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A bright New Year and a sunny track
Along an upward way,

And a song of praise on looking back
When the year has passed away,And golden sheaves not small nor few-

This is my New Year's wish for you.
A NEW YEAR

Every completed cycle has a force of its own, and the moment
of its passing, and of the birth of the new, is a moment fraught
with untold energy.Thus midnight has its own special solemnity and power; while
noon, when the solar day ends, is also regarded by those who are
alive to the Universal, as the hour of all the twenty-four when
prayer should be offered.

Whence comes this energy and what is its nature, we are not
enlightened enough to explain, but we know that it is peculiar to
every completed work. The words “It is Finished,” have by associ-
ation become sacred ones to us all; and all without knowing it,
reap somewhat of their power, from the child who finishes his
task, and then, with buoyant spirits runs to his play,-—-down to the
wearied mother who at last with a sigh of relief comes to the end
of her basket of mending. '

There is however a condition to the enjoyment of this sense of
power and recuperation. We shall feel none of it, but rather ex-
haustion and fatigue, unless out of the old there is to be born the
new. If this is our last basket of work, if those for whom we
have willingly toiled, no longer need our loving service, then
although the task is the same, yet the feeling which accompanies
it is entirely changed; we feel sad and despondent.

But, you will ask us, impatient at this long preamble, what
has all this to do with our New Year?

Just this, that it may set us thinkingabout the relations between
the Old and the New Years, that we may bring to a completion
whatever is dragging us back into the past, or rectify some error
so as to start afresh, and enter with cheerful heart and glad voice
upon the storms and troubles of the New Year,

A New Year is a new cycle, the old passes away from us, but
into the new we build stone by stone, our immortal future. Oil!‘
immortality is our own creation, every victory won over self, every
little deed of kindness, every aspiration towards the divine, adds
one stone to the edifice; and every year sees so much completed.

VMay this coming year be one of many opportunities, of gladanctwillingservice ‘and of goldeniharvest. " ‘ l is -~
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There are many people who live lives of purity, compassion

and mercy who are nevertheless not wholly free from the desires
of the flesh. These desires are not usually ascribed to the animal
nature of mankind; even finer longings, that may be almost imper-
sonal, are, on occasion, as reactive and debasing as lust and hatred
so readily perceived as being of the lower nature.

How often does one desire riches for the needs of home or
family? Is this wrong? No and yes. The desire to give to one’s
family the necessities of life, the comforts and luxuries, even,
that go to make for material welfare and happiness, is to be com-
mended; but when this desire comprises the longing for show,
so that one’s family may appear better than those of one’s neigh~
bors, or when this desire leads to the deprivation of others for its
own aggrandizement, it is wholly wrong. More wrong, in fact
than the ordinary selfishness and brutality of the lower nature,
because it is the corruption of an impulse that of its very nature is
higher than the passions.

The depth and corresponding evil return, or Karmic reti-ibu—
tion, of any inordinate act, can be measured by the rank of the
impulse which if used in its normal manner would be wholly ordi~
nate; :2 3., the inordinationof any act is of corresponding magnitude
with its ordination.

Along this same line, the one volitional activity, that more than
any other becomes a stumbling block, is pride. This creeps in
where least expected, is evidenced by the hrutes, and even angels
seem not wholly beyond its influence. If mythology is to be given
credence, pride was the cause of the fall of Satan. It must be
fought against on every step of the Path. Killed in one guise, it
will reappear in another. It will die defeated when recognized as
an avowed enemy, only to reappear in the guise of a friend. Some
Virtue to be attained will appear ahead on the path, but when
reached and examined carefully it will be seen to be only the old
enemy, pride, covered in a glittering dress. You may see it in the
faithful mother dog’5 eyes as she stands over her pups. It appears
in mankind in myriad forms: Pride of attainments, pride of posses-sions, pride of family, pride of race, of country, of religion, of
what not.

Certain prides at certain times or stages of advancement are
necesary, and have their purpose in the development or evolution
of the universe. The pride of the mother dog in her offspring is
right; it results in their protection and sustenance until they are able
to care for themselves. This same pride is also positive in the
human mother, but it must also contain the knowledge that other
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mothers have families with potentialities as great or greater than
her own.

Pride of attainment is right in so far as it leads to greaterattainments and continued efforts; but it must not deny the validityof the attainments of others, nor look down upon those of lessability.
Pride of possessions is right in so far as their real and absolute

worth is considered, and when they are understood to be possessedonly that they may be used for the well being of all.
Pride of family is good in so far as it leads to the creation of

an ideal family life pure and strong and active; but it must not beindulged as an injury to the feelings of others.
Pride of race is good in so far as it is progressive in its action

and tends to keep the race from corruption; but it must not lead to
a lack of the realization of the good qualities of other races, nordeny them assistance in reaching the same high level as that of
one s own race.

Pride of religion and of country are equally good, but they
also can be used inordinately. -

All of these prides are of value as an inducement to progressin certain directions and at certain stages of the Path. Theyshould, however, when their purpose has been attained, be cast off
and discontinued, lest like all channels of thought they become
habits and cling. A habit of pride is liable to give birthto a whole
familyof prides that are wholly inordinate and of no good purposewhatsoever.

Care must be taken, therefore, to discontinue pride in any par-ticular emotion, action or object, when that pride becomes an
obstacle to that universal urge, which is the sign of the Divine
Spark within, toward Union with Infinity. Pride in itself is not
inordinate when considered in its positive aspect. Its negative
aspect, however, which consists of a desire to retain whatever its
particular object may be, is disastrous. When any object ceases
to be aspired to, and becomes an accomplished fact, it has ceased to
be an object for the legitimate exercise of pride.

But, you say, how can I have pride in that which has not yet
been attained? This natural query, shows a quite common mis-
understanding of the correct meaning of pride in its positive aspect.
The pride implied by this question is of a negative character, and
postulates a satisfaction with things as they are, that is an absolute
hindrance to advancement and the quest of greater advancement
and benefits. Let us take a case in point to illustrate the difierence
between the negative and positive aspects of pride. A student takes
great pride in his abilityof perceiving false ideals from true. This
may lead him to become so sure of his own judgment, that he fails
to heed the warnings and directions of those who are his teachers
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———the result being that he becomes side-tracked and continues along
the wrong path perhaps for a whole life time, only, in some future
incarnation, to have to retrace his steps, and begin again at the
point of divergence. The positive aspect of thisswould have been
for him to recognize, though proud of his power of perception, that
as each step is attained, careful diligence of examination, and care-
ful heed to directions of guidance were necessary before the next
step should be taken.

Pride is very liable to prove a false guide in many ways. It
tends to make us blind to further progress, once any particularobject is attained. It tends to keep our eyes turned backward
toward past attainments, instead of forward and onward. It also
may lead us to mistake tinsel for pure gold.

Yet, pride in real attainments, when not allowed to blind us
to other attainments not yet reached, can hardly be done away
with. We should, by all means, he too proud of the best in us, to
practise or revert to that which we have left behind. We should be
too proud of our own attainments and possessions to withhold them
from others needing them. We should be too proud of our knowl-
edge of truth, to allow a misconception of it to obtain credence in
any way, so far as it lies in our power.

Nor is pride, in its positive aspect, contrary to that humility so
necessary to the toilet on the Path. It is simply the opposite aspect
of the same principle and both aspects are necessary to maintain
a proper balance. Docility and humility toward one’s teachers, to-
ward all great beings, toward the human race as a whole, when
considered in respect to its ultimate ends, and in connection with
the individual monad, are unavoidable when they are thoroughly
understood. Pride that the individual is part of this progression,
pride of the individual or race progress is legitimate when this
does not overbalance the humility, not blind the individual to the
boundless stretch ahead.

Pride, then, may be considered as positive, when it does not
blind the possessor to any object that is needful for his own pro-
gression, nor to the needs of any fellow being; and negative when it
has the opposite effect.

The study of pride shows particularly the two aspects that
may be found in any principle, when considered from the finite
view point, i. e., it has a positive or ordinate aspect, and a negative
or inordinate aspect. We are, at any particular time, at a point
having no extension called the present. The beyond, that which
has not been attained, is positive. The past, that which has been
accomplished, is the negative. From this it may be seen that what
is positive today will be negative tomorrow. We are under the
impulse of two forces. The urge to progress, to go on until the
finite has merged with the Infinite, and the attraction of the accom-
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plished to hold us where we are. How this attraction operates may
be explained another time. Pride partakes of this same condition
The pride that is justifiable today will be detrimental tomorrow.
Therefore, watch with the utmost diligence, that you are at all
times the master of your pride, lest it become your master. It
makes a good servant, but as a lord it is dangerous and hostile to
spiritual progress.

--—Ad4-Iplcus.

13013
“To every Form of being is assigned,"
Thus calmly spake the venerable Sage,
“An active principle:--howe’er removed
From sense and observation, it subsists
In all things, in all natures; in the stars
Of azure heaven, the unenduring clouds,
In flower and tree, in every pebbly stone
That paves the brooks, the stationary rocks
The moving waters, and the invisible air.
Whate’er exists hath properties that spread
Beyond itself, communicating good,
A simple blessing, or with evil mixed;
Spirit that knows no insulated spot
No chasm, no solitude; from link to link
It circulates, the Soul of all the worlds.
This is the freedom of the universe;
Unfolded still the more, more visible,
The more we know; and yet is revereneed least,
And least respected in the human Mind,
Its most apparent home. The food of hope
Is meditated action; robbed of this
Her whole support, she languishes and dies.
We perish also; for we live by hope
And by desire we see by the glad light
And breathe the sweet air of futurity;
And so we live, or else we have no life.

—-Worimortit



EVER FORWARD
1. the

2.

3.

4.

5. the

6. like who
way,

are to-

7.

hH4lIW B"'lNtiQf
ftDI OBIIlNTAL 1l80'1'J1lBIC BOCIBTY. 14148 N. W •• WAIIlIllIllI'O'l'OIir. D. Co

.... .. Ju'UQ'
UaUIIJ '1.00; to lIIJI _t.I'hlII outld.. of til. Ulldtlld It&t-. ItII
.... c:u.. 1'lIl._ ... til. CuIId ZoiH. 1 71'. ('1.60); ...

MEDITATION
Esoterism or the Occult Science of the Orient does not ema-

nate from the intelligence of ordinary men, but from the minds of
extraordinary men; not that their mental and physical structure is
other than that of mortals in general. but because their souls have
developed powers that have hardly formed into buds in our own.

In the Orient, these Great Souls have made investigations
almost exclusively into the mental and spiritual realms--the nature
of God and the soul of man——-into the invisible, and into the
subtler, etheric spheres of the earth’s envelope.Working in the Silence for many centuries, they have made
discoveries and transmitted them to a little group of disciples; and
these, starting from the data thus supplied, have in their turn made
many more discoveries and transmitted them in the same manner,
so that the body of Initiates today has attained to knowledge impos-
sible of belief to ordinary scientists.—“What Esaterism I "-
Marsland.

FORWARD. EVER FORWARD
1. All life is One, eternal, indestructible, the Soul of the Universe,

which also is One.
2. Everything in the Universe, being part of that One, is in rela-

tion with every other thing,and also with the whole.
---Morsland.

3. The without is as the within; the small is as the great; there is
only one law, and He who works is One. Nothing is small,
nothing is great in the divine cosmogony.

4. What is below is like that which is above, and what is above is
similar to that which is below to accomplish the wonders of
one thing. ——-Hermes Trismegisms.

5. There is, between God and Man a great gulf truly, but the
space has been bridged.

6. There is a ladder thronged with Beings, like ourselves, who
have been men, but are now on their way, advancing step
by step towards Godhead, as we ourselves are climbing to-
wards them.

7. Thus each one of us finds himself a link in a grand chain, which
reaches onward and ever upward to the Heights.

—-Marsland.
 

venom at-acuity by 7

ms ORIENTAL 38011310 SOCIETY. 1448 Q stun. N. w., Wuuznomx. D. c.
luepclvuhhannnunllevbuhcrenltuehhbuauhwudluuary

llltlll subscription 81.00; to all sauna-toe outside or the Unltea states, it: dunno
nan. Iain. can-. ham and the cue) Zone. 1 it, ($1.60) : 0 nos. (1%).



not too soon;

is no
But cold
And the first

the red
is

it the tender star of love?
star love and dreams?

Oh no! from that tent above·
A armour gleams.

thclughts within me

star of
And upon

beckonest
And I am

see thee
,
mailed

star of the
He rises in my

and resc)lute,
and

fear not in a world
shalt know ere

Know how a
and be lSUUU,t::.

-
Entered &11

".4_ aU eorrellJpolll._ee to "Petl E. .lInl_lI.
lola! Q, I!Iti'4lfl. N. W .. WllIlIJllbrl.stOlil. D. O.

POllt·()ftl'tl<Il at Wub'

Gbe ‘light of Stars
The night is come, but not too soon;
And sinking silently,
All silently, the little moon
Drops down behind the sky.
There is no light in earth or heaven
But the cold light of stars;
And the first watch of night is given
To the red planet Mars.

Is it the tender star of love?
The star of love and dreams?
Oh no! from that blue tent above-
A hero’s armour gleams.
And earnest thoughts within me rise,
When I behold afar,
Suspended in the evening skies,
The shield of that red star.

0 star of strength! I see thee stand
And smile upon my pain;
Thou beckonest with thy mailed hand,
And I am strong again.
The star of the unconquered Will,
He rises in my breast,
Serene, and resolute, and still,
And calm, and self-posssessed.
Oh, fear not in a world like this,
And thou shalt know ere long,
Know how sublime a thing it is
To suffer and be strong.

-—LongfelIow.
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When evening comes, and the sun sets in the west, the stars
come out one by one, and the silvery moon spreads its radiant
counterpane over the earth; the people of the countryside prepare
themselves for rest and the birds seek their perches in trees and
wayside hedges. All is quietness, the busy day is over, rest is
being partaken of in preparation for a new day. Meditation on the
experiences of the past, plans for the deeds of the coming day, that
all may be well and progression hold fast, and all order continue
according to the plans of the Divine Architect, are in order.

Thus in the daily life of nature is typified the progress of the
race, all progress in fact. Progression consists of a period of
activity,outpouring of energy, then a corresponding period of draw-
ing within itself, regression, inhalation, even as the inhalation and
exhalation of the breath. It has been called the breathing of the
macrocosm.

,There is a negative aspect to this also. All is not the quiet-
ness and peace that the above allusion would suggest. The nightgives birth to the new day. All birth is accompanied by travail. In
the human organism the work of the cells continues; old efiete, used,
particles are ejected and replaced by new. Thus, by the death of
these, by the replacements and the assuming of activities by the
new, we are rested. This process is carried on throughout nature
in myriads of ways. Our rest, then, is accomplished only at the
expense of much destruction, production and reconstruction. It is,
as it were, a continual warfare; and this warfare takes place prin-cipally during our slumber, while we are in repose. Physicists tell
us, that we grow only when we sleep. While we wake the process is
of exercise, use and consummation.

Let us now apply this same process to the development of the
human race as a whole. The mystic knows that the lower is a
reflection of the higher, therefore, though apparently reasoning
backwards, from the cause to the efiect, from the exterior toward
the center we may judge of the action on higher planes, by con-
sidering the laws of the lower.

It is apparent that we are now approaching a night time in the
progress of the human race when the activities of that progression
are withdrawn; when we must do away with those elements that
have served their purposes, and replace them with new ones capable
of carrying forward the activitiesof the morrow. Yesterday is past,
tomorrow is at hand. Those things that were well enough for yes-
terday, will not do for the coming day. We have had that lesson.
It was well enough yesterday, but to use the same efiorts, to do the
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same tasks over again, is to retrogress. Therefore, the elements
exhausted by the workof the passing day must be replaced by others
that shall be capable of withstanding different use, giving us new
experiences and carrying us on to more complete ends.

Not all nights are peaceful and calm, accompanied by moon-
light and the stars’ sparkling radiance. Some are dark and stormy,accompanied by crashing thunder and baleful lightning. This type
of night is needful too. The air is freshened; all nature seems to
have partaken of a rebirth, when the morning sun arises. What
then, though the night approaching seems stormy and dark, tem-
pcstuous clouds of labor unrest! nations preparing to fly at each
other’s throats, and selfishness the most evident activity of the
whole race! These things are the outgrowth of diseased and used
up cells of the race-body. It is as if (though movements and
activities merely) they foresaw their doom and were seeking to
evade it.—They are only drawing it the nearer.

The lesson of the morrow is that of brotherly love. The con-
tinued progress of the human race demands that each unit of it
live for the benefit of each other unit as well as itself-—for the
whole. Coordination of the separate parts, for the benefit of the
whole, is the way a mechanical engineer would judge of the value
of a piece of mechanism. Coordination of the cells, for the benefit
of the whole body, is the measurement of the physical health of an
individual. Co—ordination of the separate parts of the human race,
means merely brotherly love, service of the unit to the whole, un-
selfishness. Without co-ordination of its parts, a piece of median»
ism would be entirely useless. Without co-ordination of the cells
of the human body, the individual dies. Without co-ordination
of its individual parts the human race can not continue to exist.
Hence, no further argument or proof is necessary to show that
brotherhood is the next step necessary in the progress of the human
race.

How great a change this will demand, can be readily appreci-
ated by the thinkingstudent of today; yet, out of the old cell is born
the new. So also, if we observe carefully, may be seen the embryo
in the movements of the present time. Labor organization; a com-
munity of interests, not yet large enough to be sure, but the germ
is there. The old selfishness is still predominant, but its time is
fast passing. Socialism, communism and similar movements also
have the same germ which must, in the proper time, break its shell
and replace the old ugly chrysalis. The other aspect too, has its
embryo of brotherhood; combinationsof capital, though organized
for exploitation andaggrandizement, still have for their purpose
a uniting, a co-ordination of some of the parts for the benefit of
all, in that group at least. So also in nations, the tendency is for
coordination. Who can doubt that the principle at least, of the
League of Nations is for Progress? Some may believe its organiza-
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tion weak, and that its avowed intentions are far short of the ideal,
but the fundamental principle of it is for a uniting, a coordination
of et,'1I‘%rt which is certainly a ‘step toward brotherhood.

f
. gress must continue, there-

ore we are assured that whatever occurs, has for its object, the
progress of all humanity. Though we, with our little finite intelli-
gences, can not perceive the reason why, yet must it all be perfect
from the larger view of the Infinite Intelligence. We can, there-
fore, rest calm and assured, even as a babe on its mother’s breast,
for even the sparrows are numbered, and our Father will never
cease to rememberand care for us, no matter how the storm-clouds
of strife gather around us.

-—Adelplm.r
WHY DOES NOT GOD STOP WAR?

This is one of the questions easier asked than answered. Who
is there that “Knows the mind of God that he may instruct HimP”
How do we know what God is doing? And, is He not capable of
managing his own empire, and will He not do it wisely and justly?

You see how easy it is to ask questions! Not a few have asked
the question at the head of this article, and many more have
thought it. But no such question as this arises in the mind of one
who knows God; who knows Him from patient study of the reve-
lation He has given of Himself in His “word,” in His works, and
in His Son. In the light of these suggestions, therefore, let us seek
light. “In thy light we shall see light.”

God is a person—-—not force, but Master of forces. God is
supreme in Might——Almighty! Who can stay His hand or say
what doest thou?

God is wise. Creating and controlling with purpose. He is
benevolent. He has no sinister purpose, He has no delight in the
death of a sinner even. And He is just. With Him unrighteous~
ness is as impossible as untruth.

Now all this applies to the physical universe, in which harmony
‘prevails. In creating the universe His hand was absolutely free. In
the creation of man it pleased Him to impart to man His own
attributes with necessarily finite limitations.

Man is a person, not a brute beast. Not even at his worst.
Although he may and does often surpass brutish viciousness, in the
exhibitionof fiendish malignity.

It is the moral attributes with which God has endowed man
that differentiate him from brutes, and render possible a degen—
eracy Satanic.

.But however wicked he may become there is no state in which
he is not under the control of God.

The moral nature of man crowned by his will which he may
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exercise in disobedience or antagonism to God is, when so exer-
cised productive of discord.

The absolutism that prevails in the material universe cannot
prevail in the moral without depriving man of his will so that
while God still retains control He defers at His own pleasure-
interference. Thus God’s moral law may be disobeyed, set at defi-
ance even without apparent penalty; and because retribution so
often fails to follow on the heels of transgression “the heart of
man” becomes “fully set to do evil.”

All the Satanic powers in the universe are and always have
been arrayed against God, an open ulcer-—while the pent up evil in
humanity sometimes breaks out with intolerable venom and violence.

Natural law never fails to be enforced. Fire burns, water
drowns. The opening of an artery drains the heart; so the moral
law, rooted in the constitution of man-when sinned against, can-
not, must not, will not, go unpunished. Death does not end all!

But national sins are not individual sins. In the nature oi
the case they cannot be dealt with as individual sins. Nations rise
and perish. Their prosperity or their failure will not in the long
run be other than is their righteousness. All of which will inevi-
tably be manifest in this world.

National virtue will not fail of its reward. National iniquity
will as surely pay its penalty. And in either case both good and
had are involved. The wicked and the righteous both suffer. They
are equally taxed.

Behind the exhibitionof human ferocity we may find a delight-
ed Satan gloating over an intoxicated pride of intellect, of organi-
zation and armament which assumes abilityto teach, to run, and to
conquer the world.

War between nations is the outworking of human nature, to
all appearance, but since God is not malevolent and Satan is we may
be sure that all that is good in it is because God rules and “will
make the wrath of man to praise Him,” while Satan revels in de-
struction of both men and nations and does not fail to show that
“War is Hell.’

Why should God interfere to stop the war? He is not over»-
powered nor even disturbed. He does not delight in it as does
Satan, but we may not expect a miracle.

Whatever facts or fancies may underlie this struggle its devel-
opments are such as to require such a peace, when it comes, as
will assure the nations that God approves--no other worth while.

Such a peace however, has not yet appeared on the horizon.
I pray it may not be long delayed. BARRY R HENSON
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HEALTH
Of the many encouraging “Signs of the Times,” obvious to

every Esoteric student, none is more so than is the present strong
trend of public opinion in favor of drugless healing.

The various forms of drugless healing now in vogue are known
by many names. Some appeal to one portion of the public; others
appeal to another portion, of different temperament and mental
bias. The significant thing about the great majority of the diiferent
forms-—however labelled-—is that they are more or less closely con-
nected with religion; that health of soul, of mind and of body are
coming to be recognized as more closely interwoven than has been
the case for many centuries. Rapidly, apparently, are we, as the
New Era dawns, approaching a return to the old knowledge-—that
knowledge which was part of the Ancient Wisdom-—that the true
vocations of priest and physician are one.

In spite of the prejudice with which this idea, when first ad-
vanced, a few years ago, was met by physicians of the older and
most conservative type, it has steadily progressed until now, when
even a staid, “orthodox” medical journal like The Health Record
in a recent issue says:

“The physician of the future will bring about healing by
leading his patients to the way of peace. The patient in future
will not go to a doctor for a bottle of medicine, but for a charge
of nerve-energy to recuperate his vital strength. The time is com-
ing when, instead of hospitals standing in dirty and crowded cities,
full of smell and noise and traffic, there will be temples of silence
built away in the country, amidst the fragrance of flowers and the
song of birds, attended by physicians full of sympathy and faith,
who will bring life and healing to their patients by appealing to the
higher energies and powers of the mind and spirit—-—the whole
atmosphere breathing a spirit of cheerfulness and calm and peace.”

This the Esoterist knows to be true; as he knows to be true
also many similar statements made by adherents of the various
schools of “spiritual” and “mental” healing. The two points uponwhich the student of Esoterism would lay especial stress, are,
First: that the same Great Principle——a Principle both spiritual and
rnental—which underlies the healing performed by one school,
underlies that of all, however denominated. He knows that this
form of healing antedates the Present (Christian) Era, and is part
of a Science Universal, rather than in a restricted sense, Christian,
only.

The second point which the Esoterist would emphasize is the
necessity for self—help, rather than depending upon the ministrations
of e others.
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MEDITATION
In a healthy life, the two activities, involution and evolution,

are well-balanced and the due proportion of each is assigned by
the Will.

The Universal Life-Force rushes forth from the Great Heart
of the Universe into Involution; the One becomes many; activities
multiply, until the point of greatest expansion is reached. Thus
the ONE serves the many.

At this point the Many take up the Song of Life and begin to
return to the One that Light and Service which they have received.
This is Evolution.

We give, and we receive; and the honest man endeavors to
give to his fellowman at least as much as he receives.

There is, however, a plane where we are unable to justly esti-
mate what we owe, or to make a suitable recompense to the ONE
from whom we have received. We draw in with every breath a
priceless supply of Life—Force; we receive the Light of the Sun;
we are warmed with His rays and quickened with His vital energy;
we are the heirs to a vast fund of knowledge and Revelation; in a
thousand ways we are the debtors to those who have gone before
us. The generous soul, observing this, seeks opportunities of mak-
ing some return to THE WHOLE for these benefits received from 1'1‘.

This conscious co-operation is Service.
INVOLUTION AND EVOLUTION

1. The Universe existed in the shape of Darkness, unperceived,
unattainable b reasoning, unknowable, wholly immersed in
deep sleep. hen the divine, Self-existent, indiscernible,
appeared with irresistible creative power, dispelling the
Darkness.

2. Man, like the earth, existed potentially in the fire-mist, and he
has evolved downward into matter, part’ passu, with the earth
he inhabits, and of which he is an integral part. i

3- Everything that is evil has within itself the germ of its own
destruction. Everything that is good has in it the seed of
immortality.

4. The underlying principle of the Universe makes for Evolution-
ary advancement along all lines.

5. It is ever the same cycle-——the coming forth of activities from
the invisible, their manifestation in infinite variety, and their
gradual return to the invisible when perfected.

8. It is the privilege of all beings to work with Those who are
guiding humanity.

7. The goal of Evolution is Divinity. Man will one day be God.
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Dope
Do not despair, however dark and troubled

The waters are about you, have no fear.
That is the time to lean with faith redoubled

On unseen forces who are always near.
Our sorrows should be telescopes, revealing

The beautiful and sure results of prayer,The universe is charged with tender feeling,
Ask and you shall receive-—do not despair.

The pain we have to suffer seems so broad
Set side by side with this life’s narrow span,We need no greater evidence that God
Has some diviner destiny for man,

He would not deem it worth His whiie to send
Such crushing sorrows as pursue us here,

Unless beyond this fleeting journey’s end
Our chastened spirits found another sphere.

80 small this world, so vast its agonies,
A future life is needed to adjust

These ill-proportioned wide discrepancies
Between the spirit and its frame of dust.

So when my soul writhes with an aching grief,
And all my heart strings tremble with the strain

My reason lends new courage to belief,
And all God’s hidden purposes seem plain.

-—Selected
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In the present day there is a great awakening of interest in
spiritual, and especially in psychic, matters. What are known as the
“Neptunian” vibrations are being strongly felt so that many people
have strange visions and feelings not normally experienced by
others.

This condition is generally believed to be a spiritual awakening,
with real religious life following in its train. But is it so? Does it
bear the marks of true religion? And do the lives of those “awak-
ened” increase in goodness, truth and beautyon account of it?

To this we may answer “Yes!" and “No!” Whenever the
devotee is a true follower of some religion and he adds the new
teaching to his old faith, there is apt to be a quickening of the relig-
ious life; but in the case of those who are without the profession
or practice of any particular religion the new truths (for they are
undoubtedly truths) generally create curiosity and the desire to
learn something about the after—dcath conditions and to be con-
vinced that there is indeed a “future life." This alone is not relig-
ion, nor will it necessarily lead to it. If we know that in a few
months we have to go to France to live and we seek to learn
somethingof the conditions of life in that country, this is not neces-
sarily “religion.”

What, then is Religion essentially? Religion, or the religious
life of man is, as it were, a spark or flame, the miraculous gift of
God to man, bestowed upon him when he is able and willing to
accept it, to treasure it, to tend and feed the flame; it increases
to an ever fuller life in proportion as he voluntarily accepts it as
the free, unmerited Divine gift, and as he submits himself uncon-
ditionally to the Holy Will of God. The religious life. in its highest
sense, is a stupendous miracle, a continuous new and more wonderful
creation over and above the natural life of man, and even tran-
scending mere spirituality. Religion has to do with supernatural
things. It is the indwelling of the Divine Spirit; the practice of
the Presence of God; the liftingof the substance of man into organic
and vital unity with the Absolute.

From these few considerations it will be seen how far short
this latter—day "spiritualism” comes of taking the place of a religion.

For a Religion is an organized body and System of Teaching
calculated to foster the love of God in the individual for His Un-
speakable Gift; to teach men the nature of God; and to point out
ways in which man can submit himself to the \Vill of God. A relig-
ion, such as the Oriental Esoteric Society. forms, or should form,
an open gateway between the visible and the invisible worlds about
which worlds it gives, or should be able to give, reliable information
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so that the disciple may know how to rightly direct his life and
thoughts. Such information, however, is not the essential mark of
a religion; there are, indeed, some philosophical and occult bodies
who possess this instruction without any claim to religion.

Religion is essentially supernatural in its character; it tells of
supernatural things and gives their relation to all the other parts of
man's life; it feeds the spiritual nature, informs and directs the
intellectual man; it guides and restrains the emotions; it rules over
and uses the physical.

Religion is therefore the highest and most necessary part of
the life when this is large and fully rounded—out; for it tends to
increase the sympathies and the possibilitiesof achievement.

Every disciple, therefore, should profess and practise some
particular religion; for religion is the bond which unites men to the
Higher Powers; and as it is by Religion that one is rightly ordinated
in relation to the Higher Powers and the universe at large, it is of
great moment that every one should belong to that religion in which
he is, by the most diligent effort, able to find the most truth. Every
one who belongs to any particular religion does so for one or more
of the following reasons: either because he was brought up in it, or
otherwise finds himself in it by force of circumstances; or because
he is convinced that it is the only true one, or at least the best one;
or because it is more agreeable to him than he supposes any
other would be; or because he derives certain social, aesthetic or
business advantages from his membership in it.

It is well for those who are perfectly contented with their own
belief not to be too hasty in taking up the study of other ones; for
they will gradually become familiar with the teachings of all relig-
ions in the course of their 0. E. 8. study. And it is well for those
who are in doubt to be slow in coming to a decision, as the more
advanced they are on the Path, the more illuminated and capable
of deciding wisely they will become.

When there is question of ascertaining the truth of one’s own
religion, we may ask: Is my religion the one true religion? How
do I know this? If not, is it the truest of all existing religions? If
so, how do I know this?

Having answered these questions we must logically inquire:
What does my religion teach? What does it require? What
helps and privileges does it otter? Having ascertained these we
must make it our business to believe what it teaches, do what it
requires, and make full use of its privileges.

Although it is a matter in which opinion varies very greatly,
whether or not any one religion that is absolutely :1 true one exists
on earth, still, it is certain that that religion is most true whose
positive content is the greatest, that is to say, which contains the
greatest number of the most important truths the most perfectly
ordinated.
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That religion is proportionately true which stirs in the heart
the love of God, which fosters the growth of the supernatural life
and which leads the Natural Will to submit itself more and moreclosely and intelligently to the Will of God.

Persons frequently adhere outwardly to a teaching such as our
own, for example, but do not believe what it teaches, do not do what
it requires, or take full advantage of its privileges. If for instance
we teach the dangers of psychism, they nevertheless continue to
encourage such development in themselves. They believethemselves
to have “great psychic powers.” Thus, while we are directing them
toward the east, they have their faces turned toward the west.
Naturally they do not make much progress, and they complain of
the lack of a “larger, more abundant life!”

This belief in the possession of “great psychic powers,” so
prevalent now, is almost always the first step in a downward path
and should be carefully watched and its effects noted. If it leads
to self-righteousness, or to any other fault of the moral or intel-
lectual nature it should be eliminated as no essential part of the
spiritual life.

The signs by which we can judge the true nature of “great
psychic gifts” have been given in the BULLETIN June 2, 1911, as fol-
lows: as well as in other Numbers-

The entrance to the lower or left—hand path, on the con-
trary, is always alluring and full of promises to the one
who is looking for something for himself—who is seeking
attainment, illumination, realization or perhaps some
worldly end. It may, however, be readily known and dis-
tinguished from the True Path by its lower ideals and
aims. It shows invariably one (or both) of two charac-
teristics:

1. It flatters the inquire:-, insinuating, suggesting or
openly declaring to him that he is, or will become, some

great thing. Thus it fosters his pride and egotisrn while at
the same time arousing his jealousy of others and causing
him to eventually become hostile and malignant towards
those who are, or seem to be, a step above him.

The Masters never flatter and rarely praise. They
point out, in no uncertain terms, the faults of the disciple
(if They consider, in Their \Nisdom, that he is worthyof
correction) and because They love him, They chasten him.

2. The Left-hand path also makes a point oftentimes
of money success, and promises the realization of worldly
ambitions or power over other men.

Self-sufliciency and self—seeking are the prime movers
in thispath, although their outward signs are so subtle as to
he sometimes mistaken for those of an “Angel of Light.”
One, or both, of these are dragging down into Black Magic
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hundreds and thousands of unsuspecting souls today--—ex-
cellent persons otherwise, who have never been taught the
danger of the situation in which they stand, or how to
avoid it.
The life of every man is bound up and knit together with the

life of all other beings and thus of the Whole. Life is recognized
to be essentially One.

Thus man finds himself a memberof a family,of a certain par-
ticular community, race and people, with certain habits of thought
and belief, and his nature tends towards the repetition in his own
life of the occupation, the manner of living and the religion of his
forefathers. ’

As he comes to maturity he voluntarily joins himself to other
men and women to form Societies for the furtherance of those
particular beliefs which he holds; they meet to study some science
perhaps, or to further some humanitarian object, or they are banded
together for political aims—to resist unfavorable legislation afl’ect-
ing their occupation and to secure the passing of suitable laws from
their point of view.

This is a Society age, and every conceivable object finds its
suitable representation and its body of more or less enthusiastic
workers bound together by their unity of interests; they have their
regular meetings, their lectures and literature, etc., and they have
their field of usefulness.

They may even have, as the subject of their study, religion or
the religions of the world, past and present, yet they will not, on
that account, be a religious body, or a Church; for religion is some-
thing more than any of these.

Religion (religio:=:I bind) is that which unites man to God
and the Good, to his fellow-man and all that is good in him, and
to the good in the whole Universe. It causes him to recognize his
relations with these and to assume the responsibilities and duties
which are consequent upon these relations. Man is naturally relig-
ious, he yearns after union with God, and if he seeks vainly, it
is from a want of sincerity or of earnestness of devotion which
prevents him from seeking first the kingdom of God, and from
making the necessary sacrifices to attain his desire.

The Oriental Esoteric Society seems to the outside world, and
even to certain of its members perhaps, to be nothing more than
a philanthropicand educational body, founded for the purpose of
giving forth teachings and a philosophyof life. It is composed of
Members all over the world who study religion, investigate the
obscurer problems of life and exchange views with each other and
with Headquarters as often as desired. It has its enthusiastic
workers who, having profited in the past from its teachings, are
devoting their lives to the service of humanity through the avenues
which it opens; it suffers also the attack of those who, after having
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sought in vain to wrest from it some object of personal desire.
become malignant and hostile to it.

Its members are, like those of any worldly Society, of two
classes-—those who seek to "get," and those who desire to “give."They increase and decrease in number, their enthusiasm is subject
to growth and decay, their activity waxes and wanes according to
the conditions surrounding them in their personal life, or to some
other cause.

This view, however. which is that presented to the outer world,
is but the shell of the reality. It is true that we are outwardly
philanthropicand educational; but this is not all. To many of us,
our Society is also our Religion; that is, it opens up to us the way
to true Union with the Divine, and it provides us with suitable and
fitting means of worship.

Those of us who have reached the place in our soul’s history
where we are resolved seriously to devote ourselves, first and above
all things else, to the spiritual life and who are determined to face all
obstacles in pursuit of it, find in Esoterism the entrance to the Path
upwards. Of Esoterism it has been said: “All or nothing it asks;
all or nothing it gives!”

Religion is the most powerful of the ties which bind man to his
fellow-man, for it stirs in him the heights and the depths of his
being, and thus it shows him God in himself and in all other men.
When this “beatificvision” has once been ours, separation and self-
seeking have lost their charm, for the way of Unity and of Love
shines bright before us, and far from spurning others from the path
so that we ourselves may better walk therein, we now desire above
all else to share with them our joy. Thus we become a channel
through which the Shining Ones may speak to men and through
which spiritual forces may be poured out upon humanity.

And if one individual may thus serve the Higher powers.
much more may an organized body be used to the same end. All
life demands a form, energy a medium, spirit a vehicle, and this
form, this medium, this vehicle we, as a Society, are called upon
to supply. In proportion as our ideals are high and as we live up
to them, in proportion as we are good, true and beautiful, in pro-portion as we are actively and eificiently organized and ready for
work, shall we be entrusted with the transmission of the stream of
knowledge which is being poured out upon the world from the
great Centers of Truth.

“The Oriental Esoteric Centers are, as it were, the
outstretched hand of those Elder Brethren Who have
climbed the mountain ahead of us and Who beckon us
ever onward and upward. They are Centers fed from
above with that food which the Great Masters deem
expedient, and it is their function in the world to give
forth to others what they have received.”
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The thirst of the world is greater and more agonizing than
ever before, and the stream is copious and brimming over; but the
cup-bearers are few and doubting. Some doubt their own powers;they forget that they have but to bear the cup, and they fear that it
will not be received, or will be unsatisfying, or insufiicient to the
needs of those to whom it is ofiered——they forget that the results
of their actions are not for themselves to judge. “Thy business is
with the action only, never with its fruits,” we are taught. A few
doubt the purity and the efficacy of the water itself, and the Source
from which it flows; these do but dash the cup from the hands of
the bearers and fall under the heavy responsibilityof having pre-
sumed to judge for another man what he shall be allowed to
receive as truth.

No man may rightly dictate to another what he shall believe,
but all of our Members should give to others whom they believe to
be capable of becoming “cup—bearers” in their turn, the opportu-nity of receiving the teachings. This should be done without per-suasion or inducements of any kind, and the utilization of the
opportunity should be left to the free judgment of the one con-
cerned, to be taken or refused on his own undivided responsibility.

Conditions are today much the same as they were two thou-
sand years ago; it is still true that “The harvest is plenteous, but
the laborers are few.”

Let each one ask himself: What does my religion mean to me?
That is to say, what am I doing to help to sustain it? How much
one cares for a relative, for a friend, for a philanthropiccause, for
a public object, is unerringly shown by the proportion of outlay he
devotes thereto. He who gives little, loves little. And the giving
must not be of worldly substance alone, but of yourself, of yourhabits, your enjoyments and expenses, in order to build up a cause
you love. And the extent to which this is done guages the propor-tion of your love to that cause, to your love for yourself.

floontibemeoitattone
A verse for each day, from Writers of All Ages

By AGNES B. MARSLAND
“Noontide Meditations” will be found to be of invaluable as-

sistance to the earnest seeker for truth, bringing its daily message
of comfort and hope in days of suffering and trial, and of convic~
tion and purpose when peace and harmony reign.

Cloth $.50, Paper $.25, Leather $1.00
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If I were told that I must die tomorrow
That the next sun

Which sinks should hear me past all fear and sorrow
For any one,

All the fight fought, all the short journey through,
What should I do?

I do not think that I should shrink or falter,
But just go on,

Doing my work, not change, not seek to alter
Aught that is gone;

But rise and move, and love and smile and pray
For one more day.

What could I do, 0 thou blest Guide and Master,
Other than this; ‘

Still to go on as now, not slower, faster,
Nor fear to miss

The road, altho’ so very long it be,
While led by Thee?

Susan Coolidge
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Ebe high cost of living

This is a day when the cost of living—living spiritually, living
mentally, living emotionally,as well as living materially in the phys-
ical world—--is higher than ever before. The strain upon us from all
sides is tremendous and there is danger that some will not be able to
stand it. Indeed many, perhaps the majority, of the rank and file
of average persons have already given up the struggle, if they had
undertaken it, and are resigned to live for “comfort, prosperity and
material welfare” and to forget the great and strong ideals of their
youth and early manhood——-T‘ruth, Honor, cleanliness, sobriety,brotherly love and diligence. These are so easily replaced by love
of money, by expediency, by desire, by love of the good things of
life, careless enjoyment, love of dress and a. hundred other “harm-
less” tendencies. These bring to the ordinary man a sufficientlypleasurable routine and he elects to live in it rather than to affront
the storms and dangers of the mountain heights.

At the present time the battle of Armageddon is truly beingfought—-on all planes; and the “tug of war” is so evenly balanced
that the victory seems in doubt. The negative forces that entice
man downward have enlisted on their side, through that subtlety of
which they are masters, the services of even good, though simple,
persons; and through these they speak the language of infidelity,and$1: ‘they so present a lie as to make it seem as if it were indeed a

t .

To live true to our highest ideals costs, today, the very best
of which we are capable in courage, in watchfulness, in under-
standing, in loyalty.

For let us consider even the lowest plane, and therefore the
easiest one to control-——the physical. We all know the Law, it has
been enlarged upon in these columns times without number: “Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these
things shall be added unto you.” But how many of us speak and
act and think in perfect faith that the Law will protect us? or, for
example, of our Members, who should support and protect the
Society by “living the Law,” how many even give it a thought?
Yet a Society, or a Publication such as the BULLETIN, is auto-
matically financed, supported and protected by the combined faith
of all the Member: and Subscribers-—not by the life of the presi~
dent alone or by the faith of the trustees and contributors to the
writings in the BULLETIN alone; but by the faith and life of each
and all connected vitally with the organization.

Here are some of the things we must do in living the law:
We must'give our first attention to the things of the spirit. In
every arrangement or consideration our thought must be “What
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would best serve God ?” and this in small things as well as in large.
We must always see that we give more than we yet. No more
attempts to get “something for nothing!" Our faith being firm we
shall always be at peace and serene even when the barrel of oil runs
low. We must not hoard, nor must we be unduly lavish. “Be ready
to communicate" whatever you can properly spare. We must not
borrow nor live in constant debt. We must be liberal, generous and
openhanded with our own things but circumspect and careful with
those of others committed to us.

But the main protection is in “faith;” if this is strong and
active, if we know that “all is well” however it looks, then all will be
well. For faith creates an atmosphere in which all good things
germinate and come to fruition.

Nor will the High Cost of Living appall us when we live the
Law; for it works just the same whatever the prices of food and
clothing. Only let us keep our faith. liliminate all fear.

When we shall have exercised ourselves well on the plane of
material things we can carry out the same principle and laws on the
plane of emotions and we shall find that just as our material affairs
came to order as we lived the law, so that we enjoyed an ease and
prosperity unknown before, so in the case of the emotions.—-our life
becomes serene and full of joy. Meanwhile the mental life will,
of necessity, be much cleared and will grow stronger and we begin
truly to live.

The attainment of this life will have cost us much; but it is a
thousand times worth the labor.

There has been a great deal of discussion as to the causes of the
present High Cost of all the necessities of life. From what has been
said it is evident that if persons live inordinately, if they try to get
more than they give and otherwise disobey the Law, they and theirs
and the community of which they form a part will suffer. And the
larger the operation the larger the number of people affected and
made to sufier.

“Take no anxious thought saying, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles seek) ; for your heavenly Father know-
eth that ye have need of all these things.” “Agonize to enter in at
the strait gate ;” “and all these things shall be added unto you.”

For two thousand years the Christian world has avowedly
accepted these words in theory, but in practice has remained outside
the Temple gates classed among the Gentiles-agonizing to eat.
drink and be clothed and walking blindly along the broad way while
believing that it was in obedience to the true faith. Economically
things have thus gotten into great disorder and cannot be very much
rnendedaintil the mass of men shall have learned the lesson that
there is somethinghigher to be striven for than the mere daily neces-
sities; that man is constituted, not alone of body, but also of soul

,.
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and spirit;_that his intellectual nature must be reckoned with and
that his spiritual life must take the first and not the last place in
the scheme.

This revolutionevery man must first work out in his own life in
whatever way he can; and as he gradually guides the horse around
from the back to the front of the cart, he will soon find that things
move with greater ease and order. 1

To the one who has been accustomed to use a dual standard of
morality, one for business and another for the ordinary life outside
of business-—-who is accounted upright and honorable in ordinaryaffairs and yet who believes he is obliged to overrcach, to lie and
to cheat in business--thebeginning of a new condition will be difii~
cult becausehis friends will not at once understand his new methods,
and will try to take advantage of him as of old. However they
will soon learn; and if he perseveres they will gradually treat him
as he treats them, and eventually they may even join with him in a
crusade to bring about better morals in the business connection.

There are many laws that come as corollaries of the first greatPrinciple enumerated above, all based, as this is based, upon Love-—
the Love of the Great God for his children and their trust in His
Love.

If, for example, you would live by this new law, you must
eliminate all extremes; while you will never suffer from extreme
poverty, neither will you, normally,attain to great wealth in excess
of what your life naturally requires. Debts must be paid up and
eschewed-beyond the ordinary give and take of the business com~
munity, and even this must be kept within limits of great ease--for
with a burden of debt at man will sink under spiritual law, just as
surely as he will under the carnal law.

The law will bring you the exact returns for your energy and
your watchfulness. All that you need for carrying out legitimate
plans will come to you——often in ways of marvellous interest, just
when you most need it. If you work hard in your business, what~
ever it may be, putting first the kingdom of righteousness, you will
reap the necessities of life——perhaps more, but never less. If this
is not enough for you. and if you want to accumulate, you must
perforce remain with the Gentiles, outside the gates of the Temple.
For though you may accumulate under the law, yet the desire for
accumulation is barred. With that desire in your heart the law
will not work for you.

Even accumulations of laid—by articles of clothing or of furni-
ture of any kind are a weight and an obstacle to those who are
living on this spiritual law. Every thing that we own, over and
above the strictly necessary, is a burden on the life. Articles of
beauty are necessities, since they uplift and inspire the spiritual
man; and a few good books, for the same reason; but the desire to



sense

at both ends; it is at
law can be felt and opc:rat:ed.
one ; but we must

for
ourselves. will

on condition that we are self-clep,endeIlt
individual has his own account and
needs; but there can be no such

oV1erl,ap)ing, accounts as a of an onierJlv lI'y:nli:lU.
cannot drafts account, nor you
mine; each one must act does not mean
order.

are some the outer relluirelrnents
of DE:mcmd and But the most impOlitalnt
attitudes and recL1izatil:ms of truth; and

be
three virtues:

we have alrea(lV
h..tl:;,vinnll' outwaJrdlv' but

to us
AU the

leadiIllg away
the new
in the New

HE WHO FEELS HIS HltAR'r BltA'r PltACE1l'ULLY
HE SHALL HAVE PltACIl:

acquire unnecessary material objects just to gratify the sense of
possession, should be curbed and eliminated.

There are many persons to whom those un-used, or little-used,
articles of ours would be a veritable god-send; and it is a very goodplan, once a year, or oftener, to go through our worldly goods and
find a new home for all the things which we see no immediate need
for. This will start a current and open a way for new ones to come
to us if we need them in the future. There is no one so poor as
the one who hoards.

We need to keep our current open at both ends; it is just at
this point that our connection with the law can be felt and operated.The Law itself will do all except this one thing; but this we must
learn to do ourselves.

Borrowing, as a habit of life, is to be avoided. Be ever more
ready to give than to receive; from him that would borrow of thee,
turn not thou away, but be not thou the borrower. This does not
apply to the little amenities of neighborliness upon occasion; but
to the habit of depending always upon others for those things which
we ought to supply ourselves. The Law will supply us with all
that we need; but only on condition that we are self—clependent and
live our own life. Each individual has his own account and can
draw upon it for what he needs; but there can be no such things as
mixed, or overlapping, accounts as a part of an orderly system. I
cannot habitually make drafts upon your account, nor you upon
mine; each one must act independently. Love does not mean dis-
order. '

These are some of the outer requirements of the Spiritual Law
of Demand and Supply. But the most important ones are inner
attitudes and realizations of truth; and these are more ditiicult to
attain.

For the Law can only be successfully lived by a special blend-
ing and interrningling of the three virtues: Faith, Hope and Charity
(or universal love). Of Love we have already spoken, since it
governs the behaviour outwardly; but Faith and Hope are even
more vital, since they govern the inner, or receiving, current. If
we have Faith in the law and Hope enough to lead us to action in
the ways we have indicated and all other ways which universal love
demands; if we “agonize to enter in at the strait gate” without
neglecting our rightful worldly duties, then the current that flows
to us will be strong and we shall receive through giving.

All the great movements of the social world today are steps
leading away from the old condition of gross materialism and to-
wards the new Law of Love and Brotherhood, the Law which will
obtain in the New Era which is even now commencing.

HE WHO FEELS HIS HEART BEAT PEACEFULLY
HE SHALL HAVE PEACE
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COSTS SIXTY CENTS TO ANSWER EACH LETTER
We found the following in the Adzrertisiug Circular of a Pub-

lishing Firm with which we do business; it embodies a Truthwhich
needs expression.

Few people understand that it costs us 60 cents a piece to
answer letters even with stcnography and typewriting machines as,
an aid. The average cost of answering and mailing a letter is 60
cents, made up as follows:

Dictators time (average) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 cents
8tenogro.pher's time (average) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 cents
Postage, stationery. wear and tear, etc . . . . . . . . . . 8 cents

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 cents
This estimate does not include the typewritten letters sent to

every name on our mailing list, telling of new special books, neither
does it include private correspondence, on personal matters, by high-
priced dictators and stenographers. However, 60 cents is the aver-
age cost of answering letters, for there are ten individual, time con-
suming, operations necessary for answering one letter as follows:

First--Letter opened.
Second——-Letter read.
Third-Dictated.
Fourthwstenographer takes dictation.
Fifth-—Stenogra.;>herwrites letter.
Sixth»-Envelopeaddressed.
Seventh-Letter is folded.
Eighth--Letter inserted and sealed.
Ninth—Stamped.
'I‘enth——Letter is mailed.

Although, as shown above, the cost -of answering letters is high,
we shall always be pleased to reply to every letter sent us by per»
sons who are considerate enough to enclose stamps. No well—mean-
ing person will take offense at what has been said here, and will
be thoughtful enough to send stamps every time they write after
reading this. Those who feel that they should like to send more
than three cents, after learning that it costs us 60 cents to answer
their letters, may do so, if they wish, and any amount in stamps
sent will be ‘thankfully received and greatly appreciated. Indeed,
there are a large number on our list who never write us without
sending stamps to pay for the reply and some send as high as ten,
thirty and fifty cents in stamps, realizing that to read and properly
answer a letter takes considerable time.

De Laurence
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MEDITATION
‘ms: ASTRAL PLANE

While the student of Esoterism is told of the existence of the
astral world and the general laws obtaining in it, he is also taught
that to enter that plane unprepared and before he has control of
his own astral activities would be as foolhardy as it would be to
trust himself to the raging ocean when he could not swim. He is
therefore bidden to conserve his latent powers and to use them cre-
atively; for he must become master of his own astral body before
he can enter this realm of illusion to any purpose. When he shall
have learned by his own experience in his daily life to control his
emotions, to purify his desires and to consciously direct his activi-
ties and his creative powers, then it may be safe for him to lower
his rate of vibration and center his consciousness in the astral for
purposes of investigation and usefulness.

Only as master can this plane be safely entered at any time,
for it must always be entered from above, never from below. True
knowledge can be gained in no other way than by the greatest purity
of life and thought.

“What Esoterism Is,” Marsland
1. Guard, 0 Disciple, thy thoughts, for they are of more impor-

tance than thy actions.
2. The mind is ever restless; it is impetuous, strong, and difiicult

to bend; I deem it as hard to curb as the wind.
3. The mind is the great Slayer of the Real. Let the disciple

slay the Slayer.
4. Have mastery over thy thoughts, make harmless the children

of thy mind, the thoughts that swarm, unseen yet powerful,
about thee and thy brother man.

5. Mental stability and the control of thought is to be acquired
slowly, at the price of continued work and perseverance.

6. Ere the gold flame can burn with steady light, the lamp must
stand well guarded in a spot free from all wind.

l’. By our own thoughts we make for ourselves that which we
have been, which we are, and which we shall be.
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Doors ®t Dating
The mountains that enfold the vale

With walls of granite, steep and high,
Invite the fearless foot to scale

Their stairway toward the sky.
The restless, deep, dividing sea

That flows and foams from shore to shore,
Calls to its sunburned chivalry,

“Push out, set sail, explore!”
And all the bars at which we fret,

That seem to prison and control,
Are but the doors of daring, set

Ajar before the soul.

Say not, “Too poor,” but freely give;
Sigh not, “Too weak,” but boldly try.

You never can begin to live
Until you dare to die.

Henry Van Dyke
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EASTER SERVICE

On Easter Sunday, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, there will be
held at the Headquarters of the Society, 1443 Q Street, N. \V., a
Service for the Consecration of Young Children.

All our Members are invited to be present at this ceremony.Those, whether Members or not, who are in sympathy with the
ideals and teachings of the Society and who wish to dedicate their
children. at this time, to the service of God and of humanity, should
give notice to the President.

Invisible Selma
Our earth owes much of its higher life to impulses received

from Beings, we are told, who are normally invisible to us. Thus
in the long, long ago beings much more advanced than the inhabi-
tants of our earth were sent to us from other planets--notably
Venus and Mercury--to help and to teach the infant humanity.Approaching more closely to our own times we hear of the
Shining Ones, the gods, the angels, archangels, the Great Masters ;--
and there are many other terms used in different languages and
different epochs to testify to the presence in the Aura of our Earth
of Choirs of Celestial Spirits, Hosts of Creative Powers, the Sons
of God and many others.

All of these are Beings who people the higher spheres.
But besides these there is an even more numerous concourse

of inferior beings, also normally invisible, who people the nether
regions.

Very little teaching is given out by religious bodies concerning
the invisible world, its exact conditions and its inhabitants; this is
partly because comparatively little is known to the world teachers.
And even when the Minister or Priest is instructed in such matters,
it is generally thought best to reserve all mention of “spirits,” appa-ritions, “the astral world,” obsessions, etc., so as not to arouse an
idle curiosity in the ignorant and little evolved person. And there
are other reasons, all of the nature of safeguards.

Of Angels and good spirits something is said; but of the
dangers of consorting with lower entities little warning has been
given.
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And yet, at the present time, there is a great need for all relig~
ious bodies, cults and all enlightened people to lift up their voices
loudly and clearly in admonition and in caution; for a door is
being opened between the visible and the invisible world from below,
and thousands are pouring through, attracted by the promises of
receiving ‘‘messages'’ from their friends on the other side.

Never having been instructed. the average person believes that
everything of the nature of a "spirit” must be good, and that if he
receives a message from one of these it must be genuine and should
be obeyed. Thus they become easy dupes and begin the down-
ward path to the Abyss.

For it will be apparent to a person of intelligence that the
Angels, Archangeis, Saints and Great Ones must have great and
sacred functions to perform in the Divine Economy and cannot
therefore be found dictating trivial “messages." Even our own
President and Ministers of State are shielded in the performance
of their duties from the insistence and intrusion of those who would
cause them to waste their time and energy. These “messages” may
appear to he harmless on their face and some persons may even
believe them helpful. Beware! however, of indiscriminately open-ing yourself to “spirits," controls, Indians, Ouija Boards, Table-
tuming or tipping. etc. All these practices open the door to the
invisible world from below; and the person who enters from below
is in a blind alley from which there is no access to the higher realms,
and here he finds himself (not just at once but after a time) in
very evil company. Perhaps he is able to retrace his steps when
he finds out his mistake; perhaps not.

There are Great Beings Who care for the progress of human-
ity; but They do not reveal Themselves to the first comer. Indeed
many years of sacrifice and of service may well be given by one of
us for a word or a look from Them.

All men are seeking after God even those who appear the most
worldly; but the worldly seek The Good where it is not to be found,
through their own gratification. Only the higher and more earnest
souls can appreciate profound and spiritual knowledge for it is
esoteric.

There are three esoteric disciplines, distinct from each other:
the Mystical or religious; the Hermetic or philosophical; and the
Occult, astral or cryptic which includes inordinate dealings with
invisible intelligences.

Of these the Mystical seek through Love to attain to God-
Union.

The Hermetic seek after God by way of the intellect—by philo-
sophy.

The third class are seeking Power and these it is for the most
part who resort to the methods of which we have spoken earlier.

If we do not, in the BULLETIN, often write of the “psychic,” or
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kindred subjects, it is not because we are ignorant of the negativeteachings but because we have always something that seems to us
better to write about. The present is, however. a critical moment and
it is our duty to speak.

The Lefthand Path is represented by all negative teachings, so
far as they are negative. and by all practices based upon these teach—
ings. Negative teachings are those involving anti-ideas or the nega—tions of ideas. The practices to which they lead are marked bypassivity, the person giving himself up to some form of suggestion
or control and refraining from the use of his own Will or Powers.
Automatic writing, Ouija boards are examples of passive negative
practices~—theperson allowing his hand passively to be used by anyentity whatever, good or evil.

Black Magic, from the same point of view, is represented by all
explicit dealings with evil spirits and by all alleged domination over
spirits. or non-human or disembodied or non-embodied personali-
ties or intelligences or intelligent beings, or attempts to gain such
domination, and by all stihttiissioii to the control of such beings, in
such wise that the personality or self—control is displaced by them,
or attempts to so submit.

Of the abnormal appearances or strange happenings that some
people meet with in theirastral or Spiritist investigations theremay be
many kinds: ;‘\'m‘m'a{ !’1tantasms, the auras or appearances thrown
of? by natural objects: artificial phantasms or thought-forms: and
human ;‘>hanm.<ms or the astral shells. human aurae and astral bod-
ies separated from the outer physical hotly at death. All of these
three may play a part in the negative practices of which we are
speaking. lint as these are mere shapes and bundles of habits, etc..
no one who cotistilts with them can expect spiritual advancement
thereby.

Two other kinds of abnormal appearances may be called plian-
tasmal objcrts and Nzatitasnzal bodies; these are, as their name
indicates objects or bodies \\’lIlCl‘:appear to be corporeal and living
but are temporarily proclut-ccl of highly attenuated elemental matter
to serve the purpose of either a Celestial or of an evil Intelligence.
They are sometimes caused even by human beings who have occult
power.

The space immediately surrounding our Earth teems with
beings of all gratles innumerable classes of existences lying between
the human intelligence and that of the animal kingdom. These are
in themselves passively good but may be made use of by either
the good or the evil forces at work.

The object of all these details has been to give an idea of
“invisiblebeings" of various kinds and to disahuse our readers of the
idea that whatever is "invisible" and represents itself as “spiritual"
is therefore good: even the malignant spirits are spiritual in a
sense. Yet they are warring against the Divine Purposes and are
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making use of all these agencies to entangle men in the web of
psychism and negative practices.

All that can be and should be known about "invisible beings"
will he imparted to our students in a normal way at the right time:
there is nothing that they ought to know that will be withheld and
our advice to them is to strengthen their own emotional and moral
nature so that they will enter the invisible world as masters with
knowledge and understanding of what they see and hear.

in: wire FEEILS ms masar Bl€A'l‘ 1‘l€.\CF.FU!.!.Y
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METALS BECOME “I'lRED" WHEN OVERWORKED
Br GARRETT P. SERVISS

Here, from a popular viewpoint, is an unpromising looking
technical question, which nevertheless opens up a glimpse of some
of the most fascinating mysteries of the world of matter, which
affect us every day of our lives:

“Can a tailshaft of an ocean-going steamer get in a state where
you would call it ‘tired’ from constant work? Would a rest of a
certain period increase its strength and better its condition?”

A tailshaft is the after section of a propeller shaft, and one may
say that if any piece of machinery can get “tired” a tailshaft ought
to. Engineers use the term “fatigue” to express an effect of over-
strain on metals. Some say that this is a misuse of the word, though
convenient; others aftirm that it expresses a real and close resem-
blance to the effects of overwork on living organisms. In a broad,
philosophical sense the last assertion may be substantially correct.
The road that leads from the inorganic into the organic world
appears more continuous and less obstructed the further the explora-
tion of it is pushed.

.\li:‘rAI. C.x>; l{i=.co\'i~:R Freon ()\‘i-:i:s’i‘i<.\1.\'
Speaking imaginatively, to be sure, but still within the limits

of reasonable analogy, one might say that over—worl<ed metal “recu-
perates" through rest much as an overworked muscle does. But the
process is not so rapid, and perhaps a stronger “tonic" needs to be
applied from external sources.

°

The engineer in dealing with the question of the strength of his
materials uses certain terms which need to be understood by all
who think of the subject even in the most general way. When a
force is exerted upon a body that body is said to experience a
"stress," and any change of shape, however small, that the stress
produces in the body is called a "strain."
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Elasticity is that property of a body which causes it to recover
its original shape when a stress is removed. The “elastic limit” is
the measure of greatest stress that can be put upon a body without
straining it beyond its power to recover completely, or nearly com-
pletely, its original shape. If it cannot recover it is said to have a
“permanent set."

“Ultimate strength" is the measure of the stress required to
produce rupture of the body. "Working stress” is that amount of
stress that is regarded, in any particular case, as safe to apply, and
the “factorof safety” is the ratio of ultimate strength to the working
strength. It should never be less than 3., and often it exceeds 5;
that is to say, the stress is kept down to from 1-3 to 1-5, or even
less, of the ultimate strength. It will help to clearness of under~
standing if the meaning of these terms is kept in mind.

Tim: .»\:< l:‘.L1a.\ii~:.~;'r Ix EFF}IC'l‘ or Srmii:
One remarkable fact developed by experiment is that time plays

a notable part in the results of the application of stress beyond the
elastic limit. When the stress has been pushed beyond that limit
a certain time must elapse before the full strain corresponding to
that particular stress will be developed. And if by a certain stress.
constantly applied-—¢'. e., a certain “load”———a constant strain is main-
tained, after some time the stress required to maintain that degree
of strain diminishes. Still more remarkable is such an experiment
as this:

If a piece of iron or steel is subjected to a given load and the
strain is pushed beyond the elastic limit, and then the load, or stress.
is removed and kept on’ for a considerable interval of time, it will
be found, when the load is again applied, that the ultimate strength
of the metal has in the meantime increased. This comes about
through a hardening process that has taken place during the interval
in the metal.

It might be likened to the “hardening” of a muscle by con-
tinued exercise, although the analogy is not precise. Overstrain
produces in the metal a change of properties, which it has been
found, may continue to go on during weeks and months after the
stress producing the strain has been removed.

These effects are the result of something which occurs in the
metal affecting the arrangement of its constituent crystalline grains.
Examination with the microscope shows that overstrain alters the
shape of the metallic grains, elongating them in the direction of the
force.
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MEDITATION
‘Mill is the first of Powers, therefore the cultivation and de-

velopment of the will are of first importance to the disciple.
By means of the Will he is required, to choose his path and

to work for his own regeneration, by curbing the lower desires and
bringing them into harmony with the \Vill Divine.

As a result of this discipline, the strength of the \\’ill increases
steadily and continuously, so that the disciple comes to have power
over nature and natural forces, over his whole environment, as well
as over other men.

This is a dangerous and critical point in his career, for it tests
his nature to the utmost. If he uses the power acquired unselfishly,
for the good of his fellows, his path will continue onwards and
upwards; but if selfish desires creep in, he will fall into some phase
of what is known as “Black I\»lagic." There is today much danger-
ous teaching being given. innocently enough, along the lines of
“success" and the attainment of wealth-«or even health-——whieh
falls under this head. Forewarned is forearmed.

“Wlmt Esotcrism IS"---;\‘l.A§RSLAND.
THE WILL

1. Will is the first of powers, not to control others for your own
advantage, but to use in active service for the good of all.

By means of the will. man can come to the knowledge of the
most sacred mysteries.

3. It is by will and concentration that man learns to control his
own thoughts.

ii. Will is the voice of the conscious being? it is the fire of life,
the creative impulse. Without will there can be no activity
other than that of routine or habit.

To will is to be able.
1». We are, and we possess, whatever we will, and we arrive at

whatever we desire.
To will well, to will long, to will always, but never to lust after

anythingmsuch is the secret of power.

ls’.

.€.1
T?

 

Peblhhed Bhculcty by
THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC SOCIETY. 1443 Q Sranrr, N. W.. Wuaxxomu. D. 0.

Except 5 mob in August and September and 3 inch in December and January
luau Inbncrip-{ion 81.00: to all countries outside or the United States. its deput-oueiu. Mexico. Cuba. Penna: sad the Canal zone. 1 yr. (81.60) : 8 mos. (75e.).



lies unheard:
hides unseen:

needs
chisel keen.

touch us with skilful hand:
the music that is in us die!

hew and us: nor let
the form within us lie!

Great
I.ct not

Great
Hidden and

not the do witl1 us as thou wilt!
there be marred:

become
and Lord.

-Horalilu BOllor.

AchiHe8 all eo p ..D••IIU".. to A.__ E. llIarlllaalllll,
1443 q St II. N. W., Wa..hlnlll1olll, D. C.

Post-Office at Wub·

 
(the master's Eoucb

In the xtili air the music lies unheard;
In the rough marble beauty hides unseen:

To make the music and the beauty needs
The master's touch, the sculptofs chisel keen.

Great Master. touch us with thy skilful hand:
Let not the music that is in us die!

Great Sculptor, hew and polish us; nor let
llidden and lost. the form within us lief

Spare not the :~tI’0§<C3 do with us as thou wiitf
Let there be naught unfinished. broken, marred:

Complete thy purpose. that we may become
Thy perfect image. than our God and Lord.

-Horaiius Boner.
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EASTER NUMBER
ii‘:

consecration
Every festival marks an ending and a beginning; the closing

of a door upon a completed cycle of human experience. and the
opening of another upon a fresh cycle, fraught with new opportuni-
ties and responsibilities.

To the unthinking,it is a period of relaxation, of revelry and
temporary forgetfulness; but to the devout soul, taking advantage
of the brief pause to reassemble his scattered forces and gird up
his loins for the untried tasks awaiting him. it is a season of prayer
and consecration.

Thus at Easter, on the Birthday, New Year’s Day, on each re-
current anniversary, he dedicates himself anew to God. to his
country, his family,his work, or to whatever ideal he holds most
sacred.

To consecrate is to "set apart for a holy use.’ Consecration is
the first conscious step toward the distant goal of being. When the
slumbering soul at length becomes aware of a glimmer of light
faintly illuminating the darkness wherein it has blindly groped, a
sudden revulsion of feeling is experienced. The universe appearsmagically changed; the old ambitions and desires fall away and
the plane of living shifts to a new level. In the midst of upheaval
and readjustment, there arises an irresistible yearning to share the
vital truths which, though but momentarily and imperfectly
glimpsed, have nevertheless endowed life with new and deeper
meanings; and though with tears and misgivings an overmastering
desire to consecrate the life to service finds utterance in a cry:“what wilt Thou have me to do? Behold, all that I have is Thine.
Here am I, send me-—-—.”

Many of us, longing for the joy and peace that we have been
told accompany “conversion,” and finding ourselves torn and shaken
by vague fears and questionings, begin to doubt the Gleam that fell
athwart our pathway, and are filled with sorrow because of our
failure to experience the mysterious “change of heart” which is
generally held to be the first step in the higher life.

If this is our case, let us take comfort; for conversion comes
not always as a blinding flash of revelation, transmuting all doubts
and ‘bringing joy in its train. Nay, sometimes it steals into the
heart so gently as to be imperceptible; but consecration, which is
the essential part of conversion, is conscious-voluntary—-and may
be ours at any moment that we will.

Thousands are so placed that every waking moment is com
sumed in the necessary struggle for daily bread. The very sug-
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gestion of the peace of consecrated moments evokes a bitter smile.
“They are not for us. We have too many mouths to feed.” Thus
are they torn ‘between the desire to follow the Light, and their
Karmic bondage on the wheel of physical necessity.

Ye it is, O burdened souls, who most need to learn the mysteryof consecration.
For to consccrate is not always to “set apart" in the material

sense. It does not involve the dropping of our daily tasks, the
severing of personal ties and relationships in order that we may
devote ourselves to the Master’s service.

It means the making of even the humblest of our daily tasks
a consecrated act——a deed of holiness--by our recognition in it of a
divine purpose. For these present cares and burdens are Karmic
debts which must be paid to the uttermost farthing before we can
be free. Each uncongenial task is a good and necessary lesson:
and when we learn to accept it as such, with cheerful welcome and
gratitude for the opportunity for growth‘ and patience which it
affords, we may see, if we look deep enough—behind the ledger,
at the bottom of the furrow, through the imprisoning walls of mill
or factory——the face of the Master-Teacher; and in the midst of
the clash and roar of the workaday world, His voice may be dis-
tinguished, whispering lessons of patience, humility, tolerance and
love.

So, to the awakening soul, life’s common things become an
i

altar whereon he oliers himself, a living sacrifice; and every task,
even the most menial—-nay, every thought and breath—rnay be a
stepping stone by which to rise.

Therefore let us hear our burdens with willing shoulders and
glad hearts, using them to the uttermost, learning all they can
teach, knowing that when they have performed their service, they
will be lifted, leaving us free, if we so will, to dedicate our lives
to be used henceforth for the good of all.

How long will this take? None may say. It may be a day,
a week, a year, perhaps many lifetimes.

Learn to rest in the Lord. This is also a part of consecration.
If we are looking forward to our day of release with impatience

because it does not come quickly, we still do not understand true
consecration.

Give yourselves to be placed on high or thrust under foot at
the Master’s good pleasure, sure that He knows what is best. Then,
after you have waited, working patiently and with a thankful heart
in the place where you are, the day will come at last when the way
will be opened and your life accepted. “When the disciple is ready,
the master will appear.”

We can only advance one step at a time, and the first step
toward a conscious, voluntary spirituality is to “set apart" the
prosaic, familiar duties and limitations of our everyday life for a

I‘,
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“holy use." The higher and higher we climb, the purer and more
complete must be our self surrender.

Then, in love and faith, let us consecrate ourselves-—our
thoughts———otir speech——oiir toil——our joyswour sorrows-to the
service of the Father,and through Him to our fellow men.

Consecrationl As the lotus consecrates its golden heart
To the Lord of light and beauty,to the sun that doth impart
Life and purity and fragrance, so I turn to find Thy face.
Let me rise above the waters, let me share Thy love and grace.
Consecrationl When Thou hidest, when Thy gaze no more I see,
Let me close my longing petals, let me meditate on Thee,
Till my golden-hearted center radiates the light divine,
And a-glow with mom's refulgence, conscious joy and bliss are

mine.

Adoration! As the lotus, looking upward, must adore,
Looking midst the waters’ mirror, sees Thyself forever more,
May I see Thee, blessed Master, in the low as in the high;
Tho’ the stream be dark and muddy, let me know Thy Presence

nigh.
Consecration! Let my glances find Thee wheresoe'er they turn,
Resting on my brother-lotus, may the heart within me burn.
Adoration! aye, Adored-One, Thou in all hast found Thy seat!
Love and glory, all I offer, consecrated at Thy feet.

Floonttoe meottattons
A verse for each day, from Writers of All Age:
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There are many to when} a knowledge of the Oriental Philoso by and
Ethics would be a great help in meeting the Qroblems and enduring t e_tria1s
of life, but who have no op rtunity of gaining access to this information.

The Oriental Esoteric ociety aims to meet the needs of these. Public
Lectures are given at the I-lead-quarters 1443_ Q Street, N. W. as well as
private advice on personal difiiculties. libero is no charge for tiiese_ari_d noobligation of any kind is incurred as the work is purely philantlirogic in its
aims and is supported by the vpliiiit_ary contributions of its frien s. The
teaching is not ogiposed to Christianity, but endeavors to show the funda-
mental identity o all great religions and to point out the highly practical
value of the doctrines of Reincarnation and Karma and of the oriental
esoteric ideals to the needs of daily life and individual develomnent. Courses
of lectures on special topics are given from time to time.
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MILK FOR THE BABIES!
Two hundred thousand Vienna infants of two years and under

are without milk. Have no immediate prospect of getting anyunless-—Yauact-~now.
.

What to do? Buy a can of good condensed milk. Double wrap
it in corrugated straw board. Leave one end loose. Tie it securely
with twine and direct it, parcels post, to: ~

VIENNA CHILDREN'S MILK RELIEF
150 NASSAU STREET

NEW YORK CITY
Attention of Wm. P. Larsen

Why certa.inly—-if you prefer to send money, do so. But, don’t
read this and immediately proceed to forget it. Act now——-pass the
word along.

THE BEAUTIES OF ESOTERISM
The most perfect treasures are guarded; the rarest gems must

be dug from the mines, the richest Truths are hidden all awaitingthe magic key to unlock and unfold their beauty.The modest flower blooming in the woodland wilds possessesthe secrets of the universe; the most distant orb in the diadem of
Night holds the same mystery; the mind of man like a placid lake
reflects the divine image and in its inner depths liest latent the
knowledge of all creation.

All down the ages the human family has intuitively acknowl-
edged a Superior Power. It has been called by many names and
various have been the conceptions of it. The one central idea con—
ceived was that of a Something mightier than mortal eyes had
ever beheld, in and behind everything in Nature creating and con-
trolling all.

More than fifty centuries ago the unity of all life was held by
those ancient peoples. In essence and in spirit they were all from
the one-——only differing in manifestation.

Those Orientals whom the Western world look upon as
“heathen” mastered themselves. They knew that power was within,
and not extraneous. Some of our enlightened (?) Christians of
today pray to a far away God, not realizing: “Lo, I am with youalways;” and “The Father in me doeth the works.” “The works
that I do shall ye do also.”

In all the ancient wisdom of India the Supreme Being was a
Grand Unity, the Source of their Higher Self. This gave them a
working hypothesis whereby one can “love his neighbor as him-
self,” the Higher Self of each being from the same Source.
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Through meditation, concentration and pure living they arrived
at many of the hidden beauties. They saw (perceived) that Spirit
was the animating force. It is in everything, the mineral, the clod.
the flower, the star, the entire universe. Verily,"In Him we live.
move and have our being."

There were then, as now, some souls not so far advanced on the
Path, some who could not assimilate the great Truths of God, so
these were sacredly guarded by the faithful and only those who
through probationary training were accounted worthy to be en-
trusted with them were given the Inner Teaching. For, know, oh,
man, he who uses the mighty forces of the Invisible for selfish or
hurtful purposes will have them rebound on himself with destruc-
tive power, not as punishment,‘ but from the inexorable Law of
Consequence which has been set in operation. “God is not mocked.
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

The language of the mystics was expressed in symbols and
hieroglyphics, which, in fact, were only pictures of ideas. In the
mysteries of antiquity the cross was the first symbol, and carried
out the idea of the Spirit's descent into the human form and man’s
ascent to God. Man with outstretched arms forms a cross. For
twenty centuries the cross has been associated with death and
agon .hecause of the inabilityof the average mind to grasp the eso-
teric teaching, much symhology was used. The Persian poets sang
in Oriental imagery of “The Beloved,” the “Rose Garden,” the
“Well of Light.” Their rhapsodies appealed to two distinct classes.
The casual reader would see nothing but an amorous expression of
sensuousness in the lines, but the initiated looked behindthe veil and
pierced the true meaning. The very spirit of the teachings of the
Uspanishads is: “In order to find mm you must embrace all.”

So much for the great secrets known by people in the long
gone ages of antiquity. .

And old truth, forever new is recognized by many today, and
their lives are being transformed and their energies transmuted into
spiritual substance. During the evolution of man he has created
and stored up faculties that lie dormant within him until he ex-
presses them (presses them out). When he shall have learned the
complete mastery of body and of every thought and act he will be
filled with Love for every creature in this and all other worlds. The
pure radiance of white Light will pour into his spiritual being
from his Elder Brothers who have progressed beyond this mortal
plane of earth (having learned the lessons we are experiencing
here) whose exalted spheres we shall yet attain. They know this
world of illusion is but the flitting phantasmagoriaof a dream and
nothing but the Eternal Is: all things emanate from That.

-—-Julia M. .Walter:



S"l"VU'" in its true means as a of the Whole.
the of his Oneness with God and

with and the deed of mercy is the natural ou1:tlo'w
of the heart's tenderness.

also serve who stand and " we are told;
truest and most beautiful service that a man can render to the

race is a useful and life. It is what
we are that rather than what we however our
actions' for what we are constitutes a of the B:r:ING of the
WHOLE.

""""'f,,,,,,1 life of the individual flows in a circular current
of which of the blood may be taken as a sYrltll)(Jll.
In the unawakened soul the movement is slow and tortuous; but
when man has his oneness with God and with his br()ther,
he becomes more his throb with to aid in
quickening the current the race; serves in what-
ever itself himself for and
more work; he and his into

outwanHy as well as and everyone activi-

list of

can we

; but the service
and renders us

were

SERVICE

service in the world-toalone for
others:'

2. not ex,lcting,
3. You will never hear from the

servIces "Give and ""?'",.•.l'"

4. when our
to the

5. of man for the love man is
of God is for it includes all the
im'npY'vi(UB, to and annoyances
so real to us.

6. "Ask and ye shall have." But the dlsclp,le cannot ask in the
sense until he has attairled power of

1.

1. and the

TBIIII OBIIlNTAL ESOTlilR1C SOCIETY. 1448 Q l;]'IUlLlIIT, N. W •• WUBUIOTOlil. D. C.
II1IclIpt I .....u ID lI1KI __bII. lI1KI I ..lIlIiIlI ID Dee__ ...4 llllllWU'f

to all

MEDITATION
Service in its true aspect means Life as a part of the Whole.

It is a recognition by the individual of his Oneness with God and
with his fellowman. and the deed of mercy is the natural outflow
of the heart’s tenderness.

“They also serve who only stand and wait,” we are told; and
the truest and most beautiful service that a man can render to the
race is that of a dignified, useful and well-ordered life. It is what,
we are that counts rather than what we do, however great our
actions; for what we are constitutes a part of the BEING of the
WHOLE.

The spiritual life of the individual flows in a circular current
of which the circulation of the blood may be taken as a symbol.
In the unawakened soul the movement is slow and tortuous; but
when man has realized his oneness with God and with his brother,
he becomes more active, his pulses throb with eagerness to aid in
quickening the current of evolution of the race; he serves in what-
ever way presents itself ; he aims to prepare himself for higher and
more definite work; he disciplines himself and brings his life into
order, outwardly as well as inwardly, and every one of these activi-
ties is a step upwards.

-Ma-rsiand.
SERVICE

1. Seek alone for active service in the world--to “rise by raising
others.”

2. The disciple glories in giving, not exacting, service.
3. You will never hear from the lips of a disciple a long list of

services rendered. “Give and forget” is his motto.
4. Only when our pitcher is full and lightly borne, can we give

drink to the thirsty soul.
The service of man for the love of man is good; but the service

of God is better, for it includes all the other, and renders us
impervious to the slights and annoyances that were before
so real to us.

6. “Ask and ye shall have.” But the disciple cannot ask in the
mystic sense until he has attained the power of helping
others.

‘I. The object of all existence is to know and love God, and the
method of attaining such knowledge is by service.

.63!

Publlabed swam by
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Give, and thou shalt receive. Give thoughts of cheer,

Of courage and success. to friend and stranger.
And from a thousand sources, far and near,

Strength will be sent thee in thy hour of danger.
Give words of comfort, of defence and hope,

To mortals crushed by sorrow and by error.
And though thy feet through shadowy paths may grope,

Thou shalt not walk in loneliness or terror.

Give of thy gold, though small thy portion be.
Gold rusts and shrivels in the hand that keeps it.

It grows in one that opens wide and free.
Who sows his harvest is the one who reaps it.

Give of thy love, nor wait to know the worth
Of what thou lovest; and ask no returning.

And wheresoe’er thy pathway leads on earth,
There thou shalt find the lamp of love-light burning.

—El!a Wheeler Wilcox
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Life and Breath are synchronous; he who lives, breathes; and
in proportion as he breathes the more completely, the more beauti-
fully is his life developed and rounded out. The first breath of the
child opens up his life on earth, and the last breath he draws marks
the moment when he passes on to another sphere of activity. As he
breathes, so he lives: if he breathes deeply, of ozone and pure
ethereal breezes, he brings to his life that vigor and nourishment
which it needs. And if he appropriates from this inflow the energy
that he requires, and expels vigorously those elements which are
useless and deleterious to the fuil health and elasticity of every
organ, then his life will be strong, happy and overflowing with
blessing to all about him.

Breath, then, is two-fold, speaking in a general sense. Man in-
spires and he expires.

And this two~fold activity is true of his mental life, of his
spiritual life, of his emotional or astral life, as well as of his life as
a whole.

Health and vigor on any plane come from right breathing on
that plane; weakness, overstimulation or inordination of any kind
are the results of ignorance and misuse of the supply which nor~
mally flows to that particular plane for its service.

And in the sense in which we are using the word, Breath is
seen to cover all that is drawn to the individual of whatever nature
for its use and appropriation.

In the practical world of business, the law of the equalization
of breath is well understood. The man of affairs knows that the
incomings must be made to equal the ontgoings and even to exceed
them somewhat so as to allow for depreciation. Thus he keeps his
attention daily, monthly, yearly——even sometimes in moments of
crisis, hourly——upon the chart showing the rise and fall of the mar-
ket, the credit or debit of every department, the increase or fall in
value or in activity of each branch of his work, and, with his hand
ever on the throttle of the engine, he directs his affairs into the
strongest and most lucrative channels. The man who is the most
far—sighted in recognizing an opportunity and the quickest to seize
it, makes the most successful business man. He has an instinctive
recognition of the importance of ensuring an equal flow of revenue
and output, with as large as possible a balance of revenue.

This balance is his return to Unity. If he is obliged to live al-
ways from hand to mouth, saving nothing and doing no work for
any man except himself and his immediate family, he knows in-
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stinctively that his position is a perilous one. Such an undertaking
cannot live long.Everything that we do has these same two aspects: the out-
going energy and the incoming return. These two must be equal-
ized and there must be also a return to Unity. Suppose that we
propose to write a letter to a friend. The letter is our Unity, our
purpose, to which we must, if successful, return. If we write care-
lessly, without interest, intelligence or love, our letter will be below
par and we shall possiby be so dissatisfied with it that we never
complete it at all. Or we may, in writing, find so many details to
tell and so much trivial matter to put down, that our time is con-
sumed before we reach the real purpose for which we write, and
we put it aside “till a more convenient season." In proportion as
our letter, when completed, expresses what we had to say, and adds
to that a certain grace of diction, an elevation of sentiment, a spice
of humor with an appropriateness to its special subject matter, by
that added beauty and strength have we enriched the world in our
return to Unity.

In all mental fields there must be inspiration and expiration
many times repeated in various ways and on different planes if the
conception is profound and complicated. For successful work these
frequent sallies forth into the alleys and byways of diversity must
always be followed by a return to the central field of Unity. The
man who “knows it all" and therefore never cares to hear his
neighbors’ views is as weak as the one who listens to so manypoints of view that he ceases to have one of his own and never gets
back to Unity at all. We must be willing to learn what we do not
yet know, and able to appropriate whatever is good and useful in it,
thus enriching our central unit. But we must also remember that
there is a central Unit and not wander so far afield into the mazes
of variety or give so free a rein to our imagination that we lose our
path altogether and forget what it was we started out to investi-
gate.

We may be obliged to go far out into multiplicity and separa-tion ; but we must not lose sight of our aim, or branch off from it
into the tortuous mazes of intellectual sophisms or of spiritual vi-ai-
semblances.

In the transcendental and spiritual field, this danger is little rec-
ognized, yet it is ever-present. There are those whose emotions and
imaginations are active but untrained and who are easily persuaded
that these entitle them to a high position even though they well
know that they cannot control these wonderful gifts with which
Mother Nature has endowed them. They cannot bring them back
to Unity.

And again there are those whose central field of Unity is as
large or as small as they care to have it and who only desire to be
left alone‘ with what they have already accomplished.
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As the disciple progresses his sphere of Unity enlarges so as to
embrace all of the results of his researches in all fields, his nature
becomes enriched so that he is at once more unified with all good-
ness, truth and beauty,and at the same time more versatile in his
appreciation of these wherever they are to be found and in his ex»
pression of them in his own life.

Analysis is recognized by him to be good in its place; but as he
rises, its importance and usefulness wane and it is succeeded bysynthesis, harmony and the return to that Unity from which all
things originally spring. This Unity is larger and more beautiful in
each man in proportion as he has been able to improve his talents
day by day, and the greater the Unity in the life, the more nearly
does it approach to the likeness of God, Who is the Sublime Unity.

It is by Religion that man is united to his Inner and Higher
Self—-not necessarily religion as it is too often understood: creed.
dogma and orthodoxy; but the larger and wider Religion--the
feeling after God and all Good, the realization of Truth, and the
love of Beauty. When a man feels that there is above him some—-
thinggreater and better than himself, when he seeks to bring his life
into line with what he understands of that Great One, when he rev-
erences Goodness, Truth and Beauty wherever he finds them, he is
religious, whether or no the world accounts him to be “orthodox.”

And religion does not incline towards separateness, but to-
wards Love; hence he who has found the “pearl of great price”
will not rest until he has shown its beauties to others. There-
fore it is of first importance for everyone to belong to that
particular body of worshippers who the most nearly embody the
religious truths and experiences which he has found good and bean-
tiful. He may not agree with them in every detail~—-this would be
well-nigh impossible, for men’s minds have an infinity of concep~
tions—-but in general principles and an understanding of these as
expressed in laws and in the actions of the religious, the moral, the
ethical and the natural life, he will think as they do in general, and
will therefore be able to work harmoniously with them.

On these few words depends the whole success or barrenness
of his future spiritual life. Does he want to work? If he does.
his religion is good, true and beautiful and will bear fruit. If not,
it is not true religion but only an indulgence of the natural feelings,
and a seeking after pleasurable experiences rather than after God.

Putting forth no particular effort, these children of nature
float upon the stream and let it hear them where it will. Today
they go to hear one teacher, tomorrow, another; but they work
with neither. They pride themselves upon being unprejudiced and
open—minded, and able to get their spiritual nourishment from all
sources, but it has not yet occurred to them that there is another
side to “getting,” and that is “giving.”

There are religious cults which are very like “Mutual Admira-
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tues, if sincere, are to be desired and practised, yet they are emo-
tionaland negative when compared with the positive, upspringingjoy of achievement.

Optimism is good, and will be the natural outflow of the Unity
of True Religion. It is well to take an optimistic view of all that
happens in our worldly afiairs and in those of others; but, after all,
something more is required of us than a passive acknowledgment
of the presence of God. Co—operation is needed and intelligentaspiration; Service, Silence and Sacrifice.

The average man of today is still more or less subtly en-
chained by the desire for the indulgence of the natural feelings and
of pleasurable experiences: and while these, in themselves, are
right, yet the exercise of True Religion means more than these,
It means a control and use of these very emotions so as to uplift
humanity and ourselves and thus bring to us still greater and more
pleasurable experiences in positive joy.

And joy is a thousand times better than pleasure; for it is
self-supporting and enduring—-—“eternal in the heavens !”

Those religions which give a prominent place to the culture of
pleasurable experiences in one form or another (and they are manytoday) are in the class of Nature Religions; they are dual and
feminine in their characteristics; they see all thingsas dual, through
the eyes of sex—~even God Himself! They worship as the Supreme
Deity the Mother-God, and, knowing nothing of the Law of the
Ternary, they believe that the “Eternal Feminine” is suliicient unto «

itself.
Out of these premises there grow many errors in teachings of

all kinds. Men, and especially women, are always glad to be re-
lieved of the duty of reaction; they love self—indulgence, and fall
easily into inertia; therefore this negative optimism is well suited to
their desires and is eagerly embraced. When they have had no defi-
nite scientific instruction upon which theycan now fallback,theycan
see no real difference between Unity and Duality—-betweenGod, the
Sublime Unity, the Father—and God, Duality, Isis, Mother-Nature.

Yet, to worship God the Father is to progress onwards and
upwards; while to adore in the place of this SUBLIME UNITY, the
Mother-God of nature is to fall back into some form of inertia,
indulgence in the pleasures of the table, in negative, mental states,
or in sex—inordination.

For Man is the Son of God, and he may not worship that
which is beneath him; and Nature, though akin to rnan’s natural
body, is nevertheless not a participator in his higher or Divine
Being; it is therefore not a proper object of the worship of Man
whose potentialities far transcend its own. Nature is subject
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throughout to generation and corruption; whereas Man is only so
as regards his body. Spiritually Man is immortal.

It is by religion that man is united to all that is good——in him-
self and in the Universe. Therefore it is of great importance that
he belong to that particular religion, faith or cult which seems to
him to represent the greatest good of which he can conceive——-or the
nearest approach to this.

No trouble or sacrifice is too great to be made in the search
after truth, and therefore every effort should be made to determine
the value and superiority of the particular faith to which we adhere.
Having examined this without prejudice and come to a decision, we
should thenceforthwork harmoniously with our fellow-worshippers,
aiding all and criticising none—-«content to regard only the points of
agreement and to ignore the points on which we differ, until such
time as we can profitably present our views for the good of all.

The lofty virtue of Toleration does not consist in passively
accepting the views presented, but in Co-operation, in intelligent
Aspiration, in Service, Silence and in Sacrifice for the general good.

We are in the dawn of a. new Era; the first blush of aspiration,
the deceptive half-lights of theorizing——theseare with us. All the
beautiesof a new day are before us.

On every hand we meet those who are idealists in some field of
their own choosing, some in politics, in social economics, or business
policies; others in philanthropicaims, hygiene and the betterment
of the race fraternally; others again in the religious field and in
those arcane and esoteric groups to which we ourselves belong
first and foremost of all. For although our movement is primarily
religious, yet Esoterism is almost as essentially fraternal, philan-
thropic and hygienic, and is working for reforms of all kinds in all
the fields of human progress. Therefore though we are first of all
a religious body in our aims and ideals, yet we are working in all
the practical realms of endeavor.

All idealists are radiant with aspiration; without them there
could be no dawn. They are bright with the rosy hue of love,
with the clear blue of devotion, with the delicate, tender shades of
green and the purest heliotrope; their aspirations are beautiful as
the loveliest sunrise; but the sun is not yet risen and Earth is still
enshrouded in the semi—darkness of theories that have not yet been
reduced to practice, and that are therefore still theories only.

But the sun is rising, and therefore all idealists and all those
who are working for the upliftment of the race will see their ideals
and theories brought out into the light of day and put into practice
so that all may see their true worth.

Those ideals which are true will stand while those which are
worthlessor of which the race is incapable will be rejected and soonforgotten.
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It is in the trying out of the multitude of theories presented to
us that our present work as individuals (as well as communities)
consists.

Never has there been a time when the problems of life were ‘so
diificult of solution as they are today. Never has the peril of a
wrong step been more imminent. What are the true ideals to be
lived and followed? How shall we decide among so many conflict-
ing opinions and theories?

No one can decide for another what line of life he shall follow;
that, each one must decide for himself. For what might be right
for me might not be possible or desirable for you.

Still there are certain principles which can he followed by all
men in choosing their path.

There are two ways in which we can regard any theory: a
positive way, and a negative way. We should always approacheverything, and everybody, in a positive way. Without in any waypledging ourselves to a theory of which we know very little, we
should nevertheless believe the best, be willing to investigate it and
be open-minded and without prejudice in so doing. He who is
“frightened” at some teaching because it seems to resemble some
other teaching of which he has a dread, or a poor opinion, is in a
negative frame of mind and can make no progress in that subject.

The elimination of all negative attitudes of mind and the pre-servation of ‘a positive activity in all the afiairs of life is the secret
of daily progress. And daily progress is what all idealists and all
pioneers of the race most desire to realize.

Every day carries its victories for the very humblest of us
if we know how to secure them.

By eliminating fear, excessive emotion of any kind, worry,irritability,over~anxiety, and over-much thought of self, and bysteadily increasing in the things which are true, just, honest, pure,lovely and of good report, each life, however secluded, is doing its
share in dealing with the problems of the age; and when it has
made its observations and experiments in its own field and has
reached certain conclusions, a way will be found for those conclu-
sions to be communicated to others and tried out in a yet larger field.

Whatever situation confronts you, react upon it in accordance
with your judgment!

There are four classes of men in the world: the phlegmatic, the
active or emotional, the intellectual inclining to pessimism and the
strong—willed. Those of us who are well-balanced have character-
 

Publhlwd at-weekly by
TKI ORIENTAL ESOTERIC SOCIETY. 1443 Q Snnxw, N. W.. Wasxnterol. D. C.

lxeoptlnntsmsucutnudsepumbnnndswuhsxrnacanbnrmdlnuaw
Annual subscription $1.00; to all countries outside or the United sum. it: upon!-

uelu. Medea. Cubs. Panama and the Canal Zone. 1 yr. (81.60) : 8 not. (fin).



ones

average man is

is a and he meets
enemy such as he

and never pa:ssivelv
back upon

circul.tnstances of as well as the
of progress, and

......- lIIl1l _-..lMl__ to Ap_ B. R.NI_a.
14Q Q Street, R. W .. Wullllllll!rtOIll. D. v..

istics from two or more of these classes, but the average man is
easily placed in one of these classes.

If we belong principally to the first class, our reaction will be
difficult on account of dull sluggishness, of apathy, of indifference
or of some other form of inertia. We shall however triumph (if we
will) unless the situation before us threatens to remove from us
our means of livelihood and our comfort. This is the danger signal
for the “instinctive.” This class is symbolized by the ox.

Men of the active or emotional class are in danger from their
passions; like a tiger or a wild—boar they pursue their prey to the
death, urged on by selfishness and hatred. If this activity can berighgy directed and purified their reaction will be vigorous and suc-
cess ul.

The third class are dark-.skinned and melancholy; they attach
over-much importance to the intellectual view of every question,
turning it over and over in their mind, explaining and arguing for
and against every point, until they are lost in a maze of their own
creation. If these would react successfully in the struggles of life.
they should avoid too much reading, talking, introspection, discus»
sion and analysis. And they should incline towards concentration.
creation and unity. They should learn to give their heart full play
in deciding and judging.

And the men who are found in the fourth class will react suc-
cessfully if they watch against despotism, tyranny, pride and am-
bition. These are their weak spots.

This earth is “Myalba,” the house of sadness, of trials and trib-
ulations, and thus of purificationand the joy of achievement. Those
who do not find it to be so are missing their opportunities.

The mass of men are still in the toils of inertia and refuse to
react upon their conditions. When things go well with them; theyrejoice and think well of themselves. When difiiculties arise, they
are loud in self-pity, in one form or another. Why such a situa-
tion should have come upon them they cannot understand. They
think and speak of everything as “having happened to them,” in
the passive sense, and sadly.

The disciple recognizes that life is a battle-field and he meets
the attacks and the wiles of the enemy with such weapons as he
can command, always reactingupon them and never passively sitting
down under them--stillless turning his back upon them.

Thus the distressing circumstances of life as well as the bright
ones become sanctified as opportunities of progress, and for the
strong soul the joy of achievement underlies all.
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A very important subject that is increasingly forcing itself upon
the attention of the thoughtful man of the day, is that of the threat-
ened “Holy War." For many years the rising of the Turk, the
Arab, the Persian, Hindu and all the other nations of the Orient,
even to the “Far East” with China and fapan, and the possibilityof
their demanding “Asia for the Asians” and even parts of Europe
and America added. has loomed like a spectre in the distance. Men
decry the ability of the Oriental nations to make common cause
sufficiently for such a Vlfar to be possible and they may be right:
still it is undoubtedly true that the peril exists.

These are days of war and combat; all existing systems.
whether of economy, of politics. or government, of thought itself-—
are being called in question and oftentimes rejected, however old
and well~establishe<l. The world is in a state of upheaval wher-
eveii; xv; cast our eyes and the most unlooked—for changes may be
at an .

Many of us have asked ourselves the question: “Why must
there be war ?” “Can it be right to fight or to go to war under any
conditions whatever?” And four or more years ago many people
and even large organizations declared themselves in favor of “Peace
at any price,” saying that there would never be another war for that
the nations were too enlightened to fight each other. The out-
come has taught them many a lesson.

But still, granted that war may be unavoidable in some cases----
the lesser of two evils--remedialin its nature, “Can there be really
a Holy War?”

This is the whole question; for, unless the war is a holy war it
should not be undertaken. And every man who is truly living the
life of a disciple has such a war on his hands all his life-long. For
too frequently, “The things that he would not. these he does, while
the things he would he does not.” This was St. Paul's experience
and it is the experience of many another.

In truth man’s nature is twofold, active and passive, positive
and negative, godly and carnal, and where both of these are not
represented and pulling against each other the life is weak and
diseased. Life shows itself in a give and take between these forces.
and the nature of the life depends upon the balance we are able
to keep between them.
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The continuance of our existence day by day is a Holy War
fought feebly or with courage as we will.

In consequence of this twofold nature, man has twofold duties
contrasting with each other. It is his duty to be positive, to love
and follow the good, to push onward and upward, to be strong and
outgoing; and it is also his duty to exercise the negative virtues of
gentleness, perseverance, reserve, protection. The first creates, the
second preserves the thing that has been given forth. Without both
of these there would soon be a return to chaos.

At the present time the balance of these two throughout the
world has been unduly disturbed; in the individual, in the nation, in
one nation compared with another, in the world as a whole, the ten-
sion is drawn to the extreme. Men have lost the sanity of the mid—
dle line of wisdom, and rushed to extremes-——of pleasure or of pain,
of poverty or wealth, of extravagance or parsimony, of love or
hatred, of peace or war. One day the nation is threatened with a
calamity of untold proportions, the next, the danger averted, all is
forgotten and pleasure rules again.

In other countries the balance is disturbed in some other char»
acteristic fashion——theHoly War is being fought by each one within
himself, as he strives to live in spite of the upheavals, and if possible
to live well. In every nation the Holy War is fought as the rulers
strive to hold their nation as a unit to the high purposes of its des-
tiny, and as the people strive to seek out those to lead them who are
inspired with those high ideals. When the rulers and the people
pull together towards goodness, truth and beauty, the nation
progresses; but when the rulers oppress and the people distrust,
these are elements of chaos and grave disorder.

Peace is the ideal condition, and this will be realised when men
shall have fought and won “The Holy War” in triurnphing over
their own selfish natures.

To the average man among us life is one long battle; those of
us who are at ease financially are still restless and dissatisfied, suf-
fering through their own desires, as much as do their less fortu-
nate brethren who have to struggle with the most adverse circum-
stances. Some are unhappy in love, while yet others are eaten up
by ambition and desire of political power. As in history, so with
the individual, there are battles and battles; in every phase of our
outer life there is struggle and strife, envy and discontent.

Now the lust for battle is one of man’s three natural pas-
sions (theother two being desire for food and sexual craving) and
in itself fills a most useful role, for it endows him with courage,
determination and fortitude--virtues much needed in his outer “bat-
tle of life ;" When these are developed on the higher plane they are
even more essential. In the world of men the milksop, the nonentity
and the coward are justly looked upon as lacking in some essential

2*"
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element of manliness, though it is not generally understood exactly
in what way they are falling short, since the active, positive uses of
the passions are not fully known.

Every strong man who is welhequipped for life will have all
three passions balanced and balancing each other; restrained and
restraining each other.

The Teachingsof our Society are in favor of Peace and Non-
Resistance--not however “peace at any price,” nor yet that weak-
ness which allows evil to triumph over good and refuses to inter-
vene.

We recognize that life is lived by balancing opposing forces
and we learn about both good and evil so that we may know how to
keep our poise between them. Vl/e do not ignore either but use
both—-our object being to bring about better conditions more in
accord with those ideals which we cherish. We suffer in the pro-
cess, often acutely, but who would think of his own pain when an
ideal is at stake!

Sometimes, in spite of all our efforts to remain at poise in the
center of our own life, we are dragged to one side or another——
it may be by the force of some unexpected flood of passion within
ourselves, or it may be through the machinations of some one in
our environment who thinks to make us trouble———so that not only
are we personally caused to swerve from our direct course, but
even our Work and our ideals are endangered.

Then, if after trying non—resistance with patience and with
every known means of righting ourselves, we are still unable to
resume our accustomed equanimity and continue our work as we
had planned it, we may have to fight—with ourselves in subduing
our own lower nature, or even with other tnen—that is to say with
the forces of evil which seem to us for the moment to be embodied
in them.

No one should ever fight with anything else but evil, or what
appears to him to be evil-—and even then he should not fight until
he has tried every other way of restoring the good which has been
overthrown.

“No scheme of aggrandizement, no doubtful claims,
no uncertain fears, no anxiety to establish a balance of
power, will justify” . . . war.

Unfortunately then light for the merest trifles——for possessions,
power, territory, political or social standing, for higher posts, for
larger emoluments, to gratify some one of the thousand passions
of the human heart. The inherent nature of humanity lies in this
struggle; the desire of enjoyment strives within him with the nobler
desire to aspire.
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Nor would man be human were it not so; for man is that
being in whom Spirit and matter meet and come to poise. This
is why our lives are such a battle.

The less noble instincts in us attract us, while the higher
nature also draws us. Between these two, between matter and
Spirit, lies the battle-ground--thehuman soul.

No one of us can live in the spiritual world alone; if he tries
to do this he loses sight of the task at present before him-—~to unite
Spirit with matter.

Nor can man, with impunity, live in the physical alone; if he
tries it, he falls lower than the beast.

We must do battle———attack and defend--march and bivouac.
H‘ow blessed, then, is the provision that implants in the soul

the lust of battle-——which causes us to love that which we must
perforce do if we would “play the man.”

In some lives there is no battle--only strife. For some souls
are not strong enough to fight to an end; perhaps their desires for
the particular “good” that is in question are not intense enough, or
not clearly defined, or their ideals are still vague and elusive. They
are dissatisfied enough to complain and struggle, but they have not
yet formed any plan of action for the betterment of the condition
against which their whole being is in revolt.

Battle involves vigor, will, decision, power, and above all
harmony.

Where there is no harmony-—-no return to unity-—-battle will be
postponed, delayed and avoided.

Battle means facing the foe———the lower nature—-—-and, if it can
be made to obey in no other way, then killing it out.

All nature is an illustrationof the great principle which makes
our lives a perpetual battle; everywhere we see the dual nature of
forces——light and darkness, day and night, storm and calm, surn-
rncr and winter, heat and cold—-and we also see how these dual
forces are made to balance each other harmoniously. They are
never in equilibrium but are always opposing each other, producing
by this very opposition all the various delights of the senses-——the
glories of the sunset, the rustling of the breeze in the tree-tops,
the scent of the hawthorn and the rose bush, the taste of the salt
brine on the lips; have we ever thought what a desolation would
fall upon our souls if these ever-varying equilibrations in the forces
of Nature were absent?

We have seen in a picture the Day represented as an angel
opposing the Night which appears as a monster; at daybreak the
angel triumphs, at nightfall, the monster!

This picture is true, yet it is also a misrepresentation; for
both are equally necessary, the angel and the monster, the positive
and the negative, so-called good and so-called evil.
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In our own natures the lower is good in its place;-—it will fightfor the physical well—being of our body; it hungers and thirsts, it
craves and lusts, thus bringing to our attention matters which we
might otherwise forget in following out our life on higher planes.This is good, especially if we keep the upper—hand.

And the higher is good also. When organized and directed it
will teach the lower nature, protect it and care for its needs; it
will also, if necessary, battle with it and subdue it.

In battle each side tries its strength upon the other, and the
stronger, that is, the most harmonious wins. In the Great Scheme
of Things, Right is always Might; whenever this does not seem to
be the case, it is because of our limited vision in viewing the Grand
Plan. Wherever there is harmony and unity there is power, and
this power will eventually win.

Man must battle because he is the seat of two opposing forces.
When he has not strength to concentrate these and make them do
battle, his life will be sleepy, retrograding, full of doubts, vague,wavering and unsatisfactory.

He may attain to a measure of creature comfort, but there will
be no progress.On the other hand there may be continual turmoil, quarrels,obstinacy and self-will.

Yet, however undesirable all of these things seem to be, they
may be made the steps to wisdom in proportion as we understand
the law that governs their appearance; for Harmony is brought
about, not by a repetition of Unity, but by chords and discards and
especially by the resoiution of discards.

Here is the Law of the Ternary which governs all activities,
whether those of the family,of the individual, of labor and capital
or of the race as a whole: (1) Unity becomes difference and oppo-
sition ; (2) These extremes meet, either in a clash or by mutual com-
promises and understanding; (3) There is a readjustment mingling
the claims and possibilitiesof each of the two parties. Out of this
third combinationa New Unity is founded—higher and more com-
prehensive than the Former Unity; and this process is continued ad
infinitum.

In the present day man is unwilling to be ruled over or con-
trolled by other men whom he believes to be no better than him-
self——except that they are possessed of money or position or some
other “power.” Unity becomes difference and opposition. The
extremes meet-—either in peace or in war-—and of this meeting
a child or condition is born uniting the qualities of each parent.

As in the least, so in the greatest. So God is opposed to Mat-
ter; so Will is opposed to Inertia. And the spiritual Truths which,
in their abstract form, we apprehend with difiiculty may be seen
working out day by day by example in thrillingand terrible events
in the world’s “Holy War.”
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MEDITATION
Everything that lives, whether mineral, vegetable or animal,

has, by the very virtue of that Life, a Center around which its Being
manifests itself, which occupies its constant attention, which
prompts its every action, which it cherishes, loves and continually
desires.

The only being who is conscious of this “Heart’s Desire” is
Man, and even he is often but half awakened and so his desire re-
mains more or less dormant, ruling him without his knowledge or
cooperation; resulting, since man has freedom of choice, in an
often—times wavering, uncertain line of conduct. His inner self
prompts to a particular move or decision, but free—will steps in and
(knowing nothing of the law governing his life) negatives this de~
cision and points in another direction.

Know thyself say the ancient sages, and thus they point out to
us the Path. Our outer and lower self must come into conscious
harmony with the very core of our being, we must know what is
the central and prime mover in our heart, and then, when we know
this, we must so transform and idealize this Desire that it and we
blend and are merged in the Great Heart of Humanity, the WILL
DIV!NE.

THE HEARTS DESIRE
1. Every being, however humble, has a “tleart’s Desire,” which

guides it, consciously or unconsciously, in its Evolution.
2. The plant’s one idea is to perfect its seed; it works uncon-

sciously, ever to that end, just as Man, more highly evolved,
is able to work consciously towards his highest Ideal--his
“I-leart’s Desire.”

3. There are three requisites to the realization of the Heart’s De-
sire: a pure and unselfish aim, a clear picture in the mind,
and a fervent wish for its attainment.

4. If we would attain to our desire we must avoid all hurry, noise,
and bustle in its pursuit.

5. If we would bring about a change in the conditions around us,
we must first change our own selves within.

6. Eliminate all fear. Live on positive lines. So will your life ex»
press itself naturally in Love and Peace.

’l’. When the disciple has proven himself in the lower and humbler
paths, the desires of his heart will be realized, and with them
the will to use them aright.
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B may of Sunshine
0 gift of God! 0 perfect day;
Whereon shall no man work, but play;
Whereon it is enough for me,
Not to be doing, but to be!

Through every fibre of my brain,
Through every nerve, through every vein,
I feel the electric thrill,‘the touch
Of life, that seems almost too much.

I hear the wind among the trees
Playing celestial symphonies;
I see the branches downward bent,
Like keys of some great instrument.

And over me um-olls on high
The splendid scenery of the sky,
Where through a sapphire sea the sun
Sails like a golden galleon.
0 Life and Love! 0 happy throng
Of thoughts, whose only speech is song!
0 heart of man; canst than not be
Blithe as the air is, and as free! l

--Longfellow

Adfiruo all correspondence to Agnes B. Hm-chad.
I443 Q Street. N. W.. Washington, I). C.
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The present period in the history of the world is one of pause,
of expectancy; men feel that great events are imminent—iar-reach-
ing reforms, dire catastrophies perhaps-—and they are breathlessly
awaiting the signs of their coming.

The word “suspense” is generally used in a negative sense, to
mean the mental suffering that precedes impending trouble; but it
could equally well be applied to the moment’s pause before the
“start” of a race when the competitors crouch in the posture best
suited to a quick get-a-away and a hush falls on the crowd look-
ing for the signal. In writing of the life of the disciple, the figure
of a race to be run is especially suggestive.Suspense is not necessarily painful although many people find
it to be the most wearing of all the trials of life: “If I could only
know certainly,” they say, “but this suspense is terrible.”

At the present time, as we were saying, the element of suspensein the affairs of men is more marked than ever before for many
years. Everything is uncertain, everything is changing; men’s
minds are vacillatingand undecided; business is liable to be inter-
rupted and suspended apparently without cause; prices of all com-
modities soar, changing from one day to another; even traflic is
subject to pause and delay——all of which signs show that a very
unusual condition prevails on our earth and in our country—a con-
dition that must be very wisely dealt with or the most disastrous
consequences may follow.

For hesitation, irresolution, doubt and misgiving accompany
suspense and an undue proportion of these negative emotions is
dangerous to the well-being of any community. If men are uncer~
tain whether their goods will arrive without delay, they will not be
so ready to ship them; and the same argument obtains in the mental
and even in the spiritual fields of endeavor. “If there is a God,"
they say, “why does He allow such suffering?” Let doubt once
enter in one field and it will show itself in others creeping insidi-
ously from point to point until it has infected the whole character
with instability.This, however, is only one side of the subject; for when the
disciple knows the Teaching,he finds, on the contrary, the struggle
with the negative side of “suspense” one of the most fruitful paths
to progress. The reason why suspense and uncertainty are so try-
ing to most people is that men are emotionally desirous concerning
the matter in suspense. If they had arrived at the place where joy
and sorrow were alike welcome to them, they would not be so
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anxious as to the outcome and would willingly wait for the Book
of Fate to unroll Itself in God’s own good time. The disciple is
content whate’er befalls. If it brings him Joy, he uses Temperance;
if ‘Sorrow, he calls on Fortitude. And who shall say whether of
these two is the greater—Temperance or Fortitude. Both are alike
great.

Perhaps the most important lesson to be learned from these
insecurities and unsettled conditions is that of Faith in God and in
spiritual things. This may at first sight seem like a paradox, but
many have found it true that when earth recedes, heaven is seen
more bright. When earthly affairs are precarious, and we do not
see where to place our feet for the next step, then, to our aston-
ishment we find ourselves on a safe and sure path; dimly lighted,perhaps at first but always leading into a brighter future.

Suspense brings to our attention the impermauence of all
earthly aims and, by the law of opposites, our thoughts naturally
turn towards that which is eternal and changelcss. This contem~
plation gives us comfort and day by day we come to love better
those things which endure and which no man can take from us.

In combating the negative form of suspense, the main thing
necessary to success is the purification of the desires. The desires
are likely to be of three kinds:

1. inordinate desire of the good things of the flesh; to eat,
drink, lust or dress intemperately.

2. The inordinate love of possession. Not what we hold for
ourselves alone gives joy or freedom but rather the reverse. It is a
good exercise to go over our possessions and see how many of them
bind us in such a way that to part with them would cause us a pang.

3. Too great a desire for power and pelf, praise or exalta:
tion in some shape.

When any of these are threatened, we suffer from suspense
until we know whether our desires are to he thwarted, or whether
we can still continue to indulge in our intemperance, avarice or
pride, as the case may be. A normal, healthy love of all the good
things of life we should have; but temperance must decide how
much.

This is why, in some Schools they teach to “Kill out desire.”
We do not go so far as that because we see that, at the present
stage of human development, normal desire is a great help to prog-
ress and even to the very safety of the organism in extreme cases.
For while there are some who are unduly lavish in their desires for
food, there are others who would forget to take proper nourish-
ment if hunger did not indicate its need.

Doubt and indecision foster inertia which though good in itself
does not require to be cultivated since most people have more than
they should have-—-so much indeed that it is hard to persuade them
to make a change in their habits, however desirable.
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In moments of suspense let us all cultivate the Will and keep
our thoughts on positive lines. Instead of “fearing the worst,” or
imagining what might happen if we failed in our aim, we can by theforce of Will and Imagination picture all the good things that we
wish to enjoy and by this means open the way for them to come
to us.

All the affairs of life are ordered by the hand of Providence
if man, with his “Free Will” does not interfere. It is God’s \Vill
for us to have all good things, and since Providence is the Hand of
God, it will tend towards bringing us whatever is best for us. ‘We
can, like the bad boy, put out our hand and snatch the portion be»
longing rightfully to another; but, like the bad boy, we shall even-
tually be punished for our inordination and Order will be again
restored.

Suspense is thus seen to be due to a poverty of outlook; for
did we know that God was good, we should not fear. And Faith
in God is after all the remedy.

Some of our students lament that they have not more time to
spend in studying; or that their circumstances do not allow of their
rapid progress. These are slaves to Time and Circumstance which
are only illusions and cannot prevent them from progressing in the
Path if they work positively by holding positive thoughts and refus-
ing the negative ones.

Let the disciple who has no time or opportunity select some
text or ideal in the morning and use it as a keynote for his day.
Perhaps he has chosen “calm.” Then, whatever happens, he will
say to himself: “Calm, be calm.” Or perhaps he chose the verse:
“Rejoice evermore!” or some other helpful thought or idea for an
inspiration; these require neither time nor opportunity for they
are always with him in his thought.

We cannot say how long the present state of “suspense” is to
last; “Of the Times and Seasons knoweth no man," say the Scrip-
tures; but if we make it a time of preparation we shall be the better
attuned to meet whatever comes to us in the future and our time
of suspense will have been for us a season of growth.

A JEWEL
(From Bulletin, 0. E. 5., March 31, 1907)

Sweet are the uses of adversity,
Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.

Adversity, pain, sorrow, suffering, how gladly would _we find
in these some traces of the sweetness which the poet promises us!
Our lives at times seem to be but a continuous stream of bitter
waters, and we fail utterly to see how we can use them either for
the good of others or for our own. It is joy we crave, happiness,



seeks for life in the sensations;
for a time; but thirst leads

if 110t to and the

senses make anot let

the is
and difficult· to

a little rift in the clouds which us down; then we can work
and be an to the We can see the uses
but under we sink and are unable too stand lest ad,{erl;itv

thee and robe! is to be in
not beneath its feet; when thou dost stand face to

then alone art thou in a positiion to find and

to anger is better than he
than he that taketh a

a fire: the world of ini(luit:y among our members
which defileth the whole and setteth on fire the

nature, and is set on fire hell. Ja'/'nes 6.
Before the call see, must be of tears.

ear can hear must have its Before the voice
can in the presence of the l\1'asters it must have lost the
to the soul can in the of the .."
its must be washed in the blood the

face with
wear the

Pleasure and
soul wanders in of serlsatiolrl,
bums in the heart of its own

the the
Allured

success, all
at last to the blank of
soul turns back to

woos
nearer, ever nearer to the ; and each time
a wrong and mistake the unreal for the

to way, lest the soul lose of its

a little rift in the clouds which weigh us down; then we can work
and be an inspiration to the world. We can see the uses of joy,_
but under adversity we sink and are unable to help ourselves.

Rise, 0 disciple, stand upon thy feet, lest adversity trample
upon thee and soil thy robe! The jewel is to be found in the head
of adversity, not beneath its feet; when thou dost stand face to
face with thy pain, then alone art thou in a position to find and
wear the jewel.

Pleasure and pain are our two teachers, two and yet one; the
soul wanders in the labyrinth of sensation, seeking the flame which
burns in the heart of its own being, but which is hidden from sight
by the windings of the way.

Allured by pleasure, it seeks for life in the sensations; love,
success, ambition, all please for a time; but repeated thirst leads
at last to the blank wall of satiety if not to positive pain, and the
soul turns wearily back to try another path.

Then pleasure woos again, and again the soul goes forward,
nearer, ever nearer to the flame; and each time that it would take
a wrong path, and mistake the unreal for the real, adversity stands
ready to bar the way, lest the soul lose sight of its goal and so turn
backward.

Many are the efforts, innumerable the experiences, for the soul
must pass through all places, must taste of every form of pleasure,
must drink the cup of suffering to the very dregs,—until at last,
perfected, master of both joy and sorrow, desiring neither, unmoved
by either, the jewel blazes forth in his forehead and the wanderer
becomes one with the inner flame he sought.

as at it a:

If one man conquer in battle a thousand times a thousand men,
and if another conquer himself, he is the greatest of conquerors.Dhammapada, 103.

For the mind is very restless, O Krishna; it is impetuous,
strong and difiicult. to bend. I deem it as hard to curb as the
wind, Bhagavad Gita, vs’, 34.

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. Prov. xvi. 33.

The tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity among our members
is the tongue, which defileththe whole body, and setteth on fire the
wheel of nature, and is set on fire by hell. James iii, 6.

Before the eyes can see, they must be incapable of tears. Before
the ear can hear it must have lost its sensitiveness. Before the voice
can speak in the presence of the Masters it must have lost the power ‘

to wound. Before the soul can stand in the presence of the Masters
its feet must be washed in the blood of the heart.Light on the Path.

Thou shalt not let thy senses make a playground of thy mind.
Bla-vatsky, The Seven Portals.
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I grieve not that ripe knowledge takes awayThe charm that Nature to my childhoodwore,For, with that insight, cometh, day by day,

A greater bliss than wonder was before:
The real doth not clip the poet’s wings-—

To win the secret of a weed’s plain heart
Reveals some clew to spiritual things,

And stumbling guess becomes firmfooted art;
Flowers are not flowers unto the poet’s eyes,Their beauty thrillshim by an inward sense;
He knows that outward seemings are but lies,Or, at the most, but earthly shadows. whence
The soul that looks within for truth may guess

The presence of some wondrous heavenliness.
as ar an

Beauty and Truth, and all that these contain,
Drop not like ripened fruit about our feet;
We climb to them through years of sweat and pain;
Without long struggle, none did e’er attain
The downward look from Quiet’s blissful seat;Though present loss may be the hero’s part,
Yet none can rob him of the victor heart
Whereby the broad-realmed future is subdued,
And wrong, which now insults from triumphs car,
Sending her vulture hope to raven far,
Is made unwilling tributary of Good.

-—-Lo'wea'I.

love
I would not have this perfect love of ours

Grow from a single root, a single stem,
Bearing no goodly fruit, but only flowers

That idly hide life’s iron diadem:
It should grow alway like that eastern tree

Whose limbs take root and spread forth constantly;
That love for one, from which there doth not spring

Wide love for all, is but a worthless thing.
Not in another world, as poets prate.

Dwell we apart above the tide of things,
High floating o’er earth’s clouds on faery wings;

But our pure love doth ever elevate
Into a holy bond of» brotherhood

All earthly things, making them pure and good.
--Lowell.
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MEDITATION
Though “to know God” may be said to be the end and aim

of human endeavor, yet this height is not to be attained at a single
bound. Rather is the upward path seen to be a series of graduated
steps, like those of a ladder, built by the disciple himself, as he
ascends from earth to heaven. There is, in the life of the disciple
of Esoterism, no special state of God—Consciousness, to which he
may attain once for all in ecstasy, and be forever blessed! There
are, indeed, wonderful moments of spiritual upliftment, blissful
halting-placesand oases in the desert of earth-life;but these are not
regarded as ends in themselves, nor are they to he looked at in the
separated sense of personal achievement.

Rather are they gifts from above, rifts in the clouds through
which the glory shines and quickens the life of the aspiring soul.
Only the weak and perishing will elect to remain in the oasis; the
strong will but use its cool and refreshing memory to speed them
on their journey back into the world of action.

———“What Esoterism Is,” Maasumn.

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE.
1. The purpose of life is progress, not pleasure.
2. The Esoteric Life is not the same for any two persons, for it

consists in evolving the particular virtue of each one and thus
awakening the individual soul.

3. The object of all existence is to know and love God.
4. If man is the son of the Great All-Father, his whole energy

should be bent upon keeping clear and open the channel of
communication between himself and his Father.

5. Not enjoyment and not sorrow
Is our destined end or way;

But to act that each tomorrow
Find us farther than today.

6. The height which was before us last year is today behind ourback, and another height with still more glorious promise 15
ahead of us——and this is life.

7. The ultimate goal of man’s evolution is Divinity.
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immortality
Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting:
The soul that rises with us, our life's star,

Hath had elsewhere its setting,
And cometh from afar;

Not in entire forgetfulness,
And not in utter nakedness,

But trailing clouds of glory do we come
From God, who is our home:

Heaven lies about us in our infancy!
Shades of the prisomhonse begin to close

Upon the growing boy,
But he beholds the light, and whence it flows.

He sees it in his joy;
The youth, who daily farther from the east

Must travel, still is Nature’s priest,
And by the vision splendid
Is on his way attended;

At length the man perceives it die away,
And fade into the light of common day.
Earth fills her lap with pleasures of her own;
Yearnings she hath in her own natural kind.
And, even with something of a mother’s mind

And no unworthy aim,
The homely nurse doth all she can

To make her foster—child, her inmate, man,Forget the glories he hath known
And that imperial palace whence he came.

-33: William Wordsworth.
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There are many sides to the spiritual life, for man’s nature
is manifold and reaches all the way from the most practical to the
most mystical things of life. Therefore if we would be well round-
ed—out we must go out sometimes into variety and learn what are the
views of other men, and especially of the men of other countries
about the roblems that are confronting our great men, our country
and ourse ves.

A truly great soul is not necessarily one who lives in solitude
shut out from worldly affairs; but he may be one who spends his
time and energies in directing the Councils of men in that country
where he resides; he may he an obscure writer or a workman in
some other field of the world’s endeavor.

But whatever his station or his calling it is the plain duty of
the thoughtful man who is also a disciple to try to understand some-
thing of the causes of the present critical conditions which obtain
throughout all the countries of the world, and to acquaint himself
with the points of view of such other countries as he can reach.

Australia is one of these countries, in many ways similar to
our own, even younger than we, having been settled (so far as civi-
lized races are concerned) by about a thousand Europeans in 1788,
most of whom were convicts. From this apparently inauspiciousbeginning wonderful strides were made, and especially after the dis-
covery of gold in 1851. -

As we all know, the British preponderate among the settlers;
but there are considerable numbers of Americans, of Germans and
of Chinese and other nationalities.

One of our correspondents has sent me some Australian publi-
cations recently, from which I have selected a few characteristic
extracts so that we may have some idea of their views, their ways
of expressing themselves, their ideas on government, on morals, on
social problems and even a touch of humor.

POLITICAL
“The Mercury,” Hobart, Tuesday, March 16, !92O

THE GERMAN REVOLUTION
Matters are still obscure in Germany, and we must expect some

anxious days to pass before clear light is thrown on them. To ven-
ture upon prophecy at this stage would be useless, but on the whole
we do not expect to see Wilhelm the Second on the throne again,
nor yet the Crown Prince; nor do we expect to see Bolshevism
succeed in Germany as in Russia--—the populace is altogether of a
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different type. What we may see is a military Republic, with Hin-
denburg commanding a strong army of over a million men, easily in-
creased, and himself nominally as President, practically Dictator.
The Allies will wisely wait to see which way the wind is blowing
before interfering actively, if at all. Nobody wants more fighting
if it can be avoided, although the different elements in Germany
itself are sufficient to account for plenty of fighting there before all
is ended, should Hindenburg not be found in the same camp with
the rnonarchists. If he declares for a constitutional monarchy
of the British type, in which the monarch has no power over the
army or navy, and is above all parties in politics, he will prob-
ably rally the great bulk of the nation to that program, and the
Allies, as at present constituted, would as probably favour it. Bol-
shevism and extremism generally have done the cause of demo-
cratic republicanism the disservice of greatly strengthening through-
out the world the reactionary forces, with whose survival so manyimportant interests are bound up, and as a consequence we may see
more thrones left standing, or again set up, than could have
been expected by the most optimistic royalist in the course of the
War. Whether that will be a good thing or a bad one for the
world need not here be argued; but it is certain that not every
nation is fitted to be as successful as the British in hitting the
happy mean in its relation with monarchy, and that not every royal
House is likely to succeed as well as that of Windsor in conquer-
ing the afiections of its people. whilst observing and preserving the
limitations that wisely bound its own executive powers. Democracy
in the world will not look back; yet a constitutional monarchy may
perhaps suit Germany for the present better than the dubious repub-
lic that has just been——apparently—overturned without a struggle.
If the extreme Communists make trouble it will be because the eco-
nomic position favours them. And if serious trouble does arise
from this cause in Germany it is certain to extend far beyond that
country's borders. In this aspect the General Strike is perhaps
more dangerous than it has seemed, not because it will hamper the
militarists, but because it will accentuate the economic distress, and
hinder that increased production of necessaries and saleable com-
modities that is needed to restore a normal condition of things in
Europe.

AMERICA AND THE DOMINIONS
Foreigners Do Not Understand the Empire——.S'_9eech by Mr. Hughes

Sydney, March 15.-—’I‘he Prime Minister (Mr Hughes), re-
ferring in a speech today to the objection of the United States to the
Dominions having full status in the League of Nations, said: I have
never found any foreign nation—I think I may speak of the Amer-
icans as foreigners—that is able to understand what the British
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Empire is. I should like to say to the American statesmen and peo-ple nrst of all: We stand by that Treaty. We fought for it, and
we are as much entitled to the status of nation as America herself.
}\.rner1ca’s assumption that Great Britain would have eight votes is
completely refuted by what happened at the Peace Conference,where there is hardly one thing in which Australia, through its rep-resentative, did not vote against Great Britain at one time or theother. In the matter of a White Australia, that question is morelzkely than any other to lead to war, if war should come. America
is more in harmony with Australia than with that country whose
dominion is expressed by people of many races scattered through-
out the world. America need have no fear. Like all nations, we
are jealous of our liberty,and determined to maintain our rights as
nations. Whilst others cannot understand the nature of those ties
that bind us to Britain, we will not hesitate to assert our rights even
when they run counter to those of the United Kingdom itself.
AUSTRALINS FISCAL POLICY—-NEW TARIFF PRE-

PARED—ENCOURAGEMENT OF INDUSTRIES
Sydney, March 15.——The Federal Government intends to lay

upon the table of the House a tariff, which has been carefull pre-pared with the deliberate intention of encouraging in an e ective
way the industries of Australia. This announcement was made
today by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) in his speech when en—
tertained at luncheon by the Australian Industries Protection
League.

Mr. Hughes, in a speech of some length, reviewed the indus~
trial conditions, and urged Australian manufacturers to compete
in the markets of the world. “There is less industrial unrest here
than in Great Britain or America, or any other nation,” declared
the Prime Minister emphatically,amid hear, hears. “The elements
are here, no doubt, but for nearly a quarter of a century our work-
ing population has been trained to look to the law for redress of
their grievances.” (Hear, hear.) “Arbitration,” added Mr.
Hughes had failed in some respects, but this could he said also of
the criminal and civil law. The manufacturers of Australia must
take advantage of the opportunity which was now unfolding itself
before them. But he wanted to tell the manufacturers that they
must not thinkto find a safe and permanent shelter behind that tariif
wall, thinkingto live all the rest of their days in slothful case. They
must live on their merits. The manufacturers of Australia must
realise, as some have already done, that the bulwarks are imposed
by the sparseness of our population. They must lay down their
plants with the fullest intention of competing in the markets of the
world. (Applause) The tariff could set them on the road, but
they must walk alone.
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SOCIAL
INCREASED ALLOWANCES FOR CHILDREN

Brisbane, March 15.—In conformity with a. promise made to
Parliament last session Mr. McCormick, Home Secretary, has de-
cided that from March 1 increased allowances will be paid by his
department to natural and foster mothers, and State children also,
in respect of inmates of industrial schools, and orphanages. This
action, said Mir. McCormick, has become very necessary owing to
the increased cost of living. He added that the increased allow-
ances would involve an additional cost of about £22,270 a year,carrying the total yearly expenditure in allowances to £189,116. In
the southern division the rate for children aged from 2 to 12 has
been advanced from 85. to 95. 6d., and those from 12 to 14 from
89;. to 105. In the central and northern districts the rate for chil-
dren aged from 2 to 14: years has been advanced all round from 93.
to 10s. per week. The allowance for central and northern children.
although only advanced 1s. a week, has been carried to the full
limit allowed by the Act.

ECONOMIC
THE PRINTING TRADEDlSPUTE——'?00 WOMEN JOIN

THE STRIKERS
Melbourne, March 15.—Women bookbinders, numbering about

700, today obeyed the summons of the allied printing unions to make
common cause in the present strike, and did not resume work.

FARMERS’ “DIRECT ACTION”
In connection with the shortage of railway trucks, an instance

of “direct action” on the part of exasperated farmers was brought
under the notice of the police constable at Lara (Victoria) on
Thursday. It appears that David Mitchell, of Lillydale,has a claim
on two trucks daily from Lara for the carriage of lime, and when
on Wednesday last only two trucks arrived at Lara, and both were
allotted to Mitchell, the farmers, who have thousands of tons of
perishable produce awaiting transport, resolved on “direct action”
as a protest against preference being given to lime. Their “direct
action” took the form on Thursday of blocking the railway tracks
leading to Mitchell’s loading place by drawing five wagons loaded
with hay, each weighing five or six tons, across the railway line.
The case is in the hands of the police.

COST OF LIVING IN AMERICA
“Australians who speak of the high cost of living should pause

before they complain too loudly,” say people who have just arrived
from America. Mrs. G. Y. Alcock, of Sydney, who returned last
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week by the Ventura, said that Australians did not know what the
high cost of living meant. “With £1 worth only 3.19 dollars in
America, and hats selling at £40 apiece, what can a woman do 2”’
she asked. “Then ordinary dresses over there cost £90. It is
nothingto pay £8 or £9 for a room, and rememberat the same time
one is dealing in dollars." At the Waldorf Astoria they ask £4 a
week for a small room almost so small that you have to go outside
to turn round. Nothing more is provided. You have to pay for
everything else. Eggs were 55. a dozen, and butter was 33. 6}/ad.
a pound. It was freezing cold when we left New York, so cold
that many people had their luggage frozen up, and they have ar-
rived with about as many clothes as they stand in. I am glad to
get back to the sunshine in a place where a pound is worth twentyshillings.”

COMPULSORY ARBITRATION-——DECLARED TO BE
COMI’LE'I‘E FAILURE

Sydney, March 15.-«In an address before the Associated
Chambers of Commerce today, Mr. H. Y. Braddon declared that
experience of 20 years had proved compulsory arbitration to be a
complete failure. Instead of discouraging and virtually abolishing
strikes, the exact opposite had been the case. In practice com-
pulsory arbitration meant, as a rule, compulsion for the employer
only. It was a fair statement in the light of actual experience that
the law could not compel a big union to stand up to its obligations
in practice. The union pleased itself whether it would accept an
award or strike in defiance of the law. He proposed that a con-
ference be held of Australian leaders in the industrial world, re-
presenting both capital and labour, with some selected political and
legal persons, to endeavour to agree upon a better system. Such
conference should discuss: (1) Abolition of arbitration machinery;
(2) creation of the simplest type of an effective, impartial tribunal,
annually to fix the basic wage for the six States; (3) to fix 3
clear line of demarcation between Federal and State jurisdictions;
(4) creation of councils or committees for each trade to discuss
the interests concerned, and agree upon (a) any additional wage
above the basic line, (la) mutual schemes (c) troubles and griev-
ances, with machinery for reaching finality if a deadlock arose, (5)
labour unit, (6) piecework basis.

The discussion of the proposals was adjourned.
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MEDITATION
Does man’s life begin at birth? No, it does but continue what

has always been. Aeons and aeons ago, there came forth from the
Creator 3. Divine Germ: for long ages it has involved-descended
into matter—-now it is evolving, consciously learning from everyexperience, whether of pleasure or of pain, and is returning to the
realm of spirit, bearing with it the treasures of its varied experi-
ences.

Religion has always put forward the view that man’s nature
is from above as well as from below. His body, it is true, has been
prepared by evolution through all the kingdoms, mineral, vegetable
and animal; it is subject to change and is mortal. But not so the
informing spirit, the Ego; this is individual and never dies: it
is, indeed, that vital undulation which comes forth from Nirvana
and after a series of trials and transformations lasting throughout
one Manvantara, returns thither.

Marsland. “First Principles of Esoterism.”
IMMORTALITY

1. is there a possible link between us and that which reaches so
far beyond all that we can ever conceive? Or is there{Ii-ieavézn above and Earth beneath,and between “a great gulf
xed.”

2. There is between God and Man a great gulf truly, but the spacehas been bridged; there is a ladder thronged with Beings,
like ourselves, who have been men, but are now on their way,advancing step by step towards Godhead, as we ourselves are
climbing towards Them. '

3. Thus each one of us finds himself a link in a grand chain, which
reaches upward and ever upward to the Heights.

4. And the destiny of Man is that glorious one of rising, step by
step to the sun—lit heights of Immortality and of Godhead.

O. E. 5. Bulletin, March I9, 1906.
5. He, the Highest Person, who is awake in us while we are

asleep, shaping one lovely sight after another, that indeed is
the Bright, that is Brahman, that alone is called the immortal.

Katha-Upanisliad II. 2/. 8.
6. When all desires that dwell in the heart cease, then the mortal

becomes immortal, and obtains Brahman.
Katha-Upanishad I1. iii. 14.

7. So sometimes comes to soul and sense
The feeling which is evidence
That very near about us lies
The realm of spiritual mysteries.
The sphere of the supernal powersImpinges on this world of ours.

Whittier, The Meeting.
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I do not come to weep above thy pall

And mourn the dying-out of noble powers;
The poet’s clearer eye should see, in all

Earth's seeming woe, the seed of Heaven’s flowers.

Truth needs no champions; in the infinite deep
Of everlasting Soul her strength abides,

From Nature's heart her mighty pulses leap,Through Nature’s veins her strength, undying, tides.

Peace is more strong than war, and gentleness,
Where force were vain, makes conquest o’er the wave;

And love iives on and hath a power to bless,
When they who loved are hidden in the grave.

No power can die that ever wrought for Truth;
Thereby a law of Nature it became,

And lives unwithered in its sinewy youth,
When he who called it forth is but a name.

Thou livest in the life of all good things;
What words thou spak’st for Freedom shall not die;

Thou sleepest not, for now thy Love hath wings
To soar where hence thy Hope could hardly fly.

Thou art not idle: in thy higher sphereThy spirit bends itself to loving tasks,
And strength, to perfect what it dreamed of here

Is all the crown and glory that it asks.
-—LowelZ. 

Address all correspondence to Agnea E. lint-slam}.
1443 (1 Street. N. 'W.. Washington, D. C.

Entered as second-class matter June 19. 1909. at the Post-Omce at Wuh-
inzton. D. 0.. under Act of March 8. 1879.
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There are two attitudes that man can take towards life: the
positive attitude and the negative attitude. When we have, when
we are full to overflowing, when we are rich in some particularquality or possession, we are positive towards it. When we imagine
that we are lacking in this quality or possession and when we see
ourselves empty and poor we are negative towards it.

We are not really lacking in any good thing,the apparent want
is in ourselves, in our own thought; and if we could change our
habit of thought our conditions would also change in whatever
direction we change our thought.

For desire, and its spiritual sister Aspiration, are the law of
the soul, they point the direction in which our life will unfold, and
our thought shapes our outward conditions.

If, for example, a youth pictures himself as a successful phy-
sician he will so live as to attain to his desire; his education will
shape itself to that end, he will read and attend classes to increase
his store of knowledge of medicine or surgery, etc., and, if he
rightly develops his gifts, after a longer or shorter time he will
attain his desire.

Naturally, to simply “desire” and then sit back and do nothing
to bring about that desired condition, would not avail; for such a
so-called desire is but a whim; there is nothing effectual, fervent
or righteous in it. It is the “effectual, fervent prayer of the right-
eous man” that availethmuch.

The man of the positive attitude has desires; he satisfies him-
self that his desires are “righteous” ones, that they are for the
good of the whole and not for himself alone, then he lays his
plans to carry out his desires and make them appear on the material
plane, and he has patience until they materialize.

He is positive towards these growing conditions because he
sees himself as already possessing the desired haven; he never pic-
tures himself as in any sense lacking it; it is to be his as soon as
he shall have worked for it and created it.

The attitude of the man of the negative trend of thought is the
exact opposite of this. He also has imagination to formulate desires
of what he would like to make of his life; but his plans, if indeed
he makes any, are flimsy and dependent on what some one else
ought to do to help him. Even Divine Providence is expected to
further his particular plans, while he continues to live in his nega-
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The man of the positive attitude has abundance (not perhaps
in the world’s estimation of riches, but in his own thought) and he
is always ready to give. This is another mark of distinction be—
tween the two classes of men. The man whose thought is negative
is occupied always with trying to get. He is so empty in his own
estimation that he is always asking “What is there in it for me?”
to every undertaking. And however much he appears to get, he
always remains poor, because he continues to desire in a negative
way.“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, presseddown, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into
your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it
shall be measured to you again.”

This is the law, not only in some imaginary and singular case,
but throughout the ramifications of every social and business activ-
ity. He who observes its workings and obeys it, lives easily,because
he strikes the balance and keeps it true; but he who tries to “get”
by some other means is doomed to failure and, still worse, to moral
degeneration.

Only as we give, have we any right to expect to receive; and
when we receive we incur an obligation to give.

According to this rule it would seem to be as immoral to offer
something for nothing as to seek to attract to oneself wealth or
other commodities, fame or dignity, by “Concentrating” upon the
thingin question or by “Afiirmations.”

All laws of society and trade, in so far as they are just laws,
have for their basic principle interchange of benefits. What the
citizen receives of benefitand protection from the state he is required
to pay back to the state in the form of taxes and service, and in the
proportion he has received. It is no chance conception that justice
is symbolized by the evenly balanced scales, for justice is balance.
When the balance is lost it makes no difference to the principle
which one of the scales tips. It may be the “give” plate which has
been overcharged, or it may be the “receive” plate. In either case
the law has been violated-—some one has gone counter to the
eternal plan———-and readjustment must follow, accompanied though
it may be, and will be, with suffering.

To give without receiving is condescension; to receive without
giving is subordination; to give and receive is parity, and impliesgenerosity on both sides, equally divided. We are all familiar with
the home where self-sacrifice on the one hand is met with selfish—
ness on the other, the home life departing more and more from the
ideal and true state of interchange on all planes. Both extremes
are wrong, and each is responsible for the other.
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We should consider it absurdly impossible if asked to work out
a mathematical problem without the equation--an abstract pair of
scales. And how about the problem of life? Is it not just as
exact, is it not based upon laws just as definite, as an exercise in
mathematics? Reason and intuition both say that the law of the
part must be the law of the whole, and if the law of the whole, then
the law of all the parts, whether the field be mathematics,physics,philosophy,material or spiritual life.

Give, that you may render a return for all the benefits you have
received; receive, that you may have the wherewithal to give
again——-this is the way of progressive activity.

We have said thatJustice requires generosity on both sides, that
of the giver and that of the receiver. In an act of generosity the
thought of bargain does not enter. This attitude is certain to bring
bitterness if the obligation is not met. Better let the bargain go,
better accept injustice for the time being, than allow the heart to
be filled with thoughts of envy or hatred. Better sufi‘er for an-
other’s miscleed, and sufier we will, for law is law, than perfunc-
torily seek to effect a remedy. What we are is more important than
what we do, when there comes an apparent parting of the ways.

Yet let us not forget that generosity may lose its virtue when
it gives to one what is due to another, or when it deprives self of a
greater good in order to bestow a lesser good on another. In con-
sidering the workings of the law, it is necessary that we behold
ourselves impartially and from the standpoint of an onlooker. What
applies to our neighbor applies to ourselves; surely we are not out-
side the law. An adequate return for service rendered, or if not,
contention and strife or sorrow--this is what we observe. And so
we learn to moderate our generous instincts with reason, we think
twice before we give lavishly, we question whether we have a right
to expend so great an amount of energy for so small a return, so
trivial an accomplishment,not that we may grow in personal stature,
but that the law may be fulfilled instead of hindered, and so that
harmony may reign. Our watchword should ever and always be
Service, not such as is represented by deeds of sacrifice to a few
near and dear friends, but service for the World, that the great plan
of the Universe may be realized, and this is best accomplished by
obeying the law--the law of giving and receiving equally.

Let us formulate our thought thus: They who give without
receiving close the channel to another's progress; they who receive
without giving obtain nothing except personal degradation. At-
tached to all organizations are many people who accept the good
that is so freely dispensed with no thought of rendering an appreci-
able return. The loss is theirs. The years pass and they make no
progress; they soon become surfeited, unable to assimilate more,
because they keep all they receive, and so they stagnate like a pond
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without an outlet. They realize that all is not well with them, for-
getting or not knowing, that Law is certain and that no man can
with impunity disregard it, or for an instant receive something for
nothing.

Value returned need not necessarily be of the same nature as
benefit received. This is not possible where talents and conditions
are so varied. One man possesses extraordinary spiritual insight,
another has the gift of accumulating material goods. Should the
man of money refuse to accept instruction from the philosopher
because he cannot return problem for problem or expound marvel-
ous doctrines in return for those he has received? Hisgift of money
at best may seem a crude return for soul satisfaction, but the Lord
Jesus recognized the widow’s mite as sufficient, for she had done
what she could. Receive what is offered you; give in return what-
ever possessions you have. If there is an unpaid balance, view with
serenity the deficit if it cannot be avoided and hide your time.

Above all things, utilize all the powers, opportunities and pos-sessions at your command, and dedicate them to service for the
world. “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these (worldly) things shall be added unto you.”

The present age is a day of “graft”; indeed this word appears
to have been coined to express the curse that has fallen upon us.

Nor is this true of one country alone; in our correspondence
with England, with France, with Australia, we hear ever the same
regret that everybody is seeking what he can get for himself, that
there is neither truth nor honesty, even in high places (or perhaps
we should have said, especially in high places for there the tempta-
tion is greatest) that everywhere is the public exploited and made
to pay exorbitant prices even to live.‘ The condition is a world-
struggle and for it there is but one remedy--the positive attitude.

At present, unfortunately, the masses of men are negative--
seeking comfort, prosperity and material welfare for themselves,
putting these things in the first place in their lives instead of in
the second.

Until someone has seen the mistake and the majority of men
recognize the necessity for making their lives positive, independent
and strong, we can not expect a real solution of the problem, and
conditions cannot materially improve.

There are two virtues that invariably point out the true dis-
ciple: Loyalty and Gratitude; these are both positive attitudes, they
well—up from a full heart and of them we will write in our next
issue.

HE WHO FEELS HIS HEART BEAT PEACEFULLY
I-IE SHALL HAVE PEACE.
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AUSTRALIAN WOOLEN MANUFACTURE
The suggestion made by the Bureau of Science and Industryfor the establishment in Australiaoflargefactoriesfor makingwool-

~len materials deserves to be taken seriously. Had these been al-
ready in existence, millions of bales of wool would not now be
awaiting export, and a world hungry for clothingmaterials at almost
any cost could have been largely supplied, much to the benefit of
Australia. At the present time blankets, flannel, and tweed of splen-
did quality are manufactured within the Commonwealth, but on
such a small scale that they barely touch the fringe of the local
demand, and export is not to be considered. Considering that in
Australia there is abundance of coal for power purposes, and in
Tasmania cheap electrical power, and that other conditions are
admirably suitable for manufacturing, it does seem preposterous
that greasy wool should be exported to England and to foreign
countries to be scoured and made into all kinds of material, a por-tion of which is brought back to Australia for the use of our own
people. This means that to the cost of manufacture are added
freight, insurance, and other charges on the wool and on the manu-
factured product, and the heavy import duties on the latter, all of
which have to be paid by the people of Australia. If only suflicient
were manufactured locally to meet local requirements, all this
money, together with the wages paid and the manufacturingprofits.
would remain in Australia. Woollen mills already in existence in
the various States have shown what can be done, and their products
find a very ready sale at prices which return good profits. Each
of these might form the nucleus of an enterprise on a very much
greater scale if large capital and good organisation were added.
This is a matter which has a special interest for Tasmania, which
in regard to two special conditions offers unusual advantages. Just
about the time that the war was beginningprovisional arrangements
were made on behalf of people representing very large British capital
to establish mills in Hobart. The particular inducements were the
quality of the water, which is a most important consideration in
woollen manufacture, and the promise of cheap power. This en-
terprise was held up by the War, but it has been revived and may
be expected, before long, to be in operation.
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MEDITATION
“We would not choose our lot,” nor indeed can we; we come

into this world as the result of causes which we have set up in the
far-oi? past, so that we may take up our work of self-purification
at the point where we left it before. But we can modify our con-
ditions by the force of our creative powers, and we can have out
steps in the slippery mountain-side, so that those who come after
us may ascend more easily.

We are prone to think with Henry Ward Beecher “it would
be easy to serve God on ten thousand a year,” but experience tells
us that of the two states, riches is more hardening tothe soul than
poverty, and the rich man must‘ indeed be very strong, pure and
godly to avoid the snares of “Ahamkara,” to be able to hold all
wealth and possessions as being, not his, but the world’s, to be.
used by him as steward for the good of all. Selfishness, pride,
ambition, are ever clamoring at the door, occasions for stumbling
or for arising according as he loses or wins in the struggle.

“Give me neither poverty nor riches,” said Solomon, “lest being
full I deny Thee, or being poor I steal and curse.”

“How hard is it for them that have riches to enter into the
kingdom of God!" we read. “With man it is impossible, but with
God all things are possible!”

TRUE WEALTH
1. From a great heart secret magnetisms flow incessantly to draw

great events.
2-. We may draw to ourselves wealth, popularity, or health, but

so long as our desire is to ourselves and not first of all to
the whole, we are like children playing with an electric wire;
at any moment it may be our destruction.

Property is an intellectual production.
Ye who would become rich, be willing to be poor, if it be the

Father'swill; ye who are seeking health, be willing to suffer;
you may learn some lesson that you can afterwards teach to
another.

Hunger for such possessions as can be held by the pure soul,
that you may accumulate wealth for that united spirit of life
which is your only true self.

6. Give me neither poverty nor riches, lest being full I deny Thee,
or being poor I steal and curse.

7. When man goes forth, he goes alone—bare and stripped of all
earthly semblances. And of his boasted wealth, character
alone attends him.

9*?“
SJ!
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Ebe ‘Human me
"Why am I thus sorely stricken?

How can such things be?
‘Why, 0 God called love, so hardly

Hast Thou dealt with me?”

Thus I cry to God, rebellious
In my bitter pain

And a voice of great compassion
Answereth again.

“Till thy power of understanding
Greater far shall grow,

Must mine answer wait to reach thee;
Some day thou shalt know.

“Planted deep in race beginnings,
Woven in the plan

Of all Nature’s inner being,
And the life of man

“Hidden reasons dwell, affecting
Other lives,”——-—and low

Saith the Voice, “Thy need most urgent
Is not, child, to know!”

“Lord, since to my eager question,
Answer cometh not,

Teach me, child-like now to ask Thee,
No more, Why ?, but What?"

“What may I now do to find Thee,
That my heartache cease?”

Saith He, “If thou truly seek me,
Thou shalt know my peace.”

BY Lyzmxx R. BAYARD
(From the California Christian Advocate.)

Addreu all correnponllenee to Agnes E. Maryland.
1443 Q Street. N. \V'., Washington. D. C.

Entered as second-class matter June 19. 1909. at the Post-Omce at Wash-
ington. D. C.. under Act or March 3. 1879.
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LOYALTY AND GRATITUDE
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LOYALTY AND GRATITUDE
Some of the virtues of the disciple are virtues of the heart, so

to speak; they show themselves in the life it is true, but only indi-
rectly by giving an added power to other qualities. But Loyalty
and Gratitude are virtues that are openly seen; they well—up from
deep and hidden sources but the overflow is easily visible and rec-
ognized.

For this reason they are especially valuable to the one who
would gage his own progress in the path.

When a man is loyal to all that is good in himself and in his
friends, he has the positive attitude, he looks for (and finds) the
good in everythingand in everybody because this good is in himself
first of all; thus he grows ever deeper and broader, nobler and more
generous.There are some who go so far as to say that if men could
change their way of speaking so as to use only positive words for a
month or two, eliminating all terms of sickness, doubt, dissatisfac-
tion, anger, etc., that these scourges would disappear from among
us. However this may be, it is certain that when we think and
speak “inharmony” we invite inharmonious conditions into our
lives; while if we change our attitude towards life, by thinkingand
speaking bright, positive thoughts we shall find an appreciable dif~
ference in the attitude of others to us and they and we become
happier and more healthy.

Of the two virtues, Loyalty and Gratitude, the first is in its
nature constant, while the second appears to be spasmodic, drawn
out by special occasions. In reality, however, both are constant in
their depths, and it is only the manifestatiorzs of gratitude that are
intermittent, called forth by the events of life.

The grateful soul is grateful always.
But some may say: “I would willinglybe grateful, but no one

ever does me an action that gives me the opportunity; everything
in my life is commomplace and grudging.

Then we must hold the kindly grateful attitude towards all
those whose past efforts have made it possible for us to have and
enjoy the many comforts and intellectual advantages that are pres-
ent in all our lives. Who invented the common household appli-
ances we use daily? These lighten our labor and should be a source
of gratitude. What great soul set down for us the beautiful
thoughts that refresh us between times? To whom are we indebted
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for our favorite poem, for our scientific treatises, for the cloth
of which our suits are made——in short for all the conveniences, coni-
forts and pleasures of the ordinary life?

No man liveth to himself alone.
We are heirs to the love and the labor of a long line of ances—

tors. It is thus that some religions teach the worship of “The An-
cestors” in gratitude for what they have handed down to the pres-
ent generation.

Gratitude has been said to be “the memory of the heart.” The
great—hearted show the most spontaneous and enduring sense of
favors received; those who are mean-spirited are always the least
appreciative of the goodwill and the kindness which other men show
to them, and there are some of even less development who seem to
resent a kind act as if it had been a blow.

When our hearts are void of gratitude for benefits received our
selfish, lower personality is in the ascendant. We do not wish to
acknowledge that anyone has the power to render us any favor; it
seems to degrade us and make us appear less important than we
deem ourselves to be. VVe have a great opinion of our own conse-
quence, and resent the idea that we could possibly need help or
assistance of any kind.

If, under these conditions, a well—meaning friend supplies some
one of the most evident of our deficiencies, instead of our appreci-
ating his forethought and loving him for his generosity, we are
made angry, our pride and self-conceit are aroused because he has
perceived a weakness that we had thought to hide from the eyes of
all men, and, instead of gratitude being born in our hearts, there
coils in our bosom a serpent-—jealousy. When we have allowed
our lower self to obtrude itself into our affairs to this extent, it is
but a question of time when the evil head shall find the opportunity
to arise and strike its benefactor. V\~’e hate to think that he should
have outstripped us in one direction at least; we uuderrate his quali-
ties in our thoughts and our conversation, we misinterpret his
motives, we dwell enviously upon his good fortune and his bless»
ings, and step by step we sink into the lowest and basest of ingrati-
tude. Then the serpent strikes and the deed is done.

This is the negative side of gratitude. Men call it ingratitnde
and complain of its presence in their fellow—men.

‘When we have done some deed of charity or beneficence, we
think it very strange if we receive no mark of distinction in return.
When we oblige a friend, we look for his expression of thanks as
our right (not as his privilege) ; if he does not behave just as we
thinkhe ought to do under the circumstances, we are aggrieved and
hurt, if not resentful.

We put our name at the head of subscription lists for as large
a sum as will, we trust, impress our acquaintances; and for days
afterwards we Search the news columns until we find at last a due
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and proper acknowledgment of our munificence. If none such
appears we write an angry and justly querulous complaint.

We have forgotten for the moment the injunction, “Let not
thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.”

In this way we look for gratitude from those whom we have
befriended,and this is a grave mistake, if not so serious or so fatal
as ingratitude itself. For this desire which we manifest to receive
praise or appreciation———"gratitudef’ as we call it-——from our bene-
ficiaries shows that our motive in doing the good action was not
pure. We expected “to receive as much again,” whereas we should
have been perfect as our Fatherwhich is in heaven is perfect. For
He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust. For “if ye lend to them of
whom ye hope to receive, what thankhave ye? for sinners also lend
to sinners to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and
do good, and lend, hoping for nothingagain.”

Gratitude is one of the most important of virtues; it may truly
be said to be a matter of life and death. When the spiritual nature
is alive, it is awake and responsive to all good things; it selects its
food from all thatcomes within its reach; nothingescapes its atten-
tive observation, however humble it may be; it learns from all
things and is grateful. But when the heart is dead or torpid noth~
ing satisfies; being dead or at least inactive, it can take no nutriment
with comfort or gratitude; every new idea is challenged and ex-
pelled, however pure and noble. The lethargic soul wishes but for
one thing——-to be left alone.

Fortunately, however, for the wanderer the mental nature is
still awake and craving “some new thing,” and this stimulus pre-
vents immediate dissolution by keeping up a semblance of life for
years———-thus giving renewed and constant opportunity for the slug-
gish soul to throw off its inertia and to cultivate unselfish love and
all the qualities of the moral nature.

Some there are who awake at this critical time and see the
danger of the path their love of ease has led them into. ‘These can
he saved by the help of a strong and brotherlyhand added to their
own determined efforts; but too often the habits of selfishness and
separation have struck their roots too deep, they have made up their
mind, and

“A mind, once formed, is never suited after;
One yet in growth will ever grateful be.”

———-Goethe--Faust‘.
With those whose mind is formed there is nothing to be done

except to let them go their own way. Nothingthat anyone can offer
them will suit them; the purest and _most profound of teachings
will have no attraction for them; their sole standard is “some-
thing new,” and this they are too indolent to find. They are too
benumbedto recognize the truth even when it is presented to them.
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THE PUBLIC PAY

But how shall we know these from others who are perhapsstruggling secretly with the very inertia which we have observed in
them and which we would gladly help them to overcome?

We may know them by the test of gratitude. If there is still
life, there will be gratitude; if, after benefits have been received,
there is no countercurrent, if no return is made or gratitude ex-
pressed, then any further advance on our part would be unwise; for
it would probably be resented and would make us another enemywhere we would willinglyhave found a friend.

“One yet in growth will ever grateful be ;” by this test may we
be known. If we have ceased to grow, then we are on the road
to gradual decay and dissolution. If the heart has ceased to rule
over the ratiocinationsof the mental activities, there can be no fur-
ther advance, for all unaided mental processes return upon them-
selves in a circle, so that we do but arrive in the end at the same
place from which we started. For growth we must have the spiral
caused by the intervention of love, humility and of gratitude, of
faith,of hope and of charity.

The Qualifications for discipleship are all moral ones.
Let a man who would be grateful thinkof repaying a kindness

even while receiving it. This is the attitude of the noble soul. He
does not refuse to receive benefits from his iellow—man; he does
but see to it that he gives in return a due equivalent; he seeks to
give as much and more than he received.

And having, from the gratitude of his heart given his “mite”
he straightway forget: what he himself has done. But he never
ceases to be grateful to his friend and benefactor for benefits
received.

‘For true gratitude is imperishable and abides for ever.

“It is a pleasure appropriate to man to save a fellowman, and
gratitude is acquired in no better way.” -09:11.

“Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul;
and the heart of man knoweth none more fragrant.”

-«Hosea Ballou.

AUSTRALIAN NEWS
THE PUBLIC PAY

A six-hour day at Broken Hill is necessary to save life. There
is a further question. Does a six—hour day pay? Well, an ounce of
experience is worth a ton of theory. The greatest advocate of a
six~hour day is not a Labor “agitator,” but a British capitalistic
peer, Lord Leverhulme. What he says is frequently eloquent. What
a recent cable says is even more eloquent. Thus :.“London, March
5.--The balance—sheet of Messrs. Lever Bros... of Port Sunlight,
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the soap manufacturers, shows a profit for the year of £2,439,000.
A dividend of WV; per cent. has been declared.” Nobody at Port
Sunlight works more than six hours. We are not striving for a
six-hour day at Broken Hill for the six-hour day’s sake, but for
life's sake. Port Sunlight is sufiicient, however, to cause reflec-
tions, £ 5. d. reflections. We submit without laboring the point, that
it is more than possible that a six-hour day at Broken Hill would
increase production, and not reduce it. We submit that more sun-
light for the miners might pay other dividends than saved lives.
We do not think Lord Leverhulme would work the Broken Hill
mines by shifts one second longer than six hours. ;

£2,439,000 is a lot of money from soap. Sunlight soap is good
soap, but the huge profit and the plethoricdividend (which is prob-
ably accompanied by an equally plethoric addition to “reserves"
indicates that the philanthropyof this company is sui generis; that
is, the company sells its soap for all it can get, and does not
allow any “love of man” to interfere with business, to the extent of
making it possible for the “great unwashed" in Britain to wash
more by cheap soap. Lever Bros. and Lord Leverhulme are en-
titled to all credit for the six—hour day. But it is fairly plain that it
pays the company exceedingly well to be philanthropists to this
extent.

There are some remarkable occurrences in “Bankrupt Britain”
just now. If the Chancellor of the Exchequer himself forecaster!
the possibility of bankruptcy (and afterwards at the Prime Min-
ister’s bidding denounced all persons who mentioned bankruptcy as
Bolsheviks), no bankruptcy is invading big businesses. For in-
stance, take cotton. There has been a tremendous boom in cotton
shares recently, and Lancashire is delirious. The London Daily
Mail says that cotton mills were sold and re-sold several times a
few weeks ago at a profit of 100 per cent. each time! The explana-
tion is simple. The world wants cotton, because the world must
be re-clothed after the period of scant sartorial respect inevitable
during the war. Every cotton mill is a fortune, because cotton
mills and the delicate machinery required cannot be erected in a
trice. Indeed, dwelling houses are so short in Britain (and build-
ing material ditto) that mill building is only a dream. Consequently
every man with a cotton mill can either retire on a quick fortune or
continue in business with the certainty of prodigious profits. Pri-
vate enterprise has once again a magnificent opportunity of making
the public pay--and is proceeding to do it!
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MEDITATION
God is good, God is Great, God is all—-this is the text book of

Esoteric Faith. The disciple reads its light into all the affairs of
his daily life: does he sufier from poverty—-it is of God, an ob-
stacle placed in his path by the Great AlI—Wise to teach him to use
his powers, to try his faith, to prove to him what stuff he is made
of. He stands up under his load and plays the man, for he knows
that God is with him, and that He is good.

It is a solemn moment when the son} elects to throw aside ail
worldly conventions and to look upon life from the inner standpoint
of faith.

Is he asked to give up all that life holds dear? He suffers, for
he is yet human, but he never hesitates. Forward, ever forward he
goes, into the blackest darkness, for his faith is sublime and it
knows that God is Great.

Then falls upon him the direst blow of ail——name and fame,
reputation, wealth, love, home, possessions, even health—all are
swept away. Does he fall? For a moment perhaps but he quickly
recovers his balance, for to him God is ALL, and with the patriarch
of old he says, “I know that my Redeemer liveth.”

To know God-—this is true faith.
——BuIletin.

FAITH
1. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen.
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all

these things shall be added unto you.A life of work and service is the only natural expression of a
Living Faith. For Faith without Works is dead!

The faith of each is shaped to his own nature, O Bharata. The
man consists of his faith; that which his faith is, he is even
that.

5. Faith is that innate feeling of the soul that in the beyond there
must be somethingmore in harmony with its aspirations than
it finds in the world.

6. If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto
this mountain, “Remove hence to yonder place,” and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

7. When true Faith descends upon the spirit of man, then doubt
is no more; no longer is any sacrifice too great, all obstacles
are gladly encountered and overcome, for we are not guided
by opinion or worldly reasonings, but by the firm will of him
who knows.
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Though deep in mire,

Wring not your hands and weep;
I lend my arm to all who say “I can.”

No shamefaced outcast ever sank so deep
But yet might rise and be again a man.

Art thou a mourner? Rouse thee from thy spefl.
Art thou a sinner? Sins may be forgiven. ‘

Each morning gives the wings to flee from hell;
Each night a star to guide thy feet to heaven.

-———AdeIa£d Lafetro.

Address all correnponslence to Agnes E. Mn:-Ilnnd.
1443 Q Street. N. W” Washington. D. C.

Entered an socond—cls.a| matter June 19. 1909. at the Post-Omco at Wuh.
tnxton. D. C.. under Act of hutch 8. 1819.
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PROGRESS
Man has not always and everywhere progressed; we see in our

own country evidences, for example, in Yucatan of a civilization
which undoubtedly existed there in the far—ofI' past, far in advance
of that which is shown in the present conditions of that country.
The same is true of Mexico and some parts of South and Central
America.

If we look at Egypt, we have proof, in the Pyramids, the
Sphinx and other remains of antiquity that the peoples who lived
in those prehistoric times possessed a knowledge of mechanics, of
astronomical science, of engineering and of geometry far in advance
of anythinggenerally known in the worid today.

We say generally known because we do not believe that such
knowledge once acquired would be allowed to go beyond man's
reach, although it may, for a time, become hidden from those
whose lack of development shows that they would be unable rightly
to make use of it.

There are, we are told, hidden among the mountains of Thibet
and of other countries communities of advanced men whose very
existence is unlmown to the rest of the world and whose knowledge
of God. of Man and of the Universe embrace all that our earthly
races of men have ever discovered as well as much more that they
have themselves learned and proven.So long, however, as war continues to rage, while men still
struggle for lower earthly aims, while graft and selfishness obtain,
there can be little progress either with or without the aid of these
Great Ones.

Indeed it seems as if the present day was one, not of progress
but of retrogression. Never for many generations has there been
such an exhibition of the lower passions of which man is capable
and less outer evidence of any higher knowledge. Men are sunk in
the desire for comfort, prosperity and material welfare, and if they
struggle at all, they work towards these first and above ail—perhaps
even exclusively,giving their LIFE no further thought.

A conscious knowledge and application of “the positive atti-
tude" is rare in the world today; materiality rules the thought world
and worldly pleasure dominates the emotions, stilling the soul of
those who would breathe a purer air.

Progress is the fruit of the Positive Attitude—-—the recognition
of the relations between the great forces of humanity, the study and
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fostering of each and of both, of capital and of labor, of religion
and of science, of republicanism and democracy, of selfishness and
unselfishness, of peace and of war—the balance and right use of
both of these and hundreds of other pairs of opposites which are
opposing each other in the world today. Men ignorantly align
themselves on one side or on the other of these parties and believe
that they alone are right, every other point of View appearing to
them unjust and impossible.

The positive attitude is born of a knowledge of the two sides
of a question, the balancing in the mind of the rights and wrongs
of both sides impartially; aid given to either side so that it may
attain to the place where it can best serve the world and its own
uses. A recognition thatall of these conceptions of the human mind
are good in their place and time, and a wisdom in apportioning
to each a due proportion of attention.

.

In our last two articles we dealt with the simpler and more
evident preparations which everyone must make in his own life and
observation if he would enter upon the path,of true progress which
is the fruit of the Positive Attitude and its outward, visible sign.

In the present and perhaps in some of those to follow we shall
give the teachings of our Society as they bear especially on the prob-
lems of the day in their application to our own individual lives.

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. All things are
working towards a great Order, even though during “house-cleam
ing" there appears to be an unnecessary amount of disorder.

All men are divisible into two principal classes in relation to
their energies and their mental capabilities: the Creative and the
Productive.

Neither of these is greater or less than the other, for each of
them would be useless alone; the man with a creative imagination
can plan great enterprises and execute magnificent projects, but if
you ask him to give you the detailed working out of any particular
branch, he is lost; while Number Two, the producer, delights in
just those nice details, and is capable of great fertility of resource
in carrying out the plans of his brother, Number One.

If this division were recognized in the world much unnecessarysuffering might be spared and a great deal of wasted energy might
be turned to good account. Let the first remember that his forte
is leadership, the giving forth of the initial vibration which shall
arouse in his followers, in his fellow-workers, that activity and
perseverance which shall carry out his design. But let not the
second strive to rule, for he can only domimzte; and an over-bean
ing temper leads to failure always, sooner or later. On the other
hand, Number Two is wonderful in producing great results from
small causes, he collects and brings together for use every mite
which he judges to be useful, and little by little he erects the
building which Number One planned. Number One would become
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And as there are two classes of men so there are two sides to
every work, and the success of the work will depend upon the right
relations between these two, and upon the clear understanding of
the functions of NumberOne and its separation from NumberTwo.

In a well organized house of business, in an army, in anyorganization, the Head of the House, the Directors, the Chiefs,
who have to plan and direct the activities of the work are apart
from the workers; they have their own desks, their own rooms,
their separate buildings, according to the importance of their oper-ations, where they can enter the chamber of their own heart and
be still; for this calm and quiet is needed by those who have to
supply the hidden fire and inspiration upon which the work must
be fed, and which alone can drive the dynamos.

Many a hard worker, ignorant of this law, toils all day and far
into the night at the details of his work and eventually sinks under
his heavy burden, worn-out and old before his time; while the world
wonders why so excellent a man could not succeed. He has
neglected to feed both himself and his work with the Fire of Life,
Agni, the First Principle of Creation. Without Agni there can be
no fire, no enthusiasm, no inspiration, no life or vigor, no decision.
will or determination. Being a Number Two, and poor by nature
in these qualities, our toiler finds himself utterly destitute when he
is required to furnish also fire for others. He has none, he knows
not how or where to procure it; his only refuge is in hard work,
and so he plods early and late, wandering fartherand farther out of
his course: his health fails, the work accumulates, complaints of all
kinds follow—and, unless a strong hand, a Number One, takes the
helm, shipwreck is certain.

The Head of every undertaking must be able to appropriate
from the Universal store enough of this Fire to supply himself and
those who are with him; this is the electric current which runs the
dynamos and supplies the motive power for the work. Where this
is abundant we find neat and orderly work-rooms, cheerful and
willing workers, enthusiasm and a desire to excel, with a never
failing love for the work.

And yet, even Agni cannot produce a result alone; for Agni
must play upon something, upon Soma, and ignite it, and without
Sonia there would be no flame, no bringing in of fuel, no gathering
of materials, no accumulation of details and statistics, no drawing
towards a center, no perseverance, no work.

In Agni and Soma we have the two forces of the Universe,
complementary each to the other,-mcentrifugal force, Number One,
flowing from the center outwards, and centripetal force, the return
current, Number Two——-the first creative, the second productive;
and it is man’s task to understand these in himself, to balance them
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within, to use them in right proportions in his work and to unite
the flow in harmony, and love to God and to his fellow~man.

As he learns to recognize and balance these forces in the world,
man advances in power and wisdom, and attains to poise and Peace.

For several centuries past, the world of thought has been sunk
in the pessimism of materialistic belief; now, however, there is
arising at new school: pessimism is giving place to a broad and
cheerful optimism.

In this advanced school men are taught to look on the bright
side of life, and, no matter what happens, never to lose heart.
“AJ1’s right with the world,” they say, "however hard things look;
a bright face and a brave heart will soften the edge of the keenest
suffering.”

And the world is stronger and sweeter by reason of their for-
titude, and all those about them are happier than if the sufierers
had sat themselves down in their grief and wept and lamented, as
their parents would have done in the same circumstances a few
years back.

The pendulum, which has swung so far into pessimism, is now
shifting its center of vibration, and it remains to be seen how nearly
mankind can steady it in its true place, poised and equally balanced.
For, if the pessimist can see but one side of a picture, the gloomy
one, even so the ultra—optimist with his constant, fatuous smile and
his self-complacency is equally wide of the mark; for we cannot
help rememberingthat all Great Souls have shown us a front calm,
serene and untroubled———but grave.

Now there is a law, plainly laid down in our scriptures, as well
as in those of the Orient, which, when it is dwelt upon and under-
stood by the individual, will bring him that poise and peace which
are needed for the steadying of the world at this crisis. It is to
the individual we appeal, for, if it is true that a chain is as strong
as its weakest link, so does the progress of humanity depend upon
the strength and poise of each individual soul.

Here is the law, plain and simple, yet profound and far-reach-
ing when applied to every phase of the human life!

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these (worldly) things shall be added unto you.”

“All things work together for good to them that love God.”
Put God first in the arrangement of your affairs, see the hand

of God, the working of law, in every smallest trifle, work for Him
first and for yourself and family second, and your worldly affairs
will go easily; for the law which you are respecting will bring youopportunities and all good things.

Not one day in seven, but every day, must the “Father’s busi-
ness” be first in our plans if we would come under the protection of
this beneficent law of good. This is true optimism.

And we say true with intention, for there is a spurious kind of
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optimism which does not answer to the tests, and is but a subtle
form of self-seeking.

“All is good, I am good, I am God,” these people say to us;
“I can do no wrong, there is no evil”-—-all of which is true if it is
said of the Real Self, potentially, but it is not true actually. VS/'e
can truly say of the new-born babe that he is a man potentially,
but he has much ground to travel over before he will be able to
exercise the privileges of manhood.

The faces of these optimists are always wreathed in smiles,
they surround themselves, as a duty, with all those things which
please, and they refuse to entertain the sad, the sick or the sorrow-
ing. They will to see nothingbut the good in all, and good in their
vocabulary has come to he synonymous with pleasing.

True optimism is very difierent fromthis lower presentation
of it. It is founded upon Faith in the goodness, wisdom and omni-
presence of God and of law. The face of the true optimist is often-
times grave, when his heart aches for the anguish of another; but
his soul is ever compassionate, strong and steadfast. He has no
sorrows of his own to grieve over, for he has long ago recognized
the hand of God in all the details of his daily experience, and he
gratefully accepts the lessons which are brought to him to learn.
He is at peace within, for he knows that all is working together for
good, to himself and to all, and this brings him joy unspeakable.
His life is thus freed from those bonds which confine so many, and
he is privileged to devote it to the service of his fellow—man.

The true optimist loves (Sod, and serves man!
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A verse for each day, from Writers of All Ages
There are many to whom a knowledge of the Oriental Philoso by and

Ethics would be a great help in meeting the problems and enduring t c trials
of life, but who have no opportunity of gaining access to this information.

The Oriental Esoteric Society aims to meet the needs of these. Public
Lectures are given at the Headquarters, 1443 Q Street, N. W. as well as
private advice on personal difficulties. There is no charge for these and no
obligation of any kind is incurred, as the work is purely philanthropicin its
aims and is supported by the voluntary contributions of its friends. The
teaching is not opposed to Christianity, but endeavors to show the funda~
mental identity of all great religions and to point out the highly practical
value of the doctrines of Reincarnation and Karma and of the oriental
esoteric ideals to the needs of daihr life and individual development. Courses
of lectures on special topics are given from time to time.
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MEDITATION
The teachings of esoterism are based not upon dogma, but

upon principle; they embody the eternal laws of God that govern
Nature and the soul of man. They are not the exclusive property
of any group of persons whatever, but are open to the investiga—
tion of all. The secrets of nature have always been revealed to
those who could receive them; in all the ages of the world there
have been wise men, philosophers, sages and Initiates, who have
attained to many powers now hidden from us. If these laws remain
unknown to the mass of men today it is because humanity is not
living up to the required level. As men advance in toleration,
self—control, in purity, love and knowledge, as they become less sec-
tarian and more universal, they also will come to read in Nature’s
Book, and her secrets will unfold before them.

“What Esoterism Is,”——Mar5land

EQUILIBRIUM
1. Equilibrium in Nature is the point towards which all forces

tend.
2. The forces of the Universe come forth into manifestation;

from One issue Two or Duality. These two separate, op-
pose each other, then gradually return to that Unity and
Equilibrium from which they came forth.

3. This is the law of the Universe; the man who understands it
and holds himself at the center can make use of all obstacles
and opposing forces while he remains ever poised, calm and
concentrated.

4. True poise includes something more than an outward calm; it
rests upon an inner activity and power to reconstruct.

5. This creative power of reconstruction is one of the marks of
greatness in any walk of life.

6. He is in equilibrium who is serene in all great crises, and is
never disturbed by any of the so-called accidents of life.

7. Every minute of the life of the disciple must he the focusing
point of the whole of his activities, bringing to his assist-
ance all the knowledge and wisdom he has made his own
during the whole of his present and former lives.
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E0 <Breatness

There never yet was flower fair in vain,
Let classic poets rhyme it as they will;

The seasons toil that it may blow again,
And summer's heart doth feel its every ill;

Nor is a true soul ever born for naught;
‘Wherever any such hath lived and died,

There hath been something for true freedom wrought.
Some bulwark levelled on the evil side:

Toil on, then, Greatness! thou art in the right,
However narrow souls may call thee wrong;

Be as thou wouldst be in thine own clear sight,
And so thou wilt in all the world’s erelong;

For worldlings cannot, struggle as they may,
Frcm man’s great soul one great thought hide away.

—LoweI1
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PRECIOUS STONES
At this season of the year everyone is thinking of gaining a

little respite from the regular routine of the year’s work and taking
a rest. Our little BULLETIN is no exception to the rule for it rests
during the month of August, the next issue after the present one
being September 3rd.

Our thoughts, at these times naturally turn towards Mother
Earth and Nature; and we write of rocks and trees, of ocean and
waterfall, and today of precious stones.

From the most remote antiquity precious stones have stirred
the imagination of men who have attributed to them, as well as to
certain metals, the power of acting as conductors of invisible forces,
magnetic, electric and astral.

Certain metals have been said to correspond with each of the
seven planetary forces that influence our earth and many strange
stories are told of them in the folk-loreof different countries. Thus:

Lead corresponds to Saturn,
Tin to Jupiter,
Iron to Mars,
Gold to the Sun,
Copper to Venus,
Quicksilver to Mercury, and
Silver to the Moon.

More beautiful and characteristic than the metals, precious
stones are valued for their color, their brilliance, their durability
and in short that invisible something which they possess and which
is indescribable.

In consequence of this “something”and in consideration of the
visible qualities that each possesses, certain virtues and powers have
been attributed to each quite apart from their rarity and their in-
trinsic worth. Thus:

Chalcedmzy corresponds to Saturn and is said to have the
power of dispelling troublesome thoughts, illusions and vain imagi-
nations or fearful fancies. If it is pierced and suspended around
the neck, it gives victory over all enemies and keeps the body strong
and vigorous.

The Sapphire and the Beryi are supposed to be good conductors
of Jupiterian influences; they bring peace and agreement, foster
devotion and piety, are an influence for good, moderate the heat of
passion, bring success in lawsuits and are especially good in induc-
ing children to study.
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The Amethyst and Diamond are attributed to Mars. If one
would be self controlled and learned in the sciences the Amethyst
should be worn; it has a special helpfulness for the self-indulgent.
The Diamond should be worn on the left side and is said to be
effective in protecting from wild beasts, from assassination or other
attack, and from evil designs and poison.

The Clzrysolite and the Heliotrope are sacred to the Sun. The
Chrysolite should be set in gold and carried on the person if one
would be preserved from making a mistake in judgment, for it is
supposed to give wisdom and clear vision. The heliotrope stone has
the strange power of causing the sun to appear red as blood the
same as in an eclipse. This stone was used by priests in the ancient
temples to divine and to interpret oracles.

The Lapis-Lazulé is sacred to Venus. This stone is an infallible
remedy for melancholia and troubles of the kind.

The Emerald and the Agate are stones said to transmit Mer-
curial influences. The Emerald should be worn by the one who
would amass riches; it gives also the power to foresee the future
and, if placed under the tongue, is said to inspire prophecy. The
Agate is especially an inspiration to fortitude in times of adversity;
it protects from dangerand eliminates fear of all l_<ind. The Agate
also inspires generosity of spirit.

The stones corresponding to the Moon are Coral and Quartz.
Coral is especially good as a protection against storms and the
dangers of the ocean. It has been proved that Coral arrests hem-
orrhage and he who wears it is always reasonable and prudent.

There are three important and almost identical lists of precious
stones in the Bible. An interval of nine centuries occurs between
the first and second, and of nearly seven between the second and
third.

I. The description of the High Priest’s breastplate,
Ii. The ornaments of the King of Tyre,

III. The figurative foundation stones of the heavenly city.
’BnEAs'rPLA'rE (set in gold)
  
 

3 2 1
Carbuncle Topaz Sardius

6 5 4
Diamond Sapphire Emerald

9 ‘ 8 ‘Y
Amethyst Agate Ligure

12 1 I 10
Jasper Onyx Beryl
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THE FOUNDATIONS or was HEAVENLY CITY
 

1 2 3
Jasper i Sapphire i Chaleedony

4 5
_

6
Emerald Sardonyx Sardius

7 8 9
Chrysolite Beryl Topaz

10 1 1 12
Chrysoprasus jacinth Amethyst
The threefold repetition of practicallythis same list shows that

in the estimation of the ancient peoples the qualities and influences
of these gems made a very strong combinationfor good. The High
Priesfs breastplate was used by the High Priests in consulting the
Will of God by Urim and Thummim.

The following extract gives some of the meanings that have
been attached to gems in the past; it is translated from a Hindu Ms.

Extract from Ratnapariska (6211 century before Christ)
By Buciclhahhatta

PRECIOUS STONES
Names

.
Symbols Virtues and Powers

Diamond ......Reeonciliat:onand love . . . . ..Gives faithfulness to
engagements.Amethyst ., . . .HappinesS, good fortune...

. Gives courage, pre-
serves from drunk-
81111655.

jasper . . . . . . . Courage and wisdom . . . . . . ..Gives constancy and
conjugal happiness.Sapphire . . .

...Truthand 3 pure conscience..Gives repentance for
past faults.

Emerald . . . . ..Hope and faithful love.....Gives knowledge of
the future.

Agate . . . . . . . ..Long life and prosperity. . . Gives health.
Ruby . . . . . . . . Beauty, elegance . . . . . . . . . . Preserves from false

friends.
Cornelian .....joy, peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Dissipates sad

thoughts.Opal . . . . . . . . ..Prayer, pardon, tender love. Increase of fidelity.
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Topaz . . . . . . . Ardent affection
. . . . . . . . . .

..Prevents bad dreams.
Turquoise . . . . .Courage and hope . . . . . . . . . ..Assures success in

love.
Moonstone

. . . .Amiability,gentleness . . . .
.3‘ends to meditation

and revery.Chrysoprase ...Eloquence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Assures power and
victory.

There is much more that might be written but enough has been
said to give room for thought. Truly all is one and we are in and
of that One; we must not, therefore, be surprised that the humble
tourmaline may have a place in our lives and we in its life. The
gem serves us as the lesser serves the greater—by giving pleasure
comfort, beauty, food for thought. And we serve the Gem by
using it and aiding it to shine and manifest its beauty which is one
of God’s works. It is man's function in the world to elevate Nature
and spiritualize it, freeing it more and more from the grosser of
its material elements.

Thus even the wearing of a jewel can be made an act of
worship.

HE WHO FEELS HIS HEART BEAT PEACEFULLY,
HE SHALL HAVE PEACE

AUSTRALIAN NEWS
Eoonomo

TTHE BROKEN HILL STRIKE
Although there can be no doubt that the wives and children of

the miners on strike at Broken Hillhave been in dire suffering from
the undue prolongation of the struggle, the proposed Button Day
for their relief will probably not command any general public sup-port--unless, happily, the expectation of a settlement of the strike
should be realised. If the men return to work the fund will be
gladly supported by many who now refuse. With all the money
that is spent by Australian taxpayers every year to prevent strikes
by providing less barbarous means of agreement between employed
and employers, the strike as a method of bargaining or settling con-
ditions of work ought to be stemly discountenanced by everybody.
To say that in this strike the employers are using the sufferings
of the unoffending women and children to force the men to sub-
mit is not true. It was the men, not the employers, who began
the struggle; and it would be truer to say that the sufferings of
their families are being exploited to raise funds to prolong the
strike. Nevertheless, there is suffering, and it is time it came to an
end. The men are no doubt striking against conditions of work
which they regard as unhealthy for themselves and for their chil-
dren. If that is true, there is a case for any Parliamenthaving the
necessary powers to intervene on humanitarian grounds, and on
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the ground that the industry, as carried on, is dangerous to the
physique and health of children who, if they live, will become
Australian citizens. Either the State Parliament concerned, or else
the Federal Parliament, ought to be in a position to legislate upon
such a matter. The Federal powers are limited, however, to con—
ciliation and arbitration for the prevention and settlement of indus-
trial disputes extending beyond the limits of one State. Have the
men unsuccessfully endeavoured to obtain relief from the State
Parliament? If so, they might still try to get the Federal power into
action. Where a dispute concerns more than one State, the Arbi-
tration Court can fix conditions of work agreed upon between the
parties, and hours accordingly-——in this instance such hours as
would, perhaps, give the miners a chance to overcome the evil effects
of the lead-impregnated, dusty air they have to breathe in the mines
when at work. Or perhaps a special Act may be necessary. To a
certain extent conditions of work are legislated for in the Naviga-
tion Act. In England, after the great agitation by Lord Shafts-
bnry and others in the earlier part of last century, factory Acts of
a humanitarian character were passed, that curtail the “liberty of
the subject” to this day. We believe also that the British Govern-
ment has found means to deal with the evil of white lead poisoning
in pottery glazing,and with that of using free phosphorus in match-
making. It should be possible in Australia to pass similar legis-
lation, should impartial investigation and scientific evidence show
that there is real need for it. We suggest that the men should peti-
tion the Federal Parliament, and set forth such medical facts as
support their contention that the work in lead mines calls for spe-
cial precautions to safeguard the health of the miners and their
children, and ask for relief. In this way attention would be drawn
to the subject, and possibly a Royal Commission might be appointed,
and the necessary legislation passed by whichever Legislature is
competent to pass it. Otherwise Federal powers to deal with such
a matter might be obtained. As these powers will shortly be on the
tapis the time may be opportune. If the men’s case is correct, and
they are determined no longer to risk their own and their children’s
health or life, they should try to get work elsewhere, or ask Par-
liament to find it for them. In Tasmania, for instance, are there no
openings at Mount Lyell or the Great Lake, or elsewhere for men
willing to work rather than losevtheir lives and starve their chil-
dren? But to assist the present strike is only to prolong its cruelty
without reaching any real solution of the problem.

(“The Warid,” Hobart, March 16, 1920)
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MEDITATION
The gift of Intuition is just waking into life in the normal

man, hardly awake as yet, but hovering over, ready to show itself
in premonitions, prophetic dreams, a strange knowledge of the
thoughts and motives of those about us, an insatiable hunger after
a new spiritual food.

We feel ourselves to be alone, this is not so in reality, for the
Great Power is watching over us, and when the moment is ripe,
when we need aid for our further advance, we are guided to a
friend, a teacher, to literature, which answer our questions and give
us strength and hope to go forward. V

We know that we are in touch with a world, immortal and in-
visible, unknown, except vaguely, to men; but so great is the won-
der of it, that at times our courage fails us and we hardly dare to
hope.

Yet if we hesitate to go forward, still darker is the way be-
hind; we cannot turn backward, our intuition is too strong. We
wander amid thick clouds of ignorance and prejudice, but with an
inner consciousness that Light exists and with every effort which we
make towards the Light, our hope grows clearer, and our effort to
gain knowledge of the Beyond makes us capable of receiving the
Light.

“Opt
1. True hope is swift, and flies with swallow’s wings;

Kings it make gods, and rneaner creatures kings.
2. We see Hope doing its beneficent work in the various epochs

of human life, always bright, ever living, renewed every
moment and following after every grief, bearing to him
who suifers a ray of happiness.

3. The life of man is one of constant desire and hope, aroused
by the various sensations and incitements of the outer world;
developing little by little and growing stronger and more
engrossing with age.

4. Tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience‘; and
experience, hope.For by hope were we saved: but hope that is seen is not hope;
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we
hope for that which we see not, then do we with patience
wait for it.

6. If I would pray, I’ve nought to say
But this. that God may be God still.

9’. For I doubt not thro’ the ages one increasing purpose runs,
And the thoughts of men are widen’d with the process of the

suns.

‘C3!
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the Rainbow
Triumphal arch, that fi11’st the sky

When storms prepare to part
I ask not proud philosophy

To teach me what thou art.

Still seems as to my chi1dhood’s sight
A midway station given,

For happy spirits to alight
Betwixt the earth and Heaven.

And yet, fair how, no fabling dreams,
But words of the Most High,

Have told why first thy robe of beams
Was woven in the sky. 4

When o’er the green, undeluged earth
Heaverfs covenant thou didst shine,

How came the world's gray fathers forth
To watch thy sacred sign!

And when its yellow luster smiled
O’er mountains yet untrod,

Each mother held aioft her child
To bless the bow of God.

How glorious is thy girdle cast
O’er mountain, tower and town,

Or mirrored in the ocean vast,
A thousand fathoms down!

For, faithful to its sacred page,
Heaven still rebuilds thy span;

Nor lets the type grow pale with age,That first spoke peace to man.
-—To'zomas Campbell
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races as we at
to

Kbe ®utIook
We are living in great times~—-times of rare opportunity.
It is true, the storm clouds lower and it seems as if the

very foundations of our present civilization are threatened.
But humanity is still lord of its conditions and, if there is to bedtestruction, it will be followed by a better Order——-if man Wills
1 so.

On that“if” depends the future of the races as we at pres-
ent see them; and the opportunity of contributing to that
greater Order is ours.

The civilizationof our age which we have been accustomed
to applaud is certainly not without fault; at the present time
men are more than usually selfish and pleasure—loving. Com-
fort, Prosperity and Material Welfare are the objects of most
lives; there is a total lack of Principle, Right for right’s sake,
and Duty. Never has there been such open profiteering, slack-
ness of business-principle,graft and commercialism. The rich
are powerful and still increasing in power; the poor are op-pressed by the high costs of profiteering and are being still
further crushed.

There are promises of redress but nobody does anything.
All thesethingsare of necessity the forerunners of change;

for they cannot continue indefinitely.
The New Age will need Creators--men who shall have

studied the principles of thingsand who shall therefore know
how to build on sure foundations. In the new world things
must be because they are right, not because they are expedi-
ent, nor because some rich or powerful person wants them to
be so. Not becausetheyare now, nor yet because they happen
to be the opposite of some hated practice.

Therefore it is that we shall be needed; and we should
spend every free moment inspiring ourselves with thelives and
great deeds of past heroes, we should learn from them the
principles of their actions, we should study present conditions
in whatever department our life may lie and shape our immedi-
ate future with reference to this Greater Future.

It will not come immediately,although events are even now
shaping themselves; but already next year may see the begin-
ning of what are known in our Teachings as “The Great
Events,” 2'. e., the purging and purifying of mankind from ex-
cessive self-seeking. No longer shall we hear of “The survival
of the fittest,” but men will call for the “Fitting of the great-
est number to survive”-——'1‘HE BRGTHERHOOD OF MAN.



It may be years before the realization, but the stage is set
and the curtain is about to be raised. For the greater the
event, the slower and more deliberate its culmination! And
thiswill give us time for preparation.

Are you a financier? Then study the systems of Finance
in use in other Nations and the history of their success or fail-
ure. Look for theirprinciples. Are you a farmer? Study the
principles of supply as affecting the whole country—the world
even--and create in your mind, clearly defined and expressed,
such changes in laws as would help you (and others such. as
yourself) to better supply the demand and at the same time
live and prosper. Are you a teacher? Still more should you
be acquainted with the underlying causes of the present hap-
penings, with past history-for history repeats itself—with
the physical, moral and ethical matters at stake.

Whatever the place in the human scale that you occupy,
just there is your place to work until you see a better one.
Inform yourselves and be ready.

But before the upward movement, it would seem that we
must still descend into the very trough of the wave that is
later to bear mankind upon its crest triumphant. We may
have to suffer as other nations have suflfered——a new birth is
not without throes of pain especially in these days of stress
and strain. But no one regards the suffering in the light of
so great a Birth. Through suffering we learn and grow strong.

A good way of becoming“informed” on a subject is to hear
what men say on both sides of the great questions of the day,
following the moderate on each side ratherthan the extremist;
for the truth is always apt to be found about a central line.

Especially we need to develop in ourselves moral qualifica-
tions as well as mental ones; for, however true and exact may
be our presentation of any subject, it would be marred and ren-
dered ineifective by a proud spirit or a want of courage or of
brotherlylove.

Then, when the time and the opportunity present them-
selves, the Man will not be wanting.

In our next issue we will deal with this “Preparation” in
detail as its proper development needs a BULLETIN to itself.

TRANSMUTATION
“(Except a man be born again, he can not see the kingdom

of G .”
This is the theme of all great teachers, sometimes taught

openly in simple words, sometimes in parables, at other times
hidden in symbols; but however expressed, all with one voice
lay down as the first necessity for him who would lead the
higher life, who would know the truth,—regeneration,a new



birth, a change within his own substance. This is essential
before wisdom can come to him.

But the exact nature of this new birth has been the sub-
ject of much controversy, and the numberless sects and opin-
ions which we find around us show how many are the differ-
ent structures which may be built upon this teaching.

“What shall I do to be saved?” What is the Truth? Show
us wisdom, open our eyes that we may see,———here are cries we
hear on every side, and daily they grow louder and more
urgent. For a Great Light is even now immanent in our world
and drowsy souls are awakeningand looking for some one who
shall explain to them what it is that they see, one who shall
guide them in all truth.

“Ye must be born again.” Each individual must be self~
created, ‘a new creature by the conscious harmonizing of the
forces within him; and the method of this self-mastery is
given on the Emerald Table of Hermes Trismegistus: “Thou
shalt separate the earth from the fire, and the subtle from the
gross, gently, with great industry.” Free the soul from all
prejudice and vice, these are of the earth, gross matter, which
though good in its place must be recognized as impure and un-
fit for use till transmuted, until prejudice has become enlight-
enment, and vice been transformed into its corresponding
virtue.

Learn to know the real from the unreal, seek always, in all
your activities,after the true, the spiritual, the Divine, which
will burn away the dross and refine the inner nature. Nor
thinkthat this can be effected suddenly; the progress must be
gentle, and the whole force of the Will as well as of the intel-
lectual being must be concentrated upon the task. This is the
mystery of transmutation and redemption.

,“Live, 0 Disciple, neither in the present, nor in the future,
but in the Eternal.”

(From BULLETIN 0. E. S., Feb. 1?’, 1907’)
THE SUN STILL SHINES

When a man begins to grow fretful in his mind and pessi-
mistic regarding the outcome of worldly affairs it might be
well for him to go out somewhere on a mountaintop and study
the vastness of the universe with which we are surrounded.

A brief contemplation of the planets and the stars (with
due regard to the vast distances which they are from this
world, and the placidity with which they move from day to
day in their orbits, while at the same time consideration is
given to the fact thatman is but a mere infinitesimal atom on
a speck in the universe) will give man a mental poise and a
clearer conception of the great forces which are continuously



carrying out the affairs of all these worlds which are within
his contemplation. .

If at such a moment a man is minded to speculate on pos-sibilities he might consider promotion of an airline railroad
from the earth to the sun, and when he comes to realize thata
train traveling over such a road at the rate of sixty miles an
hour day and night would require about one hundred and
seventy-five years to make the journey, the little fussy affairs
of everyday life sink into insignificance.

It is well to keep in mind continuously the fact that the
sun still shines, although for the moment it may be shining on
the other side of our earth and not on our own side. In due
course, however, its genial rays will again Wa m and com-
fort us.

(From The Market Review, July 1, 1920)
LABOR AND TRADECONDITIONS lN AUSTRALIA
With the record abzmdcmce of work and the record scarcity

of labor (employees) just now prevailing throughout the
whole Commonwealth of Australia and the Dominion of New
Zealand, the working classes easily hold complete control of
the Industrial System out here.

Anythingsells well. There is plenty of money and employ-
ment and big wages; but they are almost neutralized by the
continuously increasing cost of living.

The “Workshy,” or “Go slow” System has becomequite an
industrial religion in all classes of work and a condition of
thingsaffecting quality as well as quantity of work turned out
—-reducing production.

Unionisrn very rightly is just now a very powerful ele-
ment in our economic system, and this condition of things
should exist for about one generation, since it seems to be very
general throughout the World.

There is a wave of prosperity just now visiting our part of
the world (Australia) so stupendous that it cannot reason-
ably be expected to last but a few years at such a fierce rate.
Now is the time for enterprising speculators in any sort of
proposition or scheme; and New Zealand is moving ahead,
even more remarkablythan Australia. Grand country, New
Zealand!

The War divided the workingclasses out here into two sec-
tions, and Capital bought over the brains of the Labour Party.
The Australian Federal Referendum or Conscription knocked
the bottom out of the Labour Party for some years to come.
The people are so easily fooled. The industrial economic force
of the future rests in Education.

_Free Agency has a wide range; everyone may please him-
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self; hence, good advice can only he meant for those who may
use it. But too much of the bulk section of Society will not
allow itself to be helped by good advice; indeed it is largely
nothingother than purely animal, often incapable of any bet-
ter mental effort or higher thought. Given a good employ-
ment with good wages and good conditions (plenty of money)
and the ignorant majority of the proletarian section of Society
will just reproduce itself to the very last effort.

Jealousy is one of the deadliest enemies Labour has to con-
tend with; instead of that solidarity, unity and socialistic
brotherhood of man one man is straining his level best to in-
jure the other man—-a strong argument in favor of “Indi-
vidualism,” a human weakness; and such is the case right
through the social system.

One of the strongest industrial forces of the future lies in
theeducation (by agitation) of the industrial masses of India,
China and Japan. —W. J. Hart

AWAKE MAN--AWAKEl
Foith within the man whispers: “Recall your experiences,

rememberyour falls, and the failuresin your struggles toward
knowledge. Did you not accomplish, even though at times in-
cidents on the way almost overcame you? You did succeed;
even the poorest was some measure of success. Don’t forget
that I--Faith, am still here. I will not desert you or ever
leave you willingly."

Courage speaks——first pleading for hearing, then growing
powerful as attention is aroused. “Listen, Man! Recall the
times when almost disheartened I persuaded you to try again!
How often have I taken hold with you at the last extremity
and shown you the way through. Have I ever failed you?
Come once more. It is only a test of your strength to prove
your worth. Shake oil the lethargy. Wake up! Man, this
calls for your best. Let us once more win.”

The man still listens, while he feels the renewed strength
of Faith, the power and energy of Courage.

Hope speaks, in quiet characteristic manner. “Never for-
get, Man, your early training. What do you suppose your
condition would have been without our assistance? Could you
have attained to this present important position unless we
three had been your constant companions? Seldom have you
mentioned to us your appreciation, but we love you, and are
constantly with you, at your side, to assist you in every act
you contemplate. Once more take strength from Faith,deter-
mination from Courage and from me take the knowledge that
failure is impossible. In unison we bid you select your desire
-—~rise, go forth and achieve.” --Livingstone
.1.
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MEDITATION
A little group of wise hearts is better than a wilderness

full of fools; and only that nation gains true territory which
gains itself.

But, as it is at their own peril that any race extends their
dominion in mere desire of power, so it is at their own still
greater peril that they refuse to undertake aggressive war,according to their force, whenever they are assured that their
authoritywould be helpful and protective.

Nor need you listen to any sophistical objection of the im-
possibilityof knowing when a people’s help is needed. or when
not. Make your national conscience clean, and your national
eyes will soon be clear.

No man who is truly ready to take part in a noble quarrel
will ever stand long in doubt by whom, or in what cause, his
aid is needed. ——-“War.” Ruskin

NOBLENESS
1. Human nature is a noble and beautifulthing.
2. All the sin of men I esteem as a folly which may be pre-

vented, not a necessity which must be accepted.
3. And my wonder, even when things are at their worst, is

always at the height which this human nature can
attain.

4. Thinking it high, I find it always a higher thing than I
thought it; while those who think it low, find it, and
will find it, always lower than they thought it; the factgelilng that it is capable of infinite height and infinite
a .

5. But the nature of it is in the nobleness and not in the
catastrophe.

6. All real joy and power of progress in humanity depend on
findingsomethingto reverence, and all the baseness and
misery of humanity begin in a habit of disdain.

7. Exactly in the degree in which you can find creatures
greater than yourself to look up to, in that degree, you
are ennobled yourself and, in that degree, happy.

« —Ruskin
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Che dzuest of Ctutb
Many loved Truth,and lavished life’s best oil

Amid the dusk of books to find her,
Content at-last, for guerdon of their toil,

With the cast mantle she hath left behind her.
Many in sad faithsought for her,
Many with crossed hands sighed for her;
But these, our brothers, fought for her,
At life's dear peril wrought for her,
So loved her that they died for her,
Tasting the raptured fieetness
Of her divine completeness:

Their higher instinct knew
Those love her best who to themselves are true,
And what they dare to dream of, dare to do;

They followed her and found her
Where all may hope to find,

Not in the ashes of the burnt-out mind,
But beautiful, with danger’s sweetness round her.

Where faith made whole with deed
Breathes its awakening breath
Into the lifeless creed,
They saw her plumed and mailed,
With sweet stern face unveiled,

And all—repaying eyes, look proud on them irideath.
-—- owell

Address all correspondence to Agnes E. lluruland.
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I
I

it
Give maps or preparation

The average person whom we meet casually in our walkthrough the world has no very definite views of life; he lives
from one day to another without any particular plan, trying
to get out of life as much joy, or if not joy, then pleasure, as
much comfort, prosperity and material welfare as possible. If
he succeeds in this, if he acquires material wealth and is able
to live at ease, he is considered by the world to have made a
success of life; while if his worldly possessions are moderate,
or if he has to struggle even to arrive at a competency, he is
classed as less fortunate according to his means.

Six days, at least, of most men’s lives are spent with this
standard in view; they toil day and even night oftentimes to
make a living, as it is called, or to heap up greater wealth, and
their thoughts as shown by their conversation and daily acts
are to the same end.

Now. while it is true thata man must and should work forthe livelihood of himself and of those dependent upon him, still
this should not be the one single aim of his life, or even the
principal one. 1

And while business ability is one of man’s acquirements
that gives him a certain standing in the community, this is
only rightly so because it marks his ability and shows that
he has developed certain characteristics, such as initiative,
perseverance, will—power, knowledge of human-nature, etc.,
above the average. When a person is respected just becausehe
possesses money, we have servility.

It is plain, then, that the general desire of men is to attain
“comfort, prosperity and material welfare.” This is shown by
their standard, their actions, their conversation and by the
way they spend their leisure.

And the reason for this sad prevalence of a low ideal is in
great measure to be found in an imperfect intellectual concep-tion of the real aims of life, of what man is able to do and why
he should prepare himself for the Great Endeavor.

For life is a great endeavor; it has a definite aim and
purpose-—general for all men and special and particular for
each according to his circumstances and possibilities.

And the crises of the present day call imperatively for the
very best that is in each and every man.

The general purpose of Man's life is union with God.
To this end all men are given such opportunities as will bring



them back to the Path when they wander unduly after lower
worldly aims.

Comfort, prosperity and material welfare are good in
themselves and to be enjoyed; they only become a snare when
theyassume thefirst place instead of thesecond in our lives.

The special purpose of the Life of each is an interesting
study; it CAN be discovered and must be diligentlysought after
until it is found. And meantime the “nearest duty” should be
cheerfully fcquiesced in and will‘ing1y*perfo:'med.*

These are the Days of Preparation; for the World is in a
turmoil and thisshould put every one of us on his mettle to do
what he can to help in so dire an emergency.

Now man's Preparation is One, Three-fold and Seven-fold:
One, as explained above: to learn how to become united with
God; Three~fold: to learn the three duties of his manhood, his
Duty to God, his Duty to Himself, and his Duty to his Fellow—
man; and Seven-fold: to learn how to perform in the world
all the duties of his station of which functions there are seven.

When these have been separately understood and practised
they are all unified and becomesubservient to theFirst: Union
with God through the Special Purpose or Calling of each Life
as that has been discovered.

Life is, or should be, an orderly procedure, in which there
are many different and seemingly conflictinginterests, and his
problem is to harmonize these and give to each its due propor-
tion and value.

In regard to the Threeéfold Duties I shall say little because
I have so often written of these, I will only say that there is
in most lives a tendency to minimize the Duty to God; while in
others the duty to some one member of the family who is
selfish and irascible is often believedto outweigh all other con-
siderations. It is for each one of us to make his own balance
according to his own lights.

The Seven Works of which I have spoken are little known
in theworld today; but whoever would round out his character
and perform in the world thatmission assigned to him by God

‘must at least aspire to them all and commence them as and
when the opportunity comes to him, or as he himself can make
thatopportunity.

1. The first of these is Self-Development-——studyingone’s
own qualities, difficulties and possibilities,meditating on the
highest ideals as yet known or realized, putting them in prac-
tice in the daily experience and making them a part of the
being. Leisure must be provided and some privacy.

2. Let your light shine! By word or deed, or both, arouse
in those about you an interest and love for the higher ideals
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you are living; lose no opportunity of suggesting the rightpoint of view, of turning the conversation towards the positiveand away from the negative, inspire in others about you rightprinciples, always respecting the law of reserve.
3rd is the Work of Perpetuation or provision for the con-

tinuance of the Teachings to the next generation by training
up one or more of the younger members presumably of one’s
familyand communicating to them all that he has learned or
gained of whatever kind and of all his experiences and the con-
sequences following them. Or in default of children these
should all be carefully and clearly committed to writing and so
bestowed thatthey will not be lost to the race.

4. The Work of Order. The disciple should so live that
his life is an orderly one, in every department. And not only
so but there should be brought about, so far as possible,
economy and thrift in the household over which he rules, if
any; cleanliness, neatness and good management in all things,
the lesser should be subordinated to the spiritual and more im-
portant, and the whole be unified.

5. Teaching. All members of the familyover whom, as a
parent, one has control should be taught and directed in the
mental, moral and spiritual life and aided to reach a higher
level of usefulness in the world as well as a more vital
spiritual life.

6 & 7. It is very important to CREATE A CENTER from
which the light shall shine, such, for example, as a well-ord-
ered and carefully instructed family,or to FOUND some Circle
or organization where those of similar thought and experience
can find their due place and which shall transmit in a perma-
nent form all the Teachingsthat theyhave received. A family
tradition handed down fosters a strong sense of family pride
and loyalty which later grows into right feeling and right rela-
tions with other men whatever their standing, their nation-
ality,or religion. The membersof this body should be taught
to keep its honor untarnished and to make of it a worthy in-
strument for the use of Providence Itself.

According to our Teachingsthe duty of a man to his family
and through them to the community and the human race is of
great importance and should receive his most earnest atten-
tion up to the age of fifty years or so.

In this sphere, that is in the family life, a man can begin
all of the preparation that we have outlined with especial
advantage, since it provides him with the necessary instru-
ments both of authorityand of service.

All of these things, however, are far from the thoughts
of most men and women of the present times; and so great is
the confusion of thought and of conditions that great diiiicul-
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ties stand in the way of those who will try to realize them.
Still everyone should be able to find some one at least of these
seven that he has already begun to practise, and by adding to
it and commencing another, he will make progress that will
surprise him and that will be a blessing to the human race.
For ORDER is what is most urgently needed at the present time.

HE WHO FEELS HIS HEART BEAT PEACEFULLY
HE SHALL HAVE PEACE

faith
There is no unbelief;
Whoever plants a seed beneaththe sod,
And waits to see it push away the clod,

He trusts in God.

Whoever says, when clouds are in the sky,
“Be patient, heart; light breaketh by-and-by,”

Trusts the Most High.
Whoever sees, ’neath winter's fields of snow,
The silent harvest of the future grow,God’s power must know.

Whoever lies down on his couch to sleep,
Content to lock each sense in slumber deep,

Knows God will keep.
Whoever says, “Tomorrow,” “The Unknown,”
“The Future,” trusts the power alone

He dares disown.

The heart that looks on when the eyelids close.
And dares to live when life has only woes,

God's comfort knows.

There is no unbelief;
And day by day, and night, unconsciously,
The heart lives by that faith the lips deny-

God knoweth why. ~

-——Edwa:rd Bulwer Lytton
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FREEDOM
Lackof restraint, or lack of law, is not freedom. Freedom

does not mean license. Man is not the “Lord of all”—he is
one of many beings, a part of society, and his expression is
altogether dependent upon his environment.

The world is changing so rapidly thatwe cannot keep pace
with events, and reflect. It is as though a simmering kettle
suddenly boiled over and needed undivided attention. The fire
of discontent has aroused the emotions, and the spectacle of
uncontrolled action is everywhere present. Civilization has
these occasions of upheaval, periodically.

When the American colonists demanded liberty, it was
national independence they sought. They had developed na-
tional ideals in their individual thought,and desired the oppor-tunity to establish them. Though their numbers were few in
comparison, they were pioneers in spirit, strong enough to
stand alone and thinkideas of development, collectively. They
wanted Freedom for a nation, not Freedom for the individual.
When they took leave of their native shores, it gave evidence
of their courage, and because they desired to worship their
ideals in their own way, they stood the storm and stress of
developing a virgin country.

We can see thattheyhad becomequalified to thinkof Free-
dom sensibly. Herein lies the keynote. Freedom means gov-
erned or controlled individuality first~—then governed collect—
ively. When the individual is self—controlled from the inner
power thatmakes him a personality,he is in a position thathe
can understand freedom’s relation to others; free to do good
without question or permission, free to act in constructive
ideals, free to think. Man is not free to degrade society in
any manner, to indulge in indiscriminate acts that blur men's
visions, to commit crime, to exhibit uncontrolled passion; but
is called upon to discriminate and act Wisely for the best good
of all. —Lim'ngstone

Published Bhoeekw by
THE ORIENTAL ESGTEBIC SOCIETY. 1148 Q Stetrr. S. W.. Wasnxsowox. D. C.

Into: 6 non in August sud sooumoc: and 3 men in December and January
Annual subscription 81.00: to all countries outside of the United States. its depend»

coma. Mexico. Cuba. Panama and the Canal zone. 1 n. (8150) : 8 mos. (Tic).



return:
nothing it

TESTS
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
or

MEDITATION
The circumstances of your life are not the result of accié

dent or chance; they originate from past causes of your own
making, perhaps even in past lives. And they are grouped to-
gether now and brought to you for adiustment in order to
prove your sincerity, or your self—control, or your interpretaw
tion of a truth, perhaps. According as you recognize their
value and make use of the discipline they bring, you will arise
and grow strong. 5

These tests are, indeed, to be found in the lives of all,
whether or no they have consecrated themselves to service, for
every one of us, however ignorant, is within the temple-school
of humanity; but this difference is at once apparent-—the dis-
ciple employs consciously the vicissitudes of life in the build-
ing of character, each experience leaving him enriched and
strengthened: the trifler, on the other hand, either does not
recognize his opportunity but looks the other way, or he casts
the burden upon the already over—loaded shoulders of a
brother. Not so, however, does he escape the test; he may re-
fuse it again and again, but it will continue to block his path
in one shape or anotheruntil he overcomes it.

-——Ma.2-slwnd

TESTS
1. The tests of the disciple are not given in writing but in the

blood of the heart. '

2. One of the first tests is that of receiving blame patiently,
whether just or unjust—even gladly, as a means of
growth.

3. We are always being placed in difficult positions, to see
how we will extricate ourselves, and those who are
strong get some very hard lessons.

4. Ye who are seeking for light, answer me-—Which would
you choose, happiness or growth? Pleasure or service? *

Desire or self-sacrifice.
5. It is not by repudiating the ties which life has wound

about us that we can free ourselves from them, but by
recognizing them as tests, lessons to be learned.

6. Have you been humbled to the very dust by the hand of
God? ~Give thanks that you may come from the fire
purified.

7. Esoterisrn offers all things; it demands all in return: all
or nothingit asks; all or nothingit gives.



Addl!'Mllli all eGlITelllpolllldeaee to AtPa- lIll. Man"'''
1"" Q Street. N. W .. Walll....IIt.lIII. D. C.

POlit·Oft1ce .t Wull·

freebom
Great Truthsare portions of the soul of man;

Great souls are portions of eternity;
Each drop of blood that e’er through true heart ran

With lofty message, ran for thee and me;
For God’s law, since the starry song began,

Hathbeen, and still forevermore must be,
That every deed which shall outlast Time’s span

Must goad the soul to be erect and free;
Slave is no word of deathless lineage sprung,-—

Too many mighty poets lived and sung,
And our good Saxon, from lips purified

With martyr-fire, throughout the world hath rung,
Too long to have God's holy cause denied.

—Lowel£

Address all correspondence to Asia E. Marslund.
1443 Q Street. N. W». Washington. D. G.

Entered u second-clue nutter Jun: 19, 1909. at the Post-Omco at Wuh-
inxton. D. C... under Act of March 8. 1879.
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WI-“CH IS’ MORE REASONABLE:

THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN BELIEF CONCERNING THE
LIFE AFTERDEATH, OR BELIEF IN REINCARNATTON?

INTRODUCTION
There is perhaps no question of more universal and vital

interest to all classes of people thanthatof what happam to us
after thedeath of our bodies, if indeed we are entities to whose
existence the body is not essential. There are in general three
important beliefs on this subject: (1) the materialistic belief
that there is no immortal soul and that a man's life ceases as
an individual life with that of his body; (2) the orthodox
Christian belief in the continuation of the soul's existence
after the body’s death, but not in its return to earth; and
finally, (3) the belief in reincarnation. There is also a fourth
belief,held by comparatively few, that the body is resurrected
on a judgment day and lives eternally on this earth. In this
paper, however, we shall make no attempt to discuss the first
and last of these four beliefs.

In arguing the comparative reasonableness of the orthc>
dox Christian beliefconcerningthe life after deathand the be-
lief in reincarnation, then, it is of course necessary to assume
that the human being has a soul. This soul, it is further
assumed, is not dependent on the body for its existence, after
it is once created; and therefore continues to live after the
death of the body, retaining its individuality.

Granting these assumptions, it becomes necessary first of
all to define the orthodox Christian belief concerning the life
after death, and the belief in reincarnation. By the former is
meant that the human soul is created at the same time as the
body it inhabits, but that when the body dies this soul contin-
ues to exist. Its future existence may be in a paradisal heaven,the conception of which varies with the particular creed and
personality of the orthodox Christian-—in general, how-
ever, it is a place of eternal happiness, worship, and goodness.
Or according to some orthodox Christians--for we include
Roman Catholics under this head--the soul may live in pur-gatory, a place in which the soul becomes cleansed of its
earthineas,eventually to ascend into heaven. Finally,the soul
may go to a hell, the conception of which is as varied as that
of heaven. It may safely be said, however, that hell is as
mined by all orthodox Christians to be a place or condition of



gtreat torment, whether of body or of soul. This torment is.
ascending to some, everlasting, aceording to others, long-coirtinned. but at lengthmitigable to a greater or less degree-—in
fact some hold thata.l.~1.souls will sometime ascend into heaven.
Under no circumstances. however, is it soul reincarnation.

The Divine justice is upheld by them somewhat as follows:
Those who are born on earth with poor op.portluni«ti:es and
defective facultieshave this made up to them by eternal hap-pinem after death. Consequently the fortunate on earth,hav-
ing had their reward, do not have such great happiness in the
after life as the others. If a man does wrong, he is generally
punished for it after he dies, and if he does right he is re-
warded for this. If the wrong is great enough he euifers for
a long time or eternallyin hell; if the right is greatenough, he
receives eternal reward in heaven.

This justice is not however a stern justice. If a man has
done wrong, he may avoid any future punishment by merely
asking pardon of the Divine Being, according to some, or ac-cording to others, by beingdeclared forgiven by a priest, or by
inducing the soul of a saint, an angel, or Jesus to intercedevvithegod for him, or finally,if he is properlysorry thathe has
emu .By thebelief in reincarnation is meant the belief thatthe
soul exists before the birth of the body as well as after its
death, and that it is born upon earth in different bodies at dif-
ferent times. For the sake of clearness, the course of the soul
only after its present incarnation will be briefly traced, it “be-
ing understood that those who uphold this theory ‘believethat
the course before was similar. When the body dies, the soul
enters a place or condition similar to the purgatory described
above. In time, it leaves this place and if the life of the indi-
vidual has been well used, enters a state similar to the broader
Christian ideas of heaven-—-a state in which the soul enjoys the
iruits of its labors on earth, has definite useful work to do and
is happy in the realization of all of its desires. When a soul
has been in the heavenly state until the world has advanced
far enough to have new lessons for it, and when the"right con-
ditions of heredity and environment for thatsoul’s instruction
are present upon earth, the soul is reincarnated. it has poten-tially the benefit of all its past experience, and its condition of
birth is that for which it prepared when here before. A soul
which has done evil would probably return to earth after a
comparatively brief stay in thepurgatorial state, as it had not
learned the lessons of theearth.

.After the soul has learned, this doctrine contmues, all that
there is to be learned on this earth, it is incarnated -upon am-



otherplanet-—not necessarilyof thissolar system—where con-
ditions are more advanced, until at lengththe soul has acquired
a consciousness and experience approaching the Divine, and
becomes with the Divine a cause, no longer an effect. This
need not be gone into more fully here, as the general argument
will scarcely touch upon so remote a condition. In general, the
beliefto which we shall havemost occasion to refer will be that
the soul evolves, like the body, that this evolution is the result
of many incarnations, and that the conditions of birth are
wholly the result of past lives.

The inequalities of birth,therefore, are explained as being
caused by the difference in the previous lives of the souls; con-
sequently there is no recompense needed. Every act that a
man commits reacts upon him in this life or another—in other
words, there must be an effect of every cause. The only excep-
tion to this law is that if a man reaches the state hinted at
above, of being the cause of effects, he naturally is beyond the
reach of the earth’s sphere of attraction, he would not fall to
earth, or more exactly, if he became gravitation itself, he
would not be influenced by gravitation. But this again will
not enter into our argument to any great extent.

Having then defined the two beliefs, we may look into the
claims of each to being more reasonable than the other. One
of the first contentions of Orthodox Christians is that Christ's
teachings are opposed to reincarnation. They assume that
this is so merely becauseall orthodox Christian Churches have
quite diiferent conceptions of the life after death. Then they
say that while of course we being finite cannot see the Work-
ings of infinite justice, God is just. Again, they say thatthose
people who have believed in reincarnation are among the less
enlightened, less progressed and less moral people of the
world. They cite the great progress of the Christian nations
in science and the great material civilizationof the Occident,
and compare with these the caste system of the Hindus, the
lack of progress in science in eastern nations, and the rela-
tively poor material civilization in India and Japan. Since a
doctrine is to be known by its fruits, they say that reincarna-
tion is obviously a fallacy. Finally,in refutation of a beliefof
the reincarnationists, they hold that man can never reach
Christ's estate, for Christ is one with God, and is it not blas-
phemy to say that man may become God?

The believers in reincarnation, on the other hand, say that
Christ taught reincarnation. This theyassume from an inter-
pretation of some of his sayings which they believe point to-
ward theirdoctrine. Then theysay thatby theirdoctrine man
can see the divine justice in all things. Again, they hold that



those who have believed in reincarnation are among the most
enlightened people in the world, that they have made greater
progress than the orthodox Christian nations, and that, as
nations, they are more moral than the orthodox Christian
countries, such as Germany, France, Italy, England and the
United States. Finally they maintain that man can in time
reach Christ's estate of oneness with the Father.

When we sum up these contentions, then, the question re-
solves itself to the following points: Do Christ's teachings in-
dicate thathe believed in reincarnation? Which system better
explains existing conditions? Which belief has had the more
beneficial effect on its followers, morally, intellectually, relig-
iously and scientifically? Which appeals to our minds as being
more in accordance with observed facts? Which holds out the
greater hope to mankind?
THE BELIEF IN REINCARNATION IS MORE REASONABLE

THAN THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN BELIEF
ARGUMENT

In our introduction we agreed that of the two beliefs con-
cerning life after death—-theorthodox Christian beliefand the
belief in reincarnation—that one was the more reasonable
which proved to have been taught by Christ, to explain better
the existing conditions, to have had the better effect upon
those who ‘held it, to be more in accordance with observed
facts and to hold out the greater hope to mankind. In this
paper we shall try to show that the belief which satisfies all
these conditions is the belief in reincarnation. -

It first becomesnecessary then, to show thatChrist's teach-
ings indicate that he believed in reincarnation. That saying
of His which stands out in all our minds as most directlyshow-
ing this is the one in Matthew (xi, 14), “And if ye are willing
to receive it, this is Elijah, which is to come,” speaking of
course, of John the Baptist, and again a little later, “But I say
unto you that Elijah is come already and they knew him not,
but did unto him whatsoever they listed. . . . Then un-
derstood the disciples that he spake unto them of John the
Baptis .” (Matt. xvii, 12, 13.) Besides these two statements
which are pretty convincing, I think, there is never a hint at
denial of the doctrine, although it was a prevalent idea among
the Jews, as shown in the question, “Who did sin, this manor
his parents, that he was born blind?" (John ix, 2),asked of
Jesus by the disciples. Since the Old Testament is adopted
uniformlyby the orthodox Christian Churches, I thinkit may
be well to quote a few of the passages pointing to the belief
in reincarnation, and thus also support further the statement



thattheidea was prevalent among the Jews. Jeremiah writes
(-1, 5), “The word of the Lord came unto me, saying, before I
formed thee I knew thee, and before thou wast born I sancti-
fied thee and ordained thee a prophe ” In Malachi (iv, 5)
there is thedefinite statement thatElijah will come again, and
in the Wisdom of Solomon (ix, 15), Solomon says: “Being
good I came intoa body undefiled.” Then thedoctrine is verystronglyupheld -by such early Christian fathersas Origen. He
says in one place (I. xxxii): “Is it not more in conformity
with reason that every soul for certain mysterious reascms
. . . is introduced into a body and introduced according to
its deserts and former actions?” And in another he says that
“thehardening of the heart was only to enable Pharaoh to see
the evil of his ways, so that in future lives, having learned the
lesson . . . he also might return to righteousness of liv-
ing . .. .” (III, 1, 17). And yet again, Origen says
(11, ix, 7) : “It would be unjust if God loved Jacob and hated
Esau before theywere born, and, theonly way to reconcilethat
declaration with the justice of God, is to say that Esau was
reaping the fruits of past evil while Jacob was reaping
the fruits of past good.” In this same connection, Jerome
(Letter to Avitus) says: “If we examine the case of
Esau, we may find that he was condemned because of his
ancient sins in 2. worse course of life.” Similarstatements are
so common in the literature of the early Christian Church, that
Church which used Christ's teachings most directly, that there
is no doubt as to the status of opinion of these early Church
fathers. As is well known also, the Gnostics, and the Kabul-
ists, those who studied the deeper meaning of Christianity
and Judaism, fully believed in reincarnation. This belief
obviously has, therefore, is good many claims to being Chris-
tian and moreover it is impossible literally to accept Christ’s
teaching “Ask and ye shall receive,” unless the doctrine of re-
incarnation be accepted. For we manifestly cannot receive
many things in this one life, however much we may desire
them. And to say of thisstatementthat it applies only to spir-
itual things is to deprive it of much of its value, and to make
laws which govern the spiritual world fundamentallydiffering
from those governing the natural world. Obviously if we
allow such an interpretation we remove all the eiiicacy of
prayer on any but spiritual planes. In other words, unless We
accept literally these words of Christ, there is no use in pray-
ing for -health, success, our friends’ safety, and the vast num-
ber of other things for which every orthodox Christian prays,
relying on the literalness of these words.

C W W
(To be continued)



BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE

2.

4.

6.

P"blfdell Hi.weell:l,I bit
SOCIETY, 1314 L 8TIll!l1llT,
and and

all
aad

N. W., WUI!UNGTON, D. O.
December and

8Utll8, ItII ••
; 8 moa.

MEDITATXON
Esoterism declares the invisible to be more real than the

visible, the life than the form, the soul than the body.
This is the principle thatdistinguishes esoterism on the one

hand, from the judgment of the intellectual man, on the other
—-the Christ-life from worldly belief. The life of the disciple
of esoterism is marked by a living faith in the invisible, and a
knowledge of the truth from experience. He does not believe,
he knows!

“What Esoterism Is.” Mwrslomd
It is through the intuitive faculties that the evidence of

man's immortality exists. Reasoning alone will not bring the
truth home. _It has to be wedded to intuition, the Divine spark
which leads to the Eternal Itself, thus bearing in blazing let-
ters of flame the Great Truth: The Kingdom of Heaven is
Within—-seekand ye shall find.
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BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE
1. Why long and look for thatwhich is beyond all hope until

the inner eyes are opened? Why not piece together the
fragments that We have at hand, and see whether from
themsome shape cannot be given to thevast puzzle?

Collins, Through the Gates of Gold
Sometimes in my dreams or in my moments of spiritual

ecstasy, my soul becomes more than sensitive.
I am cgnscious of the harmonies that fill the ethereal

wor .

I feel at times that there are innumerable spheres in my
being, mental, intellectual, spiritual, divine.

I am sure thatthe soul's destiny is to inhabit such spheres,
each in turn, until in some perfect world final evolution

is attained.
6. I realize that only my assiduons efforts can regulate the

vibrations of my being so as to bring them into har-
mony with the perfect and eternal vibrations of the
transcendent worlds.

'7. Then, and only then, shall I stand face to face with the
unclouded eternal truths of God. Van der Naillen
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Where is the true man's fatherland?
_

Is it where he by chance is born‘?
Doth not the yearning spirit scorn

In such scant borders to be‘ spanned?
0 yes! his fatherland must be
As the blue of heaven Wide and free!‘

Is it alone where freedom is,
Where God is God and man is man?
Doth he not claim a broader span

For the sou1’s love of home than this?
0 yes! his fatherland must be
As the blue heaven wide and free!

Where’er a human heart doth Wear
Joy’s myrtle-wreath or sorrow’s gyves,
Where’er a human spirit strives

After a life more true and fair,
There is the true man's birthplace grand,
His is a world-wide fatherland!
Where’er a single sieve doth pine,

Where’er one man may help another-
ThankGod for such a birthright,brother,-—

That spot of earth is thine and mine!
There is the true man's birthplacegrand,
His is a world—wide fatherland!

—--Lowell

Addteu all correspondence to Agnes E. Mutsland,
1314 L Street. N. ‘W.. Washington, D. C.

Entered as aeccmd~c1ass matter June 19. 1909. at the Post—0mce at Wash-
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WHICH IS MORE REASONABLE:
THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN BELIEF CONCERNING THE
LIFE AFTERDEATH. OR BELIEF IN REINCARNATIONP

(Continued)
To many people, however, the proof thatthe doctrine of re-

incarnation is eminently Christian is no indication of its rea-
sonableness. It seems to me, on the contrary, that, when a
Church is founded on the teachings of Christ, the Old Testa-
ment and the early Church Fathers, and yet holds a belief

'radically different from that shown to have been taught by
those three authorities,the belief of that Church is less rea-
sonable in regard to the point of variance, than the beliefheld
by those on whose opinion the Church is established.

Neverthelessthere are other indicationsfar more convinc-
ing to the man of today. In science we accept as true, for the
time being at least, thathypothesis which best explains exist-
ing conditions. Let us examine a few well known phenomena,
and then apply the explanations of each doctrine to them.

In the first place, we have the striking inequalities of birth
——one man is born in poverty and squalor, another in wealth
and luxury; one man is born a Hercules,‘ another a deformed
cripple; one man is born with the most brilliant intellect, an-
otheran idiot. And so the inequalitieswhich all of us see daily
extend on bonndlessly. Orthodox Christianity makes no at-
tempt at explanation; it merely tells us blindly to believe that
there is justice behind all, but that this justice is beyond our
finite powers of comprehension. This may satisfy the man
who is fortunate, but how can the oppressed accept such
a conception of justice? And is it not reasonable to suppose
that the Divine Being works with definite, comprehensible
laws? It was just such a conception of 21 Being who created
the World in seven literal days in a manner totally opposed to
the laws we now see acting,which Darwin did so much to dis-
pel. If religion and science are not to be vitally opposed we
must accept as a fact that God works with laws, and that by
observation and thought we can attain some perception of
these laws.

The doctrine, or hypothesis, of reincarnation says that
’

every effect must have a cause and every cause an effect. Thus
supposing a man to have lived on earth before, and, having a
free Will, to have developed differently from his fellow men, it
at once becomes plain thathe will be born under different con-
ditions from his fellows; for he will come into a body, and into



conditions of heredity and environment which are the direct
effect of his past life. Then, by the other law of reincarna-
tion, that man is given (or rather his soul is attracted to)
those conditions which give it the greatest opportunity for
development; a man may know that however hard his lot
may be, in it he can find those opportunities which he most
needs. The pragmaticvalue of this is obvious.

Another phenomenon known to all of us is thebirthof geni-
uses from parents apparently in no way capable of developing
the marvelous power in them——such a case as that of Shake-
speare, which, although only one of many, we will consider as
it is so familiarto us. Here, as in most practical phenomena,
orthodox Christianity offers no explanation, but merely a dog-
matic statement that God gave Shakespeare the powers he
had, and thatin some way it is compatible with Divine Justice
that Shakespeare should have had the gift of genius bestowed
upon him instead of you or I.

But the reincarnation hypothesis, with its simple, definite,
universal law of cause and effect, explains the matter instantlyby sayingthatthe very fact of Shakespeare's genius was in it-
self proof of long effort and desire in the past-—the effect must
have its cause, and the cause lies in the individual past of de-
sire and Work; If we are truly to have free Will, it is essential
that we have the power of accomplishing that which we will,
for otherwise our wills would not be free, but mere playthings
with which We could work in specified, or preordained direc-
tions but not in any direction which we may wish. In order
that we may have free will then, reincarnation is necessary,and any effect, such as thatof genius, may at once be explained
on the ground of free will and reincarnation. As We stated in
the introduction, the reincarnationhypothesis includes the the-
ory that a man carries over from one life to another the pow-
ers and experience gained in each, this is of course necessaryto the explanation of geniuses.

There is one more phenomenon which has always caused
more or less perplexity and speculation, that we shall take uphere-—that of the decay of races. Babylonia, Egypt, Greece,Rome, Turkey,and Spain, all have risen to world supremacy,
yet each has decayed—the life of each beinglike thatof a man,with a birth, a growth, a prime, a senescence and a death.
How is this explained? I know of no hypothesis, except that
of reincarnation,which gives any satisfactoryexplanation. In
a single instance like that of Rome, we can find things which
seem to explain its fall—such things as tyranny, love of lux-
ury, etc. But when we see every nation decaying in the same
way, the decay, like the senescence of the individual, requires
a universal explanation. It is very well to say that John



Smith died of dropsy, James Brown of heart-failure, and so
forth, but when every man grows old and dies, we demand a
general explanation. So it is with the death of nations. Re-
incarnation shows that since We are only attracted to those
conditions which are most useful to us, those who have learned
all that a nation has to offer will not be reincarnated in that
nation. But those who have failed in that nation’s lessons—-
the weak willed, the stumbling, and even the criminals, need
the lessons of the nation and are therefore reincarnated in it.
The obvious result is that the type of men born in a nation,
after a period of blossoming, is distinctly inferior, and steadily
deteriorates, as the better ones learn the lessons and Wait for
more advanced states in which to be born, while the Worse
keep returning until they either sink beneathor rise above the
level of the nation. It is again a simple explanation of a
rather perplexing phenomenon.

To shift now from this more scientific method of proof to
the pragmatic method, we shall take up briefly the effects on
the people who hold the two hypotheses. As representing the
upholders of the orthodox Christian belief, we shall take the
United States, England, Germany, France and Italy, while we
shall take Japan and Burma as representative of the nations
believing in reincarnation. In comparing the morals of the
two types, I know no better method than the comparison of
criminal statistics. which although they only deal with one
class of morals, at least tend to indicate the general moral
standard. These figures become more significant, I think,in a
tabular form, as one can compare them at a glance thus: They
are, as far as I have been able to obtain them, as follows:

Accused of crime, in a year, per million inhabitants:
Japan, 2,396; Germany, 10,230; France, 6,084.

Convicted of homicide (same scale): Burma, 48; United
States, 104; Italy, 120.

Convicted of serious offence (same scale): Japan, 121;
England and Wales, 320.

Convicted of minor offences (same scale): Japan, 2,225;
England and Wales, 17,211.

Convicted of theft (same scale): Burma, 624; England,
2,280; France, 1,280; Italy, 2,210.

These figures show that in no case are there more than
half, and that in some cases there are less than one~seventb.
as many crimes in the reincarnationcountries as in the ortho-
dox Christian. As to the moral standard in other respects, we
can only rely on the reports, often unreliable and contradic-
tory, of the travelers in these countries. In general, however,
I think that the report is pretty consistently that while
woman's position in Japan and Burma is lower than in the
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United States, and While there are many more young mar-
riages (but it must be remembered that Orientals mature
much earlier than we do), yet those things which We con-
sider immoral, such as drinking, promiscuousness with
women, divorce, possibly smoking, and even cheating, are dis-
tinctlyless in these two Oriental countries than in Europe and
America. As for truthfulness, there is so much dispute, that
it is impossible to know which nations are more truthful, but
it is certain that the doctrines accompanying that of reincar-
nation are far stronger in their stand against any falsehood
whatever, even thesociety lie, thanthe orthodoxChristian doc-
trines.

Besides this morality on the part of the nations holding
the reincarnation hypothesis, there is far greater intellectual
development than is usually sup sed. The attacks in this
regard are no longer leveled at apan, but are still thrown
at India. What scientific achievements have the Hindus ac-
complished? Did they invent railroads, telephones, telegraphs,
automobilesor airships? Are their houses steam-heated and
electric-lighted? What right have they to claim a progress in
any way approaching that of the West? No, the Hindus, or
the Burmese since we are trying to confine ourselves to these,
do not have steam heat and electric lights, nor do they care at
all for such things. They have ideals above the material, and
hold material comfort as a means, not an end. “How will
electric lights improve my knowledge of why the earth was
created?” asks the reincarnationist. Again, they did not in-
vent artificial means of rapid communication and transporta-
tion, “for,” says the Burmese, “I have plenty of time——as much
time on thisearth as I want, and moreover, I can develop with-
in myself powers of communication and locomotion vastly
easier, more rapid, more eflicient, and less expensive than any
of your complicated electric wireless telephones.” In short,
the reincarnationist looks down on the petty material prog-
ress of the West as a mere waste of time. Why should one go
to so much trouble to construct a wireless telephone, when
with a little practice he can develop thought transference
powers? v

Scientifically,the East knew of evolution, the circulation of
the blood, and hypnotism, for instance, centuries before the
West dreamed of it. And they claim to have a more thorough
knowledge of electricity than we have-—but this I don’t know.
I just know they claim it—a knowledge of a human electricity
so powerful as to outdo the greatest Western dynamos, an
electricity‘ of which our so-called “animal magnetism” is a
hint.



But aside from this, the abilityto control the intellect, to
concentrate wholly, to kill or create a thought, is certainly de-
veloped by the Japanese and Burmese in a manner astonishing
to us, poor victims of our brain’s fancies as most of us are.

Of course religiously the reincarnationists are away be-
yond us. Their religion is a part of their lives. It explains
their facts. It runs their business. It upholds their science.
It is their daily thought. There is no double set of morals-—
one religious, the other commercial. There is no double set of
beliefs, one religious, the other scientific. Their religion em-
braces all in one grand whole. « C. W. W.

(To be continued)
DlSCRlMlNATlON

Were the power mine to give, I would endow every being
with a great enlargement of discrimination;--that ability
which by use of reason we are able to separate the important
from the unimportant.

The real things in life are those that tend to build, develop
and improve. Whatever tends to criticize, separate or dis-
integrate, means that the thought which is trying to express
will have to be rebuilt. All poor effort clogs the way, and like
poor material has to be thrown aside or reassorted before be-
ing used. The larger portion of our time is spent in doing
things that are not assisting in a constructive way. This re-
sults in impeding our progress. If we all had the abilityto
thinka clear, straight effort to its finish, like driving a horse
along a well-beaten route, life would be a very simple process
of development. But as each individual has to think out his
own route, to a great extent, it appears at times to be a blind

. wandering, with many turnings and windings, that carry
us far from the desired end; primarilybecause our intensity
and our earnestness is misdirected. This means effort,
without direct definite aim, and can be compared to a
steam boiler full of leaks, whose steam escapes through
crevasses, and thus wastes power.

The gift that I would give, were the power mine, would be
that the individual might be able before starting in any given
or intended direction, to reason out clearly the details of the
situation as he sees it, and by thinkingcould blaze the way
through the unknown field. He could see many of the
obstacles to be overcome, and like surveying the route would
be prepared to meet many things, that would have to be en-
countered. By this means one can decide whether or no the
desire is Worth while before attempting it.

—-Litiingstone



EXPIRATION AND INSPIRATION
1. on
2. It is spi:ritllal, merltal, i:J,i:5L.li:J,l, ethlerlC

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

MEDITATION
Man’s life, as a whole, is one great expression of those

qualities that lie dormant within him-—qualities that he has
himself created and stored up in all his former lives. Thus he
gives forth his little universe. This is expiration. Arrived at
maturity, he begins to in-spire and draw back into himself all
these activitieshe has perfected, and dies, so to speak, thathe
may be ready for another expression.

The process of dying, or inspiring—drawing back the
activities into the individual——is not a momentary happening,
as it is usually supposed, but is spread over a long period of
time. From the moment of maturity we begin, like the acorn,
to return, by inspiration, to the bosom of the Father, and to
withdraw and perfect within ourselves those experiences and
those qualities that we would express in our next earth—life..
It is ever the same cycle—-the coming forth of activities from
the invisible, their manifestation in infinite variety, and their
gradual return to the invisible when perfected.

“What Esoterism Is”-—-Ma.rsland
EXPIRATION AND INSFWRATION

1. The Breathmanifests on all the planes of Being.
2. It is spiritual, mental, astral, ethericand physical in suc-

cession as its vibrations gradually slow down; but the
same law always holds good-—Expiration and Inspira-
tion, and then Expiration again—eternally.

3. Humanity is at the point where spirit and matter may be
consciously blended and the invisible brought forward
into the visible.

4. When the balance is well adjusted we have health and
strength with all that accompany these conditions.
When the balance is disturbed, the power and useful-
ness of the life are interrupted and lessened.

5. We must breathe in from all spheres, and, after elaborat-
ing the breath, give out, as forcefully as we can, the
ideas we have proved by our experiments.

6. Some of us forget that “breath"consists of a double flow;
we encourage the inflow of whatever gives us pleasure,Jiiioit we neglect to provide a channel for an equal out-

w.
7. The whole problem of life consists in learninghow to effect

thebest possible combinationof all the forces which we
require to use for the purpose we have in view.

Pubitshed Bi-weekly by
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Suffering
Evil is only the slave of Good;

Sorrow the servant of Joy;
And the soul is mad that refuses food

Of the meanest in God’s employ.
The fountain of joy is fed by tears,

And love is lit by the breath of sighs;
The deepest griefs and the wildest fears

Have holiest ministries.

Strong grows the oak in the sweeping storm;
Safely the flower sleeps under the snow;

And the farmer’s hearth is never warm
Till the cold wind starts to blow.

Day will return with a fresher boon;
‘God will remember the world!

Night will come with a newer moon;
God will remember the World!

-—aJosiah GilbertHolland
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it
is Reincarnation a Reasonable ‘Belief!

(Continued)
_

Returning from this pragmatic view of the reasonableness
‘of our two doctrines, to the more scientific again, we come to
the question as to which belief is more in accordance with
‘observed facts. Let us take a few of these facts with which
we are all acquainted, and then compare the two hypotheses
with them. First, there are no jumps in nature; everything
begins low and evolves upward from the lowest to the highest.
The orthodox Christian belief makes the soul spring suddenlyinto existence at the time of the conception or birth of a
child; the reincarnationhypothesis says that the soul evolves
gradually from the lowest form of life to that of the highest.Which is more in accordance with the natural law? Secondly,
every cause must have its effect. The orthodox Christian be-
lief says thatman may be freed from all consequences of evil
acts in the life after death, if he repents, or is pardoned, and it
is obvious that we cannot get the effects of all our acts here
in one life; the reincarnationistshold a man must reap in full
the harvest he sows, good or had, every cause which he sets
in motion having its effect on him. Which is more in accord-
ance with the natural law? Thirdly,there must be a cause for
every effect. The orthodox Christian assigns no cause for the
poorness of spirit in some and its great richness in others; the
reincarnationistsays thatthe richness is the result of long toil,
and the poorness, of indolence; he gives a cause. Which is
more in accordance with the natural law?

There. is just one more question with which this paper will
try to deal; it is: “Which belief holds out the greater hope to
mankind?” For surely if We are to accept one of two beliefs
neither of which is absolutely proved, it is more reasonable to
accept the more hopeful. This I shall only try to treat from
one side. We all know the kind of hope held out by the
churches of today-—a vague pleasant Heaven of eternal praise,
and possibly work, with all eternity decided for us by the one
infinitesimal piece of existence on earth.

Reincarnation gives a man another chance. Yes, you’ve
failed thistime, brother,but so have most of us; cheer up and
try again. There’s all eternity to work in, and even though
you must suffer for failing,you will get your reward for yourpresent effort; take courage and come on--thereare lots of us
to help you up. So speaks the reincarnationist. And then he
always gives one somethinguseful to do. There is no end of



work to be done, all accompanied by its pleasure, and when
we have finished our jobs on this little earth, we shall go on
to bigger, more beautiful ones, and ever more useful work in
anothersphere of existence. What could make clearer work's
dignity? And, of course, one’s opportunities are vastly
greater than the orthodox Christian belief would make them
out-—one has more time to learn earth's lessons thoroughly,
and what he does not learn in one lifetime he gets repeated
until he does learn them. Doesn’t this give one a far greater
field of knowledge?

The mercy of the doctrine, we have already suggested, by
showing the opportunities it gives. But beside this, the God of
the reincarnationists does not have to be a God who gets
angry or displeased-—instead he is all-loving, the whole time.
For this hypothesis allows of no such thing as punishment—-
there is merely the simple law of cause and effect.

Finally,the ideal of the reincarnationistis far higher than
thatof the orthodox Christian. The orthodox Christian hopes»
at the best to become a great and beautifulangel, never, how-
ever comparable, to the Christ in wisdom, love and glory. — But
those who believe in reincarnation hold this as their highest
ideal: to become, after much time and work, even as Christ,
perfect in union with God.

I thinkwe have shown distinct indications that reincarna-
tion has claims to being truly Christian both by authorityand
in its general spirit, and that the effect on those who have be-
lieved in it is, as far as we can see, generally beneficial. We‘
certainly have proved pretty conclusively that it explains ex-
isting conditions better, is more in accordance with existingfacts, and holds out a greater hope to humanity than the or-
thodox Christian belief. This being the case, there can be no
doubt but that of the two the belief in reincarnation is the‘
more reasonable. 0. W. W.‘

Some authoritiesconsulted:
“Some Records of Crime," by Hervey; “Social Progress,” by Strong;

"Encyclopedia of Social Reforms,” by Bliss; Asiatic Quarterly Review,
“Criminal Justice in India,” Capt. G. 11'. Buck, I.A.; “Reincarnation a
Christian Doctrine,” Besant; Reincarnation,” Adhedananda; “Reincarna-
tion,” Biamztt.

.

SOME OF LlFE‘S PROBLEMS
What a medley of affairs life seems to most of us. To the

majority life is a hard struggle, full of pain, suffering, mis-
ery and unhappiness. But to those of us who have searched
below the surface of things, and studied causes and effects,
life appears as a school, where each one in his place is to learn



progressthe things most necessary for his growth and progress to»
wards perfection.

If we looked deeper, we should learn thatthe whole appar-ent medley is a grand, subhmely laid scheme, guarded over byPerfect Higher Powers (advanced souls) who are carefullygiillsching the progress of every human being, even guiding us
1 y.
Each of us has his or her place in thisDivine Plan! Each

has his work to do, his influence to cast around for good or
evil. So thatit is Well for each of us to realize this importantfact,tin order to begin at once to work from a proper stand-
poin .

Before we attain to this realization,we find confusion, un-
rest, turbulence of spirit, a wild chasing of thoughts from one
thingto another. With some it is dissatisfaction,a question-ing of thepresence of justice in thisworld; or a chaos of mind.

But when we know, we become satisfied thatall is well; we
settle down, and proceed to look within ourselves to find our
own needs, to root out our faults and determine how best to
grow.

’For we must progress! All standing still means more
than standing still, it means retrogression eventually; not
eternal retrogression, but a great spiritual handicap.

Two beings brought together in marriage have a valuable
chance to progress, because opportunities offer themselves to
permit growthof character, growthof the inner life. Natur-
ally there is the mutual attraction of similar interests in life,
which awakens the bond of sympathy.

It has been observed, however, that there are often more
opposite traits of character which must be carefully under»
stood before the best results from this close relationship can
be had.

There has been no haphazard meeting of these souls, it was
part of the grand Plan, the great Pattern; and we should each
make our.bit in the immense and beautifuldesign as beautiful,
complete and perfect as we can.

Hence the necessity of Knowing. It would seem from ex-
perience and observation that a husband's strength is usually
a wife’s weakest point; also thehusband’s weakest point is the
wife’s strongest trait, so each should learn from the other
the thingmost needed for their growth, at the present stage
of their progress.

.Let us use an easy example which we gnay apply to all
parts of our mental make-up: A wife, we will say, is orderly,
the husband disorderly. Instead of fussing and scolding about
the husband’s disorder, suppose she just faces the situation,



sees her mate’s weakness, and proceeds to help him by remain-
ing orderly herself, constantly becoming a model of order for
his benefit, quietly suggesting order to him in every way she
can, and using as much patience as she would with a child.
He would very probably learn order from her, whileshe would
gain Patience, thus adding to her stock of character, but not
taking from her stock of order.

One might cite more vital instances, having to do with
the mental life, but this will suffice to show what is meant.

A person is only as strong as his weakest point. No one is
perfect, each has his own particular faults, sins and weak-
nesses which each one alone can weed out of his character.

No one can do this weeding for us, we alone are respon-sible for our mental attitude, our secret sins, and the whole
story rests with us whether we shall become pure unselfish
Helpers to the Great Masters, aiding Them to uplift the world
to Goodness, Peace and Love, by our own purified mental life,
or whether We go on stumbling, fearing, doubting, refusing
to fight our battles consciously, patiently and nobly.

Could we but follow our course backward to first causes,
we should see that every condition in our lives has been
brought about by ourselves. Knowing this, we should thebet-
ter battle with daily trials and obstacles, realizing that we
have only ourselves to thank for the present conditions.

We should then become more gentle and patient, realizing
conditions and overcoming them, so things would change and
become brighter as we ourselves expand to the greater
Knowledge of the law of Harmony.

Let us try to harmonize with every and all existing condi-
tions, coming daily to us, because they come as lessons for
some good reason.

Do not stop to analyze, criticise, or question a situation-
perhaps unpleasant for us——-but try to harmonize at once.
Create no new Karma to be worked out again some future
day; for the great Law of Cause and Effect says that as we
have created causes in the past, to be worked out today, so
today we create causes to be worked out later on.

By harmony with today’s lessons we work off the unpleas-
ant effects from past causes, and make no new Karma for our-
selves. Through Harmony the chains of Karma become worn
away, and bind us no longer.

In familyrelations, the wife, who is, or should be, of purer,
subtler nature, must be the one to harmonize.

Woman's pure soul demands harmony,and through her in»
fluence, great work is beingdone on earth.

Man is God's noblest creation, and deserves our earnest



thought and attention. Man has attained and ever will at-
tain great results through the assistance and sympathy of
aide woman; she brings out either the worst in man or the

s .

When a woman realizes her important position in God's
great Plan, when she knows that so much depends upon her,
she prepares herself, searches within herself to weed out
defects and little faults, cleanses the heart and mind from all
evil thoughts, so the mind may be free from shadows and she
be open to receive all calls made upon her from within. None
but ourselves know our own weaknesses, and these we weed
out slowly, painfully but thoroughly, either by wisdom or
through suffering. Those who refuse to listen to Wisdom
must learn through long ages of misery and suffering.

But learn we must, whether we learn today and begin to
practice it, or whether we put it off thousands of years to
come, because the Law demands Harmony. But when we
make the start, and begin the practice,help will reach us from
unseen quarters, in a hundred ways, unheard, yet felt and
understood. Search the mental life, make it clean, pure,unselfish, and from this inner life will flowa perfect outer life.

Aboveall, allow no feeling of separateness to abide in yourheart, because each and all come from the same source, each
one is cherished by his God and each one will eventually be
brought to perfection.

It is only a question of time, and the will of the personhimself; even the vilest criminal will sometime realize his
errors, open his eyes, retrace his footsteps, and begin his bat-
tles for goodness, purity, perfection and love.

Do not blame, criticise, or censure the fragments of Divine
making we see around us. Perhaps we stood yesterday as low
as they,and tomorrow, if we waste our opportunities for good
today, we may stand in their places.

Let us keep only love in our hearts for everybody about
us, and not separate ourselves from the mass of people. For
theyare ourselves and we are theymounting a spiral pathto a
perfect something we know not what; but We should have
faith enough to believe in the beautyand ultimate perfection
of God’s plan for us.

The greatest evil in the world is our sense of separateness,
caused mainly by ambition, or other selfish motives, which in
time will pass away like a mirage.

We should be loving and interested in each other, helping
each other all we can, both mentally and physically,because
many find life full of heavy burdens.

,How indeed can the world see our good works, in order to
imitate and do likewise, unless our “light shine beforegien?”

I.



UNITY
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

."

MEDITATION
All the world, complex though it is, is one great Unity, the

realization of one idea in the mind of its Creator. And this
Idea is good, true and beautifulin all its diversities; theappar-
ent inharmonies themselves even being overruled and thus
caused to contribute to the greater perfection of the final ONE.

As the disciple progresses his sphere of Unity enlarges so
as to embrace all of the results of his researches in all fields;
his nature becomes enriched so thathe is at once more unified
with all goodness, truth and beauty, and at the same time
more versatile in his appreciation of these wherever they are
to be found and in his expression of them in his own life.

.Analysis is recognized by him to be good in its place; but as
he rises, its importance and usefulness wane and it is suc-fceeded by synthesis, harmony and the return to that Unity
from which all things originally spring. This Unity is larger
and more beautiful in each man in proportion as he has been
able to improve his talents day by day, and the greater the
Unity in the life, the more nearly does it approach to the like-
ness of God, Who is the Sublime Unity.

~—Ma/rsltmd

UNITY
1. He to whom all thingsare one, he who reduceth all things

to one, and seeth all things in one, may enjoy a quiet
mind, and remain at peace in God.

2. The more a man is at one within himself, and becometh.
single of heart, so much the more and higher things
doth he understand without labor.

3. He receiveth the light of wisdom from above.
4. A pure, single, and stable spirit is not distracted, though

it be employed in many works.
5. It doeth all to the honor of God, and being at rest within,

seeketh not itself in anythingit doth.
-—Thomos a’Kem;m's.

6. The Great Soul touches many lives and influences them all ;for good, thus leading them, however little, towards the
,One.

7. And the great life is the life wherein the One becomes’
Many, very many; and wherein these many are again‘caused to reenter Within the One. ——Ma.rsla.nd.

.
Publtahcd B5-weakly by

THE ORIENTAL ESOTEBIC SOCIETY. 1314 L Steam, N. W'., Wumxorou, D. 6.
Except 5 weeks In August and September and 3 weeks in December and JanuaryLama] nuhccrlptlon $1.00; to all countries outside or the United Stages, its dependencies,

Mexico. Cubs, Punmn and the Canal zone. 1 yr. ($1.50); 6 mos. (.'I5c.)



I am aware,

I am aware.

I am aware,
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kinship
I am aware,As I go commoniy sweeping the stair,Doing my part of the every-day care-

Human and simple my lot and share-
I am aware of a marvelous thing:
Voices that murmur and ethers that ring
In the far stellar spaces where cherubim sing.

I am aware of the passion that pours
Down the channels of fire through Infinity's doors;

Forces terrific, with melody shod,
Music thatmates with the pulses of God.

I am aware of the glory that runs
From the core of myself to the core of the suns.

Bound to the stars by invisible chains,
Blaze of eternity now in my veins.
Seeing the rush of ethereal rains

Here in the midst of the everyday air-—
I am aware.

I am aware,
As I sit quietly here in my chair,
Sewing or reading or braiding my hair—-
Human and simple my lot and my share-—

I am aware of the systems that swing
Through the aisles of creation on heavenly wing,
I am aware of a marvelous thing,

Trail of the comets in furious flight,
Thunders of beautythat shatter the night,

Terrible triumph of pageants thatmarch
To the trumpets of time through Eternity’s arch.

I am aware of the splendor that ties
All the thingsof the earth with the thingsof the skies,

Here in my body the heavenly heat,
Here in my flesh the melodious beat
Of the planets that circle Divinity’s feet.

As I sit silentlyhere in my chair.
~ I am aware.

--Angela. Morgan.

Address all correspondence to Agnes E. Max-stand, Pres»
1314 L Street. N.W., Washington. 1). G.

Entered an second-class matter June 19. 1909. at the Posbomce at Wuh-lnxton. D. C.. under Act or March 3, 1879.
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A LESSON IN SYMBOLISM.
ar()ul1ld us we cannot

NSltln"p to Numb!er--tlle

it
“lull ®ut an fiense of Sepsratenese."

A LESSON IN SYMBOLISM.
As we look around us we cannot but observe thatall God's

works in Nature respond to Number—therose to five, the lily
to three, thecrucifers to four, others again to seven, etc. In the
mineral kingdom the microscope reveals the same order. We
have explained so frequently the Law of the Ternary or Trin-
ity, 1, 2, and 3, that our readers are familiarwith it and we
will now add a few notes on the numbers 4, 5, and 7.

The triangle is the symbol of spiritual principle.
No. 4 or the Square is the symbol of realization. It is

made of two right angles completing each other, and it has
four points, standing, among other things, for the four so-
called “elements” of the alchemists~—earth, air, fire, and
water. As everythingwhich exists in the known universe is
composed of these four qualities, and as they flow from the
action of the One Force and are but external manifestations
of its own inner nature, We see a special reason why the
symbol of the fourth arcanum in the Tarot should be '11.When we add together the four and the three thus arrived
at we obtain seven, which is the number representing psychicbeings, that is beings having spirit A and 13 the four ele-
ments through which to manifest; but not the organized life-
form of man or animal. Hence 7 is the numberof the planets,
considered as beings, but not as animals. Therefore, also, the
planets are represented by symbols, such as ‘)1 and § , while
the zodiac has animals as well as symbols.

This means thatthe planetary Logoi are not circumscribed
by personality or any form of the separated consciousness.
Only by attaining this condition is it possible for them to be
omnipresent throughout their solar system.

The seven steps of the Path are initiations successively
into these transcendent consciousnesses, consciousnesses
which are distinct and individual without being separate.

The first of the planetary spirits is Jupiter, who repre-
sents in its utmost purity the play of the One Force. He is the
Creative Thought, first of God, and next (when man, rising,
begins to be worthy of his Father),of Man himself. Sweden—
borg, in his work on Earths in the Universe, tells us that the
spirits of Jupiter correspond to the “imaginative principle
or thought, and consequently to an active state of the interior
parts . . . but the spirits of our earth have relation to
the various functions of the exterior parts of the body, and
when they are desirous to have dominion, the active or imagi-



native principle of thought from the interior cannot flow in.
Hence, opposition between the spheres of life of each." This
gives us a hint as to why it is so very diflicult for us, who are
stillbound by earth, to form truly creative thoughts. We have
to cut away, one by one, those ties which limit and confine
us, and this is not done by a single leap of the spirit, but by
steady, relentless effort.

Swedenborg goes on to say that the spirits of Jupiter are
of fire, that is to say, of love; and when they are exalted and
made angels they are taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire,
like Elias. The angels of Jupiter in their heaven wear shin-
ingblue raiment, spotted with little stars of gold, because
theyare principled in the good of love to which the very essen-
tial celestial color blue corresponds.

We have been told that all things have in them the four
elements-—earth, air, fire, and water, but these four are dif-
ferently combined in each created thing, and the particularindividuality arising from this special combination, that is,
the unity which resumes (1, 2, 3, 4) is 5. The Sanscrit
scholars call this Ahankara, and the alchemists the Quintes-
sence. It is this principle which introduces multiplicity and
distinct forms into a universe which otherwise, under the
operation of the One Life, the One Substance, the One Law,
and the One Force would be entirely homogeneous and un-
varying.

Of course the word “element” is not used here in its mod-
ern chemical sense, but in its usual English significance as
given in Webster: “One of the simplest or essential parts or
principles of which anythingconsists, or upon which the con-
stitution or fundamental powers of anything are based.”

Earth, air, fire and water are but esoteric names for four
principles which in reality the ancients regarded much more
subtly. Fire for example is the fire of Nature, more nearly
akin to our electricity,while water is the astral light; earth is
matter; and air, ether-—-but they are all more than these.

If we consider 4 as the electro-magneticenergy, then 5 is
the electron-systems upon which the energy acts. As there
never was a time when there was not an antecedent universe,
so there never was a time when at the very beginning of a
Manvantara the Logos, looking forth into space, did not find
there what we have agreed to call lines of tension produced
by past experiences. This was represented at 2, and now at 5,
the reflex of 2, these metaphysical lines of tension become
actual electron systems. They have been touched by the cre-
ative thought of the Divine Being, and have awal-red to ma-
terial existence. Therefore 5 represents these electron
systems. It is the One Force making use of experience, and
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is represented in the Occult symbolism by the Pentagram fir.
This great symbol has come to signify pre-eminentlyman him-
self, for of all the created things he is that which most com-
pletely sums up in his own organism all other created things,
and therefore represents this creative action in its fullest
degree. Because the pentagram represents the Divine Cre-
ator first taking matter up into His hands, as it were, to model
the universe and its many forms, therefore all spirits are said
to be subject to him who makes it and understands its use.
When one point is pointed upward toward God, it is a Divine
sign representing the head of man, properly placed above
his arms and legs, as indicated by the other four points. But
when two points are pointed upward it is a sign of black
magic, for thatman who sees antagonism at the very heart of
the universe who beholds without reconciling the warfare of
two opposing principles, has by that very act numbered him-
self among the forces of destruction.

At first it must seem strange to see so much power ascribed
to so simple a figure. Let us consider what principle may lie
back of thisconception. Each body has back of it a conscious-
ness which varies as molecules composing this body shift their
relationships. Or perhaps we had better say the molecules
shift as the consciousness or spirit varies. It is this fact
which has led to the materialistic conclusions which were
stated in their crudest form by those who held that “thought
is a secretion of the brain as much as bile is of the liver.”
They fell into the usual logical error of post hoc ergo goropter
hoe; only they did not even wait to discover which was after
and which before, but assumed in a most unjustifiable and
unscientific fashion that because two things happened syn-
chronously thereforethe more material one of the two must be
the cause of the other! The logical error has since been dis-
covered and overthrown by the greater among the modern
psychologists, who commit themselves no further than to say
thatchanges in consciousness are accompaniedby correspond-
ing changes in the brain.

This is assuredly true, and more than this is true. For
the Occult doctrine states that changes in consciousness are
accompanied by corresponding changes not only in the brain
of man but in every physical molecule; that is, changes in con-
sciousness are accompanied by corresponding changes in the
Akasha. Hence, we have both visible and invisible planets,
planets which are made up of flaminggases and other physical
substances on the one hand, and of exactlycorresponding con-
sciousness on the other. Therefore is it that Paracelsus
tells us thatthere are both visible and invisible"stars, stars in
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and out of man. Hence also was it thatHermes Trismegistusspoke of the Aconic world of pure type-forms of supreme, un-
embodied, perfect consciousness, a world which was the cause
and mould of the world of material forms.

SERVICE AND LIGHT
Which shall I seek first——to serve my brother,or to find the

Light? To rise by raising others, or to raise others by rising?
To give out and thereby create an inward need which calls the
Light to me, or to take in and thereby fill myself so full of
Light that it radiates to all my fellows?

The general method of the West seems to be to learn by
teaching, to receive by giving. A man is considered selfish
and unworthy by most of his neighbors if he takes time out of
actual service to meditate, especially if he takes time away
from serving his neighbors. Yet the Christ said that’ Mary
had chosen the better part.

The general method of the East seems to be to seek the
greatest personal development, and then to teach; to look first
of all to the Light, and only secondarilyto service. A man is
considered foolish and shortsighted if for a temporal bit of
service to his neighbor he neglects the eternal welfare of his
soul, which they usually think to be had chiefly through con-
templation and meditation. Yet Shri Krishna taught that
through service of his country Arjuna would rmch Divinity.

It was Krishna who lived in the world as 9. man of the
world, who married, counseled princes, and was warrior and
statesman as well as teacher. It was Christ who spent but
three years of his adult life among men and even then free
quently went apart into the mountain.

Krishna said, “Unto the Eternal verilyshall he go who in
his action mediteteth wholly upon the Eternal."

Christ said, “The first and great commandment is this:
“Thou shalt love the Lord thyGod withall thyheart and with
all thy soul and with all thy mind and with all thy strength.Ailifd the second is this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy~
Be ‘)1

Today East and West are coming together. We of the
younger generation must link them. It is true thatwe cannot
serve without Light. It is also true thatwe cannot reach the
Light unless we serve.

Let us then meditate upon these rohlems: On which
should our minds and hearts be fixed w en we work-—-service
or Light. On which should they be fixed when we meditate?
What proportion of our time should he spent in meditation,
and what in action? What are service and Light?



OPPORTUNITY
Man creates his opportunity by thinkingabout it. By prevparing for his opportunity he creates it. By this law may it

be known that when he is ready to embrace the occasion, the
occasion is ready for his acceptance; Unless mentally created
by his persistent thought, it will never exist.

Others viewing unusual incidents in our lives, sometimes
remark: “There was an opportunity overlooked; it seems
strange that it was not embraced and utilized." But such a
remark, made with earnest regret by the speaker, is untrue
and unfair. The perspective of each individual is different.
What appears to one to be an opportunity, is, to another, noth-
ing of importance. There is no response in him, he does not
see i .

We cannot expect lightning to be guided without some con-
ductor. Without the conductor to guide the force, the result
will be tragedy or travesty. Life is the force, thought the
conductor. Man builds theconductor.

Preparation consists in looking forward to the expected
incident persistently, to express the force, and the constant
repetition makes it stronger. Each attempt to conceive what
opportunity is to present, actuates one to prearrange his
ideals. Consequently, when occasion arises to use this prepa-
ration he will know that his opportunity has arrived, and in
relation to his effort his success will be assured. No success
withoutefiort. Nothing is received that is not paid for.

The thought effort in one’s ideal is the price one pays.
Until one has paid the price, he goes without. In this he can-
not run in debt and get results. He cannot harvest the crop
without planting it. It would not be just to him, nor to the
world, were it otherwise. —-Lz'm'ngstone.
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MEDITATION
Formerly religion and science were one, and he who wasthegreatest scientist, who truly understood the laws of the

Universe, was so becauseof his initiation into these mysteries.He had proven himself physically,morally, intellectually, and
spiritually great.
‘

Science has reached the height of her possibilities in the
Investigation of the invisible. There can be no further prog-
ress, it is generally conceded, by means of finer mechanical
apparatus, and all advanced thinkersare agreed that the sub-
ject must be approached from another side.

Esoterism supplies that other side, for it teaches that only
the man who has developed Within himself certain qualities
is able to investigate, or safely use, the subtler forces of
nature. From now onward research will not depend upon the
ingenuity of delicate mechanical contrivances, for all of these
will be superseded by human, vital force, and the scientist of
tomorrow will act directly upon Nature. This great revolu-
tion is at hand and will unite for all time religion with science
by transmutingthe scientist into the Mage. \

---“What Esoterism Is.” Marsland.
THE SCIENCE OF THE FUTURE.

1. In regard to most of what are called the mysteries of
religion, we may innocently be ignorant.

2. But the mystery withinourselves, the mystery of our spir-
. itual, accountable, immortal nature, it behooves us to

explore.
8. Happy are they who have begun to penetrate it, and in

whom it has awakened feelings of awe towards them-
selves, and of deep interest and honor towards their
fellow-creatures. -——W. E. Chcmning.

4 Knowledge and Wisdom, far from being one, have oft-
times no connection.

5 Knowledge dwells in heads replete with thoughts of other
men; wisdom in minds attentive to their own.

6. Knowledge is proud that he has learned so much; wisdom
is humble that he knows no more. Cowper.

7. It is important for the magus to be acquainted with the
secrets of science, but he may know them by intuition
and without formal learning.

P8380306 Bi-weekly by
THE ESOTERIC BROTHEBHOOD, 13141 L. Srnxsr, N. W., Wssamizxfon, D. C.

Ixeept 6 week: in August and September and 3 weeks In December and January
Anon! subscription 81.00; to all countries outside or the United sum, its dependencies.

Xoxico. Oahu, Plums and the Canal zone. 1 yr. ($1.60); 6 mos. (.'I5c.)



....41111'_ IItIl eoll'll'til"lIllllUleo te ne E8eterie BII'etlllell'lIl....
1314 L Street, iii. W., WlUlIlhllrtOa. D. C.

 

13681115!
Beauty dwelis not in the thing that's seen
But in the soul behind the eye that sees;
Nor harmony in any sound that'sheard
But in the soul attuned to hamonies.
"I‘is not the outward form of things that gives
Unto the mind its inward sense of fitness,
But something deeper that within us lives
And in our souls is ever beauty’switness.
The eye looks forth upon a world of light;
For what it sees it might as weli be blind;
The ear may catch all sounds as noise aright
Yet miss all music; for in sense and mind
We have but servants our behests to do;
To bring us into touch with outer things.
The soul withinus only can bestow
Upon these things the magic touch that brings
Order and beautyto the forms we know.

-—Walter Lewis Patterson.
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if?
Elie ®ne force

We are all familiar with the idea of “force"-—-a forceful
man, dynamic force, etc. We are now about to consider some
deeper and wider aspects of this Great Force which has been
named Fohat.

Fohat is the active vivifying principle of the Universe,
that which the Ancients typified under the form of Jupiter,
the king of the gods with his thunder-bolts. It stands, amongother things, for the Will; for Power, and for the Soul of
the Universe.

But let us he more definite even though we lose something
of suggestive scope. Fohat is, as near as we can define it,
in modern English terms, cosmic electricity, and it is essen-
tially polarized, having in it both plus (+), minus (—), and
equilibrium, because of its Ternary origin. That is, it is
what we know as the electromagnetic energy. But although
we have thus given it a name, we know very little, almost
nothing,of its essential nature.

Madame Blavatsky says that there are seven kinds of this
energy, of which only a few are known to us of the Western
World. This one force is polarized because of its Ternary
origin. The manner in which the electromagnetic energy
becomes polarized is admirably described by one of our
brothersas follows:

“The electro-magnetic field,” he says, “exists only around
a moving electron, one moving with the tremendous velocity
of the electric current in a good conductor. The field lies as a
cylinder around the path of the current and a magnetized
particle under its influencehas two possible directions of mo
tion—-—around the cylinder, clockwise and counter—clockwise.
And these two different directions of the rotatory field corre-
spond to the two magnetic poles, and, furthermore, to the two
directions in which a particle can move along a straight line.
As you know, when an engineer wishes to stop his train sud-
denly, he reverses his engine. This makes the engine slow
down, stop and immediately start back in the opposite direc-
tion, and go faster and faster in that direction. Now, sup
pose the engine were an electron moving along its path. It is
surrounded by a cylindrical magnetic field. As the engine
slows down the magnetic field decreases in strength. When
the engine stops the magnetic field collapses. It passesthrough zero. The magnet no longer revolves. The engine
starts back in the other direction, the field reappears oppo-
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sitely directed, and the magnet pole begins to revolve in the
opposite direction faster and faster, as the field strengthens,
while the engine accelerates. These two senses or direction of
motion of the electron along the line, correspond to the two
magnetic directions in the cylinder surrounding the line; cor-respond to the two magnetic poles; correspond to all Polari-
ties in every sphere.

Consider always that these so-called particles or electrons
are of the most abstract metaphysical nature and have nosolidity, nor any other difference from their surrounding
fields. They have no existence tillLove, generated in 6, clothes
them with radiation, and makes the Eternal Truth into the
body of God.”

We have still further light upon the nature of this force
when we again consider its birth,for 4 is the sum of one, two
and three. Therefore, since 1 is Life, this force is living;
since 2 is Consciousness, this force is conscious; since 3 is
Law, this force is law-abiding.

Without going too deeply into the matter here, let us state
a theory of consciousness which sets forth thatit inheres in all
particles of Akasa, that is, in all electrons, and consists essen~
tially in the fact that when once an electron has passed again
and again through an experience, until that experience is ex-
hausted, and it moves on to a state of experience one plane
higher and finer, it retains with it in its new condition the
impress of those experiences through which it has passed. It
is marked and modified by those experiences, and therefore
aware of them. And thisawareness is consciousness. It may
be briefly and somewhat loosely defined as an awareness in
electrons of a stage of experience already passed through.
Love may be aware of experiences while undergoing them,
but this awareness is of a confused and uncertain sort. It is
only when its own being has been essentially modified by the
experience that afterwards it holds it as a constant state of
being and of consciousness.

Having made thisdefinition we easilysee why all revolving
thingsmust have latent consciousness, and why the conscious-
ness of Fohat (who, running circular errands, is ever mov-
ing theevolutionaryprocess onward) becomesactive in us and

. transcendent in the sun.
Man as a microcosm contains in his organism a pinch of

everything in the macrocosm. This is Well illustrated by
Weissrnann’s Study of the Germ-Plasm. He says that this
minute organism carries within its form a bit of everything
pertaining to the parent. It bears with it the very accent of
the father's voice, the lift of his eyebrow, his habit of walk-



ing, his minutest peculiarities, along with the chief essentials
of his race and species. In the same way we, tiny Germ-
Plasms of the Grand Man, carry in ourselves, in our very or-

.

ganism, the picture in the minntest detail of our Divine Fath—
er. The sun is in us, thestars and moon. Paracelsussays there
are “more thana thousandspecies of trees, herbs, stones, min-
erals, metals.” It is because everything is in us that we are
able to know everything that is, for as we share the experi-
ences of those electrons which go to make us up we share the
experience of the entire universe. Only, in order to be clearly
conscious of this process, we must step to the next plane above
and look back upon it. We must be freed from its special-
ized attractions, and see it as a whole.

But let us see how this vital creative principle, Fohat,
works in the realm of nature. Science sees it as the great
force behind evolution, and calls it Natural Selection. It is
the polarizedsex energy in animals and plants, painting feath-
ers, modifying structures, teaching the throats of birds to
sing, teaching animals courage and cunning, teaching plants
and flowers all manner of ways of flauntinggay colors and
sweet perfumes to attract the fertilizing insects, filling the
whole world with the wonders of life, and form, and color,
and movement. So powerful is it that it works even to the
overthrow of that lesser form of itself, the instinct or self-
preservation, causing the motheranimal to destroy herself for
her young, and the male creature to fight to the death for the
female under his charge.

Perhaps we now catch a glimpse of the reason why we can
say that not only is Fohat cosmic electricity, but He also is
Love. Love on the cosmic scale, and also love within the
human being. Moreover, this love is polarized love. It shows
in the physical world as the electromagnetic energy; in the
animal and human world as the vital creative principle; in the
divine world as the Divine Love and Wisdom, united in an
eternal marriage.

For the Universe is, as was seen by seers of old and by
Swedenborg, a Grand Man. But this Grand Man is Homo, not
Vir. For it is woman, the Bride of theLamb. And the Lamb,
Aries, is a male lamb, the ram, the first Sign of the Zodiac.

In the Zodiac, Aries means the head of a man. Either
the Great Man of the Universe, or the little man, you and me.
We shall expect, then, to find in the human organism that the
chief seat of operation of Fohat is in the head, and so it is,
as will now he explained to you.

.Light corresponds to wisdom. It is so used throughout the
great correspondential Works like the Bible, and is manifest
in our ordinary language: we say, for instance, that the light



bursts upon someone, or that he is illuminated,meaning that
wisdom becomes his; and in Genesis we find that one of the
first acts of creation was thatof Light.

It is well known thatthe brain is the instrument for receiv-
ing, embodying, and transmitting wisdom. When we read
these lessons, our brain, through its out—r-eaching fingers, or
sensory nerves, receives the wisdom contained in the lessons,and transmits it to the Mind, or into acts, by altering our con-
duct. Or when we receive wisdom from higher sources di-
rectly as through our intuition or through inner communion
with Those Who Know, it is our brain that gives this wis-
dom definite embodiment and makes it possible for us to give
it forth to our brothers in word and act.

The brain in man is therefore the light-bringer. It is the
receiving station for the light from above and from our fel-
lows. But it is also the sun for the body.

Our brain transmits its wisdom to the body through its
radiating nerves. And it uses these same nerves for trans-
mitting its wisdom to other brains. For, obviously, when we
talk or write, we are transmitting wisdom through our motor
nerves from the brain.

But the brain in man as we know him is polarized, being,
generally, more positive if he is a man, more negative if a
woman. The perfect man is he who has the negative and posi-
tive in equilibrium. For this reason we find that the Great
Masters are unmarried, being in themselves both male and
female. But we often find them married before their enlight-
enment, receiving from their Wives the necessary negative
polarity to balance the positive withwhich they are so replete.

We, therefore, are polarized, and need one who can balance
the negative brain with a positive, or vice versa. Those of
us who are positively polarizedare inclined to forget the abso~
lute need we have for negative polarity, and rather to disre-
gard the intuitions of the negative brain, or demand that they
be put in our positive form before we receive them; yet by this
very demand We defeat our aim, for We are already strongly
positively charged, and what we need is a negative to bal-
ance. On the other hand, we who have negative brains, realiz-
ing how much swifter is the intuition than the intellect, be-
come impatient with the slower method, and see no reason for
balancing our intuition with the slower intellect. To be re-
generate, we must get this balance.

All virtues spring from thisone great force, workingin the
human and sub-human families as creative love. Courage
comes from it, and caution; adroitness, and endurance; pa-tience, and aggression; forethought, and bold disregard of
consequences. Every virtue and quality of the human mind



springs into being when the atoms and molecules composing
the human organism are played upon and vivified, set into
motion by the impact of this One Great Force.

We see now why religion has been said by critics, who
saw a little but did not understand (because they were not
looking from a plane above) to depend upon worship of the
creative function in man. Indeed, the two theories most com-
monly held in regard to the origin of religion are first, that it
is a form of worship of the generative functions; or second,
that it is a form of sun-worship, of nature-worship. It is in-
deed all these things, and very much more; for man from the
beginning was aware of his divine sonship, and knew some-
thingof the nature of his Father;knew him to be Pater Gene-tfir; knew him to be evidenced in all of nature and present in
t e sun.

For we are begotten children of the Most High, with his
immortal seed in us, and therefore we are co-heirs of the ages,
children of the suns and planets. The question burning at our
heart is to know how to begin to realize this stupendous truth,
how We may become conscious of this sublime relationship--
not merely taking it into our outer minds as an intellectual
conception, feebly imaged as we image the vast reaches of
space, as we sense the motion of the earth on which we live-
but how to becomeactively,throbbinglyconscious of the splen-
dor of our divine origin, of our inalienable sonship of that
Divinity with which we are in every instance of our lives
hedged about. We can become conscious only by the One
Force acting in us, by making ourselves more and more re-
sponsive to it, by climbingup higher and higher reaches of
thatgreat ladder of space I have pictured to you here. By the
One Force, I say, that is, by Love, we shall attain; and by the
One Law, which is the law of the inverse squares, by love for
that which lies near us, by love broadening until it feels all
human, sub-human, and superhuman experiences; by con-
sciousness deepening as these experiences accumulate until
all processes are known as well as felt.

In order to reach this sublime state we refine the body
and the nerves, and our entire nature, making them finer and
finer until theyare capable of responding to the impact of ever
higher and more potent ethers.

But before we reach this sublime state we have much yet
to do. Every one of us carries upon his own back the cross;
every one of us falls under it now and then. Let us see that
we do not remain fallen, but rise and press onward, willing
that our lesser, selfish, narrow-visioned selves be eliminated
thatthe glorious resurrected Christos may be set free.
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MEDITATION
Esoterism or the Occult Science of the Orient does not

emanate from the intelligence of ordinary men, but from the
minds of extraordinary men; not that their mental and phys-
ical structure is other than thatof mortals in general, but be-
cause their souls have developed powers that have hardly
formed into buds in our own.

In the Orient, these Great Souls have made investigations
almost exclusively into the mental and spiritual realms-——the
nature of God and of the soul of man——into the invisible,
and into the subtler, etheric spheres of the earth's envelope.

Working in the Silencefor many centuries, they have made
discoveries and transmitted them to a little group of disciples;
and these, starting from the data thus supplied, have in their
turn made many more discoveries and transmitted them in the
same manner, so that the body of Initiates today has attained
to knowledge impossible of belief to ordinary scientists.-

“What Esoterism Is”——Marslcmd.

FORWARD, EVER FORWARD
1. All life is One, eternal, indestructible, the Soul of the Uni-

verse, which also is One.
2. Everything in the Universe, being part of that One, is in

relation with every other thing, and also with the
whole. --Mdrslami

3. The without is as the within; the small is as the great;
there is only one law, and He who works is One. Noth-
ing is small, nothing is great in the divine cosmogony.

4. What is below is like that which is above, and what is
above is similar to that which is below to accomplish
the wonders of one thing. --Hermes Trismegzstus

5. There is, between God andMan a great gulf truly, but the
space has been bridged.

6. There is a ladder throngecl with Beings, like ourselves,
who have been men, but are now on their way, advanc-
ing step by step towards Godhead, as we ourselves are
climbingtowards them.

7. Thus each one of us finds himself a link in a grand chain,
which reaches upward and ever upward to the Heights.

-Marsland
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ttrutb never mice

Truthnever dies. the ages come and go;The mountains wear away; the seas retire;
Destruction lays earth's mighty cities low;

And empires, states and dynasties expire;
But. caught and handed onward by the wise,

Truthnever dies.
Though unreceived and scoffed at through the years;Though made the butt of ridicule and jest;
Though heid aloft for mockery and jeers,

Denied by those of transient power possest,
Insulted by the insoience of lies,

Truth never dies.
It answers not. It does not take offense.

But with a mighty silence hides its time;
As some great cliff that braves the elements,

And lifts through all the storms its head sublime,
It ever stands, uplifted by the wise ;

And never dies.
As rests the Sphinx upon Egyptian sands;

As looms on high the snowy peak and crest;
As firm and patient as Gibraltar stands:

So truth, unwearied, waits the era blest
When men shall turn to it withgreat surprise.

Truthnever dies.
—--.S’e£ected

Address all corrcupondence to The Eaoterlc Brotherhood,
1314 I. Street, N.W., Washington. D. C.

Entered as second-class matter June 19. 1909. at the Post-Omce at Wash-
ington. D. C., under Act or March 3. 1879.
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HE WHO FEELS HIS HEART BEAT PE./\,CliFULL1(,
HE SHALL HAVE PEACE.

‘fix’
Martetmas Greeting

To all our Brothers and Friends we give Peace; not that
peace alone which comes from prosperity and general welfare,
but especially that inner PEACE of’ the Heart, the fruit of work
well done, days well spent, clear thought, right emotion and
strong, positive action.

HE WHO FEELS HIS HEART BEAT PEACEFULLY,
HE SHALL HAVE PEACE.

Ilibe whole-meat cbrtetmae
Oh, could we keep the Christmas thrill,
The good of gladness and good will,
The lift of laughter and the touch
Of kindled hands that utter much,
Not once a year, but all the time
The melody of hearts in chime,
The impulse beautifuland kind
Of soul to soul and mind to mind

That swings the world,
And brings the world

On one great day of all the yearClose to God’s treasure house of cheer-
Oh, could we keep the Christmas feast,
Even when goods and gold are ieast;
Here, ’mid our common, daily scenes
Could We but live What Christmas means,
Not one day, but for eV’ry day
The miracle of wholesome play,
The spirit sweet, gift-giving. young,
From deepest wells of feeling sprung--What a different World this world would be!

For we should see as children see,If only a magic way were found
To make us children the Whole year round!

Oh, could we speak the Christmas speech,
The ringing message that will reach
To cheer our brother on his wayFromhour to hour and day to day,



Not once, but all throughout the yearThe gallant word, the golden cheer,
The human kindness and the glow
That come when sympathies outflow

To thrillthe world,
And fill the world

One day out of the cycle’s horde a

With all the blessings of the Lord-
Oh, could we love with the love that pours
On this great day through all our doors,
Could we gather all in a world embrace,
Whatever the creed, whatever the race,
Not once, nor twice, but all the time,
For ev’ry need and ev’ry clinic
The love thatknows all aims as one,
All peoples kin beneaththe sun-—

What a dilferent world this world would be!
For we should see as The Christ would see,
If only a magic way were found
To make us human the whole year round!

-—Angelo Morgan

VENUS——l..OVE
(Symbolicof Christmas)

During the fall of the evening recently, those of you who
have been abroad on the streets--or still better on the wide
open spaces of the countrysidewcannot fail to have noted the
large, brilliant Evening Star, Venus, the symbol and sugges-
tion of Love. And some may have thought, as I did, of all the
varied ways in which we are planning to show our conception
and realization of that wondrous Force at Whose Fiat the
World itself came into beingthatman might learn upon it the
One Truththat con IS LOVE.

Some are able to make many happy, others must keep well
withinthe familycircle; some are calculating how much? and
how many? thus losing the spirit in the form of their “Gifts ;”
others have nothingto give of material value, or they believe
that they have no one to give to.

Venus is not troubled by these or similardistinctions. She
shines! and all those who raise their eyes are the better for
her beauty--—theyfeel her love, and the Love of God comes
closer to them. She is sometimes the Morning Star appearing
shortly before sunrise near the eastern horizon-—heraklingthe
coming of the Day Star in whose rays she is bathed and lost.



Viewed as a. planetary body Venus has an axis much in-
clined to the sun———at an angle of 60 degrees-——and its diurnal
revolution is supposed to be the same as its revolution about
the sun, so that it always turns only one face to the sun. In
this respect it is like the moon, which turns only one face
toward the earth. The Occult phrase calling Venus the twin
sister of the earth is well justified by modern astronomy,
which says thatVenus is almost of the same size as the earth,
and that it has an atmosphere much like that of the earth,
although continuously cloudy. Its brilliance is partly due to
the fact that the sun is reflected to us from its cloud banks,
much as it would be reflected from a bank of dazzling snow.
So much for the few physical facts in regard to this planet.

You will rememberthat in our last issue on the One Force
we spoke of the electric charge passing through a cylindrical
field, and as it did so the particles in that field having two
possible ways of motion around the cylinder, clockwise or
counter-clockwise. These two and only these two possible
directions in which the particle may move (in using the word
particle we must be understood as using merely a convenient
term standing for atom or electron—whirl, as the case may be)
constitute what is known as polarity. The particles which
proceed one way around the cylinder are termed positive,
those which proceed in the opposite Way negative, and be-
tween these two poles flashes with wonderful swiftness, force,
and beautythe One Great Force of the Universe. Now, that
arranging of matter at the opposite poles is a particular func-
tion of theenergies flowingfrom Venus. It is thefirst appear-
ance of form or arrangement. Up to this the energies may be
conceived as playing about in no particular direction, but
everywhere simultaneously. Here at Venus they begin to be
directed.

Of course, such terms as “begin to be” or any other terms
implying time must be taken only as very loose expressions.
The one energy with all its potencies involved, plays all the
time and not otherwise on Venus than anywhere else. Never-
theless, matter which has reached the Venus stage is matter
sufficiently coagulated to begin to show this tendency to ar-
rangement about a positive and a negative pole.

This makes us understand why the Esoteric Teachingssay
thatVenus stands for the astral light, thatis, for matter being
moved about and arranged at its poles. “Through every point
of infinite space thrillthe magnetic and electrical currents of
animated Nature, the 1ife—giving and death-giving waves.”
As Hermes said, it (referring to the astral light) continually
moves up and down. That is, matter, as quickly as it is con-
densed into particles, is being shifted to its appropriate poles,



some to the north, some to thesouth, constantly discriminated,
arranged, and rearranged.

It is almost as if upon the planet Mercury stood a great
angel, in one hand a wide-mouthed vessel in which he caught
and condensed the fine matter rushing forth from the sun, and
in theother an evenly perforated fine sieve throughwhich this
matter thus condensed was shaken down, falling through
space all about theplanet Venus, covering it with shifting and
shining clouds of fine, thin matter; and that then Venus her-
self, a beautiful angel, vibrant with electro-magnetic light,
waved the particles to left and to right, parting the veil from
her face. Those which she sends to the left are the negatively
charged, feminine particles; those to the right the positively
charged, masculine particles. And so she stands, the great,
thrilling,splendid angel, parting into masculine and feminine
potencies the tiny forms which are ultimately to become
human beings.

No wonder that under her veil Venus is said to be the
most Occult and mysterious of all the planets! She is called
at once, Mary, Queen of Heaven, Lucifer, Satan, Isis, the
Virgin, the Great Deep, and Aphrodite.

Shine, ye stars of Heaven,
On the rolling years;See how time, consoling,
Dries thesaddest tears;

Bids thedarkeststorm-clouds
‘ Pass in gentle rain,

While upspring in glory
Flowers and dreams again.

——Adela£de Proctor
Let every dawn of morning he to you as the beginning of

life, and every setting sun be to you as its close. Then let
every one of these short lives leave its sure record of some
kindly thingdone for others; some goodly strength or knowl-
edge gained for yourself. —-Rusldn

THE. FORCEFUL MAN
Which is better, to be acquie-scent and meek, conforming

to all the rules set over you by various persons, or to stand
out strongly in your own might? The answer to this question
varies both with the individual and the situation.

It varies with the individual, becauseunless you are strong
enough to stand out to the end it is foolish and worse than
foolish to begin. Yet it is to be observed that those persons I
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who most often put force into their declarations of independ-
ence are exactly the ones who do not and cannot stand out
until the end. They are not Ulysses Grants, able to fight it
out on this line if it takes all summer, in the face of a hostile
and sneering country, rather are they Wilkes Booths—able
to act on a powerful impulse, but unable to sustain the conse-
quences of thatact.

The really forceful person is slow to take fire, slow to make
up his mind, slow to take a decisive stand-becausehe knows
well that he will feed that flame, keep that mind, defend that
stand to the end of life if need be——and there are few occa-
sions which justify so grim a resolve. The forceful person is
not scattering his force in multiplicitous contradictory acts
and blusterings; he is storing it up against the day of genuine
need—-and then, that day arriving, he is as the shadow of a
great rock in a thirsty land. Weaker mortals take shelter
under his still shadow and give thanks for him.

Thus we see why the answer varies with the situation.
For if the situation is a little one-——a mere matter of having
one’s own way--of getting somethingone may happen to want
today, but forgets tomorrow--of a trial of strength over some
trivial affair--the really forceful person will not feel suf-
ficientlyinterested to call out his reserves. In these little mat—
ters, the momentary victory is very likely to go to theWeak-
who chuckles and crows over it in true baby-fashion. Well!
Let it be so. Babies have to be amused.

Do I mean then, thatthe truly forceful person never gives
up--never yields for the sake of peace———but simply doesn’t
care? And when he does care, goes in to win? This is exactly
what I mean. The Esoteric disciple has need to be a man of
force——of really stupendous force, under steady control-—-else
will he not mount far on the difficult Path to the heights. He
never gives up a thing he has really set his mind upon as
worth winning at all costs-—but knowing the Law of Karma.
and being wise as well as forceful, he is very careful about
setting his mind.

Of course, too, he must entirely forbid the intrusion of
the Man of impulse into his affairs. Never does he permit
thatservant of his higher nature to trap his will into prema-
ture action. Therefore he does not care for things trivial.
He does not permit his will to act until he knows that it is a
righteous will and that the hour has struck for its righteous
action. And then, having resolved, he abides in that resolve
though the heavens fall.

But the heavens do not fall; they only bend closer over
the earth for every exercise of a true will, set on that con-
formity to the Divine willwhich we call righteousness.



MEDITATION
The practice of present-day hypnotism is both destructive

and injurious to all concerned.
In medical practice it is unnecessary and undesirable-

even though much good can apparently be effected tem-
porarily by its use in certain cases; for magnetism, as it is
employed in the schools in Paris, can replace it in every in-
stance, withoutbringing the unfortunate attendant results.

He who relinquishes his Will to the dominion of another,
whether visible or invisible, and allows himself to -be con-
trolled by that other, is giving up his own birthrightand, in
weakening himself, is retarding the progress of the race.

Mediumistic control is harmful to all concerned, for, while
the medium is speaking the words of another, his own God-
given intelligence is lying fallow, his mental powers are cir-
fcumscribed (for his control only allows him to move in a nar-
row field), while his emotional nature is subjected to a great
strain and he becomes irritable and oppressed.

,

A very subtle form of danger is encountered by those who
are delving curiously into the secrets of Ceremonial Magic of
lone kind or another. Those who enter the astral realm, who
voke the presence of spirits by magical arts, are in danger,

’ they succeed, of “selling their souls to the devil,” for the
powers invoked always exact a terrible penalty, and the
danger is great. -“What EsoterismIs”--Mamsland
; PSYCHlSM
11. Creative constructive Work is of more value than reading

and repeating ideas of others.
2 Esoterism values the development of the will rather than

the use of occult practices, and avoids all negative
psychism.

3. Have faith rather than belief and shun doubt and scep-
> ticism.
4 Have humility before “ailirmations,” and avoid com-

bativeness and self-righteousness.
'5. Destruction of the Work of others is to be avoided.
-6 The willingness to suffer is greater than mental sugges-
; tions; self pity, complaints and rebellion are always
3 avoided.ll. Positive action in formation of character is better than

treatments for success; self-seeking and black magic
g find no place in the teachings of Esoterism.
’ —-“What Esoterism Is”-Mcm-stand
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cbrtstmas Bells

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiarcarols play,

And wild and sweet
The words repeat

Of peace on earth, geod—Wil1 to men!

 
 
  
  
   

 
 

And in despair I bowed my head;
“There is no peace on earth,” I said;

“For hate is strong,
And mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men 2"

Then pealed thebells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead; nor doth He sleep!

The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to men!”
-—-Longfelzow 
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