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: QALITTORNIA PHILOSOPHER
STARTLES THE WORLD WITH
THOUGHTS OI' DBEP IMPOR-
TANCETOLVERY SPIRIITUALIST—
HE ADVANCES ON TO A NEW
PLANE, WITH THEORIES AND
CONCLUSIONS  STARTLING IN
THRIR NATURE, AND WHICH
WILL BE READ WITH THRILL-
ING INTEREST. . e
o my brother and sister thinkers:—
-Tinding myself with an article in my
brain demanding to be released, 1 will,
by way ot -preface, or, if you please, 08
a text, tell you something.of the experi-
enees of an Bnglish clergyman who has
recently published a work which he

‘calls “The Great Secret, or the Modern

Mystery of ‘Spivitualisni,” The author

is both a clergyman and a shrewd man’

of the world, and apparently free from

he prejudicesthat usually attach them-

_selves to the man in a pulpjt. He is
,evidently a man of great talent, having
gained a fellowship in his college, and
_for many years occupled the position
either of editor or editorinl wiiter.for
the daily press of London. - At the same
.itime he has been: the rather popular
_preacher af vavious churches, though
always noted for his tendency to speal
_kindly of the “ﬂo‘dern Mystery.”

AR A WRITING MEDIUM.

‘His experiences .commenced with the
development of' is wife as a wrltingi
.medium, through whem, from time to
'\t‘nlgv : LY y o ?
thie hieart of the worshiperiof phenom-
epa. He also scems to have made thg'
acquaintance of almost every publie
‘medium who Las at-any -time been-high
.prlest or priestess of the Occult, to the
.worthy ecitizens of London. Angd he
‘has apparently been a-welcorned visitor
to the hpmes and seances of every dis-
tinguished investigator or fgll‘ﬂedged'
peliever In thdt city during the forty
years of which he writes. He bas in-
cluded bypnotism in his investigations,
_and has been guccessful both as oper-
ator and subject. He has even dabbled
a little in “Black Magic,” at least suf-
Lficlent to prove it a dread reality, So
.we have in this-author a.man wost un-
.usually qualified to deal intelligently
_with the subject. ‘That he is now, and
“has for almost all these years been a he-
Mever s evident,, for he narrates in-
cldents_and- proofs which would. carry
“eonyietion th every intelligent gand un”
-prejudiced - mind. -But his trouble has
_been that of every experienced investl-
gator. He Lias not only witnessed much
phenomena that could be explained as
due to the normal or abpormal powers
sof the mortal, but where there has been
“an evident “ghost” at work, mistakes,
apd at times evident fraud, have
troubled his ecclesiastieal soul.

So we have little but the usual mixed
expeifences of the average iuntelligent
investigator, A graln of

,JWHEAT 70 A BUSHEL OF CHAFF

= 14'%liimed by the Spiritualist as gbund-

ant compensation - fpr :the iofl and
trouble of long years of waiting upon
the “dear spirits.”- And to some minds
peflmpsst is. But to otheys there has
ever been flerce attempt to increase the
crop of truth. And It is herein that
the experiences of thls clergyman be-
-come interesting to every truth-lover
.the .world over, He, as we have said,
had hnd abundant experlence {n both
"public and privateseances, but his path-
.way to progress seemed blocked. He
“yas just us llable to the usual imper-
‘fections of spirit intercourse after many
years of such Investigations, as In his
:‘very. first slttings with his own wife
‘and a few chosen friends. So the ques-
tion became: “Is progress possible?”
And to solve this he trled an experi-
ment which inspires the present writer
to enll this attention to bis book. Kor,
as we have seen, the rest was what al-
‘most eyerybody can endorse, and say
“me too.” He determined to scek spirlt
Intercourse from the highest plane pos-
sible to the mortal, so that If there be
truth to themaxim “like tolike" he might
attract the very highest, and repel those
who come from the unseen to trouble
‘and perplex weary mortals. He de-
voted a house to that purpose. Not
- ‘merely were there rooms for use by me-
“‘diums and circles of Investigators or be-
lievers, but a chapel was prepared
swhere he himself conducted a religious
‘service twice a weck, and it was at the
- conclusion of this service that a speetal
‘sehnce was beld by the helievers pres-
ent.. The surroundin were most
Yrivolity was conspicuous
only by lts absence. The spirits had
proniised great results. For over a
year_at one tlme, and for months at
others,- these meetings were continued.
But no promise was fulfilled. Prayers

to God for light and truth proved no

more efficacious than the eternal
“Nearer my God to thee” of the usual
public seance, with its miscellaneous
“erowd. 4 ‘
ONE GRAIN OF WHEAT,

.80 our poor clergyman has his one
grain of wheat after forty years of hon-
est-attempt to make at least a pint of
it. He clings to that atom of truth with
‘his whole soul, but his earnest attempt
at progress has proved a life-long fali-
ure, although, apparently, every condi-

tlon was favorable to success. Since

-guch-is:the experience of the thousands,
once zealous, who have become “silent”
bellevers from the same cause, we may
well:ask: - Is Modern Spiritualism-fixed
gnd bounded like .thertheological -sys-
tenis of the past and présent? Is there
no hope -of solving its problems, over-
coming its barriers; --and : reaching a
higher manhood on this side of the life

line? Is the honest and convinced in-
vestigator to presently become discour-

aged, almost as o matter of course?

-1 know: there are.many.to whom the

possibility of an hour's chat with any
-spirit is of itself abundant satisfaction.

‘Like the average churclimember, they
are content, as they would say, to let
well enough alone. But even the pul-
. pit has-become & truthsecker, and im-
- patient of the limitations-of the past.
1t criticiges its own authorlties -and. its
‘0wn teachings as never before. In other
words, it is progressing. Can Modern
Spiritualism say and do the same? Un-
less. its trutbseekers can be introduced
to.congenial souls from the higher life,
and protected from the threshold spirit,
fntelligent believérs will continue to for-
" sake its gatherings. Its one great truth
of “demonsirated human immortality”
1will be absorbed by the churches, and
from lack of anything higher to offer,
the cult will gradually disnppear. What
are the possibilities for the believer in
~ Modern Spiritualism? Can he hope for
anything higher than has been reached
_ after forty years of honest.effort by the

“anthor of this work.

The present writer hopes to offer a
- gatisfactory reply  to -such questions.
...~ N8 experiences have been similar-to,

hef recelyed such tests ag ;delight!

the motive of the artlele now demand-
Ing exit from his brain.

, FULL OF PERPLEXITIES.

‘that Modern Spiritunlism is full of
perplexitics and uncertainties every
student discovers for himself, sooner or
later. The joy with which he welcomes
an assured tost at -one interview is
often clouded by misstatement at the
next. e finds that telepathy and elair-
voyance _explain ‘wany & good test
claimed as spirit return, But as there
are a suflicient number of his experi-
eifes which admit of no other explana-
tion thian the presence of intelligences
| who onve were mortals like himself, he |
| vejoices in the knowledge of human jm-
mortality, and avows Dimself a Spirlt-
ualist. It Is Liere that a great majority
of investigators, yest. The seance,
whether publie or private, brings them
messages and tests, - Those who mourn
declure themselves comforted. In
frouble they look to the Invisible for
wise counsel. In sickuess they seek a
Aspirit  prescription, Above .all {hey
ench desive to become a medivm, and
through weary weeks and months seek
development. Some succeed; others
fall, "Uhe life force of one can be used
for physical manifestations. In another
the influence must be entirely mental,
Here and there {s one whose medinm-

| ship seems to be a blessing to himself
. -i{and ethers. Huf forihe most part there

is a . developed fensitiveness: which
leaves the megiypy the gport.of the con-
ditlons, . Heayel);:perhaps, to-day, and
then. hell for g.week to come, With
his self-prqtecflq;; destroyed it is usual-
1y *woe bet_ido:}i(ﬂn,e»ppor-sensitlve who
Decames a publie- instrument “through
‘which a spirlt shall attempt to reach
a mortal, for, in most cases, mortal-and
spivit are alike on the plane of gelf,.
PHENOMENA OR CHURCH PEWS,
"Anothir cliss of ‘bellevers, who have
usually failed in develdpiiiecnt as me-
diums, either settle-down as-fvorghipers
of phenomena, or else carry themselves
and their beliéfs into the chureh’ pew,
and boast of ‘the liberal views of their
preacher. = - e
UNPROVED PHENOMENA, |
Rut-.there is a residuum; those who
have. grown heavy-hearted over the un-
satisfactory test and the unproved phe-
nomena, or to whom even-the best test
bas become weavisome, ‘They bhunger
for truth,. hey want the problems
golved, the mysteries explained. They
care nothing for tests. Physical ple-
pomena seemn (o be ‘unprogressive.
They. have already "proved,human im-
moriality, and now they crave. felfow-
ship’ with advanced intelligences, Bach
demands the truth for himself, other-
wise it is but a return to the old sys-
tem of “thus saith the Lord,” uttered
by somebody who:clalms to be his
mouthpiece. Nearly all, like the learned
author of “The Great-Seeret” find an
tmpassable barrier. They are not vic-
1 tims of mortal fraud. The family cir-
cle may have been an altar dedicated
to truth and.purity. The medium may
1 have been wife, daughter-or.son. Kvery
known - or suspected ~inharmony- has.
been eliminated, and ygt there is.no pro-
gress. Phenomens in plenty, but Truth
wears a vell, and lit{le of .xreal value is-
recelved. After years of such experi-
ence the believer finds he knows no
mote of God and man and the mystery
of life thap he did in the beglnning.

INTERESTING EXPERIENCES.

I propose o now give some of the
experiences of one belicver for whom
I can vouch, but which experiences
were merely an echo of the wasted
years of thousands as earnest as him-
self, until he, but a few months ago,
found g way over or through the bar-
rler which he had found so long im-
passable. For a score of years he had
been true to his convictions, endeavor-
ing to reduce all belief to a basis of
provable facts. His-own sensitiveness
permitted spirit approach, and some-
times the heavens had seemed to open
to shower blessings on his soul. But
foes came as readily as friends when-
ever the gate was ajar, so that, for the
most part, safety compelled him to
avold personal experience of spirit re-
turn. The active mind offers poor foot-
hotd to any spirit, so he accepted publie
office and labored zealously for the pub-
lic weal. But at intervals the experi-
| ences reappeared, and it seemed ‘ds if
the battle had to be “fought all over
again., He falled to .find any direct
cause which might account for the pres-
ence of his foes.” But they seemed to
have certain gathering polnts, For in-
stance, he could rarely visit a public,
library 1o select a book but that he
would be followed and annoyed for
hours by some “invisible,” seeking to
control him. It is true each Dattle,
when fought to victory, was usually
followed by a brief and happy
RE-UNIOR WITH ANGEL FRIEXNDS,
but the sense of danger made him only
the more earnest to close the door to all
spirit return. His method of fighting
oft the influcnce was to resolutely fix
his mind onr some matter of interest {n
his daily affairs. And this' would,
sooner, or Jater, prove successf{ul every
‘time. Any attempt to grin help from
the spirit side of life only scemed to
glive added power to the foe. - :

His last experience was rather re-
“{ markable. He had passed a most en-
joyable evening at o private entertain-
ment given by a local spciety. In the
middle of the might he sdddenly woke
up and found himself-praying to the
Holy Virgin, and:' invoking various
saints. It was an hour or more before
he could throw off the influence, which
at last left- only - after -asserting its
power to return at any time. This, as
1 have said, was his last experience,
and left him depressed, for the cause of
such an attack was impossible to dis-
{ cover. No Catholic had been in his com-
pany during the:.evening, nor had-he
read or even thought anything that
might have opencd the door. - Still it is
now six months since that battle, nor
has he experienced the slightest annoy-
ance from that time to the present.
The spirit world has opened to him as
uever-before. . And hérein lies the. mo-
tive of this article, for my readers will
naturally ask what further experience
came to him by- which he was thus
freed from his foes, and gained happy
access to his {riends., The answer in-
volves a chapter in the philosophy
which I fear may be considered dull
and uninterestingbysuch of my readers
as.are worshipers of phenomena. "

" SEYERAL CONSCIQOUSNESSES. - -

The assertlon thft manhood consist of
personal consclousuess with certain
powers of expression will not be dis-
puted. But such a.definition only par-
tially  covers the ground, for the fact

posses, blending with each other, hard-
Iy to-day permits of dispute. If -we
would hope-to understand anything-of

" ghose of this.clergyman, and thereln lies our own manhood these must be taken’

| copselousne

that man has several distinet-¢onscions-

g thiere: 15 the anfmal
; ss..- Ju°thiy the child usually.
Awells, aud wany a wap for the most.
‘part.of his life passes his life; It ig the
realw of -appetite, and the desive for
sensuopg gratification. It-is the fouu-
«dntion of morinl manhood, glorying in
ihe. exhibitlon of physlcal strength
and lyute force.
nated self that man the anlmal stands
-supreme. But this phase. of mauhood
gradually rises jnto and blends with an
“intellectunl donsciousness” that of It-
sell Jeaves him still but a higheranimal,
When this intellectual consciousness is
‘fully unfolded his chief pleasures are
flose of the mind lnstead of the body.
Out of his social and personal 'neces-

Y
OO0

‘sitles lie elaborates 1 system of -morals

and religion, which he modifies as he
advances, He discovers and makes use
of the forces of Nature, and becomes 2
powerful man, but remains ‘himself
limited by his refusal or incapability to
investigate apnything” he chnnot sce,
hear, taste or touch.” This le calls “us-
ing his reason,” and hoe glorifies hils own
limitations by the title of “‘common’
sense.” So we have man the animal,
and man the thinker, in a body appar-
ently somewhat independent of them
both. As.an animal be s inferior to
many others. As the thinker he has
gained th¢ supremacy, but only holds
it by perpetual vigilunce agalnst his
focs, visible and invisible, Thig hie-calls
“gelentific investigation and practical
application.” : :

THIS TWOIFOLD MAN
has ‘begun to make serious enquiry
whether there may not be yet a third
cousclousness, with & reason and com-
mon sense of its own, different in many
respects from those of man the animal
and man the thinker. He has found in
himself occasional manifestations of a
faculty or faculties wlich he canneither
amalyze nor define, - Intultion perplexes
him. e sometimes sees ‘without €eyes,
and hears without ears. And, mystery
‘of mysteries, he. finds thoughts occa-
sfonally passing to and fro without wire
or postal privilege. This lie calls “tele-
pathy,” and: fortbwith establishes o So-
ciety for Psychical Rtesearch. But the
dual man who lhad become a Spiritual-
ist was first in the field.. He bad recog-
nized this form of cousclousiess as dis-

-tinet from that of the intellect, and by

it use had discovered that the man who
died yesterday was still a near neigh-
bor, and sometlinds able to prove it
But to cnter this consciousness he was
compelled to leave behind much of the
eason- and commonh sense both of the
auimal and the thinker, ,Yet he dls-
cerned that here also was both a reason
and o common sense. which - must. be
used under peualty of much mortifica-
tlon and eveén dauger if disregarded,

.. 8g we bave . e
MAN WITH THREE ' CONSCIOUS-
’ ) 'NESSES: |

tliat of the animal, the intellectal and
the psychical, And this type of man-
hood hasg, for the most part, dominated
the world of Modern - Spiritualism.
They have scemed steps forward in per-
sonality, but the result has often, and
indeed usually, proved disheartening.
The development of the psychic cop-

scigusness has not proved to .be alto-{

gether the advance he had hoped. He
has discovered that both the animal and
thie lntellectual consclousness are re-em-
bodied in the life after death, and that
most of his experiences prove them ‘es-
sentially unchanged. He finds his holi-

.est aspiratlons no safeguard against

misrepresentation and deceit. He has
no assorapee that the ‘gemiine appear-
ance of to-day will not be counterfeited
to-morrow. The test which he" once
Falued sd. highly he discovers {o be no
proof of identity. At lie eyen hegins

),

‘torsuspedt’ that at tinteslie Wity Ge in:

contact with intelligetices that have had
Hio human or mortal -experience. And
as he watches his fellows who have be-
come most sensitive he sees them too
often subject to obsessions which de-
grade thejr manhood. He sees Investi-
gators and believers founding societies
which flourish for a time, but with the
fnvariable result that the' menibers
elther become ‘mere worshipers of phe-
nomena, or else  become  discouraged
with the dull monotony of the meetings,
and prefer ratlonal sermons from rad-
ical pulpits. And it dees not yet ap-
pear how welding such societies into a
federntion with a national head Is going
to overcome any of these limitations,
or break down the barrler which seems
to bar the way to the advantages which
certalnly ought to result from the de-
velopment of the psychic consciousness.
PSYCHIG CONSCIOUSNESS.
Thur far my friend, whose- exper)-
euce I am here recording, had traveled
a Deaten path. Like the author of *“I'he
Great Secret,” he was longing for some
spirifual advance. Both-alike had full
and unsatisfactory experience with the
psychie consciousuess wlhich apparently
had openéd. o realm of doubt and un-
ceriainty in almost everything save the
facts of human fmmortality and spirit
relurn, e had become a man with
three counsciousnesses, and unless he
¢ould find yet a fourth consciousness
his advance was hppeless. And it is at
this point that his cxperiences begin to
be especially interesting to those of us
with like aspirations, .
Now let the reader.imagine a mind

ALMOST. FIERCELY STRUGGLING
against dogmas and faith-taught supet-
stitions that embittered his childhood,
For years he upholds reason gs the only
liberator of the mental slave. He car
ries this reason of the intellectual con-
sciousness to the psychic realm, striv-’
ing to reduce its manifestations to a so-
called demonstrdation: of natural phe-

-nomena. True to his own limitation, he

upholds - a Spiritualism whose com-
munion must be soul to soul on the hu-
man level; ignoring -any - attempt ' to
reach n First- Cause as impossible to a
finite mind., This is the man now fac-
ing a barrier apparently -limiting his
progress, and impassable to either his
{ntellectual or higpsychle consecious-
ness. He determines to.try an experi-

"ment and for-a month silence his own
‘reasonl’ by ‘assuming the existence of g

delty who'may be reached by mortal
man, It was thetask of his life; as any
one will dis¢over who undertakes to
sllence every. critical thought concern-
ing a long-opposed dogma, but swithout
any reason to doubt the correctness of
his present views. So it happened, if
anything “happens,” that whilst sitting
ono evenilly silent and alone, as had
long been his wont, meditating on God
manifest to man, hesuddenly discovered
that he was unfolding a higher con-
sciousness. What seemed a supernal
glow thrilled every nerve, and imparted
a sirange sense of an impersonal Deity
become personal to him. Life itself
secemed to become deific, and a sense
of divine love became almost overpow-
ering. Naturally Le suspected self-
bypnotism, and looked for cause
and effect to alike cease. But the mor-
row brought no change, and weeks and
months as they passed only demon-
strated that be had reached “spirit con-

.| sciousness” and had found it a step in

advance’ of the psyehie, with -the old
‘barrier disappeared forever.

THIS. SEXSE OF DIVINE LOVE,
which at first was homogeneous, as if it
.were the all in all,: commenced, as Her-
bert Spenrcer would say, to differentinte.
It began to make demands upon:him
.which mast be heeded.- Here were the
old annoyances that had proved so dis-
heartening, and even dangerous-from
the psychic level, passed and gone. But

It "is" as inear-’

N TE L

he psychle ToRIm’ wag ag red!
It slmply _sgé ed-gow to:be app:
froni the side bf the s

astral. - Pho¥hIfit “was suprenie, claim-

Ing.its .hom'q;‘ég)fefv'éry bunjan betng, but’

demanding retoguition “bpfore” tmmor-
tality can be hésuve(, gnd asserting that
the next lrd's itself but ggtrel and lim-
Ited vinlesy t_li!s diving ‘o spirit’ eon-
sclousness 18’ unfolded, | Tlhis  Divine

Spirit inheridl thus to liu]'quuty claims:

‘to be ever-prélent, but to fo<respeet the
‘inherent seltltéod of every mortal as to
patiently walt until the Dpman ego, by
its own witll power and gspitation un-
folds tlie hl"gli by c'o_ns(:lousxless,‘ elther in
this life or¥th next. ~Then comes a
sense of “sbiiship,” whicli ;I‘uxy be. called
the “Christ pliithe”. wliere (iod and man
mieet.” ‘And with this” discovered filial
relation is opened an {nexhaustible sup-

generally understood as piayer is thus
as impossible to my friend as vver. He
slioply says: “Here Is my futher's In-
exhaustible supply. As a son I have
the privilege dnd right to this abound-
ing love and this universal life force.”

And presently'the glow of ‘health blend-:f -

ing with Divine love is cousclously in-
fused throngliohit” ks ‘system. But it

is here ‘that the' “God ~withii” com- |

mences hig demands. - And’at this point

the reader must ohicé agaln turn back

briefly to the philos¢phy of human con-
sciousness. = T
All conselousness -

-IS.A QUESTION OF" VIBRATION.
Let a pendulum oscillate some eighty
times a second gand a sound is produced.
It only the movement be sufficlently in-
creased we have light instead of sound.
Our bodily senses express oply the ef-
rects of material vibration. And our
thoughts, whatever thelr. source; can
‘only express themselves through the vi-
bration ~of fuattér. ‘I'he -animal con-
‘selousness works' amidst'matter whose
vibration is compaiatively ‘slow. ‘The
intelleetual consciousness dlealing with
the finer forces of Nature finds its satis-
faction ‘on i higher level, but for the
most part limits' its grasp to matter vi-

brating at the level of mortal sense.

THE PSYCHIC "CQONBCIOUSNESS
i sensltive.to;matter vibrating beyond
{he range of the merely intgllectual. It
sees without, juortal. eyes, and heprs
without movrta) ears. - And it discoveres
tlint human life I existing amidst mat-
ter in this stale of vibration, But just
as these several ptates of conscloysness,
blend. and.overlap.into each other, so
the psychjc . finds, itself at times,.and
imperfeetly, enough:at the best, In con-
taet with matter ip. vibration so far be-
yond its own normal experience that it
can do llittlp mora. .than. nrealize: that
here is humap intelligence, but express-
ing itself .amidst vibrations .that seem

| ta permit almost flie sublime, It sgems
ng- §€: vibratigns -of the ether had been .

reached amidst which the emaneipated
soul finds. powers.of expression that are
“rod-like” to the limited mortal. . This
fs the-spherpaf spirit cansclousness
whiclt I bellgxa,my. friend bas entered,
and -which is,;@f.course,, equally = ac-
cessible to.qygryother mortal. But the
all-important pajpt to remember is that
al] states ofygonscionsness are reached
by thought; apd in. no other way.
Thought segypsito be the power of the
soul expressed in . yibration. Thus the
gensual thoughty vibrates jnto,the ani-
mpl -sphere, with all ifs passions and
terrible . lipidatlons, . Let; the .. soul
think to the fritteand it heeowmes brutal,
If- the thougixt,bg purely inteljectnal jts

-vibrations-.peppdt no appyoach to the

bsyehie realm, ; But it is_gnite possible
to_blend both,pnimal apd Sntellectual
thought with the, psychic consclousness;
and herein; §g its dmitation, , For intelli-

genees segliing; pexpression {p, §ucl;,.;ﬁi;

Jhrations:ang. gager, fo make, cgntact:w
‘the mortal, Ogngclonsness of the spirit,
whiclls fap higher . Jn {ts' vibration,
must algo be reachied by mortal thonght.
But it demands -, that. the. thought be
-chastened, purified and cancentrated be-
fore the mortal can. climb thitherward.
IMITATIONS: AND . PERSONATIONS.
It 18 true that bright spirits have at
times succeeded inpenetrating the dark-
ness of mortal life . for a brief hour.
‘Many an- fuvestigator has been thus
favored, only. to find. his experience fol-
lowed by hnitations and personations
nearer his own level of theught. He
must himself by the power of thought
vibraie into the consciousness - where
bright -spirits dwell {f ke would hope
for the blessings that, for the most part,
are only latent to -day in Modern Spir-
itualism, - .
THOUGHTAND:SPIRIT VIBRATION.
So my friend haq, in obedience to this
law of Nature, vibrated by his thought
to a splrit'leveél 'wiilch he found per-
vaded by an“intenst consclousness of
the Divine prescnce persornal to each
splrit, and recognized by all- as the life
amidst ‘which ‘each “llyes and moves
and has his being.” He- found himself
invited to a table where everything his
soul craved-wab in etérnal plentitude—
but only oh a cértain condition. The

' Divinelove g prepared the feast from

all eternity, -but he, the'sounl, must him-
self ‘hold his' thought to the spirit vi-
bration-or lie would first ind his appe-
tite gone, and presently even the table
would vanish and the Dlvine love itself
become once again Imperceptible to the

soul, Everything ‘he- receives he must
_distribute. ‘Che love, --the health,: the

strength, in short the Divine fullness
e receives only-asa channpel, and.can
himself sense.the blessings only a8 they
are flowing-through him to-others. In
this sphere.thoughts are things, and he
cannot think even an unkind:thought of

.a fellow 'mortal without.by 50 much

‘becloudiug his owrd: soul. . Jn - other
words, by subh a thought he lowers the
vibration' by~ : which ke -bad climbed

‘heavenward... 80 he: finds 'the: “God
.within™ & taskmaster holding him by

lovo to a:lifelongstruggle.. His progress,
like, the doming tide, may ebb and flow,

Jbut it Is advanoed: by every-efTort, for
‘such :is the method of spirit progress

and-growth ofigout. - v o - -
LIGHT OF THE'HIGHER WISDOM.
-Notv T may'hisk niy friend what he
finds he has roqify izaliied, so that I may
make comparfdéi:®” At his highest level,

he tells me, He'fiskis Limself in contact |’

with intelligeneéd®human like himself;
-clafming like ¥&perierrces and offering
glad brotherh§d!l From - themr comes
‘no name; no' stArBing test, since for the
most part their*fiowledge of hils lower
life is simply’ fifstory ‘of an aura, as
'told by :every htlman -soul to all who
can fead it. Tod #f-called tests and phe-
nomena ‘such38pitits. must themselves
descend, and -€bid 15 nb duty in the light
of the higher Witdom. But they gladly
impart knowledgé]tand have solved for
‘him some mysteries.:- And . once and
again they lifiveIntroduced him to-a
rgrand temple . where they: themselves
‘gather, amid suiroundings no pen. of
mortal may describe. - - R

As we have sedn, the very, first effect
of his new experienceé was to close the
-door to those who had troubled him in

-ihe past. At times dnd without any re- |

quest on his part they bave spoken of
sonte comipg évent; and offered wise
scounse). Apd-le has found
amidst the security-of a sphere of truth,
instead of doulit and. insincerityt They

have beeh intensely practical, pointing |
to the fact as 4 mortilcach gtate'of con- |-

'selousness is necessary to'him, and each
ito be“lived ' as oceasion may demand.
but every time and -everywhbre the

-higher is-to: absolutely --dominate - the

lower.: Yet By living to the hiigher alone
there is both galn'and loss. -Amidst its
Yibrations the s0-called mirncles ¢f -heal-

himself |

[

o PTE -
poisible po-Oay as I the.pas

iDg arany
.cagling aside. the liwitatiops of gelfish-
~Desg,” 'ave . - healing,
.which are “subject to the law  of

petlenced” -and . wielded this thought
‘power. -But he presently found that- it
-demanded a concentration incowpatible
with the use of the other conscious-
nesses upon which-the dally life of most
of us is founded. Sgushis present posi-

‘heaven on earth, which lie can-only ex-
press. ag “God manifest in:fhé flesh,”
But like the eareful housekeeper who

call | diseases
vibration, . Anad jpy friend has both ex-| lif

.tlon he finds in Dhis/hours of. silence a’

A

'-‘f.‘-ﬁ ..- :.“1;,“.‘. "V“: o N ' - S [
Jing ara ay posst] , ) thie. past.} purtfiés from the’ cellar to garret, o
¢ appr | Aadthercare matiy o eaith to-day who, N VA zo each
bt tlie spivitiiistead of. the. iinitations of elfeh f

gtrives without evasion to utilize epch
state of consclousness, and by careful
coutrol of thought to stil} maintain his
entrance to the higher realm of his own
fo. . S .
Theaboveseeinsto expressforthemost
part the present change in my friend’s
views, but necessarlly without any pre-
seutation of the special teachings of-
fered by his angel friends. I hope it
may prove sufliclently-interesting to In-
duce others to also discover thelr own
higher consciousness.
A . CHARLES DAWBARN, -
Ban Leandro, Cal.

SHADOWS FROM THE GHOSTLY
LAND-SHAPES WHICH DROVE A
YOUTH 10 MADNESS — COM-
PELLED - BY -HIS PARENTS TO
“CONSORT  WITH - DEMONS —
~CURED, BY ONI ADJUDGED AS A
MAD WOMAN, BUT SHE PROVED
TO BE.A SPIRIT MEDIUM WITH
MOST REMARKABLE POWERS,

. “The charge that 2 manmay be, under
some eircumstances, frightened by his
shadow Is not extravagant, saysg the
Clocinnatl Enquirer. The claim that he
s affrighted by shadows, or things
whieh are only seemingly terrible, near-
ly as often as by realities, is susceptible
of proof, and therefore sound, There
are men who are coustantly attended
by & horde of dark reflectiong from the
most hoirible images imaginable, in the
light, in the darkness, in solitude and in
crowds. And sometimes they are more
‘than reflectlons—theimages themselves,
materialized and gentfent.” . [
Thus spoke Mr, Willlam Harrington
‘at a conference of occultists in this city,
whieh was attended by representatives
from eight eities, "Mr. Harrington is a
New England man, an educator, a
thinker and writel, and something in
the way of jllustrating the idea he had
so stropgly expressed was expected
from his ready tongue. ‘
. “I knew a wan,” he continued, “who

Dby them driven.tp their own supposed
abode, where cverything Is shadowy;
and T have fdlr evidence that another
person, .woman, was go persistently
‘followed by similar phantomps that {hey
forced her into a refreat for the insane,
If these agents of doom were more than
shadgws, and filliny ones at that, none
but. the. vict/ms could

©,. DISCGOVER THE.FACT. ..

" “The man I will call James-Aughton,
without vouchitg for the correctness of
the name, While he wis yet a boy he
hécame acquainted with speetral things
“and told how it cameé about. He slept
alone in & room occupied by no one clse.
Hearing unnsual noises, he arose one

night' to find- the ‘cause, and dis-
covered that he was - accom-
panied o his search by - shad

ows ‘blatkey than the darkness, They
followed close and imitated his move-
ments, péeriig into dark' covners ‘and
behind -doors;"and turning nervously to
look o¥er ‘their shoulders when the di-

Young Aughton became niore nervous
‘at these misty apparitions than at- the
continudance of the strange sounds, and
in a panic -he rushed back to bed and
lny, sleepless  and trembling;-with his
-head under the covers tiR morning. .
“How lit'detniled hig adventure-to un-
superstitious parents, begging that he
niight have a bedfellow or sleep else-
wheré, and thelr refusal of the request,
followed by severe castigntion when he
persisted, I need not dwell upon, They
déclared that the boy should be cured
of such pilliness by familiarity with iis
cause, rather than confirmed in it by
humoring’ his whimsicalities, and so
they forced him to oecupy the belen-
guered room strictly by himself, as they
thought. . ’

“Whether he was ‘frayed by things
that be not,’ or other wise, is not to the
point, To his senses of sight and sound
the room was filled with cruel, torment-
ing things—shadows 'from that limbo
-where they are carbonized to the deep-
est ebony shade—mocking demons that
speered at his trepidation; tormenting
demouns that darted down upon him
from the gloom, and chuckled at his
fright; fighting demons that tore and
mangled and choked cach otler; de-
mons with breath so hot that

THEY STIFLED THR AIR

“These were enough to mvnké night
sufficiently hideous, but: there were
gounds.from unseen and unimaginable
sources, - low Dbut distinct Mlke ‘the
growlingsand howlings of wild beasts,
to add to the boy's terror, and in a faw.
drys after his first fright he showed
strong signs of dementia and refused to
eat, talk or dttend school.” His parents
did not yet tnke the hint, but were firm
in thelr decision that he should occupy
- the dreaded.chamber and consort with
its terrible - shadows. ‘Imaginary
spooks' was the name applled to them
by Aughton pere and Vmere; but when
even the imagination pRoples a room
with.such shapes there is suffictent oc-
caslon for alarm. The child who sees
gobling- in- the darkness should be
brought to the light at once, else things
unsatisfactory to the sight will be
more and more. . . |

“Jimmle's parents . boasted. to -the
nélghbors that they were making rapid
progress in conquering the boy’s stub-
bornness, and sald it was simply his
aroused self-willthatkept him from eat-
ing and talking. School attendance was
not of so. much ‘consequence for the
time being, but no . long time would
elapse before he would be beit to that.
"He was.getllng olong finely, and had
.stopped cowplaining, probably-because
‘he had found that-the objects of his
fear . .- o

.~ WERE WHOLLY IMAGINARY, -

4Byt hie-had ot so found. ‘To lim
they were real, and he discovered -that
he was {he speclal objéct of their per-
secution; thut they.remitled no effort

and ibose annoyances which 'were his
_most décided averslon were those most
frequently and monotonously: repeated.
There was more than enough variety,
however; in these shadowy gymuaastics.
Sometimes they were interspersed with
murders, sometimes with executions, al-
ways with tortures most agonizing, and
the grosser the diabolic horror the
greater the enjoyments of thé partlei-
pants and the terror” of the mortal
spectator. Through many long nights
he was roebbed of sleep by these antics,
and they were certainly engrossing his
mind all the time, whether sletping or
waking. : ‘
“He had remained silent more than
six months, refusing fo answer ques-
tions or in any way join in conversation,
-eating furtively a few mouthfuls daily,
never at the family table, when ope day
‘he said to his mother: - - SR
““I'm going to join 'em.”
“‘Whe, Jimmic? she asked.
2 *“Why the Devil's army, that has so
‘much fun in-my room every night, If
I belonged to 'em I could have:as much
fun as theydo” -~ -~ ; .
. % *Nonsense, Jimimle; the Devil has no
al'm}'-" P T - . [N
"* T say he has, and 2 big one. More

RGN

"R GRITIGAL STUDY OF OBSESSION.

ply from a Divine storeliouse. What is |.

by shadows was pursued to his~death;

réctlon of the noises seemed to-change. |}

ieen ’

to make themselves obnoxious to him,|:

THE DARK SIDE OF LIFE VIVIDLY ILLUSTRATED.

than 1,000 are kiled every night, but
the army never gets any smaller, I be-

there must be 1,000,000 of ’ein, "They.
scare me awfully, and I'm going to join.
‘em and get ovel' the scare.’ o

“The mother was troubled. The long
silence was broken in'a way quite un-
expected, indicating, as the good woman
thought, - . . = - L0

A MIND DISEASED. -

“She .communicated her -fears to her
husband; who- in a fippant way de-
clared that the boy was playing crazy
Jjust to carry out his scheme and gain
his point, and this plan the old gentle-
man declared he Aould defeat. The
puritanle idea that every thing resemn-
bling insubordination s an unpardon-
able sin-was a prominent factor in the
mental processes of the elder Aughton,
and he -guarded against it in his ip-
ferlors with every carnal weapon at
command. Jimmie must be disciplined,
 not:coddled, -was the substaunee of his
conclusion, -

MIinmie became dally more {ntract-
able after these -few words with Lis
mother,-and soon he expressed scorn of
the  parental authority by word and
deed. He became-blasphemous—a rank
crime In his father’s view, almost as
sinful as insubordination— and he was
chastised with most bratal severity, In
the night following the boy crept silent-
ly from his chamber to bhis :father's
room and stabbed the old man in his
sleep, then -ran. through the house
shrieking and.howling as if pursued by
a horde of fiends. He was overtaken
and secured, still fighting with shiadows,
raving in words as loose-as heaps -of
sand, and scattered wlde from sense,
full of ineoherent images reflected from
that which. .the . world calls frenzied
brain, but they were more real to Llm
than anything else in lis dreary life,
Who can say they were not absolutely
real in that chaotie deep whither young
Aughtod’s mind had wandered?

“The father was dangerously, but not
tatally hurt. He recovered in eourse
of time. The mother’s heart was rent,
from which she never recovered, and
for & long period following the removal
of het son to an insane retreat her life
was despaired of. He was taken'away
from home “in feiters, otherwise he
would have Injured himself and his at-
tendants. Writhing, frothing and utter-
ing terrible oaths—this -was his condl-
tion when hismother's tender eyes final-

,RESTED UPON HIM IN LOVE,

I visited the asylugn where he was
confined when he had been there nine
years or more, H¢ was still in a
straight-jacket, and, as one of the
keepers remarked, '‘as’ crdzy s fnan as
ever bréathed It cecurred to me that
a spirlt medium with whom I had sowe
acquaintance might find out more about
his condltion than the learned doectors
of the institution had been able to dis-
cover, and I made a proposition to this
cffect. It was pooh-poolied. No; they
had all the lunaties through Spiritual-
ism they then wanted.

“!Any through religion? I asked.

“‘Yes a few.

“‘How many of these are at present
under your care? .

“After‘deliberating a moment one of
the keepers said: ‘Ninc;” whereupon an-
other corrected him by stating the num-
ler to be ‘cleven,” which, after some ¢x-
planation, was agreed to,

“‘How many through Spiritualism?

“There was an awkward pause, &
whispered conference, and then they
admitted there was only one,

“‘Man or woman?

“ ‘Woman.',

“‘What are the peculiar features of
her dementia? .

“‘Oh, she thinks she can talk with

them?
“‘Easily managed?
* ¢She’s not speclally troublesome.’
“‘Can 1 see her? :
“Permission was obtained, and an in-
terview with the lady convinced me
that she sgs forms and heard the voices
of a delegation from the angelic host.
She told me correctly some incidents in
my life, mentioning details I had for-
gotten till they were recalled by her nar-
rative, and she finally sald that I had
been prompted to visit the unfortunates
in that retreat by a good spirit, and
from this visitmuchgood was promised.
At a visit a few days later I managed
to 'bring Mrs. Fogel—the demented lady
—and James Aughton face to face, and
thence '

r

OCCURRED A STRANGE SCENE,

. ““Why, that poor man is literally be-
set by demons! exclaimed she, at her
first sight of the man, ‘and it's no won-
der he is out of his senses. He is com-
bative, too, without patience or rest.
Must be that they want to kill him.
Yes,' she mused, ‘they are murderers,
and seek to destroy everybody they can
Dbring. under their influences,”and they
evén fight among theémselves, and are
enraged because they'cannot kill each
other. You do not see them? “Strange.
Probably they are tgo diaphanous’ for.

- yqur vision, hut. I have seen the same

kind" hefore, and caslly recognize their.
character... They used to ¢ome to mé.’
“sHow did you get rid of them?
¢+ prayed them away.’
““To whom did you pray? -
4«Tg the Everdiving God. He only
can answer prayer.’ : -

¢ “Will you not pray in behslf of this
man also.’ ’ .

“Indeed I will} and with®ut cere-
.mony she kneeled upon the stone floor
and supplicated God to come to the re-
{ief of Aughton and save him from the
sviles of devilish spirits. Long and fer-
vent she prayed, to the surprise and evi-
dent annoyance of the keepers, who

‘them from doing so. Ap ardent man-
per, eloquent words and undeniable sin-
cerity on the part of Mrs. [Fogel soon
impressed évery one there with the im-
portance of the effort, and its sugges-
tlons. were-profitable to all. At.length
Aughton becaue calmer and before the
supplication was finished he gave close
attention to the.lady, which the keepers
propouniced a good. sign, --as: his»mind
had not for many years taken. cogniz-
ance of anything but - .

L ‘y' "HIS OWN SUFFERINGS.

He looked at her beseechingly, and for
a.moment a melancholy smile modified
his sdturnine visage. - .
“Next day Mrs. Fogel was requested
to visit- and pray with the man again,
he havifig béeome more tractable after
her fitst visit..She objected, - urging

lieve 1t gets ‘larger all the tlme, and

spirits and sometimes that she sees

wished to -interfere, but.I :prevented |-

P R I S .
that ‘mauny bod:splrits bad ‘called and
threateded her with vengeance if.-she
.did not deslst from efforts . to . assist
‘Aughton by prayei; and she urged that
alveady her burdens were too heavy for -
lier strengtl, N

“But finally she was persuaded to go
Aughion recognized her presence by
sllence and a sickly smile, and she ind
Anediately remarked upon ihe reduce)
number of shadowy beings tormeniink
Lim, saying it.was a good omen. He ut
tered but one word: | .

“Pray? said he. '

*T get this incident from one of 1hy
keepers, and give it from memory of hig
detail. Mrs. Fogel fmmedigtely Luelt
and began her supplication by thank-
jog God for His answer to her prayer
of the previous day. ‘And.now the dis-

| bosition 1o vouchsafe us Almighty hel) .

is manifest,’ slie continned, ‘attune our
souls ‘to worthiness for its "reception.
Not only bless us, but make us desery-
fug of blessiug—a state we can galn
through Thy mercy alone. ,
Hvery day he begged for
THE VISITS O THHE LADY.

And- she began to lock forward fo this
recurring season of prayer in-behalf. of
a tellowvsuft’erer: with genuine pleasure.
The casé was of such intervest that I ob-
tained permission fo 'attend on these
occasions,and [ saw the gradual change
of Aughton from the waniacal ‘state to
a usual ‘condition of gentleness, with
paroxysms of ‘his old disease at loug]
Intervals. The straight-jacket was re-
moved, and within a year from the be-
gluning of these remarkable services
the man was permitted to associate
with hig fellow patlents for several
‘hours dally, Previous to the prayerful
effort in hiz Dbehalf he could not-be
trusted unfettered with one of his kind
for a moment for his dementla constant-
ly tmpelled him to murderous acts. As
sanity struggled to return, however, he
grew weak, and complained of illness.
Before be beeame helpless, a condition
that.soon fellowed, he showed a-de-
.cided disposition to talk about himself
and his calamitous life.

“‘I hear that wmy father and mother
are both dend, he said to me in one of
these talks. ‘Poor . mother!.. Fytin:
hurried her into the grave through Li-
eruelty to me! He could not sce the
truth, and lnsisted that I was wo
haunted by fiends that sought my de
struction; and thus he refused o guand
ine from thelr assuults. He was a pray
erful man, and often prayed that the
heathen might be rescued from the
spares of the Devil, but when these
sparesof the Devil, but when these snares
were set for his only child lie would
not belfeve it, but left me to battle alouc
with the powers of darkness. They
weére too strong for e, and 1 was
frightened by threats of injury if I re-
fused to submit to thelr will in all
things. Only in part could I cousent.
and hence arose a

NEVER-ENDING CONTENTION
till Mrs. IFogel came to my help. She
drove the miscreants away, and very
seldom have they dared to come back.
AD, there cones one now! hie exelaimed,
pointing to a4 window. ‘lfor God's sake
let him not come in,’ he pleaded, clutch-
ing my haud, ‘for he’s one of the worst
in the lot. He wants me to murder Mrs.
Trogel! :

**“Then we'll have him destroyed im-
medlately,’ 1 replied. ’ g

“‘Hab! That scares him, and he has
gone,’ sald Aughton. The paroxysm
wag, over, and peace reigned once more.
Toward the last his weakness was ex-
cessive and ravely be left his bed. Mrs.
Trogel became his nurse during the day,
and when she was Dot otherwise en
gaged he besought her to pray for him.
She was always ready forthis service,
and dequited herself to bis satisfaetion.
much to hig benelit, and largely to lher
own relief as well. Seeing them casual-
ly during these seasons bno stranger
would suspect either of mental alienu-
tion. Their conversation was not only
sane and sound, but often highly in-
structive,and thelr friendship, cemented
by fellowship in misfortune, was truly
pathetic. They had but oue point of
disagreement, the subject of which may
be gathered from a :
CONVERSATION BETWEEN THEM.

““The spirits of your father and
mother both visited me last night,’ be-
gan the lady, ‘and they want me to
labor to induce you to forgive your
father for his harsh treatment of you.'

“I will not.’

“‘But your refusal gives pain to your
dear mother.’

“0h, father has made her say so.
Ho always made her say what he
wished her to, but she does not want
anything unreasonable from me, I'm
sure, and forgiveness of the man who
wrecked my life would be unreason-
able) '

“‘Yon must forgive as you wonld be
forgiven,’

‘“‘What bhave I to

“‘Your sins.

“¢I have not sinned knowingly.

“*All are sinners, whether willfully or
through Adam's transgressions.’

“‘Kvery one must answer for himself,
us‘y;)'u hfive often told me. ‘

be forgiven for?

“‘Then T sghall decline to answer for
Adam. Let him settle his own account.’

“‘But you are leaving the subject—
the forgiveness of your father. His
spirit mourns at your stubbornness.’

“*How much better it would have
been bad his spirit corrected its blind-
ness many years ago.'

“He would not accede to the woman’s
prayer on this subject, but he was very
gentle In gll else. Some two months be-
fore his death she was pronounced
cured, but she indicated no purpose to

LEAVE THE ASYLUM.

In fact, she stayed while he survived
and ministered unto him to the last. 1
witnessed the death sceme. Aughton's
body was reclinging upon a couch,
while his head rested upon a piilow in
Mrs. Fogel's lap. )

. “‘Your motber and otlrer friends are
heére,’ sald she, i3 a low voice, ‘and your
father stands back in the corner like
ohe lacking a welcome. He looks much
‘distressed. Do you not think, dear, that
he bag suffered euough, and that io this
solemn hour he should be gladdened by
your forgiveness?
“No answer.

“ ‘He walked by his lights and did his
duty as be understood it. ‘Do not blame
him more for lnck of enlightenment.
‘Your mother joins in this prayer” = . -
~ “¢I'don’t see mother,’ whispered the
dying map. ‘Where s she? :
““ <Here at your side. : ]
“‘Ah, now I see her, and father, and
Uncle Joe, and—who is that? It's Aynt
IKate, and liere's father looking sad ln-
‘deed. Yes father, poor old man, I for-
g-i-v-e 4 o

“Breath was lacking to finish the sen-
tence, but we .understood that the
man's fron will had succumbed at 'last,
and that there was a reunlon in shadow
land, which would in some degrée com-:
pensate for the mortal ills of JFames
Aughton. ;. . . v n o
"“After ibe funeral I remarked to the
Superintendent of the asylum that now
he would lose his patient who at her
entrance was reported insane through
Spiritnalism. - . o
_'“Say not a trord, he answered, ‘She
is a prize, perhaps all the more worthy.
by her 8piritualism. In striving to cure
Aughton she improved her own’condi-
tton and endeared herself to all of as
here.  Through her instrumentality that
man died in his'right mind, and it Yooks
like a miracle, thaf which she acéom-
-plished. “God bdless her.' ™ -
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