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r LIKE THE FUMED G0RSI6HN BROTHERS. ASTROLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF NOTED BIBLE TEXTS.
' ———___—^~_ - ’ ' ' ' , i ‘ ’

REMARKABLE INSTANCE. OF TEL
EPATHY-OLD MAID TWINS OF 
ST, JOSEPH, MO., WHO EVEN
KNOW EACH OTHER’S 
SPOKEN THOUGHTS.

UN-

. Out in St. Joseph, Mo., says the New 
York HeraJ;!, live two sisters, Anna 
and Nau Funkhouser. They are twins, 
and between them exists a remarkable 
state of telepathy, such as Dumas pic
tured in “The Corsican Brothers.” 
Their very thoughts are not concealed 
from each other. If there could lie such 
a phenomenon as two bodies with one 
Soul, that phenomenon is embodied in 
the Funkhouser sisters.

Two quiet little women walked into 
the Central Police Station one morning 
tills week and laid upon the desk of 
Sergeant Fred Henry a small parcel. 
It contained silver spoons aud other ar
ticles of table cutlery and jewelry. The 
women were Anna aud Nan Funk
houser, twin sisters. They explained 
that they were afraid of being robbed. 
The officer smiled incredulously. The 
women insisted, and they were sent up 
stairs to the office of Chief Broder, who 
patiently listened to their tale.
, “Qur house will be entered by robbers 
to-night," said Anna, “aud If we are not 
accorded police protection we wish to 
place these articles where they will not 
pe stolen.”
’ Chief Broder asked how they knew 

what was about to transpire, and when 
he received the reply “that they just 
Knew It,” he was inclined to agree with
his subordinate 
as a couple of 
The Chief had 
sisters, and at

and laugh 
whimsical 
previously 
times odd

at the pair 
old maids, 
known the 
stories of

police, Is the fact that whatever one 
feels the other also experiences exactly 
in the same proportion or degree of ef
fectiveness. And not alone Is this the 
case where robberies are concerned, for 
en such occasions the fear of one trans
ferred by word or action to the other 
might be accounted for on reasonable 
grounds.

THEY LIVE FOR EACH OTHER.
Investigation revealed that Anna aud 

Nan Funkhouser live together and act 
very much as one person. In the first 
place, they are twins. They were born 
in Kentucky aud moved to Missouri 
with tbeir parents in the early days of 
Immigration to this state. Most of their 
lives were spent on a farm, but they re
ceived the best education that a fash
ionable Eastern girls’ school could pro
vide. They are fifty-two years old, and 
have resided in this city a half score of 
years.

They have no living relatives. Neither 
married, and, as far as they will tell, 
neither had any desire to change her 
state, nor had a Romeo ever sung of the 
divine passion beneath their chamber 
window. Their country life was passed 
In the pursuit of butterflies and in the 
study of books.

Since the death of their parents and 
the sale of the farm tbe women have 
lieved quietly at their cosy little home, 
No. 833 South Tenth street, where their 
days are spent in relieving the wants of 
the surrounding poor and their nights— 
tbe police s:ij' sarcastically—in fear of 
burglars. Tliat this latter feeling 1ms 
some good grounds for its presence has 
been demonstrated.

what the officers on the force termed 
their “Idiosyncrasies” had come to his 
ears. But he promised them police 
protection and directed them to the 
quarters of Police Matron Gribben, who 
smoothed their overwrought nerves by 
some sage advice. To please them 
further the police matron took the valu-

a

THEIR CHARITABLE WORKS.
Anna looks as much like Nau as only 
woman can look like her twin sister

ables and locked them in the safe 
Secretary Rutt.

PREDICTION COMES TRUE.
More to case his conscience than

of

to
execute what he considered a sensible 
duty, the Chief that night ordered the 
patrolman in the district to keep a 
sharp lookout over the home of the two 
women. About one o'clock in the morn
ing, the officer discovered a man prowl
ing In the vicinity. He watched him 

, and when he had removed a shutter 
from a “Window, the officer arrested 

; him. Tbe fellow showed fight and in 
an attempt to escape he was winged by 
a bullet from the officer's revolver.

In the police court tbe following 
morning the would-be robber—a tramp 
of vicious proclivities, who had been re

' leased from the workhouse only the 
day before—was sent up for a hundred 
days. Following tbe trial a conference 
with the women lu the Chief’s office de
veloped one of the strangest stories on 
record. .

Both women, protested that they had 
a feeling that something was going to 
happen to them. It grew for three or 
four days and on tbe morning in ques
tion had crystallized around a fixed no
tion—and that was that on the night of 
that day their house would be entered 

. by robbers. They said- they knew it 
was no use to attempt to shake off the 
feeling. It could not be done. Tliey 
had experienced similar sensations be

, fore, and they had invariably come 
: true.

That a robbery was contemplated the 
developments went to prove, but there 
was no testimony to show that the 
burglar had selected that particular 
house because be knew aught of tbe 
inmates or of possible booty to be ob
tained by effecting'an entrance there
to. His previous imprisonment pre
cluded the possibility of this.

UNCANNY PREMONITIONS.
During the conference it also devel

oped that the women had been fre- 
, quently the victims of robbers. Prev
ious to each night attack, they said, 
they had a certain premonition that 

. something unusual was about to hap
pen, but not always was it clear. At 
times, as patrolmen who were called in, 
testified, tbe ladies had Indeed spoken 
to the officers in the street, and asked 
that a metre than usually strict watch 
be kept on their home on certain nights.

The men thought little of this, bow- 
ever, as they met with many women 
who, they said, were afflicted with “no
tions.” As far as possible to trace the 

- days, it is disclosed that on each of the 
occasions referred to there had been a 
robbery or an attempted robbery at the 
home of the two old maids. In telling 

' their story the women were accurate as 
to dates and circumstances, and each 
bore the other out in her statements.

The strange circumstance in connec
tion with the lives of the women, and 
one that escaped the attention of the

when both have passed the meridian 
and patient old Time has Indelibly 
stamped the years on a once blooming 
face, and in their radiant tresses the 
silent snows have begun to fell. Both 
are plain of face and wrinkled and 
slightly stooped, and their eyes are a 
little dimmed, but when they appear on 
the streets in tbeir plain black gowns 
the attention of the casual passerby is 
attracted to the kindly light that beams 
on tlielr plain faces. They are pos
sessed of a comfortable competency 
and it is freely employed in works of 
charity.

Anna Funkhouser claims that Nan 
feels just as she does, and Nau claims 
that her sister’s feelings are her own. 
They attribute this strange state of af
fairs to the fact of their lifetime close 
companionship, and do not look for an 
explanation in tbe scientific problems 
of latter day telepathy. So close is tliis 
peculiar relation, however, tliat neither 
woman attempts to surprise her sister 
with a Christmas present often. They 
have tried It on each other and have 
discovered that the recipient knew al
most to a nickel of the worth of the 
gift, the time of Its' purchase and in 
some instances of the article. Itself be
fore it had left the store where it was 
procured. [ '

As an instance of the extent of this 
fellow-feeling, only recently Anna be
came tired of the monotonous black 
gown of her sister and determined to 
provide something more in accord with 
the prevailing styles. The cloth was 
wrapped up and on tlie counter when 
Nan hurriedly entered the store and 
said tersely: “Don’t do it.” Much to 
the chagrin of tbe shopkeeper, the sale 
was not made.
HOWTHEYREGARD EACH OTHER

The sister who had been left at home 
asserted that she knew exactly wbat 
the other whs about, and did hot desire 
the piece of goods under contemplation. 
Numerous trifling incidents of this sort 
are of every day occurrence, but the 
women are loath to lay much stress 
upon them, and attribute their knowl
edge of each other’s doings to tbeir 
great attachment and love for each 
other. ‘

It is but justice to the two lone wo
men to say that the neighbors all-love 
them, while according to them a meas
ure of peculiarities incident to old 
maids, and have, some plausible excuses 
to offer for everything that “comes out” 

’just as the sisters said it would in the 
daily routine, ot their, lives. : 1; 

, Of one thing the,stolid neighbors are 
convinced, and that is that when Anna 
or Nan Funkhouser is laid to rest be
neath the tail pines on the Mopes of 
Mount Mora church yard, there will be 
:a double funeral that day, ’and after 
that the little’ cottage-in the shade of 
the big maples' on South Tenth street 
iwill know either of .them no more for
ever. ■ - . .

“Behold tbe Lamb of God that taketb 
away the sin of the world!”—Johnl;29.

I heard a sermon from this text not 
long ago, and the clergyman went so 
wide of the mark, and left so much that 
was relevant to the subject unsaid, 
that I really did more thinking on the 
subject, I believe, than if he had kept 
in line with the thought, and I deter
mined to say something on the subject, 
as soon as I could find opportunity. I 
take that opportunity now. The Gos
pel of John was not written earlier than 
the close of the third century, about 
A. D. 176-180, and therefore it could 
not have been written by the John who 
was a disciple of Jesus. There are 
many reasons for believing that it was 
some other John than tbe disciple of 
Jesus:

1. John, as is well known, was an il
literate fisherman, but in this gospel 
we have the purest'Greek.

2. He speaks like a philosophic theo
logian, which he was incapable of do
ing.

3. John himself was a Jew, but we 
always find him speaking of the Jews 
in tbe third person, as "the feast of the 
Jews,” "the passover of the Jews,” "the 
manner of purification of the Jews,” 
etc.

4. There are errors in geography 
which John the disciple of Jesus would 
not have made if he had written this 
gospel. He speaks of “Enon near Sa
lam,” when in faet there was no such 
place anywhere near Salam; of "Beth
any beyond Jordan,” when in fact that 
place is below the mouth of Jordan, 
and west of it and southeast of Jeru
salem; a “city of Samaria called Sy- 
chor,” when there is no such city in Sa
maria; of “Bethsalda of Galilee,” 
whereas there is no such city in Gali
lee, but in Gaullnitus northeast of the 
sea of Galilee.

5. There are things of which John the 
disciple of Jesus knew, which he failed 
to mention, but they were mentioned 
by one or other of the evangelists: In 
Matt. 5:17 Jesus is quoted as saying 
“Think not I am come to destroy the 
law and the prophets," etc. Matthew 
was not present, yet he records it. John 
was present, yet he says nothing about 
it; .Matthew In the 17th chapter of hls 
gospel records the transfiguration, yet 
be was not there, but John who was 
there said nothing about it. '

The Encyclopedia Britannica, speak
ing of the gospel of John, says: “Its ex
istence before 140 A. D. is incapable 
either of decisive or probable showing.” 
And again: “The Johannine authorship 
has receded before the tide of modern 
criticism; aud though the tide is arbi
trary at times, it is here irresistible.” 
In his History of the Christian Relig
ion, Charles B. Waite says: “No men
tion is made of either of the gospels of 
Luke, Mark, John or Matthew by Clem
ent, Ignathis or 1’olycarp.” Page 52. 
Justin Martyr, A. D. 145 knew nothing 
of any of the gospels, and the first men
tion we have of John’s gospel was by 
Theophylus, A. D. 180.

Another argument against John is 
the statement in the opening of his gos-

and cold weather. When it was pass
ing through the sign Taurus, and the 
bull was thus slain by tlie sun passing 
through him, he was sacrificed for the 
Sins of the world, or kosmos. The 
Greek for sin is “amartia,” meaning an 
aberration or missing of tbe mark; 
something short of justice. This was 
removed by the slaying of the bull, aiid 
was typified by the Egyptians and 
Babylonians and Chaldeans by the sac
rifice of cattle. There-was a time when 
the sun passed through Capricornus, 
the goat, but that wks-17237 years pre
vious to his entering Taurus, but about 
220 years before the Christian era he 
entered Arles, and in bringing about a 
reconciliation that constellation was 
slain. . .

It is well known that the earth re
volves around the sun once in every 
year, but as we look at the heavens it 
seems to us the sun moves through all 
the twelve signs of $ie-zodiac which 
seem to girdle the earth puce in every 
year. But each year It will be noticed 
that the sun loses a little time. It lacks 
a few seconds of reaching the same 
point it did the year’before. In sev
enty-one years and two months it falls 
baek one degree, and in 2,154.66 years 
it will fall baek or lose so much time 
that it will appear in the--next constel
lation back of it at the' time it reaches 
the vernal equinox, and in 25, 856 years 
it will fall baek through all the signs, 
and commence where it did at tho be
ginning of that period; This explains 
what the ancients termed’-the end of 
the world. At the end of tbeir eycle 
which they flxed at 25,000' years they 
held that the sun would reach the place 
whence he started ill Scorpio, and tlie 
world would be burned up. And here 
is where Phaeton droVe hls chariot so 
near the sun that the world’ caught fire 
and was burped up. But Saturn tak^s 
the reins in hls handd and starts the 
earth on a new journey, )

gotten of God, our Master Jesus Christ 
to be born of a virgin without any hu
man mixture and to be crucified aud 
dead, aud to have risen again, and as- 
ended into heaven, we say no more in 
this than you say of those you style 
the sons of Jove.”

St, Augustine says:
“That in our times is the Christian re

ligion, which to know and follow is the 
most sure aud certain health, called ac
cording to that name, but not according 
to the thing Itself of which it is the 
name; for the thing itself, which is not 
called the Christian religion really was 
known to the ancients, nor was want
ing at any time, from the beginning of 
the human race until the time when 
Christ came iu the flesh, from whence 
the true religion which had previously 
existed began to be called Christian, 
and this iu our day is the Christian re
ligion, not as having been wanting in 
former. times, but as having iu latter 
times received this name.”

Clemens Alexnndrlnus says:
“And those who lived according to 

the true Logos, were really Christians, 
though they have been thought to be 
Atheists, as Soerates and Reraclitus 
and the Greeks, and sueh as resembled 
them.”

Lactantius says:
"Aud if there would have been any 

one to have collected the truth that was 
scattered and diffused among the sects 
aud individuals into one and to have re
duced it Into a system there would in
deed, have been no difference between 
him and us.”

Aruobius says:
“If Cicero’s works had been read as 

tliey ought to have been, by the heath
en, there would have been no need of 
Christian writers."

Origen says:
“For God revealed these things to

them, and whatsoever 
been well spoken.”

things have

pel: 
and 
was 
nies 
God

“In the beginning was the word, 
the word was God, and the word 
made flesh,” etc. Several theogo- 
mention that the first creation of 
was tlie spoken word. This word

went out through tbe universe, and cre
ation resulted.

In tbe Persian system, some time 
after Zoroaster, this word became en
dowed with life, an entity in Itself, and 
in the third century It was seized upon 
by tbe Christians, or that part of them
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the Trinitarian doctrine as 
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Johannine authorship of 
John being a disciple,

Nothing destroys‘authority so much 
as the inequal and Untimely inter
change of power, pressed too far and 
relaxed too much,—Bacon.

Be more prompt, to go to a friend in 
adversity than in’prosperity.—Chilo.

could have known that such a figure of 
speech was out of harmony with the 
custom or sacrifices of the Jews. A 
lamb never bore the sins of the people, 
nor did it ever take away their sins. 
They were frequently sacrificed, but 
never were the sins of the people at
tached to them. Think, of that, my 
friendly Christian, when you mouth 
over tbe words, “Jesus bore- my sins 
upon a tree.” Jesus could not bear 
your sins in or on his body and atone 
for them at the same time. If you will 
turn to the Levitical laws, Lev. 16:20, 
21, you will find that two goats were 
presented, one for sacrifice and the 
other as a scapegoat; the one was sac
rificed as au atonement for the people 
and tbe cleansing of the altar, tbe oth
er was made the bearer of the sins of 
the people by the confession of the 
priest, who laying bands upon the head 
of the scapegoat transferred the sins of 
the people to that animal, and he was 
“sent away by the hand of a fit man 
into the wilderness.” “And the goat 
shall bear upon him all their Iniquities 
unto a land not inhabited; and he shall 
let go the goat in the wilderness.” This 
was the way and the only way in 
which “sins were taken away.” All ef
forts to harmonize the death of Jesus 
with the law of sacrifices must meet 
with utter failure. If one is the ante- 
type of which the other is a type, then 
the antetype should have been ar
ranged with [reference to that, which 
was. to foUow In the type. Such was 
not the case. There ’is in no sense any 

’correspondence. I . Heed, not- mention 
the fact that the sacrifice ffiust be slain 
by a priest and not by the wicked Jews 
or. the Roman soldiers,, instigated by 
Satan, besides it is not probable that If 
Satan was using all his Infcrnal powers 
to thwart God’s purpose, he would have 
entered into a scheme by which he was 
to lose wliat power,he-had left. The 
Devil is not often given credit'for being 
a backwoods jay, to be taken into a 
confidence game which would lose him 
all he had to lose. •

This whole thing., was borrowed. or 
rather plagiarized from the astrologic 
systems of the early pagans. In early 
days the sun crossed the equinox, tak
ing away the iniquity of long nights

are shown in the above 'diagram.' At 
midnight on the 21st day of March tbe 
constellation of Scorpio Will appear to 
be rising, thus showing' that .the- sun is 
entering the opposite constellation, 
Arles. The Zodiac seeihs to be in mo
tion as the trees and fences seem to be 
in motion when we are in the cars, 
showing that the sun is falling back 
and becoming later each year in reach
ing the same place in the heavens. In
stead of entering Arles at the spring 
solstice.’ as It once did, it now only 
lacks about 30 minutes of entering the 
constellation Pisces, and in 36 years 
will enter it at the approach of the 
spring solstice. We may tlien say, “Be
hold the fish which taketb away the sin 
of the world.” It is a fact, that in con
templating this event the early Chris
tians actually in one or ffiore instances 
pictured a cross with’ fishes lying 
against it. "

The two zodiacs are here given to 
show the relative positions of the sun 
and constellations nowhpd 2,000 years 
ago. W[hat was then ^called Aries is 
now called Pisces. Tilfctis the constel
lation we call Aries, Is not Arles but 
tbe next constellation tafiter Arles. In
stead of adopting the'-ol^iform we re
name our constellatlblre after the sol
stices they once governed.’!

Now the author of JohA and the early 
Christians went to these "Pagans for 
their theology. At first they were too 
zealous for their conversion, and in or
der to make their religion more pala
table to them they introduced into 
Christianity some of .their doctrines. 
Their purposes were-lpyhL but the re
sult was that Christianity was con
verted over to Paganifita^and it became 
necessary, to write tha gospel of John 
to establish’The' Tflmtarlan f>art of 
their teachings.' Thesea^y Christians 
discovered this ’and attempted other 
explanations-of the niaiter. Below I 
give a few of them: ■

Justin Martyr saysfi:’; ■ '-. . '
“It having reached’^the' Devil's ears 

that the- prophets! Had 'foretold that 
Christ ’ would • comeTor.itfijs' ptjrpose - bf 
tormenting the wicked-in fire,..he set 
the D^then poets to bring forward a 
great many who should be called the 
sons of- Jove. The Devil laying his 
scheme in this, to get men to imagine 
that . the. true history of'Christ was the 
same character of . those prodigious far 
bles and poetic stories?’ ’

In the same work, he makes the fol- 
lotving confession: ,

“By declaring the Logos’the first be-

Dr. Adam Clarke, in his Evidence of
Natural and Revealed Religion, says:

“Some of the most ancient writers of 
the church have not scrupled expressly 
to call the Athenian Socrates and some 
others of the heathen moralists, by the 
name of Christians.”

Again, Justin Martyr, in his Apology, 
after describing the institution of the 
Lord’s supper as narrated In the gos
pels, goes on to say:

“Which the wicked devils have imi
tated in the mysteries of Mithras, com- 
jnandlng the same thing to be done. 
For that bread and cup of water (the 
Eblonite Christians, the earliest, it will 
be remembered, celebrated the com- 
munioK^y, yvlth bread and water. 
Water was mixed with wine afterward. 
—Bingham, Christian Antiquities.) are 
placed with certain incantations in the 
mystic rites of one who, is being initi
ated, you either know or can learn.”

Turtullian, speaking on the same sub
ject, says:

“The Devil by the mysteries of his 
idols, imitates even the divine myster
ies. He also baptizes his worshipers in 
water, and makes them believe that 
this purifies them of their crimes.......  
There Mithra sets his mark on the fore
head of his soldiers; he celebrates the 
oblation nf bread.”

What a conscienceless old rascal the 
Devil is anyhow, to steal the Christian 
rites at least a thousand years before 
Christianity was established, or had 
even been thought of.

We will now attempt to show where 
this idea originated and in fact all the 
cardinal principles. of modern Chris
tianity. In “Christianity as It Was Be
fore the Apostasy,” I only attempted to 
show its corruption, without giving the 
particular religions it was corrupted 
from. Oriental religions were much 
alike, as we have seen by the above ex
tracts, and no doubt all had a common 
origin.. That they originated at a very 
early day is evident from the sacrifice' 
of goats, and from’ .the worship of the 
Hour The’ vernal • equinox -evidently' 
was at one time celebrated • in those 
signs. We have already seen that this 
must have occurred 13,184 years before 
the sun entered Aries' 220 years-before 
the Christian era, or 13,404 years be-, 
fore the Ciiristiah era. ■ But ancient re
ligions’ had the power and the intelli
gence to adapt themselves to ’ the 
changed condition of our Kosmos or 
universe.

While all religions are much alike in 
many points, we owe more to Mitbra-

ism than any other religion. This cult, 
a branch of Zoroastrianism, had long 
previous to the Christian era spread it
self over the western part of Asia and 
in Europe, and might be met anywhere 
in the Roman empire. Constantine, 
himself, who established Christianity, 
seemed to be a believer in that religion, 
and instead of ehanging over to Chris
tianity he re-adapted Christianity to 
Mlthraism. That is he christened 
Mlthraism by another name, and called 
it Christianity Instead. In this way we 
got our Christmas, our Easter, our me
diator, our evil genius, the devil, the 
trinity, our atonement doctrine, and in 
faet everything that is cardinal in 
Christianity. Says Mr. John M. Rob
ertson, in a lecture on this cult in Lon
don a few years ago:

“Mithra comes to occupy a singular 
position as between the two great pow
ers of good and evil, Ormazd and Ahri
man, [God and the Devil] being actual
ly named the Mediator, and figuring to 
the devout eye as a humane and be
neficent God, nearer to man than the 
great spirit of Good, a Savior, a Re
deemer, eternally young, son of the 
Most High, and preserver of mankind 
from the evil one. lu brief he is a 
pagan Christ."

One of hls formulas was: “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, -which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty.”

The writer quoted above tells us:
“Tbe first day of the week, Sunday, 

was of course from time immemorial 
consecrated to Mithra by Mithraists; 
and as the sun-god was pre-eminently 
‘the Lord,’ Sunday was 'the Lord's 
Day' long before the Christian era.......  
But we have some exact information 
as to the two chief Mitbrale ceremonies 
or festivals, those of Christmas and 
Easter, the winter solstice aud the ver
nal equinox, the birthday of the sun
god and the period of his sacrifice and 
his triumph... .But we know, not only 
that Mithras and Osiris (and Horus) 
like so many other solar deities, were 
especially adored at the vernal equinox, 
but that in these worships there were 
special formulas representing, appar
ently, at that date, the symbolical 
death of the deity, the search for his 
body, and the finding of it. The Cliris- 
tian Flrmieus wrathfully tells how the 
priests of Osiris, who have a represen
tation of the god iu the most secret 
part of their temples, mourn for a cer-# 
tain number of days (presumptively, 
forty—Lent), while professedly search
ing for -the scattered members of Ms 
mangled body, till at length, they feign 
to have found it, when they finish their 
mourning and rejoice, saying, ‘we have 
found him, rejoice we, etc.” And we 
learn from Tertulllan that Osiris in the 
mysteries was buried aud came to life 
again. But as to Mlthraism, the details 
are still more precise. The worshipers, 
Flrmieus tells us, lay a stone Image by 
night on a bier and liturgically mourn 
for it, this image representing the dead 
god. This symbolical corpse Is then 
placed In a tomb and after a time is 
withdrawn from the tomb, whereupon 
the worshipers rejoice exhorting one 
another to be of good hope; lights are 
brought in and the priest anoints the 
throats of the devotees, murmuring 
slowly, ‘Be of good courage; you have 
been instructed in the mysteries, aud 
you shall have salvation from your sor
rows.’ ”

Could we ask for stronger or more 
evidence that Christianity Is indebted 
to the Persian mythology for what Is 
now confessed to be its cardinal prin
ciples? Another evidence ou this point 
comes from James Freeman Clarke’s 
great work entitled Ten Great Relig
ions. He is speaking of Zoroastrianism 
and as we said Mlthraism was an addi
tion to Zoroastrianism as Christianity 
is to Judaism, except that it seems to 
be recognized by Zoroaster himself. 
Says Mr. Clarke:

“Of this system we will say, in con
clusion, that in some respects it comes 
nearer to Christianity than any oth^r. 
Moreover, though so long dead, like the 
great nation of which it was the inspi
ration nnd life.—though swept away by 
Mohammedanism,—its influence re
mains, and has permeated both Juda
ism and Chrsltianityi Christianity has 
probably received from it through Ju
daism [also though Mlthraism.—D. W. 
H.]. its doctrine of angels and devils, 
and Its tendency to establish evil In the 
world as the permanent and equal ad
versary of Good.”—Ten Great Relig
ions. Part I., p. 204.

I might here add that the Jews 
learned all that they ever knew about 
a future life, of the Persians; or if they 
had learned anything of future rewards 
and punishments, they certainly said 
very little about it.

In Persia the sign Aries, we are told 
by Mr. John M. Robertson, “was known 
as the lamb, and in the Mithralc mys
teries at the Christian era it was -‘a 
lamb that was slain.’ ” Among the 
Jews we are told by Jastrow's Tal
mudic Dictionary, a male lamb one day 
old was called a ram. “Washed in the 
blood of the lamb,” was a common ex
pression among the Mithra Ites, from 
the very fact that unless the lamb was 
slain by the passing of the sun through 
the constellation Arles, iniquity could 
not be done away and dark night of 
winter would remain forever with us. 
Thus was the lamb offered as a sacri
fice for the sins or tbe aberrations of 
the Kosmos.

The titles given to Jesus were also 
many of them borrowed of the Mith- 
raic religion. The following are few of 
them: '

Alpha and'Omega.—Mithra was em
phatically both the beginning and end 
of the year.

Author and Finisher of Our Faith. •
Author of Eternal Salvation. Cer- 

. tainly the sun who comes back to us In 
■ tbe spring: and brings to life the vege
tation by which we live is the Author 
of Eternal Salvation. ■

Beginning of the Creation of - God. 
The appearance;of the.Sun after his 
death on t,he 21st day of December, Is 
the beginning of the creation for the 
next year.. He becomes .the .first fruits 
of them that slept. - '

Bread of God. Whether Mithra was 
called by this term or not, It would 
have been nnnwmrla+n Mnee Ua was thn

source through which bread was pro
duced. So also of bread of life.

First begotten of the dead, another 
appropriate term, since he arose from 
the dead ou the third day, or was cre
ated anew on Christmas day.

Horn of Salvation. And so he was. 
The word horn signifies power. It was 
through hls resurrection that life was 
brought baek to the world.

Light of the World. How true. With
out him the world would be in dark
ness.

Lion of the tribe-of Judah. The sun 
passes through Leo, the lion, after 
reaching the summer solstice.

Redeemer. Just wbat was said of 
Mithras. And so he is.

Did our religious Christians ever 
think of the antinomy that exists lu 
these terms. Let them attempt to rec
oncile the two characters of a lamb 
aud a lion. And yet Jesus is said to be 
both. Mithra was both, but not both 
at one time. Neither eould a lamb or 
a Hou be the "Author of Eternal Salva
tion,” the "Alpha, Omega,” "he that is' 
living and was dead,” etc. The fact 
tliat these titles are attached to Jesus, 
shows that Christianity, then as now, 
used words and titles without reference 
to consistency or sense, and they would 
uot have thought of such far-fetched 
titles, if tliey had not found them ready 
made, and appropriated them without 
reference to justice the religion they
plundered.

Norton, Kansas.
D. W. HULL.

THE WORLD BEYOND.
Do Animals Have a Future 

Existence?

In The Progressive Thinker L. C. H. 
asks the above question. Well, we 
have been often told from the mortal 
and from the higher life as well, that 
clairvoyance or that all pictures seen 
by a clairvoyant are pictures shown 
them by their attendant spirit guides. 
If this be a fact, then L. C. H. will have 
to go farther to prove that he saw any
thing but a picture shown him by his 
attendant spirit friends. Then there is 
another side of the question, or another 
question, and it is this: If animals have 
a continuous existence how long do 
they exist In the spirit or astral realm 
before they go back to the bosom of 
Mother Nature from whence they 
came? As I have very decided views 
In relation to these matters, I would 
like to hear from others on this matter,

My view is that all vegetable matter 
comes from the earth and is just as 
much of an expression of the great 
forces of nature, and of tlie great uni
versal intelligence of nature, which we 
call Soul of the Universe, as is the 
highest type of expression that we 
know of, aud all this vegetable growth 
goes back to the elements just as soon 
as it has fulfilled its mission in earth
life. And that all animals may, quite 
likely they do, exist over iu the astral 
or spirit condition for some little time, 
and then they are absorbed into the 
great bosom of nature’s vast domain 
aud are lost so far as tbeir individuality 
is concerned, yet there is no loss in the 
grand whole, for nothing is ever lost 
from the universe around us.

Next comes man, who contains all 
that the vegetable and all that the ani
mal does, aud more, for hls body Ib the 
temple of a living soul, or a spark from 
the great over-soul or intelligence of 
the whole mighty force and intelligence 
around us. And as he is a higher ani
mal and lias so many more attributes 
than the vegetable or the animal, he 
exists longer than either, and in the 
ages before him he, too, will be ab
sorbed iu the great realm of nature's 
forces and hls individuality will be lost 
forever, or his soul will have gone baek 
to the great spirit who gave it. Am I 
an aunihilationist Yes, in that sense 
that I am absorbed iu the forces aud in
telligence of nature, but uot in the 
sense that I am totally annihilated, for 
I am yet In the universe, but as an in
dividual no more. My first step baek 
toward the source from whence I eame 
is taken when I lay my useless aud 
worn-out body down iu mother earth, 
and my astral body or home house of 
the soul Is freed aud left to roam In tlie 
astral condition over in the realm of 
spirit. My next step higher will be 
when I lay down the astral body and 
there is nothing left of what was me 
but my soul or intelligence, aud when 
that intelligence Is purified enough it
will be equal to the universal 
geuce, and then like a glass of 
poured into a pail of water will 
gle with tbe soul of the natural

iutelli- 
water 
I min- 
condf-

tion existing everywhere; for we live 
and move and have our being in the 
great spirit, and we are of it aud in it, 
always and forever.

I know that immortality is taught by 
the Christians’ Bible, and by tbe Chris
tian minister, and by the Spiritualist, 
but who of them ever proved that 
statement to lie a fact? Not one ever 
did it, and there is not one iwta of proof 
in this wide universe that goes to show 
that man’s soul lives forever as an indi
vidual spirit, and what spirit, what 
man’s soul ever came back from that 
land of tbe forever to tell about it? 
None—no, not one: but we can prove at 
least to ourselves that we do continue 
to exist beyond the coffin and the 
shroud, but how long, tbe tongue of 
man, nor the voice of a god ever yet 
proclaimed it as a fact that could be 
demonstrated beyond a doubt.

Buffalo, N. Y. J. W. DENNIS.

“THE LYCEUM.”
. The Lyceum, devoted to the interests 
of the young, and to lyceum work, is 
published’by Tom Clifford, at Cleve
land; Ohio, No. 61 Willowdale streot 
Only fifty cents per year. Every young 
person should have access to its col
umns. In fact, all classes will fi£d 
something of special interest in it It 
is published weekly. Try it - " 437tf

The virtuous home is the basis of all 
natl'”’’'! •—- — —"--•—> ...........



A Counterblast on ; the Frjiud Question.

rise |o this article.

. OBJECTOR.nomena.

case lingered. Finally an ulcer began to discharge from

all life, all being. SAR’GIS.

When my friends are blind in .one eye, I look at them 
in profile.-—Joubert. . . .T ■•. , .a. • ■ ; /nisiq- ,: . ,

go'farther. All beyond this is our own work, what our 
apprehension, comprehension and understanding make 
out of the fact. If I look at it as a simple natural fact 
upon whieh I form a system of thinking—all right. If

----------- :-:)o(:-:-----------
I TREAD, I TREAD, I TREAD.

Yours in the Battle, 
, MOSES HULL.

“ Medioal Practice.”

The Mirrors .Held Before Their Face, and 
. . -They Don’t Like the Picture.

------------j-Qo^!^^-

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT IT?

■ To the Editor:—What is the matter, anyhow? Has 
the world all at once gone wrong, and is it going to the 
bad with the force of inevitableness? ■
< What has come over the people and press, that “fraud” 
seems to drown all else and fill the public ear with fretful 
discord? What has become of the level-headed Spirit
ualists? Have they gone on a journey, or are they only- 
over-noised by the persistence of the sensational? It 
would almost seem to the ordinary reader as if medium- 
ghip was, per se, off color and suspicious.

I am glad to' see that The Progressive Thinker has;- in 
its issue of February 12, a note of common sense, even-if 
it had to go across the water for it. On page 6 of that 
issue, from an article credited to the Two Worlds, of Eng
land, is taken jhe following: . .

“Spirit manifestations form the foundation upon 
which all systems of religion have been erected. Spirit
ualism is the essence or substratum of truth underlying all 
creeds, having for its corner-stone ‘demonstrated immor
tality.’ The dogmas and doctrines that have become en
crusted around the truth argent monuments of man’s ig: 
nofauce in the interpretation of.the phenomena, of Spirit
ualism.” ■

There is a truth—the truth—that Spiritualists seem to 
be: forgetting. The world is full of philosophers, the
orists, one-sided specialists, speculative dreamers and 
would-be creed-builders, but now, as ever, prophets, seers, 
oracles—mediums—are rare. ’

Tlie Spiritualist press is replete with organization, set
tled pastors,-, calls for* a creed, and such' machinery of a 
teaching priesthood. H the fraud literature has fl tithe 
of foundation for the talk indulged, we are in a pretty 
condition, truly, to fix up a creed—almost as well fitted as 
the conclave or Constantine when it put forth what 
we are asked to copy after.

Tins hofrl about fraud is not sensible, nor is it frank. 
It gives the Coverts and their like all the ammunition 
they have, and affords to cowards and time-servers outside 
an excuse for decrying it to the people, and even in
spiring the club of the policeman against the cause.

I have said it is not frank. I have been reading this 
last fraud clamor for a year or more, and can only remem
ber one case where there was courage enough displayed to 
denounce an offence by naming the party. And that was 
done by Will C. Hodge. If tlie fraud exposers would do 
as he did—tell the name and specify the act—the litera
ture on the subject would.be short lived, and our enemies 
be no longer able to quote us as their witnesses.

For example: In the “Intelligence” magazine for this 
month—February—is an article on “Science and Spirit- 
aul Phenomena,” by B. F. Underwood, from which this 
extract is clipped:
/ “The amount of trickery and fraud practiced by pro
fessional mediums is so great that it is not easy to de
termine with certainty where there is or is not genuine 
phenomenon—a strange occurrence not caused by the 
medium. One who commences the investigation is sure 
to be confronted with so much charlatanry, vulgarity and 
trickery, that he is very likely to become discouraged, and 
perhaps withdraws from any further association with 
such characters as he has to meet.”
' Now, this diatribe is by a man who knows spirit phe
nomena to be fact—or else he knows himself to be in
sincere. He has tried even as editor and heir to the Re- 
ligio Philosophical Journal, to be a teacher of the “higher 
order” of Spiritualism. He is a scientist, a philosopher, 
a teacher pf liberalism, who would have been in outer 
darkness long ago but for the audience Spiriualism has 
made possible for such as he. For yetfrs Spiritualists 
have not only eulogised him, courted him, but toadyed to 
him—and for this reward. But they have in part them
selves to blame for it—for they have, many of them, fur
nished him color for the calumny.

Let us be decent to ourselves in this matter: What do 
we- want with these self-styled scientists and half-pay 
priests anyhow ? They stop at the gate and demand sur
render before they even enter, and graciously tell us they 
will lend us their respectability if we will surrender to 
them the control of the household. And a whole camp
meeting was held up for three days and a Spiritualist 
newspaper for three weeks considering such a proposition 
from a man with a half-shell creed, as the price of the 
loan of liis respeclableness.

But to return to our mutton—the extract from the 
Two Worlds: People, especially many Spiritualists, seem 
to forget the fact that there is no other basis for religion 
known among man, from tradition to the historic period, 
than what we call in these days “spirit phenomena.” It

brown eyes—and no more. Mediums are-flpt angels, nor 
savants, philosophers, or even “elementals,” per se. They 
eat, drink, sleep, pray, swear, get cold or hot, hungry and 
nervous, have the dyspepsia, fever and ague, fiver com
plaint, heart trouble, and fall in love—just the same as 
any other people. They are creatures of necessity and en
vironment just the same.

But if’the world of half-baked people insist on making 
ninnies of themselves over mediums, and despite all a 
medium can do or say', insist on their being supernatural 
wonders—why'—tilings will be accordingly—that is all. 
I have heard mediums tell people they did not know 
so-and-so, could not do so-and-so, but would be told they 
could, and forced to submit to conditions to satisfy this 
jnorant clamor. And when this insistence comes from 
le sources of house-rent, market-bills and all such things 
hat belong to living, where is the excuse for all this ever- 
asting, cruel proscription? For be it remembered, al

ways, that a medium is subject to the universal law that 
requires three meals a day to sustain good jconditions of 
manifestation, as well as for manual labor, I never knew a 
sickra-bed medium capable of giving a seance.

Again, for one, I protest against the Jesuitical attempt

SOMEBODY IS VERY BADLY HURT.

:o make out of the modern- Spiritual movement a re- 
igious organization, propaganda, or cult. If all re
ligions of the world have been founded upon spirit phe
nomena wrongly understood and taught for the sake of 
humanity, let not that of this age be so prostituted. The 
curse of all ages has been the priesthood. A medium has 
no more right to teach or claim infallibility, than has the 
Rope—no more right to. form a creed or declare what God 
is or will do than had John Calvin. But through a me
dium we can know that life is a continuous thing, and 

‘that we do live after death of the body. That is the one. 
common lesson—and spirit phenomena demonstrates this 
To be a fact. •

' Just there the public, objective mission of Spiritualism 
ends. Nobody, no medium, no spirit, has any warrant to; 
go'farther. All beyond this ‘ •

is so in the Oriental religions, from Om, Ormazd, Osiris, 
Zeus, Allah, Jehovah to Shakerism and Mormonism. Is 
so as to the Voodoo of Africa or the Manitou of the 
American Indian. The story of Jesus is, from the an
nunciation to the last supper, an unbroken story of such 
phenomena and manifestation, unrelieved—as our critics 
would say—by a single scientific fact or reference. Each 
of .these religions has just the same credentials as the 
other—no less no more. Twist it as we may, fuss over 
the declaration as we choose—it is the truth neverthe
less, and has not been, will not be, caimot be disputed.

Then where is the fraud to come in—or where does it 
begin? Compared with the gigantic fraud that a talking 
spirit was the supreme creative power—or fhat this same 
Infinite was born after the manner of all vertebrate life— 
nursed a mother, played with children, got tired and hun
gry as he walked among his fellows—our crooked medium
ship is venial and inconsequent—not worth bothering 
about. For, after all, in nine cases out of ten our frauds 
are only a difference of opinion as between how it looked 
to two different people. I cannot now recall an “expose” 
that did not have as many to affirm the genuineness of 
the seance as to deny it.

And it is not all of a piece. For what is the difference 
between the phenomena of Moses and Aaron and the 
Egyptian magicians, other than a row over mediums? 
And so of all the battles and things of Gideon, Joshua, 
David and Goliah, and Saul and the Endor woman, but 
a difference about mediumship. And when Jehovah ad
vised not to fight on the plain, because he, being a god of 
hills, could not insure victory against horses and chariots 
—what else can you make out of it?

And when I see at the dawn of the twentieth century 
the believers in those old myths of fraudulent medium
ship hanging around our camps and printing offices of 
Spiritual newspapers talking “fraud,” and asking us to 
adopt them apd their’s into the family to give us respect
ability and a color or “religion,” the gorge rises and I 
cannot keep it down.

Of course there are fraudulent Spiritualists and pre
tended or dishonest mediums—and why not, pray? Has 

’ there been any discovery made by which perfect human 
beings are bred, any more than corn ears? And why, 
again, pray, should such a noise be made about misfits in 

: that direction any more than in any other class oLman-

you find it food for reverential aspiration and religious 
contemplation—so let it be. And so on just as the mind 
recognizing the fact can assimilate it. . ■

There need be no worry over results. The very high
est intelligences that have passed from this fife to that • 
are available, and even the savage man can meet his an
cestors in intelligible intercourse. And why not if man, 
pe rse, is immortal? And just here is where so much of 
the trouble comes in. The average Spiritualist does not 
realize that a spirit may be below them in actual knowl
edge. If the medium is—unless he or she is better by 
nature than you are—you will not be much benefitted by 
the teaching. And I use the word teaching purposely, 
for that is one of the stumbling blocks. We insist on be
ing told what to do, and how to do, mostly on the ma
terial plane, and because we do not realize all that we 
have forced from the medium, we are dissatisfied, and 
join the fraud shriekers.

To the common-sense, well-balanced mind reality of 
demonstrated immortality is the tremen'dous fact—a cer
tainty that embraces all the rest. And when the spirit
ual movement accepts that as the organic fact that is to 
govern all that follows, then the mission of modern Spir
itualism is being realized. All beyond that is individual 
conception of the fruit the fact bears for humanity. For 
example: Here is the wonderful thing we call the human 
organism—the physiological man. It is a fact—the fact. 
To understand it and live in harmony with its functions, 
are born all the schools of medicine, all the systems of 
therapeutics the world has ever known. But none of them 
affect the fact—they are all man’s deductions and spec
ulations from the fact itself. So it is with spirit phe
nomena. There is the fact—the religions of the world 
are men’s conceptions from the fact. God'is,- so to speak, 
in the fact—not in the humaq speculation from it.' '■ : "

Again: Let Spiritualists remember that no matter how 
many dishonest mediums there may be; whether we have 
organization, or permanent pastors, or not; no difference 
whether Tom, Dick or Harry is respectable or off color— 
it makes no difference in the fact. Nor will it, or can it, 
so long as the planet performs its functions as now. Me
diums will continue to be born into the world—good, bad 
and indifferent—just as long as people of all lands are 
born. And as long as people are born so, live so, and 
continue so to the end, they will come back so through 
mediums suited for their coming—and to tell us the com
mon truth and teach us the common lesson—that as the 
tree falls so it lieth—as the spirit leaves this life so will 
it return, the only way it can, through mediumship, to 
impress the great fact upon us.

The fact revealed by modern Spiritualism is of such 
transcendent import as to enlist the very highest capabili
ties and aspirations of mankind. And it is doing so and 
will do so. Doctoring at it from pre-educated ideas and 
with the alloy of human ambition for leadership and 
priestly power, will, as in all past time, cripple its march 
to ultimate triumph—but triumph it will—because the 
conditions of this age are humanly different.

This age has stripped it of the supernatural and the su
perstitions surrounding it in the past. It has been, and 
is being demonstrated that no message, no word spoken 
from the beyond, has been other than from a human be
ing. That fact is settled, and it will conquer. Give the 
world a century of mental activity upon that as a basic 
concept, and no seer has a vision equal to the civilization 
that will evolve out of it. This is the coming glory of 
the race that the veil of theology hides from the clairvoy
ance of the present. All of it is to come from human 
effort and unfoldment when it has this truth to stand 
upon.

And then will come the realization of the dream of the 
dreamer, the time the impatient complainer now mourns 
over—the more intimate communion between the em
bodied and disembodied—in knowledge, sympathy and 
harmony. No priesthood will ever again be known based 
upon a fraud as to spirit phenomena; no human being 
will ever be tolerated in going up and down the earth 
daring to speak by authority for the common author of

To the Editor:—I see you have been guilty of “joking 
on facts,” and.tfius of getting up an immense buzz among 
the orthodox Jwrnets. Clergymen and papers who have 
delighted to “pack filth like a pigeon,” have found their 
“chickens coming! home to roost;” and now the vials of 
their wrath aifeifll, uncorked, and their contents are being 
discharged o®cT|ie Progressive Thinker, which continues 
to pursue the even, tenor of its way, paying as much atten-' 
tion to their barking as the fast mail train between New 
York and Chicago does to the barking of a little yellow 
dog whieh essays to chase it off the track.

The fact is, I think it is seldom necessary, even as a 
matter of . self-defense, to paint the orthodox pictures as 
they are, as Cromwell said, “wrinkles and all.” But when 
they go too far, and our orthodox friends boast that they 
are looking' through a- window and beholding naughty 
Spiritualists, it may be well to occasionally show them 
that they are not looking through a window at all; they 
are only looking into a mirror and seeing themselves re
flected. Such,visions as some of them must have had 
when they read your “Sequel,” will certainly cause them 
to do as the boys’.'broken-winged. turkey .did,, that .is, 
“roost lower.” ■ ; >. -

These thoughts :are suggested by a clipping from the 
Albany (Ind.).Daily journal,-of March 17, 1898. The 
editor of this paper has found, to his surprise and cha
grin, that itiis his ox that has been goring the Spiritual
istic cow, and as- the lawyer said, “that alters the case.”

The editor begins by saying, “The Progressive Thinker 
places on exhibition its cloven foot.” I will venture to 
say that among the many thousands of readers of The 
Progressive Thinker, this man is the only one who sees 
the matter in-that light. It was the cloven-foot of the 
other fgllows which was placed on exhibition. -

How the Progressive Thinker exposes its own “cloven 
foot” by the exhibition of fifty-five closely printed col
umns of condensed facts of the shortcomings of clergy
men, it willtakeat least an Indiana editor to tell.

The whole article reads as follows: .
“The current number of The Progressive Tliinker, a 

Spiritualist newspaper published at Chicago, has b.een re
ceived. . . The, paper devotes its news columns to a silly 
attack on the character of erring preachers and church
members and. attributes their downfall to the baleful in
fluences of Christianity. These articles are published as 
a sequel to the Hull-Covert debate and are intended as a 
means to even up with the attacks made upon mediums. 
The advocates of the system appeal to some obscure por-

who have so little regard for truth as this editor mam-, 
ests, should preside over the destinies of a daily paper. 
Til this editor kindly show' his readers one case of Spir

itualists opposing our public school system? or one case 
where a Spiritualist was ever' known to oppose education? 
It is the old charge the Catholic church made against 
Martin Luther.

Illiberal men who lack both honor and brains will sel
dom scruple to say anything which may come into their 
minds when their pens or tongues, pre let loose against 
the advancement of truth.

Another charge is that “Spiritualism would sully the 
hope which stands by the open grays”- '! 1

Ilas the ignoramus who penned the above yet to be in
formed that Spiritualism is the woi'ld’? only hope? Look 
at the hopeless Robert Owen and, hi? son Robert Dale 
Owen, Prof. Hare, Judge Edmunds, Prof; Alfred Russell 
Wallace, and hundreds of others, wlmi were without hope 
and without God in .the world until Spiritualism “took 
their feet out of the mire and the clay, and placed them 
upon the rock;” and then say Spiritualism places the 
world out of hope! as well talk of the parching rain and 
dew, or of the sun emitting darkness and cold.

The fact is, the churches have always come short, mor
ally and intellectually of what the world had a right to 
expect; now that Spiritualism has come, and is fast mak
ing inroads into the Christian ranks, Christian editors 
and prehchers and their fools must not be expected to 

.tamely.sit down and submit to all tliis without saying 
something. If there is nothing sensible to say, the only 
thing.to do is to let off such fulminations as have given
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kind? What do we do when we find bad eggs in the 
nest? Raise a howl about fraud with the hens? No 
We throw out the eggs. When a fraud preacher is fount 
out, what do we do? Attack the creeds? No. We un
church the preacher. Do-you find the D. D.’s, who raise 
such a wail over fraud in Spiritualism, crying out that re
ligion is doomed because one of the anointed Ha? fallen 
from grace? There is too much-worldly wisdom flihong 
them for that. .. ■ : /

The main trouble about this fraud business is simply 
organic. Who and of what material is the majority o: 
Spiritualist .inquirers composed .of? Recruits from the 
ranks of theichurches, infidels, , the nothingarians—not 
one in a hundred having at the outset any clear concept 
tion of spirit, spirits-or phenomena. And this is trtie in 
Birger degree of puta^e Critics. ; Mediumship is as mtic 
• fact of organizatlorilasls redflrblack halir, bitie, gray or

P. S.—I feel like adding a postscript as to the “Danger 
to the Cause,” and it is this: I have been a student of 
Spiritualism for eighteen years, and about once a year 
have lain awake nights trembling over-this impending 
calamity. When I began looking into the problem there 
was only one camp-meeting of Spiritualists in the world
Lake Pleasant. Now, if memory is not at fault, there are 
some thirty, more or less, in full bloom. When I first saw 
Lake Pleasant the woods seemed full of mediums, includ
ing “Margaret,” and green-eyed people were there croon
ing of fraud, about the porches and peanut booths. But 
the cause still lives, and so do many of the then'frauds. 
I can name half-a-dozen of them still alive and doing 
business at tbe old stand. And what is more, they are 
accredited to-day by the very . Sanhedrim of pure Spirit
ualism as among the very elect of genuine mediumship. 
I refer to them, not to disparage, but to honor them as 
fighting the battles of truth, so that at last their very ene
mies praise them. Now,' all the people who have made 
this increase of camps possible, every one of them—you 
and me—were made Spiritualists by mediumship, its tests 
of continuous life. Let us be sensible, reasonable and 
just—tell the truth and behave ourselves. These are the 
views, simply, bf one of the silent majority that makes up 
the camps, supports the mediums, the speakers and the 
•press, and—respects the public law, : g,.
• Kansas City, Mo. ‘ / . , . _

'‘Human Culture and Cure, Marriage, Sexual Develop
ment, and Social Upbuilding.” By E. D. Babbitt, M. 
D., LL.D. A most excellent and very valuable work, by 
the Dean of the College of Fine Forces, and author of 
other.impprtant volumes on Health, Social Science, Re- 
ligion/etc. Trice, cloth4 75 cents. For sale at this office,'

tions of Scripture in support of tlieir doctrine, thinking 
the pretense will enlist the sympathy of the earnest Bible 
Christians. This is merely a subterfuge. The individ
ual who becomes 'thoroughly saturated with the doctrine 
ceases to court the influences of Christianity. It has no 
charms for him. The Progressive Thinker would destroy 
the religion Minch has influenced every generation in the 
establishmeriUofi; asylums for the insane, institutions of 
charity, prisahB'instead of the guillotine and the gallows 
for the crimutafl and houses for the aged, the infirm and 
the poor—it would take away the motive which, prompted 
the establishment of the public school system, sully the 
hope which stands by the open grave and strengthens and 
encourages the sad hearts who look for a reunion with 
the dead in ia world to come, and substitute therefor a 
system which-floes not know itself, whose cliief tenet is a 
conjecture and whose creed is a mystery even to. its most 
ambitious exipononts.”

The fact ia; The Progressive Thinker does not make a 
“silly” or any other kind of “attack” on anybody. All it 
does is to make quotations from the principal daily papers 
.of-AmerioatoiilThjete extracts-are not made by The Pro
gressive Thinker? they are only quoted, and for the most 
part given without note or comment. These extracts are 
given to lead the church, which through its clergy and its 
papers has attacked Spiritualism for fifty years, to see 
that the proportion of sinners even among its leaders is 
so great that it should obey Isaiah’s injunction to “Look 
to the rock whence it is hewn, and the hole whence they 
were digged,” before indulging too freely in the “I am 
holier than thou” doctrine. The church claims to be 
composed of God’s people, par excellence, and that the 
Spiritualists are composed of the worst elements of the 
other class. The Progressive Thinker has been collect
ing facts, and fired just one small shot from its immense 
magazine. The above doleful wail is one of the results.

This editor next says: “The advocates of the system 
(Spiritualism) appeal to some obscure portions of the 
Scripture to support their doctrine, thinking the pretense 
will enlist the sympathy of earnest Bible Christians.”

Ah! how does it happen that some portions of the Bible 
became obscure? Has not the Bible always been in the 
hands of these same Christians who have been mortally 
wounded by these excerpts published by The Progressive 
Thinker? If these Scriptures are obscure, why are they 
so? Is it not .-because the clergy failed to make them 
harmonize with the theories they had made, and wanted 
to force down-the throats of their victims? The fact is 
the most of the Bible is to the average Christian an “ob
scure” book. It twill remain obscure until the rising sun 
of Spiritualism dispels the theological fog banks.

The Progressive Thinker is next accused of making an 
effort to “destroy the religion which has influenced every 
generation in the establishment of asylums for the in
sane.” <

This shows how little this editor knows of theological 
history. If he knows anything of politics or of matters 
pertaining to worldly tilings he had better stick to those 
subjects, as his efforts to write on Spiritualism and com
parative theology would hardly “wash,” even with the 
most igiiorant theologian.

Andrew D. White, LL. D., President of Cornell Uni
versity, on page 105 of his “Warfare of Science with The
ology,” says: “In all the beautiful provisions during the 
Middle Ages for the elevation of human suffering, there 
was for the insane almost no care. Some monasteries, in
deed, gave them refuge. We hear of a charitable work 
done for them in ,the London Bethlehem hospital, in the 
thirteenth cqutryt, nt Geneva, in the fifteenth, at. Maf- 
seilles in thftlsjjsteenth, by the Black Penitents in the 
south of Frftn<?ft by certain Franciscans in northern 
France, by th& Alexian Brothers on the Rhine, and by 
various agenqjesiin other parts of Europe; but, curiously 
enough, the onl^really important effort in the Christian 
church was stimulated by the Mohammedans. Certain 
monks who todjjmuch to do with them in redeeming 
Christian slayjpspfound in the fifteenth century what John 
Howard found, j# the eighteenth, that the Arabs and 
Turks made ft large and merciful provision for lunatics, 
such as was npt^en in Christian lands; and this example 
led to betteriftsf^hlishments in Spain and Italy.”

Again on pagers? this writer says: “NaturMly enough 
John Howard! declared in 1789, that he found in Con
stantinople a better insane asylum than the great St. 
Luke’s hospital. in London. Well might he do so; for, 
ever since Caliph Omar had protected and encouraged the 
scientific investigation of insanity by Paul, of Agina, the 
Moslem treatment of the insane had been far more mer- 

j ciful than the systems prevailing throughout Chris
' tendom.” , . -
, In his “Influence of Christianity on Civilization,” B. F.

Underwood says:..“The credit of founding lunatic asy
lums, so often claimed for Christianity, belongs to the 
Mohammedans of the seventh century. No lunatic asy
lum existed in Christendom until the fifteenth century, 

, and then in places in close proximity to the Mohamme- 
dans.”—See page 40. •

The next ad captandem thrust this editor makes at 
। Spiritualism is, “Spiritualism would take away the motive 
j which prompted our public school system.” 
■ What a pity it is that men so filled with prejudice and.

An Earnest Objector Wants to Know.
- In The Progressiye Thinker of Marcli 26, Mr. Bach re- 
jorts what is called “a remarkabloT^st,” and asks, “Ob
jectors, what are you going to1 do .with it?”

I rise to ask Mr. Bach if he read Hudson Tuttle’s col
umn in the paper of the same date, and learned that liv
ing souls can and dp communicate with, and appear to, 
other living beings? Mr. Stead, he says, communicates 
with many of his living friends by automatic writing.

Now, Mr. Bach, according to Hudson Tuttle, whom 
you undoubtedly recognize as good authority, it is possi
ble for Mrs. Dedriek to communicate the death of Mrs. 
Bowers to Mrs. Weir by means of telepathy or soul com
munion. That Mrs. Dedriek was the communicator, and 
not Mrs. Bowers, I have not a doubt, and I do not see the 
necessity of resorting to the more uncertain explanation 
when there is such a simple one at hand.

Mr. Tuttle, who is a good psychologist, can also tell 
you that the living, incorporated soul has a common ev
ery-day habit of dramatizing its impressions from with
out; as it does invariably almost, in dreams, which are 
only dramatized suggestions. This explains to me all of 
the so-called spirit talk.

I feel like paraphrasing Paul’s talk to the Athenians, 
and saying: I perceive, 0, Spiritualists, that in all things 
you are too superstitious!

There is sure to be one spirit present at every religious 
meeting, be it Spiritualist or otherwise; this is the spirit 
of Ignorance, and it is not a spirit of the dead, but a spirit 
of the living. I have read The Progressive Thinker for a 
whole year and I have never yet read any evidence of any 
phenomena which necessitated the “spirits-of-the-dead” 
explanation.

Give us something harder, Mr. Bach. There are tilings 
in “spiritism” which cannot be explained by such a simple 
law as mind-reading, but they can be explained by other 
laws of the soul of the living, without dragging in such an 
unproven hypothesis as “spiritism.” I want nothing bet
ter than Hudson Tuttle’s column to convince me that 
there is a simpler explanation of all so-called spirit phe-

S. F. Deane, M. D., a physician of thorough education
al training and practice writes: “I have just read the ar
ticle by Hudson Tuttle in The Progressive Thinker, on 
Medical Practice, and severe as is the arraignment, it is no 
more.than a fair presentation of the subject. If it is 
wanting it is only because language has no words that 
can do justice to the cruel work of the vivisectionists. 
What of the training of the medical students in our in
stitutions of learning? Had the results been less disas
trous, one might well laugh at the ignorance of a full- 
fledged M. D., in the following ease: “A girl about ten 
years old contracted cold, followed by pneumonia. An 
M. D. was called. He doctored at the case about ten days, 
when meeting him in the street one day, I inquired of 
him about his patient and received this answer: “Well, 
she ain’t gitting along much, and I am at a loss to know 
whether she has worms or intermittent fever.” As 
this was an unexpected answer, I inquired of the symp 
toms. After a detail of them, I said, ‘lung fever.’ The
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the right side of the chest just above the nipple, and after um, that f« absolutely free from the tueo^^ 
o d 1 ± atitlon, and whichseveral weeks, some three months or more, it was an-1 

nounced ‘Fanny is dead.’ Were this an isolated case, it
might be excused; but human knowledge and human 
power to look into the system and see all its condition, it 
is not given to man and such cases should be excused only 
that the school that sends out such practitioners claims to 
have all the knowledge of the ages, and par excellence in 
‘the school.’ ”

How oft have I crawled from my restful bed 
Reluctant, and tired of the toil and tread 
Of the rocky road behind and ahead, 
And envied the peace and rest of the dead. 

But I tread, I tread, I tread, 
. And envy the peace of the dead.

Sometimes I get cross, at the grey peep of dawn, 
At thoughts of the day, with its grind coming on, 
And wish that the night, and the rest that is gone, 
Had been a last pause for the breath that was drawn. 

But I tread, I tread, I tread, 
And envy the peace of the dead.

I hear the old clock as it strikes off the time, 
lake the voice of a foe from a bleak, frozen clime, 
And I wish ’twas the toll of my funeral chime, 
Or the stalking of Death, that tread so sublime. 

But I tread, I tread, I tread, 
And envy the peace of the dead.

- I hear the sweet chirp of a bird on the’ sill, 
The tap on the roof of the woodpecker’s bill. 
And Tbid myself rise and work with''si .frill. 
As others are doing in the old’trCaibimn, 

~_ But I tread, I tread, I ixpafl,?' 
And envy the peace of the dead.

’Tis either a grind, a tread ora rust,.
’Tis either a fight or be ground in the dust. 
Then labor and fight and suffer I must, 
To grind out the bread and get but tlie crust.

So I tread, I tread, I tread, - 
And envy the peace of the dead.

Each planet must grind in its own special place;
Each sun must throw rays from its own brilliant face; 
Each woman and man in the whole human race, 
Must grind and must tread in past ages’ trace. ' 

- So I tread, I tread, I tread, . . . 
■ And envy the peace of the dead.
■ - . ' DR. T. WILKINS..
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Catarrh InhaleiBBT CURATIVE AGENCY
Suggestion as an Ideo-Dynamic Force.

(BY W. XAVIER SUDDUTH, M. A., M. D., F. R. M. S., 
CHICAGO; ILL.

Amqng the many curative agents that have been 
brought forward during the last few years, none is at
tracting wider attention at the present time than is the 
subject before us. .

Technically speaking, suggestion is the active principle 
of all psycho-therapeutic measures. Its discovery was 
the result of years of labor in the laboratories of the biol
ogist and experimental psychologist. In the fullest sense 
it is the legitimate child of science and not an outcast as 
some would try to make out. With such parentage it be
hooves us, therefore, to look into its claims and study well 
the phenomena of its manifestations.

Like many other curative agents, discovery of sugges
tion came about through close observation of pathological 
conditieqs. Just as the study of bacteriology in its re
lation tGpathology resulted in the formulation of the 
germ theory, of disease and the subsequent discovery of 
antisepsis and aeruin thprapyj so has the study of morbid,, 
psychology established the value of suggestive therapeut- 

: ics in the treatment of functional derangements.
‘ The late Daniel Hack Tuke was the Virchow of psy
chological medicine, and his works stand to-day as class
ical monuments to his memory. His labors, extending 
oyer a full quarter of a centry, have thrown a flood of 
light upon the influence of the mind on the body in the 
production of disease. He was a pioneer in the field ;of 
morbid psychology and while he was preceded by great 
lights, yet his light showed clear to the end.

Unzer, as early as 1771, wrote, “Expectation of the ac
tion of a remedy often causes us to experience its opera
tion beforehand,” and the immirtal John Hunter, whose 
breadth of intellect enabled him to grasp many scientific 
truths generations ahead of his time, lectured to his 
classes in 1786-7 on the subject of “Attention and Expec
tation.” -

Johannes Muller, in 1838, gave added light to our un
derstanding of the nature of the influence of mental 
states over bodily functions. He held as a general fact 
“that any state of the body, which is conceived to be ap
proaching and which is expected with an unfailing con
fidence, will be very prone to ensue, as the mere result of 
an idea, if it do not lie beyond the bounds of possibility.”

Braid, according to Dr. Tuke, in 1841, threw a flood of 
light on the influence of the mind upon the body-by his 
investigations into mesmerism which he reehristened 
hypnotism.

In. the compiling of his book, “Influence of the Mind 
Upon the Body,” Dr. Tuke drew upon an extended per
sonal experience and from over one hundred authorities 
upon the subject I should be vain indeed to hope to add 
to the scope of his labors in that direction, but such is not 
my intent; in this paper my sole purpose is to offer a pos
sible explanation of the line of action in the operation of 
suggestion in tlie treatment of disease.

The only rational manner of approaching the subject is 
from the side of psycho-physics, which let us proceed 
to do. *

Impulses arise as the result of central nervous activity

ode'of its advocates abroad to' a considerable'extent and T 
have become fully convinced of its efficacy in the treat
ment of certain pathological conditions. It is true that 
up to the present these have been largely in the nature of 
neuroses but with the rapid advance in our knowledge of 
the nature of function through researches in physiolog
ical chemistry and experimental psychology I look for
ward to a much wider field of usefulness for this natural 
remedy for perverted function. Let me, therefore, for a 
few moments call your attention to the probable line of 
its application. . .

As we have before seen all function has its inception in 
the sensorium and any derangement in this centre, either 
functional or organic, is liable to find expression in disor
dered functional activity. Diseased mental states, how
ever, are much more common than we are wont to think 
because they do not show as such directly but are often 
times reflected in different parts of the system. The emo
tions, fear, grief, anger and hate have long been known 
as having a marked effect upon the human barometer and 
should receive careful consideration at tlie hands of the 
general practitioner. Fear is especially most subtle and 
lasting in its influence. Many cases may be cited where 
fatal results have1 been produced through fright and on 
the other hand joy is also said to kill at times. The 
quickest way to effect cures in bodily ailments arising 
from emotional causes is to go directly to the seat of Hje 
disease, ^he mind; and disabuse it of its hallucination by 
appealing to the understanding rather than to the organs, 
which only reflect the central disease. It is generally 
well to treat urgent symptoms from the standpoint of 
general therapeutics because most patients have been 
brought up with the material idea of the potency of 
drugs, consequently tlie strongest suggestion that can be 
mai^Le under such circumstances is the administration of 
some medicament with the action of which he is more or 
less familiar, the idea being to create the quickest and 
firmest mental impression possible. But every physical 
suggestion, even if it is only in the nature of a placebo, 
should, he accompanied by verbal suggestions. Many a 
case has been relieved by similar lines of treatment and a 
permanent cure established by continued suggestion di
rected toward the restoration of healthy function.

There is hardly a diseased functional condition which 
the human body is prone that may not be directly bene
fited, if not permanently cured, by tlie aid of suggestive 
therapeutics; not only tliis but many organic lesions are 
improved, indirectly, by controlling the vascular supply 
and inhibiting destructive, metabolism until vital pro
cesses may be restored. •

Pain may thus be inhibited, a fever lowered and hys
teria controlled. Nervous dyspepsia is often permanent
ly cured in this way. Neurapathic affections, including 
insomnia and paralysis, have been cured. The various 
forms of nervous prostration are specially amenable to 
treatment by suggestion. Organic diseases of the nervous 
system are improved indirectly .by relieving tlie reflex 
symptoms and thus doing away with the strain upon the 
organism as a whole. Stammering, in cases where there 
are no physical lesions, which are seldom found, readily 
succumbs to suggestion. The extended field of reflex 
neuroses are benefited by suggestion and nearly all the 
disagreeable symptoms of rheumatic affections relieved. 
Alcoholic and narcotic inebriety, tobacco and oilier 
vicious bodily habits are successfully treated in most all 
eases. Perversions of the sexual instinct are most hap
pily treated by suggestion. Melancholia and paranoia in

STUDIES IN WIIIL THOUGHT.
Spirit and MatieY, Soul and Spirit, Spirit- 
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that is generally subconscious in character although back 
of this unconscious cerebration there may lie a sensorial
experience. All function; conscious and unconscious, 
alike has its inception in the sensorium. Our personality, 
physiognomy and bodily form as a whole is but the visible 
expression of this subtle, all-pervading, central force. 
Tendency and desire constitute the main spring of all 
function and exert an irresistible influence upon form as 
well. “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he,” is as lit
erally true of the physical as it is of the moral nature. By 
tendency is meant the hereditary influences, both phys
ical and mental, which undoubtedly have their direct in
fluence upon volition. In the main the will may be 
classed as an inhibitive force and as such it ■serves an ex
cellent purpose in nature by regulating desire which 
might otherwise run away with the organism were it not 
thus restrained and as these forces are all intimately asso
ciated in the manifestation of suggestion as a therapeutic 
agent we will briefly consider them.

Volition is the outward expression of desire coupled 
with a belief in the attainability of the object desired. 
Motion and emotion are distinctly separate experiences, 
yet we find them closely related in life, in fact the only 
way tliat emotions can rise into the realm of the con
scious is through the objective or physical organism for 
■tliey are undoubtedly subjective characteristics. The in
timate inter-relationship of the subjective and objective 
parts of man’s nature forms a most intricate study over 
which much contention has arisen.

Ladd, with whom our investigations lead us to agree, 
says, “The dualistic theory is the popular and only justifi
able metaphysics for the investigator who wishes to con
fine himself as closely as possible to the scientific study of 
either mental phenomena or the phenomena of the physi
cal sciences. It is the only intelligible and defensible 
conclusion of a critical metaphysics as applied to tile 
study of the real relations of body and mind.” “The or-

general form a fruitful field for its application.
Suggestion may be administered in tbe waking state 

but the happiest manner of presenting it is in the hyp
notic state, because in that state there exists the special 
form of passivity—whieh is most conducive to the highest 
receptivity of suggestion. After a patient has been hyp
notized several times this method is dispensed with and 
suggestions made in the waking state.

By reason of the fact that the subjective mind is inca
pable of inductive reasoning, it is necessary that the suc
cessive steps to be pursued in the treatment of any given 
ease should be specifically outlined at the beginning of 
each sitting in order that the best results may be attained.

This rule is equally applicable to suggestive treatment 
in the waking state as such methods are based on pure 
psychological grounds and tend to secure the greatest de
gree of confidence in the line of treatment adopted and 
best operates to secure the establishment of ideo-motor 
and ideo-dynamie impulses in the restoration of healthy 
function.

A CHRISTIAN COWBOY’S CREED.

In the preparation of these studies, the writer endeav
ors to use words in their generally accepted signification, 
thus he uses the words “soul” and “spirit” (meaning au 
individualized human entity) as interchangeable.

Among other definitions, Webster defines spirit as “the 
intelligent, immaterial and immortal part of man; the 
soul, in distinction Irhin the body in which it resides.” •

Again: “A disembodied soul; the human soul after- it 
has left the body.” -

Each of these definitions would seem to make the words 
synonymous, as applied to the human spiritual being or 
entity, A .

Heaven may be viewed as an ideal state of good, antici
pated or not yet attained; or but partly attained; hell as 
a condition outgrown. In a spiritual sense, heaven is 
above, hell beneath. ‘ The actual present may said to be 
a condition between the two, where they shade or- blend 
into each jffher. tin another view, “heaven (or hell) is 
within you,” in one’s spiritual condition or state.

Of spirit and matter,-it may be said that there are dif
ferent grades, varying in degrees of fineness from the 
-coarse to the infinitely refined. To the finer grade of 
spirit, a coarser grade may be considered as matter. To 
a less refined grade, that which is of a certain grade still 
less refined is matter, while a certain grade more highly 
refined is spirit. ■

As there must be a birth into earth-life before one can 
have vision of material things; so must there be a birth 
spiritual before one can have vision of spirit things. This 
spiritual birth needs not to await the article of death in 
order to its accomplishment. It may be a matter of 
growth, unfoldment of spiritual faculties, and percep
tions, a spiritual development that may be attained before 
the transition from the mortal plane to the ethereal. And 
it is in fact the normal condition of spiritualized human
ity. It is reached by the development of our spiritual 
faculties to the requisite degree. .

Lilian Whiting says: The event of death works no mi
raculous change of transformation. Man does not “be
come a spirit” by the process of dying, which is a mere 
chemical change. ■ Be becomes more and more a spiritual 
being, day by day, and year by year, as he developes his 
higher qualities, as he lives in the spirit, whieh is to live 
in justice, and truth, and generosity, and love; to live in 
intellectual development and increasing sympathy and 
good will to all humanity. He becomes less and less a 
spirit as he lives the life of the senses and finds his inter
ests and enjoyments on the sensual and the lower rather 
than the spiritual and the higher plane. The “rewards” 
and “punishments” after death form a merely figurative 
phase of expression. The reward of noble living is to 
achieve for ourselves noble qualities, to become noble in 
every fiber. The punishment of vice is to be vicious and 
low. The reward of study is in tlie gaining of knowledge. 
The punishment of waating time is in being ignorant and 
inconsequential andtinlbeing unworthy to hold a place in 
the ranks of the scholar and the thinker. The under
graduates of any university find rewards and punish
ments, in this sende; aw-aiting them as they come out to 
take their places ih the world. Each takes in time tbe 
exact place in the bontinunity for which he has fitted 
himself. Twenty’, years later one member of the class 
will be a man noble; honored, beloved; another will be os
tracised from all better life; but neither the one nor the 
other is part of an arbitrary system of “rewards” and 
“punishments,” but simply that each state is the outward 
result of inward qualities. “A man’s fortunes are the 
fruit of his character,”.: said Emerson. The acquirement 
of wealth is not a Testi'- The money-acquiring instinct 
may accompany thd-highcr'and nobler qualities; it may 
accompany baser ones; but it lies with a man himself as 
to whether he shall have the respect and the confidence 
of the community in winch he liyes. If he fail to inspire 
it, or, if, having acquired it, he forfeit it, in that lies his 

. punishment and for it he alone is responsible.

. This analog}- holds good for the experiences that await 
the man who enters the ethereal world. That which he 

• has achieved he carries with him, be it great or small. If 
• he has while here developed the loftier qualities of his na

ture, he enters on a realm whose conditions are more suit
ed to them than those existing here, and he is correspond
ingly happy. '

Near the mystical realm of Dreamland, . - 
When the twilight shadows flee,

My spirit bathes in the waters
. Of the silent Soul-land sea.

Silent and voiceless—the Soul-land? ■
No echo of speech or of tread?

Nay, tliat is the world of the living!
; • And Earth is the world of the dead!

In the realm of ethereal being,
Enzoned and enwrapt as the seers,

• I sense the life infinite, eternal, ■
And the thrill of the beautiful spheres,

Hammond, Ind. JAS. 0. UNDERHILL.
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dinary objections to tlie dualistic view of the real rela
tions of body and mind have references to certain differ
ences in conceptions of the nature and application of the 
principle of causation.” “On tliis point the opponents 
of dualism are wont to criticize its adherents for their 
view of tbe interaction of these two alleged substances.” 
In explanation he says, “The word interaction may be 
used appropriately enough to describe under one term al!

• relations in reality between the body and mind, if only 
clear and consistent conceptions, as to the meaning of the 
word be formed and maintained.”

The more radical school of evolutionary psychologists, 
perhaps best represented by James, of Harvard, holds to 
the theory of a “mind dust” and says, “That if evolution 
is to work smoothly, consciousness in some shape must 
have been present at^the very origin of things.” While 
I am willing to admit the reasonableness of the latter 
part of the proposition I do not sec any reason for claim
ing a “nebular ’ origin for mind or intelligence upon such 
n premise. It would seem more rational to liold to the 
theory of superiority and pre-existence of intelligence, 
which in this instance would represent mind and claim 
that it finds expression in nature, body, as an essential 
part of it; moulding, modifying and using it to suit its 
own purpose and when finally done with it casting it 
aside as a worn out garment.

Individual intelligence is a matter of growth based 
upon personal experiences rising out of special environ
ment. This intelligence is not a de novo product "of 
highly endowed matter because even the lowest forms of 
life present some degree of intelligence but in its higher 
manifestations it is the outgrowth of these two forces 
working conjointly for the upbuilding of a more perfect 
organism. The first principle therefore to be laid down 
as offering a working hypothesis as to the probable chan
nel through or by which suggested ideas may be made to 
assume definite form in action or activity of bodily func

' tion is to be found in the reciprocal interdependence of 
body and mind. We learn, as children, of our ability to 

' perform certain acts by finding ourselves involuntarily 
performing them. , Indifferently it may be at first but the 

- action once.born, we go on voluntarily, improving upon 
our first efforts until a certain degree of perfection is 
finally acquired. Some one'has said, that confidence, or 
faith is born of the knowledge of having once successfully 
performed an act. , ' . .

: Beginning as an empirical practice, even as more ina- 
ferial medicine did, in many.instances, suggestion is rap
idly reaching a scientific basis in Europe and to. some ex
tent ill j this ^country. It Jias been my good fortune to 

41^V£jiad--&^ the special meth-

I am no professin’ Christian of the sort the cities hold, 
Hain’t been gathered with the chosen in the chosen’s sa

cred fold,
An’ I never groan in spirit while a thinkin’ o’ the way 
That the reckless unbelievers sin around me every day. 
All the creed 1 try to practice is the ol’-time Golden Rule, 
Never hear no sacred music but the breezes fresh an’ cool, 
An’ the only church o’ worship onto which my fancy 

clings,
Is the outdoor church o’ Nature whar the Lord’s a runnin’ 

things.

I kin git more soothin’ comfort from the music o’ the 
brooks .

Than the preachers o’ creation ever rassled out o’ books. 
An’ the sighin’ o’ the breezes an’ the singin’ o’ the birds 
Brings a sort o’ Christian feelin’ you kin never git from 

words.
There is sermons in the sunshine, there’s discourses in the 

flowers,
There is heavenly baptism in the gentle springtime 

showers.
There is life an’ inspiration in the brooks an’ in the 

springs,
Out in Nature’s sanctuary whar the Lord’s a runnin’ 

things. ‘ ■
When I’m ridin on the night herd every star that gleams 

above,
Seems a sparklin’ gem that’s speakin’ o’ the Masters 

kindly love.
An’ the flashin’ o’ the lightnin’ an’ the thunder’s angry 

roar '
Tells me o’ the power majestic o’ the Bein’ I adore. 
When the storm in awful fury is a bowlin’ in its wrath. 
Like as if ’t’d sweep the cattle jes’ like feathers from its 

path,
I’m contented as the sage chicks underneath their moth

er’s wings.
Out in Nature’s big cathedral,whar the Lord’s.a runnin’ 

tilings.
When I hear the final summons sent to tell me I must go 
To the round-up in the heavens from the ranges here be

low,
Not a song nor not a sermon nor a ceremonious play 
Do I want in the perceedin’s when my body’s laid away. 
I would rather far be buried on the ranges all alone, 
With the spot whar I’m sleepin’ nev^r marked by board 

or stone,
Sb’s when Gabriel sounds his trumpet I kin rise an’ 

spread my .wings I
From the grassy slopes o’ Nature, whar the Lord’s a run- 

nin’ things. .
—James Barton Adams in Denver Post.

Purity is an essential of spirituality, spirituality of 
thought, of life. ’

Nothing that is impure, unclean, can bear the divine 
impress spiritual.

If a spirit thinks impure, vicious, gross thoughts, such 
thoughts cannot properly be termed spiritual thoughts. 
It is not the mere fact that certain thoughts emanate 
from a spirit, but the quality of the thoughts, that con
stitutes them and entitles them to be called spiritual 
thought. -

Surely a spirit, whether in the flesh or out of it, whose 
thoughts are thoughts of murder, wrongful deeds, and 
the carrying out of base passions and lusts, does not in 
these things exemplify spirituality or spiritual thought.

It is a sad fact that many spirits pass into the spirit 
world in a very gross, unspiritual condition. Their 
moral status is low, their plane of thought gross, impure, 
unrefined, unspiritual. Only through the process of cul
ture and growth can such become spiritualized sufficiently

“The Watseka Wonder.” To the student , of. psychic 
phenomena, this pamphlet is intensely interesting. It 
gives detailed accounts of two cases of “double conscious
ness,” namely Mary. Lurancy Vennum, of. Watseka, HL, 
and Mary Reynolds, of Venango County, Pa. For sale at 
this office. Price 15 cents. ;

“Origin and Antiquity of Man.” By Hudson Tuttla 
A masterly philosophies work.: English edition, nicely 
bound in clothj^l. For sale at this office. • - ; . ‘

It is very seldom you run across a man who is bold 
enough to disregard a prevailing custom and advance a 
theory that will cause him to feel flattered if it meets any 
semblance of approval. • In this day and age we are, per
haps prone to bow to the observances of our fore
fathers, but nevertheless we are usually reluctant to dis
regard them. But there is one man, a minister, too, who 
dared to contend that our observance of the Sabbath does 
not spring from biblical facts, but custom, and not only 
tliat, but that it is a custom that ought to be abolished.

Elder J. M. Foulke, of the Christian church, the 
“bricklayer evangelist,” Bevier, Macon county, Mo., 
rather astonished his congregation by his statement that 
every individual should be allowed to select his own Sab
bath, and backed up the assertion by putting an entirely 
different construction on various quotations from the 
Bible from what they have hitherto borne. Among other 
things Elder Foulks said: “ ’Tie true, we have many 
grand, good Christians who contend for Sunday as the 
Sabbath of the Lord. Then, we have others who as 
strongly contend for Saturday as the Sabbath. There are 
still others who advocate that the Sabbath is in Christ as 
‘he is all in all,’ and worship seven days in the week. 
Sunday was given us by Constantine, a sun worshiper, ac
cepted and endorsed by the Roman Catholics, who offered 
thousands of dollars to any Protestant who can prove by 
the Scripture of its being a day set apart by Christ or his 
apostles, they claiming it a day set apart by and for them
selves and that Protestants are using the day of thig^se- 
lection regardless of the truth regarding it and impreg
nating it in our laws to the detriment of the law of prog
ress and religious liberty. "

“There are multiplied thousands of things necessary to 
be done upon that day, which, if carried out by those who 
are to do them, brings them under condemnation of the 
law, yet are conceded to be right upon other days. There
fore, the law as it is is not right; there is no justice nor 
liberty in it, and it is a greater factor for evil than good.

“Also the Sunday law lias a tendency to make hypo
crites. Take those Christians who believe Sunday to be 
the Sabbath of the Lord, and believe they must keep it as 
the Jews kept the Jewish Sabbath. They will go to 
church for an hour of two; then, perhaps we will see the 
banker step around to his office for a few minutes to ad
just something in his accounts tlie day before; tlie mer
chant will supply the unfortunate that could not get 
around Saturday night; the secretary will write on Sun
day to catch up. Thus we might go on almost indefinite
ly enumerating Sabbath desecrations, dancing halls, beer 
gardens, theaters and resorts of every name and order 
that are open on Sunday to catch the unwary. Many a 
young man and woman can point to Sunday as the down
fall of their ruin.

“Why is this? Because it calls all men from honest 
toil to cease from labor at once and creates opportunities 
for the devilish nefarious scoundrels to carry out their 
preconcerted plans and schemes upon the innocent anc 
unsophisticated. Their places of amusement and shame 
are open to catch those whose characters are not yet 
formed and destroy them in every way possible, morally, 
financially, socially, religiously, etc.

“The law we need is not a one-day Sabbath, demanding 
that all men shall cease from labor at once, nor a day 
based upon what any church, sect, creed or denomination 
may think about it. Let it be based upon justice and lib
erty, that will benefit all men to the extent that he may 
have one day in seven and that day to be one of his own 
selection. Give him the liberty to do as his conscience 
dictates, and not coerce him to be subservient to a law 
that is-unjust, discriminating.”

to be capable of sustained spiritual thought.
Money-grubbing, libidinous sensuality, “evil concupis

cence” in varied forms, formed their staple of thought, 
entered into the warp and woof of their mentality, and 
controlled their inner, if not their outer life and actions; 
and all these characteristics of thought, desire and intent 
they carry with them into the spirit world. They carry 
their hell with them, the hell of grossness and sensuality 
which must be outgrown before they can reach the 
heaven of spiritual life and thought.

On the other hand there are and have been those whose 
chosen and habitual plane of thought has been in the 
bright zone of high, pure, moral and spiritual aspiration, 
with their garments unspotted by the world of grossness 
and impurity surrounding them. Steadily, gladly, their 
feet tread the beautiful way, the bright glow of angelic 
inspiration illumifiat&g their brow, the love of their 
highest ideal of gbodhess wanning their heart, and the 
heaven of pure spiritual thought enjoyed in their present 
life, and a still hig^eoo plentitude enjoyed in sure antici
pation. nr it;
,It has seemed u^efdl at times to define meanings to 

some extent, and to Teach out into cognate lines of 
thought as a help ill fttidy; but ever has the thought been 
present with me, aWd flie desire embodied in the thought: 
0, if I can only heip'Uome one, some soul struggling on
ward and looking frpwurd, in life’s journey—if I can help 
even one soul towardathe higher life of spiritual thought 
and aspiration, I shblbbe glad and feel richly repaid for 
my efforts. t;- j

Let me close this with some stanzas from an unpub
lished poem: ’ '

THE GARDEN.
When weary of earth and its sadness, 

I hie to my soul’s garden home, -
And there; in the sweet hush of gladness^ 

I wait for the angels to come.
They come when the daylight is dying— 

Ere I call I behold them anear— -
They come with sweet balm for my sighing 

For my weary heartcomfort and cheer;.
By the beautiful waters of Soul-land , .

And the paths by the shining ones trodi
I sit in the Garden of Silence, ■

Alone—^with the angels of God. .

NIGHT.

O, winds from the salt sea blowing, 
0, voices from the golden west, 

Bring a message with new life bestowing 
From realms beatific and blest.

0, waft me the fragrance of lilies 
Whose perfume my senses o'ersteals 

From the gardens and valleys and villas, 
That my vision but dimly reveals.

0, weave round my heart the sweet rapture 
That comes in the softened refrain

Of the days of my childhood’s departure 
When life was free from all pain.

0, infinite sea of causation— 
Thou dreamland depth of the soul— 

The pulses that wake each emotion 
Are centre, circumference and whole.

The star-voices floating commingle, 
And blend with the world of unrest, .

And the shadows deepen and mingle, 
And a calm sinks over her breast.

The world with its strife and its foes, 
Grows peaceful, tranquil and still;

The wing’d God of Night woos repose 
Bj' love's beneficent will.

Summerland, Cal. BISHOP A. BEALS.
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CURES BY INHALATION.
And is the latest, up-to-date method 
for Curing Catarrh. Colds in the Head. 
Bruuchnh, Sore Throat, Headache, 
aud Indorsed by all leading pbydufanK 

Air Is the only agent hue enough to 
reach tho air cells of tbe head sod re
spiratory organs. Vapors, Sprays and 
atomizers are all dangerous, and no* 
lure never intended them for tho 
windpipe and instantly repels them.

DU. WORST.

NATURE’S OWN REMEDY
It la the ONE remedy successfully treating tkosg 

^beasts with the air we breathe, and tbe only on< 
that has sufficient merit that any manufacturer Orel 
bud enough confidence lu. to scud out to the public on 
trial, to be paid fur if satisfactory. ..

This is What Thousands of People 
Say Who Use It.

A. H. Dooley, White Water, Kans., says: 'T consMei
Its value far above Ils coal."

J. N. Burdette, Willard, W. Va., says: *T can hear 
my watch tick for the first time tn twelve months.”

Isaac Miller, Clay City, Ind., says: “Your Catarrh 
Inhaler bus cured me sound and well.'’

Robert Halford, Mt. Lebanon, N. Y., says: “Can 
recommcud it as the best I ever used.”

C. A. Hay, New Lebanon Ohio, says: “I feel like a 
new ma i.’’

Mrs. Kate A. Weil, Winnebago, Minn., says: “Never 
bad anything lu du me so much good.’’

I haw many thousands thnllar greetings on file 1q 
my office, aud seldom receive anything leas favorable*.

SPECIAL OFFER.
J will, for a abort time, mall any reader of Th< 

Prugreaah e Thinker my new Scientific Catarrh In
baler, with medicine fur one year, on three dayd 
trial, free. If ft gives satisfaction, send mo si.00; 11 
uot, return It tn the original package. Send for 1 
now, as this notice will uot appear again. Address

DR. E. J. WORST,
Dept. 26, Ashland, Ohio.

SCIENCE OF THE SOUL
■ i i BY i i i

LOREN ALBERT SHERMAN.

Bets forth the Philosophy of Existence, with details 
evidence. It appeals to Christiana and Spiritualist 
alike, an It demonstrates the truth of the spirit maul 
testations of Jeans Christ, upon which the CbristlM 
religion is based, as well as the actuality of moderi 
spirit manifestations. Its title page claims that thi 
book is

A SCIENTIFIC DEMONSTRATION 
of tho

Existence of the soul of man as his coi\ 
scious individuality independently 

of the physical organism!
of the

CONTINUITY OF LIFE
and the

ACTUALITY OF SPIRIT RETURN,

Tbe first eleven chapters are devoted entirely^ 
manifestations of the soul Incarnate, with a clear el 
position of tbe psychic philosophy.

The succeeding four chapters set forth t he pblloao 
phy of the Infinite.

Tbe last twenty chapters are devoted to an expos!* 
tion of spiritual philosophy, with evidence In detail 
much of it being personal experiences of tbe author

The price of the book is $t. For salt 
at the office of The Progressive Thinker, 

THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA, 
According to Old Records.

BY DR. PAUL CARUS.

A translation from Japanese, made under the sub 
rices of the Rsv. Shaku Soyen, delegate to tbo Par 
lament cl religions. Was lately published In Japan 

Price |L For sale at this office.

“IMMORTALITY,-
.. . OR . ..

FUTURE HOMES AND DWELL
ING PLACES.

BY DR. J. M. PEEBLES.

AN INVALUABLE WORK I
This admirable work contains what a hand re 

spirits, good and evil, say of their dwell! ng-placei 
Gbe us details—details and accurate delineations o 
life tn the Spirit-world!—Is tbe constant appeal o 
thoughtful minds. Death Is approaching. Whttber- 
ob. whither! Shall I know my friends beyond th! 
tomb? Will they know me? What Is their presen 
condition, and what their occupations? In this vol 
ume tbe spirits, differing as they ’nay. are allowed d 
speak for themselves. No man Is better quallflel 
than Dr. Peebles to place a work of thia klan beforA 
the people. Ho treats of tbe Mysteries of Life] 
Doubts and Hopes; The Bridging of the River; Ford1 
gleams of tbe Future; Testimony of Saints; Th< 
Growth and Perfection of tbe Spiritual Body; Is It 
the Soul or Body that Sins?: Clothing In the Spirit 
World; Our Little Unes In Heaven; The Personal EX* 
perl cnees of Aaron Knight: The Red Man's Testi* 
mony; Evil Spirits; Testimony of Physicians Inspirit* 
Life; The Homes of Apostles and Divines; The 
Friends and Shakers In Spirit-Life; Spirit Homes of 
Bruno and Others; Many Voices from the Spirit
Land. Many other matters arc treated* too numer
ous to mention. Price Urs postage, 12 cents. For 
sale at this office.

HUMAN CULTURE 8 CURE
MARRIAGE, SEXUAL DEYEL- 

OPMENT, AND SOCIAL 
UPBUILDING.

Oh, how they thunder at the cringing crowd;
These social parasites and mortal foes
Of all the good that in man’s bosom flows—

Who to the frightened herd proclaim aloud, 
Some awful portent in each passing cloud—

For in their hearts po grains of truth repose, 
These men who gloat like ghouls o’er human woes

And practice vice beneath religion’s shroud.
If in some future age these wolfish knaves

Should cease to prey upon the human soul,
And strong Intelligence should rise sublime,

And break the bonds of Superstition’s slaves— 
A fearful darkness from the world would roll,

And sink forever in the gulf of time.
—Lynn A. Osborn in Truth Seeker.
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'“The Gospel of Buddha, According to Old Records.” 

Told By Paul Carus. This book is heartily recommended 
to students of the science of religions, and to all who 
would gain a fair conception of Buddhism in its spirit and 
living principles. Spiritualist or Christian can scarcely 
read it without spiritual profit Price $1. .For sale at 
this office. : . . ..... -

“The Priest, the Womafi aqd the Confessional.” This 
book, by the well-known Father Chiniquy, reveals the de
grading, impure influences and results of the Romish con
fessional, as proved by thei'sad experience of many 
wrecked lives. Price, by maflj^l? For sale at thisjoffice.

BYE, D.BABBITT, M. D., LL.D.

A moat excellent and very valuable work, by the 
Pean of tbe College of Fine Forces, and author of 
other important volumes on Health, Social Science, 
Religion, etc.

Price.cloth. 73cento. Tor tale al tMavjteif

Soul of Things; or Psychometric 
Researches and Discoveries.

pY WM. AND ELIZABETH M. g 
Denton. A marvelous work. Though concise al 

a text-book, ft is as fascinating as a work of fiction. 
The reader will be amazed to see the curio is fact! 
here combined tn support of this newly-discovered 
power of the human mind, which will resolve a thou 
sand doubts and difficulties, make Geology as plain m 
day, and throw light on all the grand subjects now Ow 
roared by time.
Soni or Things—VoL L 

Cloth...*........................................ .
Postage 10 cents.

Soul of Things—Vol IL
Illustrated. 450pp. Cloth.............

Postage 10 cent*__
Soul of Things—Vol. in.

Uprated. 862 pp. Cloth..............
' Postage 10 cents.
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Psychopathy, or Spirit Healing: 
- AierlCTotlMioMoii tbe relation, ot tbe inlrltL 
It, own orgenlum, end tbe tuter-reletlon ot humin 
being, with reference to health, dlaeue and heallnr 
Byrteaptrltot Dr. Benjamin Bush, through the re. 
dlnnuMp ot Mu. Oora L. V. Richmond. A book that 
everyhealer.nbyatclauand S;lr.':u»ttst should readi 
Price. 1.50. For tale at UHvc^cc. •

The Dewi and the AdrcMfisiir
Xn Adventist Attack on Spiritualism wpninM. W

Moan Hviu ^ FrAto 5 p«va. Forvun a* thia oftott
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FOR CROAKERS.
“If you can’t go Into the heat of the 

battle, don’t go around eroaking,” said 
evangelist Moody the other day. That 
seems an admirable text for those very 
sensible Spiritualists who favor an or
ganization to resist outside aggression, 
and to strengthen the arms of those 
who are laboring to advance the right.

We have no patience with those who 
will do nothing themselves, and when 
others set themselves to work to organ
ize, resist with all their strength, usual
ly insisting, “wrong persons are in the 
lead.” These growlers are no more ex
emplary iu their lives than those they 
oppose. They have proved by their own 
apathy their want of ability to direct 
in an enterprise. They forget that the 
unpopularity of persons qualified to 
lead has grown out of such persons 
standing in front, receiving the peltings 
of the enemy, while the chances are- 
very large that the doleful croaker has 
remained in retirement, else has been 
so mealy-mouthed in expression as 
never to provoke tbe hostility of the op
position.

Let tlie croakers, the do-nothings, and 
the afrnid-of-hls-shndow Spiritualists 
keep quiet, and let the workers come 
to the front with their organizing abili
ty; then, where now there are only hun
dreds of organizations, there will be 
thousands of them, and tlie member
ship in each will be correspondingly in
creased. Tlie cause Is worthy of a 
zealops and protracted effort to ad
vance its material interests.

A friend sent us, a good while ago, a 
report of a sermon delivered by Rev. 
Dr. Lyman Abbott, of Brooklyn,’ N. Y., 
before the North New Jersey Congrega
tional Conference, at Bound Brook, 
wherein he gave a summary of all his 
heterodox discourses ou tbe Bible: It is 
too good a thing to be lost, notwith
standing its antiquity. Rev. Dr. Ab
bott's subject was, "The Scientific Con
ception of Revelation.” He said:

“The scientist approaches the Bible 
from what may be called a scientific, 
or literary, point of view. He assumes 
no theory of inspiration. He does recog
nize that this book has had a wonderful 
spiritual effect on the human race. He 
does believe that it is-ii truly unique 
book and In some true sense inspired 
by God, but when he is asked if it con
tains no error lie answers that he will 
look and see. .

“The scientist, even’ If he does believe 
that the book is inspired, still bears lu 
mind that the book must be read as 
other literature is read. Inspired phil
ology is not different from uninspired 
philology. The scientist must assume 
that the same laws of grammar apply 
to inspired literature as to uninspired 
literature. • .

“If you take up a history and it re
fers to Abraham Lincoln you are per
fectly sure it was not -written in the 
time of George Washington. Now, if 
you take up the Book of Isaiah and 
read in it about Cyrus tbe Great, you 
are satisfied that the book was not 
written by Isaiah 100 years before Cy
rus the Great was born. Thus the sci
entific student of the Bible puts the tra
ditions aside as of very little value.

“We take this book, then, and open 
it. We find first of all that it is not a 
book at all, but a library of sixty-six 
books, which it took 1,400 years to 
bring together. We find that the book 
is a growth, and that it grew out of the 
church of God. The church was not 
founded on the Bible. The Bible was 
founded on the church. There is no 
question about that. One thousand 
years elapsed between the founding of 
the church and the completion of the- 
Old Testament, and two centuries 
elapsed between the founding of the 
Christian ehurch and the completion of 
the New Testament.

“The student looks at the Bible aud 
finds there fiction, poetry, dramatic 
writings, ete. The Puritan could not 
believe there was fiction, or poetry, or 
drama in the Bible, because be believed 
such .things were wicked, but we do not. 
believe such things are wicked. Why, 
therefore, should we accept the conclu
sion of the Puritan while we reject his 
reasons for that conclusion?”

A clergyman In the audience asked 
Dr. Abbott what lie thought of the 
Book of Genesis. He replied:

“Nothing is more certain than that 
the story of creation and tbe flood is 
to be found on Assyrian tablets that 
existed for ages before the time of 
Moses. What I believe is that the Book 
of Genesis is a book of prehistoric le
gends that were rewritten by some 
poet of the time of Moses or there
abouts.”

ELUGIDITIONS OP SACKED WRITINGS,

A GREAT VICTORY.
The New York Journal lately told in

its telegraph columns, of a Rev. J. K. 
Marthens, at Jersey Shore, Pa., who 
forcibly ejected a young man from hls 
church who merely bowed his head in 
prayer, instead of getting on bls knees, 
as the zealous divine had requested all 
to do. When tlie preacher dropped upon 
hls knees, all bis congregation who had 
not left the house in disgust, followed 
hls • example, save one offender. The 
preacher. In the midst of his prayer, 
opened hls eyes, and saw the youug 
man of irreproachable character, with
merely a bowed head. Then 
of God was wroth. He arose 
knees, made his way to tho 
worshiper, and smote him

the mnu 
from his 
impious 

hip and
thigh, then thrust him Into the street; 
thus was God greatly glorified. The 
good preacher, witli the perspiration 
dripping from his brow, returned to his 
place, again dropped upon hls knees,
and told God what a great victory 
had achieved in his behalf.

lie

A GRAND DISCOVERY.
Elder Moody Is trying to get up a re-

ligious revival in Chicago. He is report
ed as saying in one of hls discourses:

“I can’t preach hell fire and damna
tion and convert souls. I can’t scare 
people into salvation. I was on a 
steamer once which carried 700 souls. 
The machinery broke down and we 
were in danger. A friend of mine after
ward said it must have been a splendid 
time for evangelical work. Was it? I 
would ask a woman how it was with 
her soul. She would exclaim, ‘Is the 
ship going to sink?’ She had forgotten 
soul in the fear for her body. I can’t 
convert a man by pointing a pistol at 
his head.’ You can’t convert a man un
less he is willing to be forgiven. That 
is one of tho things to which the omnip
otence of God does not extend.”

Now that is a marvelous disco very, 
and shows that even Brother Moody is 
endowed with a share of good horse 
sense.

WORTH PRESERVING,
They who have been solicitous to 

learn why educated skeptics reject the 
character Jesus, as a real personage, 
and treat him as a myth, will be great
ly interested in a series of editorials 
now running through the columns of 
The Progressive Thinker, the first ap
pearing under the head of “Parallel Re
ligions,” in the issue of. March 12, and 
the second, “A Key to the Mystery.” 
March 26. The residue of the articles 
will appear weekly to tbeir close, and 
will contain matter that would cost at 
least one dollar if published, with the 
usual padding in book form. It would
be well to hunt np and save these 
tides for future reference.

ar-

A LEARNED OPINION.
The Attorney General of Kansas has 

just rendered an Important opinion un
der the "anti-quack” law of that state. 
He says the “divine healers,” who 
claim authority for their cures from Je
hovah are exempt from prosecution, be
cause that functionary is not subject to 
human laws; but magnetic healers and 
hypnotists are amenable to prosecution.

Would it not be well to require a di
ploma from Jehovah, with an acknowl
edgment before some judicial officer 
under seal attached, showing that the 
claimant is in fact a diving healer, and 
has been commissioned as such? With
out the requisite certificate, if a mes
merist, or a hypnotist sets up as a di
vine healer, how are the people to dls-
criminate between the false and 
genuine?

tbe

THE REASON.
“Thus salth the Lord of hosts......  

Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly 
destroy all that they have, and spare
them not; but slay Both man and 
man, infant and suckling, ox 
sheep, camel and ass.” .

Saul executed tbe command of 
Lord—Jahveh, the tribal God of 
Jews—“and utterly destroyed all

wo- 
and

the 
the 
the

people with the edge of the sword,” but 
saved the king whom “Samuel [after
ward] hewed in pieces before theLord.” 
See I. Sam. 15: 2, 3, 8, 33.

A brutal god, and brutal savages ex
ecuted the decrees of that god, and yet 
both are subjects of adoration and ex
ample among Christians. Messrs. Cov
ert, Becker & Co., it is the god you wor
ship, nnd the people whose example you 
copy that make the clergy so vile, and 
the churchmen so vicious.

THE PREACHER’S BEST HOLD.
The Kansas City Star says: “It would 

be no trick at all to organize a whole 
regiment of fighting chaplains in Kan
sas In case of a war with Spain;" but it 
falls to tell its readers that tbeir prin
cipal merit would be found in the length 
of tbeir prayers while a battle was rag
ing; for they would occupy some quiet 
retreat where they would be safe from 
the missiles of the enemy. Take the 
average hell-fire preacher and hls best 
bold will lx* as stoker for his Satanic 
majesty. Messrs. Covert, Becker & Co., 
that Is our opinion.

Anniversary Reports.
Send them in at once If you wish 

them published. Our next issue will be 
our anniversary edition.

In

BEAR IN MIND.
— sending remittances to this office, 

write your orders on a single sheet of 
paper,- to file away for future reference, 
if you have anything to say to the ed-

CREEDS IN ILL REPUTE
People’s churches are springing up in 

all directions, with hell and a virgin- 
born-God eliminated from their creeds. 
That led by Rev. Dr. Roberts, at Kan
sas City is probably- the most advanced 
and prosperous of all of them. One was 
organized upwards of a year ago at 
Spring Valley,-Minn., an offshoot of the 
First Congregational church. Rev. Dr. 
Harmon, its pastor led the way, taking 
sixty-two members with him. . These 
formed the nucleus of the People’s 
Church, soon organized, with a mem
bership of 250. The church has grad
ually Increased in -numbers' until it 
leads all others in the town both in 
members and Immaterial prosperity.;-

itor outside of that, do so on a separate 
sheet. It is not safe to send money in 
a letter; if it is sent that way, and lost 
in the course of transmission, you will 
be the loser. Do hot send personal 
checks, as It costs 15 cents to get them 
cashed. Send postal or-express order, 
or registered letter or draft payable In 
Chicago or New York, and there can 
be no loss. ^ . ■<■ ...

■ Write names and addresses as plain 
as ordinary print, and mistakes will be 
avoided. . .

COMMISSIONS.
Remember, authorized agents, that 

when you take a commission on The 
Progressive Thinker, that the party 
sending for the paper Is not entitled to 
the premium, ' “Ghost L^ind,’’ Don’t 
forget that

“The Strike ot a Sex’’ By George N. 
Miller. Price 25 cents.' For sale at this 
office,' ’ ' ’ / , . .

The condition of the world at the time .Constantine ^q- 
moved lue imperial throne from Rome to ancient ByzaA- 
tium, subsequently re-named Constantinople, the first'(jfl 
our issue of March 12, under the head of “Parallel Relig
ions,” has been given in preceding articles. This charge 
of the seat of empire occurred about A. D. 324, though 
the new capital was not formally dedicated until six years i 
later, to wit: A. D. 330. We have found Constantine wag 
already made the Supreme Pontiff of the Roman religj'di^ 
an office established near JOO years before “by the wise 
and pious Numa Pompilius,” as stated in Smith’s Roman 
and Grecian Biography. This office since the days of 
Julius Caesar had been filled by the Roman emperors. 
Subordinate to this Pontifex Maximus were the overseers 
of the—so-called by modern Christians—Pagan temples, 
Episkopos in Greek, signifying “one who watches,” now 
rendered bishop in English. ' :

A controversy arose between the functionaries minis
tering in tlie temples as to the real character of the ob
ject of their worship. They at Alexandria, and many of 
the students going from its great college scattered all over 
the world, maintained the Platonic theory of mind qnfl 
matter, with its Logos or Word, and the subjection of the' 
popular divinities to the one Supreme God. A score'.of 
conflicting sects sprung up, each warring on its fellow.: 
Connected with the temples were monasteries, where the 
idle monks hibernated and spent-their time in control 
versies, subsisting by beggipg. They speculated on phil-’ 
osophy and religion, and were ever ready to lead in acts 
of debauchery and violence. They constituted an active) 
secret force in Egypt for more than 200 years before the 
Christian era, and were constantly augmented by the dis
solute thereafter. They were the inciters to riots, and 
the disturbers of public tranquillity, They were impor
tunate that Serapis was the resurrected God Osiris, And 
would brook no opposition in that direction. This con
dition was aggravated from year to year, and had grown 
to be a disturbing element throughout the Roman empire 
when Constantine donned the royal purple.

In the year 318 a violent controversy arose in Alexam 
drius between Arius and the bishop of that city relating 
to the godhead of Jes. Athanasius joined his eloquence 
with the bishop, qnd determined to suppress Arius and his 
sympathizers, many of whom were found in Syria and 
Asia Minor. ’ .

Churchmen claim these /Contestants were Christians. 
Accepting the statement of the emperor Hadrian, that 
“Those who worship Serapis are Christians, and those 
who call themselves Bishops of Christ are devoted to’Scf1 
apis,’,’ as quoted at length in our issue of March 2G, under 
the head of “A Key to the Mystery,” were ChristShnitJ 
then we accept the title; otherwise not. ,; ‘j

It was at this juncture, when the excitement was rtiost 
intense between these jarring sectaries, Constantine, a^ t^ 
Supreme Pontiff of the Pagan religion, issued a prpplty; 
mation assembling all the Bishops—otherwise overpee^ 
of Pagan temples, who-were specially subordinate to his 
authority, to assemble at Nicaea, in Bithnyia—a city o$ 
Lake Ascania, 54 miles southeast of Constantinople, A. 
D. 325, to settle the impending controversy. Responding 
to that proclamation of its legal head, 318 Bishops—Over
seers of temples, be it remembered—with other.derj^ tij 
swell the number to over £,000, assembled, in a temple oj 
Bacchus, otherwise Jes. Constantine, by virtue of his 
office as Supreme Pontiff, presided over that august as
semblage, clothed in his official robes as the head of the 
Pagan religion at Rome. As such head he expelled the 
entire delegation who were not overseers of temples; he 
directed the proceedings through all its sessions, an
nounced the result, and declared in his proclamation 
when the body adjourned:

“That which is approved by three hundred Bishops 
[overseers,],can only be considered as the pleasure of 
God, especially as the holy spirit dwelling in the minds of 
so many worthy men has clearly shown the divine will.”

At that assemblage, called in subsequent ages, a coun
cil, was constructed the Nicean Creed, which made Jes co
equal and~co-eternal with the Father. Jes was not God, 
the Holy Spirit was not God, Jupiter was not God, but 
the three united was the Eternal God, and yet—wonder
ful mathematics—each alone was that God. Three hun
dred heads of temples voted for the adoption of that 
creed, seventeen voted against it, and one, for unknown 
reasons, did not vote. These facts, substituting Jes for 
Jesus Clirist, are gathered from “A Historical View of the 
Council of Nice, with a translation of documents, by the 
Rev. Isaac Boyle, D. D., published for the Methodist 
Episcopal church, 1839.”

It was 605 years before the convening of this Nicean 
Council that Jes was imported into Egypt from a port on 
the Black Sea, in an adjoining province to that of Bith- 
ynia. The whole of Asia Minor was then densely popu
lated, and a temple dedicated to this Roman-Grecian- 
Egyptian god Jes, by some one of his numerous names, 
■was found in every important city. One was found at An
tioch, another at Damascus, and the reader can judge of 
the writer’s surprise when he found one in each of “the 
seven churches of Asia,” to which Paul is alleged to have 
directed epistles, and to whom John directed his unintel
ligible Revelations.

The whole Christian world for near 1900 years has 
been trying to find when their virgin-born God assumed 
mortal form. They fix the time of his conception with 
the vernal equinox in March, and his birth with the win
ter solstice, December 25, agreeing in these particulars 
with that of all the sun-gods; but the year in which that 
wonderful event transpired has not been fixed. The 
New Testament account, compared with history, is so 
conflicting as to make the. event impossible. Says. Mo
sheim, p. 25, Vol. I. of his Ecclesiastical History: "

“The year in which it happened [the birth of JeiWf 
has not been hitherto ascertained, notwithstanding th# 
deep and laborious researches of the learned.” *?l iu

And even that eminent divine, Ret. S. Baring Ggpl4s 
in his Hostile Gospels, chap. 1, says: "

“It is somewhat remarkable that no contemporary qj§ 
even early life of our Lord exists, except from the peqs qr 
Christian writers.” • -.rd q ■

To those who have followed us in these inquiriesxotfl^ 
reasons for such ignorance is explained. He was neven 
born, but, like Minerva, who sprung full panoplied from 
the brain of Jupiter, without a mother, so our Loi^ IB 
first found as a statue on the shore of the Black Sea; lie is 
transferred to Egypt, where he appears as the resurrefeteff 
God, Osiris. Six hundred years thereafter he is dec&feii 
by 300 Bishops, co-equal and co-eternal with the Fathery 
and as such is proclaimed by royal decree. The date of 
birth of such a myth cannot be fixed by human chronol
ogy. But the subject is not yet closed. . .

----------- :—:jo(:—:—--------- ; •

WELL TOLD. ’
Moody, the revivalist, told The following, in the course 

of a discourse the other Sunday: . • • ; ; ’’
“A friend of mine,,a commercial traveler, got into a 

front pew one day and the holder of the lease passed a 
card to him on which was written, T rent this pew.’ He 
received in reply the query: ‘How much does it cost you?’ 
The pew-possessor replied jn writing Tifty a year.’ My 
friend wrote back TVs a good pew. You’re getting the 
worth of your money.’ He did not leave it either.”- .

Esoteric Meanings of Ancient Egyptian 
Symbols.

The Stories of Jonah and Nineveh, the Woman of En 
dor, Etc., Etc.

BY QU/ESTOR VIT/E,

Some authorities infer that Christianity was evolved in 
the schools of Alexandria from the conflict there of 
Greek, Persian and Arabian teachings with the ideas of 
ancient Egypt. It is well known that at the tiine of the 
conquest of Greece by Rome, the Greek philosopher emi
grated to Alexandria (where Plato had gone in liis time) 
the schools of which were the most celebrated in the then 
civilized world. Alexandria had been founded by the 
Greeks about 300 B. C., after expelling the Persians who 
had ruled Egypt for 400 years. The Greek Ptolemies 
then reigned for 300 years, when Rome established her 
prefects there.
" Greek philosophy and Persian dualism met the ideas 
-of the old Egyptian system, in this manner, in th.e schools 
of Alexandria, and modified the old system, Under these 
mixed,influences the beautiful writings of the Neo-Pla- 
tonists were produced, in which Greek ethics and Chal
dean mysticism are mixed and permeated by Egyptian 
magic. Apollonius] Apoleius, Ammonius Lucehas, Plot
inus, Porphyry, Jamblichus, followed each other about 
the time when it is claimed that Christianity.was estab
lished, '
^ It is a curious fact that the writings of these authors 

survive, while the origin Of the Christian manuscripts is 
. enshrouded in uncertainty and mystery.

If is about this period that the great discussions be
tween Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, and Arius of 
Constantinople, etc., etc., are said to have taken place. 
These gentlemen and others in this manner decided the 
nature of God and of Christ; of the trinity; whether 
Christ had had human form; whether he had existed be
fore; whether he was born of a woman; whether he was 
human as well as divine, or had only one nature, and so 
forth, all of which decisions have been accepted by pos
terity. Why these gentlemen’s decisions should be con
sidered infallible and have bound posterity it is difficult 
to realize. Modern bishops would hesitate to arrogate 
such powers to themselves. But in any case the old 
Egyptian basic ideas became much modified in their 
transmission through their hands.

The trinity had for thousands of years comprised 
Osiris, Isis and Horus or the logical conception of Father, 
Mother and Son. The divine’ Motherhood was, however, 
eliminated and replaced by the Holy Ghost. Motherhood 
(and coincidentally womanhood) was debased; virginity, 
celibacy and monasticism were exalted. This debasement 
of the feminine signification in the Universal or Basic 
Reality was probably due to the influence of Persian and 
Syrian ideas in the schools of Alexandria.

■ This modification of the original trinity made Deity 
masculine solely. Only one child was admitted, and he 
was made masculine. The feminine maternal function 
was debased to its merely human or material aspect and 
associated with lust and sin. Woman was described as a 
temptress and to be avoided by all who sought a holy life. 
The degradation so entailed lasted throughout the Mid
dle Ages, and only now is woman beginning to be enfran
chised from the stigma so caused, and that liberation has 
been effected in spite of the church, which still seeks to 
keep her’in bondage and servitude where she can. The 
liberation has been effected by outside influences, and it 
is in Catholic and Mabommedan countries where woman 
is still in bondage. (The connection between the church 
and Islam will be dealt with further on.)
, Curiously philosophy has followed along the lines of 

the same heresy, in identifying substance, with conscious
ness; anfl.inaking intelligence the sole Reality, thus belit
tling and degrading matter. As spirit is identical with 
-intelligence (the masculine positive signification) while 
soul is identical with substance (the feminine, negative 
signification inherent in vitality), this position would 
make man into a soulless spirit, as theology has made di
vinity into masculine spirit merely.

The occult reason of this effort of the church will ap
pear further on. But it must be noted that this effort 
coincided with an age of brute forec. followed by one in 
which intellect is the dominating force, and in which 
love as a principle finds but little expression in social or 
political government. It is the age in which vitality has 
expressed itself mainly through the head or Kether of 
man’s system, as in previous historical ages and civiliza
tions, life exposed itself mainly through Jesad in man; 
and led to Phallic systems; to the worship of Ammon- 
Khem. Islam is an intermediary link between the two.

While the original trinity was debased in this manner, 
it was further mutilated^by making the divine sonship ap
ply to one son only, instead of to all sons or souls, or chil
dren of the Infinite. In the old system all souls or chil
dren of Osiris and Isis became Horus (orus, gold, pure 
spirit). Further instead of all souls becoming regenerate 
by shedding their sins in the hall of judgment where 
these became the prey of Typhon or Set (the prototype of 
Satan), the doctrines of vicarious atonement and of eter
nal damnation and punishment were introduced.

In the old system all souls after passing through the 
Hall of Judgment, where the heart was weighed in the 
scales with a feather, that is where love was equilibrated 
with truth (Maat) or justice, as represented pictorially on 
the sarcophagi and in the “Book of the Dead” when thus 
purified, regenerate or “justified” ascended the throne of 
judgment and became “one with Osiris,” that is, “one 
with the Father.”

In the new system one son only was presented as Di
vine; as immaculately conceived; all others were merely 
human, conceived in sin and predestined to damnation 
unless they supported the system devised by the priests. 
God the Father was taken away from imminent presence 
within man, and placed without, external to him and un
reachable except by priestly mediation. Parentage, moth
erhood was thus again debased and celibacy exalted.

The churchianic doctrine of the resurrection of the 
body maintained till science has demonstrated its absurd
ity, was evidently taken from Egypt. The soul was sup
posed to come back and reinhabit the body after 3,000 
years. The latter was mummified consequently by costly 
processes and placed in pyramid or rock-cut tombs, which 
were intended to “endure forever.” And there is the trav
esty of a truth behind this conception which has perhaps 
been ill rendered or misunderstood. The spiritualized 
soul certainly can return, or project a representation of 
itself. Mummies may have been intended to constitute 
an anchor or nexus or link, through which the discarnate, 
purified soul could more easily gather up its past earthly 
associations and relate itself temporarily with the outer 
earth plane. *

The legend of the resurrection of the Christian Savior 
is evidently borrowed from its prototype of Philae, where 
the resurrection of Osiris is sculptorially depicted. Two 
women sit at the head and foot of the tomb. The divine 
messenger Thoth, then appears, accompanied by the 
guardian angel of the dead, Anubis. They pour the 
water of life on the body; the four elements thereof and 
the members reunite and the arisen Bon ascends and 
mounts the throne of judgment. . ’

■ ‘ (To be continued.) . .
----------:-:)o(:_:------— . ■ ?

Men always bow to fate; but not as a matter of court
esy.—Anon. . ; .

The world must hav,e great irund61 even as great 
spheres suns.—Bailey): -. ' : -

It is a joy to think the best we can of human kind.— 
Wordsworth. . . ’ ’ : ’ ’ '

The fruit derived from-labor is . the sweetest of all 
pleasures.—Vaureriargues. - , ; . •.

To the Editor:—When reading your 
journal from w«ek to week I have 
found things mentioned, which it seems 
to me may be better understood. To be 
captipus Js not my disposition, but I 
wish every one In speaking or writing 
for the publie, to do so at his best.

It Is matter for rejoicing that Dr. Ly
man Abbott thankfully affirms that he 
does not believe tliat Christ came into 
tlie world to afford escape from a place 
of torment, or to get us Into a place of 
bliss. Yet it must be candidly acknowl
edged that the Bible nowhere declares 
otherwise. “To this end was I born,” 
says Jesus in the Johannean Gospel, 
"for this cause came I Into the world, 
that I should bear witness to . the. 
truth,”

Again it is said that "everyone believ
ing in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.”

Let us examine these expressions by 
tlielr legitimate purport.. Perhaps the 
Gospel "according to”—hot by—John 
will explain them sufficiently. "This is 
the life eternal that they may know 
Thee ths only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” In plain 
terms the aeonian or eternal life is the 
life of the eternal world, the life of 
eternity, which the true souls live. The 
knowing of God is something deeper, 
than facts of’eyesight. What we really 
know is part df bur mental essence; 
and to know God is to have him of and 
in and with us. r

God does not keep a State prison for 
damned souls, and the believing or 
faithful one has and lives the life of 
eternity. It is the blemish in religion 
that teaehefs have subordinated moral 
obligation to the salvation of the indi
vidual. No one is saved—healed, whole 
—who does not live in charity with bls 
neighbor.

Several of your writers refer to the 
Book of Daniel. It is a marvel that so 
much significance is attributed to that 
booklet. It is plainly a work compara
tively modern, and unhlstorlc. There 
may have been such a man; Ezekiel 
mentions him twice. Plainly enough, 
that man never wrote the book. It 
shows earmarks of later periods. Thus 
the image whieh Nebuchadnezzar Ib 
said to have dreamed of, and forgotten 
was the statue of Serapis at Alexan
dria, which stood there When the book 
was written. The “heads of Jesus” 
which were formerly common, were 
copies of Die head of this divinity. The 
other visions relate to the endeavor of 
Antiochus Eplphanes to make the Hel
lenic worship general in his dominions. 
The Messiah or Christos In the ninth 
chapter, was evidently tlie High Priest 
who was made prince in Jerusalem 
after the colonization of the country 
under the Persians. The Pentateuch 
in the Greek text, applies the title of 
“Christos" several times to the high 
priest. The designation of Jesus, I
think, was Chrestos, or the good 
Peter ii:3), afterward changed for 
liglous purposes,

THE WOMAN OF EN-DOR.
Tlie Woman of En-dor, that had

(I. 
re

“a

dove, aud “Nineveh,” a fish. Can the 
visit of Jonah to Nineveh be foreshad
owed by the similitude of his incarcer
ation in tbe fish’s belly?

There is, however a good moral to the 
story. In those times the current be
liefs parcelled out every nation aud 
people to a distinctive god. Neither 
God nor individual had any right on 
the domain or in the worship of a for
eigner. The Egyptians aud Hindus 
carried this exclusiveness to eating. 
Asshur was over Assyria; Merodach 
over Babylon. The Israelites rejecting 
Samuel thereby rejected his god; they 
who spoke against Moses revolted 
against the Lord. Jonah going to Nin
eveh to warn against the contemplated 
Invasion of the Medes, was actively ex
tending the province of tlie God of Is
rael .over Assyria. Hem e he was “an
gry even to death” at the failure. The 
proposition of an omnipresent God over 
all the world alike was oue which 
neither Roman, Greek, Israelite or 
Egyptian was willing to entertain.

ALEXANDER WILDER.
Newark, N. J. -

familiar spirit,” ought to have a thor
ough and candid description. The Im
putation that she was a “witch," what
ever tliat may mean, ought to be ex
plained by the account which is given 
of her. A careful examination of the 
original Hebrew text may help us un
derstand this, story more perfectly. 
Saul, it appears, was in mortal peril 
from a superior force of Philistines. 
He followed the universal practice, and 
sought the modes of direction that 
were sanctioned among hls own people. 
These failed to respond, and he did tlie 
next best thing. He asked hls officers 
for some Canaanitlsh oracle, and tliey 
told him of the Pythian at En-dor. “A 
woman Baalath Aub at Ain-Dour."

In Hebrew, aln signifies an eye, a 
fountain; and dour a circle, a precinct 
set apart as a shrine. Such precincts 
were common anciently; a tree, an up
right stone or two and a spring of 
water were necessary accompaniments. 
En-dor was, therefore, a temenos or 
temple, and an oracle. The prophets at 
Branchidae became entheast front 
vapor of the water, and this woman 
would seem to operate in a similar 
manner. The outlines of tlie story are 
very meagre, and leave much to be sup
plied.

“Baalath” is the feminine of Baal, 
and signifies a wife, lady, or mistress; 
and in this case it denotes the lady or 
priestess of tbe oracle. Egyptian 
priests were called "basllels” or kings, 
after a similar rule.

About the “aub” we are not so cer
tain. Parkhurst considers it to mean 
a.serpent, such as was at ancient ora
cles, even to “the brazen serpent which 
Moses had made, to which the children 
of Israel did burn incense.” Tills would 
seem to identify it with the “ob” or 
“obeah” of the African tribes, and I 
think this a correct assumption. Or
acle gods were generally jrepresented 
by serpents.

So, therefore, the “Baalath woman of 
Aub at En-dorwas simply like the Pyth
ian mantis at Delphi, the priestess and 
prophetess of an ancient rural temple. 
Perhaps the “ain” or fountain exhaled 
a vapor which made her ecstatic; but 
at any rate her functions were not 
widely different from those of Deborah 
under the palm-tree, to whom the chil
dren of Israel came for judgment.

[A magdalen was a woman of tho 
magdal or twiret-shrine. These were 
common In the East, and women as 
well as men were set apart to their ser
vice. One of their functions was that 
of sexual hospitality to worshipers, the 
fees going to support the shrine. Hence 
a magdalen was a kadesha or conse
crated woman, and not a common court
esan. See Deuteronomy xxlli:17.]

As for the historic verity of the story, 
it is altogether a question by Itself. 
Auguries were generally sought >by 
commanders before engaging in battle. 
The fate of a people was supposed to 
be foreshadowed1, by the flying of a 
bird, or the peculiarity of an intestine. 
Much .of what seems to be history In 
the Bible, or to have occurred, must be 
Bet down as little else than allegory, or 
legends ehapen for a specific purpose. 
“The •writers prepared ■ their works,” 
says the Rev. Doctor Oort of the Uni
versity of Amsterdam, “and gave them 
publicity, not simply or chiefly in order 
to make their readers accurately ac
quainted with the past, but to promul
gate and to recommend what seemed to 
them to be religious truth.” A para
ble, legend, or other fiction was as 
available, and often more to be desired 
than an actual fact, -

THE STORY OF JONAH.
The story of. Jonah Is in point It is 

incredible that ho spent three days and 
three nights in tlie maw of a fish, and 
was sufficiently conscious to ntter a 
prayer. It may do for allegory or folk
lore, but not for believing. There Is a 
parallel story of Hercules, the Tyrian 
god, being swallowed by a fish, and be
ing ejected three days after, with all 
the hair off hls head. We can explain 
this as the sun passing the zodiacal 
sign of Pisces, nnd denuded of radi
ance. -The namq; “Jonah” signifies'a

Charles Bradlaugh—His Life 
• and Writings.
The Truth Seeker Company announce 

the third edition of “A Few Words 
About the Devil, aud Other Essays," 
by Charles Bradlaugh. ‘ ’

For this edition the publishers have 
added much valuable matter, including 
a summary of Mr. Bradlaugh’s parlia
mentary career, the thrilling story of 
his forcible expulsion from the House 
of Parliament, history of his aud Mrs. 
Besant’s trial for selling the "Fruits of 
Philosophy,” a sketch of Mr. Bradlaugh 
by his colleague, Charles Watts, aud a 
review of his work and estimate of his 
character by the late Samuel P. Put- 
uam, leader of the organized Free- 
thought movement of this country. Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s autobiography is retained, 
giving iu his own words a complete his
tory of his life to 1873, which the sum
mary of hls parliamentary career and 
the articles by Messrs. Watts and Put
nam round out iu a thoroughly satisfac
tory manner.

The essays selected are those which 
best give the thought of the man on 
the most important topics of the times 
iu which he lived, particularly upon 
theological questions, from which he 
gained the name of Iconoclast. Mr. 
Bradlaugh was known as an Atheist, 
and his essay upon tills subject, "A 
Plea for Atheism,” shows how well he 
deserved it, aud also whether the de-’ 
tractors of "Atheism” aud "Atheists” 
knew the principles or arguments of 
the philosophy and persons they at
tacked. The other essays selected re
veal Mr. Bradlaugh’s thoughts upon 
materialism, upon the Labor problem, 
the causes of poverty, aud his remedy.

The detailed list of contents is:
Portrait of Bradlaugb.
Publisher's Preface, including Bum- 

mary of hls parlinmeutary career, and 
the story of bis life uot told lu his auto
biography.

Autobiography.
Samuel P. Putnam’s Estimate of 

Bradlaugh.
A sketch of Bradlaugh by Charlea 

Watts, his colleague in Frcethought.
ESSAYS.

A Few Words About the Devil. ■ ■ 
New Life of David.
New 
New 
New 
New 
Who

Life of 
Life of 
Life of 
Life of

Jacob. 
Abraham, 
Moses.
Jonah.

Was Jesus Christ?
What Did Christ Teach?
The Twelve Apostles.
The Atonement.
Were Adam aud Eve our First Pae 

rents?
A Plea for Atheism.
Is There a God?
Has Man a Soul?
Labor’s Prayer.
Poverty; Its Effects ou the People.
Why Do Men Starve?
The Land Question.
The value of Charles Bradlaugh’s 

writings is not a matter for dispute. 
Their place at the front of the Free- 
thought literature of this century is ac
knowledged and secure, in Ills war 
against superstition Mr. Bradlaugh 
dealt with tbe fundamentals of relig
ion—God. inspiration, revelation, pray
er, miracles, immortality. For him tbe 
"sacred books” were discredited as 
such by their own contents, however 
composed, and be made it his business 
to attack them as an imposition on hu
man ignorance and credulity. This 
volume comprises the plainest and most 
forcible of hls writings, and strikes as 
hard as does the "Age of Reason.”

In bringing out this edition we have 
reduced the price, to make it more ac
cessible of acquirement. It is printed 
on antique laid paper, handsomely 
bound in cloth for one dollar, and in 
paper covers for fifty cents. For sale 
at this oilice.

The Corpse Spoke.
Mrs. Elizabeth Morton, aged 65 years, 

died at the residence of William Bark
er, Reynoldsville, Pa., recently, from 
neuralgia of the heart. Before her 
death Mrs. Morton requested that her 
remains be taken to Mt. Carmel. Pa., 
and buried by the side of her husband. 
Contrary to her request, her relatives 
secured a lot in the Reynoldsville cem
etery and dug a grave. Ou the morn
ing of the day set for the funeral two 
members of the family went into the 
room where tbe corpse lay and. accord
ing to their statement, the dead woman 
raised her bead and said: "1 knew you 
would not bury me by my husband.”

The strange story told by tbe two 
alarmed the neighborhood and the fu
neral was postponed. The body will be 
taken to Mt. Carmel for burial.

There was a case of the power of will 
manifest, or those two parties were 
clairvoyant and clalraudlent. The spirit 
could as easily raise the head of a 
corpse that had been a corpse long 
enough to become rigid as that the 
spirit could have drawn on the body 
and materialized a head over the other 
and produced a voice. It was evidently 
the spirit that spoke.

Wanted to Paint the Chnrch.
A North Carolina moonshiner, having 

been taken in the tolls, set up the novel 
defence that he had merely made illicit 
whisky “to get money to paint the 
church.” The judge was erf the opinion.' 
he had made enough to paint the town, 
so he'was sent up for a two years’ rest. 
-Ex. ' ■ ' -:

“After Her Death. The Story of a 
Summer.” By Lilian Whiting. No 
mind that loves spiritual thought can 
fall to be fed and delighted with this 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading 
the minid .onward into the purer atmos
phere, of .exalted spiritual truth. X 
book for the higher life. For sale M; 
tfals.oifictA Price,, cloth, ?L; .
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EXPERIENCES
IN SPIRIT LIFE..

iBf Ihe Spirit of Mrs,Aiiielia Colby Lother.
Civen Through Mrs, Cora L. V. Richmond, at Washing

ton, D. C., March 6, 1898,

life; better to bear on to the very end. 
Why? Beeause .the spirit thereby is set 
free according to the law and nature of 
its own body; and,, without being a fa
talist, according to the individual pur
pose and destiny of life I could not 
have gone sooner. By a strange and 
sudden transformation of feeling 
—showing that suffering, as well as 
happiness is in the spirit and not in the 
body—I was told that I had been in 
spirit life but one hour, though it 
seemed to me as though I had already 
been there an age, and the suffering I 
had passed through in earth-life seemed 
but as a moment. At the present time, 
but for that memory which can recall, 
and the coming in contact with, mortal 
life which reminds me of it, I would 
not kjrow that I had suffered any phys
ical pain; so soon do we forget it; as 
little children in the presence of a lov
ing mother forget that hurt winch the 
mother kisses away, so in the compan
ionship of these loyed. opgs, who have 
made me feel that.,the\8pirlt life is the 
home that is mine, that l am entitled to 
it, that no one could have taken it away 
from me, and that jt is my inheritance 
from eternity. So'soon dp we feel at 
home in this companionship that the 
suffering is -forgotten; .

Do we forget, therefore,, those who 
are left on earth to struggle and to suf
fer in their turn? By no, means.. The 
first thought is to tell them how glad 
we are to find ourselves free from ail 
bodily limitations; you will remember 
that evening when through this same 
instrument I am now addressing you. 
through I spoke to you in this room. It 
was a short time after my release from 
the body, but the pent-up joy apd the 
delight of my new existence was so 
great that I burst through the barriers 
and spoke to you then. Now the joy is 
less turbulent, it is ealmed down by 
that retrospect which must came to 
each spirit, of his own or her own life.

OUR SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE.
Ab, that retrospect! We build our 

spiritual existence, not externally, but 
from within. I wish I could tell you 
how imperfect I found myself. I wish 
I could tell you how there were many 
faults and shortcomings that came to 
my consciousness that I fain would, 
have screened from my own gaze, as 
well as the gaze of my kind spirit 
friends; but I had no need to do this, 
since they must have been fully aware 
of them, but they made me no sign nor 
-token that they thought there was any 
imperfection; they manifested no criti
cism; they did not say; “Had you done 
thus or so, you would have been better 
off." I knew it; I knew it well enough 
without their saying so. You cannot 
set your face squarely and fairly be
fore your own life, before your spirit
ual countenance, without knowing 
what your imperfections are. There is 
no need for an avenging angel to tell 
you; there is no need of anyone to sit 
iu judgment upon you to declare it. I 
found it within; and I assure you that 
if I had ever given a harsh wprd, an 
unkind thought or undue' severity In 
my criticism, It was, before me. I had 
no stumbling blocks to encounter but 
those which I had placed there. There 
was a certain kind of delight in know
ing that every obstacle I met in spirit
life was of my own creation; no one 
else had piled up any difficulties for me, 
and no one else will have to overcome 
them. I am going to do it. You are 
going to do it with your obstacles; you 
may know beforehand how to avoid 
some difficulties. But I am not quite 
sure that the difficulties are not needed 
in order to be overcome; I suspect that 
they are. It seems to me that when a 
man climbs up a rocky pathway he is 
a great deal stronger than he is if he 
only has walked along a smooth and 
level flower-strewn path all his life. I 
would like to have boys brought up in 
the rough-and-tumble conflict of daily 
life, rather than have them always 
sheltered and shielded so that the first 
breath of wind will blow away their 
moral courage. I am thinking that peo
ple are too much pampered physically, 
mentally’ and spiritually. I like com
fort; I liked it when here, although I 
did not have a superabundance of It. I 
like to be intellectually satisfied, but I 
had rather be intellectually disturbed 
if I am wrong.

There Is great consolation In knowing 
that spirits live. But there is a great 
truth in knowing that spirits, neither 
on earth, nor in spirit life, have a flow
ery time always. Spirit existence in 
both states is not set, as yet, to the 
highest and sweetest music; you do not 
pass out floating along on banks of 
flowers with angel attendants and 
harps, and those that bear you Into the 
presence of imparadlsed fields of flow
ers and wonderfully beautiful scenes, 
but you awaken to the consciousness of 
yourself. You are aware of this great 
spiritual existence that suddenly im
pinges upon you; it makes you almost 
afraid to be let out into Illimitable 
space. One who has been long in a 
dark dungeon cannot bear all the light 
at once; one who has been- imprisoned 
cannot be set free without some tonic 
or strengthening influence; so a spirit 
thrust out into eternity finds nothing 
but vastness. The encompassing pow
er of spirit friends is there, it is true, 
but there is a time, almost immediately 
following the release from the physical 
body, when one is brought alone face 
to face, -thought to thought and spirit 
to spirit, with one’s own consciousness; 
eternity seems so vast, we seem so lit
tle, one is almost tempted to try to go 
back again, to be limited, even to be 
fettered, even to be in pain instead of 
being set free in this vast realm, for 
which even the best fitted is but illy 
prepared. You think you know, Spirit
ualists, about spirit-life: you think you 
know about your spirit friends; you 
have pictured, with a certain sort of at
tractiveness the kind of habitation that 
will meet you In spirit existence. I tell 
you, here and now, that you know noth
ing abbut it.

> THE SPIRIT WORLD. -
Everything that spirits tell you Is 

true; but more is true,, and so much 
more that it seems that the little that 
you can understand Is but a drop of 
water compared to Niagara. Supposing 
someone should bring you a goblet of 
water and say, that Is like Niagara? So 
it Is in substance; but what vastness of 
torrent, of great and wonderful and ab
solute possession of the mighty water
fall. So it is "with the spirit message: 
“The spirit world Is like this," and ‘fit 
ffi like this,” and “It Is like this,” all of 
which Is true, but it is like nothing 
which you can know, perceive or un
derstand until you are set free from hu
man consciousness and live In the vast 
consciousness of the spirit without the 
body.

■ How I do Wish I had not tried to

. To speak through au unaccustomed 
channel, through oue whose gentler or
ganism has been attuned from child
hood to harmonious speech, is indeed 

-most difficult; aud to speak what one 
feels aud knows from the realm of spir
it is so great a task that, but for the 

■ need of utterance and the wish to reach 
■ in the human state those friends who 

were accustomed to think kindly of my 
earthly work, I could not even speak.

I do not know how long it was, but it 
seems as though my body had been ^y- 
ing for years; aud the last period of 
earthly sickness seemed at the time 
like au age of suffering aud imprison
ment. Human life brought me little 
pleasure ami a great deal of work, and 
but for that ligut that came from the 
unseen yet palpable realm of inspira- 
tiou, there would have been no consola- 
tiou, no comfort. Many friends there 
were who were kind, but even those 
could not assuage the sorrows of a dis
appointed life and the sufferings of a 
body under the chafing influence of a 
restless and turbulent spirit.

Trained in childhood to the exercise 
of intellectual powers that were not 
usually ascribed to women, and given 
but little opportunity in the world of 

..affairs to exercise those powers; al
ways finding opposition in the outward 
world to anything that a woman 
might undertake to do, it was not until 
Spiritualism came into .the life of the 
one now addressing you from the spirit 
side of life, that there was any hope. 
Spiritualism brought the hope and 

; knowledge of immortality, and brought 
with It work to do In that direction. It 
is not my province to tell you of that 
work; you have kindly followed and 
borne with it and assisted it in many 
ways. Here in the Capital of the na

; tion it was my privilege many times to 
' stand and speak for that truth that 

■ was within me; perhaps not to the ac- 
eeptance of all, perhaps not in accord
ance with all my listeners, and I know 
many times at variance even from 
those who accepted tho common truth 
among Spiritualists of a future life and 
immortality. But differences of opln- 
Ions and differences In the ways of pre
seating the truth must be permitted, or 

. there Is no progress; and but for these 
differences we never could arrive at tlie 
truth, and then there would be stagna
tion.
, The bodily prison continued to be 
more and more oppressive with the 
Waning of each human faculty, with 
the waning of that strength which one 

. had learned to boast of, and especially 
with the waning of that power to think 
Which had been my chief reliance. To 
know that the brain itself, the physical 
structure of the brain, could fail to per
form its function, that the body could 
cease to do the will of the spirit posses
sing it, was a terrible affliction. But so 
It was, dear friends,- and for many 
weeks that lengthened Into years, this 
physical decline was a great oppres- 
slon. It was not borne patiently, it was 
not submitted to gracefully; there was 
absolute and constant rebellion. I did 
pray, not to God, for I did not know 
about him, but to my angel and spirit 
friends to set me free. But I have as- 
certalued, as my reason taught me be
fore, that spirits are not permitted to 
set any one free until the expiration of 
the mortal period. The very discipline 
of those last months has been some
thing of a blessing, since if the lesson 
of patience could have been learned, 

X that would have been added strength. 
\ DEATH THE DAWN OF FREEDOM.

. Instead of death adding to those dis
abilities, instead of making tlie powers 
more feeble, Instead of making the pris- 

, ou-house more palpable, it was tlie first 
i dawning of being set free. I cannot de
’ clare to you lu fitting language what It 
was, when In tho midst of kind and 
ministering friends 1 became aware 
tliat the final change had really set In. 
It was an entire reversal of all human 
thought concerning death. Instead of 
being fettered, Instead of the faculties 
being more aud more benumbed and 
dimmed, there was a startling con- 
sciousuess of a re-awakening. It 
seemed, although it was not true, that 
every nerve nnd fiber was being filled 

' with new life; It seemed, but it was not 
■ so, that tlie brain and all the cerebral 

structure were being restored; and tlie 
thought flashed through my mind at 
that time, "I am going to get well and 
be able to take up my work again on 
the platform for truth and spiritual ad- 
vaneement.” Instead, however, of its 

? being the body that was being resusci- 
tatcd. It was the spirit gradually being 

/ set free from the thralldom of the 
body, from even the consciousness of 

_ being fettered by the body. As one at- 
ter another of these fetters were broken 
by the absolute failure of every phys

' leal faculty it seemed already as though 
the mind had been restored to its accus
tomed strength. Memory came swiftly 
back, and all the thronging Incidents of 
life seemed to make haste with one an
other to restore themselves to con
sciousness. While the attributes and 
faculties of the mind were let loose, ap
parently, to do all that they ever could 
do and much more, It was also palpable 
that the physical senses did not seem 
to fade; eyes that could see, ears that 
could hear, and it seemed, although 
very likely the voice expressed no word 
to the surrounding friends in- human 
life, as though I was shouting to them, 
telling them of the new life and 
strength that had come to me.

FRIENDS IN SPIRIT-LIFE.~
In the midst of this great ecstasy of 

being set free, I was suddenly aware of 
being in the midst of a much larger 
company than those who surrounded 
me in human life; my faithful attend

. ants were there, but there were more; 
at last I recognized friends who had 
passed on many years ago, those In 
spirit-life who had been my earthly 

- friends and the companions of my 
childhood, the parents and dear ones of 
the household, aud evidently those who 

. had been with me as spiritual guard- 
‘ tans and assistants watching over my 

life and enabling me to do the little I 
had done in earth life to forward their 
work. It was a goodly company.

: I did not expect, and therefore I was
not disappointed, as many Spiritualists 
are. to be ushered into the presence of 
God, nor into the presence of Jesus, but 
I did expect to, and I did, find my spirit 

■ friends ready to receive me, knowing 
that the time had seemed an age in 
which I was coming to them, and tell

- ing me that they had .been helping me 
end. although unconsciously to myself, 
I did know it was better—remem
ber this—it was better to bear the pain 
end suffering and deprivation incident 
to falling health than to hasten by one 
guise-beat the departure tom mortal

wrongs permitted” or perpetrated' by an 
individual or nation bring their own re
turn, thbir own reward. The nation 
reaps the results of' its injustice in per
mitting slavery, This nation certainly 
reaped iu the blood of Ate brightest sons 
that sin. Whatever ^permitted when 
it can be prevented.is a wrong as great 
as au act of-aggression. The nation will 
suffer for permittingja wrong to any 
people that it could t^^rd off, and there 
are those in the councils above who 
know it. j,;i

SPIRIT EXPERIENCE.
I am here to-nigljtitO tell you of my 

feeble experience, th^.v^perience of the 
spirit of one human being set free from 
earthly suffering. I wish I could tell 
you that the nation is to be set free as 
happily from the clouds that hang over 
it. I wish I could tell you of those who 
have come up from the deep waters 
where treachery plunged them. I wish 
I could tell you of those received iu 
spirit-life from the battle fields where 
war has been waged against freedom. 
I wish I could tell you of the lifeboats 
aud spiritual presences that have been 
sent to those who, bewildered, have 
suddenly gone out into spirit life. I 
wish I could tell you of the bands of at
tendant aud ministering spirits that 
throng the places of suffering and hu
man sorrow to set . spirits free aud 
strengthen them iu their freedom. I 
wish I could tell you of, those who are 
pressing and crowding, around the 
council chambers of your nation urg-* 
ing legislators to deeds and words of 
humanity. I wish I could tell you of 
the great presence aud power that is 
around and above you, riot to live your 
lives, but to strengthen you in each no
ble and exalted endeavor, to make you 
know that one thought, oue deed for 
humanity is worth more than a million 
life-times of self-seeking., We all learn 
it; we all come'to understand it. Why 
will you not heed it here? What is this 
blind self that 4s forever a barrier be
tween humanity and the highest good?

There is need of an eternity to wipe 
out the errors and imperfections of 
time; aud we'have It, There is need of 
all this spiritual strength and retro
spect that Is upon my spirit; I am un
der rigid self-examination, I know 
wherein I failed, I ani deeply conscious 
of it. I want to tell you now that you 
may turn an introspective glance with
in your own spirits aud find out your 
weaknesses. I falter where I should 
walk; I walk wffiere I should fly. I 
should have such pinions that nothing 
could debar me from the fulfillment of 
every wish and purpose, but I am lim
ited by my own shortcomings and my 
own lack of knowledge. I might have 
seen more; it w’as often shown me, but 
I could not see it. I am not blaming 
you for anything that you cannot un
derstand; I am only aware- that be
tween myself, whieh was within, and 
the outer self, which was intellect, or 
body, or something, j^iere was a barrier 
—there is a barrier in every human life, 
I assure you. Whefl'tltb change called 
death comes, that Ijip-jJer is removed 
and you do stand face to face with 
yourself; your spirit life and its capa
bilities for the tluje. (being must be 
measured by that. But )here is no cut

. ting off of the growth, there is no pre
venting further knowfiefifee.

THE WORLD bVllEALITY. 
- ■ y oYou ask me if I aiq lu a realm of 

things? Some,one fh this room wants 
to know what my surroundings are? 
You ask me If It is ^s ifeal as the phys
ical realm? It is fiM? .wore real than 
this place, which yM ^re in; It Is far 
more:,real than,,,this-,ein’th which you 
cling to; tliat wfe hUrelmfi'f^as though 
It were our only hablfatfon, but It is not 
real, like this physical substance; it is 
the profound, perfect, conscious real
Ity of thought, of soul, of all that was 
me; I am and have what I have done 
and thought. You meet your friends in 
spirit life; you meet your thoughts, 
your deeds, your hopes, your aspira
tions, your failures, your subcesses; you 
meet that which is so much more en
during that no midnight flame ean de
stroy it, as it does these buildings, or 
might; that no storm can separate or 
disintegrate it, no decay can rest upon 
it and gradually undermine it; that 
even if the world and sun were to be 
blotted out, you know that it will en
dure forever, that It must live on for
ever, that it must continue to think, 
strive and act forever; and if it could 
not conquer that which lias been done 
or may be done, that -which has been 
unattained, how terrible would eter
nity be. Come with me now in thought 
into this realm that is peopled by all 
that is real in human life, peopled by 
those you love, without which life 
would have been void; peopled by your 
own thoughts and feelings, without 
which there would have been no life; 
peopled by all the attributes Imperson
ated and identified in soul, without 
which there would be no eternity; 
come into this real life; make the body 
the servant of the soul, and the earth 
the field for your triumphs, and above 
all make humanity higher than . your 
love of self, or your' love of gold, or 
your love of earth, for humanity will 
meet you face to face in this real, im
mortal world, this eternal kingdom.

measure'the universe with; iny human 
vision; how I do Wish I had known that 
the body is not the standard of, every
thing! I knew it, but I could not real
ize it. I have seen people who laughed; 
about love, young people, and they- 
thought they understood it; they knew 
they would never fall in love; so fool
ish a thing as caring for anybody, they 
could never1 Jove, that could never be 
their experience. But when it comes, 
when once the divine passion seizes 
them, when afterward they are aware 
of meeting a life that has proved un
worthy, but that held their destiny in, 
its keeping—you know what it is; they 
never could have believed it, but they 
were carried away, borne out of them
selves; the great problem of life had 
been unveiled and revealed to them. 
High or low, rich or poor, young or old, 
it is the same experience when the ex
perience comes.

Infinitely greater is the experience of 
death, is the unsealing of tho vision, 
the setting free of the spirit. So real 
am I in this new state that I never was 
real before. So do I find myself as I 
neved had found myself before. The 
hands, the feet, the body of me that 
had walked the earth seem no more to, 
me now titan the garment that I wore 
twenty years ago. I have forgotten 
how it was made. I do not know the 
color of it aud I.never gave it a thought 
when it was cast aside. Is the body 
then so much less? Aye! It is so much 
less that, although while we possess it 
we value it because it is our only in
strument of expression, when we are 
set free from it, its adornments^ its 
healthfulness, its strength,' its weak
ness, its physical mortality, we wonder 
at the thing of dust that enchained us, 
we do not love it any more. I did not 
care what became of mine, for I knew 
it before I got through with it, it 
seemed a drag upon me then; after
ward the sooner it went back to dust 
the better. .

I know what has made people cling io 
their bodies so, especially in Christian 
lands—I mean their dead bodies and the 
dead bodies of their friends. Because 
they were told in the Evangelical 
Christian worship of the past, that the 
bodies would rise from their graves. 
They will, but they will rise In some 
form of verdure, or in the Wheatfields, 
or in the orchards, like that appletree in 
Boston, in an old churchyard, whose- 
roots went down Into the grave of one 
of the Ayinthfops, for nourishment for 
its branches aud fruit. Of all the boys 
in Boston who ate the apples of that 
tree, whose body would it be on that 
day of resurrection? •

But people have learned to love their 
bodies as immortal things. I love ev
ery atom of the earth. 1 love every 
molecule of matter, I love every leaf 
and tree and flower, and every form of 
life, and I love the substance which en
tered into the physical existence of that 
form that was mine, but I do not care 
for my body. Whatever nature wants 
to do with it or can she is welcome to 
it. Whatever uses it will serve in the 
alchemy of any future generations of 
life, I am willing. But this that is me, 
that is I, that constitutes this that can
not die; this that perpetually lives, that 
haunts me with its imperfections, satis
fies me a little with the good that is 
manifested, this is what is to be con
sidered. Human happiness, human 
misery and human indifference make 
up life; not one of these belong to the 
body at all. Happiness Is real or ficti
tious according to that upon which it 
is based; misery is real or fictitious 
from the same cause; indifference is 
simply inactivity. Now separate your
selves from your bodies and you find 
that the happiness or pleasure, wliich 
is based upon material enjoyment, only 
last while the sensations last,' only 
lasts for a certain period of time, until 
the senses should again wish to be sat
isfied. If it is a desire that belongs to 
the appetite, then a certain limit will 
end that. Hunger is for sustaining the 
body; physical appetite should be re
sponded to to the degree of sustaining 
the body; all beyond that is an excess. 
The same is true with any other phys
ical requirement. There are also in
tellectual pleasures that are carried to 
excess. The inordinate intellectualist 
worships at that shrine just the same 
as the physical worshiper at the shrine 
of the senses. ■

SPIRITUAL DYSPEPTICS.
I have known people who gourmand

ize In literature, whose minds were 
spoiled for any adequate thinking, who 
did not have a thought of their own, 
they simply crammed themselves with 
books. I have known spiritual dyspep
tics in aud out of the church, In Spirit
ualism and out of it. I think there are 
a great many Spiritualists who are dys
peptics; they have morbid appetites for 
certain things;spirltual growth is meas
urably stultified by this. The normal 
food of the spirit is that which ex
pands, enlarges and strengthens the 
spiritual nature; is that which goes out 
to others in deeds and words. Although 
I did not pray, it goes out In prayers ac
companied by works. What I mean is 
this, that you cannot pander to a selfish 
spiritual desire without its being as sin
ful, in degree, as a selfish physical de
sire. I mean If a man pursues his hap
piness only, he is just as selfish if he 
pursues it to the spirit-world as if he 
pursues it through the senses.
TRUE. SPIRITUALITY UNSELFISH.

That which seeks for the kingdom of 
heaven for one’s self alone has been 
condemned by reformers and Spiritual
ists as very selfish. We have con
demned, and justly, the evangelical 
idea of seeking individual salvation, es
pecially at the expense of our fellow
beings. and at the sacrifice of an inno
cent victim. So it is selfish to seek for 
the highest place in spirit existence to 
the neglect of any human duty, to the 
neglect of real aspirations, and to think 
that communing with spirits alone is 
spirituality. It is not. You may have 
all the communications from the spirit 
world that you can possibly receive; 
they are Intended to strengthen, they 
are intended to help you, they are in
tended to tide you over some difficulty 
and give you moral courage to meet 
some difficulty. But friends, you are 
not expected to feed upon this contin
ually; you are to grow, to go forth to 
strengthen and help others.

I have seen these spirits brooding 
over, and helping, and striving to 
strengthen mortals who, alas, were 
not aware of it I have seen many 
seeking for messages that could not 
come -because they were sought too 
selfishly. I. have seen those patriot 
fathers watching over this country, 
watching over the congress that has 
degraded the statesmanship of past 
days, looking as though they would 
wish to penetrate the shadows of in
famy that have settled upon the legis
lation of this land and those who have 
succeeded George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Andrew Jackson and Abra
ham Lincoln, and who have stultified 
the spirit of liberty by bowing at the 
shrine of Mammon, selling themselves 
more a thousand times than the story 
of Judas tells you that he sold his Mas
ter for. I have seen these patriots 
striving' to penetrate that selfishness, 
and then I have seen them turn away 
with countenances saddened saying, 
“Not. yet.can the pall be lifted.”

There is no greater truth that can be 
given to any world than that the

EASTER.

“Three days, and I shall rise again,” 
Said the Master unto the men 
Who sat about him there, that day 
When all was darkness and dismay.
We know the legend of tbe sight 
That came to Mary, with the light 
Of that third day of which he spoke; 
And think of ours; as darkness broke.
But now we sing of Nature's all, 
Sing not alone of human soul; 
Sing of tbe trees by winter bound, 
Sing of the flowers, l^y ^Easter crowned. 
It-Is not deatfi, because of storm, 
But only birth in grander form, 
That first must be i^ shroud awhile, 
That it arrange Its Eti^br smile.
The woes of life may weary us; , 
May crown -with ttiorasj'tls often thus; 
But the third day w-ffi cb'me again. 
And with our Easter passeth pain!
The earth doth see bWclouds oe’rhead, 
And moans its plsltitsifor pleasures 

dead; mu! ■
But Easter comes, andpre give “hail!” 
For life doth over'd&tn[Prevail.
The storm king did Jpj^ill the bird 
It drove from us, whose song we heard; 
It comes again at'Easter time, 
With a new song from sunny clime. ’
The winter' snow' seemed 'winding 

- sheet, .■_
And icy chains did seem the sleet, • 
But hear tbe babbling brook to-day - 
And know that chains do melt away.
Do olden creeds the mind enslave, 
And doom our Freedom to its grave? ~ 
Behold our Easter brings it forth; - 
That it anew may bless the earth.
There is no death in all God’s realm; 
’Tis life itself that holds the helm, 
And guides each, bark upon tbe sea, 
From atom to infinity!' ■ 
So we will sing the Easter song ■ 
That tells of life forever strong;
Aye, sing again: of “Risen-Ohrlst;” , 
The lift of one, lifts all the Test

Chicago, in; . J. ^

LIGHT FROM MOSES.
Communion With Higher 

Realms, and What the
Spirits Have to Say.

BY PROF: J. E. BUCHANAN.

True Spiritualism disperses forever 
as by au electric flash the Rome-born 
orthodoxy which overarched this world 
with an iron wall, shutting out man 
from heaven.

To us our present freedom of com
munion with heaven is not .only a joy
ous privilege but a duty, for if diligent
ly used it will lead us on to the fulfill
ment of evolution and conquest in time 
of all the calamities of earth-life. I 
think, therefore, the cultivation of 
spiritual intercourse, the encourage
ment of Spiritual newspapers and dif
fusion of literature which; has been so 
fiercely proscribed, a duty which can
not be too strongly urged. Some errors 
must enter in a new movement, to 
muddy the water of life, but all will 
subside before the rising generation 
has left this life. The errors in Spirit
ual literature are trivial in comparison 
with what we find in the political press.

The first effort of the Spiritual press 
should be to destroy the power and in
fluence of that orthodoxy, falsely called 
Christian, which has been for so many 
centuries the steady and merciless foe 
of science, liberty and progress.' The 
bold course pursued by The Progress
ive Thinker (though I do not agree 
with it in all things) places It in the 
front rank of the champions of liberty, 
always ready to tear down ancient 
falsehoods and complete the work be
gun by Jefferson, Paine and Washing
ton, whieh they left in an imperfect 
condition. .

The privilege of communing with 
higher realms, which I urge upon all, 
and which I am devising means to 
spread more widely in all classes, be
lieving that it should abound in every 
neighborhood, is one which I have long 
enjoyed, though nature has given me 
less natural ability perhaps in that way 
than the majority of those who read 
these lines; but fidelity to truth has led 
me on.

This communion Is more interesting 
and beneficent in proportion as it 
reaches those who have advanced In 
the higher spheres, and those who on 
earth, like Socrates, Galileo, Bruno, St. 
Paul and Thomas Paine, were leaders 
in progress. St. Paul and Paine had 
the same burning zeal for humanity, 
and aroused the deepest hostility of the 
old church—whieh overwhelmed Paine 
with slander, aud St. Paul in a still 
more deadly way by corrupting his 
writings and palming on the world the 
most shameful forgeries as his Epis
tles, contradictory to the religion of 
Jesus. Two-thirds of all that bears his 
name In the Bible is a base forgery, but 
a considerable amount of his true 
writings was preserved in an imperfect 
form—but correctly, when he said that 
“where the spirit of God is, there is lib
erty,” and warned them against sab
baths and old superstitions, showing 
what his faith was by describing his 
meetings, with exercises like those of 
modern Spiritualists. Paul was a grand 
medium, and Insisted on mediumship 
in bls followers.

My communion with St. Paul has 
been thorough and extensive, and the 
result will appear in a second volume 
of Primitive Christianity, now in the 
press. I have a great admiration for 
that humble and hard-handed laborer 
who asked no salary for his dangerous 
services, but followed the example of 
the inspired carpenter of Galilee, until 
he met a similar fate from Nero.

' I have said but little heretofore of my 
spiritual intercourse, for I dislike to en
counter the unreasoning skepticism 
with which every great advance in. 
Spiritualism and the profoundest sci
ences is received In a priest-ridden 
world.

I have communed with modern as 
well ns ancient spirits, not submitting 
myself to any authority however high, 
but seeking to know what light they 
might throw upon the mysteries which 
liave ever embarrassed the seekers of 
truth.

I have freely used the best medium
ship I could find, with an extraordinary 
advantage In the fact that Mrs. Bu
chanan, with a psychic genius I have 
never seen surpassed, having been 
seven years In the spirit-world, has 
been my constant attendant and guar
dian angel, assisting me in every pos
sible way and guaranteeing the truth 
of what I received. Great numbers of 
spirits have been with me, and often 
been seen by my friends—often re
sponding to my thought by a rap of en
dorsement when I was thinking or 
writing anything especially pleasing to 
them. Since his first message, St. John 
has addressed me in a similar way 
through tbe famous medium, Dr. C. E. 
Watkins, by spirit slate-writing; and 
once on the platform of tbe Ladles’ Aid 
Society In Boston, as was seen and bril
liantly described by Emerson, the fa
mous medium, as he approached us.
I have sought the suggestions of Car

lyle, Bulwer, Denton, Gatchell, Laplace 
the astronomer, Priestly, Gen. Wash
ington, Lincoln, Horace Mann, Robert 
Dale Owen, the late Pope Pius, Renan, 
author of the Life of Christ; Luther 
and Wyckliffe, the great reformers; 
Plutarch, the Roman historian; and the 
leading characters of the Apostolic age, 
with Celsus, the opponent of Chris
tianity, and Moses the great leader of 
the Jewish nation, but not the author 
of the Jewish religion, which was a 
Paganized fraud of Ezra, about one 
thousand years after his death, which 
was fully shown by Colenso in spite of 
his persecution by the Church of 
England.

I have- had very little occasion to 
modify any of my views by these con
sultations; only on one theme have they 
given me any essentially new light. In 
science they have confirmed my opin
ions as positively true.

The most singular of all my com
munications came from Dr. Spurzheim 
In reference to the brain, about forty- 
three years ago. It was very difficult 

; then for him to communicate through 
our medium, and I expressed a desire 
to receive anything he could give. He 
gave me through the alphabet a state
ment of the functions of the cerebel
lum, similar to my own views, but It 
consisted only of seven letters, totally 
unintelligible. But as he said It was 
Latin, I studied the riddle and dis
covered the meaning. The Latin was 
extremely abbreviated but not unintel- 
llgible; five words -were presented in 
abridgment, and they conveyed a 
scientific truth.

I value most highly my communica
tions with Moses.. He was truly a great 
man and I could feel his spirit influence 
more.strongly than I ever felt from any 
other.

His statements showed that" the Bib
lical account of‘the Exodus contained 
a few facts in a flood of fiction. The 
Jews’ were not chattel slaves in Egypt’ 
They were merely under religious bond
age to Pagan superstitions. .Moses be
ing a deep thinker and man of resolute 
spirit,' found himself in continual con- 

yflict with the Egyptians, and the con

flict became so hot that he determined 
to lead his people away to some land of 
freedom.

He led out about , thirty thousand. 
They were not attacked or pursued in 
hostility by the Egyptians, He crossed 
the sea peacefully in boats, yet not the 
main body of the Red Sea, but its 
northwestern extension, now called the 
Gulf of Suez, which varies from ten to 
twenty miles across, while the Red Sea 
proper has a breadth of one hundred to 
one hundred and eighty miles. Thence 
he traveled south along the mountains 
between the Gulf of Suez and the Sea 
of Akabah, to avoid some unfriendly 
tribes, and turning round the moun
tains, traveled northeastwardly to 
Mount Hor, and finally to 'the River 
Arnon, in Moab, without any serious 
conflicts. He always sought peace 
when it was possible. ■

The forty years’ wandering is a myth, 
but he did hold his people about ten 
years settled in tile wilderness, before 
settling in Moab. He taught them a 
rational religion, similar in the main to 
that of Jesus.' The system of priest
hood, the superstitious sacrifices and 
prohibitions as to food, the mysterious 
ark and other fictions of the Old Tes
tament he entirely repudiates; nor did 
he Introduce circumcision as a religious 
rite. Ezra was the author of these 
superstitions, which were absolutely 
frauds, attributed to Moses about one 
thousand years after his ' death. But 
he does not repudiate the tables of com
mandments. He has given me an ac
count of their production by spiritual 
power, which at that time he con
sidered divine. >

My first knowledge of Moses was re
ceived at New York, in 1880, soon after 
the marvelous message from St. John, 
and equally unexpected. Holding a pair 
of slates in my lap, a medium gave a 
graphic description of the appearance 
of Moses coming from a mountain 
across the sea and presenting himself 
before us with the table of the law and 
a brief message. While this was going 
on, the scene was depicted between the 
slates, and I could hear and feel the 
process. It portrayed Moses with a no
ble head, and the tables of the law, 
which he lias Informed me was in tlie 
Egyptian language. The portrait is en
graved for the second volume of Prim
itive Christianity.
’ My Interest in religious questions at 
that time brought me messages from 
ancient spirits unexpectedly—Moses, 
Aaron, St. Peter and Jolin the Baptist, 
gave their pictures. That of John the 
Baptist was a fresh oil painting spirit
ually produced on a white cardboard 
■while I held tbe slates. All of these 
paintings have been tested psycho- 
metrieally and I am sure are true por
traits.

TALMAGE AND HIS THREE WIVES.

I am glad Dr. Talmage has taken a 
wife,

Who will lighten the burden he bears, 
And bestow on his poor and unprofit

able life
The sweet blessing of freedom from 

cares;
Who will sew on his buttons and darn 

his old socks,
Who will dress him for service on 

time;
Who will take due precaution to care 

for the “rocks,"
He acquired In the days of his prime.

And, if death should deprive him of 
her, by and by,

As it has of some others, why then, 
He can lay her to rest, after heaving a 

sigh.
And proceed to get married again.

That he loves bls new wife with a fer
vor divine

There is not the first reason to doubt, 
And he knew when he led her In joy to 

tbe shrine "
Just exactly what he was about.

For the preacher so often had been 
there before,

It was no novel thing in his life, 
He has always been blessed with 

abundance In store
And has never long lacked for a wife. 

They have dropped one by one, In the 
desolate years,

And he laid them to rest In the glen. 
And the rain on their graves dropped, 

iu lieu of his tears,
While he went and got married again,

I have heard Talmage preach of a city 
so fair,

In the realms of perpetual day, 
Where the saints move about like the 

birds of the air
And the wicked find hellistopay, 

Of a home where the loved ones of 
earth reunite

In a land where they don’t shovel 
coal,

And are kissed by the sun of eterual de
light

While the years of eternity roll, 
Now if what Talmage says is the truth 

in the case
And “my Molly” should go from my 

ken,
If I ever expected to meet, face to face, 

I would never get married again.
As I look at the matter It strikes me 

somehow,
That tbe preacher alluded to thrives 

And is running a race with King Solo
mon now

For the largest collection of wives. 
And It may be all right after crossing 

the pond,
And In line with the order of things, 

To possess many wives in the mighty 
beyond

And be fanned into peace by their 
wings,

So if this Is the view Dr. Talmage pro
claims,

As a comfort to children of men, 
Then all right—but how can he remem

ber tbeir names
If be ever gets married again?

—Dr. Bixby in Lincoln Journal.

“Principles of Light and Color.” By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A truly 
great work of a master mind,, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. • The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research into Na
ture’s finer forces are here garnered 
and made amenable to the well-being of 
humanity. Medlca’ men especially, and 
scientists, general <’«ders and students 
of occult forces will find Instruction of 
great value and interest. A large, four- 
pound book, strongly bound, and con
taining beautiful illustrative plates. 
For sale at this office. Price, postpaid, 
$5. It is a wonderful work and you 
will be delighted with it

“Origin and Antiquity of Man.” By 
Hudson Tuttle. A masterly philosoph
ical work. English edition, nicely 
bound In 'cloth, $L For sale at this 
Office, -

“The Watseka Wonder.” To the stu
dent of psychic phenomena, this pam
phlet is intensely-interesting.. It gives 
detailed accounts of twoegses of “double 
consciousness,” namely Mary Lurancy 
Vennum of Watseka, HL, and Mary 
Reynolds of Venango County, Pa. For 
sale at this office. Price 15c.

“Nature Cure.” By Drs. M. E. and 
Rosa C. Conger. Excellent for every 
family. Cloth, $L50.

“Progression, or How a Spirit Ad
vances in Splrlt-Ufe.” “The Evolution 
of Man.? Two papers, given in the. in
terest of spiritual science; by Michael 
Faraday. Price 15 cents., .

MOSES HULL'S BOOKS
A List of His Noted Works.

For Sale at the Office of The Pro. 
gressive Thinker.

Wayside Jettings.
^/i^i!?61?^1^?111 tu&S1B^woys’ By ways ana Beta. 
a^BUo. B/Matiib h. Hull. Tills 1ba ualvelouil. 
neat book ot selection# from Mrs. Hulls beat 
BeriuouB and essays, aud'caulatu a splendid 
ot the author, also a portrait ol Hosea HuU. Pri™ 
neatly bound In English cloth, U, rme,
Ihe Spiritual Alps ’

ana How We Ascencl Then. ' 
Or a few thought, on how to reach (hat altitude 

^araapB’lt is supreme aud all things are subject to 
li With portrait. By Moss, Hull. Just ths book 
to teach you that you are a spiritual being, and to 
ahow you how to educate your aplrltual /acuities. 
Price, bound In cloth, 40 cents) la paper oovtr, 
cents *
Hew Thought,

Volume I. Nicely bound In clotb, 679 forge, beautb 
fully printed pages. Portraits of several of tbe best 
speakers and mediums. Tbe mutter all original and 
presenting In au attractive form the highest phase of 
the Spiritual Philosophy. Price, only ll.co. •
Hew Thought,

Volume II. 88* pages, beautifully printed and 
nicely bound. Original matter, Six portraits. Cloth 
bound, 70 cents.
Joan, the Medium,

Or, tbe Inspired Heroine of Orleans. Spiritualism 
aba Leader of Armies. By Moses Hull. Thia is at 
unco the most truthful history of Joan of Arc. and 
one of the most convincing arguments on Spiritualism 
ever written. No novel was ever more tUrlUingiy In. 
lerestingj no history more true. Price In cloth, 48 
cents; paper cover, 25 cents. .
The Heal Issue,

By Moots Hull. A compound of thO two pamph
lets, “Tbe Irrepressible ConHict,” and “Your Answet 
or Your Life;” with Important additions, making a 
book of 160 pages all for 25 cents. This book contact 
statistics, facts and documents, on the tendencies ol 
tbe times, that every one should have.
All About Devils,

Or, an Inquiry as to whether Modern Spiritualism 
and other Great Reforms oome from Hie Satanta 
Majesty and Bls Subordinates lu the Kingdom ot 
Darkness. 60 pages. By Moses Hull. Price, 15 cents, 
Jesus and the Mediums, .

of Chrfot and Mediumship, 
Careful comparison of some of the Splrituallim 

and Mediumship of the Bible with that of to day. By 
Moses Hull. An invincible argument proving that 
Jesus was only a medium, subject to all the condi
tions of modern mediumship. It also shows that all 
thc manifestations throughout thc Old and New Testa
ment were upder the same conditions that mediums 
require to day; and that the coming of Christ is tbe re
turn of r^^mshlp to the world? 48 pages. Price, 
10 cents.
The Spiritual Birth,

or Death and Its To-Morrow,
Tlie Spiritual Idea of Death, Heaven and Hell, By 

Musks Hull. This pamphlet besides giving tho Spir
itualistic interpretation of many things In the Bible— 
Interpretations never before given, explains the 
heavens aud hells believed in by Spiritualist*. Price, 
10 cents.
The Quarantine Raised. -

Or the Twenty Years Battle Against a Worker 
Ended. Price 10 cents.
Sp I ritualQUongster,

By Mattie E. Hull. Thirty -eight of Mrs. Hull's 
sweetest songs, adapted to popular music, for tbe use 
ot congregations, circles and families. Price, lOoti, 
or <6 per hundred.
The Mediumistic Experience

of John Brown,
The Medium of the Rockies, with introduction by 

J. 8. Loveland. This Is the history of oue of tbe 
most wonderful mediums that ever Uved. 167 large 
pages. Price, 60 cents.
The Devil and the Adventists,

An Adventist attack on Spiritualism repulsed. By 
Moses Hull. Price, 5 cents. “

MISS JUDSON'S BOOKS.
WHT SHE BECAME A SPIRITUALIST,

204 pages. Oue copy, ♦ t; all copies, ,5.

FROM HIGHT TO MORN/
Or, An Appeal to the Baptist Chureh.

82 pagu. One copy, 15 cents; ten coplee, tL

THE BRIDGE BETWEEH TWO WORLDS,
209 pages. Oue copy, bound In clotb, ,1) paper. W 

tents.

For Rale at this Offlce, 40 Loomis Street.

The Infidelity of Ecclesiasticism, 
A Menace to American Civilization. By Prof. W M 
Lock wood. A trenchant and masterly treatise. 
Price 25 cents.

The New and the Old,
Oribe World', Progress In Thought. By Mose, Hull 
An excellent work by this veteran writer and thinker.' 
Price 10 cents.

PRACTICAL METHODS TO IN
SURE SUCCESS.

A valuable little work, full of practical Instruction 
In matters pertaining lo physical, mental andgn'rltual 
health. Worth many times Its cost. Price lu senU

The To-Morrow of Death,
-•-OR THE---

Future Life According to Science,

BY LOUIS FIGUIER.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH
BY S. R. CROCKEE.

A VERY FASCINATING WORK.
This fine volume might well have been entitled 

Spiritualism Demonstrated by Science. It is written 
In that peculiar Interesting style In which French 
writers excel when they would popularize scientific 
subject# 1n adaptation to tbo needs of tlie general 
reader. The author Is not a Spirt tuallsfr-he even 
mentions Spiritualists as “devotees of a new super
stition," etc., etc., in which he manifests the usual 
animus of the “scientific class," yet he says again: 
“There Isa true and respectable Idea in Spiritualism," 
and regards as proved “the fact of common I cation 
between superhumans and tho inhabitants of Earth;" 
and he goes on to relate instances of fact in evidence. 
There Is, to a Spiritualist/* a manifest discrepancy in 
the authors’s ideas, but the well-read mind will readily 
select and arrange the pros and cons, and out of the 
whole will find not only good mental culture, but 
much valuable information. The author bolds tbo 
theory of reincarnation. Price #1.50. For sale at 
this offlce.

^^^THE❖ ♦♦

World's Sixteen Saviors,
-OR-

OHRISTIAN1TY BEFORE CHRIST.

BY KERSEY CRAVES.

New and ttarUlng revelation, tn religion, history 
which dt»clo,c tho Oriental origin of all tbo doctrine,, 
principles precepts and miracles of the Christian New 
Testament, and furnishing a key for unlocking many 

| of its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the His 
tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucified Gods. This won- 
derfulnnd exhaustive volume will, we are certain, 
take high rank as a book of reference in the field 

j ’Which the author has chosen for it, Tho amount of 
, mental labor necessary to collate and compile the 
i varied Information contained in It must have been sc
. vere aud arduous Indeed, end now that it 14 In such 
! convenient shape, the student of free thought will not 
। willingly allow it to go out of print. But tbe hook is 
; by no means a mere conation of views or statistics; 
I throughout its entire course tho author—as will be 
i seen by his title-page and chapter-heads—follows & 
. definite line of research and argument to tbe dote, 

and his conclusions go, like sure arrows to the mark. 
Printed on fine white paper, 880 page#. New edition, 
revised x nil corrected, with portrait of author.
Price H^O* Postage 1G oontts Ft? Mis fit 

this oJUce,

THOMAS PAINE’S
Examination of the Prophecies.

A consideration of 
ment, quoted from U 
cernlng J esus Christ

tbe couuei to tbe New Testa- 
io OHL en J ct!!B;“~?ybeoles Con
. Price 15 oeMa. -

~ THE TALMUD.
Selections from tbe contents of that ancient book. 

If? ““^“UirieB, teachings poetry, and legend? 
Also brief sketches of the men who made sad com- 
mented^^pon IL By H. Polling. 859 pp. price, 

' GOSPEL OF NATURE.
By M. L, Sherman and Wm.F. Lyon. A book replete 

With Spiritual truths. Price <1.00.

The Science of Spirit Return
By Charles Dawbarn. Price 10 cent,.

"^A VALUABLE W0RI~
Researches in Oriental History, 

Embracing the Origin of the Jewi, the Rise nnd Dev#* 
epment of Zoroastrianism and tbe Derivation ot 
Christianity; to which is added: Whence Our Ama 

, Ancestor^ By G. W. Brown, M. D. One of the mo# 
, vmuabieirorks over published. Price IL50.

Paine’s Theological Works.
Age of Reason, Examination of the Prophecies, eit£ 

lllus. edition. Poet 8ro., 432 pages. Clotb, «1 Xu . 

! WHITE MAGIC
TMuXtlB*Tk»*«8«’^i1B.”,bo3kofZtl ptsto. It il 

.war isterertlBg «ad ,uaMtm w«L M, 
|U1 HtMitattlilieSM. ' L
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CONTRIBUTORS:-Each contributor 

is alone responsible for any assertions 
or statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be
lieving that the cause of truth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of the 
sentiments uttered in an article may be 
diametrically opposed to his belief, yet 
that is no reason why they should be 
suppressed. No one person has the 
whole truth, hence kindly feelings 
should always be entertained for those 
who differ from you._______

W. A. Cowley writes from Stamford, 
N. Y.: “We live in this little town 
among the Catskills, at an elevation of 
more than 1,800 feet, the number of in
habitants less than one thousand, and 
still have no less than five churches, 
and have never yet had a lecture on 
Spiritualism delivered in our midst,”

James Ford, M. D., writes: “To say 
that I love The Progressive Thinker, 
does not fully express my admiration 
of its teaching. It has enabled me to 
lose the fear of death (Sheol and Hades) 
and has driven the Devil into nonentity. 
It has shown that the spirit of man is 
not the Devil, but, freed from the body, 
it is an angel; in short, its teachings 
■will revolutionize the religion of the 
world and give woman her rights, and 
destroy priestcraft.”

J. C. I1'. Grumbine opens his classes 
for two special courses of psychology 
and unfoldment, at 3125 Indiana ave
nue, at the home of Mrs. Parkins, April 
H; at 8 p. in., and April 12, at 2:30 p.m. 
Single admissions can be paid at the 
door. Tickets for the course can be 
had of Mrs. Parkins, 3125 Indiana ave
nue, or Mrs. Esther Marion, 2108 Indi
ana ave., or by addressing Mr. Grum
bine at 7820 Hawthorne avenue (Sta P) 
Chicago. All lectures delivered under 
inspiration and Illumination.

Clara L. Stewart, secretary, writes: 
“It is with greater thankfulness than 1 
can express, that I write you of the re
alization of my long-cherished' dream. 
At last we have an organized society in 
Steven’s Point, Wis. 1 have struggled 
here for four years, sometimes almost 
alone, yet never willing to give up tlie 
fight, even though thirteen orthodox 
churches opposed; holding tlie ground 
that if Spiritualism was good for any 
place on earth, It was for us. Mrs. Isa 
Wilson Kayner came to my relief two 
weeks ago, and has done and is doing 
us good work. We have applied 
through her for a charter under the N. 
S. A., and hope to make next Sunday 
charter day. We have engaged Mrs. 
Kayner for one month, and as our so
ciety is composed of only reliable, up
right, earnest and honest workers, 
twenty- eight in number at present, we 
hope to make our influence felt not only 
In this city but through the state.”

Mrs. Carpenter and Mr. E. E. Carpen
ter have (lie following engagements for 
this season: For April. Pittsburg, Pa.; 
May, Indianapolis, Ind.; Muy 25 to 
June 1, Rochester N. Y.; June 17 to It), 
Sturgis, Mich.; June 25 to July ti, Lew
iston, Mich.; July IC to 21, Maple Dell 
Camp, O.; July 22 to 29, Island Lake 
Gamp, Mich.; July 30 to Aug. 3, Grand 
Ledge Camp, Mich.; Aug 5 to 10, Clin
ton, Iowa; Aug. 11 to 14, BanksonLake, 
Mich.; Aug. 15 to 22, Haslett Park, 
Mich.; Aug 23 to 29, Vicksburg, Midi.

D. V. Emmons, after eulogizing Ma
rion Carpenter’s lectures at Scotts, 
Mich., says: "And now comes Mr. 
Grimes among us to expose spiritism, 
as terms it, and while he Is lecturing in 
the church to crush us, a Mr. Owen 
Mcrldeth, of Canton. O., is here giving 
trumpet seances. Our houses are full 
to overflowing, proving that Spiritual
ism is not dead, though Grimes is here 
with his spirit-killer.”

W. J. Colville lectures during April 
in Spiritual Temple, Exeter and New
bury streets, Boston, Mass., every Sun
day at 2:3(1 and Fridays at 7:45 p. m. 
On Sundav evenings April 10 and 17, be 
speaks at Lynn, and at Brockton. April 
24. His class in spiritual science, in 
Boston, meets at 242 Huntington ave
nue. Faith aud Hope Association hall. 
Mondays at 2:30; Saturdays. 2:30 and 8 
p. m. Letters for him may be sent to 
above; address.

S. T. S. writes from New Sharon, la.: 
“Mrs. Buchanan was with us over Sun
day. We had a seance Saturday night 
that surprised the oldest of us: we got 
seventeen sheets of paper closely writ
ten on both sides, making thirty-four 
pages, and tlie pretty part of it was 
that every bit of it was recognized and 
understood by some one in the circle, 
mostly by all of us. There were some 
skeptics among us. All seemed to bo 
well satisfied."

1. I). Richmond, secretary, writes: 
“Haslett Park Camp. Mich., is still 
flourishing. The management has se
cured a tine line of speakers for the 
coming camp of 1898, which is to com
mence July 28. and continue five con
secutive Sundays, closing August 29. 
Mediums of all phases are expected. 
No pains will bo spared to make thia 
one of the most interesting and In
structive camp-meetings in Michigan."

Miss N. Johnston writes: "At tbe 
yearly meeting of the First B. C. Socie
ty of Spiritualists, held lit Victoria. 
British Columbia, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year; Pres
ident, Mr. Deans; vice-president, Mrs. 
North: Secretary, Miss Johnston; treas
urer. Mrs. Cavin. A surprise party was 
held at Mrs. Hasting’s residence, at 
which the president on behalf of tbe 
members, made a presentation to Mrs. 
Hastings, she having been secretary of 
the society for the past five years. Tbe 
Spiritualists will celebrate the 50tb an
niversary of Spiritualism by holding a 
social dance.”

M. D. Thiebnud writes from Ander
son. Ind.: “The Anti movement has 
done us no harm; has increased sym
pathy ou Hie part of some who were in
different."

Hubert Child writes: "I have received 
Ghost Land aud The Progressive 
Thinker, and am very much pleased 
■with both. How you are able to fur
nish so much for so little is to me an 
enigma. 1 advise all Spiritualists (who 
have not already done so) to send $1.12 
for The Progressive Thinker and Ghost 
Land, before it is everlastingly too late. 
I would say to any speaker who is 
drifting in this direction, that the First 
Spiritual and Liberal Society of Wieh- 
ita, Kansas, has a hall well seated and 
lighted; that it is at their service. 
Those wanting the earth need not 

waste paper or stamps In writing. Our 
last speaker was Dr. Connett, and I 
gladly recommend him to any society 
needing a good aud instructive talker.”

Mrs. Doeriig. the secretary, writes 
' that the “Church of Truth” will hold 

its opening meeting Easter Sunday, at 
7:45 p. m., at Munson’s hall, 1052 Mll- 
waukee avenue. Good speakers and 
mediums will be present. An opportit

nity Is now given to all persons to test 
the truth of Spiritualism, that there is 
no death and tliat our departed friends 
can communicate with us, even after 
leaving this mortal body. If your creed 
does not give you the peace of soul that 
you desire, pome to our meetings aud 
find that Spiritualism is no longer a 
dogma, but an established truth, and 
as truth cannot be so trodden down 
that it will not rise again; so we hope 
the “Church of Truth” will become an 
established institution on the north
west side of Chicago. All are invited 
and are requested to bring their friends 
so that they may also test the truth of 
Spiritualism. ;

G. W, Kates and wife have changed 
their local address to 156 Meigs street, 
Rochester, N. ’ Y., and will continue to 
serve the FJrst Spiritual church of that 
city.

F. Corden White has been filling a 
two months’ engagement for Unity 
Spiritual Society at Milwaukee, Wis, 
Societies wishiiig leettirer and test me-“ 
dium for fail and' winter of 1898, ad
dress him at 558 Milwaukee street, 
Milwaukee, Wis. -

Mrs. L. N. Claman writes that she 
has finished up her work with great 
success Iu Louisville, Ky. The People’s 
Church there is well organized and is 
doing a grand and noble work. The 
daily papers gave liberal space to fair 
reports of meetings and test work. She 
is now working for the First Society of 
Topeka, Kansas. Her address is 222 
East Sixth street.

Georgina McIntyre writes: “The for
mal opening of the Temple of Truth, 
506 Central avenue, Austin (reached by 
Lake street elevated road to 48th street, 
connecting there with Chicago avenue 
electric) will take place on Sunday, 
April 10, commencing at 3 o’clock. All 
friends are invited to come aud remain 
over the evening session.”

L. S. Burdick writes: “I wish to reJ 
mind tlie friends of the old_pioneer so
ciety of Southwest Michigan that the 
time Is approaching when we are to 
meet at Lake Cora iu our annual re
union, to congratulate ourselves on the 
good work done in the past, and the 
bright future that awaits us. Dr. Adali 
Sheehan-Horman, of Cincinnati, will be 
with us again to Inspire us with re
newed zeal to keep the light of Spirit
ualism shining before the world.”

Mrs. J. W. Kratz is nowat Cincinnati, 
Ohio, lecturing and giving tests.

J. M. White can now be addressed for 
engagements at Manhattan, Kansas.

Secretary writes from Paw Paw, 
Mich.: “The Paw Paw Valley Spiritual
ist Society were so fortunate as to se
cure the services of Lyman C. Howe 
for the Sundays of March. 'The course 
was completed by the observance of 
Anniversary Day ou March 27. when 
his audiences listened to two fine dis
courses lu his usual forceful manner. 
Mr. Howe brought with him the por
traits of his daughter and her friend, 
recently obtained through the medium: 
ship of the Bangs Sisters. They are 
very beautiful, and his account of tho 
manner in which they were obtained 
carried conviction with it.”

W. J. Colville expects to be obliged to 
remain in New York during the coming 
summer, to attend to imporant literary 
business. As he has received many In
quiries concerning camp-meeting en
gagements. he respectfully desires to 
inform all managers of summer gather
ings that if the distance from New 
York Is not very great, he cau make 
favorable terms for giving lectures at 
those resorts during July, August aud 
September. Persons wishlug to make 
arrangements are requested to make 
Immediate application to him at 497 
Franklin avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs. B. W. Barton writes: "I have 
taken your paper for years and am lost 
without It. I have worked in Minneap
olis for eight years on the platform as 
a speaker and test medium; also gave 
readings. 1 am now. as you see, in 
Grand, Rapids, Mich."

Chesterfield Camp, Ind.
'The camp-meeting of the Indiana As

sociation of Spiritualists for 1898 will 
begin July 21 aud close August 21, at 
Its camp-grounds. Chesterfield, Ind.

Speakers first two Sundays and inter
vening week. J. Clegg Wright and Eva 
Pfuntner; third Sunday, Willard J. 
Hull and India Hill; fourth Sunday, B. 
F. Underwood; fifth Sunday, Moses 
Hull. Dr. Nellie Mosier, test medium.

By order of President G. W. Parkin
son. the executive board will meet on 
camp ground April 12, to transact busi
ness.

For further information and pro
grammes, address,

FLORA HARDIN, 
Anderson, Ind. Secretary.

BOOK REVIEWS.

Gilgal. Stones that Pave the Way to 
Success. By Mrs. Calvin Kryder Reif- 
snMer. Published by the Anna C. Reif- 
snider Book Cd.. St. Louis, Mo.

A little booklet, bandy to slip into the 
pocket, comprising brief, sententious 
saying, replete with thought aud wis
dom.

MEMORY'S TRANCE.

Despite the flight of changeful years, 
By sweet magic there appears

A sunlit gleam;
Half in trance aud half in sleep, 
O’er my vision there doth creep 

Love's old dream.
Like unto a golden cloud, 
Bordered by a dark shroud, ’ r 

At eventide,
When the sun far in the west,
Gleams upon the ocean’s crest, 

Memories glide,
To where in fancy love awakes,
To olden days (swift journey takes)

To other years—
To the days when love was young,
To where my thoughts hare ever clung, 

Beset by fears.
Thus I muse, and wonder where 
Revelations half so fair

Shall reveal-
Other joys my soul requires
To satisfy the love-lit fires

So oft I feel. ■
. BAYARD TAYLOR CHAFFEE. 
Binghamton, N. Y.

PRICE OF THE “SEQUEL.” .
The price hereafter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be aS fol
lows: Three cents . for single copy. 
Where five or. more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or' 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and 
fifty .cents per hundred. . .

Bright Prospects in Buffalo.
To the Editor:—I take tbe liberty of 

sending you a few lines regarding the 
recent church . bazaar which was held 
by the society here in Buffalo, at the 
Spiritual Temple/ .The ladles of the 
church had made such preliminary ar
rangements for the affair as to insure 
entire success, and they were more than 
gratified with the results obtained.

The bazaar continued during three 
evenings of last week, and was attend
ed by a large number of people from all 
parts of the city. The articles placed 
on sale took readily and some of the 
items were closed out at a very high 
figure. ■ •

- The money derived from the bazaar 
is to be used in connection with the 
building up of the church aud making 
it a more elaborate edifice than it now 
is. The writer personally attended one 
evening and was more than surprised 
to see such a large concourse of people 
gathered together upon- sueh short no
tification.

The ladies comprising the eqin tn i t tee 
are very thankful.to the many friends 
who donated articles which were turned 
into money, and hope in the near future 
to meet them all under the roof of the 
new edifice which is t.o be erected. .

I must not, forget to add that .the oe-. 
casion was made much brighter by the 
presence of Mr, and Mrs. Moses Hull, 
who have come to Buffalo to remain 
for a year. Last Sunday evening the4 
church was crowded to the doors by. 
seekers after knowledge, who hail come’ 
to listen to Mr. Hull. His- remarks 
went home to every heart, and there is. 
no question in. the minds of .the/ mem
bers, that a great many new. recruits 
will be drawn into the grand truth of 
Spiritualism before the departure of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hull from our beautiful 
city. . J. O, DeMUNN.

Farmer Riley at Detroit.
We have had the pleasure of having 

Farmer Riley at our home, and he has 
saved Detroit from passing into skepti
cism, as far as full form materializa
tion is concerned.

He came to us just when he was 
needed the most. We were in the midst 
of the Gillman scandal, and those who 
had been so unfortunate .as to attend 
one of Gillman’s sea rices were ready to 
give up hope and become satisfied that 
all full form materialization was a 
fake. But thanks to tbe angel world 
for bringing James Riley to us, the 
very people who were the cause of Gill
man’s arrest, had the pleasure of at
tending Sir. Riley’s seance aud were 
fully satisfied that they had seen gen
uine materialization. The manifesta
tions were grand. Forms came out in 
full lamplight, and dematerialized 
while holding hands with their friends. 
Thompson Jay Hudson (of psychic phe
nomena fame) remarked at the seance 
in witnessing the manifestations 
through Mr. Riley, he would see gen
uine manifestations. Mr. Riley made 
many warm friends while here lu De
troit, who are very anxious to have 
him return again.

’ E. E. CARPENTER.
Detroit, Mich.

No Priest at His Funeral.
A news Item of recent date says: 

"Because of the intended cremation of 
the body of Anton Seidl, of New York, 
added to the circumstances that no 
priest, was summoned before his death 
to administer to him extreme unction 
and the last rites of his faith, the Ro
man Catholic Church will take no part 
in ills funeral.

"No priest will be present at the pri
vate services to be held at the resi
dence. These services will lie simple 
lu character. Rev. Merle St. Croix 
Wright, pastor of the Lenox Avenue 
Unitarian Church, will deliver a short 
address. Henrie E. Krebble will then 
read a eulogy telegraphed from Pitts
burg by Colonel Robert G Ingersoll.”

1’rlest or no priest his soul will go 
marching on, and those big gates will 
swing wide open if true religion and el
oquence can move St. Peter. Extreme 
unction! A priest can have no more In
fluence over natural law than the Ig
norant savage, but as a Christian one 
would think no priest, preacher, or ag
nostic could refuse to pay respects to 
the memory of an honest brother.

THE SEQUEL
To the Hull-Covert Debate.

It will be Instrumental In doing a vast 
amount of good. Philanthropists and 
good citizens generally will view it with 
deep feelings of regret, yet realizing tbe 
faet that to know the whole truth will 
be beneficial to humanity. As the Min
neapolis Times well says; "The disgust 
that is everywhere felt at the disclosure 
of sueh hypocrisy is wholesome, and 
makes for virtue. The effort to get at 
tbe truth, and correct false judgments, 
and punish license and impurity, must 
be beneficial.”

FIFTY-FIVE COLUMNS.
In The Sequel issue of The Progress

ive Thinker about fifty-five columns are 
devoted to the crimes of preachers and 
church, members, all of recent occur
rence, and every one of an astounding 
character.

FIVE HUNDRED COLUMNS.
Five hundred columns would be re

quired to publish all tbe shortcomings 
of ministers and chureh members dur
ing the last six months. Not a day 
passes that some great crime is not 
committed Ly some of them. The con
dition of affairs in the religious world 
is appalling.
THIS PAPER WILL SILENCE THE 

SLANDERER. .
Whenever a minister of the gospel in 

the future slanders Spiritualism, thrust 
this paper In his face and he will be
come silenced at once. He will not dare 
to proceed further.

PRICE OF THE “SEQUEL.”
The price hereafter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be as fol
lows: Three cents for single copy. 
Where five or more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and 
fifty cents per hundred.

“Religion as Revealed by the Mate
rial and Spiritual Universe. By E. D.

1 Babbitt, M. D., LL.D.” A compact 
and comprehensive view of the sub
ject; philosophic, historic, analytical 
and critical; facts and data needed by 
every student and especially by every 
Spiritualist. One of the very best 
books bn the subject. Price, reduced 
to $L cloth; paper, 50 cents. For sale 
at this office.

•’Arcana of Nature; or the History 
and Laws of Creation.” By Hudson 
Tuttle. A well-known and most pro
found treatise. Cloth, $L For sale at 
thia office^ ■ -

’ “The Fountain ot Life, Or The Three
fold Power of Sex.” By Lois Wais-, 
brooker; One of the authors most use- 
fuT books. It should be read by every 
man and 'woman. ' Price' 60 cent*. . '
7 ■ " . " 4^-Jrfl.1Z'-» ^-1 i’.. i

Em Two Worlds, London, 
Emaod.

IS SPIRITUALISM A RELIGION?

Ids nature are of fre- 
, not only ut our pub- 
alst>‘within the inner 

i investigator into the 
rij-ifiialism.
i my opinion, is
K A RELIGION.

Questions of 
queut occurrence 
lie services, bw 
self of. many a 
phenomena of I

Spiritualism, 
MORE TI^

It is r .. . (.sHf, sacred and un
defiled by the in^ibstatious of theology, 
consequently it becomes the essence of 
nil true religious life.

BUT WHAT IS RELIGION, 
and whose definition shall we take? 
Why our own, of course; whose else 
ought we to take? Still, in claiming 
the right to define religion iu our own 
way, we may reasonably pay attention 
sources, arid see if we can discover any 
harmony with our own. :

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 
may. be looked upon as a spirit medium. 
He declares that ’All religion has rela
tion to life, and the life of religion is to 
do good,’;This is a.broad, clear and 
natural declaration,-.to which any Spir
itualist miiy subseribe; .‘All religion has 
relation to life.’ ’ Spiritualism, in all Its 
manifold modes, of expression, has re
lation to life, jnjour philosophy we 
boldly declare that There Js no death,' 
but all is life.-

Through aud by the phenomena we 
receive . -demonstrations of the conti
nuity of individual human

LIFE BEYpND THE TOMB.
The tiny rap, the tilting, spelling, table 
manifestations, the clairvoyant descrip
tions so frequently given, all have rela
tion to life, to life in . the spirit-world, 
but to life all the-same. When we de
clare the gospel of the Fatherhood of 
God and file Brotherhood of Man; when 
spirit people declare that the law of ev
olution governs in the spirit spheres; 
when they affirm that in the associa
tions of the spirit-world equal oppor
tunities are afforded to all human be
ings who have 'i-rossed the bar,’ to un
fold in goodness and to live pure, nat
ural lives, all this has relation to life 
and the doing of good, which indelibly 
stamps Spiritualism as a ■ religion, 
based upon the natural law of progress.

One of our own writers,
DR. EDWIN D. BABBITT, 

in his work ou “Religion as Revealed 
by the Material and Spiritual Uni 
verse,” dWareis that “Religion Is the 
aspiration for the spiritual and the di
vine, the culmination of what we call 
God.” And so it is. fl'liis reduces re
ligion to the realm of the natural, 
whence it ought never to havo been 
taken.

RELIGION 1^ yiE ASPIRATION 
of our own natures for the spiritual 
and the divine, and when tbe bereaved 
cry aloud in tlieli1 trouble and agouy, 
caused by theiloss of some dear and 
loving form, “Qbi/^vhere are our dead! 
shall we ever meet them again?" they 
are aspiring to,pie spiritual and the di
vine. Nay, when '(ve seek to solve the 
manifold perplexities in which earth
death involves ms,,when we reverently 
seek these for/ns^f flip departed with 
the aid of spirit mediums iu the private 
circle, or in fhe'pjiblic meeting, we are 
taking part In ff Wremony as purely re
ligious as it islpossible to find.

^WMVHIWSMWh I n> i -■ 
BASIS OE SPIRITUALISM.

"Illegal,” do you say ? Well, I care not, 
it Is the basic foundation of true re
ligion, and without it there is no proof 
of Immortality, and it only shows to 
what a deplorable condition religion 
lias been reduced when to preach the 
immortality of man is perfectly legal, 
but to demonstrate the immortality of 
man is illegal, punishable with penal
ties or imprisonment.

I affirm then, that
SPIRITUALISM 1$ RELIGION;

that It is natural religion; that it Is 
naturalism pure and simple. It proves 
by natural means, In accordance with 
natural law that nature’s highest pro
duct, man, continues to live iu a truly 
natural condition, in a really natural 
world.

ALL RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS- 
anclent or modern—Insist that human 
beings will live In some condition of life 
beyond the tomb. If they do not, then 
they cannot be divided, or classified, iu 
the “beyond.” You cannot classify that 
which has no existence! You cannot 
get, good and bad, angels and demons, 
sheep and goats—whatsoever you may 
believe—if there is no life beyond the 
grave. Consequently all religious or
ganizations declare that man either 
does, or will, live again. This is called 
“belief In immortality.”

Spiritualism through Its
VARIED PHENOMENA 

establishes the certainty of the spirit's 
existence. If therefore it be considered 
essential to religion to believe in im
mortality, I maintain it is doubly essen
tial in these days of deep, earnest, skep
ticism, to demonstrate this Immortality. 
This is the mission of Spiritualism; 
and it is tills demonstration of immor
tality which more than doubly stamps 
Spiritualism as religion.

HUDSON TUTTLE,
In his work, “The Philosophy of Spirit,” 
beautifully portrays this aspect of the 
question. He sayS: “If consciousness 
is lost, all is lost, for eternal death and 
eternal sleep are one. The manner of 
the future existence is the problem— 
whence cometh the soul, whither goeth? 
Clairvoyance has given us a clear re
sponse. It has'^ew us into the mys
terious vale of%ofrderlaud, and, except 
the recent de^Eldpments of Spiritual
ism, affords the?'rally insight to be ob
tained of the'&Mr life of man. It 
proves that he fc'composed of spirit as 
well as body, 11? 48 use the words of 
another, who J^AB forcibly expressed 
the truth knovtn® the ancient sages, 
man is an Intelligence served by or
gans.” A

IN THE Ip^ICAL REALM 
we learn the origin of the spirit, and, 
by questionlngiispii-its, solve the prob
lem of man's ■ immortal destiny. Sub
lime beauties unfMd to oiir enraptured 
vision here on fthe'Jthreshold of this un
seen world. Etehial progress Is the law 
of spirit as w4Il aslof matter.

SPIRITUAL CLAIRVOYANCE 
helps to unfold the sublime, beauties of 
the life beyond, it proves that con
sciousness is not lost by earth-death, 
that there is no eternal sleep, and by 
thus unfolding tbe spirit-world to our 
vision it Is giving the best possible 
blessing religion can. afford to man
kind, aud thereby establishes Spirit
ualism as a religion,'

“Human culture and cure, Marriage, 
Sexual Development, and Social Up
building.” By E. D. Babbitt, M. D., 
LL.D. A most excellent and very valu
able work, by the .Dean of the College 
of Fine Forces, and author of other im- 
portent volumes on Health,. Social Sci
ence,, Religion, t etc., Price,, .’cloth, 7&x 
Fir^w^it ihlijoffic^',^ -

From liglil, London,Eng.
IS SPIRIT COMMUNION UNKIND?

To some this will be a novel question. 
We have all heard the question, “Is 
spirit communion injurious?” aud, of 
course, that has always referred to me
diums or investigators. The only rea
sonable answer to that question has 
been, “Try it, and seo”; and, upon trial, 
it 1ms been found that mediums are, on 
the whole, as sane, as sensible and as 
happy, as, let us say, the young gentle
men who report for the Telegraph or 
thd Chronicle, or tlie old gentlemen who 
adorn the Bench of Bishops. Besides, 
where spirit communion seems to do 
harm, we can, as a rule, easily trace it 
to the folly of people who treat it as 
something uncanny, aud who make it 
dangerous by. thinking it is. .

But as we say, it will come, to some 
of us as a novelty, and as . '
A VERY PREPLEXING NOVELTY, 
too, to be asked the question, “Is not 
spirit communiolu uukind?”—unkind, 
that is to say, to those why communi
cate, aud who by us are encouraged to 
communicate. This question was re
cently put before us and urged upon us 
by Mrs. Besant. The'passage which 
enforced it is too long to quote in full, 
but here is the central thought of it, 
Speaking for Theosophists, our. visitor 
said. '

“We consider that it is injurious to 
the souls on the other side to draw 
them back into the earth atmosphere as 
they are continually drawn baek in the 
ordinary seunee rooms. We consider 
that the souls passing out of the phys
ical body are reaching a stage in tlie 
cycle of evolution in which they should 
progress to higher aud higher spheres; 
that if we entangle them again with 
the past interests of earth, with the 
daily concerns of our physical exist
ence, we are tending in the most literal 
sense to materialize them, and to delay 
their higher progress, their greater pos
sibility of growth."

That was said with such charm of 
voice, sueh grace of manner, such

CONFIDENCE OF AUTHORITY, 
tliat probably only a few of the more 
tenacious of her listeners saw what it 
really meant. And what It means Is 
this—that our very foundations are bad 
—that the experiences upon which we 
rely and the communications we liave 
established are, in a sense, criminal; 
for would it not be criminal if we 
knowingly injured the dear souls that 
are gone, if we deliberately kept them 
from progress and bliss by unlawfully 
entangling them with earth interests 
and the concerns of our own lives, if 
we materialized them by entrapping 
them into seance rooms? We say delib
erately, it is simply awful. No; that is 
not a bridge between Theosophy and 
Spiritualism. Il is a "great gulf fixed." 

Mrs. Besaut, however, offered us n 
substitute. We must not draw them 
back, she said, liy using tlie body of a 
medium for automatic writing "or in 
any other way,” but wo must

GO TO THEM IN SPIRIT.
We must try aud develop the power of 
our own souls, "to pass Into tbe invis
ible world at will, to talk with those 
wlio are there, to see them and hear 
them.” 'Tlie suggestion has a germ of 
truth and usefulness In it.

It is indeed well to
UPLIFT THE SPIRIT 

from the sordid things of sense, to be
lieve that we may even now live In the 
spirit-world and hold communion with 
the blessed "dead.” But "to see them 
aud heat- them?” How many of us 
could accomplish that? How many 
would be driven Insane In the solitary 
effort to do it?

Mrs. Besant says tliat each person 
must try to push out .

INTO THE SPIRIT-WORLD, 
to see aud hear those who are there 
"because lie Is himself in the world of 
spirits.” It Is perilous advice. We be
lieve that tlie persistent isolated effort 
to accomplish It would be. to many, 
highly dangerous; and surely It would 
lie far more easy and far less jierllous; 
for those who have gone on to linger a 
little nnd hold out the mediating hand 
of sense, than for us to strain unduly 
beyond our earthly bounds.
BUT WHERE IS*THE EVIDENCE? 
Why invent these arbitrary doctrines, 
from this side? Who has told us that 
it Is doing an Injury to our beloved ones 
or to our spirit helpers, to encourage 
them to communicate?

WE CAN UNDERSTAND 
our excited critics who are never tired 
of crying "Devil! Devil!" for they have 
half-n-dozeu stale Hebrew texts to go 
upon; and, so long as they believe that 
God forbade “witchcraft" to the an
cient Jews, and that this forbidding ap
plies now to modern mediumship, they 
have their warrant, such us it is. But 
where Is the warrant for this summons 
to shut up every seance room in the 
world?

For fifty years, at least, the modern
FORM OF SPIRIT COMMUNION 

has been going on; and millions of mes
sages have been received—messages 
the genuineness of which Mrs. Besant 
would not largely deny. Well, what 
have they said? They have almost ex
hausted the voeabulaiy of endearment 
and delight, In telling of their peace 
and joy in being able to send signals 
across the valley of the shadow—no 
longer “a valley of the shadow” to 
them. When have they reproached us 
for dragging them back? When have 
they reproved us for hindering them in 
their ascent? When have they told us 
we were unlawfully entangling and 
materializing them? All this is pure im
agination—a fragment of a huge spec
ulative system beginning in rincarna- 
tion and ending in the clouds.

No; we believe the testimony of those 
who send us greetings from the other 
side, who tell us they are

GLAD TO BE OF USE TO US, 
and who tell us, too—O, joyful tidings! 
—that they can well afford to wait for 
us a little while, until we pass beyond 
that hiding veil. Why should we as
sume that we are injuring them? Ask 
them. Surely they know best. But 
even if It is, in a way, true, what then? 
It is perhaps a mother who is being In
jured by clinging to her forlorn earth
child. Dear soul! when she was here 
she gave up willingly her nights and 
days, her pleasures and chances of 
progress, that she might bleskher child; 
why should she leave It now? Perhaps 
she sees, or hopes she will see, ways of 
more profoundly helping it, with deeper 
insights and larger powers, and she 
stays, a blessed ministering angel—if 
she is wise and good enough for that. 
She is in no hurry. If what we say is 
true, she has all eternity before her. 
She can afford to wait. Nay, who can 
tell but that her progress, her enlight
enment and her bliss may . all depend, 
not on leaving her child and going into 
strange lands of splendor, but in being 
“faithful unto death?” , ■

We have no theories about it; and we 
.want none. We are very, humble and 
/homely explorers, .where the path is

very dimly seen; aid, for the present, 
we
TAKE THE PROFFERED HANDS 
and bless the love that offers them; we 
listen to the voices and are grateful for 
them. If our unseen.helpers.have to 
pay a price for their helping, and suffer 
loss, that is only what many of them 
did cheerfully oirearth. Aud we kuow 
that sueh loss is most blessed gain.

From Harbinger of Light, 
Melbourne, Australia.

THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY.
Paul Tyner says: “In its ultimate an

alysis we will find that the hgman body 
is composed of bxygdit and nitrogen. 
Whilst these two substances are pres
ent In a certain proportion, the body is 
in a, healthy state. Disease and death 

; sgt in' when this equilibrium or liarmo- 
nlal composition is’disturbed either by 
top great an accumulation of nitrogen 
or too great a diminution of oxygen.”

THE SURPRISING ASSERTION 
lias been made that the body 
hup been made that the proportions of 
oxygen and nitrogen in the body of a 
human being at a certain time not only 
indicates the physical condition, but 
also that of the soul of the person, that 
is, the character and condition of the 
soul determine the composition of bod
ily substances, and the proportions of 
oxygen and jiitrogen are exactly the 
same as those1 of tlie good or the bad 
in tlie soul of the individual.

EVERY GOOD THOUGHT 
increases, like deep inspiration, the 
quantity of the oxygen in the body, re
duces that of tlie nitrogen and im
proves appearance and expression. 
Every bad thought or impulse, that is 
harbored, increases the nitrogen and 
1ms the opposite effect tin the body. 
"But,” many readers will say, “this 
cannot be proven.”

That the
THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS 

of man can alter the chemical composi
tion of the body, more especially of cer
tain secretions, 1ms been completely 
proven by the experiments of Professor 
Elmer Gates, who held for many years 
the position of psycho-chemical experi
menter at the national Smithsonian In
stitute of Washington.

More than a hundred years ago the 
learned mystic aud clairvoyant, Swe
denborg, has asserted that the thoughts 
aud feelings of man

ALTER THE COMPOSITION 
of bodily substances. He saw this 
elalrvoyautly, and to-day science con
firms tlie truth of his assertion.

Professor Gates writes: "My experi
ments prove that the soul

CREATES AND BUILDS UP 
all the structures by which it manifests 
its presence. It is the mind tor soul) 
that brings to light all sciences, arts 
and institutions, that reflects and wills, 
suffers or enjoys.”

DEPRESSING THOUGHTS.
Painful and depressing thoughts 

weaken the health and prevent thought 
energy. Tlie cure of disease is often 
brought about by cheerful impressions 
and remembrances, allowing the neces
sary functions to lie carried on and 
struct tires to be erected In proper order 
and teaching the patient how lo use his 
faculties properly.

In 1879 1 published tlie results of 
many experiments which prove tliat 
when a person is made to breathe into a 
glass tube, cooled with lee for the pur
pose of condensing tlie volatile sub
stances of the breath, the liquid collect
ed on the sides of the tube showed

NO CHEMICAL REACTION
lo Rhodopsin Iodide as long as the indi
vidual remained In a calm and peaceful 
state of mind. But live minutes later, 
when the individual had been made an
gry and then requested to breathe into 
a tulie surrounded by ice, the liquid in 
the tube made ti brown precipitate with 
the chemical named. Indicating the 
presence of a chemical combination 
produced by anger. Tliis liquid admin
istered to man or animal produced un
mistakable irritation aud excitement.

GREAT GRIEF, 
such for instance as was caused by the 
loss of a child, produced a grey precipi
tate, repentance a rose-colored one, etc. 
In fils official report the Professor 
states: "I liave discovered that bad and 
disagreeable emotions cause chemical 
products to be formed that are tending 
to bring about disease. Good and agree
able feelings on tlie other hand produce 
wholesome combinations, having bene
ficial and even healing qualities. These 
products can be discovered by chemical 
analysis in the sweat aud other secre
tions of the individual. I have found 
more than forty varieties of the good 
aud as many of the bad products.”

Valuable Books and Pamphlets.
We have ou hand a limited number ot 

copies of the various writings and lec
ture* of Mrs. Maria M. King, whose 
name ranks high in the list of Spiritual
ist authors, for profundity in philo
sophic thought. Her elucidations of va
rious questions pertaining to the science 
and philosophy of Spiritualism, as well 
as the related field of natural science, 
are truly remarkable for their depth Mil 
clearness. These books and pamphlets 
constitute of themselves a noble Spirit
ual library, of sufficient intrinsic value 
to worthily engage the study and 
thought of the wisest students in spir
itual science.

Although slightly shop-worn, they are 
in good condition, and we offer them at 
reduced rates, as follows:

The Principles of Nature, as Discov
ered in the Development and Structure 
of the Universe. Material and Spiritual 
Magnetic Forces. Laws of Spiritual 
Manifestations and Mediumship. Spir
itual Planes and Spheres. Given inspi
rationally, by Mrs. Marla M. King. In 
three volumes, 8vo. A remarkable 
work; among the greatest in the liter
ature of Spiritualism. Price reduced 
from $1.75 to $1.25 per volume. Post
age 12 cents.

PAMPHLETS.
The Spiritual Philosophy versus Di

abolism. Two lectures by Mrs. Maria 
M. King. Price reduced from 25 cents to 
20 cents.

Mediumship. A chapter of Experi
ences By Mrs. Marla M. King. Price 
10 cents. .

God the Father, and the Man the Im
age of God. Two lectures. By Mrs. 
Maria M. King. Price .reduced from 25 
cents to 20 cents. :

What Is Spiritualism? and Shall Spir
itualists /Have a Creed? Two lectures 
By Mrs. Maria M. King. Price re
duced from 25 cents to 20 cents.

Social Evils: Their Causes and Cure. 
By Mrs. Maria M. King. Price reduced 
from 25 cents to 20 cents. ■

The Brotherhood of Man, and What 
Follows from It. Two lectures. By 
Mrs. Maria M. King. Price reduced 
from 25 cent* to 20 cents <

It is marvelous bow long a rotten 
qwst will stand, provided it be not 
shaken.-^Jarlyle. • ■■■

ANTIQUinjNVEILED.
The Most Important Revelatlcwu 

Concerning the True Origin 
of Christianity.

Reader. In bringing to your notice “Antiquity Vm 
veiled,” it la with tlie sincere hope that you arc earn 
eatly looking for the truth, regardlees of anyotha 
consideration. If such Is the case, this pdvertkeineul 
will deeply Interest you, and after leading thia brie/ 
description you will doubtless wish to give the works 
careful perusal. Frlcofl.W, .

■ ' WAS ’ '

$BR WU LINCOLN
A SPIRITUALIST?

-OR- » ‘

Curious Revelations from the Life
of a Trance Medium. ’

-BY- :' ■ ;'
MRS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD
Together with Portraits, Letters and.

Poems. Illustrated with Engravo 
Ings and Frontispiece of Lin

* coin, from Carpenter’s 
Portrait from Life.

This book will be found peculiar, curlcaa, atarUlngl 
—more so thou any work Issued since Uncle Tomi 
Cabin. It breathes forgotten whispers which the rust 
of time bad almost covered, ana which have been 
snatched from the very jaws of oblivion. It deal* 
with high official private life during the most moment 
ous period tn American History. aud U a secret page 
from the life of him whom time serves only to make 
greater, more appreciated, and more understood— 
“Abraham Lincoln.” -

Cloth, 12mo, illustrated, pp. ^04, $l»50f 
Paper, 75 cents.

For Sale at this office.

Origin, Development and Destiny 
of Man.

A Scientific and Philosophical 
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.
Xontents: The Beginnings; Fundamental Frlnch 

pies; Formation of Constellations, Systems, Suns 
Planets and SateHli js. The Origin of Meteor and 
Comets;The Organlj Kingdom; The Origin of Mae; 
Man—His Attributes and Powers; The Soul—How It 
Receivesand Impair Knowledge; Hew the Soul Ko 
eelves I b Highest Impressions; The Record Book, 01 
Tbe Heavenly Ether; How to Cultivate tbe Slxtl 
Sense; The Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth and De 
generation; Morally, Spiritualism Proved by Hr 
Bible; The Bible and Christ: The Summary: “Whal 
Must We Do to Bo Saved.” For sale at this office

Price, Cloth, $1,25. Paper, 50c.

INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS
Before tbe New York Unitarian Club. The first lime 
In the history of the world that a Christian Association 
ever invited a noted infidel to lecture before them 
The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the 
Club with continuous applause from beginning to end. 
The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed’ 
Price a cents; ten copies, 50 cents.

AN EXCELLENT WORK. 
7~\EATH AND TEE AFTER-LIFE.

The “ Stellar Key " Is tho MiHosuphlcal intro
duction to the revelations contained In this book. 
Some idea of this little volume may be gained from the 
following table of contents: 1—Death aud the After* 
Life; 2—Scenes lu the bunnnev'LHud; 3— Society in ths 
Summer-Laud; 4—Social Centres iu the Summer-Land: 
5—Winter-Land and Summer Land; 6-Language and 
Life In Summer-Land; 7— Material Work for Spiritual 
Workers; 8—intimates tn the Summer-Land: 9—Voles 
from James Victor Wilson. This enlarged edition con* 
tains more than double the amount of matter in fas 
mer editions, ami is enriched by a beautiful iron us* 
piece, Illustrating the "formation of the Spiritual 
Body.” Cloth 75 cents. Postage 5 cents. For oaW 
at this office. ,

HELEN HARLOW’S VOW;
Or Self-Justice.

By Loh Waisbrooker. Many have read Ibis book, 
many have re rend it. uml many others out to read It. 
ItHhouldbc read by every man and woman in thfl 
land. It shown the fahdllrs rampant tn society tn 
matters of moral and social Import, and the wrongs 
that flow therefrom to Innocent victims of social 
ostracism. It contains a tine likeness of the author. 
Flue cloth, 280 pages Price 11,00

THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFL
-OR -

THREE-FOLD POWER OF SEX.

BY LOLS WAISBROOKER.

This Is one of the author’s most useful and in* 
•tructlve books. Thh work should be read by every 
man and woman. Price, 50 cents. For sale at Dili 
office.

“THE WATSEKA WONDER.”"
To the student of psychic phenomena, this pamphlet 

Is Intensely interesting. It gives detailed accounts ot 
two cases of “double consciousness,” namely Mar* 
Lurancy Vennum, of Watseka, Hl., and Mary Rey
nolds, of Venango county, Pa. FUT talc Ot this office. 
Price 13 cents. .

MAJiOJVIGT, /
His Birth, Character and Doctrine^

BY EDWARD GIBBON.

This Is No. 6 of the Library of Liberal Classics. TI 
Is conceded to be historically correct, and so exact and 
perfect In every detail as to be practically beyond the 
reach of adverse criticism. This work will be found 
intensely interesting. Price, 25c. Sold at this office.

JESUS AND THE MEDIUMS,
-Oli-

CHRIST AND MEDIUMSHIP.
Careful comparison of some of the Spiritual Ian 

and Mediumship of the Bible with that of to-day. By 
Moses Hull. An Invincible argument proving that 
Jesus was only a medium, subject to all V1'* condi
tions of modern mediumship. It also shoWi umt ai| 
tbe manifestations throughout thsOM and New IcjuJ* 
ment were under the same conditions that mediums 
require to-day; and that the coming of Christ is tbe re
turn of mediumship to tho world. 48 pages. Price, 
10centa. For sale at this office.

' thE^coming

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.
BY BURTON AMES HUNTINGTON.

This excellent book Is written lu the Interest of ba 
manity, of liberty, and of patriotism—a book written 
for the purpose of calling attention to tbe deadly 
dangers that beset us on every side, and more espe
cially to tbe hostile attitude and tbe insidious wiles of 
an ever-present, though secret, unscrupulous foe— 
the Catholics. Washington's words of warning, 
Lincoln's apprehension and tbe prophecy of General 
Grant are all Included in the volume. Archbishop 
Rvan, of Philadelphia, in a recent sermon said: "The 
ebureb tolerates heretics where she is obliged to do 
so. but she bates them with a deadly hatr d, and 
usesail her power to annihilate them. Our enemies 
know how she treated heretics in the Middle Ages, and 
how ahe treats them today where she has the power. 
Wc no more think of denying these historic facte than 
we do of blaming tbe Holy Ghost and the princes ol 
tlie enureb for what they have thought fit to do.” 
Every one should rend t his work. Paper, SOO pages. 
It will he sent, postpaid, for fifty cents. For sale at 
this office

DEATH AND THE AFTER LIFE.
By Andrew Jaskson Dari*. Sonicthiag you should 

rt^d Price TO cent*

The Religion of Spiritualism,
Its Phenomena and Philosophy. By Rev. Samuel 

Watson. Thia work was written by a modern Savior, 
a grand and noble man. Prl ce a LOO.

“SOCIAL UPBUILDING,“ 
Including Co-operative Systems and the Happiness 
and Ennoblement of Humanity, By E. D. Babbitt, 
LL. D.. M. D. This comprised the last part of Human 
Culture and Cure. Paper cover, 15c. For sale at 
this office.

HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION
Just the book for those seeking Information con

cerning that most damnable Institution known In 
history—the Roman Catholic Inquisition. Every 
American cltken should become acquainted with the 
fseta no succinctly stated in this valuable record. It 
•bows the methods used by the Romish Church to ex
terminate those who reject Ite beliefs and claims. 
For rale at this office. Price 25 cents.

HYPNOTISM IIP 10 DATE
BY SYDNEY FLOWER,

An entertaining manual of hypootSBra, useful to 
student* of the subject. In the form of -dialogue and 
story, the author presents very successfully a con
densed account of hypnotism, Its theory anf nractlM 
up to date. Price, paper, i5 cla. Bold at this office.

WHAT WOULD FOLLOW
The Effacement of Christianity? By George ,Incob 
Holyoake. This is a most valuable contributi on to 
Freethought literature. Bound In paper with good 
likeness of author. Price jo cents; twelve copies 
forALIXh
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A MOTHER'S VIEW.
Givethe Mothers Their Due, and the 

Fathers too.

This department is under the management of 

HUDSON TUTTLE.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio. . .

NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let-' 
ters.. Full name and address must be given, or the letters 
will not be read, if the request be made, the name ^yip 
not be published.' The correspondence of tliis depart
ment has become excessively large, especially letters of. 
inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely 
give whatever information I am able, the ordinary court
esy of. correspondence is expected. v —

. HUDSON TUTTLE.

James MeD.: Q. 1 see in my Progressive Thinker 
that you answer all questions, and I wish to know if you. 

. cau by the (help of good spirits, find some lost papers 
( which, would restore a vast e^ate.to the heirs, which has 

been kept from them for more than fifty years. Also if 
they can tell me about a treasure that I have heard was 
buried. If I could get this wealth I would do all the 
good I could to the cause of Spiritualism. ’ •. '

A. If some-great benefit would be conferred by tl(b 
finding of these lost papers, on some one exceedingly near 
to the spirit^ interested, there is no doubt that the desired 
information might be given. As a general expression,' 
the sudden acquisition of a fortune is a damage and hm a 
blessing, and after so long an elapse of. time- no spirit 
would be interested, or care who possessed the wealth. -

The game may . be truthfully said of concealed treas
ures.' ” We constantly hear that the seeker if successful 
will devote the greatet share to the extension of the 
cause,'when he has never given a dollar of the means he 
has had in hand for that object. • There is no need of 
waiting for a fortune to begin .the work. It is like the 
man who turned the needy away, never gave to charity, or 
helped by word or deed those in distress, because he was 
waiting 4o increase his fortune until he should be able to 
found a charity hospital! It does not need thousands 
and tens of thousands of dollars to begin the work of 
charity. It does not require even a single dollar. Its 
most precious service is a sympathetic heart. It might 
perplex one how to use ten thousand dollars io best ad
vantage for Spiritualism, but it is very easy to say what 
the first step should be in the propaganda of the cause. 
There is work all around us, and if wo have not even a 
Cent to call our own, we have kind words and encouraging 

/(charity. A spirit thus trained and attuned is of more 
■ Y value and will do unaided more for the cause than all the 
71 mythic fortunes awaiting lost heirs, or Captain Kidd 
7 treasures ever buried in tlie earth.

' -7 I once knew a wealthy Spiritualist who promised him- 
_ self to found a Spiritual College with one hundred thou

; sand dollars,but he waited until he had doubled his money
/ in some investments he bad made. He died before he 
i . succeeded, and his heirs had other uses for their portions. 
\ I knew another, who professed that Spiritualism was his 
' bread of life, and he wanted to do something, but waited 

; / for a great opportunity, died, and the Catholic church 
grasped his fortune.
. Anda third had the capabilities and moderate means to 
have made most creditable work in assisting in the dis
semination of spiritual literature. He thought he could 
'do nothing with his small funds, invested it in drilling 

! / fer.pjl^whm^l  ̂ to reap jnillions and then aq-
.. coi'iipliah a gredt purpose. ’Theventure absorbed all his 

wealth and gave disappointment. He neglected the 
means he had in hands, awaiting the greater opportunity 

' - which never came, and hence did nothing.
c ' IL H they arc not faithful with the small gifts they have, 

■ will they be more so with the large? Spiritualism has less 
i \ use,for money than it has for exemplary lives. Its purpose 

' is spiritual, and it should not be dragged down in the mire 
7 1 of the market place. If there be those who seek bidden 
7 Treasures, or fortunes held for heirship, not for them- 

pelves, but for the good they may do with the means 
placed in their hands, let them prove their worthiness by 
(heir stewardship of small things. Let them cultivate 
tad grow into the high and pure state of unselfishness, 

' and susceptibility to the influence of angels, and in a 
small way do' what they profess to be desirous of doing in 

■ a larger.’ When they have prepared themselves for the 
7 : trust, and proven their integrity and capabilities, the 

' greater opportunities will be given to them.
■■ The widow’s mite proves more of self-devotion, than 

' ■ the camel train loaded with gems and spiees, purple 
: robes and rare jewels of the prince.
7 The great souls who have honored the nations and 
/( races of mankind, have one and all performed their tasks 
YYY without the assistance of wealth. The saviors have not 
l-U' had-a pillow for tlieir heads, even, and they were strong 
iW in spirit in exact ratio ns they scorned the assistance of 
, the selfish power of wealth. The fortunes of an Astor 

■ would not weigh against the earnest endeavor of one hon
' est, devoted spirit. ( ,

To the Editor:—I saw an article in your paper some 
time ago, entitled “Peace on Earth.” With all reverence 
due, the aged parent, without a doubt, is a very good man, 
^fli^qulso was old Tertullian, who said woman should 
always go clothed in rags, with her face bathed in tears; 
only for her, 'our Lord would not have died.

' Tlje writer of “Peace on Earth” wields a mighty pen, 
one I am not able to handle, but I say, please push it over 
ojf from the mothers, and more heavily on the men and 
fathers. Let them feel their responsibility. Many fath? 
ere have little or no care, while tlie mother is overloaded, 
always fearing that one of her children may make a mis
step in the world. There are many mothers, to be sure; 
that are very selfish, and think all their children do is just 
right, but even they have many cares. Idleness and pov
erty are the hot-houses of crime. Get to you, men and 
fathers, and set the nation at work; there is plenty to do; 
no squandering for war, but there is plenty for improve
ment and peace. Never until all are busy can we think 
Peace on Earth. . . .

The idea of a mother being responsible for the spirit of 
her child sounds very strange to me. How often we see 
good parents raise large families—some rise to honor and 
some to shame in the same family. See the sweet, little 
cherub—soon it is a nice, kind little boy; farther on, a 
weiLBtlucated, respectable, precise, young man; farther 
ob,‘ an old debauchee. We might take several children td 

:raise, . one from the :mansion, one from the. simp's, one 
Turk, one Indian, etc. Without a doubt their faces will 
•tell.their nativity; the. Indian may give the whoop but I 
doubt if the Turk .would ever fold his legs, and they 
Would b’e as near alike, without a doubt, as if they were of 
one'family. .
• . I-admit there is much in the environments; If I were

SIGNIH6/YNT 
ftGROSTIG.

Containing a List of Valuable Publications for the 
’ Spiritualists and Truth-Seekers.

J. I. Moore: Q. Swedenborg, in Judge Edmunds’ 
“Spiritualism,” represents himself as being carried at 
death to the “sixth sphere,-’ and says, “We occupy earth
tangible, positive earth—as much as your earth.” He 
also (or perhaps Bacon) says that those who dwell nearest 
the earth are at a great distance therefrom, and that “they 
draw their sustenance from the bodies (planets?) near the 
earth.” Miss Judson, in the Bridge Between Two 
Worlds,” says that the first sphere extends merely “far. 
beyond the moon,” being nearer our planet than any othU 
er, but does not say whether they live in the ether or oc
cupy “tangible earth.” I am perplexed by these diverse 
teachings, and would like tb know how it is that there are 
such contradictions, and what is the commonly received 
doctrine concerning this matter?

A. The most of these contradictory statements arise 
from the vain attempt of the controlling spirits to bring 
their subject within the comprehension of mortals. “The 
Bridge Between Two Worlds,” in a measure follows 
the “Philosophy of Spirit,” in its location of the spheres, 
as that book was given me, and has not been replaced by 
any explanation conflicting, I have accepted it. The 
statements of Judge Edmunds are not really in opposi
tion. The spheres to spirits are tangible, as they say 
“spirits hold the same relation to spiritual things that 
jnan holds to physical.” Hence although tangible to 
them it would not be to mortal sense. ,e-

speaking of physical heredity, that is quite different; yet 
I don’t know as I could say there is much in that. My 
parents were both very strong, healthy people, and I an 
invalid all my life. I am fifty-three years old, I have six 
children—one girl and five boys, the oldest over thirty, 
the youngest thirteen; they have had whooping-cough, 
mumps, measles, etc., and not one of them was ever in bed 
a day, except the oldest, and that was after he was mar
ried, he had a fever.

We are all put here on probation. All have their mis
sion to fill before they will find eternal rest. Many of 
our dear old sainted mothers have filled their missions 
well and gone on to perfect bliss, and there are many 
more just such to follow; but see how many cold, cruel 
ones, that turn a deaf ear to the hungry and needy, and 
many of them think they liave a straight ticket through 
to glory. But they will find they have years of toil after 
shuffling off their mortal coil, before their mission is filled 
ready for their ticket.

Ah, how true the Jove of money is the root of all evil. 
Many.that have abundance, use much of it to cover their 
crimes; many for want of it are driven by hunger to des
peration and commit many crimes.

But listen: A mother made a confession to the judge 
that she made her son a thief. Her liege lord, a dis
sipating man, spent his money to satisfy his wants, and 
would not buy the necessities of life for her, liis wife. She1 
would.wait until His Royal Highness retired, apd then 
she would take some of her money out of liis pocket; and 
right then and there she implanted the disposition to 
pilfer in that child.

Pshaw! why not take the pocket, money and all, and 
say: This is mine; you are not capable to use it, and I will 
see yon don’t squander it. - - ■ .* .'.<..■ ao: 

■ No. responsibility on-that poor, low druhkatd; br'Arst 
cause; but the poor mother,'who was driven to such ex
tremes, no pity for her! If in olden times, instead of 
burning and drowning witches, they had. made a law to 
put a ring in every old gossip’s tongue, and kept it a law 
right up to date, we woul hear less slander and more sym
pathy.

Every true mother lives a life of fear and anxiety. She 
feels for the world no selfishness; no me, mine and ours; 
but all have her sympathy. 0, if some dear old mother 
were in the Presidential-chair, how soon she would, say: 
This, my country and my homo, is very much out of 
joint; it is no home in this shape; I will have no more 
stepping, out of elegant parlors adorned with rich gilt ta
pestry, velvet carpets and Persian rugs, into those dark 
halls of vice and poverty. Send carpenters that I may 
have my house remodeled; make those dark halls light 
and bright, and those next rooms of the commonwealth 
must shine with hustle and business, and that large room 
1 see is a cold, dark, damp den or dungeon of want and 
misery; make haste and put in large windows to let an the 
bright sunshine; renovate the place, and see that they are 
all made comfortable in that part that the nations are 
sneering at. I am duty-bound to take care of the weak. 
The little ones have rights as well as Senators. I will see 
that every one is clothed and fed; not until then will I 
call this home.

Then, peering around the corner: It may be a little tot, 
or one of my elder sons, is out, that needs to be cared for. 
See to'it that all is well. • - .

And when she sees all is well, she can sit down to rest 
in her big easy-chair; with feet on the footstool and hands 
folded in-her lap, she can take a little nap. Ah, presto! 
change—-when mother gets there. And so mote it be.

Olathe, Colo. ' SUSAN SIMMONS. .

THE-ALMIGHTY DOLLAR.
Is It the Guiding Star of Speakers and 

Mediums?

FREE!
FREE!

Ar New Cycle!
Commencing witli tliis issue of The, 

Progressive Think<^’Sated February 
5, 1898, we offer ^Vi and more fa
vorable terms to ourj-eaders.

Circumstances Oblige, and with 
their change there1 ArfAe entirely New 
Conditions,'a ney Cycle, and con
sequently a changeiof-ibase.

A gentleman who -goes down ' deep 
in his pocket in belialf-'of forthcoming 
yearly subscribers^'jo^kes this New 
Programme pos^ipift. It was not 
possible in the pasiw< qHe is willing to 
donate Ten TiioRSmW Dollars1 for 
the benefit of’ofir"sM>4dribeis. ’

During 'March,; April.rand May 
this programme'will be carried out 
unless Forty Thousand Ghost Lands 
shall have betin exhausted sooner.

Ghost Land! Ghost Land!
This book contains nearly 400 pages. 

It is printed on a tine quality of book 
paper, and Is neatly and substantially 
bound, and will prove an ornament to 
any library. We desire to so Increase 
the circulation of The Progressive 
Thinker that a large share ot the 
profits will flow back each year to our 
subscribers In a premium book of es
pecial value and merit, thus bringing 
into requisition the Divine Plan. Aid 
us by getting some one to unite with 
you when you send in your subscrip
tion and thus show an appreciation of 
our efforts. , -

TERMS! TERMS!
Ghost Land will be sent to each 

forthcoming yearly subscriber to The 
Progressive Thinker on the payment 
Of postage only—six two-cent stamps. 
That is, each forthcoming yearly sub
scriber, who sends One Dollar and 
twelve cants to this office, will receive 
the paper for one year and Ghost 
Land, a book that has sold as high as 
$15. Assist us by getting someone 
to join with you.

Ten or More Subscribers:
The Progressive Thinker one year 

and-Ghost Laud, One dollar each sub
scriber, and the paper and Ghost Land 
free to tbe one who gets up a club. The 
club must consist of ten subscribers, 
exclusive of the one who sends in the 
names. The names must be sent in at 
oue time. Just think of this offer—a 
valuable book and The Progressive 
Thinker oue year for One Dollar. 
Don’t youreally think we ought to 
have 1,000,000 subscribers ’ on these 
terms, and thus make permanent our 
Divine Plan of giving a valuable book 
with each yearly subscription? On 
these terms you are getting the book as 
au absolute gift, not even paying post
age.

Bear In mind, please, that the order 
for Ghost Laud must in all cases, be 
accompanied by a year's subscription 
for The Progressive.Thinker. You can 
uot subscribe for the paper for a year, 
aud then one day. one month, or six 
months afterwards order the book. 
The two orders must come together. 
There have been thousands of noble 
Spiritualists who neglected to send for 
the book when they sent in their yearly 
subscriptions but who have, since see
ing their mistake, cheerfully renewed 
for another year, and thus obtained 
Ghost Land.

H. A. S., Lake Valley: ,Q. Does our grief affect or 
(retard our loved ones on the other side? Is there any
thing we can do for their benefit ?

A. The grief of friends is reflected on the departed 
ones, and holds them to earth with regrets. As far as 
possible grief should be restrained. If it be believed with’ 
the faith of knowledge, that they have gone on to higher 
and more perfect life, that they .love those they leave, ant 
return and mingle their blessed influence, and will be 
ready to receive us on the pther side, death loses its ter
rors aud we gain patienci* tb wait the hour of our own de- 
Earture. No mass or ritual can assist the departed ones, 

ut this frame of mind is reflected on them, and by free
ing them from the regrets and sympathies which draw 
them earthward is of essential benefit. \ / 77

------- ----- :—:)o(:—:-------- -- . '

Learning is pleasurable, but doing is the height of en
joyment.—Nbvalis. -■ .•. ./ . ■■•■’ '■/ " •' '

It is very Moticable that the ranks of Spiritualists do 
not increase in numbers as they should.

Foremost amongst the causes are the exorbitant prices 
charged by our speakers and mediums.

The majority of the members belonging to our so
cieties throughout the country are workingmen, many of 
whom work sixty hours per week for less than one-half 
what some of our speakers and mediums demand for two 
services; or about three hours’ work, or in other words, 
from five dollars to ten dollars per hour. And whilst I 
know that the laborer is worthy of his hire, I cannot over
look the fact that Spiritualism is here for the welfare of 
the human race, and not for the enriching of the few.

Jjlany are the societies struggling along, trying to give 
/tlie light of Spiritualism to the world, which would pros- 
per.taud flourish if they could only get speakers and me- 

:dimns to occupy their platforms at something like reason
able rates. . .

Suppose that our speakers and mediums would accept 
fifty per cent of the receipts for their services, and leave 
the other fifty per cent to pay for music, hall rent and ad
vertising, where they know that societies cannot afford 
such fabulous prices; then I think that brotherly and sit 
terly love would be made manifest and merit would Eave 
its reward. . '7 / : . ■ - 

: If societies are only run on purpose to support speakers 
and mediums, the sooner they close their doors the better, 
and let them try other fields of labor, or .go to the gold 
mines in the Klondike. JOSEPH COOPER, ' 
. Providence, R. L ’

“Religious and Theological Works of Thomas Paine.” 
‘Contains his celebrated “Age of Reason,” and a number 
of letters and discourses on religious and theological sub
jects. Cloth binding, 430 pages. Price $1. For sale 
at this office.

Reception and Banquet.
It is customary for the 0. L. F. A. 

Board to hold an annual March meet
ing at Lily Dale to arrange for the com
ing June picnic and summer session of 
camp/ The Lily Dale members of the 
Young People’s Spiritual. Union took 
advantage of the occasion to ^tender 
them a banquet and reception, March 
27th. .- •

The members of the board who were 
present were as follows: Mr. A. Gaston, 
president, Meadville. Pa.; M. R. Rouse, 
Titusville. Pa.; D. B. Merritt, Lindon, 
N. Y.; F. H. N’eelln, Seaforth, Ont; Dr. 
E. C. Hyde and T. J, Skidmore, Lily 
Dale, N. Y. Mr; House and Dr. Hyde 
were accompanied by their wives, qnd 
Mr. Skidmore by his sister, Mrs. Tolies. 
Judge Osmer was unable to be present 
being detained by liis legal business.

The banquet was-held at the resi
dence of Mrs. N. A,' Dedrlck, W. H. 
Bach acting as toastmaster, and the 
following toast's were responded to: 
"The Y. P. S. V.,” Miss Etta Pretty
man; “The Board of Directors," Mr. 
Gaston; “Canada," Mr,‘NeeUn; “Cassa
daga Camp," Mr. Skidmore and Mr. 
Rouse, both having bqenIn attendance 
at the eighteen sessions of the camp.

Our toastmaster funking we had 
been well “toasted,”,.fought we could 
stand a little .“rogfiga^", and called 
upon Mr. D. C. Meeker, who took for 
his topic “Spain," attjq which the ban
quet was adjournedLfq Library Hall, 
where a public reception had been ar
ranged and the folig^ng programme 
was rendered: WelcomeBong, by Quar
tette; Address of IWelcome, W. H. 
Bach; piano solo. Miss Marguerite 
Keough; response tq-address of wel
come, A. Gaston; vortfi anetlMrs. Wild- 
rick and Mrs. WhbeitOjW address, “The 
Young People’s SpirtUail; Union,” Miss 
Etta Prettyman; mamigiby tbe mando
lin club; remarks byiMkatRouse and Mr, 
N’eelln; duet by MaSteitHarry Champ
lin and little Pansy InWHcox; remarks 
by Mr. Skidmore;' sole; Mrs. Wildrick; 
remarks by Mrs. Dr. Hyde; song by the 
chorus. • '

The hall was beautifully decorated 
with flowers and evergreen and at the 

. back of the rostrum were four emblems 
of liberty, Y. P. S. U., and C. L. F. A., 
in evergreen letters, the Stars and 
Stripes and the “Lone Star” flag of 
Cuba Libre. All members of the union 
wore handsome ribbon badges Inscribed 
"Lily Dale Camp,” “Y. P. S. U.,” with 
a sunflower medallion at the top, a 
badge gotten up especially for the 
young people by W. H. Bach. *

The guests at-the banquet were pre
sented with neat “Guest” badges as 
souvenirs of the occasion,'

The audience; was large and enthusi-

of ttid most successful events of the 
season, it shows what the young people 
ean do when properly organized for 
systematic work.

MRS. EVIE P. BAOH, 
Sec’y. Y. P. S. U.

THE COMING MAN

Oh. not. for the great departed, 
Who formed our country’s laws.

And not for the bravest hearted 
Who died in freedom’s cause,

And not for some living hero 
To whom all bend the knee

My muse shall raise her song 
praise—

But for the man to be.
For out of the strife which woman 

Is passing through to-day,
A man that is more than human

Shall be born, I say;
A man in whose pure spirit 

No dross of self will lurk;

of

A man who is strong to cope with 
wrong,

A man who is proud to work.
A man with hope undaunted,

A man with Godlike power
Shall come when he most Is wanted, 

Shall come at the needed hour.
He shall silence the din and clamor

Of clan disputing with clan,
And toil's long fight with purse proud 

might
Shall triumph through this man.

I know he is coming, coming
To help, to guide, to save,

Though I hear no martial drumming 
And see no flags that wave.

But the great soul-travail of woman, 
And the bold, free thought unfurled.

Are heralds that say he is on the way— 
The coming man of the world.

Mourn not for the vanished ages
With their great, heroic men, . 

Who dwell In history’s pages
And live in the poet’s pen; ' 

For the grandest times are before us,
And the. world is yet to see J.

The noblest work of this old earth
Is the men that are tb be.

—Ella Wheeler Wileox..

PRICEOI? THE “SEQUEL.”
The price hereafter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be as.fol
lows: Three cents for single copy. 
Where five or more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and. 
fifty cents per hundred. . . . . /

THOMAS PAINE, Was He Junius? A very interesting critical and 
biographical pamphlet by a scholarly author, regarding a great leader.

By Wm. Henry Burr. Price 15 cents.

HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION. Just the book for those seeking i n 
formation concerning that most damnable institution known in history-* 

the Roman Catholic Inquisition. By Cyrus Mason, M. D. Price 25 cents.

EVERLASTING GOSPEL. Consisting of a series of lectures, messages 
and poems, written and delivered in public through the mental organism 

of Mrs. Magdalena Kline. Price $1.50, postpaid. •

POEMS OF THE LIFE BEYOND AND WITHIN. From the poetic in 
spirations of many centuries and of different peoples Spiritual poetry t 

translated frbm many tongues. By Giles B. Stebbins. Price $1.00. . ’
RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. A book for thousands who have been born 

out of orthodoxy and materialism, into the higher light of Spiritualism.
By 8. Weil. Price, cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

OCCULT FQRp.ES.QF SEX. Three pamphlets embodied in one volume.
Of great importance to the race, by an advanced social reformer. By 

Lois Waisbrooker.'- Price 50 cents. "
GLEANINGS FROM' THE ROSTRUM. It beams with rare gems of 

thought, practical and profound. Sunshine and beauty in every sentence 
uttered. By A-B, French. Price $1.00, postpaid.

RELIGION. A profound philosophical treaties on this world-wide subject 
of contention. Jt is a good book for students preparing for the spiritual 

rostrum. By E. D, Babbitt. Price, cloth $1.10; paper 60 cents.

EVOLUTION OF THE DEVIL. The most learned, accurate, scientific.and 
philosophical analysis of His Satanic Majesty ever published. By Henry 

Frank, the independent preacher of New York City. Price 25 cents. fl 
SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES, or “Le Bon Sens.” Testimony of a 

Catholic priest who abjured tbe Christian religion and asked God’s pardon 
for having taught it. Price, cloth, $1.00; postage 14 cents.

SCIENCE OF THE SOUL. A scientific demonstration of the existence of 
the soul of man, the continuity of life’and the actuality of spirit return.

By Loren Albert Sherman. Price $1.00; paper 60 cents.
INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS on the life and character of Thomas 
I Paine, at tbe late Paiue celebration in New York City, Price 6 cents; ten 
copies for 50 cents.

VOLNEY’S RUINS and The Law of Nature. This is undoubtedly one of 
the best and most useful books ever published. It eloquently advocates 

the best interests of mankind. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents.

ECHOES FROM THE WORLD OF SONG. A collection of new and 
beautiful songs, with music and chorus, in book form. By C. P. Long

ley. Price $1.00; postage 15 cents.

THE ELIMINATOR, or Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. Profoundly 
reverent, but thoroughly radical; exposing the fabulous claims of ancient 

Judaism and dogmatic Christianity. By Dr. R. B. Westbrook. Price $1.50. 
HYPNOTISM. Its Facts, Theories aud Related Phenomena, with explana

tory' anecdotes, descriptions and reminiscences. Largely a record of ex
periences and observations of the author. By Carl Sextus. Price $2.00. 
INFLUENCE OF THE ZODIAC UPON HUMAN LIFE. This book statei 
I the simple principles of the Zodiac in simple terms, and in a manner highly 
interesting and instructive. By Eleanor Kirk. Price, cloth, $1.00.

NATURE CURE. This is an excellent book for suffering humanity. It 
simply tells how to prevent and cure the ills of the flesh in a natural way.

By Drs. M. E. and Rosa C. Conger. Price, cloth, fancy $2.00; common $1.50. 
KAREZZA. Ethics of Marriage. A plea for a better birthright for chil

dren and a higher development of parentage through the most sacred 
relations. By Alice B. Stockham, M. D. Price, cloth, $1.00.

EDITH BRAMLEY’S VISION. A thrilling appeal to all who are interested 
in learning how the great forces of the Roman Catholic Church are seeking 

to prevent the progress of liberalism. Price 15 cents. .
RESEARCHES IN ORIENTAL HISTORY. In four parts; the whole com-_ 

prising an earnest but fruitless search for a Historical Jesus. A volume 
of 407 pages, bound in cloth. By G. W. Brown, M. D. Price $1.50 
POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE. These poems are full of soul inspira

tion—are real poetic gems ; sweet with the highest thought. By Lizzie 
Doten. Price $1.00.

UNKNOWN LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. Since the writing of the New 
Testament no book has appeared of as great importance to Christianity as 

this work. By Nicolas Notovitch. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper 25 cents. 
BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS, and the wondrous power which helped oi 

made them perform mighty works and utter inspired words. Personal 
characteristics of prophets and apostles. By Allen Putnam. Price 75 cents. 
LIFE WORK OF CORA L. V. RICHMOND. An interesting book regard

ing a world-renowned inspirational lecturer, a pioneer worker in Spiritual
ism. Compiled and edited by H D. Barrett. Price $2.00, postpaid.
of the two spheres. By Hudson Tuttle. Price, muslin, $1.00; paper, 50 ctsy 
INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRITS. A real visit with friends on the othei 
I side of life and a familiar talk. An interesting book. By Carrie E. 8. 
Twing, medium. Price 50 cents.

STARNOS. A rosary of pearls, culled from the works of Andrew Jacksoi 
Davis. Intended to imbue the sorrowing and stricken heart with new 

inspiration. By Dr. Della E. Davis. Price 50 cents.

HISTORY OF ATHARAEL. Life in the Stone Age. The history oi 
Atharael, chief priest of a band of Al Aryans. Written through U. G.

Figley. ’ Is very interesting. Price 30 cents.

IMMORTALITY. A poem in five cantos. “If a man die, shall be live?’1 
is fully answered in beautiful style. A very interesting work. By W. 8. 

Barlow. Price GO cents.

NEW THOUGHT. Volumes I and II, in all containing 863 beautifully 
printed pages. Presenting the truth of Spiritualism in a very interesting 

manner. By Moses Hull. Price, cloth, $1.50 and 75 cents.

GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll 
ever wrote. Of importance to everyone. In paper cover, with likeness 

of the author.; Price 10.pent8; twelve copies for $1.00.

HOW TO MESMERIZE. Ancient and modern miraclfis explained by mes
merism. An invaluable work. By the late Prof. J. W. Cadwell, one of 

the most successful mesmerists. Price, paper, 50 cents.

OUT OF THE,DEPTHS INTO THE LIGHT. This little book will be 
read with intense interest by thousands. By Samuel Bowles; Mrs. Carrie

E. S. Twing, medium. Price 25 cents. 
UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK, 

illustrated. Exposure by ridicule; 
humorously told. By Watson Heston.

Old Testament stories comically 
exposure by facts. The stories 
Price, cloth, $1.50; boards $1.00.

astic, the programme was . well;1 ren
dered, ’ and as36hfh-banquet1 and ~-^-UtJJ.eUj-a.uu uo uvm. ^ua-uquca ouu

■’’ 'tion •were pronounced by ilVto'

•’Social Upbuilding, Including Co-op
erative Systems and the Happiness and 
Ennoblement of . Humanity.” By E, D. 
Babbitt, LL, DY M.D. This comprises 
the last: part Of Human Culture and 
Cure. Boger Co Ver,. JIB cents. For sals

one’ nt this office.’ “

SPIRITUAL HARP. A collection of vocal music for the choir, congrega
tion and social circles. By J. M. Peebles and J. 0. Barrett; E. H.

Bailey, musical editor. Price $2.00. .

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL SPIRITUALISM, or a Concordance 
of the principal passages of the Old and New Testament Scriptures which 

prove or imply Spiritualism. By Moses Hull. Price $1.00.

BIBLE AND CHURCH DEGRADE WOMAN. By Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton.< Comprises three brief essays on The Effects of Woman Suf

frage on Questions of Morals and Religion. Price 10 cents.

OLD AND NEW PSYCHOLOGY. Twenty-four distinct inspirational lec
tures, delivered in New York, Brooklyn, Boston, Philadelphia, and other 

prominent cities. By W; J. Colville. Price $1.00.

ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT AND DESTINY OF MAN. A Scientific and 
Philosophical Treatise upon a subject of which man never tires—that of 

himself. ByThos.R. Fletcher. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.
VORAN. Commonly called tbe “Alkoran of Mohammed.” Translated 
K into English from the original Arabic, with explanatory notes taken from 
the most approved commentators. Price, cloth, 11.00. . ■
LIGHT OF EGYPT, or the Science of the Soul and the Stars. A grand 

work of profound philosophical deductions, on a theme of great interest 
to everybody. Price $2.00. J

INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS before the New York Unitarian Club, The 
first lecture of an Infidel before a Christian Association. One of his 

best. 12 pages, neatly printed. Price 6 cents; ten copies 50 cents.^ ■ 
SPIRITUAL SONGSTER. A collection of thirty-eight Inspirational Songs, 

adapted to popular music, for the use of congregations, circles and 
families. . By Mattie E. Hulk Price 10 cents, or $7 per hundred. . 
THE WORLD’S SIXTEEN SAVIORS, or Christianity Before Christ A 

key to all the sacred mysteries of the present religions and their Oriental 
formation. By Kersey Graves. Price $1.50; postage 10 cents, ! .
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IMPORTANT!
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SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.She Has

$ COWOin'SOLICITEDESTAB. ISM). CHICAGO, ILL.

CONSULTATION FREE
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Enclose Stamp for Reply Lock Box 357, Chicago, UK

MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
A LOCK OF .YOUR HAIR.

DR. J. M, PEEBLES.
If

address
PASSED TO SPIRIT-LIFE. 85 Warren at., Stoneham, Mass, 4<2tf

ASSENT TREATMENTS
W. C. M.

DR. C. E. WATKINS’COR.aged 44 years.
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P. O. Box 252 Lake Hille, Wie.437

A FINE BATH Toura truly. Wm. W. Whseland,
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GHOST LAND

RUPTURE 6UR&DFriendship, N.Y.000

G. F. PERKINS.land cemetery.

ant Park. Clinton, Iowa. 440

lars. 431tf .DR. J. A. BURROUGHS.

funeral address. P.
BLISS. San Diego, Cal. 458

CORRECT DIAGNOSIS.

N. Dak. 445

March 19,1898.

A- LISR/VRY

LaFayette Bt., Grand Rapids, Mich. 487
$

Ivs
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LEADING SYMPTOM
x cnargeo: 
E for parti
2 me:

E. J. ARMITAGE.manlty. .
Damascus, Ohio.

ijy^'®%>'®'®tip'^afsffiW'il?

$

Mabel Mather, 
Long Lake, Minn.

Elisa Peltier, 
New York, N. Y,

Annie Dance, 
Evans City, Pa.

yours, 
March 11, 1898.

The keynote to Buccessful treatment 1b accurate 
diagnoses. Drs. Peebles & Burroughs' psychic powers 
enable them to diagnose diseases with unerring ac
curacy. The following from recent letters is pos
itive proof of this statement:

This Is In fact a large Sanitarium; only been 
opened a short time, yet it is a molt pronounced suc
cess. DR. B. W. BANKS, the greatest Healer the 
world has ever had, has joined DR. WATKINS In this 
grand work, and 1b at the Home six days in the week.

And receive by return mall an ABSOLUTELY COR
RECT DIAGNOSIS Free. Address

IXICAN MEDICINE CO., 
69 Dearborn Street, Chtesgo, IIl.l

women who are prepared to take exclusive 
charge of unoccupied territory. Write ns 
’ lartlculars. ____ ^

and stops hair from falling out, 81.00 
Per Bottle. We have representatives of 
both sex who have established, in their

Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, 
Trance and Business Medium. Sittings dally; hours, 
10 to 4, Residence, 8001 Vernon av., Chicago, 111.

ance. Yours truly, 
March 10, 1898.

uevoleut and Charitable organizations were 
offered assistance as per above plan. Ad
dress for further particulars,

JAMES 8, KIRK & CO,,

: A LIBERAL OFFER,

Wrtte ii! and we will tell you all about our 
methode of cure that we use at tbe Home.

DR. C. E. WATKINS,'
AYEB, MASS.

CHRONIC DISEASES
A Specialty. Scud age, name in lull, own hand
writing, for FREE 1)1 AG NOSIS. Enclose three 2-cent 
stamp*, and address J. S. COOPER, M. 1)., Mt. Picas-

TirRB. JOHNSON, CLAIRVOYANT. AND SPIRIT
ual Medium. Sittings dally, for - business and 

spirit communications. Test Circles Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings. 83 S. Pdbria street, near Mad
ison street. • 437Hoe SUCCESS IN LIFE been prevented by the 

enervating effects of some Chronic lesion, which 
local physicians have failed to cure because not un-proved In shape, design and finish. In 1898 perfected. 

Once a CbrlBty|fider, always a Christy advocate.
Christy Booklet Free, 

New York. A. G. BFALDING & BROS. Chicago.

derstandlng It? If so let us demonstrate to yon the 
troth of the foregoing statements. WRITE ~

respective localities, a permanent, profit- k 
able, and constantly Increasing demand for p 
this remedy, for tbe reason that each new k 
customer becomes an advertisement B

We wish to hear from reliable men and C

•MUS. ELIZABETH SHELDON, TRANCE AND 
ILL Business Medium, 43 8. Elizabeth st. Sittings 
dally from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. Readings personally, by 
letter or photograph. 440

Y0UB, FUTURE SST® 
Astrologer, Rooms 6 & 7 Tabor Opera House Block, 
Denver, Colo. Charts from (1. Send stump for circu-

Ib a Hair Food, and harmless as water. § 
We guarantee it to restore Gray Hair to Its k 
Original Color, Whether Brouan, Blonde, 4 
RedorBiaek. Positively cures dandruff, r

THE JUBILEE
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Ministering Spirits.
S At the home of Mrs. Belle Shepp, on 
Madison street, we recently enjoyed 

Vne of the richest spiritual feasts It has 
Seen our lot to partake of. Fifty-three 

Dolces spoke through the trumpet, be- 
Bides Independent voices through the 
inediumship of George W. Runyan, 
who is one of the finest mediums in the 
state. The friends and relatives of the 
sitters eame with such loving messages 
and good advice as to cheer and en
courage us on to higher attainments. 
(The voices were clear and distinct, and 
some of the spirits, would lead off in 
gong in a loud tone, when those in the 
flesh would join in.

Tlie most touching of the evening’s 
enjoyment, however, was when an 
aged gentleman and lady (seen clair- 

■ voyantly by some of the sitters) came 
and announced themselves as minister
ing spirits from the higher spheres, 
and spoke with such infinite tenderness 
'as to thrill our souls with their parental 
care. I thought of the Bible verse, 
“Like as a father pitieth his children.” 
We are much encouraged to climb still 
higher into the beautiful light, and 
strive toward the pure and true, so as 
to attain unto the fullest spiritual pro
gression.

If all the mediums were as honest 
and as charitable and kind as we know 
Mr. Runyan to be, we think Spiritual
ism would grow apace, and seekers af
ter the’truth would not be so hpod- 
winked but would look for more than 
Simply to witness the phenomena. Let 
us by all means insist on our mediums 
to be just as pure and unselfish as pos
sible, not envy one another as too many 
of the mediums do. Let us as mediums 
love one another more, and give and do 
all we can for the good of mankind, re
gardless of the dollars and cents It may 
bring, and strive to do to our brothers 
ns we would have them do to us.

Muncie, Ind. WM. H. STRANG.

p [Obituaries to the extent of ten Unes 
only will be inserted free.]

i i Passed to spirit-life, March 22, 1898, 
Brother Levi Cole, in his 72d year. He 
was an active member of the People's
Spiritual Church.

Louisville, Ky.

Died, at 314 N. Third street, St. Louis, 
Mo.„ February KJ, Samuel R. Swaney,

I Mr, John Bigelow passed to spirit
life, from his home near Garling’s Mill, 
Mieth, March 11, 1898, at the age of 85 
years, He was prominent in various 
works of public improvement, railroad 
construction, ete. He was a Spiritual
ist. . He was a member of various or
ders, and his funeral was attended by 
large numbers of them. Rev. A. A. 
Gould, pastor of All Soul’s Unitarian 
church, Chicago, officiated, reading ex
tracts from the Bible and the sacred 
Books of Egypt, India and Rome, show
ing the belief of the ages, that death Is 
not tlie end of life; but a mere transi
tion to another stage of life and ac
tivity.

Passed to his spirit home at Eden- 
vale, ’ Cal., Leonard W. Hutchinson, 
aged 52 years. A native of Waverly, 
Iowa, he was an avowed Spiritualist 
and reformer, and as such feared not 
death, but gladly welcomed the reunion 
with his wife, who preceded him less 
than a year. Funeral services con
ducted by G. A. R. Rest to thy body, 
•progression to thy soul. " L. M. C.

X;.
I 
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Passed to spirit-life on Monday, 
March 21, Oliver Steely Shelby, at his 
tjdme near Covington, Ind., in his 73d 
year.. He had long been conscious of 
spirit return and was a man beloved by 
all who knew him and his friends were 
many.

He was a man of broad views, a lib- 
oral thinker, and his religion consisted 

. In being good to the poor, and never 
turned away the needy.

A good man has gone to his reward, 
and Is mourned by the entire county. 
He leaves a wife and three children. 
May loving spirits attend them. M.

w- • The sweet little Infant daughter of 
Dr, E. I. Jacobson and wife passed out 
of this world of trouble and pain into 
the land of progression, March 28, 1898. 
The fuperal services were held at the 
home, 106 W. Huron street, Wednesday 
afternoon. The address was delivered 
by G. F. Perkins.

: A father missed and husband 
.inourned, by the wife and four sons of 
Oarl Lundstrom, who resided on School 
street, Chicago, and left this earth’s 
trials, March 20, • 1898. The funeral 
services were conducted by the writer 
at the house, and at the grove in Grace-

E

Passed to the spiritual realms, Miss 
Alma Nichols, March 18, 1898, at 13 
DeKalb street, Chicago. This being the 
third child of Mr. and Mrs. Nichols to 
pass out within two years, at about the 
age of 20, it seems especially sad. Mr. 
Nichols lived formerly at Fort Wayne, 
Ind. Geo. F, Perkins delivered the

8
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SENDING MONEY.
In sending remittances to this office, 

please write your orders on a single 
sheet of paper, to file away for future 
reference. If you have anything to say 
outside of that to the editor, do so on a 
separate sheet. It is not safe to send 
money in a letter; if it is sent that way, 
and lost in the course of transmission, 
you will be the loser. Do not send per
sonal checks, as it costs 15 cents to get 
them cashed. Send postal or express 
order, or registered letter, or draft pay
able in Chicago or New York, and there 
can be no loss. Write names and ad
dresses as plain as ordinary print, and 
mistakes will be avoided.

&

. -The Spiritualist who commences now 
to form a Spiritualist or Occult library, 
by subscribing for The Progressive 
Thinker aud obtaining Ghost Land, is 
wise. If he reject this offer, his neigh
bor will soon advance ahead of him, and 
he will sneak over to borrow what he 
had not the enterprise to pay for. We 
think, in view of what we ere doing, 
that The Progressive Thinker should 
visit every Spiritualist family in_the 
United States. Continence now, we re
peat, to form a Spiritualist or Occult 
library by subscribing for The Pro
gressive Thinker.

"From Soul to SouL" By Emma Rood 
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry wiU find gems 
of thought in poetic diction in this hand- 
Bome volume, wherewith to sweeten 
hours of leisure and enjoyment Price 
|L00. For sale at this office.

“Who Are‘These Spiritualists . and 
What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
40 pages by Dr. J. M. Peebles, the well- 
known author. Price 15 cents. For 
tale at this office.

We are prepared to pay any Church, Benev
olent Association, Charitable Organization, 
Hospital aud Society organized for public 
benefit In return for outside WHITE CLOUD 
SOAP wrappers Intact, as follows;

to adopt a

Large Size Wrappers Small Bizc Wrappers
1.000.... ...» 12.90 1,000... ...» 4.80
2,000.... ... 26.10 2,000... ... 8.70
5,000.... ... 66.00 5.000... ... 22.00
7,500.... .. 100.00 7.500... ... 83,88

10,000.... ... . 185.00 10,000... ... 45.00
20,000.... ... 278,00 20,000... ... 91.00
80,000.... ... 41-1.00 80,000... ... 188.00
40,000.... ... 558.00 40,600... ... 186.00
50,000... ... 705.00 50,000... ... 235.00
00,000... ... 855.00 60,000... ... 285.00
70,000.... ... 1,008.00 70,000... ... 886.00
80,000’... 1.16L00 80.000... ... ■ 888,00
90,000.... ... 1,823.00 90,(100... 441.00

100,000.... ... 1,500.00 100,000... ... 500.00
the FIRST FIRM in the World 
system whereby Churches, Bc-

nternational Semi-Centen' 
nial Celebration of

TO BE HELD AT 

ROCHESTER, N.Y., U.S.A., 

From May 25 to June 1, 1898,
Wanted.—-Tbe same and address of 

every Spiritualist-in the United States 
to complete tbe census. For particulars

FBANK WALKER, 
General Manager, 

Hamburg, N. Y.

Sunday Spiritualist Meetings in 
Chicago;

The Church of Unity. Services 7:45 
p. in., every Sunday, at Flynn’s hall, 
northeast corner North avenue and Ro
bey street. Reached by the Milwaukee 
avenue, North avenue and Robey street 
cars; Humboldt and Logan Square 
branches of the Metropolitan elevated 
to Robey street. Max Hoffman, pastor.

The Lake View Spiritual Union meets 
Sunday afternoons at 2:45 o'clock, in 
Belden Hall, Orchard aad Lincoln ave
nue. Meetings conducted by Mr. Carl 
Wickland, assisted by Mr. Walter 
Finch. Spirit messages through Mrs. 
Carl Wickland.

Tlie Beacon Light Spiritual Church, 
617 N. Clark street. Services Sunday 
at 2:30 and 7:45 p.-m. Free seats. Free 
contributions. Mr. and Mrs. G. F. 
Perkins, speakers and test mediums.

The Baiid of Harmony will meet here
after on the first and third Fridays 
of eaeli month, at 40 Randolph street, 
sixth floor.

Liberal Spiritualists’ Meeting. Hall, 
107 So. Paulina, corner West Madison 
street. Each Sunday evening at 7:30 
under tlie auspices of M. L. Schaffer, 
assisted by able speakers and mediums. 
Good music. All cordially invited.

Universal Spiritual Society, Hopkin’s 
Hall, No. 528 West Sixty-third street, 
Englewood, (over postoffice). Carrie 
Fuller Weatherford lectures and gives 
tests and improvised songs at the usual 
hours, 3 and 7:30 p. m.

The German Central Spiritual Union 
holds meetings every Sunday at 8 p. 
m., at 151 Randolph street, west of 
Hooley’s Theatre.

Spiritualists’ Sunday-school, every 
Sunday morning, at 10:30 sharp, room 
518 Handel Hall building, 40 Randolph 
street. All are welcome.

Church of the Spirit Communion, Ar
lington Hall, northwest corner 31st and 
Indiana avenue. Dr. Arthur lectures 
and demonstrates magnetic healing and 
hypnotism. ”

Irene M. Dobson, lecturerand test me
dium, will hold meetings every Sunday 
at 3 p. m., at her parlors, 3517 Indiana 
avenue, for investigators of Spiritual
ism;.also will hold meetings every Sun
day at 8 p. m., at Newman Hall, 63d 
street and Stewart avenue.

The Progressive Spiritual Church, G. 
V. Cordingley, pastor, meets in Handel 
Hall, No. 40 Randolph street, room 
409, between State and Wabash. (Take 
elevator.) Services at 2:30 and 7:30 
p. m.

The First Society of the South Side, 
at Unity Hall, 77 Thirty-first street. 
Conference meeting at 2:30 p. m., fol
lowed by spirit messages by Mrs. 
Georgia Gladys Cooley, of California. 
Mrs. Cooley also lectures and gives 
messages at 7:30 p. m.

Spiritual Endeavor Society meets at 
No. 1 South Hoyne avenue, near Lake 
street, at 8 p. m. Sarah E. Bromwell, 
pastor.

West Side Spiritual Society meets at 
No. 46 South Ada street at 8 p. m^

Christian Spiritual Society holds 
meetings in Hygela hall, Washington 
boulevard and Paulina street, at 2:30 
and 7:30 p. m. .

Church of the Star of truth, Wicker 
Park hall, No. 501 West North avenue. 
Services every Sunday evening at 7:30 
o’clock. 5

A Swedish meeting is hdd every Sun
day, at 2 o’clock p. m., at Phoenix hau, 
324 E. Division street, near Sedgwick 
street. Dr. Elis Isldorous Jacobson, 
lecturer. Admission free.

Hatfield Pettibone, the well-known 
demonstrator of spiritual phenomena, 
will hold meetings regularly each Sun
day evening, at Lakeside Hall, south
east corner of 31st street and Indiana 
avenue.

First Spiritual Temple, near corner 
Wells street and North avenue. Serv
ices every Sunday evening at 8 o’clock. 
Mme. Lucille DeLoux, pastor.

The Spiritual Harmony Circle holds 
a meeting at 19 Bishop Court, at 7:30 
p. m. Mrs. Hamilton Gill will speak 
and give tests.

Speakers and mediums who do not 
Inform us at once when their meetings 
stop, will not be allowed thereafter to 
have their names appear in this list

GHOST LAND.
To the Editor:—Please accept our sin

cere thanks for your kindness in send
ing us a copy of Ghost Land; it is a 
book that I treasure above all others. 
It has given me much valuable infor
mation on things pertaining to Spirit
ualism. that I have longed to know.

Philadelphia, Pa. MRS. P. CALM.

GHOST LAND.
To the Editor:—I received the book, 

Ghost Land, all right, and was agree
ably surprised with it—so handsomely 
gotten up, and good reading! It is a 
grand'present. Please accept thanks. 
You are doing a grand work for hu-

"Thomas Paine: Was He Junius?” 
An ’ Interesting 'pamphlet by Wm. H. 
Burr. Price 15 cents. For sale at this

"The Relation of the Spiritual to the 
Material Universe. The Law of Spirit 
Control.” By- Michael Faraday. Price 
£2 cents. - itor Mie at this office.

DR. C. E. WATKINS, 
—THE—

FAMOUS 6HR0NIST.
OF AYER, MASS.

Quick Gios!
Small Doses!

Send age, name In'f ull, aud two 2-cent rtamps and 
leading symptom, aud wc will send you

A Diagnosis of Your Case Free, 
aud we will try and make tbe price of treatment right 
to you. Remember, please, that we do not wish to 
take your case unless you are dissatisfied with your 
present treatment. Do not ask OUR opinion of this 
doctor or that one, because we never express au 
opinion, nor have we any one connected with us that 
Is allowed to speak ill of any one or eyen to express au 
opinion. We know some doctors do so, but we do not.

The day of shot-gun prescription Is past; drastic 
drugs In large dosei will not bo given ton years from 
now, We believe In the certainty of medicine and In 
specific medication, but specific medication requires

SPECIFIC DIAGNOSIS.
He who understands the action of drugs, and who 1b 
gifted with the power of correctly diagnosing. Is the 
successful physician to-day. .

Specific Medicine J .
No Drastic Drugs!

A Book on "Obronlc Disease” 
Sent for 2-cent Stamp.

6. E. NATKINS, M. D„
AYER, MASS.

Rural 
Hrealth

Ito tn 6

TESTIMONIAL.
B. F. Poole, Clinton, Iowa—Dear 

Friend:—I have received more benefit 
from your spirit remedies,. Elixirs Nos. 
1 and 2, and magnetized compound, 
than any treatment-I hate ever taken.

I am, respectfully.
MRS. O. H. BROWN.

Altman, Colo.
Please read my liberal offer in an-

MAGNETIC TREATMENT FREE,
Have you sore or weak eyes or failing 

eyesight? My Magnetized Compound 
and psychic treatment will cure them 
and Improve your eyesight. 8-oz pack
age, with fuU directions, sent postpaid,
10 cents.

415tf
B. F. POOLE, 

Clinton, Iowa.

In order to get that remarkable book, 
Ghost Land, the order for it in all cases 
must be accompanied by a year’s sub
scription for The Progressive Thinker. 
You can not order The Progressive 
Thinker to be sent to you for one year, 
and then afterwards send for the book. 
The fact that you subscribed for the 
paper some time ago, not knowing 
about the offer of the premium (or 
neglecting to order It), does not entitle 
you to Ghost Land now by simply pay
ing the postage, 12 cents. In each and 
every case a year’s subscription for The 
Progressive Thinker must accompany 
the order for the book as previously an
nounced. These conditions must be 
complied with in all cases, and don’t 

. write to us for any other terms, for 
they will not be granted.

This grand book, “Ghost Land,” Is a 
’ gift to all—to old subscribers as well as 
new ones, who comply with the condi
tions set forth in the above. Several, 
whose subscription to The Progressive 
Thinker did not expire for- many 
years, have renewed for another year 
in order to get “Ghost Land.” If you 
desire it, you can get it in the same 
way.

PRICE OF THE “SEQUEL.”
The price hereafter of this number of 

The Progressive Thinker will be as fol
lows: Three cents for single copy. 
Where five or more are ordered, two 
cents per copy. Where one hundred or 
more copies are ordered, one dollar and 
fifty cents per hundred.

THE CHRISTY SADDLE.
|TS EVOLUTION!

20,000 sold tn 1895 
60.000 8oldAn 1896 

150,000 soldin 18 9 7
500,000 io be sold in 1898

Hence this advertisement to 
call your attention to Its su
perior merits and wonderful 
record. In 1895Rwm correct 
in principle, but crude in design 
and make. In 1896 it was Im
proved in design and manufac
ture. In 1897 it was much Im

"After the Sex Struck.” By George 
N. Miller. Priced cents.

"Origin of Life, or Where Mau Comes. 
From.” “The Evolution- of the Spirit 
from Matter Through Organic Pro
cesses, or How the Spirit Body Grows." 
By Michael Faraday. Price 10 cents. 
For sale at this office.

“Edith Bramley’s Vision.” Vivid de
scription of a Jesuit spirit conclave, 
together with ’nteresting corroborative 
testimony. Price 15 cents. For sale at 
this office.

Drs. Peebles ^Burroughs ASTONISHING!
Enlnent

WGlWGl®

Drs, Peebles * Burroughs are successful because 
they limit their practice to a few diseases. People 
are dying dally because their cases are not thor
oughly understood by the physician in charge. He 
will do the best he can with bis limited experience; 
be diagnoses all diseases, and necessarily he often 
makes mistakes. With Drs. Peebles & Burroughs it 
is different. Their entire study and thought is given 
the diseases which afflict certain organs. They are 
specialists, and the specialist la now looked upon as 
far more successful in tbe treatment of the afflicted 
than the general practitioner. Not only are Drs, 
Peebles A Burroughs qualified by education and ex
perience to cure the diseases they undertake, but 
their psychic powers give them advantages which 
are not possessed by other advanced specialists of 
to-day. Their extensive practice has enabled them, 
in fact made It necessary for them to equip their 
offices with every appliance which modern medical 
science has demonstrated of value In the treatment 
of such cases. Their location le the most central, 
their offices are the admiration of everyone, and they 
are admitted to be, what they are—unexcelled. Ab 
incontrovertible evidence of tbe foregoing statements 
we have only to submit the following from recent 
letters as *

Drs.Peebles & Burrough* Indianapolis, Ind.
My Dear Friends:—I Trite you to-day to let you 

know that tbe tumor you treated In my left side is 
npw perfectly well. 1 have waited about writing to 
be sure that it wa* wen, and now that I am con
vinced I want to thank you for all you have done for 
me. I cannot exprMB the gratitude I feel for you. 
Every hope had been abandoned for my recovery 
when you took my owe, and now, thanks to you, I am 
a well woman. I oursmteful patient,

Mbs. 8. B. Moobb,
March 6, 1898. 8. Atlanta, Ga,

Drs. Peebles & Burrough* Indianapolis. Ind.
Dear Doctors:—I am so much better that I will not 

need any more .treatmenu I thank you for the great 
good you have done me, and. can highly recommend 
your treatment to anyone needing medical assist-

Drs. Peebles & Burrough* Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—Dunuuwrite and let you know how 

L am this year.- lr*mv®tirely welk have not beep 
sick this winter. I enjoy perfect health, where bat 
for your timely aid I would have been In my grave. 
I feel that 1 cap never paythe debt of gratitude I 
owe you for making me a well woman. Gratefully

Dr* Peebles & Burroughs. Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—I have followed your Instructions 

closely for tbe flrst week and I feel ten percent 
better and ten years younger. I am proud of the op
portunity of being treated by you and will never be 
treated by any other doctors. Yours truly,

Oliver Daunaib, 
March 16,1898. Rat Portage, Ontario, Canada.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis. Ind.
Dear Doctors:—I am well and do not need treatment 

any longer. 1 feel well in every respect. Thanking 
you for the Interest you have shown In my case, I 
remain yours truly, Mbs. F. L. Young,

March 8, 1898. Fisher, Minn.

Drs. Peebles & Borroughs, Indianapolis, Ind.
Gentlemen:—Your diagnosis of my case is received 

aud It is absolutely earned In every particular. Yours 
truly. Bam’l H. Allen,

March 14,1808, W. Philadelphia, Pa.

Drs. Peebles & Burrough* Indianapolis. Ind.
Dear Doctors:—Your-, diagnosis of my case Is re

ceived and It Is correct; Respectfully yours,

Drs- Peebles & Burnwfch* Indianapolis. Ind.
My Dear Doctors:—Ydur favor is received with a 

full and complete diagnosis of my condition. I sin
cerely submit the diagnosis to be perfectly true In 
every respect. -1 am Inspired to place my case In your 
hands for treatment,!realizing that you possess a 
power which few equal and none excel. Yours re
spectfully, Jas. Bbooklebakk,

March 15,1898. Macon P. O., Colo.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs. Indianapolis, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—I received your letter In due time 

and will say that the diagnosis of my case la correct. 
Respectfully, Mbs.'Emily A. Brown.

March 18, 1898. Wilton, N. H.

TODAY, string

NAME, AGE, SEX, and a

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs,
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

DOCTOR A, 0. DOBSON
Still . Heals the Sick Through 
the Mediumship of . . ...

Mrs, Dr, Dobson-Barker.
If you wish Good Health 

should apply to her.

As a Spiritual Healer 
No Equal

With her Magnetized 
diseases that flesh 

‘ to are cured.

Herbs all 
is belt

Send three two-cent stamps, age, sex, 
lock of hair and one leading symptom, 
with full name and plain address, and 
be convinced of the wonders of spirit 
power by having her

DIAGNOSE ■CASE FREE.
Address all Mail to

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 132. SAN JOSE, CAL.

DR, J. S. LOUCKS
la the oldest and most successful Spiritual Physician 

now in practice Hh cures are
THE MOST MAKVilLOUS

of this age. His examinations are correctly made, 
and free lo all who send him name, age, sex ami lock 
of hair, and six cents In stamps, He doesn't ask for 
any leading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn’t need 
any. Address

J. S LOUCKS, M. D.,

10c Semi-Centennial Badge. 10c 
. Send 10 cents, SILVER, for a beautiful Souvenir 

Badge Pin. It 1b a picture of the HYDESVILLE 
COTTAGE, in colors, photographed on celluloid. 
Every member of your family should have one I fiend 
for them to day I Circulars of the Jubilee sent with 
each badge. Prices—One, 10c; six, 60c; twelve, 85c.

432Lf W. H. BACH, Lily Dale, N. Y,

MRS.G. PARTRIDGE, 
Tbe well-known Psychometrlst and Business Medium. 
Readings personally, by letter or photograph #1.00. 
Three reasonable questions answered by mall for 
25 cents. Offiee at Kealdeuce, 54 N 52nd av. Circles 
at residence Tuesday Evenings. Circles Friday even
ings at 08 Ogden ave, 3rd floor, flat N., Chicago. 877tf

Mi', and Mrs. Hatfield Pettibone,
MEDIUMS, .

8165 Groveland avenue, Chicago, in. Phenomenal 
Seances given in full light. Al! seances by appoint
ment every Tuesday and Friday evenings, at 8 o'clock 
sharp. Developing and Magnetic Treatment a special
ty, Private siftings from 10 a. in. to 4 p, tu. dally. All 
correspondence with stamp enclosed promptly an
swered. #80tf

A READING IN PERSON OR BY LETTER, 
through the X-Rays of Ptsychometry and Clairvoy

ance, for #1 and stamps, by M. ST. OMER BRI ;Gs. 850 
S- Third street, Hamilton, Ohio. J. K. Hamerlie says: 
"I never met her superior, aud but few equals. In my 
experience of 85 years as a Spiritualist.” 444

Delineation of your disease and pamphlet telling of 
Its cure by Magnetic Treatment. A safe aud speedy 
cure for all chronic ailments, Cancers, Tumors, etc. 
Pleasant home for Invalids. Send age, sex, leading 
symptom, with two stamps.

GEO. A. NYE, MAGNETI8T,

Have It In Your Own 
Home.

Do you know that you can have a Turkish, Russian 
or any Medicated Vapor Bath in your own home and 
at a cost of only five cents a bath, by using the 
DWIGHT BATH CABINET. This bath 1« very sim
ple and can be used by a child. It weighs but six 
riounds. Can be set up In one minute, and when uot 
a use can be pocked In a bureau drawer. Many dis

eases quickly yield to a yapor bath, especially Rheu
matism, for which this bath is a specific. It Is the 
only sure, safe method of expelling uric acid from the 
system, and Is a great relief In Bright’s and Kidney 
Diseases. It will reduce fleshy people three to six 
pounds a week with no danger. For Female Troubles 
It is a boon Indeed, and for the Bkln and Complexion 
It will do wonders. It Is worth its cost in any family 
for breaking up colds.

I want live, hustling Agents everywhere to intro
duce this bath. It is the best selling article on tbe 
market and agents arc coining money. One lady sold 
76 In Buffalo the month of November, and several are 
averaging two to four a day. I want General Agents 
fur tho large towns and cities, and will offer special 
Inducements to hustlers (eithersex).

The price of the Bath Is #5, complete, and I will 
ship to readers of this paper when requested C. O. D., 
with privilege of examination and trial, or will return 
money if not satisfactory.

1 would refer to Mr. J. R. Francis, editor of this 
paper, who has one of my baths. Address

DWIGHT BATH CO.,

DR. J. SWANSON,
PSYCHOPATHIST,

And his Spirit Band treat all diseases—physical and 
meatal—at any distance, without medicine; also de
velop Healers. Testimonials from all oyer the Uuited 
States. J. C. F. Grumbine and Willard J. Hull recom
mend him. Send stamp for pamphlet, terms, etc. 
1728 Clinton avenue. Minneapolis, Minn. 447

THE BOOK FOE SOLOISTS.
72 Bongs of “Inspiration's Voice," on varied spiritual 

topics adapted to the occasion, all fine for a single 
voice.

LYCEUM MUSIC.
The pieces in this music book of 126 pages are just 

right /or Lyceum use, a right proportion being es
pecially adapted to the juvenile mind. 439

INSPIRATION’S VOICE.
A music book complete for the Spiritualist's every 

use. The finest music of any collection known, with 
suitable words. 50 cents, and postage 10 cents.

436tf H. W. BOOZER, Grand Rapids, Mich,

Mrs. Stoddard Gray&Son,
MB. DeWITT C. HOUGH,

Hold Bcances for Materialization and Communications 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday evenings at 8 o'clock; 
Saturday afternoons at 2 o’clock—admission #1.00— 
at tbHr residence, 828 W«t Thirty-fourth street, New 
York. Daily sittings for Written Communications 
from 10 a. m. to 5 p. m., #2,00. Private Materialization 
Seances by appointment at parties’ own residence.

The Scientific Skeleton
Is needed. It 1b pre-eminently a book for Christians, 
Students, Scientists and Spiritualists. It reveals some 
of tbe MISTAKES OF (the scientific) MOSES, and 
rives philosophic reasons for tbe hope of Immortality. 
Price 25c. Address SAMUEL BLODGETT, Grafton,

DEVELOPED MEDIUMSHIP
LN ONE SITTING.

“PSYCHE has arrived and I got Automatic Writing 
the first time I sat with It. I am much pleased with 
the result-’’—May E. Andrew, Upton, Mass.

PBVCHE has done thlh for others. Why not for 
you? Bent by express, ch;rges prepaid, for #1.20.

MEDIUMSHIP, a book of great value to everyone. 
Paper. 25c; cloth, 50c. Bend for circulars with recom- 
mendatlonB. W. H. BACH, Lily Dale, N. Y ’

CLAIRVOYANT.-THREE QUESTIONS AN* 
ewcred for 15 cents. DR. 8. Z. BARNEY, 104 7 6.

CLAIRVOYANT READINGS BY MAIL.—BEND 25 
cents (silver), stamp, date of birth, lock of hair, 

leading questions. Write on one side of paper only. 
MRB. G. GERRY, Grand Rapids, Mich. Lock box 133.
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A SEX REVOLUTION,
BY LOIS WAISBROOKER,

Author of “Helen Hsrlow'i Vow,” “The Occult 
farce! of Sex,” “Perfect Motherhood,” and many 
•ther works. Price 25 cent;. For sale at lai, office

THE HISTORICAL JESUS
And Mvtblcal Christ By Gerald Masecy. iso page* 
Emo. FrlceCO cents.

MIND READING AND BEYOND.
By Wm. A. Hovey. 200 pages, with ffluitrutloiu of 

the subjects treated upon, price #1.25,

DR.W.M

sick dr ailing, send a lock of your 
hair, name, age, sex, leading symp 
tom, four cents postage, and I will di
agnose your case and tell you what 
will cure your ailments. Address

DR. J. C. BATDORF,
Dept. F.» Grand Rapids, Mich.

. . K8tt

By the Use of Vitalized Flannel. 
Cures aH Manner of Diseases.

Dr. A. W. Blrkholz, the Healer.
Edgab, Nebraska, Jan. 6,1898.

Dear Doctor:—I feel better. Tbe Vitalized Flannel 
has helped me. I feel stronger. I have worn It but a 
week this morning, and my heart is better. I feel a 
strong power every morning at nine o’clock, and I go 
through one hour treatment that Is grand. 1 believe 
It is doing all right. Send another piece.

C. E. Daniels, of Lampasas, Texas, writes: “I am 
stronger and my stomach has worked better. I have 
used the stomach pump four times lu fourteen days. 
Before 1 was compelled to use It two or three times a 
day.”

Mrs. Tuomas Hay, of Norway, Mich, writes: “I am 
Improving very much. 1 enclose #— for another 
month's treatment.”

Mbs. M. Hood, of Box Butte. Neb., writes: “I truly 
believe that piece of Flannel did me good, aud 1 be
lieve will eventually cure me.” .

Under date of March 24, 1898, Mr. Win. D. Kelly, of 
Au Sable,Micb, writes: '*1 applied the flannel and It 
has done wonders for me. 1 am feeling better than I 
ever expected. I sleep two to tbiee hours without 
waking, Instead of ten to twenty minutes, as I had 
done for a year or more. The flannel or you have 
completely cured me of constipation and indigestion, 
a thing I never even hoped for. Words fall to ex
press iny thankfulness to you.”

Address
A. W. BIRKHOLZ,

People’s Institute, Chicago, III.

. INVALIDS
BO WILL SEND FOUR CENTS TN 

rr itampa, thafrdimaa, ar ayaptoiiu, vat receive 
pamphlet and advtoe ma to oura themielvea Yltboat 
drag!. The THOMAS BATTERY COMPANY. Card
ington. Ohio tf

Suffered Thirty-Three Years 

and Nigh to Death.

Remarkable Experiences of a Cit
izen of RiceviHe, Iowa.

WM, T. BLAND1N.
One of the best known men In Mitchell county"i8 

rejoicing In the fact that after Buffering thirty-three 
years with a dangerous rupture was finally cured by 
the system Invented by Dr. W. S. Rice, Smithville, 
N. Y. Mr. Blandln Is never so happy as when re* 
latlng the story of bls cure. For the greater part of 
hl# life be was laid up In bed; his rupture being so 
large that he could not find a truss to hold It until he 
learned of the Dr. Rice method, Mr. Blandln tells of 
a near neighbor of bls who was also ruptured, and for 
whom Mr. Blandln sent for tbe Rice treatment. The 
day It arrived this neighbor was suddenly stricken 
with a strangulated hernia; two doctors and a half 
dozen men held him down, the pain being so Intense 
that he was out of his mind. Mr. Blandln arrived on 
the scene just In the nick of time and a few moments 
after tbe patient bad revived from a powerful dose of 
chloroform, the Rice system was put on, they had him 
up and dressed and be walked out to his barn. The 
circumstances of these two cures attracted wide 
attention throughout tbe State. Dr. Rice has re
cently prepared a book, giving a full description of 
his method. It 1b a home cure at a very small cost, 
and best of all It cures without pain, danger, de
tention from work or Inconvenience of any kind. 
Beaders should send for this book and mall It to any
one they know to be ruptured. Such an act of kind
ness will be worth a great deal to those who Buffer 
from rupture. Write to

DR. W. S. RICE,
Box 520, Smithville (Jeff Co.) N. Y.
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TWO SPIRITUAL SONGS.
Words and Music; Doth entirely new; strictly 

Spiritual; adapted for homo use or societies. “The 
Bcadllgbt Down the Track,” “There’s a Light Surely 
Coming.” Price 30 cents each. All orders addressed 
asbOlowwill receive prompt attention. MBS. ELLA 
TOWN COWLEY. West Chestnut at.; Washington, Pa.

BLINDNESS
-AND-

DEAFNESS 
PREVENTED

- —BY—

DR. E. GREEN
The Oculist and Aurist.

All diseases of the eye cau bo cured or relieved by .:' 
Dr. Green’s

ABSORPTIVE METHOD
of treating the eye and Ml. NO KNIFE AND NO 
RISK.

CURE FOR DEAFNESS.
HlB new cure for Deafness Is unknown to the med

ical profession and Is creating a sensation In all parts 
of the United States.

Consultation at office or by mall free. Hundreds 
treated auucesfally at tholr homes. No case taken 
unless a cure cau be effected '

Send full particulars of your case, aud you will re
ceive by return mall what the prospects are fol 
curing you. Address

DR. E. GREEN,

DR. MANSFIELD'S
HOMEOPATHIC MEDICINES
Are compounded clalrvoyuutjy for each patient. Send 
IIDlVxSK’ Mx an<i 1u»'1Iuk Bymptom tor FREE DI- 
SQN.°?.IS aul1 Method! of Cure." H. D. Barrett. 
»<rest' S' S’™;1 E' w 8Prasue, Lyman C. Howe and 
MoeeeHull BECOMMEND

W. A. MANSFIELD, M. D.
IBS Cedar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio.

Mediumship Is a Growth.
Philosophical Spiritualists admit this. Twice a 

week for twelve yeats I have sat for the higher un
foldment in preparation for this work as a Healer. 
™TiE^V<M Bt““p8’ m ‘““d

x DR. J. A. BAILEY,
No. 148 Filth Avenue, Clinton, Iowa.

NODRUGS USED. NONE REQUIRED. <80tf,
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BETTER THAN GOLD.
Elixir of Life Nos. One and Two
Cures all forma of stomach, liver and kidney disease: 
also constipation. A sure euro for that tired, worn-out 
feeling. Guaranteed to assist your system to health 
with pure, rich blood. Sufficient quantity for ono 
month sent for#1.00.

One package of our Magnetized Compound for ioro 
eyes or poor eyesight. Has been used and praised by 
thousands in all parts of the world. Sent for 60 cents, 
or all three sent postpaid for #1.00, with Yarma’s 
photo aud instructions bow to live 100 years.
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Melted Pebble Spectacles;
Kcslorelost vlnton. Wrhetor Iliu.trated Circular! 

anowlue styles and price! aud photo of Spirit Varina, 
who developed this clairvoyant power lu me. I can 
adjust my Molted Pebble Spectacles as perfectly to 
your eyes in your own home ns If you were In my

, n *,»“»”a"Cls can testify. Send stamp for 
PlwlmB. F. Poole. Clinton. Iowa.

PSYCHE
Is the invention of apractical medium, under spirit 
guidance, and Is designed to develop mediumship. 
Many, by Its use, hove received long communica
tions from spirit friends, and express great satlsfac* 

J ™ee' *U “n<* 20 cents extra for expressago. 
For sale at the office of The Progukssivk Thinker,
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eers; 
lift

WANTED-GOOD MAN Oil WOMAN, 
to represent us In every town. Hones! 
Article; Good Seller. Will kIvo you 

references. Address s '
LEK KO COMPANY, 
59 Dearborn st., Clrtcago.

FATf°LKS£^^I a* ■ Per month by a harm- 
„ , ^^ twatment by pruc-
S^m nl^dMi of M yeartf.oiperieu^ lei 
No bad effects or detention from business, /x^.
No starving, wrinkles or flabbiness. Im L-V-MlU 
proves general health and beautifies complexion. Phy* 
Biclana and society ladies indorse II Thousands curotL

PATIENTS TREATED BY MAIL 
confident tally. For particulars address, with stamp,

Threw Away Her Crutches
Elgin, HL—Mr. Wm. Hoagland—Dear Sir: F< 

nearly four years 1 had to walk on crutches. 
After two treatments from you 1 had no further use 
for them. I was otherwise in very poor health; after 
two months' treatment, J consider myat U well.

230 May st. Miss Lizzik Tukneb.
WM. HOAGLAND, the Healer. Is n<»w permanently 

located at 1618 Miconic Temple, Chicago. Call at 
office or send 5 cents for a treatise un healing. 437

PRACTICAL GUIDE TO SPIRITUALISM, HEAL*
Ing and Occult Science, with complete rules for 

Seances and Development -15 cents—by Professor 
Walrond, Opera House Block, Denver, Uulo. 436tf

Something New and Reliable
If sick, write me a letter stating the fact, with age, 

name, sex and complexion and six cents In stamps, 
and I will tell you just what your troubles are by 
Psychic Power; also a means of a rapid cure. 1 need 
no hair or leading symptoms; your letter is enough. 
HeEbalisttc Remedies in connection with Psychic 
Power. Address or call.

FRANCES L. LOUCKS,
35 Warren st., Stoneham, Mass. [442]

HOW TO BECOME A MEDIUM IN YOUR OWN 
home.- Win send a pamphlet giving Instructions, 

delineate your phase of mediumship, and a spiritual 
song-book. All for 25 cents. Addrets MRS. J. A.

FRED P. EVANS, 
The World-Famed Medium for In

dependent Slate-Writing-.
He k now located at 103 W. 42d st., between Broad
way and Sixth av.. New York City. Agency fur Psy- 
cblcr.l and Occult literature. 43s

HOROSCOPES
On Character, Health, Marriage, Business. Finance 
and Personal Questions. Full reading, with chart, 
•1.00; trial reading. 25 rents. Send name and date of 
birth.

F. P. B?ANDT,
200 E. Bridge St., Grand Rapids. Mirh.

. 487

College of Psychical Sciences.
To ensure satisfactory, permanent unfoldment In 

Psychometry, CMrvovancc. Psychopathy. Inspira
tion. Illumination, send a stamped, addressed envelope 
for booklet, terms, percentage of medial and spiritual 
gifiR, to ,L C. F. Grumblne. author and lecturer,7820 
Hawthorne avenue (Station P). Chicago.

“Clairvoyance: Its Nature and Law of Unfold
ment." A* work of Illumination. Teaches howto 
pierce the veil of sense, to see spirits and unfold 
adcptshlp. Price #3.50. Address tbe author.

J. C. FGRl’Mm'E.

D0N’T^Ha,r Dy4
Van’« Mexican Hair Reatoratlve .

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Not Adapted to Modem Civilisation, with the True 
Character of Mary Magdalene. By Geo. W. Brown.
IL D, Price. 15 cents.


