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_THE PROGREGSIVE: THINKER.

This Department is under the munage-‘
ment, of the - distinguished author,
speakor and medium

Hudson Tutile.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Oho.

John Stevenson: Q. What is the_d}f—
ference between occultism and Spirit-
ualism? : . )

A. The word. ‘“‘occultism” is_an am-
biguous term, originally kindred to
magie, or the mysterious and supernat-
ural. 1t covered the unknown_ region
just outside the senses, of ghostly shad-
ows and phantoms. Its expositors were
professional astrologers, fortune-tellers
ang mountebanks, n
" Occultism is frequently used for The-
osophy, and agsin for, Spirituallsm.
. Many Spirituslists, to aveid being
known as such, call themselyes theos-
ophists, or occuitists, The difference
between occultism and. Spiritualism is
this: All that oceultism has worthy of
mention it has stolen from Spiritualism.
Aside from this it carries, if accepted

- in the more definite form of Theosophy,
amass of doctrines not true, being the
vagaries of ignorance, descending from
vemote ages. .

Spirltualisin presents, in entirety, the
one, wholly complete, harmonious and
unified science of spirit, and the ethical
gystem founded thereon. As spiritis
the moving - force of the universe, this
sclence is the {undumeut&l term of all
others. In its' modern gense it holds
that thie spiritual realm is governed by
.as fixed and _unchanging laws as control
the physical world. 1t admits no mys-
tery, except the unknown, which it
holds may be known -with increase of
knowledge. It has no secrets for prlv-
ileged classes or individuals; no ovder of

riests who alone nay enter the holy-of-
golies; no vitual, and its gates swing
wide to every earmest seckor after truth,

E.LR K: Q (1) A writer from
.Cripple Creek says that mediums are
gent there by their guides to be ‘‘min-
eralized,” What does that mean?

- (2) Isthe unpleasunt influence some
mediums have in rome houses cupsed b,

* haunting spirits or by magnetism left
by former residents?
-“A. (1) 1t has no meaning more than
the hocus pocus nonsense of the juggler.

(2) It may be from both causes, but
usually the sensitive are impreased psy-
chometrically by the objects which sur-
round thom. As Longlellow beautifully
says:

“All houses wherein men have lived
and died

Are haunted houses. Through the

open doqrs .
The homeless phantoms on their crrunds

glide
-'With feet that make no sound upon
the floors.
* * * * [ 4

“We have no title deeds to house or
lands; .
Owners and occupants of earlier dates
Fromn graves forgotten stretch their
dusty hands
~And hold in mortmain still their old
estutes.”

Thus every dwelling retaing the influ-
ence of every one who has ever entered
and the sensitive recognizes the partic-
ular ones that are in harmony with
them, or the place may attract & former
occupant, who will be thus better pre-
pared to influence the sensitive, having
the surroundings in harmony with its
desires.

Mrs. L, H.: Q. Ploase explain the
“modus operandi” of a medium sceing
and describing spirits around a sitter,
which will be acknowledged as bein
recognized—the medium in her norma
state, yet she docs not see the spirits
herzeif, but the controlling guide does?
Would sho be called a psychic medium?

A. A medimmn thus seeing a spirvit
may be in “her normal state,” but she is
not in the normal stale counnun to
others. She is sensitive by organiza-
tion, and a spiritis able to impressits
thoughts so vividly that she cannot
distinguish between such impressions
and actual objective impressions.

“Psychic médium” is u meaningless
term. ‘‘Psychic” is a word used by
those engaged in psychical research to
designate a medium, and employed by
many mediums because they think it
morc popular. A psychic muy not be a
medium, boing influenced only by im-

ressions from those arowud her in the
gody, Lt they have the capabilities of
medinmship, and way at any time re-
ceive impressions from spirits,

Miles M. Dawson: Q. 1bave becna
reader of your replies to questious from
the first, and Mrs. Dawson and 1 have

>~ {requently expressed our praise of what

we call their ‘‘splendid sanity.” Weare
anxious to carry on experiments and
investigations, to demonsirate the
principles you lay down, which to us ap-
pear sweetly reasonable, and according
to (acts observed by us. We desire
facts of scientitic, evidential value. How
shall we proceed?

A. If you were to attvems)ta photo-
graphic experiment you wou d prepare
the chemicals necessary and arrange
the camera. You would, in brief, sup-
ly the conditions and means for secur-
ing a picture. If you wish to trans-
mit a,message to a distant towo by tele-
graph you avail yoursell of the means
furnished—the connecting wire, and the
transmitting and receiving instruments.
Thus it is essential that when we desire
communion with spirits we supply the
conditions. *‘How?” the question is

asked constantly, and the answer has-

been repeated. Form a circle, and care-
fully develop the powers you will soon
find ' manifested. In other words, you
propose to experiment in the most won-
derful field of research, and to do 8o you
must furnish, so far as your knowledge

ermits, the conditions of such experi-

. mentation.

Fred G. Reece: Q. (1) What is clair-
voyance? .

(2) May clairvoyance be developed
without spirit aid, or is it ever inde-
pendent of spirit aid? .

A. (1) Clairvoyance is the perception
of the spirit, independent of the phys-

" joal organs of sense. It is seeing with

" the spiritual eyes, as clairaudience is

" within or witbout the body.

hearing with the spiritual organs of
hearing. In this the spirit while in the
body approaches, for a brief time, a
state wgich is the normal with the freed
spirit. . . .
I)(2) It-may be developéd without spirit
aid, or it may be induced by spirit con-
trol. Weare spirits while in the body
" with spiritual capabilities, latent, per-
" haps, but at times unexpectedly break-
ing through the restraining walls. of

- phérsical matterwhich environ it.

Iairvoyance may come spontanecusly
or bo induced by the magnetism of those
The pro-
--coss i3 identical in both cases. :

Querist:

-be made clear? . -’

: Q. Can the. relations be-
.. tween the spirlt and-its physical body

A, John Quinoy Admﬁs, ina (iuainté '

way, gave a remarkably -beautiful and
instructive illustration of this subject.
Some time before his death he was
asked by a friend—meeting him on the
street—how John Quinoy Adams was
that morning? He replied: “Well,
John Quincy Adams himself is quite
well, sir; quite well, I thank you! But
the house In which he lives at present
is becoming quite dilapidated. It is tot-
tering upon its foundation: time and the
scasons have nearly destroyed it. Its
roof is nearly worn out. Its wallsare
very much shattered, and it trembles
and shakes with every passing wind and
stormn. ‘The truth is that the old tene-
ment is very much out of order, and his
landlord does not think enough of the
old structure to put it in repair. It is
becoming almost untenantable, and I
think that John Quincy Adams will

have to move out of it soon; yet he him- |°

selfl is quite well, sir, quite well.”

Student: Q. How can I become en-
tranced or clairvoyant? ’

A, A great deal of mystery has un-
necessarily been thrown around "this
subject, especially - by interested charla-
tans who, with the methods of the jup-
gler, haye coverad up the reality wit
the hocus pocus of words, “'passes,” and
other practlces .to. distract attention,
Mesmer set the bad example, and the
ludicrous operations -he recommended
and that have been invented by his fol-
lowers have been the means of covering
the subject with obloquy and mental
censure. When it was shown that his
**passes” and ‘**magnetic” instruinents
were Inconsequential, his conclusions
were condemned, although not depend-
ent thereon, Yet his followers con-
tinued in their practice, and gravely sat
down before their subjects, touching
thumbs, and staring fixedly into their
eyes, afterwards going through a set
form of ‘‘passes,” the direction of which
was taught to be of utmost consequence,
All the benefit derived was that of fix-
ing the attention, and the most adroit
performers droppad the ludicrous prac-
tice and guined their end by having the
subjects fix their gaze ona bright ob-
ject, as a colin, or light.

There is no necessity for anyone
wishing to learn the art, or to enter this
state, purchasing the *‘secret” of so-
styled ‘professors,” for the means are
sinple and at hand. If one wishes to
enter this state there are certain condi-
tions to bo observed. Not all can enter
it; probably not one in five of the more
culturedl can reach any marked success,
and with the uncultured the proportion
is less, There are few of tho first class,
however, who cannot partially enter 1t,
for it is as muoch a colnmon endowment
of our organization as the senses, being
a part of our spiritual being, differing
only in degree, and is capable of culture,
The stress laid on so-called tempera-
ment is quite misleading, for although
those in whom the mental, or nervous,
predominute are most sensitive, all tem-

eraments, even the sluggish-lymphatic,

urnish noteworthy subjects.

The *'discs,” “medals,” ‘‘mirrors,” ol
‘“Egyptian’ or other make, are, as ad-
vertised, deceptive, for the only adyan-
tage they give is the concentration of
attention, which is quite as well attained
bg a coin, a brigbt light or any other
object to which the eyes and the
thoughts may Le directed. N

WHAT IS TRANCE OR CLAIRVOYANCE?

1t is the freeing of the Spiritual per-
ception—of those faculties which belong
to the spiritual boing, to a greater or
less degree, and this carries with ita
corres]poudin;z suspension of. thie.physi-
cal belng, The independent activity of
the spirit, the gaining of thosc powers
and fuculties it possesses when frced
from the budy hy death, malkes it sensi-
tiva to the thoughts of those in the
physical body and beyond.

HOW TO ENTER THIS STATE.

There should be perfect physical re-
pose. Sitting in aneasy, reclining soat,
the subject should assuine the condition
Delsarte calls “decompose”—that is, al-
low every muscle to relax, and become
free from the least strain or temsion.
Then fix the eyes on some bright object
unti} they weary and close them, or
simply close them and concentrate the
mind on some distinet purpose. All
this may be done alone, in the retire-
ment of a room frec from intrusion, but
it is better us a rule to have the first at-
tewpts guided by an operator who will
note the approach and deepening of the
trance, and by questions and suggestions
give the subject opportunity to tell his
experiences, otherwise the subject, on
awakening, bas no memory or, at most,
but a shadowy recollection of what has
occurred, and feels as though arouscd
from a natural sleep. Over-anxioty to
enter the state and a fear of conse-
quences, often retard or prevent the
subject from uttaining his desire.

As the state wmay be entered independ-
ently, there is no necessity of contact
between the subject and operator, and
“passes” are not necessary. In the
healing process the gentle touch of the
“*healing hand” is beneficial, and blends
with massage, but this must be held dis-
tinet from the necessities of trance.

SENSATIONS ON ENTERING THE STATE
OF TRANCE.

As the physical senses become dor-
mant there comes 4 sinking sensation,
or perhaps the reverse, a soaring, as-
cending and expanding feeling, as the
shaking off of limitations, and as it
deepens, the spiritual senses awaken
and the wmental horizon lifts, and then
comes a sense that the intenso desire
for knowledge brings its attainment,
There is a concentration of thought,
and corresponding intensity, and the be-
ing becomes like an instrument attuned
and sensitive to respond to thoughts
from mortals or spirits. Beyond this,
with more perfect freedom from the
pbysical limitations of the body, the
spiri sces, hears and learns for itseif,
and under the guidance of spiritual be-
ings may go to great distances, drawn
out of the physical' body, yet firmly con-
nected therewith. - - -

It will thus be seen that. guidance, if
not by spirits, then by someone on this
side, Is at first of paramounti benefit,

The presence of a circle is beneficial
because the minds of the members are
active, and give direction to the mind
of the subject, keeping him sufficiently
connected with the body, soas to allow
him to speak, and tell what he sees and
how he fecls.

A single person as operator has & sim-
ilar influence, and by leading the sub-
ject's mind In certain directions, assists
{n its concentration.

“Fneyclopedia- of Biblical Spirituaf
ism: or & Concordance of the Principal
Passages of the Old and New Testament
Secriptures which prove or imply Spirit-
ualism; together with a brief history of
the origin of many of the important
books of the Bible.” By Moses Hull.
The well-known talented and scholarly
author has here embodied the results of
his many years’ study of the Biblein its
relations to Spiritualism. As its_title
denotes, it is a veritable encyclopedia of
information on the subject. Price 81,
For sale at this offce. - -

“Cosmian Hymn Booki.” A collection
of original and selected hymns, for iib-

eral and ethical socleties, for. schools-

and the home; compiled by L. K. Wash-
barn. This volume meets. a. public
want. It comprises 258 choice selections
ol postry and musie, embod{yin‘g the.
highest moral sentiment, and free from
all sectarianism, Prics, 50c. 'For sa e
at this office. }
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To 9HE ED1TOR:— -
“Commerce has set the mark of selfish-

ness
The slgnet’ of its all-enslaving power,
Upon a shining ore, and called it gold:
Before whose image bow. the vulgar

great,
The vainly vich, the misarable ‘proud,
The mob of peasants, nobles, priests
.~ _.and kings, : >
And “with blfnd feelings reverence the

power
That grinds them to the dust of misery!
But in the temple of thelr hireling
hearts - = ! .
Gold is a living god, and rules inscorn
All'earthly things but virtue.”
' SHELLEY,

ot NOT TQO SEVERE.
. %Take my word for it, men and breth-

have any gift or stewardship of talents,
or means of  whatever -sort, are wllling
to %et up out of  our sloth and ease an
selfish dillettanteism of service, and get
down among the people whoare battling
amid thelr poverty and ignorance-—
young girls for their chastity, young
men for their better ideal of righteous-
ness, old and young alike for one clear
ray of the immortal conrage and the im-
mortal hope—rthen, verily, the chureh,
in its stutely splendor, its apostolic or-
ers, its venerable ritual, its decorous
and di%niﬁed conventlons, is revealed
as simply & monstrous and insolent im-
ertinence!”—Bishop Heary C. Potter,
ew York,

I hope that none of the readers of my
“flashes” will hereafter accuse me of
being too severe on the churches, when
one of its own stately bishops can talk
in that way, Sic transit, gloria mundi!

MEANEST MAN,

A new claimant to the title of ‘‘mean-
est man” is in evidence, but temporarily
in hiding. e attended a revival of
Chicago I'ree Methodists, exhorted,
sang, led in prayer, and was so ‘‘pernic-
iously' devout, the preacher held a pri-
vato session with him after the meeting.
When the session rose and the preacher
was alone with his thoughts, he discov-
cred the contents of his vest had de-
barted with  the newly-converted

rother.—News ifem.

A HAUNTED PALACE,

Some tine ago the Salt Lauke Tribune,
with true prescience, prophesied that
the ghosts of the murdered ewmigrants,
who went down inthe ‘*Mountain Mead-
ow nassacre,” would hgunt the Amelia
Palace as long as anyone connected
with the Mormon clurch attemptedto
live in it. 1n 1882 the numerous wives
of John Taylor, who occupied the palace
(in the deep watches of the night),
heard the death moans of the slain, the
frenzied shrioks of women, begyring the
Mormon butchers to spare their nursing
babes, mingled with the wails of dying
children, These uncanny sounds were
what drove the women of John Tayior's
houselold frroin the Amelia Palace. e,
himself, saw ‘“‘manifestations’” which
were sufficient to eonvince him of the
dreadful 1nockery of tho religion of
which ho was the head. His midnight
sluinbers were disturbed withr dreams
more frightful than those which baunt-
ed Richard, Duke of Gloucester, after
his 1nany murders, to pave his way to
the throne of England, which he
usurped in 1484. The orthodox hell
must be peopled with a very bad lot of
emigrants from this earth,

FULLY CONVERTED.

Frank Morris, who murderoed a niner
named Bernard Loker, at Uniontown,
I’a., in 1844, was hanged September 1,
1896, He examined the gallows and
pronounced it all right. Idis spiritual
welfare was attended to by Rev. Mr.
Gongware, to whom ho made a confes-
sion, and was forthwith baptized and re-
ceivod into the Lutheran church. The
crime was considered one of the most
brutal in the criminal annuls of Fayette
county. llis last words were: ‘‘Good-
bye; I go to ineet my God!” What a re-
ligious farce; and yet every brutal
wmurderer can, if he submits to it, join
the church, be baptized, and sent
stratght to ‘‘the throne of God.” Such
is orthodox Christianity in the nine-
teenth century.

Joseph Ofrosz murdercd Teresa Bobait
January 8, 1896. He was a Hungarian,
27 years old, and was engaged to be mar-
ried to the woman, and shot her in the
head because she jilted him, He was
hanged in A]!eghnny county, P’a., Sep-
tember 1. Rev. I'ather Gasperik said that
“if evor-a man would in time go to
heaven Osrosz would; he had been fully
converted and wus well prepared to
meet his maker.” A murderer that
can’t be “saved” bya Catholic priest
must be an awful bad man, indeced.
Next!

STRADDLED.

The M. E. General Conference, which
consumed the whole month of May in
church business, it is alleged, ‘‘strad-
dled most efigctively on the matter of
lay representation. It refnsed: to allow
the lay men the priviloge of sitting in
the aanual conferences, ‘but Eave them
the right to sit separately in the general
conference. The lay women were not
treated any better.” But what better
could they expect from such a body—
“the House of Lords®”

FOREIGN MISSIONS,

The American Board of Foreign Mis-
sions met at Toledo, O., October 9, The
committee were instructed ‘‘to restore
the work crippled by the retrenchment
last year.," The responsibility of meet-
ing the increased appropriation of $65,-
000 was thrown on the churches.
meeting is said to have been ‘‘one of the
best and most inspiring ever held.” No
matter how gloomy the business outlook
there is no let up on the **mission busi-
ness.” There's money in it for some-
body. As was said by Richard IIL:
“Now. by St. Paul, the work goes
bravely on!"

NOT TAUGHT TO THINK.

At the recent dinner given to Dr,
Cuyler, Dr. Hodfe is stated to have said
when talking of religion in different
sections of the country: ‘“You people at
Yale made the mistake of toaching
your young men to think. It wasthink-
ing that took Adam outof the garden.
At Princeton we let God do the think-
ing and we teach the young men to be-
lieve.” It is not fair to attribute such
statements to Dr. Hodge. He is him-
self a scholar and a thinker, and there-
fore is iocapabie of committing such an
egregious blunder. O, no, it is not pos-
gible that any man jn his senses could
make such remarks, and as Dr. Hodge
has all his senses in fuli play, it is an act
of cruelty to oredit him with such
frightful nonsense. What are universi-
ties for if not to teach young men to
think, and what is & young man good for
unless he does think? He wouldn't even
make a good oarsman or play baseball
decently if ﬂ ju took his brains.away.—
New York Herald. L )

Recent developments of conduct and

thinking faculties were not of & charac-
ter'to be proud of. They are not even
fit for oarsmen or baseball pitchers.
Bosh! ’ e
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ren, unless you and I and all those who |-

The |

character on-the -part of students at|:
Yale college would indicate that their| .
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FAITH DID NOT SAVE.
Whon Geo, McKay, captain of the
schooner Wissahickon, left Buffalo,
says the New Yopk Press, he was firm
in'the belief that ﬁ‘e',wa.s the object of &
special providenfe¥that had for many
years kept him &lidat. Now he lies at
the bottom of Lake Erie and hls schoon-
er with him, in company with many
others. He was so sure that the Lord
would never allow him to be drowned
that he kept sailing on. Finally, a gale
came up and the ship began to leak.
She pltched and rolled in the gale. The
brave captain refused to leave, saying
thag “‘may be ghe'd come out safe, after
all.” But she went down for all his
faith in the help of the Lord. His time
hlad come to go, and he went; that was
all,
) THEATRICAL,
The Apple Avenue M. E, Church,
Pittsburg, Pa., know how. o raise
money. So they. held “a fair and good
fellowship soclal” in the chapel, Octo-
ber 2. A little comedy, *The Journey
of Life,” was presented in good style,
Also an attractiva. programme of liter-
ary and musical selections. A few- years
ago the celebrated “Passion Play” was
prevented by law {from being given in
New York City, That was religious
tyranny, C..H. MATHEWS,

His Fame Rests on a Tiny Song.

Speaking of the occult powers of mu-
sic, a new book has appeared this week
from the press of a new firm of publish-
ers, known as the New Amsterdam
Book -Company. Its title is attractive,
simply *“Nephele,” the name of the he-
roine. It is the first story of an author—
Francis William Bourdillon—whose
fame rests on a tlny song, which ap-
Keared twenty-two years ago,and which

as been read and sung and fMmired by
everyone on account of its simple figure
and lyvie charm, the verses beginning:

“The night has a thousand eyes,
The day but one.”

“Nephele” is o poetical romance of
very delicate tissne, treating of the
mystical powerof musie. 1t is extreme-
ly original in conception and treatment,
and if one can predict & future for a
book I should say that it is'destined to
be widely read and discussed. 1n a short
proface the author says: “‘One of the
worst evils of our modern culture and
the nineteenth eentury science of whlch
we areso proud is that men are no longr
able to believe in ghostsor in the super-
natural, for it is a simple and unalter-
able fact, a law of pppure as constant as
any sequence disi:qwred by scientists,
that as soon as mgn ¢euse to believe in a
thing it ceases. npt' to be, but to reveal
itself tothem.”

The two chief characters in the book
are musiciany, ong ap_organist, who at
the organ one day {ipds himself playin
an unknown air, siget, plaintive, an
full of human feelipg, conscious all the
while of a spirit. presence. ‘I knew
there was some g‘a"%ose to me, exactl
where 1 could ot f6ll; but neur enoug
to touch, had it bpen fangible. Though
no vision, rcal orl’in.zp.gined, rose before
my eyes, yet my hraip seemed to receive
as vivid an impragsion ae from eyesight,
an impression sharp; startling, and in-
apiring as from the, sudden sight of a
very beautiful fgce., And as the im-
pression grew clearer 1 became con-
scious that it was u girl's presence, a
girl'y spirit, fulfilled with all the graces
and sympathies that make the ideal of
perfect maidenhood.”

She—or rather the s&)irit of Nephole—
ulways dppears with this melody, and a
few years later they met in the flesh.
Nepheleis the fiancee of Lord St. Denys,
the friend of Jerard, wlio resolves )he
will never attempt to win the love of
this radiantly beautiful woman, who has
a strong and exquisite nature as well as
groat beauty. Yet Jerard und Nephele
communicate in music, and on one oc-
casion, she upon the violin and he at the
pianoforte, improvise a sonata upon the
old melody that came mysteriously to
Jerard yeal's ago at the orran,

The interest of the siory liesin the
psychological and my:tical relation of
thesecharacters communicating through
the ideal medium of music, and as a lit-
erary cxperiment it is & great success.
Not a falso note is touched; not a false
shade introduced. The scenes, though
passing in the picturesque haunts of Ox-
ford and London, are not described, and
the eharacters, though well delineated,
are suggested rather than drawn. Ne-
phele secins like some rare white wind
flower, and her setting is painted in
cool neutral tints instead of high colors.
the book Eossesses oaly such gentle hnes
as those that the white pearl gives {rom
its polished surface. As a psychological
study it deserves longer discussion,
I'rom the musical standpoint it isim-
possible. SSTHER SINGLETON.

RELIEI, NOT BELIEF.

As a {riend she was valued as faithful
and true—
Does she think God designed to save but
a few?
What think you?

She thought man must eat as well as
pray— .
Does she think moon and stars were
made in a day?
1 can not say.

She had great faith in loaves of bread—
Does she believe Elijah by ravens was
fed?
She never said.

She wiped sorrow’sbears away as they

) fell— ¢Lav

Does she believe the doctrine of hell?
1cannot sélly -

Others’ fair fame'$h¥' would never as-

sail— 8

Doos she believe i3 tﬁ& voracious whale?

To answer | fail,

{1 ¢
Sho gave of hen,is\ﬂ)stance to those in
need— el
Does she believe ip.m-particular creed?
I knew the.daed.

She gave a kind won! to the wayward

one—
Does she think Fathér can be younger
than Son? . ~ §!
The good wasidone.
She sat by the sic ‘inthe h(’spital cot—
Does she believe the story of Lot?
* Ireally think not.

She strove to reclaim the woman sin-
cursed— .
But are you sure she had been im-
mersed? N
That is not first.

She visited homes where contagion held

sway— . R

Does she ghink Joshua lengthened the
day? oo T
. 1ghould say, Nay. -

She tudrned none hungry away. from he
CoLdoor— sl
Does she believe Old Testamentlore? .
7.7 Icansay nomore, .

i S . IDA BARDEN,

In: the .English army & soldiel; is
drumtned tochurch just as he is to drill

or dress parade.

*ELFA, THE PSYCHE.

A Re»"iew‘ovf This Remark-
| able Gharacter.

About two years ago, or perhaps a
little more, I had a number of long
reports sent to me by friends in New
York and Bostoa, and elsewhere, all
clipped out of the big daily papers.
They contzined descriptions of Elfa,
whom the writers called ¢*The Mount
Clemens Tairy,” and, like a great
many others, I made a long journey
to see the new wonder. I was a very
gick man and had money enough to
buy opinions on-my ease, and I had a
beautiful assortment of them, but
none of the dootors ever fold me what
caused my ailment,

I was not much of a believer when
I went to Mount Clemens to see Elfa,
but when I left there I had an im-
pressive lesson in regard to human
gifts, which has grown deeper into my
consciousness ever since,

A little over a year ago I lost track
of Elfa and her teacher and could
find no trace of them. Being in Kal-
amazoo recently I heard that they
had been there for some time, and
judging from all I heard, they must
have done some wonderful work there.
I met people of rare intelligence and
the highest social standing, who had
been to Elfa for examinations, like
myself, and who, again like myself,
received all the information about
their physical condition that medical
scicnce had failed to give them.
During these examinations their own
highest faculties were also arouscd,
and the conviction of a higher power
contained within themselyes was firmly
imparted, their experiences being in-
variably similar to mine,

I learned that these people had gone
to Battle Creek, and I went there to
pay them a visit and give them a
scolding for hiding themselves from
the many who need their counsel and
services, Ct

I found them, but I failed to find a
reason to complain about their dis-
appearance. Elfa's teacher, Rayon,
sald on that head: ¢There are too
many rushing before the public with-
out being sure of themselves and their
capabilitics. I can get all the people
1 want to believe all they can see and
hear, but until I am myself absolutely
certain, not only that there is no error
in our work, but that we are also sure
of all possible variations in results, 1
will confine myself to just those
branches where ample experience has
given satifactory proof that we know
what we are about. I determined to
retire for a year for the purpose of
further development in certain
branches of our higher psychic work,
and to nccomplish what I had set out
to dolhad to be out of the way of
curiosily seckers and phenomena
hunters. I have no reason to regret
what I have done. I have not been
cut off from the world, as you see by
this correspondence, and know of all
the feeble efforts made by material
science to accomplish by mechanical
contrivances what we so easily do
through our natural gifts and power.,
I refer more particularly to the futile
attempt to make the X rays do any
part of the work that Klfa does in
psychoma, and that the hypnotists
endeavor to do and be able to deny
the true healing power which is above
their comprehension.”

- I asked Rayon how he stood on the
question of Spiritualism. His reply
was: *“No one can doubt the reality
of the spirit realm, or the absolute
tryth of spirit communication, if in-
vestigation progresses far enough and
is properly directed; but the trouble
is that people with sound and cul-
tivated minds have but little oppor-
tunity to satisfy themselves as to the
truth of spirit phenomena. Those
who make bids for public patronage
too often disgust intelligent in.
vestigutors by endeavoring to present
too much. If they confined them-
selves strictly to work they are sure
of, Spiritualism would spread ten
times more rapidly among people
whose material as well as moral sup-
port is needed to put the cause on a
firm footing.”

«I have heard you discussed by
mediums, and some spoke very highly
of your work, but others displayed
some bitterness. Tell me if you are
willing to acknowledge that you re-
ceive communications?”

To this question Rayon replied:
«The first nbsolute certainty I ever
had of my own power came from that
source, and no one can or dare say
that I ever shirked a candid answer
to that question; but where we incur
the displeasure of some medinms is
because we warn those who come to
us for advice against permitting themn-
selves to be controlled. I have yet
to find more satisfactory results than
we obtain, and neither Elfa nor my-
self have ever found it necessary to
surrender our will or reasoning power
in order to obtain all that the most
exacting could desire.

#] do not eare,” Rayon continned,
¢to make any statements at this
time about who ourspirit friends are,
or speak of the plane they or we are
on. We neither control nor are we
controlled. Qur relations are per-
fectly equal. We comply with their
wishes and follow their always sound
advice, and nothing that we have
asked for has ever been refused
to U.S." ) - . .

Rayon remarked that he had often
been asked to put himself on record
ag to his views on Spiritualism, but

| he said: «I had nothing to say, sim-

ply because I -was solving problems
that. made me averse to.making any
statements which could be misrep-
resented. I am also asked,” he con-
tinued, *If I believe in christian sci-

“ence, . theosophy, mental healing and
faith oure, ‘and I say to you now that

—

Ido believe in all. - L know, more- |

over, that they are all fragments of
one grand universal principle, in-
cluding Bpiritualism, and the sooner
all these various factions realize that,
the more rapid will be the general
progress. s
¢‘Where a sublime truth is the one
goal to which all claim to aspire, per-
sonal ambition must - first sink out of
sight. There is more or less truth in
all these teachings, and if all the false
pretense and ornamentation were
eliminated and the simply primary
source were earnestly looked for, all
would soon be on one solid founda-
tion. All these various endeavgrs,
having for their high aim the general
betterment of the human race, but
sought in so many diverging ways,
make me think of a vessel adrift at
sea with many people on board, each
with a good piece of string in his pos-
session, each trying to fasten to some-

thing individually, but unwilling to

give his strand toward the making of
agreat cable that would be sure to
hold.

“I have seen truths proved in all
these teachings, grand results achieved,
and when these are traced down to
their origin without regard to pre-
conceived ideas or fear of loss of
prestige, we are bound to arrive at
the. one source to which, sooner or
later, all must return for a fresh
start toward true progress. I feel
that T have said too much or too lit-
tle; that for many this conversation
would seemn to lack the essential
requigite —clear and direct explana-
tion—and yet I know that quite a
number do understand me, bhecause
there has been a wonderful hroadening
of idens in the pust few yenrs and a
continually increasing general realiza-
tion of the fact that the more we
study the most simple things in na-
ture the more quickly we attain to the
marvelous.”

4 had ample evidence that Elfa's
gift has never been overestimated in
the most enthusiastic reports of her
achievements, but the worlk she loves
best is the very practical one of
making searching exuminations of the
buman brain and general physical
structure in which she unquestionably
excels. From a mass of letters from
advanced students and teachers I con-
cluded that Elfs and Rayon were
better known and better understood
by people' thousands of miles away
than where personal contact with
them is possible.

1 could learn nothing as to their in-
tentions in the near future, but I am
sure that they will soon shed their
full shwre of light on many a dark
subject. J.D.C
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