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years, and he been saved from prison 
life.

These Chinamen have true reformers! Men should be taken for
their priests, and at given timestbeBe what in their soul’s depths they are—

EYE FOR EYE-TOOTH FOR TOOTH.
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shoe-and-stocking cure would not have 
worked anyhow in Jesus’ time, fqr they 
wore no shoes in that period: only san­
dals with no upper coverings save a
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TftE PACIFIC CO/YST
SPIRITUALISM IN California—U^ITA- that God Is omnipresent, the many eyes 

RIANS—CHINAMEN-GOODNESS in THE denote that he is omniscient, and sees 
PENITENTMRY-DID JESUS EXIST- , them-the images

THE SHOE CURE-LIARS AND SLAN- I are horrid-iooking."
DERER8—DEATH. . i “That is a matter of taste," he replied,'
If flowers constitute God’s alphabet, "They are old—antique. Some of them’ 

birds must constitute his choir. And in form date back to Confucius’ time, 
the boy that shoots these harmless mu-1 Neither our forms nor our religion is as 
sical birds should be sent to a reform changeable as yours. And then, your 
school, put on a spare diet, and have his crosses, your altars, your pulpits, and 
back placarded with "I am the murderer your angels with long, uncombed hair 

and wings, all look very ugly to us. We

' tnres in Greensburg, Ind., made this 
challenge in his circulars: ' ■

“Modern Spiritualism is a delusion, 
and all mediums are liars, frauds, knaves 
or ignoramuses. I will give 8500 to any 
medium of this country or Europe who 
will meet me and demonstrate that the

him,” exclaimed this astute platform ex­
pounder of Spiritualistic wisdom. Let 
us see. Let us see.

Josephus was born in the year 37 and 
was a contemporary of the apostles. 
Listen:

“Now, there was about this time," 
says Josephus, "a wise man, if It be law­
ful to call him a man. * * ♦' He drew 
over to him many of the Jews and also 
many of the Gentiles. This man was the 
Christ.” ;

“But this is an Interpolation,” says 
some one. ■ :

True, this has been' affirmed and de­
nied. The consensus of learned men,

BWUl uirus OUOUIO MO OMUL w ,M.M.M* . ——b—— J-™-. ----------- , ,! u -

school, put on a spare diet, and have his crosses, your altars, your pulpits, and 
back placarded with "I am the murderer your angels with long, uncombed hair 
of innocent birds.” and wings, all look very ugly to us. We

Not only la Southern California the cannot see things alike, therefore must 
land of the Hine and the lemon, the or- be tolerant. Chinese never seek to 
ange, the palm and the pine-apple, but make converts,” .
of the mocking-bird, prince of Ameri- “But if you have the true religion; 

There is one upon the Confucius, Buddhist or Taoist, should 
. .... ------- >------<_._:_ ^ you not strive to make believers?"

’ "All religions are the samq at the root. 
All pray to some god. Chinaman, 
American, Indian, though they call him 
by such names as Great Spirit, Joss, 
Brahma, Theos, Dien, Gott or God.”

It is natural for all nations, races,

can songsters^ / . A
top of my house this morning singing 
merrily. The mockingbird never crosses 
the line of forty degrees north latitude. 
I have listened to the nightingale on the
continent, and to the lark in England; 
but I’ve never heard bird-music so rich 
nnd varied as that of the mockingbirds.

igs alike, therefore must 
Chinese never seek to

tribes, to worship that mysterious over­
’ ’ ' ig presence and power! But 

lists begin to paint this

It is a beautiful bird, smaller than a t . 
blilejay, . slender, fragile, and whose shadowing ,------- .. — .
weight will scarcely bend the slenderest when artists begin to paint this being, 
twig; butoutof these birds'tiny throats and preachers begin to preach about 
there leap rapturous medleys of flute- Him—then the troubles and tbe perse- 
notes, pure und liquid as crystal spring | cutlqns begin. Priesthoods are on the 
waters, which can be heard full half a dqeline.
mile away. These birds are now mating 
and nesting; and their songs are en­
trancing love lyrics. They sing nine 
months of the yfear. In these latter 
February days pear-trees, are' coming 
into.bloom, and the mockingbirds are 
reveling in their blossoms, swinging on 
their highest boughs and blowing their 
tremulous', fairy-like flutes during the 
day and -half of the time during these 
calm moonlight nights. This bird has 
a tender, dropping song in nesting-time 
that few hear. Theodore Roosevelt thus

INSPIRED §OULS.
Inspiration is universal. It bver- 

8 sweeps epochs of all past history—and 
p all the great statesmen, heroes, poets, 

orators, whose living, burning words 
have streamed forth in golden lines, 
were inspired.. Such was Louis Kossuth. 
Many of us remember him when in this 
country. Some of us heard him. When 
he was speaking in Faneuil Hall,Boston,

so-called spiritual phenomena is pro- however, beginning with Ernest Jlenan, 
duced by the spirits of those who have say that the^assage ^s genuine, 
died.” 1 ’ But let this passage pass—ai ’ ‘tut let this passage pass—and let us

In response to the challenge. Df. C. C. ^J1 T
Burns, one of the wealthiest and most Josephus^ Antiquities) book 20, 
prominent citizens of that ,city, issued chapter 9, section 1, is.found this state*

In Josephus’ Antiquities, book 20,

ment: .
*m mm..-.. v. vuv ” Alma us assembled the Jewish Sanhe-

Freothinkers of this city, I make this drim and'brought before it James, the 
declaration and challenge: I brother of Jesus, who 1b called Christ,

“Christianity is a delusion, and some w^th some others, whom he delivered 
preachers are liars, frauds, knaves and । to be stoned as infractors of the 
ignoramuses; and 1 will give to any I k*:" , ,
preacher in this country or Europe $500 The genuineness of this passage has 
that will meet me and demonstrate that never been disputed to my knowledge —

the following challenge: ’ ;
“In behalf of the Spiritualists and

there is a God and that the Bible is the 
Word of God."
CALIFORNIA JOURNALISM AND SPIRIT­

UALISM.
Never have I resided in a State where

so many editors were Spiritualists or 
liberalists, and not afraid to manifest 
their liberalism upon all proper occa­
sions. I had the pleasure of forming the 
acquaintance of the Hon. M. Dague 
many years ago in Iowa. He was a
State Senator. He is now editor and
proprietor of the Santa Paula Chronicle. 
Recently a preacher vigorously attacked

his organs of speech for the moment 
seemed paralyzed. The reporters said I 
the orator stopped and explained the 
cause of his emotion thus:described it: “I was immensely struck . caU80 of hl6 em^Ion thu6. 

with the music. Perhaps it might have 
been a narrow feeling of patriotism I 
which influenced me; put certainly it ■
seemed to me far finer than the song of 
any nightingale that I had ever heard, 
and I have listened to them often in

. ; “I passed last night in a sleepless
of patriotism । jreatn qt^e 8hades of the martyrs of 
it certainiv it' my countrymen passed before my eyes, 

and once more I heard the millions of

northern Italy."
While these birds sing beautifully in 

their cages, they sing infinitely sweeter 
in our gardensand inourorange groves, 
verdure-clad the year around. ■

SPIRITUALISM IN SAN DIEGOs
■ Nota city of 20,000 in the Union can 
claim as many Spiritualists as San Die-

neveri
The Talmud, commenced before Je^Us’ 

time, continued during his and the Apos­
tolic period, and after, has the most per­
fect and direct references to Jesus and his

egotism, and the greatest shame of the 
blatant bigot is his impudence! The his* 
tory, the consensus of the ages, psy- 
chometry (see,Prof. Buchanan’s testi­
monies) and clairvoyance all affirm the 
existence of the once Judean Jesus, the 
now living Christ—our elder brother in 
the heavens.
TREATMENT NO. 8; OR THE SHOE AND 

STOCKING STENCH CURE,
No sect nor class of people are such 

bitter, viperous enemies (there are a 
few exceptions, and to those I dp not al­
lude) of Spiritualism and healing medi­
ums as Christian Scientists, Mental Sci­
entists, and Christian Metaphysicians. 
They stab at every opportunity. And 
their ignorance of Spiritualism is scarce­
ly in excess of the sneering bigotry they 
manifest towards Spiritualists. Their 
egotism is deplorable. Their'self-asser­
tive swagger IB pitiably amusing; and 
their ignorance of pathology, therapeu- 
ties and science is only excelled by their 
brazen impudence. Why, a “Christian 
Scientist" doctor has been for several 
months hurling thundering thoughts at 
a woman in the suburbs of San Diego 
for a fibroid tumor, which has just 
evolved into a nice eight-pound ba­
by! The neighbors are laughing! The 
truth is—all that is good and true and 
practical in this Christian Science or 
Mental Science business was stolen,

marvels. When in Jerusalem a number
begged or borrowed outright from some 
of the branches of the tree of life—Spir-□ umi void. v» uuu ju ua uuiuMoi . «• ~ —-------- —,—

r ' of years ago, the reputed most learned I itualism.
t Rabbi in the world read to me several of But to the point. Listen. The Chris- 

the historical references in the Talmud tian Metaphysicians of Chicago recently 
by the hour, concerning Jesus' radical- published an elaborate article relating 
isms, fanaticisms and magical wonders, to a positive cure for those dread 
learned by him in Egypt. Parting with scourges, consumption, bronchitis, asth- 
thls Rabbi—a German by birth—he said ma, catarrh, weak lungs, hysteria and 
he had “never known a Rabbi of repute, indigestion. Aiming to be strictly just, 
or an intelligent Israelite, to deny, the we give the cure in words, and Healy s. .___  .. ..,,_____ „______ 1 or an intelligent Israelite, to deny, the we give the cure in words, and Healy’s

Spiritualism, when this gentleman was existence of the Je6us'o|:ihe Christians’1 own words: . ■
nHAQAnt. Xfnatlnn' a fiifAn/1 rvn XZnnRuir I ^Q^y TOStament.” ‘‘ ' • - “At night take Off ODO Of yOUT 811068

May 31, 18811,1 write * letter to that (or whatever outside foot-gear you have 
Qtinhrnicha/1 Rabhl JanA nmfACisnt* nF ' WOFU OH yOUF f©©t dlirilUr th© day, and 

place your mouth and nose in the 
opening of it:

■ “In inis position inhale'deeply, slowly 
and softly; retaining the breath in the 
lungs as long as comfortable. When it 
is not easily retained longer, let the 
breath go gradually into the eboe again, 
but only for the purpose of taking it 
back into the chest each time you do so.

“Do not remove the shoe from the
my native land shouting for liberty. .

‘‘in vision I saw the fallen defend­
ers of Hungarian freedom rise in 
their dusty tombs, and inquire for the 
fate ol their mortal brothers: and when
they saw that the light of liberty had 
not yet dawned upon their father-land, 
each took in his long fingers a sprig of 
myrtle, and retired again to await the 
morning’s dawn, when a nation’s harp 
should be taken from the willows, andgo. We have three thoroughly organ- snouia oe taken from tne willows ano 

izod societies, and thev all hold meet-' th® crushed people of Central Europe 
. • . . rpnnn r.nA nvntnicad land linArt.V.,ings°e'^h''sund“ay. Prof.’laveM^ th.e.JT.^ uWi. ?f< ^^
just closed a course of sound phllosoph-; 8h°utln£- Fne ti uth. it hath ti iumphed, 
ical lecturesand returned to his home. “0 Pe0P'e are I1’60- -
in Summerland. Mrs. Emma J. Bullene GOODNESS IN PENITENTIARIES.
is now speaking on her third month to! a prisoner in “Sing Sing Prison,” 
th® First Spiritualist Society,and giving New York, once sat in his cell on a sum- 
very great satisfaction. The hall is mer^ day, musing upon the past. A 
often packed. Her lectures are exceed- • gtpay sunbeam came dancing into his 
ingly interesting and_ educational. cheei.iess abode. Lingering smilingly 
Some of our oldest Spiritualists, origi-1 fot. a feiv moments, kissing the lips a 
nally from the Eastern States, do not • - -
hesitate to pronounce her the ablest lady 
speaker upon the Spiritualist platform. 
Everybody, qxcept a few pbenomena- 
huntors, is greatly pleased with her
ministrations.

SOLON LAUER, UNITARIAN.
Among tbe good happenings that 

count in favor of liberalism in this, city 
is the settlement of Solon Lauer as pas­
tor of the Unitarian church. He is the 
author of “Life and Light from Above,” 
one of the richest, meatiest and most

present. Meeting a friend on Monday, I New Testament."! 
no said: “Well, Mr. Dague, how do you | I" , •■-■-- - _ 
feel after hearing the Spiritualists so distinguished Rabbi anil professor of 
raked down last night?" Mr. Dague, Hebrew, I. M. Wisa, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
referring to himself and family, replied concerning the existencoif Jesus. The 
through his journal:; . i letter, and answer wer6>ptft)llBhed in the

“We were not conscious of being Spiritual'Offering. In Replying to me
raked very hard, for we are a consistent Professor Wise said: . *
and enthusiastic member in good stand-1 “The Jews, as far aJs thMr literature is 
ing of the Unitarian Church, but that we known to me, never queBtaoned the real

.... existence of either Jeausjtor Peter, Pi,ul 
and James, or any oih/a^atf the original 
co-laborers in the origin & Christianity. 
* * * There are mythiMal elements in 
the Gospels, yet scholarly Israelites and 
learned Rabbis, wlthth^jTalmud before

do believe in guardian-angelship, for we 
have good and sufficient reasons for sb 
believing. John Wesley believed in 
that, and said if he had to give up that 
faith he would have to give up the Bi­
ble. Victor Hugo believed in the possi­
bility of spirit return, and so did Long­
fellow and Dickens, and Emerson, and 
Whittier and Bryant, and Lincoln and 
Greeley, and old Ben Wade, and

mouth and nose between breaths.
■ "Continuq the inhaling from eight to 

_______________ ten miniitoB; till a.11 the vapors (heavily 
v existence p(. alkaline) of life that _haye gravitated 

* If'all"'fhe': 'frorn-yonrsystem, and are held in your 
luierpu.auuuB are uxKeu iru.u Josephus, shoe, neutralize the excess of aciduous 
there still remains, Jofiil the Baptist tad matter (and correct divers other abnorx

them, never denied'' 
Jesus of Nazareth. *
interpolations are taken from Josephus,

/YN UNP/YR/YLLELED OFFER.

To Continue Only During the Month of /Ypril

mother had prqpsed, it departed. He 
seated himself and wept till tears re­
fused to fall, then arose and wrote upon 
the cold gray walls of his iron cell these 
beautiful lines:
“The last golden beam of the sunlight

has fled, , heads and loving hearts.
It kissed my. pale cheek In my dark, “It has always seemed to us that it is

TWENTY THOUSAND COPIES OFAFOURrHUNDRED-PAGE BOOK TO BE 
GIVEN AWAY I SEE CONDITIONS ANNOUNCED ON FOURTH PAGE.

nel of the body, and compelling these 
organs to perform the office of vent, Is 
one of the most common as well as the 
most vile of all human pollutions.

“Under no consideration should mu­
cous be drawn to the nose or mouth for 
the purpose of ejectment. These ab­
normal secretions must be forced dqwn 
the channel of purification by continu­
ally swallowing the saliva."

This discovery—this positive cure for 
consumptives, and kindred chronic dis­
eases, may be summed up thus: Upon 
retiring rub your chest with your moist, 
day-worn stockings; inhale, smell, snuff 
up the perspiratory odor of your old 
shoes, and swallow your hawking, filthy 
catarrhal mucus—dead, poisonous albu­
men.

As I am a naan of positive convictions, 
and inclined as a physician to use em­
phatic language, I abstain from all com­
ments upon this Christian Metaphysi- 
qita nastiness—and pass this war-club 
over into the hands of our healing me­
diums and psychic magnetizers wno of­
ten, as did Jesus and the apostles, “make 
the lame to walk and the blind to see.”

RUSKIN ON LYING.
Truth, integrity and moral honesty lie 

at the very foundation of society. False­
hood and hypocrisy are the first-born 
twin-sins of devils. Down with the oily- 
tongued hypocrite that peddles slanders, 
smiles in your face and harpoons you in 
the back. Ruskin, writing of these 
tattlers and liars, says:

"The essence of lying is in deception, 
not in words; a lie may be told by si­
lence, by equivocation, by the accent of 
a syllable, by a glance of the eye attach­
ing a peculiar meaning to a sentence; 
and all these kinds of lies are worse and 
baser by many degrees than a lie plain­
ly worded.”

SLANDERERS. '
Spot them! spot them! They are from 

beneath and demon-inspired. Babbling 
is the work of the busybody—slandering 
is the nefarious work of the slanderer. 
Speaking of that noble Englishman, 
Ruskin, reminds me that some twenty 
years agoa prominent English Spiritual­
ist visited America, visited the Spiritu­
alist camp-meetings, and many private 
and public seances.

Returning to England, and while mak­
ing a report of our great country— 
which upon' the whole pleased him—a 
report of Spiritualist societies, and of 
the progress of Spiritualism—he said, 
among other Ihlngs/ “Taking the testi­
mony of Spiritualist speakers and Spir­
itualist mediums about each other, they 
are a hard lot—a hard lot!” The great 
and th6 good never slander, nor repeat 
the Blunders of others. They.esteem 
themselves too highly. They have too 
much honor.

The poet pronounced the slanderer 
the “foulest whelp of hell.” Insinuation 
is the dirtiest and most dangerous sort 
of slander. "Better to murder outright 
than to slander,” said Goethe. Gossip­
ing slanderers uniformly have skeletons 
of some sort in their own closets. Those 
that do most of this business are, with­
out exception, prostitutes, paramours or 
prowling libertines. To conceal their 
own vile vices and cover their own 
skinless skeletons, they trot about hunt-

SPIRITS AND MEDIUMS.
How Many Spiritualists Al 

low Themselves to 
Be Fooled.

One Woman Tells Some Instruct" 
ive Experience.

ing for scabs in other peoul 
fortable closets. They delign’

lie's com­
it in dirt.

Beecher, and^Bishops Haven and Simp- 
sob, and Harriet Beecher Stowe, and 
Queen Victoria, and thousands of other 
sensible men and women with clear

James, the brother of Jesus, hence the I mal, chemical complications), 
existence of JesuVis Undoubtedly there. ]‘‘‘ —J —‘ -* “-’- J--------
The same is the case’ with .the Talmud. I
There remain the statements of Rabbi
Tarphon and Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcan, 
who were contemporary’ with, the apos-

An Im
I portant product of this demonstration is 
I taken up by the vital organs as tbe true 
life-salt. Occurring self-consciously

“The way of the transgressor is truly 
hard,” tad “a pitcher carried too often 
to the well will finally get broken,” has 
proven true by that impostor, Mrs. M. 
J. Roberts. I wondered if Brother A. 
J. Buck, of St. Louis, whose endorse­
ment caused me to be duped by her and 
her accomplices, a year ago, is now sat^ 
isfiedasto the genuineness of her mo? 
terialization. - ,

I was'called a fool, and told to go back 
to my orthodox belief,as I wasn't spirit­
ually ripened, or ready for the phenom­
ena of Spiritualism—all because I gave 
the truth of her manifestations to him 
while in our city. '

Through no effort of any of our circle 
was the expose brought about, but 
through the carelessness of her helper, 
who, In throwing back the portieres, let 
fall from its concealment the whole 
spirit garb.

Imagine a circle of faithful, gullible 
individuals, called Spiritualists, paying 
one dollar per head to be duped! Don’t 
you thiuk ojew of us ought to be sent, to 
some asylum, or to be eaten by some 
cannibals, so as to make room for a peo­
ple that have common sense? I feel we 
need a few more Mrs. Walters to rid Ui 
of these impostors: and we, as Spiritual­
ists, owe her a vote of thanks.

When Mrs. Dr. M. J. Roberts and 
Mrs. A. McHenry visited our city they 
would not consent to test conditions at 
the request of the president of the spir­
itual association, Mrs. Roberts proclaim­
ing that she was known all over thia 
land as a genuine medium, and ber work 
proved its genuineness, and to demand 
test conditions was the highest insult 
to her ladyship. They were here a week( 
when they called on me, told of their 
cold reception by those who had sent for 
them, and 1. supposing that a woman of 
her appearance and age would not stoop 
to so low a crime, consented to givq 
them two weeks of my time to seeing 
that circles of our first people would bp 
formed. They were highly gratified at 
my interest in them, and assured me 
"a reward in the sweet bye-and-bye.” '

Well, the circle was formed, and com­
posed of some of our best citizens arid 
Spiritualists, and great was our expccta^ 
tions, as we had all read a lengthy or* 
ticle by Mr. A. J. Buck, in your paper 
the week previous. I

We had spirits, all sizes. The room 
was tilled with the odor of incense pecul­
iar to the spirits of Airs. M. J. Roberts. 
The music-box pealed forth in squeaky 
tones, "Auld Lang Syne,” and "Merch­
ing Through Georgia,” while we sung 
"Nearer My God to Thee." ( am sure 
our God could bo found in Georgia— 
don't you think so?—e'en though it be 
a piece of cheese-cloth that ruiseth me 
to the level of common sense; so it took 
this seance to satisfy us that we were 
sold again, for there it lay in full view.

Mrs. McHenry seized the robe, and 
rushed into the other room. Mrs. Rob­
erts soon followed, much exhausted, af­
ter this physical as well as mental 
strain. We retired in disgust, and I as­
sured them I would see them in tbe 
morning. ■

I found them then reildy to take their 
departure, the seance-room yet filled 
witii the odor of incense, and Mrs. Rob­
erts looking as though she wished I had 
come an hour later. I demanded an ex­
planation, also the money to be refund­
ed. She hesitated, said they needed the 
money to get out of town, but would 
give us another seance. 1 began to look 
about for a mirror, to see whether I 
really looked so green. However, I 
gave her to understand that we knew 
when we had enough, and did not care 
for two rag-seances in succession. I 
mode her the proposition that if she 
would open her trunk, and the para­
phernalia which she wore last night 
were not in it, or near the bottom of it, 
the money would be hers: if the contra­
ry, she was to suffer tne consequences 
of obtaining money under false pre­
tenses. ,

Well, it is needless to say the money 
was forthcoming, and when 1 said I 
would see that a report was given as to 
her deception, in spiritual papers, she 
answered: “You needn't waste any time, 
as they are friends of mine.” ।

Now, Brother Francis, from your 
lengthy account of her exposure, I won­
der if her opinion of your friendship 
hasn’t changed somewhat? In neither of 
the papers was my article noticed, she 
having written the Light of Truth that 
we gave her no conditions. Heavensl. 
what more could we have done? Sat in 
a hot, closed roorh in September, sing- - 
ing the best we knew . how for twq 
hours, talked to the spirits, stood with 
patience the squeaky music-box, then 
sat like mummies,looking at the cheese,' 
cloth on the floor when wc could have ' 
seized it, and paid one dollar apiece be-; 
side. Now didn’t we fill the part of the 
average Spiritualist; if not, what more . 
must we do next time? Guess Mrs. Wal­
ters might instruct us. Don’t you think' 
so? Mrs. M. J. Kratz. .'

Evansville, Ind.

They feast upon social filth. They bed 
in compost. They are the buzzards of 
the town—the carrion-carriers of the 
city—the ill-odored scavengers of the 
ages. Decent people seek the good— 
seek for flowers und find them every­
where.

When a semi-royal newscarrier hinted 
tbe scandal of John Brown and the 
Queen to Gladstone in his library, the 
grand man simply exclaimed: "It's a 
mistake, it is false—certainly false,” and 
turning around to his library com­
menced reading. There was a silence 
in that study-room—a silence that was 
painful to tne dog-the miserable dog 
that had brougTit the bone. Could 
Gladstone have possibly given this scav­
enger intruder a more cutting, wither­
ing rebuke?

PASSING. PASSING OVER.
A shadow passed over me like a cloud 

when reading recently in The Pro­
gressive Thinker of the transition of 
Mrs. T. W. Bovee, so long known as L. 
Pet Anderson, the excellent medium. 
Fully thirty years had 1 known her; and 
none knew her but to love her for her 
womanly qualities. Besides being a su­
perior sensitive, she was a most lovely 
character. Often had she been a guest 
at my home in the years agone. Never 
have I seen a purer nature, a sweeter 
disposition. When her body would be 
in pain her face would often be wreathed 
in smiles; and from her lips there were 
ever dropping pearls and precious 
gems.

“Every sentence, oh! how tender;
Every line was full of love."
She is not dead! Death is but the shad­

owy side of life, and must precede the 
higher birth, just as tfie bud must pre­
cede the flower. Death is the crystal 
stream that connects the two worlds. It 
is life’s flower-encircled doorway. It is 
the gate that leads up into the garden 
of the gods.
"It is the grand triumphal arch 
Through which the good to glory 

march.”
. J. M. Peebles, M. D. 

San Diego, Cal.

_ By taking revenge a man is but even 
with his enemy; but in passing over he 
is superior.—Bacon.

If a proud man makes me keep my dis­
tance, the comfort is that be keeps his 
at the same time.—Swift.

He that resolves upon any great and 
good end has .by that very resolution 
scaled the chief barrier to it—Tryon 
Edwards.

We can not too often think there is a 
never-sleeping eye, which reads the 
heart, aud registers our thoughts—Ba­
con-' ' ' ' ■ . .

■ His eyes have all the seeming of a de­
mon that is dreaming.-^Poe.

Who makes quick use of the moment 
is a genius of prudence.—Lavater^ 
. They.that-marry ancient people mere­
ly in expectation to bury them, hang 
themselves in hope that one will come 
and cut the halter.—Fuller.

Those that are good manners at the 
court are as ridiculous, in the country, 
as the behavior of tho country is most 
mockable at the court.—Shakspeare.

active in the human form there is no 
more potential force, individualized to 
governmental rank, possible in this sep­
tenary chain, than this life-salt.

“ ’Ye are the salt of the earth,’ was a 
biological proposition Jesus made which 
is chemically true of every, physical, 
self-consciously active human being’s 
present existence—and its secret.

"Repeat with the other shoe.
“It is essential to continue this prac­

tice every night.
“The marked cures from inhaling the 

vapors noticed in a shoe just takeq off 
come from the corrective influences

lonely cell, not quite fair or impartial treatment for . ties; especially the -latter, whose inti-
And I thought.of my mother who sleeps our Heavenly Father to allow Satan and mate conriectlon with'the Apostle James 

with the dead, I his myriads of wicked spirits to ‘run at is specially noticed in the Talmud;
And brother and sisters, and homo langef and to have power to ‘possess’ , and also, that Jesus brought the science 

■ • ' ■' " iand influence poor, ignorant mortals, of necromancy with him from Egypt.
_____A n mz! A W AVAV invia.HHntA t.hi a tAafi-

,postie James 
he Talmud;

I
where they dwell;

fell on my couch and I wept bitterspiritual volumes thpt I’ve read in years. ■ 
He has a fine physique, a commending 
appearance—is an attractive speaker! 
and a thorough reformer, daring to say | 
just what he thinks ought to be said. He And tbe ioss of the loved ones of earlier 
takes no texts from the Bible so called:

tears—
(For a convict ean weep o'er the bright 

scenes of youth,)

but reads from the Vedas of India, from 
Confucius, from Emerson, und from the 
writings of to-day's inspired souls. He 
lectures week-day evenings upon psy­
chological subjects—telepathy, psychic 
research, apparitions, and the dwellers 
in the invisible worlds. He admits the 
truth of all the demonstrated facts of 
Spiritualism, and is necessarily calling 
crowded houses. The people have heard 
enough about Moses and the brazen ser­
pent: enough about the “blood of the 
Lord Jesus.” They want to hear about 
the living Christ—the present proofs of 
immortality, and the social doings and 
duties of the hour. The dogma of Bell 
is a back number. The devil is doomed, 
and science has its foot on the heel of 
superstition. Preachers have lost their 
power to frighten, and theological Zion 
is languishing.,

OUR CHINAMEN.

years .
Was told in the still dying whispers of 

truth.
“I thought of the hours when my heart 

was as pure
As the teardrops that fell on the 

stones of my floor, ,
And the bride of my youth, whose love 

none was truer,
And her grief—and her death—oh! 

what could be more?
1 thought of all these, as the last golden 

beam ’
Left my cell and the world on its mis­

sion forever,
Andi tried to believe it was a horrible 

dream ’
From which I’d awake—but ah! never, 

no, never!”

auu 1I111UPUUU poor, iKUOrtVUU UluriUlO) Ui ucuiuuiauuj WILU UI LU x/gjpu

and drag them down to perdition, while, । No Jew ever did invalidate this testi- 
at the same time, He imprisons our mqny, and^we know of nb means in crit- 
fathers and mothers, and other loved deism to overthrow U. Rabbi Eliezer 
ones in heaven, and prevents them from made that statement concerning Jesus 
visiting us when in trouble or tempta- in a certain controversy about tne Sab- 
tion—prevents them from comforting us, bath laws. Rabbi Elleizer ben Hyrcan’s 
impressing us for good, and Influencing colleagues and successors never oontra- 
us to avoid sin, resist temptation, and to dieted the often reported statement that _ _ _ 
come up higher.” Jesus brought necromancy from Egypt;! from the vapors .alone. These are of

The points were well made and logic- hence his personal existence could never the life-essence, etc.
ally pressed. It is cheering to Spirit- have been' doubted by the men of the | “In persons with consumptive tenden-
ualists to see the great change in the Tahnud, as said, up to a contemporary cies the life-essences spoken of go from
tone of the press within a few years, of the Apostle James, the very genera- 11 ‘ ‘-“‘:
Many of our Sunday doilies in the cities tion of Jesus.” * * So writes Rabbi
have columns and pages even in defense । Wise. _ . . ; ' . „
of the present ministry of spirits, every I ~ .....
few Sundays. That tiny Rochester- Tarphon, xiummx mou uuezoir—an cyu- 
rapping vibration has become a mighty temporaries Of Jesus, sneaking of Jesus, । 
power, destroying Hell and the Devil, of John the Baptist,Hames; the Apostle, _ 
and demonstrating a future progressive . and others. And yet in. the face of | Yes—yes! It would be decidedly awk- 
existence. . i these direct and positive testimonies of ward for an invalid lady in company to
DID THE JESUS OF THE NEW TESTA- ’80106 °^ Jesus' contemporaries, this.New I jerk off ber shoes, poke her nose into it

them in excess,concentrating at the feet.
These must be studiously conserved 
and the waste arrested in the manner

Accordingly, we have Josephus, Rabbi laid down in this paner. 
arphon, Rabbi ben Eliezer,—all con-, difficult,but next to impoi

. It is not only 
impossible, to inhale

while in the presence of another per­
son.”

I some of Jesus' contemporaries, this.New I jerk off ber shoes, poke her nose into it 
York platform expounder Of Spiritual-1 and snuff into the head and lungs this

- mt™ । UAla ’' , । ism tells cultured Spiritualists that ill-smelling shoe-and-stocking remedy!
Surely I had supposed this question . “there is not a word or sentence in the I These Chrlstlan-Science-Metaphysi- 

reii me nut oi wmi uepravuy. ii is । “fitted solidly settled in the affirma- contemporary literature of Jesus and oal-Occultist-doctors striving to wring 
.an insult to the love and wisdom of tbe, Jjv.e>. ^ ,^e satisfaction of all scholarly the - Apostles’ time concerning them.” 
' ' “ ' This prisoner may Spiritualists; and yet Brother Wilson, i The pitiable ignorance of this lecturer

or guiltv. He was j of New York, writes me thus: merits nothing . but scorn) pity and con-
“DR-Peebles—My Dear Sir: You do tempt’ . . -

th ! not know me, but I know you through | . Now that my pen is ffelUin; let us look 
— ---- and writings. Nearly for more testimonies: Ticltus, born in

twenty years ago I heard you in New the year 56, says: )
York upon this subject: Jesus, and His j “The author of that aefet (Christians) 
Relation to Spiritualism. After you was Christ, who, in the tdign of Tiberi- 
was through, Prof, Buchanan, Mr. Kid-1 us, was punished with- death as a crim- 
dle and Dr. Tanner, rising, endorsed jnai by the procurator,-Pontius Pilate.”- 
your lecture, but Mrs. Spence criticised (Tacitus, Annals,, book- lojchapter 44.) 
it. You gave some of the proofs that I Pliny the Younger, both? in'the year 
Jesus lived in Galilee; but the question 62, in his celebrated-lelthr to the Em- 
seems unsettled, for only a few weeks peror Trajan, says that Jbsus was wor-

Tell me not of total depravity. It is

Infinite Father.

Every morning in the week except-

MENT EXIST?

settled—solidlv settled in the affirma- oal-Occultist-doctors striving to wring 
Jesus into the support of the feet-and-

have been innocent or guilty. He was i °’ 
certainly God’s offspring—our brother-

young Chinaman brings his once a mother's cherub child, and with' n01 Know mei but 
egetableslo my door. I find such an organization for an apprecia- y°ur lectures at

Sunday, a ; .,
wagon-of vegetables . _______ __ „
him pleasant, honest and very obliging, tion of the beautiful, mingled with ten- 
The Chinese have a . Joss-house in our der sensibilities; the finger of kindness 
city—a “heathen Church,” as Christians might have touched his heart in early 
call it. Prompted in part by curiosity, years, and he been saved from prison 
I have frequently visited these unique life.
houses where Joss is worshiped, both in | We remember of once seeing a man— 
China and upon the Pacific Coast.1 a “state's prison-bird,” as some would 
Their painted gods and images made of, call him- that the Rev. J. H. Harter 
paper, differently shaped, are to me ex-. took into his employ when released from 
ceedingly ugly. Some have an eye in ■ Auburn State's prison, and he proved,, t 
tho top of the head. Some have several' under the encouraging voice of Rev, ‘I'-— -------TT" 1 .^mov..^,...
eyesand a dozen hands. Occasionally' Harter, to be a vety excellent man, and I JcsusUhrist ever Hy®d, there not being hymn to Christ as Godk’“ 
you may see one with two heads ana sev- to this day is highly esteemed,as a citi- ® word or sentence in the contemporary I Suetonius; born in the year 72, refers 
eral arms. These images are usually1 zen and an artist. How the world needs i literature of' his time concerning him to Christ when he 6a< — ■ — -­
called idols. '”"— --------- “- ' ' . ...^ . ... . . .na h.« &nn«dM.<.. !,■,__._ .__.„. a ,r. ,.t

Auburn State’s prison, and he proved,■ a?° one °‘ our speakers declared that ahi ped by his followers asXJod. “They 
1 ii mi or tho AnmnrAorina vnioo nf Rnv I ‘there was not a shred of proof that sins' among themselves, ^alternately, a

shoe curesystem, says:
“The care of the feet with the an­

cients was a holy office, and the shoe, in­
deed, a pledge for a man’s honor and 
life. Jesus gained power from washing 
the feet of the twelve,” etc.

But the Nazarene washed their feet, 
to wash away that very dirt, debris, 
filth and aural stench that theSe doctors 
advise to be breathed, or snuffed into 
the nose and mouth. Moreover, this

band around the great toe.
Consider this medical cure, appearing

„___ _____ in the Christian Metaphysician, for a
, ......... 'toOhrist when he Baj^ ihat Claudius! moment longer.

and his apostles. ■ _ _ , Caesar expelled the .J‘Jew? from Rome' The perspiration, the vapory moisture
“Now, what am IJo^think. Is there because they raisedzCpiitifiued tumults, that settles in the shoe is'constituted of 

. .. ... . .. .  i dead excretory matter; of the chlorides,
sueir urivsus, auu ukgLvcu viujod vucoo _ wuhl iu mon boms uopmb suey ure— . —---------------------- “ -------- ■------- --- mej laiooiAzwuwuueu tuuiuius

priests and tne people stand beforethese npt for what they were, or seem’ to be. any contemporary proof. Very respect- at the instigation of Uh'riBt.1’ (In Claudio, 
images and pray together. They seem Forget the past, bury the ills of yester- telly yours. G. S. Wilso^j. । chapter 25.), ’ '“) - ’ . :

--------vi..:----------- x is. ------- »------._,_•»— *v-_' ..... No, I do not know, Brother Wilson, I. During the wranglings and.-fiery dis-thoroughly in earnest. ’day. accept mortals for what they are
During a recentexcursion to Southern I ' " '" ” ' "’........................

California there came a noted Chinese. pr . . .
priest. Ascertaining his stopping-place Mrs. Bremer sweetly wrote: , ■ , 
in the city 1 interviewed him. He spoke [ “There is much goodness,; in the 
English quite well. He was on a kind । world, though at a superficial glance one 
ofatourof inspection among the Chi- is disposed to doubt it. ; What is bad is 
nese. He thinks Americans are given ' noised abroad, is echoed back from side 
to racial and religious persecution, es- j.fo side, and newspapers tad social cir- 
pecially the Christian portion of oun cles find much to .say about It; while 
------ »xis— - a <; — ™»o .«.nain<r v>>. ti.o /what is good goes at best, like sunshine, 

quietly through the world.” , .
population.' As' we were standing by the 
Joss-houseT remarked:

"I see you worship a good many 
gods?”

“No,” he answered promptly, “these 
gods—idols, as" you term them—are not 
objects’ot Our worship. We worship one 
God: these images represent the differ­
ent attributes and aspects of the one
great God.

uay. accept mortals lor wnat tney are x'u» A uu uwl. iyuv«, ajivvuci . hquu, uurxug tuq wi^ugtuigs auu-uery uis 
( today, and the divine within them that but I have a vivid recollection of that ’ cussions between Jews and Christians, 
Promises infinitely more to-morrow. - lecture and the criticisms and comments between Pagans and Christians, includ-

‘ ” ... ^ followed by Henry Kiddle,Prof.! ing Celsus and Julian, through thefirst,
Buchanan, Dr. Tanner (the forty days’ second and third centuries—alid through 
faster) aud Mrs. Amanda Spence. *', ' all the centuries up to the •seventeenth 

It only need be said, they were sharp,, or eighteenth,! not a person .that I am 
pointed and spicy. Purposely, ! omit.iaware of,‘ professing Any literary re-

, It is sometimes puzzling to know just 
how to meet the bigot and the theologi­
cal clown. The unspiritual Elder Covert, 
long known as a hater of Spiritualism 

s ana aspects ui me unc and a vicious villifier of Spiritualists, 
Tbe many hands signify while giving a series of sectarian lec-

I'this NewY’ork speaker’s name. ’ Ednca- search, denied, the- Existence of the Je- 
-iionaiiy he is no. honor to Spiritualism, bus of the New Testameilt. It remained 
Where are the "schools of the pronh-, for a New York platform talker and a 
ets”'among-these millions of American few Spiritists.to make’the mighty dis- 
Spiritualists? Where? covery; of, the non-existence of Jesus,

But to the questions of Brother Wil-1 which discovery was based mostly upon 
son, who, by the way, is a man of the trance utterances 61 A whiskey-be- 
wealth, dealing in coal and oil, and yet fuddled medium that Jonathan Roberts 
quite a student. • ................................................. ' - • • •

There is not a "shred of proof,” not a
“word or sentence in the contemporary 
literature of Jesus’ time concerning

himself, in a letter to^ me (after their 
falling out), pronounced an "unprinci­
pled, drunken fellow. ’.’Ifeel to write— 
That the greatest folly of-the fool is his

sulphate of soda, sebaceous exudations, 
and other waste and worn-out impurities 
of the- body, constituting that stinking 
odor known as !‘toe-jam” putridity— 
and this consumptives are advised to 
inhale as "a positive cure!”

Listen still further to these occult 
Christian Scientist Metaphysicians: 
/ "Where the. patient is' too weak and 
exhausted by coughing to inhale deeply, 
at first, let him place the opening of the 
shoe, or slipper, over his’ nostrils aud 
mouth, and suck in the breath and swal­
low. An excessive accumulation of 
of mucous may be prevented by.continu­
ally creating saliva to carry it down."

Dilating upon •‘spitting," these Chris­
tian Metaphysician writers continued 
thus:

“This substitution of the throat, nose 
and mouth for the proper purging chan-

“One soweth and another reapeth” 
is a verity that applies to evil as well as 
good.—George Eliot. . •

The game of life looks cheerful when 
one carries in one’s heart the unaliena­
ble treasure.—Coleridge.

Different minds incline to different 
objects; one pursues the vast alone, the 
wonderful, the wild; another sighs for 
harmony, and grace, and gentlest beau­
ty.—Akenside.

You will find poetry nowhere unless 
you bring some with you.—Joubert.

The pleasure for which we dare not 
thank God cannot be innocent.—Anon.

Evil is wrought by want of thought as 
well as by want of heart.—Hood.

Those edges soonest turn that are 
most keen; a sober moderation stands 
Kure,. no violent extremes endure 
Aleyn.



APRIL 4, mi

&

K5

If

iff

feB

%

L

g

CT

®

thbip^grbss^■7

^f'^yas
■M{

1

IF-’ 2
EXTRAORDINARY. materializations FKIENI&Y SUGGM >

^Ranchman’s Peculiar Ex- 
B perience.

Jeffrey Simmons Gives His 
Experiences. A }

Auent tho 'One-HundreddDoHar
Oller to. Medluiiis.

ANSWER® IN ft DREAM STATE NUN-SECTARIAN.

^7 Spirits Hide His Coveted To- 
fe’LL < bacco. . .

To the Editor:—I notice in The 
Progressive Thinker, of March 7th, 

•A communication from Dr. E. A. Hol­
brook, and hi^ $100-offer again, I will 
6ay that I am the ranchman referred to. 
TJiave had several letters in exchange 
from tbe gentleman, and think I under­
stand him fully; and my opinion is not of 
the worst land. Yet, I do think 
from his experience and-opportunities 
he should have been fully convinced by 
this time. At the same ttme he, living 
in the State of New York, accessible to 
the so-called best mediums in tlie land, 
I must say, it looks a little strange that 
no ono accepts his generous offer.

I find from experience that converts to 
Spiritualism are more lasting if made at 
home circles than those made through 
professional mediums.:

I am glad t)iat my convictions are so 
true of spirit return that if even all the 
mediums on earth should--prove false, it 
would not shake my faith in my dear 
spirit-friends. I consider that I am 
among tlie blessed, as I admit the arti­
cle in Dr. Holbrook’s letter, under the 
heading of ‘‘Extraordinary Manifesta­
tions,” to be true.

Will Dr. Holbrook please explain by 
what force, if not by spirit power, the 
following manifestation took place;

Being an excessive tobacco user, and 
not iu very good health, one of mj’ spirit 
guides undertook to break me frpm 
the habit. About the first of this month 
1 bought two pounds of plug tobacco— 
C-ineh plugs—and after my arrival at 
home I put it in its usual place, and, to 
my disappointment after, soon the two 
pounds of tobacco were missing.

My wife and two little girls have 
looked the house over, but cannot find it, 
Jo I am only plagued by one of my 
guides, who comes regularly twice a day 
and puts a small piece of tobacco on the 
mantelpiece, and in this way I am al­
lowanced. The pieces were, at first, the 
lizeof a silver quarter, and now they 
are the size of a nickel—quite q come­
down from one-half a plug a day. The 
pieces have rugged edges, as if broken 
by hand, but 1 cannot say in answer to 
Dr. Holbrook’s question whether they 
are hands of real flesh and blood, as last 
jiight was tlie first time I saw him in the 
act of bringing it. I was, at the time, 
in bed, and he only materialized in a 
spirit light—and nd sooner- did we see 
him than he was gone, or rather the 
light disappeared.

I bad been silting up with my sick 
baby, as I was fearful something was go­
ing wrong with my child: after asking 
what was wanted, he responded to his 
name and said he came to bring me 
some tobacco. It being utter darkness, 
I struck a light and fouud a nice little 
chew on my pillow.

Now, Dr. Holbrook, could it be possi­
ble that our supposed dear friends are a 
myth, and I am supplied by hypnotism; 
Or that we are deluded, and it is the 
Work of the Devil? If it be the latter, I 
am willing to take up my pack and fol­
low him, as he brings nothing but good 
to my home.

' Yes, Dr. Holbrook, I am a ranchman 
on the border of West Texas, seventy- 
five miles from a railroad, where elec­
trical appliances for fake business is out 
of the question; besides, I am no Edisou 
qnd would not know how to apply them. 
My banker is Chas. Schreiver, Kerr­
ville, Texas; also T. C. Frost, San Anto­
nio, Texas. I refer you to my friend, 
E. W. Newman, editor of the Dawning 
Light, San Antonio.

If I had the spare time I would write 
my experience for The Progressive 
Thinker, but just now I have my lamb­
ing season, and on the 1st of April I be­
gin shearing. In May I will be in Chi­
cago with mutton." Hope to got my 
spirit father’s picture while there. I 
wlll add’, on another occasion, iny brother 
and his family attended a seance at my 
place, when we were having a dark se­
ance. By request we turned down the 
light, and in a few moments tny brother’s 
Bible, 0 by 8 inches in size and weighing 
about one and one-half pounds, was 
brought from his home and laid on the 
table in my house. Respectfully,

Jos. A. Harris.

t

' Our Mammoth’New 1896 Flower Seed Offer.

‘SIFLOWERSEEDSSFREEAn Old itoan Follows the 
Direction^Qiven in a Via­

ion and Finds a Long­
; logf Sister.

Our Public Schools Must Be 
Used for the Common 

■ School Educa> . 
tion Only.

A WHOLE FLOWER GARDEN WITHOUT COST !
I A® UiiDarallfled Offer by u OH.EUablla)ied and Reliable Publtablnr P1!,U,L A™! Mpns’ Wpxtp & a urge, r^-page, o6<oliunn illustrated Magazine lor । tactic# and the tanuly circle, with ejqgantcover panted in colors, it is de voted to Stories. 
V*®?! V«i$? fanci Work. Hdmc Decoration. Housekeeping, Fashions, Hygiene, 
r jY^1 c Rw111^ Etiquette, poX-oi-Vbar Recreations, etc. To wtreduce iliischarming taoipji magazine into joo.oco home* where it is not already taken, we now make the fol­
lowing coiosial offer: yfon receipt ^f only Thirty Cents in silver, stavtis or 
9^0M^ Order f tNfrejtylar tuhicriftion /rice), we will send The Ladies’ World 
/or tne Remainder oi thU Year (A/ril to December inclusive), and to each 
**fte**t*rwwulalso scud. Free andiost-iaid,alarfe and inaeuificcnt Collection 
of Choice Flower Suede, over 300 Varieties, as follows: -

' To the Editor:—In vour;issue of 
March 7th I see that Dr. llotyrook still 
holds out an opportunity to afly good me­
dium for materializations to make a 
hundred dollars, provided that they 
could satisfy the Doctor as to the anat­
omy, density, fiexibility and tempera­
ture of the’impromptu-formed body.
_ From the Doctor’s present standpoint 
it must seem very strange that, amongst 
so many good, reliable mediums all over 
the country, some one could not be in­
duced to try, at least, to comply with 
the conditions of his generous offer, and 
if they could succeed in satisfying him 
secure the hundred dollars. But a very 
little calm second thought ought to con­
vince the good brother of some very 
good reasons why his liberal and no 
doubt well-meant offer has not been ac­
cepted.

In the first place, there is some differ­
ence between a seance and a circus—as 
there is bet ween a medium and an acro­
bat When the Doctor pays his money 
to a circus manager, he has a perfect 
1'kht to complain if the performance 
falls short of a reasonable expectation, 
for each performer is supposed to be 
able to do so much, and to do it when­
ever called upon—barring accidents. 
Not so with a medium. The true, hon­
est medium when in a trance condition 
has no more control over the results of 
any one seance than the Doctor has over 
tlie quantity or quality of his dreams. 
Of course he is well aware of that, al­
though he seems to have, for the mo­
ment, loft it out of his calculations.

Another item tlie Doctor and his 
friends that composed the small coterie 
must have overlooked, and that is, that 
there are certain well-known and estab­
lished conditious to be furnished at this 
end of the line, In order to produce the 
best results in any phase of manifesta­
tions. One of the conditions is a quiet, 
passive, harmonious, altruistic spirit on 
the part of the investigators—not a 
spirit of silly credulity that sees: ‘‘a 
camel in every cloud,” on the one hand, 
nor that spirit that will not bo convinced 
unless everything tallies with one’s pre­
conceived notions and cast-iron rules.

No one doubts the sincerity of the 
Doctor's motives, yet I question the wis­
dom of the means he employed in his 
search for light. From the whole tenor 
of the Doctor’s article, it is very evident 
that however much he believes in the 
other phases of spirit communion with 
us earth-bound mortals, he has no faith 
in materializations, as he cites several 
fraudulent seances, but not one that has 
proved to be honest and genuine. In 
that he has been very unfortunate, and 
that being so, as a natural result there 
exists in his mind (consciously or uncon­
sciously) a subtile element of latent op­
position that would in itself form a no 
inconsiderable barrier that would have 
to be overcome ere the very first step 
toward the solution of the problem could 
be entered upon.

Then, again, the amount and kind of 
evidence that would convince a Prof. 
Robert Hare, Hon. Robert Dale Owen, 
or a Sir William Crookes might not be 
deemed at all sufficient to satisfy either 
Dr. Holbrook or all of his coterie of 
friends—and yet all be “honorable men.”

Then, again, there seems oftentimes 
to attach to every phase of life some 
hidden, unknown, unthought-of element 
that can make tho “best laid schemes of 
mice or men gang aft aglee.”

If the good Doctor will pardon us for 
presuming to suggest what appears to us 
as a course to pursue that would be 
more likely to accomplish his most laud­
able effort at getting one mope proof of 
that fast narrowing stream that divides 
us from our loyed ones on the other side: 
Let trim withdraw his offer; find out and 
get in communication with a good, relia­
ble medium, or one that has proved so 
far to be so; offer them the hospitality of 
his no doubt pleasant home, or some 
home amongst his friends, if tliey prove 
to bo honest, truthful and refined. Give 
them to feel that so long as they remain 
your euest they can firmly rely ou your 
friendship so long as they remain on the 
Alpine heights of true manhood or wo­
manhood. Give them an opportunity in 
your own parlors, under the most strict 
test conditions, leaving the results to the 
as yet poorly understood law that makes 
it possible to produce the phenomena.

Let everything be conducted in that 
deeply reverential spirit that tbe sol­
emnity of the occasion should suggest, 
and although it might not be satisfac­
tory tbo first time, yet, just so sure as 
tho sun will rise to-morrow morning, so 
sure will their efforts be richly, and 
abundantly crowned with the knowledge 
that once possessed, the wealth of the 
world without that knowledge would be 
poverty,indeed. D. C. McDougall.

Rockford, Ill.

Tp the Editor;—Allow me to add 
my testimony’to that of others in favor 
of the materializations dr form manifes­
tations that have been .witnessed at a 
series of seances held at different places 
in this city during tho last two' months 
by O. L. Concannon. .'­

The first of these was at 484 Lafayette 
avenue, in the parlors of Mr. George 
Wines, who kindly favored the readers 
of The Progressive Thinker with an 
account of some of the events that traus- 
pired on that occasion.

It was my good fortune to be present 
on thut eventful evening and to be one 
amoug others who were invited to come 
to the cabinet when desired by those en­
deavoring to manifest their presence in 
that way.

The cabinet used by Mr. Concannon 
is made by hanging two pieces of drap­
ery at right angles with the walls there­
by enclosing a space about four feet 
square in a corner of the room.

That being ready, it was furnished 
with a chair in which Mr. C. was seated 
clad in a black coat and vest with trous­
ers to match; a collar or dickey that 
served as an excuse for a shirt was all 
there was about his • person that would 
pass for white.

The lapels pf his coat were then firmly 
sowed together, the sleeves at the wrists 
sewed to his trousers above the knees, 
while the skirt on both sides was sewed 
to the lower rounds of the chair.

Lastly his bare feet were placed in a 
pau containing flour, arid at the same 
time rice wah put in his hands which he 
was expected to retain until after the 
seance was over.

Under these conditions human forms, 
varying in size and general appearance, 
from small children to persons full six 
feet in height, many of them clad in 
flowing robes of spotless white would 
emerge from that cabinet.
. Often two, and sometimes three, were 
seen at the same moment.

Forms also appeared clad in male at- 
tiro of dark material.

Mrs. Concannon, who was conducting 
the seance, also acted as messenger be­
tween spirits in the cabinet and their 
fripnds in the audience. Her practiced 
ear seemed to catch the words when 
often faintly spoken.

At length she informed me that I was 
wanted and immediately led me to the 
cabinet, where a voice apparently on 
the inside of the curtain, close to my ear, 
said: “Owassoo.” “

I responded by saying, “Glad to meet 
you,” when the voice of Bessie, the me­
dium's control was beard to say, “There 
is some one with him.”

Presently the curtains parted, when 
standing before me was a human form 
corresponding in size and general ap­
pearance to that of my wife, who, rais­
ing her arms placed her hands upon my 
head, then brought them together at 
the back manifesting a warmth of affec­
tion that was so true to life that her 
presence was to me beyond the shadow 
of a doubt.

I said to her: “Is Edith with you?”
She answered, “yes,” and immediate­

ly disappeared behind the curtain.
Edith was the name of our first-born, 

who passed to the next life in 184G at 
tlie age of eleven years.

Being left alone, my first teought was 
to resume my seat, when a voice in 
the cabinet was heard to say: “They are 
going to try and come together.”

Mrs. Concannon had scarcely finished 
“wait a moment,” when the curtain 
again parted, revealing my wife and 
Edith standing before me with their 
faces illumined by a golden-hued light 
in which every feature evento the shad­
ing of the hair and color of the eyes 
could not have been made plainer.

Our interview closed with an exchange 
of kisses with first one and then the 
other, which to all intents and purposes 
were as real as any I ever experienced 
or ever expect to.

In a general way it may be said that 
certain features in each seance possess 
something like a sameness which may 
be owing to the part taken by some of the 
medium’s familiars on each occasion.

For instance, a tall, graceful figure 
known as queen of the cabinet, is first to 
appear and extend a welcome greeting 
to the audience. She also gives the ex­
hibition of laeeinaking toward the close 
of the seance. ,

Another striking figure that steps out 
from the cabinet is that of a large man 
in Oriental costume, having dark com­
plexion and hair, of which only a por­
tion could be seen below his turban.

He had a strong voice, and his good 
nature showed itself in tho hearty man­
ner in which he greeted those who ap­
proached him as he grasped one after 
another in a friendly haud-shako. Some 
will not soon forget the powerful grip he 
gave, when tliey realized that his hand 
was not only strong and firm, but its 
size was in proportion with his body.'

Mr. Concannon weighs one hundred 
and fifteen pounds, consequently below 
tlie average size of men, his hands be­
ing small and flexible. -

Several seances were given at the res­
idence of Mrs. Robinson, on Monroe 
street, corner of Nostrand avenue, at 
which the audiences were largely com­
posed of intimate friends selected with 
.the view of generating harmony, with 
very gratifying results.

Jeffrey Simmons.
118 Quincy street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Shamokin, pL—Jacob Stillwagner, 
an aged resident of ppydtown, a small 
village three iniles east of Shamokin, 
has returned ta Stetsonville, Wis., 
and tells a remarkable story of hoyr ho 
and one of his long-iost sisters were re­
united through the medium of his pray­
ers aud dreams. . L

He claims that he was born in Iowa 
sixty-five years ago, where he lived, to­
gether with his parents, a sister and 
two brothers until he arrived at the age 
of seven, when both of his parents died 
suddenly, leaving the four small chil­
dren, without any means of support.

Neighbors provided for the little ones 
until permanent homos could be found 
for them, but within a year of their be­
reavement they were scattered far 
apart, and soon' lost all trace of each 
other. Mr. Stillwagner says that his 
adopted parents drifted eastward, and 
just as lie arrived at the age of manhood 
he located at Boydtowu, where lie has 
since resided. -
. Ho made frequent attempts to find 
some trace of his brothers and sister as 
the years passed by, and it was pot until 
last fall tliat he met with any success in 
this direction. Tlien, while walking 
across the mountain from Boydtown to 
Shamokin, he was seized with an over­
whelming desire to find his long-lost rel­
atives, and kneeling on the fallen au­
tumn leaves earnestly prayed God to di­
rect his steps toward his brothers and 
sister, and allow them to be reunited 
before being called to their eternal 
home. The desire to find his loved ones 
became the sole object of Stillwagner's 
remaining days, and about three weeks 
after his prayer in the forest lie dreamed 
that he was at Stetsonville, Wis., where 
he found his sister, from whom he had 
heard no tidings for more than half a 
century. .'He distinctly saw the interior 
of her home and had her features and 
the external surroundings of her home 
indelibly stamped upon Ills brain.

The name of his sister, the most im­
portant clew, had not been revealed to 
him in his midnight vision, but he com­
municated with the postmaster of the 
little Wisconsin village, describing the 
house and ininates he had seen, and 
closed by asking whether such a habita­
tion and family really existed there. 
Several weeks passed before he re­
ceived a reply, but the anxiously-looked- 
for letter gave the history of the woman 
occupying the home he described and 
convinced Stillwagner that it really was 
his sister. '

So confident^was he on this point thal 
he left for WfsQpnsin, and upon his re­
turn East he startled his friends by an­
nouncing that the-woman he dreamed of 
was none othe^tljan his missing sister, 
who is now surrounded by a happy fam­
ily. Mr. Sujjwagner adds that since 
his return E^gljg visited Philadelphia, 
where he found,ncquaiutances of the
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tl. BIBLE AND CONSTITUTION. ■
The Woman’s Educational Union, pro­

posing topetition the local board of ed­
ucation for the compulsory reading of 
Bible-lessons in the public schools, has 
framed an extraordinary memorial. It 
avers, for instance, that the fundamen­
tal law of Illinois requires in the public 
schools instructions in “that religion, 
morality and knowledge which is neces­
sary to good government and the happi­
ness of mankind;” that the laws of Illi­
nois specify the Bible as a book contain­
ing the primary elements of that relig­
ion und morality, and insist that as the 
Bible is recognized as sacred by tlie 
laws of the United States and. other en­
lightened nations, the greatest improve­
ment that can be introduced into the 
public schools is the reading of selec­
tions from the Bible. .

It does not seem that these ladies have 
looked into the constitution of Illinois at 
all. The.only provision in that instru­
ment concerning public education is in 
article 8, which occupies, with all its 
notations, merely a printed page. The 
requirement of the constitution is 
that the general assembly shall provide 
a thorough and efficient system of free 
schools, whereby all children of the 
State may receive a good common school 
education. This section of the consti­
tution has been defined by the supreme 
court as mandatory and as likewise lim­
iting the powers of the legislature as to 
the character of education to be afford­
ed. It must be a common school educa­
tion.

There is further provision that neither 
the general assembly nor any political 
subdivision of the State shall make any 
appropriation or pay from any fund 
whatever anything in aid of any church 
or sectarian purpose or to help support 
or sustain any school, academy, semina­
ry, college, university or other literary 
or scientific institution controlled by 
any church or sectarian denomination 
whatever, nor shall any grantor dona­
tion of land, money or other personal 
property ever bo made by the State or 
any public corporation of the’ State to 
any church or for any sectarian purpose.

It has been held under this section 
that directors may permit the use of 
school-houses for religious meetings, 
but there is nowhere found in the con­
stitution nor in the enactments of Illi­
nois any such requirements as the peti- 
tioning'ladies represent to the board of 
education.

The Bible is recognized throughout all 
civilization as a great book. It is held 
by almost all Christian denominations 
as the inspired word of God. But the 
State is entirely nonsectarian. It has 
provided in its fundamental law against 
sectarianism in any form, and while 
there are thousands of taxpayers who 
reject the divine inspiration of the Bible, 
or at least of the New Testament, or do 
not think it wise that the book should 
be used to convey religious instruction 
to their children, it is unwise to rein­
troduce it. A generation has grown up 
in the public schools and has not heard 
the perfunctory reading from the Bible, 
which was formerly the practice. It is 
not found that they are the worse for 
the omission.

If parents desire that, coupled with 
secular education, there shall be secta­
rian education.sueh parents ought to ar­
range for tuition of their children at de­
nominational schools. -

The above appeared as an editorial in 
the Chicago Chronicle of recent date, 
and boars the ring of tho true metal of 
a Uborty-loving patriot There is no 
doubt but the same zeal shown by these 
ladies for the work prompted by their 
respective pastors, applied towards the 
true and unbiased reformation of the 
world might do great good; but without 
studying the aspect from the standpoint 
of universal justice, they seek to force 
their Bible-lessons upon the unwilling, 
unbelieving, thinking, ^unprejudiced 
masses of humanity, forgetful of those 
other days of religious persecutions, 
when their own Protestant forefathers 
seceded from the mother churoh and 
were cramped into the “squeeze-box” 
of her iron-bound creed, or beheaded 
into “purgatory” unpardoned, or sub- 
ieoted to most horrible lifelong torture. 
These martyrs, though but one short 
step in advance of the old dogmas, died 
for freedom.

But why present these historical facts 
to those who ought already to know 
them as the A B C’s of religious fanati­
cism and resultant persecution?

Simply because they believe in the 
divine inspiration of the Bible they seek 
compulsory reading of its contents by 
those who do not believe in such divine 
inspiration nor care anything about its 
contents being forced upon their chil­
dren. No, good dames, if you have chil­
dren who are religiously inclined, they 
may have all manner of sacrilegious en­
vironments thrust around them, and be 
true to their religious inclinations and 
home teachings; but it surely must be 
well-known to all that the strongest ef­
forts to cramp the minds of constitu­
tional unbelievers, the questioners, the 
natural philosophers, in their own fam­
ily, into the narrow creeds of two thou­
sand years ago, or even the modern 
creeds of to-day, but helps to make infi­
dels of them.

Let not the justice manifest by the 
liberty-loving old pioneers who framed 
the Constitution of the State of Illinois 
ever be tarnished with one-idea amend­
ments, and even .our statute-books 
should be swept of all classdegisiation, 
and made non-receptive to such in fu­
ture ages)

We know it must be terrible for the 
Christians, the real hide-bound old rad­
icals of orthodoxy, to see all their long- 
petted and caressed “articles of faith” 

■melting away before the electric torch 
and searchlight of modern science and 
Spiritualism. No wonder these ladies 
seek every avenue for. gaining vantage­
ground in the battle for their loved 
cause, now so near its eternal farewell, 
its last adieu. . Bui justice forbid the 
the'stain of sectarianism upon our con­
stitutions, both State and National! •

Dr. T. Wilkins. .-
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•To- the Editor:—The grand Pro­
gressive Thinker, No. 331, came duly 
to hand yesterday morning, and the first 
article that greeted my eyes was that of 
Bro. Perkins’ on the imprisonment of 
Dr. P. S. George in Nebraska. I am 

■ personally acquainted with Bro. George 
and estimable wife aud lovely children, 
and know them to be worthy people, and 
they should bo sustained in this trying 
hour, both psychically and financially; 
and, by the way, Bro. Francis, I would 
like to inquire wliat the National Asso­
ciation of Spiritualists is doing in this 
case?

I learn that Dr. George is State Agent 
•of Nebraska for said Association. Let 
us see if thej’ do what they claimed they 
would to protect persecuted mediums.

But the most important question is— 
What can and shall we do to have those 

■ unjust laws expunged from the statutes 
of the several States? ‘

Of course they were gotten up by the 
M. D’s, ostensibly in the interests of the 
dear people, but really to fill the purses 
of those same Medicos. Let us demand 
that all practitioners be held for mal­
practice, and that is all the medical law 
any State needs.

In the meantime, friends, send your 
mites to nssistour dear friend, Dr. P. S. 
George, and his family.

Clinton, Iowa. Dr. J. C. Phillips.

We possess dormant faculties that may 
be aroused by our own efforts. Some 
time ago Prof'. C----- visited our town in 
the capacity of a mind-reader. His tests 
consisted. in blindfolding himself and 
taking someone by the hand and going 
to any part of the town and getting the 
thing thought of. One might take a 
knl.'e and go out at night in the dark 
and stick it jn various places; on his re­
turn Prof. C--— would take the party 
by the hand and, with blinds on, rush 
out. and stick the knife at the places 
where it bad been stuck before.

Another feat: In his'hbseuoe we 
formed a tableau. He came in with 
blinds on and took the hand of one of 
the party whd had witnessed the tab­
leaurand reformed the same. He did 
many other similar feats, which at that 
time were to me very wonderful.

Did Prof. C-- hypnotize himself, or 
was it spirit guidances’ He did neither. 
Hypnotism is unnecessary in such feats, 
and spirits had no more to do with it 
than they had in instructing Adam on 
the latest Parisian stylo of tying Mrs. 
Eve's apron-strings. I speak from per­
sonal knowledge, for I can now perform 
the same feats as skillfully as did Prof. 
C------, and . have taught many ol my 
friends to do tbe same. Everyone pos­
sesses, this dormant ‘ faculty, which is 
pothing else than muscle-reading, and 
it is easily learned by patient effort.
. C. P. Benson.

One by one our friends they leave us;
Even in life they drift away: 

And these partings sorely grieve us, 
For, perhaps, they are for aye.

One by one we all are losing 
Links from out this broken chain;

But we cannot do the choosing 
Of the ones who leave this plain.

One by one these links are broken, 
Tho’ in friendship they were cast;

But loving words may yet be spoken, 
And, my friend, we’H meet at last!

One by one are fond hopes blighted, 
And' we lose all joy in life;

But in heaven we’ll be united
When we leave this weary strife.

One by one will dear friend’s greet us 
When this earthly life is o’er;

Yes, with joy they’ll come to meet us 
When we reach that shining shore.

One by one we all are going
’ Where together wc may roam: 
For our barque tbebreeze is blowing 

And ’twill softly waft us home.
ANON.

Take Action at Once.
The sale of The Encyclopaedia

Money and time are the heaviest bur­
dens of life, and the unhappiest of all 
mortals are those who have more of 
either than they £now how to use.— 
Johnson. - ,

The passions, like heavy bodies down 
steep hills, once in motion, move them^ 
selves, and know no ground but the bot­
tom.—Fuller. . \

Resolution is omnipotent.t-John’ Fos­
ter. ■ v . -'A

Sarcasm poisons reproofr—Wiggles­
worth. .
. Man hath his daily work Of body or 
mind’appointed, which declares his dig­
nity and the re jard pf heaved on all his 
Ways.—MHtpn.
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COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED.

By WA.TSON WINSTON.

Sustaining a Theory,
Some Giants, 
The Adventures and Work of Noah. 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 
umo and His “Sister,”
One of Twins, 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams,

'.' THOMAS PAINE'.'
SOME OF HIS NOTED WORKS.1

Full-Pa^ 
Pietim

Bioodv Jojhui,
The Campaign of Deborah aud Bank 

Against Jabin and Sisera,
General Gideon,
Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice,
Bamson the Btroug, 
Buth and Boaz.
Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Bxod.
David, God's Favorite,
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Bailor.

Death, and Life in the Spirit-World 
has reached high up into the thousands. 
Wo are now sending it out free to new 
trial subscribers. Send to this-office 25 
cents, and you will get The Progress­
ive Thinker three months, and also the 
book above-mentioned in paper cover. 
When you have once read it, you would 
not part with it for ten times the cost to 
you. We want to reach 20,000 how read­
ers, hence make this offer, which will 
continue during April only. . .

ESTAny one of our present subscrib­
ers who will send us a new three-months’ 
subscribfer with his own subscription 
(extending it not les than six months) 
can each have a copy of the book.

Stern duties need not speak sternly. 
He who stood firm before the thunder 
worshiped the “still, small voice.”—Do­
bell.

When fortune means to men most good 
she looks upon them with a threatening 
eye.—Shakespeare, ...

To THE Editor:—Our little hamlet, 
though still burled in snow, is wide 
awake to the fact that anniversary 
season Is near at hand. As this occasion 
has, for the past two years, been under 
the management of our local society of 

. the N. S. A., organized two years ago, 
’ it was supposed that its memoors would 
act in the matter again this spring; but 
the society has apparently “given up the 
ghost,” as nothing has been heard from 
it since last season.

A spicy little paper, called the “Crit­
ique,” wap quite freely circulated here 
in December, which contained some pun­
gent statements concerning peculiar 
transactions of the National organiza­
tion, and seemed to act as an . “eye­
opener” to many of our rational-minded, 
logical citizens. This may account in a 
great measure for the late quietus seem­
ing to rest upon-our local N. S. A. Be 
that as it may, our citizens, having 
grown tired of longer waiting, and feel­
ing that the many inquiries lately re­
ceived relative to the anniversary here 
-should be creditably met, have decided 
to take community action and celebrate 
as we have never done before—believing 
as we do, from the present outlook, that 
we are approaching the dawn of a new 
uprising to a higher intellectual and 
spiritual growth and development than 
ever before reached; even as the fabled 
Phoenix of the ‘Orient came from tho 
ashes of wornout conditions.

Our anniversary will be held on the 
31st inst., when it is expected that Mrs. 
R. S. Lillie, and Mrs. Ciara Watson, of 
Jamestown, will be with us for addresses. 
A fine quartette club from Fredonia will 
make glad the hearts of all who revel in 
song; while the “fantastic toes” of our 
young people are already pirouetting in 
lively anticipation of the rare treat in 
store for them /‘till the wee, sma’ 
hours,” by the advent of an orchestra of 
six instrume'nts—two violins, viol, cor­
net, clarinet and piano—under the lead­
ership of O. H. Maxham, of Jamestown, 
N. Y.

The hop will be preceded by a 90-min- 
utes’ miscellaneous programme of shad­
ow pantomimes, a short drama, recita­
tions, etc., interspersed with vocal and 
instrumental musid. There will also be 
a morning conference. Although public 
mention of our rifebting was made but a 
few days agolciv4.have heard-from sev­
eral parties in Adjoining towns express­
ing a lively int^rdst in the work, and the 
intention is to visit Lily Dale on that oc­
casion. » .

The many ffiends of Mrs.-Lillie, who 
lately came frfim^Cincinnati, and is the 
present guestebf Mrs. O. Cook, of James­
town, will beflfrlsul to learn that she is 
rapidly convluesclng, and has written 
that she will bS. ^ith us for an address 
on the above date.

The C. I». F/A’Arustees will hold a 
meeting the ensuing weekr-the.firat one 
held since last-September—for the pur­
pose of a general digest of matters rela­
tive to the conringeamp season.

Editors of city papers are making in­
terested inquiries as to the date and 
probable outcome of this board-meeting, 
and are already prophesying a higher 
spiritual status for the Cassadaga of the 
near future. :' A RESIDENT.

By Editor of tbe National with Preface and Note* [ 
by Peter Eeltier. Illustrated with vlew« of tbe old 
Paine Homestead and Paine Monument, at New 
Hochelle, also, portraits of Thomu Clio Rickman, 
Joe Barlow, Mary ’Wollstonecraft, Madame Roland, J 
Condorcet, Bristol, and the most prominent of Paine'* 
friends in Europe and America. Cloth, 75 cents. i 
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Old and New Theories. 
The Mesmeric Force, 
The Real Literature ofMe# 

merism.
Side-Lights of Mesmeric 

Phenomena.
Curative Mesmerism.
Anaesthetic Effects and Rig. 

idity.
The Nature of Sensitiveness 
Clairvoyance.
Mesmeric Practice.
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CHRIST AND MEDIUMSHIP.

Careful comparison of some of tbe Spiritualism 
and Mediumship of tbe Bible with that of to day. By 
Most* Hull. An Invincible argument proving I bat 
Jesus was only a medium, aubject to all tbo condi­
tions of modern inedluiusblp. It alao shows that all 
tbe mnnlfestatlon# throughout the Old and New Testa­
ment wore undertbe same conditions tbat mediums 
require to-day; and that the coming of Christ Is the re­
turn of mediumship to tho world. 48 pages. Price. 
10 cents. For sale at this office.

Sets forth the Philosophy of Existence, -with detailed 
evidence. It appeals to Christiana and Spiritualist* 
alike, as It demonstrates tho truth of tbe spirit mani­
festations of Jeans Christ, upon which the Christian 
religion la based, aa well as the actuality of modern [ 
spirit manifestations, IU title page claims tbat the 
book la

The first eleven chapters are devoted entirely to 
manifestations of the soul Incarnate, with a clear ex­
position of the psychic philosophy.

The succeeding four chapters set forth tbe philoso­
phy of the Infinite.

The last twenty chapters are devoted to an exposi­
tion of spiritual philosophy, with evidence in detail, 
much of ft being personal experiences nf tbe author.

THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA,
According to Old Records.

FITSCURED
{FroviUS. Journal <if Medicine) •-•_ - 

Prof* W. RPeekc^hoinakcfi a specialty of Epilepsy, 
has without doubt treated and cured more cmea than 
any living Physician: hla success is astonish log. We 
hxvehwird of cases of 20 years’ standing cured by him* 
He publishes* valuta e work on this disease whichi he 
•ends with a large bottle of his absolute cnrer free to 
any sufferer wb o may send th cir P.O, andExprese fid* 
dress. We advise anyone wishing a Cure to address, 
Itoh W. H. PEEKE,'Kn,4<m SU New Xc^t

The honest heart that’s free frae a’ in­
tended fraud or. guile, hovyever fortune 

. kick the ba’ has aye some cause to smile. 
—Burns. ; - ’

There is always and everywhere some 
restraint upon a: great man. He is 
guarded with crowds and shackled with 
formalities.-^-Gowley. •

Among the pitfalls in pur way, the 
best of us walk blindly; so, man, be 
wary, watch and pray, and judge your 
brother kindly.—Alice Cary.

The henthfen mythology not only whs 
not true, but wastrot even supported as 
true; it not duly’ deserved no faith, but 
It demanded none.— Whately. ' ' '

A dispatch from Madison says that A. 
W. Patterson, a retired Iowa merchant, 
shot and killed his wife and then took 
his o wn life, at his home here, last mid­
night- A letter, signed by the parents 
and addressed to the children, said that 
husband and wife had premeditated sui­
cide for some time , and resolved to die 

.together.
With other members of the house­

hold, they had attended revival services 
being held here by B. Fay Mills, during 
th6 evening and had gone to their rooms 
apparently in the best of spirits. । No 
other motive than insanity on the part of 
the-husband or intended suicide on the 
part of both can be assigned for the deed.

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES.
A Fascinating Work.

The readers of The Pnoonraiirx Thinker will r®» 
member the etory under tlie above title, by Hudaon 
Tuttle, which waa published In It* columns. Al (ha 
time, constant inquiries were made as to It* appearing 
In book form. This wl*h has now been gratlfled. It 
make*■ volume of 243 pages, in style and form like the 
"Convent of tbe Sacred Heart.” with a finely'engraved 
likeness of the author on the cover. The acene* of the 
story alternately shift from earth to tbo spirit spheres, 
and tbe philosophy of Spiritualism, the occupation *ba 
modes of life of spiritual beings, are presented In the 
pleasing form of naira lire.

Tbe following arc the chapter-titles: Introduction: 
The. House of the 8age; Home of the Miser; Tbe Low 
Societies; Hades; Cbristmastlde In the Spheres of 
Light; Chrletmastlde and tbe Golden Gate; The Un­
happy Marriage; Easter Day in Heaven: A Visit to 
the Earth; Tbe Change Called Death; Coming to the 
Knowledge of the Light; The Society Again Visile 
Earth; The Forsaken and Deaplaed; Discuillon; A 
Vlalt to a Distant Globe; Reunion in tbe Spirit-world; 
Cootentednees Kot Goodness; Address ofthe Sage.

It Is a book tbe Spiritualist will be delighted With; * 
book in which the Investigator will find answers to 
erer-recmrlng question st a book which will interest 
the church member, nor repel the molt prejudiced. 
The price Ln paper is 60 cent*; muiUnlli po*tpal£

JOYS

Beyond the Threshold
A Sequfel to

TO-MORROW OF DEATH.
By LOUIS FIGUIEB.

Translated from tbe trench.
THB TO MORROW OF DEATH was write# H 

levelop the Idea of tbe principle of tbe pennanesce 
If the human soul after death, and lu reincarnation 
In a chain of new beings, whose successive links an 
unrolled In the bosom of etherlal apace. "Bktoxd 
Tbb Threshold" continues on the same lines en»

from the data of modern physical and physiological 
science.

To the Spiritualist, an impregnable foundation of 
•dentine data and verified facts,

To the materialist and skeptic, a revelation ofthe 
Invisible energies operative in Nature's formula of 
evolution. '

To tho ecoTMlMtic, a new hntu and a ntw etrth.
? A Look to read, to Rtndy and think about. A eon- ------ -------- ----------------------------------------------- -

Censed volume or adentific information for 25 tent*. The method of n uwtl. tot each human being. 
Address your, orders to ‘ I Tha domain! ftom which cottipanlonB, huibandi and
17:0 Progressive TMnfcer, 40 Leonis ttttit,' F^iSj JJctermlcsdr chtu™ bora In dlffcrcetdo. 
Or to W, M. Lpckwood, 471 West Madlioa ureal, main* ant tha condition* to be observed lb theft care 

Chicago, 111, ■ ■ j and education. - ' ’ •
------ ---------------;----------------j 1 ..-----_____^“t^— Th* rersota: all!Ity and talent of tbe Individual Romanism and Kepuhbo. i with refer wet to domeruc, roclai anAbutfaet* euc- 

hJ^Sj1^ whr^^ M’ ^ ET6^ Hftltt Thlt work Ii the rtf nit of prefbund reaearch, and In 
•botlld read it PriBOfUiX---- ___ - ! hi preparation the aulhci tai been largely aiMAtcdby

। J. a street, A. B X. .
\ ^ound in Special Cloth. - - Frier, $1.- ^ 
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The Law of Material, Social and 
Spiritual Evolution.

All a rhetorician’s rules teach nothing, 
but to name his tools.—Samuel Butler.

To have what we want is riches, but 
to be able to do without is power,—G, 
Macdonald,

Then mankind will have 
thoughts, for their “secrets will 
vealed from the house-tops.” 1

scription (extending it not less than six 
months), can each have a copy pf " 
book. ”
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Fac&’i'

Don’t Delay.
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Watertown, N. Y.

ORDER AND PURPOSE IN NATURE—FAC­
TORS OF PROGRESS—MOTIVES OF AD­
VANCEMENT.

A New &«i

THB PROORBg&IVB THINKER.

MEANS OF PROGRESS.
“First the Natural, and Then 

the Spiritual.”

Order is nature’s first law, and did it 
not work to a purpose, nature animate 
and inanimate must end in chaos and 
would have so ended long ago. Hence 
we have no reason to find fault with na­
ture nor any of the means by which it 
works out its purposes. If evolution is 
true and no profound scholor now 
doubts its demonstration, to say that 
things in the past have not been right 
to their conditions is to impeach the 
wisdom of the purposing mind and to 
spy that the conditions were wrong is to 
assume that our wisdom could have bet­
tered them. - •

The extent of man’s freedom lies in 
the ability to choose between different 
motives presented, and though he make 
a mistake in the 'choice, to still continue 
to qhoose until he chooses the right. 
The past is not a factor in our progress, 
only as it teaches us to prevent the mis­
takes to which we are liable in the fu­
ture. But the Divine Sovereignty 
bounds all. Not realizing this fact, prog­
ress would seem to have been retarded 
by the mistaken fault-finding of man­
kind over the follies and evils of the 
dead past, instead of receiving things as 
they are, and building upon what they 
deem better foundations. It is like a 
fly, lighting on and freezing to the dome 
of St. Peter’s, arguing from the mishap 
that the whole architecture is a failure.

There may be some who are so consti­
tuted that they must find fault with the 
past, and so wc must call this a part of 
the evolution, and when they turn their 
faces forward and onward and strive by 
their own higher education to elevate 
themselvqs and those around them up to 
a higher level, this also is a part of evo­
lution and seems te be the only perma­
nent ground of progress. It is sure 
ground, because, as the race advances, 
man, always acting from the strongest 
motive, the highest and best motive 
among a set of outgrown conditions,must 
govern and it cannot be otherwise. The 
law of order, then, all the while prevails, 
however nature is complicated and dif­
ferentiated by the different conditions, 
surroundings and environments of the 
embryo, the germ, the growth and the 
fruitage.

Atoms do not remain single—they ex­
ist in pairs as positives and negatives, 
called molecules; while each molecule 
has an attractive side that draws to It 
its affinity, forming new compounds. So 
around a common center molecules at­
tract molecules and thus all natural ma­
terial forms, animate and Inanimate, are 
built up, and in and beneath all is in de­
gree the Immanent designing wisdom.

Crude materiality, which the ancient 
writer calls the natural, is first in the 
evolutionary development. This is dem­
onstrated by the fossil remains of plant 
and animal life. So for proof we point 
to chapter and verse of nature’s unerr­
ing volume..,

The “natural” refers to the outward 
man and his relations to the outward 
world; the “spiritual” refers to the in­
ner man and his relations to the spirit­
ual world. In all the affairs of life it is 
essential that the outward should first 

.be made safe. The dwelling-place, the 
outward clothing and all outward com­
forts and means for the protection of 
health, and through proper develop­
ment the eradication of hereditary Im­
pediment, to the end of a perfect organ­
ism—all come through evolution In the 
order named, to prepare the way for 
something nobler and higher.

The first concern of the low-down cave­
dweller was the arrangement of his hab­
itation for comfort. His wants were few, 
but such was his nature that the gratifi­
cation of these enlarged his desires for 
something correspondingly better. He 
next clothes himself in skins, simply for 
further protection,which anon he adorns 
to his more exquisite fancy, as his self­
pride is awakened; and so, ever since, 
In tho construction of his dwelling and 
the arrangement of hie attire, these 
higher sentiments have grown and ex­
panded. The extent of that expansion, 
geology, ethnology and the processes of 
evolution have demonstrated; and so we 
need not trace from tho first footprints 
of humanity, each step down the long 
processes of the ages that science has 
made familiar.

Yet we may note the long period of time 
It has taken to develop from those crude 
beginnings tho palatial residences of to­
day, and bring to the outward man bis 
present surroundings, aud how the 
speed ot progress quickens with each 
evolutionary cycle. The reason is, the 
last cycle has all the accumulated past 
to build upon, and progress becomes a 
geometrical progression: and so the 
greatest wonders appear during the last 
cycle. If such wonders have appeared 
during a past lifetime, what mighty 
wonders must be revealed in the next 
coming cycle! All the outward struc­
tures mentioned have undergone a won­
derful change corresponding to the 
truths newly revealed; the outward ap­
pearance of our dwellings and our attire 
not the least.

A few hundred years have brought 
the contrast. The palace of the king of 
four, hundred years ago would hardly 
compare in beauty and utility with the 
dwelling of the mechanic of to-day. 
Four hundred years ago the softest bed 
of the nobleman was a pallet of straw. 11 
is the law that the outward should first 
bo made secure. The exterior of the 
house is first completed, then come the 
interior ornate finish, the exquisite ap­
pointments to please the finer sensibili­
ties bordering on the spiritual. This 
order cannot be reversed without jar­
ring the whole structure and marring 
the beauties within. This is equally 
true of this body of flesh—the temple we 
live in. •

Natural law made it impossible to de­
velop the spiritual man first. He could 
not be entrusted to so precarious a keep­
ing. The spiritual could not at first, 
and cannot now, except with the com­
paratively few who have arrived at the 
spiritual, be presented as a motive to 
cultivate and perfect the material.

An ancient, in the soul-presence of the 
All-pervading, declared: “The earth is 
full of thy riches.” These riches are in 
iheir order all adapted to the wants of 
nan as in his progress from savage life 
he comes to need them to still farther 
ameliorate his condition: these riches 
ire not in vain, and they all will be ap­
plied. and here we arrive at an import­
ant point: Only through the hope of mar 
lerlal gain could these riches be brought 
out and utilized for man’s advancement. 
This may be considered, as treading on 
dangerous ground, where tender feet 
have trod, and, sore and bleeding, are 
yet treading.- But the statement is only 
the unalterable fiat of evolution; ! "

In accordance therewith this hope of 
personal material gain has thus far 
necessarily been the’ mainspring of all 
man's action. Nothing else has raised him 
above the savage. From this motive the 
world has hitherto worked, for It has 
been the strongest motive; in fact, has 
had no other.

The lime for a change of motives
through a change of condition aud en-.

vironment has not yet come, and so the 
mightier new developments and improve­
ments on the old await. When these are 
accomplished, the trumpet of change 
will sound, and it will be the harbinger 
of a millennium. .

But how is it now? The hope of 
worldly gajn. and this alQne, caused the 
first step of tne savage to be taken to­
wards civilization. It has awakeped 
genius in the minds of the few and stim­
ulated to invention by which the hidden 
forces of nature have been harnessed to 
the car of progress to lighten human 
toll and bring to man, in the ultimate, 
the highest comforts of this life and 
make earth a fit dwelling-place for a 
progressive race. But all tliis is to be 
done on a large and mighty scale, for 
which we are barely laying the founda­
tions. ‘

To accomplish these mighty develop­
ments must require immense capital; 
and nothing but material wealth com­
bined, accumulated through this motive 
of gain, can possibly doit. From this 
one source has come the accumulated 
wealth. It is still the motive to action 
and must be until conditions shall 
change the motive. Had the motive at 
the commencement of this accumulation 
been any other, (such as philanthrophy 
and benevolence, looking after the un­
fortunate, the spendthrift and the profli­
gate; had the scale of wages been made 
higher, to. foster greater indulgence; 
hud the ruling motive been to give away 
and distribute means accumulated, the 
money would have been scattered, and 
of these immense manufactories, tele­
graphs, railroads, quick navigation, 
etc., on the present colossal scale, to 
cheapen products and lighten toll, we 
should have never heard; for with the 
past undevelopment of the masses,profli­
gacy and high living and sensuality 
would have scattered tbe world’s mate­
rial means. ,

Through much tribulation economy is 
learned. We may find fault with these 
wealth-accumulators and grieve over 
the sufferings of the poor; it speaks well 
for our human nature, and Is the pre­
cursor of a gradual growth towards high­
er Conditions. Our indignities and our 
sympathies are a part- of us, and act an 
important part in the grand evolution.

But to say that these evils of which 
we complain are wrong to the condi­
tions, and that the conditions are 
wrong, is to assume that the world is 
not built on the right plan and every­
thing should have been made perfect at 
once.

But here we are, face to face with 
evolution, commencing with the lowest 
forms and motives of living beings, with 
the rising steps of eternity over which 
to travel. As well criticise the cave­
dwellers because they did not come up 
to our ideals and adopt our methods, 
though their day was long before these 
methods were discovered.

Wealth has accumulated on a large 
scale for a higher advance of the race, 
that coming generations may enjoy what 
they, what we have not. Who shall 
complain? It is the law in all ordinary 
affairs, and in the world’s progress 
There are some exceptions of extreme 
parsimony and heartlessness, as we 
might expect; but the fair and honest 
accumulators, who keep the wheels of 
industry in motion, are true philanthro­
pists and benefactors of mankind. Such 
is the plan pf progress. The world 
must wait for the accumulated blessings, 
as each cruder age of the past has 
waited for the age succeeding. Only 
the greater blessings are nearer at hand.

For material advancement in a mate­
rial age motives must be outward and 
material. The lower motive will con­
tinue until something higher and better 
shall change it. The- long-continued 
motive of war between the two English­
speaking nations has, by a discovery of 
mutual interests and brotherhood, been 
suddenly changed for one of peace, soon 
to become the ruling motive of all na­
tions. -

Every new discovery in science brings 
us deeper into the occult realm—nearer 
the spirit or soul-world from which all 
force, all intelligence proceeds, and the 
foregleams of the morning of the spirit­
ual day, seen by the few in advance, are 
soon to break in upon the long night of 
the material, with its weeping and wall­
ing, its doubts and its longings.

Knowledge is to take the place of 
faith. Human destiny will be so clear

suit of every act done in this world will 
be seen iu its effects upon the future life 
in accord with its nature-elevating and 
advancing the soul, or depressing and 
retarding its progress—and then man­
kind can find no other motive to action 
but to do good to fellow-man. Then the 
vast industries of the world will not 
cease for want of a motive. The great 
enterprises will continue, for in mutual 
and eternal Interests all will be one: and 
in the highest good of all will be found 
the highest good of each. The interi­
ors of men's" minds, as are recently of 
their bodies, will be laid open to the 
world—

When not a thought is so concealed
But every feature shows it:

And good when evil is revealed 
Stands ready to oppose it.

approaching nearer the psychic world, 
and a flood of light from the spirit-shore 
is soon to burst over this troubled sea of 
humanity, more penetrating than the 
mysterious X rays shining in darkness, 
and in the dissolving views of the gross 
and material; the soul and not the body 
will be seen as the real man.

Then a clear sight into the world of 
spirits will be common. So predicts the 
world's great astronomer. Flainmarion, 
and other leading scientists; and why 
say it cannot be?

Already we photograph the interior 
of things, and the riches' of earth—her 
metals and inines--will soon be laid open 
to the view. We have telephoned 
through her mountains, not by visible 
wire but by the invisible mathematical 
vibrations'of the migh.ty force of the 
universe, and soon by the same force be­
low the disturbing currents man shall 
speak to man through the distant and 
rocky strata unseen. Already mind 
speaks to mind from the objective, sub­
jective and excarnate realms of being 
and for the era when by the light of 
truth the veil between these realms shall 
"be rent in twain,” the world is waiting. 
Who, then, shall say of the vision of the 
modern seer, "It is impossible?”

When the material has done its 
mighty work of physical development, 
and the spiritual shall have been inau­
gurated,then the motives of men will be 
changed: then the truly golden age will 
have come. “First the natural, and 
then the spiritual.”

Dr. E. A. Holbrook.

We want to reach a class of new read­
ers, and in order to do so .we are willing 
to make a great sacrifice.' For 25 cents 
we will send them The-Progressive 
Thinker for.three months and the En-’ 
cyclopaedia of Death, and. Life in the 
Spirit-World, in paper: cover, a book 
containing four hundred pages, printed 
in fine style. This offer holds good only 
during the month of April.

HF" Any one of our present subscrib­
ers, who will send u* a new three 
months' subscriber with his own tub- 
sorlption (extending it not less than six 
months!, can -each have a copy of the 
book, '

As a general thing, personal experi­
ences are not particularly interesting to 
those who are searching the papers for 
something to enlighten the understand­
ing on the subject of Spiritualism, but 
having recently had an experience with 
Pierre L. O. A. Keeler, in connection 
with independent slate-writing, which 
irfof inestimable value to me, I desire to 
lace it before the readers of your widely- 
circulated paper,not as an advertisement 
for Mr. Keeler (he needs no tribute from 
my pen), but this communication will 
answer the question that has been put 
to me scores of times since I came to 
Boston, by letter and otherwise: “What 
do you know personally of Mr. Keeler’s 
mediumship as an independent slate­
writer?”

I have always been willing to take the 
consensus of the multitude who have 
seen and tested Mr. Keeler for them­
selves, but nothing can make so much of 
an impression, or touch us so tenderly, 
no matter how convincing the manifes­
tation may be, as when something comes 
directly to ourselves.

There may be nothing In the commun­
ications that I design to incorporate 
into this article'that may seem of spe­
cial interest to-the reader, but I am 
anxious to give the facts in connection 
with the sitting I had with Mr, Keeler 
at tho time the messages were obtained, 
l am interested on behalf of those who 
are disheartened and losing faith in 
Spiritualism, in consequence of recent 
exposures among those who have proven 
themselves unworthy the game or Spir­
itualist. -

I made two calls on Mr, Keeler. 
Knowing he always requested parties 
sitting with him to write the names of 
departed friends on separate slips of 
paper, I prepared mine before I left my 
room. I placed them closely folded on 
the table in a way that, had tlie medium 
been so disposed, he could not possibly 
have read the writing. After sitting a 
few moments, the medium took a pencil 
from the table and wrote the name of 
Ollie A. Blodgett. I would say, in . the 
several years of correspondence with 
this dear arisen sister, she never signed 
her name in any other way in her let­
ters to me. As soon as he had written 
the name he said to me: “Did you write 
to this party?” I answered in the af­
firmative; Mrs. Blodgett was not only a 
dear friend of mine, but had been the 
most successful medium I had ever met 
in voicing the messages of my spirit 
friends, and I was firm in the belief that 
she would communicate with me on that 
occasion if possible. '

Immediately on receiving the name of 
Mrs. Blofigett, Mr. Keeler asked me to 
wrap my handkerchief around two 
slates; he simply tied the knot, as I 
could not well do it with gloves on. I 
held the slates while he tied the 'hand­
kerchief; in a second of time the writing 
commenced; the medium held two cor­
ners of the slates lightly, I held the oth­
ers. On opening the slates the follow­
ing was written:

“Dear Mattie:—Your father, Henry 
E. Browne, is here, but unable to write 
at this time. Come another day; we 
will try to give you all you desire."

The signature, “O. B.,” was faintly 
written, but legible. I would say I did 
not write my father's full name; I wrote 
H. E. Browne. Of course I was disap­
pointed, but the little message contained 
much for me. Mrs. Blodgett had given 
me scores of messages in slate-writing 
from the dear one she named in the mes­
sage. She knew my father’s full name, 
and I knew Mr. Keeler, had no knowl­
edge of the loved ones who went to spir­
it-life years since. Supposing he had 
known them all, and everything con­
nected with them, that would have made 
no difference—he did not execute the 
writing. All such failures (as he called 
the sitting) are to me evidences of the 
genuineness of mediumship, for if Mr. 
Keeler has some way of doing the work 
himself—filling dozens of slates as he 
does some days, how was it that he 
failed to do so on that particular occa­
sion?

I made another appointment, and it is 
of the results of that sitting that I desire 
lo write. I was in Mr. Keeler's room 
less than forty minutes and obtained 
four slates full, two of the slates contain­
ing several messages. Mr. Keeler did 
not manipulate the slates at all. The 
papers containing the names were un­
der my hand a portion of the time on 
the table, and from first to last near the 
edge of the table on the side where I was 
sitting. He gave me the initials of sev­
eral parties whose names I had written, 
and he requested that I put the papers 
containing such names under the hand­
kerchief: as quickly as this was done 
the writing commenced.

On opening the slates I found a mes­
sage from my father, written in his pe­
culiar style: his signature was a perfect 
fac-simile of his writing, and under it 
was the characteristic line he nearly 
always put under his autograph.

On the other slate was a message from 
my mother (the whole name was writ­
ten), and after returning to my room, 
Mr. Hull and myself compared the auto­
graph of my mother with one we have 
in an album, and the writing is so much 
alike, that one would naturally conclude 
one person wrote them botb.

My father’s message'reads:
“My Dear Daughter:—Well, if I could 

have known during my mortal days all I 
know now, I might have very easily re­
signed myself to the fate which nature 
hah condemned us all to—the change 
called death. I have found that no one 
has anything to fear in their approach 
to this ‘after’ life. I have learned 
most effectually that men make creeds 
and creeds do not make men. I am in a 
peaceful abode, but a natural one. I 
know of the vexations and trials to 
which life is subject in its primary 
sphere Life here goes on in agreeable 
activity, which alone can make life 
worth the living. Devoted father,

“H. E. Browne.”
The following is my mother’s mes­

sage: "
“With all the deep and tender inter­

est, dear, I felt in you during vour early 
days, do I come now to you. ihe mortal 
bugbear, death, snatched me out from 
the mortal and from those who love me. 
While it deprived those who had needed 
me of my material presence, it did not 
put me out of existence, or actually sep­
arate us. I praise God from whom all 
blessings flow, that you have been en­
abled to realize that the death of the 
body is not the end of existence. Think 
of me as I was in the fullness of life and 
health, never as a dead woman, for I 
live and feel in. a measure I guide, 
guard and help each of you. Your' 
father is with me. Lovingly,

“Mary E. Browne.”
I cannot refrain from reproducing a 

portion of Mrs. Blodgett’s message in 
this. . I desire to state that .Mrs. Blod­
gett nursed me through a serious illness 
when we were residents of Iowa. By 
the solicitation of her spirit band, on 
one occasion when it seemed the sands 
of life were ebbing rapidly, I went to 
her home and was under her treatment 
a number of weeks. Even after I recov­
ered, she frequently said, “and yet I 
think you will go to the spirit realm 
first.” I mention this because there is 
one expression in the message that

seems to identify t^, spirit,! if there 
were nothing more, .

Here Is the message:
"Dear Mattie:—To think after all the 

little experiences which made us dear 
to each other, that .L hud to go. One 
would had no doubt but that you would 
have gone first, and often had I thought 
of the peace and reward awaiting you in 
the realm of spirit,1 little knowing I 
would first wear the crown of spirit-life. 
Dear Mattie Hull, if J can aid you in any 
way, command me. . I beg of you to tell 
any of my dear ones, (eft behind, to re­
ceive my love as a crystallization of or­
ganized life. With Joving memories,

“Ollie A. Blodgett.”
The other messages were of a some­

what personal nature, and I will not in­
clude them in this.

If this communication falls under the 
eyes of one who is doubting the continu­
ity of life, I desire that he study the 
matter candidly in his mind as to the 
manner in which these messages were 
given, and endeavor to form, if possible, 
any other hypothesis than I claim for 
them.

It will not do to say it is mind-read­
ing, for I did not know on which papers 
the names represented in the messages 
were written. In fact, two names were 
overlooked in my pocket-book when I 
put the names on the table and one of 
the names appeared on the slate. Names 
were given in writing that I did not 
write and yet they were all names of 
persons in whom Mr. Hull and I have an 
interest.

In closing, I have only this to say: If 
we have received one fact absolutely 
proving spirit communion, and we never 
get another, the philosophy is estab­
lished. One fact never antagonizes an­
other fact; if we think we have a fact 
to-day that contradicts the one we re­
ceived yesterday, giving us beyond the 
possibility of a doubt the knowledge of 
spirit return, then there must be some­
thing wrong somewhere; probably we 
lack the wisdom in the interpretation 
and classification of facts.

Dear reader, if you never get another 
test or message from your friends in 
spirit-life, If every person whom you 
visit, through whom you wish to get 
such blessings, proves an Impostor, all 
this does not obliterate the experience 
received under more favorable condi­
tions; if but for once you have seen, 
heard and felt the invisible, then the 
fact of spirit return is established, and 
Spiritualism is true. •

Mattie E. Hull. x

Can Spiritualism Spiritual 
ize?”

’Sjhi 
^

A Philanthropic Work!
Everyone should engage in It to some 

extent, at least. We desire to reach 
thousands of new readers and have them 
become accustomed to the weekly visits 
of The Progressive Thinker. In or­
der to interest them we offer an unpar­
alleled inducement. Each new sub­
scriber who sends us 25 cents will get 
The Progressive Thinker for three 
months, and The Encyclopedia of 
Death, and Life in the Spirit-World, in 
paper cover, a book that is elegantly 
printed and contains 400 pages. The 
information they get from the book will 
prove Invaluable. This offer holds good 
only through April.

®"Any one of our present subscrib­
ers, who will Send us a new three 
months’ subscriber with his own sub-

Passed to the higher life from_ 
home at Onset Bay, Mass., very sud­
denly, while quietly sitting in his easy 
chair, in his 82d year, Harvey Lyman, 
one of the first Spiritualists in the coun­
try. Mr. Lyman passed the greater 
part of his life In Springfield, Mass., and 
his house was home to all lecturers and

jyman.”
Previous to his departure from Spring­

field he built and gave the use of Lib­
erty Hall to the Spiritualists; but, ow­
ing to the financial panic of 1873, he hav­
ing large real estate interests at the

GBAND TEMPLE OF THE MAGI, 

1010 Washington Boulevard, 
Chicago*

THOMAS PAINE'S 
Examination of the Prophecle^S 

▲ consideration of the passage# in the New

HOW TO MESMERIZE?’!
By Prof. J. W. Cadwell, one of the most successful 

mesmerists in America. Ancient and modern mlra* ^® 
clcs explained by mesmerism. An Invaluable
Price, paper, 50 renu. , “4b

BEYOND THE OATES. 1

SPECIAL NOTICE.
Hereafter, until further notice, this 

Temple will hold all regular convoca- j 
tions, on Sundays, in the degree corres­
ponding to the number of the Sunday in 
the month: First Sunday, first degrees 
second Sunday, second degree; third' 
Sunday, third degree: fourth Sunday, 
fourth degree; fifth Sunday, fifth de 
gree.

• Olney H. Richmond, 
G. M. Jurisdiction of the U. S.

^B^BlUkbeth fiu art Phelps. A highly Wt#talLlaf ?^ 

Why She Became a Spiritualist?® 
' Twelve lectures. By Abby A. Judson, this book-^1 

should be read by every Spiritualist. Price iLOOr*-^ 
postage 10 cents.

' LIFEj A NOVEL.
Pricft“m{^ th0“Bht' “’H.hucln.UngES

HELEN HARLOW’S VOW: Si
Or Self-Justice.

By Lola Watubrooker. Many have read thia book -V. 
“““X hu? r*rea<l a and many others out to read '” 
.Vi1011!? read,bX .OVI man “nd woman In the - land. It shows the falsities rampant In society ' 

matters ot moral aud social Import, and the wrongs 
that flow therefrom to lunoceut victims of social ' 
ostracism. It contains a flue likeness ot the author. >s 
I Ine clotb, 280 pages. Price ,1.00 “ ,

THE SOUL,
Its Nature, Relations and Expression In Human Em­
bodiments. Given through Mrs. Cora L. V. Rich­
mond, by her Guides. A book that every ono who is 
interested In re-Incarnation should read. Price #1.00.

THE SPIRITUAL ALPS’
AND HOW WE ASCEND THEM.

Ora few thought, on bow to reach that altitude 
?“ie'2 ®plrlt la (supreme anti all things are iubject to 
It. With portrait. By Moens Hull. Juit the book 
to teach you that you are a spiritual being, and to

T®” U®V t0. «?“«•<« yv«r spiritual faculties. Price,bound In clotb, 40 centa; in paper cover. 
cents For sale at ibis office.

POEMS.

THE RIGHTS OF M/N.
By Thoma. Paine. Parts I and 11, Being an 

•newer to Mr. Burke'e attack upon . the French 
fttb W1™' F0,t 8,°” 8,9 P“B®8’ F’b^D 81) ceuta;

OF JOHN BROWN,
1 TK® r!v!!lllm,^o, m8. K°CM«. with Introduction hy 
J. B. Loveland. This is tbe history of one nt the 
I?0!t WOi?du,ul mediums that ever lived, in large S® o^l HULL- Pr,ce’ “ cenu- *«r “**

The Development of the Spirit 
After Transition. By the late M. Faraday. Tbe orb 
kin of religions, and tbelr Influence upon tbe mental 
development of the human race. Transcribed at the 
request of a band of ancient philosophers. Price 10 cents.

LIFE IN TWO SPHERES. ■ i * 
„HaV0 t?? Rroml“A yourself-iho rare pleasute ' rc“^ln8 beautiful work by tbo good, old-time ’ writer, Hudson Tuttle? Price, 50 cent® coutalus ! ' 
Uno portrait of tbe author. For sale at this office. * ' I

The Devil and the Adventists. i

THE DEAD MAN’S MESSAGE^ i 
..^%“cew“arr>'?,t:.^,l”>r of “A Scarlet Sin," N 
N^^t^^ Dead’” "Thera “ ''A| 

RIGHT LIVING^ "
By Susan H. Wlioa. This book slyea an admlrabli 

course of study la ethics, and supplies a'long-felt want caI}crtS00k e^P^^ny adapted to tbe com* 
R of cKIldreu. M well aa Older persons whom 

u.? w‘BelX and appropriately designed to Intereat while teaching them valuable ethical lessons. It 
u 10 80 nd P??0'? ln ^um*: and tn faq. ines n 18 an excellent book and-should be widely 

circulated. Price #1. For sale at this office.

A SEX REVOlUTIONT
BY LOIS WAISBROOKER,

Author of “Helen Harlow’s Vow,” “The Oceull 
Forces of Sex," “Perfect Motherhood,” and many 
ether works. Price a cents. For sale at this office,

To THE EDlTORi-^ThS' two spiritual 
societies here which" sti*l hold Sunday 
meetings at their rdfi’pebtive halls are 
prospering on their flheffi of sectarian­
ism, ahd with the tafbnf’bf Prof. Love­
land, Rev. Mr. TayWr. 'Bro. Mills and 
myself, the spiritual Waters are stirred, 
and a moral and Intellectual growth Is 
manifest, and from some the soul cry 
goes up for higher and -loftier attain­
ments in the divine art of.ethical knowl­
edge and a more fraterhar brotherhood.

There is a growing conviction in the 
minds of some mor^ spiritual-minded 
people that unity of feeling can alone 
exalt and feed the spiritual faculties, 
while the spirit of partisanship and bit­
terness retards the mental faculties and 
necessarily cripples and dwarfs the 
higher nature. This higher conception 
of Spiritualism which the new thought 
is ushering in will dissipate the narrow 
prejudices of personal rights and wrongs, 
and selfishness will fly to the dark re­
gions where bate and owls only congre­
gate. "

The question that Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps published , to the world in the 
Inter Ocean and other dailies some time 
ago—“Can Spiritualism spiritualize?” is 
a significant one and brings us to the 
moral responsibility we owe to a cause 
that is awaitingan interest in the minds 
of the most advanced thinkers and sci­
entists, and is already being accepted 
by the intellectual Christian clergy­
man.

The soul-stirring cry of the thinker to­
day is how to rear a better standard of 
right and justice for the world, and how 
humanity may be fed and clothed and 
§ reserve the rights of citizenship. The 
esire for spiritual knowledge becomes 

a passion with high-born natures, and 
the outlook for a religion based on ethi­
cal principles, born in the needs of hu­
man wantsand governed by natural law, 
now enters largely into the requirements 
of this new school of nqn-sectarianism, 
and must yet triumph over tbe old tra­
ditional beliefs and dogmas of the past.

The wonderful progress of the race 
during the present century, due largely 
to the spiritual impulsion of psychic en­
ergy and man’s- conception to reason 
from cause to effect, has opened new 
vistas of thought far-reaching and all­
embracing beyond the old-time limita­
tions of cold, dogmatic assertions. The 
conflict so deeply stirring the religious 
world is the result of psychic facts— 
facts which appeal directly to man's 
conscious existence hereapd hereafter— 
and can no longer be dismissed with 
wholesale denunciations and sneers. 
That these facts are entering into the 
new theology of the Christianity of to­
day and sweeping back the old beliefs, 
replacing the new in the place of the 
old, can no longer be ignored by those 
who have risen to the heights of this glo­
rious dawn of God’s new era. It is not so 
much a question of the truth of Spirit­
ualism, to-day, as whether Spiritualists 
will spiritualize the tnnthp entrusted to 
their care, or whether they will not be 
absorbed in the advancipg.pide of eccle­
siastical conservatism (known as Unita- 
rlanism. 7

We are arranging to celebrate the 
Forty-eighth Anniversary, of Spiritual­
ism and hope to uhitq. our forces 
as one in brotherly, jjoyp and good 
fellowship, hoping tn^ spirit of fra­
ternal good-will may, cement every 
broken link in this chajp, $tunity of love 
unbroken in the cause of tyjman growth 
and progress. Bishop A. Beals.

Summerland, Cal. t[j-/n ■ 
-- -——4“—i-----

time, its use for meetings was abandoned 
for a time. He was one of the principal 
organizers of the New England Spirit­
ualists’ Camp-meeting Association, 
which holds its meetings at Lake Pleas­
ant, and did much in building up that 
place. His declining years were spent 
at Saratoga and Onset Bay.

Rev. Moses Hull and Mrs. Hattie C. 
Mason, of Boston, officiated at his fu­
neral, Wednesday, March 18, and the 
following day the remains were deposit­
ed in the receiving tomb of Oak drove 
Cemetery, Springfield, Mass.

A singular circumstance in relation to 
Harvey Lyman’s death was that thirty 
years ago he bought a chair, saying at 
the time: “I shall die in that chair;” 
and he did.

The above slight tribute to his worth 
and worthiness is from his nephew.

Springfield, Mass. M. W. Lyman.

Passed to Spirit-llte, at Buffalo, N. Y., 
March 18, 1896, Evaline H. Davis, 
daughter of the late Horace Wilcox, 
aged 35 years.

Mrs. Davis came of a family of Spirit­
ualists of many years standing. She 
leaves a husband and three little daugh­
ters, the youngest five days old. The 
remains were cremated and the dust re­
turned to mother earth. Her request 
was that there should be no mourning. 
Lovely flowers covered her in profusion. 
The services were held at tne crema­
tory, our good sister, Mrs. A. M. Glad- 
ing, of Doylestown, Pa., being present. 
The friends listened while she paid a 
touching and tender tribute to her mem-

Mrs. H. C. Lay passed to Spirit-life at 
Bellevue, Iowa, March 11. She was 
born at Binghampton, N. Y., March 17, 

'1834, her late residence being Chicago, 
Ill. '

Two weeks before her transition, at 
her request, she was taken to the home 
of her niece, Mrs. Wm. Spicer, Belle­
vue, Iowa, knowing the end was near, 
and wishing to be near relatives. She 
was accompanied by her daughter, Mrs. 
Jos. W. Hall, of Leadville, Col., and Dr. 
W. F. Lay, of Chicago, the latter re­
maining with her until tne end, granting 
every wish and doing all loving hands 
could do. .

The funeral services were carried out 
according to her belief, no emblems of 
mourning being visible. A beautiful 
bouquet of flowers, tied with awhile rib­
bon, hung on the door, and flowers shed 
their fragrance In the rooms.

Mrs. J. M. Harvey, of Maquoketa, 
Iowa, conducted the services from the 
residence of Mrs. Dr. J. P. Roach, on 
March 14th. The large parlors were 
crowded to overflowing, it being the 
first funeral of the kind ever held at 
Bellevue. The remarks and whole serv­
ice by Mrs. Harvey were beautiful and 
impressive and left a good impression 
with the people here concerning our 
beautiful philosophy.

Four children survive her: Geo. W. 
Lay, of Grand Junction, Col ; Mrs. Jos. 
W. Hall and Ella A. Lay, of Leadville, 
Col., aud Dr. W. F. Lay, of Chicago, 
Ill., with whom she lived.
■ She was true to the convictions of her 
belief, being at all times ready to battle 
for the cause of humanity, passing out

Whqn we commenced; the publication 
of The Progressive ThINker there 
was not a single dollar Spiritualist pa­
per. For this new era Spiritualists are 
indebted to us. We now place The En­
cyclopaedia of Death, and Life iu the 
Spirit World within the reach of all. 
We desire to reach new readers, and' 
hence extend our usefulness. There are 
thousands of Spiritualists who do not 
read any Spiritualist paper. We want 
to reach them. If each one will send us 
25 cents The Progressive Thinker 
will be sent to him for three months, 
and also The Encyclopaedia of Death, 
and Life in the Spirit World in paper 
cover—a book of' 400 pages.' This offer 
holds good only during the month of 
April. ■

®*Any one of our present subscrib­
ers who will send us a new three-months’ 
subscriber with his own subscription 
(extending it not less than six months) 
can each have a copy of the book. - .'

Lord & Thomas have just issued their 
■annual directory for 1896, which is, if it 
were possible, handsomer and more 
complete than ever. It contains a com­
plete list of newspapers, magazines and 
periodicals of the United States and 
Canada, giving the character of the 
publication, its circulation and the pop­
ulation of the city In which each is pub­
lished. '

. The book is a pocket volume, hand­
somely bound and printed on finest stock 
and is an invaluable guide to advertis­
ers, as the name of Lord & Thomas, the 
oldest reliable advertising agency, is a 
guarantee for the information contained 
therein.

Melville D. Landen (Eli Perkins) pres­
ident of theJNew York News Associa­
tion, says of it: “Your multum in parvo 

'newspaper- directory, -weighing five 
ounce's, has all the information of the. 
big two-pound directories; . It is aboon 

■ to advertisers, newspaper and business 
men; so light, sp; plain, so simple, so 
complete and id handy.” • Lord & 
Thomas may be addressed for the yol- 
ump. 45-49 Randolph street, Chicago, 
Illinois. . • L ■

Satf-Contradictions of the Bible. 
m?n! hundred and forty-four proposlt.ons, theological, 
moral, historical and speculative; each proved affirm- ^.and neKatlvely by quotations trom Scripture, 
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Fifty Years in the Church of Rome 
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book. Pages, 832. Price *2.25.
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Selections from the contents of that

Views of Our Heavenly Home.
Aadrew Jackson Davis. A highly tntereailno work. Price 75 centa. Postage 5 centfc ““reBUn*

NEW THOUGHT.
speakers and mediums. The matter all original and
PJe’.'1?Iu,'‘“•tractiveform the highest phase oi 
the Spiritual Philosophy. By Mesas Uulu Price 
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Volume II. 884 pages, beautifully printed and 
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hound, ,a cents. By Monas hull. For sale at thl, ■

Out of the Depths Into the Light. 
g.By 8^!lel. Bowles; Mrs. Carrie E. 8. Twin? me. 
dluin. This little book will be read with intense in* 
tereat by thousands. Price 25 cents. .
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IT IS INTERESTING.
T IFE AND LABOR IN THE SPIRIT- 

/-/World: Being a description of Localities. Employ* 
menu. Surroundings, and Conditions in the Spheres. ' 
By members of the Spirit-Band of Miss M. T. Shelba- 
mer, medium of tbe Banner of Light Public Free Cir* 
cie. Cloth #1.00. Postage M cenu. For sale at this office. * ’ .

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE.
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BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS, orepiniTC^iS™^
AND THE WONDROUS POWER This work contains an account of tbe very wonder* 
/a which helped or made them perform mighty J?.1 spiritual developments at tbe bouse of Rev. Dr, 
works and utter Inspired words, together with some "belpa, Stratford. Coun . and similar cases tn al] 
Personal Tralu and Characteristics of Prophets, Apos* Py^ of the country. Thin volume is tbe first fror 
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by Allin Putnam. Price 76 cents. For sale at UJI ®?d ba* ’tood the test of many years. Cloth, #1.21 
office- - Postage 10 ccntir For sale at ibis office. ,

THE QUARANTINE RAISED?I~^E SPIRITUAL BIRTH, '
En^’B^Mri^ »*F» 9,R DEA™ AND ,TS ^-MORROW. ‘ 
at this office. « sale 1 ho Spiritual Idea of Death, Heaven and Holl. By

---- —-------- ------- -—-  -------- — Moses Hull. This pamphlet besides giving tbo Splr*
THF HISTORIHAI ICQIie tualletlc interpretation of many things In the Bible- 1 niw I wrvIMMI— Interpretations never before given, explains tbe
And .Mythical Christ. By Gerald Massey, iso Ravens and hells believed In by Spiritualists. Price, 12mo. Price 60 cents. y pages, ;u cents. For sale at this office. *

CHURCH AND STATE The Region of Spiritualism,
The Bible In ihe Public School.; the New “Amec. J? 1'hen"™l”"‘ and FMIoeophy. By Kev. Samuel 

lean" Parly. By "Jofferwn ” Third edition Thu WnU0J Thl. work wm written bv a modern Savior, beautiful pimphletofa p^i lS™e rau.t .grand and noble man. Price,bud. ' .
pre.ent.tlou of the Church .nd State que.tlon that _---------------------------- -
Sas appeared. Price 10 cents. Q _ SPIRITUAL SONGSTER.

THE VOICES By M.ttib E. 111'LL. Thirty-eight of Mr.. Hull1,n \ sweeteulsongs, adapted to popular music, for the
By Warren Sumner Barlow. Thc Voices contain of congregations, circles and families, brtce =

poems of remarkable beauty and force. They are or #6 per hundred. For sale at this office * 1most excellent Price <1.00. __________________________ ’•

Psychopathy, or Spirit Healing. „ OBSESSION. :
Asanas of lesson, on the relations of the spirit t, P aT PHcXc™^ By M. Faraday.

U own organism, and tbe Inter relation of J t an '
beluga with reference lo health, disease and heating 
By the spirit of Dr. Benjamin Hush, through the me- 
dlumsbtp of Mrv. Cora L. V. Richmond. A bonk that 
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Real Life in the Spirit-Land.
Given Inspirationally by Mr#. Marla M. King. You 

win not become weary while reading this excelled 
book. Prlco»75 centa.

Memorial Oration by Col. Ingersoll THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.
On Roicoe Conkling. Delivered before the New 771.™;:.;
York Lcgl.lature, May 8,1888. Price, 4 centa. | A splendid 
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facta so succinctly stated In this valuable record. It 
shows thc methods used hy the Romish Church to ox* 
terminate those who reject Its beliefs and dafmi. 
For ra\ at tilts ofllce Price ?-, c.-rif

What h to be Its final outcome? By an Old Farmer, 
orthodoxeye^opener. Price 15 centa

By Little Doten. These poems are as staple 
sugar. Price 11.00.

THE GODS.
wMkweg'bttt^^ 40 «l

PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS.
Common Some, Tbe Crisis, Right. of’Man etc

Illustrated edition. Post 8ro„ 6So pages. Cloth 00- 
postage. 20 centa. ’ ’ ’

PULPIT, PEW AND CRADLE.
By Helen H. Gardener. One of her brightest, wit- 

tieat and strongest lectures against the Blhle, Ererv 
woman should read It and know her friends and en- mles. Price 10 cents.

HISTORY OF ATHARAEL
T IFE IN TNE STONE AGE. TUB 

JL^ history of Atharael. Chief Priest of a Band of Ab 
Aryans. This pamphlet, containing81pages, was will 
ten through the mediumship of O. G. Flgley, and Is 
tensely interesting. Trice 80 cotta. For sale at thl 
tf3oe.

Children's Progressive Lyceum.
A manual, with directions for tbe organization and management of Sunday schools. By Andrew Jacks™ 

Davie, Something Indispensable. Price 50 cents.

Who Was the Hebrew Jehovah?
An argument on tbe origin and character of the 

Jewish God. ByMosKB Hulu PHoe, 5 cents. For 
•ale at this office.

Echoes From the World of Song"
A collection oi new and beautiful songs, with 

mnslc and chorus, In book form. By C. P Longley 
Price 11.25. Postage [5 cents. K

The Religion of Humanity;
A Philosophy of Life. By J. Leon Benwell. A 

beautiful paper-bound pamphlet, with likeness of 
author. A most valuable publication to circulate 
among Christian people. Prlco 15 cents. ,

ANGEL WHISPERINGS’
For the Searcher After Truth.

BF RATTIE J. RAY.
All. who love genuine poetry, of excellent moral 

and spiritual quality, should read this book. This 
work is handsomely bound and la clearly printed on 
good paper. For sale at this office. Price |L

The Other World and This.
A Compendium (If Spiritual Laws.

No. 1, New White Cross 
Literature.

HEALTH AND POWER.
A handbook of Cure and Human Upbuilding by the 

aid of now, refined and powerful methods of nature. 
By K. D. BahbitL M D., author of "Principles of 
Light and Color.” "Philosophy of Core," etc. Price, 
clotb, 25 centa; Leather. 35 cents. ,

Ingersoll’s Great Address
On Thomas Paine, at the late Paine celebration Id 
New York City. Price, 6 cenu; ten copiesfor60cent*. 
~what"would follow~~

Tbe Effacement of Christianity? By George Jacob 
Holyoake. This Ie a most valuable contribution u 
Freethought literature. Bound In paper with good 
likeness of author. Price, 10 ccnU; twelve coplea 
for #1.00. "

~ALLASOUTDEVI LS?^
Or, an Inoulry as to whether Modern Spiritualism 

end other Great Reforms come from Hh Satanic
Majesty and His Subordinates in tbe Kingdom ol 
Darkness. 60pages. By Mutas Hull. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office.

PGEMS OF PROGRESS?
By Lizzie Doten. They nre really valuable.

Price 11.00.

AN INTERESTING BOOK.
Tbe Candle From Under tbe Bushel: or Thirteen 

Hundred and Six Questions to the Clergy. By Wm. 
Hart. Price »enu. '
~ THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS ' 
Not Adapted to Modern Civilization, with tbe Tfai 
Character of Msry Magdalene, By Geo. w. Brown 
M. D. Price, 15 cent#. .

THOMAS PAINE. “
Was He Junius? 7

By Wm. Henry Burr. Price 15 cents. .

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS.-

TN THIS VOLUME THE AUTHOR, 
1 Augusta W. Fletcher, M. D-, in tbe thirty-nine 
chapters discusses a wide variety of subjects per­
taining to.Spiritualism, from a spiritualistic stands 
point. Sbe evinces tbe powers of a trained thinker, 
botb lu matter of thought and flue literary style, and - - - -
capacity of thought expression. The subjects are! Gathered from the Highways, By-ways end Hedges 

■wlthconcl8encM and yet with clearness.1 of Life. By Mama B. Hull. This Is a mifrvclously 
^^ * Vch ^?d l,2n ^ “^ Spiritualist’s neat book of selections from Mrs. Hulls best poems, 

। f?.r *fty ®®b ■Bek- sermons and essays, and contains a splendid portrait
ng Information concerning Bpirluallsm and lu teach- of tbe author, also a portrait of Moses Hull " * 

\ - aaatlw hound In EnoHab cloth. SI. Fer m
For sale at this ofice? Price, $1.80,

of tbe author, alto a portrait of Hopes Hull. * Price ‘ 
neatly bound lo English clotb, II. Fer Rale at th I
office.
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Oiijliro; Methods of Fakirs
and Impostors Exposed
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IN THE REALM OF MAGICS

BY ERNEST S. GREEN,
careful investigation has con-A
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superior to the talking donkey that 
laam rode.

Information Wanted.
A lady patron who was reared in

Flower Seeds' Free to Everybody.

Impressive Wards from ^Lyman C. 
Howe.

. An Unparalleled Offer.

Sunday in the British Parliament.

Poverty is the test of civility and the 
touchstone of friendship.—Hazlitt.

Correctly (Expressed.

_____ n, .y. , _________

A Hopeful Sign.

The Forty-Eighth Anniversary.
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0k# ^MF BMunUy at No. 40 Lown!# SUeeC ^

LJ&.' Vraadi, Editor and Publisher.

•t Chicago Pottoffice at Sdclats matter

Terms of Subscription.
\' t«« Fbos#k**ivx Thinker will bo furntaUed unto 
^tarUwr notice, at tbo follow ins terms, Availably la 
£K#y##r «._-.__--. - 11.00 

a ton (a copy to Che one getting up 
the club) ------

rfUrtpcn wok# ------ Beta 
:W««py - - . - - W - Ceti

. BXMiTTAXCM.
* 'Bemttby roitoffice Money Order, Registered Letter. 

■ Wdrift on Chicago or Rew York. )t cotta tram 10 
to IS cent# to get draft# cashed i d local I auks, eo don’t 

; pend them unite# you wish tbaUinouacdeducted from 
the amount tent. Direct all letters to J. B. Fr#ncb‘ 

J Ku. 40 Loomis Bl.. Chicano. III.
GLUJBSt IMPORTANT SUGGESTION!

A Xitbare are thousands who will at first vencuir 
only twenty-five cents fur The Fxogbeshvs Think ku 
thirteen weeks, we would suggest to (hose who receive 
i sample copy, to solicit several others to unite with 
them, and thus be able to remit from >1 to #10, or even 
more than the latter sum. A large number of little 
amount# will make • large sum total, and thus extend 
the field of onrUbor and usefuliir,^ The same tug* 
6(111011 will apply lu #11 caret of renewal of aubscrlp 

ona—solicit others to aid in the good work. You will 
experience no difficulty whatever iu inducing Spiritu­
alist# to subscribe for Tax PaooBMBtVB Thinkir, 
for not one of them can afford to be without tbe valua­
ble Information Imparted therein each week, and at 
tbe price of only about two cents per week.

I A Bountiful Harvest for 25Cent»
Do you want a more bountiful Uarveit (ban we । M 

five you for 25 centa? Just pauae and think for a no­
meat what an intellectual feast that small Investment 
will furnish you. The subscription price of Tub Pro- gbimivk Tnixttu thriven weeks i* only twenty live 
centa! For that amount you obtain one hundred aud 
four pages of solid, substantial, soul-elevating and 
mlDd refraBhlng reading mutter, equivalent to# medb 
UTO-sized book! ______ ______

Take Notice. „
O" At expiration of subscription. If not renewed,’ 

the paper la discontinued. No Will will be sent for ex­
tra number a.
jar if you do not receive your paper promptly, 

write to ua, and errors in address will be promptly 
corrected, and miming numbers supplied gratia.

BT* Whenever you desire tbe address of your paper 
changed, always give the address of tbo place to which 
it le then amt. nr the choree cannot he made.

Justly Rebuked.
Heaven knows, if it has knowledge on 

any subject pertaining to human affairs, 
that The Progressive Thinker has 
no desire to meddle with politics, or to 
approve or condemn the doings of parti­
san leaders or government officials in 
the discharge of tbeir duties. It owns 
to a feeling of sorrow when the Presi­
dent of the United States left his high 
position', and presided at a late Pres­
byterian convention, and was still more 
greatly mortified that be should so far 
forget his duty to all the people of tbe 
nation as to encourage by speech in that 
convention tho efforts of churchmen to 
extend their labors to the New West 
to subsidize, it in tho interests of sectari­
anism. For these reasons we are sure 
our renders will be pleased to read tbe 
lato remarks ot Senator Vest, of Mis­
souri, in tbo Senate, in wbieh be very 
lightly arraigned tbo head of his own 
party for foolishly offending in this di­
rection. Senator Vest said:

Tbe President of the United States 
lately, on a missionary occasion—| laugh­
ter]—spoke of the West as a land of im­
morality and crime. He stood with the 
ghastly light of the hell-holes of the 
rumsollers of New York blazing upon 
him and cantingly said homo mis­
sions must be used to civilize and Chris­
tianize tho men who have left their 
homes in tbe civilized East and gone out 
among tho mountains and valleys of that 
wild and wooloy West. [Laughter.]

Our President stood with Dr. Tal­
mage on ono side and Rev. Sheldon 
Jackson on the other, and gave a new 
version of tho blessed old missionary 
hymn which we have beard so often in 
our childhood:

From Montana’s sinful mountains, 
From Utah’s wicked plains,

They call us to deliver
Our land from error's chains.

Mr. President, it is a slander upon tbo 
men who, with rifle in one hand and an 
ax in the other, have gone out and 
blazed the pathway of civilization in 
those Western wilds.
l I am'a Western man; I went to Missou­
ri when it was frontier, in eight of the 
Indian and buffalo. 1 have lived with 
those people nearly fifty years, and I say 
to our President now that if he will in­
terrupt hunting ducks in North Caroli­
na and silver Democrats in Kentucky 
loqg enough to como out West, we will 
show him a God-fearing, self-respecting, 
law-abiding people; we will show him 
churches in which is real and unaffected 
piety. Our church spires may not reach 
so near to heaven as those ol the East, 
and dur church organs may not have 
the mellifluous tonesof those in tho East, 
but our people are worthy of the respect 
of any administration,

Just Frightful.
Rev. Dr.Rusk, of the Church Militant, 

has dared to speak pleasantly and no 
doubt truthfully of tbo Mormons. A 
preacher in a Christian pulpit, guilty of 
such a’ marked departure from the meth­
ods of his craft, must needs be a heretic. 
He had the audacity to say of that peo­
ple:

“Theirs is tbo only religion which 
compels every man to own bisown homo. 
Their religion teaches that no man has 
a right to own one more acre of land 
than lie can use,a great lesson of unsclf- 
isbnoss. They found a desert and made 
it a paradise.....................The Mormons
are not allowed to fence in a prairie, nor 
are they rewarded for keeping land idle 
by having taxes reduced. It is a part 
of their religion to make the waste 
places blossom, and turn idle lands over 
to tlie industrious to improve, but not 
one acre more. Their religion places a 
premium on industry and thrift. Fully 
98 per cent, of the Mormons own their 
own homes, and the lands on which they 
stand. ... I have visited the Mor­
mons and found them most delightful 
and companionable, all of them indus­
trious, aud many highly cultivated,”

Such truthful utterances, favorable to 
persecuted people, were probably never 
hoard in a Christian pulpit before. No 
wonder such a man wanted “our Bob” 
to tell what tho church can do to ad­
vance the interests of humanity. The 
Colonel could well reply: “Tell the 
truth about your opponents;” but it 
seems Rev. Rusk is doing that already. 
We honor his noble independence, but 
the consequences to himself will bo sim­
ply frightful. He will be branded a 
heretic, and be lied about as other hon­
est men have been; but the Inquisition 
fs temporarily suppressed, so it is not 
probable he will be burned at the stake.

" A Legitimate Inquiry.
When the Judiciary Committee of the 

- .House of Representatives were hearing 
arguments on the 11th of March for and 
against the God-in-the-Constitution, 
some irreverent cuss, who bad not the 

■ fearto! t^e clergy upon him, inquired: . 
\ “If the Devil should make a constitu­

tion for hell, and should put God in that 
constitution, would that act make hell 
any better?” .
S'That seems a legitimate inquiry which 
Only a Talmage has sufficient knowledge 
to answer.. ■ . . . .

Ingersoll’s Talk to MUltauu-.
“The following letter was received 

from Colonel R. G. Ingersoll relative to 
his coming address at the Chicago Mili­
tant Church;

“ ‘New York, March 14,1890.—Rev. 
John Rusk—My Dear Friend: Of course 
I will speak at the place you desire. I 
regret that the temperance women felt 
called upon to take tho stand they did.

“ 'I want you to know that I would not 
for anything place you in un embarass- 
ing position, and I will, if you wish, de­
cline to speak, aud nothing shall ever be 
said. .

“ ‘I regret that I cannot accept the in­
vitation to be a guest of tho club. I am 
only In Chicago a few hours, and will 
leave Monday night. Accept, however, 
my sincere thanks for tbe invitation.

“ ‘Now, my dear friend, be sure and 
do nothing that will give you trouble. 
If I speak I must give iny honest 
thought, but this will be done with per­
fect kindness.

“ ‘I have no objection to you asking 
an admission fee. That is for you to de­
cide, but I want nothing for myself.

" ‘Date April 12; time, morning or af­
ternoon, but not in the evening. Yours 
always. R. G. Ingersoll.’

“Dr. Rusk said he thought It best to 
have tbe service free, but that the 
boxes would probably be sold to the 
highest bidders to cover any expense 
that may arise. ‘I was off ered 8100 by a 
friend of the church fora box this after­
noon,’ said Dr. Rusk, ‘but our services 
are free, so I think we will stick to that. 
I am surprised at the liberal view my 
old church friends take of the whole 
matter. It only shows that the world is 
moving rapidly and deeds count as 
creeds in this age of enlightenment.’ ”— 
Chronicle.

No event In the history of Chicago, for 
a long time, has done so much for lib- 
erahrthought as has the controversy 
growing out of the hostility of the 
W. C. T. U. to Colonel Ingersoll. The 
most spacious public hall in the city 
should ba secured for him; but no struc­
ture can hold the crowds which will de­
sire admission.

“I am surprise! at the liberal view 
my old church friends take of the whole 
matter,” says Dr. Rusk, and he will be 
the more surprised to see how popular is 
the movement he has inaugurated. If 
he can hold his head he’ll “be a bigger 
man than old Grant,” so far as concerns 
the religious world.

“fear and admonition of the Lord” has 
been reading the Scriptures, and, like 
an ungodly heretic has been thinking as 
she read. Now she wants to know who 
was the first butcher? Unwisely she 
read Genesis 3:21:

“Unto Adam also and to his wife did 
the Lord God make coats of skius and 
clothed them."

To that date there was no Caln and no 
Abel, nor is there any intimation that 
there was another person on earth to en­
gage in the butchering business but 
Adam and Eve. They were bad, very 
bad, for they had entailed a curse on 
the earth, and on each of its inhabitants 
to the latest period of time, by eating of 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge. It 
had been designed in the counsels ol 
heaven that the race should grow up to 
be Catholics, without knowledge, but 
Adam and Eve were not butchers.

Those skins are first found in the pos­
session of “the Lord God.” The legal 
presumption, in the absence of direct 
proof, is that the Lord God was the 
butcher. But that inquiring woman is 
too much for us. She wants to know in 
addition: "What animals were slaugh­
tered to furnish these hides?” There 
is no intimation in the divine record. 
Very possibly it was the “missiug link" 
which Darwin was unable to find that 
connects us with the monkey. Maybe 
some priest has full information regard­
ing tbe whole counsel of God, and can 
give light on the subject. Wo pray him 
not to make an attempt unless in posses­
sion of absolute proof; for our patron 
will lose all respect for the inspired 
word if it shall appear at that early 
date tho Creator was killing an animal

At Their Old Tricks.
The popularity of the People’s Church, 

at Kalqmazoo, Mich., which Col. Inger­
soll said he would not hesitate to join 
under certain conditions, lias induced 
Rev. C. M. Keene, of tho Church of 
Christ, of that city, to assail it in a most 
shameful manner. In a letter to tho 
Christian Standard he says;

“The membership of the People's 
Church is decreasing, aud is made up of 
drunkards, blasphemers and atheists 
who do not believe in God or hell."

Mrs. Lucinda H. Stone, a member of 
the Liberal Church, replies:

“The membership has increased so 
rapidly it is a question if a mistake has 
not been made in building tho edifice so 
small. One may believe in a future life 
or not. or may believe in a hell or not, 
but the People’s Church membership 
joiiTbrotherly and sisterly hands as do­
ers of works of righteousness. The 
bond of union pledges members to help 
establish righteousness and love in the 
world. Is this an invitation to blas­
phemers and drunkards? The very 
foundation of the church is temperance. 
The donation of $20,000 from Mr. Hub­
bard was tbe savings from abstaining 
from drink and tobacco. There is not a 
more temperate congregation in the 
city. It is largely made up of working 
people and their families.”

It is noteworthy that priestly tactics 
seem to require that every movement 
to improve humanity lyingoutside of or­
thodoxy must of necessity be assailed 
by bigots, and that “drunkards, blas­
phemers and atheists,” are catch-words 
which are used on all occasions to 
frighten fools.

A late vote in the British Parliament 
renders it possible to open all the State 
museums and picture galleries of the 
realm on Sunday. The Sabbatarians are 
almost frightened out of their wits. And 
the preachers' Who will listen patiently 
to their original sin, total depravity, 
conditional atonement, and hell-fire the­
ories, when the British Museum and the 
National Galleries of Art arc thrown 
wide open to all who may choose to en­
ter? Let us not censure the craft too 
severely. It is a struggle with them for 
bread and butter. Hell gone, and their 
capital in trade wasted, possibly other 
fields of employment will be found for 
the next generation in which fear of the 
devil, or devilish fear, will not occupy 
so conspicuous a place as it did a few 
years ago. .

GREAT 
INDUCEMENTS

NEVER BEFORE

OFFERED 
BY

ONE PAPER.

VOLUME ONE OF THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA
OF.DEATH, AND LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
WORLD, TO BE GIVEN AWAY.
We wish to reach 20,000 new readers. 

In order to do it we must make a great 
financial sacrifice. We will send out The 
Encyclopedia of Death, and Life in the 
Spirit-World, in paper cover, as a gift 
to all new subscribers for three months. 
It contains 400 closely-printed pages, 
and has been sold for 50 cents.

Send 25 cents to this office and you 
will get this book and The Progress­
ive Thinker for three months. If pos­
sible, get your friends to unite with you. 
Advertise this offer, Spiritualists, 
among your friends. It will only con­
tinue during the month of April.

We wish to do a philanthropic work. 
Many thousand copies of The Encyclo­
paedia of Death have been sold, and the 
great mass of Spiritualists have been 
loud in its praise. The good it has done 
in modifying the views of people in re­
gard to the change called death has 
been great. Send in your orders at 
once. When you receive the book, and 
have carefully read it, you can not fall 
to rejoice. You would not take $2 for 
it if you could not get another copy.

E^Any one of our present subscrib­
ers who will send usa new three months’ 
subscriber with hie own subscription 
(extending in not less than six months), 
can each have a copy of the book.

Stop aud Think.
It is well enough to stop and think oc­

casionally, even If such thinking does 
not lead to practical results.

Goto the great slaughter-houses, and 
see the wreck of lives by human hands! 
Is it possible Nature in her munificence 
contemplated such scenes of blood by the 
hand of man? The Hon and the tiger, 
like all beasts of prey, have claws and 
teetji to tear and devour; but man is 
destitute of these. Fruits and nuts seem 
his natural food, and a large majority of 
tho race subsist wholly on a vegetable 
diet, grow In manty virtues and desire 
no other food. Talmage Is reported as 
saying:

“Some people go so far that they be­
lieve dogs and cats and oxen have im­
mortal souls, and, therefore, ought 
never to be killed. I am no vegetarian 
and cannot swallow all that bosh that a 
man ought to live on wind pudding and 
soup. Beefsteak was made to eat.”

That is the gourmand's position ;obut 
from whence did it come? Turn to Gen. 
ix: 3, where God is represented to have 
said to man:

“Every moving thing that llveth shall 
be meat for you; even as the green herb 
have I given you all things.”

Here Talmage, with his Christian and 
Jewish imitators, derive their authority 
tor all the scenes of blood which deso­
late this fair earth. The Bible is their 
charter; and the slaughter of countless 
millions of lives goes on from day to day, 
unnumbered diseases following in their 
train, which owe their origin and sever­
ity to a disregard of animal life.

The old maxim: “He who drinks the 
broth is as bad as the tbief,” applies to 
all of us. We inherit the horrible cus­
tom of flesh-eating from our savage an­
cestors. Christian priests, guided by 
artificial appetites, can stand in their 
pulpits, and say “beefsteaks were made 
to eat,” but the sons of the Orient, visit­
ing the stock-yards of Chicago during 
the World’s Fair, were not only shocked, 
but sickened by the ruthless disregard 
of life they saw at the slaughter-houses, 
and so it was with every truly refined 
mind. ’

“It was the first of a series of revival 
meetings by this famous evangelist, 
(Mrs. Maggie Van Cott), and her mag­
netism brought a rich harvest of con­
verts, "says the Chronicle, telling of a 
revival meeting now pending at the Ada 
Street Methodist Church, in this city.

It is true, it is the magnetism, the 
hypnotic power of tho evangelist, that 
infuses and pours into the susceptible 
that unseen—to the ancients tho un­
known-force .denominated tho Holy 
Gbost. When the identity of that por­
tion of the orthodox Godhead—that in­
visible influence represented in tho sec­
ond chapter of the Acts, which settled 
on the followers of Jesus on the day of 
Pentecost, when a rushing wind filled 
all the house, and seemed' like cloven 
tongues of firo, filling all with the Holy 
Ghost, and three thousand souls were 
added to tho church in a single day— 
shall be fully recognized as that to’us 
still mystic agent, hypnotism, then we 
shall cease to hear: “I know Christian­
ity is a reality, for I have felt it in my 
soul;” and then the revivalist will take 
his place along side of the other fakirs 
who deal in the mystic forces of nature.

Obeying Instructions.
The arrest of Herbert C. Buck, presi­

dent of the Young People's Society of 
Christian Endeavor, at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by the police, on the 19th ult., 
while tapping a till at the Lehman Book 
Store, betokens that an eye may be di­
rected to the high‘officials in that or­
ganization, as to all others who are so 
very zealous in warning sinners to re­
pentance?’ The telegram says:

“Only lost night Buck was an enthu­
siastic speaker at the church prayer­
meeting. and it is supposed was delib­
erately planning the burglary while his 
Christian associates were offering pray­
er. . . He was an exemplary Chris­
tian and took an active part'in church 
socials and charity work.”

Poor-fellow! This till-tapper was. only 
providing for himself “the mammon of 
unrightousness, that’ when he fails ho 
shall be received into everlasting, habit­
ations,’' as the Master commended.

Belvidere Seminary. .
This seminary is located at Belvidere, 

N. J. It is most excellent, being under 
the exclusive control of liberal minds. 
For full particulars send for circulars. 
Address Seminary, Belvidere, Ki J.

Texts forjpSermons and 
Though^ on Fraud. ;

The last Progressive Thinker is 
alive with great ( thoughts and themes, 
bold blows at bad boys and spiritual con­
juring, flashing essays from fearless 
writers, and newsy nuggets from the 
mines of souls.

Hudson Tuttle is always rich and 
strong,-and full of youthful vigor and 
scientific interest. C. H. Mathews’ “Pen 
Flashes" illumine and inspire, while ex­
posing the abuses of law aud religion. 
The account of tlie little girl arrested, 
fined and sent to prison by the “meek 
and lowly followers” of a bloodthirsty 
superstition, should cause every Chris­
tian to hide the blushes of shame and 
renounce the church and the religion 
that instigates such infamous proceed­
ings. “Curious Birth-Marks," espe­
cially the “Alphabetical Eye,” make a 
chapter of wonders equal to a whole Bi­
ble, yet all as natural as the growth of a 
peach or pond-lily:

There are texts for a thousand ser­
mons in that one article, fur more inter­
esting and instructive than “Jonah and 
the Whale," "Samson and tbe Foxes,"' 
“Aaron and the Magic. Serpents,” “Pha­
raoh and theFrogs,” and Adam shirking 
the responsibility of hie disobedience on 
the only woman in the world!

FRAUDS. •
Thai there should be deceivers among 

us is natural. It would be a miracle if 
there were none among fifteen million 
people. Mediums are human and sub­
ject to temptation, and if they are not 
always proof against the psychology of 
Inheritance, and the suggestions of en­
vironment, it should not justify a whole- 
sale]slaughter,nor weaken our confidence 
In the divine goodness of human nature, 
or In the scientific evidence of spirit re­
turn, which has shaken the throne of 
Negations to its center, and demonstrat­
ed the continuity of life to millions. 
But In defense of mediumship, and as a 
protection to mediums, and the cause 
they serve, frauds, when clearly demon­
strated,

SHOULD BE EXPOSED, 
and the unfortunate victims of perverted 
moral sense, and psychological illusions, 
and morbid ambition for fame and gain, 
should be firmly, but kindly, ruled out of 
the charmed circle where their unscru­
pulous conduct so .cruelly mocks the 
most sacred sentiments and affections of 
the human heart..,

Nevertheless, good mediums may sup­
plement the genuine with spurious man­
ifestations, and tlie wors.t fakes may 
have some phases of genuine medium­
ship, and it is^ifllvult, if not impossible, 
to discriminate in moral and immoral 
combinations. ! IV becomes the duty, 
then, in the interest of truth and self­
protection, todempnd such conditions, 
for phenomenal .exhibits, as will elimi­
nate every apparent possibility of decep­
tion on the pliVt%f the medium. ■ This 
demand Is quite as much to the advan­
tage of genuine mediums as to the inves­
tigators. ( . ;

Let us have no compromise with 
fraud, no rafMon? accusations against 
mediums, no spasmodic censure for ap- 
pearanceSj . untils.jfacts aro ascertained 
which leave no room for a reasonable 
doubt; no apologies for the weak as­
sumptions which insist on leaving un­
guarded plain opportunities for tricks; 
no conjuring to reinstate and exonerate 
fakes whose lying deceptions have been 
demonstrated, and even confessed; no 
loose play upon words to bolster up the 
enemy of truth, and put mediumship on 
a level with cheap jugglery, and thus 
discredit all mediumship and disgrace 
the cause.

It Is time Spiritualists think, reason, 
analyze, discriminate and reduce the 
evidence on which we rely to scientific 
certainty; and then we may consistently 
say we know.

I can say, with Brother Matthews, 
that I think I know I have witnessed 
genuine materializations; and I believe 
a good deal that I do not know; but the 
unscrupulous frauds that have been per­
petrated In seances renders materializa­
tion as usually manifested comparatively 
useless as evidence to which we can 
point with confidence, and Invite skep­
tics to test them. Lyman C. Howe.

Say advices from Cuba: “There are 
no priests In tho camps of the Insur­
gents.” This statement was true of our 
own war of the revolution. It was true 
in the revolution la France. A tyran­
nical government is a tool of the priest, 
and he is faithful to his own. As in 
everything else they have Bible support: 
“The powers that bo are ordained of 
God. Whosoever, therefore, resisteth 
the ordinance of God . . shall re­
ceive to themselves damnation.” Ro­
mans 13:1, 2. According to church 
chronology this was written during the 
bloody reign of Nero, and it teaches to 
the fullest extent submission to oppress­
ion. But so soon as the revolution is 
successful then the priest to the front, 
with "See how we apples swim.”

The Forty-eighth Anniversary—a glo­
rious day!—was duty celebrated among 
Spiritualists generally. Reports of the 
same should be sent to this office 
promptly, In order to insure publication.

A Veteran Passed On.
Joseph Be^PtiAf Greenfield, Mass., 

passed to the higher life March 27th. 
He was prominent'as a Spiritualist, and 
was one of thA goandest and best men 
we ever met -He was closely identified 
with the Lakfi“Pltiasant camp-meeting.

Saved by Prayer.
An astrologfir predicted the death of 

Queen Victoria ifl. December last. As 
the event (did not materialize he now 
telle the world &§! course of Fate was 
changed by p^yer,. Prayer has won- 
dcrous powerspf'^harlatans can be be­

When the bloodls kept pure, and the 
system thoroughly invigorated by the 
use of Ayer's Sarsaparilla, sudden 
changes of temperature and extremes of 
heat and cold, so characteristic of cer­
tain climates, are. rarely attended with 
injurious results, Take it now.

Every lady reader of this publication 
who is interested tin flowers should not 
fail to read the advertisement of S. H. 
Moore & Co., appearing in this issue, 
and take advantage of their most liberal 
offer. They agree to send their popular 
magazine, The Ladies’ World, nine 
months for 30 cents, and give free to ev­
ery subscriber a mammoth collection of 
choice flower seeds, including many nov­
elties and, tried favorites. It is a won­
derful offer; and the concern is reliable.

Methods of Fakirs and Im 
posters Exposed—Mate­
rialization, Slatewriting 

and Trumpet Speak­
ing, with Their 

Counterfeits.

Tricks of the Davenport®, Charles 
Slade and Kate Fox Com­

binations, Etc.

vinced us that not only are nearly all 
dissensions in the ranks of Spiritual­
ism due, directly or indirectly J to the 
work of counterfeits and impostors, 
but, putting themselves to the front, 
by their startling methods of adver­
tising, they stand as an almost im­
passable wall between true mediums 
and the investigator.

Realizing that Spiritualism can never 
advance in atnarked degree until these 
impostors (many of whom are medi­
ums and' on some occasions produce 
the phenomena they more often imi­
tate) are unanimously recognized and 
exposed by Spiritualists, we deem it 
our duty to explain how certain phe­
nomena are counterfeited, for the ben­
efit of those who do not already know.

MATERIALIZATION.
While we have before us numerous 

records of genuine materializations— 
records where spirits have come out in 
full gaslight and dematerialized while 
their friends were clasping their hands, 
and others which preclude all possi­
bility of deception—yet we have more 
instances where the counterfeit could 
have been employed. In fact, we re­
gret to say that we have seen material­
izing seances reported in some of the 
Spiritualist papers that had every ap­
pearance of deception, although they 
may have been genuine.

Here are some of the counterfeits: 
1st. A collection of silhouette card­

board figures are obtained, one side 
being ebon black and the other cov­
ered with luminous paint, which is 
kept from fading by a thin white coat 
of varnish. The most commonly used, 
however, is a simple mask and robe, 
both prepared in the same manner. 
Of couree this requires a darkened 
room. The figures are then suspended 
by means of black cords and arranged 
with tho black side toward the au­

, dience. They are sometimes turned 
slowly around so as to show only a 
streak of light, which gradually as­
sumes a form. By turning them with 
a quick movement they seem to ap­
pear or disappear like a flash of pow­
der.

2d. The mask with robe attached, 
which we have mentioned, gives the 
most varied and startling results. It 
may be laid, face down, upon the 
floor. Upon slowly raising the face 
of the mask the appearance is that 
of a phosphorescent light upon the 
floor, which, as it is lifted up, grad­
ually assumes the form of a face: 
then slowly the entire form seems to 
arise out of the floor. Again, by 
manipulating the cords these figures 
may be made to move to and fro. 
A waving motion may also be im­
parted, and by twisting the robes parts 
of the form will appear to dematerial­
ize, the black side being turned to the 
audience.

3d. Confederates are sometimes em­
ployed to wear masks and wigs, and 
to have then- own faces painted with 
phosphorus as well as their clothing. 
Trap-doors are made for these to enter 
the cabinet from other apartments. 
They arc called “Egyptian Spirits.” .

The most successful of these im­
postors arc really clairvoyant, and see 
the spirits which they counterfeit as 
nearly as tlieir paraphernalia will ad­
mit, and in this itds possible that they 
are aided by undeveloped spirits who
were engaged in the same manner 
the mortal. .

INDEPENDENT SLATE-WRITING.
We also have ^numerous records

genuine independent slate-writing, and 
the writer has himself received messages 
upon closed slates, which he hud pre­
viously thoroughly washed, without 
allowing them to pass from his hands, 
the medium simply touching the edge 
of the slate with his Angers, while the 
tiny piece of pencil between the slates 
could be distinctly heard writing with 
great rapidity and as though with a 
heavy hand, giving three loud, sharp 
raps between them when the work was 
done. This was all done in broad 
daylight; besides the message thus re­
ceived contained information that 
could only have come from the person 
in spirit who signed the message, 
which was in his peculiar hand­
writing. .

Yet there are several counterfeits 
of this phase. One method is to write 
the message with a chemical that does 
not, appear until the slate has been 
moistened and dried. Another is ac­
complished by means of a mirror after 
the sitter has examined the slate. The 
writing is done on the under slate, 
Which maybe turned to face the upper 
one with a little dexterity. Sometimes 
a third slate is used to slip between 
the two examined, and again a hard 
rubber surface, resembling a slate, 
covers the true surface, whereon the 
“message” has been preriously writ­
ten. This is slipped out through the 
frame, which is especially made for 
the purpose. There are so many tricks 
connected with this phase that about 
the only sure plan is to furnish your

slates, screw them together, and 
। them in your possession. Au-

swers to questions in a sealed envelope 
between slates, under these conditions, 
have been given, one such case oc- 
curiing only1 a few weeks ago in the 
Spiritual Temple of Boston, Pierre 
L. O. A. Keeler being the medium, 
Edward K. Earle, and, I am informed, 
-Fred Evans also, submit to this test.

TRUMPET speaking.

We also have bona fide records of 
spirit voices proceeding from trumpets 
under strict test conditions. But this 
phase of manifestation also has its 
counterfeits.

The “medium" has, concealed about 
the person, a perforated cork with a 
coil of rubber hose attached, at the 
other end of which is a mouthpiece. 
While arranging the circle the medium 
inserts the cork end of the hose in the 
small end of the horn, placing the 
mouthpiece in his or her mouth, and 
then returns to the circle and talks or 
sings through the trumpet at will, 
though several yards distant, being 
careful, of course, to remove the cork 
and conceal the hose before turning 
on the light.

MQRE ANCIENT TRICKS.
As there are still such outfits trav­

eling around the country as “Dr. 
Charles Slade and Kate Fox,” and 
“Dr. Henri Beauseant and Kate Fox, ” 
with assorted aliases, advertising 
themselves as “leading lights of 
Spiritualism," it is evident that the 
general public is not yet familial’ with 
the tricks of the noted Davenport 
Brothers, whom these outfits imitate 
with slight variations.

Here is a formula that will give a 
clue to all such impostors:

ROPE-TYING.
The medium(?) appears with a coil 

of rope in his hand about twelve yards 
long. The light is turned off, and in 
a few seconds, when it is again turned 
on, he is seen securely fastened in his 
chair, his hands tied, and the rope 
made fast between the wrists. One 
of the committee chosen by the au­
dience is requested to examine the 
rope and seal the ends of the knot. 
The light is again extinguished and a 
tambourine is heard bounding about 
the room. A hand—a very material 
hand—claps the faces of the nearest 
persons, hats are knocked off, bells 
rung, and various other “manifesta­
tions” take place.

Had the committee examined very 
minutely the rope and the method of 
tying, they would have discovered 
that it had previously been cut in 
halves, and then knotted with a fast 
knot in the middle. This knot is con­
cealed by the medium before he binds 
himself, by holding it in his hand. 
The rope, then, looks like one con­
tinuous whole. When the light is 
again extinguished he places the two 
ends of the rope beneath him on the 
chair and deftly binds himself by 
making a double running noose twice 
around his wrist. This he can slip 
and thus free his hand at will. The 
knot may be concealed, because it is 
never touched or disturbed. When 
the room is again dankened it is a 
very easy matter to perform any of 
the usual manifestations.

THE ACCORDEON TEST.
Another trick is the accordeon test. 

The instrument is fast bound by 
tapes and the tapes sealed at every’ 
key, to prevent its being played in the 
ordinary way. This trick is accom­
plished by seeming a small tube, 
placing it in tbe valve-hole of the 
accordeon and breathing and blowing 
alternately; which answers the same 
purpose as the bellows would if it 
were free.

MISCELLANEOUS MANIFESTATIONS.
In order to touch distant persons or 

make such instruments as guitars and 
tambourines play at different parts of 
the room, the medium has to conceal 
about him, or liave hidden in some 
recess in table or chair, a telescopic 
rod. To the end of this he fixes the 
tambourine or guitar, on the surface 
of which has been placed some phos­
phorus, and by waving the stick he 
makes it appear as if persons were 
floating over the heads of the au­
dience. The invisible hand is formed 
by a glove being fastened to the end 
of the tube. The glove is inflated by 
blowing through the tube, and when 
slapped on the cheek of a person it 
has all the sensation of a cold hand 
striking the face. The hand may be 
made visible by ’ covering the glove 
with phosphorus.

MUSIC IN THE AIR.
At the end of this telescope tube 

may also be fixed a reed trumpet, and 
by blowing through the tube various 
sounds can be evolved, and when the 
instrument is worked about in differ­
ent directions, a large but discordant 
band of spiritualty) musicians are 
heard—at least that is what the im­
postor would have his audience be­
lieve.

To play the guitar, while floating in 
the air, would seem a more difficult 
problem. But not so. In the guitar 
is a music-box, with a small piece of 
writing-paper so placed as to touch 
the steel or vibrating tongues of the 
box, thus closely imitating the pe­
culiar twang of the guitar. .

LEVITATION.
When the medium has been ex­

posed in some of his tricks, as a loaf 
resort, he announces his intention to 
float over the heads of the audience. 
Having called up the spirit from the 
“vasty deep" (no Spiritualist ever 
uses that expression, which is the in­
vention of charlatans), tho room is 
darkened and a bull’s-eye lantern is 
held'at such a distance from the me­
dium as to make his face appear vague

and indistinct. He is then seen sud­
denly to arise, and in the serial, flight 
to perform a beautiful curve, His 
face is sufficiently masked as to make 
the features indistinguishable, but, at 
the same time, to make the semi-hyp­
notized of the audience fully assured 
that it is his face. The lantern is 
made to follow him, and for a moment 
the face is lost in darkness. When 
the light is turned on th6 medium is 
seen with his toes just touching the 
platform, and his form descending to 
its ordinary upright position. Here 
is tbe explanation: First, there is 
ready to hand a lay figure gotten up 
to resemble the medium. Hanging 
from the top of the stage are two 
cords, concealed from the audience. 
When the,'medium prepares for his 
flight the bull's-eye lantern is turned 
upon him, but the person holding the 
lantern, pretending that the focus is 
not altogether right, turns it away to 
arrange it. While, this is being done 
the medium quickty substitutes the 
lay figure, The ends of these cords 
are furnished with hooks, which are 
fastened onto the shoulders of the lay 
figure, and the exhibitor, by means of 
a pulley, hauls the figure upward, the 
light being kept at such a distance as 
to just make the figure of the dummy 
visible, but totally. unrecognizable. 
During one of the intervals of the 
lantern’s wanderings the dummy is re­
moved and the medium is seen de­
scending by merely raising himself on 
his toes and lowering himself, and 
when the full light is upon him sink­
ing on his knees.

Notwithstanding these exposures by 
Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke, who 
went about Englund and other coun­
tries some twenty years ago abusing 
Spiritualists, levitation and many of 
the things of which they showed the 
counterfeit, remain facte with honest 
mediums under certain conditions. 
We have numerous authentic records 
where mediums have been entranced 
in a circle in the bright light aud 
floated through the air near the ceil­
ing. So have we authentic records 
wherein all the physical manifesta­
tions herein mentioned have occurred 
under strict test conditions, tbe me­
dium being held hand, foot anil mouth 
while they took place, by a competent 
committee.

SPIRITUAL MUSIC-BOX.
Another trick performed by Mas­

kelyne and Cooke is known as the 
spiritual music-box. An oblong piece 
of glass is suspended by means of 
four cords hanging from the ceiling, 
and upon this glass is placed a music­
box. At the word of command it 
plays onceases as desired by the au­
dience. The trick is simple. In tho 
box there is placed a balance-lever, 
which, when tbe glass is slightly 
tilted, arrests the fly-fan and thus 
prevents tbe machinery from moving. 
When the performer gives the word of 
command the glass is made level, and, 
the fly-fan being released, the ma­
chinery moves and a tune is played. 
When commanded to stop, the cord 
on either side is slightly pulled, the 
balance-lever drops, the fly-fan is 
arrested and the music ceases.

WRITING ON THE CEILING.
The writing done by (material) 

spirits on the ceiling is as follows: 
The medium is bound, and when tho 
room is lighted a written answer to u 
question asked is found on tbe ceil­
ing. The reader will already have 
guessed that this is performed by 
means of the telescopic tube, at the 
end of which is placed a piece of 
chalk or pencil.

READING IN THE DARK.
Another “crucial” test which these 

mediums offer is known as tlie in­
visible writing. One of the company 
is asked to write a sentence, or a num­
ber of figures, on a piece of paper. 
This paper is carefully folded and the 
lights arc extinguished. When they 
are again lighted the medium declares 
that the spirits have told him the con­
tents of the paper, and proceeds to 
read tbe sentences or tell the figures. 
Again, the medium asks a gentleman 
to put the hands of a watch lo any 
hour he chooses, and, when again the 
lights are lowered, he calls out the 
hour and minute. To accomplish this 
the medium has in bis pocket a small 
phial, from which a blue flame is 
emitted, and by this light he reads 
the sentences or figures, or sees tbe 
time. He replaces the articles, and 
can, of couree, readily tell what he 
has read or seen.

BOGUS CLAIRVOYANCE.
There is also a system of pretended 

clairvoyance which is too well known 
to require more than a passing notice 
here. The medium is blindfolded anc 
a confederate passes through an au. 
dience, asking questions as to the kind 
of jewelry, clothing, etc., worn by cer­
tain persons, or articles in their pos­
session. The secret lies in the man­
ner of asking the question. By a little 
study and practice any article com­

. monly found in a gentleman's pocket 
or a lady’s costume can be minutely 
described. One illustration of the 
method will give the key to the whole 
system:

What color is this? Black.
What is the color? Blue.
Tell me the color? Green.
Has it a color? White.
Any color? ' Orange, yellow. 
Name the color? Brown. 
Please name the color? Red.

ELECTRIC TRICKS.
The counterfeit spirit raps, the 

magic bell, magic drum, light and 
heavy chest, are all accomplished by 
the electro-magnetic battery, which 
may be carried in the pocket, silk oi 
cotton-covered wire, button and all 
Complete, but space will not permit 
an explanation of this apparatus and 
its effects here.

HERRMANN, THE PRBSTIDJCITATOR
' Suffice it to say- that all, or nearly 
all, the tricks of Herrmann, the pres-~ 
tidigitator, are as simple and easy ol 
explanation as any of the above,
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WHERE IS THY GOD?
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GOD.

at his crude altar and prays. This

the

SPIRIT VOICES.

Concocted Under Weird Move­
ments and Genuflections,

A sacred veil abouthim thrown, 
’Tis there our God abides.”

I met a gray and bearded sage, 
A master deep in lore,

Who poured o’er wisdom’s musty 
And sought truth’s hidden store.

I said to him: “Tell me, I pray, 
If, where thy thought hath trod, 

Hath it discovered on its way
The footprints of a.God?”

Will surely rise again. /
And in her rise perhaps may maim 

Vile falsehood’s tarnished cloak.
Let all who seek a mental growth 
Make truth, their standard, ever, 

For here, within her magic loom, 
She weaves most beauteous fabrics. 
Then let her soar—forever give 

room—

“I walk with bare, hushed feet 
ground

Ye tread with, boldness shod,
I dare not fix with, mete and bound

The love and power of God.” 
—Whittier.

And she will prove to those who dis­
believe tbe most

That error soou must crumble to decay.
Frank T. Dempsey.

Ye preach of his eternal plan 
To us who bo of earth."

The aged priest looked toward the 
And said with solemn air: 

“Beyond the reach of mortal eye, 
Our God he dwelleth there.

Beyond our sight in realms unknown 
Our great Jehovah hides,

[Lukp x., 21.]
I met one day a shaven priest, 

“Where is thy God?” I asked. 
“Why should he wish man’s faith 

While he himself is masked?
Where is thy God, thou reverend man? 

Ye tell us of his worth,

DEDICATED TO SPIRIT THEODORE 
PARKER.

W. H. Baoh, 
Aberdeen, 8. D.

SPIRITUALISM,
Its Nature and Breadth Qpn- 

sidered.

Viewing the Mysteries Beyond.

’Tie all and every particle of life 
that blazes through the human mind, 
and makes us creatures capable of 
mingling with the infinite.

We cannot find a babe so young 
who does not fondly trust in hopes, 
and gladly cling to the mother dear, 
because it feels within its infant 
breast that there it will find rest 
through all its childish days.

An infant that clings to its loving 
mother, and watches for the signal of 
her eye to fill it with a hallowed hope, 
is likened much to weary man who 
plods the ways of earth and keeps his 
eyes forever fixed' upon an image in 
the skies, that he' may see the many 
signs and signals there of when arid 
how to act; -

SPIRITUALISM A NATURAL FACT.
If Spiritualism is anything, it is a 

fact—a natural fact—from which the 
disbelief of man cannot detract. 
Spiritualism embraces the world, and 
is as broad as nature’s self, No man 
can truly say what nature is—none 
can truly give the ever-varying forms 
and changes of Spiritualism. It is a 
fact in nature, the same as is the pre­
sumptuous man who would define it; 
and one can readily see from this that 
his would be a definition of that which 
it is impossible for man to know—as 
man—from the fact that to know it 
he must be .fully cognizant of all the 
changes and mutations of life, as well 
as possess a competent knowledge of 
all the different changes of form dr 
substances which rule the orb or orbs 
of which we have no actual knowledge, 
and from our very natures can never 
possess knowledge beyond the limit 
of human comprehension with which, 
only, we have been endowed.

Spiritualism,' if existent, predom­
inates the life of each and every man 
and woman that treads this earth. All 
this it does, and more—it goes beyond 
the utmost reach of strongest human 
eye, and there it dwells within its 
home the same as we upon this globe. 
It hath no bounds, and knows but 
one extreme—action. It never has 
been, it never can be, idle.

BREADTH OF SPIRITUALISM.
The greatest mind that man was 

ever blessed with is all too poor to 
comprehend a thousandth part of na­
ture's vast aerial flights. The only 
way to understand—or, rather, think 
we understand—the rudiments of 
Spiritualism is to consult our own be­
ing. in the light of all the changing 
shades of daily life. We then shall 
see that everything possessed of life 
but lives and grows, expanding with 
the breeze that blows from every cor­
ner of the globe. ’Tis but a study of 
the living on this globe that gives the 
rudiments of after-life within the 
realms beyond jour mortal gaze.

THE MYSTERIOUS BEYOND.
We have spoken of the infant who doth 

cling to mother dear;
Wo have slowly laid the pavement 

with cement of daily life,
Till we now have reached the border 

Which conceals all spirit life.
We will now attempt a reading of the 

mysteries beyond,
With the hope of adding something 

worthy
To the song already sung.

Mun stands prepared, from earthly 
toil and contact, to grasp the thoughts 
and view the scenes that lie beyond 
the highway of his earthly life. He 
now is sure, beyond the faintest 
doubt, that he can see an object -laid 
before Ids eyes, and hear a mighty 
voice if it but thunders in his ears.

Prepared, he journeys on to view 
the future life, and pierces the screen 
beyond the which proud spirits dwell 
in joy; alas! some dwell in mental 
grief. He daily raps upon the bar­
riers of life, and there requests an in­
terchange of thought concerning 
Spirit-land. He is advanced so he 
doth truly know that all the scenes 
which lie beyond his gaze can only be 
described to him by one who deigns 
to whisper in his car and tell the mys­
teries of‘that fail- and changing home. 
He reaches out for light which comes 
but from above: and every slight ex­
ertion on his part but adds more 
sparkling lustre to the beauteous 
scenes that pass before his eyes, while 
mental sparks fly from those lustrous 
scenes and plant themselves within 
his mortal mind.

Ue thus may live, and, living, 
rather light and truth, so he is only 
Tit to tell those on the earth now liv­
ing the grand and never-dying truths 
Which lie has been so blessed in learn­
ing. 'Tis true that light may come to 
him who knows not what illumination 
means,, and he may plod right on, the 
same as though he never had been 
blessed at all. And then, again, a 
light may come that seems just as a 
flickering candle, whose blaze now 
almost ends in death, and then, re­
covering,' throws forth a gleam which 
sheds the purest rays of light into the 
darkest corners of a dismal room. 
Some have grasped these lights just 
at the proper time, and through their 
lives they sailed a smooth and placid 
ocean that' stretched before the gaze 

' then given them, bitt seemed, to all 
men else, but one tempestuous, bib 
lowed, madly-roaring sea. Their 
minds were cleared beyond the possi­
bility of doubt, and all they did to 
reach the pinnacle of spirit fame was 
just - to grasp. that which was freely 
offered them. .

' The various ways of spirit-life can 
never lie described. One roams in 
peace; another is filled with fear, and 
all the joys that peace doth give but 
make it more severe; while few plod 
on in pain acute, until, at last, all 
fear is banished, and the’spirit then

assumes a calm, untroubled look, and 
henceforth roams all space at ease. 
Between these two extremes are many 
millions who possess, in varying abun­
dance, joys and griefs combined.

SPIRIT LIFE IS REAL.
That spirit-life is real, and that 

they oft return to earth, none should 
doubt. You may not always know 
just when they come, yet they do call 
and visit many mortals here. The 
spirit ways are not precisely as ale 
man’s, else they would meet with 
grand and rar e receptions when they 
call upon us mortals here.
Spirits dwell in harmony

’Mid the heavens o'er your heads,
And quite oft they glide down earth­

ward,
With the hope of doing [rood.
Do not place across their pathway

That which might obstruct' their 
flight,

For they do not come to harm you; 
They but come to give you light.

Spirit truth must, of necessity, be 
the highest, grandest truth of which a 
mind, spiritual or mortal, cau con­
ceive. It is the truth of truths, and 
yet it begs, yea, it implores, that 
mortal mind will give it hearing.

Is it not strange that men should 
mostly fling aside the brightest truth 
of all, and grasp, in its stead, the 
misty, faulty sayings of those who 
cannot know a single, fact beyond the 
reach of human vision oft distorted? 
Why cling to that which may be false, 
when truth, eternal in its flight, So 
oft lays, her precepts in your hand, 
and bids you give to men, the grandest 
light that ever blazed in any land? ■ 
The grandest flame that ever burned 

within.thq mind of man
Was one whose fire came from above, 

And made of man a God.
The grandest thought that ever beamed.

From man's most marvelous mind, 
Was one of cheerful and life-giving., 

truth.
Accept the truth whene'er you hear it 

uttered,
For never yethas falsehood reigned 

Where truth did shed her lustre.
Truth, has lain dormant many times,

But onlyfor a purpose,
And when the time was ripe and good 
She claimed her just accounting.

Truth crushed to earth, so it is said,

The sage looked up with dumb surprise, 
Bewildered seemed he then;

He searched tho earth, explored the
skies,

With more than mortal ken.
And yet ho said with measured speech,

"I know not tf he be, ,
He dwells beyond the widest reach

OI man's philosophy.”
With mind perplexed, and soul op­

pressed,
I met a prattling child,

Whose life seemed most divinely blessed 
As she looked up and smiled.

“Tell me, tnou fair, sweet babe,” I cried, 
“With soul so free from art, 

Where doth the mighty God abide?” 
She answered, “In my heart.”

Amazed at such an answer then, 
I journeyed on my way;

I'd learned what hidden seemed from
men

From infant lips that day.
For truly in the heart that's pure 

God's loving spirit dwells,
And truth which age eould not secure

A prattling infant tells.
* Wilson Hunt Stites.

Through the twilight comes a whisper, 
And. to me it seems to say: ’

“We are waiting for you. sister, 
In the land of endless day.”

I feel the clasp'of a vanished hand, 
And my brother’s loving voice

Says: “Grieve not for friends departed. 
But rather with them rejoice."

Across the gloom and the silence
Of bvgone years that have fled, 

I see the faces around me
Of those whom the world calls dead.

And I hear their voices whfeper
From the far-off spirit shore: 

“Think not of us as perished;
We’re not lost—but gone before.”

And I see again that dear old homa
Where we were so happy and gay, 

With never a thought of to-morrow,
But only the bright to-day. . 

And familiar faces come again, 
And voices low and clear:

And I know that I am not alone, 
For my spirit friends are here.

Bradford, Me. Mus. S. Prescott.

PRATER, I excarnate may ^< 
incarnate until*

tot be able to see the
incarnate until! the latter is psychol-

As Viewed from the Stand 
point of Dr. Daily.

A New Proposition.
A subscription to The Progressive 

Thinker for three months costs only 25 
cents. We want to gladden the hearts 
of 20,000 new trial subscribers. We want 
to reach that number of new readers, 
hence we will send to each one of them 
who subscribes for The Progressive 
Thinker for three months, a copy of 
The Encyclopaedia of Death, and Life in 
the Spirit-World, in paper cover. It 
contains 400 closely printed pages, and . 
has been selling for 50 cents. This order 
will hold good only during April.
ty Any one of our present subscrib­

ers who will send us a new three-months’ 
subscriber with his own subscription 
(extending it not less than six months) 
can each have a copy of the book.

jie considers invocations to god 
AND SPIRITS AS A WASTE OF VAL­
UABLE TIME.

■ It is very little use to discuss mat­
ters of philosophy with persons whp 
have their minds made up to believe 
and practice what they have received 
through tradition or superstition. 
When a person prays in public, no 
matter if he or she calls the act a pe­
tition or invocation, there is the style 
and eclat of the church and the pagan 
temple. When the presence of the 
spirit friend is invoked by a cere­
monious display of verbiage, there is 
a principle stated, in effect, by the 
act. That principle is this: That a 
spirit may be coaxed and wooed to 
come and make one in. the company 
by the use of fine sentences and 
rounded periods. We observe a cer­
tain lack of consistency in mediums 
who discourse publicly and also pre­
side at seances. In the one case they 
offer prayer; in the other they simply 
wait. In the former they seem to 
mimic the ancient pagans and the 
modern Christians, whilst in the latter 

■ they conform to the law of natural 
association. The question that arises 
when prayer is offered on a public oc­
casion is, What effect does the prayer 
or invocation have on the audience? 
That effect, if any at all, is either 

' primary, secondary, or both. If pri­
mary alone, there is no kind of in­
fluence exerted on the spirit intelli­
gences whatever, If secondary only, 
.there, ia an establishment of a truth in 
the admission that those of the Spirit­
world are not willing to meet us half 
way and communicate their thoughts­
and emotions to us as our dear ones 
in the mortal form would do.

1 It is' but rational to suppose that 
when we meet to wait for the visitants 
from, the unseen realms that they 
know of the fact by the law of mind 
transference. It is also necessary to 
understand that whilst we may. be 
wasting our time beseeching them to 
come and make one, or many, in our 
midst, that they are already present 
and anxiously waiting for us to pre­
pare ourselves to receive them.

Tbe fallacy of our importuning 
them to come is at once apparent; 
also the puerility of asking them to 
do certain things, for us when they 
are only waiting foi' an opportunity to 
do us all the good they can.

To listen to a Spiritualist lecturer 
offer prayer, always reminds us of a 
heathen incantation or a conjurer’s 
cabalistic, utterances. Certain heathen 
worshipers bui'ii incense to attract 
their deities,, and hope thereby to gain 
their favor and have their assistance 
in healing diseases and averting other 
calamities. Thore is as much reason 
in this as in reeling off a string of 
prose or verse, be it high-sounding or 
otherwise.

Did we know how to place ourselves 
in a state of receptivity, it does not 
appear at all reasonable that the den­
izens of the immortal spheres should 
have to be humored and petted to get 
them to love us and try to bless us.

We are instructed by the spirit in­
fluences that music facilitates com­
munication between the two worlds, 
the mortal and the immortal. It 
would be necessary, in older to be 
wholly intelligent in the matter, te 
determine whether the musical chords, 
work a qhange iu the spirit band or in: 
the minds of the company for whom 
the invocation is offered. It is more 
than likely that our spirit presences 
do not hear our voices at all. They 
wpuld not be happy could they hear 
the coarse notes we utter. If they 
sensed the crude vibrations of ma­
terial sound that seem soft to our 
ears thej' would not enjoy peace in 
their homes on the other side.

All that is called worship in the 
ecclesiastical institutions has been 
handed down from the heathen 
worshipers of the past. Their prayers 
are but modifications of the orisons of 
the G reeks or some other caterers to 
unknown gods. The Greeks had from 
80,000 to 60,000 gods; ' the Spiritual­
ists have as many, or more. If they 
pray to them with the view to pla­
cating them, or to have them do some­
thing for the waiters, it is exactly the 
same old heathen song and orthodox 
whine we have been hearing since we 
first went to tlie backwoods Sunday­
school in old Kentucky.

The orthodox have the advantage 
’ of the Greeks and the Spiritualists, 

because the former only have one, or, 
perhaps, three Gods, and therefore 
can find him easier, because he is sup­
posed. to be on his throne all the time 
and always listening to hear the cries 
of the saints. The Spiritualist’s gods 
are scattered around, and therefore 
are not so reliable, and have to be 
cried to louder and longer.

If a spirit comes into the aura of 
an individual in the carnate form he 
is said to be en rapport with the in­
dividual.' It is an evidence that a 
person is advancing, spiritually, if he 
is able to sense that presence. There 
is such a thing as an unconscious de­
velopment. .

The Spirit-world is, so to speak, 
bearing down on the mortal world, like 
the vapor cloud, to moisten the soil of 
it so that it may spring forth in its 
beauty of growth. When a spirit who 
desires -to communicate with a.man, 
woman of child in this sphere can ap- 
preach near‘enough to impress that 
one so as to produce personal abnega­
tion, or the trance state, in some of 
its forms, the person is brought under 
the influence or teaching of that spir­
itual operator. It is admitted that the 
person entranced might have been, 
more or less, brought into suscepti­
bility to the spirit control by the 
songs, invocations and prayers. The

ogized. _
We are instructed to state as a pre­

mise that spirits have no physical 
sight nor hearing, any more than have 
the physical eyes the spiritual sight. 
The writer haBteanied on a conversa­
tion with a spirit where there was not 
a word uttered audibly, and yet the 
words and sight :Were perfect. It was 
simply a case of^en rapport, find the 
spirit could itot-jsliave seen another 
person, perhaps, if he had been stand­
ing there by the side of the one before 
mentioned, because there was no com­
munication established between them.

There are, then, three principles 
operating in the mortal side of life to 
bring about a union of the two worlds. 
These are: First, music; second, study; 
third, sitting in groups. It does not 
appear that prayer facilitates growth 
and progress in this direction, because 
it requires a degree of positiveness to 
perform this, which many, consider a 
duty. -

Christ, the supposed founder of the 
Christian system, was opposed to pub­
lic prayers. In Matthew, the sixth 
chapter, he tells the disciples to for­
bear from praying in the synagogues 
or on the streets, to be seen of men. 
But he exhorts them to go into a se­
cret place and there wait for the 
spirit .to “see” them, that he may re­
ward them openly. The Chinaman, 
beats his tom-tom and imagines that 
the exercise draws his Joss’ good will 
to him. The ghost-dancer lacerates 
himself with sharp instruments and 
beats the air and gyrates until he is 
exhausted. He even attaches to his 
breast, by means of a savage gash in 
the muscle of the chest, a cow’s head, 
and then bounds upwards and falls, 
until, the skin arid muscle tear out, or 
the spiritually mad savage falls faint 
to the ground. I have witnessed tire 
same phenomena among both blacks 
and whites, only differing in degrees 
of extravagance, I have seen women 
shout till they would fall lifeless, or 
seemingly so; to the floor,' while some 
stentorian-voiced marshal of the re­
ligious field was crying out to tire 
“Almighty” to come and walk in the 
midst of the throng.

When one professes to have ad­
vanced thoughts, and essays to teach 
the same to peojilerof intelligence, and 
then stands'up pri^Yolls up the eyes as 
if in a holy dream; it is fairly nau­
seating, especiailywhen preceding the 
lecture that i< to convey facts and 
truths with which to supplant error 
and superstitiou. il There is not a.bit 
more intelligence" in offering invoca­
tions to the so-^allfid dead than there 
is in doing the NauiP kind of ceremony 
when we desireu the company of our- 
earthly friends?" The usage of public 
demonstrations,in tbe way of petitions 
originated in tl^.ignorance of the far 
past. The relations of the living to 
the so-called dead," and to the unseen 
beings denominated gods and angels, 
were not understood, and copying 
from tho customs of the people, 
brought aboilt by the requirements of 
kings, they were wont to pay the def- 
fereuce to the heavenly superior's they 
had become habituated to offer to 
their kings and other so-called nobles. 
It is as silly and as inexcusable in 
Spiritualists to ape the forms and 
styles of orthodoxy as it is lamentable 
and pitiable to witness the educated 
American lapsing into the habit of 
cowering before that detestable thing 
called royalty. The curse of religious 
cannibalism will not have been done 
with until mediums are better taught, 
so that they will not fall into call­
ing themselves reverend, and making 
long prayers. Reforms on the other 
side are not facilitated by luggipg 
into our Spiritualistic exercises the 
paraphernalia of the Spanish and Bo­
man inquisitions. Tho spirit of pro­
gress on the mortal plane is shorn of 
its strength by entanglements with 
bald-headed and craven Churchianity.

Samuel Joseph Daily, M. D.

IMPORTANT QUESTION.
What Shall We Do with 

Frauds and Fakirs?

I only see there dwells within 
The smallest atom known, 

Within tho beams of radiant light 
From yonder day-orb thrown.

Within the tiniest flower that blooms 
• As in the star of night,

Within the tinkling, tiny rill 
Or ocean’s restless might.

Within the tremSLihg airs of eve, 
The tempest’s Wildest roar,

The faintest tint^bf morning light, 
The high moon’s strongest power.

Within the feeble'Infant’s wail, 
The full-voiced call of man, 

Bidding the work! stand still and gaze 
At some vast, outworked plan, •

Within the cry ofiorphau’e woe, 
Or grand philaqfhrophy _.

That reaches far ano,wide to bless 
Undone humanity.

The voice that owns wide the.door 
Imprisoning libirM,

The hand that strikes the shackles off 
From slaves ana sett them free.

Aye, within all the universe, 
Unseeable and still, 

Omniscient, omnipresent dwells 
A changeless, perfect Will.

The “I Am” power that works for aye, 
With purpose firm and true, 

Full manifested everywhere, 
But templed, Man, in you.

This is the God I love to own;
And by His power divine 1

I know no mete or tethering-bound— 
Infinity is mine. ..

I stand within the circling light 
Of cosmos, grandly free, 

My span the unmeasured reach of God, 
My home Eternity.
Elgin, Ill.. M. A. Congdon.

Baldness is often preceded or accom­
panied by grayness-of the hair. To pre­
vent both baldness and grayness,, use 
Hall’s Hair Renewer, an honest remedy.

SOME PLAIN STATEMENTS BY A PROM­
INENT WORKER, , AND ONE WHO 
STANDS HIGH IN THE ESTIMATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS.

For some time the papers have been 
devoting considerable space to the 
question, “What shall we do with the 
frauds aud fakirs in our ranks?” I 
have been waiting to hear a reply 
from some of our mediums, but as 
they do not seem to take the matter 
in hand, I wish to say something from 
the standpoint of a public worker.

While mediums are responsible for 
their own fraud and fakirism, there is 
a great deal of responsibility resting 
upon the so-called Spiritualists. Ask 
any medium who has been engaged in 
the public work for any length of 
time, and tliey will tell you—almost 
without exception—that they prefer 
the honest skeptic to the “old Spirit­
ualist.” Why? Because the Spirit­
world has given them nearly every­
thing it is possible to give, and they 
are still asking for more, They are 
veritable Oliver Twists.

It is this continual demand for the 
most astonishing phenomena that has 
given rise to the fakirism which has 
disgraced us in the past few years.

While in attendance at camps, I 
have heard many statements of this 
nature: “Don’t go to such a medium. 
I went there last night and there were 
twenty of us in attendance and we 
onbr got eight materializations. " Yet, 
on this occasion, a member of the 
circle was taken into the cabinet, and 
the fact of materialization was os 
clearly demonstrated as was possible. 
At the same time the individual was 
advised to attend another circle where 
no tests of any kind were given, but 
where materializations took place by 
wholesale.

The same rule holds good in other 
classes of manifestations. People are 
not satisfied to receive those manifes­
tations which can be given, but are 
continually reaching out after the im­
possible, These impossibilities are 
more frequently given by the impostor 
than by those who possess medium- 
istic power. Yet the individual who 
gives them is followed by the masses, 
and those who possess true medium­
ship and are giving all that is possible 
in a genuine way, are cast aside and 
allowed to live on starvation diet, 
while the impqstor, as long as it lasts, 
lives on the “milk and honey” of the 
land.

Realizing this, as many do, is it 
strange that even some of those who 
possess true mediumistic powers some­
times resort to the use of legerdemain 
and other artificial aids to their pow­
ers, in order to satisfy the people? I 
do not think it is. One of our lead­
ing mediums made this; statement to 
me: “The people demand more than 
it is in the power of mediums to give. 
I give all I can and use all I can get 
hold of. I would starve to death 
under the present demand for won­
ders if I did not do so. ”

Now, is it not strange that -people 
will do so? You say it is not true? 
It is only necessary for a person to 
follow any kind of phenomena] me­
diumship to have it demonstrated to 
him at once.

A lady, a private medium, who 
never took a cent of money for her 
work, told me she had to give it up 
for the reason that the people de­
manded that which she could not give. 
She. gave them all she could get from 
the Spirit-world, and then they hung 
on, saying; “Now, can’t yon get some­
thing else for me? I know my mother 
is here; can't you give me a word from 
her?’ and so on, until she declined to 
sit for them.

It seems to me that the remedy for 
fakirism lies right in the hands of the 
Spiritualists. Take a reasonable view 
of things. Instead of being simply 
phenomenonists, be a trifle philosoph­
ical, and use it in dealing with Spirit­
ualism. Do not demand impossibil­
ities. If you go to a materializing 
seance, it is not necessary to have 
anywhere from 100 to 200 forms ma­
terialize to demonstrate to the people 
that- it is a fact. In fact, most peo­
ple, who will leave their phenomenal 
ideas long enough to think, will be 
quite firmly convinced that such man­
ifestations require something more 
than casual observation to substan­
tiate:

A slate-writer is obliged to give 
messages written in gold and silver, 
paintings, and materialize flowers, to 
satisfy the sitter. One scratch or 
name, under fraud-proof conditions, 
is preferable.

I have known of old Spiritualists 
going to a test medium with two 
sheets of foolscap paper written full 
of questions. If those questions were 
not answered the medium's character 
was vilified afterwards. I have known 
of Well-to-do people, calling them­
selves Spiritualists, going to a me­
dium to get “half a sitting” at half 
price. But let some sleight-of-hand 
show, under the guise of Spiritualism, 

; come to the opera-house and give a 
.show and these individuals are there 
, in force.
' There is but one class of people who 
are responsible for the fraud in Spirit- 

lualism. That class is the Spiritual­
ists.. No one else. There is always 
someone to supply any demand, no 
matter what it is. As long as im­
possibilities are demanded, just so 
long will that' demand be supplied, 
and when the people see the suicidal 
policy they will change their ways and 
we will see an end of this cry of 
fraud.

Much as it is descried, Spiritualists 
must come down to some substantial 
basis. Much as it is opposed, there 
must be some standard adopted.

Much as the people denounce any­
thing that savors of paternalism, that 
must be adopted to a certain degree if 
we ever wish to stand iu the ranks of 
honor in the world. . ■ ■ .

I would be in favor of a National 
Board of Examination, (Let mediums 
who wish to do public work present 
themselves before that board and 
demonstrate to them their ability, un­
der all favorable circumstances, to do 
what they’ profess to be able to do. 
Then, if said individual is guilty of a 
breach of decorum or fraudulent work, 
let a trial be had, and if the charges 
are sustained, withdraw fellowship 
from them. The church would never 
have been the power it is had it gone 
on the hit-and-miss plan now in vogue 
among the Spiritualists. Then let the 
Spiritualists co-operate with the me 
diums; ask things that are reasonable, 
and you can soon purge your ranks of 
fraud by making it unprofitable for 
the fraudulent operator. As it stands 
now, let a person denounce a fraud 
and he is the injured person. This is 
true, even if the fraud is caught red­
handed.

Let us join together. Honest me­
diums will help you, and we will soon 
take a higher position and purge our 
ranks of impostors.

To the Editor:—Of things curious 
there is no end. They occur every­
where. Among the Voudoos, the 
Jesuits and the Dervishes, they can 
be found. Now comes a report from 
New York that there is a miracle­
worker there with a mystic ointment, 
•revealed to him in a vision of God.

His name is Patrick J. Dervin aud 
he is known as the ‘ ‘Wizard of Marion 
Street.”

Of unknown barks and herbs this 
plain man, with the mysteries of the 
witches of fable at his command, con­
cocts his strange potions, mixing 
them in a big iron pot. He tried them 
first upon himself, while he was suf­
fering agonies of torture from violent 
injury.

“One night while I lay upon my 
cot,” he said to a reporter for the 
New York Sunday Journal, “a most 
delicious and sublime feeling came 
over me. My excruciating pain, for 
the time, vanished. I had prayed 
every minute of my consciousness 
since entering the hospital, and I con­
tinued to do so then, with renewed 
fervor,

“Suddenly the space above my 
bed was illuminated by a light brighter 
than any I had ever seen before or 
since. There seemed to be the rush­
ing of a most delicate and refreshing 
air. Then I knew I was before my 
God. A voice spoke to me, telling 
me to make an ointment, apply it to 
my wounds and trust to be cured.

1 'Although the ointment was to be 
made from thirty-seven different barks 
and tea herbs, I remembered the 
names of all of them perfectly when I 
awoke in the morning. Some would 
say that I had a dream. It was no 
dream; I was perfectly conscious all 
the time.

“I sent for a friend of mine and 
instructed him to secure- for me the 
ingredients to make the ointment. As 
soon as the ointment was made I com­
menced to use it. It mended my 
broken bones and restored me to per­
fect health. ’’

Dervin is a large, well-built man, 
with blue eyes, brown hair, a brown 
moustache, which is turning gray, and 
a kindly face. He has the ah' of a 
Jesuit monk, and he immediately im­
presses one as being a man of God. 
No one could mistake him for any­
thing else.

The day Dervin prepares his Oint­
ment is a day of all days for him. He 
leaves his bed at four o’clock in the 
morning. For four hours he kneels

done, he places the herbs and barks 
in the pot and starts the fire.

It takes three hours for the ingre­
dients to -form tfie ointment, and dur­
ing all this time Dervin prays and 
performs fantastic ceremonies with 
strange passes and postures over the 
boiling pot. His long arms are now 
lowered to the ground, and now they 
are raised in a beseeching manner to 
heaven. In his long, loose, flowing 
dressing gown he presents an impress­
ive figure, a figure that is not of this 
practical nineteenth century age, but 
of some dark period of the Middle 
Ages, tho days of sorcerers and 
alchemists and miracle-workers. His 
eyes sparkle and occasionally bulge 
out, and then in a few seconds the 
lids slowly lower and he lies prostrate 
upon the floor.

As the cooking of the herbs and 
barks nears an end, Dervin lights 
seven strange and peculiarly-shaped 
lamps, which shed fantastic rays of 
seemingly different colored lights over 
the whole grotesque scene. When the 
work is done he takes the pot from 
the fire, his whole countenance aglow 
with happiness and radiant with a joy 
almost celestial.

Dervin gathers his barks and herbs 
in New Jersey. He does all the work 
himself, and devotes sixteen hours 
twice a week to the task. He sleeps 
but five hours out of twenty-four. 
The remainder of his time is devoted 
to carrying out the instructions he 
chums’he received'from God,

This man is undoubtedly a medium 
for Jesuit spirits, who may have ad­
vanced sufficiently to seo the necessity 
of doing some good to the world to 
partially atone for their devilish cru­
elty in the past He refuses to take 
any pay for any - cures that he’ may
perform. ,. JamesSylvus.
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Babbitt, LL. D., M. D. This comprise) 
the last part of Human Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15c. For sale at 
this office.

“Voltaire's Romances,” translated 
from the French. With numerous II 
lustrations. These lighter works of th< 
brilliant Frenchman, and Invincible en, 
emy of the Catholic Church, are worthy 
of wide reading, Wit, philosophy and . 
romance ore combined, with the skill o] 
a master mind. Price $1.50. For salt 
at this office.

“Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated.” Church people are caw 
tioned not to open this book, as its com. 
leal pictures, based on Bible texts, tend - 
to induce uncontrollable levity. It is a 
book for the freethinker who wishes W 
rest from busy cores, and drive away 
ennui. Price, in strong board covers. 
W: cloth. #1.50. For sale at this office. .

“Mahomet, the Illustrious." By God* 
frey Higgins, Esq. (Library of Liberal . 
Ciassies.) No author was better quail* 
fled to write an impartial and honest 
life of Mahomet than Godfrey Higgins, . ' 
and this volume Is intensely interesting, ' • 
It should be read in conjunction with 
Gibbon's work. For sale at this office. Y 
Price, 25 cents.

“Talleyrand's Letter to the Popo” will ' 3 
be found especially interesting to all ? !.; 
who would desire to make a study o| / 
Romanism and the Bible. The historic ./• 
facts he states, and his keen, scathing 
review of Romish ideas and practices : 
should bo read by all. Sold at thia S 
office. Price, 25 cents.

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to :\ 
Old Records,” Told by Paul Carus, 
This book is heartily commended to stu* 
dents of the science of religions, and tq : 
all who would gain a fair conception of 
Buddhism in its spirit and living priuci- .i 
pies. Spiritualist or Christian can ' 
scarcely read it without spiritual profit. ■ 
Price $1. For sale at this office. ?

“The Occult Forces of Sex.” By Loll 
Waisbrooker. Three pamphlets are env/; 
bodied in this volume, in which quest* 9 
ions of great importance to the race are 
discussed from the standpoint of an ad- S 
vanced social reformer. Price 50c. ' 1. ;

“The Missing Link in Modern Spirit* : 
ualism.” By A. Leah Underhill. A ' 
deeply interesting volume, of especial ” 
interest to all Spiritualists. A. Leah ? 
Underhill was one of the Fox Sistorsi 
with whom was the inception of the ’■ 
modern Spiritual movement. She nap 
rates many incidents and spiritual ow 
currences in the experiences of the Fox 
family. Price, cloth, $1.50, postpaid .

“Woman, Church and State.” By 
Matilda Joslyn Gage. A royal volume, : 
of more than common intrinsic value. ■ 
The subject is treated with masterly S 
ability; snowing what the church has

: and has not done for woman. It is full . 
of information oil the subject, and should , 
be read by everyone. Price $2, post^ 
paid, ' - -

“The Religion of the Future.” Bv 3, 
Weil. This is a work of far more than - 
ordinary power and value, by a bold. 9 
untrammeled thinker. Spiritualists whs , 
love deep, clear thought, reverent fol / 
truth alone, will be pleased with it, and 
well repaid by its perusal. For sale al 
this office. Price, cloth, $1.25: paper, . 
50 cents.

“The Priest, the Woman, and t'ui 
Confessional.” This book, by the well- 
known Father Chiniquy, reveals the de 
grading, impure influence and results ol 
the Romish confessional, as proved by 
the sad experience of many wrecked 
Ives. Price, by mall, #1. For sale a 
his office. .

“Atlantis: The Antediluvian World.* 
By Ignatius Donnelly Sums up all I» 
formation relative to the lost continent - 
of Atlantis. He regards the description: 
of it given by Plato as veritable history.. 
It u intensely interesting. Price IX ■'
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TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

SPOT HIM, SPIRITUALISTS!!

BY DR. R. B. WESTBROOK.

LAKE HELEN, FLORIDA,

It Was a -Great Success.

BY MOSES HULL,

EXCELLENT SUGGESTIONS.

As Presented by Dr. Greer.

BY A. B. FRENCH.

His Name is Dr. (?) Walker, of 
Stromburg, Nebraska.

A LONPBATTLE.

Price $1.50. For Sale at this Office.

Obsession Again.

—AND—

THE LAW OF NATURE,
• .% TO WU10H II ’ADDED .’.

Volney's Answer to Dr. Priestly, a Biographical Notice 
by Count Daru, and the Zodiacal Signs and 

Constellations by the Editor;
Also, a Map of the Astrological Heavena a 

the Ancientfl.

-IN THE-

A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF *
Rosultt of recent scientific research regarding thl 

origin, position and prospects of mankind.
From the German of

DB. LUDWIG BUCHNER,
Author of “Force and Matter," Essays on Nature and 

Science,” “Physiological Pictures,” “Six Lec­
tures on Darwin,” Etc.

. . . OF . ..

.. . OR . ..

To the principal passages of the Old and Neu 

Testament Scriptures which prove 

or imply Spiritualism^

Together with a brief history of the origin of many ol 
the Important books ot the Bible.

PRICE SI. FOR SALE AT THIS QFFICE.
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iCRflt survey 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^^♦♦♦♦'♦♦♦♦♦^Z

Khe Spiritualistic Field—Its 
|; Workers, Doings, Etc.

pg '' Bear in mind, please, that we cannot 
ftpublteh weekly reports of meetings, 

whenever a change is made in speak-
O ers, or anything of special interest, send 
tens a brief item, please. A great deal 
^‘han be expressed in a dozen lines; but 

long reports will not bo used. Meetings 
are of local interest only. Wo extend a 
cordial invitatiofi to all speakers to send 
In their appointments to lecture, and 
general movements, which will be real! 
by at least 40,000. We go to press early 
Monday morning, and-items must reacd 
us as early as Friday or Saturday in 
o rder to have immediate insertion
. Dr. Dean Clarke writes: “I did not 

accompany Dr. Schlessinger to Fuget 
.Sound as announced in a former issue. 
Some of his principles and mine do not 
•harmonize. He was born a Jew. He­
reditary tendencies are hard to over­
come, Let us be charitable, but above 

-all let us be - just. He is an excellent 
test medium, and does much good. I in­
tend to start East soon, and solicit lec­
ture engagements at once between here 
and Chicago. Would like to hear from 
friends in Salt Lake City, Denver, To­
peka and all along the Union Pacific 
railroad. Am open to camp-taeetiug en­
gagements for'the Summer. My inspi­
rational powers are better than ever. 
Terms to suit localities and times. Ad­
dress at once to Win. Tell House, First 
and Market streets, Portland, Ore,”

Geo. Holmes of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
having been elected secretary pf the 
Spiritual Association in this city, all let­
ters pertaining to the society should be 
addressed to him, ' •

Societies wishing the services of A- E. 
Tisdale for the camp-season of 1899, and 
also lecture season of 1899-97 may address 
him at 547 Bank street, New London, 
Conn.

The well-known lecturer, Geo. W. 
Kates, and the accomplished psychic, 
Mrs. Zaida Brown Kates, will present 
the higher aspects of Spiritualism in its 
religious,scientific and philosophic bear­
ings. Associated with them will be the 
accomplished and inspirational" musi­
cians, Professor Joseph Singerand Wal- 
fried Singer, performers on the harp, 
violin and mandolin. This combination 
will soon appear in public. Prof. Singer 
and his son Walfried are well and favor­
ably known in Chicago.

Mrs. L. E. Drake writes from Wat­
seka, Ill: “The Spiritual Research So­
ciety has been greatly bepelited by the 
lectures and work of Mr. G. H. Brooks, 
of Wheaton, Ill. During the past three 
weeks so much so that we hope to make 
aTeturn engagement with him in the 
near future. . We observed Sunday, 
March 22d, as the forty-eighth anniver­
sary day of modern Spiritualism, and 
had full houses at both lectures.. Mr. 
Brooks is quite a revivalist, having in­
creased our society by the addition of 
eleven new members, and there are 
others who have expressed their inten­
tion of uniting with us soon.” z

: H; Putner, of Washington, D. C., 
writes concerning obsession: “The only 
remedy ie, less imagination and more 
■will power.”

Alpha writes from Oxford, O.: “Words 
cannot express the joy find lightness of 
hpart that came to me through the 
knowledge of the truth concerning spirit 
communion. Whereas before hope 
seemed dead and life a burden, now hope 
revives and the future seems no longer 
dark. Through the instrumentality pf 
Frank T. Ripley, whose lectures and 
tests are so instructive and wonderful, 
was I led to the light. This is my trib­
ute to a noble and tireless worker in the 
cause of Spiritualism.”

It seems almost strange that, after all 
the warnings given against traveling 
tricksters posing as Spiritual mediums, 
and advertising in flaming handbills to 
give wonderful spiritual demonstrations 
—-at so much a head—Spiritualists will 
still allow themselves to be “taken in 
and done for” by such swindling impos­
tors. One of the latest occurrences of 
this swindling sort is reported from 
Roseburg, Oregon, where the “Henrie 
Beauseant,” "Kate Fox” combination 
recently demonstrated their swindling 
propensities by giving a fake spiritual 
show, The whole performance consisted 
of a few tiresome, weak tricks of jug­
glery, and at the end the disgusted au­
dience retired—the echo coming from 
all around: “I wish I had my money 
back.” Verily, “What fools these mor­
tals be!’’. is all the comfort we can give 
to the duped.
/ Members are wanted to join free cir­
cle for the development of mediumship 
by vital magnetism, to be held Monday 
evenings at 8 o'clock sharp, at Mrs. M. 
Gregory’s, 587 N. Clark street. Those 
preferred who are earnest and will come 
regularly and punctually.

Ben W. Barney is lecturing and giv­
ingtests at San Diego, Cal.
' J. C. F. Grumbine occupied the ros­
trum of the St. Paul (Minnesota) Spir­
itual Alliance the last three Sun­
days of March. The audiences were 
uniformly large and appreciative. Mr. 
Grumbine writes: “Walter Howell is 
giving perfect satisfaction and will re­
main in St. Paul and minister to the Al­
liance during the months of April and 
May. Societies near St. Paul will do 
well to engage Mr. Howell for week­
evenings. His address is 219 Bates av­
enue, St. Paul. Minn. He is an eloquent 
inspirational speaker, fearless, true, ev­
olutionary and brilliant. He makes 
friends for the cause and is a splendid 
Organizer.” Mr. Grumbine will be in 
St. Louis, Mo., in April and will answer 
calls to lecture week-nights while there. 
He.will also, for the first time, give his 
teachings on "clairvoyance.” In May 
he goes to Milwaukee and will accept a 
few engagements from societies near 
this city. He lectured at Ashland, Wis., 
the evenings of March 24, 25,26. Mr. 
Grumbine says: “We hear good reports 
of the work of Mr. Hodge, and white the 
society has had much to contend with 
this winter, it is again on its feet and 
means to triumph over all obstacles. 
We return there in 'June. The Pro­
gressive Thinker is very popular 
here.’’

M. W- Lyman writes from Springfield, 
Mass.: “Theodore F. Price, of Phila­
delphia; lectured and gave tests to large 
audiences here March 22. He is an elo­
quent' and entertaining speaker, very 
progressive and liberal, and his tests are 
Ms good as the best. At the close of the 
lectures there were many requests for 
private sittings. Dr. Price will occupy 
Our platform again March 29, Societies 
.Mil do well to engage him; every mo­
ment of his time should be taken up. 
The anniversary will be appropriately 

^celebrated here. ' Mrs. Valmer, of Port- 
^"Tatid, Me., and Mrs. May S. Pepper, 
&><have been engaged. The annual meet­

ing of the First Spiritualist Society 
flakes place March 24th.”
B'A. A. Cate, of Haverhill, Mass., 
ft;>Tites: “I had no idea of the extensive 

drctilatlon.of your most excellent paper 
K^tmtil since answering the brother’s let- 
K fcir in response to my communication— 

ah many, many anxious hearts have 
E.wrltten me; so many sitting in the 
K-ijhiidows; so many, have thanked me for 
E. ai/cheering words. It has opened a

Wide field of thought in many Riinde, 
and sent cheering’ rays pf hopo; to so 
many that seemed id .be in hopeless de­
spair! ‘ It has set the cWoijd of sympathy 
-vibrating and hade tile saddened ones 
look ’ up 'andi be of goodcheer. I roin 
Maine tp California, from; the North to 
the South-J' five' received letters, and 
they7areWil'coming, and ! want to 
thanklypu to? all, that you have helped 
to cheer and bnlighten: by being the in­
strument through which my message 
reached so uiariy sorrowing hearts.”

Lyman C. Howe has been lecturing at 
Pittsburg, Pa. He has officiated lately 
at three funerals—one at McKeesport, 
the deceased being. Hiram Sword, aged 
14; and two at Fairhaven, four miles 
from Pittsburg, both in the family of 
Archibald Kennedy.

Mrs. Jennie Hagan-Jackson is meeting 
with a very cordial reception in the 
East. March 31st she is to speak at 
Ayres’ Spiritual Temple. She has also 
an engagement to speak two Sundays of 
Apr J at Worcester, Mass. Her en­
gagement at Norwich, Ct., was very suc­
cessful.

Will C. Hodge, inspirational speaker, 
will respond to calls for funerals, Sunday 
or week-evening meetings, within a 
reasonable distance from Milwaukee, 
where he is now located until the open­
ing of Clinton Camp. Address him at 
710 Prairie street. ' ’

Prof. P. O. Hudson,, the' balladist, 
composer and violinist,’can be engaged 
to sing for societies within a radius of 
fifty miles from Bay City, Mich., for 
funerals and meetings of all kinds. 
Write for terms as above.

Mrs. Georgina McIntyre, the accom­
plished Delsarte and elocutionary teach­
er of the School of Development, 1891 
Washington boulevard, bas sent ub a 
very attractive programme of her truly 
artistic monthly elocutionary and mus­
ical recital, given by her pupils, on Mon­
day evening, March 30, at Rehman’s 
Hall, 2074 W. Lake .street, near 41st 
street. An admission fee of 25 cents for 
adults and 10 cents 'for children will be 
charged. An enjoyable time for all is 
assured and our spiritual friends will be 
unusually interested in “Vertusia’s As­
tral Flight,” which will be rendered by 
Mrs. Georgina McIntyre, it being her 
own composition.

M. S. writes from Detroit, Mich.: 
“Does it not seem a grand and wonder­
ful privilege for those.who every recur­
ring Sunday listen to a noble and master­
ly address from the Spirit-world in an­
swer to any subject, however varied, 
handed up from an audience. The mem­
bers of the Philosophical Society of De­
troit, who meet at Hanna and Noyes 
Hall, 8 Witherell street, are fully con­
scious of this while listening to their 
lecturer and medium, Mrs. Nellie S. 
Baade. Her lecture of March 22 on the 
questions received ‘in regard to the 
power of the mind over the body, if 
spirits ever felt disease, and what the 
future life of animals would be, was, in­
deed, an excellent address. I have ob­
served a number of people who entered 
the dear little hall seemingly out of cu­
riosity, and, after hearing the lecture 
and tests, return, with few exceptions, 
on each following Sunday, until, like 
the writer, it is safe to say, they look 
eagerly forward from one Sunday to the 
next to come, knowing they are sure to 
hear some grand, new truth, or receive 
some little seed of hope to brighten the 
coming days. The music is always of 
the best, and Mrs, Baade's tests at the 
close of the services are remarkable. It 
is seldom that loved relatives or friends 
are not recognized, sometimes with 
tears from hearts who still mourn. Her 
messages from those in the other world 
are like dew on the flowers to bereaved 
ones, who so long for one glimpse of the 
dear departed."

Mrs. Mariam Hughes writes: “Spirit­
ualists of River Falls, Wis., have been 
greatly refreshed by the presence among 
them of Mrs. T. D. Kayner, of Chicago. 
She gave lectures here on the evenings 
of March 18 and 19, at the home of Mrs. 
L. C. Wright, whose doors were thrown 
wide open to the public. We find Mrs. 
Kayner a lady of pleasing personality, 
which, added to her wondrous power as 
a medium, inspires the listener with a 
desire to hear again, and learn more. 
She left our little city with a unanimous 
request for a speedy return, which we 
hope to see granted at the close of her 
engagement at Minneapolis. Believing 
there are to be good results in agitation, 
we are pleased to see the honest investi­
gator and curiosity seeker In contro­
versy over truths given in lecture or 
test by this earnest worker.”

W. A. Rozelle writes from Cleveland, 
Ohio: “Our meetings are doing well. 
Brother Kenyon is still with us. Cleve­
land’s Maggie Gaule—Mrs. Nellie Mosier 
—is giving tests at the close of the lec­
tures. She never fails to bring a full 
house, and all are recognized.”

May L. Goodrich and Master Sammie 
Goodrich, platform test mediums, late of 
Portland, Me., have located in Chicago, 
at 1514 Wabash avenue, where they can 
be addressed for engagements.

J. M. Hodson thinks Dr. Holbrook's 
offer of $100 for materializations should 
be accepted at once, and tho matter 
conclusively settled. A great many 
others are of the same opinion, and won­
der that none of the many materializing 
mediums accept his offer and proceed to 
demonstrate the fact of that phase of 
phenomena.

Clara Marsh writes from Rochester, 
Mich.: "My parlor lecture of Sunday, 

.March 15, was well attended and con­
siderable interest manifested. The sub­
ject discussed by my guides was: ‘The 
Mission of Flowers,’with a chart illus­
tration. ‘To beautify the earth and fill 
it with fragrance: to teach mankind to 
cultivate a love for the beautiful; to dis­
close to the inner life the love of the 
Father who faghioned the flowers for 
tbe comfort and enjoyment of all his 
children, is the mission of all the floral 
kingdom.’ Said the guide: ‘Cultivate in 
the gardbn of your souls the lovely 
flowers of kindness, charity and forgive­
ness, so that you may help to brignten 
some life, even as the flowers brighten 
up mother earth. All may not be shin­
ing lights, but each and every one may 
find some little corner in which to 
work and bless mankind. If your work 
is like unto that of the modest violet, 
then do it bravely, and shed the frag­
rance of your gifts on all you can reach, 
and so do'your partin uplifting human­
ity.’” '

C. G. Brown writes from Santa Ana, 
Cal.: “While our cause seems as if in a 
languishing condition, yet a develop­
ment like the cloud not bigger than a 
man’s hand is seen,' Which is stirring 
up some of the so-called liberal element 
of the church, and which causes some to 
question the necessityof-a Spiritualistic 
organization, as I we have the place in 
ours for you.’ Spiritualists don’tall see 
it in this light, hence they seek another 
fold, under their own vine and fig-tree. 
Through the earnest workers among us, 
Mrs. E. L. Barnett, of Los. Angeles, 
Cal., the psychometric and t^st medium, 
and her husband, a composer of music, 
and daughter Zoe, 13 years of age and a 
beautiful singer, with Mr.; B.. tanking 
music under inspiration that will charm 
and delight an audience. Under Mrs. 
B.’s instrumentality were started Sun­
day afternoon meetings, to read and 
speak upon spiritual subjects. Circles 
are held and a few developing mediums 
are the result Mrs. Barnett, yester­
day, March 15, met a large gathering of. 
friends, not all Spiritualists, and gave 
satisfactory tests, theoldestSpiritualists 
declaring they had not seen her equal

ter fine tests. She may go to Europe 
and expects to visit the camp-meetings 
on her way.” .

D. L. Carpenter, of Ft. Wayne, Ind., 
writes approvingly of the good work go. 
ing on there Mr. Sprague’s lectures 
are well attended and most excellent. 
Mrs. Hibbits, of Muncie, gave a benefit 
to the society. She is a splendid medi­
um. One gentleman received a message 
in Greek, and several in French and 
German. Dr. H. V. gweringen will de­
liver an anniversary address, followed 
by tests by Mr. Sprague.

W. B. Wade, of Portland, Oregon, 
writes: “One year ago I was a skeptic 
in Seattle,‘Wash., and through curiosity 
I went to a circle conducted by Mrs 
Zwemer, a reliable test medium. She 
gave me a test that brought me to inves­
tigating. She told me of my dear de­
parted mother, how she passed away, 
and she also gave me a message from my 
departed sister. A short time ago I met 
her in this city, She is doing some good 
work here among skepticsand Spiritual­
ists. I am now fully convinced of spirit 
return. She lias two daughters, about 
10 and 12 years old, that are mediums. 
At times they are controlled in the cir­
cles and get splendid tests.”

E. C. G. writes from Nessen City, 
Mich.: “Dr. W. O. Knowles, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., has been with us. An 
appreciative audience, although not nu­
merically strong, was present through 
his course of three lectures. The Doc­
tor is a medium of marked ability, thor­
oughly conversant with any subject per­
taining to that grand, true and beautiful 
philosophy, Spiritualism. Even scoffers 
gave excellent attention to the eloquent 
and masterly manner in which he hand­
led each and every question. Not a 
harsh or discordant note was indulged 
in from the platform, nor a murmur of 
disapprobation from the audience. His 
private readings were most successful, 
and nothing but praise is meted out by 
those who participated. Dr. Knowles 
has our feeling of gratitude for minis­
tering to our wants, and we look forward 
at no distant date to succeed that meet­
ing with one so able and earnest in the 
good work. We bespeak for him that 
courtesy extended by our people to any 
community requiring his services.”

F. Cordon White, having completed 
his engagement at St. Louis, Mo., goes 
to Indianapolis, Ind. 'His address there 
is at 38 W. St. Clair street. He will re­
turn to Chicago September 1, for an in­
definite time.

Carrie Fuller Weatherford will lec­
ture and give tests in Omaha, Neb., for 
April. Sne can be engaged for week­
night services. Address general deliv­
ery.

G. G. W. Van Horn writes: “A grand 
literary musical entertainment and tes­
timonial benefit tendered to the honored 
co-worker and medium’s friend, G. L. S. 
Jenifer, the worthy president of the I. 
S. S. A., and the P. H. 8. A., (under the 
auspices of the People's Helping JIand 
Congress) will be held at Bricklayers' 
Hall, 93 S. Peoria street, Thursday 
evening, April 9th, 1899, at 8 p.m. A 
first-class programme of professional, 
musical and literary talent who are well- 
known, have kindly volunteered on this 
memorial occasion. A grand ball and 
social will take place at the conclusion 
of the entertainment, ted by A. F. Jen­
nings’, Columbia Orchestra. Tickets of 
admission, 25 cts. For sate at all the 
public halls in the city, where spiritual­
istic meetings are held. Tickets to ball 
and social, gents 25 cents; iadies free. 
See programme. The whole affair will 
be interesting and amusing. Come ear­
ly for seats and push it along. ’’

G. W. Eichelberger writes: “The 
•First Spiritualist Society of the South 
Side, now located at the new Masonic 
Temple, 3120 Forest avenue, have se­
cured the services of Mrs. Emma Nick­
erson Warne as their speaker for the 
months of April and May. Mrs. Warne 
is justly regarded as one of the best 
inspirational speakers on the splrstual 
rostrum to-day. Forcible, logical, with 
rare gift of delivery, her lectures upon 
the spiritual philosophy evoke the praise 
and favorable comment of the many 
large'audlences who have the pleasure 
of listening to her. After the very suc­
cessful season of a year and a half of the 
grand presentation of the phenomena, 
through the medial gifts of Mrs. Ada 
Foye, we are now to be treated to the 
beautiful philosophy, with its inspiring 
thought, instructive lessons, and higher 
knowledge of tho life immortal. Large 
and appreciative audiences will greet 
her during her engagement.”

Bishop A. Beals will speak for the 
First Spiritual Society at Portland,Ore., 
two months, commencing the last Sun­
day in April and closing the third Sun­
day in June—the 21st. He is engaged 
in Summerland, Cal., for both societies 
until the last Sunday in April. He will 
be pleased to hear from societies in tho 
vicinity of Potrland, Ore., during his 
engagement there for week-night meet­
ings on liberal terms.

Mrs. S. E. Bromwell is stopping tem­
porarily at Danville, Ill., where sno will 
utilize her mediumspip in convincing 
skeptics. ■

Geo. H. Brooks has lately closed a 
successful engagement at Watseka, Ill. 
During the month of April he goes to 
Ludington. Mich. Will respond to lec­
ture in the vicinity, or attend funerals..

Dr. T. Wilkins writes, promising more 
next week: “The Anniversary services 
at the Schiller theater, under the man­
agement of The First Spiritualist 
Church and Sunday-school, was a grand 
success in every way, even to the full­
ness of that spacious building. The sub­
ject for Mrs. Richmond’s Easter address 
next Sunday will be—“Life, Death and 
the Resurrection, from a spiritual stand­
point.” . ’

Dr. C. W. Hidden, is in the South 
creating a sensation with his hypnotic 
powers. The Evening News, of Tampa, 
Fla., gives him some flattering notices. 
The Dr. says: “I shall remain in Tampa 
until Morning next, when I start for De 
Leon Springs, to remain until Wednes­
day. The next stop will be at St. Au- 
.gustine, where I spend three days; 
thence on to Jacksonville, where I am 
to stay ten days. After my Jackson­
ville engagement, I go to Savannah, 
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York, Springfield, Boston, and to 
my home in Newburyport,. Mass., Arriv­
ing there on or about May 1st. I shall 
remain in Newburyport until the third 
week in July, when.1 am under contract 
to make a tour of four of the large camp 
meetings in New England, viz: Onset, 
Niantic, Lake Pleasant and Queen City 
Park. I am receiving letters offering 
appointments from all over the South, 
but by reason of previous engagements 
cannot change the route already out­
lined. I hope, however to return south 
again next winter, and .if I do, you may 
rest assured that I shall spend a longer 
period in Tampa that I am able to do on 
my present trip.”

Right Living.” By Susan H. Wixon 
The author shows a wise practicality in 
her method of teaching the principle of 
ethics. She illustrates her subject with 
many brief narratives and anecdotes, 
which render the book more interesting 
and more easily comprehended. It is 
especially adapted for use in Children’s 
Lyceum. In the hands of mothers add 
teachers it may be made very useful. 
Young and old will be benefited by it 
Cloth $1 For saleatthisoffice. '

Patience is not passive; on the con 
trary, it is active; it is concentrated 
strength —Anon.

Liberalism Against Orthodox 
Theplog}Min Wash- 

ingjton.
To the Editor:—We have had a long 

battle in- Washington against Sunday 
laws, which have peen presented to Con­
gress by National / Refoi'mers, Brother 
Crafts and his friends, and endorsed by 
Bishop Keane, of Cojumbia University. 
Our genial co-laborer, Dr. Croffut, has 
nicknamed them "the celestial lobby,” 
and has arranged the enclosed bill that 
they may have a chance to oppose one 
that many people in this city endorse. 
One of this kind a few years ago 
called forth three thousand petitioners, 
who placed themselves on record as de-' 
siring such a bill passed. The bill by 
Dr. Croffut has caused a sensation in 
both the Orthodox and Catholic circles, 
and is as follows:

“A bill to regulate labor and business 
on Sunday in the District of Columbia.

“Be it resolved, &c., That the heads 
of government departments or bureaus, 
the courts of justice; and the board of 
trustees of common schools in Washing­
ton, shall not, except as herein after 
provided, require subordinate officers or 
employes to perform work on or during 
Sunday; provided, however, that noth­
ing herein contained shall apply to the 
Executive Department, the Capitol, the 
Navy Yard, the Weather Bureau, the 
Metropolitan Police, or the employes 
about the courts, the police stations, the 
jai! or the District buildings.

“2. That it shall not be lawful for any 
person to keep open on Sunday any 
place of business for the transaction of 
business in which money is received, ex­
cept restaurants, apothecaries, physi­
cians, bakers, undertakers, venders of 
miik, venders of Ice, venders of fruit or 
other perishable merchandise, venders 
of soda water, ice Cream or refresh­
ments other than intoxicants, publishers 
and venders of newspapers, telegraph 
and telephone operators, street car, 
railroad, steamboat, herdic and omnibus 
companies, hotels and hoarding-house 
keepers, and salaried preachers, jani­
tors, livery-stable keepers, and other 
persons whose business contributes to 
the comfort or instruction of the public, 
and is not of such a nature as to disturb 
public assemblies, or the peace or good 
order of the community, ’

"3 That public assemblies of any kind 
held on Sunday shall be conducted in a 
quiet and orderly manner,so,as not to in­
terfere with the peace and comfort of 
residents in their neighborhood.

“4. That no church bells shall be rung 
before 8 o’clock a. m., or after 7 o'clock 
p. m., and no bell shall be rung more 
than two minutes at a time or oftener 
than every half hour,,,

“5. That the Congressional Library, 
National Museumo^njthsonian Institu­
tion, Monument, and; Capitol shall be 
kept open on Sundays,, from 9 o'clock in 
the forenoon to 4 ^o'clock in the after­
noon, for the accommodation of the 
public. . , -ni

“(i. That the penalty for the willful 
violation of any ofnthft provisions of this 
act shall be a fine • nofoexceeding twenty 
dollars ($20), or Imprisonment not ex­
ceeding ten days,at tbe discretion of the 
court; out it shall ,bB-a sufficient defense 
to a prosecution for labor on Sunday that 
the defendant usually keeps another 
day of the week asia day of rest.

“7. That all acts and- parts of acts in­
consistent with this, act are, hereby re­
peated.” . b,.i-

Tbe W. C. T. U.<( .National Reformers, 
and Catholic bishops have been pushing 
Sunday lawin Congress uptodate, using 
Jesuitical methods. We trust this bill 
will bring them out of ambush, that we 
may meet in public debate those who de­
liberately confess that they want the 
church to dictate legislation, and legis­
lators enact such dictation into law 
forthwith.

The time has come when all liberty­
loving citizens must say to all priests, 
Catholic and Protestant: "We do not de­
sire to meddle with you or your religion 
as long as you mind your own business, 
but we Insist that hereafter you must 
not meddle in any way whatsoever with 
the affairs of State.”

Francis B. Woodbury, 
Seo’y. N. S. A.

The Cause in -Waukesha.
This “Saratoga of the West,’’ situated 

twenty miles from Milwaukee, contains 
but few Spiritualists,' although there is 
qpite a large element of agnostics and 
free-thinkers.

The Universalists have lately estab­
lished a series of meetings at the G. A. 
R. hall, with good results, meeting ev­
ery other Sunday. A few, however,, be­
lieving the time ripe for something in 
the way of the spiritual philosophy, it 
was decided to try and ‘find if there was 
sufficient interest among the people to 
turn out and listen to what might be 
said.

The result was beyohd our utmost ex­
pectations, having at the first meeting 
an audience of more than sixty, and on 
the second Sunday this was increased to 
more than one hundred. It has never 
been my fortune to speak to a more in­
telligent and interested audience than 
on these two occasions.

Our parlor meeting was held at the 
home of Mrs. M. E; Billings, and a more 
hungry people for the facts and philoso­
phy of Spiritualism \vould be hard to 
find.

The old church dogmas no longer sat­
isfy the minds and hearts of the masses, 
and they will not longer rest without 
knowledge. .

Dr. T. Babcock, a superior magnetic 
healer, resides here, as dees Mrs. Fox, 
one of our best mediums. ' •

These, with the Gault family, Mr. 
Curtiss, the efficient chairman, Uncle 
John Wagner, whb ’’•is nearly eighty 
years of age and anVlld-fime Spiritualist, 
with one or two others1 whose names I 
cannot now recall, constitute the num­
ber of out-and-out Spiritualists. "

Our young friend, Ch'hrlie Root, who 
is totally blind, Baited much to the 
pleasure and harmony of the meetings 
by his superior piatlb playing.

Ho is also clairvp^ard and clairaudi- 
ent, as is his mother, ;and in the musical 
field he bids fair toTJecpme noted. ( 

- It was the general. .Opinion that these 
meetings should b^' continued and ar­
rangements will be”^n|ae for further ef­
forts in the near fMjira, . '

Owing to my duties'as secretary of 
the-Mississippi VaUeyiAssociation, I am 
obliged to make Milwaukee iny head­
quarters until the opening of our annual 
camp-meeting, but will respond to calls 
for Sundays mt week-evenings within 
reasonable distance of Milwaukee, and 
on .most liberal terms.

Will C. Hodge.

“Mahomet, His Birth, Character and 
Doctrin.” By Edward Gibbons. This 
is Nd. 6 of the Library of Liberal Clas­
sics. Itis conceded to be historically 
correct, ahdi so .exact and perfect in 
every detail as to be practically beyond 
the reach of adverse criticism. Price, 
25 cents. For sale at this office.

“The Watseka Wonder.” To the stu­
dent of psychic phenomena,' this pam­
phlet is intensely interesting. It gives 
detailed accounts of twp.cases of “double 
consciousness/* namely .Mary Lurahcy 
Vennum of Watseka, Ill,, and -Mary 
Reynolds of Venango county,. Pa. For 
Bale at this office. Price 15b.

How Long Are the Spiritual 
ists Going to Stand 

Such Nonsense?
This is becoming monotonous. News 

comes from the spiritualistic press that 
another worker has been feeling the 
power of the law which declare that no® 
matter how capable, you must not heal 
the sick unless sanctioned by the so- 
called regular doctors,-who generally 
manage to secure the passage of a bill 
which makes it a crime for a magnetic 
healer to practice, and cure his fellow­
man of disease,

It appears'as if the Spiritualists were 
untrue to their convictions, and unwor­
thy of the light they have received, or 
they would rise in their might, and like 
William Lloyd Garrison, declare that 
they had something to say and must be 
heard. The arrest of Dr. P. S. George 
is the latest attack upon Spiritualists, 
and as secretary of the Nebraska State 
Associatiop, and State agent for the N. 
S. A., he is entitled to the immediate 
attention of the Spiritualists.

Of course as long as the law exists 
upon the statute books under which we 
feel he has been unjustly imprisoned, 
there is no chance for the permanent 
settlement of his case, or similar cases; 
but while every effort ought to be made 
to secure an amendment to that law, as 
soon as possible, what is to become, in 
the meantime of the family of Dr. 
George, -whose support has been taken 
away?

Shall we visit him in prison and tell 
him that we are sorry for him, but can 
do nothing, or shall we, like true work­
ers in the field of progression, do our 
part to financially aid him?

How much longer sh^ll the Spiritual­
ists be content to sit idly by and discuss 
the tariff, the money question, the silver 
bill or the possibilities of the candidates 
for the next presidential election, when 
human hearts are aching, when human 
hearts are breaking because of the in- 
iustice of the existing laws which mar 
he statute books of the various States?

Where are the influential and wealthy 
Spiritualists in this crisis? How can 
they be content to give of their money 
towards the support of -the churches, as 
so many of them do, and shut their eyes 
to the fact that every day mediums are 
being persecuted in one form or the 
other?

The decision in the Pond will case in 
Hartford, Conn., ought to be an object 
lesson to all Spiritualists. That twelve 
men should have the right to break a 
man’s will which was drawn so care­
fully as Mr. Pond’s was, showing the ex­
treme care he had taken to provide for 
ail who were entitled to his bounty, and 
at the same time leave a monument to 
his love for his country, by donating a 
park to his fellow citizens, this is rele­
gating a power to a few, which not only 
places a fearful responsibility upon them 
but is a flagrant injustice to the man 
whose voice is stilled in death. It would 
be a good thing for every one who pur­
posed making a will to have his sanity 
tested, especially if he waaa Spiritualist. 
Mr. Pond was a Spiritualist and as such 
was held upto ridicule.

Let all Spiritualists rally round their 
mediums. Let all these unjust laws be 
repealed or amended, but in the mean­
time remember that a husband and 
father is separated from his family, is 
incarcerated in the prison cell in Ne- 
bi-aska because he dared heal tbe sick, 
without the consent of the regulars, and 
do what you can to help them in this 
hour of trial.

Always for the defense of medium­
ship. Yours truly,

M. E. Cadwallader.

three very successful seances, which 
will, in the near future, bring good fruit, 
as many people were set to thinking and 
asking about our beautiful philosophy.

Mr. and Mrs. O. L. Concannon, Dr. 
Hidden and myself reached Tampa, Fri­
day afternoon, and were entertained by 
Mr. Parcel!, in behalf of the spiritual 
society hero. We have not had much 
opportunity to see the friends here yet, 
so cannot speak of them. I have not 
done any work to speak of while in Flor­
ida, as my health was not good when I 
left New York, but it has much improved 
under the balmy air of this sunny land. 
With best wishes for The Progressive 
Thinker. C. H. Figuers, M. D.

To the Editor:—In a private letter 
from P. S. George, who is now confined 
in the Polk County Jail, Nebraska, for 
healing the sick, Mr. George states he 
was “looked up in a cell wnerenofire 
had been for several months, conse­
quently a severe eold was the result, 
and complete prostration for seven 
days.” Isn't that pretty nearly a "sure 
case for damages?” Strikes me it is. 
He further states; “I had a call from 
one' Dr. Walker, of Stromburg, dry be­
fore yesterday—the one who filed the 
original complaint against me. He 
came to me while lying on my sick bed, 
unable to sit up, and threatened me with 
another arrest if I ever went back to 
Stromburg again to see any patients. 
Then he advised me to quit healing the 
sick and give dp Spiritualism. I in­
formed him that not while I continued 
to breathe, or while the blood coursed 
through my veins, would I cease to work 
in this cause.”

“He is a Cathoiio."
How are we to arouse ourselves from 

this stupor that has befogged our brains 
to the extent that we cannot see a hole 
in a wall?

This instance is indicative of what 
would immediately follow the “God in 
the Constitution" act. It is easy enough 
to see that the gigantic “triangle" of 
tyranny, viz — Churchianity, medical 
tyranny and legal tyranny, rilles the en­
tire governmental system at the expense 
of justice. ’

The church side rings when hit; the 
vibrations are caught up and augmented 
by the medical side, which conducts 
them, with increased velocity and power, 
to the lawyer’s office, which in turn 
must vibrate under the connecting prin­
ciple that binds them all together.

Soon another statue will be placed in 
the Capitol at Washington. He must be 
a Catholic physieian. Then it must fol­
low that the lawyer, a Cathoiio states­
man (?), must join his colleagues, and 
the future generations must cross them­
selves and dip the finger in dirty “holy 
water”and devoutly cross themselves be­
fore they enter the Nation’s Capitol to 
kneel to the head "father” of our 
country.

How does the prospective picture look 
to you? Hadn't we better cease think­
ing that the "spirit-world” will take 
care of us, in our laziness, and wake up 
and do something? It strikes me very 
forcibly that we had better let the “ina- 
hatmas,” the "mystics," and the "Ori­
entals,’’ perform their mystical feats, 
irrespective of our practical, sweet now 
and now.

Spot all doctors who are under the 
influence of Catholicism or any political 
religion. Keep aloof from the lawyer 
who favors sectarianism. They each 
and all will follow the example of the 
“devil-fish,” aud swallow or crush you.

Now that the camp-meeting at Lake 
Helen (or, as it should be called. Colby’ 
Lake) is a thing of the past, it is well 
that something should be given of- the 
work done there, both by mediums as 
well as others. On February 9 the open­
ing address was given by that widelj- 
known and universally-beloved spirit, 
Senaca, who controlled his instrument, 

•Geo. Colby, in his usually earnest man­
ner, there being present many who, like 
some others, came to laugh but re­
mained to pray. The feeling manifested 
from the first day increased in earnest­
ness until the close, there being many 
thinking men and women present, from 
time to time, who were zealous in their 
search for truth, and while the better 
educated class were attracted, there 
was much interest evinced by the na­
tives, who will ever bear a closer ac­
quaintance, as they are, in the main, 
honest and industrious people, notwith­
standing bo much has been written and 
said to the contrary.

Carrie Twing was at her best white at 
Lake Colby, and by her plain and practi­
cal way of presenting the truths and 
beauties of Spiritualism won all who 
listened to her. Dr. Hidden also gave 
several lectures, which were listened to 
with much interest. Hispractical exhi­
bition of his power as a hypnotist was 
much appreciated by his large audience. 
He also gave some wonderful examples 
of his power as a healer.

Mrs. Edella D. Concannon, who, al­
though far from well, Sunday after Sun­
day held the audience spellbound with 
her descriptions of spirits.

Mr. O. L. Concannon, the widely- 
known materializing medium, held a 
number of seances, and at the elose of 
each the universal feeling was that it 
was good to be there.

Mrs. Kate Stites, of Boston, was also 
present and did some excellent work, 
both as a speaker and as a test medium. 
Mrs. J. De Bartholomew, trumpet me­
dium, late of Cincinnati, was present and 
gave universal satisfaction in her sit­
tings.

The meeting closed Sunday, March 15, 
to the regret of all present, as a good 
work was oeing done and all were loth 
to leave. But the hour for parting came 
and amid kisses and warm handclasps 
we bade adieu to many friends, with the 
hope of meeting them again next year.

The hotel was run by Mr. C. H. Greg­
ory, in a fairly good manner. There are 
many cottages under contract which will 
be finished for the season of 1897. Mr. 
O. L. Concannon built the first this 
season; Dr. Brigham; of Boston, the sec­
ond; Mrs. Carrie Pratt, of Boston, being 
third; Mrs. Hale, of Boston. Mr. J. D. 
Palmer has the foundation of his cottage 
all ready. ,

Mr. Parcell, of Tampa, Fla., Mr. 
Hateh, of Daytona, Fla.; Mr. Wills, of 

‘Michigan; Mrs. Woodworth, of Mont­
gomery, Ala.; Mrs. J. De Bartholomew,- 
of Jacksonville, - Fla., and many others, 
including myself, will build neat cottages. 
Some of them will be lar^e enough 
for furnished rooms, which will be let at 
a cheap rate. - , • ' <

This camp has come to stay, and while: 
Chicago was hardly represented here it 
will be well for some of the friends in 
that city to remember when they come 
South next winter that they will find 
friendsand a warm welcome at Lake 
Colby, near Lake Helen. ’

Mrs. Emma Huff and Mr. Geo. Colby 
were untiring in their efforts to make 
everyone feel at home and have a good 
time. ■ . '

Mr. O. G. Concannon, after camp was’ 
over, went to Daytona, Fla., and held

Touching this department of spiritual 
inquiry, I nave of late felt a very deep 
interest, and since you kindly printed 
my article—February 29th—I learn from 
the many interesting letters I have re­
ceived that the class of spiritual stu­
dents known as mediums is in possession 
of a mass of facts bearing directly on 
the relation of half-developed spirits out 
of the body to those in active life here, 
which, if arranged and printed in sys­
tematic form, would surprise even those 
who assume to be teachers of spiritual 
philosophy.

For all the trials and sorrows of life 
there are sweet compensations, which 
awaken courage and hope and guide us 
to a higher plane of thought and action. 
In the letters referred to, I have found 
such salutary information and kind en­
couragement-founded on the actual ex­
perience of the writers—resting on a 
natural law of spirit unfoldment—that I 
almost feel compensated for a year of in­
describable suffering.

It is high time that the facts about ob­
session were made known and impressed 
upon the minds of men and women ev­
erywhere—in private and public life. 
The welfare of society demands it, char­
ity and benevolence demand it, an en­
lightened system of jurisprudence re­
quires it. Every year, every month we 
are sending half-developed spirits into 
the eternal world, who cling to earthly 
life and habits, ignorant of the way of 
truth and a higher life. Do we realize 
the extent of their influence in the dark 
ways of crime and vice? Does anyone 
suppose that gentlemen criminals—if 
that expression is allowable—will leave 
their favorite haunts and their compan­
ions in gilded vice as soon as they step 
out of the physical frame? If anyone 
does so believe he has something im­
portant to learn.

Let the facts relative to obsessing in­
fluences be known. By and by they will 
be believed, and then the influences of 
this belief will be felt throughout so­
ciety, in education and in legislation, in 
courts and among jurors..

Burr Oak, Mich. Chas. Betts.

To the Editor:—Evidently Dr. P. S. 
George, the spirit healer, of Nebraska, 
now imprisoned there, has been jailed 
not for anything wrong which he had 
done to anybody, but Because he had 
saved life contrary to orthodox rules of 
cure. For instance, several of his pa­
tients, whom I well know (notedly the 
Thomas family), of the pretty little town 
of Stromsburg, Neb., declare that he 
had done nothing more. .

If, therefore, we are positive that Dr. 
George’s imprisonment was for the mar­
velous saving of life, let the unlicensed 
spirit-healer take from this an object­
lesson, and not publicly profess his 
power for the cure of disease, but rather 

■ for the prevention of’ disease, preserva­
tion of heath, prolongation of life, and 
increase of vitality. There is no law 
against all this, and if not, then let the 
■good Dr. George return to his field of 
labor, and bid defiance.to the minions of 
the law there to interfere with him, for 
he has hottiing to fear, '" "

In the meantime, let all good Spirit­
ualists contribute: to the support or his 
family while he remains in prison. ■

' Dr. K. Greer.

An abridged edition of ',‘Antiquity 
Unveiled” gives in condensed form its 

.more important statements and refen­
' ences. It is in stiff board covers, and 
' the price is 50 cents. For sale at this 

office.

THE UNKNOWN LIFE i 
~°p~ H 

Jesus Christ 
-BY—

NICOLAS N0T0VITCH.

Slnco tbe writing of the New Testament no book hu 
appeared of ai great Importance to Christianity u 
tbe Unknown Lira or Jkbvb CumeT.’ *

Tbla volume, written by the discoverer of tbe manu­
script, contains a thrilling account of tho privations 
and perils encountered In bls search for It, a literal 
translation of the original manuscript, and lastly a 
critical analysis of what It contains.

This wotjf contains 185 neatly printed pages, and 11 
published on the basil of combining cheapness enj 
excellence. Price, neatly bound, one dollar. Pape# 
cover, price 25 cents, postago 5 cents. , 
Addreee thia office, 40 LoomieHt., Chicago, Hl,

VOLNEY’S RUINS

Printed on henry paper, from new plates, In large 
clear type, with portrait and Illustrations. One rot. 
postSvo, its pages; paper, M cents; cloth, 75 cents.

This la undoubtedly one of the best and most useful 
books ever published. It eloquently advocates tho 
best Interests of mankind, aud clearly points out tho 
sources of huptaulgnorauce aud misery. Tbe authoi 
1; supposed to meet In the ruins of Palmyra an appari­
tion or phantom, wblcb explains the true principles of 
society, and tbo causes of both tbo prosperity and tha 
ruin of ancleut states. A general assembly of tbo 
nation; Is at length convened, a legislative body 
formed, the source and origin of religion, of govern­
ment, and of laws discussed, and the Law of Nature- 
founded on Justice aud equity—Is finally proclaimed to an expectant world. ’

PASI, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.

“The great mystery of existence consists in perpet­
ual and uuinterrupted change. Everything is fmmor- 
tai and indestructible—the smallest worm as well as 
the most enormous of the celestial bodies,—the sand 
grain or the water drop as well aa the highest being In 
■Teation, man and his thoughts. Only tbe forms in 
which being manlfesti itself are changing; but Being 
tself remains eternally the same and Imperishable. 
'Vhen we die we do not lose ourselves, but only our 
personal consciousness. We live on in nature, in out 
race, in our children, in our deeds, in our thoughts— 
•n short, in the entire material and physical contrlbu? 
Ion which, during our short personal existence, wl 

nave furnished to the subsistence of mankind and of 
nature in general."—Buechner.

• "i • *' .; L'hh :irn pages, vellum cloth, #1.

THE ELIMINATOR
—OR-

Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal 
Secrets.

Profoundly reverent, but thoroughly radical; expo* 
Ing the fabulous claims of ancient Judaism and dog* 
matlc Christianity, containing many slartllng conclu* 
Ilona never before published, showing clearly the 
mythical character of most of the Old aud New Testa­
ment stories. and proving that Jesus was an Imperson­
ation aud not a person. A genuine sensation.

MARGUERITE HUNTER."
A Narrative Descriptive of Life in 

the Material and Spiritual 
Spheres,

Transcribed by a Co-operative Spirit Band, combined 
whb chosen media of earth. It was given through In* 
dependent alate-wrltlng. The Illustrations were given 
in oil paintings on porcelain plate by Spirit artists. 11 
is not * fiction, but a narrative of real life, without a 
parallel In tbe literature of Spiritualism, being a cleai 
and succinct ex position of the philosophy, religion and 
science of Spiritualism The book contains 260 pages 
with six illustrations In half-tone, and twelve pages 
in original Independent writing. It Is beautifully 
bound In blue silk cloth, stamped In silver. Price, 
•1.25. For sale at this office.

Origin, Development and Destiny 
of Man.

A Scientific and Philosophical 
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

Comtknt*: The Beginnings; Fundamental Princi­
ples; Formation of Constellations, Systems, Sum 
Planets and Satellites. The Origin of Meteor* and 
Comets;Tile Organic Kingdom; The Origin of Man; 
Man—HIb Attributes and Powers; The Soul—How it 
Receives and Imparts Knowledge; How tbe Soul Re­
ceives Rs Highest Impressions; Tbe Record Book, or 
Tho Heavenly Ether; How to Cultivate tbe Sixth 
Sense; Tbe Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth aud De« 
SeDeratlon; Morally, Spiritualism Proved by the

Ible; Tbe Bible and Christ; The Summary; ‘’What 
Must We Do to Be Saved.’* For sale at this office,

Price.Cloth.su 25. Paper, 50c,

encyclopedia

BIBLICAL spibitualism
A CONCORDANCE

Much that Is In this book appeared In an abridged 
form in a series of nine full pages of The Progress* 
ive Thikeer. Those articles were prepared at the 
call of hundreds of Spiritualists who felt the need of 
some kind of document for ready reference. They 
only seemed to whet the appetite for more; hence the 
publication of this work.

TUeauthor, Moses Hull, has written many volumes 
on SplrltuallstlBtlc and other themes and each one fa 
full of carefnl study on the subject ebosen. Mr. 
Hull In bifl Introduction of this work says:

“Hoping that this book will serve to lead the people 
out of the wilderness of doubt and despair; and that 
when Spiritualism shall have wrested the Bible from 
Its ‘sanctified’ enemies, it will not 'spike' it, but will 
use it to batter down the walls of Christian eupersU* 
tion and Ignorance, I send It out on Its errand of en­
lightenment with the humble prayer that it will prove 
a divine benediction to every reader.*'

Tnx Encyclopedia of Biblical Spiritualise 
contains SJHpagea, beautifully printed on good paper, 
contains a full-page portrait of tho author aud Is 
handsomely bound In cloth. Byery Spiritualist should 
have this work. •

QLeA^INSS
FROM THE ROSTRUM.

Thia work Is one that every one ahonld read. II 
beams throughout with rare gems of thought, prac­
tical u well as profound. There is sunshine ani 
beauty in every sentence uttered. The work Is dedt 
cated to tbe author's favorite sister, Sarah Frencl 
Parr, now passed to Splrlt-llfe. Hudson Tuttle, ol 
Berlin HeIghta,Ohlo, gives an Interesting sketch of tb< 
author's fife. . -

CONTENTS:
Dedication.
Sketch of tbe Lift of A. B, French.
William Denton.
Legends of tbe Bnddba.
Mohammed, or the Faith and-Wars ol 

Islam. . .
Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon 
Conflicts of Life. • - .
The Power and Permanency of Ideas, 
The Unknown. -
Probability of a Future Lift, 
Anniversary Address. 
The Egotism of Onr Age. 
What Is Truth? 
Decoration Address.

PRICE, $1.00. POSTPAID.
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Soul of Things; or Psychometric 
Researches and Discoveries.

METHOD POINTED OUT WHEREBY 
BELIEF WAS OBTAINED.
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SHOWING THE ABSURDITY AND UN' 
TRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S 

CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BE-

"Encyclopedia of Biblical Spiritual­
ism: or a Concordance of the Principal

This book will be fonnd peculiar, curious, startling! 
—more ao than any work Issued since Uncle Tom’# 
Cabin. It breathes forgotten whispers which tbe rust 
of time had almost covered, and which have been 
snatched from tbe very jaws of oblivion. It deals 
with high official private life during the most moment* 
ous period In American History, and Is a secret page 
from tbe life of him whom time serves only to make 
greater, word appreciated, and more understood— 
“Abraham Lincoln.”
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ADDRESS*
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AND

This Department is under the manage­
ment of the distinguished author, 
speaker and medium

Hudson Tuttle.
Address him at Berlin Heights, Ohio.

R. A. M., Gold Hill, Oregon: Q. The 
Bomau Catholic church says that it has 
had popes as a visible head ever since 
the death of. St. Peter. Who was the 
next pope after him, and ou what day, 
month and year did he succeed to the 
papal throne? What are the reliable 
proofs'?

A. The rise of the power and influ­
ence of the pope has been of historic 
growth through many ages, and was not 
a sudden acquisition. The claims of the 
church that the office descended from 
Peter has not a singlp evidence, that 
will bear criticism, to support it.

Peter made no claim to superiority 
oyer the other disciples, and conferred 
no power on any of his followers. The 
name, Peter, signifies rock, and tbe text 
in the Bible referring to him as the Beck 
on which the church was founded, was 
an afterthought suggested by his name 
to some plotting priest and interpolated 
Into the text. Paul would have been 
much more worthy, for he was the 
greatest of the apostles, but his name 
was not suggestive. It was centuries 
after Peter’s death that the bishops 
made the claim that they derived au­
thority from him. =
• “Papas,” or “father,” was indiscrim­
inately applied to holy men and bishops, 
and gave rise to tbe designation “gape.” 
The bishops of Rome always werefcon- 
sidered superior to the provincials, re­
flecting the greatness of 'the city, but 
not until Siricius (384 A. D.) became 
bishop was the title of pope assumed, 
and it was ever after retained. Not un-. 
til the beginning of the seventh century 
did tho Catholic Church become a com­
pact and solidified body—notcntil Greg­
ory Vil. (1073 A. D.) was it taken as an 
official title,

There is no mention in the New Testa­
ment that Peter ever visited Rome, or 
that he was a bishop of that city, or a 
bishop at all. There is every reason 
that he was not, for the idea of church, 
oi- bishop, as later understood, had not 
entered the hearts of the anostles.
' ’ When Constantinople ’became the 
Queen of the East, and rivaled the de­
clining glories of Rome, her bishop be­
came powerful in the same ratio, and to 
sustain their waning fortunes, the bish­
ops, or "papas,” of Rome, put forth the 
tremendous claim that they held the 
spiritual government of the world by di­
vine right. The rivalry and intrigues 
of the Eastern and Western churches 
was one of the most potent causes of the 
decay and final ruin of the empire. The 
Bishop of Constantinople became the 
Pope of the Greek Church, and the 
Bishop of Rome the Pope of the Catho­
lics.

The list of popes should begin with the 
seventh century, for not until then had 
the papal office been sufficiently consoli­
dated to make its incumbent a pope in 
the meaning the term now te used; but 
the six centuries after Peter have been 
filled with a list of names, which at 
least for the first century are so doubtful 
that the highest Catholic authorities are 
conflicting. •

Some say that Peter ordained Linus, 
others Clement, and others Cletus. Ter­
tullion says Clement followed Peter, and 
Ireneus and Jerome say Linus. Ac­
cording to Herzod, the successive popes 
were St. Peter, Linus, Cletus, Clement 
I., Evaristus, etc., the last being near 
the close of the first century. There te 
not a vestige of evidence that this suc­
cession te genuine. There is every rea­
son to suppose that it was manufactured 
by the priesthood to support their arro­
gant claims. .

The value of evidence depends on the 
character of the witnesses; what that is, 
of the most trusted, may be learned by a 
glance at history. Eusebius, Bishop of 
Coeserea, a friend of Constantine the 
Great, and one of the most celebrated 
authorities in church history, confesses 
(Ecc). Hls., vili, 21) that ne was not 
scrupulous about recording the whole 
truth about the Christians. .

Mosheim, one of the most-trusted 
church historians, says (Vol. I, 198): , 

“It was held as a maxim that it was' 
not only lawful but praiseworthy to de­
ceive and even use the expedient of a lie 
in order to advance the cause of truth 
and piety.” 9 \

The apostolic father Hermes, a fello^ 
laborer with St. Paul, confesses the 
failing of the early Christians, and says:

“(I. Lord, I never spake atrue word in 
my life, but I have always lived in dis­
simulation and affirmed a lie for truth to 
all meu, and no man contradicted me, 
but all gave credit to my words.”

He was well supported by the great 
apostle, who' says: “Being crafty I 
canght you with guile.” “For if the 
truth of Cod had more abounded, 
through my lie unto his glory, why yet. 
am I also adjudged a sinner?” ’

If Paul held such loose doctrines and 
could boast of his deceit and lying for 
the promotion of his cause, what ore we 
to expect of the rank and file of those 
early Christians, ignorant beyond any 
conception we can form, and besotted 
with superstition?

Simon Emery, Bangor: Q. (1) What 
will be the final result of these wars that 
now are, and these rumors of wars:

(2) There are a large class of metaphy­
sicians that claim they have the only 
true science of healing all disease, and 
will finally annihilate death itself in 
time, so the inhabitants of earth will 
live on and on and never die. Will that 
time ever come to the earthly Inhab­
itants, when sickness and death will not 
be .known by them?

A. (1) There is no danger of war be­
tween England and the United States. 
Both countries have everything to lose 
and nothing to gain by such a war. 
There is no desire to conquer; it would 
be impossible to do so, and to 
stand up like two pugilists and batter 
each other, because of some pretended 
insult, is not attractive to the common 
sense of either. The time has come for 
tbe English-speaking race to stand to­
gether like members of one family.

Of tbe complications of Europe, peace 
has no assurance. The tension which 
has long been increasing will not be 
restrained. The present generation has 
no knowledge of the terrible engines of 
destruction with which war will be car­
ried on, and not till these are tested will 
the armed peace now maintained be­
come a thing of the past. It will be 
swift, terrible, overwhelming. -.

Sooner or later Russia will hold 
Turkey as a vassal, and the ownership 
of the fronting and connecting seas. -

[In justice to the writer of this an­
swer wc wish to say that it was written 
and sent to this offlee immediately after 
the first intimation of the possibilities of 
war, and thus becomes prophetic.—Ed­
itor Progressive. Thinker.,]

(2) The one truth that “metaphysics,” 
“Christian Science “ '/mental cure,” 
etc., rest on, is that of a magnetic, a 
hypnotic influence, which they label by 
a new name, and call their own. 
Christian Science is peculiar in the fac-

that it te not Christian, and in no sepse 
E science, and “Metaphysics” in not be­
ing metaphysics. A perfect knowledge 
of the laws of health would .’prevent dis­
ease, and give a happy old age, but' nd 
knowledge could prevent the coming of 
old age, and the casting aefdebf the out­
worn physical body. Such a result is 
not desirable-—in fact, te most undesira­
ble. The physical body having per­
formed its task—the evolution of the 
spirit—is thrown aside as an impediment 
to that spirit’s farther advancement in a 
new and higher sphere of being.

C. B., Burr Oak, Mich.: Q. I have 
been u Spiritualist and a sensitive to the 
presence of spirits for forty years. My 
intercourse with the invisibles has al­
ways been qf a pure and elevating char­
acter, until about a year ago, when a 
low spirit took possession of the sur­
roundings and no effort of mine can re­
form him, or induce him to leave. His 
influence is most disagreeable, and he 
enjoys keeping mo from sleeping nights. 
Is there any remedy in such a case?

A. The great number of questions 
which come, almost identical with this, 
shows that there is need of a more per­
fect understanding of mediumship. The 
causes which allow lower intelligences 
to dominate are variable, and’ in each 
case difficult to analyze. The broad 
principles are thus enunciated in “Psy­
chic Science”: .

“The position which such mediums at 
last attain is one of greatest danger. 
They have lost self-control, the power of 
will,, and are as magnetic needles trem­
bling to every influence, good or bad. 
If a spirit can entrance them and make 
them utter its thoughts, it can compel 
them to act as it desires. They may be 
carefully attended and guarded by good 
intelligences, and their friends may sur- 
rond them, but the time will come when 
the guard will be broken and the lower 
influences gain sway. The stronger 
magnetic power of some mortal may lead 
wide astray and leave the medium a de-, 
spised victim of the most degrading pas­
sions. '
I “There are two methods of its (medi­
umship) cultivation: The first is what 
may be called the negative or passive, 
by which the medium is led to merge 
his identity in that of the controlling in­
telligences, and become a mere puppet 
to do their bidding. Astonishing results 
are often produced by this method, but 
the medium yields his Individuality and 
becomes the sport of unknown and irre­
sponsible influences. The passive condi­
tion, which allows pure spiritual being 
to come en rapport with such, opens 
wide the portals for the approach of the 
low aud depraved, and what is of more 
vital consequence, to mortals of every 
grade.

“Mediumship should be an exalted 
state of concentration, and hence medi­
ums have great need of self-control and 
self-reliance. The mistaken ideas of the 
character and requirements of medium­
ship have borne bitter fruits, and it Is to 
be hoped that their correct understand­
ing will not only clear away the accu­
mulated rubbish, but bear the cause to 
higher grounds.”

This culture of sensitiveness requires 
two directly antagonistic states or con­
ditions; a negative receptivity for the 
acquisition of inspiration, and a positive 
self-assertion for its assimilation. It is 
failure in this last which allows irre­
sponsible Influences to come in, and the 
weakened will te unable to discard them.

To strengthen tbe will, that it may be 
master, is the best method. The con­
trol of a strong magnetist, whereby the 
spirit control is overcome, is another.

Mourner, San Francisco: Q. Do de­
parted spirits care about the disposition 
of their physical bodies? that is, if death 
occurs in a distant land, do they wish it 
taken to their native place?

A. As a rule the exceeding change 
in surroundings at death eclipses all 
thoughts aud wishes in connection with 
the earthly body. Yet there are excep­
tions, and lingering delicacy of feeling. 
It is regarded usually as a cast-off gar­
ment, and no longer a part of self. Our 
feelings toward the deserted shrine is 
the result of ages of tradition, and be­
cause we can only perceive with our 
senses the ruin left us.

In the days of the Pharaohs the belief 
in tho final return of the spirit to the 
body, and the resurrection of the latter, 
made it imperative to preserve it with 
greatest care. The Greeks considered 
it tho height of impiety to leave their 
dead on the field of battle unburied, for 
then the spirits wandered on the banks 
of the nether world until the burial. '

The Judgment Day, transferred from 
Egyptian to Christian theology, with the 
idea of physical resurrection, has pre­
served this superstitious regard. If the 
dead are to arise at the sound of the 
trump of doom, it will be pleasant for 
families and friends to stand grouped to­
gether, and It would indeed be lonesome 
to awake out of the grave among bowl­
ing savages.

But Spiritualists accept none of these 
childish myths. We believe and know 
that death is the final separation of the 
spirit from the body. Thal body goes 
back to the elements from which it 
came. Its particles enter again into the 
cycle of organic life; to the spirit it is 
no more than an outgrown garment. 
Friends may treasure it as the only tan­
gible and visible object between them 
and the silence which gathers over the 
tomb, and love finds relief in this last 
blinding homage, yet the freed spirit re­

. gards the broken body as the butterfly 
does the shell of the - chrysalis from 
which It has escaped. Tne physical 
body 1s being constantly renewed; and 
the especial form from which it departs 
is no more its personality than the many 
others It has discarded atom by atom.

Our affections are gratified by bring­
ing the remains of our beloved home, 
even if only a few crumbling bones re­

: main. Why should we, when those de­
parted ones care nothing for the dissolv­
ing house of clay? I write this with a 
heart full of sympathy for those whose 
dear ones rest in foreign soil, or lie on 
the floor of the deep, deep sea; and I 
write for their consolation. One com­
fort is bestowed—they who die and are 
buried far from home never seem dead 
to us. Not until we see the wasted 
form, and with reverent care consign it 
to the tomb, do we realize the event; or 
we may, after distant journeying, stand 
by the neglected mound, thrown by 
strange hands over the beloved form, 
and through our tears become conscious 
of our loss. .

Instead of the vain care for the broken 
cage, we.cultivate the faculties which 
enable us to hear the song of the bird 
tbat escaped! All the insignia of mourn­
ing, regrets and tears, are as clouds 
which obscure our spiritual perceptions 
at a time we most need. them.

Not in the grave, beneath the grassy 
mound, or under the immeasurable tide 
of waters, sleep the treasured ones. • 
They are near us with full consciousness 
of our thoughts, with minds clouded by 
our tears, or full of joy at onr gladness. -

Passages of the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures which prove or imi ’ ~ 
uslism: together with a brief _ 
the origin of many of the important 
books of the Bible.” By Moses Hull 
The well-known talented and scholarly 
author has here embodied the results of

A Conditional Call to De­
nounce All Mediums, Etc.

To THE Edit6r:—As one of your cor­
respondents has ignorantly, or intention­
ally misrepresented my work and mo, 
tives (see The Progressive Thinker 
of October 19,1895) I claim, the right to 
defend my motives and conduct.
_ In childhood I had a distinct call to 
preach righteousness-, in youth, to 
preach natural law and progression; in 
mature life to preach Spiritualism and 
expose free-love Spiritism; iu old age, 
to preach Christianity according to 
Christ (Matt., vll: 12), and expose lying 
spirits.- In response to these calls I 
have spoken, as the spirit moved, about 
2,000 times, and sent out. free, about 
409,000 printed pages, doing immense 
good, purifying your ranks.

In 1848 I heard of spirits communicat­
ing, and hoped it was true, but my 
mother insisted no good spirits came 
back. In trying to get communications 
to convince her and my only sister, I 
failed to get tests of Identity from any 
good spirit.

As science has gradually destroyed all 
my hopes of a future life not based on 
spirit manifestations, I am extremely 
anxious to get tests from good spirits, 
and have the National Spiritualists' As­
sociation disfellowship frauds and free- 
lovers, so I can join it, and have a glori­
ous jubilee in 1897. ,

The N. S. A., progressive t)’.'.'kers 
and inspirational speakers justly de­
nounce fortune-telling, charm-selling, 
fraud-practising materializing mediums, 
but neither deny the positive assertions 
of free-lovers that no Spiritualist be­
lieves in civil or Christian marriage, 
nor disfeliowships leading Spiritists 
who take other men’s wives as affinities 
until tired of them, then desert the poor 
Marys for fresher ones, on the plea of 
“disaffection,” This is why virtuous 
people, moving in good society, are 
ashamed to associate with you or openly 
investigate spirit manifestations, and 
clean, high-toned papers refuse to adver­
tise your mediums and seances, as low, 
immoral, immodest things.

When your National convention, in 
the '60s, refused to disfellowship frauds 
and free-lovers, it only took about 60,000 
circulars to expose and kill It, and put 
an intolerable stigma on Spiritualism, 
which only disfellowshlping frauds and 
free-lovers can free you from.

The prospect of a long fight with dis­
orderly free-love Spiritism calls for 
great economy, so I shall print no more 
circulars, as the postage is the same on 
a single circular as it is on one pound of 
quarterly tracts. But I shall publish no 
tracts until the close of your next Na­
tional Convention; then, if I get no test 
from good spirits, and the N. S. A. re­
fuse to disfellowship frauds and free- 
lovers, I con, by hard work and rigid, 
pinching economy, with the aid of your 
enemies, send out millions of tracts de­
nouncing ALL Spiritists and mediums as 
dupes, frauds, rakes, libertines, hags 
and harlots; dealing with imagination, 
“diakka,” and low, tricky, lying, seduc­
ing spirits and devils. Tracts written, 
money ready, enemies urging; but con­
science will not let me if 1 get a test 
from good spirits, or the N. S. A. dis- 
fellowships frauds aud free-lovers.

$200.00 REWARD.
Ten of us, having nothing of the kind, 

will pay $200 for a good likeness of my 
father, or a communication from him, or 
from any other good spirit well Identi- 
fled. I refer, by permission, to The 
People’s Bank of Hammonton, N. J.

Address
Wm. B. Potter, M. D., T. C. 

Hammonton, N. J. .

Our friend evidently feels that he has 
a sacred mission to perform—a sort of 
“Holy War” to wage against “all” me­
diums, etc., unless certain conditions 
are complied with. We wish him all 
success in his onslaught against what­
ever te fraudulent or spurious, whether 
mediums—so-called—or others masquer- 
rading as Spiritualists or exponents of 
Spiritualism.

Spiritualism has no need nor use for 
fraud, nor for fraudulent mediums, or 
teachers of fraudulent doctrines under 
its name and banner. .

It has been the misfortune of Spirit­
ualism to be victimized and exploited by 
Individuals holding various sorts of ab­
normal notions, springing from their 
own abnormal individuality and experi- 
Unces, which they have promulgated to 
the world as the teachings of Spiritual­
ism—when, in fact, it was merely their 
own individual notions.

Other religions—and notably Christ­
ianity—have suffered the same experi­
ence. More and greater absurdities and 
abnormalities have been promulgated to 
the world, under the name of Christian 
doctrine, than have ever been associated 
in any way with Spiritualism.

More than this—large volumes could 
be fairly complied, of gross absurdities, 
falsities and vicious teachings, which 
have been declared “Christian” and in 
accord with “Holy Scripture,” by Sy­
nods, Councils, Fathers—all the highest 
authorities of the Church! And many 
of these outgrowthsof abnormal thought 
are embodied in creeds and articles of 
faith held by the various Christian sects 
to-day.

Spiritualism acknowledges no creed, 
no pope, no plenary councils or synods, 
no man nor body of men authorized by 
heavenly or earthly power to declare— 
ex cathedra—what is, jvhat must be, or 
what shall be, the belief or faith of 
Spiritualists. As individual Spiritual­
ists, each te free to search, think, and 
settle within and for himself alone, his 
opinions upon any and all subjects.

One may be an anarchist, but anarchy 
is no part of Spiritualism; another may 
be a “sound-money’’-Democrat, but that 
is not Spiritualism: one may hold the 
Catholic view of marriage—but that is 
not Spiritualism; another may be a be­
liever ..in “free-love,” but that is not 
Spiritualism.

The N. S. A.;nor any other associa­
tion, that exists or that can be formed, 
has any authority to formulate a set 
creed for Spiritualists, to which they 
must assent or be “read out of the 
church”—excommunicated. And any 
declaration the N. S. A. might make 
concerning “free-love," or any other 
matter of opinion and judgment, would 
be merely the expression of the views of 
those individual members of the N. S. A. 
who shall join in assenting thereto,

Our friend must follow the dictates of 
his “conscience” in the matter: but we 
think he will find that he has under­
taken a big job if he “denounces ALL 
Spiritists and mediums as dupes, frauds, 
rakes, libertines, hags, and harlots,”, 
etc., etc. He will need all the sinews of 
war that “enemies” can supply—and all 
combined will not be able to down Spir­
itualism. ^ '

“From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood 
Tuttle. .Lovers of poetry will find gems 
of thought In poetic diction in this hand­
some Volume, wherewith to sweeten 
hours of leisure and enjoyment. Price 
•1.00. For sale at this omo

Grand {Mission in the 
Future., .

big money awaits the man who w|l 
invent cheap telephones or cheap type­
writers. A new cheap music-box has 
realize^ fortunes within three years, but 
its price may be yet reduced.

There has been, as everybody knows, 
more rapid advancement in inventions 
of alj kinds since the advent of modern 
Spiritualism in 1848 than ever before.

Vespus.

To the Editor;—The great and im­
portant mission Ln Spiritualism is to 
bring the two worlds so closely together 
that advanced spirits can hand down to 
the mortals of the earth those inven­
tions so needed to assist mankind. They 
have assisted Edison in perfecting all 
his important inventions, The New 
York Journal has an excellent article 
touching on the inventions of future 
ages which is timely indeed, It sets 
forth that the new and wonderful pho­
tography which depicts the interior of 
solid objects, and the discovery of argon, 
a hitherto unsuspected quality of the at­
mosphere, show that progress nowadays 
is steady and rapid in the physical sci­
ences. There are several important dis­
coveries now receiving the attention of 
scientists and experimenters, who, al­
most any day, may stumble upon the 
right solution of problems which will 
yield untold wealth to the discoverer 
and confer lasting benefits on mankind.

The possible discoveries of the future 
may make the steam-engine obsolete, 
render war impossible, arrest the pro­
gress of disease, annihilate poverty and 
reduce the hours of labor. By means of 
mechanisms which have hitherto eluded 
the grasj) of the discoverer, men in the 
near future may get along without coal, 
thus saving the expense of mining, aud 
even electricity itself may become a 
back number.

There is, In the first -place, the vast 
problem of utilizing.the force and power 
of the sea. The leaves that break upon 
our Atlantic seaboard exert in a single 
day a greater force than all the steam­
engines of the United States combined. 
Ocean’s mighty power, which tosses the 
largest steamship as a toy, upbuilds vast 
territories of sand only to destroy them 
again, and thunders on a lee shore with 
all the violence of the heaven’s artillery, 
is a pitiable spectacle of wasted energy. 
The mighty strength of Niagara is 
hardly as great as that oi the waves on 
a hundred miles of seashore.

POSSIBILITIES FOR ELECTRICITY.
Electricity, which is now about to dis­

tribute Niagara’s power In the form of 
heat, light and force over a territory of 
hundreds of square miles, makes it pos­
sible to transport the force of the waves 
to almost any Inland city. With a ma­
chine which would extract, this now 
wasted energy from the sea New York 
City might be heated and lighted, and 
all its lines of tBsasportation run; the 
trolley lines all oVftdthe State could dis­
pense with theirt useless power-houses 
and the myriad Wheels in the mills and 
factories of Albany, Rochester and Buf­
falo could be tlirned by this unseen 
giant. The problem’ involved is merely 
a mechanical oneL-You must find a ma­
chine which will'>rike and fall with the 
tide, and whichwill be so strong as to 
withstand the greatest force of the In­
coming breakers;a The swells of ocean 
which now roll ill upon a thousand miles 
of shore must be’1 Stopped and made to 
give up their forbot Thqmacliine which 
will extract thliKoSbe from the waves 
must meet them and take it up by pre­
venting them irfrom wasting their 
strength in simple breakers. A great 
wheel, properly supported and balanced, 
It would seem, could be turned by these 
waves, and each revolution might repre­
sent thousands of tons of energy.

A somewhat similar problem is how to 
utilize the mighty force of the tides, 
which come and go dally with resistless 
flow. Look in the water at high tide, 
and its mere weight in a large inclosuro 
represents thousands of horse-power, 
which could be utilized as the water is 
released. This force has been used in 
many seaboard countries In a crude and 
trifling manner, but upon a large and 
comprehensive scale the experiment has 
never been tried.

' STORAGE BATTERIES.
With these mighty force-producers 

there te another mechanical problem that 
goes hand In hand. Experimenters in 
electricity are now trying to find the 
ideal storage-battery. Tne electrical 
storage-battery is a machine upon whose 
discovery many other problems are wait­
ing solution. The mechanism that would 
take the power from the waves would be 
uneven in its work, according as the sea 
was high or low, but with a proper stor­
age-battery the vast energy of a storm 
could be stored to make up for the in­
efficiencies of the succeeding calm. 
When the Ideal storage-battery te dis­
covered tho flying-machine problem will 
be nearly solved, Men are prevented 
now from flying because the weight of 
the propelling engine they have to take 
along diminishes the lifting power, and 
requires gas bags, wings or aeroplanes 
too big to be practicable.

If you could take along the power of 
1,000 horses, stored in atwopound block 
of metal, releasing it as required, then 
flying would be within the reach of all. 
Practicable flying-machines would rev­
olutionize warfare, making it possible to 
drop dynamite on armies and men of 
war, so that forts would be useless and 
submarine vessels only would be safe. 
The latter also wait for the storage-bat­
tery to be discovered.

' An Intense heat is also wanted. By 
this means the sand ot the seashore 
could be melted into a cheap and excel­
lent building material, easily handled 
before the melting and more permanent 
than any brick.

A way of making,, cold as easily and 
cheaply as heat is ppw produced is also 
wanted. - By thi^jpgans houses could be 
cooled in summer,, j;ut as they are now 
heated in winter£anp life.in the hottest 
parts of the tropica; could be robbed of 
many of its terro,Fb.'(,Portable' refriger­
ation is another pijo^em connected with 
this question. .,~ mcr . ■

LONG-FELT WANTS.
Malleable glas^wKs used by the Phoe- 

necians, and the^seSret of how it was 
made has been losj.. , The redigcovery.of 
this lost art will 'revolutionize building.

In: medicine it is hoped that bacteriol­
ogy contains the'^irm of a new science 
which will entire^ orange practice. It 
is now believed that every disease has 
its microbe, although a few only have 
been identified. T

With the identification of each dis­
ease microbe the discovery of its proper 
antidote is likely soon to follow. Drugs 
would thus become obsolete and the 
stomach would no, longer be destroyed 
by chemicals, an instantaneous effect 
being secured through the infusion of 
the proper antidote in the blood.

Telegraphy without wires is a prob­
lem upon - which Tesla is working. A 
means to combat the army worm is also 
wanted, as ■ well as a thorough system 
for the disinfection of city sewers and a 
practicable method of household gar­
bage cremation. Photography in the 
colors of nature has long been the 
dream of scientists, but it yet remains a 
mystery. ’

The new gas is cheaper and more pow­
erful than the old, but can be eclipsed 
in these respecter’ by electricity. A 
cheaper-electric. light is wanted, aad

Baleful Influence Por­
trayed. 1 "

$PC^J>tr€n0ib anb
Stedina Wortb^^

In the issue of Thb Progressive 
Thinker of date February 29th there 
appeared an article with the above 
caption, which I read with much in­
terest apd sympathy, as I have for 
nearly five years been troubled in a 
similar way by unseen and un­
developed influences, and for the ben­
efit of this brother and others who 
may be suffering as J have. I wish to 
add my experience and the remedy, 
the cause and the cure, so far as my 
individual case is concerned.

To give my experience in detail 
would take up too much space, so I 
will simply state that when I began 
my investigations of this subject I 
was wholly ignorant of spirit influ­
ence. I had never seen one who pro­
fessed to be a Spiritualist or read a 
book or paper on the subject. I be­
came interested in tlie phenomena of 
a planchette, which I chanced to see 
operated, and thought I could solve 
the same on scientific principles, but 
unfortunately for me, and I may say 
fortunate, too, I happened to be me- 
diumistic without knowing it, and be­
fore I was aware of what I was doing 
I was made sensitive to these unseen 
forces and was completely at their 
mercy, and at the same time de­
veloped into a clairvoyant and clair- 
audient, and for more than two years 
I suffered untold agonies from these 
forces, being ignorant of the cause 
and haring no idea of a remedy; in 
fact, I did not think that there was 
any remedy. I thought that all I 
could do was to “griu and endure” it. 
So great was my suffering that more 
than once I meditated suicide, think­
ing that by that means I might rid 
myself of the dreaded influence. They 
clung to me with all the tenacity of a 
rapacious animal and sapped my life, 
both mental and physical. *

About this time I came across tliose 
who seemed to know something of 
these forces, and at the same time I 
got hold of some literature on the 
subject, and they all said that “like 
attracts like," and that I must purify 
myself; but this did not satisfy me, 
for I knew that this sort of an ex­
planation was not applicable to my 
case. I knew that, with myself, it 
was not “like attracting like,” so I 
saw that I had to hunt some other 
solution of the matter, and I believe 
that I have found the true answer.

My explanation of the matter is 
that when one is rendered sensitive to 
spirit influence he, so to speak, opens 
the door and gives them free access 
to enter, and woe be to the unfortu. 
nate who opens the door and leaves it 
unguarded, for there are ever in the 
plane of our existence those unfortu­
nates in wretchedness and misery, and 
who, when they see the door opened 
and unguarded, do not hesitate to en­
ter and take complete possession, re­
gardless of the misery and suffering 
they may cause the one on the moral 
plane; their own relief and uplifting 
is their only aim and object. They 
take advantage of all the weakness 
and ills of the body to further their 
ends.

My remedy has been to throw off all 
influences with all the will power that 
I could command, and to cultivate 
that will power. By systematic cul­
tivation 1 have generated a very 
strong magnetic current, which I can 
at any time throw through my entire 
system, and thus relieve myself of 
any physical weariness, as well as 
mental depression. I have likewise 
cultivated self-hypnotism, and by this 
means I can throw myself into a state 
where 1 can bid defiance to their every 
assault. I may be able to hypnotize 
these influences as well as myself. I 
do not know why, but one thing I do 
know, that by this means I cease to 
be tormented by them.

The brother says that he has prayed 
so earnestly, and I will say that 1 
have tried that for some time, but 
afterwards found out that there was 
much more virtue in “watching” than 
in praying, and I would say to this 
brother, do more watching. Say to 
this influence that it must depart, and 
when you lie down to rest and sleep, 
think only of rest and sleep, rest and 
sleep, rest and sleep, and I think that 
it will not be long till he will have the 
sweetest of rest and sleep. I, too, 
have had the experience of seeming 
desertion by friends and relatives on 
the other side, and those who would 
naturally be attracted to me. It 
seems that I fight tlie battle alone. .

If what I have said shall be of any 
service to the brother, or any one sim­
ilarly afflicted, I shall be glad to know 
it And I would be pleased to hear 
from others who have had such ex­
perience, for I think that it is a sub­
ject that calls for our most earnest 
consideration.

Onb Who Has Suffered From Ob­
session.

Fort Worth, Texas,

“The Woman’s Bible. Part I. Tha 
Pentateuch. - Comments on Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deut­
eronomy.” The contrast between the 
thoughts of these brave women and the 
thoughts of the orthodox world during 
all time past, is very striking. Keen­
analysis, ripe scholarship and fearless 
adherence to the right, characterize 
this very Interesting effort of some of 
the brightest minds of to-day. For sale 
at this effice. Price 50 centa.

ffbatacterlje tbc'URablte.*

QF A PERFECT NOUNT.
THE EMBODIMENT OF BEAUTY. GRACEFUL, DUJQH1

jour Sttfee-^lUt $75 an& #W^

White Sewing flbaebine Co

WAS 

WW LINCOLN 
A SPIRITUALIST?

■ —OR —
Curious Revelations from the Life 

of a Trance Medium.
—BY-

MBS. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD
Together with Portraits, Letters and 

Poems. Illustrated with Engrav­
ings and Frontispiece of Lin­

coln, from Carpenter's 
Portrait from Life.

.-. THE .'.

PAPPUS PLANETARIUM,
WITH EPHEMERIS.

This Planetarium ft not only the latest, but the best, 
most aimpie and Complete arrangement for showing 
lu a practical manner tho daily position of all the 
Planets and Moon. Any child who can read figures 
can adjust the Planets in their proper places for any 
day in the year (same being movable when desired). 
Every man with a family should have one, thus en­
abling hls children to become familiar with the mag­
nitude, grandeur aud sublime majesty of the many 
worlds around ua. while older people will be deeply 
interested in their occult or philosophical meanings. 
Tbe Planetarium gives the diameter of the Snn, the 
Planets and the Moon, also their mean distances from 
the Snn, their velocity In orbit, and their aiderlsl pe­
riod In days. We have two styles—one Satin, the 
other Cloth; size. 14x18; handsomely mounted and 
framed; the planets are made of tin. with enameled 
faces,

Every member of tho Temple of tho Magi should 
have this Planetarium.

RELIGION OF THE STARS

IT IS A MOST EXCEL 
LENT WORK-

Tbll work ia by DR. M. L. SHERMAN, aulated bf 
PROF. W. F. LYON. Heretofore ft has been sold for 
82, but tbe price now has been reduced to ti. It Is a 
book that will Interest and Instruct. It contains 480 
pages, and la full of suggestive thought*. Dr. Sher­
man wm a medium of rare qualities, and bls work Is a 
reflection from the celestial spheres. It treats of the 
Soul of Things; Intelligence In Substance; Animal In- 
tellecta; Purity; Salvation; Discords; Good and Evil; 
Unnatural Ideas; Church History; Progression; Inher­
ent In Substance; The Nebulous Theory; Particles are 
Entitles; Justice; Impregnation of the Virgin; Tbe 
Science of Death; Spiritual Death; Immortality; 
Mourning: The Confounding of Language; Tbe Spirit 
Abodes; Matter and Spirit; Size and Distance; Spiritu­
al Organisms; Born Again; The Key; Spirit Biogra­
phy; Goes to Heaven; A Slave Masten etc., etc.

The author says: "Each individual partakes of 
both physical and mental or spiritual ailment for him­
self. Each one must digest their various kinds of food 
for themselves, and that Is all they can possibly do 
whether they he priest or layman, teacher or pupil 
My physical ex panda by virtue of that food and nour- 
fthmentof which 1 Individually partake and digest 
Myaonlmust expand by virtue of the soul essence 
which 1 individually gather and comprehend or digest.” 
For sale at this office.

STARNOS.

Superstition in all Ages
Or “Le Bon Sens,”

By JEAN MESMER,

Markley& Son's Lately Improved System of 
Dress or Garment Cutting. ”

THE PRIEST,THE WOMAN
THE CONFESSIONAL.

THE FREETHINKERS’
PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK.

Full-page Illustrations, with
COPIOUS CITATIONS OP FACTS, 

HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND ThS 
OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO 
MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OB 
THE ARTIST. . .

Designs by Watson Heston, with pop* 
trait of Designer. >•

Tae Illustrations are classified as follows: I fl rap 
rest-EU Uncle Sain and tbo Prftsta; 2, Tbo Churcn > 
Robl.”< tbe People; 3, Thanksgiving; & Babbit! 
Laws: 14 Children and tbe Church; 16, Woman an] , .. 
LLt tjuurch; 6, The Church and Thomae Paine; 4, Stud- . 
let In Natural History; 2. Tho Bible and Science; li 
The Clergy an<J Their Flocks; 1, Piety In Our Penlten 
(furies; 4. Tho Atonement Scheme; 4, The Lord and 
His Works; 3. Prayer; 10. ThoCreeds;2, Christians ano 
Mohammedans; 2, Samples of Christianity's Work; .­
5, Missionaries; l.The Lord's Instruments; 25, Blbh 
Doctrine# and Their Results; I, The Church and 
Slavery; 2, Priests and Politics; 4. Ireland and thl . 
Church: 2, Church’# Idea of Civilization; 1, The Use! 
pf theCrosi;4, Unkind Reflections on the Church;#, 
Persecutions of the Church; 12, Some Allegories* 
8, Heaven ; 6;Hell; 7, Miscellaneous. Prlcc#2.
—Formate at Uite office. ______

The Myth of the Great Deluge. .

»«a\»^^ *u a'^^w^-s

Easy Lessons in Spiritual Science. A MAN AND HIS SOUL.-

Paine’s Theological Works. . S
Agt of Reaaon. Kx»mlhanon of tbe Prophecies eta • j

Ulna, edition. Foal Svo., <S! pages. Cloth, eizu . ' /
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PSYCHICAL PHYSICIAN.

DR. C. E. WATKINS,
AYER,

/VJANSILUS ^lmanac

SPECIAL READING NOTICES.

LIVES A DUAL LIFE.

Hansen, Duluth, Minn. 335

FARMER RILEY.
A

882tfat 2:45 and 7:45 p, in.

Girl Who Puzzle London Doctors 
by Her CurfcMH Faculties.

Having carefully studied all tbe therapeu­
tic agencies In connection with blsloof---- 4

Aye put up In six-ounce tin boxes apd are guaranteed 
to give satisfaction or money will be refunded by the 
proprietor. Dr. M. H. Garland, Send 25 cents in 
stamps and receive by return mall a box of tbit

Free to Spiritualists.

-:- FREE OF CHARGE. -:-

SEANCES THAT WERE HIGHLY SATIS­
FACTORY AND CONVINCING.

Chronic Diseases a Specialty.

SPECIALIST. IN ALL CHRONIC 
DISEASES. \

—Depends for bit remarkable ourea, not 
upon tbe old drastic drug system, but upon 
tbe knowledge ot diseases and tbelr proper 
remedies—upon science and tbe liner pay­
able forces. .

some of bls cures, like Schlatter's, are 
INSTANTANEOUS; In other oases months 
are required.

Dr. Willis Edwards, clairvoyant psychic, pastor of 
the Church of the Spirit, gives readings dully at his 
residence, 162 Dearborn avenue. Seances Wednesday 
evenings at 8 o’clock sharp. Office hours: 10 a. m. lo 
12 in.; 2.to 6 p. in. Services at the church on Sunday

Including Co-operative Systems and the Happiness 
and Ennoblement of Humanity. By E. D. Babbitt, 
LL.D.. M. D. This comprises the lan pari of Human 
Culture aud Cure. Paper cover, 15c. For sale at 
this office.

Testimonials.

DR. J. S. LOUCKS, 
of Shirley vine. Muse,, tbe well-known magnetic physi­
cian of about thirty years’ practice. His practice ex­
tends Into all parts of tbe United States and Canada; 
also some parts of Europe. He Is making wonderful 
cures with bls magnetic remedies, as bls certificates of 
cures will show. Send for one. Many are cured when 
given up to die by tho M. D’«. If you send him a lock 
of your hair, name, age, sex, end four 2-cent stamps, 
he will tell you what he thinks ot your case; also 
what the prospects are for a cure. Try him and be 
convinced. Addreaa DB. J. s. LOUCKS, Shlrluy- 
vllle, Maes. 33/

WANTED.
Malden lady correspondent, who was born In 1857, 

and Is « Spiritualist. Address

-OF-

Weather Forecasters' Guide and New System of 
Science tor 1896. It contains a planetary chart of 
each month, showing tbe posltloi o; tbe planets In 
the different bouses In the Zodiac.

Author of "Geology and Microscopy Illustrated," 
"Cohesive Attraction and tbe Furmatlou of World" 
"Universal Change In Natural Elements," otc. Price 
25 cents. For sale at ibis office,

A New Badge in solid gold 
with blue and black euainel, 
with the pyramids, obelisk 
and sun e rays In gold. Every 
Mystic should have one of

these beautiful emblems. Price 42. For tale al this 
office.

Tbe well-known Psychometriat and Business Medium 
Readings personally or by letter 41.00. Three rea 
sonable questions answered by mall for 25 cents.
84 Walnut Street, Chicago, 111, yfiOtf

THE NOTED

OF THE PACIFIC COAST,
Will send a free diagnosis and terms for treatment to 
all who will send their name and address—In tbelr 
own handwriting—with postage stamp for reply.

"The Pacific Coast Spiritualist'* of Dec. 80, 1893. 
eave of Dr. Forster:— 1 .

Since his coming here he has made himself highly 
respected aud beloved for bls benevolent work, his 
humanitarian Ideas and practices, and his straight­
forward course of integrity and honor.”

Address, . ^

1050 Market St.,

to each case with unvarying soccers.
Hundreds are joyfully writing tbe Doctor: 

"I am better," or "I am cured." "God bless 
you."

TEMPLE TALKS g&E 
Hsbcd lu MSB. semi-monthly. Yearly subscription, 
11.00. Bound Vols. One and Two, 41.25 each. Sample 
copies 10 cents. Stamps taken. । Hermetic Pub. Co., 
619 Jackson Bouly’d, Chicago, Hl. 835

ASTONISHING OFFER.
Scud three two-cent stamps, lock of hair, name 

age. eex, one leading symptom, and your disease wll 
bedlHguosud free by spirit power. Mrs. Dr. A- B 
Dobson, San Jose, Cal., Box 182, 884

And gives commute itlons. Price, delivered, St.20.
Mediumship and How to Mesmerize.

Every Splrilunllst and Investigator should have It. 
103 pages of explicit directions for developing all 
phases, with portrait of author. Paper, 25c.; cloth. 
We., postpaid.

SPIRITUALIST BADGE
1 and Sunflower Jewelry, 75 cents to 45 00. MAGI 
। BADGE, gold. S2M A. P. A. BADGE, gold, 41.50. 
I Scud stamp for 11 ustrated circulars of above with 
reading ot the Spiritualist badge. W. H. BACH, M’fr.

__________________ Aberdeen, 8. D.

£ HE TREATS THE FOLLOWINGi
X Dyspepsia, diarrhea, dropsy, epilepsy, ec 
X re ma, eryBipolar, fulling efcknesH, rheuma- 
X Usm, Fcrofula, nervous spaam, gravel, gout, 1 
V headaches, heart dUeaBc, ktudey complaint, • 
V female weakness, liver difficulty,, ucuralgln, - 
w paralysis, bleeding piles, bronchitis, asthma, - 
w bladder affection, cancer, catarrh, pimples < 
w upon tbe face, uterine diseases, weaknesses . 
4> of men, barrenness Insanity, drunkenness. . 
4> coDsHpat’on. la grippe and all ohronlo , 
w diseases. Aud furl her, he furnishes .
| FREE TO ALL PATIENTS

$ • Hygeuio and Physiological literature, cn- * 
abljng them when cui’cd, to remain healthy. ■

| . Correct Diagnosis Free,
Z By enclosing name, age, sex, 
& leading symptom and stamp 
5 ibr reply. :

X ’ 3'1' x
$♦$$$❖$«><$ ^Sh&S^Si^M^^S

J. M,PEEBLES,M.D.

DR. CARL SEXTUS
Curei diseases by yjui magnetlun; develops latent 
paycbical powers. Also treatment by meainerlBm. 
Letters requesting advice must contain on* dollar. 
Office. Ontario street, Chicago. Office hours 2 to 6 p. m. , ^yj

. ' . ■. .----- ---- 0—7--- 7-’ : ■

This wonderful cd'icator is attracting the attention 
of thousands of people a l over the world as Its dm* 
pllclelty gives ope

DEFINITE KNOWLEDGE AT ONCE
concerning tbo Influence of tbe planets and tbe signs 
of the Zodiac In human life.

EVERY CHILD can learn to use It and accomplish 
wonders.

The Coming Study in Occult As­
tronomy.

This wonderful Invention makes It easy for all to 
learn this sublime science and

FIND THE RULING STARS
of every person born for 75 years past, and also to de­
lineate the HOROSCOPE.

J. few of the frat edition left which will 
be furnished at $1 each. For sale at this 

office.

e Roentgen Rays Further Con- 
'■ siiei< ' ■ ■

ASTROPATHY
THBART OF HEALING 

UNDER PLANETARY LAW.

DR. GARLAND’S
VEGETABLE COUGH DROPS COLLEGEOFFINEFORCES

(Fonnuly N. T„ CoU^ot Magnetic.] 
AN INSTITUTE OF REFINED 

£? m!r?,'1uH,al.,l?l1<1,Sg tl”Sl“> cure, Vital Megnet- 
ifF1'^l®15Sicily> loti Cure, and a higher science of

Chemical affinity and basic principles developed 
With their marvellous applications. Students lu foue 
continents nave taken the course. The college to Plinttfirnll find rnnfaa. Ilin .

Something new and start­
ling. This knowledge in 
from a higher source and 
b fully explained in tho 
“Astral Guide?’ which 
will bo sent FREE to any 
address upon receipt of a 
two cent stamp for postage.

Astrological ■ indents, 
Physicians, Healers, 
Nunes, Everybody mum? 
have the “Guide." ’

L, J. SMAFHR, 
Chemist

HOUSEHOLD REMEDY
as you will find It a blood cleanser ax well as a Throat wD,«i®Bt» have taken the coutbb. The college 1» 
ana Lung Remedy. Over 200,000 boxes told and all gartered and coujera the degree of D. M., Doctor of 
recommend them. Address all orders to DR. M. H. I Magnetics. By a system of printed questions students 

------ ..... . can take the course and receive the diplomas at thelt 
own humci. Institution removed Co East Orange. 
New Jersey, a delightful suburb of New York.

®£“Birr' M*D.. LL.D., Dean, 282 Main street 
__-lan^iNew Jersey. 350

I^TTLE? IN THE CLOUDS—-MEANS OV 

3V-^ AIR—AN EFFE0T-
■'IVN QERMICIDE.

?; That heaven is a place of conflicts, 
■where armies are recruited and battles 
fought, is believed by many; but how 
such can be anxious to pre-empt a 
•home jn such a climate, is not clear, 
unless they be of the kind who enjoy 
Strife find thrive on human woe! But 
war is deeply engrafted in the races 
of earth, and all Christian nations cul­
tivate it as a necessity, as well as a 
favorite entertainment. The cost of 
wars, standing armies, navies, mag­
azines, and weapons of destruction, is 
more than enough to feed, clothe and 
educate all the waifs and unfortunates 
in the world. The small sum of four 
million and five hundred thousand dol­
lars is needed to be used this year in 
our coast defenses; and twenty million 
dollars for warships iu'e needed as fast 
as the money cipi be used in their con- 
struetion. But there is prospect bf a 
new departure tliat will revolutionize 
warfare, and practically put an end to 
the wars of nations. It will banish 
navies, and render land armies useless 
and helpless. It will be
WAR IN HEAVEN, BATTLES IN THE 

CLOUDSI
. A dream ?. It appears to be a reality 

clb.se at hand. Zeppeli’s air-ship is 
pronounced a success—“The .greatest 
achievement of the age.” Many sci­
entists of Europe are said to endorse 
it as an indisputable achievement, the 
realization of centuries of effort and 
failures. At present it is limited to 
5,000 pounds per vessel; but this will 
probably be doubled by improvements. 
Once the airship established as a prac­
tical success, and what a revolution 
follows! A cablegram to the Globe- 
Deihpcrat from Berlin, February 8th, 
says: “Leading scientists here predict 
that before the close of the century 
half of the world’s passenger traffic 
will be conducted in the air.” And 
what would that mean to nations at 
war? When an airship can be guided 
to any part of an enemy’s country, 
take observations and photographic 
maps bf -the armies, forts and land­
scapes, and drop from their sky­
arsenals bullets, bombs, torpedoes and 
a rain of fire upon the defenseless 
heads of the people and destroy cities 
in an hour, and sail away like a giant 
eagle, unmolested by any missiles the 
enemy can send after them, what will 

' armies and navies amount to?
; • But if one nation employs these 
aerial giants all will, and the battle­
field will be removed from the earth 

' to-the sky. It will be literally “war 
in'heaven." As that will be risky 
business, the nations will soon learn 
to compromise their differences and 
abolish war. Then the hundreds of 
millions of dollars wasted in-efforts to 

By .destroy each other among the nutions 
■ |" ' of; the earth, will be directed to the 

‘ fyj/support of schools, asylums, indus­
tries and the betterment of tbe human 
race.

. Just now there seems to be a special 
crisis in the development of genius 
and new and wonderful discoveries. 
Tho whirl of excitement and experi- 

■’ mentation in the new photography— 
or shadowgraphy—discovered by Prof. 
Bbentgen, has already brought out 
several others in phases as remarkable 
as the first. Edison is busy experi­
menting. and the possibility of taking 
u picture by telephone is now under 
consideration. But Dr. Simon, of New 
Yorkj outwizards tlie Wizard, if the 
account in to-day's Post-Dispatch is 
reliable. According to this report Dr. 
Simon has, by a method all his own, 
and ^distinct from the Roentgen ca­
thode “X” rays, taken a photograph 
of his own brain! And still further, 
has so applied liis method as to see 

j ’- his own brain illuminated bj’ his pro- 
L cess, not yet explained, and reflected 
if : upon a bright mirror. Next comes 

Prof. Thompson, of No. 5 Beekman 
b ystreet, New York, with a still more 
; startling announcement. He claims 
y ; to be able to photograph a throbbing

Send age, name in full, leading symp­
tom and two 2-cent stamps and you 
will receive by return mail, a correct 
diagnosis of your case

MASSACHUSETTS.
• »ld

and perhaps photograph its pent-up 
bitterness, secret pains, silent prayers 
and guilty memories, the age of re­
demption will appear. .

Another hope indulged by Thomas 
A. Edison is that these “X” rays will 
be found effective germicides, capable 
of destroying the poison of rabies, 
yellow fever, cholera, small-pox, and 
perhaps all the inimical bacteria and 
microbes that infest animal bodies. 
Still another discovery, of marvelous 
meaning, is reported from Washing­
ton. but I will omit it for the present. 
With airships carrying us from con­
tinent to continent “on flowery beds 
of ease,” “X” rays, and magic mirrors 
illuminating and revealing the marvels 
of animal and human life, and the 
world ablaze witli dazzling splendors 
of the electric suns hung at will in 
the vacancy of night, kindling per­
petual day on the midnight path of 
the lone pedestrian, and pictures 
taken through the telephone across 
the continent, courtships and mar­
riages conducted under the active sur 
veillance of Dr. Simon’s brain illum­
inator and thought recorder, what 
more is required to inaugurate the 
long-prophesied millenium?

Lyman C. Howe.

Pleasant Account of a 
Visit to Him.

FORSTER, DR, W. M.
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT

DR. W. M. FORSTER,

£
SX CeuUclaaj# ^L-v#..

DCVPUC DEVELOPS 
roIUlIL MEDIUMSHIP
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also constipation. A sure cure Kr that tired, worn-oul 
feeling. Guaranteed ttraaslst your system to health 
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month sent for#1.00.

One package of our Magnetized Compound for.aora 
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heart—throbs and all; to take the in-। ■,:.:, ■_ Liv til I"- 
I side of 
fe' case, id

a watch without opening the
s, not as a set of motionless wheels,

— as by the Roentgen system, but the 
r whole , machinery in motion. Mr. 
if Thompson makes the astounding state- 
v nient that his experiments have re­
f suited in the observation of the works 
< of a watch concealed within its case 

fe:? while in motion, and also that the 
i.- operation of the interior organs of an 
L dnimal or of a human being can, 
I ' through the use of his instrument, be' 
jV? :clearly observed; that food taken into

'l. ’ the system of the human being can be

h
V

M

seen during every stage of its journey 
from .the. throat to the stomach, and 
thb movement of the blood-corpuscles 
and expansions and contractions of 
'the. heart as clearly as if the organs 
could be taken, living and healthy, 
Troth the body and laid before the ej’e.

’ This reads like a fairy tale—a le-
.If^’jppd °f ^e medireval times. But it 

comes with tlie air of sincerity, as the 
report of real facts m actual demon­
stration. It seems to be approaching 
tlie climax which I forecasted in a for­
mer article, that these mystic rays are 
so subtile and various that it may yet 

£ develop that they will penetrate flesh, 
& bones, brains and all material things 

and photograph tlie living spirit 
Within. .
A Excarnate human beings have been 

^(photographed - by means of medium- 
lifihip: aud now, if this wonderful dis- 
-icovery should ultimate in-taking a 
^picture of tlie spirit in the body, the 

two-world processes would be on quite 
sifaihilisir terms. When war is ban­

ished from the earth, and men are 
(able to see the inner workings of each 
^Other’s functional life, and observe 
(Ihe brain-motions and thought-pulses 
Lwitiim; see the heart,and its motions,

Having recently spent two weeks at 
the pleasant home of “Farmer Riley,” 
as he is familiarly called, 1 desire to 
express through your columns some­
thing of the gratitude I feel to the 
angel-world not only, but also to 
those who have, in the relation of 
their own blessed experiences, so often 
cheered my heart when I have felt 
tbat hungry longing which only those 
can know who realize the inestimable 
worth of every faithful assurance of 
immortality. Such assurance I there 
received.

The first week of my stay we had 
no seances, as Mr. Riley was absent, 
but with the most unbounded hos­
pitality I was entertained by his esti­
mable wife, whose sacrifices for the 
cause of trutli can never be over­
estimated, and the many startling 
facts related to me of the patience 
and persistence of their efforts in the 
earlier experiences and demonstrations 
which came to them, have served as 
much as anything I have ever known 
to prove beyond 'the shadow of a doubt 
that those we have mourned as dead 
are ever ready to make their presence 
and power known to us whenever we 
make the needed conditions. To be 
where the angels “were wont to meet,” 
and witness for myself tiieir ‘ ‘coining 
and going,” was a privilege 1 had long 
coveted.

The return of Mr. Riley was greeted 
by a large number of letters asking 
for “dates,” but too numerous for all 
to be gratified. Those who were priv­
ileged to come were richly paid. 
Early in the evening, and before the 
materializing seance, a dark circle was 
held, about ten in number, seated 
around a table on which lay a guitar. 
The instant the lights were extin­
guished tlie guitar was caught up with 
a loud twang, and floating over our 
heads near tlie ceiling, poured out 
enchanting strains, while every one 
was conscious!}- affected by the har­
monious influences, as unseen hands 
were caressingly placed upon our 
heads, face and shoulders, and every 
token that love could bestow assured 
us of the presence of otir spirit 
friends, while raps were heard, and 
beautiful lights were seen; even the 
‘ ‘thin veil between us” seemed for the 
time removed, as later, when the ma­
terializing seance began, about twenty 
forms came out of the cabinet, one 
after another, being recognized by 
their friends, as the room was so light 
one could almost .see to read, and 
every feature and detail of dress could 
be plainly scrutinized.

I was made personally, happy to 
recognize my brother,'who had passed 
to Spirit-life twenty years hgo; also an 
old friend and pioneer of Spiritualism, 
who had been on “the other side” two 
years, and who had often assured me 
he would improve every opportunity 
to. remind his friends that he still 
lived, which assurance he has more 
than once verified. ..

We were permitted to shake hands

•with some of those who were strong 
enough, and also to receive slate mes­
sages not a few. On one occasion an 
old neighbor, whose skepticism had 
long resisted his desire to witness 
these manifestations, unexpectedly 
entered, but was cordially received, 
and who, when he saw the form of a 
short but pleasant-faced lady at the 
opening of the curtains, sprang up in 
great excitement, exclaiming, “My 
God, that is my mother!”—at which 
the spirit seemed to be greatly over­
come, and partly faded from view; 
but urged to reappear, she soon re­
turned, and so great was the surprise 
and delight of the hitherto unbeliev­
ing son. that he could hardly be in­
duced to retain his seat.

This was as convincing as if it had 
been - my own mother who appeared, 
and I felt the same, as slate after 
slate was passed out through the cur­
tains bearing messages of cheer and 
love.

As was customary, some of the sit­
ters had, before placing the slates in 
the cabinet, written questions on them 
asking direct answers, and as the 
slates were handed out it was found 
that the answers were in many in­
stances written between the lines, with 
the utmost precision, and in varied 
handwriting, which no mortal eye 
could see to do in the intense dark­
ness of the cabinet, while the answers 
were satisfying in the extreme—clear­
cut and to the point; names being 
signed which it was impossible for the 
medium to have known.

One gentleman who was present, 
and was suffering great pain, was 
called to take a seat near the curtain 
opening, at which a tall form was 
beckoning to him, who proved to be a 
physician, and proceeded to give tlie 
sick man a vigorous treatment, in 
plain sight of all present, and con­
suming about ten minutes’ time, re­
sulting in complete relief and entire 
absence of all pain.

A large music-box was then brought 
out of the cabinet by a spirit, who 
placed it in the hands of one of the 
sitters, by whom it was soon laid on a 
table near by, when immediately 
another and taller form strode rapidly 
out of the aperture, and, though the 
box weighed more than eighteen 
pounds, instantly lifted it with a 
slight touch, as though it had been a 
featherweight, bearing it quickly into 
tlie cabinet.

On another evening, while several 
forms appeared, and walked out into 
the room, we could hear the voice of 
Mr. Riley’s control, gently reassuring 
those who were trying to clothe them­
selves so as to be recognized by their 
friends, bidding them watch the 
others, and not get excited, but to be 
calm and confident, and I then learned 
that to most of those who try to ma­
terialize, their first attempt is hin­
dered by the fear that perhaps they 
may not be able to throw off the form 
they thus assume, and scarcely daring 
to venture, so does it seem to them 
like the change called death; so little 
do we know of the effort they make to 
manifest their presence.

It would take too much space to 
speak of all the wonderful things 
there witnessed, but I cannot forbear 
to add, that if anyone wants a living 
feast, and a perfect assurance of the 
reality of a life beyond, let him enjoy 
a visit to this delightful spot, .where 
everything bears the seal of genuine­
ness and fraud is out of the question.

I am myself a born skeptic, but I 
confess I had no use for skepticism 
there. Long may Mr. Riley be spared 
to give these blessed proofs of spirit­
return. J. D. Sanford.

Saginaw, Mich. ,

THE FOX SISTERS.
To ths Editor:—I see in Ths Pro- 

grsssivs Think sr that the Spiritual­
ists are to celebrate the forty-eighth 
anniversary of modern Spiritualism in 
Chicago next Sunday. Some six or 
eight years ago, if my memory serves 
me right, the secular press published 
that one of the Fox Sisters had made 
public confession that Spiritualism 
was a humbug,, and that the 
1 ‘Rochester knockings" were not the 
work of disembodied spirits, but were 
produced wholly by herself and sisters 
for the purpose of deceiving. If this 
was a genuine confession, it seems to 
me that Spiritualists of the present 
day are in mighty poor business in 
celebrating an event that has been de­
clared a fraud by one of the principal 
actors. I did not take any Spiritual 
papers at that time, and consequently

do not know how Spiritualists gen­
erally treated her confession. I should 
be pleased if you, or some of your 
readers, would enlighten me a little 
on the subject. lam not that kind 
of a Spiritualist who is at all desirous 
of celebrating the anniversary of a 
self-confessed fraud.

M. D. Bacon.

One of the Fox Sisters did. on one 
occasion, denounce Spiritualism as a 
fraud. She was then under the influ­
ence, no doubt, of Jesuitical spirits. 
She afterward deeply regretted her 
course, and made every effort to pro­
mote the cause of Spiritualism. What­
ever may have been the character of 
any one of the Fox Sisters, it is never­
theless true that modern Spiritualism 
dates its origin to them at Hydesville, 
N. Y., in 1848, and each year that 
fact should be duly commemorated.

At last week’s fterting of the Clin­
ical Society, a distinguished suburban 
practitioner, who® Same is withheld, 
in order not to afimtf any clue to the 
identity of the ‘patient, showed a 
girl, twelve yeartj tS age, who ex­
hibited in tlie moil tJbmplete and in­
dubitable form thei condition known 
as ‘ ‘dual existence/* or 1 ‘double con- 
sciousness.’l

Last year, after A severe illness, 
which was diagnoSsdito be meningitis, 
she became subject tt> temporary at­
tacks of unconsciousness, on awaken­
ing from which she appeared in an 
entirely different character. In her 
normal condition she could read and 
write and speak fluently and with com­
parative correctness. In the altered 
mental condition following the attack 
she loses all memory of ordinary 
events, though she can recall things 
that have taken place during previous 
attacks. So complete is this altera­
tion of memory that at first she was 
unable to remember even her own 
name, or to identify herself or her 
parents. By patient training in the 
abnormal condition she has been en­
abled to give things their names, 
though she still preserves a baby 
fashion of pronouncing. •

She sometimes remains in the ab­
normal condition for days together, 
and the change to her real self, takes 
place suddenly, without exciting sur­
prise or dismay, and she forthwith re­
sumes possession of her memory for 
events of her ordinary life, to the ex­
clusion of those which have transpired 
during the abnormal state. During 
the last month or so she appears to 
have entered on a new phase, for, 
after a mental blank of a fortnight’s 
duration, she awakened completely 
oblivious of all that had happened 
since June, 1895, and she alludes to 
events that took place just anterior to 
that date as though tliey were of 
quite recent occurrence; in fact, she 
is living mentally in July, 1895.

These cases, though rare, are, of 
course, not infrequently, met with, 
and they have been carefully studied, 
especially in France, where women 
appear more prone to neurotic man­
ifestations. The hypothesis that finds 
most favor is that tbe two halves of 
the brain do not work in unison; in 
other words, that there has been some 
interference with' tee connections 
which, in the ordinary normal being, 
make of a wonderfully composite organ 
like the brain tine organic whole. 
Sometimes'on$ pal$ X>f the brain, and 
sometimesithe othftr,'’takes possession 
of the field of psythi&il activity, and, 
as each part worksite the exclusion of 
the other, we get .the Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde transformations.

‘The abovejs fro&the London (Eng.) 
Medical Press. The base presented is 
undoubtedly one Sf direct spirit con­
trol. Instances ot this kind have re­
peatedly occurred in tlbis country.

An Unparalleled Offer.
Twenty thousand copies Of The Ency­

clopaedia of Death, and Life in the Spir­
it-World, in paper cover, are to be given 
away to new subscribers of The Pro­
gressive Thinker. By sendii g to this 
office a three months’ subscription to 
The Progressive Thinker—25 cents 
—you will get the book. It has been 
selling for 50 cents. This offer will hold' 
good only during April. When you 
send in your order get your friends to 
unite with you. We want to reach 20,­
000 new readers. ’ -

£yAny one of our present subscrib­
ers, who will send us a new three 
months’ subscriber with iis own sub-
scription Extending 
months), can each 
book.

it not less than six 
have a copy of the

FOR BEGINNERS.
The Play of the Planets.
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MRS. G. PARTRIDGE,

PLANETARY METEOROLOGY.

BY RICHARD MANSILL,

Melted Pebble Spectacles;
Restorelost vision. Write for Illustrated Circular! 

showing styles and prices and photo of Spirit Yarma. 
who developed this clairvoyant power in me. 1 can 
adjust my Melted Pebble Spectacles as perfectly 
your eyes in your own home aa It you were la my 
office, as thousands can testify. Send stamp for 
photo. BF. Poo lx, Clinton, Iowa.

A REMARKABLra« 
name, age, sei, 4 cents postage and I will diagnose 
^X^86 uud lcl1 F°u wbat will cure your ailments FREE. J. C. Batdorf. M.D., Grand Rapids, Mich.
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QPJRITUALIBTS VISITING CHICAGO CAN Fl Nd 
kJ cozy rooms, equal to those at hotels, with a 
ParktUaH’1 famlly’ at 88 8U John’8 PIace’ near Union

MISS M. DERMOND—SENSITIVE TO THE EX* 
treine trance condition, standing on tbe bordel 

land as a mediator between tbe two worlds, material 
and spiritual, reBiorlug to the disturbed mind ani 
body the beautiful natural condition of life. 267 W 
Madison street Chicago, JU. 333

MRS. CONNELLY’S
Gray Hair Redemption. Free from Lead, Silver, 
Sulphur and all poisons. It will restore gray, farted, 
blended or rulued hair to Its youthful color. HU 
not a dye; no staining sculp, will not make tbe hall 
spotted green aud reddish as other# do. 25 and 5$ 
cents. Sent by mall. Two-cent stamps taken. Will 
last tor mouths and leave tbe hair t>ofi, curly. bea£ 
tiful. clean and natural. Address MRS. ANNA 
CONNELLY, 1215 Mt. Vernon SU, Philadelphia, Pa, 
Two aud four cents extra for postage according to ' 
size. Send for circulars. Write your uame and ad­
dress plain. 334

B. F. Poole, Clinton, Iowa—Dear Sir: 
—I have received wonderful help from 
your remedies. Elixir of Life, Nos. 1 and 
2, and'Spirit Yama's instructions how 
to take care of the body. Kindly your 
friend, Mus. A. M. Jones, Mark, Chau­
tauqua County, N. Y.

1 think your Elixir of Life, Nos. 1 and 
2, the best remedies in existence.—H. E.

Send your name and age in your own 
handwriting and I will diagnose your 
disease free of charge. Enclose three 
2-cent stamps and address J. S. Cooper, 
M. D., Chillicothe, Mo. 32dtf

I will mall one week's trial treatment 
of the famous Australian Electro Pill 
Remedy free to all readers of The Pro­
gressive Thinker, or seven weeks’ 
treatment for only $1.00; for catarrh, 
kidney, liver and stomach and general

ORDER OF
THE MAGI.

SPIRITUALIST BADGES.
EVERY ....

SPIRITUALIST
SHOULD WEAR THE 

SUNFLOWER 
JEWELRY.

SOCIAL UPBUILDING,

REMOVED.

complaints. Special terms to agents. __ ____ ___ ____  _____
Address with stamp, Dr. E. J. WORST, IjoHN JACOBS, Box 303 Lorain, O.
Ashland Ohio 352 —836

Mothers will find aMrs. Winslow’s Soothing 
Syrup-’ the beet to use lor children while 
teething. An old and well tried remedy.

PROF. G. DARWIN KNAPP
Gives fouI readings, magnetizes articles to remove 

dkca'Cs. and lo prompt tbe unfoldment of medium* 
| ship. Scud your own hand-writing, photo, color of 

hair and *1. Photo subject to return. Lock Box 248 
Cincinnati. Ohio. 832

D Br'dgeBetw<)Sd.Tw0 Worlds." | „i A1,tvoyANT readings-full a cents; 
By Abby A. Judson, inis book is ded- ( v trial 10 cents, Diagnosis 6 cents. Dr. 8. Barney, 
icated to all earnest souls who desire, by 1 am Logan meet Grand Rapid., Mich.isi
harmonizing their physical bodies and T>rnS. M. a. nEEh. spikitual healek. teacii- 
their psychical bodies with universal lu. er und pBrchometrlel. Private sitting* for tents 
nature, and their souls With the higher »]id“dvl<e. Open meeting, Tuesday alwriioonii, 21'10 . ’ . . , Michigan nve. 384intelligences, to come into closer connec-1_____________ :____________________________  
tion with the purer realms of the Spirit-'t ife heading and questions answered. 
world. It is written in the sweet spirit- L Send look of hair, birth dale und 11. W. 11. Cran
ual tone that characterizes all of Miss dull, 1115 Penn Ave.. Plt’sburg. Pa. 332
Judson’s literary works. Price, cloth, 
$1; paper, 75 cents. .---------— „ - - -—-...............................- -—r x | stamp. Prof. James Hilling, 1 Essex bl., Somerville,

“The Fountain of Life, or The Three j ^L 1182 
fold Power of Sex.” By Lois Wais 1 special treatments for health, sue- 
brooker. One of the author ’em OSt useful H .ceM aud I’aPP11}0*^ oue week free. Send a Belt* addreseed stamped envelop for partlcu'arB. R. J. books. It should be read by every man Brown, 1J8< Park avc.. Chicago, 111, 882
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Anew system of healing rased on 
_ _ _ cliemlcal and magnetic co-ordination of reme*

dies to the afflicted parts of the body. A aystem of
Cloth. $1.^0. paper, Ou cents. | treating disease that 1b scientific and natural. Send

,• TTOW TO DRAW YOUR SPIRIT FRIENDS 
around you v 1 h talisman. Ten cents sliver aud

“Poems of Progress.
Doten. In this volume, this peerless 
poet of Spiritualism may be read in her 
varied moods, “from grave to gay, from 
lively to severe." It is a book to be 
treasured and ribhly enjoyed by all who 
love genuine poetry, and especially by | 
Spiritualists. The volume is tastily 
printed and bound. Price $1. For sale 
at this office.

"History of the Inquisition.” Every 
citizen of -our country should read this 
concise history of that Romish churchly 
institution known as the Inquisition. 
The animus ot Romanism against all I 
institutions, beliefs and parties not in 
conformity with the ruling powers of1 
the Romish hierarchy is plainly shown 
in these statements of veritable history.! 
The devilishness and murderous ma-1 
lignity of the “Holy Inquisition” is 
scarcely paralleled in all the world’s 
records of inhuman atrocities. It is for 
sale at this office, and will be mailed 
postpaid for 25c.

~ T . . date of birth, leading vyniptonu and four cents In 
By Lizzie stamps for diagnosis and terms. F. p. BRANDT, 
• ’ Jackson. Mich. 835

HUMAN CULTURE § CURE
MARRIAGE, SEXUAL DEVEL­

OPMENT, AND SOCIAL 
UPBUILDING.

BY E. D. BABBITT, M. D., LL. D.

A moil excellent and very valuable work, by the 
Dean of the College of Fine Forces, and uutlior of 
other Important volumes on Health, Social Science, 
Religion, etc.

Price, cloth, 73 cents. Fer sale at this office.

The Evolution of the DeviL
By Henry Frank, the Independent preacher ot New 

York City. The most learned, accurate, sclentldc and 
pMlosophlcal analyala of Hla Satanic Majesty erer From Night to Morn, Or An Appeal nnbiiatied. The book contain. 66 page., and la beau- 

to the Baotist Church.” By Abby A. ufully bound, with llkeneaa of author on title Page, 
o w nf Price cent#.Judson. Gives an account of her experi­

ence in passing Jrom the old faith of her 
parents to the light and knowledge of 
Spiritualism. It is written in a sweet 
npirit, and is well adapted to place in 
the hands of Christian people Price

God in the Constitution.
Bv Robert G. Ingersoll. One of the best papers Colo­

nel Ingersoll ever wrote. Tn paper cover, with like* 
nesB of author. Price, 10 cento; twelve copies forii.00-

15 cents.
“The Influence of the Zodiac Upon Hu-’ 

man Life,” by Eleanor Kirk, assisted by 
J. C. Street, A. B. N. This book eluci­
dates the principles of the Zodiac in a 
manner that adapts it to common com­
prehension. It indicates the location, 
characteristics and Influence of each 
sign of the Zodiac, gives the days which 
each sign governs, etc., and, besides its 
astrological information, imparts much 
useful instruction. For sale at this of­
fice. Price $1.00.

JOAN, THE MEDIUM.
Or, the Inspired Heroine of Orleans, Spiritualism 

as a Leader of Armies. By Moses Hull. This Is at 
once the most truthful history of Joan of Arc, and 
one of tho most convincing arguments on Spiritualism 
overwritten. No novel was ever more thrllllngly in­
teresting; no history more true. Price In cloth, 40 
cents; paper cover, 25 cento. For sale at this office.

A VALUABLE WORK.
Researches In Oriental History,

“Mediumship and Its Development- niurtkww£7^ 
and How to Mesmerize to Assist Devel,
opment.’’ By "W. H. Bach. Especially 
useful to learners who seek to know and 
utilize the laws of mediumship and de­
velopment, and avoid errors. Price, 
cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents,

“The Molecular Hypothesis of Na­
ture*” By Prof. W. M.' Lockwood. 
Prof. Lockwood is recognized as one of

Embracing the Origin of the Jews, the Rise and DereN 
opment of Zoroastrianism and tbe Derivation of 
Christianity; to which is added: Whence Our Aryan ------------ «_^ « ~----- ... One of the him*

IMMORTALITY.
A poem In five cantos "If a man die, shall he live?" 

Is fully answered. BI W. S. Barlow, author of 
Voices. Price 60 cento.

AN EXCELLENT WORK.
r\EATH AND TNE AFTER-LIFE.

Ths "Stellar Key" is tho nhllosophlcal Intro­
------ - - « ductton to tbo revelations contained in thia hook,
the ablest lecturers on the spiritual FOB- some idea of this little volume maybe gained from tbe 
trum. In this little volume he presents [^^“neVi^^
an succinct form tne substance 01 HIS lee- Bummer-Land; ^Social Centre#in tbe summer-Land: 
tores on the Molecular Hypothesis of
Nature; and presents his views as dem- j Workers; 8-UltImates in the Bummer-Land: $-Voice 
nnctT'Htino’ a priAntifle of Sniritnal- from James Victor Wilson. This enlarged edition con­onstrating a ocienunc oasis oi pP™^ ^,^^^6^ amount ot matter in fem 
16m. The book is commended to all who mer edition*, and is enriched by a beautiful front!*- 
love to study andthink. Forealeat this W^^^ «
office, Price 2o cents. . ‘gttbiioaco.______ _——__

v

As the Sunflower turns Its 
face towards the sun, so Splr* 
UusljaiB turns the tscesot hu­

manity from darkness and superstition towards tbs 
Sunlight of Truth and Progression.

PRICES:
Rolled Plate Bar Pin......................................... *9 25
Solid Gold Bar Pin..............................................a w
Electroplate Badge............................................ m
Rolled Plate Badge, Scarf Pin or Lapel Buttou... 1 25 
Solid Gold Badge, Scarf Pin or Lapel Button.. .. 1 75 
Rolled Plate Maltese Watch Cham.................... 8 00
Solid Gold Maltese Watch Charm............... .......5 00
Rolled Plate Maltese Pendent............................  8 00
Solid Gold Maltese Pendant............................. 5 OT

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE,

40 LOOMIS STREET, CHICAGO

THE WOMAN’S BIBLE
PART L THE PENTATEUCH.

Comments on Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Humbert 
and Deuterouomy, by

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lillie Devereux 

Blake, Rev, Phebe Hanaford, Ciara Be* 

wick Colby, Ellen Battelle Dietrick, 

Mrs. J Mti Isa Southworth, Ur­

sula N. Gestefeld, and 

Frances E. Barr.

"In every sou] there le bound up some truth end 
ewuc error, and each gives to the world of thought 
what uo other one possesses."—Cousin.

The bright and scholarly comments of this galaxy 
of bright inlnda are of deep Interest, and throw a 
strong aud new light on the Bible teachings relating 
to woman. All should read It.
Price 50c. For sale at this Office?

MISS JUDSON'S BOOKS.
WHY SHE BECAME A SPIRITUALIST,

264 pages. Oue copy, 41; tlx copies, 45.

FROM NIGHT TO MORN}

Or, An Appeal to the Baptist Church.

82 pages. One co^y, 15 ceuta; ten copies, 41.

THE BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO WORLDS.

209 pages. One copy, bound in cloth, 41; paper, 73 
cents.
For Sale at this Office, 40 Loomis Street.

Woman, CM and State.
A Historical Account of the Status 

of Woman Through the Chris­
tian Ages, with Reminis­

cences of the Matri- 
arehatc.

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE.

•THE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE IM 
J. formation succinctly and clearly stated In this 

volume of 5M pages la amazing. Tbe title, as above 
given, falls to convey an Idea of tbe fulness and com­
pleteness with which tbe subjects are treated. T^e 
Matriarchate, or Mother-rule, Is the theme of the first 
chapter, In which much lore, quaint queer and curi­
ous, Is brought to view In elucidation of the subject. 
This *** followed by chapters on Celibacy. Canon Law. 
Marquette, Witchcraft, W^vea, Polygamy, Woman and 
Work. The Church of To-day, Past Present, Future; 
and there II not a chapter In the book that la not 
handled to a masterly manner, and tbat for quantity 
and quality of information. Is not worth tbe full price 
of the volume. It Is packed with knowledge well- 
arranged, and Intensely interesting from beginning to 
end. No one can possibly regret buying it; it Is a val­
uable addition to tbe library of any tree and truth-lov­
ing mind.

Price, $2.00. For sale at this 
office.

JUST PUBLISHED!

AUTOMATIC WRITING
. [SOCALLED] with other

PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES

■ SABA A. UNDERWOOD, 
With Half-tone Portrait and Speci­

men Pages of the Writing.

Handsomely bound in CMh.
Price, $1,50. Postayo 10e extra.

THE DIAKKA.
'THE DIANNA AND THEIR EARTH- 
£ ly Victims, by the Beer, A. J. Darts, to & very to- 

(creating and suggestive work. It lx on explanation of 
much that Is false and repulsive In Spiritualism, ent 
bodying a most Important recent Interview with J tinea 
Victorwllson, a resident of the Summer-Itai Priov 
aetata. For tele at thia offic* '


