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e ln Whu:h he States Facis, Makes Suggestmns, Gives dvice, and Nlustrates
| the Status of Spiritualism---The Progressive Thinker,
the Largest Spirifualist Paper Published on Earth

Tu day, Gives the Address in FuII

Lndles ani Gentlemen of the Conven-
ﬂpn' ~The Coustitutian of the National
Spiritualists’ Assoclation requires that
_ the President shall submit at every an-
..nual convention a report of the prog-
- - -res8, business aund geperal work of the
 -Association during Abe year.” As your
. President for the year ending October
21, 1897, 8. . §0, 1 take great pleasure
.-~ In presenting to you my annnal report,

_ the-fourth that I have had the honor

gfxgnnklug as Chief Executive ofthe
B.AL

GLANCE IN RIETROSPECT.

It is fitting at the very outset that we
g]unce in retrospect over the year now
- past and gone forever to note the ka-
lefdoscopie changes that rapidly pre-
sent themselves to our view, Some
who were with us last yeur as active

?lhers on this floor have graduated

n{o o -higher school of life, and are
mingling with us to-day only in spirit.
Ox\e of these was a representative of
owr National Assoclation, and o gallant
- leader In Spiritualisin in the great
Northwest, Dr.’8. N. Aspinwall, He
-has gone liome, and his vacant place
“in our mortal ranks to-day pleads elo-
< quently in behalf of the vanished hand
» and: the sound of a voice that is stilled,
8o 1t 18 with all others who have gone
from "us; we miss their physical pres-
ences, but realize the great gain that is
th(,{lfa through their entrance lnto a
lug ey life,

-Qther changes come into view as we

Lo

condltion of man. Some clergymen,
like Rev. R. Heber Newlon, have found
it advisable to preach sermous upon
the aid Spiritualismi has given to the
progress of religlon, I have had sev-
eral letters fromy My, Newton upon the
subject, and, in a recent publicatioy,
he has placed the results of his ‘re-
searches In our flelds of thought before
the world. Other clergymen of varjous
denontipations haye also given Spivit-
valism, conslderable attention, sceking
only for the good it might do thein and
their followers. Prof. Oliver Lodge bas
wirned the scientists of the globe that
they can no louger afford to sheer at
psychle phenomena, and told them
plainly that they must be broad enough
to.stand by the leadership of trurh, no

‘matter where it might take them. Prof,

Lodge is a typleal representative of a
clasy of scientists who dave to think
for themselves, They wish the world
1o enjoy every new truth that can be
positively demonstrated,

Among our own people there has been
an awakening that is very hopeful and
Inspiring. This Is proved by the fact
of the organization of a goodly num-
ber of new locnl societies, the re-or-
ganization of others, and the formation
of several State associations and chil-
dren’s ‘Lyceums, The membership of
the Natlonal Association has increased
thirty-one per cent., and the earnest de-
sire of our people with whom I have
personally associated or corresponded,
to join some organization of Spiritual-

The Progressive Thinker,
~the Hull-Covert Dehate,

fion, By so doing they

-address by President Barrett,

An Important Matter,
See fo it that all your Spiritualist friends take

They should read this

They should read
They should keep posted

a5 to the workings of the Anti-Spiritual Associa-

can keep af the head of

~the procession as well-informed Spiritualists,

turn the pages of the history of the past
«year, The natlon has passed through
one of the most important and excit-
fng political contests ever recorded in
the history of the world. Business of
o all kinds has been in a paralyzed con-
i dition, and a general feeling of discon-
<fent and  discouragement has Dbeen
everywhere apparent. Sirikes, cevic-
tions and lockouts have been of fre-
quent occurrence. In the larger cities
- and towns of this nation suffering from
‘hunger, cold and privations of all kinds
has been prevalent. But little money
" fins been in actual circulation, aud no
- ¢itizen has been {n & position to give as
his heart might prompt him to the poor
and needy around him, because of hxs
own personal neussitles
Despite all these -untoward circum-
stances and conditions, despite the 10,-
. 500 murders, 7,000 suicides, 200 lynch-
" ings and 173 legal executions, and other
gruesome and awful calamities, our
.great movement has made steady, and,
1 Dbelieve, permanent progress and
growth, Reports from various quarters
, of the United States, and my personal
' obgervation in others, prove my eclajim
- to be true. People have asked more
questions in regard to the status of
- Spiritualism, its purposes, and mission
“in the world during the past twelve
months than they did during the
twenty-four months previous, There
has been a gradual but perceptible turn-
ing of the minds of the people to a con-
sideration of the import of our pbe-
nomena and their relation to the scien-
tific, philosophical and religious ques-
tions of the hour. This is marked es-
pecially in our literary circles, in which
the works of Lilian Whiting and Rich:
ard Hodgson bave created a great fat
rore and awakened an interest fn Spir-
Itualism. Perhaps the hard times have
had something to do with this new in-
“terest in things spiritual. The people,
- finding the temporal things of this life
~&0 uncertain, have sought something of
- g ‘different nature to interest and di-
veri their minds. :

SIGNS OF PROGRESS.

- Thig awakening is apparent to all who
il ‘note the Incrensed attendance-at
many Sunday services and . camp-meet-
jpgs.’” It'is true that somé camps re-
port a decrease in attendanee, but She
financial stringency has simply: been
greater in those localities than in the
others, thereby making it impossible
“ for the people to leave thelr homes for
even n brief vacation, - ple ‘of all
denominations have found imt\mlism
_an object of interest and study because
gr the. llght it ,tbrows upon the future

ists has flllel me with new hope for
the future of our movement. IFriends,
the cause of organization of Spiritual-
ists has never been so strong as it is
to-day. OQur people now see that an
organization does not mean a narrow
creed, nor a dogmatie statement of be-
lief. They see that it does mean co-
operation for mutual aid and protec-
tion, on business princ¢iples. It has now
become a medium through which they
can obtain valuable as well as instruct-
ive information upon matters of the
greatest importance to them. They see
that all co-operative bodies are asso-
clated for the good of the people, hence
serve their interests. rather than re-
tard them. They also perceive that or-
ganization Is the surest and safest
means of defending their religion from
foes of all kinds, especially from those
of our own household, and those who
seck to leglslate for the people. Hav-
ing discovered the value of this servant,
they are rallylng gladly around - its
standard, and, I trust, will soon be led
1o support it generously.
OTHER ENCOURAGING SIGNS.

Another sign’ that Spiritualism s
growing in popular favor is the activity
of our opponents, who are now organiz-
ing to crush Spirituvalism and medium-
ship. Had our efforts at organization
been less successful, they would not
have been go greatly excited and wor-
ried over the presence of  Spiritualism
in their midst, nor would they be en-
gaged in the laudable work of organiz-
ing their State and National Anti-Spirit-
ualistic Associations. They are afraid
of an enlightened organization bearing
the fiang of Npiritualism. hence their
anxiety to destroy it. Théy are Aow
co-opemting to meet us with every. form
of organization, local, state and gpfition-.
ul. This will serve, 1 hope, fo s
ther inspire our people to enlist under
one common banner in the_defelise of
their rehgion. _and cause them to work
together 4§ 4 unit in-an endeaver to
perfect and strengthen our own organi-
zations. - .

The nost encoumging sign of prog-
ress that I have found during the past
year is the éarnest: effort of the most
advanced Smrrtua]ists to draw the line
of demarkation - btween Spirituslism

and Spiritsm—between a genuine me-
gip ‘and-its’ counterfeit represen- )’

«diums
tative. This demand for a truer, a
higher Spiritualism on the part of the
Splritualists themselves has given Spir-
ftualism a dignity it never has had be-
fore, It hasled the secular press to re-
spect our public gatherings and to re-
port the proceedmgs fairly aud 1mpar-

.mgvenent,

' fur-,

tially. 1t has caused our materinlistic
and Christlan opponents to note that
we have begun to respect ourselves and
10 hold up our heads as men and wom-
en whose deeds speak louder than their
prayers or words, The statement to
the public that “fraud must go” has
given those who honestly desire to in-
vestigate Spiritualism the courage to
{ry to find the residuum of fact that lles
beneath the aceumulation of rubbish
the counterfeiters have piled upon cur
From the foregoing facts,
it is readily seen that the past year has
been one of great advantage to Spirit-
ualism, It has gained ground in spite
of fearful odds, aud is in better condi-
tion to-day, morally, socially and spir-
itually than ever.before. Financially
this is net true, but before the close of
this convention I Dbelieve the financial
question will be settled and in the right
way. .
YEAR OI'" ACTIVE WORK.

The National Association has had a
year of active wark. The executive offl-
cers have had their hands full to keep
up with the demands made upon them.
The correspondence of both President
and Secretary has been enormous,
while the lterary and offlice work hﬂs
been quite extensive, The last aunual
convention placed an extra amount of
labor upon the Board of Trustees. The
proceedings of tlie convention were or-
dered edied and published under the
supervision of the President, who was
also directed to bring the history of the

| Xational Assoclation down to date, and

publish the samne in pamphlet form. In
connection with these, the reissue of
certain tracts was also ordered in large
numbers for free distribution, I edited
and revised the convention proceedings,
and brought the N. S, A. lhistory dowu
to the time of the convention of 1896.
They were both published early in Jan-
uwary of this year, and placed on sale.
The convention proceedings made a
very readable and instructive work of
206 pages, while the lhistory made a
tasty pamphlet of 40 pages. It is sur-
prising to note and sad to relate the fact
that these works have had little or vo
sales. 1 pushed the report of the cou-
vention wherever I went, but less than
twenty dollars came to me for books.
I had no success whatever in selling the
history. Despite these discouraging
features, I am so deeply impressed
with the great importance of giving to
the world the work of our anuual con-
ventions in readable form, also with the
ideca of keeping af correct hislory of
Spiritualism, that 1 can most enrnestly
recommend your honorable body to di-
rect the publication of the proceedings
of the present convention in the saine
general style of former years. 1 also
recommmiend that the N. 8. A, history be
brought down to November 1, plates
made of the same, and held for several
yoars, until the present stock of his-
tories is exhausted. Each year's his-
tory should be thus written, and held in
plated form for future use.

I am firmly convinced that an active
interest in the N, S. A, literature on the
part of the delegates would result in
the sale of 1,000 reports every year,
together with five times that number
of historles. Xach delegate to this con-
vention can find a sale for twenty
coples each in the vieinity of his or her
home if the trial js only made, Conven-
tion enthusiasm does not sell these
Looks, but home enthusiasm will, Our
conventions are educational in the
highest degree, hence it Is very essen-
tial that our people should have & copy
of the pmceedmgs of every convention
held. The cost of each volume Is but a
trifie, 25 cents eacl, a sum which every
Spiritualist above ten years of age can
afford. Yet I am constrained 1o urge
the publication of these annual reports
even at a financial loss, so important
do I consider the preservation of the
records of our conventions to be.
Therefore, 1 again recommend that our
policy of former years be continued.

At a meeting ot the Board of Trustees
held at the close of the last convention,
I was granted a month’s vacation in
order thaf'l might enjoy a mucli-needed
rest, and prepare myself for my win-
tel’s’ work.. But a.yacation: without
work was impossible. . I was called o
various places and ‘tried to meet' the
wishes of the people. . I had mo.rest
during this perlod, for I ispoke twenty-
one times in thirty.days; and turned
fifty, dollgrs In_money ‘into the Ni 8.7A.

-tréasury. a8 the result' of my work, 1
‘recelved -nothilng “for expenses ‘during

this. vacation period, the fifty dollavs
being .thé entire receipts: from the
t'wenty-one _addresses mentioned. I

visited socteties- in New York, Canada,/

Connecticut, Massachusetts and Maine
durlng that- mcatmn at a cost of a
,trme over ninety -five ‘doltars ‘to myself.

* Upon - my" retinn to headquarters, 1
found sufficient work on hand to keep
Secretary Woodbury -and a stenogra-
pher, as weH as myself, very busy for
many weeks, . Correspondence of im-
portance had to be attended to; letters
were sent regularly to the Spiritual pa-
pers, and occasxonally toa secnlar pa-

‘of life to assist_ e'N, inf‘ pe
MASS MEE .

pex, all betu'ing upou the progless and’
aims of the N. 8. A. Ireeling the ne-

F;cebslty ‘of - keeping-the treasury well
dupplied - with funds, our stenographer

and myself sent.out 110 hand-written
letters to personal friends of your Pres-
ident, soliciting a lioliday offering to
Clplutuullsm through a_donation to the
N. B. A. Replies 10 these appeals
brought in over $200-in money, besides
awakening a persounl interest In the
work of the N, 8. A, The resultg jus-
tified the expenditure of time and labor
required in the wiiting of those letters.
During December L spoke on sundry
occasions from the. thhington plat-
form, and ‘made ong trip to Norwieh,
Conn., for one Sunday’s work. This
returnéd $10 to the nati nnl body in the
form of & speclal collectlon,

The iast annual:conyention directed
the Board of Trustebyito complete the
files of the several ﬁyklmanst Journals,
and. have the sanie properly bound,
This was done in part; A few of the
missing numbers of tlia Light of '[ruth,
‘The Progressive Thinker and Banner of
Light for the past few:years were ob-
tained, but the files ware not eompletely
filled. The interest taken in the com-

DPetlon of these fileg: ‘should be general.
Our Spiritualist papers contain the only
authentic history of our movement,
therefore it ls very im?mmnt that the
N, 8. A. should hu'! file of every
paper ever published! iu America in the
interests of Splrltuulhm There are
files of the early’ 8pliltualist journnls
that can be obtafddd, §f proper effort;
is made by the offic 'm of this assocla-
tion. The completp¥iling of the Spiit-
ual Telegraph, and igs predecessors,
contemporaries and, tmipediate success-
ors would be invadugBla to us now. It
we wish the fature storian to write
the story of the p;'gg s of Spiritual-
ism aright, ‘we must make it possible
for him to do so, ain -recommend
that positive mstux}n s be given to
the incoming Boar) complete the
files ‘of all of our lpuy 116 of the past
and present time, ﬁ}r he_good of the
Cuuse. The sum of 8130 was appropri-
ated for this work last yedr. I am not
aware that oue dollnr of It has as yet
been used; if pot I m'ge that this

a grand success,
;;n pledges,

‘Ssum was turned over to Mr.

also published 1lbe1a! extmcts trom the
addresses given, thereby pldcing the
best thought of Spirltualism before tlle
people.

The nexi gmnd mass convention was, |

held in Boston; Mass,; on Webruary 2.
Three sesslons were held during the
day, attended by large and very en-
thuslastic audlences. The best talent
in New England, Including Trustee Ful-
ler, State Agentg Hateh and Mrs. O, T
Lorlng My, Mosges. Hull, and others

equally able, took part in the exereises,-

‘I'he Boston secular press gave an excel-
lent report of this meeting, and com-
mented favorahly upon lts expression
of thought. The N. 8. A, gained much
by the advertising it received in this
way. Nearly $50 net were returied to
the N. 8, A, treasury. This meeting
was planned by State Agent J. B.
Hatel, Jr, and was most successfully
carried out,

The next grand mass-neeting was
held in Brooklym, N. Y, February 3
and 4. It, too, was very successful in
every respect, Hon. A, H. Dailey and
Mrs. Elizabeth I, Xurth labored earn-
estly to make this meeting n signal tri-
umph in Brooklyn. Large nudiences
were in attendance on both days, and
enthusiasm ran high, Secretary Wood-
bury, of the N, 8, A, State Agents Mrs,
K. ¥, Kurth and Yrank Walker, Mrs.
Tillie U. Reyunolds, ¥, W. Sprague, N.
. A, miaslonaries, and other talent of
equal rank and merit, worked loyally
together {o make the Brooklyn meeting
Nearly or quite $800
donations and collections

This
Frank
‘Walker, State Agent of the N, 8. A. for
the State of New York, for the pur-
pose of organizing a State Association
of Spiritualists in that State, This
meeting was productive of much good
in Brooklyn, us well as In the city of
New York. The secular press gave ex-
tended reports of the meetings, and
brought Spiritualism into promlinence
through an attempt to caricature some
of the most eminent workers on the
floor., A sult for libel was promptly
threatened by Judge Dailey, but the
outcome of the saine is at present uuv-

were secured at this meeting,

THE Gﬂ'UﬂGH‘ OGTOPUS!
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*Mallgnant Persecutmns

Wlth a Deadly Hatred,

AND ORDERED A MEDIUM TO LEAVE TOWN.

To the Editors---1 write you to-day to inform
you that the preacher of the M, E. Church came
o oor house and said he was authorized by the

Anti-Spiritual -Society to
to leave this :town, and
he would put-us out,

give us a week's nofice
that if we did not go

Ltold him 1 would Ieave

when | got ready and nt hefore,

Minerva, Ohifia. Oct. 31, 1897.

HATTIE TIFFANY,

amount be made u.valln})le for the same
purpose this year. By: continuous and
judicious advertising, ‘these flles can be
completed during - the comlng twelve
months,

During the greater pomon of the;

month of January I was at work at
headquarters in Washington, as out-
lined above. The Jauuary meeting of
the Board of Trugtee§ directed me to
take the field as a misslonary. On the
20(th of the month I Hegan my labors
in Hartford, Conn. For the next sixty
days [ was constnnﬂy at work. I trav-
eled rapidly from- peint to point, visit-
ing Massachusetts, Ne¢w -York, Mijchi-
gan, Indiana, Minnegota, Ohio, Tennes-
see, Louisiana and’ Grorgia; 1 spoke
seventy-six tmes in ffty-three days,
and traveled more thgn 6,000 miles.
IMinancially, this work'resulted in a to-
tal fatlure. After expg,nd)ng all of my
energy, time and strepgtb I found a
defielt of §177.11 on my. hands. Of this
‘sum the N: 8! A, hag made up $75. I
did not spare myself !n\the least on this
trip. 1 tried by évery ineAns known to
me to create an interest In the N. 8. A,
1 threw my soul into thb'work, and vis-
ited the richest and bést gections of this
nation, but it availed:n ing financial-
Iy. The hard times had much to do
with this result. * If peéple had nothing
to give, nothing could Teasohably be
expected from them.. AWherever I went,
I was well treated Yoth:by the Spirit-
ualists and the outsfde world, I have
no complaini to make, fiof reflections to
cast upon any one for the finaneial fail-
are of my. woik, save-ofand upon my-
self. Ldid.my st @ud that best fafled
to avail anynhlngi‘l conld. oot- téceive
what the peopld £§ iléd to givé, nor ask
thein o’ deny. ! e;nsélves ‘the" comforts

It wiis Foted «at’ther’hst aunual con-
vention:to holdwte oribivosgrand mass
meetings enclmnom.h, for-ihe next six
or elght monflis;’ The first.of this se-
ries was held 1o’ ’Bq]umore -January T T,
under the -immediate supcrvlswn of
Trustee- Fickey. : Thé. Vide-President,
Secretary, Trustees- Mouiton and Ful-
ler, and your Prdsident took part in this
meeting.  Treasurer : Clendaniel and
Trustee Fickey were nlso in attendance.

“This muss-meehng wis a grand success

and netted a.small snm %o the treasury
of the National Associalion. The chief
vietory, however, was the standing it
gave to Spiritualism in Baltimore, “The

press gave a fair and impartial report,
of the pmceed;n;:s of the meeting. - It

known to me. This was one of two in-
stances in which Spiritualist speakers
and mediums were abused by the press.
Two of the most distinguished alienists
of the New York bar, Judge Bell and
Judge Albert Bach, spoke at this meet-
ing, and were warmly welcomed by
the Spiritualists in attendance. Excel-
lent work was done at this convention
Ly all of the N. 8. A. officials present,
and J. W. Xenyon, Miss Lizzie Harlow,
Mrs. May S. Pepper and all of the local
speakers and mediums of Brooklyn.

I next attended the grand mass con-
vention of the Michigan State Assocla-
tion of Spirltuallsls at Lansing, IFebru-
ary 5, 6and 7. This meeting was under
the auspices of the Michigan State As-
sociation, but the N. 8. A. had three
representatives there In the persons of
its President, Vice-President and First
Trustee, Hon. L. V. Moulton. This three
days' convention was very largely at-
tended, and left a marked impression
for good upon the city of Lansing.

On the 0th of February, an all-day’'s
raass-meeting was held in Owosso,
Mich, This soclety has been a stanch
supporter of the N. 8. A. ever since its
organization, and opened its hall gladly
to this mass-meeting. Large audiences
were in attendance at every session,
and the sum of $20 was realized trom
{he collections taken. Miss Laura Mat-
lock, Mrs. Eva P. Hopking, D, D. Strick-
land, E. H. Cherry and Mis. E. M,
Ifarnsworth worked with a will for the
success of this meeting. I gave three
set addresses on this occaslon.

February 10 found me in Union City,
Mich., where & very larpe audience
greebed me ln the evening. February
11 and 12 I labored in South Bend, Ind.,
where I organized a soclety with ne'u'lv
forty members. It is now a member of
the N, 8. A. - February 13 and 14 found
me in I't. Wayne, Ind, -These meetings
were In the nature of A revival, and
large aualences were in- nttendnnce at
every session. "1 was ably. assisted by
Bro. Ged. F..Perkins -and Dr. ‘H. V.
Sweringet ot this poitt, "Febriary 15,

16 and 17. I.lectured in Bluffton "and:

Muncle, Ind, IFrom this latter polnt'I
went to Mlnneapohs, Minn, ‘to attend

another grand mass- meeting under N.

8. A-auspieés.” OQur arisen brother, Dr.

§. N. Aspinwall,” prestded during the.

three days of February 19, 20 and 21,
and endeavored to interest the people
in his usual kindly way. 1 gave nine
addresses 'during these three days.
Every one of the nine sessions was
largely attended -and hundreds were

‘turned away from the evening sessions

unable to find standing room, Hon. J.

0. Barrett, Hon, A C. Dunn, Mis, Em-
ily Lepper, Mrs. BElise Bmuu and Mis,
Bessie Aspinwall assisted in this work,
The financial retwrns were large, but
they were made over to the Northwest-
ern Assoclation of Spiritualists, under
whose auspices the mass-meeting was
held; my expenses were horpe in full
by the Association, hence the N. 8. A.
lost nothing from mis meeting. It cost
me no little energy and strength, but

-no_more, The Northwestern Associa-

tion was In need of funds; and felt that
the N. 8. A should reciprocate for fa-
vors received. ‘I'he Minneapolis papers
gave excellent reports of the meetings,
and plaeed Spiritualigm in its true posi-
tion us a religion betore the peaple,

I returned to Indiana, and in six days
put in fifteen lectures, but the financial
returns did not jneet actual expenses.
I tried the experhuent in one place of
taking an excellent test medinm with
me to assist in the work. We had
crawded houses, but the receipts from
the three sessions were only #§8.05,
whereas the expenses amounted to
$10.55. "This experiment was ot im-
medlately repeated, IPebruary 28 I la-
bored in Naghville, Tenn,, where I had
large audiences. The objett of this
visit was to wmake arrangements with
the authoritles of the Tennessee Cen-
tennial Bxposition to hold a grand mass
convention upon the  Centennial
grounds in the sutumn., As this con-
ference was the result of an inviration
from the Centennial Commissioners, a
date was qulckly secured, and preljmi-
nary arvangements made for a four
days’ meeting in September. Of tiis
meeting I will speak later.

From this point 1 went to New Or-
leans, La., where a three days’ mass
convention had been plapnned. This
meeting was a success from the first.
Our New Orleans auxiliary gave the N.
8. A. the use of {ts hall, and did every-
thing in the power of its members to
make the convention beneficial to the
Cause, Prof. 8ilag W. Bdmunds, Mrs.
Loe I’ Prior, Mirs. Dr. Hillizoss, Dr.
J.N. and Mrs. Ella G. Magoon lent their
assistance to the good work, The at-
tendance increased from day to day,
and on Sunday, March 7, the largest
hall in the city had to be secured for
our exercises. Rev, Joseph Vital, pas-
tor of the Italiun Methodist Church,
and Col. David Zable, State DPresident
of the A, P. As,, took part in our Sun-
day meecting. Crowds wese i altend-
ance and- all of our speakers and me-
dipus were gt their best, The secular
press gave extended reports of all ses-
slons, and sent reporters for special in-
terviews with me as soon as I reached
the city. These reports and fpterviews
would give the average Spirittalist the
Improssion that he was reading one of
his owa journals,

1 next went to Atlanta, Ga., wlere 2
two days' mass convention had been
planned for March 13 and 14, This
meeting was a signal success in the
matter of attendance, but the financial
returns were small. Rowland E. Web-
ster, Mrs, Loe I, Prior, Mrs. I, R, Will-
iams and Mr. A, C. Bryan put forth
great efforls to have this wmecting rve-
dound 1o the good of Spiritualism, and
thelr labors were not In vain, The Uni-
tarian minister took part in the exer-
clses, and gave the visltors and resident
Spivttualists the right hand of fellow-
ship. The press of the eity gave ex-
cellent reports of the meetings, aund
commnented favorably upon the person-
nel of the convention. The city of Atlan-
tn was certainly religiously awakened
by this convention, whose influence will
be more and more apparent as time
passes on.

The pext (wo mass-meetings were
held fn Columnbus and Canton, O.. for
the purpose of awakening an interest
in the organization of a State Assocla-
tion. Hon. L. V. Meulton, Willard J.
Hull and Miss Maggle (Gaule assisied
in the work at these places. The meet-
ings were planned by Chas. W, Taylor,
State Qrganizer foy the N. 8. A, four
Ohto, apd were very successful. At
Canton it was stated that more than
3,200 people were turned from the hall
for the want of standing-room, These
meectings were honestly reported by the
press, and the cause of organization
given a great impetus through them,
They were the forerunners of the great
State convention in May,

Another mass convention had been
planned for Mareh 19, 20 and 21 in Buf-
falo, N. Y. This meetlug was in charge
of Sfate Agent Frank Walker, and was
one of the most important of the entire
series. Vice-President Mrs. Cora L. YV,
Richmond, Hon, L. V. Moulton, Lyman
C. Howe, Mrs, A. E. Sheets, J. H. Al-
temus, E. W. Sprague, GGeo. W, gud
Zaida B. Kates, and others, were in at-
tendance. The audiences filled the
Spiritualist Church to overflowing, and
went away delighted with what they
saw and heard. The press was not at
all fair in its reports. Caricatures and
unkind remarks were freely indulged
in, ‘and ridicule resorted to in order to
cast aspersions upon the Splritualists.
But our workers were equal to the-oc-
casion, and arose superior to every at-
tack. The dignity and high moral tone
of the speakers left an fmpression upon
the people of Buffalo that can never be
eradicated. This convention was a
great financial success. Under the in-
spiration of State Agent Walker and
others the sum of §400 was plédged for
or paid into the treasury -of the N. §
A. and $450 for the Lenefit of the local
society in Buffalo, These pledges are
all goed, and may safely be considered
collateral security to-day.

The next mass meeting was held in
Frovidence, . 1., April 21, under the
eflicient management of State Agent
Mrs: Ida P.-A. Whitlock. Three ses-
sions were held during the day, and

‘were participated in by many talented

speakers from different sections of New
England.  The N. 8. A. was repre-

sented by Dr. Geo. A, Fuller, Mrs,

Whitlock and myself. Great credit is

due the loeal workers in Rhode Island |

for the aid’ rendered on this occasion,

"A goodly. sum was reallzed for the N,
8. A. tredsury after all expenses had

Leen paid. State Agent Mrs, Whitlock
has been a most faithful worker
throughout the year. Col. E. H. Prouty,
Mrs. May S. Pepper and Mrs. Sargh
Humes must not be forgotten for their
share in this work.

‘given a special.place on the respective:

This meeting
m!sed the question of o Smte Assocla-

tion, and the good friends in Rhode
Island did not rest until a strong As-
seclation had been organized, .

The last mass-meeting. was leld in
Nashville, ‘Tenn,, Beptember 23 to 26 in-
clusive. 1 was unable to be present,
but the N. 8, A. was well represented
there, Qur homored Vice-President,
Mrs. Richmond; our Secretary, Mi, .
Woodbury, and "Prustee Hon, L, Vi -
Moulton were the direct representatives
of our Natlonal body, while Mrs. Loe .
. Prior and Cpl. O. H. Stockell, 8y
.\Iisaim-auy and State Agent of the Nv
8. A, were our local representativeg, It
is impgssible to give a full account of .’
this meetlng. No doubt the officiils
nnined will give & full report of its pro-
ceedings. The:Associated and United
Press Assoclntions both gave extended
as well ag flattering notices of thé meet-
ing. 'Phe financiul returns resulted in
§50 cash to our treasury. Poo. much
praise capnot be given to the officialy
who planned and executed the work of
this conventlon.

This completes the list of mass- meet-
ings held during the past year. The 1é-. -
sults are more than encouraging, and’
prove 1o Me that such meetings are a :
necessity., That they can be made a
generous source of revenue is proved
by the returns from the RBrooklyn, Buf-
talo apd Boston meetings. 1f the right
persons aitend them as N, 8. A, repre-
seniatives, there is no reason why eacly
meeting should not net the N, 8, A, .
several hundred dollars cach., But .
there is something more than money
to he considered; It is the influence that -
such splendid gatherings exert over the
communities where they are held that
concerns this body maost. It is true that'
we need moncy, but we need the atten-:
tion of the people to a far greater de-
gree. 1, therefore, recommend that two .
grand mass-meetings be held each
month by the N, 8. A. from December
1 until June 1 next, in the large cities
of the land. 1 further urge that a good
financier be especlally designated to at-
tand these meetings in the intervests of
the N, S. A. 10 solicit funds for its
treasury, and gxercise a general super-
vislon over the sanie.

GROVE MEETINGS.

It wag voied by the last convention
to instruet the 'Prustees to institute g
serles of N. 8. A, grove mass-meetings,
to be leld during the summer months,
Thls was not deemed practicable, and -
your Trustees took 1o action whatever -
in the matter. 1 believe that such meet- -
ings would be a good thing for this As-’
sociation, 'There are places where the
people would flock DLy thousands on
such oceaslons, if an opportunity were -
offered them. 1, therefore, recommend
that the Secretary be instructed to ar-
rauge for ten grove meetings during the
months of May, June, July, August and
September of next year in such places
as may be chosen by the Board.

STATE ASSOCIATIONS.

L;.;h‘om' 1 urged the formation of

strong state Associantions of Spiritual-

fsts in every State in the Union. The
convention adopted my recommenda-

tion,- and it has been my carnest en~
deavor to carry it into effect. .

New York was the first to respond,
about the middle of April. It swung
into line with a strong corps of officers,
and has already demoustrated its use-
tulness to the Spiritualists of that
State. _Texas'was the next State to re-
spond, and has done good service even
in the six months of its existence. Ohio
followed closely {n her wake, and flung
out the glorious banner of organization
with every promise of success, Maine
fell into line September 18, and was fol-
lowed by Rlode Island on the Gth of
October. -

The organization of these five Stateg
was accowmplished through the earnest
devotion and sacrifice made by special
representatives in the cause of organ-
ized effort commissioned by the Natlon-
al Association for this work. Irank
Walker, in the State of New York, was
assisted by Dr. E. F. Butterfleld, H. W,
Richardson, Mrs, \Inttuson and others.
Tlhe organization in Texas owes ts ex-
istence 1o the cfforts of Misslonary Al-
len I Brown, and State Agent Chas W,
Newman. They had an able corps of
local workers in the various portions of
the state. Ohio was organized through
the efforts of State Agent Chas. W.Tay-
lor, who sacrificed several weeks of val-
uable time and about one thousand dol-
lars out of his own pocket to do the
work., IFor a young man, twenty-five -
years of age. this certainly proves lis
devotion to the cause of Spiritualism,
The state of Maine fell into line largely
through the efforts of Mrs. Viola A, B,
Rand, special organizer of the N. 8. A,
She was aided in her work by Mrs. M.
J. Wentworth, Mrs. Cynthia H, Clark,
A. W. Stewart, G. . Herrick, A. C.
Smith and others. The good work in
Rhode Island is largely due to the ef-
forts of Mrs. Ida P. A, Whitlock, State -
agent of the N. 8. A., Mr. Edward Bam- -
ford, 8. K. Doe, Mrs. M. S. Pepper, =
Mrs. Sarah Humes, and Col. E. H. -
Prouty.

Tais makes a total of five state asso-
ciations organized under the auspices
of the N. 8. A. during the past year. I
attended four of these state convend-
tions in person, and presided over their
deliberations to the best of my ability.
1 believe this work of organizing state
associations should be continued, for
legislation should be looked after by.
state associations. Ultimately state or- -
ranizations should be the basie units of.
the N, 8. A. I recommend that this
work of organizing state associations
be pushed vigorously by our trustees:
during the coming year.

CAMP-MEETING WORK,

Pursuant to Instructions from the-
last annual convention, special days
were sought at every Spiritualist eamp
in the United States. Our request wag
at once grauted, and N. 8. A. days were:

programmes.” I was booked for twelve
or more camps myself, and was to com-
mence my work about the middle of
June. Unfortunately my health failed:
we- about-the iniddle of May, and. for -
almost four months I was in a serious
physical and niental condition. I was
forced to cancel all of my camp dates
save four, viz., Queen City Park, Vi,
Harwich, Onset and Lake Pleasant, :

- (Continued on page §.)
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Freld at Anderson, Ind., October 5, 6, 7 and 8.

* Botwaen Mases Hul, the Vetoan Sprtualst, and Eier W, R, Cover, the
. Leading Representative of all the Churches Amayed Against S_pi,r- e

o alism, with the Intent o Suppress All

)

. Phases of Mediumship, -

'REV. MOSES HULL'S SECOND SPEECH.

" BESOLVED: That Modem Sl

~ism in its Phenomena and Philosophy
is in Harmony with the Teachings of
 History, Reason and the Bille,

MR. HULL AFFIRMS.

t . Mr. Moderator, Ladies and Gentlemen:——.l venture to
‘say, if anybody had come in just as I was sitting down,
.and listened fo the speech you have just heard, they

“iwould have no idea of anything I said or amy point I
aiade. Not a thing that was said in all of his speech until
_the last sentence or two referréd in the least to any of my
" arguments. They remain entirely untou_ched. The mat—
- ter that he brings forward seems to me irrelevant; but if
"he will not follow me, I will be under the necessity of
“following him; and so we will follow his speech and see
‘what we get out of it. -
" He said it was one thing to affirm a proposition, and
:another thing to sustain it. That is quite true, What
© did T atirm? I affivmed that history, philosophy and the
~Bible teach Modern Spiritualism. Did I quote history to
rove that? Well, you wouldn’t have thought I did; but
1 quoted from Mr. Johnson; I quoted from Mr. Addison;
T quoted from Prof. Barrett; I quoted from Prof Crookes;
"1 quoted the best men in every age of the world to prove
" jt. But whether I proved it or not, is another thing.
‘Well, I will let that pass, and take up the next. He says:
“T have no use for that kind of a seance where the {ricks
are done in the dark ”?
Did I quote anything that was done in the dark? Now,
. this illustrates how easy it is to misapprehend. The man
“* . has got up a series of arguments against something he im-
. ngines to be Spiritualism, and really knows nothing about
Spiritualism, or does not represent it correetly if he does.
" Did I say anything about anything being done in the
“-dark? Now, let me read a part of one of the testimonies

T.read a moment ago: “There is a wide difference be-
tween the tricks of professional conjurers, surrounded by
" their apparatus and aided by any number of concealed

assistants and confederates, deceiving the senses by clever

. gleight-of-hand performances-—on his own platform—and
Ahe phenomena ocenrring in the presence of Mr. Home,

_which took place in the light, in a private room, which up
to the last moment had been oceupied.”

TESTIMONY OF A GREAT SCIENTIST.

That was one. "I read another where he says it was done
.. in the light, where there were two gas jels burning full,
and a lighted candle. Is that in the dark? Did I read
anything that occurred in the dark? Now I will read
just one more. 1 quote now from {he greatest scientist
-on earth. I refer lo Alfred Russell Wallace. Nobody
disputes what 1 say about his being the greatest all-
.. around scieniist that lives. He says:
. “I have had a spirit hand write a letier on paper placed
. upon my lap, when the room was sufficiently lighted by
“ gas for me to sce distinetly the long lead pencil held in
white fingers, and remaining in sight directly under my
_.eyes until the writing was finighed, when both hand and
pencil disappeared. In a moment afterward the pencil
was thrown upon the lable close {o our hands from a point
opposite to where {he medium saf. I have seen the faces
ol spirit {friends that have been within three fect of me,
whose identity I could no more mislake than I could
{ail to recognize members of my own family who are still
~ in the material body. I have waiched these faces con-
dense and form what seemed a luminous mass. I have
- seen them smile brightly and naturally upon me, sll in
* the light. I waiched the moving of lips and heard whis-
pered messages of love and warning from absent friends.”
© T read these things o show you how casy it is for a
speaker to misapprchend his opponent and then reply to
his misapprehension, instead of to what his opponent
said. Tam here, and 1 demand that he meet me, and not
put up men of straw and knock them over. He has some-
thing more than a straw man to meet to-night.

DOXE IX THE DARK.

_ But I will go on with his next assertion. He again

" says: “This thing was done in {he dark, ete.”
Will he throw away every Bible miracle that was done
. in the dark? Four-filths of the miracles of the Bible
~-. were performed in the dark. Will he throw the Bible
- away on account of that? The Spiritual manifestations
" upon which I am to build Spiritualisin in this discussion
are not manifestations that occurred in the dark, but in
the light. Let me give him a few Biblical texts which

~* will help him out in this matter.

Nicodemus went to Jesus by might. (John iii., 2.)
Brother Covert says he wouldn’t have done it. e is
afraid of the dark, ete. T have no doubt he is afraid in

- the dark.
*_ It was in ihe night the Lord appeared to Isaae (Gen.
xxvi., 4). And Jacob's wrestle with God Almighty was
-+ in the night (Gen. xxxii., 24-26). 1t was in the night that
- God made his great promise to Jacob (Gen. xlvi., 2). It
~was in the night that the manna fcll from heaven (Ex.
.xvi, 13). The quails were sent in the night also. Ba-
"laam’s seance with Almighty Ged was in the night (Num-
."bers, 22d chapter). It was in the night that the angel
killed 185,000 Assyrians (II. Kings, xix., 35). It was in
the night that God appeared to Solomon and promised
** him such extraordinary wisdom (IL. Chroun. i., 7). The
miracle of the parting of the Red Sea was done in the
" night (Ex. xiv., 20, 21; Psalm lxxviii., 13, 14). Daniel’s
wonderful wisdom was given to him in s night vision
(Daniel ii., 19).
-+ Job says: “For God speaketh once, yes, twice, yet man
-~ perceiveth it not. . :
. ™In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep
. falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed.
-~ “Then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their
*instruction.
-~ “That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and
-.hide pride from man.”—Job xxxiii., 14-17.
- It was in the fourth watch of the night that Jesus
“walked on the water (3at. xiv., 25; Mark vi., 48). Jesus
“ prayed all night. My friend Covert wouldn’t do that;
# ke wouldn’t be guilty of praying in the dark. *All these
. wonderful things.occurred in the night. Peter was deliv-
ered from the prison in the night (Acts xii., 6). Paul
and Siles were delivered from prison in the night (Acts
:¥vi.,, 25-27)." Paul leld a night seance with the angel
{Acts xxiil;, 11); The ten commandments were given in
_the dark, and the Bible says God diwells in the midst of
- thick darkness (I. Kings, viii,; 12). - Let that answer his
night srgument. If he will find a3 many manifestations

in Spiritualism done in the dark, he wﬁl' ﬁnd more than }

1 shall quote.
‘ : SEEKING A BIGN. Lo
Now, he says: “Bring one of them, that is, the manifes-
tations, here; let’s see these manifestations, ete.”” .
Yes, they have wanted that in every age of the world—
1o see. Q(od said to Moses: “Watch the people, set bounds
about, lest they break through to gaze, lest God break
forth upon them.” Why, it was death by the law fo up-

1ift the cover of the ark of the covenant, because they.

were in danger of gazing. They did it becanse of that.
Well, now they talk about—*“oh, Jet it be done here.”

‘Just exactly what they said to Jesus. My friend has his'

share of those old Pharisees’ wants. I will quote a little
Bible at him. Paul says: “As it was in the days of old, so
ghall men, resist the truth; and as Jaunes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do men of corrupt minds resist the
truth.” How did they resist the truth? 1 answer, by
saying they could perform the same things—and they
could do and perform something as much like Moses’s
{ricks us a horse chestnut is like 2 peach, T have seen
my {riend undertake the same thing, and he came just
about as near copying the works of Spiritualism as a
green horse chestnut is like a peach. ' No Spiritualist that
ever saw any Spiritbalism could compare one of the
things that Mr. Covert ever did to represent Spiritualism,
to anything he ever saw in Bpiritualism.
SLATE-WRITING, TIN HORNS, ETC.

The next thing he objects to then is, “slates, tin horns
and black rags,” ete., efc., ete. Well, that is terrible, is
it not? Arve we not sorry that God Almighty went up
into a mountain, and there wrote the ten commandments
with his own fingers upon two tables of stone? If he had
laken advice from my good brother, Elder Covert, He
would not have done it. Covert would have said, “God,
that’s a mistake. Now, don’t do enything of that kind.
You will have folks talking about slates, ete,, if you do
that” But I read in Ex. xxxi.,, 18: “And God gave unto
Moses, when he had made an end of communing with
him upon Mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of
stone, writlen with the finger of God.” Now, if the fin-
ger of a spirit happens to write on that table of stone it
18 terrible.

Try the slate-writing once more. Ex. xxxii,, 16: “The
tables were the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God, graven upon the tables.” '

And the tin horns—oh, that is awful! But, bless your
soul! don’t you know the ten commandments were spoken
through a horn? Had you forgoiten that? Don’t you
know that John says, when he was on the island of
Paimos, in a spiritual condition there, he saw the vision
of a trumpet {alking to him? | So the Bible says (Rev. i,,
10; I helieve, also, iv., 1, and several other placesy. To
this Brother Covert would decidedly have objected:

BELIEVING IN IMMORTALITY.

Now, we will go on. “T'he great mass of Christian peo-
ple believe in the immortality of the soul.” I know they
do. There isn’t one in a thousand of them can give any
reason fur believing it, 1o save his life. Bishop Iloster is
a great man—a glorious man—a Methodist man, and he
wrote a book on immortality, the first paragraph of which
says: “On the subject of immortality, nothing 1s positively
known.” There it is. I paid $1.25 to that Methodist
Bishop for that book, for him to tell me he doesn’t know
anyilung on the subject of which he was writing; and,
ladies and gentlemen, that is the truest statement in the
book.

Bishop Brooks said almost the same words: “We know
nothing of it.” Prof. Grimes, right here on the platform,
said: “Science carries men to the grave, and beyond that
we cannot see.” The Adventists, a large and respect-
able class of Christians, 2 people who believe their Bible
as much as anybody 1 ever saw in my life, as honorable
and as thoughtful men as we have in the world, say the
Bible does not teach the immortality of the soul. So,
when you {clf us the Bible teaches immortality, and that
universat Christianily is satisfied on that point, you are
mistaken. Outside of {he spirilual manifestations in the
Bible, you can find no evidences of immortality. If you
find a text that seems to infer that man is immortal, you
find another one that says, “lhe dead know not anything,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of
them is forgotlen. Also their love, and their hatred and
their envy is now perished. Neither have they any more
a portion forever in anything that has been under the
sun.” (Eccles. ix., 5.) Does that teach the immortality
of the soul? I think not.

Now, let us examine the next statement of my friend.
It is this: “Some medium has rocked a table or tooted a
horn, and that {eaches immortality.”

Well, now, suppose & table rocks, is there any harm in
that? That is sometimes done by a spirit power; is there
anything wrong in that? It was so in the Book
of Acts. You go to the Acts of the Apostles, iv., 31, and
read it: “And the disciples prayed—and the place was
shaken.” All of the furniture was rattled there. “That
is no proof there was a spirit there,” my respondent would
say, “the spirit of God had nothing to do with that.”
Don't you sce how easy it is to make groundless asser-
tions?

INTELLIGENCE BACK OF RAPS, ETC.

Nobody ever presented the fact that a noise or a rap
is an evidence of Spiritualism—that argument has never
been made yet. I said nothing of the kind, did I?° And
yet my friend, Covert, has replied to that thing all the
way through. I presented the fact that there is no earth-
ly way of producing that manifestation, no person being
within three feet of that table; and that it was in a well-
lighted room. Let me just give you one fact. -Here we
come to where Mr, Crookes—I should say Sergeant Cox—
who was Queen Victoria’s lawyer and was at the head of
one of the subdivisions of that committee appointed by
the Dialectical Society to investigate Spiritualism. That
committee divided itself into six sub-commitiees. Each
sub-committee goes to work in its own way. Every one
of them come out Spiritualists. Sergeant Cox saw that
the table moved with the hands on the table, but that he
feared that was unconscious muscnlar action. Then he
would not allow them to touch the table at all. - Finally
he would not allow them to stand on their feet. He com-
pelled them to kmeel on their chairs in a fully-lighted
room, and put their hands on the backs of their chairs—
no hand within three feet of the table. . The {able moved.

‘He marked the legs of the table. He would request it to°
move such a length; or such a distance northwest. It
would move. He would apply his compass. . He would |
find it was exactly northwest. He measured the distance:

It was cighteen inehes. -He found an intelligénce con-
nected with it.- LT T
' NATURE OF TESTIMONY.. .- . ..:

Now, what I say is,that when the ten _commahdn_l’éﬁts.

were spoken, and the one that spoke them said, “T am the

| provedit” -

_. " .

P

Lord,” thet wis dll the testinony théy had the Lord was
there. ‘When {Lis one comes he says, “I who do this am
your prother, youyy father, your friend, your neighbor’—
that when {hey come they always claim to be some of the
departed, and when they tell that which we know is
known only to the departed, and other things of that
kind, we plit this;and that together and say “yes.” I re-
ceived a dozen Igtters. to-day. I did not question the
authenticity of one of them—not one of them, The
name was gigned;land they told me things I would have
expected t§ hear from those individuals. We decide now,
we decide 9o Spiritualism in just exactly thet way. We
take the evidences and weigh them. There’s a phenom-
enon—that’s the first thing. What produced that? | What
caused that? ~We examine that awhile and we find no

-} other cause, and no other cause can be presented, and
| then we take their testimony and say, “Yes, you say you

are spirits of the dead; and we believe it, for you have

"~ My. Covert says: “A rap doesn’t prove it'is a spirit.”
Then, he éays, “I will duplicate any manifestation they
will bring.”- So wonld Jannes and Jambres,  They prom-
ised, in' the ‘séventh chaptér ¢f Exodus, that ﬁley would
duplicdte anything that Moses would do. And Paul says
men of corrupt minds will try that in every age of the
world. - I wouldw’t wonder if it were true. " He says he
will duplicate anything. I saw his duplication, oh, yes, I.
saw hie duplication. I know when they undertook, he
and another friend, who is here on this platform, to give
five tests before an ‘audience. I saw when they were lay-

_ing their plans Now that was going to be done. I got the
‘proper “code™ they used before they got it. I could do

better than Brother Covert did. They failed on two of
the tests, in spite of all they could do. If Brother Becker
had chosen me,-instead of Brother Covert, I guarantee
I could give eyeryone of those five tests. He failed. 1
won’t tell you.why he failed. That will come up by and
by. After they said they would do it, they failed on the
tests; that is enough. 1In all Spiritualism nobody ever
heard of any tests being given in that way, and yet they
palmed ihat off on noviees in Spiritualism as a duplica-

-tion of Spiritualistic phenomena!

. DEMANDING A SIGN.

“Do it heré; do it now; do it in our presence,” is the
continued ery.of these men.

Luke iv., 23-27, reads as follows: “Ye will surely say
unto me this proverh, Phyeician heal thyself; whatso-
ever we have héard done in Capernaum, do also here in
thy country, * * * But 1 tell you of a truth many
widows were in. Iorael in the days of Elias, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when
great famine vwas throughout all the land. But unto none
of them was Tlius sent, save unio Sarepta, a city of Sidon,
unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were
in Israel in thetime of Eliseus the prophet; and none of
them was cleanséd saving Naaman the Syrian.”

This was true; over and over Jesus’ enemies asked Him
{o do something in their presence. Every time they put
Him to the test'He failed.

“Give us a sign,” ihey demanded over and over again.
He respongded, “There shall no sign be given.” I say ex-
actly the same thing now to you. There shall no sign
be given bo yowi! You are not the right ones for that.
You belong to tlfat class among whom Jesus could do no
mighty mjracles;(Mark vi, 4-6). They seized Jesus.
“Now,” sail they, “we have got Him,” and he failed.

He gaveutests to Nathaniel, to Zaccheus, to the woman
of Samarig! H¢ suid o her, “Go and call thy husband.”
She said, 41 haye no husband.” e said, “Thou hast
well said ‘I haveno husband,’ for $hou hast had five hus-
bandg, andthe whtom thou now hast 8 not thy husband; in
that saidst®hou truly.” Look at the tests he gave her.

Now, th’gt fellgj says that we give no such tests. Why,
they caught Jgsuy and tied him; they said we've got him
now. .. We'll tty him: - Take this pocket-handkerchief,

‘and they adsoltitely blindfolded Jesus so He could not see.

And when He was blindfolded, they slipped up behind
Him and struck Him, and then sprang away and de-
manded who it was that hit Him. Jesus could not tell.
As sure as you are alive they beat Iim, just as my friend
would beat his followers if he had a chance. And when
they got Jesus on the Cross, then the ministers—how
strange that is—the priests did this mockingt-they gen-
erally do. The ministers came around and they said:
“Aha! aha! Thou that tearest the Temple down and rear-
cst it again in three days, come down from the Cross and
we will believe.” Jesus did not come down, and the poor
infidels had to die infidels, just as I am afraid my friend
will. He didn’t come down—they beat Him, Now, my
Iriend says, we will beat you just as easy as our friends
beat your friend Jesus. Well, come on. That is all I
have to say. We are willing to be heaten just as our Mas-
ter was. But we will let that matter go now, and pass on
to something else.

“He comes -with miserable clap-irap, low, miserable
stuff.” Did you hear any clap-trap in my speech? Did
you hear any “low, miserable stufl” in my speech? I wish
my friend had not- quite so many adjectives. I believe
his speech would {ell better on the audience. Now, if I
dealt in clap-trap or low, miserable stuff, you know it, so
I believe I will not reply to that.

Next he says: “Now, I don’t want io live again if I
can’t do more than o wriie a message—a communication
—on a miserable slate, or talk through miserable horns.”

Well, now, if the elate and the horn were in very great
misery, I would let them rest a little while until they
got through with their pain, and then I would talk about
it. Who said the spirits could not do more than that?
If God could not have done more than that, and refused
to do that because he never had done any more, we would
never have had the ten commarfdments he spoke through
a “miserable” horn. He wrote the ten commandments
on & “miserable élate,” and Moses broke the “miserable”
stones sll to picces and Jehovah had to write the “miser-
able” commandiments over again on another “miserable”
stone.

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.

He next lells a story about somebody who says glory,
glory, glory—that, he says, is the Spiritual philosophy.
Now, I want to thow you what the Spiritual philosophy
is. The Spiritual philosophy starts cut with the idea
that God is a spirit. I said then I didn’t like the reading
of the text;.I would rather have it read, Spirit is God.
The reason why I would like o bave it read so—1I did not
present it ag, evidence, because he and I had a kind of
private agrecment that we would stick to the King James
version of the Bible—the reason why I would rather have
it read that Xvaj'is because that is just exactly the way
the text reads 1h the Greek, and it cannot possibly be
iranslated any other way than Spirit is God, and I believe
it. 1 dow’t want to say there is a spirit whose name ig
Lukens, another by the name of Millspaugh; there is one
spirit who reports for one paper, and there is another who
reports for another, and another in the audience which
is God. I want to say spirit is God wherever it is, and
God is spirit"wheréver God is. The spirit is God, and you
and I, as muth of epirit as we have, have the essence of
the Deity in us, and that is what makes us spiritual beings
and our philosophy a spiritual philosophy.

Now, let us see whether the Spiritualists have any phil-
osophy. He goes.to the mediums for philosophy, and if
he knew mediumns as well as I do, it is the last place he
would go for anything. of that kind. I go to those who
explain the modus operandi of the manifestations. Me-
diums give us the.phenomena. I will quote from one of

.our finest ingpired. mediums, that is & speaking medium.

I refer to the late Selden J. Finney,:of this State.  He
Says: - »;v._ ~ P} ‘ DRI N B
- “How is religlo)

‘three greaf idéas, _First,.an infinite spiritual reason and

causation, . Second, a Tepresentative divine or spiritual
nature in man. - Third, the inspiration- of the second by
the first. (That is, the inspiration of man from God.) "

“The absencen{ either of these great fundamental con-

 possible to man? - On ‘the ground of | .

s

there can be no divine soul in man, no inspiration from

God. - If there be a soul in man, and no infinite
soul, there.can be no inspiration, no progress, no divine
ideals of perfection to charm on to the spiritual levels.
And if there be a God and a soul in man, and no vital
connection between them, there can be no progress to-
ward perfection, no transcendent ideas, no march of man
for the Morning Land, the new Atlantis.

“Religion as an historic fact, then, involves these three
great central ideas: First, God, the all-in-gll; second, e
divine correlative element in man; and, third, a vital con-
nection between God and man. ’

“The fraternity of souls and the identity of God rests
at last upon the identity of the original substance of each
bLeing. - If human spirits are the children of God—if the
idea of the fatherhood of God be not a delusion, then the
substance of the Creator is the foundation of each soul.
The identity of the primordial essence of the human and

-the divine spirit is the only logicsl basis, and it is on this

foundation alone that religion itself is possible.”

There, ladies and gentlemen, is spiritual philosophy,
given by one of our greatest philosophers and lecturers
and adopted by many Spiritua%sts, But we will let that
go and pass on to the next.

The next thing Mr. Covert says is: “To say that spirit
i God is Pantheism.” Very well, then, Jesus was a Pan-
thejst, ..That is all T have to say about that. Ido not care
whether you call it Pantheism or not. It makes no differ-
ence to me. I never tried to define God. You can’t de-
fine God. The moment God is defined he is no longer
God. You have to surround him with definitior:s to de-
fine him, You have to get outside of God to do that. 1
can’t do it—I will not try to do anything of the kind.

He next tests the philosophy of Spiritualism. 1le tests
it by putting the same question to different mediums at
different times. That question was: *“Where was some-
body’s head, ete.” How profound that logie, isn’t it¥
That’s the way he tries the philosophy of Spiritualism.
1 wonder that Harvard hasn’t sent for him to take the
chair of logic in its college; when he gets off such imn-
mense logic as that he must bave absorbed the ghosts of
"Whately, Mill and Hedge. 1f anybody in the world can
see any connection between his premise and his conclu-
sion, 1 would be very glad to have him show me where
and what it is.

Now, he says I quote the opinions of Johnson and such
men as that, etc., they are only opinions,

Ladies and gentlemen, I leave it to you, did I quote
the opinion of anybody? I deny it emphatically. Now,
let me read the first part of that quotation over to you:
“That the dead are seen no more, I will not undertake
to maintain against the concurrent and universal testi-
mony of all ages and pations.” Is that an opinion? It
is not an opinion al all, What is it? It is the testimony
of all men in the world that have seen the dead. Seeing
is one thing, and au opinion is another and very different
thing.
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The Y. P. S. L.

It is desirable that the above letiers become fully fa-
miliar to all Spiritualists. They mean the Young People’s
Spiritual Institute.

This is an organization for young men and women in-
teresled in Spiritualism to meet every Tuesday night in
each locality, under a perfected co-operative system. The
plans are the result of malure thought and long experi-
ence. There are a number of young people’s socielies,
unions, clubs, clc., connectéd with loeal societies of Spir-
itualists. Ii is very needful that all shall come into one
form of organization. Whilst the name amounts to little,
yet it is well to have a distinctive title that will not con-
flict with tle Christian young people’s societies. They
have the lindeavorers, Leagues, Unions, ete., but none
use the name of Institule. This word is applied to edu-
cational bodies, and is pertinent to our young people’s
organization, because it will seck for mental and spiritnal
education. The study of psychic law and development of
psychic powers will be a special feature. But social cul-
wure and a fralernal esprit will be a dominant factor. The
need is great to insure social protection o the young Spir-
itualists.

The Y. P. 8. I. has a great work in hand, and is alrcady
doing it. ‘The local instituies now holding meetings re-
port that the inierest is so wonderful that the good re-
sults are astounding. At the lute convention of the N,
S. A, held in Washington, D. C., it was unanimously re-
solved to recommend the organization of Young People’s
Spiritual Associations. A number of delegales spoke
highly in favor of the plan,

The Y. P. 8. L received general favor, and the per-
fected plan was much admired. Many promised to urge
the crganization of am institute by their local society.
Numerous leiters of approval are being received from
prominent Spiritualists, and institutes are being agitated
in hundreds of places. It is 8 movement that will spread
like wildfire! It is the spirits’ newest project for the
help of Spiritualism, and its mission is to teach Truth,
The slogan for the Institute is, “The light of truth shall
shine unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”

Who will help this great work? Surely, every earnest
Spiritualist will do so! Write to me for helps. Frater-
nally, G. W. KATES.

Rochesfer, N. Y.
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WHY IS IT?

Some find work where some find rest, .
And so the weary world goes on.

I sometimes wonder which is best;
The answer comes when life is gone,

Some eyes sleep when some eves wake,
And o the weary night hours go.

Some hearts beat where some hearts break.
I often wonder why ’tis so.

Some will faint where some will fight;
Some love the tent and some the field.

I ofien wonder who are right—
The ones who strive or those who yield.

Some hands fold where other hands
Are lifted bravely in the strife,

And so through ages and through lands
Move on the two extremes of life.

Some feet halt where some feet tread,
In tireless march, a thorny way;

Some struggle on where some have fled;
Some seek when others shun the fray.

Some swords rust where others clash;
-Some fall back where some move on;
Some flags furl where others flash
Until the battle has been won.

Some sleep on while others keep
The vigils of the true and brave.
They will not rest till roses creep
Around their name above a grave,
~—Father Ryan,

COMRADES.

After all, we’r;a brethren—mno matter where we be—
We folks that coax the soil to life, or you that sail the sea;’
PDon’t matter where they place us—don’t matter where
.. 'Wweroam, W . Lo
This world, for all its trials, is stil our home, our home!
I 'mesn ;gmgj, we're a-Jivin’ here—on this hete mortal
- 8 e—' - E A'.-‘-‘.'i “: coeopouERieT i [
:And so, -when night is fallin’ let’s- throw' the windows
- wide : LTI
And let the lamps shine oi}_t! Because, 'wherever we may

ToAm, ST RO
This world, until we reach the next, is still our home, our

ditions renders religion impossible. If the Deity be gero

home! - ~—Atlantp Constitution.

‘QUICKLY CURED. *

You May Have a Sample Rottle of .-

the Great Discovery, Dr.
Kilmer's Swamp-Root,
Bent Free by Mail,

People doctor thelrtroubles and try differcnt meds
cines so often without benefit, that they get dif

w“r&ﬁbﬂ and skeptical. In wmost such cuses serioug’

mistakes are mode fo doctorlug and not knowln,
what our trouble {s or whot mokesus sick, The un
mlistakable evidences of kiduey trouble are paln or

dull ache fn the back, too frequent deslre to Jmul : .

water, scanty supply, scalding irritation. As ki

ne
dlsenge advauces the face looks sallow or pale, e)'ey

ufly, the feet swell, and sometimes the heart ac

ﬂmuy. Should further evidence bo needed to fnd

out the cause of sfckness, then sct uriue aside for
twenty-four hours; a scdhment or settling Is als
convinelug proof that our kidueys and bladder nee
docwrluﬁ.

" The mild and extraordinary effect of Dr. Kilmer's

Bwamp-Root, the e
boon Pomiokat lgmat kiduey and bladder remedy, 43

one dollar. Bo universally successful s Swainp
Root Leen n quickly curing even the most distressin

cades, that 1f you wish to prove its wonderful mar&
you may Lave 4 sample bottle und & book, both sen

absolutaly free by wafl. Meutlon The Progressive ) v

Thinker, and send your address to

DR. KILMER & GO,

Binghampton, N. Y.

The fact that this lfberal offer appears fu this paper
1s sufllclent guarautee of {te genulnencss. pdl%

Out of the Depths Into the Light,

By Swunuel Bowles; Mrs. Carrle K. S. Twing, me:
dium. Thislittie book will be read w o ine
Wrest by thousands, Price 25 cufx‘:u. with tuteaso fu

NEW THOUQHT.
Volume I, Nicely bound In cloth, 579 1
tully priuted pages. Portralts of l'overa‘l"gg'tllx,giﬂe?l
speakers and medlumsa. The watter al] ~~Iginal an
presentlog in an attractive form the highiest phase of

the 8piritusl Philosophy. By Mo
only §1.50, Foraale at {hla o&ce. 88 HuiL. Price

Volume Il 884 psges, beautitult rl
nicely bound. Original matter, 8ix yrtgnl?:?dcmg
E&ucl;d. 75 odnts. By Mosgs HuLg, 8ale at thig

THE RIGHTS OF MAN, %

By Thomas Paine. Parts I snd ]I
answer to Mr,Burke's attack uponlﬁlemly:gngi

Revolution. Post 8vo., 210 08,
cloth, 50 centa, + %1 poges. Papar, 80 cents)

" EDITH BRAMLEY’S VISION.

A thrill{ug appeal to all who are {nterested in e
Ing how the great forces of the Roman cnth?)m
Church are seeking to control ull movementa pef

telnipg to buman progress thaé are in vrnosition Y
thair tic rel teachlugs, Prixe
For sale ot b ofich, 15 oouta
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HUMAN CULTURE 8 CURE

MABRIAGE, SEXUAL DEVEL-

OPMENT, AND BOCIAL
UPBUILDING.

BY E. D. BABBITT, M. D., LL. D,

A most excelient and very valugble work, by the
Dean of the College of Fine Forcea, and author of
other {mportant volumes on Health, Soclal Sciencs,
Religion, etc.

Price, cloth, 75 cents. For sale at this offices

TWO IN ONE

A COMBINATION OF

| “The Question Settled” and “The

Contrast” Into one Volume,

BY MOSES HULL.

This highly !nstroctive and interesting work 18 §
combination tato one volume ©f two of Mr. Hell't : -

gﬁlmdﬂl works. By this arrangement the cost 18 auol

at the reader {s ensbled to secure the two bookz T
comdnad at ¢he same price 88 was formnerly asked * -
tely. This volume coniains 462 pages

for them
and 1 handsomely
oellent ¢ of tho anthor.

THE QUESTION SETTLED

43 w ca/Cfut eomparison of Blblical and Modern Spielts .
uallsm. No book of the century hes made so mshy ..
converts to Modern Spirituslism as thls. The author'y . -

wim, fsithfully to compare the Bible with modern

ﬁeuumenlnd Jhﬂomphy. has been wcomglllshbd. SRR
uman

e adaptation of Spirltuailsm to the wants of

Kidnéy% Bladder Troublss

tstonds the highest for fts wom- - -
derful cures. 8old by druggists; price fifty cents and -

und tn cloth, and contatus an ex- -

ey ) A
A ST

T RN

{ty; fts moral tendency: the Bible Doctrine of angg o

ministry; the spiritusl nature of man, and the obje

tons offcred to Spirituailsm, are all considered fathq .~ -
1ight of the Bible, nsture, history, reason and commog .

wsense, sud expressed clearly and forcibly.
THE CONTRAST

conalsts of a critical comparlson of Rvanpelicallsm - »

:nd Spiritaalism. 1t s s most Bble production, and
2 3

assumptions of Orthodoxy.
PRICE ¢1,

SEERS OF THE AQES.

.hmdnglfpmm.mm. part and present. By J
. Peablel D. An encyel a3 gf {ntevestin '

ve facts, Irice

BIBLE OF BIBLES,

By BerseyGraves. RwIlwell pay perusal. mwj

~ THOMAS PAINE, -

<+ o > Wae He Juniug? - -
B¢ Wm. Hewry Burr. Price l5conta, -

" QOSPEL OF NATURE.

‘3!.& 8herman and Wa, F, Lyon. Abq_;trepiq

Spiritual traths,  Prico $1.00

THE GODS.

By Col

.R. Q. Ingens
Worth i welght gold. Price

erfect storehonre of facts for those who wish
to defend Splrituslism, or find arguments ngatnst the

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, .

oll. A pamphiet 82 q
“p p! wm


ByCel.il

" THEY HAVE ALREADY COMMENCED THEIR NE-

: 'FARIOUS WORK.

DR. H. V. SWERINGEXN RECEIVES
‘A VERY PECULIAR LETTER
FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT O
THE NATIONAL  ANTI-SPIRIT-
VALIST  ASSOCIATION —WHATY
DOLS ' MEAN—ANOTHER SEY-
BERT COMMISSION REPORT?
- As is well known, the term “Anii” is
+ defined fo be “agalust,” “opposed 10"
. This opposition is supposed to hie based
. upon the falslty and unsounduess of the-
. thing opposed. We very naturally con-
" clude, theréfore, that every member of-
the Natlonal Anti-8piritualist Associa-
~tlon- is in possession of knowledge of
y the falsity of the claims of Spiritual-
. ism, otherwise they  would not have
: joined {t. No scnsible man would by
" joining such. a society commit himself
© to the condemuation of that iwhich he|
- knew nothing about. '

: g.llmleed, ~ope-of the most -prominent.
g

embers .of ‘the National .Anti-Spivit-
‘ualist Association, if .mdt the prime

. wover in its organization, the Rev. W.
- R. Covert, who recently presumed to

- publicly debate the question, rushing,

- in where much abler preachers feared

5 to tread, viz., the denunciation of the,

-+ .truth of Modern Spiritualism, this man
- Qovert;, with the assurance that is al-
ways born of ignorance, publicly as-
gerts that Spivitualism s all “a hum-
bug, a cheat and a He”” The natural
inference is, therefore, that all of his

. ‘associate membeirs. of tlie. association
are of the very same opinion or knowl-
edge based upon a satisfactory (to

" them) jinvestigaiion of the subject.
Notwithstanding these considerations,
the following letter from no less a per-

- . san than the Vice-President of the Na-

:-lfonal  Anti-Spiritualist Association,
- cledrly indicates that he, at least, is not
. yet satisfled with his investigation of

the subject, and desires to pursue it

* further, But, 1 ask In all candor, how

“ean he pursue it in an unbiased or un-

" prejudiced manner, holding the position

. that he does? Perish the thought that

he can do so! 1t is too supremely self-

- evidently ‘unnatural that he can. His

- letter reminds me of one that I received
“. a few years ago from the Rev. Dr. J.

M. Buckley, editor of the New York

Christian Advocate, in which he writes
as follows:

“1 will be obliged if you will write
me a brief outline of the kind of phe-
nomena which has satisfied you beyond

~a)] doubt of tirg truth of Spiritualism.
I have been studying the subject for
‘ibirty years; have seen most celebrated
phicnomena, both in Europe and Amer-
iea, and thus far am not satisfied that
‘any phepomena has oecurred that is not
eapulle of explanation on  natural
grounds without assuming the return
of the spirits of the dead.”

It will thus be seen that after thirty
years of study of Spiritualisin, the Rev.
Dr. Buckley was still anxlous to pursue
-his investigations further; still inter-

. ested in its phenomena witnessed by

.others than himself, and still unnble, 1

_infer, to arrive at a pesitive concluslon

‘as to their explanation. I might say

‘here, pareuthetically, that no well-in-

“formed Spiritualist clalms that any phe-
* "pomena has occurred that is “not ca-

-pable. of explanation on . natural

erounds.”® We have always claimed

Ahat “the retwrn of the spirits of the

dead” was perfectly patural, was in
. ‘perfect accord with ngtural law, how-
~¢ * gver-little that patural law was under-
© “gtood. Spiritualists do not believe in
.the so-called “supernatural.”

But here is the letter of the Vice-
~ . President of the Natlonal Anti-Spirit-

“ ualist Assoclation, the Rev., E, H. Cay-
" lor, D. D, of Columbus, Ohio:

01 East Bighth Avenue,

. Columubus, Ohfo, 10-23, 1897,
o0 |, V. Sweringen, Fort Wayne, Ind.:
i My Dear Sir:—I acknowledge the re-
“ eelpt of pamphlet report of discussion
on Spiritualism, between D. W, Moffat,
D. 1., and yourself and others, and
take 1his occeasion to say that 1 was
‘greatly interested in the reading of the
publication. It §s lacking in, however,
what too wany such discussions aye—
candor—and seems to have little in it
or at least 1 think too little of effort to
convinee, or be convinced, through a
better understnnding of what little we
‘do know. and obtaining knowledge of
that that is possible, but that we do not
Know.

You may perhaps know that I am not
a Spiritualist (see  enclosed circular),
but 1 will concede that thus far, in pub-
tie debate, the average weight of dis-
cussion, logically, is in favor of the
Spiritualist,

1 also belleve that it will remain so,
5o far as a doubt may influence the
mind of the investigator, until some
things are known, which will account
for some, at present, inexplainable
things.

This Fort Wayne discussion could
henee afforded to have been more seri-
ous, ns 1 think there was talent on
sither slde. to have warranted it. There
reems, lowever, to be a vein of canp-
dor upou the part of the party oppos-
ing Dr. Motfat, that leads me to fc-
cept the proposition that I shall append
Dbelow.

You have well stated in several forms
in this pamphlet, that Spiritualism is a
raling question of the day: that it has
come for recogunition, which it will get,
is getting. It Is a problem that you
cannot solve DLy ridicule, nor ahsolve
its adherents by impulsion. The guess-
fng and the doubt are all allied in sym-
pathy with Spiritualism as a fact, and
Iierein is the vantage of the Spiritualist.

I have heen a serious jnvestigator,
For many years interested in the truth
—thie fact—involved in this question,
having a great anxiety but no fear in
finding it. I have been able to search
without prejudice, and find my mind 8o
free from bhias, and so eager for truth,
that I think I am capable of reasoning
safely to the extent of my intellectual

ability. 1 have reached conclusions,
but not the end of investigation, 1 am
decided, hut 1 am not infallible. 1 am

anxious to convince, but none the less
anxious to be convinced. I have a zeal
to bring the light to others, but not a
zeal that puts out the light to myself.
I am too little interested in the belief
or teachings of any past age, 10 adliere
to 1hem, because they were the faith
of our fathers; and yet possess too
-much liomage for the truth, however
ancient. to be too unduly influenced by
more recent rupposed discoveries,
.You, no doubt, are aware of the re-
cently organized association of which
 the enclosed cireular bears some jnfor-
mation. While its purpose is to oppose,
It. has no thought to persecute. It ac-
ktnowledges no human infallible head,
but embraces serious, candid, intellect-
" ual, capable, brainy men, whose attain-
- “ments in knowledge havé not made fur-
;. ther knowledge seemn dangerous. Ifs
work is to inculcate truth, the acme of
which it does not profess to possess,
: it .being human and of sane mind is
"~ )apable of correcting or being corrected
- s the facts may discover, Lat mé not,!
however, deceive you into thinking that
ihis association was formed for the pur-
se of determining for itself whether
: piritualism is true. Yet this does not
- Qebar from experlments in the myste.

rious oceult forces of human life, Y
now say that: '

rawme of the National ;\utl-Spii‘ituulls-
tic Association, from the Psychic Sci-
ence Sgclety that you represent, 1o be
present and witness the spirit mani-
festations that you propose to furnish
to uny sevious, candld investigator, 1f
this soclety can be convineed of the
{ruth of Spiritualism, it can ‘do move,
and will do more for that cause, than
any other ageney in existence, Let me
Liear from you. VYery truly,
IR E., H; CAYLOR,

Inzilsniuch as the fol'egolng letter was

vefers wholly -to a question of public
1 interest, and to a proposition to be snb-
mitted to the Psychical or Spiritual So-
clety of which I am a member, I am
violating ne law of courtesy in thus
publishing it. .

_. ‘But what are we
think of this letter, which will, no
doubt, in the future, be known as ‘the
Rev. E. H..Caylor letter?’ . Had it been
written by a man wholly untrammeled
by and independent of creed and dog-
mg, or by a materiallst, an agnostic or
freethinker - unconnected with any
chureh or religion, I would have unhes-
itatingly replied, extending to. him a
most gladsome, welcome jnvitation to
be ‘present at any of our society meet-
ings when for any veason we had rea-
son to expect spiritual manifestations
to be produced by appointinent or oth-
‘erwise; 1 would here inform Brother
Caylor that we have not got these man-
ifestations “on tap” to be “furnished”
at the will gnd caprice of the “furnish-
er,” We have come to look upon our
absolute fallyves in “furnishing” phe-
nomena as being as satisfuctory as our
absolute, grand successes; I say had
this letter been received from such a
source, I could not have done otherwise
thun to entertain seriously, the propo-
sition it contains, for it is written as is
observed, with at least the semblance
of falrness and an honest desire to ar-
rive at the truth.

But “a man is known by the company
Le keeps.” Birds of a feather are very
likely to flock together. Comlng as
this letter comes, from a gentleman
who I8 an erthodox preacher in an or-
thodox church not only, but the vice-
president of a National Association or-
ganized for the especial purpose of op-
posing Modern Spiritualism as a “ham-
bug, a fraud and a lie,” I think I shall
pay no further attention to his proposi-
tion than to regard it as merely an-
other attempt of the orthodox chureh to
investigate (?) Spirituallsm in the same
manier the memorable Seybert Com-
wmisgion of the University of Pennsyl-
vania essayed to investigate it, in the
interest of the then more popular the-
ology and prejudice against the sub-
jeet than obtalns at present.

Rev. E, 11, Caylor's letter tallies mis-
erably with the circular of his “Anti”
Associmion which iU encloses. ¥rom
the address to the publie, of the presi-
dent of that association, Rev. H. J.
Lecker, D. D, I note the following:

“There is an association in this coun-
try whose votaries are being taught to
array themselves against the moral, so-
cial and selentifie interest ofour people.
The ackpowledged teachers of this so-
d¢iety are flannting the red fiag of an-
archy against obedience to the man-
dates of God and Man. They are scek-
ing to wrest from Holy Writ every
page that contains precepts which in-
culeate the very principles upon which
are estublislied the safely and perpetu-
ity of the government and about which
cluster the fondest hopes of the form-
ers and supporters of good soclety.

“Phey are assuming to receive com-
munications from the sacved vealm of
departed spiritg, the interpretation and
application of which denounce the di-
vine authenticity of the Scriptures,
slanders every cardinal doctrine de-
clared by our merciful heavenly I'ather
to lift a fallen race into the bosom of
divine repose and instead set in motion
contamingting influences of vicious
heresies which tend to throttle and de-
stroy every elevating sentiment of
those to whom has been comitted the
safety of church and state,

“They foster and maintain a class of
so-calledd mediums, clalming to be able
through the sphvite of the dead to set
awide natural laws, to become omnis-
cient as to the past, the present and the
future, and to held In their hands the
{alisman of fate and the panacea of hu-
man jlls. They demand the respect and
support of the community for their
teachers and mediums while they gull
the victims of this delusion by thelr
pernicious deceptions.

“These debauched syeophants turn
down every glimmer of light so as to
screen them from being seen tooting on
trumpets, thumping on musical instru-
ments, writing on parchments and on
slates, playing with baby dolls and
imitating the tintinnabulations of a
charivar! party in the outskirts of civ-
ilization.”

Now, in the very face of this repre-
sentation of Spiritualism (which is sim-
ply a medley of angered prejudice, ig-
pnorance and falsehood), which the Rev.
E. H. Caylor, D. D., as an associate
president of this Natjonal Anti-Spirit-
ist Society necessarily indorses, he the
sald Caylor, asks to be invited in the
uanie and &s 4 representative of his
Antl-Spiritualist Soclety, to the Flrst
Spiritual Society of Fort Wayne, in the
capacity of an “upprejudiced, unbiased,
sincere  investigator of Spiritualistic
phenommena!™ As a sample of “cheek,”
this not only takes the cake,” but the
“entire bakery." As a clear case of
Lcontradiction of {erms written or im-
plied, this cannot possibly be surpassed
by any of Bible record.

I have had some experience in the
course of my life with “honest lagos,”
and 1 do not feel inclined to extend it
any further. I think that as Spiritual-
ists we can furvive if we do not court
the further services of such “unpreju-
diced, unblased, honest, investigators”
into the truth or falsity of our phenom-
ena. Spiritualism  has reached that
point in its history at which it can stand
alope and present to the world a bold
front, In spite of all the malignant op-
position and Ditter persecation it has
received in the past. it stll lives and
flourishes and will continue to live and
flourish. We can now afford to be inde-
pendent. 1f thoese who are not in pos-
sessfon of our truth desire to obtain it,
let them get it as we got it. “Seek and
ve shall find.” I sobught and found the
truth of Spiritualism, and although I
found much of that truth mixed with
nuch of falsebood, fraud and error,
vet I found it to my entire satisfaction,
8o far as proving a futurs existence is
concerned. I Lknocked at the door of
Spiritualism with the conviction that it
was ridiculously and utterly false, but
with the hope that I might possibly ob-
tain some evidence of a future exist-
ence, and that door was opened unto
me. It was pot such a door as opens
into some so-called “Beybert Commis-
glon” or *“Psychical Boclety,” or “Com-
mittee of Sclentists,” or “self-appojpted
investigator from some “‘anti’ associa-

I will accept the proposition in the

not written to me confidentially, and |.

‘as Spiritualists to’

‘flict is 4 hand. ' The Progressive
Thinker has employed twenty-

gathering data to show the deep-seated
corrup tion among church members and
minist ers of the gospel. 'Their report
will follow the publication of the great
debate between Moses Hull and Xlder
Covert, at Anderson, Ind., and it will
astound the world! Assist in this
great struggle by sending in your sub-
seription at once. Tell all your Spir-
ituslist friends to send for The Pro-
gressive Thinker. If they cannot send
a dollar, send 25 cents to assist us in
this conflict.. . Don’t delay. In order
to fight this battle successfully we
should have 100,000 additional sub-
scribers.  Roll in the dollars. -

tlon” waiting by appointmient for phe-
nomena to present themselves for in-

_vestigation, No, none of these. It was

a door that opened up to me the entire-
1y unlooked-for; the unthought-of, the
unexpected, yet nevértheless trué and
wonderful. I have no longer any sym-
pathy with appointed so-called *‘scien-
tific investigatiods of Spiritualism, as
have Dbeen conducted in the past.

The truth of Splritualism is nof un-
like'the kingdem of heaven. “It cometh
not with (vulgar) cbservation” necessa-
rily; not with such observation as is
characteristic of or attends the so-
called investigations of the warped and
prejudiced, the ignorant and intolerant
“eomittees” or ‘“societies,” altdaugh
these are therefore, not to be despivd,
for it has not infrequently been the case
that they have witnessed to thelr entire
satisfaction the genuine manifestations
of Bpiritualism and become convinced
of its truth,

Those who are possessed of an intui-
tive mental grasp or perception of the
spirlt and genfus of Spiritualism, can
readily discern spiritual things.

On last Sunday evening, October 24,
Mz, J. Frank Baxter gave me from the
Maiform of the IMrst Spiritual Soclety
of Iort WWayne, a8 message clear, spe-
cifie, distinet, recognized in all its parts,
in which a single word of two letters,
an abbreviation of my name, was suffi-
clent of itself to satisfy me that it was
given to him by the spirit of a friend of
my youth whose name Mr. Baxter gave
in full, and who died thirty-four or thir-
ty-five years ago, and who always and
alone addressed me by said abbreviated
title, which Ar, Baxter could not possi-
bly have known.

Rev. Dr. Becker, the President of the
National Anti-Spiritualist Association
of America, charges us with denounc-
ing the Scriptures, So far as 1 am per-
sonally concerned, my position may be
thus stated: The Bible contains much
that is true, instroetive, grand, beaut-
ful, sublime and soul-inspiring, and it
contains likewise, much that is false,
ugly, immoral, vulgar, debasing, de-
grading and contradictory.

What I have here sald of the Bible,
can also be sald with equal truth of
Modern  Spiritualism.  We  should,
therefore, seek only the good and ftrue
in both, I lay it down, however, as o
self-evident, incontrovertible proposi-
tion, that the orthodox preacher who-
c¢ver he is, that disbelieves the essen-
tial facts of Madern Spiritualism, also
disbelieves ¢ Bible he preaches,
wholly or in part,

It will be observed or has been by the
reader's perusal of Rev. Dr. E, H. Cay-
lor‘s letter as herein given, that even
the vice-president of the National Anti-
Spiritualist Association of America, in-
clines to the acceptance of the above
proposition, and tacitly admits that in
the recent Jdebate between Moses Hull,
the Spivitualist, and Rev. Elder W. R,
Covert, the orthodoxian, vepresenting
the ¢hampion debater of the “Anti” as-
sociation, *our own Moses” got de-
cidedly the best of it,

H. V. SWERINGEN.

THE GREAT MYSTERY,

Conld we but know
The land that epds our dark, uncertain
travel,
Where lles those happier hills, and
meadows low,
Ahlif beyond the spirit’s inmost cavil,
Aught of the country could we surely
kngw,
Who would not go?

Might we but hear
The hovering angels high, imagined,
chorus,
Or cateh, betimes, with wakeful eyes,
and clear,
One radiant vista of the realm before
us—
With one rapt moment given to see
and hear,
Ah! who would fear?

Were we quite sure
To find the peerless friend who left us
onely,
O ‘here, by some celestial stream, as
pure,
To gaze in eyes that here were lovelit
only—
This weary ortal coll, were we quite
sure,
Who would endure?
—Idmund Clarence Stedman,

Exorcising a Chost.

The Bishop of London is a man of
much wit, At one thme, says the Wave,
when he was particularly active in
raising funds for tbhe restoration of
Peterborough Cathedral, he was a
guest in a country house credited with
the possession of a ghost, His hostess
somewhat unkindly put him in the
haunted chamber. The next morning
the Bishop was eagerly asked if he
bad seen the ghostly visitant. *“Ob,
yes,” he answered, “but 1 asked him
for a subscription to the restoration of
Peterborough Cathedral, and he wvan-
ished immediately.”

embers of the Anli.-

Spiritualist Convention, which

met at Anderson, Ind., are de-

termined to barass Spiritualists

by having odious laws enacted
in every State and city to suppress
mediumship. The Progressive Thinker
Jeads in the fight against them, Have
your Spiritualist friends subscribe for’
it at once, to assist in the great con-
flict at hand. Tell them of the mag-
nificent premium we offer, They can
gend at least a trial subscription, three
months for 25 cents. But the dollar
will help us most.

“Human Culture anG Cure. Part
First. The Philosophy of Cure, - (In-
cluding Methods and Instruments).”. Bﬂy
E. D. Babbitt, M. D,, LL. D, "A very -
structive and valuable work. It should
have & wide circulation, JB it well ful.
flls the promise af itg title. For eale
at this. office, ‘Price 75 cents, .- - -

“Arcans of Nature; or the History
and Laws of tion.” By Hudson
Tuttle. A well-kno and wost. pro-
found treatise. Cloth, $1 .For sale at
this office, B

'DOES SPAITHALISH

“five experts, residents of Chicago.
and New York City, who are |

e

_;AnsWeks th'é lmportan’f Question in the'Ne:ga'tive.'

4] b

Is the Splrifunlist-pody a Christian
sect? Is “Christ” gpr leider? Shall
we claim the Christiun nawme? { auswer
“no” to all thdse quéktions. I answer
no, not besause of uiﬁ' prejudice I pos-
sexs, but becayse I ¢iy find vo sufficient
reasons Lo angwer yea :

I write this article F&r the purpose of
giving some of iy reddsons for my posi-
tion. 5 v

Christianity ‘Js a vast sysiem of ye-
liglon, extending more or less thickly
over unearly one-third the civilized
world.. Its members form a mighty
army of nearly: 400,000,000 of humaun
“beings, of many languages and climes.
175,000,000 are Roman Catholies; 90,-

000.are Greek Catholics; 115,000,000 are’
This great army of be-

Protestants.
lievers accepts the chureh, the Bible
and the system of yeliglon set forth in
-.the New Testament as the absolute and
perfect religion, which is in time to su-
persede all other forms of religion, and
that sooner or later to the name of
Jesus every knee shall bow, '
- Nineteen - hundred yeavs of falthful
drill by upwards of half a million of
thoroughly disciplined officers lias cow-
pacted this army into a solid wall of
masonry which. will successfully defy
the destructive work of ages,

1t is more than mere brick and stone.
It is an enormous living organization,
herculean in size and strength, the larg-
est, best united under the name of
Christ, best equipped with huwan
hearts, minds and money, and most de
termined’ in purpose of any organized
power on earth, soclal, political or re-
liglous.

The {dea that Spiritualism can enter
and take possession of this huge body,
and by degrees transform it into such
o system of science, of religion, and of
philosophy, as Spirltualism is to-day, o
especially as it will be when full grown,
is but a fancy of the lmagination, and
almost too lmprobable to recejve serl-
ous attention.

If Spirvitualism and Christianity com-
bine, it will be like the lion and lamb
lying down together. 1t can he done,
but the lamb must be mside the lion.
When Spiritualism, as such, enters
Christlanity and Is received, it will be
chewed, swallowed, digested, and
everything about it which harmonizcs
with accepted Christian ideas will enter
into the blood, Lbone and muscle of the
church, of which it will becomne
a part, losing every vestige of its indi-
viduality, as much so as an apple wheu
it 1s eaten, nnd that part of it in which
lies its identity and intrinsic worth,
and which Christians reject, will pass
down as waste matter and be ejected.
When Spiritualism enters the church
it may well write over the door the
words of Dante,: “Let, him who enters
here leave all hk)pe behind.” When a
Spiritualist joink! thesehureh, it i8 le
and his Spiritualism and not the churcn
and Its doctrineghat go down and out
of sight and ave lost, 'The alligator
lies with open jaws ﬁlpd with perfeet
atiliness, and fattens od the insects that
light upon hig yaiting tongue; so the
church fattens, on Spiritualists who
seek refuge in Its wajm embrace, A
Spiritualist may'join it, accept its name,
bask under itstsmlies! and earresses,
hand over his purse gnd his infiuence
into 18 keepin[.;,j sit ip lhis pew In si-
lence, and thus give tacit consent Lo
what is said, DUt nevbr is he allowed
to stand In the pulplt tind read and ex-

_hiblit 'a message whicl'he has received

fronlld his sainted mother in the Spirit-
world.

When ] became a Spirituallst I felt
that Spiritualism ¢ould and ought io
be made a part of Chrlstianity, and 1
attempted to preach it frofn the pulpit.
But I soon found that when I preached
it, I was listened to shuply from the
spirit of tolerance and because of per-
sonal respect. 1 even found that to say
in the pulpit “spirits can and do re-
turn, tip tables, write on slates and are
seen and talked with by clafrvoyants
and clairaudients,”" is what no minister
can do more than once and hold Lis
place, no matter how much respected
and beloved he may be,

Rev, M. J. Savage tried It, and we
know low he has been forced to re-
treat. Rev. 1, Ernest Allen tried it,
and Is trying it, and he can tell us with
tears in his eyes how he must padlock
his lips or lose his pulpit. I have per-
sonal friends of long years standing in
the liberal ministry, who tell me they
are Spiritualists, but tell me also that
they do not dare even to mentlon the
name Spiritualism in their pulpits,

1 do not know that we ought to be tao
severe on Clhristinng because they ve-
fuse {o allow BSpirltualism to be
preached in their churches. None of us
like to pay our money to have that de-
fended and advoeated . which we neither
believe nor respect, but hold as rank
delusion. How many Spiritualists
would support a lecturer who preached
the Trinity, an endless and arbitrary
hell, the 1a)l of Adam, Salvation only
through the blood of Jesus, and the
Bible as tlhe infallible and inerrant
word of God, even though he did preach
spirit communlon? I would not,

The fault is mainly not with Chris-
tians only, as everybody is to blame
who does not investigate, The real
fault lles in Clristianity itself. The
Christian religion is not Spiritualisn
as that word is to-day understood.
anrlst-lanity {s nearer Spiritualism than
is materialism. 1 have no doubt of
that. -But Spiritualism is independent
of both of them. It forms really uo
vital part of Christanity.

It may be safd - that modern Chris-
tanity is not true Christianity—that
primitive Christianity is where we must
go. 1 may be told that Jesus was a
Spiritualist and that the religion he
founded was in ali essentlals what Spir-
itualism Is to-day. I doubt it.

I recognize the fact that Jesus was a
medium, and an éspecially good healing
medium, but I-am ndt certain that he
was, really consclous that he got his
hedling power from gpirits; If He was
80 conscious, He d,pot make a frank
confession of it. 1 ay be mistaken,
but so far as I remember, I do mot
think He ever, even- once, distinctly
stated that His power over disease and
to work ‘“miracles”  came from. the
spirits. The question was frequently
put to Him, as # paturally would be.
At flrst He refusged 10 teli where His
power came froms *“When in the tem-
Dle, the chief priegts and the elders said
unto Jesus, by.{¥hat>authority doest
Thou these thingk, and who gave Thee
this authority” rdnd<Jesus answered,
“1 will also- aek.you one thing which,
if you will tell Me, X, likewise, will tell
you where I get My power: ‘The bap-
tlsm of John, whence was it, from
beaven or of . men?” He knew they
would not answer it, for if they sald
of heaven, why then did they refect
him; if they sald ‘of men they would
displease the people whom they feared.
And .they answered, *“We cannot tell.”
“And Jesus sald unto them, nelther tell
I you by what authority I do these
things.” -Again atd again, after he had
been .speaking in the temple, or when
he had done some “miracle” It was
questioned b{ the people and put to
him: Who.art thou to do these things?

Herod heard of ‘hils wonderful wopks
and .gdve his opinion “that John {he

BELONGTO ¢

BRISTANITY ]

Baptist was risen from the dead and
that he did these tings; otbers sald
that it is Xlias; others said that it s a
prophiet or one of the prophets.)” And
all this tlme Jesus kept gilent, Every
time that the question was put to him,
as it often was, he avoided a  direct
auswer, : o - .

At last when people began|to say,
+“he hath a devil,” it is the work of
devils, and that “he casteth ount devils
through the power of the prince of
devils,” and finally when the Yhavisees
confronted him, after he had cured 4
man who was both dumb and blind,
and charged him with being under the
power of Beelzebub, he was obliged to
defend himself and -stoutly denied the
charge, It was in rveply to this-charge
that -he uitered the oft quoted sentence,
“A house divided agninst itself cannot
stand.” : :

The time had now come when Jesus
could ‘no ‘longer escape declaring
whence came the extraordinary power
He possessed, if He wished to retain
the hold he had upen the people. It
was everywhere demanded. -

This mement was the crucial point
in Jesus’ career, so far ag Spiritualism
is concerned. Tor those who ‘believe
he worked ““miracles,” there are three
positions which can be taken,

The Spiritualist declares his power
came from spirits, The Pharjsees de-
clarved it eame from Satan, “The Chris-
tian declares it came from God. Which
of these positions did Jesus take? If
he' took the first he was a Spiritualist,
Not otherwise. Did He take the first,
as every brave aud loyal Spiritualist
must? Not at all.

What position did Jesus take? He
tells us in his reply to the Pharisees,
It was that His power came direct
from God; and from that time oun he
took that position when speaking on
the subject. He said it was “the finger
of God,” “the spirit of God” and ‘“the
Heavenly IMather”’ who was the source
of His power. But we have still more
testimony,

‘When he sent forth His disciples He
said to them, “When ye are brought be-
fore governors and kings, take no
thought how or what ye shall speak,
for it shall be given you in that same
houwr what ye shall say, for it s pot
ye that speak.” 1n this case He was
speaking to His twelve chosen disciples
in private and not to an enemy that
might intimidate Him and lead Him
to hide the truth. If ever, now we
should expect He would give vent to
His honest sentiments. And who did
He say wonld inspire them with what
to speak? Had he been a Spiritualist
He would have sald your *spirit
friends,” or “the higher intelligences”
or at least “the angels.” But as it wans,
He said for *the 8pirit of your Father
which speaketh In you” the God with-
in will glve you what to say. Jesns
heard a spirit voice at the time of His
baptism; on the Mount of Transtigura-
tion He saw two spirits whom He sup-
posed to be Moses and Elias; His whole
career was marked by spirit manifesta-
tions. The vital question is, Did Jesus
belfeve and teach clearly, emphatically
that these manifestations which came
through Him were produced by spirfts?
From a careful and Impartial study of
the subject, I think the position which
Jesus took finally and made a part of
His instructions, is as follows: that
God, His Father, in a gpecial manpner
selected Hlm and set Him aside and
endowed Him with a special gift by
whick he performed gll His wonderful
works, without any thought that spir-
its had any {hing to do with the case,
only that God occasionally permitted
Him to see them for a certain purpose.
He believed this gift transferable; and
when He sént out His disciples and
also the “seventy” bhe gave them Ilis
power, so that in His name they could
do even greater works than He did.

After Jesus had passed over, the phe-
nomena continued through the dis-
ciples, but they aceepted the opinion
of Jesus that they came from God. “On
the day of Pentecost, when the disel-
ples were gathered together they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost and be-
gan to speak with other tongues.” By
“Holy Ghost” they meant God or his
Spirit, as Is proven by the speech of
Peter on that ocecasion: “Ye men of
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Naz-
areth was a man approved of God
among you Ly miracles and wonders
and signs which ‘God’ did by him in the
midst of you.” He did not say “angels,”
but “God.” *

We are not, however, to infer that
angels did not manifest tlhemselves
much in the same way they do to-day.
They appeared to Cornelius, to Peter
and to others, but they are generally
spoken of as being delegnted by God
to speak and act for Him, as one per-
son for another, and are usually spoken
of as “angels of God.” which means
messengers of God. When DPeter was
cast into prison, not “an angel,” but an
“angel of (God” c¢ame to him and said
to him, *“Arise, and go forth.” In
speaking of this event afterwards.
Peter saild: “Now [ know that the Lord
sent His angel and delivered me.”

Angelic appearances continued in the
churclh after Peter and the other dis-
ciples had passed away; indeed, the
Chmstian Church in no age has been
without them, but Christians bave in-
variably attributed them to the direct
and {nterposing act of a personal God,
just as Jesus and Peter were accus-
tonmed to do.

To believe the phenomena take place
is one thing; to believe they take place
by the free act of human spirits ac-
cording to mnatuml law is anotber
thing, and this is what Modern Spirit-
uvalism means, and this is what distin-
guishes it from “Bible Spiritualism”
or “Christian Spiritualism.”

There are many people who believe
the phenomena happen, but who are
not Spiritualists, as that word is used
to-day. Mr. Hudson has written a
large book, admitting the phenomena
in every phase, but claims they are pro-
duced by spirits in the flesh, Christians
from Jesus to Joseph Cook have ac-
cepted tlie phenomena, but as a rule
from first to last have taken the
ground that when they happened in the
church they were from God, and when
they happened outside the church they
were from the devil. The world has
and has slways had many mediums
who are not Spiritualists. Jesus was
one, Peter was one. Luther wag one.
They are in the chureh, both in pulpit
and in pew, and have always been.
They are no Spiritualigts because they
do not feel and believe that tbe phe-
nomena are produced by the free will
of decarnate spirlts on their own ac-
count, ’ . .

The question now is, in the light of
these facts 1 have presented, If we
were going to select, out of all the mul-
titude "of -the present or-the past, one
person to be our leader and standard-
bearer, ought it to be Jesus? I think
that 8wedenborg had a far clearer un-
derstanding of ‘the spirit-world and of
its connection with this, and has given
the world a far better statement of the
8piritualist phenomena and philosophy,
and theprefore as a Spiritaalist deserves
higher honor than Jesus. I think the

f

If-we must Yiave a leader, wby not se-
leet Andrew Jackson Davis? - -

But dgswe want any man for g lead-
ert Do we want to aftach any man’s
name to Spiritualism? "The whole gen«
ius and spirit of our religion is, that it
is not and shall not be made in spirit
nor in name, nor even by inference, a

even Jesus or Buddha,

labeled “Christian,” why .did they not
do it themselves? If Jesus. were . to-
day asked His opinion concerning. the
matiter, 1 believe He would utter such
an emphatie “no” that the avhole spirit-
world would sense it. )

Spiritualism is the religion of natuye.
It has been equally. zuh‘d alike ’givenr to
the Hindoo, to the Persian, to the Tubk,
to the Japauese, as to the Huropean
and Amerlcan. Like the sunshive und
the rainfall it descends-alike upon be-
lievers in all religions and of ne religion
in - proportion as right conditions are
made, -

Christianity includes less than one-
third of the earth. By what authority
then shall we limit or tie up Spiritual-
ism by calling it Christian? 1f we call
it Christian in Christian pations, what
sball we call it in Mohammedan na-
tions,, or in Buddhist nations? There
are Spiritualists who deny or doubt the
existence of the New Testament Jesus.
What name shall we give to their Spir-
itualism? '

Spiritualism is founded on the laws
of nature and not on the doctrines or
experience of some one manp, and it is
as much larger than Jdesus as the uni-
verse is larger than a man,

Am I told that Spiritvalism needs
Christianity because of the Golden
Rule? We do not need to take Chris-
tianity in order to get that rule of life.
‘I'he Golden Rule, charity, kindness and

came, and Christians have no moral
right to put the brand of their leader's

fty. They are not Christian virtues any
more than Buddhist virtues, but belong
10 nature and are human virtues. We
do not need 1o be Christians in order to
possess them in the fullest degree.

Spiritualism is founded upon seclence,
and it would be just as proper 1o call
the law of gravity “Christian,” because
its discoverer was a Christian, as 1o
all the universal fact of spirit inter-
course Christian because forsooth it
came to light in lts present form in a
so-called Christinn country,

Christianity is a temporal religlon,
and belougs only to earth. If it exists
at all in the spirit-world it is in the
lower spheres, and s made up of
church members recently passed over,
As they become cnlightened and rise
they leave it behind.

But Spiritualism is eternal,  Vast
numbers become Npiritualists as soon
as they enter spirvit-life. Aud in the
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higher spheres of that life all embrace
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Notwithstanding the facts I have pre-
seuted, some of my readers may still
hold Jesus to have been a Spirituaiist,
and the religlon he taught identieal
with nineteenth century Spiritualism.
Suppose they arve right. What then?
That does not change the matter, "That
is no good reason we should adopt the
pame Christian.  For it Is not Chris-
tlanity as it was 1900 years ago, hut
Christianity as It is to-day, which we
have to deal with, We have to use
words with their present meaning, not
with their ancient. The word “villain”
otice meant “villagery” the word ‘“giel”
once meant “child of either sex,” but
we have no right now to use them in
their ancient sense. It is so with all
words, The same 18 true of organiza-
tions and of institndons. If a young
man just coming 21 wishes to decide
with what political party he will tden-
tify himself, he doesn’t ask what the
Republican party steod for when it was
born, nor what the word Democrat
mweant as used and understood by Jef-
ferson, but he desires to know what
those parties are and what they rep-
resent to-day; and that will determine
which name he will adopt aud whieh
party join. So when we as Spiritual-
ists ask, “Shall we unite into a body
and join and become a branch of the
great Christian  organization”’ we
ought first to find out, not what Chris-
tianity was in its inception, but what
does it stand for to-day.

Does it stand for Spiritualism ana is
there A natuwral unjon between them?
If not, it will be like mixing oil and
water to force a union.

Spiritualism is practically and as a
matter of fael a new religion, because
it embodics a truth new to this age, and
in it present form new to the world.
1t is the beginning of the coming re-
ligion. Judaism and the worship of
Yahoveh' (Jeliovah) followed 1the re-
ligion of the Canaanites and the wor-
ship of Baal, and was a step in ad-
vance., Christianity followed Judaisi
and was another step in advance, Spir-
itualisin follows Christianity, and is an-
otlier upward step.

To try to force it into the Christian
Churceh is lke attempting to crowd a
new-born chicken into one of the old
shellx. The germs of Spiritualism were
in primitive Christianity. But what
has Christianity done in all the ages to

, <t
HYPNOTISM;

1ts Facts, Theories and Relateqd
Phenomena, with Explana- |
tory Anecdotes, Descrip-
tions and Reminis-
cences. ;

BYCARL SEXTUS, THE BooK 18
largely a record of the fucts and demonstrations. .
wlich the author bas scen, heard of or precented in -
bis own experiments. The hirtory of the varlouy
phases of the sclence {8 succlnctly presented, and the
various theorles clearly stated. Many of tho experis -
ments deecribed occurred fn Chicago. The plctorial:
Nuatrations add much to the Interest and value of thy
book, which wiil he found very futeresting to the gens !
eral reader, as well as Lelpful and fustructive to the. -
student. The work 1s_a handsome volume of 800
pages, bound fu cloth. Frice, $2.00. Fur sgle at
the officc of TE PROGRECBIVE THINY ER,

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANGES.

A New Edition, Profusely INustrated,

“T choore that a story should be founded on probe
ability, and not alwaysresemble a dream. [ doslre to
ind nothlug fn it trivial or extravagant; and 1 desire - -
above all, that under the sppearances of fable, therg
may appear some latent trutly, obvious to the dlscern. !
fug eve, though ‘5 escape the obeervation of the - .
Yulgar."—VOLTAIRE. .

o LoXTRNTE: “The White Bull." 4 Satfrieal Romanées |
| "ZadIg, or Fate,” an Orfental History; *The Raga nm{t .
. the Atheist;” “The Princers of Babylor;™ *The Man- - -
) t_)f Forty Crowns:" “The Huron, or Puptl of Natre;™.
! ‘.\l‘lcroryeggw." a Satire on Mankind; *The World as. . §
At Goes:” “The Biack and the White;® “Memnon, thy -

quicken those germs Into life? It bas
Phllosopher:” “Andre Des Touches at 8fam;” “Babe -
abecy™ “The Study of Nature:” *“A Conversation -

been “setting” on them for nineteen

hundred years and has hatched not one. . With'a Chinese:” *Plato's Dream:" “A - Ploasgre in.
Those eggs were spoiled long ago. How ( H{'c‘"gggo:l‘: nﬁl%\ﬁﬁ{ﬁ i -T%\r‘l v,‘§""f,?t"§§a rl{:ﬂl}zgﬂn;:
foolish to imagine our present Spiritual- | “The Good Brabimtn+ “The Tap ¢ n8do; " -
{sn caine,from that old fowl or the | °‘8‘§,‘o’;‘:,’,‘,’,’,,’,‘;'“h’?“?’l;§’-" i:c Two L:’:‘nm'::l’t :; i
eggs she laid! {Nustrations, ‘imbﬂ\’-euumgwbw R pyutiand 83

Modern Spiritualism had a different | 1cents o, #1.80: mmgc‘.
parentage. and I8 not more_than half-
cousin to them. Christianity was born
in Palestine; Modern Spiritualism in
New York nearly two thousaud. years
afterward.

Wesley was a medium, possibly in

some respects as good as Jesus, and if
I am not mistaken, he, as well as his
family, acknowledged the phenomena,
which occurred for years in his home,
were produced by spirits, but inasmuch
as Methodism to-day repudiates Spirit-
ualism, we should belittle our manhood
by pretending we are primitive Metho-
dists, or Methodlsts of any kind. It is
just as debasing to our self-respect to
try to erowd ourselves into the Chris-
tian fold, .where we are spurned, dis-
owned, feared and hated.
It i unjust to Spiritualism and shows
a failure to appreciate its {nherent pow-
er to want to tie it to the great ship-of
Christianity, to be towed by it, in its
wake, and without its consent, over the
rough sea of life,

It reminds me of a boy catching hold
of the hind end of A market wagon to
get @ ride. Spiritualism is not & dory
attached to any vessel. It is a ship it-
gelf; fullrigged, with chart, compass
and crew, We only need to guide it
aright, to allow no “frauds” among the
crew, to keep it clear of rocks and other
ships, such as Theosophy, Christianity,
Astrology, and -the many small eraft

“Voltaire's eatire wos keen and fine-polated el B

mplcr. —Magazine of Am, History, [N
'A dolightful reproductlon, unique and refreshing” -4

~DBoston Commonwentey .
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" CHURCH AND STATE:
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appeared, Price 10 cents, !

PERFECT OTHERHOUD;

Or Mabel Raymond’s Resolve.

Y LOIS WAISBROOKER, THIS IS
& novel written with a purpose, and that
purpose Janot merely to ensble kn unthinking, idle
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BIGOTRY RUN MAD.
" What a lovely world this would be if

the preachers could run it aceording to

—theip will,” All the week would be em-
- ployed to get ready for Sunday, and ev-

erybody would go to church to hear
- wiat the clergy have to tell about Gaud

_and his purposes in regard to man.
- They assume to know all the secret
. .purposes of that divine personage.
=, I'hey have a book, which they call the

Word of God, written and compiled by

* © the’ priesthood, which they thrust in

- people’s faces, and ijusist that all ha-
manity shall be governed by its teach-
ings. Worse than all, could they have
their way, they would close all other
-hooks and sources of knowledge so the

. people could not read, with the hope of
getting thean within their magie circle,

= 10 the end that they shall only think as
the priest commands,

" The Chicago Chronicle, of the 27th
ult,, under the head of “Closing the

Publie Library Sundays,” volces pub-
lic sentiment on this subject betier than
any words of ours. We quote:

s Sabbatarianism is run mad when it
proposes in a city like Chicago that the
‘public library, sustained at general
cost, shall surrender its greatest useful-
‘ness by closing on Sundays.

The proposer of a resolution that it is
the sense of a body of winisters that
the eirculating departwent of the city

brary be kept closed on the Sabbath
day, said: “1 have been observing of
late with great apprebension the tii-
umph of the secular over the religious

Sabbath, and something should be done
that will put an end to this deplorable
condition of things.”

_And in the view of the minister the
“something” that was vo be done took
cconerete form. It was not an aitack
upon. the open theater on Sunday, nor
ihe use of the parks on that day; it was
not an order that the flowers ghould noi
‘grow, nor the sun shine, nor fish swim,
‘nor- water sparkle; it was not a divee-
.tlon to close saloows, to cease the play-
ing of music; it was an order that the
Teading-room should be closed on that
day.

; \{tht in the name of common sense
I8 . lioped to be accomplished by abpy
such proceeding as this? Men will not
g0 ta church by reason of it if they do
‘not feel inclined to do so. How will
-they employ their time? What Is a pub-
e library for? The Field Columbian

5 musenin s open on Sunday and so s

(e Art museum. Shall we close them,
all to accommodate a body of preachers
~who ‘fancy they might have greater
number of auditors for their sermons
on this, that and t'other, anything but
‘Christian doctrine?
vo.one seeks at all to interfere with
he use of Sunday by clergymen and
admittedly religious persons.  Nobody
‘fhinks of forbidding the opening of
houses of worship. Therg is no inter-
‘ference whatever with the due and or-
derly use of Sunday for religious pur-
‘poses. Why, then, should people who
enjoy perfett liberty to use the day ac-
cording to the dictates of their con-

.selence seek to forbid other persons

“from pursuing their own wishes as to
‘that day in just and corderly manner?

~ If the directors of the public library
“srere (o respond to this impudent de-
‘mand of a very small section of the

5 ‘munieipality the mayor ought instantly

remove them and il their places with
men liberal and broad-minded cnough
o.let the public library be used for its
‘utniost beneficence. We have the state-
ment of the president of the library
‘that its use upon Sundays is 40 per
¢ent greater than upon any other day,
-and the people who so use it are at the
“behest of a body of ministers to be de-
“prived of that pleasure. Not while there
L 18 a broad sense of personal liberty and
ublic decency in the comanuaity.

.ﬁ‘ A CONDITIONAL CONCESSION.

“The Christian world wish to hold
pirltualism responsible for the impo-
itions practiced on the gullible by
raudulent mediums.

Those frauds are not Spiritualists,
“They never were. They have only
“gtolen the livery of heaven to serve the

Devll in, after the manner of Pollok’s
“"hypocrite. Spiritualism should not be
'held responsible for the doings of those
| persons. Butif the church will hold it-
-gelf responsible for all the vileness and
“erime of its own members; If they will
“ gdmit that their system of religion has
filled the earth with blood, desolated
homes, spent its best years in inventing
instroments of torture and applying
them to its victims; if it will concede
thnt the defaulting bank presidents, di-

ally leaders in the churches, were gen-
“qine Christians; that all the preachers
~Who have gope astray were models of
hristian virtues; if they will own . up,
ke little men, that a large majority of
he inmutes in our penitentiaries were
:persons in full fellowship in some of
he - various churches of the country,

ship,” we will concede that the few
“Waudulent mediums are of our faith, -

. wakr ans pa; B

B et

; A WE?
The ‘“Literary Digest” firnishes the

- information that Rev. Dr. Barrows, sp°

prominent in engineering the Parlia-
ment of Religlons in Chicago, thinks
“ihe reasons that prevailed for the use
of the name of Protestantism, given by
German princes in 1529 against the pro-
ceedings of the Diet of Spires, have
passed away, and that the name is now
an unfortunate one, calling back old
animosities, and emphasizing the dif-
ferences separating Christians.”

Dr. Barrows published a few weeks
ago, in *“I'he Independent,” his views
on this subject, from which we make
very brief extracts, suficient to under-
stand his positlon. He inquires:

“Was there ever a time in the his-
tory of moderp Christendom when so
many things pointed unuistakably to-
ward reunion? In Amerjca and France,
in England and Germany, I have dis-
covered that Christian hearts on both
sides of the chasm are finding each
other out In love.”

Angd then we have this choice morsel
from the learned Doctor;

“Protestant bigotry is more offensive
than Catholie bigotry, and deplorable
indeed are the ignorant and violent crit-
icising of the whole Catbolie church
made in Germany, Great Britain, and
America, by persons who have never
read a single authoritative exposition
of Catholie doctrine.”

Is it necessary to read the “authorita-
tive expositions of Catholic doctrine” to
fearn of its damnable charvacter? The
record of its crimes against humanity
meet us everywhere, Scarcely a page
of authentic history since that sect
sloughed off from Paganism that is not
black with its infamy. By their fruits
they are known, It i not by the fine-
spull theories of sophists we form opin-
fons of creeds. Any faith that oppresses
humanity is abhorrent, and should be
suppressed. Their professed struggle
to extinguish purgatorial fires don't
count when they are building fires io
burn the body,

That there is a powerful element,
both among Protestants and Catholies
who are laboring to unite these diseord-
ant faiths, to battle unbelief, all know.
Formerly they joined hands in their
persecution; but the spirit of Luther
was aroused because of their excesses.
Those “excesses” have been forgotten,
and now aganin a unjon is talked of.
And why? Becanse they see the better
educated clergy, the thinking people,
and even whole ehurches sliding away
from thefr ancient moorings, and they
are anxious to do something to arrest
the decline,

Unite the entire Christian forces un-
der one geperal head, and a ceutury
would not go by until all the infernal
instrumentalities of the Middle Ages
would Le again called into service to
put down heresy and unbelief. Such a
man as ir. Barrows, with a keen in-
sight into the trend of educated thought,
and faithful to his creed, would gladly
join hands with the most tyrannical re-
ligion the world ever knew to impede
the mareh of the mind.

There is better reason for reviving
what Christlans are pleased to term the
Pagan religions, as originally tuught,
when it tolerated the widest difference
of opinion, than there is for rehabili-
tating the chureh with its ancient pow-
er of lash, and rack, and dungeon, and
fagot.

THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS,

It was the inerrant Bible, the book In-
spired by Almighty God, and whose
voice provlaimed, *“Ihou shalt not suf-
fer g witeh to Hve” which is responsi-
ble for the following:

Many of us trace our ancesiry to dear
old New England, where this law of
God was In full force two hundred
years ago. We are ashamed of our pro-
genitors that they merged their human-
ity into a revolling c¢dict of a barbarian
leader, who had not the moral courage
to be sponsor for a law of his own, s0
he accredited it to an imaginary per-
son who he taught lived up in the
clouds. Churchmen tire of hearing
wlat their ancestors did; but here is an
occurrence of only a few days ago.
Frauvdulent medivms are despicable
creatures, but what terms shall we ap-
ply to this “bolipess band,” who beat
and kicked a belpless old woman, sui-
fering  with  mauscular rheumatisn,
which these religions funatics claimed
was an atiiction of the devil, who they
proposed to “knock out of her,” as was
done by the witcbes two centuries ago.
Read:

DRIVING OUT DEVILS.

Religious Fanaties Brutally Pound an
Aged Woman.

Lyme, Conn., Oct. 25.—This staid old
New England town is intensely excited
over the doings of a small body of its
residents known as the “holiness bapd”
or the “holy ghosters.” In pursuit of
their peculiar religlous ideals it is al-
leged these devotees have inflicted se-
vere bodily {njury upon an old woman
living in the town, as a result of which
half a dozen prominent citizens of
Lyme have Dbeen cited to appear in
court and answer to a charge of as-
sault.

Mrs. Albina Mather, an indigent wid-
ow and a town charge, has been so af-
flicted with muscular rheumatism that
she is unable to walk or to move her
hands and Ymbs, scems to be a partie-
ular subject upon which the loliness
enthusiasts seek to practice their faith
cure,

Mrs. Mather, when questioned as to
what had happened at the “ireat-
ments,” told this story substantially:
Those present gathered about her chair
and two took lold of the back of her
cbair. At a given signal one leaped
forward and fell prostrate upon the
floor in front of her. The persons at
the back of the chair, who had been
rocking it back and forth, then sudden-
Iy tipped it over forward and the old
lady fell across the body of the man on
the floor.

Her forehead struck the floor and she
screamed in agony. Belpg unable to
move her hands and feet she conld not
arise. Then all the party formed a
circle about ber, joining hands, and be-
gan marching around her. At intervais
a man or woman wormld break from the
circle and kick the prostrate woman or
throw his or her body heavily upon her.

They sald they were trying to “knock
the devil out of her.” This sirange
“healing” performance was kept up
from 11 o'clock Monday night until 4
o'clock Tuesday moming, when at last
the company disbanded.

All this ime the afllicted and helpless
woman had lain upon the floor and been
subjected to the “knobking .the devil
out” process.

MORE TO THR POINT.

“Daddy,” asked Iitle hralm,
“whar did de fast tukkey cum fum?'

“Nebber yo' min’ axin' irrellgions
questions,” sald the old man. “An’
+'en Pnhson Thompson cum fer dinner
Sunday, doan’ yo' bad ter ax whar dat
tukkey cum fum, eider.”—Exchange,

HRISTIAN GRACES, '-
Russla
arbltrary power of its soverelgn, 1s 8-
first-class - Christian power, and much
of its energy 1s employed in extending
that faith. Some wonderful heresies
have bLeen developed in that country,
all claiming to derive thelr authority
from the Bible. One of these, aliled to
the Raskolniks, suid to embrace 12,000,
000 of devout worshipers, believe that
leaven can only be attained by suffoca-
tion. When 8 member of the sect s¢ems
approaching his end he ig smothered, to
save his soul from endless perdition.

In the “Anomalies and Curiosities of
Medicine,” late from the press, p. 767,
an account is given of the Skoptzies,
another species of religious fanaticism
in Bussia, wherein castration plays an
lmportant part, They base their action
on the alleged words of Jesus, Matt.
xix:12, These persons, calling them-
selves “White Doves,” are said to live
pure lives, abstain from the use of in-
toxlecants, and are very abstemious in

all their hablts, save they are adepts at’

lylng, Thelr example is respectfully
commended to the clergy of all denomi-
natlons in America, though priests need
1o new lessons in the arts- of misrepre-
sentation and deception, .

Then come the Flagelants, who know
what they deserve. Long processions
of these persons arve formed, with only
a bandage around their middle, each
armed with a whip of many thougs,
and each scourges the one in front of
him over the bare back and shoulders
while they mareh, as & merited punish-
ment for past transgressions, alternate-
ly singing and praying to Jesus for
merey. oo

All these customs are traced to older
systems of religion, several centuries at
least older than the beginning of our
era. There are many other sects equal-
ly obnoxions in Russia, clalming to
draw their authority from Jesus,
Among these are they who quote Mark
iv:43 for authority:

“If thy hangd offend thee, cut it off; it
is better for thee to enter into life
maimed, than baving two hands to go
into hell, into the fire that never shall
be quenched.”

Luke xx1ii:29 is a text quoted for the
cuidanee of women, who form secieties
and emulate their brothers {n mutila-
tion,

These good Christians who labor to
fmprove on nature, and who administer
chastenings on each other, have their
parallel among us. They would banish
mirth and joy from the world, shroud
the heavens in mourning, convert every
moment of life into misery and woe,
hoping thereby to please God, and gain
rest in heaven.

ANOTHER PRIBSTLY USURI'A-
TION.

Within the last few weeks we have
noticed several court proceedingy
opened by prayer. ‘This scems the next
order in the programme. A court chap-
lain will next follow, and the poor sin-
ners the priests want to save from
eternal destruction must foot the hill
Tegislatures and Congress opened by
prayer; political caucuses and conven-
tions opened Ly prayer; banks and com-
mercial houses opened by prayer; and
great armies staying their bloody hands
while the chaplains of the opposing
forcees exhaust their eloquence in try-
ing to enlist the sympathy and service
of the tutelary Deity to fight ig their
behalf! It Is presmned that he who is
the wost brilliant in language, and uses
the most honeyed words will be the
most successtul with the heavenly pow-
ers. Great God, are these usurpations
of religious drones to go on, adding
usurpation to usurpation, until they are
arrested by the bloody hand?

THE CURFEW BELL.

Our neighbors of Evanston, by n vote
of 13 to 1 in the city couneil, adopied a
curfew ordinance a few evenings ago,
to take immediate effect. We verily be-
tieve no law or ordinance can have a
more beneficial effect on coming gencr-
ations than this, Kvil habits are formed
in youtb, and in the night time. The
boy or girl allowed the freedom of the
town at night, generally with deprived
associates, cannot do less than become
vicious.

The curfew bell was introduced {u
England by Willinin the Conquerer, os
a safeguard against fire. When the hell
rang at night all fires were to be extin-
guished, and the people were to retire
for repose. Those wandering abroad
after that hour were arrested and fined.
The habit of ringing the curfew sl
continues in some pkices in Bngland, ut
nine o'clock at night, at which time
children under sixteen years of age dis-
appear from tle streets, unless accom-
panied by parents or guardians.

A SUCCESSIFUL REVIVALIST.

Rev, R, Harris, of Delaware, 0., was
a very successful revivalist. IIis great
ambition was to sive souls from hell,
and he worked energetically in that di-
rection. One hundred and eighty-five
persons In his own town, through his
instrumentality, were rescued from the
yawning gulf, and were placed on the
rock Jesus Christ. But goats abound
everywhere. Rev. Harris was charged
with a §2,000 forgery, Worse than all,
the guilt was positive, and the soul re-
claimer committed suicide rather than
serve a term in the penitentiary.  How
very sad is this loss to the Christinn
world! Had he survived he would
doubtless have been a leading worker
with Brother Covert in fighting Spirit-
ualism. The church needs all such la-
DLorers in this hour of their great trial.
We weep for them,

HERE TO STAY.

That branch of Oatholic mouks,
known as Capuchins, who derive their
name from the peculiar form of the
cowl or hood they wear, have pur-
chased 44 acres of land near the Cath-
olic Umiversity in Washington. They
propose to build a college there to affil-
iate with the University, for the train-
ing of priests of their order.

It 1s very apparent Catholicism has
come to this country to remain. The
most disheartening feature I8, the wav-
ering all along the line of Protestmnt-
fsm, with Barrows, Briggs und Glad-
stone trying to reconcile the people to
church entrenchments on popular
rights.

REAWAKENING IN ROCKFORD.

Our Brother Eskelsen, of Clinton, Ia.,
who is mow sojourning for a time in
Rockford, IlL, seems to be reawakening
an interest in Spiritualisi in that puri-
tanical city. He speaks on’ Sunday
evenings to constantly increasing rum-
bers. Thirty years ggo they had a very.
large society and a progressive lyceum,
Muny of theactive membershavepassed
away, whilst 2 very few have ‘“em-
braced religion,” and connected them-
gelves with the church.. A gbodly num-
ber still remain who have been true to.

thelr faith, enough, if properly organ-.

ized, to form a large and useful so-
ciety. Success to Brother Eskelsen in
attempting to reorganize‘ them,

With its barbarisin, and the |

[ (S |

Let Spiritualists Accept the
Gaugle of Battle.

Never beforelin the history of Spirit-
malism has thete beer’ a crisis ke the
Jesent, when J}Je‘\'e;f)' life and exist-
ence of our cause wag beset and thyeat-
ened by a maddened pnemy, as at the
present time, The gathering of the co-
horts of the old orthodox creeds, who,
while fighting each other on other va-
rious points, combine as one to fight
and, if possible, demolish Spiritualism.

They are determined, and ave virtu-
ally bound by & solemn compact, to
throttle Spiritualism<to exterminate it
root and branch that 5o the world may
be delivered entirely into the power of
the chwehly overseers and teachers.

WHY IS I'?
The answer truthfully given is that
 Spiritualismy contravenes all the points
that constitute the orthodoxy of ortho-
doxy. Spirltualism through the benign
influence of its revelations given by the
spirit world, is breaking the slavish
bonds that have so long cramped and
dyarfed the minds of men bereft by
priestly influence of the glory and vital-
ity of true manhood, as developed by

perfect freedom of _t_llgught.

THE ‘CHURCHES DREAD
freedom of thought—for they instinet-
ively recognize ihat:{rue unshackled
freedom of thought' and investigation
sounds the death-knell to the chureh’s
assumptions, teachings and authority.
And Spiritvalism stands unmistakably
and in all fullness of truth, for the
largest frecdom—for perfect freedom,
in fact, for the exercise of all man's
powers of mind in investigation, in
criticism, in searching inquiry into all
and whatsoever fields no matter how
old or how sacred to any person or
class.

AS A LIBERATOR

Modern Spiritnalism came to the world.
It came bringing a holy and heavenly
light, that has Dleen a Dblessing and
cause of rejoicing to millions of people.
It came bringing demmonstrated knowl-
edge of continued life beyond the sad-
dening darkness of the grave—sadness
that had brought the darkening clouds
of impenetruble gloom to numberless
mwillions in the past, and there was
naught in the churches to dispel the
gloom save a “faith” that lacked the
vital evidences of its truth, that were
declared, by one whom the churches
elaim as thelr founder and savior, to be
for all time the test and proof of their
divine mission and faithfulness. The
fact that the “#lgns”*swhich the Master
declared should and would “follow
them that believe,” hivve ceasced in the
church, and the’chureh has even turned
to persecuting them whom these signs
do follow in ahy degree, this fuct, we
say, proves that the church of to-day is
false to its claims, false to the ome it
claims as its founder, and

FALSE TO H{MANITY,

which looks to it for Hght and help and
leading in the way of truth, and is led
by it in the ways of persecution and
hatred of most precious truth revealed
Ly God’s messcngers, - the ministering
angels of light and truth. Hence it is
that, seeing the people breaking.away
from their intipence and power, dark
and persecuting, minds are now joining
llands and forces to combat and beat
down this great hope of the world,
Spiritualism,

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO?

To meet the onslaught of this foe, to
turn back the tide of hate and persecu-
tion, to make this our occuslon and op-
portunity to ganin a great and lasting
vietory—to turn the curses and male-
dictlons of this unscrupulons foe into
a mighty blessing to the world, this is
now the opportunity and the duty of
those to whom the gracious light of
spirit visitation has come. Spiritual-
ists, we can turn this attempt of our
benighted enemies into & larger fullness
of light and blessing than the world
has yet received.

BY PROPER EFFORT

and the exercise of wise discretion,
thig vicious attack on Spiritualism may
be made the means of spreading the
Hght of our holy truth far beyond all
former bounds, To do this there is no
better, casier, less expensive, or more
effectual way than to extend the efrcu-
lation of

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER,

This paper stands in the van as a
bold, unflinching advocate and defender
of the cause of Spiritualism, its work-
ers, its medinms: Disdalning and con-
demning rraud wherever found, it will
feallessly uphold and defend the rights
of Spiritualists and the exponents and
demonstrators of its phenomena and
philosophy.

We do not claim too much when we
say that the addition of one hundred
thiousand names to the subscription list
of 'The Progressive Thinker would vir-
tually and actually add

A HUNDRED THOUSAND SPIRIT-
UALISTS. .

to our ranks within one year. It would
reach and be read by thousands upon
thousands who never go to hear a Spir-
itualist lecturer or medium. It would
incite curiosity, lead to investigation,
and bring multitudes to knpw and ac-
cept our great truth. This divine ¢b-
ject is worth working for with in{en-
sty of effort, and every Spiritualist
should feel the weight of his personal
interest in the suceess of this means to
Denefit the cause of Spiritualism. .
SPIRITUALISTS, DO YOUR DUTY
in a manner befitting the cause you
know to be grounded apon truth—dem-
opstrated truth—apd the result will
bring—not shame, nor sorrow, nor
gloom to human lhearts bowed down
with grief over loved ones departed into
the great Unseen; but joy and gladness
over the great light of life lmmortal,
and the expericnced fact that spirits
may and do return and commune with
those yet in morta} form.

Do your duty a8 Spiritualists, and the
cause you love—this cause in which is
bound up the hope of humanity—will
spread its benigw light and influence
imto the darkestl.corners .of the land,
carrying its blessed kmowledge of life
and immortality,s and so shall the
curses of our enemies be turbed into
blessings.

THE HULL-COVERT DEBATE.
Tt will be furnishéd to each sub-
gertber complete. © - ’
MOTHER NATURE, M. D, |
Charles Dawbarn's: splendid atticles
on Mother Nature, M. D.will be re-
sumed next week. : .

“The TInfidelity ‘of Bcelesiasticism.
A -Menace to American’ Civilization,”
By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, - lecturer
upon physical, physiojogical ‘and psy-
chic sclence. Demonstrator of the mo-
.lecular or spiritual hypothesis- of na-

ture, Bcholarly, masterly, trenchant.

-

The Anti-Spiritualist Associ=
ation,

One of the firat things that struck my
eye upon the arrival of The Progressive
Thinker was the report of Becker's In-
terview, copled from the Chicago
Chroniele. I must say I never saw so
short an article with so, many palpable
untrutls in it. cé

That they receive lettbrs from Maine
to California, no one has the least
Qoubt. That every preacher in the
land—about 110,000—yith the exception
perhaps of Afifty or one hundred who
Dbossess brains enough to think with,
and independence and honor enough to
use them, would like to see Splritualism
put down, no one is rash enough to
deny. ™That they will resort to every
known plan to do it—and some equal to
the “holy inqulsition”—no one who has
come in contact with them as an oppo-
nent can question for one moment,

But the 1,000,000 will be like the sign-
ers of the petition to close the World’s
¥air on Sunday. More than there are
ir} the state the petltion comes from,
There were some 50,000 more names
went in from the state of Michigan
than the entire population of the state.

_Snch methods make it exceedingly
difficult to meet the opposition In war-
fare unless we are prepaved, like them,
to throw away all principle when we
enter the fleld of combat, The most de-
praved and brutal figliter ever seen has
scruples against striking a man when
he s down. But a “Christian” antago-
nist throws all respousibility on Jesus
and leaves honor, decency and morality
outside. Whe end, he claims, justifies
the means,

Is this conflict to be conducted on
those lines? Most assuredly.

“We will have every medium listed
within six months. We will be able to
tell whether they have a shady past,
whether they have been exposed;
whether, in fact, their antecedents are
good.”

That is the first job. Well, it will be

In a public meeting ‘Y offered the man
who “had it, but it was loaned out of
town,” $50 for a copy of g Bpiritualist
Bible,bound in any form or not at all
Bf long as all the pages were there. I
think the person he loaned it to got
hungry and ate it, At least I never
heard from it.

How the mediums do “fear” Covert
and Hagaman! They are so afrald that
all of them are making ready for their
winter's work; socleties are so afraid
that they are making engagements!
people are so afraid they are making
arrangements for their winter cireles,
and take it altogether, they are so0
scared that the prospects for active
work are quite good this winter,

Becker feels that they are “prepared
to wipe Spiritualism oft the face of the
earth.” He i not the first one who has
had such a feeling. He will not be the
last. In fact, if I live on this earth un-
til Spiritualism is wiped off from it, I
shall live forever in this form, ¥ don't
want to. It {8 impossible to wipe a
truth out of existence.

The fact of the matter is that the
Spiritualists will be spurred onward.
I verly believe that the Anti-Spiritual-
ist Association will be an ultimate ben-
efit to Spiritualism and a detriment to
orthodoxy.

Btart a question on the subject of re-
ligion and it does not vent itself on any
one system, It reaches out to all. It
causes investigation. The church ad-
mits that it loges every time it enters a
discusslon and “discussions are unprof-
flable” has become a Dby-word with
them,

I will do my share with “Big Bible
Btories” and & couple of -other books
that are shaping themselves for the
printer. “Big Bible Stories” will be
ready for delivery this meonth, and it
will be one of the best weapons to use
against the stronghold of the enemy
that can be found.

In the meantime, Spiritualists, bestir
vourselves, Don't dle of dry rot. Stir
yourselves until the blood again ecireu-
lates in your veins and let the people
know you are alive. Your first attacks
will come in new laws presented to
your state legislatures. Look out for
them. Open your hearts, pocket-books

and eyes; see what is going on around

A Potent

Argument

A potent argument in

favor of having Moses

Hull for a General Missionary Agent for Spiritualism
1§ presented on our first pags, in the case of Mrs,
Hattie Tiffany, an excellent medium, who is ordered
to Ieave town by a minister of the gospel who is
working with the Anti-Spiritualist Association,

no small one. “Every medium” means
that your home and mine is to be en-
tered. Our private lives investigated
by these self-appointed saviors of man-
kind. And if some spot has settled on
us in the past, then won't we catch it}
lWlmt a position for a set of men who
sing—

“While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return.”

How doeg that apply to their own
case. Some of the most active workers
in the Interests of humanity have been
those “with a sbady past.” No greater
work was ever done Ly any man than
was done by John B. Gough in the field
of temperance. Yet his past was ex-
ceedingly “shady” and the “shadow”
did not lft entirely while he was doing
bis work for temperance as 1 am ac-
quainted with people who witnessed
him drink while engaged in that work.

How about the evangelists who are
unblushingly announced as 1ihe re-
formed gamblers, rum scllers, states
prison birds and even prostitutes?
Shall we apply the Becker code of mor-
als to them? 1f so, how about Haga-
man? Wasg he pot one with an exceed-
ingly “shady" past if we believe the
stories told about him by the Antl-
Spiritualist leaders themselves? How
about Covert, “the medium slayer?’ Is,
or i not his record “shady?” Ask
Rembrant C. Rowe, 311 Sandusky
street, Pindlay, Ohio, who, as editor of
the Sunday Herald, exposed some of
the “Rev." gentleman’s work., Get the
records of the grand jury and Judge
Jobnson’s opinion of the matter.

“In the past they have laughed at us
when we wanted to debate with their
leading orators, but now they send out
Moses Mull, thefr bhrainjest and best
man, to meet the advancing army.”
Falschood number two, I never heard
of a challenge for discussion being de-
clined by one of our Spiritualist lec-
turers, and I have had an active expe-
rience in Spirftualism for seveanteen
years, IBut I have known of many
minlsters being shut up by our medi-
ums and speakers.

There are many bluffs. During my
engagement in Aberdeen, 8. D., one of
the Spiritualists came to me and said:
“What Is the matter with you that you
will not meet Houston in dlscussion on
the subject of Spiritualism vs. Chris-
tianity ' It was reported around town
that I had declined to meet him {n pub-
lic discussion. The Spirltualists were
quite worked up about it. No proposl-
tion had been made to me, but If wade,
it would have been accepted in two sec-
onds. I immediately sent word to the
“Rev.” gentleman that I could be found
at my father's home, and he would only
bave to make ope challenge. It never
came. It was just as well as he was
dismissed from bis church “for cause”
within a few weeks and, up to the last
information I had on the subject, he
had not paid the printer for publishing
his book against Spiritualism.

Moses Hull has had an open challenge
to meet any minister, Talmage pre
ferred, for years.

‘“We have aiready secured thirty or
forty old mediums who hold certificates
of membership from all of the state as-
sociations as well as from the Nationzl
Association.”” Not trpe again. The
National Association has no authority
to issue a certificate of membership,
and above all, the constitution provides
there shall be no individual member-
ships. The membership consists of
“Spiritualist gocietles” not individuals,
If the officers of the N. 8. A. have given
certificates of membership to anyone,
they have violated their instructions in
every detall and it will take personal
evidenice to make me believe they have
been thus derelict in their trust.

He says Illinols has not got a state as-
sociation, To my personal knowledge
a state assoclation was organized there
nnd Brother Jenifer was its president
for a-number of years. It Is still in’
the field and doing its work. It does
not bluster quite 80 much as the Antls
do, but it “gets there just the same.”
~sAndresy Jackson Davis  wrote the
original Spiritualist Bible.” - Thanks! I
never knew béfore that ‘the Splritual-
ists bad a Bible. I have heard of #, but
the fellow who haod one was always on
the other glde of the divide. ile in

Stanbury, Mo. I pearly corralled one,
but it got away just before T got there.

you! Stir yourselves! If we sleep, we
will wake to find the fingers of the ene-
my clutching our throats and we will
be strangled ere we can help ourselves.
Wuake up! Push the papers! Make
things hum at home and abroad.

W. H. BACH.

MOSES HULL.

Shall he be Sent Forth as a
General Missionary to De-
fend our Cause?

We call the attention of our readers
to the letter on our first page last week,
from that eminent Spiritualist and phi-
lanthropist of Waghington, D. C., Theo-
dore I, Mayer. He is the second one
who has offered to give One Hundred
Dollars toward raising One Thousand
to defray the expenses of Moses Hull
to act as General Missionary to awaken
Spirltualists all over the United States
to the dangers thut threaten them in
the combination of all the churches to
suppress mediumship and destroy Spir-
itualism. The article that appeared on
our secoud page, last week, correspon-
dence fromn Anderson, Ind., to the Chi-
cago Chronicle, illustrates in a marked
degree what the Church Octopus pro-
poses to do with mediums. Read it.
Now, Spiritualists, raise at once the
THOUSAND DOLLARS! Read nnd
re-read Mr. Mayer's ringing letter, See
what he propoeses to do, and then let
tge dollars roll from your pockets.
Sums rangiug from one dollar to one
hundred will be received at this office.
Let Sunday, November 21, be set aside
and then every meeting in the United
States in barmony with the movement
take up a collection for this special
purpoge. KEvery medium in the United
States should, too, on that day, or on
sowe other, If more convenient, hold a
circle and aid in ralsing the amount re-
quired. To falter pow Is criminal.
Every niedium should awakeu at once
and assist in this struggle.

AMOUNT THUS FAR RAISED.
Progressive Thinker ..........$100 00

Theo. F. Mayer............... 100 00
Mrs, . G, Waterman ........ 100
Mrs. E. Breslock....... ciessee 100
Jane Polson ....... vevesesness 100
R. Cuttler.. ...... 70
Fidelia M. Barrows..... .... 50
H. Augir...... .... 7

Mrs, E.B. Fralfek.oos voes oene 70
M. H. Ogden...... vssousese . 100
No Name.....v coveee ceees os 100
F. Schrawen...... v.evve oues %

JUDGE E. 8. HOLBROOK PASSES
TO SPIRIT-LIFE.

Edmund 8. Holbrook, an old citizen
of Chicago, died at his home, 4441
Champlain avenue, at 1 o’clock last
Sunday morning. Judge Holbrook was
born in Grafton, Mass., April 23, 1816.
His parents were of English an
and descendants of the earliest settlers
of New England. Edmund S. Holbrook
received the degree of A. B. from Ai-
herst College in 1839. He was promi-
pent in the anti-slavery movement, He
became professor of language, belles-
lettres, and vocal music in the college
at Essex county Virginia. The Judge
was prominent as a Spiritualist, often
writing and lecturing on Spiritualism,
and otficinting at funerals. .

“From Soul to Soul” By Emma Rood
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems
of thought inpoetic diction in this hand-
some volume, wherewith to sweeten
hours of leisure and enjoyment. Price
$1.00. For sale at this office.

. “The Molecular Hypothesis of Na-
ture”” By Prof. Wm. 3. Lockwood.
Prof. Lockwood {s recognized &s one of
the ablest lecturors on the spiritual ros-
trom.  In tlls little volume he presents
tn succinet form the sybstance of his
lectures on the Molecular Hypothesis
of Nature; and presents his views gs
demonstrating a sclentific basls of Bpir-
{tuslism.” The book is commended to
all who love to study and thlnk, For
sale at this office, Price 25 cents.

Do you know a good thing when you
see jt? Do you ever realize the fact
that to even heay of a good_thing oftex
Droves advautageous? Are you aware
of this grand truth that to even taste
a good thing hag its pleasure? If 80,

wo wish to refer you toa pre-eminently '

good thing—something invaluable! We
desire to introduce you to The Pro-
gressive Thinker for at least three
months, We have just entered on a
new cycle, and we desire you to be with
us. We want your guarters, and in re-
turn therefor we propose to glve you
The Progressive Thinker for three
months. You will find therein, reported
in full, the debate held at Anderson,
Ind, between Moses Hull, on the part
of Spiritualists, and Elder Covert, in
behalf of the various orthodox
churches; the former demonstrating
that Spiritualism is true, and the latter
attempiing to show that it Is false.
This debate bas been reported especial-
ly for The Progressive Thinker, at
great expense, in order to spread a new
lntellectual table for Spiritualists, It
you have the least eonception of a good
thing, you will subscribe for the paper
at once.

But that is not all you will get. We
will surprise you still further, by send-
ing you four lectures delivered in this
city by Mrs. Annle Besant, one of the
wost brilliant wminds of Bngland. Those
lectures were listened {o by crowded
houses in this city, and though the
Spirltualists will not by any means en-
dorse all that she says [n them, yet
they will find them full of suggestive
thought. They are submitted o our
readels as specimens of the views of
one of Fugland’'s leading minds (and
not to beget controversy), and in that
respect they will prove invaluable, and
will keep our readers posted in the cur-
rent thought of the day. The lectures
embrace the following subjects:

First Lecture: “Sorrow and Eyil
~—Their Cause and Cure.”

Second Lecture: “Clairvoyance
and Mental Healing.”

Third Lecture: “Proots of the
Existence of the Soul.”

Fourth Lecture: “Seem by the
Occult Eye.”

Those lectures alone are worth more
than a year's subscription, But the
above is not all that we promise you for
25 cents, Realizing the fact that your
intellectual stomachs may be capacious,
we offer you—no doubt to your great
surprise—still other attraciions, We
give you one of Col, Ingemrsoll’s master-
ly addresses on *“PTRUTH.” It s
chockful of grand, soul-elevating state-
ments, Five thousand pald 50 cents
cach to hear that lecture in Chicugo.
You can read it monthly for one year,
and enjoy it each time., But don’t be
startled, we offer you still more. We
offer you an address by Charles Daw-
barn, the California philosopher, who
gives “Thoughts Iusirating the Status
of Spiritualism, and the Dangers that
Beset the Honest Investigator It
should be read by every thinking mind
in the United States.

Don't become excited over the great
offer we are making to every subscrib-
er for three months, You will get still
more than the above. You will have an
opportunity of reading an able address
by Col. Dohoney, ot Texas, on “The
Philosoply and I’benowmcna of Spirit-
ualism as shown from the Bible and
History."”

What we have offered in connection
with every yearly or three months’ sub-
seription ught to bring us 100,000 sub-
scribers, 1lad you been in this city you
would have had to pay $2 to hear Mrs.
Besant's four lectures, and 50 cents for
hearing Col. Ingersoll, and yet you are
offered this (and much more) with wev-
ery three months' or ycarly subscrip-
tion to The Progressive Thinker. We
should have on these terms 1,000,000
new subseribers to The IProgressive
Thinker. Every Spiritualist  should
pow awaken, if ever, and roll in the
subseriptions; roll in the quarters; roll
in the dollars!

Facts Indisputable.

To the Editor:—As a few of the great
number of Spiritualists have voiced
their seutiments relative to the Antf
faction, I ask small space to add an-
other fact as testimony which can and
will be vouehed for hy myself and a
goodly number of prominent Spiritual-
ists of Toledo and vieinity.

During the winter of 1806 J. D, Haga-
man made this statement when asked
why he was engaged in such warfare,
claiming to expuse Spiritualism. He
said: “There is no money in giving pub-
lic spiritual seances. Not enough in it
for e, It is a very casy matter 1o get
into the good grices of "the orthodox
ministers by advertising that Spiritual-
ism 1s going to bhe exposed. Under the
auspices of 4 chureh §t is a very easy
task 1o sccure audience room and at-
tendance by having it announced from
the rostrum. The mipisters meet me
with a hearty welcome. Their whole
crowd turn out en masse {o hear me at
a fair price of admission.”

At the same time Mr. Hagaman is
working his adrott reheme, his daught-
er, who is a strong clairvoyant medium,
was giving sittings in Toledo and re-
ceiving pay for her services. Working
both ends of the line at the same pe-
riod of time. In his second advent now
e secks votoriety as a leader. He
knows that the orthodox fleld has soil
that can be ecasily worked: therefore,
he is sowiug the reeds of egotism and
avarice. Seliish results await his fut-
ure. Yours for the truth,

- J. N. YAKES.

“Religlon as Revealed by the Mate
rial and Spiritual Universe. By B. D,
Rabbitt, M. D., LL.D.” A compact
and comprehensive view of the sub-
ject; philosophic, historie, analytical
and critical; {acts and data needed by
every student and especially by every
Spirituallst. One of the very best
books on the subject. Price, reduced

to §1, cloth; paper, 50 cents. For sale -

at this office.

#Ancient India: lis Langoage and-
Religions.” By Prof. H. Oldenberg. "

The subject is of unusual Interest at
the present time, and it i3 here treated
in a way to Interest and lmstruct all
readers.

price 252,

“Social Upbullding, Inclading GO-op- .

erative Systems and the Happiness and
Ennoeblement of Humanity.” By E. D,

Babbitt, LL. D,, M.D. This comprises -
the last part of Human Culture and .
Cure. Paper cover, 18 cents. For salg

at this omq_e. -

25 GENTS
The Hull-Govert Debate,

For sale at this office. Paper,’
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B. A, My work at Queen Olty

Park interested the people despite the

act that my visit covered the opening

" one hundred dollars,

g Mrs,

o Wi M. Lockwdod ¢
.. Haslett Park, while at'i\g other camps

~than fifteen of them
©Mbis o will

s

-7 later.
“point, recurs to me now with double

week,. The rain fell in torrents, but fair
dlzed audiences greeted wme, and my
¥isit netted the N. 8. A. nearly or quite
twenty-five dollars fn money for the
. Babe will, and general fund. Dr. E. A.
Smith, Mis., J. 1. Thompson, Luclus
Colburn, Dr, 8. N. Gould did all in 111(111'

Harwich, Mass,, was my uext camp.
Here I was booked for one lecture only,
but I gave two brief addresses in addi-
tion, and feel that a new interest was
created in the N. B. A through my
~work, My  visit was made most an-

éoyuble through the kindness of Mr. M.

. Ayer and wife, and Rev, 8. L. Beal,
the genial president. The financial re-
turug were not large, but sufficlent to
cover all expenses. I have paved the
way for greater returns from the work
that can be donme there next year.

X pext visited Onset, where I ‘was
booked for four addresses. Despite the
inclement weather, large audiences
greeted me at every lecture. N. 8, A.

* day wus very stormy, yet over two hun-
dred people braved the elements to take
- part in the exercises of the day. I was
ably assisted by Dr. Geo. A. Fulley,
Francis B. Woodbury, Frank Walker,

WL T Peck, Ida P. A, Whitlock, Mrs,

Rachel Walcott and Dr. 1. A. Bland.
With their aid, I collected $285 in casb,
and received pledges to the amount of
over $200 to be paid within a few weeks

.. or months. One lady, Mrs, T. H. Bus-

sey, of Wardner, Idaho, gave a lot at
Queen City Park, valued at probably
The total amount
received and pledged at Onset for the
Babe will and general N. 8. A, fund is
-about five hundred dollars. Lvery dol-

" lar of this will be pald sooner or later.

This testifies to Onset’s loyalty to the
N, 8. A, and her devotion to the cause
rof-organization,
Lake Pleasant Camp was my last
point, Here 1 @id but little work.
Able addresses were made by Irancis
B, Woodbury, Hon A. H. Dailey, Murs.
J. . Storrs, Edgar W, Bmerson, Ms.
‘Hattie Mason, Prof. Wm. M, Lockwoad,
Tillie . U. Reynolds, Dr. Dean
Clavke, J. B, Hatch, Jr., and Mrs. May
S: Pepper. Under a stirring appeal for
funds, about forty dollars were col-
lected for the N, 8. A, Good work was
done for the eause of organization, and

. ‘the N. 8. A. materially strengthened by
the special exercises of this day.

©. No doubt returns in equal ratio will
* be made by those who represented the

N, S, A at other camps,  Secretary
. Woodbury filled 1y dates at Lockout
Moutdin, Tenn., and Niantie, Gt. Mrs.
. Richmond went to the Peoria, Ill camp,
-‘and in connection with Mrs. Loe 10

Prioxr, represented the N, S. A, most

ably at the Northwestern Camp. Irof.
k my place at

¥,

the state agents and miss;\naries of the
N. 8. A, did what they couldfor it, or
“the N. 8. A. went unrepresermted.

Y- 1 §8 evident to my mind that these

;. special days at the several eumps is a

“source of great strength to the Natlonal
“Yody. The work done at Onset is an {l-
ustration of this fact, and points clear-
“1y to-what can be done at all camps,

“Iprovided the claims of the N. 8. A. are

properly presented to the people. It is
impossible for the president or any one

“misslonary to visit all of the camps.

No one person can possibly reach more
in one scason,
require an  extraordinary
“amount of labor, such as the average
'spbnl;er ‘or medium is unwilling to put

sofortl If able missionaries and special

financial agents should be selected, the

camp work divided among them, and

- two sent out together, 1 feel that a net

sum of several {housand dollars could
i ;§J collected during the camp season.

“Taoo mueh stress cannot be laid upon
1is matter, and I earnestly recommend

. that the board of trustees be instrueted

- to. take action in this matter. No less
than eight persons should be speclally
commissioned for this very lmportant

o svork.

MISSIONARY WORK.

S of my own missionary labors I have

- glready spoken at length, My work has

“ ot been so extensive as in former

years, Dbecause of circumstances to
wlhich yomr attention will be called
What 1 said last year on this

‘emphasis. It is impossible for one mis-
slonary to do all the work required by

the rapidly growing body of Splritual-
"~ ists in this country.

1 feel that the
United States and Canada should be di-
vided into sections, and District Mis-
gionaries commissioned to visit all so-

cleties within said territory, and to or-

ganize new societles wherever practi-
cable. This is the policy of other de-
nowminations, and their great success is
ample proof of its utility. It might be
“well to have a national organizer in the
“Mield, as the special representative of

the N. 8. A., but his work should be

supervisory, and not in the nature of a

solieitor of funds, as 1y own has been
" during the past four years. I recom-

©*mend that the Trustees be instructed

to- divide the territory as above stated,

_and the president directed to nominate

Suitable missionaries to take charge of
the work.

LOCAL SOCIETIES.

J have nothing new to offer upon this
ﬂxpormm questlon, Some new socie-

e

i have been organized, while a few

at were {n existence last{ year have
gone down. The same causes obtain to-
day that militated against us last year.
" Phenomena of a questionable character
to the exclusion of the genuine, are
‘ealled for, and their constant presenta-
Hon weakens the cause everywhere.

Local prejudice, jealousy and inhar-

"mouy yet prevail in far too many in-
stances, and it behooves this honorable
body to take some action looking to the
-yemoval of these evils. One method by
“whieh it can be best compassed is the

" settlement of speakers for a term of

months or years. It is one of the most

= needed reforms in Spiritualism to-day.

ORDINATION.

This subject has been less trouble-
pome than in former years. Only a few
cases of the ordaining fever have ap-
- peared, and those upon whom the rite
was conferred have been worthy and

& well qualified for their work. The gen-

“eral uprising agalnst the criminal prac-
C-tlees of former years has had a most
bencficial effect. It is still a source of
--danger to Spiritualism, and will con-
~%inue to be so until it is suppressed for-
‘ever. I recommend that this Assocla-
tion shall enter its protest agaimst any
and all forms of ordination for any
priest or clergyman, and that steps be
at once taken to secure the passage of

laws forbidding any elergyman to trav-

el upon half rates on the mailroads, or
to perform a marriage service, or {0 ex-
ercise any special prerogative by virtue
of his ministerial office. This is the only
logical position that can be taken by
Spiritualists, and 1 feel that it ‘will be
the entering wedge that shall prove the

re the total separation of church and
ate, - : T -
= NATIONAL TEMPLE,

-~ Some recommendations were made

’ ?clent weapon by which we ean eo-

" sucerning this important matter at the

" power to make my stay a pleasant one. |

Jmen, Brothers « Mayer: .
HIN, offer¢d- to glve ten -thousand deol-
‘lars each to a temple fund, provided
eighty thousand dollars were ralsed for
the same purpose on or before January
1, 1808. This matter was attended to
by your trustees as per the vote of the
convention, by the appointment of a
temple commiitee, of which Bro. J. V.
Meclntyre, of Washington, D. C., was
chalrman, With the work of this com-
wittee I am not familiar, as I have been
out of the city almost constantly. since
January 29, of this year. I feel that a
National emple is absolutely neces-
sary, and I recommend that it be glven
careful consideration by this conveniion.
I wrote several philanthropic persons in
regard to the project, but secured no
pledges, owing to the hard times from
which our'mnatlon has been suffering
for more than five years. All expressed
sympathy with the work, and soine of
them intimated that they might be in-
duced to do something later,

SCHOOLS.

A little progress has been made in
this direction during the year. The
Spiritualist Training School for speak-
ers, medivms and writers has been in-
corporated under the laws of Ohio, and
is now in active operation. 4he school
at Belvidere, N. J., is also in session,
and Is doing good work. The N, 8. A.-
should give both of these institutions
its moral support, and assune the lead-
ership in all educational movements at
the eariiest possible moment. I recom-
mend that strong resolutions express-
ing our hearty and unqualified approval
of the schools now in existence, be
adopted by this convention.

LYCEUMS,

I can say nothing further than was
expressed in my  last annual report
upon this most vital question. Beveral
new lyceums have been organized, and
a more general interest is apparent ev-
erywhere in this subjeet. After three
years of agitation, our people are now
awakened to the necessity of bhaving
well equipped lyceums as adjuncts to
every Spiritualist soclety in Awmerica.
1 am pleased to report progress and feel
assured that much can be expected of
this branch of our work in the future.
There is yet far too little interest in our
lyceums manifested by the majority of
our Bpiritnalists. T'his convention can
quicken themn into pew life, if proper
measures be taken by it. I bhave ree-
ommended each year the appointment
of a National lyceum superintendent,
and can only repeat the samne at this
point. If some devoted worker could
be given this important post, we should
find one hundred or more lyceums in
this country next year, whereas we
now have about halt of that number, 1
recommend that this subject be referred
to a special committee to devise plans
for the unprovement of lyceum work
and that the same be considered at
length at this convention.

THE FRAUD QUESTION,

1 spoke fo you at length last year
upon the topie of medivms and medi-
umship. It is one of the gravest prob-
lems before us to-day. True mediums
are in greater danger at this hour than
they have ever been in the history of
our cause. The opponents of Spiritual-
{sin are now organizing to crush them,
while the frauds-and counterfeits in
our own ranks are seeking to destroy
them through the plying of thelr nefa-
rious trade. True mediumship. is the
chiel cornerstone of the great spiritual
temple, nnd it must be defended loyally
by every Spiritualist. In order to do
this, the line of demarkutign must be
drawn between genuine und spurious
phenomenu. A8 Spiritualists we cer-
tainly owe it to the world to place only
the genuine spiritual coin in circulation,
and we can make conditions whereby
only such can appear if we will.

The overcredulous ones in our ranks
need education, and radiceal treatment
for their disepse. Strangulated mental
hernia ensued soon after the breach
wus made in their cranjums .to admit
spiritual light, They ceased to think
then and there, and have swallowed
the wildest storfes of the marvelous
without even one grain of sult to season
the messes of pottage they choose to
call food. It is well {o refleet serlously
upon this question, that ne hasty ac-
tion may be taken in the maiter. It is
urged by some that it is not wise to un-

decelve the deluded ones, who are swal- |

lowing the husks of deception und
fraud under the impression that they
are partaking of whelesome food. 1f it
is right to do wrong, then this argu-
ment will hold good, otherwise not. I
believe some action can be taken by
this body of delegates that will prove
the salvation of this class of people.
A campaign of education can be beguu,
and brief tracts setting forth the dan-
gers of bogus mediwuship, and the
methods by which all such can be ob-
viated should be freely circulated. Our
lectitrers and mediums should have the
facts placed before them in their true
light, for when they are forewarned,
they are forearmed against every form
of evil

1 need not repeat the story of last
yvear in detall. I only wish to say that
the places referred 1o, where the pam-
phernalin of the materializing seaunce is
manufactured to order, that the vendor
of mediumship at so much per head is
“developing” candidates to prey upon
the unsuspecting and suffering awong
our fellow-men, that blue test books are
in coustant use anong the counter-
feit mediums and frauds, against all of
whicll 1 here and now enter my cm-
phatic and everlasting protest. I need
not particularize at this time, for the
story 1s too well known to you all o be
repeated by me, There is work to be
done to cleanse the Augean stables, and
the call is now for all true Spiritualists
to rally as one man to the work of re-
form. Letl us make fraud and criminal-
ity odious, so odjous that they will be
driven from our ranks forever, Qur
genuine mediums are in need of our
loyal support, our deepest sympathy
and our sincerest affection. The coun-
terfelters are the deadliest enemies
with which our mediums are forced to
contend. There ehould be some rule
established by which the line of de-
markation between the two classes can
be drawn. I urge this matter upon the
convention. 1 repeat we must do some-
thing for honest mediumship. Better
conditions for its development should
be established, and this honerable body
of delegates should suggest the meth-
ods by which that result can be ob-
tained. The nmames of the counterfeit-
ers, fakirs and frauds should be pub-
lished to the world., Of course the gues-
tion ag to whom shall decide between
the spurious and the genuine is a deli-
cate one. No man can clalm om-
niscience in this matter, nor has any
one the right to dictate to apothier what
he shall say or do. The N, 8. A. recog-
niges no pope, no dictator, no ecclesias-
tical synod as absolute authority. But
it does stand for right and truth, hence
should place people on their guard
when wrongs and ouirages have been
perpetrated in the sacred name of me-
dinmship, o O

I can but recommend the continusnce
of the black list, and urge that a copy
of the same De sent to'every Spiritualist
gsoclety in the United States and Can-
ada. I would even go o far as to rec-
ommend its publication in the Spiritual-
ist papers from time to time, ag well as

the issuance of potices in.the form of

B.'B. | 'every soclet

wsted 1o the )

y socioty tn the land. X also rec-
ommend that a eerles of photographs
of each of these crimingls be kept on
hand. at headquarters, and sent to all
seeking Information in regard to the
gullly = pretenders. The investigating
public is locking to thiz Association for
protection from the villuiny of the un-
scrupulous, counterfeit mediums who
are preying upon the soul agonies of
thelr fellow-men. Let us speak with
no uncerfain sound ypon this question.
It should be discussed at length and
resolutions that mean something
adopted and put into practice by this
honorable body. :

THE NATIONAL ANTI-SPIRITUAL-
ISTIC - ASSOCIATION.

At this point the new Antl-Spiritual-
istic Association naturally comes into
vlew. Brother Moses Hull attended the
recent National Convention at Ander-
son, Ind., where this association was
organized, and reported its proceedings
at length In the eolumns of the Spirit-
ualist press. Of course, every person
present to-day has read his report,
therefore 1 need not do more than to
call your attention to it officially in the
briefest manner possible.. This Anti-
Spiritualistic body has been organized
for the express purpose of crushing me-
diumship and through it Spiritualism it-

I our workers'is e E
nalironds while the finances'of ogr local
societies arve: depleted by the “elforced
payment of the enormous expenses of
travel. This waste is reprehensible, be-

‘cause It can De easily ventedied,'#f right

measures are adopted. ‘phere {s work
ecnough for every speaket and medium
now Dbefore the public, 4f he is but
given a chance to do ity The present
systein of changing speakers evepy Sun-
day, If not twice In one day, is tle
cause of the present weak elate of
many of our local socletles. Of'course
the employment of questionable! talent
is also 2 crying evil, but the latter will
disappear when the former condjtion is
remedied. ! . )

The remmedy consists in long engage-
ments for our workers everywhere. No
one call do his best work, or exert any
lasting influence wupon any soclety
through one address. He wmust know
the people e ministers unto, and can
only know them as they are by dwell-
ing among them, and mingling 1with
them every day. Spiritvalism loses
more than half of its influence through
the itinerant system. Our speakers can
have no voice in school matters under
the present condltion, hence jn far too
many instances, sectarian songs and
text books are in daily use against the
expressed provislons of the Constitution

e |

of the United States. It i3 the same

| Rhead!

Ahead!

No question hut The Progressive Thinker is ahead

of anything of ifs kind,

Franklin, Mass.

Will help circulate i,
GED. H. -HAYWOOD,

self, It had the avowed support of
2,000 clergymen, 2,600 secular and 200
religious newspapers to assist it at the
outset. It has a realous, bigoted and
upscrupulous class of clergymen and
Chiristians behind it Paradoxical as
it may appear, I belleve we as Spirit-
ualists have glven cause for the organi-
zation of this society. It Is an actual
product of our own wanton neglect to
do a needed reform work ourselves.
We have not discriminated between the
true and the false in mediumship. By

‘tucitly sapctioning everything that has

appeured under the name of medium-
ship, we opened wide the door to the
Spiritualistic household, and the fraud
and ithe pretender came in unrebuked.
Qur people, ever hungry for a word
from beyond the veil, grasped eagerly
at the seeming phenomena, and made
the pretenders welcome, They were
lonest, but in seeking spiritual sub-
stance, they found the shadow only and
have hugged the delusion closely to
their hearts for many years. They bid
high tor the counterfeit and have paid
for it in tears and suffering beyond the
power of words to tell.

Out of this condition, and because of
it has grown the Anti-Spiritualistic As-
soviation. The enemies of Spiritual-
ism, always ready and willing to"strike
a Dblow, have discovered some of the
works of the counterfeiters. It has
given them thelr longed-for opportu-
nity, They bave hastened to embrace
it, and the result is before us. Noting
our eriminal indifference to the exist-
ence of fraud and the ease with which
we have explained it away, they have
hit upon the plan of classing frauds,
fakirs, charlatans and medivms to-
gether, and under the specious plea of
pro bono publico, are seeking to destroy
all mediums without regard to their
moral, spiritual or intellectual stand-
ing. 'This is the result of our own folly
in clinging to the fetich of individual-
ism instead of rallying to the cause of
co-operative effort many years ago.

with all local reform work. We lose
our entire influence through the non-
settlement of our speakers and medi-
ums, [ recemmend that this convention
urge it upon our people to employ their
platform talent for long engagements,
and instruct the incoming board of
trustees to do all in its power to accom-
plish this desired result,

THE JUBILER.

Pursuant to the instructions of the
last convention, the officers of the N. 8.
A. set to work to see if o Jubilee cele-
bration of the anniversary of the ad-
vent of Modern Spiritualism was really
wanted by the Spiritualists of this na-
tion. The responses were such as to
warrani the appointment of a general
manager, outside of our board of trus-
tees, to take sole charge of this great
work. After due consideration, I npom-
inated Mr. I'rank Walker, of Hamburg,
N. Y, for this important post. e was
unanimously confirmed, and jostrue-
tiotis were given him to rajse alf neces-
sary funds for this gigantic undertak-
ing without drawing on the treasury of
the N. 8, A. At the clos¢ of our first
quarter, he reported pledges - 10 the
amount of several thousand dollars
from the citizens of Rochestor,; N, Y.,
where it was deemed begt to hpld the
celebration. As Rochester, is so,closely
counceted with the early histox'_sl of our
moveinent, no one will question’ the fit-
ness of the selection, nor ‘wonder that
it was the unanimous choice rof our
board. I cannot speak of ihe work of
the Jubllee in detafl. Mr. Walker has
been eminently successful in raising
funds for the great celebration, and
has established speclal departments un-
der the management of the wost com-
petent workers in our ranks, Represen-
tative Spiritualists from abroad will be
present and take part in the convention.
Other eminent scholars and statesmen
from foreign lands will send papers to
be read to the assembled thousands at
Rochester, I recommend that the Jubi-

From the Galifornia Philosopher

To the Editor:---Your

special edition of Octoher

23d is a jewel. The lectures by Annie Besant

and Col. Ingersoll, with

the other matter, should

make it a grand campaign weapon,
The debate of the veteran Moses Hull with
Elder Covert, of which you give us a first install-

ment in No. 4i4, just

received, will probably

shorten the campaign by exhibiting the absurd

weakness of the foe,

San Leandro, Cal

CHARLES DAWBARN,

our love of the marvelous has been
stimulated unt!! the +wonder-bumps
upost our heads can only be reduced by
a vigorous rubbiug with the oil of com-
mon sense. This remedy can be easily
manufactured through a more thor-
ough organization of our forces upon
legitimate business lines.

This Anti-Spiritualistic organization
raises an issue never before presented
in a Spiritualist convention. I am al-
most glad that it has sprung into exist-
ence, It will force us to do a work that
we have been too lazy or too cowardly
{0 do heretofore. 1t should unify our
ranks, and induce us to become more
harmonious in our associations togeth-
er. It should cause us to do a little le-
gitimate housecleaning on our own
hook, and thereby make it impossible
for our opponenis to attack us indis-
criminately. [ earnestly . recommend
this question be discussed at length by
this convention, and trust that the
united wisdom of the delegates present
will be such as to give us a sure and
speedy solution of this question. Our
opponents mean business. They bave
wealth and influence at their command.
If we continue to apologize for fraud
and crime, If we fall to defend honest
mediums, our cause is in danger, and
true mediumship imperilled. Let us
act promptly, but let us temper all our
actions with wisdom. X further recom-
mend the re-establishment of the home
circle, and urge that this convention
take steps to that end. 1 alse recom-
mend that we take a deeper interest in
our honest mediums, and trust that this
convention will, in its wisdom, devise
ways by which they can be placed
above want, and removed from the
temptation to defraud through a per-
manent income, :

. SPEAKERS AND MEDIUI}LS,

I make a special paragraph - upder
this heading, because of the importance
of maintaining a: high standard of ex-
cellencoegfor all of our platform work-
ers, The present itinerant system I8 In-
imical to the progress and social infiu-
ence of Spiritualisin,, The vital energy.

lee be thoroughly discussed by this con-
vention, and that each delegate be ap-
pointed a committee of one to work up
a local interest in it upon his return
home, It is a great enterprise, and
General Manager Walker is entitled to
the hearty support of Every Spiritual-
ist on the globe in his endeavors to
nrake it a grand sucecess. '

HALF RATES.

The last. convention directed the
board of trustees to take action against
the B. & O. railroad for refusing, clergy
rates to Mrs. Rachel Walcott, pastor of
the First Spiritualist Church of Balti-
more, Md. I went to the proper au-
thorities in regard to the matter and
found that we had a clear case against
the B. & O. railroad for unjust discrim-
ination agerinst Mrs. Walcdit,on the
ground of being a Spiritual I was
called away from Washington ‘soon af-
ter learning the above facts, and have
been unable to attend to the matter any
forther. I reconrmend thsdt the guestion
be again referred to the board of trus-
tees with directions to act fromptly in
regard to the same, Gt
’ SEYBERT WILL. .

The matter of the Seybeft will was
considered by the board according to
directions, but no action wastaken as it
involved the expemditure ‘of- a large
sum of money upon an uncertainty.
That the provisions of the will have
been violated there is no question, but
there is apparently no redress for the
Spiritualists, becanse of the lack of
funds with which to defend themselves.

THE BABE WILL.

Early in January of the present year,
Mgrs. ‘Mary A. Bahe, of Washington,
‘D. C., entered spirit-life. When her
will was reéad, it was found that she
had bequeathed five-sixths of her es-
tate .of -about §12,000 to the:N. S, A,

-This fact caused great rejoicing on the

part of Spiritualists - of the TUnited
States, who saw fin this noble act of
Mrs. Babe’s a precedent that would in-
duce others to follow her exnmple.
Early in April, distant relatives of Mrs.

Babp' brought suit {o get aside the will
ou the grounds of undue influence and
unspundness of mind, alleging as a rea-
son for thig elaim the fact of her being
2 Spiritualist. The trustee of her es-
tate, My, Theodore J. Mayer, secured a
stay of proceedings in {he trial of the
case uniil the trustees of the N. 8. A,
could be given an opportunity to act in

the matter.” It was found that it would’
take nearly or quite $1,500 to defend.

the will successfully, I sought the ad-
vice of the trustees of the N, 8. A., and
began to appeal to the Spiritualists of
the nation for contributions to a spe-
cial fund for the defense of the will,
Since April I have caused weekly ap-
peals to appear in the Spiritualist pa-
pers for contributions to this fund. Up
todate nearly or quite $500 have
been reported. It has been dishearten-
ing to note the lukewarmness of the
Spiritualists of this country in regard
to this matter. The setting aside of
this will of Mrs. Babe's establishes a
dangerous precedent for the Spiritual-
ists of this nation. It should be de-
fended even if we knew we should lose
the case, because of the principles In-
volved. Our rights as a people are in
jeopardy, and we can protect them by
defending this will vigorously. 1f
$700 can be ralsed by this convention
to-day, a gentleman stands ready to
give $300 which will make the total
amount §1,500, the sum actually needed
to defend the will. 'Merefore I recom-
mend immediate action upon,this mat-
ter by this convention,

THE VII'BRAN SPIRITUALISTS'
' TUNION.

- The Veteran Spiritualists’ Union has
accomplished a good work during the
past year. 1t hag purchased & home for
nged and indigent Spiritualists, medi-
ums, and speakers, at Waverly, Mass.
‘This purchase involved the expenditure
of a large sum of money, but it has
placed property to the value of at least
$15,000 in the hands of the Unijon. It
is under a beavy mortgage, and cannot
be used by our people until the indebt-
edness is paid. I recommend that all
plilanthropical work be encouraged by
this body, and that the right hand of
fellowship be extended to the Veteran
Spiritualists’ Union in the good work it
has undertaken at Waverly.

STATE AGENTS AND MISSION-
ARIES.

The work of the state agents and nis-
sionaries has been especially valuable
during the past year. Hspecial mention
should be made of the work of Col. C.
H. Stockell, Dr. 8. N, Aspinwall, Frank
Walker, W. H, Myers, J. B. Hatch, Ir,,
Charles W. Newman, Walter P, Will-
imans, H. W, Richardson, Roland E.
Webster, M. 1. Weleh, Dr, 0. G. 'W.
Adams, Mrs. I1da P. A, Whitlock, Mrs.
J. . Storrs, and of missionaries, Moses
Hull, Wm., M. Lockwood, Allen 1,
Brown, Mrs. Virginia Barrett, Mrs. Loe
. Prior, Mrs. E. k. Willlams, Mrs.
Tillie U. Reynolds, and otliers. These
two departments of the N. 8. A, work
ean be made a source of strength to the
National body, if properly organized.
I recommend that the incoming board
of trustees be instructed to confirm no
one as siate agent or missionary who is
not willing to do something for the N.
S. A, Many of our former appointees
have sought N. 8. A. eredentials in one
or both capacities, solely for gain to
themselves., It should be a reciprocal
relntionship, and the two corps should
be appointed with that understanding.
I recommend that every missionary ap-
poluted be jnstructed that he or she
must promise to do some work for the
National body once every three months,
and repder the returns of the same to
the secretary of the N. 8. A. in the
form of collections or donations, This
rule should also apply to the state
agents,

FINAXCE.

The financial question is the most im-
portant problem that confronts {his
body. While other denominations can
raise thousands and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars with which to carry on
thelr work, we as Spiritualists find it
ditlicult to raise a few 'hundred dollars
for our work. It is said by many that
the majority of our people are poor in
purse, This is true of some few, but
the majorify can be safely said to be
in comforable circumstances. Sotne
worship at the shrine of questionable
phenomena and refuse to contribute
even one dime to the plaiform speaker
or test medium. One {llustration of
this fact is in point here. A man once
said: “I have gotten beyond the scien-
tific, philosophical and religious ideas
of Spirftualisin; I am now on the high-
est plane in the movement, that of ma-
terialization, It is all there is in it, and
1 am satisfled with it, 1 sometimes
sce one hundred forms at a single se-
ance.” Perhaps he does; at any rate
his money does not go to Spliritualism,
but to one or two mediums.

None of our people are <o poor as o
be unable to give one dollar per year to
Spirvitualism.  The majority of them
will do {t, {f they are approached in the
right way. Every Spiritualist can be
indueed to give up some little luxiry or
pleasure for the good of the cause, if
his duty be properly shown to him, If
one-tenth of the devotion to Spiritual-
ism were given to it by Spiritualists
tirat the Catholics give to their religion,
every city and town of any size would
soon have a strong Spiritualist society,
snugly at home in 2 Temple of its own.
A few dimes or a dollar each from cv-
ery Spiritualist would do this work.
Small amounts could be collected in
this way in every community by a de-
voted Spiritualist if he would only try.
The Catholics try and succeed; we do
not iry, yet blame the Catholics because
they succeed, and even accuse them of
standing in the way of our success.

Several methods of solving the finan-
cial problem bave occurred to me. The
mass-meetings can be made a great
source of revenue, if properly man-
aged as this year's experience has
proved. I recommend that good finan-
ciers be sent to every mass-meeting
whose sole duty it shall be to solicit
funds in the way of collections and do-
pations. The state agents and mission-
aries, if properly selected, can be of
great assistance in this respect, hence
too much care can not be devoted to
their appointment. The method that
appeals to me most strongly is that of
appointing & number of speclal finan-
cial agents under bonds if need be, to
visit from house to house with families
of Spiritualists, solieiting contributions
to the N. 8. A. From some communi-
ties, where no local society exists, hun-
dreds of dollars can be collected for the
National body. People can be induced
to give their mites in this way, whereas
otherwise they wonld never think of
giving one penny to the N, S. A,

These special agents should be sup-
plied with receipt books from the N. S,
A, .and should be paid a commission o
their collections. If receipt books were
supplied them, the stubs would show
the amount received, and the receipt
itself would be the. guarantee of the
donor that bis confidence was not mis-

‘placed. If deemed best, the agents
could be bonded as a further guarantee
of good faith. I have seen this ‘method
tried by otber denomimations, and al-
ways with success. We have the tal-
ent to do this work, and the majority of
our people can-spare a few dimes and
dollars as well as other people. I

strongly recommend this plan to the

convention, I belleve in it thoroughly,

appointed, in less than two years' time
the N. B. A, will have secured endow-
ments of thousands, whose funded in-
vestments will retuin an ample income
to meet all expenses. I also believe that
the Natlonal femple will be the immedl-
ate outcome of this policy if it is
adopted.

Yrom the foregoing plans, from per
caplta dues, collections, donatious, spe-
clal camp-meeting dates, etc., a revenue
sufficiently large to equip a large num-
ber of missionaries to be sent into new
verritory to organize societies, establish
lyceums, and caly on an active propa-
gandism throughout the land, If each
delegute here to-day would take an in-
terest in this plan of making collections
at home, there is no doubt but what ev-
cry person present to-day woud send
an average sum of twenty-five dollars
each to the N. 8. A, treasury. If the
Spiritualists would but realize that one
dollar each from one hundred thousand
people means an immense income, and
the salvation of the cause, I do not be-
lieve they would hesitate to give the
pittance for the good of a cause so dear
to them as Spiritualism. 1 hope this
plan will be adopted. It will obviate
the almost fruutic appeals that we are
forced to make at each annual conven-
tion to the delegates for funds, and give
our entire movement a greater dignity
and standing everywhere, I myself
collected and turned in over $1,200 dur-
ing the past year.

RBEFORM WORK.

It is often said that Spiritualists have
never done anything to further the
great reform issues of the day; that
very few of them are engaged in tem-
perance work, in social reforms, or in
procuring needful political reforws,
Outwardly this may be irue, yet the
teachings of Spiritualism are such as to
muke every true believer in it a natu-
ral reformer, a true temperance man,
and a humanitarian in every sense of
the terms. I cannot but feel, however,
that the sphere of usefulness for Spir-
itualisin could be greatly enlarged by
engaying actively in this line of work.
1 feel to recommend that greetings be
sent to the Congress of Liberal Relig-
ions now in session in Nashville, Teun.,
assuring it apd the world of our active
interest in a more liberal, wrore humane
religion for the masses. I also recom-
mend that resolutions advocating tetu-
perance in all things, social and polit-
ical purity, the sanectity of the howie,
the necessity for stirpiculiure, and ex-
pressing our utter abhorrence of apy
and all doctrines that favor promiscuity
of conduct, in any department of life,
as well as placing the seal of coundemn-
nation upon the wide spread rumor
that Spiritualists favor the worst form
of free love known to man, In brief, 1
favor the adoption of resolutions
pledging ourselves as a people to the
support of the highest possible morality
for all classes of people.

A SECULAR GOVERNMENT,

The lusistent and persistent attempls
to put an orthiodox God into the Qon-
stitution of the United States induce
me to call your attention to the neces-
sity of action on our part as a people.
I recommend that we declare to the
world our firm bellef in and support of
a secular form of Govermuent for (be
United States, and that we favor the
equal and uniform taxation of cliureh
property of all kinds. 1 feel that we
should also urge the removal of seera-
rian instruction from our public schools
and that government or state appropri-
atfons for the support of sectarian
schools be prohibited by law. In view
of the present wide-spread distress, the
taxation of §3,000,000,000 church prop-
crty would be a great relief to a suffer-
ing people. In this work, I urge that
we co-operate with the Secularists,
Freethinkers, Seventh Day Adventiyts
and others who are battllug for free-
dom in religlon in and for America.

A DECLARATION OF I'RINCIPLES.

I have been urged by many of the
leading Spiritualists in America to ask
you to comsider the question of the
adoption of a formal declaration of
prineiples by tbis convention., Such an
action [s a most important one, and its
consequences will be far-reaching. In
order to secure a proper stapding in
court, or before the legislatures of the
several states, a formal statement of
principlesisabsolutely necessary. Itean
be done without uttering one word that
could be construed to be in the nature
of o creed. For myself, I have always
been opposed to ereeds, and have as yet
found npo reason to change my mjnd.
1f, however, the adoption of a declara-
tion ot principles will be an advantage
to our cause, I should not hesitate to
approve of such a course. The Unita-
rians have finally been led to the adop-
tion.of a very liberal statement of be-
Hef. 1t might be well for us as a rep-
resentative body to do the same thing.
Legally such action would be advan-
tageous, but as to the effect upon Spir-
ftualism, I know not. I ask you to give
this question your thoughtful attention
and recommend that resolutlons in re-
gard to it be spread upon the records of
this meeting.

THE HISTORY OF SPIRITUALISY,

In view of the fact that some of the
carly workers in Spiritualism are yet
with us in the form, I feel constrained
to ask you to consider the question of
having an accurate history of Modern
Spiritualism prepared under the aus-
pices of the National Association. It
will not be many years now before the
old workers will be on the other side of
life. They are with us now enjoying a
green old age, and can give us first
hand the true story of those carly
eventful yvears. That story is too pre-
cious to be lost, and we ought to do
something to give it in its entirety to
the world. Mrs. Emma Hardinge Brit-
ten's work was an excellent one Iu
many respects. It was nol quile gen-
eral enough as a whole, nor does it
give the history of the past thirly years
It is important that a fair and impar-
tial history of the movement from first
to last should be prepared under the
supervision of this National body. I be
lieve some one of the old workers cau
be found to do this work for a moder-
ate sum. Even if the work is not pub-
lished at present, its existence in man-
uscript will preserve to us the true rec-
ord of the greatest of all religious
movements the world has ever knowa.
A work of this kind should be compre-
hensive, covering three or four large
octavo volumes. It will take tme,
some money, and no little labor. It
would be a pleasure for me personally
to do this work without regard to com-
pensation, {f I were out of employ-
ment. But I do not ask for it, or wish
it for myself. I am anxious to have the
work done, and will contribute my part
towards defraying the expenses incum-
bent upon it. It is the more important
now in view of the fact that thig is the
semi-centennial of Spiritualism, apd I
urge it upon your considerate atten-
tion. 1 recommend that the trustees be
instructed to take this guestion up at
thelr first mecting, and proceed to en-
gage some competent person to under-
take this most important work. I be-
_lieve that such an one exists in the per-
son of our esteemed co-worker, the de-
voted servant.of Spiritualism for two
and forty years, Lyman C. Howe. If
we give him the post, we know the
work will be well and faithfully done,

BOARD OF TRUSTEES.
The trustees have worked earnestly

and if the rlght agents or solicltors are

aud harwoniously 'ﬁolgethe,i' iﬁmughou&' .
the year. The fact that the tmw"% '

expenses of the non-resident trus
have been pald by the Association, has
been of material value to the efficlency
of thelr work, They have attended the
meetings regularly, and been enabled to
devote more tiwe and attention to Asso-
ciation work at home than in former
years. It has strengthened the Na-
tional body to a great extent, and I take
great pleasure in recommending that
the sawe poliey be coutinued the com-
ing year. :

The vice-president, Mrs. Cora L, V'
Richmond Las attended the N. 8. A.
mass-meetlngs in-Baltimore, Washing-
fon, Lansing, Buffalo, and Nashville;
she has also attended the state conyen-
tions in New York, Ohlo and Texas, be-
sides attending to the needs of the N.
S. A. at some half-dozen camp-mest-
ings, charging only expenses for her
serviees. Our secretary has not only
attended to bhis ofilcinl duties in Wash-
ington, but he has addressed the Bal-
timore and Brooklyn mass-meetings,
three or four camp-meetings, and a
large number of local socleties during
the year.

Our treasurer, Geo, 8. Clendantel, has
done faithful service for our cause in
more ways than ope. His influence has
been quietly exerted in behalf of what
he felt to be right and just; i

Trustee I.. V. Moulton has attended
every meeting of the board; has at-
tended seven mass meetings, and has,
at great inconvenlence to himself, done
extra labor at a number of camp-meet-
ings for this Association.

T'rastee Geo. A. Fuller has been pres-
ent at every board meeting save one;
he has attended five mass-meetings,
aud given liberally of his time, labor
and means to further N. 8. A, work
amnong the people,

Trustee Frederick Fickey, Mrs. A, L
Pettengill, and Henry Steinberg have
fuithfully striven to render a good ac-
count of their stewardships.

PRESIDENT'S WORK.

1t would please me to be able to owit
this division of my yreport in toto. My
record 18 one of which I am not
ashamed, yet 1 would that the story
could be told by others than myself, T
have done my best, however, and sub-

mit the record of that work to you for .

your respectful cousideration, I have
attended all of the board weetings with
vhie exception, I was wo ill to go to the
July meeting of the boand, the condi-
tion of my head being such as to render
it unsafe for me to travel any distance
aloune.  During the four years 1 have
been your president, I have missed bag
two meetings of the board and missed
them  solely ™ because of ill-health, I
have already alluded to my work from
November 1 to January 29 in specifie
terms, My work from January 29 1o
March 22 was of the missionary order,
and resulted in a great financial loss.
1 worked in the best territory in the
United States for fifty-three days, de-
livered seventy-six full lectures in that
time. I tried hard, but could not keep
up even ordinary expenses,

During the entire year, I have spoken.

183 times, and have iraveled no less
than 25,000 miles in order to do that
work. 1 have attended every mass-
meeting that has been held in the inter-
ost of the N. 8. A, with the solitary ex-
ception of the one at Nashville, Tenn.,
twelve in all. 1 have also attended and
taken active part in seven state con-
ventlons, officiating as chairman at four
of them and had the satisfaction of see-
ing healthy state associations organized
in all four of those states. 1 have had
splendid support in all my work aod
the grand results are due to the com-
bined «fforts of our loyal workers in
{hese several states. 1 have accounted
for nearly $1,250 to the secretary, and
have given personal receipls for the
greater portion of that amount. Tho
expense incident to my missionary
work, attendance upon conventions,
ete., has been nearly $700. To this must
be sdded what 1 pald out for hall rent,
advertising, stenographer and  oxtra
talent at the several mass-meetings,

1 have published or eaused to be pub-
lished something of interest to the N,
S. A. in some one or all of the Spirit-
ualist papers, nearly every week, My
correspondence has been simply volu-
minous, An avalanche of letters has
fallen upon me every week, a portion of
which I turned over to Secretary Wood-
bury, but have attended to mueh of it
myself.  An exawmination of my files
will convinee you that I have not beea
idle. I‘rom the middle of May until
quite recently, I have had to contend
with il health. I was forced to give ap
lecturing from the middle of June until
the latter part of July, and afier a few
trials then 1 found that my voice would
ot permit me to use it at all, I man-
aged to fill my engagements at four
camps, but have had to desist from pub-
lic speaking to any extent since Aug. 22,

Barly in January of lhe present year,
whally without solicitation on my pare,
I was offered the position of editor-in-
chief of the Banner of Light. in Boston,
Mass. 1 ook the matter under advise-
ment for a few weeks, feeling strongly
inclined to the idea that 1 could not ac-
cept it. 1 had made a number of can-
gagements for the season in the name
of the N. 8. A, and felt that I must il
them, I also felt that I must earry oug
my contract ju full with the N, 8. A,,
tacitly entered into at our last annual
convention. The management of the
Banuer generously offered to permit me
to fill all N, 8. A. dates, and to dis-
charge every moral as well as official
ohligation to this Dody throughout the
year, Still 1 was not able to decide
until 1 had counseled with those whose
souls 1 knew to be in the work. Itrom
many on both sides of life came the
advice to undertake the Banner work,
This I finally decided to do. and formal-
Iy accepted the position about the mid-
dle of FFebruary.

In making this decision, T was influ-
enced by the highest motives, and
strong sense of duty. I felt that my
going to the Banner would relieve the
treasury of the N. 8. A. of the burden
of my salary, which I considered a fac-
tor of great importance at that time.
Our revenues were being rapidly de-
pleted, and the income did not come
into view as it had in former years. [
redoubled my exertions in behalf of
the N. 8. A., but despite all my efforts,
I could not raise money as 1 had in
former years. 1 felt that a reduction
of expenses was necessary, and De-
lieved that my plan would be a good
one. I also felt that I could be of ser-
vice to the N.8.A. in the editorial chair,
and render substantial aid to organic
effort throughout the bation. I felt
that I éould discharge all official du-
ties, outside of missionary work, just
as well in Boston as in Washington.
1 found that such was the case when
I took the chalr of the late Luther Col-
by as it was vacated by his esteemed

ceessor, John W, Day, on the 24th of

h, 1897. T have attended to every
official duty most faithfully since that
date, and kept up my Banner work be-
sides.

1 now wish to state the conditions

under which I have worked. I gave’

up my salary as President March 24,
and have only charged per diem rates
for a1l the time I have spent out of my

Boston office In the interests of the N,

S. A. For all of the work I have done
{n the office for the N, 8. A, during the
past seven months I have only asked

{Continued on page 7.)
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* "} 'This department is under the management of
Lo 'HUDSON TUTTLE.

" Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.
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NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let-
~ters, Tull name and address must be given, or the letters
- «will notbe réad. If the request be made, the name will
‘not be published. The correspondence of this depari-
ment has become excessively large, especially lettexs of
Anquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely
give whatever information I am able, the ordinary court-
“esy of correspondence i expected. . : A
' ' .~ ..HUDSON TUTTLE

. ¢ P, B.: Q. If all life comes from antecedent ﬁfe,

_.and spirjt organism continues to hold its organic'form,!

* will not the source of life and spitit, in the cours¢ of time,
- become exhausted? O o
it A, The process of individnalization of spirit will stop
.. Jong before there is exhaustion of material or force, * The
“plan of creation is not to convert everything. into intel-
. lectual entities. This may be considered an upsupported
».-gssertion, and as having no authority except-that of the
. spirit intelligence who gave'it, yet therce are'parallels in
" the forms of physical hife. Nafure stopped the produe-
{ion of the immense gaurians of the Saurian Age, al-
“though there was abundance of material, and the mam-
"‘moth perished, while the conditions for its multiplication
._were the same they had been when he roamed in Immense
herds over the plains. :

g ‘J]‘3‘aron J. Mikos, Austria: l Q. s the soul

..-opinion that immortality begins only with the acquire-
““'ment of the full consciousness of the “ego,” which a new-
born child could not possess.

= sA, “A spirit is not necessarily immortal, but can be-
: eome gradually extinguished, like a lamp burning for an
-indefinite {ime and then going out. Such is the fact with
.the lower races of mankind. They exist after death, but
“with them there is no progress, no desire for the immortal
 ptate, and slowly, atom by atom (of their spiritual sub-
stance) is absorbed into the bosom of the universal spirit-
“ether, as the spirit of the animal is immediately after

tains its identity, it may be said in reply, that no certain
.. flate can be given, for that depends on the development
- of the parents.”—Psychic Science.

A Reader: Q. What is the difference between a ma-
erialized form and an etherealization?

“ A, ‘Btherealizations are the shadowy forms through
which objects appear distinetly. Matenializations, where
he more substantial qualities belonging to physical mat-
ter-are manifested.

"This subject has been fully discussed in a preceding
umber of The Progressive Thinker.

T, M. Rooney: Q. Recently a slate-written message
gent me by a medium in St. Louis, was signed E. V. Wil-
on. - I am unacquainted with the name and ask who he
“and what did he do in-carth-life? ‘

“A. E, V. Wilson was well known to the early Spirit-
_ualists, as a medium and lecturer. He was probably one
“of the most distinctive characters of the first advocates.
. Fearless, uncompromising and direct in his methods, he
- svas feared by enemies whom he wnmercifully eriticised.
%e was an iconoclast, proud of his strength to destroy.
7 P, R Q. Are not mediums who are immoral better

£+ - thaiy none?

<A, He who stands representalive of the dead, and
their mouthpiece to the living, ought to be the best and
-the purest. The idea entertained by some leading Spir-
itualists that it is desirable to convert to the belief in
Spiritualism, even by manifestations that are {raudulent,
-gaps the foundation of the philosophy, and is the parallel
" of the teachinge of the church fathers, that it is laudable
" to lie for Christ’s sake. “if you were thirsty would you re-
" {use water if brought in a soiled and broken pitcher?”
-Yes, if a clean and whole one could be had for the asking.
*Mediumship legitimately leads to a higher life, and its
7+ debasement is by its prostitution to sordid gain and self-
-~ igh ends. Charity covers a multituc§ of sins, but it is
“* false sympathy which spares the off¢fider at the untold
- cost of the innocent. The putling ffrward of one known
to be depraved and unprincipled, & wanting in moral
_-character, as a trusted medium, and Pecommending him,
" i5 a crime against Spiritualism and its believers.

5. The words of James Burns, cditor of the Medium, one
. ~of the most devoted of men, who sacrificed his life in his
_efforts to extend a knowledge of the new philosophy, are
‘"gg timely and {rue now as they were years ago when writ-
2 "fen. He wrote of one Walker, whom Dr, Peebles intro-
.7 'dnced to him, after this pretended medium went to Eng-
- 1and to escape from the notorious Toronto affair in which

"~ his partner In iniquity lost his life.

, Knowing his character, Mr. Burns screened and rec-
*" ommended him. e soon had cause for regret. His
remarks on this dereliction {o duty will deeply impress
many who have committed the same error in their charity
.- for the short-comings of mediums.

M  “Now, we {ear that in screening this man, and charita-
*bly giving him a chance of working further mischief, we
ecommitted a grave fault, for which we have been most
-, vigorously punished. Several others we treated in a sim-
“ " ilar lenient manner and they all faithfully joined Walker
" in his attack upon us. It is really hard to know what is
right in such matters. It seems cruel to expose the sins
and faults of others; for no one is perfect; and the best of
" us would not like to be turned inside out. Again it ap-
. pears to be highly injudicious {o promote the professional
. career, in Spiritualism, of bad people. Onr {wenty years’
experience {eaches us that such mediums go from bad to
. worse. Mr. Peebles picked up three gutter waifs and
" 1nede spiritual aposiles of them; and the result has been
~ more harm than all the good Mr. Pecbles’ spiritual work
We have to some extent helped in
" this work, and with the very best of motives; but had we
-committed the crimes imputed to these persons, and stood

% . the demands of the law in respect thereto, we could not

. XHave suffered more bitterly than we have done for long
* * years; and it is not all over yet.”

.= . L. Q. Can you explain the cause of prickding vi-
brations which go over me at times in waves? Some-
times when talking with & medium friend, we both feel
. the waves simultancously, and so strongly that the tears

" gtart in my eyes.

#{T'A. " These are indications of a highly sensitive organ-
i$m, and rightly cultivated, will give mediumship of a
vhre order. - :

A C Q. For what purpose is the metal Uranium
Cpged? R e
¢A, Uranium is & somewhat rare metal,

resembling

28 2 metal; but as an oxide it is used as & coloring for por-
celain snd glass, imparting a beautiful greenish-yellow
fluorescence which nothing else can give. Toos
o = 1.1 e o

. "A crowd slways thinks with its gymp@fhy;' kﬁev»é:“, with
Jie reason—W: B.Alger. - -7 T

(spirit) of 8’
new-born infant immeorta)l in case of death? I pm of the

. death, If it be asked at what age the spirit of man re-

on in color; tarnishing yellow in the air. Tt has no’use:

A MODERN MYSTERY,

A Sharon Artist Photographs a Celestial
- Visitor Who Has Been Dead 30 Years.

A NUT TOR THOSE VERSED IN THE OCéULT
- SCIENCE TO CRACK—ALL THE PARTIES CON-
CERNED PERSONS OF THE HIGHEST MORAL
STANDING AND NO POSSIBLE CHANCE OF
‘COLLUSION OR TRICKERY. S

- During the past fifty years, since the advent of Modern
Bpiritualism through the agency of the phenomena first
given by the Fox sisters, and from thence down to the
present day there has perhaps not been an event wrapped
in more profound mystery than the experience of N. E,
Coombs, the well-known Kast State street, Sharon, pho-
tographer. - oo : _

Mr. Coombs is not anxious to proclaim what hap-
pened from the housetops, as it were, but related the in-
cident to your reporter some days ago while in private
conversation, with reference fo & book on Spiritnalism,
written by A. B. Richmond, the well-known criminal
lawyer of Meadville, and one who stands second to none
in his profession in legal acumen, .~ ‘

Since then we visited Mr. Coonths with a view of get-
ting his consent to. the publication of the facts and with
the full assurance that the names of the family in ques-
tion would not be brought before the general public, he
-consented. The story rclated in its simplicity is this:
The artist referred to was ealled into the couniitry to pho-
tograph the old homestead of one of the best-known fam-
ilies in Western Pennsylvania and which stands high both
in the social and financial scale. They, as a household,
are positively without reproach and as far removed from
a belief in the occult as it is possible to be; and yet what
we are about fo record has set them to thinking that pos-
eibly there are more mysteries in heaven and earth than
were ever dreamed of in the philosophy of Horatio. :

But to our story.  Mr, Coombs repaired to the scene
of action and got the family in such positions as they de-
sired and touched the button and the gefion of light and
the chemicals did the rest. He returned to his studio and
when he developed fhe negative in his darkened room,
where the actinic ray of sunshine or light, is not permit-
ied to enter, he found not only the portraits of these who
were present in the flesh, but a well-defined shadow of
one who, while he doubtless was present, was yet an in-
visible accompaniment, at least so to those who are in-
capable of seeing clairvoyantly, The photographer, as
was the contract, finished his work and submitied it to
the family, who instantly recognized the spirit picture
as being a correct representation of their aged grand-
father, who had passed peacefully in the fullness of years
to the great unknowable beyond more than thirty years
before. Prior to his death his usual place, when the
weather was fine, was in his arm chair on the very porch
where the family sat when the negative was taken by our
Sharon man. Back of his accustomed place is a window,
the panes of wlhich are still the same, barring, perhaps,
a few accidents, and all arve of the old 8x10 or 10x1?2 pat-
tern peculiar to {he days of Auld Lang Syne. 1t is upon
one of these window panes that the shadow picture of
the venerable patriarch is printed in the picture, and
when compared with an old daguerreotype, which is still
in the possession of the fumily, is a correct likeness even
to his peculiar manner of tving his necktie. There is
not the slightest doubl of it reflecting the old man’s feat-
ures, and, that there was a possibility of the camera taking
in its scope a portrait on or in the house, that is impossi-
ble, as but one picture of the dead man exists and that
encased and hidden away in a chest of drawers only 1o be
brought out at intervals in loving remembrance of ihe

desire that their names shall be withheld and as that can
neither add to nor detract from our story we will keep
that portion of the incident inviolate, although Mr.
Coombs is at liberty to reveal the names to his friends,

That such things have happened before is claimed by
many, but here is a case that admits of no charge of trick-
ery neither on the part of the family nor the photogra-
pher, for he never saw cither the old gentlemen nor a
picture or likeness of the subject, of any kind whatever.

The latier afterward returned to the house and exam-
ined the window carefully as possible, but all subsequent
experiments failed to produce like results, or the faintest
semblance of what had transpired before.

1t is a well-known fact in photography that the camera
reveals many details that pass unnoticed before the keen-
est eye. For example, millions of minute stars have been
photographed, which could not be detected by the eye,
though assisted by the strongest lenses. The spokes of &
rapidly revolving wheel are readily separated by its ex-
treme sensitiveness, where the mortal eye can sce only the
rim.

This, {o our readers, is perhaps not as lucid an explan-
ation as could be desired, but it is not our purpose to at-
fempt to explain that which has puzzled the most pro-
{ound scientists and which has baffled the most honest
and astute investigators.

What we limg related can possibly be explained in the
course of years, bul at this time even the advocates of
Spiritualism declare they can not account for the phe-
nomena, much less unudertake to enter into a detailed
demonstration ironi cause to effect. It is due both the
public and alsa Mr. Coombs {o say that he is not a be-
liever in Spiritualism, having never had any experience
along that Jine cxeept that related herewith. Te has the
reputation here, where he has done business for many
vears, of an honest man, not given to vagaries or the
stufl that dreams are made of. —Pittsburg (Pa.) Leader,
Oct. 26, 1897.

{4y
i
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LIFE I8 LOVE.

Where can we go that Jove is not?
What desert or what sea _
Can keep us far from that bright star
That guides our destiny?
Oh!oft I hear an answering voice
To mortal sense unknown,
While thought, a queen with royal mien,
Builde her enchanted throne—

Out of the things that men despise
She reareth tower and dome,

And ’neath the skies their furrets rise
And shine a perfect home.

Out of the little things of life,
Smiles, tears, and deeds out-wrought,
She builds-with care her temples fair,
By angel artists taught.
Qut of 1he little things of earth
She buildeth things sublime,
But the grandest life is born of strife,
That eomes like the winter’s rime—

In the midst of darkness, or like storms
When wrathful winds sweep by,
And trooping clouds hang low like shrouds
O’er the face of the midnight sky. -
Out of the changing hopes end fears -
Arnd the schemes that men pursne, o
Are {he pictures made in light or shade.
© Oflife’s dissolving view. . - - . o
.. Seminary, Belvidere; N. J. - - . -BELLE BUSH.. .
"~ Noble women oft do great deeds in humbleness—
Gérman motte. ~. - oo
* ‘Hypocrisy is the necessary burden of villainy, affecta-
'tion, & part of the chosen trappings of folly.—Johnson.

-departed. All our readers can readily see whty the family,

R R S

A C ION}
(Continued from page 5.)

the Association $15 for myself, and $50
for a stenographert: This does wnot

| compensate me for jthe work I have

done at night, the arjjcles written and
published in the intepest of the N.;S.
A, nor for the overgxertion made 10
keep up with the work. I do not utter
this statement as a complaigt, but sub-
mit it as an explapation,of what [
must now mention, I have drawn no
salary from the N, 8.(A. sinee January
17, 1897, nor have I been cpmpensated
for my loss of timg at conventions,
mass meefings and camps. in N, 8. A,
work, All of my expenses ave yet un-
settled, while my receipts are in band
ready for the N, 8. A. fveasury as soon
as my accounts are audited.

I have given the N.“S. A. credit for
all of my Sunday earnfugs from March
24 to October 8, eleven in all. On these
eleven Bundays I have received in
round numbers $200 for my work, and

I have only charged §95 per Sunday

against the N. 8. A, giving it $145 net,
while in reality I was drawing no sal-
ary from it. I ask the privilege of sub-

mitting my yearly recejpts and expen-

ditures to the auditing committee, with
the added privilege of making a per-
songl statement to the committee. T
do this in view of the fact that I have
been charged with drawing a double
salary—one from the N, §. 4., and the
other from tlie Banner of Light. I have
doue double work, but T have only had
one salary since March 24, ¢ ealary
smaller than it would have been had
1 been able to devote my whole time to
editorlal work,

Of the value of my work, in behalf of
the N, 8, A, since I have been con-
nected with i, I leave it for others to
say. Since going into the Bauner office
I have sought to create an interest in
organization throughout;the world. I
have served you for four years to the
best of my ability., I have made mls-
takes, but have sopght eagerly to rec-
tify them when discovered. The N. ¥,
A. has had my best thought, my sincer-
est devotion, I have: often set aside
personal interests for the sike of the
N. S. A, and during thoge four yeaus
1 have traveled far and wide, an ag-
gregate distance of 100,000 miles, and
have spoken (30 times in its interests.
I have only missed two hoard meetings
in that time, as before stated. T ask
the closest scrutiny of my xecord as an
official, and request that my friepds
and enemies be given an opportumty
to look over the work actually done.

Durlag my four years' service, I have
been foreed to contend with fll health
to some extent. I regret this deeply,
as 1 could have done far better work
otherwise. 1 was in & very critlcql
state during the past season, bui I wish
to say now that it was not my work in
my two-fold capacity that made me L
I could have stood that-work, had 1 not

been exposed to men nd physical,
suffering that can er cgme to me
agal. It is due me, N.’8. A, and
the Banner of Light tljf thi¥ statement

be placed on record. It I Have failed
to do my duty by tlif AsSoclation, it
has not been from any wilful intent. 1
have tried to do right—ried %o push the
N. 8. A. to the front, ind ask only that
reward that is given hopesf'effort and
sincere devotion to principle.

REVIEW OF THE IFIELD.

T'he past year bas bee a f#Fultful one
{n spiridual progress. , 1BVes gation I8

vife, and as an organd ody, Spirit-
ualists bow have an ojportifnity to do
a great reform work Iy the .;orld. We
-must glve the avorld %,)t; the, tryty we
possess, and open the cor wider to

the reception of new u[ix bigher truth
from the other side of Hife. The N. 8,
A. Is the proper imstrument through
whieh this work can be done.

We have purchased the library of the
late Prof. A. K. Worthen, State Geolo-
gist of Illinois, also a number of valu-
able books now out of print, at a total
cost of $02. We have scattered our
tracts broadcast, have sent our misslon-
arles into new flelds, and have pushed
the work everywhere with volce and
pen.  Such misslonarles as E W,
Sprague, Mrs. Loe I*. Prior, Mrs. E. AL
Bedell and €. W. Taylor have made
records of which they may well Dbe
proud. I need not specialize thelr work:
its results are known to you all, and
we should give “honor to whom honor
1s due.” .

Mrs. G. B. Clendaniel apd Mrs. Fran-
cis Dingman represented the N. B. Al
at the National Mother's Convention,
in compliance with the vote of the last
convention. Secretary Woodbury and
Mrs. Richmond were our delegates 1o
the National Convention of the Secu-
larists.

The Scandinavian Spirituallst, The
Medium, The Dawning Light, Philo-
sopbical Journal, Light of Truth, The
Progressive Thinker snd Baunner of
Light have been the firm supporters of
the N.'8. A. throughout the year. No
one realizes more fully than I do the
aid these journals have rendered us.
The Spiritualist press will unitedly sup-
port a straight-forward business orsan-
ization. We must not forget the sec-
ular press at this time. It has been
uniformly just and fajr. The Associ-
ated and United Press’ Associations
have given our great meetings due no-
tice, and have spoken"courteously of
our offorts and workers, Lot us re-
member that we can bave the friend-
ship of the press so long as we deserve
it.

We have not accomplished any mim-
cles during the past year. We bave all
done our very best, and we render to
you to-day the a. nte of our steward-
ship. We claim that the work has heen
well apd successfully done. The strin-
gency of the times has hurt us, hut
your officials have done their conscien-
tious duty and rest the case in your
hands. The N. 8. A. is a potent factor
in Spiritualistic work, ;and should be
loyally sustained. It is the Moses to
lead Spiritualism to the,.“Promised
Land” of rightcousnessy and will be a
safe guide so long as it,is.true to the
truths of pure Spiritualism,

TLast October Mr. J. Ry ¥rancis, the
genial edltor of The Progreasive Think-
er, published the report of the Presi-
dent of the N. S. A. inifull, and made
up a special edition of his excellent pa-
per containing it. This special issue
he caused to be cirgulated widely
throughout the country. ¥From the
many thousand coples disppsed of, Alr.
Francis hoped to place.that report he-
fore 1,000,000 readers..; I disposed of
3,000 copies of that edition myseif. Mr.
Francis did this at his own option,
without even a hint from’the N. 8. A.
officials that suchs 8 step-would please
them. I feel especially gratefwd to Mr.
Francis for this great effort and sacri-
fice on his part. It gave.the Spiritual-

. ists, of this world a clegner knowledge
- of the aims, claims and pyrposes of the

N. 8. A, than had ever been given De-
fore. I recommend  that suitable ac-
knowledgement of this devoted service

-on his part be made by this conven:

tion.

© .1 close my lengthy piper with feol-
-1hgs - of “decpest emotion.”. My  mind

swedps over the fouryesrs of hard, un-
tiring labor that has been given to this

- Association by many of us.who are

conpected with It to-ddy. - We may
have made mistakes, but-when the full.

‘history of Spirituglism shall be written

a centory hence, those who have sac-
rificed and tolled for the wood of the

N, B. A 61,_ to-day wh_l be given dhé
credit for thelr labors, and awarded the
1 pralse of having frled most consclen-

tiously to do something for the good
of their fellowmen, I enter no enlogy
upon them mnor thefr labors. What
they have done speaks for itself, They
bave been only a4 means to the divine
end of trying to ald humanity in it
struggle upward. : Y
My eye scans the horizon of the fut-
ure most hopefully. he sacred asso-
elations of the past four years are hal-
lowed mewmorles to spur us on to great-
er efforts for the future. I can see the
changing panorama of the dend years
but dimly—the kindly words, the warm
handclasps, the hearty “God speeds,”
the tear-dimmed eyes, the voices husky
with emotion, the tender invocation for
angel guidance, the fervent prayers and
the %oyous Aassurances of a happy meet-
ing In the “land beyond the cloud-rift"

‘make sacred and holy the present hour
linked as it {s with the silent but glo-§
rious past. For the sympathy that has

been given me so freely in my many
weary weeks of physical and mental
anguish, for the timely ministratious of
friends and physiclans when illness has
swept over me, for the succor that has
been at hand when disaster seemed im-

‘minent, I am grateful to you and all of

g{'co—workers fn Spiritualism, ‘T have
ied to do my duty—tried to prove my
sincerity by my devotion to my religlon.
My record is before you and the world.
1 mnake no excuses for myself, nor do
I ask immunity at your hands for any
wrong that I bhave done. I thank the
Spiritualists of this Continent for their
confidence and uynfaltering ¢rust In me,
I am inspired by it to & greater etfort
to nobler living, and a more earnest de-
votion to duty.

I turn to the work of this convention,
pledging my fealty to the N, 8, A,, to
you and to Spirltualism anew, and as-
sure you that I am as ready to defend
the right as I percelve it as ever before.
Respectfully submitted,

HARRISON D, BARRETT,
President N, 8. A,

NOT A BIT SUPERSTITIOUS,

No, I am not superstitious,

I cobsider if pernicious

It not absolutely vicious
In a man

To admit himself 80 gmall that he must
8can

very litte sign and omen

As the menace of a foeman,

Still, I'm free to say that Friday

Never, never would be my day

For a venture, for I'm sure ‘twould
never hit,

’l‘lxou;l,;:xt 1 am not superstitious, not a

Really, T've no toleration
Of that nervous hesitation
And that irksome perturbation
Which I've seen,
When a dinner party chanced to be
thirteen,
Why, I've seen that arrant folly
Make a whole crowd melancholy,
With thelr whining and their fimsy,
¥oolish reasons for the whimsey.
8tll, 1 own I hate to be the last to sit,
'l‘houylg)il 1 am not superstitious, not a
t.

Certain things may be propitious,

Though they hardly seem but adventi-
tious,

And it's hardly superstitious

To perceive

Which is which, and so, accordingly,
believe.

Now there’s nothing makes me sadder

Than to walk beneath o ladder,

But I grow a good deal bolder

When the moon is at my shoulder,

And to spill the salt! It takes away

. Iny grit,

Though 1 am not superstitious, not a

bit.

Surely nothlng can be clearer
Than that evil marches nearer
By the breaking of a mirror,
And it's trrue
That a howling dog in night-time makes
me blue,
I'or his keen scent makes no errors
And be smells the King of Terrors.
Here's another thing, Take heed, sir,
If your nose should start to bleed, sir,
And should bleed only three drops and
then should quit,

Though I am pot superstitious, not a

It is sad to see what uses
Some folks make of vain excuses
Rather than admit abuses
Of the mind,
When they're rather superstitiously in-
clined,
Just to put it in plain English:
It would seem they can't distinguish
Between false and foolish cases
And the few which bave a basis
1n experience, which even I admit,
Though I am not superstitious, not a
bit. —New York Sun.

Weighing Her Magic Force.

Eusapia Paladino enjoys the distinc-
tion of having lasted longer than any
other of the mediums who bhave per-
formed, or seemed to perform, psycho-
logical wonders. Professor Van der
Nuillen, of Sam Y¥rancisco, witnessed
some of her performances in the South
of France. She was subjected to the
most rigorous tests, being evidently
suspected of fraud, but she achieved
some remarkable results.

A fact which the committee admits,
after many sittings, is that Eusapia
has the power of acting upon material
substances, at a distance and without
contact. A letter weigher can weigh
as much as two ounces. Eusapia, hav-
ing extended her hands toward the
platter of the instrument, but not near-
er than two or three inches, all the
members immediately observed, to
their stupefaction, that the physic force
employed registered at several times 50
grammes, the lever being depressed to
th very bottom of the instrument—Ex.

here are hundreds of

mediums who take no Spiritual-

ist paper. They should bear this

fact in mind, that unless they

assist in this struggle against the
members of the Anti-Spiritualist Con-
vention they may find themselves in
the future abridged of their rights.
They hould subscribe for The Pro-
gressive Thinker at once, 8s if is lead-
ing in this conflict. See the fine pre-
mium offered. Trial subscription 25
ceats for three months. But we pre-
fer you roll in the dollars, )

“The Priest, the Woman, and the Con.
fessional.” This: book, by the . well
known Father Chiniguy, revéals the de<

"grading, impure influences and results
‘gf the Romish confessional, as proved

by tne sad experience of many wrecked

' lives. Price; by mail $L. ¥or sale at

this office. - . .

* .-+*I'ha Gospel of Boddha, Acconding to

Old Records.” : Told. by Paul Carua

This book is heartily commended to stu-

dents.of the sclence of religions, and to

.all who would gain a fair coneeption of
:Buddhism in its spirit and living prinei-
:ples. - Spiritualist

or Christian - can
searcely read it without spiritual profit,

Price §1. For _:ale at thiu omce.

¢
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As Revealed by the Material and |

By E. D. Babbitt, LL, D.,

Lo L v s ———

ELIGION

Spiritaal Universe,

M, D, Author if Prinsiples of Light an]

FINAL REMARKS-—'he Basic
a Universal Religion, :

spirituality in tone and teachings. A
the work of a deep thinking and truth

For sale at this office. -

Color, Human Culture and Cure, ete,, and Dean of the
© .. . . . College of Fine Forces,
Cmarrzg 1.  Existence and General Character of God.
. God a8 a Bpirit.
3, The Deific Location and Mode of Working,
4, The Nature of God,
_B.. The Deific Greatness and Glory.
6, Moral Evil and Deific Perfection,
4. Deific Law and Human Intercession. ,
8, How Man Helps Govern the Universe,
9. Qreeds and Practices of Christianity,
10. The Dangers of Infallible Standards,
11, 'The Christian Bible Tested, i
12, Religions Tested by Their Fruits,
13.  The ¥ithics and Religion of Nature,
14, Life under the Old Religions,
15, Life under a Bpiritual Religion.
16. Death under the Old Religions,
17.  Death under a Spiritual Religion.
18. The Futue Life,

Including the Wonders and Beauties of_'thefDlviner‘ll..,i'fe.'

Principles of Universal Philosophy ant

issued by the American press.

practical Astro Dictionary.

BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE LIGHT OF EGYPIT.”

This important primary work is the first practical exposition of the
Astro-Magnetic forces of Nature—in their relation to man—that has yet been
It contains fourteen special lessons, em-
bracing each department of human life, in such plain, simple language that a
child can understand the elementary principles laid down,
to these lessons is an Appendix, containing a full explanation of all technical
and scientific terms in general use upon the subject, thus forming a brief, yet
Thie work is illustrated with special plates.

For Sale at This Office. Price. Fifty Cents.

GELESTIAL

Mental Healers, Meta-physicians,

stand the Meta-physics of Astrology.
This work was specially prepared

The Price is One Dollar Only,
light. For sale at this office.

DYNAMIGS,

BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE LIGHT OF EGYPT,” “THE LAN.
GUAGE OF THE STARS,” ETC.

A magnificent and complete course of Astro-metaphysical study, em:
bodying Vital Principles of Life, Mentul Force, Sickness and Disease. Wit}
the only true and really Scientific method of treating the sick successfully.

and all who practice the Healing Ar

Divine should give ¢‘Celestial Dynamics” a thorough and impartial study,
and thus learn the real cause of their frequent failures.
No Astro-Student can afford to be without this work, if he would under.

for publication to meet the demands of

a large and very earnest class of people who cannot afford to pay for a regulat
course of instruction under a qualified teacher.
this privilege will find the work an invaluable text-book to their studies.

And those who can afford

and is within reach of all who seek

", THOMAS PAINE */

SOME OF HIS NOTED WORKS.

Life of Thomsas Paine,

By Editor of the Natlonsl with Prefsce and Notes
oy Peter Eckler, Ilustrated with views of the old
Paino Homestead snd Paine Mobumeni, at New
Bochelle, slsn, portraits of Thomsas Clo Rickman,
Jouo Barlow, Mary Wollstonecraft, Mademe Roland,
Condorcet, Brissot, aud the most prominent of Paine's
triends in Europe and America. Cloth, 75 cents,

The Age of Reason;

Being 1o investigation of True znd Fabuloos The-
o\?y. Anpew andcompletd edition, from now plates
and new type; 186 pages, post 8vo, Paper, 25 ceuts;
cloth, 50 cents.

Common Sense.

A Revo.utionary pamphiet, addressed to the inhadb-
{tanta of America In 1776, with explanatory notice by
an Englisl author. Paper, 15 cenis.

The Rights of Man.

Parts 1 and 11, Belng_sn auswer to Mr. Burke's
gttack upon the Freuch Revolution. Post 8vo., 219
pages. per, 80 cents; cloth, 50 cents,

Paine's Complete
Theological Works.

Ageof Heason, Examination of the Prophecies, ete.
Tlus.edition, Post8ve., 482 pages. Cloth, $1.00

Paine's Political Works.

Commor: Sense, The Crieis, Rights of Man, etc.
Mustrated odition. Post 8vo,, 650 pages, Cloth, $1.00;
postage, A cents.

His Birth, Character and Doctrine,
BY EDW_ZE)-—GIBBON.

This §s No, 6 of the Ltbrary of Liberal Classfcs, It
18 conceded to be historically correct, and 8o exact and
perfect in every detafl as to be [;racuc-lly beyond the
reach of adverse criticlsin. This work wlil be found
{ntensely fntercsting. Price, 25¢. Sald at this ofice.

JESUS AND THE MEDIUMS,
CHRIST AND MEDIUMSHLP.

Caretul comparison of some of th 1

sad Mediumhlx;( the Bible with that gr stfr;l:ﬁm!

Mosxs HoLy. inviocible argument proving thet
Jesus was only & modium, subject to all the opdf-
tions of modern medlumship. It also shows tbat il
the manifestations throughont the 03 and New T'esta.
meat were under the samo conditions thet mediums
E:g:lcr:today; an!:il that wxf coming of Christ is the re-

mediumship 10 the world. §
10cents. For sale at tuls offica. pages. Price,

" Real Life in the SpiritLand.~
Glven ?:plraﬂonany by Mra Maria M,

Il not booome weary while readiog thi < \}'o‘
e 1t & CXi
book. Price 75 ceuts. g cetient

“THE WATSEKA WONDER”

s intensely Interesting. 1t gt

Lurancy Venmam, of Watse)
polds, of Venango connty, Pe.
Price 15 cents,

Paine’s Theological Works.
Age of Reason, Examtastion of the Proph
Illus. edition. Poauw..ﬂzpa.:el. Clotu?of.z:)"' oie.

POEMS OF PROCRESS.

fg&}l\‘ﬁa Doten. Tha.y e really valuabla,
THE -~ -

‘EVERLASTING GOSPEL

l., Wod Mary Re
ado at s o,

tures given by the Sphit Band throagh theméds
p of Mrs. cnx Klirie. This Yolame con:
of & series of xect“es..mm and. poema,
written :{’g{ delfvered in publio u:h mghe mcelntnl ot
ganiem ™ EnS.- e, ® 6, CIstrvayy.
snt and inapiretional medlum. Thelr tone ir excell
and thelr apirit good; and even thongh one may
som0 jdesn that differ from. those he Bald, yet he
‘will find much to sleua, benefit and Srwruct. The
wnh will please

TeTeTERCE Jesus I mentiontd
mn'a;’ltho

and std;

The book

h the ideas advanced conoaraing Jesus
ty ars not after the orthvdox stan
contalus B8 large }nﬁi:. ad
postpals for $1.50. Forealeat tuls office.

- MAHOMET,

To the student of paychly phenomens, this pamphlet |
m ves datalled accounts of |
two cases of “doudle consciousnees,” namely Mary , This

PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT

— AND —

THE SPIRIT WORLD.
BY HUD;(;ET.PUTTLE. )

A most able avd Intereating presentation of & mosl
| fmportant subject. Every Bplritualist and every in
quirer into the proofs and phiosophy of 8pirttusl
| fsm should have this excellent book. {ua value is reo
| ognized and ecknowledged all over ths world. Pricq

cloth, §1, For aalo at this office.

‘THE GOSPEL OF NATURE,

ITIS A MOST EXCEL-
LENT WORK."

This work {a by DR. b,
PROF. W, F, LYON. Heretodore it besbeen s0id for
$2, but the price pow hias boen reduced to ¢1. It 1s &
book that will interest and Instruct. It contafna 480
pages, and {s full of suggestive thoughts. Dr. 8her-
maa was e mediam of rare qualities, and his work fan
refection from the celestial sphorcs. It trests of the
goul of Thg;f:; lutelligence in Substance; Animal In.
tellects; Purity; Salvation; Discords; Good and Evil;
Unnsturai 1deas; Clurch History; Progression; Inber-
eat [n Substance; The Nebulous Theorys Particies Are
Eutitles; Justice; lmErcgnr.uon of the Virgin; The
Bcience of Death; bpiritual Death; Immortnll%
Mourning; The Confounding of Langusge; The Spt
Abodes; Matter and Spirit; Slze and Distance; Spirftu-
8l Orgasisms; Bomn Afnin; Tbe Key; Bpirit Biogra:
i phy;: Goes to Heaven; A Slave Master; ete., etc. 4
* The author says: * Each fndividual partakes of
- both physical and tmental or spiritus! sflment for him-
llol{. Kach ono must digest their various kinds of tood

for themselves, and that Is all they can possibly do

whether they be priest or Inynun, tescher or pupfl
.My physical expands by virtue of that food and uours
irhmeat of which | tndividunily partake and digost.
Ay soul must expand hy virtue of the soul essence
which 1 fndividusity gather and comprehend or digest.™;
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