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e of the Religions of
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A Boctn_:f{e j)eliver'ed', N
BY MORRIS BOSTWICK,
Ot Janesville, Wis.
CONTINUED FEOM LAST WEEK.
The old Temple church {n London is
full of o
QUAINT: PHALLIC SYMBOLISM,
gne of the western towers of St., Paul’s
Cathedra), Londop, is a double lithoi,
or obeligk, such ag is placed in front of
every temple, Christian.or heathen. It
is surmounted by the fir cone of Bac-
chus, and the sculptured urns Below it
are rvepresented as flaming w1§h the

mystic fire. \ ) ‘
,The much-disputed origin of - the

= . pointed Gothicarch, or the lancat-shaped

-",-arch, and the Saracenic or Moorish

e

..~rounded: by grove

.horseghoe arch, is the union apd the
. ~blending of the two generative figures,

..« namely, the discus or round, ‘and- the
- «+-upright or vertical;--These forms, in

i their infinite variety; are the . parents of

.- l] arehitecture.

“MYSTERY OF ONE OF THESE TEMPLES,

And now, in proof. of -this, let us go

' dnto Egypt and; look ghont us.

To the imaginative and reflective
mind there is not a more romantic or
fusolnating country in.the world than
‘the ngrrow, fertile strip in the valley of
the Nila. Well may it be called a land
of myptery; land-of the incomprehensi-
blé sphinx, the wonders of Karnec, and
the wgll-pigh innumerable ruined tem-
ples. "Lat us approach and attempt to
solve:-the.mystery.of .one of these tem-

«.ples, -standing, - in &l its stupendons

grandeur and “solitude, on' the edge of
;h,e desert. S

Beyond: -Cairo -gnd Memphis, up the

Nile, beyond wlere the dim sky-line.

greeps away intd 'thé’. desert, lies
‘Penderah. The temple lies at some
distance from the river, in the midst of
a sgea of emerald vegetation. Miles
away the ruins look enormous, showing
from the distance as a massive, low-
browed pile of dead-white -masonry.
[The front wall slopes in slightly toward
. the top, and -the facade appeuars to be
< supported on eight square piers, with a
large doorway in the center.
rom the distance all looks strangely
solemn and deathlike—morve like 4 tomb
- than a temple; not less deathlike in sol-
itude are 1ts surroundings; not g tree,
ot a hut, not & lving form, breaks the
monotony of the vision, - .
Behind the temple for a space lie
mounded ruins, and then-the mountains
rise, with sheeny sand drifts heaped in
the hollows of their bare buttresses, and
spaces of soft, blue shadows in their
misty chasms, and where the mountain
range recedes, a long vista of glittering
desert opens to the Liybian horizon.

IMMENSE PROOF.

Not until one stands immediately

under the ponderous portico and looks
down ugon the paved floor below, and
up to the high cornice which projects
overhead, like an impending wave, can
he realize the immense proportions of
the building. Lofty as it looks from a
distance, not more than two-thirds of its
actual height has been excavated from
the impending mounds. One stands
twenty feet above the level of the ficor
of the first great hall, and must descend
a steep temporary staircase to stand
upon the original pavement,
- The effect of the portico, as one stands
at the top of the staircase, is one of
overwhelining majesty; its breadth, its
height, the massiveness of its parts, ex-
ceed in grandeur all that one could an-
ticipate.

The immense girth of its columns, the
huge screens which conneet them, the
ponderous cornice jutting overhead,
confuse the imagination, and appear
more enormous than they are.

Looking up to the architrave, we see
sculptured in bas relief a procession of
priests and warriors, some with stand-
ards and some with musical instruments.

The winged globe, depicted on an
oenormous scale in the ‘curve of the
cornice, seems to hover over the central
doorway; hieroglyphs, emblems, strange
figures of kings and gods, cover every
foot of wall space, frieze and pillar.

Complex decoration seems to be here
the natural complement of simplicity of
form. Every group, every inscription,
seems to be necessary, and in its place.
The. slightest details of the sculpture
are as perfect as on the day when the
last workman departed, -

In the days of its glory it wasthe most
gorgeous, as well 4s the most recent, of
the temples of E;.rfypt." It stood sur-

d 8 0 }mlm‘s and acacias,

" within the precinets of a large inclosure,
‘surroiinded by a massive wall, a thou-

. sdhd feet in length, the remains of

. ‘which: are still traceable, The origin

of “the templéitself - is lost in -the night
of time, but in its present architectural
form, it dates no further back ‘than the
time of the Ptolemys. ST
MAGNIFICENCE OF THE  TEMPLES,

1 - The ceremonial of Egyptian worship
!l was essentially processional,-and. the
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temples, to a certain extent, seem to
have been constructed so as to admit o
a display of pageantry within its wallsf
It wasindispensable thatitshould have:
storgeghambers, in which were kept in-
struments, vestments, and- divine em-
blems, and the like; laboratories for the
preparation of perfumnes and unguents;
treasuries for the safe- custody of holy
vessels and ?recious offerings; halls for
the assembling and marshaling of the
priests and functionaries, and for pro-
cessional purposes, corridors, staircases,
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planted with avenues of trees and sur-
rounded with walls.

Wandering through tbe temple, we
come at length to a stairway on the
north side, and here, to our delight as-
cending along the wall, carved in bas-
relief, are the priests of the temple in
procession, mounting the stairs, and we
see, just as of old, the eplendid
pugeantry of Egyptian worship stand
revealed before our eyes. :

Here is represented the whole won-
derful procession with the king march-
ing at 1ts head, followed by the standard-
bearers, the hierophants and then the
whole body of priests. .o

Their attitudes are so natural, their
forms so roundly cut that one could al-
most fancy them in motion asthe candle
flickers by them. One half fancies
there must be times when they step out’
from their places on thewall and take
up the last verse of the chanted hymn,
to the sound of their long-mute instru-
ments, ¢ . . .

On the opposite side angther gtairway
leads down, lined with seulpture of the
descending procession.

We do not diggover here the mystery
of the purpose fqr which the tem fe.was
built; the rogf, we poréeiye, may have
been used to gtudy the stars, bjit surely
this -was not>the -objectfor—which the-
temple'was erected. - .

The temple conpists of a portico, 4 hall

E ha. hird

of entrance, the hill of assembly

hall which may bb called the hall df the
sacred boats, ode ~sn_1g<1%¢ -grpundifioor
chapel, and, upwWards. o LTﬁWgﬁ . side
chambers of varidus slzes, mogt of Which
are totally dark.

Eacly one of these halls and chambers
bears the sculptured record of its use.
Hundreds of tablesux in bas-relief,
thousands of elaborate tyroglific inserip-
tions cover every foot of available space
on wall and ceiling, on doorway and
column, and on theglining slabs of pas-
sage-ways and stalrcases.

A STOREHOQUSE OF. RECORDS:

Here we find programmes of cerémon-
ial observances, numberless legends of
the gads,chronologies of kings with their
various titles, registers of whights and
meagures, catalogues of efferings, rec-
ipes for the preparation of oils and es-
sences, records of repairs and restora-
tions done to the temple, gengraphical
lists of cities and . provinces, inventories
of treasure and thelike. .

The hall of assembly contains a calen-
dar of festivals and sets forth- with
studied precision the rites to be per-
formed on each recurring anniversary.

ASTRONOMY RECOGNIZED,
On the ceiling of the portico we find
an astronomical zodiac. On the wall of
a small temple on the roof, the whole

gether with the order of prayer for the.
twelve hours of the night, and a calen-
dar of the festivals of Osiris in all the
cities of the upper and the lower Nile.
Out of the sunshine and daylight one:
passes into & region of silence and mys-
tery, a death-damp smell is in the alr
and by the half light which strays in
through the portico one can see vague
outlines of a forest of giant columns ris-
ing out of the 8‘glloom. Behind them
again appear shadowy vistas of success:
ive halls leading away into -depths of
imlgenetmble darkness. . . .
ack of the hall of assembly is situated
the most sacred sanctum—she holy of
holies of the temple. This was the cen-
tral room at thé extreme rear of the
temple, exactly opposite the main  en-
trance, and was known as the oratory of
:Hathor and contained the sacred niche
in which was kept the treasure for
which the whole temple had been reared
as a casket, and what was this treasure?
What, but a great golden sistrum,
the supreme symbol of Phallic worship?

DIVINE MOTHER OF HORUS.,

The sistrum is the supreme symbol of
Isis, the divine mother of Horus, that is,
of all created helngs and things; and
this motherhood is the natural result of
her marriage with Osiris; still she re-
mains ever the celestial and eternal
Virgin. who, by the use of her sistrum
or virginal mwagio wand drove away
Typhon, or evil, from her presence.

The sistrum represents the Yoni thrice
barred across, thus closing the door of
life: the bars are also bent 80 they can-
not be removed excupt by the celestiul
magic wand. . G

It was the sublime symbol in the an-
cient religion of that. power in. nature
which ‘causes: the germination - of life
and vegetation. ", T
.~ The symbol-formed .a kind of a tim-
brel and make'a tinkling sound when
shaken, as was done by the priests car-
rying them in proeession.- - It ‘consists of
a thin oval metal frame, thidugh which
pass: @ number of metal ré{s, and the

® |oval is-fastened to & handle . by

| den {n the secret niche in the chamher

courtyards, cloisters and vast inclosures |,

nature, as the reci

history of the resurrection of Osiris, to-

> by which it
is shaken,” The oval" indicates. genera- °

‘tion, and. the . érossbary perpetual: vir- I

ginity. - eyt I S
. This great gdlden sistrum lying bid-.
of Hathor, the .king alone’ was privi--
leged to take out of its recess;, having

done so he would enclose it in a costly Lcan be traced up from'the rough mono-
:lith ofthe Stone:Age by statelysymbols,
i through all:the’ages-of the development |

i

ptured ‘on the' walls of the hgllin Of humanity.’ That'this old worship, of

shrine, covered with ‘a thick veil, and
place’it in "one of .the sacred boats, of
whilch we find elaborate representations
scu
which they were kept. _
PHALLICISM THE FOUNDATION OF ‘R§-
' ~ " LIGIOUS SYSTEMS, S

. 'These boats, which were constructed
of cedar wopd, gold and silver, were in-
tended to bie hpisted on wrought" polés|

and so “carried in procession op-the|

shoulders of the priests. . A

But you would ask how we know that
this golden sistrum used to lie hére in
this sécret crypt. Because Marriette,
the Egyptologist, discovered it there
undisturbed in its niche, where it Lad
ain for ocenturies, from the day when
the priests departed or were driven out
of the temple by the Arab conquerors.

Thus we find Phallicism at the foun-
dation of all religious systems. Modern
religions in every detail are a  mere
evolution of this old worship, The bell
at the altar has taken the place of the
sistrum, and the string of Phalll has
given place to the rosa‘r?y. L

The Lini am and Yoni are repre-
sented by beautiful and -elaborate” de-
signs which give no hint of theéir real
meaning, save to the scholar interested
in such things. . o

THE WEIGHT OF SUPERSTITION,

Tha only way to relteve men’s minds
fromithe weight of superstition and to
cleapithe way for their higher mental
and Bpiritual. development, is to famil-
iarize thiem with the true origin of their
religion and reveal to6 them the true
meanin{g of its mysteries and symbolism.

This is the only way that creeds and
ceremonies can be rendered intelligible
or abolished, and the ignorant sectarian
confounded and forced to -perceive the
bread, clear . light -of -truth. The old
dogmas,.if they are to survive, must be
interpreted in the light-of their origin.
Man must come to perceive. that truth,
as he sees it and interptets’ it, isthe:
soul. of all-worsbip;-pust; presont and-itg

all aspiration, and raises man into har-
mony with.the infinite laws of the uni-
verse. -

Thus we perceive that men of old
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-come; it is the foundation ahd.orown of |

Thooght,
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f Her Problems.

Cel b

the ages... It is‘only. by-coming to study
ancient.man- and pis'wwy.of looking at
things that we'éan 1ift- the veil and ex-
plain the traesorigin-and meuning of
‘these'old lerends gnd refider them pow-|
 erléss of working fupther harm,

. The monuments . ..~ :

"1 ERECTED TA PHALLI

[ .

C WORSHIP

Buch’ great anttquity;-existed down to
t'the time of the Sixteenth Century in
‘Western Eirope is.‘now well authenti-
cated. o

A study of the witchoraft persecutions
seems to indicatethat the witches® sab-
‘bath was a suvvival pf Phallic worship.
The rise and: spread of Buddhism
‘westward, inculéating ‘its nature-bating
dogmus, seems tohave done much to
overthrow the intluénce of Phallic wor-
ship and bringits doctrines and symbol-
ism into- disgrace; «yet, notwithstanding
that Phallicism has-passed away, the
‘whole symbolisin of:church architecture
1s phallie.
found everywherd- in our everyday life;
as, for instunce, in the belief that it is

LUCKY TO FIND A HORSE-SHOE.
or that evil can.be.warded off by putting
it up over the deor.;-Assoon as we learn
that it was formerly an emblem of Phal-
lio worship the mystery veases,

VAST ANTIQUITY OF PHALLIC WORSHIP.

veliglon, whosd 1 vast: antiquity is buried
in‘tﬁ'e'n_ight; ol “time, has been, go stand
anjdst the Drnidical ‘circles and gaze
1ipon the solemniCromlechs.

‘Go to Atbury and :Stonehenge; stand
gn Sidbury hill ‘and gaze down the val-
ley at the serpentine lines of Monoliths
winding down and cireling about Atbury
like & great sngke. o
. Go.gage on. the round towers of Ire-
landrand the far-away-rock ctit temples
of Elephanta. S
. Go to Egypt and- stand on that old
Thebaq Plateau, and. glance dowrn those
crumbling ‘avenues jof Sphinxes, or go
gazo on the Collossi andr Abou-Simbel in
the early.dawn, when the.unearthly row
‘of giant faces seems;.close.against the
sky, and watch them ; us the sky warms,
;’e_agi. flggt,, _xmffmomfy nelts Igga;dee ens,

-their faces' glow-as-with:gn arlgen
:iﬁ_e;—'aud 'totﬁ’a'mnﬁfe\\&. they‘se%?ﬁ:%e
transtigured,und then refleet, thut Phal-
lic warship bailt them nll.

.Go into cathedral aisles-and gaze up
at the great rose windows, and the
sculptured symbols. .upon , the span-

looked upon the ‘ea.r;él;"as the mould of
cipient of seeds, the
nurse of what was produced in its bosom.

The sky was the father, the earth was
the mother. o

Thus Aeschulus says the bright sky |
loves to penetrate the earth; the eart
on her part aspires to the heavenly’
marriage. . - b

Rain falling from the watery sky im-
})regnntes the earth, and she ‘produces’
or mortals tures of the flocks and ;
the gifts of Ceres. S o {

The sky, says Plutarch, -appears. to:
men to perform the functions of & father
as the earth those of a mother,

The sky-was. the [ather, for it cast
seed into the bosom of the earth, whichj
on receiving it, became fruitful. and'
brought forth and was the mother.

THE CARDEN OF EDEN INTERPRETED,

Reading the chapter in the Bible, in
Genesis, concerning the Garden of Eden,
by the light of Phallic worship, the
garden would be the Yoni and the tree
of life standing in the midst of the
den would be the Phallus. The tree of ‘
knowledge would be the Phallic mystery
which Adam and Eve—here meaning
simple and ignorant humanity—through |
the serpent, meaning curiosity, cunning
and animal passion, discover the mate-
rial mea.nin’%lof the Phallic secret which
the priests have hidden, and, standing
no longer in awe of it, give themselves,l
up to unbridled licentiousness, with its!
consequent  resulting. .prudery and
shame,

Looking at the matter from a more
hysical . standpoint, which is more
iable to be the correct one, and remem-.

bering that ancienf man regarded the:
earth as the great mother, &sd woman,
we can eas_ilﬁaqcpun‘t. for - the. origin of:
the dogma that humanity fell through
tue sin’of :woman, that is, of great
Mother Eve the Earth. . . . e

The apple .eaten . would be the. sun
itself, which would be eaten up .by the
father, Adam—the sky, and mother,
Eve—the earth, when the. clouds gath-
ered, and the serpent which- came -into
the garden would be the ice and snow:
drifts of the glacial age.

It seems reasonable, supposing that
men were living in a summer world, |
such as we know the Tertiary age to
have been, that the occurrence of sudden .
and tremendous climatic changes, which !
turn the beautiful summer world into a
howlin% wilderness of ice and snow, that
naturally the belief would. arise in the;
minds of primitive men, that Eve—the
earth, the great mother—had committed
some terrible sin, & sin which was beiag
visited upon her children, even to the
third and fourth generations. o

This seems a very plausible way of ac-
counting for the origin of the story in
Gehesis, We may feel reasonably sure
that it was only by such means that such
stories could and did originate,

SATIRE AND.RIDICULE,
- In_ seeking. to. disprove. and- render
obsolete religious.dogmas wé have been

.too prone to use satire and ridicule, and '

thoughi they have proven salutary, inai
certain sense,'in inoculating the com:-
munity with a little common sense,. they !
are too often & boomerang; which - does -
asmuch harm- as ‘good: They ares tod

cheap and rude weapons with which to

successfully demolish these children-of!

gar-,

drells and:alongthe:extrados of the
arches, shrine, altar and ¢hoir, from
floor to.cap-stone. The whole structure
is ornamented with a beautiful symbol-
ism whose mystic meaning is Phallic
and Phallic alone. ’

The myssic 3. 8. in the grille-work of

P

‘the screen, the egg and tongue mould-{-

ings, and still others with their wavy
flante-like markings and, most signifi-
cant of all, behold, as the soul soars up
jd exultation on:the waves of -the sacred
entrancing music, and the air grows
-heavy with burning perfume, the beauty
and splendor.of the altar, with its
flowers and gelden furnishing, its starry.
rows of waxen. crests, shining from
their .sculptured niches - through .the
mist of the incense, -~ - \

What means this fire on the altar,
this mystorious light, candles burning
at noon-day, torches borne in the hands
at funerals, the congregated tapers
about the bed of the™ dead, the solemn
multitudes of lamps with their riehly-
wrought golden cases - gleaming about
shrine and tabernacle—what vut that
fire ascending  towards heaven is one of
the profoundest symbols of the great
generative power? : :

‘Thus when we learn that fire burns on
all the altars of the religions of the
world we perceive how vast and per-
sistent is the influence of this old Phal-
lic. religion. Wherever men worship,
the'lights symbolicsl of the divine en-
grgyof generation-are burning. s

Yor this reason and- this alona are the

MASSES ‘OF SACRED LAMPS

disposed about:-all sanctuaries. : These
flames. encircle the mostholy poiut of
the Mosques of Mohamimed: they glow
in - lambent - beauty about the saint
shrines in the. churches®of the etérnal
city and -are-massed in-splendid efful-
gence . aboutithe grand altar of. St. Pe-
ters; in the sacred- stables.at Bethlohem'
stheir glory.-is never guenched, und they.

are burning constantly in'mystic attesta- *

tion in Jerusslem before the tomb of the'
Redeemer, a silent. witness and sign to;
the initiate of the -origin and si‘gniﬁ-

. cance of the worship they embellis

Ancient man, seeking vainly to com-
prehend the mystery of flame, as he
saw fire struck out of the hard bosom of
the cold, chilly, uncxploding lint, came
to believe that the coldest, hardest stone

"has a heart of fire, and that all nature fop goce

was built up on the divine fire: that the
flag-stone of ‘matter- shut it down as it

were, but that it awaited oanly a suﬁi-,

cient cause to stream forth and unwind
its starry limbs, . :

- They gazed with awe-upon its multi-
form . shapesy: its trails ofp sparks, its
flame wreaths, spouting, sfintillating,
wavarinF ‘arches and vortexes, starting
up out of the matrix of things and melt-
ing and consuming them- into the spirit-

ual and imperceptible. - .

* They conceived of it as the affection,
thelove of the material world, as the
glowing -supernatural -flower of .love,
‘growingout'of the cold, inanimate.womb
of matter; as'the great love.of .the ma-
terial world, .whose warnth. and:avdor
destroyed-..the physical, - perceptible
form; freed. it- from. its prison of form
and gave it rebirth:and resurrection to:
the spirit.of the thing, in the spiritual,]
aunseen world. L

-Hence wesee why fire

is'80 signiﬁcant

£

.| form-which created all rebirth

Traces of it are still to be |

. If you would: compretiend what this |

of the re-birth and resurrection of the
spiritual .out of the material, as g sym-~
bol-of the immortality of ‘the soul,;and
why, hesides, from its. perpendicular as-
'cending form it hecame one of the great:
Phallic symbols. :

It was fire in th

is spiritual, hidden
,.all life,
upon the earth. : :
Fire—the beautiful, the resplendent,
‘the God-like, the shadow of God. .
Some day, whén men are wiser and
when ‘the church becomes the friend
and teacher of mankind and flings aside:
her mummy clothes and the trappings
of her bondage and comes forth from
the charnel-house of ignorance and su-
{;erstihion, the true meuning of this gld
hallic symbolism which the church has
so sacredly preserved shall be reveuled
again in all its spiritual sublimity.
The past and presentshall clasp hadds
across the gulf of time and as a new rev-

ship and civilization shall stand out so
clearly revealed that all men may read
and comprehend. .

Priests shall no longer be deceivers,
deepoilers-and enslavers of the people,
but their venerated and trustworthy
leaders and instructors, and mankin
shall have taken one more forward step
towards a comprehension and unveiling
of that deep mystery, which is all that
gas been, all that is, and all that shall

e,
[THE END.]

SCWILL?Y

. When we have passed away,
And the child now at his play
Will be fighting oler the battles we've
~ been through,
Will he profit by our loss—
* Wear.a crown for our cross;
And will life present a brighter, fairer
view? . .
Will the coming man be wise—
Scan the world thro’ clearer eyes.
And.from Custom's fetters be supremely
free? . i :
Will he dare to-win the fight
And deny that “might makes right?”
Will he have she strength to dare, and|
do, and be? ‘

. Wil iestrengthen the -oppressed, ;. .
Liahdg labay for the.rest -
Ofall creation’s wronged and suffering
WOITROHaSENR IS, At %
Wiil he bravety dare to-spesk;
" For the outcast and the weaky ¢
llis post?

‘

And when duty calls be ready at

Will the moanigg of distress
And the cry of paiy e less ‘
When the coming man huas taken' full
contrpl?. - . :
Will the saving power of Love i
Be his beacon %‘rom above -
To light the troubled path
N soul? | .
‘Will the great consume the.small?
Will the voice of Mammon eall .
In the thunpder vones which deafen us
© ' tb-day, e
Till wo know not-wrong from right,
- In’the thickest of the fight, e
And for deliverancs almost vainly pray?
Will the coming man be strong
.To combat the poweys of wrong
And bring the nation.back from Error's
way? - '
Gather up the golden grain
From the chaff which strews the plain,
Will Reform then come and take her
place, to stay? \

Oh, Our Father, in thy might,
- Guide the coming man aright,
To anolish useless cruelty und woe;
With a kind and loving heart,
May he choose the nobler part;
Then, selfishnessness and ignorance
must go. . ;

And no more we'll hear the wail
Like a blighting, freezing gale, :
Of the weak who've been downtrodde
in the fight: .
And the helpless man and beast
Then will know a glad release
From the present iron rule-of “Might
Makes Right.” ‘
CorRaA M. W

of ‘many &
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. GREENLBAF

‘There Are Thousands of Atheists.
' To THE Eprrors--In -your {ssue of
+July 6th, appears'an article with this
headinp: “Theire Are No Atheists.” and
then the intelligerice of those are im-
pugned who differ with the writsr, who'
concludes by saying: ““Why not resolve
all queries on this subject into the postu-
late, God is Law, dnd” law is God, and
there rest discussion.” T
- Discussion will never rest, Mr; Editor,
as long as God is & postilate, and he will
remain such as long as the brain of man
: would rather believe than think.
t There are a few scientific truths
which present themselveés to the thinker
" when that postulate is presented to them
ptance without question, which
we think others' might consider with
i profit. ’

Those truths are, thdt force, life, in-
telligence and spirit are qualities of
matter, co-sternal with it in both ex-
. tremes. o
i That those_qualities are everywhere

resent, and the ditferent expressions of
ife, intelligence and spirit are mani-
fested according to the different aggre-
gations of mattér.

There is no law of nature per se, but
things are from necessity. A :

I will not take up space to argue these
questions now. I think they are -self-
evident to all scientific minds, who:can
approciate; without efutidation, ™™

-~ Liberal, Mo. ' G.H.WALSER.

The 'manuf,acture; of bicycles-has in
the last few years engaged an enormous

elation the origin and growth of wor-|’

"{in teaching what you' believe to

‘upderstand.

A SPIEY |

Between a Divine anda Spir-
. itualist,
In Which the Formep is Knocked
0wt

A WASHINGTON SPIRITUALIST AND A
VIRGINIA® " DIVINE" ‘ARE THE CON-
TESTANTS., .. . - .
Rev. MR, A. R. BNEDEGAR, Vienna,
Va., Dear Sir:—On mdking a recent
visit t0 my home, near Oakton, Va.,I
was informed by one of your hearers that
you had mentioned'inone of your dis-
courses the foglishness of a belief in

3 ghosts,and had said that there were peo-

ple still fooligh enphirh ‘to entertain such
a belief,and that the dunces were not all
dead yet. The impression conveyed to
your hearers was that. your remarks ap-
plied to those who gye known as Spirit-
ualists; and if this hb true, 1 feel that
what you were reported'to have said on
the occasion mentioned had very direct
reference to my father's family and
mine, who are the :only Spiritualists in
the vicinity of Oakton, or who come
within the'hearing r influence of your
preaching. - o .

Believing that a false impression con-
cerning our religlous convictions leads

| to an unkindly and pontemptuous feeling

towards uson the:part. of some of our
neighbors who' give most ready ear to
your teachings, I am convinced that I
‘am doing no more than iy simple duty
to my family and friends, and to you, in
inviting your attention-to several facts

I'that may have heretofore escaped your

notice. . g

I do not doubt the. singerity of your
motives or the intégrity of your gurpose

! 6 true;
and. it is with no epirit of unkindness or
uncharitablenessithat 'I'. wish. to invite
your attention to cértain things whinrh? I
feel quite sure you

“He fliat is first in his own cause seggm-
eth, jusl;"kbnhhis ‘naighbor ‘cometh &nd
seatghioth him.” - )
"'¢'He that ahswereth a matter before
he heareth it, it is'folly and shame unto
‘him."—Proverbs, xvii},17:13.

Webgter, in defining the word ‘ghost,
calls.it “‘the spirit, the soul of man, the
soul of a deceased person,”etc. The
FChristian Churei has ‘for nearly eigh-
teen centuribs been teaching the exist-
ence of the ghost or spjrit of man. And
now in the nineteenth century, when
Spiritualists are able te demonstrate
what the church .has so long taught as
trne, the action of Christians in denounc-
ing the knowledge of Spirituslists seems
very inconsistent. When we say we
know that man has a-spiritual body, you
call us dunces for knowing what you
have simply been believing without evi-
dence. So far as Spiritualistic phenom-
ena are concerned, no book of either an-
cient or modérn times has more to say
concernin%it gnd in proof of it than the
Christian Bible. You may be inclined
to disp te or demy thisstatement, but
let me flrst invite your attentien to a few
passages of scripture to prove my asser-
tion. - Co

1. Samuel, xxviii, 6 to 16. Now, if, as
the account states, Samuel, who was
dead, spake to- Saul, who was living,
through the mediumship of the person
talled the woman of Endor, is it not pos-
sible that other ‘persons whom we call
dead. can, iwthis day and age, speak to
the lving in the sagme way? If the ac-
count is true, Samuel appeared to Saul:
if the account is false, what becomes of
the Bible as a book of infallible truth?

There are a number of other instances
related in the Qld Testament where
spirits avre said to have appeared to and
talked with men, but for the present I
wish to invite your attention to the New
Testamént. See Matthew, xvii,3. If
this accotint be true Moses and Klias did
actually appear from the realms of the
dead, und were gho-ts in the proper ac-
ceptation of that term. " ~

Matthew, xxvii:52,63. This is a famous
ghost story, and if this may be believed,
certainly nothing in the line of modern
Spiritualism ought to try our credulity.
I will not quote at ‘length many other
passages sustaining my position, but in-
vite your attention to- Revelations,
xxii:8,9. Here is an account believed in
by all Christiaus, which relates a most
wonderful experience in the realms of
ghost lore. St. John saw a spirit’and
thought it was "God, but the spirit told
John not to worship him, as he was a
fellow-servant and of John’s brethren,
the prophets. ,

Do you helieve these accounts? And
if you do. do youwthink that God’s laws
change, and that things:are possible at
one time that are impossible at other
times under similur conditions? If spir-
its or ghosts could return to men during
the long period of time in which the
Bible was baing written, why can they
not return now? ‘’In fact, to sum the
matter up, Christianity itself rests upon
the most stupepdous ghost story ever

that the Holy'‘Ghost had begotten Jesus.
Here we ‘have.a dréam concerning a

which you so stroniglyendorse and-strive
to teach; thedream of Joseph and the
murder of Jesus béing in fact. the foun-
dation stones'6f Christianity. R

Concerning spirit "'communion the

amount "of capitali - This is"a compara-
tively new business. . "7 T

sages and philosophers of .all ages and

R

do not thoroughly

related; namely: The dréam-of Joseph-

ghost asthe foundation ‘of the religiony

I nearly all peoples give their testimony
more or less in its favor; and from the
testimony of people- prominent in the
history of Christianity and even of Meth-
odism itself the facts of spirit commun-
ion are firmly established.  John. Wes.
ley himself witnessed many strange oc-
currences in his own home, which he at-
tributed to spiritual and demoniac in--
fluences. Wesley believed that demorns
produced disease and bodily hurts, - He
declared that if he gave up faith in-
witcheraft he must give up the’ Bible,
When asked whether he had himself
seen & ghost, he replied: **No! nor*have:
I ever seen a murder; but unfortunately
I am compelled to believe that -murders
take place almost every dayin one'place
or another.” : :
Dr. Adam Clarke, the profound lin-
guist and biblical Methodist annotator,
accepted the central thought connected
with Spiritualism, a present communs
ion with departed spirits. cen
He writes in his Commentaries, page
200, Vol. II: “I believe there is a super-
natural and spiritual world, in which -
human spirits, both good and bad, -live
in a state of consciousness.” ‘
“I believe that any of these spirits
may, according to the ordér of God, in
the laws of their place of residence, have
intercourse with this world and become
visible to mortals,” ’ e
In the same connection Bishop Hall
says in his “Invisible World:" “So sure
45 we are men, so sure are we that holy"
men have seen angels—have we -had it~
tuitive intimations of the death of d}s’
sent friends, which no human 'intelis:
gence had bidden us to suspect, who bt
our angels have wrought it? Have we& .
been preserved from mortal danger,
which we could not tell how by our provs
idence to have evaded, our invisible:
guardianghuve done it.* e
The fagts of Spiritualism are not-to.bg.
langhed at or passed over in -idle' spopt;'
but'demand thorough, honest investiga<
tlon. We donot say: **Have faith,” “be:
lieve,” or ‘‘hope and pray that we may
.have & future life,” but say: -‘‘Study,
Lsearch, investigate, reason and know for
a certainty that man lives beyond: the
‘Chahge called death.” What Spiritual-
ists ask is hohest, candid investigation,

truth of their claims, they have 1o fault’
to find with him who is not convineced. -
Knowing that belief rests upon evidence
we do not denounce anyone who, not be- -
ing convinced of the truth of Spiritual-
ism, honestly states his disbelief upon
the ground of lack of evidence. " = 17
We believe in the widest range of 1jb- -
erty in regard to religious. thought; and . -
do not think that one person has”the
right to force his religious opinions uppn
another in opposition to that other .per-
son's will. ey
We are Freethinkers, hence bear: no
malice or ill-will toward those who
think differently from us, but striveto
widen the horizon of thought for all by
the free and earnest discussion- of the
things which we believe to be true.
Hoping this letter may be received in
the same kindly spirit that has prompted
its writing, I am, :
Yours sincerely,
CHAS. L. SNYDER.
Washington, D. C. ’

ANSWER BY REV. A. R. SNEDEGAR.
VIENNA, Va,, Jan. 22, 1894,

Mr. C. L. Snyder—My {riend: Your
letter received, and read with care.
But I think you have been somewhat
misinformed. I suppose it was in con-.
nection with imaginary ghosts I ‘used
the word dunce. I give most earnest
heed to the teaching of the Bible, and -
it with clearness sets forth the work of
demons, their agents and commurica-
tions. ‘ o

I emphatically say that not even s
doubt arises in' my mind regarding
Spiritualism; just as the Lord kdows
his, and has his communications, so his
the Devil. Subordinate spirits control
the medium, and act the part of thé'ly--
ing spirits, as spoken of in 1 Kings,
xxii., 22. S
"' Balaam, the Old Testament = Antis
christ, is the first medium described.in” -
Scripture; and when he for filthy Iucre’s.
sake would fain have cursed Israel, we .
see how he who went before Israel by
day in the pillar of cloud, and by, fire in:
the night, frustrates the tokens of 1iars,
and makes diviners mad, for in" Second . .
Peter we read that the dumb ass, speak-.
ing with man’s voice, forbade the mad-
ness of the prophet in fighting against
God. And pleass read the awful fact
recorded in Joshua xiii.,, 22, how Ba-
léam perished as a soothsayer and false-
prophet. Look at Saul's fate in -1
Chron., x., 13, and not only these, but
all the characters that have forsaken
God and followed seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils.

In Rev. ii., 13, we read the doectrine of
Balaam is doing its fearful 'work in
Christendom. It is the wolf in sheep’s
clothing; spirit that sins against the
Holy Ghost, because, as we exemplified
inthe case of Balaam, while ;I)Iaying the.
part of the prophet of the living God,
seducing the people. The Bible-teaches
s the'sin_such as he commitfed, shall,
not be forgiven in this world, neither
the world to come. See doom™pro.
nounced in 2d . chapter 1 Thessalonians. -

We ask the question: Is it possible all
these "can be  deceived? With' their
wide-gpreading power in' Europe and in
these noble United Statesof America?
Looking from the standpoint of - purity.

~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 5. oL
Y ‘
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and if this daes not convince one’ of*the .




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































