonary effort can be made sources of
revenue for the N. 8. A. The receipts
from all sources will, of course, largely
depend upon the emergy, enterprise and
devotion of the officers of the N. 8. A,
and upon you as delegates.

1t is neither fair nor right to place
the entire burden upon the shoulders of
a few:; a division of labor is the shar-
ing of honor, hence it is the duty of
every officer and delegate to this con-
vention to take home with them a spir-
it of consecratton that will lead them
to interest their friends in the N. S, A.
Conventlon enthusiasm is all very well,
but home enthusiasm is much Dbetter,
There are thousands of Spiritualists
who could be interested In the N. S, A.
through the personal appeals of the del-
egntes here to-day. If ten tihousand
people will give one dollar each, year-
1y, to this association, missionary work,
reform measures and other important
trusts could be met in the right way, 1
also belleve in appealing to the philan-
thropists in our ranks for aid. They
will respond when they see a spirit of
consecrated devotion manifested by
those who claim to be Spiritualists.
For myself, I will agree to be one of
one hundred persons to give or raise
fifty dollars for the support of the N. 8.
A, during the coming year. X recom-
mend these several suggestions to your
thoughtful attention.

A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES.

The last annual convention referred
the matter of a declaration of princi-
ples to the board of trustees, with in'
slructions to ascertain the wishes of
the Spiritualists of the natlon through
an extensive correspondence, to the end
that a broadly comprehensive state-
ment of the principles of Spiritualism
might be published to the world:. This
questton was agitated to some extent,
and action taken by -the people at the
Rochester Jubilee, from wwhich you will
hear later. Y'am pot informed as-to the
nature of the replies to. the letters of
inquiry sent out from -headquarters,

upon this- point, but I bave personally:
reached o number of people, whose-

opinions I have published from week to
wveek in the cplumns of the Banner of
Iight, while many others have spoken
through the other: Spiritunlist papers
upon the same subject. The consensus
‘of opinion is that gome form of a decla-
ration ‘of prinelples should be made,

I plain terms the

and from the many' suggestlons ofered
upon this tople, youbvill be asked to se-
lect sometbing that-will express in

basiditruihs of Spirit-
ualism. e .

I respectfully recomymend the follow-
ing for your considération: Spiritual-
ism stands (a) a Universal Principle of
Life; (b) Truth, théwevelator of that
Lite, and the gleand of wisdom; (¢)
Immortality, the divine inberitance of
the race; (d) EternaltProgression, the
subllme destiny of unin; ((e) Spirit re-
turn, & dewonstrated fact in nature;
(f) Sympathy, the principle that uni-
fies the race on edriliy (g) Love, ihe

lever by which men ate lfted out of sin |

and ignorance, and higher and holier

conditions brought in ameng men. This.

is the declaration I once made in an im-
portant case in this c¢ity some years
ago. It stood the test then, and 1 see
no reuson’ why it should not do so

‘ again,

THE CALIFORNIA STATE SPIRIT-
UALIST ASSOCJATION.

- 'This valugble ally of the N. 8. A. last

year asked\ for exelustve jurisdiction
over the societles in that state. “I'he

‘matter was referred to the board.of

trusteeg, with power to act. Inaswmueh

as the N, 8.°A, has nv power to cabeel:

or revoke charters, save for just cause,
the iramsfer of all.socleties having
charters from the N. 8, A, was an im-
possibility, unless they themselves re-

‘quested it, Some of the California so-

cletles prefer to.carwy charters from
both State and National, and are will-
Ing to pay dues to both. The California
State Spiritualist Associution now asks
for exclusive jurisdiction over that
State, and will sever its councclion
with the N. 8. A, on January 1, 1809,
unlesy the sume be granted. Since the
organization of that Association in
189G, I-am not aware that auy charters
have been granted by the N, 8. A,
save one in Los Angeles that way re-
called, peuding activn by this body
upon the question at issue We cannot
afford to lose California, and 1 urge
calm deliberation upou this grave ques-
tion. It may be possible to effect a
compromif® in this way: the N, 8. A.
to grant exclusive jurlsdicdon to ithe
California  Association, boelding only
steh socleties as desire to carry double
charters, or do not wish to joln the
Stale Association. By adopting this
method there can be no clash of iner-
exts und reciprocity of relationship will
Le malotained. ’
IS LONDON JUBILEE,

From June 19 (o 24, inclusive, a
grand Iuternational Jubilee wus held
in London, England, uuder the eflicient
manugement of My, 15, Dawson Rogers.
Leadiug Spiritualists from all quarters
of the globe were invited to take part
in its proceedings, und to send papers
to read at jts several sessions, It was
deemed  advisable to send delegates
from this country,, bearing credentinls
from the N. 8. 4. Mrs. Comn L.V,
Richmond, ovur hogergd vice-president,
Miss Lilian Whiting, Dy. J. M. Peebles
and Mrs. Jeouie | B, Hagan-Jackson
were commlissioned, as, representatives
of this hody, whilp Mrs. M. K, Cad-
wallader was chospn at the Rochester
Jubilee 1o repres¢nt  the gathering
there, as well as the Lirst Assoviation
of Philadelphia and theyNational Youny
People’s Union, It s probable that
brief reports will he ppesented to you
from your delegatgn, in order that you
may learn of the exalied character of
the work performed by the leading
mluds of the world at the great London
Congress. [

THE BOARD 'OF TRUSPLES,

The Board of Trusieés has perfurmed
its work to the best of its abllity, Ow-
ing to the abwence of a gquorum no
meeting was held in July, but the work
was done through correxpondence and
by committees. The veport of your
seeretary will no doubt give you a de-
tailed account of the work done at
headquarters, and of the general
stewardship of the Dboard itself, [
commend the business history con-
tained In lis report to your especinl at-
tention, The number of contributing
members has largely Increased s
year, and an itemized nccount of the
same will be of interest 1o you all.

PRESIDENT'S WORK.

T Invite yonr closest scerutiny to this
branch of my report. I have been crit-
iclsed, praised and censured for what 1
have and have not done at great
lengths, henee a suecinet account of my
work will place you in possession of the
facts In the case. 1 need not remind
you at the outset that missionary work
is not the chief part of the duties of
your President. I made it a leading
feature . of wmy work during the first
three and a_half years of my incum-
heney of my present office, 1 traveled
far and near pleading for funds, solicit-
ing charters and explaining the aiws
and objects of the N, 8. A, {o the Dest
of my ability. If I failed to do my duty,
it was not from any wilful neglect on
my part, but was due to ill-health or
other causes over which I had ne
control.

1 explained my connection with the
Banner of Light in full in my last an-
nual report, hence it is unnecessary for
me to repeat it here. 1 was re-elected
to the presidency by a unanimous vote
of the last convention with the distinet
understanding that I was to remaln
with the Banner of Light as its editor.
The last convention voted that the sal-
ary of the President should be fiftecen
hundred dollars per year. Nothing was
sald in the convention about my re-
linquishing any portion of that salary
to the N. 8. A., yet it was expected and
tacitly understood that I would do so.
After my re-election, I informed my
friends that my purpose was to ¢harge
oply for such time as I devoted to the
interests of the N. 8. A. outside of my
work on the Banngr of Light. This I
have done, hence I wish to denounce
the statement that .J have drawn
double pay during the past year as ab-
solutely false and most unkingd.

My salary as editer of the Banner of
Light has been leps :than the salary
voted the President.of the N. 8. A,
hence in relinquishing.the latter salary
I did not gain one ppnny in a pecuniary
sense. \Whenever I haye absented my-
self from my office ip Boston upon
N. 8. A, work, I have been charged
with lost time by my femployers, and
have drawn mno sglary therefor from
them. I refer to theirrbooks to verify
my statement. Duringthe year I have
Tost many days’ time in the service of
the N. 8. A,, including .my attendance
upon the quarterly. board meetings, 1
believe I am entitled fo compensation
for that loss -of time. In addition to
this I have carried on a very Jlarge cor-
respondence and attended to many im-
portant duties connected with my office.
I bhave written eight hundred and
eighty letters on N. 8. A. business dur-
ing the year. I'have also edited the
proceedings of the annual convention
of last year; read and revised the proof-
gheets,
standing of therN. 8. A. for the New
York World's Almanae, writlen for the
secular press several defenses of Spirit-
ualism against ‘the attacks of clergy-
men, fought through to a successful
finish a very bitter contest for medical
freedom, written cditorfally in behalf
of the N. 8. A., and sent articles in {tg
interests to other Spiritualist journals,

It was my dnty to do all these things,
and I ask all persons on this floor to-

day it they feel that T onchit-to do thig

prepared ‘statements of the

work’ for nothing. Be that as it may;
I hgve not.drawn one'cent ‘of salary
from this Assoclution during my entire
year of service. I feel, however, that
I am entitled to a fair cquivalent for
my labor. I do not ask nor do I expeet
the full salary of fifteen hundred dol-
lars for wmy services. I am willing,
however, to rebate sixty.five dollars
per month on sald salary, provided I
am reimbursed for my expenditnres in
postuge, stationery, oftico supplies and
radlroad travel., I am willing to do more
than this, I wish to have deducted
from- the amount due me the sums
pledged by Mrs, Barrett and myself at
the last conventlon, also a note given
by me to the N. 8. A, iu the interest of
the State Associntion of California two
years ago. My ofiice and incidental ex-
penses lLiave been, in round munbers,
two hundred and fifty dollars, an ifem-
ized account. of which will be sub-
mitted to the auditing committee, This
suw, added to what I claim for serv-
ices rendered, make the total amount
due me nine hundred and seventy dol-
Jars. Agalost this must be charged the
Callforuia note and the donation named
above, three hundred and seventy dol-
lavs in all, This leaves & balance due
me of six hundred and seven: dollars.

During the past year I linve receipted
for over seven huudred dollavs in the
name, of the N, & A. I hold the sée-
refary’s receipts for nearly oune-half
that sum, and have the balance iu wy
possession, subject to the settlement
of my accounts. 1 bhave been thus pap-
tlcular with regard to my financial
nutters in view of the fact that certain
parties have sought {o Jujure me in
connection with this department of iy
affairs. But there is yet another slde
1o 1this question. last year 1 rebated
nine months’ salary in fall, charging
only per diem rates for services rea-
dered, und turned in the amount of my
carnings on Sundays during those nine
months to the N. 8. A. treasury. This
yvear 1 have been asked to do the sanme
thing; but I ask you, one and all, if you
feel that I ought to do this in view of
the fact that 1 am recelving less wages
uow than 1 did then? If any one of
you yicelded an income of several huu-
dred dollars, and bad an opportunity
to regain a portion of {t hy extra out-
side labor, would you feel that you
were in duty or honor bound to give it
to your employer te help him out finan-
cially? This Is exactly what 1 have
been asked to do, nnd 1 fee) ax if § have
some rights in this case that should be
respected. 1 ask your honorable body
to direct the auditing commitiee, or
some speeinl committee, to investigate
this matter thoroughly and report upon
it to this conveution. If you deem my
requests extravagant, if you feel that
1 ask too much, 1 am perfectly willing
to arbitrate the case in tbhe {nterest of
harmony and brotherly leve,

I wish to say this, that there bhas
searcely 1 day passed during the entire
year In which I have not rendered the
N. R, A. some service. I have loyally
tried to advance ita interests, and
striven to place its c¢laims before the
people on  every possible oceasion,
Liven in my personal letters to my rela-
tives and closest friends, T have had
something to say concerning the Na-
tlonal Association. While I have not
sought to make the Banner of Light the
otficlal organ of the N. 8. A., I have en-
deavored to make {t a staunch sup-
porter thereof, and 1 leave It to those
who have followed that work to judge
of its efficacy and value. 1 ask for sim-
ple justice, and have no wish to make
personal affairs too prominent in the
case. It is but fair to say, in conelud-
ing this chapter of personal references,
that all of my Sunday earnings at the
camps, as well as convention Sundays
and occasional Sundays when I have
chartered socleties with the N, 8. A,
have Leen eredited to the N 8. A, Up
to this time 1 have paid for all postage
and other incidental expenses out of
my own pocket. It iy worthy of men-
tion, nt least, that many of the express
packages recelved from headquarters,
as well as an occasional telegram, were
marked colleet. I now ask your hon-
orable body to consider these remarks
with due care, and make a full, im-
partial investigation of the case, I also
have a bill of fifteen dollars lefi over
from last year, on account of musie,
that I have not pushed because of lack
of funds.

REVIEW OF THE FIELD.

During {lhe past year some inlstakes
have been made in connection with the
work of the N, 8. A. The sales of the
reports of the last convention have uot
been as numerous as was hoped, owing
fo the mistake of not pushing them
upon the market. I recommend that
the incoming Secretary be Instructed to
have the reporis of all conventlons on
sale at a1l camp and local meetings, as
well as at State and quarterly conven-
tions,

The Spirftualist press has stood by
the N. 8. A. most loyally during the
past year. Some journals have sub-
jected it to severe criticlsm, but it has
served a good purpose ilrough the
prominence it has given the N. 8, A. by
keeping it constantly before the minds
of the people. Every Spiritualist paper
in America has generously devoted a
large amount of space to this Associa-
tion, and I feel as if due recognition
should Le made by you to each and all
of them. Personally I feel under
speclal obligations to Thomas G. New-
man, of the Philesophical Journal, Ed.
D. Lunt of the Medium, Charles W.
Newnam of The Dawning Light, J, R.
Francls of Tlhe Progressive Thinker,
and Willard J. Hull of The Light of
Truth, and I take this opportunity to
express my thanks to them for favors
recelved. N

In reviewing the work of the year, it
is well to note the fact that the N. S. A.
has grown upon the attentlon of the
people more than it has in any period
of its listory. The need of a sirong
central organization for business pur-
poses, as well as a psychic centre, has
become apparent to every truly pro-
gressive Spiritualist. There has sprung
up a laudable desire {o remedy the de-
fects now existing in the machinery of
the N.' 8. A, as well as a determination
to make it the servant of the people.
As delegates, it is your duty to carry
out the wishes of your constituents in
these directions. It will be your duty
to instruct your officials in plain terms,
then hold them in a strict accounting
at our next annual conclave,

It has been a grave mistake to hur-
riedly pass over Important recom-
mendations, or refer them to the “In-
coming Beard of Trustces with power
to act,” on the part of former conven-
tions. I most respectfully ask you to
refer nothing to the Board of Trustees
that you can settle here and now. The
work of the year can be outlined in
part, at least, by your honorable body,
while emergency cases can e trusted
to the judgment of the.capable men
and women whom you will call by your
votes fo fill the offices connected with
this Association. I am constralned to
venture one- further recommendation
with regard to your work as deléga
I believe it to be only right and just for
you to make it possible for all nomina-
tions for office fo be.-made upon- the
floor of the convention, and not through
the mediomship of @ nominating.com-
mittee. It will be Impossible 10 effect
a change for this year, but you can

place yourselves on record in favor of -

the principles of true democracy by
adonting this plan for the government
of future conventions.” - .

tes. |

‘tthhmc&-:

g During the past year several of the

troest friends of Spiritualism, and loyal
friends of the N. 8, A., have taken their

-departure to the higher life, On the

27th of Decembey, 1897, ihat noble vet-
eran and true-learied friend of hu-
manity, Mrs. A. 1. Colby-Luthey, took
leave of earth and passed to her reward
in spirit. On . IFebruary 8, 1898, Hon.
J. O. Barrett, reformer and spiritual
teacher, went howme to spirit-land. J.
Henry Brown, Merrill Ryder and Mrs.
Sarah “Durham have also completed
tlheir sojourn on earth during the past
twelye months, Each and all of these
were true friends to the N. 8. A, and it
is only fitting {hat their names should
be spoken and memwories honored in a
convention ‘of this kind, I recommend
actlon upon this matter by you,

This couvention. will cowmplete five
vears' of service for me as your Presi-
dent. I have tried to do my full duty
by the Association, and faithfully
sought to repay trust with trust, That
1 have made mauny mistakes, 1 frécly
admit, but I have honestly endeavored
to reetify- them whenever 1 have dis-
covered them. I come unow to the close
of my f{ifth term of office with the con-
sciousness that I have been loyal to the
cause of co-operation during the entire
periad I have served you. To the many
friends I have made during that thue,
1 return wmy leartfelt thanks for their
uniform kindness and hearty support.
‘Their words of encouragement and
good cheer remain with e now, and
will continue to do so in the future, as
compensitions for the hardships I have
met with in this work.

Words fail to express my gratitude
to you for the houors you have heaped
upon me during the past flve years,
Wint, hunger and privation, as well as
wental agony, have been mine during o
portion of that time. But the law of
compensation has brought me many re-
wiros for those ills, and the loyal
friendships, the words of Lkindly en-
couragement, and practical ald are
cherished memories in the arcana of
my wemory. 1 feel again to thank you
for your courtesy and good will, also
for your kindly furbearance in listening
to my lengthy paper to-day.

All of which Is respeetfully sub-
witted.  ITARRISON D. BARRETT,
P'resident National Spiritualists’ Asso-

clation of the U. 8. A. and Duminion

of Canada.

GREED-BUILDING.

Its Futility Exemplified by the
N. S. A, Convention.

A striking exawple of the futility of
any attempt at general agreement upou
any formulated creed, declaration of
principles, or what mnot, by so in-
dependent a class of thinkers as is
afforded by the great hody of Spirit-
ualisis, may be found in the Report of
the Proceedings of the I°ifth Annual
Convention of the N, 8. A., when the
“Statement of Principles” was under
consideration. The statement starts
out by declaring that *“we as Spiritual-
ists do not believe In a creed,” ete,
“but the following is a declaration of
wrinclples most commonly accepted
by us:

“We believe the indwelling cnergy of
the Universe, whether called by the
name of God or by any other name, is
incomprehensible, indefinable, {llimit-
able and cternal”

Thus the “declaration” started out
by tackling the “God” question. And
what was the result? Read:

“Mrs. Kilgore: 1 don't like the con-
struction, ‘indwelling energy of the
Unlverse., We all believe fu God,” ete.

“Mrs, Richmond: 1 think the objec-
tion of the lady is well taken.” Ete,

“Mrs. Root, of Michigan: I dislike
that word ‘Indwelling energy. I think
‘all-present energy’ is preferable.,” ILte.

“Mrs. Sprague: 1 hope the word
(God) will not bé adopted.”

“Mrs. Twing: let us sce that
God we have 1s a decent
(Laughter and loud applause.)”

“Mr. ITull: The -word God has heen
so misused. It signifies the devil and
half a dozen other things, in thé estima-
tion of the world. .I don't like jr. 1
Hke those words ‘Indwelling cnergy. 1
don't like the ‘all-present cnergy.”

“Mr. Locke: The people who have
been so anxious to keep God out of the
Constitution do not deslre it in their
own declaration of principles.”

“Mr. Moulton: To undertake to de-
fine the undefinable aund to prove the
unprovable will bring a grand dis-
cussion always.”

“Mrs. Cadwallader: T think thnt.
after all that was brought before this

1he
God.

IER DEA

—
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Ing, and shouid be (0 the hands of every thoughtsul
man aud wonan., No oue cun read fts pages withont
belng convinced of tho extstence of a future llte. The
book 1s of great value, not only to Bpiritualists, but to
those Interented Jn the problem of man's future iife,
84 well a8 to (hose interested In phenomenal re-
search.”—J. J. Owen.

This volume 18 superroyal ootavo In size, beautifully
bound in etoth snd gold, and profusely 1lustrated.

Price 2, postpaid. For sull‘ at this otice,

KARGZIA,

ETHICS OF MARRIAQE.

By Alice B. Stockham, M. D.

Karczza makes a plea for a better birthright for
chiidren, and ufms to lead ndividunls to seek o hlghor
development of themselves through miosl eacred re-
latlons, 1t I8 pure In tone and alm, udd should be
widely clicuinted  Price, eloth $1.

" THE SPIRITUAL ALPS
AND HOW WE ASCEND THEM.

Ora few thoughta on how to reach Sbat altitude
where spirit s supremnc and all things aty subject to
ft. With portrait. By Mosga Honl.  Jwi the book
to teach you that you are g wpirtrunt dutng, and to
ghow you how to cducale your spirfttial faculties,
Price, bound 1n cloth, 10 veuts;
cents Forsale at thix oflice.

In payier cover, 23

last conventlon regarding all the Se¢- i -

retary had done, and the agitation of

the Spiritualists, Freethinkers and
everyone clse against putting ‘God* in
the Constitution, we are simply making
fools of ourselves by putting that word
into OUR Constitution.”

In the final result ‘God’ was floored

or shelved, and ‘indwelling energy’ car- i

ried the day. But there was a beautirul
scrap and lively over the question.

After it was settled, every delegate
thought just as he or she did before:
there was no greater harmony in views
than there would have been, had there
been not & word said about it nor any
attempt at formulation into a cut-and-
dried “declaration.”

The little attempt at creed-making
proved abortive at best; it had no hold
even on those whose views prevalled.
And precisely so will Tesult every at-
tempt to fashion and fix for Spiritual-
ists’ use a set of articles of belief. It
will be of no authority whatever, of no
use to anybody, and least of all to any
Spiritualist,

The N. 8. A. bas no more authority to
mmake a “declaration of principles” or
a “statement of belief” or a creed. for
Spiritualists, than has tbe Legislature
of Illinois, or the Congress of the
United States.

As a Spiritualist, not all the world
combined, {ncluding all Spiritualists
and the N. 8. A,, can have any power
or authority to make a creed ot “dec-
laration” or “statement” for me, any
more than 1 have to make one for them.

Each creed-builder thinks all would
be lovely if we all had a creed—but it

PHILOSOPHY
OF SPIRITUAL INTEIICOURSE,

This work contafns an feconut o' 0 very wongers
ful spiritual devclopments at the be use of Rev, Dr
Phelps, Biratford, Coun, a-d sunflar cases fo alff
parts of the country, This veivme ds the first fru!:
the suthor directly upon the subiect ot “Spirftualism
and has stood the test of manv years,
JYostage 10 cents.  For sale at !z oflice.

Joys Beyond the Threghold

A SEQUEL TO
THE TO-MORROW OF DEATH.

BY LOUIS FIGUIER.

Cloth, 6138

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH,

“THE TO-MORROW OF DEATH was writen to
deveclop the idea of the principle of the permanence
of the human soul after death, and its refucaruation
in & chaln of new belngs, whose successive lnksaro
uanrolied in the bosom of ctherial space. “Bevoxp
TnE TEREMHOLD™ contlnues on the same lnes, cne
farging and expanding the idea Uy reasons and con-
siderations drawn from science and gmmsuphr:c atm-
ing that the certainty of a new birth beyond our
earthly end fs the best means of arming ouricives
againel al) weakpess In the presence of death. and
that che help offered by scicnce and philorophy to that
end {8 far superior to that of any of the existing re-
ligions. From beginuingto eud it {s interesting. cm-
tertaining, instructive and fascinating, and whether
one accepts It all or not, much will have been learned
and much pleasure enjoyed 1n ity perusal. Pricc§1.25
For sale at this office.

The Molecular Hypothesis

OF NATURE.

—

BY PROF. W. M. LOCKWOOD.

is with the reserved” thought within,

that all shall cheerfully assent to the |

“principles” he himself skiall formulate.
But the trouble with the scheme is that
each one's creed is In some respect
variant from each other one, and the
larger the number of points or articles
in any *‘declaration,” the larger will be
the number of objections and objectors,
and the amount of cat-clawing over
them.

What are we going to do about it?

Simply this: Leave each and every
mind free to do its own thinking, un-
fettered and unbampered by cast-iron
sthtement, declaration or creed.

JAS. C. UNDERHILI,.
Hammond, Ind.

. “Religlon as Revealed by the. Mate
rlal aad Spiritual Universe, By E. D,

Babbitt, M. D, LL.D."" A compact
and comprehensive view of the sub.
ject; philosophle, historie, analytica}
and critical; facts and data needed by
every student and especially. by every

Spiritualist. ~ One..of  the very best 1

books on the subject. Price, reduced
to $1, cloth; paper, 59 cents. For sale
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TIIE WAY OU'L.

- is apparent to every observapt
-mind that the progress of our cause has
been marked with a process of change,
of gradual growth, which has been the
result of the outworkings of an innate
prineiple, not wisely held under the
‘control of good judgment—naiuely,
natural euriosity delving into things
-marvelons and occult.

'-vIu former days, when Spirftualisin
was young, su to speak, the public me-
Qium, plying mediumslip as a trade,
for a living, wus uunknown, Ilustead,

-ihe potent factor in spreading the cx-
perimental linowlddge of our great
truth, was the little private circle and
he manifestations through the me-
dinmshtp thus developed and used.

Inquiring minds met in friendly union
at the bome of some veighbor, or the
strietly cexelusive family circle was
.formed in the sacred privacy of the
home, and from these little centres the
AUght of the truth of demonstrated
spirlt continuity and return radiated to
other families and other neighborhoods,
unill the glow of spiritual illumination
covered the face of the wide land.

But, with this spredd of knowledge
came a stirring-up of the faculty in the
nind that takes hold on the marvelous,
-occult and  mysterious, and an un-
Jiealthy  development  was  induced,
loading {o an jvordinate and often
‘easily-gullible craving for tests. The
‘demand tended to create the supply—
and multitudinous “mediums” arose,
ready to furnislh marvelous tests, of
almost any  quantity, quality and
““phase”—for the cash in hand.

Taking frulllble humanity as v s,
there can be no wonder that fraudulent
mediums have come forth jn abund-
ance.

There are two ways to remove the
curse and the stench arising therefrom,
“One way is to cut off the revenues of
the “frauds.”” by exposing thelr meth-
‘ods, by enlightening the unwary in-
vestigator and sign-secker,
< Another way is to rehabilitate the
family and private circle in their pris-
e purity and power,

-, We desire to flupress upon the winds

Jof Spiritnalists and - investigators the
~dmportance and wisdom of re-establish-
Jing these circeles as a most desirable
smeans of arrlving at satisfactory re-
“sults In spirit manifestation. and of

. forestalling the nefarious works of the
fraud gang.

‘.. Let investigators and  those who
~would learn of the reality of spirit re-
turn and manifestation, form circles of

" thelr own, and with proper methods
and due patience and perseverance,
- the results will amply repay them in
the satisfaction received. In this way
the direct mys of Hght from the spirit
world may be made to xhine in many
a2 lhome and neighhorhood now lacking
convincing koowledge of the truth.

TITIE ELDER EXPLAINS.
T Rev. N. Sulzer, of Boscobel, Wis,
Jately dropped from the Madison Pres
bytery, for antagonizing the Presby-
terian creed, replying to a friend, says
~—though greatly condeused:
¢ ST was for mauny years a strong Cal-
¥inist, and am still so far as Calvipism
accords’ with truth, for truth is what I
want, and nothing else. Truth is su-
spreme and unchangeable, and is worth
more than riches. It is {rvestistible and
avill win the battle.
7. “T used to believe, as all Presbhyteri-
‘ans must, that future punishment will
be endless, and for torment only. Now
I Dbelieve it is like punishment in this
life, of limited duration. and for the
purpose of correction. For this offense
only was I compelled to withdraw from
‘the Preshyterian church and ministry,
Because T was not in harmony with the
creed I had to leave the church.

“I still helieve in future punishnient,
but I differ with the creed as to the
purpose of punishment and its dura-
tion." T respect creeds so far as they
Jare good, but reject them as chains to
bind us to error.”
<+ Rev.” Sulzer, uofortunately for his
.c¢hurch connection, began to think, and
be landed where all honest thinkers do,
outside the church., Thought and creed
are incompadible, and must necessarily
‘remain so. Once started on the road
of . progress Mr. 8. will find there are
vther defects in the creed, and serious
ones, which no interpretation ean make
dbarmonize with natural iaw, which we
#ake it'is the law of God.

* SELF HYPNOTISM., )
~-The Nedical Brief, responding to the
inquiry, “should  pliysicians pray?”
says: “Prayer is 2 specles of self hyp-
notism, helpful to those who are dimly
Peeling their way 1o the truth, but net
for those who can discern -clearly the
why and wherefores of existence™ ™ -

| “All Have been generous 1 abuse of

WEYLER IN A' NEW BOLB,
Weyler, late governor general of Cuba;
but Liowever deserying of. censure he
bas just shown another side of his
character Httle expected. Ie hias writ-
ten a long letter to the Queen Regent,
wherein he.has shown the cause of
Spain's great weakness is the Catlolic
church and its priesthood. He does not
rest, however, in simply anpouncing
the fact, but he suggests the only pos-
sible remedy, a separation from its vile
embrace. ‘The Chyistian Advocate, St.
Louis, gives an epitome of Weyler's
letier, from which we extract and coun-
dence the following.

“With a force of logic impossible to
auswer Weyler tells the Queen that
Spain’s lamentable condition is due to
the clericals, In support of his propo-
sition he cites facts hitherto almost un-
known outside of that unhappy king-
dom, but famillar to Spaniards ac-
quainted with thelr own soclal and po-
litical condition. e declares, while
Spain is poor, the church is richer than
any othier country in Europe; not even
in priest-ridden Italy does the church
possess so much wealth, ‘Many of the
richest corporations in the kingdom be-
long to the church, notably the Trans-
atlantic. Espanola, the leading steam-:
ship ecompany, The -clerics also have
large landed estates, both in the penin-
sulg and in the colonies. Nearly all the
land of any. xalue in the Philippines be-
longs to the religlous orders ‘and is
rented ' to the islanders by them.’

“In return . for benefits confemwed
upon it by the state and people, Weyler
asks what the church has done for the
couuntry, and answers his own ques-
tion by the statement that it has not
only done unothing, but in erises like the
present its influence has glways been
against the court and government. And
while the bishops Lave ostensibly fa-
vored the priests, whose power among
the common people is uulimited, they
have invariably opposed the few meas-
ures of reform the government has had
the conrage to suggest. This is the way
the church has returned thanks for
benefits conferred upon it, for the priv-
ileges enjoyed by its clergy, for the im-
mense wealth it has wheedled and ca-
joled from the government and people
of Spain.”

“The letter,” continues the Christian
Advocnte, Methodfst, “is a most fright-
ful arralgnment ever made of a relig-
ious denomination, and is all the more
remarkable coming from the man it
does. Weyler states plainly that the
cordial support of himself and his fol-
lowers depends upon a change of atti-
tude by the government toward the
chureh.”

1f the war with Spain results in
cmancipating the people of that coun-
try from the tyranny of the church and
gives religious freedom 1o Cuba, Porto
Rico and the Philippines, the United
States will be abundantly compensated
for all the lives and treasure which
bave been wasted in the strife, As the
coutention  between  freedom  and
slavery in Kansas led to the rebellion,
and the emancipation of slavery in
America, and by reflex action gave
freedom to the world, so it may be pos-
sible this war with Spain will be the
entering wedge to. the separation of
church and state everywhere. This
done and a new era will dawn upon the
world, brighter and more glorious in
its consequences than sage or scer in
his wildest dream ever anticipated.

GONE 10 THE DOGS.

Chaplains In the army or navy, be-
side attending to divine service to in-
fluence God to favor our arms and na-
tion, are also required to look after the
morals of soldiers or seamen, and see
that they do not depart from the path
of rectitude.

Rev. Joseph MeclIntyre, chaplain of
the battleship Oregon, has just been
subjected to cour{-martial, at Denver,
by order of the Secretary of the Nary,
charged, first, with scandalous conduct
tending 1o the destruetion of- good
morals, with three specifientions; sec-
ond, conduet to the prejudice of good
order and discipline, with four specifi-
cations; {hird, conduct unbecoming an
officer of the navy, three specifications.
Al the specifications  were found
proved as alleged; the accused wag de-
clared guilty under the three charges
apd he was sentenced to be dismissed
from the United States naval service.

Even §125 a month and perquisites,
will not keep God's vicegerents in the
stralght and mnarrow way. What a
pity.

A FACT AND A HOPE.

Prof, Edwin Johnson, in his great
work, *“The Rise of Christendom,” a
book of vast learning and historlcal re-
search, with secarcely its peer in the
LEoglish language, in tracipg the origin
of the popular religious faith, and
pointing out the frauds and forgeries
of the celibate monks whichh marked its
every step, after a brief reference to
the terrible exposures he has made,
ends with a bope which even the hon-
est seetarian may desire to see fulfilled.
We quote from page 494:

“The church was founded in a time
of darkness, wrath. and dismay, and
the sole apology for the nisdeeds of
Lier founders lies in the fact that it was
a time when violence alone prevailed
on the earth. In these gentler days it
surely is not too much {o hope that she
may resolve to turn down her falsified
and iniguitous pages, and begin the
chronicle of a new era, inscribed with
the records of her endeavors in the
cause of knowledge, of truth, of human
love—records at the same time of the
admiration and gratitude of the world.”

A FAIR QUESTION.

. W. Foole, of London, inquires:

“What has the Gospel of Peace
brought us to? Europe has now more
than ten times as many soldiers as
sufficed to preserve the peace and in-
tegrity of the Roman Empire when it
was surrounded by hostile and pre-
datory barbarians., Europe is, in faet,
an armed camp, not for the repulsion
of barbarians, but for internecine war
among Christian states. After eighteen
centuries of the Gospel of Peace,
Christendom i darkened Ly the
shadow of the sword, and the highest
honors are paid to successful generals
who are skilled in the art of slaughter.”

THE COTUSIN SAID IT.

Many is- the time during labor
strikes, the preachers in the interest of
capitalists, bhave given 'lenpthy dis-
coures from the text, “Be content with
your wages,” at the same time credit-
ing this kind advice to “our dear
‘Lord.”. There are times when the ad-
vice may, be good, but instead of being
the words of Jesus,.in Luke 3:14 they
are credited 1o Jobn the Baptist, dnd-

nowliere in .the Bible to his cousin,
“our Lord.” T T BT

WS VISIO

noted political orator, the record of
wlich s herewilly given, is-not hard to
understand 1n our philosophy.. In fact
our corps of philosophers have ex-
plained - these  “mental phenomena”
over and over again in the columns of
The Progressive 'Chinker, and without
attempting an explanaifon, that could
only be a repetition of that which our
readers have alreadly beeu taught, we
quote from the Inter-Ocean of this city:

“It happened that Mr., Depew was
called upon to deliver three Important

addresses In less than'two weeks, He:

had been asked Ly Colonel Roosevelt
to wake the speech placing Roosevelt
in nomination as candidate for Gov-
ernor. He had been invited to speak
for the State uypon New York day at
Omaha,and he had been cordially asked
to speak before the llamilton Club
wlhen he was in Chicago on his way
back from Omaba, [

“It seemed fo him that all three of
these oceaslons offered excellent oppor-
tunity for him +to say those things
which were uppermost in his mind re-
specting the inevitable expansion of the
influence of the United States, Never-
theless, it was difticult even for so ex-
perienced an orator to plan three
speeches that were to. be so near to-
gether, whose central thought was to
be the same, which should nevertheless
differ in treatment and in phraseology.
This dificulty puzzled him somewhat.

“On’ the Saturday afternoon before
the Republican convention was to meet,
Mr. Depew went to the Country Club
at Ardsley, on the Hudson, which is his
temporary home, and after luncheon he
went out upon the piazza, from which
a beautiful view across the Hundson can
be obtained. e sat there lazily, intent
only upon the scenery, which was es-
pecially agreeable to a wan who had
been for a week in the thick of most
exciting business undertakings.

“By and by the vista seemed to pass
away. He saw as vividly as though
the scene were really the convention
hall in Saratoga. He saw the delegates
stroll in. He looked at the presiding
officer, whose ngme he did not know,
as he called the convention to oxder,
He heard that temporary chairman’s
speech; he suw the various details of
preliminary organization, and all of the
work of the convention was as vivid
and distinet as though he were a part
of 1t at the moment. Then e saw My,
Quigg make the motiop for the nomina-
tion of candidgtes and bLeard the brief
comment with which Mr, Quigg accom-
panled that motion. Ile did net, it is
true, know that as a matter of fact My,
Quigg was to make that motion; never-
theless he saw him do it. He said to
himself:

“‘Your time {s come for your speech
placing” Roosevelt in nomination.’ He
saw limself arise, address the chair,
and heard himself deliver the speech,
and felt the glow of satisfaction at its
reception, which is the lighest reward
of cloquence. After that, the conven-
tion hall, the volces of tle orators, the
faces of the delegates, faded away as
In a dream, and Mr. Depew again saw
the vista of the Iludson and the distant
mountalns across the stream.

“lIe got up, went to his room, and
wrote out with his own hand the
speech, exactly as he afterward, in
fact, delivered 1t. The address which
the delegates heard wax the address
which Dby that singular preoccupancy
of the mind, Mr. Depew composed op
that dreamy Saturday afternoon.
Afterward, at the convention, e was
amazed to discover that the pleture
which he saw with his mind’s eye was
perfectly reproduced to his physical eye
and ear in the convention, even to the
words of the chairman, and the manner
and the motion of Mr. Quigg,

“Mr. Depew speaks of this as a
strange mental phenomenon, He does
not attempt to explain it. In other
times he has composed speeches or the
ceneral outline of one in a single flash
of Inspiration, but he never hefore saw
and heard himself deliver an address
in the manner of the experlence of that
September Baturday afternoon.

“After the Saratoga convention Mr.
Depew found himself puzzled as to the
way in which he should speak ~what
was in his mind at Omaha. The cen-
tral thought, he knew, must be like that
which he uftered at Saratoga. Bud-
denly the whole treatment came 1o him,
although not the phraseology, as was
the case with the Roosevelt speech.
Again e went to his room and wrote
out the Omaha address. Not in many
vears has Mr. Depew written with his
own hand a speech that he was to de-
liver, but he has recently done it {wice
within a week, and Saratoga heard one
and Omaha the other address. ’

“The I{amilton Club address was
dictated late on the Saturday evening

-} before he started for Omaha. A little

while before dictation began Mr, De-
pew had Do idea of {he manner in
which he should treat the subject he
had in mind. Two hours before he met
the stenographer the speech was out-
lined. Like a good workman, he knew
where his tools were and how 1o use
them, for he speedily bad the few
statisties that he needed at hand and
then, pacing the floor, he diectated the
speech  precisely as the enthusiastie
members of the 1lamilton club heard it,

CIVILIZING THE HEATHEN.

We find in the “New Unity” of this
city, an account given by & Spanish of-
ficer of what he saw in the Philippines
while stationed there some years ago.
The article was copied from a German
paper, and shows very forcefully the
character of the Catbolic priesthood in
those islands. The writer states that
he, with his detachment, was several
hupdred miles from Manila; that the
monks know how to get on with the
people and keep them respectful.
Quoting him: '

“Just as I arrived with my troop, the
mouks had gathered a group of these
savages about them and were dis-
coursing to them about the justice and
wisdom of God. Wicked men are pun-
ished and good men are rewarded,
they said. *You there, Jose and Juan’
—the padre addressed two of these yel-
low chaps dircetly—‘see, here are two
loaded cariridges. If I shoot at you,
my ball eannot touch the good man, for
Saint Francis protects him. Attention,
Jose!" There was a report and a flash,
but Jose was uninjured and the crowd
stood trembling and wondering. ‘And
pow for the other!’ Again the dis-
charge: was” heard and the fellow Iay
with a shattered skull, rolling in his
blood at our feet. “That was a rascal,
said the padre, quietly; ‘a ‘miracle, for
our Lord has killed him? The people
believed and were afraid of tlie monks.
How did’ it concern the Taglas that
only one barrel was, loaded with ball?”

This scene, doubtless truthful, {lus-
trates the methods of priesteraft to
gain and perpetuate power over the ig-

norant masses. - And ‘it éxplains why’
priests so violenily oppose secular edu-

cation and inslst that Catholie children
shall be educated in - chuirch schools.
Do weé wonder the Tilipinos hate the
priegts? . - oo

“Natare Cure” By 'Drs, M. E. and
Rosa 0, Conger,
fam!ly. Cloth, $L50. : )

‘BExcellent. for every |

\UNCEY DEPEW'S VISION, * | BPIRITUALISM™ AND T8 CUL®DS.
" The-vislon of Chauncey Depew, {he

"It ig well knownf at there are. multi-
faripus cults amonyr Spirltualists. Cer:
tain occult questlpns have ot heen
definitely . settled by those who com-
nunicate with wmggtals from the spirit
slde of life. The philosopher, the care-
ful thinker, the one who weighs all
statements in a palnstaking, critical
mauner, deplorest the great diverzence
of oplnion that exisis among spirits on
questions of special importance and
significance, and ;:which seemingly
could be easily settled by all in one
way only. The khost perplexing ques-
tion of all is ome cntitled “Reincarna-
tion.” Prof. Lockwood, Lyman .
Howe, E. W, Wallis, Hudson- Tuttle,
A. J. Davis, A, B. IFrench, J. Clegg.
Wright, and others, all acknowledged

as profound thinkers and all jn com-,

munication with the spirit side of life,
assert positively that it Is absolutely
false. On the other side we have Mrs,
Cora L. V. Richmond, J, W. Colville,
and others, brilliant lights in the in-
tellectual firmament, and well and fa-
vorably known on both continents, who
afirin vebemently that reincarnation
is true, ’ : .
Having the most profound respect for

‘the parties on both sides of this ques-

tion, yet we mus{ candidly admit that

‘the skeptie and investigator soon finds

himself in an exceedingly deep inuddle
when he considers ~the perplexing
problem, and his brain whirls terribly
as he sceks for stable ground on which
to stand; he looks up inte the heavens
in his imagination, and down deep into
the eavernous earth, and thinks of
these widely diverging views as they
are promulgated from the rostrum,
and lhe arouses limself, woundering,
what next? Iinally he settles down
to this one glorious, grand fact, for
which he is devoutly thankful, that his
dear ones can cominunicate with him,
and thereon he gains a sure foothold.
We are led to these remarks by the
article which appeared last week in
The Progressive Thinker from DIrof.
Lockwood, touching certain problems
in regard to which there is a wide
divergence of opinion. The Professor
is widely known as a sclentist. His
lectures in the East have attracted
notable audiences. I’rofessors of col-
leges; men learned in clemisiry and
physles; physiciang seeking more light
on the laws of atomic vibration and the
connecting forces hetween spirit and
matter, have flocked in great numbers
te hear Lim, and have been delighted
at his presentation. 1'o once hear him
is to admire the man for his lofty elo-
quence and new thoughts along scl-
entific lines, I{e differs with Mrs. Cora
L. V. Richmond on certain points to
which he alludes in his article. Now
Mrs. Itichmond is certainly great, also,
in her especial field of work. She has
appeared on both continents, to large
und enthusiastic augdlences, Her lec-
tures at times are gmndly elequent,
and her improvisptiops interesting and
instruetive. Yet betwben these two lead-
ing minds and the doctrines they in-
culeate, there is a “wide divergeuce,
which cannot besettled by debate, or
brought thereby inte one channel.
Ervin A. Rice, a yery able young man,
takes up a llne of thought to controvert
Prof. Lockwood; Lut lere the great
trouble comes In. He grows caustic,
sareastle, and inginuating i a measure

which detracts somewhat from the im-

pressiveness of ; a :friendly debuate,
whiclt should be conditcted always with
Chesterfield politeness, and friendli-
ness. Ifor that renson we were com-
pelled to drop: the. Qiscussion going on
with reference to the existence of
Jesus, Accusations of ignorance, in-
competency, want of knowledge, ete.,-
were bundied with the same freedom
that these in a bar-room row throw
bottles at each other. This should not
be. While discussion should have the
widest latitude it should always be
conducted with no other motive than to
arrive at the truth, and the truth alone.

TENDEXNCY OF THE CHURCHES.
. It is 2 matter of no small concern to
the world of morals, as set forth in the
Detroit (Mich.) Daily Iree Press, to say
nothing of religion, when a great re-
ligious denomination has to announce
that it is losing ground. Our social,
cducational and political institutions
are insplred and nourished by Chris-
tianity, and when any body of Chsis-
tlans falls {o grow there is grave reason
for questioning the cause.

The synodical session of Michigan
Presbyterians at Mt Clemens seems to
have revealed a condition of standstill
if not of retrogression in {hat branch of
the church milltant in Michigan, The
church bhas lost in membership and
fallen short in benevolent contributions
during the past year. True, the pres-
bytery of Detroit with its forty-two
churches has made a net gain of
eighty-six members during the year,
but, as one of the pastors expressed it,
it took the “combined efforts of one
hundred Christians, with all the mul-
tiplied agency of church machinery” to
secure the ‘“‘conversion of ome soul”
Further we learn that “there have been
but few suecessful revival efforts duy-
ing the year;” that prayer meeting
gervices have not the “spiritual power
which they once possessed;” that famn-
ily worship is not performed as in
years gone by, that bhaptism is becom-
ing a formalism; and that the so-called
liberal churches are being receruited
frowm the children of church people and
not from the world.

Possibly this sceming decadence of a
great denomination is only temporary,
but there will not be wanting shrewd
observers of the trend of religious sen-
timent who will paint out that this ces-
sation of growtl is caused by the too
rigid adherence of tlie cburch to the
austere doctrines of two hundred and
fifly years ago, tofwhich the world will
no longer listen; and that if the Pres-
byterian chuyel is to dontinue to be the
great religious forée it has been in the
past it will have{to. readjust itself to
modern conditions.

Whether or not fhe church of Calvin
and Knox ought '{o take this view of
the situation; whethetit ought to go on
with the same admirable and consist-
cut devotion to tlié ridbust and austere
teachings of its great founders as it has
always shown inifthe past, or modify
and soften their requirements to meet
the ethical and emotional spirit of the
present ege, are questions which Pres-
byterians arc cntirely competent to an-
swer for themselves.

Certalin it is that other denomirations
whose orthodoxy has never been ques-
tioned are adopting: breader standards
for admission - to-* membership. The
Protestant: Episcopal Church in tri<
ennial convention. is earnestly discuss-
ing plans for church wmity by amend-
ing its constitution so as to permit any
bishop to take under his spiritual guid-

;abee.any -congregation accepting cer-
taln essentlal tenets of that church. In’

50 conservative -a denomination as the
Trotestant. -Episcopal “this effort " for
unity is significant-of -the liberal trend

of -religlous thought In these closing |

years of the century. o
Still more noteworthy s the attitude
of Plymouth ‘Congregational Chureh of

Georgia has a slx-year-old girl who
composes tharming musie, both vocal
and instrumental. Strange to say, it is
claimed she has never taken a music
lesson in her life. Her name {s Eula
Yaughan, and her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. C. D, Vaughan, are residents of
Bowman, six miles from Elberton.

When Eule was only 215 years old
she was known to play the organ while
held in the lap of a nurse. Owing w
the fact that there s no piano in her
homie, as the sole instrument her pa-
rents possess is an organ, her playing
has been confined almost eutirely to
that, Still, the youngster can play on
the plano well indeed, for it seems to
be as matural to her to play on either
organ or plano as it is (o breathe, At
the last commencement of John Gibson
Institute she played an accompatiiment
on the piano for the orchestra without
even practicing the pleces. Iler father
says she can repeat any plece she has
ever heard played. \

From her earliest years she seemed
to have an idea of harmony, One day
her uncle, I'rofessor J. B. Vaughan,
happeped to hear her play. He wrote
the music down as he heard it, and so
clever was the composition that it has
found a ready sale at the musie stores.

Eula's touch is remarkably sympa-
thietie. She is pretty and small for her
age, IHer musical talent i3 not confined
to either piano or organ, for she has a
pleasing childish voice, which gives
wuch promise for the future. Often
when Eula §s playing over some music
she has heard she adds variations of
her own.

Ag Eula plays her face brightens, and
it seems to those who hear her strunge
indead that so much feeling and ex-
pression should be seen in the littde
face of so young a child. She i3, as
soon as her years warrant i, to be
given a thorough musical education.
She is undoubtedly a most remarkable
medium  and like Blind Tom, will
aclileve a4 world-wide reputation.

LINES ON;EERTH.

Parting with friends is temporary death,

As all death is.

We see no more their faces,

Nor hear their voices save in memory.

But messages of love give us assurance

That we are not forgotten. Who shall say

That from the world of spirit comes no grecting,
No message of remembrance? It may be

The thought that visits us, we know not whenee,
Sudden as inspirations, are the whispers

Of disembodied spirits, speaking to us,

As friends who wait outside a prison wall

Thro' the barred windows speak to those within.

—-LONGFELLOW.

Chicago, whose pastor, the Rev. Frank
W. Gunsaulux, will agree to continue in
charge only on condition that he be
given a first-cluss assistant and that
the church creed be broadencd. lie
says he would have “Ilymouth Church
open a door large enough to admit a
man as rveliglously great as Abraham
Lincoln, however small he might
be theologically.” Rev. Artemas J.
Haynes, who {s proposed as his assist-
ant, expresses his views as follows:

“We should have no further con-
ditions of membership, or fellowship,
than those which Jesus established.
Those conditions were religlous rather
than theological; ethical rather than
metaphysical; moral rather than dog-
matic. We should emphasize the same
conditions to-day. and no others. 1
firmly Delieve this would be the first
step of a return to the simplicity and
beantiful effectiveness of that early
Christian fellowship.”

This attitude is widely variant from
the stern, unyielding adherence to the-
ologienl dogma which has thus far
characterized old school Presbyterian-
ism., hether it Is a sign of deterjora-
tion or advancement it I8 not the prov-
ince of a secular ohserver to say. But
it is certain that greater liberalism is
tne tendeney of the age.

EPISCOPALS NOT CATHOLICS.
™ 7The trienntal convention of the Epis-
copal church, in session in the city of
Washington as we write, has just dis-
posed of two proposed amendments to
their constitution indorsed at its last

-preceding sesston.  The first of these

proposed to officially designate the
Protestant Episcopal church as ** a por-
tion of the Catholic -church” The
amendment was defeated 108 nays to
3 yeas.

This indicates thal there is still a de-
termination to maintain the Episcopal
church as an independent organization,
notwithstanding the attempts to bring
it back into the parent fold.

THE BIBLE IS ORTHODOX,

“The Bible does not favor any of the
heretical sects,” claims a Presbyterian,
“but it s grthodox to the core. The or-
thodox ereed is a natural outgrowth
from the book.”

Spiritualists generally do not care
whether the book teaches orthodoxy or
heterodoxy. They view it as the pro-
*duction of a Catholic priesthood, got-
ten up at a time when the people be-
gan to repulse the many false claims of
the church. The book was still further

filled with-interpolations when Luther

and his co-reformers made war upon
the DPope for his vile method of selling
indulgences {o sin, .for the purpose of
raising” money to. build St. Peter's..If
such hellish -procedure was not ortho-
dox it was because the monks lacked
brains to express orthodox-views.

“Edith Bramley’s Vislon.” Vivid de-
seription of a Jesult spirit ‘conclave,
together with ‘nferesting corroborative

‘testimony. Price 15 centz, For sale at

SETTLED AT LAST.

Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage has settled
the evolution question for all time, he
declaring in a late sermon that:

“Ivolution, in the first place, is up-
and«down, out-and-out infidelity; in the
sccond plice, It Is contrary Lo the facts
of sclence; and, in the third place, it is
brutalizing in Its tendencey.”

Sir Oracle having spoken, the rest of
the world should remain silent. But
one siatement he made during that ad-
dress should atitract the attention of all
thinkers. We quote:

“1 want you to understand that
Thomas Paine [Talmage is getting re-
spectful. HHeretofore he has always
mentioned the “Author-Hero of the
Revolution,” us Tom I"aine] and Hume
and Voltaire no more thoroughly disbe-
lieved the Holy Scriptures than do all
the leading scientists who Dbelieve in
evolution.”

'l':\]:}ln;:e further on in his address
names Ierbert Spencer, John Stuart
Mill, Darwin, Tyndall, Huxley, Profes-
sor Ilaeckel, and other well-known ev-
olutionists, and concludes: *“Without
one exception the world over, they are
fufidels.” In this last statement we be-
lieve Rev, Talmage told the truth. Had
he named well-known characters who
are not infidels, but who agree with
him, that man was manufactured out-
vight in the Garden of Eden, perfect in
all his parts at the very beginning, he
would. doubtless, have first named the
Rev. Mr. Jasper.

The reader will always keep in mind
that unless a person believes Jesus was
virgin-born: that he was the natural
son of God Almighty; was co-cqual
with the Father, yea, was that Father
himself. he is an infidel in the eyes of
an orthodox clergyman, ana a fit sub-
ject for endless dampation, with no
rights a Christian is bound to respect.

‘A CHURCH DANCING-CLASS.

Those old fogies who don't believe
the world moves will be shocked to
read the following telegram from New
York to the Chicago Record:

“The First Congregational church of
Jersey City proposes to put the sanc-
tion of the church on dancing, and to
help its young people learn by provid-
ing a competent instruclor for them.

“This church, of which the Rev. John
L. Scudder is pastor, is one of the old-
est congregations in Jersey City. But
it is strictly up-to-date. It has two
church buildings, an assembly hall and
a big place called the People's Palace,
where the young people of the parish
have a good timé. Besides, it does
much in¢charity. o o

u¥oltaire’s  Romances.” transiated
from the Fremch, With pumerous il-
lustrations. These lighter works of the

‘| brilliant Frenchman, and invincible en-

emy of the Catholic Church, are yorthy
of wide reading. Wit, philosophy and
romance are combined, with the skill of
‘a master mind. Price $1.50.° For sale
at this office. '

DIFFEREXNCE OF OPINION, . .|
_ The Clicago Record, in a late issue,
sald: “Without the thorough prepara-
tion gliven by the naval school the brill
fant successes achleved by the Amer-
ican navy would not have been pogs-
ble. The war, therefore, has demon-
strated the value of schools and sehool
methods in fitting for success.”

That statement is believed to be ac-
curately correct. Now contrast it with
-the discourse of Rev. Francls I,
Smiley, 2 Presbyterian clergyman in g
Western city, of about the same date,
We quote: » .

“Now that the black and thunderous
clouds of battle have yielded to the
golden-fleeced clouds of peace, let us
not forget Him' who was above the
storm-center, the Lord God of Sabaoth,
the Lord of Hosts, the God of battles,
He has not only scattered our enemies,
but stood as a shield between us and
them, so that our easualties have been
reduced to a minimum, .

"Let us never forget in all our his-
tory, to reuder unto God His due. Since

God bhath called us to set His “people .

free,” and delivered thelr enemies into
our hand, we are coufronted with an-
other question. ’

“What would God have us do with
these millions of freed people? What
s God’s purpose? Why has e thrown

the Pearl of the Autilles around the
"neck of Columbia, presented the rich
- port to Uniele Sam, thrown those emer-
alds of the Pacific into the lup of our
country? What shall we do with the
rich legacy, God through the arbiua-
nient of arms, has presented America ¥
The priest, after the mauner of an
Indian medivine man, exploiting on the
greatness of the totem of his tribe,
credits everything to bis God's won-
drous power, and then goes on to tell
what he wants in the premises, as if
he was his privy counsellor,

Turn the dial of time hack a few
thousand years, then if discoursing to

knowing all albout God's purposes
would have been welcomed, but it ig
not appropriate to this age of scientiflie
kuowledge,

0UR FALL AND
WINTER CAMPAIGN,

It will he especially brilliant.
story hy Charles Dickens, given through
the mediumship of the gified Carlyle
Petersilea, of Los Angeles, Cal,, will
prove instruetive and invresting, It
seintillates (hroughout with grand spir-
itual truths, 1t will Le commenced
early in October.

Moses Hull will add bhis splendid
erudition to the attractiveness of the
paper by giving a series of articles.

We have made arrangements to have
a series of lectures reported, as given
through the remarkably gifted speaker,
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond. They will
prove a veritable feast, They will ap-
pear from time to time,

Everyone who subscribes for The
Progressive Thinker, will receive uutil
further orders the followwg lectures
combined in one paper:

L “Christmas, Christ and the Cross,”
by Moses Hull. Tt Is exeecedingly valu-
able. It s a mine of lnstructive infor-
mation. The facts presented are worth
to any thinker at least one dollar,

2. "The World's Parlinment of Relig-
ion. An address by Mrs, Cora L. V,
Richmmond. This address gives the “Re-
Hirlous Aspect” of our cause; also the
“Philosophical Aspeet,” aud the “Phe-
nomenal Aspeer” followed by a “Ile-
sume of its Work and Inftuence.” This
address should be read and re-read by
every thoughtful Spirvitaalist,

3. *Irail of the Serpent—Landmarks
of Roman Catholicisny in History,” By
A L Griffen, No one on thix earth to-
dag (s hetter posted thay Mr, Griffen in
regard to the deep-seated corruption in
the Catholic churck  His views will
not only interest you & they will ap-
pall yon with their showing ¢ cruelty
and perfidy. This arvicle alone g well
worth a year's subscription te¢ the
paper.

4, “A Ritual—8pirttual Funcral Serv-
fee,” by Hudson and Emma Rood Tute
tle. This is what its title implies, diree-
tions for copducting a funeral where it
Is hinpossible to secure a desirable per-
son to officiate, The sentimems are
pathetie, philosophical and eloquent re-
minders of the beauty of the change
called death, Tt should be in every
family, ready for any emergeney.

b, “Evolution and Revolution,” an
address by that master mind, oo,
A. B. Freneh, of Clyde, Ohiv. A most
eloquent, thoughtful discourse, by one
who is not excelled as an orator and
profound thinker. It is a mine of val-
uable information.

Besides the above, 1liere are other
valuable and instructive aricles, All
combined this is the most remarkable
paper ever ixsued from the Spiritual-
istic press. It will afford yon mental
food for reflection during the fall and
winter months, It will he sent forth
free to every yearly and trial sub-
seriber, Not only  will every yearly
subzeriber get the above paper when
they send in their subscription, but by
sending 20 cents in addition (which
pays for postage and mailing) they will
get Art Magie, a most vatlualle book.
1t is elegantly bound, nicely printed,
and is an ornament to any venter table,
What we offer to every yearly sub-
seriber to The Progressive Thinker
who sends $1.20; Fifty-two numbers of
the paper; one paper contiining the
above attractions, invaluable to every
reflective mind, and Art Magie, a single
copy of which has been sold for $25.

You who cannot send in one dotlar for
the paper. send 25 cents for a three
months’ subseription. Keep in touch
with the great Spiritual movement,

On account of pressure on our col-
umns, occasioned by the discussion of
important questions in connection with
the N. S. A, the Message from Spirit
Charles Dickens, and thie series of ar-
ticles by Moses ITull will not appear un-
til about the first of November.

AN ANTI-CLERIC.

The chairman of the Spanish Ieace
Commission, Senor Rios, Is said to be
the ablest member of that body, He
was educated for the priesthood, but
abandoned that profession for law and
politics. He is the Dresident of the
Spanish Senate; is very bitter against
the clergy, still the Queen Regent and
all parties but the cleries give him their
confidence. -

-

- “Cosmian Hym Book.” A ecollection
of original and selected hymus, for lib-
eral and ethical socleties, for schools
and the howe; compiled by L. K, Wash-
burn. This volume meecis a . public
wait, It comprises 238 cholce selections
of poetry, and music, embodying the
highest morpl sentiment, and free from

all sectarianism. .Price, 50 cents. For
sale at this office, T

the iguorant masses, his pretense of -
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AS ViéWed by a Special
Moses,” in

To the Editor:—The N, 8. A, is In ses-,

glon, 'the delegates are full of re-
pressed emotion, Rumors of atl kinds
fill the air. Ominous slgns can be in-
terpreted by the initlated alone. In the
Red Parlor of the Lbbitt House, lust
evening, a reception was held of a most
informaql character. The New Englind
delegation of fifty-two people are as
usuil the banner delegition. They ar<
rived at 1:40 Monday afternoon, with
bauners waving, and tags flylng, Whe
reception was & most brilliant affafr.
Daintily dressed womaen mingled with
delegates of the sterner sex, Yvery-
body was radiant. Iaces beamed with
smiles of -welcome for each other, as if
every heart was filled to overflowing
with love for each brother and sister
delegate, Not a trace of antagonism
avas apparent, everyone was so sure of
obtaining their way. Of course, some
lobbying was done; but the 4nitiated
were not deceived by these outward
appearances, It was like the calin
which precedes the storm which might
burst- at any moment. - Ominous
- phyases, only known in the vocabulary
of politicians, drop row snd auon upon
the ear. “Dark horse;”’ “will spring it
.upon the convention;” *“wire pulling;”
‘e can manage it through the prox-
jes;” “how many votes can you hold?”’
These are some of the mutierings the

delegate with ear ulert to the exigen-)

- cles of the hour can hear. Is it a Spir-
itunlist convention?  Assuredly it is,
but hardly a spiritual counvention en-
_ tirely.

There seems to be more electioneer-
ing this year than at any previous con-
ventlon. Iverybody realizes that there
is something in the air, The

CRY 1S CHANGE, CHANGE!

.- yet no one seems willing to risk the
weaction which might come of publicly
announcing the name of their favorite
candidate at this tlme. One would not
‘think that there could possibly Dbe
found so many office seekers. ‘Iruly,
“there must be a wonderful faseination
attached to it, The criticisms of the
“last two years-do not seem to deter any
one from entering the lists.

The comwmittee on eredentlals refused
{0 sanction the appointment of anyone
-as8 a proxy delegate unless they had the
authority to do so from the officers of
the soclety, or some onc selected by the
game, This has in a measure regu-

- lated the proxy question, though it has
in no sense e¢liminnted the danger of
the system. A well-known lawyer of
Washington, D, C., sald to-day that the

"~ - entire proxy representation was illegal;

Ahat if carrled to a contest in court, it
would be demonstrated that proxies are
only legal for shares of stock in stock
companies. However, the proxies are
here and seemingly 1o stay.

The N. 8. A, edition of The Progress-

{ve Thinker is here for distribution. To
oy that it is

READ WITH AVIDITY

1§ stating it mildly Your correspond-
L ent saw a delegate reading It thismorn-
ing -and smiling to himself, Truly it
:-has created a healthy reactiom, and
will bave good results. ILveryone feels
that a crisis Is at hand, and that we are
here, as one delegate expressed himself,
Ato attend a funeral or witness a resur-
rection.” .
. Retrenchment is the word of the
fiour, To have the president serve
avithout salary; the sccretary serve
with a small compensation; the trustees
be business men of ability, with a few
millionaires to back up the deficits, is
the watchword of the hour. Apologies
for the Jubilee deficit will also claim
attention here, Mr, Frank Walker and
sister are here to hold up their end of
the line,

The recommendation of Iresident

Barrett, that the president’s office be:

po longer a salaried one, called out a

“round of applause. His resume of the

work of the year and speclal recom-

mendations in regard to the conduet for
the future, met the approbation of an
enthusiastic audience, who listened pa-
tlently and with the deepest interest
for (wo hours while Mr. W. J. Colville

* read the report of President Barrett.
Many were indeed surprised when it

announced that the finances of the N.

S. A. were $1,200 behind, not including

“.about $000 still owigg the president,
.yveith about a credi v}f 370, which in-
cluded a-note which he gave to cover

~ the expenses of his trip to the GCalifor-

- pia State Association, which lhe has

bad charged to lim, though why he

should pay his own expenses when

* traveling on the business of the N, 8.
‘A., was not made plain.

- Everyone scems satisfied with the
work of the commuittee on credentials.
They have been very strict, and only
allowed societies which “were entitled
to representation to have it.  There
was no criticisimn of their metheds this
year; everyone is on their good be-
~havlor.

Rumor has it that Moses Hull is out
for president; also that Mr. J. L. Town-
send, of Lima, Ohlo is a “dark horse.”
Others name Judge Dailey, of Brook-
Iyn. N. Y. President Barvett is a candi-
date for re-clection. Mr., B. B. Hil], of
Philndelphia. is also named as an aspi-
rant for presidential honovs. In this
case rumor is absolutely wrong. Mr.
Hill upon being questioned, said he had
served his turn and under no circum-
-stances would he allow his name to be
usced.

Dame Rumor scems to be sure that

- Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader can be induced
to change her mind and allow hersell
to.go Yorward as a candidate for
either vice-president or some other
office; but Mrs, C. says “not any office

. for her.”

- Mrs. M. T. Longley and Mr. Wood-

“.bury seem to be the most prominent
candidates for the secretary’s place,
though there are others coming. No
‘one can tell the outcome.

Many call for a full change in the

- board. Others wish 1o retain Mr. Bar-

.- rett, but at this writing there is not
enough psychic power concentrated
around all the delegates to enable any-
one to foretell {the outcome.

“The best laid echemes of mice and

- . men aft gang aglee.” There is no tell-

“ fng what a lot of Spiritualistic dele-

. gates will do. They know what they

-Jvant to do; but it is the doing of it that

18 the rub. Everyone is united on one
point, that the winners this time wiil

- peed our most earnest sympathy, and

", avith thefinancial load they have to

face it looks as If they will need it. A

little of the ‘“boodle” element at the

-_-present crisis would come in good.

-7 M E. W. Wallis was the first speak-
' er of the evening. President Barrett
before intrbducing him, read the letters

- .of greeting from the National Federa-

tion of Spiritnalists of England, of

-7+ mhich Mr. Wallis was president during
- the past year. Mr. Wallis is the editor

of tle-Two Worlds, of -Aahchester,
"England, a3 well as a very eloguent
. speaker and writer, P
- "President Barrett referred to-the la-
~ bors.of Mr. Wallis for Spiritualism in
. England and America and welcomed
" . him to our shores. .~

Conesyondei, and “Our
Attendance,

Upon risibg to address the audlence,
M, Wallis received a most enthusiastic
round of applauwse, afounting to an
ovation, He referved to- he Interna-
tional Coungress of Bpiritualisis jn Lon-
don, dwelling upon the delegation from
America, consisting of Dr. J. M. Pee-
bles, Mus. Richmond, Mrs. M. E. Cad-
walluder and Mys. J. H. Jackson. ife
gave a4 brief resume of the movement
in Great Britain, the lycewn movement
and the work of the National Assocla-
tion of Spiritualists whieh held its con-
vention at Xeighley, Yorkshire, in
July, and where America was repre-
sented by Dr. J. M, Peebles, Mrs, M, 1,
Cadwallnder and Mrs, J. 4. Jackson.
He contrasted the worlk done at ‘that
time with {hat of the present conven-
tion, to which he is a delegate from
London, Ontario, Mr, Wallis is 2 most
eloquent speaker, his words clean cut,
and bearing with thein the impress of
his earnestness and loyalty to the cause
he represents, o

SPECIAL CORRLESPONDENT,

A GENERAL LOOK, -

The Convention as Seen by
Moses Hull.

I — .

To the Editor:—I am ashamed to say
I wrote from 8 to 10 o'clock last night
expressly for the readers of The Pro-
gressive Thinker, and then went off
and left all I had written in the hall,
The readers of The Progressive Think-
er will never know what they have
escaped.

Well, the copvention has done its
work and many of its members are on
the way home. I think the eight pages
published in a recent number of The
Progressive Thinker served as

AN EYE-OPENER
to the members of the conveniion as
well as ‘Lo others. All seemed to be on
the alert. All felt that sowething must
be done; that it was no child’s play to
save the Natlongl Spiritualists’ Asso-
clation. All, I think, tried to learn from
the past mistakes, which I think were
made by as honest and earuest men
and, wownen as can be found anywhere.

I feel sure that while a few went
there with axes to grind, the great ma-
jority went there to correct mistakes
and set the Assoclation right Lefore the
world, Of course there were not

HALR OFFICES ENOQUGH

to go around among those who wanted
them, and wanted them badly. I think
even with {hose the motives were pure.
1 think they felt that they had plans
the carrylng out of which would make
things move faster in the right direc-
tion.

While I am perfectly satistied with
results, 1 wanted to see the whole
board of officers, either remain in to-
gether, or go out together, 1t is prob-
ably wiser as it I8,

There is no doubt that all assemblies
are liable to Le more or less loaded
down with friends or enemies of cer-
tain movements or certain candidates;
that it was so In-this case is probably
in o measure true. Buf the thing can
hardly be done again, Several meas-
ures were passed which will relegate
Jobbylsts 1o smaller quarters in the
future.

Each soclefy hereafter must select its
own delegate or proxy. All nominations
shall be made by secret, informal bal-
lot. Other important measures swere
adopted, making the work of tbhe Asso-
cintion

MORE DEMOCRATIC.

I fully believe that all the Spiritualists
generally want {8 to know what is
right, and they are going to do it.

Anotber good move was 1o change
our rules as 10 mwake our anuual

ASSEMBLAGLES MOVABLE,

instead of confining 1liem all to Wash-
ingten. This gives differcnt cities an
opportunity 1o Dbid for the annual
assemblage, The poor village of Chi-
cago will have to endure the aflliction
in Qctober, 1899,

The late convention was not quite so
large as former assemblages of the
kind, but the qualify of those there and
the work will compare favorably with
any assemblage of Spiritualists ever
held. 1 think no one nced feel ashamed
of the work done, ’

The committee on resoluiions,headed
by Hon. E. W. BDond. of Willoughby,
Ohio, presented a string of as sensible
resolutions as ever paxscd any conven-
tlon. They bore mainly ou frauds and
fakes, but none too leavily. Their
declaration of prineiples, 1 was in-
dividually sorry, did not pass; but as
two other sets of declarations were
presented hefore the conventlon, it was
thouglt well to spread all of them upon
the minutes and let the people study
them a year. T am couvinced that this
was a wise move,

1 wish I had the time and youn the
space so that I could talk on the per-
sonnel of the convention. I can only
give you a few lines, J. W, Colville, as
reading clerk, astonished everybody
with his strength to hold out, and hls
ahility to decipher hicroglyphics,

IFriend Wallls, of FEngland, was equal
{0 any task placed on his shoulders. He
is indeed an earnest man., England has
sent no better or more worthy workers
to our country. Many of us wish he
was 1o remain longer.

Cora L. V. Richmond was always-on
hand with

HER CRUISE OF OIL

to pour on the troubled waters.
Willlam Richmond is the best general
utility man in our ranks;

HE FITS EVERYWHERE

and works everywhere.

I’resident Barrett, was never {n better
working order. No couvention was
ever kept in line Detter nor more
willingly than this one was.

Mrs. Barrett iz the right woman in
the right place,

The platform decorations with few
cxceptions were very fine,

The singing—well they were silly
enough to make me Musical Director,

We now launch out for another year's
work. I think all go home as happy as
if their pet schemes had been endorsed
and their candidates elected. All will
work. Spiritualism is solidifying.

Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1898,

“History of the Inquisition.” Every
citizen of our couniry should read this
concise history of that Romish churchiy
institution known as the .Inquisition.
The animus of Romanism  against all
instilutions, beliefs and parties. not .in
conformity with the ruling powers of)

the Romish hierarchy is plainly shown |

in these statements of veritable history,
The devilishness’ and murderous ma-
lignity of the “Holy' Inquisition” ig
scarcely paralleled im all the worid's
records of inhuman atroclties. It is for
sale at this office, and will be mailed
postpaid for 26 cents, :

" SONEWHAT SPLCY.

As Reported by The Wash- |

.. ington Star,

MEMBERS AT ODDS—COMMITITER
O BPIRITUALISTS . CRITICISE
REPORY OFF SECRETARYTHAT
OIFICIAL'S AADVOCATES REPLY,

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19.

The Splritualistic  Couvention et
again this morning at Musonic Tewple,
There were several stormy scenes, but
the one inumediately following ithe
reading of the report which criticised
the annual report of the secretary was,
perhaps the most violent,

It was evident they were all down on
the secretary. He occupied a position
near the stage with an open trunk be-
fore him, from which he ocensionally
lifted a big book. But during the read-
ing of the report which criticised him
bie sat with folded arms, rocking back
and forth, L LR

Mrs. Pepper {ook the floor just as the
réading clerk finished the report.. Mris,
Pepper was evidently mad. She said
she was ashamed of the committee that
"would make such a report, LThere was
eternal justlce in every soul, she said,
but-the. report she had just listened to
was devold of everything that smacked
of justice, The report should be re-
comimitted. Others thonght 'so, and
upon motion the report was sent back
to the committee, :

MRS, CADWALLADER'S EFFORTS.

When the convention opened this
morning Mrs. Cadwallader of Phila-
delphia, one of the leading Spivitualists
of the coyntry, a ready talker and a
woman well versed in parliamentary
lnw, was possessed of numerous resolu-
tions and suggestions lookipg to the
betterment of the order. They all went
through, too. $he started the ball roll-
ing by presenting an ingulry from a
goclety in Philadelphin asking why its
charter had not Dbeen promptly re-
celved. The sociely wanted to know
why it had Dbeen subjecled to such
treatment. This inquiry brought out a
deal of talk. Seoretary Woodbury de
nied any designed slight, and said it
must be the fault of the mails. 1ie bad
received several such complaints, and
his inference was they had wliseirried,
since he was certain they had Deen
promptly mailed. Ile said in conclu.
sion that he could not conduct his office
as a Spiritualistic medium and trace
these lost charters. .

Mrs. Cadwallader said something
should be dobe to insure the safe de-
livery of such important documents,
and thought the Assoclation wus in
duty bound to look carefully into the
matter and trace these lost packages,
She accordingly offered a resolution
appointing a committee to visit the
dead letter oftice and see if any tiice of
the missing documents could be dis-
covered. Also that in future all such
documents be sent by registered mail,
The Assoclation voted dowu the first
part of the resoluiion, bnt accepted the
latter, and then, upon the lady's mo-
tlon, directed the secretary to visit the
dead letter office and search fol the
missing documents,

After the announcement of commit-
tees the chair called attention 1o
the faet that at this meeting new
officers would be eleeted. Last year-he
was criticised for the method of
making nominations, and he now pro-
posed a new plan, Each delegation was
to hold a caucus and decide upon one
person who should meet with like per-
sons from otlher delegations and make
the nominations,

This did not exactly suit Mr. Loclke,
who declared there should be nothing
done on the floor of the couvention un-
less it was open and above board. He
decried the nominating plan, and said
if 1t were a political convention he
could pack every meeting so as to have
his candidate nominated. Nor did he
approve of proxies in ilie convention,
They should all be thrown out. He was
in favor of making all nominations on
the floor In open session.

Mr. E. M. Wallis, the delegate from
England, asked what protection a
Canadian socicty, chartered under the
Natlonal Assoclation, received from a
legal standpoint. This provoked a
great deal of talk without bringing out
the desired reply. It was said in-
cidentally that the National Association
would help the Canadian society finan-
clally if In trouble, but counld not state
exactly what its legal status was under
the United States charter.

number of delegates over a suggestion
of Mrs. Cadwallader that all reports
shiould be published in advance of the
regular meeting in order that the dele-
gates be given an opportunity of ac-
quainting themselves with them. Mueh
time was lost, she said, in reading the
reports, ard when they were read the
delegates did not have a chance to
properly understand them. 1f they
were published in advance of the regu-
lar meeting all would lLave an oppor-
tunity of understanding ibem and,
when seated in conventlon, would be
ready to discuss them intelligently.

Mrs. Cadwallader was ably seconded
in her endeavor to expedite business by
Mrs. Barrett, who made a strong specch
in its advocacy.

PLACE OF ANNUAL MEETING.

During the morning session the sub-
ject of moving the place of anpnual
meeting was discussed. It was rep-
resented that, under the act of in-
corporation, it would be Impossible to
change the meeting place without an
act of Congress. Mr. Theodore J.
Mayer said he had looked the matter
up and consulted a prominent lawyer,
who gave It as his opinfon that as long
as the Association kept ijts head-
quarters bere it could move the place
of annual meeting whenever it elected.

The Association then seated Mr,
Thomas J. Wheeler of the Third Spirit-
uvalistic Church of Baltimore as a dele-
gate. His credentials had been lost.

After this came the reading of the
report -of the committee appointed to
examine the secretary’s report, and the
wmorning session ended when this inci-
dent closed.

SESSION LAST EVENING.

The evening session of the Spiritual-
ist Convention last night was not well
attended, owing to ‘the inclement
wenather, After the rendition of several
hymns, Mr. E. W. Wallis, of Man-
chester, England, spoke of the:influ-
ence of the Yaith in England. His re-
marks were intently listened to, and
when he concluded he was rapturously
applauded. Mrs. Rachel Walcott. of
Baltimore, spoke of the development of
Spiritualism, and declared she saw
angel tands and heard angel voices

urging her to redouble her efforts for

the cause. Mr. George A. Bacon, of
Washington, D, C., read a reply to the

_oceasion to -defend the officers of the
organization, Other  addresses: were
made by Mrs. Clara Fleld Conarnt, Dr.
. A, Croffut, Dr. C. W. Hidden, Mrs,
Tjllie U. Rernolds and Dr. J. M. Pec-
Dles. Durlng the evening tests. were
performed by T. H. Roscoe and F. A.
Rglggln, who delivered messages from
departed
- {riends in

souls to their surviving
the hall, L

”

Then followed a cross-fire beh;een a’

criticisms of the ‘Agsociation, and took’

sk

The cosmopolitan character of The Progressive
Thinker is well known. Being the largest Spirit-
ualist paper published- to-day, it is enabled to
keep its readers in touch with the Cause through-
out the world, something that is utterly impossi-
ble with a smaller paper. It has given them the
thoughts of leading minds; it has spread the Na-
tional Spiritualists’ Association before them in
its proper light (something never attemll)ted' be-
fore), and by, candid criticism advanced it to a

|higher plane of action. It has given them a

greater variety of miscellaneous matter than is
possible with any two of the other dollar papers
combined. Next week it will commence the pub-
lication-of a message from the great author,

GHARLES DIGKENS.

It was written through one of California’s best
mediums, Carlyle Petersilea, and is entitled,
“Juno, or the New Woman.” It will be refresh-
ing to read if, for it is Spiritualistic, anti-Catholic,
and sets high ideals. Now, Spiritualists cvery-
where, we ask you to step to the front and sub-
seribe for The Progressive Thinker, and thus
keeg in touch with our great movement. You
need the paper; you need its premiums; you
neéd its news; you need its sublime teaeflings.
The Fall and Winter Campaign is now commenc-
ing, and ask your neighbor to subscribe. Every
Spiritualist should take a Spiritual paper of some
kind. If they do not, they are in the background.

Besides the above attractions, Moses Hull,
Prof. Lockwood, Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Dr.
Pecbles, and many others will have something
to say of spegial importance.

The Progressive Thinker is unique in its meth-
ods. It is' independent; it is practical. Who
ever é)l'ojeqted a Divine Plan in t]he management
of a })irimalist paper before we did? Hundreds
of dollars were actually given to our subscribers
last year, in a valuable premium hook, and hun-
dreds of dollars are being given away this year.
We do this to benefit our subscribers spiritually
and intellectually. While we are striving to do
this, they in turn should try to extend our useful-
ness by inducing others to subseribe for the
{)a-per. The Divine Plan should extend to your
ives, and you in turn aid others by inciting them
to join our ranks in the great progressive move-
ment, and read The Progressive Thinker.

A VOIGE FROM ENGLAND.
The High Appreciation There for At Magic,

It gives me great pleasure to obtain new
subscribers, as I find The Progressive Thinker is
filled with live matter on burning subjects and
questions of great moment. I consider your list
of able correspondents, headed by Mr. Moses
Hull, is second to none for dealing with vital
questions of Spiritualism and- reformatory sub-
jeets ; and your system of premium volumes caps
the climax.

Some years ago I was very anxious to read
Art Magic; but the work was scarce and could
not be got. A friend promised to loan me a
copy on condition that'when mailing it back to
him I would register its value at £5, and that
was the price he registered at when mailing it to
me. I merely mention this to your readers so
that they may see what value this excellent work
has been held: at in England, and you, Mr. Edi-
tor, are making your readers a present of it for
a little over postage, just sufficient to pay cost
for packing and despatching. How you manage
it is beyond my ken. I sincerely hope your gen-
erous offer will win you thousands of subscribers
for The Progressive Thinker, as I am trying to

do here. Your well-wisher,

b

- % ALFRED T. LITSON, Secy.
British Spiritualists Lyceum Union, Eng.

*Right Living.” By Susan H.WIXoB.; *phe Dead Man's M .
The author shows a wise practicality in 1 mgame Lby Flo:e - ::S&ge. ,a:t?c'crlgé
her metliod of teaching the principle of | yythor's wide experience in Spiritual-
ethles, She illustrates her subject with| 1sm and her study of occult  sclence
many. brief narratives and. anecdotes; ! 5y prepared berto write this Tomance,
which render the ‘book more interesting | which will be found laden with gems
and more casily comprehended. It 18: picked up in the course of herAnvest-
especially adapted for usé in Children's gation and studies. Gloth $1. For sale
Lyceum. - In the hands of motbers and gy this ofice, . 4

teactiers 13 n{gy Ii)lel gm%e-v%ryd\mefuL _ i S
Young. and old will be benefited by it.; «pne Watseks Wonder,” To the stu.
Cloth $1. For sale at this office. dent of psychic phenomets, this pam-

“The Prophets of Israel.” By Prof.]phlet is intensely interesting. It gives
C. H. Cornill,  of the University of 'detailed accounts of twocasesof “double
“Koenigsberg. A scholarly and apprecl- i consciousness,” namely Mary Lurancy
ative historical review of the prophets Vennum of Watsekn, Ill; and Mary
of Isrnel and their works: - For sale Rernolds of Venango County, Pa Tar

at thisoffice. Paper covers, 25c. =~ {sale at this office. Price 1bc. Ny

On Delegate—s?ﬁeport. N.S.
A. Gonvention. '

§

Mr, President and fellow delegates:
Your committee reports that out of

214 socleties chartered by the National

in a report.

Thought mavy of these ave sadly defi-
cient in some of the items, there is a
marked improvement over previous
years, Your commitee recommends
that the secretary be instructed to call
for full statistics so that in future a
Jnore complete report of the strength of
the Assoelation can be glven.

Besides the regular blanks {his year
many societies have sent letters con-
cerning the condition of their affairs.
These are very interesting but in most
cases reports are very discouraging.

Your committee has carefully read all
reports sent in by the societies, and all
the letters accompanying the same, and
from them hLave compiled the various
recommendations presented in this re-
port. In some cases letters have bLeen
received hut no financlal statement.
An interesting letier from Ifall River,
Mass,, glving an account of the dona-
tions of the members of the soclety to
the Natlonal Lelief Committee, we
think worthy especial comment, and
note with pleasure the donation of the
Children’s Progressive Lyceum to the
Boys in Blue. .

Your commitiee recommends that all
societies be requested to forward their
report not Iater than ten days previous
to the convention, in order that the
statistics of sald xeport may be com-
plled as far as possible {in advance of
the assembling of the same.

Your cominittee finds it almost fimpos-
sible to do this properly in the time of
the conventiion.

Your committee recommends in ovder
to expedite businesy that all reports of
delegates or money coming in after the
close of the fiscal year, be given as a
supplementary report at the counven-
tion, and included in the report of the
following year, it being deemed meces-
sary to establish some system in ve-
gard to these reports,

Your committee recommends that the
reports of the delegates of each year be
arranged systematically and filed sep-
arately for the benetit of the Commit-
tee on Delegates’ Reports, The reason
for this recommendation is owing to
the lack system of the arrangements of
the reports this year, we find the work
of this commitiee very much increased.

Your committee recommends that a
complete list of the societies chartered
by the N. B. A. be compiled and a copy
of the same be seut to the spiritual
press for publication, and that the sec-
retary send a circular letter on matters
of interest pertaining to the work of
the N. 8. A. at least once a month to
the Secretary of each chartered soclety,
with the request that it be read at the
meetings, We think that 1his method
of communication will keep the char-
tered associations closely in touch with
the interests of the National Body, and
do away with the c¢riticisms that have
been made Ly the officers of those so-
cieties who claim that the N. 8. A.
never commmunicates with them except
to plead for money.

The Ladies Independeni Aid Society,
thirough their delegate, asks for the
date of the granting of jurisdiction over
California local socleties to the Califor-
nia State Assoclation by the N. 8. A.

Your commitiee recommends that
this information be sent them and that
some action be t1aken in regard to all
charters granted by the N. 8. A, .before
the formation of the California State
Assoclation.

Your commitice recommends that no
soclety shall be allowed representation
in this convention unless it has con-
tributed at least a collection toward
the expenses of the N. 8§, A, It scems
t{o your committee that where a so-
clety feels so little fnterest In the N. 8.
A, that it negleets 1o contribute to the
expenses it certainly should be de-
barred from participating in the busl-
ness of the conventivn,

Your committee recommends that no
society shall be represented unless it
has applied for a charter at least thirty
days before the convention,

Your committee desires to call atten-
tion once more to the very bad practice
of voting by proxy. I'roxies in other
than stock companies where financisl
considerations cnter into the matter,

| should be discouraged. They do more

to disorganize associations than all
other internal dissenslons. It secms to
your conumijttee that where a soclety
feels so little interest in the annual
convention, as not 1o send delegates, it
should not be permitted to send in a
proxy. Your committee stamps with
its earnest disapproval the right of a
delinquent society to east a vote. Sure-
Iy if a society feels ro little interest in
the welfare of the National Assoclution
as nol to pay its dues, or at least send
fn an annual collection, it certainly
should be debarred from partivipating
in any way in the deliberations of the
convention,

It #s the opinion of your commitice
that the active carnest work of the as-
sociation is done by the delegates proes-
ent, and it is for them and not for those
who stay away to transact the business
of the the convention by proxy.

So we believe this association at this
time should place ungualified disap-
proval upon proxies which really mean
so little” but which provoke such had
feeling,

Your committee recommends the re-
voking of all- charters that have not
contributed for two years to the funds
of the association. Such societics exist
in name only, as far as the N, 8 A, is
concerned, and should have no repre-
sentation in the annual deliberations of
this body.

Your committee recommends that an-
other item DLe added to complete the
statisties that each society be required

to the~“N, 8. A, the current year, and
also that the word “incoming” be
stricken from the present blank, as it
is not possible to report who shall be
the Incoming officers.

Your committee recommends that a
greater effort be made to secure repre-
sentation direct from each eoclely.
Unless this is done the socleties cannot
be held in touch with the National
body, and cannot sce the necessity of
financially supporting the N. S. A.

Respectfully submitted.
M. E. CADWALLADER,
. Chairman. -
B. M. BRADBURY.
C. P. LONGLEY.
CARRIE F. LORING.
FRANCES H. SPALDING.

“Mediumshlp and Its Development,
and How to Mesmerlize to Assist Devel-
opment.”” By W. H, Bach. Especially
useful to learners who seek 'to know and
utiilze tue laws ‘of meflinmaship and de-
velopment, and avold “ervors. Price,
elrth, 5O cents; paper, 25 cents. -
office. ) )

“Woman, Church and State” By
‘Matilda Joslyn Gage. A royal volume,
of more than common intriosie value,
The subject is treated with masterly
ability; showing what tne church has
and has not dcne for woman. It is full
of informationonthesubject,and should

be read by every one.  Price $2, post.

—_

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

Spiritualists Assoclation, 50 Lave sent:

to report how much it bas contriboted |

The above s the number of tho pres.
ent i{ssue of ‘The Progressive 1hinker,:
as printed at the top of the first pag
right hand corner, 1f this number co
responds with the figures on youy wrap-
per, then the time you have paid for Lag-
expired, and you are requested to renew,
your subscription, Thils number at the
right hand corner of the flrst page is ad-
vanced each week, showing the number
of Progressive Thinkers issued up to
date. Xecp watch of the number on
the tag of your wrapper.

KEEP IN STEP.

Keep up with the Free Thought pro;v'”

.cession! You can do so by sending to .
this office $1.20 and thus secure The
Progressive Thinker one year aund Ayt

Magic. Art Magic is practically free to -

3

e

every yearly subscriber, the 20 cents

only a little more than paying for {he

postage or expressage. If you tuke po - -

Spiritualist paner then you can not keep

in step with our great movement, and. -

will necessarily lag in the rear. If yo
are a Spiritualist, and take no Spiritual-
ist paper, please tell us why you do not?
We would like to know,

(EEP IN TOUGH,

XKeep in touch with the great spiritual’
movement, You can do 8o by reading
The Progressive Thinker cach weel,
The paper one year and Art Magle costs
only $1.20. “The Look is almost wholly -

a gift, as the 20 cents only a little move -

than pays for the expense of mailing, ™
Art Magic is splendidly gotten up, Is el-
egantly bound Ilu cloth and " nicely -~
printed on filne book paper, and wil}
grove a valuable acquisition to your lis-
rary. o

Premium Term's*

REMEMBER that all or-
ders must he accom-
panied by their requi-
site amounts, viz:

ART MAGIC and The

Progressive  Thinker -

One Year, $1.20,

ART MAGIC, Ghost Land
and The Progressive

Thinker One Year,
8'170!' '

TAKE_ NOTIGE

Bear In mind that the order for the
premium bovk must always be accom-
paniced by a year's subscription to The
Progressive Thinker., You will not be
allowed to order the paper, and after-
wards send for the premium, The two
orders must come together, Each ope .
can get the premium at auy {ime by ex-:
tending his subscription one year, On
no other terms will the premium Dbe
sent out,

- CLUBS ! GLUBS!

In clubs of Yen Subscribers, at Que
Dollar cach, The Progressive Thinker
will be seut oue year, including that
magnificent book, Art Magie, free, and
the paper and same book free to the
one who gets up the club. The names
must all be sent at oue time, Now is
the time to act.
fer, to each subscriber—a valuable book
which 1s of itself, as prices go, worth
%1.50, saying nothing of ffty-two week-
ly visits of The Progressive Thinker,
A club can Le gotten up at every post-
office in the United States, with a little
cffort, ag every Spiritualist, every The-
osophist, and everyone scarching into
the occult or spiritual should have the
bhook and paper. Ten yearly subsecrib-
ers, ten Art Magics, $10. .

A LIBRARY.

The Spiritualist who commences nosw,
to form a Spiritualist or Occult library,
by subscribing for The Progressive
Thinker and obtalning Ghost Lang, is
wise. If he rejeet this offer, his neighs
bor will soon advance ahead of him,aud
he will sneak over to borrow what he
had not the enterprise to pay for. Wa
{hink. in view of what we are doing,
that The Dregressive Thinker should

visit every Spiritualist family in the 2
Cowimence now, we re-- -

United States.
peat, to form a Spiritualist or Occult
library by subscribing for The Pro-
gressive Thinker.

— —

Just think of this of-

P

The Principles of Nature, as Discov< -

ered in the Development and Structure:

of the Universe. Material apd Spiritual - .’

Magnetic Forces. Laws of Spiritual

a

Manifestations and Mediumship. Spfr- = "

itun] Planes and Spheres. Given inspi-

rationally, by Mrs, Maria M. King. In - -
8v0. A remarkable

three volumes, ’
work; among the greatest in the liter-
ature of Bpiritualism, Price reduced

from $1.76 to §1.25 per volume. Posts . |

age 12 cents.

“Progression, or How a Spirlt Ad... .0

vances in Spirit-life.” “The Evolution

of Man” Two papers, given in the in- -,

terest of spiritual science, by Michae
Faraday. Price 16 cents. B
«Principles of Light ana Color,”
E. D. Babbitt, M. D, LL. D. A truly
great work of a master mind, and one .

By

whom Spirituslists should delight to .
honor. The result of years of deep -

thought and patient research Into-Na-. - -

ture's finer forces are here garnered

and made amenable to the well-being of - o

humanity. Medica' men especlally, and -

sclentists, general ~aders and students
of occult forces will find Instruction of -
great value snd Interest. A large, four-

pound book, strongly bound, and con-- . -

taining beautiful illustrative plates. -
For sale at this office. ' Prié. postpaid,
85, It is s wonderful work 'and you:
will be delighted with it o
“Religlous ana Theological Works of |
Thomss Paine.” Contalns his cclebrated-
“Age of Reason,” and a number of let- -
ters and discourses on religious and the- -
ological subjects. Cloth binding, 430

pages. Price $1. For sale at this office, ~













