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“EXCUSE ME.” THt JUBILEE OBSERVATIONS.MPORTANT DECISION. SHE IS A SPIRITUALIST

A NEW MEDIUM,

JUBILEE CAROL.

THE THRONE OF KNOWLEDGE

to-

HARMONY OF NATIONS.

fe

Our broken circles are restored;
Our thinned ranks are not thin 

day;
Our angel delegations come

From heaven in holiday array.

Let them obey that know not how to 
lie.—Shakspeare.

Queen Victoria Believes It Is 
Possible to Commune 

with the Departed.

Religious Liberty Under the 
Federal Constitution.

Secretary Woodbury Makes 
a Stirring Appeal.

Some Reminiscenoes and 
Lessons Therefrom- >

Laughable, Yet a Very Seri­
ous Matter.

Peculiar and Very Touch' 
ing Incident.

SPIRITUALISE—Progress, fte Universal LavO of flatare; Thought *be Solder)! of Jier Problems,—SPIRITUALISE
VOL. 17

The American people are wonderfully 
receptive to the allurements of “fads.” 
For some time it has been a fad to at­
tack the public workers of Spiritual­
ism, charging at their door all the mis­
deeds, selfishness, and. chicanery that 
the human family Is heir to,

But the article by Brother Cooper, of 
Providence, R, I., charging them with 
being the recipients of and demanding 
princely salaries makes most of us feel 
like -saying “excuse me while 1 laugh.”

We have been accused of almost ev­
erything; but this is the. flrst knowl­
edge tbe writer has ever been able to 
obtain regarding princely salaries as an 
attachment to Spiritualistic platform 
work.

. Condoling the condition of the public 
meetings, our critic says: “Foremost 

—gmong the causes is the exorbitant 
prices charged by our speakers and me­
diums."

Speakers aud mediums are human be­
ings, and as such they are obliged to 
pdy the same prices for necessities of 
life as other people do. Iu addition to 
that, It is necessary for them to dress 
well In order to present au appearance 
that those who engage them will not be 
ashamed of when they step upon tbe 
platform; aud in addition they have 
families which they must support the 
same as others do.

Their personal expenses will be near­
ly as much as an ordinary family can 

' be supported for under ordinary cir­
cumstances. It is said that all engage­
ments include “expenses”; but every 
public worker knows by experience 
that there are many little exponses on 
every trip that uo society will pay with­
out serious objection. This cuts down 
their princely wages quite a little.

Now what are these “exorbitant 
charges”? ,

A very few get $25 a week; a limited 
number get $20; the greater proportion 
of those with the best of reputations 
get $15, while those not bo well known 
uro filling Sunday engagements for 
from nothing up to $10 per Sunday. 
Many of them are entertained only over 
Sunday, which necessitates tlieir meet­
ing their own necessities all the rest of 
the week.

One society asked tbe writer to fill a 
Sunday engagement in a city of about 
75,000 Inhabitants. They said that they 
bald 55 per Sunday, held three meet­
ings and wanted very short lectures 
Iind lots of tests. The engagement was 
lecllned, and tho next day one of the 
eaders of the society, a man purporting 
0 be worth $75,000 or $100,000, got up 

in conference meeting and said that 
they wanted to run a society in----, but 
If wad pretty hard work as they “was 
fill poor and could not afford to pay 
much. They all wanted $10 or $15 a 
week for their services; occasionally 
they did get one for $7 or $8 aud pay 
their own expenses but they didn't 
Amount to nothin’. ”

Would this society manager expect 
to secure a man capable of attending 
to his business to a proper manner for 
euch wages? He would consider you 
Crazy if you suggested such a thing. -

Now let us suppose that the average 
price paid a Spiritualist lecturer Is $15 
per Sunday. It will not average over 
$10, as every public worker knows.

First, they cau ouly get one day’s 
work out of the week. Second, they

real Intellectual ability for 5520 per 
year. *

There Is another thing that public 
workers enjoy; “If you had a little of 
tho spirit of Christ in you, and would 
do a little work for humanity, instead 
of for the almighty dollar, Spiritualism 
would progress more rapidly.”

This is usually said by someone Who 
does uot turn a hand once a month in 
the InteVest of Spiritualism. But sup­
pose we carried It out. Suppose We 
went as Christ did, would they receive 
us? No, indeed! Suppose we came to 
a place bare-footed, bare-legged, scarce­
ly enough clothes upon us to coyer our 
nakedness, and what we did have on 
covered with the dust.and dirt of foot 
travel—in other words, would be typ­
ical tramps—would they receive us?

No, we must be ^ell dressed, and 
suitable for presentation to the people 
of the community when we arrive. We 
could not carry out the “spirit of 
Christ” and live lu this world at the 
present time.

If the people who call themselves 
Spiritualists would do as much as the 
public workers do, in proportion to 
their numbers, there need not be $ town 
of ’1,000 inhabitants in the United 
States that could not have its regular 
Spiritualist meetings. Is there a place 
where the orthodox can not have meet­
ings? If the Spiritualists would put as 
much energy into their work as tlie or­
thodox do, we, too, would have flourish­
ing societies, with our own places of 
meeting.

Brother Cooper, the trouble is more 
with the society managers than It Is 
with the public workers. You demand 
too many sensational features. A.table 
on the rostrum reminds one of a pawn­
shop! People without character or ed­
ucation are paraded as leaders! Ignor­
ance, vice and sensation are flaunted 
before tlie people! It is done because 
such workers can be had cheap! Most 
of the time they will donate their serv­
ices for the advertising they get out 
of it

A dime museum freak will attract a 
greater number of ten-cent pieces than 
a good Intellectual speaker, and no one 
appreciates this fact nor deprecates It 
more than the better classes of tbe pub­
lic workers do.

Build your societies upon practical 
common sense. Get workers who will 
be able to give intellectual food to the 
best class of people in your community. 
Engage halls that are pleasant and 
easy of access. Appeal to the higher 
principles In tho natures of the people 
in your community and you will have 
support. Experience proves it.

On the contrary, open your meetings 
In a hall on the third, fourth or fifth 
floor of a dark, ill-smelling building, 
get a combination of ignorance and 
sensation on your platform, have no so­
cial features, and you will fill your hall 
with the scum of the city at ten cents a 
head—but you will never build up a so­
ciety.

People who have standing aud intel­
ligence will come once and leave you 
in disgust, and the field will be left in 
the hands of those who care for noth­
ing but sensation. Finally, they, too, 
will become satiated and the attend­
ance and support will cease and the so­
ciety likewise. •

Spiritualists, organize on a practical 
basis and these complaints will cease.

Lily Dale, N. Y. W. H. BACH.

way of solace. But the Grand Duk* 
never saw her again, and the stern qjd J 
mother-in-law took good care until th*'; 
day of his death that the spirit of bi* 
first wife, Princess Alice, should M 
subjected to no further sorrow because 
of a rival.—New York World. ,

only get about eight months work out 
of the year. That would give us $10 a 
week for the year.

■taking into consideration tbe extra 
expense we are obliged to meet, dress 
properly, care for our families all of the 
year and our own living half of the 
year and many of us would like to 
know where the magnificent salaries 
come In.

“Suppose that our speakers and medi­
ums would accept fifty per cent of the 
receipts for their services, and leave 
the other fifty per cent to pay ex­
penses."

Very good. But Brother Cooper fails 
to tell us who will pay our car fare, 
rent, clothe us and feed and clothe our 
families while we are doing this. He 
knows that the plan he proposes will 
not do It. And If the public worker is 
to pay all the expenses, why permit a 
society to run his business for him? 
Why not control it entirely Independent 
of the society? The actions of many 
societies have resulted in compelling 
public workers to act independent of 
them.

It is this principle that has been car­
ried out by society managers that is re­
sponsible for tbe great cry of fraud me­
diums, and the precarious condition of 
our public movement to-day.

The ability of a public worker is not 
gauged by the thoughts given, or the 
intelligence of the audience, but Is 
gauged by tbe number of ten-cent 
pieces that are taken in at the door. 
The question is, “will such a one put 
np a show that will attract enough peo­
ple to pay our hall rent, pay singers, ad­
vertising, and his or her wages be­
sides?” The result has been that, in or­
der to be successful the public worker 
has had to add sensational features to 
draw a crowd, thus degrading the name 
of Spiritualism and putting it on a par 
with the dime museum. .

If Spiritualists wish to see Spiritual? 
ism progress, they should organize and 
do as other churches do. Make a' bld 

-for the Intellectual and well-to-do peo­
ple In tho community. Raise a fund, 
engage a regular speaker—a pastor, if 
you please—take away your ten-cent 
admissions, get up social features to in­
terest the people, as well as your Sun­
day services, and you will progress. .

Just remember that no other class of 
people engages a speaker and expects 
that speaker to pay all-Sf the expenses 
of carrying on the meetings and his 
own salary besides. Only in our ranks 
is this demand made. -

Brother Cooper, as long as Spiritual­
ism has public workers it will have to 
Support them. Upon the degree of that 
support will depend their intellectual 
ability. We can not hope to retain pol­
ished orators and men and women of

Advance, oh, Earth, toward Heaven to­
day,

Prepared to greet descending hosts 
Of angels, harbingers of light,

And not the old-time sheeted ghosts. 
Beach up, oh souls, intent to hear

The messages of hope and love;
The pearl of pearls they bring to us

Is certainty of life above.
Down-sweeping in their mantling 

white,
They come to break grim Error’s 

sway;
To stay the hands of cruelly,

And make more plain Love’s better 
way.

Not strangers are they. In the past 
Many were with us, near and sweet, 

And while we long, and pray for them
We hear the chiming of their feet

Welcome, old comrades! Hall and 
cheer!

Our hearts have kept your memory 
green,

And you have loved and cared for us 
Most tenderly, although unseen. -.

To the Editor:—In these Jubilee days 
when so much Is dependent on co-oper­
ation and so much Is being said and 
written about It, there Is a little poem 
that it would be well for some of us to 
epeat, repeat, repeat, and then live up 
o It and co-operation will then truly 
mgln. ,
"To cancel wrong it was never re­

quired ■
The wrong should be forgiven and 

forgot,
Ah! See how well have thou and Icon- 

spired
Since I forgive, and thou remember- 

est not.”
Now, then, the Jubilee Is the spirits’ 

jubilee and tlie people’s Jubilee. It Is 
not a mass-meeting run in the interests 
of spiritual-(?) politicians, but an at­
tempt to rally the people on earth to 
meet the people of tho skies, to work 
in harmony for humanity’s sake, and 
the advancement of the religion of 
Spiritualism.

A wise teacher has said “It Is neither 
‘time’ nor 'opportunity' that is lacking 
for men aud women to think and do 
good, but the will and desire.” There 
is plenty of time and opportunity to co­
operate but much of the spiritual co­
operation reminds one of the time re­
corded which the monkey and parrot 
had together.

Co-operation is to act together. Not 
to compel other people to act as we 
want them but to be so spiritually 
tuned up to the music of the spheres 
that we shall not always know It all, 
but be willing to give way to others a 
jot or tittle .sometimes.

Ah, there is coming a parting of the 
ways, there will be less talking, less 
writing co-operation, and more practi­
cal exemplification of it, or we cannot 
achieve success. •

When one travels about a little they 
soon find out the weakness of our co­
operation. Visit the average American 
city. “We would like to have you visit 
us, but if you do you must not visit the 
meeting held at such a place.” "You 
cannot speak upon our platform if you 
speak at such aud such a meeting.” “I 
cannot attend your meeting if your 
speaker terms herself ‘pastor.’" “I 
eannot support your meeting If you 
have on invocation at the opening of 
your services,” and so it goes to the 
end of the chapter. And then how pro­
voked the same people will get if you 
allude to any dictation whatever. Mean­
while spiritual-minded, cultured people 
are attending the Unitarian church, 
Christian Science meetings, who are at 
heart Spiritualists. Or else they sub­
scribe for The Progressive Thinker or 
Eleanor Kirk’s New Idea and read and 
think and study at home.

Now, then, if you are Interested in 
the truly spiritual side of Spiritualism, 
go to the Jubilee. If you are Interested 
In the National Association as a Na­
tional Spiritual movement, go to the 
Jubilee; if you want to promulgate that 
institution and co-operate with others 
who insist that to be a success it must 
be conducted, not as political parties 
are, but on a spiritual basis, go to the 
Jubilee! And remember the spirit 
wanted there is expressed thus:
“In vain shalt thou or any call

The spirits from tbeir golden day— 
Except like them, thou, too, canst say 

My spirit is at peace with all."
‘The mind,” said Milton, “is its own 

place and in itself can make heaven or 
hell.” Now, then, shall we as Spiritual­
ists keep up the hell business by mak­
ing mountains out of mole hills, 
crosses out of non-essential nothings, or 
shall we knowing our divinity, our 
kingship, our spiritual Inheritance as 
souls truly awakened, truly co-operate 
to advance the religion of Spiritualism? 
Will you come to the Jubilee and help 
inaugurate a Spiritual Revival, help to 
inaugurate the day when prominent 
workers shall not be jealous of each 
other, but all in love and sincerity work 
in a co-operation that shall save the 
world?

FRANCIS B. WOODBURY.

How long it seems since some went up;
How much has crossed our lives since 

then.
But in the homeland we shall meet- 

How oft we pause, and wonder when!
To-day is soul's day; it Is meet

That friend with friend clasp loving 
hands.

By every person gathered here, 
An Unseen, angel presence stands.

Each mortal knows full well his guest, 
If parent, husband, wife, child, 

friend, . .
Fond memory could count a score

Who would, for love’s own sake, at­
tend. • •

I need not name them, one by one, 
Our hearts can better Sill tbe roll .

And hear their answers Kb they say, ;
“Here!” “I anfpresent,” boUI. (tp 
. soul. :

Though sins and crimes tower mount­
. ain high, . . • -
And hearts seem fuming into'stone,

Work on! the day will surely come, ' 
When Justice holds life’s'holy'throne.

Link hands with angels,- and declare, 
Anew allegiance for the right; ’.

A burning wish to battle wrongs 
Until we ail bjd Earth goodmight! 
- EMMA ROOD TUTTLE.

All politeness Is owing to liberty.— 
Shaftesbury. . .

Perfection Is attained by slow de­
grees; she requires the band of time.— 
Voltaire.

Am I An Infidel?
I believe in one God, and that God to 

me is intelligent energy which man­
ifests itself to all things, and I am a 
part of that Intelligence, or In other 
words, a son of God in the same and 
only sense that all human beings are 
and have been sons of God.

I love all things that are bright, beau­
tiful and joyous, and above all, my 
fellow-man, as tbe 'highest order or 
manifestation of intelligence.

I am deeply grateful for all good 
things done by mankind in ages past, 
and at the present time, and for all 
time to come. I bate superstition, de­
spise creeds and detest dogmas.

I believe that 1 nave always existed, 
and always must exist in some form; 
that 1 have reached a degree of intelli­
gence or consciousness so that beyond 
tliis life I will know, as well as be 
known. ' . . . . . : . 

_ I have the greatest; sympathy for the; 
sufferings of mankind: the. world over;' 
and IU my opinion nolbiu^jyill so much 
lessen them as, a higher knowledge of 
nature and' nature’s • laws>”and the 
teaching of the most , practical .. moral 
principles of the best men of all ages.

I believe we need more earnest'work 
.along the.line of bettering' our social 
condition and less speculation on “in­
spired books” and “revelations;” at any 
rate' let us look after that which ^IU 
promote our happiness and the hap­
piness’of others right here upon earth.

I believe that the happier we are here 
the happier we will be “there" and 
therefore I endeavor not to make others 
unhappy, thereby aiding Others as well 
aa myself. J. O, BELL.

Glenville, Ohio. —-•- ~ - --^t

Under the above heading the Har­
vard Law Rev/ew^or April has this to 
say with refeieuce'to the recent decis­
ion of Mr. Justice Hague;, In the case 
of Bradfield v. Roberts;

Except in the epao of Reynolds v. the 
U. S., 98 U. S,, 145, where it was held 
that the Mormqps were not constitu­
tionally entitled to practice polygamy, 
thp flrat clause of the First Amendment 
to tlie Oopstitutiph of the United 
States, providing that "Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establish- 
ment'of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof,” has never been fairly 
brought up for judicial construction, 
until a recent ease in the Supreme 
Court of the District of Columbia. In 
this ease, Bradfield v. feoberfs (report­
ed In 20 Wash, Law- Rep. 84), the court 
restrained the application of public 
funds to the construction of a building 
on the grounds of the Providence Hos­
pital in Washington. Congress had 
appropriated money for a building, to 
be erected on the grounds of a hospital 
within the District pf Columbia, at the 
discretion of the Commissioners of the 
District; and the (Commissioners made 
an agreement with the directors of this 
Institution, which was under Roman 
Catholic control, to construct tho build­
ing on their grounds, to put it under 
their management, pad to pay them for 
the sick that might be sent there by the 
District. That this ‘agreement was be­
yond, tbe authority of the Commission­
ers is made to appear clearly from the 
appropriating act, which contains a sec­
tion declaring that It .is against the pol­
icy of the Government to make any ap­
propriation in aid'of a sectarian Insti­
tution. Apart from . this express re­
striction, however, it was held that the 
agreement was unconstitutional. For 
this decision no judicial precedent is 
quoted, nor any authority except two 
messages of President Madison vetoing 
acts passed by Congress for the .benefit 
of religious societies, as In conflict'with 
the First Amendment. The flrst"of 
these acts seems to have amounted to 
little more than a grant of corporate 
privileges to a church and the prescrip­
tion of various regulations as to' Ite 
management. Congress', howevfer, has* 
frequently Incorporated churches and 
sectarian Institutions, nor can any ob­
jection be taken to sueh charters so 
long as all regulations contained In 
them are construed as affecting merely 
tbe secular affairs of the corporation. 
There seems to have been no sufficient 
ground, therefore, for the veto in the 
case of this act. The second act was 
simply a grant of land to a church, and 
presented a ease soinewhht similar to 
that of Bradfield v. Roberts. That the 
second veto and the decision of this re­
cent case were alike correct seems 
clear. It may be said that in the case 
under discussion the money was to be 
expended not so much for the benefit of 
tho institution as for the benefit of the 
District, whose'sick poor people, ac­
cording to the agreement, were to be re­
ceived there. Tlie .directors of the in­
stitution, however, would certainly ac­
quire an interest |n tho building, and 
have possession and control of it, as 
well as the spending of the money 
which might be paid by the Govern­
ment for the c^re of the sick. If this 
use of public, -alow were allowed it 
would form a sufficient precedent for 
appropriations to. any sort of sectarian 
institution which could be made the in­
strument of public charity; and such 
appropriations would very easily afford 
opportunities for (discriminations en­
tirely against the spirit of the constitu­
tional provision.-: I'd connect the ad­
ministration of public charity with any 
organization under sectarian control is 
a step in the direction of an establish­
ment of religion. ,

What Congress would be restrained 
from doing under the First Amendment 
can best be conjectured from a compar­
ison of the numerous cases which have 
arisen under similar prohibitions In 
State constitutions. The language of 
these constitutions, though often much 
more explicit In forbidding aid to sec­
tarian Institutions, would not seem to 
cover any more ground than the general 
words of the Federal Constitution. As 
the state courts have almost always 
been very strict in condemning any sort 
of state aid to a school or charity under 
the control of-any religious sect, so 
also it seems likely that the Federal 
courts, if occasion shall arise, will be 
strict in applying the prohibitions of the 
First Amendment

■ Note.—See State v. Hallock, 18 Ne­
vada; Synod v. Statp, 2 South Dakota; 
Farmer v? St. Paub 07 N. W. Rep.; 
Cook County v.' Children’s Industrial 
School,' 125 Ill.‘-^Washingtonian Home 
v. Chicago, 157-Il.Ljuid State ex rel, 
Orr v. City of Nety.iDrleans and others. 
La. Annual RepUrtpior Feb. 1898.

Strike the cbord.of-harmony,
Sound. It throughput the land, 

Invite responsive melody, ' ;
■To jota us be®?, and hand. " 

Bring peace tp all the nations, 
■ Ne’er let coiifilct rule the hour; 
In-pur silent meditations ;- -

Let love be pur ruling power.
May tbe Stars tond’ Stripes of freedom 

Float o’er landand o’er the sea,
Enfolding In het,meshes ■

■ All mankind ‘that would be free. .
May the wa ves’of grand old ocean 

Sing the songtefuove divine, \
In their magic wild commotion 

: Chime the song to every clime, 
And when unity is kindled

In the hearts of prince and slave, ■ 
Pouring forth Itstfragrant incense

Broad o’erland and o’er the wave.
Then the triumph and the glory - 

Of a peace from God divine, 
Will reach out o’er all nations;

’Tis for thee, for thine and mine. 
FRANCES DYE HOTCHKISS.

The anniversary number of The Pro­
gressive Thinker was worth a year’s 
subscription price. Dr, Peebles gave a 
most interestlug address, full of his­
toric facts and pleasant reminiscences, 
given in his own quaint style, It re­
minded me of a season years agone 
when ho, J. O. Barrett and myself held 
a series of three-days meetings in 'Wis­
consin, in which the great questions of 
human liberty aud progress, here and 
hereafter, were discussed from our va­
rious aud varied standpoints.

J. 0. has entered the next higher 
grade in life’s great school, while J. M. 
and myself are still trying as best we 
may, each in bls own way, to do the 
work of .life In this rudimental depart­
ment. I then toad with great delight 
the excellent and profound article from 
the thinker, Charles Dawbarn, with 
the sentiments of. which I am in full 
sympathy. I have often been surprised 
aud pained at the lack of discernment 
of those wonder-seekers who swallow 
everything without questioning.

Cora Richmond's address was excep­
tionally pleasing to me, as it was prac­
tical and strong. The statement that 
“the greatest victory is that which con­
quers suffering, which conquers it in 
yourself and otliers,” is a fact little 
thought of. I believe It.

Hudson Tuttle also gave his hearers 
and readers much to think about on 
many points. He especially shows up 
the absurdity of Spiritualists profess­
ing to be the advance guard in ethical 
culture and reform work, and doing so 
little. His Ideas of practical work I 
fully endorse, and that brings up the 
main question that caused me to take 
up my pen this morning, aud which has 
given me much anxiety.

I see our societies adopting more and 
more the ceremonies, forms and cus­
toms of the churches. We have 
“churches," "pastors," and are aping 
their customs, even to tho extent or 
gambling. I have been chagrined and 
pained the past season by witnessing 
the selling at our meetings of tickets to 
|>e raffled for various articles. When I 
protested against-this gambling, I was 
informed it was a necessary means of 
raising money to pay the speaker. I 
think It is infamous for a society claim­
ing the welfare of humanity as Its ob­
ject, to resort to Immoral measures for 
its support.

I agree with Mr. Tuttle, that a so­
ciety to be most successful In Its work, 
must depend more on its own ability, 
and less on the employment of a 
speaker.

I have had quite an experience In this 
direction. About twelve years ago, in 
the city of Milwaukee, a call was made 
for a meeting of liberal-minded people 
to form a society for free discussion. A 
small number assembled and organized 
tbe "Liberal Club." It emphasized free 
speech and declared that on its plat­
form no subject should be debarred a 
hearing on account of any popular 
prejudice, but that following tbe lec­
ture an hour should be devoted to free 
criticism, the speaker having ten min­
utes in which to reply to his critics.

Parliamentary law was strictly ob­
served, and our meetings drew the best 
minds of the city, and we had no 
trouble In having our platform oc­
cupied with able speakers, and our hall 
rent, which was our only expense, was 
easily paid. During the five years I 
remained in the city, and was its pre­
siding officer, there was no unkind or 
inharmonious feeling manifest In any 
of its meetings, although the criticisms 
were sharp and pointed. We bad as 
speakers clergymen, senators, editors, 
bankers, working men and women, ma­
terialists, Spiritualists—all sorts—and 
if their presentation of the subject did 
not suit us we could patiently listen, 
knowing the other side, all sides in 
fact, would be presented. It was the 
greatest educative force in tho city, 
and the meetings are still kept up.

Now it seems to mo that Spiritualist 
societies, instead of making a show of 
our Sunday meetings, where the most 
questionable phenomena are exhibited 
because it will pay, thus driving away 
our thinkers, and drawing a crowd of 
curiosity-seekers and undeveloped 
spirits, who could not appreciate a sci­
entific or philosophical lecture, could 
conduct meetings of a similar charac­
ter, where means were lacking to hire 
regular speakers all the time.

If the demonstration of the fact that 
our spirit friends are about us and can 
communicate with us, is the sum total 
of Spiritualism, then we have no right 
to herald to the world that It is a great 
reformatory movement that will lift 
humanity out of its selfish greed, its 
cruel wrongs, that will cause war to 
cease and bring about the reign of a 
human brotherhood. This we have 
claimed advanced spirits have ad­
vocated it from the beginning. It is no 
less a movement than this, and we 
should not devote ourselves to the 
keeping up of a society by any and all 
means, but to the advocacy of our most 
advanced truths, our loftiest principles. 
Let us live up to our high calling.

JULIET H. SEVERANCE, M. D.

Political men, like goats, usually 
thrive best among Inequalities.—Lan- 
dor. '-'■ • ■ ,.-. . - . ■ '

Pleasure soon exhausts us and itself 
also; but endeavor never does.—Bich- 
tef. - -

Man is not born to solve the problem 
of the universe, but to find out what he 
has to do; and to restrain himself with­
in the limits of his comprehension.— 
Goethe. '

The bigot for the most part clings to 
opinions adopted without investigation, 
and defended without argument, while 
he is intolerant of the opinions of oth­
ers.—Buck.

Men and things have each their prop­
er perspective; to judge rightly of some 
It is necessary to see them near, of oth­
ers we can never judge rightly but at a 
distance.—Rochefoucauld. . - ■ < :

Although Queen Victoria is not super­
stitious in the ordinary sense of the 
word, yet she is possessed of a strong 
belief In the supernatural, and while it 
is evident from the fact of her taking 
her recent departure for France on a 
Friday that she does not believe in the 
unluckiness of that day of the week, 
she manifests a pronounced tendency 
to Spiritualism. No one has read Mr. 
Stead’s publications on the subject of 
“Borderland,” that Is to say, the unseen 
world, with more attention and serious­
ness than her Britannic Majesty.

Like Mr. Stead, she is firmly con­
vinced that It is possible to remain in 
close communion and spiritual Inter­
course with those who have departed 
for the other world, and although these 
are scarcely orthodox ideas for oue who 
claims to be the head of the Estab­
lished Church of England, she has on 
several occasions given them expres­
sion, Mrs. Oliphant's Spiritualistic 
book, entitled “The Little Pilgrim lu 
the Unseen," was the cause aud origin 
of Her Majesty’s lifelong friendship 
with that popular novelist, aud to those 
at court It Is no secret that it was the 
belief in the spiritual world on earth 
which was one of the links that bound 
together her Majesty and her Poet 
Laureate, the late Lord Tennyson, in 
affectionate sympathy,

In one of bls lately published letters 
to tbe Queen he wrote: “If the dead, as 
1 have often felt, though silent, be 
more liviug than the living, and linger 
about the planet in which their earth 
life was passed—then they, while we 
are lamenting that tliey are uot at our 
side, may still be with us, aud the hus­
band, the daughter aud the son lost by 
Your Majesty may rejoice when the 
people shout the name of their Queen.” 
And, again, the Queen in writing on an­
other occasion to the poet acknowledg­
ing his congratulations on tbe occasion 
of the anniversary of her wedding day, 
says: “The reflected light of tbe sun 
which lias set still remains. It Is full 
of pathos, but also full of joyful grat­
itude, and he who has left me near thir­
ty years ago surely Is with me still and 
blesses me." .

Of course, this may appear In the 
light of the most terrible heresy to the 
strict doctrinarians of the Church of 
England. But it goes far to enable the 
world to comprehend phases of the 
Queen’s character that are otherwise 
well-nigh Inexplicable.

Another oue of her particular friends 
and favorites was tbe late Dean Stan­
ley of Westminster Abbey, aud there is 
much In favor of the story current at 
court to the effect that tho intimacy be­
tween the celebrated divine and the 
sovereign was based upon their joint 
belief in the presence in a spiritual 
form of the dead by the side of the liv­
ing. The Queen, according to her half­
sister, the late Princess Hobenlohe, was 
convinced that her deeply-mourned 
husband, the Prince Consort, was 
watching over the events of her life, 
that he was close beside her, comfort­
ing her and encouraging her in all her 
troubles, sorrows, and anxiety. The 
Queen often assured her sister, Princ­
ess Hohenlobe, that tbe Prince Con­
sort had promised her that ho would do 
so, and sho has lived all tbe long years 
of her widowhood in the firm convic­
tion that he has kept bls promises dead 
as he did living.

It is undoubtedly owing to this belief 
on the part of Her Majesty that she 
has always manifested such a rever­
ence for the memory of her husband, 
and has insisted upon al! her children, 
nay even upon her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, who have only 
known him by name, taking part in all 
the services and ceremonies of one 
kind and another, which she continues, 
fearing probably to pain him by any 
appearance of forgetfulness or decline 
of consideration.

It is owing to this, too, that she re­
gards second marriages as in the light 
almost of a crime, especially when the 
flrst marriage has been in any sense of 
the word a happy one. For a widower 
or for a widow to approach the altar 
for a second time is In Her Majesty’s 
eyes to inflict a deep and lasting sor­
row upon the spirit of the dead hus­
band or wife.

In the case of the widower of her 
daughter, Allee, the Grand Duchess of 
Hesse, she was still more outspoken. 
The Grand Duke had, after tbe death 
pf his wife, Princess Alice of Great 
Britain, become to such an extent In­
fatuated by the beauty of a Russian 
lady of the name of Mme de Kalomlne, 
who Was one of the ornaments of bls 
court, that he at length contracted a se­
cret and morganatic marriage with her. 
The Queen learned of this while on a 
visit at Darmstadt Without a mo­
ment’s hesitation and in spite of the 
fact that It was 2 o’clock in the morn, 
ing, she chused her son-in-law to be 
roused from his slumbers by the side 
of his wife and to be summoned to her 
presence. As soon as she saw him she 
intimated to him her orders that he 
must never again set eyes upon tho wo­
man, and' get rid of her at once, since 
otherwise she would stop her financial 
assistance to himself and to bls chil­
dren, financial assistance on which he 
was almost entirely dependent, as the 
reigning house of Hesse Is the poorest 
in Germany.
- The Queen was determined that the 
spirit of her favorite daughter, Alice, 
which she was convinced was hovering 
over the Palace at Darmstadt at that 
moment, should not be troubled any 
longer by the presence .of a successor 
in we affections of her husband. Bo 
before daylight dawned the morganat­
ic wife of .the Grand Duke was torn 
from her bed, thrust In a carriage and 
driven across the frontier under a 
strong escort of police, the marriage be­
ing shortly annulled on some technical 
plea, whilst an annuity of 515,000 a 
year and the title of Countess of Rom­
rod were conferred upon the lady, by

At the anniversary celebration of I 
April 3, many Intel-sting features 
traded attention. The musie was fine, J 
The children reflected great credit upon I 
themselves and their teacher, Mrs. I 
Anna L. Robinson. As a charmer <4 I 
children she has no superior. The most I 
attractive feature of this great day was I 
the appearance for the first time upon 
the public platform of Fred Man- I 
Chester, who in a modest and impress- I 
Ive way gave as fine tests as any I I 
have seen. He held a largo crystal to I 
his hand, which iu some way seemed I 
to aid his spiritual sight. He doseribed I 
persons, gave names, messages, tool- J 
dents, etc., which were promptly recog- I 
nized, The most Intense Interest pre- I 
vailed. The hall was crowded with I 
earnest seekers for light. I

After a brilliant lecture by Mrs. Rob* 
luson, and some soft, sweet music. 
Fred arose, pale aud trembling, 
had had a severe fit of sickness—neay 
unto death, which seems to have de­
veloped remarkable powers of clairvoy­
ance aud elalraudloncQ; aud happily ha 
is willing aud glad to use them. He 
appreciates the value of his gifts. H? 
is a young man of rare qualities, re- , 
spected and loved by all who know. I 
him. His manner is modest and dig­
nified. I predict for him a brilliant fu­
ture and usefulness. Like his mother. I 
he bears the stamp of earnestness and I 
sincerity. After some twenty to thirty.' 
pointed tests the following beautiful I 
and touching Incident closed the so- I 
once;-Some one had laid a delicate 
ami beautiful bouquet on the table be­
fore we entered the hall. It remained I 
in view during the exercises, no one on., 
the platform knowing who placed It 
there. Fred slowly aud tremblingly 
raised It, saying as ho did so: “I do not 
feel that this is for me, but I am Im­
pressed to take It up. As I raise these 
flowers to my face, I see a pair of baby 
bands, and a pair of baby arms ate", 
about my neck, aud a baby face is Ull^- 
against my cheek, aud I hear a baby J 
voice saying. ‘By baby by. baby by, by I 
baby by.’” Slowly he laid the bouquet - 
back upon the table aud sal down. Na 
one answered. After u moment’s 8b, 
lenee, music, some explanations by j 
Mrs. Robinson and tbe meeting closed,

As I stepped from the platform fa 
mingle iu social groups, a lady cam< ■ 
forward with flushed face and stream1 
lug eyes and saldt “I put those flowed 
on tho table for my baby, and thost' 
were the last words she ever spoke, 88 
she put her little arms about my neck, 
laid her cheek against mine and saldt 
'By baby by, baby by, by baby by,’ ana. 
expired."

To me this was one of the most- 
unique, delicate and touching manifest 
teflons I ever witnessed; and itt went '• 
homo to that mother's heart with 
appeal that no Easter sermon ever ap­
proached. It spoke a language that 
only loving hearts that have felt tho 
cruel wounds of fate can fully In­
terpret. It melted the ley barriers of 
death and poured a shower of Infinite; 
sweetness and love into that mother’s 
sorrowing soul that will be a benedic­
tion forever. LYMAN C. HOWE).

As I sail out upon life's boundless 
ocean, ' ■ ■

That vast expanse of wide extended 
sea,

Still I must cling to this one human no-. 
tion— ’ :;.;

An endless life, a long Eternity;
All things we recognize lu ceaseless mo-;

tion ..■;j
Proclaims eternal life in you aud me,..

Though life seems transient and des-'.' 
lined to sever j.^

From every earthly form It moulded? 
here, -

It must go on and on and on forever;. 'I; 
There’s nothing lost, not even a tran­

sient tear, 
And nature's storehouse heaps the 

dross together, '
To animate again from year to year.

I’m on the coast survey of living won- : 
ders, .

While the dead past an open book re-, 
veals;

And now the voices of seven thunders;
Proclaim the opening of the seven; 

seals.
While science, struggling on through', 

human blunders, /
Before the sacred throne of knowl­

edge kneels. , .
There may we linger till the clouds that; 

blind us .
Dissolve and dissipate the shades of 

night. . •
Leaving all doubts and errors far be-' 

hind us, ...
Till we behold the source of life and'. 

‘ light- •'’■’=;
Till severed are tbe cords on earth that 

bind us, •
And the freed spirit takes Its home­

ward flight. '
- G. E. NEWCOMB, M. D.

Truth. .
Truth Is a power bo potent that |t 

reaches the hearts of all mankind. It 1 
Is lasting as the ages; firm as the rock j 
with Its moss-grown sides reaching bi- 1 
yond to kiss the sum The conscious 1 
ness of truth deep-rooted in the souls olid 
men gives strength and courage to 

^overcome the obstacles of life, ano 
when at the last we bld an eternal fare­
well to the known to enter the realm! d 
ofThe unknown, a life of truth will. W t 
our passport to that home divine where J 
kindred spirits will greet and welcomwl 
us to dwell with them forevermore? : ■•

- F. B. HOTCHKISS,
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IRITML PROFESSIONS
AND SPIRITO/U, POSSESSIONS

Bourse Delivered tori'll Mrs. Cora L V. Richmond, Washington, 
D. C., March 13,1898. .

IpiThis proverb comes from the Orient:.“Those who talk] the baby, but then ho was there, anS she might pot dope 
Mie most of the gods have the least knowledge of them,” I well.
Eihe spirit of spirituality consists in no external form 
pr profession, and we can truly say, that it is not a gar­

; '- Many people seem to tliink that spirituality is some­
thing which can be put on as a garment; that in order to 
attain it there must be certain forms or ceremonials com­
plied with. The professions in-religion, especially in the 
Evangelical Christian theology, would seem to convey this 
Idea. For not only is one supposed to adopt certain 
forms of belief, which, however, cannot be voluntarily 
[Adopted, but one is also supposed to make a “profession,” 
^p. “open profession of religion.” That this of course 
Should be, if there is any question about religion, and es­
pecially if the religion or the name of the religion is qs- 
foacized, we have no doubt. Then one should cling to it, 
tayow it and openly declare it. But this was not the 
primal thought in the evangelical worship; the primal 
yilought is, to take tire name of the religion of Christ so 
[that it shall be an inward possession, but the name is all
important. .
ft While Jesus asked His disciples to do certain things for 
his “Name’s sake,” it was under very different circum- 
igfances becauseat thattimeChristianswerepersecuted,and 
!;tp avow the name of Jesus or of Christianity was to re- 
igeive opprobrium. It was calling upon his disciples mid 
followers to do a mere act of justice, to avow that which 
would give strength and encouragement to the new cause 
[in the midst of persecution. Not so, however, when the 
[liauic becomes a popular name, when people are in accord 
witli it, and there is a tendency to adopt the name with­
out the. spirit. There is thrown around Christianity at 
mie, present time all the glamour of popularity, all the 
faiccess of worldliness, everything which can strengthen 
[the external “profession.” Therefore, those who profess 
tii are open, sometimes, to the accusation of professing it 
without believing it. Many times persons are enjoined 
ip become members of certain denominations for the sake 
® social influence and that they can do better and more 
good in that connection than in any other.
. It is related of Dr. Lyman Beecher, that when a certain 

llady objected to his creed and said slie could not consci- 
pntiously subscribe to it, he told her that all she need do 
Iwas to join the church and let the creed take care of 
litself.

. Of course only a Beecher could do this then; but now 
[those mental reservations are permitted in almost every 
[Christian denomination, in order to secure church meni- 
[bere. This was not formerly permitted, a strict adhe- 
moq to the letter of the creed was always insisted upon. 
|Now, ho-ivever, the enjoyment of individual privileges is 
|the result of greater inward growth. There is more spir- 
lituality as there.is less of the dominating power of exter- 
Inal profession. To accept unqualifiedly and profess un- 
l^ialifiedly a certain form of belief with its narrow limits 
K of course, binding oneself to no further spiritual 
[growth, to a belief that has only one way of salvation.

' WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY.
A spiritual life, however, does not depend upon any 

Korm of belief or unbelief and has often little to do with

W

,^

actual knowledge concerning the future state. Many 
people .are potentially spiritual in nature, in thought 
and in action, who never spoke a word concerning spirit- 
fiality. It seems to us that spirituality in its real posses- 
Stph islike the efflorescense or the fragrance of a flower; 
ft.is tho pervading result of a life that in all its parts has 
[Attained to its highest and best, and divinest aims and 
fends. Such a life never questions, Am I spiritual, or am 
pilot? Such a life never asks, What place will I have in 
fife spirit world? Will it be an exalted one? Such a life 
P never anxious about having precedence in spiritual 
[favor. There is that consciousness of the possession of 
what life really is.
K^Many people, and especially Spiritualists, consider

Of course one go “sensitive,” who could not go among 
“suffering,” who “could not attend to babies,” who could 
not do things among those who are not so favored, might 
not consider tliis the highest spiritual occupation; but 
the man who-could know that that was his duty for that 
particular hour was endowed with eminent spirituality.

Many people think spirituality consists in staying away 
from public places, they are so sensitive they cannot bear, 
to sit mere or there, or the other place. Spirituality is a 
strong.shield, it is a protecting influence which abides, it 
is something which accompanies its possessors wherever 
they go. Christ sitting with the publicans and sinners 
when the Pharisees were enviously and jealously watch­
ing him, mingling with the poor and making the fisher­
men his disciples, illustrated clearly the. fact that the 
surroundings, that the place one goes into, cannot harm 
one endowed with spirituality.

A certain kind of condition, which is feebleness, ‘which 
is the commencement of spiritual growth, which is the 
infancy, perhaps, of tliis unfoldment, may produce super­
sensitiveness. You do not expose a babe to certain kinds 
of atmospheres; you are always protecting little children. 
So these children of larger growth are babes, spiritually; 
and the moment they begin to feel that peculiar sensi­
tiveness, that is the moment that you should realize the 
infancy of their spiritual unfoldment. Instead of which 
reople say: “Oh, they are too spiritual to mingle with 
;he crowd.” Monasteries, nunneries and places of the 
recluses have clearly illustrated that the highest holiness 
does not depend upon the greatest seclusion. - If there 
was any one thing taught more than another by Jesus and 
lus followers, it was to mingle with the people, to minister 
to them in their needs and their conditions, and to find 
that spirituality is the presentation of truth in that kind 
of ministration which is most needed.

GAUTAMA,THE BUDDHA.
What did Buddha Gautama, who passed years in 

searching for divine attainment among the sacred orders 
in India? From city to city, from cloister to cloister, 
until he saw that torturing the flesh, keeping apart from 
one’s fellow beings, that self-abasement and chastisement, 
mistaken for self-denial, that abasement which destroys 
the outward form that is intended to be perfect, was not 
spirituality. So passing out from those sacred orders, 
having learned all tliat they could tell him and still not 
having learned the divine secret, he found, after great 
temptation, after great agitation beneath that wondrous 
tree, divine attainment.

What was it? Did it separate him from the world? 
Did it take him away from his kind? Did it bid him 
go apart and dwell by himself? No. But it made him 
the companion of those who were suffering; it gave him 
knowledge over their conditions so that he could minister 
to them; he was made one with the sufferer. He per­
ceived through “divine attainment” the rare conquest 
over sorrow, and thus he ministered unto the people. The 
same is true in all kinds of growth, which must be from 
within, that shall successfully become spiritual posses­
sions.

MEDIUMSHIP NOT SPIRITUALITY.
Mediumship does not, necessarily, imply spirituality. 

Mediumship is a gift, and many unworthy, as well as 
worthy “vessels” are chosen to present the philosophy 
and fact of spirit communion. But the medium may be 
a child or a sage; may be ignorant or learned; may be one 
endowed with little knowledge of spiritual things or 
much; may even be one tethered and bound by material 
appetites and conditions or may be one free from them.

although it will qAie as the result pf their growth. No 
pirit is permitted, by one lot or tittle, to forestall the ip- 
ivictual or collective growth of humanity. Prophets can 
eclare it; seers cAi perceive ft, and the great Leader can 
ve and suffer martyrdom. because of it; but the world 

mu^t grow to that height by distinct advancement. _
To profess peace wnep the world is in a state of war is 

iypoefisy and stultification. To attain it is the real vic- 
;ory. So to profess spirituality. It was the “Scribes, 
Pharisees and hypocrites” whom Jesus excoriated and 
condemned more titan any other class of people. The 
mblican, the sinners and foe outcasts, who made no pro­
Casions, he said ^ie nearer to the kingdom of heaven. 

Why? Because self-righteousnesS did not prevent them 
rom knowing that they were sinners, from knowing that 
they were in a condition to need help. The scorn, the 
judgment, the ostracism, that which, assuming tho man­
tle of virtue, condemns and censures others, is the typical 
pharisaical spirit of every age, and denotes less spiritual 
growth than that which, perhaps not professing spiritual­
ity, is aware of its own shortcomings.

■themselves more spiritual who have a technical or mental 
Knowledge of a future life, and these often enjoin other 
■people and say: Oh, well, such an one must be far in ad- 
■Vance in spirit life, because he knew about spirit life, 
■yho mere fact of knowing that there is a future life does 
Kipt essentially constitute any greater spirituality than the 
■Bere fact of knowing that there is hfe here constitutes 
^me best humanity. All people who think at all know 
Ji£at they live, and many people know, from demonstra- 
■tion, that there is a next step to life, and that that neces- 
^Ishrily must be the sequence and consequence of this life; 
^bvt that mere Imowledge does not constitute spirituality. 
iLiTo profess belief in the future hfe alone will not consti- 
■tute-spirituality. .

Jt is well to have all the knowledge that can be ob- 
■toined in this life; it is well to know of future existence, 
■if you do not know it a priori, if it is no part of your in- 
■yard conviction, it is well to know of the states and con- 
Kiitions of those who have passed from earth life as a 
■guide and strength to those who are still upon the earth, 
■and to realize how far the fulfillment of their duty and 
■the expression of their highest thought has influenced 
■their happiness or unhappiness in the future state. But 
■i^is hot well that this shall constitute the study of spirit- 
■ual truth alone, that this alone shall be considered ade- 
■quatc. •

: FALSE NOTIONS.
tejlany people have left the church and all its fears and 
Kttpes concerning hades and heaven, and conclude that 
Ithe only necessary thing is to know that there is a future 
[state, that their friends live and can converse with them. 
pTliis they hold to be the sum total of spiritual knowledge, 
fence having that knowledge, they think there is nothing 
fej be gained, that all spiritual unfoldment is this knowl- 
reflge. Frequently spirits say, when they are invited for 
Spiritual communion and questioned about spirituality’, 
■Whether they have knowledge or have not knowledge, 
£hai the unfoldment from within constitutes the highest 
Spiritual attainment. "
b- Many people profess great spirituality. You will often 
pee people of peculiar nervous or other temperaments 
liVvlio say they cannot do this, or that, or the other thing 
[[because they are “so spiritual.” You frequently hear 
l^pple talking about others, saying they are exceedingly 
[spiritual, therefore, they cannot do what other people do. 
lAHady in Boston, who was a member of Phillips Brooks’ 
|'congregation, went in search of him one day for some 
Lparticiilar purpose connected with his ministerial work. 
[She did not fuid him in his study, in his house or any- 
I'jriiere. Then she was told that he had gone to visit a 
|Certain lady who had been ill, but who was a member of 
Ims congregation. This woman was not wealthy, he had 
ISSin there often before to minister to her. When the

Mediumship neither produces, nor does it necessarily 
change these conditions; one may be a medium and be 
spiritual, one may be a medium and give no other mani­
festation of spiritual power. But when we speak of this 
“professing of spirituality” it would seem that instead of 
adhering to the name for Truth’s sake, many times, peo­
ple consider that the name itself will give them all that 
they require.

A great many people are averse to calling themselves 
Spiritualists; some because it is not popular. These are 
cowards. Some because they do not consider themselves 
worthy; but when they know what it means, there is no 
worthiness or unworthiness in accepting a name which 
stands for a certain thing in the world to-day. Because, 
no one professing the name consciously would lay claim 
lo the highest that that name might imply; spirituality in 
its highest and most potent sense.

At the late convention in Chicago, the Rev. Jenkin 
Lloyd Jones, in answering the question, “What Is Spirit­
uality,” said that he regarded the man who could conquer 
matter through chemistry, through invention, through 
discovery, had great spirituality. He said, he had great 
respect for spirits in the body, that Ire had received no 
“signs or tokens” of anything beyond. We do not know 
whether he was entirely ingenuous in that answer. Per­
haps he does not know what “signs and tokens” are. But 
certainly it is the province of the spirit to overcome the 
environment of earth, to conquer the dust, to make the 
most of human opportunities. It is also a prorince of 
the spirit when free from that dust to aid others by pre­
cept, by example, by inspiration and by teaching. Sure­
ly there is no man or woman so supreme in their own 
methods as to scorn the assistance of the “great majority” 
who have parsed on; even those, who, as especial guides 
and teachers must have greater opportunities of spiritual 
knowledge. No spirit, however, can be your individual 
spirituality; no teacher can experience the individual 
growth that is needed for you; there can be no substitu­
tion of their advancement for yours.

. . LESSON OF TH E CHRIST. .
Hence the magdalen bending at the master's feet is 

taken as the typical representation of what loving con­
quest may dp. In Edwin Arnold’s “Light of the World,” 
what is the central point? What is the rallying glory 
around which the whole drama of the Christ lite centers? 
It is not the birth; though due prominence is given to 
that. It is not the preparation of Christ’s life for his 
work; though much is- said of that. It is not the teach­
ing; though tliat is all included, and the working of mir­
acles, these have their proper place. But the one divine 
glory around which the whole problem hinges, is the lov­
ing forgiveness and the exaltation of that life condemned 
of man; and the more, because under the Jewish laws 
liere were peculiar oppressions when any woman had 
ieen condemned formally before the law. This life so 
raised up to do honor to spiritual truth and purity, is the 
esson of the latter ages. It is the triumph of that benign 
ove and charity that pervades the teaeliings of Jesus. It 

is this which uplifts from the thralldom of pharisaical 
condemnation all who have entered into its spirit—from 
which the church, in its external form, has wandered, 
wandered as far as is conceivable, since it is the very op­
posite of the teaching and action of the great teacher.

To-day you stand in the luminous center of a mighty 
cluster of spiritual lights, they have pierced the shadows 
of materialism which utterly excluded them, have 
pierced through the barriers of dogma and creed, and are 
even piercing through the barriers of that kind of ego­
tism, the materialism of intellectual conceit, which forms 
perhaps the greatest barrier to their approach. There is 
no more absolute method of resistance to spirituality than 
that kind of intellectual conceit which says: “I am drill­
ing to be convinced; I like this world, if there is any 
other world I should tike to know it.” There is neither 
fervor, desire, wish, nor, anything but resistance in that 
kind of statement. There is no possibility of that kind 
of mind going one foot to find any evidence, or to receive 
any evidence. Itis fls much an “armed resistance” as if a 
foe to all convictions had placed there its insurmountable 
batteries as barriers; imore so, because spiritual truth 
could enter if there Was only a material force. It is that 
kind of conceit that Huxley possessed when he said: “Oh, 
yes, even if it were true one would not want to spend his 
time iu the postoflice reading the letters that came there.” 
He forgot to state that, if one were looking for a partic­
ular letter which he was expecting, one would stay there 
night and day until it camo. It is because of the particu­
lar message that the world has wanted and needed that 
people do seek, that they do wish, that they do stand 
night and day byythmdoorway of open communion. Or 
the kind of investigation or willingness of Mr. Tyndall, 
who attended one seance, the manifestations expected 
did not occur, but he called that- “investigating Spirit­
ualism.” ... • ■ .

Nevertheless, the frequenters of seances day and night, 
receiving messages from the dear ones and being uplifted 
and strengthened in their daily lives, may miss something 
of their inward growth, but it comes after a time. These 
helps are better than no help, this kind of seeking is bet­
ter than no seeking. As Dr. Thomas said: “Any religion 
is better than no religion.” Any kind of light is better 
than no light, even if it comes “through a glass darkly,” 
as it does on a cloudy day, but if there were no light at aU 
it would be total darkness. This light coming through 
these stained windows is somewhat dim; why have any 
windows, because there are clouds and the light is not 
brilliant? But you know if there were no light beyond It 
would be still darker, that all the light there is comes 
from the great central orb, and the brighter it is, is sim­
ply because there is less to obscure it. The very shadow 
through which can penetrate even one beam of light re­
veals the fact of tins sun as the source of light. These 
electrical vibrations which you think are artificial are 
none other than the refraction of the ancient rays of the 
sun that have vivified the atmosphere for ages, held there 
imprisoned but always liable to come forth.

SPIRITUAL USES OF SORROW.
So with the light of the soul, obscured though it is by 

external surroundings, not manifest though it often is, 
it only requires the master touch of genius, or the unfold­
ing power of experience, or the great and terrible dis­
cipline of sorrow to bring forth that spiritual light. You 
have known people who on a certain date would say to 
you: “Oh, I am not interested in this thing; I have so 
much to occupy me in my daily life of duties or of work 
that I have no time to devote to it.” No doubt they are 
interested in those who care for them. Another year passes 
by, the silent messenger of death has taken one of the 
dearest of the household, a great change has come over 
that life and the person says: “I would give more to know 
about that future life and its relations to human life, than 
all the affairs of earth.”

There comes a time when grief is the hand-maiden of 
spiritual truth; when grief holds the key to the deepest 

( and innermost recesses of the human life, of the human

armor, with destructive forces inviting destructive forces 
in return as an expression of a certain stage of national 
growth and power. But men and women illustrative of 
the growth from within, of that immortal power, will be 
fulfilling the destinies of higher nations. The growth 
from the present to that stage will be clearly indicated.

Ahl the boyhood of humanity; the small boy with the 
small torpedo on th^ Fourth of July sometimes amuses, 
sometimes disturbs the grown-up people, but these boys, 
who play with Gatling and Krupp guns, receive the pity 
of those angels who look down and see them in their 
grown-up boyhood play while human beings are starving 
for bread!

Aye, this great heart of spirituality that must be 
sounded by sorrow to the very depths. That depth is to 
come forth when at last all human things fails, (as fail 
they ultimately must, unless predicated upon the divine 
life that is in man). When all human things fail, then the 
life turns to the one center of hfe, and by the force of the 
great stress pf discipline and sorrow is emancipated from 
the bondage of the dust! That is spirituality.
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THE WORLD BEYOND.
Do Spirits Lose Their Individuality?

Pervaded with pure and beautiful spirituality o| 
thought. Instructive and helpful to all who love and 
Acek the higher and finer ways of spiritual experience 
Price, |1.00. For Male at this office.

The article entitled “The World Beyond—Do Animals 
Have a Future.Existence?” which was written by Mr. 
J. W. Dennis, of Buffalo, N. Y., and published in The 
Progressive Thinker of April 9, 1898, interested me very 
much, but I think Mr. Dennis makes a mistake in sup­
posing that the human soul finally reaches sueh a high 
state of perfection that it becomes only an atom of the 
universal intelligence (or God), and thereby loses its in­
dividuality and is compelled to lose all power of ex­
pression which it formerly possessed when in the form of 
an individual spirit, and become a helpless atom, to be 
used as the universal intelligence shall dictate.

If spiritual matter is subject to the same laws as ma­
terial matter, as Mr. Dennis seems to think, the atom, or 
non-individualized spirit, must be used again, This 
would naturally lead us to believe that the atom, spark 
or portion of intelligence could best be used, or kept in 
motion, by being reincarnated into another physical 
frame and again go through all the varied experiences of 
another earth-life.

Thus, according to Mr. Dennis’ theory, the soul would 
pursue a circle-like existence, much the same as blood cir­
culates in the physical body. The blood passes from the 
heart into the lungs, where it is oxygenated, or purified, 
and then passes into the heart and from thence sent on 
its voyage through the veins, and in these veins this vital 
current picks up atoms, or particles, of impure matter 
and carries them along until it completes the circle and 
reaches the lungs, where the impure particles are sep­
arated from the pure particles by the process of oxygena­
tion, and the pure blood again resumes its course, as be­
fore, to invigorate the muscles and tissues of the physical 
frame by removing from them all impure particles. The 
best way to illustrate Mr. Dennis’ theory is to call the 
universal intelligence, of-God, the heart, and the spiritual 
domain the lungs of spirit circulation.

The blood (spirit), according to this theory, comes 
from the heart (universal intelligence, or God), and com­
mences its journey (physical hfe) purified. It circulates 
through the veins (experiences or earth-life), and then 
picks up particles of impure matter (impure thoughts 
and actions, etc.), and when the blood (spirit) reaches tbe 
lungs (spirit-life) it throws off a portion (physical and 
astral body) of its Impurity, and before it again reaches 
the heart (universal intelligence, or God) it has been en­
tirely purified, only to be again sent on its circular voyage.

It is impossible to deprive a spirit of memory after it 
has once existed for a number oi years in a physical en­
casement, and as spirit matter is not so gross or coarse as 
material matter, it can never be governed by tlie same 
laws, therefore no matter how long a spirit remains in 
spirit-life, it cannot be absorbed against its own will.

Bocoming a part of the universal intelligence would, of 
necessity, cause forgetfulness, for if the spirit retained 
its memory after being reincarnated into a new physical 
body there would be no need of schools, for the child 
would be already educated.

Non-individualization, or loss of individuality, is spir­
itual death, which is diametrically opposed to all spiritual 
laws, and as these natural, or spiritual, laws are un­
changeable, spiritual death can never occur.

There is room in the limitless spheres of space for all 
spirits, and also a work for each to perform throughout 
all time as individual spirits, and so it is not necessary 
that any should become a part of the universal intelli­
gence and lose all individuality. This information is 
given to us by spirits, who, by their vast experiences and 
learning, are competent authorities on the subject of 
eternal existence or immortality.

Mr. Dennis asks: “What spirit, what man’s soul ever 
came back from that land of the forever to tell about it?” 
Spiritualists can truthfully say in reply that hundreds, 
aye, thousands of good, truthful and reliablfspirits have 
communicated to their friends,' and the substance of their 
communications on this important subject is “We truly 
live and progress in this life forever.”

Non-lndividualization is annihilation, and therefore 
simply a returning to original element, or elements, 
which Is not natural, in the spirit-world, and cau never 
occur.

All of the accumulated facts of past ages of spiritual­
istic reasoning, as well as the many communications from 
spirits, go to prove that a spirit cannot become so im­
mersed, or wedded, to a superior force as to lose all self­
hood, identity or individuality.

Waterloo, Iowa. F. M. SCHNARRENBERGER.
' ----------- :-;)o(:-:-----------
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BY W. J. COLVILLE.

Reports of twenty-four distinct lectures, recently 
delivered in New York, Brooklyn, Boston. Philadqfi 
phia aud other prominent cities of the United 
States, have contributed the basis of this volume,

Tbe chief alm throughout the volume has been td 
arouse Increased Interest in the workable possibllp 
ties of a theory of human nature, thoroughly optlnj- 
istlpend at the same time, profoundly ethical. B 
several Chapters are devoted to Improved methods^ 
education, the writer coPtideutly expects that many 
parents, teachers aud others who have charge of th® 
young, or who are called upon to exercise supervision 
over the morally weak and mentally afflicted, wllj d£ 
rive some help from the doctrine! herewith promUD 
gated,

CONTENTS.
What is Psychology ? The True Baslsof the Science. 
Rational Psychology as presented by Aristotle aud

Swedenborg, with Reflections thereon.
Relation of Psychology to Practical Education.
A Study of the Human Will.
Imagination; Its Practical Value.
Memory; Have we Two Memories ?
Instinct, Reason and lutyltlon.
Psychology aud Psyeurgy.
Mental and Moral Healing In the Light of Certain New 

Aspects of Psychology.
Music: Its Moral and Therapeutic Value.
The Power of Thought; How to Develop and I crease 

It.
Concentration of Thought, and what tt Can Acconl- 

pllsh. .
A Study of Hypnotism.
The New Psychology as Applied to Education and 

Moral Evolution
Telepathy and Transference of Thought, or Mental 

Telegraphy,
Mediumship, its Nature and Uses.
Habits, How Acquired aud how Mastered ; with BomO 

Comments ou Obsession and Its Remedy.
Beers hip and Prophecy, 
Dreams and Visions.
Tho SolenilLc Ghost and the Problem of tbe Human 

Double.
Tho Human Aura.
Heredity and Environment.
Astrology, Palmistry and Periodicity; their Bearing 

on Psychology.
Individuality vs. Eccentricity

Price 11. For sale at Hila office.

TSYGHOGRAFHY. ’
Marvelous Manifestations of Psychic

Power Given Through the 
Mediumship of

FRED, P. EVANS.

“A book you ought to read. Absorbingly Interest* 
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those Interested In the problem of man's future Ute. 
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■first lady found him he was building a fire in the grate, 
■mdrocking the cradle. She asked: “Where is the mother 

that child?”
He answered: “She has gone out to work”

■WfWhat are you doing?” '
■EftTaking care of the baby until she comes back.” 
I|»t wis spirituality; he found a duty tp do that day 

he did. it. The great surprise of the lady, to think 
■we was a man commanding the attention of multitudes 
Mj^his eloquence, perhaps by his thought and liberality 
^Ennectlng the past with the present more potently than 
Buinost any other mind, still knowing that at that particu- 

hour and at that particular moment it was his duty t<
IK that act He could have paid for a girl to take care o:

OUB OWN GROWTH.
Many people ask the question; Why do not spirits do 

thus and so, having the power? Simply because it is not 
their province to do it; human beings must do it. You 
might as well ask, why do not my children jump instantly 
into manhood and womanhood? It is the province of 
children to grow to manhood and womanhood, and it is 
the province of those who have attained manhood and wo­
manhood to teach, to instruct, to aid, but not to grow for 
the child: 1

People say to-day, “Why do not spirits put a stop to the 
war in Cuba, or to all of the wars of aggression?” Sim­
ply because it is not their province. They could do it 
There is power in all the hosts, even to stop any and 
every war that humanity ever knew of. Why do they 
not? Because humanity has not grown to the spirit of 
peace. It is your growth, not theirs. Though placed on 
tiptoe, or caught up by superficial means to loftier 
heights, it would not be real. Possibly the little boy who 
stands on tiptoe when his height is measured is anticipat­
ing the time when he is to be taller; that is a harmless de­
ception, but it is not real growth. He knows that some­
time he. will be that tall. It does not make him a whit 
more a mam if he wears his father’s boots; all that will 
come to him as the result of growth. He who ambitious­
ly tries to anticipate the whole human race is trying to 
forestall the kingdom of heaven, which he is not willing 
to grow to. It is the “vicarious” thought over again; it 
is the shirking ui one’s own ignorance and condition over 
again..
. Even to-day there are people who want the, spirit world 
to do-riow that which some or the people will attain to,’

heart; when sorrow, with her seemingly sable robe, is the 
angel that opens the gateway to immortality and the gate­
way to the inner life. Yet you try to flee from sorrow, 
you turn away, in every possible way you try to prevent 
death from entering your dwelling, you close this door 
and that door andjwjqV'Not to-day; spare my loved ones 
to me in human hje.” . Yet while they are spared you 
have no thought, ng ^Tsh, no desire to sound the deeper 
depths of your own.qature, or the vast realms of eternal 
life. Until that d^sir^ shall spring spontaneously into 
human existence, spr^w, veiled and shadowed as she is, 
must sit by the gateway of eternal life, and you bless her 
as the angel that opeps'fhe immortal consciousness within 
your own soul. ”

A lady said to ^e .^ne addressing you, not long ago, 
during the great t^nvgntion for woman’s suffrage, that 
there had come a time in her life when she cared more for 
what had becomej.pfriher darling than for woman’s 
suffrage and aU poljfjeaJ things put together; it seemed to 
dwarf them into insignificance before.-the great question 
of immortal life. If it can do this individually, what 
will it do collectively when the great question of immor­
tal life sits enthroned in every’ human consciousness, 
when the propositions concerning human life are related 
to the immortal spirit, when justice is not a mantle that 
is worn for a day and then cast aside, but is the outgrowth 
of innate perception of the immortal life, when every­
thing that pertains to human affairs takes its actual 
place, its place simply as a portion of . the necessity of 
physical existence? •

Now it is your personal wish, that which relates to you 
individually in the matter of dress, eating and all that 
must be secondary to the great primal purpose of life. 
Supposing the primal purpose of life is life itself, spirit, 
soul? Nations will not be waging war then with one an­
other oyer paltry earthly possestibns.; But nations will 
be emulating one another to show th® best races of human 
beings? Ships will not go out td sea bristlitfg 'thfeh frith

We the undersigned Spiritualists, declare and enter our 
protest to the effort now being made to create and intro­
duce a creed for Spiritualists; we think it injurious to 
Spiritualism.

The essence of Spiritualism is knowing, not believing. 
To believe, is the admittance that the veYy old so-called 
events of the Bible are true, although it is impossible for 
us to prove them, as to their authentication.

Spiritualism is not based upon tidings and tales, but 
upon facts, which may be freely and carefully examined 
by every person. -

Fortunately, having escaped a corrupted priesthood, 
we do not feel a need to establish a new spirit cage to be 
therein confined. I

Therefore, we reject and protest against a creed of any 
kind. . ■

Signed Miss Annie Martin, Mrs. H. A. Corbett, J. H. 
Peters, F. Weisen, Mis. B. Weisen, Justin Cook, Mrs. 
Hattie A. Cook, Carlton Corbett.

Baird, Texas.
----------- :-:)o(:-}-----------
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bound in doth, $1. For sale at this office-

The only treatise ever offered tbe reading and 
thinking public in the Interest of modern Spiritual-* 
lam. that is absolutely free from tho theories oi super* 
Billion, and which
J>ei)ionttrat«3 continuity of life and our enui* 

ronment of tpirititiicu influences,
from the data of modern physical and physiological 
science.

To the Spiritualist, an Impregnable foundation of 
scientific aaMand verified facts.

To tbe materialist and skeptic, a revelation of the 
invisible energies operative lu Nature’s formula of 
evolution.

To the ecclesiastic, a new heaven and a new earth. 
A oook to read, to study and think about. A con* 
ceased volume of scientific Information tor 25 cents. 
Address your orders to
The Proactive Thinker* 49 foMnfa 9trec6>
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Toths principal passage* of the Old and Keto 

Testament Scriptures which prove 
or imply Spiritualism.}

Together with a brief history of the origin of many o< 
tbeImportant books of the Bible.

BY MOSES HULL.
Much that is In this book appeared in an abridged 

term In a aeries of nine fall pages of Thk Pbogrks* 
xrn Thinker. Wie articles were prepared at tbe 
call of hundreds of Spiritualists who felt the need Of 
some kind of document for ready reference. They 
only seemed to whet the appetite for more; hence tbe 
publication of this work.

Theautbor. Moses Hull, has written many volumes 
on Spiritual I st! stlc and other themes and, each one la 
full of careful study on the subject chosen. Mr. 
HuILIh bls Introduction of this work says;

‘"Hoping tliat this book will serve to lead tbe people 
out of the wilderness of doubt and despair; and that 
when Spiritualism shall have wrested the Bible froth 
its •sanctified' enemies, 11 will not •spike’ it, but will 
use It to batter down the walls of Christian supersti­
tion and ignorance, I send it out on its errand of en­
lightenment with tho bumble prayer that ft win prove 
a divine benediction to every reader.’’

Tax Enovolopedia of Biblical SprnrruALTSJC 
contains 885pages, beautifully printed on good paper, 
contains a full-page portrait of tbe author and la 
handsomely bound In cloth. Every Spiritualist should 
nave thia work.
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the brain a Bought battery
Mental Telegraphy, Thought Transference, 

Telepathy, Etc,

Mental telegraphy—the direct transference of thought 
from brain to brain without a material conductor—is a 
subject that has deeply interested the writer for many 
years. The word telepathy is commonly used to express 
the same idea. Some scientific investigators affect to 
sneer at mental telegraphy, declaring thought-projection 
to be an impossibility, at the same time accepting without 
question stupendous stories founded upon the inferential 
and purely speculative—albeit bearing a tag marked ‘’'sci­
entific.” Such persons, however, are apt to forget that 
what we laughed at yesterday is the admitted truth of 
to-day, and that the dreams of today are likely to become 
the demonstrated facts of to-morrow.

The rocks on the shores of Bornholm shoot magnetic 
rays over the water, affecting tlie compass of sliips nine 
•miles away; but the human mind project a thought-wave 
—never! An invisible, mysterious thing called “magnet­
ism” may be projected from pole to pole; but the human 
soul think- outside imaginary fixed limits—never! Man 
may apparently set Nature’s laws at defiance; Tesla may 
rend an iron bar by destroying the cohesion of its parti- 
eles; we may build, destroy, and rebuild; but think be­
yond the confines of the skull—never! And yet these 
things occur every hour in the day.

We have frequent illustrations of the direct transfer­
ence of thoughts, impressions, and promptings. For 
instance, we meet a person for the first time; we are cour­
teous, as becomes polite custom, but hesitate to continue 
the acquaintance. We shake hands with one, and politely 
overlook the proffered hand of another. One person 
pleases, another displeases; one enters our presence scat­
tering sunbeams by the way, the other brings cloud and 
storm. Again, we speak of a friend, and a moment later 
he appears; we feel impressed we shall see oi- hear from a 
dear one, and receive a letter or a dispatch announcing 
an early home-coming; we are depressed, certain that 
“something has happened,” and get early news of an acci­
dent to some member of the family. Men, women, and 
children give expression to the same thoughts simulta­
neously; writers produce poem, song, or story, only to 
find that another has already published, or is about to 
publish, the same thing. It is plain that “coming events,” 
in the shape of thoughts, impressions, and promptings, 
do “cast their shadows before.” To the thoughtful it is 
no longer the fact, but the explanation of the fact, that 
puzzles.

Like most things under the sun, thought-transference, 
mind-reading, and the like, are'not new. Far froin it. 
Ancient history abounds in examples explainable upon no 
other known hypothesis. A case in point is revealed in 
the account wherein the King of Syria, complaining that 
his movements must have been made known by one of his 
servants, is told: “None my lord, 0 King; but Elisha, the 
prophet that is in Israel, telleth the King of Israel the 
words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.” The sen­
sitive, or percipient, is able to-day, as of old, to absorb 
thoughts at a distance, as well as to receive and transmit 
them direct. -

In the practice of telepathy time and space are not 
important factors, and distance is no barrier to the exer­
cise of the faculty. There is nothing mysterious about 
it; telepathy, in a word, is merely thinking plus projec­
tion—a phenomenon as simple and as natural as the act 
of breathing. Travelers say that the men that compose 
what is known as the “secret mail” in India have long 
practiced the sending of thought-messages, and Stanley 
says they gave out in the marts of Calcutta news of im­
portant battles fought in the interior days in advance of 
the arrival of the government courier. Writers of repute 
state that mind-reading and thought-transference are not 
unknown among nuns and ascetics; Mr. Newcomb and 
the. Psychical Researchers have published accounts of 
their work along similar lines; and the present writer has 
been sending mental dispatches for years.

The chief difficulty in the way of a clear understanding 
of the simplicity that attends the study and practice of 
telepathy may be summed up in the phrase faulty train­
ing. We have been so trained in the practical, yet skep­
tical, that we have come to reason that' nothing is to be 
accepted or believed in save that which can be seen, felt 
and handled—much as we see, tael and handle a block of 
wood or a lump of coal. We are too apt to regard new 
things as deep, puzzling, abstruse, etc., forgetful that 
there is naught in life that savors of mystery but those 
things to which we ourselves impart that quality. There 
is nothing really deep or puzzling when we once grasp its 
fundamental principle. Simplicity is the supreme and 
guiding star throughout the whole of Nature. And this 
is as true of telepathy as of any other natural phenom­
enon.

The idea has become fixed in our minds that the send­
ing of a dispatch implies, necessarily, a system of batter­
ies, poles, wires, and other familiar paraphernalia. But 
we should not allow ourselves to forget that, at an experi­
mental station in England, telegraphing has been carried 
on for years without poles or wires; that dispatches can 
be transmitted between ships at sea; that messages have 
been exchanged between express trains moving in oppo­
site directions; and that Tesla declares his ability instan­

flee of the brain? ’' What part does it play in the human 
economy? The brain is a thought-storehousej a battery,' 
or combination of batteries, for the production and dis­
tribution of nerve-energy; an instrument played upon by 
the Soul-man; an organ of value to us in many ways while 
we live here, but of as little use as any other vacated 
apartment when we move on to the “house of many man­
sions.” .

The more we study and the closer we investigate, the 
more convincing appears the evidence that the brain is 
not the source of thought. Its true source is as yet be­
yond the grasp of physical science; it seems dependent 
upon some outer agent, or agency. The exercise of the 
faculty of clairvoyance, by means of which we see at a 
distance; telepathy, or sensing at a distance; telergy, or 
action at a distance; mental telegraphy, or telegraphing 
from brain to brain, from soul to soul—all these prove, or 
at least indicate, the possession of special senses, or rather 
special extension of the ordinary senses, by means of 
whieh we are able to come in contact with forces with 
which something liigher than mere brain-substance is 
forever in accord and attune.

Nerve-centers and nerve-cells appear to be but way­
stations, receiving impressions from a source that 
breathes defiance to the scalpel and the microscope. 
Thought is an expression of spiritual energy. Its source 
must be sought by method and rule not set forth in 
books. The brain must be studied along psychical as 
well as physical lines. Only in this way shall we arrive 
at the truth with respect to the office of this interesting 
and important organ; and only in this way shall we be 
able to ffiastei- the principle and the law governing telep­
athy and cognate thenies, open wide the eyes of the world 
to [he literal nearness of the unseen, and hasten the 
dawning of the morning when the sun-rays of truth shall 
dispel the chilling mists of ihe soul’s night of gloom and 
despair. - DR. C. W. HIDDEN.
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THE SHIPS OF TWO SEAS.

SCIENCE VINDICATES SPIRITUALISM.
Our Claims at Last Scientifically Demon­

strated by'the London and American 
Psychic , Research Societies.

The Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research 
(London), for February, 1898, devoted 300 of its 370 
Eto “A Further Record of Observations of Certain I 

omena of Traqce,” by Mr.' Richard Hodgson, LL.D., 
secretary of the American Society. The report deals 
with Mrs. Piper, her trance phase and new development I 
of automatic or spirit writing. Im his introduction Mr. 
Hodgson says: I

“Two reports of the trance-phenomena of Mrs. Piper 
have been published in our Proceedings (Vol. VL, pp. 
436-650, and Vol. VIII., pp. 1-167), and to these I refer 
the reader for information concerning the experiments 
made with her prior to the year 1892. All that I need 
repeat here is tliat Mrs. Piper passes into a trance, during ■ 
whieh apparently other personalities than tiie normal 
waking Mrs. Piper control her body, use Ker organs of 
speech, or write with her hand, and show a knowledge of 
facts which Mrs. Piper could not have obtained by or­
dinary means. These other personalities purport to be 
the spirits of disembodied human beings, and make com­
munications which take the form of coming from the. 
still existing “deceased” friends or relatives of the per­
sons who have sittings with- Mrs. Piper. In the early 
years of Mrs. Piper’s trances, her voice was usually con­
trolled by a personality that went under the name of 
Doctor Phinuit, who acted as intermediary in the com­
munications; but of late years the communications have 
been chiefly independent of Phinuit, who for the past 
year has not manifested at all. . .

“Of course the first point that will occur to the reader

should try to find out jvhat will improve .the line and the 
transmitting and receiving apparatus, and if possible ob­
tain knowledge concerning the methods to be used in 
making and improving other similar machines.”

WHO ARE THE PSYCHIC RESEARCHERS?
Some may ask: “Who are the officers of this great Lon­

don Society for Psychical Research that encompasses the 
globe?” Here is a list for 1898: ।

President!, Sir William Crookes, F. R. S.; Vice-Pres­
idents, The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, M. P., F. R. S.; 
Prof. W. F. Barrett, F. It. S. E.; The Marquis of Bute, 
K. T.; Prof. Wm, James, Harvard University, U. S. A.; 
Prof. S.P. Langley, Smithsonian Institution,Washington, 
D. C.; Lord Rayleigh, F. R. S.; The Right Rev. the 
Bishop of Ripon, and Prof. Henry Sidgwick. The Sec­
retary is F. W. H. Myers, Esq., Leckhampton House, 
Cambridge, Eng. PSYCHIC RESEARCHER.

IN THE POWER OF WITCHES.
Curious Outbreak in a Community in the 

Mountains of West Virginia.

Rev. Dr. C. Humble, a Presbyterian minister, reports 
a curious outbreak of a belief in witchcraft in a com­
munity living along Clear Creek, near Lawson Postoffice, 
in a mountainous part of Raleigh County. The people 
thereabouts are kindly, hospitable, and many of them 
fairly well educated.

A fortnight ago four children of Griffith Jarrell were 
seized with convulsions and the neighbors said they were 
bewitched. One of the children was a boy ten years old 
and the other three were girls ranging in age from eleven 
to fifteen years. The boy was not only sure that he had 
been bewitched, but furthermore insisted that he could
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IMMORTALITY,
...OR...

FUTUHE HOMES AND DWELL­
ING PLACES.

BY DIL J. M. PEEBLES,

taneously to send a message completely around (or 
through) the earth without the aid of either pole or wire.

Regarding a medium of communication in mental tele­
graphy, I believe there exists in Nature an atmospheric 
stratum, or thought-ether, through which mind can com­
municate with mind, consciously as well as unconscious­
ly. Things are constantly occurring in our lives that 
prove that mind can communicate with mind independ­
ent of the usual channels, and take cognizance of events 
transpiring at great distances. The writer has no hesi­
tancy in prophesying that mental telegraphy will yet be­
come a fact beyond dispute even by the most skeptical; 
that trained psychics will send thought-messages to and 
fro over the land and beyond the seas; and that the hand­
ling of such communications will be reduced to an exact 
science and made of practical use in the every-day affairs 
of the world. _

This leads naturally, to a consideration of the origin 
and scope of thought. Men are seeking to learn its 
source, and are even speculating with regard to thought­
composition. The writer has always maintained that 
thought is real—that “thoughts are things.” In support 
of this belief, we have recent and unexpected evidence in 
thought photography; in the mechanical registering and 
measuring of thought; and in the boring of a hole 
through an inch plank by the power of thought applied 
to specially devised (apparatus. Surely, in view of such 
striking proofs of materiality, thoughts may be regarded 
as at least kin to reality.

Incidentally, it is in order to discuss the brain as an 
agent in thoughhproduction. We have been taught that 
thought has its origin in the gray matter of the brain: 
but now daring writers are beginning to inquire, “Which 
brain?” The one witli which we are familiar is not the 
only piece of thinking apparatus in the human body. 
The milscles possess a sense of their own, called “the mus­
cular sense;” the spinal column appears to have a special 
consciousness of its own; the solar plexus, which is so in­
timately connected with the operation of the involuntary’ 
functions, “is made up,” as one medical writer puts it, “of 
millions of little brains.” All the more’-important or­
gans reveal a special complement of gray matter at.par- 
ticular points-or parts, and seems to think and act on 
their own account, independent of the brain. - 

- Then what of thought? Is it a direct, or an indirect 
product of the brain? or is the brain merely ah instru­
ment utilized in giving expression to thought? It seems 
to me that, while the brain may be convenient for the 
storage and expression of thought energy, thought itself 

■ is hoi wholly dependent ■upon it,. What, then, is the of-.

I watch beside the sobbing sea, • "
The tide is coming in,

Down sinks to rest within my breast, 
The world’s discordant din.

I look out o’er the restless waves ’
And 'long the horizon’s rim; <

I see the tips of freighted ships ■ 
Rise spectre-like and dim. .

I see them skim along the main, 
With sails afurl in air,

Till, in the blue, they fade from view, ■ 
And other ships are there.

Fairest of all these ships at sea 
Is one that parts the wave, 

With a flame of fire from Nature’s pyre, 
As sunset finds a grave.

With sails of purple and gold full set, 
She speeds away from sight,

And o’er the deep, with a solemn sweep, 
Ride up the ships of night.

With the crescent moon for her signal lamp, 
And a banner set with stars,

She saileth west, till her shadows rest, 
Under the flame of Mars.

With light hung high o’er sea and sky, 
She sails for the silent shore,

And hopes she brought, and deeds she wrought 
Shall come to us no more.

Oh! fair indeed, and freighted well 
Are the ships of Day and Night, 

And they bear us on till the port is won
That never fades from sight.

Their burden for some is life and light 
And the joys that they invest; .

For others, cares and sinful snares 
Are the ships that meet abreast.

In others rideth the spectre Death, 
A grim and terrible guest!

With tears for some, and for some a home 
“Where the weary are at rest.”

Oh! oft I dream by the sounding sea, 
And think, as the tide comes in, 

Of another sea, a wonderful sea, 
And ships that its roadstead win.

Oh, fair, brave ships’ oh. royal ships!
Freighted with souls of men, 

What do ye bear from the world of care
That the heart shall find again?

Oh! when we stand on the farther shore, 
And watch by the sounding sea,

For our ships to come from their earthly home, 
Will they well freighted be?

Will they bear rich treasures of hope and love, 
A soul from the earth set free?

A heart of youth, and the light of truth, 
To guide us over the sea?

Or will they vanish away in air— 
Those ships from over the sea?

As a phantom sail, or a spectre pale; 
And, oh! will they empty be?

Will they be burdened with doubt and fear, 
Or freighted deep with sin?

Or shall we rejoice with an echoing voice, 
When the sliips of our life come in?

Only the good we do on earth, 
Onlv the truths we gain, 

Shall bring us peace, and tlie large increase 
Of joys that give no pain.

Only the love of the “pure in heart”
- Gaineth the shores of rest, 
For death and life are ever at strife 

In the ships that meet abreast.
Only tbe good we do survives 

The journey over the sea;
Oh! souls take heed, else poor, indeed, 

Or empty your ships will be.
Seminary, Belvidere, N. J.
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BELLE BUSH.

A SMILE TO WIN, AND A HEART TO WOO.

The world is broad and the world is long.
There’s a
There’s a

is how we know that these manifestations are not due to 
imposture. This question has been fully considered in 
the above-mentioned reports,, but it may be well for me to 
give a brief summary of our previous conclusions. My __ „ ___________ ______ _____ _____ ____
own knowledge of Mrs. Piper began in May, 1887, about I were correct. He said that he could put a stop to the 
a fortnight after my arrival in Boston, and my first ap-1 spell, and in order to do so molded a silver bullet for a 
pointmentfor a sitting was made by Prof. William James, I rifle. Then he made effigies of the old man and tlie old 
Prof James had visited her about a dozen times during woman and stood them up against the barn. The moun- 
the previous year and a half, and had sent a large number I taineers—all good shots—then blazed away at the figures, 
of persons to her, making appointments himself for most I They found no difficulty in hitting the effigy of the old 
of these people, whose names were in no instance an-1 man with the silver bullet, but, so the story goes; the best 
nounced td the medium. As a result of his enquiries he I shots in the crowd could not hit the figure representing 
became fully satisfied that Mrs. Piper had supernormal I old Mrs. Likens. So a party started out to kill the old 
powers. I woman. They surrounded her house up in the moun-

“I had several sittings myself with Mrs. Piper, at tain, but she had seen them coming and had escaped into 
which much intimate knowledge, some of it very per-1 the depths of the forest. She has not been seen since, 
sonal, was shown of deceased friends or relatives of mine; The witch doctor next adopted another plan to rid the 
and I made appointments for sittings for at least fifty Jarrells of the spell. He took a bottle and filled it with 
persons whom I believed to be strangers to Mrs. Piper, I needles, pins and water and corked it tight.
taking the utmost precautions to prevent her obtaining “Now,” said he, “I’ll put the bottle on the fire, and 
any information beforehand as to who the sitters were to I when it boils some one will call and ask a favor. He or 
be. The general-result was the same as in my own case. I she will be the witch who is killing the children.” 
Most of these persons were told facts through the trance-1 The bottle was put on the fire, and, as might have been 
utterances which they felt sure could not have become foreseen, soon burst. It so happened that the old man, 
known to Mrs.’Piper by ordinary means. For several i Blizzard, stopped at the house to borrow some buckshot 
weeks, moreover^ at the suggestion of one of our mem-1 just as the bottle burst. He would probably have been 
bers, detectives ’Were employed for the purpose of ascer- lulled immediately but for the fact that when the bottle 
taining whether there were any indications that Mrs. | exploded about five hundred needles and pins were sent 
Piper or her husband, or any other persons connected flying about the room, and for some time afterward every- 
with her, tried to ascertain facts about possible sitters by body was kept busy picking bits of metal out of his 
the help of confederates, or other ordinary methods of wounds. So Blizzard got away.
enquiry; but not the smallest indication whatever of any I By this time the entire community had become ex- 
such procedure was discovered. My own conclusion was I cited over the mater. The neighbors advised Jarrell to 
that—-after allowing the widest possible margin for in-1 change his doctor. He followed their advice and sent 
formation obtainable under the circumstances by or-1 for another witch doctor who lived further up the moun- 
dinary means, for -chance coincidence and remarkable tain. The new doctor made preparations to work a 
guessing, aided by !clues given consciously and uncon-1 grand counter spell, which would take nine days to de- 
sciously by the sitters, and helped out by supposed hyper-1 velop. Before his remedy could take effect the story be- 
aesthesia on the part of Mrs. Piper—there remained a came known at Raleigh Courthouse, and Dr. Daniels, a 
large residuum of knowledge displayed in her trance state I reputable physician, was sent to the scene. With the

identify the witches as an old man named Blizzard and 
an old woman named Likens, who lived in the mountains.
The parents sent for a witch doctor, who, after diagnosing 
the cases, declared that the suspicions of the neighbors
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which could not be accounted for except on the hypoth- help of Dr. Humble he cured the children.
esis that she had some supernormal “power;” and tliis I The trouble had spread, however. One boy was at- 
conviction has been strengthened by my later investiga- tacked with convulsions, it is said, by merely looking at 
tions. I young Jarrell. Another, James Shepherd, was told by

------- . yOung jarrefl f]iat he wouifl be stricken ana would never“Further, Mrs. Piper came to England, at our request, 
in November, 1889, and remained till February, 1890,
and during that time gave eighty-three sittings under the 
supervision of Dr. Walter Leaf, Prof. Lodge, and Mr. 
Myers. Due precautions were, of course, taken as re­
gards the introduction of sitters, etc., and suffice it to say 
that the above observers became convinced that the claim 
to supernormally-aequired knowledge in Mrs. Piper’s 
trance was fully justified.

After giving a history of Mrs. Piper’s mediumship 
and its developments, Mr. Hodgson gives a verbatim re­
port all that was said and done at many of the sittings. 
The following extract from the testimony of one who 
signs J. H.. with a further statement by Dr. Hodgson, 
wfll show now conclusively spirit communication is 
proved:

“‘Lal... .lai... .Albert... .is that the way you pro­
nounce it? He is very fond of you. He says he is not 
ded....dead. He will see you again. He is very
fond of you.’ [Lal was a pet name my father sometimes 
called my Uncle Albert.—J. H.l '

'Who is James..
3rt.—J. H.l '
..Jim? (Yes, I know, but he is not

groan of pain and a snatch of song, 
breast that’s false and a breast that’s true;

But above all else there’s a hand for you. 
There’s a sky that’s dark, and a sky that’s blue, 
There’s a smile to win and a heart to woo.
The world is round and the world is deep. _ 
There’s a day of toil and a night of sleep. 
There’s an hour of pain and a day of fear. 
There’s a week of peace and a month of cheer; 
But above all else there’s a hand for you. 
There’s a smile to win and a heart to wOd.
The world is sad and the world is gay.
There’s a time to work and a time to play. 
There’s a thorn of woe and a word of love. 
There’s a sigh that startles the cooing dove;
But above ah else there’s a hand for you. _

- There’s a smile to win and a heart to woo. ~
The world Ib bright and the world is sweet .' 
There’s a resting balm for the many feet. ..

- There’s a bed of down and a spot oi ease.
. Tnere’s a look to cheer and a voice to please;

But above all else there’s a hand for you. . 
There’s a smile to win and a heart to woo.; ;. ‘ .

. >—F. DonRobertson.

recover. This frightened Shepherd so that he has be­
come crazy and has been sent to an asylum.

Dr. Humble says it is surprising how firmly the belief 
in witchcraft is grounded in the community in which the 
Jarrells reside. One old lady, of unusual education and 
intelligence for that region, described to the doctor with 
all sincerity and honest belief in the truth of her words 
how a certain old woman had bewitched her sheep and 
cattle, causing them to die. The same old lady told the 
doctor that the witch would have killed her son by evil 
spells had not a witch doctor neutralized their potency 
by a powerful incantation.—Chicago Journal.

This book gives an admirable course of study to 
ethics, and supplies a long-felt want of an etbW 
text-book especially adapted to the comprehension 
children, as well as older persona whom it la wisely' 
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and old will be benefited by it. It 1b a moat excellent’ 
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dead.) There is another George who wants to speak to I 
you. [His father’s name had previously been correctly I 
given as George.] How many Georges are there about I 
you, anyway?’ I

“The rest of the sitting, until almost the close, was oc-1 
cupied by statements from G. P., Phinuit acting as inter-1 
mediary. George Pelham’s real name was given in full, I 
also the names, both Christian and surname, of several of I 
his most intimate friends, including the name of the I 
sitter. . ।

“Moreover, incidents were referred to which were un-1 
known to the sitter or myself.” I

The eighty-three persons sent to Mrs. Piper as utter I 
strangers from all parts of the world not only received I 
the names and many personal tests from spirit friends, I 
but in most cases information was given that none pres-1 
ent knew anything about, but subsequent investigation I 
proved that the spirit wliile on the earth-plane had pos-1 
session of the Intarfaation given. These facts have upset I 
all theories of intad-reading, sub-conscious self or any I 
other hypothesis "'save that the spirit purporting to be | 
there was theta and' communicated. . .

But Mrs. Pip tai' latest development of automatic, or I 
spirit writing, iff fife most convincing to the sitter. Her 
arm is controlled 'Ey the spirit of some intimate spirit 
friend of the sittey to write a communication. In many 
instances, in Lniaii’Wliiting’s case for instance, the hand­
writing is recognized by the sitter as well as all the pe- 
cuharities of selling, punctuation and phraseology that ; 
the'spiril had iflliffe.

The claims df Spiritualism are established, though no 
other medium should prove genuine, for if one spirit has 
scientifically cqmminiicated,then our claim is established 
.and the phil^s6pnf,rests on the foundation of an eternal 
truth.

VALUABLE SUGGESTIONS; .
. Mr. Hodgeson .concludes one part of .his report as fol­
lows: •
- "... .1 think that in Mrs. Piper’s and similar cases, the 
introduction of persons more or less indiscriminately may 
not be a condition for general success, but a condition for 
perpetual blundering. We can all use telephones now; 
but when Reis and Bell and Blake and others were 
making experiments on lines that eventually Jed to sat­
isfactory instruments, they would hardly have thought it 
worth while to let the.general public spend their time in 
listening to more or less inarticulate noises through their 
incipient receiving apparatus.: .

“Now, if Mrs. Piper’s organism represents one end of a 
line, the .other end of which is in the so-called spirit- 
Aoild,....it seems to me eminently deniable ihatwe

The Light Is Breaking.
I am so pleased with The Progressive Thinker that I 

herewith send one dollar to renew my subscription. I 
like it because it is open to all shades of opinion; that is 
what I call Freedom, and any paper, person or cause that 
cannot stand a fair, reasonable test,, would better put up 
its shutters. Here where I live priestcraft rules the peo­
ple. Of course they would not own it, but the fact re­
mains all the same. If anyone dares to think aloud, all 
the anathemas (which at present is the stock in trade of 
the priesthood) in that Holy Bible are hurled at them 
from the pulpits, where it is not yet customary to “Sass 
’em back.” As Burns puts it: “The fear-o-hell is the 
hangman’s whip, to baud the wretch in order”—not the 
free, independent man, but the wretch who grovels at 
the feet of tyrannical priests, submitting to any injustice 
that may be imposed. That is the aim of the whole 
swarm of those “Holy Fathers,” of whatever superstition 
they may call themselves, to keep people in ignorance, 
well knowing that when tlie people are enlightened their 
gains are gone.. Of course there is a low class of people 
who would run amuck if tijis fear of hell was removed, 
because they have not been educated out of selfishness; 
but to dish out to intelligent audiences, week after week, 
the superstition of the dark ages and call it religion, is an 
insult to ordinary intelligence. But persecution awaits 
anyone who dares even to go outside the fold of the faith­
ful to listen to a sermon not orthodox. But be of good 
courage, ye faithful workers, the whole lump is being 
leavened; a light breaks in the east, the blessed dawn of 
freedom is at hand. In due time ye shall reap if ye faint

I not. D. C. CROSBY.
Port Maitland, Nova Scotia.

' ——:—:)o(:—::———
“Social Upbuilding, Including Co-operative Systems 

I and the Happiness and Ennoblement of Humanity,” By 
I E. D. Babbitt, LL. D., M. D. This comprises the last 
I part of Human Culture and Cure. Paper cover 15 cents. 
I For sale at this office. -
I “Religious and Theological Works of Thomas Paine.” 
I Contains his celebrated “Age of Reason,” and a number 
| of letters and discourses on religious and theological sub- 
I jects. Cloth binding, 430 pages. Price $1. For sale 
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I “From Soul io Soul.” By Emma Rood Tuttle. Lov­
ers of-poetry will find gems of thought in poetic diction 
in this handsome volume, wherewith to; sweeten hours of 
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■ SAVE US FROM THE CLERICAL 
WRECKS.

■;S<Rev. M. L. Johnson, late pastor of the 
[’First Presbyterian Church, of Nash- 
[ville, Ill., has just abandoned his pulpit, 
[htld removed with his family to Niles, 
i|Mich., to assume the management of a 
i^arge hotel. Mr. Johnson is alleged to 
■Apye remarked: “There is more money 
Kin running a hotel than in preaching 
[jihe gospel.”
[i lt is a matter of money with tbe aver- 
[agc preacher. He selects the trade be- 
I cause it is supposed to pay better than 
■ auy industrial pursuit. Besides it only 
[requires slight muscular effort to open 
Kone’s mouth, God does the rest, so we 
■ are told, by filling it with words, some- 
[times very silly ones. A few years of 
[practical experience, then he discovers 
[ he is only echoing silly platitudes which 
[bad their origin with monks in the bur- 
[barous ages. His common sense repu- 
[diates the creed he fitted himself to 
[teach, then, If an honest man, he looks 
[for some other field in which he can 
[pppport himself and family.
[“Tn all the wild expeditions to border 
[life the clergy usually lead. They 
lAibandon their profession, and rush pell 
E&tell, contending with the roughest ele- 
[inent for mastery, leaving their religion 
U|h the rear. It was so in California in

■the 50s; it was so in Kansas when that 
[{territory was first thrown open to set­
tlement; It is being realized now in tlie 
Thad rush,for gold In the Klondike re- 
[gioh. We recall the fighting and jay- 
[hawking preachers of forty years ago, 
.who rivaled the cowboys of to-day in 

ptheir disregard of the law of mine and 
“thine.
; Save us, O God, from the clerical 
wrecks who have not manliness to 

Ijdo as Rev. Johnson has done, and en­
gage in running a hotel, or in tlie prac- 
itice of. some other honorable industry, 
“When they discover tbeir church creed 
fls not fit to be taught.

AIMions* IM^ 
Christian Dy Royal Doom

ordinary man completely off the track 
but deep down In mine heart I had 4 
faint knowledge that spirit return, and, 
likewise, a continuity of life, was an 
absolute fact. So through all these 
weary years I have plodded, earnestly 
seeking knowledge, often running 
amuck upon a sandbar of fraud, often 
misjudged, butstill ever striving after 
a knowledge of the living truth! Fraud 
after fraud was hurled at me, some I 
detected, but kept a discreet silence to 
ascertain if it was all a fraud, whilst 
in other cases I swallowed the glitter- 
iug hook as greedy as a fish in fly time; 
I have now arrived at a point in my 
own development where I can ascertain 
when I am being defrauded by others, 
and if I am foolish enough to defraud 
myself then I do not know but I had 
better have a committee of competent 
(?) persons chosen to see to it that I 
shall cease dealing falsely with myself.

The more we cry fraud amongst our­
selves, the more will fraud appear in 
our ranks. I dare say that you cannot 
produce me one hundred mediums 
from all our ranks who will submit td 
the test conditions which I will impose, 
which shall not be of a character that 
will interfere with complete harmony 
in any particular, a perfectly reason­
able condition and oue that any honest 
spirit will admit to be sueh. I care not 
whether the mediums be physical or 
mental! This seems to be a rash prop­
osition, but I am satisfied it is a cor­
rect one. Covert aud his mediums cau 
be faked so completely that he would 
be either a convert to Spiritualism, or 
else would declare it to be the work of 
the Devil. They are but mere ama­
teurs at the business; they liave never 
ascended Into the upper realms of the 
mystic guild.

My advice to the public Is to impose 
such certain test conditions upon the 
medium as to preclude the possibility 
of fraud, theu turn tlie lights up or 
down as the spirits desire. If a medi­
um objects to test conditions, tell him 
or her that you have no time, money, oi 
Inclination to fool away upon sueh 
mountebanks. After a medium has 
submitted to your conditions, then you 
must implicitly obey their directions, 
aud depeud upou it, you worshipers of 
phenomena, that your heart will be 
gladdened by tlie kind of food you are 
able to stand. ’

Each one must pass through this phe­
nomenal, or ''Bumble-bee” stage. Some 
graduate sooner than others, but It is a 
school we all stand in need of; after it 
comes a desire for light, which shall bs 
showered upon you according to yout 
ability to receive it.

Erect your family altar, for cominun­
Ion with the friends of earlier days, ded­
icate your hours of meditation to the an­
gel world and, sooner or later, you will 
receive individual knowledge of the um 
seen realms. Take some good spiritual 
or high thought paper (The Progressiva 
Thinker is a good one, and the cheapest 
in the field, which is an Item in these 
days of hardships and poverty), read 
the articles from such pens as Charles 
Dawbarn, Hudson Tuttle, J. C. Under­
hill, Warren Smith, Reuben Taylor, 
Annie Besant. Cora L. V. Richmond 
aud many others, but skip all the biek- 
eriugs and jangles over the position of 
this one or tliat one as to which is true 
and which is false. If you attend a se­
ance, Insist, before paying your money, 
upou strict test conditions. If you catch 
a medium iu fraud expose him then and 
there, or else forever keep the knowl­
edge to yourself, for you will get more 
curses than blessings for Information 
after it ean do no good, aud, besides, 
you may be mistaken, aud If so the 
spirits will ouly be too glad to enlighten 
you on the spot.

To tlie mediums I would say: Never 
go into a cabinet. or dark seance, unless 
under strictest of test conditions; if you 
nre genuine, tills is of far greater proof 
tlmu a letter from auy society, or com­
mittee of know-it-all-ism Unit can be 
procured. After you have submitted to 
the demands of tlie public, you should 
insist that they submit to ns rigid A 
search ami test as you are put to! This 
is justice to all. and will protect you 
from evil minded persons, who may get 
Into the circle intending to injure your 
reputation by slyly bringing Into tlie 
room certaiu articles of parapberualla 
which they would introduce Into tlie 
cabinet iu an unobserved manner; such 
things liave been done, and will be 
done again. Never try to add to the 
results produced by the spirits; give 
what you get ami nothing more. Live 
honest and true to yourself, and the 
public need never be afraid of receiv­
ing fraud at your hands. Not all of you 
are capable of being used for public 
Work! Be content to stay in the sphere 
of usefulness in which you can best be 
of use. Do not always take the advice 
of your “baml" wheu it seems liable to 
bring you into ill repute; each band of 
spirit workers who have secured a sub­
ject, over whom they havo complete 
control, think their particular line of 
evidence is the very best that cau bo 
produced. This is but natural and 
proves, to a thinking mind, tbeir form­
er earthly origin. They impress this 
view upon their medium, and thus we 
see so much strife and petty jealousy ex­
isting in tbe ranks of our workers; one 
calls another a fraud! The'mental me­
diums are trying to “burn" the phenom­
ena, and vice versa. This Is all uu- 
called for aud should uot exist in tho 
ranks of a society whose chief claim to 
existence is the law of “Harmony!"

If I were a public medium I would in­
sist upon the strictest of test condi­
tions. I should make no claim of the 
results being brought about by spirit 
power! I should pay rent for my 
rooms and leave It to tbe audience to 
decide whether it was “Spooks" or 
“Parlor Magic." This would put me in 
a position where uo charge could be 
brought against me In court, for get­
ting money under false pretense, and 
this is where our constant jangles aud 
cries of fraud are rapidly leading us to. 
The “Antis” will use every power at 
their command to have laws suppress­
ing mediumship enacted at their earli­
est opportunity, and if we continue to 
strive one with another, how can 
any sane person expect the public to 
respect our claims for consideration? 
“He whom the gods would destroy, 
they first make mail!” Let us purify 
our ranks, but do it in a quiet manner. 
Must each one of us parade the streets 
and cry upon the approach of anyone, 
“Unclean! Unclean!" as did the lepers 
in ancient times? No! No!! No!!! If 
there is a moral sore upon our social 
body, let us disinfect and purify it by 
calling In the right physician.

With malice to none and charity for 
all, I wish to say in closing that I know 
this life continues beyond the grave, 
and ttart spirits do return to visit their 
loved ones, and that the “Voice of God 
Enlightens the World!”

. C. E. ARMSTRONG, M. D. 
Oral, Mich.

used by those ^it^rsit was insisted tl^re ihust have been 
a Christ, front winch the name was (Mjvpd? If any con­
solation can be derived from the fail that a Pagan idol 
was christened, dust as. all sea-goingSaiipa are still chris­
tened, formerly by oil and wine dash#* upon their prows, 
—how perhaps a bottle of whisky,—we should be sorry to 
deprive them of it. , ■

This title Christian is fully elaborated in a chapter es­
pecially devoted to the subject, ha-,Dr. Brown’s Re­
searches in Oriental History, commbncing bn p. 246, to 
which the critical reader is directed for fuller informa­
tion. The book can only be obtained from The Pro­
gressive Thinker, price $1.50.

■ “That which you calj death,” said 
Scipio, “Is merely the return to the ver­
itable life. The body is only a prison, 
In which the soul is momentally shut 
up. Death breaks its fetters and re­
stores it to liberty and to its veritable 
existence.”

Such was the teaching of a Roman 
philosopher B. C. 218 years. It was the 
prevalent opinion in that age, and had 
been for 500 years. Virgil expressed 
similar views, when he wrote:

“That which we call death Is not an­
nihilation, but merely a separation of 
the two species of matter, one of which 
remains here below, while the other 
goes to unite again with the sacred fire 
of the stars, as soon as tho matter of 
the soul has regained all the simplicity 
and purity of the subtle matter from 
which it emanated, because, says Ser­
vius, nothing is lost in the great whole, 
and in this simple fire, which composes 
the substance of the soul. It is eternal 
like God, or rather, it is Divinity itself; 
and the soul,' which emanates there­
from is associated with its eternity, be­
cause it follows the nature of the 
Whole.”

So the old Pagans of Rome taught, 
when the Jews were teaching:

“The dead know not anything, neither 
have they any more reward. Also their 
love, and their hatred, aud their envy 
is now perished; neither have they any 
more a portion forever in anything that 
is done under the sun.”—Eccl. 4:5, G.

The doctrine of immortality, then, 
was not first brought to light by Jesus, 
as Christians allege, but was one of the 
inheritances from the Pagan founders 
of. their religion, as is everything else 
relating to their faith. .

They who are credited with being tlie early fathers of 
Christianity, have left a strange record for those who ex­
amine it critically. With1 Paul the burden of Jtis plaint 
was, Jesus liad been crucified, and had risen from the 
dead.

“If Christ is not risen then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain.”—I. Cor., 15:14.

“The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified; unto the Jews a 
stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness.”— 
I. Cor., 1:22, 23. .

The Jews^well knew Jesus had not been crucified in 
Judea, so the claim of Paul, founded on his pretended 
vision while delirious from sunstroke, as told in Acts 
9:2 to 12, was truly a “stumbling block” to them, as it 
was “foolishness” to a Greek to tell Ifim a God had been 
crucified by men.

It was shown in these editorial columns some months 
ago, that it is generally conceded by Biblical scholars, the 
Epistles of Paul antedate any of the Gospels many years. 
It was maintained the authors of those Gospels derived 
all they knew of tliis character Jesus from Paul’s account 
of him; that each writer did the best lie could to mold a 
character after the self-appointed Apostle’s model; and 
wherever they add additional matter to the Epistles they 
are discrepant, just as romancers disagree wherein they 
add to the original legend common to them all.

Christians claim Eusebius, the first church historian 
after the Acts, wrote A. D. 324. Without stopping here 
to controvert the claim as to the date or truthfulness of 
the record, liis whole chapter 4, book 1, of his Ecclesias­
tical History, is an attempt to prove the great antiquity 
of the Christian religion. After furnishing abundant 
proof that it was only the name Christian which was new, 
lie closes his chapter by the statement:

“It is evident the religion delivered to us in the doc­
trine of Christ is not a new or a strange religion; but if 
the truth must be spoken it is the first and only true re­
ligion.”

And Clemens Alexandrinus:
“Those who lived according to the logos [word] were 

really Christians, though they were taught to be Athe­
ists.”

And then Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, Africa:
“The Christian religion was known to the ancients, and 

existed from the commencement of the human race to the 
time of Christ, whence the true religion which previously 
existed was denominated Christian; and this in our day, 
is the Christian religion, not as having been unknown in 
former times, but as having recently received tbe name.”

Melito, Bishop of Sardis, in apologizing for the Chris­
tians to Marcus Antoninus, better known to moderns as 
Marcus Aurelius, probably about 176, wrote:

“The philosophy we profess, truly flourished aforetime 
among the barbarous nations; but having blossomed 
again in the reign of thy ancestor, Augustus [died A. D. 
14], it proved to be above all things ominous to thy king­
dom.”

Without regard to the time these persons wrote, they, 
aud many others, wrote in the same strain, insisting 
Christianity was only new in name. Apts 11:26, says 
they were first so-called at Antioch, and Usher fixed the 
date, A. D. 40, but authentic history makes a discordant 
statement, which is worthy of consideration:

Theodosius a Spaniard by birth, reached the Roman 
throne, and was about commencing a war upon the Goths, 
A. 1). 380. He was just recovering from a severe illness, 
and as he adopted the creed of the Nicean Council he de­
termined to be baptized. This occurred at Thessalonica. 
Says Gibbon, vol. 2, p. 62, Putnam & Sons’ edition:

“As the emperor ascended from Hie holy font, he dic­
tated a solemn edict which proclaimed his own faith, and 
prescribed the religion of his subjects......... ‘Let us be­
lieve the sole deity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost; under an equal Majesty, and a pious Trinity. We 
authorize the followers of this doctrine to assume the title 
of catholic | universal or general] Christians; and as we 
judge, that all others are extravagant madmen, we brand 
them with the infamous name of Heretics; and declare, 
that their conventicles shall no longer usurp the respect­
able appellation of churches. Besides the condemnation 
of Divine justice, they must expect to suffer tlie penalties, 
which our authorin', guided by heavenly wisdom, shall 
think proper to inflict upon them.’” ”

Thus by royal decree, fifty-five years after tlie Nicean 
Council and the adoption of its Trinitarian creed, another 
emperor than Constantine gives efficacy to that creed, 
and authorizes those who adopt it to “assume” or take for 
themselves, the name Christian. Spiritualists, aud all 
whose intelligence prohibit them from believing three 
are one, or one is three are simply “madmen,” “infamous 
heretics,” and such persons under that ancient decree had 
no rights believers were bound to respect. And all the 
ages since they came into power they have acted upon 
that authority.

The title Christ applied to Jes, Latin Jesu, or Jesus, is 
as misleading as is the statement that Jesus was derived 
from the Hebrew Joshua, or Joshua. The Greek word 
christos from which is rendered Christ, means anointed, 
oiled, greased, besmeared, bedaubed, and nothing else. 
See Liddell & Scott’s Greek Lexicon, or any of the large 
English dictionaries under the title Christ for proof of 
this statement. The term was applied to all who were 
anointed, as lo Saul, or to David when anointed King by 
Samuel. Cyrus, the Persian king, Isaiah 45:1, is claimed 
by the Lord to be his anointed, or, in English, christened. 
Idols were anointed when they were set up, and thus be­
came Christs, as did J es when removed to Alexandria, was 
anointed and renamed Serapis. The term is correctly ap­
plied to all who are anointed with oil, or modernly 
sprinkled with water by priests when they are named or 
christened. To give a Christian burial originally, and in 
fact, still, signifies to wash the body and anoint it with 
oil, or sprinkle it with water.

“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders 
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord.—James 5:14.

, This anointing, greasing, bedaubing, was equivalent to 
a re-christcning, or making the subject again a Christian. 
This is called extreme unction by Catholics—the anoint-

SPIRITUALISTS AND SPAIN.

In the present ’disturbed condition of our country with 
its altercation with Spain, what attitude shall Spiritual­
ists take in regard to [he pending probabilities of war?

Above airthings else, a true Spiritualist must deprecate 
war. It promotes discord. It creates inharmony with 
all its attendant evils. Jt draws down upon the earth the 
mantle of darkness instead of light. It brings the spirit 
of hatred instead of light and love. All the incidents we 
may look for, are opposed to the growth aud evolution of 
spirit power and manifestation. War will turn back the 
lands on the . dial-plate of the century many years. 
Twenty-five years from now, the children born of the 
mothers who are now in the midst of the roused tiger 
spirit of war will undoubtedly give us many startling ex­
amples of the fierceness of the animal, $7 th which man so’ 
continually consorts, on the physical plane. ■ ,

All our machinery of living, pn all-planes, will be; 
shaken out of adjustment. ' The dominant rich will grow 
still more purse-proud and unbearable; and the poor still 
more helpless. Every evil of which we are now eom- 
flaining, in the struggle between capital and labor, will 
ie intensified many fold. The inequalities which we so 
bitterly denounce, were begotten of the germ of injustice 
and greed, during (her last war; and it stands to reason 
that another war will only fertilize the growth of the 
weeds of human passion and selfishness.

I would not for a moment deny that the day of ven­
genace upon the bloody, bigoted nation may be at hand. 
She has ever gloried in her own cruelty, from the time of 
the Inquisition, whose incredible horrors are without a 
parallel, until now. A nation which lias shed more hu­
man blood and taken more innocent lives than any other 
now in existence, in proportion to its size, is at the bar to 
receive its sentence.

She has always been slaughter-mad. It is time her 
blood-red 'harvest should be reaped. We cannot help 
feeling glhd that perhaps the hour strikes, when tlie cup 
that she lias so persistently held to tlie lips of others may 
be pressed to her own, until she shall liave drunk it to the 
last dregs and the vengeance of tlie just shall be visited 
upon her. And we hope that Die prayers and tears of 
oppressed Cuba will find that Mei^y is not dead, nor 
powerless. Out of all this will coupe Cuba’s intjepen- 
lence. But suppose we grant all flits;, still we shrink 
Tom the idea that the United Statesibe-thc executioner; 
or that a fierce, bloody struggle, of greater or less dura­
tion, with limitless sacrifices of blood amt treasure, en­
tailing burdens upon our children ,pn4 our children’s 
children, for centuries to come, be our portion.

Suppose we seek, as the cry is now; “an honorable war, 
rather than a dishonorable peace.” . Whpt will the out­
come be? After the combatants have exhausted them­
selves and their resources, then commissioners of peace 
will be appointed to decide how mhttei'S shall be ad­
judicated. Why cannot they be chqAn at the first, and 
the settlement made without the awful scenes that war 
brings?

As the years go by, must mankind remain always the 
same bloody animal? Has not the time come when all 
the thought-force and desire of the spiritually-minded 
ought to be centered upon the settlement of the differ­
ences in the Spanish infringement, by arbitration rather 
than by bloody War? The consequences of war no man 
can tell, any more tlian he who at the first letteth loose 
the gathering of mighty waters.

‘ W. P. PIIELON, M. D.

It would seem to an unprejudiced 
reader, that the maxim, “Whom the 
gods would destroy they first make 
mad,” is just as applicable to-day as of 
yore. I have beeu a careful reader of 
the opinions, pro aud con, published iu 
Tlie Progressive Thinker, concerning 
the mueh-talked-of fraudulent practices 
of the phenomenal mediums, and to me, 
who have beeu behind the scenes, it 
causes a smile of sarcastic proportions, 
to flit across the visage; pot calling the 
kettle "black; thief setting out to catch 
a thief; aud many other similitudes 
arise before my mind.

The real facts In the case are simply 
these: Spiritualism, as well as all other 
systems of religious, Is honeycombed 
with fraud from the very foundation, 
and I defy you to ever clear its charac­
ter of the vile stigma as long as you 
harp upon the fakeism of one class and 
heap laurels upon the brow of another 
and still bolder class of fraudulent pre­
tenders. And right here I have refer­
ence to the godly, sanctified, inspired 
rostrum pretender, who appears before 
an audience aud recites a previously 
learned composition, that auy high 
school graduate would be ashamed to 
acknowledge as his own production, 
aud uublushingly proclaim it to be a di­
rect communication from the augel 
world! Then, after some harmonious 
(?) music, they proceed to give a few 
“platform tests,” gathered from their 
many confederates in the field, which 
settles (?) mauy a doubt iu the mind of 
the receivers who wonder to them­
selves: How did this medium kuow this 
fact? Straightway then this honest in­
vestigator seeks another fraud, of the 
phenomenal type, aud the scene is re­
enacted, ouly his eyes are brought iuto 
active use aud the sense of feeling 
clinches the argument aud lie Is now a 
full-fledged Spiritualist of the type 
called (by a friend of mine), “Bumble 
Bees,” meaning that they are lately 
hatched out aud make the most noise 
whilst learuiug to use their wings; as 
they grow older they will make less 
noise aud lay up honey for a winter’s 
supply. It Is this class of Spiritualists 
who tire the mainstay of Fakeism in 
our ranks; they are not content to await 
the angels’ message iu the sanctity of 
their own homes! Oh, no, they cau 
never lay by their selfish animal pro- 
peusitles long enough to invite a pro­
gressive thought upon the spiritual 
plane, and must, of necessity, rush off 
to a medlum(?) to satisfy their new­
born lust, for lust it is, as much as 
though the same propensities were di­
rected upou the animal plane.

Mankind is a race of specula tors! I 
care not where you may place him, his 
efforts are directed toward a specula­
tive benefit of some kind. I do uot 
mean that all are horse jockeys, or 
card sharpers, but I mean thin each in­
dividual who bus auj' aim or object in 
life belongs to the “Bulls and Bears" of 
moral science. Man is rightly called a 
complex individual! We hear this oue 
spoken of as nn "Iconoclast,” whose 
whole effort iu life is directed toward 
destroying what others have built; an­
other one Is designated a "Construc­
tionist” whose aim is to upbuild or 
erect. The "Bulls” are Coustruetiou- 
ists and the “Bears” are Iconoclasts of 
modern thought. Modern writershave 
classified these characters into two sep­
arate and distinct classes! This is a 
wrong idea; each human ego has both 
the “Bull” and “Bear” propensities in­
herent within himself, the one seeking 
to destroy nil that runs counter lo his 
individual wish, the other to so conduct 
matters as to bring them iuto line with 
his particular Ideas. Each one of us 
can apply this crucial test to bls own 
conscience and know that 1 speak in 
words of living truth!

The class of people known as medi­
ums are not the ouly ones who are la­
boring for their individual benefit. No! 
far from it! Pick up any of our spirit­
uni papers and turn to tlie advertising 
columns (which is known amongst pub­
lishers in general as the “Financial 
Backbone of Journalism”) and we see 
there the evidence of the publisher's 
honesty (!) as compared with his edito­
rial views. Do you suppose that the 
said editor would guarantee each of 
bls advertising patrons to bo proof 
Against the “Cook and Five Dollar 
Bill,” of the proposition In tbe article 
headed “Mediums and Fraud.” In your 
issue of February 2G, 1898? Do you 
think the same editor would guarantee 
the absolute integrity of each inspira­
tional medium who Is billed upou the 
programmes for different gatherings 
published in the same issue? If ho did 
1 kuow for a positive certainty 
that he would be laboring under a 
grave mistake; know of mine own 
knowledge that some of them fake part 
of their tests, aud I cannot swear but 
they fake them all! Still I do not think 
eacu test is dishonestly gained. I kuow 
as sweet a little lady as nature has pro­
duced, who has given me some startling 
tests, and yet I know that she has 
faked others; did she do the same with 
me? I cannot say positively, but I think 
not. Do not ask me to speak her name; 
I believe her to be a genuine medium, 
as far-as conditions will allow, but the 
public demand too much for her lim­
ited powers and thus she fails in living 
up to my true ideal of nobility. Go to the 
camp grounds and see the unbearable 
frauds parading as psychometrists, 
and test mediums; hear their “black 
cloud hanging overyour life,” "drowned 
spirit,” "you fell Into a pond of water 
once, chief,” “I see an old pewter tea­
pot, old-fashioned bureau with no look­
ing glass on it,” and the thousand and 
one foolish utterances of those seventh 
sphere inspired idiots who expect man­
kind to shower the golden shekels into 
their laps, or else to “cross the palm' 
with a silver coin” for their idle gibber­
ish. Go to—“almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian,” said one of old, 
and such idle vaporings, as escape the 
average camp-meeting test mediums, 
almost persuade an honest "Thinker” 
that mankind is totally depraved and 
that all must be regenerated, by faith 
or some other scheme (no chance for in­
telligence) such as being born again, 
ere he can gain sufficient knowledge to 
live the next life as it should be lived.

To me it is no wonder that many of 
our ranks are being attracted to a high­
er plane of thought, under its many dif­
ferent names. I care not what the 
name may bo if I find a gem of thought 
worthy, in my mind, of emulation, In 
Theosophy, Christian Science, Occult 
Science, Mental Science, Menticulture, 
BudUhism, Mythology or any of the va­
rious names under which thought has 

•been promulgated, I shall not hesitate 
to accept that thought as a subject for 
meditation. Had I been different­
ly constituted I -would undoubtedly 
still have been in the depths of materi­
alism, for I have honestly Investigated 
each avenue that has been, opened to 
me which appeared to throw any light 
upon the future existence of man. I 
have encountered fraud enough in the 
last twelve years of investigation in the 
Spiritualistic realms, io have driven an

THEY DESERVE LASHING.
What has become of Messrs. Covert, 

Beeker & Co.? Their long silence is 
distressing, and is causing great anxie­
ty among their friends. They were go­
ing to literally wipe the earth with 
Spiritualists! States were to be organ­
ized, with auxiliary societies in every 
county aud town the nation over. They 
said every mail brought Hoods of 
money to aid the cause, which they 
were depositing in bank for future use. 
January 1, a great newspaper organ of 
the Anti-Spiritualists was to be set up, 
and the name Spiritualist was only to 
be mentioned thereafter in derision.

Tbe greatly lamented Elder Covert 
met our Moses Hull iu debate. He 
innde such a consummate donkey of 
himself it is said his frieuds disowned 
him. His experience was much like 
Satan’s when he sheared the swine, 
“there was a great squeal, but no 
wool.”

The Progressive Thinker, in common 
with nil Spiritualists, confesses to last­
ing sorrow because the organ failed to 
appear. It makes its projectors who 
gave such graphic assurances of its 
brilliant future appear ns braggarts, 
and nothing else.

President Becker, can’t something be 
done to revive your drooping spirits? 
The donkey complained his most ex- 
Iniustiug effort was wheu he kicked at 
nothing. We own it seems like striking 
a dead man to refer to you Antis. You 
should materialize, corue to the front, 
stmid up like little men, and allow your­
selves to be lashed because of your late 
ridiculous boasting.

LUNACY FOLLOWS HIS TRAIL.
Rev. Dwight L. Moody, the supernat­

ural agitator, has left Evanston, and 
goue to Kentucky to stir up the sinners 
there, and make them see hell as he 
does. Asked while here if he believes 
the whale story, he responded:

“Of course I do. Why God can cre­
ate a fish to engorge the whole world 
if he wants to. Christ believed it; for 
didn’t he say: ‘As Jonah was three 
days in the bowels of the whale, so 
shall the sou of man remain in the bow­
els of the earth.’ When you throw over 
the story of Jonah you throw over the 
prophecy of tlie resurrection. Why, if 
1 didn’t believe in the resurrection I'd 
rather cultivate hate than love. If you 
are going to reject the supernatural iu 
the Bible, you may as well reject the 
whole of It. There are more supernat­
ural things iu the Gospels than in any 
other part of the Bible, aud the Gospels 
are the last things in the Bible the peo­
ple give up.”

The effect of such preaching was late­
ly seen in the case of Joseph Schots- 
coper, of 772 39th street, this city. He 
was arrested by the police for driving 
the Pinola family from their home, un­
der the delusion that he was perform­
ing a divine missiou. He had been at­
tending hell-fire meetings of late, and 
ins excessive zeal unbalanced his mind. 
But that seems to be tlie mission of 
Mosdy, for lunacy follows ou his trail.

TELL ME.

MASS CONVENTION.

a
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Illinois State Spiritualists’ 
Association.

A TRAVESTY ON TRUTH.
*;,Rev. Emil G. Hirsch is reported io

^s^S^tf

■/have said the other Sunday, in the Ply- 
^mouth Congregational pulpit, this city, 
^With his text, “The Bible from the 
[-Standpoint of Literature”:
#,fl“The contentions as to the Divine or 
Auman origin of the Scriptures are to 
Ao purpose. The vital point is truth. 
[Even If the Bible is of human agency, 
truth should always be kept in sight. 
(Truth stands alone, aud can always be 
’distinguished."

The reverend gentleman gives too 
S67hitich credit to the ability to separate 

the; false from the true. We have uo 
;fl[BUfe touchstone by which we can dls- 

criminate between them wheu bleuded. 
1A traveler stopping at a wayside inn, 
?ipany years ago, listened to story after 
[story from the bar-room guests, until 
tils turn came to tell one for the gen­
eral entertainment. Prolific in imagina­
tion he told a blood-curdling tale thrt 
^excelled Munchausen, or our own Mui- 
Aattoin "I don’t believe n word of that, 
(ft.is an immense lie," said one. The 
narrator looked up, greatly astonished, 

[-and replied: "I thought it were lies you 
Swefe telling, and I did my best to get 
?tjff the most Improbable one." 
A'Was not a similar attempt made in 
^collecting the stories of the Bible? 
'Even if some truth is mingled with an 
Vocean of error, is not tlie mind corrupt- 
Sed in attempting to separate the false 
iialtd vile from the true? Attempt as we 
Smay, there are the horrible examples of 
^licentiousness, drunkenness, treachery, 
Lfftiud. violence and murder! Giving a 
rigOod name to the patriarchs, with all 
^“heir vileness, and the exaltation of a 
fJSayid and a Solomon, with all their 
^disgraceful history, to the summit of 
Shuman glory, is a travesty on truth, de- 
wnorallzing to all who read and accept 
^the narrations as truthful.
fez '' ’ -----------... — —-----------
KA.THOUGHT FOR PREACHERS.
Know astronomers say, the sun with 
Sill its planets and their satellites, is 
Roving in a northerly direction, to- 
Jwards the brilliant star Vega, in the 
Constellation Lyra, at the rate of nine 
^iindred thousand miles a day. But 
Fmany millions of years will go by be- 
Htpre our solar orb will come under the 
influence of that luminary whose dis- 
wthnee Is so great that human intelli- 
Lgetice cannot estimate its remoteness, 
tor fathom its dimensions. Measured by 
Oman's ignorance this earth is an 1m- 
Sinense world; but by Infinity, with its 
Lvastncss, we are millions of times 
Smaller than is the tiniest microscopic 
Animalcule to man’s conception. And 
gyet priests discourse about the illimlt- 
Able Mind which made laws governing 

mighty whole, with the volubility 
a pedagogue teaching the child its 

Alphabet.
63 ------------- -- ------------- -

CHICKEN SALVATION.
Kln the course of a speech, in support 
apt his “fox-scalp” bill in the Kentucky 
legislature. Representative Hatfield, of 
&ike county, said: “I ask for the.pas- 

go of this bill in the interest of relig- 
n and morals.. If you pay no bounty 
r fox scalps no one will kill the foxes; 
<no one will Rill them they will kill 

Chickens; and whar you have no 
ckens you have no preachers.’1

ing a sick person with oil just before death.
“Our blessed Lord himself, who united in his own per­

son the threefold character of king, priest and prophet, 
was distinguished by the name of Messiah, which, in the 
Hebrew language, signifies the anointed.”—Proteus.

The mythical Bible Jesus was anointed, or made 
ehrist, by “the woman who was a sinner,” otherwise 
Mary, the magdalene. She washed his feet with her 
tears—which must have been very copious—and wipec 
them with the hair of her head, then kissed his feet, anc 
anointed them with ointment. See Luke 7:37, 38 
Verses 45 and 47 show the kissing incident was a pro-
tracted one, and that her sins were many, “for she lovet 
much.”

We fail to find any other anointing that made the 
Jesus of the Bible a ehrist, frhm which Christians claim 
to derive their name. Certainly it appears to he of lowly 
origin. ' .

hi the light of these revelations the citations from 
Pliny, from Tacitus, from Suetonius, and from every 
other classical author, whether a forgery or genuine, lose 
all their significance. Because the term Christian was

I fain would live a quiet life. 
Far from the haunts of hate and strife, 
’Mid flowers and music, love and light, 
Where angel whisperings heard at night 
Would lull the soul to sweet repose 
Forgetful of its former woes, • 
While sweetest flowers their fragrance shed, 
Like incense ’round my weary head.
Where the breezy South, with each low sigh, ’ 
Like a voice of love comes murmuring by, 
Nestling amongst the grand old trees, 
Showering the earth with autumn leaves, 
Kissing the lowliest flowers that grow, 
Giving new life to all below— 
The trailing arbutus stoops to greet, 
So white, so pure, so heavenly sweet.
I fain would dwell where a rippling stream, 
Wound its way in a silvery sheen 
'Tween mossy banks, where each quivering spray 
Would catch the first light of op’ning day, 
With flowers the hue of the pale blue-bell, 
Or that lines the lid of an eastern sjiell, 
Where bright-hued birds in a countless throng. 
Would thrill the soul in their burst or song.
O, is there a realm to be found like this, . 
Where the weary brain may rest in bliss, 
Where liearts encrusted in vice and sin ; 
Shall find no welcome nor enter in, t
Where love and justice alone shall prevail 
And no fear of wrong cause the cheek to pale J. 
O, Misery! is tlierea land so fair, 
Tell me, O, tell me—I fain would’ be'there.

Trby, Pa. ADDIE EtA^MSTRONG,
~--------- aUU

. THREE OPINIONS. -;
n ^—^— -nfi 77

A fisherman lied for the fun of tj^ ^ing, 
A miser to gain a half crown, te,/

A priest, because he thought it woidd bring 
Glory to God and himself renown."

Now, classmates, who was the worst of the three— 
I mean, who was the worst liar? ^

Little Johnny, with eyes all atwii&lh'iwith glee, 
Softly answered: “The friar.” A ;,f

Jacob, who sometimes goes fishing himself— 
But never on Sunday, you see— .

Thought the miser, to lie for the gaining of pelf, 
Was by all odds the worst of the three.

But Janey, whose uncle is a priest— 
And a rather penurious one— .

Thought the angler about as bad as a beast, ..
To lie for nothing but fun. ’ ' ..

As only three of t]ie class replied, ’ 
And each saw in different light, 

It fell, of course, for me to decide— .
I thought little Johnny was right ’

A liar is measured by what he intends;
The first wronged himself and his rod,

. The second wronged himself and his friends. 
The third wronged his coun

Bangor, Wash.

Chicago, Ill., April 21, 1898.
A mass convention of Spiritualists 

will be held tjpder the auspices of the 
State Association, at Bloomington, Ill., 
beginning Saturday, May 14, and last­
ing through Sunday, May 15. An excel­
lent programme, now being prepared 
for the occasion will appear In a later 
issue of The Progressive Thinker. Lo­
cal preparations for entertaining a 
large number of visitors are also under 
way. Generous representation from 
easily accessible points is expected.

Spiritualists outside of Chicago, who 
desire the presence of one or more offi­
cers of the State Association and such 
talent as they can command, for ail- 
day Sunday services, are asked to ad­
vise the secretary at Fulton, Ill., nam­
ing three most convenient dates.

Chicago societies wishing visits from 
the State Board, will communicate with 
the president, at 3402 Prairie avenue.

The fee for ordination was fixed at 
ten dollars. Applicants therefor must 
be properly endorsed by a chartered so­
ciety and a notice of their request will 
be published, which will state the date 
fixed for final action thereon.

The charter fee for auxiliary societies 
is five dollars.

Seven or more persons, representing 
' three or more families, may apply for a 
charter.

Constitutions and By-Laws may be 
obtained from the secretary.

GEO. B. WARNE, Pres.
- Ill. S. S. Asso’n.
• MARTIN H. ^jlcGRATH, Sec’y.

Belvidere Seminary.
Belvidere; Seminary Is a pleasant, 

healthy, home-like place for children 
during the summer months. Kind and 
impartial treatment guaranteed to all. 
Terms moderate. Address BELLE

"Origin of Life, or Where Man Comes 
From.” “The Evolution of the Spirit 
from Matter Through Organic Pro­
cesses, or How the Spirit Body Grows.” 
By Michael Faraday, Price 10 cents. 
For sale at this office. .

'•Edith Bramley’s Vision.” Vivid de­
scription of a Jesuit spirit conclave 
together with Wresting corroborative 
testimony. Print 16 cents. For sale at 
this office.

“Thomas Paine: Was He Junius?* 
An interesting pamphlet by Wm. EL 
Burr. Price 15 cents. For sale at thia

"Religious and Theological Works of 
Thomas Paine.” Contains his celebrated 
“Age of Reason,” and a number of let. 
ters and discourse's on religious and the. 
^logical subjects. Cloth binding, 430 
pages. Price IL For sale at this office.
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Seybert replied, “I
am sorry to say
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grandfather great-grandfathers.REGARDING ART MAGIC.

Coleman Sellers Is in closetion.

CANNOT BE CRUSHED.

UNPARALLELED OFFER.

HERE WE ARE AGAIN

SIGNS OF THE NEW DAWN.Sellers himself wrote on aons.

READ THESE TERMS.

unanimously made president,again
thoroughly shoshowing how

to tho“The Relation of the

and MaiVennum

Dr. Coleman Sellers gave a a interest­
ing talk before the Social Science Sec­
tion of the New Century Club, on 
“Spiritual Manifestations and How to

pOMMENTS BY PROF. LOOKWOOD.
The "talk." of Dr. Coleman Sellers be­

fore tbe Social Science Section of the 
New Century Club, as reported in a re-

Sellers, as is

ba demonstrated, what of a God 
has never been demonstrated; a

that “he had no intention

Reynolds of Venango County, Pa, 
Me at this office. -Price 15c. |j-

some of the most profound philoso'

of disabusing him of that belief, but 
that he should place no confidence Ju
the mediums." “ ' - - •

tone, tor Spiritualists. Such in 
lound to exclude some of the

before I leave this world.’ ”. Dr. Bel-

at con- 
less of

that 
God

Spiritualism has, ever since its in­
ception, been loaded down with the 
burdens of enmity, Jealousy and mis­
representation, as well as with fakirs; 
in fact, to the casual observer now it 
would often seem that one more straw 
would prostrate the whole system. The 
enmity and. jealousy have almost in­
variably come through the narrow 
channels of the various creeds nnd dog­
mas from which Spiritualism has 
always drawn so strongly in making 
Independent thinkers of minds thus 
hampered; not always is this true, but 
the facts are, in the majority of in­
stances, the creedal instillations will not 
leak out as soon as people become con­
vinced of the truth of spirit return, and 
usually the first effort is to try to make 
the old and the new assimilate.

So many have come Into Spiritualism 
with their Bibles and creeds under 
their arms, hoping to find a higher con­
solation for their tired souls, weary 
with the fears for tlieir future welfare, 
and have invariably found at the first 
step the knowledge of immortality oulj’ 
previously grasped by their imagina­
tions.

In many respects one coincides with 
the other, but here is a Baptist who 
believes in certain commands of some 
old Bible patriarch, and here is a Pres­
byterian who believes in others, a 
Methodist in another, and so on, and 
they get together and try to erect a 
creed large enough to cover all these 
childish ideas instilled by their respec­
tive early teachings, those of their

Ghost Laud up to June 1, on its present 
terms.

If you wish to get Ghost Land as a 
gift, you had better send In your $1.12 
at once or you will lose the only oppor­
tunity you will probably ever have at 
this rate.

Art Magic will be ready for distribu­
tion June 1, but orders sent in now will 
be put on file and filled immediately 
after that date.

One dollar and twenty cents ($1.20) 
will get The Progressive Thinker for 
one year find Art Magic. All orders 
placed on file after tbe date of this 
paper will entitle the subscriber to Art 
Magic. No order will be filed without 
tbe accompanying $1.20.

that no one has yet seen—the un­
knowable and unseeable?

Wo believe in Immortality, not be­
cause the Bible or anyone tells us it 
was true a few thousand years ago, 
but because those with whom wq 
walked and talked here on earth, and 
who have gone from our mortal sight, 
come back to our sight, and hearing, 
and feeling and prove it to us as con­
clusively as it is possible for us to 
know anything.

So far Spiritualism has organized 
upon this broad and far-reaching basis, 
nnd it would certainly prove very un­
fortunate, probably disastrous, to take 
steps towards creedalization, steps 
backward at this stage of its progress.

No body of people can to-day meet 
and declare certain principles to which 
all others must and will subscribe.

As to our rights, if they cannot now 
be bad from the basis of common rea­
son and human justice, let us keep up 
the fight for that common cause, or­
ganized and individually, until we get 
them, each with the unselfish aim of 
the greatest good to all, and they are 
bound to be gained in tbe end. If 
rights cannot be Insured to us because 
they are ours as a free people, with the 
“right to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” and to worship or not 
worship a God, according to the dic­
tates of our own consciences, let us go 
to the brink of our graves upon this 
side before men and come out upon the 
brink before spirits in spirit-life with 
the knowledge that we are doing and 
have done our duty according to tbe 
dictates of onr own consciences to­
wards the advancement of that great 
principle of the brotherhood of man 
and the progress of all our fellow­
beings, according to each the right to 
think and act for himselLand herself, 
unbound by creed or dogma of our 
sanction or origination. ,

Christianity came Into the world with 
a creed, a Bible and an envious, jealous, 
barbarous God; through priestcraft, 
self-anointed, and self-appointed saints, 
and wise men with the torch, the 
thumbscrew and rack and other de­
vices of torture for those who dared 
dispute or even think in disobedience 
of their decrees, and many of us who 
only know the church and its creeds 
and dogmas from history, are baund to 
be haunted with these terrifying his­
toric data whenever our broad, lib­
erating and progressive cause becomes 
associated with the Idea of creed or 
anything resembling a creed.

If, to make a religious organization is 
our object, surely we must insert some 
kind of a Gad—an Oversoul, an All­
Wise intelligence, a Supreme Being— 
and how Inconsistent of us to oppose 
the placing in the National Constitution 
some-kind of a God. No, it is claimed 
that would be the means of forcing 
Agnostics, who are as conscientious in 
their non-belief in a God as the Curls-

. _ never hud any; I 
found they had been cheating me.” He 
made au exception, however, of the me­
dium they were then to see.

The subjects of Improvement, ad­
vancement and spiritual progress ought 
never to grow old or tiresome to a true 
Spiritualist, and if there is any one 
thing more than another that The Pro­
gressive Thinker takes pride in it is the 
matter of improvement, advancement 
and progress being made in the whole 
Spiritualistic movement. To the accom­
plishment of this result there is nothing 
more potent than the live, wide-awake 
press that leaves no stone unturned and 
no sepulcher closed that will aid in 
bringing out all the truth there is to 
prove tbe statements, the declarations 
of its basic philosophy.

REASON AND TRUTH.
Reason is only potent when on the 

side of truth. Wisdom can be naught 
without the truth at its base. Religion 
may, if eloquently and -hypnotically 
presented, take hold upon /he minds of 
tlie people temporarily, but if not based 
upon a knowable fact It must fall of its 
own weakness. '

"The Watseka Wonder.” To thio stu­
dent of psychic phenomena, thia pam­
phlet is Intensely interesting. It gives 
detailed accounts of two cases of “double 
consciousness?! namely Mary Lurancy

Whether ’Twere Best to be Bound by Articles of Faith 
Left Free with Our Own Consciences,

This Is the oldest society in the city 
nnd Is large and nourishing. It still 
holds its meetings at Howard's Hall, 
3001 Olive street, where it has met for 
so many years, that it is frequently re­
ferred to as as tho Howard Hall So­
ciety. Last season it adopted the plan 
of employing a permanent speaker and 
throwing open Its meeting free to all, 
and It has proved so satisfactory that 
it is to be continued during thc coming 
season, and the present speaker, Mr. 
Thos. Grimshaw, has been reengaged.

Tlie Golden Jubilee of Modern Spirit­
ualism was celebrated on Sunday, April 
3, the entire day being devoted to that 
purpose. In tho morning an appropri­
ate lecture was delivered, and in tlie af­
ternoon the Children's Progressiva Ly­
ceum honored tho great event with 
sweet songs aud beautifully-rendered 
selections. In tho evening a general 
conference meeting was held, at which 
representative Spiritualists of tne city, 
including delegates from other socie­
ties made brief addresses which aroused 
tho highest interest and evoked most- 
generous applause. Some of the best 
singers in St. Louis were present, who 
from time to time poured forth a flood 
of delightful melodics which gladdened 
the hearts of all. The hall was taste­
fully decorated through the efforts of 
the Woman's Benevolent Aid Society 
and the Children's Progressive Lyceum 
with many banners aud an abundance 
of flowers, which with the thrilling 
songs and eloquent speeches and bright 
Interested faces of the audience which 
crowded the auditorium to its utmost 
capacity, made it a gala occasion, long 
to be remembered. One novelty which 
aroused great interest and attention, 
was an exhibition of Spiritual products 
such as writings on slates, paintings, 
etc., obtained under test conditions, and 
loaned by their owners to the society.

The regular lecture season closes the 
last Sunday in April. The Lyceum will 
hold its sessions until June. The me­
dium's meeting at 3 p. m., will continue 
through thc summer. The regular Sun­
day morning and evening lectures and 
the afternoon exercises of the Lyceum 
will be resumed on the first Sunday of 
September.

The Woman’s Benevolent Aid So­
ciety. the efficient auxiliary of this as­
sociation Is in a highly prosperous con­
dition, and affords most substantial 
support to our beloved cause. At a 
recent election Mrs. Kate Hewson was

gained tbe confidence of all the mem­
bers. MRS. EMMA FOX.

St. Louis, Mo.

Where, when or by whom, aside from 
former premiums offered by The Pro­
gressive Thinker, has there ever before 
been such remarkable offers made to 
the Spiritualistic public in the matter 
of high-grade literature that have been 
up to their representation? We are 
obliged to make this slight difference 
between the price of The Progressive 
Thinker and Ghost Lnud and The Pro­
gressive Thinker and Art Magic, owing 
to tlie advance in tbe material of which 
the latter Is composed. It makes but a 
few cents difference on each book, but 
to the one who furnishes ten or twelve 
thousand books it makes quite a per­
ceptible deficit, and the offer still re­
mains unparalleled.

Send in your orders now and they 
will receive prompt attention.

Again do we call special atten­
tion to our terms: GHOST LAND 
special terms will end June 1st.

ART MAGIC will be ready for 
distribution June 1, and can be 
had by paying $1.20 and get The 
Progressive Thinker one year in 
the bargain.

By sending us $1.50 before the 
first ol June you can get The Pro­
gressive Thinker one year, Art 
Magic and Ghost Land.

cent number of the Philadelphia Bulle­
tin, upon “The Tricks of Mediums,” is 
wonderfully interesting reading to the, 
ordinary’ student of psychic phenom­
ena, and as time advances will show 
what a profound grasp this gentleman 
has, mentally, upon the relation of hu­
man conscious volition to intellectual 
processes, and to “mental modes of mo­
tion” in general. The sublime comedy 
of the occasion, of an audience of “So­
cial Scientists” being entertained an 
hour by an exposition of a sleight-of- 
hand performer, and that such perform­
ance was submitted as the key that un­
locks the correlations of conscious 
thought, with Its electro affinities for 
matter, is a farce of most gigantic pro­
portions; and outranks as a mental 
freak, the ideals of the magistrate of 
Knickerbocker fame, who, iu his con­
ception of legal equity, weighed iu a 
pair of scales the evidence submitted 
by civic disputants, and the party that 
had tlie largest volume of evidence es­
timated In pounds, won the suit. The 
magistrate mentioned in this instance 
had been a “green grocer” in former 
years, and his eoncdptlon of “the 
proper thing” in civic affairs, took on 
tlje coloring of his habit as a grocer;, 
and expressed itself in pounds and 
ounces.

Dr. Sellers, with analogous mental 
bent, and intellectual probity, sees only 
in mediumship and the eo-relation of 
mental energy the ghosts aud goblins of 
the "black art” and trickery. That Dr. 
Sellers ("the eminent engineer”), like 
the Dutch magistrate alluded to, ean 
not rise out of the realm of necromancy 
aud his schooled Intuitions in his decis­
ion as a member of an important com­
mittee is proven not only in the lecture 
noted in the Bulletin, but In his record 
as one of the Seybert Commission as 
well.

His egotistical desire to pose as the 
Moses and Aaron of the commission re­
calls so vividly to mind the seance of 
snakes recorded in Pharaoh’s time, 
Hint we reproduce this sacred testi­
mony whieh seems to indicate that in 
that ancient time, miracle, sorcery and 
trickery were the fountains In which 
conceptions of right aud moral equity 
were horn. In this respect, and in 
method of analysis and logical induc-

well known, was one of the members 
of the commission appointed under the 
terms of the will of the late Henry Sey­
bert to investigate the phenomena of 
Spiritualism, the report of which was 
made to the University of Pennsyl­
vania. the trustee of the fund. It is 
not so well known that the eminent en­
gineer is one of the best sleight-of-hand 
experts in the country, aud there are 
but few tricks of the prestidigitateurs 
that he has not literally at his fingers’ 
ends. He has been from his youth up 
an amateur Investigator of the “black 
art,” and has himself invented many of 
the tricks with which professionals 
mystify their audiences. He may be 
said to have inherited his talent for ob­
servation, for it was his father who 
studied out the secret of the “perpet­
ual motion” machine whieh a charlatan 
exhibited in Philadelphia and other 
iu the early part of the century, and 
which a committee of the Legislature 
was appointed to investigate, so great 
was the excitement whieh it created. 
He exposed the trick, which had es­
caped the scrutiny of all other expert 
mechanicians. A model of this machine 
is now in the Franklin Institute.

Dr. Sellers began liis address by dis­
claiming any intention of saying any­
thing against Spiritualism as a cult or 
as a religion. He said he knows many 
people who believe firmly in the possi­
bility of communicating with those 
who have gone before us into the other 
world, and .he had no desire to disturb 
their belief. His knowledge of the sub­
ject extended back to the first appear­
ance of the Fox girls, who started the 
movement, and produced raps or 
knocks. He met them when they were 
vbry young, and had an intimate ac- 
qualntance with one of their pupils, 
who was taught how to make the raps, 
and the same year she was made a 
writing medium. She abandoned the 
business in disgust a year afterwards.

He referred to his connection with 
the Seybert Commission ,and said he 
had often been asked whether the 
Commission would make any further 
report. After the first report was pub­
lished it was impossible to induce any 
professional medium to appear before 
the commission. Those who did appear 
were received with entire fairness. He 
did not believe there was a man living 
who would not be willing to admit the 
truth of Spiritualism if be could be con­
vinced that there was any truth in the 
exhibitioiis made by the mediums. He 
had watched tlie progress of this cult 
for fifty years, and bud met with noth­
ing but falsity and trickery iu the pro­
fessional mediums that had come be­
fore him and tliat bad come to him and 
sold him tlie secrets of tlieir tricks.

He was acquainted with the late 
Henry Seybert, who, iu bls will, left 
money to the University to investigate 
the subject of Spiritualism. Seybert, 
on oue occasion, came to him to see a 
prominent medium. Before going lie 
gave Mr. Seybert a seance at Ills own 
house, showing liim slate-writing and 
other tricks, and Mr. Seybert said it 
was the most satisfactory performance 
he ever witnessed. Dr. Sellers told him 
the spirits had nothing lo do with it, 
and Mr. Seybert went away with this 
remarkable expression: “Mr. Sellers, if 
you convince me that all the mediums 
are false, that there is no possibility of 
myjtaving communication with my 

•.father and mother in the other world, 
I must drift back to Infidelity. I can­
not believe I was an infidel before I 
took up Spiritualism; I am not an infi­
del now, but I believe there is a here­
after; I believe that I enn some day or 
other have communication with my 
father aud mother before I leave this 
world.”

Dr. Sellers replied that lie had no In­
tention of disabusing.him of that be­
lief, but that he should place no eonfi- 
dence in the mediums. Mr. Seybert re­
plied: “I am sorry to say I never had 
any. I found they had been cheating 
me." He made an exception, however, 
of (he medium they were then to see.

Dr. Sellers called attention to a curi- 
. ous fact in relation to mediums and 
- gamblers, and that is their pretended 

ignorance of any of tlie devices prtic- 
need in their art. He related liis expe­
rience with gamblers on the Western 
river steamboats in the early days 
when one of the greatest gamblers on 
the Ohio expressed great wonderment 
at Mr. Sellers' few card tricks. The 
tricks of mediums do not require much 
Sleight-of-hand, he said; the most im­
portant thing is faith on the part of the 
observer.

Dr. Sellers gave an exhibition to llius- 
trate tbe Importance ot watching the 
slightest and apparently the most un­
important motions of a medium, or 
prestidigitator in the performance of 
his tricks. He described the method by 
Which Slade, one of the best-known 
slate-writing mediums, answered ques­
tions on a slate held under a table by 
both Slade and his visitor, with a glass 
of water on the slate. He referred to 
the experience of tbe Seybert Commis­
sion. with mediums professing to read 
writing Inside of unopened envelopes, 
find explained the method of each me­
dium, some of them being very ingenl-

Splrltualism is simply a fact, a know­
able truth, and cannot be crushed by 
any amount of slander and misrepre­
sentation; by all the fraud, and charla­
tanry and exposures of fraud and char­
latanry; by all the1 individual di­
vergences and intricate "and almost 
unsolvable problems along the line and

Status of the St. Louis Spin 
itual Association.

blackboard words which Mrs. Colton, 
rhe chairman, had written on a card 
and sealed up in an envelope, writing 
them upside down.

Before Slade appeared before the 
Commission, Maskelyn, the magician 
and proprietor of Egyptian Hall, Lon­
don. had unmasked him. Dr. Sellers 
knew exactly bow Slade would proceed. 
The only mistake tbe doctor made was 
tn putting his hand on one place on 
Slade's table accidentally. The next 
day Slade came with another table.

Dr. Sellers allowed himself to be tied 
like the Davenport Brothers in their 
cabinet trick, and without any cabinet 
seemed to have no difficulty in freeing 
himself from triply tied knots, or get­
ting into them again. He exhibited a 
large ebony ball, with a hole through it, 
through which he ran a small string, 
and made the ball rise or fall perpen­
dicularly on the string apparently at 
jwlll. This be had exhibited to one of 
the greatest physicists in the world as 
an evidence that matter could be 
made light or heavy, after the manner 
of Crookes’ experiments. While the 
physicist could not accept the conclu­
sions, he was not sufficiently skilled as 
an observer to see how it was done. Dr, 
Sellers did the same thing with a large 
apple. The talk was listened to with 
deep Interest br tbe members and 
guests of the club, with which ths hall 
was filled.

And yet it seems a little strange that 
after so satisfactory an expose (accord­
ing to Dr. Sellers) and after so frank an 
announcement on the part of Mr. Sey­
bert tliat “he never had any confidence 
in mediums,” that he should leave so 
large a sum of money to investigate 
Spiritualistic phenomena. It will ap­
pear to the close reasoner, that Mr. 
Seybert must have changed his opinion 
of the value of Dr. Sellers’ tricks, as an 
expose of phenomena occurring through 
mediumship, to leave $45,000 to thor­
oughly investigate the claims upon 
whieh Spiritualism rests.

In this lecture before tlie New Century 
Club, “Dr. Sellers called attention to a 
curious fact iu relation to mediums and 
gamblers, and that is, their pretended 
ignorance of any of the devices prac­
ticed in their art. He related his expe- 
rienee with gamblers on the Western 
river steamboats in the early days 
when one of the greatest gamblers on 
the Ohio expressed great wonderment 
at Mr. Sellers'. few card tricks. The 
tricks of mediums do not require much 
sleight-of-hand, he said; the most im­
portant thing is faith on the part of the 
observer.”

This paragraph just quoted is suffi­
cient to discover the sublime egotism 
of the man who in "the early days” 
could give the gamblers on the muddy 
Ohio river steamboats, “points,” at­
tracting tlieir wonderment and admira­
tion, and who in recent time, like the 
ass in Esop’s fable, is trying to wear 
the lion skin of intellectual acumen, 
seemingly to be entirely oblivious that 
his assiulne bray on the Seybert Com­
mission has revealed not only his ears, 
but his mental cerebrum as well, and 
that he and the Commission have be­
come the laughing-stock of the scien­
tific world.

History will yet record that it was 
unfortunate that sueh an investigation 
us that prescribed in the formula of the 
Seybert will, should be placed in the 
hands of a commission which was un­
able to rise higher in their estimation 
of psychic phenomena, than to place it 
in the realm of the “black art," and the 
necromancy of the professional presti­
digitators.

That the University of Pennsylvania 
should desire to place in this commis­
sion, a man whose, scholastic eminence 
runs in the direction of sleight-of-hand 
tricks, and the lore peculiar to tlie gam­
bler’s art, affords a grim and ridiculous 
commentary upon the university itself, 
for its ability to carry on the investiga­
tion of the data submitted iu the Sey­
bert will.

If civilization desires to know how a 
picture of the dog-star Sirius, with its 
surrounding nebula and planets are af­
fined to the photographer’s dry plate, 
as is seen in experiments in our astro­
nomical observatories, why get the 
trickster who claims to have invented a 
sleight-of-hund trick—be is acquainted 
with “presto,change,” transference, and 
can tell you all about it. If you want 
to know how thought as a mode of mo­
tion is transmitted through u thousand 
miles of telephone wire, secure thc ser­
vices of a "professional," who pretends 
to take a dry good store and grocery 
out of your hat—he is the proper cult 
because acquainted with “modes of mo­
tion.” If you want to know how 
thought and vocal speech are stored in. 
matter, as is witnessed in graphophoue 
and other experiments, don't lose a 
moment's time iu calling in the man 
who can draw whisky, wine or beer 
from the same jug. He is thc man who 
knows—some things.

If you are asked how thought as a 
conscious energy can be sent across the 
continent, and correctly received and 
interpreted by the receiving psychic, as 
lias been witnessed in more than a 
thousand instances, and books contain­
ing these data cun be seen at thc 
Franklin Institute, Phihii ' Iphia, don’t 
consult those who have made this re­
search, but consult the man who has 
navigated the Western rivers with 
gamblers on a steamboat—he can turn 
up the card that reveals ull such tricks.

But If you wish to know how writing 
appeared at Belshazzar’s feast In for­
mer times, or how It appears on slates, 
paper nnd articles of modern times, if 
you wish to know bow in the co-rela- 
tlons of nature’s elements aud energies 
life beyond the grave is co-related to 
the mortal plane by "invisible modes of 
motion,” don't ask such men in tbe va­
rious departments of science as Wal­
lace., Varley, Barrett, Gregory, Feehner 
and Fichte, don’t consult such mental 
freaks as Flammarlon, Challis, Crookes 
nnd hundreds of other distinguished 
savants of modern times, but lose no 
time to see the one great intellect of 
the age—the man who poses ns the 
wonderful sleight-of-hand trickster nnd 
necromancer of tlie Seybert Commis­
sion. He is n living exponent of some 
peculinr freaks, in "modes of mental 
motion.” and the University of Penn­
sylvania appointed this giant Intellect 
to investigate one of tbe most subtle 
principles and facts ot nature—that of 
the co-rclatlons of conscious energy be­
yond the grave, to the mortal plane. 
How sublimely he rose to tbe occasion 
is manifest by the way he can deceive 
you in a slate-writing trick, or in the 
shuffling of a deck of cards. And last, 
though not least, he has got the cheek 
to stand before an intelligent audience 
and brag about it.

W. M. LOCKWOOD.

touch and sympathy with the acts and 
sentiments of the ancient Aaron. In­
deed, if 1 were a believer lu the doc­
trines of theosophy and reincarnation, 
1 could more readily think that Dr. Sel­
lers was a veritable reincarnation of 
the magician Aaron, rod and all, than 
to believe tliat he has any profound con­
ception of human consciousness, us the 
entity tliat grows great or small, in pro­
portion as it is capable of being im­
pressed by tlie invisible modes of mo­
tion belonging to its environment.

“And Moses and Aaron went in unto 
Pharaoh aud they did so as the Lord 
had commanded; and Aaron cast down 
his rod before Pharaoh, and before his 
servants, and it became a serpent.

“Then Pharaoh also called the wise 
and the sorcerers; now the magicians 
of Egypt, they also did in like manner 
with their enchantments.
. “For they cast down every man his 
rod and they became serpents; but 
Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.” 
-Ex. vil: 10-12.

Dr. Sellers, on one occasion "gave 
Mr. Seybert a seance in his own house, 
showing him slate-writing aud other 
tricks, and Mr. Seybert said it was the 
most satisfactory performance he ever 
witnessed.” So we uro left to Infer, 
that Dr. Sellers’ tricks in the estima­
tion of Mr. Seybert "swallowed up,” 
and were more remarkable than any of 
tbe tricks of mediums. Ergo, nil phe­
nomena, occurring through mediumship 
are tricks. This is the inference drawn 
by the excogitation of this eminent lo­
gician and reasoner.

Tlie recurring testimony of a thou­
sand scholars, thinkers, investigators, 
the declarations of hundreds of distin­
guished scientists, philosophers and 
conservative Investigators, that "they 
liave witnessed true phenomena,” have 
no weight in the opinions of this com­
mission. no place in social science, be­
cause Dr. Coleman Sellers can perform 
some tricks in legerdemain, equally as 
mysterious and misleading to the popu­
lar mind, as the supposed trieks of me­
diums. Besides, Dr. Sellers once met 
Hie Fox girls, but at what time or place, 
or at what age they were, when he had 
this honor, he does not state. Further­
more. he had an "intimate acquaintance 
with one of their pupils who was 
taught how to make the raps, and the 
same year she (this intimate acquaint­
ance) was made u writing medium." 
and tbe next year, "she abandoned the 
business in disgust.”

As tlie Fox girls. Margaret and Kate, 
were only 9 and 11 years of age when 
the phenomena of tbe raps attracted 
the attention of the country at large, 
and as these raps came upon doors, 
windows, ceiling, floors, down cellar and 
upstairs, when the girls were sitting 
quietly in tlie room, or were in bed, and 
these phenomena were noted by hun­
dreds of investigators who called upon 
tlie Fox family for the purpose of in­
vestigating, and as these facts are in 
tbe report of the committee of investi­
gation ((see Lib. U. K., Art Spiritual­
ism), this wholesale statement of Dr. 
Sellers, made without dates, name, 
time or place, can be taken, not only 
with a grain of salt, but as reckless 
speech.

As to the Doctor’s “intimate acquaint­
ance” who learned how to make the 
raps, and “was made a writing medi­
um.” if she went into this schooling, 
knowing that it was a trick, and that 
deceit was its intent, she was a willing 
perjurer and liar; pretending to get 
from the spirit world, messages that 
were not true, and which she knew 
were not true.

As for the raps she was taught how 
to make, if they did not occur as did 
the raps at Hydesville, she was an im­
postor in this also. It is said that “like 
attracts like, even in the realms of 
Pluto.” Hence it is not so wonderful 
that the Doctor should have an “Inti­
mate acquaintance” of this kind; but 
that the testimony of such a schooled 
trickster and perjurer as this Intimate 
acquaintance is valuable in a tribunal 
of integrity or in the arena of science, 
will be disputed by all fair-minded 
jurists. After Dr. Sellers had given 
Mr. Seybert the slate-writing and other 
tricks, he told him that “the spirits had 
nothing to do with it,” and “Mr. Sey­
bert went away with this remarkable 
expression,'*Mr. Sellers, if you convince 
me that all the mediums are false, that 
there Is no possibility of my having 
communication with my father and 
mother, In the other world, I must drift 
back to infidelity. I cannot believe I 
was an Infidel before I took up Spirit­
ualism; I am not an infidel now, but I 
believe there Is a hereafter; I believe 
that I can some day or other have com­
munication with my father and mother

with a neat and invaluable work, a 
book of nearly four hundred pages, 
beautifully bound and plainly printed 
on clear book paper, and from type 
large enough to rest the eye from the 
strain necessary to obtain the current 
news from the secular press of to-day, 
large enough to read at_nlght without 
injury to the eyes.

THANKS FOR PAST FAVORS.
We have Doming but words express­

ive of the highest appreciation for the 
manner in which the Spiritualists of the 
country received our last premium 
book, Ghost Land. We appreciate their 
eagerness manifest from ^ie first in 
procuring that most wonderful work, 
and as we know each onte who has been 
so lucky has received more than his 
money’s worth many times over, It is 
only with a feeling of thankfulness, 
hope and implicit confidence that we 
present to you this, our; latest publica­
tion. Thankful our effort has resulted 
in affording a means to a higher spirit­
ual education for the masses, hoping 
for a continuation of-th'e Interest in our 
liberal offers wc present ART MAGIC 
to the public with all confidence' in Its 
power, as a literary work, to give the 
perfect satisfaction that has been so 
enthusiastically expressed, privately 
and for publication, of Ghost Land.

TERMS FOR ART MAGIC.

ART MAGIC AND GHOST LAND.
Art Magic is a companion to Ghost 

Land, written by the same author and 
issued by tlie same editor, Emma Har­
dinge Britten, and until the first of 
June we will furnish The Progressive 
Thinker aud Ghost Land at once, and 
Art Magic as soon as published, for 
$1.50. We will also continue sending

REMEMBER that all orders must 
be accompanied by tlieir requi­
site amounts, viz:

ART MAGIC and The Progress­
ive Thinker One Year, $1.20.

ART MAGIC, Ghost Land and 
The Progressive Thinker One

- Year, $1.50.
GHOST LAND and The Progress­

ive Thinker One Year $1.12, 
■ The last two offers not good af 
ter the First of June.

within thc outstretched arms of its 
many themes, theories and philoso­
phies; by all the burdening barnacles of 
destruction that have become attached 
by reason of selfish desires and aims; 
of this be assured, but we must not for­
get tliat the wheels of progress will not 
turn tf the machinery Is not cleaned up 
once in a while nnd oiled; if man fails 
in his duty, the machinery of which he 
is a very important part will lag, and 
the progress that is his will be slow.

OUR PROMISE FULFILLED.
We have promised the readers of 

The Progressive Thinker, each time we 
have given them something new, that 
it would not be the last or the largest 
donation that would be made to the 
cause and to their own personal com­
pilation of valuable literature, so

There’s a moving of the nations, 
There are signs on every hand, 

That the sons of earth are waking 
To behold the Borderland.

Men of science now are seeking 
For the light that gleams afar 

From beyond the hills of morning 
Where the souls immortal are.

They have heard the music sounding 
From the fair angelic choirs,

Where the grand celestial anthems 
Roll beyond earth’s funeral pyres,

And they seek the pathway thither 
Through the mazes of the mind; ' 

Still “no royal road to heaven"
Do the seekers ever find.

There are deeper depths to fathom, 
There are higher heights to climb, 

Ere we roam the fields elyslan 
Of the wisdom-heights sublime.

ERNEST S. GREEN.

The result is failure, dissension, en­
mity, Jealousy and the consequent tur­
moil in the ranks.

Through The Progressive Thinker 
there have come and no doubt will 
come many more suggestions along 
this line, some of them very logical in 
part and Illogical in part; some of them 
bear the ear-marks of old theology with 
remarkable transparency.

What is the need of a creed, other 
Ilian mere articles of incorporation, 
binding ourselves into a brotherhood of 
workers for a common cause, under­
stood aud interpreted to each oue bj 
his and her own conscience?

Thore is a common cause, a principle 
that is common to all, viz: The uplift­
meat of humanity and the unfoldment 
of self. This the mere knowledge of 
immortality and the possibility of spirit 
return, brings to us individually. Each 
may have individual ideas us to the 
best methods for performing Oils inis- 
^jon, tlie same as they may differ re­
garding tlie great instrumentality or 
power behind the necessity for such act 
or mission, but that does not wipe 
away the fact that the principle is 
rlglit. No matter what is behind each 
lo urge on to duty in the higher mis­
sion, there Is the conscience through 
which come these promptings and also 
the fact that in union there Is strength. 
Therefore, the need of some kind of or­
ganization must be obvious lo all, but 
let that organization be of tbe most 
liberal, concise and yet the broadest 
character so far as a constitution or 
articles of incorporation, or even dec­
laration of principles are concerned.

To become a religious institution for 
dip--purpose of obtaining rates on rall- 
rhads or securing Justice before the 
laws of our land, would be to yield to 
the power of bigotry and prejudice at 
the expense of principle; and the world 
will think no more of us, nor as well, 
for such cowardice. Then, too, to be­
come a religious organization according 
to tho accepted meaning of the word, 
will necessitate the belief in some kind 
of a God, and here is where the 
dilemma will come—to find a God to 
suit all. He must be of both genders 
and neuter; It must be au Ovorsoul, an 
Innersoul, and an Over-body; They, the 
dual and triune Gods, must be Sunday 
Gods, because humanity needs rest one 
day in seven, and we must grant each 
one the right to choose his Sunday and 
not trespass upon some other in­
dividual’s Sunday; then He must be a 
no-Sunday God, and so on,ad infinitum; 
and as Spiritualism is supposed to be 
founded upon solid facts, facts that can

Material Universe. The L<w of Spirit 
Control” By Michael Faraday. Price 
13 cent*. Bw Bale at this office.

"Bible and Chureh Degrade Woman.” 
By Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Comprises 
three brief essays, on Tho Effect of 
Woman Suffrage on Questions of Mor­
als and Religion; The Degraded Status 
of Woman In the Bible; The Christian 
Church and Woman; written in Mrs. 
Stanton’s usual trenchant style. For 
sale at this offlce. Price 10 cents.

"From Night to Morn, or An Appeal 
to the Baptist Church.” By Abby A. 
Judson. Gives an account of her experi­
ence In passing from the old faith of her 
parents to the light and knowledge of 
Spiritualism. It Is written In a sweet 
spirit, and Is well adapted to place In 
the bands of Christian people. Price 
15 cents.

"The Infidelity of Ecclesiasticism, 
A Menace to American Civilization.” 
By Prof. Ws M. Lockwood, lecturer 
upon physical, physiological and psy­
chic science. Demonstrator of the mo­
lecular or spiritual hypothesis of na­
ture. Scholarly, masterly, trenchant- 
Erice 25 "centa For sale at this offlde,
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““lent, mystical myths, to say: 

Let them go, we can get along with­
out them; we must not cease our work 
of construction and reconstruction be­
cause we are opposed by a few who do 
not agree with the many.” But the fact 
is, you who think those who cannot 
subscribe to a creed are so few and far 
between, and will sometime “grow 
into Such ideas whop u successful of- 
gumzatlon Is instituted on those prin­
ciples, will find that to grow means to 

off the old aud '“k* 011 <he new. 
fl bls matter of growth lu syeu from 

^l’ eyes, aud no two seo it exactly 
alike. People who have followed In 
line of thought for years, the teachings 
ot a re-embodiment lecturer have that 
as tbeir siamhud of growth, apd no one 
can grow unless toward that idea. 
'1‘eople who only reason from proof 
positive, take that as a standard ot 
glow|h and consider that an assertion 
based upon something only theoretical 
and not provable, shows a lack of 
growth. We are apt to absorb the Ideas 
of one teacher to the exclusion of many 
broader nnd deeper ideas, and this 
would become apparent, naturally, in 
the formation of A set of principles or 
creed. If they partook of a certain 
idea, as certain Individuals have been 
taught, assuredly those persons could 
subscribe to them, but the tendency to 
seetarhinlze becomes so apparent in 
sueh move as to make it very objec­
tionable to a groat majority. An egotist 
would deride those who oppose his or 
her Ideas, but the sensible philosopher 
weighs and measures all ideas that 
seem now and worthy. Lest we become 
egotists lu formulating a creed and de­
clare none to be .Spiritualists who do 
not subscribe to our principles, as must 
bo inferred when such method is 
adopted, we had better waive all such 
ideas, and with our Constitution and 
By-Laws as adopted by the National 
Association still remain philosophers,' 
liberal, broad and charitable reasoners 
upon a just and equitable business 
foundation, leaving each one’s con­
scientious intuitions to guide them in 
spiritual unfoldment and growth; 
without trying to surround them with 
the barbed wire of creedal restrictions 
and narrow criticisms, of censure and 
persecution. These all go hand In hand 
with platforms, and creeds, and dec­
larations of principles, for they all 
come under oue head. But if declara­
tion we must have in order to more 
strongly band together let us say; “Do 
right and be true to yourself."

DR. T. WILKINS.

tians are in their belief, and It 
be iu disregard of the aim of th: 
stltution, to protect all, .regard! 
religious beliefs. Just so with a 
or fifteen commandments that could bo 
concocted by man or written upon tab-

"Poems or Progress.” By Lizzie 
Doten. '-hr this volume, this peerless 
poet of Spiritualism may be read in her 
varied moods, “from grave to gay, from 
lively to severe.” It Is a book to be 
treasured and richly enjoyed by all who 
love genuine poetry, and especially by 
Spiritualists. The volume is tastily 
printed and bound. Price $L

"Progression, or How a Spirit Ad­
vances in Spirit-life.” “The Evolution 
of Man.” Two papers, given in tbe in­
terest of spiritual science, by Michael 
Faraday. Price 15 centa.

A Companion to Ghost Land 
That Is Its Equal In 

Every Way.

Tl+t TRICKS OF MEDIUMS
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The Occult Forces of Sex
BY LOIS WAISBROOKER.

VOLNEY’S RUINS
—AND—

MEDICAL LEGISLATION.

workers in our glorious

THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE'Woman, Cli'urcn and State.’

BY LOIS WAISBROOKER.

;<>^

E. Sheets, of Grand Ledge, 
conducted the funeral serv-

Jones, C. F. Leighton 
Simmons, of Haverhill, 
the “Star Spangled 
“America,” by Master

the 
am

corned.
Mrs. 

Santa 
taiued

and true 
cause!”

Mrs. A. 
Michigan,
ices of an aged • Spiritualist, D. A. 
Hewes, of Aliedon, Mich.,. who passed 
away April 15.

and Dr. W. H. 
The playing of 
Banner” and 

Knapp, roused

exceedingly satisfactory results 
way of spirit photographs, with

S. E. Vandegrlft writes from 
Barbara. Cal., of having ob-

To the Editor:—As a worker in 
cause of Spiritualism, I feel that I

Practical Advice to Opposers 
Thereof.

His Confessions Impeach His 
• Testimony.

By­Matilda Joslyn Gage. A royal volume,

THE SPIRITUALISTIC FIELD-ITS WORKERS, 
DOINGS, ETC.. THE WORLD OVER.

in the >..... -. ... . - ... ~ - -
Mr. Edward Wyllie, of Los Angeles.

Heve r?? P.rotriMd yourself tbe rare plcasura'i 
reading thia beautiful work by the good, old-uJ 
writer, Hudson Tuttle? Price, * cents. Contatoi 
flue portrait ot tho author. For sale at this office.

Tbi# admirable work consists of three pamphlel 
embodied In one volume, In which questions of grdl 
Importance to tho race are discussed from the staru 
point of an advanced social reformer. Price 
For sale at this office.

STARNOS.
ByDr.DellaE. Davli. A rosary of pearl* ci 

from the works of Andrew Jackson Davu. In£ 
for the light and lolace of ©very lorrowlnsr stricken heart. Price 50 cents. * «»™W

JOAN, THE MEDIUM

In Answer to the Article, 
■ “Almighty Dollar.”

THE SPIRITUAL BIRTH, 
OR DEATH AND ITS TO-MORROW. 

Tbe Spiritual Idea of Death, Heaven and Hell. M 
Moses Hull. This pamphlet besides giving the Sdtb 
RuaHetio Interpretation of many things in the Bible— 
Interpretation# never before given, explains the 
heavens and bells believed In by Spiritualists. Price. 
10 cents. For sale at this office.

By Lizzie Dotcm Those poems MB M o 
augar. Price 11.00, J3__  ~ *

The Development of the Spirit I 
After Transition. By the late M. Faraday. The ml 
Sin of religions, and their influence upon the mental 

evelopment of the humau race. Transcribed at 
request of a band of ancient Phllosop^M, Friaf

INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS
Before the New York Unitarian Club. Tbe brat time 
In Ue history ot tbe world lbat a Clirlattan Association 
ever invited a noted InOdcl io lecture before them 
The lecture la a grand one, and was received by tbe 
Club with continuous applause from beginning to end. 
Tbe pamphlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed. 
Price 0 cents; ten copies, so cents.

THE LAW OF NATURE
/. TO WHIOH IS ADDED A

THE SOUL,
Its Nature, Relation# and Expression In Human Kim 
bodlmenW. Given through Mrs. Cora L. V. Bic* 
mond, by her Guides. A book that every one who 
Interested in re-lncarnatlon should read. Price lUXL

By Rev. Isaac J. Lansing, M. A, Every 
should read iL price 11.00. _ .

Or Self-Justice.

Views of Our Heavenly Home, 1
By Andrew Jackson Davis. A iDitrfifitlni 

work. Price 75 cents. Postage 5 00n5/_

Out of the Depths Into the Light,
By Samuel Bowlei; Mra. Oarrla E. B. Twing 

dlum This little book will be read with Intense 
tereat by thousands. 1'rlee 25 cents. “

THE LIFE SHOULD BE PURE.

FOLLOWED BY SPIRITS.

IMPORTANT FACTS.

INADEQUACY OF TERRESTRIAL 
-LANGUAGE.

SALUTATION.

FACTS LIKE THESE—

RELIGION OF SPIRITUALISM.

RELIGION OF SPIRITUALISM.

SPIRITUALISM

THE VOICES.

8g

;5; - CONTRIBUTORS:-Each contributor 
ie alone responsible for any assertions 

"- or statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be- 
Hevlng that the cause of truth can be 

; best subserved thereby. Many of the 
; sentiments uttered lu an article may bo 

diametrically opposed to hls belief, yet 
: that is no reason why they should be 

suppressed. No one person has the 
, whole truth, hence kindly feelings 

■ should always be entertained for those 
q- who differ from you,_______ ________ _

“Chas. Bradlaugh’s Life and Writ­
ings. A Few Words About the Devil; 
and Other Essays. With the Story of 
Hls Life as told by himself, and the 
History of his Parliamentary Struggle.” 
With fine portrait. Paper, price 50c.

"The Woman’s Bible. Part II. 
Judges, Klugs, Prophets and Apostles.” 
Partakes of the same sententious, 
witty and wise character, as Vol. I., 
and all who were pleased with that will 
fie more thau pleased with Vol. II. 
Paper 50e.

"Three Journeys Around the World, 
or Travels in the Pacific Islands, New 
Zealand, Australia, Ceylon, India, 
Egypt and other Oriental Countries. 
In ou'e volume.” By J. M. Peebles, 
A, M., M. D., Ph. D. A royal volume, 
very Instructive aud of special value 
and interest to Spiritualists. Cloth, 
$1,50.

J. O. F. Grumbine ministers to the 
Woman’s Progressive Union, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., iu May. He lectures to private 
classes at 407 Franklin avenue, at Mr. 
W. J. Colville’s School of Psychology, 
beginning Muy 3, Tuesday, at 2:30 p. 
m., and 8 p. ni. Ills dates for class 
work at the college are Muy 3, 0,10, 13, 
17, 20, 24, 27 nt 2:30 and 8 p. m. His 
address in Brooklyn is 309 Greene ave. 
His lecture season opens in Chicago in 
June mill continues through July. Pro­
fessor Tatum will assist.

Any one knowing the address of 
Howard Ray, test medium, please com­
municate with Dr. J. JI. Temple, 3840 
Lake avenue, Chicago, 111.

Thos. M. Rittle, of Foley, Mo., wants 
a lecturer to come there.

Isa Wilson Kayner would like to 
make camp engagements for the com­
ing season. Address her at 8730 S. 
W’ood street, Chicago.

We are' pleased to learn tliat Dr. 
Juliet H. Severance is Improving in 
health aud hopes to be back at home 
again In Chicago, by June 1.

Mrs. L. A. MaBee, missionary and 
State Organizer, writes from Mesick, 
Mich.: “I have just closed a series of 
meetings at the Carpenter school house, 
In Wexford county, Mich., where I 
have organized a Spiritual Society of 
Psychical Research; also have made ar­
rangements to organize a lyceum, mak­
ing the sixth organization since lust No­
vember. I have also worked up and 
organized a camp association; camp­
meetlug to open the last day of July.”

Bankson Lake Camp will open July 
22, closing August 14, with a full corps 
of workers. All good mediums Invited. 
Those expecting to attend, send in 
names before tlie first of June to have 
them on printed programme. Address 
Leon L. Fellows, Lawton, Mich.

I. D. writes: "Tbe First Spiritual So­
ciety of Horton, Mich., celebrated the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of Spiritualism by 
a well-rendered programme of essays, 
songs and recitations. They had the 
church decorated with the Stars and 
Stripes. Mra. Emily P. Beebe, their 
speaker, also assisted in the exercises 
nt the People’s Church, in Jackson, on 
Wednesday evening.”

Will C. Hodge has closed bls engage­
ment at Rochester, Ind., and is again 
located at 98 Ogden avenue. Address 
him there for engagements.

Alice Gehring writes that she has or- 
ganlzed a new society in Indianapolis, 
Ind. They have many Investigators. 
She is devoting her whole time to the 

. good of the cause. The new society 
meets every Thursday at her parlors, 
724 North East street, aud a spiritual 
feast is enjoyed, to which all are wel-

Dr. H. C. Andrews will lecture at 
Marion, Ind., the first Sunday in May. 
He will begin hls work there to extend 
over six months. He will accept en­
gagements for week evenings at any 
point in Indiana, Ohio or Michigan; 
will also attend funerals or officiate at 
weddings.

D. V. Emmons writes from Gales­
burg. Mich.: "Mrs. Anna L. Robinson, 
of Port Huron, Mich., gave two very 
interesting lectures at Seotts, to large 
and appreciative audiences. Her lec­
tures were delivered in her winning 
manner, and full of pure thoughts for 
the elevation of all. Mrs. Robinson has 
endeared herself to all who have heard 
her, as I think she does wherever she 
goes. I wish we had more such work­

' ers as Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Carpenter, 
Mra. Sheets aud many others; there 
would not be as much sin aud strife in 
this world as there now is.”

: C. D. Fuller writes: “Mrs. S. M. 
. Thomas opened her Sunday evening 

meetings in Industrial Hall, Onset, 
Mass., March 27. and a large and in­
terested audience was present. The 

- meeting was a grand success, and all 
congratulate Mrs. Thomas on her suc­
cess. Mrs. Thomas will bold meetings 
evefy Sunday at 7:30 p. m. until further 

■ notice.”
Mrs. C. H. Horiue writes: “Truly the 

sweet thought messengers centralized 
With, our beloved pastor, Mrs. G. G. 
Cooley, last Sunday afternoon at 77 
Thirty-first street, bringing their me- 

/ diums with them. Our dear sister, Mra. 
C. F. Weatherford, pastor at Engle­
wood, with potent thoughts on organ­
ization, Mrs. Jaqueth, Dr. Temple, Max 
Hoffman, and Dr. Figuers, all with 
spirit names and beautiful mesages to 
the audience. Dr. Figuers also gave a 

'short talk on organization, and his 
travels. Mrs. Cooley’s sweet ‘May­
flower’ crowned the closing hour with 
many names and loving messages. The 
union of six such splendid workers 
with their spirit bands coming in 
rapport with the spirit loved ones of 
the audience, vitalized our spiritual be­
Ings with an atmosphere of Summer­
land, and gave us an Easter service of 
truth, of life immortal from the ma- 
ferial tomb of the body. A beautiful 
spiritual lecture and many names and 
messages, from Mrs. Cooley, rejoiced 
the audience at the evening service. 
The regular afternoon and evening 

' services Sundays, 2:30 and 7:30 p. m.”
Capt. Robert Ward writes from Den­

ver, Col.: “On Sunday evening, April 
10, Prof. Walrond held a second an­
niversary on. account of the weather 
being so bad the Snndajunight before.

On this occasion the large hall was 
crowded to the doors. The Professor’s 
lecture was ou tlie Birth of Modern 
Spiritualism and the /wonderful power 
it wields in the world to-day. Then 
came a vocal solo by R. Ward, entitled 
‘Only a Thin Veil Between Us,’ fol­
lowed with a number of tests, which 
were all recognized. Prof. Walrond is 
doing a good work in Denver, the large 
hall is crowded every Sunday night. I 
received tlie book. Ghost Laud, for 
which accept my sincere thanks. How 
you can afford to give such a valuable 
and interesting book away, I don't un­
derstand. The Progressive Thinker is 
worth double the money one pays for 
it. Those who do not get it don’t know 
what they are missing.”

The Onset, Mass., Spiritualists’ So­
ciety celebrated the Fiftieth Anniver­
sary of Modern Spiritualism, Sunday 
afternoon, April 3, lu Industrial Hall. 
The meetng was a grand success, and 
the hall was well filled.

0. E, Dent, of Vicksburg, Mich., 
wants the address of Henry B. Alien.

Lymau 0, Howe writes: “I speak in 
Allegan, Mich., Sunday the 24th, and 
go to Reed City from there, to spend a 
few weeks iu Dr. Spinney’s sanitarium, 
I have been under Mrs. Dr. Saraii Al­
ien's care, at Flint, Mich., and have 
gained 25 per cent in ten days. But 
there is room for improvement yet. I 
would empliasize my high appreciation 
of the manly honesty and earnest pro­
test against the robbers that infest our 
ranks, as set forth by Brother Will C. 
Hodge. Of course he will be mis­
judged and many honest good people 
who do not so well know the true in­
wardness of the Fakes, will feel hurt. 
Indeed who does not feel hurt to know 
of such a state of things? But it hurts 
much worse to perpetuate frauds by 
condoning and covering them. I like 
the manly independence and honesty 
of Will 0. Hodge. He discriminates in 
favor of all honest mediums. If all 
Spiritualists were like him, fakes and 
robbers would soon disappear from 
among us. The anniversary number 
is especially full of meat.Dr, Peebles, 
Hudson Tuttle, Charles Dawbarn, Dr. 
Dean Clark, Cora L. V. Richmond and 
others sparkle with fresh suggestions 
and stimulate original thinking.”

A sociable will be held at the Tre­
mont House, Parlor O, May 2, com­
mencing at 8 p. in., with leading talent 
in music, recitation and addresses. 
Given under the auspices of the State 
Sunlight Center Band, Sarah E. Brom­
well, president.

Mrs. Carrie Fuller Weatherford can 
be addressed for week-night engage­
ments in Ohio during May. Gives lec­
tures, tests and Improvised songs from 
subjects suggested by the audience. 
Will also answer calls to attend funer­
als. Address Columbus, 0., general de­
livery.

Mrs. Dr. Weyaut writes from Toledo, 
0.: "Tlie Fiftieth anniversary was cele­
brated in our city with appropriate ex­
ercises. Mrs. J. J. Curran lectured at 3 
p. m„ and Mrs. Dr. H. Weyant at 7:30 
p. m.”.

Newburyport, Mass:—The Newbury­
port First Spiritualists Independent 
Club celebrated its tenth anniversary 
on April 19, in a very successful way. 
The Haverhill Spiritual Union sent a 
large delegation. Dr. C. W. Hidden, 
Grand Master, presided at the banquet, 
hls address of welcome being respond­
ed to by W. W. Sprague, president of 
the Haverhill Union. Tho evening ex­
ercises consisted of musical numbers 
by Miss Lelia Bragg and Fred Walter 
Knapp; recitations by Jeannette Noyes 
and Cecile Follansbee; lecture by Dr. 
Hidden; test seance by Mrs. Jennie I. 
Follansbee; and remarks by W. W. 
Sprague, Shepard Carr, Mrs. 0. E.

the audience to patriotic fervor, all 
uniting In singing the national anthem 
amid enthusiasm and applause, thus 
making a pretty ending to the exer­
cises.

W. F. Langdon, medium for physical 
manifestations, Is -now located at No. 
3155 Groveland avenue.

Mrs. A. E. Sheets writes: “The move­
ments of the ‘Antis’ in Michigan have 
resulted in renewed activities -on the 
part of societies all over the state. 
Grand Ledge Camp bulletins will be 
ready for distribution in the near fu­
ture. Work on the new two-story hotel 
is begun. A fine programme for Au­
gust is arranged. Mrs. A. E. Sheets 
can be addressed as above for the 
present.”

Secretary writes: “The Lake View 
Spiritualist Union held a social and 
dauce ou Monday evening, the 18th. 
Tbe time was selected for the enter­
tainment to commemorate the birthday 
of Mrs. Carl Wickland, who has served 
the society in so acceptable manner 
since Its beginning, and whose tireless 
efforts, together with her companion, 
have made the success which is now 
enjoyed. An Interesting programme 
consisting of music on several instm- 
ments rendered in pleasing manner, 
several vocal solos, also recitations, all 
of which were appreciated by the audi­
ence. Dancing was indulged in by those 
who desired. Despite the inclemency 
of the weather, It was a pleasant even­
ing to all. Mrs. Wickland was remem­
bered by her many friends with a pro­
fusion of flowers. Long live the good

“Right Livings” By Susan H. Wixon. 
The author shows a wise practicality In 
her method of teaching the principle of 
ethics. She illustrates her subject with 
many brief narratives and anecdotes, 
which render the book more Interesting 
and more easily comprehended. It is 
especially adapted for use In Children’s 
Lyceum. In the hands of mothers and 
teachers it may be .made very useful. 
Young and old will be benefited by it 
Cloth $1. For sale at this office.

of more than common intrinsic value. 
The subject is treated with masterly 
ability; showing what the church has 
and has not dcne for woman. It Is full 
of informationdnthesubject,and should 
be read by every one. Price $2, post­
paid.

“The Priest, the Woman, and the Con­
fessional.” This book, by the well 
known Father Chiniquy, reveals the de­
grading, impure Influences and results 
of the Romish confessional, as proved 
by the sad experience of many wrecked 
lives. Price, । by mail ?1. For sale at 
thia office.

entitled to a word in defense of a num­
ber of our tried aud true speakers and 
mediums that are working in the Spir­
itual field for the uplifting of humanity 
and the promulgation of the highest 
thoughts of the present day. I am per­
sonally acquainted with some that 
have been - placed In the missionary 
field by their guides, that have those de­
pendent upon them, not only to supply 
the necessities of life, but to nurse and 
care for them through physical suffer­
ings that no hand can soothe but the 
loving hand of a mother or wife, and 
yet they must trust them in tlie care of 
strangers, aud labor ardently for weeks, 
or mouths for our poor societies; aud 
when they have done their work, how 
much generosity have the societies be­
stowed upon them? Many times not 
enough to pay for the humble roof that 
sheltered their afflicted one, say nothing 
qf the other expenses that have been 
Incurred. ;

Why is IU that Spiritualists expect 
their ministers to do more work and re­
ceive less pay than do bur orthodox 
neighbors? Does not every medium 
work long, and withstand various per­
secutions, of ttimes forsaken by rela­
tives and friends, to unroll this great 
scroll of- knowledge for the benefit of 
the entire human race? Is there no 
sacrifice to be made by the receivers of 
the truth of all truths? Should not 
each heart guide the hand to give the 
widow's mite?: For, as the mighty 
ocean was made drop by drop, so could 
our cause be sustained by the little that 
we all owe tp our loved cause. It is 
very true some of our noble workers 
have climbed the ladder of fame, and 
success has crowned their ardent 
efforts, but we realize that they have 
endured much froln the first, that the 
masses know not of.

And here let me say that the Spirit­
ualists as a people are responsible for 
the corruption within our ranks at this 
present time, for if the so-called clair­
voyants come into our midst, they are 
fostered, and money is lavished upon 
them, but the pure and true medium 
does not meet with success, because 
the people must be humbugged, and 
give their money to support immoral 
mediumship instead of the true.

It is time for Spiritualists to wake up 
to the fact that we are being weighed 
in the balance of morality, as well as 
our Christian friends, and io, we are 
found wanting. I for one hope our 
State and National Associations will 
strike the axe at the root of the evil 
that is within our own ranks, and give 
us some encouragement, that we will 
have our glorious truths heralded forth 
in all purity of thought and actions, 
that they may be recognized as the 
saviors of the world, aud Spiritualism 
the beacon light of love that will 
anchor us all within a higher life.

A WORKER.

To the Editor:—In the columns of 
The Progressive Thinker have ap­
peared from time to time able articles 
on medical legislation. I am sorry to 
say that those who have sought to de­
feat such legislation have always been 
in the minority in the legislative halls, 
as compared with the number of doc­
tors, who are always there in great 
numbers to urge the passage of bills In 
their favor. They have taken advant­
age of every opportunity which tends 
to their success. More thau likely the 
entire committees in both houses con­
sist of M. D.’s, and have helped to 
draft the very bill you are seeking to 
defeat. These committees make a fa­
vorable report on these bills, and many 
times urge early action by the law­
making bodies in favor of the bill, as 
Ignorant people, they say, are flocking 
from all parts of the country to treat 
the sick, and the people are In immi­
nent danger of being robbed and con­
signed to an early grave, and we must 
have a strict law to protect the citizens 
of our state: other states have passed 
similar laws, aud the health of the peo­
ple has been greatly benefited thereby.

Every person who is seeking to de­
feat this unjust medical legislation 
should seek to have committees ap­
pointed from our legislative bodies, on 
medical legislation, who are not med­
ical men. I notice sueh committees in 
my own state invariably consist of M. 
Ds. Such action on the part of the offi­
cers who appoint these committees Is 
suicidal to the opposers of such legisla­
tion. The appointment of doctors on 
medical legislation should be vigorously 
protested against. Such a committee 
would be similar to a man when 
charged witli a most heinous crime who 
should constitute the court and render 
a decision for himself as to his Inno­
cence or guilt. It would be useless to 
prognosticate as to how the case would 
terminate, and so it is with committees 
in our legislative halls. If a bill is in­
troduced in favor of the doctors prac­
ticing medicine, as against all other 
methods of curing, what can you ex­
pect of the legislative committee con­
sisting, say, of five doctors? Of course 
you can expect a favorable report as 
to the passage'-of the bill. Now if you 
want to defeat some of this medical 
legislation, you must seek to destroy 
their stronghold, the appointing of M. 
Ds. as committees on medical legisla­
tion. at the convening of our several 
legislative bodies. I wish to call the 
attention of the reader, that when a 
bill has a favorable report from the 
committee room, in tbe majority of 
cases it takes some vigorous protests to 
defeat such bills. However I firmly 
believe the public are becoming more 
enlightened upon this subject. I am 
sure of one thing, public sentiment is 
against the 'enforcement of medical 
laws iu this state. I hope for more 
freedom, but without effort we will 
never obtain it DR. P. S. GEORGE.

Lincoln, Neb. .

PRICE OF THE “SEQUEL.”
The price hereaf ter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be as fol­
lows: Three cents for single copy. 
Where five or more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and 
fifty cents per hundred.

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to 
Old Records.” Told by Paul Carus. 
This book is heartily commended to stu­
dents of the science of religions, and to 
all who would gain a fair conception of 
Buddhism in its spirit and living princi­
ples. Spiritualist ■ or Christian can 
scarcely read it without spiritual profit 
Price <1. For sale at this office;

“The Fountain of Life, or The Three­
fold Power of Sex." By Lois Wais­
brooker. One of the author’s most use­
ful books. It should be read by every 
man and woman. Price fiQ. cental .... "

From Harter of Light, FB Two Worlds, Mon, 
Melbourns, Australia. England.

THE MORAL) CONDITIONS OF ME- ®
DIUMSHIP. ' THE GREATEST BLESSING.

The Phare jdp Normandie (Rouen) 
publishes a communication, received by 
M. Vallois; of (^hiplegue, in a circle, on 
tlie Olli of February last, which is so 
sound in characterj and perfectly in ac­
cord witli similar messages received 
through other^chlinnels in this part of 
the world thal1 phr readers, will iiot be 
disinclined, we bt-lleve, to be furnished 
with a translation of it: .

In order to obtain communications of 
an elevated order, the medium’s life 
should be as pure as that of him who 
died upon tlie cross. For he, the Christ, 
was purity itself; as well Internally as 
externally; and for that reason every 
medium ought to be, before all things, 
a good man, so tliat frivolous or 
maleficent spirits cannot take hold of 
him, even with the assistance of others.

There are, in fact, many persons in 
the flesh, who are followed by spirits, 
not precisely evil, but who take delight 
in gliding Into circles, in order to be 
able to say something, and this is what 
too often happens, when mediums do 
not lead sufficiently moral fives in or­
der to repel influences capable of lead­
ing them into error. Therefore me­
diums should be as just and exemplary 

■in thought and deed as the Man of Sor­
rows, if they wish to escape the control 
of the lower spirits. . ■

It ought never to be forgotten that- 
any spirit who would communicate 
with us, cannot do so directly and im­
mediately, unless lie stands within the 
aura, perispirit, or personal atmosphere 
of the medium; pnd that this reflects, 
so to speak, the spiritual character, and 
is affected by the physical habits of the 
sensitive. If he or she is a gross feeder, 
partakes of fermented liquors, smokes 
tobacco, is licentious, mercenary, self­
ish, passionate, ■ vindictive, envious, 
jealous, uncharitable or untruthful, It 
is as certain as the operation of any 
natural law, that none but spirits of a 
low and earth-bound character will be 
attracted to such a medium. No others 
can approach him or her.

La Revue Splrlte (Paris) quotes from 
a new book, entitled “La Survie" (The 
Survival), written by Mme. Rufina No- 
eggerath, and prefaced by M. Oamllle 
Flammarlon, the following communica­
tion from the spirit of an Indian fakir. 
After taking possession of the medium, 
he seemed to be Incommoded by her 
garments, and; perplexed by her watch 
chain. He ateo,jbndeavored to divest 
himself of hervshoes, aud having bound 
a handkerchief, round hls waist, and 
made signs indicative of a wish that 
they should consider him naked from 
hls girdle upvqardp, he bowed reverent­
ly to the four quarters of the compass.

I salute the Nbrth, the South, the 
East and the West, for God is every­
where. I do this-ito denote that I am 
not an European/i am a fakir.
it is a ve^y, Difficult task. 
we undertaker, when we endeavor to 
make youjtmdfiratand things which re­
quire to be read, qqt.pnce nor twice, but 
until you have grasped the meaning of 
the author. For ourselves, more partic- 
ualrly, It is excessively difficult to ren­
der our ideas clearly, because the lan­
guage you employ comprises certain 
words which have a false sense, while 
It is deficient in others which are indis­
pensable for the expression of our 
thoughts. Thus the words “punish­
ment” and “recompense” represent in­
exact ideas; “creation” denominates a 
fact which is not real; “beginning" and 
“end” give a positive or definite sense 
to states whicn are only relative; etc.

YOU MUST BE INDULGENT, 
then, if you find certain things are not 
conveyed In clear and elegant lan­
guage, for we are obliged to collect the 
words In the best way we can, in order 
to embody an.idea which we are unable 
to translate into appropriate terms, be­
cause they are absent. For myself, I 
have to surmount a new difficulty in 
speaking to you; because I am obliged 
to translate in the brain of the medium 
the language which I spoke upon the 
earth; for, in none of my incarnations, 
have I spoken French.

We have repeatedly heard controls 
complain of the poverty aud Inadequacy 
of all human languages to
EXPRESS SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS; 
for It is scarcely necessary to remark 
that what our guides and teachers im­
press upon the brain of the trance­
medium, or inspirational speaker or 
writer, are not words but ideas; and it 
largely depends upon the intellectual 
qualifications of the medium, and upon 
hls or her command of language, 
whether the communication even ap­
proximately represents what is in­
tended to be conveyed.

The more copious the vocabulary of 
the Instrument employed, the better the 
chance of

TRANSMITTING THE MESSAGE 
in something resembling its original in­
tegrity. Mental worry or physical dis­
ease, on the other hand, will have the 
effect of rendering such a message tur­
bid, and even unintelligible.

and every experienced Spiritualist well 
knows that they? are facts—would ex­
plain all the Inconsistencies, contradic­
tions, errors, and.misrepresentations, to 
be met with Inuthe Hebrew and Greek 
scriptures—theiglarge amount of dross 
Intermingled wftte'tlm pure gold of in­
spiration. They, i were written by me­
diums; some of Whom were Ignorant, 
prejudiced, narrow-minded and super­
stitious. Thejtqoften misconceived and 
perverted whaitithey were ’Influenced 
to write; and when, in process of time, 
Bibliolatry—tl^jy^irship of “the letter 
that kllleth”—sprang up, and every 
verse and WbrdB of those ancient 
writings can Mrtegarded as plenarily 
inspired, the n'dWffil result was the for­
mation of half41 ffilzen churches, and a 
thousand diffeftnUsects, each of which 
constructed a- feltglon for itself,, out of 
such portions of the Old or-New Tes­
tament as were’ most congenial to its 
Own narrow conception of God and>our 
relations to him, and denounced and, if 
possible, persecuted those who differed 
from IL ‘ .

"After Her Death. The Story of a 
Summer.” By Lilian Whiting. No 
mind that loves spiritual thought inn 
fail to be fed and delighted with this 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com­
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading 
the mind onward into the purer atmos­
phere of exalted spiritual truth. A 
book for the higher life. For sale at 
this office. Price, cloth, $1. .

“Nature Cure.” By Drs. M. E. and 
Rosa 0. Conger. Excellent for every 
family. .Cloth, #L50. ”

; which Spiritualism brings in tbe re­
' Hglous sense, is, that it provides the 
'man, at his own home, a sure and true 
basis of fact whereon he may erect for 
himself a strong, healthy, humanita­
rian, rational and natural religion. A 

'natural religion? Yes, this is our ob­
ject—a religion suitable to our times. 
A religion which takes in our own 
troubles, desires, and aspirations; 
which sees in every feeble effort, in all 
man’s desires for improved conditions, 
the striving of his spiritual nature to­
wards a higher plane of existence. The 
demand for brighter aud better social 
and material environments, as an effort 
of the ‘God within,’ to create a ‘new 
heaven and a new earth,’ where the 
highest and best of human nature shall 
have a chance to live and grow, and not 
as with present conditions, foster the 
lower and more brutal part of hls na­
ture.

It bows to no church, tradition or 
scripture, as, the last ground, and In­
fallible rule; it counts these things 
teachers, if they teaeh, not masters; 
helps, if they help, not authorities. It 
relies on thes divine presence in the na­
ture of man; the eternal Word pf God 
which is Truth, as it speaks through 
tlie faculties he has given. It believes 
God is as near the soul/ as matter to 
the sense; thinks the canon of revela­
tion not yet closed, nor God exhausted. 
It sees him in Nature's perfect work; 
hears him in all true scripture, Jewish 
or Phoenician, feels him In the aspira­
tions of the heart; stoops at the same 
fountain with Mose^ and Jesus, and is 
filled with living water. It calls God 
father and mother, not king; Jesus 
brother, not redeemer; heaven, home; 
religion, nature. It loves and trusts 
but does not fear.,..Its temple is all 
space, its shrine, the good heart; its 
creed, all truth; its ritual, works of 
love and utility; its profession of faith, 
a manly life;, works without, faith 
within; love of God and man. It bids 
man do duty, and take what comes of 
it, grief or gladness. In every desert It 
opens fountains of living waters; gives 
balm for every wound, a pillow in all 
tempests, tranquility in each distress. 
It does goodness for goodness’ sake. 
Asks no pardon for its sins, but gladly 
serves out its time.

Such is the

Then, the duty of all Spiritualists is 
manifestly clear and well defined. By 
association, combination, and federa­
tion of associations, we ought, by all 
the means at our command, to help to 
firmly establish this humanitarian re­
ligion, founded upon natural laws and 
phenomena, In the homes of all people. 
For by so doing we take religion out of 
the misty vistas of supernaturalism to 
the realm of everyday fife and every­
day use. That we have done much in 
this direction none can deny. The most 
eloquent tribute paid by Canon Wilber­
force, in Westminster Abbey, justifies 
us in making this assertion. He said 
quite recently, ‘It had not been gen­
erally recognized that one of the 
strongest blows that had ever been in­
flicted upon dogma had come from 
that belief called Spiritualism......  
Spiritualism, therefore, was, no doubt, 
a Protestantism against the blank, 
dark, theological Materialism of some 
minds in regard to the next dimension 
of space.' May we not pause and ask 
ourselves this all-important question? 
If Spiritualism is capable of giving the 
most deadly blow to old-time religious 
dogma it has ever received with our 
present lack of combination and dis­
jointed effort, what a decisive blow we 
might strike for religious freedom, and 
true Natural religion if we had more 
unity and combination of forces?

SHOULD WE NOT FOCUS 
all our organizations purposing to 
make Spiritualism felt as a religious 
force and power for good? I hold we 
should. So far, in socletary work, we 
have done much, every society is an or­
ganization in Itself; but most of these 
local efforts are for local work only. 
Good so far, but the time has come 
when we ought to take our place as a 
legally recognized body in the land; so 
that there is still the larger question 
before us of gaining a legal status, and 
also the spreading of our truths to 
other districts. There is still the im­
portant task to perform of protecting 
all honest mediums iu demonstrating 
by phenomena our true basis.

for half a century has enabled the 
world to see, by demonstration, that 
immortality can be proved. Medium­
ship Is a fact, and a factor In our re­
ligion that we cannot dispense with, 
even if we would. We are rapidly 
coming to a crisis in the history of this 
movement. We are not so closely united 
as we might be; we want better and 
closer organization. Societies ought to 
be banded together under “District 
Councils.” These societies and dis­
tricts ought to have representative com­
mittees.
. SPIRITUALISTS OWE A DEBT 
to mediums, and an organized effort 
should be made to free them and the 
movement from the gross legal outrage 
upon psychic science, mediumship, and 
natural religion, perpetrated in the per­
secution of mediums for exercising 
their gifts.

HOW CAN THIS BE DONE?
There is but one way of dealing with 
bad laws, that is, getting them re­
pealed. You may ignore them, and 
take the consequences. In fact, Spirit­
ualists have done so, or there would be 
no Spiritualists. I hold that all true 
Spiritualists should make those ob­
noxious laws, which make communion 
with the departed a crime, a test ques­
tion at all elections, that we should or­
ganize our votes in order to bring about 
their repeal. This is the surest and 
safest method of 'gaining liberty to 
spread our truths. If we are true to 
ourselves, to our principles, and to our 
manifestations, and organize our voting 
power, and at the bollot-box face the 
issue, we shall earn the respect of all 
honest men, and, ultimately, victory 
will crown our efforts.

SPIRITUALISM IS RELIGION 
of the purest and holiest nature. It 
deals with human beings in all the 
varied conditions of life. It opens out 
possibilities of our nature that far 
transcend our wildest dreams and 
Imaginings. It gives us a gospel of 
duty whatever may be our condition of 
life. It does not point to heaven made 
for us, or a hell provided from the be­
ginning of the world, but it points to a 
path we all must tread, and to heavens 
made by ourselves. It reveals the hells 
of discord, and the misery that men are 
making now. It fulfills the dearest 
hopes and the most cherished desires of 
reunion with our dead. It gives to hu­
manity not a dead Christ crucified In 
the past,but a living Divinity in all true 
women and noble men, in the idea! of 
perfection each one tries to attain for 
bllhaelf. It gives a gospel of love.

which may be exemplified in deeds to­
day. It gives a certainty of life in the 
mighty beyond wfien the earth jrnows 
us no more. This Is our religion. It is 
worth proclaiming; worth combining 
together to spread broadcast through 
the world; worth all attempts at organ­
ization, and all the sacrifice we can 
make to find it au abiding place in 
every home, a place in the councils of 
all men.

To the Editor:—My attention as a 
Spiritualist has been called to an article 
in the Chicago Sunday Tribune, of 
April 10, headed “How Spiritualists Im­
pose ou Their Dupes," Etc.

How a paper like the Tribune could 
countenance such bosh is beyond my 
comprehension. In the first place, how 
can the Tribune expect a reader with 
one ounce of common sense, to believe 
or take stock In an article written by a 
man whose own acknowledgement 
places him among earth’s lowest mor­
tals?

H® unwittingly admits that he has 
beep the chief among all damnable 
fakers, and then came out in an article 
and tries to make an Intelligent public 
believe he has assisted nearly or all of 
the most prominent mediums lu their 
manifestations, and I am more sur­
prised to think a paper having any 
standing as a newspaper, would stoop 
to credit an article or write-up from th6 
pen of one who admits that he Is a de­
ceiver aud a general all-around rascal, 
and has been for eight years, robbing 
and deceiving the publie.

I liave always had some regard for 
the Chicago Tribune, but I am now led 
to believe that auy paper that will cred­
it aud give nearly two whole pages of 
a Bunday edition to one who says he 
has been a liar and faker for more than 
eight years, is not a safe paper to read. 
For the Tribune to give nearly two 
whole pages of Its Sunday issue to an 
admitted falsifier, to vent liis spleen 
upon a respectable class of people, Is 
stepping down pretty low in the scale 
of journalism, and I shall be surprised 
If a single reader of the grand old Pro­
gressive Thinker will ever permit a 
copy of the Tribune to enter bls home 
again.

In prefacing this infamous article iu 
the Sunday Tribune, the editor seems 
to take great delight in announcing that 
this self-acknowledged rascal was one 
of the best-known “Spiritualists In 
America,” and boasts how this falsifier 
has laid bare tho frauds, the preten­
tious tricks, and Ingenious infamies of 
the best known Spiritualists In Amer­
ica. I for one believe and know the ar­
ticle is false from start to finish, and I 
also believe It originated In some 
"Anti” brain.

This noted falsifier says: “I have 
played spook for them to deceive their 
customers, and have acted as their 
helper In their cabinets, slate-writing, 
materializing and dematerializing oper­
ations.”

“From what I saw and know of them 
personally (he says) I say and reiterate 
in the strongest possible manner that 
they are frauds aud hypocrites, oue aud 
all.” I believe the writer is u liar of 
the first class, and I for one have no 
further use for the Chicago Tribune.

I have now taken more of your time 
than I Intended, but hope you will bear 
with me and find a corner Ip the best 
of all papers, the grand old Thinker, 
for this Item, for I feel that It will go 
home to many true believers in our 
faith. Long live The Progressive 
Thinker! W. H. H. TICKER.

Streator, III.

We uplie with Mr. Tucker in 
elation of that man Foulke. He 
of the vilest wretches that ever lived, 
unworthy of admittance to decent so­
ciety, hence hls violent attack on Spir­
itualism will fall far short of accom­
plishing the object desired by him. On 
the contrary, it may even result In 
good to our cause, by advertising It, 
and causing people generally to inves­
tigate along correct lines. Already the 
skeptics are coming more rapidly to the 
front, and inquiring In reference to me­
diums and the best methods to adopt to 
arrive at the truth. For fifty years, at 
regular Intervals, these vile attacks 
have been made on Spiritualism, until 
advanced minds regard them as indica­
tion of the occurrence of a sudden Im­
pulsion to take place soon in behalf of 
our cause.

Foulke, guilty of the awful crime of 
pederasty, Is really an outcast, but just 
the man’ a large daily would desire to 
give expression to his views. At Onset 
Camp-meeting he no doubt assisted 
some of the worst characters that ever 
lived to carry on bogus materializa­
tions. That camp contained a nest of 
vipers, posing as Spiritualists, who 
ought to have been In the penitentiary, 
aud at one time it Was uot pleasant for 
an honest skeptic to express an opinion 
there against, the fraud element.

Modern Spiritualism fifty years of 
age! Exposed several times each year, 
each exposure giving It a fresh im­
pulsion to advance onward! It has had 
to face at least 2,000 exposures, aud to­
day it numbers 10.000,000. In fact, ex­
posures agree with it. Trot them out 
weekly. If you desire, aud our numer­
ical strength will soon double.

“The Bridge Between Two Worlds.” 
By Abby A. Judson. This book is ded­
icated to all earnest souls who desire, 
by harmonizing their physical bodies 
and their physical bodies with 
universal nature and their souls with 
the higher Intelligences, to come Into 
closer connection with the purer realms 
of the Spirit-World. It is written in the 
sweet spiritual tone that characterizes 
all of Miss Judson’s literary works. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents.

“Encyclopedia of Biblical Spiritual­
ism: or a Concordance of the Principal 
Passages of the Old and New Testa- 
mert Scriptures which prove or imply 
Spiritualism; together with a brief his­
tory of the origin of many of the 
important books of tbe Bible.” By 
Moses Hull. The well-known talented 
and scholarly author has here embodied 
the results ot his many years’ study 
of the Bible in its relations to Spiritual­
Ism. As Its title denotes, it Is a veri­
table encyclopedia of Infomation on the 
subject Price ?L For sale at this 
office.

“Human Culture and Cure, Marriage, 
Sexual Development and. Social Up- 
buUding.” By E. D. Babbitt M. D., 
LL.D. A most excellent and very valu­
able work, by the Dean of the College 
of Fine Forces, and author of other Im­
portant volumes on Health, Social Sci­
ence, Religion, etc. Price, cloth, 75c. 
For sale at this office. ■

“The Molecular Hypothesis of Na­
ture.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood. 
Prof. Lockwood is recognized as one ot 
the ablest lecturers on the spiritual ros­
trum. In this little volume he presents 
In succinct form the substance of hls 
kctures on the Molecular hypothesis 
of Nature; and presents hls views as 
demonstrating a scientific basis of Spir­
Itualism. The book Is commended to 
all who love to study and think. For 
sale at thia office. Price 25 ceirta.

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES.

POEMS FROM THE INNER LIU

Romanism ana the Republic,

Volney’s Answer to Dr. Priestly, a Biographical NoUq| 
by Count Daru, and the Zodiacal Signs and 

Constellations by Che Editor;
Also, a Map of the Astrological Heaven. o 

the Ancients.

Printed on heavy paper, from new platea. In lira 
clear type, with portrait and Illustrations. OneVdia 
postSvo, 818 pagesi paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 dents. ’

This la undoubtedly one of tho best and most usebA 
books over published. It eloquently advocate, 
beat Interests of mankind, aud clearly polntf out 
sources of bumau Ignorance and misery. The auUQ! 
Is supposed to meet lu the ruins of Palmyra an avow! 
tion or phantom, which explains tbe true principle/ H 
society, and the causes of both the prosperity and tM 
rum of ancient state#. A general assembly of ill 
nations Is at length convened, a legislative 
rormed, the aourcoand origin of religion, of goVain 
ment. and of law# diictiMed, and tbe Law of NaturS? 
founded on justice and equity—la fiually proclalmM 
to an expectant world.

' By Warren Sumner Barlow. Tbe Voices contain 
poems of remarkable beauty and force. Tbev 
most excellent Price u.oo. '

Ingersoll’s Great Address
On Thomas Paine, at tbe late Paine celebration tn 
NewYorkClty. Price, 6 cents; tencopleatorSDcMW

God in the Constitution.
By Robert G. Ingersoll. One of the beat paper# Cq!& 

Del Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover, with 
Dess of author. Price, 10 cent#; twelve copies for ti.oS

THE QUARANTINE RAISED.
Or the Twenty Yearn Buttle Against . Wort.. 

Ended. By Moens Hen. Price cents. For sail 
at this office.

SaH-Contradietions of the Biblfy
One hundred and forty-four propoaft,one, theological; 

moral, historical and speculative; each proved affirm,? 
ativelyaud negatively by quotations trom Scripture, 
without comment. Price 15 cents.

HEALTH AND POWER^
A handbook of Cure and Human Upbuilding by 

aloof new, refined and powerful methods of Data 
By B. D. Babbitt, M. D., author of “Priiwlfiied 
Light end Color" “Philosophy of Cure,** etc. PrlcH 
cloth, 26 cents; Leather, 35 cents. J

Real Life in the Spirit-Land,
Given Inspirationally by Mra. Marla M. King. Toi 

will not become weary while reading this exceHenl 
book. Price 75 cents. y

TALLEYRAND’S 
LETTER TO THE POPE, 

Thl# work will be found especially Interesting to all 
who would desire to make a study of Romanism and 
tbe Bible. Tbe historic facts stated, and tbe keep, 
scathing review of Romish Ideas aud practices should 
be read ay all. Price, 25c. Sold at this office.

Or. the Inspired Heroine of Orleans. Spiritualism 
Mt Leader of Armie#. By Mosxb Hull. This la ax 
once tbe most truthful history of Joan of Aro, and 
one of the moat convincing arguments on Spiritualism 
ever written. No novel was ever more thrilling!/ In­
teresting! no history more true. Pricein cloth, 40 
cents; paper cover, 25 cents. For sale at this office.

Origin, Development and Destiny 
of Man.

A Scientific and Philosophical 
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

'toxTXKTBi Tbe Beginning!; Fundamental PrtncP 
pie#; Formation of CoDiiellatlonB, System#, Sum 
Planets and 8atel’ll ji. Tbe Origin of Meteor* and 
Comets;TutOrg&nl3 Kingdom; TboOrigin of Man; 
Man—Bls Attributes and Powers; Tbe Soul—How It 
Receivesand Imparls Knowledge; How the Soul Ra« 
celves 1# Highest Impresiloni; Tbo Record Book, or 
The Heavenly Ether; How to Cultivate tbe Sixth 
Ben##; the Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth and De* 
Soneration; Morally, Spiritualism Proved by tha 

Iblsj The Bible and Christ; The Summary: ‘‘Whaj 
Must wa Do to Be Saved.” For sale at this office.

Price, Cloth. $1,25. Paper, 50c,

AN EXCELLENT WORK. 
pEATH AND THE AFTER-EEFE.

XX The “Stellar Key" Is th? nhllosopblcal Intro­
duction to the revelation# contained In this book. 
Some Idea of this little volume may be gained from thl 
following table of contents: 1—Dealband tho After­
Life; 2—Beenes In tbe Summer-Land; 3—Society In thl 
Bummer-Land; <-Social Centres In the Summer-Landi 
5—Winter-Land and Summer Land: 6-Language and 
Life in Summer-Land; 7—Material Work for Spiritual 
Worker#: 8—Ultimate# In tbe Summer-Land: 9—Volci 
from James Victor Wilson. This enlarged edition con­
tain# more than double the amount of matter In to* 
mer edition#, nnd is enriched by a beauUrnl trona* 
piece. Illustrating Jbo ••formation of the Spiritual 
Body” Cloth 75 cents. Postage 5 cento. For mm 
at this office. .

~HELEN^ARL0W’S VOW^
Bv Lois Waisbrooker. Many have read this boot 

many have re read it, and many others out to read IC. 
It should be read by every man and woman in th® 
land. It show# tbe falsities rampant In society fa 
matters of moral and social import, and tbe wrongs 
that flow therefrom to Innocent victim! of social 
ostracism. It contains a flue likeness Of tbe author. 
Fine cloth, 280 pages. Price 81.00

— OR — 
THREE-F0LD power of sex,

Thl# 18 one of the author'® most useful and la 
rtructlve books. Tbi# work abouid be read by overt 
man and woman. Price, 50 cents. For Bale at thU 
office.

"“THE WATSEKA WONDER.”
To tbe student of prychlc pbenomens, this pempbl 

is Intensely Interesting. It elves denned account, 
too duel of “double oonaoltraiaess," wisely Me

tnency Vennum, of Watseka. HU MS Mary At 
bold#, of Venango county 
Fricsu

8ateP.lt
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FROM THE TEMPLES OF EGYPT

BY QU>€STOR VIT/E.

Esoteric Meanings of Ancient Egyptian 
Symbols.

QUESTIONS 
£ ANSWERS |
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L,!ThiB department is under the management of

HUDSON TUTTLE.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let­
ters. Full name and address must be given, or the letters 
will not be read. If the request bs made, the name will 
pot be published. The correspondence of this depart­
ment has become excessively large, especially letters of 
inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely 
give whatever information I am able, the ordinary court­
esy of correspondence is expected. „ _

HUDSON TUTTLE.

E. T. Belding: Q. What was the religious belief of 
David Hume? .

A. Were Hume living to-day, he might teach his belief 
without comment, for at most it was a mild Unitarian- 
ism, with a dash of science.. Up to his day the Christian 

'disputant? based their evidences on miracles with unques­
tioned audacity, Hume attacked this hitherto invincible 
redoubt, and proved that miracles never eould have been, 
as they were impossible. In tlris he anticipated the re­
sult oi a century of scientific thought which has .arrived 
at the invulnerable position that law rules supreme, and 
can never be suspended or superseded by any power in the 
universe. „ _ .

- For this complete overthrow of the “evidences, Chris­
tians bitterly hated and never forgave the great thinker. 
His name has been united with Voltaire’s and Paine’s, as 
among the most disreputable of mankind. His religious 
belief was more of a repudiation of old errors, than of 

. positive assertion. His moral treatises were founded on 
the-organization of man, and in scarcely a line differed 
from tlie advanced views qf the present. In the last 
hours of his life when knowing that his disease was mor­
tal, he wrote, and no one has ever contradicted his state­
ment: “My friends never had occasion to vindicate any 
oiie circumstance of my character and conduct; not but 
what the zealots as we may well suppose would have been 

• glad to invent and propagate any story to my disadvan­
tage but they could never invent one which would 
wear the face of probability.”

Later he said to the famous Dr. Adam Smith: “I there­
fore, have all reason to die content.”

-Thus whatever his views may have been, he had to the 
last moment, unshrinking trust in all the laws of the uni­
verse, and leaving this life with peace and content, was 
ready and willing to try the unseen realities of the next.

B. H. Miller: Q. (1) As Mr. Andrew Jackson Davis 
in The Great Harmonia, gives the origin of man by evo­
lution, exactly as the Darwinians hold, why is it that he is 
not given the credit, instead of Darwin?
• (3) Cannot the birth of the great Nazarene be ex­
plained as the work of a materialized spirit, and if this be 

■ so, cannot the same be brought about at the present time 
■ in the same way ? .

A. (I) It is true that the wonderful seer, A. J. Davis, 
in his beautiful system of Harmonial Philosophy, pre­

' sented the plan of man’s evolution, afterwards made fa­
mous by Darwin and his school. But it must be held in 
mjhd that tlris theory was first expressed in vague terms 
become of the Grecian philosophers, and was, so to 
speak,.floating in the thought-atmosphere. Darwin and 

■ Wallace reduced it to scientific terms, and by years of 
study and observation of facts, demonstrated it, and thus 
compelled the attention and acknowledgment of its truth 
by the scientific world. Davis, like the ancient pluloso- 

< pliers, uttered the theory as a self-evident proposition de- 
\»ending for its truthfulness on their own clearness of 
Rental vision. Many other theories have been stated in 
Nie same way, and those who gave them utterance have 
been forgotten in the glamour attending the plodding 
fact-gatherers who came after with demonstration.

Gravitation was a well-known fact before the day of 
Newton, and yetbecause he with the wonderful processes 
of mathematics demonstrated its laws, liis name will be 
linked forever with this fundamental form of force.

\ (2) If the miraculous conception of Christ be ad-
faitted as a fact, then should we be forced to look about 
or an adequate cause. The advent of Christ is, however, 

* similar to that of many other preceding personages, who 
z ibeeame elevated to the rank of gods, and the evidences in 
1 all cases are of not the least value. Opposed as such a di- 

yine birth is to the ordinary course of nature, it can- 
■ |iot be otherwise than regarded by the careful thinker as 
fl myth.

< ' The explanation, by means of a materialized spirit, can­
pot be received, for such a materialization of an organism 
Capable of the functions of the physical body is impossi- 

'ible, for such would be of flesh and blood, wliich can be 
i. Jormed only through the processes of birth and growth, 
And once shaken off can never be regained.

This theory of Christ’s birth has been presented before, 
' pnd we know of nothing which could work more incalcu- 
/ Juble mischief than its reception. If spirits were able to put 

bn materialization as a garment, and return to the walks 
of men, they would become a most dangerous social ele­
ment; for by the same law that the good entered the ways 

' of earth life, the bad might also. Nothing of the kind is 
ever witnessed, and therefore argument against it is un­
called for.

? L. L. M.: Q. Was the present flag of Stars and 
Stripes adopted at first by the United States?

A. The first flag of the Colonies was a banner on 
which was a rattlesnake cut into thirteen pieces, each rep- 

_, resenting a colony, with the motto, “Join or die.” After- 
v ward the pieces were joined together and the attitude 
,. made as that about to strike, and the motto was changed 
t Xo “Don’t tread on me.”
' ) Benjamin FrankUn was for him, unusually exuberant 

in praise of this' flag.
At the same time, what may be called the national ban­

ner was the Union flag combining the crosses of St. 
. George and St. Andrew.

The flag with thirteen stripes of alternating red and 
white, and thirteen stars on a blue field, was sanctioned 

. June 14, 1777, by the Continental Congress. At first 
each new state added a stripe and a star, but this would 
soon make tlie flag unwieldy, and it was resolved that 
the stripes should remain .at thirteen and a star only be 
added to the constellation for each new state.

' \ The language of the flag, which is the most beautiful 
banner of any'nation in the world, is highly significant

•, The red is symbolical of daring and defiance; the white, 
purity; the blue, justice, vigilance; the stars were ar­
ranged in a circle, the sign of eternity, emblematic of

■, the continuity of the Union. -

* - ' — - . .
J Lyman Ogden, Union City, Mich.i Q. At our third 
. circle, my son, a young man, became unconscious, and 
did not recover for an hour. We have not sat again 
for fear of bad results. Would they follow?

A. If you carefully follow the rules repeatedly stated 
in this department, for seances, you need, have no fear of 
bad results.. The expression of alarm or eagerness at 
such manifestations should be entirely suppressed, as 

. ihey are of the most damaging influence.

fl FRIENDlf GHftT WITH SOME
-W 0UR 60RRESF0NDENTS.

NUMBER THREE. . :
Egypt had the-tomb of it? mythical savior Osiris at 

Abydas, ages before that of Christ was placed in Pales­
tine. To the priests Osiris represented divinity, uni­
versal consciousness, and was never restricted to one lim­
ited human personality. Osiris was never supposed to 
have lived as one special human being upon earth, but 
was looked upon as the Father of all mankind, the fun­
damental basis constituting all men and women.' But 
the populace prefers concrete forms to abstractions, and 
always personify ideas. The priests no doubt compro­
mised their esoteric teachings to suit the capacity of the 
popular mind and built a tomb at Abydas, where Osiris 
was presented as having been buried; and many faithful 
and believing Egyptians caused their bodies to be in­
terred in the neighborhood of this holy place;

But the primitive idea of the resurrection of the body 
above referred to evolved into the more rational one of 
the resurrection of the soul or Ka, as represented pic­
torially 'on the bands wrapped round the mummies; 
painted on the sarcophagi and op the walls of the tombs, 
as extracted from the “Book of^the Dead,” the correct 
title of which is really the “Manifesting Into Light,” 
The soul was depicted in the form of a bird, sometimes 
human-headed, sometimes hawk-headed, wliich arose 
from the dead body. Another form of this symbol was 
presented over the portals of the temples, where the 
soul was depicted as a winged disk or sun, surrounded by 
two serpents, representing the positive and negative 
forces inherent in vitality. Tins winged hawk was 
always worn by Horus, symbolizing his immortality or 
identity with soul.

It is difficult to understand why the men who form­
ulated the subsequent church should have stuck-to the' 

■ primitive idea of the resurrection of the body, instead of 
taking the later and more rational conception of the re­
surrection of the soul. Perhaps the latter idea was too 
spiritual for the minds of the dark Middle Ages.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.
The church dogma of the immaculate conception is 

also most palpably drawn from Egypt. At Deir-el- 
Bahari, the Queen Hatshepsut, the sister and wife of 
Thotmes II. is depicted as a child pre-existing in 
Heaven, where Ammon-Ra presents her to the other Gods 
for their approval. He then descends to the earth and 
presents the aukh or symbol of life to the mouth of the 
human queen mother. The subsequent birth of the God 
child is then depicted. This is about 1,600 B. C. At 
Luxor it is the mother of Amenophis HI. to wdrom the 
divine messenger or announcer brings the symbol of life. 
Her subsequent delivery and the birth of the divine child 
is then recorded. And this was 1,500 B. C.

The initiate Kings claimed to be sons of the Sun; giv­
ing life and living forever. They were worshiped as 
Gods after their death. Seti I. did not wait for posterity 
to deify him, but depicts himself in Iris own temple at 
Abydas as exalted to Heaven, as carried by and worshiped 
by the other Gods.

It is easy to see not only where the ecclesiastical idea 
of a divine child immaculately conceived comes from, but 
also it is evident that the theory of the divine right of 
Kings which lived through the Middle Ages, came from 
the same antique birthplace. .

On the other hand, Johnson, in his ‘‘Rise of Christen­
dom,” argues that the New Testament was evolved in the 
early monasteries of Italy (The monastic conception 
comes from the East and pre-existed to Christianity), 
from the Kabbalistic system of the Spanish Jews of Cor­
dova, who came with the Saracens from Egypt and 
Arabia into Spain along the northern coast of Africa, 
conquering all on their way. It must be remembered 
that tliis conquering race of Islam established themselves 
in Egypt about GOO A. D. Their empire lasted till quite 
recently, and their influence still endures and has thor­
oughly permeated the whole population and entirely 
effaced the ancient cult.

Mohammedanism is of course of later origin than 
Christianity, but it was to Islam what Protestantism was 
to Catholicism; what Buddhism was to Brahminism. 
There was an older cult pre-existing in Arabia, to which 
Mohammed added a new testament, so to say. This old 
cult, like all systems of that period, had its external sys­
tem and its esoteric teaching, and the latter appears to 
have run on similar lines as the Kabbala, which was also 
the case as regards the Chaldee system, the cult of as-ta- 
roch? Zaroasterism. In fact the ideas veiled in the 
Kabbala appear to have b^en common to the Semitic and 
Egyptian peoples^ who, it must be remembered, were 
constantly intermixing both by reciprocal conquests and 
by intermarriage.

Few people know that the older portion of the Koran 
includes legends which are identical, even to names, with 
those of the Old Testament. This evidence of common 
origin must be traced back probably to a unique Chaldee 
source. In some old remains of Zoroaster still extant, 
entitled “Chaldean Oracles,” evidences of magical prac­
tices are conserved which run on parallel lines with those 
of the Kabbala. All this goes to show that there must 
have been a system of ceremonial magic which was known 
to the initiates of Syria, Arabia and Egypt. It was this 
system that the Saracens and the Jews hi their wake took 
to Spain, and it was this system that Johnson claims con­
stituted the basis of and was remodeled into an external 
presentation called Christianity.'

Whether the new system was framed in the school of

LIKES CHRIST’S TEACHINGS.
C. D., of New Chicago, Cal., “Fails 

to see iu what a true Spiritualist dif­
fers from a true Obrtsjiuu. Both are 
Imbued by the same cjiylno law—love— 
and only in obedieneqjtd that law can 
we find, first of all, Truth divine and 
true happiness... .That Christ’s teach­
ings are superior to all others because 
they are possible to be practiced by 
even the lowliest of us.” But the 
teachings of Christ, according to the 
story, are only the teachings of others 
who came and went before him, re­
peated through his mediumistic organ­
ism, and coincide with the teachings of 
the spirits of to-day; they were no more 
Christ’s than they are ours now.

TAKES TWELVE SPIRITUALIST 
PAPERS.

D. H. B., of North Hannibal, N. Y., is 
surely entitled to no little credit if not 
to the highest prize as a patron of the 
Spiritualistic press. He writes: “I take 
twelve different Spiritualist papers, and 
though I don’t write to flatter you, I 
like yours the best... .1 can’t see why 
Spiritualists are so backward about 
this matter. Almost every church mem­
ber, or family belonging to church 
takes a paper belonging to their 
sect.” This same question is enough to 
puzzle the discerning faculty of the 
best philosophers In the ranks of Spir­
itualism. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that the patronage of all the Spirit­
ualist papers in the world will not, ag­
gregately, exceed one hundredth part 
of the whole number who are acknowl­
edged Spiritualists in belief. This is 
wrong, but must change only when 
phenomena ceases to stand above the 
philosophy with the masses.

cording to the highest Instructions of 
their own conscience.

VISITS OTHER WORLDS.
M. D., writing from St. Louis, Mo., 

claims to have visited other planets 
than ours and describes the inhabit­
ants of some of them and their habits 
and customs; also saw the “gates ajar 
toward the celestial realms, but was 
not permitted to enter because of un­
worthiness." We have often read of 
such occurrences, in fact, some very 
able ■writers and authors, have written 
upon the same subject and given very 
singular descriptions, and this reminds 
of the old story of the ark, tho flood 
aud the bird that was sent out in search 
of dry land. If the bird brought back 
a trophy of its discovery the truth was 
apparent. This phenomenon may be 
real to the party, and-coincides with 
the discovery of science, that many of 
the planets have the appearance of be­
ing Inhabitable and inhabited, but that

THE JEW.
J. M. S., of Pittsburg, Pa., writes in 

Biblical defense of the Jew, and makes 
very plain his ideas according to that 
Old and New Testament history. He 
explains what a Jew is, and that ac­
cording to the Bible he has a special 
mission on “the face of the earth.” Our 
friend evidently is a Spiritualist from 
a Biblical basis, and has a right to be, 
and must be, if he has come up into 
Spiritualism through that channel, just 
as the Jew, from education becomes a 
Jew, and has as good a right on “the 
face of the earth” as anyone else of 
whatever belief or unbelief, and e£ch 
has some kind of good mission. .We 
do not find the Jew with so large or 
prominent criminal record as other 
sects, which speaks well for his right 
on “the face of the earth.",

— TALMAGE AND BICYCLES.
T. G. W., of Chicago, sends a sermon 

of three columns’ length delivered by 
young Talmage, and published in the 
daily Inter Ocean, on the subject of bi­
cycles, taking his text from Ezekiel: 
“As for wheels, it was cried unto them 
in my hearing, O wheel.” Our friend 
should not have any concern of mind 
over this unimportant event from so 
unimportant a source. The Inconsist­
encies of the young man’s assertions so 
completely overthrow all his alms at 
profoundness that his arguments are 
only fruitful unto the other folks, 
those whom he attacks. When a 
preacher who has always been a bicy­
cle fiend thinks it a great moral sin to 
use that implement of self-transporta­
tion on Sunday and abuses all who 
think otherwise, even calls older and 
more spiritual ministers who consider 
It just the thing for any day’s use, “ar­
rant fools,” and says it is either that or 
“theh- intention to send thousands upon 
thousands of their young people 
straight down into everlasting smash- 
up,” wherever that is, is too frail In 
mental caliber to occupy the pulpit in 
this day of logic, of reason and highly 
inventive genius, of even a second- 
grade orthodox chureh, and our friend 
need have no fear for the effect of his 
cantings upon unfettered minds.

< “Karezza. Ethics of Marriage.” By Alice B. Stock- 
\ bani* M. D. Price* $1. For sue at Hus office.

celestial 
taken as 
vision.

gate vision "should only be 
a symbol, astmay all the

THAT WONDERFUL BOOK.
M. R. S., of Rochester;’ Ind., says of 

our premium book: “I hive been ab­
sorbed for three days Jn GRost Land—. 
Never have I read such a book. I am 
an old Spiritualist; I never cared much 
about phenomena. Knowing as I do 
that there Is no death, and the whole 
secret of human life is to live up to the 
highest and best conceptions of our 
mind, I have ignored':phenomena and 
studied philosophy, but If'■this book is 
not fiction then indeed is there much to 
learn, and the study of phenomena may 
be the very thing we need most. This 
blessed doctrine has a fine hold on me 
... .This book opens up a new field of 
thought. The subject hiis always been 
vast, and situated as most of us are 
(compelled to make bread and butter), 
we have not time to devote to the won­
derful discoveries... .There is a fasci­
nation about this book that makes it 
irresistible.” To these flattering re­
marks w’e must reply by restating the 
fact that Ghost Land comes to us from 
that renowned medium, author, and 
lecturer, Emma Hardinge Britten, with 
her emphatic voucher for Its truthful­
ness. In many places the height of 
oratoiy gives it the color of fiction, but 
from beginning to end it Is a beautiful 
recital of occurrences, and cannot be 
too Highly commended.

WANTS NO CREED.
R. T- H., of Douglassville, Georgia, 

in it communication, cans down 
all other writers In this paper who 
have even suggested anything that 
smacks of a creed for Spiritualism and 
sayst “I, for one do not and will not 
build my religion on a sandbar of 
creeds and some day see it fall,” nor 
will he ever build on a belief since he 
has knowledge through demonstration, 
and predicts that when Spiritualists do 
this they take a backward step and 
will rail. Their true spirit-friends will 
be forced away by those creed-bound 
slaves that have passed over and know 
not of the change, who, by their posi­
tive wills and their desire for power 
often make our most formidable foes. 
Whether they know how to control a 
medium or sensitive speaker or not 
their very presence often wields an un­
conscious influence for the wrong. ’Tls 
upon this hypothesis he predicts the 
great downfall of Spiritualism under a 
creed.

Alexandria, or came into Europe through the Saracen 
Jews, Johnson’s claim as to its basic origin is strongly 
supported by the intrinsic evidence carried in Catholic 
creed, ritual and ceremonials.

The basic identity in the leading doctrines of the 
church, with those of ancient Egypt has already been ex­
hibited. But the strongest evidence that Christianity is 
based on the old system of ceremonial magic which was 
common to Semitic and Egyptian races is carried in the 
central symbol of Christianity, viz, the crucified Christ. 
Tlris symbol of the “Son of Man” crucified on the cross is 
the central- symbol in secret mystical initiation, as 
brought forward from the ancient mysteries, and was 
practiced secretly or esoterically in the holy place, the 
temple' thousands of years before it was placed before the 
public as a symbol of regeneration and atonement, by the 
church. In initiation it symbolizes the crucifixion of 
spirit entailed by its embodiment in the four elements of 
matter by physical birth, involving the suffering conse­
quent on experience in the domain of the plane of the 
knowledge of good and evil, i. e., conflict in all the 
“opposites.” It also refers to the mediation of life into 
matter through man. ,

It must be noted that the Egyptian term for the “Son 
of Man,” or the individualized soul, was Horus (orus, 
aour, light, spirit).' But the framers of the Christian 
system veiled the source of their lore by adopting the 
equivalent term used in India (where a similar esoteric 
system called Joga prevailed) for the same conception, 
i. e., Christina. When the Egyptian system of magic and 
initiation paged through the Greek dynasties and the 
Neo-Platonists into Greece, constituting the mysteries of 
Eleusis, tlris term was no doubt- modified into Christas, 
as Thoth became Hermes. But the identity of the sym­
bol displays its origin in an unquestionable manner.

Regeneration refers to the process by which the soul 
attains the power of rising from the body during life, and 
thus being liberated temporarily from the control of 
matter, ' * ’

(To be Continued.^ sg.

SIGNIFICANT
ACROSTIC,

Containing a List of Valuable Publications for tho 
Spiritualists and M-Soekers.

THOMAS PAINE. Was He Junius? A very Interesting critical and 
biographical. pamphlet by a scholarly author, regarding a great leader, 

By Wm. Henry Burr. Price IB cents.

HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION, Just the book for those seeking i a 
^formation concerning that most damnable institution known in history-, 
the Roman Catholic Inquisition. By Cyrus Mason, M. D. Price 25 cents.

EVERLASTING GOSPEL. Consisting of a series of lectures, message)} 
and poems, written and delivered in public through the mental organism 

of Mrs. Magdalena Kline. Price 11,50, postpaid. -

POEMS OF THE LIFE BEYOND AND WITHIN. From the poetic in* 
spirations of many centuries and of different peoples Spiritual poetry 

translated from many tongues. By Giles B. Stebbins. Price $1,00.

RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. A book for thousands who have been born 
out of orthodoxy and materialism into the higher light of Spiritualism, 

By 8. Weil, Price, cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

OCCULT FORCES OF SEX. Three pamphlets embodied in one volume. 
Of great importance to the race, by an advanced social reformer. By 

Lois Waisbrooker, Price 50 cents.

GLEANINGS FROM THE ROSTRUM. It beams with rare gems of 
thought, practical and profound. Sunshine and beauty in every ientenca 

uttered. By A. B. French. Price $1.00, postpaid. A
RELIGION. A profound philosophical treaties on this world-wide subjeol

of contention. It isJ a good book for students preparing for the spiritual, 
rostrum. By E. D. Babbitt, Price, cloth $1.10; paper 60 cents. .^ 
EVOLUTION OP THE DEVIL, The most learned, accurate, scientific and 

philosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever published. By Henrjl
Frank, theindependent preacher of New York City. Price 25 cents.

SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES, or “Le Bon Sens.” Testimony of «k 
Catholic priest who abjured the Christian religion and asked God’s pardon' 

for having taught it. Price, cloth, $1.00; postage 14 cents.

SCIENCE OF THE SOUL. A scientific demonstration of the existence of 
the soul of man, the continuity of life and the actuality of spirit return, 

By Loren Albert Sherman. Price $1.00; paper 60 cents.
INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS on the Jife and character of Thomas 
| Paine, at the late Paine celebration in New York City. Price 0 cents; ten 
copies for 50 cents.

HEARD FROM JAS. G. BLAINE.
E. S., of Louisville, Ky„ believes that 

he has heard from Jas. G. Blaine and 
Benj. F. Butler, relative to the Cuban 
question, and each one is for war, to 
right tho wrongs Inflicted upon the In­
nocent women and children by those 
barbarians of Spain. The sentiment is 
much like each of them, but the lan­
guage is not; however, we can extroet 
the substance of the communication for 
this department and that is the main 
point. He says that in order to correct 
a great wrong to humanity the spirit 
forces are united to punish the Span­
iards for blowing up the Maine, and to 
bring them to a sense of civilization In­
stead of the butchery and brutality so 
long Indulged in by the nation.

Whether this comes from Mr. Blaine, 
Mr. Butler, John Brown or Abe Lincoln, 
matters little so far as the sentiment Is 
concerned; It is good, but the communi­
cation as a whole would be too long 
for the space we have to spare from 
the more spiritual subjects now on file.

The patriotism manifest is certainly 
commendable. Spiritualism teaches 
tliat war for truth, for right nnd jus­
tice is all well enough as a last resort, 
but never for revenge, as does the 
Christian God.

HENRY WARD BEECHER.
It does seem that all the old wheel­

horses who have passed from the pub­
lic eye of this world to that higher 
stage of action are still attracted to 
their work of liberation, and return 
with a feeling of deep sympathy for 
those starving Cubans, those victims of 
Spanish misrule. This time It 1b Henry 
Ward Beecher, through W. S. Hanson, 
of this city. He says: “Yes, Cuba must 
be free, and now is the appointed time. 
Our government should not hesitate to 
interfere and place It among the na­
tions of the earth, free and Independ­
ent Our flag must be respected.”

It seems Mr. Beecher is still a mem­
ber of this nation though Inhabiting 
the spirit spheres. He still holds his 
love for earth and his work for human­
ity.

CALLS A SPIRIT DOG.
E. F. V., of Antigo, Wis., very sin­

cerely relates an Incident where she met 
a man who had the resemblance of a 
tiger, and of whom she was afraid, and 
was at once influenced: toncaU a large 
dog she saw in the'streetp and which 
proved to be a spirit dog,>or dog spirit, 
for her protection. Theinan passed al­
most on the run, as tlrough something 
was after him. The dog! & claimed by 
her spirit guide and haw become one of 
her protectors. Here Is one firm be­
liever in the philosophjv of Minimal spir­
its, or that animals havslsplrita immor­
tal just the same as dolmen.

______ twin

THE MORALE OF SPIRITUALISM.
H. L. G, 0., of Lawrence, Mass., 

thinks our duty to ourselves and to hu­
manity is the great question of.the 
hour, as it always must Re the pivot 
around which all the hopes of the dim 
possibilities of the future-will ever re­
volve, but that flrst of all-that problem 
should be solved, and that before inter­
preting the science of the future, men 
must understand the matter thorough­
ly. Men cannot fully interpret only 
from their own standard of observa­
tion even after they think they. know. 
In order to know of the possibility of 
any proof of immortality we must“try 
the spirit.” After we have proven, 
what is the benefit to us or to the 
world, of our knowledge if we do not 
give it out, or if we cannot find some 
moral aid in ID What good is there in 
the proof if there is bo possibility of ad­
vancement through that proof, nothing 
to elevate and progress, nothing but 
piping away the shadows of fear of 
death by. our wisdom? There must be 
something about it to make us feel a 
moral Responsibility. A moral aspect 
Hi always the higher side to human-ex­
istence, and if all do their duty they 
Will act toward their fellow-beings ac-

AN ENTHUSIAST.
We can only give a portion of Brother 

Sheldon’s communication, in which 
there is much enthusiasm over the sub­
ject, “What Is Gained by Being a Spir­
itualist?”

He says, in answer to the above:
“The knowledge of life, whence, 

where. Their belief is that life is not 
a creation; it always was and ever will 
be; it is a part of the Universal One. It 
is in all things. It may take on form, 
and certain forms are known as living 
things and beings. Living beings 
largely control their own happiness or 
woe by the life they live, for they ore 
worlds within worlds, capable of self­
control, subject to the Uriiveraal 
Power, measurably responsible for 
life's acts, and- may control the form 
which is a creation of this world. It is 
In their keeping to preserve and beau­
tify as they would a home, and they 
will be rewarded in this life by added 
happiness to themselves and those 
around them, and in the next by hav­
ing a house not fashioned by hands, 
but by purity and loving kindness.

“Purity is the only road to enjoyment 
and there is none to atone for our mis­
conduct Each and every one must an­
swer for himself. The sooner we learn 
this truth the sooner we will be self­
supporting. We will cultivate purity 
of motives, destroy selfishness, ever liv­
ing for others as well as for ourselves.

“Spiritualists do not believe they 
have to pass to the spirit-land to ac­
quire heaven, but that they have to 
pass to spirit land to gain perfection. 
This life is a primary one. You cannot 
pass, as it were, .beyond the district 
school, but the spirit birth places us in 
position to advance to the uppermost 
round of perfection. If we are not pre­
pared for the grade we are in a sore 
plight for there is no juvenile grade. 
We will have to prepare ourselves for 
the advanced position with or without 
help. To know those'truths as we know 
we exist is an assurance to a purer life 
in thls existence; a better parent, a bet­
ter neighbor and a truer friend; a 
staunch supporter of good government. 
Equal rights and truth our motto ”

“Religion as Revealed by the Mats* 
rial .and Spiritual Universe.' By a,, d. 
Babbitt, M. D., LL.D." * A compact 
and comprehensive view of the sub­
ject;’ phliosbphlo, historic, analytical 
and critical; facts and data needed by 
ererystudentanfl especially by every 
Spiritualist .One of ..the very best 
books on the subject. ■ Price, reduced 
to fl, cloth; paper, 60 cents. Foe sale 
at this one*.' ■ : - - - ' - - ■'" - ■ ■ •■'

VOLNEY’S RUINS and The Law of Nature. This is undoubtedly one of 
the best and most useful books ever published. It eloquently advocates 

the best interests of mankind. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents.

ECHOES FROM THE WORLD OF SONG. A collection of new and 
beautiful songs, with music and chorus, in book form. By C. P. Long­

ley. Price $1.00; postage 15 cents.

I’HE ELIMINATOR, or Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. Profoundly 
reverent, but thoroughly radical; exposing the fabulous claims of ancient 

u^sm aud dogmatic Christianity. By Dr. R. B. Westbrook. Price $1.50.

HYPNOTISM. Its Facts, Theories and Related Phenomena, with explana­
tory anecdotes, descriptions and reminiscences. Largely a record of ex­

periences and observations of the author. By Carl Sextus. Price $2.00. 
INFLUENCE OF THE ZODIAC UPON HUMAN LIFE. This book states 
I the simple principles of the Zodiac in simple terms, and in a manner highly 
interesting and instructive, By Eleanor Kirk. Price, cloth, $1.00.

NATURE CURB. This is an excellent book for suffering humanity. It 
simply tells how to prevent and cure the ills of the flesh in a natural way. 

By Drs. M. E. and Rosa C. Conger. Price, cloth, fancy $2.00; common $1.50. 
VAREZZA. Ethics of Marriage. A plea for a better birthright for chii- 
h dren and a higher development of parentage through the most sacred 
relations. By Alice B. Stockham, M. D. Price, cloth, $1.00.

EDITH BRAMLEY’S VISION. A thrilling appeal to all who are interested 
in learning how the great forces of the Roman Catholic Church are seeking 

to prevent the progress of liberalism. Price 15 cents.

RESEARCHES IN ORIENTAL HISTORY. In four parts; the whole com­
prising an earnest but fruitless search for a Historical Jesus. A volume 

of 407 pages, bound In cloth. By G. W. Brown, M. D. Price $1,50 
POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE. These poems are full of soul Inspira­

tion—are real poetic gems; sweet with the highest thought. By Lizzie 
Doten. Price $1.00.

UNKNOWN LIFE OF JESUS CHBIST. Since the writing of the New 
Testament no book has appeared of as great importance to Christianity as 

this work. By Nicolas Notovitch. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper 25 cents. 
BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS, and the wondrous power which helped or 

made them perform mighty works and utter inspired words. Personal 
characteristics of prophets and apostles. By Allen Putnam. Price 75 cents. 
LIFE WORK OF CORA L. V. RICHMOND. An interesting book regard­

ing a world-renowned inspirational lecturer, a pioneer worker in Spiritual­
ism. Compiled and edited by H D. Barrett Price $2.00, postpaid.
of the two spheres. By Hudson Tuttle. Price, muslin, $1.00; paper, 50 ctsy 
INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRITS. A real visit with friends on the other 
I side of life and a familiar talk. An interesting book. By Carrie E. S. 
Twing, medium. Price 50 cents. '

STARNO8. A rosary of pearls, culled from the works of Andrew Jackson 
Davis. Intended to imbue tne sorrowing and stricken heart with new 

inspiration. By Dr. Della E. Davis. Price 50 cents.
HISTORY OF ATHARAEL. Life In the Stone Age. The history of 
H Atharael, chief priest of a band of Al Aryans. Written through U. G. 
Higley. Is very interesting. Price 30 cents.

IMMORTALITY. A poem in five cantos. “If a man die, shall he live?” 
is fully answered in beautiful style. A very Interesting work. By W. 8.

Barlow. Price 60 cents.

NEW THOUGHT. Volumes I and II, in all containing 863 beautifully 
printed pages. Presenting the truth of Spiritualism in a very interesting 

manner. By Moses Hull. Price, cloth, $1.50 and 75 cents.

GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll 
ever wrote. Of importance to everyone. In paper cover, with likeness 

of the author. Price 10 cents; twelve copies for $1.00.

HOW TO MESMERIZE. Ancient and modern miracles explained by mes­
merism. An invaluable work. By the late Prof. J. W. Cadwell, one of 

the most successful mesmerists. Price, paper, 50 cents.

OUT OF THE DEPTHS INTO THE LIGHT. This little book will be 
read with intense interest by thousands. By Samuel Bowles; Mrs. Carrie 

E. S. Twing, medium. Price 25 cents.

UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. Old Testament stories comically 
illustrated. Exposure by ridicule; exposure by facta. The stories 

humorously told. By Watson Heston. Price, cloth, $1.50 j boards $1,00. 
SPIRITUAL HARP. A collection of vocal music for the choir, congrega- 
y tion and social circles. Bv J. M. Peebles and J. O. Barrett: E. H. 
Bailey, musical editor. Price $2.00.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL SPIRITUALISM, or a Concordance 
of the princlpal passages of the Old and New Testament Scriptures which 

prove or imply Spiritualism. By Moses Hulk Price $1.00. -
BIBLE AND CHURCH DEGRADE WOMAN. By Elizabeth Cady.

Stanton. Comprises three brief essays on The Effects of Woman Suf­
frage on Questions of Morals and Religion^ Price 10 cents.

OLD AND NEW PSYCHOLOGY. Twenty-four distinct inspirational lec­
tures, delivered in New York, Brooklyn, Boston, Philadelphia, and other - 

prominent cities. By W. J. Colville. Price $1.00.

ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT AND DESTINY OF MAN. A Scientific and 
Philosophical Treatise upon a subject of which man never tires—that of 

himself. By Thos. P. Fletcher. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

KORAN. Commonly called the “Alkoran of Mohammed." ^Translated 
into English from the original Arabic, with explanatory notes taken from 

the most approved commentators. Price, cloth, $1.00. - . ,
LIGHT OF EGYPT, or the Science of the Soul and the Stars. Agrand 

work of profound philosophical deductions, on a theme of great interest 
to everybody. Price $2.00.
INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS before the New York Unitarian Club. The 
I first lecture of an Infidel before a Christian Association. One of his 
best 12 pages, neatly printed Price 6 cents; ton copies 60 cents.

SPIRITUAL SONGSTER A collection of thirty-eight Inspirational Songs.
adapted to popular music, for the use of congregations, circles ana 

■families. By Mattie E. Hulk Price 10 cents, or $7 per hundred. . 
THE WORLD'S SIXTEEN SAVIORS, or Christianity. Before Christ A

key to all the aacred myateries of the present religions and their Oriental 
formation. By Kersey Gravea Prioe $1.50; postage 10 cent*
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DR. E. C. WATKINS’ 
GREAT WORK.

mum iks.

IMPORTANT!

DR. C. E. WATKINS, 
-THE- ' 

FAMOUS GHRONIST, 
OF AYER, MASS.

Quick Gurus I
Small Doses!

Bend age, najpe In full, Mid two ?■ cent pumps and 
leading symptom, and we will Bend you '

A Diagnosis of lour Case Free, 
pnd.we will try and make tha price of treatment right 
to you. Remember, please, that we do not wish to 
take youf ease unless you are dissatisfied with your 
present treatment. ’ Do not ask OUR opinion of this 
doctor or that one, because we never express o^ 
'opinion, nor have we' any one connected with ub that 
la allowed to speak Hl of auy oue or oyen to express an 
opinion. We know some doctors do so, but we do not.

The day of shot-gun prescription is past; drastic 
drugs in large doses will not be given .ten years from 
now, Wc believe In the certainty of medicine and In 
specific medication, but specific medication reunites 

’ SPECIFIC DIAGNOSIS.
Uo who understands the action of drugs, a#d whois 
gifted with the power of correctly diagnosing, is the 
'Successful physician to-day.

Specific Medicine I
No Drastic Drugs I

A BqqR on “Chronic Disease” 
Bent for 2-cent Stamp.

6. E. WATKINS, M.D.,
AYER, MASS.

DR. G. E. WATKINS’ 
Rtiral 

l+ealth 
ftonje.

This 1b in fact a large Sanitarium; only been 
opened a short time, yet it is a moat pronounced sue- 
cesB. DR. B. W. BANKS, the greatest Healer tbe 
world has ever had, has joined DR. WATKINS In th^ 
grand work, and 1b at the Home six day* in the week,
Write us and wc will tell you all about our 
methode of cure that we use al the Home.

DR. C. E. WATKINS, 
AYER, MASS.

new

Prelude of Camp-Meeting.

The Work of preparation for the next 
annual camp-meetiug of the Mississippi 
Valley Spiritualists’ Association, which 
Will be held at .Clinton, Iowa, July 81 to 
August 28 Inclusive, is progressing fa­
vorably. The committee ou speakers 
and mediums has concluded its labors 
and has secured the most complete and 
able list of talent that can be laid. Due 
care has been given to secure the beet 
possible talent for the presentation of 
tlie phenomena, as well as the philoso­
phy. The speakers and mediums en­
gaged are J. Frank Baxter, lecturer 
aud test medium; Mrs. Emma N. 
Warne, lecturer; J. 0. F. Grumblne, lec­
turer; Mrs. Marion Carpenter, lecturer 
and test medium; W. F. Peck, lecturer 
and leader of the vocal music; Edgar 
W, Emerson, test medium, and last but 
pot least by any means, Mrs. Georgia 
,G. Cooley, lecturer and test medium.

This insures to every camper a mouth 
of the greatest inlelleetual and spirit­
ual delight. In addition to those under 
contract, there will be a large number 
Of the truest aud best mediums in tlie 
country at our camp and these will be 
afforded every facility to ocottpy tbe 
platform in medium’s meetings and 
otherwise. Everything points to a large 
Increase in the attendance the coming 
season, and every Spiritualist who 
reads this article is Invited to include in 
bls or her plans for tlie summer a stay 
at Mt. Pleasant Park.

Dr. Phillips, the superintendent, has 
proven himself alive to tie best inter­
ests of the park and has removed a 
number of the old stumps, cleared up 
the grounds, and is keeping them in 
first-class shape.

The pasj season was a very success­
ful one, there being not only sufficient 
to pay all expenses, but a neat balance 
left to meet accruing Interest on the 
debt. Information will be cheerfully 
furnished upon application to the secre-
tary.

‘ulton, Ill.
MARTIN H. McGRATH,

Secretary.

PASSED TO SPIRIT-LIFE.

[Obituaries to the extent ot ten lines 
only will be inserted free.]

New. . England’s Spiritual 
Sanitarium.

Little Charley, son of Mr. and Mre. 
'A., K. Zinn, a bright little fellow of 3 
summers, passed-to. the bright life be­
yond the mystic river, on the 14th inst., 
■by falling into the mill-race while at 
play. The grief-stricken parents have 
the sympathy of the entire community. 
. Galesburg, Mich. D. V. EMMONS.

It Is situated In a historic, picturesque' 
and healthful' region, one mile from 
Ayer depot, iu the town of the same 
name. Ayer Is the junction of the 
Fitchburg [Hoosac -Tunnel route] and 
Boston and Maine railways, thirty-six 
miles from Boston, twenty-eight from 
Worcester, and eighteen from Nashua, 
N. H. It has pure air and water, from 
the Shaker Medicinal Spring, which, 
according to the analysis of the State 
Assayers of Massachusetts and Maine, 
surpasses the celebrated Poland Min­
eral Spring water of tbe latter state; 
perfect sanitation, and beautiful coun­
try roads lined with stately elms, over 
a gently undulating interval of woods, 
and fine farms, where the philosopher, 
A. Bronson Alcott, chose his earthly 
paradise. AH patients and rest-seekers 
will have the benefit of free rides In 
easy carriages, with careful, intelligent 
drivers. All the woods, and fields con­
tain places suited to the tastes and rest­
fulness of the most sensitive and cul­
tured minds. ’rrees.wild flowers, and 
fragrant breezes from the everlasting 
hills, often have a charm and richness 
of coloring that give rest, inspiration 
and vigor to the invalid, far surpassing 
that of any drugs, or the magnificent 
flower gardens of the great cities of 
Europe and America.

Ruskin, the great author and observ­
er of nature.and her curative agencies, 
says: “Consider what we owe to the 
meadow-grass,” and Sir John Lubbock, 
in his “Beauties of Nature," speaks In 
this way: “It is no great stretch of the 
imagination to regard trees as con­
scious beings,”

In this Health Home will be found all 
life-giving conditions and curative 
agencies. The building Is of brick, 
three and a half stories high, built in 
the most substantial manner; thirty 
rooms, large, convenient and sunny, 
with wide halls. Long lines of maple 
trees border both sides of the street, 
gnd .the heat, cheerful atmosphere of 
Shaker Village is qur nearest neighbor.

There are no rich inen or women back 
of this enterprises medical company 
—but ICfeaa ail bwri’brought about by 
Dr. Watkins’ push and determination- 
determined that New, England shall 
have the best; and finest Health Home 
In the world—as' such ;lt Is to-day. Dr. 
Watkins ha? ft; Very .large and extensive 
practice. AS, his practice Increases, he 
constantly increases his office help, un­
til now, in his new' office of six rooms, 
he has them filled with, assistants. Dr. 
Watkins lias, without doubt, one of the 
largest, If not the largest medical prac­
tice of any one physician In the world. 
And this large practice was not built 
up by trying to Injure other physicians, 
or by claiming that his psychic powers 
and medical knowledge were superior 
to all others, but rather by his care and 
kindness to his patients, aud curing 
them of their ills; one patient telling 
otlH-rs, etc. Dr. Watkins advertises ex­
tensively, It Is true, but not in a loud 
manner, and not with Intentions to In­
jure others. He believes that there are 
hundreds of others who cun cure the 
sick as well as himself. He has now 
the finest Spiritual Sanitarium in the 
world—not a second-class - boarding­
house. In fact, It is well worthy of the 
name “Health Home.”

In this Home, under the care of Dr. 
Watkins' and Dr. Banks—known 
throughout New England as “Banks, 
the Healer”—the sick are being cured 
dally of stubborn chronic diseases; and 
this, too, comparatively speaking, with­
out medicine. As Dr. Watkins said the 
other day, remember that we cure 
chronic diseases by Nature's methods. 
We give little medicine, aud that only 
of known merits, and use the most ad­
vanced scientific system.

We wish those who receive no benefit 
from drugs, and the old system of prac­
tice, would write us, and we will try 
and explain to them why we believe 
that, our methods of healing chronic 
diseases will cure them. Our terms for 
board and treatment are very low, and 
will be made known to all those seek­
lug health. Why uot try Nature's way 
of curing and preventing disease? Dis­
orders of the body cannot be cured by 
medicines unless the abuses to the 
body, which is the holy temple, are 
stopped. When tliat'is done, the person 
is on tho right road to health and hap­
piness. Study Nature, and follow her 
laws.

Dr. Charles E. Watkins, the physi­
cian In charge, and the famous 
chronlst, after years of medical prac­
tice and observation among thousands 
of patients suffering under various 
forms of disease, concluded that to 
more readily and effectually cure the 
many severe cases constantly coming 
under his care, he needed a Health 
Home where each patient could hare 
his dally personal attention, and pleas­
ant, congenial surroundings In and out 
of doors, with Intelligent, cheerful 
nursing, where particular attention 
would be paid to all of Nature's forces; 
food, air, exercise, baths, etc. All 
classes of chronic diseases will be 
treated except insanity and contagious 
diseases; aud If patients prefer 
they hare have the physician of their 
own choice treat them while receiving 
all the benefits of the Rural Health 
Home. Remember that food adapted 
to each individual temperament and or­
ganization, and judicious exercise and 
social intercourse are important factors

Passed to spirit life, April 4th 1898, 
Anna Augusta, wife of John'S. Phillips, 
of. Milford. Mich., in the 54th year of 
her age, of paralysis. Her mother was 
a true Spiritualist from her earliest 
recollection, and neither of them ever 
beard of any other religion that they 
desired. The funeral service was con­
ducted by D. P. Dewey, of Grand 
Blanc, Mich., at the Presbyterian 
church, which was literally crowded 
with people, curious and anxious to see 
and hear what was to come, and the 
grand and noble sentiments so beauti­
fully expressed,. the appropriate music 
by the choir, cannot fail to leave a last­
ing and favorable Impression upon the 
community. JOHN S. PHILLIPS.

“From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood 
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems 
of thought in poetic! dictloii in this hand­
some volume, wherewith to sweeten: 
hours of leisure and enjoyment Price 
*100. For sale at this office,

“Who Are Tnese Spiritualists and 
What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
<0 pages by Dr. J. M, Peebles, the well- 
known author.; Price 15.cents? For 
sal# at this.offiee.

in curing chronic diseases.
The price for board, care 

ment is from $8 to *15 
Three or four weeks at 
Health Home, will cure,

Tf+E JUBILEE
. -OB—

International Semi-Oenten- 
nial Celebration of

MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
TO BE HELD AT

ROCHESTER, N.Y., U.S.A.

From May 25 to June 1, 1898.
Wanted—The name and address of 

every Spiritualist in the United State# 
to complete the census. For particulars 
address FRANK WALKER, ,

General Manager, ' 
Hamburg, N. Y. ,

ft LIBRftRY.
The Spiritualist who commences now 

to form a Spiritualist or Occult library, 
by subscribing for The Progressive 
Thinker and obtaining Ghost Land, Is 
wise. If he reject this offer, his neigh­
bor willsoonadvance ahead of him, and 
he wilt sneak over to borrow what he 
had not the enterprise to pay for. We 
think, jn view of what we are doing, 
that The Progressive Thinker should 
visit every Spiritualist family in ths 
United States. Commence now, we re­
peat, to form a Spiritualist or Occult 
library by subscribing for The Pro­
gressive Thinker.

Drs, P«eHes&Burghs ASTONISHING!
POSITIVELY CURE

CHRONIC DISEASES

DR. J. M. PEEBLES. • .

OF INTEREST TO SPIRITUALISTS.
Anyone who is sick and failed to find 

relief, should send their name find ad­
dress (with stamp for reply) to Dr. J. 
CRAIG, Sacramento, Call., and I will 
(through spirit power) send you the 
cause and condition of your trouble; 
and after I give you a correct diagno­
sis, if you wish help I will make my
terms within your reach, 441

TESTIMONIAL.
B. F. Poole, . Clinton, Iowa—Dear 

Friend:—I have received more benefit 
from your spirit remedies, Elixirs Nos. 
1 and 2, and magnetized compound, 
than any treatment I have, ever taken.

I am, respectfully,
MRS. O. H. BROWN.

Altman, Colo. ’
Please read my liberal offer in an-

other column. B. F. POOLE.

MAGNETIC TREATMENT FREE.
Have you sore or weak eyes or falling 

eyesight? My Magnetized Compound 
and psychic treatment will cure them 
and Improve your eyesight. 8-oz pack­
age, with full directions, sent postpaid, 
10 cents. U. F. POOLE,

In the spring of tbe year blood purifiers are ad- 
vertlBod extensively in the public press and 
with flaming posters upon fences, barns and bill­
boards. The public have long considered It necessary 
that medicines of this nature be taken In tbe Spring-' 
time to rid the system of accumulated Impurities 
Which the closed pores of the skin and Inactivity on 
tbe part of the excretory organs during the ‘Winter 
months hap caused to bo retained within tbe system. 
It is largely because of this impure condition of tho 
blood that fevers and acute complaints are so prey#- 
lent in early Springtime. Naturally a person should 
feel brightest, best and strongest tn the Spring, It 1* 
then that tho trees put forth their buds, the grasses 

.and grains commence to grow, and' everything lu 
Nature speaks of life, of growth, of strength and of 
activity, and we naturally would participate in these 
conditions if the system were in a healthy condition. 
Bo-called blood purifiers are, with few exception#, 
cathartics. If this were all that is needed they might 
prove of benefit, but there is not one case In a thou­
sand that is not complicated with serious, chronic 
lesions. Not only have the excretory organs become 
Inactive but, to a considerable extent, diseased, and 
perhaps other parts of the body seriously affected, 
hence the treatment, to prove successful, should be 
directed by a competent physiolang and It is because 
the human body is so thoroughly understood by Drs. 
Peebles & Burrough* that they have such success In 
restoring it to a normal condition. Their treatment 
is directed to all parts of the system that need atten­
tion, and If an organ Is doing its work fully it is not 
injured by their treatment. Indiscriminate drugging 
does Infinite harm. You would not take your watch 
to a blacksmith to be repaired, and you should not 
intrust your delicate constitutions to the care of in­
competent individual* nor take the chances of per­
manent injury by indiscriminate drugging.

DRQ. PEEBLES & BURROUGHS offer the follow­
ing: CORRECT DIAGNOSIS free, Mild, Mag­
netized Medicines, Strong Psychic Treatment and 
PERMANENT cCBfes, coupled with Moderate 
Charges.

CONVINCING EVIDENCE

OF THEIR SUCCESS,

415tf Clinton, Iowa,

GHOST LAND

Drs. Peebles & Uauunghs, Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—My second moLb's treatment le 

»ow eQAfd; 1 barooMt felt a sign of pain la some 
time. Thera la ue use Of a well man takmgmed- 
clne, so I will not need any new supply, Thanking 
'ou very much for Imaging me out of so m&ob suf­

fering, 1 remain, vary truly yours,

April 8, 1808.
Geo, W. Aomsrly, 

Brooklyn, N. Y.

and treat- 
per week, 
the Rural 
completely

DOCTOR A. R. DORSON
Still Heal* the Sick Through 
the Mediumship of ... . .

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker.
If you wish Good Health 

should apply to her,

As a Spiritual Healer She 
No Equal.

you

Has

With her Magnetized Herbs all 
diseases that flesh is heir 

to are cured.

Send three two-cent stamps, age, sex, 
loek of hair and one leading symptom, 
with full name and plain address, and 
be convinced of the wonder# of spirit 
power by having her

DIAGNOSE YOUB CASE FREE.
Address all Mail to

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 132. SAN JOSE, CAL.

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
lathe oldest and most successful Spiritual Physician 

now in practice- Hie cure* are
THE MOST MARVELOUS 

of thia age. His examinations are correctly made, 
and free to all who send him name, age. sex and lock 
of hair, and six cents in stamps. He doesn’t ask for 
any leading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn’t need 
any. Address

J. S LOUCKS, M, D.,
85 Warren st., Stoneham, Mass. 442tf

10c Semi-Centennial Badge. 10c
Send 10 cents. SILVER, for a beautiful Souvenir 

Badge Pin, It |6 a picture of the HYDESVILLE 
COTTAGE, in colors, photographed on celluloid. 
Every member of your family should have one! Send 
for them to day! Circulars of the Jubilee sent with 
•ach badge. Price*—One, 10c; six, 50c; twelve, 8fic.

W Dftle. N. Y.

MRS. Q. PARTRIDGE,
The well-known Psychometrlst and Business Medium­
Headings personally, by letter or photograph 41.00. 
Throe reasonable questions answered by mall for 
25 cents Address 54 N. 52ud ave., Chicago. Psycho­
pathic treatments. 8?7tf

Mr. and Mrs. Hatfield Pettibone,
MEDIUMS,

B1W Groveland avenue, Chicago. Ill. Phenomenal 
Beancea given In full light. All seance, by appoint- 
inent every Tuesday and Friday evenings, at 8 o'clock 
sharp. Developing and Magnetic Treatment a special­
ty, Private sittings from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. dally. All 
correspondence with stamp enclosed promptly an­
swered. 4Mtf

PRW.M

FORSTER
1059 MARKET STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED

CONSULTATION FREE

Enclose Stamp for Reply.

A LOCK OF YOUR HAIR.
M BICK or AILING, send a lock of your 

hair, name, age, sex, leading dymp 
tom, four cents postage, and Twill dl
agnose your case and tell you what 
will cure your ailments. Address

DR. J. C, BATDORF,
Dept. F,, Grand Rapids, Mich.

■ 85811

ABSENT TREATMENTS
By the Use of Vitalized Flannel. 

Cures aU Manner of Diseases.

In order to get that remarkable book, 
Ghost Land, the order for it in all eases 
must be accompanied by a yew's sub­
scription for The Progressive Thinker. 
You can not order The Progressive 
Thinker to be sent to you for one year, 
and then afterwards send for the book. 
The fact that you subscribed for the 
paper some time ago, not knowing 
about the offer of the premium (or 
neglecting to order it), does not entitle 
you to Ghost Land now by simply pay­
ing the postage, 12 cents. In each and 
every case a year’s subscription for The 
Progressive Thinker must accompany 
the order for the book as previously an-

Dra. Peebles & Burroughs. Indianapolis, Jud.
Dear Sirs:—I Dave taken your medicine two 

months and am well. I think your treatment won­
derful, and will always apeak a good word for Drs. 
Peebles ABtHTOugbs. Wishing you unbounded suc­
cess. 1 am, very respectfully, .

April 2,1898.
^W«h.

DR. J. SWANSON
PSYCHOPATHIST,

And bls Spirit Band treat all diseases—physical and 
mental—at any distance, without medicine; also de­
velop Healers. Testimonials from all over the United 
States. J- C.F. Grumblne and "Willard J. Hull recom­
mend him. Send stamp for pamphlet, terms, etc. 
1728 Clinton avenue, Minneapolis, Minn. 44T

INSPIRATION’S VOICE.
A music book complete for the BpirituaHaVa every 

use. The finest music of any collection known, with 
suitable words. 60 cents, and postage 10 cents.

4Mtf H. W. BOOZER, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dr. A. TV. Birkholz, the Healer.

nounced. These conditions
complied with in all cases, 
write to us for any other 
they will not be granted.

cure, the most of chronic cases, where 
otherwise it might take months of 
home treatment. However, to those 
who cannot leave, home, Dr. Watkins’ 
treatment by mail is wonderfully suc­
cessful. As evidence of the great work 
he is doing, see clippings from letters 
of patients who have been cured, or 
who are receiving great benefit Dr. 
Watkins, with the honest, bona-fide, 
proven psychic gifts that he has, stands 
to-day before the world as one of the 
greatest of modern healers. Bead 
what his. grateful patients say of this 
gifted healer. JOHN STRONG.

Rural Health Home, Ayer, Mass.
All testimonials unasked, for. ■

WONDERFUL CURE. OF 
ALYSIS.

PAR

must be 
and don’t 
terms, for

Drs. Peebles & Burrough®, Indianapolis. Ind.
Dear Doctors?1*! have follow ad your treatment and 

instructions closely for 1416 flrat week and I feel tan 
per-cent Utter and ton year* younger.. I am proud 
of the opportunity of bring treated by you And will 
never be treated any other-doctors. Very truly,
„ O. Daunaib,
March 16.1808. ■ -Rat portage, Out. Cana.

Drs. Peebles & Burrough*. Indianapolis, Ind.
My Dear Friends:—I writs you to-day to let you 

kno# that tho tumor you treated in my left side is 
now perfectly well. I have waited about writing to 
be auro that it was well, and now I am convinced I 
want to thank you for all you have done for me. 
cannot express the gratitude 1 feel for you. Every 
hope had baen abandoned for my recovery when you 
took my case and now I am a well woman. Your

The Scientific Skeleton
I. needed It la pre-eminently a book tor Christiana, 
BtudenU, Sclentlsta aud Bptrilualhu. It reveals eome 
Of the MISTAKES OF (the scientific) MOSES, and 
gives philosophic reasons for the hope of Immortality. 
Price 23c. Address SAMVEL BLODGETT, Grafton, 
N. Dak. 445

Mus. S. S. Moon, 
8. Atlanta, Ga.

grateful patient, 
March 16, 1898.

pLAIRVOYANT READINGS BY MAIL.—SEND 25 
V cents (alIver), stamp, date of birth, lock of hair, 
leading questions. Write on one aide of paper only. 
MRS. G. GERRY, Grand Rapids, Mich. Lock box

MRS. JENNIE CROSSE,
25 Years a Public Medium.

Life reading, 41.00; six questions 50 cents. Send date 
of birth. Disease a specially. Andress 71 Irving 
place, Brooklyn, N. Y. 448

This grand book, “Ghost Land,” is a 
gift to all—to old subscribers as well as 
new ones, who comply with the condi­
tions set forth in the above. Several, 
whose subscription to The Progressive 
Thinker did not expire for many 
yea re, have renewed for another year 
in order to get "Ghost Land.” If you 
desire it, you can get it in the same 
way.

PRICE OF THE “SEQUEL.
The price hereafter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be as fol­
lows: Three cents for single copy. 
Where five or more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and 
fifty cents per hundred.

BEAR IN MIND. DR. J. A. BURROUGHS.

CORRECT DIAGNOSIS

tfli^dMMMfcflMuMlia
D0N’T/h*>r Dye.

Van’s Mexican Hair Iloitoretlvo 
Ii i Hair Food, nnd harmless at Water, 
We guarantee it to restore Gray Hair to ill 
Original Color, whether Brown, Blonde, 
Rador Biaato Positively cures dandruff, 
and stops hair from falling out, 81.00 
Per Bottle. Wo bare representatives of 
both sex who have established, In tholr 
respective localities, a permanent, profit­
able, and constantly Increasing demand for 
thia remedy, for the reason that each new 
customer becomes an advertisement

We wish to bear from reliable men and 
women who are prepared to take exclusive 
charge of unoccupied territory. Write us 
for particulars. •

MEXICAN MEDICINE CO., 
6# Dearborn Street, Obleago, Ill.

Researches i.

9 
& 
&

Edu ah, Nebraska, Jan. 6,1898.
Dear Doctor:—I feel better. The Vitalized Flannel 

has helped me. I feel stronger. I have worn it but a 
week this morning, ana my heart 1* better. I feel a 
strong power every morning at nine o’clock, and I go 
through one hour treatment that Is grand. I believe 
it k doing all right, fiend another piece.

Yourt truly, • wm. W. Wheeland,
C. E. Daniels, of Lampasas, Tex##, writes: “I am 

stronger and my stomach haa worked belter. I have 
used the stomach pump four time* in fourteen day*. 
Before I was compelled to use it two or three times a 
day.”

Mrs. Thomas Hay. of Norway. Mich, writes: “I am 
improving very much. 1 enclose 4— for another 
month's treatment.’*

Mna. M. Hoop, of Box Butte. Neb., writes: “I truly 
believe that pteco of Flannel did. me good, and I be­
lieve will eventually cure me.”

Under date of March 24, 1898, Mr. Win. D. Kelly, of 
Au Sable,Mich, writes: “I applied the flannel and it 
has done wonders for me. lam feeling better than I 
ever expected. I sleep two to three hours without 
waking, instead of ten to twenty minutes, as 1 had 
done for a year or more. The flannel or you have 
completely cured me of constipation and Indigestion, 
a thing I never even hoped for. Words fail to ex­
press my thankfulness to you?'

Address
A. W. BIRKHOLZ,

People’s Institute, Chicago, Ill.

IN V A LIDS
rr, HO Win. SEND TOUR CENTS IN 
f r itaaipa, thtir dlseua, or lymptomi, will receive 
pamphlet and advice ntxi to ours themselves without 
drug*. Tho THOMAS BATTERY COMPANY, Card­
Union, Ohio tf

rental History.
BY G. W. BROWN, M. D.

One ToR limo, 407 Pages, Cloth, $1.50,

In sending remittances to this office, 
write your orders on a single sheet of 
paper, to file away for future reference, 
If you have anything to say to the ed­
itor outelde of that, do so on a separate 
sheet It is not safe to send money in 
a letter; if it is sent that way, and lost 
in the course of transmission, you will 
be the -, loser. Do not send personal 
checks, As it costs 15 cents to get them 
cashed. Send postal or express order, 
or registered letter or draft payable In 
Chicago or New York, and there can 
be no loss.

Write names and addresses as plain 
as ordinary print, and mistakes will
avoided.

be

OF CHRONIC DISEASES.

COMMISSIONS.
Remember, authorized agents, 

when you take a commission on
that 
The

Progressive Thinker, that the party 
sending for the paper is not entitled to 
the premium, “Ghost Land.” Don’t 
forget that

Ft. Worth, Tex., April 9, 1898.
. - 822 Taylor Street.

After taking treatment from Dr. C. E. 
Watkins for paralysis and other serious 
troubles, I am again in the enjoyment 
of good health.. : -

. MARTHA-A. PHILLIPS.

Lewiston, Me., April 14, 1808.
Dear Doctor:—Your letter received 

containing, the diagnosis. The diag­
nosis was better than I could have told 
myself. ; MRS. IDA F. JENNINGS.

, (To be continued.)

■ “Principles of Light and Color.” By 
E. D. Babbitt M. D., LL. D. A truly 
great work of a master mind, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research Into Na­
ture’s finer forces are here garnered 
arid made' amenable to the well-being of 
humanity.. Medica1 men especially, and 
scientists, general voders and students 
of occult forces will find Instruction of 
great value and interest. A large, four- 
pound book, strongly bound, and con­
taining beautiful illustrative plates. 
For sale at this office. Price, postpaid, 
S5. It is a wonderful work and you 
wiR be delighted with it

“Origin ana Antiquity of Mah.” By 
Hudson Tuttle. A masterly philosoph­
ical work. English edition,, nicely 
bound in cloth, *1. For sale at this

Dr*. Peebles & Burroughs’ psychic powers enable 
them to diagnose diseases with unerring accuracy. 
The following from recent letters is positive proof of 
this statement.

Drs.Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis. Ind,
Dear Sirs:—Your favor Is received and you have 

diagnosed my case perfectly. Very truly,
MBS. M. F. SUAMMOH, 

March 29,1888. Denmark, Me.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—Your favor Is received, with diag­

nosis of my wife's cue. Its remarkable accuracy 
cannot be disputed and would to those who have no 
knowledge or faith In Spiritualism,, undoubtedly, 
serin both mysterious gad miraculous. I sincerely 
thank you for yourtfalthrul description of briefest. 
Very truly yours, * J. X Jknbon,

March 28,1898. Publisher, Cedar Rapids, la.

Dre.Pcebles & Burroighs, Indianapolis, Ipd.
Dear Birst—Youi: statement of my cate Is correct.

Very truly yours, w. H. Gbotx,
March 81,1898. Plum P. O., Pa.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs. Indianapolis. Ind.
Gentlemen:—Your:find favor of the 28th ult, In 

which you diagnotors ease of my daughter, is re­
ceived. I was surprised at the aocuracy of your de­
scription. I am, very truly yours, .

J.F.fliMOYns, M.P., Riverdale, Md., 
Medlcri-ExSminer In U. 8. Pension Office.

April 4,1898. ____ _ •

Drs. Peebles & Buntra|bs, Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—I am very thankful to you for your 

diagnosis of my qye ^pd must say it IsTery correct. 
Yours respectfully, . Hattub Thomas,

March 80,1888. ' Skowhegan, Me.

Drix Peebles &J3nrrou|hs, IndtenapoitB. Ind.
Dear Strri—xow diagnosis Is so correct In every 

way that t Cannot doufet that I will be .cured by your 
treatment Very sincerely, ' '

, Sarah A. Ladd, 
March 80, 1898. SomervUieTMais.

Dre. Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis, Ind
Dear Sirs:—I received your diagnosis iff my case 

and tn reply will ear that you told me howl felt bet­
ter than I could tell you. Yours in faith, .

GENERAL DIVISION.
Jl. RESEARCHES IK JEWISH HISTORY. 
9. RESEARCHES IN ZOROASTRIANISM
8. DERIVATION OP CHRISTIANITY. ; 
4. WHENCE OVE ARYAN ANCESTORS?

f The whole comprise# an earnest but fruitless search 
for U Historical Jesus. ,

In this volume the Jew* are clearly shown not to 
have been the holy and favored people they claim to 
bare been. The Messianic idea Is traced to the Bac­
trian Philosopher, 2350 years B. C., and Its history is 
outlined, following tho waves of emigration, until It is 
fully developed Into Christianity, with nmythical hero, 
at Alexandria, In Egypt, loon after the commencement 
of the Christian era.

Tbe book demonstrates that Christianity and Its cen 
tral hero are mythical; that the whole system is based 
on fraud, falsehood, forgery, fear and force; and that 
Ite rites, ceremonials, dogmas and superstitions are 
but survivals of so-called paganism. It shows vast re­
search among tbe records of the past; Its facta are 
mostly gleaned from Christian authority; and no per­
son can read It without 11 st ruction and profit, whether 
he reaches the same conclusions with the author or 
otherwise. For sale at thlAofflce.

"THE LYCEOM.”
The Lyceum, devoted to the interests 

of the young, and to lyceum work, Is 
published by Tom Clifford, at Cleve­
land, Ohio, No. 61 Willowdale street 
Only fifty cents per year. Every young 
person should have access to its col­
umns. In fact, all classes will find 
something of special Interest in it. It
is published weekly. Try it. 437tf

March 80, 1898.
[mtLv, ’ 
larlon, Ind.

office.
"Arcana 

and Laws 
Tuttle. A

of Nature; or the History 
of Creation.” By Hudson

_ well-known and tnosf p’r^'
found! treatise.; Cloth, *1. For sale at
thia office.

But what will be more convincing to you will be 
for you to write us, giving . -

NAME, A«E, SEX AND LEAD­
ING SYMPTOM, 

A7HS X1CKITB AS 

Absolutely Correct Diagnosis 
FREE OF CHARGE.

Address : ‘ .

DBS. PEEBLES &BURBUUUUS,
ludianapoUs. Indiana;'

BLINDNESS
-AND-

DEAFNESS
PREVENTED

-by­

DR. E. GREEN
. The Oculist and Aurist.

All diseases of the eye can be cured or relieved by 
Dr. Green’s
ABSORPTIVE METHOb

BIsJltlDg tte eJ6 aUd lW*’ NO KNIFE AND N«

CURE FOR DEAFNESS.
’ Ris new cure for Deafness Is unknown to the mM- 
i^al ^ro^esjlonan^ J* oreBtlng a ionskUoh In all

<Snsniu\?oB A office or mail ^W<>. Hiuidwdl 
treated SUKctolly at their homes. No case tegS 
unless a bate quo be effected.

fiend lull MrwOUlars of your case, aud you will fib 
calve by rottifn mall what the prospects are 
curing you. Address

DR. E. GREEN,

The blind medium, h. w. Sinclair, will 
send a Life Heading, with dales and names. Mall 

lock ot hair and one dollar. U. W. SINOLAIH, 7 
South Elizabeth street, Chicago. 442

W. H. RACK’S LIST.
PSYCHE has developed hundreds of Mediums, some­

times in one sitting, By express, prepaid, 41.20.
MEDIUMSHIP and How to Mesmerize. Fourth 

edition. Baid by press and public to be invaluable 
to the investigator of Mediuimhtp. Paper, 25c.

BIG BlBtE STORIES, mathematically calculated. 
The only book of tbe kina ever published. Cloth, Mt.

T^E>58^m,TUALIST BADGE, gold and plated. 78c

HYDESVILLE COTTAGE PIN, a Semi-Centennial 
Badge, lOo; three for 25c.
Send for circulars.

W. E. BACH, Lily Dale. N. Y.

MUS. M- L. GILLETTE. INDEPENDENT BLATE- 
writer, 218 Bust Od place, Chicago. 447

. QBNp LOCK HAIR, DATE OF BIRTH AND 25 
1 O cents for reading. M. H. ARON, 82 Laflin street, 

Chicago, ilk Astrology, psychometry, healing, etc. 
_______ ___________________________ 448

PSYCHOMETRIC READING,
By mall, one dollar. Address ANN S. PALMER
PALMITER, Lock Box 488, Kansas City, Mo. 442

B. ELIZABETH SHELDON, TRANCE AND 
Business Medium, 43 6. Elizabeth at. Sittings 
■ from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. Reading* personally, by 
T or photograph. 440

BUNGS SISTERS,
Phenomenal Mediums,

Independent Slate and Paper Writing daily. Se­
ances for Psychical Phenomena Sunday and Wednes­
day evenings at 8 o’clock. Spirit Portraits a specialty. 
Bend stamp for circular, 654 West Adams st., corner 
Wood; accessible by Way of Madson street cable, 
Ogden aven he electric and Metropolitan Elevated car
lines. 440

Lock Box 857, Chicago, j^

DR. MANSFIELD’S
HOMEOPATHIC MEDIC
Are oompOMB^ed clalrvoyantly for each
W1^?®* ^x W loading iymptbm f
AGNO8IS aud ’‘Methods of Ourc.” B 
f/^^®’ W* Sprague, Lyman 
Mdles Hull RECOMMEND

W. A. MANSFIELD, M, D.
152 Cellar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio,

Mediumship Is a Growth
Philosophical Spiritualists admit this. Tl 

weeK for twelve years 1 have sat for the blgl 
fuldment in preparatlpg for tbl* wqrk a* a I wag^E^W 6“““9' °”

DR. J. A. BAILEY,
No. 142 Fifth Avenue, Clinton, iowty 

NO DRUGS USED. NONE REQUIRED. 4|4tf, 

BETTER THAN GOLD. "

Elixir of Life Nos. One and Two 
Curesall form* of stomach, liver and kidney disease* 
rieoconstipation. A sure cure for that tired, worn-oui 
feeling. Guaranteed to assist your system to heMt> 
with pure, rich blood. Sufficient ouaotity for oni 
month sent for41.00.

One package of our Magnetized Compound for sore 
eyes or poor eyesight. Ha* been used and praised » 
thousands in al! parts of the world. Bent for 60 ceh3[ 
or all three sept postpaid tor |i.00. with Yarmrl 
photo and instructions how tolive lOOyeari

Melted Pebble Spectacles, 
RratoreloH vision. Write for Illustrated Clroi 

showing styles and prices and photo of Spirit Ya 
who developed this clairvoyant power In mo. 1 
adjust my Melted Pebble Spectacle, as perfeou 
your eye, in your own home as If you wore la 
open, us thousands can testify. Send stamp 
photo. B V. Poona. Clinton. Iowa.

PSYCHE
Ie the invention of a practical medium, under an. 
guidance, and 1b designed to develop medlumri 
Many, by ita use, have received long OohiWhUj 
lions from spirit friends, and express great saus] 
don. Price, 41, and 20 ceuw extra for express 
Fur sale at the office of The Progressive thin#

WANTEh-GOOD MAN OB WQMAM 
lo represent us lu every town. HobmI 
Article; Good Beller. Will give toil 

references. Address
LBKKO COMPANY, 
69 Dearborn St., Chicago.

FATF0lks«^bI ■ Por mouth by u bunn- n
treatment by prao- W

UcInanhMlclui ot So rears1 exnerlMco.
NobaaonectaordotontkufroBibualuQsa. /V^.
No Btarrlna, wrlaklee or JaoblnoM. Im L LMl. U 
prove® general health and bflautifieij complexion. Phr* 
Blclana aud society ladles Indorse It. ThouiaillU curea.

PATIENTS TREATED BY MAIL 
confidentially. For particulars addrcsA, with Blimp, 

DR. 0. W. F. SNYDER, i 5ff®W

PRACTICAL GUIDE TO SPIRITUALISM, HE.
Ing aud Occult Science, with complete rules 

Seances and Development-15 items by ProfqMOj 
Walrond, Opera House Block. Denver, Colo. 4S6tf ,

Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, 
Trance and BuMuess Medium Sitting* dally; hours, 
io to 4, Residence, Boui vernon Av., Chicago, Hi

Something New and Reliable
If rick, write me a letter stating the fact, with age. 

name, sax and complexion aud six cents In stamp! 
and I will tell you Just what your troubles are of 
PSyohlc Powers also a means of a rapid cure. I ne« 
no hair or leading symptoml; yiur letter is enough] 
Herballsttc Remedies In connection with Psychiu 
Power. Address or call.

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,
33 Warren st., Stoneham, Mass. [442]

CHRONIC DISEASES
A Specialty. Bend age, name in full, own hand­
writing, for FHEE DIAGNOSIS. Enclose tl 
Stamps, and address J. 6. COOPER, M. D., 
ant Park, Clinton, Iowa.

YOUB, future ^rar^M
Astrologer, Room* 6 A 7 Tabor Opera House Dwm{
Denver, Colo. Chart* from ll. Send stamp for

HOW TO BECOME A MEDIUM IN TOUR tfWA 
home. Will tend a pamphlet ghlug Instruction®, 

delineate your phase of medfnmriilp, aud a spiritual 
»ong-book. All for 26 cents. Address MRS. J. 
BLISS. Sun Diego, Cal. 458

The
FRED P. EVANS

World-Famed Medium for In­
dependent Slate-Writing.

He 18 now located at lOfl W. 48d it., between Bropd* 
way and Sixth av.. New York City. Agency for Psy­
chical and Occult literature. 488

College of Psychical Sciences.
To ensure satisfactory, permanent unfoldment la 

Psychometry. Clairvoyance, Psychopathy. Inspire 
lion. Illumination, send a stamped, addressed envelope 
for booklet, terms, percentage of medial and spiritual 
glftA to J. C. F. Grumblne, author aud lecturer, 78W 
Hawthorne avenue (Station P), Chicago.

•‘Clairvoyance: Its Nature and Law of Unfold­
ment.” A work of Illumination. Teaches how to 
pierce the veil of sense, to see spirits and unfold 
adeptship. Price 43.50. Address the author,

J. C.FGRUMBINE.

THE RELATION ,
Of tho Spiritual to the Material Universe; and the 
Law of Control. New edition, enlarged and revised, 
by M. Faraday. Price 15 cent*.

A LOCAL, 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND 

8U00ES8F0L TREATMENT 
Over a quarter of a centers 

before the public. Send fori 
* ‘ True Theory of Catarrh** 
mailed free.

DR. SYKES SURE CORE CO., 
813 W. Madison St., CHICAGO.

For Sale at Druagltlt*

MFE OF THOMAS PAINE.
By Editor ot tbe National with Preface and Hotel 

hr Peter EcMer. Illaitrated with Tlewi ol the old 
nine Homestead and Paine Monument, at New 
Boohelle, alao, portrait! or Thomaa Clio Hickman, 
Joe Billow, Mary Wollstonecraft, Madame Roland, 
Condorcet, BtIbioU and the moat prominent ot Paine's 
triends In Europe and America. Cloth, ft cecta.

OBSESSION.
How evil iplrlts Influence mortals. By IL Faraflaa 

P.88. Price 10 cents.

1 SEX revolution;-
BY WIS WAISBROOKER

Author of “Helen Harlow's Vow,” “Tbe Occult 
Force* of Sex.” “Perfect Motherhood,” and winy 
ether works. Price 2* cents. For Rale at Ibis office.

MIND READJNG AND BEYOND.
By Wm. A. Hovey. 1 200 pages, with Illustrations of 

the luhjecta treated upon. Price 11.25.

GLeApiin<3S 

FROM THE ROSTRUM.

M DEASS BRlBfl SURE CUBE at boat Wl US? 0 B F book fr ee. Dr.W.S.RIca nWl B & ®lhbox83, Smithville, N.Y
4M iBteow

BY A. B. FRENCH.
’ Thu work Is one that every one should read. Ii 

beams throughout with rare iem* of thought, prao*
1 tlcal m well u profound. There la famine and 

beauty In every sentence uttered. The work Ii dedt 
cated to tbe author’a favorite filter# Sarah French 
Farr, now passed to BpIrlUIfe. Hudson Tuttle, of 
ReninEelghu,Ohlo: gives an IntereEUngatotoli of the 
author’s life. _

THfcDIAKKA.
'THE DIAKKA A NJ) THEIR EARTH- 

ty Victim,by the Beer, A. J. Davis, ba very in- 
■ teratmf Md suggestive work. It is an explanation ol 
much that is false and repulsive In Bpfrltaali 
feodyinge most important recent Interne# wtti 
Victor WHscm, a resident of the Swunw-feaM.
W«a&u ItratieattNioac*

■ CONTENTS:
Dedication. 
Sketch of the Idle of LRAttA. 
William Denton, ^- •
Legends of the Buddh*. 
Mohammed, or the Faith and W#r>01 

i Islam. ' '
' Joseph Smith and theBookofltonMn 

Conflicts of Life. - 
The Power and Permanency of Men, 
The Unknown.

. Probability of a Future Uflk 
Anniversary Address. 
The Egotismof Onr Age. 
What Is Truth? 
Decoration Address.

^ ^©pderfd ^00^! 

1898. THE STARS SAY 1898 
A Phenomenal 

BU$iWS Wr! 
THE FUTURE FORETOLD I

READ Ormsby’s Almanac, Ephemeris, Bnsv 
flew, and Weather Guide, for i8q8, and 

learn what the future haa in store for. the People 
of .this Great Republic. Fifty-six Horoscopical 

Illustrations, ‘ .
A Reading for every child born daring the year 

Birthday information for all.
All About Marriage I

When to marry, when to have children, and 
how to make them what you wilt

All About Health I
This saves cost many times over. Price in 

paper, 50c. Cloth, $1,00, .
Dr. E. A. Read, eminent as an ad<’ 

vanced thinker, writes: “Brother Onna .,« 
by'sAImanac cameO.Kl It is the beri ?.. 
I ever saw, and Its usefulness shouli 
not be overlooked by the general pubU^^ 
It la well worth the price asked.’1 _ "'. . «!

Prplu.de
Dxrii.Ua

