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The Progressive Thinker Joins in the Gelebration of the Forty-Ninth

THE CHURCH OF THE SOUL DULY
CELEBRATES T1{E FORTY-NIN'TH

AXNNLVERSARY OF  MODERN
BPIRFTUALISM, AXND MANY

THOUGHTS ARLE GIVEN WHICH
LEAD THE MIND TO A HIGHER
AND GRANDER PLANE--A LEC-

TURE GIVEN BY MRS, CORA L. V.

RICHMOND,

INVOCATION,

Infinlte Spirit, life of all light; Infipite
Soul, supreme and eterval, at the altar
of truth we praise Thee, Within the
charmed silence that abides with thee
thy children bead, yet ever mindful that
the upiverse of physical Hlfe is vocal
with rejoleing; that springtime brings
its ever recurrent beautics with bird
and blossom; and sweet sound of winds
apd waters eveyr declare the glad re-
birth, that rebirth that is like unto the
manifestations of the soul, making ever
mere alud more pertect attestation of
the life within and above. So do we
praise in approaching the shrine of na-
ture, that this day and hour upon the
earth, death is set at uvnught and the
message of lifte  stands revealed, re-
vealed (0 those who will receive it, and
ready for those who understund; and
that life itself is but a continuvus
ehange evermore pointing to added and
diviner perfection. May all who sor-
row hecause of death remember the
greater Leauty of lfe. May all who
nonrn in the onter world, who have not
knowledge of that which is beyond, find
comfort in ministering presences, and
may sueh as seoff and sneer and do not
understand the great revealment that
15 at their doors, still find comfort in its
presence, for even theugh the light
shineth not into darkened ways of -
man life, the light is there and atfects
the atmosphere, May all who turn to-
ward the light find abundant evidence
to lead them on, and may such as are
in possession of its wondrous truth and
beauty gain added knowledge, so that
trom beight to height there is the af-
testution of the power of the spirit,
May those rejoiec who nave cghguered
death and the fear of death, who have
bridged over the chasn that lies be-
tween them and their Joved ones; may
they know that these are but the step-
ping stones unto that eternal life that
is ever and ever abiding, Amen,

DISCOURSIL

The ever recurreni springtime hwvings
ever recurrent cause for rejoicing, and
although the herulds of the spring are
gearcely here i this northeru latitude
one robin may have declared it; a few
blossoins may have whispered It, and
the winds take on a less sharp and
boreal cdge because of the summer-
fime that Is coming, And you are al-
ways ghud when it appears, 1t is the
tinie for the sowing of the seed, for the
planting of the garden, for the prun-
ing of the frait trees and the vioes, and
e earvth in her turn makes ready for
this glad aeclaim, R

Thls is why we may acelaim concern-
ing Spiritnalisn, No lopger new, yet it
is forever to  Dbe declared; no longer
something to be proven, yet there are
thousauds  and  milllons who do not
Lkuow of il; no longer as i fact possible
of disputation with thos¢e who keep
pace with the faets aud record of facts
of the age and the truth that is in the
workd, still thereareagreatmany on the
border land of that trath; a great many
outside of the range of those facts, and
a great many who refuse to turn thither
even now.  Yet while tlis ever recur-
1ent season of rejoicing must be  at-
tested, must be declared, must be noted,
we st never forget that in the mod-
ern presentation this thewe had its be-
ginning in those small sounds that were
the signal for the voice of the spirit-
world, and those ministrations coming
through childishliips were the anpounce-
ment of a great truth that the world
wias yearning to hear,

We =till have somewhat of another
view to present this night. The old,
true statement will be decared from
hundreds of rostruius today; Httle chil-
dren will have Jearned it and in Ly-
coum and in Sunday-school  you will
know the eaxuse of this rejoicing; flow-
ers and garlands and songs will tell of
it, and the people will know, wlio care
to know, that Spiritualism celebrates
its FForty-ninth Anniversay,

Before another hall century it is quite
likely that there will not I a person in
all the culightened world that will not
know of the existence of Npiritualism,
though possibly there may not he those
who will question it—that is whose in-
telligence and whose daily walk is of
any value apparently to human life;
and within another half century there
may bhe «ditices, schoals, institutions,
neans of experimenting and  ipvesti-
wition added to what isx already kuown.
Al this is possible, but it {s just as true
that Decause  Spiritualism has  an-
nouneed thus much  coneerning the
spiritnal pature of man and the exist-
enice heyond the grave and the proof of
conununion hetween the two worlds,
that it also opens up otlier tast fields
of inquiry and one canuot pause there,

Those
WHO HAVELEARNED THE LESSON
de not need to Iearn it over and over
again. Although they enjoy the com-
munion. they appreciate the ministra-
tion, but tbe Kpowledge of a future
life should be so cengraven and en-
grafted on the minds of all Spiritualists
that they necd no added proof at this
hour. Yet it is quite amazing that
whether in public andience, in private
reance; whether spoken from the plat-
form or given on the slate, Spiritualists
as a rule are as anxious to receive—
shall we call it a test? XNo, we will not
insult them if they are as anxious to re-
ceive a test as they seem to be, so we
suppose the secret of their being anx-
fous is to receive a message; vet if it is
marvelous they will turn smilingly to
their next neighbor and say: “Ob,
what n splendid test!” as though they
needed it. ) :

. FORTY OR FORTY-FIVE YEARS
ago they had the clouds riven, acknowl-
edging the spirit communion, the tid-
ings from the realm unseen, and if it
was & fact then they knew it just as

.pwell as they do to-day. The sweetest
inistration does not often come in that

friends would give to friends; but it is
valunble 1o those who have not made
inguiry.

L All these years have wrought another

message and have brought a greater
change, With knowledge concerning
the spirit of wan it opens up, not only
the ancient inquiry, but the inquiry of
all time as to the soul of wan, its state

That light, that knowledge relates to
something more than the immediate
stage of existence beyond the earth.
Let us repeat agaln what we sald but
4 few moments ago: That as it Is much
to know of a future state, it is great to
know that death is abolished, that it
does unot end all, and that there is inter-
communion between the two worlds.

before, its state now, its state Lereafier, LIt makes an eutire change in the etbical

and Spiritualism certainly cannot be a
finality in the presentation of the next
stage of existence only. Albeit, we are
fully aware that that next stage is the
one in which most human beings on the
carth to-day are most interested; that
that next slage is the next step, and if
that is solve@ most of the fear, all of
the doubt, and indeed everything that

ud theological thought of the age. It
changes the past with reference to the
change called death, and with reference
10 the states of the spirit in the here-
after. 1 sets at naught, being proven,
the theortes of theology, that claim that
there can be no knowledge concerning
the future stute, aud that the states of
futurity are final and limited and in one

fact and the soulce from whence it
comes, then he {s baffed. He lays down
his investigation. If he pursues it to a
finality he does what Mr. Crookes and
Mr. Wallace and a score of other sci-
entists have done: accepts the fact and
that which it implies,

And this is the story from the begin-
ning of the manifestptions to the pres-
ent time, that the Spirit-World is not
willing thet the scientific world shall
take possession of this fact in the realm
of phenomena ungccompanied by that
which the fact is here to express. And
sclence does not seek In any other direc-
tion to do this, but it is because of the
Intelligence behind the manifestation
that it batties sclentific inquiry. "Things
will not do the same under apparently

terim philosophy, meaning, however, not
that which is essentially religious.

On the other hand, it is just as true
as any other fact of human history that
periods of religions must appear; that
RELIGIONS HAVE THEIR BIRTH,
have their inspiration and thelr stamp
and their culmination, and then recede
because of the lack of inspivation in
their followers; nnd it is true that these
waves of inspiration and religious truth
are always accompanied, heralded and
followed by manifestations, that the

prophets and seers have gifts of the
spirit; that those who form the culmioa-
tions of religious periods have gifts of
the spirit in greater power, and that

their disciples and followers have gifts
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Anniversary .of Modem Spiritualism. |

clalms entire possession. 8o it is with
the dawning of truth. The first clouds
of glory, the winged messengers that
are at your doors, bring the knowledge
of ¢communion between the two worlds,
those bubes lispingto you the couscious-
ness that tuey have not  died; those
inessengers that interpret to you the
future existence because of the larger
luessage that is to follow.

It 1s not true that there could be any
glory in a spirit message it there were
bo added realm beyond that realm into
which the spirit passes with death, any
more than it could be true that the
morning splendor would be reflected on
the clouds unless the mnorniug were to
follow; and it could not be true that so

any in the world to-day are expectant
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troubles the human race concerning the
immediate future will be cleared away.
But do not hink that humanity is satls-
fied with this,

DOUBTING STAGES.

There are plenty of people in  the
world wlho have never doubted jmmor-
tality; there arve plenty of people in the
world who have passed through their
doubting stages, have heard the teach-
ings it past expressions and are ready
for what Spiritualism implies in  its
larger meaning, for the other open av-
enues that it may lead to, for what-
cver jt heralds, since neither human life
or the next stage beyoud can be a final-
ity, and it is that other thing that Spir-
ituallsm heralds, that larger something,
of which it Is the preparation, that we
are about to speak,

The whole world makes ready

FOR A NEW DISPENSATION

of some sort; religion In its various
demoninational lines is making ready
for it, and there are many distinet
prophets among those who declare the
vew dispensation, the second coming
of Chirist. The computation, mathemat-
ically and theologically, has been made
that that coming is imminent, that it
is now here,

Many periods of time have gone by in
which this prediction was to have been
verified, but it has not been literally, so
far as hnman beings know,  Yet all this
which is in the air indicates that there
is something, and Spiritualists do well
that they heed this indication, beeause
while pursuing a single line of fact they
may lose sight altogether of the large
truth that the faet implies. Many peo-
Dle often are so busy with one special
line of life and some particular daily oc-
cupation that is necded that they for-
get the larger npecessitiex and emer-
geneies that existenceinfact implies and
conveys,

So it Is that this truth baving settled
the fact of a future existence many peo-
ple trouble nothing about it any further.
If they get a message from the other
world, it is well: they seek a message
oftentimes, but they think there is noth-
ing more to be done, that the question
is settled. Having
ESCAPED THE TORTURES OF

HADES,

and {he still greatertortures of a limited
heaven, they believe they have nothing
more to learn, nothing more to do; and
these are the people that for forty years
have enjoyced this ministration, this
communion and still have not touched
hands in sympathy with the great move-
ments that are going on in the world all
around them. -

SIGNS OF THIS —I;\'COMI.\’G_ TIDE,

of this something, that is beyond, are
beraided all around and about them and
they pay no attention to it; but they
are lere, and the announcement that
we have made repeatedly from the pul-
pit of tbiis church, or wherever we have
spoken to this congregation, must be
repeated tonight: That Spiritualism is
the herald of the great truth that is in
the. upper air; that If Spirltualism can-
Dot enlarge its domain to Include It, it

4vay, nor do communications -such as

will include Spiritu,avlism, in its domatn,

condition, cither of darkness or of light.
In fact, the entering wedge of the
SMALL SOUNDS AT HYDESVILLE

opeus up anew and re-arranges the
whole proposition concerning the future
life, and this re-arrangement has taken
place not only among Spiritualists as a
Lody, not ouly Individually and col-
lectively, but-among all kinds of wor-
shipers, No theology in the world to-
day but is affected by it. There Is a
Wtferent statement, there is a different
perception, and while much of the ritual
and much of the denoiinational c¢reed
remalns the same in the books and on
the records, the clergymen do ot
preach denominational theology; they
preach the religion that is in the air;
they preach the religion that is in the
world, and Spiritualism impinges upon
them I their place as it does upon those
wlho avow it, and sometimes we think
their minds are better Impressed by it
than if they occupied themselves too
much with the details of  intercom-
mupion and medimnship,

A great many clergymen preach Spir-
inalism; that is, if Spivitnalism means
a future state; §if Spiritualism means
the intercommunion between the two
worlds: if  Spivitualism  means {he
knowledge of that intercommunion
daily: if Spiritualistn means the changes
that may come to the spirit after death.
All this Is preached from the pulpit, not
only from Unitarian and Universalists
pulpits, but other pulpits throughout the
world,

Then there has been a geperal spirit-
valizing going on Dbesides. Something
that does not scein to be born of the
phenomenal part of Spiritualism. but is
the impelling force behind it. for say
what you will of the phenomena, attest
them as you will, great care is takep on
the part of the spirit world that the phe-
nomena shall notexceed the philosophy;
that the knowledge of the fact does not
take the place of the knowledge of what
it means.

Hence,

SOMETIMES A VEIL OF DOUBT

is thrown over the phienomenpal phases
in their particnlar expression for the
purpose of arousing this inquiry as to
what the fact may mean, If true. This
is why scientific bodies, as a rule, have
made little progress in the investigation
of phenomenal Spiritualism, for the
simple reason that the fact implies
more and a different basis and stand-
point than they are willing the accept.
They approach the subject a priori, pre-
suming that there is nothing but pheé-
nomena produced by causes that are in
the usual and ordinary realm of nature,
namely, unintelligent but acting lnws,
To their utter discomfiture they find no
such methods governing the phenomena
of Spiritualism, andtheselentist who ap-
proaches the investigntion with the
thought that he is toreduce the phenowm-
ena to a possible demonstration, either
with or without the accepted theory as
to its cause, finds himself utterly at sea.
He can investigate scientifically, but he
cannot make a sclence of what he in-
vestigates unless -he includes the whole
proposition. If De .refuses to .include
the whole proposition, which means the

the same (-iroumstu:}cos: tables will not
move under apparedtly.the same condi-
tions; raps will not gome with the same
medium or psychie amd apparently the
sume coudition, yef under moye unfa-
vorable conditions gl these things will
appear, showing that the power of in-
telligence behind is that precisely which
bafiles the ordinary investigator.
Therefore, the facts of Spiritualism
phenomeunally will not be accepted as
conclusive, untl) the theory, until the
teaching, until the
KNOWLEDGE BEHIND THE FACT
Is also accepted. That the source of the
manifestation is spiritual, is intelligent,
Is in fact what it ¢Jaims 1o be—beings
wbo have lived upoen earth and are in
a state of spirit existence beyond the
change called domht We say wuch has
been accomplished,! @  revolution has
been wrought in this way, and if it were
possible by some psychic or spiritual
process for you to trace the cause of
these changes you would find that they
are largely due to that which you cail
Modern Spiritualisin, That the revolu-
tion has been wrought:silently and not
by name makes it nopgsthe less true and
uone the less valuable; but because
Spiritualism has gone forward. has an-
nounced its theme. has given its mani-
festation and its teaching, many have
thought that there was nothing else
In connection with it, nothing more to
follow,

ALOXNG THIS BORDER LAND

which is now occupied by theosophy
and christian science, and many other
vecult themes, is the suggestion of that
otber something that Spiritualism is
the herald of. A great open doorway
unto the =oul; a step toward tlie reveal-
ment of all that man can know concern-
ing the past and the future and that
cternity that is neither past nor future,
and because of this impinging Iarger
subject many are not atiracted to Spir-
itualism in its phenomenal phase. 'The
phase that is more fraquently presented
by the one anxibus‘lo make converts
than any otber; dnd because of this
larger theme jt Uregks out in many
forins of inspiration that may not be
wholly included -jn what is usually
termed Spiritualism.

It is true that the Spiritualist has
more knowledge of spiritual healing
than possibly the chyistian sclentist can
comprehend, andsitzis also trve that in
any realm of ; psgchical investigation
the phenomeng wlifch are brought be-
fore the world gs }he result of recent
investigation iyefef familiar to Spirit-
ualists a quartéd of a century or even
forty years agfind -nothing can be
Dbrought forward: that has not already
transpired withli thélr kuowledge. But
in the realm.of wghat is called specu-
lative philosophy, §r that deeper realm
of real iptultive lmowledge that is to
form the great rejigious outgrowth, that
is the basis of i
of it, Spirltualists;as. a rule have mot
given hecd.,_toithai which is manifest;

and -as a rule they have turned. away
from any religious:interpretation what-
-ever, manpy. of them thinking that this
Is to be a sciepge:pnd not even a - phl-
‘losophy, wh,ﬂe,'om 3 fecredit to it the

well as the source:

of the spirit, and that these gifts of the
spirit, or manifestations, are the ac-
companiments of a1 new announcenieut
of truth, of a restatewent of the primal
truth, and of the rearrapgement of
thought in the world in a given direc-
tion,

Splritualism bax already given indi-
cation of this and the statement that
Spiritualism is the herald of

THE NEW DISPENSATION,

by po meaps 1s an under-valuation of
what Spiritualism is. Many may think
thiere are no ramifications of human
thought inlo which it can not lead, but
if the soul is greater than the spirit,
then the term Spirftualism will only ap-
ply to that which relates to spirit, per
se, and its manifestation in this world
and the next, and this is generally the
accredited meaning of the terw: while
all that realm 1hat relutes to soul. to
the new manifestation of truth in the
world in the highest spiritual sense, is
overlooked,

You cannot make a religious truth of
an external mapifestation. The chureh
has tried to do this mapy times and
failed. All religions have tried to do it
and have failed. Spiritualists have
tried, many of thew. and many of them
have failed. The great truth under-ly-
ing it, that which is irs life and its birtly
and its motive and incentive, is the pre-
sentation to such as need the knowledge
of the future state, the doing away with
mourning and with terror concerning a
future life, for the purpose of preparing
the way on earth for the added light.
We have been telling you, who were
our congregation for these many years,
that this added light is so pressing and
pushingupoenhumanlifeto-daythat there
are many lives prepared forits reception;
that there are in all parts of the world
those who are made ready, and that not
necessarily in conumection with the out-
ward manifestation of Spiritualisin will
this be wholly known, although neces-
sarily it will be more largely known in
that connection than any other; but that
this new light is to take up those fields
of inquiry, those realms of thought,
those added and bigher teachings that
Yyou have been familiar with, and bear
them forward to the announcement of
the new truth for which Spiritualism is
the herald.

It was sald, you know, that among
the Jews they thought that Jobn the
Baptist might be the Christ for whom
they were looking; but he denied this,
and Jesus was recognized by him as the
true Christ. So it may be raid of ‘many
another movement, that the herald of
the movement was not the movement
itself, but only the outlying skirmishing
army that prepared the way for the
great forces of spiritual truth to follow.

Something .

LIKE THE DAWZ\'ING OF A DAY

is this, when a few clouds start across
the eastern horizon and are tinted with
the rays of tlie thing that Is to be, when
at Jast the whole sky becomes.luminous
and armies of clouds appear with won-
derful resplendent banners of glory, and
then at last all, at once .the - full * tide
comes and the full splendor of -the day
appears; and thekingof day triumiphant
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Kals FIRST ORIGINATED.

for the new light, for the larger truth,
for the perfect solution of humman dif-

ficultles  and  problems, unless that
problem were solved in the  ligher

realms beyond.

It limits the possibility of spiritual
knowledge for people to say: “Oh! yes,
but sphrits do not know any more than
we do” They do. They know one thing
that you do not in your present con-
sciousness, that you cannot know until
you pass through the change called
death. Many spirits may not know of
other subjects as wucl as you, or of
different regions and realms of thought,
but that oue experience that you are to
express i this form, as you may have
in others, but were not conscions of it,
must vary with the degree of intelli-
genee, Just as the fnterpretation of hu-
man existeuce varies with the degree
of intelligence,

One man thinks life is for a certain
purpose.  If he is a clod be associates
with the clod; if he g an artist he asso-
clates with the lovers of art: if he is a
poet he makes rhymes and poetry. 1f
he is a philanthiropist he associates it
with works of this kind. So spirit ex-
istence is interpreted differently by dif-
ferent spirits ateording 1o their state.
and you must bear in mind that if Spir-
ilnalism offors you no general or par-
ticular statement concerning a future
life and the babitation of the spirit-
world, it is simply because every spirit
declares according to his or her oXperi-
ence and according to bis or h en-

lightenment; and  as  that life is
uot generie, but the Howering out
of the human cxpression, so more
particularly than  buman life s

the splirit life and its interpretation de-
pendent upon spiritual condition. But
there ean be no limit to that realm of
knowledge of which that life and this
life and all othier human lives are but
the vestibule. There c¢an be no limit to
that realm of knowledge that lies with-
in and beyond in the realms of souls.

It is true that in that realm you may
know more than a common communi-
cating spirit, and when a spirit comes
and says in a seance there is no such
thing ar anothier embodiment. that does
not settle it. because there are not only
a great many people here who would
say s0, but there are a great many peo-
ple who do not even know the meaning
of the word embodiment (and if you are
to depend upon human testimony as to
what life is in a future state, as the
skeptic does concerning Spiritualisin
then there is no human life, so
varied are the opinions of human-
ity concerning it, and even events
are  witnessed,  with  such  dif-
ferent states of mind, that tbey are al-
most capable of being reasoned out of
existence, because of conflicting testi-
mony. And when it comes, then, to
the statement concerning what may or
may not be true, spirits, unless the
general enlightemment is adequate, may
not know; yet those who do know and
who can declare and who can make'the
statement and who can present it in
such a light that human intelligence, if
accustomed to mental action, can per-

celve it and state It. Those are capable,

ey

unquestionably,
teach, D
Then what is this light that Spirituals - i
Isw is the herald of? Wbhat is this’
truth not included in the present and R
past religious tesching of clristendom -
that Is here? 1t is undenia bly trye that
something has been lost  from the
primal propesition of christendow, from
the priwal propusition of the statement -
of religion in the past, and even {f
tuught by Buddha not preserved in suel -
form that they can be restated simply i
und clearly (o modern understanding; ¥
at least those who huve studied theoso- . 8
ply do not find the  sttement nde  §
clear in that direction: and those who }
read poems find that it is  veiled t00 .
much  ip the poctie expression and
imagery; while, perhaps, clearly  per- -
ceived by the auwlior, but not present-
able as a statement or thesis, '
What is this that 1 included and im- -
plied iu the dispensation that is ap-
prouching? N
IT 18 THE ONE GOLDEN CHORD
and thread that has been lost in other
rcligions, the chord and thread counect- |
ing the human life with an eternity,
We do not mean an eternity beyond,
nor behind merely, but an eternity that
is complete, that iy perfact, that is absgo-
lute. It is the one golden  ¢hord

of teaching and do -

e T A L et e N
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ex- §

plaining the entity of the soul in itg :
entirety. It s the one greatl theme of -
immortality talked about, Lut may be j
conditional in every system of religion:- §
18 taught iu the world to-day except | |
s, ‘
You can lose it somewhere in  the 4

Christlan  statement: you can lose it
solewhere {n the Theosoplical state- )
mem; vou can lose it somewhere in the
Buddhistie statement, but imumorvinlity - 8
means immortality; that whieh it I not '
possible to lose, becsinse if possible to | {8
lose it is nol immonrality,  ‘I'his one
great longing in (the human state pro-
ceeds fram the one  preat knowledge
within the soul. it is 19 bring this §
Kuowledge ever and ever 1o the surface, -4
to bring it ever and ever 1 luman con-
seiousness s necded. as the ages are
ripe for it, as the world is ready, that
Npiritualism s here. 1t must be the
Lierald; it eiapnot bhe the vonclusion; #t,
by very necessity, cununot he the cul-
mination; that which all  tle world
seeks in varions ways, that is sl the
world which is interested in his line
of subjects, must bhe the one thiug that
is auswered by it.

Now, those who declare  the new
Messia are pot exnctly agreed as (o
what the New Messialr  shall teach; 3
thuse who declare the second coming . 8
of Christ are not exactly agreed as to -
what this shall mean; hut all feel the °

pulsation ot 1his tighity  approach,
Even the  false  Christs  even the

imitators, even those who are declar-
g themselves  saviors heforshand,
Twenty, thivty,  within fast half -
ceniury. more than a hundred that you -
could nuame if you wonld recali them, .
have said
"I AM THE MESSIALL”Y

Why should this thouglt be in the
world? What is there 1o produce it?
There is nothing in the world of coms- ..
merce that leads a wan from the honrd ~
of trade to announee that he is the com- -
ing Christ. And the kind of egotisin or -
fusanity—and that kind of Insaniy ig .
egotism, many kinds of fosanity gre—
the kind of egotism and insonity that -
ciuses people 1o declare this is touched
by the fact, touched by the actuality
that is approaching, The false Christ -
could not be declared without the troe;
the false announcement of he dispen-
sation unless there were a true; and -
even mathematical computations but
prove that something where in the ap- <
proaching tde, that is now near the - fi
earth, this light is really o be found. o

It is no wonder that mathematies M
might orr because the data are wrong., -

It is no wouder lnt prophets cannot
see it, hecause time Is ot the principal -
factor in the announcement. The prep- o8
aration, the making ready, is the prin- /
cipal factor; and all this demonstration
of making ready. both by true and false "
means, are evident in the waorld at this
hour, Making ready iy signs and
lokens that are real: making ready by
signs and  tokens (hat are ficticious;
making  ready by claims  that are .
of the angels: making ready by -
claims that are of human egotism |
and  weakness  but making  ready
by the great winnowing wings of
this mighty herald of life that is to
reveal all things as the souls are ready. -
That which Christ could pot because
they could not hear it, 1he Comforter
has come to declare, and that Com-
forter, in the light of modern Npiritual-
ism, lifts the hurden of ROrow, setsg -
aside the veil hetween the two worlds,
comforts the wourner, gives 1o the af-
flicted that whiel in turn shall make
them more and more calm, and in some
sense uplifts the burdens of lifo.

But the greater truth that lies beyond -
solves the meaningz of the sorrow, the
meaning of the problem, and shows that
the way 1hrough the sorrow js by its
vietory, just as we have said before.
You can neither go around, nor over it,
nor under it, but through it: ¢xXperiene-
ing all the work that it is to produce in -
your lives. and thus making vready for °
the knowledge of why and wherefore -
it came, 2

IN THIS ADDED LIGHT B
we give po time, no period. We know ]
that many are anxious for us to declare -
wbether it shall be next year or one
Lundred years, but certainly we will::
not since it is pot the time of the com- .
ing. but the preparation. that is most -
veeded. Were the Christ already here,
which could not be before the tiwme, you
stll would mot be ready. Were the -
millennium here, which conld not be be-
fore the time, you are not ready for the
millennium. !

The day of human brotherbood is pu
off. not because it is impossible, Lut b
cause the world has not outgrown self-
ishness. You camnot bring by force
that which T
THE WORLD HAS NOT GROWN TO,
and when the new dispensation comes
only those who are ready shall know.
Perhaps as few as saw in Gallilee -thé
sign and token; perhaps as few as bave
seen in any dispensation the visible -
presence and understood its fullest

7 "(Contihued on page 8)
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A GRAND A
‘A GREAT OCCASION.

(Continhéd trom page 2)

delivered, and -tests ninde by the e-
diuns, T

Chairman G. W. Kutes, in'gpening the
‘morning's conference, referred to  the
convention that is being held In Syra-
cuse, and then in part:

“We belteve tlie great necessity in the
State of New York Is that we should
see that this State does not fall behind
otliers in matters pertaining to spirit-
ualism. IFor in the vicinity of Rochester
ihe first rap was beard. We have been
too long slumbering. Why no longer
ago than yesterday 1 heard here in
Rochestyr that men ¢id not know who
the Spirftunlists ave. Just think of i,
Liere In Rochester, where the first pub-
He iuvestigation of the rappings was
made in the old Corinthlun Academy.

“We must take a deep interest in the
development of the principles-of Spir-
jtualisni, We have no cause to grumble
when we do not take an active part
here in our loeal work. 1t is not our
provinee perhaps to do anything at ihis
meeting  In a: business way. But we
have come from varipus parts of the
State and if we desire certain things,
“we may discuss them, meditate upon
them and prepare for them. .

1 do not belleve in hasty action. We
have had too mueh of that. Two or
three persous have organized 4 moyes
ment which suceeeds but for a time,
\We do ndt find the proper snipit of co-
operative work. Pherelstodinideh desiro
on the part of individuats to he at the
top. ‘There is sone excuse for the me-
diwns in this respeet, for it Is a great
work with them. They must sacrifice
their time and labor 1o the cuuse they
nave been called upop to espouse. Bach
medium s working largely for personal
results. This is caused by lack of co-
operative work. 1 am in hopes that
there will be those here who will give

" acventuation to  the effort we have
espoused.

“Pliere will be no objection to a reso-
tutlon looking to the advisement of the
Sphritualists of New York State. Let
.18 s citizens of New York endeavor to
" develop some movewment that will coun-
“duce to Dbetter organization in this
‘State. The subject of 9.}'gnnimmon of
-oul forces has always lﬁ;ﬁu a nightmare
with us. While we have feared it, we
fave desired it.

“We cannot develop Spiritualism into
a church, The name of au jnstitution
~upder which wrongs may lave been
commiited does not preciude the fact
that good may be done by it. We un-
“derstand that underlying Spiritualism

‘1 n religlous sentiment. Spiritualism.

has a duty to perform. The develop-

. ment of our ideay of life continuous,
our spiritual life, our moyul forces, so-
clety and a chureh representative of all
people, free and untrammeled is before
‘us. We are yet after forty-nine years
gtill in the midst of a discussion as Lo
ouy duty; as to our position in souiet;.
It behooves us therefore to give this
subject our earnest thouglht.

“['hig great question necessitates that
we shnll confer together and if deemed
advisable 1o send our opinions to the
State convention, Our test medivgs in-
vite the skeptie to receive, The result
is that our public Inbor is for those wlfo
are merely looking on in curiosity, 8o
after a1l we are working for proselytes
vather than for-the advaneement and
developent of our own syuma,tlnzors.
Therefore, our niembers say: ‘Your as-
goclated work does us no good, and
they draw from us, 1 go from city to
eity, continuaily and I find new faces
and mwiss those whain I have known as
sonnected with the work. They say
“We have po Devil, we no longer fear
God We lhave nothing to cement us
together. The trouble is that we do not
uot feed our members., Now 1 want the
public propaganda, but 1 want the in-
terior organization that will be of utility
{o our members, mentally, morally and
spiritually.

“\While 1 am not as a rule in favor of
seoret society work 1 dlscover, never-
theless, that in ehurches the members
come together by themselves, There
are organizations having a  distinet
seeret membership, 1t is the ceiueniing
property by and for which they develop.
These are to some extent secret so-
cleties, but no more so than the G. A, RR.,
which has a password or something of
that kind.

“Our wediums are dragged down by

people asking at seaunces regarding
divorees, love affairs and property
matters, which should not Dbe con-

sidered. We shounld gather more by our
ourselves and avoid such interruptions.”

At the afternoon meeting the invoca-
tion was pronounced by Rev, Samuel
Well, who was once  a Jewlsh rabbl
The principal address was delivered by
Mrs. 8. Augusia Avmstrong, of Buffalo.
She said that as this was the cclebra-
tion of the coming of such wonderful
things through children, she would take
as a text to ler remarks the well-known
‘poem  entitled *“The Light on Dead
Alan's Bar”” The poem {s a story of &
little girl who, in the absence of her
father, stood during the wlole night
turning the wheels of the beacon light
at sen, thus saving the life of ber saitor
brether, with two-score of his compan-
jons. She xaid partly:

“Phere is surely a lesson in this story.

I think it teaches us to think of the
good that each of earth's creatnres can
~do. ‘There afe many tending a dead
man's light with no thought of hard-
ships to themselves, with no thonght of
themselves, If they can but save a fel-
tow creature from the storms that come
on the sea of life, Let us, like the child,
when we sce our duty before us, go
bravely to work, and we shall some day
bear the welcome words, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant, enter into the
joys-of the home you lave builded
while in the land of shadows’ God
governs in the life of man by trusting
m each one some gift. One single soul,
true unto s ideal, sweet in  charity,
brings the kingdom of nature very near
to the earthly life.

“The true ldeal, man or woman, is the
athletic body in whom all faculties are
equally developed. Not outward weilk-
ness but inward strength must be the
test of morality iu life. To-day the
siches and pleasures clamor for our at-
tention. We are becoming so absorbed
m the pursuit of material prosperity
that we are neglecting our spiritual in-
hevitance. The riches we all can com-
mand are spiritual riches. They await
ue all. and they will be given to those
who seck them in the proper spirit. 1f
wo cannot have both, then there should
e but one choice. In my hours of
Jreams the different religlons come up
before me, and I believe it would do us
all good could we but put all denomina-
tions together and ask them to find
~hat is common to them all, and thus
fiving out what is both common and
best 1o all, we would find a pure Chris-
tianity in doctrine and action.”

The speaker then dwelt upon the pes-

~gimistic belief that the world is getting
worse aid worse all the time, and said
that they were wrong because truth
was prevailing, and truth is ever in the
diyection of prosperity. Continuing:
" wSpiritualism Is the onrse of economy,
the patrou of industry, the guardian of
Integrity- and the guide to success. Re-
ligious liberty is the most resplendent
_gem in Columbia’'s diadem., Our  de-
fense as a nation should be spiritual
righteousness. We must let the nations
sc¢e that the true spirit of heaven and
carth is not the god of war, but peace,

‘sweet, peace. This. 1s-a- free religlons

RIOU

country, and the church, the synagogue
and our pure spiritual teachings, with
the ald of a free and lberal press,
which you have every reason to be
thankful for in this beautiful city of

-Rochester, are the powers of the throne,
And let e say right here that- I thanl-

the press of tlls city for the kind atd
tention given to our convention.

“I*aith and liberty are the two treus-
ures of the soul, Forms and rituals are
traditional dogmas of good, but they do
not illuminate the soul as one such act
as that of the dear child tending the
beacon light at Dead Man's bar. The
world needs such persons to lead men
luto the dawn of sufety and of an
awakened day.” “

Mr. Lyman C. Howe said that. he
wished to second the thunks extended
to the press and urged the people to use
their influence in favor of papers that
are fair in their treatment of all ques
tions and themes .that present them-
selves for solution at the present time,
He-favored especially the Rochester
papers, because, said he, they are more
just and generous than those in any
neighboring clties. AMrs. Armistrong re-
cited a poem in the interests of woman
suffrage, in whose cause she js an cay-
nest worker. She was followed by G.
W. Kates, wlo rendered a poem descrip-
tive of Western life, - .

The afternoon meeting was -closed
with the usual tests given by Mis,
Atcheson, of Buftalo, and AMirs. Z. B,

Kutes, of this ¢Ity. Mrs, Ateheson took.

the floor first and called forth several
spirits of deparied friends and relatives
of persons in the audience, $he stood
i frount of the plaiforin,closed her eyes,
and then walked down the aisle to an
hged man, and gave a  satisfactory
description of an aunt long since
deceased, :

Mrs. Kates then gave some exhibi-
tlons of her wonderful power as a lue-
dium. She called forth first a husband
who warned the wite “not to sign the
deed,””  ‘Tthe  lady recognized the
description of her decepsed husband,
and sald that she had been contemplat-
fng the action against which she was
warned. She added also that she had
never seen the medivim Lefore and that
Mrs, Kates bad no means of knowing
herfumily relations, Other spirits were
deseribed and the most prejudiced of
her hearers weyeled toshake thelr heads
in wonder and amazement at what was
being revealed 1o them. The last test
performed was that of allowing a per-
son In the audience 1o call out the nawe
of a spirit. The name of “Arthur
Waterbury” was given, whereupon Mrs.
Kates gave a minute description of the
person, which tallied with the facts, so
far as was kunown by the man who
gave the name, The wedium was
greeted with prolonged applause as she
took her seat after her successful per-
formance,

THE EVENING SESSION.

1t seemed as If interest and evthus!-
asnl were at their highest piteh last
eveuing. The hall was well filled and
all was expeclancy as the twenty or
thirly mediums took thelr seats upon
the platform. 'I'he Invocation was pro-
nouuced by Mrs. 8. Augusta Armstrong,
after which a vocal duet was very well
rendered by Miss Carrie Cowert and G.
I, Jones.

In introducing the first speaker of the
evening, Chairman G. W, Kates sald:
“People bave been honored for what
they have been but not for what they
have achieved. In Spiritualism you will
find persons from all ranks of life,
From all sects and classes we have
drawn our adherents, It Is said that
the Hebrews and Cathollegnever change
their religion, but from these two sects
we have drawn a great number by the
positive truth of the continuity of life.
We have with us to-night one who has
boenr a rabbi in several of the Jewish
synogogues of this State, but who is
now the pastor of the I'irst Splritualist
Church at Bradford. 1 have great
pleasnre in introducing Rev., Samuel
Weil,” '

Mr. Weil, who is a {all man, with a
long flowing gray beard, spoke with
volce and gestures peculinr to his race,
and held the interest of his hearers for
over an hour. The subject of the nd-
dregs was “Spiritualisin, the IReligion
of the Future.” He sald, in part:

*I'he universe is made up of a plan,
which we eall the laws of nature, and
the knowledge and observation of these
laws are the source of all power that
man has. A portion of this plan has
been disclosed, the physical portion, by
which man becomes a creator, using
one law 1o counteract the other, and so
achieve lis purpose. Man's welfare
consists in his obedience to these laws,
physical, mental and moral. Scieonce
15 the conceptlon of this plan of the unij-
verse,

“*Man thinks over again the thoughts
of the Almighty’ If these laws were
arbitrary, there would be no science.
We all admit that nature s according
to a preconcelved plan, and therefore
that the universe was made for a pur-
pose and man is compelled to study
thls plan whereby he may become a
creator in miniature, or every organ
in the body man has a corresponding
ipvention, for be ‘tbinks over again
the thoughts of the Almighty.) We
call this purpose of the universe, which
is the object and end and alim of human
life, a philosophy, a religlous philoso-
phy is the attempt to find out the pur-
pose of existence, and the destiny of
man by rveason, while sclence con-
templates the method. In the history
of thought we have been more success-
ful in finding out the why and the how,
but. since science was born every pro-
gress it has wade has disturbed re-
liglous feelings.

“As science progresses, philosophy
and religion seem to diminish. Men be-
come aghostics and say that we cannot
know anything for a certainty, but
there are no absolute mysteries and
man |s destined to knpow all things and
become master of the planet he lives
on. Nothiug is to be hidden from him,
Ignorance Is a necessity that may be-
come wise and man must meet tempta-
tion in order that he may learn its
power and conquer it. Tlerefore, man
must also eat from the tree of knowl-
odge of good and evil.

“The purpose of morality implies
ethies, mornlity, and in this there Is
chaos because there is no basis for a
seience of morals outside of the church.,
Consider that the children are not
taught morals in the schools, but in the
churches, and as the churches all dis-
agree there can be no congruity, no
unily. Absolute morals must bave a
foundation in natural law. What is the
highest good? Why are we here?
What is man's destiny? If you do not
know these., yon can lhave no basis for
morality. There is cosmos in the phys-
jeal world, but chaos in the spiritual
world. When man becomes to know
the moral laws there will be absolute
unity. ANl law is divipe, there is no
such thing as sacred or -profane law,
and if man transgress these, ‘behold,

|_your sins will ind you out.’

“A little discovery was made in 1848,
not by scientific nor ' philosoplic
genluses, In fact 1t was not a discovery
at al}, but it came as a revelation. Peo-
ple who were underground bave been
knocking at our doors and saying that
the time has come for us to know that
there is no‘death, no more acceptance

by faith, no - more supposition, -but:

knowledge, and demonstration. It came
as a thief in the pight. Notjindeed to

the seats of the learned; but'this great-
est- of all revelniions came to the most
lowly. But people did not accept the
doctrines of Splritualism  Lecause of
thelr whining agnosticlsm. But we
ask you to take from whatever direc-
tion, Can any good come out of Spirit-
walism? Come and see.”

The speaker at this point dwelf at

some length upon the experiences of his
life; how he had Inherited a religious
feeling from his mother, but that he
hud early become a doubter, aud wished
to have some wanifestation of God.
Aund this, sald he, came at last in the
principles of Spiritualism, He then ex-
plained that all the controversies ayis-
ing over man's wisconception of moral
laws will come to an end through
modern Spiritualism,  Continuing  he
said;
- “Religion, philosophy and science are
all revolutionized fn  Splritualism. 1t
will ipaugurate the kingdom of God, be-
cause it reveals a moral law, and s
therefore the great religion of the
future. It gives a superstructure to
Darwinism and unites all veforms,
Spiritualism says that it must be so, for
it Is divine law. ‘Ihis is the great sys-
tew, and there can be ouly one. There
is no yvoom for any more. I gsk you not
to ge by what is fashionable or populay
but if there is any orlginality in you, to
belleve a thing because of your convie-
tion that it is right. In science and phi-
losophy and religion it is always the
minority that lends and I seem to hear
the voice of the Great Spirit saylng to
the few, ‘Go ye therefore unto all lands
and. preach the gospel unto evely
creaure, and, lo, I am with you always,
even ubio the end.”

After the address, “The IPirst Settler's
Story,” a poem by Will Carleton, was
rendered in a very effective manner by
Mis, J1. ¥, Osburn, of this city. Ly-
man C, Howe was to have improvised
a poein with the aid of the spirits, but
he begged to be excused and said that
Le wonﬁd thus favor the audience at the
meeting this afternoon.

The exercises of the evening ~were
concluded with several tests made by
Mrs, Atcheson and Mrs, Kates. The
cenditions, however, did not seem to be
favorable in most cases, for the persons
addressed failed to recognize the spir-
fts. In other Iinstances, the attempts
were successful, and the audience left
the building pleased and mystified.

CL.OSE OI' THE ANNIVERSARY OI¢
SPIRITUALISM AT ROCHESTER,
N. Y.

The celebration of the Forty-ninth
Auniversary of modern Spiritualism in
this city came to a close last evening at
I*itzhugh ball, and this morning the
mediums and friends will go on an ex-
cursion to the Jox cottnge at Hydes-
ville, where the rappings were first
heard. Three sessions were held yester-
day and each was full of interest for
every one who attended them, The first
session, held—at 10:30 a. m., was in the
nature of a conference, at which manyg
brief addresses were delivered by local
and visiting Spivitualists.

Chairman Kates in his opening re-
marks safd that he was firmnly con-
vinced that there is a material science
in connection with Spiritualism  and
that if there is anything true fu the be-
lief it is that there is 4 natural world.
*1 Delleve,” said he, “in the practical
slde of Spiritualism. Jor twenty-five
years I have worked on that theory.
We should become theroughly prepared
to develop the work to which we have
devoted our lives. To-day we ean claim
that the occult forces know no bound-
arles,

“Fhe practicnl thing 1 wish to suggest
{s that we should have here In RRoch-
ester 4 Fox memorial,
the Ifox cottage. We hope to obtain
posscssion of it, Inclose it an estab-
lish there a spiritual musenm where all
the various manifest tokens received
from the spirit world, the historical
things indicating the growth of the
movement, could be collected. We
could have there In time a college. And
we could have alimost at once an annual
meeting place,

“] believe that as a beginning we
should erect here in Rochester a Fox
memorial, We have one year to work
on that idea before the celebration of
tliec Semi-Centennlal of the discovery of
the rappings. This Ifox memorial in
Rochester we should have said more
about. I desire to say we are not going
1o beg. We are going to ask each one
of you to do something. If you desire
to do something for the cause don't
wait until you have passed beyond.
There is already a will made in this
city giving $600 and perhaps $1,600 for
this very purpose. A good sister in Ne-
braska sent me recently §1 for this pur-
pose. If all would do this the amount
would be enouglh. Rochester Is so near
to Mydesville as 10 be the sume as that
fu locntion when a memorial is to be
considered. 1 hope meetings will be
held monthly or oftener to raise funds.
We must bave an edifice everywhere.
1 am well aware of that.

“Someone has sald that Ferdinand,

son of Katie IFox is in want. Some
funds have been raised for him, Hav-

ing neglected Katie and Margaret, we
should take care of the only son and
heir, Ferdinand. The cottage is going
to ruin and we wust protect it. On our
excursion to-morrow we may make
plans to protect it. 1 recognize now
New York as my home field, Here 1
shall work more or less during the com-
ing year to perfect these plans and for
the good of Spiritualism generally. Let
us all take an interest in this work.

“Whether or not the National Asso-
ciation holds the great jubilee lere, as
has been proposed, we shall be inter-
ested in it. But I believe the big jubilee
will be held here. We will have ali the
theaters and perhaps a big temporary
building filled with an enthusiastic
army from all over the nation. It will
be second to nothing of the kind, and it
will be to the honor of Rochester Spir-
ftualists to make this grand result de-
pend upon their efforts. Contributions
may be made for the IFox memorial or
for the big jubilee.

“We have temples in varlous ecitles—
one costing $250,000 in Boston. We
have mediums’ homes in Massachusetts
and cight other States. We have plans
for colleges for the teaching of psychic
science and summer schools for the
same purpose, and we have schools for
a concise and thorough study of the
Bible. What do you think of that?
Many people think the Spiritualists do
ot study the Bible. 1t is a marvel how
we have progressed in forty-nine years.
And by faith we shall do greater works.
This modern dispensation is for the de-
velopment of work not yet done. Give
us 100 years or even ffty years more
and we shall develop as bas no other
sect, We are becomlng very active.
Now, these are very practical things
and we should think upon them,”

James T. Morrison, of Ithaca, was the
next speiker, whose subject was “Spir-
itualisin, the Religion of Reason.” Tror
the last elghteen’ years Mr. Morrison,
has been interested In the temperance:
cause and in his address he gave that
subject more or less prominence. He
recited several poems whose °author-
ship he ascribed. to his- daughter who
‘had died at three months of age and
who was now twenty-five years old in
the spirit world, : -

The last speaker of the morning was
W. M. Lockwood, of Chicago, who has,
been’ called the “spiritual - scientist.”

H

We should own -

his hearers, . o R -

PLATTORM MEETING )AND. TESTS,
- The. gession of .the afternoon partook
somewhat of the nature df a platform
nueeting, with Dbrief ~addeesses inter-

spersed with songs-and ¢ests by Mrs, |

Kates of this citysiThe attendance at
the meeting showed the ever-lncreasing
interest that I8 belng  aanifested by
Spiritualists and the- public at large.
Several new speakers were present, in-
cluding Irofessorr Lockitood, of Chi-
cago, and Frank Walkenuvof the State
Association. 1w . )

The invecation was. pwonounced by
Mirs. A, Atcheson;of Raifalo, after
which the c¢hairman introduced R, 1.
Joues, of this city, who gpolke in a very
interesting mauper.of *he History of
the Raps” He began:-with an account
of the hearing of the tiny raps in the
house. of the Fox family at Hydesville,
and afterwards in this-city. He dwelt
very graphically upon the meetings that
were held in the old Corinthian hall,
when the mediums lhad to call upon
Judge Moore for police protection. from
the mobs. .

Mr. Jones paid a tribute to the Roch-
ester press and sald that the papers
were ever willing fo give a fair and
houest report of religions or sectarian
meetings. In referring to the early me-
divms he said: “Ihose friends I firmly
belleve, who Dboye the brunt of the bat-
tle and- took the od{um of ignorance and
superstition,-are here to-duy. I cannot
see {lem a8 some of the mediums here
can, but I.am sure that they are here,
Veterans, you lhinve done well at this
annlversary, and you lave been per-
mitted to Lhear the anugels’ voices. Let
us rejoice thexein, here are battles
yet to be fought, There are those who
are ignorant of these great truths.
There Is 2 work to do and let us do it
calmly, firmly and kindly. I tell you
that the world Is opening its eyes, and
though there are disbellevers, the work
still goes on, 1 know many noble-
liearted men who belleve the veritable
fact of spirlit communication as well as
1 do. Erelong they will open tlrelr
eyes 10 the whole truth and acknowl-
edge it to the woyld.”

Mors. Mary Parkhurst, a local medium,
then arose and said that during the
nreetings she has seen the spirits of
Isaac and Amy Post aind others, and
that every day she had observed a
great seroll that was being let down
from the celling. This scroll, she added,
was one-sided and pérfectly white, but
she was sure that it'would not always
be so, for the names that would be writ-
ten there would be leglon. She was fol-
lowed Dby Mrs. 8. A, Burtis, uanother
“mother in Israel,” as she was culled.
8he was one of the oldest of the local
workers and hgr remarks elicited pro-
longed applauge from here auditors,

G. W. Kates then gave his address on
the “Future of Spiritualism.” Among
other things he said: *“Who can man
shall with the mighty losts of the
future that shajl gather at the shrine
of the spirit? Who éan tell of the com-
forter that shall etffer into the homes
and soothe the tortured Lrow; who can
tell of its peacefulpess as it gives joy
and harmony to thd world; of the arts
and sclences that Smrh\ml(sux shall de-
velop? What will be your mission in
the spirit world and what will be your
ministry to those who ard’left behind?
The future of Sj)h'ltmlllsm will be
everything that e cali  outline or
idealize for It, yen, ¢ven ntore than this.

“But I look with frophetic eye to the
future and 1 see mén and women cur-
rying a school-boy’s  slate under the
arm. Up and down’ the bysy marts of
life they go, opening and véading some-
thing thereon. "They are scholars once
again. But I draw’ nearer and read §
tender message from somie loved ong'
and 1 say is that all that’these slates
mean, that they ave obtaining messages
from the spirit life, 'and the spirit an-
swers ‘Yes.! As people carry Bibles
from which to obtain a comforting
word, so in the future 1 see people read

from the slates the independent writ-

ings of the spirit that brings them true
comfort,

"1 see persons gathering at the fire-
side with all joyousness and prayerful-
ness, invoking the presence of the spirit,
and over the land 1 see the rejoicing in
the fact that men and women are re-
deemed from superstition, bigotry, in-
tolerance and ignorance; the ushering
in of institutions that shall not teach
doctrines of the past but shall be under
the divine influence of the present-day
revelation, rejoicing in wisdom, neot in
superstition; the erection of n church of
reason, revealing nll that {8 possible for

-the utility of the human race, 1 see a

time when wars will be banished, when
the rearing of children from"the glory
and benuty of innocent life into the full
expansion of the adult powers will be
renlized, and back of it all I see the
power of the spirit.

“I'he future then says that Spiritual-
ism gives promise for 3 glorious church
of reason, a demounstration of fact. It
says that in the redemption of the hu-
man race the hope of the wosld is in
spirftual revelation and guidance.”

Professor Lockvvood, of Chicngo, was
next introduced. He is one of the fore-
most thinkers in spiritual philosophy
and his remarks were listened to with
the closest attention. He sald that he
always liked to stand before an audi-
ence of Spiritualists because they are
people who dare to think, Continuing:

“Out of the invisible forces of nature
we have the phenomena. Expressions
of spiritual force are everywhere, The
rappings heard at Hydesville were the
result of an eternal principle of nature,
the result of actions of constviousness
thirough wmaterial productions. We don't
believe in religion that is at a standstill.
We like progressive mentality, To be
a Spiritualist is to be a progressive
thinker and what we;need is to be able
to understand the formulae of co-rela-
tions, The Rochester rappings were the
first intelligent expression of this kind,
of which we have historical record. It
commenced anera of unfoldment.”

At this point the speaker launched
into a tirade against thg¢ Bible and
Chliristianity in genersl, pronouncing its
teachings as “trash,] and its fruits as
the “husks of a primjtive theology.”
The atonement of Jesus Christ he
termed a “fantasie” jand, the Jewish
conception of heaven, jfranscendental
stuff”  After relieving- kip mind in this
mamer at some length, he closed his
remarks by giving the.gonvention the
congratulations of the Norwich Spirit-
cal Assocjation, . 3. o

The last speaker ofghe;afternoon was
Frank Walker, who: represented the
State Association, whose organization
will be perfected at.a convention to be
held in Syracuse, Afpril i3th, 14th, and
15th. He sald thatyplang were being
made wlhereby & ten days’ jubilee of
Spiritualism will be:beld In Rochester
at this time next year., He said that
they would then show-what Spiritual-
ism Las done and wwhat it was eapable
of dolng. This jubilee; he - concluded,
will be one of the grandest demonstra-

tions of the cause, Mr. Walker is_one |

of the youngest adherents to the faith
and-is looked to as a prominent ex-
ponent of the cause. =~ o
"After 4 solo by-G.: E.-Jones, Mrs.
Kates said that she had been asked to
give some tests under the manifest in-
fluence of her controlling spirit “Fritz.”
She complied with the request and then
in & broken German-English accent car-
tied out her tests, which. were similar
to those given at previous meetings,

NIVERSARY CELEB

Hls remarks’ px'p'i’&e"'i'é1-y”w§l,ite1'estlng to

She bore messages -from - -mothers to
children, and from husbauds to wives,
and the persons who were directly In-
3(01'05(9(1 wept tears of sorrow and of
oy.
THE FINAL MEETING,

Interest reached a climax at the finul
meeting of the anniversary exercises
Iast evening, when a lnrge and enthusi-
astic audicnee gathered to hear the
words and witness the wonders and
mysticisms that the medivims had to
offer. Awd nd one was disappointed for
“ghosts walked the eartly” to the satis-
faction of all who were present.

The program was opened with the in-

vacation by Rev. Samuel Weil, of Brad-

ford, after which Mrs, Kates sang a
solo with charming effect, The priu-
cipal address of tlie evening was de-
livered by Lyman . Howe, -of
donia. Mr. Howe had been heard
several thes before during the conven-
tion and had established » reputation
as ‘a deep thinker and an interesting
speaker, so that when he was intro-
duced, last night, he was grected with
hearty applause. His theme was “One
World at a Time.” '

The speaker sald that there are mill-
lons of worlds floating in our nerves
und blood and brain and that every
aton, every thought, and every drop of
water is a woray; that the subdivisions
of nature are intinite and every division
is a world by itself, “One world at a
time,” suld he, “is the motto of a people
who ignore all attempts to fathom the
possibilitles of another existence weross
the borderlund. There Is a co-relation
between alt worlds, and persons who
wish to reach the fullest conception of
life must comprehend all.”

Mr. Howe then brought his subject to
what he called the interchange or af-
finity between one's outer, physical
world, the body, and the inner cou-
sclousness or spiritual world, the soul.
In the human bodies are liviug souls.
Spirit is the ultimate source of all man-
ifestations. “Spiritualism,” hLe con-
tinued, “gives an understanding to na-
ture and robs mysticism of its power to
alarm. It is tue way by which we
may, while jn the Dody, telephone
through the ethereal sympatldes by
that mental chemistry of interchange-
able relatlons. ‘lell me that the study
of this world is all that we need, and
that a knowledge of a future is not of
vilue and where would be your incen-
tive for effort. 'I'he one-world-nt-n-time
theory is a soul lmpoverishing and in-
tellectual paralysis.”

At the beginning of lis address Mr.
Howe clapped bis hands loudly, thus
ealling for intfluence of the spirits. e
delivered the discourse with his eyes
closed and "under control,” The con-
clusion was an jmprovised poem, ex-
pressed in beautiful words, armnged
aceording to the arbitrary rules of
meter.

During the evening brief addrvesses
were made by Mrs. 8. Augusta Arm-
strong, of Buffalo, and Rev. Samuel
Weil, of Bradford, and IProfessor W,
M. Lockwood, of Chicago.

SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS.

After n voenl solo, rendered In arplens-
ing manner by Professor Denl, of this
city, Mrs, A. Ateheson, of Buffalo, ex-
hibited her power as a medium, Con-
dittons were all favorable for spirit
walkings and all her tests were succeess-
ful, from the standpoiut of believers in
Spirftualism, She descended from the
platform and stood in front of the au-
dience. After passing her hand over
lier eyes ghe walked down the aisle to
an elderly lady and said that she saw
the spirit of a little child who passed
away iu infancy across the ocean, *'I
feel that it is your daughter,” said she,
“and 1 see your thougbts going back
to that old home, and 1 hear also n
mother's voice cowforting you. She
tells you that you will soon cross the
ocean again to your home. Do you
recognize the spirits?”

The lady addressed answered that
everything, so far as she knew was cor-
rect.

*Now,” said the medium, *I see the
spirit of a man who says ‘I want my
wife.! "She walked to a gray-haired
woman and told her that it was her
husband John, who died very suddenly.
This spirit was recognized, and then
Mrs. Atcheson went to a young lady
in the front row and described the spir-
it of a beauntiful woman, holding an
anchor of flowers. She told the young
lady that she was of very nervous
temperament but,that the spirit is open-
ing the door to a brighter path and that
the thing she was anxious about will
be settled very soon. “Do you under-
stand? You de? I thank you.”

To another woman who sat close by,
shie suld: "I see the spirit of an elderly
lady, over a medium In height, with
white, waving balr, Bhe shows me a
read, aud that meauns a change in your
lite. She says that she is your grand-
mother and that you will see her face
to face before two weeks have passed.”
With this she céncluded her testy and
thanked the audience for its sympathy.

Last on the program was Mrs. Zaida
HBrown Kates, who arose to show her
unfathomable power in suminoning
ghosts from that bourne from which, it
seems, that travelers do return. She
was greeted with a burst of applause,
for she has come to be a favorite with
Rochester audiences,

The first spirit that she sensed was

that of & “boy in form, but & man in
wisdom.” The boy, through the use-
dium, said, “The home has been deso-
late, and vacant and loneiy, but I come
this 1ime to give my mother a message.”
Mrs. Kates said that she was attracted
to a lady of about sixty years of age,
seated in the front aisle. The lady in-
dicated recognized the spirit of her boy
and was visibly affeécted by the revela-
tion. -
The medinum then sensed the spirit of
a beautiful young girl, who passed
away with a longing for life. The girl
had pretty, blue eyes, soft brown hair,
and she faded away like a lily. The
speaker pointed to a white-baired woman
andasked herifsherecognized her daugh-
ter., Theanswerwasinthe atirinative.
Thenextspirit that appeared was that of
gentleman, described as five feet eight
inches iu heiglt, 2 man of deep thought,
sound reason and marvelous self-con-
trol. This man she said was the father
of an elderly woman in the audience.
Directions in regard to certain Lusiness
transactions, and a graphic description
of a fall that happened in the life of the
person addressed were giten and all
details were pronounced correct.

This morning the medlums - and
friends will go to Hydesville and hold
exerciges in the cottage of the Fox fam-
ily were Modern Spiritualismn had its
inception.—Rochester Democrat,

WE WANT TO DO MORE GOOD.

And in orderto do it,we shouid reach
1,000,000 new readers. Help us to do it,
Let_each subseriber get an additional
subscriber. Read the announcement on
afth page, beaded “Fifteep Cents,” and
then act in our bebaly,

“Social Upbuilding, Including Co-op-
erative Systems and the Happiness and
Eunoblement of Humanity.” By B. D,
Babbitt, LL. D.,, M.D. This comprises
the last part of Human Culture and
Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For sale
at this office. - - -

" “Thomas Paine: Was He Junius?’
An "interesting pampllet by Wm. H.
Burr: Price 15 cents. For sale at this
gfiice. ' ' .
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The Best. -
| TheRest. |

t . TheTest.

Pty

(LY O
) There are twokinds of sar§ap'a- f

rilla: The best--and therest.
Thetroubleis theylook alike. And
i when the rest dress like the best

who's to tell them apart? Well,
¢‘the tree is known by-its fruit,”
That's an old test and a safe one,
And the taller the tree the deeper
the root. That's another test.
What’s the root, — the record of
these sarsaparillas? The one with )
the deepest root is Ayer's, The ¢
one with the richest fruit: that,
too, is Ayer's. Ayer's Sarsaparilla
has a record of half a century of
cures; a record of many medals )
and awards — culminating in the
medal of the Chicago World's Fair,
which, admitling Ayer's Sarsapa-
rilla as the best — shut its doors ¢
against therest. That was greater
honor than the medal, to be the only
Sareaparilla admitted as an ex-
hibit at the World's Fair, If you
want to get the best sarsaparilla
{ of your druggist, here's an infalli-
' ble rule: Ask for the best and
you'll get Ayer's, Ask for Ayer's

} and you'll get the best,
» s N
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" THE ELIMINATOR

Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal
Secrets.

BY DR. R. B. WESTBROOK,

Protoundly reverent, but thoroughly radical; expos-
fog the fabuloua clulis of sncleut Judalsm and dog-
matic Chrlstiapity, contatnirg many elartling conclu-
slons never befure publlshed. showing clearly the
mythical character of moat of the Old pnd New Tesla-
ment stories, sad proving thet Jesus was an imperson-
atton and not a persou. A genuine sensation.

Price $1.50. For Sale at this Office.

THE LYCEUM GUIDE

For the Home, the Lyceum
and Societies.

—

A Manual of Physical, Inteliect-
ual and Spiritual ¢ ‘ulture.

COMPILED BY EMMA ROOD
TUTTLE,
A COLLECTION OF MUSIC AND
Sougs, tiolden Chaln Recitatlops, Memory Gema,
Chboral Rtesponses, ¥unersl Services, Programs for
seasjous, Parlfamentary Rules. Instructious for Or-
Enuuln and counducting Lyceums, Justructions for
hysical Culture, Calistienics and Marching; Ban.
pery, Standards, the Band of Merey, ete.; s bouk by
the aid of which o Progressive Lyceutn, s Spiriiual or
Liberal Soclety may be organlzed and vonducted
withiout other assistance. 1}t suppiies the wants of
Spirjtusl Socletfes for fresh Splritual sougs, with
music free from Lhe diama) tone of the old iymnology.
It furalshesa unlque selection of cholce reacings and
responses such weno otber selection contalns, )i gives
8 practicalnystem uf graceful cailatheulcs, every elep
of which is mude plain by engravipgs. It gives {n-
structions how to make (he badges sud hamners whd
fnstructs {n murching. It shows how to establish a
Buad of Mercy as auxfilary to the Lyceumn, and has
all the must beautiful songs whicl bave been gathered
up by that wpovement.

The autbor and compller of this Gulde is emninently
prepared for the task by years of devoted labor o the
Lyccum. The book {s the result of practical work
tnd tested by 1he Interest uwakened In the actlual
sessionof the Lyceum.

Whiie Intended for the worklng Lyceum, the guide
is admlrubly adapted to the needs of tho fumiiy, sup-
}leln 76 pages of new spirftual music apd words
ound nowhere elae, excvept in shect form at nany
times the cost. The book Las been placed at the
resnerkably Iow prive of 50 cants, s=nt postpaid.

For Sale by The Progressive Thinker,

40 Loomis St., Chicago.
Also by Hudson Tuttle,

Berlin Heights, Ohio.

“QLEANINGS
FROM THE ROSTRUM.
BY A. l;._F—I.{ENCHo

—

This work is one that every one shouid read. It
beams tbroughout with rare geme of thoaght, prac-
tical as well as profound. bere {s suushine and
beauty In every sentence uttered. The work is ded!-
cated to the author's favorite sister, S8arah French
Farr, now passed to Spirit-life. Hudeon Tuttle, of
Berlin ualshn,ohlo. gives an Interesting sketch of the
author’a lite.

CONTENTS:
Dedication.
Sketch of the Life of A. B, Frensh.
‘William Denton,
Legends of the Buddha.

Mohammed, or the Faith and Wars of
Islam.

Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon
Conflicts of Life.

The Power and Permanency of ldoas,
The Unknown.

Probability of a Future Life.
Anuiversary Address.

The Egotism of Our Age.

What Is Truth?

Decoration Address.

PRICE, $1.00, POSTPAID,

PHILOSOPHY
OF SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE.

This work contalns an account of the very wonder-
ful spirituai developments at the house of Rev. Dr.
Phelpa, Stratford, Conn., nod simflar cares {p all
parts of the country, This volnme s the first frou,
the author directly upon the subject of “Splritualiam *
and Lias stood the test of many years. Cloth, $1.25
Postage 10 cents.  For sale at the ofice.

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

gg:rAélt:ptefd Lt{o M:{lerg 1Clvmz»i;x!on. with the True
acter of Mary ) alene, Geo. .
M.D. Price, 15 cemaa.8 ¥ Browa,

Out of the Depths Iuto the Light.

By Samuel Bowles; Mra, Carrle E. S. Twiag. me-
dtum. This Mttle book will be read with intense {n-
terest by thousands. Price 25 cents.

The Religion of Spiritualism,

Its Ph aud Philosophy. By Rer. S
Watron. Tbis work was writtco by o modern Savior,
agrand and noble man. Price £1.00.

The Science of Spirit Return,

By Charles Dawbarn. Price 10ccats.

THE SOUL,

Its Nature, Relations and Expression in Homao Em-
bodlments. Given through Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich-
tnond, by ber Guldes, A book that every one who I3
tutercsted in re-focarnsation should read.  Price 11.00.

BELIGION OF THE FUTURE.
BY S. WEIL.

Croth, 11.. - - - Paper, 50 cents,

~This {s a work of great value, written by one of the
kcenest, most powerful and most truly rellglous
mipds of the day. It Js partiqularly & work which
should be put lnto the hande of those who have freed.
themselves from the dogmasz of orthodoxy- and from”
the dogmas of materiulistic sclence,” for it wili
strengilien the conviciion of the free mind that ming
ang scoses sre not the whole of life. : o

The chapterareveala uew method In psychic and
spiritual research. They show vivid glimpses of a
stupendous moral cosmos that wil) supersede mora}
confusion; thiat only verlfiable tenets can aurvive, and
the childhood perfod of falth snd fancy will be super-
seded by knowledge and facts, For sale at this office,

Outside the Gates, and Other Tales

‘g;m sklclsttchbes. alBy ;lbnnrdxol s;Flllrit lnt,seﬁll;zcnce!.
roug! e mediumehip of Mary Theresa Shelhamer,
An cxcellemt work. Tricesl2s | e

LIFE WORK

GOR L, ¥, HCHMOND,

QOMPILED AND EDITED BY

HARRISON D. BARRETT.

With portraitsyepresenting Mrs. ltlchmond“ g

1857, in 1876, and in 1894, K

OUTLINE OF CONTENTS::
INTRODTOTION.

CuarTER]. Parentsge—Flace of Birth—Childhoqdwe

School Experiencei—Flrst Medlumistlc Work, 61, <+

CusrrxeIl. Hopedalo-Mr, Beott in Massacl :
Removal to Wiscunstu—Tue Balloy F:f;:]f;‘fk‘:j"'
g:ﬁggl Work—Waork of  Spirit Adin August

Cuarrea 111, Oulna-Her Earthly Lify
Death—Her Misslon {n Splr]i:t-m(e’r o aud Trag_tq
CuarTeR IV, Other Coutrols—The Guides. &
Coarrer YV, Work Ju Cuba, N, Y.~Buffalo Past
—Workers in Buffulo—Thomas Gales Fuutor-sozr.lt{
Brooke—~Horace H. Day—Removal to New
City, 1856—Philadelpbia—Boaton—Baltimore.
CuarTeB V1. Workin New York Clty.
CuapTeR V1L New York Clty (continued).

J. Mapes—tion, J. W. E ALOLS

mwonds—Dr, Gray—Ne

i di -
York lgdllora and cmrgﬁ—-omu Places in t eEue N

—Meadville, Pa., 1864—Hou. A. B.Richinond,
Cuaprer VilI. Washiugton, . C.~Recoustruction-~
%en;lo;} J.hkl‘. liuwardzﬁlﬁorge L.11 W. ‘ilugen-—.-(le

. I, Banks—Neitle Colbern Maynard-—Stal
of Geo. A. Bacon. Y tetneq

Citartn IX. Engiaod—Robert Dﬂ;\e Owen~George

g‘}iﬁmepugx;r— Ct‘:luﬁ(cu Tmbbcnll\;h u%a — M"ﬁ Straws
ge—~Mr. aud Mrs, Tebb—Mrs. Noswort, .
Ward—XMrs, Slater—Audrew Cross, y—J~ d,

CuaPTER X, Work fu Englaud (Continu
Subsequent Vielts.) & (Conttaued fn Thret

Cuarres X1, Callfornis Work, 18i5—Other Visits—~
Letter of C. M. Plumb—Letter of Mrs. Joln A
Wilson.

Cunapres X1J. Clicagy Work, 1676 to 1895—First
Soclety Chartered. 1869 —Cowplete Account of Worlk
in Lettera and Stalemeuts of Members of the
Boclely.

CHAT'FER

XIII. Camp Meeting Work—Cassadags=s

Lake Pleasant—Ouset Day--Lake Brady—Lookout

Mouutain, ete.

Cuaptee X1V, Literary Work—Hesperia—Volumes
of Liscourses und Lectures—Psychopatby; Soul
Teachlngs—~Poems- -Other Literary Wor‘l,(.

CuapTer XV. Literary Work (vontinued)—Lecture
¢d Gyroscope, 1858 —The Shudow of & Great Rogl
ina Weary Land,” 1887~ Poems—Chulce Selectiond
in1'rose and Verse—Work of Willina Richmond,

Cuabrer XVI. Letters from Personal Fricuds; from
Orpua E, Tousey; from l.nd{ Caithuess, aud othery
- szreclauon of the Work from Those Best Quels ~
tied to Judge--Frederick ¥, Cook—Wendell €3
Warner—Dra. Emmett aud Heles Diuswore,

Cuaprer XVII. Mrs Richmoud's Experfences While
in the Trance State, Written by Herself. .

Price 82, Postpaid.
_ this office.

Soul of Things; or Psychometrig. /|

Researches and Discoverjes,

Y WM. AND ELIZABETH M. B i

Denton, A marvelous work, Though concise st
a texi-book, I\ {s us fusclbating as a work of fiction, .
The reador witl bs sinazed to see the curlow facl
here combined in support of this newly-diacovered .
power of the human mind, which will resolve & tho
aand doubts and difficultics, inake Geology as plajn a&
dsy, and throw ligut on sll the grand subjects Low ol
rsured by time, o
Soul or Things--Vol. L ‘
GOt it eneuriten e erraenenns seensvenansees®lB0
, Postaze 10 cents, i
Soul of Things--Vol 1L
iiustrated. 450 pp. Cloth........ JTPIRRRRIN 1§ ' I
. wstage 10 cents. :
Sou! of Things--Vol. IIL
e oated. 362 ke Cloth. .o PRI | ']
ostage 10 cente.

According to 0ld Records.

BY DR. PAUL CARUS,

A tranelation from Japanese, made under the aus, -

{ces of the Rov. Shaku Soyeu, delegate to the Pars
tament of nwollgions. Waa iately published in Japan.
Price¢l. For sale ut this ofice.

THE WOMAN'S BIBLE

PART 1. THE PENTATEUCH. -

Comments on Genesls, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbepsy

and Deuteronumy, by
Rlizabeth Cady BStanton, Lillie Devereux

Blake, Rev, Plebe Hanaford, Clara Be=
wick Coldy, Ellen Battello Dietrick,
Mrs. Louisa Nouthworth, Ur-
sula N. Gestefeld, and
Frances K. Barr.

*In every soul there {8 bound up some truth and
eome error, and each gives to the woarld of thought
what b0 other one pussesies.””—QCousln,

Tho bright and echolarly comments of this galaxy

of bright minds a&re of deop interest, and throw g
strong and pew lght oo the Bible teschings relsting
to woman. All should read it.

Price 50c. For sale at this

"THE DIAKKA.
E DIAKNAA AND THEIR EARTH.

1y Viceims, by the Seer, A. J. Davis, {8 8 very i
teresting and suggestivo work, 1t fa an explanation

Office,

much that {s false and repuisive fn Spiritusliem, emy -
8 most important recent interview with Jamet - .

body):
Victor Wilson, n resident of the Summer-Land. Pri

SDcents.  For sale al this ufice “

Urigin, Develonment ana chtiny'-:

of Man.

A' Scientific ;;E_PhuOsophlcal .

Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher. !

CoxTENTS: The Beginuiugs; Fundamental Princle
les; Formation of Constellatiocs, Bystems,
lancis and Hotelites. The Origin of Metcors and
Comets: Tue Urgonic Kingdom: The Origin of Man:
Man--His Attributes and Powers; The Soul--How It
Receives and lmparts Enowledge: How the Boul Ré.
colves Its Highost Iinpressious; The Record Book, or
The Heaveal
Sense; The Finer or Spiritual Bedy: Growth snd Dee
generation;
{bie; The Biblo and Chrie! ; The Summary: “What
Must We Do to Be S8ayod.* Yor sale at thisndce,

P_rlcc. Cloth, mas. Pnpt_ar, 50c,

EATH AND THE AFTER-LIFE,

, Tha *Stellar Key ™ s tu: »hllvsophics! intro. .
i ductfon to the revelations contained In this book, = 7
Soine Iden of this little volume may be gulned from the -

following table of contents: 1—Death and the After -
Life; 2—8cenea in the Summeor-Land ; 3 -Soclety {nthe
Summer-Land: 4- Soclal Centres in the Summer-Land;
8—Wiater-Lan and Summer Land: 6- Language and
Iv‘ére 1Y Sugxm«r-l.nqd; 7 - Meterlal Work for Sptritual
orkers; 8- Ultlinates in the Summer-Land: 9—Volce
{rom Jaes Victor Wi,
talns more
mer cditi

This cnlarged edition con:
f7inn doubie the amount of muste~ =~ fop
A ADA Is cnriched by & bheaulitul fronus -
glcce, {llustrating the “formation of the Spirftus]
ody.” Cloth 75 cenla Pcetage & oents. Fur Jali
&t this ofice.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS .

130 pages,

Apd Mythical Chrlst. By Gerald Massey.
12mo. Prices0 centr,

W3 Y N 1 -
Children’s Progressive Lyceum.
A manual, with directions for the organization nnd
mauvagement of Bunday schocls. By Apdrew Jackson
Davis, Something in8ispensuble, Price X cents, :

E. V. WILSON'S BOOK. .

The Truths of §piritualismf‘-:

E. V. Wilson was one of the ploneers of Spiritual-
fsm, apd was noted s¢ a speaker and test niedium. He -
did & grand work for the caust, and this houk narrates -
many of his striking experlences duriog his labors..

Purchasers will“find 1t {olencely nteresting, and
will render k{ndly service to his widow who was left |
in etraiteved circumstances. .

The book

rers MRS, E. V. WILBON, 41 South Locusl street,
Valparaiso, Ind. )

¢ THEce o

Wodd's Sixteen Saviors,

~OR- .
CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRIST.

BY KERSEY GRAVES,

Kew and startling revelations in religlous history *

",3""“ disclose the Orlentsl orlgin of all the doctrines,
nciples preeepts and miracles of the Christian New -

estameht, snd furaisting a key for ualocking m
of its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the Hisi
tory of Sixteen Oricntsl Cracifed Gods. This wons
derful and exhaustive volame will, we are certaln, -
take high rank a8 a book of reference in the fiel
#which the author has chosen for {t.  The amount of *
menisl Jabor necessary to collate and compile the -
varicd informatlon contalned {n i$ must have beense-
vere and arduous 1ndePd, snd uowthat it {3 In such
convenient shape, the'student of free thought wilinet
wiillngly allow |t to go out of print. But the book is
by nomenne & mere collation bf views or statistica; -
throughout Its entire course the author—as wilibe

ecen by his title-page avd chupter-heads—followe & -
definlte Hne of rescarch nnd argument (o the cloge, .

and his conclusjons go, ke surm arrows to the mark,
Priuted on fine white paper, $8) pagea,

revized and zzm-.ctcd, with poriralt of suthor.
Price $1.50. Postage 10 conts, For sole af
this o’fiw. d ‘ S

ntaing 400 pages, and {8 gold for s1. Ad-
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QRGANIZATION.

JAN  ADDRESS DRLIVERED BE-
; TRE THE FIRST SPIRITUALIST
I SOCIETY O NEW YOKK CITY,
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 28,
1897, UPON THE OCCASION Ol
THE CELEBRATION OF HI 40th
ANNIVERSARY OF MODERN
SPIRITUALISM, BY MILES M-
NANDER DAWSON.

When a mun finds out that there is
something in spiritual plictomena, he is
at once astonished that he or auyhody
¢lse should have failed to discover it be-
fore; and ihe further he delves, the
more astonished he Is when he learas
how many great wminds have already
investigated  and  found something
worth the toil.

And after that, that there should be
anybody on the outside who, in spite
of great accomplishments in other .dl-
rections, considers that there is nothing
“n spiritual phienomena, is to him nolh-

" Ing short of marvelous, 1 must confess

it is so to me. I am astonnded that

" guch a man, for Instance, as Prof, 1. .

Chamberlain, the geologist of Chicago
* Unlversity, should have declared the
- other day‘before the students that “sci-

ence stands perfectly helpless lu either

proying or disproving the future state
of the soul after deatl,”

My astonizhment is the greyter when
I reflect that this omnion, expressed by
a man who bas not endeavored to in-
vestigate the subject at all, s contro-

- verted by the testimony of the secre-
taries of both the Inglish and

American Society for DPsychical Re-

search, and by such eminent scientists

as William Crookes, Camille Flum-
marion, Alfred Russel Wallace and El-
liot Coues, for instance.

1 cannotl help contyasting the dog-

“matie ignorance of Prof. Chamberlain
with the assertion of Alfred Russel

Wallace, after years of patient jnvest-

gation, thay spirit return “is quite as

well proven‘us are the facts in any of

‘the other scieneces.” .
But the contemplation of these things

‘shows that there yet remains much to
‘accomplish. The time alloited to me to-
day is entlrely too short to discuss
what yet remains, in all its phases, even
were 1 capable of dealing with so vast
a subject, 1 believe that it was Alfred
Henry Lewis who sald of Ex-Presidenmt
Cleveland that what be did not know
about law would fill a very large
Hbrary. It Is safe to say that what re-
maivs to accomplish i stmilarly im-
mense, and 1 know as  little of it as
Cleveland is charged with knowing
aboutluw. However,1donotintend, not-
withstanding the sounding title of my
address, to endeavor to deal even in out-
line with this vast subject. 1t is my
purpose only to indleate what remalns
yet te be aecomplished through organ-
fzation; for apother of the marvels is
that Spivitualism as an  organization
has amounted to so little and it so near-
ly defenseless before {ts enemies.

It was to be expected. of course, that
t would meet the bitter opposition of
he church, which could only retaln its
Lold upon thie people so long as i ap-
peared to be sole master of the secrets
‘of the hereafter; but that it should not
have been weleomed by scientists nnd
frecthinkers has been a surprise and a
disappointiuent.

I have quoted to you from Alfred Rus-
gel Wallace and frem IProf. Chamber-
lain, whose opinlons appear to be as
avide apart as the poles, although both
professing to be sclentists. 1 think that
I can now readtoyouaquotation from a
epiritnalistic writer of the sort which
makes it next to impossible for sci-
entists who bave not had the time and
opportunity to fuvestigate for them-
gelves, to accept spivit return. 'The
quotation reads as follows: “Your psy-
chic emanations generate the liouse
spider, the bedbug, the rouch, and vari-
ous other plagues nol know of in past

‘ages, and each such ereation is the ef-
fect of n particular kind of thought,
Malice crveates the spider; lust the
roach; »adizhuess the bedbug;  dis-
Donesty the mouse, ete”

This Is perhaps a little  worse than
gome other things which we are cow-
pelled to encounter: but there are thou-
gands and hundreds of thousauds of
ihem which are nearly as bad. Wher-
ever they go as representatives of the
opinions of those wio eredit what is
cousidered by many, the modern supet-
stition of spirit return, they render the
readers and hearers positively certain
that this must be a superstition, and a
very childish and silly one at that.

It is beeause of these things that not
all of the best minds which have demon-
strated to their own  satisfaction the
fact of spirit return, are willing to con-
uecl themselves with Spiritualism as an
institation. It would he & very painful
thing for instance, to a man like Elliot
Coues to be ranked, with some appear-
ance of fairness, with persons who dog-
matize in that irrational and inconse-
quential manaer. 1t must be a very dis-
beartening thivg to sueh men as JjTud-
son Tuttle, Willard Hull and J. Clegg
Wright to tind themselves among such
associations. 1 know that every fitie
of my bheiug protests and rewoustrates
agaiust being so classed.

These things, 1 take It, explain in a
larre degree, why it has been so difficult
to institutionalize Spivitualism.  An-
other reason has been ghe endeavor to
copy existing forms of institutions,
namely, the churches. The chureh idea
does not adapt itself readily to sclentifie
uses, Imagine, for instance, an evolu-
tion socicty organized on chureh lines!
Although evolution as a scientific prin-
ciple is now generally accepted by al-
most all physical scientists, you prob-
ably could not get a very large number
of its followers into such an organiza-
tion. The churcel idea is wvot over-
wheliningly with scientists.

Science does not readily institution-
alize. Trutbh which is truth hecause it
is true, and not because the salvation of
souls depends upon believing it whether
1t to be true, the deadliest encmies that
mind lightly and not too firmly. It is
accepted in a plain, common-sense way.
Most mien do not care very mnch to
propagate it; they are satistied to know
it themselves. Of course those altruistic
souls who never perceive a truth with-
out yearning to communicate it to
others, are exceplions; but most men
refiect that what others think about it
will not alter the truth, and so decline
to make themselves the targets of
criticistn by champloning the truth
which they have found. They consider
that, if another refuses to see it, he slm-
ply fails to have the use aud enjoyment
of that truth, and nobody is hu&but

fimself.

This leaves no nucieus for Spiritual-
fsm as an organization, except the de-
sire to encourage others in a iodest
and no! too insistent manner to investi-
gate for themsclves.

If this bLe true, and I certainly believe
it {0 Le true. the deadllest enemies that
the spiritualistic organization has are
fhose who invest truth with a big T,
&nd teach “not like the scribes and
pharisees, but as one having authority.”
They would have men to think that
truth i inspired into man instead of
found ont by bim. It Is historically

emonstrated, on the contrary, that, so
ong as the wotld held this view, it did
not find truth at all; and that since peo-
ple gave up being enlightened and pro-
ceviderd to Investigate, they discovered

those grent sclentific truths which: have
wmude modern progress possible. -

Dogmatism and askertion- have no
place in modern Spirltualiswm if it is to
be the exponent of demounstrable spirit
return. L

There' is especla] danger at this point
owlng to the fact that spiritunl bodies
Lave been compelled to steal the livery
of the church in order to avail them-
selves of the privileges accorded that
last refuge of superstition. The forms
of service are often - closely modeled
after chiureh  services, and in many
cases already the titles of clergymen
have been travestied by spiritual speak-
e, 1t is but a step further, and a step
often tuken; to dogmatize, like any
other preacher.

If the propagation of truth depended
upon orgumzatfon, this would be pro-
foundly disheartening; but, instead, the
eclipse of truth is oftenest accomplished
by institutionalism. Men who rally to
the standard of falsehood and undemon-
strable theories, need to oypanize; truth
can vanguish through naked and alone.
In fact,instltutionalismislargely the foe
of truth, fnasmuch as men co-operate
only by compromising and truth admits
not of compromise. A thing is either
80, it is not so.

In view of {hese things, there is noth-
nig 1o disappoint in the failure of Insti-
tutiows. Facts bave been drawn to the
light, and the tvuth demonstrated by
them must be seen of all men, You will

‘see the result, not so much in the spe-

cess of a new institutionalism as in the
decay and alteration of the old. Al-
ready the Christinn church has so ac-
conimodated itself to the conditions of
the times that the orthodox of 1,900
would have been excommunicated by
the orthodox of 1,800, "The discovery of
the fact of spirit return has had wuch
to do with tls,

It will have moie to do; and, in the
course of doing it, there is room for or-
ganization, provided only the organiza-
tion be direeted toward action and not
toward dogma.

Those who know that the departed
live and can communicate might, for
instance, to  advautage co-operate to
support in a respeetable mauner the
most valuable medlums, This they
could do with economy to themselves
and advantage to soclety, by removing
the best psychices from the necesslty of
competition, They could thus control
the aetions of such medinms and could
set up a higher siandard than is pos-
sible under competitive conditions.,

The advantage of this would not be
confined to themselves nor to the re-
spectability which it procured for the
individual medium and for Spiritualism,
but would extend mdso to the tremend-
ous advautages that could be afforded
to selentists in carrying on thelr investi-
gations.

Moreover, men can organize to study,
not belng charged with the wvecessity
of holding the same views at all or of
arriving at the sanme conclusions, When
thus organized, they may join to em-
ploy instructors and may share the cost
of remunerating them for their services,
fhere are abundant fields of study In
costnection with spirit return, ‘fhe old
code of morals, for tnstance, must dlo
with the religious superstition which
gives jt sanctlon. Splrit return will give
a new basis upon which to posit ethics.
It will expose an end to be attained;
and, from that monent, the true prin-
eiples of human conduct may be dis-
covered by considereing to what degree
certain lines of conduct tend toward fit-
ting one for disembodied existence,

The import of thlsean readily be seen.
Morality is the principle of right action.
Right action Is direct action, accurately
adapted to secure an end. If death
ends all, the end to be secured s one
thing; 1f death is but the beginning of
an endless existence, the end to be se-
cured may be quite another thing.
Thus thedevelopmentof anew systemof
morals hinges upon this important truth
of future existence, Two classes of
men are content that things should he
ans they are. One of these are those
who, like P'rof. Chamberlain, 1 suppose,
are convinced without evidence that
nmen do not live beyond death and that
there ean be nothing known about it;
amd the other are those who Dbeliey,
without evidence that men do live be-
yond death and are c¢ertain that noth-
ing can be known about {t, There is a
complete harmony of indiffercnce on the
part of these complacent individuals,
Agaipst this, the intellectually curious,
wlio are never content not to know,
must array themselves,

If it did no more, the spiritualistic or-
ganization could, by all means within
its power, encourage investigation, It
could urge this upon the ground that
e¢ven though it proved fruitless, in the
sense that the future life were not
dewonstrated, it is only by studying
the extrnordinary in mental action that
we can know what the huinan mind is
and what are its limitations, &he ol
communduient “Know thyself*™ applies
to all men. ‘This is a work which the
gpiritualistic organization has accom-
plished to a very great degree and s
now accomplishing everywhere. It can
and should perfect it; and, whatever
the disappointments, it s well always
1o reflect that truth does not require
multitudes to defend it. It is not gre-
garious; it flocks alone, One need not
fear for it beeause only a few—and they
despised-—rally to its standard. To do
so would be to confess that it was no
more potent than superstition, whieh
has always required an army at its
back to enforee its dominion over men

ANNIVERSARY.

CELEBRATION AT INDIANAPOLIS,
INDIANA.

To the Kditor:—The Forty-ninth An-
giversary of modern manifestations of
the spirit is belng duly observed in this
city, and many of (he more advanced
and liberal-minded people are manifest-
ing a willingness to be known as advo-
cates of the broader aud more rational
iden that all preoples are omne great
brother and sisterbood, and ignoring
that early Christian idea that some are
children of Light—childvend of God, and
others children of Darkness—children
of Satan, even though it be recorded
that the Nazarene declared: “Ye ave of
your father, the Devil,” and mauy of

them are appavently willing to render

substantial aid in sustaining the hand
of those who are holding aloft thebright
banner of spiritual freedom, and keep-
ing the fires burning upon the altars.
May the light continue to spread
abroad until every city, hamlet and
hearthistone shall be blessed with its
hours of conuwunion with the loved
ones gone before, and all the world may

know of a truth that this life is but the

vestibule to the great home of life eter-
nal o realins of immortal glory,

We are open for engagements any
place in Indiang, Ilfinols and Missouri
for the months of May and June. Mrs.
Hayden is employed at the Peoria (11.)
camp for the month of July; will serve
the society in.the capacity of public
test medium.
spond with socleties who need workers,
either speaker—Inspirational, psycho-

metric and clalrvoyant {ests, private

readings, diagnosis of diseases, etc.
Terms very reasounable, ]
BEN F. AND. M. E.-HAYDEN.

Good nature is the very alr of a good
mind, the sign of a large and generous
soul, and the peculiar soil
tue prospers. an,

Will be glad to corre-

in which vir-.

"THE SPIRITU 'ALFISTS. .

THEY CEBEBRATR THE FORTY-
NINTH ANNIVERSARY AT THE
MADISON AVENUR TEMPLE, AN-
DERSON, IND., WITH VARIOUS

* BXERCISES—A MEMORIAL
THE UNI'ORTUNATLE SPIRUTS,
‘fhe Iorty-ninth Anniversayy of the

advent of Modern Spiritualism was

celebrated yesterday iu every civilized
country in the world.

The Anniversary was celebrated by
the members of the Madison avenue
Association at their temple with an en-
thusinsm and vigor surpassing any
similur meetipg that was ecver held
there. ‘Chere were three services, fore-
nooy, afternoon and evening. The
rostrum was beautifully decorated with
"flowers and flags and bunting. In the
center a cluster of flowers forming an
arch was the word “Hope,” dedicated
1o suicides and other unfortunate
spirits,

The morning service was conducted
by Mis. Pfuanter, of Cincinuati, assisted
by Mrs. I2. R, Nickless, of Chicago. Kach
delivered brief lectures. Mrs, Nickless
reviewed the progress made by Spirit-
nalism since its advent forty-nine yeais
ago.

SHADOW LAND.

7 Murs. Pfunter spoke of Shadew Land,

the abode of suicldes and other upfortu-
vates—a place of semi-darkness where

these unfortunates’ souls are doing
penance. In a word this understood as

a placeof punishiment—not a place where

the fires are notquenched and the worm

dieth not, but a condition into whieh the
consclence refuses to be satisfied until
full reparation is made for the violation
of spiritual or other laws. The speaker
sald that this mental suffering was not
necessarily eternal, that all souls would
in time become purified and fitted for
the soclety of the pure and good in the
land of spirits. That we as mortals in
the flesh could do these unfortunates an
inestimable amount of good by extend-
ing to them our sympathy and kindly
feelings, that in token of our love and
regard this bower of flowers had been
dedicated and- that in consequence
thereof these denizens of Shadow Land
would be advanced very materially In
their journey to the lund of light and

sladness. .
I*ollowing the lectures tests were

given by each
tests given the spirits of two unfortu-

nates asked for recognition, both of
whom were recognized. ’
In the afternocon an entertainment

was given by the children's lyceum, A
Spiritual Lyceum is the Spiritual Sun-
day-schoal, a place where Spiritualism
is taught by persons who have qualified
themselves for that kind of work. The
program consisted of songs, recitations
and instrumental musie and brief talks
by M. Pfunter and Mrs. Nlckless, T'he
lyceum 1s under the supervision of Mr.
Bolander,
AN UNUSUAL MEETING.

The evening services eclipsed the pre-
vious services of the day. By 7:830 the
house was full of people and a half hour
later the house was crowded to its ut-
most eapacity, President MeKee an-
nounced that this particular portion of
the day’s exercises would be of a
memorial character, Mrs.  Pfunter
lectured for forly minutes and was fol-
by Mrs. Nickless, who eame upon the
platform carrying a bouquet of lilies,
‘"he speaker announced that Mrs, Annie
Orvis, an excellent lady and medium
who served the Madison avenue Asso-
clation some three years ago, wns now
in the spirit world, having passed over
wlile sojourning on the Pacific coast
some weeks ago, The speaker paid a
glowing tribute to the memory of the
Inte leeturer, Mrs. Orvis., 8he sald that
the latter was present, that she was
anxious to greet her many friends.

Mrs. Pfunter then after a brief talk
gave a number of tests. During this
part of the services the house became
unusually quiet, though filled to its ut-
most limits, Then the spirit of a sulcide
took possession of the medium and
talked for several minutes.

“I am Charles Barger, of Lexington,
Ky., and there are persons in this
audience who knew me.”

The medinm afterwards explained
that these unfortupates were drawn to
this meeting for reasons which are set
forth in the foregoing.

NOTES,

A solo sang by Miss Audry Bolander
at the opening of the evening services
was the subject of much favorable com-
ment,

Mrs. Pfunter, who has served the
society for the past two months, goes to
Rochester, Ind.. to serve the soclety of
which Lditor Bitters, of the Daily Re-
publican, is president.

Mrs. Nickless will serve the Madison
avenue society until May 1Ist, when
Mrs. Plunter will return and remain
for a month or longer,

ORIGIN OI' SPIRITUALISM.®

I"orty-nlne yenrs ago Modern Spirit-
ualisin was born in Hydesville, State of
New York. There are many persons
who know nothing of Spiritualism or
its origin. 1’0 others it is a sealed book,
a mystery which they do not care to
solve. Bul the fact that in the period
of a half century this new religion has
spread all around the world, having for
its adherents men and women of every
walk of life, the philosopher, the astron-
omer, the scientist down to the most
humble citizen of the kingdom, empire
or republic, this fact it may be repeated,
makes the circumstances atteuding the
discovery that the dead may communi-
cate with the living, of special interest
to a very large number of persons.

John D. Fox, wife and two daughters,
Margaretta aged twelve years and Kate
aged nine years, lived in the village of
Hydesville, N. Y. The family beard
strange noises at frequent intervals,
These nolses, rappings, as.they have
since been termed, could not be traced
to any natural cause. On the 3ist of
March, 1848, when raps occurred, Miss
Kate 'ox lmitated them by snapping
her thumb and finger. Then she
snapped her finger a couple of times in
succession and two raps came in re-
sponse. It was soon discovered that
whatever it was that produced the raps
was possessed of lutelligence for when
Kate requested this mysterious some-
thing to rap once for each year of her
age there came immedlately in response
nine raps. Various experiments were
afterwards made, but nothing occurred
except in the presence of these little
girls. The family mayed to Rochester,
‘N. Y. and Iater to New York City, where
these girls were placed under test con-
ditions in the presence of scientific men

fact that man i{s immortal and that un-
der proper conditions communication
between thiswnd the unseen world may
be established, that the so-called dead
are not dea@ at all but if anything
more alive fhan ever and that they re-
turn to the living with words of com-
fort and the assurance. that there.is in
store for every man.and woman who
has lived a good life a home and a life

for mental and moral culture abounnd
and where there is nolimlit to the mind's
possibilities, : -

_ Faith is letting down our nets iato
the  transparvent deeps, at the divine
command, not knowing what we ghall

take.~Faber, - -

T0:

medium, During the {e

with results clearly establishing the

beyond. the grave where opportunities’
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THOUGHTS FOR OUR ANNIVERSA-
RY-~THE WORLD B SAUTINUL OF
THOUGHT-- FOOD, OF ANGELS—
THEIR 'THQUGHTS OUR AM-
BROSIA—SA(RED INSPIRATION—
THE SOUL’S FINER - EXPRERIENCE
~THE LIVING WOIFD—YL‘ ISEVER
SPOKEN NO\\T. Y
It was a fine,conception of Dante—

and not a mere flower gf poesy, but the

kernel of a beautiful .gpiritual truth—
when he advised.that men eat angels’
food, and not coptent themselves with
the kind of food. tliey share with the

brutes. L
The ambrosin of the mythical gods

may be realized as a sweet fact in our
everyday humap. experieace. “Man
does not live by bread alone,” said
Jesus, “but by every word that proceed-
eth out of the mouth of God"-— a saying
that is too high and broad and inclusive
to be narrowed down and compressed
within the compass of the ordinary the-
ologian's definition.

LARGENLESS O INSPIRATION.

The word of God is not limited to any
seript or book—it includes every inspira-
tion of light and truth aund gooduess
that enters into man's inner consclous-
pess, enlarging, clarifying, exalting and
developing his méntal, moral and spir-
itual nature.

How inflnitely little do they know of
inspiration, who limit it to the words of
ancient seers and prophets, or the words
of a written or printed book, and shut
out all the world of thought and beauty
aud spiritual significance beside!

Yor there are fine ideals of spiritual
beauty and goodness, subtile impress-
fons come to one as glimpses of heaven
—coming to us, entering into our con-
sciousness as we sit in qujet revery—
such as no script or printed page can
ever convey; and these are as truly and
sacredly an inspiration as any word
that ever came to an Isaial or a Paul of
old,

THE FPINER WORLD.

In her fine inspirational way Lilian
Whiting says there is a finer world that
interpenetrates that in which we live.
Its ether Iz in the atwrosphers we
breathe. It Is the world of reality, of
force, of vividness, of power. Now it is
not only they who have passed on be-
youd the things of sensge who live in this
world, but it is ore in which the higher
self, the ethereal ovganism, may live,
even before it leaves the body. Every-
thing in this natural world has its spir-
ttual or ethereal counterpart. Nature
perpetuates herself in more delicate yet
movre potent forms. The ethereal body
which man assumes at death is a coun-
terpart of the body here; it has the
same form, only that it is etherealized.
It is not less, but moréd real. It has to
do with a higheti range of correspond-
ences, It §s u workerion a higher and
more important’ plane: of life. Belence
has demonstrated the existence of the
tiner atmospherie ether in which this
finer body lives nand mbves, There is a
world touching and mirgling with ours,
in which lie the springstot power, Most
people live sombitimesiand fragmenta-
rily, in this world. Théy recoguize mo-
ments, hours, dalys, wlien event and se-
quence become rhythmit, when the vis-
jon shines clear gnd the volce 18 heard.
Now if it be posgjble 10 so live one day
in the year, it is.possible to so lve 365
days in the year, 1f iy be possible for
one hour a day, it Is possible for twen-
ty-four hours, Co
THOUGHT CQNTROLS-
THING.

This Intensity and exaltation con-
stantly records its impress on the air;
that is, in this finer ethereal world. The
deed is tbe outwurd and momentury ex-
pression; the motive and purpose are
the inper and permanent elements that
build up life on the invisible side. He
who holds his purpose true to this
higher end of life is creating new con-
ditions that will ultimately transform
al circumstances. There is no limit to
that which he may accomplish. 1le
holds the key to the unlimited stores of
energy.

All aims of & high character bring
into being their own ways and meuns,
Every noble purpose holds its own right
of way.

Nothing conduces more to the holding
of the days to a standard of signiticance
than the quiet half-hour alone at night,
just before vetiring. It is possible to
absolutely create the next day in this
time of silent, concentrated energy.
Thought shapes and coutrols every-
thing. Events are plastic to its stamp.
The succeeding day may be created on
the preceding night—may be forged out
of love, harmony, and energy.  Any
writer may experience the almost mi-
raculous resulis of this form of ante-
suggestion.

It is this etlereal world which is the
world beautiful the world in which all
potencies are stored, from which every
form of progress, success, and happi-
negss can be drawn. It is the world
wherein all who live the life of signifi-
cance may dwell.

KEY 170 A HAPPY LIFE.

The key to a happy life—one that is
full of serene exaltation—is to fill the
days with significant experiences, The
cholce rests with one’s self entirely. It
may seein a thing largely and almost
inevitably dependent on circumsiances,
but it is pot; for thought is greater than
circumstance or event, and dominates
them. Significance or insignificance in
the guality of life is, like good or evil,
a matter of personal choice with the in-
dividual. It is possible to eliminate the
inane hours and make every day tell in
its purposes of fulfillment. Nor is this
possibility restricted to the city dwelter,
in the heart of all that which is finest in
art, literature, and ethics. It is a mat-)
ter of individual cholce rather than that
of individual opportunity.

EVERY-

SOUL'S FINER EXPERIENCE.

In the fullness of {he soul's finer ex-
perience one come? to'irealize that in a
high and true sense,-'a man’s life con-
sisteth not in the:abundance of things
that he possesseth.”” There I8 a life en-
grossed with the accumulation of earth-
Iy goods—which things are good and
recessary—but are best when used to
minister to the higher nature and not
merely for the gratification of worldly
selfish desires; but tlie finer spiritual
life takes smqll account of material
ricles, valuing most the things that per-
tain to spiritual grace and unfoldment.

The greedy money-grubber, who finds
his happiness in amassing gold, is in a
bell, as viewed from-the higher mounts
of spiritual life angd light.

It is better to dwell in the upper sto-
ries of thought, than in the dark and
dank basement, or the wunderground
cellars and caves of unspiritual earth-
liness. . . | Lo, o

It is necessary in:this life to see to the
concerns that pertaln to our own well-
‘being here; but it is possible, while pay-
ing due attention to these things, to
live & life nof wholly absorbed in things
of earth—to live, in truth, a life whose
realm is the worldispiritual, the world
beautiful, whose -thoughts and gspira-
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thoughts and aspirations of the angels
of purity and spivitual gooduess.

The thoughts given us by the spirit-
world—pure, uplifting, soul-elevating—
these are owr ambrosia, the food of an-
gels, brought from heaven for us,

In closing these thoughts, that seem
to me to bear o special significance on
this Anniversary day of the.modern
spiritual dispensation, that has brought
the spirituality of the spirit-world into
closer conjunction with the life and
thought of this world, and is, as it is
listened to, lifting men and women to
higher altitudes, and clearer, vaster
visions of the life that now is and that
which is to come, permit e to present
in verse these thiouglts for your coun-
gideration:

THE LIVING WORD.

0, deep within the human soul

The far eternal echoes roll;

In the Life-Spirit’s wondrous: plan,
To makg man, God becometh wan;
And even so doth God create
Himself, in forms or low or great;
Becomes a flow'’r, to make a flow'r,
And manifests His wondrous pow’r
In self-creation—God alone

The being's self of all things known,

‘I'he thought that moves within, to-day,
1s echo of eternity; .
I'romn far eternity it 'rose

And to eternity it flows.

Within the precinets of the soul

‘The thought-bells ot the Ages toll;

The echo of the Ages gone

Rings in the living Present’s tone.

The thoughts inspiring you and me
Are children of eternity.

The past its lessons had, to meet

And guide the olden children's feet

In onward way; its word hath wrought
To aid the onward mareh of thought,
Above the old and far away,

Attend the volce that speaks to-day;
To-day hath word for present need—
Whoso is wise that word will heed.

Tho’ man to Iast and Future bow,

Iiternity is ever Now.

The heart of the eternal years

Throbs in man’s present hopes and
fears;

In being’s memory we bear

Th’ eternal thought and lite and prayer.

The ancient prophets grandly spoke
The words that on them clearly broke;
Yet L;i(ﬁarer thoughts wman's soul shull
So shall be grander scriptures still,
No bible man hath writ or heard
Can clrcumseribe the Living Word;
Nor Jewish script nor Christian creed
Can fill the world's vast human need;
Of grander thought and larger grace
The Bible of the Human Race.
The soul, with heav'uward reach and
look,

Is more than chureh, or creed, or book,
One soul that may with soul converse
Outweighs a soulless universe.
The highest thought of human wind
Is voice of God; in truth detined,
Uttered In highest sclt-control,
God's word Is word of Human Soul,
Interpreting to age and youth
Its grandest visions of the truth.

JAS. C. UNDERHILL,

Hammond, Ind,

CELEBRATION BY THE BEACON
LIGHT SPIRITUAL CHURCH, -

Beacon Light Spiritual Church ob-
served Anniversary Day with two serv-
fces conduceted by G. ¥, Perkins and K.
8. Perkips, at 617 N, Clark street, Sun-
day, Mareh 28.

The platform was beautifully deco-
rated with growing flowers and vases
of cut flowers, evergreens, motioes and
pictures appropriate to the occasion.

No hall in the ecity could have more
tasty and spiritual appearance; compli-
ments from the avndience were numer-
ous.  An introductory lecture was given
at both weetings by G. I, Perkins, com-
paring the past with the present condl-
tion, religiously considered, of the peo-
ple, The quality and quantity of the
audience was favorable to the question
of the hour, and showed approval by
generous applause and favorable com-
ments at and after the services,

Mr. Bunrdick, a North Side medtum,
gave & very enthusiastic address; Mrs.

Bromwell, rewarks and tests; M
Knoth, two beauliful piano solos,
Miss Patty, a talented elocutionist,

favored us with an excellent recitation,
also Miss Wiaters rendered an orlginal
poem, “The: Forty-ninth Anniversary.”
Tests, s% 8, poems and readings were
given by Mrs. Perkins, whose’ organism
was absolutely controlied in rapid suc-
cesslon by spirits Theodore Parker,
I,uther Colby, Dr. Storer, John C. Bun-
d&»’&(ﬁol. Esterbrook and George Gilbert
—eath established their identity beyond
a doubt, by remarks appropriate to the
occasion.

Many thanks to the donors of fiowers
and pictures. The meeting will con-
tinue indefinitely at {his hall.

Clileago, Ill. G. I", PERKINS.

ANNIVERSARY AT
MICHIGAN,

To the Editor:—We as an association
wish to say to the readers of The Pro-
gressive Thinker, that we are still pro-
gressing, and that we did celebrate the
Iorty-ninth  Aunniversary of Modern
Spiritualism, Sunday, March 28, 1897.
Dr. II. C. Andrews was with us and
gave us three very fine lectures, and we
think he did us lots of good. He is a
first-class speaker and a perfect gentle-
man. He also gave some very satisfac-
tory tests after his lectures. We can
safely recommend Dr. H, C, Andrews to
those who may wish {o secure him for
work. JAMES R. LOWTHER,
L.eonidas, Mich. Sec. L. 8. A.

\

LEONIDAS,

TOLEDO, OHIO.

The First Alllance of Progressive
Thought Society celebrated the Forty-
ninth Anniversary of Modern Spirituali-
ism at G. A. R, Hall, in a very pleasant
and highly instructive manner, baving
the privilege of listening to two elo-
quent lectures by Dr. Blanchard, of
Grand Rapids, Mich., assisted by our
local mediums, giving us food for the
soul, never to be forgotten.

MRS. ELLA WOODWARD, Scc.

We desire to flluminate the minds of
every Spiritualist. We will therefore
send The Progressive Thinker to new
subscribers for three months for fifteen
cents, and hope by so doing to reach
1,000,000 of Spiritudlists. - For full par-
ticulars ln reference to this remarkable
offer . read the communication headed
“Fifteen Cents,” on our fifth page.

“Commentaries on Hebrew and Chris-
tian Mythology.” By Judge Parish B,
Ladd, LL.B,, of the San Francisco Bar,
This book 18 of more than ordinary val-
ue, glving the results of much patient
thought and researc¢h by a mind well
ualified to sift evidence and arrange
acts. In compact form it gives just
what is needed on the gubfect. Paper,

' tlons are In close copjunction, with the

75 cenfs. Cloth, $1.50. For sale at this
office. -

WHAT WE WART 70 DO. 1

ANNIVERSARY.

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., SOCIETIES.
To the Editor:—The writer took occa-
sion to attend the several meetings
hield in Lincoln Hall in this city by the
several Spirltual organizations, on the
event of the ¥orty-ninth Annlversary of
their faith, and I feel like expressing
mysell’ as highly gratified with the pro-
ceedings. T'he committee on exercises
certalnly should be congratulated upor
thelr fitness, as demonstrated in their
meetings, As far as observed we saw
no clash in thelr efforts. System, evi-
dently, was manifested throughout all
of the proceedings. The selection of Dr,
Knowles as president of the meeting,
showed good judgment, as everything
passed oft satisfactorily, which is often
otherwise when the presidency is defi-
cient in parliamentary knowledge.

‘T'he selectlons, both musical and liter-
ary, are to be highly commended. We
feel like mentioning the services ren-
dered by Mrs. I'raneis L. Sanborn, of
this city. How well her eflorts were
appreciated, can no better be expressed
than by the encores repeatedly given
her. To a spiritugl meeting her voice
has the effect to harmonize all within
hearing, and often wafis the listener
beyond the tugmoil- of this earth into
the bhappy realm of the departed. By
especial request, at the closing services,
Sunday evening, she sang “Open the
Gates, Let Me In,” in a manner churac-
teristic of her wonderful powers as 2
soprano. We wish all societies could be
fortunate enough to hear such talent, as
its effect, on occaslons of this kind, is
inestimable.

Dr. 1. C. Batdorf gave n fine lecture,
rendered in his own pecullar style,
which interested #ll withiu hearing.
His allusion to unity and harmony of
organization in 1his city, certainly was
pertinent and should be cousidered.
The attendance and interest manifested
towards this anniversary meeting by our
people, demonstrate what 1t i3 possible
to accomplish in this city if united in
effort and futerest. Will it be heeded?

Grand Rapids, Mich. OBSERVER.

ANNIVERSARY.

SPIRITUAL MISSION, OF
1LLINOLS,

The Spiritual Mission of this city cel-
ebrated the Forty-ninth Anniversary at
163 DuPage street. The mission had
arranged for the Academy of Musiec, but
Mrs. Scovell, our pastor, was taken
down with nervous prostrution, the
combined result of grippe and watching
by the bedside of hLer children in their
late sickness. She was not able to hold
a publie service, so her friends et in
her pavlors. Over seventy-tive gath-
ered afternoon and evening. Mirs. Liz-
zie Jaquet and Drof. Colllns, of Chi-
CGlgo, were welcome guests, ‘She after-
ligon service cousisted of short speeches
from Prof. Collins, Mrs, Scovell, Mrs,
Jaquet, L. M. Rose, Leonard Jucket;
recitations by Miss Katle Leggett and
Mr. Jucket, closing with tests through
Mrs. Scovell and Mrs. Jaquet, A num-
ber from the outskirts of the eity re-
mained to a basket lunch and held a
conference meeting between the hours
of § and T:30 o'clock. At thig hour the
evening service commenced. The rooms
were crowded and all showed great in-
terest in the work given.

Mrs. Scovell gave a short address on
“Spiritualism, IPast, Present and Ifut-
ure,” Prof. Collins followed her with
nh able address and explanation of the
book or new Bible catied Onhspe. Mrs.
Scovell and Mrs. Jaquet followed with
tests, all of whieh were recognized. 'f'he
event, while a joyful one, was not un-
mixed with sorrow, it being also a fare-
well for several wonths to our beloved
{eacher, Mrs. Scovell. She has worked
faithfully for the advancement of true
Spiritualism in our clty, and we regret
to bave her go away even for a short
time, but hope to have her with us per-
maunently after the July camp at Peo-
ria. In our work outlined for the com-
ing winter she has promised her hearty
co-operation, and we will rest on our
oars until that time comes. We wish to
extend to Mr. and Mrs. Scovell our best
wishes for their success wherever duty
calls them. L. JUCKET, Sec.

ELGIN,

“The Philosophy of Spirit, and the
Spirit-World.,” By Hudson Tuttle, A
most able and interesting presentation
of a most important sutject. Kvery
Spiritualist and every inquirer {uto {he
proofs and philosophy of Spiritualisia
should bave this excellenit book. Cloth,
$1. Tor sale at this office.

“Yoltaire’s Romances.” translated
from the I‘rench. WIith numerous {l-
tustrations. These lighter works of the
brilliant Frenchman, and invincible en-
emy of the Catholic Church, are worthy
of wide reading. Wit, philosophy and
romance are combined, with the skill of
a master mind. Price $1.50. I‘or sale
at this office,

“Anclent India: Its Langnage and
Rellgions.” By Prof. H. Oldenberg.
The subject is of unusual Interest at
ibe present time, and it is here treated
in a way to interest and instruet atl
readers. I'or sale at this office. Daper,
price 26¢.

“The Gospel of Buddba, According to
0Old Records.” Told by Paul Carus.
This book is heartily commended to stu-
dents of the sclence of religlons, and to
all who would gain a fair conception of
Buddhism in its spirit and living prinei-
ples. Spirftualist  or Clwistian  can
scarcely read it without spiritual profit,
Price $1. For sale at this ofiice.

*Bible aud Church Degrade Woman.”
By Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Comprises
three brief essays, on The Effect of
Woman Suffrage on Questions of Mor-
als and Religion; The Degraded Status
of Woman 1n the Bible; 'The Christian
Chureli and Woman; written In Mrs,
Stanton's usual trenchant style, Ior
sale at this office. Price 10 cents.

“Rigut Living.” By Susan H.Wixon.
The author shows a wise practicality in
her method of teaching the priociple of
ethics. She illustrates her subject with
many brief narratives and anecdotes,
which reuder the book more interesting
and more caslly comprehended, 1t is
especially adapted for use in Children's
Lyceum. In the hands of mothers and
teachers it may be made very useful.
Young and old will be benefited by it.
Cloth $1; Tor sale at this office.

“The Molecular Hypothesis of Na-
ture.” By Prof. Wm., M. Lockwood.
Prof. Lockwood Is recognized as one of
the ablest lecturers on the spiritual ros-
trum. In this little volume le presents
in succinct form the substance of his
lr ctures on the Molecular Hypothesis
of Nature; and presents his views as
demonstrating a scientific basls of Spir-
{tualism. The book is commended to
all who love to study and think, IFor
sale at this office. Price 25 cents.

“The Religion of the Future” By 8.
Weil. This is a worlk of far more than
ordinary power and value, by a bold,
untramuieled thinker, Spiritualists who
love deep, clear thought, reverent for
truth alone, will be pleased with it, and
well repaid by its perusal. For sale at
this office. Price, cloth, $1.25; paper,
50 cents. o
~“Mahomet, His Birth, Character and
Doctrine,” By Edward Gibhons, This
i3 No. 6 of the Library of Liberal Clas-
sles. It Is conceded to be historically
correct, and so exact and perfeet in
every detall ag to be practically beyond
the reach of adverse criticlsm. Price, |

485 cents. For sale at this office. -

FIFTEEN CENTS !

PROF. BARREIT'S ADDRESY,

Other Subjects Treated of Espe
clal Interest,

——— v

The Progressive Thinker is to be gent
three months for 15 cents to all New
subscribers, i

Spiritualists, keep posted in current
Spiritual events,

Why remain in ignorance? Why
don't you keep posted in regard to the-
great Spiritualistic movement? Prof.
Barf'ett delivered an address before the
National Associgtion of Spiritualists,
It was an lmportant one, and should be
read by every Spiritualist in this broad
land. We have had his address (which
::ov.ers three pages of 'he Progressive
Thinker) and five other important Jeg--
Lur.es and articles embodied in one paper, :
w{uch we propose to send forth to illh:
ninate the minds of those who have not: .
ha'd a1t opportunity to read them, N

The Hrst page of this paper contains - -
h‘el'ectu re by Col. Ingersoll, given in a
Chicago puipit. it scintillutes through. i
aut, o

'l‘he'second page contuins a highly in-
tl,?.rel:'tmg lecture by Murs, Corg L v,

" [H 3 |
Dl:dz.x,\,oud, on the “‘Dwellings of tha .-

'lzl‘lf% third page has a splendid articla - %
on “‘Science versus Theology,” in review
of Andrew D. White's two superb volo -
umes. 5

‘The fourth page has another excellent
lecture by Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond
oa *‘Spiritual Unfoldment.” g
The filth page is very suggestive .
throughout, and is devoted to the “Hin--
doo Teachers—They Will Try to Cap- -
ture the United States.” B

On the sixth pagecommences Prof,
Barrett's admirable address oceupying
three pages. ’

We will also, in connection with this
pn})er, send out another equally as valu-
able. The first page contains an excel.
lent lecture by Virchand R. Gandhi, a
learned Hindoo. The remaining seven
pages contain the wonderfully &xrilling
{1‘;'311'1-au\'¢_3 (founded on facts) entitled, |

The Night the Light Went Out,” ex- .-
hibiting many of the inside workines of
the Catholic Chureh, Besides the ad- -
dress by Mr. Ghandi and the remarka-
ble narrative, ““I'he Night the Light
Went Out,” the first page hasan excel- - -
lent communication obtained through -
Ouija. The second puge has a startling
statement in reference to the ‘‘lomish 4
Octopus—1t 1s Winding Its Poisonous’
Coils Avound Washington.” The poem
on the sume page, *'The Sad Picture of
a Wrecked Humun Life,” is wonderfully
suggestive.  The third page biss a steil-
ing illustration showing bow the ifomish . °
Chureh treats hereties. This page and
the fourth also have a continuation of
the “Romish Octopus.” The fifth page - -
has that remarkable poem, ““St. Peter
Atthe Gate.” Lvery frecthinker should .
read it. It isfull of excellent “pointa,”
1t also contains interesting facts in refs
erence W the Romish Church and offl.
ces. The sixth, sevonth and eighth
pages have the following: *‘Monuster i
1es ang Convents—Wlhere Those Alive.
Are kntombed.” ‘“‘Rider Haggard and 4
the Immuring of Nuns.” This paper §
alone is well worth the price of g year's -
subscription.

LEvery Spiritualist in 1bis broad land.
should have these two papers, Our.
rvg}ll;ir subscribers have alrendy read .
lh.vu' contents. lor 1ifteen cents we -
will send the Progressive Thinker for
three months to ull New {rial sub-
scribers and ‘also send these two valu-
able papers.

Bear in mind that by New subseriber
we meav one who has not been on our -
list for at least three months, 'T'hose of - i
our present subseribers who wish to buy -
these two papers can have them both
now for five cents. All of our regularg
subscribers Lavae read thelr contents.

Send The Progressive Thinker three
months to some friend, and thus get -
him interested in the cause. Stamps ;. :
taken on small orders, L

We slocerely hope that no Spirlituale 8
Ist will be dishonest cnough, or so dis- -
honorable, as to take advantage of thig
offer, by continuing his paper when the -5
time cxpires, in the name of some mem-
ber of his family (or some one else) tn'
order to get the benefit of this 15 cent
offer, on which the publisher does not
make a cent,
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VERILY, WHAT NEXT?

Under the head of “A New Pro-.
gramme,” we announced a radical new.
departure from the general routine of
work assumed by the average Spirituals
fst paper. We do not follow old
established  usages unless we are:
thoroughly convinced that they are the
best, which is very rarely the case. We:
established the original dollar Spiritnal- .
ist paper, and iutroduced a new era in
the line of Spiritualistic journalism,
Qthers bave followed after us, but in'
all caudor the only thing in which they E
have equalled us, is in the price of the
paper-—oune dobiar, i

e now bave three books which we
scnd out at a nominal cost to our sub-"
scribers: The two volumes of the Ency-
clopacdia of Death, and Life jn the
Spirit-World, and The Next World In-
terviewed. The three volumes will be
sent out to those who remit a year's
subscription to The Progressive Thinkep
on tbe following terms: :

The Encyclopaedia of Death and Life
in the Spirit-World, when ordered
singly, will be sold at 50 ccnts per copy.”
The Next World Interviewed at 35 cts.
Those who order the three books at one-
time will get them as follows: o

Yol. L. of the Epcyclopaedia. . ..., §$ 45
vVol. 11, of the Encyclopaedia....., 45+
The Next World Iuterviewed..... .35

CUTOtAL v eernecr cieeiene veen. SLO5

NO. OF PAGES IN EACH BOOK,

vol. 1. of the Encyclopuedia..,....400°
Vol. 11. of the Eucyclopaedia.......400
The Next World Interviewed......250:

Each of these books 1S peatly and
substantially bound incloth, and printed
on fine paper, and as prices go, ave well

worth one dollar per volume. :

Bear in mind that this Library is be.
ing formed for the exclusive benefit of
our subscribers, and all orders for one
or more of these books must be accom-
panied with a year's subscription to.
The Progressive Thinker. To hll others
the price will be one dollar per copy.:

Just think of the great good that will
be accomplished by this plan which we
pave outlined. * Tell your neighbors-
gbout 1, and get them to subscribe for
The Progressive Thinker. o

Remember, please, that in order to ob-
taip these three books for $1.25, yoy
must send along & year's subscription
to The Progressive Thinker; the paper
one year, and the tlhiree books costing
$2.25. It is the subscription to the"

per that enrbles us to serd you these -
three books at cost. . - s
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