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 PENFLASHES FRON THE FAGIFIG GORST,

+  BYDR.J. M. PEEBLES,

Docs the world move upward? Is

this a progressive perlod? Pessimists

"say not. Politiclans declare that the
party coming into power, no matter

" which, will surely ruin the country.

Preachers and a class of conservative
students quote n few of the sayings of
some cf the sages of Indla, Greece and
Rome, and then lapse into a woful pro-

i phecy of terrible impending eataclyss

physicalandsocinl, They tell of Turkish
atrocities, of the Cuban war, of uujust
Congressionnl legislation, and of the
wicked laws passed by the different
State Legislatures. All, everything is on
the way to chngs—and the golden uge of
legislution was in the past,
o Was it? Read the following from an-
cient Rome's famous *“twelye tables.”
", “A foreigner cun gain no property in
1 thing by long possession, * * * If
f debtor does not pay his debt when
due, the ereditor may take him. away
and Lind him with cords or with fetters,
- whieh most not be more than fifteen
~pounds’ weight, The creditor may keep
the debtor sixty days in jall. * * * A
father way kill at its birth.a child mon-
strously deformed. He shall have a
right of life #nd death over all his law-
ful children, and also of selling them as
glaves., It a father sells his child thrice,
the child shall afterwards be free from
him, * * * IIe who shall willfully
and maliciously set fire to & house or to
n stack of corn piled against a house
shall be bound, Dbeaten with rods
and burpt alive. Ile who slightly in-
sults another shall be fined twenty-five
pounds of copper. If anyone publicly
defame anocher, or make verses to his
“disgrace, he shall be Dbeaten with a
stick, * * * If he break the jaw-
bope of a freemitn, he shall pay three-
- hundred pounds of copper; if of a slave,
one hundred ayd #ifty pounds of copper.
® ¢ 2 There shall be no right of mar-
riage between the ‘Patrlelans and -the
‘Plebefnns. ¢ * ¢ Virginsg may exer-

. else themselves in running, wrestling,

“and throwing quolis and dartd, that
- their children may be strong. BEvery
“¢ehild must be examined at birth Ly the

-, wise men, If it be strong and well pro-
. portioned, orders may be given for its
" education; but if it be weakly and de-

formed, it shioll be thrown into a deep
cavern, or killed outright.”” Some of

~. thesc later lnws are no doubt of Spartan

. lglous thought. Unitarlans have nol,

or Greeian origin,
THEBIGOTRY OlI' UNIVERSALISTS,
CUnitarianism stands for lberal re-

“. establislied creed, no fixed confession

of faith. Unitarinnism is not to-day
~what it was in Chabning's time; not
“what it was m Theodore Parker’s time,
It is emivently elastic. Many TUnita-
“rians  are  distinetively “Spiritualists,
The sanie may be safd of their preach-
ers. In Drief, Unitarianism stands for
Hberalismy, It is the antipodes of Ro-
man Catholicism. Universalisma s a
sort of a half way house betweeh them,

Here isanIudiana *whereas,” with one

~of a serics of narrow, sectarinn resolu-

tions:
Whereas, The Universalist churches

" and convention of Indiana have been all

builded up to {heir present position up-
on the theory that the Bible is infallible
authority in all matters - of religious

. faith and practice:

Resolved, 1hat it is the sense of this
Universalist convention that the Cireuit
Committee and the officers of the
churches of the State should use their
influence to prevent the cmployment,
by any church in the State, of any min-
ister who is in any way given to the

practices set forth in the preamble to

.- doctrines

these resoluijons; and that the Cow-

mittee on I'ellowship of this convention

0 ought not to grant any license of fellow-

ship to any preacher who is not cer-
tainly known {o be in harmony with the
of our church, and es-
pecially a DULeliecver in  the Bible
- a8 an infallivle rule of faith and prac-

~ tice in all watters pertaining to the re-
* ligious life.

. "And yet, there are Spiritualists paying
out thetr moucy to build up this little
no-lhell scet—no hell hereafter, but a
bitter, persecuting hell in this world for
such as do not bLelieve the Bible to be
on “infallible rule of faith and practice,”
Including Solomon’s wife Dbusiness,

-: David’s moral leprosy, and Peter's pro-

" fanity.

‘- symbol

Univorsalism is now little more
thar anothier name for sectarian con-
servatism. It has Dbecome, in faet, the
of Dbigotry and theological
. pecksnifiianism,
The erudite B. F. Underwood well
says of it, in the Freethopght Magazine:
“But now, Universalism is conserv-
ative; it is overse to innovation; it
thinks more of religious ‘respectability’

“ than of reform; its preachers, many of

“.'{ts force.

- them, congratulate themselves on how
muel they, in contrast with Unitarians,
believe, and go beyond the orthodox
clergy in denouncing modern liberal
thought. ‘Che denomination is controlled
by a syndicate, so to speak, com-

- posed of extremely conservative men,
and the tendency the last few years,
has been to Freater conservatism in the
pulpit. Naturally the accesslons to the
churches are more conservative in char-

* geter than formerly. It is a waning
seet. As a protest agninst intolerance,

" Injustice and hunanity, and as a re-

form movement, Universalism has spent
It continues to exist now
simply as one of the nuiserous respect-

able seets of the day with no aggressive
.-tendencies, with no reformatory spirit,

' with no espécial work for it to do.”

. DR. WILLIAM EDWARDS CALLED

‘.. 'TO ACCOUNT.
* $Dr. Edwards is medical superintend-
ent of. the Kalamazoo (Mich.) lunatic
asylum].’ ) -
-Dear -Doctor:—Within the past few

" "ryears I hinve been called upon to diag-

.= reputed ifisine.
... to-my convictions as a.practicing phy-

* nose, or- treat; perhaps a dozen patients|’

in the Kalawnzoo. Asylum; called upon
* to do. so by the frlends (Mrs, Whistler,
-of Allegan; Mich,, being the last), of the
dne, Aceordingly, In justice

sician and of deep studies In the line of
psychology, occultism, and the invisible
influences surrounding human beings, 1
feel 1t my duty to thus personally ad-
dress you,

| It is not for the graceless purpose of
( eriticlsm, but more for the purpose of
suggestion, coupled with the hope that
You will study hypootism and the finer
magnetic forces, and so bring them into
bractical and permanent use in treating
the insane, that I fraternally write you,

I am of the opinion that no physician
should persume to medically treat the
insane, so-called; or, the really insane,
unless a close student of psychic re-
search, and an-adapt in hypnotism, bi-
ology and the psychic influences that
necessarily affect human lives for good
or il Huddling a class of afflicted in-
mates, pronounced insane, into one
great building, where each must p8y-
chically sense the vibratory auras of
the others, something as thiought affects
thought; and there dosing them with
drastic drugs, is a most potent method
for prolonging thelr mental derange-
ments, To the thinker, to the students,
and to the really learned physicinn, this
Is patent! How many of the medical
professors in the Michigan Asylum for
the insane are conversant with bypno-
tism and its ocenlt laws, together with
trance, visjon, Intuition, clairvoyance,
clalraudance, olsession—in a word—
rational Spiritualism; which Spiritual-
Isny, by the way, underlies all the moral
philosophies and all the great religions
of the world,

A united materfalism, bigotry and
Ignorance deny the demonstrated facts
that prove the reality of these psychie
phenomena, Still they occur., They de-
curred in remote antiquity, they oc-
curred in  New Testament times,
they occurred in the post- Apostolic
period, they oecurred during, and were
acknowledged by the Alexandrian
school of philosophers.

The refgn of law is now admitted. Its
sweep Is universal. The prineiples, the
lnws of the universe are immutable;
and, necessarily therefore, what trans-
pired in the, past, psyclilcully may-—
aud psyehieally doeés transpire in the
present, modified only by tjime; national
and racial idiosyncrasiex. We are sur-
rounded by and enveloped in a realm of
unseen forces and intelligences. The
clafrvoyant sees them. The clarandient
hears them. Joln upon Patmos heard
music in Heaven,  ‘I'his was not fmag-
ination, nor hallucination. Nor is it
such to-day. Much that {8 called hal-
lucination is spirit influence, and per-
Laps of u demoniae charncter, Invisi-
ble agencies affect and obsess at times
the more sensative of Luman beings.
This 1s not new. The late distinguished
Judge Edmonds, of New York, informed
me that he conscientionsly believed that
nine-tenths of the pronounced insane
were the subjects of obsessing infdu-
ences from the invisible world. The
living in this world may also obsess the
living. Jesus of old cast out these ob-
sessing demons. ‘I'he Apostolie I"athers
did the same, the Alexandrian teachors
had formulas for demagnetizing those
considered deranged. There are emi-
nent physicians in I'aris and Berlin to-
day who are making usc of hypnotism
and the psychie forces accompanying
Spiritualist mediums in treating the in-
sane, and with the most marvelous sue-
cess. Are you dofng it in the Michigan
Asylum?  Are you abreast of the times?
Have you made hypnotism and the finer
soul forees a study? Do you apply the
results In treating the insane placed
under your care? As an American eit-
izen, as a physician, and as president of
the Collegeof Science, Californta, where
these higher, finer forees constitute a
large portion of the curriculum, I
have a right—aye, it is my solemn duty
to ask these questions, and to press—
earnestly press—them wupon you for
consideration. I remain, sir, very truly
yours, J. M. PBEBLES,

San Diego, Cal,

Liberalists of all schools and espe-
cinlly Spirituilists should give more at-
tention to the study of hypuotism, sug-
gestion and the potency of the unseen
psychie forces.

The power cf the hypnotist over his
subject should not be thought of lightly
or minimized. It has been demon-
strated over and over again that the
hypnotized person is a very automaton
doing deeds and obeying the commands
of the hypootist that he would not do
if he were fully and consciously him-
self. The power of the hypnotist de-
pends upon will, concentration, sugges-
tion and fixedness of thought. Hypno-
tists maintaimng their identity over
these In those invisible realms are Lyp-
notists still, and may, and do, if they so
choose, influence both spirits and mor-
tals. When  influencing the latter un-
wisely. Ignorantly or maliciously it is
called obsession. Whatever opinions
may have obtained in the past, I think
no intelligent Spiritualist at present de-
nies the fact, sad as the fact may Le,

ANIMAL SOULS IN HEAVEN.

I have never known a scholarly repre-
sentative Spiritualist to affirm any such
irrational, uuphilosophical position, as
that the Drutes and insecls of this
world exist as such in the spiritual
world. 1 have-never known or lheard of
an Jdodependent  clairvoyant afliirming
any such stopid stuff. Patmos Joln's
beast with seven heads and ten horns
is not in existence; neither is Isaial's
description of the wolf, leopard, lion
and lamb, Iring’ down' together and the
child playing on “the liole -of the asp.”
If the piopiiel feferted to' anything
rational in this passage, it ivas to n
millennium on:carth. Theé fact of the
weaned. ehild:-puttivg its-band: into or.
“on the cockatrice’s. deny’* ig: the proof
that the whole .affair:pertaing-to this

world. G o )

The article of B..X,.Udelwood in do.
fense of animals and thel kind treat-
ment-wvas excellent: :T have often tried
to impress the samé thoyghts—kiridness
lto animals—upon my felloWien=-Hay:

ing only.this life as the mensure of | little" children, glorified sofls, and-the]

their conscious existence, they deserve
our care, atteniion and tendér kind-
nesses,

That old-time medium and sage of
Berlin Heiglts, Hudson 'Puttle, has
written columns upon columns against
the idea that lions and tigers, crows
and caterpillars exist hereafter as indi-
vidualized Deings. All independent
clairvoyantsknow enough to distinguish
between living entities and astral shad-
OwWs, or make-up automatons to please a
temporary fancy.

“Yes;” the objector says, “there's no
proofthat beasts aspire to immortality.”
These that say they do, should go to
work aund prove if. They have the
affirmative. To ask a Jogician to prove
a negative is cither ignorance, or cheeky
impudénce, Will some of {hose who ad-
vocate beast aud bug immortality ques-
tion these creatures, hear what they
suy, and report.

W. 1. Colville's band of controlling in-
fluences was asked both in private and
publi¢, while lecturing in Sun Diego,
if the animals of this world existed in
the spiritual world, and these exalted
intelligences replied through his organ-
ism, no! in language unmistakable,

J. J. Morse, twenty-seven years a
magnificent trance spenker and medium
for the higher intelligences, was asked,
when in San Diego last week, if ani-
malsand insects existed in the heavenly
world. The spirits replied, no! in terms
as unmistakable, as they were eloquent
and logical,

But we are gravely told that “animals
will cease to thirst for blood in the spir-
it form,” and serpents will no more hiss
nor sting, That will be nice! But how
does the writer know this? Where are
hfs proofs? Assertions are cheap, and
count little in this matter of brute im-
mortality. Yes, it is nice to be told that
the tiger will not growl over there, that
the adder will not sting over there, that
the rattle-snake will not bite over there,
that the bed-bug will not craw! over
there. Where then is their identity?
What hocus-pocus resurrection has so
suddenly made all these pests lively?

The San Diego Daily Union, of Sep-
tember 28th, Informs us that “Three
big rats attacked the two-months-old
child of Isaae Asher, Baltimore, Md.,
guawing and eating its neck and face
and head to such an extent that the
child guickly died.” Now, if man’s
identity remains—if men know them-
selves beyond the grave, rats, if immor-
tal, must also know themselves, taking
with them fthelr characteristics and
tendencles. Will these spirit rats de-
sire to gnaw the sweet faces of little
babes in the beautiful Summer Land?
“We must take “our pets with us" to
the Spiritual world, say a few Spiritual-
ists. Charles Carson, at the great San
Franecisco Exhibition exhibited the won-
derful powers and pranks of some
trained fleas, of wich the Examiner
sajd “he had beeome very fond.,” Wil
he still have those pet fleas—possibly
vast bevies of them, in the spiritual
world to love and train? Ilea im-
mortality!

Low as the Bushmen of Australin are,
they are capable of education and con-
slderable civilization, And yet I have
seen  them cateh and eat—eat  with
seeining relisu—the vermin from thelr
own heads. Mice they consider a del-
feacy. Have these mice and lice im-
mortal souls? Do they exist in the spir-
itual world?

It is a well-established fact that the
lower and gresser the status in the seale
of being, the more prolific. Plato dled
childless. Wayside weeds are exceed-
ingly fruitful in blossoms, while the
magnificent century  plant  blossoms
Lut omce in a hundred years. The
fecundity of insects is simply marvel-
ous; the apnils, producing by germin-
ation, begets sume 60,000,000 offspring
per year. The common spider pro-
duces 200 of its kind at a single brood:
the ant of our country, 5,060; the queen-
bee lays in one season H00.000 eges; a
single oyster contains, according to Poli,
no less than 1,200,000 eggs. The white
ant of India produces, during i part of
the season, 84,000 eggs each day. This
872,602,000 in a month. These figures
are not fictitious, but solid facts based
upon careful observation. And now,
saying nothing of unnumbered milljons
of lions, tigers, hiyenas, wolves, hedge-
hogs, lizards, toads, and slimy serpents
that inhabited the earth in the past,
think, reflect upon the c.antless myr-
fnds of aphides, oyste.s, fhis, bees,
waspa, flies, fleas, stinging mosquitoes
and poisonous serpents on earth to-day;
and believe, if you can, that they arc
immortal, destined to exist in the heav-
enly life. Why, they would form
spheres of animals, spheres of spiders,
spheres of immortal serpents, and vast
concentric zones of stinging mosquitoes,
absolutely measureless in extent, And.
what is still more unpleasant to contem-
plate, mortals born Into spirit life would
be necessitated to wade and wallow
through these spheres of insects, these
belts of lizards, and zones of spirit ser-
pents, on thelr way to the angel's home
in glory—the summerland of impor-
tality. .

But “clairvoyants see animals in the
spirit world.” -

Quite likely. So they professedly-sec
ships approaching us laden with gold,
see oil-wells where thére is no oll, lead-
mines where no lead exists and psycho-
logical pictures that have hardly a
shadow of reality in them. When clair-
voyance proves itself infallible, it will
do to place in it implicit confidence.
Clairvoyance should never De con-
founded with psychological presenta-
tions.

“But spirits say there are animals in
the spirit world.” Certainly they do.
And other spirit8 occupying different
planes and more exalted conditions, say
emphatically there are none, . . _ .

i Certain spirits earth-bound say any-

thing and everything. The way to stop"

the return of Iying splrits is to stop

sending them’ ovér there into the other

life.- o)

! That there s a higher order of animal
life, and birds of beautiful plumage, in
certain sphetes of the herveafter life, ig
Dausible erough; but if so, they are in-

-digenous to those spheré; and not the

products of eartl’s grossness and beast-

Jifess, -, Angelic "affections flow out to

—

Olrists, of the.ages, ratler than to in-
sects'and anfinals;, . :
_ I'lles, as puysiclans and paturalists
know, are carriers and conveyers of the
contaglous germs of disease. They. are
alsp attracted to hald-heads and house-
wives' pies. A fly will produce 5,000
larvae at a laying, each of which very
soon produces 20,0000 more. Irom
‘spring. to awtump o single fly, says
Linnaeus, will produce £,000,000. The
question is, have thege countless sex-
tillions of flies--of pests, immortal souls
existing in ‘he leaven}ly world of pro-
gressY Think of it—fly immortality—
fleas leaping and flles buzzing about in
the “‘angels home in glory!’

Have beasts, brutes and insects im-
mortal souls? Soun), as defined by
stundard dictionaries is, “the principle
of meuntul and spivitiplk life; the part of
man's nature that ig especially char-
acterized by the attrfhutes of self-con-
sclousness, personal identity, moral rea-
son, conscienco and:.the higher emo-
tions,” Have animals, and insects the
“attribuies of personal identity, moral
reason and conscience?’ No one has
affirmed, or attempied to prove it. Who
ever lheard of a virtuous wolf, a relig-
fous dog, a benevolent hyena or an hon-
orable conscientious .- cat?  And yet,
these are among the qualities constitut-
ing the tmmortal soul. Have animals
then- immortal spuls? Verdict—un-
proven! .o

Prove then that these lower orders of
beasts and Lugs hgve immortal souls,
before you talk or wyite of their con-
tinued and conscious existence. If any-
one says they aspire to immortality,
prove it, I

The soul—the divine inmost of man,
desiring and capable - of endless pro-
gression, s of too mu?}h importance to
cease 1o exist; whlle,{;b asts that bellow
and insects that stiug,-fu\e too untmpor-
tant to exist in the spfritual world. Bo
far as we know bmites. and birds ex-
haust their possibiltiessin this world.
Not so with man.  Hig possibilities, his
aspirations to live foreyer are prophe-
cies of his grand endless unfoldment in
the infinite hereafter; .

There is not a shred of proof that ani-
mals elairvognntly se¢ animals in the
gpiritual world. If theydo, let t_hem in-
telligently so testify; or writg Books
proving {t. Bpcanse 1. qat ,“l'ubh.eg
against what seemed -enipty space,
“playing around g .grave,” nnd" was
found “stretelied thergon dead, “t,lm
question is solemnty” agked—why “the
cat died there? Doubtless becnus'e
she had a convulgivg fit, and didn’t
know enough to find catuip to eat.

Women that advocate the immortality
of pug dogs and 1)90(]10 dogs with™Mthe

fleas that bite thew, had better transfer

their affections 1o little babes, and
beautiful children that have .withln
them the prophecles of immortality and
infinite possibilitics. If they have no

children of their own, let them find,’

feed, clothe, and educate poor orphan
children—and let the dogs alone!

When - toads, serpents, hawks and
butcher birds—creatures of the lower
kingdom die, earth goes to its kindred
earth, and the spiritnal substance con-
stituling their spiritual structures re-
verts to, and s absorbed in, the sur-
rounding ocean of spirit substance
to form mnterfal) for other and
higher organism. Man has one more
top story, the moral and divine,
than insccts or Dbrutes. He alone
defies death! .

That there possibly are, in the to us
invisible realms, what corresponds to
animals and pets, is very probable, and
to a class of earth-Bound unspiritual
spirits, they are doubtless real, just as
a rag doll is a real babe to the child.

Just as musicians continue their
muste, and poets their poesy in spirit
life, so no doubt bnt that mechanics of
this world will for a time, out of kind-
ness, manufacture™poodle dogs” and
pet brutes and “trained flees” for those
who on earth loved them so. and these
are doubtless wbhat -dependent clafr-
voyants sec. '

No independent clairvoyant ever saw
animals in {he spiritual or heavenly
world. This ig {rue from Hudson Tut-
tle down along the years to W. J. Col-
ville, and other intermediarics, con-
trolled by wise spirits incient or mod-
ern. There is net a particle of proof
that animals and insdets have immortal
souls endowed with self-consciousness,
moral reason and consclence. There is
no proof that they could serve any
moral use in the spiritual world. There
is no proof that leasts, bugs and all
species of iusect life do not exhaust
their possibilities in this world. There
fs no proof that they bave the moral
and spiritualnatures of men and angels.
There is no proof that they desire a
progressive teimortality of existence.

As compared with man they- are im-
perfect struclures, arrested develop-
ments, unfinished arches, -incomplbte
temples, hence have no conscious indi’
vidunlized and molally constituted
souls, yearmmg fer immortality and
cternal progressiom (No logiclan, no
scholar would be soiliogical as to affirm
of a part what he would of the whole.
The human soul—and the human soul
only, allied to the Infimite Over-soul as
a crystal drop to an éverflowing fount-
ain, is a divine entity,-in which lie the
germinal possibilitiesiand prophecies of
man's angelic déstiny.w Those who de-
sire to controvert my. positions and ad-
vocate bug and beast: immortality, I
turn over to the temderamercies of Hud-
son Tuttle. J leave-toamorrow, Decem-
ber 1st, for 8an Francisco on my third
tour around thé world.

RECEPTION TO.J. J. MORSE,

This distinguished Bnglishman (that
Amcricans oyfi*gtla¥ge corner lot i),
thinker, writel, spieikér, having finished
his year's. engagement iwith the San
Francisco, Psythical: Soclety, visited by
request  SaniDlegd, “delivering two
niasterly lectures, *~ 27 ¢ -

For vigor of-"_thdugli;tf for clean, crisy

logic and profoiind srgunient, I'vé neves
heard - these - léctares - excelled, . They
ought to. hate _been liciid .by Hlie 16-
puted 3,000 Spiritualists.of Sin Dicge;
and yét,: a majorite~of these would
sooner run-afier & wystic rap, see a
tableliftitslegs orpay. 8{fy cohits to-wit-
ness a sleight.ef-hand perforniinee than

lisfen fo a ‘sagé fiom' thie Heayvens, It

ds their.Joss; :net mihe.
: ! - o DR

This sensitive and finely-tuned inter-
mediary, Mr., Morse, is influenced—con-
trolled by a learned Chinese sage of
ancient Cathay. And be it said to his
praise, he acknowledges his guidances
his helps from the dwellers in these
higher homes of jmmortality. The
members of the Yirst Spiritualist So-
clety gave him an elegant reception,
consisting of a welcome—speeches,
recitations, musie, toasts, responses, a
Shakspearean reading by Mr. Ravlip—
and tables loaded with lce-cream, cakes
and fruits, The hall was beautifully
decorated by the ladies. ‘I'he whole oe¢-
casion was most enjoyable. Everybody
wus  happy. Mr. Morse’s closing re-
marks, after the departure of Lis angel
guide, were exceedingly well concelved,
breathing the fraternal spirit of sym-
pathy, and gosd will, He leaves behind
Lhim a host of friends in Californin. In
his addresses he several times called me
his “Spiritual father,” referring (o my
personal kindnesses to im in his early
days of medinmship—and while on my
lecture tours in England and Scotland.
I have a large family of spiritual chil-
dren; and while esteeming them all,
there is no one of whom I am prouder
thaun of J. J. Morse. He ngeds no praise,
no words of commendation, Unassum-
ingly he woars his laurels. Departing
from our shores, as he will in a few
days, we can only say, our loss is Brit-
ain’s gain, .

N. 8. RAVLIN,

Every Sunday increases Mr. Ravlin's
aundiences, He Is a magniticant plat-
form orator. Ilis Shakspearean read-
ings are as grand as matchless; and the
more one MNstens to his fervid, stir-
ing, uplifting eloquence, the better he
likes the man. While destructive on the
lines of the theology, he is construct-
ive, and the {ruth of Spiritualigm may
be proud of him as an advocate. He is
clairvoyant, besldes being Dlessed with
other spiritual gifts. But what a leap,
from thirty vears a Calvinistic close-
communion Baptist preacher, into the
knowledge, the wisdom, and the
ecstatle glories of Spiritualism! Long
may he live to storm the castle of the

‘old und build upon its ruins the temple

of eternal truth.
"In a few doys, December 5, 1 sail for
Honolulu and so on around the world.

T leave only sunny memories behind me,

Pedee and good wil to all.
“8an Diego, Cal. -
: J. M. PEEBLES, M. D.

SELF-KNOWLEDGE

An Open Book to Human.Under-
standing.

Shall we know each other there?

Thisseems to be the great question
asked by all peoples and in all ages.

What satisfaction would it be to us to
know that we live after the change
called death, if we could not also feel
that we shall know each other? Would
not the future lifo appear to us an un-
ending scason of banishment, to last on
and on forever, and we exiles, as it
were, on some far-off desert, and would
not our present existence scem a heaven
in comparison, in spite of its cares and
sorrows?

11 Spiritualidm proves a continuity of
life (and if it does not, then we have no
proof), it also proves that we shall know
cach other, and shall know also as we
are known. 1 ma}\: shock the incredu-
lous perhaps who have no knowledge of
the higher thought of mental science,
when 1 asscrt that we may not wait for
our final dissolution to take place before
we learn this. We can know each other
here, as well, and be cognizant of the
motives and intentions of each toward
the other, if we make a careful study of
mentality; for mental science tcaches
not only the way to health, but the way
to all truth, and we can know each oth-
er's thoughts and motives, and see, not
through a glass darkly, but face to face,
in this life as well as in the next.

Get a 1'i?'ht understanding of self and
all these things will be revealed to you
plainly and unmistakably. Mental sci-
ence teaches this to all who will make it
a study. This will-not only apply ina
spiritual sense, but'in a material sense
also, in the everyday walks of life, in
business, friendship, and love aflairs,

You will not say, when you enter into
a busincss contract, “I don’t know but I
am wrong, but I think I have a right es-
timation of this person; however, time
will tell.” Your will know your man
when you stand face to face with him,
for you will be able to read his thoughts
and intentions—for thoughtsare things,
and mental science is the talisman that
opens up to you the meaning of them,
The lover will then have no doubt con-
cersing the sincerity of the one beloved,
but will be able to read the inmost
heart.

"Iwould like to impress upon every
poorsoul who is siruggling with the er-
rors of life, the importance and help to
be derived from the study of this holy
science. Isay holy, for it is holy. It
malkes a person whole, complete in all
things: even a slight khowledge of its
teachings will be a certain help toevery-
one who looks into it prayerfully and
trustingly. Itisa hel? to'the poor man
struggling for the daily bread to feed
the mouths of his little ones. 1t is a
help to the overworked and tired moth-
er, trying so0 patiently to bring up her
little ones as best she can. Itis a help
to the man of business, whose brow is
furrowed with the lines of care and per-
plexities that always attend such. 1t is
ahelp to the brother and sister and ev-
ery member of the home circle: even
the little child feels it, for it carries
healing wherever it goes, It is a help
to the prisoner and to the unfortunate
and wayward, for it teaches them the
way to a better life, and that the only

‘true happiness is in vight living, In
| ¥act, it teaches us all the true way to
"happiness, and happiness is what every

oul is seeking.

E’Tis true these conditions cannot be
reached in a day; it is an  upward
growth-to which there is no ending, and
the longer we study, the clearer will. be
our understanding of all things in life.
Itis an_upward climb, and happy in-
deed is he who has the better knowledge
of this: science for his power over -all.
things is gregater. © Lo
;. AUGUSTA FRANCES TRIPP,
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PERTINENT, PRACTICAL

Reminiscent and Prospect-
ive Suggetions,

For Spiritualists to Consider and
Fulfill,

To the Xditor:—1 have dropped into a
reminiscent mood, and have been ovey-
hauling the log-book of memory, begin-
ing when I was (@as I am yet) a *“high
private” in the unpopular army of pro-
gress, which was fighting its way, con-
testing the field step by step against
the solid phalanx of old orthodoxy.

And what an army we had to meet.
The pious deacon with his “awkward
squad”—-the pulpit orator with his dis-
ciplined company—the bishop with his
regiment, even to the assuined sucessor
of .St Pe,tTr with lis legions of purblind
adherents, Thefr eatapults hurled the
grossest falschoods, and the vilest
epithets  that  would most effect-
ually appeal to the prejudices of the
masses of the people blinded by ignor-
ance and superstition,

It was betore the higher eriticism
had euphonized Hell to Sheol, and the
Devil was still going about like a roar-
ing lion seeking to devour all who pro-
clafmed the final overthrow of his
power, and the triumph of good or God.

The lake of fire and brimstone, though
cooling off somewhat, was still hot
enough for all practical purposes, and
the material for paving hell was still
being consigned oceasionally 1o that
place by the most bigoted worshipers
of John Calvin.

Another wing of the army was com-
posed of camp-followers—those who
hung upon the skirts of the churches
for popularity—for standing In society.
This class {8 by no means extinet yet,
All of these were doing battle openly.

But the woble army of progress had
other foes to fight. They were those
whose baser passtons and lusts had
been kept in subjection by the fear of
Hell. They were willing converts, or
professed to be, to the doctrine of the
continuity of life beyond the grave
without hell. The fear thus removed,
they gave loose rein to their passions,
and, joining the army of progress, gave
its enemies an excuse for agserting that
Spirituglism and freelovelsm were
synobymous terjs,

But.a chapge lias been gradually
wrought in The facé{les 6f war. Com:
paratively few of the better class of

clergymen attempt to storm the batter- |

fes of the new philosophy. The secu-
lar press, as a whole, is becoming much
more tolerant, and many journals are
ready to publish articles that really
favor the philosoply, but without
reference to the name. All right. We
bid them God speed,

The growth of the army has been
such that those who now join it have
little difficulty in stennning the tide of
religious bigotry and intolerance. A
man or woman can now manifest a
strong tendency to liberality and still
not be ostracised or boycotted.

But there is a wide-spread undercur-
rent in this direction that would aston-
ish the staid old orthodox and the secu-
lar press if they were made to realize
its full exent,

This lberality of roligious sentiment
is held by members of nearly all denom-
ipations. They have covertly gained
and quietly enjoy the knowledge of spir-
it return, but for various reasons. ac-
cording to their several cuvironments,
andtheirsocialties, maintain their form-
al relations with the church, Their
influence and their money go there, but
they stand on neutral groun(g.l.. and
neither help nor hinder us. .

But the army of progress is not yet
to be disbanded. And it never will be.
So long as the might of truth and the
laws of progress prevail, so long the
army will continue to inecrease, till the
enemies of human brotherhood are van-
quished,

But the time is approaching for a
grand review. The close of its first
semi-centennial and the beginning of its
second will undoubtedly be celebrated
in a manner and with zeal becoming
such an event. What Dbetter or more
opportune time for this work than the
closing year of its half century of work
in the field of reforms?

I come now to the real purpose of this
writing. It is to suggest that, during
the fiftieth year of the life of modern
Spiritualism, an organized, or, at least
aconcerted movement be made through-
out the length and breadth of the land
to rid the army of progress of all who
are not genuine media, but profess to
be. .
Let every organized society either
through its officers, or by a committee
appointed for that purpose, or asa com-
mittee of the whole, take measures to
ascertain the true worth, both moral
and medial of all who arc not well
known and of established reputation.

When those are found, be they male
or female, who are unworthy to bear
the banner of progress. an effort should
be made to protect the public against
their swindling works, by exposing
them until they find “it doesn’t pay,” and
they will “cease to do evil” in that line
of operations.

I am aware that it will be a difficult
and delicate undertaking jn many cases,
and great care and precaution iust be
exercised to see that no injustice is done
to any worthy mediumn who is in pro-
cess of unfoldment. As all fakes and
mountebanks are “in it for what it is
worth,” the surest way to rid our ranks
of them is to make it unprofitable.

We lave .too many phenomena-
Lunters—too many who are apt to pat-
ronize these wandering fakirs who ad-
vertlse their wonderful powers—drawn
there by curiosity. By doing so they
but. set the .example.for those who are
earnest - investigators, ~and  they, of
course, are mot profited Ly following
community as Spirftunlists, = - S

Let every. trae Spiritialist:-appoint
himself -or:herself a committee of one
to.do_his.best 2till March 31,1898, to

| make fake medlomship pecuniarily. un..

ilie. lead of those who are, known in.

profitable, " A 8. HINKLEY. -

NEW CHRISTMAS HYMN,
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Bet the bellsof heaven ringing— ing
from the shining shorg ngschoing
For the Christ of love and light is com
to reign forevermore, :

.
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Long has man in darkness X

scmg(;zéoping m}xhiously for “ghxtv’andeled, o
"ce & ruy of hope ‘to lead b 'om
the gloom of Eppor's night, i from

Look we far amone th -

l :ﬁenesdof humanﬁepiomes’ viewing~, :
€ suadness of existenc : .

terness and strife, ence, all its bi-t'f

Tx'oil;lgesi ress the weak and \veary;
wsh wrings men’s
angs g s hearls with

)
And the wai) of soulg i )
] afllicted sw :
eaven in sad refrain, els .
Sickness, sorrow i i
» Paln of parting

. the dearest ones we 10\"23, - fron{
Fill our hearts with keenest anguish, -

and our cry Is sent, above, ° ’

Loved and loving—hated. hati

Ovealikehin d}e}aath must falll; wting—all y
v each—the high, the lowly—sop v
the mantling mopta) pall, y~spreads

Death appears as robed with terror, -
St i{);n'lu:]g his unerring dart, ’
Striking down, alas! the deares

nearest to 'our heart, restand the

And, by Errors teachings .
g8 guided ;
1. CTY 0t against our fate, ¢ e
Viewing Death as fearful monster
0o sacrifice can sate,

In our haste and in our
sadness have we sg

Better that we live in dark
numbered with the deurrll?ss than be

—_—

Now a light is shinine ‘round !
s —lo!
angel world is here! s ot the
Death' 15 shorn of nameless terrors—
spirit loved ones now appear. -

Angel friends-have buils, 8.1 .
the mortal to the skies, vaddel‘ from

And, descending ang ascending, fill our
souls with glad surprise, ‘

Lo! the night of loom is '
ished by the light of day(.mded’ bas-
And the brightness of the glory melts.

the shadows al} away,

For the angel hosts are with ug
us, i
homes and in our hearts: ! ot{l‘:
O, the glory of thelr presefice! the sweet -
Joy their love impajtg! R
With our viston now anlieh k!
N we o'er life's stormy le%rr. toned, logk’.
Ow no mory the King of Teprar
- . Death the Beattifutwo-seg.. - ot
Heaven is with us in our gad
D Se‘hold with clearer sight; fosewe
cath's not sinking into day
rising into light! avikness, but g,
Lo! kind Nature's voice {s calli )
Lot igiridt: Como away! ‘mg to th)e!
et the dust retuen to dust—th y:OLE
turn to kindred clay, o clay ve K

whom

blinduess, oft in
id:

H
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Lo! the angels are around us, and we
. heartheir son again: .
nghJL s come with joy and gladness:
Peace on earth! Good will to men!
Set the bellsof heaven ringin i
—ech
D {;;qm It)hc shining shorg; g oing
cath is but a passing onward!
live forcvermore!g vard: wo shall
Set the bells of heaven
,_overland ang sea,
nglnglout the night of sadness—ring.
Ing joy that man is free,
Ring the bells of earth and heaven,
., B0tes of gladness sweet and clear
Till the echoes of the chorus float from
shining sphere to sphera, :
Ring the joy-bells of the heavens—Iet
tho Joyful earth agree, >
For the Christ of love and light is come
—the Truth has made man free,
Set the bells of heaven ringing— echoine
_{rom the shining shore, echomng
For the Christof love and
to reign forevermore!

JAS. C. UNDE
Hammond, Ind. NDERHILL,

ringing—echoing

light is come

GUARDIAN ANGELS.

With us inour wanderings;
E With 111{5 when we rest;
uver waking thoughts most hol

Purified and*best, h

Roaming where'er we

E O’er the sea or land;

ver strengthened, led and guided
By a helping h‘nnd. &

Ministering angels now
Are the gloritied;

Heavenly comforters are those
Whom we say have died,

Watchful care they give us now
Tenderlove besto“g, . !

Drawing nearer, nearer heaven
Helping us to go. —Selected,

may,

———————
Public sentiment powerfully restraing
men from doing wrong; but when they
have done wrong, sets itself as power-
fully against them.—Beecher.

Money and time are the heaviest by
dens of life, and tlie unhappiest of a
mortals are those who have more of
cither than they kunow how to uge.—.
Johson.

The passions, like heavy bodies down .
steep hills, once In motion, move them
selves, and know no ground but the bot-.
tom.—Iuller,

Man hath his daily work of body or
mind appointed, which declares his dig-
nity and the regard of heaven on all his
ways.—Milton. .

Stern duties need not speak sternly.
He who stood firm before the thunder
lx:—(;}‘shlped the “still, small voice.”—Dg. -

ell. : .

Whatever difference may appear i
the fortunes of mankind, there Is,. po
ertheless,, a. certain .. compensation’ 6

0od and evil which makes them equal
—Rochefoucauld.. - - oy

So_quickly, rometimes has the wheel?
of life turned round, that many g man"t

x

S OV _Iety_p;‘o;[e_ct_ed.
i No rock- {886 hard "but that ‘o-lithe -
wave inay.beat admission In'a thousand
Fears+Temnyson. i oY Ty
- Who makes quick. use of the. momen
fs a genius of prudence.~Lavater,




™

e s

SERT LR
- DEG:-206,-18

eyl oNg L e

wely o0 I g
A s AT

Some.of thie:Mapy Sacred Buper-
+ - stitions and Harmful Errors
: ¢ Exposed.
“..-Bképticisin has been oue of the most
alarming specters and terrifying ap-
.paritions of the church in every uge 0_1
the world. - Not a skeplicism of the di-
ving pareptage of man, nor of the in-
tinite gaoduess and love of ‘God, nor of
the pyre noral precepts of Jesus, but
a doubt of the total depravity of man,
The anger and vengeahet of (6@, the in-
fallibility of the Bible, and of .the
fllogical and  irrational dopmas.:and
ordinances of the church. Skepticism
s always leen stigmatized as the
satanic motlier of “heresy” and “Infl-
_ delity,” which. have ever. been de-
nounced as the greatest of crimes, and
the mest worthy- of persecution or of
death. And yet there iy no preposition
in ‘mathematics which ean be so con-
.elusively demonstrated as the fact that
" skepticism has been ome of the most
potent and-eflicient factors in' the- sal-

vation and progress of the world. The‘\-

gkepticlsm of honest. and thoughtful
men, as to the divine right of kings and
‘of, priesis to *“exercise authority over
-us,” has alrendy begun the great work
of emancipating the world from thelr
domination, and establishing the
‘jubllee era of clvil and religious and
personal liberty.
SKEPTICISM.

To skepticism we ay ndebt/ed for our
emancipation from phat wycred system
ot “revealed sclence,” declared by the
.Jathers of -the church fo be *‘the sum
@t all knowledge.” That sacred system
of revealed science represented the Al-
nilghty wsource of causation as a
gigantie “ and " anthropomarphle ~ king;

. “and’ the natural formation of worlds
and all other organisms, as the mechon-
Adeal products of a royal ‘‘designer” and.
“gprehitect.” 1t was interpreted to teach
that the eayth was a fing and statiopary
plain, and that the sky was stretched

. Jover it “like 2 skin,” in which the sun,
moon and stars “ran their daily circuit
Tound- the carth,” that the earth was
“miade” out of nothing, and, with man

Cand all its plants and animals, was fn-
fshed and completed in six literal days.
"* A WONDEROUS PLAN.

Ablove the sky was the future heaven
of eestatie Dliss, while below the 'eurtl]
was the lake of fire and brimsione and
the exerncipting tortures of au cudless
Yiell,  ‘That “revealed science” also
tanght the unnatural philosophy that

©man was fivst made upright, pyre ung

“wise, but by enting a forbidden fruit

" he at once “fell into the lowest condi-

* tlons of savagery, and with his entire
posterity into a hopeless state of totnl
depravity and death. In that uwt’ql
«conditian, man's only claim and inheri-
tance from his maker was the endow-
fent of a wretched immortality In the
tiery billows of hell. But foreseeing
and foreknowing the weakness and
stall” and cousequent ruin of thé hu-

. man- family, man’s wmechanjcal ‘de-
signer” and “creator” had predevised u
awonderous plan” for the partial sil-
vation of the smallest possible percent-
age of hix descendants from the wr’e('k-
age, but long dges thercafter were re-
quired for its' full and complete con-
sunnunation. 1n the meuntime, countless

*millions passed away and below into
their “inheritance,” so that “hell’s every
wave broke on a living shore, heaped
with the dawmned . like pebbles.) This
“wonderous seheme” provided for the
murder of an ipnocent and Just may by
Sywicked hands and murderers,” and
that every heliever in the efficacy of the
murder and blood of that innocent man
to wash away the. “original sin” and
curse should nominally and partially be
restored to his primeval purity and up-
rightuess. i

TIHE WHITE WINGED ANGEL.
< Bkepticism and doubt as to the cor-
veetness of the various points in this
waonderous gystem of “revealed science
has been the direet cause of all the ¢ivil

-and religious liberty of the world, and
" of all of the discoveries of natural
. selence and of pure religlon, and of all

the human elevation and progress of the

T world. We can safely conclude, there-
fore, that skepticism has been the
brightest harbinger of good will and the
whitest-wing®d angel of hope and sal-
vation that has ever descended from
God out of heaven to this carth. And

©if it Is ever proper to predicate “the
favor of God” upon any matter what-
ever, the resulls of skepticism fully

- Justiies the assertion that “Ged has
“smiled” upon the legitimate work of the
“gkeptic” far wmore than he ever has
upon the legitiinate work of ‘“the
chureh.” ” ~

DIVINE REVELATION,

Nothing can be more evident than the

© fact that if any Bible, or any system
of government, or of religion or science,
is a “divive revelation,” apnd from a

© Being of infinite wisdom, it must be as
absolutely perfect and unchangeable as
the laws of nature and the forces which
maintain the wondevous harmony of the
srstarry lheavens. Suel a  “revelation”

-~ " must necessarilybeintolerantof any con-

tradiction or skepticism, It must neces-
sarily denounce every cffort to modify
~opr change it, and regard as impious and
“ gacrilegious every movement or ad-
. wance upon it. 1t must also demand im-
.. plicit faith in its absolute perfection,
" and in its unqualified acceptance; and
__“faith,” Dbeing founded upon the un-
changeable past, must in its very nature
- béalso unchangeable, unprogressive and
-stationary. N
.. SANCTIFIED SUPERSTITION.
. The dark cloud of sanctified super-
‘stitions, of sacred ignovance, and of
civil and religious despotismm  which
ccursed and blighted the earth during
"tivo-thirds of the Christian era, when
faith was dominant and triumphant and
J¢skepticism” was banished from the
“earth—is the darkest and most hopeless
-period of the world's blackest history,
While faith most stubbornly resisted,
- skepticism quictly persistedinits investi-
gations, until the laws which govern the
sidereal heavens were discovered, and
" the harmonious setion of the solar sys-
o tem and the stellar universe rationally
accounted for and fully explained.
-Skepticiem has made the earth a satel-
" lite of the sun and a minor member of
.-the. solar system, iustead of belng the
" gtationary center of the starry heavens,
according to “revealed science” and its
* indurated *faith.” Against the direful
_maledictions of “faith,” it has most
" clearly shown that the only possible
#fall of man” from his undeveloped and
savage ancestors has been a slow and
. gradual “falling upward,” or a constant
progression from. g lower to a higher
~ plane, | . . .
. ... It has established the universal relgn

vt unchangeable and nataral law, which,

has forever banisheéd any possibility of
“the sipernatural and the miraculous; as
grpetuated from, thé idolatrous and
-barbarouy ages by faith,. =~ - -
e, NATORAL.SCIENCE.
- Sclence; “consisting ™ exclusively in
knowing® the Ways and methdds - angd
-philosophy by whiclithe  almighty en-

. |ergy produces phienotiéns -and:e

What. It Does for lthﬂeﬁWor»ld.‘ '

it follows as'logledlly-as"dy the night,
that the skeptitism-of maturakisclence,
-and not-faith; has disCovered and re-
veajed ke only Nvlng hnd true God,:
The great velume of nuture, with all
its wonderous prodacts -and °infinite
sourees of knowledge, capnot-be- the
work of man’s wisdom.or device, but is

entirely the work of that alnighty en-

ergy or vital force which the unin-
formed personify and call God: From

avays, we only can learn what that
eternal source of vausation yéully is and
must be, and. what it Is not and cannot
be. And that unblased volume attests
the €act that while tlhere is a-supreme
power, there is and can-be no supreme

omuipetent, ubiguitous and inorganie
vital tforce, but no personnl and loeal
deity, to which it is as abswmrd to im-
pute tlie likeness and passions of men
as it would be to persounify and ascribe
humnn attributes to the sun. Jesus,
the first great iconoclast aud skeptie of
bibliolatry and the orthodox beliefs of
his day, discovered and proclaimed that
the God they ignorantly worshiped was
“spirit,”* or a vital power which tended
to'a universal rightuness, order and har-

mony in.all things, - . )

THE VITAL POWER OF SPIRIT.

That vital power or “spirit” whieh
Jesus discovered is the all-pervading
life of the universe, and is everywheie
equally present, for it is in all and
through 8ll, and is that in which we
life and move and have our being; so
that “we are its offspring.” That there
uever has been and never:cun be the
least change in the ways and methods
and operations of, that eternal  spirit,
either by request; entreaty or petition,
and that those ways and methods are
fixed and wniform or natural laws in
which there “iy neither variableness nor
shadow of turning” is proof conclusive
that the “spirit” is not personal or an-
thropomorphic in apy sense whatever.
The very starting polnt -of all the per-
nicious errors and-sacred superstitions
of every system eof religion since the
world began, is that sucred relict of
idolatry which-still believes that God is
an anthropomorpbic and persbnal be-
ing. There - {8 one significant fuct to
which the geneéral attention is seldomn
ever directed, and that is-the well-
known fact that every system of idol-
atry known to history has beentbased
upon the unscientific and barbarous
idea of a personal god. .And the gquasi
semi-civilized@ and barbarous system, in
muny respects, of which Moses is the
reputed founder, is not an exception,
but a proof of that fact. That a *per-
sonal deity” is of idolatrous origin, and
marks the dividing line between irra-
tional paganism and its superstitions,
and the enlightenment of rational and
natural sclence, no one can successfully
deny.

To illusirate ihe darkening and per-
nicious influencey of that false Idea, 1
have only to state that the president of
a college onee affirmed from a Salem
pulpit that, “The world is a complicated
machine, whose motive power is not
found in its belis, its shafts, or its
wheels; neither is it found by following
them up to the lhiuge piston rod which
propels all these; for before you can
discover the motive power that moves
them all, you must go to the’other side
of the wiull where hidden from sight
Hes the Immense stegmn Dboilers and
there you will find the mighty power
that moves it all.” And such childish
and pagan philosophy is the “spiritual
foree” ‘most usually given from the
puipit  as theologieal sclence. But
when this learned professor leaves the
pagan rostrum and takes the chair of
philosophy, he will doubtless tell his
class that the earth is not a machine,
but an orghnism, which is constantly
controiled in all its movements and
operations by the sun and by inherent
properties and vital forces; and that the
planetary system has po analogy to a
sawmill, and is pot “run” hy NRelts,
shafts and steam Dboilers, but by In-
digenous, Inherent and persistent forees,
which make ail things self-propelling
and without danger of stoppage.

In the pulpit he would follpw the
pagan explanation of voleanoes and
ecarthquakes by teaching that “Elohim
toucheth themountainsand they smoke;”,
andthat“Jehovahlooketh upon the earth
and it trembleth,” But in the profes-
sor's chalr he would tell his class that
while the Bible explanation ‘was quite
poetic and metaphorical, that such
nuses were as inadequate and unadapt-
able as the beating of tomtoms by the
savages to dispel an eclipse of the
moon.

It is very evident to the thoughtful
mind that the pernicious effects of
teaching such false and unscientific pa-
ganism to our children and the feeble-
minded is beyond estimate, as it keeps
the thoughts and ideas of the people
still lingering in the very lap of pagan
idolatry and sacred superstition,

Skepticismm  has only
blessed work of emapeipating® our
country from the damnable tyranny of
superstition and idolatry. ~ Hindered
and retarded Dy the unprogressive
nature of *‘faith,” in these sacred relics,
the “Christian world” to-day is but littie
better than half barbarous or semi-civil-
ized, .

But the day of reason and of liberty
dawneth when the anthropomorphic
“gods many” of idolatry and the sacred
superstitions of our pagan ancestors
shall be gathered to their tombg with
their co-ordinated moles and bats.
Amen, So mote it be. S. 0. ADAMS.

Salem, Ore.

ARENA PUBLISHING COMPANY.

On petition of the creditors of the
Arenn Publishing Company made Oct.
1, 1896, before Judge Dunbar to appoint
a4 temporary receiver, A. D. Chandler,
Esq., was appointed for the protection
and ndjustment of the interests of the
creditors during a reorganization of this
company. The officers of the company
did not contest the petition, feeling that
it is for the best Interests of all parties
concerned as an’equitable plan pending
the Dusiness changes to be made,

The Arena Company will be recapital-
ized by experienced buginess men and
placedinnew hands and on a firm finan-
clal basis, the magazine to be an open
court for the promulgation of all author-
itative and important opinions.

The business of the Arena, both as a
magazine and as a book-publishing
house, has had quite a phenomenal
growth, but had not suflicient capital to
handle the business into which it had
developed. With the reorganized comn-
pany the Arepa will he enabled to ex-
tend its growth and add to its reputa-
tion now so well established, in tha sne-

feel a personal interest on account of
the national influence which this publi-
cation has attained.

IGUREFITS

When I say I cura I do not mean merely to sto
them for’n time sand then have them return again.
mean s radical cure. I have made the dixease of.
FITS, EPILEPSY or
long study. I warraut my remedy to cure the worst
cases. Because others hove fafled is no reason for
-not now receiﬂnr acure. Bendatonce for a treatise
and & Fres Bottlo of my infalliblo remedy, Give Ex-

prese and Postoffico address, :

Weots,

that manifestution’ of ‘its wmethods and | -

being or personal God; that there is an-

“begun™, the’

cess of which all readers and thinkers |

Frol. W, PEEXE F.0..4 edar St RewYork
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THEDUTY OFTHE HOR

Timely Thoughts. and Good,

Practical _Suggesﬁm“-i

Prestdent H, D. Barrett Sends a
Christmas Present fo =
", . Spiritualists, :

¢

To the Editer:~The year 1896, S, .

49, is near its close, and with the ap-
proach of the glad hiollday season, Spir-
itualists ¢an well afford to pause a feiv
moments to glance in vetrospect over

In the past, At the last holiday time,
when festivities of all kinds were rife,
when enjoyment was at its helght, no
doubt muany good vesolutions were
formed with the full intention of carry-
ing tbe same into effect with the new
year that was then dawning. Festivals,
socinls,- Christmas entertainments, ete.,
are again in order. King Carnival {s
holding High Court, and millions of his
subjects are rejoleing, from one side of
the globe to the other. ‘The people are
forming resolutious for better lives and
nobler purposes, as they did one year.
ago, hoping that they may. be able to
carry them ‘into effect during the com-
ing twelve monthst - . . . ..

How many of us have lived -up to our
holiday" regolutions of one year ago?
How. many lives have we brightened
with some little deed. of kindness, or
some token of brothetly sympathy.and
affection? How many hearts have been
touched and guickened by the spiritual
deed we have implanted therein? How
much have we done to aid the Chil-
drel’s Lyceum and to make the little
ones feel that we want them to have a
spiritual home of thelr own, as well as
one for ourselves? How much have we
done to strengthen the cause of Spirit-
uallsm in the communities where we
live? Have we attended the meetings
of the local society with due regularity?
Have we encouraged the speakers by &
timely word of appreciation, or kind}
advice? Huve .we gone half way to
meet some other worker in the cause
i an effort to harmonize our differ-
ences? Have we remembered that
other communities have peed of spirit-
ual food, and done nll we could to send
it t6 them? Have we remembered the
Spiritualist papers, and done what we
could to circulnte the jeweled thoughts
that sparkle upon their pages?

The vastanajority of us will be forced
to sflence when we are confronted by
these searching questions, They show
us that we have forgotten our good res-
olutions in the {oo close application we
have made to our own lappiness, and
private enjoyment. “What we would,
that we do not,” and wailt for some one
clse to do the work for us. We are un-
subseribe forone or moreof the Spiritual-
teachings of the past, with the idea that
some ohe else has paid our every debt,
and  that it won't matier very mueh
after all whether we really do anything
ourselves or not,

We have talked earnestly In favor of
both the lyeeum, and loeal soclety, then
staid at home from both., Some of us
have paid our money to support Uni-
tarian  aud  orthodox churches, and
proved our devotion to qur cagh by
sending our children to the Supday--
Schools of those churches whose Yepch-
ings we know to be false. Others of us
have forsaken our home soclety of Spir-
Htualists because of some fancled slight,
sone petty jealousy of the officers, or
some puerile fancy for the wonderful,
and gone to meetings conducted by
some itinerant medivm, with uneertaio
gifs, who Is too often waiting to en-
trap the unwary, or one whose record
must pot be mentloned lest he be
wanted for a prison offense in some
other locality,

We have forgotten our sick neighbor
over the way, who has not our know-
ledge of the future, nnd permitted him
to sail for an unknown shore without
the chart and compass that will enable
bhim to know his route for certainty,
through the medinmship of Spiritual-
ism.  We have gone to the Spiritualist
halls oceasionally, and slipped hurriedly
out, without having grected the speaker,
or said one word to cheer him in his
work, or to strengthen the hands of the
society’s chief officials in their efforts
to make the meetings cheerful, harmo-
nious, and educational. We have not
seen the extended hand of our quondam
opponent, nor have we tried to bridge
thechasm of our difficulties by the arch-
way of fraternity. We have neglected to
subsribe for oneor more of the Spiritual-
ist papers, and If we do take one, have
forgotten to loan it to a neighbor who is
just beginning to inquire into the sub-
ject of Spiritualism, .

Have we kept none of our rosolu-
tions? Yes, we went to a Spiritualist
camp-meeting, stald ten days or a
month, gorged ourselves with spiritual

food, and, like a bruin in Winter, fed up-

on onr store for the year, with our fac-
ulties in a complete dormant state in
every direction. -

We are now facing a new year. Let
our resolutions be accompanied by cor-
responding deeds, that the world may
see the good that Spiritualism has done
us. If we are unable to do all the work

we wish done, let us remember that we'

now have a servant to aid us, who will,
it properly cared for, work out ideals,
and give to the world a Spiritualism
that will truly Dbe the healing of all
nations. That servant {8 the National
Spirithalists’ Association, now ready to
move in every good work, as soon as
the sinews of war are placed in its
hands. The light of Spiritualism will
be shed abroad over the land as soon as
means are at hand to place a good corps
of missionaries in the field. Local so-
cleties will be strengthened by a
friendly Hft from the N. 8. A., when its
officlals are enabled to make them

timely visits—when' they ¢an go, not
begging for cash, but for a closer union |

in, thought and effort for the sake of
the cause we love 50 well. Literature
of altkinds canbe circulated freely among
the reading masses as soon as means
are at hand for its publication and dis-
tribution. OurSpiritualist papers can be
aided by it in the same way, hence sus-
tained in their good work.

Our duty then is obvious. Let us sus--

tain the N. 8. A. 1t is now Cbristmas-

tide. The pew year is upon us, fraught {

with high hopes and fond anticipations.
By unitlng our forces, we can do a

grand work. By putting our good reso-’

lutions into practtce, we can make the
world see the true value of our Spirit-
ualism. Let us, therefore, unite our
contributions, betheylarge or small. that
our servant may be enabled to assist us
in carrying our good resolutions intg
effect. At this point, when the sun be-
gins to retrace his steps, when we know
that the reigh of the Ice Giants is to be

_supplanted by that of Flora, let ug in
our rejoicing remember our cause, ‘and.

give with glad hearts to-the ‘treasury:
of the angels for-the sake of sorrowing
humanity whom we fain would help to
find light and knowledge. & = -

to the extent-of five or ten dollars per
year?
the churches: for a year, for an experi-
ment;and put your money-into Spiritual:
ism. You will be pleased and well: paid
with the. exchange. Now. is: the glad

v

Spiritualists . cease - supporting |

Lot U8 glve,Switly gad
and willipg to 2 gobd and nable
cause, -We will be one of ten thousand
fo start the Nejy Yepr's offerivg io the

N. 8.A,, at tckl‘ obals, payable.at any’
a

time prior to March 31, 1897, 8. E. 60.
Come forwurd, friends, and help wus.

Send contributibis t6 Trducis B. Wood-

Vggrg, secretary;oN. 8:i-A,, Washingion,

e HoD,BARRBTY. ©
- PHE CHRISTMAS GREETING.

r

o

It was only thetipht before ' Christinas, -

And the snoWas falling fast, ~ -~ -
The sky was heuby with- leaden clouds,
And as the'chyitf winds cast

He moaned, sadly said;

“Oh, who will take piy on such as I,
‘Whose papa and mamma are dead?”

It was ina great bigeity, - - - ...
And hundreds ware sweeping_ by, .

ﬂ’eriug

But none seemed to notice the s
ccehildy ek 0
Or heav his pitifulery, - .. .
*Only a penny,” he humbly eaid,.
And the child-began ta weﬂa,z. L
And held out bis'trembling lttle hand,
"I have no plaee tosleep.” - -
Butthe people z-udelg'pushgd him away,
And onward passed the'crowd,” . - -
Andthe child stepped ‘back by a door-

step cold -

- And sadly moaned alond: :

"Oh, mamma-and paps, it-was not so -
‘When you were here with-me; - -

Last Christmas I had'a nice warm homs,

--With a pretty Christmas tree, -

“But oh! how térrible was that night,

Just one short year ago, Ce
My life was turnéd from happiness'

To the darkest night of woe, ~* = -
T'can see the Chiristmiétree again,

With its cand|és shining bright;

T'can see the pretty piesonts now,

That were on that treethat night,

“And mamma's bright face as she saw
B ' my ]O)Y, . N v.‘ .

- And papa’s gay laugh and song;

But oh! [ can see:that flve again,

‘And I'hearthe fireman’s gong. -
For-the window curtaine caught on fire,
. And the room was aliaflame,
And.asmama tried to put itout,

Her dress caught fire the same,
““Papa cavght her in his arms,

But_the tres whs on fire round his
head o

And béfore the firemen conld get us out |

My papa and mamma were dead.
They took them gway from that black-
‘ened home,
And laid them away in the grave,
And me to a lonely, great, big house
My poor little life to save,.

“They say I almost went to see
My papa and mamms again;
For I wus burned in a fearful way
-And suffered sugh terrible pain.
Oh, mamma and papa, can't I come
And be with the angels bright;
And join in your . Christmas edngs
. again, . . :
As-T-did Jast Christmas night?
“‘Qver where yod dre 'tis never cold,
And God’slittle ohes never weep,
And never grow ‘hhhgry and suffer from
want oo '
Of a good, witmi filace to sleep,”
The poor child shivered and closer
~ shrank
To the cold and frosty wall;
His voice grow sofaint that as people-
© passed 1+ i -
They did not/heap him at all.
“Only a penny”-Lhe'sadly mdafed; -
But tho wind'bréfzht back the wall,
And he sank ‘on ‘ng pavement white
and cold,'V M
And bhis little’facéso pale
Was soon coveletl ¢'br with' the drifting
smow
CAsit \vh:,n:led;?,ﬂo};t so wild, = |
And hid fi-om sight the little form
OF that lonely little child,

But now from heaven two spirits came,
And led him each by the.band, .
And folded him close to their angel

. breasts
In that beautiful summer land. .
For fa.the.f and mother had heard his
wail;
Hoaven’s gate stbod open wide,
And thg}{lgame to carry their precious
c

Across to the other side,

Across to*the other side,
Where the angel friends are singin
And wait}ng to welcome each beautiful.
sou o
That the tide of life keeps bringing
No more hislittie feot shall tread
This cold and heartless earth;
He has reached that heavenly home
above, .
That home of priceless worth.

Tor 'tis Christmas-day in heaven,

And the Christmas bells are ringing,
And again he joins his sweet %ittle
. volce ok
With his father's
. singing. R
And this 1s the song they sing up there,
As heaven their voices fill, .
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth . ‘
Peace among men of.good will,”
. RS. W, A. LINDSEY.
Inspired by her guide, Hattie Holmes.

THE NEXT WORLD INTERVIEWED

To the Editor:—I have just finished
reading the beautiful book published
by The Progressive Thinker, “T'he Next
World Interviewed,” “with a relish that
1 did not expect when I at first scanned
its pages. L

My pen is too meagre to convey my
appreciation of this grand work, The
only disappointnient that came to me
was, that there was not more of it,
But for a book of its size, it is the most
gratifying in Its earnest instructions
and descriptions, of any communica-
tions that I have ever read. So many
able pens will do this book and its me-
dium, Mrs. 8. G. Hofn, justice, that I
do not feel able or capable of conveying
my idea of the sweet and sublime
thoughts of the goodness of God to
nrortals through fieibovwéis of this gift-
ed smedium. Ber ;gvery utterance is
truth, purity, goggnegs and love.

To the investigajog, to the uninitinted,
and the sincere belieer, its natyralness
speaks the trutly,ifself, Our bést De-
loved ones who Jjavg passed

- “The jaspercgﬁes; .
Where slanting gunheams- for us wait,”
return and correborate all the state-
ments made in “®hmNext World Inter-
viewed.” et S

1 feel, Mr. Frabei that you are doing
thae grandest work of all; you stand at
the helm -of thg .gdeat and powerful-
ship Progression; whiith is heavilyladen
with all sorts -ef mefchandise, The
spirit-world hus,‘ﬁunﬁlshed-you with a
crew of the Lest mediums and writers,
noble thinkers and-workers, that are
now in the valley of this }ife. This co-
operation you are guiding into the har-
bor of everlasting joy, where flags will
float in tlte fragrant breezes born of
spicy flelds in"the garden of God,
where lamps are’ lighted with His un-
dyidg love, that all who are blinded by
darkne$s may sce’the way to the Fath-
er's house. Your work t6 help others
is blessed by & host of shiding ones who

and mother's in

‘I slng ‘glorious anthems around your
Are ‘thebe not ten thousand Spirit:
‘| nalists. who are interested in pur cause:
'ALLING BICKNESS a lifew’

daily life.” ~ ROSE L. BUSHNELL. -

©Angel Whisperings tor the Searcher
After Truth.” ‘By-Hiitie J. Ray. A
volume of genuine:poems; of ‘such fins
moral and spiritual tone that all- will ba

The snow in ‘Nﬁleéﬂ‘mﬁ of alonely ¢hild,
the year now lost in the ocean of years | i f oo T

‘| men s little to blame too?

ceoreee s e
ISP

“THE LG WOMAN.

She’Is ‘Compared with the
- New Woman,

The Old Man. Is Preferred to the
New Man.

—

In The Progressive’ Thinker, some
tima age, under the heading of “‘The
New Woan," was an article%:y Eva A,
Cagsell, which, if you will kindly allow
‘me, [ would like to eriticise alittle. I
believe Mrs, Cassell to be 4 lady of ug-
exceptional gqualities, and one I would
like to consider u personal’ friend; and
because I take exception to some of her
statements I do mot wish her to think
otherwise,

- “Sex is an'accident of birth,” so she
eays. True, and is not birth itself an
accident? No doubt the sister bhas
thoyght on the .chances there were
against our ‘Qomin{: into existence at all,
If thesliirhtest thing had occurred dif-
ferent from what did ‘oceur, then you
and I would never have been humaag be-
ings, lat alone two poor, gbused women,

he question'that was asked of Rob-

ert G. Ingersoll and other prominent
wep and women nof long ago,” was what
they considered would Be & greater ca-
lamity than déath. I was not asked, but
it T hed been my reply would be: I
would consider it infinitely & preater ca-
lawmity not to have been born.

" Now, if gou look upon femininity as an
decldent, birth is an accident, and, in
fact, thers are no laws governing the
universe, but all is accident. Then if
she and-I are compelled to *‘grovel in
evease and ashes,” is that not also an
accident? ' Then why not meet it brave-
ly? 1 know servdnt girls whp hate
kitchen work, but their mecident of
birth compels them to do it for aliving,
“The great Creator—the power that
brought all these things into existence
—had a design in view when he created
all animal life, maleand female, with
laws governing the same; and what is
the apparent design but the propaga-
tion of new beingsy If this life were all
there was of our active Individual exist-
ence, then 1 would ask what is the use
of all this pain and suffering in this mor-
tal life?
| " Ilook upon my dear little boy, and
ask myself: What would induce me to
part with him? Do [ regret the painit
| caused me? Ah, rather than part with
his prattle—his ‘‘mammas" and “*papas,”
I'd williggly suffer it all'again till flesh
would cease to bear any more, and then
' pray for strength to bear more—inow-
. 1ng, too, that il life here would cease,
loving spirit friends would veceive him
to their beautiful home.-

The writer of this 1§ permitted many
times to visit, in clairvoyant visions,
the bright future home,~and has many
.times conversed with her departed
frinnds, and the great source of regrot
with many of those who die young and
‘unmarried s, that they have left no pos-
terity.

The lady points out a great source of
insanity and crime, and that is: “Man
shows & oriminal indifference in begot-
.ting offepring.” Now, I don’t liketo see
it all laid on the men, Are not the wo-

And she calls it indiffercacs, when
in ninety-nine out of one hundred cases
it is simple ignorance on the part of
both gexes. Our boys and girls are al-
lowed to grow up in ignorance on the
most vital question before us to-day.
“They are compelied to learn lessons that
are of no practical benefit to them in any
way, while the practical lessons of life
are completely ignored or are taught
‘them by-those almost as ignorant.

What does the uverage girl of sixteen
to twenty (marriageable age) know of
the laws governing maternity? A large
per cent do not know what they are get-
ting married for, even,

Who, even of fathers and mothers,
know what effect impressions made
previous to birth have upon the child,
or whether they should yield to notions,
cravings, ote., or exercise will power
and control these fancies and desires?

The old women will sxy: Don't eat
this, or don't do that—till, if she were
to listen to all, she would neither eat,
drink nor move for the whole period,
and keep the coming mother in a nerv-
ous strain all the time. - .

Now, my remedy is not to lay blame
on either sex as & class, but on the neg-
lect to properly educate the youth, Let
these subjects be tanght by teachors
who have made it & special study, so
that the coming generation may be able
to use a little practical knowledge with
them; then there will be no ‘“‘enforced
motherhood.” Then the women will soe
what bepefit it isto them to be mothers
of a wise posterity. And the public
schools are the place for such practical,
essential education tobe taught. Why
- our public speakers, teachers and writ-
‘ers do not agitate this question more is
a mystery. Now, as it is, only those
contemplating a medical practice make
any special study of the aub{‘ect.

A young, prospective mother, with a
still more ignoraut husband,is constantly
calling ip medical advice unnecessarily,
which is expensive, while in many cases
it is very necessary they neglect to do
50. Really, I would like to see that
coming new mau she is going to give us
a picture of. 1Is it that scandal-monger,
club-lover and woman-hater remodeled,
or s it an entirely pew invention? But
['l1 tell you it has got to be a vast im-
provement oo the former, if I exchange
my old man for him.

LAURA J, VALLIER.

Muenster, Tex.

TO BOHEMIAN SPIRITUALISTS.
No doubt there is a considerable num-
ber of Bohemians in this country, who
find a great comfort in our beautiful
spiritual philosophy and religion, and
who desire that all our countrymen
may learn what Spiritnalism really is.
If all the Bohemian Spiritnalists who
read this, will write to me at once, they
will recieve a letter from me and wiil
learn how Spiritualism might spread
with but little assistalice of thelrs
among our countrymen. "Please, also
send names and addresses of Boliemiang
of whom you know that are Spiritnal-
ists. Adregs all communications
. ANT. M. SOUKUP,
562 W. 18th street, Chicago, Il )

“Mediumship and Its Development,
and How to Mesmerize to Assist Devel-
opment.” By W.H. Bach. "Especially
useful to learners who seek t0 know and
utilize the laws of mediumehip and ge-
velopment, and avoid errors. Price,
cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents. ’

*“The Bridge Between Two Worlds.’
By Abby A. Judson. This book is ded-
icated to all earnest souls who desire, by
‘harmonizing their physical bodies and
their psychical bodies with universal
nature, and their soiils with the higher
intelligences, to come into closer connec-
tion with thé purer realms of the Spirit-
world. ' It Is written in the sweet spirit-
ual tone that characterizes all of Miss
Judson's literary works. Price, “cloth,
81; paper, 75 cents, : T
- “Mahomet, His Birth, Character and
Doctrin.” . By Edward Gibbons, This)
15 'No. 6 of the Library of Liberal Clas-
sics; ‘It is conceded to be historically
correct, and £o exact sud perfect in
every detail as.to be practically beyond
the reachof adverse criticism. Price,

leased and benefited by it.- For sale at
ghi_s office.” Price 81’ y': S

|1 25 centts. . For sale at this office,

s

-7 * TESPING MEDIUMS:

Hag Some Notlons of Hér, Owy.

In g’ late issue: of The Progressive
‘Thinker}’ Allié" Lindéay' Lynch speaks
of the ‘skepticisimi:of many, and of the
desire of others-to pay a cush premluin
for a satisfactory test;” Notw Alli¢ is too

chunk, 80 I will say it for her.
If I were a materializing medium, I
would not take such an offer. }
Should someone offer me $100 to tret

_fréend on the street eorner, would I do

The person who makes such an offer
as this, does it in'a peculiar sphrit, for
should he or she really wish to hold the
hand of some materinlized spirit, until
that spirit dematerialized, and sunk to
a“pateh of white film the size of a
hand, and then finally to u white dot,
and then disappear at his feet—he has
only to attend, in an honest, kindly spir-
it, gome good seance. I do not mean to
suy that Lie could hold the hand after

dematerialization had dissolved the
hand held in his grasp.

I have done this, and I am ngt one
favored of heaven, neither am.I ope
that could possibly hiave peen deceived’
in this matter, But I wonder why I
g8y this here. I do pot go about declar-
iog that I am positive Edison has used
the X-ray satisfactorily. It i8 a fact,

and needs np backing. No more does

materfalization need backing from me
or any one else, It is one of the facts
of the centuty, and those who know it
should simply smile at the doubts of
those who either do not know, or c¢hoose
not to know it. I can add noth-
fug to the fact by saying that
I have leld the  spirithands in
mine untll they have dissolved, as it
were, dematervialized, till my fingers
sunk onto my own palm. But I have
done so. The oye-hundred-dollar mau
can do so if he chooses, and be can keep
his money and his afliidavit, and his
thanks, all’to bimself,

I think we sometimes cater to the
spirit of contrariness when we pay any
attention to such “offers.”

I cun tell doubters of another far
more curious thing: I have a favorite
medlum to whom I go as often as op-
portunity offers, Through his tin
trumpet my father talked to me. There
was nothing out of the usual order in
this. Later, at a materializing seance,
my father called me to the cabinet cur-
taln and talked to me—now rejolce all
ye doubters—in a volce and accent
strongly German. And my father was
1 “Down East Yankee,” and had pever
heard a German speak, never in his life,

Yes, I'll admit it did seem funuy to
me—at first. I understood the laws
that governed the “phenomens,” bhut it
seemed the queerest thing on earth to
Lear my father speak with a foreign
twist on his Longue,

But listen. This was tlLe first time
he came. The next time he brought
wore of his own Yankee twang with
him, and having gotten “the hang of
the school house” us it were, after that
he had his own voice and manner of
speaking. The conversation wuas in an
audible volee, and such that my Ger-
man  medium could not have spoken
with the pure Yankee tone, not if his
soul had paid the forfeit.

Dreadfully  perplexing my  $100
friends, is it not? Well, well, ngver
wind, wait till you get over there your-
self. You will not have to come back,
likely, if you don’t waunt to.

There are so many people who are so
anxious to believe that the dend will
stay put, once they get them “planted,”
that really, it is love’s labor lost to try
to convince them to the contrary.

MAUD VAUGIIN,

o SRTSTIN " P T
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Bottlehinding,

e ————

You can’t judge of the quality
of a book by the binding, nor
tell the contents by the title.
You look for the name of the
author before you buy the book.
The name of Robert Louis
Stevenson (for instance) on the
back guarantees the inside of
the book, whatever the outside
may be,

There’s a parallel between
books and bottles, The bind-
ing, or wrapper, of a bettle is
no guide to the quality of the
medicine the bottle contains.
The title on the bottle is no
warrant for confidence in the
contents. It all depends on the
author’'s name. Never mind
who made the bottle. Who
made the medicine? ‘That's
the question. -

Think of this when buying
Sarsaparilla, It isn't the bind-
ing of the bottle or the name of
the medicine that you'’re to go
by. That's onlyprinter’sink and
paper! The question is, who
made the medicine? What's
the author’s name? When you
see Ayer's name on a Sarsapa-
rilla bottle, that’s enough. The
name Ayer guarantees the best,
and has dong so for §0 years,

~

Soul of Things; or Psychometrig
Researched and Discoveries,

BY WM, AND ELIZABETH M. R,

Denton. A marvelous work. Though conclse ag

& text-book, 1\ {8 gs fascinating a8 @ work of fiction.

Tha reader will be smazed to sce the curlols facts

here combined in support of this newly-discovered

power of the buman mind, which will resolve a thou

sand doubts and difficulties, make Geology-as plain &z

day, and throw light on all the grand eubjects Low ob:

scured by time.

Soul or Things—VoL I,
Cloth.seetriiennonenranes sessesesireecarascencans 150
- Pastage 10 cents.

Soul of Things—Vol 1I.

Ilustrated. €50 pp. ClOth...veieasporseresnnesed] 50
, Fostago 10 cents.

Soul of Things—Vol. Il

lvrated. 862 ;5;' (11117 ST . 1
. stage 10 cents.

THE TALMUD.

Belections from the contents of that apclent book,
110 commentarles, teachings, postry, and legends,
Also brief sketches of tha men wbo made &nd com.
gg{:{egl gopon It By H. Polang. % pp, Prics,

WA N N N -

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS.

@Gathered from the Highways, By-ways and Hedges
ofLife, By MatTig E. HULL,  This 18 a marvelously
neat book of selections from- Mrs. Hulls best pocms,
setmons and essays, and contains 8 splendld portralt
of the suthor, alson portralt of Moses BEull, P

ce,
E&suy bound in Englsh cloth, 8.  For salcst this
(- ; . “

SOGIAL UPBUILDING,.
Tucluding Co-bpersilve £ystems and tha Bnl;phm

snd Enpoblement M,anlnlte‘. _ By E. D.. Babbitt,
. e last part of Homan

LL.E.,
Colturs and Core. Paper

D. This comiprisea
) cover, 3%c. For sale st
this office. . .

kind to say-that she does not’ belleve | .
heaven sells its assurance at $100 & |

out some living friend, and exhibit that |

the body hus disappeared, but until the.

"~ HYPNOTISH;

Its Facts, Theories and Related ' i

‘Phenomena, with Explana-
tory Anecdotes, Descrip-
tions aAnd Reminis-
cences,

BYCARL SEXTUS, THE BOOK IS
largely & record of the facts and demonstration:
which thie author has seen, hesrd of or precented iu |
bis awn experhinents. The history of the yverfou:
phases of the sclouce le succtnctly presented, ang the
Various theorles clearly stuted, Mauy of the exper:
meuts described occurred fu Chlcago. The pletoris.
llustrations add muck to the futerest and value of the
book, which will be found very interesting 1o the gey-
eral reador, 88 well 4s Lelpful and {nstructive to the
Btudeat. The work 16 & handsome volume of 900
pages, bound in cloth. Price, $2.00
the ofilce uf Tuy PLOGRESSIVE THINYER,

Researches in Oriental Hisfory.
BY G. W. BROWN, M. D,
One Vol, 18mo, 407 Pages, Cloth, '31'60;'

GENERAL DIVISION.

1, RESEARCHES IN JEWISH HISTORY.
%. RESEARCHYS IN ZOROASTRIANISAL
S. DERIVATION OF CHRISTIANITY, .
4, WHENCE OUR ARYAN ARCESTORS?
The whole comprises an earncst but fruftless search
for u Historical Jesus, .
In this volume the Jews aro clearly shown not;tc

have been Lhe holy and favored peopls they clal Gl
have been. The Messlauic idea {8 traced to the ?m‘

trian Philosopher, 235 years B. €., and its hiatory i
outlined, followiug the waves of emigratfon, untii It is
fully developed fulo (.'ln'lnllnullly. with a mythiceal hero.
at Alexandrin, fn Jgypt, svon afier the conunencement
of tbe Cbristlan cra. -

The book demunastrates that Christianity and its cen
tral hero are mythical; that the whole system {8 based
ou fraud, falselioud, furgery, fear snd force; and that
ita rites, ccremonials, dogmus and superstitions are
but sutwivais of so-culled pugnnism. 1t shows vast re
scurch umong the records of the past; ite factd am
tostty gleaned from Christing aothority; and ne per
son ¢an read it without fastructicn und profit, whethe:
he reaches the same conclustons with the autkor ¢
ptherwise.  For sule at this uftice,

‘THE LYCEUM GUIDE,

For the Home, the Lyceum
and Societies.

A Manual of Physical, Intellect-
ual and Spiritual ¢ 'ulture.

COMPILED BY EMMA ROOD
TUTTLE,

COLLECTION OF MUSIC AND

Soogs, Golden Chuin Reclintions, b emory Gemy,
Choral Respunses, Funers! Seriices, Programs for
sesstous, Larllamentary Rules. Iustructious for Or-
ganlziug and conductng Lyceums, Instractions for
Phyaleal Culture, Catlvthenies and Marchivg; Dao
ners, Stapdards, the Band of Mercy, cte.; a book by
the ald of which a Progressive Lyceum, a Spiritual or
Liberal Boclety may be organized and conducter,
without other aselstance. It supplies the wanta d:
Spiritual Societies for fresh Hpiritual songs, witk
nusic free from (ue dismal tons of the old hymnology
1t furnishies s unique selection of cholee rendings and
responses such ysno other selectlon contafus, ‘Itgives .
a practical system of gracetul calisthedics. every ey
of which 1a muade platu by engravings. 1t gives tn-
structions how to wfeke the badges and banoers and
fostructs in marching. 1t shows how to estublish a
Band of Mercy as auallfary to the Lyceum, and has
all the mous) beautiful songs which bave been gathered
up by that movement.

The wuthor sud compller of tiis Guide i eminently
repared for the tusk by years of devoted Inbor fn the
Lyceum. The bouk fs the resull of practical work

rid tested by the {uterest awakened in the actua)
sessfon of the Lyceum. ’

While {ntended for the workipg Lyceum. the gnide

I8 adintrably adapted to the needs of the fawdlly, eu;
ylylu 6 pages of new spirftnel mosfc and words
ound nowhere clae, excepl ln aheet form at many
tmes the cost. The bouk bas been placed at the
remurkalily tow prlee of 50 cents, s#tt postpuald,

For Sale by ‘Che Progressive Thinker,
40 Loomis §t., Chicago.
Also by Hudson Tuttle,

Berlin Heights, Ohio.

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Not Adapted to Modern Civilization, with the Tryge
Character of Mary Magdalene, By Geo. W. Brown,
D. Price, 15 cents.

Out of the Depths Into the Light.

By Samuc! Bowies; Mrs. Carrle I, S. Twiag. me:
flum. This little hook Wit be read with futense in
tereat by thousands. Price 25 cents.

PHILOSOPHY
OF SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE.

This work contalns an account of the very wonder
ful spiritual developmentsat the house of Rov. Dr
Phelps, Stratford, Conn. and similar cases in 8l
Parts of the country. This volume I8 the first frow,
he guthor directiy upon the Bubject of “Spiritaalism s
and hae ptoud the test of many years, Cloth, §1.25
Postage 10 cents.  For sale at this office. .

The Religion of Spiritualism,

Its Phenomenn and Phitosophy. By Rev. Samuel
Wsatson. Tifs work was written by s modern Savior,
agrand and noble wan. Price 81.00. .

The Science of Spirit Return.

By Charles Dawbarn. Price 10cents.

THE RICHTS OF MAN.

By Thomas Patoe. Parts 1 and II, Being an
answer (0 Mr. Burke's attack upon the French
Revolution. Post 8vo., 2i¢ puges. Paper, 30 cents;
cloth, 5U cents,

Ingersoll's Great Address

On Thomas Palne, st the late Paine celebration in
New York Gity. Drice, 6 couts; ten copies for&0 cents.

Outside the Gates, and Other Tales
and sketches. By a band of epirft latelligences,

through the mediumship of Mary Theresa Shelbamer.
An excellent work., Price ¢1.25.

Yiews of Our Heavenly Home.

00: Fur sale at h

By Andrew Jackson Davis, A bighly interesting
wor{. '

Price 75 cents. P’ostaso 5ceuts.

J r nis hY \ a

HISTORY OF THE [INQUISITION

Just the book for those secking fnformation con-
cerning that most damnable {nstitution known fn-
hllwrr~l,hc Romsn Catholic Inquisition. Every
Amerlecan citizen sbould become acqusiuted with the =
facts ro succinctly stated in this valushle record. It
shows the methods ueed by the Romish Church to ex-

terminate those who reject {ts bellefs and clafms.
For tale at this oflice. Price 25 conts, .

. LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE.

* Py Edftor of the Natlonal with Preface and Notes
by Peter Eckler, Illustrated with views of the old * -
Pafue Homestead and Paioe Monument, st New -
Rochelle, also, portraits of Thomsas Cllo Rickman,
Joc Butlow, Mary Wolletonecraft, Madame Roland.
Condorcet, Brissot, and the most prominent of Palne's ,
friends fn Europe and Amerlca. Clot®, 75 cents, :

WHITE MAQIC

Taught ia “Turee Sevens,” a bodk of 271 Tt s
really a very interesting and euggestive Wor; Price.
$1.95. For sale st this ofice.

THE AGE OF REASON. -

By Thomss Paine. Bclnx an Investigation of Truc
and Fabulous Theology. new and complets edi-
tion, from new plates and new type; 18§ pages, post
8vo, Paper, 25 couts; cloth, 20 cents. o

STANDING UF FOR JESUS, -
Or whet the editor of the Freethinker's Magazina
thlnks of him. Price,4 cents; twenty-five copics for .
50 cents. . C

SEERS OF THE AGQES:

(e O, s, B
. Peebles, M. D. Clop: 2 of Interestn
»ud ingtructive facts. Price8d®s, . o0

— . T TR Ja
- God in the Constitution.  _
By Robert G. Ingersoll, Oueof the best papers Colo- -
nel Ingersoll ever wrote. -In paper cover, with like- -
ness of author, Price, 10 cents; twelee coples for $1.90.

Kature, Relstlons and Expression {n Bumes Bm-- -
g:dlmcnts: Given through Mri. Cors L. V. Rich-
mond, by her Guldes, A boak that évery one who
interested in ro-incarnstion thonld read.” Price ¢100:

K
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. THE NA’.J‘IONAP "ORGANIZATION.

LA Féwidlioughis-ont the subject “of-ot-]
phzatien,  a - theme that ~has ever
eemed to me as alt important in the
gvelopment and expression of any prin-
ple. As sure as wen are . brought to
ge—and Dby. seeing is hoplied much
hore than kuowing—tjat there arve
filent laws of order and organization
werywhere at work in the universe, and
liat it does not depend on any one an
Jr set of men to operate these unseen
Pnd silent laws, and that all the results
hie’ world has ever achieved, are the
itcome solely of the working of these
aws. However history may applaud
dis man or seek Lo deify that, just 80
joon will human authogity and form
ranish like the mist of the morning in
he risen sun, and the supreme power
of the spirvitual vindieate. jtself in the
Mfairs of nations and meén. Spiritual-
wm has come not a day too soon to
anancipate the human soul, and Spirit-
aalism or the spuermundane-element of
which it is composed ‘silently puis aside
hyman . agencies, whether personal
melely or organized. As sooh as-they
have done the work it appointed. to
them, it has more regard for the work
itsclf than to the individual doer of it.
. Hence it selects its Instruments ac-
cording - to thelr peculinr fitness for
" the. puipese in hand; never for
the agpgraudizement of the instru-
- ment. 1t silently  organizes its

plans in obedience: to the needs, and

7y it, but. no less effectively, deposes exist-

ing leaders and organjzations when
" their usefulness is over, or they prove
“inadequate 1o the needs of .the houy, by
avithdiawing from them any farther
work -or suppart,
; THE PERI'ECT ORGANIZATION.
“fhe perfect organization of the
Roman Catholic Chnreh serves to hold
each integral part of that powerful
body intact; not a child left out or for-
gotten in that stupendous-plan; a thou-

. sand things Insisted upon that seem to

the casual onlooker foolish and puerile,
but to a closer student of organization
appear, as they are, the small particles
of cement that hold the greater things
in place, and without which the institu-
dion would fall into speedy decay. Less
‘perfect, and consequently less powerful

" are the Protestunt organizations, and

yet banded together as they are as an
organit body, they wield an 1nfluence
that is mighty indeed, and which has
“gecwred to them privileges that inorgan-
ized bodies cannot enjoy.
THE SALVATION ARMY.
The Salvation Army, despised and

" reviled Ly all alike in their Inciplency

. {0 a concerted plan of action.

are to-dny a powerful organization,
reaping the Dbenefits that ever accrue
' No one

0 1g too weak to be of service in their

- propgganda. Labor unions have had
strength to win victories just in propor-
tion to the strength of their organiza-

.. tions; their failures lhave ever come

) -

e

from a lack of unity in themselves.
POLITICAL PARTIES,
The splendid acbievements of the
CiMepublican party in its history in the
“past, as well as in the late campalign, 18
‘due to an almost perfect organization.
T'he ‘People's party, despised, ridiculed,
as all new movements are, has gone
on steadily in the work of organization
- antil to-day its number seems formid-
able when it comes to counting the
votes; and either party wil welcome
them, and they have galned that meas-
-ure of consideration that is ever paid to
organization. .

A - AHBOSOPHISTS — SPIRITUALISTS.

“The Theosophists are perfecting their

L organization, gaining ground hete in

“lAmerien, and have sent ont organizers

I to forelgn countries, and because of
© ¢oncerted action they are gaining as

“lelpers many who have stood with the

- % Spirftualists I the past, and who would

 for so doing.

do so to-day if there was any incentive
But, alas! many localities

that boasted of good socleties as many

©as thirty years ago. and perhaps until

“_-;-.' the lust few years beld Spiritual meet-

ings, are to-day without any society

.. whatever; the people seattered about—
- many are found in the church or have

fost interest altogether,
" HIGH AND LOW TIDES.

In all these years since the first rap
at Hydesville the interest has had its

»"high and low tides in almost every
~.: locality. Many of the brightest lights

" on the spiritual platform have Dbeen
compelled to seck other means of gain-
ing a livelihood since they were not

" gustained or supported by the Spiritual-

¥
- Drganization
. minority
. .country—not but what all Spiritualists
= .would

E . ton outside the doors, so to speak; not

“+~.Natlonal

- fsts; petty jealousies and an inclination
© to belittle ench other has marked and

marred the work, and an incalculable
Injury done to the cause thereby.

A NATURAL ORGANIZATION.
We have au this time a National

composed of a  small
of the  Spirvitualists of this

like to be Identified with a
National movement. and assist in the

L owork attached thereto, and share the|
. -.Jiopors in so important a work, but the

facts in the case are these, Many who
have devoted much study and work to
the subject of orgaunization, who even
‘participated in the formation of the
to a ecertain extent, found
themseives at the close of the conven-

even mewbers of the thing they hag
ereated. ‘The consequence was  that
many who went to Chicago cheerfully

.- paying their expenses, full of cnthu-

glasm, and eager 10 work for the cause
" they had already sacrificed so much for,
went home disappointed, aud in many
Cinstances disgusted with the action of
" that meetinig. The Assoclation is three
years old, and as the Lditor of The
_Progressive Thinker says, there are

. “thousands who do not know anything of

© the acticn of the convention held in

" {Washington. and candor compels me to

add, that there are thousands who do
‘not care: {hey are not interested; they
- are not represented; they do not belong
" to the Association, and nothing that

) .they have done as yet will convince

them that there is anything to be gained

in Deing individual members. And in
the columns of The Progressive Thinker
of & few ‘weeks sinee there was a notice
of a withdrawal of a society and the
reasons given therefor. One geutleman,
In speaking of the matter said that “he
still regretted the time spent in the
. Chicago affair.” Said lhe could have
employed his time more profitably at

” .. .the World’s Fair, which he missed al-

" together hecause of his interest in the

- cause of Spiritualism, which in his judg-

ment had not been organized properly.
The selections of officers, and the man-
ner in which the nominations were
-made he considered unfair to the people
-who were there for the purpoese of par-

" "Helpating in the selection, and finally

e claimed the only literatyre he had
feceived sinceithe organization was an

" appeal for money, and a circular gdver-

tising a private enterprise of one of the

- pflcers. He would not contribute a
. _cent to"a thing to wlhich he could not

~belong; and whieh in- his opinion” bene-
fited less than a'dozen people, some of

¢ 7% mvhom the-knew had been coaxed for

the affair, although up.to thaf time they.
had disparaged the work of those who
were laboring for organization, And
farther, that at.this great convention
of Spirltualists, meetings had been held

more of thé npoblest workers in the
cause who appeared on the programme,
and this by people who pose as me-
divms and teachers of a IHarmouial
Philosophy -“‘controlled = by . angels.”
And, as he says, while they did not suc-
ceed at that particular time, ultimately
the results of thelr devilish work must
hrave been all they desired, since the in-
dividual they tried particularly {o injure
cune-into possession of the facts and
quietly retired, hurt no doubt, but never
murmuring. And the cause lost for the
time. being_one of its ablest, Drainiest
workers, and the unwise action of that
convention shut out for-three years a
great number of men and women who
ought by all means to have been act-
ively engaged in the work for that
period as they had-been previous to the
formation of the so-called National.
INTENSELY CRITICAL.,

Now, my dear l'éndel_'; I will po doubt
be eriticized for giving a few -inside
facts .in regard to this matter, but 1
believe I can stand it as well as the
grand spiritual mediums who have
been counted out, as I do not profess to
be a medium, and have no ax to grind.
The one whose objections 1 have cited
Is o gentleman, a Spiritualist and a
business man of large experience, and
more than all, one who understands the
subject of organization, and who has
contributed wmore than any gentleman
1 know to the success of several of the
most - powerful -organizations in the
world, in his own and many other
States, and his advice is constantly be-
ing sought, and if he were the only one
we would not think of raising the ques-
tion we de, but le is one of many, and
I firmly believe that President Barrett,
and many more who belong to the
National will welcome a plan of action
that will bring every intelligent Spirit-
unalist into the work; that will identity
every “spenker of known ability with
them, for 1 have always consldered
“that everything that is not with us is
against us.”” The thought comes as we
look about us and see the rascally
frauds; the scattered people without a
society or a newspaper; the negleeted
childven; the idle workers of known
ability; the cheap speaker and fortune
telling *“test” giver; the dingy halls; the
wretchedexcuse for musie that abounds
in many places in our broad lund. The
thought comes, have we begun right,
have we sought to bind together the
sceattered.strength of our people? There
are medinms all over the land who are
led by the same bright throng of arisen
intelligences. Have we sought their aid,
their advice, their co-operation in this
fmportant work, for be it known that
each one has a place and an mmfluence
that no one elge can have? Can we af-
ford 1o go on without them? Can we
£o on for another year without orgnniz-
ing the States and 1)1'0\'1111}1;: for State
conventions? Can we afford to let an-
other year go by without making the
National Convention migratory, its loca-
tion each year to be determined by the
needs of the cause? Can we nffm;l 1o
let the Christian church educate” our
children? Can we afford to follow in
the foolsteps of the church, and collect
vast sums to erect a temple in Washing-
ton, when for lack of funds we permit
laws to he passed in every State in the
Union that debars our Heaven-born
healers from practice, and that makes
the exercise of mediumship a crime?

Somebedy must call a halt.  “One
swallow does not make a8 summmer.”
One president, one wonderful inspired
speaker. and one book do not make a
National organization,

We must have the opportunity to
work together, and unless this i{s done
shortly. judging from the experiences
of the lnst few years, we will be lost
fo memory in some localities. We
must have an organization that will
mean something {o the world and to the
people, that will benefit the cause, the
soclety and the individual member, that
no society can truthfully say “there is
no benefit to us in being a member of.”
hut on the other hand a thing that all
socletles and workers will be alike
Dlessed in being a part of.

This society should be terror to frauds
and pretenders of high and low degree
—then Spiritualism would take its
proper place in {he world. A defender
of the rights of the individual; an out-
ward expression of the brotherhood of
man, and a consisten{ example of Spirit-
unalism as taught by the exalted intel-
ligences that are back of this great
movement; and who after all will see
that justice is done.

DR. FREDERICK HORMAN.

Clnciunnt/i, Olhlo.

SECRETARY WOODBURY AT LEX-
INGTON, KY.

Sunday, November 22nd, was a gala
day for the Iirst Spiritualist Society,
of Lexington, Ky. We were honored
with a visit from Brother Woodbury of
the N. 8. A.. whose presence was to our
little struggling society, as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land, while
the kind words of encouragement that
he spoke to us, was as the cooling
waters of a spring in a dry place. At
our evening meeting, lLeld In the
(lommon Pleas room of the court lhouse,
he addressed an audience of over two
hundred, setting forth in forcible lan-
guage the beauties of our beautiful
religion, free thought for all, and let
each individual with his or her own
paddlesteerlife’'scanoeaccordingto their
own good judgment. His words were
well received by all, and we regretted
very much that he could not stop with
us longer. Weofferhimin evidence, that
God's people still inherit and hold the
broad acres of Blue Grass that earpet
the fields of the dark and bloody ground
of old Kentucky, and that no honest
medium need fear the clutches of Ken-
tucky law. Our guns are loaded for
different game. '

Mrs. Mary  Garrett, a well known
physical medium of Cincinnati, is also
with us. She gave our little society her
services also, and added her thankfully
reccived coniribution in the way of
trance and natural self-speeches, fol-
lowed with tests—all of which added to
the enjoyment of the evening.

Mrs. Garrett is holding seances night
and day, while with us. She is giving
the people of this little inland city of
churches, something to think about on
a rainy day. We believe her to be an
honest, good medium. We also offer
here in evidence, that it requires no
passport but good behavior to make one
safe‘ with our people. SAM F. GRAY.

SPoems of Progress.” - By -Lizzie
Doten. - In_this- volume, tahirsy eerless
post of Spiritualism may “be read.in her
variedsnoods, ‘“from grave o gay; from
lively to severe.” It is & book to be
treasured and richly enjoyed by all who
love genuine poetry, and espedially by

- Rours })ctox:e.they.'would consent .to as-

Spiritualists. The . volume is tast
printed and bound. ' Price 8L - ily
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416t thé thing even with'ihéir fresence;.
but enrce-there insisted: upon - ranning

and efforts- made to- displace one or,

HE, DEFENDS

THR "NATIONAL ORGANIZATION.
“Happy he whogse Inward.eqr . . .
Angel comforiings can hear ..

O'er the rablble’s laughter,

And while hatred's fagotd burn,
Glimpses {hrough ihe smoke discern

Of the good hereafter” .

“Spirliuullsjn in'its early days, like a
flood, gathiered all the floating rubbish
on its tide, and by wany is judged
rather Dby this accident thau by the
force of its torrent. This is not exep-
tional. All countries and all religions
have their professional lazzaroni, heg-
gars, tramps, hangers-on, leeches, and
vampires. - The divine . philosophy: of
Spivitualism le no exception. Its pure
garments have been dabbled with ihe
slime-of selfishness, and polluted by the
vampires of “passion,” . That it has en-
dured all that has been cast upon it,
andnot ouly endured, but grown strong,
indicates its.tenacious vitality and the
inherent strength of its glorious truth.
We believe in *missions; that our spirit
friendshave ‘a work’ for eacl and every
one of us; but we also belleve that they
desiye us fo be individuals, and not to
be led at randcmn by any ‘reform,’ how-
ever exalted. - - -

C“ihat “Splritualism has shaken off
these burdens, which at first seemed in-
evitably crushing it to earth, indicates
its inherent power. It has also swept
by the rocks and shoals of partisan
leadership, on which this great boon to
humanity would otherwise have Dbeen
irretrievably Jost. Tlere has not been,
from the first, a scarcity of men and
women who desired to grasp the im-
measurable power it wielded; nor have
they been backward in making the at-
tempt. Ruin and disaster pursued them,
and this with swiftest feet, and
taught the world that-this last great
religion must be free from the tyranny
of individual rule, The day of super-
natural prophets, oracles, and special
seers, has passed. All medinms are
prophets; and all inspiration wmust be
subject {o reason.”

THE BAR OIF REASON.

Thus has written one of the ablest
teachers. The present oficers of the
N. 8. A. are unanlmous in their efforts
to conduct its business affairs, not in
the interest of any faction or clique, but
in the interest of and for all our people.

The Boardof Trustdes consists of nine
persons, mentally endowed with a fair
knowledge of business principles, and
all of them pledged to transact the bus-
iness of this essociation without dicta-
tion from any person, any medium or
control of any medinm. We give thanks
to our spirit friends always for their
kind ministrations, We are always
pleased to welecome them and receive
their advice nnd council, We do not de-
sire to dictate to others, and we will not
submit to absolute dictation from spir-
its, In the boldy, or out. Reason is our
only guide. We have known of human
lives being wrecked. We have seen
families  destroyed, fortunes squan-
dered, througl: abject and perfect sub-
mission to the directions an dictations
givenbyand through a self-psycologized
medinin; said directions heing more the
creations of stid medium's brain than
a message Trom an advanced  spirvit.
Consequently we call to the bar of rea-
son cvery communication. If such a
test Is wrong, it is our mistake. "Abjeet
servitude to the spirits of men out of
the body, is nc better than abject serv-
itude to those in the hody and may lead
to as bad or worse results,

PERNICIOUS DICTATION.

Yhe Roman Church is applanded by
many who -tiink their judgment supe-
rior and expect others to endorse their
views. The great sucvess of the Roman
Church depends on the absolute giving
up of all views and accepting the dic-
tum of the priest as the word of God.
Such persons will not endorse organiza-
tion beeause they fearitis too “churchy;”
“its organizing a new seet,” ete. On one
hand they endorse perfect organization
and supreme dictation; on the other
they do not scecept organjzation that is
free from dictation entirely. Supreme
dictators in religious matters may have
a perfect busimess organization, but a
true Americon has no respect for them
as dictators. 'P'lhis spirit of “My way is
absolutely right,” *You must submit,”
ought to have gone overboard when the
tea did in Boston Harbor. ‘Tyranny of
men or spirits ought never control a
National Association of Spiritualists; if
80 we have gained nothing by organiza-
tion. This society shall be conducted
as I sayor there will be no society here’
is the spirit that has North, South, East
amd West, destroyed our associations,
and the prescent officers of the N. 8, A,,
having seen the dire results of such dic-
tation desire to try and be as free from
this spirit as possible.

FRATERNAL CO-OPERATION,

It is the watch word of the hour, 1
do not think the methods adopted by
any political party uare those which
should be adopted by the management
of any National Spiritualist Association.

.| I ampersonally ashamed of them all and

their great achievements in recent times
seems to be regulated by the amount
of cash.they can control.

The fact that the present N. S. A, is
“composed of a small minority of the
Spiritualists of this country,” is not the
fault of its officers. Once for all, allow
me to say that those who were the ad-
vance agents of the N. 8. A. may have
made some mistakesinregard to the Chi-
cago Convention;beinghuman,I suppose
they did, but they did not make the
mistake of attempting to keep any
one out of the N. 8. A. Spiritualists
who have secured a good living from
organized Spiritualist societies for years
have said very unkind things about the
N. 8. A.; because, forsooth, 1, the great
self-appointed I am of Spiritualism”
did not receive an invitation, printed on
gilt edge paper-and presented on a sil-
ver salver to the Chicago Convention.
What did they want? A carriage to
meet them at the depot, some one to
board them while there, some to pay
all bills and 2 salary beside?

ANY REASONABLE PLAN,

The present Board will adopt any rea-
sonable plan that will bring into the
N. 8. A. ranks all. Spiritualists have
been implored, begged, and prayed to
come especially to the last convention,
and those who could not come were re-
quested to send their views as to “How
the N. 8. A should be conducted.”
Could we do more. We have not only
sought ald and advice of all, but we
have Leen to the expense of endeavor-
ing to arrange a department of the N. 8.
A. for the mediums themselves, in
which they can protect themselves and
assist the N. 8. A,

Every opportunity is given for all to
affiliate with the N. 8. A,

First. By membership in a local so-
clety chartered by it and the payment
of twenty-five cents once a year to help
sustain it. ’

Second. By sending one whtﬂg dollar
to the Secretury and becoming a con-
tributing member. P :

- Every honest, decent, respectable
means. hag atways been used to inducé
the Spiritualists of America to affiliate
themselves with the N. 8. A.. If they
have not done so, pray who isto blame?
That some may<have been: called and

B

few chosen is mof” tHe fault of those
who havpened to he 'Qll,ect,e.d _ofticers of
the B A R

. STATE ASSOGIATIONS,

- During the past year the president
and sceretary have endeavored to, en-
thuse Spiritunlists to. organize” State
Associntions, We gud How actively en-
gaged in thls work, - P'wo State Asso-

clatlons have heen: ppeelitly -organized

as a result., Kvery -$jate in the Union
should have a State -Appociation. :
_BRAXDS OI* LA HUSTASAL )

What a “wonderful’ henomena’ our
friend alludes tos AMany who went {0
Chicago “cheerfully” paying their ex-
penses.”” We are thapkful for so
muel, a true indieation that the millen-
nium may ng* have always to be post-
poned, and that in the near future we
shall not have to offer a salary to “re-
formers” to aesemble in-conventlon for,
humanity’s sake. Our friend sepms to
Inment that these people were * full of
enthusinsm.” 1 am not one of Brother
Moore’s Blue Grass Prohibitionists, but
1 do most respectfully submit that as
this was a Spiritilal Convention at Chi-
cago. It:was. very merltorions to go
there full of cnthugiasm; it would have
been very disgraceful to have attended
that Convention full of spirits frumenti,
or spirits vini gallicl.

But there are vartous brands of enthu-
siasm: Ther2 is the broad gauge en-
thusiasm thai is helpful and generous,
ready to do wnything under the heav-
ens that is for the interest of humanity;
and there is a brand of enthusiansm that
is riotously enthusiastic if I and mine
are in, but is not enthusiastic at all if
others uare selected even by a unani-
mous vote to utlice,

PROGRESSIVE THINKER EDITOR.

True, the editor of The Progressive
Thinker did say there were thousands
of Spiritualists who did not know any-
thing about what the convention last
held in Washington, did. Why? They
were too confoundedly disinterested in
their own eligion (the best under
heaven) to pay one dollar in a year for
a  Spiritualise paper as good as The
Progressive Thinker is. True, there are
those who cannot afford even that
much for a puper, but there are thou-
sands who cun afford it who do not,
and ihen have the audacity to whine
about what they do not know about
the N. 8. A.

WELL THAT I'' WITHDREW,

The notice of the withdrawal of one
socioty pleases some people; well, it
pleased the officials of the N. 8. A,
too. We do not believe every Spiritual-
ist 1n the N. 8. A. ought to be ordnined
as a minister of the gospel. “We protest
against wholesale ordination and we
prefer that any soclety that desires to
ordain all applicants or many appli-
cants should not be:aflilinted with the
present N. 8. A. Wgq bglieve sincerely
ordination should be pestricted rather
than encouraged. Yhe  fact that one
gentleman “scill regrets the time spent
in the Chiengo atfapr” proves that said
gentleman does ot realize that life is
too short to | e used up “regretting.”” As
we canpot travel this way but once, let
us use our {ime wigely in endeavoring
to leave the world better thun we found
it. His judgment. Ohliyes. There are
several such people in .this world. It
would take from qu,nntil eternity Is
passed to organize so that some one
man or woman would not arise and say,
“In my judgment so amd so is wrong.”

RESTRICTIVELAWS,

Laws are passcd alrendy in most of
the States in the Ublon regulating the
practice of medicine; passed while Spir-
itualists were quarreling over non-essen-
tinls; passed while they were disenssing
oganization; passed while some of them
were grumbling because some society
dared to remain in the Spiritual fold
and be known ns n “church;”’ passed
after the Rpiritualists had been warned
by suclh scholarly men us 8. B. Brittan,
who sald years ago, that such laws
were sure to be enacted if Spiritualists
did not organize. The “halt” was called
n long time ago, my friends; many peo-
ple are now just hearing it. The *‘ran-
tankerous” “my judgment” spirits tive
argued “the piot” until the train of pro-
gressibn has rolled nearly by. Reason,
judgment, is all right, but self some-
times must be lost sight of,

“I'he Boogy” of “Footsteps of the
Chureh” will not scare thinking people
now. Progressive people among us are
agitated trying to hold a place at the
head of the procession so that we shall
not be obliged to go.jnto the “footstep
business” behind the church of the
“Iree,” led by Dr. Thomas, Minot J.
Savage, Reed Stuart, Eben Rexford,
Crocker, and mcen of such advanced
views, that they ‘have left ereeds and
superstitions entirely bebind. Ifootsteps
of the chureh are pressing very near the
promised land of the Spiritualists,

If we do not sustain the organization,
imperfect though it may be which we
have, which the Unitarians frankly ad-
mit is better than they had twenty
vears afler they first organized, we may
find ourselves in the footsteps of the
church and not be able to help our-
selves,

THE FRAUD QUESTION,

The N. S. A. should be a terror to
frauds and pretenders of high and low
degree. Where to begin and where to
stop are very important factors in the
terror business, especially if you want
to be just. .

Don’t be to hasty even with frauds;
a scamp well hanged with rope he ar-
ranges himsdf, is more satisfactory
than denunciation which only brings in
return a large number of letters from
forty-year Spiritualists “who know lhe
is a genuine medium, and are positive
he is an honest man.”

'BUSINESS BRINCIPLES.

The business of the . 8. A. is con-
ducted on Lusines§ principles. It has
benefited more than one'dozen of people.
This fnstitution hag seift its able presi-
dent out through”thé country from
Maine to Californiy, address thou-
sands of people huhgry for Truth, tais
without any vegardito the fact, “can the
people pay for his.sorvices?’ Of his
missfonary work none but the angels of
God can sum up the result. This in-
stitution has been: working quietly to
elliminate fortunec-tellers, and charm-
sellers from our ranks, people who have
disgraced Spiritualism and caused the
arrest of honest spicit mediums.

A GRAND WORK.

This™ institution .has founded a li-
brary contalning the works of all the
best Spwitualist authors at the Nation's
capital, which is visited by many of the
most prominent people of the day. This
institution _has sent out thousands of
pages of literature to people of all de-
nominations, thus educating, not oniy
the people, byt the clergy in regard. to
the great truths of Spirityalism. This
institution of the people, by the people,
for the people, that has united at Wash-
ington, D, C.,-Jews, Unitarians, Secu-
larists, Spiritualists, Seven Day Baptists,
Adventists, Universalists; and others in
an -American - Protective  Assoclation,
that is ‘American and non-sectarian.
first 1ast and always, and. will defend to

the last the constitutional rights of the

J.

‘| cduise of the ‘Angels nmoung men-—such

people. This lnstitution whose officers
gret working all the time to_organize

pirityalists, not for any personal ends,
Jbut for salvation and protection of the

an institution only benefited one dozen
mdividunls? Boxh! D
CPHE SCARE OROW.

"Mhie National- Spiritual temple scare-
crow -also is once more afred. Awful,
isn't-it? Some aged Spiritualists want
to leave some money as u fund toward
crecting in Washington a National Tem-
ple school, ltbrary, headquarters of the
N. 8. A., combined, same to be a Na-
tional: Memorini Temple, The N. 8. A.
officinls knowing that these persons

-| have cheylshed this (le’sh'c have been

rash enough to dare to/ assist them in
arranging to leave their money for the
‘object they most desire, Is that not an
awful crime? Would it not e sad if
there should be such a temple erected
in Washington, where our friend’s Ro-
aan Church is centering its power, in
massive structures and marble halls,
and every Protestant denomination do-
ing the same? Why not make it a sin
for Spiritualisis to do anything in the
suime way church people do? Because
its like chureh people, ete.

I'P 1S TRUE,

Yes, it is true that, in manyslocalities,
guod socleties that used to exist ure no
wore, It is true that many of the shin-
ing lights of Spiritualism have Dbeen
compelied to xeek other means of livii-
hiood because of lack of support of Spir-
itualists, It is true there are rascally
frauds; that viany of our meetings are
conducted oun the show plan; the ad-
vertising around the entrance of
some of our - dingy meeting places
would disgrace a side show to a cireus.
1t is true we cannot afford to let the
chureh educate our children. It is true
that there are too many restrictive laws
already applying to healers and me-
divms, and it is also true that none of
these - probletas  can be  successtully
solved until we arve willing sometimes
to submit that *My judgment” may not
always be rvight;” “that I will try and
put self out of sight for a while and let
the spirlt that characterizes some of the
people of the Salvation Army, rule.
Organization will solve all the problems
that trouble us, but' that organization
mustbe compleicd now, not one hundred
dred years from now.

The next teis years will decide many
things, not onty in regurd to Spiritual-
fsm, but in regard to the Constitutional
rights of the American citizen, United
we shall win, divided we shall fall. If
the N. 8. A, of to-day is destroyed hy a
combination of fault finders, kickers,
charm-sellers, and fraud promoters,
farewell to organized Spiritualism o
America, for a long time; perhaps for-
ever,

Finally, our friend has travelled n
long way to say absolutely nothing new.
“One president, one fuspired speaker,
one book” does not make a National
Association. 158  chartered socloties,
whose representatives gather *in con-
vention annually, do, and if our friend,
and his friend, are true Spritualists
they will try 1o ald the N, 8. A. 10 be-
come perfect in its organization, instead
of using valuable time extolling the
Catholic Church, the Republican party,
ete, ete., and endeavoring to start "A
argument.,” May he and his friend co-
operate for the good of humanity with
those who lahor not for money, or glory,
but that hwuanity may realize immor-
tality a fact.

IFRANCIS B. WOODBURY.

PLEA FOR THE NEW WOMAN.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5.

in continual penance on aceount of the
sin she brought into the world,” And
8ir Henry Maine remarks that **no so-
ciety which preserves any tineture of
Christian institutions is ever likely to
restore to married women the personal
liberty conferred on them by middle
Roman law.”

Christianity would do nothing to raise
the status of women in Japan; it might,
lhowever do much to retard it. Unlike
the stolid Chinese, who disregard laws
of chastity, cleanliness, nnd order, it is
suid that the peace and plenty which
characterize the homes of Japan render
thent thefiost attractive and interesting
people of the Orient; whilethe perpetuul
amiability, gentleness, and refinement
of their manners is the wonder of the
western  world.,” Smoothing rough
traits by a growing sense of polish and

acter in lharmony with the spiritual
needs that a changed environment has
wrought, clearing her industrial path
of the rubbish wliich destroys social
feeling and makes co-operation im-
pussible, bridging over old difficulties,
seeking fresh experience in the realin
of thought, lifting herself above that
party spirit of narrow couservatism
which renders the social and political
state of Turkey almost as immovable
as the fixed stars—Japan, with her eyes
turned toward the west, is keeping time
to the Deat of civilization. J. R.
Buchanan predicts that Japan will be
foremost “in the second c¢yele of cosmic
progress, whicli will be pre-eminently
the cyele of woman,”

The tide of evolution sometimes rolls
backward, though, in measuring human
affairs by protracted periods of time, its
general trend is upward and onward.
During the childhood of the human
race, when the human mind is untilled,
and before the seeds of imagination
have been planted, every wrong, even
slavery, despite its numerous and ap-
parent defects, must have served as
the menns to an end—a link in the chain
of cause and effect; else, in the struggle
for existence, the seeds of destruction
would have been sown, which would, in
time, have ripened Into harvest, and
the nations that trafficKed in flesh and
blood would have gradually ceased to
exist. *“The Tunctions of every organ
evolved in an organism must have
tonded to its preservation.” Had
slavery, however, heedless of physical
conditions which imply change, been
stereotyped and retained as a per-
manent form of government, there
would have ensued, in the process of
time, an intellectual torpor, akin to
death—the powers of the mind becom-
ing benumbed and misdirected, the soul
fsolated and lollow, the sympathies
geared and deadened. ‘“Conduct that
under certain clrcumstances would
tpnd to strengthen a society, may, under
a change of circumstances, tend to
weaken it; Just as the clothing and food
that are In the. Arctic regions pre-
gervative, would be in the tropics delete-
rious and destructive. The etbical char-
acter of conduct must change if circum-
stances chamge the ethical results of
that conduct.”

A nation may be likened unto an
immense social machine, unable, dur-
ing the primitive stages of development,
to perform its functions normally, its
possibilities narrow and limited in ac-
tion, ‘subject to frequent disturbances,
oceasional disintegration, and destrue-
tive friction caused by the clashing ‘of
its parts, but becoming, in the process
of experience (which is root and branch
of all true progress), 4 more harmoni-
ous and complex arrangement, gradu-
ally :commingling  its “multiform  divi-
sions, making co-operation less difficult,
creating . thereby n greater demand for

tools of endurance; energy, and preci-

dignity, tempering her military char-

sion and a more careful ddjustment of

thelr parts. After the machine is in-

good running order, any impediment
or erippling, however slight, of any one
of its component paris or fuuctlons, by

artificial clogging, obstructs the healthy |

imovement of the whole, réndering” the
divine influx of fresh awakening and
experience  proportionately  arduous.
Another point tx be noted is, that if the
togs Insist on dictating to the wheels,
and the ropes to the pulleys, disorder
will become contagious, universal con-
fusion reign, and, if tenaciously per-
sisted in, the whole mechanical contriv-
ance will be shattered into fragments,
which only an immense period of time
can gather together again.

Is it not possible that this spirit of
dictation within the human family is
the cause of the greater portion of the
misery, drunkenness, crime, and viee
that have blighted society's fair face,
und sown seeds of discord in the earth?
And s it not possible that by a clearer
understanding of the nature of the hu-
man faculties, much of this evil may be

-averted in the futwe?

The final goal of human progress is
to place the brain in its normal sphere—
a goal which may never be reached, but
toward which we should direct our
united  abilities! When people are
given equal rights, and their brains per-
mitted to assumme their natural propor-
jions, there need be no fear that one
sex will usurp the sphere of the other,
or that the feminine element will rebel
against itself. Place women in their
normal sphere, and, like the laws of
mechanical foree, they will follow the
line of least resistance.

THE ETHEREAL BODY,

A Philosophical Study of the
Subject,

with AnsWers.to the Questions
of Aleinous,

To the Editor:—Having in previous
communications attempted brieily to an-
swer three of the fifteen questions pro-
pounded by Alcinous, in your issue of
October 31, I will now return to the sub-
ject and consider some of the remaining
points,

Belore doing so, however, 1 observe
that your correspondent has, in The
Progressive Thinker for December 12,
requested my reasons for saying that
“spirit per se is formless, and also in-
quired: **What objectivns to the propo-
sitions assumed in the following state-
ments?

“1. The universe is an essence com-
gosed of mind and matter acting and re-
acting upon each other.

2, That all elements and all mani-
festations of life in Nature are the phe-
nomena yf life entities, human in type,
expressing themselves in infinite forms,

3, That sex, from the single life form
to the complex, furnishes an evoluted
protoplasm or ovum suitable to the
growth of the entities re-embodying on
their path or round of evolution.

4, The physical body is a miscrocosm
made up of entities which are being hu-
manized by the ego of the body—the
God of the little world.

5, That all breathine forms breathe
in and expel entities of varying forms
and color of aura.

*6. That thought sets diversified en-
tities in motion peculiar to the thought,
who send off an aura corresponding to
the character of the thought and its as-
sociations.”

1 stated that, in my view, ‘‘spirit per
se is formless” because form is a prop-
erty of matter, and also because [ regard
spirit as omnipresent, therefore unaf-
fected by limitations of space, as itis
also eternal, therefore unaffected by
limitations of time. By its incessant
action it produces thg forms in which
matter manifests. These forms are
ever changing because spirit is ever op-
erating in and upon them, combining
and recombining atoms without cessa-
tion. The universe is also the infini-
verse. Spirit is universal and infinite,
has no outline and is therefore formless.
The individualized manifestations of
spirit expressed through matter have
material forms, however ethereal the
matter of which they are constructed
may be, but spirit per se has none.

In place of the first proposition above
uoted, I would suggest the followin
or the consideration of Alcinous an
others who may be interested:

The universe is camposed of spirit and
matter, which are co-eternal, and which
by acting and reacting upon each other
produce individualized minds. The
physical element entering largely into
the mental, each mind will occupy its
own place, higher or lower in the scale
according to the character of the phys-
ical organism through which it is (}evel-
oped. .

In the second proposition ] would in-
sert ‘‘variety of” between the last two
words.

The remaining propositions T would
accept as they read and would further
say that the threelast contain most im-
portant truths, some of which I have
learned by actual experience. This,
however, would furnish matter for a
volume and 1 must at present refrain
from entering upon it.

I must now return to the original
questions. The fourth in order reads:
‘*Can the ego while in the earthly phys-
ical form converse with its astral sel{?”

While there are some who appear to
think this possible, there are objections
to the idea which have certainly great
weight. Which in this case would be
the real ego? that animrting the
physical, or that which had quitted it
together with the astral? If there were

two egos, one would be I and the other"

some otherl. Where I am, there is my
consciousness. If my astral body leaves
the physical and goes elsewhere, and [
am conscious of being with it, my physi-
cal brain is unconscious. The knowl-
edge gained during my excursion with
my astral may be communicated by me
to my physical brain on my return, or it
may not. But if, being fully conscious
of my actual presence in the physical
body, I converse with an astral who
holds different views to myself or pos-
sesses knowledge which I have not, I
am forced to the conclusion that it is not
I'but another who is expressing himself
to me in that manner,

The next question is: ‘“What degree
of commnunication exists between an as-
tral body and a spirit (in the sense in
which the latter term is accepted)?

The degree of communication existing
between the astral body of one yet in
physical life and one decarnate is prob-
ably.subject to considerable variation.
Nevertheless, granting even a tempo-
racy separation from the grosser physi-
cal form, it would seem rational to
conclude that the facilities for communi-
cation with the unseen would be in-
creased, and experience bears us out in
this conclusion. In hours of sleep or in
the trance condition, or when our men-
talitles are totally absorbed in conem-
plation so that we become oblivious to
our physical conditions-and material
surroundings, are the moments we ,find

specially adapted for converse with the

spirit-world, When the astral quits-the
physical, itis for the time being freed
from its restrictions. - It is temporarily
in a condjition similar to that of the dis-
carnate, and can therefore converse with

it more. readily. than at other .iimes,

But whether in or out of the body, such
communications arve’ between two bu:
man minds, and the degree must be de-
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and Sketches. By Mrs. Shelhamer”
Longley, Price, $1.°

Marguerite Hunter. Givenbya band .
of spirits. Price $1. ;

Origin, Deve]oi)ment and Destiny of -
Man. By, T. P. Fletcher. Price,
paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.25, .

There Is No Death. By Florence
Marryat. A most excellent book for be<
ginners. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 81, -
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teresting works, advertised {from time to
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“Woman, Church and State.” By :
Matilda Joslyn Gage. A royal volume,
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ability; showing what the church hay
and has not done for woman. It isfull -
of information on the subject, and should -
beread by every one. Price 82, poste
paid. 8

Right Living.” By Susan H
The author shows a wise
her method of teaching the principlé
ethics. She illustrates her subject wit]
many brief narratives and anecdotes,
which render the book more intﬁrestin' '
and more easily. comprehended, - 1¢1
especially aduglted for use in Children's
Lyceum. In the handsol mothersand
teachers it may be. made. very useful.
Youn% and old will ‘be benefited hy it
Cloth 8l For sale atthisoffice,. .- . .
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i ‘A Plea for the New Woman.
P A"Lecturé Delivered in Chicago. by. Miss May'Collins,
‘the Brilliant Young Lady, Who With S. P. Putnam,

- Was Found Dead

Tt has been abundantly proven by
able historinns and cconomists that the
actions of mankind, in the aggregate,
are governed by law. To this, statistics

v —--pear ample evidence, The physical,

- of cvolution, loaded w

" and

mental, and moral are no longer be-
lieved to Le subject to the decrees of
providence and separated each from the
other by a wall erected by a cuprlqious
deity. Belonging eiach in the domain of
ihe natural, they shade into each other
by such minute gradations that it is
beyond the power of the human intel-
lect to discover where the one ends and
_the other begins, or if, in reality, they
have any actual existence apart from
each otlier., On this bellef in invarlable

ordel rests the philosopher’s hope for|"

ihe future; and that mind and morals,
as well as matter, are-governed by law,
must be conceded hefore a solid foun-
dation for a fulure seience of ethics is
possible, Nature's laws work - slowly
but surely; and it is by the study of her
methods in the governance of mankind
that we gather strength, tenderness,
and determination.
Conceding that mental and moral
phenomens, like physical phenomena,
are governed by law, jmmutable and
invariable, it is reasonable to suppose
that the advance of liberty, as ex-
pressed in the growth of human equul'-
ity, Is no exception to the same general
law, and that the attainment of this
great prize is not the joyous achieve-
ment of a moment,” accompanied by a
" trmupet blast of sudden triumph, but
a Blow and painful evolution, fraught
with hlood and tears extending upward
through many long centuries of alter-
nate war and pegce, privilege and con-
quest, extortlon and submission, nrro-
gance and servility, onopoly and
Tahor. degradation and woe. It I8 not
a difficult thing to discern that the
geneinl drift of Lhuman- society, during

"its different stages of development. is

towards democracy. Of course there
are smaller and more lysignificant
laws that operate  against the
Jarger and more powerful ones,and thus
fmpede humnn  progyess, but these,
in- their turn, being cougteracted by

“other small lnws, their influence grad-}

ually diminishes, and, in the sweep of
evolution, is very nearly, or entirely,
Jost sight of; while the general current
of human affuirs, controlled by those
g larger and more upvarying laws, never
recedes, but continues ahways upward
and onward. )
So with this great principle of equal
pights. Those whose influence operites
against It may affect private and indl-
vidual opinion, and thus, in a greater
or less degree, veturd its progress; but
sthere is o divintty that shapes our
“ends.” and that great and powerful law
ith purpese, and
- each day pushing us farther (whether
we will or no) toward the kingdom of
liberty and the gonl of justice, 1_s not to
‘be overcome hy such menn feeling and
petty endeavor: and the signs of the
times show that the tyranuny of sex is
_as sure to be uprooted from our soclal,
political, finaneinl, and-marital systemns
in the progress of civilization, as is the
divine right of priest and Lking, and the
- right of the riehh to control the poor.
This ts law, and the progress of the
last few centuries proclaims " it, Con-
ditions must and will be so arranged
- that no individual will be oppressed and
hampered Ly social and political laws,
or proscribed and restricted o any
. speciul sphere. each being left free to
develop his oy her particular tastes,
talents, or inclinations in any way pre-
ferred, and unfettered by those conven-

tional rules established by the ignorance

and superstition of past ages, which,
if observed in every particular, would
De a death blow to individual aspiration
ambition. Growth is inherent
throughout the universe, and it was
never inteuded that hope should cease,
or the waters of life grow stagnant.
In the tenderest sentiments of the hu-

- man heart, in the holiest aspirations of

the human mind. in all that enriches
" and ennobles human thought in all that
constitutes a broad entality, nature
finds her highestexpression, Andit isthe

~ lawof love alone,of which Prof. Joseph

© from

5 preciate

Rodes Buchanan speaks, that is to stifle
" by degrees every unkind feeling, and
purge the humay mind of all unclean-
finess, until not a vestige of primitive

 parbarism remains to recall the history

of a degraded past.

" Everywhere to-agy are the evil results
of a false education regarding the des-
tiny, dutics, and privileges of one-half
the human race. The progress of the
buman intellect, as recorided in histery.
stands as a hurning witness to the fact
that the dark nnd dingy superstition re-
garding  woman's  sphere  sink into

-pblivion in proportion as we ecmerge

cruelty  into  kindness., from
slavery into independence. from barba-

"rism into an enlightened civilization,
Not many realize this fact, however, for

they have not the knowledge of evolu-
tion, and. above all, the historical cul-
ture, that would enable them to ap-

it. How few recoguize the
force of natural law, and jts bearing

~ . apon our deportinent and dealing with

pur fellow mortals! When a farmer
plants a crop of corn or wheat he does
not secleet a scraggy, barren distriet,

"I avhere growth s fmpossible, bul a fer-

tile soil. where nature’s bosom yields
‘sufficient nourishment, and where, an
abundant harvest will be the outcome
of a healthful climate. We do not plant
seed in our garden and hedge the spot
about with a great high fence, so that
the tree which springs from the sced
cafinot spread and branch beyond cer-
tain limits, and burst into blossom and
fruit, according to its innate tendency.
The laws of nature imply: growth, and
in planting a tree or a crop we observe
her laws. Again, in order that a flower

" ‘may Dlossom prettily, we do not place

it in a dark cellar or loathsome vault,
where dampness and decay are inevit-
able, and where the root has the ad-
vantage of ueitbher sunshine nor rain to

" insure its health and increase its vital-

ity. We do not do this: yet the rude
restraints and artificial barriers we
place about women bear a striking re-
semblance to the illustration offered.
*. 'Let us consider this question from a
‘gociological standpoint. Of the fact
hat the mental and moral elevation of
a country depends largely upon the
-share its women have in the formation
pf social laws and customs, and upon
the degree in which they participate in
religious and legislative - assemblies,
_consplicuops llustrations abound in his-
_tory—illustrations too numerous to mafi-

" tion here. Sparta furnishes a striking

example of some of the bravest men
“gome of the most energetic, daring, und
resolute spirits. that ever adorned the
ages of human history. Every pos-
ble opportuntly was afforded women

'in Boston,” Mass.

for self-culture, bcth mental and phys-
fcal; and to their .constant traing of
hody and mind was due the supreme-
and important position which Sparta
held in the annals of Greece, Women
were fitted especially for maternity, but
maternity was conceived In the highest|
and broadest sense of the word. Prof.
James Donaldson says: *Muny of the
wives were better edncated than thelr
husbands, and the fact was noticed by
others. ‘Yéu of Lacedemon, sald a
sirauge lady to Gorgo, wife ot Leonidas,
‘are the only women in the world that
rulé the men.' “We' she'yeplied, are the
only women in the world that bring

the infivences of soclal elfcumstances
that thejr pilly depreciation of the intel-
Iecfunl, iahd. Billy - panegyrics oo the
woral, nature”of wowmen.” . -

We are told that women do not want
liberty, but how fur is this based on
fact? And, again, is the measure of the
desites of a people always the measure
of their needs? Mauy of the slaves
during our late civil yvar did not want
liberty, und. did ask for it; the sume
with many of the Roman slaves; yet
who will deny that liberty was neces-
sary to their Dbetter development?
Scarcely a question in oppression of any
sort but what presents iwo sides—the

“Tone a garden where flowers spring up

and fill the atr with fragrance, the other
a “sepulcher” atrewn with rags. and
“dead men’s bones” Peghaps around
the heart of the negro now living there
clustér no teuderer memories during
his departing years ihan those of the
detr old gntebellum days, when, after
the-close of a hard day's work in the
cotton field and a hearty meal}, he
would stretch himself at his master's
feet, sing and play the -banjo for him
whom le loved—gone, forever gonel—
but whose kindness and loying solici-
tude for his welave, it would be heart-
less to forget. Considered from a senti-
mentai standpoint, in this case life was
worth Hving; oppression had its suony
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forth men.,! There is a great deal of
point in what Gorgo said. If women
bring forth and rear men, they are cer-
tain to receive from them respect and
tenderness, for there is no surer test
of a man's real manhood than his love
for all that is noblest, highest, and
truest in woman, and his desire to aid
her in attaining to the full perfeciion
of ler nature,” N
Strange it is that, in this day of
scientific thought and philosophic in-
quiry, there are many who regard the
question of woman's education and en-
franclisement as o sex question, and
not as one affecting the whole human
vace, Only a careless student of his-
tory, and a superficial observer of hu-
man uffairs, could leap to such a rash
conclusion, for* in whatever question
women s involved, man is involved
also, and whenever she resisty oppres-
sion. and is led by the hand of progress
inlo newer and Dbroader lines of
thought and action, there is that grad-
ual uplifting of hwman character which
is everywhere the natural accompani-
ment of an increased liberty and higher
education. But there can be no true
education. no solid understanding, no
genuine footing for human progress,
untilwe allbegin torecoginze ourpower,
and to know that the slightest neglect
of any faculty or organ of the brain
and soul with which nature has en-
dowed us will be so mu¢h missing from
that ecurrent of thought that is to
sparkle and glow through all eternity,
So tight a grip has anclent law and
theology upon our minds, that we are
prone to think of women as things,
rathier than creatures; as so much mate-
rinl out of which we ecau construct
things after our own fashion, forgetting
that this material consists of o variety
of individauls, ench having, tu some de-
gree, the. faculty of construction her-
seolf.. To do this is to ignore the laws
of heredity, of human psychology, of
that spiritual force with which women
are peculiarly endowed, and which, If
surrounded by happy conditions, they
will transmit to their offspring. It has
heen well said that the crime against
maternity is the greatest of all crimes,
and one which nature, in her stern de-
grees of equity. will neither forget nor
gorgive. For women have a vast
and far-reaching influence in moulding
the human race, not alone in the or-
dinary transmission of traits from
parent {o offspring, but in prenatal in-
fluence: and no natlon ecan veach the
topmost round of the ladder of states-
manship and good government until its
women breathe the pure air and walk
in the bright sunlight of liberty. A
true republic would suffer oppression
to no one. however humble. dwelling
bepenth its Hag: and the nation that
substitutes chivalry fof Justice, and
thus lowers and humiliates its women,
as sueh shallow government must
tecessarily do, will go down with them
into the miasma and slums of super-
stitioh, thus reaping the fruits of its
own miserable polity and driving thorns
into its own heart, 'Too much cannot
be said of the favorable conditions
which should surround matenity; of the
mysteriouslaws that form the character
of an embryo for good ov ill; of the
splendid possibilities that should open
to her who is to give birth and training
to the children yet to be ;of the right
of choice so necessary to her highest
development, But the influence of
women. however great, is. after all,
only subsidiary, and in all humanity
are imbedded those psyehic foreces
which, if kept pure. untainted, and f{ree
from corruption, kill. reappear with
still greater splendor in a remote poster-
ity. As long as we hold to the opinion
that one sex, because af its weakness
andincapacity torecover itself after once
having fallen, should observe the laws
of chastity (or rather what soclety
chooses to call chastity) in a greater
degree than the other we fait. to
recognize the fact that it is net woman
alone, but man and woman together,
which make up the complete human
unit, and bequeath to the child those
germs of character that for good or {ll;
for weal or woe, for strength or weak-
pess, form the occult impulses which
are to_ guide it through- the,cosmic
realm: of being. Likewise those who
hold that the action of women should
be - limited to the narrow domain of
‘home forget that a woman can be moral
without being stupid, domestic without
being subservient, and even sentimental
without being silly. “I do not says
John. Stuatt Mill, “kpow of a mnore
signal instauce of the blindness with
which the world, Including its herd of

stndlous ‘men, ignore and pass over.all

side, slavery was softened and con-
cealed Ly the cunning drapery of ro-
wanee, It Is the contrast which exites
our admiration—the white picture
against n black back-ground! But this
is not all. Verilythetrail of the serpent
is over the Dbest and purest of God's
works.” A scene takes place too slek-
ening, too bloody, too revolling to de-
scribe, at  which  we instinetively
shrink back in terror. The white ple-
ture has disappeared, and a dark
shadow mingles itself with the canvas,
Harmony turns into discord, and, even
fn our imagination, -we involuntarily
shudder at the depth and anguish of hu-
man woe. 'T'is the slave-mother part-
ing with her c¢bild; and the plercing cry
of human agony that rends the air
reaches our ear and sends a shock to
the innermost core of our being.

~ Parallelto the ilustration just offered.
there are instances in domestic life
when tenderness conquers subjection,
when personal feeling is lnld aside, and
the husband loses his authority in the
intensity of his love, But thls is only
anotlier white picture against a black-
back-ground, On the other hand, numer-
our are the evils resulting from the sys-
temoflne quality betweenthe sexes. En-
forced motherhood, unwelcome ebildren,
divorce suits, scandals, wife-murders,
and other tales of domestic warture too
horrible to contemplate, make society
throughout one seething mass of dis-
ecord aud contumely. Manifold me the
hidden wrongs sapping the life-blo8d of
the oppressed, and sending untold mil-
lions down to their graves in the flush
of youth. Waliving the cruclty of cus-
tom which fain would close {he mouths
of those who complain it is the mature
of some people to suffer secretly, and
bear secretly, nnd go down to their
deathrin silence.

In regard as to whether the desirves of
a person are always the measure of
their needs, permnit me to add by way
of parenthesis the following passage by
John Stuart Mill:

“Concessions of the privileged,” says
Mr. Mill. “to the unprivileged are so
seldom  brought about by any better
motive than the power of the unpriv-
ileged g0 extort them, that any argu-
ments against the prerogative of sex
are likely to be little attended to by the
generality, as long as they are able to
say to themselves that women do not
complain of it. That fact certainly en-
ables men to retain the unjust privilege
some time longer; but does not render
it less upjust. Exactly the same thing
may be sald of the women in the harem
of an Oriental; they do not complain of
not being allowed the frecdom of Euro-
pean women, and think our women jn-
sufferably bold and unfeminine.” And
commenting on the same, Mrs. Mill
observes. “Women, it is said, do not

emancipation, but, on the contrary,
made in their behalf, and  fall with
‘acharnement’ upon any one of their sex
wbho identifies herself with their com-
mon cause. Supposing this fact to be
true in the fullest extent ever asserted,
if it proves that European women ought
to remain as they are, It proves exactly
the same with regard to Asiatic women;
for they, too, instead of murmuring at
their seclusion, and at the restraint iin-
posed on them, pride themselves on it,
and are astonished at the affrontery of
women who receive visits from male
acquaintances, and are singing in the
streets unveiled. Habits of submission
make men as well as women. ser-
vile-minded. ‘The wvast population of
Asia do not desire or value, probably
would not aceept, political liberty, nor
he savages of the forest, civilization;
which does not prove that either of
them are right.”

These facts noted by Mr. and Mrs
Mill cannot be urged too often. The
Chinese empire excludes the better
quality of machinery, but that does not
detract from the value of invention!

To affirm that women do not want
liberty is to afirm what we cannot
prove. To be justified in withholding
liberty from a certaln class, or a cer-
tain sex, we should- first be- able to
prove that none of that class or none
of that sex is entitled to or desires it.
I think I-can-say, without fear of con-
tradiction, that thousands of women
are waiting;-eager to enter the realm
of- politics and make a name for them-
selves; not to speak of the rapidly in-
creasing number who are finding their
way into the learned professions., The
truth i, a-large maiority of women
have becomeso accustomed to a stunted
growth tbat they do not realize-their

desire, do not seek what is termed their

gonerally disown such claims when.

own pitiable and ‘e tally-starved con-
ditlon. Deeply lantéiting that they can-
not appreclate the gregat doctrine of hu-
man - equality,. whith is an essential
part of all genulue philosoply aund eth-
icul selence, at tite spme time. It is
scarcely falr that tliby should serve as
models of conductjund deportment for
the rest of mankingd,-whe, with a con-
sclotisness . peculiar, to themselves, feel
@ voice from within #fili§ bids them tollo.s
its guldance and peikevere in whatever
seenleth the best, laying aside prej-
ndice and what some wolnen may not
want, let us look this.muatter squarely
in’ the face, nevey forgetilng that, as
sational creatures, we should deal out
justice to all. 1t Isp ost serious ques-
tion ‘which confronts”us, and no cifort
should be made to blink the truth or es-
cape just conclusions. Let us not forget
that the coarsest and most depraved
rumsseller of foreign extraction o the
city of Cincinnati to-night—however dis-
eased . In mind' and  Lody “lLe may
be, and whatever reaason le may
cohjure ‘up to déspise the Ameri-
ean flag  which protects bhim—ls,
under the present legal stutus,
a full-fledged indjvidual, invested not
aloneith the ballot'and other rights of

“citizenship, but witlimaritalrights, which
church’ and state give him the privilege }.

of enforcing to the utmost, and which
often furnish an -excuse for the most
flagitious of crimes. But the poor wife
can clalm no legal redress, unless-he
openly ' deserts, outrages, or murders

hér, Only calloudueis, or utter indif- [
ignorance |;

ference, or, what is more, I
could blind our éyes to the crime and

huniiliation, thé degradation and woe, |;
that not alone in our own fair country, |,

but in all parts of the world where
there is human habitation, forn the
sequel and corollary of the subjection
of woman. And these wrongs will
never be righted until women enter the
arena of thought and industry, and are

‘permitted equal footing and just com-
‘] petition with mven, Life is a sharp con-

test, a bitter struggle at best, and we
cannot urge too often the necessity of
each individual being taught the duty
of moral respousibility, self-control, and
financial independence. In this way,
and this way alone, can they learn to
overcome the defects transmitted by
their ancestry, and grapple successtully
with the hardships and inconvenlences
to which their environment may sub-
ject them.

Out of the very nature of things rise
reasons innumerable  why  women
should be gccorded complete and full
emancipation. Just as observation
teaches that one-half of a peach cannot
grow ripe and mellow benefth the
warm breasth of the sun, while the
other half remaing green and tasteless,
80 every step of progress in the study
of lheredity and the laws tbat govern
material and spiritual existence goes
farther toward {llusprating the uni-
versal truth that one-h:{’lf of humanity
cannot attain an enviable rank in the
realm of science, “philosophy, and in-
vention untll the other half s prepared
to go with them ‘and’ partake of the
bounfy und manifold blessings that
selence holds in stora for the future, If
we could only shake' off these wild
vagaries of a disegsed Tmaginution, for-
getting thatwoman was ever in slavery,
and lift ber up, as- by magic, to be
seat of destiny ‘fort which she is
strangely endowed, we would be as-
tounded at the wonderous change that
would be wrought 'ag th a day. and the
splendid  educational'  opportunities
which would open to the human race
an infinite realm of thought and action.
1 do not say that sjn agd sorrow would
he no more, but 1 ({0 say that if women
were elevated to theit proper sphere,
it would usher in a new duy—the dawn-
ing of supreme good to the human
family.

The emancipation of mankind, how-
ever, from the seltishness.and brutallty
of primitive barbarjc customs is not the
result of miracle or of special provi-
denee, but of a tedfous evolution—of
natural law working in and through
society. A single day may bring about
the couversion of individuals, but the
growth of # pation is slow, and depends
upon the many different stages of de-
velopment through which the many
different intelleets pass in slow succes-
sjon, Wecannot judgeof a nution by the
achicvements of its best minds alone,
but by the amount of brain that results
in the aggregate. To speak with greater
precision, we cannot estimate a natlon’s
ability by the extent of learning and in-
vention amoifg the ambitious few, but
by the extent to which knowledge and
fndustry prevail among all clnssos‘(-on-
sidered separately and as a whole. ™ The
advocates of human freedomw, on the one
hand, have seience and history for thelr
allies, but on the other side are ages of
ignorance to contend with—ignorance
which has its root in the human feeling
and extending gver every ground of pas-
sion and prejudice. Here is where the
stream of human progress meets with
the greatest resistance. Some one has
said that man's only sin is Ignoranee:
whether this be true or not, it is cer-
tainly the source from which the
stronigest opposition to any fnnovation
for the better usually comes. If it i
true that *“broad ideas hate partial
ideas,” it is still more true that partial
ideas hate broad ideas. Ignorance is
ihe natural enemy of liberty. The
growth of the human mind marks the
progress of freedom.

The fact that the extent to which war
is waged in a country is also appor-
tioned to the amount of ignorance
which characterizes the. masses, pre-
sents another standpoint from which
we can view the progress of lhuman
rights. That the decline of the watlike
spirit, fogether with the consequent in-
crease of industrinlism, hayve been po-
tent factors in the emancipation of the
human mind no careful sudent, in the
face of past and present experience,
would veunture to deny. No ome who
views the wandering ftibes of Africa,
ithe blacks of Awstthlia, and the
wretched condition 6f tHe Turks and the
inhabitants of most-patts of Asia, will
contend that fights and feuds are any-
thing but demoraliziug’ in the effects
they produce on the'human mind. To
strike another is in s very nature,
calculated to blunt the finer sensiblilities
of the soul, Buckld la%i shown that the
desire of knowledegd and the desire of
shedding blood, are.racely, if ever, com-
bined. ‘However, im.ibe ancient world,
when weapons of defense were more
necessary, this ruleidi@ not hold good;
the historian cites:such exceptions as
Demnosthenes, Socrxtesdlcibindes, and
others, who were eminent ag statesmen
and thinkers,as well as wortliy soldlers.
But in late years military ardor and
great learning have been united in very
few; probably with the exception of
Descartes, who not ¢nly excelled in
literature, philosophy, and mathematics,
but was admirable as a soldier. (See
‘Buckle's “History of Cirilization in
England,” Vol. L. chapter 1V. pages
137—147). That military and: industrial
activity should -operate in ‘exactly op-

“posite . ditections. in_their influence on

the standing and’ opportunities of
ivomen, seems quite-natural and- fhev-
itable. "In . times of .war it is quite
nafural that women should be placed at
a great disadvantage;and the softening
influence often exerted by them in miti-
gating the atrocities of. the sword s not
jiistly. ‘attributable 0 - thelr’ superior

‘tenderness, but thelr lack of -physical | law. -Necessity' is modifled” with con-|

Prowesg. - Coneerniug: primitive . women
it hus Doen sald that-“it 1s not luck of
will, but lack of power, which prevents
them from displuying natures ggually
Dradal with- those of primitive men”
The same rule, I think, might well ap-
ply to the women of modern thnes. The
phfvsicully wenk dread violence, and
had rvather submit than rebel, There
arve, however, EONOUIM(} variations
from the physieal ipfériority of women,
both i the ancient and wodern world,
andwereitnotforthechronic ill-usnge to
which the generality of themi are sub-
jected dwring nomadic and semi-clv-
ilized stages, the exceptions might be
more remarkable. ‘'f'hat the tendency
of war, even in its mildest form, is to
Inerease this ill-usage, and thus lower
the status of women,while the tendency
of peice aud industry is the direct op-
posite, has been very admivably illus-

trated by Herbert Spencer in “Principles].

=

ditions, and what constitutes a bless-
ing aund an advantage {o one age muy
prove a burden und 2 drawback to the
next, T'he saviors of nineteen centuries
ago cunuol meet {he exigencies of to-
day. Bociul evolution involves change,
aud the regulation of moral conduct
should befitted to thenéeds of the times.
“New oceasions jteach new duties,
{ime wakes anclent good uncoutd; -
We must upward still and’ onward,
wlo would keep abreast of truth.”
Centuries of grandual yet constant per-
sistence has breught about the evolu-

tion of the New Woman—once deemed-

an abortlon, whose eavly get‘tox"ts were
nipped in ihe bud by the blighting frost
of the Christinn religion; but,at present,
claiming recognition as never before,
and differing from the conventional
church-going waman of to-day, in that
she is abreast of her time. In the for-

af Sociology,” wunder the head of
“Domestic Institutions,” wherein it is

mation of political scheues and the
fruming of state copstitutions, she
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held that the despotism which militancy
necessarily gives rise to is collaterally
connected with an absolule heuad in the
family. Another iden advanced in the
chapter on the “Status of Women” is
this, and it appears quite conclusive—
namely, that the more inducements
there are for men to enter the arngy,
the more binding on women wil it be
to remaln closely 4t howme, thius belng
forced o bear the responsibility, not
only of rearing the family, but of pro-
viding for it, ofien under the most
stringent necessity, This drawback
suffers diminution {n proportion as
peace and industry prevail, and *“the
supply of males availuble for carrying
on social sustentation increases. * * ¢
‘There inay be added the fact of kindred
meaning, that in the United States,
where, till the late war, the degree of
militancy had been so small and the
indusirial type of social structure and
action so predominant, women have
reached a bigher status than in any
other country.” :

Thus we have scen the opposite ef-
fects of war and industry on the social
and political status of women. A strik-
ing illustration is drawn from the an-
cient Aryan and Lgyptian societies; the
former racked by war and tyraunized
over by the reigning power, was, in its
very uature, patriarchal, thus placing
woment at a fearful disadvantage; the
latter, though *“the militant type of so-
clal structure was evolved during thelr
consolldation.” show proof, mneverthe-
less, of having, during a very long
period, made greatl progress in arts and
industry, which could not butbe very con-
ductve to the influence of women, in
some instances “giving them precedence
over men.” Of the China and Japan of
modern timesx, Mr. 8penecer makes the
following criticism: **China, with its
long history of wars causing consolida-
tions, dissolutions, re-consolidations,
ete., going buck more than 2,000 years
B.C., and continuing during Tartar and
Mongul conquests, to be militant in its
activities, has, notwithstanding indus-
trial growth, retained the militant type
of structure, and absolutism in the
slate ‘hag bLeen accompanied by abso-
Iutism in the family, qualiied in the
one, a8 in the other, only by the cus-
toms and seniiments which industrial-
ism  has fostered; wives are Dbought,
concnbinage is common among the rich,
widows are sometimes seld as concu-
bineg by fathers-in-law, and women join
in hard work. somectimes to the extent
of being harnessed to the plough; while
nevertheless this low status is prae-
tically raised by a public opinion which
cheeks harsh treatment legally allow-
able. Japan, too, after passing through
long periods of internal conflict, ac-
quired an organization complelely il
itant, under ihich politieal freedom
was unknown, and then showe® a
simuligneous abhsence of freedom in the
houselold—buying of wives, concubi-
nage,divorceatthemere will of the hus-
band, erucifixion or decapitation for the
wife.’s adultery, while along with the
growth of industrialism characterizing
the later days of Japan, the went such
an hwmprovement in the legal status of
women that the husband was no longer
allowed to take the law into his own
hands.” -

Peace, prosperity, and industry are
the three wheels on which a nation
turng, and together form the lever up-
lifting womanhood from grovelling
slavery to the grandeur ¢f independ-
cnee,

Nations in their rude contrivance at
greater freedom and abhorrence of self-
subjugation, may. in primitive and
medieval stages of development, find
wvar beneficial in its rough destruction
of physical cowardice and the awaken-
ing of those forces which create
stability, defring invasion and leeping
the enenfyaibay; butthere are artificial
conditions arising principally from con-
tingeney, and ‘with an advaneing civ:
ilization the need of war becomes less
urgent, and sympathy, love, .benev-
olence, and purity of motive take the
place of. contentlon, rlot, envy, and
strife; new zeal is given, to intellectual
-progress; life is fnspired by more un-
sclfish ‘desires and friught with more
‘earnest” purpose; sclencé lends recrea-
.tiont to the tired hands of laber; poetry,
art, emotion and sentiment soften the
-bardships of life and give passion and
fire' a calmer Thotive; the weak have
more. consideration shown. them, more
rights vouchsafed them: newer and bef:
ter theories-take the place of old ones
and in Hme become crystallized into
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be ityvom her intention to dispute with
hit Ais dominion; nor will she wrest
froim bim one jota of the precedence he
may win by patural means, or the dis-
tinction he may attain by actual supe-
riority. Nelther does the New Woman
wish to part with the nature distinet-
ively feminine; she only requests that
the masculine and feminine elements be
united In organic law, as they are in
organic nature. T'he New Woman ob-
jecets to having ber rights plundered,
her personal liberty invaded, by the
most abject, debased, and viclous of
men. .

LEvery one who recognizes the value
of independence, the honor of self-gov-
ernment, the glory of distinction won
by personal merit, and, above all, the
expediency of industrial, mental and
spiritunl co-operation in the uplifting
of mankind, can regard it as nothing
less than implous—a crime against God
and humanity—to cast aside the sacred
birthright of liberty—the mouth pilece
aud expression of universal law. We
may infringe the laws of society and in-
cur no injury to ourselves thereby, for
the laws of society are rarely grounded
on analysis and philokophy, and there is
every likelihood that they may be want-
ing in correct judgment; but to disre-
gard 8 law of nature is a rebellion
against ourselves, for nature’'s laws do
uot, like those of soclety. grow out of
a confused and disorganized state of
affairs, but rest on the foundation stoue
of eternal justice, not slow to reward
right doing. yet pitiless In pursuit of
wrong, swift and inevitable in revenge.
Nature is a mereiless scourger, and let
us beware how we tamper with the
laws of heredily, lest the sins of the
father e ‘visited upon the children
“unto the third and fourth generation,”
Yyeu, event o the tenth,

In throwing off the “yokes and
suffrance” of antiquitly, which dwarf
our better instincets and hinder us from
rising to our natural level, let us sub-
stitute for the unjust legislation of the
past a system of equity, free from op-
pr(;?:siou or restraint of any sort, which
will satisfy the needs of an advancing
civillzation. and, above all, erase from
the escuteheon of our nation the tyranny
of sex distinction. lowever politics
may differ and creeds war with
each other, there is one fact in the his-
tory of human progress standing out
clear, strong, significant above all
others, defying contradiction and un-
swerving in its simple truth, namely,
that along with an educated conscience,
a4 more cxtended search after fresh
kuowledge, comes a promotion of public
and private good, including, above all
other things, a corresponding inpreas-
ing force toward the dircction df the
rights and privileges of women and the
extension of their duties beyond the
home circle, India and China, Turkey
and Russia, show the abject debase-
mont aud misery to which a country
must inevitably descend that rails to
comprehend those principles of law
without which due admidistration of
Justice is impossible. These countries,
inerQ and sluggish in development, are
lagging near the rear of civilization;
disturbed as they are by oppression
from wlithin, conflict from without; the
legitimate prey of a priesteraft which,
like a serpent, thrusts s poisonous
fangs into the very heart of the body
politic; encumbered and borne down for
uninterrupted ages by a system of
caste and religious creeds, barren of all
good, devold of sympathy. destitute of
sense, bul:densome and irksome in their
very nature; smarting and cringing
under penal codes whiech  exer-
cise no pity toward the offender; their
women dragged down into the very pit-
falls of weakness and degradation by
marriage laws revolting to every in-
stinct of decency and true lhumanity,
their faces barred from the gaze of the
outside world as if they weraloathsome
creatures upon whose brow heaven has
set the seal of eternal vengeance.
“Day.and night,” say the Institutes of
Manu. “must women be kept in a state
of subjection to their protectors.”

* China, to which we are indebted for
many jwmportant hints on industry and
mecbanles, held a most imposing posi-
tion in the annals of antiquity, abound-
ing, as she did, in finmense treatises on
science, ethics, law, medicine, literature,.
music, agriculture, history, and baving
the honor of Inventing the art of paint-
fng, “whicl, according. to Professor
Draper, was bronght from Chiua into
Entope by the Venetlans. The China
of the past,.bold, daring, vet spiritual,
in her philosophy has deterlorated into

clyims an equal right with man, but far

]
a mentqll torpor, which brands the av
age Chinaman with glmost imbeeily
weaknegs, his knowledge consisting. of--
a wmeve jurgon of unwholespme dogmas, -
creeds, eustoms, and formularies, rake:
from the shambles: of antiquity. Ang:
perhaps there are feay specimens undet
heaven so degraded as {he Chinesq’
wolnan, presenting, as she does, o de-
formity fu wind and body; and kuowing
uo alternative but to minister to the
vaujly and brutal appetites of the hu.
man wreck who goes by tlie name of°
master and husband. : S
One of the distinguishing features of
the orient, especially of India, noticed
by I, G, Carpenter and others, in their
travels, is the yulgayr displuy of jewels:
and cosmetics among the women, which
assumie n less important aspect in pra-
portion as the tide of evolution rollay
quward, and & growlug sense of
decency forbids excess and dissipation,
Describing the splendid costume of &
Turkish bride, Mr. Albert Lorentz, im -
his delightful work on “Plessure ang :
Progress,” proceeds as follows; “She
was dressed in white sllk brocaded witli
silver and pearls. Innumerable silvex
colns sparkled and dangled from her'
eurs. A belt of precious stones enclele
her waist. After her face had beery
whitened by brilllant cosmetices, crim-
son hearts were palnted on cheek and .-
chin. The eyebrows were dyed in
tensely black, and the flugers were
stajned in deep
woman, vuin and flattered If she bhe
rich, taboced and maltreated if belong:
ing to the poerer and humble classesy
is regarded as the legitimate prey of the
lust and vindictivenesy of a husband,
who can send her asg an outlaw, fromy. -
his harem of degraded women, without. '
elther waywardness or fickleriess on hey’ - -
part. This scarcely excels in cruel )

and intensity the Mosale code, which - .-
ordained that when a man became disv - .0

pleased with his spouse, he was :
“give hel a writing of divorcement ang'
send ber out of his house.” VUnder theq -

savege misrule of Jehovah, the Jewisﬁ -
maiden wasregarded as so much chatte¥

or merchandise, who could be sold by -

her father “to be a muid servant,” an K
afterwards redeemed, it lier master -
wus displeased with the baprgalg. Im:
compliance with the dictates of the™
Koran, the Mohammedan maiden of inx
mature years Is at the absolute d\lsposa} .
of father or male guurdiun, who ¢
pass her over to the wost wretched and
deplorable of men, without consultlng
her wishes in the least; once his, she ig-
his forever, or rather, nothing but the
most extreme brutal trentment apd con-
jugal Infelicity will justity a seperatiom;
and even when the rights of women age
sutticiently respected to granl the wige' )
a divoree (which cases are pajufully
rare), the woman is then purposely,
placed at a disadvantuge, her liege lord -~
depriving her of the whole, or a party
of her dowry.

Polygamy was authoerized and prage
ticed on aun immense scule by the e .
clent Jewish nation, but is inadmissible
under the Moslem rule, which limits the *
puntber of wives to four, although com« °
cubines are to be had for the asking,
Among the stututes recorded in the
nineteenth chapter of Leviticus, the .
woman found guilty of the crime of -

adultery was to be scourged. while hiep -

partner in guilt was to brings to the
tabernacle of the Lord a ram for a tres- |
pass offerlng. Not similar [n kind but
parallel in unfairness is the Islamite -
luw which, under certain circumstances, .
gives the man permission to seek a wife
from among Jews or Christians, buf
under no condition concedes the Mo=-
hammedan woman the same immunity,
taking it for granted that she is the exe
‘clusive property of the T'urk.

St. Paul expressly ordained that alt:
ministerinl and  sacerdotal functions
were to devolve on man, who, he said,
was thenatural head of woii.... because,
e was created first, in the image and .
glory of his maker; that women were tq
cover their heads in shame, fearn in sie™
lence, and live Insubjection. Somewla€.
milder is this than the tenets of the -
Koran, which fwprison 2 woman in &
harem, ordain that she envelope herr
face in an ungainly masque, and forbid -
her 10 pray to Almighty tied in the prese
ence of men. In the progress of cive:
ilization and modern enlightenment, the
teachings of Paul, unable to bear up
under the pressure of religious skeptia -
cisul, are gradually melling tfrom betfore.
our eyes, and the Christinn woman is
beginning to burst through ber prisom’
bars and to treat Paul's ordinance re-
parding her sex as *‘the baseless fabrie -
of ‘a vision,"—*ouly such stuff as
dreasns are made of.”” But the Mobam-
medan woman, stolid, austere, stiff, so
long accustomed to mental staguation,
is like a vessel stranded on a rock,
which neither wind nor tide, nor in-.
cessant pulling, can stir from its fixed
and motionless position. Having no -
control over her own destiny, meek,
sapinely submissive, downtrodden, ig-
norant, yet priding hepsélf on her mod~
esty and womanly bearing. secure in
the Dbelief that she is the wmost blessed .
of creatures, the Mohammedan woman ;
thinks subjection her natural siate and
bears her yoke with becoming sub-
mission. :

A faiut glimpse at the present listory
of Russia discloses a people rich in men-
tal resources, to which wowen contrib-
ute no mean share, despite the efforts
made to withold from them the fruit
of the tree of knowledge. Russia’s ac-
tivities are divided between militaney
aud industrialism, her brilliant genjus -
obscured by adherence to fashion, re-
ligion, and antique customs. The ortho-
dox Christian chureh, supported by law, - -
and public opinidn, invelghs against’
literary and sclentific instruction for
women, and so fierce has been its an..
tagonism at times that a woman's med- -
ical college (devoted especially to the
diseascs of women and children), after
turning out one hundred graduates, was :
suppressed by law., Politically, women
stand for a cipher; and of their position
in the church, Johann George Kohl, -
duringhisRussian travels, noted thefact
that “female voices are never heard in
the Russian chureh; thelr place is sup- - -
plied by boy-sopranos; women do not
yet stand high enough in the estimation
of the churches * * * to be permit- -
ted to sing the praises of God in the’
presence of men.” L

Although not exactly in line with my -
argument, it will be well to note right
here the decline in the status of women "
that succeeded the triumph of church- -
ism., Monrure D. Conway, in his dis--
sertations on South Place Institute, re-
marks that  there was not a more -
cruel chapter in history than that which -
records the arrest, by Christianity, of .
the natural growth of European eciv~
ilizaton as regards women. In Ger~'-
many it found woman participating in"-
the legislative assemblies and sharing® -
the interests and counsels of men, and -
drove her out and away, leaving her
pothing of her ancient rights but the . -
titles that remain to mark her degrada-:
tion. In the pagan countries of Egypt, -~
Greece, and Rome, woman’s position.
was far bigher than under Christlan:
sway.” ‘Speaking of the doctrine of her.
originnl sin, ~which was maintained
with such forece in the early church, -
Lecky says that “women were rvo-
presented as- the door  of  hell, -
the ~ motlier "of ~human ills, She
should be nshamed 6f the very thought
that she 1§ & woman, and should .live
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