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A GENEHAL REVIEW.

The Present Status of the
- Church and Spiritualism
Examined.

To the Bditor—For some time ihe
colymns of some of the secular papers
were teeming with glowing accounts of
the -great Anti-Spiritualist mass-meet-
ing igld at Anderson, Ind, and which
was made a national affair. 1t is said
“thai a barking dog never bites, but it
is always much fhe safest plan to keep
an eye on the dog; and I believe it to
he the bounden duty of every persen
interested in the promulgation of Spir-

~-Jtualism to be wide awake and waltch
the final results of this meeting with
Intérest, and to thoroughly post them-
selves on our philosophy nnd be ready
to meet these emissaries of dogmatical
theology, the enemies of free thought
and free speech, with weapous of their
own kind and calibre.

Rev, Covert, of St. Louls, in a tirade
to the press sounds-the slogan of war
against the medivms in this wise: “For
p long time back the churches, both
Protestant amnd Catholie, have been
looking forward to some united co-
‘gperation ‘in the name of the Lord’ for
protection aguainst the terrible delusion
of Spiritualism.”

That's 2} right; no one doubts it in
the least. The fucts in the case are,
that the clergy have for a long time
back fought nothing else but deluslon,
in lieu of obeying the commandments
of the Nazarepe to feed the hupngry,
clothe- the naked and to keep them-
selves unspotted from the world; but
they are now about {o tackle the big-
gest “deluslon” they ever run up
against—the greatest truth ever giveu
to the world—spirit return and com-
munion.

Of course, every one knows that this
movemeut will result in more good
“tiian’ harm  te  Spiritnalism  amoug
thinking people, from the fact that the
-clergy are behind it. To the untutored
and unthinking mind false theories and
‘wrong ideas will become affixed, and
this I8 wint I contend to e the duty
of every Spiritualist, to see that our
gide of the question is fairly and ably
put before the people,

istory shows that the clergy have
fought every non-orthodox cause, how-
ever moral and elevating, from itg in-
ception, as antagonistic to soclety “and
the church,” and have ouly partially
-succeeded in holding thelr own, alded
by {he laws of State and Natlon. No-
body kunows better than they that they
are gradually losing thelr power over
“the masses, and soon, Jike In the case
of the Anti-Spiritualist movement, must
resort to siringent measures to over.
dome these “terrible delusions,” or sink
under an avalanche of spiritual truths
backed up by fact and data and the
entlre scientific world.

Paul said prove all things, and hold
fast to those things only which are
good, Isn't this what Spiritualists are
doing the world over? Where is the
prlost or preacher that can prove the
Bible to be literally true, or that the
only plan of salvation lies in a viearious
atonement? They say they can, but is
thelr bare word good for it without
practical demonstration? Yours or mine
wouldn't be, and veither is theirs,

This *“terrible delusion” spoken of by
the dominie s worthy of more than a
passing thought, as it typifies the wide-
spread misapprehension and fear with-
in all classes of orthodox churches of
to-day at the rapid growth of the light
of Spiritualism in all lands. The word
18 being sent down the line from priest
to preacher, and from church to chureh,
to fight this delusion of free thought
and education, and it must be met by
the great army of truth-seckers who
wish to see bigotry, arrant superstition
and fear superseded by light, knowl-
edge and {ruth.

The real cause for alarm among the
clergy I8 not that the claims of Spirit-
ualists are wrong, but that the church
fs retrograding beside the onward
march of progressive thought and ex-
perience, hundreds and thousands of
both Protestants and Catbolics yearly
deserting the chapel and mass for the
lecture hail and seance room, growing
weary of old forms and cercmonies,

+ ~tale sermons and creed-bound dogmat-
tcal theology, which allowed none of its
adherents to honestly think for theimn-
selves under threats of expulsion and
the ban of excommunication. Thous-
ands, yea, millions of others who wish
to throw off the superstitions of the
puast, to free the mind of ancient my-

thology and mythical lore are to follow |

the natural promptings of the mind and
heart and grasp out after reasonable
and tangible evidence of the mysteries
of life and the immortality of the sonl.

Materialism and Christianity down to
the present time have never gone be-
yond the grave, while Spiritualism,
brave, young and defiant, holding out
the light of truth and reason, proves
to a positive demonstration spirit re-
turn and inter-communication and the
graud possibilities of life on the bliss-
ful shores of Immortality. Spiritual-
ism is fast proving to the world that it
alone has solved these problems and'ls
Delng recompensed by the plaudits of
the thinking masses; and the clergs,
seelng the drift of the wreckage tow-
ard the shores of Spiritualism, are to
make a tremendous effort to check the
on-conming tide by organizing and main-
talning a National Prevention Soclety
“in the pame of the Lord.”

“These “medium exposers™ are fearful

_ least some might spend a dollar to hear

from som= leved one on the other side
of life, but expect to keep up their ne-
“farious plan of holding their vietims
over bell and tapping their pocketbooks
for all there is in them, giving nothing
but dry husks in return.

The Klondyke-rush of people from
the old belief In a burning, material
_ hell to the conditional hell ns viewed

3 by Spiritualists, is phenomenal, much

to the chagrin of the sky-p!lot. who
finds another “delusion” on his hands
to fight. The orthodox hell bag been
Jabbed in the golar plexus 50 often thut
it is quite knocked out of all resusclta—
fon.

Pr.J. E, Roberts (Umtarlan),the most-

el em

‘let the church die.

popular preacher in Kausas Cliy, Ia 8.

_recent sermon sald;

- “Hell §hould be blotted from the lan-

guage of human lips, toyn roof, and,

branch  from  the articulate speech of

man, damned by every man and b)7
If the | .

every god in the kindly skies,. .
chiurch cannot exist without hell, then
(Applause) It the
authority end the sanctity of creed and
ritual, of sacrament and symbol, must
have hell or perish, then let them all
e damned together, Let us save the
weak and the unreasoning from this
hideous fear. Let us reserve the pres-
ent from this staln and pollution of the
heartless past”

So mote it be, both now and forever,

I apprehend that if the Very Rev,
Lord High Covert and his gang of
“medium exposers” should bappen in
at one of Charlie Winan's, Bessle As-
piuwall’s, or Elsie Reynolds seances
for materinlization, and wituess ihc
grand demonstrations of spirit return
aud communlon, hear the voices aund
sweet songs of those from the Sumimer-
laud, they would cry out with joy and
gladness, and pralse the one who was
thus {nstramental in demonstrating the
possibilities of the spirit. But they
won't go to such pPlaces as these, and
thereln lies the trouble, I'hey invaria
bly take advantage of the expose of
fake mediuvms and foist this upon the
unthinking public as Spiritualism, pure
and simple, aud hold up before thelr
congregations these frauds as a “terri-
ble example of what that old serpent,
the Devll, is doing under the cognomen
of Spirltualism.”

Imke wmedlumshlp is abroad in the
land, and we acknowledge it 1o be the
bane of the Cnuse, hindering its onward
march and progression. But in the lan-
gauge of the.editor of The Progressive
Thinker, what are we going to do about
it? What religious or educational in-
sttition basn’t ity frauds and. charla-
taus?

Let the clergy purge and purify their
own alleys betore commenting on the
filthy coudition of our back-yards, Of
the 70,000 priests and preachers in the
United States, it Is saufe to concede at
lenst 20 per cent. are fraunds and im-
postors of the worst type, who ave mak-
ing a bread-and-butter business of the
profession; for the clergy is a profes-
sfon, as is law or medicine,

I believe that if every Spiritualist will
stand shoulder to shoulder in the fight
against these frauds, that they will
soon be driven into oblivion, and if
every one would do their duty to the
Cauge no medium could get a recom-
mendation froin a society or otherwise
uiti) they shall have proven themselves
worthy.

A well-known “{rumpet and material-
fzing medium,” who operates principal-
ly in the North and West, came to Rich
111l & few months ago on recommen-
dations gathered from the general suy-
vey of The Progressive Thinker, He
gave one seance, trumpet(?), which was
50 decldedly yellow as to disgust the
sitters, not a single test being given.
The next issue of ‘I'he Progressive
Thinker contained the startling infor-
mation (sent by -the “medium” and
gighed by a Spirltualist) that “Bro. So-
and-So, who was with us last week,
gave some grand trumpet and mater-
inlizing sennces.” The facts are, that
be gave no materializing seance at all,
and could {n no way be induced to do
80, giving as his reasons that the ‘‘coun-
ditions were not right.” From what 1
learned about him’ afterwards, it was
well for him that they weren't. Why
don’t I give the name? Because 1 wish
to make no personal fight through the
columus of the press, but it will be
cheerfully given to any one interested
by addressing me.

While at the Northwestern Camp 1
heard The Progressive Thinker roundly
abuscd for its stand taken against cer-
tain so-called mediums, whose work
was found 10 be of a ra(hcr shady or-
der. I sustain you in your position,
Bro, Franeis, and trust that hereafter
you will publish no reports of the
*good work for the Cause” by mediums
until to your certain knowledge they
are worthy of the support of the bpmt-
ualistievworld at large.

My plan for the suppression of frand-
ulent wediumship is that each medium,
of whatever phase, be examined by a
committee of honorable and thoroughly
informed Spiritualists, to be named by
the National Spiritualists’ Association,
placed in all cities or capitals of eacia
State, similar to the Board of Peasion
Examipning Physicians. If found wor-
thy and of good moral character, a cer-
tificate be issued to them, to be ap
proved DLy the N, S, A, and a list of
these names published occasionally in
the Spiritualist papérs. No opne not
holding such certificate would be coun-
tenaunced, and thus tricksters, bogus
physical mediums and clap-trap clair-
voyants would be shut out and honest
mediums be given a eclear field for
work. Then these little theologieal
schoolboys, who know so much, will
bhave less cause to hammer the Bible
and theorize on how to abolish the
“amphibious delusion of Spiritualism,”’
but will have to face actual demonstmt-
ef facts and fight it out on intelligent
lines, I 1rust that every Spiritualist
will work for a purer mediumsh(p, and
to prowptly answer the wail and ery
of this new Anti-Socfety.

HARRY OLIPHANT.
. Rich Hill, Mo,

A Heroic Worker.

A. X, Earle, of Inez, Pa., writes: I
have made a journey of fifteen miles

‘from home on purpose to have my

spiritual friends and brothers receive
your valuable paper into their homes
that they miay recelve more light and
cheer of that progressive and higher
lite that will follow this life _in the
mortal. I hope other brothers &nd sis-
ters have caught the spirit of your Di-
vine Plan and will thus help to spredd
the spiritual truths as promulgated by
your grand and fearless ‘paper fnto dll
ihe homes’ of our beloved land. I am
with you in this cauifiict to the end” -
aatng | Ga'km,, o

Not a day passes over the earth but
men and women of no note do great
deeds, speak great words and suffer
noble s0ITOWS, —Charles Reade,

A SAD HISTUHY

,Experlenoe of a. Lady on

- Earth and in Spmt L.ife.

AR TOLD BY JOHN PIERPOINT,
THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP
O LIDA B. BROWNB.

In this paper I wish to relate the ex-
perience of a lady whom 1 helped to
show the way from davkness into light,
She was au American by birth, and en-
dowed with all the graces that an un-
hawmpered mind educated on a free soil
inculecates,

When a mere child she was left alone
in the cold world and to the tender
mercies of an elderly aunt, This lady
was good as the world ranks gooduess.
She was kind to the child left in her
eare, but was of a narrow, puritanjeal
turn of mind, and tried to crush in the
ehild the mirthfulness and freedom of
spirdt thai belongs to childhood. Any
act of friendliness she showed to
schoolmates not her own equal in rank
wis frowned on, and the child had to
lead an isolated life, with the exception
of a few children for whom she did not
care and with whom she {clt no attrac-
tion whatever.

Thus the child grew up, erushing
within herself the love-nature which
had been freely bestowed upon her.

The parents of this child had both
died young; the father in the late war
and the mother a few years afterward
of a broken heart and loneliness, for
thesé two were truly mated and con-
genjal,

As the girl attained womanhood and
was sent off to boarding-school, she was
flly equipped for coutact with {the
world. Brought up in a rural district
where sghe kuew all avound her, she
was transported to a large town where
all were strangers. In her native place
the people were, in whole, of a siniple,
truthful, trustful kind, and the child
grown up with these surroundings
trusted all, belleved what was told bher,
never doubting but what was sald was
the whole truth and nothing but the
truth.

In the new surroundings she found
what 1t was to bave trust betrayed,
hope crushed, and all the joys of youth
depart. It did not happen all at once.
At first she enjoyed the change, the
freedom from the mild restraint her
aunt exercised, and plunged into gaie-
ties that hod long been denied her. In
stodles she excelled, and was at the
hend of her class and n general favorite
with her fellow students.

The school was entirely for young
ladles, aud the only chance they had
to see the town where the school was
located was in the dally walks the
teacher accompanied them on. 1n one
of these promenades was met one
afternoon a dashing young lorseman,
who, as he rode by, doffed his hat at
the ladies. His gaze was riveted, how-
ever, on the beautiful counienance of
this lady 1 am telling of, and she,
mecting the glance, felt her beau ideal
was Dbefore her and reéjoiced in her
heart.

The youth thought he had never scen
so beautiful a face Lefore, and deter-
mined to make her acquaintance. This
he gained by strategy. Kuvowing some
of the villagers who supplied the school
with provisions, he induced an old wan,
who went there with butter and eggs,
to take a pote to the young lady. The
man was adverse to his propositions at
first, but thipking if he refused some
one c¢lse would do the errand, he at
length consenled and received silver as
payment. 1lle thouglt it merely a boy-
ish freak that would wear off in a few
weeks.

Not so, for the lad was deeply
stricken and wrote such ardent love to
the girl that sbe was taken by storm.
She did not reply 1o his first missive,
but as he contrived o be out horse-
back riding when the ladles were tak-
ing thelr walks, he knew by a nod of
the head that she had received his let-
ters. IFinally she replied, but only a
few lines, telling him the danger sh
mn of bejng expelled from the school
if they knew she was getting letters
from a young man, and to induce him
to cense writing she cousented to meet
him just outside the gates at night-
fall.

These meetings were kept up for
somie time, she learning the lesson of
love with great aptness. After she had
continued these interviews without se-
rious consequences, she grew more con-
fident and remained out longer than
usual. The words she heard made her
eyelids droop and the color come and
go in ler face, Her lheart was open to
such an attack, and from affection be-
fug denied her so long, she drank in
freely all these words of protestation. .

The 1ad was sincere, his beart was
tender and susceptible, and they were
like {wo children together on the great
ocean of love with no helm or rudder
{o guide. They drifted with the tide,
and neither realized till too late the
great maelstrom they had entered. The
nwnkening came and with no gentle
hand.

One of the teachers had missed the
girl from ler room occasionally, and
not thinking anything serfous about it
at first, had at length determined to
watch where she went, as she thought
the pupil's actions strange. One even-
ing she saw her take a shawl and
throw around her shoulders and go out-
side the gates. She followed and saw
the girl meet her lover and be clasped
in his warm embrace. |

WiHen faced by her teacher, the poor
girl knew not what to say. She was
unable to make any expifanation, and
could only stand in dumb agony while

tie teacher poured on her head -allethe

vials of her wrath. . Tor this pupil had
been under her charge, and she knew
she had been derelict in' her duty, and
her own position might be lost through
the mad actlons of this girl.

The youth at last found opportumty-
to -stay her tongue, by the dnnounde-.

ment that she-was his wife, 83 such he
claimed her, and she should leave the
school that day; for the teacher io pack
up her things and send {o a peighbor-
ing village. The teacher, seeing her
Jbest plan for her own sake was to ald

‘nied "her,

the couple, consented to do as they
wished,

They went to a. sma]l lodglng glace

In g clty not:fay off, :apnd- for awhile

lived on love. Soon, {however, the
youth got tired of her mmtty face and
her slghs and tears whenever he lefther
if only for.a ghort walk; .

One day he recelved q letter for-
warded froim his parents, telling him
it was tlme to return_home from the
visit to a friend he hag-Deen waking,
apd he obeyed, leaving: ‘the girl alone
and forsaken, He parted wiih her
kindly, telling her he would return
when he had won hiy’parents over to
his side, but this was oul_y a subterfuge
to get away without a ®cene,

The girl remalned (il the money
which he had left had: given out, and
knowing the frultlessugss of returning
to her aunt after the life she had en-
tered on, and realizing she would be re-
fused admittance ¢ slie ald, she began
searching for worl, She hnswered ad-
vertisements, walked wileg around the
city asking from door to door to lelp
with the wark, if only for a little food.

1f she lad been o plain Qll‘l she might
have received work at many of the
places, but her beaytifnl face was
against her. They did not dare risk
her presence in thelr own houselolds.
The ladies could see she was born to
betier things and wids not used to

the rlver, ke knew Instantly it was the
one he bad betrayed. A secret sorrow
was at his heart, he knew he was @
murderer, and no peace, sleeping or
walkiig, was his. His mlisery com
menced in this world, for her face was
always before him, and to his dying
day he regretied the part he had
played.

All tender hearts cannot but feel sym-
patliy and charity for the sin committed
by this girl, but the inexorable laws of
nature have to be fulfilled, 1f you put
your hand in the fire you will be
burmed; if you place yourself under
water you will be drowned; it you tum-
ble from a great height you will be in-
jured. So this gn] by iaking the life
that had been given her, before her al-
loted timse on enrth had beeu spent, had
to reap the consequences,

These were natural ones. If you take
away, you have to give back; if you
do injury, you have to return good if
you steal, you have t¢ repay. Auvy
deed done, either of good or evil, has to
be balanced up. So Wiy lady in taking
her own life and that of her yet un-
born had to make reparation by giv-
Ing nurture to those deprived of it in
earth-life.

Sad as it may seem, there are thous-
ands of these tiny lives nipped off at
the bud, and as nothing once com-
menced s to perish without completion

A VAL?,‘;

JABLE

- SUGGESTION!

Ay Propoamon to Engage Moses
2 _Heull,

AGUNTRIBUTIBN Tﬂ THE WAR BEING CARRIED ON

J. R. FRANQIS éditor of the Progresslve Thmker—Dear

Sir and Brothery—-

Referring 0. your arficle in the Progressive
Thinker of Ocfober 234, relative fo employing
MOSES HULL :for one year, | shall he pleased to
be one of ten to give $I00 apiece fo retain his
services for our cause, and if less than $1,000
shall he subsctied, | stand ready to raise my
subscripfion to 3200 or even more, if needed,
It is about time that Spiritualists all over the
country wake up, and instead of indulging in
heautiful sentimental talk, which after all amounts
to but very liftle, let us he practical by employing
that great giant of intellect, MR, MOSES HULL, as
lecturer 0 defend Spiritualism against the thou-
sands of ministers and churctr memhers who are
working with all their might to destroy our me-

diums and Spiritualism,
Yours truly,

THEODORE J, MAYER,

Care W. M. Qalt & Co.

Washington, D, c., Oct, 24, 1897,

~0n Sunday, Nov, st ist, let every Spiritualist
meefing, seance or circle take up a special col-
loction for-the purpose set forth ahove.  One thou-
sand dollars could be raised in a single day. Now

is the time fo.aet]

drudgery, and, strange ds lt may seem,
her own sex were the first to refuse her
a shelter thnt they theipselves, if put
in her own place, might crave of others.
It was left to a kind, elderly gentle-
man to send her to a gmall hotel and
pay for a moauth’s lodgin for her, This
was a temporary relief, but only added
to her bitterness of- snh;it to be the re-
cipient of charity, she who had been
used to every luxury fipd convenience.

After repeated 1nqmr!’es for her false
lover, after writing'to. im in vain, and
being conscious that she soon wounld be
even turned from<this ]ittle room that
had sheltered hér,;wheli her condition
became* known—fm > ‘kind gentle-
man had said it was hif'plece who was
to occupy the roomi—the poor gitl. grew
desperate. . Alll buiman‘aid seemed de:
‘From sheer -loneliness and
SOLTOW, and teelitig' shie” could not eh-
dure - further disgrace,” she -turned to
the cold, dark river for consolation: She
thonght that would end ail her serrows,
but.slas! litile she knew. she was only
entering on another life where atone-
ment must be made.- -

Of the youth who had caused somuch
misery, we will Jonly state here. that

when he read in the daily paper the!
descriptlon of the young girl found in

either in its original surroundings or
under different circumstances, so these
tiny lves have to be rounded out and
perfected. Al life is inextingulsbable.
You may change the form, but I¥e is
still there under other eavironments.
These tiny sparks must be kept alive;
it is a law of nature, and these laws
cannot Le set aside by puny man.

On her awakening to spirit life, she
was surrounded by pitying faces.
Many clustered around her, some wel-
coming her and giving the sympathy
that had been denled on earth; others
with more touch of justice talked with
her of the sin committed, and the work
she must do to blot out the scar from
her soul, -Realizing her own deficlen-
cies, she was willing to be led, and was
glad to do. what whs in her power to
atone. :

* What think you, kind reader, becom@s
of ‘all the abortive lives crushed in this
world? What must be the portion
dealt out to those who have taken away
what they cannot again restore as it
was? . There are -millions -ignorant of-
the great divine lag of life;"and may
not think they are doing any, harm. by
their actions, but ignorance of a law
does not prevent its accomplishment, .

In my first article I gpoke of refgrma-~

Yorles and schools being over here, so
likewlse we have our hospitals and vur-
serles; hospitals to cure those spiritual-
ly cuppled and nurserles to continue
the growth of these little lives till they
reach perfection. All little children
passing out of earth-life while young
are cared for over here; by some as an
act of love, and by others as an effort
of doing good, thus making their bur-
den lighter and ﬁuully removing it en-
tively.

Only those sphits who are free from
earth’s conditions, have .atoned for all
wrong done there, cun ascend LW a
higher plane where they can advance
in knowledge and power. All the dross
from earthly contact must be burned
away or cast off by kindly deeds for
others, before any advancement cal be
made,

This lady was one of my pupils, and
in many ways [ was able to assist her
in performing her task and making her
burden easy. She had sinned turough
ignorance uand wnot wilfully, and had
been wore sinned against than sinning,
Iler nature was open, loving and free,
and the work of caring for these little
innocenis wiped out her sorrow and
loneliness.

She was very anxious I should re-
late her life, thinking it might be of as-
sistance 1o some who are now ‘bearing
their burden bravely. 1f the burdens
belonging to earth are born there
cheerfully, you will be able to leave all
of earth’'s conditions on getting over
heve. She wisheg to instill in the minds
of aull the thought to be kind to one in
distress, and thug, perhaps, saving
them from the deed she did In despera-
tlon.  Very truly,

JOHN PIERPOINT,

Practi Mind-Heallng:

A Christian selentist, whase tine was
fully occupied in thinking about the un-
reality of disease at $2 per think, ouce
treated a highly unappreciative man
for a chronic nervous affeciion of a
very painful character, After this man
had depletod his purse by speoding $40
thus, wj’ ut any improvement, he de-
glred m.ow when he should begin to
get better.,

Then the Christian Scientist waxed
wroth and said: O you of little fafth!
Know that you would alrepdy have
been cured if you had belleved me
when I told you that your pain was not
real. Pain and suffering do not exist;
they are merely phantasms of the
brain. There is no such thing as mat-
ter,” continued ke, with such emphasis
that it rattled some sllver dollars in bis
pocket, “none, whatever; the only real
thing is thought. Al this is too subtle
for your commonplace mind, and hence
I can do nothing for you; you had bet-
ter go and il your coarse, ungpprecia-
tive system with drugs”

Then a vision of $40 that had van-
ished, and of pain that had vuanished
not, came before the mind of that long
suffering man, and he arose, and he
took that Christian Scilentist, and he
mopped the floor with him, smiting him
sore upon the head and back, so that
when he was through, congestion, abra-
sfons, contuslons, incipient echymoses
and eplstaxis were among the phenom-
ena presented by his Christian counte-
nanee,

“There §s no real suffering,” satd the
Unappreciative Man, with withering
scorn.  ‘“Ihe brulses on your head are
entirely hypothetieal; tbe choking 1
gave yon was simply an idea of mine,
and & devilish good iden, too; the pain
whieh you feel {8 merely an intellectual
phantasy, and your nese bleed is only
one of the ideal conceptions of thie eere-
bral mass. Belleve these things uot to
exist and they vanish. Good-day. sir”
And the patient departed.—T'he Medical
Visitor.

CHANGED WITH THE YEARS,

A wide difference between the Pres-
byterlans of seventy years agae, when
its deacons were generally distillers of
spirituous liquors, else were proprictors
of inns where Intoxicanis were sold,
aud the preachers were patrons, and
that of the late synod in session at
Plainfield, N. J., wherein, because Rev,
Dr. Charles Woodruff Sbields had
signed an application for a liquor -
cense for a Princeton inn, that body
adopted the following resolution as its
voice on the question:

The Synod finds occasion to reiterate
the judgment that the renting of prop-
erty for saloon purposes and signing of
liquor licenses is not consfstent with
Christianity, and that the attention of
all presbyteries, sesslons, pastors and
preachers be brought to bear upon this
matter.

All will rejoice at this evidence of
progress on the part of Presbyterians.
It is in strong contrast with their ear-
lier history, when their church doors
were closed to temperance lecturers,
and they were counted the greatest ob-
stacle to true temperance reform.

EDUCATIONAL TEST FOR VOTERS

The Boston Transcript well says:
While it may look to some as though
the educational test which it i3 pro-
posed to engraft upon the Louisiana
constitution is designed to disfranchise
the negro, it cannot on general princl-
ples be denied that the ability to read
and write is no more onerous condition
to insist upon in the pelican state than
it Is in Massachusetts. The man who
cannot read and write does not know
enough to know how to vote aright, and
that is the whole of it.

No better test than intelligence ean be
employed in a free government as a
passport to the elective francbise. In
some of the states the voter must pos-
sess a freehold, in others, property of a
définite value, and In still others the
payment of taxes is the indispensible
requisite, but The Progressive Thinker
would enfranchise lntelligenoe witbout
‘regard to sex or color.

A wlse man should have money in his
head, not In his heart.—Swift.

Where = man has a passion for medl-

tating without the capacity of thinking,
a particular idea fixes itself fast, and

! soon creates a mental digease~Goethe,

LITERARY CRITIGISM,

A New Study for Common -
Schools.

«

We take much time and trouble to |
teach our children how to detect ervors
of gramar and to correct them., If -
half the pains were taken to teach them.
the art of literary criticism, the results -
would Le niost excellent. Awmong two-
thirds of the people there seems Lo be
utter ineapacity of detecting absurdi-
ties, contradictions, wrong reasons, fale
lacies in geperal, Credulity s ald ngog
while we read; our reason is quieted,
in sowne schiools the theory of Legic ia
pretended to be taught, and so is that
of Surveying. But the graduates seem
to know as little of the one as of the
other, '

Of course, ])Hebhlllfl is opposed to
any study ﬂmt exercises the reasoning
powers. 1t is ot interested that we
should learn to pick out Haws and cone
tradictions—we might read our Bibles
tou critically, You may read an article
full of most glaring contradictions to
even the most absurd. Let auy one
who has the curiosity to test himself in
this respect, take up the book to which
Chillingworth made bis celebrated re-
ply, and read the first chapter carefully,
on the lookout for fallacies and contrg. -
dictlons of himself by the able dispu-
tant, Read very criticully. You are .
half ‘converted to - the writer's view,.
“Nurely, this is reasonable,” you will
say.  Then take up the reply of Chil-
lingworth,  You are  perfectly  as-
tounded at the bold, glaring fallacles
and  selt-contradictions you have as-
sented to. In like manner, read “Ma-
caulay's Essay on Southey’s Collo-
qules” and on Gladstone’s “Chureh and
State.”  Hy the way, Gladstone was,
when he was thus so roughly handled,
@ young man, One is reminded, to-day,
of this when reading his late weak effort
on Genesis. We find he hus the same
command of “dim, confusing magnilo-
quenge, words mystifying thought,” of
which the immortal essaylst accused
him. It is really laughable to vead this
essay of Macaulay so many years after,
considering events. A very little well-
directed practice in lterary criticlsm
at our schools would prevent such blun.
ders. C. L

COVERT PULVERIZED,

He Was PlaZe—d on the Wit
ness Stand.

——

To the Edijtor:—1 was just reading
the first of the debate of Moses Hull

and Elder W, R. Covert, 1 have had
some very amusing expericnce with

this so-called Spiritual pulverizer, as he
terms himself,

In 1805 1 was living In Columbus, O,
and through the influence of KElder Co-
vert, one Caylor filed an/ aflidavit, and
little Bennie JPoster, one of our best
physieal medinms Tor light  seances,
wis arrested. I was employed by Mr.
Foster to dcfvud him and the society
employed a Mr. Saveirs to assist. We
had a three d.n\ fria) by a jury, and
Mr. Covert, with his usnal homibant, as-
serted on the witness stand be could du-
plicate any phenomena that any spivite
ual medium gave, We accordingly,
whent it came our turn to get at Mr.
Covert, said {o himh he must be put
under the same test conditions that My,
I'oster was under when hie beld his se-
ance, and he was to duplicate the phe-
nomena complained of. such as wate-
rialized hands, pictures on handker-
chiefs, messages in writing, flowers out
of the top of the eabinet, cete, to llus-
trate his power. We got the gentleman
just one-half under test conditions,
when he admitted on the witness stand
that he eould not give the phenomena,
and the Pulverizer was taken off the
stand by the State, and the case closed,
and Mr. Foster was acquitted.

1t is not strange that such charaeters
should enmploy innocent boys in behalf
of thelr pefarious work of deceiving
the public and backing up thefr igno-
rance and bigotry. T'he great wonder
is that in this age of general intelll-
gence and enlightenment  such  crazy
fellows should get such an audience.
Spiritualism must be stirring them up,
when It draws out such crowds to hear
such blackguards as Covert.

J. M. KENXNEDY.

Marysville, O.

Strange Phenomena.

Mrs. Robert Louis Stevenson, wife of
the celebrated novelist, who died in Sa-
moa, is at the Occidental Hotel, in San
Francisco, on her way to London., She
wae interviewed by a representative
of the Daily Call, and in course of the
interview related the following inter-
esting circumstance:

Mrs. Stevenson, in all seriousness,
tells of an occurrence which leads us to
stop and think,

“It was only about six weeks ago,”
she remarked, “during the middie of-
the night, Every one else about the
house was asleen, when suddenly, with-
out noise of footstep or sound of any
kind, I was lifted violently from my
bed and thrown across the room. Twice
this was repeated, until., in my despaly,’
I thought I had fallen into the hands of
a midoight assassin. ITortunately, I
took no harm, and then when 1 had
calmed down. I came to the conclusion
that there bad been a violent earth-
quake.”

“Was the house much damaged?”’

“That is the curious feature of the
whole affair, The doors were fastened,
fhe locks were intact and no one had
entered during the night. Burglars
were out of the question, and as to the
earthquake, nothing about - the house
was damaged, not even a -plece of
crockery broken nor a pleture thrown
down. And no one else had been dls-
tarbed during the night!”

It proved futile to ask Mrs, Steven-
son for an explanation of this strange
occurrence. ‘The facts were there and
1 could draw my own conclusions, @
can the reader.




'SPIRITUALISM.

Freld at Rndel’éonn,él'nd_.,- OG;rob‘erTS; 6,'37,'and 8.

Between’ Moses Hul, the Veteran Snirituéliét, and Elder W. R. Govert, the
~ Leading Representative of all the Ghurches Arrayed Against Spir-

~ itualism, with the Intent to Suppress All
- Phases of Mediumship,

* ELDER W.R. COVERT RESPONDS TO MR, HULL

RESOLVED: That Modern Spirifual-
ism, as a so-called Religion or Sei-
~ence, is a delusion, a fraud, a lie, and
~that its honest hefievers are deluded
the same as sincere Mormons,

ELDER COVERT AFFIRMS.

-’ Mr. Moderator, Honorable Opponent, Ladies and Gen-
~ 7 'tlemen:— o )
. The proposition stated and affirmed by my opponent
s, that the phenomena and philosophy of Modern Spirit-
- "ualism are sustained by history, reason and the Bible. It
- is.one thing to make a proposition, or to affirm it, and it
. is another matter to prove it, I think I have carefully
~*and capdidly listened ]co the thoughts advanced by my op-
" ponent, for L am not here simply to contend for victory.
}I) am here to Jrnow what is the truth, and I am always
willing to accept the truth wherever it may be found, pro-
vided it will not dissolve in the sunlight of reason, sci-
ence, philosophy and the word of God. I have no use for
that kind of trulh that can only be found in the dark
- geance, where you arc as blind as a bat, where the medium
*_performs some miserable, low trick, and tells you that (f'ou
- must accept that phenomenon as somelhing performed by
the spirits of the dead. When you ask them to bring that
~ - phenomena into the light, that it may be examined on all
_ gides, they at once tell you that the conditions are not

~ favorable, and thus all phenomena of Modern Spiritual-

cause he talks about seeing bodies move through the gir—

and affirme it is a fact—ahd because of these little things|

he refers to, he thérefore assimes that the spirits of the
dead come back., Why does he agsume it7 Because he
does not prove it. He tells you about tables tipping,
about writing on slates, or- telking - through horns or
trumpets, or moving of pianos, and all that, but he fails
to make the necessary connection in order to sustain his
posilion, and that is, that these things are absolutely and
unequivocally done and performed by the spirits of your
dead friends.

WHAT ARE PHENOMENA?

Now, what are phenomena?  They are appearances of
which the cause is not obvious. You may see a tree out
in the woods shaking. Well, how is it moved? - What is
the cause? Well, it may be moved by the wind blowing.
It may be moved by some other body falling against it;
and thus there are many ways it may be moved. Why,
then, say it is moved by a spirit, unless we can produce
and demonstrate by the spirit itself that it is moving the
tree? Suppose a table does move, and suppose there is
a rap in the house that you don’t know how it is made,
does that prove it is made by & spirit? If that is the
logie that we are to accept in this case, it simply drives us
to this conclusion, that our belief in the phenomena of
Modern Spiritualism must be in proportion to what we
do not know about it.  You never saw a single phenom-
enon, nor you never saw a single act produced that you
knew how it was produced, that was produced by a spirit.
Now, just tell of one thing that you know in this physical
world that is done by a spirit that you know how it is
done. When we do not know, we may ignorantly as-
sume and affirm that it is performed by a spirit, but
when we do know, then we know it ig not performed hy
& spirit, and therefore our belief in Modern Spiritualism

Universdlist chureh fhes; will tell you &}ﬁerently;‘if ﬁl’ey
are infidels they will tell you differently still; and thus
there are no.twd mediums that can eall back the spirits of

the so-cplled dpad as they refer to and have them tell us]

anything abouf the future. Neither do they agree as to-
the nature of the next world or anything about its condi-
tlons. Why, ii has no philosophy, The great statement
of the Lord Jetus Christ that God is a siigt is not to be
changed” To'bay that spirit is God is 2 kind of spiritual
pentheidh.  I'understand that. A mouse hag a spirit,
therefortf & mdiise is God, for spirit is God and a mouse
has a spirit} a'pd thus you run the whole thing down.
Chicken§ have life or spirit, and therefore chickens are
God; and thus you have got that miserahle Pantheism in
a definitlon thit he wants to give to the Lord Jesus
Christ’s #tatement when he seid, “God is a spirit.” “And

" { they that worship him must worship him”—how? Oh,
he forgot fo'quote that, for he says, “In spirit and in

truth;” not'with old slates and tin horns and dark cabi-
nets and pictyres made on elatea and photographs. No,
the heathen always have that kind of truck for the Lord
for their worghip, but Jesus Christ taught. a different
doctrine, and he said, “God is a spirit apd they that wor-
ship him must worslip lim in spirit and in truth.”

: ]? am here to say that Modern Spiritualism has no phil-
osofhy, has no.system or science, but every medium’s
philosophy is subject to his own caprices, his own de-
gires, his own conceptions, and the only way to take that
or demonstrate that is to put different mediums in dif-
ferent places and ask them the same question, When
they have no chance for collusion they will not give you
the same answer. That will show you how they differ.

| How did they differ about Pearl Bryan’s head; one said

it was at one place and one another, Why? Why, when
a medinm don’t know wheye a thing is he ean no more
tell you than anyone else; they can only tell you like the
Irishman, who gaid his forethdught comes afterwards.

So, then, tostalk about the philosophy of Modern
Spirituaism they should give us a definition of what it is
and the facts 1o sustain it, Let him give a definition
to the philosophy of Spiritualism that is endorsed by all
mediums, that js endorsed by the gpiritual societies of this
country and of Turope, if he can. It has no philosophy in
the true sense of the word.

SPIRTTS IN ALL AGES.

Now, a8 to all nations believing in it, he quoted the
opinions of three men. There is the trouble again. An
opinion of a man is not history, and I chellenge him to
produce any reputable history. I take, for instance, the
master of historians, the universal history dedicated to
Lord Marlborough, published one hundred and fifty years
ago, and I challenge him to take that or any other reli-
able history and prove hy history that the spirits in all
ages of the world perform such miserable caprices as we
are taught by Modern Spiritualism. I am very well
aware of the mythology of the past. I am very well aware
of the claim of wizards and of the enchanters and magi-

THE GHURGH

~ O6TOPUS.

1t 15 Tying Hard fo oil Hself Around
| Mediums,

Its Sting Filled with the Venom of Hate

TO FIGHT SPIRIT MLEDIUMS-—ORGANIZATION
OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION RAPIDLY BEING
MADE—PRESIDENT BECKER SAYS WAR WILL
BE CARRIED ON STERNLY—ALL CHURCHES
REPRESENTED—PERSONAL RECORDS OF ALL
“CABINET WORKERS” TO BE INQUIRED INTO
—EXPOSES ARE PLANNED AND PREACHERS
ENLISTED IN THE WORK—SPECIAL CORRE-
SPONDENCE TO CHICAGO CHRONICLE.

Anderson, Ind., Oct. 23.—The fight is being taken into
every section of the land. We will orgenize Michigan
the last of this month. I think the meeting will he held
at Lansing about the 25th. We get hundreds of letters
every day from every section of the country calling for in-
structions to organize. We are overwhelmed with work.
The success of the new association is not only assured,
but its magnitude overawes even those who took the in-
itiatory steps toward organization.

The speaker was President H. J. Becker, of the Na-
tional Anti-Spiritualistic Association, He arrived in
Anderson last night from a trip through Ohio and the
east. Ashe was speaking of the work, he turned over the
mail of the day. It was made up of letters from Maine
to California, and {from Texas to Minnesota.

Continuing, Dr. Becker said: “Spirituslism is to be
met and fought in every section with a far greater army
of workers than they can summon. I believe their last
report showed about 275,000 active workers in the na-
tion. By the time we get our organizations perfected
this year, we will have 200,000. I think it a safe state-
ment that letiers we have received from individuals, asso-
ciations and clubs represent fully that number. We are
getting out our charters and our rules and constitutions
as fust as possible.

ALL CHURCHES REPRESENTED.
“I have been out on the road night and day, and
though I have seen many associations of a national char-
acter organized I have never seen any in which the feel-

g

ing was akin to what it is in this movement. The let{ers,
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The Hierarchy Which Propose ‘ro"SuPp.ress' Mediums and Destroy Spiritualism.

H. J. BECKFER, COLUMBUS, 0.,

President.

J. D. HAGAMAN, ADRIAN, MICH.,
Secretary.

J. 8. GRIMES, EVANSTON, ILL,
Chairman Executive Board.
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J. D. CAYLOR, DAYTON, 0.,
Vice-President,

W. R. COVERT, ST. LOUIS, MO,
Treasurer,

ism becomes stamped, indelibly stamped with wrong and
“fraud.

I am well aware, as he affirms, the American people
love discussion; but the American people, as a rule, only
discuss queslions that are debatable.  ‘There are some
questions that are not debatable, that is, the real {ruth
cannot be determined by debate.  The theories advanced
concerning the inventions that have been made in steam
and clectricily had to be demonstrated; and thus when
the truth cannot be cstablished fully until it is demon-
strated, the American people are generally practical
enough to ask for the demonstration. L

If it is a fact—and that is the real issue now—if it is
a fact that the spirits of our loved ones come back and
manifest themselves, the grealest and the final argument,
and the most complele, would be, just bring one of them
back, Let’s see it. Yes, T admit the American people
are a people ready to discuss reasonable questions, but it
does seemt 1o my mind it is unreasonable to keep asserting
{hat so many things are facts, when these facts cannot be

- produced even in ihe presence of an intelligent audience
. like this.

THE LORD JESUS CIIRIST—TRICKS.

As to the argument that my opponent has made, that
~ we are all interested in this Modern Spiritualism, that is
simply an assumption upon his part—pure and simple.
" The doetrine of immortality, and the doctrine that men
* ghall live again, has been settled by the Lord Jesus Christ
. and accepted by every true child of God, and therefore
- I do not depend for my immortalily, neither does my
faith in immortality rest upon the miserable fake tricks of
- Modern Spiritualisin.  If I had no other foundation than
glates and old tin hiorns and black rags, and such miser-
able paraphernalia as that, as the foundation of my faith,
I would think I had a miserable foundation {o stand
upon. I do not care what may be affirmed of Modern
Spiritualism by my opponent, nor how great it may seem
to his mind, I am here to say that the great mass of Chris-
“-tian people believe in the immortality of the soul, and
*~ that men exist after death, but that God the Father of all
_ has them under hig control, and thus they are not a herd
- of capricious spirits subject to the call of every quack
~ihat may call himself a medium,
" . As a Christian T stand upon higher ground than any
" he has advanced so far to sustain Modern Spiritualism;
for his assumption ig, if we do not accept Modern Spirit-
ualism we have no evidence that men shall live after
death. Well, if we have no evidence that we shall live
after death except that produced by Modern Spiritualism,
1 must confess we have a shaky foundation upon which
to rest our faith, and I would much prefer to have no
faith at all in the immortality of the soul than to be
foreed to belicve that the soul is immortal because some
medium has rocked a table or tooted a horn, or written a
message upon some slate.

* SPIRITUALISTIC PHENOMENA.

“As to the phenomena of Modern Spiritualism, he tells
what itis, AsI understand him it is raps and tipping of
“fables and the moving of ponderous bodies, and the hear-
ing of sounds. Well, now, all that can be accomplished
by animals. A pheasant can rap with his'wings. Ts that
& 'sign it is the spirit of the dead?. An elephant ¢an'move

and its phenomena must always be in proportion to our
ignorance of it. And thus I stand ready to challenge
any phenomenon that has ever been or can be produced
by modern mediums or Spiritualism; stand ready to dup-
licate it; stand ready to show you how it is performed,
and thus show it is not performed by the spirits of the
dead, but by the trickery of the medium.  And if my
worthy opponent at any time during this discussion—and
here is & medium upon the platform with us—if he can
use him, or any other such medium, and demonstrate or
produce a single phenomenon we cannot prove and dem-
onstrate to be a fraud—that is if they claim it is pro-
duced by the spirit of the dead—if he can, then I will
concede that he has the best of the argument. This mis-
erable clap-trap! Why, it is disgusting in the cxtremel

PAINTS A BLACK PICTURE.

What does he tell us the phenomena of Modern Spirit-
ualism are? Why, rappings and tappings and battings
and rantings and pantings and moanings and hauntings!
Where? In the dark. Now, is not that a miserable lot
of stuff for an American to believe? If he would claim
and say that ihe mighty stars and planets that move
through the universe, that these have been produced by
spirits; if he would tell us the beautiful sunlight and the
lovely clouds and all the beauties of nature were the phe-
nomena produced by spirits, I would have a little re-
spect at least for his phenomena even if 1 doubted his po-
sition. But here he comes with this miserable clap-trap
again; this low, vulgar, downright stupid sleight-of-hard
performance and tells us that it is the real evidence of
immortality and of intelligence and solves the great prob-
lem that I shall live again. I am here to say I don’t want
to live again if I cannot do any moye than talk through
a tin horn, or write on a slate, or tip a table after I am
dead. If that is the most that I can accomplish, do you
think I would come back from the other world, if I could
no nothing more than write a little niiserable communica-
tion on a miserable slate, Why should a man like Bacon
or like Newton; why should such poets as Milton and
others; why should such scientists that have made such
wonderful discoveries and who have manifested such high
intelligence while in the flesh here, why, in the name of
common sense should they come back to this world to
teach us that we shall live hereafter and only be able to
make a little insignificant rapping on a table—something
like this: Listen! Tap! Tap! Oh, they’re here! Now is
that any evidence of immortality? 1If it is, T am here to
say I have no desire for immortality, if that is the fruits
of it

SPIRITUALISTIC PHILOSOPHY.

As to the philosophy of Spiritualism—well, my good
brother's definition’ was like & good brother at church
who cried out, *“Glory!” When the minister asked him
“What do you mean by ‘Glory?’” “Well,” says he,
“what I mean by ‘Qlory, is this: I mean by ‘Glory’—that
is, when I say ‘Glory, I mean by:that ‘Glory’—‘Glory is
glory, that is what I mean by it ”  Now, when he comes
fo tell us what the philosophy of modern Spiritualism is,
it is similar to that definition of “Glory.” . And why?
Why, Modern Spiritnalism does not. have any philosophy,
that is why, Every medium haes his own phﬂoso%xﬂl
Some will tell you there is a heaven beyond; some wi

plog. Is that a sign he is a spirit of the desd?  Be-
. LANEES Lo o

tell you there is'a hel],bej’oﬁas and if they belong to the

cians, but all historians put them on the same plane that
we put modern tricksters and modern magicians, There-
fore, there is not a single history that is to be recejved
and accepted as authentic that in any way justifies the as-
sertion that the phenomena of Modern Spirituslism are
sustained by history. If it was a fact that the dead came
back, and was so well known in all ages of the world,
why did Job ask the question, “If a man die shall he live
again?’ How does it come the Lord Jesus Christ solved
the great problem and brought life and immortality to
light, if life and immortality were always known. Ob,
mark you! he has introduceg the Word of God to prove
m}ﬁs position, and he cannot contradict his own witness in
W.
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TO MY CHILDREN

|
i

AT CHRINTMAS,

I send you my picture, 'tis not very good,
But truly the best that I had;

T tried to look pleasant, as well as I could
With the cast of a countenance sad.

This face was once young, was cheerful and gay,
But now it is eareworn and pale;

The head is now crowned with a mantle of gray,
And time tells 8 wonderful tale.

The eold snows of winter are falling around,
And the life-pulse is beating more slow;

The faltering footsteps are nearing the ground
Where all weary travelers go.

But the heart is yet warm, and this token I send,
Of the fondest affection for you, :

It comes from the hand of a father and friend,
And a heart that is tender and true,

*Tis Christmad; while thousands are happy and gy,
No footsteps J.hear in my hall,

No prattling volees to greet the glad day
Or respond fo the sound of my call.

I'm a tree, and the wild wind has scattered my leaves;
Left the trunk bending, aged and bare,

And the moaning winds sigh like a child when it grieves,
Then is lost in the bush of the air.

They are gong, bt methinks I can hear
Their voice8-dgain at their play;

1 start and look up through a gathering tear,
And the viBion'is vanished away.

“Oldtown, Me. " G. E. NEWCOMB, M. D.

[.1.1 :
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Courtesy of terper, when it is used to veil churlishness
of deed, is but.a'
base clown.—Walter Scott. - .. -

~He 'scatters enjoyment who enjoys much.—Lavater. -

 Present fears aré les than hotrible imaginings.—Shak-
speare. . R L , :

- Life has 110 bleséing like a prudent friend. —Furipides,

. Love not"with the eyes, but with the mind —Shak-

speare. _ . . : . :
I¢, instead of 8 gem, or even a flower, we could cast
the gift of a lovely thought into the hear} of a friend,

that would be giving-as the angels give,—G, Macdonald. { cember L. Ohio will be arganired & week atter Michigan.

ight's girdle around the breast of &

you will notice, come not only from every seclion of the
nation, but as a general {hing from ministers of denomi-
national, orthodox and Catholic churches and are the
voiced sentiments of not only the pastors, but are resolu-
tions of the congregations. You will find, if you went
over the mail, that almost every known church is repre-
senied. We are filing these away, but they come in too
fast.  Sccretary Hagaman has completed his arrange-
ments at Adrian, Mich., his home, and will go out on the
road with myself. Covert, Caylorand the organizers will
also get to work just as soon as we can get our work in
hand., We are at present simply lost under this ava-
lanche of mail matter, We will not be able to get our pa-
per started before the first of the year. It wil probaLly
be mailed from Chicago, and it is not improbable that we
will make Chicago or St. Louis our permanent headquar
ters. I confidently expect to see 1,000,000 active mem-
bers of this association within a year, Funds? Yes, we
have plenty of funds. Every cent that is coming in is
being receipted for and placed in bank, We will issue
regular reports accounting for every penny. I thing we
have Spiritualists on the go. In the past there have been
plenty of orf;mizations of a local and state nature, but
there was lackingthat onegreat essential for stamping out
Spiritualism—that is, national concerted action.
have got it now.,

AFTER THE MEDIUMS.
“We will have every medium listed within six months.

We

We will be able to tell whether they have a shady past, |.

whether they have ever been exposed; whether, in fact,
their antecedents are good. There are many mediums
who are living apparently good lives whose past lves are
black as the ace of spades. We will post our $1,500 for-
feit to all mediums to reproduce satisfactorily and ex-
pose any phenomena they produce, and it will be posted
so publicly that it will nail them to the cross.

“In the past they have laughed at us when we wanted
to debate with their leading orators, but now they send
out Moses Hull, their brainest and best man, to meet the
advancing army. The debate held in Anderson this
week has started the ball rolling. Debates will convince
no one. 'The Spiritualist will still be a Spiritualist, the
anti-Spiritualist will still be an anti. We will have to
strike at the roots of this great curse to wipe it out. We
will have to show the believers that they are deluded, that
Spiritualism is a lic and a fraud. We can do this now.
We can show up their mediums—their preachers; we can
expose them, we can reproduce their phenomena. We
bave already secured thirty or forty old mediums who
hold certificates of membership from all of the state asso-
ciations as well as the National Association to do this
work. We have papers and leiters w_hi?] will combat
every thing they may do or Rdvance. In fact, I feel safe
in'saying that we are prepared to wipe the ism from the
face of the earth,. . -

- LETTERS FROM THE OLD WOBLD. - |

'“We liave received letters from England, Germany and

France, and the letters are full of pedigrees oimedilqums. 1
oth~

These points. are being looked up and recorded.
ing is belng done haphazard. Ten states gre-glready pre-
pated for organization. Michigan will be ‘the first. I
think we will have 50,000 workers in that state' by De-

——

Then we will probably go east to New:
York and Pennsylvania, and then bacl’
to Indiapa and Missourl, and then we
w_rlll try. to place Illinois on the rig
side of the fence, . .
“Strange to say, Illinols, of all states’
in the union, has been least touched by,
Spiritualism, She has not even got

ana, Kentucky, Missourl,
Wisconsin are all Spiritualistie stron§

of workers in Illlnols well organized by, .

tended to by January 1. She is

read
for organization already. .

funds, California is one of the.gren

This work takes thme and we must-
strike while the iron is hot.” -
The accompanying picture is of tlig
five leading national officers. Grimes,
the center ﬂfure, is 92 years of age,
Anti-Spirituallsts claim that Spiritnal
ism grew from him mesmerlzing Ans
dvew Jackson Davis at Poughkeepsie
N. Y., In 1848, Davis wrote the origl
Spiritualist Blble. It was called the
“Divine Revelations of Andrew Jacke
son Davis,” and was talked off to copy.-
ists while he was under the mesmerie
sleep. The position of chairman of thy

ag an homor. It was Grimes who, actr
Ing as a speclal reporter for Horace

I'ox Sisters at the old Barnum hotel in
New York. -
W. R. Covert {8 the man who is nowm
in national debate with Moses Hull, of
Boston. He is known all over the couns.:
try as the “medium killer’ for his regs
ord of exposing medlums and drivin
them out of localitles. He i8 probabl
the best known anti-Spiritualist in the
country to-day. BSecretary Hagaman,
of Adrian, Mich.,, was for years one o!

and holds certificates from the nationd|
and state assoclations showing that h
Is a good medium.” He was convert
some years ago. His and Covert's se
ances are more mysterious than thosq
produced b{ a majority of mediums,
They are the two men the medinmg
most fear. They agree to reproduc
expose and explain any phenomen
that any mediym in the world may pr
duce or forfeit $500 cash, Caylor nn(z
Becker are also well known. They ar(
deep thinkers and organlzers of extra
ordinary ability.—Chicago Chronicle.
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HUMAN CULTURE § GURE

MARRIAGE, SEXUAL DEVEIa:
OPMENT, AND SOCIAL
. UPBUILDING.

BY E. D. BABBITT, M. D\, LI, D, '

other important volumes on Health, Soclal
Religlon, etc,

Price, cloth, 75 cents. For sale at thisoffice,

TWO IN ONE

A COMBINATION OF

“The Question Settled” and “The
Contrast” Into one Yolume,

. BY MOSES HULL.

lendid works. By this arrangement the copt 1a spol) -

at )t.he seuse: h“ suabled h )
comJ.ns] al e same erl Q
for them nepnrnm{). This volume n&‘{?. ;'au
and {s handsomely boupd in gloth, and contains an ex-
cellent poriralt of the anthor,

THE QUESTION S8ETTLED

15 8 ca2ofu' mmﬂnrlson of Biblical and Modern Spirit-
uslism. Nobook of the century hds made so m
converts to Modern Spirisuslism as this, Thoau! :ﬂ
atm, falthfully to compart the Bible with mopder]
ghenomemnnd ? flopoply, has been sccomplis eﬂ
he adaptation of 8pirituallss to v.hw ts of huma
ity ; 1ta morsl tepdency; the Bible &lna of
ministry; the spiritual ximxre of man, and the obj s
tions offered to Bpiritualiem, are ail oommeredfnthi ’
light of the Bible, nyture, history, reason
senee, and expressed clesrly end 1orclbly.

THE CONTRAST

cansists of a critica] comparison of Evangelicallsm
and Spiritualism. It {5 & most able production, and

s & perfect gtorehouse of facts for those who wish
to defend Spiritualism, or find arguments against the
assumptions of Orthodoxy.

PRICE 81, FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.

sscure the
rics a8 W

ve facls. Price

By Kersey Graves, Itwill well paypetuasy Price (33

THOMAS “PAINE.

‘Wes He Junius?

GOSPEL OF NATURE. .

L SR Ak

holds. But we will bave a membershif
January 1, California will also be ats- .
We hava
three men at work in that state novg:-
and are advancing them the necessaxaa =

est Spiritualistic states of the unlon, . .

A most exccllent and very valuable work, by the _.
Dean of the College of Fine Forces, and n%thor A

This highly instructive and interes tk {1 :
blnmon’!nto ong volume of twow(:f& Bulg

"SEERS OF THE AQES.

Rmbncln% Bpirituallsm, past and present, b A
M. Peebles, M. D. An encyclopedis of mux&.i -

BIBLE OF BIBLES, -

state BSpiritualistic assoclation. Indg- .
lows and - .

executive board was given to Grimey -

Greeley in 1849, exposad the famous - -

the best known mediums in the country - .

o

i N
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and commoq” ;-

By W, Heary Barr. Prico if ceaih S
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Lessons Drawn From th
- During my late sojourn in London, & friend, knowin
‘my deep inferest in the various religions, ancient an

- Past Concerning Religion,

. Hardinge Britten.

cism is the play, composed of its legends and myths per-
sonified.” .
Mys. Britten handles the subject in a masterly manner,
quoting from many well-known authorities concerning
ancient religions to sustain her position. -

- The above work is one of the most concise and direct
expositions, drawn from the history of the past, concern-
ing the world’s religions, that has come to my notice.
The author lays bare the fraud and deception practiced

- by the so-called Christian Fathers, in combining the re-
. ligions based upon astrology, with the inspired words of
the seers and sages of old. These are so adroitly mixed
by priest and monk, that the mind is mystified and unable
to solve the problem, o
(Gtodfrey Higgins in his “Anacalypsis” (page 245) says:
“The adventures of Jesus are all depicted in the constella-

. tions—that the fortunes of Jacob’s family were read in
the stars, and that Isaiah regarded the heavens as a book.”
All of which is very suggestive to the thinker, Higgins
further says that from the celebrated Buddha and
Chrishna of India were supplied most of the superstitions
which became engrafted into the religion of Jesus Christ,

e CHINESE SACRED TEACHINGS.

" .Mrs. Britten asserts that the doctrines taught by Con-
. fucius must not be taken as samples of Mongolian the-
ology. Confucius gave to his country a pure and beauti-
- tul code of morality, though it did not originate with
- him, but was taken from certain Chinese sacred books,
_ edited or compiled by him from manuscripts which were

*  quite ancient in his time. In these writings were found
" gll the traditions concerning Paradise, the Fall, the doe-
. trines of Divine Incarnation, the story of the God-man
“being born through the maternity of a pure virgin and
“the Vicarious Atonement for sin. She also pointedly
. refers to a certain mundarin who reproved M. Le Hue,
~ the eminent French missionary in this wise: “You are a
. man of prayer. Why do you steal our Buddha and offer
- him back {o vs as your Christ? Go to school and learn
" 'that Buddha was old enough to be grandfather to an age
of Christs before yours was born.” The reader is referred
- %o the anliquities which are becoming more numerous
every year, through the various excavations. Upon these
are writlen or emgraved ummistakable evidences of the
fruth, Mrs. Britten weaving all in combination with her
pwn thought into a mass of testimony so conclusive that
_ it cannot fail to carry conviction to all unprejudiced
winds.

TEACHINGS OF SPIRITS,

While mych evidence is presented from the mortal
lane of life, proving that Christianity and all other re-
})igions originated in the starry firmament, as read and
understoood by the ancients, I do not understand that
any testimony is offered from spirit life in the work re-
ferred to. However, no statement is made in “The
Taiths, Facts and Frauds of Religions History” which
does not correspond with the testimony of the ancient
- ppirits whose communications arc compiled in “Antiquity
.+ Unveiled.” Indeed, these spirits go futther and give
" more direct and comprehensive evidence as to these at-
_ ters, from the fact that they ived at the period when
-these astrological religions ruled. Their testimony has
not thus far been refuted. They also inform us that if
we will invesligate cven at this late day, proof posilive
. will be found that all religions are the outgrowth of as-
- tronomical and astrological myiths and legends. They
¢ affirm that the ethical teachings of India and Egypt have
been utilized, as well as similar teachings from other
lands, to formulale the Christian religion; also that tra-
- dition and the manipulation of religious history have
been employed to cover 1ip their real meaning, but never-
theless it was still possible for the unprejudiced student
to unravel these mysteries.
Here allow me {o state that such researches as 1 was
enabled to make during my recent visit to the old world
has so confirmed the statements of these spirits, that I
am more than ever convinced of their truth. From what
source could we expect to obtain more direct and valuable
testimony upon this important subject, than from those
witnesses who could read and understand the starrlylv gos-
els, displayed upon the blue dome above. I wish just
gerc to call the attention of the reader to the remarkable
- testimony of Spirit Deva Bodhisatoua. He was of a line
of prophets from Buddba down. He says: “It was T
who first taught in India long before the Christian era,
the metaphysical-allegorical style, claimed after my time,
o have come from one who never existed, Jesus of Naza-
reth. These gospels yere transferred to Singapore, where
they afterward came into the possession of Apollonius of
Tyapa. Their original names in your modern tongue
would represent the four seasons of the year, but were
afterwards used, or misused, to typify the Savior of mau-
kind. Their real meaning as understood by the Ifindoos
were as Tollows: First, the preparation of the ground—
the planting of the seed—the harvest time or the gather-
ing in, and the feast time or the harvest home. This is
what these books meant, when interpreted by the aid of
perlain stars, in what is now {ermed the zodiac, the “Star
of the East.” being simply a signal for seeding or plant-
ing time. These writings were first given 1o me in a
trance, and did not originate with me. They were the
reflex of spirits upon my receptive organism. In an alle-
gorical scnse, these writings could injure no one, but
when used by priests to gain power, they holding the
gecret key, il ended in enslaving the intellects of their
fellow-men. These gospels that were taken from India
by Apollonius were modified by him to suit his spiritual
pature, though much of the force and sublimity of their
- janguage was lost in translation through so many tongues.
'As near as I can give their name, they would be called
in your language the “Coda of the Initiated.” Thus ends
the important testimony of this ancient Hindoo prophet.
In the early part of the first century there was 1n Rome
8 society known as the “Initiated.” It comprised the
learned men of the then civilized world. The secret name
of that society was “The Sons of the Sun,” and its mem-
bers understood that their religious teachings related to
_the sun, the plancts, and especially to the signs of the
yodiac, and out of these religious traditions it is evident
_khat Christianity has been developed.

- SYMBOLS OF SUN-WORSHIP.

' Before as well as af the beginning of the Christian era

fere found upon the ancient temples and tombs symbols

pf the religion of sun-worship. In Phoenicia and in the
. Palmyrean Desert, also in Sicily, Egypt, the Isle of Cyp-
" yus and Greece, a5 well as throughout the then civilized
g:rld, all religions could- be unlocked by one key, and

~~-3hat consisted of the signs of the zodiac. We are informed
"~ that the mitre had originally twelve points, representing
" 3he {welve signs of the zodiac, but a8 Catholicism ' ad-
-¥anced it became necessary to conceal this fact in such a
manner that its astrological significance would not be
Yoo apparent to the public eye: We are also told that the
godiac, as understood by the ancients belonging to the
. gociety of the initiated, explains the story or legend of

e History of the

madern, called my attention to & work entitled, “The
" Faiths, Facts and I'rauds of Religious History,” by Emma

The author takes the broad ground that Christianity
drew the material for its construction from the religious
theories and beliefs of remote antiquity, that every form
of theological belief has been derived from the imperson-
ation of astronomical signs and the movements of the
heavenly bodies. In a word, “Theology with all its xites
and mysteries, is astronomy in action, and -ecclesiasti-

visions and 4 can of oil they deserted the schooner.

18 éhat%«hiétor ‘of Jesus* Christ wos. symbo
ds of years before the ah\

« e y o
mong the stars, thousan
period of his birth,

ages of antiquity.
THE SACRED STAR.

Mosaic upon the stone floor in the cenlre of the cathe-

symbol occupies a space of about twenty feet square, por-
traying the astronomical and astrological representation
of the very starry legend described by Deva Bodhisatoua.
The entire figure is done in Mosaic and in the highest
style of the art, In the centre is represented the Sun,
around the Sun are the {welve signs of the zodiac, and
around these signs the four seasons of the year are sym-
bolized, the whole forming a beautiful and artistic design.
Notwithstanding that I am aware that the Roman Cath-
olic religion, as well as the pagan religions from which
it sprung, had its origin in astrology, I was not a little
surprised to find the fact made so evident by what I saw
in this cathedral, and still more surprised when I found
that permission would not be given fo photograph the
same, though I succeeded in taking a rough pencil sketch.

The queslion naturally arises; Why should this symbol
be executed in that place, and in that manner, and per-
mission refused to photograph it, although anything else
in the cathedral is allowed to be photographed? We
might also ask: Why do Christian churches have stained
glass windows representing characters drawn from Bible
traditions? Why do we find in the only real Christian
churches (the Roman Catholic) the symholic images and
painted scenes, executed by the best artists, representing
alleged events in which the people profess to believe, and
which form a part of their religion? Because these sym-
bolic representations have to the devotees a meaning.
The reader may safely conclude that the “Sacred Star,”
so prominently and artistically laid in the floor of the
Cologne Cathedral, has a significant meaning, which is
fully set forth in the foregoing digest.

Now, if this symbol, or emhlem, does not mean that
the Christian religion had its origin in astrology, as set
forth by Deva Bodhisatoun, Mrs. Britten, and many other
able writers, thinkers and independent scholars, what
does it mean? Again, why is the emblem of the sun rep-
resented upon the garb of priesthood and in the churches,
if the Christian religion did not have its origin in sun-
worship?

Why are the temples, monuments and tombs of an-
tiquity covered with indelible characters, proving the
pagan astrological origin of the Christian religion, unless
it 18 true? Many object lessons in proof of this truth
may be drawn from a visit to the great collection of cele-
brated antiquities found in the British Museum, which
the writer has had a recent opportunity to examine.
Tivery year new pages written or engraved upon stong
are being discovered smidst ancient ruins. They com-
pose volumes which cannot be burned by religious bigots,
volumes which expose the tremendous frauds practiced
upon unsuspecting people.

In view of the knowledge that is within the reach of
even the ordinary student in {hese days, there seems to
be no valid reason why Spiritualists or the teachers of
Spiritualism, should siill hug the dogmas and doctrines
of the dark ages, thus placing a barrier between them-
selves and.the light of truth, and still continue to lead
their hearers astray.
Is it not high time for the teachers of Spiritualism io
discard these religious barnacles? Many who stand upon
our rostrum in the capacity of teachers are following the
methods of the chureh, in their eflorts to reconcile Spirit-
ualism with the teachings of the Bible, as though that was
a necessary preliminary to progress. We realize that all
there is in the Bible records that is of value reached our
world through the sensitive oracles and sages of old, but
these valuable records are so blended with the worthless
products of mythology, that even the intellectnal giants
who are struggling with these problems in Biblical lore,
are unable to separate the wheat from the chaff, but are
forced to yield and acknowledge the unreliability of Bible
records. This compounding of the old and the new is a
customm of priesteraft and very ancient, as history proves,
and I deeply regret that the advance of Spiritualism is
retarded by such clogs.
The religion of the stars was doubtless suited to the
time and condition of mankind when it prevailed. How-
ever, Modern Spiritualism and careful research have
proved all such religions to be relics of mythological tra-

ditions. B. B. HILL,
Philadelphia, Pa.

WARNED BY A VOICE.

Rescue of a Crew of Eight of the Schooner
Gifford.

CAPTAIN KRONHERT, MYSTERIOUSLY AWAK-
ENED, FINDS THE SH1P SINKING.

Amid the snorting of tugs, the groaning of hoarse
whistles and under clouds of dense black smoke eight
hardy seamen climbed over the rail of the schooner Cily
of Sheboygan last night, seized a slippery rope and slid
toward the surface of the Chicago river. One by one
they landed in the bottom of a yawl-boat, a fragile craft
that, hours before, had saved them from the fate of the
vessel they had manned—a place at the bottom of Lake
Michigan.
Once in the yawl the men pulled at four pairs of oars.
A few minutes later they scrambled upon the Dunham
dock, then hurried off to their homes to tell of the wildest
night they had ever seen at sea and how their safety was
due to a supernatural voice.

WARNED BY A VOICE.
This is the story they told:
The schooner ¥. W. Gifford, Capt. Charles Xronhert,
laden with iron ore, was riding & heavy sea. Twenty-
five miles ofl the east coast of the lake it bore toward
Fruitport, Mich,, having left Escanaba behind. If was
9 o'clock Thursday night, October 21. Capt. Kronhert
had been sleeping in his stateroom for an hour. The
mate was in charge of the vessel. A strong wind was
blowing—a wind that came in gusts, with now and then
& sheet of rain. The night was as dark as a “stack of
black cats.” There was not a light discernible except
that at the masthead of the Gifford.
The mate and his crew of six men watched closely that
peither wind nor wave got the better of the schooner.
Everything scemed safe and they were talking of a pros-
perous trfp.  Unexpectedly Capt. Kronhert walked
among the men. No one could see him; it was too dark.
But they knew he was there for above the howling of the
wind and the beating of the waves they heard him ghout:
“What is it, mate?”
“What is what, sir?” inquired the mate.
“Didn’t you call me?” roared the captain.
“T did not, sir,” replied the mate.
“That’s strange,” said the captain. “I was asleep in
my bunk. I heard your voice as P ain as day. It said:
‘Captain, we want you on deck, sir.” It woke me up and
here I am. There’s something wrong.. Have yon-iiken
the soundings to see if the schooner. 18 dry?” -
“Not since you turned in; sir,” said the mate in reply.
The captain ordered the soundings taken. The line
came up-wet. The hold was two-thirds full of water.
The chip was sinkiog and the captain ordered the men
into the boats. - With a compass, & fog horn, & few pro-

fhe house of Bethlehem, or the house of corn, s well as |-
the sign of the virgin, and in fact that all these signs

the City of Sheboygan.—Chicago Record,

d
d

The record of this fact has been engraved upon the
stone pages of temple and monwmnent, gll through the

While at Cologne recently the writer saw at the Roman-
Catholic cathedral of that ancient city a velic of great
importance, bearing upon this subject, called “The Sa-
cred Star” It was in the form of a design, inlaid in

dral, and in front of the main altar, This remarkable

the year, and he was-undoubtedly right.

A Believing Inf
- the Bible.

Are you a Chrlstian? Are you ag In-
fidel? Are you a skeptiec? DId you

ing the Bible? If any of these ques-
tions you can answer in the atiirmative,
‘then read this satiele And think. Did
you ever think of this—that balky driv-
ers make balky horses? Did you ever
think that some horses cannot be
forced to do thativhich'they cannot un-
derstand? Did .you ‘eyer see a good
horse abused? I think I have. I do
not kuow everything, but I do kuow
what it s to be called an ipnfidel. I
know what it is to have the finger of
scorn pointed towards me, and be os-
tracised from good soclety because I
could not understand the Bible as some
jgnoramus explained it. I know what
it is to be treated like a cur dog because
I could not- believe that Bve was made
erom the rib of Adam, or that Jonah
wis a man and was swallowed by a
whale and vomited forth in just three
days. I know the feelings of a man
when he is called ingane by a lunatic,
when he could not believe that Jesus
Christ wag once & babe, born of the
Virgin Mary, without a father, and his
mother still & virgin, I never could
quite understand -why it was that a
man was obliged’ to renounce all rea-
son and sense in order to hecome a true
Christian.- It always appeared to me
that the true religion could be enjoyed
by a person of sense, as well as by a
drivelling idiot, If not, why not? I
never could quite understand why it
was that the more zealous a person be-
came for the go-called Christianity of
to-day, the less honor he or she pos-
sessed, but such seems to be the case,
and many of the business men of the
country know it to be a fact—some of
them by sad experience. A man may
be » loving hushand, a good father, an
upright citizen and a good neighbor,
still if he does not say he believes the
many unreasonable things certified to
by the chureh, the church treats him
ke a dog while living, and sends him
to hell when dead. "This has always
been the policy of the chureh, to either
rule or ruin, and the reason why church
and State are not united to-day is be-
cause the churches are jealous of each
other and because there is not true
Christianity enough in any chureh to
entitle it to be entrusted with the af-
fairs of government,

I believe these statements to be solid,
cold, hard facts. Now the object of
this article is to explain many of the
secming hard passages in the Holy
Bible and demonstrate to you that it {8
not as bad a book as the preachers
would represent to . us.

And I think I will show before I get
through where the trouble is and why
thore are skeptics, infidels and agnos-
tics In as well ag out of the church of
to-day. 1 bellevé I Imow whereof I
speak. I have been there. I have had
luonatics call me c¢razy. I - have had
bypocrites call b an infidel, and I
think I know where the trouble Is. We
will see,

THE BIBLE IS ALLEGORY, NOT
FACT.

I will simply start with this proposi-
tion, that the Bible has been represent-
ed as a history of f&c({s; that the ac-
counts given there of Jonah and the
whale, of Hive made from the rib of
Adam, of Bazlaw’s tglking ass, and
Jesus Christ boru of the Virgln Mary,
have been taught.as though they were
real occurrences, when they were not.
And I now come forth with this start-
ling proposition, that the Holy Bible is
not a history of facts, as usually repre-
sented, and that the prineiple charae-
ters, such as Moses, Melchisedec, Abra-
ham, Isaae, Jacob, David, Solomon,
the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, the twelve
apostles, and Jesus Christ, were not
rea]l personages, but on the contrary
were personifications only, and that the
Bible is no more real history than Joln
Bunyan's Pligrim’s Progress, It is a
grand, sublime allegory, filled with
type, metaphor, symbol, emblem and
figure, no more real history than Xsop's
Fables or John Bunyan's Pilgrim’s
Progress; and that the prineipal char-
acters mentioned therein are no more
veal characters than Greatheart, Faint-
heart or Charity in the Pligrim's Prog-
ress.
Now, reader, turn to the book of the
Bible called Galatians, the 4th chapier
and the 22d verse, and read four verses,
and you will see that it there states
that the two covensuts or two testa-
ments are allegories, These verses—
22d, 23d, 24th and 25th—are the key to
the whole matter. This whole affair is
allegorical, not fact at all. The Bible
itself supports me in the position I take,
namely, that the whole of the Old and
New Testaments is an allegory, and I
can now understand why there are in-
fidels, infidels to what? Not to the
truth, but to some fool's idea of the
Bible,

WHAT IS RELIGION?

The Bible tells us in one verse all
there {s to pure and undefiled religion.
It says: “Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this, to
visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction and to keep himself unspotied
from the world.,” Charity and Purity.
How grand! “IHumanity is the only
true religion.” When we are charita-
ble and pure in heart, then we are
Christlans, That is reason. That Is
sensc. All the essentials of pure relig-
fon are embodled in this one verse.
Morality is all there is to it. The rest
s’ Paganism, carrfed down to our time,
first appearing in the Roman Cathollce
church, then, after Martin Luther's
time divided up into hundreds of dif-
ferent denominations, all fighting over
what? Nothing essential, just wind,
froth and nonsense, The church has
taught the Bible as historywhen it says
in plain language it'is'not, that it is al-
legory, fictlon .and mythology. It is
grand and sublime when taught as
an allegory, but when taught as fact it
is full of absurditles; contradictions, ob-
scenities and enormoi§ yarns, outdoing
Gulliver, -

WHO WROTE THE BIBLE?

The Bible is a very' old book; no one
knows how old; butiitis safe to say the
book of Luke was. wyitten over 4,000
years ago, Luke néver wrote it; no one
knows who did. The books of the Bible
are anonymous; nd one knows who
wrote them, Some guess, and cne man's
guess Is as much entitled to credence
as another's. The Blble, a5 we have it
is -very -evidenily & cdpy of some an-
cient diegesis of religidns. Eusebius is
the acknowledged historian of the early
history of the church, and he says that
the eplstles ‘and gospels of the Chris-
tlans were formerly the sacred writings
and scriptures of thé ancient sect called
the Essenes of Egypt; that their sacred
writings, which they taught allegorical-
ly, were afterwards our epistles and
gospels, It seems that our gospels and
ggistles were used by that ancient sect

lled Essenes long before the Chris-
tian era, perhaps 10,000 years-ago, St.
Jerome said there were four of our gos-
pels because theré were four seasons of

The Bible sayst “Come, let us reason

After three hours’ bard pulling they were rescued by

-

togetber.” “Proye all things; hold fast

hifi ol's View of

ever have any dlliculty, in understand--

pal characters were not real characters

Athens, was played the tragedy of
“Prometheus Bound.” This drama was
written by Aeschylus, and was re-
garded as the grandest and most sub-
lime tragedy ever put upon the boards,
It was called the “Passion Play,” The
agony of the god Prometheus, while

‘tradietion,
op . reason, and
epormous stories as the resurrection of
Lazarus, the birty of Jesus Clulst by
the Virgin Mary, Jonah and the whale,
SBamson’s exploits, Bualam's talking
ass, and the many other egregious ac-

everything 18 founded

but fables, allegories, types and fig-

would say: “Oh, my God, deliver me
from my fool friends.” If ever there
was a buraning shame, it is the practice
of taking the money from the pooyr and
deluded people and teaching them duch
false doctrines, just for the almighty
dollar. The almighty dollar is at the
bottom of all creeds; were it not for the
money there Is in it there would be no
preaching. When we see a preacher
who elaims a call from God to preach
at a lower salary than he has been get-
ting, then we shall at the same time see
white blackbirds, When any man of
intelligence will be so lost to all sense
of honor and righteousness that he will,
for the sake of a few paliry dollars
teach for facts things which are sim-
ply palpable fietlons, fables and alle-
gories, he is in a fair way to commit
any crime. .This may account to a ecer-
tajn degree for the prevalence of crime
among the ministerial class. There .is
1o occurrence not founded on reason
and common sense; although we may
not understand many things, we ean
know that they are founded on natural
causes, Hyerything is natural; noth-
ing is supernatural, If we will keep
this thought in our mind, we shall be in
a fair way to arrive at the truth in re-
gard to the Bible, as well as every
other book written by man. Phere were
men before there were books. All books
were writien by men aund are the em-
bodiment of their ideas. As the Rible
says, ‘“I'be letter killeth, hut the spirit
glveth life.”

BIBLE AND SCIENCE—-CHURCH
AND PAGANISM.

‘When taken literally it contradiets
science, and is as absurd and ridicu-
lous as "Aesop's Iables;” but when
understood as it really is, as an alle-
gorical representation of the phenomena
of Nature, all Is grand and sublime and
the great trouble with the churches and
Bible teachers is that they run off with
the fable and leave the moral behind.
How grand is sclence! Her paths are
paths of peace. The only reason why
Jesus Christ was said to be born
Christmas is because the sun changes
then, or it {8 the time of the beginning
in the northern hemisphere of the ecrea-
tion by the sun of everything on the
earth, or apparently so. The only rea-
son why Kaster Is kept is because the
sun seems te crosg the Equator at the
time, and the sign of March belng the
Ram, the Pagan ate the cross-over
lawb, the Jew the passover lamb, and
the Christian cats plenty of eggs be-
cavse the egg is a symbol of the new
creation, and spring commences, So
with all the festivals of the Catholie
aud Protestant churches; they are ail
dependent on the sun,as those churches
are simply a continuation of the Pagan
church, whose basis was sun-worship.
So we find that there is not one rite,
ceremony, dogma, or thought even, in
the Catholic or Protestant churches lo-
dny whilch was not derived from the
Pagan church, the basis of which was
the ancient and beautiful worship of
the sun. No Grecian, Roman, Chal-
dean, nor Xgyptian bhistorian has a
word to say about King Solomon,
Neither Herodotus, Xenophon, Plato
nor Diodorus has a word to say about
that wonderful man whose glory is
sald to have filled the whole earth.
Herodotus visited Syria twice during
the time Solomon was sald to be in all
his glory, but he evidently never heard
of the man Solomon. Good reason
enough—for he never lived as o man;
he was sald to have been the son of
David, but nowhere on the face
of the earth {s there a history of
any such man. Good reason enough,
for le never lived. These are
only personifications of the sun, noth-
ing more. When I take an algedraical
problem and work it geometrically, that
is called demonstration; and also when
I take the terms of an admitted alle-
gory and it fits all the phenomena of
nature, then that, too, Is demonstration.
There are twelve maunsions In the house
of David, because there are twelve
gigns of the Zodlac. There were twelve
patriarchs (or shining ones), because
there are twelve signs of the Zodiac.
The reason why Hlisha plowed with
twelve yoke of oxen, and there were
twelve disciples, and twelve apostles,
and twelve foundations to the thronme
of God, and twelve stones, and the
number twelve is so prominent, is
because there are twelve signs of the
Zodiae, and that is the only reasonm.
Sol §s the Sun, and Solomon’s temple
is the temple of the sum., destroyed
every year in three days and reared
again,

In the last chapter of Revelations
Clrist is made to say, “I am the bright
and Morning Star.”! Peter calls him
the day star from on high. Of course,
that is the sun—sun worship. In the
Bible is mentioned a character called
Melchisedec, the Kenite King of Right-
eousness—Priest of the Most High
God—King of Salem. In the anony-
mous book of the Bible called the
“Eplstle to the Hebrews,” it says that
Melehisedec was without father, with-
out mother, having neither beginning
of days nor end of life. He certainly
was not a personality, He was not a
man; he could not have been. The
Bible also says that Chrnist was a
priest forever after the order of Mel-
chisedec, telling us that he also was
no more 4 Inan than Melchisedee, nor
was he. No Roman history gives any
account of the existence of "such a
personage as Jesus Christ. The pas-
sage concerning Christ is referred to
in the book of Josephus, but it is
known to be an interpolation, a forgery
and did not appear in Josephus' works
till Josephus had been dead 200 years.
Gibbon, the historian; Dr. Lardner, Dr.
Farrar and others regarded it as a for-
gery, and the church knows it to be so.
but those who preach tell us yet about
Josephus, when, If they know anything
about it, they know it is a forgery,
wicked and malicious. So there is no
history on the face of the earth of Sol-
mon, David, Christ, the Twelve Apos-
tles, and I make the statement right
here, and defy the theologians of the
world to successfully controvert it, that
the Bible is a fable, an allegory, a fle-
tion, and no more real history than
Bunyan's *“Pilgrim's Progress” nor
“Aesop’s Fables,” and that the prinei-

any more than Spring or Death or
Charity are ideasg, and only ideas.

All books were gotten up by men, and
are men's ideas. There were men be-
fore there were books. Come! Let us
reason together. There is nothing un-
reasonable in the Bible when regarded
as an allegory, for the very absurditieg
of an allegory make it gll the more val-
uable, but the absurdities and contra-
dictions of an alleged fact makes of it
a falsehood. Do you see? ’

"~ PROMETHEUS BOUXD. )
500 years B, C., in the theaters of

that which is good.” 8o Isay I, and I

when  we read such

counts, we can know they ave not facts, |

ures. If the Bible could only speak, it

would advise you to at once subscribe for The Progressive Thinker, and thus
obtain Ghost Land. In the paper you will find something new each week,
while in Ghost Land you will find food for thought for years to come,

skeptic who is investigating spiritual and occult subjects. There are dan;
too, if not directed aright.
a

one directly into the paths of Truth. Ghost Land elucidates m
subjects in a manner with which everyone should be familiar

one that can possibly place the world on a higher spiritual plane, !
those who are prosperous, like the Vanderbilts, Goulds, Astors, and the
‘sands of others, allow their vast accumulations of wealth to be used. in:
meagure for the benefit of those less fortunate than themselves—poor strug-
gling mortals—then they will be carrying out the Divine Plan. Any one,
in any considerable degree prosperous, should assist those less fortunate, -~

no saffering in this world, and" the millennial era would dawn. The Pro.

"~ OUR FALL GAMPAIGN.

~The Pm'gressive Thinker,

The Progréssive Thinker is the largest Spiritualist paper published
on this earth to-day. It has the largest and most varied amount of reading:
matter. It has the hest thoughts of the age. It scintillates throughout.’
It is exceedingly cheap at One Dollay per year. Its presence in ever
family is invaluable, Without it you cannot keep posted as to passing:
8piritual events, Itis worth ten times its price to every reflecting mind
Besides we send to each subseriber, on terms mentioned below, the valuable
book, Ghost Land, We are working on the Divipe Plan, thus giving our
subscribers the benefit of our prosperity. Read carefully the terms on wh
you can get the paper and Ghost Land, and then resolve to aid us,

One Subseriber,

Thu Progressive Thinker one year and Ghost Land, $1,30. Ghost L
alone is worth far more than that. [t contains nearly 440 pages, is elegant]
bound, and printed in the highest style of the printer's art. Heretofore if
bas sold for $2. As high as §$15 has been paid for a single copy. - We
greatly prefer, however, that you induce some one to Jjoin with you—a new -
subscriber if possible. Help us in making the Divine Plan & success, go
that we can give each gubscriber a valuable book each year. We make this:
offer to single subscribers where it is impossible to get another to join, But'
fry herd to get someone to join with you, R

After ca.reﬂl}ly l(-)oklng over this paper please forward it to';so'm
Spiritualist, who certainly will be enough interested in it to subscribe,

Two or More Subscribers.

The Progressive Thinker one year and Ghost Land, $1,16 each subseribe
In renewing your subscription always send an additional subseriber, it
possible, as that will aid us in making permanent our })jvine Plan of giving.
& book each year to our subscribers. If you know a good thing you will
certainly join this club. How any Spiritualist can fail to do so, is more’
than we can tell. With this offer we certainly should have one hundred:
thousand subscribers  The 16 cents only pays the expense of postage
and mailing. The book is given to you outright. .

See to it, please, that your Spiritualist friends subscrlbé t'dr '.l‘li
Progressive Thinker, the largest Spiritualist paper published,

Five or More Subscribers,

The Progressive Thinker one year and Ghost Land, $1.16 each sub-
scriber, and an extra Ghost Land to the one who gets up the club. There
should be hundreds of clubs sent in. Any Spiritualist who has the least;
conception of a good thing will join the club, With 10,000,000 Spiritualis

in the United States, as claimed, there should be no difficulty in swelling our
list to one hundred thousand on these terms, When we attain that nom
ber we can give you & book as large as Ghost Land each year; yea, more
than give it to you—pay the postage on it also. We are now giving you
the book, you only paying the postage and expense of mailing.

Ten or More Subscribers,

The Progressive Thinker one year and Ghost Land, $1.10 each subs
scriber, and the paper and Ghost Land free to the one who gets up the
club., Just think of this offer—a valuable book and The Progressive
Thinker one year for $1.10. Who will fuil to bite at one of the many
offers presented? Don’t yon really think we ought to have 1,000,000 sub
seriberg on these terms, and thus make permanent our Djvine Plan of
glving a valuable book with each yearly subseription? The extra ten cents
will not pay the expense of postage and mailing. On these terms you are

getting the book as an absolute gift. The 10 cents will not pay the ex-
pense of mailing.

Twenty or More Subscribers,

The paper one year and Ghost Land, One Dollar, and » copy of the
paper and Ghost Land free to the one who gets up the club. In any coms:
munity where there are any Spiritualists, Liberals, Free Thinkers and The-
osophists, it will be an easy matter to get up a club. At a circle, seance of
meeting you will always find some who are ready to subseribe, Any lecturer
who tries can often get up a club at a single meeting. In every community
there should be some one to get up a club of twenty or more: Just think of
it, only one dollar for the paper one year, and that remarkable book, Ghost

Land.  We pay the postage and the expense of mailing the book.

When youlook over this paper, invest in a stamp and send it to a
Spirituslist, who in turn, should subscribe for it, and then torward it
to some other Spiritualist,thus keeping it in circulation untit worn outs

A Package of Papers,---Glubs,

Should you at any time receive a package of Progressive Thinkers with
this notice in, you are urgently solicited to get up a club for the paper, and
thus aid in the good work. If you are unable to do this, pleage prss the
package to some other Spiritualist, if possible, who lives in your vicinity, and
who has the time to go forward in the work,

We Mean You.

When you read this paragraph, if you are a Spiritualist or Free-thinker;
you may know that it is directed to you, and urgently solicits your careful
consideration of the statement or terms set forth above. You certainly
should be a subscriber to The Progressive Thinker. You should keep posted
ag to current spiritual events and liberal thought. You are hrought in con-i%3
tact with leading minds each week in the paper, and are, as a result, made-::}
richer intellectually. Besides, you can, by subscribing for The Progressive
Thinker, on terms mentioned above, oblain as an actual gift that wonderful
book, Ghost Land. Please get up a club; if you cannot do that, your own
subscription will be thankfully received.

Enlarging Your Library,

Commence at once to enlarge your library. Subscribe for The Pro.
gressive Thinker, and thus obtain Ghost Land on the terms above mentione
Everyone should have an occult and spiritual library. Begin now to lay the
foundation for one by subseribing for The Progressive Thinker. Nothing
speaks 8o well for a house or family as a well stocked library, Such liberal
terms as we are offering were never before presented to the peaple, ‘

What We Are Trying To Do,

We are trying to reach you who take no spiritual paper. We want to
bring you in contact with the leading spiritual and occult thoughts of the day
We desire to keep you in the front ranks of the procession. Without a firsts
class Spiritualist paper, and some spiritual and occult books, you are in the
rear of the procession, and will remain there until you change your pro-

- Loading Minds,

Leading minds everywhere are now studying spiritual and oceult subjects;
You can observe this trend of thought everywhere. There is a fascination
about it that will not down. In order to assist you in your investigations, we

¥

Stumbling Blocks,

There are stumbling blocks in the way of every earnest investigator or -

C £ danpers, -
The Progressive Thinker and Ghost Land will in
greal measure remove these stumbling blocks and dangers, and lead each

any occulf.

The Divine Law Nlustrated,

The Divine Plan as presented by The Progressive Thinker, is the only
When

With this Divine Plan carried out to its fullest extent, there would be

state, without fear of successful pon-

{Continued on page 8)

gressive Thinker lesds {n carrying out this Divine Plan by giving a valuable
book, on ferms mentioned above, to each subscriber, :




3]
N

“ cember and Jaunary.

1006050066000 66060000008 066666000 0608208222222T222328

CCONTRIBUTORS:—Each contributor
18 alone responsible for any ussertions
"or statements he may make. The editor
aliows this freedom of expression, Le-
Heving that the cause of trytb cau be
best subserved thereby. Muuny of t}le
senithments uttered in an article may he
diametrically opposed to his bellef, yet
that is 1o reasou why they should Pe
suppréssed. No ome Lerson las .t.:e
hole truth, hence kindly feehu%s
ghould always be entertained for those
who differ from you.

vell- ‘now lec-

B, W. Sprague, the well-known
turer and test mediuml, is opetll)l sf(())lé }gg-
‘e engagements for the mon -
o and He is sexrvlllllg tthe
First Spiritualist Soclety of Roches el:,
Ind,, foi the month of Novembel'.. Par-
ties in that vicinity may secure his

gervices for week eveniugs during the
“Tmonth,

Tests and commudications fgl—
Jow his lecture. Address him for No-
vember at. Rochester, Ind, Howe ad-
dress 416 Newland, Ave, Jamestown,

..Dr, Noyes writes: “The Liberal Spir-
ftunlists have rented the O'Donnell’s
College Hall, 107 South Paulina street,
corner of West Madison street, for the
winter and will hold meetings every

. Sunday at 2:30 p. m,, and on” November

14.and after will conduct meetings ev-
ery Sunday at 2:80 and 7:30 p. m,
Commencing November 14, the confer-
ence meeting at 2:30 will be for ten-
minute talks by any one, Christlan or
Spiritualist. At the 7:30 meeting, Dr.
and Mis. Noyes, assisted by others,
will address the meeting.”

"Doector and Mrs. Ella Gibson Magoon
are at Cedar Rapids, lowa, for the pur-
‘pose of  organizing the Spirituull@ts of
that city inte a legally constituted
body, They are lecturers and mission-
aries-at-lnrge for the National Spirit-
ualists’ Assoclation, They are worthy
workers, who merit the contidence and
favor of all genuine Spiritualists, and
Investigators as well.

Will the secretaries of all children's
Iyceums plense send me thelr names
and addresses at once. 1 have some-
thing of importance to communicate to
them. C.H. Figuers, M. D., 304 Frank-
lin avenue, Cleveland, Olio.

C. G. Brundige writes that although
‘he knew but very little about Spiritual-
Ism until recently, he finds that he has
been a believer in ifs doctrines ever
since he was a small boy. He thinks
Eve must have been bolder than her
female descendants, or she would have
screamed and fled whien she saw a
suake coming toward ber, erect on his
tail,

~D, 8. Maynard writes from the Na-
{ional Military Home, Ohio: “You are
Jdoing nobly in a glorious cause, and can
never fail of snecess so long as you pur-
gue the same faiy, liberal and fmpartial
rourse’ that has ever marked the fear-
less Progressive Thinker, 1 wish to
thank Mrs, Besant and Brother A. B.
Richmond for their very able and in-
structive contributions.”

- :Mrs, Maggie Walte has left Chicago,
having received a sudden call to go to
Philadelphia.

_ J. W. Dennis is leeturing for (he Buf-
falo Spiritual Society, Buffalo, N. Y,

Mrs, M. Kline, of Van Wert, Olio,
wiltes: “The Van Wert First Soclety of
‘Chrisiian Spirvitualists opened ils reg-
ular meetings September §, with the
usual interest, and is, as a society, in
a healthy condition.”

‘Owing 1o 1he popularity of I'rofessor
“Walrond’s occult lectures and tests at
Denver, Colo.. a lavger hall has been
-engaged for the winter, a hall capable

f liolding nearly a thousand persons,
‘at 1545 Champa street, where Mr Wal-

oud liopes to meet the. hundreds of

ruth seekers and Spiritualists of Den-
‘vere Services every Sunday evening at
7:80, All the Spiritualist papers on sale
‘&t each meeting.

Mr, J. Frank Baxter is at present lec-
turing with good results in Iort Wayne,

¥ Ind., on Sundays, the evening audiences

:and out of the city,

being very large and intensely inter-
sted. Last week he leetured before
he Harlan Society of Spiritualists, and
t Maysville, Ind. This week he is an-
ounced to lecture in Southern Michl-
an, Tuesday evening, November 2, in
‘Batavia, aud Wednesday, Thursday
nd Friday evenings, November 3, 4,
nd 5, in the Opera House at Unjon
City, Next week on Thursday and
‘riday evenings November 11 and 12,
e "vlll lecture in Defiance, Ohio,  Mr.
Baxter will lecture Sundays in ot
Wayne until Januvary, 1808, and for
wveek evening engagemems in the vi-
fnity, during that time, he ean be ad-
ressed at 156 East Wayne street, that
ity.
~Geo. W. Eichelberger writes: “The
Tirst Spiritualist Society of the South
=Bide at Unity Hall, No 77 31st street, in
der to present to the public as it al-
ays. has. the very best exponents of
he spiritual phenomena aud philosophy
hat can be secured, have engaged the
rvices of the gifted inxpirational
peaker and test medium, Mis. Georgia
& Cooley. of California for the winter
ason, This lady bas more than sus-
ained the reputation as a medivm and
peaker which had preceded her, and
has nerited the goad opinion formed of
“her by those capable of judaing of good
spiritual work. Her andicnees have
heen- large  and  enthusiastic, and
hough they who attend the meetings
given by this socicty have been quite
ritical, yet shie has presented to them
uch truthful and hovest evidences of
he tfuth of spiriit return that it has
not left them a single doubt to stand
upon. To those of our believers and in-
pestigators of the grand cause of Spir-
tualisul, we invite you to cowe, see and
hear: for yourselves.  We can present
u with something which we know is
genuine and good. Help us to sustain
t, for it is worthy of your earnest sup-
port and confidence. Meetings every
sunday afternoon and evening at 2:30
and 7:30. Mrs. Cooley will give mes-
sages and communications from the
world of spirits at both the afternoon
nd evening meeting. Those living out
and- at ‘2 distance from the city will
find pow ample accommodations in the
way of. transportation for getling in
{o attend these

~R. Champion, of Serling, IIL,, writes:
“Mrs, Tripp, of Chicago, was In this
ty :last week and gave a number of
teances, both in dark and lighteQ room.
If spirits exist after the death of the
vody, they were there in great numbers
and the manifestations were beautiful.
Those present readily recognized their
{riends. who came to them. In the dark
gednce we had an intellectual treat.
The conversational part was fine.”
Mrs, L. H. Gurley writes: “I hardly
feel I coulddo without The Progressive
hinker, as it has been my weekly vis-
r {and a dearly prized one) since its
Rrst Issue, which I started as a sub-
%criber, and would deny myself mate-
al fond lefore I would the mental

yurishment - 1 get  In: your. valoable:

wmper. I read \\'“itl_x much i_nte_rest 'thst

GENERAL SURVEY.. |

' THE SPIRITUALISTIC FIELD—ITS WORKERS,
DOINGS, ETC.. THE WORLD OVER.
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Land,” which you so generously sent on
the renewal of my subscription. It is
a4 wonder to me how you can afford
such a prize, and such o grand paper as
The Progressive Thinker at the low
price of oue dollar per year.”

J. W, AMackie writes from Tulave,
Cal.: ““Enclosed «find postotlice order
renewing my . subseription to I'he Pro:
gressive Thinker,
‘Ghost Land,’ as I have the original
edition as'well as Art Magie, which lat-
ter was presented to me by the: gifted
and esteemed Mrs, Britten, I was ong
of the members of her occult classes
which met 4n the paylors of Mys. Rose
L. Bushnell in San Francisco, . It
might, perhaps, be interesting to some
of your readers that she—Mys, Britten
—showed to me and a few of the class
the Hkeness of ‘Louis.’ I think some of

us . expressed a difficully in. belleving

muclh that was said of. and in ‘Ghost
Land,’ and she took special pains to a&-
sure us of their utnost veraeity.” =~

W. . Bounney writes from Webster
City, lowa: “I am holding nieetings and
eircles in this elty at the present thme.
I gave a lecture Tuesday evening in the
Universalist church; subject, ‘Religion,
Past, Present-and Tuture! 1 expect to
give other lectures lhiere before I'leave
and would like to hear from points near
by where my services may be needed.
Address, General Delivery, Webster
City, lowa.”

J.  Irank  Baxter writes: “The
churches in IFort Wayne are most vehe-
mently rampant, some clergymen most
openly denunciatory of both Spiritual-
ism and Spiritualists, The different de-
nominations have instituted special
meetings, whereln are ominous out-
pourings of wrath, and outspoken
warnings against attending the ‘Baxter
meetings,” or heeding the calls of the
Spiritualists, Whether Dbecause of
these things, or others, is it that our
evening audiences are so large and
eager, I cannot say; but one thing is
surprisingly noticeable by those whe
are acquaipted, especially astonlshing
to our opponents, and that Is, that at
least one third of the attendants are
from the churches, and are earnestly
reaching after the very ‘forbidden
froit’ their pastors would deny them,
Great interest is aroused, and general
discussion is incited, and our meectings
are booming, notwirhsianding it is con-
tested and upbill work all the way.
Your paper, as its intentions are put, is
doing royal service, and not only that,
but needful service to every community
for the cause of Spiritualism. In all
contlmunities where a Spiritualist exists
e  Progressive Thinker should be
found; and is there a Spiritualist not a
subscriber, or with his armor not
buckled on and ready for the fray
which will surely reacl him, he is re-
miss in duty and loyalty to our cause,
That fs the way I think and feel.”

We have in the city all this week the
well-known  materializing  medium,
IFarmer Riley. He is giving seaiices at
the home of J. R, Arnold, 3607 Indiana
avenue,

Mrs, Mary J. Bounney is doing effi-
cfent missionary work in the eause of
Spiritualism at Kineaid, Kansas,

The executive board of the Siate
Camp Association of Missouri for the
ensuing year is composed as follows:
J. Madison Allen, presidept; Mrs. M.
Theresa Allen, corresponding and re-
cording secretary; Isaac 1), Sperry, of
St. Louls, treasurer; Mrs. Alice I,
Thompson, of St. Louls, B, G. Sweet, of
alena, Kans., and 'rof. Hans Mettke,
of Centenary College, Cleveland, Tenn,,
viee-presidents.

Dr. G. F. Seoficld, of California,
writes: I have read *Ghost Land, aud
consider 1t one of the 1most valuable
works ever written. No secker after
spiritual facts can afford to be without
this bLook; but what surprises me is
your more than liberal offer, the send-
ing of your paper for a year and giving
this book all for $1.30. Either one s
muell more valuable than twice §1.30,
in my opinjon.”

Mrs. 1. L. Bigelow writes from San
Jose, Cal: “The First Spiritual Union
have Dr. Muellenbrucl 1o speak for
them this month., His tests and read-
ings give good satisfaction, His wife
alxo assists by voceal musie, She has a
fine volee,  Mrs, Cowell, of QOakland,
will be with us the entire month of No-
vember, aud we expect Mrs. Drew, of
San Franclsco, for the month of De-
cember,

Prof. Silas W. LEdmunds writes: “I
am lecturing and giving psychometrie
readings for the New Orleans Associa-
tion of Spiritualists, at 321 Camp street,
There is inereasing interest every Sun-
day unight. 1 have occupied the ros-
trum during October, and will continue
probably  through  November, The
Spirit of Trath broods over ug, apd we
are striving to obtain a better under-
standing of the divine in man. Our

Psubject for Sunday night, Octoher 31,

is “Jesus of Nazareth and his Mission
on Larth.”

. . 15 Yiguers writes from Cleve-
Iand, Ohio, extolling the Natlonal As-
sociation, He says: *On my return to
Cleveland a warm welcome was given
me by the West Side Society, as well as
by many others, and as 1 related as
bhest 1 could many things (hat occurred
in the convention, much interest was
manifested, and when I reached the
point and told them that™a mass meet-
ing had been arranged for Cleveland in
December, a round of applause greeted
me, and when the names of the medi-
ums who volunteered to come were
mentioned, the applause was greater.
The following well-known mediums
will be with us: Mrs. Loe I°. Prior, Mrs.
Carrie E. 8 Twing, Mrs. Ida P, Whit-
lock, and Mrs. May 8. Pepper. This
insures success from the beginning.
Others will be invited. Moses and
Mattie Hull will be here at the same
time, and Cleveland will have a spirit-
ual revival such as it has never hag,
and which Is badly needed here. 1 will
remain here until after the mass meet-
ing, if bealth permits. I will stay if it
does not, aimn bound to have that meet-
ing if it is at all possible.”

Dr. V. Fell, of Nashville, Tenn.,
writes: “I love The Progressive Think-
er. It not only addresses my reason,
but has food for my soul bungerings,
and makes me a beiter man. Long
wmay it lead in its grand work.,”

J. M. White is now at Grinnell, Iowa.
After November 10, he can be ad-
dressed at Avoca, Iowa, for engage-
ments to lecture in Iowa or Nebraska.

Thos. 8. Kizer, of Decatur, 1IL, writes:
“Qctober 21, at the residence of Voluey
Barber, the friends of Mrs. Alice Fields
assenibled to the number of about forty
for the purpose of presenting her with
a well-filled purse to in part remunerate
hor for the work she has done for our
cause the past year and a half, she be-
ing a fine trance speaker and test as
well as henling medium. Rev. C. M,
Carpenter, of- Hannibal, Mo., who was
vigiting my family and other friends in-
the city, mide the prescutation speech.

1 do not ask for|

; ! respondea
fitting' -manner. ‘Other exercises o
sisted of an address by Sister -Carpen-

reading by Mrs. Shay, and a represen-

tation of materializing seance in the,
1 hoine circle by Mr. and Mrs. Shay and

little May Wayne, the whole being in-
terspersed with music by the Purcell
string band.”

The Port Huron Times speaks as fol-
lows of Mrs. Anua I. Robinson’s work

‘there: “Mrs. Anna L. Robinson deliv-

ered her first lecture of the season he-
fore the Spirltualist society, at Society
hall, on Sunday evening, afier an ab-
sence of three months. The large con-
gregation gave her a warm and hearty
welcome, aud when chairman James B.
White and Mvs: Robinson stepped on
the platform they were given a loud
and hearty ovation. As a preliminavy,
Mr. White, in his usual clear aund
graphic manner, briefly outlined the de-
tails for.the services and ministrations
of the coming year by Mrs. Rebinson.
The opening lecture waa approprinte
and as uwsual most brilliant and elo-
quent. The themes were various and
all ealeculated to impress with deep and
solemn reflection. ‘'Ihe themes were
mainly the flight of time, the depths of
past eternity, human responsibility, the
future eternity, the necessity of moral
power and good works and deeds. But
who shall describe the graceful elo-
quence of diction, the force of Jogle,
the forceful eloguence rising higher and
higher and now and then falling into
ihe most melting pathos. It was a hun-
dred sermons in one, ‘I'o all lovers of
true eloquence, to all seekers of intel-
lectual and progressive thought, we
would cordinlly invite such not to lose
any opportunjty to hear this most elo-
quent and accomplished lady.”

Dr. J, C. Phillips, superintendent of
the Clinton Camp grounds, writes; “I
am pleased to see the grand Progressive
Thinker improving seemingly with ev-
cry number. I fully agree with many
of its able contributors that we as g re-
ligious body must stand by your paper
and trust in the spirit world and keep
our powder dry. It may lecome nec-
essary for us as a body to boyeott all
ip our trade, that do not come out
squarely in favor of religious liberty in
its fullest sense, but I hope not.”

October 29, Mrs. Sarals Bromwell had
0 pleasant surprise from her friends,
who visited her, bringing refreshinents.

‘Bhe is pastor of the Spiritual Endeavor

Soclety, which meets at No. 1 Hoyne
avenue. ‘This surprise meeting was in
commeinoration of her coutrol, a
¥French chemist, whom she claims has
given her an excellent remedy for the
asthma.  Mrs.  Bromwell returned
thanks to the friends for their attend-
unce, Sunday evening meetings, Tues-
day and Iriday evening, developing
clrcles,

G, W, Kates and wife will serve the
Spiritualists of Titusville, P’n., during
November. Address them there.

Mrs. J. W. Kratz, legturer and test
medinm, is at present i Akvon, Ohlo,
Her services can be engaged, both for
the present and winter séason, by ad-
dressing her at 802 Kast Bxchange
street, Akron, Ohio, or at her home ad-
dress, No. 244 Cherry street, Evansville,
Indiana.

Prof. Lockwood's New Work

An excellent pamphlet of fifty-five
nuges entitled “The Infidelity of Lecle-
siasticisin, a Menace to Amertean Civil-
izatlon,” from the pen of Prof. Wm, M.
Lockwood, of Chicago, 111, has been re-
celved at this office, Its perusal ean
but benefit every earnest secker for
truth. It is dedicated ‘“to the states-
men, to the philosophers, and to the
thinkers of America,” with the assur-
ance that America must be free, that
the rights of man may be respected.

I'rof. Lockwood premises “that all
conceptions of a religious nature that
do not conform to the formulas of in-
duetive reasoning and scientific verifi-
cation, those that depend upon a senti-
ment of eredulity and faith rather than
upon analysis and common sense, those
that invite superstition rather than
seek demonstration, partake of the na-
fure of a barbarism more than of the
formula of civilization; since they rep-
resent no data consonant wilth human
reason, knowledge or truth. If, then, a
true civilization depends upon the men-
tal unfoldment of its units in keeping
with data capable of analysis upon the
kuown truth, it will follow that any
system of thought or instruction not
conformatory to this progression is sub-
versive to knowledge and man's mental
and moral development.” JIrom these
premises, I'rof, Lockwood presents an
able and thoroughly logical argument,
proving that the Orthodox Christians
are the only real infidels, because of
1hir bigoted refusal to recognize scien-
tifie truths. He says: *Civilization
knows no greater infidel than he who
is unfaithful to a demonstrated truth.”

“The Fall of Man,” “What Is an Alle-
gory?’ “The Deluge,” “Ihe March into
the Ark,” and **The Bible Eran of the
Annihilation of the Soul,” are the
catehy titles to the several chapters or
divisions of the work, in each of which
the reader will find many sparkling
gems of thought. The careful perusal
of this work will make the average
reader do some original thinking, and
will present to kis mind many facts
with which he has been unacquainted
bitherto. It §s a valuable work, and ev-
ery progressive thinker should have a
copy. Tor sale at the office of The Pro-
gressive Thinker, 40 Loomis street, Chi-
cago, Ill.—Banner of Light,

An Underground Convent.

The mobt remarkable convent in the
world is to Le found in the catacombs
of the Russian cathedral at Kiev. Deep
down beneath the magnificent cathe-
dral are miles of subterranean corridors
lined with cells, in which 1.500 ascetics
perform their daily devotions and du-
ties, live, eat and cleep in the grim com-
pany of their dead predecessors. Kor
a short time each day they ramble in
the beautiful gardens surronnding the
cathedral, only to return from this
fugitive glimpse of paradise to the
dark, damp cellars where they live
their “death in life.”

REVERIE.

The dream of the year is ended,
The roses in slumber lie,
The grass op the hills,
The ferns by the rills,
Are waving a saddened good-lye;
And into their sleep,
So dreamless and deep,
Will pass with a breath and a sigh.

Oh! hearts have you conned your les-
sons
That are taught by bird and bee—
How true to their own,
In strength have they grown,
And roamed in the world so free?
We pass the truth by,
And lazily lie : .
While our boats drift out on life’s sea.

But life with its spring and summer
Gathers the jewels of time; ’
False heart or true,
Daring to do, -,

Mo enter the heights sublime; .
‘The waters onee past o
In ice are locked fast,
Thus endeth life’s prose or-its rhyme.
Moline, II. ~ 'ABBIE 'W. GOULD.

e P o

coil-
ter and tests by her and Slster Fields, |

HOW * THR
TRICKED,

The psychologﬁcnl laboratorieg of the'

United States will probably discover
something in e, I'hey are taking
plenty of pains and conducting no end
of experiments! ‘e researches at
Yale, for instapce, have succeeded In
proving that amongrprdinary liealthy
acute students,who are therefore over
the average ot outsiders In education
and in intelligepce, the senscs are al-
wost useless af a tegt of the truth of
any observations. Seience thus sum-
marizes the repult of) the experiments
of the professors:
HALLUCINATION OF SOUND,

A typleal case of ‘the applieation of
the method is found in measuring bal-
lucinations .of sounds. The person ex-
perimented upon was' placed in a qulet
roow, and was told that when a tele-

graph-sounder clicked a very faint tone

would be turned on, and that this tone
would be slowly increased in intensity.
As soon as le heard it, he was to press
a telegraph key. The experimenter in
a distant room had a means of produc-
ing tone of any intensity in the qulet
room, L

PURE HALLUCINATION.

In the first few experiments a tone
would be actually pfoduced every time
the sounder clicked, but after that the
tone was not necessary. It was sufi-
clent to click the sounder In order to
produce a pure hatlucinaiion.

DID NOT KNOW THEY WERE DE-
CEIVED.

The persons experimented on did net
kpow they were decelved, and said that
all tones were of the smme intensity.
T'he real tone could be measured in its
intensity, and sinee the hallucination
was of the same intensity it was also
indirectly measured.

Similar experiments were

MADE ON OTHER SENSES.

Ifor example, in regard to touch, a
light pith-ball would be dropped reg-
ularly on the back of the hand to the
sound of the metronome, After a few
times it was not necessary to drop the
bell,  The person would feel the touch
by pure haltucination.

SIMILAR EXPERIMENTS
were made on taste. Of six bottles two
contained pure water and the other
four a series of solutions of pure sugar
cane—the first one-half per cent., the
second ten per cent., the third two per
cent,, and the fourth four per cent.
sugar, according to weight. A block
wits placed in front of them so that the
observer could not see them, although
he was aware that they stood near him,
because he saw them when he received
his instructions. It was required of
Lhim to tell how wénk a solution of
sugar he could possibly detect.

THE EXI'ERIMENTER

took a glass-dropper and deposited
drops on his tongue, ‘drawing from the
two water-bottles, avll then from the
sugar solutions, in order of increasing
strength, The sugar in the solutions
wits detected in:the first trinl.  Propos-
ing to repeat (hie test)the experimenter
proceeded as before, but drew from the
first water-bottle every time. The re-
sult was that when the pure water had
been tasted from twe to ten times the
observer, almost without exception,
thought he detevted sugar,

A TEST ON OLTFACTORY
hallucinations was copducted similarly,
with the result that about thiee-fourths
of the persons experimented upon per-
ceived the smellof oil.of cloves from a
pure water-bottle,

SHOULD KEEP POSTED

On the Current Events of
the State.

AND THEN NOT' MAKE A RIDICU-
LOUS BLUNDER.

To the ¥ditor:—In reading over the
report of the N. 8. A, at Washington,
D. C., I noticed that one *Col. Freeman,
of 1llinois,” wrote a letter which was
read in said convention. Among other
things written by the gentleman there
is one that “urges the N. 8. A. to organ-
ize an Illinois State Association.” 'Thig
would be a capital idea to act upon,
were it not that there has been an IRj-
nols State Association chartered since
1892, and possibly before that year. At
all events, there has been a new charter
granted by the Secretary of State, bear-
ing date of July 16, 1896.

The business of the present associa-
tion is conducted DLy seven directors,
Charlers and ordination papers of neat
designs are issued to applicants who
pass the investigation of the board.

(opies of the constitution and by-
laws can Le had of the secretary, D. G.
1111, or of G. I.. 8. Jenifer, 368 W. Con-
gress street, (Chicago. Some of as good
and worthy speakers and mediwmns as
there is in the country have reaped
henefit from their ordination papers
from this association. There has been
some grand work done in the past by
members of this quiet I. 8, 8. A,

Perhaps Mr. Freeman and many oth-
ers (o not read the Spiritualist papers,
hence do not know that this organiza-
tion was recognized by the State offi-
cials and also by the railroad officers
long before the N. 8. A, was born. It
occurs to e, that there are many be-
conting wonderfully interested in the
N. 8. A,, who ought to have been finan.
clally tnterested in our local socicties a
Iong time ago, and who now, that the
N. 8. A. is becoming popular, are apt to
say, “See what a big fish we canght.”

I have been recognized as a legally
appointed or ordained teacher of the
religion of Spiritualism since the fall
of 1832 DLy carrying my papers with
me from the Pacific coast to the East-
ern shore and in all States and citles. 1
do not propose to ignore the bridge that
was good enough tpcarry me over the
stream years ago. The State laws rec-
ognize and uphold our State organiza-
tion, and would if the N. 8, A. should
become extinet. .

I am not casting any reflections upon
Mr. Freeman, as I suppose he is entire-
1y ignorant of thésedstence of such a
State society, - - MEF F. PERKINS.

587 N. Clark street, Chicago.

:' 3"11‘7
DANA’S RELIGIGUS BELIEF.

Speaking of his jous Dbeliefs or
non-belfefs, the&ln}ip' Rlirles A, Dana is
credited with this remark a few days
before he died: X ~was brought up a
Calvinist; then I becgme’ a Unitarian,

then a Swedenborglgn, Now I don't|;

belong to any’church,” . Many, of my
best friends are Catholles, I believe In
the religion of humanity” ",

+ A JUST DECISION.

The ‘Supreme Court 6f Wisconsin has
just decided that moneys-bequeathed
by a-téstator to a Catholic bishep, to be
expended in masses -for ‘thé repose. of
the soul of the decedent and:certain rel-
atives. who had gone befofe lim to
ghostland, is void. - . .

e asme -—
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MRS, GRADDON'S PATENT,
I observe that you publish an adver-
tisement. of Mrs. Graddon’s “Universal
Chopping Machine,” Will you permit
me to draw attention to the remark-
able eireumstances attending the inven-
tion of this machine, since, as illustrat-
ing the fact that wmediumship may he
mwade to further the practieal uses of
every-day life, the matter should be of
inferest both to Spiritnalists and nou-
Spirvituallsts? i

MYSTERIES OF MEDIUMSHIP,

Some time ago, under the head of
“Mysteries of Medlumship,” you pub-
lished@ an account of the way in which
Mrs. Graddon recelved the design .of
this machine, so that T need not do
more than briefly refer to the fact that
it Is one of several inventions, the dia-
grams of which have been communi-
cated to her by automatic drawing
while under the control of her late hus-
hand, who, during his life in this world,
wias an inventor, keenly interested in
all mechanical appliances. :

ON VISITING MRS. GRADDON
recently she kindly afforded me an op-
portunity of seeing the machine at
work, and from a personal inspection
1 can testify to the faet ihat the ma-
chine supports all the claims that ave
made concerning it.

TOTALLY DIFFERENT,

A journa] devoted to Inventions, in
a notice of the machine, describes it
as being ‘“totally different from all
other so-called chopping machines, its
actlon being a direct chop and turning
over of materials. It is the only ma-
chine that imitates the action of the
hands, and it chops meat, suet, green
herbs, and all materials perfectly, and
in a mere fraction of the time required
to do so by hand.” It is interesting to
observe that the journal from which
1 quote alluded to the circumstances
under which Mys., Gyaddon states that
she received the invention, and repro-
duces the account given in Light some
months ago, to which I have referred
above.

MRS. GRADDON TELLS ME THAT
the interest taken by her unseen friends
1 the invention has been actively main-
tnined throughout. Iivery attempt
which has been made to vary or con-
travene the plans projected by them
for popularizing the machine has been
persistently brought to nothing. Sug-
gested alterations or improvewments in
the design have been proved on experi-
ment to be useless, and persons intro-
duced into the scheme, whose co-opera-
tion has beent deemed undesirable by
the “guides,” have been quietly and un-
obtrusively, but not the less effectually,
“influenced” out of it again.
THIE MACHINE IS NOW
on view at the Victorian Era Exhibi-
tion at IBarl's Court, and the Exhibition
Guide Book contains a special notice
of it, In which it Is described as a
“stran gely ingenious” invention, Mrs,
Graddon has temporarily suspended
her professional work as w medium in
order to devote herself 10 the business
of placing the machipe in an estab-
lished position on the market. Perhaps
the best testimony to its value and util-
Ity has come from manufacturers and
capitalists, who have offered large
sums (In one instance £10,000) for the
sole rights, the machine being now reg-
istered under both British and foreign
patent laws.
DOMESTIC PATENTS.

Incidentally, I may be allowed to add
that Mrs, Graddon has several other
«domestic patentg in the Dbackground
(all of which have been received
through her mediumship), but she and
her friends are at present very wisely
confining themselves to the work of
placing the principal one (the chopping
machine) in mercantile channels before
taking any of the others in hand,

From The Freethinker, Lon-
don, England,

MOSLEM WOMEN.

Even in the matter of morality, Mad-
ame l.oyson says that the Moslem
women have no very high opinion of
the Christiuns. The Moslem women
are chaste, and their homes are sacred.
Polygamy is rarely practiced, and
when it s it Is far superior to prostitu-
tion and adultery. "The Moslem wom-
en say: “We have a legal and limited
polygamy; with you it is illicit and pro-
miscuous.”  Madame Loyson found

Tom Light, L

ness everywhere., The youths were
as shy and chaste as maldens; there
were not two codes of morals, one for
men and oune for women; and flirtation
was absolutely unknown, Madame
Loyson still believes in Christian civil-
fzation “as it should be,” bhut as mat-
ters stand she denies that Christian na-
tions can claim moral superiority over
the Moslem world.

DECEITFULNESS OIF RICHES.
Almost at the same time, Archbishop
Temple was holding forth at the
Church Congress on the deceltfulness
of riches. lle doesn't propose to un-
Joad either. At least he doesn't malke
any sign. What he does is this: he
tells us that ‘‘genuine self-denying
Cliristinns” seldom fall into poverty
and trouble. Very likely. There aren't
many of them to fall inte it.

EXPURGATION OF
BOOKS.

The other evening the Westminster
Gazette published a statement, summa-
rized from the Ausiralian Review of
Reviews, concerning the expurgation
of school hooks in Victoria, in which it
was stated that “even the name of
Christ was blotted out as an evilthing,”
and that classic pleces of literature by
Burns, Longfellow, and other writers,
were mutilated in this way to fit them
for the palate of the Victorian children.
The next evening the Westminster pub-
lished a correction by a correspondent,
who put the case as follows: “Before
the schools were taken over by the
State, religion was hardly taught in
them, although the clergy had all their
own way. The late Minister of Instruc-
tion, Dr. Pierson, believed firmly in the
religious education of children, but the
difficulties were very great in compul-
sory education for all denominations;
and he did not approve of a master
teaching what he probably disbelieved
himself. The denominations could not
agree as to the form of religion to be
taught. Dr. DPlerson then gave the cler-
gy of different denominations the right
1o teach so many hours in the schools,
But very few availed themselves of the
“privilege.”

SCHOOL

. léhe Philosophy of Splrit, and’ the
-Spirit-World.” By Hudson ttle. A

| most ‘able and interesting presentation

of a most Important sutject. Hvery

"1 Spiritualist and every inquirer into the.

-proofs and philosophy ‘of. Spiritualism
should have this excellent book. Cloth,

:$1. “For sale at this office,

 eArcams of Nature; or the History
‘and Laws of Oreation.” By -Hudson
‘Tuttle. A well-known and most pro-
‘fouud treatlse. Cloth, $1. For sale at

malterial devotion and domestic happi-.

From ToWarlds,
England,

IMPORTANYT  STATIMENTS
THE I'OX SISTERS.

Sometime ago we printed an article
re the Fox slsters, with especial refer-
ence to Kate (Mrs, Jencken), and made
certain statements therein with regard
to the recantation of a confession which
it was sald she made some little time
before lher decease. e statements
therein made were noted, and a desire
expressed in Light to get at the bottom
of the unfortunate business. Although
our statements were made on the au-
thority of a gentleman who assured us
he had been present-at the meeting in
Boston at which Kate had appeared,
we were not Jn the position to produce
documentary evidence, and in conse-
quence we addressed a letter of in-
quiry to our friend, Fudge Dailey, of
Brooklyn, N. W., who, we thought,
would Dbe likely to know the facts, or
be able to get them for us. In the
course of a kindly letter in reply, Mr.
Dailey says:

My Dear Friend Wallis:—With refer-
ence to the Irox sisters,I knew them all,
and wish they had Leen all as good as
Leal, who was a true woman, and for-
tunately fell under the influence of,
and married, & noble manp, and whose
testimony has been given to the world
from her own hand. Nothing that has
been done, or ever will be done, will
fmpair Its force or integrity. You
know that these young girls, IKate and
Margarvet, weve sensitives—were simply
little children. The people had not the
wisdom in those days that many of
them lhave now, and did vot know how
easily they could be beset by tempta-
tions.

THEY WERE FEASTED

and made to drink wines, and were vis-
fted by a large wpumber of persons.
Traveled around the country, and the
result was, they, like other human be-
ings under siwilay circumstances,
formed bad habits, and became pov-
erty siricken us soon as the new re-
ligion and strange manifestations be-
came unpopular, and were assailed by
the churches,

MARGARET.

However, it i3 not a fact that Mar-
gavet had anything to do with the aets
of Kate, and never made any recanta-
tion, as I wmn informed, and Kate said
thut she never did, but she did this:
she made an engagement with a trav-
eling company somte years Dbefore ler
death, to go around the country, and
the company was advertised 10 make
an expose of Spiritualisn.

KATIE WAS TO GO

upon the platform and show how she
pevformed the alleged tricks,  She says
that her agrecement was that she should
o upon the platform for such manifes-
tations as came, but that she would
neither say one thing nor the other, and
that the manager could say what he
pleased,  In order to get this as nearly
correct as possible, I saw Mr, La IFu-
mee, in whose “lot” both of these sis-
ters, Margarel and Kate, are buried,
and asked him to give me a statement
of what Kate said to him regarding the
matter, and here is his letter to me:

MADIE NO PUBLIC STATEMEN'T.

Hon. A. H. Dalley.-—Dear Sir:—In
answer (o your question relative to
Margaret IFox Kane, as to her engage-
ment with o traveling company sowe
years ago to go on the_stage and have
the raps produced that might be heard
by ihe audience, it had been reported
that she had publicly denounced the
fdea that spirits had anything to do
with the sounds that were heard, and
that she produced them with her toes.
Sometime after her return, she came to
our house, and remained over night,
During this visit, 1 asked her about this
report. She stated that it was not true,
She had made no public statement on
the stage.

WHEN THE PARTY CAME TO HER,

offering to engage her and pay her a
good price, and, as she necded money,
she accepted, on conditions that she
should have nothing to say, but to come
out when called upon, and the manager
might say what he pleased when intro-
ducing her.

SHE SAID THE RAPS WERE MADE

very loudly at times, and some of them
on the opposite side of the stage from
where she stood, and when she came off
the stage, the manager would find
fault with her for allowing the sounds
to be made so far from her. She an-
swered that she had nothing to do with
that, the sounds came where they
pleased.

YOU KNOW THAT MARGARET
passed away in the house of Mrs, Em-
ily Ruggles, and her remains, with
those of Katie, her sister. were in the
vault in Greenmwood Cemetery for sev-
eral months, and the Fox Memorial So-
clety endeavored to ralse money to pay
their indebtedness, and buy a burial lot.
But after making some endeavors in
New York and Brocklyn., 1 tinally of-
fored them a grave, which was ae-
cepted, in my lot at Cypress Hills Cena-
ctery, in Section No. 3, Contemplation
I'ath, Lot No. 335. This was done
about three years ago, and nothing
more his been done since, It is hoped
that some sort of a stone will be placed
al the head of the graves some tie.

Yours truly. J. LA FUMEE,

333 Quincy St, Brooklyn, N, Y., Sep-

tember 19, 1897.

In closing, I will say that if I can
gather any further information in re-
gard to this matter, I will communi-
cate it to you, but I remember myself
at the time of hearing that the raps
produced at the time Kate was on the
platform giving this alleged exposure,
were heard in various parts -of the
room, and confounded and dumbfound-
ed the audience and investigators, and I
know that she afterward denied that
she had ever recanted or taken back a
word that she had ever said in regard
to the genuineness of the manifesta-
tions that had come through her aund
the IFox family generally .

A. H. DAILEY.

London,

RE

CHINA TO BE CHRISTIANIZED.

The American Missionary Associa-
tion, in session at Minneapolis, made
the startling announcement that in the
last three years it had made 500 con-
versions in China. - i

The population of China is placed at
415,000,000. Five hundred conversions
in three years, and the evangelizing
work continued at the same rapid rate
for 249,000,000 years, and China will be
a Christian country, provided none
shall relapse.

ARBITRATION.
Ex-President Cleveland, by special
request, discoursed on international ar-
Bitration at Princeton University, on

the occasion of the 151st anniversary
of that institution a few days ago. All
the literary Institutions of the ‘country

arbitration of national disputes shall be

the law of the world. Wa_r has lheld

-gway long epough, o LT

(THE WORL

should keep this question alive wuntil|)

SERIES ONE AND Ty\?‘c';. L
BY LILIAN WHITING. -

o—r—

Two cholco volumes, each complete fu ftself, 1
;v‘l‘xllacyh 5};1{(1)!:1&1&)« I&rolateddt% u\'el; day life tn s'uog
ko the )
oS oy fo ik oulcc.wor] caut{ful, Euch ¢1.00,

THE STORY OF A SUMMER,
BY LILTAN WHITING,

Pervaded with pure and beautiful spirituaiity of
thought, Instructive aud helpful to all who love and
seek the bigher and finer ways of splritual experjence.
Price, $1.00. For sale at this office,

1, Critical Review of Rev. Dr. P. E. Kipp's Sunday
nlgm Sermons sgalust Spiritualism.  Price 15 cents,
. Hedl,— A erftfeal review of Rev. Dr. P E, Kipp's
sermon upon *“What 16 Heli?” Price 10 Cts, -
8, How tolive & century and grow old gracefully,
Price 25 cts.

4. Immortelity and our cmployments hercafter,
withwhat o hundred eplrits, good and
thelrdweilipg places.  Cloth §1.00; puper 80 cts; posts
agelicts.

8. Maglc.--One of the serjes of loctures dellvered
by Dr. Peebles before the medical class of the College
of Sclonce Ju Sun Fruucisco. Price 10 cta.

6. .Bocrs of the Ages.—Auclent, Medieval and Mod.
ern Spirftualism.  This volume, nearly 400 pages,
traoes the phenomens of 8pirftuslisiu downto Christ'y
time. Prico$2.00; postage 12 cts.

7. Bpirfrual Harp. A collection of vocs) music for
the cholr, congregation and soclal ¢ireles, Cloth $2.003
fullﬁllt §3.00; 8lx coples §10.00; 12 copies #19.00; post
age 14 cts.

8. SpirftuaMem defined and defendcd. Belng an
futroductory leeture delivered fnthe temperance hall,
Melbourne, Australla. Price 10 cts.

9. The Soul, and its pro-existent state. Yrice 10e,

10, Ingersollisin or Chrlstizulty—\Which? Price 150

1. The third Souruﬁf' sround Lhe world—Studying
nations, races and thelr yellgions, in seureh of truth,
neerly ready for the press —over 500 pages. Price $1.98,

Fursale at this office,

NEW EDITION,

THE LYCEUM GUIDE

Do you want to organize a soolety, for the
sosial, intellectul and spiritual advances
went of the children and adultsy

THE PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM

Jurnishes all you dosire,

Do vou want 8 sclf-sustaining soclety, founded onm
the basfc principles of the wpiriinal uilosophy ?
You have it in THE PROGRESSIVE l':YUEUM.

It furnishes 8 sysiem of evolullun by luterna}
growih; not the old cupund piteler Sunday-school,

It hes somethlng (o futerest und sdvance ey ery mem-
ber, and those who are most active in teuchfug are
the ones who learu most.

NO SPECIAL INSTRUCTOR REQUIRED,

THE LYCEUM GUIDE gives every detall needed
for effeciive organization, and for conducting the
soclety when estublshied,

It has Gulden Chadn Recitaifons; the pretuest songs
and musxic; chopat responses; o service for 8 Band
of Mercy; csttsthenies; how to make the Ladyes,
flags and banuers; marching exerclses; full fn:
structions In conducting the exerclses, with par-
lismentary rutes, ete,

Many Spiritualists dving o tsolation, huve formed
Iyceums ip thelr own famllies; others have banded,
two or three familes together, while large 8 eiction
huve orgunize:d on the lyceom platform, and tuund
great fnterest {n this self-Instruciive method.

Do 1ot wult tor s misslonsry™ W colle 10 your as-
shrtanee, hut talge hold ot the matter yourself, pro-
cure coples of the GUIDE, and commence with the
few or muny you find Interested,

Mrs. Kinms Kood Tuttle (address, Berlin Helights,
Ohlo) will answer ull questions pertajulog to ly-
ecum work.

The price of THE LYCEUM GUIDE {& 50 cents, posts
puld, or by the dozen, 40 vents cach, by express,
charges pald by recelver. Address

HUDSON TUTTLE,

BERLIN HEIGHTS, O.

T

THE PSYGHOGRAPH

—OR—

DIAL PLANCHETTE.

This instrument {s substantially the same as that
employed by Prof. Hare In his early investipzati_ns.
1n {ts hnproved form it has been before the publie for
more than seven years, and {n the hands of thoneands
of persons hse proved it superiority over the I'lan-
chette, and all other Imsiruments which have been
brought out in imitation, both In regard to certnlnty
and correctness of the communications received by
{ts aid, and Az & means or cevelopiug medfumeship.

Do you wish to investigate Spiritualism?

Do you wish to develop Mediumship?

Do you desire to receive Commundications?

The Psychograph 1s an lovaluable asslstant.
pamphict with full dircctions for the
Formation of Circles and Cultivation
of Mediumship

with every [nstrument. Many who were Tot gware of
thelr medlumistie gift, Jmve, 8fter & fow <idtings,
been able to recelve delightful niesssges  a volume
might be filled with commendatory 'eoters,  Many
who began with ft as an amusing <y, found that the
intelligence controlltug {t kuew more then them-
scives, and became conyerts to Spirftustism,

Capt. 1), B, Edwards, Orfent, N, Y., writes: ] bad
communleations by the Peychography  from many
other friends, even from old retticrs whoee grave-
stonesare moss-grown in the old yard. 7They have
been bighly sathsfactury, sand proved to e thst Spir
ftualism I8 {ndeed true, und the commurlcativns heve
given my heart the greatest comfurt In the severest
losk | have hiad of son, duughter, end thelr mother™

Dr. Engence Croweil, whose writiugs bave made his
name famillar to those interested in psyehic matters,
writesas follows: “1 am much pleased With the Pry-
chograph. 1t is very simple fa prinetple and construc-
tlon, and I am sure ipust be far More sensltive t¢ spir-
itusl power than the onc uow in use. 1 belfeve Jt will
Rgenerally supersede the latter when 1ts superior
merits become knowp.”

Securety packed, and sent postage paid frvm
the manufacturer, for $1,00, Address:

HUDSON TUTTLE,

Berlin Heights, Ohio,

Philosophy of Phenomena,

BY GEO, M. RAMSEY, M. D.,
Author of *Cosmology."”
IN TWO PARTS.
I. METAPHYSICAL PHENOMENA,
[, PHYSICAL PHENOMENA,
CONTENTS.

PART 1.-METAPHYSICAL PHENOMEYA.
Chap. 1. Phtlorophy of Phenontena: 2, Metaphysical
Pbilosophy: 3, Heat: 4, Functlonal Phenomena; 5,
Man; 6 Objective and Subjective Phenomena; 7,
““Who by sesrehing can find God 2° 8§, Hyperbole Met-
aphysical: 4, To the Unknown God, Whom ye Iguor-
antly Worhip;” 10, **The Father {s greaterthan I;”
11, True and Spurlous Gods; 12, “1 am the Resurrec-
ton and the Life;" 13, An Imeginary God and some
of His Exploits: 14, “Ho 18 Free whom the Truth
hath made free;™ 15, All Animates Originate from
Eggs: 16, Trance Phenomenon; 17, Phitosophy of
Henling: 18, WorshIpof Delty; 19, Senke and Nonernse
Intermixed: 20, Plurality and Tri-unity of God; 2,
Vagaries; 22, Mirapprehcosion; 23, What s Sin? 24,
Suns. Planeteand Satellites of the Unjverse: 25, Be-
%nnlng without Ending: 23 Derlgn or Accldent,
hich? 27, Chance versus Law; 28, Summary.

PART 1I,—PHYSICAL PHENOMENA,
Chap. 2, Nebulwe: 30, Alr Pressure and Alr Motion
‘as 8 Motor; 81, Alr and Orbftal Motiome: 82, Water
Made toRun up HilY; 83 Philoraphy of CRnyons, When
and How Formed; 8¢, Glacia) Phenomenas 23, Moons

A

The Colored Man.
{cal Phenomens, ad {nfinitum.
tinctly teree, yet popular. The styic of the autlior

thought, Tbe book §s & remarkable one fn cvery ae-
;mct.. Being compact with thought itself, it wiil not
all to compel thought lu others.

12mo, pp. 208, Price $1.00. For sale a1 this office. B

Just1be dbook for those seeking informntion cope’

gerning that most dsmnsble fnsiftution known in
untgg—the Romsn Qatholic -Injulsitien, Ev

: Amerlean citizen shonld become acquainted with the

facte sosuccinetly stated in this valnable vecord.. It

For caleat this-office. Price 25 conts.

AFTER HER DEATH, -

WORKS OF J, M, PEEBLES

evil, say of

and thelr Motlons; 36, Ethnological Phenomone; 83,

The topics treated recelve n handllog that Jedle. - -

throughout s epigrammatic—compact with clear - .

With s steel piate purtrait of theauthior. Cloth,® =

HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION

Bhows the mnethods nsed by the Romlsh Church toexs -
terminate ‘those who -reject ts bellefs and claims,

g%

APPENDIX ~Probiems: Physleal and Metaphye- .-
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' This department is under the management of
HUDSON TUTTLE.

* {Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.
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. NOTICE.—No attention will be given anonymous et~

- ters. Tull name and address must be given, or the letters
will not be read. If the request be made, the name will
hot be published. The correspondence of this depart-
ﬁent has become excessively large, especially letters of
quiry requesting private answers, and while I freely

of correspondence is expected,

1 E.G: Q. (1) Who were the Phocpicians? - _
(%) Were the Jews a branch? » R
(3) Has not Catholicism brought down many of the

ideas and customs of the ancient pagan religions?

(4) Is not Christianity passing through a similar ‘pro-
“cess of change at present, adapting itself to the change of
R thought founded on the seientific methods? SRR

v A, Little is known of the mighty empire of the Phoe-
¥ nicians which at one time led in civilization, Tyre and

L Sidon were the last remains of its glory. The;,' were Se-

miti¢, like the Hebreyws, and hence traders. They held
‘the commetee of their fime. - Yet mighty as was their
civilization and influential in shaping the destinies of the
empires which followed, their literature, whatever it was,
became merged into ihat of the nations which followed

_and their religion which was phallic, nature worship, and

the generative principles, appears even in the purest

‘Chiristign worship.

{7 (2) The Jews were Semitic, as were the Arabs. When

T a8 4 “shepherd tribe,” they invaded Egypt, their condi-

R

IR

At

They were a horde of skin-clad robbers, whose only
. wealth was in their herds. They came from the desert
" without recorded lineage, and from whatever family stock
" {5 absolutely unknown, and apparently impossible, to de-
. termine. _ .
“-.7 (8) Catholicism under different names, absorbed all
. “the chief observances, rites and customs of the pagan
world.
"~ . (4) The leaders of Chuistianity are making desperate
* efforts to keep abreast of the spirit of the age. With
devious turnings and twistings, with surgings ahead, and
. masterly retreais; with brave acceptance of the interpre-
- talions of science, and redhot denunciations of its conclu-
- sions; reception of the higher criticism, and goings back
-"* to literal acceptance of the word as inepired, word and
“letter; rampant skepticism, and fierce heresy contests,
~what is called Christianity of to-day is as different from
that of one hundred years ngo, as an educated man s
" from a savage. The reverence for the priest is gone; the
* ' ““ganctity of the cloth” has disappeared; the dogmas on
“the belief in which cternal salvation was taught to de-
- pend have fled in shame to the uttermost hounds; the
*Eres of hell have been extinguished; the Devil has passed
- like the mounster of a dream, the tyrant fancy placed on
- the throne of the universe has vanished like a fog bank in
~ the rays of the sun, yet Christianity claims to be un-
. changed, ever the same, and presents itself to the world
_ for recognition, as the one only cternal system. 1t adds
.. to, and eliminates the demands, of each passing genera-
- tion, being truly “all things to-all men” Tt has con-
" stantly fought to the death every new thought until that
~* thought had won its way 1o popular acceptance, and then
" “claimed it as its own. Yet the clergy stand in their pul-
¢ pits and preach the old doctrines knowing them to be
false, and the laity listen, with an incredulous smile, pre-
‘tending to believe. It is a preliy game of mutual de-
* ception, Tt was said in the later days of the old pagan
"+ yeligion of Rome, that it was surprismg how two augurs
: ~(priests) could look each other in the fuce’without Jaugh-
;" ing. It is yet more astonishing how iwo Christian min-
.7 isters can meet without laughing each other in the face!
- Christianity is passing through a change, but the end will
7 not be the grafling of the scientific methods unto its
- gtem. The existence of the Christian religion depends on
' man’s ignorance of science, and when knowledge comes
~this religion of fear disappears.

5 =

“Mother?” Q. I have a little girl, very nervous and

. . fearful of the dark. We have tried almost every means
.7 0 overcome her excitable temper. Can you recommend
any method? o
A. Children with highly wrought imaginations often
" jmstake their fancies for realities, and the creations thus
" brought before them frighten them. When in their beds
¢ “they think of strange beings, and these come before them,
" and are mistaken for living beings. Especially is this
-~ frue when their minds have been filled with horrible sto-
“ries, of hell and the Devil, rooled as these are in ages of
hercdity. To illustrate, take the instance of a little girl
who was left alone with her nurse one evening, and being
" wakeful annoyed her guardian.
“Yerd better git ter sleep, quick,” commanded the
nurse.
“T don’t want to,” replicd the child.
“Yer don’t! Den I'se gwine out an’ call in de black
. Dcbbil, wid big sharp horns an’ a Jong tail. When he
. finds yer awake, he'll bite yer head right off, er maybe
carry yer off {o de hot place. Nothin' could suit him
*Yetter. He cotched a little gal jest t'other day, an’ no-
" body haint heard ob her sence.”
The child covered her head with a counterpane, scarce-
1y daring io breathe; she was so stlll the nurse thought
she slept. Her wakefulness presagan a fever, which was
- heightened by her fright, and the n{ ruing found her de-

"~ lirious. The end rapidly approachect and in a paroxysm

* " of fear, calling on her dear mamma #nd papa to hold her

" fast and not let her be carried away, she died. A glory
came to her pale face, with the sweetness of a flower, re-
pleted by her departing spirit after it had met the angels
and knew ihe real, but the stricken ones could not look
through the mists of their tears, nor find a solace for
their broken hearts.

Mankind has been treated like the child, but it has sur-
vived to outgrow its age of terrors.  Our ancestors were
credulous as children, and believed the voice of the priest
to be the voice of God. If they did not believe and act
as the priest commanded, they were threatened with the
Devil, a monster roaming up and down the earth, seeking
whom he might devour; and a hell of molten fire, wherein

. sinners burned forever. They were frightened into a de-
lirium which began in the age of Constantine the Great,
and lasted without intermission until late in the seven-

* teenth century. The fever from the Devil scare lasted

fifteen hundred vears, during which humanity from ils
bed of torture cried for the pure waters of truth and re-

.- ceived at the hands of priests narcotizing draughts dis-

. tilled from the dead past. ’
. @ive your child pleasant ideas to shape her fancies.
" Tell her of the good and lovely angels who watch over
.- her. :Show her pleasant pictures, and allow no domestic
! :or nurse to distort her imagination. T
: " B : |
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. Hve»:is afool who cannot be angry; but he 15 & wise man’
who will not.—0ld Proverb. R
‘Yecome monotonous.—Ruskin. _ S
&7 It is = great sin to sivear unto a sin, but greater sin-to
- igeggsinful oath.—Shakgpeare. .. -~ .. Lo
. ‘, ":-~_‘_,: - ',:. 7 SO s

sJEWN ciuiet reigned throu

Ei ‘e whatever information I am able, the ordinary court- | -
“eBy

HUDSON TULTLE

" fion was exactly like that of the Bedonins of the present,

- Tt we try to obtain perpetual change, change itself will |

gh the little town R
While the church bells tolled for Deacon' Brown,
And the church was filled, all the space within, ’
With neighbors and friends, and many kin;
And the parson rose with stately mien,
And gazed around on the solemn scene,
- And told how the chureh eould never find
Another saint with more saintly mind;
Tor the Deacon’s wealth was offen given-
That ginners might learn the way to heaven.
He walked in the road his parvents trod
And tried to mark out the way to God;
He went to church on the Lord’s own day,
And in his family oft did pray;
-He was a bright and shining light
- 'Who never feared to do the right.

"~ But {here were those in that little fown =
‘Who knew yet more of Deacon Brown:
hey pew his love of church and creed
ever surpassed his worldly greed. = . -
He gave the church of wea{th be had made, _
And tool it back in his next sharp trade;
And turned the needy from his gate, .. -
And pinched and serimped early and late,
And when an erring mortal fell, e
He was always swift the tale to tell; [P
“And charity for human kind o
Was something the Deacon couldn’t find.

But the parson {old theni how, afar,
Beyond the realm of sun-and star,
In o wondrous world of bliss untold,
Where gates are pearls and sireets of gold,
The Deacon lad joined the blood-washed throng
And lifted his voice in holy song. :
But little knew he of a realn ofgbliss,
. For the truth is plain and it is this:
The Deacon’s sonl was so mean and small,
That it did not leave this world at all} .
ASTRA.

1.1.1.1
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YO'S BEN A GOOD OLE MUDDEH.

Hold heah, my deah ole honey, whut mekes yo’ han’
so col’? 2

1 guess youse gittin’ feeble now, erlong wid gittin’ ole;

Youse ben a deah ole padnah, and’ I hate ter hab yer go,

But I know de Lawd will take yo’ up ter hebben, an’ I
know

De angels all will welcum dat ar blessed soul ob yourn,

While yo' padnah, bowed in sorrer, will be left ter weep
an’ mourn.

Youse stuck ter me, my honey, throo de thick an’ throo

An’ I (tli;at? ll?e’lieb yo’ conshens hit hez ebber knowed a

NerI (f(l)g;x belieh er woman, wheddah white er wheddah

Could ]lfl)zlxi:/’ceki)en a hetter muddah to dese chilluns fer er
ac’;

An’ de na},'ba.hs allers knowed yer when dey wanted er
good frien’,

Fer dey knowed when yer hed plenty yer wuz willin’ fer
ter len’, .

But yo' eyes hab los’ der lustah an’ yo' bones am stickin’
throo

An’ dars no mo’ laboh "roun’ heah fer dem han’s ob yourn
ter do;

But I specks’ youse mouty {ickled fer ter lay yo’ body
down,

When hils got so weak an’ {ot{’ry frum de foe-tip to de
crown, ; .

An’ T know dat ole Saint Petlah will jist fling dat do’ clar
back,

Ar’ de angels dey’ll invite yer fer ter take de seat yer lak.

Ay’ dey’ll hang er ’roun’ yo’ sperit lak de bees er ’roun’
de queen,

Kase youse ben de bestest muddah dat de angels ebber
seen;

An’ de Sabyah will be waitin’ wid de book ob jedgment
dar,

Ar’ he'll fasten Lo yo’ fo'head a bright an’ shinin’ star,

An’ he'll sefe yer on er cushion whar yo’ hones’ll not go
throo.

Kase youse ben so good er muddah, an’ a naybah kin’ an’
true. DR. T. WILKINS,

-4
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THE APPEAL OF A FALLEN SISTER.

Tell me, am I not thy sister?
Is not this a Christian land?

Where 15, then, the heart to pity,
Where, oh, where, the helping hand?

All can frown, but none can succor;
All can words of coldness say;

They who frown are sinners also—
I but sinned another way.

Gladly would I cease from sinning,
Gladly bear the shame and smart,

Open but one friendly dwelling,
Open but one loving heart.

Ye, who all profess to follow
Tn the steps of Christ alone,
Why are ye the first to “wonder,”
Why the first to cast the stone?
Wretched as we are, and fellen
From the heights of virtue down,
God himself can look upon us,
Jesus pities—Christians frown.

Once I had a tender father,
And a happy mother smiled;
There was sunshine in our dwelling,
Heart’s own sunshine round the child,
Death first cast his dreary shadow,
Then the shade of Famine came;
Then the dark seducer entered—
Then the struggle-—then the shame]

Ab! for us there’s no returning,
No repentance can atone;

Ruined by the sex called noble,
And abandoned by our own,

Oh! are we the only sinners
Festering below the skies?

Is not he who tempts, a sharer
Of the guill? Yet he can rise.

Think not we are never startled
By the “vaice of God” within;

Virtue lives, though crushed and broken
In that foul pursuit of sin.

None will give us work or suceor;
Honest means are all in vain,

God says, “Go and sin no longer;”
Man says, “Go and sin again!”

Father of the faithful daughter,
Brother of the sister dear,
Think, but for the grace of heaven,
Those you love may wander here.
You have other fallen sisters,
“Charity at home begins;” - _—
Strive to save their souls from error, P
Hide a multifvde of sims. - . -~ -« .
-Gladly would I cease from sinning,
Gladly bear the shame and smart; - -
... Open:but one friendly dwelling, . .
...Open but one loving heart. N
. LFrom Anniy
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 Who give a trifle meanly

| manity, Every effort is put forth from

1 those efforts are o] vppose%ggl sectarian
b

‘| violation of that principle {s sin against

‘1 nized in the constitutional guarantee of

1-Report of Rescue Somety, London !
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CAUBE AND CURE.

" "A friend in Crete,’Nebiiska, who has
been reading “Pen Iflashiés- from Ohlo,”
in 'The Progressive fhinker, writes me
as follows: “The re¥orms sought by all
the religious and pdliticat’reformers of
the present day fall:far short of meet-
ing the necessities of ouit‘common hu-

a wrong basis—the selfish basis of sowe
sectarfdn orparty political idea. Hence

and political parties on sides of
lite, and stupendoyg fallwe has been
the result for centuyles, and will con-
tinue that result until the effort is made
from the right basls. You inquire what
is the right basis? It is the idea that
God aud humanity are one.. That ig, a
human beiug is a center between the
material and ethereal worlds, in whoin
all the essences and elements of the
two worlds unjte. God being the prin-
ciple of “Justice {n the universe, any

God. In the formatioh of our govern-
ment the prineiple of justice is recog-

“aqual privileges to. all, apd special
privileges to none.  Now, when we be-
hold the statute laws and court decis-
fons that knock this'fundamental con-
stitutional law all into “pi,” it i8 no
trick whatever to see 'where the wrong
les. These laws apd decisions breed
antagonism in the bodypolitic, by which
the interegt of clagses feed upon the
interest of the masses, enriching the
few and impoverishing the many.”

This was written two years ago, and
{s more applicable now than then. The
remedy resides with.the people. Let
them apply it.

SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED,

The Christian . clergy are slgwly
“catching on, as it were, to spiritual
things, of which St.- Paul told them
1800 years ago he ‘would not have
them ignorant” Nevi George Thomes
Dowling, rector of Trinity -church, To-
fedo, Ohlo, (at Pmanuel Eplscopnl
church, Cleveland, October 1,) amoug
other things, said: “One of the funda-
‘mental assumptions of modern ynbelief
is, that we can only know that which
we can gee or touch, or actually demon-
strate.....The deepest truths in life,
my friends, are not such as can be
proved with mathematical precision;
they are felt.....Our spiritual bellefs
rest primarily on af Inward sense, a
consciousness,. .. .There was wisdom in
the old term which designated the
proplets as seers; for spiritual trut
are primarily diseerped, not reasonc
out.” ‘There is notlitng sald bere of
the redeemer’s blood “which cleanseth
from all sin," ete. . Sudll sermons us
these;directed against the unbellef, so
positive and unyielding, particularly In
“cliureh eireles,” Inpegard to the great
spiritual phenomena of- the present
century, is an encouppging sign of progz-
ress in that conservative ojd institution,
the orthodox churchy Imthe language
of one of thelr old gongs,of fifty years
ago, I say: “Fightyan, fight on, we're
galnjug ground!  Glory.hallelujah!!”
The true religion of ithe present and the
future ean be “dempustrated.”

SPIRIT PHUNOMENA.

A Methodist campmeeting, at Don-
aldson, Georgla,  whas eeetrified one
Sunday recently, bgpuithetscapers of a
chair. Rev. Robert Kerr hdd just arlsen
to begin his sermon, when the chalr
upon which he had been sitting arose to
a height above thoe heads of those pres-
ent and moved sowly around in zigzag
fashion, finally returalng to its place.
The preacher paused in his remarks to
witness the curlous sight. One of the
pillars of the church, E. C. Mosely,
arose and declared with much unctlon
that this was one of the signs foretold
which i{ndicated the coming of judg-
pent. Now they will have a big reviv-
al in that church and many souls will
be “saved.” “God moves In a myste-
rious way his wonders to perform.”

PURSUED BY SATAN.

John Kichenberger, Clark avenue
cobbler, says the Cleveland Plain Deal-
er, imagines that he ip pursued by Sa-
tan, and nearly every day he has per-
gsonal combats with the prince of evil.
He uses pigeon's blood as a charm to
ald him In finding gold, of which he be-
leves there is a large quantity con-
cealed some where about his premnises.
His strange antics are said tobea great
annoyance to his peighbors. Now Iif
this r man had never attended
churoh and never read the Bible de-
scriptions of the Devil, he would prob-
ably never have been troubled by lis
satanic majesly. Christianity s re-
sponsible for a great deal of trouble In
this world. This man may be obsesseqd;
who knowe?

MAUDLIN CURIOSITY.

At the electrocution of a murderer,
which occurred at the Obhio State pris-
on, Beptember 8, twe hundred persons
obtained admittance. Fully one hun-
dred and fifty were turned away, says
a news ltem. A noted dramatist, writ-
ing of a similar occasion, says:

“It I8 a spectacle that fills my heart

With tc]error for mankind—not for my-
self.

Unbappy country! land of monks gnd
martyrs! * * &

Yet gaze without a shudder! there,
young malds,

Who would have shricked to eee a
spider crawl, °

Are met to see a fellow-creature burn!

And r1'315 you call religion! but your

Your fn.lth' doth tell you otherwige;

For He who taught you, taught you
mercy, too. f- s

But one day heaven will vindicate it-
If. oo

sel

The bleod of milllonsthat has drenched
your earth ot

In a red cloud, doth-gther round His

throne,

Charged with the lighinings of eternal
wrath, ¥t

To burst at last upon your guilty
heads.” Lo

\{A.

One thousand styles'and sizes,
For cooking and-heating,
Price from g1oto g70.
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The Apostate; act 4, scene 1.
ABOVE THE LAW,

Rev, Dr. Farrell, pastor of St. John's
(Cathelic) eathedral, Cleveland, devoted
o Suuday sermon to. “The obligation
that {s upon Catholle parents to send
their children to our own schools. The
law Is still in force and as strict as it
over was.” There is a law in Ohlo
which requires parents and guardians
to send their children and wards to the
public schools maintained by the faxes
of the public, The Catholic hierarchy
repudlates this statutory law, and rec-
ommends that their children be edu-
cated solely at Catholie schiools, Chil-
dren so trained cannot be expected to
make good cltizens, because their flrst
alleglance i3 to the Pope of Rome.
;Ll‘hese are facts worthy of considera-

on, .

MYSTERIQUS IIRES,

A number of mysterious fives oc-
curred at the residence of Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Bancroft, Chagrin IFalls, Ohlo,
Beptember 2. About 8:30 a. m., several
towels and napking which were hang-
ing on the wall in the kitchen were no-
ticed to be burning. A large quantity
of clothing and rags in a closet were
also discovered to be burning about
the same time. 'Phese fires have oc-
curred in daytime, says the report, “A
towel which had been taken from a bu-
reau, was hung in the kitchen, and took
fire before the eyes of good reputable
citizens and was destroyed. The town
generally is thoroughly aroused and ex-
cited over the mysterious occurrences,
which remain unexplained.” At least
fifty fires were discovered at different
times on the first floor of the building.
It would be a plous notion to call upon
some of the learned clergy at Chagyin
Falls, or, perhaps, some of the crazy
Spirftualisty (If any there be) may fur-
nish an explanation. “Science,” so-
called may despalr of unravellng the
mystery.

HEARD FROM HIS WIFE,

Dr. H. C. Hyer, of Cleveland, Ohio,
became & widower by the death of his
wife fourtecen months ago, says the
Press. Now, after a courtship of six
weeks, he marries Miss Cole, & young
lady of Van Wert, Ohio. Nothing
strange about that; but the strange part
comes when the Doctor says that he
had beard from his dead wife through
a medium, and that she had told him
that Miss Cole loved him sincerely. The
dead Mrs. Hyer advised the doctor to
remarry, which he did. Sowme skepticul
people may laugh at the above; but I
have no doubt that there is more trutl
than poetry in the premises; anq, al-
though a stranger to the twain, 1 con-
gratulate the Doctor and his young
bride. Ail's well that ends well, “Still
the holy stream of human happlness
glides on.”

WHEREFORE?

If Spiritualism is the fraud and de-
lusion that some pious hypocrites would
have us believe, why the necessity for
an aunt-Spiritualistie convention, at
Anderson, Ind, I respectfully refer
them to Acts v:38, 89,

MADE INSANE,

Agatha Wilker, a slip of a German
glrl, 17 years old, a recent emligrant, on
her way to Sandusky, Ohlo, was as-
saulted {n Cleveland. Her assailant, a
man, was released on bail. She was de-
tained as a witness, thrown into jail
and kept there forty-two days. Guilty
of no crime except being a stranger In
the “land of the free.” She broke dowu
under that treatment, and ig now in an
ingane asylum. She would have died
in jafl had it not been for the Plaln
Denler’s exposure, directing public at-
tention to the matter. “Missionary
work” flonrishes In Cleveland, and
churches are magnificent and many,

A BAYING REVERSED,

The old orthodox saying, that “fools
rush in where angels fear to tread,”
has been reversed by “I'wo Worlds,”
and now reads, *Angels rush in where
man fears to tread.”” I hope the good
Lord will {ssue a patent on the truth-
ful improvement,

VERY RELIGIOUS.

Rev. Dr. G. F. B. Howard, who was
convicted some time ago at Clarksville,
Teny, and fined $1,200 on twenty-two
cou for using United States mails
for fraundulent purposes, made his es-
cape from the Olio penitentiary, Sep-
tember 14, 1897. He is an Kaglishman,
45 years old, and was convicted as Fred
Georgg Burgoyne. He has many aliases.

gon. Robert T, Lincoln, ex-minister to
ngland, was o witness against him.
[ hope none of the prison officlals con-

nived at his escape. One hundred dol-
lars rewdrd is offered for his capture.
“Preacher, philanturopist, missionary,
forger, confidence man, and convict,” is
the unique description of this religious

hypocrite sent out from the Ohjo peni-
tentiary.

SUNDAY CIDER.

One of the early day problems that
worried the Puritans of New England,
was, “how to prevent cider from work-
{ng on Sunday?” They hit upon a plan;
procured a drug which arrested fer-
mentation, True, It spolled the cider,
80 that it wouldn't thereafter make
even vinegar. But what mattered that
to these goody-good Christian people?
The race is not extinet yet, though
growing smaller by degrees and beau-
tifully less, C. H. MATHEWS,

New Philadelphla, Ohlo.

THE VALLEY OF SILENCE.

Down through the Valley of Silence,
The voicgless Valley of Death,

Into a calm still country,

Where comes no mortal breath,
Beyond all tofl and weeping,

Beyond earth’s darksome night,
Beyond the mists and shadows,

Into the gorlous light.

No weary years of sorrow there,

No storms, for the wind is still;

Night specdeth away, the day is there
Beyond all fear of il

Here in thig Valley of Silence

The Shepherd watches his sheep,
TPolding them close to his bosom,

“He giveth his loved ones sleep.”

Dovwn In this volceless valley,
Where all is undefiled,

There walks the kingly Shepherd,
And by bis side a child.

Before the morning reached the noon,
Before Life’s shadows crept

Upon this pure and sinless soul,

God kissed her and she slept.

She slept, ah, yes, but to awake -
Through peace to light upon his breast,
“Whelxl'e the wicked cease from troub-
ng . L o

And the weary are at rest.”
A little while, and we shall be
In that volceless Valley of Sleep, . .
And a little hand shall lead us on
Where the Shepherd folds his sheep, -,

: —Jean Hooper Page.

prefer thyself above truth.—Venning, .

To maintaln an oplnion because it is
thine, and not bécause it is-true, is to

Nature Cure teaches how to heal
by simple home remedies.

It teaches how Nature curey. ;..

It does not use poisonous (:;5

It does not endorse dangerous experi-
ments with the surgeon’s knife.

It will save mouney in every home,

It is entirely free from techalical
rubbish.

It teaches how typhoid and other
fevers may be cured af once.

It teaches how pneumonia, la-grippe,
diphtheria and other forms of disease
considered dangerous, may be cured

A Remark’able. Doctor -Bo‘ok'v,;

HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED, ENTITLED

THE NATURE CUR

BY PHYSICAL AND MENTAL MBTHODS, lLLUSTRATBD.

A Bridge from the.Old to the New; the Dawn of a New Day iq
Medical Practice, - A Clear, Short-Cut Treatise
on the Cause and Cure of Disease.

E

By MARVIN' E, CONGER, M. D, -
Assisted by ROSA C. CONGER, M. D,

- The light is turned on to objecs -
tionable medical mysteries, latin
preacriptions, dogmatio theories and
dangerous experiments of the present
expensive medical practice, A

Ever Pams has been taken to
make the leading poigts so plain that
all, young and old, may eastly undere
stand. Condensed facts, short, clears -~
cut paragraphs are some of the

. attractive features of THE NATURR .

CURE, . :

o The new and better methods of cure '
ing the sick and preventing disease,
have never been 80 clearly stated in-
plain English for the plain people, as-
in Narung CURE, -

Qur Definition of Medicine.~ -
Any method or remedy that will -
remove, alleviate or modify pain and‘ .
restore the sick to normal condition,’
£s practical medicine, ’ 3

Stripped of mystery and decep~ "
tion, the stiidy and practice of medls,
cine can be carried to success in evc[
intelligent home, NaTurg CURE wiyl
lead the way to certain success,

The best medical practice is the'
one that will cure in the least time -
with the least risk and expense,

Nature 0ur? is a true exponent of -
the practice of medicine aa defined, .
and stands squarely upon truth and:

demonstration, rejecting theorles and -

in twenty-four hours.

1t is, as a medical book for homes,
THE BEST, and is up-to-date in every
particular. @

There is no similar book, no medical,
hygienic or reformatory doctor book
that compares with THE NATURE
Curx,

are endangered.

is finely {lustrated; the mechanjca
and arflst{d work are the very beat,
Bound in fine g}

edges, $2.00; common cloth 81,50,

OR THE SCIENCE OF THE SOUL AND THE STARS.

Finely llustrated With Eight Full-Page Engravings,
BY AN INITIATE IN ESOTERIC MASONRY.

It is claimed that this book is not a mere compilation, but thoroughly
original.

It is believed to contain information upon the most vital points of
Occultism and Theosophy that cannot be obtained elsewhere,
It claims to fully Teveal the most recondite mysteries of man upon every,

guage that a child can almost understand it.

The secret and Occult mysteries of Astrology are revealed and explained
for the first time, it is aflirmed, since the days of Egyptian Hieroglyphics.

An effort is made to show that the Science of the Soul and the Sciencs
of the Stars are the twin mysteries which comprise Tug ONE GRAND ScIENCH
OF LivE.

The following are among the cluims made for the work by its friends:

To the Spiritual investigator this book is indispensable,

To the medium it reveals knowledge beyond all earthly price, and will
prove in real truth ¢‘a guide, philosopher and friend."”

To the Occult it will supply the mystic key for which he has been so
long earnestly seeking, :

To the Astrologer it will become a *‘divine revelation of Science,”

OPINIONS OF PRESS AND PEOPLE.

“‘A noble, philosophical and instructive work.”—Mrs, Emma Hardinge
Britten.

“A work of remarkable ability and interest.”—Dr. J. R. Buchanan.

A remarksbly concise, clear and forcibly interesting work. * * *# It
is more clear and intelligible than any other work on like subjects.”—Mr,
J. J. Morse. :

“A careful reading of TaE LigHT oF Eoypr discovers the beginning of
a new sect in Ocoultism, which will oppose the grafting on Western Occultistd

the subtile delusive dogmas of Karma and Re-incarnation.’’—New York
Times.

ars interested in mystical science and occult forces. But it is written in such
plain and simple style as to be within the easy comprehension * * * of
any cultivated, scholarly reader.”.—The Chicago Dally Inter Ocean.

“However recondite his book, the author certainly presents a theory of
first causes which is well fitted to challenge the thoughtful readers’ attention
and to excite much reflection,”—Hartford Daily Times.

“Considered as sn exposition of Occultism, or the philosophy of the
Orient from a Western standpoint, this is a remarkable production.”—The
Daily Tribune (Salt Lake City). '

“This work, the result of years of research and study, will undoubtedly

create a profound sensation throughout the philosophic world, "—The Detroit
Commercial Advertiser.

It is an Occult work but not a Theosophical one, * * * It is a book

entirely new in its scope and must excite wide attention,”—The Kansas City
Journal. :

Beautifully printed and illustrated on paper manufactured for this
special purpose, with illuminated and extra heavy cloth binding.

Price reduced to Two Dollars. For Sale at This Ofﬂée.

JUST PUBLISHED! :
ATORATIC YT 2 2

[SO-CALLED] WITH OTHER
of Woman Through the Chris-

PSYCHIC 2(:ERIENCES tian Ages, with Reminis-
SARA A. UNDERWOOD, cences :fclf::e Matri-
With Halftone Portrait and Speoi. ’
men Pages of the Writing.

Handsomely bound in Cloth,
Price, $1.50, Postage 100 extra,

AN EXCELLENT WORK,

The Rationale of Mesmerism
BY A. P. SINNETT.
This excellent work treats of the tollowing subjectss

I. Old and New Theories.
Il The Mesmeric Force.

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE

—

formation succinetly and clearly siated In thit
volume of 554 p:
given, falla to cohver an ides of the fulness sod com-
g}ewneu with which the subjects are treated. The
atrisrohate, or Mother-rule, is the theme of the first
chapter, {n which much lore, quaint, queer and curf
ous, 18 brought to view fn clucidation of the subject
This e followed by chapters on (elibacy. Canon Law,
Margnette, Witchcraft, Wives, Polygamy, Woman and
‘Waork, The Church of To<dsy, Past, Present, Fnturez‘
and there fsnot s chapter {n the book that 1a not -
handied {n s mesterly manner, and that for

». Ulalrvoyance, - - " BY LOIS WAISBROOKER.
‘IX, Mesmeric Practice. - ' o
adverties e el pmable Furk I, AN Yook

“This 18 one of the suthor's most Tseful snd in

.. -} mak sad wom Price, 30 cen!
| i oma: e 5 s For bt

- For sale at this office,

experiments wherever health and life-
@ The bozr containg 375 pages, an

nglish cloth, marble.

plane of his existence, both here and hereafter, in such plain, simple lan.

It is a volume likely to attract wide attention from that class of schol-

HE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE INs .

uantt :
and quality of information, is not worth the full prlg" .
of the volume. It is packed with knowledge well-- .
nrrnn%gd, and {ntensely interesting from beginning ts -
' rnd. No one csu possibly regret buyingit; it is a val-

B e ot S35 g e e
IV.” Sidelights of Meamerls L
% cunte e, (THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE,
VL“_'Axgié.sthetiq»Eﬁ‘ects a.ndB.lg-' | = OR — B FE’
VIL ] Ni;,ture of Sensitiveness THREE- FOLD PO WEB’ OF BEX‘
VIIL Clairvoyance. T

structive books. This work should be resd by every -

For Sale at The Progressive Thinker Office, 40 Loomis 8t., Chicagos

“THE LIGHT OF EGYPT,”

.-
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ages is smazing. The title, as abova  °
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