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EX-MEDIUMS.
Their Assertions, As a Rule, 

Are Without Foundation,

and the entire inner surfaces of the 
four slates covered with messages aud 
a bouquet of flowers neatly drawn in 
five or six colors of crayon.

There were eight separate messages,
several of them containing responses
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.There is a class of ex-“mediums,” of 
which Coonley, of California, is a mem­
ber, who on every occasion seem to de­
light In asserting that there is no such 
thing as genuine spirit phenomena; or, 
in other words, tliat all the phenomena 
of Spiritualism are to be classed as the 
product of fraud. Because they have 
been guilty of deceiving the credulous 
and ignorant, and succeeded in making 
themselves known as mediums, they 
appear to delight in reiterating the as­
sertion that all other mediums are of 
the same class and character as them­
selves aud that there are no genuine 
phenomena.

Now in themselves such statements 
to the experienced Spiritualist are of no 
consequence: knowing their falsity, 
they are apt to let them pass undisput­
ed. But I dare say all the papers that 
are- devoted to spiritual matters are 
read each week by numbers who are 
only beginning to investigate and study 
this subject, and it may be that many 
of these are so situated that they do not 
have a chance to visit 'genuine medi­
ums, or, having tlie opportunity but be­
ing inexperienced have difficulty in 
knowing bow to determine what is 
false aud what is true. Reading tlie 
statements referred to, they may con­
clude that after all there is nothing but 
fraud among mediums. And the pub­
lication of such so-called exposes tends 
to discourage them from investigating.

One of this class of exposers held 
forth at tbe leading church of my town 
some time ago, and loudly proclaimed 
that be would duplicate anything in the 
way of slatewriting, etc., that any 
other medium could produce. I attend­
ed (nt tlie request of a skeptic who 
hoard his boasts the preceding evening) 
and took witli me a couple of slates ou 
.which I bad obtained writing under 
conditions that to my mind excluded 
tbe possibility of fraud. But this boast­
ful exposer would not even permit me 
to state the conditions that obtained 
when tbe writlug was done, but said 
that of course there might be some new 

■■trick that he was uot familiar with 
which would explain any phenomena 
he could not duplicate! The fact is, he 
lied, and no doubt knew he lied when 
he said he could duplicate auy phe­
nomena, and that it was all fraudulent. 
And so far as I am individually con­
cerned, I do uot doubt that all these ex­
mediums He knowingly when they 
make such sweeping assertions. I refer 
to Coonley simply because he happens 
to be the’last oue to come to the sur­
face. .

In your issue of May 21, this man 
says: "I stand ready to duplicate the 
work of any so-called independent 
slate-writer’’ anywhere. If that Is not 
a play upon words, and lie means what 
he seems to say, 1 should like to hove 
him duplicate some slate-writing that 
has been done for my wife and myself 
in the presence of Mrs. A. Brockway, 
or to even tell how it could be done. I 
would like to make tbe Invitation more 
general, so that it will -include the 
whole class of exposers Including Ha­
gaman, Covert, and Coonley. If 1 have 
been the victim of deceptive practices 
and so credulous as to have accepted 

-fraudulent manifestations, believing 
them to be genuine, I want to know it. 
And I am wilting to pay for such 
knowledge according to my ability.

In May, 1896, Mrs. Brockway was at 
Portland. Without any correspondence 
with her or any one else on the subject, 
I sat down at home and wrote out thir­
teen questions addressed tn as many 
spirit friends and relatives. These 
questions 1 sealed up in au ordinary 
business envelope. I took a couple of 
my own slates and marked them In 
such a manner that 1 would have no 
dlfilculty in identifying them, but so tbe 
medium would uot be likely to discover 
the marks.

Thus equipped I proceded to visit the 
medium, fifty-two miles distant. From 
the depot I went direct to interview the 
medium. It was in the forenoon. 1 
found her giving another gentleman a 
sitting. I waited until she was at lib­
erty when she greeted me pleasantly, 
and being asked if she could give me a 
sitting for slate-writing said she could, 
inquiring if 1 had brought my own 
slates. Telling her I had, she requested 
them, put them ou a stand near me and 
placed one hand on each slate “to mag­
netize them,” as she said. She asked 
about my questions, and when I showed 
her the envelope containiug them, she 
objected that it was too large, pro­
cured a small, druggist’s envelope and 
asked me to take the questions out of

from two spirit friends. In that way 
replies came from thirteen—the exact 
number I had addressed—but, strange 
to say, two that I had addressed did 
not report. In their stead two came 
whom I had not called for—one of them 
a very dear relative of whom the medi­
um could not have heard by any rea­
sonable probability—and tlie other giv­
ing the name of “Dr. Stansbury”—un­
known to me—and a very nice little 
message. Eleven of my questions were 
answered, explicitly, clearly and unmis­
takably. Some, of these answers con­
tained information that was beyond 
the medium’s knowledge entirely, and 
at least one contained a statement that 
I could not verify for some days after­
ward, when I found it was correct.

There were something like a half­
dozen different styles of writing. I 
brought back my slates with the writ­
ten messages upon them. Both of them 
liad writing on, produced by some in­
visible intelligence at the seance above 
described, as I verily believe—is it too 
much to say I know it?

Will some one of these noble ex-me­
dium exposers kindly .point out how 
the messages were put on those slates, 
by whom, and where the party or par­
ties got the Information, and at what 
particular time they did the writing, 
nnd how it was done? Explain or apol­
ogize!

At that time my wife was in Califor­
nia and did not meet Mrs. Brockway 
nor have any communication with her. 
In the fall of 1896 she went east aud re­
turned in the following April—nearly a 
year after the sitting referred to. 
.Stopping over in Denver for a couple of 
days, she noticed that the Brockways 
were there aud concluded to have a sit­
ting. It so happened that she was in­
troduced to Mr. Brockway by a man 
named Williams, without any explana­
tion as to where she was from or who 
she was. An appointment was made 
for the following day, and at the hour
fixed she presented herself to 
Brockway. Questions and slates 
prepared in the usual way. 
Brockway was entranced, 
the control said, In substance: 
know these influences, for they

Mrs. 
were 
Mrs. 

when
“We 
have

the large and place them in the small 
one, first, however, signing my,,uame 
to them, all of which I now think was 
unnecessary. I complied with tbe re­
quests, meanwhile keeping a sharp 

that the medium did

tbe questions. After about five min­
utes we repaired to the seance-room, 
she taking a pair of her slates in addi­
tion to tbe ones I brought. She procured 
a bowl of water and tbe four slates 
were thoroughly washed and then 
wiped dry in my presence. The room 
was well lighted.' The' little stand at
which we sat was in the middle of the
room and upon it there was a small
tablet of scratch paper and two small
wicker receptacles partially filled with
chalk, crayon and slate pencil ends. 
The question were placed between 
two of tbe slates and a strong rubber
band held them together.___  _ _ The other 
two were fastened together in the same 
manner with nothing between them.
Neither pair of slates was out of my 
sight for a moment. At the close of 

' our seance, (during which the medi­
um had been partially 'entranced and 
given me many names of Spirit friends, 
and messages from some of them, in
that way answering a part of one ques­
tion in the envelope) raps were heard, 
apparently beneath the slates and I 
was Informed “they” were through. 
Removing the rubber bands, I found 

■ tbe envelope of questions intact, sealed

been here before. We know your hus­
band, W. P. W., and he had a sitting 
with our medium in Portland, Oregon. 
We will give you a slate for him.”

And site brought me a slate contain­
ing almost a dozen names of spirit 
friends, some of which were not familiar, 
to Mrs.' Williams, aud brief messages 
from several of them. Surely, the me­
dium must have a remarkable memory 
to be able to recollect all those names 
nearly a year after she heard them for 
the first and ouly time!

On Friday, May 6, 1898, finding my­
self in Portlaud and having heard the 
Brockways were there, I repaired to 
their rooms In the afternoon. After a 
social chat with the family, I suggested 
a slate-writing seance to Mrs. Brock­
way, who expressed her willingness to 
assist. Again she requested questions, 
and I complied by writing three or four 
and adding this: "Shall be glad to hear 
from auy spirit friend or friends.” 1 
folded the questions, placed them In a 
small envelope made of strong brown 
paper and sealed it. Mrs. Brockway 
took four slates from a pile against the 
wall as high as my shoulder, aud we 
went Into the seance room, leaving Mr. 
Broadway and Charlie chatting with a 
lady caller. Mrs. B. washed tbe four 
slates aud I wiped them dry. The en­
velope containing my questions was 
placed between one pair, put Into a bag 
of black cloth just large enough to hold 
them, aud a stout rubber band put 
around them. Tbe other pair was put 
In a similar bag and fastened, then both 
bags placed on the table at which we 
sat as iu the first seance. Neither pair 
of the slates was taken from the table 
during tbe sitting. My left hand rested 
ou one pair almost constantly, and the 
medium’s hands were on the other pair 
most of the time.

As before, she was partially en­
tranced and gave me names and mes­
sages which I jotted down with a pen­
cil, using the tablet I had written my 
questions on. Two that I addressed re­
plied, or at least tbe questions were an­
swered by messages on the slates. But, 
strange to say, of the eight slate sur­
faces in the two bags, but one had no 
writing on. While we were sitting she 
spoke iu an aside as follows: “Yes, 
that is all right; you can write it full. 
Talking about writing the slates full. 
He will be only too glad to have it He 
will appreciate your kindness.” She 
gave me the names of twelve or more 
spirit friends orally, and messages from 
some of them.

There are two messages from the me­
dium’s guide, written from right to left, 
making it necessary to hold the state 
before a mirror in order to read it. Cw 
explains why one spirit addressed did 
not respond. It is written apparently 
with a green crayon. The other Is 
written iu brown and explains that a 
lot of queer-looking characters on an­
other slate (in light green crayon) are 
hieroglyphics placed there by an an­
cient, which I shall sometime under­
stand. On the slate containing these 
odd-looking characters is a bouquet in

well knew for many years, and who 
has long since outgrown his theological 
teachings. The last one is from his 
son, who committed suicide in Portland 
a few weeks before this seance—at 
least it is signed by his name. I have 
not seen the boy since he was a. little 
fellow and had entirely forgotten his 
name, but my wife knew it well and 
when I inquired of her, at once said his 
name , is Lester. I understand he had 
some trouble with a woman. Evidently 
he has been under the loving tuition of 
his father since his transition and now 
understands that he must outgrow the 
legitimate ana natural consequences of 
his misdeeds before he can progress. 
Just above this and at the right of the 
first message, written in a very fine 
hand, apparently with a slate pencil, 1? 
a two-line message signed by the-Xull 
name of a very dear young lady friend 
who has been a long time on the other 
side. I addressed no questions to either 
of these. How, when, where and by 
whom was this writing done? .The. 
slates were blank, clean, free from 
writing at the beginning of the sitting. 
During the seanee they were pot taken 
from the table, nor out of my sight for 
oue second of the time (except that they 
were inside the cloth bags) and at its 
close seven of their surfaces contained 
writing or drawing. The medium did 
not do the writing through her physical 
form, because I know just what she 
was doing all the while we sat there, 
which was probably not more than fif­
teen or twenty minutes at the ' most 
Where was the opportunity for fraud? 
So far as 1 could judge, there was none. 
But, if there had been, I seriously ques­
tion if the medium could have produced 
the drawings and messages as they ap­
pear on those slates in ten hours, or 
twenty-four hours or at all. I have not 
described all that eame, but enough for 
the purpose intended.

I write of Mrs. Brockway, simply be­
cause I have had more experience with 
her as a sensitive for slate-writing than 
with any one else. She seemed per­
fectly willing to accede to any requests 
I might make, and I failed to detect 
anything whatever that savored of 
fraud or deception in my sittings with 
her. I have been told that Coonley ad­
vertises to expose her methods of 
slate-writing. Will he undertake to du­
plicate what I have described? To do 
this will necessitate the following:

That in the light of day, on the 
marked slates of a, sitter unknown to 
him and of whose coming he is not ad­
vised, he is to produce messages from 
tlie spirit friends of said sitter, answer­
ing sealed questions to which he has no 
access, explicitly, plainly, fully—the 
said slates being all the time and entire­
ly in the plain view of the sitter; and a 
message from one or more of the sit­
ter’s spirit friends to whom he has ad­
dressed no question and from whom he 
has not thought of receiving a message; 
said messages to contain information 
not accessible by either medium or sit­
ter for at least a week after the seance.

WALTER P. WILLIAMS.
Salem, Oregon. ■

A RABBI’S VIEW.
Intelligence Does Not Reject 

Jesus.

bright colors, Over which is a dove 
with a scroll in its beak containing the
word “Greeting,” in neatly formed cap­
itals. My wife, (who is;a better judge
than I) says there are fourteen differ­
ent shades of color on this slate. It
presents a very strange appearance. On 
the opposite side is a message from one 
dear to me who has long been in the

Owing to a premonition of its mother, 
the one-year-old child of Dr. and Mrs. 
Joseph L. Reese, of 5420 Halsted street, 
is alive to-day. Altogether there is a 
story of death, injury and flames con­
nected with the happy premonition of 
Mrs. Reese,

The physician and his wife dwell In a 
flat. Two weeks ago there was a fire 
in the store beneath the flat, and since 
then the doctor and his wife have had 
their child taken care of by Mrs. Fannie 
Morrison, a nurse, in a barn at the rear 
of the fiat building.

Last night the parents were out visit­
ing and they left the baby in charge of 
the nurse, who was sixty years old. 
When they returned late they decided 
to leave the child with Mrs. Morrison 
for the remainder of the night

But Mrs. Reese could not sleep. There 
was something wrong, she did not 
know what. She kept worrying and 
worrying,until at last she told the doc­
tor she must get-the child and bring it 
back to tbe flat. She did this, and then 
sleep came.

Two hours later-a Are was discovered 
in the barn. Jesse Watson, the coach­
man, gave the alarm, attracting the 
attention of Policeman Patrick Savage, 
who summoned the fire department. 
While tbe engines were on the way the 
coachman went to rescue tbe nurse. 
Escape by the stairway was cut off by 
the flames, but the loft door could 
easily be reached. Watson aroused the 
aged woman and conducted her as far 
as the loft door. Then -he told her to 
jump. She looked down to the ground, 
not more than ten feet below, but re­
fused to jump. Instead she retreated, 
aud, going to the bed, hid herself under 
the covers.

Watson then tried to drag the woman 
from the bed, but she only exclaimed: 
“I’ll stay here.” At last, in sheer des­
peration, the coachman ran to the door, 
and jumped to save himself. At that 
moment a patrol wagon from the Stock 

Wards; police station turned the corner 
and Watson shouted that a woman was 
above. The wagon was followed by 
engine 64, and Lieut. Palmer heard the 
coachman's words. He ran through the 
flames to the floor above, which fell 
with him and his human burden just as 
he seized the form of Mrs. Morrison. 
The lieutenant was buried in the burn­

To the Editor:—In your issue of June 
4 is an article under the caption of 
“Intelligence Rejeqjs a Jesus," refer­
ring to Rabbi Wise end his authority 
upon the subject. The article really 
surprised me, because I knew—abso­
lutely knew—that Rabb! Wise and ev­
ery other equally learned Rabbi, so far 
as my acquaintance extends, believes In 
the existence of Jesus of Nazareth.

I have had for years Rabbi Wise’s 
books, and he Is not such a self-stultify­
ing writer as to write, a book on the 
"martyrdom of non-existing persons.” 
It Is true as this eminent Rabbi states, 
that "intelligence":; rejects Jesus as 
God—for this is what the Rabbi means. 
I do the same.

The following Is the Jesus that the 
learned Rabbi does not believe in: "0 
Holy God, 0 Holy Almighty, O Holy 
Eternal, who was crucified for us, have 
mercy on us." (Greek Church Liturgy.)

Neither Rabbi Wise nor myself have 
any more doubt of the existence of 
Jesus of the New Testament's time, 
.than we have of the existence of Soc­
rates or Pythagoras. • The quotation In 
The Progressive Thinker from the mar­
tyrdom of Jesus Is not the Rabbi’s 
“latest expressions upon the subject.” 
Not three months ago I spent the best 
part of a day iu the Hebrew Union Col­
lege, Cincinnati, with Rabbi Wise and 
several other Professors; and without 
an exception they emphatically ex­
pressed their belief In the existence of 
Jesus, and were kind enough to read to 
me, passages from the' Talmud that 
speak of him. Said Rabbi Wise, after 
showing me some of the passages and 
translating them Into ‘English: “We 
have here some five thousand volumes 
of Talmudic and Rabbinical literature." 
I hope that no Spiritualist will contend 
that all these thousands of volumes 
were manufactured by a handful of 
Benedictine monks of the sixteenth cen­
tury. ,

But to my proofs. I hold in my hand 
a book of 535 pages upon,the ’’Origin of 
Christianity," by Rpbbl. Wise. ( In the 
preface to this volume i® tells us that 
he had spent upon this subject tWenty 
years of individual, rese^fei.

'The Rabbis of tlie Apostolic age, we 
have mentioned before, stood In close 
connection with the Apostle James. 
They call him In the Talmud, 'Jacob, 
the man from Kephar-Sekanla, one of 
the pupils of Jesus of Nazareth.’ His 
home, Kephar-Sekanla, is Identical with 
Kephar-Samiah, a town in the vicinity 
of Nazareth." (Page 228, ‘Origin of 
Christianity’.)

“We know that Pilate, true to his 
brutal policy, must have slain Jesus, as 
he did thousands of other patriots. The 
question Is only this: Why did the 
Christian writers of the second century 
put the crucifixion of Jesus on the 
shoulders of the Jews? The only his­
torical reply is, the quarrel between the 
Gentile Christians aud the Jewish 
Christians, and the desire to please and 
win the Romans, dictated the crucifix­
ion story, in which there is but one fact, 
viz., that Jesus was slain by command 
of Pontius Pilate, because he had been 
proclaimed the Messiah," “Three Lec­
tures on the Origin of Christianity,” 
published by Rabbi1 Ishac M. Wise, in 
1888—page 26.)

“Jesus having become aware of the 
failure of which the Messianic procla­
mation had proved, and fully aware 
that every demonstration in his favor 
would cost the lives of his friends and 
heap misery upon his people, could not 
and did not expect to escape the re­
vengeful jealousy of Rome. Herod and 
the high priest were probably the only 
persons who might have saved him; 
but neither of them had the independ­
ence or probably tbe desire to save him; 
both were slaves to Rome. Jesus was 
to Herod no better, but more terrible 
than John; and the high priest could 
have been no particular friend of one 
who had come to carry into effect that 
which the theocratic opponents of priest 
and prince preached and desired. So 
the doqm of Jesus was sealed. After a 
few days, giving him scarcely time 
enough to expound his scheme of salva­
tion, the Romans captured and cruci­
fied him, as thousands of Jews were 
crucified in those days, some by the 
same Pilate." (Page 14, "The Three 
Lectures.”) : .

“I maintain these paradoxes in contra­
diction to these modern critics who ad­
vance that Jesus was 'an Essene; and 
especially to the. unfounded theories of 
Mr. Renan, that Jesus Whs an ignorant 
phahtast, with GriecoTRoman Ideals and 
Jewish prophetical spontaneity. The 
Talmud often mentions‘‘the name of 
Jesus; his teacher, Ra bbl Joshua, with 
whom he was in Egybt his disciples, 
one of whom stood in close communica­
tion with several of thA most prominent 
Rabbis, and he stood .at the head of the 
nascent church In th!e Talmud, men­
tion is made of a sort of manuscript, 
then well-known to the ilabbis, which 
Jesus wrote in Egypt and brought to 
Palestine. An original (Hebrew or Ara­
maic Gospel is mentioned there, from 
which passages of the1' four Gospels 
must have been taken.' These passages 
of the Talmud to which Sye refer bear 
the names and ljie stamp of prominent
contemporarios-qf Jesus and the Apos­
tles. This settles the question.” (Page

spirit realms, signed with her flrst and
last names in full.

Across the top of another slate is the 
name of a well-known spirit friend, in

ing wood, from which he and the 
corpse of the nurse was drawn forth by 
Lieut Shippy.

8, “The Three Lectures.”)
“Rabbi Wise is quoted as most excel­

lent authority on Josephus. Why is he 
not as good authority on Jesus?" asks 
this writer in The Progressive Thinker. 
He is,' and accordingly on page 31 of
his “Three Lectures on the Origin of

light blue Crayon;, just beneath It, in 
light brown is the following character­
istic note: “Williams, you are on the
right now. T.L. S.—.” Below and to 
ths right, written cornerwise and in 
v^Kt seems to me a shade of purple 
crayon, is the following: “I still live. I
must outgrow, wrongs I committed. L.
S.—”^ The first one quoted Is from a
former minister of the gospel whom I

Thomas Elliott, of truck company 18, 
Capt. George Weller of truck company 
20, and Marshal Fitzgerald were all
more or less severely burned about the 
face and hands. Lieut Palmer’i
juries on the face and hands were se­

Your heart will be happy if it’s in the 
right place, and is the right kind of a

Christianity,” he says: "The Talmud 
mentions six of. them (the apostles)’.
They were undoubtedly a-'number of
young and humble tradesmen of Gali­
lee, who for some time enjoyed the ben­
efit of their Master’s instruction. They 
were certainly young, because the Mas­
ter himself was but thirty or thirty- 
three years old when he died on the

The above quotations and testimonies
In proof of the existence of the man 
Jesus are comparable to the few rain-

drops before the copious shower. My 
quiver is full.

After opposition, contempt, unpopu­
larity, semi-starvation aud crucifixion 
heaped upon this Jewish medium, 
(Jesus) it seems almost maliciously 
cruel for a little party in the face of 
archeology, history, and erudition to 
wriggle and struggle to further crown 
him with non-existence, or annihilation. 
Heaven pity the mediums ot the ages'.

Should anyone reply to this article, 
he will do himself the honor and me the 
favor of signing his name thereto. Im­
perfect as my articles may be, I am 
Willing to father my productions. 
Truth—and truth only is the object of 
my search, and having found it I will 
defend - it, though the fagots be kindled 
and the cross again be built.

J. M. PEEBLES, M. D. 
Battle Creek, Michigan.

“THE DREAM-SELF.”
An Elucidation of the Sub' 

ject.
To the Editor:—I am much Interested 

in the subject of this dream-self. Mr. 
Hudson, in his book, is entitled to 
some credit for collecting, assorting 
and arranging the popularly expressed 
ideas concerning this visionary being. 
I write now more especially with re­
gard to our apparently sincere friend, 
“Objector." Suppose I sit with a sen­
sitive, with desire to obtain a message 
from my deceased wife, and receiving
such message, ask 
plain; he will refer 
made by my mind 
brain.

Either this theory

‘■Objector” to ex- 
me to the impress 
on the sensitive's

sufficient to explain this case, or it 
ought to bo abandoned.

A daughter of the writer, who lost by 
death a baby boy, was receiving a de­
scription of the child from a sensitive- 
all of which was in the daughter’s 
mind, when the sensitive paused; the 
daughter noticing she had not yet re­
ceived information of the sex of the 
child, asked, “Is it a boy or girl?” 
After a pause came the answer: “I can­
not give the sex; I am often mistaken 
as to that!” A very small point, but it 
contains a volume for reflection. Since 
the daughter sat there with mind full 
of the subject, why should not this also 
have been impressed?

In this eame instance, the daughter, 
In Brooklyn, N. Y., holding the seance 
for the writer’s benefit—he being In 
Kansas at work in bis offiee and ignor­
ant of the seance—obtained accurate 
answers to queries put with reference 
to the writer. Were those answers 
pumped from the writer's mind while 
he was engaged in other matters in far 
Kansas, or were they from the daugh­
ter’s. One would hardly stretch cre­
dulity so far as to accept the first hy­
pothesis. •'What of the other? The 
daughter was herself ignorant as to the 
answers that should be given. Nay, 
worse yet, she was perfectly sure in her 
own mind that two or three of them 
were wrong. She was told that at the 
time the deceased passed away (de­
ceased being the supposed narrator), 
he took my hand and asked me to 
press his if I was conscious. I tried to 
press the hand, but could not, but I 
think I shook my head. Now tlie 
daughter did not know this, and the 
writer was at the time entirely alone 
with his wife.

I have tried an experiment which, If 
“Objector” has never tried, may inter­
est him. Select some excellent sensi­
tive, like Mrs. Potter or Mrs. Dearborn, 
of New York, and with your mind 
thoroughly convinced these answers do 
not come from spirits, try to,make the 
medium tell your story In your own 
way. If you fail, why Is it so? In 
syort, why is it that when we try to 
impress our own individuality on the 
sensitive, we fail, but when not endeav­
oring to do so, we produce that result? 
To me the claim that there is a kind of 
sleeping-self which exercises this pow­
er, seems the acme of all absurdities, 
having not a shadow of support, either 
In practice or experience.

It is a common vague reply when 
asked, “How explain the clairvoyant's 
visions of the departed, which are 
true,” to reply: “Why his mind has 
been wrought up to conceive of no 
other explanation, and is thus Influ­
enced to call his own shadows spirits.”

Now, that theory would be very good 
indeed If it did not lack the element­
truth! Children have often bad such 
visions, yet entirely Ignorant of the 
-spiritual theory. Madame Esperence 
assures us that she actually took these 
visions for real persons.

How did it happen that the mother of 
the little Fox girls, in the primitive 
dawn, received Information that these 
communicants were spirits? Had their 
minds been loaded down with the spirit 
theory at that time?

The question is put with great confi­
dence, “If the spirit freed from the 
body can do these things, is it not just 
as plausible that the spirit in the body 
can do them?” We each possess our 
mental characteristics. Mine are such 
as to make this question comically 
ridiculous—comical by reason of its 
assumed earnestness, and ridiculous 
because of its assumption of such an 
unwarranted absurdity. If a man In 
natural freedom from restraint can 
make a watch, can he riot; surely do
the same when gagged, band-cuffed
and bound? It would seem rational
that the spirit in the body can only do
those things for which that body is pro­
vided when we have physical ends in
view, but that when furnished with a 
spirit body, we might expect tlie mental 
phenomena which we actually receive

In conclusion, let me add: I can ap­
preciate forcing a point to establish a 
grand and sublime doctrine—that Is, I
mean one is in a degree pardonable for
so doing. But to resort to chicanery- 
solecism—and force conclusions from
unwarrantable premises seems un­
pardonable when the whole object is to 
prove annihilation of the human soul. 
I do not mean by this,' however, that
we should exert ourselves to establish

PROPHECIES.
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Bells.

permanent, ana you also know that the 
tendency is not to the better but to.,the 
worse. The voice of reason is not heard 
nor can it be until the old things have 
passed away and all things are made 
new. Kings will not release their bold 
upon the chains that fetter the people. 
Rulers will not yield that arm of

To the Editor:—I wish to publish 
through your columns what was writ­
ten ou my type machine the 20th day of 
March of the present year, under what 
purported fb be the influence of tbe 
spirit, Victor Hugo, who has at some 
other times dictated messages to me. 
But before giving it, will state that in 
1885, under an influence the personality 
of which I did not have the honor to 
know, I wrote the following lines, in 
two forms and at different times and 
places, but near together as to time;
There’s a time acomlug and you will 

see it.
It is a pity that all should not know: 

Many graves will be left unfinished,
And many will fall as they go.

’Tis war and death beyond the ocean, 
Plague and famine on foreign shores.

In our own land the pest and fever
Will blight our hopes and mock onr 

fears.
It will be noted that in the passage 

written over twelve years ago, the in­
fluence did not say that it was im­
minent, simply stated that it was 
coming aud that the writer should see 
it. But iu the present message it is 
positively stated that it is near at hand. 
Here follows the remarks of the spirit, 
verbatim:

This world, as It is called, is as 
naught in comparison with that that 
lies on the other bank of what you call 
time. But of all the sources there are 
none that you can view with disdain. 
Every movement of the mind and 
every act of the body has its import­
ance and its measure with reference to 
the outgrowth of the soul aud the finer 
forces of the spirit. 1 love all the times 
and the ways of all, and I sense the 
fires of the mist that Is to engulf all 
things and consumed even the solid mat­
ter out of which the earth and the 
other planets are constructed. But it is 
not iu the light of these things that I 
would address you ou this occasion. 
There Is a time coming that will try 
the souls of all, aud It Is not far off. 
The influences of principles must be 
recognized, add It must be considered 
that it is not the prayers of tbe saints 
which cause tbe rain nor the shouts of 
tbe soldiery that win tbe battles. Laws 
In the social and political affairs of men 
are as much the ruling power as in the 
physical world. They are unerring in 
the production of certain aud positive 
results, as are those that govern the 
planets and the stars in their formation 
and movements iu their orbits aud 
courses. Matty Brod and drooping 
hearts are waiting for their surcease of 
pain and suffering. Many are not able 
to see the dawning of the light of the 
ages, nor are they even in sight of it, 
except from the position of the seer. 
Such persons do not know the laws of 
the physical nor of tbe spirit. Had 
kings not been made until after the 
idea that the earth was the center of 
the solar system was exploded, then 
kings never would have been. As it Is, 
kings have lost their power, but repub­
lics could not have a healthy growth 
beneath the shadow of their crowns 
and their castles. Religion wits lib­
erated, but like the fish which In the 
progress of nature comes to land aud 
assimilates with the character of it, 
must return often to tbe saltwashed 
shore to lick its brine, and yet an 
animal possessing powers of locomo­
tion suitable to the higher habitations.

0, mighty men of earth!—called 
mighty, but weak aud feeble; 0, great 
women!—called great, but very small, 
what shall I say to you? There is 
nothing so poor as a man or a woman 
who trusteth in self. You ^ill soon see 
what is before you and that it is all 
vain to trust in riches or in the strength 
of tbe physical powers and forces, If 
Indeed there are such.

I hear the pitiful wails of the suffer­
ing and it is uot music to my ears, save 
in the sense that I know that such 
things must be. The same wave that 
brings a lover home to the arms of the 
one who awaits him with anxious 
heart-throbbings, may break some 
ship's keel in twain and bury tbe crew 
and passengers beneath the main.

Then it is one or two that rejoice, and 
hundreds that weep and mourn. I will 
go and stand with you on the moun­
tain’s crag and in the cleft of the rock 
which looks out on the raging billows, 
and what do I see? I' hear the wind 
sighing as he says: “I am the messenger 
of health and yet am the voice of the 
angel of wrath.” But yonder stands in 
the cloudy temple where the light plays 
lu the folds of the curtains of the skies 
and the myriads of fonns seem to come 
add go through the airy windows, the 
angel of eternity, and he speaks the 
words of the everlasting. The soul of 
man repeats his words and every day 
they pile up the history of the earth on 
which we live. What Is history but the 
songs of the living and the dying? That 
which we know of the past is only val­
uable as it is used for example to be 
imitated or as warnings of evils to be 
shunned. Tbe present and that which 
is to come is of more Importance to 
know and appreciate. Thousands are
sitting and -waiting for they know not 
what, and they will not know until
some trumpet's blast startles them to a
wild surprise. As we see it to-day the 
whole- world of mind is tense like the
triggers of so many guns, resting upon 
springe that only need to be touched in 
order to have them fly against other
springs and set off the explosion of the
flrst gun. This would be the signal for 
the onslaught that is to scarcely have 
an end until. the days, If prolonged, 
would leave the habitations of man de­
serted and useless. I stand before you 
as if in the fire of the earth's crucible
and tell you not to despair. Nay, do
not weep nor mourn for the houses that 
are to be torn down nor for those who
are to fall by the sword and the pes­
tilence. The poor, the faint end the 
weak will not suffer more than at pres­
ent, and the times cannot last as things 
now are. You know full well that the
present state of matters are not to be

strength which continues their sway 
over the masses. It does not take the 
eye of a prophet to behold the times 
tliat are near at han^. There is a storm 
gathering in the east aud it will reach 
the west and spread over the whole 
earth. The war fiend will be satiated 
and the soil aud the clay will have their 
thirst satisfied with the blood of the 
slain. The knight of the sword will 
fall by the pestilence and he who would 
die for fear of the slaughter may hide 
from It among the graves of the pest 
and tbe fever. *

The northern empire will overcome 
the mighty Isles of the sea aud they 
will fall in their pride and glory. There 
will be uo rime for them, for they have 
had their triumphs, aud their glory will 
fade like the suns which have burned 
out, aud they will die to livo uo more. 
Their greatness will be as tbe shadows 
of tbe pyramids of tbe Ptolemies, and 
their songs will uot be sung among the 
victorious. .

All the banners shall fall aud all 
rulers shall lose their power aud the 
principles of humanity will come to the 
fore. There will be the small centers 
of attraction here aud there lu the 
earth, and tliey will come together and 
tlie light will begin to shine in such 
places, aud those who would become 
rich shall not live. 1 stand before you 
and tel) you that tbe day Is hastening 
and Is even here, when peace shall bo 
the child of war. It is boasted that 
peace reigns in the laud uow. I say 
that it is war. There is no time for the 
poor (o have peace. There is no holiday 
for the laborer. Every day is a cam- ' 
paigu with him that gets hotter every .. 
day aud every year. His children are . 
born In sorrow nnd his women are the 
mothers of a sorrowful race. He eats' 
the bread of pain and his dreams are 
the visions of woe nnd disappointment, ■
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As many may not clearly understand 
the primary cause of the rebellion '77 
which bus existed in the Philippine 
Islands since July, 1890, it may be. 7 
stated that it was the corruption and 
instiable greed of the Spanish officials, 
dominated as all things Spanish are ’ 
everywhere, by the Romish priesthood, 
leading them to extremes of taxation 
and persecution, to enrich themselves 
at the expense of the oppressed people.
The oppression led to revolt, and the . 
flrst cry of the revolutionists was 
“Down with tbe taxes,” which soon 
wasebanged to "Down with theclergy” 
and finally to “Down witli the Spanish." 
The government and ecclesiastical au­
thorities were joined in an unholy alii- ■ 
ance to wring profit from tho misery of 
the natives. The richer class is made 
up of foreigners, Germans, Chinese, 
Englishmen, and a few Americans, ! 
who, exacting a greater tribute from 
the native agrlcultrlsts, pay a less to 
Ute governor and a host of greedy , . 
alcaldes and minor officials. Briefly, 
these were the causes which led to the .' , 
insurrection in Cuba ns well as the 
Philippines, and which in the end will 
rob Spain of the two last gems of her - 
colonial crown. Wherever there was 
disaffection it was encouraged by Re- ’ 
publicans and Spanish Carlists, hoping 
In the end to serve themselves by 
weakening tho kingdom.

In the Philippines there Is added to . 
official corruption the shocking im­
morality of the European clergy, be- ' 
longing to all known monastic orders, 
who encourage abuses of governmental 
autlioritles that they may gnin Im­
munity from any interference In their 
nefarious business. Year by year the 
taxes have been increased and have 
assumed proportions out of all reason­
able relation to the yield of rice fields . 
and sugar plantations. The people pro- < 
tested feebly against new impositions, . 
but as opposition to tlie government in- '
creased the rigor of the rule grew, and '
hundreds of the men and women were - 
deported without trial to the penal col- . : 
onles of tbe Caroline and Marianne 77 
Islands. Within recent years a means 
for secret meeting has been given by 
the introduction of Masonic lodges, ... 
which have been Increased rapidly in 
number and membership. The clergy ' 
brought to bear all of its immense in­
fluence with authorities both at Madrid • 
and Manila for tbe suppression of these - _ 
organizations, and so severe was -the ' 
persecution of the Freemasons and so ■ -A 
great became the abuse of the arbitrary 
power of alcaldes to imprison and de- : 
port suspects that tbe Spanish govern­
ment issued a decree declaring that 
every individual whose culpability was 
not proved after forty-eight hours’, im­
prisonment should be given his liberty.

Posing as the friend of the poor and 
the oppressed. Romish influence is 
given to the side that is likely to yield 
to tbe church the richest returns in
shekels for the church’s coffers and the
sustenance of the greedy priests, and
the monastic orders. This burden was 
saddled on the Philippine Islanders,
and the taxation enforced by the
Spanish authorities, and it is no matter 
for wonder 'that the oppressed people
have learned to hate the Spanish rule . 
and the Romish clergy, their joint op- ’

X-RAY.

In a Pontiac (Mich.) Sunday school a 
little girl timidly told the story of Sol­
omon and the disputing mothers in thi^ 
wise: “Solomon was a very wise man.
One day two women went to him quar 
reling about a baby. One woman said, 
’This is my child,’ and tbe other woman
said, ‘No, ’taint; it’s mine.’ But Sol 
omon spoke up and eaid, ‘No no, ladies
don’t quarrel. Give me my sword and
I’ll make twins of him, so you can batts 
hare one.’ ’’—New York Worldt
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HEOSOPHY AND

MODERN SPIRITUALISM
# Ata Delivered at A. 0. U. W, Hall, Buffalo, N. Y. By Mrs. M. G.I

Lincoln, on Ihn Snlijonli Itaih Ils Rnlallnn to SpiMlsin."
B - -i|i Friends:—The subject which I shall take up for con- 

I’1 ^deration this afternoon has already been announced, 
hat of.“Theosophy, Its Relation to Spiritualism,” a sub- 
eet which I feel is one whieh should interest us all; first, 
jecause we have known of Spiritualism for fifty years; 

iK - iJve, as people of this Western hemisphere, have known 
‘^ or less of its teachings, have known something of its 

^^''phenomena, and it has been a wonderful factor in the un-
^■ptoldment of the human mind. It has directed human 
jX .Thought into wider channels; it has caused humanity, as 
Si?, a whole, to look deeper into life; and because it has done 
^' ’lliis, we should be ever ready to receive more which it can 
&"£'feive; we should be ready to look deeper into its principles; 
j^Cye should be ready to study more closely its methods by 
s&^liich it has become known, and we should be open to re­
I; Ceive all of its truths. The Spiritualism of old has 
- prided itself upon being free from sectarianism, free from 

■ : ■: the conservatism of the church doctrines and people, free 
? from the bigotry and the dogmatism which Christianity 

1 has seemed to engender in the minds of its advocates and 
>'। devotees; and tlie Spiritualists, as a class, have taken a 
.. .great deal of pride in claiming that they were free from 
!■' ill of this, they were free to think, they were free to be-

Jeve, they were free to investigate and to analyze every- 
hing which Modern Spiritualism could bring before 
hem. And this afternoon, on this, the fiftieth anniver- 

® . 6My of that great movement known as Modern Spirituol- 
H km, 1 would akk you the question if you feel that, as Spir- 
" jtualists, you are ready to make that claim good; that you 
?f> are ready to look into your own hearts and determine that 
^' you are just as free as you were fifty years ago to investi- 
J^ gate everything that comes before your mind in the light 
^‘ of a truth? It is a question for every Spiritualist to ask 
^?? himself. •'—'
r What do anniversaries mean to us as a people? What

ft 
B

Is a birthday anniversary to individuals, unless it be that 
■ tliat individual remembers tliat he *has lived 365 days 
more than he had at his last birthday, and in that 365 
flays hq must have learned something new; he must have 
-had many ideas presented to him; he must have gained 
. Something in the line of progress in thought, and that it 
js his place and time to look over the past year to know 

• what that progress has been, and what it lias meant to 
। liim as an individual. And in this same way would we 
look at the anniversary of Modern Spiritualism, and ques­
tion whether we have learned anything new in regard to 
the subject during the past year; if we have gathered to 
purselves more of that great truth with which the uni­
versal storehouse is filled. Do wo know something more 
Of life here and hereafter, as Spiritualists? Have we 
learned of some new phenomena, and have we 
learned to analyze them? have we learned to 
know of the principles embodied within the new 

"and the old? Are we ready io say that we under­
stand the causes that lie back of these phenomena? If 
we cannot, of what use is it to take pride in the day lo 
feel that we are growing older, and that we can look upon 
'p'ufselves as matured beings fifty years old, if to be fifty 
pieans no more than though we were ten? Spiritualism 
Jias been a wonderful tiling to the world. Spiritualism is 
no less to-day than it was fifty years ago; indeed, it is vast­
ly more. It embodies as much of truth to-day as it did 
in that long ago time; it holds the same truth, for that 
matter. It is not changing, in any sense of the word 
whatever; but it is individuals that must change the great 
World of Spiritualistic thinking men and women that 
must change in their attitude towards Spiritualism, that 
,W(? may know what it holds for us; that it may not be a 
storehouse so fur away that we cannot draw aside the cur­
tain that hides it from our sight; but that it is a vast 
storehouse, and that we have prepared ourselves for enter­
ing into that house and taking therefrom all that it holds, 
taking it io ourselves as a possession. We cannot de­
plete it. It is a part and a portion—I might say, the 

..whole—of life, when we regard it as a science. Spirit- 
• ualism is
ri' THE SCIENCE OF LIFE,

liut it embraces what? Spiritualism per se, embraces 
Modem Spiritualism as a tiny infant child; just as the 
Another would hold to her bosom the offspring that she 
loves, that she treasures, that she hath given of her very 
life-being. And this is the relation winch Modern Spir­
itualism holds to Spiritualism per sc—Spiritualism as a 
.whole, looking at it as though it wore the Science of Life.

Shall we enumerate to you the wonderful blessings that 
Jbave reached the world through the teachings of Modern 
^pirjtuahsm? Shall wc tell you that the materialistic' 

.mind has been turned into a different channel? Shall 
,wc tell you that when he clung to the earth-mould, and 
treasured'every part and portion of that life which was 
tangible to his physical senses, because he looked upon 
material life as the sum and substance of his existence, 
end that when the cliange came that caused the body to 
become inert and dead, the materialist could pronounce 

- it as dead, as having lived its Hfe, as having filled its place 
in the great economy of Nature, and that having done its 

- Work, had ended its life and its principles? And with 
this materialistic idea swaying the people, surging 
through their ranks, and leading men and women blindly 
into a darker fate than they would otherwise have found, 

• Spiritualism touched them, quickened them into active 
' thought, and with eyes wider open and ears attuned to 

pound they listened to hear the faint whisper that came 
to’them across the bridge, or across the gulf, that to them 
had hitherto meant darkness, over which phenomena now 
had brought to them a faint gleam of hope; and with eyes 
Strained to pierce into that outer darkness, they had 
caught a glimpse of Hght that was beaming far off on 
some other shore; or felt the impalpable touch of loving

; ]iands which they could not see. And lo! the material- 
t iBiic mind was ready io respond to all which Spiritualism 
fie Could give, and this response helped him to have a broad­

er conception of physical life; this response gave to him 
- a new hope that buoyed him over the many troubles and 

" trials.of life, and made him a better being! It helped 
r:< ’ him to penetrate beyond the dark walls which supereti- 
|K* tion and dogmatism had builded around human lives. 
® "Even the mother who knelt at the altar with her heart
;■■ \ jfilled with anguish when she recounted to that unknown 
& God the trial of her life, the disappointment of her heart,g-
£■ as she watched the fading out of the fairest lifejdower, 
Kt- the dearest child of her bosom and felt that it had drifted
£?; nway so far that her human eye could not see, her human 
T? ear could not hear, herdiands could not touch nor fondle, 
i|j (she felt that life itself was slipping out from under her 
Cc- feet, leaving-her desolate and alone; her one feeble hope 

was the cross; dim, vague and misty, was the God that 
flwelt so far away; yet to Him she prayed; and yet even 

|^--jyhile kneeling there, the whisper came from across the 
^lurbid waters, “I am not dead; I am not dead; I live.” 
r lAud. in that one sentence, the mothers heart grew 
^stronger and her faith gtew brighter, and instead of 
^pursing the God she was striving to love and adore, the 

great impulse of her heart was to praise Him forevermore 
mat she was not left ignorant of this wonderful truth o: 
Jife bet^d the grave. Api in this way we could picture 

you hundred^ thousands, aye, millions, of human souk 
SJ&° ^ U<?t know tnqt there was aught beyond the great 
^iffiange which tliey were tabghi to call Death, for no one

had given to them any evidence or manifestation of its 
life, of its consciousness; but Modern Spiritualism has 
helped to bring this to these many despairing souls. We 
love to think of this; we love to know that it is true, and 
we love io tell it to tlie world. But it has only given 
this. And you say, is not this enough? And 1 answer 
you, no; and I answer you from your own hearts, no; it is 
not enough, because you are asking for more; it is not 
enough, because you know that there is something more; 
and although your knowledge may not be very strong, 
the mere fact that you are asking for something more 
brings with it evidence to your Blinking mind that what­
ever the human soul demands, is like a command of the 
infinite law, and brings back to you in accordance with 
the power with which you make your demand.

Therefore, when you say, “Do 1 live in other bodies? 
Do I come back to the earth and live again?” or, if you 
just simply ask those who return to satisfy you with evi­
dence of tlie life beyond; if you merely ask them the ques­
tion, “What of that life beyond?.. What is it like? Will 
we be known there as we are known here? Tell me some­
thing of that existence, that I may know it for myself 
even while I am still in this body of clay,” the very’ fact 
that you so question those who retprn is proof to you that 
Spiritualism can give you something more. Now the 
question is,.must it give you this knowledge through 
those who return to your homes? Is it necessary that 
you call them from their higher state, that they may give 
you this knowledge? I shall say to you no, it is not nec­
essary. There is a fact in Nature that it would-be well 
for you as a people, to understand.. That fact is that of 
individual conscious life. What do I mean by tliat? I 
mean that if those who have passed out of your sight and 
are living upon the shores of the summerland; if those 
whom you call dead have manifested unto you until you 
are positive, sure, that they have a conscious existence; if 
they have this conscious existence there, it is proof to you 
tliat you can have that conscious existence here. Be­
cause of that natural law, that gives to each and everyone 
alike; that gives to you just what it gives to everybody 
else; that gives no more to those who have passed out of 
your sight than to those who remain with you. The con­
sciousness of the individual is not in the body of flesh; 
the consciousness of the individual is in the soul, The 
consciousness of the being is what determines what con­
sciousness is. Your hands do not recognize the beauty 
of these blossoms;-your feet cannot tell what vibrations 
produce color; there is no part of your physical body that 
determines for you what consciousness is, except that in­
ner subtle something which we have been taught to call 
the soul, the living part; and it is that part which escapes 
the body when you put tlie body away; it is that subtle 
something that knows that it is; that acts, and that is re­
sponsible for all that it acts. Now, if that is the truth— 
and I am ready to assert tliat it Is, simply because I have 
had evidence of it, as wc have had many evidences of the 
return of those who have passed out of the mortal body, 
and as talking with you Spiritualists to-day, if we know 
what evidence means, it is simply what we have experi­
enced, and through giving that experience one to the 
other, it corroborates the experience and fixes that as a 
fact in our lives.

Now, if I say to you that I have had conscious proof of 
this one truth that the consciousness of the individual 
can be as great upon the physical plane as it can upon the 
astral plane (or spiritual world, if you please to call it 
that), then what, will you tell me, is the reason why we 
cannot be as conscious of all these things that we ask of 
the others who come to us, as it would be were we to ask 
them to come into our midst and repeat to us that which 
wc may learn for ourselves? This is the part and portion 
of Spiritualism which the Spiritualistic world has ignored 
up to nearly the present moment. The great body of 

• Spiritualists to-day hold within their ranks those very 
people who are conscious of delving and diving into these 
conditions outside of your physical life; people who can 
give to you these wonderful truths, if you seek for them. 
But they are people of that nature, of that character and 
of that growth, that they recognize the fallacy of giving 
to an individual knowledge of that which he does not care 
to know anything about. Just as soon as an individual 
mind is turned into the path where he asks for knowledge 
aud his face is set in that direction, and he turns delta 
ately away from bigotry, from conservatism, from super­
stition, and only asks for the truth that may be given him 
in that path of knowledge, that moment the truth comes 
flowing into his soul. But if he closes the door, and 
says “I have learned enough—I have learned enough to 
satisfy me that when I am through with my physical body 
I shall live beyond, consequently I am sure of immortal^ 
11/’—if he says this, he is simply the veriest child of the 
natural world; he is asking for the tangible existence of 
the to-day, and knows nothing of the to-morrow. Why? 
Because an individual Spiritualist—I do not care where 
you look for him, nor under what circumstances you may 
find him; whether he is a medium of long standing, or 
whether he is a teacher of the principles of Modern Spir­
itualism as it is taught to the world to-day; no matter 
what position he may take—if he has no more knowledge 
of an immortal life that what has been given to him by 
his investigation of Modern Spiritualism as the world un­
derstands it to-day, he has no knowledge of immortality 
whatever. I know that is a strong statement to make, 
but it is a statement that I think I can prove to you is 
true—a statement which it is necessary to make in this 
day and age of Modern Spiritualism.

What has Modern Spiritualism proven to the world? 
It has proven to the materialist only that there is some­
thing beyond that which is called death; it has proven to 
him that there is a continuation of the life from the phys­
ical plane to the next one—and that is all. Well now, if 
he had turned his attention the other way and gone a lit­
tle back into the past he could have learned the same 
truth—by looking backward, instead of reaching outward 
into the futfire. He would have had to study, per­
haps, along different lines; it would have been a little bit 
harder for him to acquire that knowledge than it has been 
in the past to go to a medium here and there and receive 
the evidence of the return of some spirit, and the identity 
of that spirit; but the truth would have been the same; 
and mayhap it would have been of more value to him if 
it had been a little harder for him to gain the truth. I 
have learned tliat what an ip dividual pays dearly for has 
some value to him, and unless he pays the price, and a 
good round sum at that, it amounts to but little to him.

WHAT SPIRITUALISM PROVES.
Now let me tell you what I mean when I say that Mod­

ern Spiritualism has not proven immortality to the world. 
It has proved continuous life; it has proved that when the 
individual soul dropped off its body of clay it lived in oth­
er regions; lived in a different atmosphere, in a different 
life than this physical- life. But has anyone ever been 
able to tell you how long he had lived? Because he had 
made the change, could he tell you that he would live on 
and on through the eternal ages? No.' He may have 
thought perhaps he would; but then that “perhaps” many 
times is a feature with young minds here: they think they 
can live always because they have livqd & litue time. 
Young people think they can live to be TO—j^, 80 and

90, because they Have ^ so it is with 
those who liave passed out of the physical body; finding 
that death did not deprive them of conscious hfe, of act­
ual existence, Haiti they were in possession of their facul­
ties to a greater fly lesser extent, they have no doubt been 

•able to bring back to you this knowledge with the full re­
joicing of their spirits that tliey had lived through the 
change, and of course they should live forever! - Well, 
now, is there apy.proof of it? Not a particle. They 
have found their existence there to be real. The exist­
ence here is real; the existence out of which we have come 
is real. There pa sphere of physical life lying one step 
only back of tins physical realm of which you know as 
physical life, that holds just as much of life as it is possi­
ble for you to comprehend here. It has its activities; it 
lias its principles; it has its reality just as much as your 
life is a reality to you here.

Do you know anything about it? No, but you 
can. How do I know that you can? Because there are 
those living on the physical plane who do know; have had 
an actual experience in that direction; and what is an act­
ual experience to one, might be, can lie, an actual experi­
ence to every human soul. And, therefore, when I say 
that if you want proof of an immortal life, you may turn 
to Spiritualism for it, that it will be Spiritualism of that 
nature and character such as your world to-day has no 
comprehension of—a Spiritualism that is better Than 
the Spiritualism of ten, fifteen or twenty years ago—you 
will be obliged to turn to this different Spiritualism—to 
find your proof of an immortal life.

Now, because I say. this, you must know, if you are 
reasoning, thinking beings, that it is not derogatory to 
the Spiritualism of these past fifty years; it is saying more 
for Spiritualism than the world has ever given it credit 
for; it is saying more.for your Spiritualism than you have 
ever thought it was possible to say; because it says 
that it is greater, wjder, deeper down into life than you 
have, ever solved it. It is the Science of Life, and, as the 
Science of Life, you would be obliged, if you would un­
derstand the whole science, and be able to understand 
every problem, to look deeper down into its mysteries, 
and study more closely than you ever have before in your 
lives. This study will bring you just what Theosophy is 
seeking to bring th tlie world to-day. This study of ma­
terial life is just-what the teachings of Theosophy will 
bring to everybody. Now, when I say .this I recognize 
most fully that Theosophy, as it is taught in the world to­
day, has not been fully received, nor fully understood. 
The same principles that lie back of Theosophy lie back 
of Modern Spiritualism; the same principles that lie back 
of these two great movements, lie back of every religious 
movement in the world. It is the great principle of 
truth; and remember, truth belongs to every corner of the 
earth; it is found at every center; and with its vast rami­
fications it extends over the vast surface of the earth until 
it touches everything; and when it touches these different 
movements that give to you of its religious teachings, it 
touches you in a vital spot. It makes its demands upon 
you and asks you to investigate; and if you do not investi­
gate, it is your fault, and not the fault of the truth. If 
you do not kAwanorc about Spiritualism than you have 
learned in the past fifty years, it is not because Spiritual­
ism is at faults • M you know nothing about Theosophy 
and its relatiointoaSpiritualism, the fault is not in these 
two great movepionts. Where does the fault lie? In the 
minds of humanity to-day. They have made a gulf be­
tween the truths oil the past and themselves; between ev­
ery ism of the past and Spiritualism. The world is con­
stantly making these gulfs, only that it may in future 
time have eomotjuug to do to fill them in, and make one 
level plane of ’But I want to say to you that in that 
spirit of separytep^ss, you are putting yourselves as far 
away from thojtiw individual spirit of life, of brother­
hood and spiritupli^y, as it is possible for you to move; but 
in tlie spirit (^ju^ty, recognizing it as a principle, you 
bring these isms soiclogely to you, that you can reach into 
them and take the very .kernel and germ out of the cen­
ter, and appropriate it for your own ism, making it wholly 
what it should be a veritable truth. And tliis is the 
teaching that I am glad to bring before the minds of the 
people to-day. ‘

I have stood upon the platform for many years, seeking 
to voice the truth of these wonderful things that the 
world has recognized through Modern Spiritualism. I 
have not stood aloof; I do not stand aloof to-day; but I
stand where progression has .placed me—a student of ev­
ery faet in Nature; a student that would look at every­
thing, at every side, that will ignore nothing, but would 
penetrate into the very bowels of the earth, if necessary, 
and bring from thence the dirt and soil, and placing it in 
my hands I would analyze it through that law of _ 
chometry which Modern Spiritpalism just touches 
upon, and then leaves for fear of what it may 
give them. I would make use of that law of psy­
chometry, that science which is a portion of the great 
science of life, and through that power I would analyze 
even the very dir.t of the earth; and then I would take 
blossom after blossom, leaf after leaf; I would take the

psy-

rock from the great boulders that fly in pieces, and as they 
crumble away under my touch, I would learn to separate 
them under my will, or disintegrate them. Why? That 
I might become master of my position, and as a master be 
pre-eminent over all matter. Tlie necessity for becoming 
a master over matter, is what Theosophy teaches; tliat is 
what Spiritualism may teach when it clasps hands with 
these different movements that are starting all over the 
world to bring to people more than they have ever re­
ceived before.

Now, as thinking men and women, you should close in 
with the great army, acid through the rank and file, by 
contact with them, you would get that impetus which the 
spirit of investigation gives to everybody, and by that im­
petus you would move further along the path; and when 
the end comes to your physical body you would realize 
something more of immortality than the mere fact that 
you live beyond the grave. What would you learn? You 
would learn, that the physical body was of just as great 
consequence to you as any other body that you could in­
habit; aye, that it was even more to you than some of 
these other bodies—spirit though you may name them. 
I ha re been told for years, even as a Spiritualistic teacher, 
teaching Modern Spiritualism, that the physical body was 
the body I mustriUrig to; that the physical body was the 
great body which I; needed most; and if that is a truth to 
me; if that is a lactin Nature; and that I can understand 
the great economy^ life better by functioning in a phys­
ical body, then.: thaf is a fact for you, a truth for you to 
take up and analyst and see what it means to you and 
what it holds fgr you. I was told the reason why the 
physical body was of such importance and value to me, and 
that it was neegssgry- for me to hold to it—was because 
this was the world of plane of creation; this was the plane 
of causation, ^djvhat did’f understand by that? But 
very little at fin&™When it was first told me I thought 
it was a very strange statement, for like thousands of oth­
er Spiritualists, when trouble overtook me, I looked out 
so wistfully towatdsithat summerland, and hoped that the 
end .was almost’’Sear; to step across into the border coun­
try; and therefore I felt as a great many Spiritualists do, 
that it would be a beautiful thing to drift out of the phys­
ical, and live in the summerland; but while I was think­
ing these very thoughts—I was met, as it were, upon the 
very threshold of that other world, with this statement: 
“Keep in your physical body; it is the best body for you; 
it is the best body for a human soul to inhabit.” And 
when I questioned what it meant the answer came: “Here 
is the world of Creation; here is the plane of causation, 
it is here that you can do, and you can live, that you can 
be a conscious active being, and it is upon this plane that 
you will receive your self-consciousness.” Tliis state­
ment required a great deal of study. I was dissatisfied 
with it, even though ! recognized that it came from 
higher planes of existence, fl was dissatisfied because in 
a way it seemed to talje away the beautiful mystery of the 
other life; it seemed to say to me That it was inefficient to 
satisfy the soul, and the great longing of a human soul

was to go out and be satisfied. And yet with-a deeper 
study of the subject I learned to realize what life meant 
without a physical body, It was a strange experience 
which brought me this knowledge. You have but to 
drift out and leave your body for a little time, and then 
attempt io come back to it, if you want to know what it 
means. You will realize then what it means to be with-

mowledge. You have but to

out a physical body.: It taught me that I knew- but very 
little of any other sphere than this.' It taught me that I 
had but little experience on different planes of activity; 
and because I had not gained that knowledge, I was not 
fitted to function there to any great extent. But that 
was not all. There was something more than that. 
There was a deeper point to consider than all this; that 
deeper point I shall say to you is this—“it is here that 
you gain your self-consciousness.” Why? Because here 
is the very foundation upon which your feet rest. You 
(as you may learn afterward if you do not already know 
R)— you will learn that you have lived on different 
planes, and tliey did uot satisfy you; you will learn that 
you have lived in bodies that wduld be invisible to the 
sight of mortal here, and you were not satisfied with 
them; you will learn that as a spark from the Infinite Soul 
of the Universe you have reached for tliis very country 
which you inhabit to-day; you have traveled steadily 
downward, downward, until you have touched this physi­
cal life for a purpose, and the purpose. has not been 
gained, The very proof of this is in the fact of your ex­
istence here, that you may gain the purpose. When you 
ask for proof, as you invariably will, to every statement 
that is made, I shall turn your mind to your own selves 
for proof. You do not need to go outside of that. You 
have proof of everything within you—of everything that 
will ever come to your knowledge. Not a single tiling 
can you gain from another. It is all through yourself 
that you have consciousness or perception of any life at 
all.

If I should tell you that these flowers were white and 
yellow and green—if you had no perception to under­
stand this, eould I make you understand? 0, no. It is 
you that understands through your consciousness of Hfe; 
arid it is necessary for you to be conscious of tliis life, or 
the astral life, or the spiritual world and all that it holds 
and contains, before you know' anything about it. Then 
what does that prove? It proves that until you have 
lived here long enough to have gained all the conscious­
ness that this life can give, you are not through with it; 
and if it is necessary for you to stay here one year, it is 
necessary for you to stay here just as long as you possibly 
can; beckuse unless you do tliis you are lessening your op­
portunities of gaining the knowledge which you so much 
want—that knowledge whieh you came here to get, which 
is individuality.

Some of these old Spiritualists will say: “Yes, that has 
been the speaker’s hobby for years—that of individ­
uality.” But I will say to you now, we will give it 
another word that may be more pleasing to your ears, that 
of self-consciousness, of becoming so conscious of one’s 
self that he knows what he can do; and when he knows, a 
knowledge of the result of the action is just as clear as the 
action itself. That is why that statement to-day is such 
a reasonable one to me. Why, I can reach out and touch 
hands with every brother who agrees with me upon that 
subject—that here upon the physical plane, the world of 
causation, the world of creation—is where we gain our 
self-consciousness; consequently we need our physical 
bodies just as long as we can hold them.

THEOSOPHY A COUNSELOR.
Now, the relation of Theosophy—for this is what The­

osophy teaches—to Modern Spiritualism seems to me 
something in the manner of a counselor or friend, one 
who advises the Spiritualist to study more closely the na­
ture and character of the physical body and its relation to 
life as a whole. It does not ask him to give up the truth 
which he has gained—but.only advises him to make use 
of that truth for further progress and knowledge of life’s 
great mysteries.

I get the thought from many here in this hall this 
afternoon, that if this i^ necessary for human souls, to 
hold to a physical body lust as Ipng as they possibly can, 
isn’t it a wise thing, then, to call those back who have 
already lost their bodies, and give them an opportunity 
of holding to physical Hfe, that they may learn a little 
more? This would be well enough if you could call them 
back and demand of them that they take a body of their 
own; but to call them back that they may absorb the 
vitality, the consciousness, as it were, to a certain extent, 
of an individual being here—I know tliat it Is not the 
highest nor best condition for the spirit who has passed 
out of the physical body, nor the highest and best for the 
mortal who must act as a medium in this case. How do 
I know it? By that everlasting law of justice that appeals 
to you as it appeals to me; justice;—in this way; every 
hour and moment of our lives belong to us; every part 
and portion of our strength and energy is ours to use as 
best we can, to help us along the great path which leads 
upward, upward beyond the heavens, aye, beyond the 
clouds; and it belongs to us. Why? Because when we 
are in possession of our faculties, when we are in posses­
sion of our full consciousness, every moment in the phys­
ical body we are constantly appropriating, gathering up, 
that which shall in future years be the very substance of 
our character and oi our lives; and if we allow others to 
infringe upon the domain which is our own; if we allow 
others to take possession of that which belongs to us, we 
are not only unjust to the self, our own being, but we are 
unjust to those whom we allow to do this very thing. You 
would say it was an injustiep for me to allow a small child 
to steal that wMch belonged to (mother; no matter if that 
child was hungered, starving, though it may be, it is my 
duty and yours to give, but not allow another to steal. 
And this principle, this law, remains good whether it is 
operative between those on the physical plane, or those on 
the invisible plane of Hfe as they are dealing with mortals 
here.

- LAW OF INTERCOMMUNION.
That law of inter-communion, when there is desire 

upon the part of those who have passed out, is just in ac­
cord with the universal law; but when we make the de­
mand, and that demand is granted because of the weak­
ness or because of the ignorance of that other, we have 
overstepped the bounds that would insure us justice, and 
we have infringed upon our rights and the rights of 
others. And we who are studying for individuality, we 
who are seeking to know more of that great and wonderful 
fact of life, should know every part and portion of it; we 
should know the truth of justice; we should know how to 
apply it; we should understand the minutest law of the 
kingdom, and know how to make it applicable to our­
selves and others. ■

How can we do this? Spiritualism teaches that we, as 
passive instruments, can place ourselves in position to re­
ceive messages and communications from the Other world. 
SpirituaHsm teaches that we can do tliis without detri­
ment to ourselves; but investigation proves that while it 
is commendable in many instances, where there is a 
proper plan, and a condition by which every obstacle is 

Removed from the path of the operator and the one 
operated upon, that it is admissible, that it is but just and 
right; but there is another side to consider, when we 
know by analyzation, that our insane asylums are. filled 
to-day with the victims of this state of passivity; they are 
filled to overflowing by that class which, when once 
looked at in the right light, we should call mediums.

I tell you what it is; SpirituaHstic friends, that the un­
trained mind is no better than the untrained sight or the 
untrained ears. They are not ready to do this masterful 
work without proper guidance and proper pfons and 
directions. And Spiritualism to-day has^otten into that 
place where the whole world is clamoring for phenomena, 
without any common sense with it In the past—what 
have we to say abcut the past? We will say that it was a. 
movement that was started by intelligences high above 
the earth; we will say that the movement Was a movement
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tojhividqglize the race; we Sill Siy th^ jt was a proper 
mpyepient in its time and place, and had humanity dealt 
with it always in the same mood and condition as whenfit 
entered upon the earth-plane, it would not have needed 

fe any new movement to take its place; but the people have 
. drifted into that shilly-shally way of doing business; they 

have no conception of the real principles which lie back 
of phenomena, and consequently clamor for the surface 
work, and leave out that finer germ of Spiritualism, the 
principles embodied in phenomena.

I am not speaking against phenomena; the world is full 
1 of it; Lhold a body which is simply the result of phe­

nomena. It is a phenomenon, to say the least, as a result 
from the everlasting principle of building.

DANGERS TO AVOID.
But I say to you, when you deal with phenomena, and 

you do not know the causes lying back of it, you are deal­
ing many times with that whieh will prove to be danger­
ous to you. None of you would like to receive a strange 
packet through the mail in these serious times; you would 
carry it right to the police station the first thing you did; 
place it in the hands of somebody who you felt would un­
derstand better about the nature of explosives than you
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Majesty and Hls Subordinates iu the Kingdom oj 
Darkness. 60 pages. By Moses Hull. Price, 16 cent^. 
Jesus and the Mediums, J,.

or Christ and Mediumship, '
Careful comparison of some of the Splrituallsiji 

and Mediumship of the Bible with that of to-day. By 
Moses Hull. Au invincible argument proving that 
Jesus was only a medium, subject to all the condb 
tions of modern mediumship. It also shows that all 
tbe manifestations throughout tbo Old and New Testi 
ment were under the same conditions that mediums 
require to-day; and that tbe coming of Christ is the re* 
turn of ir^huabip to the world. 48 pages. Price, 
10 cents. '
The Spiritual Birth,

or Death and Its To-Morrow,
The Spiritual Idea of Death, Heaven and Hell, By . 

Moses Hull. This pamphlet besides giving the Bplr^ . 
ituaiistic interpretation of many things In the Bible— 
Interpretations never before given, explains th# 
heavens and bells believed la by Spiritualists. Price, 
10 cents.
The Quarantine Raised. .. ' -

Or tbe Twenty Years Battle Against a Worker 
Ended. Price 10 cents. •
BpiritualnSongster. ‘

By Mattie E. Hull. Thirty eight of Mrs. Hull’# • 
sweetest songs, adapted to popular music, for the nap ' : 
of congregations, circles and families. Price, 10 Cts- •. 
or (6 per hundred. ? '
The Mediumistio Experience ■ --.*

of John Brown, -
The Medium of thc Rockies, with introduction by . 

J. K. Loveland. This is the history of one of tbq 
most wonderful mediums that ever lived. 167 large 
pages. Price, 60 cents.
The Devil and the Adventists. .

An Adventist attack on Spiritualism repulsed. By
Moses Hull. Price, 5 cents. ’ .

At the close of ihe week', when weary of the cares of the 
home, the shop or office, one loves to wander through the _______ _____ ________
forest and study the handiwork of nature. In different SHRADDHANANDA, MEANING “FAITH IN 
localities the lessons vary Wmewliat, but the final result is - BLISS”—QUAINT CEREMONY OF ORDINA- 
the same. Out on this Pacific Coast the distance from . ,PT„,T
the sea level to the lofty mountain’s summit is in some TIQA TAKES^ l^ACE IN IHE ROOMS 01' IHE 
places but a short distance. In the few miles one would ADWAITA SOpljiTY.
have to travel from the ocean to the mountains, there are Before a rude altar, says the Chicago Inter Ocean, that 

had been reared in the apartments of the Adwaita So­
ciety, Cottage Grove avenue and Twenty-fourth street, a 
woman stood last night and renounced the world and all 
earthly possessions and ties that make life dear to the ma­
jority of her kind. Before the strange rites which be­
tokened such sacrifice were solemnized, the woman had 
been known as Mrs. L. V. Comer. After her vows had 
been spoken she became the Swami Shraddhananda, 
which signifies “Faith in Bliss,” and which will be her 
title henceforth. :

The newly ordained Swami is the first American of her 
sex to be thus exalted. In fact, the ceremony has been 
performed in the Western World but four times all told, 
and never in Europe," According to those of the same 
spiritual persuasion as the new Swami and the Swami 
who ordained her, she has reached the highest state that 
exists. For she is God, they say. 1 ■

That the little band of faithful who witnessed the cere­
mony were sincere in their belief of the literalness of this 
condition, there could be no doubt. That the candidate 
for the high honor was herself convinced of its infal­
libility, was equally manifest. Hers appeared to be no 
fleeting conviction, the result of feverish hysteria.

During all of the solemn and trying function her face 
was as serene as a clear sky. She had earned the ochre- 
hued robe she was wearing for the first time, and she bore 
her honors with no evident sense of false pride or worldly 
vanity. --.
FEW PERSONS PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY.

The ceremony was private, only members of the ^ve 
branches of the order, which is the most ancient order of 
monks in the world, and of Hindoo origin, being present. 
Long before the ceremony began the air had been made 
heavy with burning incense, which glowed in the censers 
back of the altar. This had been covered with snowy 
linen cloths and rich tapestry, which, by the way, was one 
of the few reminders of the Oriental splendor of whose 
nature the ceremony partook. From frames on the altar 
itself and from the walls back of the altar, the faces of 
Christ and some of the saints recognized in the Catholic 
and Episcopal Churches looked benignly down, and 
grouped with these appeared portraits of the dark­
skinned prophets of the East, exponents of the Buddhist 
faith, for the order recognizes neither race nor sex nor 
creed,-and preaches only universal love and truth. Their 
doctrines are the: synthesis of religion, morality, and 
philosophy. q

To the right of the altar stood a pan-like furnace, upon 
whose sides rested seven pine sticks, grouped so as to form 
a triangle within a square. This arrangement was sig- 
nificent of the three-forms of divinity—creation, pres­
ervation, and destruction. The square signifies absolute 
unity. ,

DETAILS OF ORDINATION SERVICE.

many lessons of. great value to one studying this symbol 
language—the only perfect language.

We find the willow growing near the sea level or on the 
river’s bank where plenty of moisture can be secured, and
as we reach higher ground we find the ash, oak, fir, and 
last the pine. _

In many localities where the distance is great from the 
valley to the mountains, as in the Mississippi Valley, 
where one has hundreds of miles to travel over valley, 
hills and plain before reaching the mountain, one will 
find the cottonwood, elm, ash, hickory, oak and many 
other useful varieties of trees before reaching the fir or 
pine of the mountains. z -

We can retrace our footsteps back to the sea level and 
river’s bank in the low valley, and find yet another class 
of useful trees, those planted and cultivated by man; 
these are tender. In the orchard we find fruit trees of

did; and yet I think that this is just the way that these 
untrained minds are placed when they are reaching out to 
receive phenomena of every kind and description, without 
knowing what directs it, without knowing what lies back 1 
of it; and if.you would be preserved from this condition 
which ignorance alone of course would bring, do, I beg of 
you, be cautious how you deal with phenomena. But I 
would advise you to interest yourselves in a study of the 
physical life; of the Life that is constantly being acted 
around and about you; studying the nature of your own 
bodies, and studying to know, if possible, who you are, 
and what you are, from whence you came, and why you M The fl nd bM h f
came. These things will bring you evidence enough of b . • - - - . .
phenomena. As you deal with these subjects you will be 
unfolded in that very realm from whence phenomena 
comes; and with eyes and ears trained, you will know bet­
ter how to deal with the subject of Modern Spiritualism

tender varieties—the orange, peach, plum, cherry, pear 
and apple. We could go over the same ground many 
times, and each time take one single department of nature 
and learn a valuable lesson, if our hearts and minds are

no less importance than the trees, in this symbol lan­
guage. These are in the material world, and each dif-

than you have ever known before. '
Now, as I have said before—for I will not tire you 

longer—here stand these two great factors in the wond’s 
unfoldment, Modern Spiritualism and Theosophy. They 
stand wide apart to-day, because people have placed them 
there. Within themselves the principles are the same. 
The movements have been started by the same powers; 
and, as individual actors upon this great stage of physical 
life, if you bring yourselves together as one common band 
and study the principle underlying both of these great 
movements, you will at another anniversary day find that 
you have gained more of the knowledge of what Modern 
Spiritualism really is, than you have in all of these many 
years of the past, for you got through studying a long 
time ago, and have just simply been accepting. Now, the 
old-time Spiritualist did study; the old-time Spiritualist 
did seek to know what these things meant whieh were 
brought to them in these various forms and phases 
through mediumship. But to-day the crowd does not 
study them; they simply accept, and rush hither apd 
thither for a test. Yet they do not need to know of a 
test of the life beyond, because they have already had 
hundreds and thousands of them; that has been well dem­
onstrated. What is it a test of? It is a test that strange 
things ean be done.
/ WONDERFUL SPHERE.

0, wonderful region of life that holds within its great 
storehouse the causes that are constantly doing strange 
things. 0, wonderful universe of life that gives to the 
human mind just what it asks for. 0, wonderful spirit 
of life, that breathes upon the earth and gives to it 
vitality; that makes its demands upon the sands of the 
shore, and lo! out from the very depths, under our very 
feet, come surging the whispers of a past so wonderful, 
and yet recorded in thy great pages of memory.

0, wonderful sphere of life, I wonder, as I look at thy 
blossoms, how it is possible that you can be so strange to 
me; I who have lived so many ages; I who have slept, un­
folded, as it were, in the very bosom of the earth; I who 
havo penetrated into the caves, and through the mysteries 
of cave-life; 1, who have dwelt with the fishes in the sea; 
who have touched animal life in its every stage and
career; I wonder how it ie that you have escaped me; and 
that only as I come into physical life, even after I have 
lived years upon this mortal plane, that I can turn to you 
and see that you are wonderful. And yet it is true, Ine 
is so wonderful. Every face is a wonderful thing; yet 
eyes, nose, hair and mouth hold for me a lesson so much 
more wonderful Ilian all that physical life outside of thc 
human can portray; for 1 know in every face I cqn see the 
varied cycles as they come a .d go; I can see the principles 
as they are represented of all planetary life; I can see tbe 
wonderful ravs of the sun as they Ream out and stream 
through human windows, until they affect the whole 
human race. 1 can watch the formation of the nose, and 
lo! rising before me I can see that wonderful system of 
order that sets everything in its place, and brings out of 
everything that perfect system which we can recognize

ferent tree, whether forest or fruit tree, has a meaning in 
the realm of nature. .

The finite cannot understand the things of the Infinite. 
In nature there seems to be many departments, and each 
department seems- to have a well-written language of its 
own, and a way of recording its history of passing events. 
The declaration that “God is a spirit,” is an improper 
translation; it should read: “Spirit is God.” There is all 
the difference in the world in the two translations.

Trees, flowers and birds, from a material standpoint are 
like every other material thing. They pass so rapidly 
away, or from one form to another, they are properly 
called shadows. To say, then, “there is only spirit,” or 
to say, “there is only God,” is to speak truthfully, for 
all material forms are but crystallization of one substance, 
spirit. When we say “there is only spirit,” the mean­
ing is that as matter changes form so rapidly, the real 
basic principle is spirit, the only real substance.

When we enter Silence and behold how perfectly the 
Spirit answers our questions in clairvoyant symbols by 
the use of trees, flowers, birds, and other material things, 
we say, “how simple and wonderful.” I am not able to 
tell why the Spirit answers a question by sending an oak 
tree, instead of using any other kind of tree. I only know 
it is the case, and J am not complaining that it is so. 
Every student of mental science knows that such is the 
case, where the student has advanced far enough into the 
science to be able to read the symbol language, coming 
from clairvoyant sight while in Silence.

Heaven is not far away. “Heaven is within you.” How 
little the materialistic world of to-day knows of heaven. 
Many a traveler, footsore and weary, has turned aside on 
a warm summers day, and finding a shady retreat, has 
gone into Silence, opened the gates of Heaven, and has 
feasted his soul on the wonders of that other world, whieh 
is so far away to so many, and yet so near to a few.

A person rambling through the material forests sees 
trees, shrubs and vines in all degrees of perfection, from 
the tall stately pine to the decaying fallen tree that was 
once the proud monarch of the forest. One sees here and 
there branches, and small trees and tender shoots, broken 
or cut down.

When in Silence, when forests come floating by, the 
different scenes changing with lightning rapidity, and we 
see in the realm of Spirit what we have seen in the ma­
terial forests, we then wonder in which realm, the material 
or spiritual, we should have taken our observations. 
Trees in clairvoyant symbol always mean persons, birds 
and flowers mean success and enjoyment.

When we ask in silence about the welfare of any per­
son, and the spirit answers by sending a live tree, that 
person is well. If a dead tree is shown, then that person 
enquired after is dead.

Now comes tbe singular part of the symbol language: 
An apple tree has a meaning of its own, different from a 
forest tree. A mental scientist in Washington State, 
learning the name of a lady editor and publisher of men­
tal science literature, residing in New York City, asked 
the spirit to give him some information relative to this 
la“dy publisher. Instantly there • appeared in clear
clairvoyant vision a thrifty, healthy peach tree, planted 

even now. ’n rich ground and pleasantly surrounded. A more com-
And then these ears so wonderfully constructed—do plimentary answer could not have been given. Thc man 

‘ ’ understood'the symbol perfectly and was fully satisfied
with the answer.

they mean just that I may hear your whisper; that I may 
hear the roar of the sea; that I may hear the faintest 
vibrations of sound? 0, no; they mean something more 
than this. What do they mean? They mean that life 
is full of wonderful things for us to study; for, as we 
study the formation of thc ear, we study the formation of 
every object that brings io us sound. We stray out be­
yond the power of the eyes to sec, and lo! we are upon a 
different plane; sound greets us that to us would be un­
known if we depended wholly on this little drum of the 
ear as we recognize it; and then I find that esoterically 
there is a life-principle that is far more wonderful than 
that which exotcrically is presented to me. Aud lo! I am 
a different being; then I stand no longer upon feet made 
of physical clay; but I rise upon the wings of the mind, 
and I float from one sphere to another, and I gather up 
the treasures that have been given to me through the long 
Qges of the past, and I bring them back and lay them be­
fore you that you may know what you are, as individual 
beings. The fact of life means this to me; it means it to 
everyone; it means it to every child of the mortal world— 
that yon and J, traveling the self-same path, joining 
hands and interests, can read the self-same lessons from 
the self-same pages. And lo! no longer will life be such 
a mystery if these two great movements will cement 
themselves together, and make a concrete unity rather
than an idea of separateness.

Thank you, friends, for this hour of cpmmunion. 
us work together for the good of the whole.
: ; - ----------- :-0o(:-:-----------

WAITING.

Let

SEVERS WORLDLY TIES—TAKES THE NAME OF A dead soldier! That is the conventional phrase, but 
it contains a false statement. If we can place any reliance 
on our faith, unless we have indulged in a dream and 
called it religion, he-is not dead, but more alive than 
when, under the flag of the country, he met the enemy 
and fell. He was somebody’s son or father- or husband, 
and he simply left a lower sphere of activity for a higher 
in obedience to a sudden call whieh could not be dis­
obeyed. •

1 wish the word death could be eliminated from our 
language, for it has no place there. If death is really 
death, then it is a pity we are alive. We should find it 
hard to hold any relations whatever with the Lord if we 
thought him a cruel, despot who at one moment said 
“Live!” and at another moment said “Die!” Religion is 
utterly impossible unless it covers immortality. If there 
were no other life the moral restraints of this life would

Swami Abhayaijanda, who has been at the head of the 
order in Chicago, performed the ceremony. She led the 
candidate before the altar by the right hand, and, after a 
moment of profound silence, explained the purpose of the 
ritual. Both the Swaini and the candidate wore robes of 
oefire serge, double-breasted to the right, and twice en­
circled by a girdle of' the. same hue. The ochre color 
means purification by fire, the double girdle stands for 
“twice” born, and the manner of fastening the garment 
to the right signifies that the wearer is a Brahmin. 
During the initiation of the candidate, the officiating 
Swami set fire to the contents of the pan, the candidate 
foi initiation replenishing the blaze by pouring oil upon 
thc flames, from a vessel that had been handed to her. A 
part of this formality was also the clipping of-a lock of 
hair from the candidate’s head, which lock was placed 
upon the flames and the fume's from the ashes inhaled by 
the candidate.

The meaning of this was explained as the renunciation 
of all flesh and worldliness—the purification by fire. A 
staff and a water pot were also handed to the candidate, 
the former signifying her position of teacher, and the 
latter the only possession of Sannyain. Then came the 
most solemn moment in the ceremony.

SOLEMN WORDS OF CONSECRATION.
“Let the power of your love go to her!” said the high 

priestess, impressively. “Let us surround her with our 
love.” There was a deep silence which lasted several 
minutes, after which the candidate was relieved of the 
staff and pot, and told io face the four quarters of the 
globe with uplifted hands. As she turned each time she 
repeated after her instructor:

be greatly lessened, if not obliterated. One cannot five 
like a god if he knows that he is to die like a dog. It is 
his future that makes a man large or small.

When I think of our soldiers who are not with us I 
think of them as brave, undying souls who have left their 
uniforms behind and their knapsacks, and are now dwell­
ing in some land not on our maps. And I know that the 
courage and self-sacrifice of those awful years did in a 
mysterious way transform many of them—developed 
their characters as a century of ordinary experience gould 
not have done, gave them a new view of themselves, 
aroused new desires and ambitions, furnished a wholly 
new outlook, and fitted them for entrance upon a new 
career in heaven. The demands of the war broadened 
their narrow village life, the constant presence of mortal 
danger filled them with serious thoughts which no 
preacher could have impressed upon them—thoughts 
which they never spoke of in their letters to dear ones at 
home—thoughts which enlarged their souls and made 
them heroic and noble.

The spiritual life of the soldier is seldom referred to by 
us, and he very seldom referred to it himself. But the 
man who left the quiet pursuits by which he obtained a 
livelihood and, imbued with a great idea, went forth to 
meet whatever might come, had many an hour of serious 
meditation. He recognized the uncertainties in which he 
was enmeshed, he communed with himself, and on the 
eve of a great battle saw what might possibly happen or 
what would probably happen. Under sueh circum­
stances no man can be thoughtless, and we do our soldiers 
grave injustice if we regard them as impelled by a tre­
mendous excitement only or moved only by an irresistible 
enthusiasm. They knew what they were about, and I 
have no doubt that in the stillness of the night in camp 
or when doing picket duty in the dangerous outlying dis­
trict they had strange spiritual experiences, for they were 
alone with God and death, which was the equivalent of a 
new birth.

The best part of religion came into their hearts—the 
religion which tells us that we are in the hands of Prov­
idence, and that whether we live or die on the morrow he 
will be with us and care for us. I do not care what kind 
of a man a soldier may be in ordinary times—uncouth, 
ragged, desperate or immoral—1 am sure that when in 
actual service he thinks deeply and solemnly of matters 
to which he heretofore has given no heed. 1 like to dwell 
on that side of the soldier’s life, for it is the loftier side— 
loftier than his recklessness in the field. If you could 
gather the thoughts which pass through the minds of an 
army corps on the night before a battle they would be so 
impressive, so pathetic, so solemn, that the whole world 
would weep.

We do well therefore to place bright, fresh flowers on 
the graves where sleeps the dust of our dear ones. Per­
haps they see what we are doing, aud are made happier by 
the tribute. As the faint echoes of music are heard in 
distant hills, so the loving remembrance of brave sons and 
fathers is noted in heaven. They are not dead, but they 
have been ennobled by the sterling characters which bat­
tlefields have developed. Not dead, but more truly alive 
than we are. Not dead, but on another shore with the 
cloud of smoke between them and us. Not dead, but in

Woman, Church and State,
A Historical Account of the Status 

of Woman Through the Chris* ■ 
tian Ages, with Reminis­
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'THU AMOUNT OF VALUABLE lift 
formation mcdnctly and clearly stated In thl| 

volume of 6M pages is amazing. Tbe title, au above? 
given, fails to convey au Idea of tbe fulness and con# 
pleteuesa with which the aubjecta are treated. Tha 
Miitrlarchate, or Mother-rule, is the theme of thefiru ' 
chapter, in which much lore, quaint, queer and cdf;* 
oua, la brought to view in elucidation of tbe subject. 
Thia la followed by chapters on Celibacy. Canon Law. 
Marquette, WHchrmn, Wives, Polygamy, Woman ana 
Work, Tbe Church of To day, Pant, Present, Future: 
aud there Ib not a chapter In tbe book that 1b Rot 
bandied iu a masterly manner, aud that for quantity 
and quality of Information, h not worth the full price 
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. Price, $2.00. For sale at this
the Fathers presence, in the Father’s home, in the man- office.
sions not made with hands, where some time we shall 
meet them. It is well with them, better, perhaps, than it 
is with us. '

.Flowers are a token of kindly remembrance. We never 
send flowers to those to whom we are indifferent, for they 
speak only the language of love and admiration. As a 
symbol of a nation’s gratitude they should b/given with­
out stint. But when we place them on a grave it ought 
to be with tho feeling that we pay our tribute to ihe dust 
only, and that a blessed immortality has claimed the 
loved ones whose memory we cherish.

‘ GEORGE II. HEPWORTH.

Close by the river I’m waiting, 
Its beautiful shore I can see;

“River of Life” and boatman, •
Who waves a signal to me.

“Hither, come hither, frail mortal, 
Up higher bright laurels are won;

? Finished, thy work on the earth jplane; 
The race of immortals begun.

- . “At last the fetters that bound thee 
Are broken—thy spirit set free; - 

’ The wavelets of time around thee

The same party on a former occasion was interested in 
the welfare of a party who was being tried on a criminal 
charge in a matter that greatly affected the prisoner’s 
honor. In silence the mental scientist asked the spirit 
how the matter would terminate. The answer came in 
the form of an apple'tree with nearly every limb torn 
from the tree, only one single limb left remaining. Soon 
after that the trial came off. The case was taken under 
advisement. The party made another enquiry as to his 
welfare. This time there appeared an apple tree, perfect 
in limb, but far out in a field alone, not a tree of any kind 
near it. The final termination of the case was, the de­
fendant was allowed to go on his good behavior, subject 
to being called to account on first violation of the rule he 
had previously broken.

Late in the night a party was awakened from sleep, 
when there appeared before him an oak tree. The tree 
was dead. At the instant the tree appeared there were 
five axes of different sizes each with a short handle, and 
by unseen hands these axes were hurled against the dead 
tree. The next morning the party learned a friend had 
died at the same time of seeing the vision.

Why, after we dream of wading snow drifts, or see snow 
in clairvoyant vision, we have to wrestle with poverty and 
cruel adversity, I am not able to tell you. I am sorry it is 
so. If poverty is in store for you, your spirit will tell you 
so, and let you get ready for the ordeal. I could ask for 
no better fortune than to have you relate your dreams of 
gathering flowers—sweet, fragrant flowers, or see birds 
hopping about in search of food. Fortune and happiness 
would then attend your every effort.

Are you satisfied with the above illustrations? I can­
give you hundreds of them, but I cannot convince you 
•thereis any reality in the wonderful symbol language un­
less you direct your mind into the spirit realm, and away 
from materialistic thoughts. It may be only too true 
that only a few learn the sweet lessons the spirit has to

“From to-day let no being be afraid of me. I will in­
jure no one, by thought, or word, or deed.” Then the 
following vows were taken: “I give up all attachment to 
personalities; I give up all ties that mean separateness; I 
declare that all is One, all is the Spirit of Spirit; I give up 
desires for wealth, fame, honors; I give up all things that 
belonged to my former life. They have all become the 
Lord’s, and not mine. I take the vow of celibacy, of 
absolute continence, of poverty, of non-resistance, of serv­
ice to all beings in the universe.”

' After the burning of the lock of hair, the high priestess 
said: “Thou hast become fearless. Thou art above name 
and form, above time and space; but so long as tliis body 
shall last you will carry the name of Shraddhananda. 
Henceforth, Pure One, let the wide universe be your 
home, the sky your canopy, humanity your family, the 
animals your care and solicitude.”

During the ceremony the speaker invoked the spirits 
of Moses, Buddha, Shonkerer, Jesus of Nazareth, Ra- 
manya, Madhaver, and Plotinus, and other great ones to 
surround the candidate with their love. And there were 
a number of the ; audience who declared they saw the 
spirits of these, upoh^he premises, aiding in the.perform— 
ance of the ceremonyp They described the spirits in de­
tail and designated Rhe positions they occupied with 
reference to. the altarfe

SILVER MEMORIES.

When you look into the mirror 
At that mass of snowy hair, 

Do you feel that you are nearer 
To that land so bright and fair?

Do you think when life seemed dearer 
Or was freer from dull care;

When your eyes discerned much clearer 
Grandest beauties everywhere?

Do you see within the olden, 
Back of toil and-care and pain, 

That same head of hair—a golden 
Or a black or brown again?

Do you see just how beholden
To Dame Fortune—just how vain— 

How your pride did once embolden
Youth’s ambition for life’s strain?

Do you hear a baby cooing 
There upon its mother’s lap, 

Wliile those eyes of love are viewing 
In that face thy future’s map?

Do you hear that song, imbuing 
Rattle eyes to take a nap?

Wliile a mother is renewing 
Baby’s stockings, dress and cap?The newly ordained Swami has followed the .calling of 

a divine healer. She5claims to have cured 5,000 persons _ . , > ,
through prayer. Before she joined the order of which , Do you travel q er the highway 
she is now a member4he was an Episcopalian.

^awakening,

.Flow on to eternity.” :

impart. The way is open to all who want to learn. You 
ask; “Where can I find an instructor?”- The deity within 
you will instruct you cheerfully, if you will only keep 
silent and let him. It is not safe to trust to anyone else 
to 'instruct you. This school needs but one scholar, 
there is only room for one in the realm of spirit. When 
you- have learned a few lessons in this wonderful symbol 

’ language, your spirit' Will give you other lessons in the
- MRS. E. J. BUCHANAN”. realm of usefulness, such as you little dream of now.

F. P. WAGNER.' . ______  |i i j ' : '. . “There is only Spirit.”
Vancouver. Wash.

“The Priest, the Woman and the Confessional. Thia ______
book, by the well-known Father Chiniquy, reveals the de- _ _ _
grading, impure influences and results of the Romish con- “C—o---------------^—j ---------- _^-------------------
fessional, as proved by the sad experience of’ many A masterly philosophical work.” English edition, nicely 
.wrecked lives. Price, by mail, $1.- For sale at this office. ‘ bound it cloth, $1. . For sale at this office. .

“Origin and Antiquity of Man.” By Hudson Tuttle.

Alas, is it beret ’
In this country so drear,, ;
Is it here 1 must bury my soul? 
Is it in this cold clay <
That my spirit must stay 
Whilst the years, of eternity roll? ,
So I thought in the past. 
And my soul was o’ercast ■•
With the chill of the infidel paU, rd 
And enwrapped in deep night , 
That hid all things from sight 
I feared in Death’s arms to fall. ’ '
But a voice o’er the grave - 
From the gloom did me save, • 
The voice of one loved long, and lost, 
And I watch and I wait, 
With a hope grand and great. 
For our meeting when death's wave is crossed.

Or the pathway of the past, 
O’er the rough and winding by-way 

Where your lot of life was cast, 
■When you thought, “If I had my way

Time would never fly so fast;
I would fashion life all thy way,

. Happy childhood, to the last?” .

That silvered head is but a token , v T
Of a journey nearly o’er, , s

Of many ties by time unbroken, 
Formed in blessed days of yore; ' '

Of kindly .words and harsh ones spoken, .
And of souls made glad -and sore;’

Yes, all those locks are but a token
Of the days to come no more.

DR. T. WILKINS,.

The To-Morrow of Dealt
...OR THE--- .

Future Life According to Science
BY LOUIS FIGUIEB.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH
BY S. R. CROCKEE. ; •

A VERY FASCINATING WORK. '
Thia fine volume might well havo been entitled 

Spiritualism Demonstrated by Science. It is written 
tn that peculiar Interesting style In which French 
writers excel when they would popularize scientific- 
subjects lu adaptation to the needs of the general 
reader. The author 1b not a Spiritualist—ho even 
mentions Spiritualism as “devotees of a now super­
stition.” etc., etc., tn which he manifests tbo usual­
animus of the “scientific class,” yet ho Bays again: 
“Thore lea true nnd respectable Idea In BpirituallBm,” 
and regards us proved "the, fact of communication 
between superhuman^ and thc Inhabitants of Earth;” 
and he goes ou to relate Instances of fact in evidence. 
There la, to a Spiritualist, a manifest discrepancy I# 
thc authora's Ideas, but the well-read mind will readily 
select and arrange tbe pros and cons, and out of the 
whole will find not only good mental culture, but 
much valuable information. Tbe author holds the 
theory of reincarnation. Price $1.50. For sola at 
this office. ’ ♦•:

■w $ THE <& ❖ ❖

World's Sixteen Saviors,
-OR- . '

CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRIST,

BY KERSEY CRAVES.

New and startling revelations In religious history 
which disclose the Oriental origin of all tho doctrines, . 
principles precepts and miracles of the Christian New 
Testament, and furnishing a key for unlocking many 
of its sacred mysteries, besides comprising tbo Hie ’ 
tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucified Gods. This won­
derful and exhaustive volume will, we arc certain, 
take high rank as a book of reference In thc field 
which tbe author has chosen for IL The amount of 
mental labor necessary to collate and compile the 
varied information contained in It must have been se­
vere ana arduous Indeed, and now that It Is In such 
convenient shape, the student of free thought will not . 
willing<y allowit to go out of print , Butrthe book Is 
by notreansa mere collation of views or statistics; 
throughout Its entire course tbe author—as will be 
seen by hie title-page and chapter-heads—follows a 
definite line of research and argument to thc close, 
and bls conclusions go, like sure arrows to the mart 
Printed on fine white paper, 380 pages. New edition^ 
revised end corrected, with portrait of author.
Price (If.50. Postage 1G coot* -F#r 8dS <rf 

this o.ffice. .

THOMAS PAINE’S ”~ 
Examination of the Prophecies,

A consideration of the pawaeea tn tho New Test*, 
ment, quoted from the Oli end ceneiRvohoelei Com 
corning Jesus Christ. Price 15 oesSiTHE TALMUD ——

Selections from tho contents of that ancient boot 
I* commentaries, teachings, poetry, and legend? 
Also brier sketches of the men who made and com* 
aented S?0® IU By H‘ PoW 859 PP. Brie*' 
OlOtiLSl-UtL

~ GOSPEL OF NATURE.”
By M. L. Sherman and Wm. F. Lyon. A took replete 

With Spiritual truths. Price 11.00. .

WHITE MAGIC ~
TsuRhi in "Tares Sevens," a book of Z>1 pages. It t* 
really a very Intereailng anil eaggestte: Wars, p^ca 
tL25- For Bale at tula office.

A VALUABLE WORK. “
Researches in Oriental History, ’ 

Embracing the Origin of thc Jews, the Rise nnd DcreN 
cpment of Zoroastrianism and the Derivation of 
Christianity; to which Is added: Whence Our AjryM 
AncestorsP By G. W. Brown, M. D. One of the mo# 
valuable works ever published. Price

“ APOLLONIUS UE TYANA.^

Chicago, Hl. VERE V. HUNT. ~

“Womans Church and State.” By Matilda Joslyn 
Gage. A royal volume, of more than common intrinsic 
value. The subject is treated with masterly ability; show­
ing what the church has and has not done for woman. ____
It is full of information on the subject, and should be Identified as the Christian Jesofc 
read by every one. Price $2, postpaid. For sale at this A wonderful communication, eXpUliiliie

-. We and teaching were utilized to formniaieGuice* • amtj, Prtc<15 cents. For wlealtMidifc- . j

V



LET US NOTE THE RESULT
^'ft. FBANCI6, Editor and Publisher.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1808,

for

fe, tince the other.
tk,

of

satisfaction with the inside schemes.

his

l?tlans.

’ftp

:n

the general mirth.

its
Its

25ct8
5 cts

(upon, then the ehurch will be iu 
glory again, and the people will be 
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God.

can never antagonize the sciences, 
pan. never believe the Bible story 
Creation, or of a universal Hood.
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Key to Nature’s Secrets and 
the Mysteries of the Ages.

AND THOU, ALSO, SAM?
The Rev. Sam Jones gives it as

i^Ttji.i.b.'':.'.. .'ip ^'ft'i wa- -.■.'.lio.^5 
PROTEST OF PHYSICIANS,

“ART MAGIC.”

^^^(iewyil Saturday at 40 Loomis Strect

Sould We Not Cease to Play for Glory at 
the Expense of the Cause.g-;:? TXHiMS OF SVB8ORTPT1OK

& Tnz Pkoorksbive Thinker will Le furnished until 
" further notice, at tbe following terms, invariably In 
fe Advance:

.8 1.00 
50 eta

THE DIFFERENCE.
Two scholars commence a search

, . Ono year ..........
Six months.......
Thirteen wceka. 

:< jingle copy.....

LOSING PUBLIC ESTEEM.

A Bountiful Harvest for 25 Cents.

\ . REMITTANCES.
L. • Remit by roslolUce Money Order, Registered Letter, 
n - 0r draft on Chicago or New York. It coets from 10 

io 15 cento to gel olieckB cashed ou local banks, so don’t 
. Send themuuleai you wish that amount deducted from 

fe the amount sent. Direct all letters to J. R. Francis, 
* »o. 40Loom!# Street. Chicago, Ill. -

^LUBS! IMPORTANT SUGGESTION!

TAKE NOTICE!

swse^waq^s^^

It

jjProgessliB Thiito.
I^P^Iw^y^^

Ab there are thousands who will at first venture 
Only twenty-live cento for The Progressive Tihnkeb 

’thirteen weeks, we would suggest to those who receive 
•simple copy, to solicit several others to unite with 
ihehkand thus be able to remit from •» to 110, or even 
wore than the latter sum A large number of little 
amounts will make a largo sum total, and thus extend 
the field of our labor ana usefulness. Tho same sug­
gestion will apply In ail cases ot renewal of subscrip­
tions—solicit others to aid lu the good work. You will 
Experience no difficulty whatever in inducing Spirltu- 
siltite to subscribe for The Progressive Thinker. 
for not oue of them can afford to be without the valua­
ble information Imparted therein each week, and at 
the price of only about two cents per week

Do you want a more bountiful harvest than we cau 
gve you for 25 cents? Just pause and think for a mo­

unt what au Intellectual feast that small investment 
Will furnish you. Tho subscription price of The Pho- 
ORESSivE Tn ink ek thirteen weeks IB only twenty-five 
cents! For that amount you obtain oue hundred and 
four pages of solid, substantial, soul-elevating and 
mind-refreshing reading matter, equivalent to a medl« 
um-tUed boukl

gy At expiration of subscription, if not renewed, 
the paper is discontinued NoWs will be sent for ex­
tra numbers.
fir If you do not receive yonr paper promptly, 

write to ub, und errors in address will be promptly 
corrected, and missing numbers supplied gratia.
fy Whenever you desire the address of your paper 

Changed, always give tbe address of tbe place to which 
Uis then sent or the chance cannot be made.

., ALWAYS IN THE LEAD.
It must be plainly discerned by all the 

Spiritualists of tbe land, and even of 
other lands, that The ■ Progressive 
Thinker never does anything by halves. 
•In order to give a full report of the Ju- 
fillee and as many of the addresses as 
might be handed in, we used two issues 
Of the paper, to the exclusion of much 
Other matter of importance.

Although holding tlie serious objec­
tion, previous to the call for a Jubilee, 
Of having the N. S. A. or any of its ofli- 
pers or any one else engrossed lu an un­
dertaking so inauspicious and so prom­
islug of failure, after the call our pages 
Were thrown wide open to its advertise­
ments of every description, and we 
made a donation besides in cash, to 
(help the sanguine leaders to make it a 

fe' rtsuccess. But all our work and all the 
Ifefe iWork ot others combined could not 
&■?' more than make It au Intellectual feast 

and a financial failure.
•iw We have published all that has been 
jfe Shut us spontaneously and all from the 
fehpen of our special correspondent. We 
fe:. have done more than all other papers 
fe combined and are willlug to stand the 
fe curse and the praise aud let oue bal-

The Jubilee is now a thing of history 
ns an occurrence iu the life and move­
ment of Spiritualism, it is now duly 
(recorded as having passed the half- 
(Cenhiry mark. What will be Its prog­
ress in the next fifty years?

IGNORANCE AGAINST EDUCATION
To retain the old-time faith of the 

Churches it is very evident a retrograde 
povement must be made lu regard to 
Education. Au educated ministry cau 
iiever preach the religion of hate. It

£

Two score of medical practitioners, 
who believe state supervision of their 
profession is too severe,’met a few 
evenings ago at the Great Northern Ho­
tel, this city, to effect preliminary ar­
rangements for the organization of a 1 
local branch of tlie National Liberty 
League. The primary claim of those 
present was that the public should be 
privileged to choose who shall minister 
to its ailments, regardless of license. 
Tbe objects of the association, when 
formed, will bo to prevent legislation 
which, iu the minds of the members, is 
derogatory to their interests aud to se­
cure the enactment of laws which will 
protect unlicensed healers. Charles M. 
Hovey, secretary of the national organ­
ization, acted as chairman of tho meet­
ing, and there were addresses by Dr. J. 
H. Randall, Dr. G. B. Charles and Dr. J. 
N. Gregory. Another meeting is about 
to be held, at which officers will Ire 
elected. Thus reports a city exchange.

Is it not time a revolt should be made 
against tbe tyranny of legislation in the 
Interest of the medical profession, 
though falsely claimed to be in the in­
terest of tlie people?

They who lived seventy years ago 
knew of but one school of medical prac­
tice in America. Blood-letting, blisters, 
emetics, cathartics and leeches were the 
principal remedial agents employed. 
Calomel was an indispensable iu the 
medicine case, and was called into ser­
vice on all occasions. A few old-school 
practitioners noted the ill effects of this 
pernicious treatment,, which had has­
tened if not destroyed the life of Wash­
ington, aud organized a school of their 
own where remedial herbs took the 
place of mineral destructives. This 
system gradually grew In popular fa­
vor; the old school modified its practice; 
the homeopathists sprang into belug 
with their minute doses, and though 
warring for years all schools seem to 
have united to crush out medical re­
forms, unless inside of one of the legal­
ized systems. They act as power al­
ways does, whether iu church or social­
ly, to crush all opposition.

If perfection has been attained by 
either of the three schools of medicine; 
if there is uo possibility of further 
progress, or if practitioners are so wise 
there is nothing more to learn, then it 
may be proper to restrain, by act of 
law, further attempts to enlarge med­
ical knowledge. But somehow there is 
a feeling that the ultima tbule of hu­
man progress In medical lore has not 
been reached. If so then a great wrong 
is belug done by legal enactments, 
which, to au outsider, looks as If, In­
stead of discouraging quackery, it is an 
effort to encourage It.
"The Progressive Thinker, in tlie inter­

est of true science, welcomes this new 
movement, aud sees in it a germ which 
in its full development may accomplish 
a vast good.

pant’t believe the Red Sea was ever dl- 
Sflded, so as lo allow a straggling baud 
Of fugitives passing through ou dry 
land. Neither will they believe the sun 
jvas retarded in its action at the caprice 
qf any man; or tliat the dial of time 
.was turned back by omnipotence that 
ft band of mountain robbers could have 
a longer day hi which to slaughter their 
enemies. Neither will they credit vir­
gins with motherhood, even to give 
birth to a God.

And educated laymen can never wel­
come the doctrine of endless damnation, 
or purgatorial fires, nor the ransom of 
pinners by the death of a God.
' All tho horrors of the creeds were de­
vices to hold the ignorant lu restraint 
ip the will of tut priest, who professed 
to voice Divinity. Abolish the whole 
flystem of education; relegate the 
clefgy t° the Middle Ages, when very 
few of them could read or write; make 
the Ignorant herd tools of tho educated 
lew, who profess to have au Inspired 
avorq of God in their keeping, but It Is 
too sacred for ordinary mortals to look

fe i. A NEEDED REFORM.
fe'YA very earnest movement has been 
tfeseton foot to arrest the destruction of 
fe-Cur native birds. It has been found 
fe' that they are decreasing at n rapid rate, 
: nnd insects are multiplying lu a like 
fe ratio. Continued for a series of years, 
fe and .our natural songsters wlU give 
f: place to the pests, which, living, they 
fe destroyed.
^fe.Astbe destruction of the forests have 
fe dried up the springs, causing the se- 
- Tere floods, making waste our bottom 
fe lands, so the farmer and the hortlcul- 
fe furist has cause for great alarm, as he 

Sees his co-Iaborers in the destruction 
of the enemies of his fields slaughtered. 
Bills are now pending tn both branches 
of Congress proposing to remedy this

... great evil. Every reader of The Pro- 
•fe gressive Thinker will gladly lend a 
fe hand iu aid of this movement.

THE JUBILEE OVER WITH, ^

Spiritualism has much to contend with that scents 
needless, and it is not all along the Une of tlie phenomena 
either. To be afflicted with slander on the outside aild 
scandal on the inside is indeed a very serious condition for 
auy kind of an organization, but to this dual affliction 
add the button-holer, the wily wire-puller, and we have 
a complicated case on our hands.

The rapid advance of Spiritualism has come from the 
coveted truth that lies beneath it, and the almost innum­
erable methods of investigation accompanying it.

Looking back into the remote past through all histories 
available, Spiritualism is summed up as the oldest and

MOST DEEP-DELVING AND FAR-REACHING 
cult that'ever puzzled the brain of man or touched the 
consciousness of spirits.' '

Mentioned as the Lord, the angel, the God, the mean­
ing is ever the same—“Spirit”—whether it be the em­
bodied ego or the disembodied personality, it is ever the 
spirit of man. ■ . . . '

Prophets and statesmen, and even kings have held to 
the philosophy of spirit return and in their divergencies 
and their egotism, in their pent up ambition to rule the 
ignorant, priest-ridden masses of their day, brought on 
religious wars, carrying millions upon millions, frenzied 
to a fiendish thirst for blood and vengeance, into the bat­
tles of the most savage nature, to fight and perish for the 
mere interpretation of a religion, for the vindication of 
that which was given them for truth.

There are still a few descendants of those wily old pa-, 
triarchs.roaming about the earth, and some have invaded' 
the sacred possessions of Spiritualism,-but the masses are 
not so ignorant or priestridden, except in certain sections 
of the world, as they once were; in fact the masses are be­
coming so grandly enlightened that they have little recog­
nition for self-constituted intellectual giants who would 
herd them as cattle. In ninety-nine cases in a hundred 
those ’

the origin of Christianity. Oue discov­
ers its beginning was a myth. He tells 
the people so, aud produces a loug list 
of facts aud quotes authorities, in sup­
port of his position. He shows tliat ev­
ery step of Christian progress rests ou 
fraud. lie details those frauds, and 
shows they were of priestly origin. He 
was an honest man, reputed as such 
by every one before he made his dis­
coveries. Perchance he occupied a 
Christian pulpit, aud stood at the head 
of his profession as a scholar, a teacher 
and a moralist. But for uo wrong but 
telling the truth lie Is branded a skep­
tic. If he does not voluntarily leave 
the church he Is pronounced au Infldel, 
and,- probably, a tissue of falsehoods 
are Invented lo tarnish bls reputation 
aud destroy liis influence. Ue strug­
gles with adversity; the clergy aud 
their claekers combine against him, aud 
he sinks into obscurity, robbed of his 
character, perhaps branded au Atheist 
—the foulest whelp of the church.

Another occupant of a pulpit discov­
ers the same lack of evidence as did 
bls heretical brother. He avoids giving 
publicity to the truth, but gathers up 
what he knows is forged evidence and 
thrusts those forgeries lu the face of 
the credulous as revelations from heav­
en. He forges Interviews between 
Jesus and Pilate; he manufactures a 
Moabite stone, and destroys it that his 
fraud may not be detected; he pro­
duces letters which lie alleges were 
written by Jesus, aud a handkerchief 
ou which he represents that myth im­
printed the picture of his face; he ex­
hibits pieces of wood which he says arc 
parts of the original cross; he shows the 
coat of a God. ah, a shirt, too, and the 
bones of his grandmother's wrist; he 
makes books and fills those forged 
books with interpolations as his needs 
demand, iu aid of the general fraud. 
To detail all his crimes would fill vol­
umes; but he Is welcomed as oue of the 
staunchest defenders of the faith; he is 
elected to occupy its highest places; his 
purse is always filled with the generotts 
contributions of the wealthy; nnd when 
he dies lying epitaphs adorn a costly 
monument erected to his memory, and 
a nation mourns his loss as a bene-

PAGAN EASTER.
.Five thousand pious and go.dly Chris- 

fe flans,’labeled Roman Catholics, attend­
ed a lion aud bull flght on the late 
Easter Sunday iu the city of Mexico. 
Sviiy not? The bull fights, the cock 

^Lights, and the animal contests of every 
fe Variety are inheritances of the gladi- 
fehtorial sports of the ancient Romans, 
x V The goddess Eastre was a personifica- 
y tion of the opening year, the beginning 
£ of spring. It was a period of joy, in 

which all Nature sympathized. The
SPersians celebrated the day as did the 
g ftomaiis. It remained for Christians to 
fearing the day Into disrepute by farcical 

^Exhibitions, in which the clergy joined, 
'feri'cltlng from the pulpit storks and leg­

ends, with a view to excite laughter, 
f^t was a day of boisterous joy with tbo 

nnaus, which grew into license with 
irktlans. Protestants have attempt- 
td reform the use of the oar, but in 
Catholic countries, It Js the same 

^Sunday of joy” which their Pagan an- 
fifetora enjoyed, When tho slaves re- 

red temporary freedom, and engaged

Says tbe Congregationalist: “The min­
istry as a divine calling in recent years 
has been declining iu public esteem.”

As the people become educated they 
know the claim of the clergy to inspira­
tion from heaven Is a sham, a delusion, 
a fraud, aud when they find the morals, 
of those holy cheats fall below the aver­
age of those in other learned profes­
sions, almost on a level with the crimi­
nal class in wickedness as regards tbe 
social relations, a large majority 
preaching what they do not believe, 6f 
course little “esteem” is felt for them.

Let the preachers become honest, and 
truthful, if possible; cease to tel} about 
God's will and plans, and his require­
ments; teach only what they know, and 
instead of sinking their manhood and 
native Independence in a creed formu­
lated by ignoramuses hundreds of years 
ago, let them declare tbe truths of sci­
ence, then they may regain self-respect 
and the approbation of those they 
would serve. Till then they will, and 
Justly, sink lower and lower in public 
esteem.

WHO SEEK TO RULE 
any cause are but the victims of bigotry, of egotism, and a 
selfish ambition. The man who just fits the place seems 
born to fit and will arise out of the midst of discontent­
ment, out of the nervous desire that prevails among peo­
ple where necessity is making a demand for its own eter­
nal fitness.

This will be the case in regard to the proper leaders for 
the successful upliftment of Spiritualism from its condi­
tion of divergence, inharmony and financial incompe­
tency. The right leaders are among us, but are yet be- 
lind the scene, while upon the stage are a host of actors,' 

stare in oratory and profoundness. '“ ’
Oratory, science and even poetry are often the means 

for the accumulation of a fortune, but it does not follow 
that the most accomplished orator, profound scientist, or 
sweetly poetic person is an organizer, a financier, or pos­
sesses any executive ability. Again, one may be a fault- 
ess parliamentarian and lack the very trait necessary to 
told the forces to be thus controlled in working order.

THIS IS NO WORLD OF CHANCE ^ . 
or a human world, to be owned and controlled by mqn, 
but a universe controlled by fixed principles that know no 
failure of purpose nor equivocation for the interest pf 
man more than for the beautiful flowers and the rippling 
rill, the busy bee and the crawling worm. Each is born 
to fit a niche, aud each niche has been drilled by the silefit 
power of nature, soul, if you please, that is the same in all 
things, animate or inanimate, for the coming being and 
is ready when that being arrives. This power seems to be 
the executor of intelligence or of ideas, systematic, math­
ematic and at once demonstrable.

As believers in Spiritualism we are taught tliat in for­
mulating our plans for the highest advancement of man 
we are ably assisted, if not controlled by wiser spirits out 
of the body. But these wiser spirits

ARE NOT YET PERFECT, 
and often differ as widely upon the proposition as to just 
what advancement means and what the correct mode of 
operation, as do those whom they purport to control or 
who seek their advice.

Again, according to the philosophy, as spirits pass from 
tbe body to the realm of spirit, they are born into a higher 
state of existence, taking with them their education, born 
of earthly experiences, which differs as much as do all 
their personalities and experiences, and that by the time 
they have been unfolded into the wisdom of the higher 
life they have in a great measure, if not entirely, been 
born out of all care or concern for the insignificant ma­
nipulations of man’s material interests or his modes of ex­
ecuting the plans of his own mind.

Nevertheless, spirits who were once interested upon 
earth in the cause of Spiritualism, and who have more re­
cently joined their spirit guides in the work from that 
side will, no doubt, for a Time give us the advantage of 
their clearer perception'of the best and most efficient 
methods for bringing about the best general results,, re­
gardless of all personal ambition and selfish motives of 
mortals who imagine they are born and built to fit that 
niche.

We have had leaders who were efficient, and Spiritual­
ism has grown. We have had misleaders and Spiritual­
ism as an organization has failed, only to again be raisec 
from the ground floor into prominence’by efficient men 
and women. Its strength to rise again has shown plainly' 
to the world ' ’

THAT TRUTH.IS ITS BASIS, 
and the world is rapidly making its own new discoveries 
along this fine and utilizing those discoveries.

Had we not been burdened with any destructive envi­
ronments there is no estimating exactly what our growth 
might have been, and the fact that we have had them and 
still have them to withhold our more rapid progress is too 
well known to need comment here, but that they are no 
all at the bottom, or base, in the phenomena, is plainli 
evident to all who have eyes. , ,

We have no fault to find with the personnel of the pres1 
ent management of fee N. S. A., nor do we make any per 
scnal reflections upoh their work as officers, although 
there is an occasional flying rumor from prominen 
sources as to the inside inhahnony and wire-pulling to 
“oust” some and “boost” others and as to the outside dis^

Wedo not know that any one now in office sought the 
same, but ' fe 'fefe fe' " '
' THEY. HAVE WORKED HARD if r 
and have simply kept up the organization. This is more 
than has ever before been accomplished by the Spiritual­
ists of this country, ana aside from a ' small resolution 
adopted by the first convention, it has been accomplished 
without auy special “creed" or “declaration of princi­
ples.” They have had their by-laws and constitution, 
and a brainy, energetic, sincere baud of officers and ambi­
tious agents, building up auxiliary societies throughout 
the land, but they have about exhausted their

' INFLUENCE IN THIS WORK 
and should rest. There are others, and still others who 
have done but little and are capable of much were they 
placed where they had to work. This comes not from 
a spirit of envy or personal ambition for any position 
whatsoever; in fact none would be accepted under any 
circumstances, but it is sensed as the best thing to do.

The Jubilee, for the purpose of pausing from our 
strides of rapid advancement we read so much about, of 
telling to tho world that Modern Spiritualism has reached 
the half century mark, was an undeniable success, but the 
same money laid out in other ways would have . given 
to the world more benefit and the cause a more substan­
tial standing among the important institutions of to-day 
ind among substantial people. Besides there had been 
ocal jubilees held all over the country but a short time 
previous.

Spiritualism, through a superstitious prejudice long 
drawn out, and from a reluctaiiee in keeping the best and 
most perfect sanitary condition within its possessions, has 
ticked prestige, has lacked that quality of business tact 
;o inspire confidence in its power to fulfill the require­
ments that would naturally accrue to an institution that 
set forth such broad claims, Here the N. S. A. has filled 
i niche, but there are other niches farther up. In a 
business way, or rather, in the material transactions that 
ihould put it on a good -financial foundation, the cause 
las been -

DRAGGING ALONG IN THE REAR, 
as an organization, Jmt its truth has permeated all the 
religious denominations on earth, and inspired science 
with ideas heretofore a perfect blank, a stopping place. 
On, on the force of spirit goes, manifesting here, demon­
strating there, and saying to those who hold to their souls 
the cause most sacredly clasped, “I appeal to all the world! 
You hold no mortgage on the spirit; that is general and 
common property!”

Our ideas cannot be too broad and unselfish; neither 
should we impose upon the health or generosity of those 
who would step down and out of the harness. There 
must be others in the ranks as competent, who can step in 
fresh and vigorous, and move the car of progress another 
length ahead. If there are none capable and willing, 
then let it stand that these are the rightful officers and 
owners of the institution.

We do not believe in too long a
CONTINUATION IN OFFICE .

any more than we believe in the potency of fee royal fam­
ily and its ownership of the crown for the masses, and 
know that an occasional change is for the best in all or­
ganizations, political, religious or secret. Too long a 

1 term is not compatible with our republican form of gov- 
'ernment, or to the best interests of Spiritualism.

The report from our special correspondent at the 
Jubilee indicates that the affair was financially a most 
disastrous failure. To say that the National Association 
'made a serious mistake in inaugurating it, is putting it 
mildly. The whole project was carried on to its final 
failure through its instrumentality, and it must alone 
shoulder the consequences. It was inaugurated when the 
great body of Spiritualists was under an exceedingly se­
vere financial strain in order to sustain the National 
Association and local societies, and it seems as if its pro­
moters had lost their heads or common business judg­
ment in increasing that strain to a high tension, when 
really no especially practical or wise ends could be sub­
served. Jubilees had already, been held only a few weeks 
previous by local and State societies, and they were con­
ducted in a most successful, painstaking and enthusiastic 
manner. We allude to the anniversary exercises wliich 
occur each year, and which have become a component 
part of Spiritualism.

The National Association, seemingly inflated with too 
much confidence as to its influence, at once

ORDERED ANOTHER JUBILEE .
to supplement those already held, indicating that it might 
have a slight touch of “cranial enlargement,” which noth­
ing bqt experience could suppress or cure. It has had 
the experience, and now It fnust swallow the results, how­
ever unpalatable they may be.

There is no use in disguising the palpable fact, that 
this failure has already so weakened the status of the 
present National Association, that a change in its per­
sonnel in some respects is being demanded on the part of 
many prominent Spiritualists. They say they will not 
calmly consent to remain under a management which in­
augurated suoh a failure as the Jubilee proved to be. It 
was a dismal failure as to numbers, and how could it be 
otherwise, when each one who wept there, even from 
near-by States, had to incur an expense of $50 or $100 
each.

There are several Reasons why this failure is felt keenly. 
It pqorly -becomes Spiritualists to Inaugurate such an ex­
pensive project a? this Jubilee proved to be, while there 
is not an endowed home for destitute and worn-out me­
diums in this, broad land; and while there is so little to 
exhibit to the outside world of philanthropic work in 

_ behalf of the poor and downtrodden.
' The National Association had conducted with excellent 

results to Spiritualism large mass meetings in several 
large cities, and under the impetus probably that they 
imparted, it wanted to crown this noble work with a 
grand Jubilee, and thus more securely establish itself in 
the hearts of Spiritualists. It simply overestimated its 
influence and capacity, and the financial capacity of Spir­
itualists, and in a measure has destroyed its influence for 

i good. . .
, j It is all right to use every possible means at hand for 
it he
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opinion that every preacher who .falls 
from grace—that- is, rejects the holy 
trinity and an endless hell—should be 
hanged. .

That Is a marked improvement on the 
Rev. Sap’s former teaching. A few 
years Ago be itould have said “He 
ought t6 be damped.” This shows that 
the corned? pfdACuej Is preparing to 
join Ute great tirocession of advanced 
thought.

For five years JL D, Barrett has been the energetic ex­
ecutive head of this institution and has put forth about 
all his strength and iqeans to make a success of the N. St 
A., and by The organization of auxiliaries all over th 
country as feeders, and by accepting donations and pleac 
ing for funds, has kept the institution alive, aided b 
other similar workers.

.But the Association is not upon-as good and firm a 
financial basis as it should be., “For tliis condition the 
Spiritualists are themselves to blame, for not taking holt 
of the matter,” we are told; wliich of itself is evidence 
that there is either no necessity for such an organization 

or that the right management lias not yet been secured to 
bring about tqe success that is desired, is as plainly evi­
dent as That T?vo and two are four. No more is it the 
fault of the president t^an of the other officers, all o: 
whom have bden infering in their efforts to place the or­
ganization upon a Solid foundation; but the fact is before 
us that a change would be in order at the next annual 
meeting. These officers must be tired of their wearying, 
worrisome, thankless positions, an$ it is no wonder. 
Most of them have beeh.in the harness for several years.

■■ EXTENSION AND ELEVATION
of the cause into the higher walks of life as well as the 
Ibwer, but it is not right to go beyond our means. No 
fine with any conception of the financial condition of 
Spiritualists should have sprung such an elephant upon 
them as the Jubilee proved to be.
fe The Progressive Thinker did all to make a success of 
the Jubilee that could be^xpected of a paper that could 
not sanction such an undertaking, that could not see the 
prudence in such an act, while there is almost a superhu­
man effort being put forth to support the N. S. A.
•felt is usually easy enough to ascertain what assurance 
can be had from the people that there is a demand for a 
general display or exposition of the advancement made in 
any department of life, and any financial necessity can 
better and easier be obtained witli a grand, good time, a 
big thing for the cause while that “big thing’’ is in pros­
pect than after the affair is over with. It is unnatural for 
people to be very anxious to pay for a “dead horse” they 
had no interest in and. didn’t need, dead or alive.

We are truly sorry that such a clumsy failure lias been 
made, and presume we shall be criticized by many for this 
criticism, but had we spoken as Ve felt previous to the 
Jubilee we wquld have been accused of working, against 
the cause, with no proof to the contrary. Private patties 
have had to be responsible for the deficit. This is wrong; 
it is a bad precedent; it is an imposition upon the gener­
osity of an able, willing person, but it is an object lesson 
that the projectors and movers had to nave, even al the 
expense of the whole cause of Spiritualism,

Were it possible to focalize all the wis­
dom of all the sages of all the ages Into 
one volume, together with all the reve­
lations in the vast fields of psychic or 
occult science of to-day, we might say 
that task has been accomplished by the 
mysterious author of “Art Magic," and 
the able editor of Ills work, Emma Har­
dinge Britten, Although it is by tlie 
same author as “Ghost Land,” It lias no 
resemblance in character to that book, 
save in its high literary style. In 
“Ghost Land,” the author gives Ills al­
most superhuman experience, when a 
boy, as a somnambule for tbe material­
istic European occult secret societies, lu 
which his maguetlzers caused ills soul 
to leave the body and visit all parts of 
the world, communicating with oilier 
similar societies, etc., and later, after 
the death of bis strange master, he con­
tinued his investigations of psychic sci­
ence and philosophy independently, in 
all parts of Europe and Asia.

In “Art Magic” the author has dis­
carded many of the fantastic dreams of 
his youth, which pervade “Ghost 
Land,” his earlier work, aud has firmly 
placed his foot upon the rock of psy­
chic science, after having studied deeply 
tbe works of all the great mystics of 
the past, and having investigated thor­
oughly the revelations of Modern Spir­
itualism, as well, in all parts of Europe, 
Asia and America.

I have read the 72 chapters on “Nat­
ural Magic." by Henry Cornelius 
Agrippa, “The Master Mystic of tlie 
16th Century,” and ninny other occult 
works, but I find in “Art Magic” the 
kernel of them all, with the shucks 
missing, while vast funds of knowledge 
are added. Copies of the first edition 
have sold at as high as $25 each, and 
then the supply was not equal to the de­
mand. And no wonder, for it is worth 
its weight in gold to the true ethical 
aud spiritual student.

Tho author Is not dogmatic, but lays 
before his readers the result of his life­
long researches, In which he has 
wrested many secrets from tbe bosom 
of nature by experiences through which 
none could have passed but for angel 
ministry and guidance, and leaves it to 
the reader to accept or reject any of liis 
teachings that do uot appeal to the In­
dividual reason. To illustrate how he 
would have his book read, ,he quotes 
from Agrippa's fourth book of “Occult 
Philosophy,” as follows:

“There be four sorts of readers— 
sponges, which extract all, without dis­
tinguishing; hour-glasses, which re­
ceive and pour out as fast; bags, wliich 
retain only the dregs of spices, and let 
the wine escape; and sieves, which re­
tain tlie best only. Some there are of 
the last sort, and to them I present this 
Occult Philosophy, knowing that they 
shall reap good thereby.”

While there will be many who cannot 
accept all in this rare book as trulli, yet 
It contains a vast fund of historical, 
spiritual, philosophical aud occult 
teaching which will prove of priceless 
value to all.

It was my intention at first to write 
a general review of “Art Magic,” for 
The Progressive 'Imnker, but wlieu I 
discovered that every page scintillated 
with the most brilliant gems of new 
thought—bright stars in the firmament 
of infinite wisdom—I concluded that tbe 
book was not reviewable, unless in a 
volume at least half the size of itself. 
Therefore, I must be content to give a 
few examples from Its pages selected at 
random. In the Introductory chapter 
occurs the following illustration of the 
author's method of reasoning:

“Oh, how long! how wistfully, and 
yet in what agonizing yearning for 
light—light upon the mystery of self­
knowledge, light upon the problems of 
who am 1? what am I? whose am I? 
whence do I come? and whither am I 
bound?—has the I Am of mortal exist­
ence waited? Can the answer ever be 
rendered? If so, it must come from tbe 
realm of true knowledge, the esoteric 
innermost from whence and to which 
the exoteric is but a temporary pilgrim. 
Those who have stood face to face with 
this esoteric sunbeam, who have beheld 
it vanishing behind the clouds of matter 
for tbe span of a mortal term of exist­
ence, but emerging again into the clear 
noonday radiance of a day which 
knows no night, a firmament whose un­
bounded vistas enshroud no mysteries, 
a realm of being limited only by the ca­
pacity of finite perception—such an one 
surely has the right to say, I know, and 
such au one writes and alleges be will 
reveal.the order of Divine wisdom as 
manifest In human, existence, and de­
clared by the souls who have lived and 
struggled behind the veil, broken their 
way by tbe sword of death through its 
misty envelopment, and finally at­
tained to that breadth of vision where 
cause and effect cohere like pearls on 
the unbroken thread of destiny, where 
past and future Ue outstretched in the 
boundless panoramas of a never-begin­
ning, never-ending present.

“Any attempt to elucidate the prob­
lems of being, conducted In one direc­
tion, and by one method alone, must 
fail.. ...When every method has been 
exhausted, and alt avenues to the way 
of light have bees carefully traversed.

challenge the bigoted adherents of a 
single school, or u solitary method, and 
say. "I have entered upon a grander 
vista of trulli than you—follow me!" 
Emerging from tbe many branching av­
enues of knowledge which the study of 
spirit and matter, fact and theory, intu­
ition and phenomena afford, let us lay 
out the scheme of tin- Universe, aud 
then proceed from its underlying prill- 
ciples to such results as their action 
have given shape und organic life to."

In chapter two. tlie author speaks 
wisely concerning theology as a factor 
or iiou-faetor in considering tlie deep 
problem under discussion when he 
says: "We cau accept not king, learn 
nothing, hope for nothing, from modern 
theology; for it teaches no philosophy, 
owns allegiance to uo science, and Is 
amenable to no requlrenieiits of reason 
or justice."

All that is needed is a concordance to 
make "Art Magic” the Bible of Spirit­
ualism—not as au ultimate authority, 
but as a key to help Is to interpret the 
mysteries of life here nnd hereafter; or 
rather, as a key to the Interpretation of 
"nature’s divine revelations." “Ghost 
Land" was but a forerunner of this 
marvelous work, which is uot, like Its 
forerunner, to be read and laid aside, 
but every chapter should be studied un­
til we ean read between the Unes till 
the vast ocean of wisdom which the au­
thor seems to have possessed.

He who has mastered the lessons ot 
this book, aud wlio has in addition the 
weekly illustrations aud object lessons 
of Its teachings iu The Progressive 
Thinker, cannot be less than a mental 
giant among men, for he will have at­
tained as near to the gales of infinite 
wisdom as Is possible for mortals at the 
present time, Wliat tin* near future 
may reveal, we know uot.

Notwithstanding the almost priceless 
value of “Art Magic" and “Ghost 
Lund," the two are offered in con­
nection with a year's subscription to 
The Progress.ve Thinker—a triple com­
bination—all for the ridiculously low 
figure of $1.70. Tliey are worth at least 
$100 lu gold to any thinking man or wo­
man. This combination should be 
placed in every home where the Anglo- 
Saxon language is read, and every Spir­
itualist should appoint himself a com­
mittee of one to aid iu doing It. (When 
I say "himself," 1 also mean herself, all 
mankind, of whatever sex, but use the 
masculine pronoun for brevity, accord­
ing to custom). Were tiiese suggestions 
followed out, then would we behold the 
dawn of the new day of which sages 
nnd poets have sung, when the mists of 
ignorance shall arise from the world, 
the morning of wisdom shall dawn and 
Reason alone shall rule (he world ns 
king of kings and lord of lords, for 
where Reason reigns, there will Justice, 
Truth and Right abide.

ERNEST S. GREEN.

Off to London, England.
The delegates to the International 

Congress of Spiritualists, to be held in 
June, sailed on the steamer Kensington 
from New York. June 8. The party 
consisted of Mrs. Richmond (vice-presi­
dent of the N. S. A.). Mr. Richmond. Dr. 
J. M. Peebles. Mrs. Jennie II. Jackson 
and Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader. vice-presi­
dent of the First Association of Spirit­
ualists of Philadelphia, the oldest asso­
ciation of Spiritualists lu the world. At 
the late Jubilee at Rochester, it was rec­
ommended that the Philadelphia Socie­
ty send Mrs. Cadwallader as a delegate 
to the International Spiritual Congress, 
to represent this pioneer association, 
over half a century old. The question 
was put to vote aud unanimously car­
ried. Mrs. Cadwallader go<>s also as a 
delegate for the Voting People’s Spirit­
ualist Union, organized at the late 
Rochester Jubilee, thus representing 
the oldest as well as the youngest asso­
ciation of Spiritualists in tlie United 
States. Mr. J. J. Morse, the delegate 
from England to the Rochester Jubilee, 
was tbe escort of the party.

CORRESPONDENT.

Description of the Book.
"Art Magic” contains nearly 400 large 

pages. It Is neatly printed on first-class 
quality of paper, and bound in cloth in 
exquisite style; iu fact but very few 
books to-day are so neatly and sub­
stantially gotten up. and yet It is to be 
sent forth practically as a gift. It will 
be an ornament to auy center table, and 
Its contents will be perused with avid­
ity by all reflective minds, however 
much they may dissent from some of 
tbe opinions presented.

ART MAGIC and The 
Progressive Thinker 
One Year, $1.20.

ART MAGIC, Ghost Land 
-and The Progressive 
Thinker One Year, 
$1.70.



INDEPENDENT SLATE AND LETTER WRITING
’ The Laws and Logic of This True Philosophy Clearly 

Explained.

1 The following lecture ou “Indepen- 
flent Slate aud Letter Writlug” was re­
ceived lu a well-lighted room, at a pub­
lic seance, which consisted of fourteen 
persons, at Mr. Bozart’s home in Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, through tbe mediumship of 
Mrs. M. Bucbauau, of Marshalltown, 
Iowa, May 22, 1898, and was addressed 
to Mr. C. O. Buren (oue of the circle, 
who is president of tlie First Spiritual ■ 
Society of Waterloo, Iowa), by the 
spirit who wrote it.

The writing came upou paper, which 
previous to the seance hud beeu hidden 
In another room, but which was de­
materialized by the spirits, aud brought 
to the room hi which the seauce was 
held, and there materialized under the 
table and between the slates (whicu 
were held under the table iu tbe me­
dium’s liands), by the spirits who 
wished to commuuicate to their earthly 
friends.

This Independent writing is placed 
upon the paper with such lightning­
like rapidity tliat oue hundred and 
twenty closely written pages have been 
written within eight minutes of time.

This lecture is only oue of the many 
loug communications received by mem­
bers of the circle at the seance above 
mentioned, and several skeptics re­
ceived most convincing messages and 
tests on paper and also ou slates, as 
Mrs. Buchanan also possesses tbe me­
diumship of slate-writing. ...

Mr. and Mrs, M. Buchanan are doing 
1 noble work for the cause of Spiritual­
ism in this State, aud the Spiritualists 
of Iowa are proud of them and tlior- 
jughly appreciate tbe good work these 
true mediums are doing for the ad­
vancement of the convincing truths of 
Spiritualism. •

F. M. SCHNARRENBERGER.

INDEPENDENT SLATE AND LET­
TER WRITING.

Dear Friends ;-The occult phenom­
ena of Independent slate and letter 
writing is a fact so well established as 
to defy contradiction. Where then is its 
logic? What does it prove? Well, I 
will tell you this:

First, that there is n force outside of 
this pencil, and human contact, that 
moves it.

Second, that tbe force has human in­
telligence.

Third, that it has memory of tbe past 
events, nnd that it has the meutal char­
acteristics of persons that have passed 
away. •

Now, this can be produced in day­
light when good conditions prevail. 
There is no opportunity for deception, 
or the work of magic, aud you know, 
dear friends, that there is no magician 
living, and that no oue ever did live, 
who could or can make an inanimate 
fragment-of stoue perform un intelli­
gent act

What, then, causes this well-known 
phenomena? Seleucc lias beeu unable

* to explain it. Well, I can tell you all 
here that there is a spirit world, aud 
these evidences are true.

The soul does live after death, pre­
serving all of- its knowledge of earth 
life, retaining all Its love, friendships 
and memories of tlie past. Then is 
the explanation, simple and easy, for 
who can dare say from auy knowledge 
possessed by theologians or savants 
that the spirit, that does yet live, why 
not return?

Spirit life does exist, and it can be 
satisfactorily proven, that is, by evi­
dence of its actual existence, and this 
cannot be doue by faith aud hope alone. 
Neither can it be accomplished by

250 YEARS OF INERTIA.

force. What it is or by what certain 
fixed laws it is governed, is yet a 
mystery. '

It is easy for juggler? and showmen 
to perform feeble imitations of its won­
ders, but it is Impossible for them, to 
produce its actual results. No magician 
ever lived who could by his art alone, 
write an Intelligent sentence ou the 
surface of two slates, or ou paper, as 
we are doing here to-night. He might 
as well try to raise the dead, or compel 
the winds and the sea to obey him.

Immutable laws govern the realm of 
miud as well as matter, aud those laws 
never falsify to man. You may not 
understand them, it is true, and for this 
reason sage aud savant may formulate 
erroneous theories that apparently fit 
the universe, and yet it is soon dis­
covered that they have clipped the 
universe to fit their theories.

The most learned anatomist never 
sees anything but matter at the end of 
his scalpel, nor the chemist anything 
but matter In his crucible, alembic or 
retort, and therefore their theories are 
as circumscribed as their means of 
knowledge.

The elements of the realm of miud do 
not exist alone in the physical organiza­
tions, or material forms, but outside of 
them, while matter is their obedient 
servant, and moves and acts in accord­
ance with their irresistible demands.

No scientist has ever yet discovered 
the faintest evidence of mind, or In­
telligence, existing in matter because of 
its combination, while the whole uni­
verse is a demonstration of the opera­
tion of an Infinite Mind that designs, 
guides and controls it. ; ; .
' If.matter is purposeless It is mind 
alone that has a purpose and directs 
matter to perform it. The fixed, un­
alterable laws settling the same effect 
on the same cause. Could auy but a 
knowing, prudent being cause such 
motions and assign such laws?

Science has demonstrated that all 
phenomena are governed by Immutable 
law, that everything that happens is 
but a link in the great chain of cause 
aud effect, aud that while in the Infinite 
Mind of the universe there cau be no 
succession of events, all past, present 
and future being eternal, now yet with 
finite beings there must be a series of 
incidents, all the events of antecedent 
causes, and the study of these forms, 
the scientific theories of the various 
schools of philosophic inquiry aud 
research.

Science has also demonstrated that 
all matter is inherent, that it has no 
power to put itself iu motion when at 
rest, or at rest when in motion. This 
vis inertia can only be overcome by 
some force external to matter itself, 
and if it moves iu the accomplishment 
of a design or purpose, it is evident that 
it must be governed by intelligence.

It is certain that an Inanimate frag­
ment of stone canuot write an intelli­
gent sentence unless it is moved by a 
force directed by an Intelligent mind. 
Oue of tbe attributes of mind Is mem­
ory, aud wheu manifested by the action 
of matter you are as certain of its pres­
ence as you are of that matter Itself.

If you, as Individuals, have a per­
sonal consciousness, you know that it is 
yours, aud that no other can possess it, 
counterfeit or purloiu it.

Dear friends here’ to-night, we cau 
tell you that you do live beyond tho 
grave, and long after your material 
bodies have been crumbled in tbe grave 
an inanimate fragment of stone could 
not write the secrets of your past life 
on slates and tablets as we are doing 
here to-night. Isn’t tbe evidence enough 
tliat it is our living mentality thatwritten or printed page, no matter how ........ . „ , .

much they may be revered ns divlue guides ibis pencil as it writes these
revelations. messages to you all here? What else 

Science recognizes no so-called "holy” could do it?
books as evidence in tier laboratory. All that saint, sage or scientist ever 
She accepts no theological dogmas, or knew caunot account for this strange 
creeds of churches, iu her investlga- phenomena, or formulate a theory that 
tions, but site worships facts with all explains it, save one, nnd that is that
the ardor of a devotee.

The earthly organization, that once 
held tbe soul of your friend, lias long 
since been resolved .Into dust of its 
original parentage. It no longer Ilves, 
and if tbo mentality which It possessed

you do live beyond the grave, and that 
your dear spirit friends can aud do re­
turn to the earth when the conditions 
of our new being are fulfilled. How 
do you know that you now exist except 
through your own consciousness? Your

In the life, depended upon tbe com- spirits do live beyond the grave, and 
binatlou of the thirteen elements, that they are governed by the laws that en- 
formed its home while here, wheu these vlron them, and tlieir manifestations 
elements had become dissipated by
death and decay, the mind that ema­
nated from that combination would 
vanish Into nothingness. But if thnt

would be as varied as the conditions 
that surround them.

In this life you are governed by nat­
ural laws, incident to this life alone, 
aud these laws, acting together under

CHARMING ONSET.
Presbyterians Congratulate 

That They Have Not 
Advanced I

On the 22d of May, the General As­
sembly celebrated the 250th anniver­
sary of the adoption of the Confession 
of Faith and Catechism of the West­
minster divines, at Winona Lake, Ind. 
The gavel used by the moderator was 
made of Westminster oak, and was 
over GOO years old. It was an orthodox 
gavel and so dry and bard that when it 
was used to call to order, it flew of the 
handle aud struck a press reporter. It 
was very significant and emblematical.

It is the desire of The Progressive
Thinker to keep its readers posted

hethe spiritual and religious
world, and hence mention is P of 
this somewhat notable affair. “Me'as­
semblage of men accredited as being

A Case That Will Excite 
General Interest.

ts Changes, Improvements 
and Attractions.

mentality cau come back to you and by
any menus whatsoever write the his- such a variety of combination, produce 
tory of its past by mutual memories, all the different conditions of mankind, 
loves and incidents of its earth life, as Plagues, wars, famine and prosperity,
they have hundreds of times, you can storms and sunshine, poverty, compe- 
positirely know that tbe soul you all fence and riches nre all the effects of 
loved so dearly is not dead, but lives natural causes, tho offsprings and re- 
and ean communicate with you through suits of circumstances often beyond the 
the mysterious phenomena of spirit control of man. You see the finite
manifestation.

Now, dear friends, this is the logic of 
this beautiful philosophy. This Is the 
evidence, which we call a demonstra­
tion, not only of a future life, but also 
a continuance of your mental per­
sonality.

The phenomena of spirit return are 
becoming more aud more convincing, 
aud It is clearly demonstrated that you 
are. at times, iu the presence of the un­
seen intelligence that possesses all tbe 
characteristics of tho human mind, and 
a most convincing feature of this evi­
dence is that this intelligence, under all 
circumstances, wheu and wheresoever 
it is manifested, tells the one story that 
:S true; “I once lived aud loved as you 
do. 1 did not die, but only passed Iuto 
another aud more perfect state of ex­
istence.”

Now, dear friends, may you not 
logically conclude that the force that 
causes these phenomena possesses 
sufficient intelligence to know its own 
parentage, from whence It comes and 
why It so manifests Itself to inquiring 
minds?

If. then, it is not spirit manifestation, 
when sage, savants aud scientists are 
searching patiently for its origin, is it 
not passing strange that it does not aid 
them with some slight suggestion of its 
mundane character?

Of course, like other phenomena, It Is 
governed by natural laws. Why, then, 
should nature's laws so persistently 
falsify to honest inquiry by asserting a 
spirit origin, to a force, that is only in­
herent in matter and evolved from 
chemical combination of tho elements 
pf the human organism? ■

If tho so-called spirit phenomena are 
not from the spirit world, why is it that 
when the intelligent force is asked by 
the investigator: “What are you, and 
from' whence do you come?" that it 
does not point to tbe crucible, the 
microscope, the spectroscope or the 
alembic and say; “Search for me there 
and. in time you will find me?”

hut no, if it belongs to this earth and 
life alone, then with the tongue of 
Ananias, or Sapphira, it persists In re-’ 
peating falsehood. .
j I am a decarnate spirit. Jugglers can 

jOnly- perform feeble Imitations; No 
candid inquirer who will honestly and 
patiently Investigate this phenomena 
.within easy reach of your observation, 
twill fail to discover evidence of the 
operation of an invisible intelligent

effects but not the infinite cause that 
produce them, and truly, ns it has been 
said, tbe mysteries of life are before 
the cradle and not beyond the grave, 
and this spiritual phenomena must ex 
necessitaterl be varied in both con­
dition and results.

It Is a scientific axiom that like 
causes must produce like effects, and 
the investigation of the claims of Spirit­
ualism must consist first iu determining 
true phenomena, and to-night we can 
say you have the true, genuine phenom­
ena. aud you must appreciate it for it 
affords your dear spirit friends the 
privilege, as soon as they come en 
rapport, to send you all loving mes­
sages. Good bye.

What Spiritualism Is Doing.

DEWEY’S NEPHEW BACK AS 
FROM THE GRAVE - MYSTE­
RIOUSLY DISAPPEARED FROM 
HIS HOME, (AND AS MYSTERI­
OUSLY RETURNED.

The years glide swiftly by, bringing 
their joys and their sorrows, their hopes 
aud their disappointments, all educa­
tional aud uplifting if we interpret 
them aright aud profit by the lessons 
they bring us. Tills Is the twenty-sec-

learned aud profound thinkers, congrat­
ulating themselves that they are exact­
ly where there leaders were 250 years 
ago; that there has beeu no advance be­
yond the Westminster catechism, is of 
itself remarkable. Than that catechism 
which Presbyterian children have been 
made, all these years to learn, nothing 
can be more untruthful or damaging.

One of the leading speakers claimed 
that Presbyterianism was the founda­
tion of this country: “The men of the 
Westminster standard are the men who 
made this country what it is," aud 
again “The men of thejievolutiou al­
most without exception were believers 
in the Westminster catechism.” The 
amazing “cheek” of these assertions 
would be amusing, if a large following 
did not unquestioningly receive them as 
true. .

That Thomas Paine a nd Jefferson lived 
and ruled during the Revolution and 
had such noble following that the Dec­
laration of Independence they wrought 
was received, is enough to cause such 
wanton falsifiers to blush with shame. 
It Is not true that this government, is 
founded on the Westminster catechism, 
or that Presbyterians were especially 
active in its creation. Our government 
Is due to tbe “Infidels" more than any 
other class, for its form and excellence.

It is true that It made no progress un­
til it broke from the bondage of this 
same Presbyterianism, and half the en­
ergies of the advancing mind has been 
absorbed in tho battle with the doc­
trines and the effects thereof, of tliat 
concrete formularization of supersti­
tion and ignorance—tlie Westminster 
Catechism.

The climax of self-laudation was 
reached when Geu. Beaver fulminated 
a speech. He was more reckless In his 
statements than the theologians. His 
definition of “the people,” is Ingenious:

Who are the people? History has an­
swered that question. Emperors and 
popes, kings and queens are not the 
people. They have never been for the 
people. The people have always had to 
stand for themselves. As society is 
no\v organized the rich are not the peo­
ple; they are against the people. Those 
who disseminate anarchy are not the 
people. The idle pleasure seekers and 
paupers are not the people. You cau 
guess now who are.

Who are the people? Why the Pres­
byterians are "the people,” and all the 
people of the least consequence, They 
number, according to Johnson’s Cyclo­
pedia, less than a million members of 
the true blue kind, for slight as the 
difference may be the Congregational­
ists and other mluor branches are “not 
in It,” and not the people! Then he con­
tradicts himself by saying:

“The people made the Presbyterian 
church. The obligations growlng.out of 
this means that they must stand by tho 
Word of God as the infallible rule of 
faith und practice; stand by tlie sover­
eignty of God and tho divinity of 
Christ; stand by the holy Sabbath and 
stand by our system of education."

The Presbyterians are the people, and 
the people make the church, which 
must stand squarely for all the out­
grown ideas and dead dogmas of the 
jaundiced, blear-ey^d theological despots 
since Calvin burned the noble Servetus 
for daring to think contrary to him!

Well, right in the middle, of his most 
astonishing periods, General Beaver 
fell over in a fainting fit and was car­
ried from tbe rostrum, not like a war­
rior on his shield, but like a limp rag, 
and brought round with sal volatile aud 

' smelling salts!
The grim orthodox did not recognize 

the “hand of God” in this fainting fit 
They do not see how weary God must 
get with listening to the thousands and 
millions of Presbyterian prayers, and 
sermons. One caunot imagine a more 
trying place than God’s In regard to 
that church!

That the general fainted is not re­
markable. His recovery after bls reck­
less assertions is the astonishing part, 
aud proves that "cheek,” and pre­
suming Ignorance are not necessarily 
fatal.

We call attention to the claim that 
the catechism made 250 years ago, 
remains tbe bedrock of belief. All else 
has changed. Scarcely an idea in sci­
ence but has been modified. The Bible 
has been “revised" until the very texts 
on which the catechism is based have 
been revised out of it, yet Presbyterian­
ism has remained unchanged. It ruth­
lessly persecutes every one who would 
modify its galling dogmas, and with the 
complacency born, of that egotism 
which comes from’ Ignorance of the 
great reaches, forward in all directions 
made by the’thlnkers of tbe world, it 
boasts of Its inertia, and plumes Itself 
in being a brake on the wheels of prog-
ress. HUDSON TUTTLE.

I see by a secular paper that one Rev. 
Dr. C. W. Gullitte, of Trinity M. E. 
Church, in locating heaven, says;

“As air penetrates all substances, 
even the granite, so an ethereal world 
penetrates this material world. As 
light passes through and floods the air. 
so the spiritual flows around and 
through this physical world. We do not 
see them any more than we see the 
electricity that carries the message 
along the wires, but angels and depart­
ed saints glide about us day and night”

How is this for a Methodist divine? 
And why are we discouraged when fifty 
years of Spiritual teaching has so com­
pletely revolutionized the sentiment of 
an orthodox people? What can we ex­
pect in twenty years more of rational 
teaching? Can we not predict a grefit 
awakening among the intellectual 
tlilnking men and women, touched by 
the force or spiritual influx of thought 
which is being directed from the higher 
spheres of the spirit world? A new 
heaven and a new earth will then dawn 
upon humanity; a new heaven because 
man will be spiritually unfolded to dis­
cern a brighter glimpse of the future 
state or condition of the soul, a new 
earth because man recognizing the 
great responsibility which rests upon 
him in cultivating and unfolding the in­
ner or soul part of his being, ean then 
realize that we are all one common 
brotherhood, all tending to the one 
common end, and that being eternal 
progression. . -

MRS. S. A. CROSSFIELD. .
Muncie, Ind.

OUR LOYAL MOUNTAINEERS.

Whjle Admiral; Dewey has 'been win­
ning fame in the Philippines his rela­
tives and friends in,'Vermont have com­
bined their admiration for' the naval 
hero with wonderment over the return 
of a prodigal member of tho family. 
Edward Blackwell, who married a 
niece of Admiral Dewey, has just 
turned up after an absence of- nearly 
two years, aud spins a strange yarn to 
account for bls mysterious absence. 
His return last Monday was as un­
expected as was his departure twenty- 
one months ago. It was as though the 
grave had given up its dead.

Mr. Blackwell’s wife is a daughter of 
Charles Dewey, Admiral Dewey’s 
brother. He left his home ou Septem­
ber 5, 1896, He visited Burlington and 
Brandon, and then went to Boston, 
where he transacted business at several 
places. He attended the theatre with 
Edward R. Houghton, liis nephew, aud 
then disappeared as though the earth 
had opened and swallowed him up.

Mr. Blackwell was for several years 
cashier of tho Montpelier National 
Bauk, aud later was connected with the 
Thomson-Houston Company, manufac­
turers of electrical supplies. During his 
connection with this firm he was in­
strumental in placing upon a paying 
basis many electric light plants, which 
had before been running at a loss. He 
severed his connection with the Thom­
son-Houston1 Company to assume the 
management of the Consolidated Light­
ing Company, with offices in this city. 
His accounts were found to be ab­
solutely correct and his family and 
business relations were most congenial.

The wanderer’s strange story is best 
told by himself. "Overwork did it all,” 
he told me. “I realize now the words 
of warning that were spoken to me by 
my friends at that time, "but I did not 
realize that the brink was so close. I 
remember leaving homo that Septem­
ber day and going to Burlington, Bran­
don and Boston, but can’t recall, only 
in a vague way, my transactions in the 
last named city.

“It seems mauy years ago. I remem­
ber going to tbe theatre with my 
nephew, and leaving him after the per­
formance, but from that time for mauy 
days my mind is a blank. When I 
came to my senses I was on board a 
ship lu a very hot climate and lay ou a 
mattress placed on the deck of a large 
ocean steamship, I felt that I had been

oud anniversary of the dedication of 
Onset by the Spiritualists, aud what an 
immense power for good has been 
brought to bear during that time. It is 
predicted by many that this will be the 
grandest, the busiest aud most largely 
attended season yet experienced. 'Sev­
eral who formerly summered at other 
aud more exposed resorts along our 
shores, we understand, have hired cot­
tages for the coming season at Onset, it 
being more sheltered from the enemy’s 
guns, should they by auy means at­
tempt to carry ou a flirtation that might 
prove more forcible than agreeable.

The management propose to extend 
the camp-meeting oue week longer than 
last year, commencing the first Sunday 
iu July and ending the first Sunday' in 
September. Some of the speakers en­
gaged are quite new to this platform, 
making the programme more varied 
aud luteresting.

The favorite Bridgewater Band, R. H. 
Ferguson, leader, will discourse sweet 
music, as formerly.

Mr, A. J. Maxham will be with us to 
lead the singing all through the season, 
instead of the first half as has been his 
custom heretofore. Other musical tal­
ent will also take part.

We are pleased to announce that Dr. 
Geo. A. Fuller, a gentleman highly es­
teemed for his integrity and loyalty to 
the cause of Spiritualism, has been en­
gaged for another season as the plat­
form president of this camp. .

Mr. Gifford will have charge of the 
Headquarters Book store.

The auditorium has been Improved, 
an addition of more office room made, 
and a waiting room for the talent add­
ed, also another entrance for the band, 
which will obviate the necessity of 
crowding at the entrance.

More ornamental trees have been 
added to tho grounds.

The Onset Improvement society are to 
hold a mammoth fair in the Temple, 
tbe 1st of August, to continue one week, 
for which the residents have been in­
dustriously working through the win­
ter, also others in their several homes, 
and it is expected a handsome revenue 
will be the result of tlieir labors, the 
same to be used tn Improving tho acous­
tic properties of the temple, which is 
very much ueeded, also to repair and 
improve the arcade. •

v to
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camp-Meeting directory,
Inquiries are already being made as to wheu certain camp-meetings will 

open. The officers of camps will promote the interest of their respective lo­
calities by sending the dates at once to this office, with names of secretaries.

Cassadaga Camp, N. Y. Bankson Lake Camp, Mich.
This favorite place of resort opens Bankson Lake Camp-meetiug, at

July 15 and closes August 28. Lawton, Mich., commences July 23 and
__________ ends August 14. ' •

14

Onset Bay Camp, Mass, Vicksburg Camp, Mich.
Onset Bay (Mass.) Camp-meeting The Vicksburg camp, at Fraser’s 

commences July 3, aud continues to drove, opens August 5, und closes Au, 
September 4. gust 28, 1898. Tbe following speakers

__________ nave already beeu engaged; Oscar A.
n ~ I Edgerly, Newburyport, Mass.; A. E.
Devils’ Lake Camp, Mich. j Tisdale, New London, Conn.; J. Frank 
Dr. W. O. Knowles writes that the p^L,?0810^,. *lu^ D- p- Dewey,

Devil’s Lake Camp-meeting will be held /,8U<1 ul,lc' Mich., and Mrs. Marion 
as usual. It has not been abandoned. Ua'pemer, Detroit. Mich. Other speak- .
It will commence June 11, and end “^ mediums m l be added to the 
jU!y 4. b5'- " u(“"’ lwrn will be erected on the

' __________ grounds this season, and other Improve-
_ ... . . meats made. The programmes will be

-• • •• ■ • ready iu a few days, and will be sent io :Marshalltown Camp, la.
The fifth annual camp of the Central 

Iowa Spiritualists’ Association will be 
held at Marshalltown, Iowa, on the

any -jue addressing tbe undersigned. 
JEANETTE FRASER.

Vicksburg, Mich.
same grounds as last year, commencing . .
Sunday, August 28, aud closing Sunday, Island Lake Camp, Mich

What mean these strains of martial 
air?

These skies with banners rainbow 
spanned,

This concourse of the brave and fair, 
Mingling their shoutings o’er the 

land?
See yonder rising, brilliant star, 

As it comes drifting from the sea;
Its birth from out the throes of war— 

A child of Mars of high degree.
It shines with an effulgent light;

Born of the spirit of the free;
It rises from the realm of night 

To join tbe hosts of liberty.
“Old Glory” gives to thee her power, 

Her sympathy on spiffless wing. - 
Thy cry is heard, and in this hour

She speeds to thee relief to bring.
We send to thee'our boys in blue. 

Strengthened with love,’ begemmed 
with tears, .

None more courageous and more true 
Than these, our loyal mountaineers. 

MORGAN MORGAN, Spirit

ill. How I came there I did not know. 
I was feeble, and "my mind was not 
clear. Those on board the ship were 
kind to me. They called me by a 
strange name. They asked me if I had 
been ill long before I came on board, 
and I fell in with the idea that I had 
been ill. Day by day* I became stronger.

“I ascertained that we were sailing in 
the Caribbean Sea,, and that the ship ou 
which I was a passenger was bound for 
Colon, United .States of Colombia. 
When I was able to be about aud walk 
the deck I looked over the ship’s books 
aud found that I had been put down 
under a name thutiwas uot my own. 
The passengers and . officers called me 
by that name, au,d qajufal reluctance to 
telling that I bad just recovered from a 
fit of insanity forbade me from giving 
out any information regarding myself, 
so I allowed them to address me by the 
name that had been given on the ship’s 
books. It was not long before Colon 
was reached.

"My mind was yet in a weak state, 
and I feared to do anything to excite 
myself lest it should turn back again to 
the channel from which I had had such 
a narrow escape. I remained in Colon 
a few days, but did not like the country 
aud, deciding to get back to civilization, 
went to Panama and crossed the 
Isthmus, going up the Pacific Coast to 
San Francisco. .

“I had about $200 with me. I was de­
crepit aud broken down, but was 
shown great respect on the way. I be­
lieved tliat I bad returned to America 
to die. My family believed me dead, I 
supposed, and I was as good as dead to 
them. My mind was yet in a dazed 
state, and for fully eight months after 
leaving Boston I was not completely 
myself. One of the first things I did 
with tbe small amount of money I pos­
sessed was to purchase a bicycle.

“With this, during tlie time I was in 
California, I travelel more than 4,500 
miles. I rode out iuto the country’, be­
cause I realized that I must build up 
my worn-out constitution. I became 
ncquaintd with a large ranch owner, 
and through his kindness remained at 
his place two months. I took hold and 
tried to make myself useful about the 
place, my knowledge of engines and 
machinery being of much help to me.

“A large part of the ranch was irri­
gated, and there was a large engine to 
pump water from a spring. The engine 
was out of order owing to Insecure 
foundations. I easily repaired this, and 
the work so pleased the owner that 
nothing was too good for me, and when 
I came to go away he was sorry to 
have me depart.

"This work was the first that I had 
done. It braced me up to think of 
something besides brooding over my 
unfortunate condition, and" I felt a hun­
dred times better for it My next move 
was to become agent for a magazine. 
I rode from place to place, taking or­
ders, realizing that out of door work 
was what I required to rebuild myself. 
During this time I ^nt under the same 
assumed name. iJbecame interested in 
various electrical enterprises in Califor­
nia and Oregon, but owing to the fact 
that I had no references I could not ob­
tain responsible positions. In one town 
I secured the franchise for an electric 
plant I wore a bicyble suit while can­
vassing the town Tor'support, and was 
called by my opponents the ‘bicyle 
tramp.’ But I won the Board of Aider­
men over, and the company of business 
men I represent1 holds the franchise 
to-day. l '­

“I worked hard: to get news from 
home, without revealing my Identity. 
Business interests that were confided to 
me gave me my first opportunity to 
come East, and I left San Francisco 
about a month Ago,”

The above remarkable account is 
from tlie special-correspondent of the 
New York Herald, at Montpelier, Vt., 
and illustrates a clear case of obsession.

New York City. . LUCRETIUS.

"Arcana of Nature; or the History 
and Laws of Creation.” By Hudson 
Tuttle. A well-known and most pro­
found treatise. Cloth, ?L For sale at 
thia office. -

"Edith Bramley’s Vision.” Vivid de­
scription of a Jesuit spirit conclave, 
together with Interesting corroborative 
testimony. Price 15 cents. For sale at 
this office.. .

Prof. Lockwood’s New Work
The historical phase of Prof. Lock­

wood’s Objections to Reincarnation and 
Re-embodiment will be found to be Val­
uable to all classes alike, as it outlines 
those'cosmic changes which Impressed 
the ancient Hindu with the ideal of 
transmigration, and cites the phenom­
ena occurring in nature that gave rise 
to the omnipotence and omniscience of 
tbe Gods of past and present forms of 
worship. This pamphlet will be on sale 
at this office.

The Children’s Progressive Lyceum 
has continued through the winter and is 
in a flourishing condition. Meetings for 
lectures aud tests have beeu held regu­
larly at Firemeu’s Hall.

But few cottages have been built 
since last season, the most noticeable 
of whieh is that of Mrs. Kate R. Stiles, 
on W. Central avenue, which is au or­
nament to that location.

The steamer Genevieve will make her 
trips as formerly to Monument Beach 
aud other places of interest. Fishing 
and sailing yachts will be available at 
all times. Bathing facilities are numer­
ous, and tlie bathing good.

The following are the names of some 
of those who have been called to tbe 
spirit side of life since last season: Miss 
Harriet JL Miner, whose pleasant face 
and cheery smile has greeted us for 
many seasons, passed away in January; 
Mrs. Wm. Whitwell, a resident medium; 
Mr. Hiram Tilson, who formerly kept 
a grocery store here; Mrs. B. Haines, 
who lived ou W. Central avenue; Miss 
Lydia Atwood, of Onset avenue; Mrs. 
Fairbanks and Mrs. West, of Long­
wood avenue.

The Onset Wigwam Society intend to 
open tbe Wigwam for free healing and 
test circles, July 15.

The O-ne-set Harvest Moon Society 
was the first auxiliary society formed 
iu Onset, in 1883, under the name of the 
Ladies' Industrial Union,.which in 1890 
disbanded, and reorganized again iu 
1892 taking its present name and with 
Its former officers; Its object being two­
fold, viz., to perpetuate the Harvest 
Moon Festival at the request of its orig­
inator, the late Dr. 1. P. Greenleaf, and 
to build a memorial hall with library 
and reading room, also relic room for 
(lie use of visitors aud residents alike— 
a place where straugers cau be made 
welcome aud feel at home. While it 
was under its former name much good 
was doue, although a small society, av­
eraging but seven working members, it 
accumulated upwards of seven hundred 
dollars. Some of Its proceeds was used 
for buying books and flags for the Chil­
dren’s Lyceum, which was large and 
flourishing at that time, also for buying 
shoes and clothing for such children as 
could not otherwise attend the lyceum. 
It also bought the first street lamps, 25 
in number, for Onset, and maintained 
the lighting of the same for several 
years; and last but not least this society 
was the first to entertain and agitate 
the idea of the necessity for a fire de­
partment In Onset, giving the first $200 
donated for that purpose.

A charter was obtained in 1895, since 
which time more Interest has been 
taken in the work of building a library, 
and Its membership aud finances have 
Increased to such an extent that last 
fall the society was able to buy two lots 
for the erection of tlieir library in the 
near future. A small cottage situated 
on one of the lots was Included in the 
purchase, where the society proposes to 
hold its business meetings, sewing cir­
cle and library, until the larger hall can 
be erected. The librarian appointed has 
already received upwards of a thousand 
books, and many more are promised be­
sides a few choice relics. The spiritual 
papers can be bought here and spiritual 
books are solicited from those who de­
sire to contribute. This property is sit­
uated on Onset avenue, opposite the 
water company’s office.

Onset is a rare spot for a summer va­
cation. Situated as it is among leafy 
groves and picturesque scenery, with 
splendid bathing facilities, and fish of 
every variety in their season, combin­
ing all the attractions the most exact­
ing could desire, it is seldom or never 
that a visitor leaves without words of 
praise and a determination to come 

-again. Sailing up the bay the view is 
delightful. .We heard a gentleman say 
a few days ago, who had just returned 
from the South, that nowhere did he see 
anything in bis travels to exceed the 
beauty of Onset scenery. .Truly the 
poet has sung: ’ •
“None other like,Onset hath charms so 

entrancing, : .
Unequalled in beauty, this gem by the 

sea.” . ■
The hotel accommodations are Unlim­

ited, there being nine first-class hotels, 
with restaurants and booths galore.

Onset is located fifty miles from Bos­
ton on the Old Colony division of the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad. Excursion tickets, good from 
May 1 to October 1, are sold at all the 
leading ticket offices of the country.

AUGUSTA FRANCES TRIPP.

•'After the Sex Struck.” By George 
N. Miller. Price 25 cents. '

September 18. Fourth aunual camp-meeting of the
Several good mediums are expected, Island Lake Camp Association, Island 

and nearly every phase of spirit return Lake , Mich., beginning July 1, and end­
will be demonstrated. The grounds are lug August 31 istw.
situated about one-half mile from the Officers—1’. O. Hudson, president; A. 
Iowa river. G. Brown, ' - - ■

Circulars will be ready about August treasurer.
1. Those desiring circulars or further 
information will receive same by ad­
dressing MISS L P. BEESON.

Albion, Iowa.

Mesick, Mich., Camp,
Mesick (Mich.) Camp-meeting will 

open July 31, 1898, closing August 14.

secretary; Win. Murray,

Board ol Directors—I’. O. Hudson, 
Bay City; A. G. Browu, Detroit; James 
II. White, Port Hurou; Asa B. Smith, 
Northville; Wm. Murray, Salem; Tracy 
J. Merrell, Laushig; Dr. A. B. Spinney, 
Reed City. .

Island Lake Camp Grounds consist of 
twenty-one acres of second-growth 
grove land, chiefly white oak and hick­
ory, situated upon the northwest sideAll good mediums and co-workers nre . । W

cordially invited. Those expecting to ?‘Wnn^£
attend, send In names before the first of p ,‘ A l’\v°U, H tr°J*
June, to have them on printed pro- n “ n 
gramme. Address Jacob Bulllan, Me- । 1 10 ,sland Lake
sick, Wexford Co., Mich. This assocla- Sfo-^t has erected a hotel, 

..... ----- . auditorium, barns aud other buildings
for tbo successful management of ation was organized April 1, 1808, 

Mrs. L. A. Mabee, state organizer.

The New Era Camp,

camp-meeting and summer resort. .
THE SPEAKERS. '

The Island Lake Camp Association
has beeu especially fortunate in secur-™elr tnTy '“« H^st-elais totem fm is plaS

coast will be glad to learn that tbe lllis ....... ................... < .. : «.
management of the New Era, Oregon, 
camp has secured the services of Mrs. 
Loe F. Prior and Mr. Chas J. Anderson 
for the meeting to be held July 2 to 25. 
Mrs. Prior is a widely-known medium 
and lecturer who has been laboring 
with marked success lu the south re­
cently. Mr. Anderson, known as the 
“boy orator,” is conceded by such a dis­
criminating judge as Dr. J. M. Peebles 
to possess marked ability as an inspira­
tional lecturer. The managers will ex­
ert themselves to the utmost of their 
ability to make this meeting the most 
successful ever held in Oregon, aud so­
licit the active co-operation of every 
Spiritualist throughout tbe Northwest 
to this end. Circulars will be Issued lu 
May and sent to all who apply to Wal­
ter P. Williams, Salem, Ore., who is the
corresponding secretary. The 
ways are at Portland.

Brock-

Ottawa, Kansas.
The Leavenworth County Spiritualist 

Association will hold a camp-meeting 
at Forest Park, Ottawa Kansas, from 
July 27 to August 2, 1898, inclusive. 
Board and lodging can be had on the 
grounds for $2.50 per week. Reduced 
rates on all railroads leading to Ottawa. 
T. C. Deuel, president; Mrs. Emerick, 
secretary, Wallula, Kan.

Topeka Camp, Kansas.
We are going to have our camp-meet­

ing this year, commencing September 
11th, and continuing until the 25tb, 
making two weeks' time, including 
three Sundays. We have made arrange­
ments to use the fair grounds again, as 
we can do better there than any other 
place.

We have no one engaged to speak as 
yet, but think we will have Will C. 
Hodge, of Chicago, who was with us 
last year and was liked by all. We 
have some very good mediums here in 
the city. We think we will have Mrs. 
L. N. Claman to help us in our camp 
this year. We want to have a good 
platform test medium with us; we have 
no one engaged for that yet We have 
in our city four Spiritual societies.

T. P. KELLEY, Sec’y. 
211 E. Fourth St., Topeka, Kan.

Qrand Ledge Camp, Mich.
Grand Ledge Spiritualists’ Camp will 

open July 31, -and close August-28, In­
clusive. Mrs. Geo. Sheets, secretary 
pro tern.

Mt Pleasant Park Camp.
The sixteenth annual camp-meeting 

of the Mississippi Valley Spiritualists’ 
Association will be held at Mt. Pleas­
ant Park, Clinton, Iowa, Sunday, July 
31, and will close Sunday, August 28. 
The best of talent has been secured. 
Circulars giving full information will 
be Issued about June 15. For-full in­
formation address Martin H. McGrath, 
secretary, at Fulton, Hl. -

Lake Brady Camp, 0.
The Lake Brady Camp will open July 

10, and close September 4. Programmes 
will bo printed later. D. A. Herrick 
will preside as chairman during the ses­
sion. All mediums wishing their names 
on tbo programme, send them to D. A. 
Herrick, Ravenna, O.

this year. Whlle it has uo inferior
speakers, some of Its speakers are 
among the best iu the world. Look at 
tbe following llslt

Dr. Fred Schermerhorn, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., chairman of the meet­
lugs, from the beginning to the close. 
Beside presiding at all of the meetings 
he will speak as occasion may require, 

Oscar A Edgerly, of Newburyport 
Mass.

Mrs. Marian Carpenter, of Detroit.
Moses Hull, of Buffalo, N. Y. ;
J. C. F. Grumbine. of Chicago.
Anna L. Hobiuson, of Port Huron, 

Mich.
Edgar W. Emerson, of Manchester, 

N. H.
Lyman C. Howe, of Fredonia, N. Y., 

though uot an old man. Is perhaps tho 
oldest speaker on the Spiritualistic plat­
form. He is eloquent. Instructive, poet­
ical, practical, mediumistic, aud thor­
oughly reliable. Ho usually speaks in 
an entranced condition, ills lectures 
are replete with eloquence and good 
thoughts.

W. H. Bach, of Lily Dale, N. Y. -

Lakeside Park Cany), Mo,
Tbe Southwest Missouri Spiritualists’ 

Camp Association will hold Its second 
aunual meeting at Lakeside Park, Jas­
per county, Missouri, commencing Sep­
tember 10, and closing September 26, 
1898. A glorious time is expected, as 
ihe camp-grouuds are all that could be 
wished for as to beauty of location and 
in all its appointments for tbe comfort 
aid pleasure of all who visit tbe park.

Lakeside Park is owned by- the 
Southwest Missouri Electric railroad 
company, tbe line running from Car­
thage, Mo., to Galena, Kansas, and the 
company very kindly furnish the 
grounds; large auditorium, boats upon 
the lake, with grounds aud auditorium 
lighted by electric lights, free of cost.

A cordial Invitation is extended to all 
friends of our beautiful philosophy to 
come and enjoy a grand spiritual feast 
with us. Good mediums will be with
US. B. G. SWEET, Prest. 

Empire City, Kansas.

Chesterfield Camp, Ind.
Chesterfield Camp-meeting will begin 

July 21 and close August 21, 1898. The 
speakers engaged are J. Clegg Wright, 
Mrs. Eva Pfuntner, Willard J. Hull, 
India Hill, B. F. Underwood, Moses 
Hull, and Dr. Nellie Mosier, test me­
dium. For programmes address Flora 
Hardin, Sec’y., Anderson. Ind. Presi­
dent, G. W. Parkinson, Yorktown, Ind.

“The Great Roman Anaconda.” By 
Prof. Geo. P. Rudolph, Ph. D., ex-priest 
of the diocese of Cleveland, O. A sharp 
and pointed letter to Bishop Hortsmann. 
It is good reading, and .should be widely 
distributed, that people may be enlight­
ened concerning the ways and methods 
of Rome and its priesthood. Price 15c. 
For sale at this office.

"Human culture and Cure. Part 
First The Philosophy of Cure. (In­
eluding Methods and Instruments).” By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A very In 
Btructive and valuable work. It should 
have a wide circulation, as it well ful­
fills the promise of its title. For sale 
at this office. Price 75 cents.

'The Priest the Woman, and the Con 
fessIonaL” This book, by the wel 
known Father Chiniquy, reveals the de­
grading. Impure influences and resuitt 
of the Romish confessional, as proved 
by the sad experience ot many wrecked 
Ilves. Price, by mall JL For gale at 
thia office



GENERAL SURVEY.. I

i THE SPIRITUALISTIC FIELD—ITS WORKERS 
; DOINGS, ETC.. THE WORLD OVER.

WRITE PLAINLY and their Ury husk:; and Hecking Lo our

? ■ We would like to impress upon the 
ft Winds of our correspondents that The 
ft; Progressive Thinker is set up on a 

Linotype machine that must make 
ft speed equal to about four compositors, 
ft That means rapid work, aud it is esseu- 
'ytial that all copy, to insure insertion lu 

the paper, all other requirements being 
" favorable, should be written with ink 
/ on white paper, or with a typewriter, 
“iand on only one side of the paper. 11 
;“you are not a fairly good penman, 
“.please have your communications 

■ copied by some one who is, and oblige 
The Progressive Thinker.

CONTRIBUTORS:-Eacb contributor 
is alone responsible for any assertions 
cr statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be­
lieving that the cause of truth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of the 
Sentiments uttered in an article may be 
diametrically opposed to hls belief, yet 
that is no reason why they should be 
Suppressed. No one person has the 
whole truth, hence kindly feelings 
should always be entertained for those* 
who differ from you.

Ervin A. Rice, president writes: “Mrs. 
■ Core. L. V. Richmond has accepted the 
’Scali from the Church of the Soul, for 

the month of September, after which 
ft she will return to Washington. Possi­

bly we may have her with us later in
■ft the. season for a few weeks.”

Professor Geo. W. Walrond, of the 
' Opera House Block, Denver Colo., was 

' suddenly prostrated last week with 
. “ heart weakness and general derange­

ment of the system, brought ou prlucl- 
; pally through overwork. We hear he is 
" progressing favorably towards reeov- 
v ery and will resume public work at au 

early date. He holds public meetings
'■ every Sunday evening at 8 in his Occult 

J School in tlie Opera House Block, aud 
“ developing seances every Friday even­

ing.
Mrs. Lizzie Giles writes that Mrs. Mc- 

Gibney deserves honorable meutiou for 
the good work she is doing in conduct­
Ing a spiritual mission on Fulton street, 
near Reid avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. The 
mission is in au orthodox locality, but 
bids fair to blossom out in a society at

• no distant day.
. E. A. Doty writes from Albany, N. Y.: 

“The cause of Spiritualism is not in as
■ flourishing a condition in this city as I 

had hoped to find It, when coming here 
a few months since. The Unitarian 

. church society seems to have absorbed 
most of the old-time workers In the 
spiritual vineyard. Under the able 
leadership of Rev. Wm. M. Brundage, a 
former Methodist, the cause of Llberal- 

' ism is growing rapidly. Rev. Minot J. 
' Savage occupied the rostrum a few 
/ weeks since, aud delighted his immense 
’ . audience, which packed Odd Fellows’ 
- /Temple, where the regular meetings are 
/ held. A few evenings afterward, at a 
/ church society meeting, a paper was 
... read on ‘Immortality,’ after which Mr.

Brundage requested each one present 
- to give his or her best reason for a be- 
i lief in immortality, aud stated that he 

■ had talked with Mr. Savage when here, 
. aud that he (Mr. Savage) was a believer 

; In the Intercommunication between 
. mortals and tbe socalled dead. Some of 

the Spiritualists present availed them­
. selves of the opportunity aud gave 
■ tlielr reasons. Last evening Rev. B.

• Fay Milla, of Boston, formerly a Pres­
; byterian minister of this city, occupied 

the pulpit and gave us a magnificent 
/ discourse on ‘Twentieth Century Relig­

ion.’ During the delivery of which he 
‘was frequently applauded by hls large 

/iatad appreciative audience, iu a prlv- 
; ate conversation with Rev. Mr. Brun- 

Ji' >lage he assured me that more thau one- 
/ third of his church membership were 
■■‘/Spiritualists. Arfwe being'absorbed

by Liberal Christianity?”
/ J. W. Brinton writes: "I had the 
v pleasure of attending the services at 
I;?:- the Spiritual Hall In Marion, Ind., on 
/“.Sunday evening lately. A large au- 
fe'dlence greeted the speaker, H. C. An- 
Kdrews, who Is now serving that asso- 
teciatlou. Subjects were handed tlie 
fespeaker by the audience, each one of 
fciwhich were handled iu tbe usual easy 
E/and able manner by his guides. For a 
p- closing subject, some one gave the doc- 
liSior a white rose with the request that 
Ri he should improvise a poem from it. 
A which was done in a manner beyond 
K/the ability of my tongue or pen to de- 
2 scribe.”

J. S. writes from Louisville, Ky.: 
ti'“During tho month of May Mrs. Jose- 
L pbine Ropp, of Indianapolis, Ind., oc­
r cupied the rostrum of the People's 
L Spiritual Church of Louisville, Ky. Her 
I tests were given in quick succession, 
p/wlth the names of all concerned, correct 
I and convincing, giving undoubted sat­
is isfactlon to the audiences,'’
r W. C. Mann writes from Louisville, 

Ky,: “Mrs. Josephine Ropp. of In­
I dlanapolis, Ind..has just closed a live 

week’s engagement with the People's 
I - Spiritual Church of this city. During 
| the five weeks she was with the society 
r/she gave 122 tests, and all but five or 
I ; six were recognized. She can be found 
I at her home, 1414 Washington street, 
| Indianapolis, Ind., for the present. 
I .Mrs. Annie E. Thomas, of Newport, 

Ky., has been engaged for the month of 
June. She commenced her labors in 
tliis field Sunday evening, June 5, to a

life-giving meetings every Sunday. Al­
ternately with our trumpet seances at 
2:30, we have a conference meeting at 
which time the inexperienced mediums 
are accorded every privilege and en­
couragement at our command. Come 
and co-operate with us.”

Dr. A. B. Spinney, of Reed City, 
Mich., writes: “I want to inform tlie 
Spiritualists of Michigan that our able 
speaker and noble worker, Lyman C. 
Howe, of Fredonia, N. Y., would like 
engagements in Michigan during Au­
gust, September and October. I need 
uot speak of hls worth nor his ability, 
and the great good he can do any so­
ciety. You have only to hear him to 
love and appreciate him, He has 
given forty years of his life to Spiritual­
ism and humanity. Keep him busy 
while he is with us in the form, and 
thus bless him and tbe cause of Spirit­
ualism, truth aud humanity.'1

Mrs. M. J. Orllly, test medium for 
platform and private work, is now lo­
cated at 30 West Diamond street, Alle­
gheny Pa,

G.. F. Perkins writes: “I opened my 
meetings again June 5, at 617 N. Clark 
street, aud will continue probably 
through the summer. Tuesday of last 
week I went to deliver tbe funeral ad­
dress of Mr. Rittenhouse, of Dubuque, 
la., who passed away suddenly. I am 
at the same address for private read­
ings, 587 N. Clark street.”

The First Spiritual Church of Roches­
ter, N. Y., is legally chartered by the 
State and is also an auxiliary of the N. 
S. A. They have a leased place of 
meeting furnished by themselves. 
Their meetings are well-attended and 
the fairness of the public press and pul­
pits iu Rochester, in accepting Spirit­
ualism as a recognized mental, psychic 
and religious force is due to the local 
society under the leadership of G. W. 
Kates and wife, who are engage^ for 
the third successive year as lecturers 
and mediums.

D. V. Emmons writes from Gales­
burg, Mich.: "I wish to say that our 
cause here is in tbe ascendancy. We 
are receiving some beautiful thoughts 
through the mediumship of our little 
girl medium, Miss Alma E. Gault. Her 
hand is controlled, and while writing 
beautiful thoughts from the other shore 
she may be holding conversation with 
some one in the room, or not unfre- 
quently playing with some pet of hers. 
She is doing a world of good here for 
our cause.”

In Handel Reception Hall a very 
large audience attended the opening of 
the First Society of Rosicrucians. J. C. 
F. Grumbine speaks for June and July. 
Services will be continued in the same 
ball during June aud July at 10:45 a.
lit. and 7:45 p. m. The hall is on 
third floor, 40 E. Randolph street, 
Moyne Block. Take the elevator.

Carrie Fuller Weatherford closes 
second month’s engagement with 
First Society at Columbus, Ohio,

the

her 
the 
the

last Sunday of this month, and it also 
Is (lie close of a very successful and un­
interrupted year of work iu tlie lecture 
field. Mrs. Weatherford will be at Lake 
Brady, July 29, 30 and 31; Summerland 
Beach, August 7 to 21. She has two 
Sundays unengaged during the camp 
season. Managers desiring her services 
for lectures, tests and improvised songs 
will do well to address her at once at 
89 W. Goodale street.

Dr. and Mrs. Noyes have located per­
manently at 1908 Broadway, Bay City, 
Mich., where tliey have furnished a 
modern cottage and will hold spiritual 
meetings Sunday nights in their large 
double parlors.

Dr. Dean Clarke, who for a long time 
did an efficient work on the Pacific 
Coast in behalf of Spiritualism, can 
now be addressed for engagements at
Wellesley Hills, Mass. He 
from three to twelve months' 
ments. Hls experience aud 
with high Inspirations, ought 
him constant employment.

desires 
engage­
ability, 
to give

Mrs. S. A. Crossfield, of Muncie, Ind., 
writes: "1 have just completed a six
weeks' engagement for the 
eiety of Spiritualists, and 1 
work will result In much 
audiences were composed

Muncie So- 
belleve my 
good. Our 
mostly of

large and intelligent audience. After 
her lectures she gave some fifteen tests, 
and they were all recognized.”
' Mrs. Virginia Barrett writes: “I am 
open for engagements with camps and 
'societies as test, musical medium. I 
will make positively satisfactory terms.

li/i want to say to the friends that I shall 
be glad to send them a circular of the 

fe’Grand Psychic Circle Association,” to 
those desiring to become members. It 

r&ys a great international circle. I am 
[^honorary secretary for the State and 
Bfielsewhere. Address me at 819 East 

[W^ixteenth street, Indianapolis, Ind.” 
te?J.Q. Adams writes: “The Englewood 
L‘.‘-'spiritual Society, though only three 
femttnths old, has set a pace in its march 
H|;of progress which many thinkers have 
vglieretofore pronounced impossible, and 

Mgiire hope to seo many others get up a 
-^little more steam and come alongside. 
S*Every other week at 2:30 in the after- 
;®;hodn we give a trumpet seance in the 
republic hall and each alternate Sunday 
Livening at 7:30 we give a materializing 
.^Seance in tlie same place. Our success 

! KMS been beyond our expectations. May 
tejSth Mr. H. F. Coats gave a trumpet 
Upteance which was well attended and 
kSttsny messages recognized. Mrs. True- 
Bglifen, our pastor, feeds our souls on splr- 
STtual manna on all other occasions. Our 
L@e>et of good, things is so diversified and 
Igatiundajit, that many who are hunger* 

and thirsting for the knowledge 
■H&at will enable ns to beautify our life 
Bgfeje.aniJ our hoipes in the life to come, 
JjSi® breaking away from the churches

of the season. The society, will hold 
but a few more Sunday meetings, as va­
cation; time is approaching.”

E. W. Sprague apd wife have the fol­
lowing camp-jneeting engagements for 
this season: Cassadaga, N. Y., June 17, 
18, and 19;Maple Dell,Ohio, July 29 to 
August-5; Grand Ledge, Mich., August 
6 to 11, inclusive; Lake Brady, Ohio, 
August 17 to 21 inclusive; Haslett Park, 
Mich., August'27 aud 28. They would 
be pleased to make other engagements 
for time not taken, and are also open 
for monthly engagements for the com­
ing fall and winter. Address them at 
416 Newland avenue, Jamestown, N. Y.

Carrie Fuller Weatherford conducted 
the services lit Summerland Beach, O., 
Sunday, June 12, aud the Columbus so­
ciety added to file pleasures of a Sun­
day outing an out-door service of lec­
ture, tests aud Improvised song.

James F. Raymond writes to the Spir­
itualists of the Northwest: "Receiving, 
as I do, from day to day, letters making 
inquiry relative to our usual camp­
meeting, I am, much against my incli­
nation, compelled to say that the North­
western Spiritualists’ Association will 
hold no camp this year. Another year, 
however, we are in hopes will bring 
things about in such a shape that our 
annual gathering will take place, with 
the customary attending happy results.”

L. S. Burdick, president, writes: “Tbe 
Spiritualists of Southwest Michigan 
will hold their annual mass-meeting in 
the popular resort grove, at Lake Cora, 
Van Buren county, Mich., Sunday, June 
26, 1898. Talent engaged: Mrs. Adah 
Sheehan Horman, of Cincinnati, and 
Mrs. Anna L. Roatnsop, of Port Huron, 
Mich. Excursion trains will run to the 
meeting from Kalamazoo, Grand Rap­
ids, South Haven, Benton Harbor, and 
Chicago." ■

E. A. Brooks, president, writes: “The 
First Spiritualist society of Harlan, 
Ind., will hold their second annual 
grove meeting on July 3, 'in A. W. 
Brooks' grove, one mile south of Cham­
berlain. Mr. Geo. H. Brooks will lec­
ture on the great subject of the day. 
We anticipate a large attendance, for 
the people and especially the ministry 
are very much stirred up by the efforts 
of our small society.”

F. Tower writes: "Those who Were 
present at the first lesson in the course 
of study given by Mr. J. C. F. Grum- 
blne, were highly entertained with the 
beautlfuLand instructive thoughts pre­
sented. These courses as referred to in 
your valuable paper, will prove a bene­
fit to all who are Interested in these 
lines of advanced thought and mental 
culture. We hope many will avail 
themselves of this opportunity, and also 
hear tlie able lectures given by Mr. 
Grumbine in Handel Hall during this 
month and next."*

Jacob Rummel writes: “Herewith 
find a list of names of a few subscrib­
ers in addition to my own. If you 
could so arrange that the spirits of tbe 
grandmothers would peep out from be­

' hind The Progressive Thinker, while It 
is being read, you could get a million 
subscribers in a few weeks; but the 
deep scientific subjects, and grand phi­
losophy taught in its columns, are not 
appreciated by the great majority of 
Spiritualists. I do not Ignore phenom­
ena, as I consider it the base upon 
which will rest the future superstruct­
ure of Spiritualism, but in my opinion 
too many people are satisfied with the 
foundation and fall to build upon it; 
but I also recognize the fact that the ev­
olution of the psychic man is slow, and 
it will require a long time before the 
race generally will develop to the true 
status of completeness on this planet; 
therefore I am content to labor and 
wait.”

C. W. Hartcng writes from Akron, 
Ohio: “The good work is going on. Last- 
Thursday and Friday nights the well- 
known medium, Mrs. Hattie Tiffany, of 
Minerva, Ohio, was with us, holding 
large circles in Mrs. Jay Sherbondy’s 
parlor. She also gave us some private 
sittings which have proven to be very 
satisfactory to the patrons at Sher- 
bondy Hill and vicinity. She is invited 
to return soon, and it is hoped that she 
will accomplish great good.”

skeptics who were much interested in 
the discourses. 1 find the public sen­
timent of all denominations changing 
and gradually submerging into one 
general belief in regard to tljo final des­
tiny of the human race. Our society 
has discontinued its meetings until 
after the camp season, when we hope 
to see much good done in the cause we 
love so much.”

E. J. Bowtell Is engaged at Freeville 
(N. Y.) Camp. For dates at other camps 
and for season of 1898-9 he may be ad­
dressed at 11 Isbell street, Bingham­
ton, N. Y.

Subscriber writes: “Tbe First Spirit­
ualist Society of Port Huron. Mich., 
closed their season of Sunday lectures, 
June 5. The attendance has been good. 
The growth of the society steady and 
sure. The young people here have 
shown a great activity and have a 
splendid society as an auxiliary to the 
main one. At the business meeting, 
June 7, Mrs. Anna L. Robinson, w..o 
has already served the society five 
years was unanimously chosen pastor 
for the coming year. She has, how­
ever, already made some outside en­
gagements. which she will fill. The re­
mainder of the time she will give to 
Port Huron. The society feel to con­
gratulate themselves on securing her 
services if only for a part of the year, 
and to feel she is still tbeir pastor. The 
Lyceum children are delighted to know 
they will still have her help a portion of 
the time at least. As a worker among 
the young people she has no superior. 
We have a number of promising young 
mediums who are preparing themselves 
to take up the work, only wishing they 
were near enough the Maple Dell 
school this summer to attend. Mr. B. 
Renwick is giving entire satisfaction in 
his seances and demonstrating a future 
life in an unmistakable manner. Fred 
Manchester, son of Mrs. Robinson, is 
working quietly though earnestly to de­
velop the beautiful gift which came 
into expression a few months ago. On 
the whole we are all doing well and 
feeling confidence in the future for our 
cause.”

Mrs. Horine writes: “The many 
friends of the South Side Spiritual So­
ciety, No.’77 Thirty-first street, will un­
doubtedly be pleased to hear that an­
other good time awaits them at the en­
tertainment to be'held next Wednes­
day evening, June 15, in Sail A, at the 
above named place. An excellent mu­
sical and literary program has been ar­
ranged, comprising some of the best 
talent in the city. There will also be a 
spiritual feast, as several of our best 
mediums will voice messages from the 
world beyond. Come one, come all, as 
this will be the closing entertainment

MANTIiyCHOOL
Expenses Will Be Reduced.

Arrangements are completed by 
which the cost of board-at the school 
will be greatly reduced. The camp As­
sociation has given the use of tlie hotel, 
with the grounds and cottages, to the 
school, free of charge. The teachers 
and pupils are organized into a club. 
At the end of every week the expense 
of the table will be divided equally 
among the members of the school and 
each oue pay his share. The cottages 
will be free. Under this arrangement 
it will cost students no more to live at 
Maple Dell than at home. We expect 
many who have been kept away from 
the school because of tbe expense, will 
avail themselves of this reduction and 
came at once to tbe school.

A. J. .WEAVER, 
Mantua Station, Ohio. Supt.

Spiritualist Training School.
The Spiritualist Training school com­

menced its summer term for 1898 on tbe 
Sth lust., with its full cores of instruct­
ors. At present writing the school bns 
been in session two days. The follow­
ing towns are represented: Buffalo, N. 
Y.; Old Orchard. Me.; Boston, Mass.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Thousand Island 
Park, N. Y., and Auburn, N. Y. We are 
in receipt of information that students 
will reach us in a few days from Lima 
and Akron, O.

A few changes have been made in the 
curriculum of tbe school since last sea­
son. Psychology, parliamentary law 
and comparative theologies will be In­
cluded in the course of evening in­
struction.

Occasional conference meetings will 
be held during the school term for the 
benefit of the pupils.

Public services will be held every 
Sunday at 10:30 a. m., and 7:30 p. m.

Special arrangements can be made 
with those who desire to attend the 
school and take a partial course.

All communications pertaining to the 
school will receive prompt attention.

Address MATTIE E. HULL, 
Sec’y Spiritualist Training School.

Mantua Station, Ohio.

“Encyclopedia ot Biblical Spiritual­
ism: or a Concordance of the Principal 
Passages of the Old and New Testa­
ment Scriptures which prove or Imply 
Spiritualism; together with a brief his­
tory of the origin of many of the 
important books of the Bible.” By 
Moses Hull. The well-known talented 
and scholarly author has here embodied 
the results of hls many years’ study 
of tbe Bible in its relations to Spiritual­
ism. As its title denotes, It is a veri­
table encyclopedia of Infomation on the 
subject Price $L For sale at this 
office-

“Social Upbuilding, Including co-op­
erative Systems and the Happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humanity.” By E. D. 
Babbitt, LL. D., M.D. This comprises 
the last part of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For sale 
Ht this office. .

From Light, L^iBi Ei®.
WORK IN THE SPIRIT WORLD.
Your readers who ilive seen the ar­

ticles containing an, -account of the 
"Work in the Spirit World,” in whieh I 
have been engaged, cannot fail to note 
the striking similarlt^'between the ex­
periences so graphically and earnestly 
described by Mr. Thomas Atwood in 
bis recent address before the London 
Spiritualist Alliance, and those that 
have come to us. Ti me this similarity 
is very strong evidence'of the reality of 
the work; and if the 'work is real. It 
surely is uot necessary to dwell upon 
what must be plainly apparent to every 
thoughtful person; namely, Its tremen­
dous significance and importance.

If it really Is true that persons in the 
flesh possess the means to

DISSEMINATE THE LIGHT, 
the love, aud the strength of the heav­
ens among disembodied beings whose 
spiritual growth was neglected while 
on earth, and who, as a consequence, 
find themselves helplessly abiding in 
various degrees and kinds of wretched­
ness in a state of existence for which 
they often are utterly unfitted, we have 
only to consider the spiritual condition 
of multitudes passing through death in 
order to recognize the extent of the op­
portunities for good presented to those 
willing to devote themselves earnestly 
and thoughtfully to the work.

. For several years we have been 
holding.

TWO SITTINGS WEEKLY 
for this purpose only, and our ex­
perience during that period has con­
vinced me that it is hardly possible to 
exaggerate tbe Importance of this par­
ticular branch of practical Spiritualism, 
while its possibilities' extend beyond 
the limits of human conception. I may 
add that when our medium’s develop­
ment began, we had ho Idea of the pur­
pose of the invisible operators so 
powerfully influencing her; and It was 
largely by means of their instruction 
that we at last came to understand 
what was expected of us.

It is remarkable how closely Mr. At­
wood’s plan of procedure corresponds 
with the one we have been led to adopt. 
Our sittings are •
OPENED WITH AN INVOCATION, 
which is followed by an address in 
which we very often .make use of the 
same spiritual texts selected by Mr. 
Atwood. The spiritual significance of 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son we 
have many times expatiated upon. Also 
we have spoken of the Good Shepherd, 
with his crook of love, searching not 
for tbe lost sheep, but for those that 
have temporarily gone astray.

Our experiences cpncprnlng the truly 
magical power of .,prayer also agree 
with Mr. Atwood’s., (Veyily the fervent

PRAYER OF AN EARNEST MAN 
availeth much. I confess that the 
realization of this momentous truth has 
been almost forced pppp me; for it has 
been difficult to frep myself from the 
still prevalent skepticism of these un- 
spirltual times. Never shall I forget 
the request of oue poor soul brought to 
us to be enlightened. Controlling the 
medium, he cried out jn great terror, 
"Where am 1? In a moment of time I 
was hurled into this bottomless abyss 
of Impenetrable darkness!” We spoke 
words of comfort tp film, and advised 
him earnestly to ask; help from the one 
Infinite Source of Love and Power. 
This, however, lie seemed powerless to 
do, so paralyzed or atrophied were his 
spiritual faculties, but turning the face 
of tbe medium close to.mine he said im­
ploringly, “Won’t you pray for me?” It 
Is not possible to describe the pathos of 
that request.

Very helpful, also,
TO SPIRITS IN DARKNESS 

is the suggestion that tbe one most 
dearly loved and cherished by them Is 
at hand, ready to aid them in their Spir­
itual growth and to greet them when 
they reach the portals of the Higher 

.Life. “Do you know who that person 
Is?” we say to them; and usually there 
is an immediate response, "Yes, that is 
my mother, or my wife.’ Upon one oc­
casion an Irishman spoke up, “That’s 
the good" oid mother; she wouldn’t de­
sert her boy!” One poor soul—who had 
committed murder during a bar-room 
brawl—when we spoke of hls mother, 
begged us, in a whisper, not to let her 
know anything about the matter.

Very suggestive are Mr. Atwood’s re­
marks regarding "the awakening 
brought by the human voice carried

INTO THE DARK SPHERES 
by the machinery of the unseen world," 
and Impressed upon the consciousness 
of poor souls dwelling in the gloom of 
their own ignorance and perversity. 
Often we have been urged to speak and 
to fill our words with all possible ear­
nestness and enthusiasm, “even though 
it may sometimes seem that you are ad­
dressing only the empty air.” “Give 
them tbe best you have,” one bright co­
worker advised us. The following, 
taken from my note-book, are some of 
tbe experiences resulting from our ad­
dresses:

“While we were addressing the Invis­
ible audience—delivering the message 
of hope and love—the medium could 
see that we were suiTOunded by

AN IMMENSE THRONG.
Away in tbe distance, as far as her vis­
ion could reach, she saw swarms of 
spirits. Those nearest appeared to be 
more intelligent and better clad than 
those In the background, who were 
rugged and unkempt, some of them al­
most concealed from view, by heavy 
black clouds. We urged, them to organ­
ize into companies’ aid prepare to 
march out of their present gloomy con­
ditions, suggesting that! they call them­
selves Angels of Lights and promising 
that the way wouldo be shown them 
when they were ready to make the 
start. s'-‘ ' ’

One man seemed to be specially inter­
ested in our remark^? The medium 
watched hls earnest taCe as he listened; 
and when he had fitiished speaking he 
turned to us with thes ([uestlon, “How 
do you know that all: ydu say Is true?’ 
We answered that! we derived our 
knowledge from wiseland Ibvlng beings 
whose great desire It was to aid their 
less advanced brothers to reach the 
bright 1
PORTALS OF THE HIGHER LIFE. 
Then he faced the crowd and called out 
in a loud voice, “Say, you fellows in the 
rear, can you hear what is being said?” 
Turning to us again, he remarked, “I 
couldn’t go and leave all those poor fel­
lows behind—they’ve got to come with 
me!” With that, he began to address 

' the others. He seemed a natural ora­
tor, and spoke as one inspired—which 
was without doubt the case. Occasion­

. ally he would address his words to 
some particular group, pointing hls 
finger at them to attract their attention; 
and marvelous was the effect. Those 
who a moment before had been dull and 
listless were now all activity; and the 
medium could see that they were form­
ing into ranks. While this was going 
on, however, the time for the sitting (al­
ways exactly one hour) expired, and the 

..vision was withdrawn."-

From Two Worlds, London, 
England.

MR. GLADSTONE’S ENTRANCE 
INTO LIFE.

To-day the newspapers are full of Mr. 
Gladstone; his life, his work, and his 
passing on. He, who for so many years 
filled so large a place iu tlie esteem of 
his countrymen, and in the history-mak­
ing events of the nation and of tbe 
world, has at last finished hls work on 
this side of the borderland, and men of 
all shades of opinion are full of sympa­
thy for the old hero of so many battles. 
The nation has undoubtedly been spir­
itually enriched by hls nobility of char­
acter aud the Influence of‘his life; his 
purity of motives must have had an ele­
vating and an ennobling effect upon the 
nations of the world. His work was 
not narrowed down to one groove, or 
solely to the development of the coun­
try which gave him birth, but, like 
Thomas Paine, hls country was the 
world; and the human family as a 
whole are better that he has lived.

The references in the press to Mr. 
Gladstone’s passing on,

ARE ALMOST RIDICULOUS 
in their sombre sackcloth and ashes 
dressing, and tears over the. “sad 
event.” To refer to the end of a great 
life, to the translation of a great soul, 
who worthily acted his part in the af­
fairs of the world for a long tale of 
years as a “sad event," is surely the re­
sult of unthinking habits, and not the 
expression of the real feelings of the 
writers or the readers.

For more than the usual
SPAN OF PHYSICAL LIFE, 

Mr. Gladstone has tolled for his country 
and the world, according to his light. 
For nearly nihety years, full of health 
and activity, he found in political life 
congenial employment for his great tal­
ents. His position, socially, made him 
free from all the harrowing cares of 
poverty which, with weakness of body, 
have burdened so many other great 
souls.

The natural end to such an hororable 
life cannot by any stretch of imagina­
tion have anything sad about it. Rather 
should

A TONE OF GLADNESS 
be the key-note of the many references 
to his passing on from a sphere where 
hls work is ended to one where, with 
renewed vigor, he will find greater 
work to do for the humanity he loved so 
well and did so much to benefit. The 
removal from a field where he had 
fought a good fight, but was hampered 
by restricted powers and a physical en­
vironment which got narrower day by 
day as the years went by, to one of no­
bler possibilities, where hls great facul­
ties will find conditions so much more 
fit for their exercise and expression, is 
nothing to be sad about but rather a 
matter of joy.

The Rev. G. F. Freemantle, at Tol­
lington Park Church, referring to the 
near end of Mr. Gladstone’s earthly ca­
reer, said: “Oh, thou greatest of all 
great men, would tliat thou couldst lin­
ger a little longer with us! Would that 
we could but hear the music of thy 
voice once again! Speak to us, ere thou 
biddest us farewell forever! It seems 
hard for us to have to realize that at 
last thou hast fulfilled thy mission—thy 
work is done!” is the pity not rather 
wanted for the minds which are so full 
of so much pathetic sadness, who, look­
ing Into the "dim unknown,” see noth­
ing but an end! Where “thou art at 
rest” and "thy work is done!” "Fare­
well forever” is not the right note.

For the new birth of Mr. Gladstone, 
or of any other who has lived a long, 
useful life, we should have nothing but 
FEELINGS OF JOY AND GLADNESS 
Universally there is great joy at the 
birth of a child who has arrived in the 
fullness of time. All preparations are 
made to welcome the new comer with 
gladness, and the only anxiety is at the 
possibility of its non-arrlval, or that any 
accident should arlsejn mar the pleas­
ure which at such a time vibrates in 
the heart of everyone. So, why not, 
when the birth into spirit life takes 
place in the fullness of time? Joy that 
another soul is born to greater things 
than were ever possible to it while so­
journing here!

To die young, before one’s work is fin­
ished, or may be well begun, is “sad,” 
not only because of the evils which 
might fall on others in this civilized 
country as the result of such calamity, 
but because the want of experience ou 
this stage of life’s drama means being 
less fully equipped to

PLAY ONE’S PART WELL
In tbe next. But to “cross the bar” at 
high tide, when the storms are all lulled 
and the peaceful swell of tbe ocean Is 
carrying us lovingly out of danger, and 
when those who were dependent are 
out in the open, steering their own 
barque on the sea of life; to get freedom 
from the physical poverty of age, and 
satisfaction when tbe soul is hungering 
for the regenerating air of tbe other 
side, Is not a mtter of sadness by any 
means.

Mr. Chamberlain, at the Civil Service 
Dinner, referring to "the passing to his 
rest of the greatest statesman of the 
age or of our generation,” said, “Now 
he is followed by the sympathy, tbe re­
spectful sympathy, of all his country­
men,” is, I think, giving the truer ex­
pression to the feelings of all right 
thinking mon and women. •

Sir John Lubbock says, “The best of 
us is just a sentry at bis post.” Aud 
Mr. Gladstone, having Ailed his watch 
with credit to himself and to the main 
army, is withdrawn from sentry rank 
and sentry duty to occupy a higher po­
sition with the goodwill of all whom be 
walked sentry for. Death having made 
him free, let us heartily, not sadly, wish 
him all good wishes for success in his 
new career, and work so that the day 
may soon come when all men shall real­
ize not only the beauty, but tbe value to 
humanity of a long, well-spent-life!

A JUNIOR QUAKER KITCHEN CABINET FOR $5 ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL
A quadruple 8llv»r-Plat*d Twpotfworlh $5, FREE with Every Cabinet 
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For Sale at this Office. Price, Cloth, 50c.

“Who Are Tnese Spiritualists and 
What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
40 pages by Dr. J. M. Peebles, the well- 
known author. Price 15 cents. For 
sale at this office.

“Human Culture and Cure, Marriage, 
Sexual Development, and, Social Up­
building.” By E. D. Babbitt, M. D., 
LL.D. A most excellent aud very valu­
able work, by tbe Dean of the College 
of Fine Forces, and author of other im­
portant volumes on Health, Social Sci­
ence, Religion, etc. Price, cloth, 75c. 
For sale at this office.

“The Religion of the Future.” By S. 
Well. This Is a work of far more than 
ordinary power and value, by a bold, 
untrammeled thinker. Spiritualists who 
love deep, clear thought, reverent for 
truth alone, will be pleased with it, and 
well repaid by its perusal. For sale at 
this office. Price, cloth, $1.25; paper, 
50 cents.

' “The Dead Man’s Message," an occult 
romance by Florence Marryat. The 
author's wide experience in Spiritual­
ism and her study of occult science 
have prepared her to -write this romance, 
which will be found laden with gems 
picked up in the course of her investi­
gation and studies. Cloth $1. For sale 
at this office. -

From the Agnostic Jour­
nal, London, England.

THE EXISTENCE OF A DEITY.
Man has always sought to discover n 

cause for things. In the dawn of human 1 
reason be saw, or thought he saw, i 
divinities in natural phenomena. 
"Either fire, or wind, or the swift air, 
or circling stars, or raging water, or the 
luminaries of heaven, were thought by 
men to be tbe gods that rule the world" 
Is the description of that time given by 
tbe writer of "The Wisdom of Solomon” 
(xili.).

FROM FETISHISM, 
man drifted into religion. As science, 
or the knowledge of things, advanced; 
as the reign of law and order revealed 
Itself, though slowly, to man’s growing 
intelligence, the need seemed to arise 
for combating a new belief which 
threatened to resolve the Kosmos into

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES. '
Have you promised yourself tbe rare pleasure 

reading thia beautiful work by the good old tlidi 
writer. HudaouTuttle? Price. 50 cents. Contains a 
Ono portrait of Ute author. For sale at this office

POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE
By Lizzie Doten. Those poems SCO M 

sugar. Price 11.00. ”

Tlie Development of the Spirit
After Transitlou. By the late M. Faraday. The orf« 
gin of religions, and tbeir influence upon the mental 
development of tbe human race. Transcribed at 
request of a band of ancient philo&oiiiers. Pried 
10 cents.

THE SOUL,
Its Nature, Relations and Expression lu Human Em- 
bodimenca. (liven through Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich, 
mond, by her Guides. A buck that every one who ft 
interested lu relncm nidlon should read. Price 11.00.'

Romanism and the Republic. 
ebB0&ri>^ “’ A' “^ ^

STARNOS.
By Dr. Della E, Davis. A rosary of pearls, culled 

from the works of Andrew Jackson Dana. Intended flm lltrhl nnJ ——--- . .an automaton. Because all things eon- ■ tor the light mof 
tinned as they were frqm the be- *trlckeu heart. Price so cents. “•trlckeu heart, Price so cents.
ginning, men were fulling to see in
them the workings of a 
power. Then it was

superhuman

THAT RELIGIOUS SOULS, 
conscious of the divine in man, and 
fearful lest morality and virtue would 
perish were it generally believed that 
no god was immanent in nature and 
humanity, sought for proofs that he did 
indeed exist. Tbe early church fathers 
(Tertullian, Clement, and Augustin), 
insisted that man had an Innate con­
sciousness of God which he had put in 
their souls, and which It was Impossi­
ble to get rid of. These men argued 
from tbe religious sense which they 
themselves possessed in a large degree; 
but tbe argument was, of course, 
worthless to those who had no such 
sense, for the spirit alone can discern 
tbe things of tbe spirit.

Anselm, a later father of tlie church, 
says (In his I’roslogian), that tlie idea 
we have of God is of

THE ABSOLUTELY PERFECT; 
and he then maintains that we must 
conceive of tbe absolutely perfect as 
objective aud actually existing—else It 
would be imperfect us lacking the con­
dition of existence. But here, again, an 
innate idea of God Is assumed; and the 
proof attempted to be based upon it, of 
(rod’s existence, is addressed only to 
those who have such an Idea and do not 
recognize Its assumption.

As tbe wonderful order, aud the 
NO LESS WONDERFUL BEAUTY, 

of tbe universe, unfolded themselves to 
man’s perception, the evidence of de­
sign seemed to manifest Itself. Stu­
dents noticed that all things appeared 
to work together for a common end; 
that each power bad its purpose, each 
natural agency Its appointed course. 
Reasoning from the recognized fact 
that all human actions were but the

OUTCOME OF HUMAN WILL 
and design—bidden, may be, from ac­
tual view, but, nevertheless, trans­
parent iu the results—these men argued 
that the evident design In tbe world of 
natural phenomena betokened a De­
signer—an Intelligent Will—who first 
created, and now upholds, all things by 
Its power. When we see a book we at 
once assume that the words and sen­
tences did not, of Hteir own accord, fall 
into their perceived relations. Wc know 
intelligence inspired them. So tbe vol­
ume of nature suggests to us intelli­
gence of an incomparable grandeur.

LOOK AT THE SIMPLE ACORNL 
The countless number that beautify 
our oaks year after year, are each and 
all living germs, admirably adapted for 
the exigencies that may happen. There 
is no chance work bere! Either oue of 
them, if subjected to those surround­
lugs which iu nature are proper to such 
germs, will develop into a tree of one 
particular kind. A certain order of 
events, and a certain relation of those 
events to one another, may be predi­
cated with certainty of each acorn. 
Here, surely, is evidence of a most in­
telligent design; and the whole world 
teems with such illustrations.

It has been well said that if the world
WERE A MASS OF DEFORMITY 

and misery; If all flowers were black 
and exhaled offensive odors; if animals 
were hideous, and all things in a state 
of contradiction and confusion, the 
term Atheist would be unknown. So 
wretched a state of' things would in­
evitably be ascribed to some malignant 
deity. '

But the caso is otherwise! The world 
is clothed with beauty, and yet

SOME DENY A CREATOR.
Happiness is, or at least may be, our 
lot, yet men fail to recognize the spring 
of happiness. But we must still bear in. 
mind, that though the evidence of de­
sign is strong, it is yet only a presump­
tive proof that an'Intelligent will first 
formed and now sustains alk

The Occult Forces of Sex
BY LOIS WAISBROOKER.

This admirable work consists of three pamphlet! 
embodied In oue volume, in which questions of great 
Importance to the race are discussed from the stand* 
point of au advanced social reformer. Price 60 centa. 
For sale at this office.

~V0LNEYOiNS~
—AND—

THE LAW OF NATURE, 
A TO WHICH IB ADDED .’.

Volney’s Answer to Dr. Priestly, n Biographical Nollet 
by Count Daru, and tbe Zodiacal Signa and

Constellations by the Editor;
Also, a Map of the Astrological Heavens < 

the Ancients.

Printed on heavy paper, from new plates, fn large, 
clear type, with portrait and Illustrations. One vol., 
post8vo. 248 pages; paper, W cents; cloth, 75 cents.

This la undoubtedly one of the best and moat useful 
books ever published. It eloquently advocates (he 
best Interests of mankind, aud clearly* points out the 
sources of human ignorance and misery. The nuthor 
Is supposed to meet In the ruins of Palmyra ?a appari­
tion or phantom, which explains the true principles of 
Bocietv, aud the onuses of both the prosperity and the 
ruin of ancient states. A general assembly of tuq 
nations Is at length convened, u legislative body 
formed, the source and origin of relicion, of govern- 
Infnt and of laws discussed, and tho Law of Nature-* 
founded on justice and equity—Is fluidly proclaimed 
to au expectant world

THE VOICES.
By Warren Sumner Barlow. The Voices contain 

poems of remarkable beauty and force. They are 
most excellent Price ll.OJ.

“AN INTERESTING BOOK. “
Tbo Candle From I’ndcr tbe Bushel; or Thirteen 

Hundred and Six Questions to the Clergy. By Wm. 
Hart. Price Scents.

God in the Constitution,
Bv Robert G. Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colo­

nel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover, with like- 
Dean nf author. Price. 10 cent*: twelve copies f»r#t 00-

THE QUARANTINE RAISED.
Or the Twenty Years Battle Against a Worker 

Ended. By Moses Hull, Price 10 ceniu. For sale 
at this office.

Salt-Contradictions of the Bible,
One hundred and forty-four propositions, theological, 

moral, historical and speculative: each proved affirm­
atively and negatively by quotations trom Scripture, 
without comment. Price 13 cents.

Views of Our Heavenly Homa
By Andrew Jackson Davis. A highly tOfiBrestillg 

work. Price 75 cents. Postage 5 CODES*

Out or the Depths Into the Light.
By Samuel Bowles; Mrs. Carrie E. S. Twing. me­

dium. This little book will be read with Intense In­
tercet by thousands. Price 25 cents.

Health and power
A handbook ot Cure and Haman Upbuilding by thn 

rid of new, relined and powerful method, of nature ,
B. D. Babbitt, M. D., author of “Prtoclplea oi! 

Light and Color ” “Philosophy of Cure,” etc. Frlct^ 
cloth. 95 cents; Leather. 33 cents. .

Real Lite in the Spirit-Land.
Given inspirationally by Mrs. Maria M. King. You 

will not become weary while reading this excellent 
book. Price 75 cents.

THE SPIRITUAL BIRTH,
OR DEATH AND ITS TO-MORROW.

The Spiritual Idea of Death, Heaven and Hell. By 
Hoses Hvi.l. This Pamphlet besides giving the Spir­
itualistic Interpretation of many things In the Bible— 
Interpretations never before given, explains the 
heavens and hells believed In by Spiritualists. Price, 
10 cents. For sale at thl e office.

TALLEYRAND’S
LETTER TO THE POPE.
' Thli work will bo found especially Interesting to all 
who would desire to make a study of Romanism and 
the Bible. Tho historic facts stated, nnd the keen, 
scathing review of Romish ideas and practices should 
be read 8yall. Price, 25c. Sold at this office.

JOAN, THE MEDIUM.
Or, the Inspired Heroine of Orleans. Spiritualism 

as a Leader of Armies. By Mobeb Hull. This is at 
once tbe most truthful history of Joan of Arc, and 
one of the roost convincing arguments on Spirituality 
ever written. No novel was ever more VhnlUngly in­
teresting; no history more true. Price in cloth, 48 
cents; paper cover, 25 cents. For sale at tbU office,
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SHE RECEIVES A COMMUNICA­
TION FROM THE OTHER WORLD 
THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF 
FRED P. EVANS, THE NOTED

• SLATE-WRITER.

She Conducts an Investiga­
tion.

V

An M. D. Relates a Very Curious Ex­
.................. perience.

(Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio. ' ’

QUESTIONS
^ ANSWERS j;
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This department is under the management of

HUDSON TUTTLE.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let­
ters. Full name and address must be given, or the letters 
will not be read. If the request be made, the name will 
hot be published. The correspondence of this depart­
ment has become excessively large, especially letters of 
inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely 
give whatever information I am able, the ordinary court­
esy of correspondence is expected. . '

HUDSON TUTTLE. ?

KU 
r-

John Price, Ellioisburg: Q. I send you a printed 
sheet of 1860, written by Andrew p. Smolnekar, in wliich 
the following prophecies occur; as I think you niaintaiil 
the power of prophesy possible, I would like your opinion 
of these: ■

“There will be a great destruction in this country as 
there is in Europe, if it shall not be stopped by receiving 
and spreading our mission of peace. According to our 
knowledge, whoever is elected president he will.be a curse 
to this republic without a knowledge of what has been 
performed in our mission to the nations. The measure 
of iniquity is so filled in this country, that if it does not 
break out before, it must break out during the next pres­
idential administration, if not prevented by elevating the 
people from the existing degradation and corruption upon 
the platform of this message.”

A. Dr. Smolnekar was elevated by his critical studies: 
to a high place as Professor of Biblical Literature in the 
Catholic church. Like many others susceptible to spirit 
power, he was pushed on, out of that church into Protest­
antism, and then he stood alone. Like all others who 
have thus come out of the churches, tlie old forms and 
methods.of expression cling to him, the wine of^ new 
thought is retained in the old goat skin bottles. Yet of 
liis mediumship, and the correctness of his forecast of 
events there can be no doubt. That there was a great 
and prolonged effort of a band of spirits to avert the aw­
ful struggle of the rebellion has beeu again and again re­
iterated in spirit communications. In Abraham Lincoln 
they found a mind they could in a great measure mould 
to their great purpose, and through and by him they 
nearly reached the mark of their high aim. His death 
was the direct result of counteracting forces which at the 
last moment gained ascendency.

. ' Geo. A. Wood: Q. (1) Wien did the orthodox re­
ligion originate; wliat was the beginning and what did 
they call themselves? .

(2) How many different religious beliefs are taught in 
the world to-day?

A. (1) The church at Rome, arrogating, falsely, to 
have been founded by Peter, and by its situation in the 
imperial city, reflecting the prestige of the capital, 
claimed to be the central church, and its bishop became 
known as papus, and at length as pope. It also set up the 
claim that its doctrines and power made it more than Ho­
man; it was the universal, or catholic church. When the 
patriarch of the Byzantium began to assume equality of 
power, the dissensions of the churches of the cast and 
west, hastened as much as any other cause the downfall of 
the empire. Until the eighth century there was only one 
acknowledged head of the Christian church, that of Cath­
olic Romanism, although there were numerous schismatic 
sects. Then with the division of the empire came the di­
vision of the church, and the Greek church became almost 
as strong as the Catholic.

The name Protestant came into general use in 1529, 
after the Edict of Spires, as designating all those denom­
inations whieh protested against the pope.

(2) All denominations or sects differing from tbe Cath­
olic, arc called schismatics. The more noted in the early 
times were the Ebionite, Novatian, Militian, Arian, and 
these continued until the consolidation of Catholic power 
enabled that church to crush all who doubted or opposed. 
Since the Reformation the.activity of thought caused by 
its liberation has given rise to almost countless sects, dif­
fering on slight shades of doctrine, yet vindictively op­
posing each other the more as the differences of faith 
were less.

The number of these may be stated from one to three 
thousand, as the distinctions are given greater or lesser 
weight. However, there is not more than a dozen great 
and well-beaten Protestant thoroughfares said to lead 
heavenward. The others are slight deviations drawn 
from the forced or ignorant rendering of scripture texts. 
All these Protestant sects, in the eyes of the true and only 
Catholic Christian church, the church that retains all the 
traditions of the fathers, and the early beliefs sacred,-as 
having been supposed to come in unbroken descent from 
the apostles themselves—arc damnable heresies leading 
direct to perdition.

About all there was of the primitive Christian church, 
the church as it stood consolidated by the centuries 
down to Luther’s time, was the very principles he and his 
Protestants protested against.

T. N. Travis: Q. (1) Is Father Chiniquy yet in the 
body?

(2) Is Molly Fancher yet living, and how is life main­
tained in her case?

(3) Does Theosophy deny spirit visitation, and does it 
teach that Spirits lose their individuality between pe­
riods of reincarnation, and also lose all the experiences 
gained in a former embodiment?

A. (1) Father Chiniquy is yet able to do earnest bat­
tle against the superstition of the ages as embodied in 
Catholicism.

(2) Molly Fancher yet remains a mystery to the med­
ical profession, and setting to naught the theories of sci­
ence. She is a demonstration of the superiority of spirit 
over matter. Her life is maintained because there is 
such a slight draft made on the functions of her body, al­
though her spirit is intensely active.

(3) There is such a wide difference in belief between 
those calling themselves theosophists, that it is not possi­
ble to define their belief as a whole. Many are Spiritual­
ists, while others are not. The spirit must remain the 
same individual, and retain its former experiences, or the 
purification and progress for which this reincarnation is 
performed would be defeated. All recollections, how­
ever, between the states is lost. This must be held in 
order to rebut tlie evidence of the senses. Many claim, 
however, to have more or less faiiit memories of former 
states, when they were famous personages, kings emperors 
or sages. None have memories of having been laborers 
or vagabonds I Sometime, in the last embodiment, all 
the experiences will come back to memory and make up 
the final character. In the parental Theosophy, this last 
Hate is reached, at the same time the spirit meets final ab-< 
sorption in the bosom of infinite nothingness. * -
! —----- H-I——

FOLLOWED BY A VOICE. SOURCES’OF FRAUD. CATHERINUINYARD.

I was raised near the town of Ottumwa, Iowa, and until 
almost eighteen years of age I had not been out of the 
county of my nativity. During the summer of my 
eighteenth year, 1886, 1 went to my uncle’s place near 
Council Bluffs. In the fall of that year I was aware of 
being followed by an invisible something which flitted 
from tree to tree, or bush to bush, mailing a noise similar 
to a katydid and somewhat louder at times.

This noise was incessant and uncanny. I found by a 
close search that it was not a bird or a katydid,1 or any 
other t hing viable. This made me think of ghost stories 
and I felt uneasy and nervous. So at the beginning of 
winter I went back home.

I remember that winter of hearing that noise in a leaf­
less tree in which a bird could not have hidden, and 
neither could such a thing as a katydid have been there; 
this was double proof and it queered me. • .
• . The noise ceased'then for the winter; it always did that 
way, and began next spring. It got louder and louder as 
the years went by.: ■ .

In 1889 I went to Texas; during that year I ex­
perienced a trance. It was near 9 o’clock at night, some 
time in August, that I was lying on a cot, wide awake, 
when I began to feel strange. I placed my hand over my 
heart to see if it was beating regularly, when it made two 
or three hard beats and stopped.

I then experienced the sensation of dying. A warm 
sensation passed over my body, then came a chilly sensa­
tion, oh, so cold. Then I was unconscious for an instant; 
then it seemed that I became conscious but separated 
from my body, and some unseen power ushered me into a 
strange deserf country, where the light was dim like star­
light. : ’ :

On that desert plain I saw an uncountable number of 
black rocks.- As ‘soon as I had noticed these tilings 
there came a bright) sun-like figure rising above the east­
ern horizon. Before it had reached the zenith it had 
changed to a human form. This figure said with a loud 
voice: “Arise, dead.” Then all the rocks op the plain- 
assumed human form. They were as black as coal. I 
was held by an unknown power far above the plain, and 
at this juncture was forcibly returned to my body.
*• I slept none that night. Under the strain of tliis 
vision I joined the Baptist Church in 1890.

I returned home that year, my parents living in Mis­
souri at the time. During the summers of 1891 and 1892 
my companion, the “voice,” grew louder. I hoped to get 
away from so ghostly a companion, so I went to Califor­
nia in December, 1892, thinking that such a long ride 
would carry me away from that strange noise; but no, it 
only seemed to aggravate it. ’

hi the summer of 1893 the Christians (Camphellites) 
were holding a revival in a tent in Anaheim, California. 
I went down there one day and joined them. I was 
working that year for a farmer, W. J. Smith, some four 
miles from Anaheim. On the evening of the day that I 
joined that church I rode from the farm in a road cart 
with a friend to the camp-meeting. All the way along 
the road I heard the “voice” flit from tree to tree and 
from bush to bush, uttering a warning cry. However I 
went right along. Wien I came to tlie tent door I saw 
a large crowd of men and boys outside about the door of 
the tent. The “voice” angrily and warningly flitted to 
the top of the tent. Lfound a seat in the crowded tent 
and sat down. The “voice” suddenly became as loud as a 
mocking-bird or whippoorwill and assumed a position 
right above my head about ten feet from the ground.

The crowd outside suddenly became quiet; most of 
them left. The people sitting near me became pale with 
fear, and it seemed as though my heart was in my mouth. 
This noise lessened when 1 started away.

I came back to Missouri in 1894. In 1895 I began 
studying medicine under the instruction of a doctor who 
used to live near my jiresent postoflice. One evening 
while I was staying at the doctor’s house, he being gone, 
his wife and I were alone, she heard the “voice,” and 
noticing that it was uncommon, she asked me: “What 
kind of a katydid is that?” But I quickly turned her 
attention from it, for fear she would become scared.

At the medical college at Keokuk, Iowa, during the 
term of 1895 and 1896, 1 became acquaintd with two stu­
dents to whom I told my psychic'experience. One of 
them borrowed a book from the town library, called “The

•enenee.

Law of Psychic Phenomena:
trary, calle<

I read the book and saw
tliat my case was like that of Socrates and bis daemon.

During the last two winters “raps” or knockings have 
“evolved” iu my presence until lately they are tolerably 
loud. They make no replies to questions. "

I would like to know how to get sensible answers from 
the questions I ask them? ■

Ever since the memorable night in Anaheim, I have 
grown suspicious, and at last disgusted with the church. 
Finally went over to freethought. I have my own ideas 
about these strange tilings. ’

I could tell you of several other strange things. Other 
people may tell stories, but I know that the above ex-
pcrienco is true. • B. S. M.

SOME SIGNS AND SUPERSTITIONS.

If a slat falls out of the bed, it is a sign of coming 
riches. .

When working in pastry never cut the dough with a 
knife.

Many icicles hanging from your house are a sign of 
wealth. ”

If you sing while making bread, you will cry before it is 
eaten. -

To forget to put coSee in the coSee pot is a sure sign 
of a prize.

If a cork pops out of a bottle suddenly, you have an un­
known enemy. •

■When one breaks a pair of scissors it is a sure sign of a 
divorce in the family.

If the door key persists in getting rusty, some friend is 
laying up money for you. ‘ • - ■

If a knife be thrown oS the table and falls on its back, 
it is a sign of a wedding. ’

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to Old Records.” 
Told by Paul Carus. This book is heartily recommended 
to students of the science of religions,' and to all who 
would gain a fair conception of Buddhism in its spirit and 
living principles. Spiritualist or Christian can scarcely 
read it without spiritual profit. . Price $L For sale at 
this office.

“Social Upbuilding. Including Co-operative. Systems 
and the Happiness and Ennoblement of Humanity.” By 
E. D. Babbitt, LL. D., IL D. This comprises the last 
part of Human Culture and Cure. Faper cover 15 cents. 
For sale at tliis office. - 1 . - •

“Religious and Theological Works of Thomas Paine.” 
Contains his celebrated “Age of Reason,” and a number 
of letters and discourses on religious and theological sub-. 
jects. Cloth binding, 430 page?. Price $1. For sale 
at this office. . '

“Karezza. Ethics of Marriage.’’ By Alice B. Stock­
ham, M. D. Price, $1. Fop sale at this office.

1 “The Watseka Wonder.” To the student of psychic 
phenomena, this pamphlet is intensely interesting. It 
gives detailed accounts of two cases of “double conscious­
ness,” namely Mary Lurancy Vennum, of Watseka, Ill., 
and Mary Reynolds, of Venango County, Pa. For sale all 
this office. Price 15 cents. - turer upon physical, physi
•. Mature Cure.” By Drs. M. E. -and Rosa C. Conger. Demonstrator of the molec^-. ,
Excellent for every family. Cloth* §1.50. For sale at nature. Scholarly, masterly, trenchant. P; 
^jis office. For sale at this office. -

American Civilization.” By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, lec- 
' ’ ' ’ \ iiologlcal and psychic science,

[ecular or-spiritual hypothesis of 
’ ’ ’ ■ Price 25 cents.

Laws of Cause and Effect in 
Deception.

To the Editor:—The war waged 
against fraudulent and deceiving me­
diums of late asgjts greatly iu purging 
Spiritualism of ^tenders, and a great 
deal of misunderstanding entertained 
by church go-erg, (q general; but the 
question lias nyvgy been raised: How 
did these Instruments in the hands of 
the angel host (the media) ever lose 
caste and practice dishonesty? Now the 
dishonesty practiced in most cases are 
effects, the causes of which we may try 
to trace; and such causes hold good in 
materializing as well as iu other trance 
mediumship, to-wit; As a rule, a trance 
medium is at first unconscious, or near­
ly so; theu what is given is subject to 
conditions of the sitter, the media aud 
the ones controlling; and in most cases 
.w.here truth is sought, truth will be 
given. Later on, said medium becomes 
more .conscious under control, and the 
sitter may lie overanxious to obtain 
full data and’ tidings, aud tests extreme­
ly explicit; and the ■ communication 
given partakes of the channel it passes 
through. Still later lu the experience of 
the medium he or she becomes nearly 
conscious of all there is said, and at 
times feels that the communication 
given Is unsatisfactory to the sitter; but 
in order to satisfy, the medium in try- 
lug to explain or enlarge in flowery 
words may add inferences which may 
not be Intentionally misleading, but at 
times prove, effectually so.

Again, thismedlum has to earn a living 
through the course his or her destiny or 
the angel world , has pointed out, and 
advertises to tliat effect; but sickness 
aud unfavorable surrounding condi­
tions becoming A bar to spirit control; 
still it was advertised, and there is 
bread and butter'to earn, and Said me­
dium will give what is termed “im­
pressions"; aud here the first great mis­
step is taken, foy the bright, truthful 
control will be supplanted by spirits of 
a lower order, who do uot think that 
prevarication and guess-work is a lie. 
These spirits then will impress such 
medium that they deem slight prevari­
cations harmless, aud the medium in 
turn draws hls or her control from that 
class; hence we have mediums who are 
very reliable at some times, and very 
unreliable at others; but If they are
once deceiving, they must 
stamp of “fraud.”

bear the

Now if our test mediums were paid 
by Spiritualist organizations, like the 
orthodox preachers are treated, and not 
having the gaunt wolf of hunger stand­
ing at their doors, then there would be 
no excuse for deception. Mediums, as 
a rule, when cogfilalnt of what is said, 
will try to please'; ty nil I hope that only 
few use deception1 from love thereof.

For more thaq;8(jl years I have been 
an earnest student of Spiritualism, 
without the ism,1 and I have found the 
above facts to tatt^’bue witli the other; 
aud also found iflaHnediums, as a rule, 
have more to ccftit/nd with from neo­
phytes iu Splrltflaiiffiu than from hon­
est orthodox idVestigaiors. These 
first-named ones aft1 tlie ones who In­
fest mediums with ’ misleading ques­
tions, and they invariably receive a lie 
in return, or th# sbne material they 
brought; and theft tlley cry "fraud!” I 
pity a falsifier mbre than I condemn; 
but who can WQUde% that deception is­
sues from these .sensitives at times, 
when1 many bf.'W offes visiting them 
are teeming with tlie wild restlessness 
of the stock bolird, the modern courts 
and bars, the legislative halls aud the 
tricky politicians’ deus; and remember, 
tliat each one brings bls own Spirit 
friends, be they ex-gamblers, preachers 
or thieves.

I thank my destiny's star that I was 
never blessed with any perceptible uie- 
dluniistic gifts for tlie unthinking ones 
to ridicule, aud for pharisees to despise. 
All I wish to Impress upon the reader 
is, “Search for truth, aud you will find 
it;” and if you have outgrown the eat­
ing of dead hogs, dressing for show 
mainly, valuing gold above honor, parti­
sanship above patriotism, defending a 
criminal offering a big retainer, doing 
good for reward only, thinking yourself 
better than you are, and using policy in 
your dealing with your fellow-man, 
then throw the first stone.

C. J. JOHNSON. 
Pocatello, Idaho.

The Sunday Telegraph's photographic 
studio is the scene of many strange ex­
periences, but nothing more odd than 
an incident which happened [he other 
day has probably taken place at any 
gallery.- Catherine Liuyard was one of 
the figurants and the other, Fred P. 
Evans, a psychist from the Pacific 
coast. ■

Miss Liuyard is not a believer in Spir­
itualism, but consented to pose with Mr. 
Evans in a demonstration of slate-writ­
ing before the camera. Several who 
have claimed to give an expose of slate­
writing have given their version of the 
art before the camera, but this is prob­
ably the flrst time that any oue claim­
ing to produce the manifestation has 
consented to do so under conditions per­
miffing of photography. The seance 

' took place under the usual glass sky­
light, which excluded only the direct 
rays of the suu aud seemed to render 
impossible any attempt at trickery.

As a first step a number of ordinary 
slates were produced from which Miss 
Liuyard selected two, which she care­
fully cleaned with a cloth, after exam­
ining carefully for any trace of writing. 
One was laid on the table and placing 
thereon a small piece of pencil, Mr, Ev­
ans covered it with a second slate, fas­
tening the two together with a rubber 
baud. He then directed Miss Liuyard 
to write upon a slip of paper without 
permitting him to see It, the name of 
some deceased friend from whom she 
desired a communication. This was 
done, and the paper slipped, writing 
side down, under the band. After a 
short pause, during which the sound of 
writing was heard, the slates were un­
fastened, and It was found that oue 
side had been covered with a commu­
nication, incomplete iu Itself, and again 
two slates were fastened together aud 
subjected to the same test. This time, 
when the slates were again examined it 
was found that both were covered with 
writing completing the communication 
begun on the flrst, which Miss Liuyard 
declares treated of matters whieh could 
not have come to the knowledge of Mr. 
Evans, and signed by the frend whose 
name she had written on the slip of 
paper.

Once more slates were fastened to­
gether, and this time a general commu­
nication was received, done in several 
colors, and later a message purporting 
to come from Edwin Booth, was found 
on another slate.

On the first slate the message was 
written in an easy, flowing hand, and 
however it was produced, certainly in­
duced au uncanny feeling in those pres­
ent in the gallery, for the surroundings 
were certainly uot conducive to manip­
ulation of the slates, and as far as 
could be determined by those present, 
were open to no suspicion, Mies Lin- 
yard lu particular was greatly amazed 
at the success of the experiment, for 
she had previously expressed her skep­
ticism at any practical results being se­
cured under these or any other condi­
tions, and when she began the seance, 
made many laughing comments on the 
foolishness of attempting to secure any 
communication from the spirit world 
with au unbelieving camera looking on. 
—New York Telegraph.

Leonora Palmer Shull passed to splr- 
It-llfe, from her home in Allen county, 
Ind., on Sunday, May 29, 1898, aged 55 
years nnd 8 months. Deceased has been 
an ardent Spiritualist for many years. 
She leaves four children to mourn her 
loss in the physical form, but conscious 
tbat she is often near them in spirit 
The jvrlter officiated at the funeral.

F. D. DUNAKIN.

TRIBUTE TO A. E. TISDALE.

Presented at a reception In Boston, by 
Dean Clarke. “

With honors due, we greet our brother 
As brethren should greet one another, 
And, as a tribute just to pay, 
We offer him this humble lay.
An unpretentious, modest man,
He has achieved what few men can, 
And well deserves the high regard 
Which Is true manhood’s just reward.
Though long deprived of outward sight, 
He now has ample iuward light, 
And though the paradox seems queer, 
He is in fact a wondrous seer.
Kind spirit friends, who love us all, 
In hls misfortune heard him call, 
And In hls youth came to hls aid. 
And soon, of him a speaker made.
Hls Inspirations high and grand, 
Have made him noted through our land, 
And he must be a stupid wight ’ 
Who does not hear him with delight
Hls words are not mere empty sound, 
But symbols are of thought profound, 
Yet, though hls thought has range im­

mense, ,
All that lie says 1£,common sense. - 
Although he wlelds> a. mighty hammer, 
He never breaks the<feules of grammar, 
Hence, he as speaker always “draws,” 
And is an honor to- our cause.
Though not a ^preacher, church-in- 

‘ stalled, ' • '
He sure is one whorUGod has “called," 
And one whom angels now employ 
To preach “glad Quit s of great joy.” 
With “spirit gifts]} mbst richly blest, 
He ranks as spealierlfmong the best; 
And what was best in Nature’s plan. 
He’s more than speaker—lie's a Man.
No blessings need we‘ask to fall, 
For many of them tome from all 
Who’ve listened to hls silver tongue 
On which with rapture they have hung.
The angels who are with him now, 
Have twined their chaplets ’round 

browt ’ . . -
So let us mortals bring a crown . 
Of well-earned honor and renown.

his

•The Bridge Between Two Worlds." 
By Abby A. Judson, This book is ded­
icated to all earnest souls who desire, 
by harmonizing their physical bodies 
and their physical bodies with 
universal nature and their souls with 
the higher intelligences, to come Into 
closer connection With the purer realms 
of the Spirit-World. It is written in the 
sweet spiritual tone that characterizes 
all of Miss Judson's literary works. 
Price, cloth,-$1; paper, 75 cents.

'‘Nature Cure.” By Drs. M. E. and 
Roaa O. Conger. Excellent for every 
family. Cloth, $150. '

At Downey, California, May 22, 1898, 
Jesse Scott passed to spirit life, aged 75 
years. Funeral services by Dr. An­
drews, of Los Angeles. He was burled 
In Greenwood Cemetery, with his com­
rade soldiers. WM. B. MORRIS.

A. W. Pierce, of Londonderry, Ver­
mont, threw off the mortal to put on 
immortality, May 30, aged 79 years, 11 
months and 4 days. A close student of 
nature, he early embraced tlie teachings 
of our harmonlal philosophy, and be­
came one of our most earnest defend­
ers. He leaves a wife and ten children, 
all honored members of society, scat­
tered from Vermont to California. 
Alonzo Hubbard ,of Tyson, Vermont, 
an Inspirational speaker, brought woras 
of cheer qnd consolation to heal the 
wounded heart and cause us to realize 
that death, rib-called, was robbed of its 
sting. D. D. WAIT.

Passed to spirit-life, May 28, at her 
home in Northville, Mich., Mrs. Mener- 
vla Smith, aged 60 years, wife of Mr. 
Asa L. Smith. It was the first Spirit­
ualist lecture ever given in the place, 
and a large audience assembled to lis­
ten to the funeral services conducted by 
Jlrs. Anna L. Robinson. XX.

Passed to the higher life, from hls 
home In Hardwick, Vermont, May 22, 
1898, C. N. Shedd, aged 79 years 9 
months and 4 days. He had added to 
hls faith, knowledge, he and hls wife 
having been true Spiritualists over 
forty years; so he was fully prepared 
for the change that awaited him.
He has passed through years to a ripe 

old age,
In the bodk of hls life there’s no blot on 

a page, .
And in heaven they placed another 

bright star,
When he passed through the gates for 

■him left ajar,
’Twas only transition to heaven from 

earth,
When he wakened and found ’twas his 

new spirit birth ' ’ " ।
In the land he had-dreamed of—a land 

just above, ■' \ ; .
Where all are. received and greeted 

- with love. -
O, sing not a requiem, one chord that is 

- sad, 1 1 ■ ■ ' • - .
But join with .the angels in feeling so

1 ' glad ' 1 ? . A . .
That a mortal has stranded hls barque

. on their shore, ■ ■ ' '
Where the pains of the earth-life can 

reach him no more. .
. ' S. S.N. '

“From Night to Morn, or An Appeal 
to the Baptist Church.” By Abby A. 
Judson, Gives anaccount of her experi­
ence ip passing from the old faith of her 
parents to the light and knowledge of 
Spiritualism. It is written in. a sweet 
Spirit, apd Is well adapted to place in 
the hands of Christian people. Price 
15 cents.

Containing a List of Valuable Publications for the 
Spiritualists and Truth-Seekers.

THOMAS PAINE. Was He Junius? A very interesting critical and 
biographical pamphlet by a scholarly author, regarding a great leader. .: 

Ry Wm. Henry Burr. Price 15 cents. ' 1 I
HISTORY of THE INQUISITION. Just the book for those seeking i n 

formation concerning that most damnable institution known in history-5 
the Roman Catholic Inquisition. By Cyrus Mason, M. D. Price 25 cents. ’ 
EVERLASTING GOSPEL. Consisting of q series of lectures, messages ••

• « Poeifls> written and delivered in public through the mental organism 
ot Mrs. Magdalena Kline. Price $1.50, postpaid, '
POEMS OF THE LIFE BEYOND AND WITHIN. From the poetic ini, 

spirations of many centuries and of different peoples Spiritual poetry 
translated from many tongues. By Giles B. Stebbins. Price $1.00. .
RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. A book for thousands who have been born

out of orthodoxy and materialism into the higher light of Spiritualism. 
By S. Weil. Price, cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. , '
OCCULT FORCES OF SEX. Three pamphlets embodied in one volume

Of great importance to the race, by an advanced social reformer. 
Lois Waisbrooker. Price 50 cents. * ■
GLEANINGS FROM THE ROSTRUM. It beams with rare gems ^ 

thought practical and profound. Sunshine and beauty in every sentence 
uttered. By A. B. French. Price $1.00, postpaid.

RELIGION, a profound philosophical treaties on this world-wide subject 
of contention. It is a good book for students preparing for the spiritual .

rostrum. By E. D, Babbitt. Price, cloth $1.10; paper 60 cents. •■ 
EVOLUTION OF THE DEVIL. The most learned, accurate, scientific and

I’W-^Ph'tol analysi8 of Bis Satanic Majesty ever published. By Henry / 
^aaWJ;'ie independent preacher of New York City. Price 25 cents. ■ ?
SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES, or “Le Bon Sens.” Testimony of q >

Catholic priest who abjured the Christian religion and asked God’s pardott : 
for having taught it. Price, cloth, $1.00; postage 14 cents. 1 ■ ’ j
SCIENCE OF THE SOUL. A scientific demonstration of tbe existence of 

the soul of man, the continuity of life and the actuality of spirit return, 
By Loren Albert Sherman. Price $1.00; paper 60 cents.
INGERSOLL'S GREAT ADDRESS on tbe life and character of Thoma# -■ 
I Paine, at tbe late Paine celebration in New York City. Price 6 cents; tea 
copies for 50 cents. •. .
VOLNEY'S RUINS and The Law of Nature. This is undoubtedly one o£ .

tho best and most useful books over published. It eloquently advocates 
the best interests of mankind. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. i 
ECHOES FROM THE WORLD OF SONG. A collection of new and

beautiful songs, with music aud chorus, iu book form. By 0. P. Long*.' 
ley. Price $1.00; postage 15 cents. ’
THE ELIMINATOR, or Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. Profoundly

reverent, but thoroughly radical; exposing the fabulous claims of ancient • 
Judaism aud dogmatic Christianity. By Dr. R. B. Westbrook. Price $1.50., 
HYPNOTISM. Its Facts, Theories and Related Phenomena, with explana­

tory anecdotes, descriptions and reminiscences. Largely a record of ox- 
periences aud observations of tbe author. By Curl Sextus. Price $2.00. • ) 
INFLUENCE OF THE ZODIAC UPON HUMAN LIFE. This book states 
I the simple principles of the Zodiac in simple terms, and in a manner highly 
interesting and instructive. By Eleanor Kirk. Price, cloth, $1.00. .)
NATURE CURE. This is an excellent book for suffering humanity. It;

simply tells how to prevent and cure the ills of the flesh in a natural way)' 
By Drs. M. E. and Rosa C. Conger. Price, cloth, fancy $2.00; common $1.5oJ 
KAREZZA. Ethics of Marriage. A plea for a better birthright for cbiU 

dren and a higher development of parentage through the most sacred 
relations, By Alice B. Stockham, M. D. Price, cloth, $1.00. - }
EDITH BRAMLEY'S VISION. A thrilling appeal to all who are interested-

in learning how the great forces of tbe Roman Catholic Church are seeking ' A 
to prevent the progress of liberalism. Price 15 cents. j
RESEARCHES IN ORIENTAL HISTORY. In four parts; the whole com- 'A

prising an earnest but fruitless search for a Historical Jesus. A volume I 
of 407 pages, bound iu cloth. By G. W. Brown, M. D. Price $1.50 ' ’
POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE. These poems arc full of soul inspire' t

tion—are real poetic gems; sweet with the highest thought. By Lizzie . 
Doten. Price $1.00.. ■
UNKNOWN LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. Since the writing of the New ;

Testament no book has appeared of os great importance to Christianity as ‘ 
this work. By Nicolas Notovitch. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper 25 cents. 
BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS, and the wondrous power which helped or 

made them perform mighty works and utter inspired words. Personal 
characteristics of prophets and apostles. By Allen Putnam.' Price 75 cents. 5 
IIFE WORK OF CORA L. V. RICHMOND. An interesting book regard- A 
L ing a world-renowned inspirational lecturer, a pioneer worker in Spiritual- A 
ism. Compiled and edited by H D. Barrett. Price $2.00, postpaid. ' 
of the two spheres. By Hudson Tuttle. Price, muslin, $1.00; paper, 50 ctsy 1 
INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRITS. A real visit with friends on the other ' 
I side of life and a familiar talk. An interesting book. By Carrie E. SU^ 
Twing, medium. Price 50 cents. - ^’'2

STARNOS. A rosary of pearls, culled from the works of Andrew Jackson /A 
Davis. Intended to imbue the sorrowing and stricken heart with new 

inspiration. By Dr. Della E. Davis. Price 50 cents.

HISTORY OF ATHARAEL. Life in the Stone Age. The history ofV< 
Atharael, chief priest of a band of Al Aryans. Written through U. G. R 

Figley. Is very interesting. Price 30 cents. .

IMMORTALITY. A poem in five cantos. “If a man die, shall he live?’’^ 
is fully answered in beautiful style. A very interesting work. By W. S?'— 

Barlow. Price 60 cents. ’; ,
NEW THOUGHT. Volumes I and II, in all containing 863 beautifully -^ 

printed pages. Presenting the truth of Spiritualism in a very interesting . 
manner. By Moses Hull. Price, cloth, $1.50 and 75 cents.

GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll 
overwrote. Of importance to everyone. In paper cover, with likenesdYS 

of the author. Price 10 cents; twelve copies for $1.00.

HOW TO MESMERIZE. Ancient and modem miracles explained by mes-- A?
■merism. An invaluable work. By the late Prof. J. W. Cadwell, one of -^ 

the most successful mesmerists. PriceL paper, 50 cents. ’ ' f
OUT OF THE DEPTHS INTO THE LIGHT. This little book will be®

read with intense interest by thousands. By Samuel Bowles; Mrs. Carrie i > 
E. 8. Twing, medium. Price 25 cents. J-i \ >
UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. Old Testament stories comically

illustrated. Exposure by ridicule; exposure by facts. The stories .i i 
humorously told. By Watson Heston. Price, cloth, $1.50; boards #i;oo.W 
SPIRITUAL HARP. A collection of vocal music for the choir, congrega­

tion and social circles. By J. M. Peebles and J. O. Barrett- K HU 
Bailey, musical editor. Price $2.00. . ’ ’'frx^^
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL SPIRITUALISM, or a Concordance

of the principal passages of the Old and New Testament Scriptures which ^ 
prove or imply Spiritualism. By Moses Hull. Price $1.00. '
BIBLE AND CHURCH DEGRADE WOMAN. By Elizabeth':0Wy^

Stanton. Comprises three brief essays on The Effects of Woman Suf- A' 
frage on Questions of Morals and Religion. Price 10 cents. ' ' A
OLD AND NEW PSYCHOLOGY. Twenty-four distinct inspirational lec- 5

tores, delivered in New York, Brooklyn, Boston, Philadelphia, and other 
prominent cities. By W. J. Colville. Price $1.00. ’ -
ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT AND DESTINY OF MAN. A Scientific and

Philosophical Treatise upon a subject of which man never tires_ that of 
himself. By Thos. P. Fletcher. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. ' 
KORAN. Commonly called the “Alkoran of Mohammed.” Translated

into English from the original Arabic, with explanatory notes taken from - 
the most approved commentators. Price, cloth, $1.00. . 'ffi...-
LIGHT OF EGYPT, or the Science of the Soul and the Stars. A grand 

work of profound philosophical deductions, on a theme of great interest 
to everybody. Price $2.00. . . . ' .
INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS before the New York Unitarian Club. The 
I first lecture of an Infidel before a Christian Association. One of his 
best. 12 pages, neatly printed. Price 6 cents; ten copies 50 cents.

SPIRITUAL SONGSTER. A collection of thirty-eight Inspirational Songs, 
adapted to popular music, for the ase of congregations, circles and 

families. By Mattie E. Hull. Price 10 cents, or $7 per hundred. 1 
THE WORLD'S SIXTEEN SAVIORS, or Christianity Before Christ A 
I W to all the sacred mysteries of the present religions and their Oriental 

formation. By Kersey Graves. Price $1.50; postage 10 cento.

will.be


JUNE 18, 1898.

5

f

PORTftNT!

|B. C. E. WATKINS,
|> - —THE—

FAMOUS GHRONIST
OF AYER, MASS.

Bum Gurus!
Small Doses!

fiend age, name la full, and two 2-cent stamps and 
leading symptom, and we will send you

feA Diagnosis of Your Case Free,
#nd we will try and make the price of treatment right 

jfeto you. Remember, please, that we do not wish to 
stake your case unlc^ you are dissatisfied with your 

I i jFescnt treatment. Do not ask OUR opinion of this 
doctor or that ouo, because we never express an 
lipin ion, nor have we any oue connected with us that 

ty ^ allowed.to speak ill of any one or even to express an 
■A opinion. Svc know some doctors do so, but wc do not.

, The day of shot-gun prescription Is past; drastic 
drugs In largo doses will not be given ten years f?om 
now, We believe in the certainty of medicine and in 

| ; specific medication, but specific medication requires 

I SPECIFIC DIAGNOSIS. 

I;’"-Be who understands the action of drugs, and who to 
P gifted with the power of correctly diagnosing. Is th? 
K; guccesBful physician to-day.

Specific Medicine!
^ No Drastic Drugs !
F?/ ' —-----------
t A Book ou “Chronic Disease' 

' 0ent for 2-cent Stamp.

G.E. WATKINS, M. D„
AYER, MASS. *

I DR. C. E. WATKINS’ 
Rli to I

B
Health

Horne
K^TblS 1b In fact a large Sanitarium; only been 
Ij^Opened a ebort time, yet it 1b a most pronounced sue- 

cese. DR. B. W. BANKS, tbe greatest Healer tbe 
kn/wdrldbas ever had, bus joined DR. WATKINS 1n this 
•/fraud work, and 1b at tbe Home six days In tbe week. 
P/Write us and we will tel! you all about our new 
fejUWthodp of cure that we use at the Hqme.

B DR. C. E. WATKINS,
. AYER, MASS.

ANNUAL CONVENTION
K ©f the New York State Spir-
I: Itualists’Association.

K The first annual convention of the 
- New York Stalo Spiritualist Associu- 
^tiontlou was held in the city of Roehes- 
kiter, N. Y., May 27 aud 28, 1808, and 
[^■though in the midst of our Golden Jubi- 
L.lee, and only oue of many centers of at- 
Ktraetion, was well attended, and great 
lAinterest manifested.

The address of Welcome was dellv- 
pbred by G. W. Kates, of Rochester, and 
l^jwas answered by Moses Hull, of Bitf- 
ligralo.
Ife.’.The following delegates were present: 
L'Anburn, Mre. S. C. Ellis; Batavia, Dr. 
IfcGeo. Houghton; Brooklyn, Herbert L. 
PjWhltney; Cortland, H. C. Sessions; 
p-Eagt Aurora, H. W. Richardson; Ilam- 
i?burg, Miss Eliza Walker; Hannibal, 
ji-Lester Louis; Hornellsvllle, Stephen 

CoBton; Jamestown, E. W. Sprague and
I'y Mrs. C. A. Sprague; Malone, Mis. S. G. 
l&Beyce; Moravia, Mrs. Mary W. Jayne; 
P Potsdam, Mre. E. E. Ewing; Syracuse, 
I'lMts. M. H. Cowan; Wellsville, Homer 
|<!A. Elliott; West Potsdam, Mre. Laura 

’A. Holt. Thirty-five individual mem-
ISSbers were also present.

Prof. A. E. Whitelaw, of Brooklyn, 
Legate ns some very flqe violin solos. 
K Adresses were delivered.by J. J.

Morse, of London, Eng.; George B. Col- 
P by, of Florida; Dr. Spinney, of Mich- 

jgan; G. Wr Kates, of Rochester; Moses
I Hull, of Buffalo.
I The following officers were unani- 
I ‘ mously elected for the ensuing year: 
I J, President, Frank Walker, Hamburg; 

first vice-president, Mrs. Carrie E. S.
I;. Twing, Westfield; second vice-presi- 
I dent, Mrs. Tillie U. Reynolds, Troy; 
I:, secretary, Herbert L. Whitney, Brook­

lyn; treasurer, H. W. Richardson, East 
ly’Aurora. Trustees: Dr. E. F. Butter­

field, Syracuse; James R. Stone, Waver­
I ly; W. Wines Sargent, Brooklyn; Mrs. 
■ S. Comstock Ellis, Auburn.
I The motion was adopted that a vote 
t Of thanks be extended to the Banner of 
■ Light, Evolutionist, Tbe Progressive 
K Thinker, Light of Truth and other splr- 

itual papers for their courtesy In print­
fl Ing notices and other articles of Interest 
■Mo State Association; also to the daily 
■ . press of Rochester for fair and extend- 
Ijed reports. Also to the owners of the 

Chamber of Commerce Hall for tlieir 
■^donating it to the State Association, 
■o-free of expense.

Twenty-five societies have joined the 
■JL.Stftte Association during the past year.

Thirty Individual members joined the 
■■^Association during the convention.
■- There are still on the books in unpaid 
^..'Subscriptions, $385.

Five societies have been transferred 
K from the National Spiritualists' Asso- 

elation.
• Tlje Spiritual Educational and Pro- 

K^iective Union donated to the NY. 8. A. 
K S. a fund to be kept separate and apart 
■tj to bp known as the S. E. P. U. Heme 
K Fund, $18.50. They also donated a cash 
K'.balance of $0.i< and all books and their 

Seal, the Union having disbanded.
■ife From its organization the N. Y. S. A.
■fc'S. has received from all sources the sum 

of $731.53. Total expenditures during
B Same period, $765.86. ,

Subscriptions were pledged nt the 
BSftochester meeting to the amount of 
1^1248.

Received cash at convention from 
K all sources, $157.75.

Total disbursements of our Rochester 
■Kjconvention, $185.88.

Respectfully submitted, ■■ '
■ HERBERT L, WHITNEY, 

f ' Secretary. ’
■053 Madison street, Brooklyn, N. I.

DONLEY’S ONSLAUGHT
t Is Unreasonably Broad 

and Sweeping.

To the Editor:—The cause of truth 
demands that some notice be taken of 
the radical position assumed by Mr. 
Ooouley as published iu No. 443 of The 
Progressive Thinker.

There is no class of persons more de­
sirous of knowing the truth and hold­
ing to it, anq who detest fraud in me­
diumship, than Spiritualists. It is sim­
ply an insult to the intelligence of the 
thousands of that class, aud in­
vestigators of the phenomena, to as­
sume that they are uot competent to 
discriminate iu tlie matter, but must 
confide in the teachings of one like the 
above, who makes the assertion that he 
has “failed to find oue physical medium 
who even believed that spirits returned 
to give physical manifestations." Think 
of that. Is it ignorance of the subject, 
or is there some other motive back 
of it? .

Again he makes the broad assertion 
that, “I have honestly aud earnestly 
sought for truth from every available 
source, and have the honor of knowing 
many of the physical mediums, slate­
writers, and spirit artists of Chicago, 
and know their methods; I have spent 
hours of time iu their company. I have 
had sittiugs, been the recipient of nu­
merous methods from their hands 
whereby the public are deceived and 
duped. I have parted with good U. S, 
coin for mediumship; and I"stand ready 
to duplicate tlie work of auy so-called 
independent slate-writer, spirit artist, 
materializing, trumpet or physical me­
dium in Chicago, New York, Boston, or 
elsewhere.”

We do not need to quote more than 
the above from his pen to show his 
animus towards some of the best evi­
dences attainable of the reality of spirit 
return, or their manifestations.. Such 
wholesale, indiscriminate accusations 
of fraud against mediums, public and 
private, is not worthy of respectful no­
tice, except, when given such publicity 
much injustice is doue to .the cause, if 
not refuted.

If sincere in the matter, wiiy is lie not 
explicit enough to give the names of 
the alleged impostors and specify par­
ticulars? We don’t want generalities 
in so important a matter.

The fact is that simulation of spirit 
phenomena does not militate against 
the genuine, and if one would have us 
believe, as this man assumes to, that 
there is 110 genuine physical me­
diumship, he should explain how the 
tricks are done, and let the intelligence 
of the investigating public decide 
whether they are duped or uot. ■

Hermann, Kellar nnd others have 
shown how they account for the man­
ifestations, and the so-called explana­
tion only goes to strengthen faith in 
what is received through genuine and 
honest mediums. The conditions are 
entirely different, as all Impartial in­
vestigation has substantiated.

The writer has had the privilege of 
witnessing materializations through no 
less than thirty different mediums for 
that phase, and some of the seances re­
peated scores of times; also had sittings 
for independent slate-writing and spirit 
art, with no less than a dozen for that 
phase; and many times repeated, re­
ceiving grand results.

Being somewhat critical also, I have 
observed closely, aud have invariably 
been accorded the most satisfactory 
test conditions. This study has been 
assiduously followed up through a pe­
riod of over twelve years at many 
places far aud near, aud I can honestly 
say that I have run into very little so- 
called fraud; l( is hardly worth tnen- 
tiouing when one considers that most 
of that which seems so is either 
brought about by physiological con­
ditions, or on close study and investiga­
tion Is cleared up satisfactorily aud has 
a logical explanation ou the spiritual 
theory.

I have seen no explanation yet that 
explains away my experiences, or has 
shaken my confidence. I waut to be 
enlightened as far as possible, aud only 
seek for tbe truth wherever it may lead.

Mr. Coonley to the contrary, I wish 
to say, that one-tenth of the evidence it 
has been my privilege to receive of the 
fact of spirit life and the ability of our 
departed friends to return and identify 
themselves through physical and men­
tal phases of mediumship, ought to be 
sufficieul to convert the world, if only 
the people were ready to receive it. 
Aud that has also been tbe experience 
of thousands, as attested by numerous 
reliable reports published in our 
Spiritualist papers.

Let not tbe earnest enquirers and In­
vestigators lose encouragement by 
those pessimists who are continually 
harping on fraud, aud misleading the 
truth-seeker by their widespread de­
nunciation of mediums in general, the 
Instruments of the spirit world, while 
trying to make it appear that they are 
in harmony with the cause by smoothly 
writing columns of apologetic ver­
biage. Give the people the broadest 
enlightenment and then let common 
sense govern. CHAS. P. COCKS.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

^(Religious and.Theological Works of. 
Sibmas Paine.” Contains his celebrated 
Site of Reason,” and a number qflet- 

and discourses qn religious and th tv
Biblical subjects. CJoth binfllng, 430 
SSe*. Price |L For sale at this office.

THB ¥

ft LIBRARY.
The Spiritualist who commences now 

to form a Spiritualist or Occult library,, 
by subscribing for The Progressive 
Thinker and obtaining Ghost Land, is 
wise. If he reject this offer, his peigh- 
bor will soon advance ahead of him, and 
he will sneak over to borrow what he 
had not tbe enterprise to pay for. We 
think, in view of what we are doing, 
that The Progressive Thipker should 
visit every Spiritualist family in the 
United States. Commence now, we re­
peat, to form a Spiritualist or Occult 
library by subscribing for The Pro­
gressive Thinker.

TESTIMONIAL.
B. F. Poole, Clinton, Iowa—Dear Sir: 

—Find enclosed one dollar. Send Elixir 
of Life. I have received so much bene­
fit from the use of your remedies that 
I do not wish to be without them.

Very respectfully,
Eureka, Cal. MRS. T. Y. CLYDE.

DO YOU WANT HEALTH?
Send for Elixir of Life, No. 1. This 

is the best remedy known for the stom­
ach, liver, bowels aiid entire system. I 
will send one sample (only) to each per­
son, postpaid, for 10 cents. This trial 
package is sufficient for seven days.

B. F. POOLE. Clinton, Iowa.

PRICE OF THE “SEQUEL.”
Tbe price hereafter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be as fol­
lows: Three cents for single copy. 
Where five or more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and 
fifty cents per hundred.

GEAR IN MIND.
In sending remittances to .this office, 

write your orders on a single sheet of 
paper,.to file away for future reference, 
If you have anything to say to the ed­
itor outside of that, do so on a separate 
sheet. It is uot safe to send money in 
a letter; if it is sent that way, and lost 
in the course of transmission, you will 
be the loser. Do not send personal 
checks, as it costs 15 cents to get them 
cashed. Send postal or express order, 
or registered letter or draft payable in 
Chicago or New York, and there can 
be no loss.

Write names and addresses as plain 
as ordinary print, and mistakes will be 
avoided. 1

Faith and Hope Messenger
A thoroughly first-class Monthly Mag­

azine devoted to Philosophy and Phi­
lanthropy. Edited by W. J. Colville. 
This wide-awake periodical keeps in 
touch with all the live questions of the 
times, and it is a most Instructive fam­
ily companion. Subscription, 50 cents 
per year. Two sample copies sent for 
5 cents. Address "Editor,” 242 Hunt­
lugton avenue, Boston, Mass. 449

^ ^epderfal peefyl
1898. THE STABS SAY 1898.

A Phenomenal

THE FUTURE FORETOLD !

READ Ormsby's Almanac, Ephemeris, Busi­
ness, and Weather Guide, for 1898, and 

learn what the future has in store for the People 
of this Great Republic. Fifty-six Horoscopical 
Illustrations.

A Reading for every child born during the year 
Birthday information for all.

AU About Marriage!
When to marry, when to have children, and 

how to make them what you will.
All About Health!

This saves cost many times over. Price in 
paper, 50c. Cloth, ji.oa

Dr. E. A. Read, eminent as an ad­
vanced thinker, writes: "Brother Orms­
by’s Almanac came O. K. It Is .the best 
I ever saw, and its usefulness should 
not be overlooked by the general public. 
It is well worth the price asked."

OF INTEREST TO SPIRITUALISTS.
Anyone who is sick and failed to find 

relief, should send their name and ad­
dress (with stamp for reply) to Dr. J. 
CRAIG, Sacramento, Call., and I will 
(through spirit power) send you the 
cause and condition of your trouble; 
and after I give you a correct diagno­
sis, if you wish help I will make my 
terms within your reach.

N. B.—The above advertisement is for 
tbe benefit of suffering humanity, and 
if you know of any one who is sick, and 
is skeptical, show them tile above ad. 
and I may convince them of the truth
of spirit return. 448

“After Her Death. The Story 
Summer." By Lilian Whiting.

of a
No

iss?

POSITIVELY
GORE 

GftRONlG 
DISEftSES )

THIS is an important statement. Its 
importance is due to its truth. Thou­
sands have testified to their personal 
knowledge of its accuracy. From week 
to week we have printed voluntary tes­
timonials in the columns of this paper, 
believing that the

FAITHFUL, 
TRUTHFUL 

STATEMENTS

of our patients would appeal with 
greater force to sufferers than anything 
we might say, no matter how stated, 
nor with what fidelity of word-painting 
we. portrayed the facilities possessed by 
us for tbe cure of these cases.

This is a day of facts. People do not 
care for theories. It is the man of 
knowledge who is in demand. Our 
success in.

CURING 
. CHRONIC 

DISEASES

has made repeated enlargement of our 
offices necessary, until to-day we possess 
the finest and largest offices devoted to 
the treatment of Chronic Diseases. Our 
work is now carried! dw with a prompt­
ness and accuracy whiah Is surprising, 
considering its magnitude. We possess

EVERY IM- - 
PROVEMENT

AND FACILITY

which can be of service in our work.
The success of our work is best por­

trayed by the voluntary statement of 
our patrons. A few follow:

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Doctors:—My brother Is well. 1 think he 

doesn’t need any more medicine. Thanking you for 
what you have done for him, I am,

May 27,1888.

Respectfully yours, 
Miss Lizzik Shanks, 

Ft. Benton, Montana.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Doctors:—I have not written for a long time. 

I feel well and do my own work, which I have not 
been able to do before in over three years. 1 do not' 
need any more medicine. I am so thankful for what 
you have done for me.

May 27, 1899.

Very respectfully, 
Mbs. C. 8. Payne, 

Webster, S. D.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Friends:—I am feeling so well 1 want to thank 

you again for curing me so quickly. Since taking 
your medicine I have fleshed up so I And it quite 
difficult to get my dresses to fit mo.

Yours respectfully,

May 27, 1898.
Mbs. A. Moeano, 

Eastport, Me.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Doctors:—I have been taking your medicine 

for one week and feel one hundred per cent better.
Yours respectfully,

A. D. Edwards, 
349 Prospect St., Cleveland, O.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Doctors:—It has been some time since I wrote 

you. I have improved wonderfully In the past few 
weeks. I thank you most kindly for what you are 
doing for me. * .

with best wishes, I remain, your patient,

®»KBW
ASTONISHING!

DOCTOR A. B. DOBSON 
Still Heals the Sick Through 
the Mediumship of . . . . .

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker.
If you wish Good Health 

should apply to her.

As a Spiritual Healer 
No EquaL

With her Magnetized 
diseases that flesh 

to are cured.

DR. W. M. FORSTER,
1059 MARKET STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

She

you

Has

Herbs all 
is heir

Send three two-cent stamps, age, sex, 
lock of hair and one leading symptom, 
with full name and plain address, and 
be convinced of the wonders of spirit 
power by having her

NAME YOM CASE FREE.
Address all Mail to

Mrs, Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 132. SAN JOSE, CAL.

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
Ib the oldest aud most successful Spiritual Physician 

now in practice- Hls cures are
THE MOST MARVELOUS

of this age. Hls examinations are correctly mode, 
and free to all who send Ulm name, age. sex and lock 
of hair, and six cents In stamps. He doesn't ask for 
any leading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn’t need 
any. Address

: J. S LOUCKS, M. D.,
85 Warren st., fltoneham. Mase. 450

MRS. G. PARTRIDGE,
The well-known Paychometrtot aud Business Medium­
Readings personally, by letter or photograph #1.00- 
Three reasonable questions answered by mall for 
25 ce^U Address 54 N. 52nd ave., Chicago. Psycho­
pathic treatments. 877 tf

Mr. and Mrs. Hatfield Pettibone,
MEDIUMS,

8155 Groveland avenue, Chicago. Ill. Phenomenal 
Seances given in full light. All seances by appoint­
ment every Tuesday and Friday evenings, at 8 o’clock 
sharp. Developing aud Magnetic Treatment a^peclal- 
ty, Private sittings from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. dally. All 
correspondence with stamp enclosed promptly an­
swered. 480tf

DR. J. SPNSON
PSYCHOPATHIST,

And hto Spirit Band treat ail disease!—physical and 
mental—at auy distance, without medicine: also de­
velop Healers. Testimonials from all over the United 
States. J. C. F. Grumbine and Willard J. Hull recom­
mend him. Bend stamp for pamphlet, terms, etc. 
1728 Clinton avenue, Minneapolis, Minn. 447

INSPIRATION’S VOICE.
A music book complete for the Spiritualist’s every 

use. The finest music of any collection known, with 
suitable words. 50 cents, and postage 10 cents.

486tf H. W. BOOZER, Grand Rapids, Mich.

iWWW^WWWWW^FWWS 
vairs Mexican Hair Restorative!

A HAIR FOOD 3
’ Superior, Wis. Oct. 12,1897?
■Mexican Medicine Co. 4
’ My Dear Sirs—Please send me another’ 
abottleof Vans Mexican Hair Restorative.^ 
kI had been bothered for years with dandruff,’’-------- — ........ .w. jmu.o »v»ii# uuuuiuy, 
JUiy hair was gray and rapidly falling out.i 
’From the first application I have not been 
^troubled In the least with dandruff, andafleri 
’using half a bottle my hair stopped falling^ 
gout, and although quite gray, to my surprised 
’has turned to its original color. 1
l Most sincerely yours, A. L. TULL, I
f Pastor First M. E. Church?
J ONE DOLLAR PER BOTTLE (
# Agents wanted in unoccupied territory . 

-Mexican Medicine Co. CHICAGOFd&4lfc4l£idada4SAjsLAKMS2uS^^

Consultation by Letter Free
Send Postage Stamp for Reply.

CORRESPONDENCE AviTED.

No “Lock of Hair” or “Leading 
Symptom” Required.

The following 1# taken from the flan Francisco 
“ProgreeB” of November 7,1805:
J'yiiyes ws great pleasure to quote, from tho Light

Truth commendation! of California and Califor­
nian#. In a late Issue we read: ‘We note with pleas­
ure the continued success of our friend and brother, 
PrL?V' #“\ Forster, of Bau Francisco, California. 
California has become noted for its mediums; and 
although Dr. Forster is not a native of the United 
States, tbe people of California have learned to claim 
a promdetory Interest in him just as if he were a 
‘native sou.' We hear good reports of him from all 
quarters, and It gives us much pleasure to add our 
endorsement to tho many accorded this gifted 
medium and educated gentleman.”

A LOOK OF YOUR HAIR.
If sick or ailing, send a lock of your 

hair, name, age, sex, leading symp 
tom, four cents postage, and I will dl
agnose your case and tell you what 
will cure your ailments. Address

DR. J. O. BATDORF,
Dept. F., Grand Rapids, Mich.

wait

ABSENT TREATMENTS
By the Use of Vitalized Flannel. 

Cui'es all Manner of Diseases.

Researches in Oriental History.
BY G. W. BROWN, M. D.

One Fol. IBmo, 407 Page*, Cloth, $1.50,

GENERAL. DIVISION.
1. RESEARCHES IN JEWISH HISTORY. 
». RESEARCHES IN ZOROASTRIANISM.
8. DERIVATION OP CHRISTIANITY. , 

/ 4. WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 1 
* The whole comprises an earnest but fruitless search 
fora Historical Jesus.

In this volume the Jews arc clearly showh not to 
have been the holy and favored people they claim to 
have been. The Messianic idea is traced to the Bac­
trian Philosopher, 2850 years B. C., and its history I* 
outlined, following tho waves of emigration, until it la 
fully developed Into Christianity, witli a mythical hero, 
at Alexandria, Jn Egypt, soon after the commencement 
of tbe Christian era. ^'-A”*-1 •• ^^ .

The book demonstrates that Christianity ana its cen 
tral hero are mythical; that the whole system la based 
on fraud, falsehood, forgery, fear and force; and that 
its rites, ceremonials, dogmas and superstitions are 
but survivals of so-called paganism. It shows vast re­
search among the records of the past; 1U facta are 
mostly gleaned from Christian authority; and no per­
sou can read it without Instruction ^nd profit, whether 
he reaches the same conclusions wltli the author or 
otherwise. For sale at thlLofllce.

"THE LYCEUM.”

Dr. A. W. Birkholz, the Healer.
Mbs. Many M?Babbxb, DeKalb, Ill., writes: "You 

remember I told you there was something growing 
under my short ribs. It is nearly all goue. I applied 
the flannel ae directed and eat for treatments every 
Tuesday and Friday evenings; and have felt hands ou 
my head. Send another vitalized flannel,”

Mbs. Emeunx Tklton, 108 Cherry street, West 
Newton. Mass., writes: “I have had absent treat­
ments from you for my cough and feei that I have 
been benefited."

Wm. Whibland, Edgar, Neb., again writes: “I am 
Blowiv improving; have been out door a little each 
day for the last week. Am gaining strength fast. 
My heart 1b stronger, and gaining, but Is weak yet. 
Have gained more in tbe last two weeks than In a 
year before. The last vitalized flannel did me more 
good than all things combined that I ever took, I 
shall do all 1 can for you."

Mhb, Wm. Lamiman, Clifford, Mich., again writes: 
“Please send me another piece of the vitalized flan­
nel, as I am better after using tbe Hat one."

August Rickert, Valentine, Nob., writes: "I re­
ceived your letter and flanuel, and am getting better. 
I can feel it. My pains arc getting less and 1 feel 
better every way."

Address

DR. A. W. BIRKHOLZ,
NEW BUFFALO, MICH,

INVALIDS
nr, no will sum) jour cents in 
rr #t#ap«, K#k <U>e#>#, «r irnpUni, wtllroculr# 

Mmpbl.t ud #drlc# naito oar, thamialTM vltbout 
drogK Tho THOMAS BATTEBT COMPANY, Cwd- 
iBgtVB, Ohio tf

MRS. M. L. GILLETTE, INDEPENDENT SLATE­
writer, 218 East 42d place, Chicago, 447

PSYCHOMETRIC HEADING,
By mall, one dollar. Address ANN S. PALMER
PAJLMITER, Lock Box 488, Kansas City, Mo. 447

I.M. LANPHERE.M.D.
Paralysis, Nervous Prostration, rheumatism and 

other Chronic Disease cured by Magnetic Remedies. 
Bend stamp, with lock of hair, age and sex, for free 
Clairvoyant diagnosis, P.O.Box?, Cambridge. VC. 400

1UW 8. F. DeWOLF, INDEPENDENT SLATE
Waiter and Test Medium, 241 Winchester avenue, 

Chicago. Van Buren cars, or Madison, transfer al 
Robey. Ladles' Circle, Thursdays $12. 447

COLLEGEOFFINEFURCES
-A-11 Institute of refined Therapeutics, Including the 

Suu Cure, Vital Magnetism. Electricity, Mind CurZ 
and a higher science of life. Chemical affinity and 
basic principles developed witli tbelr mumlou# am 
plications. Students lo four continents have taken ins 
course. The college 1b chartered aud confers tbe de* 
8rf°.0( ^" ^Oet°r °f Magnetics. By a system df 
printed questions students cau take the course and 
receive the diplomas at their own homos. Institution 

to 258 South Broadway, Los Angeles, Cal,- 
u™.8 granted under either the New Jersey or

# ;< ft charter. Send stamp for catalogue to
«1« E. D. BABBITT. M. D. LL D., Dean.

DR. MANSFIELD’S
HOMEOPATHIC MEDICINES 
^^^Y?11'11 c'»lr'oyaBtly tor each patient. Souf 
AGNO^R ^'i “« t I““ ’H»p‘o“ ror FREE DL 
Prr.t M c aU ^U^'°cd‘ Of Cu,e H- D- BoTOtl

‘ Jr1 ».A" £• ^ Sprague, Lymau C. Howe anti Mose. Hull RECOMMEND uuuvuun

W. A. MANSFIELD, M. D.
152 Cedar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio,

Mediumship Is a Growth.
Pbllosoplitcai Bplrttualten admit this. Twice t 

f0.r lwelve rear, 1 pave aat lor the Mgber un­
a R1 “ Pr«P“rutloB for this work ua a Healer. 

wX^&e^dV^^ 6,ami’“' “"“ ““fr

DR. J. A. BAILEY,
No. 142 Fifth Avenue, Clinton, Iowa.

NODRUGSUSED. NONE REQUIRED. 44Hft

BETTER THAN GOLD. '
Elixir of Ul’e Nos. One and Two
Curtail forms of stomach, liver aud kidney diseases 
also constipation. A sure cure for that tired, worn-out 
feeling. Guaranteed to assist your system to health 
month sent f ^#1 00°°^ Suffitieuc Quantity for on# 

One package of our Magnetized Compound for sore 
eyes or poor eyesight. Has been used and praised by 
thousands in an parts of the world. Bent for 60 centi 
or all three sent postpaid for $1.00, with Varma'S 
photo audios tractions bow to live 100 years.

Melted Pebble Spectacles;
ReeWreloH vision. Write for Illustrated Circulate 

. ? “t'e#111111 prices uud photo ol Spirit Varma.

vonrB«S ^el ed PeiMe Spectacle! as perfectly it) 
y : I? vour own home as It you were In my

Sr..®1 tfousatnls can testify. Seud stamp plmto. iY.ho^ Clinton. Iowa.

PSYCHE
Is the invention of a practical medium, under iplrll 
guidance, and h designed to develop mediumship, 
ii ky ^8 UBy« have received long communici- 
H»»8 tem Bp r11 frlend>. and express great satlsfad- 
tion. Price. #1, and 20 cents extra for expressage. 
bur flale at theolUceof The PboukrssiveThinkx^

Wanted-good man or woman
A0J<e.Ke8eAn ““■“rterytowu. Honest
Article, Good Seller. Will give von 

references. Address ‘ y “
LEKKO COMPANY, 
60 Dearborn St., Chicago.

OPIUM®®-h ■ Stopped a ton co
A bannteBj and permanent homo

euro. Trial treatment free on request.
Dr. J. C. Hotiman, 142 Isabella Bldg., Chicago, III.

ASTRAL READING
And your phase of Wcdiunu-hlp, with Instructions for 

aUo a copy of "The Path o Power.”
11. W. hays; “The reading whs correct. There were 
raps, uud 1 pul automatic writing tU first sitting." 
iA’1.1 ...dB,* of Wrt,‘ Blui 25 if mi (silver) tu URIEL 
BUCHANAN, Aurora, Mo. 449

PRACTICAL GUIDE TO Sl'miTl'ALISM. HEAL­
ing and Occult Science, with complete rules for 

Seances and Developmcnt-iS ccuu-by Professor 
Walrond, Opera House Block. Denver, Colo. 486tf

Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, 
Trance aud Business Medium. Sittings dally; hours, 
10 to 4. Residence, 3U01 Vernon av.. Chicago, 111.

Something New and Reliable
If sick, write me a letter stating the fac t, with age? 

name, sex and complexion aud six cents In stamps, 
au0 1 will tell you Just what your troubles are by 
Psychic Power; also a menus of a rapid cure. 1 need 
no hair or leading symptoms; your h iu-r la enough. 
Herballstlc RcmcdleB lu connection wltb Psychic 
Power. Address or call.

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,
35 Warren st., Stoneham, Mass.

YOUR FUTURE KXy M?^ 

Astrologer, Rooms 6 & 7 Tabor Opera Ibiiise Block, 
Denver, Colo. Charts from Bl. Send stamp for clrc.u- 
tore. «Hf

HOW TO BECOME A MEDIUM IN YOUR OWN 
borne. Will arm! u pamphlet gU Ing Instructions, 

delineate your phubeof mediumship, and a spiritual 
soug-book. All for 25 cents. Addiesa MILS. J. A. 
BLISS, Suu Diego, Cal. 458

College of Psychical Sciences.
To ensure satisfactory, penna urut unhddmctit iu 

Psycbuiuctry, Clairvoyance. Psychopathy. Inspira­
tion, Illumination, send u stamped, addressed envelope 
for booklet, terms, percentage of medial and hplriti|aj 
gif it, to J. C. F. Grumbine, author and lecturer, 7820 
Hawthorne avenue (Station Pi. Chlrugo.

"Clairvoyance: Its Nature aud Law of Unfold- 
ment." A work of Illumination. Tenches bow to 
pierce tbe veil of sense, to see spirits utnl unfold 
kdepttship. Price 13.50. Address tin* author.

J. C. F GRUMBINE.

A LOCAL, 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND

For Sale at Drugaittt.

SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT
Over a quarter of a cento rt 

before the public, flood for. 
*1 True Thtory of Catarrh*' 
mailed free.

DR. SYKES SURE CURE CO.. 
843 W. Madison St., CHICAGO.

J

In Memoriam, Rufus Ritten­
house. .

Rufus Rittenhouse, of Dubuque, la., 
was killed by Ills horse team running 
away and hurling him against the curb­
stone, on June 4, 1898.

Ills only daughter, by a strange coin­
cidence was passing in a street car near 
the accident, and arrived in time to 
have the awful experience-of holding 
the crushed head of her aged father a 
few minutes as he gasped bis life away.

Tbe funeral was held at his farm, 
June 7, when a large audience of 
friends and relatives gathered to pay 
their last respects to as honest and as 
useful a citizen as ever lived in Du­
buque.

He has been a liberal patronizer of 
Spiritual literature, and supporter of 
ipeetings, lectures aud public mediums 
for more than forty years.

' He lived and parsed away a Spiritual­
ist, and all who knew him felt bound 
to honor aud respect Rufus Ritten­
house. ._

He has written a number of poems by 
inspiration, and also published a small 
book entitled “Boyhood Life in Iowa 
Forty Years ago as Found in the Me­
moirs of Rufus Rittenhouse.”

There mourns at bis farm home a 
faithful wife, in feeble health, an only 
remaining child, Mrs. Mary Thorp, and 
the widow of a son, William Ritten­
house, who passed into the realms of 
progression eighteen months ago.

The funeral services were conducted 
by Mr. and Mre. G. F. Perkins, of Chi-
cago. CORR.

“Origin of Life, or Where Mau Comes 
From.” “Tbe Evolution of the Spirit 
from Matter Through Organic Pro­
cesses, or How the Spirit Body Grows.”. 
By Michael Faraday. Trite 10 cents. 
For sale at this office.

"Thomas Paine: Was He Junius?” 
Am interesting pamphlet by Wm. H. 
Burr. Price 15 cents, Fer sale at this

mind that loves spiritual thought can 
fall to be. fed and delighted with this 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com­
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading 
tho mind onward into the purer atmos­
phere; of exalted spiritual truth. A 
book tor the higher life. For sale at 
this office. Price, cloth. $L

"Poems or Progress.” By Lizzie 
Doten. In this volume, this peerless 
poet of Spiritualism may be read In her 
varied moo'ds, “from grave to gay, from 
lively to severe.” It Is a book to be 
treasured and richly enjoyed by all who 
love genuine poetry, and especially by 
Spiritualists. The volume is tastily 
printed and bound. Price $1. "

"Atlantis: The Antediluvian World.” 
By Ignatius Donnelly. Sums up all in­
formation relative to the lost continent 
of Atlantis. He regards the description 
of It given by Plato as veritable history. 
It Is Intensely Interesting. Price, $2.

“Religion as Revealed by the Mate­
rial and Spiritual Universe. By E. D. 
Babbitt, M. D., LL.D.” A compact 
and comprehepgive view of the sub­
ject; philosophic, historic, analytical 
and critical; facts and data needed by 
every student and especially by every 
Spiritualist Due of the very best 
books on the subject Price, reduced 
to $1. cloth; paper, 50 cents. For sale 
at this office.

"From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood 
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems 
of thought In poetic diction in this hand­
some volume, wherewith Jo sweeten 
hours of leisure and enjoyment; Price 
$1.00. For sale at this office.

“The' .Infidelity of Ecclesiastlclsm. 
A Menace,to American Civilization.” 
By Prof. W. M. Lockwood; lecturer 
upon physical, -physiological and psy­
chic science.. Demonstrator of the mo:, 
locular or spiritual hypothesis of na­
ture. Scholarly, masterly, trenchant 
Price 25 cents. For sale at this office.

"Origin and Antiquity of Man.” By 
■Hudson Tuttle. A masterly philosoph­
ical work. English edition,, nicely 
bound In cloth, fl. For sale at thia

May 27,1898.
Mbs. H. C. Button, 

Amacortes, Wash.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Doctors:—Tho treatment came to band 

Thursday evening, and I at once commenced to use It 
as directed. By Sunday morning 1 saw a great 
change In my condition. I was so much better In 
every way that I cannot find words to express it. I 
must say It is wonderful.

The Lyceum, devoted to the interests 
of the young, and to lyceum work, is 
published by Tom Clifford, at Cleve­
land, Ohio, No. 61 Willowdale street. 
Only, fifty cents per year. Every young 
person should have access to its col­
umns. In fact, all classes will find 
something of special Interest in it. It 
Is published weekly. Try it. 437tf

LESSONS IN PSYCHIC SCIENCE
Embracing Soul Culture, Clairvoyance, FsyobQinetry 
and Lawb of Unfoldment, For particulars aodrka
EMMA RUDER, 704 Central ave., Hamilton, O. 460

JUBILEE SOUVENIR.
Hand painted picture uf Hydesville Cottage In 

water colors, gold lettered title, bound with ribbon, 
very pretty. Sent by mall; puce 25 cents. A. W. 
MOORE. Artist. 16 Shelton rive.. HocheMer. N.Y. 452

May 21, 1893.

Respectfully yours, 
Mbs. B. 6. Bauson, 

208 Hampton BL, Easton, Pa.

ABSOLUTELY! CORRECT 
DIAGNOSIS.

With a thorough medical education— 
with the best of facilities, the purest of 
medicines, there is every reason for us 
to succeed; but theaSUttnctive features 
of our treatment isathe fact that we 
understand the causes .of disease and 
remove them.

Our diagnosis is absolutely correct. 
We have proven this times without 
number. It will beffnoje convincing to 
you, however, to send your

NAME, AGE, SEX; AND A LEAD­
ING SYMPTOM,

and receive by return mall a correc 
statement of your own case, which wo 
will send FREE on receipt of the 
information above mentions 1. "Your 
prompt acceptance of this offer may 
have an important bearing not only on 

’ your health, but upon your success.
Remember our address is -.- • ■ ■

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs
" BATTLE CREEK, MICH.

“Old Auntie’s... 
Yarb Tea,”-aS 
ion end positive cure for constipation, tor 
pld liver. #Ick headache, nervousness, loss 
of appetite aud sleep. IT TONES UP THE SYS 
TEH, removes “that tired feeling,” purifies 
the blood, overcomes functional disturb­
ances of female organism, and brings back 
the glow of health and high spirits to all. 
It is a scientific combination qf herbs, roots, 
aud barks in their natural state, in such 
proportions as to secure marvelous results, 
it cures while von sleep. Prepared and sold 
by &e HOUSEHOLD REMEDY COMPANY, 
SUITE 9, 70 DEARBORN ST., CHICAGO. Bent 
by mail on receipt of SO cents. Agents 
Wanted.

A SEX REVOLUTION,
BY LOIS WAISBROOKER,

Author of •‘Helen Harlow’s Vow," “The Occult 
Forces of Bex,” “Perfect Motherhood,” and many 
ether works. Price 25 centa^ For sale at this office. 

" THE AGE OF REASON ~
By Thomas Paine. Being an Investigation of True 

and Fabulous Theology. A new and complete edi­
tion, from new plates and new type; 186 pages, post 
8vo, Paper, 25cents; cloth, 50 cents. -

AN~ EXCETLENI^WORK,
TXEATH AND THE A TIER-LIFE, 

The”Stellar Key” Is tho philosophical Intro­
duction to the revelations contained in this book. 
Borne idea of this little volume maybe gained from the 
following table of contents: 1—Death and the After 
Life; 2—Scenes in the Bummer-Land; 5—Society In the 
Bummer-Land; 4—Social Centres In the Summerland: 
5—winter-Land and Summer-Land; 6-Language and 
Life In Summer-Land; 7—Material Work for Spiritual 
Workers; 8—Ultimates in the Summer-Land: 9—Voice 
from James Victor Wilson. This enlarged edition con­
tains more than double the amount of matter in fe# 
Bier editions, nnd Ie enriched by a beautiful fronns 
piece. Illustrating tbe “formation of the. flptritua 
Body." Cloth 75 cents. Poetage 5 cents. For mm 
at this office. . - ... r— i.

INaERSOLUSADDRESS 
Before the New York Unitarian Club. The first time 
Ln the history of tbe world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted Infidel to lecture before them. 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received .by tho 
Club with continuous applause from .beginning to end. 
The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed. 
Price 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. .

~ BIBLE OF BIBLES.
arKeroerGron#, IivmwtiiwP«nMKMnM*

A. HASENCLEVER, M. D.
Cures all diseases of long standing, no matter what 
your disease may be or bow many physicians have 
failed to cure you. He to assisted by a strong force 
of spirit doctors, who never fall in their diagnose. 
Patients can bo treated at a distance the same as boro 
In the city. Consultation by mall. #1.00. Office, 181 
W. Madison street, suite 323 and 324. Residence, 412 
W. Division street, Chicago. 111. 450

“ OBSESSION.
How evil spirits influence mortals. By M. Faradaa 

P.23. Price 10 centa.

mind reading and beyond.
By Wm. A. Hovey. 200 pages, with Illustrations of 

tho subjects treated upon, price 11.25.

INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRITS. 
Bj CarrtoB. 8. Twins, niedtaia. FriMSOixat#. j 

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES.
A Fascinating Work.

The readers of The Progrmstvi Teinkeb will r^ 
member the st6[y under tbe above title, by Hudson 
TUU16, which wm published in Its columnb. At the 
time, constant inquiries were made as to Ito appearing 
tnbOokform. This wish baa now been gratified. It 
makes a volume of 243 pages, In style and form like the 
"Convent of the Sacred lieart,” with a finely-engraved 
likeness of the author on the cover. Tbe Boones of the 
story alternately shift from earth to the spirit spheres# 
and the philosophy of Spiritualism, the occupation and 
modes of life of spiritual beings, are presented In the 
pleasing form of narrative.

The following are the chapter-titles: Introduction! 
The House of the Sage; Home of the Miser; The Low 
Societies; Hades; AlhrlBtmaBtlde In the spheres of 
Light; Cbrtohnastide and the Golden Gate; Tbe Un­
happy Marriage; Easter Day in Heaven; AVisltto 
tbe Barth; TbeChange Called Death; Coming to tha 
Knowledge of the W#ht; The Society Again Visits 
Earth; The Forsaken and Despised; Discussion; A 
Visit to a Distant Globe; Reunion In the Bplrit-world; 
Contentcdness Not Goodness; Address of the Sage. .

It 1b a book the Spiritualist will be delighted with; a 
book In which the investigator will find answers to 
ever-recurring questions; a book which will Interest 
tbe church member, nor repel the most prejudiced. 
The price In paper is W cents; muslin<1| postpaid. 

WJGToITOFW FUTURE"
BY S. WEIL.

Nicely furnised bed room to rent in A 
Spiritualist family, with m»c of parlor: one gent, 
fl.50 per week: two genu. 82. Including plain wish- 

ng nnd mending. 2417 Calumet av.. third tluor. 42#

SEND a CENTS AND DATE Of BIUTH. FOR 
Horoicope—Ovo questions an-wered. V. M.

DEVINE. Jefferson Fork. III. Boil®. 447

ASTROLOGY
Reveals posL present and future. * Trial Readings" 
24o, equals others' 91 horoscopes; <2 horoscopes re­
duced toll..‘*1; circulars and teHlmuulaH foraddreifl.
"CLAIRAUT." Watertown. S Y. 450

A Souvenir of the Jubilee.
1 have secured a copy of a fine picture of the Fox 

family and the bouse at Hydesville, which wa? on 
exhibition lu tbe Art Department of the Jubilee at 
Roebeater, N. Y.

Ercry Spiritualist Should Harr a Copy.
I will mail nicely finished cabinet photo of above to 

your address for twenty five cents In silver, or six 
copies for one dollar. F. N. FOSTER. 305 Tumpkins 
ave., Brooklyn. N. Y. W

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS
Taken by me. anti which were on exhibition In the 
Art Depart went of the late Jubilee at Hot better. 
N. T.. attracted universal attention. My circular, 
which I will mail to any address un receipt of a two 
cent stamp, will tell you how you can get one of 
thebe remarkable pictures by mall. Address

F. N. FOSTER,
805 Tompkins Ar?., Rrco\lyn, .V. Y.

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS.
Gathered from the Highways, By-ways end Hedges 

of Life. By Mattie E. Hull. This is a marvelously 
Dent book of selections from Mrs. Hulls best poems, 
sermon* and essays, and contains a splendid portrait 
of tbe author, also a portrait of Moses Hull. Price, 
neatly bound In English cloth, #1. For sale at this 
office. , .

Cloth, tl.». Paper, 60 cent#
This is a work Of great value, written by one of the 

keenest, most powerful and most truly religious 
minds of tbe day. it Is particularly a work whloh 
should be put into the bands of those who have freed 
themselves from th? dogmas of orthodoxy and from 
the dogmas of materialistic science, for it will 
strengthen the conviction of the free mind that mind 
and scuses are not tho whole of life.

The chapters reveal a new method In psychic and 
spiritual research. They show vivid glimpses of a 
stupendous moral cosmos that will supersede moral 
confusion; that only verifiable tenets can survive, and 
tbe childhood period of faith and fancy Will be super­
seded by knowledge and facts. For sale at this office.

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. ”
By Editor of the N»tlon»l with Preface huff Note, 

by PeterEckler, Illustrated with vlewi of the old 
FiIdc Homesteed and Paine Monument, at New 
Rochelle, also, portraits of Thoma# Clio Rickman, 
Joe Bartow, Mary Wollstonecraft,. Madame Roland. 
CoudorceUBrissot, and the mot promlntmtot Saint’# 
friends towrope wlAmrlc*. Ctotto W root#. . -

“THE WATSEKA WONDER.”
To tbe student of psychic phenomena, this pamphlet 

U Intensely interesting. It gives detailed account! of 
two cmcb of “double cousclonspew,” namely Mary 
Luraacy Vennum, of Watseka. UI., and Mary Rey­
nolds, of Venango county, fa. FarMbBt this office. 
Price 15 cent*.

THE DIAKKA.
'TWE DIAKKA AND THEIR EARTH. 
1 ly Victim#, by the Seer# A. J. Davis, to a very in­
teresting and suggestive work. It to an explanation d 
much that la false and repulsive in Spiritualism, em­
bodying a most Important recent interview with Jamei 
victdFwilflon, a resident of the Summer-hand. Prior 
50 centa For Mie at thU office .

HELEN HAELOWS VOW;
Or Self-Justice.

By Loir WsUbrookcr. Jiroy b»ve re*d this book, 
many hero re read 'J, and niiay other# out to rend IL 
It Should be read by every man abd woman in lire 
land. It shows the ta(,tiles rampant tn ebclc.y tn 
matters ot moral and social Import, and tbe wroiis) 
that now therefrom to Innocent rlctlm# or #oclB 

j ostracism. It contains a Ono llkeneM Of Un tutiiof.
Floe cloth, 380page#. Price 11.00 —-1
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