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Lftdles and Gentlemen of the Conven­
tion:—The Constitution of the National 
Spiritualists’ Association requires that 
the President shall submit at every an­
nual convention a report of the prog­
ress, business and general work of the 
Association during $he'year? As your 
President for the year ending October 
21,1897, S. E. 50, I take great pleasure 
in presenting to you my annual report, 
the' fourth that I have had the honor 
of making as Chief Executive of’the 
N. S. A.
v GLANCE IN RETROSPECT.

It is fitting at the very outset that we 
glance in retrospect over the year now 
past and gone forever to note the ka­
leidoscopic changes that rapidly pre­
sent themselves to our view. Some 
who were with us last year as active 
Workers on this floor have graduated 
into a higher school of life, and are 
mingling with us to-day only in spirit. 
Otic of these was a representative of 
our National Association, and a gallant 
lender in Spiritualism in the great 
Northwest, Dr. ‘ 8. N, Aspinwall. He 
has gone home, and Ills vacant place 
in our mortal ranks to-day pleads elo­
quently In behalf of the vanished hand 
and the sound of a voice that Is stilled. 
So it is with' all others who have gone 
froin us; we miss their physical pres­
ences, but realize the great gain that is 
theirs through their entrance into a 

,higher life.
Otlier changes come into view as we

condition of man. Some clergymen, 
like Kev. R. Heber Newton, have found 
it advisable to preach sermons upon 
the aid Spiritualism has given to tlie 
progress of religion. I have had sev­
eral letters from Air. Newton upon tlie 
subject, aud, in a recent publication), 
he has placed the results of his ’re­
searches in our fields of thought before 
tlie world. Other clergymen of various 
denoiiTlnatlons hare also given Spirit­
ualism. considerable attention, seeking 
only for the good it might do them and 
their followers. Prof. Oliver Lodge lias 
warned the scientists of the globe that 
they can no longer afford to sneer at 
psychic phenomena, aud told them 
plainly tliat they must be broad enough 
to. stand by the leadership of truth, no 
matter where it might take them. Prof. 
Lodge is a typical representative of a 
class of scientists who dare to think 
for themselves. They wish the world 
to enjoy every new truth that can be 
positively demonstrated,

Among our own people there has been 
an awakening that is very hopeful and 
Inspiring. This is proved by the fact 
of tlie organization of a goodly num­
ber of new local societies, the re-or­
ganization of others, and the formation 
of several State associations and eliil- 
dren’s Lyceums. The membership of 
the National Association has increased 
thirty-one per cent., and the earnest de­
sire of our people with whom I have 
personally associated or corresponded, 
to join some organization of Spiritual-

tially. It has caused our materialistic 
and Christian opponents to note that 
we have begun to respect ourselves and 
to hold up our heads as men aud wom­
en whose deeds speak louder than their 
prayers or words. The statement to 
the public that “fraud must go” has 
given those who honestly desire to in­
vestigate Spiritualism the courage to 
try to find the residuum of fact that lies 
beneath tlie accumulation of rubbish 
the counterfeiters liave piled upon our 
movement. From the foregoing facts, 
it is readily’ seen that the past year has 
been oue of great advantage to Spirit­
ualism. It has gained ground in spite 
of fearful odds, aud is in better condi­
tion to-day, morally, socially aud spir­
itually than ever.before. Financially 
this is not true, but before the close of 
this convention I believe the financial 
question will be settled and iu the right 
way.

ftn Important Matter.

See to it that all your Spiritualist friends take 
The Progressive Thinker. They should read this 
address by President Barrett. They should rear 
the Hull-Covert Debate. They should keep posted 
as to the workings of the Anti-Spiritual Associa­
tion. By so doing they can keep at the head of 
the procession as well-informed Spiritualists.
turn the pages of the history of the past 

‘ ' year. ’The nation has passed through 
■ one of the most important and excit­

ing political contests ever recorded in 
the history of the world. Business of 

. all kinds has been In a paralyzed con­
dition, and a general feeling of diseon- 

‘ tent arid discouragement has been 
everywhere apparent. Strikes, evic­

" tlons and lockouts have been of fre- 
' quent occurrence. In the larger cities 

iiud towns of this nation suffering from 
hunger, cold and privations of ali kinds 
has been prevalent. But little money 

H has been in actual circulation, and no 
citizen has been in a position to give as 

" his heart might prompt him to the poor 
and needy around him, because of his 
own personal necessities. "

— Despite all these untoward circum­
stances and conditions, despite the 10,­

- 500 murders, 7,500 suicides, 200 lynch­
Ings and 175 legal executions, and other 
gruesome and awful calamities, our 

.'. great movement has made steady, aud, 
: I believe, permanent progress and

growth. Reports from various quarters 
, of the United States, and my personal 
’ observation In others, prove my claim 

to be true. People have asked more 
questions in regard to tbe status of 
Spiritualism, its purposes, and mission 
lu the world during the past twelve 
months than they did during the 
twenty-four months previous. There 
lias been a gradual but perceptible turn­
ing of tbe minds of tbe people to a con­
sideration of the Import of our phe­
nomena and their relation to the scien­
tific, philosophical and religious ques­
tions of the hour. This is marked es­
pecially in our literary circles, iu which 
the works of Lilian Whiting and Ricin 
a rd Hodgson have created a great fu­
rore and awakened an interest in Spir- 
Dualism. Perhaps the hard times have 
had something to do with this new in­
terest in things spiritual. The people, 
finding tbe temporal things of this life 
so uncertain, have sought something of 

• a different nature to interest and di­
vert tliclr minds. ‘ • :

SIGNS OF PROGRESS. '
This awakening is apparent to all who 

• will note tire Increased attendance at 
many Sunday services and camp-meet­
ings.' It is true that some camps re- 

< . port a decrease in attendance, but .the 
> financial stringency has simply been 
■ ’ greater in those localities than in the 

others, thereby making it impossible 
' for the people to leave their homes for 
even a brief vacation. People of all 
denominations have found Spiritualism 
.an object of interest and study because 
$f the light it throws upon the future

ists has filled mo with uew hope for 
the future of our movement. Friends, 
the cause of organization of Spiritual­
ists 1ms never been so strong as it is 
to-day. Our people now see that an 
organization does not mean a narrow 
erred, nor a dogmatic statement of be­
lief. They see that It does mean co­
operation for mutual aid and protec­
tion, on business principles. It has now 
become a medium through which they 
can obtain valuable as well as instruct­
ive information upon matters of the 
greatest, importance to them. They see 
that all co-operative bodies are asso­
ciated for the good of tbe people, hence 
serve their interests, rather than re­
tard them. They also perceive that or­
ganization is the surest and safest 
means of defending their religion from 
foes of all kinds, especially from those 
of our own household, and those who 
seek to legislate for the people. Hav­
ing discovered the value of this servant, 
they are rallying gladly around its 
standard, and, I trust, will soon be led 
to support it generously.

OTHER ENCOURAGING SIGNS.
Another sign that Spiritualism is 

growing in popular favor is the activity 
of our opponents, who are now organiz­
ing to crush Spiritualism and medium­
ship. Had our efforts at organization 
been less successful, they would not 
have been so greatly excited and wor- 
rled over the presence of Spiritualism 
in their midst, nor would they be en­
gaged in the laudable work of organiz­
ing their State and National Anti-Spirit­
ualistic Associations. They are afraid 
of an enlightened organization bearing 
tbe flag of Spiritualism, hence their 
anxiety to destroy it. They' are now 
co-operating to meet us with every form 
of organization,, local, state and lotion-, 
nl. This will serve, I hope, jo stop fur-, 
ther inspire qur people to ’eblist under 
one common banner in tbe_defetise of 
their religion, and cause them to work 
together as a-unit in an endeavor to 
perfect and strengthen our own brganh 
zatlons. < . • .

The most encouraging sign of prog­
ress that I have .found, during the past 
year is the earnest'effort of the most 
advanced Spiritualists to draw the line 
of demarkatlon ' between Spiritiiallsm 
and Spiritism—between a. genuine me-, 
•diuinsnlp and' its cburiteifelt represen­
tative. This demand for a truer, a 
higher Spiritualism on the part of the 
Spiritualists themselves has given Spir­
itualism a dignity It never has had be­
fore. It has led the secular press to re­
spect our public gatherings and to re­
port the proceedings fairly and impar-

YEAR OF ACTIVE WORK.
The National Association has had a 

year of active work. The executive offi­
cers have liad their hands full to keep 
up with tlie demands made upon them. 
The correspondence of both President 
and Secretary lifts been enormous, 
while the literary and office work h«s 
been quite extensive. The last annual 
convention placed an extra amount of 
labor upon the Board of Trustees. The 
proceeding’s of the convention were oi’- 
dercd edited nnd published under the 
supervision of the President, who was 
also directed to bring the history of the 
National Association down to date, and 
publish the same in pamphlet form. In 
connection with these, the reissue of 
certain tracts was also ordered in Jarge 
numbers for free distribution. I edited 
and revised the convention proceedings, 
and brought the N. S. A. history down 
to the time of tlie convention of 1896. 
They were both published early in Jan­
uary of this year, and placed on sale. 
The convention proceedings made a 
very readable aud instructive work of 
206' pages, while the history made a 
tasty pamphlet of 40 pages. It is sur­
prising to note aud sad to relate tbe foot 
that these works have had little or no 
sales. 1 pushed the report of the con­
vention wherever I went, but less than 
twenty dollars came to me for books. 
I had no success whatever in selling tlie 
history. Despite these discouraging 
features, I am so deeply Impressed 
with tho groat Importance of giving to 
the world the work of our annual con­
ventions in readable form, also with the 
idea of keeping a correct history of 
Spiritualism, that I ean most earnestly 
recommend your honorable body to di­
rect the publication of the proceedings 
of tlie present convention in the same 
general style of former years. I also 
recommend that the N. S. A. history be 
brought down to November 1, plates 
made of the same, and held for several 
years, until the present, stock of his­
tories is exhausted. Each year’s his­
tory should be thus written, and held in 
plated form for future use.

I am firmly convinced tliat an active 
interest in the N. S. A. literature on the 
part of the delegates would result in 
the sale of 1,000 reports every year, 
together with five times that number 
of histories. Each delegate to this con­
vention can find a sale for twenty 
copies each lu the vicinity of his or her 
home if the trial is only made. Conven­
tion enthusiasm does not sell these 
books, but home enthusiasm will. Our 
conventions are educational in the 
highest degree, lienee it is very essen­
tial that our people should have a' copy 
of tbe proceedings of every convention 
held. The cost of each volume is but a 
trifle, 25 cents each, a sum which every 
Spiritualist above ten years of age Can 
afford. Yet I am constrained to urge 
the publication of these annual reports 
even at a financial loss, so important 
do I consider the preservation of the 
records of our conventions to be. 
Therefore, I again recommend that our 
policy of former years be continued.

At a meeting ot the Board of Trustees 
held at the close of the last convention, 
I was granted a month’s vacation in 
order that'I might enjoy a much-needed 
rest, and prepare myself for my win­
ter’s work- But a u vacation: without 
work was impossible. I was called ;to 
various places and’tried to meet* tlie 
wishes of the people. . I had no.rest 
during this period, tor I ispeke twenty- 
one times in thirty’.iiayB; and turned, 
fifty, dollars in.mpney Into the N; S. A. 
treasury as the result of my work. I 

: received notfiing' fob '.expenses during 
this vacation period, the fifty dollars 
being .the entire receipts = from the 
twenty-one addresses mentioned. I 
visited societies in New York, Canada, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts and Maine 
during that'vacation, at a cost of a 
trifle over hinety-five dollars to myself.

Upon my return to headquarters, I 
found sufficient work on hand to keep 
Secretary Woodbury and a. stenogra­
pher, as well as myself, very busy for 
many weeks. . Correspondence of im­
portance had to be attended to; letters 
were sent regularly to the Spiritual pa­
pers, and occasionally to a secular pa-

Per, all bearing upon the progress and 
a lips of the N. S. A. Feeling the ne- 
qesffity of, keeping the treasury well 
supplied with funds, our stenographer 
and myself sent, out 110 hand-written 
letters to personal friends of your Pres­
ident, soliciting a holiday offering to 
Spiritualism through a donation to the 
N. S. A. Replies to these appeals 
brought in over $200 in money, besides 
awakening a personal interest in the 
work of the N. S. A, The results jus­
tified the expenditure of time and labor 
required in the writing of those letters. 
During December I. spoke on sundry 
occasions from the Ayashington plat­
form, and made one trip to Norwich, 
Copn., for bp© Sunday’s work. This 
returned $10 to the natipnaL body in the 
form of a special collection.

The last annual contention directed 
the Board of Trustees Ito complete the 
flies of the several Spiritualist journals, 
and have the’ sanle properly bound. 
This was done ip parts A few of tho 
missing numbers of pio Llglit of Truth, 
The Progressive Thinker and Banner of 
Light for the past few\ years were ob­
tained, but the files wore, not completely 
filled. The interest tg|ten in the com­
pletion of these flies;sbpuld be general. 
Our Spiritualist papers contain the only 
authentic history of our movement, 
therefore it is very important that the 
N. S. A. should haYq»a file of every 
paper ever published: ip. America in the 
interests df Spiritualism. There are 
files of the early’ Ehiirituallst journals 
that ean be obtaffi®, .Jf proper effort 
is made by the officers.of this associa­
tion. The comptei/sWAS of the Spirit­
ual Telegraph, and ks predecessors,’ 
contemporaries and;.lm|pedlate success­
ors would be inyaluataq to us now. If 
we wish tlie ftitureMij$torian to write 
the story of the p^gitss of Spiritual­
ism aright, -We must make It possible 
for him to do so, I again recommend 
that positive insfrimtlljns be given to 
the incoming Boara tq complete the 
files of all of our journals of the past 
and present time, tfjr The good of the 
Cause. The sum of $150 was appropri­
ated for this work last year. I am not 
aware that oue dollar qf it has as yet 
been used; if pot, £1 riir^e that this

also published liberal extracts from the 
addresses given, thereby placing the 
best thouglit of Spiritualism before the 
people.

The next grand mass convention was, 
held in Boston, Mass., ou February 2. 
Three sessions were held during the 
day, attended by large and very en­
thusiastic audiences. The best talent 
in New England, Including Trustee Ful­
ler, State Agent^ Ilateh aud Mrs. C. F. 
Loring, Mr. Moses Hull, and others 
equally’ able, took part in the exercises. 
The Boston secular press gave an excel­
lent report of this meeting, and com­
mented favorably upon its expression 
of thought. Tbe N. S. A. gained much 
by the advertising it received in this 
way. Nearly $50 net were returned to 
the N. 8. A, treasury. This meeting 
was planned by State Agent J. B. 
Hatch, Jr,, and was riaost successfully 
carried out.

The next grand mass-meeting was 
held in Brooklyn, N. Y„ February 3 
and 4. It, too, was very successful in 
every respect. Hon. A. H. Dailey and 
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kurth labored earn­
estly to make this meeting a signal tri­
umph in Brooklyn. Large audiences 
were iu attendance ou both days, and 
enthusiasm ran high. Secretary Wood­
bury, of the N. S. A., State Agents Mrs. 
E. F. Kurth and Frank Walker, Mrs. 
Tillie U. Reynolds, E. W. Sprague, N. 
8. A. missionaries, and other talent of 
equal rank and merit, worked loyally 
together to make tlie Brooklyn meeting 
a grand success. Nearly or quite $800 
;jn pledges, donations and collections 
were secured at this meeting. This 
sum was turned over to Mr. Frank 
Walker, State Agent of the N. S. A. for 
the State of New York, for the pur­
pose of organizing a State Association 
of Spiritualists in that State. This 
meeting was productive of much good 
in Brooklyn, us well as in the city of 
New York. The secular press gave ex­
tended reports of the meetings, and 
brought Spiritualism into prominence 
through an attempt to caricature some 
of the most eminent workers on the 
floor. A suit for libel was promptly 
threatened by Judge Dalley, but the 
Outcome of the same is at present uu-

TAfE GfHJRCtt OCTOPUS!

II Has ComtnunkuFIts' Mallpant Persecutions
With a Deadly Hatred,

AND ORDERED A MEDIUM TO LEAVE TOWN.

To the Editor.—I write you to-day to inform 
you that the preacher of the M. E. Church came 
to onr house dud said he was authorized by the 
Anti-Spiritual Society to give us a week’s notice 
to leave this town, and that if we did not go 
he would put us out. I told him I would leave 
when I got ready and not before.

HATTIE TIFFANY.
Minerva, Ohjb, Oct. 31, 1897.

amount be made ayallOjble for the same 
purpose this year. By. continuous and 
judicious advertising, these Illes can be 
completed during the/coming twelve 
months. ;

During the greater • portion of the 
month of January I was at work at 
headquarters in Washington, as out­
lined above. The January meeting of 
the Board of Trustee? directed me to 
take tbe field as a nilsslonary. On the 
29th of the month I ^egan my labors 
in Hartford, Conn. For the next sixty 
days I was constantly at Work. I trav­
eled rapidly from point to point, visit­
ing Massachusetts, Nqw York, Michi­
gan, Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio, Tennes­
see, Louisiana and’Georgia; I spoke 
seventy-six times in fifty-three days, 
and traveled more thgn 6.Q00 miles. 
Financially, this work'resulted in a to­
tal failure. After expanding all of my 
energy, time and strength, I found a 
deficit of $177.11 bn m£ hands. Of this 
sum tbe Ni 8.’ A.; has made up $75. I 
did not spare myself in.'the least on this 
trip. 1 tried by every mbftns known to 
me to create an Interest in the N. S. A. 
I threw my soul into tlib'wark, and vis­
ited tbe richest arid bqsf sections of this 
nation, but It availed! nothing financial­
ly. Tlie hard times had much to do 
with this result. ;lf pebple had nothing 
to give, nothing could ‘Reasonably be 
expected from therii. Wherever I went, 
I was well treated bothby the Spirit­
ualists and tlie outside world. I have 
no complaint to make, nor reflections to 
cast upon any brie for the financial fail­
ure of myl workssaye-bfi’arid' upon my­
self. T. did-my :lib$t,striathat best failed 
to aran. rinyiiiihgj i J. cofikL uot- receive 
what the people railed to .give, nor ask 
thenF to-' deny/themSelves -the' comforts 
of life to aSsIstpe'N, & J' .

" MASSi MEETINGS. • .
It was -voted ^tf tbe^sst- annual con­

vention :to holdtefie br?Sro'-grand mass 
meetings ehchf&qntli,* fprlhe next six 
or eight moriSis,';- The‘first , of this se­
ries waS held In Baltimot<£ January 7, 
under the -Immediate supervision of 
Trustee .Fiekey; ; The- Vree-Rresident, 
Secretary, Trustees Moulton and Ful­
ler, and your President took part in this 
meeting. Treasurer : Clendaniel and 
Trustee Fiekey itere also In attendance. 
This mass-meeting was a grand success 
and netted a .small sum to .the treasury 
of the National Association. The chief 
victory, however, was the standing it 
gave to Spiritualism In Baltimore. The 
press gave a fair and Impartial report, 
of. the proceedings of the meeting. It

kno?vn to me. This was one of two in­
stances In which Spiritualist speakers 
and mediums were abused by the press. 
Two of Uie most distinguished alienists 
of the New York bar, Judge Bell and 
Judge Albert Bach, spoke at tills meet­
ing, and were warmly welcomed by 
the Spiritualists in attendance. Excel­
lent work was done at this convention 
by all of tbe N. S. A. officials present, 
and J. W. Kenyon, Miss Lizzie Harlow, 
Mrs. May S. Pepper and all of the local 
speakers nnd mediums of Brooklyn.

I uext attended the grand mass con­
vention of Uie Michigan State Associa­
tion of Spiritualists at Lansing, Febru­
ary 5, 0 and 7. This meeting was under 
the auspices of the Michigan State As­
sociation, but the N. 8. A. had three 
representatives there In the persons of 
its President, Vice-President nnd First 
Trustee, Hon. L. V. Moulton. This three 
days’ convention was very largely at- 
tcuded, and left a marked impression 
for good upon tbe city of Lansing.

On the Oth of February, an all-dny’s 
mass-meeting was held in Owosso, 
Mich. This society has been a stanch 
supporter of the N. S. A. ever since its 
organization, and opened Its hall gladly 
to this mass-meeting. Large audiences 
were in attendance at every session, 
and the sum of $20 was realized from 
the collections taken. Miss Laura Mat­
lock, Mrs. Eva P. Hopkins, D. D. Strick­
land, E. H. Cherry and Mrs. E. M. 
Farnsworth worked with a will for the 
success of this meeting. I gave three 
set addresses on this occasion.

February 10 found me in Union City, 
Mich., where a very large audience 
greeted me In the evening. February 
11 and 12 I labored in South Bend, Ind., 
where I organized a society with nearly 
forty members. It is now a member of 
the N. S. A.. February 13 and 14 found 
me In .Ft. jVayne, Ind. These meetings 
were' In the nature of a revival, and 
large audiences were In attendance at 
every session. I was ably, assisted* by 
Bro. Geb.’ F. Perkins atid Dr. H. V. 
Sweringerl at this point'. February 15, 
16 and 17 I lectured in Bluffton and 
Muncie, Ind,' From this latter point I 
•went to Minneapolis, Minn., to attend 
another grand mass-meeting under N.' 
S. A.-auspices.' Our arisen brother, Dr. 
8. N. Aspinwall,' presided during the 
three days Of February 10, 26 and 21, 
and endeavored to interest the people 
In his usual kindly way. I gave nine 
addresses during these three days. 
Every one of the . nine sessions was 
largely attended and hundreds were 
turned away from the evening sessions

unable to find standing room. Hon. J. I 
O. Barrett, Hon. A. C. Dunn, Mrs. Em- 1 
ily Lepper, Mrs. Elise Braun and Mrs. i 
Bessie Aspinwall assisted In this work, 
The financial returns were large, but I 
they were made over to the Northwest- । 
era Association of Spiritualists, under I 
whose auspices the mass-meeting was i 
held; my expenses were borne iu full I 
by the Association, hence the N. 8. A. 
lost nothing from this meeting. It cost I 
me no little energy and strength, but । 
no more. The Northwestern Associa­
tion was in need of funds, and felt that 
the N. 8. A should reciprocate for fa- I 
vors received. Tlie Minneapolis papers 
gave excellent reports of the meetings, 
and placed Spiritualism in its true posi- ; 
tion us a religion before the people. <

I returned to Indiana, and iu six days I 
put in fifteen lectures, but the financial ; 
returns did not meet actual expenses. 
I tried the experiment in one place of 
taking au excellent test medium with 
me to assist in the work. We had 
crowded iiouses, but the receipts from 
the three sessions were only $8.05, 
whereas the expenses amounted to 
$19.55. This experiment was not im­
mediately repeated, February 28 I la­
bored in Nashville, Tenn,, where I bud 
large audiences. The object of this 
visit was to make arrangements with 
the authorities of the Tennessee Cen­
tennial Exposition to hold a grand mass 
convention upon the Centennial 
grounds in the autumn. As this con­
ference was the result of an invitation 
from the Centennial Commissioners, a 
date was quickly secured, and prelimi­
nary arrangements made for u four 
days’ meeting iu September. Of this 
meeting I will speak later.

From this point I went to New Or­
leans, La., where a three days’ mass 
convention had been planned. This 
meeting was a success from the. first. 
Our New Orleans auxiliary gave the N. 
8. A. the use of its hall, and did every­
thing in the power of its members to 
make the convention beneficial to tlie 
Cause. Prof. Silas W. Edmunds, Mrs. 
Loe F. Prior, Mrs. Dr. Hilligoss, Dr. 
J.N. and Mrs. Ella G. Magoou lent their 
assistance to the good work. Tbe at­
tendance increased from day to day, 
and ou Sunday, March 7, the largest 
hall In the city had to be secured for 
oui- exercises. Rev. Joseph Vital, pas­
tor of the Italian Methodist Church, 
and Col. David Zable, State President 
of the A. P. As., took part in our Sun­
day meeting. Crowds tyere in attend­
ance qnd all of our speakers and me- 
dlipus were at their best. The secular 
press gave extended reports of all ses­
sions, and sent reporters for special in­
terviews with mo as soon ns I reached 
the city. These reports aud interviews 
would give the average Spiritualist the 
Impression that he was reading oue of 
his own journals.

1 next went to Atlanta, Ga., where a 
two days’ mass convention had been 
planned for March 13 aud 14. This 
meeting was a signal success in the 
matter of attendance, but the financial 
returns were small. Rowland E. Web­
ster, Mrs. Loe F. Prior, Mrs. E. R. Will­
iams and Mr. A. C. Bryan pul forlli 
great efforts to have this meeting ro- 
dound to the good of Spiritiiallsm, and 
their labors were not lu vain. The Uui- 
tarian minister took part in the exer­
cises. and gave the visitors aud resident 
Spiritualists the right hand of fellow­
ship. The press of the city gave ex­
cellent reports of the meetings, aud 
commented favorably upon the person­
nel of the convention. The city of Atlan­
ta was certainly religiously awakened 
by this convention, whose influence will 
be more nnd more apparent as time 
passes on.

The next two mass-meetings were 
hold iu Columbus and Canton, O.. for 
the purpose of awakening an interest 
in the organization of a State Associa­
tion. Hon. L. V. Moulton, Willard .1. 
Hull and Miss Maggie Gaulo assisted 
iu the work at these places. The meet­
ings were planned by Chas. W. Taylor, 
State Organizer for the N. S. A. for 
Ohio, at)d were very successful. At 
Cuntou It was stated that more than 
3,200 people were turned from tbe ball 
for the want of standing-room. These 
meetings were honestly reported by the 
press, and the cause of organization 
given a great impetus through them. 
They were the forerunners of tbe great 
Stnte convention in May.

Another mass convention hnd been 
planned for March 19, 20 and 21 in Buf­
falo. N. Y. This meeting was in charge 
of Sjate Agent Frank Walker, aud was 
one of the most Important of tbe entire 
series. Vice-President Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Richmond, Hon. L. V. Moulton, Lyman 
C. Howe, Mrs. A. E. Sheets, J. H. Al- 
temus, E. W. Sprague, Geo. W. and 
Zaida B. Kates, and others, wore iu at­
tendance. The audiences filled the 
Spiritualist Church to overflowing, aud 
went away delighted with what they 
saw and heard. The press was not at 
all fair In its reports. Caricatures aud 
unkind remarks were freely indulged 
iu, aud ridicule resorted to in order to 
cast aspersions upon the Spiritualists. 
But our workers were equal to the oc­
casion. aud arose superior to every at­
tack. The dignity and high moral tone 
of the speakers left an impression upon 
the people of Buffalo that can never bo 
eradicated. This convention wns a 
great financial success. Under the in­
spiration of State Agent Walker and 
others the sum of $400 was pledged for 
or paid Into tbe treasury of the N. S. 
A. and $450 tor the benefit of the local 
society in Buffalo. These pledges are 
all good, and may safely be considered 
collateral security to-day.

’ The next mass meeting was held in 
Providence, R. I., April 21, under the 
efficient management of State Agent 
Mrs; Ida P. A. Whitlock. Three ses- 

: sions were held during tlie day, and 
Were’ participated in by many talented 
speakers from different sections of New 
England. The N. S. A. was repre­
sented- by Dr. Geo. A. Fuller, Mrs. 
Whitlock and myself. Great credit is 
due the local workers in Rhode Island- 
for the old’ rendered on . this occasion, 
A goodly sum was realized for tbe N.

’ .8. ;A. .treasury after all expenses had 
, been paid. State Agent Mrs.' Whitlock 
‘ has been a most faithful worker 
i throughout the year. Col. E. H. Prouty, 
. Mrs. Moy 8. Pepper and,Mrs. Sarah 
i Humes must not be forgotten for their 
i share In this work. This meeting 
i raised the question of a State Associa-

tion, and the good friends in Rhode 
Island did not rest until a strong As- / 
soelatloti had been organized. .

The last mass-meeting was held iij 
Nashville Tenn., September 23 to 20 In- 
elusive. I, was unable to be present, 
but the N. S. A. was well represented 
there. Our honored Vice-President, 
Mrs. Richmond; our Secretary, M-r. 
Woodbury, and Trustee Hon. L. V; 
Moulton were the direct representatives 
of our National body, while Mrs. Loe 
F- Prior and Col. O. H. Stockell, as 
'Missionary and State Agent of the Nt 
8. A., were our local representatives. It 
is impossible to give a full account of 
this meeting. No doubt the officials 
named will given full report of its pro­
ceedings. The -Associated and United 
Press Associations both gave extended 
as well as flattering notices of tho meet­
ing. The financial returns resulted in . 
$50 cash to our treasury. Too much 
praise canriot be given to the officials 
who planned and executed the work of . 
this convention. . :

This completes the list of mass-meet­
Ings held during the past year. The re­
suits are more than encouraging, and 
prove to trie that such meetings are a 
necessity. That they can be made a 
generous source of revenue is proved 
by the returns from the Brooklyn, But- 
falo and Boston meetings. If the right 
persons attend them as N. 8. A. repre­
sentatives, there is no reason why each 
meeting should not net the N. S. A. 
several hundred dollars each. But 
there is something more than money 
to be considered; It Is Ilie influence tliat 
such splendid gatherings exert over the 
communities where they are held that 
concerns this body most. It is true that 
we need money, but we need the atten-. 
tion of the tK'ople to a far greater dp- 
gi ve. 1, therefore, recommend tliat two 
grand mass-meetings be held each 
month by the N. 8. A. from December 
1 until June 1 next, in the large cities 
of the land. I further urge that a good 
financier be especially designated to at- 
mud these meetings lu the Interests of 
the- N. S. A. to solicit funds for Its 
treasury, and exercise a general super­
vision over the same.

GROVE MEETINGS.
It was voted by the lust convention: 

to instruct t'he Trustees to institute a . 
series of N. 8. A. grove mass-meetings, 
to be held during the summer months. 
This was not deemed practicable, and 
your Trustees took no action whatever 
In the matter. 1 believe that such meet­
Ings would be a good thing for this As- 
socintion. 'There are places where tho 
people would flock by thousands on 
such occasions, if an -opportunity were 
offered them. 1, therefore, recommend 
that the Secretary be instructed to ar­
range for ten grove meetings during the 
months of Muy, June, July, August and 
September of next year in such places ' 
as may be chosen by the Board. ’

STATE ASSOCIATIONS.
Lasl'ycnr I urged the formation of 

strong state Associations of Spiritual­
ists in every State iu the Union. The 
convention adopted my recommenda­
tion, and it has been my earnest en­
deavor to carry it Into effect.

Now York was the first to respond, 
about the middle of April. It swung 
Into line with a strong corps of officers-, 
nnd has already demonstrated Its use­
fulness to the Spiritualists of that 
Slate. Texas'was the next State to re­
spond. and has done good service oven 
in the six months of its existence. Ohio 
followed closely iu her wake, aud flung 
out the glorious bauuer of organization 
with every promise of success. Maine 
fell into Hue September 18. and was fol­
lowed by Rhode Island ou the Gth of 
October. :

The organization of these five States 
was accomplished through the earnest 
devotion and sacrifice made by special 
representatives in the enuse of organ­
ized effort coinuiissloned by the Nation­
al Association for this work. Frank . 
Walker, in tlie State of New York. was 
assisted by Dr. E. F. Butterfield, H. W. 
Richardson, Mrs. Matteson uud others. 
Tlie organization in 'Texas owes its ex­
istence to the efforts of Missionary Al­
len F. Brown, and State Agent Gluts W. . 
Newman. They had an able corps of 
local workers in the various portions of 
tlie state. Ohio was organized through 
the efforts of State Agent Chas. IV.Tay­
lor, who sacrificed several weeks of val- 
liable time nnd about one thousand dol­
lars out of his own pocket to do the 
work. For a young man. twenty-five 
years of age. this certainly proves his 
devotion to the cause of Spiritualism. 
The state of Maine fell into line largely 
through the efforts of Mrs. Viola A. B. 
Band, special organizer of the N. S. A. 
She was aided in her work by Mrs. M. 
J. Wentworth, Mrs. Cynthia H. Clark, 
A. W. Stewart, G. P. Herrick, A. C. 
Smith and others. The good work in 
Rhode Island is largely due to the cf- 
forts of Mrs. Ida P. A. Whitlock. State 
agent of the N. S. A.. Mr. Edward Bam- < 
ford, S. K. Doe, Mrs. M. S. Pepper, 
Mrs. Sarah Huiucs, and Col. E. H. 
Prouty.

Tils makes a total of five state asso­
ciations organized under the auspices 
of the N. S. A. during the past year. I 
attended four of these state conven­
tions in person, and presided over their 
deliberations to the best of my ability. 
I believe this work of organizing state 
associations should be continued, for 
legislation should be looked after by 
state associations. Ultimately stnte or­
ganizations should be the basic units of. 
the N, S. A. I recommend that this 
work of organizing state associations 
be pusbed vigorously by our trustees 
during the coming year.

CAMP-MEETING WORK.
Pursuant to Instructions from the 

last annual convention, special days 
were sought at every Spiritualist camp _ 
in the United States. Our request was 
at once granted, and N. S. A. days were: * 
given a special-place on the respective; 
programmes. I was booked for twelve 

' or more camps myself, and was to com- : 
mence my work about the middle of 
June. Unfortunately my health failed; 
me about the’ middle of May, and for - 
almost four months I was in a serious 
physical and ibental condition. I was 
forced to cancer all of my camp dates 
save four, viz., Queen City Park, Vt,' 

. Harwich, Onset and Lake- Pleasant; .
(Continued on page 5.)
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ft DEBftTE ON SPIRITOftLISM

field at Anderson, Ind., October 5, 6, 7 and 8

Between Moses Hull, the Veteran Spiritualist, and Elder W. R. Covert, tbe 
Leading Representative of all the Churches Arrayed Against Spir- 

itolism, with Ihe Intent to Suppress All !
Phases of Mediumship.

REV. MOSES HULL’S SECOND SPEECH.

RESOLVED: That Modern Spiritual­
ism in its Phenomena and Philosophy 
is in Harmony with the Teachings of 
History, Reason and the Bible.

MR. HULL AFFIRMS. ;
: Mr. Moderator, Ladies and Gentlemen:—I venture to 
say, if anybody had come in just as I was sitting down, 
.and listened to the speech you have just heard, they 
;would have no idea of anything I said or any point I 
made. Not a tiling that was said in all of his speech until 
,thp last sentence or two referred in the least to any of my 
arguments. They remain entirely untouched. The mat­
ter that he brings forward seems to me irrelevant; but if 
he will not follow me, I will be under the necessity of 
following him; and so we will follow his speech and see 
wliat we get out of it.

. He said it was one thing to affirm a proposition, and 
another thing to sustain it. That is quite true. What 
did I affirm? I affirmed that history, philosophy and the 
Bible teach Modern Spiritualism. Did I quote liistory to 
prove that? Well, you wouldn’t have thought I did; but 
I quoted from Mr. Johnson; I quoted from Mr. Addison; 
I quoted from Prof. Barrett; I quoted from Prof Crookes; 
I quoted the best men in every age of the world to prove 
it. But whether I proved it or not, is another thing. 
Well, I will let that pass, and take up the next. He says: 
“I have no use for that kind of a seance where tlie tricks 
are done in the dark-------- ”

Did I quote anything that was done in the dark? Now, 
this illustrates how easy it is to misapprehend. The man 
has got up a series of arguments against something he im­
agines to be Spiritualism, and really knows nothing about 
Spiritualism, or does not represent it correctly if he does. 
Did I say anything about anything being done in the 
'dark? Now, let me read a part of one of the testimonies 
T read a moment ago: “There is a wide difference be­
tween the tricks of professional conjurers, surrounded by 
their apparatus and aided by any number of concealed 
assistants and confederates, deceiving the senses by clever 
sleight-of-hand performances—on his own platform—and 
the phenomena occurring in the presence of Mr. Home, 
•which took place in the light, in a private room, which up 
to the last moment had been occupied.”

TESTIMONY OF A GREAT SCIENTIST.
That was one. I read another where he says it was done 

in the light, where there were two gas jets burning full, 
and a lighted candle. Is that in the dark? Did I read 
anything that occurred in the dark? Now I will read 
just one more. I quote now from ihe greatest scientist 
on eartli. I refer to Alfred Russell Wallace. Nobody 
disputes what I say about his being the greatest all- 
around scientist that fives. He says:

“I have had a spirit hand write a letter on paper placed 
. upon my lap, when the room was sufficiently lighted by 

gas for me to see distinctly the long lead pencil held in 
white fingers, and remaining in sight directly under my 
eyes until the writing was finished, when both hand and 
pencil disappeared. In a moment afterward the pencil 
was thrown upon the table close to our hands from a point 
opposite to where the medium sat. I have seen the faces 
oi spirit friends that have been within three feet of me, 
whose identity I could no more mistake than I could
fail to recognize members of my own family who are still 
in the material body. I have watched these faces con­
dense and form what seemed a luminous mass. I have 
seen them smile brightly and naturally Upon me, all in 
the light, I watched the moving of lips and heard whis­
pered messages of love and warning from absent friends.” 
- I read these things to show you how easy it is for a 
speaker to misapprehend his opponent and then reply lo 
his misapprehension, instead of to what liis opponent 
said. I am here, and 1 demand that he meet me, and not 
put up men of straw and knock them over. He has some­
thing more than a straw man to meet to-night.

DONE IN THE DARK.
But I will go on with his next assertion. He again 

says; “This thing was done in ihe dark, etc.”
Will he throw away every Bible miracle that was done 

in the dark? Four-fifths of the miracles of the Bible 
were performed in the dark. Will he throw the Bible 
away on account of that? The Spiritual manifestations 
upon which I am to build Spiritualism in this discussion 
are not manifestations that occurred in the dark, but in 
the light. Let me give him a few Biblical texts which 
will help him out in this matter.

Nicodemus went to Jesus by night. (John iii., 2.) 
Brother Covert says he wouldn’t hare done it. lie is 
afraid of the dark, etc. I have no doubt he is afraid in 
the dark.

It was in the night the Lord appeared to Isaac (Gen. 
xxvL, 24). And Jacob’s wrestle with God Almighty was 
in the night (Gen. xxxii., 24-26). It was in the night that 
God made his great promise to Jacob (Gen. xlvi., 2). It 
was in the night that the manna fell from heaven (Ex. 
xvi., 13). The quails were sent in the night also. Ba­
laam’s seance with Almighty God was in the night (Num­
bers, 22d chapter). It was in the night tliat the ange 
killed 185,000 Assyrians (II. Kings, xix., 35). It was in 
the night that God appeared to Solomon and promised 

■ him such extraordinary wisdom (II. Chron, i., 7). The 
miracle of the parting of the Red Sea was done in the

in Spiritualism done in tbe dark, he will find more than 
I shall quote. ' '

' SEEKING A SIGN.
Now, he says: “Bring one of them, that is, the manifes­

tations, here; let’s see these manifestations, etc.”
Yes, they have wanted that in every age of the world— 

to see. God said to Moses: “Watch the people, set bounds 
about, lest they break through to gaze, lest God break 
forth upon them.” Why, it was death by the law to up­
lift the cover of the ark of the covenant, because they, 
were in danger of gazing. They did it because of that.

Well, now they talk about—“oh, Jet it be done Jiere.” 
Just exactly what they said to Jesus. My friend has his 
share of those old Pharisees’ wants. I will quote a little 
Bible at him. Paul says: “As it was in the days of old, so 
shall men. resist the truth; and as Jannes and Jambres 
withstood Moses, so do men of corrupt minds resist tlie 
twill.” How did they resist the truth? I answer, by 
saying they could perform the same things—and they 
eoulfi do and perform something as much like Moses’s 
tricks as a horse chestnut is like a peach. I have seen 
my friend undertake the same thing, and he came just 
about as near copying the works of Spiritualism as a 
green horse chestnut is like a peach. No Spiritualist that 
ever saw any Spiritualism could compare one of the 
things that Mr. Covert ever did to represent Spiritualism, 
to anything he ever saw in Spiritualism.

SLATE-WRITING, TIN HORNS, ETC.
The next thing he objects to then is, “slates, tin horns 

and black rags,” etc., etc., etc. Well, that is terrible, is 
it not? Are we not sorry that God Almighty went up 
into a mountain, and there wrote the ten commandments 
with liis own fingers upon two tables of stone? If he had 
taken advice from my good brother, Elder Covert, He 
would not have done it. Covert would have said, “God, 
that’s a mistake. Now, don’t do anything of that kind. 
You will have folks talking about slates, etc., if you do 
that.” But I read in Ex. xxxi., 18: “And God gave unto 
Moses, when he had made an end of communing with 
him. upon Mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of 
stone, written with the finger of God.” Now, if the fin­
ger of a spirit happens to write on that table of stone it 
is terrible.

Try the slate-writing once more. Ex. xxxii., 16: “The 
tables were the work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables.”

And the tin horns—oh, that is awful! But, bless your 
soul! don’t you know ihe ten commandments were spoken 
through a horn? Had you forgotten that? Don’t you 
know that John says, when he was on the island of 
Patmos, in a spiritual condition there, he saw the vision 
of a trumpet talking to him? . So the Bible says (Rev. i., 
10; I believe, also, iv., 1, and several other places). To 
this Brother Covert would decidedly have objected.

BELIEVING IN IMMORTALITY.
Now, we will go on. “The great mass of Christian peo­

ple believe in the immortality of the soul.” I know they 
do. There isn’t one in a thousand of them can give any 
reason for believing it, to save his life. Bisbop Foster is 
a great man—a glorious man—a Methodist man, and he 
wrote a book on immortality, the first paragraph of which 
says: “On the subject of immortality, nothing is positively 
known.” There it is. I paid $1.25 to that Methodist 
Bishop for that book, for him to tell me he doesn’t know 
anything on the subject of which he was writing; and, 
ladies aud gentlemen, that is the truest statement in the 
book.

; Bishop Brooks said almost the same words: “We know 
nothing of it.” Prot Grimes, right here on the platform, 
said: “Science carries men to the grave, and beyond that

Lord,” thdl wits'all the testimony they had the Lord was 
there. When this one comes he says,.“I who do thia am 
your hrotiwr, your father, your friend, your neighbor”— 
that when ihey come they always claim to be some of the 
departed, and when they tell that which we know is 
known only to the departed, and other things of that 
kind, we mt tins^and that together and say “yes.” I re­
ceived a dpzeu letters to-day. I did not question the 
authenticity of one of them—not one of them. The 
name was eigned/and they told me things I would have 
expected td/hear f^om those individuals. We decide now, 
we decide ’(in Spiritualism in just exactly that way. We 
take tjie evidences and weigh them. There’s a phenom­
enon—that’s the first thing. Wliat produced that? ■' What 
caused that? We examine that awhile and we find no 
other cause, and no other cause can be presented, and 
ihen we take their testimony and say, “Yes, you say you 
are spirits of the dead; and we believe it, for you have 
proved it” / ,

Mr. Covert says: “A rap doesn’t prove it is a spirit.”
Then, he says, “I will duplicate any manifestation they 

will bring.” So would Jannes and Jambres. they prom­
ised, in the seventh chapter of Exodus, that they would 
duplicate anything that Moses would do. And Paul says 
men of corrupt minds will try that in every age of the 
world. I wouldn’t wonder if it were true. He says he 
will duplicate anything. I saw his duplication, oh, yes, J 
saw his duplication. I know when they undertook, he 
and another friend, who is here on this platform, to give 
five teste before an audience. I saw when they were lay­
ing their plans how that was going to be done. I got the 
proper “code”, they used before they got it. I could do 
better than Brother Covert did. They failed on two of 
the teste, in spite of all they could do. If Brother Becker 
had chosen me/ instead of Brother Covert, 1 guarantee 
I could give everyone of those five teste. He failed. I 
won’t tell you why he failed. That will come up by and 
by. After they said they would do it, they failed on the 
tests; that is enough. In all Spiritualism nobody ever 
heard of any (eats being given in that way, and yet they 
palmed Hint off on novices in Spiritualism as a duplica­
tion of Spiritualistic phenomena!

. ' . -DEMANDING A SIGN.

therb can be no divine soul in man, no inspiration from 
God. If there be a soul in man, and no infinite 
soul, there can be no inspiration, no progress, no divine 
ideals of perfection to charm on to the spiritual levels. 
And if there be a God and a soul in man, and no vital 
connection between them, there can be no progress to­
ward perfection, no transcendent ideas, no inarch of man 
for the Morning Land, ihe new Atlantis.

“Religion as an Jiistoric fact, then, involves these three 
great central ideas: First, God, the all-in-all; second, a 
divine correlative element in man; and, third, a vital con­
nection between God and man.

“The fraternity of souls and the identity of God rests 
at last upon the identity of the original substance of each 
being. If human spirits are tlie children of God—if the 
idea of the fatherhood of God be not a delusion, then the 
substance of the Creator is the foundation of each soul. 
The identity of the primordial essence of the human and 
the divine spirit is the only logical basis, and it is on this 
foundation alone that religion itself is possible.”

There, ladies and gentiemen, is spiritual philosophy, 
given by one of our greatest philosophers and lecturers 
and adopted by many Spiritualists, But we will let that 
go and pass on to the next.

Kidneyi Rladder Troubles"
QUICKLY CURED.

we cannot see.” The Adventists, a large and respect­
able class of Christians, a people who believe their Bible 
as much as anybody I ever saw in my life, as honorable 
aud as thoughtful men as we have in the world, say the 
Bible does not teach the immortality of the souh So, 
when you tell us the Bible teaches immortality, and that 
universal Christianity is satisfied on that point, you are 
mistaken. Outside of the spiritual manifestations in the 
Bible, you ean find no evidences of immortality. If you 
find a text that seems to infer that man is immortal, you 
find another one that says, “the dead know not anything, 
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of 
them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred and 
their envy is now perished. Neither have they any more 
a portion forever in anything that has been under the 
sun.” (Eccles, ix., 5.) Does that teach the immortality

night (Ex. xiv., 20, 21; Psalm Ixxviii., 13, 14). Daniel’s 
wonderful wisdom was given to him in a night vision1 
(Daniel ii., 19).

'■ Job says: “For God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man 
perceiveth it not •

"“In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep 
Ealletli upon men, in slumberings upon the bed.

“Then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their 
■ instruction.

“That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and 
hide pride from man.”—Job xxxiii., 14-17.
; It was in the fourth watch of the night that Jesus 

' talked on the water (Mat xiv., 25; Mark vi., 48). Jesus 
prayed all night My friend Covert wouldn’t do that; 

f he wouldn’t be guilty of praying in the dark. AR these 
Wonderful things occurred in ihe night 'Peter was deliv­
ered from the prison in the night (Acte xit, 6). Paul 

■ and Silas were delivered fronrprison in the night (Acte 
'ivi., 25-27). Paul held a night seance with the angel 
(Acte xxiii., II)! The ten commandments were given in 
the dark, and the Bible says God dwells in the midst of 
thick darkness (I. Kings, viii., 12). Let that answer his 
night argument If he will find as many manifestations

of tlie soul? I think not
Now, let us examine the next statement of my friend. 

It is this: “Some medium has rocked a table or tooted a 
horn, and that teaches immortality.”

Well, now, suppose a table rocks, is there any harm in. 
that? That is sometimes done by a spirit power; is there 
anything wrong in that? It was so in the Book 
of Acts. You go to the Acts of the Apostles, iv., 31, and 
read it: “And the disciples prayed—and the place was 
shaken.” All of the furniture was rattled there. ‘‘That 
is no proof there was a spirit there,” my respondent would 
say, “the spirit of God had nothing to do with that.” 
Don’t you see how easy it is to make groundless asser­
tions?

INTELLIGENCE BACK OF RAPS, ETC.
Nobody ever presented the fact that a noise or a rap 

is an evidence of Spiritualism—that argument has never 
been made yet. I said nothing of the kind, did I? And 
yet my friend, Covert, has replied to that thing all the 
way through. I presented the fact tliat there is no earth­
ly way of producing that manifestation, no person being 
within three feet of that table; and that it was in a well- 
lighted room. Let me just give you one fact Here we 
come to where Mr. Crookes—I should say Sergeant Cox— 
who was Queen Victoria’s lawyer and was at the head of 
one of the subdivisions of that committee appointed by 
the Dialectical Society to investigate Spiritualism. That 
committee divided itself into six sub-committees. Each 
sub-committee goes to work in its own way. Every one 
of them come out Spiritualists. Sergeant Cox saw that 
the table moved with ihe hands on the tables but that he 
feared that was unconscious muscular action. Then he 
would not allow them to touch the table at all. Finally 
he would not allow them to stand on their feet. He com­
pelled them to kneel on their chairs in a fully-lighted 
room, and put their hands on ihe backs of their chairs— 
no hand within three feet of the table. The table moved. 
He marked the legs of the table; He would request it io 
move such a length; or such a distance northwest It 
would move. He would , apply liis compass. He would 
find it was exactly northwest He measured the distance? 
It was eighteen inches. He found an intelligence con­
nected with it ' . - . . - • •

NATURE OF TESTIMONY. . .
Now, what I say is,-that when the ten commandments 

were spoken, and the one tliat spoke them said, “I am the

“Do it herb; do it now; do it in our presence,” is the 
continued cry. of these men.

Luke iv., 23r27, reads as follows: “Ye will surely say 
unto me this proverb, Physician heal thyself; whatso­
ever we have lidard done in Capernaum, do also here in 
thy country. * * ♦ But 1 tell you of a truth many 
widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the 
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when 
great famine was throughout all the land. But unto none 
of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a eity of Sidon, 
unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were 
in Israel in the1 time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of 
them was cleansed saving Naaman the Syrian.”

Titis was true; over and over Jesus’ enemies asked Him 
lo do something in their presence. Every time they put 
Him to the test'He failed.

“Give us a ^ign,” they demanded over and over again. 
He responded, “Inhere shall no sign be given.” I say ex­
actly the same thing now Lo you. There shall no sign 
be given to youfi You are not the right ones for that. 
You belong to Ilfat class among whom Jesus could do no 
mighty mjpacle^ (Mark vi., 4-6). They seized Jesus. 
“Now,” said thejv “we have got Him,” and he failed.

He gave'4ests to Nathaniel, to Zaceheus, to the woman 
of Samarid; Hq^aid to her, “Go and call thy husband.” 
She said, ^1 haye no husband.” He said, “Thou hast 
well said ‘L have-no husband,’ for jhou hast had five hus­
bands, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband; in 
that saidstqiiou truly.” Look at the tests he gave her.

Now, th^t fellqjv says that we give no such teste. Why, 
they caught Jqsuq and tied him; they said we’ve got him 
now,-.. We’ll tty him; ■ Take this pocket-handkerchief, 
and they absolutely blindfolded Jesus so He could not see. 
And when He iyas blindfolded, they slipped up behind 
Him and struck Him, and then sprang away and de­
manded who it was that hit Him. Jesus could not tell. 
As sure as you are alive they beat Him, just as my friend 
would beat his followers if he bad a chance. And when 
they got Jesus on the Cross, then the ministers—how 
strange that is—the priests did this mocking-Mhey gen­
erally do. Tbe ministers came around and they said: 
“Aha! alia! Thou that tearest the Temple down and rear- 
cst it again in three days, come down from the Cross and 
we willbelieve.” Jesus did not come down, and the poor 
infidels had to die infidels, just as I am afraid my friend 
will. He didn't come down—they beat Him. Now, my 
friend says, we will beat you just as easy as our friends 
beat your friend Jesus. Well, come on. That is ail I 
have to say. We are willing to be beaten just as our Mas­
ter was. But we will let that matter go now, and pass on 
to something else.

“He comes -with miserable clap-trap, low, miserable 
stuff.” Did you hear any clap-trap in my speech? Did 
you hear any “low, miserable stuff” in my speech? I wish 
my friend had not- quite so many adjectives. I believe 
his speech would tell better on the audience. Now, if I 
dealt in clap-trap or low, miserable stuff, you know it, so 
I believe I will not reply to that.

Next he says: “Now, I don’t want to live again if I 
can’t do more than to write a message—a communication 
—on a miserable slate, or talk through miserable horns.”

Well, now, if the slate and the horn were in very great 
misery, I would let them rest a little while until they 
got through with their pain, and then I would talk about 
it. Who said the spirits could not do more than that? 
If God could not have done more than that, and refused 
to do that because he never had done any more, we would 
never have had the ten commaiffiments he spoke through 
a “miserable” horn. He wrote the ten commandments 
on a “miserable slate,” and Moses broke the “miserable” 
stones all to pieces and Jehovah had to write the “miser­
able” commandments over again on another “miserable” 
stone.

The next thing Mr. Covert says is: “To say that spirit 
is God is Pantheism.” Very well, then, Jesus was a Pan­
theist. . /That is all I have to say about tliat. I do not care 
whether you call it Pantheism or not. It makes no differ­
ence to me. I never tried to define God. You can’t de­
fine God. The moment God is defined he is no longer 
God. You have to surround him with definitions to de­
fine him. You have to get outside of God to do that I 
can’t do it—I will uot try to do anything of ihe kind.

He next tests the philosophy of Spiritualism. He tests 
it by putting the same question to different mediums at 
different times. That question was: “Where was some­
body’s head, etc.” How profound that logic, isn’t it? 
That’s the way he tries the philosophy of Spiritualism. 
1 wonder that Harvard hasn’t sent for him to take the 
ehair of logic in its college; when he gets off such im­
mense logic as that he must have absorbed the ghosts of 
Whately, Mill and Hedge. If anybody in the world can 
see anj' connection between his premise and his conclu­
sion, I would be very glad to have him show me where 
and what it is.

Now, he says I quote the opinions of Johnson and such 
men as that, etc., they are only opinions.

Ladies and gentlemen, I leave it to you, did I quote 
ihe opinion of anybody? I deny it emphatically. Now, 
let me read the first part of that quotation over to you: 
“That the dead are seen no more, I will not undertake 
to maintain against the concurrent and universal testi­
mony of all ages and nations.” Is that an opinion? It 
is not an opinion at all. What is it? It is the testimony 
of all men in the world that have seen the dead. Seeing 
is one tiling, and au opinion is another and very different 
tiling. ’

You May Have a Sample Bottle of 
the Great Discovery, Dr.

Kilmer’s Swamp-Root, 
Sent Free by Mali.

People doctor their troubles and try different meth 
«nea so often without benefit, that they get dl^ 
couraged ami skeptical, lu moat such case# serious 
mistakes are made iu doctoring and not knowing 
what our trouble is or wliat makes us atek, The un- 
^ evidence# of kidney trouble are pain or 
dull ache lu tho back, too frequent desire to past 
water, scanty supply, scalding irritation. As kidney 
disease advances the face looks sallow or pale, eye! 
puffy, the feet swell, aud sometimes the heart acts 
badly. Should further evidence be needed to find 
out the cause of sickness, then set urine aside for 
twenty-four hours; a sediment or settling Is also 
convincing proof that our kidneys and bladder need 
doctorlug.
„ The mud and extraordinary effect of Dr. Kilmer’s 
Swamp-Root, the great kidney aud bladder remedy, la 
soon realized. It stands the highest for Its won­
derful cures, gold by druggists; Price fifty cents and

*M>uar. 8° universally successful hrs Swamp* 
Hoot been In quickly curing even the most distressing 
cases, that tf you wish to prove Its wonderful merit 
you may have a sample bottle and a book, bath sen8 
absolutely free by mall. Mention The Progressiva 
Thinker, and send your address to

DR. KILMER & 60.,
Binghampton, N. Y.

The fact that this liberal offer appears lu this paper 
1b sufficient guarantee of Its genuineness. 416

Oat of the Depths Into the Light. 
nBy S^?el. BoviMj M«- Carrie E. 6. Twlng, me* 
Alum. Tbit little book will be read with Intense In* 
wrest by thousands. Price 25 cents.

NEW'THOUQHT? ■
Volume I. Nicely bound In clolb, 579 Urge, beautf. 

fully.primed pueu. Portrait, of aeverel Sr the beat 
•poaltera and medluma. The matter all —Iglnal and 
presenting In an attractive form tbe highest nbaaeot the Spiritual Philosophy. By Mobbs &. PriM 
only 11.50. For sale at this office.

Volume U. 881 pages, beautifully printed end 
yr61? komid. Original mailer. Six portraits. Cloth 
bound, 75 cents. By Hobbs HuU. M eale at Uri office,

THE RIGHTS OF MAN/1
By Thoma; Paine. Parts I and yt Being ai 

answer to Mr, Burke’s attack upon file Frenri 
KwM*8”" pseea- ^

EDITH BHAMLEY’S VISION.
A. thrilling appeal to all who are Interested in learn 

Ing how the great force# of the Roman CathoUt 
Church are seeking to control all movements pet 
lining to human progress that are in onpodtion k 
heir dogmatic religious teachiurt, Prjba 15 Dania 
for sale at thia office.

The Y. P. S. I. *
It is desirable tliat the above letters become fully fa­

milial- to all Spiritualists. They mean the Young People’s 
Spiritual Institute.

This is an organization for young men and women in­
terested in Spiritualism to meet every Tuesday night in 
each locality, under a perfected co-operative system. The 
plans are the result of mature thought and long experi­
ence. There are a number of young people’s societies, 
unions, clubs, elc., connected with local societies of Spir­
itualists. It is very needful that all shall come into one 
form of organization. Whilst the name amounts to little, 
yet it is well to have a distinctive title that will not con­
flict with the Christian young people’s societies. They 
have the Endeavorers, Leagues, Unions, etc., but none 
use the name of Institute. This word is applied to edu­
cational bodies, and is pertinent to our young people’s 
organization, because it will seek for mental and spiritual 
education. The study of psychic law and development of 
psychic powers will be a special feature. But social cul­
ture and a fraternal esprit will be a dominant factor. The 
need is great to insure social protection to the young Spir­
itualists.

The Y. P. S. I. has a great work in hand, and is already 
doing it. The local institutes now holding meetings re­
port that tlie interest is so wonderful that the good re­
sults are astounding. At the late convention of the N. 
S. A., held in Washington, D. C., it was unanimously re­
solved to recommend the organization of Young People’s 
Spiritual Associations. A number of delegates spoke 
highly in favor of tlie plan.

The Y. P. S. I. received general favor, and the per­
fected plan was much admired. Many promised to urge 
the organization of an institute by their local society. 
Numerous letters of approval are being received from 
prominent Spiritualists, and institutes are being agitated 
in hundreds of places. It is a movement that will spread 
like wildfire! It is the spirits’ newest project for the 
help of Spiritualism, and its mission is to teach Truth. 
The slogan for the Institute is, “The light of truth shall 
shine unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”

Who will help this great work? Surely, every earnest 
Spiritualist will do so! Write to me for helps. Frater­
nally, G. W. KATES.

Rochester, N. Y.

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.
He next tells a story about somebody' who says glory, 

glory, glory—that, he says, is the Spiritual philosophy. 
Now, I want to show you what the Spiritual philosophy 
is. The Spiritual philosophy starts out with the idea 
that God is a spirit I said then I didn’t like the reading 
of the text;-! would rather have it read. Spirit is God. 
The reason why I would like to have it read so—I did not 
present it as. evidence, because he and I had a kind of 
private agreement that we would stick to the King James 
version of the Bible—the reason why I would rather have 
it read that WaV is because that is just exactly the way 
the text reads ii the Greek, and it cannot possibly be 
translated any other way than Spirit is God, and I believe 
it. I don’t want to say there is a spirit whose name is 
Lukens, another by the name of Millspaugh; there is one 
spirit who reports' for one paper, and there is another who 
reports for qnother, and another in the audience which 
is God. I want to say spirit is God wherever it is, and 
God is spirit'teherkver God is. The spirit is God, and you 
and I, as mu$h qj spirit as we have, have the essence of 
the Deity in ijb, and that is what makes us spiritual beings 
and our philosophy a spiritual philosophy.

Now, let us see whether the Spiritualists have any phil­
osophy. He goes.to the mediums for philosophy, and if 
he knew mediums as well as I do, it is the last place he 
would go for anything of that kind. I go to those who 
explain the modus bperandi of the manifestations. Me­
diums give ns the phenomena. I will quote from one of 
opr finest, iaspir^ mediums,that.is appealing medium. 
I refer .to the late Selden J. Finney, of this State. He 
says: -

“Hpw is Teliglop possible to man? On the ground of 
iliree great ideas, .Firsts an infinite spiritual reason and 
causation. . Second, a representative divine or spiritual 
nature in man. • Third, the inspiration of the second by 
the first. (That is/the inspiration of man from God.)

“The absence of either of these great fundamental con­
ditions renders religion impossible. If the Deity be aero

WHY 18 IT?
Some find work ■where some find rest,. 

And so the weary world goes on.
I sometimes wonder which is best;

The answer comes when life is gone.
Some eyes sleep when some eyes wake, 

And so the weary night hours go.
Some hearts beat where some hearts break. 

I often wonder why ’tis so.
Some will faint where some will fight; 

Some love the tent and some the field.
I often wonder who are right— 

The ones who strive or those who yield.
Some hands fold where other hands 

Are lifted bravely in the strife, 
And so through ages and through lands 

Move on the two extremes of life.
Some feet halt where some feet tread, 

In tireless march, a thorny way;
Some struggle on where some have fled;

■ Some seek when others shun the fray.
Some swords rust where others clash;

• Some fall back where some move on;
Some flags furl where others flash 

Until the battle has been won.
Some sleep on while others keep 

The vigils of the true and brave.
They will not rest till roses creep 

Around their name above a grave.
—Father Ryan.

COMEADES.

After all, we’re brethren—no matter where we be— 
We folks that coax the soil to life, or yon that sail the sea; 
Don’t matter where they jilace us—don’t matter where 
.. we roam, .
This world, for all its trials, is still our home, our home!
I mean while we’re a-livin’ here—on this here morta
. side—. . ■ • • '■ : :
And so, when night is failin’ let’s throw the windows 

wide . •
And let the lamps thine out! Because, wherever we may 

roam,'
This world, until we reach tbe next, is still our home, our 

home! —Atlant^ Constitution.
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HUMAN CULTURE MURE
MARRIAGE, SEXUAL DEVEL­

OPMENT, AND SOCIAL 
UPBUILDING.

BYE. D.BABBITT, M. D.,LL.D<

A molt excellent end very valuable work, by tho 
Dean of the College of Fine Forces, and author of 
other important volumes on Health. Social Science, 
Religion, etc.

Price, cloth, 75 cents* For sale al this office*

WO IN ONE
A COMBINATION OF

“The Question Settled” and “The 
Contrast” Into one Volume.

BY MOSES HULL.
Thia highly Instructive and interesting work Is t 

combination Into one volume of two of Hr. HuUM 
splendid works. By this arrangement the cost is such 
that the reader is enabled to secure the two books 
comDlnod at the same price as was formerly asked 
for them separately. This volume con tains 462 pages 
and Is handsomely bound tn cloth, and contains an ex­
cellent portrait of tho author.

THE QUESTION SETTLED
Is a ca/tfu' wmparfson of Biblical and Modern Spirit 
oallsm. No book of the century has made so mahy 
converts to Modern Spiritualism as this. The author’! 
aim, faithfully to compare the Bible with modem 
phenomena and philosophy, has been accomplished. 
The adaptation of Spiritualism to the wants of human* 
Ity; Its moral tendency; the Bible Doctrine of angel 
ministry; the spiritual nature of man, and the objeo 
Dons offered to Spiritualism, are all considered in th( 
light of the Bible, nature, history, reason and commo# 
tense, and expressed clearly and forcibly.

THE CONTRAST
consist# of a critical comparison of Evangelicalism 
and Spiritualism. It is a most able production, and 
is a perfect etoreboure of facts for those who wish 
to defend Spiritualism, or find arguments against thfl 
assumptions of Orthodoxy.
PRICE $1, FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.

SEERS OF THE AGES.
Embncins BptritunUsm, put and present. By J 

M. Peebles,11. D. An encyclopiniia of lauseslaj 
and initnicttTe tecta. Price Hip. -

BIBLE OF BIBLES.
ByKBreeyGmvei, UvIUwetlyaypsruesi. EHottlM

THOMAS PAINE.
■ - W*a He Junius? ,
•rWin. Henry Burr. Price 15 centa, - '

' GOSPEL OF NATURE?
ByM.KSbcnainmdWm. P.Lyna. A book replan 

Wit Spiritual truths. Price 51.00.

THEGODS.
ByCel.il. G. Ingettolt A pamphlet nt <0 Mun 

WottbltaareigMtaguld. Price 30 rent*.

ByCel.il
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Exorcising a Ghost
The Bishop of Ixmdon is a man

“ftNTIS

embers of the Anti­
Spiritualist Convention, which 
met at Anderson, Ind., are de­
termined to harass Spiritualists 
by having odious laws enacted

Old .Orchard, Me.

Way side Jottings. , .•

Volume I. Nicely bound in cloth. 67? large, beauti­
fully printed pages. Portrait? of several of the Leal 
speakers and mediums. The matter all original 
preientlDglnan attractive form the highest’phase oi 
the Spiritual Philosophy. Price, only |i,w. ?
Aeu> Thought.

Volume II. 884 pages, beautifully printed and 
nicely bound. Original matter. Six portraits. Cloth 
hound, 76 cents. -
Joan, the Medium.

The Real Issue.

Alt About Devils.
Or, an Inquiry as to whether Modern Spiritualism 

and other Great Reforms come from Uta Satanta 
Majesty and His Subordinates in the Kingdom of 
Darkness, w pages. By Moses Hull. Price, 15 cent*.
Jesus and the Mediums,

or Christ and Mediumship,

The Spiritual Birth, „ .
or Death and Its To-Morrow. ,

The Quarantine Raised. ;
Or the Twenty Years Battle Against a Worker 

Ended. Price W cents. - . -;:
HpirllualuSongster. . a i

By Mattie E. Hull. Thirty-eight of Mrs. Hull’# 
sweetest songs, adapted to popular music, for the uso 
of congregations, circles and families. Price, lOcts^ 
or 16 per hundred.
The Mediumlstic Experience

of John Brown,

Was John Calvin a Murderer?
Price. 5 cents. 9

For Salo at the Office of The Pro#*! 
gressive Thinker. M

HRMWIM TO CHRISTIANITY?
THEY HAVE ALREADY COMMENCED THEIR 

FARIOUS WORK.

DR. H. V. SWERINGEN RECEIVES 
A VERY PECULIAR LETTER 
FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF 
THE NATIONAL ANTI-SPIRIT­
UALIST ASSOCIATION - WHAT 
DOES IT MEAN7-ANOTHER SEY­
BERT COMMISSION REPORT?
As is well known, the term “Anti" is 

defined to lie "against,” “opposed to.” 
This opposition is supposed to be. based 
upon the falsity and uusoundiiess of the 
thing opposed. We very naturally con­
clude, therefore, that every member of 
the National Aidi-Splrltualist Associa­
tion is lu possession of knowledge of 

i the falsity of the claims of Spiritual­
. ism, otherwise they would not have 
. joined it. No sensible man would by 

joining such a society commit himself 
to the condemnation of that which he 
knew nothing about.
. Indeed, one of the most prominent 

. members of the National Anti-Spirit­
ualist Association, if not the prime 

. mover iu its organization, the Bev. W.
R. Covert, who recently presumed to 

■ publicly debate the question, rusbljig.
In where much abler preachers feared 

- to tread, viz., the denunciation of the 
truth of Modern Spiritualism, this man 
Covert, with the assurance that is al­
ways born of ignorance, publicly as­
serts tbat Spiritualism is all “a hum­
bug, a cheat and u lie.” Tlie natural 
inference Is, therefore,, that all of his 

■ associate members, of the association 
are of the very same opinion or knowl­
edge based upon a satisfactory (to 
them) Investigation of the subject. 
Notwithstanding these considerations, 
Hie following letter from no less a per­
sou than the Vice-President of the Na-‘ 

■ lional Anti-Spiritualist Association, 
- clearly indicates that he, at least, is not 

yet satisfied with bls investigation of 
ihe subject, and desires to pursue it 

■ further. But, 1 ask In all candor, how 
can he pursue it in an unbiased or un­
prejudiced manner, holding the position 
that he does? Perish the thought that 
he ean do so! It is too supremely self- 
evidently unnatural that he can. His 
letter reminds me of oue that I received 
a few years ago from the Rev. Dr. J.

■ M. Buckley, editor of tbe New York 
Christian Advocate, in which he writes 
as follows:

“I will be obliged if you will write 
me a brief outline of the kind of phe­
nomena which has satisfied you beyond 
al) doubt of the truth of Spiritualism.

, I have been studying the subject for 
thirty years; have seen most celebrated 
phenomena, Itoth In Europe and Amer­
ica, and thus far am not satisfied that 
any phenomena has occurred tliat is not 
capable of explanation ou natural 
grounds without assuming the return 
of the spirits of the dead.”

It will Unis lie seen that lifter thirty 
years of study of Spiritualism, the Rev. 
Dr. Buckley was still anxious to pursue 
his investigations further; still Inter­
ested in its phenomena witnessed by 
others tliau himself, and still tumble, I 
Infer, to arrive at a positive conclusion 
as to their explanation. I might say 
here, parenthetically, that no well-in­
formed Spiritualist claims that any phe- 

’nomena has occurred that Is “not ca­
pable of explanation on natural 
(grounds.’' We have always claimed 
that "tlie return of the spirits of the 
dead" was perfectly natural, was in 
perfect accord with natural law, how­
ever little that natural law was under­
stood. Spiritualists do not believe In 
the so-called "supernatural.”

But here is the letter of tbe Vice­
President of the National Ami-Spirll- 
wtlist Association, the Rev. E. H. Cay­
lor, D. D., of Columbus, Ohio:

IB East Eighth Avenue, 
Columbus, Ohio, 10-2’3, 1897.

■ H. V. Sweringeu. Fort Wayne, Did.: 
My Dear Sir:—I acknowledge the re­
ceipt of pamphlet report of discussion 
on Spiritualisui, between D. W. Moffat, 
D. D.. and yourself and others, and 
take this occasion to say Hint 1 was 
greatly interested In Ilie reading of tlie 
publication. It is lacking in. however, 
what too many such discussions are— 
candor—and seems to have little in It, 
or nt least J think too little of effort to 
convince, or be convinced, through a 
better understanding of what little we 
do know, nnd obtaining knowledge of 
that that is possible, but that we do not 
know.

You may perhaps know that I am not 
a Spiritualist (see enclosed circular), 
but 1 will concede tbat thus fnr. in pub­
lie debate, the average weight of dis­
cussion. logically, is In favor of tbe 
Siri ritualist.

1 also lielleve that It will remain so, 
bo far as a doubt may influence the 
mind of tbe investigator, until some 
things are known, which will account 
for some, at present, iuexplainable
things.

Tliis Fort Wayne discussion could
bence afforded to liave been more seri­
ous. ns 1 think there was talent on 
either slilc. to have warranted It. There 
.wins, however, to be a vein of can­
dor upon the part of tlie party oppos­
ing Dr. Moffat, that leads me to ac­
cept the proposition that I shall append 
below.

You have well staled in several forms 
in this pamphlet, that Spiritualism is a 
ruling question of the day: that It lias 
come for recognition, which it will got, 
is getting. It is a problem that you 
cannot solve by ridicule, nor absolve 
its adherents by Impulsion. The guess­
ing and the doubt are all allied In sym­
pathy with Spiritualism ns a fact, and 
herein Is the vantage of tho Spiritualist.

I have lieon a serious investigator. 
For ninny years interested in the truth 
—the fact—involved in this question, 
having a great anxiety but no fear in 
finding it. I liave been able to search 
without prejudice, and find my mind so 
free from bias, and so eager for truth, 
that I think I am capable of reasoning 
safely to the extent of my Intellectual 
ability. I liave reached conclusions, 
but not tlie end of investigation. 1 am 
decided, but I am not infallible. I am 
anxious to convince, but none the less 
anxious to be convinced. I have a zeal 
to bring the light to others, but not a 
zeal that puts out the light to myself. 
I am too little interested in the belief 
or teachings of any past age, to adhere 
to them, because they were the faith 
of our fathers; and yet possess too 
much homage for the truth, however 
ancient, to be too unduly influenced by 
more recent supposed discoveries.

■You, no doubt, arc aware of the re­
cently organized association of which 
Ihe enclosed circular bears some infor­
mation. While its purpose is to oppose. 
It. has no thought to persecute. It ac­
knowledges no human infallible head, 
but embraces serious, candid, intellect­
ual, capable, brainy men, whose attain- 

'ments iu knowledge have not made fur­
ther knowledge seem dangerous. Its 
work is to inculcate trutb, the acme of 
which it does not profess to possess, 
bitt being human and of sane mind is 
japable of correcting or being corrected 
as the facts may discover. Det mfe not,, 
however, deceive you into thinking that 
this association was formed for the pur­
pose of determining for itself whether 
Zpiritunlism Ls true. Yet this does not 
debar from experiments in the myste-

name of the National Autl-Spiritualls- 
tie Association, from the Psychic Sci­
ence Society that you represent, to be 
present and witness the spirit mani­
festations that you propose to furnish 
to any serious, candid investigator. If 
this society can be convinced of the 
truth of Spiritualism, it can do more, 
and will do more for that cause, than 
any other agency In existence, Let me 
hear from you. Very truly,

■ E. H. CAYLOR.

Inasmuch as the foregoing letter was 
not written to me confidentially, and 
refers wholly to a question of public 
interest, and to a proposition to be sub­
mitted to the Psychical or Spiritual So­
ciety of which I am a member, I am 
violating no law of courtesy' in thus 
publishing it. . • .

But what are we as Spiritualists to. 
think of this letter, which will, no 
doiibt, in the future, be known as "the 
Rev.-E. H.-Caylor letter?” Had it been 
written by a man wholly untrammeled 
by and independent of creed and dog­
ma, or by a materialist, an agnostic or 
freethinker unconnected with any 
church or religion, I would have unhes­
itatingly replied, extending to him a 
most gladsome, welcome invitation to 
be present at any of our society meet­
ings when for any reason we had rea­
son to expect spiritual manifestations 
to be produced by appointment or oth­
erwise; I would here inform Brother 
Caylor that we have not got these man­
ifestations “on tap” to be “furnished" 
at the will and caprice of the “furnish­
er.” We have eome to look upon our 
absolute failures in "furnishing” phe­
nomena as being as satisfactory as our 
absolute, grand successes; I say had 
this letter been received from such a 
source, I could not have done otherwise 
than to entertain seriously, the propo­
sition it contains, for it is written as is 
observed, with at least the semblance 
of fairness and an honest desire to ar­
rive at the truth.

But “a man is known by the company 
he keeps.” Birds of a feather are very 
likely to flock together. Coming as 
this letter conies, from a gentleman 
who is an orthodox preacher in an or­
thodox church not only, but the vice­
president of a National Association or­
ganized for tlie especial purpose of op­
posing Modern Spiritualism as a "hum­
bug, a fraud and a lie," I think I shall 
pay no further attention to his proposi­
tion than to regard it as merely an­
other attempt of the orthodox church to 
investigate (?) Spiritualism in the same 
manner the memorable Seybert Com­
mission of the University of Pennsyl­
vania essayed to investigate it, in the 
Interest of the then more popular the­
ology and prejudice against tho sub­
ject than obtains at present.

Rev. E. H. Caylor’s letter tallies mis­
erably with the circular of his “Anti" 
Association which it encloses. From 
the address to the publie, of the presi­
dent of that association, Rev. H. J. 
Becker, D. D., I note the following:

"There is an association in this coun­
try whose votaries are being taught to 
array themselves against the moral, so­
cial and scientific interest ofour people. 
The acknowledged teachers of this so­
ciety are flaunting the red flag of an­
archy against obedience to the man­
dates of God and Man. They are seek­
ing to wrest from Holy Writ every 
page that contains precepts which in­
culcate the very principles upon which 
are established the safety and perpetu­
ity of the government and about which 
cluster the fondest hopes of the form­
ers and supporters of good society.

“They are assuming to receive com­
munications from the sacred realm ot 
departed spirits, the interpretation aud 
application of which denounce the di­
vine authenticity of the Scriptures, 
slanders every cardinal doctrine de­
clared by our merciful heavenly Father 
to lift a fallen race into the bosom of 
divine repose and instead set in motion 
contaminating influences of vicious 
heresies which tend to throttle aud de­
stroy every elevating sentiment of 
those to whom has been committed the 
safety of church and state.

“They foster and maintain a class of 
so-called mediums, claiming to be able 
through the spirits of the dead to set 
aside natural laws, to became omnis­
cient as to the past, the present and tbe 
future, and to hold In their hands the 
talisman of fate and the panacea of hu­
man ills. They demand the respect and 
support of tlie community for their 
teachers and mediums while they gull

screen them from living seen tooting on 
trumpets, thumping on musical instru­
ments, writing on parchments and on 
slates, playing witli baby dolls and 
imitating tbe tintinnabulations of a 
charivari party in the outskirts of civ­
ilization.”

Now, In the very face of this repre­
sentation of Spiritualism (which is sim­
ply a medley of angered prejudice, ig­
norance and falsehood), which the Rev. 
E. H. Caylor. D. I)., as an associate 
president of this National Anti-Spirit­
ist Society necessarily indorses, lie the 
said Caylor; asks to be Invited in the 
name and hs a representative of Ills 
Antl-Spirituallst Society, to the First 
Spiritual Society of Fort Wayne, in the 
capacity uf an “unprejudiced, unbiased, 
sincere Investigator Of Spiritualistic 
phenomena!” As a sample of “cheek.” 
this not only takes the cake,” but the 
“entire bakery." As a clear ease of 

.contradiction of terms written or im­
plied, this cannot possibly be surpassed 
by any of Bible record.

I have bad some experience in tbe 
course of my life with “honest Iagos,”

diced, unbiased, honest, investigators” 
into the truth or falsity of our phenom­
ena. Spiritualism has reached that 
point In its history at which it can stand 
alone and present to the world a bold 
front. In spite of all the malignant op­
position and bitter persecution it has 
received in the past, it still lives and 
flourishes and will continue to live and 
flourish. We can now afford to be inde­
pendent. If those who are not in pos­
session of our truth desire to obtain ft, 
let them get it as we got It. “Seek and 
ye shall find.” I sought and found tbe 
truth of Spiritualism, and although I 
found much of that truth mixed with 
much of falsehood, fraud and error, 
yet I found it to my entire satisfaction, 
so far as proving a future existence is 
concerned. I knocked at the door of 
Spiritualism with the conviction that it 
was ridiculously and utterly false, but 
with the hope tbat I might possibly ob­
tain some evidence of a future exist­
ence, and that door was opened unto 
me. It was not such a door as opens 
into some so-called “feeybert Commis­
sion” or “Psychical Society,” or “Com­
mittee of Scientists,” or "self-appoipted 
Investigator from some ‘anti’ associa-
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flict is at hand. The Progressive 
Thinker has employed twenty- 
five experts, residents of Chicago 
aud New York’ City, who are 

gathering data to show the deep-seated 
corruption among church members and 
minist ere of the gospel. Their report 
will follow the publication of the great 
debate between Moses Hull and Elder 
Covert, at Anderson, Ind., and it will 
astound the world! Assist in this 
great struggle by sending in your sub­
scription at once. Tell all your Spir­
itualist friends to send for The Pro­
gressive Thinker. If thej’ cannot send 
a dollar, send 25 cents to assist us in 
this conflict. Don’t delay. Inorder 
to fight this battle successfully we 
should have 100,000 additional sub­
scribers. Boll in the dollars. ■

tion” waiting by appointment for phe­
nomena to present themselves for in­
vestigation. No, none of these. It was 
a door that opened up to me the entire­
ly unlooked-for, the unthought-of, the 
unexpected, yet nevertheless true and 
wonderful. I have no longer any sym­
pathy with appointed so-called “sclen- 
tlfle investigations.of Spiritualism, as 
have been conducted In the past.

The truth of Spiritualism is not un­
like the kingdom of heaven. “It cometh 
not with (vulgar) observation” necessa­
rily; not with such observation as is 
characteristic of or attends the so- 
called investigations of the warped and 
prejudiced, the ignorant and intolerant 
"committees” or “societies,” although 
these are therefore, not to be despised, 
for it has not Infrequently been the case 
that they have witnessed to their entire 
satisfaction the genuine manifestations 
of Spiritualism and become convinced 
of its truth.

Those who are possessed of an intui­
tive mental grasp or perception of the 
spirit and genius of Spiritualism, can 
readily discern spiritual things.

On last Sunday evening, October 24, 
Mr. J. Frank Baxter gave me from the 
platform of the First Spiritual Society 
of Fort Wayne, a message clear, spe­
cific, distinct, recognized in all its parts, 
in which a single word of two letters, 
an abbreviation of my name, was sufli- 
clent of itself to satisfy me that it was 
given to him by the spirit of a friend of 
my youth whose name Mr. Baxter gave 
in full, and who died thirty-four or thir­
ty-five years ago, and who always and 
alone addressed me by said abbreviated 
title, which Mr. Baxter could not possi­
bly have known.

Rev. Dr. Beeker, the President of the 
National Anti-Spiritualist Association 
of America, charges us with denounc­
ing the Scriptures. So far as 1 am per­
sonally concerned, my position may be 
thus stated: The Bible contains much 
that is true, instructive, grand, beauti­
ful, sublime and soul-inspiring, and it 
contains likewise, much that is false, 
ugly, immoral, vulgar, debasing, de­
grading and contradictory.

What I have here said of the Bible, 
can also be said with equal truth of 
Modern Spiritualism. We should, 
therefore, seek only the good and true 
in both. 1 lay it down, however, as a 
self-evident, incontrovertible proposi­
tion, that the orthodox preacher who­
ever he is, that disbelieves the essen­
tial facts of Modern Spiritualism, also 
disbelieves Jne Bible he preaches, 
wholly or in part.

It will be observed or lias been by the 
reader's perusal of Rev. Dr. E. H. Cay­
lor's letter as lierein given, that even 
the vice-president of the National Anti­
Spiritualist Association of America, in­
clines to the acceptance of the above 
proposition, aud tacitly admits that in 
tbe recent debate between Moses Hull, 
tho Spiritualist, and Rev. Elder W. R. 
Covert, the orthodoxtan, representing 
the champion debater of the “Anti” as­
sociation, "our own Moses” got de­
cidedly the best of it.

H. V. SWERINGDN.

Could we but know
The kind that ends our dark, uncertain 

travel,
Where lies those happier hills, and 

meadows low.
Ah! if beyond the spirit's inmost cavil, 

Aught of the country could we surely

Might we but hear
hovering angels high, Imagined, 
chorus.

Were we quite sure 
find the peerless friend who 

finely.
O 'here, by some celestial stream, as 

pure.
To gaze in eyes that here were lovellt 

only—
This weary mortal coll, were we quite 

sure.
Who would endure?

—Edmund Clarence Stedman.

much wit. At one time, snys the Wave, 
when he was particularly active in 
raising funds for the restoration of 
Peterborough Cathedral, he was a 
guest in a country house credited with 
the possession of a ghost. His hostess 
somewhat unkindly put him in the 
haunted chamber. The next moruiug 
the Bishop was eagerly asked if he 
bad seen the ghostly visitant. “Oh, 
yes.” ho answered, “but I asked him 
for a subscription to the restoration of 
Peterborough Cathedral, and he van­
ished Immediately.”

in every State and city to suppress 
mediumship. The Progressive Thinker 
leads in the fight against them. Have 
your Spiritualist friends subscribe for 
it at once, to assist in the great con­
flict at hand. Tell them of the mag­
nificent premium we offer. They can 
send at least a trial subscription, three 
months for 25 cents. But the dollar 
will help us most.

First. The Philosophy of Cure. (Jn- 
eluding Methods and Instruments).”. By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D. A very In­
structive and valuable work. It should 
have a wide circulation, as It well ful­
fills. the promise of Its title. For sale 
at this office. Price 75 cents. - -

"Arcana or Nature; or the History 
and Laws of Creation.” By Hudson 
Tuttle. A well-known and most pro- 
toun£ treatise. Cloth, $L Fot sale at 
thia office. '

Ib the Splrijliftlwt-poily a Christian 
sect? Is "Christ” q'jir lender? Shull 
we claim the Christian name? I answer 
"uo” to all these questions. I answer 
uo, not because of ailj- prejudice I pos­
sess, but because I cay find uo sufficient 
reasons to answer yes.

I write this article for the purpose of 
giving some of my relisohg for my posi­
tion. t- iv |

Christianity |s a vast system of re­
ligion, extending more or less thickly 
over nearly one-third the civilized 
world.. Its members form a mighty 
army of nearly; 400,000,000 of human 
beings, of many languages aud climes. 
175,000,000 ore Roman Catholics; !)(),• 
000 are Greek Catholics; 115,000,000 are 
Protestants. This great army of be-’ 
lievers accepts the church, the Bible 
and the system of religion set forth in 
the New Testament as' the absolute aud 
perfect religion, ryhieh is in time to su­
persede all other forms of religion, aud 
that sooner or later to the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow.

Nineteen hundred years of faithful 
drill by upwards of half a million of 
thoroughly disciplined bfiieers lias com­
pacted this army into a solid wall of 
masonry which, will successfully defy 
the destructive work of ages.

It is more than mere brick and stone. 
It is an enormous living organization, 
herculean in size aud strength, the larg­
est, best united under the name of 
Christ, best equipped with humau 
hearts, minds iiqd money, and most de 
termined in purpose of any organized 
power on earth, social, political or re­
ligious.

The idea that Spiritualism can enter 
and take possession of this huge body, 
and by degrees transform it into such 
a system oi' science, of religion, and ot 
philosophy, as Spiritualism is to-day, or 
especially as it will be when full grown, 
is but a fancy of the Imagination, and 
almost too Improbable to receive seri­
ous attention.

If Spiritualism aud Christianity com­
bine, it will be like tlie lloir and lamb 
lying down together. It can be done, 
but the lamb must be inside the Hon. 
When Spiritualism, as such, enters 
Christianity aud is received, it will be 
chewed, swallowed, digested, and 
everything about it which harmonizes 
w’ith accepted Christian ideas will enter 
into the blood, bone aud muscle of the 
church, of which it will become 
a part, losing every vestige of its indi­
viduality, as much so as au apple when 
it Is eaten, and that part of it iu which 
lies its identity aud intrinsic worth, 
and which Christians reject, will pass 
down as waste matter aud be ejected. 
When Spiritualism enters the church 
it may well write over the door tbe 
words of Dantes “LeChim who enters 
here leave all Hope Milind.” When a 
Spiritualist joink tbevdhureb, it is he 
aud his Spiritualism and not the church 
and its doctrine^ [That go down and out 
of sight aud are lost'. The alligator 
Ues with open jaws Mid with perfect 
stillness, and fattens oii the insects that 
light upon his waiting tongue; so tho 
church fattens, on Spiritualists who 
seek refuge iu Its warm embrace. A 
Spiritualist may'join it, accept its name, 
bask under its ism lies'aud carresses, 
hand over his pprse fliid bis influence 
into Ite keeping,, sit ip his pew lu si­
lence, and thus’ give tacit consent to 
what is said, blit uevfe is he allowed 
to stand lu the pulpit find read and ex­
hibit a message wuicKTie has received 
from his sainted motlifr in the Spirit­
world.

When J becainq a. Spiritualist I felt 
that Spiritualism could and ought to 
be made a part of Christianity, and 1 
attempted to preach it frofo the pulpit. 
But 1 soon found that when I preached 
It, I wns listened to simply from tlie 
spirit of tolerance and because of per­
sonal respect. I oven found that to say 
in the pulpit “spirits ean and do re­
turn, tip tables, write on slates and are 
seen and talked with by clairvoyants 
and claimudieuts," is what no minister 
ean do more than once and hold bls 
place, no matter how much respected 
and beloved he may be.

Rev. M. J. Savage tried it, and we 
know how he has been forced to re­
treat. Rev. T, Ernest Allen tried it, 
and is trying it, and he ean tell us with 
tears in his eyes how he must padlock 
his ll[>s or lose his pulpit. I have per­
sonal friends of long years standing in 
the liberal ministry, who tell me they 
are Spiritualists, but tell me also that 
they do uot dare even to mention the 
name Spiritualism in their pulpits.

I do not know that we ought to be too 
severe ou Christians because they re­
fuse to allow Spiritualism to be 
preached in their churches. None of us 
like to pay our money to have that de­
fended and advocated which we neither 
believe nor respect, but hold as rank 
delusion. How many Spiritualists 
would support a lecturer who preached 
the Trinity, an endless and arbitrary 
hell, the tail of Adam, Salvation only 
through the blood of Jesus, and the 
Bible as the infallible and inerrant 
word of God, even though he did preach 
spirit communion? I would uot.

Tbe fault is mainly not with Chris­
tians only, ns everybody Is to blame 
who does uot investigate. The real 
fault lies in Christianity itself. The 
Christian religion is not Spiritualism 
as that word is to-day understood. 
Christianity is nearer Spiritualism than 
is materialism. 1 have no doubt of 
thnt. -But Spiritualism Is Independent 
of both of them. It forms really no 
vital part of Christianity.

it may be saidthat modern Chris­
tianity Is not true Christianity—that 
primitive Christianity Is where we must 
go. I may be told that Jesus was a 
Spiritualist and that the religion lie 
founded was in all essentials what Spir­
itualism is to-day.' I doubt it.

I recognize the Tact tliat Jesus was a 
medium, and an Especially good healing 
medium, but I am not certain that he 
was. really conscious that he got bis 
healing power from spirits; if He was 
so conscious, He did,not make a frank 
confession of It. “I may be mistaken, 
but so far as I remember, I do not 
think He ever, even once, distinctly 
stated that His power over disease and 
to work “miracles”',came from the 
spirits. The question was frequently- 
put to Him, as it naturally would be. 
At first He refused to tell where His 
power came fron^ “yrhen in the tem­
ple, the chief priests and the elders said 
unto Jesus, by, tvhaf“authority doest 
Thou these thingk.'antl who gave Thee 
this authority” nindK'Jesus answered, 
“I will also ask . you one thing which 
if you will tell Me, I, likewise, will tell 
you where I get My power: The bap­
tism of John, "whence was Jt, from 
heaven or of , meh?” He knew they 
would not answer It, for if' they said 
of heaven, why then did they reject 
him; If they said of men they would 
displease the people whom they feared. 
And -they answered,’ “We cannot tell.” 
“And Jesus said unto them, neither tell 
I you by what authority I do these 
things.” Again atid again, after he had 
been , speaking in the temple, or when 
he had done some “miracles” it was 
questioned bv the people and put to 
him: Who art thon to do these things?

Herod heard of Ms wonderful works 
and gtlve hie opinion “that John the

Baptist was risen from the dead aud 
tbat he did these things; others said 
that it is Elias; others, said that it is a 
prophet or one of the prophets.” And 
all this time Jesus kept Silent. Every 
time that the question was put to him, 
as it often was, he avoided a direct 
answer. , ,

At last when people began I to say, 
“he hath a devil,” It is the work of 
devils, and that “he easteth out devils 
through the power of the prince of 
devils,” and dually when the Pharisees 
confronted him, sifter he had cured 4 
man who was both dumb and blind, 
and charged him with being under the 
power of Beelzebub, he was obliged to 
defend himself and stoutly denied the 
charge. It was in reply to this charge 
that he uttered the oft quoted sentence, 
“A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” ■

The time had now come when Jesus 
could 'no longer escape declaring 
whence came the extraordinary power 
He possessed, if He wished to retain 
the hold he had upon the people. It 
was everywhere demanded.

This moment was the crucial point 
In Jesus’ career, so far as Spiritualism 
is concerned. For those who ‘believe 
he worked '“miracles,” there are three 
positions which can be taken.

The Spiritualist declares his power 
came from spirits. The Pharisees de­
clared it came from Satan. The Chris­
tian declares it came from God. Which 
of these positions did Jesus take? If 
he' took the first he was a Spiritualist.

MOSES HOLL’S BOOK!

It was that His power came direct 
from God; and from that time on he 
took that position when speaking on 
tlie subject. He said it was "the finger 
of God,” "the spirit of God” and “the 
Heavenly Father” who was the source 
of His power. But we have still more 
testimony.

When he sent forth His disciples He 
said to them, "When ye are brought be­
fore governors and kings, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak, 
for It shall be given you in tliat same 
hour what ye shall say, for it is not 
ye that speak.” In this case He was 
speaking to His twelve chosen disciples 
in private and not to an enemy that 
might intimidate Him and lead Him 
to hide the truth, if ever, now we 
should expect He would give vent to 
Ills honest sentiments. And who did 
He say would inspire them witli what 
to speak? Had he been a Spiritualist 
He would have said your "spirit 
friends,” or “the higher intelligences.” 
or at least "the ungels.” But as it was, 
He said for “the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh In you” the God with­
in will give you what to say. Jesus 
heard a spirit voice nt the time of His 
baptism; on the Mount of Transfigura­
tion He saw two spirits whom He sup­
posed to be Moses and Elias; His whole 
career was marked by spirit manifesta­
tions. The vital question is. Did Jesus 
lielleve and teach clearly, emphatically 
that these manifestations which came 
through Him were produced by spirits? 
From a careful and impartial study of 
the subject. I think the position which 
Jesus took finally and made a part of 
His instructions, is as follows: that 
God, His Father, in a special manner 
selected Him and.set Him aside nnd 
endowed Him with n special gift by 
whlcM he performed qll His wonderful 
works, without any thought that spir­
its had any thing to do with the case, 
only that God occasionally permitted 
Him to see them for n certain purpose. 
He believed Oils gift transferable; and 
when He se'nt out His disciples aud 
also the "seventy” he gave them Ills 
power, so that In His name tliey could 
do even greater works than He did.

After Jesus had passed over, the phe­
nomena continued through the dis­
ciples. but they accepted the opinion 
of Jesus that they came from God. “On 
the day of Pentecost, when the disci­
ples were gathered together they were 
all filled with tbe Holy Ghost and be­
gan to speak with other tongues.” By 
“Holy Gliom” they meant God or bls 
Spirit, as Is proven by the speech of 
Peter on that occasion: "Ye men of 
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Naz­
areth was a man approved of God 
among you by miracles and wonders 
and signs which ‘God’ did by him in the 
midst of you.” He did not say “angels,” 
but "God.” ’

We are not, however, to infer that 
angels did not manifest themselves 
much In the same way they do to-day. 
They aifiieared to Cornelius, to Peter 
aud to others, but they are generally 
spoken of as being delegated by God 
to siieak and act for Him, as oue per­
son for anol her. and are usually spoken 
of as “angels of God.” which means 
messengers of God. When Peter was 
cast into prison, not “an angel,” but an 
“angel of God” came to him and said 
to him, “Arise, and go forth.” In 
speaking of this event afterwards. 
Peter said: “Now I know that tlie Lord 
sent His angel and delivered me."

Angelic appearances continued in the 
church after Peter and the other dis­
ciples had passed away; Indeed, the 
Christian Church in no age has been 
without them, but Christians have in­
variably attributed them to the direct 
and Interposing act of a personal God, 
just as Jesus and Peter were accus­
tomed to do.

To believe the phenomena take place 
Is one thing; to believe they take place 
by tbe free act of human spirits ac­
cording to natural law is another 
thing, and this is what Modern Spirit­
ualism means, and this is what distin­
guishes it from “Bible Spiritualism” 
or “Christian Spiritualism.”

There are many people who believe 
the phenomena happen, but who are 
not Spiritualists, as tbat word is used 
to-day. Mr. Hudson has written a 
large book, admitting the phenomena 
in every phase, but claims they are pro­
duced by spirits in the flesh. Christians 
from Jesus to Joseph Cook have ac­
cepted tlie phenomena, but as a rule 
from first to last have taken the 
ground that when they happened lu the 
church they were from God, and when 
they happened outside the church they 
were from the devil. The world has 
and has always had many mediums 
who are not Spiritualists. Jesus was 
one. Peter was one. Luther was one. 
They are in the church, both in pulpit 
and in pew, and have always been. 
They are no Spiritualists because they 
do not feel and believe that the phe­
nomena are produced by tbe free will 
of decarnate spirits on their own ac­
count ’

The question now is, In the light of 
these facts I have presented, if we 
were going to select out of all the mul­
titude of the present or the past, one 
person to be our leader and standard­
bearer, ought it to be Jesus? I think 
that Swedenborg had a far clearer un­
derstanding of the spirit-world and of 
its connection with this, and has given 
the world a far better statement of the 
Spiritualist phenomena and philosophy, 
and therefore as a Spiritualist deserves 
higher, honor than Jesus. I think the 
New Jerusalem body far nearer our-

selves than tlie freat Christian Church. 
If-we must have a leaden why not se­
lect Andrew Jackson Davis?

But duAve want any man for a lead­
er? Do we want to attach any man’s 
name to Spiritualism? The whole gen­
ius and spirit of our religion is, that it 
is not and shall not be made in spirit 
nor in name, nor even by inference, a 
one man’s religion, be that one man 
even Jesus or Buddha.

It had its origin in the spirit-world, 
and if they, iu that world, wished, 
when tliey gave it to us, to have it 
labeled "Christian,” why did they uot 
do it themselves? If Jesus were to­
day asked His opinion concerning the 
matter, 1 believe He would utter such 
an emphatic "no” that the whole spirit­
world would sense it.

Spiritualism is the religion of nature. 
It has been equally, ai^d alike given}to 
tlie Hindoo, to the Persian, to the Turk, 
to the Japanese, as to the European 
and American. Like the sunshine and 
the rainfall it descends alike upon be­
lievers in all religions ami of no religion 
in proportion as right conditions are 
made.

Christianity includes less than one- 
third of the earth. By what authority 
then shall we limit or tie up Spiritual­
ism by calling it Christian? If we call 
it Christian in Christian nations, what 
shall we call it in Mohammedan na­
tions,, or in Buddhist nations? There 
are Spiritualists who deny or doubt the 
existence of the New Testament Jesus. 
What name shall we give to their Spir­
itualism?

Spiritualism is founded on the laws 
of nature and not on the doctrines or 
experience of some one man, and it is 
as much larger than Jesus as the uni­
verse is larger than a man.

Am I told that Spiritualism needs 
Christianity because of the Golden 
Rule? We do not need to take Chris­
tianity in order to get that rule of life. 
The Golden Rule, charity, kindness and 
love did not originate with Jesus. He 
found them in tlie world when He 
came, and Christians have no moral 
right to put the brand of their leader's 
name upon them, as if they were per­
sonal property. They belong to Spir­
itualism as rightfully as to Christian­
ity. They are uot Christian virtues any 
more than Buddhist virtues, but belong 
to nature and are human virtues. We 
do not need to be Christians in order to 
possess them in the fullest degree.

Spiritualism is founded upon science, 
and it would be just as proper to call 
the law of gravity “Christian,” because 
its discoverer was a Christian, as to 
call tlie universal fact of spirit Inter­
course Christian because forsooth it 
came to light in Its present form in a 
so-called Christian country.

Christianity is a temporal religion, 
and belongs only to earth. If it exists 
at all In the spirit-world It is lu the 
lower spheres, and Is made up of 
church niemliers recently passed over. 
As they become enlightened and rise 
they leave it behind.

But Spiritualism Is eternal. Vast 
numbers become Spiritualists as soon 
as they enter spirit-life. Ami lu the 
higher spheres of that life all embrace 
It.

Notwithstanding the facts I have pre­
sented, some of my readers may still 
bold Jesus to have been a Spiritualist, 
aud the religion he taught Identical 
with nineteenth century Spiritualism. 
Suppose they are right. What then? 
Tliat does not change the mutter. That 
Is uo good reason we should adopt the 
name Christian. For it Is not Chris­
tianity as It wits 11)00 years ago, but 
Christianity as It Is to-day, willed we 
have to deal with. We have to use 
words witli their present meaning, not 
with their ancient. The word "villain” 
once meant "villager;” the word “girl” 
onee meant “child of either sex,” but 
we have no right now to use them in 
their ancient sense. It Is so with all 
words. The same is true of organiza­
tions and of Institutions. If a young 
man just coming 21 wishes to decide 
with what political parly he will Iden­
tify himself, he doesn't ask what the 
Republican party stood for when it wits 
born, nor wlmt the word Democrat 
meant as used and understood by Jef­
ferson, but he desires to know what 
tliose parties are nnd what, they rep­
resent to-day; and that will determine 
which name he will adopt aud which 
party join. So when we as Spiritual­
ists ask, "Shall we unite into a body 
and join and become a branch of tlie 
great Christian organization?” we 
ought first to find out, not what Chris­
tianity was In Its inception, but what 
does it stand for to-day.

Does it stand for Spiritualism aud Is 
there a natural union between them? 
If not, it will be like mixing oil and 
water to force a union.

Spiritualism Is practically and as n 
matter of fuel a new religion, because 
It embodies a truth new to this age, and 
in its present form new to the world, 
it is the beginning of the coming re­
ligion. Judaism and the worship of 
Ynhoveh' (Jehovah) followed tbe re­
ligion of the Canaanites and the wor­
ship of Baal, and was a step in ad- 
vanee. Christianity followed Judaism 
nnd was another step in advance. Spir­
itualism follows Christianity, and is an­
other upward step. I

To try to force it. Into the Christian ' 
Cliureli Is like attempting to crowd a j 
new-born chicken into one of the old 
shells. The germs of Spiritualism were I 
in primitive Christianity. But what 
has Christianity done in all the ages to

m^?.^^^1 ’'The White DuH." a Satirical Romancer 
Zadlg. or Eate.” an Oriental History; “The Saco and

U]1'AlbelM;” “The Princess of BabyIol;” “Tho Man 
F°rtJ’LTowns;’* “The Huron, or Pupil of Nature;”, 

quicken those germs into life? ft lias rttG«[™eS!tac bS^
^^<)^>Ph®f*** “Andro Des Tone lies at 81am;” “Bab*

SlHd^of ^ntnre;” “A Conversation With a Chinese; “Plata’s Dream;” “A Pleasure In 
Having no Pleasure;” “An Adventure in India;”

Colin;" “Travels of ScarmOntario;" 
The (rood Brahmin f “The Two Comforters:” “An* 

dent 1 aith nnd Fable.''

been "setting” on them for nineteen 
hundred years anil has hatched not one. 
Those eggs were spoiled long ago. How ; 
foolish to imagine our present Spiritual- J 
ism came,from that old fowl or tlie 
eggs she laid!

Modern Spiritualism had a different 
parentage, and is not ntorejhan half­
cousin to them. Christianity was born 
in Palestine; Modern Spiritualism in 
New York nearly two thousand, years 
afterward.

Wesley was a medium, possibly in 
some respects as good as Jesus, and if 
I am not mistaken, he, as well as his 
family, acknowledged the phenomena, 
which occurred for years in bls homo, 
were produced by spirits, but inasmuch 
as Methodism to-day repudiates Spirit­
ualism, we should belittle our manhood 
by pretending we are primitive Metho­
dists. or Methodists of any kind. It is 
just as debasing to our self-respect to 
try to crowd ourselves into tbe Chris­
tian fold, .where we are spurned, dis­
owned, feared and hated.

It is unjust to Spiritualism and shows 
a failure to appreciate its Inherent pow­
er to want to tie it to tbe great ship of 
Christianity, to be towed by it, in Its 
wake, and without its consent, over the 
rough sea of life.

It reminds me of a boy catching hold 
of the hind end of a market wagon to 
get a ride. Spiritualism is not a dory 
attached to any vessel. It is a ship it­
self; full-rigged, with chart, Oompass 
and crew, We only need to guide it 
aright, to allow nd “frauds” among tlie 
crew, to keep it clear of rocks and other 
ships, such as Theosophy, Christianity, 
Astrology, and the many small craft 
of unproven theories and speculative 
doctrines, set Its sails-so as to catch 
the breezes which blow from the hills 
and mountain tops 'of wisdom and pu­
rity in the Spiritiand, and our ship will 
weather every storm and bear Its pre­
cious cargo of truths In triumph to 
every port in the known world.’ ’
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Into

Language and
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engagement in Aberdeen, S. D., oue ot 
tbe Spiritualists came to me and said:

and critical; facts and data needed by 
every student and especially by every

the very best 
Price, reduced 

cents. For sale

Spiritualist leaders themselves? How 
about Covert, “the medium slayer?” Is, 
or is not bls record “shady?” Ask

in Russia, wherein castration plays an 
important part. They base their action 
on the alleged words of Jesus, Matt. 
xix:12. These persons, calling them­
selves “White Doves,” are said to live

Mhny of theactive membershavepassed 
away, whilst a, very few have “em­
braced religion,” and connected them­
selves with the church. A goodly num-

$100
100

1
, 1
, 1

half a dozen prominent citizens 
Lyme have been rifl'd to appeal­
court and answer to a cliarge of 
sauit.

with Brother Covert in fighting Spirit­
ualism. The church needs all such la­
borers in this hour of their great trial. 
We weep for them.

curses of our .enemies be turned 
blessings.

mirth and joy from the world, shroud 
the heavens in mourning, convert every 
moment of life into misery and woe, 
hoping thereby to please God, and gain 
rest in heaven.

carrying its blessed knowledge of life 
and immortality.ii and so shall the

of Splrit- 
Blble and

the present time, and it is here treated 
In a way to Interest and Instruct all 
readers. For sale at this office. Paper, 
price 25c. .

reading-room should 
day.
. What in the name

crs. GriSat God. are these usurpations 
of religious drones to go on, adding 
usurpation to usurpation, until tliey are 
arrested by Wie bloody hand?

both ends of the line at tbe same pe­
riod of time. In his second advent now

Do you know a good thing when, you 
see it? Do you ever realize the fact

tive expositions of Catholic doctrine” to 
learn of its damnable diameter? The 
record of Its crimes against humanity

hungry and ate it. At least I never 
heard from it.
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Philosophy aud Phenomena 
ualism as shown from the 
History.”
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That they receive letters fironi Maine scared that the prospects for active 
to California* no one has the least work are quite good this winter.

who has offered to give One Hundred 
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to defray tlie expenses of Moses Hull

our second page, lust week, correspon­
dence from Audereon, Ind., to tlie Chi­
cago Chronicle, Illustrates in a marked
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suppressed. Their professed struggle 
to extinguish purgatorial fires don’t 
count when they are building fires to 
burn the body.

Tliat there is a powerful element,

Never beforeiin the history of Spirit­
ualism has there been’a crisis like tlie 
present, when ,(he very life and exist­
ence of our causae was,beset and threat-
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WHAT AILS DR. BARROWS?
The “Literary Digest?’ furnishes the 

Information that Rev. Dr. Barrows, so 
prominent in engineering the-Parlia­
ment of Religions in Chicago, thinks 
“tlie reasons tliat prevailed for the use 
of the name of Protestantism, given by 
German princes In 1520 against the pro­
ceedings of the Diet of Spires, have 
passed away, and that the name is now 
an unfortunate one, calling back old 
animosities, and emphasizing the dif­
ferences separating Christians.”

Dr. Barrows published a few weeks 
ago, in “Tlie Independent,” his views 
on tliis subject, from which we make 
very brief extracts, sufficient to under­
stand bls position. He inquires:

“Was there ever a time in Die his­
tory of modern Christendom when so

that faith. Some wonderful ‘ heresies 
have been developed in that country, 
all claiming to derive their authority 
from the Bible. One of these, allied to 
the Raskolniks, said to embrace 12,000,­
000 of devout worshipers, believe that 
heaven can only be attained by suffoca­
tion. When a member of the sect atoms 
approaching his end he is smothered, to 
save his soul from endless perdition.

In the “Anomalies and Curiosities of 
Medicine,” late from the press, p. 757, 
an account is given of the Skoptzles, 
another species of religious fanaticism

MAKE THINGS HUM! In a public meeting I offered toe man 
who "had 14 but it was loaned- out of 
town,” ?50 for a. copy of a Spiritualist 25 GENTS

As there are thousands who will at first venture 
only twenty-five centa for The Progressive Thinker 
thirteen weeks, we would sugg sat to those who receive 
a sample copy, to solicit several others to unite with 
them, and thus he able to remit from 81 to #10, or even 
more than tbe Utter sum A large number of little 
amounts will make a large sum total, and thus extend 
the field of our labor aud usefulness. The same sug­
gestion will apply Lu all eases of renewal of subscrip­
tions—solicit others to aid in the good work. You will 
experience no difficulty whatever In Inducing Spiritu­
alists to subscribe for The Progressive Thinker, 
for nut one of them can afford to be without the valua­
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changed, always give the address of the place to which 
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BIGOTRY RUN MAD.
What a lovely world this would be if 

the preachers could run it according to 
their will.' All the week would be em­
ployed to get ready for Sunday, and ev­
erybody would go to church to hear 
wllrat tbe clergy have to tell about Gaud 
and his purposes in regard to man. 
Tliey assume to know all the secret 
purposes of that dlvlue personage. 
They have a book, which they call the 
Word of God, written and compiled by 
the priesthood, which they thrust in 
people’s faces, aud insist tliat all hu­
manity shall be governed by its teach­
ings. Worse than all, could they have 
their way, they would close all other 
books and sources of knowledge so tbe 
people could not read, with the hope of 
getting them within tlielr magic circle, 
to tlie end that they shall only think as 
the priest commands.

The Chicago Chronicle, of the 27th 
ult, under the head of “Closing the 
Public Library Sundays,” voices pub­
lic sentiment on this subject better than 
any words of ours. We quote:
■Sabbatarianism is run mad when it 

proposes in a city like Chicago that the 
public library, sustained at general 
cost, shall surrender its greatest useful­
ness by closing on Sundays.

The proposer of a resolution that it is 
the sense of a body of ministers tliat 
the circulating department of the city 
library be kept closed on the Sabbath 
day, said: “I have been observing of 
late with great apprehension tlie tii- 
uniph of the secular over the religious 
Sabbath, and something should be done 
that will put an end to tills deplorable 
condition of things."

And in the view of tlie minister tlie 
“something” that was to be done took 
concrete form. It was not an attack 
upon the open theater on Sunday, nor 
the use of the parks on that day; it was 
not an order that tlie flowers should not 
grow, nor the sun shine, nor fish swim, 
nor water sparkle; it was not a direc­
tion to close saloons, to cease tbe play­
ing of music; It was an order that the

ward reunion? In America and France, 
in England and Germany, I have dis­
covered that Christian hearts on both 
sides of the chasm are finding each 
other out in love.”

And then we have this choice morsel 
from the learned Doctor;

“Protestant bigotry is more offensive 
than Catholic bigotry, and deplorable 
indeed are the ignorant and violent crit-

pure lives, abstain from the use of in- 
toxlcauts, and are very abstemious in 
all their habits, save they are adepts at 
lying, Their example is respectfully , 
commended to the clergy of all denomi­
nations in America, though priests need 
no new lessons in the arts of misrepre­
sentation and deception.

eued by a maddened enemy, as at the 
present time. The gathering of the co­
borts of Ijhe old orthodox creeds, who, 
while fighting each other on other va­
rious points, combine as one to fight 
and, if possible, demolish Spiritualism.

They are determined, and are virtu­
ally bound by a solemn compact, to 
throttle Spiritualism—to exterminate it 
root and branch that so the world may 
be delivered entirely into the power of 
the churchly overseers and teachers. 1

WHY IS IT?
Tlie answer truthfully given is that 

Spiritualism contravenes all the points 
that constitute the orthodoxy of ortho­
doxy. Spiritualism through the benign 
Influence of its revelations given by the 
spirit world, is breaking the slavish 
bonds that have so long cramped and 
dwarfed the minds of men bereft by 
priestly influence of the glory and vital-

Is it necessary tn read the “authorita- and each scourges the one in front of ity of true manhood, as developed by 
“ him over the bare back and shoulders perfect freedom of thought

of authentic (history since that sect 
sloughed off from Paganism tlmt is not 
black with its infamy. By their fruits 
they are known. It is not by the fine­
spun theories of sophists we foym opin­
ions of creeds. Any faith that oppresses

ment for past transgressions, alternate­
ly singing and praying to Jesus for 
mercy.

All these customs are traced to older 
systems of religion, several centuries at 
least older than the beginning of our 
era. There are many other sects equal­
ly obnoxious in Russia, claiming to 
draw their authority from Jesus.

both among Protestants aud Catholics 
who are laboring to unite these discord­
ant faiths, to battle unbelief, all know. 
Formerly they joined hands in their 
persecution; but the spirit of Luther 
was aroused because of their excesses.
Those “excesses" have been forgotten, 
and now again a union is talked of. 
Aud why? Because they see the better 
educated clergy, the thinking people, 
and even whole churches sliding away 
from their ancient moorings, aud they 
are anxious to do something to arrest 
the decline.

Unite the entire Christian forces un­
der one general head, and a century 
would not go by until all tlie infernal 
instrumentalities of the Middle Ages 
would be again called into sen-ice to

into bell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched.”

Luke xxlii:29 is a text quoted for the 
guidance of women, who form societies 
aud emulate their brothers in mutila­
tion.

These good Christians who labor to 
Improve on nature, and who administer 
chastenings on e&eh other, have their 
parallel among us. They would banish

One of the first things that struck my and Hagaman! They arc so afraid toat 
eye upon the arrival of The Progressive all of them are making ready for their 
Thinker was toe report of Becker’s in- winter’s work; societies are so afraid - - ----------- ,— .——
terview, copied from the Chicago that i,hey are making engagements! that to even ht-ar of a good thing often 
f’lirftlllpltx T imitib £!nir T llzxvrykta z,m-n^ <-./-. noZVrilzX D VZk C/x n-fiwilrl +11Z1W n VVX tlK>HnO‘ £)1’OVC8 ad VailtflgjeOUS ? Ar© you aware 

of this grand truth that to even taste

doubt. That every preacher in the Becker feels that they are "prepared 
land—about 110,000—with the exception to wipe Spiritualism oft the face of the 
perhaps of fifty or one hundred who earth.” He is not the first one who has 
possess brains enough to think with, had such a feeling. He will not be the 
and Independence and honor enough to last. In fact, if I live on this earth un­
use them, would like to see Spiritualism til Spiritualism is wiped off from it, I 
put down, no one Ib rash enough to shall live forever iu tills form. I don’t 
deny. That they will resort to every want to. It is impossible to wipe a 
known plan to do it—and some equal to troth out of existence.
tlie "holy inquisition”—no one who has The fact of the matter is that the 
come in contact with them as an oppo- Spiritualists will be spurred onward, 
nent can question for one moment. I veriy believe that the Anti-Splritual- 

But the 1,000,009 will be like the sign- 1st Association will be an ultimate ben- 
ers of the petition to close the World’s efit to Spiritualism and a detriment to 
Fair on Sunday. More than there are orthodoxy.
In. the state the petition comes from. Start a question on the subject of re- 
There were some 50,000 more names liglon and It does not vent Itself on any 
went in from the state of Michigan one system. It reaches out to all. It 
than the entire population of the state, causes investigation. The church ad- 

Such methods make it exceedingly mlts that it loses every time it enters a 
difficult to meet the opposition in war- discussion and “discussions are unprof­
fare unless we are prepared, like them, liable” has become a by-word with 
to throw away all principle when we them.
enter the field of combat. The most de- I will do my share with “Big Bible 
praved and brutal fighter ever seen has Stories” and a couple of other books

put down heresy and unbelief. Sueh a 
man as Dr. Barrows, with a keen in­
sight Into the trend of educated thought, 
and falthfu 1 to his creed, would gladly 
join hands with the most tyrannical re­
ligion tlie world ever knew to impede 
the march of the mind.

There is better reason for reviving 
what Christians are pleased to term the 
Pagan religions, as originally taught, 
when it tolerated the widest difference 
of opinion, than there is for rehabili­
tating tlie church with its ancient pow­
er of lash, and rack, aud dungeon, and 
fagot.

ANOTHER PRIESTLY USURPA­
TION.

Within the last few weeks we have 
noticed several court proceedings 
opened by prayer. This seems the next 
order in the programme. A court chap­
lain will next follow, and the poor sw- 
nera the priests want to save from 
eternal destruction must foot the bill. 
Legislatures ,and Congress opened by 
prayer; political caucuses and conven­
tions opened by prayer; banks and com­
mercial houses opened by prayer; and 
great armies staying their bloody hands 
while the chaplains of tlie opposing 
forces exhaust their eloquence in try­
ing to enlist the sympathy and service

freedom of tliought—for they instinct­
ively recognize toat true unshackled 
freedom of thouglit'and Investigation 
sounds the death-knell to the .church’s 
assumptions, teachings and authority. 
And Spiritualism stands unmistakably 
and in all fullness of truth, for the 
largest freedom—for perfect freedom, 
in fact, for the exercise of all man’s 
powers of mind In investigation, in 
criticism, in searching Inquiry into all 
and whatsoever fields no matter how 
old or how eacred to any person or 
class.

AS A LIBERATOR
Modern Spiritualism came to the world. 
It came bringing a holy and heaveoily 
light, toat has been a blessing and 
cause of rejoicing to millions of people. 
It come bringing demonstrated knowl­
edge of continued life beyond the sad­
dening darkness of the grave—sadness 
that had brought the darkening clouds 
of impenetrable gloom to numberless 
millions in tlie past, and there was 
naught in the churches tp dispel the 
gloom save a “faith” that lacked the 
vital evidences of its truth, toat were 
declared, by one whom toe churches 
claim as their founder and savior, to be 
for all time the test and proof of their 
divine mission -and faithfulness. Tbe 
faet that the “Signs’"which the Master 
declared should and' would “follow 
them toat believe,” hhve ceased in tiie 
church, and tlie’ehurcb has even turned 
to persecuting them Whom these signs 
do follow in ahy degree, this fact, we 
say, proves that the church of to-day is 
false to its claims, fuise to the one it 
claims as its founder, and

FALSE IX) HUMANITY, 
which looks to it for light and help and 
leading in the way of -truth, and Is led 
by it in tbe ways of persecution and 
hatred of most precious truth revealed 
by- God’s messengers, the ministering

scruples against striking a man when that are shaping themselves for the 
he is down. But a “Christian” outage- ’ ~ ”
nist throws all responsibility on Jesus 
and leaves honor, decency and morality 
outside. The end, he claims, justifies 
the means.

ready for delivery this mouth, aud it 
will be one of the best weapons to use 
against tlie stronghold of the enemy 
that can be found.

Is this conflict to be conducted on lu the meantime, Spiritualists, bestir 
those Hues? Most assuredly. yourselves. Don't die of dry rot Stir

“We will hove every medium listed yourselves until tlie blood again elrcu- 
withln six months. We will be able to lates in your veins and let the people 
tell whether they have a shady past, know you are alive. Your first attacks 
whether they have been exposed; will come in new laws presented to 
whether, in fact, their antecedents are your state legislatures. Look out for 
g°°fi-” them. Open your hearts, pocket-books

That 1b the first job. Well, it will be and eyes; see what is going on around

A potent argument in favor of having Moses 
Hull for a General Missionary Agent for Spiritualism 
is presented on our first page, in the case of Mrs. 
Hattie Tiffany, an excellent medium, who is ordered 
to leave town hy a minister of the gospel who is 
working with the Anti-Spiritualist Association.
no small one. "Every medium” means you! Stir yourselves! If we sleep, we 
that your home and mine Is to be en- will wake to find the fingers of the ene- 
tered. Our private lives Investigated my clutching our throats and we will 
by these self-appointed saviors of man- be strangled ere we can help ourselves, 
kind. And if some spot has settled on Wake up! Push the papera! Make 
us in the past, then won’t we eatch it! things hum at home and abroad.

Is hoped to be accomplished by any 
such proceeding as this? Men will not 
go to church by reason of it if they do 
not feel Inclined to do so. How will 
they employ their time? What Is a pub­
lic libraty for? The Field Columbian 
museum is open on Sunday and so is 
tiie Art museum. Shall we close them, 
all to accommodate a laxly of preachers 
,Who fancy they might have greater 
number of auditors for tlielr sermons 
on this, that mid t'other, anything but 
Christian doctrine?

No one seeks at all to interfere ■with 
the use of Sunday by clergymen and 
admittedly religious imtsous. Nobody 
thinks of forbidding the opening of 
houses of worship. ThiTq is no inter­
ference whatever with tbe due and or­
derly use of Sunday for religious pur­
poses. Why. then, should people who 
enjoy perfect liberty to use tlie day ac- 
ewrdlug to the dictates of their con­
science seek to forbid other persons 
from pursuing their own wishes as to 
that day in just and orderly manner? 

. If the directors of the public library 
were to respond to this impudent de­
mand of a very small section of the 
'municipality the mayor ought instantly 
remove them and fill their places with 
men liberal and broad-minded enough 

rto let the public library be used for its 
utmost beneficence. We have the state­
ment of tlie president of the library 
that Its use upon Sundays is 40 per 
Cent greater than upon any other day, 

And the people who so use it are at the 
./■behest of a body of ministers to be de- 
s/prived of that pleasure. Not while there 
Write a broad sense of personal liberty and 
M public decency in the community.

The Christian world wish to hold 
; Spiritualism responsible for the inipo­
; sitions practiced on the gullible by 
/fraudulent mediums.

< Those frauds are not Spiritualists. 
. They never were. They have only 
/stolen the livery of heaven to serve the 
VDevil in, after the manner of Pollok’s 
’hypocrite. Spiritualism should not be 
/■ held responsible for the doings of those 

persons. But If the church will boW it­
' self responsible for all the vileness and 
/ crime of its own members; If they will 

■ admit that their system of religion has 
‘/.filled the earth with blood, desolated 
- homes, spent its best years in inventing 

instruments of torture and applying 
‘ them to Its victims; if it will concede 
that the defaulting bank presidents, di­

, rectors and cashiers, who were gener­
ally leaders in the churches, were gen­

. Bine Christians; that all the preachers 
Who have gone astray were models of 

^Christian virtues; If they will own up, 
/‘/like little men, that a large majority of 
/ the inmates in our penitentiaries were 
i/ipetsonB In full fellowship in some of 
B-the various churches of the country, 
Mlhen, however abhorrent tbe relatlon- 
W«wp, we will concede that the few 
E^flCludulent mediums arc of our faith.

THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS.
It was the Inerrant Bible, the book in­

spired by Almighty God, end whose 
voice proclaimed, “Thou shalt not suf­
fer a witch to live,” which is responsi­
ble for the following:

Many of us trace our ancestry to dear 
old New England, where this law of 
God was in full force two hundred 
years ago. We are ashamed of our pro­
genitors that they merged their human­
ity into a revolting edict of a barbarian 
leader, who laid uot the moral courage 
to be sponsor for a law of his own, so 
lie accredited It to an imaginary per­
son who he taught lived up In the 
clouds. Churchmen tire of hearing 
what their ancestors did; but here is an 
occurrence of only a few days ago. 
Fraudulent mediums are despicable 
creatures, but what terms shall we ap­
ply to this “holiness baud," Who bent 
aud kicked a helpless old woman, s«r- 
fering with muscular rheumatism, 
wlbicb these religious fanatics claimed 
was an attiletion of the devil, who they 
proposed to “knock out of her," as was 
doue by the witches two centuries ago. 
Read:

DRIVING OUT DEVILS.

What a position for a set of men who 
Bing—

“While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return."
How does that apply to their owu 

cose. Some of the most active workers

Our neighbors of Evanston, by a vote 
of 13 to 1 in the city council, adopted a 
curfew ordinance a few evenings ago, 
to take Immediate effect. We verily be­
lieve uo law or ordinance can have a 
more beneficial effect on coming gener­
ations than this. Evil habits are formed 
iu youth, and in tbe night time. The 
boy or girl allowed the freedom of the 
town at niglit, generally with depraved 
associates, cannot do less than become 
vicious.

Tlie curfew l>ell was introduced lu 
England by William the Conqueror, ns 
a safeguard against fire. When the bell 
rang at night all fires were to be extin­
guished, and the people were to retire 
for repose. Those wandering abroad 
after that hour were arrested nnd lined. 
The habit of ringing the curfew still 
continues in some places In England, nt 
nine o’clock at night, at which time 
children under sixteen years of age dis­
appear from tiie streets, unless accom­
panied by parents or guardians.

Lyme, Conn., Oct. 25.—This staid old 
New England town Is Intensely excited 
over the doings of a small Ixxly of its 
residents known as the “holiness band” 
or the “holy ghosters." In pursuit of 
their peculiar religious Ideals It is al­
leged these devotees have inflicted se­
vere bodily Injury upon an old woman 
living in the town, as a result of which

Mrs. Albina Mather, an indigent wid­
ow and a town charge, has been so af­
flicted with muscular rheumatism that 
she is unable to walk or to move her 
hands and ymbs, seems to be a partic­
ular subject upon which the holiness 
enthusiasts seek to practice their faith 
cure. •

Mrs. Mather, when questioned as to 
what had happened at the “treat­
ments.” told this story substantially: 
Those present gathered about her chair 
and two took hold of the back of her 
chair. At a given signal one leaped 
forward and fell prostrate upon the 
floor in front of her. The persons at 
the back of the chair, who had been 
rocking it back and forth, then sudden­
ly tipped it over forward and the old 
lady fell across the body of the man on 
tlie floor.

Her forehead struck tbe floor and she 
screamed In agony. Being unable to 
move her hands and feet sihe could not 
arise. Then all the party formed a 
circle about her, joining hands, and be­
gan marching around her. At Intervals 
a man or woman would break from the 
circle and kick the prostrate woman or 
throw his or her body heavily upon her.

They said they were trying to “knock 
the devil out of lifer.” This, strange 
"healing” performance was kept up 
from 11 o'clock Monday night until 4 
o’clock Tuesday morning, when at last 
the company disbanded.

AU this time tbe afflicted and helpless 
woman had lain upon tbe floor and been 
subjected to the “knocking the devil 
out" process.

A SUCCESSFUL REVIVALIST.
Itev. R. Harris, of Delaware, O., was 

a very successful revivalist. Ills great 
ambition wns to save souls from hell, 
and he worked energetically in that di­
rection. One hundred and eighty-five 
persons in his own town, through his 
instrumentality, were rescued from tbe 
yawning gulf, and were placed on the 
rock Jesus Christ. But goats abound 
everywhere. Rev. Harris was charged 
with a 82,000 forgery. Worse than nil, 
the guilt was positive, and tbe soul re­
claimer committed suicide rather than 
serve a term In the penitentiary. How 
very sad is this loss to tbe Christian 
world! Had he survived he would

HERE TO STAY.
That branch of Catholic monks, 

known as Capuchins, who derive their 
name from the peculiar form of the 
cowl or hood they wear, Eave pur­
chased 44 acres of land near fihe Cath­
olic University in Washington. They 
propose to build a college there to affil­
iate with the University, for the train­
ing of priests of their order.

“whar did de fust tukkey cum fum?”
“Nebber yo’ min’ axin’ irreligious 

questions,” said the old man. “An’ 
Wen Pahson Thompson cum fer dinner 
Sunday, doan’ yo’ hah ter ax whar flat 
tukkey cum fum, eider.”—Exchange.

down this great hope of the world, 
Spiritualism.

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO?
To meet the onslaught of this foe, to 

turn back the tide of hate and persecu­
tion, to make this our occasion and op­
portunity to gain a great and lasting 
victory—to turn the curses and male­
dictions of this unscrupulous foe into 
a mighty blessing to tlie world, tills is 
now the opportunity and tbe duty of 
those to whom the gracious light of 
spirit visitation has come. Spiritual­
ists, we can turn this attempt of our 
benighted enemies Into a larger fullness 
of light and blessing than the world 
has yet received.

BY PROPER EFFORT 
and the exercise of wise discretion, 
this vicious attack on Spiritualism may 
bo made the means of spreading the 
light of our holy truth far beyond all 
former bounds. To do this there Is no 
better, easier, less expensive, or more 
effectual way than to extend the circu­
lation of

THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER.
This paper stands in the van as a 

bold, unflinching advocate and defender 
of the cause of Spiritualism, its work­
ers, its mediums.- Disdaining and con­
demning rraud wherever found, it will 
feallcssly uphold ami defend the rights 
of Spiritualists and the exponents and 
demonstrators of its phenomena and 
philosophy.

We do not claim too much when we 
say that the addition of one hundred 
thousand names to the subscription list 
of The Progressive Thinker would vir­
tually aud actually add
A HUNDRED THOUSAND SPIRIT­

UALISTS. ,
to our ranks within one year. It wotfld 
reach and lx; read by thousands upon 
thousands who never go to hear a Spir­
itualist lecturer or medium. It would 
incite curiosity, lead to investigation, 
and bring multitudes to know and ac-

slty of effort and every Spiritualist 
should feel the weight of his personal 
interest in the success of this means to 
benefit tlie cause 'of Sillritualism. .
SPIRITUALISTS,' DO YOUR DUTY 
in a manner befitting the cause you 
know to be grounded upon truth—dem­
onstrated truth—and the result will 
bring—not shame, nor sorrow, nor 
gloom to human hjeqrts bowed down 
with grief over loved ones departed into 
the great Unseen; but joy and gladness 
over the great light of life Immortal, 
and the experienced fact that spirits 
may and do return and commune with

It Is very apparent Catholicism has those yet in mortal form.
come to this country to remain. The Do your duty as Spiritualists, and tiie 
most disheartening feature Is, the wav- cause you love—this cause in which is 
ering all along the line of Protestant- bound up tlie hope of humanity—will 
Ism, with Barrows, Briggs and Glad- spread its benigw light and influence 
stone trying to reconcile the people to into the darkest bcorners of the land,

REAWAKENING IN BOCKFORD.
Our Brother Eskelsen, of Clinton, la., 

who is now sojourning for a time in 
Rockford, III., seems to be reawakening 
an interest In Spiritualism in that puri­
tanical city. He speaks on’ Sunday 
evenings to constantly increasing num- 
bere. Thirty years ago they had a very

tore. Scholarly, masterly, trenchant.

a good thing has its pleasure? If so, 
we wish to refer you to a pre-eminently 
gooff thing-something invaluable! We 
desire to introduce you to The Pro­
gressive Thinker for at least three 
months. We have just entered on a 
new cycle, and we desire you to be with 
us. We want your quarters, and in re­
turn therefor we propose to give you 
The Progressive Thinker for three 
months. You will And therein, reported 
in full, the debate held at Andersen, 
Ind., between Moses Hull, on the part 
of Spiritualists, and Elder Covert, in. 
behalf of the various orthodox 
churches; the former demonstrating 
that Spiritualism is true, and the latter 
attempting to show that it is false. 
This debate has been reported especial­
ly for The Progressive Thinker, at 
great expense, in order to spread a new 
intellectual table for Spiritualists. If 
you have the least conception of a good 
thing, you will subscribe for the paper 
at once.

But that is not all you will get. We 
will surprise you stiH further, by send­
ing you four lectures delivered in this 
city by Mrs. Aunle Besant, one of the 
most brilliant minds of England. Those 
lectures were listen<*d to by crowded 
bouses in this city, and though the 
Spiritualists will not by any means en­
dorse all that she says in them, yet 
tliey will find them full of suggestive 
thought. They are submitted to our 
readers as specimens of the views ot 
one of England’s leading minds (and 
not to beget controversy), and iu tliat 
respect tliey will provo invaluable, and 
will keep our readers posted In the cur­
rent thought of the day. The lectures 
embrace the following subjects:

First Lecture: “Sorrow aud. Evil 
—Their Cause aud Cure.”

Second Lecture: “Clairvoyance 
aud Meutal Healing.”

Third Lecture: “Proofs of the 
Existence of the Soul.”

Fourth Lecture; “Seen by the 
Occult Eye.”

Those lectures alone are worth more 
than a year’s subscription. But the 
above Is not all that we promise you for 
25 cents. Realizing tlie fact that your 
intellectual stomachs may be capacious, 
we offer you—no doubt to your great 
surprise—still other attractions. We 
give you one of Col. Ingersoll's master­
ly addresses on “TRUTH.” it is 
cbockful of grand, soul-elevating state­
ments. Five thousand paid 50 cents 
each to hear that lecture in Chicago. 
You ean read it monthly for one year, 
and enjoy it each time. But don’t be 
startled, we offer you still more. We 
offer you an address by Charles Daw­
barn, the California philosopher, who 
gives “Thoughts Illustrating tbe Status 
of Spiritualism, and the Dangers that 
Beset the Honest Investigator." It 
should be read by every thinking mind 
In the United States.

Don't become excited over tbe great 
offer we are making to every subscrib­
er for three mouths. You will get still 
more than the above. You will have an 
opportunity of readiug an able address 
by Col. Dohoney, of Texas, on “Tho

formed gamblers, rum sellers, states 
prison birds and even prostitutes? . - r;------- ; —
Shall we apply the Becker code of mor- e»>|ru„nll<^eUtu'1 Mlss,ona,'y 10 awaken 
alB to them? If so, how about Haga- M™llsts a11 ave‘' 10 United States 
man? Was he not one with an exceed- L ‘Lo!? go hL ,?!?ate? th?m in 
imrlv “sliadv" Past if we believe tbe the eombluation of all the churches to 
stories told about him by tlie Anti- f^nLn3 nJ?)dlull‘®b|I’ aud destroy Spir- 
- - < ituallsm. The article that appeared on

t^e dollars roll from your pockets, 
leading orators, but now they send out d?".^ ^m06
Moses Hull, their brainiest and best j 
man, to meet the advancing army.”
Falsehood number two. I never heard clll(„„ ... unL/nn1661'?? An t^ Uulle^ 
of a challenge for discussion being de- Jr r n “’o^enrent
- ’ bv one of our Snlrltualist lee- ^^ Uu a collw-’llon f<»’ this special Dy one oi oui bpiiituanst ice puriKW0 Every medium in the United

turers, and I have had an active expe- ™
rience In Spiritualism for seventeen ROlnA J £/?' ou 11 -dil?'|01i ,On 

I 601ue olher, if more convenient, hold a?ifinlstere beffig shut^n bv our medi Circle and aid la rajBluS the amount re­
ums andbikers T' ’̂ '^ falto’ uow ls rf™’™!-
U^^S bluffs. During my KssT^X  ̂“ ^

AMOUNT THUS FAR RAISED.
“What is the matter with you that you Progressive Thinker . 
will not meet Houston in discussion on Theo. F. Mayer.........  
the subject of Spiritualism vs. Chris- Mrs. H. G. Waterman 
tlanity?” It was reported around town Mrs. E. Breslock.......  
that I had declined to meet him in pub- Jane Polson ..............  
lie discussion. The Spiritualists were R. Cottier............ ' .. 
quite worked up about IL No proposl- Fidelia M. Barrows... 
tion had been made to me, but If made, H. Augir......................  
it would have been accepted in two sec- Mrs. E. B. Frallck.... 
onds. I immediately sent word to the M. H. Ogden......... .. 
“Rev.” gentleman that I could be found No Name.....................  
at my father’s home, and he would only F. Schrawen..............  
have to make one challenge. It never........................................'
came. It was just as well as he was -. - .
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dismissed from bis church “for cause” JUDGE E. S. HOLBROOK PASSES 
within a few weeks and, up to the last jq SPIRIT-LIFE
information I had on tbe subject, he .
had not paid the printer for publishing Edmund 8. Holbrook, an old citizen 
ills book against Spiritualism. of Chicago, died at his home, 4441

Moses Hull has had an open challenge Champlain avenue, at 1 o'clock last
to meet any minister, Talmage pre­
ferred, for years.

“We have already secured thirty or 
forty old mediums who hold certificates 
of membership from all of the state as­
sociations as well as from the National 
Association.” Not true again. The 
National Association has no authority 
to issue a certificate of membership, 
and above all, the constitution provides 
there shall be no individual member­
ships. The membership consists of 
“Spiritualist societies,” not Individuals. 
If the officers of the N. S. A. have given 
certificates of membership to anyone, 
they have violated their instructions in 
every detail and it win take personal 
evidence to make me believe they have 
been thus derelict in their trust

He says Hlinols has not got a state as­
sociation. To' my personal knowledge 
a state association was organized there 
nnd Brother Jenifer was its president 
for a number of years. It is still in’ 
the field and’doing its work. It does 
not bluster quite so much as the Antis 
do, but It “gets there just the same.”

- “Andrew Jackson Davis wrote the 
original Spiritualist Bible.” Thanks! I 
never knew before that the Spiritual­
ists had a Bible.’ I have heard of tt, but 
the fellow who had one was always on 
the other side of the divide, while In 
Stanbnry, Mo. I nearly corralled one, 
but it got away just before I got there.

with every yearly or three months’ sub­
scription ought to bring us 100,000 sub­
scribers. Had you been in this city you 
would have had to pay $2 to hear Mrs. 
Besant’s four lectures, and 50 cents for 
hearing Col. Ingersoll, and yet you are 
offered this (and much more) with ev­
ery three months' or yearly subscrip­
tion to The Progressive Thinker. Wo 
should have on these terms 1,000,000 
new subscribers to Tlie Progressive 
Thinker. Every .Spiritualist should 
now awaken, If ever, aud roll In the 
subscriptions: roll iu tbe quarters; roll 
in the dollars!

Facts Indisputable.
To tlie Editor:—As a few of the great 

number of Spiritualists have voiced 
their sentiments relative to tlie Anti 
faction. I ask small space to ndd an­
other faet as testimony which can aud 
will be vouched for by myself ami a 
goodly uuinlier of prominent Spiritual­
ists of Toledo and vicinity.

During tbe winter of ISIHi J. I). Haga­
man made this statement when asked 
wily he was engaged iu such warfare, 
claiming to expose Spiritualism. He 
said: ‘Tliere is no money In giving pub­
lic spiritual seances. Not enough In it 
for me. it is a very easy matter to get 
into the good graces of’the orthodox 
ministers by advertising tliat Spiritual­
ism Is going to lie exposed. Under tlie 
auspices of a church It is a very easy 
task to secure audience room and at­
tendance by having it announced from 
the rostrum. The ministers meet me 
with a hearty welcome. Their whole 
crowd turn out en masse to hear me at 
a fair price of admission.”

At tbe same time Mr. Hagaman is 
working his adroit scheme, bis daught­
er, who is a strong clairvoyant medium, 
was giving sittings in Toledo and re­
ceiving pay for tier services. Working

Sunday morning. Judge Holbrook was 
born in Grafton, Mass., April 23, 1816. 
His parents were of English ancestry 
and descendants of the earliest settlers 
of New England. Edmund S. Holbrook 
received the degree of A. B. from Am­
herst College in 1839. He was promi­
nent In the anti-slavery movement. He 
became professor of language, belles-

he seeks notoriety as a leader. He 
knows that the orthodox field lias soil 
that can be easily worked; therefore, 
he is sowing tlie seeds of egotism and 
avarice. Selfish results await his fut­
ure. Yours for the truth,

- J. N. YAKES.

“From Soul to SouL” By Emma Rood 
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems 
of thought In poetic diction in this hand­
some volume, wherewith to sweeten 
hours of leisure and enjoyment Price 
(LOO. For sale at this office.

Spiritualist One of 
books on the subject, 
to $1, cloth; paper, 50 
at this office.

"Ancient India; Mb 
Religions.” By Prof.

in succinct form the substance of Ma “Social Upbuilding, Including <jo-op- 
lectures on the Molecular Hypothesis eratlve Systems and the Happiness and 
of Nature; and presents his views as Ennoblement of Humanity.” By E. D. 
demonstrating a scientific basis of Spir- Babbitt, LL. D., M.D. This comprises 
Ituallsm. The book 1b commended to too last part of Human Culture and 
all who love to study and think. For Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For sale
sale at this office. Price 25 cents. at this office,
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Masa. Each of the four did well by 
tfee N. 8. A. My work at Queen City 

. FHHic Interested the people despite the 
fact’ that my visit covered the opening 
week. The rain fell in torrents, but fair 
Sized audiences greeted me, and iny 
Visit netted the N. 8. A. nearly or quite 
twenty-five dollars in money for tbe 
Babe will, and general fund. Dr. E. A. 
ISmith, Mrs. J. E. Thompson, Luellas 
Colburn, Dr, S. N. Gould did all in their 
power to make my stay a pleasant oue.

Harwich, Mass., was my next camp. 
Here I was booked for oue lecture only, 
but I gave two brief addresses iu addi­
tion, and feel tliat a new interest was 
created in the N. 8. A; through my 
work. My visit was made most en­
joyable through the kindness of Mr. M. 
S. Ayer and wife, and Rev. 8. L. Beal, 
the genial president. The financial re­
turns were not large, but sufficient to 
cover all expenses. I have paved the 
way for greater returns from tho work 
that can be done there next year.

I next visited Onset, where I was 
booked for four addresses. Despite the 
inelement weather, large audiences 
greeted me at every lecture. N. 8. A. 
day was very stormy, yet over two hun­
dred people braved the elements to take 
part iu tlie exercises of tbe day, I was 
ably assisted by Dr, Geo. A. Fuller, 
Francis B. Woodbury, Frank Walker, 
W. F. Feck, Ida P. A. Whitlock, Mrs. 
Rachel 'Walcott and Dr. T. A. Bland. 
With their aid, I coUected $285 in cash, 
and received pledges to the amount of 
over $200 to be paid withiu a few weeks 
or mouths. One lady, Mrs. T. H. Bus­
sey, of Waldner, Idaho, gave a lot at 
Queen City Park, valued at probably 
one hundred dollars. The total amount 
received and pledged at Onset for the 
Babe will and general N. 8. A. fund Is 
about five hundred dollars. Every dol­
lar of tills will be paid sooner or later. 
This testifies to Onset’s loyalty to tlie 
N. 8. A., and her devotion to the cause 

r-cf-organization.
Lake Pleasant Camp was my last 

point. Here 1 did but little work. 
Able addresses were made by Francis 
B. Woodbury, Hon A. H. Dailey, Mrs. 
J. 1). Storrs, Edgar W, Emerson, Mre. 
Hattie Mason, Prof. Win. M. Lockwood, 
Mrs. Tillie U. Reynolds, Dr. Dean 
Clarke, J. B. Hatch, Jr., and Mrs. May 
8. Pepper. Under a stirring appeal for 
funds, alwut forty dollars were col­
lected for the N. 8. A, Good work was 
done for the cause of organization, aud 
tlie N. 8. A. materially strengthened by 
the special exercises of this day.

No doubt returns in equal ratio will 
be made by those who represented the 
N. S. A. nt other camps. Secretary 
Woodbury tilled my dales at Lookout 
Motitain, Tenn., and Niantic, Qt. Mrs. 
Richmond went to the Peoria, Ill camp, 
and in connection with Mrs. Loe F. 
Trior, represented the N. S. A most 
ably nt the Northwestern Camp. Prof. 
Willi M. Lockwood t^jk my place at 
Haslett Park, while at yte other camps 
tbe state agents and mlss,\naries of the 
N, S. A. did what they «wM«.for it, or 
the N. S, A. went unrepresented.
• It is evident to my mind that these 
special days nt tlie several enmps is a 
source of great strength to the National 
body. The work done at Onset is au il­
lustration of this fact, and points clear­
ly to wliat can be done at all camps, 
provided the claims of tbe N. S. A. are 
properly presented to tbe people. It is 
Impossible for the president or any one 
missionary lo visit all of tbe eamps. 
No one person can possibly reach more 
than fifteen of them iu one season. 
This will require an extraordinary 
amount of labor, sueh as the average 
speaker or medium is unwilling lo put 
forth. If illite missionaries mid special 
financial agents should be selected, the 
camp work divided among them, nnd 
two sent out together, I feel that a net 
sum of several thousand dollars could 

■$• collected during tlie camp season, 
^djo much stress cannot be laid upon 
tills matter, and 1 earnestly .. ... ..
tliat the board of trustees be instructed 
to take action in tills matter. No less 
Hum eight ih‘1kohs should be specially 
commissioned for this very liniwrlaut 
work.

MISSIONARY WORK.
Of iny own missionary labors I have 

already spoken at length. My work bus 
not been so extensive as in former

because of circumstances toyears,
which your attention will be called

What I said last year on thislater.
point, recurs to me now with double 
emphasis. It is Impossible for one mis­
sionary to do all the work required by 
the rapidly growing body of Spiritual­
ists in this country. 1 feel that tlie 
United States and Canada should be di­
vided into sections, and District Mis- 
Bionaries commissioned to visit all so- 
eleties within said territory, mid to or- 
ganlze new societies wherever practi­
cable. This is tlie policy of other de­
nominations, and their great success is 
ample proof of its utility. It might Ite 
well to have a national organizer in the 
field, ns tlie special representative of 
the N. S. A., but his work should lie 
supervisory, ami not in ihe nature of a 
solicitor of fumis, as iny own Im been 
during tbe past four years. I recoin­
mend that tbe Trustees bo instructed 
to divide the territory as above stated, 
aud Die president directed to nominate 
suitable missionaries to take charge of 
the work.

LOCAL SOCIETIES.
I have nothing new lo offer tqiou this 

^taiportmit question. Some new socic- 
iyik- have been organized, while a few 
that were in existence last year have 
gone down. Tlie same causes obtain to­
day that militated against us last year. 
Phenomena of a questionable character 
to the exclusion of the genuine, are 
called for. mid their constant presenta­
tion weakens Uie cause everywhere. 
Local prejudice, jealousy and inhar- 
mouy yet prevail in far too many in­
stances, and it behooves this honorable 
body to take some action looking lo the 
removal of these evils. One method by 
whieh it can be best compassed is tlie 
settlement of speakers for a term of 
months or years. Il is one of tbe most 
needed reforms lu Spiritualism to-day.

ORDINATION.
Tbis subject has been less trouble- 

Borne than in former years. Only a few 
cases of tbe ordaining fever bare ap­
peared, and those upon whom tbe rite 
was conferred have been worthy and 
well qualified for their work. Tbe gen­
eral uprising against the criminal prac­
tices of former years has bad a most 
beneficial effect It Is still a source of 

; danger to Spiritualism, and will con­
tinue to be so until it is suppressed for­
ever. I recommend that this Associa­
tion shall enter its protest against any 
and all forms of ordination for any 
twiest or clergyman, and that steps be 
at once taken to secure tbe passage of 
laws forbidding any clergyman to trav­
el upon half rates on the railroads, or 
to perform a marriage service, or to ex­
ercise any special prerogative by virtue 
of his ministerial office. This is the only 
logical position that can be taken by 
Spiritualists, and I feel that it will be 
the entering wedge that shall prove the 

<efficlent weapon by which we ean se- 
;<taw the total separation of church and 

«ate. ■ '
V NATIONAL TEMPLE.

Some recommendations were made 
' jpncernlng this Important matter at the

last annual convaoiloa. '^- i gentle­
men, BrotberaT.J.Mayerand B. B. 
Hill, offered to give ten thousand dol­
lars each to a temple fund, provided 
eighty thousand dollars were raised for 
the same purpose on or before January 
1, 1898. This matter was attended to 
by your trustees as per tire vote of the 
convention, by tbe appointment of a 
temple committee, of which Bro. J. V. 
McIntyre, of Washington, D. C., was 
chairman. With the work of this com­
mittee I am not familiar, as I have been 
out of the city almost constantly since 
January 29, of this year. I feel that a 
National Temple is absolutely neces­
sary, and I recommend that it be given 
carefuleonsiderationbythis convention. 
I wrote several philanthropic persons in 
regard to the project, but secured no 
pledges, owing to the hard times from 
which our' nation has been suffering 
for more than five years. All expressed 
sympathy with the work, and some of 
them intimated that they might be in­
duced to do something later.

SCHOOLS.
A little progress has been made in 

this direction during the year. The 
Spiritualist Training School for speak­
ers, mediums and writere has been in­
corporated under- tbe laws of Ohio, and 
is now in active operation. The school 
at Belvidere, N. J., is also in session, 
and Is doing good work. Tire N. 8. A. 
should give both of these Institutions 
its moral support, and assume the lead­
ership in all educational movements at 
the earliest possible moment. I recom­
mend that strong resolutions express­
ing our hearty and unqualified approval 
of the schools now in existence, be 
adopted by this convention.

LYCEUMS.
I can say nothing further than was 

expressed in my last annual report 
upon this most vital question. Several 
new lyceums have been organized, and 
a more general interest is apparent ev­
erywhere in tliis subject After three 
years of agitation, our people ore now 
awakened to the necessity of having 
well equipped lyceums as adjuncts to 
every Spiritualist society in America. 
I am pleased to report progress and feel 
assured that much can be expected of 
this branch of our work tn the future. 
There is yet far too little interest in our 
lyceums manifested by the majority of 
our Spiritualists. Tbis convention cau 
quicken them into new' life, if proper 
measures be taken by It. I have rec­
ommended each year the appointment 
of a National lyceum superintendent, 
and can only repeat the same at this 
point. If some devoted worker could 
be given tills important post, we should 
find one hundred or more lyceums in 
tills country next year, whereas we 
now have about half of that numlier. I 
recommend that this subject be referred 
to a special committee to devise plans 
for the improvement of lyceum work 
and tliat the same be considered at 
length at this convention.

THE FRAUD QUESTION.
I spoke to you at length last year 

upon the topic of mediums and medi­
umship. It is one of the gravest prob­
lems before us to-day. True mediums 
are in greater danger at this hour than 
they have ever been in tlie history of 
our cause. The opponents of Spiritual­
ism are now organizing to crush them, 
while tlie frauds and counterfeits In 
our own ranks are seeking to destroy 
them through tbe plyiug of their nefa­
rious trade. 'True mediumship, is tlie 
chief cornerstone of the great spiritual 
temple, and it must be defended loyally 
by every Spiritualist In order to do 
this, the line of demarkati(}n must be 
drawu between genuine aud spurious 
phenomena. As Spiritualists we cer­
tainly owe it to the world to place only 
tbe genuine spiritual coin in circulation, 
nnd we can make conditions whereby 
only sueh can appear if we will.

The wereredulous ones in our ranks 
need education, aud radical treatmeut 
for their disease. Strangulated mental 
hernia ensued soon after the breach 
was made in tiieir craniums to admit 
spiritual light. They ceased to think 
then and there, and have swallowed 
ihe wildest stories of the marvelous 
without even one grain of salt to season 
the messes of pottage they choose to 
call food. It is well to reflect seriously 
upon this question, tliat no hasty ac­
tion may be taken in the matter. It is 
urged by some that It is not wise to un­
deceive the deluded ones, who are swal-. 
lowing tlie husks of deception aud 
fraud under the impression that they 
lire partaking of wholesome food. If it 
is right to do wrong, then this argu­
ment will hold good, otherwise not. I 
believe some action can be taken by 
tills body of delegates that will prove 
the salvation of this class of people. 
A campaign of education can be begun, 
and brief tracts setting forth the dan­
gers of liogus mediumship, and the 
methods by which all such can be ob­
viated should be freely circulated. Our 
lecturers and mediums should have the 
facts placed before them in tbelr true 
light, for when they are forewarned, 
they are forearmed against every form 
of evil.

I need not repeat the story of last 
year in detail. I only wish to say that 
the places referred io, where tlie para­
phernalia of tlie materializing seance is 
manufactured to order, that the vendor 
of mediumship at so much per head is 
“developing” candidates to prey upon 
tlie unsuspecting and suffering among 
our fellow-men, that blue test books are 
in constant use among the counter­
feit mediums and frauds, against all of 
which 1 here and now enter my em­
phatic and everlasting protest I need 
not particularize at this time, for the 
story is too well known to you all to be 
repeated by me. There is work to be 
done to cleanse the Augean stables, and 
the call Is now for nil true Spiritualists 
to rally as oue man to the work of re­
form. Let us make fraud and criminal­
ity’ odious, so odious that they will be 
driven from our ranks forever. Our 
genuine mediums are in need of our 
loyal support, our deepest sympathy 
and our sincerest affection. 'Hie coun­
terfeiters are the deadliest enemies 
with which our mediums are forced to 
contend. There should be some rule 
established by which the line of de- 
markation between the two classes can 
be drawn. I urge this matter upon the 
convention. I repeat we must do some­
thing for honest mediumship. Better 
conditions for its development should 
be established, and this honorable body 
of delegates should suggest the meth­
ods by which that result can be ob­
tained. The names of the counterfeit­
ers, fakirs and frauds should be pub­
lished to the world. Of course the ques­
tion as to whom shall decide between 
the spurious and the genuine is a deli­
cate one. No man can claim om­
niscience In this matter, nor has any 
one the right to dictate to another what 
he shall say or do. The N. 8. A. recog­
nizes no pope, no dictator, no ecclesias­
tical synod as absolute authority. But 
it does stand for right and truth, hence 
should place people on their guard 
when wrongs and outrages have been 
perpetrated in the sacred name of me­
diumship. . . .

I can but recommend the continuance 
of the black list, and urge that a copy 
of the same be sent to every Spiritualist 
society In the United States and Can­
ada. I would even go so far as to rec­
ommend its publication in the Spiritual- 
1st papers from time to time, as well as 
the issuance of notices in the form of
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circulars, to be potted to tbe hall of 
every society Intlw land, i also rec-
ounnond that a series of. photographs 
of each of these criminals be kept on 
hand, at headquarters, and sent to all 
seeking Information in regard to the 
guilty pretenders. The investigating 
public is looking to this Association for 
protection from tbe villainy of the un­
scrupulous, counterfeit mediums who 
are preying upon the soul agonies of 
their fellow-men. Let us speak with 
no uncertain sound ppon this question. 
It should be discussed at length and 
resolutions that mean something 
adopted aud put into practice by this 
honorable body.
THE NATIONAL ANTI-SPIRITUAL­

ISTIC ASSOCIATION.
At this point the new Antl-Spiritual- 

Istic Association naturally comes into 
view. Brother Moses Hull attended the 
recent National Convention at Ander­
son, Ind., where this association was 
organized, and reported its proceedings 
at length In the columns of the Spirit­
ualist press. Of course, every person 
present to-day has read his report, 
therefore I . need not do more than to 
call your attention to it officially in the 
briefest manner possible. This Anti- 
Spiritualistic body has been organized 
for the express purpose of crushing me­
diumship and through It Spiritualism it-

fthead! /Yhead!
No question but Ihe Progressive Thinker is ahead 

of anything of its kind. Will help circulate it.
. GEO. H. HAYWOOD.

Franklin, Mass.

self. It bad the avowed support of 
2,000 clergymen, 2,000 secular and 200 
religious newspapers to assist it at the 
outset It has a zealous, bigoted and 
unscrupulous class of clergymen and 
Christians behind it. Paradoxical as 
it may appear, I believe we as Spirit­
ualists have given cause for the organi­
zation of this society. It is an actual 
product of our own wanton neglect to 
do a needed reform work ourselves. 
We have not discriminated between the 
true and the false in mediumship. By 
tacitly sanctioning everything that has 
appeared under ihe name of medium­
ship, we opened wide the door to the 
Spiritualistic household, and the fraud 
and the pretender came in unrebuked. 
Our people, ever hungry for a word 
from beyond the veil, grasped eagerly 
at the seeming phenomena, and made 
the pretenders welcome. They were 
honest, but in seeking spiritual sub­
stance, they found the shadow only and 
have hugged the delusion closely to 
their hearts for many years. They bid 
high for the counterfeit and have paid 
for it in tears and suffering beyond the 
power of words to tell.

Out of this condition, and because of 
it has grown the Anti-Spiritualistic As­
sociation. The enemies of Spiritual­
ism, always ready and willing to'strike 
a blow, have discovered some of the 
works of the counterfeiters. It has 
given them their longed-for opportu­
nity. They have hastened to embrace 
it, and the result is before us. Noting 
our criminal indifference to the exist­
ence of fraud aud the ease with which 
we have explained it away, they have 
hit upon the plan of classing frauds, 
fakirs, charlatans and mediums to­
gether, and under the specious plea of 
pro bono publico, are seeking to destroy 
all mediums without regard to their 
moral, spiritual or intellectual stand­
ing. This Is the result of our own folly 
in clinging to the fetich of individual­
ism instead of rallying to the cause of 
co-operative effort many years ago.

Fron] the California Philosopher
To tbe Editor:—Your special edition of October 

23d is a jewel. Tbe lectures by Anoie Besant 
and Col. Ingersoll, with the other matter, should 
make it a grand campaign weapon.

Tbe debate of the veteran Moses Hull with 
Elder Covert, of which you give us a first install­
ment in No. 414, just received, will probably 
shorten the campaign by exhibiting tbe absurd 
weakness of the foe.

CHARLES DAWBARN.
San Leandro, Cal-

Our love of the marvelous Has been 
stimulated until the wonder-bumps 
upou our bends can only be reduced by 
a vigorous rubbing with the oil of com­
mon sense. This remedy can be easily
manufactured through a 
ough organization of out 
legitimate business lines.

This Anti-Spiritualistic

more thor- 
forces upon

organization
raises an issue never before presented 
in a Spiritualist convention. I am al­
most glad that it has sprung into exist­
ence. It will force us to do a work that 
we have been too lazy or too cowardly 
to do heretofore. It should unify our 
ranks, and induce us to become more 
harmonious in our associations togeth­
er. It should cause us to do a little le­
gitimate house-cleaning on our own 
hook, and thereby make it impossible 
for our opponents to attack us indis­
criminately. I earnestly ■ recommend 
this question be discussed at length by 
this convention, and trust that tbe 
united wisdom of the delegates present 
will be such as to give us a sure and 
speedy solution of this question. Our 
opponents mean business. They have 
wealth and influence at their command. 
If we continue to apologize for fraud 
and crime, if we fall to defend honest 
mediums, our cause is in danger, and 
true mediumship imperilled. Let us 
act promptly, but let us temper all our 
actions with wisdom. I further recom­
mend the re-establishment of the home 
circle, and urge that this convention 
take steps to that end. I also recom­
mend that, we take a deeper Interest in 
om honest mediums, and trust that this 
convention will, in its wisdom, devise 
ways by which they can be placed 
above want, and removed from the 
temptation to defraud through a per­
manent income.
. : SPEAKERS AND MEDIUMS. '

I make a special paragraph under 
this heading, because of the importance 
of maintaining a high standard of ex- 
cellenco^pr all of our platform work­
ers. The present Itinerant system is in­
imical to thh progress and social influ­
ence of Spiritualism., The vital energy

of our workers te expended unon ti» 
railroads while th® finances’ at onrloeal 
societies are depleted, by the enforced
payment of the enormous expenses of 
travel. This waste is reprehensible, be­
cause It can be easily rentedied,5tf right 
measures are adopted. There is work 
enough for every speaker and medium 
now before tbe public, if he is but 
given a chance to do it; Tbe .present 
system of changing speakers ev^y Sun­
day, If uot twice in one. day, is the 
cause of the present weak state of 
many of our local societies. Of'course 
the employment of questionable! talent 
is also a crying evil, but the latter will 
disappear- when tbe former condition is 
remedied. ,

The remedy consists in' long engage­
ments for our workers everywhere. No 
one cau do his best work, or exert any 
lastlug influence upon any society 
through one address. He must know 
the people he ministers unto, and can 
only know them as they are by dwell­
ing among them, and mingling with 
them every day. Spiritualism loses 
more than half of its influence through 
tbe itinerant system. Our speakers can 
have no voice In school matters under 
tire present condition, hence jn far too 
many instances, sectarian songs and 
text books are in daily use against the 
expressed provisions of the Constitution 
of the United States. It is tire same

with all local reform work. We lose 
our entire influence through the non- 
settleiuent of our speakers and medi­
ums. I recommend that this convention 
urge it upon our people to employ their 
platform talent for long engagements, 
and Instruct the Incoming board of 
trustees to do all in its power to accom­
plish this desired result

THE JUBILEE.
Pursuant to the instructions of the 

last convention, tlie officers of .the N. 8. 
A. set to work to see if a Jubilee cele­
bration of the anniversary of tbe ad­
vent of Modern Spiritualism was really 
wanted by the Spiritualists of this na­
tion. The responses were such as to 
warrant the appointment of a general 
manager, outside of our board of trus­
tees, to take sole charge of this great 
work. After due consideration, I nom­
inated Mr. Frank Walker, of Hamburg, 
N. Y„ for this important post. Jie was 
unanimously confirmed, .and instruc­
tions were given him to raise ali,neces- 
sary funds for this gigantic undertak­
ing without drawing on the treasury of 
tbe N. S. A. At the close of our first 
quarter, he reported pledges to tbe 
amount of several thousand dollars 
from tlie citizens of Rochester,. N. Y., 
where It was deemed best to hold tbe 
celebration. As Rochester, is eo.closely 
connected with the early history of our 
movement, no one will question’the fit­
ness of the selection, nor wonder that 
it was the unanimous choice of our 
board. I cannot speak of the work of 
the Jubilee in detail. Mr. Walker has 
been eminently successful In raising 
fuuds for tlie great celebration, and 
lias established special departments un­
der the management of tbe most com- 
jxiteut workers In our ranks. Represen­
tative Spiritualists from abroad will be 
present and take part in the convention. 
Other eminent scholars and statesmen 
from foreign lands will send papers to 
be read to tbe assembled thousands at 
Rochester. I recommend that tbe J ubi-

lee be thoroughly discussed by this con­
vention, and that each delegate be ap­
pointed a committee of one to work up 
a local interest in it upon his return 
home. It is a great enterprise, and 
General Manager Walker is entitled to 
the hearty support of Every Spiritual­
ist on the globe In bis endeavors to 
make it a grand success.

HALF RATES.
Tbe last convention directed the 

board of trustees to take action against 
the B. & O. railroad for refusing, clergy 
rotes to Mrs. Rachel Walcott, pastor of 
the First Spiritualist Church of Balti­
more, Md. I went to the proper au­
thorities in regard to the matter and 
found that we had a clear case against 
tbe B. & O. railroad for unjust discrim­
ination against Mrs. Walcdft/ on the 
ground of being a Spiritualist! I was 
called away from Washington soon af­
ter learning the above facts, and have 
been unable to attend to the matter any 
further. I recommend that the question 
be again referred to the board'of trus­
tees with directions to act promptly in 
regard to tire same. "' , _
' SEYBERT WILL ... '

The matter of the Seybeit 'will was 
considered by the board according to 
directions, but no action was’taken as it 
Involved the expenditure ’of - a large 
sum of money upon an uncertainty. 
That the provisions of the will have 
been violated there is no question, but 
there is apparently no redress for the 
Spiritualists, because of the lack of 
funds with which to defend themselves.

THE BABE WILL.
Early la January of the present year, 

Mrs. Mary A. Babe, of Washington, 
D. G., entered spirit-life. When her 
will was read, it was found that she 
had bequeathed five-sixths of her es­
tate of about $12,000 to the N. S. A. 
This fact caused great rejoicing on the 
part of Spiritualists of the United 
States, who saw in this noble act of 
Mrs. Babe’s a precedent that would in-
duce others to follow her example. I strongly recommend this plan to the 
Early in April, distent relatives of Mrs. 1 convention. I believe in It thoroughly,

Babe brought suit ^o set aside the will 
ou the grounds of undue influence and 
unsoundness of mind, alleging as a rea­
son for this claim the fact of her being 
a Spiritualist. The trustee of her es­
tate, Mi-, Theodore J. Mayer, secured a 
stay of proceedings In the tidal of the 
case until the trustees of the N. S. A. 
could be given an opportunity to act la 
the matter. It was found that it would 
take nearly or quite $1,500 to defend- 
the will successfully. I sought .the ad­
vice of the trustees of the N. S. A., and 
began to appeal to the Spiritualists of 
the nation for contributions to a spe­
cial fund for the defense of the will. 
Since April I have caused weekly ap­
peals to appear in the Spiritualist pa­
pers for contributions to tbis fund. Up 
to date nearly or quite $500 have 
been reported. It has been dishearten­
ing to note the lukewarmness of the 
Spiritualists of this country in regard 
to tliis matter. The setting aside of 
this will of Mrs. Babe’s establishes a 
dangerous precedent for the Spiritual­
ists of this nation. It should be de­
fended even if we knew we should lose 
the case, because of the principles In­
volved. Our rights as a people are in 
jeopardy, and we can protect them by 
defending this will vigorously. If 
$700 can be raised by this convention 
to-day, a gentleman stands ready to 
give $300 which will make the total 
amount $1,500, the sum actually needed 
to defend the will. Therefore I recom­
mend immediate action upon .this mat­
ter by this convention.
THE VETERAN SPIRITUALISTS’ 

UNION.
The Veteran Spiritualists’ Union has 

accomplished a good work during the 
past year. It has purchased a home for 
aged and indigent Spiritualists, medi­
ums, and speakers, at Waverly, Mass. 
This purchase involved the expenditure 
of a large sum of money, but It bas 
placed property to the value of at least 
$15,000 in the hands of the Union. It 
is under a heavy mortgage, and eannot 
be used by our people until the indebt­
edness is paid. I recommend that all 
phllauthroplcal work be encouraged by 
this body, and that tjie right hand of 
fellowship be extended to tlie Veteran 
Spiritualists’ Union ta the good work it 
has undertaken at Waverly.
STATE AGENTS AND MISSION­

ARIES.
The work of the state agents aud mis­

sionaries has been especially valuable 
during the past year. Especial mention 
should be made of the work of Col. C. 
H. Stockell, Dr. S. N. Aspinwall, Frank 
Walker, IV. H. Myers, J. B. Haleb, Jr., 
Charles W. Newman, Walter P. Will­
iams, H. W. Richardson, Roland E. 
Webster, M. I. Welch, Dr. O. G. W. 
Adams, Mrs. Ida P. A. Whitlock, Mrs. 
J. D. Storrs, aud of missionaries, Moses 
Hull, Win. M. Lockwood, Allen F. 
Brown, Mrs. Virginia Barrett, Mrs. Loe 
F. Prior, Mrs. E. R. Williams, Mrs. 
Tillie U. Reynolds, and others. These 
two departments of tbe N. S. A. work 
can be made a source of strength to the 
National body, if properly organized. 
I recommend that the incoming board 
of trustees be instructed to confirm no 
one as state agent or missionary who is 
not willing to do something for the N. 
S, A. Many of our former appointees 
have sought N. S. A. credentials in one 
or both capacities, solely for gain to 
themselves. It should be a reciprocal 
relationship, and the two corps should 
be appointed with that understanding. 
I recommend that every missionary ap­
pointed be instructed tliat he or she 
must promise to do some work for the 
National body once every three months, 
and render the returns of the same to 
tlie secretary of tbe N. S. A. in the 
form ot collections or donations. This 
rule should also apply to the state 
agents.

FINANCE.
The financial question is the most im- 

porlant problem tliat confronts t/ils 
body. While other denominations can 
raise thousands and hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars with which to carry on 
their work, we as Spiritualists find it 
difficult to raise a few hundred dollars 
for our work. It is said by many Unit 
the majority of our jieople are poor in 
purse. This is true of sonic few, but 
tlie majority cau be safely said to be 
in comfortable circumstances. Some 
worship at tbe shrine of questionable 
phenomena and refuse to contribute 
even one dime to the platform speaker 
or test medium. One illustration of 
this fact is in point here. A man once 
said: “I have gotten beyond the scien­
tific, philosophical aud religious ideas 
of Spiritualism; I am now on the high­
est plane In the movement, that of ma­
terialization. It is nil there is in it, nnd 
I am satisfied with it I sometimes 
see one hundred forms at a single se­
ance.” Perhaps he does; at any rate 
his money does not go to Spiritualism, 
but to one or two mediums.

None of our people are so poor as to 
be unable to give one dollar per year to 
Spiritualism. The majority of them 
will do it, if they are approached in tlie 
right way. Every Spiritualist cau be 
induced to give up some little luxiiry or 
pleasure for the good of the cause, if 
his duty be properly shown to him. If 
one-tentb of the devotion to Spiritual­
ism were given to it by Spiritualists 
tliat the Catholics give to their religion, 
every city and town of any size would 
soon have a strong Spiritualist society, 
snugly at home in a Temple of its own. 
A few dimes or a dollar each from ev­
ery Spiritualist would do this work. 
Small amounts could be collected in 
tliis way in every community by a de­
voted Spiritualist if he would only try. 
The Catholics try and succeed; we do 
not try, yet blame the Catholics because 
they succeed, and even accuse them of 
standing in the way of our success.

Several methods of solving the finan­
cial problem have occurred to me. The 
mass-meetings can be made a great 
source of revenue, if properly man­
aged os tills year's experience has 
proved. I recommend that good finan­
ciers be sent to every mass-meeting 
whose sole duty it shall be to solicit 
funds in tlie way of collections and do­
nations. Tbe state agents and mission­
aries, if properly selected, can be of 
great assistance tn this respect, hence 
too much care can not be devoted to 
tfhelr appointment The method that 
appeals to me most strongly Is that of 
appointing a number of special finan­
cial agents under bonds if need be, to 
visit from house to house with families 
of Spiritualists, soliciting contributions 
to the N. S. A. From some communi­
ties, where no local society exists, hun­
dreds of dollars can be collected for the 
National body. People can be induced 
to give their mites in this way, whereas 
otherwise they would never think of 
giving one penny to the N. S. A.

These special agents should be sup­
plied with receipt books from the N. S. 
A., and should be paid a commission oil 
their collections. If receipt books were 
supplied them, the stubs would show 
the amount received, and the receipt 
Itself would be the. guarantee of the 
donor that bls confidence was not mis­
placed. If deemed best, the agents 
could be bonded as a further guarantee 
of good faith. I have seen this method 
tried by other denominations, and al­
ways with success. We have the tal­
ent to do this work, and the majority of 
our people can spare a few dimes and
dollars as well as other people. I

and if the right agents or solicitors are 
appointed, in less than two years’ time 
the N. S. A. will have secured endow­
ments of thousands, whose funded in­
vestments will return an ample Income 
to meet all expenses. I also believe that 
the National temple will be the immedi­
ate outcome of this policy if it is 
adopted.

From the foregoing plans, from per 
capita dues, collections, donations, spe­
cial camp-meeting dates, etc., a revenue 
sufficiently large to equip a large num­
ber of missionaries to be sent into new 
territory to organize societies, establish 
lyceums, and carry on an active propa- 
gandism throughout the land. If each 
delegate here to-day would, take an in­
terest in this plan of making collections 
at home, there is no doubt but what ev- 
ei-y person present to-day woud send 
an average sum of twenty-five dollars 
each to the N. 8. A, treasury. If the 
Spiritualists would but realize that one 
dollar each from one hundred thousand 
people means an Immense income, aud 
the salvation of the cause, I do not be­
lieve they would hesitate to give the 
pittance for the good of a cause so dear 
to them as Spiritualism. I hope this 
plan will be adopted. It will obviate 
the almost frantic appeals that we are 
forced to make at each annual conven­
tion to the delegates for funds, and give 
our entire movement a greater dignity 
and standing everywhere, I myself 
collected and turned in over $1,200 dur­
ing the past year.

REFORM WORK.
It is often said that Spiritualists have 

never done anything to further the 
great reform issues of the day; that 
very few of them are engaged in tem­
perance work, in social reforms, or in 
procuring needful political reforms. 
Outwardly this may be true, yet the 
teachings of Spiritualism are sueh as to 
make, every true believer in it a natu­
ral reformer, a true temperance man, 
and a humanitarian in every sense of 
the terms. I cannot but feel, however, 
that the sphere of usefulness for Spir­
itualism could be greatly enlarged by 
engaging actively in this line of work. 
I feel to recommend that greetings be 
sent to Die Congress of Liberal Relig­
ions now in session in Nashville, Teun., 
assuring it and the world of our active 
interest in a more liberal, more humane 
religion for the masses. I also recom­
mend that resolutions advocating tem­
perance in all things, social aud polit­
ical purity, the sanctity of the home, 
the necessity for stirpieulture, and ex­
pressing our utter abhorrence of any 
and all doctrines that favor promiscuity 
of conduct, iu any department of Lie, 
as well as placing the seal of condem­
nation upon the wide spread rumor 
that Spiritualists favor tlie worst form 
of free love known to man. In brief, I 
favor the adoption of resolutions 
pledging ourselves as a people to the 
support of tbe highest possible morality 
for all classes of people.

A SECULAR GOVERNMENT.
The lusistent and persistent attempts 

to put an orthodox God into the Con­
stitution of the United Stall's induce 
me to call your attention to the neces­
sity of action on our part as a people. 
1 recommend that we declare lo the 
world our firm belief iu and support of 
a secular form of Government for the 
United States, and that we favor the 
equal and uniform taxation of church 
property of all kinds. 1 feel Dial we 
should also urge the removal of secta­
rian instruction from our public schools 
and that government or state appropri­
ations .for the support of sectarian 
schools bo prohibited by law. In view 
of the present wide-spread distress, the 
taxation of $3,000,009,000 church prop­
erty would be a great relief to a suffer­
ing people. In tills work, I urge that 
we co-operate with tbe Secularists, 
Freethinkers, Seventh Day Adventists 
aud otiiers who are battling for free­
dom iu religion in and for America.
A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES.

I have been urged by many of the 
leading Spiritualists in America to nsk 
you to consider the question of the 
adoption of a formal declaration of 
principles by this convention. Such an 
action is a most Inqiortant one, aud its 
consequences will be far-reaching. In 
order to secure a proper standing in 
court, or before the legislatures of the 
several states, a formal statement of 
prlnclplesisabsolutely necessary. It can 
be done without uttering one word that 
could be construed to be in the nature 
of a creed. For myself, I have always 
been opposed to creeds, and have as yel 
found uo reason to change my mind. 
If, however, the adoption of a declara­
tion of principles will be an advantage 
to our cause, I should not hesitate to 
approve of such a course. The Unita­
rians have finally been led to the adop­
tion.of a very liberal statement of be­
lief. It might Ite well for us as a rep­
resentative body to do tbe same thing. 
Legally sueh action would be advan­
tageous, but as to the effect upon Spir­
itualism, 1 know not. I ask you to give 
this question your thoughtful attention 
and recommend that resolutions in re­
gard to it be spread upon tlie records of 
tbis meeting.
THE HISTORY OF SPIRITUALISM.

In view of the fact that some of the 
early workers in Spiritualism are yet 
with us in the form, I feel constrained 
to ask you to consider tlie question of 
having an accurate history of Modern 
Spiritualism prepared under tlie aus­
pices of the National Association. It 
will not be many years now before the 
old workers will lie on the other side of 
life. They are with us now enjoying a 
green old age, and can give us first 
hand the true story of those early 
eventful years. That story is too pre­
cious to be lost, and we ought to do 
something to give it in its entirety to 
the world. Mrs. Emma Hardinge Brit­
ten’s work was an excellent one lu 
many respects. It was not quite geu- 
erai enough as a whole, nor does it 
give the history of the past thirty years 
It is important that a fair and impar­
tial history of the movement from first 
to last should be prepared under tlie 
supervision of this National body. I be 
Heve some oue of the old workers cau 
be found to do this work for a moder­
ate sum. Eren if the work is not pub­
lished at present, Its existence in man­
uscript will preserve to us the true rec­
ord of tbe greatest of all religious 
movements tbe world has ever known. 
A work of this kind should be'compre- 
hensive, covering three or four large 
octavo volumes. 11 will take time, 
some money, and no little labor. It 
would be a pleasure for me personally 
to do this work without regard to com­
pensation, If I were out ot employ­
ment But I do not ask for It, or wish 
it for myself. I am anxious to have the 
work done, and will contribute my part 
towards defraying the expenses Incum­
bent upon It. If is the more important 
now in view of the fact that this is the 
semi-centennial of Spiritualism, and I 
urge it upon your considerate atten­
tion. I recommend that the trustees be 
instructed to take this question up at 
their first meeting, and proceed to en­
gage some competent person to under­
take this most important work. I be- 
Heve that such an one exists in the per­
son of our esteemed co-worker, the de­
voted servant of Spiritualism for two 
and forty years, Lyman C. Howe. If 
we give him the post, we know the 
work will be well and faithfully done.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES.
The trustees have worked earnestly

aud harmoniously together throughout 
the year. The fact that the traveling 
expenses of the non-resident trustees 
have been paid by the Association, has 
been of material value to the efficiency 
of their work. They have attended tlie 
meetings regularly, and been enabled to 
devote more time and attention to Asso­
ciation work at home than iu former 
years. It has strengthened the Na­
tional body to a great extent, and I take 
great pleasure in recommending that 
the same policy be continued the com­
ing year.

The vice-president, Mrs. Cora L. V;' 
Richmond has attended the N. S. A. 
mass-meetlugs in Baltimore, Washing­
ton, Lansing, Buffalo, and Nashville; 
she has also attended the state conven­
tions in New York, Ohio and Texas, be­
sides attending to the needs of the N. 
S. A. at some half-dozen camp-meet­
ings, charging only expenses for- her 
services. Our secretary lias not only 
attended to ills official duties in Wash­
ington, but he has addressed the Bal­
timore and Brooklyn mass-meetings, 
tlrree or four camp-meetings, and a 
large number of local societies during 
the year.

Our treasurer, Geo. 8. Cleudaniel, has 
done faithful service for our cause in 
more ways than oue. His influence has 
been quietly exerted in behalf of what 
he felt to be right and just; , 

Trustee L. V. Moulton has attended 
every meeting ot the board; has at­
tended seven mass meetings, and has, 
at great inconvenience to himself, done 
extra labor at a number of camp-meet­
ings for tills Association.

Trustee Geo. A. Fuller has been pres­
ent at every board meeting save one; 
he has attended five mass-meetings, 
aud given liberally of his time, labor 
and means to further N. S. A. work 
among the people.

Trustee Frederick Fickey, Mrs. A. L: 
Pettengill, and Henry Steinberg have 
faithfully striven to render a good ac­
count of their stewardships.

PRESIDENT’S WORK.
It would please me to be able to omit 

this division of my report in loto. My 
record Is one of which I am not 
ashamed, yet I would tliat the story 
could be told by others than myself. I 
have done my best, however, and sub­
mit the record of that work to you for 
your respectful consideration. I have 
attended all of the board meetings with 
one exception. I was too ill to go to tlie 
July meeting of tbe board, the condi­
tion of my head being such as to lender 
it unsafe for me to travel any distance 
alone. During the four years I have 
been your president, I have missed but 
two meetings of the board and missed 
them solely*because of ill-health. I 
have already alluded to my work from 
November 1 to January 29 in specific 
terms. My work from January 29 to 
Marell 22 was of the missionary order, 
and resulted in a great financial loss. 
1 worked in tlie best territory in tho 
United States for fifty-three days, de­
livered seventy-six full lectures in that 
time. I tried hard, but could uot keep 
up even ordinary expenses.

During tlie entire year, I have spoken- 
183 times, and have traveled no less 
than 25,000 miles in order to do that 
work. 1 have attended every mass­
meeting that lias been held in the inter­
est of the N. S. A. with the solitary ex­
ception of tlie oue at Nashville, Tenn., 
twelve in all. 1 have also attended and 
taken active part iu seven state con­
ventions, officiating as chairman at four 
of them and had the satisfaction of see­
ing healthy state associations organized 
in all four of those stales. 1 have had 
splendid support in all my work and 
tbe grand results are due to the com­
bined efforts of our loyal workers in 
these several states. I have accounted 
for nearly $1,250 to the secretary, and 
liave given personal receipts for tbe 
greater portion of that amount. Tho 
expense incident to my missionary 
work, attendance upon conventions, 
etc., has been nearly $700. To tliis must 
be added what 1 paid out for hall rent, 
advertising, stenographer and extra 
talent at the several mass-meetings.

I have published or eausial to be pub­
lished something of interest to the N. 
S. A. in some one or all of the Spirit­
ualist papers, nearly every week. My 
corresiwudenee has been simply volu­
minous. An avalanche of letters has 
fallen upon me every week, a portion of 
which I turned over to Secretary Wood­
bury, but have attended to much of it 
myself. An examination of my flies 
will convince you that I have not been 
idle. From the middle of May until 
quite recently, I have had to contend 
with ill health. I was forced to give up 
lecturing from the middle of June until 
the latter part of July, and after a few 
trials then I found (hat my voice would 
not permit me to use it at all. I man­
aged to fill my engagements at four 
camps,but have had to desist from pub­
lic sjteaking to any extent since Aug. 22.

Early in January of the present year, 
wholly without solicitation on my part, 
I was offered tlie position of editor-in- 
chief of the Banner of Light, in Boston, 
Mass. 1 took tlie matter under advise­
ment for a few weeks, Lading strongly 
inclined to the idea that 1 could uot ac­
cept it. I had made a nnmlar of en­
gagements for the season hi the name 
of ilie N. S. A., and felt tliat I must till 
them. I also fell that I must carry our 
my contract iu full with tlie N. S. A., 
tacitly entered into at our last annual 
convention. Tlie management of tho 
Battuer generously offered to permit me 
to fill all N. 8. A. dates, and to dis­
charge every moral as well as official 
obligation to this body throughout the 
year. Still I was not able to decide 
until 1 had counselled with those whose 
souls I knew to be iu tlie work. From 
many on both sides of life came tlie 
advice to undertake the Banner work. 
This I finally decided to do. and formal­
ly accepted the position about the mid­
dle of February.

Iu making this decision, I was influ­
enced by the highest motives, and 
strong sense of duty. I felt that my 
going to the Banner would relieve tbe 
treasury of the N. S. A. of the burden 
of my salary, which I considered a fac­
tor of great importance at that time. 
Our revenues were being rapidly de­
pleted, and tbo income did not come 
into view as it had in former years. I 
redoubled my exertions in behalf of 
the N. 8. A., but despite all my efforts, 
I could not raise money as I had in 
former years. I felt that a reduction 
of expenses was necessary, and be­
lieved that my plan would be a good 
one. I also felt that I could be of ser­
vice to the N.S.A. in the editorial chair, 
and render substantial aid to organic 
effort throughout the nation. I felt 
that I Could discharge all official du­
ties, outside of missionary work, just 
as well in Boston as in Washington. 
I found that such was the case when 
I took tbe chair of the late Luther Col­
by as It was vacated by his esteemed 
successor, John W. Day, on the 24th of 
M^rch, 1S97. I have attended to every 
official duty most faithfully since that 
date, and kept up Imy Banner work be­
sides.

I now wish to state the conditions 
under which I have worked. I gave 
up my salary as President March 24, 
aid have only charged per diem rates 
for all the time I have spent out of my 
Boston office In the interests of the N. 
S. A. For nil of the work I have done 
in the office for the N. S. A. during the 
past seven months ! have only asked

on page 7.)
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CONTRIBUTORS:—Each contributor
!,s alone responsible for any assertions 
or statements lie may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be­
lieving that the cause of truth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of the 
sentiments uttered in au article may be 
diametrically opposed to his belief, yet 
that Is no reason why they should be 
suppressed. No one person has me 
whole truth, hence kindly feelings 
should always be entertained for those 
.who differ from you.

W. H. Bach writes from Lily Dale, 
N. Y.: Big Bible Stories are in the 
hands of the printer and will wW I>e 
ready for delivery this month, Fifty- 
three pages of proof have already been 
given me for correction. I received a 
personal letter of recommendation and 
encouragement from Ingersoll.”

Will C. Hodge, inspirational speaker, 
is open for engagements in •l“y10^"1,,y 
and on reasonable terpis. It Hl attend 
funerals. Address 08 Ogden avenue, 
Chicago, Ill.

At So. Hannibal, N. Y., October 27, 
occurred the wedding of Miss Ellen M. 
Shedd and Mr. Geo. C. Da Ponta me. 
Mr. La Fontaine is gifted with a fine 
phase of mediumship as a healer nnd 
Inspirational speaker. Tire ceremony 
was performed by Sarah A. M alters, of 
Auburn, N. Y.

Prof W. M. Loekwood is lecturing 
this month at Norwich, Ct., where he 
can be addressed for engagements. 
Address him at No. 21 Fairmount 
street.

L. M. Rose writes from Elgin, Ill.: 
‘‘The cause here is prospering. Mrs. 
L A. Roberts was here last week and 
gave another of her convincing materi­
alizing seances. The First Society con­
tinues meetings regularly Sunday even­
ings."

G W Kates and wife will hold meet­
ings in Titusville, Pa., during Novem­
ber; returning to Rochester, N. Y., for 
December. Address them accordingly.

The Campbell Brothers, slate-writers 
ami spirit artists, will spend tlie winter 
in Chicago and St. Louis. They start 
tor Chicago about November 15, where 
they will remain about a week, and 
thence to St. Louis, and will return to 
Chicago later. They have many dates 
booked already for both cities. Their 
permanent address Is Box 25, Lily Dale, 
N. Y.

C. IL Horine writes that Mrs. Elsie 
Reynolds informs him that she will re­
turn to Chicago for a two weeks’ so­
journ, and will hold seances for materi­
alization. All who feel Interested can 
address him at 508 44 E. Place, to learn 
of times and places that seances will be 
given.

Mrs. L. A. Roberts, materializing me­
dium, has returned to the city and is lo­
cated at 3610 State street.

Hon. Andrew C. Dunn writes: "I 
have just finished reading ’Ghost Land,' 
aud have bison fairly entranced over its 
contents. I never have read a book 
from which I have gained so much true 
spiritual knowledge as from this one. 
Every Inquirer and every Spiritualist 
who desires to know, should read it 
carefully.”

Henry Orsay writes: "A very enthusi­
astic and well-attended meeting of del­
egates to the Southwest Spiritualists’ 
association, took place October 24, at 
the temple of the First Spiritual 
Church of Dallas, Texas, under the 
presidency of It. B. Woods. Resolutions 
were passed looking to the permanency 
of the association nnd a preamble 
adopted setting forth the alms and ob­
jects of tlie society, after which the fol­
lowing named officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: Henry Orsny, presi­
dent, Austin: D. B. Woods, first vice­
president. Dallas; T. B. Harralson, sec­
ond vice-president. Dallas; T. E. Brow­
tier, third vice-president. Ueno; H. Hol- 
ten, fourth vice-president, Lampasas; 
T. .1. Lee, fifth vice-president. Nash­
ville, Tenn.: A. Mayers, sixth vice-pres­
ident. New Orleans. La.; It. C. Travers, 
secretary and treasurer, Dallas; trus­
tees. H. C. Humboldt, Shreveport. La.; 
R. O. Freeman. Little Rock. Ark.; El­
mer Brown. Forrest City, Ark.-, George 
Thompson, Austin. A committee of 
three was appointed by the chair to 
draft a constitution and by-laws and re­
port same at a meeting to lie held on 
Monday evening. October 25. At night 
the little temple ’around the corner' 
was comfortably tilled to hear tbe pas­
tor expound on tho unchristianlike at­
titude of the orthodox ministry towards 
Spiritualism in spite of the Bible, which 
abounds with spiritual teachings."

Mrs. Loe I’. 1’rlor writes from Chatta­
nooga, Tenn.: "1 am in Chntanooga. 
Tenn., for a short time. I have organ­
ized a very nice society here, with over 
forty memlrers. 1 hold two meetings a 
week; Sunday services devoted to lec­
tures, and Thursday evenings to test 
work. The Unitarian ehureli where we 
meet is filled to the doors, with only 
standing room each evening. I am glad 
to report great interest in Spiritualism 
here iu the South.”

Moses Hull is lecturing In Buffalo, 
N. Y., this month. Until after Thanks­
giving he can Ite addressed at 248 
North Division street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
He would like week-day evening work 
during the month not too far from 
Buffalo. He has given up his January 
appointments in New England, and is 
ready to go where he may be called 
for that month. ‘

J. T. Seeley writes: "Having discov­
ered a new way of conversing with 
spirits. 1 wood be much pleased to have 
the same appear in your valuable paper. 
It consists simply of a lead pencil at­
tached to the leg or indicator of the 
small planchette fable, which writes 
messages very nicely.”

J. IV. Ring writes from Galveston, 
Tex.: ‘The cause Is moving ou very 
nicely in the city by the sea: excellent 
music which is so beneficial: good­
sized, audiences of Interested thinking 
people, with the writer as pastor.”

Emma J. Huff, the corresponding 
secretary of the Southern Cassadaga 
Camp. Lake Helen, Fla.. 1ms returned 
from her northern trip and will answer 
all letters of inquiry concerning tbe 
camp aud coming session of 1898, com­
mencing February 0.

M. W. Lyman writes from Spring­
field. Mass.: “Mrs. M. S. Tepper, of 
Providence, president of the Rhode Isl­
and Association of Spiritualists, and 
one of the best platform test mediums 
In the world, has been here two Sun­
days, October 24 and -31, at the hall of 
the First Spiritualist Society. She had 
very large audiences, and her lectures 
>nd tests were very convincing to the 
Many strangers and skeptics present, 
Harrison! D. Barrett, of Boston, will 
lecture here November 7 and 14, and 
Dr. C. W. Hidden, of Newburyport, 
Mass., November 21 and 28. -The lyee- 
um and Ladies’ .Aid are flourishing. 
The Church of the Spirit has resumed 
'meetings. Carrie F. Loring, of Brain­

tree, Muss., was advertised to speak for 
them October 31, and Airs. Carrie E. S. 
Twing, for November.” -

Airs. Mund Lord Drake Is in Beatrice, 
Neb:, entertaining the Spiritualists with 
her splendid lectures and tests.

Mrs. Carrie Miller writes: "I must 
compliment you on seeming Mrs. Annie 
Besant's lectures. They are fine.”

G. W. Kates writes from Rochester, 
N. Y.: “The First Spiritual Church of 
Rochester, N. Y., is making progress. 
The meetings have been well-attended 
during October, A-hail has been leased 
by the trustees and will be furnished 
by the Ladies Helping Hund Society, 
and we will have a home where we 
can meet at all desired times. That is 
a» advance step beyond having a hall 
for Sundays only-; but we shall hope 
that the birth city of Modern Spiritual­
ism may ere long have an edifice dcdl- 
cated to the cause. Mrs. Kates and 
myself are being earnestly supported in 
our efforts to develop a representative 
society here, and trust that no one will 
further seek to place any barrier in the 
way. We need help, and trust such 
shall be freely given, that there may be 
here a working force that shall be oble 
to meet all demands this year of 'jubi­
lee. We need every possible help for 
the fiftieth anniversary celebration, 
tliat we may be capable entertainers 
during the jubilee to follow. W,e trust 
all friends of the cause, at least In 
Rochester, may rally now around the 
banner of truth and progress.'

A. F. Hill writes from Boston, Mass.: 
“Tlie debate at Boston on the subject, 
‘Resolved, that the Materialization of 
Disembodied Spirits is a Fraud,’ seems 
to be progressing favorable to Spiritual­
ism. Not many with knowledge of ma­
terialization has taken part in the de­
bate. At first I quoted from histories, 
showing that materialization had an 
Important ancient history. The most 
educated of our opponents admitted 
(hat my position ou this point was im­
pregnable.'

Mrs. Ella Gibson Magoon writes from 
Davenport, Iowa: "Dr. Magoon and 
myself have been meeting with good 
success in this city for a week past. 
We have been lecturing and doing tine 
seance work with Interested audiences 
In the ’Tri-City' vicinity. Many people 
from Rock Island and Moline have been 
in attendance, and bestowing active in­
terest In the work.”

Benj. F. Prouty writes from Provi­
dence, R. 1.: "I see that your special 
correspondent in Washington, during 
the National convention made an error 
Jn tlie report in saying that Mrs. Nellie 
Palmer Ressegue was president of the 
Rhode Island .State Association. The 
officers of this association are as fol­
lows: Mrs. Muy 8. Pepper, of Provi­
dence, president; S. K. Doe, of Paw­
tucket, vice-president; Benj. F. Prouty, 
of Providence, secretary; Geo. C. 
Pierce, of Providence, treasurer; J. R. 
Bailey, of Woonsocket, Ida P. A. Whit­
lock, of Providence, aud Samuel Mer­
chant, of Woonsocket, directors. Or­
ganized October 6, 1897.”

Geo IL Brooks lias just closed a very 
successful six weeks’ engagement with 
the Unity Society of Milwaukee, Wls. 
He left the society on a good founda­
tion, and it will continue to do a good 
work. Ho goes to Lansing, Mich., for 
two Sundays In November, to com­
mence bis missionary work for tlie 
Stale, and if the friends there will no­
tify him at once of their desire for him 
to come to them, he will make arrange­
ments us soon as possible for comply­
ing with their request. Address him at 
present at 129 River street, Lansing, 
Mich. Mr. Brooks says: "Come, friends, 
let us work with a will for the upbuild­
ing of our cause."

Jus. Dixon writes that tlie First Spir­
itualist Society of Homestead, Pa., has 
opened its meetings again. October 20 
and 27, Lyman C. Howe was speaker. 
Mr. Titos. Wisdom, of Mt. Washington, 
Pa., is speaker, and Airs. Gillard, of 
Fair Haven, Pa., test medium for No­
vember. ■

Dr. M. Muehlenbruch has just closed 
bls engagement with the society at 
San Jose, Cal., and goes now to San 
Francisco. He lectures, gives tests 
from tbe platform and psychometric 
readings. He would like engagements 
with eastern societies after the month 
of March next. Address him at Box 
118, Oakland, Cal.

Geo. W. Johnson writes from Fresno, 
Cal.: "Spiritualism is to me tbe most 
sacred of all isms. I received my first 
lesson in Indiana In 1850. Rode horse­
back twenty-six miles to get it from a 
writing medium; received a letter from 
my brother who had been In spirit­
world twelve years. He signed bls 
name in full and gave mine. 'Titis wits 
n stunner to me, and since then 1 have 
been an Investigator and dear lover of 
the teaching, when it comes from the 
higher intelligences, freed from adul­
terations and frauds so common these 
times.”

D. L. Carpenter writes from Fort 
Wayne. 1ml.: "It seems that some of 
our orthodox friends think that, tlie 
Anti-Spiritualist society have only to 
sound tlie death-knell of Spiritualism 
and announce tbo funeral and then pro­
ceed to bury it. Now if they think tbe 
cause is dead they would have- been 
sadly disappointed if they had wit­
nessed the largo audiences that attend­
ed Brother J. Frank Baxter's lectures 
at the First Spiritual Society ou last 
Sunday evening, and at a benefit given 
by film on Wednesday evening. It was 
a decided success. Brother Baxter as 
a lecturer and test medium, is one of 
lite best we have ever had upon the 
rostrum of this society. His tests are 
clear and to the point. Spiritualism is 
quite a lively corpse, notwithstanding 
the evidence of the ‘antis’ to the con­
trary.”

Airs. Thomas AI. Locke writes as fol­
lows in reference to the Philadelphia 
Spiritualist Society, Handel aud Haydn 
Hall, Sth and Spring Garden: “Airs. C. 
Fannie Allyn is serving this society 
this month with great success. She Is 
an earnest, active worker, and never 
wearies In her efforts to aid the society 
that employs ber. She is a true human­
itarian and practices what she preaches. 
She takes great Interest in the children 
and in lyceum work. All societies wish­
ing au effective worker would do well 
to employ ber. We opened our meet­
ings in September and our audiences 
have been steadily Increasing since that 
time. The officers of this society are as 
follows: Thomas M. Locke, president; 
Samuel 8.. Wheeler, first vice-president; 
Charles Haminar, second vice-presi­
dent; Airs. Thomas M. Locke, treasurer; 
Glir Her. GeFrorer, secretary;. Mary R. 
Galloway, historian,”
'Dr. J. W. Briggs writes of the good 

work going on in Cincinnati. The First 
German Spiritualist Society conducts 
its exercises In German. J. J. Bfonnet 
is president. The Philosophical Society 
meets at 14th and Central avenue every

ij«w;^M^ .
Prof, Ernest TUe Union Society meete 
In-Odd Fellows' Temple, 7th and Elni 
streets, at 8 p. m. The Ethical Spirit­
ualists meet at Gth and 'Walnut. Mrs. 
Greeuemeyer serves the society in An­
derson, Ind., tbe month of November, 
aud Richmond, Ind., iu December. A 
circle is held every Thursday afternoon 
at Douglas Ilall, corner Gth and Wal­
nut, Mrs. Kopp and Mrs. Meyers, ■me­
diums. First Spiritual Endeavor So- - 
eiety meets at Ideal Hall 632 Madison 
avenue, Covington, Ky., every Sunday 
afternoon. ■

Air. C. E. Winans, the materializing 
medium, is now located at 918 Fourth 
avenue, South, Minneapolis, Minn., 
where all moil should be addressed 
relative to engagements.

Dr. Adah Horman (nee Sheehan) will 
serve the First Association of Philadel­
phia, as speaker, for the month of No­
vember. She will lie at Lima, O., for 
tlie Sundays of December. Week-night 
engagements in the vicinity of above 
points can be bud by addressing her at 
3217 Hewson street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
or Elsinore Gate and Russell street, 
Cincinnati. O. The Doctor has some 
dates open. Would like to correspond 
with societies. .

8. W. Fain writes: “Yes, I attend 
meetin', and every sermon I hear shows 
me more clearly the absurdities of or­
thodox doctrine. They fire it Into the 
Spiritualists and witch-craft, and still 
have the pleasure of knowing that there 
Is a hell’prepared for the sinner, where 
he ean bask iu the warmth of fire and 
brimstone, and where the saintly old 
mother can look down from paradise 
and pleasantly smile at her wicked sou, 
us he writhes in eternal misery.”

D. P. Shattuck, M. D., writes: “The 
Progressive Thinker is read with Inter­
est at our home every week. I enjoy 
the many good articles it publishes and 
wish that more of our friends could en­
joy the same.” .

F. Jackson writes: “Mrs. Frances 
Ruddiek is doing a grand work in 
Jonesboro and Marion, Ind. She is a 
tine independent slate-writer.”

Secretary writes from Cincinnati, O.: , 
“The Ethical Spiritual Society of this 
city wh|ch was duly Incorporated and 
opened Douglas Hall in September with 
Air. and Mrs, Ricker as lecturer and 
mediums, has been very successful. 
Mrs. Ricker gives her tests with e^es 
thoroughly blindfolded, and it Is most 
convincing to all who hear her, as no 
one ean fail to admit tliat It must be the 
work of an unseen power and not her 
own. She Is a grand medium for a 
grand control, and is growing every day 
in power both as a lecturer and test me­
dium.”

Mrs. D. L. Druliner writes: “There is 
a greatly needed movement on foot in 
Chicago. It is the establishment of a 
mediums’ home in Chicago. The move­
ment is under the auspices of the La­
dies’ Charitable Aid Society, of which 
Mrs. C. II. Horine, of 508 44tb Place, is 
president, and Mrs. C. Dpmlny, of 5832 
LaSalle street, Is secretary. It includes 
all Chicago societies and all Spiritual­
ists. The organization meets every 
Wednesday at 2 p. m., at Airs. D. L. 
Druliner's, 93 Bowen avenue. Either 
of the above named ladies invite corre­
spondence from any nnd all that feel 
interested in the movement."

G. C. Love, the talented speaker from 
Oregon, writes: “On tho 15th of this 
month I will go to DeKalb and Syca­
more, 111., remaining until the 20th. 
During my stay in Chicago I have lec­
tured and followed with tests on. two 
Sunday evenings for the Church of the 
Students of Nature, their pastor being, 
absent from the city. They have my, 
best wishes for all tliat Is for the best, 
and I hope they will yet become so 
strong in numbers that a larger hall 
will be found necessary. I have visited 
and helped as best I could the Univer­
sal Spiritual Church on 63d street and 
Stewart avenue. I have attended a 
number of meetings of the First Socie­
ty of the South Side, where my short 
talks and tests were well received. 
Will be glad to answer calls from those 
desiring my services. Address me at 
54 South Sheldon street, Chicago, Ill.”

Airs. F. A. Logan writes: "The Insplr- 
ers have made It possible for me to re­
sume the Cirele of Harmony in a com­
fortable, quiet, sunny hall? right over 
the progressive lyceum, in Pythian Cas­
tle, 009)4 Market street, Sau Francisco. 
As In years agone I trust to tho angel 
world to send those who vibrate with 
my spirit in the sphere of harmony to 
participate in the deliberations, and 
true to their trust we have tbe right 
talent in music, and s]teech to have on 
each occasion, a soulful, spiritual feast. 
Sunday last Miss L. Al. Cummings, of 
Boston, gave the opening address, on 
vibrations nnd spiritual illumination. 
Many others participated in the exer­
cises. I intend that the Circle of Har­
mony will meet at the same time every 
Sunday from 11 till 2, iu the sameplace, 
whether we are In the form or only iu 
spirit.”

Dr. Alarcottc writes: “We wish to no­
tify our many friends and Spiritualists 
in Chicago and elsewhere, that we are 
now permanently located in the lovely 
Carlyle Flats on Cottage Grove avd- 
nue. Having met with so many mis­
fortunes in Chicago the last seven 
weeks, we could not do our work prop­
erly. With the assistance of our many 
friends, we are now able to work as 
before. We would be pleased to bear 
from all outside friends. Chicago 
Spiritualists and investigators are re­
spectfully Invited to call. Mrs. Alar- 
cotte gives sittings daily. Consultations 
In French, English and German. Stella, 
the wonderful child trance medium, 
gives sittings daily,”

The next regular meeting of the Band 
of Harmony of the Church of tho Soul 
will be on Thursday, November 11, at 
the home of Mr. nnd Mrs. J. W. LeSuor, 
No. 84 North 52d avenue, near the ter­
minus of the Lake street elevated. A 
special programme has been prepared, 
and all interested are cordially in­
vited.

G. F. Perkins writes: “I opine your 
enterprise lu publishing the debate in 
full between Moses Hull aud W. R. 
Covert will do more to open the eyes of 
tbe blind than any or all the articles 
upon tbe ancient occultism of Hindoo 
Jugglery, or even accounts of marvel­
ous manifestations, etc. This is an age 
of talk, a time of animated pictures, a 
day of comparison, when opinion must 
match opinion. I wish a million copies 
of this debate could be published and 
sent to nil the brainy ehureli members 
and liberals, as a missionary tract.”

Mrs. Lizzie A. Koch writes from An­
derson. Ind.: “The Madison Avenue 
Temple Society had for the month of 
October, Mrs. Eva Pfunter, of Indian­
apolis. She delivered some very fine 
lectures to good bouses. It did not 
seem as if the fighting parsons bad 
done ps much damage. I believe Airs. 
Greenameyer, of Cincinnati, Is to serve 
the society for' November. We bare 

• three good trumpet mediums here and 
they say they turn people away, for 
they have so many to sit for.”

The Beacon Light Spiritual. Church 
will discontinue the afternoon, meetings 

; on Sunday, and conduct only the even­
ing meetings at 7:30, and Thursdays'at 
2:30 p. m., at 617 N. Clark street, for a 
few weeks, owing to the engagements 
of Mr, Perkins at Joliet each Sunday 
morning, " ' - \ .

F#W»WlwM 
; Engw.

- I BUILDING UP.
Seeing tha’t the critics, “higher” and 

otherwise, il'ave about pulverized the 
dogmfc of tliS Infallible Authority' of the 
Bible,o and are most successfully dem­
onstrating fee human authorship and 
impeffectipt& of that book, the time 
has tome: When our aim and effort 
should be 15 clearly present the spirit­
ual philosophy on its merits. Whatever 
excelWncies'lhe past has had, 
"Thedlving present contains them all
In tlie spirit that molds the age.” 

WHAT IS WANTED 
on all sldqs, is, demonstration of the 
basic facj—jsph’it-communion—and phil­
osophic presentation of the great spir­
itual principles which are involved in 
Spiritualism.

' EXPOSITORY LECTURES, 
which embody the teachings and reve­
lations of Spiritualism, are greatly 
needed. The world requires the com­
forting thoughts and stimulating ideas 
of the glad tidings of man’s natural 
spiritual existence here and hereafter, 
and tbe Spiritual Philosophy (which 
deals with life and its duties, explains 
spiritual involution and evolution, and 
sets forth the spirit’s progressive ex­
periences on this side and beyond the 
grave), when simply and clearly stated, 
is calculated to win the approval of the 
thinkers and students who are trying 
to solve the riddles of consciousness, 
and man’s moral and spiritual experi­
ences.

. THE NEW TIME
is demanding new interpretations. The 
old theology, philosophy and science are 
all In the melting pot.. Whatever was 
true; good and beautiful in them will 
remain; the dross will be east out. It 
Is for Spiritualism to take the refined 
gold and give it a new setting.

OUR PRESENT DUTY
is to show the better way. To apply 
our knowledge, our inspirations, to con­
structive ends. The iconoclastic labors 
of fifty years have opened the way to 
the builders. What is to occupy the 
ground?

LET THE DEAD PAST 
(with its ruined unities and isms) bury 
its dead, be it ours to march Into and 
take possession of the promised land 
and erect thereon the Temple of tbe 
Religion of Humanity. Let us cease 
from railing, and try our hands at help­
ing.

THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT 
is the Gospel of Love, of forbearance, 
of sympathy, of personal purity and up 
rightness. -Can we not invito everyone 
to join us,: to partake of the feast of 
reason amibow of soul?

■TO THE MATERIALIST, 
we c$i say Spiritualism offers you 
wbat you it&d—evidence, facts. Come 
apd investigate and see for yourself. 
To th^ mourner We call say: Dry your 
tears and be comforted; you can re­
ceive- ^aplisnial benedictions and in­
spiring ministrations from those you 
love. ...Why. seek ye the living among 
the debd?

■ TOnTHE PESSIMIST
we caul say [ The spirit is monarch Iu 
the realm of mind; as a man thinks so 
is he. Turnabout, my friend, face tbe 
sun instead ^f looking at the shadows. 
Be cl$erfu|; look at the good things 
aud beauties of life, and see the light 
immoral shining, even through the Val­
ley ot''pyani, t<M6bW to' glory even 
the sombre and autumnal tints of tbe 
physical reglm.

TO .THE SECTARIANS
we can say: Cease your babbling—be 
still and hearken, and know that In­
finite Goodness and Wisdom are eter­
nal, that Life is Divine, and the spirit 
everlastingly pure and true. Let the 
broken tablets of stone (the creeds and 
ologies) lie where they have fallen. Tbe 
living God has graven his commands 
on the Spirit, in our very nature, aud 
no man is shut off from knowledge of 
Him, from His inspirations, from His 
kne.

TO OURSELVES
we can say, it is our duty aud high call­
ing to let the light shine before men-- 
that we, by our fidelity, sobriety, gen­
tleness, sympathy, and fraternal help­
fulness, may see that we have walked 
and talked with angels, aud have been 
benefited thereby.

TO BE CONTENT AND HAPPY, 
Use “Garland” Stoves and Ranges.

Mrs, Reilly's Verified Dream.
Mrs. Rachel Reilly arrived in New 

York lately from England on the 
steadier St. Paul, with her daughter-in­
law, Mrs. Thomas Reilly, of St. Louis. 
The two went to tlie Washington Hotel, 
to await the coming of Thomas Reilly, 
tho son of one of the women and the 
husband df the other. Reilly bad left 
his old mother in England a year ago, 
and bad sent his wife to bring her to 
this country, where she was to make 
her home with them.

On Monday Reilly had not appeared 
as expected, and the wife, much agi­
tated, told the hotel manager that she 
feared something had happened to him, 
as she had dreamed early Sunday 
morning t|iat she saw him in a terrible 
accident, nnd reaching out to her, call­
ing for help. Reilly was among those 
killed In tbe train wreck near Garri­
son’s, width occurred about the hour of 
his wife's dream.

fttiW^
don, England.

PREYING. ,
We quite understand the desire of the 

Catholic Church to recapture England. 
She is the centre of a wide empire, and 
the richest country in the world. The 
priests pray for England iu the hope 
that they may yet be able to prey on 
England. '

CONFESSION.
Josephine Coquard,' who stabbed the 

Abbe Menard, cure of St. Medard, 
Paris, is unmarried, and is said to have 
pestered the Abbe for the last three 
years with her eases of conscience and 
wild declarations of love. Confession 
sometimes proves a trying ordeal for 
both penitent and priest.

HIS DUEL.
The Archbishop of Vienna having in­

terceded with the Pope on behalf of 
Count Badeni, on account of his duel, 
the Papal absolution was sent by tele­
graph. Without it the Count must 
have been excommunicated, and 
doomed to Davy Jones’ locker.

THE REV. MR. HAWEIS 
has been facetiously earnest on the sub­
ject of church collections. According 
to the Dally News, he last Sunday 
brought his congregation perilously 
near to an explosion of laughter. After 
stating that Christians did not worship 
copper, but sometimes worshiped gold, 
he bethought himself and acknowl­
edged that they sometimes sacrificed 
to the god of copper in church. There 
was a sanction in the Christian records 
for copper tribute in the story of tlie 
widow's .mite, because she gave all she 
had. Tlien he added that it sometimes 
seemed to him that he had been preach­
ing to a church full of widows.

REVOLT OF THE CLERGY.
It was with dreadful alarm that we 

turned over the pages of the Nineteenth 
Century to read “The Coming Revolt 
of the Clergy!” by the Rev. Heneage 
Jebb. What outburst of revolution 
was to be expected from our magnifi­
cent army of sky-pilots? Would the 
State, the bishops, or only society lu 
general, be overturned? Happily, we 
discovered nothing but a country cler­
ic’s grumble, that he had not benefited 
as he expected under the Agricultural 
Rotes Act. It is only a parson consid­
ering his own pecuniary interests. We 
breathe again.

AT THE CHURCH CONGRESS 
there was lamentation at the decline 
in the supply of curates. The sky-pllct 
business is still fairly attractive, deed­
ing little brains and less work. But It 
Is not esteemed as formerly, and young 
men of talent will not choose a career 
in which they must either be dull or 
dishonest.

To the Spiritualists of Indi­
, ana.

Kind ^'riduds:—It is my desire to hear 
from eVery locality in tbe state where 
a society of Spiritualists can be organ­
ized and chartered with tbe National 
Association: It requires at least seven 
members tb get a charter and every 
place wteJe that number or more can 
be found,’There ought to be a society 
formed,laud when the state is thorough­
ly organized, circuits should be formed 
and mediums and speakers set to work 
on therrii,-one following the other on the 
rounds?thereby saving much of the 
enormous expense of traveling long dfs- 
tances. 'hs Ife now the case; I would 
also llk^to'see quarterly meetings car­
ried on In every county or district, for 1 

' believelu thereby greater enthusiasm 
would De cteated and more and better 
work b^’doiie.

Will parties' Interested please write 
me, giving full particulars as to the 
number of ' Spiritualists (their names 
and addresses), In their respective lo­
calities, and the number that will unite 
lit forming a society; also what they 
can do to help us to come and organize 
and charter them with the N. S. A.?

■ Let us hear at once from every local­
ity in the state where a society can be 
formed.

Address-me for the month of Novem­
ber at Rochester, Ind. Home.address, 
416 Newland avenue, Jamestown, N. Y.

■ : . . E. IV. SPRAGUE.
Missionary and special financial agent 

for tbe NJ S. A.

From Light, London, Eng.
SPIRITUAL CREATIONS.

Very few days pass without our be­
ing challenged to "Justify the ways of 
God to man” in presence of the miseries 
of the world. It is never au easy task 
to accept the challenge, aud we ques­
tion whether any one could accept it 
and come off a perfect conqueror. Wbat 
an apparent tragedy life seems-at 
times! and if we follow it up to "ortho­
doxy’s” bitter end—an everlasting bell 
—the tragedy becomes the horror and 
scandal of tlie universe.

TO BEGIN WITH, 
much of the seeming misery of tbe 
world is not misery. Everything is rel­
ative to the recipient, whether it is a 
bad smell, or the loss of a great battle, 
or the absence of any provision for next 
week’s rent. What would madden one 
man, used to a certain standard or 
diode of life, is a matter of no [larticu- 
lar concern to another.

EVERYTHING REALLY TURNS 
upon our notion of tbe sort of account 
that is being kept, and tbe time of Ils 
closing—and upon what is being
worked out on this distressful side of 
life. Certainly out of it have grown the 
very best parts of our great heritage— 
and the very finest parts of human na­
ture itself. No struggle, no man; uo 
struggle, no delight of victory; no 
struggle, no hope, no real Joy. Even 
art, literature, music, poetry and all 
that mighty world of emotion for which 
Shakespeare stands, owe most to that 
which lies the nearest to tbe heart-ache 
and eVen the heart break of the world.

GOD IS MAKING MAN,
and this is His method—for all we 
know, tho only method—certainly the 
only method that seems compatible 
with man's freedom and self-reliance, 
ns a naturally progressive being. This 
Is a view of the cose which is but sel­
dom taken, and yet It seems so obvious. 
The reason why tills view is not taken 
Is that we are enormously In bondage 
(o two grave sources of error—that, God 
is a person in our sense of the word 
"person,” and that God is able to do all 
things, nnd is absolutely free to do as 
He pleases. We call these "grave 
sources of error."

IN A VERY EXALTED SENSE.
God Is a person, but we have got no 
standard of measurement by which wc 
can postulate Him. Ills personality, be­
cause it is so absolutely high and so 
purely spiritual, is beyond our compre­
hension and our ken; so that it Is not 
right for us to discuss His doings from 
the standpoint of personality as we 
know it.

AN ERROR, TOO.
is It to say that God can do all things. 
He is not superior to mathematics. He 
could not cause 3 and 2 to lie arithmet­
ically 7. Neither could He area to-a 
seif-poised creature of a given kind 
without tlie necessary experience and 
discipline. Neither can He transcend 
the laws of His own universe. He can­
not contradict Himself. An error, also, 
is It to say that God is absolutely free 
to do as He pleases. He is not In tbe 
slightest degree able to be unjust or to 
bring confusion into natural law. Even 
If He raised tbe dead, it would have to 
be in harmony with some deep law of 
life-otherwise old Chaos would come 
again; aud Chaos would be no cure.

PROCEEDING FROM THIS.
It is easy to see that the world's his­
tory could not have been otherwise 
than It is; that man’s liability to err 
and to suffer could not be otherwise 
than it Is; that the road by which hu­
manity is marching toward its goal 
could not be otherwise than it is.

A

From Mager of Light, THE WORLD BEA
Melbourne, Australia.

NATURE’S DIVINE REVELATIONS, 
In the present issue we reprint from 

The Bunner of Light an article by a 
veteran Spiritualist (Mr. E. Giles, of 
Boston)ouAndrew Jackson Davis, with 
special reference to his original work; 
"Nature’s Divine Revelations,” which 
we have several times referred to as 
the basis of the Ilarmonial or Spiritual 
Philosophy. When referring to it last 
December, we gave a series of its affir­
mations, aud showed that they pre­
sented a sound and philosophical basis 
on whieh to erect a substantial and har­
monious system; involving, as there 
suggested, one continuous round of evo­
lution, from the monad to the highest 
celestial spirit.

* THE SPIRIT WORLD.
In previous articles we had referred 

to the evolution of suns aud planets, 
and we now purpose to present what 
tjie seer discloses in reference to the 
spirit-world and the state of man after 
the change called death. First, he as­
serts that a man begins to die from the 
time he reaches physical maturity: tlie 
spirit is continually developing and ex­
tending its faculties and putting them 
forward as feelers into the higher 
spheres, As the body gradually be­
comes incapable of performing the 
offices required by the spirit, the hold 
of the latter is loosened, and when the 
moment of dissolution occurs the sen­
sation, or clothing medium of the spirit, 
becomes its form, corresponding with 
the physical tenement it lias just va­
cated but free from its infirmities.

ANY STRUGGLE
or contortion in death is uot necessarily 
an indication of pain, but rather of the 
effort of disengagement.

THE PLACID SMILE 
so often observed at the last is the re­
sult of the pleasant impression pro­
duced by the realization of the im­
proved conditions manifest to the open­
ing spiritual perception.

THE SPIRIT SPHERES.
He describes the spirit spheres ns 

containing all the beauties of the nat­
ural sphere combined and perfected, In­
creasing in refinement and beauty in 
each ascending plane.

THERE ARE GARDENS
in which he says: "All flowers, and 
even their leaves, are observed as so 
many voices proclaiming the beauty of 
interior perfection, and the Infinite 
source from whieh they sprang. Every 
plant, flower, bird aud tree is perceived 
and appreciated as the express creation 
of Divine love and Divine action.” That 
is to say, that the love of God Is more 
clearly and distinctly visible in his 
works (ban in the mundane condition. 
Everything teaches a lesson, Instruc­
tion and admonition are not derived 
from speech, but from action and rep­
resentation.

FIELDS OF THOUGHT.
He observes that spirits were en­

gaged lu exploring the field of thought, 
and searching deeply into the causes of 
things; and thus they learn of love and 
accumulate wisdom; nil Is activity and 
Industry.

IN THE HIGHER SPHERES 
there is more of contemplation; spirits 
often find It difficult at first to realize 
that they are what is called "dead,” all 
about them appearing so real and natu­
ral; it seems to them that they are only 
transferred to a country they knew not.

THE HARMONY OF NATURE 
appears like music, though it is sensed 
through the eyes rather titan the cars, 
nnd conversation is carried on by 
thought rather titan speech.

MUTUAL ATTACHMENTS.

SERIES ONE AND TWO. 
BY LILIAN WHITING.

’ ------------ rrTr^ig

AFTER HER DEATH.
THE STORY OF A SUMMER, 

BY LILIAN WHITING. ;i

Pervaded with pure and beautiful spirituality Of 
thought. Instructive and helpful to all who love and 
seek the higher nnd finer way# of apirltual experience.
Trice, #1.00. Fur bale at this office. '

WORKSOFJ.M. PEEBLES
1. Critical Review of Rev. Dr. P. E. Kipp’s Sunday 

night Sermons against Spiritualism. Price 15 cent?,
2. Hell.—A critical review of Rev. Dr. P.E. Kipp's 

sermon upon “What Is Hell?” Price hi eta. . .
3. How io live a century and grow old gracefully. 

Price 25 cts. •.
4. Immortality and our employments' hereafter, 

with what a hundred spirits, good anil evil, say of 
their dwelling places. CTuihtl.Uh paper W cis: post­
age 15 CU. •

5. Magic.—One of the series of lectures delivered 
by Dr. Peebles before the medical class of the Coilego 
of Science in Sau Fr aucisco. Price 10 cU.

5. Beers of the Ages —Ancient, Medieval and Mod­
em Spiritualism- This volume, nearly 400 pages, 
traces the phenomena of Spiritualism down to Christ's 
time. Price #2.00; postage 12 cts.

7. Spiritual Harp. A collection cf vocal music for 
tbe choir, congregation and social circles. Cloth #2.00; 
full glR #8.00; six copies #10.00; 12 copies #10.00; post­
age |4 cts.

8. Spiritualism defined and defended. Being an 
introductory lecture delivered in the temperance hall, 
Melbourne, Australia. Price 10 cts.

A Tbe Soul, and I to pre-existent state. Price 10c, 
10. Jngcrsollism or Christianity—Which? Price 15o 
H. The third journey around the world—Studying 

nations, races and their religions. In search uf truth, 
nearly ready for the press-over 500 pages. Price 11.7^

For sale at (bls office.

RIGHT LIVING
- BY -

SUSAN H. WIXON, _
Author of “Apples of Gold/’ “All la & Lifetime,* 

“Tbe Story Hour,” “Summer Days at Onset,” 
“Sunday Observancc,” etc., etc.

“Living la an art, a method of expressing great 
conceptions: In fact, tbe highest method, the noblest 
of tbe arte.’ —Thomas Staub King.

This book gives an admirable course of study la 
ethics, and supplies a long-felt want of an ethical 
text-book especially adapted to tbe comprehension of 
children, us well us older persons whom It ta wisely 
aud appropriately designed to interest while teaching 
them valuable ethical lessons.

The author shows a wise practicality iu her method 
of teaching the miuclplca of ethics. She illuBtrulai 
her subject with many brief narratives and anec­
dotes, which render (be book more Interesting and 
more easily comprehended. It 1s especially adapted 
for use In children's lyceums. lu tbe hands of moth­
ers and teachers it may be made very useful. Young 
and old will Ue benefited by It. It Is a most excellent 
book and should be widely circulated.

CONTENTS!
Right Living. What la Morality? What is Ignor­

ance? Knowledge tbe Great Treasure. Concerning 
Education. Conduct; or Right Doing. Virtue, tha 
Illuminator of Life. Prudence, an Economy of Life. • 
Wiiat Know Ye of Justice? Fortitude a Noble Foa- 
aeiwlcn. Temperance aud Intemperance. Is tbo Via 
of Tobacco Dangerous? Cultivation uf Individuality, 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, idleness, An­
other Kame for Loss. Industry, tbe Staff of Life. 
Value of a Trade. Recreation a Necessity. Gaines of. 
Chance. Truth and Falsehood. What is an Oati?or 
the Wurth of a Promise. Fraud a Crime. The Polson 
of Slander. What Is Hypocrisy? Conscience, OP 
Moral Sense. Selfishness, the Menace of Society. 
Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Life. 1b Reverence 
a Duly? Self-Reliance. Self-Control. SeM-Re#pect. 
Foolish Pride and Silly Prejudice. Anger, the Dis­
torter. Tbe Angel of Forgiveness. Observation a 
Great Faculty. Perseverance, the Friend of Man. 
Punctuality, a Promoter of Surcesa. The Difficulties 
of Life. Temptation, the Demon on the Highway. 
Habit, Second Nature. Power of Will. Courage, a 
Necessity to Rlgtit Living. In Regard to Concealed 
Vice. Beautiful Charity. Fidelity, tho Giver of 
Strength and Honor, Value ot Wealth. Avarice, Not 
a Means to Life's Best End. Good Nature, One of 
Life's Best Blossoms. Reason and Free Inquiry, 
Free Speech. A Free Press. IHghts of Animals. 
Rights of Children. Human Rights; or the Equality 
of Mun. Mural Cleanliness. Politeness—The Gentle­
man. Politeness—Continued — The Gentlewoman. 
Best Society. Progress; ur Enlightenment. Wisdom, 
Price, Cloth, $1. Sold at this Office,

THE COMING

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.

The good'are heaven's peculiar care.
-Ovid. I” to ' . ' ‘

“Human Culture and Cure, Marriage, 
Sexual Development, and Social Up­
building.” By E. D. Babbitt, M. D., 
LL.D. A most excellent and very valu­
able work, by the Dean of the College 
of Fine Forces, and author of other im­
portant volumes on Health, Social Sci­
ence, Religion, etc. Price, cloth, 75c. 
For sale at this office. .

‘‘Who Are These Spiritualists and 
What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
40 pages by Dr. J. M. Peebles, the well- 
known author. Price 15 cents. For 
sale at this office.

"Nature Cure.” By Drs^M. E. aud 
Rosa C. Conger. Excellent for every 
family. Cloth, ?2. .

Here is a sentence which when real­
ized should bring comfort to many: 
“One more important truth it Is well to 
relate; and that is, that those who for.u 
a mutual attachment while on earth, 
which is pure and true, continue to pre­
serve nn affection for one another 
throughout Hie spiritual spheres.” And 
if one lias progressed further than the 
other, tlie one possessing wisdom will 
pervade and cultivate the love of the 
other, until their natures become assim­
ilated and they are fully suited to asso­
ciate with each other. Parents who 
love their children on earth continue to 
love them hereafter.

FORMER EXPERIENCE.
It was also perceived by the seer that 

tlie former experience of every person, 
both male and female, Is treasured up 
In memory, from which they win ex­
tract representations of wiiat they pre­
viously knew or experienced. Every­
thing Is indelibly impressed on the 
memory, and is mirrored forth wl:h a 
vividness proportionate to the strength 
of the impression; disagreeable remi­
niscences are depicted in the depths 
and concealed from the view of any 
other being by tlie prevalence of tlie 
more pleasant experiences which are 
frequently recalled, but it is only as 
this preponderance exists that they can 
be kept from intruding themselves.
THE PICTURES OF SPIRIT LIFE 
which are graphically described by the 
seer are exceedingly beautiful and con­
sistent: they comprehend the unfold- 
ment of the many faculties of the in­
terior man that spiritual invest Iga: ion 
aud psychic science have during (he 
past three or four decades been mailing 
manifest to mankind, but whieh were 
unknown at tbe time the revelation 
was given.

SPIRITUAL DISPENSATION.
Furthermore, that the modern spirit­

ual dispensation was distinctly fore­
seen by him. as shown in tbo following 
extract: "It is a truth tliat spirits com 
mune with one another while one Is in 
the body and tlie other In the higher 
spheres, aud this, too, when the person 
in the laxly is unconscious of the in­
flux, aud lienee cannot be convinced of 
the fact: and this truth will ere long 
present itself in the form of a living 
demonstration, and the world will hail 
with delight the ushering in of tliat era 
when the interior of men will be opened 
and the spiritual communion will be 
established.”

Since the advent of
MODERN SPIRITUALISM 

a vast amount of evidence lias accumu­
lated corroborative of what was re­
vealed by or through Andrew Jackson 
Davis, and tending to demonstrate tbe 
continuity of individuality, memory, af­
fection and sympathy with those left 
behind: and that psychometric Impres­
sions adhere to the soul as well ns to 
the physical organism, the latter l>eliig 
proven by the fact that-autoiuatlc writ­
ing received from an Individual spirit 
when submitted, without any clue to its 
source, to psychometers in the body 
elicits the character of the spirit who 
instigated it, and in some instances the 
name. Instances of the latter aro-glven 
by Hudson Tuttle, Professor Buchanan 
and other reliable authorities.

BY BURTON AMES HUNTINCTOli.

Tbla excellent book ts written tn tbe Interest of hu­
manity, of Hbvriy. and of patriotism— a book written 
fur the purpose of calling attention to the deadly 
dangers Hint beset u* on every side, and inure espe­
cially to the boot lie altitude and (be taaldloun wiles of 
an ever present, tboiigb secret, unscrupulous foe— 
tbe Catholic*. Washing tun’a words of warning. 
Lincoln's apprehension and tbe prophecy of General 
Grant are all Included In the volume. Archbishop 
Rvan, of Philadelphia, in a recent sermon said: "Tbo 
church tolerates heretic# where she Is obliged todd 
bo. but sho batea them with a deadly hatred, and 
linen all her power to annihilate them. Our enemies 
knowhow she treated heretics In the Middle Ages, nnd 
bow she treats them today where she has the power. 
We no more think of denying these historic facia than 
we do uf blaming the Holy Ghost and tlie princes of 
tbe church for wbat they haie thought Ot tu do.’* 
Every oue thunld rend thia work. Paper, 300 page#. 
It will be scut, postpaid, fur fifty cents, For sale at 
this office.

" THE MEDIUMISTIF
Experiences of John Brown,

The Medium of the Rockies, with an introduction by 
PROF. J. S. LOVELAND.

This book should he In the bauds of every one Inter* 
eated tn Spiritualism.

Chapter 1. Notoriety. Early Mediumship. Chantel 
2, The Heavenly Mansion. Chapter B, Removal ta 
California; Return of HU Guide. Chapter 4. Remark* 
able Teats. Chapter 5, Uis Work as a Healer. Chap* 
torii. Leave# the Body Chapter 7. VMi to tbe Splnp 
Land. Chapter H. Metin'h Fred by Spirits to Comma 
ntcatr Row to Cvmlm t * Circle. Chapter 9. Mhce) 
Ianroui Article- Chapter jo. A Strange Expcrienca 
Chapter It, Rmmirkable Manifestation of Spirit PohA 
er. Chapter 12. Nvw Ki|m Hencea— Illustrative Of 
Propin Ue vision”. t'lm'Uer 13, The First Bresk in 
the Atlantic Cnb> Sh«»un to Juhn Brown. ChaptW 
14. fliseen Opp'mttton Chapter It. OiR-podrtda.

For sale at ibis ulik'.. Heavy paper cover, prlCO 
oenta.

~ THE KNOWN LIFE'
-OF-

Jesus Christ
-BY­

NICOLAS N0T0VITCH.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

Since tbe writing of the New Testament no book ba# 
appeared of as great imi*<>mnce to Christianity as 
the Vnknown Life of Jksvb Christ.

This volume, written by the dlpcoverer of tbe manu­
script. contains a thrilling account of tbo privation# 
and penis encountered in hip search for 1^ a literal 
translation of the original manuscript, and lastly * 
critical analysis of what It contain*.

This work contains 185 neatly printed irges, and I# 
published un the IimsIr of combining chcopaew aM 
excellence. Price, neatly bound, one oauur. Fcper 
cover, price 25 cents postage 5 cents.
Address thia ojjicc, 40 Loomis St,, OAoCOffO, I7L

joys Beyond the Threshold
A SEQUEL TO •

THE TO-MORROW OF DEATH.

BY LOUIS F1GUIER.

•The PhUbgopliy of Spirit, and the 
Spirit-World.” By Hudson Tuttle. A 
most able and Interesting presentation 
of a most important subject. Every 
Spiritualist and every Inquirer Jnto tbe 
proofs and philosophy of Spiritualism 
should have this excellent book. Cloth 
IL For sale at this office. ’

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.
THE TOMORROW OF DEATH wm wrtten to 

develop tbe Idea of tbe principle ot the permanence 
of the human soul after death, and its reincarnation 
In a chain of new beluga, whose successive link* are 
unrolled tn the bosom of etberlal apace, “Bktoxd 
tub Threshold*’ continues on tha same Unes, en­
larging and expanding tbe Idea by reasons and con­
siderations drawn from science and philosophy;claim* 
tag that tbe certainty of a new birth beyond our 
earthly end Is tbe best means of arming ourselvee 
against all weakness tn tbe presence of death, and 
that the help offered by acleoce and philosophy to that 
end Is far superior to that of any of the existing re­
ligions. From beginning to end It 1b Interesting, en­
tertaining, instructive and fascinating, and whether 
one accents It all or not, much will have been learnei 
and much pleasure enjoyed ta Its perusal Price#1,9: 
For sale at this office. ’ < i

ALL ABOUT DEVILS.T
Or, an Inquiry as to whether Modern Bplrltuallmi 

and other Great Reforms ooine from HJs Satanic 
Majesty, and His Snboidtuatcs ta the Kingdom uf 
Darkness. 60 pages. By Moses HviX. Price, 15 cewfe 
For'ala at this office. .
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QUESTIONS 
£ ANSWERS |

A MODERN MOT
A Sharon Artist Photographs a Celestial 

Visitor Who Has Been Dead 30 Years.
A NUT FOR THOSE VERSED IN THE OCCULT 

SCIENCE TO CRACK—ALL THE PARTIES CON­
CERNED PERSONS OF THE HIGHEST MORAL 
STANDING AND NO POSSIBLE CHANCE OF 
COLLUSION OR TRICKERY. -
During the past fifty years, since the advent of Modern 

Spiritualism through the agency of the phenomena first 
given by the Fox sisters, and Hom thence down to the 
present day there has perhaps not been an event wrapped 
in more profound mystery than the experience of N. E. 
Coombs, the well-known East State street, Sharon, pho­
tographer. •

Mr. Coombs is not anxious to proclaim what hap­
pened from the housetops, as it were, but related the in­
cident to your reporter some days ago while in private 
conversation, with reference to a book on Spiritualism, 
written by A. B. Richmond, the well-known criminal 
lawyer of Meadville, and one who stands second to none 
in his profession in legal acumen.

Since then we visited Mr. Coonf1i§ with a view of geL 
ting his consent to the publication of the facts and with 
the full assurance that the names of the family in ques­
tion would not be brought before the general public, he 
consented. The story related in its simplicity is this: 
The artist referred to was called into the country to pho­
tograph the old homestead of one of the best-known fam­
ilies in Western Pennsylvania and which stands high both 
in the social and financial scale. They, as a household, 
are positively without reproach and as far removed from 
a belief in the occult as it is possible to' be; and yet what 
we are about to record has set them to thinking that pos­
sibly there are more mysteries in heaven and earth than 
were ever dreamed of in the philosophy of Horatio. 1

But to our story. Mr, Coombs repaired to the scene 
of action and got the family in such positions as they de­
sired and touched the button and the action of light and 
the chemicals did the rest. He returned to his studio and 
when he developed the negative in his darkened room, 
where the actinic ray of sunshine or light, is not permit­
ted to enter, he found not only the portraits of those who 
were present in the flesh, but a well-defined shadow of 
one who, while he doubtless was present, was yet an in­
visible accompaniment, at least so to those who are in­
capable of seeing clairvoyantly. The photographer, as 
was the contract, finished his work and submitted it to 
the family, who instantly recognized the spirit picture 
as being a correct representation of their, aged grand­
father, who had passed peacefully in the fullness of years 
to the great unknowable beyond more than thirty years 
before. Prior to his death his usual place, when the 
weather was fine, was in his arm chair on the very porch 
where the family sat when the negative was taken by our 
Sharon man. Back of his accustomed place is a window, 
the panes of wliieh are still the same, barring, perhaps, 
a few accidents, aud all are of the old 8x10 or 10x12 pat­
tern peculiar to the days of Auld Lang Syne. It is upon 
one of these window panes that the shadow picture of 
the venerable patriarch is printed in the picture, and 
when compared with an old daguerreotype, which is still 
in the possession of the family, is a correct likeness even 
to his peculiar manner of tying his necktie. There is 
not the slightest doubt of it reflecting the old man’s feat­
ures, and|that there was a possibility of the camera taking 
in its scope a portrait on or in the house, that is impossi­
ble, as but one picture of the dead man exists and that 
encased and hidden away in a chest of drawers only to be 
brought out at intervals in loving remembrance of the 
departed. All our readers can readily see why the family, 
desire that their names shall be withheld and as that can 
neither add to nor detract from our story we will keep 
that portion of the incident inviolate, although Mr. 
Coombs is at liberty to reveal the names to his friends.

That such tilings have happened before is claimed by 
many, but here is a ease that admits of no charge of trick­
ery neither on the part of the family nor the photogra­
pher, for he never saw either the old gentlemen nor a 
picture or likeness of the subject, of any kind whatever.

The latter afterward returned to the house and exam­
ined the window carefully as possible, but all subsequent 
experiments failed to produce like results, or the faintest 
semblance of what liad transpired before.

It is a well-known fact in photography that the camera 
reveals many details that pass unnoticed before the keen­
est eye. For example, millions of minute stars have been 
photographed, which could not be detected by the eye, 
though assisted by the strongest lenses. The spokes of a 
rapidly revolving wheel are readily separated by its ex­
treme sensitiveness, where the mortal eye can see only the 
rim.

This, to our readers, is perhaps not as lucid an explan­
ation as could be desired, but it is not our purpose to at­
tempt to explain that which has puzzled the most pro­
found scientists and which has baffled the most honest 
and astute investigators.

What we Iffiw related can possibly be explained in the 
course of years/but at this time even the advocates of 
Spiritualism declare they can not account for the phe­
nomena, much less undertake to enter into a detailed 
demonstration from cause to effect. It is due both the 
public and also Mr. Coombs to say that he is not a be­
liever in Spiritualism, having never had any experience 
along that Jine except that related herewith. He has the 
reputation here, where he has done business for many 
years, of an honest man, not given to vagaries or the 
stuff that dreams are made of.—Pittsburg (Pa.) Leader, 
Oct 26, 1897.

i S<A. CWElllriONI
(Continued frpm page 5.)
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HUDSON TUTTLE.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous let- 
•ters. Full name and address must be given, or the letters 
will not be read. If the request be made, the name will 
Hot be published. The correspondence of this depart­
ment has become excessively large, especially letter's of 
.inquiry requesting private answers, and while I freely 
give whatever information I am able, the ordinary court­
esy of correspondence is' expected.

.HUDSON TUTTLE.

'. C. P. B.: Q. If all life comes from antecedent life, 
and spirit organism continues to hold its organic form, 

■ will not the source of life and spirit, in the course of time, 
become exhausted? ■ ...

? A. The process of individualization of spirit will stop 
. long before there is exhaustion of material or force. The 
J>lan of creation is not to convert everything into intel- 
ectual entities. This may be considered an unsupported 

■ assertion, and as having no authority except that of the 
■ spirit intelligence who gave it, yet there are'parallels in 

the forms of physical life. Nature stopped the produe­
tion of the immense eaurians of the Saurian Age, al­

; though there was abundance of material, and the mam­
’ ’ moth perished, while the conditions for its multiplication 
^__were the same they had been when he roamed in immense 

herds over the plains.

Baron J. Milios, Austria: Q. Is the soul (spirit) of a 
new-born infant immortal in case of death? I am of the 

.. opinion that immortality begins only with the acquire­
' ment of the full consciousness of the “ego,” which a new­

born child could not possess.
• A. “A spirit is not necessarily immortal, but can be­

‘' come gradually extinguished, like a lamp burning for an 
< indefinite time and then going out. Sneh is the fact with 

the lower races of mankind. They exist after death, but 
' with them there is no progress, no desire for the immortal 
. ftate, and slowly, atom by atom (of their spiritual sub­

.- stance) is absorbed into the bosom of the universal spirit­
- ether, aa the spirit of the animal is immediately after 

■ death. If it be asked at wliat age the spirit of man re­
tains its identity, it may be said in reply, that no certain 

. date can be given, for that depends on the development 
' t>f the parents.”—Psychic Science.

, J A Reader: Q. What is tlie difference between a ma­
' Serialized form and an etherealization?

■ / A. Etherealizations are the shadowy forms through
• which objects appear distinctly. Materializations, where 
■ the more substantial qualities belonging to physical mal- 

■ . ter are manifested.
< Z,', This subject has been fully discussed in a preceding 

. . number of The Progressive Thinker.

T. M. Rooney: Q. Recently a slate-written message 
-‘ . Bent me by a medium in St. Louis, was signed E. V. Wil- 
\ eon. I am unacquainted with the name and ask who he 
■^ is, and what did he do in earth-life?
"‘ ' \‘ A. E. V. Wilson was well known to the early Spirit- 

uaiists, as a medium and lecturer. He was probably one 
of the most distinctive characters of the first advocates.

■ Fearless, uncompromising and direct in his methods, he 
was feared by enemies whom he unmercifully criticised. 
He was an iconoclast, proud of his strength to destroy.

^’ P. R.: Q. Are not mediums who are immoral better 
than none?

A. He who stands representative of the dead, and 
’ their mouthpiece to the living, ought to be the best and 
? the purest. The idea entertained by some leading Spir- 

. itualists that it is desirable to convert to the belief in 
. Spiritualism, even by manifestations that are fraudulent, 

. Baps the foundation of the philosophy, and is the parallel 
■' of the teachings of the church fathers, that it is laudable 

to lie for Christ’s sake. “If you were thirsty would you re­
fuse water if brought in a soiled and broken pitcher?” 

- Yes, if a clean and whole one could be had for the asking. 
; Mediumship legitimately leads to a higher life, and its 
• debasement is by its prostitution to sordid gain and eelf­

ish ends. Charity covers a multituci of sins, but it is 
false sympathy wliieh spares the off<ader at the untold 
cost of the innocent. The putting f/ward of one known 
to be depraved and unprincipled, Jr wanting in moral 
character, as a trusted medium, and recommending him, 

’ is a crime against Spiritualism and its believers.
... . The words of James Burns, editor of the Medium, one 

of the most devoted of men, who sacrificed his life in his 
efforts to extend a knowledge of the new philosophy, are 
as timely and true now as they were years ago when wriL 

■ ten. He wrote of one Walker, whom Dr. Peebles intro- 
■ duced to him, after this pretended medium went to Eng­

land to escape from the notorious Toronto affair in which 
his partner in iniquity lost his life.

Knowing his character, Mr. Burns screened and rec- 
onimended him. He soon had cause for regret. His 
remarks on this dereliction to duty will deeply impress 
many who have committed the same error in their charity 
for the short-comings of mediums.

“Now, we fear that in screening this man, and charita- 
v^bly giving him a chance of working further mischief, we 

; .committed a grave fault, for which we have been most 
■ vigorously punished. Several others we treated in a sim- 

liar lenient manner and they all faithfully joined Walker 
in his attack upon us. It is really hard to know what is 
right in such matters. It seems cruel to expose the sins 
and faults of others; for no one is perfect; and the best of 
us would not like to be turned inside out. Again it ap­
pears to be highly injudicious to promote the professional 
career, in Spiritualism, of bad people. Our twenty years’ 
experience teaches us that such mediums go from bad to 
worse. Mr. Peebles picked up three gutter waifs and 
made spiritual apostles of them; and the result has been 
more harm than all the good Mr. Peebles’ spiritual work 

. has accomplished. We have to some extent helped in 
this work, and with the very best of motives; but had we 
committed the crimes imputed to these persons, and stood 

- the demands of the law in respect thereto, we could not 
have suffered more bitterly than we have done for long

1 years; and it is not all over yet.”

LIFE 18 LOVE.

: C. L.: Q. Can you explain the cause of prickling vi­
brations which go over me at times in waves? Some­
times when talking with a medium friend, we both feel 
the waves simultaneously, and so strongly that the tears 
start in my eyes.
-A. These are indications of a highly sensitive organ- 

Um, and. rightly cultivated, will give mediumship of a 
■ .r^e order.

i :A. C.: Q. For what purpose is the metal Uranium 
; n&d? ■

; A,, Uranium is a somewhat rare metal, resembling 
Tiron in color; tarrnshing yellow in the air. It has no"use 
^as a metal; but as an oxide it is used as a coloring for por- 
1 celain and glass, imparting a beautiful greenish-yellow 
fluorescence which nothing else can give. :

Where can we go that love is not?
What desert or what sea

Can keep us far from that bright star 
’ That guides our destiny?

Oh! oft I heai' an answering voice 
To mortal sense unknown,

While thought, a queen with royal mien, 
Builds her enchanted throne-

Out of the things that men despise 
She reareth tower and dome,

And ’neath the skies their turrets rise 
And sliine a perfect home.

Out of the little tilings of life,
Smiles, tears, and deeds out-wrought,

She budds-wiih care her temples fair, 
By angel artists taught.

Out of ihe little things of earth 
She buildeth things sublime,

But the grandest life is born of strife, 
Tliat comes like the winter’s rime—

In the midst of darkness, or like storms 
When wrathful winds sweep by.

And trooping clouds hang low like shrouds 
O’er the face of the midnight sky.

Out of the changing hopes and fears 
Abd the schemes^hat men pursue.

Are the pictures made in light or shade­
' Of life’s dissolving view. ..

. Seminary,-Belvidere, N. J- BELLE BUSH.

A crowd always thinks with its sympathy, never with 
j|p reason.—W.B. Alger.

Noble women oft do great deeds in humbleness.— 
Genian motto. . . .
* Hypocrisy is the necessary burden of villainy, affecta­
tion, a pit of the chosen trappings of folly.—Johnson.

the Association $15 for myself, and $50 
for a stenographer.!: This does not 
compensate me for ithe work I have 
done at night, the articles written apd 
published in the interest o£ the N.;S. 
A., nor for the oyerrpxertion made to 
keep up with the wwik. I do uot utter 
this statement as a cftmpiaiht, but sub­
mit It as an explanation ,of what f 
must now mention. J have drawn no 
salary from the N. S«fA. since January 
17, 1897, nor have I been compensated 
for my loss of tlmq at conventions, 
mass meetings and camps In N. 8. A. 
work- All of my expenses are yet un­
settled, while my receipts are in band 
ready for the N. 8. A. treasury as soon 
as my accounts are audited.

I have given the N.“S. A. credit for 
all of my Sunday earnings from Marcli 
24 to October 3, eleven in all. On these 
eleven Bundays I have received in 
round numbers $200 for my work, and 
I have only charged $5 per Sunday 
against the N. S. A., giving it $145 net, 
while in reality I was drawing no sal­
ary from it I ask the privilege of sub­
mitting my yearly receipts and expen­
ditures to the auditing committee, with 
the added privilege of making a per­
sonal statement to the, committee, I 
do this in view of the fact that I have 
been charged with drawing a double 
salary—one from the S. 8- A., and the 
other from the Banner Of Light I have 
done double work, but J have only had 
one salary since March 24, a salary 
smaller than it would' have been had 
I been able to devote my whole time to 
editorial work.

Of the value of my work, in behalf of 
the N. 8, A., since 1 have been con­
nected with it I leave it for others to 
say. Since going into the Banner office 
1 have sought to create an.interest in 
organization throughout, the world. I 
have served you for four years to the 
best of my ability. I hqve made mis­
takes, but have sought, ^agerly to rec­
tify them when discovered. The N. S. 
A. has had my best thought, my sincer­
est devotion. I have often set aside 
personal interests for the sake of the 
N. S. A., and during those four years 
I have traveled far and wide, an ag­
gregate distance of 100,000 miles, and 
have spoken 050 times in its interests.' 
I have only missed two,hoard meetings 
in that time, as before'stated. I ask 
the closest scrutiny of iny record as an 
official, and request that my frlejids 
and enemies be given an opportunity 
to look over tlie work actually done.

During my four years' service, I have 
been forced to contend with ill health 
to some extent. I regret this deeply, 
as I could have done far better work 
otherwise. I was in a very critical 
state during the past season, but I wish 
to say now that it was not my work in 
my two-fold capacity that made me 111. 
I could have stood that wor^t, had 1 not 
been exposed to menial and physical, 
suffering that can never come to me 
again. It is due me, tie N.-S. A., and 
the Banner of Light tljSi this statement 
be placed on record. If I Eave failed 
to do my duty by tlie Association, it 
has not been from anjrwllful Intent. I 
have tried to do right—tried to push tlie 
N. S. A. to the front, and ask only that 
reward that is giveu honear effort and 
sincere devotion to principle.

REVIEW OF THE FIELD.
The past year has bepa a rtultful one 

in spiritual progress. Inve|pgatlon is 
rife, and as an organized body, Spirit­
ualists now have an opportunity to do 
a great reform work In' tlie world. We 
must give the world kJ!'tpi; tfqtlj We 
possess, and open ,thp flobr wider to 
the reception of new and higher truth 
from tlie other side of life. The N. S. 
A. is tlie proper Instrument through 
which this work ean be done.

We have purchased the library of ihe 
late Prof. A. E. Worthen, State Geolo­
gist of Illinois, also a number of valu­
able books now out of print, at a total 
cost of $92. We have scattered our 
tracts broadcast, have sent our mission­
aries Into new fields, and have pushed 
the work everywhere with voice and 
pen. Such missionaries as E. W. 
Sprague, Mrs. tee F. Prior, Mrs. E. A. 
Bedell and C. W. Taylor have made 
records of which they may well lie 
proud. I need not specialize their work: 
its results are known to you all, and 
we should give “honor to whom honor 
Is due.” .

Mrs. G. S. Clendaniel and Mrs. Fran­
cis Dingman represented the N. 8. A. 
at the National Mother’s Convention, 
lu compliance with tlie vote of the last 
convention. Secretary Woodbury and 
Mrs. Richmond were our delegates to 
tlie National Convention of the Secu­
larists.

The Scandinavian Spiritualist, The 
Medium, The Dawning Light, Philo­
sophical Journal, Light of Truth, The 
Progressive Thinker and Banner of 
Light have been the firm supporters of 
the N. S. A. throughout the year. No 
one realizes more fully’ than I do tlie 
aid these journals have rendered us. 
The Spiritualist press will unitedly sup­
port a straight-forward business organ­
ization. We must not forget the sec­
ular press at this time. It has been 
uniformly just and fair. The Associ­
ated and United Press' Associations 
have given our great meetings due no­
tice, and have spoken jcourteously of 
our efforts and workers, Let us re­
member that we can have the friend­
ship of the press so long as we deserve 
IL .

We have not accomplished any mira­
cles during the past year. We have all 
done our very best, and we render to 
you to-day the accents of our steward­
ship. We claim that the,work has been 
well and successfully done. The strin­
gency of the times has hurt us, but 
your officials have done their conscien­
tious duty and rest the case in your 
hands. The N. 8. A. is a potent factor 
in Spiritualistic work, .and should be 
loyally sustained. It is the Moses to 
lead Spiritualism to the,-“Promised 
Land” of righteousness,, and will be a 
safe guide so long as It, is-true to the 
truths of pure Spiritualism.,

Last October Mr. J. ^.Francis, the 
genial editor of The Progretisive Think­
er, published the report of the Presi­
dent of the N. 8. A. in ifull, and made 
up a special edition of fils excellent pa­
per containing it This special issue 
he caused to be circulated widely 
throughout the country. uFrom tbe 
many thousand copies disposed of, Mr. 
Francis hoped to places, that report be­
fore 1,009,000 readers. >v I disposed of 
3,000 copies of that edition myself. Mr. 
Francis did this at bls qwn option, 
without even a hint from tlje N. S. A. 
officials that suctea step- would please 
them. I feel especially grateful to Mr. 
Francis for this great effort and sacri­
fice on his part. It gavsethe Splritual- 
ists, of this world a clearer knowledge 
of the aims, claims and purposes of the 
N. S. A. than had ever been given be­
fore. I recommend that suitable ac­
knowledgement of this devoted service 
on his part be made by this conven­
tion. ' * 

; I close my lengthy paper with feel- 
Ihgs of deepest emotion. My mind 
sweeps over the four years of hard, un­
tiring labor that has been given to this 
Association by many of us . who are 
connected with ft to-day. We may 
have made mistakes, but-when the full 
history of Spiritualism shall be written 
a century hence, those who have sac­
rificed and tolled for the good of the

N. 8. A. of to-day will be given due 
credit for their labors, and awarded the 
praise of having tiled most conscien­
tiously to do something for the good 
of their fellowmen. I enter no eulogy 
upon them nor their labors. What 
they have done speaks for itself. They 
have been only a means to the divine 
end of trying to aid humanity in its 
straggle upward.

My eye scans the horizon of tbe fut­
ure most hopefully. The sacred asso­
ciations of the past four years are hal­
lowed memories to spur us on to great­
er efforts for the future. I can see the 
changing panorama of the dead years 
but dimly—the kindly words, the warm 
handclasps, the hearty “God speeds,” 
the tear-dimmed eyes, the voices husky 
with emotion, the tender Invocation for 
angel guidance, the fervent prayers aud 
the joyous assurances of a happy meet­
ing In the “land beyond the cloud-rift" 
make sacred aud holy the present hour 
linked as it is with the silent but glo­
rious past. For the sympathy that has 
been given me so freely in my many 
weary weeks of physical and mental 
anguish, for the timely ministrations of 
friends and physicians when illness has 
swept over me, for the succor that has 
been at hand when disaster seemed im­
minent, I am grateful to you and all of 
mv co-workers tn Spiritualism. I have 
tried to do my duty—tried to prove my < 
sincerity by niy devotion to my religion. 
My record is before you and the world. 
I make uo excuses for myself, noy do 
I ask immunity at your hands for any' 
wrong that I have done. I thank the 
Spiritualists of tills Continent for their 
confidence and unfaltering trust In me. 
I am inspired by it to a greater effort 
to nobler living, and a more earnest de­
votion to duty.

I turn to the work of this convention, 
pledging my fealty to the N. 8. A., to 
you and to Spiritualism anew, and as­
sure you that I am as ready to defend 
the right as I perceive It as ever before. 
Respectfully submitted,

HARRISON D. BARRETT,
President N. 8. A. '

NOT A BIT SUPERSTITIOUS.

No, I am not superstitious.
I consider if pernicious
If not absolutely vicious 

In a man
To admit himself so small that he must 

scan
Every little sign and omen 
As the menace of a foeman. 
Still, I'm free to say that Friday 
Never, never would be my day 
For a venture, for I’m sure ’twould 

never hit,
Though 1 am not superstitious, not a 

bit.
Really, I’ve no toleration
Of that nervous hesitation
Aud that Irksome perturbation 

Wliieh I’ve seen.
When a dinner party chanced to be 

thirteen.
Why, I've seen that arrant folly 
Make a whole crowd melancholy, 
With their whining and their fiimsy, 
Foolish reasons for the whlmsey.
Still, I own I hate to be tlie last to sit, 
Though 1 am not superstitious, not a 

bit.
Certain things may be propitious, 
Though they hardly seem but adventi­

tious,
Aud it’s hardly superstitious 

To perceive
Which is which, and so, accordingly, 

believe.
Now there’s nothing makes me sadder 
Than to walk beneath a ladder, 
But I grow a good deal bolder 
When the moon Is at my shoulder.
And to spill the salt! It takes away 

. my grit,
Though 1 am not superstitious, not a 

bit
Surely nothing can be clearer 
Thau that evil marches nearer 
By the breaking of a mirror, 

Aud it’s true
That a howling dog in night-time makes 

me blue, 
For his keen seent makes no errors 
And he smells the King ot Terrors. 
Here’s another thing. Take heed, sir, 
If your nose should start to bleed, sir, 
And should bleed only three drops and 

then should quit.
Though I am not superstitious, not a 

bit,
It Is sad to see what uses
Some folks make of valu excuses 
Rather than admit abuses

Of the mind,
When they're rather superetltlously in­

clined, 
dust to put it in plain English: 
It would seem they can’t distinguish 
Between false and foolish cases 
And the few which have a basis 
In experience, which even I admit, 
Though I am not superstitious, not a 

bit. —New York Sun.

Weighing Her Magic Force.
Eusapia Paladino enjoys the distinc­

tion of having lasted longer than any 
other of the mediums who have per­
formed, or seemed to perform, psycho­
logical wonders. Professor Van der 
Nuillen, of San Francisco, witnessed 
some of her performances in tbe South 
of France. She was subjected to tlie 
most rigorous tests, being evidently 
suspected of fraud, but she achieved 
some remarkable results.

A fact which the committee admits, 
after many sittings, is that Eusapia 
has the power of acting upon material 
substances, at a distance and without 
contact A letter weigher can weigh 
as much as two ounces. Eusapia, hav­
ing extended her hands toward the 
platter of the instrument but not near­
er than two or three inches, all the 
members immediately observed, to 
their stupefaction, that the physic force 
employed registered at several times 50 
grammes, the lever being depressed to 
th very bottom of the instrument—Ex.

ta are hundreds of
mediums who take no Spiritual­
ist paper. They should bear this 
fact in mind, that unless they 
assist in this struggle against the

members of the Anti-Spiritaalist Con­
vention they may find themselves in 
the future abridged of their rights. 
They honld subscribe for The Pro­
gressive Thinker at once, as it is lead­
ing in this conflict See the fine pre­
mium offered. Trial subscription 25 
cents for three months. But we pre­
fer you roll in the dollars.

“The Priest, the Woman, and the Con­
fessional.” This * book, by tbe well 
known Father Cblniquy, reveals the de­

' grading, impure Influences and results 
of the Romish confessional, as proved 
by tne sad experience of many wrecked 
lives. Prices by mall $L For sale at 
this office. - .

' “The Gospel ot Buddha, According to 
Old Records” :Told. by Paul Caros. 
This book is heartily commended to stu­
dents, of the science of religions, and to 
all who would gain a fair conception of 
Buddhism in its spirit and living princl- 
ples. Spiritualist or .Christian can 
scarcely read it without spiritual profit 
Price $1 For sale at this office.

. . RELIGION ..
As^e^ealeJ l?y tk>e JVlaterial and 

SpiritOal Universe,
Including the Wonders and Beauties of the Diviner Life.

By E, D. Babbitt, LL. D.> M. D., Author if Principles of Light and
Color, Human Culture and Cure, etc., and Dean of the

. . . College of Fine Forces.
Chapter 1. Existence and General Character of God.

2. God as a Spirit.
3. The Deifio Location and Mode of Working.
4. The Nature of God.
fl. The Deifio Greatness and Glory.
6, Moral Evil and Deifio Perfection, -
7. Deifio Law and Human Intercession. , ’
8. How Man Helps Govern the Universe.
9. Creeds and Practices of Christianity.

10. The Dangers of Infallible Standards.
11. The Christian Bible Tested. ’ x
12, Religions Tested by Their Fruits.
,13 . The Ethics and Religion of Nature, <
14. Life under the Old Religions. ' .
15. Life under a Spiritual Religion. ••'
16. Death under the Old Religions.
17. Death under a Spiritual Religion.
18. The Future Life,

FINAL REMARKS—The Basic Principles of Universal Philosophy an< 
a Universal Religion.

It is scholarly, philosophic, humanitarian and permeated with higi 
spirituality in tone and teachings. A most excellent work on the subject—* 
the work of a deep thinking and truth-loving mind.

SECOND EDITION, elegantly illustrated, containing 378 pp., ]2mo., 
English muslin, stamped in black and gold; price reduced to $1.00, or. if 
postpaid, $1.11; price in paper covers, 50c., or 60a if postpaid.

For sale at this office.

"THE LANGUAGE OF THE STARS.”
A Primary Course of Lessons in Celestial Dynamics.

BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE LIGHT OF EGYPT.”

This important primary work is the first practical exposition of the 
Astro-Magnetic forces of Nature—in their relation to man—that has yet been 
issued by the American press. It contains fourteen special lessons, em­
bracing each department of human life, in such plain, simple language that a 
child can understand the elementary principles laid down. And in addition 
to these lessons is an Appendix, containing a full explanation of all technical 
and scientific terms in general use upon the subject, thus forming a brief, yet 
practical Astro Dictionary. This work is illustrated with special plates.

For Sale at This Office. Price. Fifty Cents.

GELESTIftL DYNAMICS, 
Being a Normal Course of Study in the Astro-Magnetic 

Forces of Nature.

BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE LIGHT OF EGYPT,” “THE LAN< 
GUAGE OF THE STARS,” ETC.

A magnificent and complete course of Astro-metaphysical study, era 
bodying Vital Principles of Life, Mental Force, Sickness and Disease. Will 
the only true and really Scientific method of treating the sick successfully.

Mental Healers, Meta-physicians, and all who practice the Healing Art 
Divine should give ‘ ‘Celestial Dynamics" a thorough and impartial study, 
and thus learn the real cause of their frequent failures.

No Astro-Student can afford to bo without this work, if he would under­
stand the Meta-physics of Astrology.

This work was specially prepared for publication to meet the demands of 
a large and very earnest class of people who cannot afford to pay for a regular 
course of instruction under a qualified teacher. And those who can afford 
this privilege will find the work an invaluable text-book to their studies.

The Price is One Dollar Only, and is within reach of all who seek 
light. For sale at this office.

THOMAS PAINE'.'
SOME OF HIS NOTED WORKS.

bite of Thomas Paine,
ByEditor of tho National wtth Preface and Notea 

fiy Peter Ecider, Illustrated with view# of tbe old 
Paine Homestead and Paine Monument, at New 
Rochelle, alio, portrait# of Thomas CUo Rickman. 
Joo Barlow, Mary Wollstonecraft, Madame Roland, 
Condorcet, Bristol, and the most prominent of Paine's 
friends in Europe and America. Cloth, 75 cents.
The Age of Reason;

Being in Investigation of True and Fabulous The- 
oloey. Anew and complete edition, from now pistes 
BDdnew type; 185 page#, post 8vo, Paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents-
Common. Sense.

A Revo.uUonary pamphlet, addressed to the Inhab- 
Hants of -Lmerica In 1776, with explanatory notice by 
an English author. Paper, 15 cents.
The Rights of Man.

Parts 1 end II, Being an answer to Mr. Burke’s 
fttack upon the French Revolution. Post 6vo., TN 
pages. Paper, 80 cents; cloth, 50 cents,
Palne’ei Complete

Theological Works.
Age of Reason. Examination of the Prophecies, etc. 

nius. edition. Post 8vo., 482 pages. Cloth, #1.00
Paine’6i Political Works.

Common Sense, The Crisis, Right# of Man, etc. 
niustratecl edition. Post 8vo», 650 pages. Cloth, #1.00; 
postage, 2D cents.

“MAfibMeTr
His Birth, Character and Doctrine.

BY EDWARD GIBBON.

This is No. 6 of tbe Library of Liberal Classic#. It 
Is conceded to be historically correct, and so exact and 
perfect in every detail as to be practically beyond the 
reach of adrerse criticism. This work will be found 
Intensely interesting. Price, 25c. Sold at this office.

JESUS AND THE MEMUM&~
—on—

CHRIST AND MEDIUMSHIP.
Careful comparison of aome of the Spiritualist 

and Mediumship ot the Bible with that of to-day. 
Mos vs Hull. An Invincible argument proving that 
Jesus was only a medium, subject to all ch® cwJ[- 
tion# of modern mediumship. Il also show* ibai all 
tbe manifestations throughout the OX and New 
meat were under the same conditions that medium# 
require to-day; and that tbe coming of Christ is the re-

PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT
-AND-

THE SPIRIT WORLD.

BY HUDSON TUTTLE. '

A most able and In teres ring presentation of a moti 
Important subject. Every Spiritualist and every In 
qufrer Into the proofs and phi osophy of Spiritual 
ism should have till# excellent book. Its value is roo 
ognized and acknowledged all over the world. Price 
cloth. |1. For sale at thia office.

THE GOSPELOF NAW
IT IS A MOST EXCEL- 

LENTWORK.'
TbU work la by DR. M- L. SHERMAN, assisted bf. 

' PROF. W. F. LION. Heretofore It ha*been sold for
•2, but tbs price now has been reduced to 91. It la a 
book that will Interest and instruct. It contains 480 
pages, and la full of suggestive thoughts. Dr. Sher­
man was a medium of rare qualities, sad his work is a 
reflection from the celestial spheres. It treats of the 
Soul of Things; Intelligence tn Substance; Animal In­
tellects; Purity; Salvation; Discords; Good and Evil; 
Unnstursi Ideas; Church History; Progression; Inher­
ent In Substance; Tlie Nebulous Theory; Particles are 
Entitles; Justice; Impregnation of Che Virgin; The 
Science of Death; Spiritual Death; Immortal!tyj 
Mourning; The Confounding of Language; The Spirit 

I Abodes; Matter and Spirit; Site and Distance; Splrltu^ 
al Organisms; Born Act in; Tbe Key; Spirit Biogra-J 
phy; Goes to Heaven; A Slave Master; etc^ etc. 4

The author says: " Each Individual partakes of 
both physical and mental or spiritual ailment for hlm^ 
self. Eich one must digest their various kinds of food 
for themselves, and that la all they can possibly do 
whether they be priest or layman, teacher or pupIL 
My physical expands by virtue of that food and oour^ 
lehmeat of which I Individually partake and digest. 
My soul must expand by virtue of the soul essence 
which I Individually gather aud comprehend or digest.^ 
For sale at this office.

~ Real Life in the Spirit-Land.
Given Inspirationally by lira. Maria M. King. Yof 

will not become weary while reading this excellent 
book Price 75 cents.

“THE WATSEKA WONDER.”
To the student of psychic phenomena, this pamphlet 

“ Intentely interesting. 11 give# detailed accounts of 
two cases of "double conaciousneea,” namely Mary 
Lurancy Vennum, of Watseka, BI M and Mary Rep 
golds, of Venango county, Ba. Fsr Na at this office. 
Price 15 cents.

Paine’s Theological Works.
Age of Reason, Examination of the Prophecies, etc. 

Ulus, edition. Post Svo., 433 pages. Cloth, 5LW 

POEMS OF PROGRESS? 
vS7 mS8 D0*™- T^6* ““ ”*Uj VataaMs,

- THE

EVERLASTING GOSPEL
J .COMPILATION- OF. THE LEC­

tures given by the Spirit Band through them^ 
dlumshlp of Mrs.* Magdalens Kline. This Vol time con’ 
aUt* of a aerie* ot lectures, messages and. poems, 
written and delivered In public through the mental or- 
gmlnn oIMra. Magdalen* Kline, a trance, d&trray 
ant and inspirational medium. Their tone U excellent 
and their spirit good; and even though one may find 
some idea# that differ from those he hU held, Jet he 
will find much to please, benefit and Ar.wrnot. The 
rsreraBce with which Jesus M mratkwod will phase 
miay.althouth the Meas advanced concerning Jecoa 
aidCnristianitv are not aftertbe orthodox standard. 
The book cootahu M large yagt*, and Will be rat 
do#Mi for ILM. For sale at till# offloo.

WAS 

flgRflW LINCOLN 
A SPIR TUALIST?

-OR-
Curious Revelations from the Life 

of a Trance Medium.
-BY­

MRS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD
Together with Portraits, Letters and 

Poems* Illustrated with Engrav­
ings and Frontispiece of Lin­

coln, from Carpenter’s 
Portrait from Life.

This book will be found peculiar, curious, ttartllMl 
—more so than any work Issued since Uncle Tonf# 
Cabin. It breathes forgotten whispers which the rust 
of time had almost covered, and which have been 
snatched from the very J»ws of oblivion. It deals 
with high official private life during tbe most moment­
ous period in American History, and Is a secret page 
from the life of him whom lime serves only to make 
greater, more appreciated, and more understood— 
” All BAB am Likoqlk.”

Cloth, 13mot illustrated, pp. 864, $1.50} 
Paper, 75 cents*

For Sale at this office.

RELIGION OF THE STARS
By O. B. RICHMOND,

G. M. of the Order of the Magi,Chicago*
>D0lINb IN CL02H WITH. GOLD 

side, and contalnjhg SS pages. This apleniUU 
book, Just Issued, contains nineteen full Temple lea 
cures upon occult #ubjects, together with other Mtt 
oletfrom various newspapers, relating to tbe greal 
work. It contains all tho old Temple lectures isso H 
in l«S2, and three others on the Hukak Soul, whlel 
ere alone worth tbe price of the book. Tbit wonder 
fol book I# unique ae an Ertngellrt of Science ul 

Iuruth. Price #V25, postpaid, to any addrraa. for Mil 
fct this oWm.



Thinker. It is now trying to

NEW

el it be known every­
where that Spiritualists, as a 

। mass, are the most moral people 
I on this earth to-day. They stand 
1 head and shoulder's above the

• Homeopathic Medicines

IlSpintualists should 
unite ndw in defending them- 
sehjes against the horde of min­
isters and church members who 
have united to destroy Spirit­

” "1$ .NOV. 13, 1897. > .s

ur Fall and Winter Cam
paign has commenced in earnest. 
Every Spiritualist should have 
something to do in the struggle 
now pending. The members of 

the Anti-Spiritualist Convention are 
strong in number, resolute in pur­
pose, and ■ they are determined 'to 
‘suppress all phases of mediumship. 
The Progressive Thinker will lead in 
•this great fight against the hordes of 
the church. Every Spiritualist who 
stands back now must be regarded as 
a traitor to the cause. The Progress­
ive Thinker has already been to great 
expense, and the end is not yet. Bend 
in your subscriptions. Get every 
Spiritualist in your neighborhood to 
subscribe.

PR. C. t 
W/VTKINS

ftealth Hfome.

I piriluallsls should bear 
. in mind that they are confronted V by a vast army of church mem- 
J hers and ministers of the gospel 

who are determined to abridge 
their rights. They have organized. 
They are strong. They are determined 
men and women, and they met at An­
derson, Ind., and commenced proceed­
ings by calling themselves “The Anti­
Spiritualist Convention.” Spiritualists 
must meet in battle array that vast 
army in order to maintain their rights. 
The Progressive Thinker will lead in 
this conflict. Send in your subscrip­
tions at once. See to it that every 
Spiritualist in your vicinity subscribes 
for the paper. They should read the 
Hull and Covert debate. Roll in your 
dollars at onoe to assist in the struggle.

Perhapsuou are a Spirit" T i 
ualist, but you are not fully I 
alive to the issues of the day I ■ 
unless you read The Progressive 
ThinVor Tl. Ta nnw frvinnr fn

DR. MANSFIELD’S
REFINED ;

5

it-

7

ualism ua^ suppress mediumship. The 
war has t already commenced. The 
enemy is actives, ever on the alert, and 
determined to pursue to the end their 
deadly work. Moses Hull, in meeting 
Elder Covert in debate, has done much 
to encourage Spiritualists. He is the 
hero of many hard-fought battles; no 
one is more valiant or better equipped 
than he is to enter the arena of debate. 
The Progressive Thinker will publish 
tha Hull-Covert debate, and bring its 
readers in touch with what is going 
on. Send in your subscriptions! Roll 
■in your dollars 1 Scatter the -import­
ant news!• The Hindoo Gandhi.

Mr. Vircliaud B. Gandhi, of Bombay, 
India, spoke on the occult philosophy of 
Salvation at the People's church lately 
in Washington, D. C. He entertained 
a large audience. '

He reviewed the meaning which the 
.word “salvation" hail to the followers 
of various sects. “We do not believe,” 
said Mr. Gandhi, “in that God who 
Ilves apart from us and not in us. God is. 
a conception of the human mind, and 
different minds hold different concep­
tions of God,”

“If the Creator, as conceived by the. 
average Christian" continued the 
speaker, “created matter out of noth­
ing and made man at one great stroke, 
that Creator ought, in justice, to have 
created all things in a state of perfect 
happiness.” Gandhi answered the 
Christian “free will" argument by sgy- 
ing that a merciful father would not 

..put into the hands of his untried son 
something which might do that son 
great damage, especially if that father 
:were omniscient and knew that his 
child would suffer great hardship.
If Ihe universe began from nothing, it 

would go back to nothing. It was im­
possible to believe such a proposition. 
Mr. Gandhi argued that matter had no 
beginning of wliich the mind could con­
ceive, and that it would have no end­
ing. The human soul hud not reached 
Its highest condition. It was in a 
transitory state. He did not believe 
that the soul would fly away at death. 
'He thouglit tills idea absurd. Salva­
tion, according to occult science, was 
tlie highest permanent perfection of the 
human soul. It did not merge into any­

. thing or sit at the right hand of any 
unknown person.

The old one was too small. He now 
has a larger one, and it is being all 
re-furnished with, new furniture, new 
baths, new system of heating and new 
ventilating system. Those intending to 
come to this, new and perfect Health 
Home, would do well to write at once. 
Thaterms for' Board, Room and Treat­
ment will'be from $6 to $15 a week only, 
depending' on the size of room and the 
disease that the patient is suffering with.

Or. C. E. Watkins’Almanac
FOR 1898,

Sent to any one for three two-cent 
stamps, They will not be ready, how­
ever, until the 25th of December.

DR. 0. E. WATKINS
Still diagnoses disease by letter.. Send 
him your age, sex and leading symp­
tom, and he will diagnose your case 
Free.

Sunday Spiritualist Meetings In 
Chicago.

, The Lake View Spiritual Union has 
resumed its regular 3 o’clock Sunday 
afternoon meetings at Killinger's Kall, 
corner Sheffield and Belmont avenues. 
Meetings will be conducted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl A. Wickland, assisted by My. 
Walter Finch, from England, and a 
true worker lu the cause of Spiritual­
ism.

The Beacon Light Spiritual Church, 
617 N. Clark street. Meetings Sunday 
evenings at 7:30 and Thursdays at 2:30 
p. m. Conducted by Geo. F. Perkins.,;

Liberal Spiritualists, No. 107 South 
Paulina street, corner of West Madison 
street. Conference, 2:30 p. m. Five or 
ten minutes allowed each speaker or 
medium from audience. At 7:30, Dr. 
and Mrs. Noyes, assisted by able speak­
ers and mediums.

First Spiritual Temple, No. 11 Ada. 
street, Services at 2:30 and 8 p. m.* 
Mrs. Lucille DeLoux, pastor, assisted, 
by Mr. W. C. Barnes, test medium. , 

Church of the Spirit Communion, Ar­
lington Hall, northwest corner 31st and 
Indiana avenue. Dr. Arthur lectures 
and demonstrates magnetic healing and 
hypnotism. Tests by Mrs. Foster. Phys­
ical manifestations in full light by 
Benj. Foster, Sundays, at 2:30 aud 8 
p. m.

arouse Spiritualists from their Rip 
Van Winkle sleep to warn them of the 
dangers confronting them. Thousands 
upon thousands take no Spiritualist 
paper; hundreds upon1 hundreds of 
mediums never read. one. They are 
all iu danger, particularly the latter. 
We are doing bur duty. We have 
been to great expense in preparing for 
this war, and now each Spiritualist 
and each medium should respond to 
our call, and assist in the struggle 
now at hand. Roll in your dollars at 
once for a year’s subscription to The 
Progressive Thinker, which is taking 
such an active part in the fierce 
struggle, - -

vast horde of ministers and church 
members who have united to crush 
them. They are nearer God; they are 
nearer tlie angels, and tbe furthest 
away from the “Devil;” and when 
they shuffle off their physical bodies, 
their spirits will be found standing 
close to the throne—if one—while the 
members of the Anti-Spiritualist Con­
vention will be iu the distance taking 
an invoice of their mistakes in trying 
to crush them. All Spiritualists who 
read this item should roll in -their 
dollars to aid The'Progressive Thinker 
in its fight for the right.

Ar prepared olalrvoyaatly tor each patient. Se*< 
namAaae, sex and leading symptom tor free® 
AGNOSIA and “Methode ot Cure,'’ H. D. Barral*. 
Prcst. N. B. A., null all endorse W. A. MANSFIELD, 
M.D., 138Cedar ave., Cleveland, Ohio. suit

COLLEGE OF FINE FORCES
AN INSTITUTE OF REFINEp THEHA1

Including lie Suu Cure, Vital Muguell 
f,rJcll)A. ul“d cSre' ■ nnd ‘ a bfgber n< 
Ute, Cboinlcal affinity uud basic principles 
with their marvelous applications. Sludcut, la fol 
continent# have taken the course, The college 
chartered and confer# tbe degree of p. Doctor < 
Magpct|c#. By a system or printed question# studes 
cap take the course and receive tho diplomas at their 
own homes. Institution removed to 253 So. Broad- JiH^t8 A^®1?1' ^^ Diplomas granted under 

)he New Jemy or California charter, Bena 
stamp for catalogue to ■
422 Ed.BABBITT. M. D. LL.D..Dean

BETTER THAN GOLD.

PASSED TO SPIRIT-LIFE.

[Obituaries to the extent of ten Unes 
only will be Inserted free.]

Mrs. Marinda White, aged 88 years, 
the mother of Charley M. White, whose 
residence is at 1416 Montrose Boule­
vard, passed to spirit-life the 27th of 
October, 1897. The obsequies were at 
her son Milton’s home, lu Waukesha, 
Wls. She was a firm believer iu Spirit­
ualism, and a constant reader of The 
Progressive Thinker. J. W.

Samuel Silsbee, M. D., born February 
22, 1870, passed from his mortal em­
bodiment October 27, 1897, at the home 
of bls only son, S. W. Silsbee, Esq., 410 
North Central Avenue., Austin, Ill- 
Many years of his long life were spent 
in the line of his profession at Cincin-, 
nail and New York City. In the latter 
he was the first president of the Spirit­
ual Ethical Society, under the pastor­
ate of Mrs. Nellie Brigham. Faithful 
as a husband, father and physician, a 
lover of science and scholarly pursuits, 
he bas laid up enduring treasures for 
the Beyond. His life companion for 
fifty-seven years survives liim.

■ Amid floral offerings and affection’s 
tribute of tears, we Whispered with and 
for hint. All things are well, and in 
obedience to his request the lifeless 
clay was borne to Gracehind crematory.

' EJIMA N. WARNE.

CHRONIC DISEASE.
A Book on Chronic Disease sent free.

6. E. WATKINS, M. D.,
AYER, MASS.

Dietl, at Colorado Springs, Colo., Dr. 
E. C. KlmlKill, at his residence, October 
22, 1897.

The immediate cause of liis death was 
heart failure superinduced by a com­
plication of diseases which has long 
rendered him a sufferer. Modest, unns- 
sumlng. and naturally of a retiring dis­
position, lie went on his way, always 
ready to lend a helping hand to tlie 
needy. Kis charities were numerous, 
but were never learned front his lips. 
Dr. Kimball was a Spiritualist and had 
been one ever since he was a young 
man. Was president of the Spiritual 
Society organized here some years ago. 
His home was the home of the many 
mediums that came here in the interest
of the cause.

Colorado Springs, Col.
HELEN E. WAY.

A

■ Mrs. Elizabeth Keyser departed this 
life Thursday evening, October 14, at 
6 o’clock in her 69th year, nt Kalama­
zoo. Mich. A faithful and loving wife, 
a devoted mother, a loving friend, she 
has only “gone before” to receive tho 
spiritual crown of immortality she so 
richly merits. Farewell, my friend, a 
long,’loving farewell. Your pure spirit 
bas crossed the silent river of death to 
your spiritual home. But tbe memory 
of your beautiful life and character will 
dwell iu my heart forever.

Fools Not All Dead.
Miss Aliza Hernandez, of No. 313

West Twenty-sixth street, appeared tn 
court in New York, against Mrs. Hoff­
man, a fortune-teller, who unites sep­
arated lovers and secures husbands. 
Miss Hernandez, in return for $10 was 
given a powder, and, under instructions 
arose at midnight, arrayed herself in 
white, placed the powder in a blue dish, 
arranged yellow papers around It, and 
lit them. She failed to see her future 
husband, but was nearly smothered by 
the smoke. The fortune-teller was 
fitted.

IS THIS TRUE?
Modern Miracle—Helps 
His Patients to Make

Money.

Let others who are sick, write these 
parties and find out if It Is true.

Woodstock, Ore., October 15, 1897.
Dr. C. E. Watkins, Ayer, Mass:—

Dear Doctor and Friend:—As I have 
kept silent so far, It Is no reason that 
I am deaf and dumb. I must unload or 
I shall explode. My wife, A. M, Howes, 
commenced treating with you about 
three mouths ago, nt my earnest re­
quest, for I seemed to know that you 
could help her. She was a poor, sickly 
little woman, weighing 105 pounds, 
with a broken down constitution; was a 
confirmed invalid, with hardly life 
enough to drag herself around, and 
she has been hi that condition most of 
the time for years, and we have tried 
ail the M. Ds. in this city—or not all. 
but many of them. We have paid 
many a doctor $2.50 for a prescription, 
nnd $2.50 more for getting it filled; then 
we have poured It Into her stomach, In 
doses large enough aud strong enough 
to kill n horse, and still we did not 
succeed in killing her (for a wonder). 
Of course, she was a little doubtful, 
when I proposed to her to try your 
method—for my income is only $20 a 
mouth; but I insisted, and now she 
weighs 125 pounds, cheeks red, step 
elastic, appetite the Iwst it has been for 
fifteen years, aud she is standing be­
hind tlie counter, in li large department 
store, earning $25 a month, and feeling 
better if possible every day. She says, 
too, that she never gets tired any more, 
and she is doing work that would have 
been utterly impossible for her to do 
four months ago, and doing It easy. 
Now, I am a believer in miracles, but 
this Is tbe first time, I have ever had 
the pleasure of seeing one performed; 
and believe me. when I tell you that 
when I took $5 of my very small in­
come, and sent It to you each month, I 
never, so help me God, spent money 
that did me so much good, or brought 
me such returns. I shall send, or give 
away the books you sent us, and shall 
endeavor to send you all the sick peo­
ple I can. Tlie night that we received 
the first medicine from you, I brought 
It home from tlie express office, and my 
wife was feeling miserable, with a ter­
rible pain In the baek of the bead, at 
base of the brain, and In the side near 
the heart. I rubbed the liniment on 
thoroughly, and she went to sleep, and 
woke in the morning feeling better, aud 
now she has lost all her aches and

OF INTEREST TO SPIRITUALISTS.
Anyone who Is sick and failed to find 

relief, should send their name aud ad­
dress (with stamp for reply) to Dr. J. 
CRAIG, Sacramento, Call., and I will 
(through spirit power) send you the 
cause and condition of your trouble; 
and after I give you a correct diagnosis, 
If you wish help I will make my terms 
within your reach.

N. B.—The above advertisement Is for 
tlie benefit of suffering humanity, and 
if you know of anyone who is Bick, and 
is skeptical, show them the above add. 
and I may convince them of the truth of 
spirit return; '

MAGNETIC TREATMENT FREE.
Have you sore or weak eyes or falling 

eyesight? My Magnetized Compound 
and psychic treatment will cure them 
nnd improve your eyesight. 8-oz pack­
age, with full directions, sent postpaid, 
10 rents. B. F. POOLE,

415tf Clinton, Iowa.

“Karezzii. Ethics of Marriage.” By 
Alice B. Stockham, M. D., Price, $1.

“After tbe Sex Struck.” By George 
J, Miller. Price 25 cents.

Drs. Peebles &Durrouglis,
Successful Specialists 

-IN- " 

GHR0NI6 DISEASES

Dll. J. M. PEEBLES.
Irene M. Dobson, lecturerand test me­

dium, will hold meetings every Sunday 
at U p. in., at her parlors, 3517 Indiana 
avenue, for investigators of Spiritual­
ism; also will hold meetings every Sun­
day at 8 p. m., at Newman Hall, 63d 
street aud Stewart avenue.

The First Society of the South Side, 
at Unity Hall, 77 Thirty-first street. 
Conference meeting at 2:30 p. m. Mrs. 
Georgia G. Cooley, of California, will 
lecture and give spirit messages at 7:30 
p, “>• • '

Spiritual Trinity Church. Dr. J. M. 
Temple, pastor, will lecture and give 
spirit messages at Forrest avenue tem­
ple, at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m. All welcome. 
Seat's free.

The Progressive Spiritual Church, G. 
V. Cprdingley, pastor, meets in Handel 
Hall', No. 40 Randolph street, room 
409, between State and Wabash. (Take 
elevator.) Services at 2:30 .and 7:30 
p.m. ■ • -

The Church of - Malachi, under the 
pastorate of Dr. C. C. Henderson, holds 
regular Sunday services In Kenwood 
Hall, 4308 Cottage Grove avenue. Mr. 
Clark, test medium, will assist the pas­
tor. Services at 3 arid. 8 p. m. All are 
welconie.

The First Spiritualist Society will 
hold regular meetlugs at Bock’s Hall, 
No. 11526 Michigan avenue, Kensing­
ton, every Sunday evening. Mrs. Lee 
Norie daman, pastor.

The Spiritualists’ Church of Students 
of Nature meets every Sunday evening 
at Monsen’s Hall, 1052 Milwaukee ave­
nue. Mrs. M. Summers, pastor.

Spiritual Endeavor Society meets at 
No. 1 South Hoyue avenue, near Lake 
street, at 8 p. m. Sarah E. Bromwell, 
pastor.

West Side Spiritual Society meets at 
No. 46 South Ada street at 8 p. m.

Universal Spiritual Society, Hopkins’ 
hall, No. 528 West Sixty-third street, 
Englewood (over postoffice). W. T. 
Parker, pastor. Conference at 3 p. m. 
Lecture and spirit messages at 7:30.

Christian Spiritual Society holds 
meetings in Hygeia hall, Washington 
boulevard and Paulina street, at 2:30 
and 7:30 p. m. ■'

Church of the Star of truth, Wicker 
Park hall, No. 501 West North avenue. 
Services every Sunday evening at 7:30 
o'clock.

Wonderful Psychic Powers
Dr#. Peebles & Burroughs—Dear Doctors:—My boy 

bas improved wonderfully under your treatment—be 
looks well already. The psychic matmeat affects 
him wonderfully. I wish every sick person could 
take It; 1 believe,they would ell soon be well. I wish 
t|iere were more physicians doing the good you are. 
I hope you will both be spared many years. 

Yours very truly.
Mbs. Obbill Ketohum.

Oct. 35, 1897. Rantoul, Ill.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs—Gentlemen:—I want to 
tell you Hint5! am much Improved. There wa# a re­
markable—and you Wight aay miraculous—Improve­
ment the day #!ter the first psychic treatment. .

Most respectfully,
Theo. Kundtnger,

Nov. 1,1897. Freeport, Hl.

Please send In your plaee of meeting 
and It will appear In the above list

DR. SYKES’ SURE CURE FOR CA­
TARRH

has been before (he people for over a 
quarter of a century, and is still going. 
Is both a local and constitutional treat­
ment and gives almost universal satis­
faction. For the benefit of the readers 
of Tbe Progressive Thinker will say 
there never lias been a person connect­
ed with the ownership, office or labora­
tory, but whom believes in spirit pres­
ence and assistance. Send for 64 page 
book on “True Theory of Catarrh,” 
free. Address Dr. Sykes’ Sure Cure 
Co., 843 W. Madison street, Chicago,.

417

pains—and such an appetite. Oh, Lord! 
you ought to see ber eat. Talk about 
diet! The question is to get enough for 
her to eat. And now, may the Great 
first cause, or whatever you may term 
it, the spirit world, bless you and 
yours, Is tbe earnest and constant 
prayer of a father and husband of a 
healthy and happy family, and your 
friend until death.

415tf EARL E. HOWES.

“Encyclopedia of Biblical Spiritual­
ism: or a Concordance of the Principal 
Passages of the Old and New Testa­
ment Scriptures which prove or Imply 
Spiritualism; together with a brief his­
tory of the origin of many of the 
important books of the Bible." By 
Moses Hull. The well-known talented 
and scholarly author has here embodied 
the results of bls many years’ study 
of the Bible In Its relations to' Spiritual­
ism. As Its title denotes, It is a veri­
table encyclopedia of infomation on the 
subject Price $1. For sale at this 
office.

‘‘Origin, and Antiquity of Man.” By 
Hudson Tuttle. A masterly philosoph­
ical work. English edition, nicely 
bound in cloth, $L For sale at this

1 office. . • • ’ . ••

I
FREE TO SPIRITUALISTS, 

will mall any reader of The Pro-

ASTONISHING!
DOCTOR A. B. DOBSON

Still Heals the Sick Through 
the Mediumship of ... . .

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker.
If you wish Good Health you 

should apply to her.

As a Spiritual Healer 
No Equal

With her Magnetized 
diseases that flesh 

to ace cured.

Jr#, Peebles & Burroughs 
positively «
Sure Chronic Diseases.

.11 .1 ■ ^ ■■ - .. I ■ ■■« .

HERA IS PROOF.
Drs. Peebles & Butroughs—My Desr Doctor#:—I -re­

ceived your letter last evening, and I hasten to say 
thnt your inofliolnu land treatment was very thor­
ough—it has entirely cured me. "Word# will notex- 
pre## the joy I feel th bn relieved of the pains that I 
endured. I bare no trouble with my lung# now; they 
are all right. I hope I may see you sometime and 
Chuuk you forihu kindness you have shown me.
• •. V • Very respectfully,

I- Mus. H. Perry,
’ Oct. 29, 189L-* 619 Ruth ave.. Los Angele#, Calif.

gresslve Thinker one of my new scien­
tific Catarrh Inhalers nnd medicine for 
one year on three days’ trial free If it 
gives satisfaction, send me one dollar; 
if not, return it In tbe original package. 
It is the best inhaler made for Catarrh, 
Asthma, Hay Fever, Colds and pains
in the head. Address DR. E. 
WORST, Dept. 26, Ashland, Ohio.

J.

'Prlnclples ot Light and Color.'. _ By
E. D. Babbitt, M, D., LL. D. A truly 
great work of a master mind, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to

Elixir of Life Nos. One and Two 
£Y?At1!JS!r??’ °' ’^““b. U'cr wd kidney dtaewc; 
rliun?*'.^1 ““l A’urc c“rt'« that ttrud. WofLui 
^f,?14' “uorouiMd to M»l»t your ayatem to heaia mootli.Jut tof.1,0^ Bu®ct«nt quantity for o*

Oke package if our Magnetized Compound for aorn eye. or poor eyolght. Ha. boon u.ed and pralLd J? 
tnoiuanda lu all part, of tho world. Sent tor 60 cent. 
% l" “sr ,b" P0’’-^11 f°f •■■on, with voS 
photoMd taatracUouBhow tollve IDOyeare. ■

Melted Pebble Spectacles: 
ahothTW’1’1?1' W’110^ Wuitrsted Circular* 
showing style, sod prices and photo ot Sntrlt Yanos 
who developed this clairvoyant power in me I cad 
toLr*l»I A1®”'1 PeWls Spectacles as perfectly ta 
offline yf! It your cih home as If you were In mS Phis, tiw&x s“d ■““*> ^

She Has

Herbs nil 
is heir

Send three two-cent stamps, age, sex, 
lock of hair and one leading symptom, 
with full name and plain address, and 
be convinced of tbe wonders of spirit 
power by having her

DIAGNOSE YOUR CASE FREE.
Address all Mail to

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 132. SAN JOSE. CAL.

FORSTER, DR.W. M.
THE NOTED

MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT
OF THE PACIFIC COAST, 

Will send b free dlagnosli aud terms for treatment to 
all who will send their name and addreM-tn thMr 
own handwriting—with postage stamp for reply.

The Pacific Coart Spiritualist" of Dec. 80, 1893, 
•ay# of Dr. Forster:-

“Since his coming hero he has made bimaelf highly 
respected and beloved (or hl# benevolent work, hl# 
humanitarian ideas and practices, and hl# straight­
forward course of Integrity and honor.'*

"Dr. W. M. Forster, California'a noted clairvoyant 
physician, Is receiving commendation# from far and 
hear over his remarkable# success as a healer.’’—Phil- 
osopbfcal Journal.

Address,

DR. W. M. FORSTER,
1O6U Market Street. _ tian. I'ranolsco, Cal.
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PSYCHE
Inbh.IlT''111!01! “1 • W’dtleal medium, under aptrll 

bl 1Hd “ ‘‘'f'w1 10 develop mediumship,___
HA™’,™ U, , J\ h^M defied lung eumiuunlci, 
t uu PH V'«l lirW11' ““d esPr'M m*“i aatlataq.
Foraale at ibe'office ut Tua 2"v“twnkrS

JY|ANSILUS /^LMANAC

- OF -
PLANETARY’ METEOROLOGY,

A LOCK OF YOUR HAIR.

L. StaNm. 
iarviUe, Wash.

Dr#. Feeble# & Burrough#-Dear Sirs:—It seem# to 
me a# if my Whole system 1# undergoing a gradual 
change. Since taking your treatment there has been 
a steady improvement. Yours truly,

Oct. 21, 1897.

DB, J, A. BURROUGHS.

SKILL IN DIAGNOSING.
To correctly diagnose chronic and complicated 

diseases requires • physician to have great medical 
knowledge and skill along with the best of Psychic 
Power*. Drs. Peebles & Burroughs possess these 
Qualifications. They

CORRECTLY DIAGNOSE
ail cases of Chronic Difficulties referred to them 
Here is the evidence:

Dr*. Peebles & Burroughs—Dear Sirs:—Yours of 
late date containing*diagnosis of my esse is received 
and diagnosis is entirely correct. Please accept my 
thanks for same. Your well-wisher.

honor. The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research Into Na­
ture's finer forces are here garnered 
and made amenable to the well-being of 
humanity. Medico.’ men especially, and 
scientists, general. aiders and students 
of occult forces will find instruction of 
great value and interest. A large, four- 
pound book, strongly bound, and con­
taining beautiful illustrative plates. 
For sale at this office. Price, postpaid, 
$5. It Is a wonderful work and you 
will be delighted with it

“The Prophets of Israel.” By Prof. 
O. H. Cornlll, of the University of 
Koenigsberg. A scholarly and appreci­
ative historical review of the prophets 
of Israel and their works. For sale 
at this office. Paper covers, 25c.

‘‘Edith Bramley’s- Vision.” Vivid de­
scription of a Jesuit spirit conclave, 
together with 'uteresting corroborative 
testimony. Price 15 cents. For sale at 
this office.

“Progression, or How a Spirit Ad­
vances in Spirit-life.” “The Evolution 
of Man.” Two papers, given In the In­
terest of spiritual science, by Michael 
Faraday. Price 15 cents. For sale at 
price 25 cents. For sale at this office.

Oct 27, 1897.
Mrs. O. L Griegs, 

Ballard, Mo.
Drs. Peebles & Burroughs—Dear film:—Your letter 

received and contents noted. Allow me to thank yon
for tbe diagnosis of iny case, which I* very correct. 
You spoke of an inherited taint or poison In tbe blood 
----- naturo This 1b very true In my case.of a scrofulous

Oct. 31, 1897.

Drs. Peebles

Most sincerely yours, 
Matilda E. Lyman, 

Downing, Wlo.
__ _____A Burrough#—Dear Sirs:—The diag­

nosis of my case received, nnd 1 do think it 1# per­
fectly correct. Most sincerely your*,

Oct. 80,1897.
Mrs. H. C. Stockwxll, 

Stamford, Conn.

DR. W. OAKLEY COFFEE,
-THE-

OCULIST AND AUR1ST,
Of Joliet, Ill.,

Who is creating such a sensation with 
his new cure for

DEAFNESS AND NOISES
In the oar#, whim# to state that If persons uro two 
day# late In receiving answers to their letters, not to 
bo Impatient, that he exnmiue# and prestrlbe# for ev­
ery cube personally, aud ah he 1# treating a hundred 
people a day, It !a bard td keep up each day. Hr guar 
antitmhlH prescription to relieve every case of Head 
Noise# ano Deafness. One among the remarkable 
curesmatte by him last week, was that of W. H. Ham­
ilton, of Joliet, who had been deaf in one ear for 5 
years, and In the other for 2 year#. He bad constant 
uotftes tu the ears end catarrh. In two weeks treat­
ment by Dr. Coffer’s new remedies bls beat-lug 1# 
perfectly restored and the noises are gone. There I# 
not a dfty that such euros os this are not made, and 
they can be cured at home as well a# 111 hl# oilier. Ho 
send# these prescriptions to anyone. They cau be 
filled at any first-class drug store. Write him Inclos­
ing stamp for particulars. Address Dr. W. O. Coffee, 
Joliet, Ill. 413lt

If SICK or ailing, send a lock of your 
hair, name, age, sex, leading symp 
tom, four cents postage, and I will di 
agnose your case and tell you what 
will cure your ailments. Address

DR. J. C. BATDORF,
Dept. F., Grand Rapids, Mich.
____  MStf

Gentleman developing mediumship de­
sires room and board on South Side, with widow 

or small family, where home comforts may be had. 
Address K., Progressive Thinker. 416

WANTED-AN ENGAGEMENT IN SOME NEW 
11 field, by a Lmunr, Pyschoinctrlc Reader and 

Test Medium. Terms very moderate. Satisfactory 
reference# will be furnished. Addreea MEDIUM, 
No 497 U St., 8. W., Washington, D. C. 416

INVALIDS
TL tro writ send sour cents /n 
r F (*U1M, U»ll dlteu,, or lymptomr, will red re 

MmpDtotand.drlc. mate cur. ViomaelTaa without 
drag*. The THOMAS BATTKRY COMPANY. Card- (Utah, Ohio ' 3

Weather Forecastere’ Guide aud New Svatem or 
Science lor 1837. Il contain, a planetary chan 2 
tm Un011111' “‘“’•’l"*' tb“ poalllon ul tbe planets fi the different houMe# lu tbe Zodiac. 1

BY KICHABD MANSILL, 
Aiitlior of "Geology and Microscopy Illustrated.' 
..^l11'*1^ Antlion and the formation of World,« 

Uuhersal Change in Natural Element#,’’ etc. Brio# 
25 cents. J* or salp at this office.

ghronkTddm
A Specialty.

AnridiHuBn<a?? name ^l^ in your own handwriting, 
and 1 will diagnose your disease EHEE OF CHARGE 
No hair or leadingsyinptotn required. Inclose three 2 cent statupe nud address.

J. 8. COOPER, M. D. 
416 Mt. Pleasant Park, Clinton, la.

FRED. P. EVANS, 
Of San Francisco, California, 

The World Fumed Medium for Indo, 
pendent Slate-Writing, 

42 West Newton 6t„ Boston. Ma##, 
N. IL—Mr. Eyudb will be In Malone about four week# 

and then goes to Bouton, Maw., on a two month#’ civ 
garment. 898tf

HOW TO BECOME A MEDIUM IN YOUR OWN 
home. Will send a pamphlet giving instruction# 

delineate your phase#of mediumship, and a spiritual 
song book. Ail for 25 cents. Address Mr#. J. A. Blia#. 
bun Diego, Cali. Care General Delivery. <28

THREE NEW BOOKLETS.^ 
’■Esoteric Vibrations," by W ? Fbelon, M D 25c 
"Letting Go,” and "Holding On,” by Nancy McKay 
Gordon, complement# of each other, 10 cent#each. 

1 hmc booklet# arc mystical and inspiring. Addrcw 
Hermetic- Pub. Co.,4tx>6Grand Blvd, Chicago, III. 419

MRS. ELLA M. DOLE-
This medium, who Is clairvoyant, clatraudtont, 

bometrlc and prophetic, can be consulted at No, 
1680 North Clark street. Engagement# can be made 
by letter. 340tf

MRS. G. PARTRIDGE,
The wen-known Psychometric and Business Medium 
Reading* personally or by letter «l.(U. Three rea- 
autiHble question# answered by mall for 25 cents 
Magnetic treatment, given at her residence, or at 
home of the patient. Addies# 54 N 52nd st., Chicago. 
Illinois. Lake st. Elevated. 877tf

DR. R. GREER
will send you

1 Box Palestine Pills or Tablets, 
Purely vegetable; enough for one month or more. Tha 
best on earth for cure or prevention of Dyspepsia In< 
dlgeMlon and Connipaiion (the primal source, of al* 
most nil human dl#meto. on receipt of 50 cent# lit 
wampt. Worth (heir weight lu gold. Sample# free 
127 Lasalle street. Chicago, ill. 433

Arthur Houghton, Ph. D.> M. I). 
(DR. ARTHUR.) 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT, 
Occult Phenomena. Circle# Monday and Friday 
evening# at 8 p.m. Magnetically heals the sick. If 
you need truthful mediumship come andoget advice 
and comfort. No mysteries or humbug*. Dr. Arthur 
was Advisory Councillor to tbe Psychical Congress 
of the World's Fair. Grand Mugca General of the

TTP TO DA TP CHEHUHTHY OF LIFE
AiiD GOOD IIK.1I.th.

Spud lock of hair, stale age, sex, whether married 
or single, aud two lending pains, with three 2 cent 
stamp# fur free diagnosis to

DR. J. H. RANDALL,
Alio for particulars to gel a Medical Education and 
degree of M. D. from
Independent Medial Co’kpe, Peopled Insti­

tute, Chicago, IU.

M«?; 'k EACKER, 3900 STATE ST., CHICAGO, 
ill. Clairvoyant, paychometry. business medium 

Three reasonable questions answered by mall only.
with sump. 25 cents. 4J7

DEVELOP YOUR MEDIUMSHIP
PS5 CHE I# (he greatest device for this purpose, ai 

well u* for wmmunlcaHuna, ever constructed. Prien 
delivered, fl 2<».

M EDI I’ MsH IP jurI ft# development, nnd How tq 
Mouh iIzc to ushii-t development. Acknowledged by 
pr«**s and public to !»<• Hie most complete work on thy 
bnbjrri ever publhhcd. Fourth edition. Paper, 25c; 
doth 5o<‘ poMpald

BIG BIBLE bTOHIES. (In Print) Calculated 
niut hrmutlcally. .hi*t the thing to hand tu your or* 
Hindu* neighbor us an eye opener, Cloth, 50c, poab 
paid.

bPlRlTCALlST BADGES, 75 cent* to #5.00 each. 
Scud Hamp lur Illustrated circular* .if Hbw.

410U W. H. BACH, Lily Dale. N. Y.

O. 0. M„ 8127 Wabash ave. 417

Hatfield pettibone, business and test 
Medium. Sluing* dally; Phenomenal Seance# 

Tuesday and Friday evening*; all In light, 59 San-
dusky st.. Allegheny. Pa. 415-tf

P8YCHOMETK1C READINGS
Given from photograph# (by mall only), by Martin P. 
Foster (14 year# old), son of F. N. Foster, the cele­
brated Spirit Photographer. Send photo and 50 
cents. 52 8. Sheldon st., Chicago, 111. 416

Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley,
Trance and Business Medium, Sitting# dally; hour*, 
10 to 4. Residence, 3001 Vernon av., Chicago, III. 413

Psycho-Physiognomic Analysis.
For #1 I will give a critical analysis of character from 
photograph,and tell you how to cure any curable 
disease without expense. Photograph will be care­
fully preserved and returned. PROF. C. M. ALLEY, 
Wichita, Kans. «5

YOUB, future ?;««?»: 
Altrologer, Rooms C A 7 Tabor Opera House Block 
Denror. Colo. Charts from (1. Send stamp lor elrcu- 
lirl-421

MDIUMSHIP IS A GROWTK
Philosophical Spiritualists ad mil this. Twice a week 

for 12 year# 1 have sat for thu higher unfoldment in 
preparation for this work, an. a healer. Send name, 
age, «cx, 8 stamps and own handwriting for free ding- 
nosls.

DR. J. A. BAILEY,
4170 1302 2nd st.. Clinton, town.

LIFE READINGS
By Astrology and Psychic power. With business and 
social ath Ire. 41 (io, Mrdhid reading, with ndvlev ou 
health, fl.w. Send sex. place, dale mid It ptmMble, 
hour of birth. ARYAN. Lily Dale N Y. 413tf

The Silver Chain Developing Circle, 
In ii circle nt large, compound of Individuals regardless 
of Intervening dMa«cv«. All member* sit al tho 
tame hour, and nil are brought Into spiritual unity 
with each other through uniform thought topics. For 
particular* address, with Mump..J. M. <k M.T. ALLEN. 
1004 W. Chase st., bprhigdcld. Mo. 417

Drs. Peebles & Bttrrougb#—Dear Doctor#:—I write 
to tell yon tbatyonr^iagnoBl# 1# correct.

Mr#. J. H. Goudy,
Nov. 1, 1897. 530 West Second nt, Xenia, O.

ARE SOU ZSUFFERER?
IF YOU J8g
SEND AyONCE
Your name, age,sex, and one leading symptom, and 
have your cate corrcrtly

DIAGNOSED FREE.
Medical Literature; la sent out with each FREE 

DIAGNOSIS,, and K-vehy valuable to the afflicted. 
Write for a dla^nosl# to-day. Address

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs,
POST OFFICE BOX 177, 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
Is the oldest and moat successful Spiritual Physician 

now in practice- DI# cures are
THE MOST MARVELOUS

of this age. Hl# examinations are correctly made, 
and free to all who send him name, age. sex and lock 
of hair, and six cent# In stamps- Re doesn’t ask for 
any leading symptom. A clairvoyant doesn’t need 
any. Address

J. 8 LOUCKS, M. D.,

WARREN WHITE,
A Healer of Remarkable

Power.
PSYCHOPATHIC TREATMENT

For Ladies and Gentlemen.
Wonderful results follow. 2125 Washington Blvd., 
Chicago, Reference: H. J, Hayward, Atty, 271 Oak­
wood Blvd. 416

ACCULT SCIENCE OR MENTAL HEALING — 
V Mrs. Marlon, 2012 Indiana ave.,teacher and healer; 
makes a specialty of nervous and Incurable disease*; 
prescut and absent treatment# given with equal suc­
cess. Private instruction# given on Soul-culture and

DR. J. SWANSON,
PSYCHOPATHIST,

And hl# Spirit Bund treat nil dfscftsca- pliyMcnl and 
mental m any dManre. without mcdhl.h*: alaodc- 
ve|«»p Healer*. T< «thnoiihih from all over the I'nltcd 
States J. c. F. Grurnblnc mid Willard J. Hull recom­
mend him. Send Ptamp 1<>r pampb’.cl, icrma. etc. 
1728 Clinton axe.. MInncajiolh, Minn. 4^4

Emma Nickel son Warne, M. D,/
3402 Prairie Ave., Chicago, . z!

Homoeopathtst. Psychic Reader, Spiritual Speaker.
May be consulted Monday afternoon from 1 to 5 p. m., 
al 6213 Stewart Avenue. 4L8tf

development of tbe Higher Powers. 417

MRS. JENNIE CROSSE. THE PSYCHIC HEADER 
and Medical Medium, lias removed to 71 Irving 

place. Brooklyn. N. Y. Life reading by mall si; #tx 
question# 50c, She will give sittings dally for all the 
affair# of life. Satisfaction given or money refunded.

417

NEW SPIRITUAL SONGS.
Solo# with piano accompaniment: “My Brother and 

I,” "The IHvtrof Life," "Youthful Day#” nud "Loro 
from Beyond he Gates." M cts each, or all for 11. 
Address 11. IV. BOOZER. Grand Rapids, Mieb. 419

424 tf Shirley Center, Mass,

. NOTICE.
All mail of a personal character or 

pertaining to literary matters should be 
addressed to Dr. J. M. Peebles, Indian­
apolis, Ind. AU mail concerning medi­
cal business, address Drs. Peebles & 
Burroughs, Box 177, Indianapolis, Ind.

413 tf

TESTIMONIAL. -
B. F. Poole, Clinton, Iowa:—Please 

send another package of magnetized 
compound. I find tbe compound and 
psychic treatment are wonderful reme­
dies for sore and weak eyes. The gold 
spectacles you sent me are perfection— 
just what I wanted.

MRS. MARY J. HORTON.
iS3 Prospect street, Bristol, Conn.

. 415tf

DR. J. S. LOUCKS, 
of Shirley Center, Mass., says: I pub­
lish but very few of the many astonish­
ing cures made. However, It is a fact 
that I cure the old chronic cases given 
up as incurable by others after they 
have paid out large sums of money, 
with no benefit. I make It unnecessary 
for such to travel to different parts of 
the country or to go to the different 
springs or sanitariums at great expense 
but cure them in their own homes at 
very little expense, with all the home 
comforts. One of eighteen months in 
bed tells her story below, unsolicited:

October 17, 1897.
Dr. J. S. Loucks—Dear Sir:—I have 

taken your remedies one month accord­
ing to directions and I can say I am al­
most as well as ever I was in my life. 
You talk about miraculous cures, but I 
think this is surely one. For eighteen 
months I was in bed and had to have a 
nurse to attend me, and now I am at­
tending to my household duties just 

: the same as I did before I got sick. I 
have tried many physicians, but they 
did me very little good; .but I am so . 
well now, and I thank you a thousand 
times over for what you have done for 
me. Very sincerely yours, . ■

MRS. JAMES MITCHELL. 
■ 726 Everset street, Lorain, Ohio.

“Tbe Relation of the Spiritual to the 
Material Universe. The Law of Spirit 
Control.” By Michael Faraday. Price 
15 cents. For sale at this office.

Da. AND MBS. HASESCLEVER, 678 W. MAD­
Ison st. Trumpet Seances Tuesday at 3 and 8 

p. m.. 25c. Materializing Seances Wednesdays and 
Saturdays at 8 p. m. Treatment aud Private Sittings 
dally. 41?”

SONG SHEETS; NEW; WORDS ONLY; W CENTS 
per hundred; stamps taken. S. BARKSDALE, 

25 Swan st., Rochester, N. Y. 417

IF YOU SEEK FOR DEVELOPMENT IN PSY- 
chometry, clairvoyance, telepathy and healing, our 

teaching# by correspondence will open to you the 
gate# of the realized ideal. We ascertain your phase 
of mediumship, give Instruction# Recording io need, 
and reveal to you the divinity of tbe healing art. Send 
BUmp for booklet No. 3, of Occult Serie#. URIEL 
BUCHANAN, 849 Chestnut st., Chicago, Hl. 415

THE MARCOTTE FAMILY
Phenomenal Mediums.

MRS. MARCOTTE, Trance, Test and Business 
Medium. STELLA, the wonderful Child Trance 
Medium, only eleven year? old. DH. ROBERT E. 
MARCOTTE, the powerful Magnetic Healer, ab­
solutely cure# without drugs, no matter how far you 
are away. My power I# unlimited. Call orwrlvtat 
once. Developing Circle# Mondays and Wednesday# 
at ft p. m., ana Wednesday# ut 2 p. m. Test Circle# 
every Tuesday. Thursday and Friday at 8 p. m. SMS 
Cottage Grove ave., Carlyle Flats, Entrance C. 
Letters answered promptly. 4ic

College of Psychical Science and 
Development.

Send n stamped, addressed en'elope to J. C. F. 
GRUMBINE, author and lecturer, tuiluu P, Chicago* 
HL. for terms circulars, catalogue of publications of 
the order of the White Rose, for development in pay- 
cbometry. clairvoyance, inspiration, healing. Endorsed, 
by hundred# of students. S76tf

MAY WYATT FISHER,
Character Head Ings, Testa and Prophecies Poetically 

given. Terms »' 00. Address 19 Holton Place, Lynn, 
Mass. By letter only. - 418

IFRS. S. F. De WOLF-INDEPENDENT SLATE 
writing. 24] Winchester are., near Van Buren. 

Madison street car; take transfer at Robey. Ladies* 
circle. Thursday# at 2:30. Chicago, III. 4)8 -

Bl mvi BMV s”tE CCRR nt homo If I IH | UHV hookrrec. Dr.W.S.lUco IbWI I WIB Bibo 1 89, Smithville, N.Y 
404 IStCOW

HEALTH AND POWER.
A handbook of Core and Homan Upbuilding by the 

Sot now, reined and powerful methods otnauira.
E. D. Babbitt, M. D, author of ‘Trtnctples of 
M and Color,” "PhUosopIiy of Cure," etc. Pricey 

alcth. Vcental Leatber^SS cent*.

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE.
By Editor ot tho Notional with Pretaco and Note* 

by petdr Eckler, Illastrated with view* otthe old 
Paine Homestead and Paine Monument, at New 
Bochelle, also, portraits ot Thoms* Clio Rickman, 
Joe Bailow, Mery Wollstonecraft, Madame Noland, 
Condorcet, Brtrrot, and the most prominent of Paine'* 
friends In Europe and America. Cloth. IS cent*.

A;

SVENGALI?
RUBBISH!

YOU WANT 
FACTS.

The only authority upon 
Practical Hypnotism* Is

THE HYPNOTIC 
MAGAZINE

ioc a Copy. # # At All Newsdealers
- OR DIRECT ROM

PSYCHIC PUBLISHING CO.
( 56 fifth Avenue. CHICAGO

dtstaac.es

