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An Instructive Slate-Writing 
Incident.

The Ninth Address of the Debate at Anderson, Indiana, between Moses Hull and Elder W. R. Covert.

YOU WILL NOT HAVE TO IF YOU WILL READ

MOTHER ANN LEE AND THE SHAKERS.

ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS.

ORIGIN OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

\ , THERON GIRLS. .

ft DEBftTE ON SPIRITCftLISM.
f+eld at /Yndersoq, Ind., October 5,6, 7 and 8.

। Retween Moses Hull, the Veteran Spiritualist, and Elder W. R. Covert, the 
Leading Representative of all the Churches Arrayed Against Spir­

itualism, with the Intent to Suppress All.
Phases of Mediumship.

RESOLVED: That Modern Spiritual­
ism as a so-called Religion or Science 
is a Fraud, a Delusion, a Lie, and its 
Honest Relievers are Deluded tire same 
as\" '’’.Mormons, ■, 

. ' ELDER COVERT AFFIRMS.
Gentlemen Moderators, Worthy Opponent, Ladies and 

Gentlemen:—The proposition that I aflirm to-night is, 
that Modern Spiriualiem as a system of so-called science, 
religion or philosophy is a delusion, a fraud and a lie, and 
its honest believers are deluded the'same as sincere Mor­
mons. According to Hedge’s Rules of Logic, which gov­
ern in this discussion, the first thing is to have a definite 
understanding of the proposition and of the terms em­
ployed, and everyone who affirms a proposition has the 
right to give the definition that he intends tq be used to 

“ .express the meaning of the words employed. I therefore 
proceed to define the terms of this proposition: •■ --,

By “Modern Spiritualism” Tpaean a modern system of 
professed communications arid manifestations from .the 
unseen world of departed spirits, or, of those who have 

' died. . . . ’
I “Science so-called” as used in the proposition I define 

. t as false. Science means.io know—what is known of a
I subject systematically arranged. The so-called science of 
' Spiritualism is the pretended knowledge that mediums 
.Maim to have of the future, of the spirits of the dead, the 
Wws of nature, life, spirit and the future existence.
- “Religion,” I define as a form of belief, teaching a wor­
ship of a being, or object, or something recognized as su­

, perior to the worshiper.
“Philosophy” I define as the general laws, principles 

and teachings of a system. _
“Delusion,” a misleading—an appearance that is not 

real. ” •• . .
“Fraud,” false pretense—pretending to be what it is 

not-. . , ’ . .
“Lie,” as used in the proposition, a wilful, a malicious 

misstatement of facts with ^'^^^^tibn to deceive.
: Falsehoods. .

. “Sincere,” one who thinks he is nght and conscien­
tiously believes that w&jKhe believes is true. One hon­
est,in belief and practice. .................. ' .
i “Mormon,” a deluded believer in tlie Book of Mormon, 

Joe Smith, Brigham Young, Sidney Rigdon, et al., that 
originated the system of religion and the Mormon Bible- 

A’' .'and Book of Covenants.’ ’ ' . . . -...............
; Thus I define my position, so that my opponent, and 

' you, the jury, may understand now what I mean when I 
use the terms of the proposition. .. ■

ture and the Nerves,” published in 1^56, bn page 346 he 
states:

“Modern Spiritualism originated at my lectures in 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., in 1843, in the folio-wing manner:

“I gave a course of lectures on phrenology and the 
physiology of the nervous organism, illustrating each lec­
ture with experiments in mesmerism.”

On page 350 he says:
“Andrew Jackson Davis, one of the persons affected on 

this occasion, was an apprentice boy. He had never pre­
viously made his appearance in public, and, although 11 
noticed tliat he manifested some slight indications of. 
clairvoyance, he was not otherwise as good a subject for 
experiments as several others whom I selected for that 
purpose.

“Another individual who attended the lectures and be­
came interested in the subject, was Mr. Wm. Livingstone, 
a merchant tailor. One day during the time the course 
of lectures were proceeding, Davis went into Living­
stone’s shop and proposed to try the experiment which I 
had described. Livingstone consented and proceeded to 
the trial. In a few minutes Davis declared he could see 
through the back of his head, and Ml Livingstone has 
assured me that Davis actually read a newspaper which 
was held up behind him, while his eyes were closed, as 
readily as if he had been looking at it with his eyes. • The 
rumor that young Davis was an extraordinary clairvoyant 
soon Spread through the town, and naturally created a 
great sensation. Hundreds flocked to Livingstone’s store 
to test the wonderful powers of the clairvoyant, anfl Liv- . 
ingstone soon learned to make medical prescriptions and 
to charge a fee for each.

“When the clairvoyant business grew dull in Pough­
keepsie, Livingstone took Davis with him on a tour 
through Connecticut, curing diseases wherever, he went. 
At length they arrived in the city of Bridgeport, where 
they made the acquaintance of a Universalis! clergyman, 
the Rev. S. B. Brittan, who has, from that time to the 
present, been the principal manager of the spirit medium 
business, and. is now one of the editors of the Spiritual 
Telegraph. Davis and Livingstone were both Universal- 
ists; the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Poughkeepsie was their pas­
tor, and visited Bridgeport with them. -It was therefore 
natural that they should make the acquaintance of the 
Universalist clergyman of Bridgeport, and that he should 
become interested in their proceedings. Living in the 
same house with Mr. Brittan was his brother-in-law, Dr. 
Lyon, a botanic physician, who took a still deeper interest 
in the clairvoyant; for when Livingstone and Davis pre­
scribed medicines, Dr. Lyons was employed to put up the 
prescriptions, for which he, of course, received a small 
share of the sum paid by the patient. Livingstone was 
the magnetizer, Davis was the clairvoyant, or instrument 
of perception, and Lyon enacted the subordinate part of 
apothecary, an deceived the smallest share of the profits. 
Why could not Dr. Lyon unite the functions of magnet­
izer and apothecary, find thus dispense with the services 
of Mr. Livingstone, and send him home to attend to his 
other avocations? Could not the business be better man­
aged in more skillful hands? These were the suggestions 
which were frequently made to Davis by his Bridgeport 
friend. To these delicate hints were-added promises of 
large profits—of going to New York, opening an office 
and doing the clairvoyant business on a large scale; of 
getting out a wonderful book, becoming famous, and 
making a fortune for the whole clique.

“Dr. Lyon solicited, and obtained permission occasion­
ally to mesmerize Davis, and used him as a kind of path- 
eoscopej.by^means of which to ascertain the condition of 
his patients'-and the -best remedies with which to cure 
them,' and‘thus he soon succeeded in obtaining a decided 
ascendancy, over his mind.

“Poor-Livingstone began to perceive that his magnetic 
scepter was passing from his feeble hands into the more 
powerful grasp of Lyon,' Brittan & Co. At length Liv­
ingstone found himself under the necessity of making a 
formal abdication, find A. J. Davis passed under the do­
minion and became the special subject of Dr. Lyon. -1 
happened to be on board of the steamboat with Living­
stone when he was on his way home, and received from 
him a particular account of his misfortune, accompanied 
with bitter complaints against the conduct of Messrs. 
Lyon and Brittan. * * *■ * , ; ' ..

“Davis was notoriously ignorant and illiterate. He 
could not pronounce his words as correctly as ordinary’ 
young men of his age, nor could he converse -without 
grossly violating the rules of grammar. How, then, was' 
he to write a superior book? Would the spirits who were, 
to utter through him such wonderful ideas assist him also 
to clothe those ideas in good language? -,-lt.was certainly 
natural to expect that they would do this; nor can any 
reason be perceived'why they might not inspire liis mind 
With good notions’of grammar as easily as of philosophy, 
chemistry dr astronomy. But, alas! the spirits .proved 
capricious,, and uttered their great thoughts through 
Davis in -mean language and bad grammar; mispro- 

- nounced most'of the technical terras and unusual words, 
and manifested the utmost contempt for the rules of Eng­
lish composition, ..Those who heard Davis utter his ‘Di­
vine Revelations,’ all agreed that the language and pro­
nunciation were liis own, but the ideas evidently pro­
ceeded from some higher intellectual fountain;”

And thus we have the origin of Spiritualism by J. 
Stanley Grimes, the secret being that these men mesmer­
ized him and bad him commit certain things which he 
was to repeat before pilblic audiences. ’Now, it is a rule 
in court where the witness for the prosecution and the 
witness for the defense agree then we have made out a 
good case.

Every age of the world has produced impostors and de­
lusions, the “Jannes and Jambres” against the truth.

। There have been more than twenty-four pretended and 
false Christs since the appearing of the only begotten 
Son of God, who gathered together and surrounded them- 

1 selves with a multitude of deceived believers, who have 
I, • come to naught in the past. Thus we have had the delu­
I V sion known as the Shakers, originated by Ann Lee, per­
I l^iaPs in l7^- She claimed to speak seventy-two tongues

' whnd dialects. What a grand trumpet medium she would 
Whaveinade! Then she introduced what would have suited 

?! the Chesterfield camp-meeting, and I guess they copied 
1 . after it—what was known as the sacred dance, and also

? the fantastic songs, and also the consecrated Shiverings, 
; ? and also the swoonings, faintings, or, in other words, sim- 
? 7 ply the ordinary phenomena of mesmerism. They also 
- / pretended to converse with the dead, the same as modern 
?< spiritual mediums claim to converse with them. They 

I i were deluded, the followers of that woman were simply
! deluded as the followers of Kate Fox, and the followers 
\ of Kate Fox are just as much deluded as the followers.of

• ! Ann Lee. ,

■. ? PROF. J. STANLEY GRIMES’ BOOK.

: Then we have the delusion of the “Barkers,” a mono­
. ’ mania started and which seemed to run as a disease, and 

I < everyone seemed to catch’it, and they would bark like
■ dogs. It was known, as the “Barking” delusion. Then

L i we had also the muttering delusion, and then we had also
; the jumpers. Then we have the Mormon delusion,

tei which started in New York at about the same place where
I Modern Spiritualism began, and the history of the United
I States seems to be that New York has a patent right on

humbugs in general and Mormonism and Spiritualism in
' particular. This thing of “Conversing with the dead,”

I and the “originating of Mormonism” in New York were
I really the foundation and basis ^or Modern Spiritualism.
I Modern Spiritualism as a system of so-called science, re-
L ligion and philosophy originated in'September, 1843, at

.Poughkeepsie, New York, at the time Prof. J. Stanley 
Grimes was there delivering a bourse of lectures upon 

F? what was then known, or what 1^ termed animal mag- 
| - netism, which he afterward discovered or called mesmer-
sl^lf?^? an^ ’"’Web he afterward discovered was simply an 
i*' Abnormal species of sleep produced by the conforming 
f W organs of the brain becoming unduly excited and acting 
7 <?. down upon the heart, and thus checking the circulation 
L W of the blood, producing tliis abnormal species of sleep 

called mesmerism, hypnotism, psychology, biology, and 
many other terms that have been applied to it. In a 

B'-iook nublished b J. Stanley Grimes,’ called “Human Na-
Search for the truth is the noblest work of man; its 

publication, a duty.—Madam de Stael.

I now turn to the Revelations by A. J. Davis, the clair­
voyant In the introduction on p. 10 I read: “In the 
autumn of 1843 Mr. Grimes delivered in Poughkeepsie a 
number of lectures on ‘Animal Magnetism,’ performing 
during his course a number of illustrative experiments. 
Among the persons upon, whom Mr. Grimes essayed to 
operate was young Davj^ 'but in this instance his most 
powerful efforts failed toipreduce any apparent effect. By 
his lectures and successful, experiments accompanying 
them, however, considerable excitement was created in 
the village concerning this important branch of psycho­
logical science. Among’'others who were induced to test 
their own powers in producing magnetic phenomena was 
William Livingstone.” On p. 111 read: “The reader is 
now requested to observe {hat according to the foregoing 
statements the first magnetic experiments performed on 
Mr. Davis by Mr. Livingstone were manifestly suggested 
by the prevailing excitement growing out of Mr. Grimes’ 
lectures and experiments^ gnd as to the witnesses to the 
speech of Andrew Jackson Davis, he stood upon the plat­
form and we find theres^as Isaac and H. C---------, and 
Bell and Wright and Horner and Lipmann and Johnston 
and Bev. T. L. Harris, and many more that I might men­
tion, as you will find on p. 2 of his book. These listened 
to Davis repeat what he had-committed and repeated in a 
mesmeric state.” And ;this' Davis was the first inspira­
tional medium, trance medium and test medium in this 
country. They wrote tliis book called “Nature’s Divine 
Revelations.”

And here we have, then, the origin of Modern Spirit­
ualism in the United States; and I will show you the pic­
ture. Here is Andrew Vpckson Davis’ picture. (Hold­
ing up picture.) There^s the man that mesmerized him, 
and thus you have the tyo that started tliis miserable de­
lusion. J. Stanley Grimes performing scientific experi­
ments, and Davis, Livingstone, Brittan and Lyon taking 
those beautiful scientific experiments and turning them 
into a delusion.' The cessation of the blood in the brain, 
the change of the circulation, the seeing of visions in t)ie 
nfind, were produced, not by the spirits of the dead but 
by pure physiological lairs,,by the mind acting down upon 
thp heart through the-involuntary nerve system. That 
is tire real science of mesmerism. Yet Davis and liis 
cliqi^, pretended he was’mesmerized by spirits, and thus 
was .started thp delusion of Modern Spiritualism, which 
has been imitated fromthat dqy down to the present time 
by the so-called clairvoysifts or test speakers and inspira­
tional speakers, as we HltyedMi-thedpwgQnLtiine^ . There 
are some mediums who- pah1 mesmerize themselves ahd 
thus put themselves into^a trance; or mesmeric condition 
the same as the Shakers; ibut they are not put into that 
condition by the epirits of the cleajL but are put into that 
condition by .the laws and forces Of their own mind and 
the laws of that mind operate down upon the function of 
tho heart. This was th^iorigin of Modem Spiritualism 
and all that part known^s the mesmeric or the inspira­
tional part. It has deceived a great many honest people, 
for they really believe-tlygt there is something wonderful 
in mesmerism, and it was (not then understood, and there 
is no man outside of Jr Stanley Grimes and those who 
have studied lifs system. tliat understands and knows what

In 1847, at Hydesville^. Y., the Fox girls began their 
rappings and They soon^ited the community, and these, 
made their .rappings av^ their toe joints, and thus it 
spread far and wide, the spiritual rappings, and in Grimes’ 
book to which I havd-referred, he 'says: “About the same 
time the rappings’commenced in Rochester, they also be­
gan in Auburn. One ofthe Fox girls made a visit to Au­
burn and astonished tho;good people'of that city with 
the manifestations; whereupon, several of the women who 
had-been intimate witl^ the visiting, medium, ■ became 
themelves rapping mediums, as if by a species of spiritual 
imitation.” We also Thiel in the same book: “In 1849 the 
rapping furor was then 'at its height in that place. Cap­
ron and Barron, the authors of the first book published on 
the subject of the ‘Rochester Knockings,’ were then re­
siding there. Capron was a land of clairvoyant doctor, 
'and a female relative ^vas his mesmeric subject and rap­
ping medium. Barron seemed to be a disciple of Capron, 
young, zealous and inexperienced. By their invitation I 
had the honor of being- aflmitted.into the ‘circle;’ various 
questions were asked, but the ans wers were such as to sat­
isfy me that the niediffih was merely guessing, and that 
the rapping was done tyi& the hands and feet of the per­
sons sitting at the.tablq^.Once, when I happened to turn 
my eyes without thinking of detecting deception, I saw 
one of the gentlemen sBp the table leg with his finger.” 
Also, on p. 373: “The Eq'x girls came te New York about’ 
a year after this,; Tl^jtex family exhibited themselves 
in New York City, at; Barnum’s hotel; admission, bile 
dollar.”, ■•<■%•! '

j Strange Clait^ France.
I • An extraordinary C^e of n clairvoyant, in which the 
woman medium,( who. ^ vouched for. by Dr: Ferroul, ex- 
fleputy. of Nihboh^ commissioned to the Mont-, 
pelier medical faculty  ̂In the latter city Dr. Ffirroul be­
came acquainted-witlr&clairvoyant, whose praises he sang- 
to Professor Grasset. Wit was arranged to test her power 
of reading through ophque bodies. ■ : , ...'

The doctor wrote ^{couple of verses in French, .three, 
words in Russian, Greet and German on a half sheet of 
paper, which he doubled,.with the writing inside,’wrapped1 
in a sheet of tinfoil and inclosed in an envelope, which, 
was gummed-and sealed.. This'Professor Grasset inclosed 
with a note on a visiting'card and posted to Dr; Ferroul, 
making the following feMembritr .

When your envelope; reached me I opened it, found 
your card and inclosed^nvelope, which I left on my desk 
When I went out oiling round of visits I called on the 
subject, and proposed;to call later with the sealed envel­
ope. She. suggested, tljat the letter, which was on my 
desk, 800 yaids away?be.read at once. . -

Dr. Ferroul went.oh Ip state what the clairvoyant told 
him in regard to the;’contents of the: sealed envelope, 
which he returned unopened. With a few trifling details 
the description tallied;exactly with the contents. • .
. The Montpelier Academy has appointed a commission 
to repeat the experiment. Professor Grasset avows him­
self unable to explain the affair.

DON’T ST/AND IN TH-E RE/AR!

It will keep you well posted io current liberal thought, and 
place you in the front ranks of the grand procession inarching 
on to redeem the world I Its numerous articles will fertilize 
your brain, strengthen your mind, make you more happy, and 
prepare you for an advanced position in spirit-life. Introduce 
the paper to your neighbor, and request him to send in a Dollar 
for a year’s subscription, to J. R. FRANCIS, 40 Loomis Street, 
Chicago, III.
/ASTOUNDING!

/ASTOUNDING!

The Sequel to the Hull-Covert De­
bate, which wilL appear in our regular 
issue at the close of the present dis­
cussion, will be one of the most re­
markable papers ever issued from the 
press of this counify. Statisticians 
wilLi then see that there is a new 
danger-field to explore. It will ex­
hibit the crimes of preachers and 
church members, who are trying to 
suppress Spiritualism and Free- 
thought, and will create a decided 
sensation everywhere. The showing 
will shock this entire nation I It will 
be the subject of discussion every­
where, in Europe as well as this 
country. A copy will be sent to the 
Pope at Rome, and that city will 
tremble. Millions of copies should 
be circulated. Three cents for a sin­
gle copy. When five or more copies 
are ordered, price two cents per copy. 
When one hundred or more copies are 
ordered, price one cent per copy. Now 
is the time to roll in the dollar sub­
scriptions. ; . . .

A

MELANCHOLY. ^-.'/^V*.)

, '. She leans above me while my pen, . • . ;
. Iii idleness awaiting . . •

. . Its message for the eyes of men, - - ■ ”
: Grows, dry, is'dipt,'grows dry again: •

’ ; 57 ’ My heart and she, debating?? .. ?
In turn control the listless brain,- ; . ■ ■

. The heart for joy and she for'pain.

“What mortal gain,” the heart inquires, - .
“Shall come of moody drifting? • ’ -

: Behold how Hope’s far star inspires . 
Through, all the years the sweetest lyres, ” ?

1 The souls of men uplifting.” •'■’
. “Behold;’ the mournful shade;replies, ' ’.

. “How man perceives, desires—and dies.” ; ‘
“And dies? Not sol He does not die.

Existence has no ending.
Life’s pilgrim hails and passes by 
Beyond the view of human eye, 

■ . To nobler fortunes tending.
Courage awake! arise; toil on.” .
I turn and lo! the shade is gone. . ■

’ —Frank Putnam.

To the Editor:—Your sledge-hammei 
paper is so noted for Its fairness in glv 
ing all sides of a question a hearing, 
that Dr. Bland In your Issue of Decern-- ■ 
her 11 recalls to my mind an Incident 
connected with the slate medium, Mrs. 
Kelgwin, whom he names, and which 
goes to show that slate-writing won’t 
do to bet on, however good the medium.

The writer was living In Louisville, 
Ky., at tlie time referred to by tlie Doc­
tor and it was about that time or a lit- 
tie later, that the following incident oo 
curred:

The husband of the medium, Mr. Eph­
raim Kelgwin, had seen such strong ev­
idence of the’power of his gifted wife, 
that he became over-confident of her 
prowess •wltli her slate, and posted a-, 
challenge of $150 that she could produce 
Independent slate-writing under any 
reasonable test conditions, His chal­
lenge was accepted by a little coterie of 
Louisville skeptics, who toted away, 
Eph’s pelf, very much to his astonish­
ment.

If memory serves, tlie test proposed 
by tlie skeptics was that one of their 
number should take her slate, wash it 
clean, and privately write upon It a few, ' 
short words of bls selection and close 
the slate containing a bit of pencil, sho 
then to take and hold the slate in tho 
usual way, the “control” to duplicate 
the words on the slate within^ speci­
fied time, as the test. This looked like 
a very simple aud easy test, so far as 
conditions went, but Eph found it not 
so simple ns it seemed, and the skeptics 
pocketed his cash. The fruitless slate, 
after examination, but before the skep­
tics were out of sight of the house, 
gave evidence that writing was going 
on, and when opened, there were the 
words re-wrltten correctly, which, if It 
bad been done a few minutes sooner, 
would have won Eph’s bet. Explana­
tions followed as to why the control 
could not write sooner; but the story : 
goes that the one who was selected to 
first write the words'on the slate was 
more of a simpleton than a skeptic; ho ' 
could “write” tlie words which, no one 
else present saw, but he could forget 
them with equal or greater facility; and 
whether It was that, a disembodied snir- 
It, or the mind of the medium, sought 
by telepathy to learn the words from 
Ills mind, then the quest would be fruit­
less, as one might as well plow a river 
sandbar for corn as to go to that mind 
for an idea. In two ways, the skeptics 
might have lost their money; if a spirit 
wrote on the slate, it could (clairvoy- 
antly) perceive and copy those word's; 
or, the medium, If an Independent elalr- 
voyant, could perceive ■ and copy the 
words, for while the skeptics denied 
spirit agency, they admitted clairvoy­
ance and telepathy; they sought to 
evade tlie latter, and take chances oh 
the former, contingency., But when the 
skeptics learned how nearly- they^baj. 
lost their money, .they, as’ well as their > 
opponent, saw tliat'-to wager money 
upon given results upon-’a medium’s 
slate within a given .time, was one of’ 
the most uncertain iterations to bo 
fpnnd in the realm-of psychic Invesllga- 
tion, and tliat It is always the miex-" 
pected that happens. A. M. B.

Day ton, O? s - .

A Just Compliment to Women.
^“Women in their nature are much more gay and joy­
ous than men; whether it be that their blood is more re­
fined, their fibres more delicate and their animal spirits 
more light and volatile; or .’whether, as some have im­
agined, there may not be a kind of sex in the very soul. 
T shall not pretend to determine; ’ As vivacity is the gift 
of women rarity is that ef men.”—Addison.

“GHOST LAND.”
Remember the terms on which it can 

be obtained: . ■ . ■ , ;
; ■ ONE SUBSCRIBER. ’ .
The Progressive Thinker one year 

and Ghost Land, $1.30. . •. . ;
-TWO OR MORE SUBSCRIBERS.
The Progressive. Thinker one year 

and Ghost Land, $1.16 each. • ’
FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIBERS. 

'The Progressive Thinker one year 
and Ghost Land, $1.16 each, and an ex­
tra copy of Ghost Land to the one who 
gets up the club.

TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIBERS. ’
The Progressive Thinker one year 

and Ghost Land, $1.10 each, and .a’ 
copy of the paper and Ghost Land free 
to the one who gets up the club. . i * 
TWENTY OR MORE SUBSCRIBERS.,

The Progressive Thinker one year 
and Ghost Land, ONE DOLLAR each. i 
and a copy of the paper and Ghost .-
Land free to the one who gets up ith^srSB 
club. ’ .

Ghost Land Is a remarkable book, 
elegantly bound and printed;' and ^ 
prices are at the present time, Is .well:

, worth $2. If. you don’t secure it, y<^ 
miss a valuable book for yout library,



THE MYSTIG
NEW YORK IS THREATENED 
WITH A NEW OULT-INTRO-

DUCED BY THE PRIEST OF ID 
WUMINATI-THOUGHT MAY BE

GIVEN FORM AND PICTURED 
IN TI?E CLEAR DEPTHS OF THE 
CRYSTAL SPHERE-PAST, PRES­
ENT AND FUTURE ABE DIS­
CLOSED.
Would you like to see your soul? 

Would you care to have your innermost 
thoughts assume definite shape? Would 
you have the secrets of your life laid 
hare? Would you coiue face to face 
with your own inner consciousness? 
Then you should become a member of 
A new cult just forming in New York. 
You should worship at the shrine of the 
Oracle of the Crystal.

In the mystic East crystal reading is 
a form of occultism as old as the tem­
ples of Buddha themselves. In New 
York it is just gaining a foothold. You 
peer into the depths of a solid crystal 
globe, and the past, present aud future 
are revealed to you. Theosophy, Spir­
itualism and all other “isms” are com­
pletely overshadowed by the Oracle of 
the Crystal, says the New York Herald.

New York lias a new “Ism.” It lays 
bare the secrets of the soul. Thought 
takes definite shape, and man may read 
his inner consciousness, according to 
the disciples of this strange cult, as 
clearly as he sees his material body re­
fleeted in a mirror. Spiritualise and 
Theosophy are outdistanced iu the race 
for knowledge of mysticism. Crystal 
reading is a new fad, if so flippant a 
word may be used iu speaking of a 
matter so startling. I. have attended 
two of the “readings,” and was much 
interested, not only In the develop­
ments, but in studying the persons who 
were assembled there, and who took 
themselves and each other with a de­
gree of seriousness which commanded 
a certain afiiount of respect.

But first I must attempt to make clear 
to you just what I mean by crystal 
reading. Probably you are as Ignorant 
of the existence of such a thing as I 
was two weeks ago. Indeed, very few 
persons, aside from the students of oc­
cult and mystical lore, know anything 
about it. ,

The crystal, as its name implies, is a 
piece of clear rock crystal, polished 
with infinite care and skill until it is 
perfectly translucent, and in the shape 
of a sphere. As this pollsliiug process, 
even for a single crystal, takes up the 
lifetime of the polisher in many in­
stances, these-crystals are not only 
rare but very expensive. One which 
Miss Helen Gould bought a short time 
ago and which Is said to be one of the 
most beautiful and perfect in the world 
is worth about $15,000. It is eight 
inches in diameter. Miss Gould has a 
special circular room In her Irvington 
home where she keeps this curious ob­
ject. She is a close student of the oc­
cult.

UNCANNY PICTURES SHOWN.
. In these crystals, which are careful­
ly mounted, usually on pedestals of 
black, and placed beneath a strong 
light, all sorts of uncanny pictures are 
said to present themselves. A year ago 
the English Society of Psychical Re­
search spent a great deal of time in 
trj’iug to neeount for these crystal pic­
tures. Professor James B. Hyslop, in 
whose charge was the investigation, 
concluded that the images were due to 
self-hypnotism. ,

These pictures which are often pro­
duced In symbols and which can only 
be Interpreted by an experienced crys- 
tai reader, represent scenes in the spir­
it-world as readily as incidents of ev­
eryday life. Believers in the crystal or­
acle trill tell you that the future is as 
an open book to tlieir eyes, while the 
past and present are reflected in the 
sphere In the form of tangible thoughts. 
I am frank to admit that my efforts to 
pierce the mysteries resulted only in my 
own inverted image reflected In the 
crystal. But my eyes were untutored.

Of the half dozen crystals in New 
York, tlie most curious one, not only on 
account of its beauty and history, but 
by reason of its apparently uncanny 
power, is the one in tlie possession of 
Dr. J. B. Street, well known as a lec­
turer on the philosophy of the East. 
Dr. Street is possibly better posted on 
the history and development of mysti­
cism than any one else In New York. 
He has spent years in study in the East, 
and is a member of certain societies de­
voted to occult study and of whose ex­
istence few people are aware.

One of tliese is the famous society of 
the Rosicrucians, familiar to all who 
have read Bulwer Lytton’s “Zanoni.” 
Another is the equally celebrated so- 
eiety of the Illuminati, of which some 
idea is given in George Sand’s novels 
“Consuelo” and the “Countess of Ru­
dolstadt.

QUEER SOCIETIES THESE.
Dr. Street is also a member of the 

Sanyussin, a like society of India, and 
of another order known as the Gray 
Monks of Egypt. He is one of two or 
three persons in America who have 
succeeded in gaining admission to these 
secret societies. It is through his con­
nection with file Society of the Illumi­
nati that he came into possession of the 
magic crystal. It came from Japan, 
where it had Mood for centuries in a 
native temple and was consulted by the 
priests as an oracle. lit Is in Japan, In­
dia and other Eastern countries that the 
crystal oracle had its origin. They 
have been in use there for purposes of 
divination from tbe earliest ages.

. This crystal is the property of the So­
ciety of the Illuminati, and as the head 
of that mystic order in America Dr. 
street has come into temporary posses­
sion of it. It may be recalled at any 
time, however. ■

The first reading was held at the 
Tiome of Dr. A- B. Jamison, and was at­
tended by about twenty invited friends. 
It is claimed by those who were present 
that at least a month before election 
the crystal predicted the death of Hen­
ry George and tlie election of Judge 
Van Wyck, and that some weeks be­
fore its occurrence the weird globe fore­
told the disaster on the New York Cen­
tral Railroad at Garrison.

The two readings which I was priv­
ileged to attend were in the apartments 
of Countess Ella Norraikow, In Life 
Building. At the first among others 
present were'John Emory McLain, ed­
itor of Mind, the new metaphysical 
magazine; Dr. Wiseman, Dr. Jamison, 
Julian Hawthorne, the novelist; sev­
eral musicians, an artist and a num­
ber of business men. Women predom­
inated at the second reading. Most of 
them were elderly, plain, severe look­
ing women. Some were writers, some 
were lecturers, and all were very strong 
minded indeed.
THE ORACLE OF THE CRYSTAL. 

!Df. Street I found to be an elderly, 
well-preserved gentleman, with a glib 
tongue and a caressing, purring sort of 
■voice. A small round table was placed 
in the centre of the room to accommo­
date the crystal. As they "entered the 
guests were introduced to Dr. Street, 
most of whom were strangers to him.
.“I want to tell you before I begin,” 

Mid Dr. Street, seating himself before 
tbe table with a little leather satchel, 
*tt*t yob will see or hear nothing su-

OF THE 6KYSTIH,
pernatlira 1. There is nothing supernat­
ural in the universe. What tlie crystal 
shows is nothing but another demon­
stration of that mysterious quality, 
mind, which science Is doing more and 
more every day to explain. Whether 
these crystal pictures are the result of 
the mind incarnate in the persons gath­
ered about this table or whether due to 
a manifestation of other uuembodled 
mind matters little.”

While he talked he unrolled from a 
tightly bound black handkerchief a ball 
enclosed in a yellow silk handkerchief. 
Yellow is a favorite occult color. When 
the crystal appeared a murmur of admi­
ration passed around the circle. Clearer 
than the clearest spring water it caught 
in the electric light glints of color that 
made it sparkle with the ethereal tints 
of a giant bubble. It was about five 
inches iu diameter..........  ■

The crystal, it was said, was once 
without a flaw, but when in use before 
it was accidentally dropped by a lady 
who had taken it into her hand to ex­
amine and was startled to see in it the 
face of her depd husband. The fall 
chipped a small piece from the side of 
the crystal where it struck the floor. 
Since then Dr. Street has an aversion to 
permitting ladles, particularly widows, 
to handle the talisman.

After he had held up the crystal so 
that everyone had an exhaustive scru­
tiny of it and had explained the history 
of crystals, lie poised it on the top of an 
Inverted goblet in the centre of the ta­
ble and directly under the chandelier. 
All the time he carefully avoided touch­
ing the crystal with bis bared hand. 
Some one wanted to know why.

“Because,” he replied, “I find that the 
magnetism of my body passing into the 
crystal by direct contact clouds its sur­
face so that it is of little use until the 
magnetism goes out again, or so at least 
I explain the clouding of the crystal 
that always follows touch. '

When the crystal was adjusted he 
drew from the satchel a second piece of 
glass, a reflector shaped like a bell and 
highly Iridescent. This was suspended 
from the chandelier. Attached to the 
bell-shaped glass was an insulated wire 
with a finger piece. This,was to be 
held in the hand to induce a sympa- 
tlietlc current between the mind of the 
person consulting the crystal, and is 
based on the same idea that induces the 
mind reader to believe that lie is as­
sisted by holding tlie hand or touching 
the forehead of his subject. The next 
stage in these rather elaborate prepara­
tions consisted in turning down all but 
a single jet of light and the throwing 
over the crystal of the dark handker­
chief.

During the preparations Dr. Street ex­
plained thgt all thought has form. The 
thoughts transferred to the crystal and 
reflected therein are just as clear to the 
student.of the occult as Is the reflection 
of the body seen in a mirror.

Placing a black cloth back of the crys­
tal, Dr. street peered Into its depths at­
tentively. “Ah, the soldiers!" he ex­
claimed. “They are marching still.” 
I was told that at the last reading Dr. 
Street had seen in crystal regiment af­
ter regiment of soldiers. One of these 
persons asked If they were the samo 
soldiers.

“They are the same," replied Dr. 
Street. “They are American troops, but 
what their marching signifies I do not 
see. They are marching through the 
streets, for I behold a tall background 
of houses.”

RUMORS OF WAR.
Chance directed the attention of the 

Doctor to me, whom he had never seen 
before, and of whose Identity he must 
have been Ignorant. "Will you take the 
wire in your hand?" he asked. “Ah, 
thank you. Now! In the crystal I see 
a strange country, very much further 
north, I should say, and I see your fig­
ure at a rude wooden table. You are 
writing by candle light and with fever­
ish excitement. The picture changes. 
Again I see those marching troops. I 
don’t see what you can have to do with 
them. I will place the handkerchief 
over the crystal. They come back. Let 
us see what they will do. Now they are 
gone, end I see great stone fortresses 
and prisons, and through them your fig­
ure Is moving. Are you a writer?”

The victim, who was painfully con­
scious of the gaze of nineteen pairs of 
strange eyes, admitted the charge and 
the Doctor proceeded.

“That must be your connection with 
the scenes, for wherever I see you you 
are writing as if It were a matter of life 
and death. Now tlie troops come back. 
I think we are all tired of them. I will 
cover the crystal."

The next thing this mysterious agent 
indicated was a disaster. “Some time 
ago,” commented Dr. Street, “I called 
attention to a great railroad wreck on 
the New York Central road. This has 
since taken place. Now the crystal calls 
attention to another threatened wreck. 
This time it seems to be one of the ele­
vated roads and is a very disastrous 
one. It comes from a weakness some­
where in the structure over which the 
trains pass. One of the things to 
which the crystal has most insistently 
called attention is some great seismic 
disaster which threatens the coast of 
North America. It Will Include an un­
expected tidal wave. No, I cannot tell 
or identify the region. I am quite un­
familiar with IL It might be Southern 
California, but that is mere guesswork 
on my part Anyone else that likes 
may look and see if he recognizes it.”

Nobody volunteered to look. The tidal 
wave seemed of small Interest Several 
persons took the wire, and in answer to 
descriptions identified friends.

Julian Hawthorne brought out one 
of the most interesting of the so-called 
pictures.

A PICTURE FOR HAWTHORNE.
“I see,” said the crystal reader, “a 

great treeless plain, stretching far as I 
can see. Across this plain comes a man 
to me, a man whose face I cannot see, 
as it is turned away. He is a tall, well- 
built man, and now that he looks to­
ward me I see that his eyes are large 
and deep. About his coat or cloak is a 
border of fur, and this coat, or mantle, 
which he takes off, he throws to anoth­
er figure, which is also tall and broad­
shouldered. In fart, the figure is very 
much like yours. The man says to the 
other, ’Give to the world the new sci­
ence of mind; proclaim It as your mis­
sion.' Do you write?” ..

The son of Nathaniel Hawthorne, who 
had come in late and had not been pre­
sented to Dr, Street, modestly admitted 
that he Fad done a few little things in 
that line, and the Doctor went on.

“Then this figure appears for you. It 
says that you are about to give to the 
world a work which is tbe result of 
years of study along a peculiar line—the 
psychic, I should judge—and that this 
book will give you a very great celeb­
rity, more than anything you hive done. 
I should, In closing, from something I 
see in the crystal, advise you to be more 
careful of your health.”

As the greater part of the remainder 
of the talk was of a purely personal in­
terest, and as I hid no means of know­
ing how nearly true some of it was, and 
each one saw fit to Indulge in mental 
questions directed at tho crystal and to 
greet the answers with inscrutable 
smiles, only their own friends would 
know how apropos were the replies.

The second reading I~ attended, ouly 
last Wednesday evening,' was not quite 
so Interesting from- the standpoint of an 
investigator. Dr. Street explained that 
there were too many persons in the 
room, and that so many minds at work 
had a tendency to cloud tlie crystal.

THE CRYSTAL IS OBSTINATE.
When it came my turn to grasp the 

wire the crystal informed its reader 
that I was shortly to make a change, or, 
as he expressed it, to “occupy a new 
chair, iu which I shbuld be very suc­
cessful.” While this was . naturally 
gratifying to me, there was an­
other mutter which was even of 
greater moment. That day I had lost a 
pocket-book containing a sum of money. 
Respecting this the oracle was distress­
ingly obstinate. It reiterated that the 
object was not really lost, but had been 
mislaid. When I asked if I should find 
it, the crystal refused to answer,

The soldiers again appeared, and once 
more the wreck on the elevated road ap­
peared in tlie crystal. “For several 
days the oracle has warned me against 
riding on tlie elevated trains,” said Dr. 
Street, “It lias even shown me the lo­
cality of the weak spot, due to insecure 
girders with the background of houses. 
It has qualified the prediction, however, 
by saying the accident would happen 
unless the girders were strengthened. I 
have defied the warning and ridden 
over all the roads, in hopes of locating 
the spot or seeing men at work repair­
ing the structure. But I have been un­
successful.”

“Oh, I’ve seen workmen repairing the 
iron-work on Sixth avenue,” broke In 
Countess Norraikow.

“Then I dare say the danger is avert­
ed," remarked Dr. Street.

EUROPEAN UPHEAVAL.
The crystal next predicted a division 

of Europe, which would be brought 
about by Turkey, and into which 
France would be drawn to such an ex­
tent that her boundaries would under­
go a change. This picture appeared 
while a young foreigner, who had just 
landed in. New York that day, bad hold 
of the wire. He was advised to refrain 
from any speculations or business en­
terprises until such time' as the disrup­
tion shall begin.

Some one wanted to know how soon 
that would be. The Doctor peered cau­
tiously into the crystal. “I am. told,” 
he said, “that It has already begun, or 
Is about to begin, unless Turkey shall 
at once take some decisive action. This 
I think she will do, for She is usually 
Very well advised."

Again the Doctor turned Ms attention 
to the sphere. After a short silence he 
announced the appearance of a gentle­
man from the spirit world, who an­
swered to the name of Benjamin. In­
stantly all the women were on the qui- 
vive. They crowded around the crystal, 
at the Doctor’s invitation, to get a look 
at Benjamin. Some were frank and 
said they couldn’t see a thing, while 
others fancied they could see a dim out­
line. For my own part, every time I at­
tempted to look into the crystal the 
Doctor would blandly remark, “Ah, it 
fades away!"

But Benjamin created a great stir. It 
seemed as though every woman in the 
room had a Benjamin of some sort in 
the spirit world, and all were eager to 
grasp the wire. One by one, as the 
Doctor read and interpreted the sym­
bols in Che crystal, they were sorrow­
fully forced to admit that he was not 
their Benjamin. It was pretty tough on 
Ben, after coming so far, to find that 
he had gotten Into the wrong set.

EDITOR McLAIN’S VIEWS.
During a lull in the proceedings I 

asked Mr. McLain If he had written 
anything for “Mind" on the subject of 
crystal reading. “No," he replied, “I 
have not done so yet, I feel that I have 
not pursued my Investigations suffi­
ciently. I am satisfied, however, that 
there is some strange communication 
between the mind and the crystal.. I 
can bear witness to the predictions 
which Dr. Street has spoken of. These 
manifestations usually come In the 
form of symbols, and require one expe­
rienced In mystic lore to interpret them. 
Many things might appear in the crys­
tal which would be perfectly unintelli­
gible to you or me, but to Dr. Street, 
they are perfectly clear.

“When the crystal predicted the elec­
tion of Van Wyck, in reply to a ques­
tion by a stanch Low man, a tiger ap­
peared. Of course this stood for .Tam­
many. That was easy enough. I mere­
ly cite it as an illustration of how many 
of the manifestations come. Sometimes, 
though there are genuine scenes de­
picted, and sometimes names appear. 
I myself have not been very successful 
as yet in detecting objects in the crys­
tal.”

It is just as well to state, should you 
covet this remarkable medium between 
thought and matter, that a crystal is 
not always a desirable possession. A 
strange fatality followed this particular 
one. Some years ago Dr. Street made 
frequent use of it in his lectures in Bos­
ton. He read in tlie crystal the story of 
all sorts of disasters, mainly fires. In 
many cases tlie predictions were so ac­
curate that the people to whom he pre­
dicted began to grow suspicious, and 
an insurance company even went so far 
as to put detectives on his track to see 
whether or not he was responsible for 
the fires himself.

Dr. Street promptly consigned the 
crystal to a safe deposit vault, and 
there it has remained until tills winter, 
when, at the urgent request of some cu­
rious friends, he brought it out, and 
once more tlie oracle is at work.

THE LAST INVESTMENT.

Four little bits of babies, 
The oldest only five, 

Huddled in a corner, 
More dead than they were alive;

No bread in mother’s cupboard,
No money in father’s purse, 

No work, and no hope of any—
Things went from bad to worse.

The mother looked thin and weary, 
For the hunger pain was sore, 

And all around was dreary,
Where brightness reigned before;

A step upon the threshold— ■ 
Averted her downcast eye—

“What tidings of work, my husband?” 
She said, with a deep drawn sigh. .

“It is the same old story—
No Work, no hope, no trust; 

See,' this is my last Investment, 
The babies must have a crust 

The water-rent is called for, .
The gas-bill is overdue,

The house-rent is past all counting, 
Whatever shall we do?”

They looked at one another
In loving, mute surprise

Each had a thought unspoken 
That leaped out through the eyes.

The children would be happy 
Away on the golden street 

And they set free from»l>urdena 
Of bills they could not meet

Next day a neighbor found them 
Beyond the tide of woe;

And the gas bill counted higher, 
But flhat would have to go.

T wonder if God Almighty, 
Who knew their cares arid woe, 

Will judge them too hard for moving 
From a world that served them so?

- —Mary Pearl.

. “Nature Cure.” By Drs. M. E. and 
Rom. C. Conger. Excellent for every 
family. Cloth, $1.50. ' ’ '

IMPORTANT CASE.
Spiritualism and Sanity Con- 

01 ' ’siderad.
■ ■(-ie--— .

THEIR.RELATION DISCUSSED IN 
AN OPINION BY THE APPEL- 
LATE'DlVISION-CASE OF HAR­
RIET B. BEACH.
The Appellate Division of the Su­

preme Court .yesterday, in an opinion 
written.,Injustice Ingraham, reversed 
the order, of Justice lanyrence, in spe­
cial term, denying an" application of 
Frederick G. Beach and Jennie Beach 
Gasper, children of Harriet E. Beach, 
for a commission to inquire into Mrs. 
Beach’s apparent lunacy and Incompe­
tency, and ordered the motion to be 
granted. * i • ■ • ■

The petition of Mrs. Beach’s children, 
when it wap presented to the court in 
June last, attracted wide attention by 
tlie statements it contained. Mrs. 
Beach, who is nearly seventy years Old, 
was the wife of Alfred E. Beach, who 
died in this city January 1,1896. Upon 
his death she went to.Europe, where, It 
is alleged, she fell under the influence 
of Henry Rogers, a. Spiritualist, whom 
she married at Alexandria, Egypt.

Several letters written by Mrs. Beach 
or Rogers to her children aud others 
were made public, in which she said she 
was guided in her conduct by her de­
ceased parents, husband and others. It 
was shown that she had twice been in 
an asylum, for the insane—in 1855 at 
Hartford, Cohn,, and in 1890-1 in 
Bloomingdale.

AFFIDAVITS SUBMITTED.
Affidavits from Rogers and others 

were submitted in proof of Mrs. Beach’s 
sanity. Justice Lawrence, in denying 
the application, stated that he was sat- 
isfled that, upon the strong preponder- 

■ anee of the.evidence, “the respondent 
should not be Subjected either to the 
appointment Of a committee of her es­
tate or the. humiliation of a proceeding 
to inquire into her mental soundness 
before a Jury.”,

In the decision handed down yester­
day, Justice Ingraham cites the'law 
governing in this ease and quotes at 
length from the testimony on both 
sides, especially from the letters of 
Mrs. Beach, and says:

“No one can read these letters with­
out being impressed with the fact Hurt 
this woman was not acting upon her 
own intelligent judgment, but under 
what she assumed or was induced to 
believe was the advice of the spirits of 
those who had been near her; that she 
received messages from her husband, 
father and mother as to the disposition 
that she should make of her person and 
property, and1 was apparently doing 
her utmost to .carry out these directions 
under the belief that this man whom 
she had married had been chosen 
for her by her deceased parents and 
husband,1 and that in marrying him and 
acting as she had acted she was carry­
ing out the wishes of those whom death 
had- vested with supreme Intelligence 
and powet, * ' * ♦

I wished one day, with Burns, some 
power’d gle

The gift by means of which myself Td 
seo '

As to the watching world-1 seemed to 
be.

And* as it chanced, some fairy came my 
way

And granted me the wish I’d made that 
ady;

And O! it filled my soul with blank dls- 
may!

For as I looked—ah, how my pride did 
faU-

Aghast I staggered back against the 
wall;

The world was not aware of me at al! 
. —Exchange.

“Religion as Revealed by tbe Mate­
rial and Spiritual Universe. By H. D. 
Babbitt, M. D., LL.D.” A compact 
and comprehensive view of the aub-

An interesting" pamphlet by

BELIEF IN SPIRITUALISM.
“It is true that a belief in Spiritual­

ism may fie consistent with good busi­
ness Instincts.and sound judgment;; 
and the ■ mere fact that a person is a 
believer In Spiritualism would not of 
Itself justify .jin Inference that such 
persqn was Incompetent to manage him­
self dr his affairs. When, however, it 
appears fhat, in addition to a belief In 
Spiritualism,i»a-< person has become so 
convinced of the reality of communica­
tions from tho‘dead that the control of 
his person and the disposition of his 
property are governed by the advice 
and directions in these communications 
from deceased persons and that a per­
son under such influence Is about to dis­
pose of his property or to contract a 
marriage or other relations which ap­
pear to be unwise or unusual according 
to the accepted standands, and that the 
assumed communications from such de­
ceased persons have come through the 
mediumship of a person who Is to ben­
efit by such advice, arrangements, or 
disposition of property, it seems to me 
that a case is presented which calls for 
an investigation of the competency of 
such person.

“It is not the abstract belief in Spirit­
ualism that rajses the presumption of 
Incompetency, but the fact that such a 
person has sutrendered his will to the 
control of such Influences rather than 
to the exercise of sound judgment. 
And when it-appears that those influ­
ences are being used to procure a dispo­
sition of property to others than her 
children or those to whom it would nat­
urally go, a case Is presented which, at 
least, requires an Investigation by the 
tribunal provided to determine ques- 
'tlons of this character.”

The attorneys for the petitioners-ap- 
pellants are Booraem, Hamilton, Beck­
ett & Ransom.—New York Times, Dec. 
11, 1807.

Oneida Lake Camp-Meeting
The board of trustees of the Oneida 

Lake Camp-meeting Association of 
Spiritualists met at Durhamville, N. Y., 
on Friday, December 3. Much enthusi­
asm was' manifested over the progress 
being made to create a successful camp. 
Brother Peter Pfeifer, acting for the as­
sociation, has purchased ninety-nine 
acres of land situated Immediately upon 
Oneida Lake, in the township of Vero­
na, county of Oneida, state of New 
York. The site is upon a branch of the 
Lehigh Valley railroad, a few miles 
from Canastota, N. Y., midway between 
South Bay and Sylvan Beach, popular 
summer resorts. From all points a 
summer rate is. always made to these 
resorts. No more accessible place could 
be selected. Ana amidst a populous ter­
ritory this^neti’ camp starts with a 
great promise. !

The grounds have been platted Into 
parks, building lots, streets, spaces for 
hotel, auditorlufn and depot. An"bpen 
space has, been reserved for a children’s 
play ground, boll games and amuse­
ments. Building lots are priced at from 
$50 to 250^-the.,major part being the 
lowest inpyice. jAll are good sites and 
equally accessible to the auditorium. 
The lake .will afford all lovers of bath­
ing, boatita^ anB fishing all the sport 
they desire;. It IS a fine place to spend 
an entire sumqier. No pains will be 
spared to itnprote the grounds. They 
will be cleared during this winter, and 
the streetaHcut .and graded. Cottage 
building will cqmmence In the spring. 
It is also hoped to see the early erection 
of a good hotels Ample room for pub­
lic accommodation will bo builded for 
the camp of 1898. The camp will be 
held during the entire month of August 
Stock sales are being made at $5 per 
share. Subscribers to the capital stock 
are solicited—and a goodly amount is 
already taken. The camp association 
will be incorporated, and the manage­
ment will be watchful of every public 
Interest, and hope to advance the cause 
of •Spiritualism. G. W. KATES.

Rochester, N. Y. President

“Social Upbuilding, including Co-op- 
eratlve Systems1 and the Happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humanity.” By E. D. 
Babbitt, LL. D.; H.D. This comprises 
the last part-of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper coyer, IB cents.- For sale 
at this office. ' J i

Spirits Return; .
I wish to give you a little experience 

of spirit return that a friend of mine 
had a few years ago. Ho will not allow 
me to use his name for publication, so 
I’ll give the first name only, and add 
that I am ready to swear to the truth 
of fils statement, for he is one of the 
best men I ever met.

George ,-------- , my friend, had a
friend Tom, who was a Spiritualist, 
and tried to convince him (George) of 
that truth, but without success, so at 
last Tom said: “If I die before you do, 
I’ll come baek to you."

They lived then in towns fifty miles 
apart, but Tom’s brother Ed. lived in 
the same town as George. Five years 
later, when George had almost forgot­
ten this conversation, lie was working 
in ills yard, about 10:30 in the morning, 
when he saw this friend Tom come 
around the corner of his house, and, 
taking a few steps toward him, said: 
“George, I’m dead,” and dissolved into 
the air. George went into the house 
and nearly fainted away. About two 

• hours later Ed. came up with a tele­
gram, saying: “Tom arrived home from 
Kansas at 10 to-day. At 10:10 lie had a 
hemorrhage and died almost Immedi­
ately.” Upon Inquiry he was found to 
be dressed in exactly the. same clothes 
as-he appeared to George, and arrived 
at about the same instant he died, as 
near as they could tell.

It made me a believer in spirit return. 
A dear friend of mine died lesa than 
a year ago, and since that time I have 
seen her, received letters from her, 
spoken to her and felt her toueh.

M.

Minds as Open Books.
Harlth, the son of Chaldah, a dreamer 

of dreams, and withal a good-looking 
chap, held the hand of a beautiful wo­
man in the music-room of the Hotel 
Majestic, recently, while a hundred 
others looked bn and waited for some 
deliverance from the oracle, the latest 
society fad, who promises to become a 
worthy successor of the late Professor 
Bishop, mind-reader.

To the young lady he said: “You were 
born on May 17 in the year 1872. And 
your name is Gertrude.” He was 
right. '

“Now,” he said, “I shall go among 
you and write down the days on which 
all were born. From these I shall tell 
yonr names." The dates recorded, he 
began:

“A woman, born on June 2. You are 
of Spanish descent, is it not so? Yes, I 
thought so. Why, her name is Dolores, 
That was her name, and he told most of 
the others as quickly.

“I do not ask the year in which you 
were born. Some of the ladles might 
object.” All then laughed. “Oh, it Is 
so In all countries.”

“Gome, some one,” he continued, ‘land 
think of a well-known person and I will 
tell you who It Is."

Several volunteered readily to play a 
thinking part, and, holding their hands, 
he traced on a blackboard outline 
sketches of President McKinley, Rich­
ard Oroker, Chauncey M. Depew and 
others.

A large man asked harshly If “the 
Egyptian could tell his name."

“Easily,” said Harlth.
“What is it?” the aged person asked 

gratingly.
“Tom,” said the soothsayer quickly. 

While the audience laughed. The vic­
tim sulkily acknowledged that It was 
so.

Gazing into the busy mind of one 
young woman tho entertainer traced on 
the blackboard a nose and forehead and 
then cried: “He is dead.”

“Who?” she asked, startled.
“The man of whom you think. Yes, 

dead.”
The chalk moved rapidly until Na­

poleon Bonaparte scowled upon her.
“That’s he,” she said softly and fled.
The Egyptian is either a wonder In 

his line or the most clever faker that
has imposed upon the public In years.

Mediumistic Incident.
To tho Editor:—The Incident I am 

am about to relate Is not manufactured 
for the occasion,, but an actual fact. 
Once I was as bitterly opposed to the 
spiritual philosophy as the Rev. W. R. 
Covert. Then there was living a young 
lady near me whose mediumistic power 
would cause raps to sound on the table 
by which we would occasionally sit 
Whatever that Intelligence or power 
was, it Informed me it could and would 
answer any question written by any 
person in tie neighborhood, enclosed In 
a sealed envelope or a number of en­
velopes all sealed. A neighbor who is 
a Frenchman wrote a question in 
French. The medium and myself knew 
nothing of the language. One evening 
we took our seats in tie circle, in good 
light, when soon tho power manifested 
its presence. From my pocket I took 
the sealed question and by repeating 
the alphabet got every letter correctly 
that made the question. I asked first 
for the answer to the question in the 
negative or affirmative. “Oui,” was 
rapped out; neither .of us knew what 
that meant. Then every word, letter 
by letter, was rapped without one mis­
take, I keeping a record of the same.

The next day I called on my neigh­
bor, handed him his sealed package. 
Tie question was satisfactorily answer­
ed, “Oul” being yes in his language, 
and all the letters were embraced in 
his question In regular order, we not 
being able to put them Into words.

Now, If Elder Covert can duplicate 
that pienomenon, under the same con­
ditions, and tell exactly how It was pro­
duced and who or wiat answered the 
said question and spelled out the same, 
and prove it not to be what said power 
claimed to be, he will stand a good 
chance of enhancing or augmenting the 
number of “Antis” to his persecuting 
horde, as considered at present

Barnet, Vt E. B. CLEMENT.
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converiij to Modern Spiritualism as this. The author’s 
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The adaptation of Spiritualism to tbe wants of human­
ity; its moral tendency; tbe Bible Doctrine of angel 
minlati jr; the spiritual nature of man, and the objec­
tions oitered to Spiritualism, are all considered In the 
light ol ths Bible, nature, history, reason and common 
sense, Kid expressed clearly and forcibly.

THE CONTRAST
consist! of a critical comparison of Evangelicalism 
and Spiritualism. It is amort able production,’ and 
*• a perfect storehouse of facts for those who wish 
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tbe race. It brings strongly and clearly to view th. 
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CHURC&rROMai
A Remarkable Book,

Thl# is a remarkable wprk by Fatum CHikQMk 
It exposes even to tho minutest details the corraMB 
that exists In the Church of Rome. It Is a work 
pages, and should be read an a matter of history w 
every Spiritualist. The following ft & partial list Of W 
table of contents; "

CHAPTER I. ^^
Tho Bible and the Priest 9f Rome.
_ , CHAPTER IL -^
My first School-days at 8|i. Thomas—The Monk mA 

Celibacy.
_ CHAPTER III. ।
The Confession of Children. ' - r<
„ CHAPTER IV. \
The Shepherd whipped by hie Sheep. . / ’’r-

CHAPTER V. ?
The Priest, Purgatory, aud the poor Widow’s Coth ' < 

CHAPTER VI.
Festivities in a Parsonage.

CHAPTER VII.
Preparation for the First Communion—Initiation (• 

Idolatry. ‘ '
_ CHAPTER VIII.
The First Communion. .

CHAPTER IX. .
Intellectual Education In the Romon Catholic College#. 

CHAPTER X.
Moral and ^ the Roman Cath*

dcCouag®’—
• NAPIER XI. - -
Protestant Children In the Convents and Nunneries tf 

Rome. .
CHAPTER XII. .

Rome and Education—Why does the Church of Rosas 
hate the Common Schools of tho United States, awl 
want to destroy them?—Why does oho objectU 
tho reading of the Bible In the Schools? -

’ CHAPTER XIII. ■
Theology of the Church of Rome; its Anti-Social Ml - 

Anti-Christian Character.
„ CHAPTER XIV.

The Vow of Celibacy.
CHAPTER XV. .

The Imparities of the Theology of Rome.
_ " CHAPTER XVI.
The Priest of Rome and the Holy Fathers; or, howl 

swore to give up the Word of God to follow ths 
word of Men.

_ CHAPTER XVII.
The Roman Catholic Priesthood, or Ancient and Mod* 

era Idolatry.
CHAPTER XVIII.

Nine Consequences of the Dogma of Transubstanti* 
tion—The old paganism under a Christian name.

CHAPTER XIX.
Vicarage, and Life at St. Charles. Rivierrc Boyer.
_ , CHAPTER XX.
Papineau and the Patriots In 1833—The burning of “Lf 

Canadlen" by the Curate of St. Charles.
CHAPTER XXI. <^

Grand Dinner of tbe Priests—The Maniac Slater of; 
Rev. Mr, Perras.

CHAPTER XXII.
Jam appointed Vicar of,thc Curate of Charlesbourgk . 

—The Piety, Lives and Deaths of Fathers Bedard 
and Perras.

CHAPTER XXIII.
The Cholera Morbus of ld34—Admirable courage and 

self-denial of the Priests of Rome during the epv 
domic. .

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 am named a Vicar of Bt. Roch, Quebec City—Thl 

Rev. Mr. Tetu—Tertulllan—General Cargo—Thl 
Seal Skins.

CHAPTER XXV.
Simony—Strange and sacrilegious traffic In tbo s* 

called Body and Blood of Christ—Enormous sums 
of Money made by tbe sale of Masses--The Bocletf 
of Three Masses abolished and -ths Society of onf- 
Mass established.

CHAPTER XXVI. 
Continuation of tbe trade In Masses.

CHAPTER XXVII.
Quebec Marine Hospital—The first time I carried tha 

“Bon Dieu" (the wafer god) In my vest pocket 
—The Grand Oyster Soiree at Mr. Buteau’s-Th#'. 
Rev, 1. Parent and ths “Bon Dieu" at the Oyster 
Soiree.

O“Wb have not space In this notice of Fathsf 
Cblnlquy'a work to give tbe Leads of all the Chapters. 
Those omitted are of especial value. The followlngi 
however, are of thrilling interest; '

CHAPTER L1II.
The Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary.

CHAPTER LIV.
Th® Abomination of Auricular Confession. ;

CHAPTER LV.
The Ecclesiastical Beireat—Conduct of the Prieitt 

—The Bishop Forbids Me to Distribute the Bible.
CHAPTER LVI.

Public Acts of Simony—Thefts and Brigandage of 
Bishop O'Regan—General Cry of Indignation—I 
determine to resist him to bls face—He employs 
Mr. Spink again to send me to Gaol, and he falls 
—Drags me as a Prisoner to Urbana in the Sprint 
of 1858 and fails again—Abraham Lincoln defends 
me—My dear Bible becomes more than ever m# 
Light and my Counselor. .

CHAPTER LVIL
bishop O'Regan sells the Parsonage of tho French 

Canadians of Chicago, pockets the money, sm 
turns them out when they come to complain— 
determines to turn me out of my Colony and send 
me to Kahokia—He forgets It next day and pub* 
Habes that he has Interdicted me—My People send 1 
a Deputation to the Bishop—His Aus wen—Ths 
Bham Excommunication by three drunken Priests.

CHAPTER LVIH.
IWess from my People, asking me to remain—I am 

again dragged as a prisoner by the Sheriff to Ur* 
bona—Abraham Lincoln’s anxiety about the Isens 
of tho Prosecution—My Distress—The Rescue— 
Miss Philomena Moffat sent by God to save mo—La* 
Belle's Confession and Distress—My Innocence 
acknowledged—Noble Words and Conduct of Abra* 
ham Lincoln—The Oath of Miss Philomena Moffat

CHAPTER LIX. “ ’
^moment of Interruption in tho Thread of my “Fifty> 

Years in tbe Church of Rome," to seo how my im 
Provisions about my defender, Abraham Lincoln 
were to be realized—Rome the Implacable Enemy 
Of the United States. ■

CHAPTER LX. •
The Fundamental Principles of the Constitution of ths 

United States drawn from tbe Gospel of Christ—My 
first visit to Abraham Lincoln to warn him of, thl 
Plots I knew against his Life—The Priests circa* 
late tbe news that Lincoln was born in tbe Church 
of Romo—Letter of the Pope to Jeff Davli—My 
last vhlt to the President—His admirable refer* 
ence to Moses—Ills willingness to die for hil 
Nation's Bake. .

CHAPTER LXI.
Abraham Lincoln a true man of God, and a true Dll* 

cinlo of tho Gospel—The Assassination by Booth 
—The tool ortho Priests—John Surratt's Louse-- 
Tbe Rendezvous and Dwelling Place of the Priest! 
—John Surratt Secreted by th® Priests after thl 
murder of Lincoln—Tho Assassination of Lincoln 
known and published in the town throe hours bt< 
fo»o Its occurrence.

CHAPTER LXII.
Deputation of two Pries is scut by the People and the 

Bishops of Canada to persuade us to submit to the 
Will of tbe Bishop—Tbo Deputies acknowledge 
publicly that the Bishop is wrong and that we arl 
right—For peace sake, 1 consent to withdrawfrom 
tbo contest on certain conditions accepted by th( 
Deputies—One of tbo Deputies turns false to hll 
promise, and betrays us, to be put at tbo head el 
my Colony—My last Interview with him and Mrl 
Brassard.

CHAPTER LXIII.
Mr. Desaulnlor Is named Vicar General of Chicago to 

crush us—Our People more united than ever to do* 
fend their rights—Letter# of tbe Bishops of Mon* 
trert against mo, and my answer—Mr. Brassard 
forced, against his conscience, to condemn us—My 
answer to Mr. Brassard—Ho writes to bog my
pardon.

CHAPTBB LXIV.
t write to the Pope Pius IX, and to Napoleon, Emperor 

of France, and send them tho Legal and Public 
Documents proving the bad conduct of Bishop 
O’Regan—Grand Vicar Dunn sent to tell me of my 
Victory at Rome, and tbe end of our trouble— I go 
to Dubuque to offer my submission to tbe Bishop 
—Tbe peace sealed and publicly proclaimed 
Grand Vicar Dunn the 28th uf March, 1858. ■

CHAPTER LXV. .
Excellent testimonial from my Bishop—My Retreat 

—Grand Vicar Baurln and his assistant, Bev. M 
Granger—Grand Vicar Dunn writes me about thi 
new storm prepared by tbe Jesulto—Vision—Christ 
offers Himself as a Glfi^I am forgiven, rich, happy 
and saved—Back.to mi people, 

CHAPTER LXVI. ‘
the Solemn Responsibilities of my New Position—WO 

give up tbe name of Roman Catholic to call our* 
selves Christian Catholics—Dismay of tbe Roman 
Catholic Blthops-My Lord Duggan, Coadjutor of 
BL Louis, hurried to Chicago—He comes to ba, 
Anne to persuade the People to submit to his 
Authority—Ho is ignominiously turned out, and 
tuns away in the midst of the Cries of the People. 

CHAPTER LXVII. .
Bird’s-eye View of the Principal Events from my Co*, 

version to this day—My Narrow Escapes—Thl 
end of the Voyage through tho Desert to UM 
promised Land.

Price, $2.35, Post-paid. -
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By E. D. Babbitt, M. D., author of “Principles al 
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IMMORTALITY.
A poem In five cantos ”If a man die, shall be Hytf* 

Is fully answered. B ’ W. S. Barlow, author of 
Voices. Price 60 cents.

THE KORAN, I
^CfKBSDotty caned the “Alkoran of Mohttoma#,*’ 
TrtasJrtedlnto English from th® original Arabic, wltt 
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mutators. W::h a preliminary discourse by 
Bale. Price, cloth. 11.00. For sale at this office.
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Sin ot religions, and their influence upon the mental 
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By Wm. Henn Bcm Price tt cento.

Mahomet, the IIMousi
BY GODFREY HIGGINS, ESQ.

This work la one of tbe Ubrary of Liberal ClMtiatS 
No author™better ouUtnedto write an InntartliJ 
aud honest Ute of Maho-met than Godfrey Htaitaa^ 
end this volume ta Intensely interesting. Ittbouid 
rea l In conjunction with Gibbon's wort Tor ale 
this office. Price. 25 cents.

Paine’s Theological Worka |
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* MOTHER NATURE, M. D STUDIES WSFIRITUALITY.

JIS CONSIDERED BY CHARLES DftWBARN, THE CALIFORNIA 
" PHILOSOPHER.

PART NINE.

If the reader will now carefully review the preceding 
articles, he will be ready to make a personal and practical 
application, knowing at each step just what he is himself 
doing, or intending to .do. He will have recognized that 
every change of condition is a change of vibration; and 
that, in the past, he has been unconsciously inducing such 
changes by the power of his own thought. When 
flushed with anger, his beating heart and throbbing brain 
proclaim him perilously near the rate of vibration that 
renders the mortal form impossible for the spirit; and if 
he has lived on'cherishing thought of revenge or clutch­
ing gi-eed he has been practically at the lowest vibration 
possible to mortal man.
* RULE FOR SELF-DEVELOPMENT.

When the student has recognized this as the action of 
thought, he will see that by making an effort to think 
just the opposite he is vibrating towards the highest pos­
sible in earth-life. Let him now set apart an hour every 
day as sacred to his own soul, and proceed to compel self­
development by an intelligent use of the laws he has been 
studying in the preceding articles. It is not necessary to 
set up any ideal; nor to address prayer to God or man. 
He does not pray to a devil when he thinks himself into 
a brute, but just follows the law of thought vibration un- 

‘'til he “gets there.” His object now is to think himself 
away from the brute, and just as far in the other direc­
lion as his thought can travel. He may commence by a 
silent thought utterance such as the following, remember- 
irig this is no formula, but an illustration to be applied by 
liimself in his own way. The friend-of whom I wrote a 
few months ago in The Progressive Thinker has discov­
ered, he tells me, that he reaches this north pole of his 
aspiration most rapidly by sitting alone, quietly and com­
fortable as possible, when he mentally declares “by my 
own will power I now pass to the vibration of universal 
love. I put from me every unkind thought towards any 
human being; and declare that I live in love to all alike.” 

■ The student may extend this, and repeat the sentiment 
in such words as he. fin’J seeking utterance. Sooner or 

‘later he will becc^^ycious of a “thrill,” whieh will 
tell him that by his tl'iought he is placing himself above 
the vibrations of his daily life, and rising into the ethereal 
vibrations of an altogether higher existence, containing 
possibilities of “thought creations” of which he has never 
dreamed. He has now taken the first step; and the stu­
dent must remember that progi’ess is impossible until it 
has been taken. It is based on truth. No man can play 
the hypocrite to his own soul. If he cling to his old 
thought, and perhaps his old “bad habit,” he cannot 
talk'or think himself on to this step in progress. Pure 
aspiration is indispensable. It is possible, under some 
great excitement, to reach this mental state for a moment 
or an hour; and even that experience will be memorable 
for a lifetime. Frenzied prayer at a shrine—the hyp­

. notje influence of a revival—even the excitement of love 
to' love, may at some favored moment have flashed tho 
possibility of the ethereal vibration to the human soul. 
But it. was lightning in the dark. A flash and gone 
again, witli the progress lost in the returning gloom.

. HARMONY THE KEY.
The careful student will now see that he cannot only 

t elimb, but retain all that he gains, for he knows the law 
. of his own progress. If it be that he can take this step 
' 'best by picturing to himself some ideal being, as repre­

senting to him all love and power, he need not fear. The 
thought.is really the same; the vibration is gained; and 
he will have learned that he can now by daily practice 
enter this domain of his higher consciousness by the ex­
ercise of his own thought power, and at any suitable 
time. He may now, like my friend, feel as if he had re­
gained a lost Eden, and for a time feast in the conscious­
ness of soul life into which this vibration has admitted 
him. Progress is a function of soul life, and will not be 
denied, but the student will see that, as a logical conse- 
qqence of his own experience, it can only be gained by 

’ the use of his own thought power advancing steadily into 
this realm of vibration. Some day even the ethereal may 
be outranked for him by the celestial. So he will not 
settle down into any system of prayer or praise. If he 
has been a careful student he will have learned that no 
expenditure of dollars for lessons by adepts, will help 
him to another step. Of course associated effort, when 
“harmonious” is far more powerful than he ean exert 
alone. But that word “harmonious” unlocks the secret. 
Only those on the same plane of vibratory thought are 
harmonious, and all on that plane are harmonious by nat­
ural law. He is working in the vibrations where love 
reigns supreme. On that plane all are in harmony, as a 
matter of cause and' effect. But that includes invisible 
men and women, as well as those in mortal form; and ex­
cludes all, whether visible or invisible, on the lower level. 
So the student has won all the association he needs. He 
commands it as the law of his new life, and need not go 
a step out of his way to ask mortals to help him; nor need 
he subscribe to any association promising to help him into 
adeptship.

. My friend soon realized this, and found that although 
he had gained his step he must do his climbing alone, as 
much as ever; and that there was positively nothing for 
him, of any real value, in any of the world’s beliefs or sys­
tems of theology. He recognized that all along human 
history the world’s Messiahs had sought to induce or com­
pel belief by practicing as healers; and that the cure of 
disease had been the foundation of Christianity. He saw 
that the various “thought cure” systems of to-day were 
decidedly theological, so he proceeded to investigate the 
extent of this thought power upon himself, when divested 
of all religious association. .

EXPERIMENTATION. -

Tairing advantage of a wakeful hour in the night he 
placed himself amidst the ethereal vibrations by the pro­
cess already described, and found, by experiment, that he 
could concentrate the “thrill” at any desired portion of 
his organism- This meant that, for the time being, he 
was altering the vibration at the point of concentration. 
Commencing from the foot he slowly passed upward, lin­

-gering for a time at each organ, until he had reached the 
brain. To his surprise he discovered that the pleasing 
experiment had occupied several hours of practical 

■ thought concentration, and watchfulness of the effect. 
The student will have no difficulty in understanding what 
had taken place. My friend was experimenting with the 
power of harmonious vibration by applying it in concen­
trated force to each organ in his mortal body. Harmony 
is health. Disharmony means sickness, suffering and dis-

| seems to have been encouraged to continue in healthy 
.: activity, as becomes a liver, moving amidst the vibrations 

' of congenial society. So his experiment had become to 
him a demonstrated success. He had learned, and

ease. So lie was tlius expelling the foe and welcoming 
the true friend; It so happened that almost all his life 
he had had to do battle with a torpid liver, wliich had; 
come to him as an ancestral legacy. And whenever he 
had been conscious of an attempt at rebellion by that in­
dustrious organ he had fought back, by methods more or 
less orthodox. Just at this time lus liver bad given him 
warning to “look out.” He now proceeded to turn on 
Mother Nature’s battery with the utmost power he could 
wield. For several minutes the fractious organ became 
the center of his experiment. The result was that for 
ynonths he has remnir’°d imen^oniaiui of it- u^—t.ricA, J*

proved that Mother Nature, M. D., was at his heck and 
call, by day and night; holding, as it were, a free clinic 
for his perpetual benefit.

This was good, and intensely practical. It had proved 
to him that the basis of every system of mental healing, 
whether prayer miracle—shrine cure—or the vaunted 
Christian Science, is an outreaching into the vibrations 
of Ether, and no more belongs to “Wonderland,” than 
the X-ray, which is now at man’s service for dollars in 
silver and gold. But be it noticed that Mother Nature, 
M. D,, presents no, bill-for her service. My friend next 
noticed that in most of the so-called “treatments” which 
had resulted in cure, the patient was not specially inter­
ested in the process until he found his trouble gone. 
Then he wanted to know all about it. For lack of any 
better explanation the credit of the shrine cure was given 
to the Holy Virgin or some venerated saint. The prayer 
cure was called a miracle perpetrated by God, with the 
direct understanding that the recipient was to go to 
church, or something worse might happen. The patient 
who had been blessed with Christian Science was encour­
aged to take a number of lessons—usually a dozen—from 
some graduate, by which he was violently supposed to 
learn the entire secret. " *

ETHEREAL VIBRATION.
Since there was thus no question that natural law was 

at work, whether at the shrine miracle—by orthodox 
prayer—by presence of the silent doctor—or by the act­
ive drug of the professional physician, my friend asked 
liimself how far these ethereal vibrations eould be pro­
jected into and through space? He installtly noticed 
that such vibrations must be in existence everywhere, and, 
like the X-ray, can be lured into activity alike at the 
North pole, South pole or the Equator. So that settled 
the question of projection, once for all. No one, neither 
God, angel nor man projects any healing power. But vi­
bration answers to vibration, as every musician knows. 
Let him use force that starts a certain vibration, and it is 
echoed by every string to which that vibration is a possi­
bility. So the patient is vibrating harmoniously, and 
Nature is fighting a hard battle to restore harmony. The 
evil conditions have perhaps permitted and encouraged 
certain forms of life which the scientific physician has 
labeled as “spores,” if vegetable, and as “bacteria,” if ani­
mal. As soon as the foe has been discovered and recog­
nized the scientist of to-day commences his attack on the 
same principle as that of the successful fruit grower. If 
a certain bug infests orchards and destroys trees the saga­
cious entomologist finds another kind of bug, and starts 
them to fighting it out in their own prize ring. The sci­
entist, varying the play, usually catches bacterial bugs in 
some victim, and by a careful system of interbreeding 
conducted in a harmless rabbit or horse evolves a race that 
fights the first settler, and captures his domain.. The dis­
ease vanishes Diphtheria is defeated. Small pox disap­
pears. Some may remember when sparrows were intro­
duced into America to fight bugs. They did their work 
well, but the American citizen would much prefer the 
bug of yesterday to the sparrow of to-day. And while 
the small pox and diphtheria have been defeated and 
driven back by the new foe, it is already a serious question 
as to what becomes of the “sparrow,” But my friend was 
not so much concerned with the drug or the bug question 
as with Iris examination into the power of thought, to do 
its work at a distance.

A “THOUGHT ATTACHMENT.”
By waiting until he was himself conscious of the ethe­

real vibration, he proceeded to make a “thought attach­
ment” to a neighbor who was suffering. The student will 
remember that the effect on my friend’s own organism 
was the result of a concentrated thought; first, itself lifted 
into higher vibrations, and then directed to a desired end. 
And this experiment soon proved to him that this concen­
tration can carry the health vibration to the diseased or­
gan of another as readily as to any portion of his own 
frame. Tliis is assuming not only his own power of men­
tal concentration, but the general susceptibility of the 
patient. He thus learns that the piteous prayer before 
the shrine—the fervent appeal of faith—the affirmations 
and denials of Mrs. Eddy and her school, are merely 
methods of attaining the necessary concentration, when 
Mother Nature, M. D., steps in and does the best work 
that conditions will permit.

RICH DISCOVERIES.
As soon as my friend had learned this lesson he left the 

entire field of healing to those whose taste leads them to 
stop there. He could now understand the laws at work, 
and pqrceive that rich and poor alike are children of the 
same Mother Nature, with the same privilege of attend­
ing her daily and hourly free clinics. He next began to 
watch for the effects of this scale of vibration upon the 
details of his daily life, and soon discovered they were 
very marked. There seemed to be none of the “hitches” 
in any direction. Whatever he undertook, whether for 
business or pleasure, seemed to begin and end in a har­
mony which affected all concerned, thus opening a vast 
field of possibilities for the student who seeks to infuse 
the harmonies of the higher life into his daily occupation. 
Enough was here outwrought in but a brief experience 
to show that true “occultism” does not demand that a 
man crawl into a hole and think for a score of years in a 
fanatical attempt to become a mahatma. H he but ac­
quire the delightful habit of using each vacant minute to 
send his will power into the higher vibration, he har­
monizes both himself and his surroundings, and is thus 
on the true path to success and happiness. There comes 
yet another and most cheering effect upon his inner life. 
If like my friend he has discovered a proved immortality, 
with its various grades of progressive or retrogressive so­
ciety, he finds himself able to measurably choose'and hold 
spirit friends on his own level and higher. Such privi- 
lieges are personal and private, for each to discover on his 
own plane of thought and aspiration; and the powers to 
be evolved are as sacred as the privilege.

These various experiments all prove the absurdity of 
the theological dream of a millennium, which is to be 
heaven-sent, and last for a thousand years. Everything 
possible to man'is in Nature’s storehouse now, and all 
ready for use. If he want a millennium he can have One, 
all to liimself, whenever he learns-and uses the creative 
power of Iris own thought And until then he can make 
no crutch of Bible and God by which to climb heaven­
ward. ’

Such is the satisfactory knowledge gained by those 
who have thus listened'to a few lessons by Prof. Nature, 
M. D., in a class open to every student whose earnest de­
sire for knowledge is counted as qualifying him for ma­
triculation in her college.

San Leandro, Cal. .
THE END. " .

“Nature Cure.” By Drs. M. E. and Rosa C. Conger. 
Excellent for every family. Cloth, $1.50. For sale at 
thia nffipo . ' !>,? ;; . ' ‘ - • ’ . ' ’

Lessons and Leadings in the Finer Fields 
of Science and Thought.

. Few persons, if apy, have a clearer perception of mat­
ters pertaining to the finer phases and forces of existence, 
than Miss Lilian Whiting,} JIer contributions to the study 
of the spiritual side of life .'and thought, the study of the 
physical from the spiritual' side, the correlation and inter­
penetration of the physical and the finer, ethereal and 
psychic world, are, exceedingly rich and instructive, em­
bodying tlie latest and. farthest reach of scientific rer 
search and the intuitive outreach of mind that sees and 
foreknows the truths toward which science is more or less 
knowingly approaching. Here is one of her recent pen 
utterances:

THE COMING NEW FAITH.
Rev. Dr. George A. Gordon, tlie pastor of the “New 

Old South” church, on Copley square, Boston, made a 
very notable address at Plymouth church on the Beecher 
anniversary, pleading for a new bod}' of ideas for the new 
faith. Everywhere there is the instinct of turning to a 
larger and truer interpretation of the spiritual laws. A 
great scientist has recently said’:

“The spirit-world is the normal, primitive, eternal 
world, pre-existent to and surviving everything else. The 
physical world is only secondary. It might cease to ex­
ist without changing the essentiality of the spiritual 
world* * * Man has two natures; by his body he par­
ticipates in the nature of .the animals; by his soul he par­
ticipates in the nature of spirits. -

“Death is tlie destruction of the material body, but the 
spirit preserves its other envelope, the ethereal body, in­
visible to us in itsihorpial state, but whieh can occasion­
ally be rendered visible, and even tangible, as in the case 
with apparitions.

“A spirit, therefore, is not an abstract, undefined being 
only to be conceived by thought; but is real, and, under 
certain conditions, appreciable to the sight, hearing and 
touch.”

Science, which has measured space in the heavens, 
which has weighed the stars, which has /found a way to 
speak over a distance of a thousand miles, wliich has in­
vented the means for extracting the iron scattered 
through tons of rock, buried deep in the everlasting liills, 
and has discovered the Roentgen ray, that shines through 
solid substance—science has now, with the sublimest as­
sertion of all, pushed its knowledge out beyond the limits 
of the physical life, and discovers the nature and the pro­
cesses of the change called death, and the conditions be­
yond on which the soul enters.

Death is the process of liberating the psychical (wliich 
is the real) body from the physical. Already the higher 
researchers in physiology haye found nerve fibres branch­
ing out that have no; discernible use. They are sporadic, 
and not merged in those neyves that center in ganglia and 
carry the sensations to or from the brain. The psychic 
investigation may form a,; hypothesis for these—one that 
shall see in them the connecting link between the phys­
ical and the ethereal bodies. It is already proven that 
the ethereal body is affected by the food and habits of the 
physical, and it has long ^>een realized through vague and 
unformulated experiences that sensations affect both 
bodies. This new discoyery may offer the physical basis 
of the spiritual body, and thus of immortality.

WHERE IS THE;SPIRITUAL WORLD?
Dr. Elmer Gates has discovered that, after exhausting 

the atmosphere,in a tube of his' invention (of a stronger 
power than the Crookes tube), something yet remains; 
and what is it? The'finer ether... And .what is the pur­
pose of this finer e|her? 11 It is the atmosphere of the 
ethereal body, The spiritual world is—where? In the 
atmosphere, in this finer ether, which fills all space. Now, 
if there is another world, corresponding to our own, all 
about us, and within this inner ether, what a tremendous 
fact that is! * What an important truth confronts us if 
ever at hand is this extension of a finer counterpart of all 
this realm; and if this, too, is not the shadow, but the sub­
stance, not the dream, but the reality. “For the things 
that are seen are temporal, but those that are not seen are 
eternal.” All results of research in art or science pale 
before the importance of clearly discerning the truth re­
garding this corresponding sphere, which is the realm of 
causes, while this one is the realm of effects.

The animal, the vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms, 
have their ethereal correspondences. Interpenetrated 
with this universe—as the psychical body is interpene­
trated with the physical body—is the ethereal universe, 
and, when liberated from the physical body and the phys­
ical world, man enters on what seems to him a counter­
part—only far more beautiful—of the world and the life 
he has left. There is no violent and extraordinary 
change. Indeed, the first feeling is of wonder that the 
change is so little, the aspect of the “undiscovered coun­
try” so natural.

“Now there is a perfect form,” writes an authority from 
the other side of life,” composed of magnetism and elec­
tricity, and the magnetic form and the electric form bear 
the soul within them. The soul is the guiding principle 
of the spiritual body, and it clothes itself with magnetism 
and electricity. Now, when the soul leaves the material 
body it takes the magnetic and electric body with it, for 
these are inseparable. Magnetism is invisible, except un­
der certain conditions, and if man did not have a mag­
netic and an electric body there would be no heat within 
him, for it is the uniting of magnetism and electricity 
that causes all light and heat. When the magnetism and 
electricity are withdrawn, the physical body decays, for 
its animating principle, all that could think, see, and 
hear, has left it. All that thinks, sees, or feels the spirit­
ual body retains, for these are of the soul, and .not of the 
material body. The soul is the animating principle of 
this electric and magnetic body, and it can move with the 
swiftness of electricity, or gently float, or remain quies­
cent.”

It is more than suspected by scientists that the ether is 
electric in all its properties. The magnetic waves of the 
atmosphere have long .beep known to science, and there 
are undoubtedly in the atmosphere itself all the com­
bined qualities of thj two Worlds, interpenetrated.

. iLH&hs ONE.

The first state aftqy dept]i isno more a final one than is 
this present one. Itjs atcondition of growth, of progress, 
of hope, and of faith.- Truth and love are its forces, and 
there is no reason w^y tlifese forces should not be the fac­
tors of life here, as^welL ’ The acceptance of the great 
fundamental truth that ^ife is one and indivisible is the 
basis of hope and of happiness and offers the true incen­
tive to progress. T$e acceptance of the true philosophy 
of the succeeding states ,gpd conditions of life alleviates 
and will, in the end, conquer the pain and sorrow now 
caused by death. This bfie reason alone, aside from its 
potent aid to progress, v^flld be sufficient to commend it 
to the minds of all..;’- The poet’s insight proclaims the 
truth in the lines: < :• . .

The spirit-world around the world of sense 
Floats like an atmosphere. . .

“Yes, “Life is one.” The thought is common that the 
present life and the life after death are in some way sep­
arable and different, disconnected from each other, and 
of different quality. The orthodox “believer” expects to 
be translated to a heavenly state of existence, something 
totally different from this life—a distinct break in his 
chain of continuity', physical and spiritual. Such views 
are unphilosophic, contrary to reason, unnatural and not 
in accord with the great laws of growth, evolution and de­
velopment. • . . .

As well expect that a transit from America to Europe,

from Maine to California, or from one’s residence to the 
street, from one’s fireside to the open ah- and the park, 
will miraculously make one a changed being iu mental, 
moral and spiritual character. ■

No; moral and spiritual change and growth are not 
thus effected; such change, varying as it may in degree of 
quickness, is always connected, continuous—not riiarked 
with or divided by chasms or breaks. .

“Heaven is not reached by a single bound;
But we build the ladder by which we rise
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to its summit round by round.”
Hammond, Ind. JAS. C. UNDERHILL.

"I WANT A REST”
So the Weary Spirit Called on the Theo­

logical Student.

SPOOK MADE FIVE VISITS—IN A DEEP SEPUL­
CHRAL TONE IT BEGGED TINGLER TO GO
WITHIT. .
Lancaster, Pa.,—Victor J. Tingler, a student in the 

theological seminary of the Reformed Church in this city, 
the leading' theological institution of that creed in the 
United States, has startled his fellow seminarians and the 
faculty, as well as tlie student body and faculty of Frank­
lin and Marshal College, by a grewsome story of ghostly 
visitations wliich he lias had during the past week at his 
boarding house, which is located within easy distance of 
the classic halls of learning.

Tingler says the family and other boarders in the house 
fled the place a few days ago on account of nightly mani­
festations of a supernatural order whieh quite upset them, 
but it remained for him to come in contact with the 
ghostly wanderer. During the past week, he to-day in­
formed the professors and students of the seminary, he 
has had no less than five visits from the unearthly being, 
and has seen and talked with it, the ghost insisting every 
time that it wanted rest, and asking Tingler to accom­
pany it from the house.

Tingler describes the apparition as Being in the form of 
a man of shadowy substance and with a deep sepulchral 
voice. When the last visit occurred, Tingler says a stu­
dent of Franklin and Marshall College, Ralph Zimmer­
man, was calling upon him. The latter was standing in 
the doorway of Tingler’s room when the light suddenly 
went out. Zimmerman says he heard a strange sort of 
conversation for a few minutes, which he was unable to 
distinguish, when tho lamp’s flame appeared as mysteri­
ously as it had disappeared.

Tingley told his friend he had received a call from his 
ghostly guest, who desired his presence upstairs. The 
two students followed the mysterious apparition, which 
then supplicated Tingler to accompany him to some point 
where it said, “I may be at rest.” Zimmerman prevailed 
on Tingler to decline this invitation.

Spirit Communication.
Neither dead nor sleeping, but thoroughly awake to the 

exigencies of the times. The fact has revealed itself, 
that the time has arrived for new expression from the 
point of view from whieh now, with us, everything is re­
garded. In the old familiar hymn of long ago we heard 
that “God works in a mysterious way his wonders to per- 
form.”Yet to but few had the thought reached that this
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AFTER HER DEATH.
THE STORY OF A SUMMER.

BY LILIAN WHITING.

Pervaded with pure and beautiful spirituality of 
thought. Instructive and helpful to all who love and 
seek the higher and finer ways of spiritual experience. 
Price, #1.00. For sale at thia office.

THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL
SERIES ONE AND TWO. 

BY LILIAN WHITING.

Two choice volume., each complete In Itself, la 
Which spirituality la related to everyday life la such 
Bway a. to make the world beautiful. Each *1.00.

For sale at thia office,

OLD AND NEW 
PSYCHOLOGY.

BY W. J. COLVILLE.

Reports of twenty-four distinct lectures, recently 
delivered tn New York, Brooklyn, Boston, Philadel­
phia aud other prominent cities of the United 
States, have contributed the basis of this volume.

The chief alm throughout the volume han been to 
arouse increased interest In the workable possibili­
ties of a theory of human nature, thoroughly optim­
istic and at the same time, profoundly ethical. As 
several chapters are devoted to Improved methods of 
education, the writer confidently expects that many 
parents, teachers and others who have charge of tho 
young, or who are called upon to exercise supervision 
over the morally weak and mentally afflicted, will de­
rive some help from the doctrines herewith promul­
gated.

CONTENTS.
What Is Psychology? The True Basis of the Science, 
Rational Psychology as presented by Aristotle and

Swedenborg, with Reflections thereon. . 
Relation of Psychology to Practical Education. • 
A Study of the Human Will.
Imagination; Its Practical Value.
Memory; Have we Two Memories?
Instinct, Reason nnd Intuition. -
Psychology and Psycurgy.
Mental and Moral Healing in the Light of Certain New

Aspects of Psychology. -
Music; Its Moral and Therapeutic Value.
The Power of Thought; How to Develop and I rjeass

Concentration of Thought, and what it Can Accom­
plish. - :

A Study of Hypnotism. * .
The New Psychology as Applied to Education and

Moral Evolution .
Telepathy aud Transference of Thought, or Mental 

Telegraphy.
Mediumship, Its Nature and Uses. .
Habits, How Acquired and how Mastered; with soma 

Comments on Obsession and its Remedy.
Seership and Prophecy. J
Dreamsand Visions.
Tbe Scientific Ghost and tbe Problem of the Human 

Double.
The Human Aura.
Heredity and Environment.
Astrology, Palmistry and Periodicity; their Bearing 

on Psychology.
Individuality vs.Eccentricity -
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JESUS AND THE WHIMsT
-OK- ,

CHRIST AND MEDIUMSHIP.
°“reful comparison ot some ot tho Spiritualist ! 

and Mediumship of the Bible with that of to day. W 
Masas Hull. An invincible argument proving that 
Jesus was only a medium, subject to all th? condi­
tions of modern mediumship. It also shown that ail 
the manifestations throughout ths Old and New 1VJU*< 
ment were under the same conditions that mediums 
require to-day; and that the coining of Christ Is the re­
turn of mediumship to the world. <8 pages. Price. 
10 cents. For sale at this office. -

TFFOmrOF LIFE,
-OR-mysterious movement was the wonderful power of evolu­

tion, destined, later on, to bring forth revelations of most. THREE-FOLD POWER OF SEX. 
significant import, with a clearing of the deep mysteries 
by which the human race lias been so affected. In the
hidden recesses of the human mind, incrusted with layer 
upon layer of inbred peculiarities, has commenced a work,

BY LOIS WAISBROOKER,

This Is one of the author’s most useful and In* 
r r i x / ■tractive books. This work should be read by every

a seething of the waters, which is to bear fruit of a most n^n “^ woman, price, so cents. For sale at 
. , - . - - • -_ _ . _ office.
true and perfect quality. Nothing has been, or is now, - 
which can compare with what is at hand for the immedi-r . “THE WATSEKA WONDER.”
ate future. The unusual commotion in the material life, To the Btudent of n.yohlc phenomuM, this pamphlet 
which has for some time been rife, portends great changes
soon, and the greater the commotion the more desirable
shall be the outcome.

For myself, I have passed out with my true spiritual 
nature far from its unfoldment. I had immediately to 
set to work, like a schoolboy, to learn the alphabet for 
spiritual upbuilding. Apt teachers of rare experience 
were ready at my call to assist my too-backward mind. 
But for the most part I was left to my own devices to ob­
tain the necessary knowledge.

Not a great while was I in clearing my mind of long- 
indulged prejudices and in imbibing ideas which, like an 
elixir, opened to my vision vistas, of such beauty and ex­
tent as to produce the most ecstatic and reverential feel­
ings. And I had dreaded the change, wliich was to 
crown me with a climax so far beyond human comprehen­
sion, so divinely perfect, so comprehensive of all to be de­
sired. *

Not that I have as yet attained all this, for thus far I 
am only working towards it. But the goal can be reached 
and many are striving for it. As I have hinted all that 
seems confusing and tending towards dissolution on earth 
is but an expression of the unconscious in man, for some­
thing better, more satisfying, more lasting—for condi­
tions which shall seemingly make life better worth the 
living, by advancing the world on higher lines of thought 
and of action. OLIVER W. HOLMES.

I Lurancy Vennum, of WuUolca, IU., and Mary Key. 
nolds, of Venango county. Ft. Far date at Ulla office. 
Frlc. IS cent*.

MAfiOMeT,
His Birth, Character and Doctrine,

BY EDWARD GIBBON.

This is No. 6 of the Library of Liberal Classics. JV 
is conceded to be historically correct, and so exact and 
perfect In every detail as to be practically beyond the 
reach of advene criticism. This work will bo found 
Intensely Interesting. Price, 25c. Sold at this office.

WAS

(WH|W LllfCOLlI
A SPIRITUALIST? '

-OR- . '

Curious Revelations from the Life 
of a Trance Medium. .

-BY- .'■■
MRS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD

Together with Portraits, Letters and
Poems. Illustrated with Engrav- > 

Ings and Frontispiece of Lin- 
coin, from Carpenter's

Portrait from Life. “ .

HARMONY.

The waves beat high ’gainst the rock-bound shore, 
The lightnings flash and the thunders roar, 
All nature seems on some mischief bent— 
Destruction, at times, seems her intent.
Is Nature to-day in her very worst mood? 
Can this be harmony not understood? 
Who krioweth best, let her now tell. 
Listen: Our laws blend in harmony well, 
Our forces are mighty, explain as we will, 
Combined they may be for good or for ill, - 
Quiet and calm give a dearth to the mind, 
And Nature has forces and laws undefined;
Mankind to this mother must ever be true, 
Rise and fall with the tide, feel impulses new; 
Mental storms and bright sunshine you often may see, 
Mankind and nature ever blended must be.
Hence the fruits and the flowers by direction are born, 
Results of the. sunshine, the wind and the storm; 
Thus the children of earth with our forces must blend; 
Better understand Nature, and God comprehend.

MRS. L. A. COFFIN.

“Woman, Church and State ” By Matilda Joslyn 
Gage. A royal volume, of more than common intrinsic 
value. The subject is treated with masterly ability; show­
ing what the church has and has not done for woman. 
It is full of information on the subject, and should be 
read by every one. Price $2, postpaid. For sale at this 
office. .

“Human Culture and Cure, Marriage, Sexual Develop­
ment, and Social Upbuilding.” By E. D. Babbitt, M. 
D., LL.D. A most exceUent and very valuable work, by 
the Dean of the College of Fine Forces, and author of 
other important volumes on Health, Social Science, Re­
ligion,etc. Price, cloth, 75 cents. For sale at this office.

“The Strike of a Sex.” By George N. Miller. Price 
25 cents. For sale at tins office. .

“After the Sex Struck.” By George N. Miller. Price 
25 cents. For sale this office, .. .; .

This book will be found peculiar, curlcas, startling! 
—more so than any work Issued since Uncle Tonri 
Cabin. It breathes forgotten whispers which the rust 
of time had almost covered, and which have been 
snatched from the very jaws of oblivion. It deals 
with high official private life during the most moment*' 
ous period in American History, and Is a secret page 
from the life of him whom time serves only to make 
greater, more appreciated, and more understood— 
“Abbaham Lincoln." ''’

Cloth, 12mo, illustrated, pp. 264, ^l%5Qi 
Paper, 7A cents. -'F ..­

For Sale at this office.

Origin, Development and Destiny 
of Man.

A Scientific and Philosophical 
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

Contents: The Beginnings; Fundamental Frincl* 
plcs; Formation of Constellations, Systems, Suns 
Planets and Satellites. The Origin of Metco*- and 
Comets; The Organic Kingdom; The Origin of Man; 
Man—His Attributes and Powers; Tbe Soul—How It 
Receives and Imparts Enowledge; How the Soul Re­
ceives Its Highest Impressions; The Record Book, or 
The Heavenly Ether; How to Cultivate tho Sixth 
Sense; Tho Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth and De* 
generation; Morally, Spiritualism Proved by the 
Bible; The Bible nnd Christ; The Summary: “What 
Must We Do to Bo Saved." For sale at this office­

Price, Clot,b, $1^5. Paper, 50c,

INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS 
Before the New York Unitarian Club. The first time 
In the history of the world that n Christian Association 
ever Invited a noted Infidel to lecture before them 
?iv iture 8 Q ^^^ ^^ nnd was received by the 
Club with continuous applause from beginning to end*' 
The pamphlet contains 12 pages, beautifully printed* 
Price 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents.

The Religion of Spiritualism/­
. Its Phenomena and Philosophy. By Rer. Samuel 
Watson. This work was written by a modern Savior, 
a grand and noble man. Price #1.00*

“SOCIAL UPBUILDlNc” 
Including Co-operative Systems and tho Happlnesi 
and Ennoblement of Humanity, By E. D. Babbitt, 
LL. D., M. D. This comprises the last part of Human ■ 
Culture and Cure, Paper cover, 15c. For sale at 
this office.

AN EXCELLENT WORK.
T)EATH AMD THE AFTER-LIFE..

Tbe MStellar Key” la tbo Philosophical Intm* ■ 
auction to tbe revelation! contained In this boot ' 
Bomo idea of thia little volume maybe gained from th* - 
following tabic of contents: 1—Death and the After. ; 
Life; 2—Scenes In tlie Summer-Land; 3—Society lathe 
Sammer-Land; 4—Social Centres in tbe Summer-Land f 
5—Winter-Land and Summer Land; 6— Language umb ' 
Life In Summer-Land; 7—Material Work for Spiritual 
Workers; 8—Ultimate^ In tho Summer-Land: f*—Volet 
from Jamea Victor Wilson. This enlarged edition cow* 
tains more than double the amount of matter Vvf*jr£ 
mer editions, and Ik enriched by a beautirur tronob^-' 
piece, Illustrating the “formation of the Spirits*!^ 
Body.” Cloth 75 cent* Postage 5 ceat* For mN •
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should be at Its height and the deeply

“The Religion of Humanity, a Philos­
ophy of Life.” By J, Leon Benwell. 
An interesting and thoughtful pamph­
let Pric® 15 cents. For sale at this 
office.
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The war is on; the battle is joined; the conflict is n 
ing; and it will yet rage more and more before it js3na 
settled. ■

ANXIOUS TO PLEASE. "

EFFECT OF PERNICIOUS BELIEF.

NO DATE WAS FIXED.

INTOLERANT.

TAKE NOTICE!

Jesuits and Germany.

MISERABLE, MORE MISERABLE, MOST -MISER­
ABLE.

' A GREAT, GLAD TR^TH. < '

LAMBS AND SHEPHERDS.

Make the Battle Sharp; Make the Victory 
Decisive, > u

Ar MERRY GURISTMAS!
»
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'fMNflkedaverv Saturday at 4# loaiute Street

J.IL FRANCIS. Editor and Publisher.

lotted at Chicago Poatotfice at second-class matter.

TERMS OF BUEBCETPT1ON.
Tax Peogeesbivi Thinker will be furaUhed until 

further notice, at the following term*. Invariably In 
advance:
One year............
Six months.......
Thirteen weeks. 
Single copy.....
. REMITTANCES-
• Remit by Postoffice Money Order, Registered Letter, 
ar draft on •Chicago or New York. It costs from 10 
to IB cents to get checks cashed on local banks, so don’t 
sand them umea* you wish that amount deducted from 
the amount sent. Direct all letters to J. B. Francis, 
No. <0 Loomis Street, Chicago, 111.

CLUBS! IMPORTANT SUGGESTION!
Ai there are tbousandi who will at first venture 

only twenty-five cents for Tax Progressive Thinkeb 
thirteen weeks, we would sugeest to those who receive 
a sample copy, to solicit several others to unite with 
them, and thus be able to remit from *1 to *10, or even 
more than the latter sum A largo number of little 
amounts will make a largo sum lotah and thus extend 
the field of our labor ana usefulness. The mime sue- 
gesfion will apply in all cases of renewal of subscrip* 
Bona—solicit others to aid In the good work. You will 
experience no difficulty whatever iu Inducing Spiritu­
alists to subscribe for The Progressive Thinker, 
for not one of them can afford to be without the valua­
ble Information Imparted therein each week, and at 
the price of only about two cents per wbek

A Bountiful Harvest for 25 Cents*
Do yon want a more bountiful harvest than we can 

fire you tor 25 centsP Just p#uso and think for a mo­
ment what an Intellectual feast that email investment 
will furnish you. The subscription price of The Pro­
gressive Thinker thirteen weeks Is only twenty-five 
ceutfl For that amount you obtain one hundred and 
four pages of solid, substantial, soul-elevating, mid 
mind-refreshing reading matter, equivalent to a medi­
um-sized book I

W At expiration of subscription, if not renewed, 
the paper is dlacontinued No bills will be sent for ex* 
tra numbers.

yar* if you do not receive your paper promptly, 
write to us, aud errors in address will be promptly 
corrected, and missing numbers supplied gratis.
O’ Whenever you desire the address of your paper 

changed, always give the address of the place to which 
it is then tent. or the change cannot be made.
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POOR snow FOR COVERT & CO.
Several letters are to baud from wide­

ly separated places in Michigan, show­
ing the Antis are being repulsed wher­
ever they go in that state, in attempts 
at organization. The movement is not 
of the people. There was no demand 
for it It was a device of the agitators 
to get up an organization, wherein they 
would be leaders, hoping to gain em­
ployment and a large reward for their 
label's. They knew of the gullibility of 
tho church. Racking the requisite men­
tal caliber to succeed in the ordinary 
way of pulpit oratory, and hell getting 
unpopular, they thought to set up a na­
tional organization wherein they would 
be at tho head, to fight an almost whol­
ly unorganized sentiment, which in fifty 
years has taken root and grown into 
mammoth proportions, bidding fair to 
supersede the ancient myths, which 
during the last thousand years have 
grown into Christianity.

Persecution never accomplished its 
end. It never will. It attempted to 
crush the Mormons. That Christian 
sect has grown stronger by the opposi­
tion employed to crush it. It will be so 
with Spiritualism. It has been difficult 
to organize the new faith into a body, 
because its believers have come out 
from all the churches, millions still re­
maining inside for social purposes; but 
pressure from without forces them into 
organization, that they may stand 
shoulder to shoulder to resist the ag­
gressions of the enemy.

Were our counsels heeded but one 
bond of union would be taken into con­
sideration in forming societies, and that 
a belief in a future life, and iu the com­
munion of spirits. AU else is second­
ary, unimportant, and sources of dis­
cord. A belief In the Bible, In Jesus ns 
the son of God, an endless hell, are sec­
ondary matters on which Spiritualists 
are divided, each being at full liberty 
to entertain whatever view he pleases, 
and each tolerant of conflicting opin­
ions. The Progressive Thinker has no 
use for these old-time teachings, neither 
has it an inclination to quarrel with 
those who entertain faith in them.

Unless we mistake the signs of the 
times, Messrs. Covert, Becker, Haga­
man & Co. will find their own hench­
men .violently opposed to tlieir guerilla 
methods, and will take measures to sl-

' ■ SALVATJQN BY ^
One of the Southern penitehiiariea li 

reported in rebrtlion because the offi­
cers In charge haive made a rule requir­
ing all Inmates to attend Sunday wor- 
ffiiip, else go hungry. Apparently con­
scious of the pernicious teaching which 
made them criminal; the prisoners 
spurn a continuance of church stuffing. 
It would seem the statistics of State 
prisons ought to teach wardens, and 
those in charge of penal institutions, 
that the inculcation of creeds does not 
reform offenders. The Double is, a per­
son priest-led will not learn by observa­
tion. The preacher, in the practice of 
his calling, is ever boasting of the su­
periority of his wares, and of the re­
formatory character of his work. And 
the thoughtless never stop to' reflect 
that belief contributes no part in mak­
ing men moral. The thief was none the 
less a thief even if Jesus did tell him, 
for simply believing he was the Christ: 
“To-day thou shalt be with me in para­
dise.” . ■

Every person reared in the ehurch has 
been taught that repentance and nn ap­
peal to Jesus for mercy, however great 
his sins, even at the last hour of life, 
will insure the offender forgiveness and 
a reserved seat in the Father's man­
sions. The preacher in his desk pan­
ders to this horrible faith by begging 
the uuregenerate to “Come forward, 
now; lay aside your sins; accept the 
mercy of the Saylor's atoning blood, 
and enter into the joys of the Lord. 
Defer for one hour and it may be ever­
lastingly too late, yea, for one minute, 
for life is uncertain and moments are 
precious.” *

After a sensational discourse of 
which this is an epitome, the victim 
who has been plunged in guilt feels his 
danger, accepts the proffered grace, is 
baptized, and becomes a devout Chris­
tian; All his long catalogue of crimes 
are condoned, and he joins his fellows 
in begging 14s late associates to fie? the 
wrath to came, to discard their unbe­
lieving hearts, accept the faith apd be 
saved.

In this manner the ehurch becomes 
the receptacle if the most hardened. 
But rarely if ever Is there any attempt 
at restitution for past offenses.' They 
are the same at heart as before the con­
version, save they have become hypo­
crites, and conceal under their church 
cloak their former guilt.

This is no fancy picture. It is faith­
ful to life, as all know who will stop to 
think and investigate the subject free 
from sectarian bias.

W TO W WW

The enemy is unscrupulous, and aggressive. Our foes 
mean destruction to Spiritualism, Some of thein ale 
perliaps animated by sincere though mistaken reason of 
their own, believing that Spiritualism is a huge fraud and 
delusion, based upon trickery and fraudulent manifefita- 
tions. Others, just.as sincere, believe there are genuine 
spiritual manifestations, but of evil spirits only—the 
works of the Devil; and to them the Devil is as real a per­
sonage as God is—and the Devil’s power is so great and 
far reaching that he is approximately—so far, at least, as 
man on earth is concerned—omnipresent and all-know­
ing- .

Another class is composed of those who aforetime prac­
ticed fraudulent “mediumship,” those who deliberately 
and continuously practiced fraud in the name of Spirit­
ualism—for the sake of the pitiful pelf of which they 
swindled people, according to their own admissions and 
confessions, and are now operating as exposeys, etc., for 
the same reason—pelf. -

The first two of these classes are entitled to a degree of 
respect, according to their honesty—and ignorance; yet 
with more or less abatement of that respect, in degree as 
their ignorance is willful and self-imposed. The third 
class is entitled only to om- contempt and pity. .

In Michigan, in Ohio, in Indiana, in other states the 
Anti-Spiritualists have tlieir agents and representatives at 
work, endeavoring to incite organized opposition to Spir­
itualism and especially to mediums.

It is a notable fact, from the accounts we hear, from 
the press and other sources, that the strength (and weak­
ness) of these parties consists in persistent misrepresenta­
tion of Spiritualists and Spiritualism, and attempts to in­
cite prejudice and animosity by playing upon the corre­
lated religious bias and ignorance of their auditors.

Do They Suffer the Tortures of the Damned

lence them, at least they will be 
lowed to die of inanition.

SACRED MUSIC.
Dr. Atchison, of Illinois, in the recent 

Methodist Congress in session in Pitts­
burg, said:

“Sacred song in certain branches of 
the Methodist church has degenerated 
into a caricature.”

The Washington Post says, “The Doc­
tor spoke a truth which has unfortu­
nately been self-evident for several 
years. The trouble is that this Sunday­
school musie is machine-made. It is 
ground out to meet a demand. There 
are some exceptions, of course, but 
these are few, too few. They are oases 
in a dreary desert of pure balderdash 
and rot.”

And is not very much of the church 
music, and the accompanying hymns, 
so frequently aped by Spiritualist so­
cieties, liable to the same charge of 
“balderdash and rot?" Brigham Young 
never uttered a better thing than when 
he said his people could not afford to 
let the Devil have all the good music. 
He acted wisely in abandoning the 
dronish airs of three hundred years 
ago, and substituting modern secular, 
music. Spiritual societies can borrow 
this idea with profit from the Mormons, 
and they will do so when they cease to 
be led by Mrs. Grundy.

MONKISH DISCLOSURE.
Joseph McCabe, who entered on

monastic life in Ireland when but six­
teen years of age, and who spent twelve 
years in that country, else in London or 
the English provinces under monastic 
discipline, has just published a work 
entitled “TwelveYears in a Monastery.” 
It is said to have fallen like a bomb­
shell in Catholic circles. The most en­
lightening chapter is reported to be that 
on the “Vocation of Monasticism.” 
Convinced of- the falsity, the cruelty, 
the degradation and the horror of the 
system, he renounced it, and the Roman 
church which makes such Institutions 
possible, at the Baine time. A London 
reviewer congratulates Mr, McCabe 
that he is living in the Victorian age, 
and adds:

“If this were the nge of Mary Tudor, 
or if the Roman Catholic church were 
as powerful now as then, most of us 
would be trooping to see McCabe fried 
at Smithfield.”

FIRST SPIRITUAL WORK TO BE 
A TRANSLATED lAPO JAPANESE.
i “What Is /Spiritualism,” an'Apage 
\ tract by Hudson Tuttle, of which thir­
ty-two thousand have been circulated, 
la being translated by an interested Jap-

■ aAese scholar, and will be published in 
■•that language. We believe this is the 
iitat spiritual work issued in that 
#Bgu^

This has always been a world of dis­
cord and strife. Elemental, contentions 
find their parallels in the social world 
and in church circles. The Baptist 
church at Fairview, Indiana, is terribly 
agitated over the character of Its mu­
sic. One party wanted an organ. If 
sweet sounds delight the ears of the In­
finite, why not aid the voice of the song­
ster with artificial melody? But Deacon 
Cobble entertained antique views. He 
said he would rather see the space an 
organ would fill in the church occupied 
by a dealer licensed to sell whisky. 
The organ was bought and Deacon Cob­
ble, with his crazy notions, withdrew 
from the church. He would not be re­
sponsible for the insult to God which 
an organ In aid of the human voice im­
plied.

Brother Cobble was actuated by prin­
ciple, as was proved a few days later, 
when his sister died. She had re­
quested during her last hours, that 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee,” should be 
sung, accompanied by the organ, at her 
funeral exercises. Brother Cobble could 
not endure such desecration, hence he 
left the house of mourning to weep 
alone and think damn. At the grave 
floral offerings brought to decorate the 
casket had to be removed to prevent a 
scene of discord.

The Progressive Thinker would be 
grieved If any Spiritualist should de­
mean himself as did Brother Cobble on 
these occasions. But how much short 
of it do they come when they decline to 
attend public lectures because some one 
in the society has incurred their dis­
pleasure? He who aids in fighting our 
battles is entitled to our thanks, how­
ever greatly we may differ on all other 
issues. Our bond of union is a belief in 
an immortal life, and the ministrations 
of spirits. Why Incumber the cause 
with other issues? These are enough 
while the enemy Is gnawing at our 
vitals.

HANDS OFF.
Governor Desha, ofvKentueky, more 

than a half century ago, had. a son who 
was convicted of murder in that state. 
The governor promptly pardoned his 
son and he disappeared. That son is 
now the most eloquent preacher In the 
Hawaiian islands. He knows the lan­
guage perfectly and his greatest ser­
mons are preached in it.—News item.

And such are the lenders of the Dole 
government in the Sandwich Islands, 
who number about 3,000. They 
usurped tlie machinery of government, 
deposed the native ruler, and are now 
extremely ambitious to transfer the 
islands to the United States, to the end 
that they may be protected in the pos­
session of their stolen plunder.

The subject of annexation to the 
United States should be submitted to a 
fair and impartial vote of every resl-, 
dent of the Islands, without regard to 
color or race, who are to suffer or be 
benefited by such annexation; then, if 
a majority favor it Congress could 
justly consider whether the United 
States would be the gainer. But with­
out suCli fair submission to the people 
the true, policy for a Republic is, 
“Hands off.” .

Rev. B. Breakfell, of Oskaloosa, Kan., 
convicted of horse-stealing, has been 
sent to the penitentiary for one year.

Rev. C. L. Berry, Presbyterian pas­
tor at Pawnee, Oklahoma, has just 
been sent to the penitentiary for three 
years for wholesale fraud' and swin­
dling. ■ “

Rev. Charles Green, pastor of a Bap­
tist church at Quincy, Hl., has been 
found guilty of unseemly conduct on 
the street and was fined $75.

Let ex-Brother Covert continue to 
bawl “.Thief, thief, stop, thief," for the 
bogies are on his track.

“Is there no balm in Gilead?’ cried 
the preacher.

The druggist in the front pew moved 
uneasily and rubbed his eyes.'

“All out of it, at present,” he mur­
mured, genUy; “but I can give you 
something just as good.” <

Afterward he slept ' more peacefully.
-Puck. ' ~ " -

CHARLES DAWBARN.
He closes this week an intensely in­

teresting series ot articles. They alone 
are worth more than a year’s subscrip? 
tion to The Progressive Thinker, and 
every reader of the paper will devoutly 
thank him for them. .

It cannot liave failed to attract the notice of any 
observant reader that in all the writings and speeches of 
the Anti-Spiritualists, there is nothing to be discovered 
but overflowings of theological prejudice and hate, set 
forth in terms of aspersion and vituperative bitterness, in 
which the views of Spiritualists are misrepresented, cari­
catured—and theologically damned. With that class, 
Spiritualism and fraud are synonymous terms—every me­
dium is a dishonest trickster, and every Spiritualist a 
knave or a fool—on the highroad to hell; or, if not tricks, 
the phenomena are “the works of the Devil.” .

Not even a mental microscope with clairvoyant propey- 
ties could espy an “argument” in their utterances. 
There are “miserable” attempts at sarcasm, “miserable” 
flings at Spiritualism, “miserable” epithets appliedito me­
diums, etc., “miserable” aspersions and assertieps p 
plenty, and a most “miserable” failure to present any- 
tliing bearing a semblance to real argument. ~

Meanwhile Spiritualism, though slain by the prowess 
of such opposers, continues to be a very lively cadaver, 
and like Banquo’s ghost, it “will not down.” -

Spiritualism lias so many good and sweet things to 
commend it to the judgment and the hearts of mankind, 
its philosophy so commends itself to the reason as ip con­
sonance with justice, righteousness and the reasonable­
ness of things; its doctrine (or knowledge) of the. com­
munion between the living and those who' haVe pd^d be­
yond the veil is so consonant to the longings of Joying 
human hearts, it is no wonder that it is receivedby mil­
lions as a glad truth; and it would be received by millions 
more were it not for the strong hold of churchly teach­
ings playing upon the prejudices and fears of “believers.”

The sweet tilings of Spiritualism appeal to the reason, 
the judgment, and the longing wants of the great heart 
of humanity.

The bigots of the church realize tliis, and sense the 
great danger to their craft, if the overflowing tide of Spir­
itualism is not checked in its course. Hence their hys­
terical efforts to “down” this rising and spreading efflux 
of spirit power threatening the engulfment of the aposta­
tized churches. •

The sweet reasonableness of the philosophy of Spirit­
ualism, and its facts and phenomena demonstrating spirit 
continuity and return are winning hundreds and thou­
sands of church-members, and not a few ministers accept 
the same, quietly or openly. The churches are being 
leavened by it—though many shrink from openly ac­
knowledging what they know to be the truth.

And indeed it is no wonder that the guileless lambs of 
the churches’ flocks gambol into our green pastures; nay, 
more, it is no wonder that the shepherds of the flocks 
are straying over outside the domain of their creeds and 
dogmas; and tiring of the mephitic odors of orthodox 
toadstools, they climb over their church walls, and pluck 
the sweet flowers, cull fragrant nosegays, and gather beau­
tiful cheerful bouquets from the lavish abundance grow­
ing in the garden of Spiritualism.

All these things of beauty and sweetness are so differ­
ent from the things of orthodoxy—the change is like a 
transition from hell to heaven! The reasonableness and 
beauty of the Spiritual philosophy, makes more apparent 
the unreasonableness and deformity of .the orthodox the­
ories and dogmas. The contrast is as the contrast be­
tween the radiant light of the sun at midday and the 
murky darkness of a slimy underground cavern, the abode 
of serpents, bats, toads and* lizards. Among all the 
things peculiar to orthodoxy there is nothing lovely, 
sweet or reasonable, when viewed by a mind normally 
free and unwarped by hideous theological teachings.' .

We must meet and. overcome the darkness and enmity 
of orthodoxy by spreading the heavenly light, the benigp? 
loving influence of Spiritualism. This is the poyer .by 
which we will conquer, aided as we will be by thetforces 
of the spirit-world. .. ^

And we want to impress upon Spiritualists this great 
truth: Activity on the part of Spiritualists is eyerrein?' 
forced and supplemented by activity on the part ofc omr, 
friends and helpers in the spirit-life. , o 6

Therefore, let there be earnest effort; let Spiritualist 
everywhere awake and work, hold meetings and stir‘up 
spirit of inquiry in people’s minds and engage public atj, 
tention. Now, as never before—thanks to our friends^ 
the. Anti-Spiritualists—may an interest be excited in tha 
public mind that will draw’ crowds eager to see, heAr; and* 
know for themselves. . . J I ?

Now is a time for the putting forth of special effort, tp 
excite new interest in the public mind, to incite desire tq 
learn, investigate, and know the Teal truth and fact? 
about the phenomena and philosophy of Spiritualism. '

And never forget that the chief auxiliary in all effort 
to educate the people, to spread the light, to strengthen 
and upbuild the cause, is an enlightened and vigorous 
spiritual press. Silent but effective is its work, carrying 
the truth to many minds unreached by the public speaker
and the medium.

The quality and standing of The Progressive Thinker 
are well known, therefore we feel free to ask friends of 
our cause to do all they can to secure subscribers for the 
same—the more the better for the cause. Remember 
that each yearly subscriber, on the terms elsewhere indi­
cated in this paper, will receive more than double the 
value of his money, besides helping the cause of Spiritual-: 

. ism, arid the victory of truth.

ORIGIN OF OHBISTMAS-IT WAS 
THE FAVORITE SEASON FOR 
HEATHEN FEASTING — EARLY 
TRAGEDY OF THE DAY—HOW 
DIOCLETIAN BURNED CHRIS­
TIANS IN THEIR TEMPLE—RE­
JECTED BY SOME RELIGIONS. ' 
It is too bad to destroy a popular be­

lief that has long existed in the minds 
of the people,,but the cold historical 
facts remain t|at Dec. 25 was not the 
birthday of Christ. It need make no 
difference to the merry-making of the 
day, but it is of - interest to know that 
the world is making a great festival 
out of an idea that is altogether erro­
neous so far as the date of the matter 
is concerned. .

According to the chronicler of Bible 
times, it was while the shepherds were 
watching their floeks In the' night that 
the good news was brought to them 
that in a manger at Bethlehem there 
had been born the babe who was to be 
the Savior of the world. If this was 
on Dee. 25, the shepherds were in an 
unenviable position, for at that time 
occurs the -rainy season in Judea, and 
the shepherds must have been thor­
oughly wet through, while the sheep 
were more in need of the ministering 
eare of a veterinary surgeon than of 
the watchfulness of their keepers.

It is not to be wondered at, however, 
that in all these centuries there has 
been a considerable mixing of dates and 
a large amount of commingling of fact 
with sentiment It has been so in the 
manner of the celebrations as well as 
in the dates. Some of the orthodox re­
ligious people who celebrate Christmas 
with sacred songs and carols will be 
shocked to learn that many of these 
are the survival of old pagan dirges 
that were the accompaniment of 
heathen feasts. It is so with many of 
the customs pertaining peculiarly to 
Christmas, such as the giving of pres­
ents, the adorning of the family Christ­
mas tree with toys, and the Illumination 
Of it with candles and lanterns. The 
church in tlie early days did its best to 
combat the tendency to amalgamate pa­
gan customs with the pure ceremonies 
of the church, but they would not be 
kept out, and so they have Come down 
in a sort of Christianized form, and In 
that shape receive the indorsement of 
all without regard to their origin.
CHANGED TO SUIT CHRISTIANITY

The church has changed the songs 
which the heathen used at their feasts 
into the grand liturgy of the Christmas 
service, and instead of the farces and 

, feasts that were in vogue with the pa­
gans have substituted the Christmas 
church entertainments and the carols, 
that partake partly of the character of 
religion and partly of a woridy charac­
ter. '

To trace the origin of the Christmas 
festival to its inception is a difficult 
matter, but so far as this has been done 
It would appear that the Emperor Com- 
modus, who presided over the destinies 
of Rome during the years 180 to 192 
A. D., was the first to establish a feast 
on this day. A hundred years later 
Diocletian, an antl-Clirlstlan riiler- of 
the Romans, while keeping court at 
Nlcomedia, heard that the Christians 
were assembled'in one of their churches 
for the celebration of their annual fes­
tival in commemoration of the birth of 
Christ, and, as he and his court were 
somewhat in need of amusement tliat 
would prove a variation of tlie highly- 
flavored but somewhat monotonous pro­
gramme of the Roman court, he con­
ceived tlie idea that it would be great 
sport to shut the Christians up in their 
temple, close the doors on them, and 
then fire the place, while the court gath­
ered around to see the fun arid hear the 
dying screams of the martyrs. They 
were disappointed as to the screaming, 
for tlie Christians met their fate with 
fortitude, and perished without a mur­
mur in the Are of their .temple. This 
is one of the earliest recorded instances 
of the day having been celebrated by a 
general festival among tlie Christians, 
and tlie story of their fate stands out 
as one of the first Christmas Incidents 
in the history of the church.

It became the fashion later to have 
Christian festivals, among them the 
feast of the Virgin, and various feasts, 
some new, some old pagan festivals, 
Christianized and rechristened, but, 
under a new name, deprived of their 
wickedness and rehabilitated so as to 
make them respectable festivities, mag­
nificent in their display, but free from 
the awful horrors of the heathen cele­
brations.

There seems to have been no uniform 
understanding in the early ages of the 
church as to-the date when the birth 
of the Savior should be observed. It 
was left to the discretion of the leaders 
of the various congregations. Some 
held the festival In May or April, while 
others decided that January was the 
proper month for the celebration, with­
out particular regard to the exact date 
of the month. A variety of causes 
eventually led to the celebration of the 
day on Dec. 25.

December had always been a popular 
month for such celebrations, even dur­
ing tlie heathen age? The pagans had 
been in favor of the month as the best 
for festive purposes, because it was a 
“between seasons” period of the year, 
when It was about time to begin active 
preparations for the coming season’s 
labors, and to say good-by to the part­
ing year with a glorious time of hilarity 
and a feast to the gods, who were to 
be propitiated so that the ensuing year 
should be as prosperous as the dying 
one. The Christians followed tlie pa­
gans in selecting this time as the fittest 
for tlie Christmas celebration, the great­
est feast of the new religion. It had 
been the chief time of feasting with the 
Celts and Germans of the North of the 
known world—as -then known. The 
great Yule feast was held during the 
twelve nights from Dec. 25 to Jan, 26, 
in commemoration of the return of the 
fiery sun "wheel. It was believed that 
during these dates the Germans could । 
trace tho personal movements of their 
great deities, Odin and Berchta, Hence, 
they gave up the time to thinking of 
their gods and fiattering them with 
feasts fit for gods, but partaken of by

pious in their happiest moods. The only 
concession they will make is to regard 
the day as a holiday when every one 
should enjoy himself to the best of his 
ability, leaving religion out of the ques- 
tilon altogether.
ROMAN CATHOLIC OBSERVANCE.

In the Roman Catholic Church the 
day is observed with more strictness 
than in any other religious body. The 
church begins its celebration at mid­
night of Christmas eve, and keeps it 
up until the following morning with all 
the magnificent ceremonies character­
istic of the Catholic festivities. Three 
masses are performed, one at midnight, 
one at daybreak on Christmas day, and 
another in the morning. In the Anglo- 
Catholic Church the day is also strictly 
observed in its religious phase. A spe­
cial service of song is arranged, the 
communion service is prefaced with a 
special feature, and the Athanasian 
creed is said or sung. ■

The handing down of old pagan cus­
toms Is not without its unpleasant feat­
ures. Among these may be mentioned 
the custom of giving presents to casual 
friends and employes, an evil that the 
Impecunious ones would gladly see con­
signed to the region of antiquity from 
which it sprung. So much of a nuis­
ance has become the demand in London 
of the domestic servants, public ser­
vants, letter-ea rrlers, street sweepers, 
and others for presents at the Christ­
mas time, that it has been seriously 
considered whether or not it would be 
advisable to invoke the aid of Parlia­
ment to make the giving of such pres­
ents an illegal act. The nuisance is not 
so deep-rooted in this country, but it Is 
growing and is likely to continue to 
grow so long as human nature remains 
unchanged.

The singing of carols on Christmas 
Is another of the antique features of the 
festival that has its queer side. It be­
gan with a legitimate purpose of sing­
ing songs in commemoration of the na­
tivity of Christ, but must have got into 
bad company in its career, for the 
Christmas carol sank lower and lower 
In the scale of respectability, until at 
last it became so bad that the clergy 
found it necessary to forbid the singing 
of carols altogether. The merry mon­
archs of England combined merriment 
and piety in such an Injudicious manner 
as to make the carol-singing savor too 
much of profanity to please the pre­
lates, and many of the old-time carols 
show a lamentable ignorance of the 
subject that they are supposed to have 
been written to commemorate.

The most dangerous period in the 
history of Christmas as a festivity was 
during the time of the Puritans. The 
festivity had lost altogether its religious 
aspect, and was little more than a big 
national jollification. The Puritans 
squelched the whole thing by abolish­
ing Christmas. Had the Puritans re­
frained a power in England the Christ­
mas festival might have succumbed 
and been buried forever, but with the 
restoration came another succession of 
the jovial monarchs, and it is not to be 
supposed that such a thoroughly whole- 
souled festival as Christmas would be 
allowed to remain in oblivion. It was 
resurrected from the obscurity into 
which the Puritans had cast it, and has 
come down to the present day with its 
heathen jollity and its Christian piety 
so closely allied that it is difficult to 
separate them. But Christmas has be­
come too deep-rooted a festival of feast­
ing and song for any damage to be done 
to it by reminiscent light from the dark 
ages rcgai'dlng the origin of the celebra­
tion.

Tlie above from the Chicago Tribune, 
contains Important farts about. Christ­
mas which should be known to all. It 
will not, however, prevent the readers 
of The Progressive Thinker from hav­
ing a good time.

THE HULL-COVERT 
DEBATE is sent to each 
subscriber. All the ad­
dresses, with the excep­
tion of the one in this 
issue, that have been pub­
lished up tn date, are 
contained in one pnper, 
bearing the date nn first 
page of October 30, and 
are numbered in the order 
in which they occur. We 
cannot furnish tn any ex­
tent back numbers of the 
paper, but can Supply the 
debate in full to each 
subscriber, as set forth 
above. The debate, when 
cnmpleted, sometime in 
February, 1898, will be 
contained in two numbers

ordinary men.
The Christian church has drawn 

largely upon these old German customs 
for its present day usages. Separate 
from the Christian festivals of Dec. 25 
everything that is a survival of the old 
heathen customs and there will be a 
tremendous weeding out of what adds 
essentially to the enjoyment of the day J 
Some churches have done this. In the 
country that Is acknowledged to be the 
strictest as regards the observance of 
the letter of religion in the. world—Scot­
land—lie stern Presbyterians refuse to 
accept Christmas nt all as a religious 
festival. They are supported in this 
by the English dissenters, who reject 
Christmas ns a human invention and 
as “savoring of papistical will-worship,”, 
casting away entirely the idea of its 
being' a time when religious fervor

of The Progressive Think­
er, which will he sold for 
five cents, enabling every­
one, at a nominal cost, to 
read the discussion. The 
debate comprises sixteen 
speeches.

Some questions from Brother Geo. F. Kittridge, 1#-. 
The Progressive Thinker of December 11, deserve atto* 
tion. He asks, “What is the use of a guardian or watdn J 
er, unless the subject guarded and watched is within thl' 
pale of the influence of such guardian?” etc. ?

I think it is evidenced in many ways, that all, or nearly] 
all, are “within the pale” of guardian influences. It 
not always necessary that the subject should be conscious 
of the presence and influence, to be within the pale of i».-’.^ 
fluence from heavenly watchers. There are many ways “ 
that mortals may be aided, protected, guided and directly 
or indirectly led to the light, and inspired with high in? 
centives, by guardian angels, while they plod along un­
conscious of the gentle guidance of the unseen. I think 
there are very few, if any, who are not at times susceptible 
to the influence of their guardians, by direct impression, 
and when they cannot be so reached there are many ways 
by which danger may be averted and wise- direction se- 
ewed through associate afforts applied indirectly. It is 
not necessary here tp detail the modus operandi of such 
circumstantial help, for a little observation and reason 
will make it apparent. There are thousands of incidents 
on record, and millions—no doubt—that are not record­
ed, illustrating tliis fact. The case recited of the troubled 
spirit, whose influence caused the medium to sob and
weep, does not affect the general law as accepted in spir­
itual philosophy, and sustained by a “cloud of witnesses.” 
We should always allow something for the mental influ­
ence of the medium, prepossessions, suggestions, and for 
the aura of the circle, or sitter, and for the imperfection 
of the language by which the chasm is partly bridged.

The assertion that, “I am still at home as I always was; 
I sit in the same old arm chair and watch them go about 
the house and try to have them notice me,” etc., is prob­
ably incomplete. That she may do this at times and fee) 
a struggle when realizing the distance between the two 
states of being, is likely; but this does not imply that si? 
stays there continually, a silent observer, unobserved, 
having no companionship, and no employment for years, 
wasting the weary hours in helpless, hopeless efforts to 
make her presence -known. This, if true, would make a 
sorry picture of the next life. But it is not true, unless it 
be in some rare and extreme case, involving psychic prob­
lems growing out of conditions developed on earth, by 
which the spirit is held a prisoner for needed discipline.

Again Brother Kittridge’s estimate' of the relative 
proportion of mediums or sensitives, (only one in one 
hundred thousand) is not sustained by facts, or any 
teachings in spiritual philosophy that have come to my 
knowledge. On the contrary, the evidence is abundant 
that at least every fourth person is in some degree a medi-- 
um; and I think it may be proven that ninety-nine pel 
cent of the human race are in some degree susceptible to 
these influences that modify and mould tlie course of hu­
man life, by the silent power of thought, will, love, sug­
gestion, and the potential aura with which our guardian 
angels surround us. Of course they are not omnipotent. 
They cannot set at defiance the laws that govern the re­
lations of mind and matter; nor is it claimed by tlie best 
authorities in spiritual pliilosophy that they are always 
perfectly happy. There is much evidence that they are 
anxious to make the way more easy and plain for correct 
interchange of thought and sentiment between the spir­
itual and mortal states of being. That they suffer 
much sympathetic struggle when closely allied to the old 
habitance, may be allowed; and even when far removed 
from earth it is not probable that only perpetual streams 
of joy flow through the Eden aisles, and baptisms of unal­
loyed bliss pour ceaseless music of heavenly rapture into 
the ecstatic consciousness forever. Some effort, soma 
struggles must lead the way to conquests and attainments 
in the spiritual as in the physical life; and tliis is not an 
evil, but a blessing. No more repulsive conception of 
heaven can be suggested than that of eternal repose, in­
glorious ease, lazy “loafing around the throne,” every do- 
sire satisfied; every incentive I ; o _  
the sanctified spirit without a tender emotion of painful 
pity, or a thrill of that sweet inspiring love that moves to 
active effort to reach the long-imprisoned outcast, be­
numbed by the evil psychology of a selfish and cruel social 
order, and open to the shivering victim the door to the 
eternal dawn. There is positive happiness in struggle 
and the sure reward it yields. The criminal classes are 
victims of our social systems, barbarous governments, re­
vengeful dogmatism, religious ignorance and intoler­
ance, and diseased selfishness in all civil codes. They are 
susceptible to psychic influences from both worlds. It

)una me tnrone/ every Cie-^^i 
to progress paralyzed; and^

requires no “expert or adept in the lairs governing spirit 
control” to enable the unfleshed to impress tlieir presence 
and moral or immoral sympathies upon the denizens of 
earth. To produce intelligent manifestations, and mes? 
sages to be understood, is another question; but the influ* 
ence acts without any expert knowledge, or direct effort 
if the sympathy of spheres be established.

Crime is related to its own and is contagious. So is 
morality. Health is as contagious as disease. Two tun­
ing forks having the same pitch, reciprocate motions and 
echo each other. It requires no expert skill to influence 
the second by simply striking the first. As the one vi­
brates so will the other. A child two years of age catt 
produce the phenomenon as well as a skilled musician. 
The whole life of a criminal must vibrate in accordance 
with its moral pitch; and that vibration communicates by 
simple contact, with all who are keyed to it. If “like at­
tracts like,” the criminal freed from the body by a pioua 
rope, or electric chair, would naturally gravitate to the 
same order of life, and seek the sphere of persons easily 
acted upon by his mental status; and even without effort, 
or intent, his bare presence might stimulate weak persona 
morally negative, to carry’ out the dominant tendencies of 
his own nature. I do not, however, share the common 
notion that murderers are so often the victims of obses­
sion, except by the evil influences that inhere with our 
diseased social system, and the criminal aura tliat per­
vades so many haunts of perverted human nature. ■ 1

But the silent help of guardian angels is, I believe, one 
of the most important provisions in the economy of na­
ture, and the laws of God for the protection and uplifting 
helpfulness of all who grope in the valley of sense, and 
famish for the sweet bread of life and love, so abundant 
in the secret reserves of the human heart, and the king­
dom of heaven that awaits us all in “the sweet bye and 
bye.” LYMAN C. HOWE.

Confirmatory news lias been obtained of the report that 
the Beiehstag, when it, reconvenes, will receive the naval 
bill and the military reform trial bill. In regard to tho 
naval bill, however, the government will encounter strong 
opposition from the Center party. Through its leader, 
Herr Lieber, it was sought to effect an understanding 
with the Chancellor, Prince Hohenlohe; but the effort 
failed. The Center wished for a promise that the Jesuit 
expulsion law would be repealed, in exchange for which 
the Center engaged to support the naval bill. Bui 
Prince Hohenlohe flatly refused, and the naval bill cam- 
not pass without the vote of the Center party. •

The refusal of Prince Hohenlohe to agree to the de? 
mands of the Centrists' was solely due to the instructions 
of the Emperor, who feels highly indignant at the Pope’s 
encyclical, in which the Reformation is represented ai 
having been an “unholy rebellion,” and in which th< 
Prussian kings are roughly handled. Severe comment! 
on these passages have been made by many Protestanl 
clergymen and leaders in Prussia.

"Karezza. Ethics of Marriage.” By Alice B, Stock 
ham, M. D. Price, $1. For sale at this office.
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1MM
Shall We Deal with 

Murderous thugs?

.-.Casesof “sudden conversion” are not 
' Rtaoominoii under revival and camp- 

Rfcpetlng influence®. The latest instance 
M the kind is that of our friend, Dr. J.

Phillips, who la a habitue of Clinton 
PW,1I)> l°wa. As related by the Clinton 
Vaily Age:

"Two Uiugs attacked Dr. J. C. Phil­
lips, who lives at Mt. Pleasant Park, 
pwhile lie was on his way home Monday 
night. Near Sixth street and pinst ave- 

lime he met two meu who immediately 
drew revolvers, one dealing him a vi­
Cious blow with a club. Dr. Phillips 
grappled with them, throwing one down 

' and making for the other, when both 
ran. They failed to secure auy valu- 
Irbies from Ills person. The police are 
iWorking 011 the case though there is 
little prosjieet that tlie offenders will be 
captured, ns iu the dim light their feat­
Ures were not recognizable."

That tiie Doctor "saw stars” as a re- 
BUltof the blow with a club, is probably 
true, and certain that, like Saul of Tar­
sus, when on his way to Damascus, he 
faaw a great light” which wrought a 
Budden, if not miraculous conversion. 
(Whereupon, with the true zeal of a new 
convert, lie forthwith proceeds to pen 
the following epistle:

Mt. Pleasant Park, 
Cliutou, Iowa, Dec. 14, 1897.

Have had a change of heart since lust 
We mei. Have always been opposed to 
banging iu auy form, but after my 
holdup the other night I have about 
made up my mind tliat auy class of 
night robber that makes it unsafe for 
honest people to walk ou the street at 
half-past eight p. m., or even later, the 
sooner the world is rid of that elass I 
say the better tor those remaining, and 

^ perhaps they if brought to a sudden

A Striking Incident in Spirit 
- Photography.

MWI
When They Find Him, He 

Is Not There. ;

I have seen many incidents related 
In «ur valuable paper lately in regard 
L s? rit Photography," so maybe the 
little incident I am about to relate will 
be of interest to you.

.Severeal years ago I was visiting 
with a family Tn Connecticut who had 
never even heard of Spiritualism, but 
one day w£ were talking about the 
mapy strange happenings in this world, BUu me c 

my ^’iend arose’ an<3> fiotog to istie field 
the bureau drawer, unwrapped a photo spirit.’ 
ano handed It to me. The instant I man ”
t001^ the card in my hand, I commenced 
to shake and chatter my teeth as if in
an ague. “Why,” I said, “what does 
this mean, and why do I feel so 
strangely?” This Is what I saw: A 
fine picture of my friend, but just back 
of him with a hand on his shoulder, 
stood a most lovely looking old lady, 
her face wreathed in smiles; by her 
side stood a tall, stalwart-looking man 
in uniform, while perched on his shoul­
der was a little girl apparently about 
two years of age. '

“Well,” my friend replied to my ques­
tion, “that lady in the group is a fine 
picture of my saint mother. She would 
never have a picture taken when on 
this earth, and when she left us we all 
felt very badly to think we had none. 
Tliat man is my oldest brother. The 
last time I ever saw him we drank our 
coffee together one morning before a 
hard battle. I never saw nor heard of 
him afterward. The little girl sitting 
on his shoulder is my little one that 
died two years ago."

“But,” said I, in much surprise, “then 
how came you in possession of such a 
remarkable picture as this?”

“That question,” replied he, “calls for 
r ~ ,a story, and I think even you will ac-
stand-still in their career will look knowledge It to be one of this world’s 
around and commence to develop their I mysteries. About a year since X went 
better faculties. Have just received to- to Boston, Mass., to visit my sister, 
day’s Chicago Record, and the first One day when passing a studio 1 felt 
thing I see is Dr. Thomas’ article, some one take me by the arm and pull 
“Shotgun for Robbers,” which I also I me into the door and up two flights of 
inclose. I fully agree with Dr. Thomas I stairs. I could not see any one nor 
as to tho manner of treatment ot that 1 could I apparently help myself,’ but 
class of men. Witli best wishes, was pulled through a door into the

DR. J. C. PHILLIPS. studio. The artist came forward and
Following is the Record’s account, re- I asked if I wanted some pictures taken, 

ferred to bj' Dr. Phillips: I Now, that idea had not entered my
Dr. Hiram W. Thomas, pastor of the I mind before, but some one seemed to 

People's church, has decided views on I answer for me, ‘Certainly.’ 
the treatment to be accorded to the I “Soon as the artist had developed the 
'‘hold-up men" of the west side. Plain I plate, he turned to me, quite excitedly, 
shooting or hanging, he believes, would I and exclaimed: ‘For God’s sake, who 
answer every purpose. fare you? A Spiritualist?’

Dr. Thomas himself has not been “‘No,’I replied,‘why do you ask that 
compelled to elevate bls hands while I foolish question? What is the matter?’ 
men of varying stature went through I “ ‘Just look at that negative,’ said he, 
his clerical garments, but he has known I ‘and tell ihe who those are back of 
people personally who have had this ex-1 your picture, and what can it mean? 
perienee, and lie has heal'd of others. “Oue glance was sufficient ‘Why,’ 
In consequence he does not like to go I aaid I, ‘those are my mother, my 
out after dark unless the call is imper- I brother and child.’ 
ative. Then he does so: 'S.^gmore or “I was thunder-struck, but, oh, so 
less misgivings and take^ ^i’^ejiddle of I pleased to have their picture, and all 
■the road by preference. 8®®iJe °cca’ I ‘^e relatives and friends must have one 
siou, lie says, he carried \r’^aM>lver in I ‘oo, and all considered them unusually 
a rear pocket of his trousers, and tliat I fine portraits. Now, what it means I 
lie should have been compelled to carry «m unable to say, but it does seem as if 
around.a death-dealing, self-cocking in-1 they must have been there in order to 
strument of this., character gave the I have their pictures taken; it also shows 
pastor pain and aroused his indigna-1 that they are in each other's company 
tion. I over there, and they must have known
DR THOMAS WANT’S A SHOTGUN <>’lr deslre to have tlielr Pictures; but DR. XHOMAb WANTS A bUOlUUN. I wll(> was jt tljat ^ me Jnt(> ^^ p|c_

Thumping bis armclialr to give em-1 ture'gallery, if It was not some spirit 
phasis to his words, Dr. Thomas said 1 power? I do not understand It, but I
last night: I surely have proof that the denizens of

. “There will no improvement in the the spirit world can return and hove
condition-of things until a dozen or two their pictures taken. .
of the footpads are shot or banged. MRS. L. M. DARLING.
That is tlie only way. The police are I Eustis, Fla.
not to blame, but there are not enough I ---------- — ----------------
it them; they have their long beats to Michigan Christian Advocate 
travel, and after one has rung up once ...

,.at the patrol box the “hold-up man” iA ^fOri tiJU0»n?0
I Kknows that it will be quite a Mttle ^°nU‘*f C­
I while before he returns. If only a doz- I ? .A^vocate’ asll-tng a few

on robbers were killed there would be a I CAj^re an8wer?d la 5ha
big difference. It would make a big I “1; rn^n.ndt’X.^!'111"™? will wlllch I 
difference if they knew that citizens TiSvOr ^!? 1^?^%n Hhc I^offressl^e 
were armed and ready for them. If I ?5..nkel for tlle edification of its read- 
they will allow mo to carry around a 1 ers- 
shotgun I won’t ask for police protec­
tion. ■

“Of course that sounds harsh, and we 
don’t like to carry around shotguns; we 
would prefer to have the robbers Im­
prisoned; but something has to be done,

“When I was in western Colorado 
twenty-live years ago with a party of 
clergymen we got a little nervous about 
the money and jewelry we were carry­
ing. We stopped at a cabin one night, 
and we spoke of tills to our host. ‘Yon 
needn't be skeered,' he said, 'you can 
leave anything around loose and pro­
miscuous. A innu only steals once here.’ 
Tliat is the point, you see. If some of 
them were strung up there wouldn’t be 
so much of this business.”

Though the writer of these lines Is a 
man of peace, opposed to war and 
bloodshed, Inclined to look upon hang- I 
Ing, etc., as a sort of legalized murder 
and lingering remnant of the primitive 
days of savagery, yet lie is by no means- 
sure that a rough experience with gen- I 
tiemen of the thug persuasion would 
not suffice to soundly convert him to 
the “faith” ns held by Dr. Thomas and I 
Dr. Phillips.

Notwithstanding, extenuating consid­
erations of training, environments, he- I 
reditary influence, and all the category I 
of things Hint result in the formation 
of such thug characters, and tlie evil I 
result of sending them in ail their devil- I 

alsliness io people the lower regions of I 
'the spirit-world, if they cannot be cor­

I 1. Do you endorse the policy pursued 
by Rey. W. R. Covert, of St. Louis, Mo., 

I and his colleagues in the Anti-Splritual- 
11st Association? *
I A. We could not answer without 
I lenowing very particularly about the as- 
l sociatiou’s work, and we know little or 
I nothing concerning it.

2. Do you approve of the religious 
I persecution of your brothers that differ 
I from you?
I A. Certainly not

3. If Spiritualists are an immoral 
rclass of people, would it not be best for 
| Christians to set them a good and 
worthy example by refusing in any 
manner to patronize the tobacco and 
liquor trades?

| A. They should, and In multitudes of 
cases they do, furnish a worthy exam­
ple not only in this respect, but In oth­
ers as well.'

4. Is it right for Christians to sell 
quilts, watches, bicycles, etc., by means 
of ticket-selling lottery?

A. No—it is gambling.
We see from the above that the Chris­

tian church as a whole is not in close 
sympathy with the Covert-Hagaman 
twaddle. It is certainly in some cases 
very conservative in the matter, and I 
don't believe the Antis are receiving 
any very substantial aid from the 
churches.

I have not been able to sit down and

When I notice that there are so many 
•thinking men in search after God, it re­
minds me of the solemn past in the 
“auld lang syne,” when Brother Fran­
ks, a young ex-Kansas editor, wrote 
sheet after sheet in the same strain in 
the upper flat, corner of Adams street 
and Fifth avenue, Chicago. A quarter 
of a century has passed since then, and 
still the old warriors in the Spiritual­

field are claiming that "God ie 
-,” “Spirit is God,” “God dwells in 

----- ," “God. is an infinite spirit,” “God ’ 
is the creator of all things,” etc.: while 
these men would not wish to be called
superstitious, but what are they? If we 
go beyond the knowable, we are on eu- 
perstitious ground. The astro-theolo­
gians and ancient mythologians were 
less superstitious than our modern 
idealists and metaphysicians, in this, 
that they worshiped only the knowable; 
they worshiped the planetary bodies, 
the seasons, the attributes, etc.; now if 
these old students of modern times are 
sure what God is, let them prove ft, and 
affix a sworn statement to this effect; 
and if need be, present tlheir proof be­
fore any legalized tribunal of the land, 
and obtain a patent on their new-found 
God.

If we ever needed a god, we need him I 
right now in this restless age; and In I 
tliese last democratic times, we needed 
him badly. Not the Olympian God of 
Sports, nor the warring god of the I 
Northmen, nor the revengeful god of I 
the Israelites, nor the geographically-1 
Ignorant god of the other Semitic races, 
nor the jealous God of the Cliristians, 
nor the Presbyterian God who predes-1 
tines some of his children to everlasting I 
fire, nor do we even want the Methodist 
God of love, but we need a god that I 
can make man more manly and women 
purer and nobler—men and women w'ho I 
can stand on their own feet without I 
leaning on policy here and society 
and church there; men and wo-1 
men who dare to do right, who will I 
be natural and aspiring in their I 
thoughts and acts; who defy the world I 
with its fashions and follies, and who I 
will cheerfully lend a hand and heart to 
elevate a fellow-mortal. We need the 
inspiration from such a god; and we 
need books -which teach the A B 0 of a
true life, until the ones who were born 
within a creedal cowl can understand 
logical Ideas of a higher philosophy.

Now with reference to an all-pervad­
ing God-idea, where are we? As Car 
from its solution as ever. Man must 
first cultivate a clear brain In a healthy 
body,' then he can reason clearly, and 
inwrought superstitions will drop, one 
at the time. This Is far more necessary 
than to speculate whom God Is, and 
what he is doing this cold December 
night. The Christians believe that God 
is everywhere—in heaven, in hell, in the 
United States Congress and in jail; 
among the assemblages of the brightest 
aud ablest men of the world, and in the 
lowest 'hovels; in the houses where they i 
worship him, and in among every gang I 
of criminal miscreants; in fact It is j 
nature Itself, but the theologians 
wouldn’t .swap their God for forty-nine 
natures.

Nbw the God-idea, is undoubtedly a I 
self-created identity, for ever since the 
dawn of intellect, man meditates about I 
the grand forces around him, and in I 
earlier stages of human lives, If made I 
nn Impression of fear; later, the delflea-1 
tion of' attributes and Nature’s forces I
culminated- in the worship of one, and 
fear of another of presumably dual 
forces; which undoubtedly was caused 
by the seemingly dual aspect or ap­
pearances; such as light and darkness, 
heat and cold, goodness and badness, 
summer and winter, etc., till at this 
age, amongst the most advanced wor­
shipers, a unit has been decided upon 
by common consent, although their

•ACK *» * a <Itere*t.«teipe. n» 
mS!*!!111^ ^M»u
First -Cause. When hetorn, he 
may report for the tafonnatlo.n ot anx- 
tout inquirers.

Well, in fact, I wiuldnh be a god or 
Jehbvah in these days, even If I were 
elected by A great plurality, for they 
would use my nauie in swearing, in 
praying, in begging,»and jblame me for 
everything which established Iaw& of 
Nature were the main eiuseof. The 
Nebraskan would blame me for the 
drought, and the -.Chinese for their 
flood, and all would,^lamq, me for mis­
management, o. J. J. .

Pocatello, Idaho. J ■ ' ’ ' *

The town of Kokomo, Ind., has a 
I number of citizens who are avowed 
I Spiritualists, aud many more wbo are 
I investigating in an earnest, honest and 
I intelligent manner.
I . At my home on Sunday evening Nov. 
I 28, there were gathered sixteen people.

A circle was formed, composed of three 
I mediums, a few believers and the oth­
ers seekers after the truth.

I Mrs. Maggie Vestal, a. trumpet me­
I dium, of Anderson, Ind., was the pre- 
I siding genius. The conditions were 
I good and the results extremely satis- 
I factory. .

The materialization took place in a 
I room scarcely darkened and the forms 
were easily distinguishable, while 
nearly all of the members of the circle 
received teste.

I A materialized spirit representing 
I himself as John Harter, and a mill- 
I wright, refused the aid or assistance of 
I the trumpet; placed ft in the hands of 

one of the party present, and in a loud 
and clear voice gave a description of 
the different conditions which a spirit

I passes through after it leaves the body, 
I stating emphatically that at last it be­

comes so etherealized that it never re­
turns to the the earth. He also gave 
the name of the woman whom he mar­
ried and said that years ago he lived in 
Kokomo.

On the evening of the Both, a circle was 
held at the residence of Mr, 8. W. Hart. 
I was unable to be present, but he re­
ports very satisfactory results. Again 
on the 31st a seance was held at the 
home of Mr. J. W. Whittaker, an inves­
tigator, and here, as before, the results 
were convincing.

Mrs. Elizabeth Cripe joins in an en­
dorsement of Mrs. Vdstal, Any society 
needing a medium, would do well to se­
cure this lady.

The field in Kokomo is unworked. 
Good inspirational and test mediums 
would be received with open arms.

' J.A NEWCOMB.

A Dead Fathtr’a ^acet .
Jame# Stewwt, of Baginaw, Mich., 

relates a strange story in connection 
with the death of his father, Duncan 
Stewart; at Detroit He saye:

“I awoke early Friday morning and 
was startled by a bright light overhead 
and looking up, the face of my depart­
ed mother appeared before me. 1 was 
about to say ‘mother’ to her when I no­
ticed the face of my father close to 
hers. My motiher’s face looked bright 
while my father’s appeared very pale 
and wore a grave expression. I felt at 
once that he had passed away and a 
moment after the dear faces grew in­
distinct and I watched them until they 
faded away. I lay quiet for a moment, 
dazed at what I had seen and knew 
that it was no hallucination, as I was 
wide awake at the time. I asked my 
wife if she had observed a light In the 
room and she replied ‘No.’ I then re­
lated what I had seen and she said, 
‘they are reunited at last.’ I got a light 
and looked at tho clock to note the 
time, and said it was a few minutes 
after five. Shortly before 6 o’clock I 
was called to the ’phone aud the first 
words I heard were: ‘Is that you, 
Brother James?’ I answered and my 
brother Duncan, of Detroit, said: 
‘Father is dead; he died a few minutes 
after five.' I said: T knew it,’ and he 
asked, ‘How did you know it?’ I then 
related what I had seen and he said, ‘It 
is very strange.’ I don’ t pretend to ac­
count for this, for I am no believer in 
Spiritualism and am not superstitious, 
but the occurrence has produced a 
strong impression on my mind tliat 
there Is some connection between this 
world and the next when dear ones will 
thus reappear to us.”

THE PRIEST,THE WHIM 
—AND— . - ■ ' 

THE CONFESSIONAL.

Tin To-Morrow of Dnlfi.

translated from the french

In that peculiar lutercitlug etyle in which French 
l^<?'f.eJol!1yh?n..Uie‘’ w°ul“ Popularize eolenUflo 
«.b^e ' ^? .daplatlun to the needs or the generil 
reader. The author I, not a BpIrltuaUet-he oven 
I?iHtl0R’ 6PM‘““l|“ts “. “dev6tee» of a taw aupa£ 
Btttlon, oto„ etc., In which te maullents the urcal 
ftyinu,.ofthe eoleWMo vlasi," yot te eaya analn: 
.TJ’^^’S ^ aua reiiPectablo Idenln Spiritualism.*’ 
and regards ae proved “lbs fact of communication 
‘1“"™u superhumaua and the Inhabitant, ot Earth?' 
Tbi^r^f^^^ ,a svldence.
rtJi^fSfftxI0,*.^ r ‘.““"‘r* a m»nlle»t discrepancy In 
ta,e.y“iar8 * Ideaa, but the well-read mind wIB readily 
wiSI 1Sn>“Ia?lie ta° pr°8 and coa!' &ad oa‘ °‘ ‘he 
™ M6 ’rt,11 ,aot oaly sood mental culture, but 
much valuable Inlormatlon. The author bold, th. 
n!h?SBi« reincarnation. Price »!.» For aMa at Will ymCQa

VULNEY’S RUINS

Thia la a moat Talcable book. II cornea from as 
rrlfiat, *ho*B charge ter Is abort reproach, and 
S^/A ^SMJ^/L^f108 tb®a^ Xrorrbodjr 
teri’ Price, pi.OQ, jf poaca&j th# folioww< chlfp

CHAPTER J
The Struggle before the Surrender of Woman]r 

reaped in the Confesilonal. *
4 . CHAPTER II.
^PrKeit CoafU81on 6 Deep Pit of Perdition for UI 

। CHAPTER III.
The confessional Is the Modern Sodom.

CHAPTER IV.
J A^HJin.?^00!111^ o£ 1110 WwU is made uu 

by Auricular Confession.
A CHAPTER V.

The highly-educated and refined Woman in the Cog, 
resaional—what becomes of her after uncondifiow 
al surrender—Her irreparable Ruin. w

. . , „ CHAPTER VI.
Auricular Confession destroys all the Sacred Ties d

Marriage and Human Society, • w
A . CHAPTER vn.

° d Auricular Confession ba tolerated among Civil 
IzedNatlonaT *

A . , „ CHAPTER Vin.
Does Auricular Confebslon bring Peace to the Soul!

. CHAPTER IX.
I he Dogma of Auricular Confession a BacrHegtodi 

Imposture.
_ . , v CHAPTER X.
God compel! the Church of Home to confess thl 

Abominations of Auricular Confession.
a CHAPTER XI.
^U1Frajice ^o&^eii^on *u Australia, America, am 

, CHAPTER XII.
A Chapter tor the Consideration of Legislators. Hus 

Fathers-Some of the matters on whM 
the Priest of Rome must Question bls Penitent*

THE LAW OF NATURE,
.' •% TO WHICH IB ADDYD ,*,

Volaey'i Awiror to Dr. FrlMUy, a Biographical Notlca 
or Count Data, and the Zodiacal Blgniaad

CoMtellatlona by tho Editor;
Also, a Map of-the Astrological Heavens o

the Ancients. i

LIGHT AND 60L0R.

Ioluppoaed to meet lu therulua orPalmyraJSoVm^1?14^81?114 lmP°rtaaco. brluglugto light 
Honor phantom, which explain, tte true princtolea ot KWnSf'u1 otf “teeming light anu color in 
•^ety,and tbe<»u.B,orAoibtb“?)^ taXS81^?.^'811*1 dl’e‘ita 8nd ‘»elr I™ctlon 
run Of ancient elates. A general assembly of tho JKSa?? ,n. thS “nervation of health and tho 
XSi??J l*h 8t le“Sih convened, a legislative0 body yond estlrnMlm,8”?,8^?,11888' Vf medll!al value Is bet 
m™Linto.“i^ jMIe8tlln,tlon- aad 118 ‘easing, ebould bo known

Grand Ledge, Mich., Is comparatively 
safe from the attacks of the Antis so 
long as the Devil's headquarters (camp) 
is located here. They came near enough 
to smell the sulphurous fumes, and like 
41! vermin that have a horror of disin­
fectants, came just “close enough to be 
comfortable.” We feel here, as though 
we had been slighted after hearing and 
^Ll8 “me of the greatest exposers of 
spirit phenomena. Every exposer who 
exposes here, leaves the situation as to 
spiritual phenomena in far better condi­
tion than before the attempt, and Port- KKM^ &X« ®$«^^ 8a-«
SteK'1^^ Ooi In the Comtitation. '- The Devil ami the
a genuine expose, right from the foiinC t?™™?! J*^**11, °,n®oftbo best paper* Colo- w£?A*vendflt attack on SpirituiHaai ivnni«fid am head of W, Um “ ^»‘WMW Moai8U“LL' p*'““’* ^o^a?? 
nlous faith,’ and we are feeling some---------- ----------------------- - UVnimTiOll IIH TA n

esix'izsa £eS?±^±^ HYPNOTISM UP TO DATE 
land, with only one railroad, while we York Legislature, Mny 9, «8S. JWcMorottT °" ----------
have two railroads and withal, a great __________________________

S “«I*“ »« World ofS^; 
do all manner of profane tricks to tool 
the eye, ear and general sensibilities, as Frtceti.a. Poetaso is cenu ’ ByC'p honziey. 
seems to them best, and to the discom­
fiture of all “ye goode and sanctified of 
God."

I On December 8, there gathered at the 
rooms of Prof. Fred P. Evans, No. 42 
W. Newioa street, twelve adults who 
sat in a half circle. >After a discourse 
by the professor,' Mrs. Evans gave de­
scriptions that corresponded perfectly 
with the excarnate .friends of those 
present. - .

The Professor then took four slates, 
cleaned them, and wrote'tlie following 
in chalk across the stirfaces: Berry, 
Searls, Whitney and: Andrews on one
pair and handed them to Mr. Whitney. 
He held them vertically, standing under 
the lights to thq center. On the other 
pair were written the letters ABC and 
D. These were handed to Mrs. Berry, 
wlio also stood in .the center with Mr. 
Whitney. Prof. Evans then took a seat 

books contain the old form of”dual ex-1 J?9'?*/' ^ ®' *“ atK)ut ten minutes, 
istences. I do not here wish to mention „ . ’ ®vans asked Mr. Whitney and 
their savior, as the unthinking ones in I Berry to ^how the slates. Eleven 
all ages have believed In saviors, I , us aad fine messages, all signed by 
mediators, etc., and the Christian , “anies of <”“■ excarnate friends and 
creeds do not differ widely from earlier 1 ‘’e*atives, and incidents establishing 
beliefs in this respect; but I desire to | l>un>ort^ Some of the writ­
trace the birth of the’God-idea, and ""” '" “’“ ^ ‘ ” J '

But we shall try to get even with our 
neighbor, by advertising to get a show 
of our own, so please say: We will wel­
come any phenomena exposer that is up 
to date, and will furnish a good hall at 
very reasonable rates, and first-class ac­
commodations in every other way. We 
have assurance from tlie city council 
that "any member of the Anti socletv 
shall bo protected at all hazards. Tha t 
any attempt by any Christian to mal­
treat, malign, assault, intimidate or as­
sassinate any so-called Anti-Spiritualist 
member within tlie city limits, shall im­
mediately be placed in durance vile 
within tho city bastile, or hanged upon 
the spot without prayers.” So come on; 
you may have no fear of the Spiritual­
ists.

OBSESSION.
p. n’ pM>“ mort*"' “' “• *“«•»

railed and effectually curbed in tbeir 
murderous career on earth—it is a ques­
tion whether it may not be best for the 
welfare of society that they be given an 
exit by any means that may prove most 
speedy and certain.

Tlie graduated thug of to day goe^t 
liis work with murder in his heart; fi 
has no mercy nor feeling of humanity 
toward his victims, nor his fellow-men; 
and by his own disregard of tlie rights 
and lives of others, he forfeits his own 
claim to rights and life.

It is quite apropos to note In this 
connection, that one of tlie thug 
gentry who was recently fatally shot 
by a Chicago policeman, a most des­
perate and hardened character who not 
only tried to rob but to kill, when his 
end drew near asked that a priest be

I at one sitting read the arguments pre­
sented by Mr. Covert, if any were pre­
sented, contained In The Progressive 
Thinker, without feeling utterly dis­
gusted. M. M. COMSTOCK.

Wheatland, Mich.

with this purpose in view, I will mount 
the crest of these grand old Rocky 
Mountains, and view theworld at large; 
I see this earth with Its striving bread­
winners, aboriginal drones, and men of 
ease, revolving with regularity around 
Itself and Its central sun. I see other 
and larger planets In our solar system 
do the same. I see the causes of rain 
and of drought. I see no accidents—all 
things so termed have their causes. I 
see 'waves of war and waves of peace; 
waves of discontent and waves of har­
mony, while the causes to It all have 
just preceded. I see how harmonious­
ly every ort> Is earnestly pursuing its 
regular course, and how grandly all are 
developing with age, from the molecu­
lar atom to worlds advanced fiar be­
yond the status of our earth. Looking 
out beyond our solar system, I see myr­
iads of suns, of whom each undoubted­
ly has its solar system, judging by our 
own, and find harmony, growth and 
death everywhere. Certain causes pro­
duce certain effects, and said effects in 
time become causes for other effects; 
and thus the world moves, if viewed/ 
finitely or as a grand universal whole

writings were so finely executed that a 
glass was necessary to read easily. The 
writing enme over (not under) the chalk 
name of Berry on one pair, and O on 
the other, thus proving the identity of 
the slates.

We were all pleased, as this was the 
last of a series of similar phenomena 
that we have attended during his stay 
in Boston. Prof. Fred P. Evans 
as an able exponent of psychogra; 
phy demands tlie esteem and respect of 
the thinking world.

F. F. HARDING.

sent for to grant him “absolution.” 
A'church that grants “absolution” to

The Lyceum.
It is with pleasure we are able to 

announce the appearance of a paper 
especially devoted to the interests of 
the Lyceum. It has been a long-felt 
want by those engaged in Lyceum 
.work, but the demand has not war­
ranted the publication, and there has 
been no fund devoted or subscribed for 
its sustenance, as is the case with the 
churches, who have made it their first 
business to supply papers for their Sun­
day-schools. It is not expected by the 
publisher of the Lyceum that it will be 
self-sustaining for a long time. He is 
a practical printer, owns his own print­
ing house, and engages in the work as

A'church that grants “absolution” to a labor of love. He has seen its neces- 
such persons encourages thuggery; and sity and taken It up.
this may account for the fact that so It has always been the fact in the 
large a number, proportionately, of spiritual field that every journal has 
thugs, are individuals born and bred been launched and sustained by in- 
under tlie influences of the Romish dividual enterprise and sacrifice. Those 
church. A that have depended on other aid have

The question is, what is the bat thing perished. To Mr. Thomas Clifford, 
to be done with the thug, t hajj can be Cleveland, 0., the Lyceum cause owes 

the publication, and he promises to senddone?
It would almost seem that the only 

“sudden conversion” for such charac­
ters is by the persuasive powers of a 
well-aimed shotgun.

Chicago, Ill. HUMANITARIAN.

out the newspaper for a year, at least, 
whatever may be the support it re­
ceives.

There has been a constant inquiry for 
a paper, lesson leaves, etc., from Ly­
ceum w’ers, who felt the need of

. ————— help to tl y lators as supplementary
“The Molecular Hypothesis of Na- to the Lyct An Guide and Manual. The

iture.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood. newspaper, Eposes to supply this want 
Prof. Lockwood is recognized as one of and become'A organ of communication 
the Ablest lecturers on the spiritual ros- ’ * -• - - -
.trum. In this little volume he. presents 
’In succinct form the substance of his
betures^an the Molecular Hypothesis 
of Nature; and presents his views as 
demonstrating a scientific basis of Spir­
itualism. The book Js. commended to 
all who love to study and think. For 
'•le at this office. Price 25 cents.

between the ^arious societies. Now, 
.that Mr. Cliffe rd has come forward gen­
erously to furnish the publication, the 
Lyceums should respond by taking one 
copy for each member and a few io 
give to visitors. -

The first number will appear Decem­
ber 4, and a number each week there­
after HUDSON TUTTLE.

One stands in holy awe and wonder 
when meditating this grand universe, 
and the mighty Nature’s forces which 
eternally are at work. We cannot fath­
om the eternal law of motion, the con­
sequent electric forces, nor even the 
ultima of a single planet amongst the 
myriads of constellations. Eternity 
seems pictured on every form, and one 
feels in his soul, “In the Grand Eternal 
there can be no First Cause." Order 
and law is everywhere present, and the 
harmonious beauty permeating every 
motion makes man stand in sacred ad­
miration and adoration, and the utter­
ances'of feeble words in prayers and 
praise would be a holy mockery, for 
words are inadequate to express the 
sublimity of this universal; grandeur, 
while he feels like worshipping these 
grand forces—happy in being one atom 
in this universal whole; and thus the 
God-idea was formed In an age of rea­
son, while the ancients feared their 
gods, as they deemed the tumult of the 
Clements caused by some personality, 
not understanding the electrical causes 
of thunder, and the storms caused by 
motion, forms 'of ’'Jid and temper­
atures. '

Now it is but one step from the sub­
lime to the ridiculous, and but one step 
from the knowable to the- supposable. 
The Esquimaux have a main and a wo­
man god; bnt who rules the universe 
none pretend to know; and we must be 
content to judge by actual experience, 
each for himself. The Christians have 
a god on a sapphire-studded throne, 
while his opponent is running a furnace 
in the basement; and as they did not 
show their reports for the last fiscal 
yeaf, I am In'doubt who had the most 
customers, and who did the most busi­
ness. The Buddhists don’t fear their 
god nor death, as their mediators take 
care of that end of the string, and will 
rule them there as they did here. The 
Brahmins, like the Mormons, are laying 
stress on the word “honesty.” As a 
rule, the first practice it, while the lat­
ter don’t; while neither fears nor cares 
for a god, although they claim to have,

Fiftieth Wedding Anniver­
sary.

To the Editor:—Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Shepardson, of Marlow, N. H„ cele­
brated the fiftieth anniversary of their 
wedding day, December 7. They have 
been earnest and zealous Spiritualists 
from the “Rochester rappings” to the 
present. They were converted to Spirit­
ualism through Mr. Shepardson’s medi­
umship, who was an automatic writing 
medium. Through their efforts spirit­
ual meetings were held in their town.

Inasmuch as organizing societies Is a 
very important feature at the present, 
and all the time for that matter, I 
would like to state to all those who con­
template organizing, and wish for a 
speaker or medium to arouse Interest 
te that end, they can do no better than 
to call upon Mr. A. A. Finney, trumpet 
medium, of 642 Lafayette street, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Mr. Finney is far above 
the average in this particular phase, 
and I do not hesitate to say, the best 
medium In our state for satisfactory re­
sults. Many people are misled in re­
gard to this line of mediumship, as be­
ing a dark seance with no results but 
the strumming of musical instruments 
and a discordantpandemonium of noise, 
fights, touches, etc., but whoever has 
the good fortune to sit In his seance, if 
honest themselves, will never regret the 
time or money spent in so doing. Mr. 
Finney will sit under any test condi­
tions imposed, that are reasonable.

Mr. Finney held seances here during 
the week November 29 to December 3, 
and all who had the pleasure of his se-

OF SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE. 
. ?bl'workcontalnaanaccountof the very won<i.» 
S]J^Pte1*"111 devclopmentBat the IioubooZrov Dr 
Phelps, Stratford, Conn., and .tail a? case, to 
th™.^6,,?0™.?7’ ThlB vo,u“e *•‘be a“t froa

> .th0I dlJcc‘b “Pon the subject of “Spiritualism * 
and has stood the test of many years. Cloth al M 
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the Material and Spiritual 
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Many of the old pioneers will recall the 
happy hours spent in their home, while 
teaching the glorious truths of Spirit­
ualism to the people. They were sub­
scribers to the Univercoelum, and the 
various spiritual journals and books 
are found in their parlors. There were 
-more than fifty children, grand-children 
and relatives present a't the celebration, 
several of whom were'.in the eighties.

The following poem: was composed 
and read by their daughter, Mrs. J. ,W. 
Kenyon, of Cambridgeport: ‘
Hail, ail hail the happy day, -
Golden be each sunset* ray, = 
Golden,too, the beams of light, 
Which at morn dispels thd night; 
Golden be each passing hour 
As if laden with rich dower, . 
Golden gifts in bright; arijay, 
Crown your golden weddingjday. 
Fifty years of married life, 
Years of countless blessings^rife, ■ ■
Years of peace and sweetJcbntent, 
Years with little to lament 
Many sorrows have yog seei;. 
Many trials there have been, 
But what sweetness they hATe lent 
To the blessings God hhth sent I 
Silver locks crown furrowed brow, 
Steps once quick are slower now, 
Yet how like the whitening grain 
Ripening on the furrowed plain; - 
Never have ye seemed so fair,. 
Never such a goodly pair 
As to-day; though youth hath fled, 
Glorious crown is hoary head.

ances were very pronounced In their 
gratification of results. He Invariably 
chooses some strange lady or gentle­
man to hold his hands while the mani­
festations continue, and while from two 
to five distinct spirit voices, Independ­
ent of trumpet are talking to that many 
friends and giving undioubiable tests of 
their existence and presence. It would 
require too much space to give in de­
tail the grandeur of these seances; they 
are simply Immense, and through his 
efforts, a great many societies liave 
been organized In Michigan and Indi­
ana. Mr. Finney is very reasonable in 
charge for services, and whoever cm- 
ploys him will make no mistake in the 
perfect gentleman and A-No. 1 medium. 
I will not say ns do a.. great many, 
“When I find an honest medium, I like 
to let others know of him or her,” be­
cause this conveys the Idea to the unin­
itiated that honest mediums are a very 
rare commodity. I shall prefer to say, 
“When I know a medium who is fully 
developed and able to go before the 
pubUe to be investigated, it-is a very 
great pleasure to recommend him.
„ J. P. RUSSELL.
Grand Ledge, Mich.
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Children, friends and kindred dear, 
Children's children gathered here, 
All give thanks in grateful song, 
That your days on earth are long. 
Thanks we give to those above, 
God the Father, for his love, 
And dear ones in their .home of light, 
We welcome you all tomight/

Cambridgeport, Mass. J. W. K.
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ism. As its title denotes, it is a veri­
table encyclopedia of infomation on the 
subject. Price ?L For sale at this
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THE SPIRITUALISTIC FIELD-ITS WORKERS^ 
DOINGS, ETO.. THE WORLD OVER

GENERM SURVEY. J

CONTRIBUTORS:—Each contributor 
is alone responsible for any assertions 
or statements he may make. Tbe eon01" 
allows this freedom of expression, be­
lieving that the cause of truth can pe 
best subserved thereby. Many of t‘ie 
eentiuients uttered in an article may be 

" diametrically opposed to bls heller, yet 
" that Is no reason why they should ue 
suppressed. No one person has tie 
.whole truth, hence kindly 
should always be entertained for those 
Who differ from you.

We take pleasure in stating that Mrs. 
. 'Adeline M. Gladlng’s work in Wikes- 
tarre, Pa., during tlie mouth of Novem­
ber was so phenomenally successful 
that the Wyoming Valley Psychic So­

. ciety have unanimously elected her as 
their pastor. Site returns to them next 

.November. Her dates are full up to 
. June 1899.

Della B. Platt writes from Battle 
. Creek, Mich.: “Mrs. Marian Carpenter, 
of Detroit, gave a very Instructive lec­
ture last Monday evening to a crowded 
house. Her tests were fine and all rec­
ognized.” -

Dr. Harlow Davis is on his way from 
• the East to California. He will soon 
open meetings in Seattle, Wash.

The .Scandinavian Spiritualist paper, 
Den Skandlnaviske Spirituallsten, has 
changed its name to Nya Tiden (The 
New Era).

E. W. Sprague and wife are at pres­
ent doing missionary work for the New 
York State Spiritualist Association. 
Their services can be secured to organ­
ize and charter societies in any part ot 
tho state. They have May and June 
and some dates for the camp-meeting 

'season for 1898 still open for engage­
ments. Address them at 965 Grove 
street, Meadville, Pa.

E. W. Sprague, the well-known lec­
turer, writes: The Progressive Thinker 
is just grand. The last one which con­
tains Ingersoll’s lecture in Chicago is 
worth the price of a year’s subscrip­
tion.".

Clara Puckett writes from Winches­
ter, Ind.: “Tlie Spiritualists of this place 
were successful in securing Mr. and 
Mrs. Sprague for a few lectures, and 

•during that time, December 3, they or­
ganized an association to be known as 
the First Spiritualist Association of 
Winchester. Tlie following officers 
were elected: President, Tyre Puckett;

. vice-president, A. Sheely; secretary, 
Clara Puckett; treasurer, Mrs. Voris; 
Trustees, E. Harris, A. A. Shaw, John 
Bartholmew, Mary Lamb, Mrs. Sheely, 
L. G. Puckett; musical director, Mrs. 
A. A. Shaw; organist, Mrs. Mary Lamb. 
It is the intention of the association to 
try to secure tlie best of speakers and 
mediums. Our number is small—only 
thirty-six. We know that there arc 
many that would like to join us, if 
tliev could only make up their minds to 
shake off tlie creed that is so thorough­
ly ground Into their minds. For a 
time they will Have to come In tlie 
back way. I highly commend Mr. and 
Mrs. Sprague as mediums. Mr. Sprague 
presents his subjects in a sharp pointed 
and clear manner to bls hearers.’

Dr. Noyes writes: “The Liberal Spir­
itualists extend a cordial Invitation to 
all local and visiting Spiritualists to at- 
-tend their literary and musical enter­
tainment, Sunday, December 26, at 7:45 
p. m., at their hall, 107 Paulina street, 
corner of West Madison street. There 

•will be a flue programme arranged. 
Some of the prominent Spiritualists of 
Chicago will take part. A part of Fath­
er Williams’ Old Folks Continental 
Singers will be n feature of the pro­
gramme. Admission free." 
- W. C. Lieberknecht writes from Coun­
cil Bluffs, Iowa: “The Spiritualists here 
held a very large meeting last Sunday. 
Mrs. Weatherford gave a very interest­
ing lecture and some very good tests. 
We also had a medium by the name of 
Mrs. Wagner, from Omaha, who also 
gave a lecture and tests which were 
also good. But here Is what we did 
have, and that was a minister in our 
audience who took as much interest in 
the lecture and tests as the Spiritualists 
and was wholly absorbed In them.”

Mrs. R. R. Jones writes: “There are 
more things required In life (han eat­
ing, and one of them for me Is The Pro­
gressive Thinker, where each page and 
every column Is full'of good things of 
great importance.”

H. A. Budlngion writes that Mrs. 
Helen Palmer Russegue, of Hartford, 
Ct., delivered two fine addresses before 
the Church of the Spirit, Springfield, 
Mass., December 12. She will speak 
there again ou Sunday, the 26th. Mrs. 
Carrie F. Loring, of East Braintree, 
Mass., will speak for this society, De­
cember 19.

Paul Alexander Johnstone, the mind 
reader, says lie is going to take a trip 
around the world blindfolded. At the 
same time he is going to try to beat the 
record for globe-trotters. “I have made 
arrangements for the trip,” said John­
stone,’at his hotel in Kansas City. “A 
great many of my friends have tried to 
persuade me to give up the Idea, but I 
do not think I shall. Of course it will 
be a great strain on me mentally and 
physleallv. So far my plan is to have 
the President or some high official lu 
"Washington start a packet of letters 
around the world, and after it has been 
gone about three weeks I will be blind­
folded and start to follow it The 
blindfold will not be removed from my 
eyes during the entire trip, and I will 
follo w the packet and try to overtake it 
I'think I can do this.”

Geo. Campbell writes: “There is work 
for missionaries iu British Columbia. 
There should be associations in every 
city, and all working under tbe N. S. A. 
In union there is strength. Only by our 
united efforts can we gain national in­
fluence. Great work ahead for the 
true, faithful and enthusiastic workers 
in the cause. There should be no fall­
ing back into, cool indifference until ev­
ery city and'township In the United 
States and Canada has an organization; 
again united with state and provincial 

• associations. We have towns and cities 
in British Columbia with a population 
from 1,000 to 20,000. Missionaries 
wanted now; the way will be open for 
tlie honest resident mediums who could 
make their homes here. ■ A good circuit 
could be established here at present be­
tween our four largest cities. Popula­
tion as follows: Nanaimo, from 4,000 to 
5,000; New Westminster, from 6,000 to 
7,000; Vancouver and Victoria, about 
20,000 each. Very mild winters and 
cool summers. Steamships going to 
Alaska and tbe Yukon country call here 
for coak and gold miners get their sup­
plies in three of these cities. Big traffic 
expected next spring. A great rush of 
people going to the gold fields, there­
fore the pouiation and the trade will in­
crease in these cities.”
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ing lectures to fair audiences, ills ar­
guments are reasonable and plain, aud 
finely delivered and most convincing. 
There is up mistake, our Moses is; forc­
ing the fight against the Antis, when he 
crosses the line and bombards a; big­
oted little city with only eleven thou­
sand people, and fourteen churches. I 
am glad to report that his lectures have 
had a telling effect. Several gentlemen 
have proposed to rent a hall and pay all! 
expenses if w§ can secure Mr. Hull 
again."

Jennie Hagan Jackson writes that the 
Slate Convention of Spiritualists of 
Texas was well attended and a tine suc­
cess. Mr. Allen F. Brown, president; 
Mr. Kneeshaw, the regular speaker at 
Houston; Mr. John Ring, of Galveston; 
Mrs. Mary Arnold Wilson, and Mrs. 
Jennie Hagan Jaekson, now speaker at 
Fort Worth, met the demands of the 
convention for lectures, poems, psycho­
metric exepriments, etc. - The singing 
and music were very fine, under the di­
rection of Mr. Hoikamp, assisted by ids 
sons anti daughters. Mrs. Wilson added 
much with her singing, and her lecture 
was a beautiful production. Mrs. Jack­
son lectured and improvised as usual; 
the audience was well pleased with her 
inspired utterances. Judge Locke Mc­
Daniel, of Houston, gave greetings of 
welcome to the delegates. Mr. Saunders 
gave a fine talk, and is an earnest work­
er. All the societies have lyceum work.

Jacob H. Duncan writes that in. his 
experience it was no case of imagina­
tion when his grandfather appeared to 
him in full form materialized, in the 
daytime, also at another time in lamp­
light. He has also seen other spirit 
forms, and cannot doubt that spirits 
can and do return and manifest, ,

T. J. Warren writes from Belding, 
Mich.: “We have just organized and 
will elect officers on the Kith. It is our 
purpose to engage in the work for the 
benefit and advancement of all seekers 
after truth. .We will start in with a 
membership of 25 or 30, while there are 
a great many anxious'to investigate. 
L. P. Mitchell, of Wheeler, Michi, has 
given several materializing seances 
here, which have been very satisfac­
tory, from 18 to 32 forms coming from 
the cabinet, shaking hands and talking 
with their earthly friends. The writ­
er’s sister, who went out eight years 
ago, appeared and shook hands, talked 
with me, and was so perfect in every re­
spect that Spiritualism is no longer a 
belief with me.”

Mrs, L. M. Hoffman suggests that Col. 
Ingersoll should be able to discern the 
Great Universal Over-Soul that inspires 
all his renowned men and women 
whom he thanks for progressive cul­
ture. It takes a head of all depart­
ments In the world, animate and inan­
imate, material or spiritual, all, every­
where. This harmonious clockwork 
must have a mainspring.

Mrs. J. W. Kenyon writes from Cam­
bridgeport, Mass.: “Mrs. J. W. Kenyon 
lias been very busy lecturing and giv­
ing tests in Haverhill, Lowell, Fitch­
burg, Lynn, Plymouth, Boston a.nd 
many other places. She is called one of 
the best test mediums In New England. 
I have spoken in all tlie above cities. 
We have calls in Attleboro, Fitchburg, 
Pawtucket, Bell River and other places. 
Societies desirous of our services can 
address us at 265 Prospect street, Cam­
bridgeport, Mass.”

The old city hall fans been very nicely 
remodeled for tlie' Spiritualist society 
of the city, and was, last evening, dedi­
cated with appropriate exercises, a 
large number ot interested persons be­
ing present. Through the courtesy of 
Fitzsimmons and Mrs, H. J. Downey, 
the hall was elaborately decorated with 
large bouquets of chrysanthemums 
and the mantel and platform were 
banked with potted plants and flowers. 
Mrs. Anna Robinson, of Port Huron, 
was the speaker of the evening and de­
livered an excellent address upon “True 
Spiritualism and Its Benefits to Hu­
manity.” Meetings will also be held at 
7 o’clock tills and to-morrow evenings 
and will be addressed by Mrs. Rohlin- 
son. This evening her subject will be 
“Punctures, or All the World on 
Wheels," after which she will give spir­
it descriptions. To-morrow evening 
she will speak upon. "Sealed Orders.” 
She has been engaged to deliver one 
address a month in this city during tlie 
winter.—Lansing, Mich., paper.

Mrs. Loe F. Prior commenced her sec­
ond engagement with the Society of 
Spiritual Science, in Atlanta, Ga., in No­
vember. Large audiences of our best 
people attend her very eloquent and In­
structive lectures every Sunday even­
ing. She also gives excellent tests at 
the hall every Thursday evening, and Is 
creating an intense Interest In the grand 
truths of Spiritualism. Many of our 
most prominent citizens, professional 
men and students are manifesting great 
Interest in Mrs. Priors's wonderful psy­
chical powers."

The First Spiritual Church of Roch­
ester, N. Y., has elected the following 
officers to serve the ensuing year: A. K. 
Sisson, president; Mrs. R. H. Joslyn, 
vice-president; L. Dustin, treasurer; 
Geo. A. Ferris, secretary. The Young 
People’s Spiritual Institute has elected 
an active corps of officers, with Geo A. 
Ferris, president, and Fred W. Har­
wood as the secretary. The Y. P. S. I. 
In Rochester is doing a good work .for 

’ the local cause.
C. J. Harris writes from Lansing, 

Mich,; “The First Society of Spirltual- 
lets has elected new officers, and we 
have a gem of a hall. Any good speak­
er out of employment, can speak in our 
Temple on Sundays for the collections.”

Major Bitters writes: “Mr. and Mrs. 
. E. W. Sprague, of Jamestown, N. Y., 
• attracted large audiences at the Spirit- 

unlist church in Rochester, Ind., during 
i November. Mr. Sprague is one of tlie 
i most forceful and successful advocates

Cl). R. Rowen writes from Guelph, 
Ont'.. Can.: “Moses Hull was at Guelph. 
Canada, November 30 and December 1 
and 2. He gave us three very interest-

Prof. N. H. Eddy writes: “Lyman 0. 
Howe is occupying the rostrum of the 
First Spiritual Church of Buffalo, N. 
Y., for December. He is a true and no­
ble worker in behalf of Spiritualism. 
His insplrers clearly elucidate its prin­
ciples and truths, also inspire and 
awaken an Interest in the minds of his 
hearers that leads them Into the deeper 
channels of its philosophy. The sub­
ject Sunday evening was ‘Theories aud! 
Facts Relative to the Phenomena aud 
Philosophy of Spiritualism,’ giving a 
very interesting discourse concerning 
same. His insplrers clearly demon­
strated their ability to set forth an ex­
planation of the theories and facts per­
taining to Spiritualism in a manner that 
interested his audience and impregnated 
the minds of same with the facts that 
Spiritualism Is not all theory, but-that 
there are demonstrated facts to prove 
the troths of Spiritualism: also that its: 
teachings inculcated into their lives will;

progress. Mr. Howe previous to the 
lecture, gave a very Interesting account 
of obtaining a picture of his daughter in 
spirit. It Is a treasure of priceless value 
to him, a soul comfort.”

B. Chapel writes from Waverly, N. Y., 
that Albert Sawlu has been doing some 
good work there as lecturer and me­
dium. .

J. W. Dennis writes: “Mrs. S. Augus­
ta Armstrong, of Buffalo, N. Y., will go 
to Washington, D. O., in February, 
1898, and would like engagements eu 
route. She has done well iu her series 
of lectures here in Buffalo.”

Mrs. E. Cutler, trance and test me­
dium," says she will be in Wakefield, 
Mass., some time in January. She would 
like to make engagements with socie­
ties. Will go on liberal terms aud help 
build up the weak by giving benefits. 
Readings from flowers brought by tlie 
audience. Faces and names form in 
the flowers. Address her at 208 North­
ampton street, Easton, Pa.

Sallie B. Higgins writes: “The fait­
pages of Tlie Progressive Thinker must 
still be a welcome visitor, made so by 
the power it conveys through its col­
umns, and the hope it brings into the 
homes of our truth-loving people.” :

Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, who is 
entertaining the Spiritualists of the 
South Side very acceptably, writes: 
“Glad to see such an interest taken in 
tlie report of the Hull-Covert debate. 
Many call were made for your valuable 
paper last Sunday after the hist num­
ber had been sold, aud I anticipate tlie 
number sent to the hall hereafter will 
be increased. We need not fear the 
enemy, although they may cause some 
annoyance. I fear no serious results. 
My guides prophesied this movement 
some three years ago, and many times 
urged tlie Spiritualists to band together, 
as the theosophists had done, and send 
tlielr workers to every city, village and 
town, thereby forming a “belt of truth” 
around the entire universe. Our society 
at 77 Thirty-first street continues to 
flourish, having full houses every Sun­
day and Friday evenings. More names 
have, been added to the roll of member­
ship, and from the interest taken we 
feel that the soldiers of truth are in­
creasing daily, and that the “Puffball 
Anti-Spiritualist Society” will soon be a 
thing of the past, having been stamped 
out of existence by the flrm foot of 
Justice. I sincerely rejoice at your in­
crease of subscribers, and hope the dol­
lar's will continue to roll in, for no Spir­
itualist, or even disbeliever, can afford 
to be without The Progressive Thinker. 
I wish to Inform my many friends 
through your valuable paper that I 
have re-engaged with the society for 
January, 1898, and until further notice 
will be located at 3001 Vernon avenue, 
Chicago, Ill."
♦ T. H. Peck writes; “I see the Spirit­
ualism exterminators are on the defen­
sive. I am no prophet, but I will make 
the prediction that they will' become 
self-exterminators before they get 
through. Their movement will be the 
beginning of the end of the orthodox 
religion in nil tlie enlightened parts of 
the world. The Bible did pretty well 
as long as the people were kept in ig­
norance, but since Moses Hull has 
thrown his great search light upon It 
the old book of ages will soon fade into 
nothingness. With Robert G. Ingersoll 
to clear away the orthodox rubbish, 
Spiritualism will sweep the enlightened 
world."

Mrs. W. A. Lindsey writes: “The Sun­
light Centre Band” held a business 
meeting at 1413 N. Artesian avenue, De­
cember 16, which was largely attended 
by the officers and members. Much 
good work was accomplished. Twenty- 
two new members were enrolled and 
■welcomed by the society, as a result of 
tlie effectual work of the committee ap­
pointed at our meeting June 1, to go- 
licit new members for the Sunlight Cen­
ter Band. It was also decided that the 
headquarters or the place of meeting 
should be at the home of the general 
secretary, Mrs. W. A. Lindsey, 1413 N. 
Artesian avenue, until a hall should be 
procured In which to transact business. 
The- meeting adjourned to meet again 
January 15, 1898, at 8 p. m. All are in­
vited to join this band and assist in Uris 
good work, as it is the purpose of this 
society to strengthen the bonds of love 
and power between this mortal sphere 
and the spirit world, which must be 
done through the unison of souls here 
below as well as by those on high.”

Mrs. Nellie Barnes, an excellent me­
dium now residing in New York, writes: 
“While Spiritualism is not in such a 
flourishing condition in New York as 
should be expected of the largest mu­
nicipality In the United States, still the 
mediums and workers generally are 
striving to keep the movement ever in 
the upward direction, and hope to yet 
triumph over the obstacles which seem 
to have little rational reason for exist­
ence. Much of the apathy and indiffer­
ence unfortunately prevalent might be' 
dissipated were there a larger number 
of mediums here to present our grand 
truths in the varied phases; but to ac­
complish much speedily would require 
the strenuous efforts of more exponents 
of the various phases of mediumship 
tlian could find the means of subsist­
ence. Proselyting on an empty stomach 
is an arduous and discouraging labor. 
I have been holding materializing se­
ances here, No. 210 West 21st street, 
just two years, and I hope to continue, 
to the very best of my ability, this beau­
tiful demonstration of spirit return. 
Please find enclosed one dollar, sub­
scription for The Progressive Thinker. 
Your splendid- paper puts me in close 
touch with my earthly friends, even 
those of the farthest West whom I hope 
to meet personally before so very many 
moons shall have passed."

Mr. Thomas, secretary, writes: “Tlie 
First Spiritual Society of Horton, Mich,, 
opened services in October, with Mrs. 
Emily P. Beebe as speaker. They oc­
cupy the Horton church, promulgating 
the truths of Spiritualism and the fact 
of spirit return, from the same pulpit 
where Prof. Hagaman denounced Spir­
itualism last spring and called mediums 
all sorts of vile names. The good Meth­
odist friends have been very kind; they 
get kindness in return. The world does 
move, thanks to the heavenly force."

Mrs. S. C. Scovell, speaker for the 
Spiritual Science Society of Peoria, 
sends Intelligence to her family of the 
death of her father, Judge Wm. Cave, 
of Galena. Kansas. Mrs. Scovell was 
called to the bedside of her father two 
weeks ago, and has been in constant at­
tendance until his death, which took 
place on Thursday at 9:30 p. m. In the 
absence of Mrs. Scovell, her pulpit at 
Spiritual Science Hall, 205 Glendale 
avenue, will be occupied next Sunday 
night by Mr. Jacob Rummel!.— Evening 
Star. .

Fanner Coates has been holding se­
ances at Urbana, 111. The Courier of 
that city, says: “Voices were heard 
speakin g through the trampets, some 
of them being, or claiming to be, de­
ceased relatives of many jersons pres­
ent (A targe music box, playing a tune, 
floated around the room above the 
heads of tlie auditors, as did likewise a 
guitar on which ‘thruinming’ was made 
but no tune was played. Faint lights

Ever since anon -began to investigate 
the laws of,-nature, he has occupied 
Mmself almost exclusively with her ex­
ternal phenamcnar-wtth visible things, 
and with their causes and effects. But 
Spiritualism-teaches him that matter is 
only a manifestation of the Infinite 
Mind; that everything we behold is a 
thought of God, clothed upon with a 
material form; that what we suppose 
to be substantial Is merely a fugitive 
appearance or symbol of the essential; 
that there is an invisible and eternal 
life in the atom of gas, in the grain of 
sand, in the seed of a flower.

NATURE IS VITAL 
in every portion.of her magnificent do­
main; and wkat we mistake for death, 
in the plant, the animal, or tlie human 
being, is simply transformation,.and a 
sign of evolution from a. lower to a 
higher form of life. Spiritualism fur­
ther-teaches us, that everything we be­
hold iu the material world has pre-ex­
isted in the spiritual world; this being 
tlie world of causes, while our own is 
the world of effects. Here, we are sur­
rounded by fugitive shadows. There, 
we shall be in the presence of the en­
during realities, So that there is a 
profound truth in the woyds of Paul, 
that “the invisible things of God, from 
the creation of the world, are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things 
that are made.” ,

is a great lesson-book; oil the ever open 
pages of which ,we may read the de­
scriptive forecast of the innumerable 
objects of beauty, grandeur, majesty 
and loveliness, which will move us to 
admiration," rapture and gratitude in tbe 
after life. These are all prefigured, al­
though only faintly prefigured, upon 
earth. Everything that excites our 
wonder; that kindles within us the per­
ception of beauty, and at the same time 
provides for its exquisite gratification, 
while we are sojourners here, is but tho 
dim forshadowing of the glorious aud 
eternal landscapes by which we shall 
find ourselves surrounded in the mag­
nificent hereafter,

THE ANCIENT GREEKS 
entertained much saner and truer con­
ceptions of tlie future world, than the 
modern Christian, For they believed 
that the souls of the virtuousproceeded, 
after deutli, to the Elysian Fields; 
where, amidst bowers of unfailing ver­
dure, purling streams, musical water­
falls, and ffiowery meadows, they 
passed a life of eternal happiness, en­
veloped iu a soft; balmy and fragrant 
atmosphere, surrounded by those who 
had been most endeared to them on 
earth; and delighting in the society of 
tlie wisest aud best men and women of 
all the ages. In tills enchanting region, 
the spirits of the blessed pursue what­
ever inuocen(. and beneficent occupa­
tions they had followed upon earth; 
and the mental activity of the lower 
tote" of being, Is perpetuated, ennobled, 
elevated, and refined upon, in the 
higher. '■
\ ”' HOSIER ANp VIRtiiL. '
I cannot doubt that both Homer aud 

Virgil were inspired; when they penned 
their descriptions of the Elysian Fields; 
the accuracy of which has been, con­
firmed, In our own times, by the testi­
mony of thousands of visitors who 
come to us from thence; and whoso 
trustworthiness is established by tlie 
fact of their perfect agreement upon all 
essential points; differences of detail 
being satisfactorily explained, by the 
difference of tlie plane upon which they 
stand; as determined by the nature of 
their spiritual growth on earth. -

Its spiritual development In modern 
times, cannot be said to have com­
menced until the beginning of the fif­
teenth century, In Italy, and to have 
reached its culmination, for a time, 
about 200 years later, when a whole 
cluster of beautiful spirits were Incar­
nated almost simultaneously; and the 
works of Michael Angelo, Raffaelle, 
Da Vinci, Andrea del Sarto, Titian, Tin­
toretto, Donatello, Sansovini, and fifty 
others, became the wonder of Europe 
and the despair of posterity. These are 
all coming to the earth again, I have 
reason to believe, in the early years of 
the next century; when art will be spirit­
ualized to a degree hitherto unattain­
able; and the morning twilight of this 
splendid Renaissance, is already dis­
cernible in Gustave Dore's "Christ leav­
ing the Pretori uni;” in many of the 
paintings of Holman Hunt, G. F. Watts, 
and Burne-Jones; but more especially 
in those remarkable illustrations of the 
Life of Christ, which were painted in 
the Holy Land, under Impression, by 
Janies Tissot, the French artist; and 
have created such a feeling of religious 
fervor wherever they have been exhib­
ited.

“After Her Death. The Story of a 
Summer." By Lilian Whiting. No 
mind that loves spiritual thought can 
fail to be fed and delighted with this 
book. Beautiful spiritual thought, com­
bining advanced ideas on the finer and 
ethereal phases of Spiritualism, leading 
the mind onward.into the purer atmos­
phere of exalted spiritual truth. A 
book for tlie higher life. For sale at 
this office. Price^cloth, JI.

“The Religion of the Future." By S. 
Welk This Is, a work of far more than 
ordinary power and value, by a bold, 
untrammeled thinker. Spiritualists who 
love deep, clear thought, reverent for 
truth alone, .will be pleased with It, and 
well repaid Uy its’perusal. For sale at 
this office. Rric^i cloth, $1.25; paper.

The Paris correspondent of the Lon­
don Standard supplies the following no­
tice of a meeting of the Society of Psy­
chic Science: After some preliminary, 
business, a paper on the vital forces of 
man-was read by Dr. Baraduc. With 
an instrument of ills own invention 
which he has named tlie biometre, he 
has shown that the Vital forces do not 
depend on the Jaws of either heat or 
electricity. He constructed his obi 
metre on the principle of Fortin’s dyan- 
ometre, absolutely adiathermic aud adi- 
aelectrlc. A pointer like the hand of a 
watch Is supported ovqr a dial inside a 
glass vessel isolated by three compact 
layers of mica, alumen, linen cloth and 
collodion.

DR. BARADUC SAYS 
if a person touches the instrument tlie 
hand indicates the vital forces. Ex­
periments have demonstrated to the in­
ventor that the movements of the hand 
of his biimetre correspond with the 
state of mind of the person. Thus the 
hand is attracted by a person feeling 
happy, but is pushed backwards by a 
person suffering grief. Dr. Baraduc 
contends that he lias achieved even 
more, and that he has succeeded in pho­
tographing the humau vital forces.

HE DECLARED, 
that, by force of will, a person seated 
in a completely dark room in front of 
a photographic camera, had succeeded 
in producing a clear impression on a 
photographic plate. Moreover, by plac­
ing photographic plates on a human 
corpse in a completely dark room, they 
received an impression from the vital 
forces three hours after death,

DR. BARADUC CONCLUDES 
that there exists in a living man a va­
por of life which is the quintessence of 
movement. He cannot determine the 
cause of it. In his opinion that move­
ment must be connected with the vibra­
tions of the soul, and be palpable intel­
ligence. Dr. Baraduc concluded by call­
ing the attention of his hearers to the 
similarity between tho solar photo­
sphere and the vital atmosphere of 
man.

THROUGH THE OUIJA BOARD 
I should like to say, that although I 
have never yet hadVxperlence of a mes­
sage through the board from those still 
in tlie body, I have had numberless ones 
from those who have passed over. 
Some styles are so marked that mem­
bers of my family, while the communi­
cation is in progress, and without, a 
word from me, say at once, “Oh! that 
is so and so.” One happy little child 
spirit, a frequent and welcome visitor, 
announces his presence by whirling the 
board round and round, to commence 
with, as if in such joyous spirits tliat 
he can hardly “steady down” jo spell 
out his message; even then he cuts 
short the words, and dances about in 
between. I can describe the move­
ments in no other way. This child has 
often been seen by clairvoyants, stand­
ing at my side while talking to us 
through tlie boatd, full of gaiety and 
eagerness to give his news.

ANOTHER SPIRIT FRIEND, 
who was of a very vigorous personality 
In earth-life, raps on the letters with 
the decision nnd force which maria Ms 
character. The idlers, who merely 
come to while away the time, ramble 
about aimlessly, as if with no set pur­
pose in view, until told politely but 
firmly to withdraw, if they do not de­
sire help, pne peculiarity I have no­
ticed occasionally, and that Is, that 
when some friendly spirit is in posses­
sion of the board, if some other pass­
ing spirit tries to step in and Interrupt, 
the first communicant rushes up to the 
letter of his name and sticks there ns If 
glued to the board, until the intruder 
has gone. It Is really amusing; mean­
while, my hand on the small table 
seems to thrill with the pressure which 
is used to keep it in place, and I sense 
that a battle of wills is going on in 
which, of course, I am aiding my 
friendly spirit.

ON ONE OCCASION, 
some months ago, a young man, giving 
the name of Ariton, came for help and 
advice; he said he had been sent to me, 
that he wished to progress, but was al­
ways being pulled back by those around 
him. Our clairvoyant member of the 
family described him ns not wicked but 
weak and easily led away. He sudden­
ly wrote rapidly, “Hold me here." At 
the same time a band of dark spirit 
forms entered the room and surrounded 
him, trying to forcibly drag Mm away, 
our clairvoyant watching the scene. 
We all exerted our will power to keep 
him here, and desired earnestly for help 
from our trusted guides.
. ONE CAME AND STOOD. 
beside me and the unhappy stranger. I 
felt conscious that a struggle was going 
on; my arm tingled, and I was forced 
to use both hands to prevent the Ouija 
table being tipped away from under 
them, and the air became very cold 
around tlie board. I said to our friend, 
“Tell me if I may remove my hand 
from tlie Ouija.” Tlie single word, 
“Wait," was written in pencil through 
my daughter’s hand, and after a min­
ute, "Now." Our clairvoyant looked 
around; the black spirits had disap­
peared, and the man Ashton was lean­
ing back in a swooning attitude, with 
Ms garments torn, and supported by 
our friend, who shortly afterwards 
wrote: “This man is safe now; they 
have gone, and can never touch him 
again. He was just on the borderland 
of good and bad, and they would have 
dragged him back. If you had not held 
Mm till I came I could not have helped 
Him; I only just came In time."

“The Priesb theaWoman, and the Con­
fessional.” This ahook, by the well 
known Father- Chlnlquy, reveals the de­
grading, impute Influences and results 
Of the Romish confessional, as proved 
by the sad experience of many wrecked 
lives. Price, iby pail JI, For sale at 
this office. l ti is

-The Products of Israel.” By Prof 
C. H. CornillJ: of' tbe University of 
Koenigsbcrg. >A fcholarly and appreci­
ative historical review of the prophets 
of Israel and their works. For sale 
at this office Paper covers, 25c.

“Religious ana ^Theological Works of 
Thomas Paine.” Contains his celebrated 
“Age of Reason,” and a number of let­
ters and discourses on religious and the­
ological subjects. Cloth binding, 430 
pages. Price JI. For sale at this office.

•■Bible and Church Degrade Woman.” 
By Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Comprises 
three brief essays, on Tbe Effect of 
Woman Suffrage on Questions of Mor­
als and Religion; Tlie Degraded Status 
of Woman in the Bible; The Christian 
Church and Woman; written in Mrs. 
Stanton’s usual trenchant style. For 
sale at this office. Price 10 cents.

“The Strike of a Sex.” By George N. 
Miller. Price 25 cents. For sale at this 
office. . ■ ■ ' .
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great work of a master mind, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research into Na­
ture’s finer forces art here garnered 
and made amenable to the well-being of 
humanity. Medico.1 men especially, and 
scientists, general eiders and students 
of occult forces will find Instruction of 
great value and interest. A large, four- 
pound book, strongly bound, and con­
taining beautiful illustrative plates. 
For sale at this office. Price, postpaid, 
J5. It is a wonderful work and you 
will be delighted with it "

“The Gospel ot Buddha, According to 
Old Records.” Told by Paul Caros. 
This book is heartily commended to stu­
dents of the science of religions, and to 
all who would gain a fair conception of 
Buddhism in its spirit and living princi­
ples. Spiritualist or Christian can 
scarcely read it without spiritual profit 
Price JI. For sale at this office.

"Woman, Church and State.” By 
Matilda Joslyn Gage. A royal volume, 
of more than common intrinsic value. 
The subject is treated with masterly 
ability; showing what the church has 
and has not dene for woman. It is full 
of informationonthesubjectand should 
be read by every one. Price $2, post­
paid.

“From Soul to Soul.” By. Emma Rood 
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems 
of thought Inpoetlc diction in this hand­
some volume, wherewith to sweeten 
hours of leisure and enjoyment. Price 
JLOO. For sale at this office.

Englanil.
phenomena.

This word is one of the best-abused, 
because most often misused, of any in 
common use among Spiritualists. It is 
plural, not singular. To see a table rise 
from the floor with three men upon it, 
while the medium merely touches the 
surface, or dips his hands into tum­
blers, is a most startling phenomenon; 
and when one has witnessed tbe varied 
manifestations of spirit presence and 
power through strong mediums, espe­
cially where the Identity of the spirit is 
established by messages spelled out by 
raps or tilts, or by clear Impersonations 
and communications through en­
tranced mediums (such as Mrs. Piper, 
for instance), then the phenomena are 
clear evidences of continued existence 
after death, and phenomenal Spiritual­
ism, merging as It does of necessity 
into the mental and personal phases of 
mediumship, necessarily leads up to the 
philosophical, ethical, and religious as­
pects of (lie great science-religion of hu­
manity. Hence, therefore, tlie phenom­
ena are the basis of the science of the 
Intercourse between the two worlds. 
It is wrong to say “the phenomena is,” 
and atitention to this fact would save 
many a speaker from criticism.

Spiritualism stands for spirit. Many 
people talk about the “immortal soul,” 
“the human soul,” and frequently use 
the words “soul” and “spirit” Inter­
changeably—meaning thereby the con­
scious entity, tbe ego, the real man. 
But man is a trinity—animal body, 
spirit-body (or body of tbe spirit), and 
spirit. Or body, soul and spirit. The 
term “soul" here meaning the spirit’s 
body. The word "soul” is used fre­
quently to mean the duality that sur­
vives when the animal body lias died, 
viz., the spirit-body aud the spirit. 
People speak of “departed souls" aud 
"departed spirits,” whereas they do not 
of necessity depart. They frequently 
linger round the old homes, .the old 
haunts. Further, after the body’s 
death man is still a trinity, for the spir­
it-body (really soul), which is then the 
outermost organism, is pervaded by a 
more subtile ethereal organism, which 
serves the purpose of tlie intermediate 
between tho spirit and the body. God 
Is spirit. Life is spirit. Man is spirit- 
grown self-conscious and bodied forth 
through soul and body. But since the 
word soul has a theological flavor and 
significance, let us stick to our own 
nomenclature of body, spirit-body, and 
spirit.

the literature of psychic photography, 
but we venture to believe that his work 
In thia direction is not yet finished. So 
far, the results of the general run of 
such experiments have been made the 
subject of much controversy, but we 
still hope that the subject may be 
placed upon a definite and satisfactory 
basis. Should such a desirable con­
summation be reached, it is not too 
much to say that the researches and 
records of Mr. Glendinning, as, perhaps, 
the principal authority on the subject 
now living, will have contributed ma­
terially to the result. ’

The following is the summarized ac­
count of tbe experiments referred to:

Prepared dry plates were obtained by 
Mr. Glendinning direct from a manu­
facturer, who guaranteed that the 
whole were made from new sheets of 
glass. Each plate was put by the man­
ufacturer in a black paper envelope, 
and gummed.

Mr. Glendinning put six of these In 
one of his pockets, and Mr. A. under­
took to get a picture on one of them by 
occult means, without seeing the plates 
or their envelopes. Tills was done In 
about two seconds. Mr. Glendinning 
then removed tbe six from his pocket, 
and Mr. A., by holding each to his fore­
head, picked out the plate on which he 
said the “astral ray” bad acted. Mr. 
Glendinning went alone to the dark 
room, tore off the black envelope, and, 
on development found a portrait on the 
plate.

' EXPERIMENT NO. TWO.
Mr. Glendinning procured from the 

Eastman Company a dozen X-ray sen­
sitized sheets, each of them in a closed 
black envelope. He took three sheets 
out of a parcel for certain experiments 
with animal magnetism, then closed the 
parcel, and put it on a table in front of 
him. Mr. A., who was sitting apart, 
undertook to get a picture on one of the 
sheets. In about two seconds he said 
it was done; Mr. Glendinning opened 
the parcel, nnd Mr. A. picked out the 
sheet on which he said a picture would 
be found. He described it as a horse, 
on which was seated a rider holding a 
spear, and a wild animal attacking the 
horse. Again, Mr. Glendinning went 
alone to the dark room, and on develop­
ing the sheet found a picture, as de­
scribed by the seer, Mr. A.

It lias been supposed by those who 
have no practical experience in psychic 
photography that defects on psychic 
forms, appearing identically with dif­
ferent sitters, is proof of fraud. Mr. 
Glendinning states it Is not so, as Mr. 
Traill Taylor and himself have had ex­
periences" of that kind under strict test 
conditions. And now tbe same thing 
has happened in his recent experiments 
with Mr. A., the occultist.
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Gathered from the Highways, By-wava !f ^ ^^^ B. Hulk ’ tM Kffl 
neat book of selections from Mra. Hulls beat poem? 
sermons and essaye. and conlalus a aplendld portrait 
of the author, also a portrait, of Moses Hull. Price* neatly bound In English cloth, It. mce*

and How Ifo Ascend Them, 
„?ra few thoughts on how Co reach that altitude 
where apIrltlSBUpremo and all things are subject to 

W 1th portrait. By Musks Hull. Just tho book 
to teach you that you are a spiritual being, and to 
show you how to educate your spiritual faculties. 
ceuV'^UUU^ 1° ^oth. 40 cents] la paper cover, 25 

Hew Thought. . ;,
Volume I, Nicely bound In cloth, 579 large, beauti- ' 

fully printed pages. Portraits of several of tbe best 
speakers and mediums. The mutter all original and 
presenting In an attractive form the highest phase of 
the Spiritual Philosophy. Price, only $1. w. * 
Hew Thought. , J '-

Or, the Inspired Heroine of Orleans. Spiritualism 
as a Leader of Annies. By Mokes Hull. This 1b at 
once tbe most truthful history of Joan of Arc, and, 
one of tbe most convincing arguments on Spiritualism 
ever written. No novel was ever more thrlUlngly in­
teresting; no history more true. Price in cloth, 
cents; paper cover, 25 cents.

By Moses Hull. A compound of thO two pamph­
lets, “The Irrepressible Conflict,” and "Your Answer • 
or Your Life;” with Important additions, making a- 
book of 160 pages all fur 25 cents. This book contain! 
statistics, facts and documents, on the tendencies of 
the times, that ©Very oue should have. •

or Christ and Mediumship, 
Careful comparison of some of the Spiritualism 

and Mediumship of the Bible with that of to-day. By 
Moses Hull. An Invincible argument proving that 
Jesus was only a medium, subject to all tbe condl- . 
tions of modern mediumship. It also shows that alt 
tbe manifestations throughout the Old and New Testa­
ment were under the same conditions that medium* 
require to day; and that the coming of Christ is tho re­
turn of to the world. 48 pages. Price*
10 cents. • ,

or Death and Its To-Morrow. ^ 
Tbe Spiritual Idea of Death, Heaven and Hell. BY ‘ 

Moses Hull. This pamphlet besides giving the Bplr* 
nuallstlc interpretation of many things in the Bible— 
Interpretations never before given, explains tba . 
heavens and hells believed in by Spiritualists. Price. ■ 
10 cents, ■ ;•
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An Adventist attack on Spiritualism repulsed. By 
Moses Hull. Price, 5 cents.

Phenomena, with Explana­
tory Anecdotes, Descrip- ' 

tions and Ke minis-

T)Y CARL SEXTUS. THE BOOS IS 
JLx largely a record of the facta and demonstration# 
which the. author bus seen, hoard of or prerented In 
bls own experiments. The history of the various 
phases of the science Is succinctly presented, and tbe 
Various theories clearly stated. Many of the expert* 
meats described occu-red la Chicago, The pictorial 
illustrations add much to the interest and value of th 3 
book, which will be found very interesting to the gen­
eral reader, as well as helpful and Instructive to the 
student. The work la a handsome volume of 
pages, bound In cloth. Price, $2.00, Fur 
the office of Tax Peogkeebivs Thistm.

SPIRITUAL HARP
A Collection of Vocal Music for tho 

Choir, Congregation and Social
(I Circles. • -

By J. M. Peebles and J. O. Barrett; B. H. Bailey,
Musical Editor. New edition. Culled from a wide 
field of literature with the most critical care, free 
from all theological bias, throbbing with tbe soul of 
Inspiration, embodying the principles end virtues of 
the spiritual philosophy, set to the moat cheerful and. 
popular music, (nearly all original), and adapted to all 
wcmIom,K1b doubtless tbe most attractive work of 
the kind ever pnblkbed. IU beautiful songs, duets 
and quartets, with piano, organ or melodeon acchm- 
panlment, adapted both to public meetings and tbe 
•octal circles. Cloth, 12.00. Postage 14 cento.

Out of the Depths Into the Ligh t
By Samuel Bowles: Mn. Carrie E. S. Twine me. 

num. Tbit Utile book win bo read with piteue l» 
Wrest by thousands. Price Keeme, ^
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AN OPEN LETTER

0. H. MATHEWS.at once.
New Philadelphia, O.

BOOK REVIEWS.

AS WE MAKE IT WE WILL FIND IT.

To tbe Rev. Dr. Becker, President of the 
National Anti-Spiritualist

- Association.

if ATER I AI42JA^?I0J? "DOUBTED. body, he will wind up by being roasted 
A1 Chicago literacy la^y, in The Pro-

grelisiyo Thinker of Ovt. 9, expresses 
hef,: doubts anti ?>beli^r as follows: 
“Whether there ever has been a genu-

himself.
GHASTLY FUN.

ANOTHER GONE ASTRAY.

—J. L. McCreery.

Bttttattttttttttttttttttttttt
QUESTIONS

£ ANSWERS
This department is under the management of 

HUDSON TUTTLE.
Uddress him at Berlin Heights, Oliio.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let­
ters. Full name and address must be given, or the letters 
will not be read. If the request be made, the name will 
not be published. The correspondence of this depart­
ment has become excessively large, especially letters of 
inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely 
give whatever information I am able, the ordinary court­
esy of correspondence is expected. - "

HUDSON TUTTLE.

. L. G. Comparet: Q. Will you, if you can, tell me 
where I may procure that beautiful poem entitled “there 
Is No Death,” and also the true author, as there appears 
to be a difference of opinion who the true author is?

' A- In answer the poem is here introduced, with the 
real author’s name: .

THERE IS NO DEATH.
There is no death! The stars go down 

To rise upon some fairer shore;
And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown 

They shine for evermore.
There is no death! The dust we tread 

ghall change beneath the summer showers 
To golden grain or mellowed fruit 

Or rainbow-tinted flowers.
The granite rocks disorganize, .

Aud feed the hungry moss they bear;
The forest leaves drink daily life, 

From out’the viewless air. -
There is no death! The leaves may fail, 

And flowers may fade and pass away;
They only wait, through wintry hours, . 

The coining of the May.
Where’er he sees a smile too bright, 

Or heart too pure for taint and vice, 
He bears it to that world of light, .

To dwell in Paradise.
There is no death! An angel form 

Walks o’er the earth with silent tread; - 
He hears our best loved things away;.

And then we call them “dead.”
He leaves our hearts all desolate, 

He plucks pur fairest, sweetest flowers;
Transplanted into bliss, they now 

Adorn immortal bowers.
Born unto that undying life, 

They leave us but to come again;
With joy we welcome them the same 

Except their ain and pain. , 
The bird-like voice, whose joyous tones, 

Made glad these scenes of sin and strife, 
Sings now an everlasting song . 

Around the tree of fife.
And ever near us, though unseen, 

The dear immortal spirits tread;
For all tlie boundless universe- " ' '

Is life—there are no dead. '

Dr. E. D. Babbitt has already forwarded the following 
letter to Dr. Becker:

253 South Broadway, Los Angeles, Cal., Dec. 7,1897.
R^v. Hr. Becker: j ■

Dear Sir:—As you are the president of the Anti-Spir­
itualist Association, and have shown more fairness than 
the most of the other members seem to have done, I have 
concluded to send you my. work called “Religion,” so that 
you may know what position is taken by the philosophical 
Spiritualist. The Anti-Spiritualist convention at Ander­
son seems almost totally unaware of what Spiritualism is, 
or else they have indulged in falsehood and calumny of 
the most wicked kind. If Mr. Covert had been better ac­
quainted with the position of the Spiritualists, he might 
not have got so fearfully used up by Moses Hull. As he 
found himself cornered- up and headed off in all direc­
tions, he acted like a madman in his blackguardism. I 
was formerly'' a great worker in Sunday-schools and 
church causes, but the Bible and the church were almost 
entirely ignorant of human destiny and of man’s real fu­
ture. After lighting the Spiritualists for twenty years as 
foolishly as the Antis are fighting them now, I became 

.overwhelmingly convinced of the truth of the possibility 
of spirit communion, and after many tears, prayers and 
struggles .against the new philosophy, I was conquered, 
for a diviner universe in harmony with all nature opened 
up before me, my mind became kindled by the higher in­
spirations. I perceived ineffable glories, and I was en­
abled to make those great underlying discoveries which 
liave already blessed several nations besides our own, I 
can gay that my aspirations became nobler, my mind 
broader and wiser and my life better and liappier.

In this work, “Religion,” whatever may be its imperfec­
tions, you will see how easily is explained the pliilosophy 
of moral evil, which orthodoxy, even of Dr. Taylor, of 
Yale College, has never been able to explain rationally. 
On p. 375 you wiR see the forms of the celestial realms, of 
which, the church is so ignorant, and in chapter xv you 
will see an array of wonderful facts in favor of Spiritual­
ism, including also a list of a large number of the great 
names of the world who are Spiritualists. In the light 
of such facts, does it not sound pusillanimous to call me­
diums and Spiritualist generally, “fools and knaves?”

I welcome the Anti-Spiritualist Association so far as 
they will give us a truthful and uprightopposition,as they 

-may prove to be valuable auxiliaries in helping us to ex­
pose the fraudulent elements that sometimes creep in 
among ns, just as the same kind of elements attended 
early Christianity. If your policy, however, is to crush 
us out by main force, without reference to the many 
grand reforms and sublime principles which we are giv­
ing to the world, you will prove yourselves both unfair 
and wicked and the missiles you hurl against us will be 
boomerangs which shall smite yourselves. Much better 
would it be if your brethren could be converted to Chris­
tianity, for then they would become more loving, more 
truthful and more 'ready to annul some of those mon­
strous dogmas which blaspheme the Divine Father.

B. D. BABBITT, M. D.
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ALL ABOUT DEVILS.
Or, »n Inquiry u to wiietUer’Modem 

and other Great Reforms comp from 
Majesty ud His Subordinates In _ 
Darkness. W pages. By Hoags HvtL. 
For Mile at thu office.

. William Curran, 1 Harrison Terrace, Truro, Eng.: Q. 
'rr(i) We read in books on astronomy that the earth’s axis 
j is inclined 23| degrees; may this ever increase, say to 50 
b degrees, or diminish, say to 10 degrees, or in other words, 

, c|o they ever change;1 and if so, in which direction are 
/ they moving now.

, (2) Talcing the whole volume of water now on the 
face of the earth, is it increasing or decreasing?

A. (1) The axial diameter of the earth is twenty-six 
and one half miles less than its equatorial. In other 
words it is flattened at the poles into an oblate spheroid. 
This is the result of its rotation on its axis, and was pro­

. duced when the earth was a yielding fluid, and is in exact 
ratio to the velocity of rotation. This axis is inclined 
23| degrees to the eliptic, or the plane of the earth’s or­
bit. Uninfluenced these relations would continue abso­
lutely unchanged, but this form of tlie earth presents dis­
turbing conditions to the sun’s and moon’s attraction, 
and the result is that the equinoctial points slowly retro­
grade on the zodiac from east to west, completing the cir­
cle in 25,000 years. There is a slight “wobbling” of the 
axis, like that of a spinning top, which also returns after 
definite periods to the point from which it started. This, 
however, is confined to narrow limits and there never has 
been, nor can there be a radical change in the axis of the 
earth. Its form prevents. All bodies move in the 
groove of least resistance, and a spheroid can no more 
change, than a balance wheel could revolve parallel to its 

■ shaft. It follows that any attempt to account for changes 
of climate by tlie theory of polar changes must be er- 

< roneous.
I (2) Water is formed by the union of the gases oxygen 
land hydrogen, a process constantly going on in the min­

n oral realm by heat, electric currents, and in the living tis- 
\< sues of plants and animals. Its decomposition is cquaUy 
‘ active, so that on the whole the quantity remains quite 

the same. It is probable that vast aggregations of min­
erals have been created by the processes of life, as the 
mountains of limestone, of iron, the phosphates, etc. Ev­
ery particle of these has been formed in living tissues. 
Of tlie vast oceans which lave the continents, the waters 
may not be referred as exclusively to this source, for life 
cannot begin nor flourish without water, yet it is a large 
contributor thereto.

physician over forty years of age accepted Harvey’s the­
ory of the circulation of the blood. By that age the mind 
of most men becomes fixed in its habits of thought, and 
does not take kindly to change. Such become ” ”

C. C. Williams: Q. (1) How explain the wonderful 
mirage recently seen in Alaska, said to be of a silent city?

(2) Do spirits actually materialize?
A. (1) The story of the “silent city” in Alaska is 

without foundation in truth.
(2) That spirits have the power to, make themselves 

visible, is among the well determined facts of Spiritual­
ism. That they are able to gather material garments 
that remain after they have disappeared; to press down 
the scales by id^hts as heavy as average mortals, or as­
tonish the spdKators with their warmth, and fetid breath 
are among Uto passing frauds of that cause.

Harriet E. Perror: Q. Do you know if the state­
ment is true that Prof. Huxley once said that every scien­
tific explorer and investigator ought to die at the age of 
sixty, as thereafter they were too slow and incapable of 
discerning scientific problems? '

A. Huxley probably said the above as a joke, and yet 
it has the cogency of truth. It has been said that no

weights and o]jstraction8 to the car of ptogress.
dead

From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood Tuttle. ___ 
In of poetry will find gems of thought in poetic diction 
la this handsome volume, wherewith to sweeten houn of 
Wsure and enjoyment Price $1. For sale at this office.

Lov-

'• A;

They say there’s a land much fairer than this, 
Where the saints will eternally reign; •

And also a land, where eternal bliss
Excludes every semblance of pain. • ■ • -

They say there’s a land that is fairer than day, 
Whiph by faith we can see from afar.

Oh, is tliere more joy just over the way, .
And pleasure, than just where we are? .

Is there no place on this earth that is fair, 
For those who are noble and true; .

For those who their comforts unselfishly share;
To help some distressful one through?

Is there no place where the harps can be played, 
And sweet songs be sung on this plane

For the loving and kind whom nature delayed 
To finish with sorrow and pain?

Are there no angels of love over here, 
This side of the dark, gloomy grave?

No spirits of mercy to whisper good cheer 
To the noble, but down-trodden slave?

Is there no sweetness in beauteous spring;
No soul-love in fragrance of flowers;

No pleasure in seeing and touching some tiling 
Produced by earth’s life-giving powers?

In perfumes of autumn, and winter’s pure air,
And pureness of fresh-fallen snow, 

Are there no inklings on earth anywhere
That we may have heaven below?'

Is tliere no heaven in home harmony;
No joy in the coo of a child;

No sunlight in smiles and wife’s company;
No bliss on this earth undefiled? • ’

Away with such visions! There’s sunlight and bliss
As we make them, our pathway all o’er;

The Spirit-land beauty but duplicates this.
As we make it we’ll find it—no more.

DR. T. WILKINS.

Ine case of materialization under guise 
of the'common conditions prescribed by 
the cabinet and thendark .seance room, 
I very much daubti; however, It Is the 
privilege of each individual to settle the 
truth of the mattor.ieither according to 
the operator’s conscience or the gullibil­
ity or credulity of the investigator or 
patron." In this doubt of the truth of 
materialization our literary lady puts 
herself in antagonism to tens of thou­
sands of experienced Spiritualists, 
many of whom have been patient inves­
tigators of spirit pheiiomena under test 
conditions for upwards of forty-five 
years. These people include such scien­
tists as Prof. Williahi'Crookes, of Lon­
don, Eng., Prof. A. D. Wallace; Camille 
Flammarlon; to say nothing of the ex­
periments of the writer under crucial 
test conditions. True, our literary lady 
modifies her first assertion and says: “I 
do not say that nd one ever saw true 
materialization at a seance; but I do 
say that I never witnessed anything 
whatever that I could call a genuine 
manifestation, and I have been a con­
stant visitor and a careful, conscien­
tious investigator for more than ten 
years.” If our lady friend will pursue 
her investigations tor five, ten, or even 
fifteen yeara longer, I have no doubt 
she will come to a knowledge of the 
truth and change her mind. I have wit­
nessed full form materializations, in 
my own parlors, by two noted mediums, 
and one equally good at Lake Brady, 
Ohio, where several members of my 
own family were recognized, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. Mrs. Annie 
Besant, in a lecture, “Immortality Es­
tablished,” published in tlie same paper, 
(Oct. 9), refers to Prof. Crookes, who 
had a materialized form present under 
his eyes at the time that he saw the me­
dium. Prof. Orookqs Invented a par­
ticular kind of a lamp, which, suddenly 
opened, would touch a preparation of 
phosphorus, giving a light that would 
not disturb the conditions. Madame 
Besant expresses if tersely, when she 
says: “So it is true that there are cer­
tain combinations of matter which do 
not hold together under the vibrations 
of ether set up by certain kinds of 
light. That Is all it is. It Is merely 
certain Wave motions breaking up these 
aggregations of ethereal matter.” Prof. 
Crookes being a chemist and an electri­
cian, it Is hardly probable that he was 
imposed upon. There are plenty of re­
liable mediums who can be depended 
upon. My advice -to those who would 
investigate tills interesting phase of 
Spiritualism, is to read the experience 
of such men as Prof. Crookes and oth­
ers, und thus prepare their minds for 
the realization of truths whieh the av­
erage man Is incapable of appreciating, 
especially in these (days of Increasing 
materialism in the church.

AN INFERNAL BpLLET.
Am ‘(infernal bujlet”,’ has been, in­

vented 4n .Birmingham, Eng., fqr the 
use of the British army.) ht expands af­
ter entering tlie flesh and produces a 
Jagged ho(e. It.Js,§aid,to hfi the most 
terrible itound-prddut!er"ever known. 
Of course, none but modern Christian 
waifare could-ever think of using such 
a “devilish!’device.

About forty students of the Cleve­
land, Ohio, Homeopathic Medical Col­
lege got on a “tear” recently and stole 
a corpse from the pickling vats of the 
college. In order to add to the fun(l) 
they dressed it up in white trousers, 
coat and hat and paraded through the 
streets, stopping at the saloons on their 
route, drinking themselves aud pouring 
liquor into the cadaver, while they held 
it up to the bar. Many good people were 
horrified at the ghoulish proceeding. 
The Plain Dealer, which devoted over a 
column to this devilish doing, said tlie 
students visited the “tenderloin.” dis­
trict. The corpse was finally dumped 
into an empty barrel. It might not be 
improper to remark that this is the kind 
of timber that many physicians are 
made of. This is a Christian country, 
and don’t you forget it. A friend at my 
elbow suggests that if the spirit of this 
“poor bartender, (who was a regular 
good fellow In his day)" it is alleged, 
takes cognizance of this execrable per- 
formanee, he may give the students a 
peck of trouble for interfering with bls 
double.

“GHOST LAND.”
Since the foregoing was written, I 

have been glancing at your wonderful 
book, "Gihost Land.” On page 45 I 
read the following clear-cut sentence:

“Man as a perfect organism cannot 
die. The mould in which he is formed 
must perish, in order that tho soul may 
go free. The envelope,' or magnetic 
body that binds body and soul together, 
is formed of force and elementary spir­
it; henfe this stays fora time with the 
soul after death, and enables it to return 
to, or linger around the earth for prov­
idential purposes until it has become 
purified from sin; but even this at 
length drops off, and then the soul 
Jives as pure spirit, in spirit realjns, 
gloriously bright, radiantly Ihappy 
strong, powerful, eternal, infinite. 'That 
is heaven; that it is to dwell with God; 
such souls are his angels.”

Everyone should become a subscriber 
to The Progressive Thinker for one 
year, and receive, as a free gift, a copy 
of this truly Interesting volume, $1.80 
pays for the paper and the book. Send

ENCYCLOPEDIA
...OF...

BIBLICAL SPIRITUALISM
..,OR...

A CONCORDANCE
To the principal passages of the Old and Neu 

Xeitanient Scriptures which prove 
or imply Spiritualisuif

Together with » brief history of the origin ot many ot 
the important books of tho Bible.

BY MOSES HUEL,

Much that is in this book appeared tn an abridged 
farm In a series of nine full page# of The Progress- 
ivm Thinkeb. These articles were prepared at the 
call of hundreds of Spiritualist# who felt tho need ot 
•omakiudof document for ready reference. They 
only seemed towhet the appetite for more: hence the 
publication of this work. '

Theauthor, Moses Hull, ha# written many volumes 
on SpirltualiBtiBtic and other themes and each one Is 
full of careful study on ' tho subject chosen; Mr. 
Hull, In bl# Introduction of this work says:

‘‘Hoping that this book will servo to lead the people 
out of tho wilderness of doubt aud despair; and that 
when Spiritualism shall have wrested. the Bible from 
Its‘sanctified' enemies, It will not ‘spike* It, but will 
use It to batter down the walls of Christian supersti­
tion and ignorance, I send it out on its errand of en­
lightenment with the humble prayer that It will prove 
a divine benediction to every reader.’’

Th# Engyolopedia of Biblical Bpieitualism 
contains 885 pages, beautifully printed on good paper, 
contains a full-page portrait of the author and Is 
handsomely bound in cloth, Every Spiritualist should 
have this work.
PRICE SI. FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.

IMMORTALITY,
... OR ...

FUTUBE HOMES AND DWELL­
ING PLACES.

BY DR. J. M. PEEBLES.

UNEEALITY.

Not all the beauty of the summer sea.
Not all the splendor of the summer sky, 

Can bring content to lodge an hour with me;
For summer time goes by.

Not all your kisses, all your beauty bright 
Which is my sun, your voice which is my song, 

Can cage for me the pinions of delight;
You will not love me long.

For all good things go by—and joy is brief, 
And life is very long and and very cold;

So my dreams mourn the death of love and leaf 
.. Ere yet their year grows old. ’

But when the’winter comes and you are gone. 
The flowers all faded and the songs all sting, 

My dreams will keep the crown the years put on 
When love and time were young.

—From the Pall Mall Gazette.

"“The "Infidelity of Ecclesiasticism. A Menace to 
American Civilization.” By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, lec­
turer upon physical, physiological and psychic science. 
Demonstrator of tlie molecular or spiritual hypothesis of 
nature. Scholarly, masterly, trenchant. Price 25 cents. 
For sale at this office.

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to Old Records.” 
Told by Paul Carus. This book is heartily recommended 
to students of the science of religions, and to all who 
would gain a fair conception of Buddhism in its spirit and 
living principles. Spiritualist or Christian can scarcely 
read it without spiritual profit. Price $1. For sale at 
this office. l ' ' ... .. . . - ;

“The Watseka Wonder.” To the student of psychic 
phenomena, this pamphlet is intensely interesting. It 
gives detailed accounts of two cases of “double conscious­
ness,” namely Mary Lurancy Vennum, of Watseka, Hl.,

W. B. Shank, pf Cincinnati, 0., 
tendher of a Bible class, and constant 
attendant nt the U. B. church In that 
city, was arrested in Denver, Colo., Oc­
tober 9, charged with embezzling five 
or six thousand dollars of his employ­
er’s cash. A divorce from his wife, 
caused by his love tor another married 
woman In the church, tends to compli­
cate the case. A thousand dollars ali­
mony due his wife, was forgotten In bls 
haste to get away. Religion had struck 
him very hard. ■

HYPNOTISM.
In Perry township, Geauga county, 

O., a couple of ladles allowed an oculist 
to examine their eyes. He proved to be 
an expert hypnotist, and before they 
knew It, had got $57 of their cash. It 
tool: twenty-four hours for them to re­
cover from the spell. They no longer 
pronounce hypnotism (mesmerism) a 
humbug, to be sneered at, but a science 
to be understood and "handled with 
care.” (

CHANGED HIS RELIGION..
Alleged spirit rappings have caused 

Thomas'Tailman, of Malone, N. ,Y., to 
change his religion from Protestant to 
Catholic, and it has created consider­
able excitement The strange noises oc­
curred in the room where Tallman's 
son lay sick in 'bed. Tallman was a 
Protestant and married a Roman Cath­
olic wife. He had promised his wife 
to comply with her yrishes and become 
a Catholic, but had failed to do so. He 
thought that to comply now might pos­
sibly exorcise his “unwelcome and un­
seen guests.” Tbe cappings, however, 
continue with unabated liveliness. The 
best way out of this ttiuddle is to send 
for the priest, and lfet him perform some 
of his genuflexions, and that, with a 
few Latin prayers, may persuade them 
to vacate the promises. A better way 
would be to do as Hamlet did to his 
father’s ghost, “bld liim welcome.” Ig­
norance of such matters in this enlight­
ened (!) age Is ■ftttla’short of criminal­
ity. We have had the “raps” (Intermit­
tent), In the MatheW mansion for lo, 
these twenty years^and jhlwtiys greet 
them cordially. Whenever go back on 
onr friends. While’! white to-day they 
manifest their pres^rice wa lively man-

SOMNAMBUtlSM.
Miss Susie Sterling/ df near Sedalia, 

Mo., Is remarkable as a somnambulist 
One night recently ■’she inis heard get­
ting up about 11 f>. mV’Investigation 
disclosed that MlsSiiSterilng was In a 
sound sleep; but sheihadr written a very 
intelligible letter awhilei asleep, ad­
dressed to a musicS’teffClier, apprising 
her of having gained hdr mother’s con­
sent to continue, her musical studies. 
Here is a case too the। Psychical Re­
search Society to wrest|e(iwith.

SINFUL PLEASURES.
Milledgeville. Ga,,9^ias had. the most 

extensive religious Revival In its his­
tory. Frenzy reached its height in the 
attempts of many converts to destroy 
their property,, which they considered 
had given them“slnful pleasure.” One 
convert burned 500 packs of cards pur­
chased for sale. They will cool off 
when cold weather strikes them.

MORE WORKS OF, THE DEVIL.
Rey. Arthur S. Peck; state secretary 

of the Missionary Alliance, in a sermon 
at Youngstown, O.; denounced the Re­
publican, Democratic,. Prohibition, Pop­
ulist,. Woman's Suffragist and all other 
political and all religious sects as works 
of tlie devil. He said he Fad fiound-

Reminiscences of California Life, Be­
ing an Abridged Description of Scenes 
which the Author Has Passed Through 
in California and Other Lands. By R. 
N. Wilcox, Avery, O., to which is added 
a Lecture on Psychic Science, and an 
Article on Church and State, by his son, 
R. P. Wilcox. Wilcox Print. Price, $1.

An octavo volume of 290 pages, re­
cording the life experience and thoughts 
of a busy man. Mr. Wilcox and his 
wife are known to the spiritual public 
by their activity in the cause. They re­
modeled one of their large dwelling­
houses at Avery into a spiritual hall, 
and engaging Mr. F. A. Dunakln, gave 
the public free meetings, and estab­
lished a lyceum in connection there­
with. Belli society and lyceum are in a 
flourishing condition, and are now sup­
ported by the members.

He has taken interest in Lake Helen 
Camp, In Florida, and spared neither 
time nor pains in investigation. For a 
time he assisted his son, then a mere 
lad, in publishing “The Review,” a spir­
itual paper which gained considerable 
circulation.

He began life an a farm in Connecti­
cut, and at an eariy age was appren­
ticed to the carpenter’s trade. He had 
not completed his apprenticeship when 
the California gold fever broke out, and 
he drifted with the others to the Golden 
Gate. His experience and descriptions 
of the early times makes chapters of 
great interest, written In a simple, unaf­
fected style. He has a rare faculty of 
speaking of the little things which es­
cape most travelers, and which every 
one desires to know. As he has since 
attempted to make a home in the Gold­
en State, and visited it In 1887 for the 
third time, he combines his eariy mem­
ories with the present, and a more com­
plete and satisfactory description of 
that country has not been given.

A vein of spiritual philosophy runs 
through the book, culminating in the 
lecture on Psychic Science.

HUDSON TUTTLE.

AN INVALUABLE WORK!
This admirable work contains what a hundred 

spirit#, good Md evil, flay of their dwelling-place*. 
Give us detail!—details and accurate delineation* ot 
life in the Spirit-world I—Is tbe constant appeal ot 
thoughtful minds. Death is approaching. Whither— 
oh, whither! Shall I know my friends beyond the 
tomb? Will they know me? What is their present 
condition, and what their occupations? In this vol­
ume the spirits, differing as they may, are allowed to 
speak for themselves. No man is better qualified 
than Dr. Peebles to place a work of this kind before 
the people. Ho treats of the Mysteries of Life; 
Doubt# and Hopes; The Bridging of the River; Fore­
gleams of the Future; Testimony of Saints; Tho 
Growth and Perfection of tho Spiritual Body; Is It 
tbe Soul or Body that Sins?; Clothing In the Spirit* 
world; Our Little Ones Ln Heaven; The Personal Ex­
periences of Aaron Knight; The Red Man’a Testi­
mony; Evil Spirits; Testimony of Physicians in Spirit­
Life; The Homes of Apostles and Divines; The 
Friends and Shakers in Spirit-Life; Spirit Homes of 
Bruno and Other#; Many Voices from the Spirit­
Land. Many other matters are treated, too numer­
ous to mention. Price #1<< postage, 12 cento. For 
me at this office.______________________ __

HERESY,
.. . OR . . .

LED TO THE LIGHT.
J. Thrilling t Psychological Story of Evangel^ 

gallon and Free Thought It is to Protest­
antism what tho ••Secrets of the Con* 

vent** is to Catholicisms

BY HUDSON TUTTLE.

SEERS OF THE AGES
Embracing Gplrituallam, ^st Md present.

M. Peebles, M. D. An encyclopaedia intMfuj 
and Inatrncttye Ueta.. Price tf^ ———

ANGEL WHISPERINGS
F»r the Searchjer Alter Tratb.1 

sr uixtriB j. R&r. '
AU who lovo genuine poetry of mart

•nd Bpirltual quality, should read UH* book. TkO 
Work u handsomely bound aud Is clearly nrlatedfli 
good paper. For sale at thli office. Frloe ’

iNTmviEwTwH^miiS 
ByC*rrUjta.Swing,iuMUbl PriotNouai*.

THE AGE OF REASON?
By Tliomas F*lne. Being an Investigation Tru. *nd TabnlouB Theology. 1 new and cMupleloSJ 
^»S« P»>

ROMANISM AND THE RH
PUBLIC.

/J IV0HK-THATEV£RYLOVER Ot 
.{I hi# country ahould have at hand forcouiultei 
Uon. By Bav. Isaac J. Lansing, M. A. This ba med 
able work, consisting of a Discussion of the FurpoaaA 
Assumption*, Principles and Method# of the RomS 
Catholic Hierarchy. The work contain* iffipage#, am 
may be considered a mine of valuable Information 
every patriot to Upland- Price ti. For Mis at thU 
am oc,

BIBLE MARVEL WORKER® 
\lM) THE WONDROUS ROWES 
fl which helped or made them perform might! 
work* and utter Inspired words, together with som 
Personal Trait* and Characteristics of Prophet#. Am* 
tie#, and Jmus, or New Readings of “Tho MItsoIml* 
^ft™. Price 75 cent* For kJ* *t

Heal Life in the Spirit-Land.
Given In.plr«tlon*lly by Mr* M*rl* M. Klug. Vo# 

will not become weary while reading thU Mcolleni 
book. Price 76 cenu.

THE UNKNOWN LIFE 
-OF- 

Jesus Christ 
-BY­

NICOLAS NOTOVITCH.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

Since the writing of tbe New Tea lament no book hoi 
appeared of a# great Importance to Christianity al - 
the Unknown Lira of Jbsu# Christ.

This volume, written by the discoverer of the mana* 
script, contains a thrilling account of tho privation! 
and perils encountered in his search for it, a literal 
translation of the original manuscript, fllid lastly a 
critical analysis of what It contains.

This work contains 183 neatly printed pge#, andU 
published on the basis of combining chcnpneiJ and 
excellence. Price, neatly bound, one dollar* Fapei 
cover, price 25 cents, postage 5 cents. , 
JUZdreu this office, 40 Zoomit St., Chicago, Hit

I

ness," namely Mary Lurancy Vennum, of Watseka, Hl., I eredteround from one belief to another 
and Mary Reynolds, of Venango County, Pa. . For sale at I . and,'|had finally 
fbis office. Price 15 cents. • ■ . I that the church

. ‘ | typical preacher,

come to the conclusion 
Is In the body. He Is a

'Roasting” every.

tf ^^^^

Tbe distinguished author, Hudson Tuttle, requires 
no Introduction to the readers of Tas Pbogbessiym 1 
Thixkkr, but the following headings of chapters will 
show them what they may expect from tbe book; f

Contents:—An Idyl — Firdham - Building the 
Church—The Evangelist—Blood—The Saloon—Tb® 
Lost Daughter—Law—Tbe Harvest of Souls—Jana 
Grey—The Mother of Caln-Evolutlon-htella—The

THE GOSPELOF NATURE.!
IT IS A MOST EXCEL­

LENT-WORK.
Tbl# work li by DR. M. L. SHERMAN, Rutoted tri 

PROF. W. F. LYON. Heretofore It ha# been told for 
12, but tbe price now bu been reduced to IL It I# a 
book that will Interest and instruct. It contains 4M 
pages, and is full of luggoatlve thought#. Dr. fiber* 
man was a medium of rare qualities, and bls work Is • 
reflection from tbe celestial spheres. It treat# of tki
Soul of Things; Intelligence In Substance; Animal In*

—, --- —----- -- ----- ---------- —- —— telle eta; Purity; BalvaUon; Discord#; Good and Evil J
Cell—Death—A Step Forward—The Homo Circle—The Unnatural Ideas; Church History: Progression; Inker* 
Double Role—Heresy—Annette—The Bank RoMvery— . ent in Substance; The Nebulous Theory; Particles art----------- ;ole—Heresy—Annette-Tbe Bank RoM«ry— 
Liberty—All 1* Well That Enda Well-The New 
Church—The New Way; Led to the Light.

Every chapter la devoted to one Idea, and the whole
presenter many tableaux moving onward to tho cli­
max. The fiendlab career of the revivalist la con­
trasted with the character of the honest minister and 
the thinking agnostic. Tbe steps by which a preacher 
emerge* from the church, and the difficulties be meets 
arc graphically presented. The new church and pro­
g re salve lyceum evolved out of the old, form an In­
teresting study to those seeking new methods.

It is a beautiful volume of 223 pages, and the price 
tn accordance with our new departure, Is 80 cents, 
postpaid, or five copies for si.25. For sale at tho 
•dire of Thi Proormsivs Tuutku.

RIGHT LIVING 
- BY­

SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Author of “Apples of Gold." “All tn a Lifetime,” 

“The Story Hour," “Summer Days at Onset," 
“Sunday Observance," etc., etc.

"Living la an art, a method of expressing great 
conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the noblest 
of the arts. —Thomas St abb King.

ent In Substance; The Nebulous Theory; Particles art 
Entitles; Justice; Impregnation of the Virgin; Th# 
Bounce of Death: Spiritual Death; Immortality! 
Mourning; Tho Confounding of Language; Tbe Spirit 
Abodes; Matter and Spirit; Stea and Distance; Splrltu* 
al Organisms; Born Again; The Key; Spirit Biogro* 
phy; Goes to Heaven; A Slave Master: etc., etc. I

The author says: “Each Individual partakes of 
both physical and mantel or spiritual aliment for blm» 
self. Each one must digest their various kinds of food 
for themselves, and that la all they can possibly d# 
whether they be priest or layman, teacher or pupIL 
My physical expands by virtue of that food and nour­
ishment of which 1 individually partake and dlgtiL 
My soul must expand by virtue of tho soul euenoi 
which I Individually gather aud comprehend or dig®**** 
For Bale at this oiioe.

♦♦♦THE♦♦♦ 

World’s Sixteen Saviors, 
-OR- 

CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRIST,

The Dream Child. By Florence Hunt­
ley.

A beautiful and inexpensive holiday 
gift is this book in its new and daintily 
tasteful covers.

There are books innumerable written 
apparently with no purpose but to lull 
the reader's talnd into a vacuity of 
thought, to while away hours of 
dreamy, vapid Inanity productive only 
of mental inertia. There are other 
books written with a purpose, manifest­
ing on every page and in every sentence 
the results of study and thought ap­
plied to the consideration of problems 
affecting individual and social life and 
the welfare of humanity. These latter 
are the books most Interesting to earn­
est, thoughtful minds, Interested in hu­
man progress and welfare.

Florence Huntley conducts her read­
ers into that fruitful Wonderland of 
modern research, the realms of psychic 
phenomena and ethereal being, which 
she endeavors to elucidate and describe.

Partly fiction, it is yet largely descrip­
tive of realities pertaining to spiritual 
activities and conditions of the spirit­
ual plane of human existence. The 
thread of the story which runs through 
It serves to link the consecutive steps In 
a natural way and excite a personal in­
terest in the characters used to bring 
out the workings of the spiritual prin­
ciples Involved in the author’s study. 
The great question of love as related to 
the earthly, and the higher spheres is 
the underlying theme. Whether the 
author has found the final solution 
must be left to the crucible of each 
reader’s Individual judgment or bias to 
decide, but whether the decision be ad­
verse or favorable, all will be interested 
and spiritually Instructed by a perusal 
of the book, which is for sale at the of­
fice of The Progressive Thinker, and 
will be sent by mall for 75 cents. U.

Tht« book give* an admirable course ot study In 
etblM, and supplies a long-felt want of an ethical 
text-book especially adapted to tbe comprehension of 
children, as well as older persons whom It Is wisely 
and appropriately designed to Interest while teaching 
them valuable ethical lessons.

Tho author shows a wise practicality In her method 
of teaching the principles of ettilc#. She illustrates 
her subject with many brief narrative# and anec­
dote*, which render tho book more Interesting and 
more easily comprehended. It la especially adapted 
for uso In children’s lyceums. In tho hands of moth­
ers and teachers It may be made very useful. Young 
and old will be benefited by it. It Is a most excellent 
book and should bo widely circulated.

CONTENTS:
Right Living. What Is Morality? What Is ignor­

ance? Knowledge the Great Treasure. Concerning 
Education. Conduct; or Right Doing. Virtue, the 
Illuminator of Life. Prudence, an Economy of Life. 
What Know Ye of Justice? Fortitude a Nobla Pos­
session. Temperance and Intemperance. Is the Use 
of Tobacco Dangerous? Cultivation of Individuality. 
Character, a Jewel of Great price. Idleness, An­
other Name for Loss. Industry, tho Btaff of Life. 
Value of a Trade. Recreation a Necessity. Games of 
Chance. Truth and Falsehood. What Is an Oafc? or 
the Worth of a Promise. Fraud a Crime. Tho Polson 
of Slander. What Is Hypocrisy? Conscience, or 
Moral Sense. Selfishness, the Menace of Society. 
Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Life. Is Reverence 
•Baty? Seif-Rdlance.- Self-Control. BcK-Respect 
Foolish Pride and silly Prejudice. Anger, the Dis­
torter. Tbe Angel of Forgiveness. Observation a 
Great Faculty. Perseverance, tho Frlcnd*of Man. 
Punctuality, a Promoter of Success. ThoDifficulUe# 
of Life. Temptation, the Domon on the Highway. 
Habit, Second Nature. Power of Will, Courage, a 
Necessity to Right Living. In Regard to Concealed 
Vice. Beautiful Charity. Fidelity, tho Giver of 
Strength and Honor, Value of Wealth. Avarice, Not 
a Means to Life a Best End. Good Nature, On® of 
Life’# Best Blossoms. Reason and Free Inquiry, 
Free Speech. A Free Press, IMghte of Animal*. 
Rights of Children. Human Rights; or the Equality 
of Man. Moral Cleanliness. Politeness—The Gentle­
man. Politeness—Continued —The Gentlewoman. 
Best Society. Pngress; or Enlightenment. Wisdom.
Price, Cloth, $1. Sold at this Office,

BY KERSEY GRAVES.

New and startling revelations In religious history 
which disclose the Oriental origin of all tho doctrinal, 
principles precept# and miracles of tho Christian New 
Testament, and Turn Ishi kg a key for unlocking many 
of Its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the His* 
tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucified Gods. This won* 
derful and exhaustive volume will, wo arc certain, 
take high rank as a book of reference In the field 
which the author has chosen for 11 The amount of 
mental labor necessary to collate and compile tho 
varied Information contained in it must have been io* 
vero and arduous Indeed, and now that it is in such 
convenient shape, tho student of freo thought will not 
willingly allow It to go out of print But tho book U 
by no nr,cam a mere collation of views or statistic!! 
throughout Its entire course the author—as will ba 
seen by his title-page and chapter-heads—follow# a 
definite Uno of research pud argument to the clo*o, 
and his conclusions go, like sure arrows to the mark. 
Printed on fine white paper, 880 page#, Now edition, 
revised end corrected, with portrait of author.
IMw (\1^O. Postage 10 o—stt. Ar Ml# M

Ulis ojloa, ' .

Woman, Church anil State.
A Historical Account of the Status 

of Woman Through the Chris­
tian Ages, with Reminds- 

cences of the Matri­
archate.

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGR

THE COMING

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.
BY BURTON AMES HUNTINGTON.

TH# excellent book h written in tbe Interest of hu 
manlty, of liberty, and of patrtotlim—a book written 
tor the purpose of calling attention to th® deadly 
danger* that beset u* on every eide, and more espe­
cially to the hostile attitude and tbe insidious wiles of 
an ever-present, though secret, unecrupnlona foe— 
the Catholic*. Washington's words of warnfr-' 
Lincoln’s apprehension and the prophecy of Gen / ' 
Grant ire ill Included In the volume. Archbls ; 
Rvm, of Philadelphia, in a recent sermon said: 
church tolerates heretics where she I* obliged to 
so. but she bates them with a deadly hatred, and 
uses all her power to annihilate them. Our enemies 
know how she treated heretics in the Middle Age#, Md 
how sbe treats them today where she has the power. 
We no more think of denying these historic fact* than 
we do of blaming the Holy Ghost and the princciof 
the church for what they have thought fit to do.” 
Every one should read this work. Paper, 800 pages. 
It will be #ent, postpaid, for fifty cents, For sale it 
this office.

Z'HE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE LN.
formation succinctly and clearly stated in thli 

volume of 5M pages Is amazing. The title, as above 
given, falls to convey an idea of the fulness and com* 
EleteneM with which tbe subject# ar® treated. Th# 
tatriarchate, or Mother-rule, is tbe theme of tbellnl 

chapter, In which much lore, quaint, queer and curl* 
on#, is brought to view In elucidation of the subject. 
This Is followed by ebspters on Celibacy. Canon Law, 
Marquette, Witchcraft, Wives, Polygamy, Womanand 
Work, The Church of To-day, Past, Present, Future; 
and there Is not a chapter In the book that Is not 
handled tea masterly manner, and that for quantity 
and quality of Information, Is not worth tho full pric! 
of Ue volume. It is packed with knowledge well* 
arranged, and Intensely inter citing from beginning u 
cod. No one can possibly regret buying It; ills aval* 
nablo addition to the library of any free wd-ttuUHQV 
Ing mind. -

Price, $2.00, For sAle at this 
Dfflce.

"Origin and Antiquity of Man.” By 
Hudson Tuttle. A masterly philosoph­
ical work. English edition, nicely 
bound in cloth, $1. For sale at this 
office.

"Arcana of Nature; or the History 
and Laws of-Creation.” By Hudson 
Tuttle. A well-known and most pro­
found treatise. Cloth, fL For sale at 
thia office.

“Human culture and Cure, part 
First The Philosophy of Cure, (fn-' 
eluding Methods and Instruments).” By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A very in- 
BtrUctlve and valuable work. It should 
have • wide circulation, as it well ful­
fills the promise of its title. For sale 
at this office. Price 75 cents.

W MEDIUMISTIC
Experiences of John Brown, 

tbe Medium of tbe Bocklei, yritb *n Introduetloaby

PROF. J. 8. LOVELAND.
TH. book ibould be In tbe hull of every one tot*. erteainSptrttnUlim. .v.uw
Chapter L Notoriety! E*rly Xeblnmihlp. Cb»pt* 

% Tbe Heavenly Mansion. Chapter 8, Bemoru re 
California; Beturn of Hla Guide. Chipter A Bemtlto 
*ble Test*. Cb*pter 5, Hla Work u * Healer. Cb*» 
Ur 8. Lmvm the Body. Chapter 7, Visit to tbe Bplift 
Land. ChaptwA Metboda Vaed by Spirit* to Comm, 
nlcate; How to Conduct a Circle. Chapter 9, MtaM 
laneoua Article*. Chapter 10, A Strange Experlenoi 
Chapter It, BemarkatA, MaalteaUtlonot Spirit Tn* 
•r. Chant* 11, New Experiences—Hlustntlv. at 
PropbeUeVUIona. Chapter 18. The Tint Bratt la 
the Atlantia Cttta Shown to Jota Brown. ChapM 
lAVaawOttoamon. ChaptatIt, Ola-podrtd*. ■ 
Jr* mi# *nu. office. n*w xw ww, ttm #

The Influence of the Zodiac
UPbN HUMAN LIFE.

BY ELEANOR.KIRK.
..<Sl?J?.‘^..‘1?^1’3°k.',,llcl, ,utM 1110 »lmple prt»- 
clplei of tin Zodl»c in itmpie tormi, m»ktn« the entire 
melter cleer to tbe nrergo undereunffing.

Thte volume Indlcetee tho looiUon. ch*r»eterlitlc« 
*nd influence of ouch sign of the Zodlte, giving the 
d*ye which ench eign gowrni, ud the seme tad 
utr*l colon •iioclnted with e*ch.

The dleeuee of the body, how to cure them, ul th* 
‘“21" °* chiclet Incidental to tbe different dom*lii.

The metbodi of growth for each humin being.
Tbe go malm from which companion*, buibaniiajil wive® ba eelected. w
The chnracterlitlci of children born In different##- 

und^ucitlo6 °°Dll,tlo!u whe obierred tn their c*re
The peraonij *bUlty and Ulent of tho Indlvldutl 

with reference to domeitlc, social andbuilne*! ano* 
Cees,

This work li the result of profound research, Md la 
j (^’str ^ W^huthor hai been largely milted by

Bound in Special Cloth, - - Price, fir'
_For8iMe at Tht# Office. .

IT IS INTERESTING.
r IFE AND LABOR LN THE SPLRtT^ 

/eWorld: Being * deecrtpHon of Localltle* Kall*, 
menu, Barroundlngt, and Condlttmu In th# £mK 
By member, nf the Splrtt-Bttdot Mire M. T. a^K 
mar. medium of the Banner el Lint Fttile netS Sutaref ’^ ^“^ » #tt* fw#3m*

a



AN OPEN LETTER

BY DR. J. M. PEEBLES.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

C, H. MATHEWS.at once.
New Philadelphia, O.

BOOK REVIEWS

THE GOSPEL OF NATURE
BY HUDSON TUTTLE.

AS WE MAKE IT WE WILL FIND IT:

IT IS A MOST EXCEL 
LENT WORK

^ £Y O. H. MATHEWS

To the Rev. Dr. Becker, President of the 
......National Anti-Spiritualist

n Association.

“Living ft an art, a method of expressing great 
conceptions; In fact, the highest method, the noblest 
of the arts.”—Thomas Staub King.

ALL ABOUT DEVILS.
Or, mi Inquiry** to whether Modern Spirits*; 

*ud other Great Retorma come trout Hu Set 
Majoaty and Hie Subordinate* tn Ota ■tnadna 
Darlenes*. *0pages. ByMosxsHvu. PneeuSet 
For 'ale at tub voice.

ThU work ta by DR. M. L. SHERMAN, »MlMed ta 
PROF. W. F. LYON. Heretofore ft bubeen loldter 
12, but the price now hu been reduced to 11. It Is a 
book that will Interest and instruct. It contains IN

HIGHEST CRAPE Sewing Machine #5.00 
on eany terms and conditions. gHUbatSiu.M 
every where. Ver full ^arUculari gat #1# Hewing Ma­
chine Catalogue I'KU ent this ad out aud Send to 
BKAB8, KUUiUCK * CO. (lac.) CHICAGO, ILL.

Mention this paper iu answering this advertisement.

trusted with tho character of the honest minister and 
the thinklug anoretic. The steps by which a preacher 
emerges from the church, and the difficulties he meets 
are graphically presented. The new church and pro­
gressive lyceum evolved out of ths old. form an In­
teresting study to those seeking new methods.

Ills a beautiful volume of 223 pages, and the price 
In accordance with our new departure, Is 80 cents, 
postpaid, or five copies for 11.25. For eale at the 
‘fflrc of Tn* Pbogbxssivb Tulnkxk.

The distinguished author. Hudson Tuttle, require! 
no introduction to the readers of Tub Progbbsbivi 1 
Tuinkxr* but the following bead Ings of chapters will 
show them what they may expect from the book: ‘

Contents:—An Idyl — Firdham - Building the 
Church—The Evangelist-Blood—The Saloon—Tha 
Lost Daughter—Law—The Harvest of Boule—Jane 
Grey—The Mother of Cato-Evolution-Stella—The 
Cell—Death—A Step Forward—The Home Circle—Ths 
Double Rola—Heresy—Annette—The Bank Rohliery- 
Liberty—All Is Well That Ends Weil-The New 
Church—The New Way: Led to the Light.

Every chapter is devoted to one Idea, aud the whole 
presents bo many tableaux moving onward to the cli­
max. The fiendish career of the revivalist Is con-

Blow the writing of the Now Testament no hook hM 
appeared of as groat Importance to Christianity M 
the Unknown Lira of Jk#u# Cubist.

This volume, written by the discoverer of the menu* 
script, contains a thrilling account of tho privation# 
and perils encountered in his search for it, a literal 
translation of the original manuscript, and lastly a 
critical analysis of what It contains.

This work contains 185 neatly printed litres, and 11 
published on the basis of combining chenpneu and 
excellence. Price, neatly bound, one dollar. Paper 
cover, price 25 cents, postage 5 cents.
Address this office 40 Loomis at,, CMoagot m»

SEERS OF THE AGES.
Embracing Spiritualism, >ut and present. By

M. Peebles, m. D. An enoyclopefi* of intw4l»« 
and instructive uots.. Price tW*

BY MOSES HULL,

PRICE SI. FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.

ANGEL WHI8PEEING8 
Fer the Searcher After Truth, 1 

BY HATTPS J. BAT.
AU who love genuine poetry, of cz^tteit motf 

*ld spiritual quality, should read this book. Tka 
Work is handsomely bound and la clearly Briatad aa 
good paper. For sale at this office. Prtoe ’

INTERV.iEWti~"\VlTir^
By Curia K>&Swing, mediant. FriMNoiMi.^

THE AGE OF REASON?
BZ J1!0™118 p*lne- Bela? “n Investigation of Toil 

aud tabulou* Theology. A new and complete'eSt

H WORK THAT EVERY LOVER Of 
his country should have at hand for consult* 

tion. By Bev. Isaac J. Lansing, M. A. This is a mwa 
able work, consisting of a Discussion of the Purpose* 
Assumptions, Principles and Methods of the Som3 
Catholic Hierarchy. The work contatosdtTpMea, 
may be conaldared a mine of valuable tofotmaUon Mi 
jvgy patriot tn OteUjid, Price 11, For mm at tQj 

BIBLEIaRVEL WORKER^ 
'and THE WONDROUS POWES 

*1 which helped or made them perform mlahM 
works and utter inspired words, together with 
Personal Traits and Characteristics of Prophets, Abo* 
ties, and Jesus, or New Readings of “The WraclM*

PUSMAN. Hico 75 canu. For sals attOt

Real Life in the Spirit-Laud. - 
Given Insptrstlonslly by Mr*. Mui* M. King. Yow 

will not become weary while reading till* eicelletl 
book. Price 75 cent*. “•

body, he will wind up by being roasted 
himself.

GHASTLY FUN.

—J. L. McCreery.

ENCYCLOPEDIA
...OF.,.

...OR...
A CONCORDANCE

To the principal pauaget of the Old and New 
Teitament Scripture! which prove 

or imply Spiritualism)
Together with a brief history of tho origin ot many ot 

the Important book* of tho Bible.

IMMORTALITY,
...OR...

FUTURE HOMES AND DWELL­
ING PLACES.

RIGHT LIVING 
- BY­

SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Author of "Apple* of Gold," “All In a Lifetime," 

"The Story Hour," “Summer Days at Onset," 
"Sunday Observance," etc., eta

CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRIST.

BY KERSEY GRAVES, J

AN INVALUABLE WORK!

...OR ...
LED TO THE LIGHT.

A ThriUing, Psychological Story ofEvangotl* 
ration and Free Thought. It is to Protest* 

antism what the “Secrets of the Con* 
09111^ is to Catholicism,

MATERIALIZATION ‘doubted.

• AN INFERNAL BULLET.

ANOTHER GONE ASTRAY.

HYPNOTISM.

CHANGED HIS RELIGION..

QUESTIONS
£ ANSWERS

This department is under the management of

Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let­
ters. Full name and address must be given, or the letters 
will’ not be read, i If the request be made, the name will 
not be published. The correspondence of this depart­
ment has become excessively large, especially letters of 
inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely 
give whatever information I am able, tlie ordinary court­
esy of correspondence is expected.J 1 HUDSON TUTTLE.

. L. G. Comparet: Q. Will you, if you can, tell me 
where I may procure that beautiful poem entitled “'there 
Is No Death,” and also the true author, as there appears 
to be a difference of opinion who the true author is?

A. In answer the poem is here introduced, with the 
real author’s name: ’ . ‘

THERE IS NO DEATH.
There is no death! The stars go down 

To rise upon some fairer shore;
And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown 

Tliey shine for evermore.
There is no death! The dust we tread 

Shall change beneath the summer showers .
To golden grain or mellowed fruit 

Or rainbow-tinted flowers.
The granite rocks disorganize, ,

And feed tlie hungry moss they bear; 
The forest leaves drink daily life, 

From out the viewless air.
There is no death! The leaves may fall, 

And flowers may fade and pass away;
They only wait, through wintry hours, 

Tlie coming of the May,
Where’er he sees a smile too bright, 

Or heayt too pure for taint and vice. 
He bears it to that world of light, .
. To dwell in Paradise.
There is no death! An angel form 

■ Walks o’er the earth with silent tread; - 
He bears our best loved things away;

And then we call them “dead.”
He leaves our hearts all desolate. 

He plucks pur fairest, sweetest flowers;
Transplanted into bliss, they now 

Adorn immortal bowers.
Born unto that undying life, 

They leave us but to come again;
With joy we welcome them the same 

Except their sin and pain. .
The bird-like voice, whose joyous tones, 

Made glad these scenes of sin and strife, 
Sings now an everlasting song 

Around the tree of life.
.And ever near us, though unseen, 

. The dear immortal spirits tread; 
For all tho boundless universe ' '

Is life—there are no dead.-'

Dr. E. D. Babbitt has already forwarded the following 
letter to Dr. Becker: .

253 South Broadway, Los Angeles, Cal., DecU 7,1897. 
Rev. Mr. Becker:

Dear Sir:—As you are the president of the Anti-Spir­
itualist Association, and have shown more fairness than 
the most of the other members seem to have done, I have 
concluded to send you my. work called “Religion,” so that 
you may know what position is taken by the philosophical 
Spiritualist. The Anti-Spiritualist convention at Ander­
son seems almost totally unaware of what Spiritualism is, 
or else they have indulged in falsehood and calumny of 
the most wicked kind. If Mr. Covert had been better ac­
quainted with the position of the Spiritualists, he' might 
not have got so fearfully used up by Moses Hull. As he 
found himself cornered up and headed off in all direc­
tions, he acted like a madman in his blackguardism. I 
was formerly'' a great worker in Sunday-schools and 
church causes, but the Bible and the church were almost 
entirely ignorant of human destiny and of man’s real fu­
ture. After fighting the Spiritualists for twenty years as 
foolishly as the Antis are fighting them now, I became 

.overwhelmingly convinced of the truth of the possibility 
of spirit communion, and after many tears, prayers and 
struggles .against the new philosophy, I was conquered, 
for a diviner universe in harmony with all nature opened 
up before me, my mind became kindled by the higher in­
spirations. I perceived ineffable glories, and I was en­
abled to make those great underlying discoveries which 
have already blessed several nations besides our own. I 
can say that my aspirations became nobler, my mind 
broader and wiser and my life better and happier.

In this work, “Religion,” whatever may be its imperfec­
tions, you will see how. easily is explained the philosophy 
of moral evil, which orthodoxy, even of Dr, Taylor, of 
Yale College, has never been able to explain rationally. 
On p. 375 you will see the forms of the celestial realms, of 
which the church is so ignorant, and in chapter xv you 
will see an array of wonderful facts in favor of Spiritual­
ism, including also a list of a large number of the great 
names of the world who are Spiritualists. In the light 
of such facts, does it not sound pusillanimous to call me­
diums and Spiritualist generally, “fools and knaves?”

I welcome the Anti-Spiritualist Association so far as 
they will give us a truthful and uprightoppos‘ition,as they 
may prove to be valuable auxiliaries in helping us to ex­
pose the fraudulent elements tliat sometimes creep in 
among us, just as the same kind of elements attended 
early Christianity. If your policy, however, is to crush 
us put by main force, without reference to the many 
grand reforms and sublime principles which we are giv­
ing to the world, you will prove yourselves both unfair 
and wicked and the missiles you hurl agaidst us will be 
boomerangs which shall smite yourselves. Much better 
would it be if your brethren could be converted to Chris­
tianity, for then they would become more loving, more 
truthful and more -ready to annul some of those mon­
strous dogmas wliich blaspheme the Divine Father.

J E. D. BABBITT, M. D.

A Oli lea go literacy la<jy, to The Pro­
gressive Thinker of .Oft, 9, expresses 
her doubts anil ’’belief' as follows: 
“Whether there ever bus been a genu­
ine ease of materialization under guise 
of the common conditions prescribed by 
the cabinet and thaidark seance room, 
I very much doubtu however, it is the 
privilege of each individual to settle the 
truth of the matter, either according to 
the operator’s conscience or the gullibil­
ity or credulity of the investigator or 
patron.” In this doubt of the truth of 
materialization our literary lady puts 
herself to antagonism to tens of thou­
sands of experienced Spiritualists, 
many of whom hove been patient inves­
tigators of spirit phenomena under test 
conditions for upwards of forty-five 
years. Tiiese people include such scien­
tists as Prof. Wllliain'Crookes, of Lon­
don, Eng, Prof. A. R. Wallace; Camille 
Elammarion; to say nothing of the ex­
periments of the writer under crucial 
test conditions. True, our literary lady 
modifies her flrst assertion aud says: “I 
do not say that nd one ever saw true 
materialization at a seance; but I do 
say that I never witnessed anything 
whatever (hat I could call a genuine 
manifestation, and I have been a con­
stant visitor and a careful, conscien­
tious investigator for more than ten 
years." If our lady friend will pursue 
her investigations fbr five, ten, or even 
fifteen years longer, I have no doubt 
she will come to a knowledge of the 
truth and change her mind. I have wit­
nessed full form materializations, in 
my own parlors, by two noted mediums, 
and one equally good at Lake Brady, 
Ohio, where several members of my 
own family were recognized, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. Mrs. Annie 
Besant, in a lecture, “Immortality Es­
tablished,” published in the same paper, 
(Oct. 9), refers to Prof. Crookes, who 
had a materialized form present under 
his eyes at the time tlujt he saw the me­
dium. Prof. Crookes Invented a par­
ticular kind of a lamp, which, suddenly 
opened, would touch a preparation of 
phosphorus, giving a light that would 
uot disturb the conditions. Madame 
Besant expresses it tersely, when she 
says: “So it is true that there are cer­
tain combinations of matter which do 
not hold together upder the vibrations 
of ether set up by certain kinds of 
light. That is all it is, It is merely 
certain wave motions breaking up those 
aggregations of ethereal matter.” Prof. 
Crookes being a chemist and an electri­
cian, It is hardly probable that he was 
imposed upon. There are plenty of re­
liable mediums who can be depended 
upon. My advice to those who would 
investigate this interesting phase of 
Spiritualism, is to read the experience 
of such men as Prof. Crookes and oth­
ers, and thus prepare their minds for 
the realization of truths which the av­
erage man is Incapable jof appreciating, 
especially in these Idays of Increasing 
materialism in the ehurch.

About forty students of the Cleve­
land, Ohio, Homeopathic Medical Col­
lege got on a “tear” recently and stole 
a corpse from the pickling vats of the 
college. In order to add to the fun(!) 
they dressed it up In white trousers, 
coat and hat and paraded through the 
streets, stopping at the saloons on their 
route, drinking themselves aud pouring 
liquor into the cadaver, while they held 
it up to the bar. Many good people were 
horrified at the ghoulish proceeding. 
The Plain Dealer, which devoted over a 
column to this devilish doing, said tlie 
students visited the “tenderloin.” dis­
trict. The corpse was finally dumped 
into an empty barrel. It might not be 
improper to remark that this is the kind 
of timber that many physicians are 
made of. This is a Christian country, 
and don’t you forget it. A friend at my 
elbow suggests that if the spirit of this 
“poor bartender, (who was a regular 
good fellow in his day)” It is alleged, 
takes cognizance of this execrable per­
formance, he may give the students a 
peck of trouble for interfering with bls 
double.

“GHOST LAND.”
Since the foregoing was written, I 

have been glancing at your wonderful 
book, “Ghost Land." On page 45 I 
read the following clear-cut sentence:

“Man as a perfect organism cannot 
die. The mould In which he is formed 
must perish, in order that tho soul may 
go free. The envelope, or magnetic 
body that binds body and soul together, 
is formed of force and elementary spir­
it; hence this stays fora time with, tlie 
soul after death, and enables it to return 
to, or linger around the earth for prov­
idential purposes until it has become 
purified from sin; but even this at 
length drops off, and then the soul 
lives as pure spirit, In spirit realms, 
gloriously bright, radiantly happy 
strong, powerful, eternal, Infinite. That 
is heaven; that it is to dwell with God; 
such souls are his angels.”

Everyone should become a subscriber 
to The Progressive Thinker for one 
year, and receive, as a free gift, a copy 
of this truly Interesting volume. $1.30 
pays for the paper and the book. Send

BIBLICAL SPIRITUALISM

Much th«t Is In this book appeared Io an abridged 
form In a series of nine full pages of Tub Progress- 
ivb Thinub. These articles were prepared at the 
call of hundreds of Spiritualists who felt the need of 
some kind of document for ready reference. They 
ouly scorned to whet the appetite for more: hence the 
publication of this work.

The author, Moses Hull, has written many volumes 
on Spiritual!stlstie and other themes and each one is 
full of careful study on the subject chosen. Mr. 
Hull, In bls introduction of this work says:

‘■Hoping that this book will servo to lead the people 
out of the wilderness of doubt aud despair; and that 
when Spiritualism shall have wrested. the Bible from 
its ‘sanctified1 enemies, it will not ‘spike’ it, but will 
use it to batter down the walls of Christian supersti­
tion and ignorance, I send it out on its errand of en­
lightenment with tho humble prayer that it will prove 
a divine benediction to every reader.’’

Tub Ehoyolofkdia of Biblical Spiritualism 
contains 885 pages, beautifully printed on good paper, 
contains a full-page portrait of the author and is 
handsomely bound in cloth. Every Spiritualist should 
have this work.

This admirable work contains what a hundred 
spirits, good and evil* say of their dwclilng-plaoea 
Give ua detail#—details and accurate delineations of 
life to the Bplrlt-worldi—is the constant appeal of 
thoughtful minds. Death is approaching. Whither— 
oh, whither! Shall I know my friends beyond the 
tomb? Will they know me? What is their present 
condition, and what their occupations? In this vol­
ume the eplrite, differing as they may, are allowed to 
■peak for themselves, No man is better Qualified 
than Dr. Peebles to place a work of this kind before 
the people. He treats of the Mysteries of Life; 
Doubts and Hopes; Tho Bridging of the River; Fore­
gleams of the Future; Testimony of Saints; The 
Growth and Perfection of the Spiritual Body; la It 
the Bou! or Body that Sins?; Clothing in the Spirit­
World; Our Little Ones In Heaven; The Personal Ex­
periences of Aaron Knight; The Red Man's Testi­
mony; Evil Spirits; Testimony of Physicians to Spirit­
Life; The Homes of Apostles and Divines; The 
Friendsand Shakers in Spirit-Life; Spirit Homes of 
Bruno and Others; Many Voices from the Spirit­
Land. Many other matters are treated, too numer­
ous to mention. Price #!'>, postage, 13 cento. For 
tale at this office.

H-ERESY,

ROMANISM AND THE RE 
PUBLIC.

THE UNKNOWN LIFE
-OF-

Jesus Christ
-BY—

NICOLAS NOTOVITCH.

.: 'William Curran, 1 Harrison Terrace, Truro, Eng.: Q. 
(1) We read in books on astronomy that the earth’s axis 
is inclined 234 degrees; may this ever increase, say to 50 

Il degrees, or diminish, say to 10 degrees, or in other words, 
, db they ever change;-and if so, in which direction are 
/.they moving now.
' (2) Talcing the whole volume of water now on the

face of the earth, is it increasing or decreasing?
A. (1) The axial diameter of the earth is twenty-six 

and one half miles less than its equatorial. In other 
words it is flattened at the poles into an oblate spheroid. 
This is the result of its rotation on its axis, and was pro­
duced when the earth was a yielding fluid, and is in exact 
ratio to the velocity of rotation. This axis is inclined 
231 degrees to the eliptic, or the plane of the earth’s or­
bit. Uninfluenced these relations would continue abso­
lutely unchanged, but this form of the earth presents dis­
turbing conditions to the sun’s and moon’s attraction, 
and the result is that the equinoctial points slowly retro­
grade on the zodiac from east to west, completing the cir­
cle in 25,000 years. There is a slight “wobbling” of the 

■ axis, like that of a spinning top, which also returns after 
- definite periods to the point from which it started. This, 

however, is confined to narrow limits and there never has 
: bhen, nor can there be a radical change in the axis of the 

- earth. Its form prevents. All bodies move in the 
./ groove of least resistance, and a spheroid can no more 

. change, than a balance wheel could revolve parallel to its 
■ shaft. It follows that any attempt to account for changes 

~ ■: of climate by tire theory of polar changes must be er- 
p Sk roneous.

I (2) Water is formed by the union of the gases oxygen 
■T (and hydrogen, a process constantly going on in the min­
" Jeral realm by heat, electric currents, and in the living tis­

sues of plants and animals. Its decomposition is equally 
I active, so that on the whole the quantity remains quite 

;: 'K the same. It is probable that vast aggregations of min- 
7 ernls have been created by the processes of life, as the 

hidunfainB of limestone, of iron, the phosphates, etc. Ev- 
L / ery particle of these has been formed in living tissues.
' : Of the vast oceans wliich lave the continents, the waters
\ may not be referred as exclusively to this source, for life
< cannot begin nor flourish without water, yet it is a large
< , contributor thereto.-

They say there’s a land much fairer than this, 
■ Where the saints will eternally reign; ■ 

. And also a land, where eternal bliss
Exclpdes’every semblance of pain. ■ • - '

They say there’s a land that is fairer than day, 
Whiph by faith we can see from afar.

Oh, is there more joy just over the way, 
And pleasure, than just where we are? .

Is there no place on this earth that is fair, 
For those who are noble and true;

For those who their comforts unselfishly sharp, 
To help some distressful one through?

Is there no place where the harps can be played, 
And sweet songs be sung on tliis plane

For the loving and kind whom nature delayed 
To finish with sorrow and pain?

Are there no angels of love over here, 
This side of the dark, gloomy grave?

No spirits of mercy to whisper good cheer 
To the noble, but down-trodden slave?

Is there no sweetness in beauteous spring;
No soul-love in fragrance of flowers;

No pleasure in seeing and touching some tiling 
’ Produced by earth’s life-giving powers?

In perfumes of autumn, and winter’s pure air, 
And pureness of fresh-fallen snow,

Are there no inklings on earth anywhere 
That we may have heaven below?

Is there no heaven in home harmony;
No joy in the coo of a child;

No sunlight in smiles and wife’s company;
No bliss on tliis earth undefiled? ■ , '

Away with such visions! There’s sunlight and bliss 
As we make them, our pathway all o’er;

The Spirit-land beauty but duplicates this.
As we make it we’ll find it—no more.

DR. T. WILKINS.

An “Infernal buj|et”, has been in- 
vented'ta jlrrmtogiiam, Eng., Iqr the 
use of the British arpiy., Jt expands af­
ter entering tlie flesh and produces a 
jagged Me, It.is^sald to bp the most 
terrible rtound-producer ever known. 
Of course, none but modern Christian 
warfare could-over think of using such 
a “devilish’.’device.

W. B. Shank, pf Clnclpnatl, O., 
teadber of a Bible class, and constant 
attendant at the U. B. church to that 
city, was arrested in Denver, Colo., Oc­
tober 9, charged with embezzling five 
or six thousand dollars of his employ­
er’s cash. A divorce from his wife, 
caused by his love for another married 
women in the church, tends to compli­
cate the case. A thousand dollars ali­
mony due his wife, was forgotten in his 
haste to get away. Religion had struck 
Mm very hard. .

In Perry township, Geauga county, 
O., a couple of ladles allowed an oculist 
to examine their eyes. He proved to be 
an expert hypnotist, and before they 
knew it, had got $57 of their cash. It 
took twenty-four hours for them to re­
cover from the spell. They no longer 
pronounce hypnotism (mesmerism) a 
humbug, to be sneered at, but a science 
to bo understood and “handled with 
care.”

Reminiscences ot California Life, Be­
ing an Abridged Description of Scenes 
which the Author Has Passed Through 
in California and Other Lands. By R. 
N. Wilcox, Avery, O„ to which is added 
a Lecture on Psychic Science, and an 
Article on Church and State, by his son, 
R. P. Wilcox. Wilcox Print. Price, $1.

An octavo volume of 290 pages, re­
cording the life experience and thoughts 
of a busy man. Mr. Wilcox and bls 
wife are known to the spiritual public 
by their activity in the cause. They re­
modeled one of their large dwelling­
houses at Avery into a spiritual hall, 
and engaging Mr. F. A. Dumakta, gave 
the public free meetings, and estab­
lished a lyceum in connection there­
with. Both society and lyceum are in a 
flourishing condition, and are now sup­
ported by the members.

He has taken. Interest in Lake Helen 
Camp, In Florida, and spared neither 
time nor pains in investigation. For a 
time he assisted his son, then a mere 
lad, In publishing “The Review,” a spir­
itual paper which gained considerable 
circulation.

He began life on a farm in Connecti­
cut, and at an early age was appren­
ticed to the carpenter’s trade. He had 
not completed his apprenticeship when 
the California gold fever broke out, and 
he drifted with the others to the Golden 
Gate. His experience and descriptions 
of the early times makes chapters of 
great interest, written in a simple, unaf­
fected style. He has a rare faculty of 
speaking of the little things which es­
cape most travelers, and which every 
one desires to know. As he has since 
attempted to make a home in the Gold­
en State, and visited it In 1887 for the 
third time, he combines his early mem­
ories with the present, and a more com­
plete and satisfactory description of 
that country has not been given.

A vein of spiritual philosophy runs 
through the book, culminating In the 
lecture on Psychic Science.

HUDSON TUTTLE.

pages, and Is full of suggestive thought*. Dr. fiber# 
man was a medium of rare qualities, and bls work is a 
reflection from the celestial spheres. It treats of th# 
Soul of Things; Intelligence In Substance; Animal In­
tellects; Purity; Salvation; Discords; Good and Evll| 
Unnatural Ideas; Church History; Progression; Inker* 

, ent In Substance; The Nebulous Theory; Particles art
Entitles; Justice; Impregnation of the Virgin; The 
Science of Death: Spiritual Death; Immortality! 
Mourning: The Confounding of Language; The Spirit 
Abodes; Matter end Spirit; Site and Distance; Splritn* 
al Organisms; Born Again; The Key; Spirit Biogra­
phy; Goes to Heaven; A Slave Master; etc., etc. I

Tho author says: “Each Individual partakes of 
both physical and mental or spiritual aliment for him* 
self. Each one must digest their various kinds of food 
for themselves, and that is all they can possibly de 
whether they be priest or layman, teacher or pupIL 
My physical expands by virtue of that food and hour* 
lehmentof which 1 Individually partake and dlgsst* 
Aly soul must expand by virtue of tho soul euenoa 
which I Individually gather aud comprehend or digest, j 
For sale at this office.

♦♦♦THE♦♦♦ 

World’s Sixteen Saviors, 
-OR-

UNREALITY,

&1

1

C. C. Williams: Q. (1) How explain the wonderful 
■ mirage recently seen in Alaska, said to be of a silent city? 
V (2) Do spirits actually materialize?

A. (1) The story of the “silent city” in Alaska is 
without foundation in truth. ‘

(2) That spirits have the power to, make themselves 
visible, is among the well determined facts of Spiritual­

' ism. That they are able to gather, material garments 
. that remain after they have disappeared; to press down 

tlie scales by weights as heavy as average mortals, or as­
tonish the spectators with their warmth, and fetid breath 

' are among the passing frauds of that cause.

Not all the beauty of the summer sea.
Not all the splendor of the summer sky, 

Can bring content to lodge an hour with me; 
For summer time goes by.

Not all your kisses, all your beauty bright 
; Which is my sun, your voice which is my song, 
Call cage for me the pinions of delight;

You will not love me long.
For all good things go by—and joy is brief, 

And life is very long and and very cold;
So my dreams mourn the death of love and leaf 

Ere yet their year grows old.
But when the-winter comes and you are gone. 

The flowers all faded and the songs all sung, 
My dreams will keep the crown the years put on 

When love and. time were young.
’ ' —From the Pall Mall Gazette.

HA'-

I

Harriet E. Perror: Q. Do you know if the state- 
meni is true that Prof. Huxley once said that every seien-. 
tific explorer and investigator ought to die at the age of 
sixty, as thereafter they were too slow and incapable of 
discerning scientific problems? . '

- A. Huxley probably said the above as a joke, and yet 
it has the cogency of truth. It has been said that no

- physician over forty years of age accepted Harvey’s the­
ory of the circulation of the blood. By that age the mind 
of most men becomes fixed in its habits of thought, and 
does not take kindly to change. Such become ' '
weights'and’obstructions to the car of progress.

dead

“From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood Tuttle. _ 
Ini of poetry’ will find gems of thought in poetic diction 
jn this handsome volume, wherewith to sweeten hours of

Lov-

leisure and enjoyment Brice $1.. For sale at this office.

“The Infidelity of Ecclesiasticism. A Menace to 
American Civilization.” By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, lec­
turer upon physical, physiological and psychic science. 
Demonstrator of tlie molecular or spiritual hypothesis of 
nature. Scholarly, masterly, trenchant Price 25 cents. 
For sale at this office. ,

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to Old Records.” 
Told by Paul Carus. This book is heartily recommended 
to students of the science of religions, and to all who 
would gain a fair conception of Buddhism in its spirit and 
living principles. Spiritualist or Christian can scarcely 
read it without spiritual profit. Price $1. For sale at 
this office. • . -

“The Watseka Wonder.” To the student of psychic 
phenomena, this pamphlet is intensely interesting. It 
gives detailed accounts of two cases of “double conscious­
ness,” namely Mary Lurancy Vennum, of Watseka, Hl., 
and Mary Reynolds, of Venango County, Pa. For sale at 
this office. .Price 15 cents. /

Alleged spirit tappings have caused 
Thomas'Tallman, of Malone, N. X., to 
change his religion from Protestant to 
Catholic, and it has created consider­
able excitement The strange noises oc­
curred in the roam where Tailman’s 
son lay sick in 'bed. Tailman was a 
Protestant and married a Roman Cath­
olic wife. He had promised his wife 
to comply with her fishes and become 
a Catholic, but had failed to do so. He 
thought that to comply now might pos­
sibly exorcise his “unwelcome and un­
seen guests.” The rappings, however, 
continue with unabated liveliness. The 
best way out of this muddle is to send 
for the priest, and' tet him perform some 
of his genuflexions,' and that, with a 
few Latin prayers, may persuade them 
to vacate the premises. A better way 
would be to do as Hamlet did to his 
father’s ghost, “bid Him welcome.” Ig­
norance of such matters in this enlight­
ened (!) age is littld; short of criminal­
ity. We have had the “raps” (intermit­
tent), to the MatheWs mansion for io, 
those twenty years 'and jhlways greet 
them cordially. Wb'never go back on 
our friends. While]! write to-day they 
manifest their presence into lively man­
ner. u 3

SOMNAMBULISM.
Miss Susie Sterling,to! near Sedalia, 

Mo., is remarkable as a somnambulist. 
One night recently fshe was heard get­
ting up about 11 f>. ml Investigation 
disclosed that MissiStefling was in a 
sound sleep, but shMhadr written a very 
intelligible letter ufrhilei asleep, ad­
dressed to a music?-teacher, apprising 
her of having gained hdr mother’s con­
sent to continue, her musical studies. 
Here is a case fob thei Psychical Re­
search Society to wtest|ei with.

SINFUL PLEASURES.
Milledgeville. Ga.,j)ias had the most 

extensive religious revival in Its his­
tory. Frenzy reached its height ta the 
attempts of many converts to destroy 
their property,, which they considered 
had given thcm“slnful pleasure.” One 
convert burned 500 packs of cards pur­
chased for sale. They, will cool off 
when cold weather strikes them.

MORE WORKS OF, THE DEVIL.
Rev. Arthur S. Peck, state secretary 

of the. Missionary Alliance, in a sermon 
at Youngstown; O., denounced the Re­
publican, Democratic,.Prohibition, Pop­
ulist, Woman’s Suffragist and all other 
political and all religious sects as works 
of the devil He said- he had flound­
ered around from one belief to another 
and'had Anally come to the conclusion 
that the church Is in the body. He is a 
typical preacher. “Roasting" every-

The Dream Child. By Florence Hunt­
ley.

A beautiful and Inexpensive holiday 
gift is this book la its new and daintily 
tasteful covers.

There are books innumerable written 
apparently with no purpose but to lull 
the reader’s mind into a vacuity of 
thought, to while away hours of 
dreamy, vapid Inanity productive only 
of mental Inertia. There are other 
books written with a purpose, manifest­
ing on every page and in every sentence 
the results of study and thought ap­
plied to the consideration of problems 
affecting individual and social life and 
the welfare of humanity. These latter 
are the books most Interesting to earn­
est, thoughtful minds, Interested in hu­
man progress and welfare.

Florence Huntley conducts her read­
ers into that fruitful Wonderland of 
modern research, the realms of psychic 
phenomena and ethereal being, which 
she endeavors to elucidate and describe.

Partly fiction, it is yet largely descrip­
tive of realities pertaining to spiritual 
activities and conditions of the spirit­
ual plane of human existence. The 
thread of the story which runs through 
It serves to link the consecutive steps In 
a natural way and excite a personal in­
terest in. the characters used to bring 
out the workings of the spiritual prin­
ciples involved in the author’s study. 
The great question of love as related to 
the earthly, and the higher spheres is 
the underlying theme. Whether the 
author has found the final solution 
must be left to the crucible of each 
reader’s Individual Judgment or bias to 
decide, but whether the decision be ad­
verse or favorable, all will be interested 
and spiritually Instructed by a perusal 
of the book, which is for sale at the of­
fice of The Progressive Thinker, and 
will be sent by mail for 75 cents. U.

This book gives an admirable course of study In 
ethics, and supplies a long-felt want of an ethical 

especially adapted to the comprehension of 
children, as well as older persons whom it Is wisely 
and appropriately designed to interest while teaching 
them valuable ethical lessons.

The author shows b who practicality tn her method 
of teaching the principles of ethics. She illustrates 
her subject with many brief narratives and anec­
dotes, which render the book more Interesting and 
more easily comprehended. It Is especially adapted 
for uso In children’s lyceums. In tho bands of tooth- 

^c^e”11 may be made very useful. Young 
and old will be benefited by 1L It is a most excellent 
book and should be widely circulated.

CONTENTS:
Right Living. What Is Morality? What Is Ignor­

ance? Knowledge tho Great Treasure. Concerning 
Education. Conduct; or Right Doing. Virtue, the 
HJumlnator of Llfo. Prudence, an Economy of Life. 
WhatKnowYeof Justice? Fortitude a Noble po#- 
^’m?' Temperance and Intemperance. Is the Use 
of Tobacco Dangerous? Cultivation of Individuality. 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price. Idleness, An­
other Name for Loss. Industry, tho Staff of Life. 
Value of a Trade. Recreation a Necessity. G am os of 
Ckaoco. Truth and Falsehood. What IsanOaAiVor 
the Worth of a Promise. Fraud a Crime. Tho Poison

Slider* What Is Hypocrisy? Conscience, or 
Moral Sense. Selfishness, the Monaco of Society. 
Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Life. Is Reverence 
aDuty? Self-Reliance. Self-Control. Self-Respect. 
Foolish Pride and Silly Prejudice. Anger, the Dis­
torter. The Angel of Forgiveness. Observation a 
Great Faculty. Perseverance, tho Fricnd*of Man. 
P^ctn&lity, a Promoter of Success. The Difficulties 
of Life. Temptation, the Domon on the Highway. 
Habit, Second Nature. Power of Will. Courage, a 
Necessity to Right Living. In Regard to Concealed 
Xfce- BeauUfu! Charity. Fidelity, tho Giver of 
Strength and Honor, Value of Wealth. Avarice, Not 
?.¥^Rn8^to LKo’8 Bm End- Good Nature, One of 
Life • Best Blossoms. Reason and Free Inquiry. 
Sc?.ep^cLA Frce pre“’ I«KhU of Animals. 
Rights of Children. Human Rights; or the Equality 
of Man. Moral Cleanliness. Politeness—Tho Gentle- 
gsn. Politeness—Continued — Tho Gentlewoman. 
Best Society. Frogrc**; or Enlightenment. Wisdom. 
Price, Cloth, $1. Sold at this Office.

THE COMING

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.
BY BURTON AMES HUNTINGTON.

This excellent book It written In the interest of hu 
inanity, of liberty, and of patrlotlam-s book writtea 
for the purpose of calling attention to the deadly 
dangers that beset us on every side, and more espe­
cially to the hostile attitude and the insidious wiles of 
an ever-present, though secret, unscrupulous foe— 
the Catholics, Washington’s words of warning, 
Lincoln’s apprehension and the prophecy of General 
Grant are all included In the volume. Archbishop 
Rvan, or Philadelphia* in a recent sermon said: "The 
church tolerates heretics where she Is obliged to do 
so. but she hates them with a deadly hatred, and 
uses all her power to annihilate them. Our enemies 
know how she treated heretics In the Middle Ages, and 
how she treats them today where she has the power. 
We no more think of denying these historic facts than 
we do of blaming the Holy Ghost and the princes of 
the church for what they have thought fit to do.’’ 
Every one should read this work. Paper, 800 pages. 
It will be sent, postpaid, for fifty cents, For sale at 
this office.

- Ap. ¥
aS

$
1

Kew and startling revelation* In religion* hUtorr 
which dl«olo*e tho Oriental origin or *11 the doctrine*, 
principle! precepts and miracles of tho ChrlBtlau N«W

I Testament, and furnishing a key for unlocking many 
of Ite Bicred mysteries, besides comprising the Hili 
tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucified Goda. ThU won* 
derful and exhaustive volume will, we are certain, 
take high rank as a book of reference to tho field 
which the author has chosen for 11 Tho amount of 
mental labor necessary to collate and compile the 
varied Information contained In It must have been se­
vere and arduous Indeed, and now that It ta In such । 
convenient shape, tho student of free thought will not 
wllltogiy allow It to go out of print But tho book U 
hynoaf.eansa mere collation of views or statistic#t 
throughout Its entire course the author—as will bn 
seen by his title-page and chapter-heads—follows a 
definite line of research ^nd argument to the clone, 
and liis conclusions go, like sure arrows to the mirk. 
Printed on fine white paper, 880 pages. Now edition* 
revised end corrected, with portrait of author.
Price (llMh Postage 10 oettit, IM Ml* «l 

thia alioe. -

Woman, Church and State.
A Historical Accountof the Status 

of Woman Through the Chris­
tian Ages, with Reminis­

cences of the Matri­
archate.

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE*

7'HE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE IN. 
formation succinctly and clearly stated In this 

volume of 554 pages li amazing. The title, as abort 
given, falls to convey an Ides of the fulness and com* 
aleteness with which the subjects are treated. Ths 
Matriarchate, or Mother-rule, ta the theme of the Aral 
chapter, to which much lore, quaint, queer and curt* 
oua, la brought to view In elucidation of the subject. 
Thia la followed by chapters on Celibacy. Canon Law. 
Marquette, Witchcraft, Wires, Polygamy, Woman and 
Work. Tho Church of To-day. Past, Present, Future; 
and there ta not a chapter In the book Chat la not 
handled tn a maaterly manner, and that for quantity 
and quality of information, Is not worth the full priea 
of the volume. It la packed with knowledge well* 
arranged, and Intensely Interesting from beginning ta 
efid. No one can poiilbly regret buying It; It Is a Tab 
liable addition to the library of any free and-truth-lOT' 
lug mind. ■

Price, $2.00. For gale at this 
office.

"Origin and Antiquity of Man.” By 
Hudson Tuttle. A masterly philosoph­
ical work. English edition, nicely 
bound in cloth, $1. For sale at this 
office.

"Arcana of Nature; or the History 
and Laws of. Creation.” By Hudson 
Tuttle. A well-known and moat pro­
found treatise. Cloth, $L For sale at 
thia office. '

"Human culture and Cure. Part 
First The Philosophy of Cure. (In­
eluding Methods and Instruments).” By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A very in- 
strlictlve and valuable work. It should 
have a wide circulation, as it well ful­
fill* the promise of its title. For sale, 
at thia office. Price TO cents.

THE MEDIUMISTIC
Experiences of John Brown, 

The Medion of the Rookie*, with as Introduction by
PROF. J. S. LOVELAND.

TH* book should be in th* hud* of every one 
tiled tn Sptritotliim.

Chapter 1. Notoriety; Esrly Madlomihlp. ChtpM 
1 The Heavenly Mansion. Chapter 8, Removal to 
California; Return of HI* Guide. Chapter i, Remark 
able Test*. Chapter 5, Hl* Wort a* a Sealer. Chap 
Ur6. Lmvm the Body. Chapter 7, Vian to the Btrtri* 
land. Chaptar 8, Methods Used by Spirit* to Conun 
nlcate; Row to Conduct a Circle. Chaptar s, Mined 
lueou* Article*. Chapter 10, A Strange Experlene* 
Chapter It. Bemarkabl* Manifestation of Spirit Peer 
•r. Chapter U, New Experience*—Hln*&»ttT* to 
Prophetic VUions, Ch*pter 18, The Tint Broth to 
the AtluUe O*h!e Shown to John Bron. Chipta 
UUtSMtOtBodUon. Cb»pt*r 14, Otapodrita. _ 
toteMUMIHaoaoe. Heavy Mi*? eorto, irtft W

The Influence of the Zodiac
UPON HUMAN LIFE,

BY ELEANORKIRK.

m^'L*,^”? b°.°\’rhlch ,u*“ “>' ‘tap” PH*- 
clplo* of th* Zodiac In iliaple term*, making th* entln 
In!!.l.ter cl'“ i<> th® »verge underatanding.

Th I > volume indicate! the location, charactertitlci 
HJ.ta£!?1Mo:Jsc?*lin rf “” Zdiiie, Siring tha 
day a MEI ch each alga gowraa, end the ffema 
utral colon aaaoclated with each.

dlieMea of the body, how to cure them, aud the 
f‘SLu 01 sta^dUi Incidental to th* dllfjrentdom*!**.

The methodi of growth for each human being.
_ The domains from which companions, husbmda and 
wives bo selected.
?e ^F^1^.1 ^ children born In different do­

mains, and the conditions to be observed In their can 
Rud education.
_JJe P'”011*1 *tnitr and talent of the Indlrldn*! 
with reference to domestic, social and business suc­
cess,

This work la the result of profound research, and la 
j l“® author hu been largely uilated byJ. G* Street, A B.N.
Bound in Special Cloth, - - Price, fly'

For Sale at Thia Office.

IT IS INTERESTING.
TIFE AND LABOR IN THE SPIRm 

World: B*Iny » dwcrlptlen of Lotalltk*, bent*. Surrounding*, vid Condition* tn the B»£E 
By mem here nt the Splrtt-Bind ot Mia K T nita> 
®Wi BMlu of th* Burner ef Ltrtt Frtlle Ttstaffit •<«*■•? ’^ ^“^ *» MMAFotlSh #
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Pa'Kn has commenced in earnest.
Every Spiritualist should have 
something to do in the struggle 
now pending. The members of 

the Anti-Spiritualist Convention are 
Strong in number, resolute in pur­
pose, and they are determined to 
suppress all phases of ‘mediumship. 
The Progressive Tjiinker will lead in 

; this great fight against the hordes of 
the church. Every Spiritualist who 
stands back now must be regarded as 
a traitor to the cause. The Progress­
ive Thinker has already been to great 
expense, and the end is not yet. Send 
in your subscriptions. Get every 
Spiritualist in your neighborhood to 
subscribe.

DR.C.t
W/YTKlNS’

NEW

Health ftome

SSiiitiiilishslioillDBr 
in mind that they are confronted 
by a vast army of church mem­
bers and ministers of the gospel 
who are determined 'to abridge 

their lights. They have organized. 
They are strong. They are determined 
men and women, and they met at An­
derson, Ind., and commenced proceed­
ings by calling themselves 1 ‘The Anti- 
Spiritualjst Convention.” Spiritualists 
must meet in battle array that vast 
army in order to maintain their rights. 
The Progressive 'Thinker will lead in 
this conflict. Send in your subscrip­
tions at once. See to it that every 
Spiritualist in your vicinity subscribes 
for the paper. They should read the 
Hull and Covert debate. Roll in your 
dollars at once to assist in the struggle.

Drs. PeeSlesl& Burroughs
Successful Specialists in Ail

6HR0NIG iDISERSES
■ W you are a Spirit-

^ualiet, but you are not fully 
alive to the issues of the day

■is

1

GENERAL SURVEY.
(Continued from page 6.)

of peeuliar form and color floated 
tlirougli the air, and the' trumpets 
bumped against the ceiling of the room, 
although the medium could not have 
readied to that height with the trumpet 
Ifjidhad stood on a chair; All this time 
tjyo'perspns were holding tlie.mgdluni’s 
hands, tlie Courier representative being 
the one who held his right hand most of 
the evening, a lady holding the medi- 
urn’s right hand part of the time. T\Vo 
or three different gentlemen held his 
left hand.” 1
' With this month Mrs. M. J. Crilly 
doses a, very successful two months’ 
engagement with the Spiritual Sodety 
of Allegheny, lJa. Her address is 29 
Balkam street.

J. M. White writes that he is now 
working witli Dr. R. A. Davis; and they 
will demonstrate the truths of. Spirit­
ualism and hypnotism together, Ad­
dress them at Maitland, Mo,

Ormsby’s Geo-Hello Ephemeris, Al­
manac, Business and Weather Guide 
for 1898. Illustrating the future one 
year in advance'. Containing practical 
information for the family, the farmer, 
tlie teacher, the preacher, the trader, 
the traveler, the physician, the surgeon, 
the sailor, the student, the astronomer, 
the astrologer. Lessons for young and 
old relating to life, health, business and 
education. Simple, neat, compact. For 
Sale at this office. Price 50 cents.

The old one was too small. He now 
has a larger one, and it Is being all 
re-furnished with new furniture, new 
baths, nesv system, of heating and new 
ventilating system. Those intending to' 
come to this new and perfect Health 
Home would do well to write at once. 
Tho terms for Board, Room and Treat­
ment will be from $6 to $15 a week only, 
dependipgbn the size of loom and the 
disease that the patient is suffering with.

Dr. C. E. Watkins’ Almanac
FOR 1898,

Sent to any one for th ree two-cent 
stamps. They will not ba ready, how­
ever, until the 25tb of December,

H
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GRAND MASS-MEETING.

DR. C. E. feftTKIJlS
Still diagnoses disease by letter. Send 
him your age, sex and leading symp­
tom, and he will diagnose your case 
Free, • •

Grand mass-meetings under auspices 
of The N. S. A., Army and Navy Hall, 
Cleveland, Ohio, December 28, 29 and 
30, afternoons and evenings. The fol­
lowing named talent have been invited 
to be present: Helen Stuart Richings, 
Moses Hull, Mattie E. Hull, Mrs. Cora 
L. V, Richmond, Willard Hull,, Martyn 
Carpenter, Mrs. H. S. Lake, Thos. Lees, 
Hudson Tuttle, Emma Rood Tuttle, 
Anna E, Thomas, D. M. King, E. W. 
Bond, Dr. Schermerhorn.

CHRONIC DISEASE.
A Book on Chronic Disease sent free.

G. E. WATKINS, M. D.
AYER. MASS.

N. S. A.

’ ’Are You a Contributing Member?
The National Association is now free 

; from debt. The board of management, 
want to put a missionary in the field, 
January 1. The time has come for ac­

’ tion. Send In your dollars to the N. S.
A, before January 1, that it may go on 

’ .with its work.
FRANCIS B. WOODBURY.

PASSED TO SPIRIT-LIFE.
HOW TO DEVELOP

[Obituaries to the extent of ten. lines 
only will be inserted free.l

Sirs. Camp, “Aunty,” as she was fa­
miliarly called, passed over to the Sum­
merland, at the home of her son, H. B. 
Gamp, in Akron, Ohio, November 3, 
1897, at the ripe age of 84 years. Her 
husband preceded her about twenty- 
five years ago. They were pioneer Spir­
itualists, and resided in Warwick town­
ship, Tuscarawas county, O., in early 
days. Two years ago slie had a stroke 
of paralysis from which she never re­
covered. She will be missed by the 
campers at Lake Brady, by whom she
was highly esteemed. C. H. M.

Passed to higher life, from his life­
long residence at Williamstown, Vt.. 
Friday, November 12, 1897, I Clement 
Little, aged 73 years, 5 months and 7 
days. Mr. Little, by his strict integrity 
and honesty, held the esteem and love 
of all who knew him. He was a mom- 
her of the G. A. R., also of tlie Freema­
sons, and a large delegation from each 
order attended tbe fuaeral and escorted 
the body to the grave. He has been a 
firm believer In Spiritualism for over 
forty years, which has been a great 

. consolation to his investigating mind.
Unity Temple was crowded to its ut­

most capacity with neighbors and, 
friends to pay tlieir last tribute of re­
spect to this good man, and to listen to 
the true philosophy filled with comfort 

’ and consolation to dry the mourners’ 
tears, “There is no death, but life for­
evermore,” given by the local speaker, 
Lucius Colburn, assisted by the Rev. 
Mr. Smith. MYRA M. WOODBURY.

Mr. A. T. Herrick, of Urichsvlile, O., 
passed to the higher life, November 
23, 1897, aged 80 years and 2 months.

Though not avowedly a Spiritualist, 
Mr. Herrick had investigated Spiritual­
ism and many years ago believed be 
had found the truth. At his request, no 
religious services or singing was had. 
As to flowers, he said: “I care nothing 
for costly display at my death. A rose­
bud given me by a friend, while living,
is worth-a thousand times more to 
than a world of flowers after 11 
gone.” The pail-bearers, selected 
himself, were outside the pale of 
church. Mr. Herrick was a great 
mirer of Robert G. Ingersoll.

1
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Your Mediuntship for Inde 
pendent Slate-Writing.

We often receive letters from our pa­
tients and others, telling us that some 
medium told them that they could get 
independent slate-writing if they would 
sit for it, and that they were to write 
to us for instructions, etc., etc. Now 
we desire to say that though many me­
diums desire tills phase of mediumship, 
few succeed in getting It. In some 
cases we have sent them instructions 
how to sit for development for this con­
vincing phase of mediumship. But 
lately we have refused, for two reasons: 
Oue Is that we hod no time to devote to 
the matter, as time with us Is very val­
uable; the second reason was because 
some felt that we were to blame if they 
did not succeed. Owing to our refusing 
to give instruction, we have been 
charged with wishing to keep others 
from developing this phase of medium­
ship. On the contrary, we wish that 
hundreds had this gift, and we will 
state now what we are willing to do: To 
those who feel very confident that they 
have this gift, we will for $2 give them 
such instructions as we may get for 
their special ease. The $2 will pay us 
for our time. Then if there are further 
questions you may wish to ask during 
your development, we will charge you 
$1 for each letter. We desire to say 
right here, that our advice is to be quite 
sure you have this gift, though unde­
veloped, before sending your $2, be­
cause very few succeed. Yet I know 
that others have developed this gift 
through instructions given through us. 
among them being P. L. O. A. Keeler, 
W. A. Mansfield, Henry B. Allen, Dell 
Herrick, May Thorton, and a great 
many private mediums. I myself have 
no power to develope anyone, that must 
be done by your guides. These Instruc­
tions are a great help and save time.

Advice on business matters $2. No 
spiritual messages given. This offer 
only good until February 1.

DR. C. E. WATKINS.

Sunday Spiritualist Meetings in 
Chicago. '

The Lake View’ Spiritual Union has 
resumed its regular 3 o’clock Sunday 
afternoon meetings at HUlinger’s Hall, 
corner Shettield and Belmont avenues. 
Meetings will be conducted by Mr.-and ; 
Mik. paty A. Wickland, Assisted by Mr. 
Walter Finch, from England, and a1 
true worker in the cause of Spiritual­
ism. . 1

Spiritual Investigators, at Lakeside 
Hall, southeast. corner 31st street and 
Indiana avenue. Services at 2:30 aud 
7:30 p. m. Will C. Hodge, speaker. 
Ben F. Foster,, the noted medium, will 
give physical demonstrations in the 
light, every Sunday. Tests by Mrs. W. 
L. Brown and others.

Spirit Home Temple of Truth. Con­
ference at 10:80 a. m.; short talks and 
tests at 7:30 p. in. No. 618 Thirty-sec­
ond street. 0. E, de Ricard, pastor.

The Beacon Light Spiritual Church, 
617 N, Clark' street Meetings Sunday, 
evenings at 7:30 and Thursdays at 2:30 
p, m. Conducted by Geo. F. Perkins.

Spiritualists’ Sunday-school, every 
Sunday morning, at 10:30 sharp, room 
618 Handel Hall building, 40 Randolph 
street. All are welcome. '

First. Spiritual Hall, No. 11 Ada 
Street. Services at 2:30 and 7:45 p, m. 
Mrs. Lucille DeLoux, pastor, assisted 

: by Max Hoffman.
Liberal Spiritualists, No. 107 South 

Paulina street, corner of West Madison 
street. At 7:30, Dr. and Mrs. Noyes, 
assisted by able speakers and mediums.

1 Church of the Spirit Communion, Ar­
lington Hall, northwest corner 31st and 
Indiana ■ avenue. Dr. Arthur lectures 
and demonstrates magnetic healing and 
hypnotism.

Irene M. Dobson, lecturerand test me­
dium, will hold meetings every Sunday 
at 3 p. m., at her parlors, 3517 Indiana 
avenue, for investigators of Spiritual­
ism; also will hold meetings every Sun­
day at 8 p. m.,- at Newman Hall, 63d 
street and Stewart avenue. .

Spiritual Trinity Church. Dr. J. M. 
Temple, pastor, will lecture and give 
spirit messages at Forrest avenue tem­
ple, at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m. AU welcome. 
Seats free.-

Tbe Progressive Spiritual Church, G. 
V. Cordingley, pastor, meets in Handel 
Hail, No. 40 Randolph street, room 
409, between State and Wabash. (Take 
elevator.) • Services at 2:30- and ' 7:30 
p. m. .

The Spiritualists’ Church of Students 
of Nature meets every Sunday evening 
at Monsen’s Hall, 1052 Milwaukee ave­
nue. Mrs. M. Summers, pastor.

The First Society of the South Side, 
at Unity Hall, 77 Thirty-first street. 
Conference meeting at 2:30 p, m;, fol­
lowed by spirit messages by Mrs. 
Georgia Gladys Cooley, of California. 
Mrs. Cooley also lectures and gives 
messages at 7:30 p. m,

Spiritual Endeavor Society meets at 
No. 1 South Hoyne avenue, near Lake 
street, at 8 p. m. Sarah E. Bromwell, 
pastor.

West Side Spiritual Society meets at 
No. 46 South Ada street at 8 p. m.

Universal Spiritual Society, Hopkins' 
hall, No. 528 West Sixty-third street, 
Englewood (over postofllce). W. T. 
Parker, pastor. Conference at 3 p. m. 
Lecture aud spirit messages at 7:30.

Christian Spiritual Society holds 
meetings In Hygeia hall, Washington 
boulevard and Paulina street, at 2:30 
and 7:30 p. m.

Church of the Star of truth, Wicker 
Park hall, No. 501 West North avenue. 
Services every Sunday evening at 7:30 
o’clock.

The Spiritual Harmony Circle holds 
a meeting at *19 Bishop Court, at 7:30 
p. m. Mrs. Hamilton Gill will speak 
and give tests.

Speakers and mediums who do not 
Inform us at once when their meetings 
stop, will not be allowed thereafter to 
have their names appear in this list.

422tf. Ayer, Mass.
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C. H. MATHEWS.

Passed to a higher life, from her 
home in Butler, Mich., October 27,1897, 
Ella Fox Lampman, in the 32d year of 
her age. She leaves a husband and.five 
children, father and mother to mourn 
her loss. ’ ’

The funeral services were conducted 
by Mrs. Emily D. King, of Butler.

M.D.K.
r -------

Departed to spirit-life, from his home, 
In Bethel, Mich., Luman W. Harris, in 
the C8th year of his age.

■: Ilie funeral was held at his home in 
Bethel township, where a large gather- 
Jng of friends and neighbors listened to 
the discourse given by Mrs. Emily D. 
King, of Butler, Mich. A wife, two 
children and a brother survive him. -

MYRTIE D. KING. ;

NOBLE WORDS.
EC . I love the man who can smile in trou- 
&i>lty who can gather strength from dis- 
Kitess, and grow brave by reflection. It 
Wls. the business of litle minds to shrink; 
febut he whose heart is firm, whose con- 
Kgcfence approves his conduct, will pur- 
Bife- his principles unto death.—Thomas 
Bp*ine. ■

ire is ho such thing as cheapness.
Kin./ : ,

MAGNETIC TREATMENT FREE.
Have you sore or weak eyes or failing 

eyesight? My Magnetized Compound 
and psychic treatment will cure them 
and improve your eyesight 8-oz pack­
age, with full directions, sent postpaid,
10 cents.

415tf
B. F. POOLE, 

Clinton, Iowa.

TESTIMONIAL.
B. F. Poole, Clinton, Iowa:—Please 

send another package of magnetized 
compound. I find the compound and 
psychic treatment are wonderful reme­
dies for sore and weak eyes. The gold 
spectacles you sent me are perfection- 
just what I wanted.

MRS. MARY J. HORTON.
183 Prospect street, Bristol, Conn.

415tf

“Who Are Tnese Spiritualists and 
What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
40 pages by Dr. J. M. Peebles, tie well- 
known author. Price 15 cents. For 
sale at this office.

“The Fountain of Life, or The Three­
fold Power of Sex." By Lois Wais- 
brooker. One of the author’s most use­
ful books. It should be read by every 
man and woman. Price 50 cents.

••Poems ot Progress.” By Lizzie 
Doten. In this volume, this peerless 
poet of Spiritualism may be read in her 
varied moods, “from grave to gay, from 
lively to severe.” It is a book to be 
treasured and richly enjoyed by all who 
love genuine poetry, and especially by 
Spiritualists. The volume to tastily

> printed and bound. Price |L ;

tt SB

DR, J, M. PEEBLES.
To successfully: treat and euro a patient, it is 

essential ihat tho physician understand fully the 
diseases aud legions affecting the patient. Bom­
bastic assertion und unsupported claims carry no 
■weight-with the' public. The thousandsyof cases 
•which Dra. Feebjea and purroughs have diagnosed In 
the past year without Hainglo failure, demonstrates 
that they do /understand dlnensca and the causes pro­
ducing them. • We submit the fellow lug few from the 
many, which are .received every day. testifying to tho 
absolute accuracy of their diagnosis: ’ ■

unless you read The Progressive 
■ Thinker. It is now trying to 

arouse Spiritualists from their Rip 
VanWinkle sleep ,to warn them of the 
dangers confronting them. Thousands 
upon thousands take no Spiritualist
paper; hundreds upon hundreds of 
mediums never read one. They are 
all in danger, particularly the latter. 
We are doing our duty. We have 
been to great expense in preparing for 
this war, and now each Spiritualist 
and each medium should respond to 
our call, and assist in the struggle 
now at hand. Roll in your dollars at 
once for a year’s subscription to The 
Progressive Thinker, which is taking 
such an active part in the fierce 
struggle; ' •

T et it be known every- I where that Spiritualists, as a I । mass, are the most moral people 
on this earth to-day. They stand 
head and shoulders above the 

vast horde of ministers and church 
members who have united to crush 
them. They are nearer God; they are 
nearer the angels, and the furthest 
awajr from tjhe “Devil;” and when 
they shuffle off their physical bodies, 
their spirits will be found standing 
close to the throne—if one—while the 
members of the Anti-Spiritualist Con­
vention will be in the distance taking 
an invoice of their mistakes in trying 
to crush them. All Spiritualists who 
read this item should roll in their 
dollars to aid The Progressive Thinker 
in its fight for the right.

DR. MANSFIELD'S!
REFINED .

Homeopathic Medicines
Ar prepared clairvoyant!/ for each patient. Sent %1 
name, age, sex und leading symptom for FREE DP 
AGN0S1S aud “Methods of Cure.” H. D. Barrett ^ 
Brest. N. 8. A., and all endorse W. A MANSFIELD, 3 
M. D„ 152 Cedar ave-. Cleveland, Ohio. ~ ' 4lltf -‘5

COLLEGE OF FINE FORCES
An >NSTJTUTE OK BEF1NBD THEBAPEUTIC0. ';

Jh? " wK i‘hn 6uu Cute' Vltal Nagnolhm, Eled- ' 
fi7» C.nltl'. 01111 0 '^Kder science oi ’■

.r^mlcal affinity ami basic principles developed ■' 
“^cl0?8 applications, students in 

continents have taken the course, The college U 
S^tUMd au£ outers t^e degree of D. M., Doctor of 
ran^^ihn^ B ^tem of prhitedqucBtlou8 student* 

^a ^Q S011.1'^ and receive the diplomas at their 
tnv hr « eSA ^Mutton removed to 253 80. Broad- 

4 8e ra* CaU WtomuB granted under 
®JJher the New Jersey or California charter, fiend ' 
stump for catalogue to vumicr.
<22 KD. BABBITT. M.D. LL.D., Dean

s

’roof of

3orrectDiagnosing.
Drs. Peebles & Burroughs. Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Sirs:—If you haff turned tbo X-rays upon 
each orgi n of my b )dy, the condition revealed to you 
by its action would not have been more accurate than 
that contained in your psychic diagnosis of my case. 
Very mpeotfuHy, Miss Kose Howabd,
■; Dec. 11,1897. Campbell, Texas.

Dre. Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis, Ind.
My Dear Sirai—lam delighted with yuur diagnosis 

Sf my owe. 1 think it is co:root In every particular.
es; artfully, Miss Eva Schiokland,

: Dec, 6; 1897, Andover, Ohio,

Drs. Peebles^ Burroughs, Indianapolis,Ind;
Kind Slr$:-^The diagnosis, I know myself, was 

literally true. I am ever your friend and feFow- 
acr aut, B.F. Bevins,

Deo. 5,1897. Crown Point, N.T., Box 8,

Dre. Peebles A Durroughx Indi, napolis, Ind.
Gen lemeh:—I shdl, in beginning with you, have 

ported confidence h t you can do al) that you/ay, 
and will. The dia> host- is such as to giro even O e, 
who might have been skovtlcab confidence in the 
reality of psychic power. Very truly j ours, - 
' M. L. Phases,

Nov. 29, W, Grand Ledge, Mich.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis. Ind.
pear 61«:—I received.jour dl iguoslsof inycaaa. 

aud it was perfect in every res;ect. Yours in good 
lalth, .... Alice M. Sanders,

Nov. 23,1897. Sheridan, Mich,

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs- Indlanapo ls, Ind.
Dear Sira:—I wish to thank you lor your prompt 

answer to my Utter asking for a diagnosis of my con­
dition at you understood my cate.' Your diagnosis I 
believe to be very correct >nd ful y in harmony with 
the conditions an j Indications at the time It was 
made. Truly youri, J. E. Baker.

Dec. 2, 1897. Madison, Wls.

■ The most enlightened r^nd successful treatment 
practiced to-day Is the Bsychic. The wonderful re­
sults achieved .wjtliuut the administration of med­
icings is scmMhtogu wonderful. We set forth no 
exorbitant claims, but thoJfollowing will demonstrate 
that this feature of our treatmebt is rarely, If ever, 
duplicated,

’roof of

WonderfuljPsychic Power.

Drt. Paebtei & Burroughsp^ndianapoBi, Iqd,
Dear Doctorsj-’-My iPStniBychla sitting- was very 

b nofictal.to mo, for at thytime of alt teg I was feel- 
Ing.very badly. If there had been an electric battery 
applied:-to id ot I could nbt have felt 1 ton orc, and it 
made mo feel like ne#. Igourpttlent; •

b«io„lM897. Avgusta Brauer,
•Oihkosh, Wii.

Drs, P<3bles & Burroughs}Indianapolis. Ind.
Deal; Doctors;--Last Tuesday ulgUt I was com­

pletely enveloped in a flood of ‘'Whitish gray. Last 
Thursday was another good night. ' ’

Very truly yours, Olive McFarland,
Dec, 3,1897. Wichita, Kas.

com.

Dra. Peebles & Burroughs, Indianapolis. Ind.
My Dear Doctors:—1 Tbe psychic treatment is Just 

like n battery and 1 now feel that I will get well with 
your w onderful help. Gratefully yours,

Mbs. Jones Jbnklmb, Buckley, Wash.

J. A. BURROUGHS, M. D.
But the many gases that are thoroughly chronic in 

their nature, the causes producing the lesions dating 
back many, many years, require in addition to tho 
foregoing, Hie most skillful and scientific medical 
treatment and tho wisest discretion iu tbe selection 
of medicines and their flows, It being an established 
fact that what Is a dose for one person will produce 
disastrous effects upon another. In our hinds, med­
icines act like magic, as tho following will demon­
strate:

Peoria, HL. Oct. 14.—Pursuant to your request for 
Information as to my case at weekly intervals, I write 
to say that from the first dose 1 have noticed an 
improvement.

ASTONISHING!

BETTER THAN GOLD.
Elixir of Life Nos. One and Two 
Core,all forma or «tomacb, liver nnd Kidney dlieaaat 

»MJi.^ 8~ ~ «

One package of our Maguetlxed Compound tor a™* 
eyeaorpooreyealglit. Ha, been used aud praised “ou,B1a“J! 10 *I> Parli or tbe world. Sent tor 60 cent*. 
SL1U '^f0 “etyLmmld tor ,1.00. with Ywmfi 
Pbotoandlustruotjonsbow tollvolOOyears.

DOCTOR A. B. DODSON
Still Heals the Sick Through 
the Mediumship of .... .

Mrs. Dr. Oobson-Darker.
If you wish Good Health yon 

should apply to her.

As a Spiritual Healer She Has 
No Equal.

With her Magnetized Herbs all 
diseases that flesh is heir 

to are cured.

Send three two-cent stamps, age, sex, 
lock of hair and. one leading symptom, 
with full name and plain address, and 
be convinced of the wonders of spirit 
power by having her

DIAGNOSE YOUR CASE FREE.
Address aU Mall to

Mrs. Dr. Dota-Barker,
Box 132. SAN JOSE, CAL.

DR. J. S. LOOCKS
Is the oldest and most successful Spiritual Physician 

now Io practice. HU cures are
THE MOST MARVELOUS

of this age. His examinations are correctly made, 
and free to all who send him name, age. sex and lock 
of hair, and six cents In stamps. He doesn’t ask for 
any leading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn't need 
any. Address

J. S LOUCKS, M. D.,
4W Bhlrloy Center, Mm*.

OR. J. S. LOUCKS
What Prof. T. A. Bland,M.D 

Says of Him.

Dr. LOucks is a mon of superior intel- 
lectual.ablllty, and high moral charac­
ter. He is, therefore, eminently en­
dowed with the qualities that fit one 
for the profession of medicine. He is a 
natural physician, but he is more than 
this in addition to superior mental abil­
ity. He possesses psychic insight of a 
high order. His intellectual aeumen is 
very great but his spiritual intuitions 
are greater. I speak as a phrenologist, 
having examined his head, and my 
opinion is fully sustained by his skill 
in diagnosing disease in my presence, 
hence I can speak as a physician also. 
He is a graduate in medicine, but tlhe 
college did not make him a physician; 
he was a physician before be gradu­
ated, hence ids diploma simply certifies 
to a fact which existed before. He at­
tributes his skill in diagnosing and cur­
ing disease to his endowments as a me­
dium, modestly giving his spirit guides 
the credit. In this he is doubtless 
right, in fact, but the wise physicians 
who inspire and control him could, not 
perform these great cures if he did not 
have a large and well-balanced brain to 
inspire or control. This is the other 
half of the secret of his phenomenal 
success. PROF. T. A. BLAND, M. D.

88 Worcester Sq., Boston, Mass.

Melted Pebble Spectacles;
.h?XJW.^ I" Illustrated Circular*

®tytei and prices and photo of Spirit Varma
Who developed thia clairvoyant power In me I

s& wsa:& ^ W?^

FORSTER, DR. W. M.
THE NOTED

MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT
OF THE PACIFIC COAST,

Will senda free diagnosis and terms for treatment to 
oil who will send their ilium and address—In their 
•’HL handwriting—with postage stamp for reply.

“The Pacific Coast Spiritualist” of Dec. 80, 1813, 
says of Dr. Forster:—

“Since his coming here he has made himself highly 
respected end beloved for his benevolent work, his 
inmanltaTlan Ideas aud practices, and hli straight­
forward course of Integrity and honor,’1

“Dr. 1Y, M. Forster, California's noted clairvoyant 
physician, is receiving commendations from far aud 
near over hisremarkables success as a healer.”—Phil­
osophical Journal

Address,

DR. W. M. FORSTER,
1OB11 Market Street. - San Franeluo, Cal.

SB

A LOCK OF YOOR HAIR
If sick or ailing, send a lock of your 

hair, Dame, age, sex, leading symp 
tom, four cents postage, and I will di
agnoBe your case and tell you what 
will cure your ailments. Address

DR. J. C. BATDORF,
Dept. F., Grand Rapids. Mich.

SMtf

INVALIDS
no teat, send four cents in 

."..*!•■!* rt«D «MU«, or ayaaptoma, will rocelro 
Mapmot ui adrtci nn to euro thamaalvaa without 
Ihjn^ Tho THOMAS BATTEBY COMPANY, Card-

MRS. ELLA M. DOLE.
This medium, who la clairvoyant, clatraudlent, 
^“^H and PWhetlc. can bp consulted at No. 

1080 North Clark street. Engagements can be made 
by letter. • • 8W

TTP TA A A TP CHEMISTRY OF LIFE 
av valid and good health.

Send lock of hair, atato age, sex, whether married 
or single, and iwo leading palna, with throe 2ceat 
stamps for free diagnosis to

DR. J. H. RANDALL,
Also for particulars to get a Medici Education and 
degree of M. D. from
Independent Medical College, People’s Insti­

tute, Chit ago, III. .

Mrs. l. packer, mm state st., Chicago, 
HL Clairvoyant, payebometry, business medium 

Three reasonable questions answered by mall only, 
with stamp. 25 cents. 421

YOW FUTURE ProYueo W.'walroulJ 
Astrologer, Booms 6*7 Tabor Opera House Block, 
Denver, Colo. Charls rrom 11. Bend stamp tor clrcu- 
i»».£2i tr

MRS. G. PARTRIDGE,
Tho well-known Psychometrlst and Business Medium. 
Readings personally or by letter #1.00. Three rea­
sonable questions answered by mall for 25 cents. 
Treatments for the cure of diseases and obsession with 
magnetised paper. Address 54 N 52nd st., Chicago, 
Illinois, Lake st. Elevated. S77tf

PSYCHE t
l*Tentl°4 °I ft Practical medium, under iplrit I 

Mauv S% Ih? ’’ <le!l*llfl11 «> develop medium®!? i /
*Te rtcelvod long oommunl* ’ I 

lioub from spirit friends, and express great sattsfar. /“t gon. rrlce 61, nd M Jew oxl£ for 
For *ale at tbe office ot Tub FBoanuaivx^aiHXu^'v.'o/ 

S^^° ^0M? A medium IN yodb ow/ 
home. Wil) send a pamphlet giving Instruct In • if ’ Jt’ 

g??*?/0^Phases of mediumship, and a splrltnE- ■ 'l^t A^ni0^' /Aflor25 ceut#- Address' Ura. J. A. Bl IsE^l 
Suu Diego, Call. Care General Delivery. <28 ■

DEVELOP Y0U8 MEDMHIP
CJ1E 18 ^.e greatest device for this purpose 

delivereMM1^ ever ^^tructed^ Price 

Vf^E1^UMSHlP and Its development, and How 
TOeselnnd\mbHr n?H^ Acknowledged by
press ana public to be the most complete work on tha 

Fourth edition. Paper, 25o;
BIG Bflljja STORIES. (In Print) Calculated 

mathematically. Juat the thing to hand to you? or 
thodox neighbor aa an eye opener, Cloth, 60c’ 
paid. 1 '
R.^oll^^h?’ BADGES, 75 cenU to 65.00 each. 
Bend stamp for llluatrated circulars of above.

^‘M W. H. BACH, Lily Dale, N.Y.

A. CAMPBELL & BRO., 
dS¥u^^
dall) at flat 75, “The Paloa,’1 m Slat at., Chicago, ’

DinTsmsoN-
PSYCHOPATHIST,

And hli Spirit Band treat all diseases—physical and 
mental—al any distance, without medicine; also de­
velop Healers. Testimonials from alt over the United 
States. J. c. F. Grnmblne and Willard J. Hull recom­

. • BeD11 8tump for pauiphleL terms, efc.
Iil8 Clinton ave., Minneapolis, Minn. (j|

MRS. C. SCOTT, OF NEW YORK, 
?RU’l<,u?ll>X’5?M 111111 Butlnei« Medium, removed to 
214 and 218 W. 25th st., New York City,. Sittings IQ 
a. m. to 5 p. m., except Sunday. . 425

M™/1^.1®,0.1?0^82' TnB PSYCHIC BEADKB 
and Medical Medium, has removed to 71 IrvtnK

Place. Brooklyn. N. Y. Life reading by mall 
quehUous We, Sbowlll give siltings daily for nil the . 
onalrs of life. Satisfaction given ur money refunded# 
______________ 422

X-RAY TABLETS
Make Weak People Strong.

SAMPLES FBEE. ..

They will Increase yiwr vitality and double your 
energy I By mall SOc; enough for one mouth. Sam­
ples free; enough for one week. Try them! try them! 
Address Dll. B. GBKEB,

127 LaSalle st., Chicago, Ill.

£

K
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Valuable Books and Pamphlets.
B e have on hand a limited number of 

copies of the various writings and lec­
tures of Mrs. Marla M. King, whose 
name ranks high in the list of Spiritual­
ist authors, for profundity in philo­
sophic thought. Her elucidations of va­
rious questions pertaining to the science 
and philosophy of Spiritualism, as well 
as the related field of natural science, 
are truly remarkable for their aepinnad 
clearness. These books and pamphlets 
constitute of themselves a noble Spirit­
ual library, of sufficient intrinsic value 
to worthily engage the study and 
thought of the wisest students In’ spir­
itual science.

Although slightly shop-worn, they are 
in good condition, and we offer them at 
reduced rates, as follows:

The Principles of Nature, as Discov­
ered in the Development and Structure 
of the Universe. Material and Spiritual 
Magnetic Forces. Laws ot Spiritual 
Manifestations and Mediumship. Spir­
itual Planes and Spheres. Given inspi­
rationally, by Mrs. Mafia M. King. In 
three volumes, 8vo. A remarkable' 
work; among the greatest in the liter­
ature of Spiritualism. Price reduced 
from $1.75 to $1.25 per volume. Post­
age 12 cents. ■

PAMPHLETS.
The Spiritual Philosophy versus Di­

abolism. Two lectures by Mrs. Maria 
M. King. Price reduced from 25 cents to 
20 cents.

Mediumship. A chapter of Experi­
ences. By Mrs. Maria M. King. Price 
10 cents.

God the Father, and the Man the Im­
age of God. Two lectures. By Mrs. 
Maria M. King. Price reduced from 25 
cents to 20 cents.

What Is Spiritualism? and Shall Spir­
itualists Have a Creed? Two lectures. 
By Mrs. -Marla M. King. Price re­
duced from 25 cents to 20 cents.

Social Evils: Their Causes and Cure. 
By Mrs. Maria M. Klng. Price reduced 
from 25 cents to 20 cents.'

The Brotherhood of Man, and What 
Follows from It. Two lectures. By 
Mrs. Maria M. King. Pripe reduced 
from 25 cents to 20 cents.

“The Relation of the Spiritual to the 
Material Universe. The Law of Spirit 
Control.” By Michael Faraday. Price 
IB cents. For Mie at this office.

Proof That

We Cure Chronic Diseases.
Drs. Peebles & Burroughs; Indianapolis,Ind.

Dear Doctor#:—I received the medicine. Am taking 
It and feel better than 1 have for years. It is acting 
like a charm. I feel better and Btrongor and letter in 
every way, aud my eyes*-are much stronger. Very 
truly yours, Lydia T. Black.

Dec. 6, 1897. Swedesboro, N. J.

Drs. Peebles & Burrough bi Indianapolis, Ind.
My Dear Doctor}:-?! am improving every day; feel 

■ better than I have for yeare. Sleep well and appetite 
good. Yours truly, W, L.Knox,

Deo. 6. 1897. Prattville, Ala.

Drs.Peebles* Burroughs/Indianapolis. Ind.
Sirs:—I am happy to Inform you that I am well, and 

kindly thank you rorthe great help you have given 
me. Yours truly/ John Appenzell ar,

Dec. 1, 1897. Burlington, Indiana.

Drs. Peebles & Burroaglmfindianspoils, Ind.
Dear Doctors:—I ;hm improving In health right 

along. My mother lidoW It 1# Just wonderful how 
fast lam improving^ You're respectfully.

Evelyn Martin,
Dec. 8, 1897. Fruithurst, Ala.

Drfl. Peebles & Burroogbs/Indlnnflpolla. Ind.
My Dcnr Sira:—1 must nay that 1 am pelting more 

relief from your one month's treatment than from all 
tbe medicines I have taken for years. I am well 
pleased with It. Your part ent,

. C.n.L. Mater,
. - No; 148 Taylor St., Fort Wayne, Ind.

Drs. Peebles & BurrouphB, Indianapolis, Ind. .
Dear Sirs:—Vonn of December 1st is before me and 

I am happy to hear from you 8 rain. I am doing finely, 
feel well and am num than surprised to think that 
•there arc two such fine doctors, who can do what they 
advertise. There are hundreds who do not do any­
thing but get the money. 1 baye hud many doctors 
of all kinds, but 1 have found the right ones nt last.
Respectfully, 

’ Dec. 5,1897.
Emklie Tripp, 

Avon, Mm.

iK

SKND YOUR
NAME, AGE, SEX, AND

ONE LEADING SYMPTOM,
And receive a correct diagnosis of your case 

ABSOLUTELY FREE.
Also valuable medical literature. ■ Address

Drs, Peebles^ Buraks
Box 17 7, Indianapolis, In<L

»

What J. B. Farrar says in his letter 
of October 6, 1897:

Dr. J. S. Loucks—Dear Sir:—I feel en­
couraged to send for treatment for my 
daughter, as I met a Mrs. Allen W. 
Lamb, of- Garland, N. O. She told me 
that you cured her after five other doc­
tors tried and failed, and gave up her 
case as incurable, J. B. FARRAR.

Dunn, N. C.

MEDWHIP IS A GEOWH.
Philosophical Spiritualists cdmlt this. Twice a week 

for 12 years I have sat for the higher unfoldment Iu 
preparation for this work, as a healer. Send name, 
age, sex, 3 stamps and own handwriting for free diag­
nosis .

DR. d. A. BAILEY,
417tf 1302 2nd st., Clinton, Iowa.

FRED. P. EVANS, 
Of Ban Francisco, California, •

The World-Famed Medium for Inde­
pendent Slate Writing,

284 Potter Avenue, Providence, R. L
For two weeks only. . •

(Next a topping place will bo Brooklyn and New 
_______________________________ «Ott 

Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, 
Trance and Bu8Iucb8 Medium. Sittings dally; hours. 
10 to 4. Residence, 3001 Vernon nv., Chicago, HL 
Read Inge by mall from date of birth, lock of hair. 422 

p L A I R V O Y A N T --T1111EE QI’ E ST 10N S AN^ 
V swert’d for 15 cents. DR. S. BARNEY. 461 Jeffey 
•on av., Grand Rapids. Mich._________________ 422

GHR0N16 DISEASES
A Specialty.

Send age and name in full in your own handwriting, 
and I will diagnose your disease FREE OF CHARGE. 
No hair or leading symptom required. Inclose three 
2 cent stamps and address.

J. 8. COOPER, M. D.
422 Mt. Pleasant Park, Clinton, la.

THE SILVER CHAIN 
DEVELOPING CIRCLE.

Ia n circle nt large, composed of Individuals regardless 
of Intervening distances. AH members sit at the : 
same hour, and all are brought into spiritual unity • 
with pach other through uniform thought topics. For 
particulars address, with stamp, J. M. & MX ALLEN. - J. 
1004 W. Chase st., Springfield, Mo. <22 T ■

“From Night to Morn, or An Appeal 
to the Baptist Church." By Abby A. 
Judson. Gives an account of her experi­
ence in passing from the old faith of her 
parents to the light and knowledge of 
Spiritualism. It Is written In a sweet 
spirit, and is well adapted to place in 
the hands of Christian people. Price 
15 cents.

“Voltaire’s Romances.” translated 
from the French. With numerous il­
lustrations. These lighter works of the 
brilliant Frenchman, and invincible en­
emy of the Catholic Church, are worthy 
of wide reading. Wit, philosophy and 
romance are combined, with the skiU of 
a master mind. Price $1.50. For sale 
at this office. ■

“The Occult Forces of Sex.” By Lois 
Waisbrooker. Three pamphlets are em­
bodied In this volume, in which ques­
tions of great importance to the race are 
discussed from the standpoint of an ad­
vanced social reformer. Price 50 cents.

“Talleyrand’s Letter to the Pope” will 
be found especially interesting to all 
who would desire to make a study of 
Romanism and the Bible. The historic 
facts he states, and his keen, scathing 
review of Romish Ideas and practices 
should, be read by all. Sold at this of­
fice. Price 25 cents.

“The Universe.” What Force Is. 
The Beginning of Creation. What Mat­
ter Is. The Creation of the Earth, i 
The Beginning of Life. Immortality. 
The Substance of Its Environments. 
Psychic Science. What the “Soul of 
Things” Is. Song of Psyche. A pamph­
let by L. M. Rose. Contains 71 pages of 
interesting matter. Price 25 cents. For 
sale at this office.

“The Dead Man’s Message,” an occult 
romance- by Florence Marryat, The 
author's wide experience in Spiritual­
ism and her study of occult science 
have preparedherto write this romance, 
which will be found laden with gems 
picked up in the course of her investi­
gation and studies. Cloth ?1. For sale 
at this office.

“Edith Bramley’s Vision.” Vivid de­
scription of a Jesuit spirit conclave, 
together with ’nterestlng corroborative 
.testimony. Pace 16 cents. For sale at 
tM. office. ' '• . ■ '' ■ .' - ; ■

The blind medium, n. w. Sinclair, will
send a Life Reading, with dates nnd names. Mall 

lock of hair and one dollar. H. W. SINCLAIR, 419
West or., Jackson, Mich. 424

COMPLETE WORKS ON ASTROLOGY, HELIO­
centric and Geocentric, with Almanac for 90 years, 

IL FRED. WHITE, 502 6th av.,S., Minneapolis. 423

MRS. GEORGIA COOLEY HAS HER NEW IN-
Bplrattonal Song Cards now ready, nnd will supply 

Individuals and societies at reasonable rates. Address
her at 3001 Vernon av., Chicago, Ill. 422

H. INGRAM LINDSAY, 
PaychomctrlBt. Until further notice 1 will give trial 
readings for 15 cents and stamp. Full reading 50 eta., 
and two 2-ccnt stamps. Inclose lock of hair. Address
Box 2320, Boston, Mass. 422

WHITE’S 1898 ALMANAC CONTAINS PLANETS' 
” places each day; forecasts In general; Astro­

Phrenology, Physiognomy, Palmistry: your lucky 
and unlucky days. Price 25c. FREDERICK WHITE, 
502-5 Avenue S, Minneapolis, Minn. • ' 423

KE ID INGS, HEALING, DEVELOPING. Dis­
eases Diagnosed. Two stamps. D. SIBERT, Sol­

diers’ Home, Mich. 423

Researches in Oriental History.

One

B¥ G. W. BROWN, M. D.
Fol. X2mo, 407 Paga, Cloth, $1.50.

GENERAL-DIVISION.

COLLEGE OF PSYCHICAL SCI*
ENCES AND DEVELOPMENT. • !

Ensure permanent medial development. Send a ‘ 
stamped nnd addressed envelope to J. C. F. GRUM- . 
BINE, Station P, Chicago, HL, for terms, circulars 
for development in Clairvoyance, Ppychuinctry, In* 
Bplration and Healing. Endorsed by hundreds of stu- j 
dents as a marvelous practical aystem of Divinity. ' j
THE BOOK OF THE CENTURY. J

By J. C. F. GRUMBINE, Author and Lecturer. 's 
Clairvoyance, Its Nature mid Law of Unfoldment, 8 

A Practical System of Divinity for tbe Unfoldment of 8 
the Clairvoyant Vision. Twelve Experiments. A work * 
of Illumination. Teaches howto Fierce the Veil of'- 
Sense and Matter, to see spirits, become a seer and an >j 
adept, and solve the problem of Life and Death. : 
Price 43.50. Address (sending P. O. order payable at 
Station P, Chicago), J. C. F. GRUMBINE, 7820 Haw- ' 
thornc Avenue, Station P, Chicago, 111. •

“Your work is marvelous—epoch making.”—Lilian' • 
Whiting. - .

“Must be of value to every student.”—M.T.Longley, ■ . 
‘•Admirably unfolds the law and nature of chilr-.-X 

voy ance.”—Inter Ocean. • . .;?>
“Elevated in tone, lucid In statement and very

useful ”—W.J. Colville. 42H1 . <■ •

MIIMIIMBa SURE CURE at home 
M 11*9 I BIMFRi bookfree. Dr.W.S.Rtcc 
iWWl I WBMMbox89, Smithville, N.Y

404 meow .

1. RESEARCHES TN JEWISH HISTORY. 
». RESEARCHES IN ZOROASTRIANISM.

; 3. DERirATION OF CHRISTIANITY.
I 4. WHENCE OUB XBFAN ANUESTOES?
f Tbe whole eomprlsee on earnest but fruitless search I 
for a Historical Jesus. , ,

■ In this volume tbe Jews ere clearly shown not to 
have been tbe holy and favored people they claim to 
have been. Tbe Messianic Idea Is traced to tho Bac­
trian Philosopher, 2350 years B. C., and Its history la 
outlined, following the waves of emigration, until It Is 
fully developed Into Christianity, with a mythical hero, 
at Alexandria, In Egypt, soon alter tbe commencement 
of the Christian era. - „ -

The book demonstrates that Christianity end Its cen , 
trai hero are mythical; that the whole system is based ; 
on fraud, falsehood, forgery, fear and force; and that 
Its rites, ceremonials, dogmas and superstitions are 
but surrivals of 8&-callcd paganism, it snows vast re­
search among the records of the past; its facts are 
mostly gleaned from Christian authority; and no per­
son can read it without 1 istrnctton and profit, whether 
he reaches the same cnnrtuclons with the anther 0* 
otherwise. For saw fit this otiico.

A Populist Paper for Sale.
Tbe “Liberator," Norton, Kans.; subscription, 500 ; 4 

county printing; plenty of type; job and no we presses; 
established In 1892; will be sold to 8 Populist only, on 
good terms. Reasons for selling, I wish to cuter more . 
fully Into the lecture field. Would trade for property 
in the right location. D.W.HULL, .

422 Norton, Kans.

LADLES, If vou have superfluous

HAIR ON THE FACE 
send for new information how to remove it easily 
and effectually without chemicals or instruments.
Correspondence confident! al In plainsealed envelope : 
Mrs. M. N. PERRY, A-130 Box 93, Oak Park, H&

SPIRITUAL SONGSTER.
By Hattie E. Hull. Thirty-eight of Mra. HoU’i ^ 

aweetest Eonca, adapted to popular music, fortheuBs ’ 
of congregations, clrclcfl and families. Price 10 centt . V..' 
or #7 per hundred. For sale at this office. • ■. "i <

Romanism and the Republic, 
By Rev. Ismc J. Lensing, M. A Every petriOi

Bbould read it. Brice #14)0. —___

POEMS FROM THE INNER MEE
By Little Doten. These poems «e w gqil* ag 1 

sugar. Price 6L00. , ;

Why She Became a Spiritualist.
Twelve lectures. By Abby A. Judnou. This book 

'ihould be read by every BplritoaU#. fM# «1.00j 
postage 10 cenU.

COMMON SENSE.
By Thomas Paine. A Revolutionary pamphlet, ad. 

dressed to tbe Inhabitants of America In 1776, with 
' explanatory notice by an English author. Paper? 

15 cents. ’

THE SOUL,
Its Nature, Relations and Expression In Human Em-, 
bodlmenta. Given through Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich­
mond, by her Guides. A book that every one who it 
interested tn re-Incarnation should read. Price HXX\

AN INTERESTING BOOK.
TREE AND SERPEN1!’ wORStur [ Hundred and Six Questions to tbe Clergy. By Wul^

BrA.aHadKli.MJ>. Frlca.l5««tfc Hart. Eric* ««ati. i&gBy A. AHuiKa,MD. PrlCilScwt*.

Ti
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