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A Brilliant Address by J, M. Peebles, M. D., at the Celebration of the Qolden Jubilee of

Spiritualism, Rochester, N. Y.

Many emotions, memories and con-

- glderation of vital importance, relating

1o the pnst and present—relating to this
grand Jubllee and its outcome, thrill
my soul to its very depths, We have
come to this modern Bethlehem from
the North and from the South, the East
and the West to review the past, to re-
joice in the present, and to plan work,
in connection with the higher heavenly
powers, for the incoming future,

The yesterday conspired to make the
to-day. Without the past the present
could not have been. For ages history
had recorded in brick aud stone, on
parchment, papyrus, and rock Inserip-
tions the rise and growth, the decline
and fal] of nations in Asin and Africa;
and later in Europe; but the history of
Amerlea remained a4 blank, its very ex-
istence being unknown to the swarming
Orient,

At length a new land was discovered.
Columbus, mooring bis ships on the
coasts of this continent, found it peo-
pled with millions of aborigines, who
with open hearts and hands received
the white newcowers., They at first
supposed these Spanish to be gods, but
soon found them to be ruthless in-
vaders—selfish demons, greedy for gold.
The cry of these Spanish Christians
was, “Your lauds, or a wual of ex-
termination.”

Later there flocked from Furope the
Hollanders, the Huguenots, the Scotch,
and the Puritans, a strange national
interblending. They fled from persecu-
tlon to become in time themselves per-
secutors. "Chey fled to a land magnfi-
cent in its resources; in its wide range
of climate and rich products; with skies
brilliant as those of Italy; winter re-
sorts, the peer of Cannes, the Reviera,
and Mentone; waters as healing as
those of Carlsbad and Baden-Baden;

-alr as healthful as Alglers and Kgypt;

plains as productive of breadstuffs as

the, valleys of the Nile and the Ganges|.

in thejr pnlmiest days; mines far richer
than ancient Golconda and Ophir; a
iand of furs in the North, and of orange
groves in the South; a land of progress,
of civil liberty, apd of human better-
ment; a lJand whose possiblities were 8o
vast that the wildest visionary did not,
and has not as yet scarcely begun to
comprehend the mighty outcome; and
a land where

“The sounding alsles of the dim woods
ring
With the anthems of the free.”

It was here that{ angels planned to
sow the seed, and plant the tree of life—
Modern Spiritualism. The Iox Sisters,
the discoverers and founders, were of
a$ little ote In the world as were those
historié women of old, who were “Last
at the cross, and first at the grave” of
the martyred Nazarene,

‘When the time for & new dispensation
had come, angel fingers touched the
electrje button. The Fox Sisters caught-
the echoing sounds, translated them,
and so demonstrated a future existence.
Materialism was struck dumb, and sec-
tarian orthedoxy sunk away, for the
hour, in grim dismay.

HALF A CENTURY AGO.

Fifty years since those mystic rap-
pings, and what marvelous changes!
Watchman, what of the night? Is the
star rising? Is the sun of truth in the
ascendaney? Are those that are for
us more than those that arc against us?
What have Spiritualists during the past
fifty years accomplished. What is the
real foundation stone of Spiritualism?
Do Spiritualists require any leaders?
Are scttled speakers desirable? What
questions have 8piritualists settled?
Has organization proven a success?
WWhat has been the character of spirit
influence upon the lives of mediums?
Have we any declaration of principles?
What does Spiritualism in the estima-
tion of the world stand for?

These inquiries, with others, quite, if
not more important, require considera-
tion and the best thought of the most
highly inspired minds constituting this
Jubilee Convention—each co-worker
present will no doubt speak as fear-

* lessly, as consclentiously, from his or

her standpoint. Personally, no padlock
shall fasten my lips, nor fear palsy my
tongue. “If the truth offend,” said St.
Jerome, “be ye offended.”” Peace, if
possible, is my motto, but the right, the
truth at all bazards. This is the voice
of all true manliness.

For many years I had no warmer,
nobler personal friend that Prof. 8. B.
Brittan, and often since his resurree-
tion out of -the mould of mortality into
the higher completeness of immortality
have I had the most direct and satisfac-
tory communication with him. He has
never bad any difficulty-in proving his
identity. Just before leaving the Pa-
clfic Coast, 4nd while having a sitting
with Mrs. Freitag, unexpectedly Prof.
Brittan announced his “presence, and
said in substence: .- .

“I sqe you are pondening and revolv-
ing in your mind as to what will be the
outcome of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
Modern Spiritualism. Doubtless it will
‘be an Important occasion, and one that
will fnterest. us Immortals, as you are
plearad -0 denominate us, quite as

much as it will yourselves, who are yet
clothed with mortality,. While assuring
you of my presence and that of others
of the old pioneers, who went forth
weeping bearing precious seed, I wish,
if you feel so disposed, that you would
make some use of one or more of my
positions while in the body upon a sim-
flar occasion. Inspired at that time, I
broached thoughts and expressed ideas
in advance of my period, causing con-
siderable controversy. Strangely as it
may seemn to you, there are spirits on
our side opposed to organization, and
others strepuously opposed to an inter-
communion between the two worlds.
Others still make use of the com-
municating channels for selfish and va-
rlous unspiritual purposes, 1 send
greetings of good-will to the Jubilee.”
This communication, elear-cut and
Brittan-like, reveals to us the jutevest
that resurrected souls take in thebetter-
ing of humanity, And why not, since
consciousness, memory and identity in

4nflux, immortality; because God s im-
mortality itself. 'T'his was original in-
volution, God s spirit, God is life
itself. God Is energy, Intelligence,
power, wisdom, and love—intinite and
unchanging,

Maun stands upon the very apex of the
carth’s organic pyramid, made in the
divine image. He is a finite spirit. He
ig the crowning glory of evolution, He
can say to sun, moon, and stars, you
may perish, but I, a thipking, consclous,
progressive being, shall live on and on,
traversing the immeasurable spaces,
eternally approaching, yet never reach-
ing infinie perfection.

The to-days largely fashion and
fusiction in the to-wsorrows. This life
is a school out of which we graduate
one by ene into & life of infinitely better
tacilities, And by an {nexorable law
we take the harvests of this life along
with us. Never can self get away from
conscious self. Though at death’s
door, we move up one step higher—we
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their decpest, widest sense accompany
them to those evergreen shores of life.

To be or not to be, is not the question
with Spiritualists. To be—to exist con-
sclously in a future life of activity, is
with them a settled question. They
know that the dead, so-called, are allve.
They know that these mortal bodies
are raised again only in the mosses, the
grasses, and the wild vines that twine
alike around tower and towbstone.
They know that those whom on earth
they loved, live as conscious identities
hereafter—live and love them stiil
They know these facts through spirit-
ual phenomena, through science, phil-
osophy, and the historic testimonies of
the ages. They know the higher truths
of Spiritualism through consciousness,
reason, the soul’s intuitions, and the
cultured judgment of the enthroned
Ego within—the divinity in humanity.
. Spiritualists are not materialists, for
they consider matter as littie more than
illusion. At best, it is only the covering
and temporary instrument of Spirit.
Spiritualists are not agnostics, for in
place of “We don’t know,” they have
insceribed in imperishable characters
of light and truth upon the portal of
their divine philosophy, “We do know!”
We know that the so-considered dead
are more vigorously alive to the activi-
ties “of growth and soul-unfoldment
than are the magses yet dwelling in the
fleshy tabernacles of mortality.

Job’s inquiry, “If a man dfe, shall he
live again?' is never asked or reiterated
by Spiritualists; and because man—
essential man—never dies! 1t is the
body, the physical temple only, that de-
cays. The body, however beautiful
and perfect, is in no sense the man, but
the machinery that-the spirit tem-
porarily uses in .accomplishing the va-
ried purposes that pertain to this pri-
mary stage of existence.. -

This moment I am' immortal! This
moment 1 am & conscious, individual-

|ized spirit, Hving in-a dual ‘world, the

'world of matter and the:ogver-arching,
infilling world.of spirit:"You, O, fellow-
pligrims, are all immortal now, clothed
in immortality.”- You are gods made in
the image of God.” '~ - L
The prophet, when standing.upon the
Mount of Vision, declared that “God
breathed into man the breath of life;”
that is, breathed Into him conscious
spirit, o ‘potentialized portion -of him-
self,. breathed into. man by the law. of

take consciousness, thought, purpose,
and will ‘with us. And this myself—
this yourself—this mortal status of at-
tainment in this present life, determines
our condition, at least temporarily, in
that new and higher stage of existence.

Cause and ecoffect are links in the
never-ending chain of being. There are
heavens of brightness over there and
bells of moral darkness. There are
prigsons there, primary reformatories,
higher schools, academic departments,
and universities of transcendent bril-
lancy in those magnificent mansions of
the angels. Examinations — self-ex-
aminations the most rigid, precede
graduations and promotions in those
higher etherealized realms of immor-
tality. Over the golden portal of those
celestial spheres is written, “Enter only
when thou art worthy.”

No thought is lost. Memory is the
recording angel, consclence, the un-
dying worm. And the divine inmost
Ego, the enthroned God within, is ever
saying to the self-conscious depraved,
“Depart, depart for further discipline”
—depart and only return for promotion
when bringing with yon garnered
sheaves. as harvested souls. Being
good, doing good, and in saving others,
we save ourselves, Salvation in all
worlds is of works.

“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our
stars, .
But-in ourselves, that we are under-

lings.”

And yet, upward all things tend—no

God’s mercy endureth forevet.

I can but trust that good shall fall
At last—far off—at last to all, -

“Not ope life shall be destroyed,

Or cast as rubbish to the void,

When God hath made the pile com-

plete.” - )
SPIRITUALISM IS OF GOD.

Bvery structure to be. permanent
must have a substantial foumdation.
And the foundation'of Spiritualism’is
Spirlt; in which are embodied con-

Trinity of Athanaslus. All of the old
churchianic ideas of God must. go.
They well became the babyhood period

of the races. But antiquity and its gods

Lare. all dead. Science and.reason ure

now- pusily. engaged in burying them.

star sets that does mot rise again..

sciousness, force, immutability. The.

But such modern-colned phrases to rep-
resent God gs “the causeless cause,”
“the underlying law,” “the infinite va-
rlety,” “the’ absolute reality,” *the
eternal force,” “the molecular polarity,”
“the indwelling jiotency,” “the infilling
energy,” fajl—all most effectunlly fail
In satisfying the reason’or touching the
soul's deepest emotions. A potency, a
presence, or an energy without intelli-
sgnce is only comparable to an all-

iffusing guas, or a boundless ocean of
gaseous ether..

A God without consciousness, intelli-
gence, wisdom, gnd love is in fact little
mere than provoging emptiness, Let us
away then with qll sephistiies, and say
with a straight-out manliness, Spirit—
Infinite Spirit is God, in which are cen-
tered life, force,. intelligénce, law—
everything that Is great and good and
beautiful. These exalted couceptions,
whilé carrying econviction, touch the
great heart of humanity and command
both confidence and reverence.

There are a few platform Spiritual-
ists standing upon the stilts of their
own fancy, who seem half afraid of the
very word God. Mention it, and they
fly back to the Jehovah of the Jews,
and Begin to furiously dilate upon his
anger, his jealousy, his commands to
“butcher the men, women and children
of the old Canaanitish nations.” But
stop!—I have sald nothing about the
Jehoval of the Jews, nor the Zeus of
the Greeks, nor the Jupiter of the
Romans, nor any other national deity.
I sald God—God whom Proclus defined
as Causution—whom Jesus pronounced
Spirit—A. J. Davis, the Great Positive
Mind, and whow Theodore Parker de-
nominated in tones most tender—Our
Father and our Mother too.” If the
ignorant confound God with Jehovah
or Jupiter, the thinker is not to blame,
If the depraved confound love with
lust, the socialist {8 not to blame., If
the unprincipled politicinn confounds
liberty with license and anarchy, the
statesman is not to blume. No man is
required to find both brains and com-
prehension for others. Spirit is Gad,
and Spiritunlism, therefore, is of God!

SPIRITUALISM: A SCIENCE.

What are our sonurces of knowledge?
Obviously, the facts of observation and
experience, as recognized by, and In-
terpreted Ly reasou,- .

We are all cobpselous of such sensa-
tions as color, hardness, acidity, form
and others, which feason arranges and
classifies. And accordingly, out of
these recognized facts of sensation we
construct our sclence of matter—
physies, in the broadest sense of that
word. And further, relying upon our
consclousness and our intuitions, we
determine that we are intellectual be-
ings and also religious beings., As a
correct classification of the facts ob-
served in the physical world in connec-
tlon with reason glves us a science of
the intelleet, or psychology; so from a
correct classification of the facts of
psychieal  or spiritual  phenomena,
which mno intelligent man, having re-
spect for his intellectual reputation,
now denies, we construct the science of
Spiritualisn.

It is not hypothesis—it is not assump-
tion; but it is demonstrated just as
definitely as any other sclence, by con-
sclousness, observation, experience and
soynd judgment. Spiritualists may in
minor matters dlsagree, The forms
and methods counected with Spiritual-
ism may change—the same Is true of
the science of geology, the science of
botany or chemistry, The whole ter-
minology and sclencé of chemisiry has
changed since my academic days; but
the laws and principles underlying
chemical action have not changed. New
discoveries, new phenomenan, and new
hypotheses are coutinually being con-
nected with or added to the science of
Spiritualism. But the corner-stone,
which is_ Spirit, remains fixed and
abiding.

Metaphysically speaking, occultism
or gpiritism under some pame was the
light-bearer that, all along the cycling
periods of the past, in & measure,
fllumined the world; while modern
Spiritualism in its truer, higher aspect
is a science,a religion and a philosophy.
Aye, more; it is'the philosophy of all
philosophies, encompassing the depths
below us, the sidérial heavens above
us—the boundless unlverse jtself!

The phrase often used by some of our

speakers, “Man is a religious animal,”
must he dropped. Man is not an anfmal.
His spirit did not originate in, nor Is it
an output from the animal kingdom.
Brutality does not—cannot evolve into
gpirituality. No—man is not ‘“a re-
ligious animal,” but a noble religious
being, a possible angel, gifted with
such powers and: mighty potent proph-
ecies as to warréint the eternal unfold-
ment of all his God-given attributes.
- No—I repeat, man-s not an animal—
he does not crawl like the worm, walk
on four feet like the jackal, nor root
like the Swine. Bodily, man has in a
very large degree thé animal organiza-
tion; but man really ‘and absolutely is a
spirit; or reversed—the spirit is the
man, with a -corscious mind that can
soar high as the ceriilean heights, dive
deep as the cimpieriin depths, traverse
space, count the- burning stars, and
measure those rolling, circling planets
that stud in-grabdeur unspeakable the
measpreléss spaced of infinitys

God being abgolute Spirit, mortals be-
ing. incarpated" spirfis, and our loved
beyoud death’s river being resurrected
spirits, - they--Becpssarily sympathize,
and also just ay natulally communicate
soul with-soul-through the psychic and
vibratory laws of nature, as music re-

And every winter change to spring” - | sponds to musle. Spiritualism, there-

fore,'js.nntumllsp!, It is the sclence

embracing the proven.in all sclences,

and the’ good and :the true in all re-

Jligions.

THE PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM
- It is an undeniable fact that the pro-
gress .of - Spiritualism has been rapid
beyond comparisen with anything to be
found in the whole history of civiliza-

‘tion “and -the growth of ideas, The

most of this progress is to be credited
to the spirits themselves, ’

Since the advent.of these Hydesville
demonstrations there. has been a thor-
ough revision of the popular preaching,
of our sysiem of .morals,; of our phil-

osophy and religion. The trend fs in-

the direction. of liberalism, There is
everywheie an enlarging sympathy.
There is a growing co-operation with
advanced minds regardless of rellgious
professions. There is more charity and
more enthusiasm and union among all
classes and all religions for bringing in
the better day of universal brotherhood.

As a significant sign of the tlmes, the
New York Herald advertised the pay-
ing of a thousand dollar prize last win-
ter, to the preacher who would furnish
the best sermon in a serles of ten to be
published, one in each Sunday's issue.
The decision was to be left to three im-
partial, unsectarian judges, The prize
was awarded to a Congregationalist
preacher of Massachusetts, The ser-
mon waus beautiful in style; classie,
gympatbetic, and practical, But now
mark—not one of these ten up-to-date
sermous contaluned the doctrine of end-
less hell-torments, a hint about a per-
sonal devil, the resurrection of the
body, or any vicarlous atonement by
substitution. What a change from tifty
years ago! The seventeeuth century
creeds are shelved and worm-eaten.
Theological dogmas arve dying, priest-
eraft is nearly powerless, the devil is
annihilated, and the old-time orthodox
hell is transtigured into Gehenna gar-
dens and vineyards, Just outside
Jerusalem's walls, where purpling
grapes now grow in richest luxuriance,

The secular press 1s not only tolerant
now, but liberal, Spiritualists, so far
as my personal knowledge cxtends,
have as free access to the press col-
umns as do sectarlsts, The pulpit
quietly, tacitly, acquiesces In Spiritual-
Ism; or preaches much of {ts phil-
osophy with u very graclous sprinkling
of the phenomena, under the eupho-
neous phrascology of “the ministries of
God’s dear angels,” The victory is
well-nigh won,

Our army ls constituted of millions of
brainy thinkers. In legislatures and
political parties, we have become a
power to be reckoned with—a factor in-
slsting upon a hearing—a religious
body, only partially erganized, yet as
proudly, as loudly demanding our
rights; being respectable, we are Ye-
spected, and being honorable, we are
honored for our conscientious convie-
tions. If a simple belief in a preseut
spirit communication constitutes one a
Spiritualist, there are probably as
many Spiritualists In the churches as
there are out of them to-day. Our only
violent opposers are the Seveuth-day
Adventists, some Protestant Christians,
Atheists and Materialists.

Spiritualism is no longer considered
a church heresy in the most enlight-
ened quarters of the globe. All cul-
tured prencliers hope that it is true,
and some of the most advanced in the
Episcopalinn, Congregational, and
Unitarian ranks openly avow that God
is neither a respector of persons nor of
periods of time, They plainly see that
the vislons, trances, and marvels of
Bible times, and those of the last fifty
years must stand or fall together. They
know that their churches are honoy-
combed with the beautiful aud comfort-

‘ing thoughts of Spiritualism. At fu-

perals they preach it. They know that
many of their members consult me-
diums and read Spiritualists’ literature;
they know, and see the truth as it 18 In
angel ministries, marching on, and they
further know that the truth in the end
must come off triuniphgnt.

This view of the fleld may be too op-
timistic. But, from extensive travels,
ft s my honest conviction. Never-
theless the battle is not fully fought.
We are a church militant. Contro-
versies we court. We are on the spirit-
ual war-path, with camps in England
and upon the Continent—camps In
South and Central America, camps in
South Afriea, New Zealand, Australia,
and the farthest isles of the ocean.
These camps, churches, or societies
have thelr lecturers, lyceums, medinms,
conferences, healers and helping hand
assoclations.

TO ABSORB, OR BE ABSQRBED?

That is the question—or at least with
us one of the burning qugstions of the
hour and of the day. “efacts, the
rational, heautiful truths embodied in
Spiritualism will never die. But will
they go on from conquest to conquest,
until they wear the victor'’s wreath,
under their legitimate name?—or will
the advocates and mediums, in-
strumental in disseminating these
truths, prove such unprofitable serv-
ants, prove so unworthy of the high
{rust imposed upon them by spirits and
parliaments of angels, that others more
worthy, will seize the prize, \rave the
palm and wear the crown of moral
conquest,

No—*“to be, or not to be” hercafter,
with Spiritualists, is not the question;
but it is the all-important question,
whether as a great body of Spiritualists
we shall swallow or be swallowed,
whether we shall absorb or be absorbed
by the liberal Christian churches and so
finally lose our identity in the great
ocean of liberalized and transfigured
Christianity. This question i8 now in
the balance being weighed., The result
—the declsion lies with us.

OBSTACLES IN OUR WAY OF
PROGRESS.

Among these is our excessive individ-
uality, the lack of enthusiasm, and fear
of leadership. We have heard so much
of “be thyself,” “be independent,” ‘‘be
individualized,” that there are those
among us whose proper symbol Is “the
fretful Porcupines,” all quills erect.
They become known f6r their tongue-
thrusts, their quills and their quips.
Abounding in an overheated self-es-
teem, they do not deem it compatible

with their royal dignity to acknowledge
This is their misfor-

any leadership.
tone, - @ o oo
- Traveling in forelgn lands, I found it
desirable -to have both leaders and in-
terpreters—and we are all travelers—
all pilgrims. Think of it-fdropped
down by night in an Oriental crowd in
a foreign city with no guide! - -
Gpoing into a coal mine or Mammoth
Cave requires a leader—college students
require leaders, guides, masters and
helps. General Grant did ncét belittle
himself by securing a leader to conduct
him tbrough Hong-Kong immediately
after the landing. In all human enter-
prises, tenchers, leaders ure necessary,

and the wisest gratefully accept them;
while the poreupinish, self-sutiiejent re-
Ject them. They are so “individual-
ized” that they would prefer to go
alone and be damned, than to follow an
angel leader, and be saved.

So wmuch they scorn the crowg, that if
the throng

By chance go right, they purposely go
wrong.”

What kind of & Grand Army would
we have without commanders and dis-
cipline, everyone being left to push
madly into battle according to his owun
individual impulses? What king of a
rendering should we have of & Grand
Oratorio by a compaby without a lead-
er. It would be little more than & mu-
slcal mob, each blowing, piping and
fiddling on his own account. Carrying
tbe iliustration further—is it not possi-
ble that we have in our great Spiritual-
istie band, too many bass viels, consid-
erably “base,” too many rusty trom-
benes, too many who persist in fiddling
on one unrosined string, too many who
under the great names of poets impro-
vise on their own little cranial whistles,
and too many whose public platform
“tests” would. drive old substantial
Spiritualists out of the fleld, if their
Spiritualism was not based upon some
firmer foundatjon than rope-tying per-
formances and platform phenomena,
with admission fees to the show “just
to bear expenses, you kpow.” If an an-
gel should descend into some of our
dirty, lll-ventilated lecture halls, it
would be obliged to hold its nose while
giving the communication. Let us not
further, with old tobacco-poisoned spit-
toons and vile odors, insult heaven!

Success is largely predicated upon or-
ganization; and this implles leaders.
Soclety must and will have them, The
testimony of all human experience and
universal history is that no people ever
accomplished honorable ends without
masterly minds, who upon high emi-
nences planted thelr standards, 'These
were leaders; not made, but born, Per-
sonally, I have many leaders, some this
slde,- some the thither side of mortal-
fty. Lucretia Mott for years was one
of my leaders.

The greatest minds, afire with love
and benevolence, are your masters and
mine, The most original thinker of his
time; the person with the deepest in-
sight; the-clearest interpreter of all hid-
den realities, such as Emerson, the dis-
coverer of nature's subtle principles,
and subordinating them with all occult
forces to the bettering of human inter-
ests, by leading the hosts of humanity
forward and upward—these are the
world’s leaders—and yet they shrink
from leadership. True greatness Is al-
ways modest. Kvery Spiritualistic choir
must have a leader, every soclely its
president, every lyceum its conductor,
1]l movements expecting success, neces-
sitate able leaders. ‘Those opposing
leadership are generally mad becnuse
they are not—and eannot be leaders.

LACK OF ORGANIZATION AN OB-
STACLE.

Organization is a law of nature, hold-
ing good from monad to man. The first
cell with its ilfe-germ within sought a
mate for co-operatigpn. A marvelous
system of reciprocities runs through all
the past. In nature we look in vain for
the revelations of life untll matter as-
sumes organic forms; and the lower
forms as they advance, become more
complex, but organization continues to
be its lnw—and if so, why not apply it
to every great moral enterprise? The
ldea that organization Is incompatible
with individual liberty is most errone-
ous. License and misrule come through
pon-organjzation, while the highest lib-
erty comes through organization, intel-
ligent co-operations, and leadership.

Non-organlization, or unregulated
competition, is an {nheritance from the
feudal ages. Competition there will be
on some plane of action. The world
moves on towards its highest ideals un-
der this law. It will never be swept
away, but will be modified until justice
more sweetly blends with mercy. The
struggle for life and the struggle for
the lives of others should co-operate—
should go on together as helpers of hu-
manity, violence giving place to justice,
equity, and tenderest human kindness.

There are those among us of note who
think it exceedingly dangerous to or-
ganize, to build church edifices, and
adopt a declaration of principles. This
they say, “would be only adding one
more” gew sect with its creed to the al-
ready long list. I am surprised at suth
shabby logic ard such childish fears.
Children are often terror-stricken by
phantoms of their own creation. That
mysterious box of Pandora never so
terrified the heathen Greeks as does
the thought of a “declaration of prin-
ciples” a few Spirltualists. Honestly,
have we no principles? If mot, what
have we, boasting of our millions, been
about these fifty years? We occupy al-
most immeasurable space, it seems to
me, but bave little solidity. Expanded
to almost inconceivable dimensions, we
are largely without form, and certainly
without a declaration of principles.
Our state is nebulous,-our name, con-
sidering our oft-claimed 20,000,000, is
chaos.

Any Spiritualist who cannot distin-
guish between a sectarian creed and a
general declaration of principles is on
the verge, the very borderland of senil-
ity. Cranial dementia Is not uncom-
mon in these times. This may be the
reason so many are laggards by the
way. Their spiritual clock struck one
thirty or forty years ago, and there the
hands have remained ever since—and
they, too, have remained and still re-
main, sitting on old arm-chalrs to-day,
sputtering or growling like poor, tooth-
less old bears against organization and
a declaration of principles. They are
the apostles of dlsorganlg.atlon!
“Gray-bearded Use;, who, deaf and

blind, -~ -~ - ‘

‘Groped for his old accustomed stone,
Leaned on his staff, and wept, to find

His seat o'erthrown.” . .

-Qur. patriotic .fathers founded. this
government in the interests of freedom,
and rational liberty, Tt was an organi-

"o say that it was and is a grand sue-
cesg.. The exigencies of ‘the times have
| made It necessary to add-other articles

-| any priest or pope.

gation with principles, and it is needless.

to the great charter which defines the"
inalienable rights of man and. the prive:
ileges of Amerlcan citizenship. . ;
Now, why should we not organize
the higher interests of spiritual fre
dom? In all the departments of life;’
Wwe see the necessity for orghnization,
for government, and the importance of
a natural order and proper method in’
the arrangement of all human aifairg—:
not only is organized force essential to-
lite, but law is necessary to regulate tha
vita) processes of life. Not a day could’,
soclety hold together without orgapiz
tion and the restraints of law—and:
“law is beneficence acting by rule, sald -
Burke, N
Shall we further drift, continuing our.
Shall we urther drift, continuing our -
wanderings? 8hall we rest upon one’
re-discovered fact? Are we, after ﬂfty;'
years of work under the noon-dny sup:
of this nineteenth century of discgvery,
and progress, so poor, and lean;, and:
filmy, and shriveled in soul that we.
have only one fact to hitch to and pro-"
mulgate to the world? The fact thay:
spirits communicate, T
Is this all? Are these the only,.
sheaves from fifty years' sowing?.
Shades of Professor Hare, Judge Ed-
monds, Robert Dale Owen, Brittan,
Denton and Epes Sargent—of states .
men, sclentists, authors, metaphysly-
cians, embodying a very galaxy of in-.
telligence! Have we, I repeat, but &
single fact to lay at the feet of this’
seml-century of progress? Why, the
Esquimaux have the same fact; 80
have the Mormons of Utal, and the
Voudou negroes of Africa, They be-"
lleve—know as do we, that spirits under
certain conditions converse with mor-
tals. Theosophists twit us of cuddling.
this one fact—that they say Is as old
as the Vedas, and of playing upon one
striug until our musle iy little morse
than the monotonousness of emptiness,
If this be granted, the fact is, neverthes’
less, momentous; and mediums are. ip-
dispensable to demonstrate this factl”
They are indeed lights upon the hills,”
sunbeams upon the mountains, show-
ing us the vales and the evergreen .
shores that lie stretching away in the
infinite distance beyond. We have dape”
a mighty work—shall we now rest upon-
our laurels? Shall we tuke no advance
step? L
There are some {n our ranks, who af- .
ter publicly cackling over this Fox-Sigs”
ter fact for half a century, are too.ins"
different now, too doggedly willful, of-
too cowardly, to come out before the.
world with a general declaration of
principles. Why is this? Y
All too long have we suffered fro
the tags, the barnacles, fmpostors, cab-".
inet fraunds, moral parinhs, dreamy;
mysteries, the trinities of transmigras
tion, reincarnations, re-embodiments,
re-potting of souls, septenary constitge
tions, new Messiahs and other spects
mens of Oriental “flap-doodle” drawing.’
tle fire ot culture, and causing an aje.
most ceaseless scotting from the literaty..
of the land. I am not pronouncing upon |
the truth or falslty of the above thegs §
ries or any other—I am only insisting.
that Spiritualists, as an organized body, -
should publish to the world a genérai'
declaration of principles, thus relleving:
themselves of a vast amount of froth,.
slobber, and drift-wood. We certainly,.
have the fire from heaven. Shall we:
repeat the story of Prometheus? E

OUR PRINCIPLES AND AIMS. ~

No one would fight a fixed creed with’
more vigor than myself, Liberty of,
thought must be unrestricted. The soul "
must wear no shackles. The right to
life, the right to think—the right -t
speak our highest convictions, the right
of air to breathe and soll to till are all”
inalienable rights. And so, Spiritual-:
ists have the right to promulgate a dec-:.
laration of prioeiples. Am I told tliat:
the time for such action has not come?
This is the sluggard's logie—the idler's*
babble. There are those among us who
move only when they are moved. They-
float as aimlessly as do dead herring:
down the stream—*“We've got along in
the past, let us keep on,” they say “in-
the same old rut.” So sing the stupid. . §
1f there is any one Bible text that tBey :
richly, reverently admire, it is. this—-
“Let us wajt"—''wait and see the salva-.
tion of God.” Down on this slothful-:
ness; let us be up and doing. Let: us.
plant our standard upon the highe
moral eminence, and then will its silke:
folds, waving aloft in the pure, clear a
of hieaven, gladden the eyes, inspire the:
hearts of millions, shake our wide con-"
tinent, and command the respect of the-
enlightened world. T

If Spiritualism is misrepresented, if
reporters ridicule it, if it is not respect-
ed, the fault largely lies at the door of
its millions of believers. It- certainly:’
has in it all the elements to convinee
the reason, to enrich philosophy, to €l
list the affections of the humblest dis--
ciple, and to command the homage of:
the proudest intellect. It appeals to the
young mother weeping over the casket
of her first-born; to the materialist whi
hopes for immortality; to the statesma
who casts the horoscope of nations;_ti
the philosopher who scales the. very.
heavens with his far-reaching inves
gations; and to the consclentious: wor-:
shiper whose reverent spirit looks up
and rests in trust upon the hosom .of:
the Infinite. R

OUR DECLARATIONS OF PRINCE.
PLES. o

Negatively—We do not believe in the
Jealous, angry, human-shaped -God of,
sectarian churchdom; we do not belleve .
in the fall of man in the garden; do xiot ™
believerin total depravity; do not T
lieve in the Athanasian trinity; do not-
lieve in the plenary inspiration of the.
Bible; do not believe in the Athanasian’
trinity; do not believe in a -pérsonal-
devil;  do not belleve in the vicarious”
atonement; do not belleve {n a-future
general judgment; do not believe in the
resurrectidn of the physical body; da
not believe in future endless hell to
ments, nor that the keys of the kin
dom of heaven were ever entrusted to.

. Affirmatively—We believe the foundas’
tion stone of-Spiritualism to be Spirit:
Bpirit, manifest ag life, intelligence an
energy through all matter by - fixed
methods—fixed laws—the laws otjnq,;;
ture,” - ) . P

{Continued on pngé__ ‘ 'elgﬁt.)
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PRAYER AND PRAISE,
‘Sir Edward Lytton Bulwer, near sev-
- enty-five  years ago,
SAthens, Its Rise and Fall; with Views
“of the Literature, Philosophy and So-
glal Life of the Athenians,” In 4 octavo
‘olumes, Turning over its well-filled
‘pages the other day, we found sowme
“marked passages we had made many
-, “years ago in regard to the gods. Oom-
‘mencing on p. 56, vol. 1, of the London
{7 edition, we read:
47 %The early Greeks imagined (helr
,gods might be won from them by the
‘more earnest prayers, and the more
spiendid offerings of thelr neighbors
&' e—How far the jealous desire to re-
1ain to themselves the favor of tutelary
. gods way enteriained by the Greeks,
‘may be illustrated by the instances
‘specially alluding to the low and whis-
ered -volee in which prayers were ad-
ressed to the superior powers, lest the
_eneiny should hear the address, and vie
’ rith Interested emulation for celestial

.~ Conslderably more than two thousand
‘years have come and gone since those
-times of which Bulwer wrote, when the
Grecks were telling their god, In hon-
eyed words, bow good, how great, and
lorious he was. They exhausted thelr
enius and thelr language in Inventing
nd - expressing terms of adulation,

dommon  now, but ibe “whispered
.tones” have been changed, as lre who
- atfends a revival, or a Methodist camp-
.meeting, which the spirit controls, will
‘'t goon discover. They seem to fancy their
.1.. God is deaf, and elevate their volce ac-
‘cordingly. Ilattery may gain favor
ith the uncultured, but it accomplishes
ittle when addressed to persons of edu-
eation. Tossibly it may bLe disgusting
t0 4 God. Who knows?
This fawning to greatness probably
ad its origin in the abasement of the
‘giibject as he approached the king on
Dbended knees, almost Heking the dust,
hile he implored especial favors.
Later this process was employed to
. galn the favor of a God.
.. Hymns of praise, laudation, applause,
‘are sung in all the churches, and are
enerally employed in family worship.
nstrumental music was very generally
pposed by churchmen fifty ycars ago
ecause it lacked the words of abase-
ment which the chureh had popularized
their prayers and hymns. And the
ickling. of the ear of Omnipotence in
he form of flattery, Is to Le prolonged
hrough eternity in one countinuous
hant of “Holy, holy, holy Lord God Al-
ighty, who was, and is, and will be
orever.”
*Will not the terms become monoto-
ous by the time the millionth year is
ounded? .

SCHOLARLY PREDICTION.

A gentleman of large experience and
servation, wrote us from New York,
n-May 1:
‘“I believe this is the begluning of a
ong struggle in which the whole world
r111 be more or less involved before the
fid- comes. Limited to the Unlted
States and Spain it will be 'soon over,
nd.there won't be much left of Spain;
but this contest is only a prelude to a
ipreater to come later on. it is the cur-
1-tnin-raiser to the great drama of inter-
national conflicts which to me scem in-
‘Levitable, Germany and Austria will
probably side or sympathize largely
with Spain, while England will join
with -us. Russia bates England, and
here is danger she will oppose us to
nigh her rival. Excuses for the in-
erference of the Powers will not be
anting.” France will lead in forming
1. Latin alliance against the Anglo-Sax-

‘But there is a war-cloud beyond all
#ihis, Let me prophesy: The ultimate
development will be a religious war;
he Roman Catholie against the ‘Infidel’
the Protestant, the Liberal, and all
wlio_oppose actively or passively, *Holy
Mother Church.! Rome has ber claws
iFalready firmly flxed in tbe beart of
‘America, so that if a division should oc-
ur she ywould bave the best in the con-
“flict, - If the Pope was to call the Amer-
‘Hean Catholics to arms to-day to fight
Ufor ‘Catholic Spain a formidable army
‘yrould be the result, But the time has
1ot yet-came-for that; but it will come
ér'on after the Latin alliance has ma-
erialized.. We may not live to see this,
ut it will come, and be the outgrowth
“the struggle just commenced.”

-AS A-SCHOLAR VIEWS IT.
Moncure D. Conway, one of the
lghtest scholars of to-day, well wrote:
“I'his one generatlon, with its vulgar
gteam whistle, has witnessed the van-
fighing of more shadows from the earth,

‘seen-more men and women disen-
alled, more rays of intellectual light

ed abroad upon manpkind, than any
‘fen generations-which have preceded it.
tfire it ceases that shrill sigpal. shaill
gwell - to .the dimensions of the last
pmp, bringing to the bar of humanity
ery 2reed or institution of the earth,”
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gauthority on Josephus, :
bot Just s good -authority -on Jesus?
We hold in our hand ag: we wilte an
octavo volume, eptitled, “The Martyr-
dom of Jesus,” by Rev. Dr. Isaac M.
Wise, from tle press of “The Bloch
Publishing Oowmpany, Cincinnati, Ohie.”
We quote from'page 134, for the delee-
tatlon of all who ‘Indorse that prolific
author, and yet believe in the personal-
ity of Jesus; )

“Intelligence believes no longer in
Jesus or the gospels, although faiut
shadows thereof still hover on the im-
agination of unclear and undecided
thiunkers, As it was at the end of Ro-
man Paganism, so it is now; the masses
are deceived and fooled, or do it for
themselves; and persons of vivaclous
phantasies prefer the masquerade of
delusion to the simple sublimity of ma-
jestie but naked truth. Therefore fa-
naticism is in the minority and without
energy, so that the Church is subjected
to the State, in Berlin and In Rome.
The decline of the Church as a political
power proves beyond a doubt the de-
cline of Christian faith, The condlicts
of Church and State all over the Euro-
pean continent, and the hostility be-
tween intelligence nnd dogmatic Chris-
tlanity, demonstrate the death of Chris-
tiology In the consclousness of modern
‘culture. It is useless to shut our eyes
to these facts. Like rabbinical Juda-
ism, dogmatic Christianity was the
product of ages without typography,
teleéscopes, microscopes, telegraphs,
and the power of stenm, These vight
arms of intelligence have fought the ti-
tanie battles, conguered and demolished
the ancient castles, and removeinow the
debris, preparing the. grouud upon
which there shall be reared the gor-
geous temple of humanify, one univer-
sal republic, one universal religion of
intelligence, and one great universal
brotherhood. This is the néw covenant,
the gospel of humanity.”

Quotations have heretofore appeared
in these columns, made by correspond-
ents from the publications of Rabbi
Wise, laboring to make it appear he be-
lieved in a personal Jesus, the hero of
the gospels, but these are his latest ex-
pressions on the subject, and the most
pointed.

X SPAIN NEKDS CIVILIZING.

Bulwer, in his Rise and Fall of Ath-
ens, says the evidence of all history Is
to the effect that savage tribes owe
thelr civilization and enlightenment to
foreigners. *“To be civilized they con-
quor or are conquored, visit or are vis-
ited. A tribe neither colonizing nor con-
quoring is not redeemed from a savage
state,”

Spain made her principal advance-
ment under Charles V., 1500 to 1558,
when an attempt was made to overrun
al) Kurope, At the same time she was
tyrannizing over the semi-civilized peo-
ples of DPeru, Central America and
Mexico. DBut sbe rested in her grand
march forward. Inheriting the spirit
of conquest from both her Roman and
Carthagenian ancestors, she made but
slight advancement in letters. The
masses of her population are still sunk
in iguorance aud superstition. Her lit-
erature bas been mostly of a religious
character. Her arts and sciences be-
tray little advance beyond the Medieval
Ages. A dash of modern thought dif-
fused among such a people, will arouse
them from their protracted lethargy,
and thrill them with a new sense of be-
ing. It secius to be the province of the
United States, the latest in the brood
of nations, to apply the requisite stim-
ulous to advance them in mental, moral
and mnterial progress.

Spain  has been handicapped and
weakened by lier extended territorfal
domajn. A country may be prospered
for a time with boundless posessions;
but finally ruin will overtake her. It
was 50 with the great Assyrian empire;
it was so with Greece; it was so with
the Phoenicians; it was so with Rome.
Spain feels it to-day; Great Britain may
feel it to-morrow. Our {ura may come
in time; for a divided people, with ad-
verse interests tend to dissolution,

Stripped of hier outside possessions,
her strength concentrated at home, ed-
ucation extended 1o all, and freedom to
think and act independent of a crushing
and dominating hierarchy, Spain may
outgrow her 1treacherous, cruel and
jenlous character, and become a great,
united. prosperous and {ree people; but
never while under the dictation and
control of a tyrannical priesthood, and
a usurping church, which rob the peo-
ple of thelr liberties in the name of
God, and degrade them to the coundition
of serfs for their own personal nggran-
dizement,

GRASPING A STRAW,

Sometime agoe & very rough wall-
seratching was found In Rome, in which
perpendieniar posts were represented,
with a cross bar, forming a sort of por-
tico, with ladders for mounting. Sev-
eral persons were rudely represented in
outline, with names almost illegible
written over their heads, among which
an active imagination made out Nostu-
lus, Eulogius, Secundis, and finally
Pilatus, though of the latter only *iI”
and “tus” appeared. -

Now that was not a wonderful dis-
covery, nor a very striking picture, but
the great need of the church is such it
was interpreted to represent a crucl-
‘fixion scene, while a liole 1n the inscrip-
tion, with CRE on onc side and S on the
other was interpreted to read Crestus.

As the drowning man is said to grasp
at a stratw, so the Christian grabs at
immeasurably more trifiing objects to
aid in sustaining his faith. The whole
fabric of this revised Paganism is as
bascless as is this “grafite,” which
plous archacologists now reluctantly
concede they don't knmow what it
means; “it may bave been,” they say,

“g sketch for a mason's scaffolding, or |

a plan for a rope-walker’s acrobatic
performance, with the names of the
principal actors.”

A MAJORITY BECOME INSANE.

1t Is asserted that "A majority of the
nups of Italy die of madness Dbefore
they are twenty-five years of age.” If
this statement Is true of Italy, where
the statistics have been collected, is it
not probably true of Spain? of all Cath-
olic Countries? The world shut oat and
no ear to take cognizance of their suf-
ferings, is it not probable the prison
houses for lovely woman under Cath-
olic control in America experience the
same torture as do their sisters in other
countries? - - S R

NOT HEALTHFUL. -

“What abont the McGilfert case?” in-
quired a delegate to.the Presbyterian
General Assembly now in session, and
recelved for answer from & elergyman:
“I hope there will be .nothing done
abont it. 1 haven’t read the ook and
will not, It is-mot healthful to give
suth subjects notoriety.” o

| Below fs the ofilcial fext of an over- |

ture to the Pregbyterian General "As:
sembly, regarding the recent tyork of
the Rev, Dr. McGiffert, which was
adopted by the . Pittsburg Presbytery,
late in sesslon: )

“I'ie. Presbytery of Plttsburg, in'ses-
sion May 8, 1898, feels with deep regret
constrained to use the power belonging
to it ‘to condemn erroncous opinions
which injure the purity and peace of
the church.! The occasion is furnished
by a volume of the International Theo-
logieal Library entitled ‘A History of
Chiristianity io the Apostolic Age,' the
author of which is the Rev. A. C. Me-
Giffert, D. DD, a member of the Presby-
tery of New York. In this volume the
New Testament is Irreverently handled,
no speecial supernatural guidance is as-
eribed to its sacred writers, the genu-
ineness of more than one-lalf the books
composing it is called in question, dis-
cordant and mutually contradictory
teachings are declared to be contained
in it, and its authority as a divine rule
of faith and practice is set aside. I'ur-
ther, in said volume great distinguish-
ing principles of the Yresbyterian
churelr and even fundamental doctrines
of evangelical Christendom are denled.
Against such teachings of sald volume
the presbytery deems it a duty to bear
testimony, to disayow all complicity
with them, and to condemn them as
false and subversive of the Cbhrlstian
faith.” The Presbytery judges it fitting
at this time to exhort earnestly and af-
fectionately the people of its charge,
to guard against being led away by
divers and strange doctrines, to stand
fast in one splrit and truth, with one
mind striving together for the faith of
the Gospel, and to comfort themselves
in the trustworthy and blessed assur-
ance that the Word of the Lord endur-
eth forever,

“As the said volume by Dr. McGiffert
is a flagrant and ominous scandal, as
it treats with open contempt the obliga-
tlons by which the author and all other
Presbyterian ininisters  have bound
themselves; as it is the most daring and
thoroughgoing attack on'the New Tes-
tament that has ever been made by an
accredited teacher of the Presbyterian
church in America; as it has already at-
tained signal notorlety throughout the
entire Bnglish-speaking world, and as it
threatens the highest interests of the
church at large, the Presbytery of Pitts-
burg, mindful that the church of the
living God is the pillar and ground of
the truth, humbly petitions the General
Assembly of this year to take into sol-
emn cousideration the grave crisis
whieh the publication of the sald vol-
ume has created, and in itg wisdom to
adopt such measnres as shall be condu-
cive to the churcl’s purity, peace, and
honor, and to the maintenance of the
authority of the words of God which
have been committed to the church's
trust.”

IT WAS'NOT A CROSS.

Iu the “Non-Christian Cross,” a late
English work, mentloning the Greek
word stauros, invariably translated
cross in the New Testament, it says:
“The word no niore meant a crogs than
the Engllsh word stlck means a
crutch.,” He adds, on p. 26; “Wherever
the word occurs In the pre-Christlan
classics it is used as meaning impali-
sade, or stake, or affixed to a pale or
stake; and has reference, not to crosses,
but to single pieces of wood,” and then:
“We Christians have in bygone days
acted, and, alas! still act, anything but
ingenuously in regard to the symbol of
the cross,” :

On p. 41: “The works which have
*come down. to us from the Fatbers who
lived before the days of Constantine
make up over ten thousand pages of
closely printed matter; and the frst
point which strikes those who exumine
that mass of literature with a view to
seeing what the Christians of the first
three centuries thought and wrote con-
cerning the execution of Jesus and the
symbol of the cross, Is that the execu-
tion of Jesus was hardly so much as
mentioned by them, and no such thing
as a representation of the insirument of
exceution is once referred to.”

Writing to a fine Greek scholar we
cited a portion of the above quotation.
He replied:

““The word staures, occurring in the
Greek Testament, and translated cross,
means -simply o stake, Apd then the
passage, Col. 2:14, ‘nailing it to his
cross.’ correctly rendered would read,
‘affixed to the stauros—stake,” for they
used no mnails. The word ‘nails; in
John 20:25, betrays a modern hand,
either as original writer or interpolater;
for nails did not come into use until a
much later period.”

Though the cross in a muititude of
forms was in use as a religious symbol
for many centuries before the Christian
era, it seems it was not employed as an
jnstrument of punishment on the al-
leged founder of Christianity. Not un-
til Constaniine adopted it as the symbol
of his reconstructed Paganism, was it
claimed that Jesus was cruclified on a
Cross.

TROUBLE ALIL AROUND.

At the Illinois Assoclation of Congre-
gational Churches, late in session in
this city, Rev, E. 8. Carr, of Stillman
Yalley, offered a resolution denouncing
those clergymen of the denomination
who are preaching a modified Univer-
salism, like Dr. Gordon, of Boston, and
Rev. Haynes, of Chicago. The commit-
tee on resolutions declined to present
them, holding that Congregationalism
was not setting up creeds at this period
in its history., The report says, Rev,
Carr was greatly displeased at the ac-
tion of the majority, and declared he
would yet offer lis resolution as a mi-
nority report.

The suppressed brothier sets forth in
his resolution that the creed of the As-
sociation teaches “the future resurrec-
tion of the body, a final judgment, when

their works, and the wicked shall go
away into everlasting punishment, but
the righteous into life cternal”

The Congregationalists, In their In-
ception, were Calvinists, With an edu-
cated clergy many of its members have
outgrown their creed. Independent In
church government they have probably
made greater advance in liberalthought
than has any other of the evangelical
churches. Many of the Unitarian
churches of New England were rooted
in Congregationalism.

ADJOURNED FOR ONE YEAR,
_On gecount of the prevailing plague
in Bombay,.the projectors of the Parlla-
ment of ail Religions announced to be
held at Delhi, British India, the coming
antumn; has been deferred to 1899, It
Is well for another reason: The pend-
ing~ war - with Spain ‘has  greatly
abridged travel, and would have pre-
vented attendance from. Western coun-
tries, Co S .

all mankind will be judged according to |

] that while he bappened to be born upon
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Proceedings ﬁenuned Iy O'ﬁr’SpeciéI curreshuuden’t.

. L N

The Golden Jubilea-of Modern Spivit-
ualisin opened at 2 paw, in the Lyceum
Theater, at Rochestey, N. Y., with an
audience that filledievery seat in the
lower part of  ihiohouse. Manager
Frank Walker was fn the chair and the
following yprograw » was renderdd:
Overture by Lyceum Dheater orchesira,
after which the chorus “Jubilate”
(words by Lizzie Doten), was sung by
the entire andience accompanied by the
orchestra. Mrs. M, L, Waitson, of -Cal-
ifornia, offered the invocation, which
was followed by a musical selection by
the. orchestra, after which we were
treated to a very fine soprano solo by
Mrs, Giles, of Rochesier.

The address of welcome was given by
Hon. George K. Warner, Mayor of
Rochester, who in g kindly and courte-
ous spirit extended a hearty welcome
to all,- e spoke In part as follows:

Ladles and gentlemen: You gather in
our city to-day, coming from all parts
of our country, for the purpose of cel-
ebrating the semi-centennial of the
origih of Modern Spiritualism, which
occurred on March 81, 1848, at Hydes-
ville, near Newark, N. Y. From to-day
to June 1 will be held a fitting Jubilee
under the auspices of the National
Splritualists’ Association of the United
States, and it is evident that a large
number of persons -interested in the
cause of Spiritualism will be present
and assist in making this gathering a
complete success. :

Rochester was :undoubtedly selected.

as the place for holding thig Jubilee for
the reason that it was the. residence of

John D. Fox and hig family, From our

clty -they moved to Hydesyille in the
fall of 1847, and 'there rented a honse
on December 11, 1847, -in which on

March 81, 1848, occurred the first rap-

pings in respouse to Catherine Fox, one
of the daughters of Johu D. Fox. Soon:
after the family returned to Rochester
to live. The -history of Spiritualism
from that day for several years, under
the name of the Rochester Rappings, is
very interesting, .

It was in thig ity that Modern Spirit-

ualism assumed its present form, A
full and accurate account of Spiritual-
ism ln the city of Rochester was pre-
pared some tlme ago by Mr. R. D.
Jones, one of our prowminent citizens,
gnd can be found in one of our local
histories.

I will not detain you by any extended
remarks upon this subject or go into
the -defails of the -numerous public
meetings which were beld in 1848 and
1840, and the public {nvestigations held
at that time in the,presgence of some of
our hest and mose reliable eitizens, and
the varions commitiees.appointed to in-
vestigate as to whet her a-deception was
being practiced upou’: tlie people or
whether it was aogenuine manifesta-
tion. Numerous publicl meetings were
held in our city and a great deal of ex-
citement was caused thereby; but this
is o matter of history, interesting no
doubt to us all and well known to each
of you, i 1

Spirjtualism since .1848 has been in-
troduced in almost-evary country until
at the present time it numbers several
millions of people, embracing a large
number of the brightest and brainiest
men and women., 1. -,

‘We are exceedingly well pleased that
your association saw. (it 1o select our
beautiful city as the place for holding
your Semi-Centennial Jubilee. It I8
with a great deal of pleasure that I ex-
tend to each and every one of you a
hearty aud cordial welcome to our city,
What we desire is that you make your-
selves thoroughly nt home during your
visit with us, and we bopgfRhat your
stay will be made so pleasant and
agrecable that you will carry away
with you pleasant recollections of our
city and your visit here.

Response to the Mayor's address was
made by .
H. D. BARRETT,

President of the National Association,
in part as follows:

It is with great pleasure that 1 am
privileged to come Dbefore you this
afternoon to respond to the words of
greeting from the chief magistrate of
this great city of the Empire State. On
this city at the present hour s centered
the thought of Spiritualists the world
over, The difference of thought that is
apparent to-day, 4s compared with that
which existed fifty years ago, shows
that thought moves along evolutionary
lines. b

Spiritualism to-duy teaches us that
we are one common people bound for
one common immortality, The old cycle
of the past fifty years closed in March
of the present year. It witnessed the
birth and development of the Modern
Spiritualism, The new cycle of the next
fifty years should mark still greater ad-
vances.

The speaker then launched into a
brilliant forecast of the coming pro-
gress of Modern Spiritualism. It should
teach mankind that instead of electing
to legislative halls men who were
chosen simply because of their wealth,
men should be selected for office be-
cause of thelr sense of justice and truth
and the love of thelr fellow men,

Spiritualists were urged  to record
themselves as opposed 1o the needless
shedding of human blood—the present
war for the freedom of Cuba was pro-
nounced a righteous war—but as eén-
gaged in that larger, grander warfare
for the recognition of the universal
brotherhood of mankiud.

A protest was made against capital
punishment; against legislation that re-
stricted the freedom of the individual
and promoted a ?&edgcal monopoly;
against the vielatidh Of the” laws of
health by the practice of vaceinatlon,
which filled the lbdles of men with
poison In order that®other men might
fill their pockets. -

The speaker boldly arrayed Bpiritual-
ists on the side of "that other reform
movement which .began about fifty
years ago, the epfrinchisement of
women at the ballof hpx. In all these
movements of progrees,and eénlightened
development Spirity lﬁps'are to set the
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example by living 3. of pure desire
and earnest parposé to do good. To be
od, should be the

After Mr. Barrett’s address there was
a piano solo by Harry B, Arnold, of
New York. E. Adolf Whitelaw, of New
York, gave a magnificent violin. solo,
captivating the entire audience. .

Frank Walker followed in a short ad-
dress,during which he read an eloquent
and characteristic letter from'Andrew
Jackson Davis, which was received
with many tokens of delight and ap-
preciation. ' He closed by presenting the

good ‘and to do- 00_? :
watchword of the %‘ur fualistic faith. -

} Jubilee to thé president and board of

managers of the National Association.
- +J. J. MORSE, OF ENGLAND,

was -the next speaker-on the program,
and he was received with a hearty wel-
come, - He brought greetings from the
Spirltualists of his- own country, and
said that, however far -wwe might be
sundered as regards distance, we were
one in purpose and uspirations, and

|
'

the other side of the ocean, yet he was
proud to wear the emblem of America’s
freedom next to his heart. He thought
the mistake on his part was the fact
that he was born upon the wrong side
of the water, as every time lhe cawe to
this country he felt a decreasing in-
clination to return. -

Ancther plano solo by H. 1. Arnold,
which demanded an encore, was next
on the program. M. -Arnold is a high-
class ortist in his profession and
‘brought his own instrument, not caring
to trust hig work and reputation to an
instrument he was not accustomed to.

Mrs, Richmond followed with an Ode
to the Jubilee, which was given in her
usual Impressive manpner and which
will be furnished for tlhe readers of
The Progressive Thinker later. A
grand finale, “Airs of Nations,” was
rendered hy the orchestra, closing with
“America,” which was sung by the en-
tire audlence. The benediction was
pronounced by Carrie E, 8. Twing, and
the first session of the Jubilee was

closed. .
EVENING SESSION.

. Exercises opened with a selection by
the Central Chureh male quartette; of
Rochester, These gentlemen are beau-
‘tiful singers, their volces blending like
the tones of an organ, and they de-
lighted every one with their singing.
Invocation .was offered by George P.
Colby, of Florida, followed with a so0-
prano .solo by Mus. Giles, of Rachester,
This lady has a voice at once sweet and
powerful, and she knows how to use it.
Her singing was highly appreclated,

A short address by Mrs. Twing was
followed with a duett by Mrs. Glles and
J..M. Hayes. Oscar A, Edgerly was the
next speaker on the program, afier
which a fiue tenor solo was rendered
by Mr. Singleton, of Rochester.,

Hon. D, P. Dewey, of Grand Blane,
Mich,, followed with a short talk, when
we were treated to another selection by
the Central Church male quartette. |

This demanded an encore, and they
gave “Homeland” in a beautiful and
{inpressive manner. The session closed
with & few Impressive words by Mrs,
Richmond, and a poem by the guides,
and the benediction,

FITZHUGH HALL MEETING,

The meeting at Fitzhugh Hall was
presided over by Dr. E. H. Smith, of
Brandon, Vt. A musjcal program was
rendered by Miss Gértrude L. Burns, of
Washington, soloist; Miss Faunie
Brighton, of New York, pianist; and
Kate Dewey Hanford and W, C.
Engle, of Rochester. Addresses by
Frank Walker, J. J, Morse, Myg, Tillle
Reynolds, Lou I. Prior and E. W.
Sprague. Tests were given by E. W.
Sprague and Mrs. Prior, which were
both convineing and satisfylug to the
audlence,

THE ART DEPARTMENT

of the Jubllee is a very interesting
study and reflects great credit upon
W. H. Bach, the manager, who has
worked early and late to make the
proper arrangements for displaying the
numerons works of art sent for ex-
hibition.

Over one thousand different articles
are on exhibition, consisting of por-
traits exccuted by the guides of the
Campbell Brothers, the Bangs Sisters,
and Mrs. Mabel Aber Jackwman, There
Is also a fine collectlon of portraits by
Wella Anderson, and specimens of the
work of Mrs. Lutie M. Blair Murdock,
and others. The spirit photograph de-
partment is represented by the work of
Dr. Hausman, Mumler and I N,
Koster, A great varlety of slate
writings by nearly all the mednums for
that phase of manifestation is a feature
of the exuUIDIt, as well as the paintings
on porcelain by various mediums,

There is a very large display of
plhiotos of workers, and these are
grouped under the headings of me-
diums, sclentists, writers, magnetie
healers, lecturers and physical me-
dlums and our arisen workers, There
are also views of ‘Island Lake, Onset
Bay. Cassadaga, Lake Yelen, Efna,
Me.; Lake Pleasant, Haslett, North-
western and Queen City Parks. A very
unique exhibit is a case containing va-
rious colored ribbons, which are {ied in
all manner of kuots and which was ac-
complished while the ribbons were be-
tween closed slates. Taken allogether
the exhibition {8 very creditable and is
the largest ever attempted, though
there are many articles which came too
iate to ind place in the collection,

SECOND DAY—THURSDAY, MAY 26

The second day of the Jubilee opened
under favorable auspices, with a con-
ference at Lyceum theatre, at 10 a. m.
Subject for discussion: *“The Accom-
plishments of Spiritnallsm in  Fifty
Years.” Mrs, Richmond, who occupied
the chair; Intreduced as the first speak-
er, Moses Hull, who reviewed the ac-
complishments of Spiritualism, giving
due credit for the things we bave done,
and then briefly related the many
things we have not done, and which re-
main to be accomplished. He was fol-
lowed by Rachel Walcott, J. J. Morse,
of Ingland, Mrs. Loe I. Prior, Dr, I'red
L. II. Willis, Mrs. Helen Palmer Resse-
gue and Dr. J. M. Peebles, all of whom
seclued touched with the fires of a gen-
uine inspiration, and the session was
unanimously voted to be thus far the
most intgg,esuug in the Jubjlee proceed-
ings. R

AFTERNOON.

The afternoon was devoted to musie
and short speeches, with ., D, Barrett
as chairman.

The first number-on the program was
a baritone solo, by Mr. Eugel, of Roch-
ester, This demanded an encore, after
which followed an invocation, by Mrs.
Tillie Reynold®. A pilano solo by Miss
Fannie Brighton, of Providence, R, L,
followed. ) . -

Manager Frank Walker then read a
paper from the Pacific Cqast philoso-
pher, "Charles Dawbarn. Subject:
“Ifacts of Science and Spiritualism.”
The applause was frequent as the tell-
ing points In this paper were reached,
and it was heartily approved as a
whole,” A tenor solo by J. M. Hays,
was next in order; this also demanded
an encore, and was followed by an-ad-
dress and spirlt messages by Mrs. Anna
L. Robinson. She said that she ex-
pected there were critics In. the aundi-
ence, and hoped there were, for if we
had mo critics we should not have
grown to what we are to-day. We see.
our greatest joys through mists of
tears, Those of us who have mnot
known' sorrow cannot- enjoy the truths
of Spiritualism. It'is those who have
stood the trlals of grief who can see the,
light: The whole world is made up of
Spiritualists,- but they do not know if.
1t'is the natural religion of the soul, .

A vocal duet. by J. M. Hays and Mrs,
Giles, of Rochester, was beautifully
rendered, and was followed by an ad-
dress by Geo. P, Colby, of Rlorida, who
gave an-interesting talk rezardicg the

progress of Spirituallsm 14 the. South
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and Southwest. He said there werefollowed with a shori address

many in the South who knew nothing of
the extent of Spiritualism in other parts
of the country, and who had no idea of
the literature extant upon the subject,
and he declared the great drawback to
an understanding of tie subject was
the lack of organization.

A contralto solo was then given by
Mrs. Kate D. Hanford, of Rochester,
and the session closed with the benedice-
tion by Elizabeth Lowe Watsou.

EVENING.

A grand concert was on the program
for the evening. This called out a
large and enthusiastic audience who
were well repaid for their time and
money. A program that would do cred-
it to an Auditorium audience in Chi-
cago at a dollar admission, was given
by genuine artists, for the small sum of
twenty-five cents,

This little city of Rochester is fa-
vored with an unusual number of high-
class singers, and they are doing much
to add to the interest of this Jubilee
meeting. Mrs, Giles, Mrs. Kate Dewey-
Hanford, Mr. Engel and J. M. Hays are
a quartette who produce fine harmony.
Mpr. Whitelaw, of New York, is one of
the finest violinists of the couuntry,
while Mr, Arnold as a pianist, is pro-
nounced a wonder, It can bLe safely
sald that Manager Walker huas kept
faith with the public in promising that
high-class music would be an important
factor in the Golden Jubllee,

The evening entertainment concluded
with the wonderful fire test, by lsa
Wilson Kayner, of Chicago.

A committee of eight persons, among
whom were prominent loeal physicians,
members of the press and Dr. Paul
Gibier, of the Pasteur Institute, of New
York, took charge of the wmedium; they
were critical in their examinations and
at the close of the manifestations gave
in thelr report to the end that the con-
ditions were entirely satisfactory and
the manifestations beyond the ordinary.
The large audlence was deeply -
pressed with the seance and Is wonder-
ing what will come next.

Every session increases in interest
and enthusiasm, and the success of the
Golden Jubilee s now assured. Among
the prominent arrtvals yesterday were
Maggie Walte and Edgar W. Bmerson,
and with other well-known demonstra-
tors of the phenomenal side, the Jubilee
s now equipped for the presentation of
the phenomena as wg} as the philoso-
phy. Programs are 19w arranged and
from {his time there will not be a dull
hour {n the entire proceedings.

The Art Department under charge of
W. I1. Bach, is proving a very interest-
ing feature, and is largely patronized.
There is a prevailing sentiinent of Imr-
mony and unity of purpose, and this in-
sures success,

THIRD DAY-FRIDAY, JUNE 27.

The morning session opened at 10
ga. m. with Mrs. Richmond in the chair.
Subject for discussion, “Shall We Have
a Declaration of Principles?” The first
speaker to declare his convictions was
the world-wide traveler, Dr. J. M.
Pecebles, who took decided ground in
favor of the proposition. He was fol-
lowed by Rev, A, J. Weaver, of Oid
Orechard, Malne, who seemed apprehen-
sive that if we allowed such discussions
to proceed there was danger of in-
harmony In the convention and there
would be a division among the Spirit-
vallsts. Dr. Gibier, of the New York
Pasteur Institute, was the next speaker,
and was followed by Mrs. E. L. Watson
of Callforuin. Dr. Fred. L. H. Willis
read an interesting lefter from Judge
and Isabella Beecher Hooker, contain-
ing greetings to the friends assembled
and expressing rvegrets ihat circum-
stances prevenied their atiendance.
Speeches followed by Jennie Hagan
Jackson, Hou. A. Gaston, Dr. Smiith of
Brandon, Vt, and Dr. Willis. The
chair announced that a continuance of
the discussion could be looked for at a
future session.

There was a large attendance at the
nfternoon :session and plenty of en-
thusiasm, The session wgs interspersed
with fine musical numbers and they are
a feature of the Jubllee mectings.

Harrison D. Barrett read an interest-
fug paper by Dr. Dean Clarke, “Shall
We Have a Declaration of Principles?”
which was well received by members
of the convention, at the conclusion of
which, on motion of Mrs. Ricbmond,
the address was unanimously referred
to the proper committee, to be pre-
sented at the anvual meeting of the
National Association.

Wm. C. Hodge, of Chicago, was the
_next regular speaker, who took for his
topic, “Fifty Years.” He referred to
the: great advance Spiritualism Lad
made in the past, and this without or-
ganization, without educational institu-
tions, but thoughf much more might
have been accod¥plished with them.
He said: “If we have no houses of
refuge, no almshouses, we can console
ourselves that as a people we have
little need for them. If twe have built
no jails and penitentiaries, let us be
thankful that we have.not coniributed
to fill those already existing, If we
have built po. churches we +will not ]|
grieve over the fact, for if Spiritualism

_continues to advance as in the past, we
-ean buy churches much cheaper than

we can build them,” He stood squarely
for mediumship, but wanted stm1glft
goods, and scored the wunprincipled
charlatans who make merchandise of
the holiest emotions which . we  are
capable of enfertafning, . - .
. "Mrs, Loe F. Drlor, of Atlania, Ga.,

-~ e

yielding to the influence of her gui&g
she gave & number of convineing testy
and _messages. She was followed y
Helen Palmer Ressigue in g splendid
talk, and she is certuinly an eloguent
speaker. 8le sald: Spiritualism was
ouly another blossom upon the tree of
life, but it blossomed upon a }ittlé
higher branches. It came simply and
Datarally, not in purple and fine ral-
ment, but like all divine truth, in hu-
mility. It is answer to the prayer of
human souls and came (o solve the
problem of life and cleay away the
mists of death. It has come to make
men Gods and to destroy the fmage so
long enthroned in thejr fmaginution,
We have bLrought God down to tht;
bractical ethics of Hfe and hgve done in
fifty years what the church hug fajled
to do in 1900 years. Human souls are
the instrumenpts through which God
makes known his laws and his love
and humanity is greater than the idolé
it bas worshiped. 1 believe in the
human love Ly which we are one -
brotherhiood with God, clse we have no
such thing as one universal father”

Musie was again a featyre of the
evering program, and was plentifully
interspersed woug the other good
things offered. Jennle Hagan Juckson
was the first speaker of the evening,
and took for her topic “Lights On thé
Shores of Lime.” Her leeture Was re-
plete  with Dbeautiful thoughts and
metaphor, and was received with map-
H"estutlous of pleasure by the andience,
She closed with ay fmprovised poem
far above the daverage of such produc-
tlons, her subject, given by the au-
dience, *“Che Elevation of the Soul”

The exercises of the evening closed
with tests and delineations by Maggie
Walte of Californin, I'ne hour being
late she wasted no time fn prelim-
Inaries, but al onee proceeded to her
}vOJ'k. Blhe gave descriptions, names,
incidents and relationships rapidly, and
her tests with oue exception  were
readily recoguized. Among others ghe
deseribed an old nian, who claimed at
one thne to have Deen Mayor of
Rochester at the time the rappings at
Hydesville originated, and siving  his
full name. Calling for a response,
there was 1o one in the audience who
knew the facts in the case, Speaking
of this incident, the Mornisg Herald
fiys: “As a matler of fact, Joha B.
Elwood was Mayor of Rochester in
1847, a Hutle over fifty years ago, and
about the tlme that the Fox r:im)ings
came fnto public notice.”

The young people's meeting assem-
bled in the parlors of the Oshorne
House and leld a business session,
Comumlittees were nawed on rules aud
by-laws, and J. J. Morse, of Engling,
spoke interestingly of the movement ju
that country and fts success, 1. C. 1.
Evans was elected chairman of the
meeting, and he spoke of his work as
superintendent of the young people’s
department, There was some  discus-
slon as to the name for the soeioty,
whether or not the name “Spiritualist™
should be used. This was led by Mrs,
Richmond and the matter was referred
to a committee,

There was also a business meeting of
the New York State Association. held
at the Chamber of Commerce rooms,
wlhich was continued to the afternoon,
and which will close at the nest ses-
slon with thie election of oficers. The
various sessions are inereasing in inter-
est. There are new arrivals on every
train, we are cordially received by the
people of Rochester, are treated justly
and generonsly by the entive pross of
the city, and we at least ought to be

THE JUBILEE

Read Tle Progressive Thinker care-
fully this week. We spread before vou
a grand feast. You can have the
Jubjlee in your own homes. Dr,
Pecbles, Dr. Dean Clarke, Charleg
Dawbarn and H. D. Barrett have some-
thing especially important for you to
consider—enough intellectual food for
you to digest for a single month.
Valuable items from our correspondent.
After getling through with the grand
d.scourses of the Jubilee then tackle
the sermon dellvered by Rev, Jenkin
Lloyd Jomes. You will find it chock-
ful of Interesting and instructive mat-
ter. Taking a casual glance at the
paper, we wonder how auy thinking
Spiritualist can do without it, yet it is
a fact that not one Spiritualist—in 300
takes any Spiritualist paper whatever,

DON'T TRUST THEM.
Jesuits are tendering their setvices to
the government as army chaplains,
Dovw’t trust them. Their loyalty to the -

Pope is superior to thelr loyalty to the
land of thelr birth.

KISSING THE BIBLE.

The London Lancet continues its war -
on the dangerous-hablt of kisslng ‘the
 Bible in court. - It calls this hablt “a
comparatively modern and useless: ‘{n-
novation,”. -

THEY JOURNEY TOGETHER.

Salvation Army, is fitting out a contin--
gent for the gold fields of Alaska, while .
an- Edinburgh firm Is sending 30,000 -
bottles of whisky. It Is ever thus,

It 1s reported that Gen. Booth, of the = °
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Ao Address Contaning ,Sn_nie 'ExcEedineg Unpalatable Truths, yot Good
o fr Ao Know, R

' Delivered 'by',P'rBSiden't H. D. Barrett, at the Golden Jubilee of Modern- Spi»rit'ula(ism,
' ' ‘ Rochester, N. Y. B

-« [This address was kindly farnished
for publication In, The Progressive
Thinker, by. the speaker, in compliance
avith & telegram from this office, desir-

" - 4ng to spread it before our readers.]

This theme 18 at once iuspiring and
addening, and fills the mind with

hanglng emotions of pleasure and pain
as one contemplates the present stand-
ing of our cause in America. The his-
tory of fifty yeaws is now  before the
world to be read alike by friend and
foe, by the purblind partisap and preju-
diced bigot, according to the under-
standing of the respective readers. It
is a history of

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS,

successes and failures, trials and tri-
umphs, hopes and fears, wild specula-
tions and grand realizations, bright
_promises and bitter disappointments.
The waves have run high upon the spir-
‘itual ocean, have leaped far up the
rocky shores of materiality, bathing the
" _barren soil with the pure waters of

ie before. In'1803 Spiritualistic work
was divided into three distinet classes, |
vie.: Lectures, public tesis from ‘the;
platform, aud - phenomenal manifests-
tlons n public: clreles. " The lectures]
were often then and still-are followed
by tests or delineations or messnges
-through a test ‘medlum, “ Spiritualism
had come to sueh'a pass that its leaders
felt that people did not cave to hear lec-
tures Learing upon its scientific, philo-
sophical and religious lnes of thought,
but would gladly eome out to witness
the presentation of all sorts of phenom-
ena, They did pot ‘care to know the
source of these’ plenomena, provided
{1 the people were in attendance at 80

‘| much per head. During the past. five
Yyears an attempt bas been made to de-
termine the source; which fact has
given. rise to much discussion among
the Spiritualists of America,

The lecturers, or those who assume to
be such, now before the Spiritualistie
public number about thrée hundred and|
fifty persons of both'sexes, varying in

ging of the question and opens wide the

“where. Some so-called mediums .hold
4 seance every day, some two or three

photography, ete., are no doubt found-
ed upon fact, but their present status is
far from being what it should be. The
splendid work of Mary Andrews at
Moravia, N.Y., has been supplanted inthe
Beld of materialization by that which
will not bear ecareful investigation.
Test conditions to-day are not granted,
and the medium feels insulted if asked
to give them. Those who attend such
scauces often feel it to be an outrage
upon the medium if he be asked to sub-
wit to an examination, or give reason-
able test-proof conditions. The spe-
cious plea that materialization was scl-
entifically demonstrated by Sir Will-
lam Crookes and therefore it s abso-

lutely unnecessary to agaln prove it, is | !

the acme of folly, It is & complete beg-

door for the rankest kind of humbug,
In studying materialization in America,
I find that the same loose methods of
conducting a seance prevail every-

alded in this good work and will con-|
tinue to do 5o just so long as he is true |
] to his mediumship.- The. simulation of '
| the physical phenomena and the ease !
] with which some of the mental phases
{ can be duplicated, have served to put

an undeserved stigma upon mediumship

itself. To-day the question is how to ]

discriminate between the genuine and
the spurlous in wmediumship, How can

the true medium be protected and de- |

fended and the public relleved of the
possibility of being imposed upon? The
public, as well as the genuine nedinms,
should be given some consideration ju
this matter. No honest Investigator
shiould be.subjected to imposition, nor
breyed upon by the human vampires in
the sacred name of mediumship.

But how can this be obviated? By
systematic ~business-like organlzation,

-to the lack of which is largely due the

bresent fearful siate of things in Spix-
itualism, Had the Spiritualists been
thoroughly organized, these counter-
feiters could have been disposed of long
ago. Yithout organization they were
accountable to no one and were not
obliged to present any credentials as to
character and genuineness of medium-
ship. The presentation of the phenom-

ena could have been arranged in such

a way as to make every seance fraud-

proof, without injury. or prejudice to the

medium, if theve  had been thorough
organization in. past years. Beyond
this also, the public would have been
Informed as to the antecedents of all of
the pretended -mediums  and warned

are-often suspicious of their officers and

In iy opinion, they have retarded the

weeks of the year and you find that two

progress of our cguse in many loealitles million angd eighty thousand spirits are

and lave certainly caused it to be held ;
ap fo ridicule by our opponents, 'What- |
ever of goad.they may do, and I will |
admit that they do some good, I must |
contend that it is completely overshad- |
owed by the ridiculous travesty it puts
upon Spiritualisit before those who are
not famillar with its teachings,

Let us now return to the legally or-
ganized societies. "They are not nearly
50 numerous as the class just men-
tioned, but the influence of the former
often overshadows the latter, and does
not lead them to assume their proper
stations in the communities where they
are held. They have the elevated halls,
poor music, and ten-cent door fee to
which I have referred; they also wish
and expect every speaker to pay for
himself while the majority of the mem-
bers feel offended if asked to make up
a defleit in the revenues. ‘I'he members

of one another; they doubt the hon-
esty of the one who collects the fees at
the door, of the secretary, treasurer,
and all others through whose Ljands the
mouney of the society mast pass. All of
these difficulties and deplorable condi-
tions, are present facts that must be
met and a remedy forind.

I venture to suggest the remedy: It is

SYSTEMA’L‘IC ORGANIZATION.
1f fifty or one hundred persons in any

community were to sign a paper agree-
ing to give one or two dollars per month

annually grabbed or instructed In the
United States alone. If this work nas
been kept up for ten years, we have the
enormous suin of fwenty milliou, eight
hundred thousand souls as the number
relieved; in ten years more we have a
number beyond all reason. I do pot
doubt that there are dark or evil infly-
ences on the other side of life; I do not
doubt {hat some of them can be and are

aided by coming into contact with peo- .
ple yet in the form, buf I also believe:
that our spirit friends, those who have |
been In spirit life for centurles, are

AR BETTER QUALINIED -

to take care of the denizens of the spir-
it world than we mortals are. There-
fore, I f&el that the tendency to lay- too
much stress upon the capturing of evil
8pirits should be checked by calm, dis-
passlonate reasoning. I have no werd
of censure for those who have drifted
into this practice; I merely wish to call
the attention of the Spirituaiistic public
to the growing abuse to the end that it
may be obviated in the near future.
The agent to remove it is Systematic
Organization,

Despite these untoward circumstances
by which our Spiritualism iy confrent-

ed to-day, its coudition is by no means
hopeless. 1In fact, its present status is
in many ways very encouraging. Be-
lief in and effort in behalf of organiza-
tion gain ground every day, Local so-
cleties are gwinging into line as lega?ly

] promise of a great victory

auispiclous omens for the future of
Spiritvalism; with the settlement of
speakers for a full yeal or more over a
soelety, with

FRAUD TO BE BLIMINATED

from medlumshlp and the platform,
with a full, broad and elastic declary-
tion of prineiples to be Placed before
the world, with schools, colleges, libyg-
ties, hosplitals, sanitariumg and temples
to be established, with missionarie:
be supplied to sections wherg Spirit-
unlism is now unknown, we have ideals
of a high order to work for and the
g we pe):v_
severe to the end. The task can bg
d

| easily performed if we will ench one

our several parts, and defend prineiples
Instead of policy, We have the ‘meang
by which this work can be donej 1t 13
organization, pure, simple, busliness-like
organijzation. Our National Assoclation
is our servant, ready, willing and anx-
fous to do the necessary work, If it is
properly supported, if its claim ars
duly presented to the world, it wilF only
takke & very short time to eliminata
every objectionable feature from Spirit-
ualistic work,

The National Assoclation awalits the
orders of its master; it s strong in the
affections of the people, but has not ye
found its way into their lives to leat{
them to properly support it. Co-operas
tion is now the watchword of our angs|
and mortal friends; with that though
In mind, with that word emblazoned

age from fifteen years to eighty. From
Anon leaving the rank weeds, the un-jthis number societies are privileged to
gainly rocks, and yawning chasms to | Select such ones as they may wish to| two dollars per Lead admission. Yrom
again offend the eye, until another|dispense spiritual food unto the people. | fwelve to fifty persons frequent these
wave of progress hid them for a longer | A very few of these spehkers are per- seances, lience the medium, be he good,
- period from mortal sight. manently settled. I do not believe that|1aq or indifferent, manages to secure a
volution has been likened to the]there are ten persons who huve‘ Derina- | xo0d income from those who are willing
swaying of a pendulum that swings far | nent settlements as pastors. The vast in many cases to be imposed upon by
* out in one direction and then as far | majority of them are in ferce competi- | iy Materialization has been demon-
back in the opposite way, but whose | {100 with one another, and await calls | strated on several ocensions to be a fact
return earries the race a little fartheri from the various societies at prices va-|in noture, 1 am as certaln of the truth
‘forward than did its predecessor, hence | IyIng from two to fifteen dollars per|ag I am of the fact of spirit return,
these oscillations, to and fro) served to] Sunday, There are not twelve sotie-| honce wish to go on record not as one
Instruet humanity as well as to bear{ tles In the United States that pay more | who belleves in materialization but as
forward the cause of progression. In] than fifteen dollars per week to thelr| one who knows it to be true.
‘Bpiritualism this figure of the pendu-|Speakers. The fact is that many| p present condition and the erude
’lum may sell be applied; in 1848 it sbeakers deem themselves lucky If they | methods employed in its presentation

upon the banner of progress, the Ni-
tional Spiritualists’ Assoclation wil]l bs
the clbud by day and pillar of fire by
night to lead the Spiritualists of
Amerlca out of the Egypt of fraud, of -
mediumistic development at fitty dol-
lars per head, of organized injustice, of
Intolerance and bigotry, of doubt, skep-’
ticlsm, and blind credulity Mito the
Canaan of promise, where Truth is
king and mortals and immortals his
willing and faithful servants,

MANT MAN

gplrituality, only to recede ever and per day, others two, three and four

/ ! . Incorporated bodles, and are seeking to
times per week, always at fifty cents to

"put themselves upon a business basis,
No less than
SIX HUNDRED AND FIITY

meetings are held every Sunday under
Spiritualistic management, "he pres-
ent tendency is to become more thor-
oughly organized, and now that the
objects of the National Association are
better understood, they are seeking to
unite with it. The need of an advance
step is apparent to all, and I am
pleased to note that it will be taken as
soon as the way is shown. There are
now fifteen State Spiritualist Associa-
tions In existence, twelve having been

to the support of Spiritualist meetings,
a sufficlent revenue would be derived
therefrom, with collections taken at the
meetings, to provide comfortable halls
on the ground floor, good music and the
best of platform talent. No Spiritualist

against those who were unworthy of |
confidence. But the faflure to organize
properly has given us the present status
in medial manifestations, and folsted
upon our mevement the counterfeiters
for whom we have paid a high price.
Ag Spiritualists we wanted the marvel- | I8 80 poor as to be unable to do this, un-
ous and the demand was promptly sup- | less he or she be in the alms-house. If
plied by these human harples, whose | Spiritualists will but unite in a legally
consclences were closed to every mor- | organized and duly incorporated body,
al inflyence and whose natures were so | they can soon determine whom they
perverted as to make them unable to | can depend upon and can conduct their
feel for fiuman woe, business in a business-like manner.

Education ts also a remedy for exist- The Christian church has set Splr!tunl-
ing ills. The overcredulous ones in our | 1518 2 good example in this direction,
ranks should be led to see the right |4Dd a good example is always worthy

~8wept the thoughts of the masses far} secire oue engagement per month, and | are matters of grave concern to every | path by honest endeavor on the part of ?fnfmlilll;ltl:glsi }1;!5{1 (21“? mefi}l{s- csol)‘lgt“g}- organized during the past five years. | SOome Cogent Reflections
“out in the direction of spiritunl things, | either by means of private test work or | {yye Spiritualist. The genuine materi- | our teachers, The leaders of local so- ts ‘:d Spirit Eu]isl lfll(le‘coﬂlmgx dmtlu; We also report over fifty camp-meet- Thereon
‘but swung quickly back again at the| the kinduess of friends, get emough 0| nliztug medium Is obliged to compete | cleties should be influenced to see that | tY 2nd S 8 W Ings scattered over the nation which .

respect of all denominations through
their respect for themselves.

The present condition of our true
speakers and mediums Is also deplor-
able. Local socleties do not hesitate to
cancel their engagements, and by every
possible means seek to induce them to
reduce thelr prices. I venture to assert
that no speaker or medium in our ranks
can support himself and family upon
the income derived from our platform
to-day. He must have other work.
Railroad fares, board, rent, and other
expenses must be met, yet our speakers
are expected to work for from two dol-
lars to fifteen dolars per Sunday, which
is sometimes paid to them very grudg-
ingly by the local bodies, The wear and
tlear of travel upon their physi¢al forms
must be also taken into account. They
shorten the terms of their natural lives
through the hardships they are com-

live npon from one day to the nexi.
There may be twenty platform test me-
diums who can be properly clussed by eiploy confederates, or to play the
themselves. They have more definite | «g)o0k” themselves, with those who are
plans. becnuse fliey are fewer In num-| getermined to make money by any and
bers and are in such demand as to give all means in their power; hence the
them constant employment, usually at genuine medium has little incentive to
good wages. Some of these are forced go on with his work, when his honest
to add to their lucomes by means of | affoprts ave so completely ignored or un-
private siitings. A few of them com-|gpureciated. The genuine materializing
bine lecture and test work, hence com-| medium seldom produces ten full forms
mand the largest salaries, at a single seance. Above that number
lu viewing the present condition of his strengih will not permit him to go,
the lecturers and platform test medi- hence he fails to satisty the public be-
ums, po ratidnal mind ecan fail to see cause the average aitendant at these
that i{ is seances expects to see many times ten
» o [ N » forms in the course of a single evening.
FAR FROM SATISFAC,’IORL This places the genuine medium at o
They make precarious livings and are

often in want of food, elothing and shel- FEARIFUL DISADVANTAGE;

ter. They are compelled to travel from |y, wiya0 quality in lis work, while his
point to point, and are given no oppor- counterfeltlng competitor gives quan-
tunity (o improve their minds by the tity, which is more in demand by the’
reading and studying of the works of Sphiltuulistlc public.

the wisest writers of the ages. They | “\iytorinlization to-day Is the helght of
are expected to have n barrel of inspi-| ,ioinmeant to many Spiritualists who

ration ready to tap at a moment's no- aceept everything given them as gospel
tice, and many there are who care noth- truth. A counterfelling wedium fs in
ing for the kind of instruction given,

right is right and that fraud should not
be given the people because It pays in g
fluancial sense. This instruction can
only come through legitimate organiza-
tion. When we hate this, the publie
can soon be made to see fhat
i

CHARACTER MEANSL‘SOMETHING
on the Spiritualist platform, and that
while we believe in the largest possible
liberty, we do not beljeve in unqualified
license. Through. it ‘instrumentality
lso the world can be made to see that
Spirftualism is a reform movement as
well as a scientific principle and philo-
sophical cult. We shall ‘then bhave a
scholarly ministry inspived by the most
advanced minds in spirit life, in place
of the present unsatisfactory condition
of our rostrum. PR

The present condition (éf our platform
demands the serlous wttdntion of ever
true Spiritualist, ‘Ninety-nine out 0.’; pelled to undergo and through the self-
every hundred of our local societies are | 1Shness and indifference of many Spir-
numerieally and finnncially weak and itnalists. A remedy' for this il can
are lamentably inharmonious affalrs in | ¢sily be found in systematic organiza-
the majority of instances. Thoy hold tion, through whichvwill come the set-
thefr meetings upon the third floors of tlemen.t of our speakers and the proper
buildings without elevators, and scok | SUPROIt of the same.

with those who are the veriest hum-
bugs, with those who do not hesitate to

“call of the priests and prelates who saw
“that the gpiritueal impulsion would
surely destroy their trade unless they
could stay Its progress. After a few
Yyears scientists, statesmen and rational
thinkers were impréessed by and with
-the truths of Spiritualism, and again
“the pendulum of thought swung in the
direction of spiritual progress, carrying
with it scholars, statesmen, Xkings,
.queens, potentates, princes, aud other
~leaders of men, who were compelled to
caceept” the truths of  Spiritualism
+ through the demonstrations given them
by honest mediums, who eagerly court-
‘ed ap opportunity to prove the fact of
spirit return,

% This wave served to popularize Spir-
Hualism and interested all classes of
people in its claims, The social re-

- former, dletetic reformer, political re-

. former, reformers of every conceivable
order came into Spiritualism, heping
“thereby to secure the adoption of their
especial theories through its agency.
:On'the crest of this wave the social re-
former managed to secure the first

- place for himself, and through careful

are doing an excellent work.

Schools are now being agitated and
two of thiem have been established un-
der the leadership of Spiritualists, one
at Belvidere, N. J., and the other at
Mantua, Ohlo. Charitable work is also
receiving attention and a liome for aged
Spiritualists and mediums has recently
been purchased Ly the Veteran Spirit-
unlists’ Unlon. I wish I could report
that the said home was free from debt
and open to the public. As it Is nation-
al in character, it should be under such
auspices as will lead the Spiritoualists of
the nation to properly support it.

A few temples and chapels have been
erected by the Spiritualists, The pum-
ber is possibly seventy-five, while tem-
ple and camp-meeting property in the
United States alone is not less In value
than one million, two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars. The tendency is to
secure permanent homes for our lecal
societies throughout the land, and the
outlook in this direction is at least en-
couraging.  Spiritualism will be esti-
mated at its proper value as soon as its
societles own their places of worship.

Man is a temple of the living and
eternal forces and intelligence of na-
ture; or he is a part of these living
forces; or, as the Christian says, he g
a part of the living God, and is at one
with Gud; or, tn our moreliberal lan.
guage, man is a part of the living unt.
verse, and is immorta! only in the Bensg
that he Is a part of these living foree
that are eternal and can never die. Bu
that we are ecternally indtvidualized, [°
very much doubt. Because, while we
do have a positive proof that we con-
tinue our existence beyond this earth
life, we have not one fola of a proof
that man lives and exists in spirit or
soul-life forever. For it Is not possible-
for us to obtain this proof, for not a
soul ever cgme back from the land of
forever to report that he had reached
the “end of time,” and bad “lived
forever,”

And  when  Mr.  Schnar gnberge,
akes that assertion lhe hds prove
nolhing, only he has made an asseptio
that he eannot sustain. Even if thoy-
sands have returned and proclaimed

-mancuvering succeeded in making him-

. gelf the foremost factor in Spiritualistic
work. He rode his hobby very hard
and reached the highest position in his
career in 1873. Then this wave began
“to recede, ang for twenty full years car-
ried the tide of thought far away from
everything pertaining to progress along
-advanced lunes of spiritual thought.
During the advance of the wave, people
who had everytbing to gatn and noth-
ing to lose in character and social
standing, sought the

SHELTER OF SPIRITUALISM.

“There were the counterfeiters and char-
Intans whose work served 10 turn the
-wave of spiritual progress in the oppo-
site directlon and did all in thelr power
- 10 make merchandise out of that which’
is of the soul, hence in trutlh can never
‘be ‘hought and sold with the money
mnde of material things. )
They made good use of the field
thrown open to them by the retro-
gressive wave of 1873. By thelr simu-
“Jation of medial powers, they held the
‘attentlon of many people from whom
they unhesitatingly took all the money
they could get and even had the effront-
ery to exult over

THE AGOXIES OF SOUL

of those whom they systematically
robbed. Signs and wonders multiplied
during the twenty years of anarchy
that followed the blow of 1873. Ac-
countable to no one, to no body of peo-
:ple, to no chartered institution pro-
tected by law, those who were without
heart and conscience had a fine field in
~which to work, and they did not hesi-
tate to make hay while the sun shone,
Had the Spiritualists been thoroughly
organized, the counterfeiters could nev-
er have gotten such a strong hold in
their ranks, As it i85, the door was
openced to all classes of people, and
good, bad and indifferent rushed in to-
gether. Men and women who had been
found wanting by other denominations,
graduates from penal institutions, and
those who had found the church too
narrow for license sought Spiritualism
.as a fleld where they could do as they

full tide of popular favor because he
can produce from twetty-five {o one
hundred forms at a single seance? How
does he do it? By means of paid con-
federates and paraphernalin prepared
for use beforehand. Trap-doors, sliding
panels, back entrances to ihe cabinet,
L with confederates in the circle who sup-
be cured, s being cured, and soon will ply paraphernalia for costumes, ete., ac-
be cured by thorough organization, couut for many of these pretended phe-

The work of the platforn test med)- | nomena. It should also be remembered
ums i3 of unique character, hence|{)gt sufficient material to make up sev-
should not be classed with that of tbe| ) forms can be compressed into such
lecturers. ¥rom the days of Miss Liz- | smp]] proportions as to be concealed in
zle Keyser down o the present time, | one hand or a small tube, I have met
the platform test has been much in de- people who played spook for certain so-
inand on the part of mavy Spiritualiats. | called mediums n many sections of the
It origiually served the purpose of | Upjon. I know of people to-day whose
awaking an interest In Spiritualism and | gole Income Is derived from the work
was the means of couverting many. f{hey do at certaln seances and this is
The genuine coin can always be coun-| py 'no mewns the worst fenture of the
terfelted and this phase of mediumship | cage. People have been approached by
was no exception. Men and womel | thip counterfelters with direct offers of
whose sole object was money, no mat- money to travel with them to play
ter how or by what methods they ob-|gjooK at the pretended seances. The
tained it, have come into the ranks and | eraze for signs and wonders has result-
under the claim of mediumship have|aq in producing a coudition of affairs
palmed off a series of that is .

PRE-ARRANGED TRICKS SADLY DEMORALIZING.

in lieu of the genuine mauifestations of The licentious prnctlces of the materi-
the true platform test medium. In-|alizing seance-room beggar description.
formation bureaus have been estab-]We cannot from a public rostrum give
lished throughout the couniry, through | voice to a narration of facts that would
which these pseudo-medinms have pos- pollute the surrounding atmosphere.
sessed themselves of certalu facts con- | Sumfce it to say that almost every form
cerning mauy people whose relatives|gf plysical vice has been fndulged in
and friends have passed to the higher | under the cloak of angel manifestations
life. These facts have been complled until these seances are looked upon by
and carefully arranged, either in cipher| the intelligent public as the cesspools
or in print {n a little book often referred | of Spiritualism. The angel world now
to s the “blue-book,” from which tests | rises up through the lips of those who
(%) can be drawn at will are endeavoring to promulgate the
You are all famillar with many of | truth, that unquestionable evidence is
the startling manifestations given by |at hand to prove that there is scarcely
this method at some of our camp-meet- { one out of twenty materializing medi-
ings and local societies. These so-called { ums who is not simply preying upon
tests nine times out of ten are given to | the credulily i a portion of the public
8piritualists of long standing, whose |and feeding upon the weakness of the
records are known to this secret broth- | other, )
erhood. I mysell was at one time| While I am proud to say that true
rated as a “dead easy” subject and re- | Spiritualism is not responsible for these
ceived the same stock tests from doz- | awful things, they are yet, as I have
ens of these pretenders. I must not be stated, carried on In its name and con-
misunderstood in this connection; there | stitute a part of the present status of

provided it is labelled Inspiration. They
seldom speak more than two Sundays
in one place, and the frequent change of
speakers has resulted in giving the peo-
ple a mental dyspepsia that makes
them  uncomfortable and dissatisfied
when fed solid food. This disease can

to put anything and everything upon
their platforms that will draw a crowd.
The kind of phenomena, the character
of the speaker and the effect produced
are as nothing to those who act as offi-
cers of these societies, and in many
cases to the members of the same, They
have what passes for music but it
would hardly be recognized as such out-
side of the halls where these societies
tneet, The main object seems to make
the speaker or medium pay for himself,
and if possible leave a few dollars jn
the treasury so that the officers and
members will not have to pay anything
out of their own pockets in case the
fiext speaker fails to “draw” an audi-
euce large enough to pay his meagre
salary.

At the present time, I find probably

FOUR HUNDRED MEETINGS

held every Sunday in the United States
for individual profit only. These meet-
ings are organized either by some phe-
nomenal medium or by some one who
has influence with a certain class of me-
diums. The miedium or indlvjdual hires
a hall in bhis own name, advertises the
meeting and charges a ten-cent admis-
sion at the door. All money taken in
over and above expenses goes into the
pocket of the medium. In cage the
manager is not a medium, he invites all
mediums desirous of public engage-
menis to take part in the meetings un-
der the plea that if they do take part
the practice of speaking or test-giving
will aid the development of their psy-
chie powers and perhaps it them for a
bronder field of labor for which every-
onc aspires. To these meetings flock
the half-developed mediums and those
mediums who do not scruple to supple-
ment their real powers with spurious
manifestations as well as the tricksters
who are in search of information to be
used in their private sittings. These
meetings often draw larger crowds than

do the legitimately organized socleties.

It should be remembered, however,
that the people who go .to them wish
amusement rather than ifjstruction, and
care nothing whatevg.r‘ about the phil-

‘need attention I freely admit; that

Spiritualism to-day does not have the
influence it should in social, political,
industrial and educational circles, Its
force is wasied through the expenditure
of energy and money in railroad travel
and the lack of proper organization.
Sectarian text-books are in many of our
public schiools, cluss legislation is enact-
ed by the majority of our States; the
avenues of reform are closed (o re-
pentaitt sinners and the politiclans re-
fuse {o recognize our people as faclors
in the body politic. Laws against our
mediums and magnetic physicians are
upon the statute-books of

FORTY-FOUR STATES

of the Union. In some states it is even
illegal to hold Spiritualist meetings on
Sunday, because Spiritualism is not
considered a religion. I would be In-
clined to doubt its belng a religion or
anything else of value, if it were to be
judged by some of the meetings held
forth In its name. The remedy for the
ills mentioned in these several direc-
tions is systematic organization. This
would make true and worthy men and
women the public represeniatives of
Spiritualism, and result in the retire-
ment of all questionable elements from
their positions as officers of societics, or
platform speakers.

1 wish here to introduce a few para-
graphs in all kindness of spirit, concern-
ing a matter of no litile moment to our
cause. During the past five years I
have had occaslon to visit a large num-
ber of cities and towns in connection
with my work in Spiritualism. I have
found one condition that nearly every-
where obtains which I believe is being
carried too far. 1 have found scores of
places where Spiritualists have with-
drawn from all work i{n connection +with
Spiritualism and are devoting them-
selves to select circles for the purpose
of capturing evil spirits or of removing
evil influences-from those who claim to
be obsessed. That there are evil influ-
ences and spirits in darkness on the
other side I know full well; that they

those who hold these circles are in-

The Childrens’ Lyceums or Sunday-
schools are far from satisfaclory but
thelr present condition is much better
than it was five years ago. There may

possibly be ifty lyceums in the United
States. A

NATIONAL LYCEUM ASSOCIATION

has been organized as an adjunct of the

N. 8. A, and will become a powerful
ally if properly supported. Tlhrough-

out the country I find new interest in

the lyceums, hence feel that a bright
future is before us if we continue to
work carnestly for organization.

Over one hundred journals and mag-
azines are now published in the inter-

ests of Spiritualism in different parts of

the globe. Forty of them are In the
Spanish tongue, twenty in English, six-
teen in French, and the remalnder di-
vided among the German, Portuguese,
Russian, Dutch and Scandinavian lan-
guages. It is difficult to estimate the
number of books that have been writ-

ten and published during the past fifty
years in the name of Spiritualism,
probably upwards of one thousand vol-
umes, some of which have gonethrough

It is

more than forty editions. Many of

these works are of but little value from
a literary standpoint, yet the majority
of them will compare favorably with
the best works of the ablest authors of
other schools of thought. If Spiritual-
ists supported their journals better, if
they would read more of
books that have been published, they
would certainly be better able to labor
for the good of the cause than they are
to-day. It is a sigpiticant fact that our
opponents are betier posted with re-
gard {o our literature than are our
Spirituallsts. Our journals are eagerly
read by clergymen of all devomina-
tions, while our books are studied with
care in order that their claims may be
refuted. It is a shame that our Spirit-
ualists do not do lkewise.

their best

Spiritualisin is affecting the utter-

ances of many pulpits; it is finding its
way into all of tbe novels of the age;
and is tempering the pbilosophical de-
ductions of the wisest minds in all de-
partments of learning, It has assumed

that they live In spirit life forever, it ig
yet only an asserton, it proves nothing;
there is no fact sustained,

So I yet assert without fear of con-
tradiction, that we have not one lota of
proof that man is an indlvidualizeq
entity and exists in all the ages of an
eternal tiwme that slmh last forever and
forever,

This proof cannot be obtained in any
manner whatever, for the end of timé,
which would not even be the forever,
has not come to us yet: that forever 18
along way ahead of us mortals, and we
cannot even comprehend when forever
18 or will be.

THE BRAIN OF MAN,

Dr. C. W. Hidden says: “The more
we study and the closer we investigate,
the more convincing appears the evi-
dence that the brain is not the source
of thought. 1ts true source Is as yet
beyond the grasp of physical science; it
seems dependent upon some outer
agent or agency.” How true these
words are. *“The more we study and
the closer we investigate, the more we
find that man's brain is not the source
of thought.”

To explain, maw’s brain is a sensitive
organ, as is his whole nervous system,
and his soul consists of an atom of in-
tellizence, or rather a scintillntion of
intelligence from the great eternal in-
telligence of the universe around usg, in
wbich we move, live, and have our be-
ing; therefore just as much as man's
brain is capable of receiving, just so
much soul will he have; or just as
muclt a8 his brain is capable of being
acted upon by the great soul of the uni-
verse, just s0 much intelligonce will he
display; therefore the Doctor is right
when he asserts that man’s brain is not
the source of thought any more than
his whole hody is the source of thought, -
Man’s body—spirit, soul and all—and
all the earth and all it contains, are hut
the outward expression of the soul of
the universe, and the God of this whole .
creation is simply the soul of all things
whose body nature is. )

Buffale, N, Y. J. W, DEXNIR.

- pleased and be called to account by no
one.
In 1893 the spirit world determined to
issue a call for an advance movement
.on the part of their allles on earth.
This they did in one emphatic demand
for co-operation on the part of mortals.
“A new Spiritual wave was set in mo-
tion and the pendulum of progress was
‘ptarted by it on ifs return in the right
direction. Obedient to the call of the
. ‘arisen leaders of men, the present Na-
" iienal Spirituatists’ Association was or-

zanized September 29, S. E,, 45, A. D.
- 1883, For five years it has held steadily

tensely honest I also know, but that
mortals should neglect their work on
earth to do something that the higher |-
forces in spirit life are much better
equipped to do seems to me to be open
to question. I liave met people who
have told me that they have pulled
more than one hundred evil gpirits off
from the spinal coluims of their pntients
and away from their hearts (for which
they were pald nfany dollars), but that
the patients would be cured as soon as
a few more 8cores of evil influences had
been extracted. I have met people who
bave sald that they did not care to go to
Spiritualist meetings any more, because

osophy and religion" of , Spiritualism.
The manifestations at these irregular
meetings are generdlly, very crude,
often Iudicrous, and’ gofdetimes absoe
lutely

I
RIDICULOUS AND:VULGAR.
The English language g Gutraged In ov-

‘ery possible way, whilg.tﬁe tests, delin-
cations and psychometrid' readings are
of an order indescribable, The people
present are largely qﬁ‘r&b(&ity hunters,
full of fun and deterthined to have a
good time. .I have heard many people
characterize these gatl_x‘éﬁggs by every
conceivable title, and’ stite that the

proportions that its opponents cannot
ignore, and is now

RECOGNIZED AS A FACTOR

in the religious, social and reform work
of the day. Through its State and Na-
tional Associations it commauds the
respect of the secular press and js now
discussed with some degree of tolera-
tion by the sclentific world. It has
made it necessary to organize societies
for psychical research through which it
is demonstrating its facts and forcing
its acceptance upon minds heretofore
fettered by the lifeless chains of ma-
terlalism, It is now forcing an {nterest

are gonuine platform test mediums,|our canse. Thete are many other con-
whose work ‘ ditions of similar moment M;Zdt impgrt
- ) attached to the presentation of the phe-
IS ABOVE REFROACH, nomena of Spiritualism to-day, that are
and are themselves above suspicion in{aven defended by many Spiritualists
all directions. I do0 not refer to them, beeause the parties involved are real or
but I do refer to the tricksters pure and pretended mediums,
simple, and to those who, having genu- In the trumpet test, slate-writing,
ine gifts, will yet descend o counter- etherealization, transfiguration, Inspira-
feiting because it is easler for them to tional spesking and other forms of
satlsfy a hungry audience In that way. | mapitestation there are many simula-
The exchange bureau'is also & factor | oo and much pretense, But none of
that must be considered in connection them involve licentious practices to the
with this matter. A man or woman|erient the above do, hence do not Te.
oil'ils way, urging the devotees of Spir- | collects Information in 2 certain City or | quire extended motice. With confeder.

“The Bridge Between 1+wo Worlds '
By Abby A. Judsen. This book 15 ded-
deated to all earnest souls who desire,
by harmonizing thelr physical bodles
and thelr physical bodies - with
aniversal nature and thelr souls with
the higher intelligences, to come into’
cloger connection with the purer realms
of the Spirit-World. It is written in the
sweet spiritual tone that characterizeg
all of Miss Judson's literary - works,
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents,

“The Dead Man's Message,” an occull:
romance by Florence Marryat, The
author's wide experience In Spiritual.-

1

itualism to follow its lead out of the|toWn, Which is furnished to every one|gias and the power of ventriloquism,
realm of disorder and chaocs Into the| 1o is willing to descend to the prac- coupled with a thorough acquaintance
~2alm of spiritual knowledge and wis-| tice of fraud when filling an SDBALE- | with the exchange bureaus, a counter-
dom. It has done a good work, and its| meDt in that place, The Informant is{ gott trumpet medium can give a reason-
“history 15 one of which no Spiritualist | Pald s0 much per month by the frater-| aply good seance. By means of pre-
need to feel ashamed. It could have|Dity whom be serves. Through this pared slates, with false fronts, or
fone. more had the Splritualists of | bureau the names of all Spiritualists{ glejpht.of-hand  work, independent
America heeded the call of their angel | 2Te made known as well a5 the names slate-writing can be duplicated, The
friends and clasped hands with them In| Of 2l Ilntetested friends, curiosity- |y of chemicals, cosmetics, lluminated
the spirit of co-operation for the sake{ Seekers and investigators. The bureau|qotn and transparencles will make
of sulfering humanity. ) of inf_ormation and exchange bureat | otherentization very easy for a counter-
1t is fitting that we should consider| PATtake of the same nature but differ in | feiter, These are facts In connection
the condition of Spiritualism when the{ their methods of work. We find them | ((i¢h the present condition of Spiritual-
National Association was formed in{8ctive and prominent .at the present|icm that have served to bring it into
“1803." There has been a decided time In connection with bogus test work the questionable state it 1s In to-day. It
e E ETT in Spirituallsm. I say again thgt Id0fmust be admitted that fraud in tme-
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER not refer {o the true test medium b | djumship and pretense on the part of
-wlthin the past five years, vet the pres.{ this discussion, ' .some of our speakers are not conduciye
snt condition of things in Spirituallsm| Let us now consider other phenom- | to win the respect of the rational, hon-
Is such as to indicate that even greater | enal phases of mediumship very briefly. { est minds among mea. : .
form work is to be doné in the next{ Materialization, etherealization, thei{ From the most relisble resources 1 ]
¢Ww years to come than has ever been trumpet test, independent volces, spirit learn that there are about )

'

“show is as good as a ,Ejrcig.” The ten-
cent fée at the door certainly places the
meetings on the level of the dime mu-
seum entertainment, hence it is not un-
natural that they should be classed as
Buch by the visitors. By these meet-
ings the public is led to believe that all
Splritualist gatherlngs are of a similar
nature, and §¢ is not to be wondered at
that intelligeht people fail to see any
good in Splritnalism, It is here objected
that these meetings often a’d in the de-
velopment of true and worthy workers,
but my experience leads me to conclude
that where one Is helped to do a legit-
imate work, a dozen are induced to fol-
low questionable methods to obtain pat-
ronage. It makes the exchange of tests
very easy. indeed, and gives the half-

developed mediums a chance {o bid for |

private work. These meetings are also

7 the solg source of {ncome of many of

they had to pay ten cents admission at
the door, whereas they could stay at
liome or visit a nmeighbor and

CATCH THE BAD SPIRITS.

by the dozen throughout an entire even-
ing for nothing. These spirit capturers
are generally honest, and always in
earnest. They firmly belleve that'they
are doing a higher, a more beneficial |
work for Spiritualism, than are all of
our: platform lecturers, and test medi-
ums combined. YWherever local socle-
ties have once existed and are now no
more, one, {wo, and sometimes a balf
dozen of ibese secret circles are to be
found working Yor the good of the be-
nighted denlzens of the spirit world to
the utfer neglect of those who are in
need of spiritual food on this side,

I wish the Bpiritualists to consider |
this .question for a ywoment. I am firp.

in political and social reforms on the
part of Spiritualists. It is calling a
halt upon class legislation, and is ever
] urging its followers to work together to
| sgcure the repeal of every measure in-
imical to progress. It demands medical
freedom a5 well as political freedom; it
stands forth as a leyal champion of the
‘doctrines of a “sound mind a a sound
bedy,” hence is opposed to vacelnation
in every form, In fact, it stands for
every measure designed to benefit the |
human race. C h

-Within our ranks a mighty change

for the better’ has been noticeable
during the past five years. The con-
science of every fpiritualist has been
quickeped and the . unanimous verdict
‘of all true Spiritualists is 10 the effect
that fraud must go; that a higher
moral tone for the platform 4g neces-
sary and must be fortheoming;  that

‘First. The Philosophy of Cure,

ism and her study of occult sclence
have prepared herto write this romance,
which will be found laden with gemg
picked up in the course of her investi-.
gation and studles. Cloth §1. For sale
at this office. o

“From Night to Morn, or An Appesl
to the Baptist Church.” By Abby A,
Judson. Gives anaccount of her experi-
ence In passing from the old faith of hep
parents to the 1ight and knowledge of:
Spiritualism. It is written in a sweot’
spirit, and is well adapted 1o place. i
the hands of Christinn people. Price
15 cents. .

“Human Cuiture an@ Cure. Parg
in.
cluding Methods and lnstruments)."(By
. I, Babbitt, M. D, LL. D. A very in.
structive and valoable work, It skonig
have 8 wide circulation, g8 it well ful.
fills the promise of its title. For sale
at this office. Price 76 cents.’ B
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© *WRITE PLAINLY.

We would like to Impress upon the
miuds of our correspondents tbhat The
Progressive Thinker is set up on- 2
Linotype machine that must make
speed equal to about four compositors.
That means rapld work, and it s essen-
tial that all copy, to insure insertion in
the paper, all other requirements being
favorable, should be written thh.mk
on white paper, or with ‘a typewriter,
aund on only one side of the paper. 1f
you are not a fairly good penmmab,
please have your communications
copied by some one who is, and oblige
T'he Progressive Thinker.

-CONTRIBU'LORS;—Each contributor
is alone responsible for any assertions
or statements he may moke. The editor
allows this freedom of expression, be-
lieving that the cause of truth can be
best subserved thereby. Many of the
sentiments uttered in an article may be
digmetrically opposed to his belief, yet
that 1s no. réason why they should be
suppressed. No one person has the
whole truth, hence kindly feelings
should always be entertained for those
who differ from you. :

Secretary writes: ‘“The Lake View
Spirvitualist Union bas listened with
great pleasure and profit during the
past mouth to the able lectures of Will
C. Hodge, and all wish that he might

" continue the work among our people,
Mr. Hodge has a pecullarly clear and
pleasing manner of speech, which holds
his audience from beginning to close of

_ his lectures. Nothing s uttered -that

" could offend the most sensitive, while

" the clear and instructive lessons de-
: rived, backed up by personal experi-
. ences of the speaker, must convinee the
most skeptical of the truths in our
beautiful philosophy.  Mr. Hodge has
gone to"Rochester, to attend the Jubil-
lee, Our good wishes attend him and
“his work in other fields, We can heart-

. 1ly recoumend him as a faithful worker
to any society, as one who has always
an encouraging word for the right, ever
_fearless in puttivg down fraud wher-
ever known.”

P, O. Mills, State Agent, writes from
Tdmonds, Washington: “At a prelimi-
pary meeting at ‘Tacoma, Washington,

. it was decided to bold the State Con-
“vention at that place on Wednesday and

. Thursday, June 22 and 23. It was also

. decided to have the representation con-

. gist of two delegaies from each soclety
now chartered by the Natlonal Spirit-
ualists’ Association, and the president
of such chartered society shall be a
voting wmember by virtue of their office,
This includes only such societies as are
‘chartered now by the N. 8. A, All
"towns and districts shall be entitled to
one representative; the large cites to
‘be divided so as to give them a falr
representation.  All Spirituallsts are
earnestly and cordinlly solicited to con-
tribute thelr influence to this movement
and make it a success by sending dele-
gates to take part in the deliberations,
and plans for future work.”

“1. M. White writes from El Dorado

Springs, Mo.: *1 have been working 1?(

Trort Scott, Kas.,for some time, but a
ihe city has an ordinance agajnst me-
diums, it is hard to get people together
there, although there are many who
would like {o investigate. They seem
to fear the law and the Christian ele-
ment. I expect to remain in this place
for a fortnight, as there is a great in-
terest here and many are sceking the
light, owing to the untlring efforts of
Mrs, M. H, Andrews, who is about to
leate for another ficld. 1 am open to
camp engagemeuts from June 14 to
Angust 20, when I expect to attend the
Catalpa Park Camp at Liberal, Mo.”

Mrs. J. W. Kratz is ppen for engage-
ments for camps, as also for the fall
and winter season as lecturer and test
medium. Terms reasonable.  Addvess
her at 224 Cherry street, Evansville,
Ind.

Chester 8. Rouse writes: “Your ed-
itorials have taken a wide theme for
elueldation, and if all appreciate them
as I do, many will be convinced of the
rottenness of Christianity and its spu-
rious claims. May you long labor in
your chosen field and be apprecinted at
your true worth, is my best wish for
you."

R, C. Richardson writes from Osh-
kosh, Wis.: “Mrs. Kayner came here
last Friday for the purpose of holding
some meetings, but on Sunday wmorning
‘slie got a telegram rom her husband
desiring her return, to go to attend the
Jubilee; so I Invited a few friends for a
little meeting in my bouse for the pur-
-pose of introducing Mrs, Kayner. Over
thirty were present, lncluding a doctor,
lawyer, minister, and two professors of
our Normal School. Mrs, Kayner gave
us a little talk, then in her pleasing
way entertained us for an hour and a
half, giving readings from articles. All
left very highly pleased with her. She
left a prowmise to return again soon to
renew the work here.”

- The meetings of the Lake View Spir-
itualist Union. at Belden and Lincoln
avenues, will be discontinued until Sep-
“tember. The society contemplates
~holding frequent grove meetings during
the summer, due notice of which will
be given. The society closes a profit-
“able year's work, with the prospect of
opening the regular meetings in Sep-
‘tember in a desirable location, with
able workers to assist ju presenting the
iruth to those who may attend.

Paul 8. Gillette writes from Omaha,
Neb.: “Mr. and Mrs. Wm. E. Bonney
have been doing an effective work at
Blair; Neb. They have organized a so-
ciety at that place of twenty-five char-
.ter members and taken out a charter
from the State Spiritualists’ Associa-
tion of Nebraska. Ebpcouragement is
due to such duty as Mr. and Mrs. Bon-
ney have rendered Nebraska Spiritual-
ists during the last six or seven
‘months.”

© Geo. W. Walrond, trance lecturer and
inspirational musician, has resumed his
Sunday evening services in Denver,
Col, Large appreciative audiences as-
‘semble at ench meeting to listen to the
‘pld, old, yet ever fresh story of spirit
return and to receive spirit messages
from their loved ones. which Mr. Wal-
rond is able to give under gpirit in-
‘fluence. His musical improvisations on
the piano ‘astonish everyoune.

" Yere V. Hunt writes: “An interesting
‘seapce took place on the evening of
May 20, at the residence of Mrs. C. M,
‘Anderson, 201 West Erie street, Chi-
cago,. G. V. Cordingly being the wme-
-dium. Two physicians, a lawyer, and
‘a druggist, were among the circle of
thirteen that sat round the table, and
of the thirteen more than nine were
gkeptics regarding spiritualistic phe-
iomena. Two. of these. skeptics held
ghe medium’s hands, and placed their
‘Keet on his. Almost immediately many
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beautiful spivit lights floated around
the spivit eirele, spirit friends whis-
bered words of consolation through the
trumpet, a large music-box on the table
commenced to play, and hands were
laid upon many of the most aggressive
ly skeptical, as well as on believers.”
Dr, Clarence 8. Tisdale writes from
Joplin, Mo.: “I will accept calls to lec-
ture for cawps in KXansas and Missouri,
on conditions that my expenses are
paid. -1 will aceept no other fees;
camps desiring something interesting
and scientific will do well to address me
for further information without delay.”
Dellg B. Platt writes from Battle
Creek, Mich.: “Mrs. Sarah A. Walters,

instructive lecture in Royal Temple
Hall, Sunday afternoon, May 15.”

There will be a jubilee and festival
glven by the Progressive Spiritual
Church aud its membels, under the
ausplces of G, V. Cordingley, Wednes-
day evening, June 8, at Handel Hall,
40 Randolph street, large auditorium,
An excellent musical and literary pro-
gram will be presented, comprising
many well-known artists. In addition,
Mrs. Hatfleld Pettlbone, Max Hoffman
and G. V. Cordingley, will give tests.

¥, J. York wriites from Toronto:
‘“Lorento has, during the past ten days,
been receiving showers of spiritual
blessings. On Sunday, 15th of May,
Mr. and Mrs. George W, Kates opened
a series of Spiritual meetings which
have jncreased in interest and attend-
aunce uutil on the closing evening it was
estimated one hundred people were
turned away. Meetings were held every
pight in the week, Mr. and Mrs. Kates
attending as speakers, but the latter
spending an average of one hour each
evening in giving tests, and these being
in every instance recognized. The lec-
tures were really excellent expositions
of the Spiritual philosophy in many
phases, and nothing more eloguent, in-
spiring and ~edifying has ever been
heard in Toronto. It was the privilege
of thie writer to have been associated as
a co-worker with Mr. and Mrs. Kates in
Tennessee over eleven years ago, and
the Improvement noticed in thelr work
is something truly wonderful. The
spirit tests of Mrs, Kates are especially
convineing, Mrs, Kates would give the
names of spirits In every case, and de-
scriptlons, with incidents in thelr lives
that made their identity beyond ques-
tion. ‘The hall was very tastefully dec-
orated, the speaker's platform being
banked with - pretty flowers, crowned
with Easter lilies, the gift of Mr.
George Oliver. Their work in 'I'oronto
has been a verltable Spiritual Pente-
cost.”

Mrs, J. W. Kraiz writes: I find 1
can't keep house without The Progress-
ive Thinker, 1 felt there was a part of
myself missing while away from home,
in not receiving it promptly. As soon
as it arrives work ceases until I have
read its pages. I received an automatic
sketeh for the Thinker which I sent to
the Art Department at Rochester for
the Jubilee.”

Mrs. Maggie Waite atlended the
Jubilee at Rochester.

W. I, Peck has finished his geason at
Minneapolis with large apd gnthusiastic
audiences. He speaks one Sunday in
St. Paul, then goes home to St. Louls
for a wmonth's rest before the camp-
meetings,

J. Burger, secretary, writes f{rom
Peorin, Ill.: “The First Spiritual
Church of Peoria met Monday, May 17,
and appointed a nmew minister 1o take
the place of Dr. C. . . Benton. Trus-
tees wore clected for the ensuing term,
who afterward ordained Mrs. Sara A.
Ostell as minister. There are some
sixty members enrolled, and it is hoped
the spirit of good will and harmony
will unite all our hearts for the good of
our cause.”

The First Society of Resicruciaus
(under the auspices of the Order of the
White Rose) meets every Sunday of
June and July, at 11 a, m. and 8 p. m.,
at their conference hall, 508 LeMoyne
Block, 40 East Randolph street,, J. C.
F. Grumbine, lecturer. Mr. W. W.
Tatum will give clairvoyant and psy-
chical phenomena at each service.
Special classes for divine sclience and
spiritual unfoldment, by J. C. I, Grum-
bine, meeot in suite 418 LeMoyne
Block, 40 East Randolph street, at 2:30
and 8 p. m. each Tuesday and KFriday.
Approved literature sold after each
function. Miss Iloreuce Hedvick,
planist, and Miss Elsie Hedrick, sec-
retary.

J. C. Blodgett writes from Mt. Pleas-
ant Park, Clinton, Iowa: “I have been
spending a few days at Mt. Pleasant
Park, and must say, with its beautiful
wild flowers, its luxuriaut grass and its
dense folinge of trees, make it the most
delightful spot in the Mississippt Val-
ley. Under the able management of our
wortby superintendent, Dr. J. C. Phil-
lips, hie has made it a perfect Garden of
Eden., I was very much pleased to
learn that so many of our people are
taking advantage of the beauty and
comfart of our park, to make for them-
Lselves perinanent homes. There are
nine families already permanently lo-
cated in the park, who together with
the roomers and lLoarders, make quite
a nice little colony. The sound of the
axe, hammer and trowel are heard on
every hand and many new cottages and
permaunent improvements are being
made everywhere, which speaks vol-
umes for the future of Mt. Pleasant
Park. Ervery indication looks favorable
for a very successful meeting of our as-
sociation the coming season. We in-
vite all to speak a kind word for our
success and urge their friends to spend
a month with us. In this connection I
would suggest to the friends who con-
template visiting our camp this year,
that they apply early to our superin-
tendent, J. C. Phillips, Clinton, Iowa,
for cottages, rooms, or tents, so he may
have ample time to prepare for all, and
they may secure what they desire.”

All Spiritualists of Washington are
requested to meet In Tacoma, June 22
and 28, to organize a State Association,
guxiliary to the N. 8. A. Delegatgs will
be entertained. Write for further in-
formation to Frances A. Sheldon, State
Organizer, Chehalis, Wash,

Universal Spiritual Soclety, 528 West
63d street, Hopkins' Hall, Englewood.
Mrs. Trudelle, pastor. Meetings at
2:30 and 7:30.

Ralph Stanley writes from Seattle,
Wash.: “Seattle is enjoylng a veritable
Spiritual boom, it being honored by

in the country.. Prof. Swaris, of Chi-
cago, well-known to every part of the
United States, is . glving his  lecturer
here with great success. - Dr. York, the
noted liberal orator, enjoys large au-

sonic Temple, -Mr. and Mrs. Lovejoy.

of San Francisco, are doing a good
1work with tests and lectures. Mrs. Ada

of Auburn, N. Y,, gave & very fine and’

some of the best mediums and speakers-

diences on Sunday evenings at the Ma-

A AR PSS TR A ae R e
fwbgﬂwlgm b :mgﬁv. v
Ing at Peitis Hgll, and Qer hallot gﬁs
aré very convincing to:the most skep-
tical, %hg will yemain With us & few
weeks longer. Dr. Harlow Davis, the
platform test mediuw, hag veturned for
a short visit and is holding meetings in
Elks Hall to crowded houses. Mis.
Esther Thomas, the inspiragtional,
poetic and test medium, holds her nieet-
lngs every Sunday in Pettls Hall, in
connection with Mrs. Ada Koy, These
meetings  will be continued Indefi-
nitely.” :

G. I, Perkins will return to Chicago,
G87 North Clark street, this week, and
will see all friends that may desire to
call after June 1, The usual ecircles
Monday and Friday evenings and
‘Thursday afternoons will be resumed.
Ohio, last Sunduy evening. The con-

Memorial services were held by the
First Spiritual Soclely of Hamilton,
trolling  inielligence was Benj. F.
Butler. '

FALL INE FALLIN!

Close Up the Ranks, and
Forward, March,

Spil_'ltli'a,lists of Illinofs:

- “It’s cleaning time for heéalthy souls;
Git up and dust! the spring has come,”

An opportunity now confronts you to
make the most thorough organization of
our forces ever effected in Illinofs, - ‘The
official board decided atits Blooming-
ton Weeting, on the 14th inst., to donate
to every  soclety which applies for an
auxiliary cbarter by June 15, a sum
equal to the required charter fee, thus
removing an obstacle to the co-opera-
tion of several struggling bands, Every
society in the state is invited to emroll
itself at once.

While seeking to transform all wisely
located city meetings into permanent
centers of power, we are equally anx-
ious to organize in every town, hamlet
and neighborhood, where seven or
more Spiritualists from three or more
familles can be banded together. The
small but active socleties are an essen-
tinl factor in the spread of our truth,

Only through local orgunization can
your community secure representation
in the State Association, to which you
will then be entitled to send annually
one delegate for every ten members or
major fraction theregf. If you muster
only the required seven you will be en-
titled to one representative in the State
Councils. -

1linols can only secure voice and vote
in the National Association by means of
representatives sent from the present
State organization.

- Unity of action thus becomes the.key
to effective work for our homes, our
State and the Nation. .

Advise the secretary, at Fulton, 111,
when and what kind of assistance you
need in the way of specinl meetings.

Houorary memberships (one dollar)
together_with any douations, should be
seut to Ervin A, Rice, wreasurer, 6646
Perry avenue, Chicago,

“Is that a sacrifice which brings its
own blest reward in healthful activity,
the consciousness of doing good, peace
of mind, and a bright hope of & glorious
destiny bereafter?” .

The officers are but creatures of the
passing hour, while a strong organiza-
tion continues unbrokenly,

GEO. B. WARNE, Pres.

M. H. McGRATH, Sec’y.

.

The Pathos of a Single Life.

One of these single women, after
living alone in her little hut on Cape
Cod, until old age, a reticent, wiserly
creature, beeame at sixly suddenly
and violently insane. Her physician,
wiser than *his kind, prescribed no
medicine but procured a huge doll and
the clothes of a baby and gave them to
her. She was at once quieted. She
trented the doll as if it were alive, fed
it, slept with it in Ter arms, worrled
over its diseases, ran to the neighbors
to tell of its sayings aund pretty ways.
It was her child; God bad given it to
her at last. While she lived it kept her
occupled and happy.—Rebecca Harding
Davls in the Century.

PASSED TO SPIRIT-LIFBE.

[Obltnaries to the extent of teu lines
only will be inserted free.}

This is to inform my friends of the
departure for the spirit world, of Har-
riet M. Blakeman, my pure loving, and
dear wife, a staunch Spiritualist for
over 45 yoars. Aged 76 years. Leaving
me behind to mourn my great bereave-
ment, although 1 know that my great
loss is great gain to her.

La grippe, paralysis, and finally a se-
rious accident, she being suddenly
thrown from a carriage, were the
means of her mortal death,

Cireleville, 0. E.D, BLAKEMAN,

Passed to spirit-life, April 26, 1898,
from his home at Lake Geneva, Wis,,
at the age of 79, Mr. M. D. Cowdry.
Ifor over forty years Mr. Cowdry has
been an ardent Spiritualist, and his
home, not only in Sandusky, O., but in
Lake Geneva, Wis,, was ever open to
the workers in our cause. He not only
was a firm believer in the spiritual phi-
losophy, but it entered into every act of
his life. No one who ever lived in Lake
Geneva was more highly respected.
Ever seeking to do good, not only in
wise counsel, but of his means, no one
ever appealed to him in vain,

He has gone into the spiritual life,
and they who were blessed with his ac-
quaintance and friendship can but feel
the “inner life” is wade brighter, earth
made better by bis coming and going.
-He leaves a wife, three sisters and a
brother, besides hosts of friends to
mourn his loss. The funeral was very
largely attended. The writer, an old
friend, officiated. G. H, BROOKS.

Another veteran entered into rest
‘after a long and painful illness. The
spirit of Wmm. Harmmond departed this
life May 16, from his home in Lima,
Ind. Born a progressive thinker, he es-
poused the cause of the new dispensa-
tion soon after the little raps aroused
the world from its spiritual lethargy.
Sympathetic 'to a fault, his home was
ever open to the friendless and unfortu-
nate, R. SPALDING.

Passed to spirit life, Mrs, Jane Pat-
erson, from the home of friends in
Otisco, Mich., at the age of 84. She
was loved by all who knew her. She
leaves two brothers to mourn her loss.
They are firm Spiritualists, and feel
theresds no death, she has only gone a
little before them. A goodly attend-

ance at the services, which were con- |

ducted by Mrs. J. H. Dunham, X.
“The Fountaln of Life, or The Three-

rold Power of Bex.” By Lois Wais-

brooker. One of the author's most use-
ful books. It should be read by every
man and woman, . Price §0 cents, . -
“The Occult Forces of Sex.” By Lols
Walsbrooker, Three pamphlets are em-
bodied in this volume, in which ques-
tions of great importance to the race are

-discussed from the standpoint of an ad-
vanced social reformer. Price 50 cents,

They Scotias

 England.
England,
The people of '! = .
THE OTHER WORLD
are not satisfiecd that darkness and
doubt should prevail, fthey feel the
world needs light, and with an elevated
and loving spirjt they work continually
to spread the truth., Aching heurts con-
tnually supplicgte for consolation; the
drear, dark out[ook of the materialistic
thinker causes blin to call for help and
light, the grotesque ideas which prevail
regarding heaven and hell need to be
displaced, und the hereafter printed in
true colors, and therefore many of the
elevated spirits of nationalities spread

‘the truth through the avenues they can

open up, feeling that in thus working
they perform the true will of the All of
Being,

A PHILOSOPHIC CHR¥ESR
spirit, with 2 band of others, have been
the controlling intelligences of J. J.
iMorse, and for over iwenty-five years
there have been delivered dlscourses on
all manner of subjects, which Alfred
Russell Wallace has said, for high and
sustained eloquence, noble thoughts
and high moral purpose, surpassed the
best efforts of any lecturer or preacher
within his experlence, and this was
said at a time when J, J. Morse was but
2 youth, with only the most limited ed-
ucation, without knowledge of books,
or any ideas beyond those of the
average person.

His life had

BEEN ROUGH AND CHEERLESS,

cast amid strangers, and although one
of the great unthinking mass, he was
pressed into spirit service by those who
had waited for the full time to arrive.
Almost from the firat time that he was
brought into contact with the subject
he was controlled, and became. the
mouthpiece of wise spirits who 'spoke
out thoughts that the world needs.

SERGEANT COX,

a London magistrate and a capable lit-
erateur,once said of him: “I have heard
an uneducated ‘barman,’ when in a
state of trance, maintain a dialogue
with a party of philosophers on ‘Reason
and Foreknowledge, Will and Iate,’
and hold his own against them, 1 have
put to him the most difficult questions
in psychology, and received answers
always thoughtful, often full of wis-
dom, and invariably conveyed in choice
and eloquent language, Nevertheless, a

‘quarter of an hour afterwards, when

relieved from the trance, he was unable
to answer the simplest query on a phil-
¢sophical subjeet, and was even at a
loss for sufficient language to express
a common-place idea.”

Anpother phase of mediumship asso-
ciated with the Spiritual movement,
and which it is'perhaps difficult to sep-
arate from that of trance, is what is
called ot

INSPIRATIQNAL SPEAKING.

Here we have the “instrument” con-
sclous of the inflowlng of thought, the
breathing in of sentiments which he, or
she, interpretates and expresses. Some
may say this {s not evidence of spirit
working, but 1uxe,ly it gives a hint of
how the so-calléd ‘'sacred literatyre of
the world was produced, of how the
prophets were moved moved by an in-
telligence which they could net identify
with their own, that they beligved to be
divine. I know there is difficulty in
separating thist-plase of mediumship

Jfrom the work of men of genjus, and I

certainly for one would make no such
distinction, for I believe this form of
inspiration bas been common in all
ages, and that the masters of music,
among others, were cognizant of it.

BEETHOVEN SAID,

in explanation of his great gift: “From
the focus of inspiration, I feel com-
pelled to let the melody stream forth
on all sides;” and Mozart, the marvel-
ous man, who sang wisdom, says:
“Whence and how the ideas come I
know not, nor can I force them. My
soul {8 fired and the sulject enlarges,
becomes methodized and defined, and
the whole, though it be long, stands.
complete and finished to my mind, so
that I can survey it like a fine picture
or a beautiful statue at a glance. I
hear the parts, as it were, all at once.
What a delight this is I cangot tel], All
this inventing, producing, takes place in
a pleasing, lively dream. This is per-
haps the best gift I have my Divine
Master to thank for.”

The world has been filled with men
we call illustrious, who were largely
played upon,

AS INSTRUMENTS ARE, ~

by residents in another sphere of being,
who knew nothing or but little of the
source of their power. All persons are
really illuminated according to their
condition, and 1 feel certain when the
panoramna of this life is unfolded, we
shall readily recognize how often the
actlon of super-mundane people affect-
ed us here, It should be easy for the
world to admit the fact of ingpirntion.
No great men or women ever claimed
that they shone with powers that were
theirs alone, but each one was con-
scious at times of a pouring in of wise
thoughts, melody of expression, or new
truths in nature.

THE INSPIRATION OF GENIUS

is the best key to modern spiritual in-
spirings. Ancient literary efforts, mas-
ter-pieces of art, some of our wonderful
scientific discoveries, bave undoubtedly
come from the spirit side. I know, of
course, what organization does for a
man, what cultivation will bring forth,
but these only help to bring out a
clearer message, or a ticher and
sweeter melody of truth. ARl poets

fhave had a feeling; more or less vivid,

that thiey weretalded from above; the
unspiritnal poet is as yet unborn.
Burns wrote continually of the outside
power that mnd&' ;ljm sing:

Know the greatgeplius of this land
Has many an apgel:band, )
Who all beneath. his high command,
Harmoniously as arts or arms they
understa?d“
Their labors pif.

» fmong them share; »

Some fire the 80 “é@r ‘on to dare,
Some rouse the'phts ot up to bare
Corruption’s hefizt. -
Some teach the¢Bard a darling care,
The tuneful Art, 3 :
The world wé’ghf‘[)&rs at the wondrous
results produeed. }, '

> BY A SHAKESPEARE,

with his Yimited opportunities,and seeks

.at times to tear the laurels from his

brow, attributing to other men what

‘has' enchanted the world, because,

without the recognition.of inspiration it
seems Impossible he could have given
out “such trans¢endant light. Long-
fellow admits he-had to walt till“the
angel - saild write. Victor Hugo  was
consclous of the other side of life, and
listened to its promptings. S

" WORDSWORTH
was the poet prophet of spiritual life,

and felt the soul of the universe spoke |-

to his, a spark of it, which feeling gave
him the intimations of Immortality,
whith helped. -him to beat cheerfully’

life's troublgs. :

| Liiave geli

"A. sense su

. 'with the joy:of elevated thoughts, ..

| lime of sbmething far more
deeply influseq, . R

A motion apd a spirit that hmpels

All thinkiyg things, all objects of

thought, gud rolls through all things.
‘ SHELLEY AND KEATS

| alike show elear splritual insight which

came from other realmis than ours.
How beautiful has Adelaide Anuie
Proctor written her spiritual truths in
“The Lost Chord,” and in words like
these: :
Why shoul(l’st thou fear the beautiful
Angel, Deuth, N
‘Who waits thee at the portals of the
skies,
Ready to Xiss away thy struggling
breath, ’
Ready with gentle hand to close thine
eyes. : .
Oh, what were life if life were all,
Thine eyes ~ o
Are blinded Dby their tears, or thou
would’st see
Thy treasures want thee in the far-off
- gkies, o
And death thy friend will give them
all to thee, )

Milton says: “Mlllioné of
SPIRI'TUAL BBEINGS

walk the earth, seen and unseen.” No
one, howevel, reveals the close connec-
tion between Spiritualism, as we un-
derstand it, and the works of genius,
more than Tennyson, who had a face to
face acquaintance with the phenomena.
Ag Stead has saiq, in dealing with the
subject of Lis life, “T'he possession of
certain psyehic gifts I8 almost in-
variable in prophets, founders of great
religions, and the wen and women who
have been privileged to embody in
verse the sublimest aspirations of the
race, They are all more or less seers,
who dwell on the Borderland, seeing
things that are invisible to ordinary
men!”’

Some of the men I have named were
more oY Jess unconscious of the inflow-
ing power, as to how it came, but with
Tennyson it was otherwise; he +was
aware all the time that his best work
was due to the

INTRUSION OF THE OTHER

WORLD

into his life, or rather to his ability to
enter into the other, which to him was
more real than this. You see so many
glimpses of real knowledge scattered
through his poems; hywmns which we
Spiritualists sing because they are a
clear statement of our, facts. At times,
with St. Paul, he could say of his ex-
periences, “Whether in the body I can-
not tell, or whether out of the body I
cannot tell.” The reality of the unseen
was to him no speculntion but a con-
scijous knowledge, You get all I am
claiming in these lines of his in “In
Memoriam:"

So word by word, and line by line,
The dead man touched me from the
past,
And all at once it seemed at last
‘'he living soul was flashed on mine,

You ciin see little or no difference in a
man like Tennyson, called a normal
worker, and a woman like Lizzie Doten,
who calls herself

A SPIRITUAL MEDIUM.

From her lips, under the gush of the
spiritual afflatus, have poured glowing
thoughts, which breathe of beauty or
burn with sacred fervor., Poets gone
out of the body, like Poe, have come,
and through her organism given the
most complete evidence of their
identity., It was not a case of calching
his trick of method when dealing with
poetic subjects, but the man was un-
doubtedly able to express himself in
his old way., Had she but writlen as
other poets do, she might have had
honor and renown.

From The Freethinker, Lon-
don, England,

THE DECAY OF PIETY,

Religionists who look back to the
good old days are ever lanmenting the
decline of religious fervor, the desecra-
tion of the Sabbath, and lessening
church attendance. Statistics, so far as
they can be ascertained, fully bear
them out. Church-going is decreasing
even in villages, still more so in towns,
and most of all in cities; while in Lon-
don the bulk of the population never
think of entering any place of worship.

IN A RECENT SYMIOSIUM

in a religious contemporary it was ad-
mitted on all hands that even where
church and chapel attendance was
maintained there was a great falling
off in former piety, seen {n the general
decline of family worship. Bible read-
ing, family prayer, and even grace at
meals are becoming things of the past.

THE MEN OF GOD

are ceasing to be little gods themselves,
even in the rural districts, People are
beginning to think for themselves. Re-
ligion has become attenuvated. Its in-
fluence has declined; its area been cir-
cumscribed. It no longer commands
the abgorbing interests of all classes, as
it did but a century or two ago. The
modern man thinks more of the social
improvement of this world than of
heaven. There are a thousand and one
secular affairs which leave little more
for attention to theology, and which
direct the mind into other channels.
Primarily this
DECLINE OF PIETY

must be attributed to decline of faith.
If people really believed that their
eternal happiness or misery depended
on certain observances, they would
faithfully perform them. ‘bespite every
taboo placed on the propagation of
Freethought, most people are aware
that there are those who reject every
doctrine of Clristianity, who deny Its
claims and challenge its pretensions.

IN THE SECOND PLACE,

the church has rival attractions, even
on the day of which it claims a mo-
nopoly. Universal elementary educa-
tion and cheap reading have given a
beter means of filling the mind than

{ going to church to have lithographed

sermons, written by ladies, read to you.
The Bunday newspaper Is a rival to

‘morning service, and books and private

centertainments a rival in the evening.
Above all, to indoor workers there is
the attraction of the open air. The
bicycle has given easy access to the

_ecountry, and even in kirk-going and

clergy-cowed Beotland is breaking up
the.sanctity of the Sabbath.

‘“Woman, Church and State” By
Matilda Joslyn Gage. A royal volume,
of more than common intrinsic value;
The subject is treated with masterly

ability; showing what the church has.

and bas-not dene for woman.. It is full
of :information¢nthesubject,and should

‘| be" read by every ome, Price $2, post-
i .

paid.

“iProgression, or How a Spirit Ad-
vances in Spirlt-life” “The Evolution
of Man.” Two papers, given in the in:
terest of spiritnal science, by Michael

‘Faraday. Price 16 cents,

Efﬁwﬁeﬁe@' fhat disturbs me

{Fom igh, Lodo, Exg

* . GUIDING VOICES,

I have just had an interesting inter-
view with Mr. J, an unpretending
working man, skillful and prosperous
in certain handieraft, and he told me of
voices that speak to his inuer ear, much
as Jeanne d’Arc must have heard them.
There is nothing in the waw’s manner
to indicate a temperament given to
faney or sentiment, nor could one well
doubt his sincerity and integrity. His
moral sentlments seewm well developed,
but I should not say that he is relig-
lously inclined. He says these volces
often follow him, as he goes about his
work or walks along the street, and
say,

“DO THIS! DO THIS"
naming something specific—or “Don’t
do that! Don’t do that!’ until he yields
obedience. Sometimes it is to do some-
thing he does not want to do, or that he
can see no reason for doing, or that it
would seem absurd or Impertinent to
do; yet, if he obeys, he finds they were
true gulding voices, and the object of
hig mission is made plain in the pey-
formance. He gave me one instauce in
detall, which I will try to reproduce as
near as possible in his own words—an
experlence of whieh he said he had
never spoken to anyone:

“I went to Dbed early one Saturday
night, for I had been working very hard
through the week and was up a part of
the night before with a sick friend. I
slept heavily for a while, but was soon
awakened suddenly by hearing a voice
say: ‘Get up and

TAKE A FIVE-DbLLAR BILL

and spend it for F. He Is sick and out
of work, and he and his family are suf-
fering from cold and hunger.! The
man named was oue who had tried to
Injure me a few years ago as no other
man ever did, and It was only that I
was able to establish my innocence that
kept me from golng to prison. To be
called upon to leave my warm bed on a
winter's night to help—that man of all
others! It was too much to ask, and I
said to the voice, ‘I ean't do this’ Why,
I would rather take every dollar I have
and put it In the fire than take five dol-
lars and spend it for I’ *But you mus;
you really want to do it the yolce in-
sisted. ‘I don’t want to do it 1 re-
turned. ‘Besides, 1 don’t know where
he lives’ ‘Get up and get the things
and I'll tell you where to take them?
sounded iu my inner ear imperiously,
‘T'o-morrow will be too late.’
“I arose and
DRESSED RELUCTANTLY,
then glanced at the eclock and saw it
was 10:30 p. m. 1 knew the shops in
the adjoining tenement-house district
would be open till midnight. I stopped
at the first place 1 came to where coal
and kindling-wood could be had, bought
a supply, and told the man to follow me
to deliver them. I alsg stocked a large
baslet with food and bought some bed-
covers at a second-hand store, 1 went
along as one in a dream, the volce
seeming to lead the way, while my con-
scious, reasoning self seemed to protest
at every step at such an unheard-of
proceeding as carrying comforts {o an
enemy who, when 1 last heard about
him, was comfortable enough on his
ill-gotten gains,
**At the door of a

MISERABLE BASEMENT

tenement 1 got the command to ‘Stop?
I went in without ceremony, and had
the supplies deposited. There indeed
sut 1%, emaclated and in rags, holding
his bhands before a smoky kerosene
lamp in an effort to get a little warmth,
while his wife and little boy were iry-
ing to forget their misery iu sleep on a
pile of rags and straw. I held out my
hand to the man, and sald: ‘Why, F.,
I'm sorry to find you

IN THIS PLIGHT.

I've brought 2 few things to meet your
present needs, and I'll look after you
until you are better; then I'll get some
work for you {f I can.

“I badn't intended to say anything of
the kind, but my better self scemed in
the ascendency; and somehow I was
not sorry. K. recoghlzed me, started to
grasp my extended hand in a shpme-
faced way, groanced, and hid his face in
his arms on the top of the rickety table
before which be sat, It was too much
for me, and I turned about with a queer
feeling in my throat. 1 hastily made d
fire in the little cook-stuve, and left
without & further word.”

Mr. J. paused as if his narrative were
concluded. “But what was the out-
come of all this?” 1 asked, unwilling to
have the story close so abruptly.

“Oh, the man got well and got work
in another town, and, so far as I know,
behaved himself. Some months after-
wards a wowan came to my

WORK-SHOP, HEAVILY VEILED,

and asked for a dollar's worth of a cer-
tain article. I wrapped up the parcel
and handed it to her, when she gave e
in exchange a bill all crumpled up,
whiclh I supposed was a one-dollar vote,
After she had gone I straightened it
out, and to my surprise found that it
was g ‘five’ I hastened to the door to
call after her and have the mistake cor-
rected; but she was nowhere to be seen,
Returning to my shop, I was further
mystified by finding that my strange
customer had not taken the goods she
‘bought, but bad laid the package on a
box near the door. The ipcident puz-
zled me for & long while, but I finally
concluded that this woman might have
been the wife of the man I was sent so
strangely to help in his dire distress;
still, I have never known positively,
and probably never shall.”

We may make of this little incident,
which Mr. J. told me, what we will,
For myself, I do not profess to offer
either theory or explauatfon. ‘It in-
terested me deeply, and so I offer it to
the readers of “Mind” as I heard it.

Spiritualist Home.

To all who are interested in an Aid
and Spiritualist’s Home: The ladies of
Chicago wish to say that in September
or October they will open a Spiritual-
ist’s Home for all who are honest, sin-
cere and liberal enough to desire to
work with them, mediums or Spiritual-
ists who have not developed medium-
ship. Only persons of good character
and genuine mediumship admitted by
the investigating committee, There will
be a free reading-room, double pariors
for lectures, receptions and all meetings
of a Spiritual nature. Modern accom-
modations, comfortable, light, warm
rooms; board and rooms at the lowest
price to cover expenses, and as soon as
able homes will be furnished free to
those unable. to care for themselves.
Chicago is a most desirable place to
live. To those out of our city or State
come, and tell your friends, especially
at the camps, of this new Home for
Spiritualists. All donatiens gratefully
received, from a nickel to dollars, any-
article of house-furnishing, dishes, table
linens, carpets, ete., all will be merited
to the donors. Write at earliest con-
venience, addressing Mrs. C. H, Horine,
508 Forty-fourth place, Chicago, IIL

Let us 1ot be too harsh in our judg-

ment of men, for but very few of them
~are as bad as they would like to be.

Tho Mool Hypohoss

. OF NATURE. =
LY PROF. W. M. Looxwoolg

‘The only treatfse ever offered the ré g
thinking public {n the interest of moderél%%glht&
[

161, that {s absolutely free from the g
stitton, and wuich © thoories of &
Demonstrates continuity of lifs and eur mw‘d‘?

sonment of spirititualdnfluenocess, T
from the data of modern physleal a glosl
ﬁcienc!cl. &1 ) phy nﬁ physiolo
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Tothe principal passages of the Old and NM ‘
Teatument Seriptures which prove
or smply Spivituallsm;
Together With & brlef history of the origln of many o8
the lmportant booka of the Biblg, ’

BY MOSES HULL,

Much that 1s fn this book appeared in an ‘sbr.
form {n a serfes of niue full pages of Tnzli’nuoald
1vE THINEER, These articles were repared at
call of hundreds of Bpiritualists who felt the nee
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emed to whet the a, H
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eauthor, Moses Hull, has written man !
on Bpiritualististic and other themeos and ea;{:hvoégm’: '
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H}lll in bis Introduction of this work nye}y‘
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out of the wilderuess of doubt and desp.
wau Spirituslisw shall huve wrested the
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Hgbtenment with the humble prayer that it
& divine benediction Lo every reader.”
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THE ‘_iGOLDEN "J.UBILE,E' ';
Ringing Address by Or. Dean Clarke, Read at

Rochester, N. Y., by Prof, H, D, Barett,

4 Tellow Spiritualisis: You have met]
#rom far and near, to commemmorate
“and glorify the greatest event of mod-
frn imes. It was no less than  the
pening of intercourse with an unseen,
and almost an unknown world: More
than that, it wag the inguguration of a
New Dispensation, and the ushering in
of 4 New Era in buman affairs. The
fAhen-called *‘Rochester Rappings,” like
many another monentous ocveurrelice
in human history, seemed at first ap-
pearance to the average observer, triv-
ial and Inconsequential., Lven to-day,
. after half a century of astounding de-
xtlopments, the great time-serving and
uothinking masses are unot aware of
thelr vast signitlcance, )
. - < Bo accustomed have we become, in
+. this age of wonders, to startiing events,
- great discoveries and wmarvelous inven-
 tloms, that familiarity with the wouders
of Modern Spiritualism, almost ob-
scures their true magnitude even with
those who know aund best appreciate
thewmn, Therefore it behooves those who
here convene to celebrate the advent of
“the greatest wondey-worker of the nine-
teenth century, to glorify as it deserves
the birth of Modern Spiyitnalism.
o THE ELECTRIC AGE,
When messages of human thought fly
on lightning’s wings, annibilating time
space in transmission; when almost
s whole eivilized world s ablaze with

... %dtrie Hght that turns pight into day;
when the wheels of palatial charlots,
and much of the world's vast machin-

_ery are whirled by the unseen motor

which rolls stars and suus in their stu-

‘pendous orbits, fve just begin to see the

significance of those tiny sparks which

flew from™ Franklin’s kite! Shall we
then be lpoked upon, by those who have
seen only the rush-lights of the “dark
ages,” as eredulous dupes and insane
enthusiasts, beeduse we come to this

Mecea of spivitual illumination to do

honor to the greatest discovery of all

the nges?

Only think of it! Those tiny sounds,
paltry as they seemed to the superficial
observer, were pregoant with results of
infinite import to the human race. They

- broke.the eternal silence of the grave,
gave volee again to the so-called dend,
and brought “glad tidings of great joy,”
never before equaled in buman experi-
ence, 'They furnished, for the first ihne
in human history, a means of communi-

_ cating with decarnate spirits, and set-

tled forever the great question of the

dages: “If a man die, shall he live
again?
THE SPHINX OF DEATH.

/" Through them the Sphiax of Death,

‘A that had sat as 4 wonunent of despalir,

"' grim and silent before the portul of the
.Great Unknown for untold ages, found
voice and answered: “Maon is a spirlt,
“and spirit is deathless. I, who have
"heen dreaded as “the King of Terrors,”
am humanity's greatest friend and beu-
efactor, I am the resurrection unto life
eternal and to joy ineffable, Xear not!”!

_Had this been the ouly revelation, it
-would have justified all that can be said
‘or @oile on 1his important occasion to
glorify that unlque event. But it was
_only the beginning of a great varlety of
wonders and revelations iranscending
in. Importance all hitherto kbowu.
Those tiny sounds were apother *‘volce
from heaven,” saying: “Lo! the king-

_{@om of heaven is again at hand to ful-

fill a promise of more light, to establish

justice, righteousuness, and peace on

earth.” .

Tliey were the tokens of a new de-)
scent of the angels among men, women
and children, 1o minister both to their
‘temporal and spiritual needs, and 10
show them liow to make the most and
best of this life, as a needed prepara-
tion. for a spiritual existence of eternal
_progress. They were the heralds of a
great variety of signs and wonders, the
symbols of spirit power aud Intelil-
gence, which have laid the foundation
of a new sclentifie and philosophic re-
“Yiglon, that destroys all supernatural-

{sm aud superstition, and brings hope,

trust, joy, aspiration and an exilted in-

piration that purifies and ennobles all
~gouls that appropriate its greal spirit-

“nal {roths.

SPIRITUALISM A SAVIOR.

‘We celebrate the dawn of Modern

_Spluitualism as the birth of a savior,
" teacher, a helper, a reformer, a liber-
‘dtor, and @ benefactor which baptizes
s with dlvine power, instructs us with
‘the truths of nature, leads us in the
paths of wental and moral progress,
and cultivates all our higher faculties
{11 harmony, purity and love give us &
foretaste of joys unkuown before.

Ve rejoice ot only that we can hold
Ugtveet communion with kindred and
““friends who love us stlll, but alse, if
e live so as to attract them to us, with
" gaints and sages who have solved the
~"great problems of nature, of life and of
: destiny, and can give us wisdom,

kpowledge and occult power noshere
 elge to be obtained. We rejoice that we
“hnve been given a ratlonal religion
- ywhich fills the highest aspirations of
our souls, and teaches that spirit 1s im-
manent in the universe, so that we

“take no private road
But look through Nature up to Nature's
- God,”

- and have no use for man-made gods in
“ his-own image, and hence more human
~ than divioe.

. SPIRITUALISM EMANCIPATES

" iis votaries who drink deeply of its
- fount of truth and wisdom, from all the
. parrow and superstitions concepts of
. br-gone ages. so that they bave no use
* for the elementals, ghosts, goblins, de-
‘mons, and idols of the mythical past.
. The supernatural and the miraculous

{t ‘brings within the domain of Nature's

aws ok the spiritual plane of manifes-
" tation, and philosophically spiritualizes
‘pature and naturalizes spirit, so that

s°¢ see in every natural object not only
a symbol of a divine idea, but the ob-

. U Jective manifestations of a spiritual en-

- tity within.
*. Tts work in the past fif{y years neces-
- garily has been largely iconoclastic; it
- 3vas however .

: #But the ruin of tbe bad—
~_ "The wasting of the wrong agd iIL
Whate'er of good the old time had
Is living still.”

Having cleared the ground of its rub-

- bish, as we enter upon the new cycle of
its development, the work before us is
more - constructive than destructive.
~With this understanding, how better
" ean we serve the purpose of this great
~ pceasion than -to lay 8 firm and sub-
- stantial foundation for the Great Tem-

’ e of Spiritual Religion for which ma-

1 erials have been accumulating during

»the half century now 'past? Is it not
gh time that chaos among us was re-
duced to order, and ibe confusion of
tongues relative to what Spiritualism
{8, should be harmonized by &= - = -

. DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. |

b the suory of oue wisst g

it teachers, and of & consensus of the
competent who are its earthly expo-
nents? -

The signs of the times indicate a
wide-spread demand for & syunopsis and
a synthesis of Spiritualism formulated
as 4 platform, that all may know where
we stand, and on what foundation we
build. Surely, we have neither a sci-
ence nor a philosophy, that can be sys-
tewratically and authoritatively taught,
till the fucts and prineciples which 8pir-
itualism has given us are systematized
in logical order and relatiouship, “he
Babel and Bedlam of beliefs and {heo-
ries now .extant are the result of a
chaos of speculations and ideas that
have not been competently sifted and
sclentifically classified.” Why all this
hue and cry against a creed, or more
properly a declaration of principles?
Do -we not know many :truths, and 1a-
tonally believe many ideas to be true?
Do we not hold many doctrines in epm-
mon? If we have anything more than
mere speculation, if we have any real
knowledge, as we claim, why not put it
into tangible shape, so that all inqui-
ers may know that we have a cult that
is not 2 mere spectre of dublous faith
which eannet be materialized in com-
prehensible form? Do not our orgauiza-
tions need & soul of ideas, facts and
principles to vitalize them, and give
them .aggressive force for propagand-
ism? Mere businkss organizations with-
out & defined purpose and a basis of de-
clared principles, lack cohesive atirac-
tion and soon dissolve, .

If political parties need a plaiform,
why do not religious and reformatory
parties or sects need to define their po-
sition and purpoese, so that all may
know “where they ave at,” and what
they are at? 1f the platform contains
naught but demonstrated truths and
well-established doectrines, it cannot
hamper mental growth, nor freedom of
thought in the least. Truth does not
change, nor dees it enslave any-one, but
on the contrary, makes all free! The
Constitution of the United States, the
“creed” of our Natlon, does not enslave
Awerlean citizens Dbut secures their
unity and liberty. 8o, too, may a Dec-
laration of Priuciples of the Spiritual
Philiosophy be a Declaration of Inde-
pendence from Iirror, and be a nucleus
ot organization and a hond of unity and
fraternity, without in the least curtail-
ing freedom of thougbt and speech.
Are we such a heterogeneous mob of
“eranks” that we have

NO COMMON FAITH, -

no unity of purpose, and no general af-
filiation of ideas? For one 1 resent
such an impeachinent of mental sound-
ness, and insist that all who have un-
derstanding of our philosophy sufliclent
to render them worthy of ranking as
Spiritualists, do hold sufiicient ideas in
common to make a platform capacious
enough for all to stand upon, without
any one's encroaching upon the free-
donms of bhis neighbor, and without
feucing In anybody's thought except
from cavorting into delusions and fan-
tasies, '

1"he stars of heaven move in sublime
order and harmony, with all the room
they need, because they are organized
ino solar systems around a cominon
centre or nucdleus of attraction that
keeps them in order, so that they do not
fly off on a tapgent and wander like
comets (and creedless Spiritists), as
aimless, lawless, vseless prodigals of
creation!?

Let us, then, imitate Nature, or rather
conform to her laws and metbods, and
have a nucleus of Principles as a com-
mon bond df sympatby and unity
around which we can revolve aud
evolve, each in our own free orbit, but
jolned to a centre of attraction which
unites us, by common ideas and a deti-
pite purpose of action,

The fact that many religionists in the
pist have Leen c¢reed-bound, and have
persecuted those who rejected their
shibboleth, forms no reasom, or even a
probability that we shall thus belie the
genlus of our free thougbt movement,
There is

NO REASON TO FEAR

that we shall crystallize aud fosstlize
because we state in synthetic and scien-
tific form, some of the great truils we
have learped, and need 1o give to oth-
ers in comprehiensible shape. As our
thoughts and knowledge expand,.so will
out &taterment he altered or amended.
Progression is our metlo, and we do
pot propose that any fixed “creed”
shall

Tie us to “one p(;cullar spot
To draw putrition,” stagnate and rot,

but we propose that our creed shall
“grow with our growth, and strengthen
with our strength,” if it lacks any es-
sential truth when formulated. A crecd
on paper to which reason and common
sense assent, §s not half so dangerous
as the dogmatic self-conceit which de-
nounces organization, and scornfully
disapproves of every attempt to secure
unanimity of thought, purpose, and ef-
fart! Bigotry and Intolerance do not
spring from creeds, but are born of an
muperious, concelied spirit, that kicks
at all statements of truth not emanat-
ing from its own egotistic conceits! But
enough by way of answering querulous
and sophistical objections to “a creed,”
which we do not propose to make.
Granting that no statement of doctrines
or principles will suit some who are
nothing if not critical, we have the te-
merity to formulate a few generally re-
ceived teachings of Spiritualism, which
we offer for the consideration of this
august body of representative Spirit-
ualists, Though necessarily brief, and
therefore incomplete, it contains some

of the most essential cardinal prineiples ;

of our philosophy, and we hope may
serve a good purpose.

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE, ETC.

We as Spiritualists organize in local
socieiies, State and National Associa-
tiens, that we may more effectually co-
operate with onr spirit helpers in phi-
lanthropic 1abors, some of the objects
of which are as follows:

1. To Jemonstrate man’'s existence
after death. -

2. To renew soclal intercourse be-
tween mortals and spirits.

3. To reveal the conditions of spirit |

life, and its relations to this life.
4, To aid us in every work of reform,
that purity, peace, Justice, fraternal

love and universal liberty may prevail §
1

on earth.
b. To teach a trne.science and philos-

ophy of life to gulde Yiuman_ conduct,.

make known the true purpose of human

existence, and properly prepare us for

spirit ife. - . o . o )
6. To_quicken man's spiritual nature

by a perpetual inspiration; to reveal im- |

portant philesophical, ethical and spir-
4{tual tJuths;.and to vorrest the many

errors which false plilosophy and the- -

ology have taught.

7. To inaupurate & New Dispensation

reviving all “spiritual gifts”-of the past, ;
‘and adding all .othets possible; to dis-~

pel the fear of donth and all other su-

perstitious fears; and give to mortals a
foretaste of the life divine.. - -

PRELIMINARY,

While Spiritualism demands finre-

stricted liberty of thought, and insists
on the “right of private judgment” in
all matters of belief, and hence does not
allow of 2 fixed and inflexibie creed, it
does not forbid, but requires a mani-
festo of ifs cardjnal doctrines a5 a basis
of organization, to the end that all may
know what Spiritualism is, and what
the organization is designed to promul-
gate and promote. In accord with this
understanding, ' the following articles
are adopted, subject to change when-
ever found to contain error, or to be too
parrow for the growth of ideas.

PRINCIPLES AND TEACHINGS.

1. In its most comprehensive sense,
Spiritualism teaches that the universe
is the manifestation of Infinite spirit, or
inherent energy, which is the creator of
all organic forms; the primal source of
all life, motion, sensation, and inteill-
gence; whose material evolution is Na-
ture; whose vital expression is natural
law; and whose spiritual manifestation
is in universal mind.

2. That man is the highest known
manifestalion of - the Iufinite Spirit;
that intrinsicaily he is a spirit, clad
with ‘an ethereal, and a physical body,
whose separdtion is called “death,” but
is really his birth Into the spirit world.

3. That as a spirit having a spiritual
body the couuterpart of his mortal
form, he is unchanged in powers and
faculties, and enters by the law of at-
traction into environment corresponding

-to hig spiritual development, where he

progresses in the ratio of his efforts

and capaeity, continuaily graduating,

as prepared, into higher spheres, '
4, That as mind acts on mind and
matter, there as here, by mental telep-

athy he may communicate with mor-

tals, or through the psychic force of
medinms, may produce physical mani-
festations to the same end.

8, That the spirit world is in space,
and its first sphere or grade so inter-
bhlends with ours that we are constantly
in the presence of kindred spirits, who

come to us to aid or be aided; thut the

spirit spheres are as diversified as the
nature gnd character of spirits, and are
as objective and tangible to them as
earth is to us.

6. That heaven and bhell are condi-
tions, uot localities, and are the effect
of our thoughts and deeds; that through
the law of compensation and retribu-
tfop, we reap what we sow, regardliess
of religlous faith or ceremony; that as
long as we sin, we shall suffer; and
must work out our own salvation by
ceasing to do evil and learning to do
well; by so doing all finally become
bappy.

7. That the Eihies of BSpiritualism,
based on human brotherhood, demand
that we should be absolutely just, hon-
est, dutiful, and charitable—doing as
we would be done by, and loving our
nejghibor as ourselves, forgetting self
so far as possible; that we should be
spiritually, not carnally minded, and
ever strive to live up to our highest con-
ceptions of right.

8. That there is no personal devil, as
taught by Pagan and Chiistlan mythol-
ogy, but spirits that were perverted and
degraded while 4in the flesh, for 2 while
retain their malign dispositions and de-
praved propensities and do the evil
things attributed to a devil and his
fmps. 1t is our duty to help them fo a
higher condition—overcoming evil with

good. ]

9. That all Bibles are the word and
work of man in and ont of the flesh;
therefore none of them are ipfallible,
nor more authoritative than are spirit
communications to-day—all of -which
should be subjected to the ordeal of
reason and science, and accepted only
s0 fur as they teach the truths andfsrin-
ciples of Nature, the only “divine reve-
lation.”

X. That Spiritualism is a science, be-
eause it treats vpon mental and phys-
leal faets; a philosopby, because it
teaches the prineiples of XNature, and
explains the facts of setence; a religion,
because it reveals the spiritual signifi-
cance of the facts and prineiples of Na-
ture, and teacheés man's relations fo,
and dependence upon Nature's Lnfinite
Soul,

Now, to rest your minds from the la-
bor to which we have invited them, we
offer the following rhythmic tribute to
the day we celebrate, which we entitle

THE BIRTH OFF MODERN SPIRIT-
TALISM.

The years that glide away so fasf
We count them only when they lapse,
Now number ffty with thé past
Bince caine the wondrous Hydesville
Raps; -
That strange event so “big with fate”
To all who live upon this sphere,
Compared with others ranked as great,
In great results bas not a peer.

No fluent tongue nor graphic pen
‘Though moved by inspiration’s spell,
Can bring its grandeur to our ken,
Nor it§ great value fully tell;
Nay, time alone can all reveal
Of good for man it had in store,
The most of which doth heaven conceal,
But is revealing more and more.

So great a thing was never done
Where battle-flags in triumph wave,
As that great feat at Hydesville won

When Death was rapped into his,

grave,

The “King of Terrors” then was slain, |

The grave of its great fear was
Tobbed,
The “dead” to life was ralsed again
And Life Immortal clearly proved.

Not all the wonders of this age

By which wve conquer space and time,l

Nor any found on history’s pa é,
Compare with that great feat sub-
lime;
It brought an unseen world to view,
Where dwells the wanished human
race, s N
Whose home is in *7.j starry blue
Long thought ¥, e but empty space.

Those raps that seemed but -empty
sound,

Searce ‘worth the effort then {o hear, |

Possessed 4 meaning most profound
Which greater grows from year to
year;
Of secrets deep they were the key
Through which they since have been
revealed,
To treasures vast the “Open Sesame"

‘Whose magic has thelir use unsealed.’

Behind them was a power divine, )
With will and purpese firm and
strong, . .
To let the light of knowledge shine
To banish error, vice, and ‘wrong;
It was a power that came to earth.
‘With truth to set the people Iree,
Which gave a new religion birth
That soon made superstitions flee.
It ‘fiercely smote old faith and creeds
. With Truth's-allconquering sword,
And cut them down like grass and
~ veeds - . 0
To clear the way for God's New
Word; ' - .
1t boldly challenged priest and king
.-To prove their claim of “right divine,”

Demanding that some “sign’ they bring’

Or else thelr claim and rule resign.
Tt made demand of “right of way" -

That facts and reasod have full gway =
‘And faith no more be blindly given;-

It made appeal to common sense, -
: \’mhl; facts o ,shomfcs.soutce and
. alm, -« S
And when attacked, made sirong de-
fense - ’ :
With “tests” to prove'trom whence it
. eame. PR
The New Religion was‘commenced
With facts of sclence'for its proof, -
And though it was fx?g heaven dis-
pensed, 0
All Nature furnished \§m‘p and woof;
The spirit world was shidwn to be
Evolved by Nature’é{i,ws from this,
We now arve in Bternity= '
"Pwixt heaven and earth |s no abyss.

Man is a part of one great whole,
IFrom which by law doth he receive

Both mortal hody and his soul,
As writ of Adam and of Eve,

He is from Nature first evolved,
Without spirit formed to rise,

And Nature’s plan is further solved
When death transports him fo the

skies,

Death robs him only of the flesh,
¥rom which, through 1t, he is reborn
With spirit body young and fresh
As roses ave at dewy morn; N
He still evolves by Nature’s law, -
By will and effort as when here,
While mental fault and moral flaw
By growth of spirit disappear, . ,

A grand veligion such as this,

- In time to come must wide prevall,

The end it seeks it cannot miss -
’l‘houg“h sometimes ‘it may peem to

fail;

The progress made in fifty years

-Gives promise of complete success,

‘There is 1o cause for doubts or fears,
"I'is bound still faster to progress,

For, armed with truth and malled with
faets, .
The spirit power has cleared the way,
And judging now by all its acts,
"Iis certain that 'tis bound to stay;
“The powers that be” “have trled in
vain : o :
To stop 1ts onward wide career,
For it has made a constant.galn
With pace increasing year by year.

Alveady it has won the day
In every contest with its foes—
The more they try its march to stay,
‘The faster on it always goes;
Though mnot received 1in Fashion's
courts,
Aund by the churches still tabooed,
"Ils underminipg all thefr forts
Whose walls against it long have
stood.

It conguers by the might of Truth

Yor though 'tis only in its youth,
The world is now its battle-field;

To those who sland on lofty height,
And watch the progress of its star,

1t day of triumph loonis in sight,
And only mistsdis egming bar!

Then Jet us bravely “hald, the fort,”
Aud firmly stand at duty’s post,
‘“Phrongh evil and through good re-
port” ,
No matter what may ‘bethe cost;
And when our last great yictory’'s won
And we from pain and death are free,
We'll hear the angels say: “Well done—
Now hold Life's Grandest Jubilee!”

[ IEAY
TWO SINNEI.
0"

A man there was, it is gaid, one time,
Who went astray in his youthful prime,
Can the brain keep cool:apd the heart

keep quiet TR 3
When fhe blood is a riwer. that is run-
" ning riot? omlo - :

And boys will be b@yﬁwtthe:ﬂldko“fﬁ

say,- . . .
And a u;au's the better who's had his

day.

The sinper reformed, and the preacher
told

Of the prodigal son who came back to
the fold,

And Christlan people threw open the
door

With a warmer welcome than ever be-
fare.

Wealth and hopor were his to com-
maud,

And a spotless woman gave him her
hand.

And the world strewed thelir pathway
with flowers a-bloom,

Crying “God bless lady and God bless
groom.”

A maiden there was who went astray

In the golden dawn of ber life's young
day;

She had more passion and heart than
head:

And she followed blindly where fond
love led;

And love unchecked Is a dangerous
guide,

To wander at will by a fair girl's side.

1 The woman repenied and turned from

sin, .
But no door opened to let her in;
The preacher prayed that she might be
. forgiven,
And told ler to look for merey In
heaven, : ’
For this i{s the law of earth, we know,
That the woman I8 scorned, while the
man may go. )
A brave man wedded her, after all;
But the world said, frowning, “We
S shall not call.”
~Blla Wheeler Wilcox.

SUMMER IN TOWN.

Oh, for the trill of a robin’s note!

blooms! )
A song that never was sing by note,
A scent all unknown in clty rooms!

Oh, for the meadow’s silvery sheen,
Bright in the sun and dark In the
- shade! Vs
Waving billows of shagony green
Where the ground-bipd's.nest is fur-
‘tively made! - | 1o

‘Every stone of the plﬂliﬁré{‘i‘gmet
Weary feet have fal 1y trod!

Every flower of the meddn¥w-land sweet
Sendeth & Dblessing: ufP¥from -the sod.

A38 C. Sweet.
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“Social Upbullding, L
erative Systems and
Ennoblement of Bumagity,” By B, D.
Babbitt, LL. D,, M.D.;This comprises
the iast -part of Human Culture and

l,'?ﬁdlng Co-0p-
piness and

1 Cure. Paper cover, 15 gepts. For sale

at this office. .
‘“Encyclopedia of B
jsm: or & Concordance “of the Principal
Passages of the Old and New Testa-
meri Scriptures which prove or imp
Spirituallsm; together with a brief his.
tory of the .origin of many of the
{mportant books of tue Bible.”
Moses  Hull. The well-known talented

SRS

{ and scholarly autbor has here embodied’
4 the results of his many 'years' study

'of the Bible in its relations to Epiritual-
{gm. As itg title denotes, it IS a verl.
table encyclopedia of infomation on the

. *“Right Living.,” By Susan H.Wixon,
The author shows a wise practicality in
“her method of teaching-the principle of
ethics. She illustrates ber ‘subject with

| many brief parratives and anecdotes,

which render the book more interesting
and more easlly comprehended. It i

1 especially ada{g_tei1 for use in Children's:
] Liyceum, In the g
To thoge anew inspired from heaven,'

ands of mothers an

Before whose prowess all must yleld,
| beliefs, These, in turn, branch out to

1 ent beings classed

And, oh, for the scent of the clover’

{
Bpiritual-

By

| snbject. Price $1. For sale at this.
oifice.

teacbers it may be made very usefyl, |

{-Young.and old will be benefited by it. |
"ot $1, For sale at this offee, .7

THOUGHTS.
On Topics 'o_f Interést to All
Thinkers. .

At the present time what is the ad-
vanced thinker's place and duty? It
seems to me to be a duty to instruct.
To not withhold truths, but hand these
forth to others. In truth, advanced
thinkers are far more scarce than sup-
posed to be, io-day. But I will not tell
you why this is,, at present. 1 will
leave you to find out from my paper if
you are given to {hinking,

At the present time we have—the
United States has—a war on hand. It
has been led up to by causes based on
beliefs that are erroneous. All wars
originate because of mistaken ideuas as
to what makes right; have their cause
in ignorance of the true, in justice to
fellow-men, “The present -war Dhas
been opened up, in part at least,
through humane instinct in American
breasts, because of inhuman treatment
from one body of people to a less strong
people. - Erroneous religious teachings
have led to the inhumgn treatment on
the part of Spain, to the Cubans, A
veugeful God has always made of ignor-
ance a vengeful people. ‘Chat we have
Lumane hearts in America, who go

“forth'to do batile in behalf of suffering
.Cuba, is owing to America’s greater en-

lightenment. It is more of a civilized
nation than is Spain. Profestantism
rules i America, Spain s almost
wholly Catholic, I'ree-thought is also
abroad in the United States, swayin
its forces over minds. The Protestan
Christian’s God 18 becoming more and
more loving as minds shake a little free
from the rule of tyranpic popes. How
have the pope’'s and. -their helpful
priests helj minds in check along the
ageg] Doye this by limiting their pe-
search, by preventing them from retid-
ing. Have interpreted to thejy people
the sctiptures they claim as divinely in-
spired,

Protestantism, still accepting the
beok as having come from God's fingers
or voice, finding, by reading it, points
of difference, thought it wise to allow
of men's reading the Bible, Thinking
to hold thefr followers to them by the
interpretations they themselves had
placed and would preach from the pul-
pits thereon. But as “many men are
of many minds” Protestantlsm has
come to have many branch churehes,
each governed by some difference of

do for self, until to-day America is a
land of varied religious opinions,

Reading leads to thinking. The more
and the wider the range of reading, the
deeper the thinking done, And this is,
in part at least, the cause that produced
free thought in minds and has led to
these banding ,to some extent, ns free-
thought bodies.

Minds lose fear as there is unfold-
ment. Infidelity has become a power
with a purpose. Its purpose is to de-
stroy myths,

Now, there hag come, to many coun-
trles, another power. This has taken
holds on minds to an extent surpris-
ing to many. Some of those of all of
the bellefs I have considered briefly
herein, hgve, {n some way or another,
become Interested in, changed by this
now active power in our midst known
uuder the name of Spiritualism,

What are jtg teachings? They are
numeroug—and for good reasons. Spir-
ftualism has so far been builded on the
statement of many, very many differ-
s spirits and an-
gels. It has been ploven, beyond a
doubt, that ‘men and women and chil-
dren never die. That they exist after
they lay down the physical in the spir-
itual. It is evident to the thinkers

{ among this newer banded people, that

these men and women we had been
taught to believe dead, or dead to our-
selves at present, retain each their own
opinfons. The mind, which ljves, and
bas the ability to make known this
fact, retains—for a time indefinite—the
“same opinions still” the person held
immediately before passing from our
mortal view.

So that the fact of their telling differ-
ent tales, or teachings, on returning to
earth friends, is, there as here, but a
mark of their unfoldment intellectually.
Here the studious mind—especially the
tearless—unfolds in degree according to
his or her research. Truth comes to the
secker—but he must seek boldly. As in
“hiding the thimble,” one must seek
widely; so if truths be found, we must
ransack all the mind can find to search.

And when one has fearlessly, and for
years studiously, been {n search of
truths, regardless of what of the old
that has had to be discarded, these are
they whose duty it is to instruct others
in truths. But, as I said at first, how
few have become advanced thinkers.

Spiritualism is—this is obvious to all
who think at all fearlessly—the leading
movement for the improvement of the
race, because it alone gives any proof
of a continued life for man. The rea-
soner can understand how very natural
to accept the statement I now present:
We gain most of truth from those *'gone
on” who thought most, searched widest,
after facts in nature, or that nccorged
with natural laws, while they remained
mortals. TFor instance, Darwin gave to |
the world facts that overthrow unsci-
entific statements taught by the relig-
jonists of the past—when the Bible was
taken as it reads. Darwin would not
return to teach other than as he had
gleaned facts, unless ’twere to teach
more advanced sclentific research facts.
An evolutionist once, an evolutionist
ever after. Facts are stubborn things. |
Thinking. men and women cannot go
back on facts.

We would not expect to receive from

{ the great.mind of Thomas Palne—who

lives not alone in the hearts of many, .

{ but is active,-in personality still—a re-

traction of lis logic, left behind him for
reaching minds to feed upon. He will
tell us heaven is not a place where’

| Gods sit in judgement, and condemn by

far the greater portion of humanity to
tortures unending, Lincoln has not’
been retrograding, Qur most ealight
enetl minds of the past are our most re-
liable fnstructors returning to teach us’
regardiug the conditions as they really
exist'in the spirit world. |

If the reader does not accept the fact
that these minds are still in existence
as individuals, or the fact that-continu-
ity of life is proven, then he or she las

pot thought enough to lead to researeh, §’
1y { and ghould awaken from mind lethargy.

And those who do have the Enowledge |

of spirit return will give evidence of |

their own enlightenment, in degree, ac-:
cording as these are -broad In their:
views -or tinctured. with fear of, and
faith in, Gods. . e
You mmay know a man by the com-
pany of the gods he keeps hold on, in

Delief. Tlie more vengeful his God, the:

less-humane the man. The less he wor-
ships, -the more he unfelds in intelleet,

and the greater his aspirations for

truths the larger his soul-growth, be-.
cause these attract-truth. )
ALLIE LINDSAY LYNCH.
-Chicago, TIL ‘ C

‘“The Rellgion of Humanity, s Philog- |

ephy of Life” By J. Leon Benwell,
An interesting and thoughtful’ pamph-:

lot. Pri¢e 15 cents, - -For srle at 3his]

ofmoe,

By Augusta Ws Flotcher, M, D, Prica #160. .

[VALUABLE, LIBRARY
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ANSILL’S ALMANAC, of Planetary Meteorology, for 1898, This {8
the thirty-third annual publication of this excellent Astronomical Almsg.
nac. Valuable for those on land and sea. By Richard Mansill, Price 25¢
ARGUERITE HUNTER. A nnprative of life in the material and spir,
itual spheres, by & co-operative spirit band, combined with chosen media
of earth, given through independent slate-writing. - Price $1,00. :
EDIUMISTIC EXPERIENCES OF JOHN BROWN, the Medium of the
Rockies, with an introduction by Prof, J. 8, Loveland. This book
guould be in the hands of every one interested in Spiritualism, Prics 5C cfd.
EDIUMSHIP AND ITS DEVELOPMENT, and How to Mesmerize to
+ Assist Development, * .An everyday useful instructor in Psychic Science, .
By W. H. Bach. DPrice, cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents,
EMORIAL ORATION BY COL. ING}ERSOLL, on Roscoe- Conkling
¥l Delivered hefore the New York Legislature, May 9, 1888, A wor
picture of an illustrious man, Price 4 cents, L
;MYTH OF THE GREAT DELUGE. A complete and overwhelming’
refutation of the Bible story of the Deluge. A very interesting pamphlet,
By James M, McCann, Price 15 cents, P
uBSESSION. How evil spirits influence mortals, and how to guard againsh
the same, A very necessary and interesting study for sensitives. By
M, Faradsy. 23 pages, Price 10 cents, P
RMSBY'S GEQ-HELIO EPHEMERIS ALMANAC. This is a lesson.
book of Astrology, and business and weather guide, gontaining Horo~
scopes for each montiz. By Prof, Ormshy. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c,
UTSIDE THE GATES, and Other Tales and Skelches, Written by a band
of wpirit intelligences, throngh the mediumship of Mar)v Theresa Shelle
bamer, A most excellent Spiritual work Price $1,00. o
PEOPLE‘S FACES, and How to read them. Physiognomy Defined,
Teaches how to read character ot a glance. If you wish to marry lear
to choose, By John Nils Larson. Price 25 cents. )
ERFCT MOTHERHOOD, or Mabel Raymond's Resolve. Dedicated to
woman everywhere, that childyen may cease 1o boe born accursed. By
Lols Waishrooker, Price, cloth, $1,00, '
ETALS FROM WHITE ROSE. A neat little pamphlet of poems—as
stated on the title page—¢<The first fruits of inspiration from Casa Guidl
in Summerland. By J. C. F. Grumbine, Price 25 cents.
HILOSOPHY OF PHENOMENA. Physical and Metaphysical. Matter
phenomena and life phenomena, Objective and subjective phenomens, -
Hyperbole metaphysical. By Geo. M. Ramsey, M. D. Price, cloth, $1,00
HILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE. Contains an accountof
the very wonderful spiritual developments at the house of Rev. Dr. Phelps,
Stratford, Conn. By A. J. Davis. Price, cloth, $1.45; postage 10 cents.
OLITICAL WORKS O THOMAS PAINE. Containing the three
volumes—*“Common Sense,” the ¢‘Crisis” and ¢Rights of Man"—thres
volumes in one, Just the book for patrictic Americans. Price, cloth, $1.00,
RACTICAL METHODS TO INSURE SUCCESS. A valuable little worle,
full of practical instruction in matters pertsining to the physical, mental
and spiritual health. Worth many times its cost. Price 10 cents,
DROPHETS OF ISRAEL. Comprises in the main popular sketches from
1 Old Testament History. By Carl H. Cornill, Doctor of Theology and
Professor of Old Testament History. Price 25 cents.
RIMARY FACTORS OF ORGANIC EVOLUTION. By E. D. Cope,
4§ Ph. D., Member of the U. . National Academy of Science, Professor of
Zoology in the University of Pennsylvania. Price, cloth, $2.00.
PSYCHIC SCIENCE. Studies in the Outlying Fields—Spiritual Phenom-

cha, How to investigate, form circles and develop mediumship. A test
of genuine mediumship, By Hudson Tuttle. Price, cloth, 75 cents.
SYCHOGRAPHY, Marvelous manifestations of Psychic Power, givey

through the mediumship of Fred. P. Evans. Beautifully bound in cloth
and gold, and profusely illustrated. Price $2.00, postpaid.
SYCHOPATIIY, OR SPIRIT HEALING. A hook that every Healer,
1 Physician and Spiritualist should read. By the spirit of Dr. Benjamin
Rugh, through the mediumship of Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Price $1.50,
LPIT, PEW AND CRADLE. Seccond paragraph in book, last two
lines, reads: ¢«‘Christianity is one thing for grown men. It is guite another
thing for women and children.” 1y Helen H. Gardner. Price 10 cents.
EAL LIFE IN THE 8PIRIT-LAND. You will not become weary while
reading this excellent book. Very interesting and instructive, Given
inspirationally by Mrs, Maria M. King. Price 75 cents.
ELIGION OF THE STARS. Containing 19 full lectures delivered in the
Temple of the Magi, Chicago, upon occult subjects. Three upon ¢‘The
Human Soul.” By O. B. Richmond. Price $1.25 postpaid.
ELATION OF THE SPIRITUAL TO THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE,
-end the Law of Control. New edition, enlarged and revised and greatly
improved. By M. Faraday. Price 15 cents.
ELIGIOUS AND THEOLOGICAL WORKS OF THOMAS PAINE
Here is a book that should be in the library of every Spiritualist and
Freethinker in the land. Price, cloth, $1.00.
ELIGION OF SCIENCE. Treats of Principles, Faith and Doctrines,
Immortality, Mythology and Religion, Christ and the Chrlstians, Cath-
olicity of the Religious Spirit. By Dr. Paul Carns. Price, muslin, 50 cts,
IGHTS OF MAN. PartsIand II. Being an answer to Mr. Burke’
attack upon the French Revolution. By Thomas Paine. Post 8vo. ; 2%8
pages. Price, paper, 30 cents; cloth 50 cents.
IGHT LIVING, This book gives an admirable course of study in ethic
and supplies a long-felt want of an ethical text-book adapted to the conl-
prehension of children. By Susan H. Wizon, Price, cloth, $1.00.
OMANISM AND THE REPUBLIC. Every patriot should read thi
R decidedly patriotic book. Of inestimable value to liberty-loving Amerl-
cans., By Rev, J. Langing, M. A. Price §1.00.
CIENCE OF SPIRIT RETURN. Byone of the scientific minds of The
Progressive Thinker corps of contributors. Rich with profound thought.
By Charles Dawbarn, Price 10 ¢ents.
SEERS OF THE AGES. Embracing Spiritualism, past and present
Doctrines stated and moral tendencies defined. Nearly 400 pages ok
grand reading. By J. M. Peebles, M. D. Price, cloth, $2.00.
TANDING UP FOR JESUS, or what the editor of the Freethinker's
Magazine thinks of him on general principles. Profound, Biblical, sar-
castic. Price 4 cents; 25 copies for 50 cents,
ALLEYRAND'S LETTER TO THE POPE. This work will be found
especially interesting to all who would desire to make a study of Roman-
ism and the Bible. Price 25 cents.
EACHINGS OF JESUS, Not adapted to modern civilization. With the
true character of Mary Magdalene. A book full of truth. By George
W. Brown, M. D. Price 15 cents.
HE BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO WORLDS. A book on Development
of Mediumship by Terrestrial Magnetism, or the laws of harmonizing the
body with universal nature. By .Abby A. Judson. Price $1.00, :
HE CANDLE FROM UNDER THE BUSHEL, or Thirteen Hundred and
Six Questions to the Clergy. Nutg that are hard for them to.crack. An
interesting book. By Wm. Heart, Price 40 cents. :
HE DEVELOPMENT OF SPIRIT—After transition. The origin of re- -
ligiens, and their influence upon the mental development of the human
race. By the Jate M. Faraday. Price 10 cents, :
HE DREAM CHILD. Reads like an inspiration. Treating clearly upon -
the laws of affinity, love and the attendapt pain and sorrow invariably
experienced therewith. By Florence Huntley. Price, cloth, 75 cents. .
HE FAIRY LAND OF SCIENCE. This besutiful book fills & niche in-
1 the hearts.of the young people. Lyceum library literature. By Arabella
B. Buckley. Price $1.50. .
HE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, or Threefold Power of Sex. A work thag
should be studied by both man and woman. It is one of the suthor'y
most useful and instructive books. By Lois Waisbrooker. Price 50 cenis, -
HE GODS. This is one of the greatest lectures ever delivered by thé
world-famed dnfidel orator, Robert G. Ingersoll, and has, in pamphlef
form, had a wide circulation. Price 20 cents. =

-‘THE GOD IDEA OF THE ANCIENTS, or Sex in Religion, A sensible;-

logical statement of opinion, but not of a revolutionary or sensational
‘natare, - A good book all through. = By Eliza Burt Gamble. Price $2.25. -
HE INFIDELITY OF ECCLESIASTICISM. A Menace to American
Civilization. A trenchant and masterly treatise. ' By Prof. W. M. Lock-
-wood, Price 25 cents. - - Sl Lo -
HE MOLECULAR HYPOTHESIS OF NATURE. Demonstrates the
continuity of life and our environment of Spiritual {ufluences, Free from

| all theories of superstition. By Prof. W. M. Lockwood. Price 25 cents,

~#HE ORDER OF THE WHITE ROSE, or Splritualism Integrating the
T Religions of the world. Something of the int¢nt, purpose and fellowship
of the Order of the White Rose. By J.C. ¥. Grumbine.  Price 20 cents,
4HE OTHER WOBLD AND THIS, .'ﬁoompanﬂiximnf spiritual laws, A
{gyblnmeof:tbirty-nhéf haptars, and all replete with Splritualistio thonghk
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