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NOTES OF THE MONTH

A N O M A L IE S  

O F P E R ­

S O N A L IT Y .

T H E  investigations of Dr. Morton Prince, Dr. Boris Sidis and 
others into the anomalies of personality have brought before 
the notice of the public problems of a singularly intricate char­
acter, no certain solution of which is to be found in their own 

writings. They present to us various cases, which 
have been under long and careful observation and 
the evidence for which is the best that science can 
obtain, wherein the subjects of this scientific obser­

vation are found to act and to think at various periods of their 
lives as totally distinct and separate individuals, having in certain 
of the cases no knowledge or recollection of what was done or 
said b y them when under the influence of their normal personality. 
Neither, on the other hand, does the normal personality appear 
conscious of the actions or mode of fife of the abnormal except 
by inference from results, or through being subsequently informed 
b y others. To the normal personality the periods of abnormality 
present themselves merely as blanks in the life, of which memory 
takes no record. To the abnormal personality the normal periods
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The gravity of the case, however, and the remarkable char­
acter of the phenomena that accompanied it, led to considerable�
talk in the locality, and various suggestions were made as to�
what should be done with the unfortunate girl. One party,�
headed by the Methodist minister of the place, urged the desira­

bility of confining her in a neighbouring lunatic�
asylum, and it was to prevent this course being�
taken that Mr. and Mrs. Roff, then almost strangers�
to the family, intervened in a spirit of pure charity�
toward the unfortunate girl. Mr. Roff enjoyed�
the acquaintance of a D r.E.W . Stevens, of Janesville,�

Wis., in whose capacity to deal with such cases he had great faith.�
After some persuasion the parents consented to the new medico�
being brought in, and he duly appeared, accompanied by Mr.�
Roff, on the afternoon of January 3 1 , 1878. Here the record�
may be allowed to speak for itself :—
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Later on she claimed to be Willie Canning a young man who�
ran away from home, got into difficulties and finally lost his�
fife and was now here because he “  wanted to be.”  Then, weary­
ing of telling about herself she took to cross-questioning the doctor,�
Mr. Roff and her own father about their family history and ways�
of life and passing caustic comments on their replies. When�
the visitors rose to go, the girl also got up, flung up her hands�
and fell upon the floor in a condition of absolute rigidity. Where­
upon the doctor “  took her hands, which were like iron bars,”
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PERIODICAL LITERATURE

W H E N  a leading review such as The Nineteenth Century and 
After publishes an article by a justly celebrated astronomer, 
one has a right to expect that it will be distinguished by exacti­
tude in matters of fact and inference. Yet Sir Oliver Lodge, in 
The Nineteenth Century for February, has no difficulty in showing 
that Professor Simon Newcomb’s article in the previous issue is 
glaringly erroneous, both in statements and conclusions, with 
regard to the recent results of psychical research. Twenty-five 
years ago Professor Newcomb was President of the original Ameri­
can S.P.R ., and since then he seems to have so far lost interest 
in the subject that he has not heard of the existence of mediums 
whose good faith can be relied upon (such as Mrs. Piper), or of 
recent experiments in thought-transference, such as those between 
Miss Miles and Miss Ramsden. He imagines that the S.P.R . 
has neither taken account of failures in estimating the value of 
results obtained, nor has made allowance for the number of coin­
cidences that might be due to chance. Sir Oliver Lodge shows 
that these assumptions are quite erroneous, and that, by strict 
mathematical calculation, it has been found that "  between deaths 
and apparitions of dying persons a connection exists which is not 
due to chance alone.”

Of a more popular nature is an article by Mr. F. A. H. Eyles 
in the Strand Magazine on "  Crime and the C rystal: Has Crystal­
Gazing a Scientific Basis ? ”  Instances are mentioned, on the 
authority of Myers and others, of real events having been cor­
rectly seen in the crystal, and an account is given of Mr. Von 
Bourg’s success in the Foxwell case and other instances in which 
facts were revealed which were not normally ascertainable. 
The telepathic theory is discussed, but, as the writer points out, 
it breaks down in cases of prevision in which the event correctly 
foreseen was not in the mind of any person as an intention 
or expectation.

The dissension in the Theosophical Society is all the more to 
be regretted in that it has entailed the cessation of the Theoso­
phical Review, so admirably edited by Mr. G. R. S. Mead, whose 
work in making accessible "  those priceless treasures which are 
to be found in the highest theosophy of all traditions ”  has been 
of extreme value. We are glad to have Mr. Mead’s assurance that 
he will continue this work, which his articles in the Review have 
brought constantly before the interested public, but the cause of 
the discontinuance of publication is that, as Mr. Mead tells us in 
the final (February) issue, he “  can no longer appeal to the public
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on behalf of the Theosophical Society,”  as he has himself ”  lost�
confidence in its president and its chief officials.”  There is all�
the greater cause for regret because the work done by Mr.\ Mead�
and others in the Theosophical Review was of a nature to appeal�
to the interest of students who were not themselves members of�
the Theosophical Society.

This closing number contains an article on "  Saint Paul as a
Mystic,”  by Professor Jean Monnier, translated by B-----— K ------- ,
in which mysticism is discussed in its various meanings and�
phases. Mysticism is defined as denoting—

<����� ��%�����.��%�� �'���� ���� ���������� ��� &������&+� ��� ��������0��&+�
����#�'���+�(��������������������������&��������������+� ��0� ����������&������
%���������.���� !�0�N� ��%�� %��������� ���0�%��&� ��(��2������� ��� ����
������=���������������0�������&� ���0�&���+� .��%�� ���� ���&�� ����� ���� ������O
����� ��%��� ��� �� ����&����� ����� ��� ��� ���� ����� �����%�� ��������������� ���
�����%���� ��/��� ��� ���� ��&�0� ������&	D

The author speaks of mystics as being divided into contem­
plative and practical, and places St. Paul among the latter : " S t . �
Paul takes his place very definitely in practical mysticism ; one�
cannot even call him a practical-contemplative, one is bound to�
call him a practical mystic.”  Yet his mysticism has an "  alto­
gether original physiognomy,”  and might be termed a mysticism�
of the Spirit. It is "  a dynamic mysticism, because in the�
thought of the Apostle the action of the Spirit is always accom­
panied by the ideas of active force, of redeeming energy.”  The�
Spirit is "  the basis of his whole moral and religious fife,”  the�
sphere in which a Christian soul moves, the inspiration of all his�
thoughts and actions.

Professor Hyslop, writing on "  The Bias of Scepticism ”  in�
the Journal of the American S .P .R ., points out that it is incorrect�
to assume that it is only those who affirm the reality of a fact who�
are subject to bias ; no denial is possible except on the basis of a�
counter-affirmation, and "  the consequence is that all denial is�
exposed as much to bias and prejudice as belief.”  "  Unbiassed�
scepticism consists in an inquiring mental attitude, not in a deny­
ing one.”  A  report is also given of some “  fire-test experiments,” �
in which a medium, apparently in a state of partial trance, was�
able to expose his hands to lighted matches, to take up burning�
alcohol in them, and to grasp a heated lamp-chimney, without�
pain or blistering of the skin ; the investigators found that they�
could not themselves repeat these experiments without being�
severely burnt. There is an interesting description of a magi­
cal ceremony among the Greenland natives, which appeared to
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