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Some helpful Hooks on

S P I R I T U A L I S M
KATHLEEN, By Rev. John Lamond, D.D.

In this book Dr. Lamond, who is a well known Scottish divine, has 
presented the case for Spiritualism and the many aspects of Psychic Science 
in a thorough and interesting manner. $/. net.

THE WITNESS. By Jessie Platts.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle says of this book : " The best I have read, 

and I have read a good many." 5/. net.

BEAR WITNESS. By A King’s Counsel.
In this remarkable book a well-known King’s Counsel bears witness 

to the truth and validity of Spiritualism. The book consists of a number 
of messages from those who have already passed beyond the veil. They 
come from many different personalities—among others a Homan Catholic 
Priest, a great English Poet, and distinguished French Statesmen. 4/6 net.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD and the power and the glory
B y the Rev. G. Vale Owen

In this volume the Rev. Vale Owen sets out to describe and com­
pare the relationship of life in the spiritual and material worlds. He 
traces the progress of man towards divinity and his ascent to God; he 
attempts to describe the actions of Godintheirrelationshiptoman. 4/6 net.

FACTS AND THE FUTURE LIFE.
By the Rev. G. Vale Owen. 

Mr. Vale Owen states his own position in regard to many of the 
questions that are being discussed by theologians on the relation of 
Christianity to Spiritualism. 4/6 net.

MY LETTERS FROM HEAVEN. B y Winifred Graham.
This book consists of automatic writings received by Miss Winifred 

Graham, the well-known authoress, from her late father. 4/6 net.
MORE LETTERS FROM HEAVEN. By Winifred Graham

Miss Graham's new volume— which has been inspired from " Beyond 
the Veil "— contains messages of hope and cheer, and will undoubtedly 
prove helpful to those who have not yet realised the nearness of the 
other side. 4/6 net.

AU REVOIR—NOT GOOD-BYE B y W. Appleyard, J.P.
In simple and direct manner the author tells the story of how he got 

into touch with his wife beyond the veil. It contains revelations and 
statements of a remarkable nature, and it is interesting not only for the 
style in which it is written but because its contents add to our knowledge 
of those who have passed over. 3/6 net.
HOW SPIRTS COMMUNICATE. B y the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

An authoritative work of deep interest which will be welcomed by 
the Rev. Vale Owen’s numerous admirers. 4/6 net.

Obtainable at all Booksellers and Libraries.

H U T C H I N S O N
&  C o ( P u b lish ers)J M L % 34-36, P a tern oster Roto, R  & 4



P R I V A T E  A R C A N A — i  

O F  A S T R O L O G Y
A course of 10 confidential lessons in MSS.—understandable by the beginner, yet invaluable 
to advanced students— in Cheiro's methods of delineating character and forecasting events. ■, 

C h e ir o ’ s  f in a l  a n d  o n ly  c o m p le te  r e v e la t i o n !  F I V E  G U I N E A S .

THE SUPREME ART AND SCIENCE USED BY CHEIRO 
IN HIS AMAZING SUCCESSES CAN BE YOURS 1

Order now or write for free descriptive booklet to:
CHEIRO’S PUBLICATIONS & SERVICES, 42, MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W C.l

MODERN PSYCHIC MYSTERIES
A T  M I L L E S I M O  C A S T L E  

by G w en dolyn K elley H ack.
Not since the days of the famous D. D. Home has the world 
been presented with such remarkable and well-attested 
instances of levitation, apports, physical transportation 
through closed doors, and other equally rare phenomena. 
P rofu sely  Illustrated. 1 5 /-n et. Shortly.

Paternoster House, R ID E R  &  G O .,  London, E .C .4

THE BLAV A TSK Y  ASSOCIATION
The following Books may be obtained POST FRKE on application to the Hon.

Secretary, 26, Bedford Gardens, Campden Hill, London, IV.8.
* These books can be obtainedfrom the “  H.P.B." Library, Victoria, B.C.
♦ THE V O I C E  O F  T H E  S I L E N C E , b y  H . P . B la v a ts k y . £ s. d.

Reprinted from the Original Edition, with Notes and Comments by 
A. L. Cleather and B . Crump. With an Autograph Inscription by the 
Tashi Lama, also a Postscript and Errata. Published under the 
auspices of the Chinese Buddhist Research Society, Peking. Paper ^
cover 2/6, Cloth o  0

T H E  M A H A T M A  L E T T E R S  T O  A . P . S I N N E T T  . .  1 1 0
T H E  L E T T E R S  O F  H . P . B L A V A T S K Y  T O  A .  P .

S I N N E T T ...........................................................1 1 0
*H . P . B L A V A T S K Y , H E R  L I F E  A N D  W O R K  F O R

H U M A N I T Y . B y  A .  L . C le a th e r  ...............................  3 4
H . P .  B L A V A T S K Y ,  A S  I K N E W  H E R . B y A . L .  C le a th e r  3 4
*H . P . B L A V A T S K Y ,  A  G R E A T  B E T R A Y A L .  B y  A .  L .

C le a th e r  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 8
• B U D D H I S M , T H E  S C I E N C E  O F  L I F E . B y A . L .  C le a th e r

a n d  B a s il  C r u m p  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 0
W A S  S H E  A  C H A R L A T A N  ? A  C r it ic a l A n a ly s is  o f the  

1885 R e p o r t o f the S o c ie ty  fo r  P s y c h ic a l R e se a r c h  on  
th e  P h e n o m e n a  co n n ected  w ith  M m e . H . P .
B la v a ts k v , b y  W illia m  K in g s la n d . P o s t  F re e  . .  1 8

T H E  R E A L  H . P .  B L A V A T S K Y  : A  S tu d y  in  T h e o s o p h y  
an d  a  M e m o ir  o f a  G r e a t  S o u l, b y  W illia m  K in g sla n d .  
C lo t h D e m y 8 v o ,p p .3 3 6 a n d t h r e e p o r t r a it s .  P o s tfr e e  16  0

G U A R A N T E E D  T E X T U A L L Y  A C C U R A T E  EDITIONS  
of Mme. Blavatsky’» work» can also be procured to order.

C C
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Now Ready
Fourth Large Edition

SCIENCE AND 
THE INFINITE
or . . .

T h r o u g h  a  w in d o w  in th e  B la n k  W a l l

SYDNEY T. KLEIN
Author of "  The Way of Attainment "

"  This book is of an importance which I think it 
would be hard to overate. The two main religious 
tendencies of to-day are towards Science and 
Mysticism. Mr. Mein unites the two. . . Mr. Klein 
undermines our naive belief in Time and Space, ana 
shows us that to perfect knowledge there is only 
Here and Now."— English Review.

Crown 8vo, 160pp ., cloth gilt. Four &  Sixpence net.

P r e h i s t o r i c  M a n  I n  G en e sis
A  study in B ib lica l Anthropology giving the true reading of the first chapters oj 

the B ible and a naturalistic interpretation o f  the tradition about Adam and Eve.

b y  THE REV. F . P . de CASTELLS, A.K.C.
T h is  book should mark a new epoch in Biblical interpretation. It 
harmonises the story o f the B ible with the conclusions of modern 
science ; and whereas the first three Chapters o f Genesis have been 
read by Christians and Jew s as two discordant accounts o f the creation of 
man, it is here shown that they are meant to describe two distinct episodes 
in human history, viz., the origin o f the race and the first beginners 
o f  civilization by tw o hypothetical characters providentially raised by 
God. T h e  legend o f Adam and Eve which has hitherto been a 
stum bling block to logical minds is now proved to rest on a historical 
basis. T h e  fall o f  man and its punishment are also explained as historical 
events. T h e  book is o f  a constructive character, explaining many 
Hebrew metaphors and idioms and vindicating the accuracy of the

Scriptures.

Crown 8vo., Cloth, 192  p p . 5 /- net.

• *P a te r n o s te r  R o w , r i d e r  &  c o L o n d o n  E.C .4
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All Freem asons should take
i E b e  S p e c u l a t i v e  / I f t a s o n

CO N TEN TS FOR JA N U A R Y  AN D  APRIL, 1929
Boys, Past and Present 
The Assembly
The Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Fifteen Articles for “Mayster Mason”

The new MASONIC ENCYCLOPAEDIA is free to subscribers. 
Annual Subscription, 8/8 post free. 9/- Foreign. Single Copy, 2/2 post free.

Office : 1 Springfield Road, N.W.8, & Fowler’s, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4

Arms of Freemasons 
Mark Masons and their Marks 
The English Constitution 
Durham Cathedral 
The Platonic Solids

MODERN ASTROLOGY
The Leading Magazine of its kind.

Oae Shilling per month. Specimen copy 6 d.

The Standard Astrological 
Text Books
ASTROLOGY FOR ALL . Simple and in­

structive, no calculations.
CASTING THE HOROSCOPE : Full details 

with Ephemeris for 6 9  years.
HOW TO JUDGE A NATIVITY : Complete 

rule for judgments.
THE ART OF SYN THESIS : Showing the 

relation between planets and consciousness.
THE PROGRESSED HOROSCOPE s Show­

ing your tendencies at a glance.
THE KEY TO YOUR OWN NATIVITY l 

Showing you how to read your own horoscope.
Postage 6d. only.

ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY: Showing the 
inner side of Astrology.

PRACTICAL ASTROLOGY : Alan Leo, 5/-. 
Postage 6d.

ASTROLOGICAL MANUALS : Pocket Size, 
j/-, 2/6, 2/3 .

BOOKS BY Mr«. LEO.
RAYS OF TRUTH, 5/-
ASTROLOGICAL ESSAYS, 5/-
THE LIFE AND WORK OF ALAN LEO, 6/-
THE ROMANCE OF THE STA RS, 3/6
PLANETARY INFLUENCES, 2/-
These Prices art net. (Postage 6d. per book extra)

ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS 
CHARACTER DELINEATIONS.

Please note the address and send direct to : —
“ MODERN A8TR0L0GY " OFFICE,

IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, 
LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C.4

The popular Spiritualist Paper with the large circulation is

T H E  T W O  W O R L D S
A Weekly Journal devoted to the

History, Phenomena, Philosophy and Teachings of
M O D E R N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

(Founded 1887.) Edited by E R N EST W. OATEN,
Price Twopence. Post Free, 2 Jd.

Subscription Rates : 12 months, 10/10 ; 6 months, S IS  : 3 months, 2/9.
We bold the Largest Stock of Books on Psychic 
and Spiritualistic Su bject, in the Kingdom.

“ T H E  TW O  W O R L D S " PUBLISH ING COMPANY, LTD.
IS  CORPORATION ST R EE T , MANCHESTER.



IV

A l l  B o o k s e l l e r s  a n d  L i b r a r i e s

WORKS BY

L E W I S  S P E N C E
D e m y  8 c o .  2 5 6  p p . P ro fu s e ly  illustrated. 10/6 per vol.

The Mysteries of Britain EDITION

Or the Secret Rites and Traditions o f Ancient Britain restored

“ T his extrem ely interesting volume.” — Sunday Times.
“ T h e Author has brought much knowledge and pains­

taking research to bear upon his task.”— Public Opinion.
“ A  most interesting w ork.” — Cork Examiner.
“ A book of charm and sheer delight.” — Northern Whig.

The History of Atlantis h»™»
“ . . . has built up an amazing argument in support of his 

firm conviction.”— Bradford Telegraph.
“ . . . makes a very good case for Atlantis.”— Catholic News.
“  . . . Adds much to the story of Plato’s sunken 

island.” — M orning Post.
“ A  fascinating story of a perennially interesting sub­

ject.”— Bookman.
“ Intrinsically interesting.”— John o' London's Weekly.
“ Profoundly com plex and yet fascinating.”— Bradford 

Telegraph.
“ Not only of scientific importance to the archaeologist, but 

also fascinating to the general reader.”— Dundee Courier.

The Problem of Atlantis THOUSAND

A detailed study o f  the accumulated evidence fo r  the existence 
o f the lost Continent o f Atlantis from  various sources.

“ A book more fascinating than any novel, which cannot 
be neglected byanystudent of civilized man’s mysterious 
past.”— The Bookman.

“ Extraordinarily interesting.”— The Tatler.

P a te rn o s te r  T^ow, R ID E R  &  C O ^ L o n d o n , &  C .4
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SEND FOR THEM NOW
Published at 2/6 each, Offered at 1/6 each, post free.

Signs, Omens & Superstitions
and

Fortunes & Dreams
by

ASTRA CIELO
T h e former gives particulars of popular superstitions, lucky and 

unlucky days, signs of good or bad luck, omens, etc., etc.

T h e latter is a practical manual of fortune-telling, divination, 
and interpretation of dreams, signs and omens.

Send your Order with remittance to :

“ O ccult Review,”
2 3 5  R egent Street, London, W. 1

(Orders posted to any address, with giver’s card enclosed if desired.)

“ RESPONDA ”
THE TALKING CARD AND PENDULUM

For Messages from the Unknown, and 
Development of Telepathy.

This provides an easy means of personal 
investigation into the psychic. It is just a 
lettered card, and a pendulum so quickly 
responsive that results oome even to those 
not considered to possess mediumistic faculty. 
Brings help and comfort to many, sitting 
alone in their own homes.

Mrs. K. B., Kensington, writes : “ Please 
send a ‘ Responda ’ to . . .1 who write have had 
wonderful results with it, and have told many.”

Heavy gilt-edged Bevelled Card with Pendu­
lum complete, post paid United Kingdom, 
3s. 8d.; Canada and U.S.A., $1.00 ; other 
countries, 4s. 3d. .Also

“ R E S P O N D A  L U M IN O U S  *’
A new form of “  Responda.”
Can be seen in the Dark !

This is the same in principle as the ordinary 
“ Responda,” but is self-luminous, and can 
be used in light, dusk, or complete darkness. 
It gives an indescribable sense of the psychic, 
and is an ideal form to aid development.

Mrs. N. de H. writes : “ I want to thank
you for your wonderful * Responda/ which 
enables me to communicate every day with 
my beloved husband. Life is quite changed 
for me since I have it and I am deeply 
thankful for it. . . Please send a ‘ Responda 
Luminous ’ to . . .  ”

Complete in case, post paid, borne, 15s. 6d.; 
colonies and abroad, x8s. 6d., or $4.50. (Please 
note Money Orders payable P.O. Chiswick, 
Bedford Park, London, W.4, Eng.)

Both obtainable from R.A.Robson, Dept.O.R., 
23 Fairfax Road, Chiswick, London, W.4, Eng.

F o r  A m a t u e r s  O n ly  !

AN OCCULT MANUSCRIPT
DEALING WITH

Chiromancy, 

Phrenology & Astrology
written by a master famous and well- 

known all over the world
FOR SALE

Write to—H. G. 16053 ALA. HAASENSTEIN 
and VOLGA. HAMBURG 36.

HELEN THE GREEK
Writes up your former

INCARNATION STO R Y
from Photograph (snapshots preferred) and 
Birth date. Occult and Mystic lessons 
by correspondence. Fees 5/6 <S- 10/6. 
Address: **Helen,** c/o Occult Review, 
Paternoster House. E.C.4.

KEIRO
(late of Regent Street. 30 Years)

Author of "  Practical Palmistry 
CLAIRVOYANCE, CRYSTAL, Etc. 

Lessons in Hypnosis, etc.
Interviews daily at

The “ Ashrama,” 4 5 , Lancaster Gate, W.2
PURE ROCK CRYSTALS FOR SALE

'Phone : Paddington 4908



In active preparation

O U R  S I X T H  S E N S E
by PROFESSOR CHARLES RICHET

Member Institute of France, Member Academy of Medicine, Paris.
Author of " Thirty Years of Psychical Research" "Traité de Psychologie

Générale," etc.

Authorised Translation by F red  R o th w ell , B.A.

“ Our S ix th  S e n s e ” is the most recent work of Professor Charles 
R ich et, M em ber of the Institut Français and one of the most famous 
of con tem p orary  scientists.

T h e  su b jects  treated  include such phenomena as hallucinations, 
prem onitions, som nam bulism , psychom etry or pragmatical cryptes- 
thesia, telepathy, spiritism , hyperesthesia, etc., all being subjected to 
th e  thorough investigation o f  a professor of physiology who has 
confined him self to the rigid limits imposed by observation and 
experim ent.

Demy  8vo, cloth g ilt , 224 p p . 7/6 net

Paternoster Row RID ER &  CO., London, E.C.4

OCCULT ASTROLOGY
The only true OCCULT reading of horoscopes, 
showing the age of the soul, effects brought 
over from past lives, qualities, defects, faculties 
latent or expressed, tastes and adaptabilities 
freewill, destiny, etc-, given by C. R. STEWART 
(Author of The Law of Love, etc.) the Unique 
Expert on OCCULT ASTROLOGY.
Send Two Guineas with birthdate, place 

and exact hour, for full reading, to

C . R . S T E W A R T ,
2 9 , L e in s t e r  T e r r a c e , W .2

A client writes: “ A delineation on one’s 
horoscope by C- R- Stewart is like a mirror 

held up to one’s soul.”

BEA M A  R. MORGAN
Astrological Reader and Your 

Former Incarnation 
C L A I R V O Y A N T , P A LM IST

Hours 2 to 6. Tuesday. Tea 4 to 6 
Open readings 2'6

12 , O x f o r d  S t r e e t .  LONDON

AN _  
ADVERTISEMENT

IN THE
“ OCCULT REVIEW 

b r i n g s  

r e s u l t s .

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Will advertisers please note that the Advertisement 
Department of “  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v ie w  ”  has been 
removed to

2 3 5 ,  R E G E N T  S T R E E T , LON DON, W .l
AWB/iSS.4 flOH 8816.
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Know Thyself!
This was the precept inscribed over the portico of 
theTemple of the Mysteries of Delphi. Our booklet—

“ TO THOSE WHO SEEK ”
will guide all students of the Mysteries and those 
who seek the richer, fuller, constructive life to the 
Gate of Truth through the genuine Rosicrucian 
Teachings. They lead the student to knowledge of 

the REAL SELF, Health, Happiness and true Wisdom through scientifically 
developed SPIRITUAL INSIGHT and an understanding of Cosmic and 
Natural Law. B ooklet FREE on R eq uest.

SO CIETY O F HOSICRUCIANS INC.
4 2 0  CITY HALL STATION .______________________NEW YORK CITY, U.SA.

LEARN AND LIVE
The hfe-side of Astrology

“ Energy is Eternal Delight, 
Execution the Chariot of Genius, 
Life, opportunity to work.”

FOLLOW THE SUN
“ The stars of heaven are free because 
In amplitude of liberty 
Their joy is to obey the laws.”

(William Watsott.)
“  Stamped-addressed ” for particulars :
L eo F r e n c h , L a m o m a  C o v e ,  

N e a r  P e n za n c e , E n g la n d .

Natal Astrology
The Thirty-six Zodiacal Decanatas 
Analysed. By C. C. Zain.

Two booklets containing the signification of the 
twelve Zodiacal signs and analysing the thirty-six 
decanates. Examples of notable personages are 
given showing the effect of each decanate on 

their character and life.
1 /0 1 each, Post Free To be obtained from—
A.E.CHARLES,136 Victor Rd., Penge, 

London, S.E.20, or 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT

(Box 1525).
Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.

S p irit C o m m u n ic a tio n
by L . M A RG ERY B A Z E T T

F o r e w o r d  b y  S ir  F R A N K  R . B E N S O N

To what extent is telepathy responsible for spirit communication ? 
What are the limits of the part played by thought transference in 
psychic messages ? The records in the present volume of experiments, 
specially devised with a view to throwing further light on the com­
plications of a problem which no critical analysis of the phenomena of 
mediumship can afford to ignore, will, it is hoped, prove of value alike to 

the general reader and the practical investigator.

T W O  A N D  S I X P E N C E .

Paternoster Row, R ID E R  f i  C O + r  London, E.C .4
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C O M M U N I T Y  o f the I N N E R  LIGHT
W a rd e n  DION FORTUNE

The Community of the Inner Light is a Fraternity whose purpose it is to pursue the study 
of Mysticism and Esoteric Science and to develop their practice. Its ideals are Christian and its methods are Western.

PU BLIC  LECTU RES by DION FORTUNE
3 , QUEENSBOROUGH TERRACE, BAYSWATER, W.3 

EVENING LECTURES I „  WEDNESDAYS—3 p.m.
MONDAYS—8.15 p.m . “ ?Z ^St.-Occutem imd Spiritualism,

May 6th.—The Living Christ.
May 13th.—The Inner Light.

May 8th.—The use of Symbolism in Mystical 
Thought.

May 15th.—Esoteric Teaching concerning the 
'  . , .. . . .  , I Forgiveness of Sins.May 27th.—The Hidden Powers of the Mind. I May 29th._Xhe Mystic as Citizen.

All Communications to be addressed to
Tk» Secretary, 3 , Q U E E N SB O R O U G H  TER RACE, BAYSWATER, WA

C H A LIC E  ORCH ARD  HOSTEL
GLASTONBURY, SOMERSET

“ The Holyest Erthe in Englande.”
A GUEST HOUSE AND SOCIAL CENTRE FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN 
MYSTICISM. ESOTERICISM. NEW THOUGHT, SPIRITUALISM AND KINDRED

SUBJECTS.
Situated high on the shoulder of the Tor. The wonderful hill of vision of Avalon where 
" th e  veil is thin." Lectures, Library, open air life in sheltered garden, and large 

verandahs. Vegetarian or ordinary diet.

Particulars may be had on application to :
T h e Secretary, 3 , Q U E E N  S B  O R O U G H  TE R R A C E , BAYSW ATER , W.2 , or 

The Secretary, C H A L IC E  O R C H A R D  H O S T E L , G L A STO N B U R Y, SOMERSET

B O O K S  O N  A S T R O L O G Y  b y  C h a r l e s  E .  0 .  C a r t e r
Published by the Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd.,

38 Great Ormond Street, London, W.C.i 
THE PRINCIPLES OF ASTROLOGY

A  Book in which the first principles of Astrology are simply 
and sufficiently explained, without a word of padding, and 
which constitutes a complete guide to the main body of astro­
logical science, in its practical aspects. Price, post free, 5s. 4d. 

THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL
A  Treatise on the most profound aspects of astrology ; it con­
tains far more of the inner side of this wonderful science than 
has ever before appeared in print, and reveals in clear language 
the essential ideas that are portrayed in the symbols of Astro­
logy. Price, post free, 4s. i Od.

THE SEVEN GREAT PROBLEMS OF ASTROLOGY
A  small book in which the philosophical problems that con­
front the astrological student are set out, and impartially dis­
cussed, in many cases for the first time. Price, post free, Is. 2d.

Published by Foulsham <5- Co., 10 Red Lion Court, Fleet St., London, E.C. 4  

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PSYCHOLOGICAL ASTROLOGY (2 ndEd.) 
A  Standard Text-book on the subject of the Astrology of 
Human Temperament. Almost every conceivable human 
peculiarity is included, in alphabetical order, with its usual 
astrological indications and numerous examples, many of them 
of well-known persons. A  large number of Diseases are also 
included, together with notes as to their astrological causes. 
This book has enjoyed a very extensive vogue in Britain and 
the States. Price, post free, 5s. 3d.



THE

O C C U L T  R E V I E W
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO THE INVESTIGATION OF SUPERNORMAL 

PHENOMENA AND THE STUDY OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS.
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EDITORIAL

I T  would b e  difficult to  find a phrase w hich co n ju res up in  th e 
m ind a  m ore universal and alluring  vision th an  th a t associated  
w ith  th e  one word “ freedom .” Freedom , o f course, im plies 
escape ; and  every  ra tio n a l hum an being is seeking escape from  
som ething. F reed om  from  p ov erty , freedom  from  pain , freedom  
from  care, freedom  from  ignorance, freedom  from  sin, freedom  
from  evil in its  m yriad  form s is th e ch ief in cen tiv e  of m an ’s 
a ctiv ities . A t one end of th e  scale  we find th e  m asses to iling  
w ithou t rem ission in order to  escape from  p ov erty  and sickness, 
w hile a t th e  o th er ex trem e we find th e m an of w ealth  and leisu re, 
surrounded on every  hand w ith facilities  for self-indulgence in 
varied  form s, seeking escape from  th e  in exorab le laws of n atu re 
which dem and th a t for every  excess com m itted  th e price m ust be 
paid. F reedom  from  ignorance is th e goal o f th e  sage ; freedom  
from  sin th e  goal of th e  sa in t. In  freedom  of expression, freedom  
from  th e  tram m els of form , th e  creativ e  a rtis t finds h is jo y  ; 
and h is genius is th e  g reater as his chosen m edium  subserves th e 
sp irit of h is insp iration .
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FOR

FREEDOM

I n  th is  u n iv ersa l an d  in stin c tiv e  search for freedom is to be

THE SEARCH fo u n d  a  w itn ess to  th e  birthright of the human 
sp ir it . F reed o m  indeed is the destiny of the 
h u m an  soul, lib era tio n  th e goal of perfected man; 
y e t  n o t in  th e  lu re o f th e  senses, nor in the lust for 

p o w er is  i t  to  b e  fou nd. F reed om  to  gratify  every whim of 
p a ss io n , p o w er to  co m m an d  th e  unlim ited  resources of science 
a n d  c iv il is a t io n  in  o rd er th a t  th e y  m ay  m inister to the needs of 
th e  se p a ra te d  se lf  a re  m ere  illu sions, counterfeits of the real free­
d om  w h ich  is  th e  k e y n o te  o f th e  m essage of the great spiritual 
te a c h e rs  o f  h u m a n ity . B u d d h a  p oin ted  th e  path  to liberation; 
C h ris t ta u g h t th e  w ay  to  freedom  ; and th ey  spoke whereof they 
k n ew . N ie tz sch e  tr ie d  to  fo is t a  spurious im itation of the real 
th in g  u p o n  th e  w orld , an d  th o se  th e re  are who still succumb to 
th e  g la m o u r o f h is  a n a rc h is tic  d octrine .

R e b e llio n  is  n o t freed o m , le a s t o f a ll rebellion against the 
im m u ta b le  law s o f  th e  cosm os. R e b e ls  against the laws of nature 
a n d  su p e r-n a tu re  m e re ly  forg e stron g er fe tte rs  wherewith to bind 
th e m se lv es . T h e  m an  w ho scorns th e  law s of health  and drains 
th e  cu p  o f  sen su ou s p leasu re  to  th e  v ery  dregs not only becomes 
a  m o re  h o p eless s la v e  o f h is  obsessing  passion, but incurs the 
in e v ita b le  p e n a lty  o f a  sh a tte re d  co n stitu tio n  and its accompany­
in g  m isery . S o , to o , w h eth er in  ig norance or not, the spiritual 
la w s o f th e  u n iv erse  m a y  n o t b e  b ro k en  w ith  im punity. Human­
i t y  s ta n d s  in  th e  cu riou s p o sitio n  o f being neither purely animal 
n o r  p u re ly  d iv in e . M ore th a n  th e  an im al, less than the gods, 
m a n ’s  sen su ou s ex cesses  on  th e  one h an d  exceed anything that 
th e  u nsp oiled  a n im a l ca n  s h o w ; w hile on  th e  o ther hand he is 
c a p a b le  o f  r is in g  to  h e ig h ts  so  n o b le  th a t  th e  gods who have never 
k now n  th e  g a rb  o f flesh  m a y  w ell look  on in  adm iration.

Sp len d id  th o u g h  h is  p o te n tia litie s  m a y  b e, however, man as 
a  w hole h a s  p rog ressed  a lo n g  th e  p a th  tow ards d ivinity  at an 
a p p a llin g ly  slow  ra te , ju d g ed  b y  th e  ord inary  standards of 
p h y s ic a l tim e . H e s t il l  w and ers, bew ildered, in the realm of 
illu sio n , ch a sin g  shad ow s, an d  lam en tin g  h is in ab ility  to capture 
th e m . T h a t  th e re  m u st e x is t  a  R e a lity  w hich causes those 
shad ow s seld om  o ccu rs  to  h im .

F ree d o m  is  a  ca se  in  p o in t. W ith  con tin u ed  perversity  man 
fr e e d o m  for  cb a se s  th e  shadow  o f th e  R e a lity . From  time 

th e  r a ce  to  b e en d eavou rs to  secure it b y  the re­
a d ju s tm e n t o f  so cia l an d  p o litica l conditions, 

ig n o rin g  th e  lesson s o f th e  p a s t , and  d iscoverin g  again  th a t he has
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m erely  su b stitu ted  one form  of bondage for an oth er. H e cannot 
or w ill n o t see th e  tru th  proclaim ed b y  th e  sp iritu a l lead ers o f his 
race  th a t  L ife  w orks from  w ith in  outw ards. H e is co n ten t to  work 
on th e  su rface , ignoring th e  fa c t  th a t  it  is im possible for long to  
m ain ta in  a  m ere ap p earan ce of freedom . T h ere can  be no tru ly  
free race  u n til th e  m em bers o f th a t  race them selves have won 
th e ir  freedom . T h e  k arm a of th e  race is th e  k arm a of th e  ind i­
v idu als who com pose it . F o r  a n ation  to  s ta r t w ith  an  en tire ly  
clean  sh eet is  as im possible as i t  is for th e  ind ividu al to  s ta r t 
w ithou t a n y  previous k arm a.

T h e  law s th a t govern  th e  a tta in m e n t o f freedom  b y  th e  indi­
v idu al govern  eq u ally  th e  a tta in m e n t o f freedom  b y  th e  race. In  
th e  first p lace , th e re  ca n  b e  no freedom  fo r  th e  individual u ntil 
th e  k arm a o f h is p a st has b een  w orked ou t. So i t  is  w ith  th e  
n a tio n  o r race. N o b e tte r  serv ice can  th e  ind ividu al render to  
h is n ation  th a n  to  follow  th e  h ighest and b est th a t  is  w ithin  him . 
T o  th e  c r it ic  who would urge th a t  i t  w ere b e tte r  to  d evote oneself 
to  doing good w orks, i t  m ay  b e poin ted  out th a t  th e  good w orks 
would follow  as a  m a tte r  o f course, as th e  n a tu ra l expression of 
an  aw akening sp iritu a l n atu re . O ne a c t  o f ch a r ity  w hich springs 
from  a  sy m p ath etic  h eart is sp iritu a lly  w orth  a h o st of ch aritab le  
actio n s w hich m a y  b e insp ired  b y  n oth in g  m ore th a n  a  desire 
fo r p u blic adulation .

So  accu stom ed  is norm al p h y sical consciousness to  th e  lim ita ­
tio n s o f th e  five senses, th a t  th e  re a lity  o f th e  unseen “ sphere 
o f influence ” w hich surrounds each  liv in g  p erson ality  is for­
g o tten . A t ev ery  m om ent o f ex isten ce, w hether b y  in te n t or 
n o t, we influence one an o th er for good or ill, b y  our own inner 
life . A ny sen sitive w ill te ll you how easily  su scep tib le th e  p sy ch ic 
is to  th e  "  cond itions ” o f those w ith  whom he or she com es in 
co n ta c t . T h e  phenom ena of sp iritualism  and of th e  borderland 
g en erally  em phasise a t every  p oint th e m arvellous w ay in  which 
th ou g h t and em otion  are in terchanged  ap art from  th e  usual 
channels of com m u nication.

L e t  th e  flower o f th e  soul unfold in  th e  sunlight of th e S p irit, 
and  its  fragran ce will perm eate th e  au ra and shed a  silen t blessing 
upon ev ery  creatu re . T h e first step  tow ards “ doing good ” is 
to  “ be good .” "  Seek  ye first th e  K ingdom  of heaven ”— th e rest 
w ill follow  as a m a tter  o f course.

P erh ap s th e  m ateria l and m ental environm ent o f a p ar­
ticu lar soul a c ts  as a prison-house to  th e free sp irit 

m i s d i r e c t e d  s 0 desperate becom es th e need for free-
ener gy  (jom that every other consideration is swept
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S d eh a m o e r f r T hPaSSi0n , l °  ^  ° f  « ^ “ “8  that limits h a m p e rs . T h e n  w e w itness th e  sp ectacle  of someone kicking
o v e r  th e  tra c e s , u su a lly  a t  th e  co st o f no little  suffering to other!

f a n t ''ch ild  l T Self' a f te r  Sm aShm g h is litt le  cosmos a petu­
la n t  ch ild , h a v in g  th e  q u estio n ab le  satisfaction  of clearing the
fra g m e n ts  o f  a  b ro k en  life  ou t o f  h is  p ath . W hether or no§t the 

an g e  is  fo r  th e  b e t te r — and  freq u en tly  it  is not— fresh karmic 
co m p lic a tio n s  a re  in tro d u ced  in to  th e  life -s to ry  of that soul, com­
p lic a tio n s  w h ich  m u st in e v ita b ly  b e  reckoned with at some time 
o r  o th e r . K a r m ic  re sp o n sib ilitie s  m ay  n ot be evaded, however 
su cce ssfu l on e m a y  a p p e a r to  be in  dodging them .

The a b o v e  is  m e re ly  a n  in sta n ce  o f going the wrong way to 
w ork. T h e  s tro n g e st fo rces a re  sp iritu a l fo r c e s ; and these 
n e v e r  w ork  w ith  v io len ce  an d  disorder. T h e best and indeed the 
o n ly  a tt itu d e  to  a d o p t tow ard s k arm ic conditions which press 
w ith  u nd u e h e a v in e ss  u pon th e  soul is to  recognise intellectually 
th a t ,  a lth o u g h  i t  m a y  b e  im p ossib le  to  tra ce  th e  causal links which 
b in d  us to  th e se  co n d itio n s, y e t  th e  very  fact that we 
h a v e  b ee n  b ro u g h t in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  th em  is sufficient indication 
t h a t  th e y  m u st b e  m e t and  accep ted  w ith ou t resen tm en t; even 
i f  sp ir itu a l in s ig h t is  n o t y e t  su ffic ien tly  developed within us to 
e n a b le  us a c tu a lly  to  w elcom e th e  p ain  and discom fort, after the 
m a n n e r  o f th e  m y s tic  w ho h a s  learn ed  to  dwell more or less 
c o n s is te n tly  on th e  h e ig h ts . T h is , i t  w ill be noted in passing, 
is  fa r  rem ov ed  fro m  th e  a p a th y  o f desp air. P u t in to  Christian 
p h ra se o lo g y , “ T h y  w ill, n o t m ine , b e  done ” characterises the 
in n e r  a tt itu d e  o f th e  sou l w hich  is b eg in n in g  to  glim pse the Light. 
S id e  b y  sid e w ith  th is  “ a c t  o f  resig n ation  ” w ill be cherished in 
th e  h e a r t  th e  p ra y e rfu l d esire  th a t  th e  m ore harm onious and ideal 
co n d itio n s  m a y  d u ly  b ecom e m a n ife st in  th e  environm ent. The 
th o ro u g h b re d  m y stic , how ever, w ould scorn  even this, and find 
c o n te n tm e n t in  e n jo y in g  a d eep -rooted  sense o f peace in submission 
to  th e  w ill o f  th e  B e lo v e d  in  ev e ry  d eta il. F o r  m ost of us, 
h ow ev er, su ch  an  a tt itu d e  is  a  cou nsel o f p erfection . W e shall 
b e  c o n te n t to  w alk  b e fo re  try in g  to  run.

T h e  o n ly  tru e  freed om  com es fro m  w ith in , and  is attained  by 
in n e r  a  P rocess ° f  g en tle  an d  o rd erly  grow th and expansion. 
fr eed o m  Every  fe t te r  th a t  fa lls  aw ay  from  th e  soul of the 

in d iv id u al m e an s so m u ch  m ore freedom  for th e whole 
b o d y  o f h u m a n ity . T h e re  is  som e d an ger o f pressing  th e simile 
too fa r . It m ig h t b e  b e t te r  to  regard  th e  fe tte rs  as being dis­
so lv ed  aw ay. T h e y  ca n n o t be flung aside w ith  violence, like some
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ex tran eo u s and  annoying ob stacle  ; u n fortu n ate ly  th ey  are too 
in tim a te ly  w oven in to  th e  fab ric  o f our being.

I t  is to  th e  m y stic  th a t  we m u st look if  we would find th e  
sh o rte st and  m ost d irect road  to  freedom — to  th e  life  o f th e  
jiv a n -m u k ta  o r free soul. H e opens h is in n er life  to  th e  in flux o f 
th e  ray s o f th e  S p iritu a l Su n, before whose solvent power every ­
th in g  dissolves, even  to  th e  very  p ersonality  of th e  m y stic  h im self.

Su ch  ard en t tem p eram en ts can n o t to lera te  d etails, and system s 
a re  an ath em a. T h e y  choose th e  w ay w hich su its th em  b est. T he 
m ore sc ien tific  or philosophical ty p e  w ill proceed m ore m ethod ic­
a lly . T h e y  w ill bend th e  pow ers o f th e  m ind to  th e  cu ltiv atio n  
of d iscernm ent, so th a t  th e y  m ay  learn  grad ually  to  d iscrim inate 
betw een th e  tru e  and  false , th e  changeless and  th e  fleeting, th e 
rea l and  unreal. E v e n  to  h av e gone so fa r  w ill h av e loosened th e  
bonds w hich b ind  th e  soul to  th e  sep arated  life.

W ith  th e  grow th o f d iscrim ination  com es indifference to  th e 
methodical ^ m g s  th a t m erely  affect th e personal self. T h e 
progress m an *s § row n̂S to °  big to  be h u rt b y  re la tiv e  

tr iv ia lities . M ore and m ore purely  personal con­
siderations y ield  p lace to  princip les in th e  guidance o f h is conduct. 
H e is grow ing stron g  enough to  throw  down th e  w alls in  w hich 
form erly  he im m ured h im self fo r h is own p rotection . H e bares 
him self to  th e  elem ents, and  g rad u ally  becom es firm  and stead y  
as th e  tree  w hich has w eathered  b o th  th e  storm s of w inter and 
th e  scorching  b laze of sum m er.

P roceeding  gradually  inw ards, he tra in s th e  m ind to  obey 
h is will. H e learns con tro l o f thou ght and im agination. H e 
p ractises m ed ita tion  and con tem p lation  ; learns to  dwell n a tu r­
a lly  in th e  realm  of a b stra ct ideas ; begins to  acquire knowledge 
of sp iritu al v erities  b y  d irect in tu ition . Thus, in  his growing 
freedom , he becom es stead ily  m ore to leran t and com passionate.

W ith  th e falling  aw ay of th e  coarser fe tters  and th e  refinem ent 
o f th e  m ind and  p ersonality , fleeting  glim pses of th e  V ision 
B e a u tifu l w ill begin to  fire his h eart, and he necessarily  begins to  
range him self alongside th e m y stic in h is yearning for union w ith 
th e  Su prem e B ea u ty .

One d ay  th e  consciousness w ill dawn upon th e  astonished 
low er self th a t  its  ex isten ce has becom e th a t of a s e r v a n t ; th a t 
th e m otives and desires w hich a ctu a te  th e sp iritu ally  unaw akened 
no longer flow through it . A sense of dedication, of subserving 
som e higher purpose, w ill p oint to  th e estab lishm ent, behind th e 
scenes of th e m ateria l p lane, o f som e definite link  w ith th e sp iritual
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i-icipeis oi me world.
‘  ind-y onance tn a t no more definite

o u tw a rd  sig n  m a y  b e  vou ch safed . I t  depends upon the circum-

?taZ V  T t  T h e  te s t  0 f  th e  tru Jy  w a k e n e d  soul, however,
th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  p resen ce o r absence of such intimation will 

m a k e  no d ifferen ce.

T h e  sen se  o f on en ess w ith  h is fellow  m en begins to  show itself 
m  th e  o u tw ellin g  o f th a t  com p assion  w hich characterises the 
m y s tic  w ho h a s  a tta in e d  to  th e  C hrist-life. Further than the 
p o rta ls  w h ich  open on  th e  life  w here th e  la s t fetters fall away from 
th e  m a n , th e  p o r ta ls  o f In it ia tio n , i t  is n o t possible to penetrate. 
W e , “ dow n h e r e ,” m a y  c a tc h  glim pses of th e  sort of work which 
is  ca rr ie d  on , b y  a  s tu d y  o f th e  liv es o f th e  m ystics. Still more 
o cc a s io n a lly , th e  reco rd s o f o ccu ltism  p erm it a glance at the nature 
o f th e  life  b ey o n d  th e  G a te s  o f Gold.

A s is  e v e r  th e  case , sp iritu a l tru th s  m ay  only be expressed in 
f r e e d o m  * erm s ° f  p a ra d o x . T ru e  freedom  is attained only by 

IN t h e v o lu n ta ry  su rren d er o f th e  separated  self in service 
se r v it u d e  — freed om  is serv itu d e. T h e  further the steps of

th e  see k e r a d v a n ce  in  th e  d irection  of freedom, the 
m o re tru ly  does h e  b eco m e a  se rv a n t. T h e  freest spirits have been 
th e  S e rv a n ts  an d  S a v io u rs  o f th e  race . C hrist and Buddha, 
b e c a u se  th e y  h ad  a tta in e d  to  lib era tio n , were all the better 
eq u ip p ed  fo r  th e  S e rv ic e  w h ich  th e y  rendered to  their fellows. 
A n d  th e  w ork  w h ich  T h e y  in au g u ra ted  is s till going on re-echoing 
th ro u g h  th e  w orld . T h e se  g re a t lead ers of h um anity  must not 
b e  th o u g h t o f as m e re ly  dead  m em ories. T h e y  are v ital, living 
fo rce s  s t ill .  I n  B u d d h ism  an d  C h ris tia n ity  alike a cloud of 
w itn esses c a n  te s t i fy  to  th e  re a lity  o f T h e ir  ex istence.

A lth o u g h  d ev o tio n  to  one o f th e  g rea t W orld  Teachers is 
f re q u e n tly  a  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  th e  aw akening  soul, this is not 
n e c e ssa r ily  a lw ay s th e  case . So m e tem p eram en ts are able to find 
th e ir  w ay  a lo n g  th e  lin es  o f  p h ilosop h ical stu d y , especially of 
su ch  m a ste rs  o f id e a lis tic  p h ilosop h y  as P lo tin u s, not to  mention 
th e  c la ss ica l In d ia n  sy stem s. T h e  V ed a n ta  alone has been a 
so u rce  o f illu m in a tio n  fo r  m a n y  a  W estern  m ind.

T ru e  lib e ra tio n , how ever, im p lies c o n ta c t  w ith  th e hidden 
sp ir itu a l h e a r t o f  th e  w orld , w here th e  sa in ts  and sages and 
sav iou rs  o f  h u m a n ity  a re  bou n d  to g e th e r  in  an  indissoluble union 
o f serv ice . D esire  to  ren d er serv ice , th erefo re , is an  essential 
p re -req u is ite  fo r  c o n ta c t  w ith  w h at is  know n in  occu lt circles as 
th e  L od g e. So m e o f th e  p re lim in ary  stag es o f th e  p ath  to  libera­
tio n  m a y  b e  trod d en  b efo re  th e  desire fo r  serv ice aw akens in the
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h e a r t ; b u t as su rely  as th e  blossom  of th e  S p irit p u ts fo rth  its  
first buds, so su rely  w ill th e  desire to  serve h is fellow s be born 
w ith in  th e  h e a r t of th e  seeker.

S p iritu a l serv ice, how ever, such as th e  aw akening soul will 
desire to  render, is  n o t such as to  bring  fam e or honour to  th e 
p erso n ality  o f th e  serv an t. M ore freq u en tly  is th e  tru est service 
rendered in  th e  secre t p laces, unperceived b y  th e  busy  crowd. 
T h in k  you  th a t  th e  sp iritu a l recluse, C hristian  or B u d d h ist, who 
spends h is life  in  h igh con tem p lation , is w holly w asting h is tim e ? 
T o  confess as m u ch is to  b e tra y  one’s ignorance of th e  tru th . 
B ecau se  th e  form  of serv ice rendered b y  th e  contem p lative is so 
d issim ilar to  our own, it  is none th e  less effective.

A lthough it  m ay  n ot be w ith in  th e  ca p a city  of m an y  of us to  

w h e r e  a l l  w o r ^ *n  t l̂e Eighty specialised m anner o f th e con- 
m a y  h e l p  tem p lativ e , it  is open to  everyone to  work w ith  the 

m ind, and  to  range oneself defin itely  on  th e side 
o f th e forces w hich m ake for sp iritu al progress and u nity . I t  is 
open to  everyone to  w ork stead ily  a t th e ta sk  o f bringing the 
m ind and em otions under con tro l, so th a t not even in ad v erten tly  
m ay  th e y  becom e cen tres fo r th e  d issem ination of th e germ s of 
strife  and  discord, nor channels for increasing th e  cu rrents of 
h atred  and  suspicion w ith  w hich th e  psych ic atm osphere of th e 
w orld a t  th is  c r itica l ju n c tu re  appears to  be surcharged. T he 
v ery  effort of self-con tro l, th e  effort to  discipline thou ght and 
em otion , is an  effort w hich w ill co n trib u te  tow ards th e  lightening 
of th e  h eav y  burden of co llective k arm a under w hich h u m anity  
is  a t  th e  p resent tim e struggling.

T h e  d esirab ility  or, ra th er, necessity  for conscious con tro l 
and  pu rification  of th e  personal psych ic atm osphere is th e  m ore 
v ita l to -d ay  because th ere  are definite ind ications, fo r those who 
are ab le  to  read  th e  signs, th a t  a  su btle  and in tensive effort b y  
th e  pow ers o f darkness, whose in terest it  is to  re tard  th e  sp iritual 
developm ent o f h u m an ity  as long as possible, is being launched. 
T h e  reason for such a  s ta te  o f affairs is to  be found in th e  corres­
ponding efforts being pu t forth  b y  th e  sp iritual forces to  enable 
h u m anity  to  ta k e  a definite step  forw ard tow ards m ore ideal 
conditions, p hysically , m orally  and spiritually .

O ne has only  to  regard th e rising tid e of popular in terest in 
th e  deeper issues of life ’s problem s ; th e  rem arkable w ay in which 
th e  d aily  press is throw ing open its  colum ns to  artic les  and corres­
pondence on such su b jects  as philosophy, religion and m orality  ; 
and  th e  equally  wonderful response on th e  p a rt of th e  pu blic, who
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e v in ce  a  serio u s an d  su sta in ed  in tere st in th e topics presented for 
th e ir  co n sid e ra tio n . N o te  also  th e  increasing  interest in psychical 
a n d  o c c u lt  m a t te r s — a  p h en om en on  entailing  its own peculiar 
d a n g e rs .

S id e  b y  sid e w ith  th is  d efin ite ly  upw ard tendency may be ob­
se rv e d  w h a t lo o k s  l ik e  a  sy s te m a tic  and  organised attem pt to foster 
a n d  s t im u la te  a ll  t h a t  is  w orst in  hum an natu re— class hatred, 
d isa ffe c tio n , e n v y , se lf-in d u lg en ce , licence, vice of all kinds, 
m e n ta l a n d  m o ra l a n a rc h y . B o th  th e  good and evil sides of 
h u m a n  n a tu re  a re  b e in g  in ten sified , and  w hat m ay be regarded as 
a n  in v is ib le  c o m b a t is  in  fu ll sw ing. A ll th e  more reason that 
th o se  w ho h a v e  g a in ed  som e in k lin g  of w hat is taking place 
b e h in d  th e  sce n e s  sh ou ld  g u ard  th em selves lest by inadvertence 
th e y  a ss is t  th e  a cco m p lish m e n t o f th e  aim s of the forces of dis­
in te g ra tio n  an d  ch a o s. T o  th e  e x te n t th a t  one guards one’s 
p e rso n a l a u ra  o n e  is  g u ard in g  o th e rs . I t  m ay  seem that the 
e ffe c t o f  o n e  in s ig n ifica n t u n it in  th e  w hole body of humanity 
w ou ld  b e  n eg lig ib le . T o  a  c e r ta in  e x te n t th is  is true. But it 
m u st n o t b e  fo rg o tte n  th a t  know ledge brings added power, and 
a  co rresp o n d in g  in crea se  in  resp o n sib ility . There should be little 
n eed  to  rem in d  stu d e n ts  o f  o ccu ltism  o f th e  p otency  of definitely 
fo rm u la te d  th o u g h t, co n scio u sly  p ro je c te d  b y  a trained will. 
T h e  n e g le c t to  u se su ch  pow er on  th e  side of the powers of 
r ig h teo u sn e ss  a t  th is  ju n c tu re  is  a  d ereliction  of d u ty ; its 
m isu se , an d  m o re e sp ec ia lly  its  conscious m isuse, cannot but 
e n ta il  g ra v e  k a rm ic  re su lts .

T H E  E D IT O R .



NOSTRADAMUS AND SEISMIC 
PROPHECIES
B y  F R E D E R I C  T H U R S T A N

F O R  th e  exposition  and d em onstration  o f th e  m ethods and pos­
s ib ilities  of o racu lar h isto rica l p red iction  no hum an on earth  has 
show n h im self a  b e tte r  exp on ent th a n  N ostradam us. H is book 
o f prophecies o f th e  com ing events o f th e  w orld from  his own 
tim e to  th e  M illennium , se t fo rth  in a  thou sand  q u atra in  verses, 
m ay  rig h tly  b e  claim ed as th e  m ost rem arkable S iby llin e book 
our civ ilisa tion  has ever know n. O ther prophets, lik e  those of 
th e  D elp hic shrine and H ebrew  School, m ay  have foreshadowed 
ev en ts in  generalities and  am biguous h in ts  ; bu t N ostradam us 
foretold  m inu te specific d etails of com ing circum stances centuries 
before h isto ry  unveiled th e ir  e x a c t fulfilm ent— th e  only  p arallel 
in stan ce of such a  fe a t th e  old H ebrew s can  show is th a t o f Isa iah  
in  nam ing Cyrus and h is success over B ab y lo n . B u t  even th is 
in stan ce is o f doubtfu l au th en tic ity . M odernists m aintain  it  to  
b e  an  in sertion  in to  th e  te x t  a fte r  th e  ev en t. T h ere  is  no such 
dispute possible over N ostradam us. H is sta tem en ts he published 
him self in  p rin t— copies of th e  orig inal ed ition  in  1 5 5 5 - 1 5 5 7  are 
s t ill  e x ta n t. T h ere one m ay  read to -d ay  th e  astounding revela­
tion s he m ade in th e  m id -sixteen th  cen tu ry  of events o f th e  h istory  
of each subsequent centu ry , righ t up to  th e  G reat W ar. H e pre­
d icted  m inu te p articu lars abou t th e  execu tion  of K in g  C harles I, 
th e  b a ttle s  o f th e  C ivil W ar, th e  rise of Crom well, th e  F ire  and 
P lagu e of London, th e  changes o f d yn asty  in  E n glish  h istory , and 
hundreds m ore in  F ren ch  and E u rop ean  h istory .

T h e  ord inary  E n glish -read ing  pu blic are lit t le  aw are o f th is 
ind isp u table fa c t , w ith  a ll its  thought-com pelling  im plications. 
E x c e p t for G arenciére’s sm all ed ition  aw ay b ack  in  th e  tim e of 
th e  S tu a rts , th ere has been no com p lete tran sla ted  edition of his 
pred ictions in  our language.

In  F ra n ce  he is  w ell-known and largely  studied. T h e  perusal 
o f h is Quatrains has influenced th e  actions o f politicians like th e  
G reat N apoleon and his nephew Louis. W ith  us N ostradam us 
is generally  looked  upon as a  ch arlatan  astrologer who m ade one 
or tw o lu ck y  successes. I t  is only  th e few who closely  stu d y  the 
S e er’s w ritings and have searched in to  h istorica l records who
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k n o w  w ith  w h a t e x tra o rd in a ry  success he has proved the possi­
b i l i ty  o f P re d ic tio n  in  m in u te  p a rticu la rity , and the triumph of 
h is  sy s te m  o f p ro ced u re.

H is  m e th o d s  w ere p e cu lia r and  unique. They are well 
w o rth y  o f a  m in u te  e x a m in a tio n  b y  stud ents of the occult. They 
co m b in ed  th o se  o f th e  H ebrew  an d  D elphic Schools, with a dash 
o f th e  A ra b ic  an d  E g y p tia n . N ostradam us was no charlatan or 
m e re  a stro lo g e r . H e w as a n  honoured ce lebrity  of his day. When 
h is  b o o k  ca m e o u t, ju s t  a b o u t th e  tim e when Tudor Queen Mary 
w as en d in g  h e r  re ig n , th e  read in g  p u b lic  then was small, but the 
b o o k  to o k  i t  b y  s to rm . K in g s , sta tesm en , nobles, ecclesiastics, 
s tu d e n ts  p o red  o v e r  i t ,  ta lk e d  ab o u t i t  in Court, castle, mart, 
h a ll  a n d  ce ll. H e  w as su m m oned  to  C ourt and rewarded with 
s p e c ia l d is tin c tio n s  an d  m on ey . T h e  U niversities honoured him— 
h e  w as a  d istin g u ish ed  U n iv e rs ity  P rofessor himself. Of course, 
th e r e  w ere sco ffers  th e n , as now . T h ere  alw ays are over matters 
o f  p re d ic tio n . I t  m ean s so  m u ch  if  i t  b e  anyw here proved. It 
d oes n o t f it  in  w ith  th e  schem es of th e  w orldly or narrow-minded.

P u b lic ity  does n o t n ecessa r ily  p rove honesty  of claim. The 
w h ole  ca re e r  an d  c h a r a c te r  o f th e  m an  m u st be looked into.

L u c k ily  w e h a v e  p le n ty  o f first-h an d  evidence of this in that 
B o sw e llia n  b io g ra p h y  o f h im  p u blish ed  soon a fter  his death by his 
in t im a te  frien d  J e a n  de C hav ig ny , and  also  in a republication of 
a ll th e  life lo n g  corresp o n d en ce h e k ep t up w ith  royalties and the 
le a rn e d , w h ere in  h e exp ou n d ed  h is  belie fs  and m ethods..

B o th  in  fa m ily  an d  p e rso n a lity  M ichel de Nostredame was 
s in g u la rly  lik e  B e n ja m in  D ’ls ra e li. H is fam ily  used in public the 
p iou s o rth o d o x  su rn am e o f O ur L a d y , b u t in  p riv ate they claimed 
to  b e  Is ra e lite s  o f th e  D isp ersio n — n o t Je w s— bu t of the tribe of 
Is s a c h a r— th a t  tr ib e  w hose lead in g  m en, as we learn from the 
m u ste r  ro ll o f D a v id ’s su p p orters in  i  Chron. x ii, 3 2 , had a special 
re p u ta tio n  fo r  a ll "  u n d erstan d in g  o f th e  tim es ”— i-e- f°r 
A stro lo g y  an d  S eersh ip .

C on v erted  to  C h r is tia n ity  in  th e  preceding  cen tu ry  his ances­
to rs  h a d  serv ed  m o stly  a s  p h y sic ian s, m ath em atician s and astro­
log ers in  th e  su ite  o f th e  C ou nts o f P ro v en ce, and th eir cousins, 
th e  D u k es o f C a la b ria — th e  t itu la r  “ K in g s o f Je ru s a le m ” and, 
a s  su ch , h a d  b een  re p u ted  fo r  th e ir  sp ecia l proficiency in these 
lo res o f  th e  A ra b ic  E a s t .

L e t  us now  see how  h e a cq u ired  h is m ethod s and powers. His 
g ra n d fa th e r  w as an  e x p e rt n o t o n ly  in  H ebrew  traditions of
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procedure, b u t in  th a t  o f A rabic, D elp hic and K n ig h t-T em p lar 
R osicru cian  lore. As a  you th  he w as in stru cted  b y  th is  grand- 
sire, and found to  h av e th e  special n atu ral qu alifications in  it , 
b u t h is studies in  th is  b ran ch  w ere in terrupted  b y  h is necessary 
in stru ctio n  for th e  career of a phy sician  a t  th e  U niversities a t 
A vignon and M ontpelier.

W h ile  he held a  professorship in  M edicine a t  th e la tte r , an 
o u tb reak  of plague over a ll th e  Sou th  of F ra n ce  brought him  repu­
ta tio n  as a  sp ecia list in  plague trea tm en t, and  th e  n ex t fifteen 
years of h is life  saw  h im  h ard  a t w ork in  self-denying and dangerous 
labours, saving  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f variou s d istric ts  from  th is  
scourge. H is fin al p ost for th ree y ears w as one to  cleanse th e 
rich  C orporation of A ix  from  its  ravages o f plague, and he was so 
successful th a t  he w as voted  on h is re tirem en t a  large bonus and  
su b stan tia l pension. T h is  gave him  an  op p ortu n ity  to  carry  
o u t th e  secre t b en t o f h is genius. H e re tired  from  th e  activ e  
physician  w ork of h is profession, and confined him self to  th e then 
allied  p a rt o f th a t  profession, th e  advice for consu ltations as to  
s te lla r  influences, b y  castin g  h o rary  horoscopes and n ativ ities , 
regarding dispositions and  decum bitures.

T h is was in  th e  y ear 1 5 4 6 , w hen he was 4 2 . H e m arried and 
settled  down for th e  work in  th e  sm all tow n of Salon  de Croix, 
half-w ay on th e high road betw een M arseilles and A vignon. I t  
was th e h alf-w ay n ight-p ost tow n betw een these two places on th e 
highw ay used b y  a ll th e w orld-travellers, am bassadorial, ecclesi­
a stica l and  m ercan tile , passing in to  and out from  F ran ce  through 
th e  g reat port.

T h ere  he w as not only qu iet and secluded, b u t in th e w ay of 
receiv ing a  co n stan t stream  of rich  and influential c lien ts who 
spread his rep u tation  as an  astrologer and seer a ll over th e  
civilised  E u rop ean  world. H e added to  th is reputation  by  
publishing an n u ally  an  alm anack  w ith  predictions and disquisi­
tion s for th e com ing year. C harlatans, to  his disgust, p irated  his 
nam e to  fo ist off th e ir  ru bbish  ; bu t B ishops and churchm en 
honoured and cou ntenanced  him .

B u t— and here is th e  secret o f h is life— a ll th is  astrological 
professional w ork w as a  m ere b lind  to  hide from  th e  profane his 
re a l p ractices in  th e  occu lt as a Seer a fte r  th e School of his fam ily, 
who, using th e  stud y of s te lla r  influences m erely  as an ad ju n ct, 
rea lly  a tta in ed  th e ir  resu lts b y  so lita ry  vigils and séances in a 
sp ecia lly  prepared shrine, where, b y  using m ethods o f invoca­
tio n  and ritu a l, h a lf H ebrew  and h alf D elphic, th ey  believed
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th e m se lv e s  to  b e  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  and  under the guidance of a 
b a n d  o f C e le s tia ls , th e  sam e as v isited  and vouchsafed revelations 
to  D a n ie l a n d  th e  o th e r  H ebrew  p rophets.

*s vve^  ^ ere  t °  re m em b e r th a t  th e  H ebrew  school of prophets 
d iffered  fro m  a ll o th e r  sch o o ls o f d iv ination  in postulating that 
th e  e v o lu tio n  o f th e  h u m an  ra ce  w as in  the hands of a special 
o rg a n isa tio n  o f C e le stia ls  know n as E lo h im , sent to carry out the 
p la n s  an d  d ecrees o f th e  Su p rem e E l  A donai, to  this earth of 
o u rs , ju s t  a s  V ic e ro y s  go fo r  a  term  of years to carry out the 
a rra n g ed  p la n s  o f so m e g re a t C en tra l G overnm ent. A succession 
o f  C e le stia l \ iceroy s cam e to  us each  fo r a term  of seven Millen­
n iu m s in  w h ich  th e y  s ta r te d  an d  developed some particular kind 
o f  S o c ia l e v o lu tio n  an d  d evelop m en t. T h e Viceroy by whom the 
h u m a n  ra c e  w as now  b ein g  tra in ed  and  bred they  called by the 
n a m e  IA H W E H  o r IE H O V A H . T o  H ebrew  adepts he was more 
th a n  a  m e re  t r ib a l  G od— h e w as th e  p la n eta ry  ruler and Celestial 
re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  w h ole ea rth . T h e  heathen glimpsed his 
n a m e  an d  sw ay  in  th e  C ele stia l th e y  called  Jo v e . B ut Nostra­
d am u s h a d  a  sp e c ia l b e lie f  in  th is  resp ect, as a sincere convert to 
C h r is t ia n ity , th a t  w e a re  now  a t  th e  end of Iah v eh ’s sixth day of 
m issio n  an d  th a t  h e  w ill sh o r tly  re tire  for a  Sabbath  Millennium 
o f r e s t , le a v in g  th e  a c t iv e  o rg an isa tio n  of the completion of his 
C iv ilisa tio n  o r  K in g d o m — ju s t  a s  d id  th e  an cien t Pharaohs of 
E g y p t— to  h is  so n  a s  an  assessor, th e  M essiah foretold in Hebrew 
p ro p h e cy . N o strad am u s d iffered  from  th e  Hebrews in believing 
Je s u s  o r  I s s a  to  b e  th is  S o n  and  M essiah. H e differed also, in 
on e p o in t, fro m  th e  u su al ru n  o f o ccu ltis ts  who work in secret 
so c ie tie s  an d  g rou p s bound  u nd er o a th s  o f secrecy. He worked 
b y  h im se lf, an d , b e in g  u nd er no o a th , w hen h is book was published 
an d  th e re  w as no m ore need  to  co n cea l h is  p ractices from prying 
ey es, h e  d isc lo sed  to  th e  K in g  an d  g en eral p u blic in the prefaces 
to  h is  b o o k s  an d  in  h is  su b seq u en t correspondence the methods 
an d  r itu a ls  h e  h a d  u sed  to  a tta in  in terco u rse  w ith  these Celestials, 
a n d  re ce iv e  th e  re v e la tio n s  th e y  consented , in answer to his 
p ra y e rs , to  g iv e  fo r  m an k in d — n o t to  guide or enforce their 
a c tio n s , b u t to  co n v in ce  th em  th rou gh  ev en tu al fulfilm ent, that 
th e  g re a t ev en ts  o f th e  w orld ’s h is to ry  w ere in  accordance with 
th e ir  p re -arran g ed  schem e o f develop m ent.

B r ie f ly  th e se  m eth o d s w ere a s  follow s. F o r  th e next ten 
y ea rs  o f h is  life , n ig h t a f te r  n ig h t, w hen h is  neighbours slept, he 
re tire d  to  h is  s o lita ry  sh rin e  in  an  u p p er ch am b er w ith a glass 
sk y lig h t, th rou g h  w hich  h e cou ld  observ e th e  heavens outside.
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Beside him stood a bronze Delphic tripod holding a font of con­
secrated water. Beneath it was a brazier with live coals on which 
from time to time he sprinkled incense. Dipping then a laurel 
branch in the font he sprinkled his forehead and the floor and drew 
a magic circle round him. On the other side of him stood a cubic 
block acting as an altar. On it rested a sceptre-wand, and a 
candlestick with seven branches. In front of him stood a statue of 
the Delphic Apollo facing him and pointing to a large magic mirror, 
in which veridical visions appeared.

There, with his mind set in the mystic state of silence and 
prayer, he appealed to Gabriel or some other Celestial for enlighten­
ment on certain definite points. These, in his Preface, he names, 
and this limitation of his attention accounts for the limitations 
of his predictions to certain groups of events only, such as battles, 
sieges, personalities, and pests and earthquakes.

The response, he tells us, came in two ways. Sometimes it 
was objective, and sometimes subjective. It depended on the 
conditions of weather and circumstance. Sometimes proceedings 
of manifestation commenced by the gradual formation of a 
Shekinah Cloud of luminous, misty flame rising from the incense 
clouds of the tripod, floating round the room, then hovering 
over and finally settling upon the Apollo figure, making a 
radiance thence of celestial, vibrating light, filling the whole room 
with a brilliance more like that of sheet lightning than that of 
ordinary flame. It was as Moses saw, when he gazed on the 
Burning Bush. Out of this radiant cloud of “ Presence ” then 
would come sounds of a still, quiet voice, full of accompanying 
harmony, directly enunciating revelations of things to come, or 
explaining them in visions and pictures appearing in the mirror. 
On other occasions the response was entirely subjective. A deep 
coma or trance accompanied with heightened illumination of 
intelligence stole over his attentive mind, concentrated calmly on 
the contemplations of the heavens in front of him and of the times 
and seasons of cycles of planetary revolution to come, until 
gradually he felt a divine direct intuitive conviction of the signifi­
cance and interpretation of the future in the lap of the Eternal 
Now, and the reactions of the raining diffused influences setting 
into forms and groups like molten metal into crystallisation.

One thing regarding this inspiration he always proclaimed—  
it was not his earthly reason that cognized it— it was God’s own 
consciousness and determination pouring into his emptied and 
silent self-consciousness— the undifferential ray of the Gnosis
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pouring into the moulds of the human mind prepared by Celes­
tial control to give it form and manifestation. “ My prophecy,” 
he writes to the King, “ comes not ab F a to  but abN atura et Deo."
He was in the state that St. John the Mystic called “ in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s Day.”

Each night’s séance was concluded by recording notes of what 
he had received, and during his leisure moments each morning 
time he elaborated from these records a series of Delphic oracular 
predictions couched in cleverly constructed and enigmatical 
verses of four lines each which he styled Quatrains. It was not 
wanted by him that his full meaning should be revealed before 
the event ; he concealed it by using antique words—mostly 
Low Latin or Hellenic— inversion of words in his sentences— 
and using anagrams of transposed letters of names and nicknames 
of his own wit for certain personalities and parties. But the 
greatest literary merit of these verses is its extraordinary conden­
sation : into each set of four lines he packs a crowd of statements 
of fact.

After a decade or more of this occult devotion he had accumu­
lated in an album a thousand of these quatrains. He was sternly 
forbidden all this while to show them to anyone or even to tell his 
most intimate friends of their existence. It was not till 1555  that 
his inner Directors permitted the publication of them: but to 
prevent any humans using the predictions as an instigation to 
actions of their own will, he was ordered to make a haphazard 
jumble of them and avoid consecutive exposition.

Accordingly he wrote each quatrain on a separate leaf— though 
apparently occasionally, when a particular prediction required 
two quatrains for full exposition, he wrote the two on one leaf- 
then, shuffling them like cards, he drew them out and arranged 
them into parcels of one hundred each called Centuries. Seven 
of these centuries were published only in the first edition— the 
full ten appeared in the second edition two years after. Printing 
in those primitive days was a laborious, unskilled task. Mis­
prints occur abundantly, even in modern days— doubtless these 
two editions have their original intention further obscured by 
printers blunders. The next edition a dozen years later was made 
by his son. Nostradamus had in the interval been too afflicted 
by illness to revise the old faults. Many subsequent editions have 
since been issued in many countries, and many emendations of 
the original T ex te , as it is called, have been suggested.
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The book, even at its first appearance, received an extra­
ordinary reception.

But the experiences of the role of any public prophet are not 
always of glory— obloquy and derision are also a concomitant, and 
Nostradamus got his full share of this in his last days from his 
more material-minded and vainglorious learned contemporaries. 
He made no public defence. He was content, he said, to be judged 
by posterity through the results in historical verification.

These results, we can now safely assert, do justify his claim 
to be a prophet and more— the greatest of recorded prophets. More 
than half his quatrain predictions have been verified by their 
fulfilment in subsequent history even to minutest details. It is 
this minuteness of detail that makes our seer’s prophetic quality 
so conspicuous. Let us consider a few instances to show this. 
His predictions refer of course mostly to his own country, but 
there are several referring to our history. As these will appeal to 
us more, let us take as an example those referring to the Stuart 
times.

He begins by what would seem to an ordinary historian an 
insignificant event— the recognition of James as a royal son. The 
Celestials who arrange events see differently. If that recognition 
had not taken place the whole of Britain’s future would have been 
altered— it was therefore a “ cardinal ” event. In Century X, 
Quatrain 40, we read the words published a century before : 
T h e y o u n g  p r in ce  o f  the K in g d o m  o f  B r ita in , whose dying fa th er  
w ill have recom m ended h im  : th is one being dead— L onole w ill 
perorate and snatch the kingdom  fro m  h is  very son. In these four 
lines are condensed the historical events of Bothwell’s appeal to 
the Scottish Lords for the guardianship of his child James, and 
the formation of a United Kingdom of Britain by that child’s 
accession. There was no Kingdom of Britain in 1555, only 
Kingdoms of England and Scotland. Also his succession by his 
son Charles ; also that this son would lose that Kingdom through 
the parliamentary haranguing of Cromwell, and finally that 
Cromwell’s nickname among his troopers was “ Ole Nol ” (anagram 
Lonole).

The execution as well as the deposition of Charles I was another 
crucial cardinal point in the history of our civilisation. It was the 
first disabusing of the popular mind from the tyranny of the dogma 
of Sacrosanct Divine Royalty. In the Quatrain IX. 49 we read 
G hent an d  B ru ssels w ill be m arching against A ntw erp, and the 
Senate o f  L o n d o n  w ill be p u ttin g  to death their K in g . S a lt an d  w ine
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- vh*  gw  u y sei m rough their getting their Kingdom  all tumbled 
in to  d isa rra y . Here in four lines we have the Spanish King’s 
expedition in his Flanders territory to seize Antwerp— this gives
the correct date and the cause of his non-interference with the 
deed of execution.

Then in a single second line there are three more distinct facts 
foretold, ist, there would be a Parliament; 2nd, it would meet 
in London ; 3rd, it would execute its King. The last lines give 
the result, social tribulation through revolution and civil strife. 
There the words stand incontrovertibly printed a century previous 
to the event. Can anyone after this deny the possibility of 
detailed historical prediction ? But the wonder increases. In 
Cent. VIII. 37, the precise circumstances of this “ putting to death ” 
are foretold. History gives them thus. The King was kept under 
guard for long at Windsor Castle. By order of Parliament he 
was then brought for trial to Westminster and executed, in his 
shirt sleeves, at Whitehall (then in sight of Westminster Bridge). 
His remains were brought back to Windsor and buried in St. 
George’s Chapel. Nostradamus predicts all this in four lines thus: 
T h e re  sta n d s a  C a stle  n ea r the T h a m es. A  K in g  imprisoned in it 

w ill  m eet h is  f a l l .  H a r d  by a bridge he w ill be seen in  his shirt­
sleev es j u s t  before h is  death. A fte r  that he w ill be buried in the 
C a stle . Could any prediction be more truly detailed ?

Our Seer was by breed and habit an aristocrat. He did not 
like the vision presented him of a Plebeian pretending to sover- 
eign rights. Cromwell’s face, with its heavy jowl and eyebrows 
and warts, appalled him. This is how he saw him in his mirror. 
Cent. VIII. 76, reads thus : A  butcher m ore than K in g  rules England. 
A  m a n  o f  no birth w ill seize  the governm ent by violence. O f loose 
m o ra ls, w ith ou t f a i t h  or la w , h e w ill bleed the earth. H is  hour 
a p p ro a ch es m e so n ea r it  chokes m e.

Nostradamus indeed had a masterly genius for compressing 
whole pages of history into four lines of one quatrain. Another 
good example of this is his prediction of the battle of Dunbar, 
the first decisive turning-point in the struggle between Royalist 
and Parliamentarian. Carlyle’s graphic account tells us these 
facts. Leslie’s army comes out and places itself in rather 
narrow ground. The battlefield was hampered by the narrow 
sloping sides of the glen. But the Highlanders began with a rush, 
raising their usual shouts and slogans. Cromwell and Leslie 
responded by making the troopers sing the 117th Psalm. Cromwell 
captured the papers of the Scotch war office and the Great Seal
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of Scotland.” Our prophet’s words in Cent. VIII. 56, are T h e  
hand though weak w ill he left occupying the fie ld . Those fro m  the 
H ig h la n d s sh a ll raise horrible shouts. T h e large force shall he ham ­
pered  by being cram ped in  a corner and f a l l  close to D inebro  (Anagram 
Edinbro’), their pa p ers even fa llin g  into the V icto r 's  hands.

The battle of Worcester, fought on the same date, Sept. 3, a 
year after, clinched the eclipse of Royalty. It is equally minutely 
foretold in Cent. VIII. 58 : W hen  a certain K in g d o m  in  quarrel 
fo rces its  sons to take u p  arm s to decide who shall claim  the B r ita n n ic  
title, the K in g  (Charles II), too late advised, being surprised at night, 
is  fo rced  to seek the a ir  o f  F ra n ce.

The Great Plague and Fire of London he looked upon as visita­
tions for London’s leading share in the crime of regicide, and he 
specified thus the calamities : (Cent. II. 53) T h e  great plague o f  
the m aritim e C ity  sh a ll not leave o ff raging u n til the death be avenged 
o f  the blood o f  the In n ocen t who was condem ned u n ju stly  fo r  m oney  
through the pretence o f  the Great D a m e  (London) having been out­
raged (by ship money) ; and (II. 51) T h e blood o f  the J u s t  M a n  at 
L o n d o n  w ill necessitate exp ia tion . B u rn t by firebolts in  three 
tw enties a n d  s ixes  (1666) the O ld  D a m e  (L o n d o n ) w ill lose her high  
p la ce  aw hile. Note the actual date, given wrapped up. Numer­
ous other predictions of England have been verified in subse­
quent reigns. Let it suffice for our patriotism to note that the 
very last quatrain, X. 100, predicts a great empire will be gained 
by England— E n g la n d  w ill m a in ta in  the P a n -ta m  (i.e. the universal 
mastery of the seas) fo r  som ething short o f  fo u r  centuries, and that 
the sea pow er o f  P ortu g a l (then supreme) w ould dw indle aw ay, m uch  
to their disgust.

French history naturally has more quatrains devoted to its 
critical events. For one we must find room. It not only illus­
trates the prophet’s marvellous faculty for compression, but also 
the fact how the world’s progression depends often on what 
appears a trifling episode. The flight of King Louis XVI was such. 
If he had not foolishly attempted to fly after he had renounced 
his Absolute Sovereignty and consented to rule as a parliamentary 
monarch the radical ideas of the Revolution would never have 
altered France. We know every detail of that historic escapade. 
The King started off in a post-chaise in the guise of a grey-robed 
priest pretending to be conducting the Queen as a white-robed 
Carmelite nun. When they reached Varennes at night, while the 
post-horses were being changed, the King alighted and went into a 
chandler’s shop, chatted and was detected. This chandler named
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Saulce informed his grandfather— an oil merchant, the mayor of the 
town. The King, still wearing his red travelling nightcap fashioned 
like a Persian cap called a Mitre, was arrested. The Marseillaise 
rabble, wearing similar red caps, happened to be marching by on 
their way to Paris. Five hundred derisively carried off the King 
as a comrade back to Paris and attacked the Tuileries War Office. 
The War Minister, the Comte of Narbonne,frightened, turned traitor 
and allowed the King to be prisoned, tried, and guillotined. All 
this history is specifically predicted in Cent. IX. 20 and IX. 34, 
thus : B y  n ig h t there sh a ll com e through the forest o f  Reines two parties 

v is-à -v is , on e the Q u een  lik e  a statue in  white, the other as a black 

m o n k  i n  grey. W ith in  the boundaries o f  Varennes these being picked 

ou t a n d  ca p tu red  ca u se a tem pest, a fire , a bloodshed and a—  
s lic in g  (guillotine).

T h e  h u sb a n d  a lon e afflicted  w ill be m itred on h is  return. A conflict 
w ill ta ke p la c e  in  the T u ile r ie s  by 500 m en. O ne traitor w ill be called 

N a r b o n n e  a n d  the other S a u lc e  whose grandfather an oilman will 

h a n d  h im  over to arm ed m en.

These instances will suffice to show the minuteness of the 
prophet’s foresight and prediction through what he visioned or 
heard in the midnight vigils in his shrine.

Many of his quatrains referring to big earthquakes and famines 
are yet to come. There is not space to give a complete list of these, 
but there are a few whose occurrence is to be expected in the 
month of May.

There is one in particular of these which I should like here to 
call public attention to previous to the event. For it may hap­
pen this very May of 1929— if the purposed ambiguities of the 
punctuation can be taken to read in a certain way. I refer to 
the Quatrain Cent. X .  67. In the original “ T ex te  ” it is unpunc­
tuated. But, if pointed off in the following natural way, it will 
read thus :

" L e  trem blem ent s i  fo r t  a u  m o is de M a y  !
S a tu r n e  C a p e r— J u p ite r , M e rc u r e  a u  B œ u f—
V e n u s  A r ie s — C a n cer M a r s  en N o n n a y —
T om bera gresle lors p lu s  g ros q u 'u n  Œ u f .”

This may be translated thus : O h  the trem bling in  the month of 
M a y  so s tr o n g !  S a tu r n  i n  C a p rico r n — J u p ite r  an d  M ercury m  
T a u r u s — V e n u s  in  A r ie s — M a r s  in  h is  f a l l  in  C ancer— H ailstones 
w ill f a l l  then  as big as a n  egg.
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[N.B. There is a variant reading in line 3. A u s s ie  for A r ie s  
V en u s a lso ,”  i.e., in Taurus.]

The Astrological Ephemeris for 1929 shows that this May these 
positions are exactly fulfilled, since during this month Saturn will 
be just retrograding out of Capricorn. Jupiter moving from 
Taurus 20° to 270, Mercury in the beginning of Taurus, Venus 
just stationary in the end of Aries after having just temporarily 
retrograded from Taurus.

The likeliest days, if this event should happen this month, will 
be from May 9 to n ,  for that includes not only a very ominous 
eclipse of the Sun close to Jupiter in the earthy fixed sign Taurus, 
concomitant with an adverse pull of Saturn on Mars, but also it is 
the time of Mars being in the exact degree of his fall in Cancer 28°.

There is no indication of the exact locality to frighten any 
particular district. It may be a general extraordinary seismic 
activity accompanied by meteoric showers or volcanic eruptions.

Perhaps we have further indications of this same disaster in 
a further Quatrain, Cent. IX. 83 also predicting an earthquake on 
May 10-nth some years to come. There he says : W hen the 
su n  is  on the tw entieth degree o f  T a u ru s [i.e. May 10-11 every year) 
so strongly w ill the earth tremble, a great theatre crowded w ill be 
ru in ed  an d the A ir ,  S k y  and E a rth  obscured and troubled. S a in ts  
an d in fid els a lik e w ill ca ll u p on  God.

Last spring seismic activity manifested round Corinth. It 
may manifest there again soon in some coming spring. For 
Cent. II. 52 prophesies an earthquake there which may sink the 
isthmus and cause a war. His words are : F o r  several nights the 
ground w ill tremble. A b o u t Sp rin g tim e two shocks fo llow . C orin th  
an d E p h e su s  (near Sm yrn a) w ill sw im  on the two seas— W ar w ill  
fo llo w  started by two V a lia n ts in  a wrestle.

Time alone will show the verification of these and many more 
destinies to come, and then at last the world may endorse the 
encomium of his generation on this greatest of prophets, recorded 
on his monument in the old chapel at Salon. Anyone making a 
tour on the road between Avignon and Marseilles may read it 
to this day. Translated from its Latin it runs :

H e r e  l i e  t h e  b o n e s  o f  t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  M i c h a e l  N o s t r a ­

d a m u s  WHOSE ALMOST DIVINE PEN ALONE IN THE JUDGMENT OF 

ALL MORTALS WAS CHOSEN WORTHY UNDER THE INFLUX OF THE 

STARS TO RECORD THE FUTURE EVENTS OF THE WHOLE WORLD.

P o s t e r i t y , d i s t u r b  n o t  h is  m e r i t e d  s w e e t  r e s t .



pianeENETRATI0N 0F the astral
B y  DION FORTUNE

W H EN  a man ventures upon the astral plane (or, in a more 
accurate and expressive terminology, acquires astral conscious­
ness) he enters the highly organised kingdom of intelligent and 
very important entities. They are of a far higher grade of 
d ev elo p m en t than we are, for they finished their evolution before 
we started upon ours. They are perfected beings of their degree. 
But we are of a far higher grade of E v o lu tio n  than they are, for we 
began where they left off. We are imperfect specimens of a 
higher race, still in the making. Compare a three-year-old 
child with a three-year-old dog, and a true concept of the rela­
tionships of the evolutions will be obtained. Just as we envy 
and marvel at the perfection of the astral beings, so they envy 
and marvel at our potentialities, at the same time that they dread 
and deplore our imperfections and crudenesses.

is this which is the cause of the fundamental antagonism 
e ween the two evolutions. The elemental beings fear our 

c umsy crudities, and dislike what they fear; for we are terribly 
estructive to the delicately balanced perfections of their kingdom. 
*1. * e °^ ler hand, they are fully alive to the tremendous possi- 

i lties of the human race, and if they meet with a human being 
in w om the warrmg forces have been brought to a balance, so 

at he is no longer a source of destruction to the;r delicate etheric 
structures, they regard him as we regard the Manus, the great 
initiators and culture gods of the ancient civilisations; for the 

uman intelligence is indeed the god of the astral, using the word 
go in the significance in which it was understood in ancient 
Greece. What the Titans were to man, so is man to the 
elementáis, a dangerous and destructive being in his lower 
aspect, but capable of becoming a miraculous saviour and 
liberator in his higher aspect.

There are two ways of approach to the astral plane; we can 
c ím up from below by the method of psychic approach, or we 
can escend from above by the method of mental approach. In 

e ormer case, we enter the kingdom of the elementáis as a diver 
en ers e water, plunging in with violence, moving with varying 

egrees o s ill in an unnatural element, and remaining therein as
380



PENETRATION OF THE ASTRAL PLANE 381

long as we are able to support the conditions, which is at best 
only for a brief period. We are there by violence, not by right, 
and to the denizens of that kingdom we resemble a wild elephant 
charging down a city street. The population first scatters, 
then fetches firearms, and finally, the jungle beast having fled 
back to its own place, ruefully surveys the damage its clumsy 
movements have done.

In the other method of approach, the astral explorer prepares 
consciousness by special processes for his undertaking. He no 
longer has to plunge violently into the astral plane, returning 
gasping to his native element after a brief immersion. He 
develops his astral faculties. Now these astral faculties are the 
powers of emotional feeling; for the instinctive passions belong 
to the lower astral, and the finer feelings and selfless emotions 
belong to the upper astral; and just as the astral explorer, who 
enters the astral plane from below, strikes first its densest and 
crudest sub-plane, so the astral explorer who enters from above 
meets first its most sublimated aspect.

For functioning upon the astral plane, emotional balance 
is essential. Emotional balance on the astral plane is com­
parable to the poised and upright body on the physical plane. 
The inexperienced astral explorer staggers like a baby, clinging 
to the hand of his guide, while the astral entities, kindly but 
amused, gather round to assist his first unsteady steps. This 
explains the nature of many early astral experiences, wherein the 
experimenter finds that the astral entities, while not in the 
least malevolent, are inclined to amuse themselves at his expense, 
the whole proceeding lacking dignity.

The improperly prepared astral explorer has the astral gait 
of a drunken man, staggering ungracefully from one insecure 
support to another, and just as such an unedifying spectacle 
invariably attracts small boys on the physical plane, so the 
younger souls of the astral plane are apt to amuse themselves by 
baiting the unwary visitor.

The properly initiated entrant, however, always takes his first 
uncertain steps under the care of a guide, and he is taught to 
enter the astral plane by the proper gates. The great occult 
Orders it is which have the keys to these gates between the 
planes, and the elementáis are aware of it. An understanding 
exists between these Orders and the kingdoms of the elements, 
and properly-accredited initiates have the right of entrance upon 
the astral. This is what is meant by the freedom of the planes.
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Trained initiates know how to comport themselves in the kingdom 
of the elements, and therefore do no damage. Consequently 
no objection is taken to their entrance. Each one is taught to 
construct for himself by visualisation a robe on which the badge 
of his Order is conspicuously displayed, and he wears this upon 
his astral body whenever he enters the astral plane.

It is also often the custom with occultists to use a material 
robe of the same pattern when engaged upon magical operations. 
This is done in order to assist the visualising powers of the imagi­
nation, which play such an important part in occult work. As we 
think of ourselves, so do we become upon the astral plane, and if 
we think of ourselves as wearing a robe of a particular form, we 
appear upon the astral as wearing it, for it is the imagination 
which shapes the astral matter.

It may well be asked, What benefit does the experimenter 
expect to derive from his astral adventures ? For mere curiosity 
and love of excitement would not be considered sufficient to justify 
the deliberate seeking of such experiences, and neither is the true 
occultist prompted by such motives to seek them; if he were, 
the astral gates would be closed to him. No properly accredited 
guide could be found to take him by the hand, and he would 
perforce have to dive out on to the lower astral as best he 
might, and at his own risk.

The occultist seeks to tread the starry paths of the astral in 
order that he may complete his command of the powers of the 
planes, for all forms and all forces have to be translated down the 
planes, or sublimated up the planes by the proper stages of 
transmutation ; it is not possible to miss out a plane in this 
process. As the old maxim has it, “ Nature never makes a leap, 
and the steps must be taken in their proper order in any process 
which involves the transmutation of power between the planes. 
Therefore, unless the occultist understands astral functioning, he 
is incapable of bringing any occult operation to fruition on the 
plane of dense matter. Hence the many accounts we have of 
inner plane experiences which appear to be nothing more than 
pictures in the imagination, and the very few accredited reports 
of any effects being produced on the plane of dense matter. An 
astral experience is indeed an experience in picture-consciousness, 
and nothing more, and were it not for the terribly potent results 
produced on the emotional nature, we could dismiss it as “ of such 
stuff as dreams are made of,” which indeed it is. But dreams are 
potent things, especially in their own sphere. An adept has
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mastered the method of functioning on the astral plane, and is 
therefore able to bring his work from that plane into manifesta­
tion on the physical plane, and is consequently able to perform 
the genuine operations of magic.

For these processes he has to have the co-operation of the 
astral entities, for although he knows enough to do no harm upon 
the astral, his powers of direct action are extremely limited, and he 
is obliged to work through the entities native to that plane, just 
as the white man in a tropical country has to employ native labour 
for the actual performance of the task while he supplies the direct­
ing intelligence. The adept, therefore, limits his personal efforts 
to the choice of the right means for the operation he has in hand, 
and the control of the physical conditions, but the actual astral 
operations which manipulate etheric matter have to be carried 
out by the astral beings themselves, for only they can manipulate 
it. This is a very important point in all operations which are 
designed to bring the powers of the mind to bear directly upon 
dense matter, and has an important bearing upon the processes 
of spiritual healing, especially where the actual repair of tissues 
is concerned, as distinguished from the control of functional 
derangement. It is the " fiery lives ” as Mme. Blavatsky calls 
them that are the operatives in these cases.

It may further be asked, what inducement can the adept offer 
to the beings of the elements, princes in their own spheres, to 
persuade them to undertake these arduous tasks for his benefit ? 
There are two methods by which the occultist obtains the help of 
the elemental beings, methods which correspond to the two means 
of entrance upon the astral plane. In the one method, he terrifies 
them into compliance by invoking the corresponding devils of 
the obverse universe, referred to in Genesis as “ the waters under 
the earth.” Obtaining the co-operation of these evil spirits—  
at a price, as always— he is able to terrorise the elementals into 
compliance with his behests. They, however, are unwilling slaves, 
only watching their opportunity to turn upon their master and 
end their bondage. The occultist who uses this method is there­
fore exposed to a constant risk from two sources; firstly, he is 
always in danger of a rebellion on the part of his enslaved familiars, 
against which nothing but sleepless vigilance can guard, and no 
vigilance can stand such a strain indefinitely; sooner or later 
his alertness flags, and then his bondslaves revenge the insult and 
injury that has been inflicted upon them. Secondly, the prince 
of the obverse sphere will inevitably come for his pound of



384 THE OCCULT REVIEW

flesh when it suits his convenience, as Dr. Faustus found to his 
cost, and it is impossible to swindle him of his dues by any 
magical process within the scope of a being of the evolution of 
earth, for the Dark Princes, being wise in their generation, in­
variably make a proviso in their bond which effectually prevents 
this. In the case of Faust, he was made to sign the bond with the 
devil in his own blood, and the blood “ being a very occult sub­
stance, this gave his dark ally a secure hold upon him.

The method of the adepts, however, is entirely different. It 
can best be understood by considering the process through which 
a human being goes when accepted as a pupil by the Masters. 
He serves the Masters selflessly and whole-heartedly in their work 
for God and man, and in return he gets his occult training. So 
it is with the Beings of the Elements. The initiated human 
being comes to them as an initiator, and they serve him whole­
heartedly and with a devotion which we, being as yet imperfect, 
never equal upon the earth. The adept has none of the diffi­
culties with his ministering spirits that the Master has with his 
human pupils.

The man is the initiator of the elemental, and they all, with­
out exception, desire initiation according to their degree, for 
they know, as one of the fundamental laws of their nature, that 
not otherwise can they win to immortality, for they have no spark 
of Divine Spirit as the nucleus of their being, but are themselves 
only systems of magnetic stresses built up by the Lords of previous 
evolutions of Flame, Form, and Mind, the Evolution of Flame 
being concerned with the Element of Fire, the Evolution of Form 
with the Element of Earth, and the Evolution of Mind with the 
Element of Air. Water is under the /Egis of its own Astral Evolu­
tion, being the work of epigenesis upon that plane. The adept 
who seeks to manipulate the astral conditions obtains sanction 
from the Lords of the Evolutions so to do, and armed with that 
sanction is accepted by the elementáis as a messenger of those Who, 
to them, are the gods.

Coming thus, understanding the astral conditions and able to 
move freely in them, and armed with the delegated authority of 
the Ancient Ones, the regularly initiated adept is indeed a Master 
in the true sense of the word to the Beings of the Elements, and 
is revered and adored by them as such ; but he must be worthy 
of that adoration if he is to retain the trust and respect of those 
whose co-operation he seeks. They will unmask a Dark Initiator 
or an incompetent magician as readily as will human beings. He
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must be worthy of the trust reposed in him by the Ancient Ones 
if he is to rule over their children.

The elementals are the “ creations of the created,” they are 
the “ Sons of the gods ” in very truth. For this reason they lack 
the Divine Spark, and therefore cannot survive a Pralaya, or 
Night of Manifestation, when the universe goes into a negative 
state. It is to mankind they look to induce in them the vibration 
characteristic of the Cosmic Plane, whence the Divine Sparks are 
derived, so that they will be able to maintain this mode of vibra­
tion during the Cosmic Night, when all other vibrations are 
stilled. Then at the dawn of the next Cosmic Day they will 
indeed be spiritual beings, endowed with immortality, for they 
will have lived during the Age of Silence upon the Seventh Plane 
of the Cosmos.

THE PATH
By OLIVE LINNELL

Eternal Spirit stirs the soul of Youth ;
Inspires to tread the Path and follow Truth 
Where, as Christ promised, He will guide the way 
Of all who hear His prompting and obey.

The Aspirant will follow unafraid,
But will not fetter others, nor upbraid ;
He holds no thought of bitterness or fear 
Because some fond, but preconceived idea 
Must needs be modified where Truth is found, 
Exposing error on untrodden ground—
For Truth is absolute, and only we
Are limited by what we’ve scope to see
As we progress. But every step brings change,
And higher points command a wider range.
So he who climbs will find his thoughts expand—  
And none so well can ever understand 
The toil involved before those heights are gained ; 
Or feel such sympathy, as he who has attained, 
With those who struggle still upon the way 
Beset with snares which hamper and delay 
Before they see a little farther yet,
And let go prejudice without regret.

How great the need for more humility,
More faith, more patience, more sincerity 1
For, while each year we view fresh heights to climb,
Eternity is superseding Time.

EE



THE HERMIT OF TRUTH
(-Psychically  Received)
B y  G E R A L D IN E  CUMMINS

I

TH E pilgrim wandered along a dusty road that had adjoining to 
it green fields and flowers, beckoning waters that sparkled in the 
sun. But the pilgrim paid no heed to them. He was journeying 
in search of the cell wherein dwelled the sage who alone had 
looked on truth and had not quailed before it nor been blinded 
by its rays.

His whole mind was filled with this dream of a truth that was 
pure as a diamond and hard as that precious stone, a truth that could 
neither be broken into little pieces nor cracked by any implement 
of logic. It might be so short in its phrasing, one line written on 
a sheet of paper would express it. But that expression might 
not be altered, must be the only dogma that would rule over the 
intellects of all men. For there should be but one dogma if any 
are to be cherished. There could be indeed but one dogma, one 
answer to all the questionings, all the struggles and doubts 
of man.

When he had set forth on his journey the pilgrim had searched 
among his many books. He had fingered a thousand pages, toyed 
with learned treatises studied and loved by him : and all the while 
his mind searched and searched in its desire to gather the number­
less questions he would ask of the Hermit of Truth. At last he 
wearied of the task. It was foolish to burden himself with many 
eager demands. For he would have to justify each question. It 
would be necessary to carry with him the whole of his consider­
able library if the text of his justification for each query was to 
be delivered to the Sage.

In a flash the knowledge came to him that one question would 
cover all other questions, one answer would solve every problem. 
All the religions, the clerical and secular disputes, all the cries of the 
poor, the morose grumblings of the rich, all the weltschmerz of 
the world would be summed up in two words ; and perhaps a line 
of writing on a card would contain the answer.

Now he saw that question in letters of light in his mind. 
Almost he had a sensation of warmth from them. They gave 
him a feeling of exultation so that he uttered them aloud.

3 8 6



THE HERMIT OF TRUTH 387

“ Whence ? Whither ? ”
He was travelling over many leagues of sea and land, suffering 

discomfort and hardship, that he might reach at last the one being 
in the world who possessed the truth of all things, the truth clear 
and hard as a diamond. The prize was worth years of privations 
and misery, years of journeying upon bare and bleeding feet. 
“ Whence ? Whither ? ” The answer to these two words con­
tained the one truth that the living desired, yearned for, yet had 
never truly found.

No prophet, no great master, no God bom within the flesh had 
succeeded in convincing all men that either they were but dust 
and there was no “ whence ” invisible, no “ whither ” beyond 
this earth, or that there was truly another life, an eternity of 
lives. The sages of the ancient days had failed to unlock the 
gate of birth, the gate of death. Neither god, prophet, king, 
master, nor simple trader nor peasant, had satisfied this doubt 
that lurked, in every age, within the soul of man.

The pilgrim passed through great cities, hastened down 
narrow ways, heeding neither the noisy tumult of the crowds, nor 
the gay flare of lights that reddened the skies. Each huge town 
was no more to him than some indecipherable figure in Euclid. 
So long as he could not answer the query “ Whence ? Whither ? ” 
this myriad, teeming life, these vast aggregations of population 
were a mystery to him, were a part and parcel of the question-mark 
that sprawled across the whole earth.

The pilgrim pressed onwards through rain and storm, fording 
swollen rivers, glancing neither to the right, nor to the left. For 
the leafless woods, the solitary, sodden fields, the songless silences 
of winter were a part and parcel of the enigma that distressed and 
tortured his soul. He went forward, sailing over turbulent seas, 
stumbling across parched wildernesses, bearing with equal forti­
tude the extremes of heat and cold. And neither the joy of 
beautiful surroundings, of the gaiety of youth, neither the hideous­
ness of squalor, the foetid smell of ragged people and their bestial 
dens, occupied his mind or held place within it even for a brief 
while. Continually he imaged in his imagination those two words 
“ Whence ? Whither ? ”

If the Hermit of Truth would answer that one query, proving 
the truth of his " yea ” or his “ nay ” for all time, then the pil­
grim would return to the world of men, would come among his 
own kin and race once again as a prophet, nay more than a 
prophet. He would indeed have the attributes of God if he bore
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an answer that was irrefutable, that no professor or scientist could 
ever doubt, could ever analyse, crack and take into little pieces.

" Hard and clear, unbreakable as a diamond,” the pilgrim 
kept repeating these words to himself. And so he heeded neither 
his bleeding feet, nor his hunger, nor his rags.

The joy of anticipation was always burning in his heart. He 
asked little more than bread and water of men. He possessed 
his own sure and secret delight, that was as a fire that warmed 
his soul. He would find the truth that resolved all doubts, and 
behold, the courses of the world would be changed.

All men are born, all men die ; so all desire to know with cer­
tainty what cometh before, what cometh after. Perhaps the 
answer was " nothing.” But even if the Materialists were right, 
even if the universe were merely a machine that created only to 
destroy, the Hermit would so frame his answer mankind would have 
his last doubt shattered, would know the secret that had not been 
revealed since the beginning of the chronicle of the years.

So seasons passed as the pilgrim passed numberless homes, 
made momentary contact— as a stranger— with many lives, yet 
was always in essentials alone.

He hugged to himself his secret joy, sharing it with no man; 
though at times he longed to tell some friendly host, who had 
shown him small kindnesses, that he, the stranger would be greater 
than any who had lived upon the earth. For he would find the 
answer to the query that seemed unanswerable, that was the 
alpha and the omega of the life of man, of even the babe that but 
breathed and died.

The pilgrim was sufficient unto himself; and though a score 
of years passed by and still he journeyed onwards, he was the 
happiest of men. The promise of the truth had been given him 
long ago. He could not, nor ever would doubt that promise, 
doubt its ultimate accomplishment.

His walk was feeble now. His gait betrayed the painful 
nature of such movement ; still there was joy in his heart, still 
he murmured the precious words : and neither hardship nor
hunger distressed his dauntless spirit.

He was aware of the geographical signs that would betray the 
proximity of the Hermit’s cell ; and when the last hill of all rose 
before him, trembled, because of the rush of joy and hope that 
surged up within him. Indeed, that last climb, though it told



THE HERMIT OF TRUTH 3 8 9

upon his feeble limbs, caused him no real suffering. He was 
buoyed up by the dream that he soon would “ know,” and soon 
return to earth, perhaps as a second Messiah.

I I

The Hermit was seated upon the ground outside his h u t; 
and at the approach of the stranger, lifted his face to him. There 
followed a silence that was awful in its searching quality, awful 
because of the gaze that was bent upon the eager seeker. It 
seemed to perceive all that was within and without, to grasp not 
alone the exterior but the whole content of the pilgrim’s mind. 
Yet the Hermit was blind. . . .

Twilight gathered about these two. No human being ever 
ventured into those solitudes. Neither beasts nor birds would 
inhabit such a wilderness. All plant life— if there were ever any—  
had withered and died. Life, pulsating, stirring and trembling, 
may not, peradventure, live near absolute truth, truth hard, 
clear and unbreakable as a diamond.

For the first time for a score of years the pilgrim felt that he 
was alone. The joy that had always been his companion was 
blotted out by this grey, hueless presence. The sense of the need 
of numberless lives, the sense of their crowding personalities—  
even though these were strangers— vanished also, leaving a ragged, 
almost naked man, furtive and apprehensive, scarce able to frame 
with his tongue the two words that had borne him so much joy, 
that would yield him infinite triumph.

“ Whence ? Whither ? ”

The Hermit made answer, saying, “ It is well, brother. Be 
without fear. I tell only truth. I reveal what is never discoloured 
nor blurred. I reveal the true light which no man may doubt. 
Question me once again.”

Like the little cry of a bird in the night came the voice of the 
pilgrim.

“ Whence ? Whither ? ”

A silence. A stillness.

The Hermit touched the travel-worn seeker upon the shoulder. 
He was dead ; and thus was he answered.

Within the dead hand, clutched by its fingers, was the diamond, 
hard, clear and unbreakable. The absolute truth had not been 
denied to him.



PRE-EXISTENCE : A SPIRITISTIC 
VIEW
B y  J. H Y D E  T A Y L O R

W H AT is the human soul ? is a question so often asked as to 
call urgently for some explanation. Spiritualism has done much 
both to explain and demonstrate the continuity of life by its 
teaching, by its descriptions of friends beyond the veil of so- 
called death and by the messages of help and comfort which have 
been given to needy souls.

What Spiritualism has to show in the future, howevei, is not 
merely that the real man lives on, and retains all the character­
istics of his being after disposing of his mortal body; but that 
man is an immortal being, is eternal; that is, that he not only 
lives on for ever, but that he came into this world from God, as 
the offspring of the Great Infinite and Eternal Creator, the Great 
Spirit who is Light and Life and Love.

In the innermost heavens the Great Incomprehensible con­
ceived, to differentiate from His own Supreme-Being sparks of
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life, units of Himself. These we might term embryo gods, bom 
in the innermost centre, and having in them all the potentialities 
of a God, but in an obviously lesser degree than possessed by the 
Great Father, or Infinite and Eternal Creator Him-Herself. 
These offspring, like their parent, possess a duality of being. 
Just as the creator in Divine completeness must be both male 
and female, so these His offspring must be both male and female 
in one complete being also. These would tarry for varying periods 
of time in this circle of the deific or God state.

After developing a satisfactory degree of maturity in the 
state just described, the differentiated divine duality of being 
would take on a form of manifestation, and being for the first 
time clothed upon with what we may term a spiritual body, it 
would go forth, still in its duality, manifesting as a spiritual being. 
This state of being may be regarded as the state of perfect angel­
hood. This is the sphere of the Christ, where all is in perfect 
harmony and accord with the innermost Divine W ill; where, 
generally speaking, we for the first time become familiar with the 
plan and purpose of our divine existence. We have good reason 
to believe that the most conscious ones we know of right from the 
moment of conception, in this state, are those who afterwards are 
revealed to this world of ours in the person of great initiates, 
such as Jesus of Nazareth.

Next in order on the descending scale of life to that of the state 
of perfect angelhood is that spiritual state where, for the first time, 
the duality of being becomes divided and male and female take 
on separately another form coarser or denser than that of their 
prior state. It is of this outbirth that we have record : “ Man
was made a living soul," “ Male and female created He them.” 
The soul or psychic body is here taken on as a casket of the Spirit­
being, for the purpose of manifestation in this lower state or 
sphere. In this state, the soul-encased being may remain for 
what we conceive of as ages or thousands of years, and will be 
gleaning, in this state of subjective consciousness, very necessary 
experiences which are bound to serve some useful purpose in the 
future states of the soul’s unfoldment. On the development of, 
or experience gained by, the soul-being in this particular sphere 
depend very largely the power, usefulness and advancement of 
the life in all its future states.

From the time of the soul’s maturity in, and departure from 
this state of spirit-life, the male and female entity, of the same 
dual life, part company for the purpose of gathering different
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experiences on the further descending planes of life. These 
entities, too, regardless of sex, pass through strikingly different 
experiences, and very varying periods of time are spent in gaining 
those experiences, in subsequent states of life or being.

I have made reference to the fact that the soul-body is a coarser 
or denser form than the spiritual body, and I confidently assert that 
the astral and physical bodies are each successively coarser and 
denser, to suit the demands of the astral and physical planes, 
each plane carrying with it its own particular degree or quality 
of ether, and requiring its own distinctive rate of vibration, to 
which each body is peculiarly adapted, for the purpose of 
manifestation on the respective planes.

Leaving the plane of soul, the unitary or single entity assumes 
life on the inner earth planes. There are six of these, the outer 
or physical making seven earth-planes in all. These inner planes 
have come to be known as astral-planes, and it is in passing through 
these that the descending entity gains for the first time close 
contact with, and ardent desire for, the kind of life it may or 
would like to live in the physical body on this physical plane.

The Astral-being, deriving its name from the plane of its 
activities, never really loses consciousness of what it sees on these 
inner planes ; and whilst for the most part the taking on of the 
physical body chokes the remembrances for the time being—  
that is, during the period of physical existence— yet, in some 
cases, the remembrance of these pre-existent experiences is so 
vivid that the fallacious idea of reincarnation has stepped in. 
This fallacy is due to the lack of knowledge of the truth regarding 
pre-existent experiences, as an explanation of the apparent 
inequality of spirit-fitness for the responsibilities and burdens 
of life upon this earth.

The Astral-being eventually arrives at a state of maturity 
when it has become fired with a craving for actual experience in 
the physical form, in those things of which it has had a foretaste 
in the course of its wanderings on the inner earth or astral planes. 
Thus, having arrived at this state of maturity as an astral-being, 
it now dies to, or passes out from, that state of being, and becomes 
clothed upon with a physical body and is bom into life on this 
outer-plane. In this way the human soul, having derived its 
power of being from more interior states, comes down to earth to 
gain its most extreme or outside experiences, in what may be 
termed the nadir state, lower than which it can never descend, 
for this truly is the lowest hell the human soul can know.



PRE-EXISTEN CE: A SPIRITISTIC VIEW 393

As regards whether we can carry this hell with us into the life 
beyond, depends very certainly on the kind of life we have lived 
n the course of our earthly pilgrimage.

In the descent of the divine spark or entity through the 
planes of spirit and soul to the physical plane, the subjective or 
simple consciousness is developed by an entirely negative or recep­
tive process. At the moment when the lowest or nadir point has 
been reached in physical life, the human entity commences to 
develop self-consciousness and immediately begins to exercise 
its right of free-will. It may choose to command life in a positive 
determination to rise in objective consciousness back to the 
highest or zenith of attainment, or it may choose to slide on along 
the negative bypath until it realises the illusion of the appear­
ance of positive direction to which its self-conceit has led it. In 
a condition of extreme remorse, the human entity sets itself to 
the attainment of the objective consciousness by positively pursu­
ing a path of retribution until it regains the circle of harmony, 
along the pathway of which it may proceed more peacefully to 
the loftier attainment.

Whatever may be our choice for the time, the positive side 
of our nature must express itself, ascending in the objective con­
sciousness, drawing gradually nearer and nearer to the great 
eternal centre, only contacting the earth-plane again for the pur­
pose of influencing, controlling, guiding and helping those who are 
dwellers in the physical body. Never again, having dropped the 
physical body, do we need, never again do we take on the physi­
cal form for the purpose of a life’s experience on this or any other 
physical plane.

In the ascent of man in obtaining the positive direction of life 
for the attainment of objective consciousness, the human entity 
must pass through the condition of self-consciousness until a 
state of super or universal consciousness is arrived at. The 
extreme of self-consciousness may find its expression in selfish­
ness, greed and avarice. This obtains when the entity slips off 
from the circle of harmony along a bypath, and by remorse 
and retribution only can the circle of harmony be regained. Along 
or inside the circle of harmony alone can a really peaceful journey 
be pursued in gaining the super-consciousness which is a natural 
and orderly sequence in the triumph of the spirit over the physical, 
in the direction of the soul in its accomplishment of that purifica­
tion which enables it to lose itself in the unity of the male and 
female, to enjoy once more the duality or reunion of spirit. This
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is the plane of attainment when the entity becomes the Christ 
or anointed of God by consciousness of the unity of spirit, the 
universality of love, and the brotherhood of life.

In dealing with our descent from the plane of angelhood to 
lower states I omitted to state that the subsequent courses fol­
lowed do not all lead to one and the same physical plane, for I do 
not wish you to think that this is the only inhabited planet. No, 
different souls are attracted to different physical orbs for the 
purpose of their outer experiences, and so some travel here, some 
to Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, Venus and some to others, until ¿hey all 
have gained the desired and necessary satisfaction of the soul's 
appetite, and subsequently have learned the meaning of it all in 
the objective survey, after having ascended again to that state 
of angelhood or the Christ-sphere where from thenceforth the 
human entity understands and lives in the perfect will of God.



THE ORGANIC UNIVERSE
B y The REV. E. G. DAVIES.

T h ou g h ts m a in ly , hut not w holly , in sp ire d  by  
P rofessor W h iteh ea d 's  “ O rg a n ic T h e o r y .”

IT is always necessary, in attempting to set forth any theory, 
to accept at least one postulate. We must believe in human 
reason, otherwise everything collapses into chaos. Even the 
most convinced sceptic, as Edward Caird has pointed out, arrives 
at his scepticism purely by way of believing in something ; 
namely, his own reasoning power. Complete scepticism is 
therefore impossible if the person who professes to have such 
a thing wishes to live at all.

Since we are committed to reason, it seems that we must 
apply it not only to our immediate environment, but to the whole 
scheme of things. If reason works within the Emits of my 
environment, it follows that what lies outside, and beyond my 
environment, conditioning and maintaining it, must be suscep­
tible to a reasonable interpretation. It is no use preparing for 
to-morrow in the light of my present experience if this is not so, 
since to-morrow belongs to the unknown, just as much as a million 
years hence.

Because we believe that reason does pervade the whole 
scheme of things, it is quite legitimate to suppose that the uni­
verse was created and is maintained by a reasonable Being. A  
reasonable universe could not create and maintain itself from 
nothing. Reason tells us that absolute nothingness is incapable 
of doing anything. Therefore something is responsible for what 
we see around us. That something we must call God. But I 
am not here concerned with trying to prove the existence of God. 
Rather I am concerned with the creation. If it is a creation at all, 
and not an accidental conglomeration of incomprehensibilities, 
it demands a creator.

The creation of a living, conscious being, if it is to be a good 
creation, must satisfy two needs :

1. It must satisfy God.

2. It must satisfy the creature.

The second need is the problem that I wish to attack in this
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essay, xne problem is this : How can that which has no being 
know what it would wish to become ? Quite plainly it cannot. 
The only way in which it can know is to learn what it wishes to 
become by exploring the whole realm of possibility. Hence the 
creature must start from zero and take advantage of the first 
possibility that presents itself. That first possibility of which it 
avails itself will form the “ how ” of its existence.

Science seems to point to the fact that the whole universe is 
organic. There is no such thing as dead matter. Everything 
is in some degree alive, or at least everything of which we have 
any experience is a manifestation of energy of some sort. It 
would be interesting to discover exactly where energy becomes 
what we call life, for that probably is what happens. There is 
no need to object to this theory, since life must have a beginning 
somewhere. Now if we assume that the whole universe as we 
know it is a vast process of becoming what it wants to be, many 
things become a little easier to understand.

The whole creation is thus a single creature ; not a multitude 
of independent beings warring against each other.

The creature, in order to explore the whole realm of possi­
bilities, must split up into an almost infinite number of units, 
each unit exploring the possibilities within its reach and con­
tributing its experience to the whole. Thus we are faced with the 
picture of something; i.e., the creation, always in process of 
becoming what it was not.

Certain units forge ahead, while others apparently move more 
slowly. Some, after remaining stationary for a time, relinquish 
their particular forms altogether, and emerge as part of the 
process in different forms. The point is that no experience is 
valueless to the whole, and that no part of the process perishes. 
It explores certain forms and abandons them if experience tells 
it to do so. Thus we have the extinct forms of the mammoth, 
the saurian monsters and other possibilities of which we have 
only fossil remains as evidence of their unsatisfactoriness to the 
whole.

Those units which move at the highest rate use the labour 
of the more slowly moving for their own ends. Thus the higher 
preys upon the lower. The sheep eats the grass, and man eats 
the sheep. Wherever this is reversed and the lower preys upon 
the higher, we have what we call evil. Thus, when the tubercu­
losis microbe preys upon man we have something evil for man, but 
not for the whole process. The tuberculosis germ must ulti-
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mately be deprived of its form by man, who is part of the process. 
But it had to be possible for the tuberculosis germ to exist, 
otherwise there would have been no complete exploration of all 
possibilities.

The process, although not self-conscious as a whole, has 
facets of self-consciousness. These facets we call individuals, 
each of whom contributes his quota of experience to the whole. 
The creative process absorbs the knowledge thus contributed 
and makes use of it. Thus the process learns how to produce 
finger-nails on the human hand, how to arrange the digestive 
organs, how to cover certain parts of the body with hair, how to 
camouflage certain insects and animals, and so on.

A parallel with this may be observed in the individual. The 
subconscious or unconscious part of a man possesses more general 
knowledge than the conscious part. Not only does the uncon­
scious possess the knowledge necessary to the proper growth and 
functioning of the body, it possesses also the accumulated know­
ledge of the conscious mind which carries very little in it at a 
time, but is able to draw upon the sub- or unconscious for past 
experience. Memory is, of course, the term we apply to this 
arrangement, and to the more deep-seated experiences wre apply 
the term “ instinct,” when those experiences are drawn upon 
unconsciously by the developing unit. How acquired experience 
is passed through protoplasm is beyond our comprehension. It 
is possible that experience does not pass purely through the 
medium of protoplasm, but partly through it and partly through 
the external, invisible process which environs the protoplasmic 
growth. The subconscious must be part of the universal process 
which stores and makes use of the experience of all its parts.

From the foregoing it would appear that every part of the 
creation depends upon every other part. The wasp and the 
snake, the tortoise and the antelope, the frog and the man are 
all necessary to each other. No single unit of existence exists 
for itself alone, but for the whole.

The forms which are expressed by the process through its 
units are eternal forms within the mind of God, and are thus 
within the realm of possibility.

Evil and suffering and pain are relative terms. They have 
no absolute existence. They are the result of the necessary inter­
play of the units, by means of which the whole gains its 
experience.
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Suffering is the greatest service the individual can render to 
the whole, since it is only by suffering that certain possibilities 
can be proved undesirable and others explored.

Evil is the temporary triumph of the lower possibility over 
the higher. The duration of that triumph varies at different 
levels. The higher the possibility over which the lower triumphs 
the greater the e v il; but evil must ultimately be extinguished.

When the conscious units refuse to take advantage of past 
experience ; i.e., when they break the moral law, they commit 
what we call sin. The moral law is the product of past experi­
ence, which proves that certain possibilities are not desirable, but 
are injurious to higher possibilities.

The process of development is not limited to the visible world. 
Personalities, the most highly conscious units of which we know, 
probably continue their work of exploring and contributing to 
the whole in other spheres beyond the visible and tangible.

Thus St. Paul was right when he wrote that we are members 
one of another, and Dostoievsky was very near the truth when 
he made the dying monk say to Alyosha, in T h e Brothers of 
K a r a m a z o f f ; “  Never forget that you are responsible for the sins 
and suffering of the whole world.”

The highest form expressed by the process is Jesus Christ, 
the first-fruits of the whole creation, which is groaning and 
travailing together to produce the sons of God. “ Now are we the 
sons of God, but it doth not yet appear what we shall be.”



A REAL BANSHEE WARNING
B y L. F. LOUGH NAN

THE family of Me------  have for many generations possessed a
small estate in the County of Kerry. They are descendants 
of a race once numerous and powerful in the south of Ireland.

Mrs. Me------, an elderly lady who lived alone, was one ot the
few remaining members.

She was a widow, her only child, a daughter, being married to 
an officer in the Indian Army. They had two children— Letty, 
who was still at college in England, and Frank, a splendid lad 
of twenty-two. He had been through three years of the war, 
escaping with some wounds and a prolonged attack of jaundice.

I was very pleased when Mrs. Me------  engaged me, as a
temporary secretary and companion, during the absence of the 
lady who usually acted in that capacity.

The Hall was situated amidst the wild romantic scenery of a 
county I had often wished to visit.

When I arrived, preparations were astir for the Christmas 
entertainment which its owner had always provided, not only 
for her own circle of friends, but also for tenants, dependents, 
and people of the village. Both her grandchildren were coming 
to spend Christmas at the old house, where their holidays had 
always been spent. Frank was now almost as well as ever, and 
would be leaving the hospital for good some days before Christmas.

Mrs. Me------spared neither pains nor expense to make the
“ children’s ” visit a memorable one. Next year, she told me, 
they would probably both be in India, and it would be a lonely 
time for her. Sighing gently, she added, “ But I am getting to 
be an old woman, and I, too, may be far away.”

She was, however, too bright and unselfish to remain de­
pressed for long, and years seemed to fall from her as she flitted 
here and there, now conferring with the housekeeper, now out to 
the gardens to see what Moloney would be able to contribute 
in the way of plants and evergreens.

As she entered the study, after one of these excursions, I 
noticed she was shivering. It had been a bright morning,
although the afternoon turned very cold. By evening there was
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a thick and penetrating fog, which lasted throughout the night 
and all next day.

In spite of advice, Mrs. Me------ refused to remain indoors, and
not only paid further visits to the gardens, but even walked 
to the village to see a bedridden woman who had once been in 
her service.

That evening she seemed tired and dispirited. Next morn­
ing, confessing to a restless night, she admitted she might have 
been overdoing it, and was prevailed upon to spend the day 
in bed.

But instead of feeling better, she tossed restlessly about, and 
in the afternoon consented to have the doctor sent for.

After seeing her, he told me he would send a trained nurse at
once, as Mrs. Me------  was very feverish and her temperature
alarmingly high.

The nurse arrived later, and it was known in the household 
that the well-beloved mistress was very ill, and pneumonia 
threatened. The preparations were at a standstill, and a gloom 
hung over the place.

On the night following the arrival of the nurse I had gone to 
my room rather early. After some hours of reading, I rose, and 
went to the window. Eleven o’clock was chiming from the little 
church across the fields. The weather had changed again, and 
hard frost had set in, which powdered the grass and glistened 
brilliantly in the moonlight.

I had been standing there for some minutes when I became 
aware of a moaning sound, low at first, but gradually rising on a 
plaintive note, half-singing, half-wailing, sad, and thrilling from 
the start, but infinitely more so as it increased in volume.

For some moments I stood motionless— mystified beyond 
measure— for there was not a breath of wind to be discerned, not 
a rustle in the laurels outside the window. Every leaf and twig 
was visible in the bright moonlight.

More and more distinct the sound became, rising and falling, 
with a piercing, unearthly cadence, haunting and elusive, at times 
seeming quite near, again echoing from the distant trees.

Fascinated, I stood rooted to the spot, till it died away on a 
sobbing note.

While it lasted, I had been too filled with wonder to leave 
room for any nervous feelings. But in the ensuing silence an
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unaccountable depression came over me. Shivering, I turned 
from the window and drew the curtains. Taking a seat by the 
fire, I pondered long over every conceivable explanation of the 
voice I had heard, but failed to arrive at any solution of the 
mystery.

Next morning I was down early, and passing through the hall, 
I met Hogan, the old butler, who said he would like to speak to 
me, if I could spare him a few minutes.

We went into the dining-room, where, in impressive tones, 
he began relating how he had heard the same voice to which I 
had been listening the previous night.

“ ’Tis the Banshee ! ” he declared. “ Twice before have I 
heard her— long ago, when I was a young chap, and again in this 
very place, when the master died. A couple of nights before his 
death we heard her— the mistress and myself.

“ T is grieved I am to-day, for there’s no hope for the mistress 
now.”

Just then the nurse came down to breakfast and, to my great 
relief, told us her patient had had a good night, and there was 
an improvement in her condition.

Much to her surprise, Hogan continued to shake his head 
sorrowfully, and soon left the room.

During the morning the doctor called, and confirmed the
nurse’s opinion, expressing his belief that Mrs. Me------would pull
through.

There was the greatest delight expressed throughout the 
household, but old Hogan remained pessimistic, declaring he had 
never heard of anyone recovering after “ She ” had warned 
for them. The improvement continued, and in a few days Mrs.
Me------was downstairs, and, from her chair by the fireside, again
arranging and planning for the coming entertainment, though 
realising it would have to be a much quieter affair than that to 
which she had looked forward before her illness. The doctor had 
been firm upon that point.

But alas, for the uncertainty of human hopes and plans ! 
That happy reunion was not to be. Before Christmas Eve 
dawned a wire was received, announcing the death of Frank. 
The taxi which was taking him to the station having come into 
collision with a ’bus, he was thrown out, and killed instantly.

FF



THREE NORTHERN LEGENDS
B y  R. M. SID G W ICK

EN G LA N D  possesses a rich store of folklore and legend. Almost 
any English county will yield a harvest to the lover of ancient 
stories, the “ old unhappy far off things ” of tradition, and the 
fairy lore that even yet lingers in the remoter parts of our English 
countryside. The county of Durham is now largely industrial 
in its activities, but it has at least three legends which are little 
known in comparison with those of more romantic counties. 
These legends are : “ The Ghostly Bridal of Featherstonhaugh,” 
“ The Cau’d lad of Hylton,” and the curious legend of “ The 
Lambton Worm.”

Featherston Castle, at one time the seat of the Featherston- 
haughs, was, according to tradition, the scene of one of those 
grim tragedies not uncommon in those lawless days. Abigail 
Featherstonhaugh, beautiful and wayward, had given her heart 
to a youth whose poverty made him obnoxious to the old Baron, 
who had chosen for his daughter a man of wealth and position. 
An old ballad tells how the youth was banished from the castle, 
and the unhappy Abigail wedded to the man of her father’s 
choice. Gaily the wedding party set out on a circuit of the 
Featherston estates. But when the hour of the banquet arrived, 
neither the bride and bridegroom nor the guests had returned. 
The Baron, waiting uneasily in the great hall, sent messenger after 
messenger to search for the missing party. Midnight tolled on 
the great bell of the castle, and still the anxious Baron waited in 
vain. Then, as the morning dawned, the tramp of horses was 
heard, and the long-lost bridal party was seen approaching the 
castle. They passed through the gateway, and over all there 
fell a deathly silence, as slowly the wedding party took their 
seats at the great table. It was then that the horror-stricken 
Baron and his retainers saw that every guest bore some deadly 
wound. Nothing broke the ghastly silence, until the Baron fell 
swooning at the sight of that dreadful company. Then a great 
wind rushed through the hall, and the wraiths vanished like a 
fearful dream. In a lonely hollow called Penkyn Clengh were 
found the bodies of the bride, the bridegroom, and all the guests. 
Who led the murderers can be guessed, and one version of the 
story tells how the despairing lover killed himself and—
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Still from the rocks at Penkyn Clengh,
The blood of the murdered flows anew,
And that of the murderer drops alone 
Into the pool ’neath the Raven’s stone.

Those who can see the visions of the borderland say that every 
year on the anniversary of the crime, the ghostly bridal party 
can be seen riding through the moorland to the ancient castle of 
Featherston.

Hylton Castle on the River Wear has its legend of a quaint 
Brownie known as the cau’d lad o’ Hylton. Few ever claimed to 
have seen him, but like all his race he delighted in tidying the 
kitchen after the servants had gone to bed. If, however, every­
thing had been left in order, this eccentric sprite would throw the 
contents of the kitchen into wild confusion. His antics became 
wearisome and there was talk of banishing him, so at the dead 
of night his melancholy voice could be heard singing :

Wae’s me, Wae’s me,
The Acorn is not yet 
Fallen from the tree,
That’s to grow the wood,
That’s to make the cradle,
That’s to rock the bairn,
That’s to grow a man,
That’s to slay me.

There is a traditional method of dealing with an over-zealous 
Brownie. A green cloak and a hood were provided for him, and 
these were laid before the fire. At midnight the watchers saw 
the Brownie appear and try on his new garments, which delighted 
him so much that he danced with joy. Then, as the cock crew, 
he vanished for ever.

Tradition says that although the Brownie was seen no more 
he could be heard at midnight singing :

Here’s a cloak and here’s a hood,
The cau’d lad o’ Hylton will do no more good.

The strangest of all the legends of county Durham is the 
extraordinary story of the Lambton Worm. This monster 
appeared as a judgment upon the impious conduct of John 
Lambton, the heir to the Lambton estates. This young repro­
bate was in the habit of fishing in the River Wear on Sundays. 
One Sunday he fished for some time, but all in vain, and, disgusted
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at his ill-luck, he cursed and swore in a most violent and blas­
phemous manner. Presently he received his reward. There 
came a great tugging at his line, and after a severe struggle he 
landed not the fish he had hoped for, but a huge and hideous worm. 
In another outburst of rage, Lambton tore the worm from the 
hook and hurled it into a well, with the exclamation that this 
time he thought he must have caught the devil. As time went 
on the worm grew in size, until at last it left the well and returned 
to the river, where it lay during the daytime coiled round a 
great rock. At night it left the river and coiled itself round the 
foot of a hill. At last the worm became so huge that it encircled 
the hill no less than nine times, so that the monster must have 
been about two miles long. These reputed dimensions make the 
legend of the worm the most remarkable fishing story ever 
recorded. The appetite of the monster was in proportion to its 
size, and it soon devoured everything on the north side of the 
river, and then crossed the stream to Lambton Hall. Young 
Lambton had long since repented of his outrageous conduct, and 
had gone to the Crusades as a Knight of Rhodes.

The old Lord of Lambton and his household were horrified at 
the appearance of the family monster, but on the advice of the 
steward the great trough in the courtyard was tilled writh the milk 
of nine cows. This the monster drank and returned to his favour­
ite hill. Every morning it drank the milk of nine cows, and if 
the milk was not full measure, the enraged worm would tear up 
trees by the roots, and otherwise wreck the landscape as a protest 
against short measure. Many brave knights attempted to slay 
the pest, but they were all killed or injured, for no sooner was the 
worm cut in two than the portions re-united. After several years 
the Knight of Rhodes returned to find the family estates devas­
tated by the results of his unfortunate Sunday fishing. He was 
greatly shocked at the amazing consequences of his youthful error, 
which seem to our modern minds to be out of all proportion to the 
offence. John Lambton then attacked the worm, which foiled 
all his efforts by its power of re-uniting when cut in two. In 
desperation he consulted a witch, who told him to clothe himself 
n a coat of mail studded with sharp blades, and to take up his 

position on a rock in the river. The monster attacked, and, 
winding himself round the knight, was cut to pieces by the sharp 
blades. This time the severed portions fell into the river, which 
washed them away and so prevented them from re-uniting. So 
died the Lambton Worm.
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The death of the monster did not free the unfortunate knight 
from his troubles. The witch promised Lambton success on con­
dition that he should slay the first living thing he met after his 
victory. Lambton arranged to sound his horn after he had slain 
the worm, and at the signal his greyhound was to be released, and 
become the sacrifice. But the old chieftain forgot this arrange­
ment, and rushed out to meet his son. Again Lambton consulted 
the witch, who told him that his failure to keep the agreement 
would result in seven generations of Lambtons dying otherwise 
than in their beds. According to one version of the legend this 
actually took place, the lords of Lambton dying anywhere but in 
their beds.

Lambton Castle still stands by the Wear, and the Lambtons 
dwell in it, and though the old traditions are vanishing before 
the scepticism of a scientific age, yet the story of the Worm still 
survives.



CORRESPONDENCE
[ The name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, 

are required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of 
the Occult Review.— E d.]

T H E  R E L A T I V I T Y  T H E O R Y  

T o the Editor o f  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

^IR’ W ith  reference to Mr. W . K ingsland’s recent letter under the 
above heading, it seems desirable to point out that the concept of finite 
b u t unbounded space w as w ell developed b y  mathematicians long before 
the days of E in stein  and the R ela tiv ity  theory. Riemann gave very 
clear expression to it in a w ork published in 1854 and translated by 
Clifford. “  In  the extension of space-construction to the infinitely 
great, we m ust distinguish between unboundedness and infinite extent: 
the form er belongs to the descriptive category, the latter to the metrical. 
T h a t space is an unbounded threefold manifoldness is an assumption 
th at is developed b y  every  conception of the outer world. . . . The 
unboundedness of space . . . possesses . . .  a greater empirical 
ce rta in ty  than an y  extern al experience. B u t its infinite extent by 
no m eans follows from  this ; on the contrary, if we assume bodies 
independent of position, and therefore ascribe to space constant 
curvatu re, it  m ust necessarily be finite, provided this curvature has 
ever so sm all a va lu e.”

Riem ann, it w ill be noted, had developed his system of geometry 
before the publication of the w ork b y  H .P .B . from which your cor­
respondent quotes. A t the tim e, however, it seemed impossible to 
determ ine which geom etry was true of real space, that of Riemann, 
th at o f E uclid, or a  th ird  geom etry, w hich had been independently 
developed b y  Lobachew ski and B olyai ; and E uclid ’s geometry, in 
w hich space is infinite as w ell as unbounded, continued to hold the 
field, as it  w ill a lw ays do for ordinary purposes of measurement, on 
account of its relative sim plicity.

W hat the th eory of R ela tiv ity  has accomplished is to convince 
p ractically  everyone who has studied the question that real space is 
actu a lly  Riem annesque, and that consequently the physical universe 
is finite, not infinite as postulated b y  the philosophy of materialism. 
It is, I w ould say, one th ing to im agine th at the universe of space may 
be finite ; another to show, as Riem ann did, how it m ay be conceived 
to  be finite ; and a third to dem onstrate that it actually is finite. For 
the last, let us give full credit to  the R ela tiv ity  Theory.

Y ou rs v ery  sincerely,

H. S. R E D G R O V E . B.Sc., A.I.C.
406
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CO N SCIO US PR O JE C T IO N  

To the Editor of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— May we not consider Mr. Muldoon’s very  explicit instructions 
from another point of view  ? It  is generous of him to  refuse to w ith­
hold this knowledge on the plea th at he is not inclined to suspect 
others of acts which he would not do himself. I t  is one of the most 
impressive facts that men incapable of mean, base, tyrannical actions, 
are unwilling to recognise that there are “  others ” — and this con­
stitutes a danger. Some of us know that these dangers, which Mr. 
Muldoon treats so lightly, are ignored at our peril.

Psychic science (like m aterial science) has advanced at a more 
rapid rate than the moral and spiritual development of the race. 
W e had evidence enough in the W ar, 1914-1918, of the use made of 
“  scientific ”  discoveries, to w arn us of this fact. Are we really justified 
in regarding the vast m ajority of persons as “  saints,”  whose use of 
these supernormal powers would never violate the D ivine Law —  
“  Thou shalt do no murder ? ”

Now that the “  Tom — D ick— and H arry ”  element is explicitly 
instructed in “  projection of the astral body,”  b y  which means he 
can intrude upon his neighbours, will some kind soul instruct victim s 
of these intrusions how to create the “  sphere of influence, a kind of 
psychic bell-jar and keep out evil entities,”  to which reference is made 
in one of Dion Fortune’s stories in The Secrets of Dr. Taverner ? That
might be some protection from undesired intrusions.

A  question put b y  the late W. T. Stead first gave me the intim a­
tion of one particular form of "  danger ” — that “  danger "  is indicated 
by Mr. Muldoon’s reply to a certain question, on which it is undesirable 
to enlarge here. Another point of view  in this connection: Mr. Muldoon 
is assured of “  im m ortality because he can ‘ project the astral body ” ’ 1 
Unstable ground, surely, upon which to base belief ? How far is the 
existence of the ‘ astral body ’ drawn from the physical ? W hen the 
physical body disintegrates, have we any assurance from Mr. Mul­
doon’s experiments that the astral body w ill survive, for any length 
of time, the disintegration of the physical body ?

Mr. Muldoon’s conclusion that “  Life is the curse ”  (a conclusion 
which “  experiments ”  in "  astral projection ”  do nothing to m odify) 
seems rather a feeble recommendation for us to follow in his steps.

Some of us have made— and continue to m ake— “  experim ents ”  
of another kind. So far from seeing " L if e  as a curse,”  we find it a 
m ost glorious opportunity for the God-like Power to develop— Love 
which neither pain, nor fear, nor loss, nor rejection, nor all the 
“  tragedy ”  of Life can quench.

W e do not need to “  project ”  our "  astral bodies ”  into other 
people’s homes to assure ourselves of “  Im m ortality ”  : we know we 
are “  Immortal ”  because “  m any waters cannot quench L ove.”
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W hen “ all thy billows and thy waves have gone over us”_ WP «tm
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d,', Constable touches also on another danger—" interfer- 
theC] ihy ^ 1 j^a L̂ire S ^aw dds occurs on planes of Being other than

Yours faithfully,
“ A.”

CONSCIOUS PROJECTION 
To the Editor of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— T h e  recent article in T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w  entitled The Habit of 
bleep  is v e ry  interesting and suggestive.

I rom my  own experience I should not entirely agree that sleep is 
caused b y  a w ithdraw in g of the astral body, either partial or complete,

ut rath er b y  a sinking down of the consciousness from the physical 
to  the astral.

W hile it  is undoubtedly true th at the astral or etheric body can 
eave the physical during the hours of sleep, it by no means follows that 

it is necessary. I h ave proved the con trary  m any times.

A s sleep approaches, the m ind sinks down gradually into this other 
ody. W hile there, it can rem ain quite unconscious, it can be partly 

conscious and dream ing, or it can be fu lly  conscious, with all its 
critical faculties in good w orking order. I have proved it.

I have a habit when sleeping of resting w ith m y arms folded. At 
intervals extending over a num ber of years, I have heard m y Christian 
nam e called loudly. On each occasion m y mind was sunk in profound 
unconsciousness, but on being spoken to, it became alert at once. Turn­
ing round inside m y physical body, I answered with m y inner voice, 
an a w ays found m yself in total darkness, w aking imm ediately after­
w ar s into broad daylight. On one occasion I did not answer, but, 
remem ering m y past experiences, tried to discover to whom the voice 

e onged, critica lly  going over in m y m ind the accents of m y nearest 
relations now dead, finally deciding, rather dubiously, that it was my
m °- i "A 8 volcc '. each occasion the astral was lying completely 
inside the physical— of th at I feel certain.
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On one occasion I became distinctly aware of tw o bodies, one 
apparently interpenetrating the other. I analysed this feeling in a 
quiet, impersonal w ay, but as soon as I began to think, the perception 
gradually died away.

It might be asked how, if I did not in any w ay feel it physically, 
1 became aware of it ? I can only surmise that the transition of the 
mind from the astral to the physical was not complete, and that for a 
short time I was functioning in the two bodies at once.

H aving grown older I no longer have these experiences so fre­
quently, but long before I ever knew I had another body, I proved it 
by seeing it, and I also, from subsequent experiences, proved, 
apparently, the true meaning of sleep.

Yours faithfully,
E. S. R.

T H E  J E S U IT S  A N D  H .P.B .

To the Editor of the O c c u l t  R e v i e w  

S i r ,— As a very  constant reader of the O c c u l t  R e v i e w  m ay I suggest 
that the persistent adulation of Mme. B lavatsky  and her writings 
month after month in the Editorial columns is becoming rather tiresome, 
and that slavish acceptance of her body of dogma— as wholly arbitrary, 
by the w ay, as any other body of dogma, and w ithout the im m ensely 
sound psychological and reasonable foundation of that of the Catholic 
Church, for instance— is singularly out of consonance w ith your very  
admirable m otto “  nullius addictus jurare in verba m agistri ”  ?

A  few years ago I heard an address b y  Father Thurston, one of the 
most brilliant and gifted of the English section of that great body which 
contains the cream of Catholic intellect, the Society of Jesus, give 
an address on Mme. B lavatsky and her doctrines. For complete lack 
of animus, parti-pris, or bias, it was a model, temperate, reasoned and 
considered . . .  no wonder Father Thurston is such a thorn in the 
side of the Rev. Montague Summers (vide the latter’s History of Demon­
ology and Witchcraft and his preface to Malleus Malleficarum), for whose 
brilliant scholarship and gifts, however, no one can refuse the highest 
admiration. Father Thurston invited his audience to consider the 
lives and personalities of various great religious teachers and leaders, 
and then those of Mme. B lavatsky— as described, not hyher enemies, but 
by her most convinced and enthusiastic admirers, devoted friends and 
partisans, quoting from letters, articles, etc. The contrast was 
devastating.

The prima facie evidence— a personality so singularly unamiable 
and unestimable— would make it seem to most reasonable intelligences 
violently improbable that such a personality would be chosen as a 
vehicle for a new religious revelation.

In that remarkable book, Le Grand Secret of Maurice Maeterlinck 
a book at once so profound, so sane and so balanced, the product of a
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choice spirit and a v e r y  great and fine mind, Mme. Blavatsky and her 
th eosophy are adm irab ly  dealt w ith. Maeterlinck shows, among other 
th ings, th a t she has nothing to offer that has not already been offered 
in a far finer form  ages ago. Le Grand Secret is a book that all who 
dip  either superficially  or deeply into occultism  should study with care 
— m ore especially  those w ith  m inds unsettled by the grandiose rhodo- 
m ontade, pretentious verb osity  and mystery-mongering fumisterie of 
those self-styled  m outhpieces of “  M asters,”  who mistake mistiness for 
m ysticism , and w ho th in k ultim ate truth  is synonymous or even 
com patib le w ith  flatulent nonsense.

Yours, etc.,
K A IICH O SR U  SORABJI.

T H E  D IS C O V E R Y  O F  W IT C H E S 

To the Editor of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— In a notice in the Occult Review recently of m y little study on 
M atthew  H opkins, Mr. H. S. R edgrove writes : “  No special pleading 
on Mr. Sum m ers’ p art w ill blind us to the fact that the Latin Church 
w as in itia lly  responsible for the persecution of witches, or make us 
believe th at, w hilst witch-persecutions b y  Puritans were horrible and 
base, those b y  Catholics were of an y other q u a lity .”

Since this old crusted error persists— as errors will— and is perhaps 
even injurious, it m ay  not be im pertinent to quote one or two passages 
from  Historical Trials (Clarendon Press, 1927) by the late Sir John 
M acdonnell, K .C .B ., som etim e K in g ’s Remembrancer and Senior 
M aster of the Suprem e Court of Judicature. This severely impartial 
and critica lly  judicial auth ority  says in his chapter on “  Trials for 
W itch craft ”  (pp. 199-200), w ith  reference to the prosecution of witches: 
“  There can be little  doubt that the epidem ic caught on more readily 
in Protestan t countries. There can too be little  doubt— though the 
fact has been questioned b y  biographers— that Luther gave an impulse 
to the popular creed. T h at he believed in w itchcraft is clear. That 
he thought women w ere particularly  its agents is clear also. He was 
all for severity. He jeered at the iuristoe who wanted too much evi­
dence contemnentes ilia manifesta. A s he grew  older he was more and 
m ore hardened in this belief.”  Again (p. 210), “  The cases of prosecu­
tion for w itch craft enorm ously increased when they became the 
subject of proceedings in secular courts," i.e., under Protestantism ; 
the Catholic courts were alw ays ecclesiastical curias.

R iezler gives it as his opinion : “  A part from the writings on the 
casting-out of devils, the whole of the literature on the Devil, which 
springs up w ith such dismal luxuriance from the middle of the sixteenth 
century, is a product of the theological ardour of the Protestant 
p a rty ."  It were easy, but surely superfluous, to am plify this point.

Yours truly.
M O N TA G U E  SUMMERS.
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M. B r i c a u d , who is President of the M artinist Order and some other 
occult associations which are m aking no history now, and would seem, 
therefore, to be of the past rather than the present, is him self very  
much to the front in respect of literary  activities, as a contributor 
to current magazines, and b y  the issue of sm all books and pamphlets. 
It is probable also that his own A n n a l e s  I n i t i a t i q u e s  continues 
to appear, but unfortunately does not reach us, being reserved, perhaps, 
for the elect, as for example, the M artinists, Gnostics and Brothers 
Kabbalistic of the R osy Cross. In L e  V o i l e  d ’ I s is  he revisits Lyons 
and further unfolds its claims to be regarded as a  m ystic city. W e 
consider him, on our own part, as citoyen mystique of that royaume 
éternel which has a visible centre there. W hen we remember its old 
associations w ith Martines de Pasqually, fes j?/wsCoAe«, the Provincial 
Grand Master of Auvergne who was W illerm oz, the story of the Loge de 
Bienfaisance, the Masonic Congress of Lyons and the beginnings of 
the Knights Beneficent, we confess th at the grand old c ity  is for us 
a Kilwinning of France, and should M. Bricaud come forward with 
tidings of another Mount Herodem, thereunto adjacent, we should be 
disposed to believe him w ith or without evidence. Meanwhile he has 
more to tell us of Lyonese Jansenists, the Church of Lyons, inspired 
b y  the Gospel of St. John and described as esoterico-mystique, of 
Cagliostro’s E gyptian R ite and its Mother Lodge, called La Sagesse 
Triomphante, B ut there are new things also, or new at least for 
us. W e knew nothing of D avid Lazzaretti, the Italian Messiah, who 
wrote a book on the Seven Seals and " ascended to heaven ”  in 1878 ; 
but he had “  fervent adepts ”  at Lyons, and their survivors or des­
cendants still cherish his m emory w ith pious affection. There are 
tidings otherwise of a Lucifer cultus in hiding at La Croix-Rousse 
and given over to "  strange practices.”  L e  V o i l e  d ’ I s is  is otherwise 
excellent, and we thank it for translating R e v e l a t i o  P u r i s s i m a , a 
presumed text of Spiritual Alchem y, about which it must be confessed 
that we have heard nothing previously. I t  is introduced b y  M. Fidel 
Amy-Sage, who proffers us enchanting allusions to les Frères de la 
Rosée-Croissante and begs us to distinguish them from the Brothers of 
the Rosy Cross, meaning modern and so-called groups with an eye 
on financial aspects. W e remember on our part, Les Chevaliers de la 
Rose-Croissante in the Masonic Order of Memphis : the R itual was 
published by Marconis, who was Grand Master, and presumably m anu­
factured the Grade : it was in any case a pleasant pretence of its period, 
being the early nineteenth century.

A s L e  S y m b o l i s m e  claims b y  its sub-title to be occupied with 
the Great A rt of Universal Construction, it is obvious that it has 
a wide field, and might indeed take all subjects as its province. B ut 
in fact it is a Masonic review, and of such is the editorial preoccupation 
through all the issues. In the last, for example, there is good counsel
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on ; ! ; ! t Ur‘de- tandin® ° f R itu a l- on the sPirit w ithin the forms, and 
0f t  “ h glVf . llfe tovthc working, being those gifts in the heart 

f the M aster, ap art from  w hich the Candidate m ay be "  made a Mason ” 
m the conventional term inology, but only on the surface side, and not 
in an y  real sense. The them es which are extrinsic to Masonry are 
le lt  largely  to the contributors of Mr. Oswald W irth’s magazine, and 
it com es about v e ry  often th at their interest or appeal is slight. We 
profit but little  on the present occasion by the generalities of an 
artic  e w ich glances at m odern Theosophy as a factor in religious 
renovation, or b y  the rather casual and miscellaneous remarks of 
anotht i paper w hich rem inds us th at Saturn has entered Capricorn 
ano th at this portends a  recrudescence of Occultism and Mysticism.

ut w hen a third discusses the esotericism  of Wieland’s Oberon 
we are glad at least to  hear once again of the German poet, and to 
learn th at his chief creation has been translated recently into French. 
W e m ay  not be convinced b y  the discovery of an inner meaning, and 
it m ay  be m ore than transparent that the case is non-proven ; but 
the subject is talism anic throughout. The Horn of Oberon, his Ring, 
and the Cup of W elfare belong to  folk-lore, and folk-lore is always 
suggestive, even when it is not profound ; but Amélie André-Gedalge, 
who presents these view s, would do well to  read W ieland’s D on  S ylvio  
d e  R o s a l b a , whose hero w ent crazed over Faërie, as Don Quixote 
on rom ances of ch ivalry. It was put into French long since, and will 
be found in th at great collection of elder days entitled L e  C a b in e t  des 
F é e s . O b e r o n  w as rendered into English verse b y  William Sotheby 
a good w ork and w ell d o n e; but the world has forgotten it. . . . 
L  è r e  S p i r i t u e l l e  has opened a series on the Comte de Sainte- 
G erm ain, and we tru st th at it w ill not prove a mere réchauffé of tales 
and speculations a lready fam iliar. A t the moment its subject is 
carried on ly  so far as 1750, when Saint-Germ ain is supposed to have 
appeared for the first tim e in Paris. The date is dubious, and we shall 
need evidence concerning it. The illustrious and intriguing occult 
adven turer was m oving in French court-circles, a . d  1760, but not 
earlier, so far as records go. It is known, however, and established, 
that he was residing in England as early  as 1745. . . . The occult 
publications of Paris and Brussels seem almost like the sands of the 
sea, or are a t least sufficiently numerous to give evidence of an extra­
ordinary vogue in these “  forem ost files of tim e.”  Among titles 
which will be new to m ost readers we m ay mention L ’A u b e  N o u v e l l e , 

a  D i a n e , L ' I d é a l  e t  R é a l i t é , and L a  S c i e n c e  S p i r i t u e l l e . 
ese are of Paris, and Brussels— am ong many' others— has a R e v u e  

d e s  S c i e n c e s  P s y c h i q u e s , S y n t h è s e  E c l e c t i q u e  and a B u l l e t in  
d e  L  I n s t i t u t  A s t r o l o g i q u e  d e  B e l g i q u e . New competitors 
for public favour are appearing continually and find their place in the 
sun, or th ey do not cease to exist after a few issues. The most 
recent of all is L 'A s t r o s o p h i e , a large octavo of 48 pp. which promises 
well lor the future, since it draws contributions from far and near,
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and will thus keep its readers in touch w ith things that are said and 
done as regards astrology and its connections in several parts of the 
world. It will do well to avoid such articles as the R osy Cross in 
England, if it wishes to be taken seriously.

There was a time when the S t a r  i n  t h e  E a s t  was at once the 
most absorbing and most debatable of a ll publications produced 
under Theosophical auspices. W e followed from m onth to  month 
its dogm atic proclamations concerning a W orld Teacher, and the 
alleged fact th at Mr. Krishnam urti had been chosen as his “  vehicle.”  
We heard more and more concerning the growth of union between the 
one and the other. W e had also full opportunity to estim ate the 
teaching in the utterances, inspired or not inspired, which poured 
forth from the “  vehicle,”  as well as the value of his numerous m etrical 
exercises from a literary point of view. The time came when a certain 
Californian settlement, and the expected foundation of a new race, 
began to fill all m en’s ears ; and then at long last there was announced 
the advent of a W orld Mother. W e were not unprepared, therefore, 
to hear that the emblematic Star was no longer in its figurative E ast 
but at or near the zenith, and that the official organ henceforward 
would be called T h e  S t a r — now T h e  S t a r  R e v i e w . The change 
took place accordingly, the cultus of Mr. Krishnam urti continuing 
much as before, especially on the part of ladies belonging to the holy 
congregation. B ut a change of another kind was already on the 
threshold, and we ceased subsequently to notice the m onthly magazine, 
which had become suddenly dull and colourless. The last issue has 
contributions on eugenics, the progress of em ancipation in woman­
hood, the sterilisation of the unfit, the problem of birth  control and 
that of unemployment, a consideration of the latest view  on patriotism  
and political realism— so forth and so onward. The “  vehicle ”  is 
represented by verses of the usual sub-mediocre kind, and by a Vision 
of Life, prompted by looking from a window over “  the green, smiling, 
sunlit field in the distance.”  As such it is vapid enough, and very  
feeble is the talk about happiness; yet it is notable also because 
it defines the position on the w riter’s part. He has grown w eary of 
philosophies, of religions, of gods, of forms, panoplies and ceremonial, 
of temples and systems. It is in this manner that he has attained the 
"  liberation ”  of which we have heard so much, being freedom in all 
sim plicity from "  creeds,”  “  adorations ”  and “  beliefs,”  all “  the dark 
graven images.”  He says also that the Truth which can never be 
“  conditioned ”  or “  lim ited ”  is in him, forgetting that it is in fact 
lim ited and in fact conditioned b y  this m etaphysical localisation. It 
is obvious in any case that Mr. Krishnam urti, thus liberated and thus 
in attainment, could not be invited to specify the kind of Truth which 
is his, because to do so would condition it after another and incon­
venient m anner: it must abide in the freedom of its own ineffable 
mode. If we turn from T h e  S t a r  R e v i e w  to the T h e o s o p h ic a l  
M e s s e n g e r  of Mount Morris, 111., which is the official organ in America,
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we can be enlightened further b y  the explication of much that has 
been im plied on ly  otherwise. I t  appears that Mr. Krishnamurti 
has done m ore than affirm  m erely that no forms are necessary, for 
he has illustrated  his thesis b y  cutting adrift from the soi-disant 
L ib era l C atholic Church, from  the Besant-cum-Leadbeater version 
of L a Maçonnerie M ixte, and from  the Theosophical Society itself. 
One of his recent books is quoted on Theosophical “  jargon ” and 
Theosophical explanations of life .”  F inally, the "  vehicle ” of the 
G reat M aitreya has pronounced categorically that "  there is no God.” 
The A m erican N ational President seeks to reduce the position by 
distinguishing betw een W orld Teacher and “  vehicle ”  ; but the plea 
fails, for u n fortu n ately  the Lord M aitreya recommended once upon 
a tim e, or “ a  few  years ago ”— according to News and Notes—the 
addition of a  Christian Church, w ith R itual and Doctrine, and a 

p roperly  conducted Masonic Lodge ”  to Theosophical activities 
then in evidence. L ater on, the plans concerning them were submitted 
to him  for approval. Moreover, the same authority— which is that 
of Mr. Leadbeater, a t its value— assures us that the World Teacher 
has been “  pouring forth  H is blessing through the Liberal Catholic 
Church in the fullest and m ost wonderful manner.”  This is how it 
stands a t the m om ent, and at such point we m ay leave Mr. Krish­
nam urti to  square accounts w ith  those who have enthroned him. It is 
difficult not to  th in k th at the “  farce is p layed.”

T h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  has several points of interest within and without 
its own group of subjects. Mr. A . P. W arrington’s contribution on 
Personal Rem iniscences of Colonel O lcott belongs to the first category, 
and g ives some delightful glim pses of our old friend, the President- 
Founder, in w hat m ay  be called his undress moments. In the alter­
n ative  class there is som ething to  be gained from a summary account 
of the Zodiac in pre-Colum bian Peru ; but the chief attraction for many 
w ill be an a ll too brief article on the Truth  about Tibet, by an English 
w riter who becam e a B uddhist m onk and speaks from first-hand 
experience on th at “  closed cou n try,”  of which so little is seen, even 
on those rare occasions when a traveller is perm itted to enter. He 
m ust keep to the trade routes and “  is under observation all the 
tim e.” W e are told th at the common people welcome strangers with 
open arm s, the difficulties and exclusion being the work of high officials 
and lam as, who are jealous of their own power, and believe that it might 
be im perilled b y  free incursions of the outer world. The natives are 
d ir ty  and superstitious, the lam as ignorant and often crafty ; and 
although occult phenomena abound, as good or better m ay be seen 
a t séances in London. The high lam as know nothing concerning 
M ahatm as, but speak of A rhats, who live in the mountains and are 
seen b y  few. There is a legend also concerning a K ing of the World, 
who lives in “  a wind-swept desert,”  and of one who has reached 
Buddhahood during recent times, and w ill be reborn in the body of a 
woman.



TOPICAL BREVITIES

T h e  B e a r i n g  upon the A tlantcan legend of the archaeological 
discoveries of Mr. C. Leonard W oolley at Ur becomes vita l in view  
of the fact that he claims, in a recent com m unication to The Times 
(London), th at evidence has come to light in support of the actuality  
of the Flood of Genesis, a disaster which “  buried the old settlement 
(of Ur) and created a breach in the continuity of civilisation.”  It 
must have been a disaster of unprecedented m agnitude, he declares, 
to have overlaid the original town of Ur w ith a deposit of clay no less 
than 8 ft. thick.

A  C a s e  was reported in the London Evening Standard recently, 
which affords a striking illustration of the manner in which som­
nambulism is liable to occur as a result of failure of the astral double 
to separate effectively from the physical during sleep. Edw in Johnson, 
aged eighty, who died in Northam pton hospital from injuries sustained 
as the result of a fall, stated, when adm itted to the hospital, that while 
dreaming that he was getting over a stile, he fell from his bedroom 
window. He only became aware of his peril when he found that he 
had actually put his leg over the window-sill.

A  M o v e m e n t  to promote the investigation of psychical phenomena 
by followers of the Jewish religion has been inaugurated by Mrs. 
Dora E. Blumenthal, of 64 Springfield Rd., London, N.W.8. A n y 
Jewish readers interested in development along the lines indicated 
are invited to communicate. A  lively  discussion in the columns of 
the Jewish Chronicle has already brought the m atter prominently 
before members of the Faith.

I n h is  unified field theory, Professor Einstein, it will be remem­
bered, attem pts not only to prove m athem atically the identity of 
electricity and magnetism— a fact suspected ever since the days 
when Faraday demonstrated that an electric current could be produced 
from a m agnet— but he endeavours, further, to show th at the new 
theory provides a satisfactory m athem atical explanation of the force 
of gravitation, thus welding the whole into one great unity.

I t  is  too soon yet to look for the considered criticisms of prominent 
m athem atical physicists on Einstein’s new theory. It is of interest, 
however, to note that Professor Eddington, in a communication to 
Nature recently, definitely expresses his preference for a field-theory 
already in existence, and developed by Professor W eyl, of Zurich. 
A n y non-mathematical explanation of the new theory, Professor 
Eddington explains, is at present out of the question. The lay  mind 
will therefore watch with keen interest for the results of the investiga­
tions of the mathematicians. The questioning of Einstein’s latest 
work by Prof. Eddington is particularly significant in view of the fact
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th a t the fam ous Cam bridge physicist played no small part in sponsoring 
the earlier th eory  of E instein.

A  F r e n c h  m agnetic healer who claims the peculiar power of 
being able to  m um m ify the structure of small organic objects, will 
be p ayin g  a visit to  London during the course of the month of May. 
The m agnetist in question, who w ill be giving demonstrations of his 
healing powers at the N ational Laboratory of Psychical Research, is 
M onsieur Joan n y G aillard.

T h e  R t . R e v . I r v i n g  S. C o o p e r , in the March Theosophist, records 
a startlin g  discovery  w hich he claims to have made with regard to 
the relationship  betw een the h oly places of the Krishnamurti move­
m ent. I f  straigh t lines be draw n between A dyar and Ojai, and Ommen 
and S yd n ey  respectively, he says, they intersect approximately at 
righ t angles, form ing a cross, w ith  the ruins of the mysterious Shamballa 
as the centre.

W i l l i a m  D u d l e y  P e l l e y , in the March issue of the American 
Magazine, recounts an am azing experience entitled “  My seven months 
in E te rn ity .”  Snatched from  the body during sleep, he was taken to 
a  plane w here he not only m et departed friends, but returned to find 
him self a  sp iritu a lly  transform ed man. "  Neither the editor (of 
the m agazine) nor an y  m embers of the staff knew of the transforming 
experience the author had been through, but it was evident that he 
had g re a tly  changed both in appearance and in manner. The accom­
pan yin g article is the intim ate account of his ‘ re-birth.’ ” Such 
are the w ords w ith  w hich the record is introduced, in the premier 
position of an im portant Am erican periodical boasting a circulation 
of over tw o m illion. Surely this is a sign of the times.

D r . V. V. K a l c i k , a m athem atician and physicist, advanced the 
interesting th eory  before a recent convention of the American Society 
for the A dvan cem en t of Science, th at sex m ay be predetermined by 
num erology. Dr. K a lc ik  holds that the parents represent individually 
certain  m athem atical equations which, properly balanced, result 
in a  m ale or fem ale child respectively. “  The inherent health of a 
prospective ch ild ,”  the doctor declares, "  is proportional to the sum 
of the health  of both parents, each parent contributing its share. 
W here the m other’s share is greater, the result will be a male child, 
where the fath er’s is greater, a fem ale child.”

W h i l e  regrettin g the unfortunate m isunderstanding which has 
arisen through copying an item  of news which appeared in the 
London d aily  Press in regard to the death of Professor Richet, we 
are h ap p y to say  th at the Charles R ichet, whose services have been 
and are so valuable to  the cause of psychical research, is still with 
us. Thore w as apparently  another Professor Richet, with whom the 
id en tity  of Professor Charles R ichet was confused.
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T h e  P h il o s o p h y  o f  P l o t i n u s  : The Gifford Lectures at St. Andrews. 
1917-1918. By William Ralph Inge, C.V.O., D.D. Third 
Edition. 2 vols., 562 pp. London : Longmans, Green & Co., 
2is. net.

I n p re p a r in g  fo r  th e  p re ss  th is  th ir d  e d itio n  o f  h is  G iffo rd  L e c tu r e s  o n  th e  
p h ilo so p h y  o f P lo t in u s , D e a n  In g e  h a s  re -r e a d  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  E N N E A D S , 
an d  h a s  th o ro u g h ly  re v is e d  h is  b o o k  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  a l l  th e  w o rk  w h ic h  h a s  
b e e n  d o n e o n  P lo t in u s  b y  o th e r  s c h o la rs  d u rin g  th e  la s t  t e n  y e a r s . T h e  
b o o k  as i t  n o w  s ta n d s  m a y  th e r e fo r e  b e  d e s c r ib e d  n o t  o n ly  a s  a n  in te n s e ly  
in s te r e s t in g  an d  s t im u la t in g  e x p o s itio n  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  o n e  o f  th e  
g r e a te s t  an d  m o s t im p o r ta n t  th in k e r s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  w orld , b u t  a lso  a s  th e  
la s t  w ord  o f  a u th o r ita t iv e  m o d e rn  s c h o la rs h ip  o n  th e  s u b je c t  w ith  w h ich  
i t  d ea ls . I t  is  in d eed  a  m o n u m e n ta l w o rk  o f  in e s t im a b le  v a lu e  t o  th e  
ser io u s  s tu d e n t . A s D e a n  In g e  h im s e lf  r e m a r k s  (V o l. 1, p. 1 2 0 ), i f  th e  c o n ­
c is e  b u t  so m e w h a t e n ig m a tic a l  w r itin g s  o f  P lo t in u s  h a d  b e e n  s tu d ie d  b y  
s ch o la rs  w ith  e v en  h a l f  th e  c a r e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  b e s to w e d  b y  th e m  o n  th e  
w o rk  o f  P la to  a n d  A r is to t le , th e  c o n t in u ity  o f  p h ilo so p h ic a l a n d  r e lig io u s  
th o u g h t in  th e  e a r ly  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e r a  w ou ld  b e  fa r  b e t t e r  
u n d ersto o d . A n d  i t  is  b e ca u se  h e  h a s  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  re p a ire d  th is  d e fic ie n c y , 
a n d  h a s  d o n e so  in  a n  e m in e n t ly  re a d a b le  t r e a t i s e ,  t h a t  D e a n  In g e  m a y  
b e  sa id  to  h a v e  m a d e  a t  o n ce  a  n o ta b le  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  s c h o la s t ic  c r i t ic is m  
an d  a  w elco m e a d d itio n  to  p h ilo so p h ic a l l i te r a tu r e .

I n  h is  P r e fa c e  to  th is  th ird  e d it io n  th e  a u th o r  a d m ir a b ly  su m s u p  th e  
im p o rta n c e  a n d  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  P lo t in u s ’ te a c h in g . T r e a t in g  N e o p la to n is m  
a s  a  liv in g  p h ilo so p h y , a n d  n o t  a s  a  d ead  o n e , D e a n  In g e  s t a te s  h is  c o n v ic ­
t io n  t h a t  th e  v a lu e  o f P lo t in u s  a s  a  re lig io u s  p h ilo so p h e r  c a n  h a r d ly  b e  
o v e r e s t im a te d , an d  he d e c la re s  t h a t  h e  k n ow s no  m o re  p o w e rfu l d e fe n c e  
o f th e  e s s e n tia lly  re lig io u s  v iew  o f  l ife . P lo t in u s , h e  sa y s , te a c h e s  us t h a t  
“  th e re  c a n  b e  n o  e v o lu tio n  e x c e p t  in  r e la t io n  to  a  t im e le s s  b a c k g ro u n d  
w h ich  d oes n o t  i t s e l f  e v o lv e .”  A nd  th is  b e in g  th e  C h r is t ia n  v iew , D e a n  
In g e  b e lie v e s  t h a t  "  i t  w ill v in d ic a te  i t s e l f  a g a in s t  th e  r iv a l  v ie w  o f a  D e ity  
w ho is  v ita l ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f H is  c r e a tu r e s .”

I t  sh ou ld  b e  ad d ed  t h a t  th e s e  v o lu m e s  a re  p ro fu se ly  in d e x e d  : a  c o n v e n i­
e n c e  w h ich  re a d e rs  w ill  g r e a tly  a p p r e c ia te , e s p e c ia lly  fo r  th e  p u rp o ses  o f 
fre q u e n t fu tu re  re fe re n c e .

Colin Still.

L ig h t s  a n d  S h a d o w s . Translated from the French of Aimée Blech 
by Fred Rothwell. London : The Theosophical Publishing
House, Ltd. Price 4s. 6d.

T h e  m o ra l o f  th e s e  v a ry in g  s to r ie s  o f  K a r m a  a n d  R e in c a r n a t io n  is  good , 
and  w e h a v e  e v e r y  s y m p a th y  w ith  th e  a u th o r , w ho is  a n  a rd e n t  a n t i-  
v iv ise c tio n is t . A s s to r ie s , h o w ev er, th e y  s in g u la r ly  fa i l  to  c o n v in c e . F o r  
o n e  th in g , th e  s ty le  o f th e  w r ite r  is  ”  b o o k is h ,”  a n d  th e  p lo ts  a r e  n o t  e a s y  to  
c re d it . N one th e  less , th e  m o ra l te a c h in g  th e y  c o n v e y  sh o u ld  b e  e f fe c t iv e .

E t h e l  A r c h e r .U9
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S h e p h e r d  o f  I s r a e l . By Leonora Eyles. London: Constable 
& Co., Ltd. Price ys. 6d.

In reading this book we could not help contrasting it with The Pillar of 
Fire, that very excellent story written some fifty odd years ago by the Rev.
J. H. Ingram, for the opening of the two books is curiously alike. In each 
case, Moses, who is heir apparent to the throne of Egypt, has just success­
fully passed through the Temple Initiation when he hears of the serious 
illness of his supposed mother, and learns from her on her deathbed the 
true facts of his birth. Here, however, the similarity between the two 
books ceases, for Mr. Ingram nowhere alters the Bible narrative. Leonora 
Eyles, on the contrary, frankly admits that she has not adhered to the Old 
Testament story. The miraculous side of the Ten Plagues she explains 
away on purely rationalistic grounds, and where events occur that cannot 
be explained away (as, for example, the Pillar of Fire and the Cloud), she 
conveniently omits them from her story. As it stands here, Shepherd of 
Israel would make a very excellent film plot, since the supernatural has 
been so entirely eliminated. There is graphic description galore—much 
both of horror and of beauty— but the Moses that has here been given 
to us is not the Moses of Exodus. He is essentially a twentieth century 
product, and he talks and acts like a modern Theosophist. He recognises 
no God but the God-within-himself, the God that is within all mankind, 
and in the burning bush he sees but the glorified image of his own face. 
The love story of Zipporah is charmingly told— we get here the very breath 
of the lulls ; so, too, the wandering through the desert, with the portraying 
of minor characters and events is powerful in the extreme ; but in making 
Moses die a natural death on the mountain, and his partially decomposed 
body be buried by the Israelites, the authoress has not improved on the 
sublimity of the Bible narrative.

Interesting this rather over-sophisticated novel is, but the Hebraic 
story of Moses remains, and will ever remain for us, unapproached, both 
from the point of view of literature and of religion.

E th el A rcher.

T h e  B o o k  o f  S p i r i t u a l  W i s d o m . By " Cuno.” Written by 
Frederick H. Haines, F.C.I.B. London : Simpkin Marshall, Ltd. 
Price 6s.

T his is another extraordinary and valid volume from the Unseen by the 
early Italian spirit ” Cuno.” It is pitched on a noble and enlightening 
key, except in one or two places where one feels a terrible antithesis, as 
in the account of “  John,” which somehow does not ring true like most of 
the rest. One of the illuminations by "  Cuno ” which attracted me most 
is his statement that reincarnation is a myth, that we live but once on 
earth in the eternal Progression of Life, and that our sympathies with the 
past are due to psychometric harmonies in vibration, in which we feel the 
life of another. The accounts of older civilisations, the Atlanteans and the 
earlier eras of our hoary earth, are fascinating to a degree.

Every cultured student of the occult should certainly study this serious 
Contribution to Spiritual Wisdom,

R egina  Miriam B loch,
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R I D E R ’ S
The PROJECTION  of the

ASTRAL BODY
by Sylvan J. Muldoon

Hereward Carrington
With 12 specially selected illustrations. 18/-

THE POSSIBILITY  
OF MIRACLES

by Anna M aria Roos. 6/-

THE M EANING OF 
MASONRY

by W . L. Wilmshurst, P.M. 6th Ed. 10/6

2nd Lar6,e Ed ition
THE SCRIPTS OF 

CLEOPHAS
A Reconstruction o f P rim itive  Christian 

Documents. Recorded by 
Geraldine Cummins. 12/6

SANE OCCULTISM
by Dion Fortune. (Shortly) 5/-

THE GREAT INITIATES
by Edouard Schuré. 5th Ed. 2 Vols. 10/6

THE TAR O T OF THE  
BOHEMIANS

by Papus (Dr. D. Encausse) 8/6

REINCARNATION
by Papus (Dr. D. Encausse) 3/6

THE FOUR GREAT  
INITIATIONS

by Ellen Conroy, M.A. 3/6

OUR SIXTH SENSE
by Prof. Charles Richet. (Shortly) 7/6

KEEPING MENTALLY  
FIT

(d Guide to Everyday Psychology) 
by Joseph Jastrow. (Shortly) 7/6

HENRI BERGSON
by Prof. Jacques Chevalier. 12/6

MAN &  HIS BECOMING
according to the Védànta 

by Rend Guenon. 10/6

FROM SPHINX TO  
CHRIST

by Edouard Schuré. 10/6

CREATIVE
PERSONALITY

(A Study in  Philosophical Reconciliation) 
by Ralph Tyler Flewelling. 7/6

Write for Detailed Spring List to:
34-36 P a t e r n o s t e r  R o w ,L o n d o n

T A L K  O F  T H E  W O R LD

Prof. SEKHAR
Psychic Palmist and Scientific 
Astrologer, the premier predic- 
tionist whom the Princes and 
People of India constantly con­
sult, has decided to place his 
services at the disposal of the 
people of this country for the 
first time.

ARE YOU INTERESTED 
IN YOUR FUTURE ?

If so send time (if known), date 
and place of birth with your full 
name and correct address clearly

written, for an Extensive Life 
Reading which gives simple, 
thorough and correct delinea­
tions and advice on all special In­
fluences effecting your whole life 
such as Health, Friends, Pro­
fession, Fortune, Marriage, etc., 
and the favourable and unfavour­
able periods of life. It also 
describes your mystic gems, 
Lucky day, Astral Colour, and 
Fadic number with Future 
Prospects For Two Y ears. 
Enclose a Crossed British Postal 
Order for 4/- (Four Shillings 
only). By return mail you will 
receive this excellent Reading by 
Registered Post in Plain cover. 
Write Now. Don’t Delay.

Address: p r o f  S E K H A R ,
The Great Mesmerist,

ELLORE (South India)
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Lectures and 
Demonstrations, 

At Homes, 
Drawing-Room 

Meetings, 
etc.

Hours 11-7

Madame Bishop Anderson
C onsu lting  P sy ch o lo g ist.

C la irv o y a n te  a n d  C la ir a u d ie n t  
T e s t  M e d iu m .

Consultations by Appointment.
NO POSTAL W ORK.

Under Distinguished Patronage.

Arcade House, 
27, Old Bond St., 

London, W.1

Telephone :

G E R R A R D  4163

I N D I A N  C H A R M S

I t  will bring the m uch desired 
person under the co n tro l o f 
th e hopeless lover. I t  will 
m ake you the favourite o f all, 
it w ill in crease y ou r earning 

pow ers, e tc .

For particulars write -

RUPNARAYAN STORES,
CHANDERNAGORE (HOOGHLY), INDIA.

R e g u lu s ,  A s tr o lo g e r
Map and brief judgment, 5«. 
With two years’ advice, 10s. 6d. 

Time, Date, Place of Birth and Sex 
required. If married, date of same 

for correction purposes.
»3 COW OATE STREET, NORWICH

B R O T H E R  M ARKEON
M .A . (OXON.)

A s tr o lo g e r .
Horoscope with outline delineation and some 
years’ general calculation, 10/-. All other 
astrological work undertaken. Individual atten­
tion guaranteed. Money returned if work does 
not satisfy. Send for form and list to 

24 Rowsley A venue, London, N*W.4

SOMERSET
M IN E  HEAD. I d e a l  A l l -t h e - Y e a r - 
R o u n d  S e a s i d e . Climate one of the 
warmest and most equable in 
England. Beautiful country. In­
clusive terms, 2 to 3! guineas weekly. 
Mr. &Mrs. C o r n i s h , 15 The Avenue.

Indian Palmist and Clairvoyant
Gives Scientific Reading and Advice. 
See Daily Mail and Popular Science 
articles. Horoscopes and advice b y  
post. Eastern Studio, 21, George 
Street, Baker Street, London.
’Phone : A m bassador 8819.

Leaves from a Psychic Note Book
by H. A . D A LLA S, Hon. Associate of the S.P.R. 

W ith a Foreword b y  S ir  O L IV E R  LODGE, F.R.S.

Extracts from Foreword and Press Notices
"  I commend all [these Essays] to the attention of readers and 

enquirers who wish for sane and helpful guidance in thinking over the 
somewhat difficult and controversial matters.”
The British Journal of Inebriety: “ It may surprise some readers to learn how logical 
are the inferences and how inspiring the conclusions arrived at . . . One of the chief 
values of the book is its presentation of the conclusions warranted by a 
steadily increasing array of well-established facts.” The Guardian: “ Temperate, 
judicious and candid.” TheSphere: “  Miss Dallas’ book has a reasonableness that is 
very welcome in works of this controversial genre. An impartiality, almost scientific, is 
opposed to a high idealism and results in a volume surprisingly convincing, on the weight 
of evidence submitted.” Yorkshire Observer: “ In short compass, and in the scientific 
temper, surveys a large part of the field of psychical research. . . . The book scales a 
wide purpose.” Methodist Times: “  A collection of essays well worth the consideration 
of all thoughtful readers.”  The Johannesburg Star: “  Her writing is marked by lucidity, 
a sense of logic [and] deep feeling."

5s. net.

Paternoster Row R ID E R  &  CO. London, E.C.4
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E s s a y s  o f  P r e n t i c e  M u l f o r d  : “ Your Forces and How to Use 
Them.” Fourth Series. London: Rider & Co., Paternoster 
House, E.C.4. Price 3s. 6d.

I n response to  a  w idesp read  and  gro w in g dem an d  fo r a  co m p lete  ed itio n  
o f th e  W o rks o f P ren tice  M ulford, th e  p resen t issue, o f w h ich  th is  is th e  
fourth  and final series, is n ow  bein g p laced  before th e  p u b lic, and th ere  
can  be no d o u b t of its cord ial recep tio n . I t  is indeed refresh in g to  re-read  
the w ise and helpfu l p h ilo sop h y  o f a  m an w ho, n o t o n ly  w ise in  his ow n  
generation, b u t w ise for gen erations y e t  to  com e, has, m a y b e  h a lf  un co n ­
sciously, helped to p u t th e  th o u gh ts of E m erson, and eve n  o f P la to , in to  
th e  cu rren t form  of e v e ry d a y  use.

“  A ll  th in gs seen o f p h y sica l sense h a v e  th e ir  correspond en ces in 
sp iritu al e lem en ts,”  w ro te  P ren tice  M ulford. . . . ”  T h e  p h y s ica l sun 
affects our p h ysical body. B u t  th e  sp iritu a l sun, o r th e  sp ir it  o f  th e  sun, 
affects our sp iritu a l bein g in p rop ortion  as th a t  b ein g  is d evelop ed  to  re ce ive  
o f th a t p ecu liar p o w er.”  T w e n tie th  ce n tu ry  scien ce is re-d isco verin g  th is  
and exp ressin g it  in  its  ow n p a rticu la r w ay.

O ne o f th e  m ost p ra ctica l essays in  th e  p resen t vo lu m e  is th a t  e n title d  
"  G race  B efo re  M e a t,”  w hich  la y s  g rea t stress on th e  co n d itio n  o f m ind 
in  w hich  w e sit dow n to  our m eals. ' '  T o  e a t w ith  a  ca lm , seren e, rep o sefu l 
m ind, d w ellin g  in  th o u g h t or co n versatio n  o n ly  on  th o u g h ts  p leasan t, 
h ealth fu l and stren gth -giv in g , is to  b rin g  th a t  cu rre n t o f th o u g h t to  you. 
T h en  y o u  consum e in  a  sense such  th o u g h t w ith  y o u r  fo od  and  b u ild  it  
p erm an en tly  in to  y o u .”  T h is  ap p lies to  th e  w h o le  o f p h y sica l life , its  
sp iritu a l reaction s, and vice versa. ' ‘ T h o u g h t C u rren ts ’ ’ is  a n o th er essa y  
th a t should be p rin ted  in  lette rs  o f gold— ' T h o u g h t ru ns in  cu rren ts as 
real as those o f a ir and w ater. O f w h a t w e th in k  and  ta lk  w e a ttr a c t  to  
us a  lik e  cu rren t of th o u gh t. T h is  a cts  on m ind o r b o d y  fo r  good o r i l l .”  

In  all, th e  book con tain s som e seven teen  E ssa y s  on th e  foregoin g lines. 
T hose w ho kn ew  P ren tice  M ulford before w ill b e  g la d  to  g ree t h im  again  
as an  old friend, w h ile  readers to  w hom  he is as y e t  a  stra n g er w ill find 
d e ligh t and a  helpin g hand in  his stim u latin g  pages.

E d i t h  K .  H a r p e r .

O u t l a w e d  f o r  L o v e . By Countess Hamon. London : The London 
Publishing Co., 42, Museum Street, W.C.i. ; and U.S.A. : 5040, 
Whitsett Avenue, North Hollywood, California. Price 5s. net.

W i t h i n  the space of som e n in e ty  pages, C ountess H am on  has co n trived  
to  p ack  a  sufficien cy of sw iftly -m o vin g  episodes to  h a ve  m ade a  book 
tw ice  or three tim es th e  size  o f th is, her first n ovel. M oreover, the 
P u b lish er’s P reface  states th a t th e y  possess a  sworn a ffid a vit w hich  testifies 
th a t ”  the in ciden ts re lated  b y  Countess H am on  are  tru e, and th a t  o n ly  
nam es h ave  been altered  in  th is th rillin g  rom ance of a  rea l life  d ram a th a t 
is now  for the first tim e g iven  to  th e  p u b lic .”  T h is, o f course, m uch 
enhances th e  in terest o f the story. I t  w ou ld  be un fair to  d isclose th e  

p lot ’ ’ o f th e  book, the t it le  o f w hich in dicates th a t  rom ance is its  b e ­
ginning and its  end. B u t  one m a y  hin t th a t a  suspicion  o f foul p la y  bears 
a  hideous p art, and th e  dan ger of p u re ly  c ircu m sta n tia l e vid en ce , h o w ­
e ve r in crim in atin g it  m a y  be, is show n in a ll its  terrib le  possibilities. 
Self-abn egation  is th e  u ltim a te  them e of th is glow ing tale , w hich ends on
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a high note of spiritual enthusiasm. Countess Hamon does not, however, 
weary one with moralisings.

The descriptions are brief but graphic ; the characters tell their own 
vivid story ; the mise-en-scène, Mexico, and its picturesque banditti ; 
its wild mountain temple full of terrible suggestions of ancient religious 
rites ; all come up to the expectations suggested by the clever and spec­
tacular cover, which is also the work of the gifted authoress, of whom a 
charming photograph forms the frontispiece to the book. While not 
dwelling on the psychic life, Countess Hamon clearly implies the workings 
of Unseen Powers through every phase of our mortal existence.

E dith  K. Harper.

Critics of the Christ, Answered by Spiritualism. By G. Toye 
Warner-Staples, Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, 
Société Astronomique de France, etc. London : Rider & Co. 
Price 4s. 6d. net.

T he Reverend G. Vale Owen contributes a Foreword to this comprehensive 
and much-needed book, in which he emphasises its special usefulness as 
“ a book of reference to be kept at hand for constant use . . .  to the 
Bible student, who will be able at a glance to see what has been said 
against any particular passage referred to, and what may be said again for 
it, from the viewpoint of psychic science, by one qualified in no mean 
measure so to present the case.”

From this particular point of view the author, whose name is familiar 
in the pages of this magazine, ranges herself against the " Higher Critics,” 
who cast such a blight over the spiritual outlook of the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, and uses many of their own arguments to confound 
them. The arguments they used with such telling effect against the 
orthodox teaching of the Churches are taken by her as the basis that 
‘‘ It is just those details which were regarded as the chief weakness of 
the evanglists' accounts of the resurrection, that have— thanks to psychic 
science— become its greatest support. The ‘ ‘ discrepancies” and "con­
tradictions ” have actually become proofs of the inherent truth of the 
records, to all who have studied the same class of phenomena at first hand.”

With reverence and devotion the writer touches on the chief points 
of our Lord’s earthly Life and Ministry ; and though all readers may not 
be able to follow her conclusions (perhaps in some cases from sheer ignorance 
of the ascertained facts of Psychical Research), yet there is not a word that 
should offend any of " the little ones,” whose simple faith needs no buttress.

Personally, I have derived much pleasure in reading this book—in 
curious conjunction with Sir William Ramsey's eloquent work ‘ ‘ St. Paul : 
Traveller and Roman Citizen,” which came my way at about the same time.

E dith  K. H arper.

The World Without and the World Within. By Theodore 
Thompson. Second series. London : John Lane. Price 6s.

As the author explains in a prefatory note : ‘ ‘ This little book is the 
sequel to a companion volume already published under the same title, 
and also divided into two parts. . . .”

The first volume was noticed last year in the pages of the Occult
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“ ‘ M argery’ The Medium” for 8 /-!
B y  J .  M ALCOLM  B IR D , Research Officer, A m erican Society  
for Psychical R esearch . M r. B ird ’s lengthy book (518 pages) 
published in 1925 is described as the m ost in teresting of the  
cen tu ry  on psychic phenom ena. A fter m an y seances, trained  
investigators, men of affairs and leaders of professional life are  
shown a t  a  loss to  explain the physical m anifestations of psychic  

force which Mr. B ird  depicts. M any Illustrations.
Published at 16s. net. Offered at 8s. p ost free on approval. Quote Offer 30

TH AT BOOK YOU W A N T ! Foyles can supply it. Foyles have a Special Department entire ly 
devoted to Works on sp iritualism  and other Occult Subjects. Send fo r  Catalogue o f Dept. 10 

(free) o u tlin ing  requirements and interests. Books sent on approval.

F O YLE S FOR BOOKS ON OCCULT SU B JE C T S
119-125 CHARING CR O SS ROAD, LONDON, W .C.2. (G errard 9310)

Madame BEN NIL,
Indian Occult, Clairvoyant 

and Astrologer.
Known for genuine accuracy 
on all matters.
Consults from 10.30 to 7 by 
appointment with letter or 
phone Gerrard 3195, at

43 , W H IT E C O M B  S T R E E T , 
W .C.2

(SECOND FLOOR).

H O R O S C O P E S
T est 2/6 Extended 5/-

Send b irth d ate for helpful infor­
m ation. Tim e or P hoto.

L IB R A ,” 6 1 , W oodville T errace, 
Liverpool.

Typewriting & Secretarial Bureau
Room 30, Piccadilly Mansions, W 1

(Next to Café Monico)
All kinds of reporting, Typewriting, Trans­
lating, Research, and Secretarial Work under­
taken. Secretarial work carried out at Clients’ 
houses or premises by arrangement. Lessons 

given in Shorthand and Typewriting. 
Work Collected and Delivered if Desired 
Terms moderate. Authors MSS. 8d. per 1000 

words. Carbons Id. per 1000 words. 
Telephone: Gerrard 8883

w r i t e r "
6 d. M onthly

A  M agazine w hose purpose is to show  the 
literary aspirant h o w  to write, w hat to write, 
and w h ere to sell that w hich  he has written.

#

M ay be had through any newsagent 
Specimen copy 7d. post free.

*

H U T C H I N S O N  P E R I O D I C A L  C O .  L T D . ,
34, Paternoster R ow , London, E.C.4
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«I The wise book that all parents have been 
waiting for !

T h e

OF YOUTH
by

Jessica G. C O S G R A V E

3 / 6  \  /  3 / 6

T h e  b o o k  fo r  P a r e n t s

Paternoster Row, R ID E R  f t  CO*/ London, K.C.4

S E R V I C E  A N D  W H Y
by H. E R N E S T  H U N T

Puts the case for service in a clear, logical and concise 
manner. 1 j .  net

S E L F -R E L IA N C E
b y P H IL IP  H A R R ISO N  

E ditor of “  T he W riter ”  1/6 net

T H E  S E C R E T  P O W E R
by P. B E A U F O Y  B A R R Y  1/6 net

Paternoster Row, R ID E R  S  CO*/ London, E.C.4
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R eview , and I have much pleasure in extending the same cordial welcome 
to its successor. In Part III, "  The Symphony of Life,” the author dwells 
on the reality behind appearance ; not purely as in the Hindu belief that 
the outer life is merely “ illusion,” but rather that it is an outward ex­
pression of spiritual gifts ; and that the bringing of our faculties into line, 
energised by the in-dwelling spirit, indeed would make ‘ ' All the world full 
of music.”

Not only our human faculties but various aspects of physical life are 
thus illuminated by the author’s kindly pen. She even has a good word 
for that universal bête noire, a London fog, quoting George Gissing, in 
support of her artistic picture ! Alas, I can only bethink of the dirt-sodden 
lungs, and of the cold and hungry outcasts.

In Part IV, ” The Source of Life,” the author rises to her highest 
point, and blends together a series of noble thoughts culled from many a 
great mind ; concluding with a fine insistence on the real meaning of the 
Resurrection, the continuity of Life, and the “ implications of a Beyond, 
in which our present realisation of life is but the " beginning of a 
beginning,” the " ‘ earliest twilight of the dawn’ of the life that is to 
be realised on earth.” For "Love is the Meaning, the Fullness, the 
Symphony, and the Source of Life.”

" And nothing is greater than Love.” E dith  K. Har per .

T h e  C a u s a l  E s s e n c e  P e r s o n i f i e d . By Aleta B. Baker. Published 
at “ Order of the Portal,” 440 Stuart Street, Boston, Mass.

T his excellently bound and nicely produced book comes from Boston, 
famous for the " Tea-Party” and, more recently, for the affair of Sacco 
and Vanzetti. The title arouses expectation, especially as the imprint is 
not that of an ordinary commercial publisher. It is not fulfilled, for the 
work is disappointing, the more so because one feels that some devotion 
and even knowledge has gone to its making.

Its 116 pages seem like the pages of a scattered notebook, set down by 
some studious person from lectures much more full ; and too often in 
language which, because of this scrappy arrangement, seems to be jargon. 
The author takes a word or a phrase, and expounds a paragraph or two, 
long or short, as though to a class not entirely new to this study. Of any 
material which definitely carries out the promise of the title, however, 
we have little, and that has to be sought. This inexperience in writing 
causes much wasted time and no little irritation on the part of those who 
would learn. If the author would again make an attempt, giving a clear 
statement to a new student, and answering questions that are frequently 
met, she might be able to design her book for real use and genuine help 
to the many readers she could thus obtain.

W. G. R.

N r i t a n j a l i  : H in d u  D a n c i n g . By Sri Ragini. Published by Hari
G. Govil Inc., Oriental Publishers, New York City., U.S.A.
$1.50.

H indu  dancing comprises a definite series of art-forms, created by the 
motion and poses of the human body, and possessing symbolical or ritual 
significance. In this very attractive little volume we are offered an
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excellent general introduction into the purpose and practice of the marga 
and desi forms of the art, by a writer who is evidently not only a skilful 
artist in movement, but who also has a very full understanding of what 
those movements mean. Indian art has gradually won more and more 
acceptance in the West, for we have changed greatly since Ruskin could 
find agreement in his intense dislike of a symbolic figure merely because 
it was four-armed and no human figure was so made.

The photographic illustrations in Sri Ragini’s book show her in various 
typical postures ; and some of the hands alone give characteristic mudras. 
While no art can be taught by a book, much may usefully be described, 
so that readers of this volume will certainly find in it some useful and 
practical information.

W . G . R a f f I

T h e  P o s s i b i l i t y  o f  M i r a c l e s . By Anna Maria Roos. London: 
Rider & Co. Price 6s. net.

T h e  belief that the human hand possesses healing powers is extremely 
ancient, and is met with in a variety of forms, such as the old belief in 
the power of the king’s touch to cure scrofula. The authoress of this 
interesting book, now made available to English readers by Mr. Fred 
Roth well, B.A., whose name is well-known as that of the translator of a 
number of foreign works of occult interest, tells us how she discovered 
that she possessed healing hands. In explanation of the results obtained, 
she uses the terms “ hypnotism” and “ magnetism” indiscriminately, 
her theory being a blend of both hypotheses, that of suggestion and that 
of the actual transmission of an occult force.

She was thus led to study the phenomena of somnambulism and trance, 
her interest shifting from that merely in the therapeutic possibilities 
to larger issues, as in these phenomena she saw the means of gaining a 
real assurance of the infinite possibilities of the human spirit and its 
triumph over death.

The book takes its title from the final essay, in which the miracles 
related in the Gospels are surveyed in the light of modern psychical research. 
Certainly, viewed in this light, some of them become completely credible, 
though in the case of others, the sceptic will be inclined to see the ‘ ' will to 
believe ’ ’ at work.

One of the most interesting essays in the book is that dealing with 
the ancient Greek and Egyptian Mysteries. The authoress has studied 
classical literature deeply, and has discovered a number of passages which, 
she considers, throw light on the so-closely guarded secret of their true 
nature. She concludes that the real aim of the Mysteries was to induce 
the trance state in the initiate, whereby an assurance might be gained 
of the supremacy of spirit over matter, which nothing happening afterwards 
in his life could shake. The many marvels seen, she considers, were not, 
as is usually supposed, merely a sort of theatrical show, whereby the 
initiate was symbolically instructed in current religious and philosophical 
beliefs, but things actually seen in trance. Whether she has demonstrated 
her point is, no doubt, matter for debate ; but her contribution to this 
very vexed question will certainly be read with attention by all who are 
interested in it.

Of other essays included in the book, one deals with such curious
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psycho-physical phenomena as psychometry and fire-walking ; whilst 
in another the question of the composite nature of man is discussed, the 
Egyptian, Persian, Chinese and Hebrew views on this subject being 
surveyed. H. S. R e d g r o v e .

W e i r d  S t o r i e s . Crown 8vo, pp. 192. London : Illustrated
Papers Ltd. 2s. bd. net.

T he collection is introduced by a foreword from the editor of the Tatler, 
in the columns of which the stories appeared originally. They are a few 
among many, all, as we are assured, having been ‘ ‘ submitted by responsible 
people in good faith.” Some of them are signed with full names and the 
rest with initials only. From the days of the Night Side of Nature to this 
present time and its annals of psychical research, I do not remember to 
have met with a better group. One of the most convincing items is about 
a telephone call from beyond, told by a plain person who makes no attempt 
to elucidate and does not '* pretend to understand.” One is disposed to 
back this story against all comers. Another follows on its heels and tells 
tersely, within the limits of a page, how a brother came over from France 
to give away his sister on the day of her wedding, and, after the quiet 
breakfast and seeing the pair off, he said that he was due to go. The 
narrator returned home, to find a telegram announcing that the brother 
had been killed by a stray bullet on his way out of the trenches. Louis 
Claude de Saint-Martin said, at the end of the eighteenth century, that 
the world is full of these things—meaning occult and unexplained happen­
ings ; it is yet more full of them now, on the faith of this collection and 
its analogues. Though expert psychology may say that there is no 
evidence, and in the legal sense of the term one may be forced to agree, 
it would seem that in another and better sense there is a cloud of witnesses, 
so the folly is with those who deny rather than with those who affirm. 
It is obvious, of course, that all the narratives stand at their own value, 
and perhaps " The House of the Evil Deed,” which appears almost at the 
end, might have been spared a place. As, however, it is likely enough 
that none of them will be read critically by the mass, but rather for the 
“ weird stories ” that they are, they may be commended bodily to these, 
citing as best among them the “ Phantom Actress,” the “ Unsolved 
Mystery of the Haunted Car ” and the “ Pre-enacted Tragedy,” in addition 
to those which have been mentioned. A. E. W a it e .

L a  S c i e n c e  S e c r è t e  d e s  I n i t i é s , par Serge Marcotoune. Traduit 
du Russe par Eugène et Marc Semenoff. Royal 8vo, pp. 384. 
Paris : Delpeuch, 51, Rue de Babylone.

T he sub-title is “ The Practice of Life ” and Initiation is described as the 
path which leads to the conquest of human inertia ; while the Secret Science 
itself is the symbolism of numbers, representing a synthesis of vital laws 
and giving the necessary orientation which insures the fruit of action. I 
am stating the thesis in its own terms and leave the precise meaning open. 
As to the symbols they are those of the 22 Tarot Trumps Major and the 
32 Kabbalistic Paths of Wisdom. It is impossible to summarise and much 
less to offer judgment on an octavo of such dimensions within the limits of 
a brief notice , but one can note certain points and the conclusions which 
f pi low from these. The volume opens with reveries on the youth of the
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world, the primitive nature of man, the Biblical Tree of Life and the Tree 
of Knowledge, picturing the origin of Initiation and of an Initiatory 
Confraternity. The value, if any, is therefore not of scholarship but 
revelation. On such basis we are introduced presently to the Rosicrucian 
Brotherhood, said to be flourishing in the middle ages, whereas it belongs 
historically to the beginning of the 17th century. Its mythical book, which 
contained all the sciences— the Liber T. of the Fama—is identified with the 
Tarot cards, following Eliphas Levi, who offered the same assurance a great 
many years ago. They are not, however, of Rosicrucian invention, being 
referable to the Alexandrian epoch. As regards the Kabbalistic part, 
A in  Soph, the Ten Sephiroth, the 32 Paths, etc., the influence of Levi can 
be traced throughout, though the dreams of the Russian occultist are 
otherwise his own dreams, and his corpus dogmaticum generally is devised 
rather than borrowed. I have found it very curious reading and believe 
that it may have a considerable vogue in France ; the mentality is so 
peculiarly French and there is a French clarity of expression. The pub­
lishers have provided a separate analysis of contents, with a few prefatory 
words on the scope of the work ; but, unfortunately, apart from information 
concerning the author. He is apparently a contemporary and passed 
recently from New York to Paris, as shewn by the colophon to his 
concluding words. The book is a dream-book and its spirit is earnest.

A. E. Wa it e .

The Open Door. By Sulhayhas. Published by Rider & Co.
Price 3s. 6d.

T he  talks in this book were given to "  Sulhayhas ”  from the other side 
through the mediumship of Mrs. Artimeza Hayner. The value of such 
talks as these largely depends on our knowing something of the bona fides 
of the writer, but in this book nothing is revealed of the personality either 
of the sitter or the “  control.” Presumably Sulhayhas is a foreigner, and 
a devout Christian, judging by the messages he received. They are very 
beautiful and comforting.

I am greatly struck by the remarkable similarity of the information 
given by those purporting to come back to earth at times, as to life on 
the other side, the condition of those who pass over, their gradual growth 
into higher possibilities. The similarity is seen in books published long 
ago and at the present time, in those published in England, in America 
or on the Continent by writers wholly ignorant of one another’s works.

One such resemblance is seen in the constantly-repeated statement 
that many of those who pass over are quite ignorant often for a long 
time, that they are really "dead.” Where they have been closely 
attached to earth, earth conditions continue for some time. Another 
point on which great emphasis is laid by all, is that we are each preparing 
on earth our home and life in heaven. " Therefore I say to all, do good, 
seek peace, be pure in thought and word and deed, sacrifice greatly for all 
who are in need. . . . Open the windows of your soul and let the Divine 
Light shine upon you.” "  By your actions and thoughts and deeds, 
you are building your home in the Spirit World.” " Be strong in perfect 
Love, in the strength that never fails, that never falters, that will remain 
with you as long as time is.”

These extracts give some idea of the teaching contained in this helpful 
book, R osa M. Bar rett,

A)
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