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TRUE TO THEIR INSTINCTS.
The preachers still continue faithful
to- their criminal record. /f'heir usual

- ginis that of gallantry, growing out of

their love: for yellowdegged chickens;

- - but there are occaslonally departures in

“other directions, having speciaily in
view the replenishing of empty purses,

) _thieir parishioners too frequently failing

to minister to their large needs. The

‘Catholic clergy, with handsome per-

. "quisites for praying loved oues out of

.purgatory, with ability through the con-
Tesstonal to learn of the shortcomings

. in the way of charlty of the dear sisters,

““are not so often publicly involved in
“gocial scandals as are their Protestant

name of the church, though {nuring to

.-~ thelr own benefit.
“ The reader must not suspicion the’

©" " priesthood have reformed their habits

. ""beeause The Progressive Thinker does

- not devote large space to their mis-

deeds. If it shonld only make brief
“mention of their turpitude there would
~be litlle space for other matter. Of
course gevs, Covert, Becker & Co., gen-
*ilemen of unexceptional habits, though

‘glyen to exaggeration when telling ofl

eir great ability to erush Spiritunlism,
‘are . not included in this category,

. peither are the heretics who have the

4

courage of their own convictions.
Counterfeiting the coin of the realm
~usually requires too much mechanical
' gkill to be adopted as a pursuit by the
pulpiteer; but the Rev, Jucob Hostetier,
~at Canton, 0., the home of President
MeKiuley, consclous there was a short-

& .age in coln, attempted to improve the

«.order of things by the manufacture of

> -dollars, half dollars, and even smaller

“,coin; but the minjons of the government

Cw got "after him, and the aged pulpiteer
now; or did at last adviees, languish in
an Olio prison. All this because the
good servant of God, engaged in saving
souls from hell, was ambltious to bring
about the prosperous times promised
by his neighbor if made ’resident.

, TIIEOLOGICAL LIARS.

Wrote Dr., Westbrook, of Philadeiphia,

in his “Eliminator, or Skeleton Keys,”
2 work advertised in these columns
jvhich all thinkers should read:
- $The real infidels of the day are the
{heological liars and pretenders who are
wilfully ignorant, or too dishodest and
cowardly to publish what they know,
He who would do the most good must
"tell the whole truth.”

The backwoods preacher who has not
access to books, whose lbrary consists
“of- the Bible and hymn book, perhaps a
‘Pew tracts and a last year's almanac,

nay not be included in this llst of

wilfully ignorant.” He believes as his
parents did, and preaches the best be
‘knows. Hell is a realty with him, as Is
‘a’ demoniacal God whose great anger
can only be pacified by torturing the
vietims of his hate. He knows nothing
sof geology or archeology, and scarcely
anything of history. The world is less
than 6,000 years old in his estimation,
“and he kvows, as does the Rev. Mr.,
Jasper, that “the earth is flat and the
“sun do move around It He koows
~that God begat a son by a Jewish

&% maliden, and the hope of salvation is in

7. brend.

“Does anyone believe a priesthood
sustained by the State will ever be less.

that son.
But the theologlans to which Rev, Dr.
Westbrook referred are educated. They

.are familiar with the sciences, have
. access to great libraries, are able to

“-reason from cause to effect, know of
- the birth, growth and decay of empires,
and the incentives to revolutions, They

Kknow that man has been an occupant of

“this globe for more than a hundred
‘millions of years, during all of which
“perlod he has been advancing by slow

~.and toilsome processes to reach his
/present elevation. But does he tell it?

Does he preach what sclence teaches
>him? Never! If he should his fellows,

“the “theological liars,” would charge

him-with heresy, and read him out of

‘i~ the c¢hurch fold.
Here and there is a preacher wiser
‘:than his class, and honest as well, but

he “doffs his priestly frock,” and the
chances are, he 16 lost to the world by

: ‘engaging in some other profession.
It mmay not be well to grieve, for

-knowledge has reached the pews,
“thanks to our sygtem of free schools,
~and’the “liars” in due time will be com-
- pelled to abandon their pulpits to gain

_than frauds?

GOOD.

. The-Itallan Government bas notified
the Czar that if the Pope is represented
g;’ﬂle peace conference, Italy will not

The creed which accepts as the foun-
tons of morals, utility, or the great-

- 44t happiness principle, holds that ac-

o8- are right {n proportion as - they
tedd to promote happigess, wrong n‘;
0

' they- tend to produce the reverse’
happiness—J. 8. Mill,. ,

- Act well at the moment; and you

Rave §, ormed-a good for eternlty.—
o B - -

companied by a photographic fllustra-

tlon of the coffin and the remains,.

which we are compelled to omit, other-
wise copy verbatim: .
“It has been supposed that embalm-

Ing tho dead and couverting the bodies §

into muinmies was the earlest and uni-
versal mode of disposing of the dead
among the ancient Egyptians.

“Dhis long-accepted theory has been
almost conclusively overturned by the
vecent startling discoveries of Prof.
Flinders Petrie, who has thrown fresh
light on the methods of burial of the an-
c¢lent Egyptians., During the excava-
tions conducted by him at Deshasheb,
about fifty miles south of Caliro, a se-
ries of old Mastaba tombs, dating back
B. €., 3,500 years, were opened, On un-
covering the Hd of @ number of wood-
en cotlins, instead of the usual type of
embalmed mumiy being revealed, the
dissected body of a woman, carefully
wrapped in mummy cloth and linenwas
dlsclosed, but the fesh had been entire-
Iy removed from the bones, unmlistak-
ably before burial. "The uncovering of
the mutllated flesh-seraped remaing at
Deshashel ranks among the most as-
tonishing archaeological discoveries of
the age, and goes far toward confirming
the theory of cannibalism among the
cultured Egyptians. The accompanying
photograph shows the dissected por-
tions of the body of a royal lady—a
priestess—named Mery, lying on thé top
of the original cofin in which her body
wag discovered. In the coffin were
found a pair of wooden mortuary san-
dals and a head rest, qn the sides of
which were painted the name and title
of the deceased noblewoman, The
head rest was used to avoid disarrang-
ing the elaborate headdress and placed
in the tomb along with her sandals for
the use of the deceased. It was made
of one block of sycamore, covered with
a coating of stucco, grained to repre-
sent costly wood. The cofiin, notwith-
standing Its nearly 5,000 years of en-
tombment beneath the sands of the
Nile, is to-day in almost perfect preser-
vation, though gsomewhat injured dur-
ing excavation and subsequent hand-
lings.

“It is the opinlon of Profs. Pefrie and
Brugsch that the custom of cannibal-
ism was brought into Iigypt Ly the
Libyan invaders who occupled Upper
Bgypt about 3300 B."C. They cut up
and dismembered the bodles of the
dead, eating the flesh as a part of the
burial ceremony to increase the eater's
own intellectual powers as well asg Im-
bibing all the magical attributes’ of the
victim consumed.”

This closing paragraph s an impori-
ant reminder to the student of old-
time practices, which are invaluable to
those who seek the origin of some still-
prevailing anclent customns, Christians
keep alive this cannibalistic practice,
by professing to convert bread and
wine into the real body and blood of
Jesus, eating and drinking them under
pretense that the benediction and cere-
mounies of the ecelesiastic has changed
them into the actual body and blood of
“our Lord.” By feasting on these re
mains of a dend God they claim to par-
take of hs charaeter, and bhecome a
part of bim, just as the Egyptians who
feasted on the flesh ond blood of pa-
rents or grand-parents, became sucees-
sors to those ancestors, and eatitled to
their honors and emoluments.

The Council of Trent, at its 13th scs-
ston, chapier 4, declared:

“By the cousceration of the hrend
and wine the whole substance of the
bread is changed into the substance of
the body of Christ, and the whole sub-
stance of the wine imato the substance of
his blood, which change is properly and
fitly called Transubstantiation by tue
Ifoly Catholie church.”

“The difference between Caiholies
and Protestants in this matter,” says a
learned clergyman of the Church of
England, “ls merely a dispute about
words.” .

Statufory law came to the aid of both
wings of the church, and made it bLlas-
phemy and an indictable offense, pun-
ishable with fine and imprisonment, {0
deny the absolute claim of the churei,
or speak contemptuously of the sacra-
ment.

So tbis Egyptian cannibalism, a terri-
Dle horror as now revealed to us, prac-
tically survives to these times, but it
bas ceased to be a horror because of its
frequency, s probably was the case
with the ancestor-eating of 5,000 years
ago.

MACHINERY TO IROTRACT
POWER.

In Bunsen's “Life of Martin Luther”
we are told that & solemn oath was
required from all students who took the
Universi{y degree of D.D. “lo devote
his whole life to study, and faithfully
to expound and defend the Holy Scrip-
{ures.” Whether this oath, or some
other corresponding obligation, is still
required from those who receive the de-
gree, we are not informed; but when
civilization was begluning 1o cmerge
from the barbarism of the Medieval
Ages it was a requirement which bad
to be obeyed.

With statutory provisions in all Chris-
tian countries, in substaoce agreeing
with that enacted during KXing
William's reign declaring—

“Any person reasoning against the
being of a God, or any person of the
Trinity, or the authority of the Holy
Scriptures, or the providence of God in
the government of the world, shall be
imprisoned for the first offense until he
shall give public satisfaction in sack-
cloth to the congregation, to be pun-
ished more severely for the second
offense, and for the third he shall suffer
death.”

This terrible statute law of England,
enacted in 1695, rematned in full force
until 1826. It was then slightly
amended, to be again modified under
the more beneficent reign of Queen Vie-
toria; but the poisonous fangs of the
church serpent still protect the Holy
Scriptures from “contempt and ridicule
by fine, imprisonment &nd Infamous
corporial punishments.”-In all the origi-
nal States of the American Union, laws
of a like character were enacted, and
many of them are still in force.

A Catholic priesthood, when the world
was sunk in Ignorance, devised thelr
system of religion; they made books,
crediting their authorshlp to God, in
fartherance of their purpose to enslave
the mind. They galned the aid of the
elvil power in protecting their base pro-
ductions from *contempt and ridicule,”
and through all the years have been
forging new books to supply evidence
demanded to make :their first fraud
seem plausible,

The educated; as shown, were bound
by eath to ald in perpetuating the fraud,
Does the reader wonder that we are still
slaves to the church, and of 2 corrupt
priesthood? Is not the-wonder greater
that s0 many of us have escaped ts
deadly fangs? - - o

The church sells heavenly benefits,
which it promises after death, - for
carthly benefits whiph it receives before
death, The charch i wise, but the
world is a fool—Washburn, . -
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.The day has gone by when the pulpit
s the prinecipal educator, or when-the
Blble {s drawn upon for the early his-
tory of humanlty, With modern learn-
ing, increased facilitles of travel, the
revival of  long-lost languages, the
abllity to decipher monuments however
ancient, the mind unfettered from
priestly rule, the press unshackled and
free, superstition no longer enslaving
thought, rendering it Incapable of
thinking in™~conflict with established
error, an old world Is revealed to us
that lies back of the fabled “beginning”
of less than 6,000 years ago, which
should put to shame tle narrow cou-
cepts of one to two generations agone.

Under the above lheadline we find in
a late Issue of the Daily News of this
cily the following epitome of history,
50 conflictlng with popular prejudice
until the late revelations of scientific
research. Good thinker, read, re-read,
then read again, while those who ave
interested in the subject matter, and
have an inclination to Lnow more of
truthful histofy, will find a great mass
of literature now open to tbeir hands
from which can be learned what ages
ago was concealed. - I

It is delightful to see -fable giving
place to fact, the sacred myths of late
ancestors resolved into their native
elements, and man rising from the
abject condition in which priesteraft
placed him, to assame his true
position as lord of this mundane
splere. " But to the News article: _

“Scholurs are pretty well agreed that
the firgt race which appears in history
as dominant was some kin to the
Chinese, a Mongolian people with many
of the characteristics which still cling
to that famjly’s various offshoots.
Their language seems to have differed
frow the pure Turkish of the steppes
as Saxon differs from 1odern
English, and from the carvings upon
the rock in various countries oecupled
by them it is to be seen that their faces
have not been changed to any marked
extent with the passing centuries.
Bgypt has had to retreat into com-
parative modernity beside these ancient
conquerors and the Semitic Baby-
lontians, who were not so long ago sup-
posed to have practiced the first ecivil-
ization, between the Tigris and
Kuphrates, are now known to have
been the successors of an older and
long-forgolten race. Fowr t{housand
years and more have passed since a
sturdy folk, with high cheek bones and
eyes aslant, appear in full possession of
the Mesopotamian region. Before them
wus a people whom they call dark-
faced,” ihe sole ascertainable relic of
their existence lingering in that adjec-
tive. The Mongol conquerors seem f{o
have come down from the Median
mountains, since their speech shows
them to be acquainted with bears,
wolves and tigers, the lion and the
palm trees of the plains coming into
their speech much later. They came
down to the seashore, and seem {o have
been the flrst maritime people, at least
the first of wlhom there is authentic
record, the knowledge of to-day sup-
planting the old supposition that the
Semitic Phoeniclans were the earlest
navigators, ‘Dhe palaces of thelr kings
were erected at Ur, on the Persian gulf,
then extending far inland.

*I'his bold race ruled the mountains
and the valley as well and the might of
their armies extended as far as the
Mediterranean or “Sea of the Sunset.”
T'his same tribe, or its cousins, setiled
in ancient Greece, in which land they
were the precursors of the clvilization
to which we owe our own; they wan-
dered west to ancient Italy, where, un-
der the name of Etruscans, they have
long baflled the students of races; they
were the Philistines’ predecessors in
Palestine, where they were given the
more speclal name of Hiltites, and it is
not without reason that the Hyk-sos,
those mysterious conquerors of Lgypt,
are believed to have been of the same
race. In all these countries except the
last they were In power long after thelr
empire had ylelded 1o the Semite in
Mesopotamia, Just as the Sewitic Baby-
lonian and Ninevite ylelded to the
greater Aryan {ribe known as Persian.
Those who look to see & repetition of
history may find curlous gratification in
tha conquest of the Turk, which has
pi¥ced all this land under the foot of
a Mongol race again, they taking the
headship from the Saracen, who had in
turn despoiled the Aryan, his Baby-
lonian cousin’s despoller. And those
who look into the possibilities of the
threatened awakening of China and the
arming of its miilions by Russia see in
this old race the sceds of universal
domination almost springing into flower
agnin,

“The religlous faith of these anclent
people s of great interest, since it has
Deen learned that they gave to the
Assyrians who succeeded to 1ihelr
{throue of empire those faiths which are
still perpetuated in the earlier books of
the Bible. One of their kings, the great-
est in the memories of his descendants,
was cast away in a little ark and found
by a king's daughter in the bulrushes
long before the era of Moses and the
Sgyptian princess; and the stories of
the Garden of Eden and of the deluge
appear to have been theirs before Abra-
Iram was born by many centuries. Not
only secular civilization, but no little
portion of our religlon to-day scems,
therefore, to have been theirs.. Even
more remarkable is the apparent fact
that the alphabet, that first possession
of the children of this literary age, has
been demonstrated to hate come from
them by Lieut.-Col. O, R. Conder, from
whose latest work, “The Hittites and
Their Language,” almost all of the con-
clusions given heretofore have been de-
rived. The reflection that these anclent
rulers of the world depend, so far as
thelr fame and memory are concerned,
upon the investigations as published by
Col. Conder and & few othey men of
profound learning in the western world,
is well calculated to give pause even to
the conquering Anglo-S8axon. The
Engl.sh-speaking race is. dominant in
the world to-day; the slipping years
may very well bring back the Mongol
to his own within a time which, how-
ever remote, {8 still to-morrow.”

READ AND OBSERVE,
Here are grand thoughts for thinkers,
from the pen of Sidney Smith, the es-
saylst of a former generation:

“Learn from the earllest days to in-
gure your opinlons against the perils of
ridicule. You can no more exerclse
your reason if you live In constant
dread of laughter than you can enjoy
life if you are in constant terror of
death. If you think it right to differ
from the times, and to make a point of
morals, do i, bowever rustic, however
antignated, bowever pedantie it may ap-
pear. Do it, not for insolence, but seri-
ously and grandly—as !a man who
wears a soul of his own in his bosom,
and does not wait till it is breathed into
him by the breath of fashion,” - .

» A beautiful behavior is better than a
beautiful form; it gives a higher pleas-
ure than statues and pictures; it is the
finest of the fine arts.—Emerson. -

- THE NATIONALI ARSOCIATION.

~* Muslelans there'ifs who would have
the whole world seftje down in perfect
sllence when they:stag or play, but the
world hearkens not mor settles down in
silence. The uufverse 18 so large and
operated by such'laws as are un-
bridleable, unfortunately for these mu-
slclans, and if they émg or play it musi
be to those wlo are within the limita-
tious of those sounil vibrations. ‘

Au editorial in {lle Banner of Light of
date October 8, stavfs with these words:

The eyes of the Bpiritualisis of the
Uuited States and Canada will be
turned upon’ Wasghinigton, D. C., from
now uuntil the close of the convention
ou the 21st instant,” .

The eyes of Spirl{nalists will un-

doubtedly be turned in that directlon,
and the ears, and the minds and the
tougues will be turned, but alas! where
there should be-about 800 delegates in
personal attendance there may be 100
and 200 paper proxies, turned towards
Washington,” These are easter used and
so much cheaper, you know.
- There are some commendable sugges:
tions in the editorlal, regarding ‘“I'he
National Conventlon,” and the ques-
tions that are to come up. for con-
sideratlon, chief among which {5 the
idea of keeping the National head-
quanters at Washington, But the con-
vention should be itinerant, should be
handed around among the people. If
the constitutlon has to be amended to
do this it is easy enough to do so; but
if 3t requires a three years’ term of
office # would be the worst thing that
could be done.

It i1s very natural for some of our
wmost able people, iu this world, to want
harmony—as they suggest—peace—on
their own terwms, ete.

There is harmony in digression, dis-
sension and -dlscord; harmony in the
fearful storms that sweep over the
land. There is harmony wherever there
is organization; but organizations are
composed of organisms and those are
composed of other organisms, all differ-
ing in their requirements of harmony,

Spiritualism belongs to Spiritualists
to the degree that they espouse and
strive to advance its principles, and
that word means no declaration or set
of adopted resolutions, but prineiples In
the broadest sense—that sense which
udmits of all {udividual fdeas; that
seuse in which each one can understand
it, according to bis or her capacity for
reasoning, colored by the manner in
which they have had it come to them.
1t is thelrs for consolation and comfort;
it is thelrs as a religlon or a sclence; it
i3 theirs as a business or & light {o their
pathway; it is theirs to foster and cher-
ish or to prostitute; it is theirs 1o lve
by or die by, and as they are masters
of their own affairs so will they look
upon and abor for its principles from
their own standpoint; but it is thelr
cause, thelr Spiritualism,

Inch one's sensorium receives inspira-
tion according to his 6r her human ca-

pacity or measure and imparts it the
same,

The Progressive Thinker belongs to
Spiritvallsm. Its columns are for Bpir-
itualists to reason through, so far as
space  will admlt; - theirs to visit
through; theirs ‘1o ' offer ecriticisms
tbhrough, regarding things most ad-
vantageous angd most derogatory to the
cause; theirs through which to adjust
and readjust the wheels of progress ac-
cording 1o their various notions, fads,
idiosyncrasies and varied philosophies
ot life, death-nnd futurity in an amica-
ble and good-natured mauner,and while
one head evolves this great medium into
the most Interesting collation of pro-
found, variegated, soul-nourishing com-
pllation of good things, ever presented
in one paper, it is the propenty of the
Spiritualists, with no arbitrary dictator
on its throne.

As men differ in general appearance
s0 they will differ in ideas. This is ex-
pected, and so long as ,,hoy hold the
proper respect for each ‘other's\ views
and argue from the standpoint of rea-
son and justice, and with the view of
convincing others of the error of thelr
ways, their criticlsms are good for the
cause, themselves and those whom they
criticise.

The discipline in Spirituallsm is not
of that strict kind that orders a court-
martial for a complaint or even a
“round robin,” as it is termed in mili:
tary parlance, But, on the other hand,

\

when the head becomes too large for'

the rest of the system, it must sooner
or later be removed and another
sclected.

It is the most inconsistent thing to do,
in our unblased, candid opinion, to keep
a permanent set of men and women in
the oflices at the head of the National
Assoclaifon. Nothing can more effec-
tively produce dissension, inharmony
and dissolution, than to have persons
remain in offlce until they can almost
truly claim ownership to the positions.
No matter how competent, no matter
how honest, wherever a salary is
altached to an office, it soon becomes a
bone of contention to be fought for, to
be schemed for, and the sbhrewdest
wire-puller is usually the victor.

The presidency at a salary of §1,200
and the secretaryship at $1,500 are
pretty good plums to pull for in these
times of financlal retrenchment and ad-
dltional war-taxes, and no wonder the
present incumbents prefer to remaln in,

The Progressive Thinker is mow on
record in no uncertain language against
this encroachment upon ‘the credulity
and fidelity of the'general spiritualistic
public, ItJs an mﬁx‘ot‘; it is & wrong,
and must be corrected! must be righted
or & still greater ¢alamity than that of
internal dissensfofi' wlll be faclng this
august body. e g

The people are awakening from thelr
state of semi-com¥; flom their dreams
of the elysian fields ‘of promised fra-
grance, to behold 4 few stern and stub-
born realities hei dnd now; to find
themselves In debt Arhile they sleep.
Now, to get out,/'sfthething must be
done while they v\;ﬁk@z

REEEG]
TO BR BEVISED,
1t is reported a-BEW revision of the

“Index of Prohibited Books” i3 to be
made by the head of the Catholics {n the,

interest of greater freedom, not, how-
ever, to allow the reading of such works
as militate against thé chureh, or ex-
pose its frauds. . . .

-The “Index” has coustituted a mate-
rial part of the machinéry which has
sustalned Christianity with its original
errors, and prevented progress; The
priests first forged books to promulgate
thelr system of religion; then prohibit-
ed under severe tecleslastical penalties
the reading of all books that exposed
their. vile arts, Though . Protestants
were not bound by these prohibitious,
they: have taken their cue from the
mother church, and: in some Instances
have denounced without stint those au-
thors who have exposed these- frauds.

" It appears from the New

York Herald
that perhaps the best evidence' of the
prevalence of the strange fatalism that
forms so large a part of the Arab faith
1s to be found In the frequent use the
Algerian makes of the rather over-
worked expression “Mextoub!” “Ii was
written.” Near Bouguriat there lives a
celebrated marabout, Sidt ben Tekouk
by name, who is credited with an in-
Leritance from his father of strange
and supernatual powers.

~ From every quarter of the populous

Dahra reglon an almost continuous car-
avan of people who desire to consult
the holy man wends its way toward his
unpretentious abode.

These pllgrins to the shrine of occult
wisdom, by the way, are pretty certain

of being entertalned by the holy man in.

royal style. The heavy expenses con-
sequent upon the giving of this per-
petual hospitable reception are defrayed
by the faithful whom Sidl ben Tekouk
holds under his spirvitual sway. ar

Even the European colonist must seek
his aid in discovering the authors of the
theft of a horse, a camel or a part of his
harvest. '

The complainant is always dismissed
with the comforting words: “Go, my
friend; be merciful toward those who

'NOT A CHURGHMAN,

J. E. Remsburg, of Atchison,Kas, hasg
been publishing a serles of artlcles in
the Truth Seeker,' fully: proving that
Washington was never a church mem-
ber; that at no time was he an Xpisco-
palian, as has been supposed. He shows
that “the father of his country” was a
deist In fact, shaving the religlous con-
victlons of ‘Thomas Paine, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Jobn
Adams, ete. He also shows that until
the last twenty-five years no church-
man had ever Leld the office of Presl-
dent, Garlield being the first, and he
only such in name. In reality he was
an Agnostie durlng all his later years.
President Hayes, contrary to the gen-
eral understauding, was not a member
of any church,

KNOWS A GOOD THING.

Our friend and correspondent, Chas.
H. Mathews, Esq., of New Philadelphlis,
Ohio, knows a good thing when he
reads it, and wants others to know it.
In o late note he writes:

“1 have been reviewing Dy. Brown's
‘Researches in Oriental History,’ I con-
sider it & gold mine of facts, It is a
book comparatively few now know its
worth, but it is destined to a large read-
ing in coming time, Truth is beginning
to assert itself, and clajwm the attention

"WOMAN’S INFLUENGE.

“Somewhere in men's best efforts will be found
The saving grace of woman's influence

And love, that in these garish later days

Is jeered at by the clay-souled common minds,
Still shines as bright, still vivifies the earth,

As Hesperus in far-off summer skies

Lights darkened paths for the blind sons of men,

“The woman tempted me; by not a word

Nor yet a look, but as a flower might

By purity, unspotted of the world:

For who that wanders down the thorny ways
Past sterile wastes and on through barren roads,

But
Its dewy fragrant petals

auses where a lone field-blossom lifts

to the sun.

“I cannot sigh for what is past and gone,
As clouds that flee across the flying moon,’
For I am one who recks not of regret,
Save as a sgur to urge to nobler deeds;

And life is

rief, I find the sunshine is best,

Youth and outdoors, not cloisters and old age,
And key my heart-strings to that concert pitch
Which vibrates to the happier side of things.

“They sa
Go banisK

Bring sackeloth, ashes
And flagellate the soul

that life is solemn; make it so;
laughter from the swaying crowds,
gather Dead Sea fruit
with doubtfulness;

But will you check the music of the streams,
Hush the glad burst of blackbird melody

In maple branches swinging with the winds;
Wilt blot the sunlight, hold the nimble grass
Down to the sod, or darken autumn leaves?”

have robbed you; close your eyes and
ears, and in three days’ time you shall
find the animal before your door.” And
so invariably, common report has it, is
thie prediction fulfilled it Is hardly to be
wondered at that the marabout is cred-
ited with miraculous powers.

On a recent occaston several hay ricks

' belonging to a rich planter were set on

fire. The planter immediately betook
himself to the marabout and {ndicated
to him the persons he suspected. Sidi
ben Tekouk sent for a Lalf dozen of the
supposed culprits, and after a sbort ex-
amination sent away all but one, Lo
him he depicted in lively colors all the
joys of the Paradise where Mohammed
awaits the just, and the terrors of the
accursed place haunted by demons of
fire, and then called upon his trembling
listener to swear his innocence upon the
tomb of his (Ben Tekouk's) father. The
native, although half dead with fear,
took the required oath.

Then the marabout, laying aside the
exalted tone, said in paternal accents:
“Go, my son; go freely, but remember
that he who has burned the property of
apother shall himself perish by fire.”

Some days later this Arab, fmpelled
by an outraged consclence, put an end
to his life with a pistol. By a fatal
chance, his clothing caught fire, and
when the body was found it was almost
uprecogulzable. "The Arabs shrugged
their shoulders and said: “Mektoub!"—
“It was wriften.”

The man with such sirange powers of
insight and foresight is about forty
years old, tall and imposing in stature,
An abundant silky beard gives to his
face a patriarchal aspect. He is very
learned, baving studied theology in a
special school at Damas and traveled
much in the QOrient. He speaks many
languages and is considered a royal
good fellow by most Europeans who
meet him.

Some years ago, during a revolt of the
tribes along the Dahras, Sjdl ben
Tekouk, doubtlegs on account of his re-
liglous prestige, was suspected of being
the secret chief of the agitators and
was arrested by order of the Prefect of
Mostaganem. His detention, however,
was of short duration.

1ILGADVISED REGRETS.

It is sald John Hay expresses regret
that he ever published his Pike County
Ballads, among which are Jim Bludso,
Littte Breeches, Banty Jim, ete, We
beg to assure Hon. John Hay, those bal-
lads are the brightest fewels in his lit-
erary crown, and will do more to per-
petuate his name and fame than his
iate mission ag ambassador to Englang,
and his recent appolutment as Secretary
of State. It gave the wrlter great pleas-
ure, near thirty years ago, to read Jim
Bludso to a Methodist preacher, who
was also & professor in an Illinols col-
lege.. 8ald he, with a smile at the con-
clusion of the reading: “The author is
certainly logical,” evidently referring to
tue conclusion:. - -
“And Christ ain’t agoin’ to be too hard
On g man that dled for men.” - -

True courtesy 18 kind.~Smiles,

of those whose privilege it will be to
battle for civil and religious liberty dur-
ing the first half of the 20th century, I
congratulate the author on hls literary
achievements,”

Dr. Brown’s Researchies is truly a
meritorious production. ‘I'his is the
uni{versal verdict of all who read it, fur-
ther evidenced by the fact that four edi-
tions have been rapidly demanded and
exhausted, less than twenty coples be-
ing now accessible, and these ouly
through “'he Progressive Thinker,
which a short time ago bought up the
last few coples of the fourth cdition.
Those wanting a “good thing” to aid io
exposing religious frauds, and the trac-
ing religlous error to its source, cannot
do better than invest $1.50 in the pur-
chase of this bool,

PROF. LOCKWOOD.

Prof, Lockwood, the widely-known
ph¥sicist of 1his city, will lecture at 77
Thirty-first street, under the auspices
Mrs, Georgia Cooley's soclety, Sunday
evening, October 23. Subject, “Facts,
not Faith, the Basis of Modern Spirit-
ualism.” This will be the only oppor-
tunity to hear this able and fearless ad-
vocate of a natural Spiritualism, as he
returns East to fill long consecutive en-
gagements.

Will C. Hodge,

It is easy enough to repeat the old
saw~—*“what is our loss 1s some one’s
gain,” when something has passed to
others never to return; but in Brother
Hodge's case, who has gone to Los An-
geles, Call,, we belleve he will some-
time return, greatly benefited by his so-
Journ in that flowery kingdom. And
the good luck we wish him is that those
Californians may so appreciate his tal-
ent for the rostrum, that they will keep
him busy spreading the gospel of Spir-
itnal truth. He is 2 capable, truth-lov-
ing,. fraud-hating lecturer and should
be constantly before the people.

MB§. M. H. WALLIS,

Mrs. Wallls will: appear for the last
time for the present before & Chicago
audience, next Sunday evening at 7:30,
at Room 608, Handel Hall Rullding, 40
Randolph street. She will on“that oc-
cvasion devote her time {0 answering
questions, which will no doubt prove
highly interesting, She will then take
her departure for the East, ta fill en-
gagements there, ) CL

—

More godlike is forgiveness than vic-

tory.—~Sehiller. I
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»The Religion of Humanity, & ipih‘no..
ophy of Life,” By J. Leon Benwell,
An interesting and thoughtfol pamph-

office.

let. Price 15 cents, . ¥or sale at this

-{ Mathison.

 THAT SKELETON

In the Spiritualists' Closey."

‘ On our first page is a “Skeleton,” the
objeet of which is to awaken Spiritual-
Ists to the lamentable fact that there is
not & sivgle endowed Howme for worn-
out and indigent mediums in all this
broad land, We hope this illustration
will lead some wealthy Spivitualist to
endow a Home, so that those who
faithfully minister to the public, in"the
ranks of Spiritvalism mway not in their
old age be compelled to go to ihe poor'
house, or seek g Place in some Chyls-
tlan charitable nstitution,

BUFFALD, N. Y.

Various News Items of In=-
terest.

Moses Ifull and wife, Mat i

is’ti)rlil;t fr(l)xghthe hplutfoxfm gru?hgqlil‘lﬁ'ls(}
rftua ure ‘e drawing g
Qi , Wlid are drawing good

The sad event of the week has
the sudden death of My .‘.ihell«vs Iy:ﬁu
son, lgusbnud of Mrs. Nellie Wiitcomb
who is # daughter of Mrs. Dr. 7. R:

t] The whole body of Spirii-
u:}hsls deeply sywpathize with Mrs,
Whitcomb in this her Lour of deepest
sorrow. The funeral service Wis per-
formed by Moses Hull, who delivered
an eloquegxl tribute 1o the goud and
high qualities of the departed brother,
Mrs, Jguuie Hugan Jackson arrived at
the residence of Mrs, Whitcomb in time
to take part iu the fuperal services, and
she talked over half an hour i a strain
that Lrought rvelief 1o the SUrrow-strick-
en souls of the desolate wife and fum-
ily. Very few of our speakers are
equal to Mrs, Juckson in delivering an
address at & fuueral of our depurted
fl"lPXl(ls. Mrs. Jackson came from the
Lastern states aud is on hev way to
Cleveland, where she will lecture at
some of the near-by towns, aud then
she will start for Washington, D. C.
and will attend the Nutiona) Cuuvcui
tlon there as a delegate from her home
at I'ort Worth, Texas, where she has
inaugurated a splendid soclety, which
1s now erecting a Temple for the use of
the First Boclety of Spiritualists of
Fort Worth. Mrs. Jackson is on her
way {o Jort Worth, where she will
spend the wibter it the service of her
soclety there,

The Bufralo Spirttual Socicty of the
East Side is holding mectings, and have
good audlences, with Miss Gussie Tuy-
lor as lecturer,

Moses Tlull and wife leave Buffalo
Monday next for Washington, D. (',
as delegates to the National Conven-
tlon, and I predict that there will be a
lively conventlon, and a severely polit-
fcal one, which will probably end in 1,
D. Barrett belng re-clected as prest-
dent.  But let ys hope that the hest
man may win, J. W, DENNIS,

OUR FALL AND
WINTER CAMPAIGN,

It will be especially briliant, A
story by CharlesDickens, given througli
the mediumship of the gifted Carlyle
Petersilea, of Los Angeles, Cal, will
prove instructive and Interesting. It
seintillates throughout with grand spin
flual truths. It will be commenced
early in Qctober,

Moses IIull will add bis splendid
crudition to the attractiveness of the
paper by giving a scries of articles.

We have made arrangements to have
a scries of lectures reported, as given
through the remarkably gifted speaker,
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richwond. "They will
prove a veritable feast. They will ap-
pear from tilne to time.

Everyone who subscribes for The
Progressive Thinker, will receive until
further orders the following lectures
combined in one paper:

1. “Christmas, Christ and the Cross,”
by Moses Hull, It is exceedingly valu-
able. 1t is a mine of Instractive infor-
nuition, 'T'he facts presented are worth
to any thinker at least one dollar.

2. *The World's Parliaunent of Relig-
jon.”  An address by Mrs, Cora L. V.,
Richmond. This address gives the “Re-
ligious Aspect” of our ciause: also the
“Philosophical Aspect,” mid the “Phe-
nomenal Aspect.,” followed by a “Re-
sume of fts Work and Intinence,” This
address should be read and resread by
every thoughtful Spiritualisy.

2. Trail of the Serpent—Landmarks
of Roman Catholicism in History,” Ry
A, M. Griffen. No oue on this earth to-
day is better posted than My, Griffer in
regard to the dvep-seiated corruptivn in
the Catholie churell,  His views will
not only interest you, but they will ap-
pall you with their showiug of cruelty
and perfidy. This article alone is well
worth a year's subscription to the
paper.

4, “A Ritual—Spiritual Funeral Serv-
fce,” by Ifudson and Emma Rood Tut-
tle. This is what Ity title implies, diree-
tions for conducting a funeral where it
is impossible to secure a desirable per-
son to officiate. The sentiments are
pathetic, philosophical and eloquent re-
minders of the beauty of the change
called death. It should be in every
family, ready for any emergeney.

5. “Evolution and Revolution,” an
address by that master mind, Houn.
A. B. French, of Clyde. Olbio. A most
eloquent, thoughtful discourse, by one
who is not excelled as an orator and
rofound thinker. It is a mine of val-
uable information.

Besides the above, there are other
valuable and instructive articles. All
combined this Is the most remarkable
paper ever issued from the Spiritval-
istie press. It will afford you mental
food for reflection during the fall and
winter months, It will be sent forth
free to every yearly and trial sub-
scriber. Not only will every yearly
subscriber get the above paper when
they send in their subscription, but by
gsending 20 cents {n addition (which
pays for postage and mailing) they will
get Art Magic, 8 most valuable book.
It is elegantly bound, nicely printed,
and is an ornament to any center table.
What we offer to every yearly sub-
seriber to The Progressive Thinker
who sends $1.20: Tifty-two numbers of
the paper; one paper containing the
aboye attractions, invaldable to every
refiective mind, and Art Maglc, a single
copy of which has beeh sold for $25. - .

You who cannot send in one dollar. for
the paper, send 25 cents for a threeo. .

with the.great Spiritual movement. .

. On mccount of pressure on .our col-.
umng, occasioned by the discussion of
important questions in connection with =
the N. S.'A,, the' MeSsage from Spirit -
Charles ‘Dickens, and the serles of ar. -

ticles by Moses Hull will not-appesr un-- -

til about the first of No'vémber. T

montbs’ - subscription. Keep in touch. -
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