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B e a u t i f u l  G i f t  B o o k s

specially selected from

RIDER and Co.’s C A T A L O G U E
The Great Initiates by EDOUARD SCHURE. Trans

lated by Fred RothweU, B.A. 2 vols. 10/6
The Meaning of Masonry,by W. L. WILMSHURST. 10/6 
The Way of Attainment, by SYDNEY T. KLEIN. 5/- 
TheNew Science of Colour, by BEATRICE IRWIN. 3/6 
The Symbolism of Colour, by ELLEN CONROY, M.A.

3/6
The Gift of the Spirit. A selection from the Essays of 

PRENTICE MULFORD. 3rd edition. 5h
The Book of the Talismans, Amulets and Zodiacal 

Gems, by W. T. and K. PAVITT.
With 10 full-page Plates. 7/6

Joan of Arc and England, by Rev. JOHNLAMOND.D.D.
10/6

The Encircled Serpent : A Study of Serpent Symbolism 
in all Countries and Ages, by M. OLDFIELD HOWEY. 
Profusely illustrated. 25/-

The Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross
by ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE. 30/-

The History of Magic, by ELIPHAS LEVI. Trans
lated, annotated and introduced by ARTHUR EDWARD 
WAITE. With 20 Plates. 21/-

Transcendental Magic : Its Doctrine, Practice, and 
Ritual, by ELIPHAS LEVI. Translated, annotated and 
introduced by ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE. 25/- 

The History of Atlantis, by LEWIS SPENCE.
With 16 illustrations. 10/6

From Sphinx to Christ, by EDOUARD SCHURE.
Translated by EVA MARTIN. 10/6

Ihe bcnpts of Cleophas. Recorded by GERALDINE 
• "INS. With a critical Introduction prepared

p ?f most learned and distinguished Theological 
Experts in the country. I2/6

e rFS?nMeSp af d , their Stars. by mAUD MAR- 
rofusely illustrated by diagrams and charts.

An Analysis of Magic and Witchcraft ^
by C. W. OLLIVER B Sc m < n ,  ,illustrated ' C-’ K S 'E' (Pans). Profusely

15/-
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A New Book by L E W IS  SP E N C E . Now ready.

The Mysteries of Britain
Uniform with A uthor’s other works, “ History o f A t la n t is "  and “  Problem 
of Atlantis
T he vast m ajority o f occult students in Europe and A m erica turn in th e ir 
search for a K ey  to the Mysteries, to the lure of the E ast, ignorant or oblivious 
of the fact that while th ey  are wandering far afield, there lies enshrined in the 
m ystical legends of the W est, and especially in  those of Britain, an occult 
tradition towards the restoration of which, in their pristine splendour, the able 
research of L ew is Spence should do much to  contribute.

Demy 8vo, Cloth Gilt, 228 pp. Profusely illustrated. 10/6 .

PSYCHICAL SCIENCE <9
RELIGIOUS BELIEF

by J . A rthur H ill. 5/-

THE ESOTERIC ORDERS
6- THEIR WORK

b y  Dion Fortune. 3/6

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY
Be ng an introduction to astrology and 
occultism in general along the lines of 
Modern Scientific T¡¡ought. 
b y  A . E . Thierens, P h .D . 6/

LIVING SECRETS
by Lum a V aldry.
W ith  Preface by  Edouard Schur6. 
Authorized Translation by Fred Roth- 
well, B .A . 5/-

FROM WORLDS UNSEEN
b y  M .A., Ball. Coll., Oxon.
Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge. 2/-

NUMERICAL DIVINATION
A  Criticism  and Demonstration, 
b y  W . R . Lawson. 5/-

Prospectuses and Catalogues on appi cation to ; 
RIDER <§• Co., Paternoster Row, London, E .C.4

THE BLAVATSKY ASSOCIATION
The following Books may be obtained P O S T  F R E E  on application to the H on . 

Secretary, 26, Bedford Gardens, Campden H ill, London, W .8.
* These books can be obtained from the “  I I .P .B .”  Library, Victoria, B .C .

£ s. d,
“TH E  V O IC E  O F TH E  SIL E N C E , by H. P . B lavatsky.

Reprinted from  the O riginal Edition, w ith  N otes and Com m ents by 
A . L. C ieather and B . C ru m p . W ith an A utograph Inscription by the 
T ash i L a m a , also a P o stscrip t and E rra ta . Published under the 
auspices of the Chinese B u dd h ist R esearch  Society, P ek in g. P a p e r _
cover 2/6, Cloth ., .. 3 0

TH E M A H A TM A  L E T T E R S  T O  A . P . S 1N N E T T  ..  1 1 0
TH E L E T T E R S  O F H. P . B L A V A T S K Y  T O  A . P .

S I N N E T T ...........................................................................1 1 0
H. P. B L A V A T S K Y , HER LIFE  AN D  W O RK  FOR

H U M A N IT Y . B y A . L. C ieather ..........................  3 4
H .P . B L A V A T S K Y , A S  I KNEW  H ER. B y A .L . C ieather 3 4
H. P. B L A V A T S K Y , A  G R E A T  B E T R A Y A L . B y A . L.

Cieather . .  . .  ..  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 8
•BU D D H ISM , TH E S C IE N C E O F L IF E . B y A .L .C ie a th e r

and B asil C rum p . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 0
W AS SHE A  C H A R L A T A N  ? A  C ritical A nalysis of the 

1885 Report of the Society for P sychical Research on 
the Phenom ena connected w ith M m e. H. P .
B lavatsky, by W illiam  K ingsland. Post Free . .  1 8

G U A R A N T E E D  T E X T U A L L Y  A C C U R A T E  E D IT IO N S
of M m e. B la v a tsk y ’s w orks can also be procured to order.

A
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Thé popular Spiritualist Paptr with thè larg$ circulation is

THE TWO WORLDS
A Weekly Journal devoted to the 

History, Phenomena, Philosophy and Teachings of

MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
(Founded 1887.) Edited by ERNEST W. OATEN.

P rice  Tw opence. P o s t F ree , 2 Jd .
Subscription Rates : 12 months, 10/10 ; 6 months, 5 5 : 3 months. 2/9.

We hold the Largest Stock of Books on Psychic 
and Spiritualistic Subjects In tbs Kingdom .

"TH E TWO W ORLDS" PUBLISHING COMPANY, LTD.
18 CORPORATION STR E E T , M ANCHESTER.

— CDe Star Reuieio----
(MONTHLY).

1HE NATIONAL ORGAN OF THE ORDER OF THE STAR.

Price 1/- Annual Subscription 12/-
(posted 1 /2) (posted 1 3 6 )

PUBLISHING OFFICES :
T H E  S T A R  R E V IE W , 6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.l

All Freemasons should take
tlbe Speculative /Ifoason

CONTENTS FOR JU LY AND OCTOBER.
Plant Love.
Speech Making.
The Fire on the Altar and the 

five-pointed Star.

Divine Names in Masonry El 
Shaddai.

The Second Degree.
The Platonic Solids

The new MASONIC ENCYCLOPAEDIA is free to subscribers. 
Annual Subscription, 8/8 post fret. S ingle Copy, 2/2 post free.

O ffice: 1 Springfield Road, N.W.8, & Fowler’*, Ludgate C ircu *,E .C .4

THE INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC CAZETTE
Contains every month a FASCINATING RESUME of 
the most striking Spiritualistic and Psychical Research 

ih™Bj}out the world, written by MONSIEUR  
ASCAL FORTHUNY, its Continental Editor, who is 

an eminent authority on these subjects.
Price 6d., from any newsagent, 
or 7/- per annum post free from

I.P.G. Office, 69 High Holborn, LONDON, W.C.l



I l l
A n Important Work

Of vital interest to Christian Mi/slics, Biologists, Educationists and Women.

S o n s  o f  G o d  &  S o n s  o f  M e n
by E . H . G

“  It is a sincere, and in many respects an original contribution 
to Biblical interpretations, and one that is likely to provoke a 
good deal of discussion.” — D a ily  C h ro n ic le .
“ A  remarkable book.” — Yorkshire Post.
“  T h e  work will repay attention.” — T h e  T im es.
“  M ost emphatically this is a book that should be read.”  
— Occult Review.
“  This remarkable book calls for deep earnest study.” —
N e w  T h ou g ht R ev iew .
“  It must certainly be considered as one of the signs of 
the times . . . and constitutes a daringly original contri
bution to biblical interpretation.— T h e  R a lly .
“  A  bold interpretation of the Scriptures based upon an 
original line of argument.— Light.

Crown Svo. Cloth gilt. 256 pp. 4/6 .
published by

RIDER &  Co., Paternoster Row, London, E .C.4

MODERN ASTROLOGY
The Leading Magaiine of its kind.

O ae S h illin g  per m onth. Specimen copy 6d.

The Standard Astrological 
Text Books, 15/- 2LSSZ&
ASTROLOG Y FOR ALL . Simple and in

structive, no calculations.
CASTIN G  THE HOROSCOPE : Full details 

with Ephemeris for 69 years.
HOW TO JUDGE A N ATIVITY : Complete 

rule for judgments.
THE A R T OF SYNTH ESIS : Showing the 

relation between planets and consciousness. 
THE PROGRESSED HOROSCOPE : Show

ing your tendencies at a glance.
THE KEY TO YOUR OWN N ATIVITY 1 

Showing you how to read your own horoscope. 
Postage 6d. only.

ESOTERIC A ST R O L O G Y : Showing the 
inner side of Astrology.

PRACTICAL ASTROLOGY : Alan Leo, 5/-. 
Postage 6d.

A STR O LO G IC A L MANUALS : Pocket Site,
3/-, 2/6, 2/3 .

BOOKS BY M rs. LEO.
RAYS OF TRUTH , 5/-
ASTROLOGICAL ESSAY S, 5/-
THE LIFE AND WORK OF ALAN LE O ,6/-
THE ROMANCE OF THE STA R S, 3/6
PLANETARY INFLUENCES, 2/-
T h e e e  P r i c e e a r c n e t .  (Postage6d.per bookextra.)

ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS 
CHARACTER DELINEATIONS.

P l e a s e  n o te  th e  a t d r e s s  a n d  s e n d  d ir e c t  t o :—
MODERN ASTROLOG Y”  OFFICE,

IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, 
LUDGATE CIR CU S, LONDON, E.C.4

“  The
Fellowship of the Spirit ”

proclaims :
Revelation From 'i «  t m p  

Inspiration By
Communion With * SPIRIT ’ ’

Meetings at
15 Hyde Park Street, W.2 .
S u n d a y  7 p.m.. P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  

W a l t e r  L o n g . 
Followed by Members’ Communion 

Circle. W a l t e r  L o n g .
T u e s d a y , 3 p. m , Open Circle for 

Psychic Development.
M r s . K .  K e n d l e  6 - W a l t e r  L o n g . 
W e d n e s d a y , 8 p .m ., C ircle for 

R em em b ran ce  of our E te r n a l L ife  
M r s . K . K e n d l e . 

T h u r s d a y , 8 p .m ., S p ir itT e a c h in g s : 
W a l t e r  L o n g . 

Nov. 8th, 15th, 22nd. “ Reincarnation.” 
Nov. 29th, Dec. 6th, 13th.

“ Paul the Mystic” 
S p i t i t u a l  H e a l i n g  : Mental and 

Material, by appointment. 
Secretary : Mi»« B. M. F. Robinson, 

15 Hyda Park Street, W .2. 
Telephone: Paddington 8952.
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An Occult Autobiography

The

W h i t e  B r o t h e r

by

M IC H A E L  J U S T E .

The “  W hite Brother ”  showed the author how, through 

spiritual exercises, he could visit those realms which to the 

ordinary man are forbidden lands. He showed him, for 

example, how to travel on the mental plane— how he could 

consciously project his double to vast distances, and bring 

back into conscious life the remembrance of such journeys. 

But the scope of the book is wider than this. M ichael 

Juste elucidates many questions which perplex most thinking 

men and women. Anarchism, atheism, socialism, spirituaism,

theosophy all these the author tasted in the hope that they 

could offer some lasting panacea. A t long last he found 

just that philosophy which satisfied his highest aspirations 

and which proved to be a key to life’s deepest problems.

“  the book very arresting.” — Liverpool Post.

“  I found this book vastly interesting.” — Light.

I sincerely hope this book will win the circulation it so 

richly deser\es, and so bring light and comfort to many 
hearts.” — The Two Worlds.

Demy 8vo, Cloth gilt. Seven & Sixpence net.

RIDER & CO., Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4
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L ectu res and Madame Bishop Anderson A r c a d e  H ouse,

D em onstrations, C o n s u l t i n g  P s y c h o l o g i s t . 27, O ld  B ond St.,
A t  H om es, C la ir v o y a n te  a n d  C la ir a u d ie n t London, W .L

D ra w in g- R oom T e s t  M e d iu m .
M eetings, Consultations by Appointment.

NO POSTAL W ORK. Te Up horn :
etc. U>>det D is tin g u ish e d  P a tron  ige G E R R A R D  8094.

L E T  ME H E LP YOU AS I 
AM H ELPIN G OTHERS attain 
Health, Happiness, Prosperity. 
Free will offering only.

V o r a  B. D u r a n d ,
Vita Springs, Spring Valley, Calif.

M A R V E L L O U S  A N D  I N S T R U C T I V E !
A New Revelation of the Secret Doctrine.

The Mystery o! the Ancient 
Wisdom Religion Unveiled 

By SEE SOVED, Egyptian Interpreter.
Price $1.

A startling booklet FREE with each order. 
C .  D E  V O S ,  P u b lish e r, 

C O O P E R SV ILL E , M IC H ., U .S .A .

M O N K E Y  O R  M A N ?
Those interested in the controversy between Bishop Barnes and the 

Modernist Theology should read
T H E  ORIGIN O F  MAN

by Ernest G. Palmer
(A uthor o f T H E  SEC R ET OF A N C IE N T  E G Y P T) 

before accepting pseudo-scientific ideas of man’s animal origin. 
C ro w n  8 vo, cloth  4/6 

O bta in able o f all B o o k s e lle rs , o r  f r o m
RIDER &  CO., 34 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4

Books on the Future Life
In  Paradise. B y  the late Bishop C. J. R ID G E W A Y

[Sixth Edition.) Crown 8vo, cloth 3s. net (postage 3d.)
Intended to be helpful to those who are called in God’s love to pass 
“  through the Valley of Weeping.”

“ A very beautiful treatment of a difficult subject. We hope the book may find 
its way into the hands of all mourners; it will give them consolation and 
encouragement.” — Church Tim es.

In  the Hand o f G od. In memory of the Departed.
B y  G E R T R U D E  H O L L IS

F’cap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net (postage 4d.)
This volume contains thirty short chapters, full cf comfort and 

hope f r the bereaved. There is a space for the names of the 
departed, and the meditations on Paradise and the Resurrection 
are full of consolation.

Future L ife  in the L igh t o f A ncient W isdom  and 
M odern Science. By L O U IS  E L B E

Crown 8vo, 7s. net (postage 4d.)
This is a long work of rare ability and merit. It has gone into 

120 editions in France.

S K E F F IN G T O N  & SO N , L IM IT E D , 
235 R E G E N T  S T R E E T , LO N D O N , W .l
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ill A comprehensive and authoritative text-book by one of the foremost 

exponents of Cheirology.

T h e Book o f  T H E  H A N D
A Complete Grammar of Palmistry for 
the Study of Hands on a Scientific Basis

by K A T H A R I N E  S T .  H I L L
(M r s . A s h t o n  S t . H i l l )

CONTENTS :
Introduction, Method, Language and Practice— Cheirology, Its History and 
Proof—Cheirology and Religion— Cheirology and Education— Cheirology and 
the Law.

P a r t  I.— O u t l i n e  o f  t h e  H a n d .
The Divisions of the Hand— Knots and Nails: Notes on the Study of Temper— 
Shapes of the Fingers—The Thumb— The Fingers—Appendix to Part I.

P a r t  II.—T h e  M o u n t s .
Introduction—Mounts of Jupiter and Saturn— Mounts of Apollo, Mars 
Mercury, Venus and Luna—Appendix to Part II.

P a r t  III.— T h e  L i n e s .
Introduction—Line of Life-Line of Heart— Line of Head— Line of I'ate— Line 
of Fortune—The Hepatica— Lines of Marriage, Attachment, etc.— Minor Lines, 
the Smaller Signs, Lines on the Mounts— The Professions— On Time— On 
Reflected Action—Some Readings of Uncommon Lines— Good and Evil 
Qualities—Children’s Hands—Gesture and Movement— Other Hands than Ours 
—Appendix to Part III.

Demy 8vo, xii. + 352 pp., profusely illustrated, 1 5 /- net-
Paternoster

Row RIDER gf Co. London ,
E .C .4

Consult KE1RO
(lale of Regent Street, 30 Year».)

Author of "  Practical Palm istry.”  
CLA IR V O Y A N C E , C R Y S T A L , E tc.

Interviews dally  at
2 Nevern Road, Cromwell Creacent, 
Earl’s Court, S.W.5 Kelvin 8415.

ALSO
MADAME JEANE CAVENDISH

b o r n  s e e r .
Interviews 11  to 8.

Clients visited .it their Homes. At Homes 
and Parties attended.

Occult Meaning of Names and Numbers

A ST R O LO G Y
Som e people grasp  opp ortu n ities. 

Som e m iss them ,
W H Y  ?

Nativities Calculated 10/6 ;
Three Years’ Progressed Directions 10/6 ; 

Special Children’s Horoscopes 5/-.
E. JULIAN M ILLS,

“  Sirius,”  Reigate Road, Worthing.
Write for full particulars.____

WRITE TO “ H ELEN ”
FOR ADVICE AND HELP. 

Questions inv ited — e th ica l or m un
dane. B ir th  d ate  requ ired . F ees  
from  10 6. A ddress :

"  H e l e n ,”  c/o. Occult Review, 
P atern o ster H ouse, E .C .4 .

. , , E L I Z A B E T H
: ,,  çZecf , , . 0J, conversations between a wife
tn the Spirit World and a husband on earth.
many who mourn”the love^ones wh?V, Simple re‘rord wiil be a help and inspiration to 
may realize as l  have done the L a  n e - o f  ï M  m t°  the higher life ’ that th(-'y> too> that they still have in all that r/1̂ arneSS,? f their dear ones and the continued interest
reunion, for like o^y a ttra c tflik rea r?h ',tht-m- ■!£ therfc is no love there will be no
as nothing, and it is as well th a t’it si,1*1 w' ^ out real and abiding affection count

“ ” £ •  ¿ x t ï  ■“ » ¿ ï k a . w î ü r a î r  ,h' re a - *  ~  ■ » “ •
know that a ll w as weU, w ere^ e kev*'which1’ wi{e s dPep love and desire to let me
silence.”— J .  T. B . ’ key> whlch> und(,r d™ “  guidance, unlocked the gates of

RIDER At rrt r>„* ( rown Hvo. Tastefully produced. 2/-
K & CO ., Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4
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A  Suggestion fo r Xm as

J O A N  O F  A R C

&  England
by The R ev . J O H N  L A M O N D , D .D .

Dr. Lamond does not confine himself to the ground so admir
ably covered by Leon Denis, but endeavours to throw a more 
intimate light on the extraordinary life of Joan. The author 
through meticulous study of the documents now available, 
has immersed himself in the spirit of his heroine, and shows 
that Joan of Arc not only determined the destiny of France, but, 
to a large extent, the destiny of England— how she reversed 
the policy of England as regards conquest on the Continent. 
Dr. Lamond’s study of the Maid makes vivid and engrossing 
reading ; he presents her as a woman of the soil— a true woman 
who was not without physical attraction.

“  A  sym pathetic and m oving study— a valuable contribution .” — Sunday 
Times. “ Trustw orthy and readable.” — Daily Telegraph.

Handsomely bound in cloth, with numerous illustrations, 10/6 net.
published by

RIDER & CO ., Paternoster Row, London, E .C.4
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BOOKS ON ASTROLOGY by Charles E. 0 . Carter
Published by the Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd.,

38 Great Ormond Street, London, IV.C.i 
THE PRINCIPLES CF ASTROLOGY

A Book in which the first principles of Astrology are simply 
and sufficiently explained, without a word of padding, and 
which constitutes a complete guide to the main body of astro
logical science, in its practical aspects. Price, post free, 5s. 4d. 

THE ZODIAC AND THE SOUL
A Treatise on the most profound aspects of astrology ; it con
tains far more of the inner side of this wonderful science than 
has ever before appeared in print, and reveals in clear language 
the essential ideas that are portrayed in the symbols of Astro
logy. Price, post free, 4$. 10d.

THE SEVEN GREAT PROBLEMS OF ASTROLOGY
A small book in which the philosophical problems that con
front the astrological student are set out, and impartially dis
cussed, in many cases for the first time. Price, post free, 1s. 2d.

Published by Foulsham &■  Co., 10 Red Lion Court, Fleet St., London, E.C.4 
THE ENCYCL0P/ED1A OF PSYCHOLOGICAL ASTROLOGY (2ndEd) 

A Standard Text-book on the subject of the Astrology of 
Human Temperament, Almost every conceivable human 
peculiarity is included, in alphabetical order, with its usual 
astrological indications and numerous examples, many of them 
of well-known persons. A large number of Diseases are also 
included, together with notes as to their astrological causes. 
This book has enjoyed a very extensive vogue in Britain and 
the States. Price, post free, 5s. ?d.

C O M M U N IT Y  of the IN N E R  L I G H T
W a r d e n  D I O N  F O R T U N E

I nf ¡^ Com m unity of the Inner Light is a Fraternity whose purpose it is to pursue the study 
I m e t h o d s t0 êVe^  r̂act*œ ‘ ‘ êa*s are Christian and its
I r i« ?  a Lectur® Centre and Library in London, and a hostel at the Chalice Orchard
I London C o i^ u iS y  tFousefr0m ' V1iitsuIltiiie ^  Michaelmas. Guest Rooms are available at the

I PTnp.? ^xed charge is made for admission to the lecture and studv groups, all contributions towards 
I expenses being voluntary, in accordance with esoteric tradition.

P U B L IC  L E C T U R E S  b y  D IO N  F O R T U N E
3, QUEENSBOROUGH TER R A CE, B A Y S W A T E R , W .2

MONDAYS— 8.15 p.m .
| December 3rd.— The Practical Value of 

Esoteric Science.
December roth.— The Risen Christ.

W EDNESDAYS—3 p .m .
December 5 th.—The Way of the Server. 
December 12th.— The Power of the Mind in 

daily Life.

TH E INNER LIG H T.
I Super-conLouMess"1 fr'lce*«!*0 Post'free C.h,ystianit5' ’ Occult Science, and the Psychology of I rrice oa. i ost free, 6/6 per annum. Specimen copy sent free.

The December include the following Articles—
Words of the Ma“  SCh001- ^^nm cance of Love.

. . . . .  : : , r  t  *• ________° x ^ s r s - p . * .
I tbe Of Love and Marriage, 3/6. Ruler. Machinery of

Psychology (Fiction! 2/6 Auan Unwin. Seorpfc of rw- — a -a- j -  t?__a—
| Power. 3/6. Noel Douglas.

NoetrSwh,.UnTfc: ,.Secrcts' ° '  Dr- Teener. A “study to Esoteric 
-• i^vugias Problem of p.,r;»C ^ J 3tt0,L Lover. A study of the abuse of Occult 

T H E  IN N E R  L IG H T  as well 3/6’ Rlder' Esoteric Orders, 3/6. Rider,
any of W. H. Smith’s Bookstalls and shopsS  ̂ O ion F o r t u n e , are obtainable by order throughn , u DOOKS

• bmith s Bookstalls and shops.



THE

OCCULT REVIEW
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO THE INVESTIGATION OF SUPERNORMAL 

PHENOMENA AND THE STUDY OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS.

“  Ntdlius addictus jurare in verba magistri.”
A L L  CO M M U N ICA TIO N S IN T E N D E D  F O R  T H E  E D IT O R  should bo 

addressed to  the Editor, "  T h e  O ccu lt  R e v ie w , ”  P a t e r n o st e r  H o u se , 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH

IN a certain section of the Press recently much prominence was 
given to a case of suicide in connection with which it was alleged 
that “ dabbling in occultism ” was a contributory, if not a 
determining factor. Newspaper reports, under “  scare head
lines,” suggested that to cultivate any acquaintance with 
“ occultism ” was to court insanity, and that the counsel of 
wisdom was to leave it severely alone. Incidentally, however, 
the superficial knowledge of the average journalist of what 
constitutes “ occultism ” was sufficiently patent to discount, 
for those who have any real acquaintance with the subject, the 
force of the alarmist suggestions. The bogey which was set up 
practically failed to produce its intended effect, and it was 
generally conceded that the victim was of the type, alas ! only 
too common nowadays, in which tedium vitce sets in at a very 
early age, and to whom a way of escape through self-murder 
offers decided attractions. The very fact that suicide could 
be contemplated as a method of cutting the Gordian knot is
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sufficient proof, if any were needed, that the poor soul who threw 
away his physical body was not grounded even in the rudiments 
of true occultism. Put bluntly, he was an unfortunate victim 
of “ nerves.” Some newspapers were wise enough to perceive 
that, if anything, the conditions of modern civilisation, and the 
unnatural pressure of life in our large communities, played as 
prominent a part as anything in the tragedy.

So far from occultism proving a contributory cause of suicide, 
it is to occultism that one may turn with every hope of finding 
alleviation for the harshness of life, provided, of course, that 
the search is conducted in the right spirit. Idle curiosity, the 
search for a new sensation, or that lack of self reliance which 
induces so many people to " consult the oracle ”  in the form of 
a medium, clairvoyant or astrologer whenever a business or 
domestic difficulty presents itself, cannot be considered as 
proper motives with which to approach an inquiry that may 
lead the investigator ultimately into a position where he or she 
discovers that the whole of life’s values need readjusting, calling 
into play new motives for action. in obedience to an imperious 
inner urge which will brook no denial. In other words, a study 
of the most vital and intimate of all sciences, the Science of Life, 
demands the dedication of life itself to its prosecution. Once 
that dedication is sincerely made, the personal life is in higher 
Hands, and is one’s own no longer, least of all to throw recklessly 
away. Fortunately, the nature of the inner truths of occultism 
are such that the superficial dabbler is never able to penetrate 
to them. After a time he becomes automatically repelled, as 
often as not retiring with the conviction that “ there is nothing 
in it.”

It may not be gainsaid that the spectre of despair haunts 
t h e  s p e c t r e  on^  to° manY lives to-day. Without attempting 

OF d e s p a i r  ^elye into ike social and economic causes which 
tend to the production of this undesirable state of 

affairs, let us try to see to what extent the man himself is in a 
position to deal with this “ dweller on the threshold.”

Happily, when it is boldly challenged, the phantom in many 
cases proves to be only a figment of the imagination. Physical 

epression resulting from indifferent health is mistaken for that 
more serious malady of the soul which saps the inmost being and 
renders life indeed a burden. Where overwork, undue anxiety 

oo great an indulgence in emotional excitement or physical 
pleasure are responsible, a little quiet consideration of the facts
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of the case will bring the sufferer face to face with the truth, 
and the remedy will be found to lie almost entirely in his own 
hands. Even the ill effects of overwork may be mitigated by 
the manner in which the work is undertaken. Seldom is the 
patient aware, until it is pointed out, to what an extent un
necessary nervous tension conduces to bring about physical 
strain. To many it may come as a surprise to discover with how 
many unsuspected auto-inhibitions they saddle themselves. 
Efficiency is attained as much by the art of relaxing as by con
centration. The two are complementary. To take a trivial 
instance, note the instinctive but unnecessary tendency to hold 
the breath when listening intently in an attempt to catch some 
almost inaudible sound. It is not so much the act of concen
tration as the physical reaction that tires the system.

Turning, however, to the more subtle and deep-seated trouble, 
it will usually be found, where the case is not one of downright 
psychological pathology, that it is due to the lack of any adequate 
philosophical or religious basis in the life. It is not the absence 
of any formulated system of religion or philosophy that matters, 
so much as the lack of any satisfactory individual conception of 
the meaning and object of life. Whether formulated or not, 
every rational civilised being has a philosophy of some sort, 
however rudimentary, around which the interior life is centred. 
Those cases are the most difficult where the blankness of negation 
leaves the soul without any foothold either in this world or any 
other. Where the spiritual intuition is atrophied or in abeyance, 
the problem of life with its attendant pain and suffering is 
utterly insoluble. No satisfaction is to be found either for mind 
or heart. Small wonder that in such cases the soul is driven to 
the brink of despair. It is to be seriously doubted whether, 
without the occult view of religion and philosophy, any formu
lated system of either one or the other would prove of much 
avail in the particularly trying circumstances at the moment 
under consideration. No cut-and-dried philosophical scheme has 
power to convince the mind ; nor can any formal religion or 
moral code satisfy the heart. The only hope of escape from the 
morass lies in grappling with the stark realities of existence 
without reference to any specific philosophy or creed.

Since negation leads only to despair, why not dare the spectre 
to do its worst, and endeavour to discover 
whether some factor in the problem, some 
elusive but vitally essential principle has not

T H E  W O U L D -B E  

S U IC ID E
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escaped attention and vitiated the whole of the subsequent 
deductions ? Unaided reason says that life, even at its best, 
is scarcely worth the living ; while a life of suffering or hardship 
is decidedly not worth while. W hy not end it ? “  I,” the
unhappy victim decides, “ will to die ” — a case of felo de se.

Now here is the crux of the problem. Is the “ I ”  that 
comes to this decision identical with the body that experiences 
the sense of disgust with life ? It certainly is not. However 
far the analysis is pushed, there still remains a distinction between 
subject and object— the “ I ” that thinks, and the act of thinking. 
Two pertinent questions obtrude themselves at this point: 
W'hat guarantee have I («) that I shall cease when the life of 
my physical body ceases ? and (b) how do I know that, provided 
I continue in another mode of consciousness, that it may not 
be equally or even still more unsatisfactory so far as I am con
cerned ? It should be borne carefully in mind, meanwhile, that 
the case under discussion is that of a personality which is “ tired 
of life ”  rather than that of a mind which is distracted by physical 
or mental anguish and therefore incapable of calm reasoning.

The rational mind, then, has no real assurance that death 
ends all. Rather do the intimations point to a survival of 
consciousness after so-called death. It is impossible to brush 
aside as meaningless all the significant facts of psychical research ; 
and it is equally difficult to attribute all the phenomena of 
spiritualism to the action of thought-transference. Admitting 
such survival, it is decidedly problematical whether more satis
faction is to be found by breaking suddenly into a new order of 
existence, the conditions governing which are still less under
stood than the conditions which rule life on the physical plane, 
ho, the solution to the riddle is to be found here and now. This 
is one of the first suggestions offered by occultism.

Suppose, instead of trying to get away from life, it is endured
the missing b a iUtJJect oi grave experiment, to see whether 

factor ^ may not yield some hitherto unsuspected secret.
Does the tedium which so widely prevails just 

now, reside in the life, or in the individual who experiences it ? 
ssuredly in the individual. It is he who finds life irksome, 
omet ing is lacking happiness— which he considers as a 

prerogative. Why ? Why does he look upon it as a right ;
W1+7  T  S° instinctivelY take it for granted ? Because, 
a oug at present he cannot prove it, happiness is indeed the 
prerogative of every living thing. He has a right to it. But how
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or where is it to be found ? Once more occultism comes forward 
with a suggestion.

Happiness lies at the very root of existence. The desire 
for it is universal. Only in man, however, is the search for it 
self-conscious. To the so-called “  lower orders ” it comes in
stinctively— unsought. Man strives to grasp it for himself, but 
it eludes him. Once more, why ? Because the fundamental 
nature of happiness consists in freedom from limitations ; in 
the sense of expansion, of out-flowing. It appertains to conscious
ness unhampered by the trammels of the separated personality. 
True happiness is characterised by a strain of altruism. It is 
centrifugal rather than centripetal. Consciousness is one and 
universal. The limitation of form it is which causes it to appear 
as separate. In the case of the sufferer from ennui it is the 
inability to establish rapport with that all-pervasive and universal 
Consciousness in which all the limited parts live and move and 
have their being, which is the cause of suffering.

Is this to be doubted ? Look around and see whether any 
purely selfish happiness of an enduring nature, a happiness 
which never palls, is anywhere to be found. The search is fore
doomed to failure. The ego-centric life is the life of despair. 
It is life divorced from its Source. The hard shell of self slowly 
but surely seals its own doom.

Strike away the physical body if you will. The hardened 
shell of self remains. The would-be suicide is seeking escape 
in the wrong direction. Occultism teaches that happiness is in 
the reach of all, here and now ; but that it may not be caught 
and held as a thing apart for the isolated ego. The secret, if so 
it may be called, lies in dissolving the shell. While this exists, 
no matter on what plane the self-consciousness functions, 
isolation and the phantom of despair will haunt the sufferer.

It is one thing to talk of dissolving the isolating crust that
,, surrounds the life of self. How is it to be done ?

W AYS
„ There are many ways. One of the most familiar is 

by the way of love. Love and happiness are aspects 
of the one universal Consciousness. Love is one “  way out ” —  
not love received, but love bestowed. It is a crack in the shell, 
so to speak. To enter into the life of only one other self is a 
step in the right direction. To make this the point of departure 
for further outreachings is the course of wisdom. To study and 
enter into the lives of others ; to cultivate pity and tolerance
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for their weaknesses and limitations ; to spend oneself without 
stint in an endeavour to awaken others to their higher possi
bilities ; to live in their joys and share their sorrows is one of 
the surest ways of discovering the Great Secret— that life is One.

A further way in which occultism proffers help in the solution 
of the riddle of existence is in showing how religion— not this, 
that or the other religion, but the spirit of worship— is another 
means for breaking the bonds of self. Religion and piety or 
asceticism are too frequently confused one with the other. 
Occultism draws attention to the fact that the roots of all true 
religion are grounded in the same so il; that is, in the heart of 
man himself. The appeal of religion is to that deeply hidden 
Spark of the existence of which the world-weary, more especially, 
are unaware. The weariness of the victim of tedium vitce, it may 
be noted in passing, is far different from the “  divine home
sickness ” of which examples are to be found in the annals of 
religious psychology.

Occultism, then, points to the universal presence in human 
nature of the spirit of worship. It claims that this universality 
is one more witness to the fact that man is really more than 
he appears on the surface to be ; that he is, once again, an isolated 
part of One Life. In the view of occultism, the unanimity of 
the testimony of the religious mystic in all ages and climes is 
another proof that consciousness is in essence a unity. In further 
corroboration of the contention of the occultist, the researches 
of modem religious psychology may be adduced. Mysticism is 
seen to be the vital essence of the exoteric religious systems. 
The moral and ethical codes of the Founders of the great religions 
are seen to be designed with the express object, on the one hand, 
of fostering in the heart of man that sense of kinship with Some
thing higher than himself, and on the other of arresting to a 
greater or less degree that hardening process which accompanies 
the firm establishment of the individuality— the sense of self.

After due allowance is made for the differences in the outer 
form of the various religions, the experiences of the mystic are 
seen to point to the existence, deep within the depths of the 
soul, of a Light, or Beauty, or Glory— words fail to define that 
which is beyond the limitations of form— glimpsing which, the 
darkness of self becomes suffused with a radiance which stands 
out as a beacon for others. That Light proves to be of 
the nature of Love ; and with the softening of the separative 
shell, the tenderness and compassion which characterise the lover
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of his kind flow forth from the lover of "  God ” as a fountain of 
living waters for the healing of all who care to assuage themselves 
therein. The mystic and the lover m eet; for fundamentally 
they are one.

Not by one path alone is the way out to be found. As a 
friend most appositely remarked in a recent letter, “  there are 
as many ways as there are individual souls.”  Religion, however, 
is one of the most direct and fruitful methods— a method adopted 
universally by the spiritual Guides of the human race ; a method 
which, despite the evils attending the crystallization of the 
outer form into rigid systems of theology, is nevertheless still 
very much worth while.

So far from occultism encouraging a morbid interest in death, 
it holds out a promise of fuller and more abundant life. Truly 
enough a well-known occult axiom, running in parallel with the 
the Christian teaching, enjoins the aspirant : “  Give up thy life 
if thou wouldst live.”  The call, however, is not for the surrender 
of the physical life ; what must be surrendered is the clinging of 
the personality to its separated centre. That clinging may follow 
one into other worlds than this. It is a step that must be taken 
by all, whether occultist or follower of orthodox religion, at some 
time or other. Y et as soon as the effort is made, the marvel is 
that one should have stood shivering so long on the brink; for 
the fulness of joy is found where there seemed to be only 
emptiness.

The clinging to the separated self is instinctive, and in the 
light of occultism a wise provision of Nature in the case of the 
only half-formed individuality. The protective sheath is a 
necessity. Yet, once duly formed, it is cherished long after it 
has served its purpose. How many of the followers of orthodox 
religion are ready to make the necessary surrender ? And is 
the student of occultism any more ready than the orthodox 
Christian to take the step ? It is much to be doubted. The 
orthodox Christian falls away from his religion with the cry that 
it is played out. The occult student finds no lasting satisfaction 
in any one brand of occultism. Everywhere the search goes on 
for some new form of religion, philosophy, or art. The old forms, 
it is declared, are lifeless.

Unfortunately, however, the lack of life is within those who 
declare that the form is lifeless. The real Christian, or for that 
matter, the true initiate in any of the great religions, finds some-
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thing which satisfies, and so far as the outer form is concerned, 
a period is put to the ceaseless quest. So, too, with the true 
occultist. Having found the Light for himself he no longer needs 
to run after every new teacher who promises a special key to 
unlock the Mysteries. The occultist is not concerned with the 
multiplication of the many forms of religion or philosophy already 
in existence ; he perceives the Source from which each in turn 
has sprung.

True occultism, like true religion, brings lasting peace. The 
goal is the same for each, even though the points of departure 
may be different. For the dabbler either in occultism or religion 
there is little hope— in this life. Their hour has not yet struck. 
In their own time the sleepers will awaken, whether they be 
Christians or students of occultism. The Call, however, cease
lessly rings out. It is never silent ; and for those who have ears 
to hear may be heard in unexpected places— in the tender note 
that creeps into the voice of the rough workman when he speaks 
of his ailing child ; or in the tone of quiet resignation which graces 
the words of the invalid who lies waiting on her sick-bed through 
many weary years for the inevitable end. It may be heard on 
the still night air at this season of the year in the youthful voices 
of the carol singers. “ Christians, awake ! ”  The old familiar 
strains ring out.

We heed them not, except, perhaps, to wish the singers 
further. Yet they utter a call— a call to Life, from which there 
is no more escape than there is from the call of Death. Those 
who are wise give heed.

TH E EDITOR.



THE EARTH AND ITS AURA
B y  JEA N  D E L A IR E

PROFESSOR H U X L E Y ’S saying, that “  Science is but the 
finding of unity,”  is even more true to-day than at the time he 
uttered it, more than fifty years ago ; for every new discovery 
in the field of biology proves more clearly the fundamental 
oneness of all forms of life, while at the same time these discoveries 
have so far extended the limits of the visible universe that to the 
dictum of Huxley we might well add another, and say that 
“  Science is but the finding of Infinity.”

In the days of Huxley, Tyndall, Haeckel, and all the great 
physicists, chemists and biologists of the middle period of the 
nineteenth century, Science had reached the frontiers of the 
visible universe, the world of ponderable matter. Beyond this 
was postulated the ether, filling all space, inter-penetrating all 
things, the mysterious bridge between the known and the un
known, the visible and the invisible, matter as we know it (or 
think we do) and matter that baffles all our efforts at analysis.

When the great scientists of the last generation postulated the 
luminiferous ether, they took, as it were, the last step in their 
voyage of exploration round our planetary system. But later 
on came the discovery of that vast and still little known world 
of radio-active matter, matter that trembles on the brink of 
mmateriality, matter that is on the verge of its transformation 
into energy.

Fascinating as are these incursions into a world beyond the 
ken of man’s unaided perceptions, a world discoverable only with 
the help of the most delicate instruments— a world of colours our 
eyes cannot see, of sounds our ears cannot detect, of latent 
forces a million times more potent than any yet known to man 
— yet the hypotheses we are justified in building upon these 
facts are more fascinating s till: For ever more definitely does 
Modern Science search the invisible worlds for the secrets 
which the visible steadfastly refuses to reveal— the secrets of 
those life processes which appear among us only as effects, never 
as causes. More and more clearly do our foremost men of 
Science perceive that if they are ever to discover the ultimate 
secret of life they must search for it in the invisible, the im
ponderable— in a word, the immaterial— universe.

Where, or what, is that universe ?
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It is one of the many painful aftermaths of the long estrange
ment between Religion and Science that the word invisible should 
have come to denote everything that is, or seems to be, super
natural, miraculous, unreal and therefore unscientific— a situation 
of curious irony in view of the fact that every step lately taken 
by Science has led it further away from the physical, the ponder
able, the visible, into the super-physical, the imponderable and 
the invisible.

The invisible worlds, as imagined by most dogmatic religions, 
were undoubtedly of a supernatural character, hence the disrepute 
into which they have fallen in our more rationalistic age ; yet it 
is a significant fact that all religions without exception should 
have so steadfastly affirmed the existence of these unseen realms, 
against all the evidence of our unaided senses.

It was precisely around these celestial spheres that raged 
much of the controversies of old between Theology and the 
Free Thought of the day. Mediaeval philosophers had placed 
Heaven beyond the farthest clouds, and Hell deep down within 
the Earth, the Earth itself being looked upon as the centre of the 
universe, with the sun, the moon and the stars as its luminaries 
by day and by night.

When such men as Kepler, Copernicus and Galileo attempted 
to demonstrate the heliocentric theory of our system, the question 
at once arose as to the place of Paradise in the new plan of 
things. Hell, and even Purgatory, might be allowed to remain 
in the nethermost (or innermost) planes of our planet, but 
where was the Abode of the Blessed ?

When Astronomy became an exact Science it was believed 
that beyond the Earth’s atmosphere there extended an absolute 
void— the eternal silence, the eternal night of inter-planetary 
and inter-stellar space. Later it was perceived that, unless there 
were some medium of transmission in space, neither the light from 
the sun, nor the reflected light from the planets, nor the light from 
the stars, could possibly reach the Earth ; and so the hypothesis 
of the light-bearing ether was tentatively accepted.

Of this ether we know nothing definitely, and even Professor
mstein s bold theories have not entirely revolutionised our 

conception of it. It may be the most rarefied substance in the 
universe, or, as Sir Oliver Lodge and other savants have suggested, 
i may be denser than the densest element known to man. We 
simp y o not know ; nor are we even quite sure that it exists.

isxact Science ” is usually a little vague about its premises.
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The modern conception, then, of our planetary system is of a 
congeries of worlds, satellites revolving around their respective 
planets, and these in turn revolving around their central sun—  
spheres of solid, i.e., ponderable, matter, floating in a sea of ether 
or imponderable matter, the denser forming, as it were, nuclei 
in the less dense or etheric. The question then arises : Where 
does solid matter end, and etheric matter begin ?

To think at all clearly on these subjects we must think in 
terms of mental images ; and when we try to visualise our Earth, 
with its various atmospheric belts, we find it impossible to 
determine the point at which the Earth’s atmosphere ceases, and 
cosmic space begins.

We know that the atmospheric layer in which organic life (as 
we know it) is possible does not extend beyond i2 |  miles above the 
surface of the Earth, while above this first layer there is another, 
composed of extremely rarefied air, which reaches up to a height 
of about 24 miles. Above this second layer there seems to be 
a thin band of ozone acting as a kind of filter for the more powerful 
and destructive of the sun’s rays. Extending 100 miles or so 
beyond this, there is still another layer in which the presence of 
the two lightest gases known to Science, hydrogen and helium, 
have been detected ; and above this, extending perhaps to a 
height of 200 miles above the Earth’s surface, is yet another belt 
of which coronium— a gas known to exist in the sun, but not at 
present discovered on the Earth— seems to be the chief, i f  not 
the only, component. And above this ? Science has not yet 
sounded these depths nor searched these heights. Presumably 
beyond this last-named layer begins the sea of ether, a sort of 
neutral zone common to all the planets of our system, perhaps 
to all the worlds of space.

Now to the student familiar with some of the ancient cos
mogonies there is a striking parallel between these various 
invisible and semi-material zones enveloping our solid Earth 
and the concentric spheres of Neo-platonic, Gnostic and other 
systems, systems which, with certain variations, persisted well 
into the Middle Ages, and were not without a definite influence 
upon Christian theology. The famous Hortus Deliciarum, for 
instance, that exquisite work from the pen and brush of a twelfth- 
century abbess, is practically based on the Gnostic and Neo
platonic conception of the cosmos. Indeed, in their fundamental 
ideas those systems are too clear and logical not to have captivated 
the thoughtful minds of all ages; nor is it surprising that their



12 T H E  O C C U L T  R E V I E W

many scientific analogies should have led to their revival at the 
present time.

One hears a great deal nowadays of Hindu and Buddhist 
lokas, of theosophic “ planes ” or Rosicrucian “ spheres ”  ; and 
in all these conceptions one finds that the dominant idea is that 
of concentric and interpenetrating belts extending in a definite 
scale of increasing rarity, from the surface of the Earth to the 
outermost confines of our planetary system.

Where the physicist, with the help of his balloons, his 
barometers, or his spectroscope, discovers belts of ever more 
subtle matter, the Wisdom of the ages has always asserted the 
existence of such concentric planes or spheres, and peopled 
these unseen realms with unseen inhabitants.

Reasoning by simple analogy there is nothing irrational in 
this idea. To quote a distinguished biologist, Dr. Schiller, “ Life 
does not cease to exist where man ceases to perceive it ”  ; and if, 
on this solid-seeming Earth of ours, life is truly as an overflowing 
cup where each great division of matter— solid, liquid and gaseous 
— has its own appropriate inhabitants, it appears more than 
probable that other states of matter— etheric, super-etheric and 
beyond— also have their special forms of life, invisible to us. 
And, as it is an ascertained fact that, when matter passes from 
the solid to the liquid, from the liquid to the gaseous, from the 
gaseous to the radio-active, its potential energies increase in a 
definite ratio, it is by no means irrational to suppose that the 
living entities of these regions, if they exist, may be more evolved 
than those belonging to the denser, more heavy, more 
“ material ” planes of Nature.

If the visible world teems with life in a multitude of varied 
forms, can we refuse it to the invisible worlds ?

To return to the Neo-platonic and Gnostic systems : They 
depicted around our Earth these same belts of ever more rarefied 
matter which our physicists are studying to-day ; and placed 
within their unseen depths the field of man’s future evolution.

The first belt, the one closest to the Earth, was the purgatorial 
region, the Hades of Greek and other mythologies, the “ lower 
astral ” plane of modern Theosophy ; the next, a layer of more 
subtle matter, was the place of Paradise, or the Elysian Fields of 
the Greeks ; and beyond that arose the celestial spheres, worlds of 
light where Angels dwelt, until, passing from grade to grade of 
ever finer substance, the manifested universe with all its
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inhabitants was merged into the Divine World, the Pleroma of 
Gnosticism, the World of the Fulness of God.

That Bible of Gnosticism, the Pistis-Sophia, has some re
markable passages describing these “  invisibles,” four-and-twenty 
in number, which encompass the solid earth. In one of the 
dialogues between the Risen Christ and His disciples Mary 
Magdalene asks :

"  My Master and Saviour, how, then, are the four-and-twenty invisibles 
of what type, of what quality is their light ? ”

"  And Jesus answered and said unto Mary : What is there in this 
world which is comparable to them, or what region in this world is like 
unto them ? . . . For there is nothing in this world with which I can 
compare them ; nor is there a single form to which I can liken them. . . . 
Amen, I say unto you, every one of the invisibles is nine times greater 
than the heaven and the sphere above it, and the twelve aeons all together. 
. . . There is no light in this world which is superior to that of the sun. 
(Yet) I say unto you, the four-and-twenty invisibles are more radiant 
than the light of the sun which is in this world, ten thousand times. . . . 
For the light of the sun in its true form is not of this world, since its light 
has to pierce through a host of veils. . . . But the light of the sun in its 
true form, which is in the region of the Virgin of Light, is more radiant 
than the four-and-twenty invisibles, and the great invisible Forefather, 
and the great Triple-powered God, ten thousand times more radiant. . . .

The Christ then promises His disciples to take them into these invisible 
realms. “  And when I bring you into the height, you shall see the glory 
of them in the height; and ye shall be in most mighty wonderment. . . .”  
Ye will regard this world as the darkness of darkness ; and when ye gaze 
down on the whole world of men, it will be as a speck of dust for you. . . .”

From plane to plane, from invisible to invisible, He will take His 
disciples ; and wherever they ascend they shall behold the shining in
habitants thereof, Kings, Saviours, Guardians of the Treasure of Light, 
Rulers of the aeons, and IEOU, the Guardian of the Veil of the Great 
Light. . . .

And finally they shall attain to the world of pure light, the Pleroma 
or Divine Plenitude, and know the Mystery of the Ineffable.

The close correspondence between this ancient conception of 
the universe and the inner nature of Man as taught in the 
mystery-schools of antiquity, will at once occur to the student 
of Occultism. Indeed, so vitally connected in all these systems is 
the microcosm, Man, with the macrocosm, Nature, that it is im
possible to understand the one without the other. " As above, 
so below ” : For Man is to Nature— or, rather, to TH AT which 
manifests as Nature— what the seed is to the tree, the embryo 
to the full-grown organism.

As our Earth is a material, visible body surrounded by more 
or less immaterial layers, or belts, of ever-decreasing density, so
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man is a physical body enveloped by auras of super-physical 
“  matter etheric, astral, (lower) mental— acting as channels 
for the divine life and energy.

And even as it is impossible for Science to indicate the point 
where the Earth’s atmospheres end, and cosmic space begins, so 
in Man his highest, his purely spiritual, aura, is probably inter
penetrated by, and merges with, that divine life in which he lives, 
moves, and has his being.

The thought of to-day looks with little favour upon these 
speculations, which it deems fanciful in the extreme, whether 
applied to Nature or to Man, to the Greater or the Lesser worlds. 
Science admits of no life in the super-sensuous worlds, of no 
concentric spheres or planetary auras, except in terms of those 
atmospheric layers of which its finer instruments can bring some 
definite record; and of the conclusions of Psychical Research, 
anent the various auras of man, it is equally sceptical— despite 
the fact that the densest of these have been seen and studied by 
scientific means.*

Yet as Modern Science approaches ever more closely to the 
realm of the invisible and imponderable, and realises ever more 
clearly that it is within these realms that the cause of all vital 
processes must ultimately be sought, it may come, some day, to 
look with more sympathy and a truer understanding upon those 
attempts of ancient philosophers, poets, and mystics of all ages, 
to interpret the invisible in terms of the visible, and to people 
with living entities the vast Unseen that encompasses us.

These ancient ideas may or may not be true ; yet it is a fact 
that if accepted, at least tentatively, they help to remove many 
of our most cherished beliefs from the sphere of the supernatural 
and miraculous to that of the scientifically possible and logically 
acceptable. Theyprovide for Man a continuing and ever-ascending 
field of evolution ; they place Paradise and Purgatory in Time 
and Space, thus giving a definite objectivity to what appears to 
many a vague and shadowy condition— a pious hope rather than 
a clear-cut certainty.

Science alone can never answer the ultimate problems of life, 
the why and wherefore of the universe ; but if it should ever walk 

an in hand with a wise and truly illumined faith, a sane religious 
p osophy, then the two together might well be able to achieve
y  ncit êr, left to itself, could ever do— offer man a worthy 
fulfilment of his eternal quest.

* See Dr. Kilner's book : The Human Atmosphere,
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B y E LL IO T T  O ’D O N N ELL

T r e e s  have ever figured in Ghost-lore, and none, perhaps, have 
obtained a wider reputation for ghostliness, at least in the 
traditions of this country, than Herne’s Oak of Windsor Park. 
Herne, a keeper in the Park, probably in the reign of Henry VIII., 
committed suicide. He was supposed to have dabbled in the 
Black A r t ; but whether this had anything to do with his tragic 
end is open to question. It is alleged that he hanged himself 
on an oak in the park from the dread of being disgraced for some 
offence he had committed, and that his ghost has haunted the 
spot ever since. In a poem of ancient date it is written :—

“  There is an old tale goes, that Herne the Hunter, 
Sometimes a keeper here in Windsor Forest,
Doth all the winter time, at still midnight,
Walk round about an oak, with great ragged horns.”

It was said at one time that Heme’s oak had been dislodged 
during the reign of George III., about 1784 ; this, however, is 
discredited by Mr. Jesse, an authority on ghosts, in his work 
entitled Gleanings. “  The whole tale of the felling of the tree,”  
he writes, “  the details of which it is unnecessary to enter upon, 
appeared so improbable, that I have taken some pains to ascertain 
the inaccuracy of it, and have now every reason to believe that 
it is perfectly unfounded. Herne’s oak is probably still standing ; 
at least, there is a tree which some old inhabitants of Windsor 
consider as such, and which their fathers did before them, the 
best proof of its identity. In following the footpath which leads 
from the Windsor Road to Queen Adelaide’s Lodge, in the 
Little Park, about halfway on the right, a dead tree may be seen 
close to an avenue of elms. This is what is pointed out as 
Herne’s O a k ; I can almost fancy it the very picture of death. 
Not a leaf, not a particle of vitality appears about it. The 
hunter must have blasted it. It stretches out its bare and 
sapless branches like the skeleton arms of some enormous giant, 
and is almost fearful in its decay.” Now whether this tree is 
still in existence I, the writer of this article, cannot say, but 
only a few months ago it was rumoured in Windsor that a phan
tasm closely resembling the popular idea of Herne, which coincides 
with that in the verse I have quoted, had been seen at night

15
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hovering around the spot generally associated with it. Sceptics 
ridiculed the story in the papers, but I was told by more than 
one inhabitant of Windsor at the time that "  there was certainly 
something in it.”

Another tree famed far and wide for being haunted was 
Howel Sele’s Oak, which stood until July 13th, 1813, when it 
was destroyed, in the grounds of Nannau, the ancient residence 
of the Vaughan family in Merionethshire. In the days of Owen 
Glendower, Nannau was tenanted by his cousin, Howel Sele, 
who was a keen partisan of the Lancastrians. Glendower, on 
the other hand, being an equally keen partisan of the House 
of York, the cousins became such bitter personal enemies that 
nothing could exceed the hatred they bore one another. Thus, 
in order if possible to destroy this enmity, and bring about a 
reconciliation between them, the Abbot of Kymmer arranged a 
hunting party, in which both were invited to take part. 
The invitation being, of course, in the nature of a command, 
both were obliged to accept; and it was while they were out 
hunting together, apparently on quite friendly terms, that 
Glendower, seeing a doe, pointed it out to Sele. “ There, cousin,” 
he said (or words to that effect), “  there’s something to test your 
skill as a marksman. Take a shot at it.”  Howel at once bent 
his bow, but instead of firing at the doe, discharged his arrow 
full at Glendower. Luckily for Glendower he had armour 
underneath his jerkin, and so escaped injury. Enraged at 
Sele s treachery, however, he turned angrily on him, and although 
Sele was better armed than he was himself, he killed him. Con
fronted with the problem of how to dispose of the body he 
yielded to the advice of his friend, Madog, and hid it in a tree, 
thus described by the poet, “ a broad and blasted oak, scorched 
by the lightning’s vivid glare, hollow its stem from branch to 
root, and all its shrivelled arms were bare.” He then returned 
to his home without informing anyone of what had happened. 
A search was made for Sele, but his fate remained an utter 
mystery, till it was at last disclosed by Glendower himself, on 

is death-bed, ten years later. Sele’s skeleton was then taken 
from the tree and given a Christian burial, but, despite that 
ac ’ ls spirit knew no rest, and ever afterwards haunted the 

scene of its earthly tragedy. It was generally believed the 
aim ing would cease when the tree was removed, but I am 

rvf 1 at" ^  continues periodically, and that phenomena
dtp 71?  T f r0Wmg descriPtion were witnessed on or near the 
site of the blasted oak not so very long ago.
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* ‘ And to this day the peasant still 
With fear avoids the ground ;
In each wild branch a spectre sees,
And trembles at each rising sound.”

Yet another famous tree long associated with hauntings is 
(or was, for I am not sure whether it is still standing) an oak at 
Woburn Abbey. It is called the Abbot’s Oak, and Mr. Loudon, 
an authority on the subject, says that it is a low pollard-like tree 
with nothing remarkable in its appearance, though the associa
tions connected with it are extremely interesting. On the 
branches of it, according to Stowe and other historians, exactly 
three centuries ago, the Abbot and Prior of Woburn, the Vicar 
of Puddington and “ other contumacious persons ” were hanged 
by order of Henry VIII.

Their contumacy apparently lay in their denial of the King’s 
supremacy, and they were all dragged to the foot of the tree 
on sledges, amid the jeers and ribaldry of many persons. No 
sooner had the life fled from their bodies, than the tree acquired 
a reputation for being haunted, and the spot associated with 
it has certainly remained so ever since.

From these hauntings one infers that there is something about 
oak trees that attracts phantasms, and not only the phantasms 
of earthbound humans, but phantasms of all kinds. I recollect, 
for instance, when in Scotland, as a boy, being told a curious story 
of a haunted oak in Forfarshire. My informant, a clerk in an 
office in Brechin, said, “ I was cycling home from Dubton, a 
small station within a few miles of Montrose. About halfway, 
there is rather a steep hill, and I was pedalling slowly up it, when 
I noticed a dull, glimmering light in a field close to the hedge 
on one side of the road. It was only a little way ahead of me, 
so, wondering what it could be I got off my machine, and leaving 
it propped against a wall, set off on foot to find out. As I 
approached this queer light, I noticed it was of a curious bluish 
colour, and there was something so odd and eerie about it that 
I involuntarily halted, feeling afraid to go on. Then, as I stood 
staring at it, it suddenly emitted a flash of such startling brilliancy 
that it lighted up the whole field, and I clearly saw, immediately 
in its rear, a tall, isolated oak with very wide-spreading branches. 
This flash was speedily followed by another, and yet another, 
in fact a whole series, each one more lurid and ghastly than 
the last, and in the intervals between them the oak and other 
objects, which had been rendered so clearly visible by the flashes,
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s e e m e d  t o  r e c e d e  i n t o  a  d a r k n e s s  t h a t  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  t e r r i f y in g  

in  i t s  i n t e n s i t y .  W h i l e  a l l  t h i s  w a s  h a p p e n i n g ,  t h e  s i l e n c e  a r o u n d  

m e  w a s  a w fu l .  I  u s e  t h e  t e r m  ‘ a w f u l  ’ b e c a u s e  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  

n o  t r u e r  o r  m o r e  f i t t i n g  e p i t h e t ,  a n d  I  a t  l a s t  b e c a m e  s o  t h o r o u g h l y  

p a n ic k e d  t h a t  I  r a n  a s  f a s t  a s  m y  l e g s  w o u ld  c a r r y  m e  b a c k  t o  

m y  m a c h i n e ,  a n d  p e d a l l e d  a t  t o p  s p e e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w a y  

h o m e . W h e n  I  n a r r a t e d  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  f o l l o w in g  d a y  t o  

m y  f e l lo w - w o r k e r s ,  t h e y  t r e a t e d  t h e  m a t t e r  v e r y  f a c e t i o u s l y  a n d  

d e c la r e d  i t  w a s  a l l  m y  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  * t o m m y  r o t . ’

I n d e e d ,  i t  w a s  a  lo n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  I  m e t  a n y o n e  w h o  w a s  

i n c l in e d  t o  t a k e  m e  s e r io u s ly .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  c a m e  

a c r o s s  a  m in i s t e r  a t  M o n t r o s e ,  w h o  t o l d  m e  h e  h a d  h a d  a  v e r y  

s im ila r  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  m in e ,  w h e n  p a s s i n g  b y  t h e  s a m e  f ie ld . 

H e  s a id  t h a t  u p o n  h i s  m a k i n g  e n q u i r i e s ,  s o m e  c o t t a g e r s  i n  t h e  

n e ig h b o u r h o o d  in f o r m e d  h i m  t h a t  t h e  s o l i t a r y  o a k  t r e e  i n  t h a t  

f ie ld  w a s  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  b e  h a u n t e d ,  b u t  n o t  b y  t h e  g h o s t  o f  a n y  

h u m a n  b e in g .  T h e y  a l s o  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  i t  u s u a l l y  h a d  a  v e r y  

e v i l  e f f e c t  o n  a n y o n e  w h o  v e n t u r e d  t o  r e m a i n  n e a r  i t  f o r  a n y  

le n g t h  o f  t i m e  a t  n i g h t ,  a n d  a d v is e d  h i m  o n  n o  a c c o u n t  t o  d o  r o . ”

A n d  t h i s  r e m in d s  m e  o f  a n o t h e r  h a u n t e d  o a k  t h a t  u s e d  t o  

s t a n d  c lo s e  b e s id e  a  p o n d  in  a  f ie ld  n e a r  W i n c h f i e l d ,  H a n t s .  

H a v in g  h e a r d  t h e  p o n d  w a s  f u l l  o f  c a r p ,  a n d  b e i n g  a t  t h a t  t im e  

a n  a r d e n t  a n g le r — I  h a v e  s i n c e  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  s p o r t ,  

a s  I  c o n s id e r  i t  v e r y  c r u e l— I  s e t  o f f  o n e  e v e n i n g  a r m e d  w i t h  

f is h in g - r o d  a n d  c r e e l .  I t  w a s  i d e a l  s u m m e r  w e a t h e r ,  t h e  s k y  

s e r e n e ly  b lu e  w i t h o u t  t h e  v e s t i g e  o f  a  c l o u d  a n y w h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  

w a r m  a i r  s w e e t  w i t h  t h e  s c e n t  o f  c l o v e r  a n d  w i ld  f lo w e r s .  T h e r e  

w e r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  s h e e p  a n d  c a t t l e  in  t h e  f ie ld ,  b u t  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  

t h e Y S a v e  t h e  o a k  t r e e  a  v e r y  w id e  b e r t h ,  a l w a y s  a p p r o a c h i n g  

t h e  p o n d  f r o m  t h e  o p p o s i t e  b a n k ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  s t e e p e r  a n d  

t h e r e fo r e  m a d e  t h e  p o n d  f r o m  t h a t  s id e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  o f  a c c e s s .  

T h e y  q u ic k ly  d e c a m p e d  o n  s e e in g  m e  a p p r o a c h ,  a n d  I  h a d  t h a t  

p a r t  o f  t h e  f ie ld  e n t i r e l y  t o  m y s e l f .  T a k i n g  u p  m y  p o s i t i o n  b y  

e  t r e e  I  c a s t  m y  l in e ,  a n d  i n  a  v e r y  f e w  m i n u t e s  I  l a n d e d  a  

t S o o n  a t t e r  t h i s  I  s u d d e n ly  f e l t  I  w a s  b e i n g  w a t c h e d ,  
n  e e  , so  s t r o n g  w a s  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  t h a t  I  r e p e a t e d l y  t u r n e d  

r o u n  , m  t  e  f u l l  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  s e e in g  s o m e o n e  c l o s e  b e h i n d  m e .

°i, ° n e ’ o w e v e r > w a s  t h e r e .  P r e s e n t l y  t h e  s i l e n c e  b e g a n  t o  

W  ; ? t  n ig h t  W a s 5 0  s t iU  t h a t  h a r d l y  a  l e a f  r u s t l e d ,
o b s e s s e r f w u u  e e n  f is h in g  in  t h e  p o n d  l o n g  b e f o r e  I  b e c a m e

l e n S h  W  h  a  ¿ n g  ° f  l0 n e U n e s s  a n d  d e p r e s s io n ,  w h i c h  a t  
l e n g t h  b e e  s o  u n b e a r a b le  t h a t  I  w a s  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  t a k e  m y
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r o d  t o  p i e c e s  a n d  m a k e  f o r  h o m e .  S o m e  d a y s  l a t e r  I  q u i t e  

c a s u a l l y  r e m a r k e d  o n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  a  l o c a l  f a r m e r  w h o ,  m u c h  

t o  m y  s u r p r i s e ,  s a i d  a t  o n c e ,  “  N o  w o n d e r  y o u  f e l t  q u e e r  f i s h i n g  

n e a r  t h a t  t r e e .  O ld  J e r r y  S o m e b o d y - o r - o t h e r — I  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  

h i s  n a m e — h a n g e d  h i m s e l f  o n  i t  w h e n  I  w a s  a  b o y ,  a n d  n o  s h e e p  

o r  c a t t l e  w i l l  e v e r  h e  o r  e v e n  s t a n d  u n d e r  i t .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  

s e e n  a n y t h i n g  q u e e r  t h e r e  m y s e l f ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  I  k n o w  

r o u n d  h e r e  t e l l  m e  t h e y  h a v e ,  a n d  t h e y  c a l l  i t  t h e  H a u n t e d  O a k . ”  

Y e a r s  a g o  I  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  a  t r e e  i n  H y d e  P a r k ,  I  b e l i e v e  

i t  w a s  a n  e l m ,  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  t r a m p s  a n d  o t h e r  o u t c a s t s  w h o  

w e r e  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  s p e n d in g  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  p a r k  w o u ld  s l e e p  

u n d e r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  h a u n t e d .  A  f e m a l e  t r a m p ,  

k n o w n  o n  t h e  r o a d  a s  “  S a l l y , ”  w a s  f o u n d  d e a d  o n e  m o r n i n g  

e i t h e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  t h e  t r e e  o r  c l o s e  b e s i d e  i t ; a n d  s o m e o n e  

e l s e  b e i n g  f o u n d  d e a d  i n  t h e  s a m e  s p o t  a  f e w  w e e k s  l a t e r ,  t h e  

t r e e  a t  o n c e  a c q u i r e d  a  v e r y  e v i l  r e p u t a t i o n .  O n e  o ld  t r a m p  

a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  o f t e n  i n  t h e  d e a d  o f  n i g h t  h e  h a d  s e e n  a  w h i t e ,  

e e r i e  f a c e ,  w h i c h  h e  r e c o g n i z e d  a t  o n c e  a s  S a l l y ’s ,  p e e r i n g  a t  

h i m  f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  t r e e  a s  h e  p a s s e d  i t ; w h i le  

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t r a m p s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  e v e n  w h e n  s l e e p i n g  a  l i t t l e  

d i s t a n c e  f r o m  i t ,  t h e y  h a d  a  h o r r i b l e  n i g h t m a r e  w h i c h ,  i n  i t s  

a f t e r - e f f e c t s ,  a l w a y s  p r o v e d  d i s a s t r o u s  m o r a l l y .  I n  f a c t ,  o n e  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  t r a m p  f r a t e r n i t y ,  a  m a n  o f  m id d l e  a g e  a n d  r a t h e r  

s u p e r i o r  b i r t h ,  h e l d  t h i s  t r e e  a b s o l u t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  d o w n 

f a l l .  “  I  w a s  n o t  a  c r i m i n a l , ”  h e  s a i d ,  “  t i l l  I  s l e p t  u n d e r  i t .  

I  t h e n  d r e a m e d  s o  o f t e n  o f  g e t t i n g  r i c h  b y  s t e a l i n g  p u r s e s  f u l l  

o f  m o n e y  t h a t  I  a t  l e n g t h  b e c a m e  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

p i c k  p o c k e t s .  F o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  I  s t r u g g l e d  h a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

o b s e s s i o n ,  b u t  i t  a t  l e n g t h  b e c a m e  s o  a c u t e  t h a t  I  y i e ld e d  t o  i t  

a n d  s t a r t e d  o n  m y  n e f a r i o u s  c a r e e r  i n  B o n d  S t r e e t .  S u c c e s s  

a t t e n d e d  m e  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  I  w a s  s o o n  c a u g h t  a n d  s e n t e n c e d  t o  a  

l o n g  t e r m  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t .  W h e n  I  c a m e  o u t  I  t r i e d  t o  g e t  a  

jo b ,  b u t  n o  o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  m e ,  a n d  s o  e v e n t u a l l y  I  t o o k  t o  t h e  

r o a d s .  B u t  i t  w a s  t h e  t r e e  t h a t  d id  i t . ”  A n d  t h e  t r e e ’s  a p p e a r a n c e  

d id  n o t  b e l i e  i t s  r e p u t a t i o n .  I t s  t r u n k  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  g r e a t  

s w e l l in g s  u n p l e a s a n t l y  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  s o m e  h o r r i b l e  a n d  l o a t h s o m e  

d is e a s e ,  w h i l e  i t s  w i d e - s p r e a d i n g ,  k n o t t e d  a n d  g n a r l e d  b r a n c h e s ,  

f o r k e d  a n d  c u r v i n g  d o w n w a r d s  a t  t h e  e n d s ,  r e m i n d e d  o n e  o f  

t h e  a r m s  a n d  h a n d s  o f  s o m e  g r o t e s q u e  a n d  f e r o c i o u s  b e a s t  o f  

p r e y .  I t  w a s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e p u l s i v e  a n d  

s i n i s t e r - l o o k i n g  t r e e s  I  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  ; b u t  i t  h a d  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  

in  a  t r e e  I  o n c e  s a w  i n  t h e  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  C a s c a d e  M o u n t a i n s .  

I  w a s  r i d in g  a f t e r  c a t t l e  o n e  d a y  i n  t h e  f o r e s t s ,  w h e n  m y  h o r s e
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h a l t e d — w i t h  s u c h  a b r u p t n e s s  t h a t  I  w a s  a l m o s t  u n s e a t e d — an d  

b e g a n  t o  t r e m b l e  v i o l e n t l y .  T h i n k i n g  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  f r ig h te n e d  

b y  a  s n a k e  o r  a  c o u g a r ,  I  l o o k e d  a l l  a r o u n d ,  f u l l y  e x p e c t i n g  to  

s e e  e i t h e r  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  ( O r e g o n  a b o u n d s  i n  b o t h ) ,  b u t  I  c o u ld  

d e t e c t  n e i t h e r .  I  w a s  i n  a  c l e a r i n g ,  q u i t e  b a r e ,  s a v i n g  f o r  on e  

t r e e  a  f e w  y a r d s  a h e a d  o f  m e  a n d  a  l i t t l e  t o  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  p a th  

a l o n g  w h i c h  I  w a s  t r a v e l l i n g .  T h e  m o m e n t  m y  e y e s  r e s t e d  o n  i t  

I  c e a s e d  w o n d e r in g  w h y  m y  h o r s e  h a d  b e e n  s o  s c a r e d .  N o t 

b e in g  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t r e e s  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  to  

c l a s s i f y  t h i s  o n e .  A l l  I  c a n  s a y  i s  i t  w a s  v e r y  g a u n t  a n d  u n h e a l t h y  

lo o k i n g .  I t s  s h r i v e l l e d  t o p  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  b la s te d  

b y  l i g h t n i n g ; a n d  a l t o g e t h e r  i t  p r e s e n t e d  a  m o s t  h o r r i b l e  a n d  

s i n i s t e r  a p p e a r a n c e .  I  w a s  a b o u t  t o  t r y  a n d  c o a x  m y  h o r s e  

f o r w a r d ,  w h e n  a  f i l m y  c l o u d  d r e w  o v e r  t h e  m o o n  a n d  m a d e  th e  

s h a d o w  o f  t h e  t r e e  s t a n d  o u t  w i t h  s t a r t l i n g  d i s t i n c t n e s s  o n  t h e  

m o o n - k is s e d  s o i l .  A t  f i r s t  I  w a s  n o t  c o n s c i o u s  o f  a n y t h i n g  

u n u s u a l  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  a s  I  g l a n c e d  t o  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s h a d o w , 

I  s a w  w i t h  a s t o n i s h m e n t  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  w h i t e  fo r m  

s t a n d i n g  q u i t e  m o t io n l e s s  a n d  u p r i g h t  i n  t h e  m o o n b e a m s .  I t  

s e e m e d  w o v e n ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  o u t  o f  a  h a l f - t r a n s p a r e n t  m i l k y  c lo u d , 

a n d  t h o u g h  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  d e f i n i t e  a b o u t  i t ,  I  g o t  t h e  d i s t i n c t  

im p r e s s io n  t h a t  i t  w a s  h o r r i b l y  g r o t e s q u e ,  a n d ,  i f  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  

e v i l ,  d e c id e d ly  a n t a g o n i s t i c .  I t  f a s c i n a t e d  m e  t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t  

t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t  r e m o v e  m y  e y e s  f r o m  i t ,  a n d  w h i l e  I  w a s  s t a r i n g  

a t  i t ,  i t  m o v e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  t r e e  a n d  s e e m e d  i n  s o m e  s t r a n g e  

m a n n e r  t o  a m a lg a m a t e  w i t h  t h e  t r u n k .  A t  a n y  r a t e ,  i t  d is 

a p p e a r e d .  T h e  m o m e n t  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  m y  h o r s e  r e c o v e r e d  t h e  

u s e  o f  i t s  l im b s  a n d  w a s  o f f  l i k e  t h e  w in d .  S o m e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  o n  

m y  m e n t io n in g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  a  r a n c h m a n  w h o  l i v e d  o n  t h e  

o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  a n d  k n e w  t h e  l o c a l i t y  i n t i m a t e l y ,  h e  a t  

o n c e  e x c l a i m e d ,  “  O h ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  s u i c id e  t r e e .  N o  h o r s e  w i l l  

e v e r  p a s s  i t  o f  i t s  o w n  a c c o r d ,  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  u n l e s s  y o u  

m a k e  i t .  I n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  m e n ,  t w o  m y  o w n  
c o u s in s ,  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  h a n g i n g  o n  i t . ”

H e  s a id  h e  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  i t s  b e in g  h a u n t e d ,  b u t  h e  c o u ld  

q m t e  b e l i e v e  i t  m ig h t  b e ,  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  “  d e u c e d ly  

q u e e r  a b o u t  i t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  a t  n i g h t .  W .  B .  Y e a t s ,  i n  o n e  o f  

^ e s c r ib e s  a  t r e e  h a u n t e d  b y  a  p h a n t a s m ,  h a l f  h u m a n  
a n  a  a n im a l ,  t h a t  w a s  s e e n  o n e  n i g h t  b y  s o m e o n e  a p p a r e n t l y  

p o s s e s s in g  t h e  p o w e r  o r  f a c u l t y  o f  s e c o n d  s i g h t .  T h e  “  t h i n g , ”  

1 r e m e m b e r ,  w a s  s i t t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  t r e e ,  w i t h  i t s  lo n g

T * p e C U lia r  m a n n e r  u n d e r  i t s  l e g s > a n d  i t a  h u g e  
h a n d s  o u t s t r e t c h e d ,  a s  i f  r e a d y  t o  p o u n c e  o n  a n y o n e  w h o  c a m e
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w i t h in  i t s  r e a c h .  N o w , f a n c i f u l  a s  t h e  i d e a  m a y  s e e m  t o  s o m e ,  

I  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  t r e e s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  F a r  

E a s t  b e i n g  a c t u a l l y  h a u n t e d  b y  v e r y  s i m i l a r  p h a n t a s m s .  C a l l  

t h e m  e l e m e n t á i s  i f  y o u  w i l l .  M r .  W i l k i n s o n ,  a n  e n g i n e e r ,  

t e m p o r a r i l y  e m p l o y e d  i n  C e n t r a l  I n d i a ,  t o l d  m e  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  

b u n g a l o w  i n  w h i c h  h e  l i v e d  w a s  a  b a n y a n  t r e e  t h a t  w a s  s o  b a d l y  

h a u n t e d  t h a t  n o  I n d i a n  o r  h o r s e  w o u ld  g o  n e a r  i t .  H e  s a i d  

t h a t  m a n y  t i m e s ,  w h e n  p a s s i n g  n e a r  i t  a t  m i d n i g h t  o n  f o o t ,  

h e  h a d  s e e n  a  s t r a n g e  s h a d o w y  f ig u r e ,  i n  b o d y  l i k e  a  m a n  b u t  

w i t h  t h e  h e a d  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a  p i g ’s ,  e i t h e r  l e a n i n g  o r  s q u a t t i n g  

a g a i n s t  i t s  t r u n k .

T h e  n a t i v e s  w a r n e d  h i m  n e v e r  t o  g o  n e a r  i t  a f t e r  s u n s e t .  

"  I f  y o u  d o ,  s a h i b , ”  t h e y  s a i d ,  “  y o u  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  o n e  d a y  h a n g i n g  

t o  i t s  b r a n c h e s . ”  T h e y  b e l i e v e d  e v e r y o n e  w h o  p a s s e d  u n d e r  

i t s  b r a n c h e s  a t  m i d n i g h t  w a s  i n d u c e d  e i t h e r  t o  c o m m i t  s u i c id e  

o r  m u r d e r .

T a m a r i n d  t r e e s ,  t o o ,  a r e  o f t e n  h a u n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  

t h e  F a r  E a s t  h a v e  m a n y  c u r i o u s  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e m .  N o t  m a n y  

y e a r s  a g o ,  n o  k h i t m u t g a r  ( c o o k )  w o u ld  h a n g  a  p i e c e  o f  m e a t  o n  

a  t a m a r i n d  t r e e ,  a s  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m e a t  h u n g  t h e r e  w o u ld  

d e c o m p o s e ,  o r  a t  a n y  r a t e  b e c o m e  u n f i t  f o r  f o o d .  A l s o  i t  i s  

n o t  lo n g  s i n c e  a  n a t i v e  t r a v e l l e r ,  t h o u g h  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  e a t  o f  

t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  t a m a r i n d  t r e e ,  w o u ld  p o s i t i v e l y  r e f u s e  t o  u n l o a d  

h i s  p a c k  o r  r e s t  u n d e r  i t s  b r a n c h e s .  I n  B e n g a l  t h e  b e l i e f  i s ,  o r  

a t  l e a s t  w a s ,  t h a t  b y  r e a s o n  o f  s o m e  a n c i e n t  s p e l l  c a s t  u p o n  i t ,  

t h i s  l o v e l y  t r e e  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s o m e  n o x i o u s  s u p e r - p h y s i c a l  

v a p o u r  t h a t  i s  b o t h  u n l u c k y  a n d  u n h e a l t h y  t o  a  d e g r e e .

T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  i n  t h e  E a s t  h a v e  t o l d  

m e  t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g r a i n  o f  t h e  t a m a r i n d  w o o d , 

w h ic h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  f in e  b l a c k  t h r e a d - l i k e  v e i n ,  i s  a  w r i t t e n  

l a n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

U n k n o w n ,  a n d  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  U n k n o w n ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  

c u r io u s  m a r k i n g  o n  t h e  w o o d  o f  t h e  t a m a r i n d  t r e e  a p p e a r s  t o  u s  

n a t u r a l  e n o u g h ,  t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  i t  i s  o t h e r w is e  ; t h e y  b e l i e v e  i t  

o w e s  i t s  o r ig i n  e n t i r e l y  t o  s u p e r - p h y s i c a l  a g e n c y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  

w r i t i n g  r e g i s t e r s  t h e  f a t e  b o t h  o f  n a t i v e s  a n d  f o r e i g n e r s .  A  

s i m i l a r  b e l i e f  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  k u l p a  b r i k s h a  o r  s i l v e r  t r e e ,  

s o  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e  c o lo u r  o f  i t s  b a r k .  I t ,  t o o ,  i s  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  

r e p u t e d  t o  b e  h a u n t e d .  T h e  p h a n t a s m s  t h a t  a r e  m o s t l y  a s s o 

c i a t e d  w i t h  i t ,  t h o u g h  n o t  a s  a  r u l e  g r o t e s q u e  a n d  a w f u l  i n  

a p p e a r a n c e ,  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  b e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  m a l i g n ,  a n d ,  i f  

a n n o y e d ,  r e v e n g e f u l .
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T o  c o n c l u d e ,  I  w i l l  n a r r a t e  a  c a s e  o f  t r e e - h a u n t i n g  in  th is  

c o u n t r y .  N e a r  W e n d o v e r ,  n o t  l o n g  a g o ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  a n d ,  fo r 

a u g h t  I  k n o w  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  i s ,  a n  o l d  fa r m h o u s e  

p o s s e s s in g  a  v e r y - m u c h - h a u n t e d  n u t - w a l k .  D r .  L e e ,  in  h is  

G l i m p s e s  i n  t h e  T w i l i g h t ,  g i v e s  a  v e r y  g r a p h i c  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  o n c e  b e f e l l  s o m e o n e  h e  k n e w  t h e r e .  H is  in 

f o r m a n t  w a s  o u t  s h o o t i n g  o n e  m o o n l i g h t  n i g h t ,  a n d  h a d  n o  

s o o n e r  e n t e r e d  t h e  n u t - w a l k  “  t h e  t r e e s  o f  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

a r c h e d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a d e  t o  g r o w  s o  a s  t o  f o r m  a  k i n d  o f  c o n 

t i n u o u s  t o w e r ,  t h a n  h e  d i s t i n c t l y  s a w  w h a t  h e  t o o k  t o  b e  a n  

o ld  m a n ,  w i t h  h i s  b a c k  t o w a r d s  h i m ,  s t o o p i n g  i n  h i s  g a i t ,  a  few  

f e e t  f r o m  h i m . ”  T h e  f ig u r e  d id  n o t  s e e m  t o  w a l k ,  b u t  t o  g lid e  

w i t h  a  c u r io u s  s m o o t h  m o t i o n ,  a n d  t o  b e  s l i g h t l y  a b o v e  t h e  

g r o u n d . M r . L e e ’s  i n f o r m a n t  c a l l e d  o u t  t o  i t ,  b u t  i t  m a d e  n o  

r e s p o n s e ,  a n d  h e  t h e n  n o t i c e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  i t  w a s  s h a d o w y  

a n d  s t r a n g e ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  e m i t t e d  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  i t  a  v e r y  e e r ie  

l ig h t .  W h e n  h e  s t o p p e d ,  i t  s t o p p e d  t o o ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  w e n t  o n , 

i t  w e n t  o n .  E v e r y  n o w  a n d  t h e n  i t  u t t e r e d  a  “  d e e p , 

lo n g - d r a w n  s i g h ,”  a n d  a t  l a s t  i t  g a v e  a  p i e r c i n g  s c r e a m  

a n d  a b r u p t l y  a n d  q u i t e  i n e x p l i c a b l y  v a n i s h e d .  T h e  m o m e n t  i t  

d id  s o ,  t h e  w h o le  e a r t h  r a n g  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d  o f  m o c k i n g ,  je e r i n g  

l a u g h t e r ,  in  w h ic h  t h e  t r e e s  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  s e e m e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  o c c u r r e d  o n c e  o n l y ,  s i l e n c e  o m n i p o t e n t  a n d  

u n b r o k e n  s u c c e e d in g  t h e  f in a l  e c h o  o f  t h e  l a u g h t e r .  T h e  e x 

p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o c c u r r e n c e ,  M r . L e e  s a y s ,  w a s  

g e n e r a l ly  b e l i e v e d  t o  l ie  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  a  f o r m e r  o w n e r  

o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a d  m u r d e r e d  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  a n d  c h i l d  a n d  
b u r ie d  t h e m  s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e  w a l k .

A  n u t - g r o v e  n e a r  S t .  E r t h ,  C o r n w a l l ,  i s  a l s o  h a u n t e d ,  b u t  

b y  s o m e t h in g  i n f i n i t e ly  m o r e  h a r r o w i n g  a n d  h o r r i b l e .  I  m y s e l f  

a m  q u i t e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t r e e s ,  m o r e  p e r h a p s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  

o  j e c t s ,  a n i m a t e  o r  i n a n i m a t e ,  a t t r a c t  a n d  h a r b o u r  t h e  s u p e r 

p h y s ic a l ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  d a n g e r o u s  b o t h  t o  m o r a l s  
a n d  e v e n  t o  l i f e  t o  s l e e p  u n d e r  o r  n e a r  t h e m .
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I F  f r o m  m y  r o o m  o f  f i r e g lo w  a n d  l a m p l i g h t ,

I  t a k e  a  w h i m  t o  p e e r  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t ,

T h e r e  s h o w s  b e f o r e  m e ,  l u s t r o u s  i n  t h e  g l o o m ,

A  g h o s t l y  r e p l i c a  o f  t h i s  s a m e  r o o m ,

S h a d o w s  o f  t h i n g s  w h i c h  h e r e  I  t o u c h  a n d  s e e ,

S h a d o w s  o f  f r i e n d s  w h o  s h a r e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  w i t h  m e  ; 

F a m i l i a r  a p p a r i t i o n s ,  y e t  m a d e  s t r a n g e  

B y  s o m e  u n e a r t h l y  d i s e m b o d y i n g  c h a n g e .

I  r e c o g n i s e  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d ,  n o  l e s s ,

I  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t h i n g n e s s .

W h e n  I  p a s s  o u t ,  ’ t i s  n o t  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e s e ,

B u t  w i t h  t h e  n i g h t ’s  o w n  c l o a k e d  r e a l i t i e s .

S o ,  a  l i f e - t e n a n t  i n  a  l a r g e r  R o o m ,

W h o s e  g l a r i n g  w in d o w s  f a c e  a  d e e p e r  G l o o m ,

I ’v e  w a t c h e d ,  s i n c e  f i r s t  I  c a m e ,  t h o s e  w i n d o w s  t h r o w  

U n n u m b e r e d  s h a d o w s  o n  t h e  v o id  b e lo w .

S t r a n g e  p h a n t o m - s h a p e s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  i n  c r u d e r  y e a r s  

M e n  b u i l t  t h e i r  s u p e r n a t u r a l  h o p e s  a n d  f e a r s ,

W h i c h ,  t h r o u g h  a l l  t i m e ,  m a k e  s i m p l e  g a z e r s  d r e a m  

O f  h a n d s  t h a t  b e c k o n  a n d  o f  l i g h t s  t h a t  g l e a m .

B u t  r o u n d  m e  h e r e  m y  w i s e r  c o m r a d e s  s a y  :—

“  S e e  h o w  t h e  o l d  d e lu s i o n s  p a s s  a w a y  !

S e e  w h y  i t  w a s  o u r  f a t h e r s  t h o u g h t  t o  f in d  

S u c h  b r a v e  a d v e n t u r e s  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  b l i n d  !

B r a v e l y  t h e  g l o o m  s e e m s  p e o p l e d  ; b u t  n o  l e s s  

W h e n  w e  s t e p  f o r t h ,  w e ’l l  m e e t  w i t h  n o t h i n g n e s s .

W h a t  n e e d  f o r  a w e  ? W h a t  g r o u n d  f o r  f a i t h  i n  t h e s e  ? ”

N o n e .  . . . Y e t  t h e  N i g h t  m u s t  h a v e  r e a l  m y s t e r i e s  !
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T H O S E  w h o  a r e  a c q u a i n t e d  f a m i l i a r l y  w i t h  o c c u l t  l i t e r a t u r e  

i n  F r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  

w i t h  t h e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  e p o c h  p r i o r  t o  t h e  W a r ,  c a n n o t  

f a i l  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  g r e a t  c h a n g e  w h i c h  h a s  c o m e  o v e r  t h e  fa c e  

o f  t h i n g s  d u r in g  r e c e n t  d a y s .  I  s p e a k  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  k n o w le d g e  

i s  n o t  a p a r t  f r o m  s y m p a t h y ,  b u t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a l s o  b y  s a v in g  

c r i t i c a l  g i f t s .  O n  t h e  s id e  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  o c c u l t  s u b je c t  

in  a l l  i t s  b r a n c h e s  i s  p a s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  r o m a n c e  i n t o  t h a t  

o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a c t u a l i t y .  T h e  d a y  o f  E l i p h a s  L e v i  i s  o v e r  a n d  so  

i s  t h a t  o f  h i s  i m m e d ia t e  s u c c e s s o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  w e l l - k n o w n  

n a m e s  a s  P a p u s  a n d  S t a n i s l a s  d e  G u a i t a .  T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M a g ic , 

o f  A l c h e m y ,  o f  A s t r o lo g y  a n d  o t h e r  d i v i n a t o r y  m e t h o d s  i s  w r i t t e n  

n o  lo n g e r  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  

le g e n d s  o f  C r o q u e m i t a i n e  a n d  t h e  H o n e y  S t e w  o f  t h e  C o u n te s s  

B e r t h a .  S o  a l s o  S p e c u l a t i v e  F r e e m a s o n r y  h a s  c a s t  o f f  t h e  y o k e  

o f  R a g o n ,  w h i le  o n  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  a n d  t h e o s o p h i c a l  s id e  t h e  

H o l y  K a b b a l a h ,  o r  S e c r e t  T r a d i t i o n  o f  I s r a e l ,  i s  p r e s e n t e d  n o  

l o n g e r  b y  e n t h u s i a s t s  w h o  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  r e a d  i t s  r e c o r d s ,  e v e n  

in  t h e  L a t i n  t o n g u e ,  a n d  h a v e  f o u n d  i t  a  s i m p l e r  t a s k  t o  m a k e  

u p  t h e i r  t h e s e s ,  a s  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d ,  b y  a n  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  “  in n e r  

c o n s c io u s n e s s .  E v e n  L e  V o i l e  d ’ I s i s  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  h o p e 

le s s  t a s k  o f  p r i n t i n g  t h e  L e t t r e s  K a b b a l i s t i q u e s  o f  E l i p h a s  L e v i ,  

a d d r e s s e d  t o  B a r o n  S p e d a l i e r i .  I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o b v i o u s  a n d  

n e e d le s s  t o  a d d  t h a t  a l l  t h i n g s  h a v e  n o t  c o m e  o u t  e n t i r e l y  a n d  

u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  f r o m  t h e  o ld  a t m o s p h e r e ,  t h e  o ld  f i c t i t i o u s  

r e a l m s  o f  t h e m e  a n d  d r e a m . L a  R o s e  C r o i x  o f  M . J o l l i v e t  

a s t e  o t  h a s  l i t t l e  s p a c e  o r  t i m e  f o r  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  t r a n s -  

m u t a t i o n s  o f  i t s  e d i t o r  a n d  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  a t  

, ,  e  . a n  s  ° f  o f f ic ia l  s c i e n c e  ; b u t  i t  r e m e m b e r s  o n  r a r e  o c c a s i o n s  

*  c a t i o n s  o f  i t s  o w n  t i t l e  a n d  p r o d u c e s  a  m o n o g r a p h  o n  

h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  R . C . ,  w h ic h  r e p e a t s  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d t h  t i m e  

o  m e n d a c io u s  s t o r ie s .  W e  p r o f i t  b u t  l i t t l e  m o r e  w h e n  

i , CT, a n  ™ o r e  ™ P o r t a n t  p e r io d i c a l  i s s u e s  a  s p e c i a l  n u m b e r  

s u W t  V u 6  ° W  ° r d e r - T h e r e  a r e  e v i d e n t l y  s t i l l  c e r t a i n
t h e  f a n t  ^ + '1C ^  S U r re n d e r e d  t a c i t l y  a s  a  p r o v i n c e  p r o p e r  o f  
t h e  f a n t a s t i c  s p i r i t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e s e a r c h .

f ie d  w ith * t lT a t  ^  C r i t i q u e  ofM . E m i l e  N o u r r y  h a s  b e c o m e  i d e n t i -
n e w  s p i r i t  t o  w h ic h  m y  t i t l e  r e f e r s ,  a n d  d e s e r v e s  a l l__J xcx^xo,  U.11C1 oa0.0^1 V W.O a l l

p r a i s e  f o r  i t s  n o t a b l e  s e r ie s  o f  r e c e n t  b o o k s  a n d  m o n o g r a p h s ,  

a s  i f  i t  c o u ld  n o t  a t o n e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  h a v i n g  p r i n t e d —
O A n o w
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s o m e w h a t  f a r  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h — L e s  

M y s t è r e s  d e  l a  K a b b a l e ,  b e i n g  L é v i ’s  v i e w s  a n d  i n v e n t i o n s  o n  t h e  

“  s e c r e t  h a r m o n y  o f  t h e  O ld  a n d  N e w  T e s t a m e n t s . ’ T h a t  

r i d ic u l o u s  w o r k  w a s  s u c c e e d e d  b y  L a  K a b b a l e  J u i v e  o f  V u l l i a u d ,  

a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t o  t h e  t w o  v o l u m e s  o f  w h i c h  I  d e v o t e d  

a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s p a c e  i n  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  

a p p e a r a n c e ,  s o m e  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o .  I  h a v e  n o t i c e d  a l s o  M . O s w a l d  

W i r t h ’s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f  R a g o n ’s  L a  M a ç o n n e r i e  

O c c u l t e ,  b e i n g  a n  e a r l y  i t e m  o f  a  B i b l i o t h è q u e  d e s  I n i t i a t i o n s  

M o d e r n e s .  A  p e c u l i a r  i n t e r e s t  a t t a c h e s  t o  t h i s  s e r i e s ,  n o t  o n l y  

f o r  w h a t  i t  h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  u p  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a t e  b u t  f o r  i t s  

g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 2 6  w i t h  a  

r e m a r k a b l e  s t u d y  o f  C o m t e  J o s e p h  d e  M a i s t r e ,  o n c e  f a m o u s  a n d  

s t i l l  r e m e m b e r e d  w e l l  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  S o i r é e s  d e  S a i n t - P é t e r s b u r g  

a n d  t h e  d e f e n d e r  o f  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  i t s  u l t r a m o n t a n e  

a s p e c t s . *  T h e  a u t h o r  i s  P a u l  V u l l i a u d  a n d  h i s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  

p r o v e  t h a t  d e  M a i s t r e  w a s  n o t  o n l y  a  F r e e m a s o n  d u r i n g  m a n y  

y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e — h i s  c h i e f  s p h e r e  o f  a c t i v i t y  b e i n g  i n  t h e  H i g h  

G r a d e s — b u t  t h a t  h e  w a s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  M a r t i n i s t  R i t e  

a n d  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  a t  L y o n s  w h i c h  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  G e r m a n  

S t r i c t  O b s e r v a n c e  i n t o  t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  H o l y  C i t y .  T h e  e v i 

d e n t i a l  n a r r a t i v e  i s  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  r e m a r k a b l e  d o c u m e n t s ,  

p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  o f  o t h e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  

i m p o r t a n c e  t h a n  t h e  e d i t o r  i s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  o n  h i s  

o w n  p a r t .  T h e y  a r e  o f  t h i n g s  w h i c h  l a y  b e h i n d  t h e  O b s e r v a n c e  

d e v e lo p m e n t s  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  A u v e r g n e  a n d  h a v e  e n a b l e d  

m y s e l f  t o  e x t e n d ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  c o m p l e t e ,  m y  a r c h i v e s  o f  i t s  

i n n e r  w o r k i n g s .

T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  B i b l i o t h è q u e  a r e  t h r e e  i n  

n u m b e r ,  a n d  f i r s t  a m o n g s t  t h e s e  m u s t  b e  p l a c e d  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  

o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  h a s  a r i s e n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  K n i g h t s  T e m p l a r  

in  F r e n c h ,  L a t i n ,  G e r m a n  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  f  I t  c o m p r i s e s  1 , 2 9 8  

i t e m s ,  d e s c r i b e d  a d e q u a t e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  f r o m  a  c a t a l o g u e  p o i n t  

o f  v i e w ,  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m s  b e i n g  f o l l o w e d  b y  d e s c r i p t i v e  

n o t e s  w h i c h  d e a l  w i t h  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r ,  o p i n i o n s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  

v ie w s .  S o  f a r  a s  I  a m  a w a r e ,  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  i s  w i t h o u t  p r e c e d e n t  

in  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  u n l e s s  s o m e t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  i n  

G e r m a n y  w h i c h  h a s  e s c a p e d  t h e  c o m p i l e r  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  t h i s  

a p p e a r s  u n l i k e l y .  A  p r o s p e c t u s  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  c o p y  

b e f o r e  m e  i s  ju s t i f i e d  i n  a l l  i t s  c l a i m s ,  w h i c h  i n d e e d  a r e  e x p r e s s e d

*  Jo sep h  de M aistre , F r a n c - M a ç o n ,  s u iv i  d e  p iè c e s  in é d it e s .  8vo , pp. 260 . 
18 francs.

t  M. D essubré, B ib l io g r a p h ie  d e L ’ O r d r e  d es  T e m p lie r s ,  im p r im e s  e t  
M a n u s c r it s , 8vo, pp. x x  f  324 . 1928 . 50  francs.
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m o d e r a t e l y ,  a n d  i t  s h o u ld  f in d  a  p l a c e  i n  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  l ib r a r ie s .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  e n t i r e l y  e x h a u s t i v e  o r  t h a t  

a  l a t e r  e d i t i o n  w o u ld  n o t  b e n e f i t  b y  e m e n d a t i o n  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .  

T h o s e  w h o , l i k e  m y s e l f ,  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  T e m p l a r  s i d e  o f  M a s o n ic  

p r e t e n s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  R i t e s  u n d e r  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n  o f  

M a s o n ic  C h iv a l r y ,  a  s p e c i a l  s t u d y  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n ,  c a n n o t  f a i l  

t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  c o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  f u r t h e r .  T h o u g h  a  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  

T a b l e  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  T e m p l e  a n d  F r e e m a s o n r y ,  t h e r e  i s  so  

l i t t l e  r e a l  k n o w le d g e  e x h i b i t e d  t h a t  t h e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  n a m e  a n d  

c l a i m  o f  t h e  S t r i c t  O b s e r v a n c e  a p p e a r s  n o w h e r e  : w e  h e a r  n o t h i n g  

o f  B a r o n  v o n  H u n d  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  n o t h i n g  a l s o  o f  S t a r c k ,  

t h o u g h  h i s  r e c o r d s  i n  m a n u s c r i p t  a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  l a r g e  a n d  a r e  

e n u m e r a t e d  in  p r i n t e d  c a t a l o g u e s  o f  C o n t i n e n t a l  M a s o n i c  l ib r a r ie s .

T h e  f o u r t h  i t e m  i n  t h e s e  a n n a l s  o f  m o d e r n  i n i t i a t i o n s  is  

t h a t  o f  M . J o a n n y  B r i c a u d  o n  t h e  g r o u p  o f  I l l u m i n é s  a t  A v i g n o n ,  

u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  o f  A n t o i n e  J o s e p h  P e r n e t y ,  i n  t h e  t w o  d e c a d e s  

w h ic h  p r e c e d e d  t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  ; a n d  i t  i s  d e s e r v i n g  o f  

h ig h  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  f ig h t  w h i c h  i t  c a s t s  o n  a n  o b s c u r e  s u b j e c t  a s  

a  r e s u l t  o f  f i r s t - h a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

c i t y  o f  F r a n c e . *  H a d  i t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  e x t e n d  

h i s  m a t e r i a l s  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  S w e d e n b o r g i a n  r e c o r d s  i n  E n g l a n d  

a n d  A m e r i c a ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  s t i l l  m o r e ,  t o  h i s  o w n  s a t i s 

f a c t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  v a l u e  o f  h i s  m o n o g r a p h .  I t  i s  a n d  

w i l l  r e m a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  i t s  

s u b je c t  w h ic h  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  a n y  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  t h a t  s u b j e c t  

i s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  H e r m e t i s m  

i n  F r a n c e  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  f o r  

t h a t  o f  H i g h  G r a d e  M a s o n r y  a n d  t h e  S w e d i s h  s e e r .  P e r n e t y  

b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a  m o n k  o f  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  O r d e r  ; h e  w a s  

d r a w n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  A l c h e m y  a n d  w r o t e  t w o  w o r k s  o n  t h e  

s u b je c t  w h ic h  h a v e  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  i t s  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

a n d  s p e c u l a t iv e  s id e  ; h e  w a s  a l s o  a  M a s o n  o f  h i s  p e r i o d ,  w h o  

fo u n d e d  a  R i t e  o f  M a s o n r y — i t  m a y  b e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  ; a n d  

p e r h a p s  m o s t  c u r i o u s l y  o f  a l l ,  h e  w a s  l e d  t o  E m m a n u e l  S w e d e n 

b o r g  b y  d i r e c t i o n s  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  a  K a b b a f i s t i c  M e t h o d  o f  
D i v i n a t i o n .

T h e  s i x t h  a n d  l a s t  o f  t h e  a n n a l s  w h i c h  h a s  a p p e a r e d  s o  f a r ,  

, n * f  t h e  s e r ie s  t o  d a t e ,  a n d  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h e lp f u l
o  r .  r e d e r i c  T h u r s t a n  a n d  h i s  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  o n  H u y s m a n  i n  

i h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w  h a d  h e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  M a u r i c e  G a r ç o n s

8vo.* p p .  l ‘! U7 % D '? 2VT z n c s é tU d e *  D ° m  P e m e t y  e t  SOn l 9 2 7 ‘
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s t o r y  o f  E u g è n e  V i n t r a s . *  T h e  e x t r a - a p o s t o l i c a l  p r i e s t h o o d  o f  

P i e r r e  M i c h e l — s o  s e l f - s t y l e d — t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  m a s s e s ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

m o v e m e n t  a t  T i l l y - s u r - S e u i l ,  d e n o m i n a t e d  L ’ Œ u v r e  d e  M i s é r i 

c o r d e ,  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  a t  f u l l  l e n g t h  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  a r e  

c h e c k e d  a t  a l l  p o i n t s  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p a m p h l e t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

m u n i c i p a l  a n d  e p i s c o p a l  a r c h i v e s  a n d  M S S .  i n  t h e  B i b l i o t h è q u e  

N a t i o n a l e .  T h e  W o r k  o f  M e r c y ,  i t s  C h u r c h  o f  H o l y  P e a c e  a n d  

t h e  c o m i n g  r e i g n  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  w e r e  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  w i t h 

o u t  a  p r e p o s t e r o u s  p o l i t i c a l  s i d e ,  f o r  t h e  n e w  p r i e s t h o o d ,  i n  t h e  

p e r s o n  o f  i t s  s u p e r n a t u r a l l y  g u i d e d  a n d  i n s p i r e d  p o p e ,  w a s  

t o  r e i g n — a t  l e a s t  i n  F r a n c e — w i t h  a  n e w  k i n g ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  t r u e  

l e g i t i m a c y  ; n o  o t h e r ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a n  t h e  p r e t e n d e d  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  

L o u i s  X V I I .  a n d  s o - c a l l e d  D u k e  o f  N o r m a n d y ,  N a u n d o r f .  F o r  

t h e  r e s t ,  M . G a r ç o n — w h o  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  l i t e r a r y  m a n  w i t h  a  f a c u l t y  

f o r  r e s e a r c h  b u t  a  w e l l - k n o w n  b a r r i s t e r — i s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  g i v e  

u s ,  b e h i n d  t h e  p r o p h e t ’s  p e r s e c u t i o n s  a n d  i m p r i s o n m e n t s ,  a  

v e r y  f a i r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  a n d  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  

h o u s e s  o f  c o r r e c t i o n  a s  a  r o g u e  o f  t h e  m o r e  c o m m o n  t y p e .  I  h a v e  

s k e t c h e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e  r e c o r d s  w e r e  f e w e r ,  t h e  

a l le g e d  V i n t r a s  h e r e s y ,  i t s  g o s p e l  a n d  a p o c a l y p s e  : t h e r e  i s  n o  

c a l l  t o  r e p r o d u c e  i t  h e r e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  l a t e s t  

a c c o u n t  l e a v e s  t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  h o s t s  a n d  t h e  s u p p o s e d  a r c h 

n a t u r a l  b l o o d  p o u r e d  i n t o  c h a l i c e s  m u c h  a s  w e  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  

a n t e c e d e n t l y  ; b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  i m p o s t u r e s  w e r e  n o t  t i n c t u r e d  

w i t h  d e lu s i o n s  a n d  t h e  d e lu s i o n s  w i t h  p s y c h o s i s ,  a r e  p o i n t s  w h i c h  

a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e m a i n  o p e n .  I t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  M . B r i c a u d  

i s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t u d y  o f  V i n t r a s ,  

s o  w e  m a y  l e a r n  y e t  m o r e  f u l l y ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  f in d  t h e  s u b j e c t  

a p p r o a c h e d  f r o m  a  n e w  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .

M . A l b e r t  L a n t o i n e ’s  e x c e l l e n t  s t u d y  o f  J o h n  T o l a n d  a s  a  

s u p p o s e d  p r e c u r s o r  o f  E m b l e m a t i c  F r e e m a s o n r y  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  

s a m e  s e r ie s .  I t  i s  o f  l e s s  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  a n d  t h e  o n c e  i m a g i n e d  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  P a n t h e i s t i c o n  a n d  i t s  a u t h o r  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h e  c r a f t  i s  n o w  r i g h t l y  d i s c o u n t e d  b y  M a s o n ic  s c h o l a r s h i p  ; 

b u t  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  T o l a n d ’s  w o r k  i s  p r o v i d e d ,  a n d  F r e n c h  r e a d e r s  

a r e  a b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t o  f o r m  t h e i r  o w n  ju d g m e n t  : i t  m a y  

b e  a d d e d  t h a t  I  a m  g l a d  t o  p o s s e s s  i t  o n  m y  o w n  p a r t ,  a s  t h e  L a t i n  

o r ig i n a l  i s  r a r e .  M . L a n t o i n e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  o f  c o n s e q u e n c e  a s  a  

M a s o n ic  w r i t e r .  S o  f a r  b a c k  a s  1 9 2 5 ,  t h e  h o u s e  o f  N o u r r y  p r o 

d u c e d  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  F r e e m a s o n r y  i n  F r a n c e ,  a  l a r g e  o c t a v o  

v o lu m e  w h i c h  i t  w a s  m y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e v i e w  a t  t h e  t i m e . f  L e t

* V in tras , H é r é s ia r q u e  et P r o p h è te .  8vo, pp. x i i  +  194. 15 francs.
t  A lb ert L a n to in e , H is t o ir e  d e  la  F r a n c - M a ç o n n e r ie  F r a n ç a is e .  1925. 

R oy al 8vo, pp. 550. 25 francs.
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m e  s a y  o f  i t  n o w  w h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s a i d  t h e n  a t  l e n g t h  a n d  

w i t h  e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  f u l l ,  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s e r i o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  i t s  

s u b je c t  a n d  t h r o w s  l i g h t  o n  p o i n t s  w h i c h ,  s o  f a r ,  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  

o b s c u r e  f o r  E n g l i s h  s t u d e n t s ,  t h o u g h  i t  i s  s c a r c e l y  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  

t h a t  a l l  t h e  o ld  f a b l e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  f i n a l l y  t o  r e s t .

T h e r e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o t h e r  h o u s e s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  N o u r r y  

w h ic h  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  o r  c h i e f l y  t o  o c c u l t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  

a n d  a n  o ld  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  i s  d u e  t o  M . C h a c o r n a c  f o r  w o r k  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  a lo n g  t h e s e  l in e s  d u r i n g  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s .  S o m e  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  t im e  s i n c e  h e  w r o t e  o n  h i s  o w n  p a r t  a  l i f e  o f  É l i p h a s  

L é v i ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o n  i t s  s u b j e c t  a n d  l i k e l y  t o  b e  t h e  l a s t ,  

h a v in g  b e e n  d o n e  w i t h  e x c e e d i n g  c a r e  a n d  w i t h  f u l l  k n o w l e d g e .*  

F i n a l l y ,  M . B r i c a u d  h a s  p r o d u c e d  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  a  N o t i c e  

H i s t o r i q u e  s u r  l e  M a r t i n i s m e ,  w h i c h  l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p a s s  o f  

1 6  p p .  o c t a v o  a n d  i s  i s s u e d  a t  L y o n s .  I t  o f f e r s  s o m e  n e w  p o i n t s  

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( i )  o n  M a r t i n e s  d e  P a s q u a l l y — o t h e r w i s e  M a r t i n e z  

P a s q u a l i s — a n d  h i s  R i t e  o f  E l e c t  P r i e s t s  ; ( 2 )  o n  t h e  a f f i r m e d  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  M a r t i n i s m  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  L y o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  

F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  y e a r  1 8 8 0 ,  w h e n  t h e  y o u n g  F r e n c h  

o c c u l t i s t  P a p u s — D r .  G e r a r d  E n c a u s s e — f o u n d e d  h i s  O r d r e  

M a r t i n i s t e ,  w h ic h  b e c a m e  d if f u s e d  s o  w i d e l y ,  n o t  a l o n e  i n  F r a n c e  

i t s e l f  b u t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  s m a l l  p a m p h l e t  l e a v e s ,  

i n e v i t a b l y ,  a  g r e a t  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o p e n .  W e  n e e d  e v i d e n c e  o n  

t h e  M a r t i n i s t  c o n n e c t i o n s  o f  H e n r i  d e  L a a g e ,  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  d i s c ip le  

o f  S a i n t  M a r t i n ,  w h o  d ie d  in  1 8 0 5 ,  w h e r e a s  d e  L a a g e  w a s  a  y o u n g  

e n t h u s i a s t  c i r c a  i 8 6 0 ,  w h e n  w e  h e a r  o f  h i m  f i r s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

p l e a s a n t  p e r s i f la g e  o f  L é v i ’s  H i s t o i r e  d e  l a  M a g i e .  T h e  M a r t i n i s t  

s u c c e s s io n  n e e d s  e l u c i d a t i o n  o t h e r w is e  t h r o u g h  a  b e t t e r  k n o w 

le d g e  o f  C a r l  M ic h e ls e n  i n  D e n m a r k ,  a n d  m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  

D r .  E d o u a r d  B l i t z ,  m y  o ld  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  

f a r  p a s t ,  w h o s e  l e t t e r s — I  h o p e  a n d  b e l i e v e — a r e  b u r i e d  s o m e 

w h e r e  in  m y  o w n  a r c h i v e s .  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  

f u r t h e r  k n o w le d g e  l ie s  i s  p r e c is e l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  t w o  s e c r e t  g r a d e s  

a d d e d , a s  i t  is  s a id ,  b y  W i l l e r m o z ,  b u t  m o r e  p r o b a b l y  a  g r o u p  

p r o d u c t io n ,  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  S t r i c t  O b s e r v a n c e .  I  o w e  m u c h  

p e r s o n a l ly  t o  D r .  B l i t z ,  in c lu d in g  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

w c  1 le d  h im  a s  l e a d e r  o f  A m e r i c a n  M a r t i n i s m ,  w i t h  i t s  m e m b e r -  

s ip  o  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d s ,  t o  b r e a k  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  S u p r e m e  

L o u n c i l  o f  F r a n c e .  B u t  a f t e r  w h a t  m a n n e r  D r .  B l i t z  b e lo n g e d  

r  •• r o ^ e n  s u c c e s s io n  o f  l a  T r a d i t i o n  M a r t i n i s t e  d e s  É l u s

o e n s  e r e  is  n o  e v id e n c e  b e f o r e  m e ,  n o r  h a s  i t  t r a n s p i r e d  a n y 
w h e r e ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  c a n  t r a c e .

1926. 8vo, ppaCxvUiC,+  % t o [ a \ o ^ a c i M ° VateUr de l '0 c c u lt is m e  e n  F r a n c e



A PROBLEM OF IDENTITY IN 
DREAMS
B y  M A R Y  E .  M O N T E I T H

P A R T  I I

T H E R E  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  o f  t h o u g h t  t r a n s f e r e n c e .  A n  

i d e a  o r  a  s e r ie s  o f  i d e a s  i s  c o n v e y e d  f r o m  o n e  m i n d  t o  a n o t h e r  

in  a n  i m p r e s s io n  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  s p e e c h ,  o r  i n  p i c t o r i a l  f o r m  s i m i l a r  

t o  v i s i o n  ; a n d ,  a s  b e a r i n g  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  w e  a r e  n o w  c o n 

s i d e r i n g ,  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  t h i n k e r  r e s e m b l i n g  h i s  p h y s i c a l  

b o d y ,  b y  w h i c h  h e  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  d r e a m e r .  T h e r e  r e m a i n s  

o n e  o t h e r  f o r m  o f  t e l e p a t h y ,  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  n o t  o f  a n  i d e a  b u t  

o f  p e r s o n a l i t y .  I t  i s  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  o r ,  t o  q u o t e  a  

p h r a s e  o f  t h e  l a t e  S i r  W i l l i a m  B a r r e t t ,  a  “  f e e l i n g  o f  o t h e r n e s s . ”

H e r e  w e  m u s t  c o m e  d o w n  t o  e a r t h  f o r  a  w h i l e  a n d  d is c u s s  

t h i s  “  f e e l i n g  o f  o t h e r n e s s , ”  a s  r e c o g n i s e d  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  l i k e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  d r e a m .

I f  y o u  a s k  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h o u g h t  i n f l u e n c e ,  

a n y  s u i t a b l e  s u b j e c t  f o r  t e l e p a t h i c  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  y o u  w i l l  f in d  

t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  n o t  u n k n o w n  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e  

o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  i s  a c u t e l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  

o f  t h o u g h t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  I t  w i l l  b e g i n ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  b y  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  m i n d  o f  a n  i d e a  w h i c h  r e m i n d s  o n e  o f  t h e  

p e r s o n  w h o s e  t h o u g h t s  a r e  n e a r — a  d i s t i n c t i v e  p e r f u m e ,  p e r h a p s  

a  f e w  b a r s  o f  m e l o d y ,  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f lo w e r  w h i c h  a r r e s t s  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n .  T h e n  c o m e s  a  "  f e e l i n g  ”  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h i c h  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e .  I t  c a n  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  a  g r e a t  a c t o r ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i t  i s  s t r o n g e r  a n d  s t i l l  

m o r e  s u b t l e .  F o r  t h e  m o m e n t ,  “  I  ”  b e c o m e  t h a t  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

a n d  I  r e c o g n i s e  w h o  i t  i s  b y  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l i a r  i n f l u e n c e  w h i c h  

s e e m s  t o  r a d i a t e  f r o m  h i m  o r  h e r  w h e n  w e  m e e t ,  a c t u a l l y ,  a n d  

s p e a k  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  S o m e t i m e s  t h i s  f e e l i n g  i s  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t ,  

f o r  t h e  m o m e n t ,  I  a m  e x c l u s i v e l y  t h a t  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h e r e  

i s  n o  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ; t h e r e f o r e  m y  o w n  i d e n t i t y  i s  q u i c k l y  

r e g a i n e d  b y  t h e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  n o w  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  

m y  m in d  a r e  n o t  m i n e .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  

m e .  B u t  t h i s  q u i c k  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  s e l f  i s  n o t  u s u a l  i n  s l e e p .

I n  s l e e p ,  t h o u g h  t h e  d r e a m  m a y  b e  v i v i d ,  t h e  c r i t i c a l  s e n s e  

i s  n o t  a l w a y s  a w a k e n e d .  E v e r y  f e e l i n g  i s  i n t e n s i f i e d .  A  dream
29
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v i s i o n  h a s  f a r  m o r e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  e m o t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  m o s t  s t a r t l i n g  

i n s t a n c e  o f  w a k in g  c l a i r v o y a n c e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

t h e  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a  t e l e p a t h i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  

A n d  u n le s s  w a k in g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  h a s  

s t i m u l a t e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  w h i c h  s e t s  a  w a t c h  f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  

s u c h  p h e n o m e n a  i n  d r e a m s ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  w h e r e  

t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  m a t t e r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c i t i n g  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  

d r e a m e r  i s  t o t a l l y  l o s t  i n  t h a t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  d r e a m e d  a b o u t .  I t  

i s  a  v i v i d  d r e a m , w h i c h  s h o u ld  b e  t r a c e d  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ’s  

a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  w i ld  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a 

t i o n — f a ls e ,  b u t  f a l s e  o n l y  i n  a  s t r i c t l y  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

T h e r e  i s  p r o o f  t h a t  a m o n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  d r e a m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  

b y  a n y  s in g le  in d iv id u a l ,  t e l e p a t h y  i s  s e l d o m ,  i f  e v e r ,  a b s e n t .  

I t  m a y  o c c u r  o n c e — t w i c e  p e r h a p s  ;  b u t  a n  h a b i t u a l  d r e a m e r  is  

n e v e r  s a f e  f r o m  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  o u t s i d e  t h o u g h t  d u r i n g  s le e p .  

S a y ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a r g u m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  

a n y  s ig n s  o f  t h o u g h t  t r a n s f e r e n c e  in  d r e a m  ; t h a t  i s  n o  s u r e t y  

t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  h a p p e n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

A  d r e a m e r  h a s  t o  f in d  t h e  r o a d  a s  h e  g o e s  a l o n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  

a r e  m a n y  b y w a y s .  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I  f i r s t  b e c a m e  

a w a r e  t h a t  I  d r e a m e d  t r u e  b e c a u s e  m y  d r e a m s  c a m e  t r u e .  T h e y  

w e r e  p r o p h e t i c .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  a n d  i n  t h o s e  

d a y s ,  a l t h o u g h  d e e p ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e l e p a t h y  b e c a u s e  o f  w a k in g  

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i t  n e v e r  s t r u c k  m e  t h a t  t e l e p a t h y  m i g h t  e n t e r  t h e  

d r e a m  l i f e .  L i t e r a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  d r e a m s  h a d  n o t  c o m e  m y  

w a y .  I  h a d  n o t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b e c o m e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  

r e a d  a n d  c o l l e c t  d r e a m  d a t a .  D r .  B o u s f i e l d ’s  b o o k ,  w i t h  i t s  

s u g g e s t io n  o f  t e l e p a t h i c  d r e a m s ,  w a s  n o t  y e t  w r i t t e n .  P r o p h e t i c  

v i s io n  ( o f t e n  o f  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  t r i v i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e )  o c c u p i e d  m y  

e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t .  T h e s e  d r e a m s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ; a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  

e x c e p t i o n  t h e y  w e r e  t r u e .  A n d  I  s e t t l e d  d o w n  t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  d r e a m  

e x i s t e n c e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  w a y  u p  t h e  h i l l  w h e r e  o n e  c o u l d  s e e  r o u n d  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  e a r t h l y  p r o g r e s s .

T h e r e  w a s  a n  a w a k e n i n g  t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s .

O n e  a f t e r n o o n ,  w h i l s t  r e a d i n g ,  I  m u s t  h a v e  f a l l e n  a s l e e p .  

I  s e e m e d  t o  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  a  l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  a w a y ,  a c t u a l l y  h a l f  

a  m ile  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f lo o r  l a n d in g  o f  a  h o u s e  p e r f e c t l y  f a m i l i a r  t o

7 °  faTr> 1 m y s e l f  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  a n d  o n l y  a c t o r .  W i t h  s t r a n g e  
d i f f ic u l t y  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  w a l k i n g  p a i n f u l l y  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  

s t a i r c a s e  S o m e t h in g  w a s  w r o n g . I  c o u ld  n o t  w a l k  p r o p e r l y .

h i s  h e lp le s s n e s s  m a d e  m e  c a u t i o u s  a s  I  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  f l i g h t
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o f  s t e p s  l e a d i n g  d o w n  t o  t h e  h a l l ,  a n d  I  p u t  o u t  m y  h a n d ,  i n 

t e n d i n g  t o  t a k e  h o l d  o f  t h e  b a n i s t e r  f o r  s a f e t y ,  b u t  m y  h a n d  d id  

n o t  a c t  i n s t a n t l y  i n  o b e d i e n c e  t o  m y  w i l l .  A f t e r  w h a t  s e e m e d  

t o  m e  a n  i n t e r m i n a b l e  t i m e ,  t h e  a r m  m o v e d  s l o w l y  a n d  a t  l a s t  

I  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c a t c h i n g  h o l d  o f  t h e  r a i l .  T h e n  b e g a n  a  l o n g  

a n d  p e r i l o u s  d e s c e n t .

A t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  t h e  d r e a m ,  i t  s e e m e d  q u i t e  n a t u r a l  t h a t  

I  s h o u ld  b e  d e c r e p i t ,  b u t  w h e n  h a l f w a y  d o w n  t h e  s t a i r s  i t  s t r u c k  

m e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w a s  w r o n g .  A n  a c c i d e n t  m u s t  h a v e  

h a p p e n e d .  I  h a d  b e e n  h u r t ,  i l l ,  l o s t  m y  m e m o r y  i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l ,  

a n d  h a d  n o w  r e a l i s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I  w a s  a  c r i p p l e .  

L o o k i n g  d o w n , t o  m y  s u r p r i s e  I  s a w  t h a t  I  w a s  i n  m a l e  a t t i r e ,  

a n d ,  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  v i e w ,  w i t h  w h a t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  

e f f o r t  o f  t h e  w i l l ,  I  s o m e h o w  d e t a c h e d  m y s e l f  f r o m  t h a t  p o o r  

b o d y  a n d  s t o o d  b y  i t s  s i d e .  I t  w a s  t h e n  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  l o o k i n g  

a t  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  w h o m  I  r e c o g n i s e d ,  a n d  w h o  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e d  a  

s lo w  d e s c e n t  d o w n  t h a t  t e r r i b l e  s t a i r c a s e .  I n e x p r e s s i b l y  r e 

l i e v e d ,  I  a w o k e  t o  f in d  m y s e l f  s a f e  a t  h o m e ,  d e s p e r a t e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

in  t h e  w h o le  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  w a s  t e l e p a t h y .  A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  

m y  c o u s i n ,  M a jo r  M o n t e i t h ,  w a s  a c t u a l l y  c o m i n g  d o w n s t a i r s .  

T h e  t i m e  w a s  t h r e e  o ’c l o c k  e x a c t l y .

W i t h i n  a n  h o u r  w e  m e t  a n d  d is c u s s e d  i t .  T h e  c h a n c e  o f  

t h e  d r e a m  b e i n g  t r u e  w a s  u n l i k e l y .  H e  a n d  I  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  

a r r a n g e d  t o  m e e t  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  m u t u a l  f r i e n d  f o r  t e a  a t  

h a l f - p a s t  f o u r .  B e i n g  a n  i n v a l i d ,  h e  v e r y  s e l d o m  m a d e  t w o  

e n g a g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  a f t e r n o o n ,  a n d  i t  w o u ld  b e  a n  h o u r  

b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  h o m e .  B u t  a s  i t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  d a y ,  f e e l i n g  b e t t e r ,  

h e  d e c id e d  t o  p a y  a  c a l l  b e f o r e  g o i n g  o n  t o  t h e  t e a  p a r t y  a n d  

h e  w a s ,  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  m y  d r e a m ,  c o m i n g  d o w n s t a i r s  e x a c t l y  

a s  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  d e s c r i b e .

T h i s  w a s  a  t u r n i n g - p o i n t  i n  d r e a m  e x p e r i e n c e .  U n t i l  t h a t  

t i m e ,  I  h a d  k n o w n  m y s e l f  a s  a  c o n s c i o u s  s p e c t a t o r  o f  f u t u r e  e v e n t s .  

N o w  I  w o u ld  f in d  m y s e l f  w o n d e r in g  i n  a  d r e a m  i f  I  w e r e  s h a r i n g  

a n o t h e r ’s  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  i n t e r e s t  o f  d a i l y  l i f e  b e c a m e  

a  p a r t  o f  t h e  d r e a m  e x p e r i e n c e .

A l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a d  t o  b e  v e r i f i e d  b y  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h a t  

o t h e r  p e r s o n  w h o  w a s  m i x e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  d r e a m ,  a n d  I  c a m e  t o  

p r o v e  a  g r e a t  m a n y  d r e a m s  a s  t r u e ,  t e l e p a t h i c a l l y ,  w h i c h  w o u ld ,  

o t h e r w is e ,  h a v e  h a d  n o  m e a n i n g .  O n e  w a s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a  p a s t  

i n c i d e n t  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  a  s t r a n g e r .  W h y  i t  

s h o u ld  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  m y  d r e a m s  a t  a l l  i s  m o r e  t h a n  a n y o n e  

h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n .
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I t  h a p p e n e d  d u r in g  t h e  w a r  w h e n  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

f a r  f r o m  a n y  d a n g e r  o f  Z e p p e l in  r a i d s  o r ,  i n  f a c t ,  a n y  o t h e r  

d i s q u i e t i n g  s o u n d s  m o r e  a l a r m i n g  t h a n  a  f i r e  a l a r m .  I  h a d  b e e n  

a t t e n d i n g  r e h e a r s a l s  f o r  a n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a t  a  h o s p i t a l  fo r  

c o n v a l e s c e n t s  i n  w h i c h  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  t a k i n g  p a r t .  

T h e r e  w a s  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  t h e s e  r e h e a r s a ls ,  

a n d  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  w o u n d s  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  t o  

g o  b y  e x c e p t  o n e  o r  t w o  c r u t c h e s ,  o r  s o m e  b a n d a g e s  w h i c h  s h o w e d  

o b v i o u s l y  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  f o o t  o r  l e g  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  i n ju r e d .  T h e  

m a n  in  m y  d r e a m  w a s ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  u n i n ju r e d .  H e  w a s  d r e s s e d  

a t  t h e  r e h e a r s a l  i n  a  p o l i c e m a n ’s  u n i f o r m .

I n  t h e  d r e a m  I  w a s  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  m a n .  H e  w a s  

t a l k i n g  e a r n e s t l y  a n d  a s  h e  t a l k e d  h e  h e l d  o u t  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d ,  

p a l m  u p p e r m o s t ,  f o r  m e  t o  s e e .  I  l o o k e d  a t  i t ,  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r 

s t a n d  h i s  m e a n i n g ,  f o r  w h a t  h e  s a i d  w a s  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  A s  I  d id  

s o ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  t e r r i f i c  r e p o r t  a t  m y  s i d e  a n d  I  ( n o t  h e )  w a s  k n o c k e d  

d o w n  w i t h  s o m e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  a w o k e  t o  f in d  m y  h e a r t  b e a t i n g  

f u r i o u s l y ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  p h y s i c a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  a  s u d d e n  f r i g h t ,  a s  i f  

i t  h a d  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d .

W e  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  n o  f i r e  a l a r m  w h i c h  

m ig h t  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  d r e a m ,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  w a s  

t h a t  a  d o o r  m i g h t  h a v e  b a n g e d  a n d  c a u s e d  m y  f r i g h t .  H o w e v e r ,  

s e e in g  t h e  p o l i c e m a n  t h e  n e x t  d a y  I  t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  

a s k in g  h i m  w h e r e  h e  h a d  b e e n  w o u n d e d .  C u r i o u s l y  e n o u g h ,  w e  

w e r e  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  a s  in  t h e  d r e a m .  I n  r e p l y  h e  

h e ld  o u t  h i s  h a n d ,  p a lm  u p p e r m o s t ,  a n d  t o l d  m e ,  a s  I  w a s  t r y i n g  

t o  s e e  t h e  m a r k s  o f  t h e  w o u n d , t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  s l i g h t ,  s o  

s l i g h t ,  in  f a c t ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  i d e a  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  h a d  h a p p e n e d  

u n t i l  h e  s a w  t h e  b lo o d  f lo w in g . W h i l e  h e  w a s  e x a m i n i n g  i t  t o  

d e c id e  i f  i t  w a s  s e r io u s  e n o u g h  t o  j u s t i f y  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  d r e s s in g  

s t a t i o n ,  a  s h e l l  b u r s t  a t  h i s  s id e ,  k n o c k i n g  h i m  d o w n  a n d  c a u s i n g ,  

w i t h  t h e  w r e c k a g e  o f  t h e  g u n s ,  a  b r o k e n  a r m ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  
h im  b a c k  t o  B l i g h t y .

M y  b o m b  w a s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  ; t h e  w o u n d  i n  t h e  p a l m  o f  t h e  

h a n d  w a s  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  d r e a m . B u t  b o m b ,  p a l m ,  

p o l ic e m a n ,  a n d  t h a t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g  k n o c k e d  

d o w n , a l l  h a d  a n  a c t u a l  c a u s e  i n  h i s  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w h e n ,  a t  

t h e  m o m e n t  o f  t h e  e x p lo s io n ,  m y  i d e n t i t y  h a d  m e r g e d  i n  h i s ,  
a n d  I  s h a r e d  h i s  f a l l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  m y  o w n .

,  ?i.h e  t,e l e p a t h l c  d r e a m  d o e s  n o t  a lw a y s  t h r e a t e n  t h e  i d e n t i t y  
d r e a m e r .  S u c h  e x p e r i e n c e s  c a n  b e  a s  d e t a c h e d  a s  a  

t e t e - a - t e t e  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  a s  i m p e r s o n a l  a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e
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d r a m a ,  a s  w e  k n o w  t h e m  i n  l i f e .  B u t  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d r e a m s  i s  

t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  w h i c h  a r e  g o v e r n i n g  l a w s  n o t  y e t  u n d e r 

s t o o d ,  a n d  t h a t  s t r a n g e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e s  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  i s  a l w a y s  t o  b e  w e l l  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  m a n y  

d r e a m s  w h i c h  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  v i v i d  a n d  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .

S o m e  p e o p l e  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h i s  t e l e p a t h i c  

i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  o t h e r s .  B u t ,  a w a r e  o f  t h e  f a c t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

s h a k e  o f f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  d r e a m  a s  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

I t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  m e m o r y ,  o f  c a r r y i n g  t h i s  m e m o r y  p a s t  t h e  

t h r e s h o l d  o f  s l e e p .  T h e n ,  a s  f a r  a s  o n e  m a y  t e l l ,  i s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  

r e t a i n e d  in  d r e a m s .

WELSH DUSK ( T o  e . k .)

B y  T E R E S A  H O O L E Y

G r e y  i n  t h e  t w i l i g h t  

T h e  lo w  c l o u d s  t r a i l  

O v e r  t h e  m o u n t a i n s —

A  r a g g e d  v e i l .

D i m  g r o w s  t h e  h e a t h e r  

A s  d a r k n e s s  f a l l s ;

D o w n  i n  t h e  r u s h e s  

A  c u r l e w  c a l l s .

S l o w  r a i n  a t  t w i l i g h t ,

A  s e a - b i r d ’s  c r y ,

C lo u d s  o n  t h e  h i l l s i d e  

D r i f t i n g  b y  . . .

O l d e r  t h a n  m e m o r y ,  

D e e p e r  t h a n  t e a r s —

W h a t  s o r r o w  c l a i m s  m e  

O u t  o f  t h e  y e a r s  ?

W h e r e  h a v e  I  k n o w n ,  e r e  

B i r t h  w a k e n e d  m e ,

D u s k  o r g r e y  m o u n t a i n s  

A b o v e  a  g r e y  s e a  ?
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N U M E R A L S  a n d  l e t t e r s  i n  o c c u l t  t e a c h i n g  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to  

i n d i c a t e  o r  s y m b o l i s e  t w o  r e l a t e d  p h a s e s  o f  o n e  g r o u p  o f  p o w e r s , 

r e l a t i n g  t o  s p a c e - o r d e r - p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e  v i b r a t i o n s  i n  t h e m . 

A c t u a l  f o r m ,  in  t h r e e  d im e n s io n s ,  c o m p r i s e s  a n o t h e r  s u c h  g r o u p , 

w h i le  r h y t h m i c  o r  m u s i c a l  s o u n d  i s  y e t  a n o t h e r .  I n  d u e  s e q u e n c e ,  

t h e s e  w r i t t e n  s y m b o ls  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  d o w n  i n  t w o  d im e n s io n s  a s  

g r a p h i c  s ig n s  t o  i n d i c a t e  l e t t e r s  a n d  n u m b e r s .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  

e x o t e r i c  v i s i b l e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  i n  m a n ’s  o w n  w o r k ,  o f  s o m e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  S a c r e d  W o r d .  W h e r e v e r  t h e y  o r i g i n a t e ,  e a c h  s e r ie s  i s  a  

s y s t e m ,  m o r e  o r  le s s  c o m p l e t e ,  i n  w h i c h  e v e r y  s y m b o l  h a s  m e a n in g  

o n l y  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e m a i n d e r .  E a c h  s y s t e m  s u p p l i e s  a  m e n t a l  

s y m b o lo g y  in  w h ic h  t h e  m in d  c a n  w o r k  l o g i c a l l y  a n d  m a y  e v e n  

s u p e r s e d e  lo g ic  a f t e r  m a s t e r y .

T h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h o u g h t  m a y  w o r k  i n  a n y  m o d e  a n d  e a c h  

m e t h o d  m a y  b e  e x p r e s s e d  v i s u a l l y  i n  s e v e r a l  s y s t e m s .  H e n c e  

t h e  H e b r e w  l e t t e r - s y s t e m  h a s  a  d i r e c t  e s o t e r i c  e q u i v a l e n t  in  

n u m b e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p h o n e t i c  s y s t e m  i n  n a m e s  a n d  w o r d s ,  a n d  

a n o t h e r  i n  c h a n t ; e a c h  l e t t e r - f o r m  s y m b o l i s i n g  a  b a s i c  s o u n d , 

a  r o o t  i d e a ,  a n d  a  m a s s - n u m b e r .  A n d  l i k e  t h e  z o d i a c a l  s ig n s ,  

t h e y  h a v e  a  m u t u a l  r e l a t i o n  i n  d u e  o r d e r  w h e n  p l a c e d  t o g e t h e r ,  

a s  n u m e r a l s ,  a s  s o u n d s ,  a s  i d e a s .  T h i s  g e o m e t r i c  u n i t y  a m o n g  

n u m e r a l  e n t i t i e s  w a s  e m p h a s is e d  m o r e  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  s y s t e m s ,  

s u c h  a s  t h e  t r i g r a m s  o f  F u  H s i ,  a n d  i n  t h e  R o m a n  l e t t e r s  w h ic h  

b e c a m e  c u r r e n t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  P y t h a g o r a s .  I n  t h e m  t h e  

o c c u l t  v a l u a t i o n  w a s  n o t  c e n t r e d  o n  n u m e r a l  e q u i v a l e n t s  s o  

m u c h  a s  u p o n  g e o m e t r i c a l  o r  f o r m a l  v a l u e s  t h a t  w e r e  h id d e n  

b e h in d  t h e i r  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  a r t i s t i c  f o r m .  T h e s e  l e t t e r - f o r m s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  p o s s e s s  a  c e r t a i n  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r  p h a s e  o f  

m o d e r n  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  i n  t r i g o n o m e t r y ,  o r  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  

a n g le s .  H e r e  t h e  r o o t  i d e a  i s  e x p r e s s e d  g e o m e t r i c a l l y ,  a n d  w a s  

n o t  d e r iv e d  f r o m  p ic t u r e s .  I t  i s  b o u n d  u p  in  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  

w i th  t h e  G r e e k  s c i e n c e  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t ,  f r o m  w h i c h  p r o c e e d e d  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  g e o m e t r y ,  r e c e n t l y  
r e d is c o v e r e d  a n d  n a m e d  “  d y n a m i c  s y m m e t r y . ”

T h i s  g e o m e t r i c a l  s y s t e m ,  d e v e lo p e d  f r o m  E g y p t i a n  m e t h o d s ,  

w a s  a  t h o r o u g h ly  lo g i c a l  m e t h o d  o f  q u a d r i n o m e t r y ,  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  

m a t h e m a t i c a l  a n d  e x a c t  in  e s s e n c e .  I t  w a s  n o t  w o r k e d  o u t  in  

a n y  r e c t  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  G r e e k  l e t t e r - s y s t e m ,  t h o u g h  i t  h a d  

c e r  a m  p  a s e s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  G r e e k  m u s i c a l  m o d e s  a n d  

s e a  e s . t  w a s  u s e d  u p o n  t h e  a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  o f  t e m p l e s — in
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b u i ld i n g  a n d  s t a t u a r y ,  i n  m a r b l e  a n d  m e t a l .  A  G r e e k  t e m p l e  

w a s  a  c o m p l e t e ,  s y s t e m a t i c  m a t h e m a t i c a l  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  N u m b e r -  

U n i v e r s e ,  s u g g e s t in g  v a r i e t y - i n - u n i t y ,  e v e n  a s  a  H i n d u  t e m p l e  

i s  a  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  F o r c e - U n i v e r s e ,  t h o u g h  d e v e lo p e d  m o r e  u p o n  

l i t e r a r y  b a s e s ,  a n d  n o t  i n  g e o m e t r y .

I t  i s  f a r  a b o v e  m e r e  a r i t h m e t i c ,  w h i c h  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  o n e  

s m a l l  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a s  t h e  l o g i c  o f  s p a c e  a n d  

t i m e ; c o n s i s t i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  f o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  ( in  c r o s s  f o r m )  

a m o n g  a  s e t  o f  i n t e g e r s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  a n d  u n a l t e r i n g  m e a n i n g .  

T h e  n u m e r a l s  o f  a r i t h m e t i c  a r e  q u i t e  a b s t r a c t .  T h e y  a r e  m e n t a l  

c o n c e p t s  o f  e n t i t i e s  h a v i n g  n o  r e l a t i o n ,  a s  s u c h ,  t o  m a t e r i a l  

r e a l i t y ; f o r  t h e y  s u f f e r  n o  c h a n g e .  C o m m o n  a r i t h m e t i c  p r o 

c e e d s  f r o m  o n e  t o  n i n e ,  t h e n  f r o m  a  g r o u p  o f  t e n  t o  f u r t h e r  

q u a n t i t i e s .  T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m i n u s  q u a n t i t i e s  i s  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  

o r  u s e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  r a n k s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s .  I t  e n t e r s  c o m m o n  

a c c o u n t i n g  o n l y  a s  a  p o s i t i v e  l o s s  o r  d e b t .

I n  o c c u l t  n o t a t i o n ,  N u m b e r  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  A l p h a  t o  O m e g a ,  

f r o m  N o n e  t o  U n i t y ,  t h r o u g h  o n e  t o  t e n ,  t h r o u g h  d i s s o l u t i o n  

a n d  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  l o s s  a n d  w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  i n  s e l f -  

c o n t a i n e d  a c t i o n  i n  r h y t h m i c  e x p r e s s i o n .  A n  e x a c t  p a r a l l e l  

o c c u r s  i n  f o r m a l  p r o g r e s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  d im e n s io n l e s s  p o i n t  t h r o u g h  

d ia m e t e r  t o  c i r c l e ,  f r o m  c i r c l e  t o  s p h e r e ,  i n  a c t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  a n d  

b o u n d e d  b y  t h e  f i v e  r e g u l a r  f ig u r e s  i n  w h i c h  "  g o d  g e o m e t r i s e s . ”  

A s  g e o m e t r y  h a s  r e m a i n e d  g e n e r a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  r i g i d i t y  o f  

E u c l i d ,  s o  a r i t h m e t i c  h a s  l i m i t e d  t h e  o n c e  e s o t e r i c  d e c i m a l  s y s t e m ,  

e a c h  m o d e  h a v i n g  l o s t  i t s  d y n a m i c  q u a l i t y ,  t h o u g h  t h e  c a l c u l u s  

in  p a r t  r e s t o r e d  o n e ,  w h i le  l o g a r i t h m s  i n  p a r t  r e s t o r e d  t h e  o t h e r .

I n  m o d e r n  p r a c t i c e  t h e  d e c i m a l  s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  b a s e d  u p o n  

a n  a r i t h m e t i c a l  o r  g r o u p  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  A n  e q u a l  p r o g r e s s i o n  

o f  e q u a l  u n i t s  i s  i m p l i e d .  T o  p r o g r e s s  f r o m  o n e  u n i t  t o  t w o  a n d  

t h e n c e  t o  o n e  h u n d r e d ,  e q u a l  a n d  i d e n t i c a l  u n i t s  a r e  a d d e d ,  

s u c c e s s i v e ly  o r  i n  g r o u p s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  i n n e r  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  

d e c im a l  p o i n t .  I t  m e a n s  t r a n s f e r r i n g  u p  a  s t e p  o r  p l a n e .  O w in g  

t o  n u m e r a l  f ig u r e s  o f  i d e n t i c a l  s iz e s  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  e a c h  p i e c e  o f  

w r i t in g  a n d  p r i n t i n g ,  t h i s  f a c t o r  h a s  e s c a p e d  n o t i c e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h
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s o m e  p a r t  i s  u t i l i s e d  i n  l o g a r i t h m s  i n  a n o t h e r  n o t a t i o n .  T h e  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  d e c im a l  p o i n t ,  b e s i d e  a r i t h m e t i c a l  g r o u p  p r o g r e s s io n , 

m a y  a l s o  i m p l y  g e o m e t r i c a l  o r  d y n a m i c  p r o g r e s s i o n .  T h i s  is 

w h a t  i s  i m p l ie d  in  o c c u l t  m a s s - n u m b e r s ,  s u c h  a s  6 6 6 ,  t h e  “  N u m b e r  

o f  t h e  B e a s t . ”  T h e y  a r e  n o t  a r i t h m e t i c a l  q u a n t i t i e s .

W h e n  w e  w r i t e  1 0 .0 0  w e  m e a n  a  g r o u p  o f  t e n  i d e n t i c a l  u n its .  

W h e n  w e  w r i t e  i o o . i o o  w e  i m p l y  o n e  h u n d r e d  s u c h  id e n t i c a l  

u n i t s ,  p lu s  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  o n e - t e n t h  o f  o n e .  T h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

i s  a lw a y s  in  q u a n t i t y  a n d  n e v e r  i n  p o w e r  o r  q u a l i t y .  T h e  c ip h e r  

m e a n s  m e r e l y  n o - u n i t  o r  n o - t e n s ,  a n d  i s  u s e d  a s  t h e  m u lt ip l ie r  

o r  d iv i s o r  b y  t e n .  A l l  n u m b e r s  p o s s e s s  e q u a l i t y  o f  v a l u e ,  in  

s t e p s  a s  g r o u p s  o f  u n i t s .  F i v e  h a s  n o  m e a n i n g  u n l e s s  i t  i s  p r e 

c e d e d  b y  f o u r .  T h i s  e q u i l i b r a t e s  a  l i n e a r  o r  g r o u p  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  

m o v i n g  i n  l in e a r  o r d e r  i n  o n e  o f  f o u r  d i r e c t i o n s ,  m o r e  o r  l e s s  in  

g r o u p s ,  m o r e  o r  l e s s  i n  s t e p s ,  i n  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o r  d i v i s i o n ,  a d d i t io n  

o r  s u b t r a c t i o n .

I n  t h e  R o m a n  n o t a t i o n  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  i d e n t i t y  w a s  n e v e r  

c o m p l e t e l y  i n s i s t e d  u p o n .  I t  w e n t  o n l y  u p  t o  f o u r .  C o n v e r s e ly ,  

a  v a s t  e m p h a s is  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  m a s s - n u m b e r s  b y  th e  

s e l e c t i o n  o f  g e o m e t r i c  l e t t e r - s h a p e s  t o  s y m b o l i s e  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e s e

le a d in g  n u m b e r s .  T h e s e  l e t t e r - f o r m s  t h e n  b e c a m e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

a c c e p t e d  a s  o u r  f a m i l ia r  R o m a n  n u m e r a l s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  a ls o  

l e t t e r s ,  in  I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  I I I I  o r  I V ,  V ,  V I ,  V I I ,  V I I I ,  I X  a n d  X .  

T h i s  s e r ie s  o f  s y m b o ls  s u p p l ie s  a  s e t  o f  n u m e r a l s  w h i c h  o b v i o u s l y  

r a n g e  a b o u t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  m a s s - v a l u e s ,  o n e  a t  e a c h  e n d ,  a n d  o n e  

in  t h e  m id d le ,  a s  I ,  V  a n d  X .  H e n c e  t h e y  d i f f e r  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  

t h e  m o d e m  u s e  o f  t h e  H i n d u - A r a b i a n  n u m e r a l s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  

a p p a r e n t  u n r e l a t e d  c u r v e s .  P l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  m a t r i x  s q u a r e  t h e  

o r ig in  o f  t h e  f o r m s  I ,  V  a n d  X  b e c o m e s  c l e a r .  T h e y  g i v e  t h e  

v e r t i c a l  d ia m e t e r ,  t h e  c r o s s  a n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  c r o s s ,  s h o w i n g  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  i  a n d  t h e  i o ,  t h e  V  b e in g  h a l f  o f  t h e  X  i n  f o r m  
a s  w e ll  a s  i n  v a l u e .

H a v in g  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  i d e n t i c a l  i n t e g r a l  u n i t s ,  

w e  c a n  u s e  t h e  i d e a  o f  g r a d e s ,  p l a n e s  o r  p o w e r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a l l  

t h e  o c c u l t  m a s s - n u m b e r s .  B e s i d e s  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e m  i n t o  l e t t e r s ,  

w h ic h  d o  n o t  a lw a y s  g iv e  w o r d s ,  w e  c a n  t r a n s l a t e  t h e m  i n t o  f o r m s .
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T h e  m a s s - n u m b e r  6 6 6 ,  a s  u s u a l l y  w r i t t e n  i n  t h r e e  i d e n t i c a l  

n u m e r a l s ,  c o n v e y s  n o t h i n g ,  n o r  d o  l e t t e r - v a l u e s  h e l p  m u c h .  

B u t  t a k i n g  t h e  n u m e r a l s  a s  k e y - f o r m s  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  

a  q u a n t i t y ,  a s  a  s e t  o f  v a r y i n g  p o w e r ,  w e  t h e n  f in d  w e  h a v e  :

W e  t h e n  h a v e  t h r e e  s p i r a l s  i n  t h r e e  p o w e r s  o r  g r a d e s  ; a n d  

w e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  I n v o l u t i o n ,  o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  t h e  B e a s t .  I t  s y m b o l i s e s  t h e  i n v o l u t i o n  i n t o  m a t t e r  o f  s o u l  

a n d  s p i r i t ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  t h e  m e d i a l  p o i n t ,  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  p e r f e c t  

a n im a l .  B y  a d d i n g  3 3 3  a r i t h m e t i c a l l y  w e  g e t  9 9 9 .  B y  a d d i n g

t h e  C h r i s t  n u m b e r  w e  g e t  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  E v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  t h r e e  

p la n e s  o n  t h e  o u t g o i n g  s p i r a l .  T h i s  m a s s - n u m b e r  n e e d s  b u t  a  

f u r t h e r  O n e  t o  b e c o m e  r e s o l v e d  i n t o  1 0 0 0 ,  a g a i n  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  

g e o m e t r i c a l ly .  A n d  e q u a l  t o  i t  i s  t h e  R o m a n  m a s s - n u m b e r  M

A  p a r a b l e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  i n  t h e  “  N i n e t y - a n d - n i n e  s h e e p  ”  t h a t  

w e r e  s a f e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e e k  a n d  f in d  t h e  “  l o s t  o n e  ”  

t o  a t t a i n  t h e  f in a l  c o n s u m m a t i o n .

N e x t  w e  m a y  e x a m i n e  t h e  s a c r e d  n u m b e r  7 ,  w h i c h  i s  w e l l  

k n o w n  a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l i f e  a n d  v i b r a t i o n ,  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  d y n a m i c  

n u m b e r .  I t  c a n  v i b r a t e  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  f i x e d  a n d  s t a t i c  ; 

w h i le  in  f a c t  i t  i s  a  h a l f  a n s w e r i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  h a l f  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  

u n i t ; o r  a  s y m b o l  v i b r a t i n g  t o  o t h e r  s y m b o l s  w h e n  r e p e a t e d  

w i t h  i t s e l f ,  a s  7 7 7 .  W h e n  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  i t s  o t h e r  h a l f — n o t

MATHEMATICAL
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i t s  d u p l i c a t e — i t  p r o d u c e s ,  n o t  a  n u m e r a l  w e  k n o w ,  b u t  a  t r i a n g l e .  

T h e  c r o s s  b a r  o f  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  n u m e r a l  F  i s  o f  f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  

h e r e .

T h e  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  n u m b e r  t o  s e v e n  i s  f o u r .  T o  v i t a l  s e v e n  

w e  o p p o s e  s t a t i c  f o u r  : t o  v i b r a t i o n  a n d  v i t a l i t y  w e  s e t  t h e  

f ix e d  s q u a r e  o r  c u b e  o f  e a r t h ,  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  a l t e r e d  w i t h o u t  

lo s in g  t h e  c u b e  f o r m .  I n  g r a p h i c  f o r m  t h e  n u m e r a l  4  m a k e s  

f o u r  p o i n t s  o n  a  c o n t a i n i n g  s q u a r e  i n  a  c e r t a i n  r e l a t i o n .  O n e  

o f  t h e  t w o  p o s s ib le  p o s i t i o n s  d i s p la y s  t h e  i n v e r t e d  7 ,  b u t  c lo s e d  

b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a r .  N u m e r a l  4 ,  m i d w a y  b e t w e e n  

1  a n d  7 ,  i s  m a d e  o f  b o t h  t h e i r  f o r m s  jo i n e d  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  t h e  e a r t h  

i s  m a d e  o f  b o t h  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t - b o r n  a n d  t h e  s e v e n  v i b r a 

t io n s ,  a s  t h e y  m e e t  h a l f w a y .

T h e  n u m e r a l  8  i s  d o u b le  o f  4  i n  a r i t h m e t i c a l  v a l u e ,  b u t  in  

o c c u l t  m a t h e m a t i c s  i t  i s  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  E t e r n i t y  o r  B a l a n c e .  

I n  d u a l  f o r m  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  c i p h e r  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a t  

b a l a n c i n g  t h e  c i p h e r  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e l y  s m a l l ; a s  O m e g a  a n d  

O m ic r o n ,  t h e  b i g  0  a n d  t h e  l i t t l e  0 , t h e  s a m e  b u t  d i f f e r e n t ,  o n e  

a b o v e  a n d  o n e  b e lo w . F o r m a l  w r i t i n g  h a s  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e r 

s i s t e n c e  t o  t h i s  t im e .  H e r e  t h e  l e t t e r - f o r m  0 ,  w i t h  i t s  l e a d i n g  

v o w e l - s o u n d  a n d  o p e n  c r e a t i v e  v i b r a t i o n ,  w h e n  b i g  u p h o l d s  t h e  
l e s s e r  f o r m .

T e n ' i s  t h e  G r e a t  N u m b e r  i n  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  s y s t e m ,  y e t  i t  

i s  n o t  f o r m e d  f r o m  o u r  n u m e r a l s ,  1 a n d  0 ,  a s  u n i t  a n d  c i p h e r ,  

b u t  a s  u n i t  w i t h i n  t h e  c i p h e r .  I n  t h i s  t h e  c r e a t i n g  o f  t h e  u n i t  

a t  t h e  s a m e  s t r o k e  p r o d u c e s  t h e  d u a l i t y  o f  t w o  h a l v e s  ; a n d  t h e  

t r i n i t y  o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e  s t r o k e  p lu s  t w o  h a l v e s  g i v e s  a  t r i n i t y ,  
w h ic h  i s  e a s y  t o  s e e  in  g e o m e t r i c a l  f o r m .



NUMBER AND FORM 39

I n  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  N u m b e r  c l a r i f i e d  b y  g e o m e t r y  w e  p e r c e i v e  

c e r t a i n  p o w e r s  s y m b o l i s e d .  E a c h  l i n e  i s  t h e  t r a c e  o f  m o v i n g  

e n e r g y  f r o m  a  l a y a  p o i n t  o r  p o w e r ,  b u t  t h e  t r a c e  i s  a t  t h e  s a m e  

t i m e  c o n t i n u o u s  ; a n d  i t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f o r m  a  t r a c e  o f  l i n e  o v e r  

a  p l a n e ,  a n d  o f  p l a n e  t o  p r o d u c e  a  s o l id .  I t  d o e s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  

w o r k  t h u s  s u c c e s s i v e l y  b u t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  y e t  w e  c a n  a p p r e h e n d  

i t  b y  p r o d u c i n g  a  g e o m e t r i c a l  s o l id .  N u m b e r  i s  e t e r n a l l y  w o r k i n g  

i n  c o n ju n c t i o n  w i t h  f o r m ,  f o r  t h e  s o u n d  t h a t  i s  t h e  v i b r a t i o n  o f  

c r e a t i v e  p o w e r  e x f o l i a t e s  f o r m  b y  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  i t s e l f ,  t h e  

r a p id  a g a i n s t  t h e  s lo w ,  t h e  s m a l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  g r e a t .  T h e  r h y t h m  

o f  f o r m  i s  s o m e t i m e s  e x p r e s s i b l e  i n  N u m b e r ,  b u t  t h o s e  r h y t h m s  

w h ic h  c a n  b e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  s t a t i c  a r i t h m e t i c  a r e  f e w  a n d  w e a k  

in  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h o s e  w h i c h  c a n n o t  t h u s  b e  e x p r e s s e d .  I t  i s  

t h e  e n d e a v o u r  t o  m e a s u r e  l i f e  b y  a r i t h m e t i c a l  l o g i c  w h i c h  h a s  

le d  s c i e n c e  a s t r a y .  H a v i n g  r e c o g n i s e d  R e l a t i v i t y  a s  d e p o s i n g  

t h e  r ig id  l o g i c  o f  a r i t h m e t i c  a n d  o f  E u c l i d ,  i t  c a n  r e c o v e r  b y  

r e s o r t i n g  t o  v i t a l  d y n a m i c  N u m b e r ,  t u r n i n g  f r o m  m a t t e r  t o  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  u s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  m e a s u r i n g  r o d s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  g r a d e s  

o f  f o r m .  H u m a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  m o v i n g  f r o m  i n s t i n c t  t o  i n 

t u i t i o n ,  c h a n g e s  i n  i t s  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  g r a s p  o f  m a t h e m a t i c a l  f o r m  

a n d  n u m b e r  a s  e x a c t l y  a s  i t  d e v e lo p s  i n  p a r a l l e l  p h a s e s  o f  

lo g ic .  B u t  t h a t  m u s t  b e  l e f t  f o r  l a t e r  t r e a t m e n t .



ASLEEP AMONG THE DEAD
B y  F L O R A  M .  F O X

A n  i n c i d e n t  t o l d  b y  m y  b r o t h e r ,  C .  P .  F o x ,  C . E .

I  W A S  o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  o n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  M a h r a t t a  R a i l w a y  

R a t h e r  l a t e  o n e  e v e n in g  I  a r r i v e d  n e a r  C a s t l e  R o c k  i n  t h e  C a n a r a  

ju n g l e .  I  h a d  l e f t  m y  i n s p e c t i o n - c a r r i a g e  a t  L o n d a ,  t h e  p o in t  

w h e r e  t h e  l in e  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  b u s y  le v e l l in g  

f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  w a y  t o  C a s t l e  R o c k .

B e s i d e s  m y  u s u a l  s t a f f  o f  t r o l l e y - m e n ,  c h a i n - h o l d e r s ,  a n d  t h e  

l i k e ,  I  h a d  w i t h  m e  m y  o ld  a n d  f a i t h f u l  “  b o y  ”  a n d  m y  M o 

h a m m e d a n  b e a r e r ,  N a b i .  A s  t h e r e  w e r e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  b i g  g a m e  

c lo s e  a t  h a n d — t o  w i t ,  b i s o n ,  b e a r ,  p a n t h e r  a n d  t i g e r ,  b e s id e s  

b l a c k  b u c k  a n d  o t h e r  d e e r — I  h a d  m y  s h o o t i n g  k i t  w i t h  m e  

a n d  h a d  s o  f a r  b e e n  l u c k y  w i t h  m y  b a g .  N o t  f a r  f r o m  C a s t le  

R o c k  w a s  t h e  d a k  b u n g a lo w  w h e r e  I  p r o p o s e d  p a s s i n g  t h e  n i g h t .

I t  w a s  a  d a r k ,  m i s t y  e v e n in g ,  a n d  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  m o o n  r o s e  

i t  o n l y  c r e a t e d  a  s o r t  o f  p a l e  t w i l i g h t ,  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  

u s u a l  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  a n  I n d i a n  n i g h t .  T h e  b u n g a l o w  w a s ,  l ik e  

m o s t  d a k s ,  n o t  o f  a n  i n v i t i n g  a p p e a r a n c e .  O n  e n t e r i n g ,  I  f o u n d  

m y  s e r v a n t s  h a d  a r r a n g e d  t h i n g s  a s  b e s t  t h e y  c o u l d ,  a n d  d in n e r ,  

a p p a r e n t l y  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  n o w h e r e ,  w a s  r e a d y .  H a v i n g  d in e d , 

I  s t r e t c h e d  m y s e l f  o n  m y  lo n g  c h a i r  o n  t h e  v e r a n d a h  w i t h  a  

‘ b u t t y , ”  a n d  b u r i e d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  n o v e l  f r o m  h o m e .  . . . 

T i m e  w e n t  b y ,  b u t  I  w a s  l o t h  t o  t u r n  i n ,  a s  t h e  s l e e p i n g  a p a r t 

m e n t  w a s  s t u f f y  a n d  n o t  t o o  c l e a n .  S o  I  d i r e c t e d  m y  s e r v a n t s  

t o  b r in g  m y  c a m p - b e d  o u t s i d e  o n  t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  w h i c h  t h e y  

d id  : a n d  h e r e  I  l a y  d o w n  in  t h e  s o f t  n i g h t  a i r ,  a n d  w a s  s o o n  

a s le e p . I  h a d  n o t i c e d ,  o n  m y  a r r i v a l ,  a n  o ld  d is u s e d  b u r i a l -  

g r o u n d  n e a r  t h e  b u n g a lo w ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e y  t o m b s  r i s i n g  e e r i l y  in  

t h e  m i s t ,  b u t  h a d  n o t  g i v e n  i t  m u c h  t h o u g h t  e x c e p t  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  

lu r k in g  p la c e  f o r  g a m e .  S o  I  h a d  m y  t r u s t y  h e a v y - b o r e  b e s i d e  
m e  a s  I  s l e p t .

I  s l e p t ,  b u t  “  w i t h  o n e  e y e  o p e n ,”  a s  b e f i t t e d  t h e  t i m e  a n d  

p la c e .  M y  s lu m b e r s  w e r e  l i g h t .  J u d g e ,  t h e n ,  o f  m y  a m a z e m e n t  

w h e n  I  s u d d e n ly  f o u n d  m y s e l f  b r o a d  a w a k e — n o t  o n  t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  

u t  o u t  in  t h e  o ld  b u r i a l - g r o u n d ,  m y  b e d s t e a d  w e d g e d  i n  b e t w e e n  
t w o  c r u m b l in g  t o m b s  !

I  w a s  u p  in  a  m o m e n t ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  i n  a n  u n r e a s o n in g  f u r y .

o  s  o u t  f o r  t h e  s e r v a n t s ,  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  p a i n s  o f
10



ASLEEP AMONG THE DEAD 41

d e a t h  f o r  d a r i n g  t o  p l a y  t h i s  j o k e  o n  m e ,  w a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  a n  

i n s t a n t .

I  f o u n d  t h e m  s o u n d  a s l e e p ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e y  s a w  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  m y  b e d ,  t h e y  t r e m b l e d  a s  w i t h  a n  a g u e ,  p r o t e s t i n g  w i t h  e v e r y  

s o le m n  o a t h  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  h a d  n o  h a n d  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  M y  

b e d  w a s  d is lo d g e d  w i t h  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t y — s o  f i r m l y  w a s  i t  w e d g e d  

— a n d  m o v e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h .  I  w a s  r e s o l v e d  t o  h a v e  n o  

m o r e  t r i c k s .  S o  I  l a y  a w a k e ,  h o l d i n g  m y  r i f l e  a t  m y  s i d e .

Y e t  I  m u s t  h a v e  d o z e d  o f f ,  f o r  I  w a s  a r o u s e d  b y  a  s t r a n g e  

m o v e m e n t  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s e d  b l o w i n g  o f  t h e  d a m p  n i g h t  a i r  o n  

m y  f o r e h e a d .  T h e  s w a y i n g  c e a s e d .  I  w a s  a g a i n  b r o a d  a w a k e ,  

a n d  a g a i n ,  t o  m y  a m a z e m e n t ,  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  t h e  d e a d  ! 

I  a m  n o t  a  n e r v o u s  m a n ,  y e t  I  m u s t  c o n f e s s  t o  a  d e c i d e d  s h o c k  

w h e n  I  s a w  t h o s e  c r u m b l i n g  t o m b s  o n c e  m o r e .  H o w  d id  I  g e t  

t h e r e  ? W h o  m o v e d  m y  b e d  ? T h e  s e r v a n t s ,  I  k n e w ,  w e r e  

g u i l t l e s s ,  f o r  I  h a d  a w o k e  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  h a d  t i m e  t o  r u n  a w a y ,  

a n d  t h e i r  t e r r o r ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  I  c o u l d  s e e  w a s  n o  f a k e .  

I  d e t e r m i n e d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o  r e m a i n  w h e r e  I  w a s ,  a n d  n o t  t o  

g iv e  a n y  n o c t u r n a l  s p i r i t  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  m o v i n g  m y  c o u c h  a g a i n .  

T h e  t o m b s  p r o t e c t e d  m e  f r o m  a n y  d r a u g h t ,  a n d  I  s l e p t  p e a c e 

f u l l y ,  h a v i n g  s e t t l e d  t o  m y s e l f  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o v e  b e f o r e  a n y o n e  

w a s  a s t i r .

I  w o k e  a t  d a y b r e a k — t o  f in d  m y s e l f  b a c k  o n  t h e  v e r a n d a h  ! 

W a s  t h e  s e c o n d  i n c i d e n t  a  d r e a m  ? I  t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w a s  

— t r i e d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  e x p l a i n  a w a y  t h e  w h o le  o c c u r r e n c e ,  b u t  i n  

v a i n .  T h e r e ,  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e ,  w e r e  f r a g m e n t s  o f  g r a v e l l y  

m o s s  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  s i d e s  o f  m y  b e d s t e a d .  C u m b e r e d  a s  I  w a s  

w i t h  m y  r i f le  ( w h i c h  w a s  a l w a y s  i n  m y  g r a s p ) , I  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  

h a v e  m o v e d  t h e  b e d  m y s e l f  i n  m y  s l e e p .  S o  t h a t  w a y  o u t  h a d  

t o  b e  d is m i s s e d  !

I n d i a  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  “  l a n d  o f  r e g r e t s , ”  b u t  a l s o  a  l a n d  o f  

m y s t e r y .  I  c o u l d  n o t  h e lp  t h i n k i n g  o f  a  s t o r y  o f  K i p l i n g ’s ,  

in  w h ic h  h e  a s k s  w h e t h e r  t h e  g o d s  o f  t h e  E a s t  e x e r c i s e  p o w e r  

o v e r  u s  a t  t i m e s ,  w h e n  w e  i n v a d e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  B e  t h a t  a s  

i t  m a y ,  I  n e v e r  s o l v e d  t h e  m y s t e r y .  T h e  p r o p e r  s e q u e l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  t e r r i b l e  c a l a m i t y  e i t h e r  t o  m y s e l f  o r  t o  

s o m e  o f  m y  m e n  ; b u t  n o t h i n g  o c c u r r e d  b e y o n d  a  s l i g h t  s u p e r 

s t i t i o u s  u n e a s i n e s s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e r v a n t s ,  w h i c h  s o o n  
p a s s e d .

I  h a d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  e n d  t o  m y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  o n  t h a t  p a r t  

o f  t h e  l in e — b r o u g h t  d o w n  p l e n t y  o f  b i g  g a m e ,  a n d  e s c a p e d  
f e v e r .

D
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I  B E L I E V E  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  h y p n o t i s m  t o  b e  v e r y  m u c h  g r e a t e r  

t h a n  e v e n  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  h a d  s o m e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e m  c a r e  

t o  c o n f e s s .  T h e  f o l lo w in g  i s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  e x p e r im e n t  

I  m a d e  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e ,  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  I  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  ig n o r a n t  

a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  o n l y  t h e n  i n  m y  t e e n s .

I t  h a p p e n e d  in  m y  s t u d e n t  d a y s ,  y e a r s  b e f o r e  m o d e r n  

p s y c h o l o g y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o m p l e x e s ,  w h ic h  

a p p a r e n t l y  m a k e  u s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o u r  a c t i o n s .  I  w a s  t ir e d  

t o  d e a t h  o f  l e a r n in g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  w o r d s  a n d  t e r m s  in t e n d e d  

t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s im p le ,  y e t  i n e x p l i c a b l e  t h i n g s ,  w h i c h  t o g e t h e r  

m a k e  u p  l i f e ,  a n d ,  m a y b e ,  d e a t h .

W h i l s t  s t u d y i n g  J a m e s ’ p s y c h o l o g y ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  b e c a m e  

p r o f o u n d ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h o u g h t  a n d  a c t i o n .  I  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t ,  a s  a  c h i ld ,

I  h a d  o f t e n  d r e a m t  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  a w a k e n e d  t o  f in d  m y s e l f  d o in g  

t h e m .  I  w a s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  s o m e w h a t  a d d i c t e d  t o  w a l k i n g  i n  m y  

s le e p ,  f o r  o n c e  I  w o k e  u p  a f t e r  a  v i v i d  n i g h t m a r e  t o  f in d  m y s e l f  

s i t t i n g  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  c o ld  s t o n e  s t e p s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c e l l a r ,  t h e  

s c e n e  o f  m y  p r e v io u s  d r e a m .

I t  i s  m y  n a t u r e  t o  t h i n k  d e e p l y  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  a n d  

a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  I  b e c a m e  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  

w e  t h i n k  a b o u t ,  w e  d o ,  a s le e p  o r  a w a k e ,  i f  w e  o n l y  t h i n k  d e e p ly  

e n o u g h  a b o u t  i t .

T h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s t u d y i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a d e  u s  d i s c u s s  t h i s  

p r o b le m  r a t h e r  ¡ f r e q u e n t ly ,  a n d  s o m e h o w  o r  o t h e r — I  c a n n o t  t e l l  

e x a c t l y  w h y — t h e  p r o je c t  f o r m e d  i t s e l f  i n  m y  b r a i n  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  

t e s t  m y  b e l i e f  a n d  h y p n o t i s e  s o m e o n e ,  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h y p n o t i s m  
b e in g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s u g g e s t io n .

S o m e  t i m e  l a t e r ,  d u r in g  o n e  o f  o u r  a f t e r - s u p p e r  d is c u s s i o n s ,  

I  s p o n t a n e o u s ly  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I  t r y  t o  h y p n o t i s e  G r i e g s o n ,  

b e tw e e n  w h o m  a n d  m y s e l f  t h e r e  w a s  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p .  T h i s  

h e  r e a d i ly  a g r e e d  t o ,  a n d  p r o m is e d  n o t  t o  h o a x  m e  i n  a n y  w a y  

a n d  t r e a t  t h e  m a t t e r  q u i t e  s e r io u s ly .  W e  d e c id e d  t o  t r y  t h e  

e x p e r im e n t  in  t h e  U p p e r  D o r m , b e lo n g i n g  t o  M a c ,  a n d  t h i t h e r  

w e  h u r r ie d ly  w e n t .  T h e r e  w e r e  f iv e  o f  u s  a l t o g e t h e r  : A n  I r i s h -
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m a n ,  w h o s e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  w a s  t o  k e e p  q u i e t  f i v e  m i n u t e s  

t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  n o t  t r e a t  t h e  w h o le  m a t t e r  a s  a  j o k e  ; 

a  d o u r  S c o t ,  o f  w h o s e  s e r e n i t y  I  h a d  n o  d o u b t  w h a t e v e r ;  

t w o  N o r t h  C o u n t r y m e n ,  a n d  m y s e l f .  T h e  d o r m i t o r y  w a s  

q u i t e  a  s m a l l  r o o m ,  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  f u r n i t u r e  b e i n g  t w o  b e d s  a n d  

t w o  c a m p - c h a i r s .  M a c  t o o k  o n e  o f  t h e  c h a i r s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  

t h r e w  t h e m s e l v e s  a c r o s s  a  b e d .  T h e  g a s  w a s  t u r n e d  d o w n  a n d  

t h e  c l o c k  s t o p p e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  f a v o u r a b l e  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  G r i e g s o n  s e a t e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  c a m p - c h a i r  

w i t h  h i s  f e e t  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  t o w a r d s  t h e  e m p t y  f i r e - g r a t e .  I  s t o o d  

in  f r o n t  o f  h i m ,  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a n t e l p i e c e .  W h e n  a l l  w a s  

q u i e t  I  t o l d  h i m  t o  c l o s e  h i s  e y e s ,  m a k e  h i m s e l f  a s  c o m f o r t a b l e  

a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  r e s t  b o t h  h i s  h a n d s  e a s i l y  o n  h i s  k n e e s .

" N o w  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p u t  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d  

o n  y o u r  h e a d .  J u s t  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t  a n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e , ”  I  s a i d  

i n  a  lo w  a n d  c o n f i d e n t  t o n e .

T h a t  i s  a l l  I  t o l d  h i m  t o  d o .  T h e  o t h e r s  k e p t  t h e i r  p r o m i s e  

a n d  r e m a i n e d  p e r f e c t l y  q u i e t ,  w h i l s t  I  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l l  m y  

t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  o n e  i d e a ,  t h a t  G r i e g s o n ’s  r i g h t  h a n d  m u s t  r i s e  

i n v o l u n t a r i l y ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  r e s t  o n  h i s  h e a d .  M i n u t e s  p a s s e d .  

I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  s i l e n c e ,  o u t s i d e  n o i s e s ,  a t  f i r s t  u n n o t i c e d ,  b e g a n  

t o  a s s u m e  p r o p o r t i o n s  w h i c h  I  w a s  s u r e  w o u ld  w r e c k  o u r  e x 

p e r im e n t ,  b u t  w e  p e r s i s t e d ,  a n d  k e p t  o u r  e y e s  i n  t h e  d im  l i g h t  

g lu e d  o n  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .

S u d d e n l y  M a c  s t r a i g h t e n e d  h i m s e l f  u p  a n d  e x c i t e d l y  y e t  

q n i e t l y  p o i n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  k n e e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  G r i e g s o n ’s  

h a n d  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  r e s t i n g  o n  h i s  k n e e ,  b u t  h a d  r i s e n  a b o u t  

a n  i n c h  a n d  r e m a i n e d  s u s p e n d e d  i n  s p a c e  w i t h o u t  s u p p o r t .

T h e  e lb o w  w a s  b e n t ,  t h e  f in g e r s  q u i v e r i n g  s l i g h t l y ,  a n d  

s lo w ly ,  b y  s m a l l  b u t  p e r c e p t i b l e  j e r k s ,  t h e  h a n d  w a s  r i s i n g  

h ig h e r  a n d  h i g h e r .  A f t e r  q u i t e  a  l o n g  t i m e  i t  r e a c h e d  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  t h e  f o r e h e a d .  H e r e  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  r e m a i n ,  q u i v e r i n g  

a u d  v i b r a t i n g .  V e r y  q u i e t l y  I  s a i d ,  "  T h a t ’s  r i g h t .  J u s t  a  

l i t t l e  h i g h e r ,  i t  w i l l  s o o n  b e  t h e r e . ”  T h e  o r i g i n a l  i d e a  e v i d e n t l y  

s t i l l  p e r s i s t e d  a n d  s l o w l y  t h e  a r m  r e s p o n d e d  t o  m y  s u g g e s t i o n .  

S t r a i g h t e n i n g  i t s e l f  o u t ,  t h e  a r m  m o v e d  h i g h e r ,  a n d  w i t h  a  s i g h  

o f  p r o f o u n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a s  o f  s o m e  m i g h t y  d e e d  a t t e m p t e d  a n d  

d o n e , t h e  h a n d  f i n a l l y  r e s t e d  u p o n  t h e  c r o w n  o f  h i s  h e a d ,  h i s  

b o d y  r e l a x i n g ,  a n d  s e t t l i n g  i t s e l f  r e s i g n e d l y  i n t o  t h e  c h a i r .

I n  a  s o f t  v o i c e ,  b u t  w i t h  l i t t l e  f e a r  n o w  o f  a w a k e n i n g  h i m ,  

I  t o l d  G r i e g s o n  t o  r a i s e  h i s ' l e f t  h a n d  t o  h i s  h e a d .  A l m o s t  i m 

m e d i a t e ly  i t  c o m m e n c e d  t o  h i t  i t s e l f  f r o m  h i s  k n e e ,  a n d  b y  t h e
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s a m e  m o t i o n  o f  v i b r a t o r y  j e r k s  e v e n t u a l l y  p l a c e d  i t s e l f  o n  th e  

t o p  o f  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d .  S t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  I  h a d  a b s o l u t e  c o n f id e n c e  

i n  m y s e l f  b y  n o w  a n d  k n e w  t h a t  m y  c h u m  w a s  w h o l l y  in  m y  

p o w e r .

T u r n i n g  u p  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  t h r o w i n g  o f f  a l l  r e s t r a i n t ,  I  t o l d  h im  

t o  c l a s p  h i s  h a n d s ,  a n d  h e  s l o w l y  d id  a s  r e q u e s t e d .

“ N o w  y o u  c a n n o t  u n d o  t h e m .  T h e y  a r e  f a s t e n e d  t o g e t h e r , ’ ’

I  s a id .

H e  s t r u g g l e d  t o  d o  s o ,  s t r a i n i n g  f r a n t i c a l l y  t h i s  w a y  a n d  

t h a t  in  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e m ,  b u t  f a i l e d .  V a r i o u s  a b s u r d  

s u g g e s t io n s  w e r e  n o w  t r i e d  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  H e  r e l i s h e d  t h e  

e n d  o f  a  c a n d l e  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  w a s  c h o c o l a t e .  W a t e r  w a s  

d r u n k  a s  i f  t h e  f in e s t  o f  w i n e ,  a n d  t h e  r e a d e r  c a n  w e l l  im a g in e  

h o w  w e , a s  s t u d e n t s ,  w e r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  g o  t o  v a r i o u s  e x c e s s e s  to  

p r o v e  t h a t  G r ie g s o n  w a s  r e a l l y  a s l e e p  o r  h y p n o t i s e d .

N o  o n e  b y  t h i s  t i m e  h a d  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h e  s u c c e s s  

o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t .

A f t e r  m a n y  m i n u t e s  o f  s u c h  jo k i n g  I  s u d d e n l y  t o l d  t h e  s le e p e r  

t o  t a k e  h i s  f o o t  o f f  t h e  f i r e .  A s  I  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  

w a s  n o  f i r e ,  b u t  i f  m y  r e a d e r s  c o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  i n t e n s e  a g o n y  

d e p ic t e d  u p o n  h i s  f a c e  w h e n  I  s a i d  t h i s  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  u n d e r 

s t o o d  t h e  i m m e d ia t e  h a s t e  w i t h  w h i c h  I  a s s u r e d  h i m  t h a t  h e  

w a s  n o w  q u i t e  a l l  r i g h t  a n d  s a f e  f r o m  f e a r  o f  b u r n i n g .

A f t e r  t h i s ,  a l r e a d y  s u r p r is in g  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  e n o u g h  t o  u s  a s  

a  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o c c u r r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  o c c u r r e n c e s  
I  h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n .

H e lp in g  G r ie g s o n  t o  a  s t a n d i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  

h i s  s i s t e r  w a s  a t  t h e  d o o r  a n d  w is h e d  t o  s p e a k  t o  h i m .  W i t h  

h i s  e y e s  c lo s e d ,  h e  s lo w ly  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  w e n d e d  h i s  w a y  

a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m . O n  b e in g  t o l d  t o  s h a k e  h a n d s ,  h i s  o u t s t r e t c h e d  

h a n d  e a g e r l y  s h o o k  i n  s p a c e  w h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  h a n d  

o f  h i s  s i s t e r .  W e  w e r e  q u i e t  a g a i n  n o w  a t  t h i s  f r e s h  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

a n d  e x c i t e d l y  w a t c h i n g  w h a t  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  F o r  s o m e  t im e  

h e  n o d d e d  a s  i f  i n  r e p ly  t o  r e m a r k s  m a d e  t o  h i m  b y  h i s  s i s t e r ,  

t h e n  s u d d e n ly  h i s  a t t i t u d e  b e c a m e  m o r e  a t t e n t i v e .  H e  l o s t  

h i s  e a s y  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  m a n n e r  a n d  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  l i s t e n i n g  

i n t e n t l y .  S u d d e n ly  h e  s a i d  s h a r p l y ,  “  N o  ! N e v e r  ! W h y  i t  

h a s  b e e n  c lo s e d  d o w n  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o r  m o r e .  . . .  I  c a n ’t  

b e l i e v e  i t .  . . . M y  w o r d , t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  J a c k  

a n d  f a t h e r  w il l  n o t  h a v e  t o  w a lk  t o  L o w  W e l l  n o w , w i l l  t h e y  ? ”

I n  t h e  s i le n c e  w h ic h  f o l lo w e d  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  q u e r y  I  a s k e d
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h im  w h a t  h e  m e a n t ,  a n d  h e  t o l d  u s  t h a t  h i s  s i s t e r  h a d  j u s t  i n 

f o r m e d  h i m  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  r e o p e n  B r a n k s t o n e  P i t ,  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c l o s e d  d o w n  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  y e a r s .

A f t e r  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  d e p a r t u r e  o f  h i s  s i s t e r  I  s e n t  h i m ,  s t i l l  

h y p n o t i s e d ,  t o  h i s  o w n  d o r m i t o r y  a n d  t o l d  h i m  t o  w a k e  u p  

w h e n  t h e  e l e v e n  o ’c l o c k  b e l l  w e n t .  T h i s  h e  d id ,  a n d  a w o k e ,  

r u b b in g  h i s  e y e s  a s  i f  f r o m  a  h e a v y  s l e e p ,  j u s t  a s  I  h a d  d i r e c t e d  

h im ,  f u l l y  d r e s s e d ,  f r o m  a  b e d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  a s  a m a z e d  

a s  h i m s e l f  b y  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .

T h e  n e x t  w e e k - e n d ,  G r i e g s o n  w e n t  h o m e ,  a n d  o n  t h e  M o n d a y  

m o r n in g  f o l l o w in g  h e  i n f o r m e d  u s  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  

t h e  p i t  h e  h a d  n a m e d  w a s  a c t u a l l y  g o i n g  t o  b e  r e s t a r t e d .  A n  

e x a m p l e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o f  s i m p l e  t e l e p a t h y  b e t w e e n  h i s  s i s t e r  a n d  

h im s e l f ,  b u t  s t i l l — a  l i t t l e  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  w h e n  a l l  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d .



CORRESPONDENCE
[ T h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  

a r e  r e q u i r e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  b o n a  f i d e s ,  a n d  m u s t  i n  e v e r y  c a s e  

a c c o m p a n y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s e n t  f o r  i n s e r t i o n  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  

t h e  Occult R e v ie w .— E d .]

L I G H T  O N  T H E  P A T H  

T o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Occult Review  
Sir,— M r. B a s i l  C r u m p ’s  l e t t e r  o n  t h e  a b o v e  s u b je c t  in v o lv e s  so m e 
q u e s t io n s  w h ic h  I  b e lie v e  n e e d  f u r t h e r  d is c u s s io n . T h e  f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  
t h e  a u th o r s h ip  o f  o c c u l t  w o r k s . T o  b e  s u r e ,  i f  o n e  k n e w  e n o u g h  
o f  o c c u l t  la w  h e  c o u ld  r e a d i ly  ju d g e  o f  t h e  g e n u in e n e s s  o f  a n y  b o o k  
o n  a n  o c c u l t  s u b je c t ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  m o s t  r e a d e r s  h a v e  n o  su c h  
k n o w le d g e . A n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d is o r d e r  in  t h e  m in d  o f 
m a n , a n y o n e  w h o  c a n  s t e p  f o r t h  w i th  a  fe w  p a g e s  o f  s u ff ic ie n t ly  
h ig h -s o u n d in g  a n d  o b s c u r e  m a te r ia l ,  a  fo l lo w in g  i s  s e c u r e d . T h e  

S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  i s  a  B ib le .  B u t ,  u n l ik e  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  B i b l e ,  T h e  S e c r e t  

D o c t r i n e ,  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a n y  t r u e  t h e o s o p h is t ,  is  n o t  a  b o o k  b y  w h ic h  
a n y o n e  i s  t o  b e  d a m n e d . H e  m a y  t a k e  i t  o r  n o t  a s  h e  c h o o s e s ; 
b u t  i f  h e  d o e s  t a k e  i t  h e  c a n  b e  s u r e  o f  s o l id  g r o u n d  u n d e r  h i s  f e e t .  
O w in g  t o  t h e  la w  o f  c e n t r a l iz a t io n  a n d  p e r f e c t  o r g a n is a t io n  in  th e  
M a s te r  W o r ld  i t  is  t h e  o n e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  f a c t s  o f 
t h e  w h e n c e , w h e r e , a n d  w h ith e r  o f  m a n  a n d  t h e  c o s m o s  t h a t  i s  g iv e n  
o u t  t o  t h e  h u m a n ity  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g e . U n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f 
H ie r a r c h ia l  L a w  t h i s  w o rk  w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  tw o  M a h a t m a s  o f  th e  
T r a n s h im a la y a n  S c h o o l . T h e y  a r e  t h e  s p o k e s m e n  o f  t h e  W h it e  
L o d g e  in  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f th e  p r e s e n t  r a c e  m o v e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  o c c u l t ; 
a n d  th e  L o d g e  d o e s  n o t  c o n fu s e  is s u e s  b y  d u p l ic a t in g  i t s  w o r k . T h e  
m a jo r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t  e n d e d  in  1 9 0 0 ,  t o  b e  r e s u m e d , a c c o r d in g  
to  H .P .B . ,  in  1 9 7 5 . A n d  w e m a y  b e  s u r e  t h a t  n o  o t h e r  m o v e m e n t  
w ill  b e  c a r r ie d  o n  b y  t h a t  S c h o o l  u n t i l  t h i s  d a te .

A s  t o  L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h ,  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  o b s c u r i t y  a n d  p e r h a p s  
so m e  c o n fu s io n  a b o u t  i t s  a u th o r s h ip . S o m e  o f  t h i s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  M .C . d r o p t  a w a y  f r o m  h e r  M a s t e r ; a n d  l o s t  t h e  l ig h t  
o  t r u e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a s  a  r e s u lt .  I t  is  w e ll  k n o w n — a t  l e a s t  b y  
so m e  t h a t  h e r  b o o k s  t h a t  fo llo w e d  L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h ,  a r e  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  
d e p e n d a b le , g o o d  a s  t h e y  m a y  b e , b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  s u b s e q u e n t  b r e a k  
w ith  h e r  M a s te r .

*  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  w r it in g s  H .P .B .  r e fe r s  t o  w h e n  s h e  s a y s  t h a t  
M .C . m is in te r p r e te d  h e r  T e a c h e r ’s  th o u g h t ,  a s  s t a t e d  b y  M r . C r u m p , 
a s  a v e  n o t  h e r  w o rd s  a t  h a n d . B u t  i t  i s  e x c e e d in g ly  u n l ik e ly  

a  a n y  re  e r e n c e  w a s  m a d e  t o  L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h ,  u n le s s  s o m e  o f  
e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  w e re  w r i t t e n  o r  r e w r it te n  b y  M .C . a f t e r  h e r  M a s te r  

y>i ra w n  is  c o n t r o l .  W h e n  a  M a s te r  u n d e r ta k e s  t o  t r a n s m i t
4 6
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te a c h in g s  th r o u g h  a  c h e la  t h e  p a c t  b e tw e e n  t h e  t w o  is  m o s t  b in d in g  , 
so  m u c h  s o  t h a t  t h e  “  c h a n n e l  ”  b e c o m e s  a  l e s s e r  s e l f  o f  t h e  M a s te r  
u n t i l  t h e  w o r k  i s  c o m p le t e d . U n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d it io n s  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  
t h a t  t h e  M a s te r  s h o u ld  a l lo w  a n y  m is t a k e s  t o  s l ip  i n t o  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  
a r e  in  a n y  w is e  v i t a l  t o  i t .  W e  a r e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  n o  s o u l  i s  e v e r  c h o s e n  
fo r  s u c h  w o r k  u n le s s  t h e  M a s te r  k n o w s  b y  l iv e s  o f  t e s t i n g  t h a t  t h a t  

so u l w ill  s t a n d  t h r o u g h  i t .  H e  c o u ld  n o t  a f fo r d  t o  h a v e  i t  o t h e r w is e .

A n d  w h a t  M r . C r u m p  h o ld s  u p  a s  a  m is t a k e  in  L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h ,  

p a g e  2 5 — p r e s u m e d  b y  h im  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s l ip p e d  in  b y  M .C .’s  i m p e r f e c t  

re s p o n s e  t o  h e r  M a s te r — n e e d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  a s  s u c h .  P r o b a b l y  
M r. C r u m p ’s  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  a l l  t o o  p r e v a le n t  w i th  
r e a d e r s  o f  L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h .  I  h o p e  t o  s e t  i t  s t r a i g h t .  W h e n  h e  
q u o te s , “  S e e k  i t  ( th e  w a y )  b y  t e s t in g  a l l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  b y  u t i l i s in g  
th e  s e n s e s  in  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  m e a n in g  o f  i n d i 
v id u a l ity  ”  h e  a s s u m e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m e n t a r y  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  s e n s u a l i t y  
is  th e  p a t h  t o  i l lu m in a t io n ,  f r o m  w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  f o l lo w  t h a t  o n e  is  
to  p lu n g e  i n t o  s e n s o r y  e x c e s s e s  in  o r d e r  t o  k n o w . B u t  t h i s ,  a s  
M r. C r u m p  w o u ld  c o n t e n d ,  i s  d ia b o l i c a l .  T r u l y ,  “  T h e  e c s t a s y  o f  
se n se  is  t h e  fu l f i lm e n t  o f  p a s s io n  : t h e  e c s t a c y  o f  t h e  s o u l  i s  t h e  f r u i t  
o f  c o m p a s s io n . O n e  m u s t  d is a p p e a r  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  f o r  t h e  

tw o  c a n  n e v e r  m e e t .”  ( H i la r ió n ) .

T h e  c o m m e n t a r y  d o e s  n o t  s a y  t h a t  w e  a r e  t o  p lu n g e  i n t o  s e n s o r y  
in d u lg e n c e  in  o r d e r  t o  g e t  u n d e r s t a n d in g .  I t  t a k e s  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  l iv e  in  m o r t a l  b o d ie s  w i t h o u t  s e n s o r y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
a n d  t h a t  a l l  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  
th e  c h a n n e ls  o f  c o n t a c t  a n d  s e n s a t io n .  B u t  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  g a in s  
k n o w le d g e  ? W h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  k n o w s  ? I s  i t  t h e  s e n s o r y  s e l f  ? M e r e  
s e n s o r y  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  i t s e l f  m e a n s  n o t h in g ,  a n d  a n  e x c e s s  o f  i t  m o r e  
t h a n  n o th in g . E v e r y  s o u l  h a s  h a d ,  t h r o u g h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n c a r n a t i o n s ,  
a  s e a  fu l l  o f  s e n s o r y  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  c o m m e n t a r y  s a y s ,  “  S e e k  i t  
( tr u e  u n d e r s ta n d in g )  b y  p lu n g in g  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r io u s  a n d  g lo r io u s  
d e p th s  o f  y o u r  o w n  in m o s t  b e in g ,”  a n d  t h e n  u t i l i s e  t h e  s e n s e s  in  
o r d e r  t o  k n o w , t h e  id e a  b e in g  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  l e a r n  h o w  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w e  d o  h a v e .  F o r  h o w  m a n y  a g e s  d id  m a n  s t u f f  h is  
s to m a c h  w ith  fo o d  b e fo r e  h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  f o o d  i s  a  c h e m i c a l  a n d  
t h a t  h is  b o d y  is  a  c h e m ic a l  o r g a n is m , a n d  s o  b e g in  p u t t i n g  t h e  r i g h t  
c h e m ic a ls  in t o  h i s  b o d y  ? G l u t t o n y ,  o r  e v e n  m e r e  e a t in g ,  d id  n o t  
t e a c h  h im  t h i s ,  b u t  p a in  in  h i s  s t o m a c h  f r o m  a n  a b u s e d  d ig e s t io n  
d id  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t io n  a n d  u l t i m a t e  u n d e r s t a n d in g .  
1  h e  s e n s e s  m u s t  b e  w e ig h e d  in  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o u l ; f o r  
o n ly  t h e  K n o w e r  k n o w s , a n d  h e  d w e lls  in  “  t h e  g lo r io u s  d e p th s  o f  o u r  
in m o s t  b e in g .”  N o t  m o r e  s e n s a t io n ,  b u t  m o r e  s o u l .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  
t h e  c o m m e n ta r y  i s  t e l l in g  u s .

A s  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h ,  w h a t e v e r  “  c h a n n e l  ”  i t  m a y  
h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  o n  i t s  w a y  t o  M .C ., i t  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  M a s te r  
H ila r ió n . B u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  G r e e k  H i la r ió n .  T h i s  O n e  i s  t h e
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R e g e n t  o f  t h e  R e d  R a y ,  a n d  h i s  l in e  c o n ie s  i n t o  t h e  W e s t  o u t  of 
E g y p t .  H e  i s  t h e  M a n u  o f  t h e  F i f t h  R o o t  R a c e ,  a n d  a m o n g s t  th e  

E g y p t ia n  k in g s  w a s  R a m e s e s  I I .  H e  h o ld s  t h e  c o s m ic  o ffice  of 
A n n u n c ia to r  o f  t h e  C o m in g  O n e . H e  is  t h e  P r e p a r e r -o f - t h e - W a y ,  
t h e  J o h n - t h e - B a p t i s t  o f  t h e  in c a r n a t i n g  C h r i s t  a t  t h e  d a w n  o f each  

A v a t a r ic  A g e .
F R E D E R I C K  W H I T N E Y .

S C I E N C E ,  S E X  A N D  " O C C U L T I S M ”

T o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Occult R eview

Sir,— I h e s i t a t e  to  e n c r o a c h  o n  y o u r  s p a c e  a g a in  s o  s o o n , b u t  I h op e 
y o u  w ill  g r a n t  m e  p e r m is s io n  t o  p o in t  o u t  w h e r e in  l ie s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

e r r o r  o f  t h e  L a k e  H a r r is - L a w r e n c e  O l ip h a n t  "  o c c u l t is m  ”  v o ic e d  b y  
M rs . O l ip h a n t ,  a n d  r e fe r r e d  t o  in  t h e  N o te s  o f  y o u r  l a s t  is s u e . A 
s im ila r  f a l la c y  is  c o n ta in e d  in  t h e  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  “  T h e  L e f t  H a n d  
P a t h ,”  in  t h e  s a m e  n u m b e r  w h e r e  i t  is  s t a t e d  t h a t  s e x - f o r c e  "  c a n  b e  
s u b l im a te d  a b o v e  t h e  n a t u r a l  p la n e  o f  e x p r e s s io n .”  T h e  p e r s is te n c e  o f 
s u c h  o ld  a n d  e r r o n e o u s  t h e o r ie s  g iv e s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t io n  o f  m e n  o f 
s c ie n c e  t h a t  “  e d u c a t io n  ”  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  e le m e n ta r y  
p r in c ip le s  o f  p h y s ic s  a n d  b io lo g y . T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  la w s  o f  e n e rg y  
a r e  th e  s a m e  in  a n y  le v e l  o r  s t a t e  o f  m a t t e r ,  a n d  n o  "  o c c u l t  ”  ja r g o n  
c a n  a l t e r  th e m . B r ie f ly  :—

1. L iv in g  e n e rg ie s  a r e  i r r e v e r s ib le .  “  R e v e r s ib le  e n e r g y  ”  r e la te s  
o n ly  to  M e c h a n ic s , w h e re  th e  e n e r g y  m a y  b e  c o n v e r te d  f r o m  o n e  fo r m  
o f  p h y s ic a l  fo r c e  t o  a n o th e r  o n  t h e  s a m e  p l a n e  (s e e  a n y  t e x t - b o o k  to  
c o n fir m  th is ) .

2 . T h e r e  is  n o  k n o w n  in s ta n c e  in  p h y s ic s  o r  b io lo g y  w h e r e  a  lo w - 
le v e l e n e r g y  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  in t o  a  h ig h - le v e l  e n e r g y  e x c e p t  b y  

d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  th e  f o r m  o f  m a t t e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  e n e r g y  f u n c t i o n s ,  w h e n  
t h e  e n e rg y  is  re le a s e d , b r o k e n  in t o  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  e le m e n t s  a n d  
s c a t te r e d  in  s p a c e .

3 . R e s e a r c h e s  o f  p h y s ic is ts  a n d  c h e m is t s  in  t h e  l o w e r  le v e ls  o f  th e  
e th e r  sh o w  t h a t  p h y s io lo g ic a l  o r g a n is m s  a r e  c lo s e d  s y s t e m s ,  i s o la te d  
b y  a n  in n e r  p o s it iv e  r e s is ta n c e  t o  e x t e r n a l  b o m b a r d m e n t : t h e  o r g a n 
is m  l i v e s  in  t h is  “  f ie ld  ”  o f  is o la t io n , e x e r c is in g  i t s  “  p o w e r  o f  a d a p t a 
t io n  ”  b y  e le c t r o -c h e m ic a l  a b s o r p t io n  o f  “  l i f e  ”  f r o m  u l t r a - v io le t  
r a y s . B y  t h is  a c t i v i t y  t h e  n i t r o g e n  o f  t h e  o r g a n is m  m ix e s  w i th  th e  
o x y g e n  o f  th e  r a y s , a n d  th e  h y d r o g e n ,  a b s o r b e d  f r o m  in f r a - r e d  h e a t  r a y s ,  
co n su m e s  th e  c a r b o n  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  t h e  o r g a n is m  a s  i t  b u m s  in  t h e  
o x y g e n . H e a t  is  g e n e r a te d  in  t h e  n e r v e - s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  a n im a l  
o rg a n ism  a n d  re p le n is h e s  th e  s u p p ly  o f  n i t r o g e n  w h ic h  is  th r o w n  o ff  
a s  a  b y -p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  c o m b u s t io n .

\  T h e , io.u r fu n d a m e n ta l  m a te r ia l  b a s e s  o r  r u d im e n t a r y  " e l e 
m e n ts  o f th e  a n i m a l  o r g a n i s m  a r e  th e r e fo r e  :__
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(a )  C a r b o n  p r o p e r t ie s ,  t h e  g r o s s  p h y s ic a l  b o d y  ;
(b ) n i t r o g e n o u s  m a t e r ia l ,  t h e  e t h e r ic  o r  “  a s t r a l  c o n s t i t u e n t  ;
(c) h y d r o g e n , t h e  e t h e r ic  f ir e , “  a s t r a l  s o u l ,”  a n im a l  “  d e s ir e  ”  ;

(d )  o x y g e n , t h e  e t h e r ic  v i t a l i t y  o r  "  l i f e . ”

T h is  c o m p o u n d  r e p r e s e n ts  t h e  p h y s io lo g ic a l  c o r p o r e a l  u n i t ,  t h e  s e n t ie n t  
a n im a l, th e  d if f e r e n t  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  w h ic h  c a n  h a v e  n o  p e r m a n e n t  
s e p a r a te  o r  in d e p e n d e n t  e x i s t e n c e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  r e p r e s e n t  
th e  la t e n t ,  a b s t r a c t  in t e l l ig e n c e  w h ic h  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  a n d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
g u id e s  e v e r y  m o le c u le  in  t h e  o r g a n is m , t h e  s e n t i e n t  o p e r a t io n s  o f  w h ic h  
a r e  s y n th e s iz e d  in  th e  c e r e b e l l u m  o f  t h e  h ig h e r  a n im a ls  ; n o r  d o e s  i t  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s e l f -c o n s c io u s  in t e l l ig e n c e  o f  m a n ,  w h ic h  c a n n o t  f u n c t io n  
in  a n  a n im a l  t y p e  o f  o r g a n is m . T h e  c e r e b r u m  i s  n o t  fo u n d  f u l ly  

d e v e lo p e d  e v e n  in  t h e  h ig h e r  a n im a ls ,  fo r  i t  i s  t h e  o r g a n  o f  t h e  p e r 

c e p t i v e  f a c u l t ie s ,  o f  s e l f -c o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d in g .

5 . T h e  c e r e b e l lu m  a n d  c e r e b r u m  r e p r e s e n t  tw o  d is t i n c t  s y s t e m s  ; 
th e  f o r m e r  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o a r s e ,  m o le c u la r ,  i n s t i n c t i v e  v i b r a t i o n s  o f  
th e  lo w e r  e t h e r  im p in g in g  o n  t h e  e a r t h  ( s id e r a l  o r  a s t r a l  m a t t e r  s u r 
ro u n d s  t h e  p la n e ts )  ; t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e  s y s te m  in  w h ic h  f u n c t io n s  i n t e r 
p la n e ta r y  a t o m ic  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  h ig h  le v e ls  o f  e t h e r .  *  T h e r e  is  n o  la w  
o n  e a r t h  o r  in  h e a v e n  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  i t  p o s s ib le  t o  “  s u b l i m a t e  ”  
th e  e n e r g ie s  o f  t h e  lo w e r  s y s te m , a n d  c o n v e r t  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  h ig h e r .  
E a c h  s y s te m  d e r iv e s  i t s  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  e n e r g ie s  o f  o u r  s o la r  
s y s te m  o n  i t s  o w n  l e v e l ;  t h e  o n e , f r o m  t h e  e t h e r  b y  e l e c t r o - c h e m i c a l  
a c t io n  ; t h e  o t h e r ,  f r o m  t h e  e t h e r  b y  e le c t r o - m a g n e t ic  a c t i o n — d ir e c t  
in d u c t io n . A  n a t u r a l  a n im a l  w o u ld  a lm o s t  k n o w  t h i s  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  ; 
b u t  m a n  is  a n  u n n a t u r a l  a n im a l  a n d  t r i e s  t o  p e r v e r t  N a t u r e .

6 .  T h e  v i r i l i t y  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  s e r v e s  i t s  n a t u r a l  f u n c t io n  b y  k e e p in g  
t h e  a n im a l  a l iv e  a n d  h e a l t h y .  B y  im a g in in g  t h a t  G o d  ( ! ) ,  o r  a  s e l f -  
c o n s c io u s  “  g o d ,”  i s  o p e r a t in g  in  t h e  h e a t  o f  a n  a n im a l  o r g a n is m  
m a n  d e s c e n d s  t o  "  a n im is m  ” — o r  w o r s e . T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  

s e r v e s  i t s  f u n c t io n  b y  m a in t a in in g  t h e  h ig h e r  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  
m a n . T h is  “  g i f t  o f  t h e  g o d s  ”  m a n  c a n  m is u s e  b y  t h in k in g  a b o u t  
h is  a n im a l  s e n s a t io n s  in s te a d  o f  c e n t e r in g  h is  a t t e n t i o n  o n  h i s  o w n  
H ig h e r  im p e r s o n a l  S e l f ,  b y  w h ic h  h e  c a n  r a is e  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o u t  
o f  th e  c o r r u p t ib le  b o d y  a n d  le a r n  t o  l iv e  a n  u n s e lf is h  l i f e .  I f  h e  a t t e m p t  
to  v io la te  N a t u r e  a n d  r a is e  t h e  a n i m a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  h e  m e r e ly  
s u c c e e d s  in  d e v it a l iz in g  t h e  p h y s ic a l  b o d y  a n d  o v e r c h a r g in g  t h e  
a s t r a l  b o d y  ; a n d  t h e  p i t u i t a r y  g la n d  w o r k s  “  o v e r t im e  ”  p r o d u c in g  
"  p s y c h ic  v is io n s .”

T h e r e  is  n o  g e o g r a p h y  in  t h e  a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t s  ! T h a t  a t t r i b u t e  
o f  p h ilo s o p h y  n e v e r  e x i s t e d  u n t i l  d e l ib e r a t e ly  i n s t i t u t e d  a n d  e m 
p h a s iz e d  b y  t h e  R o m a n  C h u r c h  f o r  i t s  o w n  p u r p o s e s . T h o s e  w h o  
c o m e  u n d e r  t h is  p s y c h ic  i l lu s io n , p e r p e tu a te d  b y  s o -c a l le d  C h r i s t i a n  

m y s tic is m , w e s t e r n  “  o c c u l t is m  ”  a n d  “  C h r is t ia n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,”  a r e

H om ogeneous su bstan ce.
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unaware that the close intercourse between Asia and South Europe 
during at least eight centuries B.C until late in the declining days of 
Rome, is well authenticated, and that “ the antithesis implied in the 
modern use of the terms East and West had no application to the 
international conditions of that period.” (See A ry a n  R ule in  India, 
E. B. Havell, pp. 60, 129, 138 ; also Cotterell’s A n cien t Greece and 
Hall’s H istory o f  the N ear East.)

A crafty priesthood, “ Eastern ” or “ Western,” is always pleased 
to see men select an astral “ Form ” for a “ Master ” and obey 
" Voices ” instead of using their own common sense. If we were all 
psychics and mediums it would be delighted.

That arts, sciences, laws, and religions are transmitted, is not now 
questioned. Archaeological researches in all departments have left 
nothing that any one race or nation can call its own exclusively.

Yours truly,
W. WILSON LEISENRING.

MRS. OLIPHANT 

T o the Editor o f  the Occult R eview  
Sir,— In your last “ Notes of the Month ” occurs a passage that 
will arouse much regret in the minds of those to whom a wider 
conception of Religion marks the new era of Hope.

You cite Mrs. Oliphant’s words lamenting the fact that three 
million Christians are followers of the Baha’i faith. “ Is there any 
evidence, she asks, “ to show that Christians are well advised in 
following any sect, no matter where it may be found, which does 
not accept Jesus Christ as the supreme King of men ? . .

Could anything be more misleading ? The mission of Jesus was 
to help men to the One Truth, not to claim the human position of 
Supreme K in g , which belongs alone to God. If, in these days, sincere 

ristians follow Baha’ism, it is because they find in the Message of 
its eaders that same Truth newly expressed and developed. Can
one oubt but that Jesus must rejoice when they find further means to 
His end? J

Yet this quotation from Mrs. Oliphant is followed by one still 
T e, °U rafieous' ^ ie says : “ A man or a woman has a right to 
fi ■ +an'\ ast;er or she desires, but no one has the right to deny 
an OriArnf 1 a'm Christian privileges. If a man or woman chooses 
midst nf tu aSt̂ r or an Oriental religion, let him or her live in the
and not c irn 'il °n eV°1Ved by that Master and that religion, 
the oreaniypri a nil!sic’ *he art, the literature, the inventions, and 
supreme uositi  ̂ t lustration of Christendom, while denying the 

P P tion of the King under whom these results are obtained.”
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Was ever the narrowest sectarian guilty of such selfish politics, 
such strange profanity ? Was Jesus not Himself an Oriental Master ? 
Is not Christianity itself an Oriental religion ? Where but from the 
East has that Light of Religion come ?

Is it to deny Christ, to worship His Message from whomsoever 
It comes ? As to the Christian privileges and the civilization of 
Christendom, are they of the God, Whose Son, Jesus, died for the 
whole world,: or are they of a selfish King whom Mrs. Oliphant has 
raised to the supreme power ?

Sir, I am no Baha’i : I hold no brief for their cause. I claim this, 
and this only— to be one in the humble ranks of men, just and unjust, 
upon whom God sends His rain, and to whom He has spoken by His 
Prophets in every country and in every age.

A good Baha’i is a Christian : a good Christian is a Baha’i. A good 
Sufi may be both, or one, or neither. But Mrs. Oliphant, to quote 
the words of Baha’ullah, is drowned w ithin the sea o f  names.

Yours very truly,

RONALD A. L. MUMTAZ ARMSTRONG.

BAAL OR IS-RA-EL ?

T o the E ditor o f  the Occult R eview

Sir,— With reference to the recent letter of “ John Michael,” it may 
be of interest to some of your readers to know that the following 
definition is to be found in Cruden’s Concordance :—

“ BAALIM=idols, masters (italics mine), false gods.”

To those who know something of some of the rituals and practices 
associated with modem Baal-worship, the picture conveyed by these 
few words will appear peculiarly apt. It is a pity that the real occult 
significance of some of the Old Testament stories in this connection 
is not better known, for these have a truly astounding revelation to 
make regarding the aeon-long conflict (indicated in the heading of this 
letter) that now swiftly draws to its inevitable end.

Yours faithfully,

HEIMDALLR.
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An address on Biology and Metapsychics, delivered by Prof. Rocco 
Santoliquido before the Geneva Congress of Psychical Research, 
last spring, is the most important contribution to the latest issue 
of Revue Metapsychique. It registers the lecturer’s belief that 
science is passing from materialism to spiritualism and that this is 
the case especially with Biology. Du Bois-Reymond said, long ago, 
that the abyss between matter and thought would never be bridged, 
and just recently Hans Driesch has given the reason, namely, that 
matter does not produce thought. It follows that there is something 
in man which cannot be explained by materialistic science, and 
science acknowledges the fact. But the conclusion thus reached 
assumes a different aspect in the light of metapsychics, which demon
strates the impossibility of deducing laws of the soul from those of 
the body. There is that branch of it which is concerned with physical 
mediumship and has revealed mysterious biological laws, but there 
is a yet more mysterious side exhibited by psychic phenomena 
belonging more directly to the sphere of thought, and this includes 
Telepathy, Premonition and Prevision. It is no longer possible to 
question the existence of such faculties in man. . . . With these find
ings of Continental research we may compare the severe strictures 
of Mr. E. J. Dingwall, writing on the Evidential Value of certain 
mediumistic phenomena in the current issue of Psyche. His criticism 
is concerned with the records of “ cross correspondences,” but his 
conclusions are of wide application, affirming (i) that “ for valid 
evidence of telepathy the conditions must be far more rigid and 
accurately controlled at every stage of the experiment than has 
hitherto been the case ” ; and (2) that it behoves “ all scientific men 
to be exceedingly cautious before accepting the alleged mental 
phenomena of the mediumistic trance and the products of automatism 
as evidence of supernormal activity,” until the work has been “checked 
and counterchecked, examined independently and systematically 
earned out. In other words, everything remains to be done, so far 
as evi ential values are concerned, and after all the years of research 

Mediumsh' ^  n°  SUĈ  ^ings as Telepathy, Automatism and Trance

., âPPens on some occasions that a more considerable interest 
acies o an ordinary issue of Le Voile d ’Isis than to some of

M 'RaLro ûm ers> a case in point being the last copy before us. 
this titlp" v CS’ ssarts writes on Divine Alchemy, conveying under 
T _ ,,‘! ™ preSS1°ns °* ^'gh Mass at the Cathedral Church of

a
witness

„ ----------- a  uiac m point Deing th e  fast
M. Fabre des Essarts writes on Divine Alchemy, 
this title his impressions of High M ass at th e C atn earai unuren 1 
Lyons, and affirming that the Great E m b lem atic  Sacrifice produces  

transubstantiation which does not belong to dogma b u t bears w itness  

to the root of faith that is always alive within us, while the inw ard

52
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faith responds. M. Robert Guenon has a story to tell and a speculation 
to place on record regarding an alleged connection between the French 
Compagnonnage and French gipsy tribes. In the course of the 
account he corrects certain “ inexactitudes ”— not to speak of men
dacities— and leaves us with an impression that modern Com pagnons 
de a Tour de France are to be trusted as much and as little on the 
subject of their own Mysteries as were some early Masonic writers 
when they produced traditional histories as evidence of title-deeds. 
We are glad, in the last place, that Le V oile d ’Isis has decided to 
present us with yet another alchemical tract in a French vesture, 
namely, the Speculum  Spagyricum  of Pierre Jean Fabre, who belongs 
to the first half of the seventeenth century.

Mr. G. R. S. Mead spoke recently on the Problem of Reincarnation 
at a Meeting of the London Spiritualist Alliance, and a summary 
report of the Address has appeared in L ight. The lecturer pointed 
out (i) that the doctrine is absent from the Vedic Hymns and seems 
to have been developed from the Upanishads about 700 years before 
the Christian era; (2) that the Egyptian metamorphosis of the soul 
can scarcely be interpreted as reincarnation ; (3) that Confucians, 
Tarists and Zoroastrians did not hold i t ; (4) that it was the staple 
doctrine of Buddhism, which was “ a rigid mechanical scheme of cause 
and effect ” ; (5) that it appeared first in Greek philosophy among the 
Pythagoreans “ and the followers of the mystical cult of Orpheus ” ; 
(6) that it was taught by Plato and later by Alexandrian Hermetists, 
Plotinus and the Platonic Successors; (7) that it was foreign to the 
Hebrew Religion, the Early Christian Fathers, and was condemned 
by Origen. It has been held, however, by so many great minds in 
the past that it cannot be set aside as mere superstition. Passing to 
the present day and to the communications of Spiritism, there is no 
consistent teaching to be met with on the subject: it is denied in 
some messages from the world beyond but affirmed in others, and 
definite scientific proof is lacking everywhere. . . . T he Science 
of Thought Review  is on the point of completing its seventh annual 
volume, and we are glad that it has been able to steer its course for 
so considerable a period. Our best wishes go with it, for it breathes 
an excellent spirit through all its pages. The last issue testifies con
cerning the soul and that it can be satisfied only with and within 
God; concerning the value of prayer and above all the Prayer of 
Silence; concerning the All of All as that which is here and now, 
and omnipresent Heaven, which is God indwelling. The magazine 
is Christian in a broad sense of the word, apart from theological pre
occupations and with a certain mystic tincture. . . . T he Californian 
Christian Esoteric answers on the surface to the last description; 
but as a fact it is something of a medley, which combines lucubrations 
on supposed zodiacal genii with remarks on renunciation and on that 
true self-denial by which alone we can enter into the realisation of
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another and higher self, wherein is the " sonship of God.” . . . The 
Occultist is also Californian and corresponds fully to its title. There 
are jottings on the Astral Light, the Houses of the Planets, the dawn 
of the so-called Aquarian Age, and so forth ; but it ventures also to 
dilate on Christian Mysticism, when it specifies seven aspects of the 
Christ Idea, the last of which is described as the King Messiah and 
“ a particular future incarnation of the Individual Christ,” for the 
purpose of establishing the Kingdom of God upon earth. The classifi
cation is not convincing, but we offer our sympathetic agreement 
when it is said that “ true Mysticism will make us better citizens of 
society and better able to fulfil our various functions and duties in 
the world.”

A considerable part of Le  Symbolisme is devoted in its latest 
issue to the Holy Grail and an alleged Order or Brotherhood, the 
existence of which is suggested by the German poet Wolfram’s version 
of the great myth, while similar indications are not wanting in earlier 
French forms. The paper in question is the work of a German writer 
and has been translated into French for M. Wirth’s Masonic periodical, 

t appears to be based on a book published at Bâle on the L ivin g  God, 
under the preposterous pseudonym Bo Yin Ra, which is said to 
represent the head of some so-called school, presumably somewhere 
in witzerland. The essayist is also pseudonymous and has the 
acu ty of presenting his thesis in exceedingly vague terms : we do 

not now when he is talking on his own part and w'hen on that of his 
au or. There are reflections from Eckartshausen and his Invisible
Church, as also from Eugène Aroux, his Mysteries of Chivalry and his 
reveries on L a  M assénie du Sa in t Graal. But the German treatise 
has been written by one who claims that he is enrolled in the Order 
and is thus in a position to assure us (i) that it is denominated by 
the Confraternity of the Ancient Rite of the Holy Grail ; (2) that it 
is governed by a Grand Orient of Patmos ; (3) that it has seven grades, 
of which the last four are priestly, the most exalted of all consisting 
of one person only, who is Legate of Patmos and Head of the Order, 
drawing power and authority from the White Lodge, though this is 
not, apparently, identical with that of Adyar Theosophy, notwith
standing identity of title. It is otherwise Eastern, and the Grail 
came from the East. The organisation, as it is affirmed furthermore, 

represents on earth the Sanctuary of True Freemasonry,” and its 
members are spread through all parts of the world. The last point 
reminds us of that notable folding plate which Magister Pianco 
attached to his revelations concerning the Rosy Cross, an Order, 
ex hypothesi, also diffused far and wide through the great cities, alike 
in East and West. M. Oswald Wirth adds a rider to the article which 
m cates his scepticism in respect of the whole story, and we on our 
par are too familiar with its unacknowledged sources to be deceived 
or a moment. It is not the first time that we have met with analagous
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claims— for example, those of Baron Ecker und Eckhoffen— though 
not so transparent in their piracies. Mr. Bo Yin Ra, qui fa it  ¿cole 
en Allemagne, it is said, may find an audience there, but we conceive 
that Parisian occultism would prove too astute for his purpose, while 
his pretensions would be explored, roughly, were their propagation 
attempted in England. . . . T he Speculative Mason considers 
the five Platonic Solids as Masonic symbols and offers a spiritual in
terpretation of each. For example, the Dodecahedron “ represents 
a state of consciousness when ceremonial and symbolism give place 
to Sacrament, and progressive initiations are facts of the spiritual 
life.” Another paper describes the five-pointed star as “ the symbol 
of man re-created and redeemed.” Miss Bothwell-Gosse continues 
her studies of Divine Names in Masonry and appeals to modern 
Operative Masonry in her explanation concerning Shaddai. Other 
articles are on the Second Degree and on the hidden qualities of 
plants, the latter being full of curious lore. . . . Ra y s  from the 
Rose Cross diverges occasionally from its normal topics and in the 
last issue contrasts Catholic ambition with the Masonic Goal. The 
Catholicism in question is that of the Roman type, and it appears 
that, whether we know it or not, all of us belong to one or other of 
the two groups, the fact notwithstanding that women are excluded 
from Masonry and Modernists, e.g., from the pale of salvation which 
has been drawn about the Latin Rock of Ages. If this does not 
cause a reader to turn over the article, he may learn further that 
Freemasons are led by Lucifer, while Jehovah is Shepherd of those 
who are called Catholics. There might not seem much doubt as to 
which is the preferable side; but Masonry is male and will flourish, 
while Catholicism is female and will be “ reduced to the lowest mini
mum.” The authority is Max Heindel, who advises us, however, 
that both sexes, and presumably the two opposing camps to which 
they correspond, will disappear ultimately, “ under the Headship of 
Christ.” The last statement must be harmonised, if possible, with 
Heindel’s belief that if Masons prevail over Catholics— the male over 
the female principle— it will be “ for the everlasting good of mankind.” 
Such is the latest contribution of “ a magazine of mystic light ” to 
the Masonic subject.

Brotherhood, which is edited by the Rev. J. Bruce Wallace, 
seems on the side of a moderated socialism, but of that kind which 
claims “ service ” as its motive-power and keynote. It says much 
on the progress of peace movements and affirms that the test question 
which underlies all is the quality of our faith in God. It is " a maga
zine of faith and optimism ” in a true and high sense. . . . T he 
Creative A dventure has reached a second issue and promises 
another at Christmas, when it will begin to unfold " scientific and 
practical means ” of dealing with present “ personal needs and racial 
necessity.”
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Jesus : The Son of Man : By Kahlil Gibrau. London: W.
Heinemann. P p . 216. Price 8s. 6d. net.

“  O n e  could imagine th a t Gibrau, him self a Syrian, had a Syrian dream 
in which he saw, between A ntioch and Jerusalem, a crowd of people going 
to and fro speaking of Jesus.”  In  these words the publishers give us a 
key to the understanding of this rem arkable and original book.

The author is, apparently, both artist, poet and m ystic. There is a 
Blake-like qu ality in some of his allegorical drawings, although these 
intertwined and slightly invertebrate figures lack the virile strength with 
which B lake’s genius invested his sym bolical use of the human form ; 
but most readers will wish th at some clue had been given as to the connec
tion between the te x t and the illustrations. I t  is difficult to find out 
w hat relationship exists between the visions of Gibrau as artist, and the 
visions that he has here expressed in words. M an y of these poetic mono
logues have indeed the true q u ality  of vision. T h e y  describe the effect 
made b y  Jesus upon human beings of m any and various kinds, not only 
those who were drawn most closely to  H im , b u t also those whose contact 
w ith H im  was merely transitory. W e m eet in these pages Caiaphas the 
H igh Priest, Andrew, a Persian philosopher, a shepherd, John the Baptist, 
a Greek poet, a cobbler in Jerusalem, Simon the Cyrene, and Mary 
Magdalen— a few names chosen at random  from am ong the seventy-nine 
represented. In depicting the thoughts and reproducing the words of 
these characters the author’s touch is not alw ays equ ally sure, but the 
book as a whole has a power and a b eau ty th a t is cum ulative, and that 
cannot well be conveyed b y  quotation. Hear, however, Philemon, a 
Greek apothecary :

Sometimes it seems to me th at He heard the murmuring pain of all 
things that grow in the sun, and th at then H e lifted them  up and supported 
them, not only b y  His own knowledge, bu t also b y  disclosing to them 
their own power to rise and become whole.”

And John at Patm os :

‘ ‘ 1 would tell you more of Him, but how shall I ? W hen love becomes 
vast, love becomes wordless. And when m emory is overladen it seeks 
the silent deep.”

And Susannah of Nazareth, speaking of the Mother of Jesus at the 
Crucifixion: J

Her face was not the face of a woman bereaved. I t  was the counte- 

children” ^ 6 eartb. forever giving birth, forever burying her

1+̂ 0U^  ad attempts to restate the Scriptures are fraught w ith diffi- 

decirp I ?  ™ Ct inevltably  w ith only partial success, y e t an y reverent 
much in h , rr  nf W upon great truths must be welcomed. There is 

*urelv n r J !  f °  ^ at seems to bear tbe stam p of inspiration, and it will 
of those w h A  Vf  liu t0 many  orthodox Christians, as well as to  m any
Tesus has ceased' t0°  orthodox presentment of the life-story of 

as ceased to make an intimate appeal.

56
E v a  M a r t i n .
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T H E  C H R I S T I A N  T H E O S O P H I S T
T h e  O ff ic ia l O r g a n  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n , T ' S "  a" d  °< t h °  I n t e r n a t io n a l

Forthcoming A rticles :
The Place of Religion in Theosophy - - H o n . H  S . B r i s t o w f

The G osp els^  the LighTof Comparative Religion M r s . M u ir s o n  B l a k e . 
How Buddha became a Christian Samt - - R e v . W i l l  H a y e s .

Annual Subscription - 3/-. Single Copies - 3d.
To be obtained direct from the Editor, Mrs. Muirson Blake (Jean Delaire), 

Mon Abri,” Chorley Wood, Herts, or from the 
THEOSOPHICAL BOOK SHOP, 43 Great Portland Street, London, W .1

The British College 
of Psychic Science

L td .

5 9 ,  H O L L A N D  P A R K ,  
L O N D O N , W . l l .

tel.ikone: Hon. Principal:
Park 4709. Mn. HEWAT McKENZIE

N ew  S y lla b u s  on  A p p lic a t io n

Best equipped centre for 
the Study and Demon
stration of P s y c h ic  
Science in Great Britain. 

For membership and experim ents 
apply to the Hon. Secretary.

it“ PSYCHIC SCIENCE
THE COLLEGE QUARTERLY. 
2/9 post free. II/- yearly. 

Sample Copy, free.

Vol. VII No. 3 ready Oct. iat. 
Valuable articles and illustrations.

TWO WONDERFUL XMAS GIFTS
(O rd e rs p o sted  to  a n y  a d d re s s , w i t h  g iv e r 's  ca rd  

e n c lo s e d  i f  d es ire d .)

“ RESPONDA ”
T H E  T A L K IN G  C A R D  A N D  P E N D U LU M

For Messages from the Unknown, and 
Development of Telepathy.

This provides an easy means of personal 
investigation into the psychic. It is just a 
lettered card, and a pendulum so quickly 
responsive that results come even to those 
not considered to possess mediumistic faculty. 
Brings help and comfort to many, sitting 
alone in their own homes.

Mrs. K. B., Kensington, writes: “  Please 
send a * Responda ’ to . . .1 who write have had 
wonderful results with it, and have told many.”

Heavy gilt-edged Bevelled Card with Pendu
lum complete, post paid United Kingdom, 
3s. 8d.; Canada and U.S.A., $1.00 ; other 
countries, 4s. 3d. Also 

“  R E S P O N D A  L U M IN O U S  M 
A new form of “  Responda.”
Can be seen in the Dark !

This is the same in principle as the ordinary 
“  Responda,” but is self-luminous, and can 
be used in light, dusk, or complete darkness. 
It gives an indescribable sense of the psychic, 
and is an ideal form to aid development.

Mrs. N. de H. writes : “  I want to thank 
you for your wonderful 4 Responda,’ which 
enables me to communicate every day with 
my beloved husband. Life is quite changed 
for me since I have it and I am deeply 
thankful for it. . . Please send a 4 Responda 
Luminous ’ to ”

Complete in case, post paid, home, 15s. 6d. ; 
colonies and abroad, r8s. 6d., or $4.50. (Please 
note Money Orders payable P.O. Chiswick, 
Bedford Park, London, W.4, Eng.)

Both obtainable from R. A.Robson, Dept.O.R., 
21 Fairfax Road, Chiswick, London, W.4, Eng.

THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN MYSTICS
A world-wide non-sectarian spiritual movement for the 
promulgation of a Cosmic and all-inclusive spiritual 
philosophy which gives a satisfactory and scientific ex
planation of every phase and condition of life here and 

hereafter.
M onth ly  lessons and  p ersonal p rivate corresp on d en ce on  p sy ch ologica l 
problem s and sp iritu al e x p e rien ces , on th e  free w ill  o ffe r in g  p la n . 
Send for free p am phlet and catalogu e of “ T h e  C u rtis s  B o o k s .”

f*  H O M E R  C U R T IS S , B.S., M .D., Secretary,
3510-R. Quebec Street, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.G.

E
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PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP, 
LIBRARY and MUSEUM

(Proprietor :
SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE). 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

F in e  c o lle c t io n  o f S p ir i tu a l is t ic  
W o r k s , new  and  old , k e p t a lw a y s  
in s to c k . L o w e s t  p r ic e s . G ood  C ir 
c u la tin g  L ib r a r y . 2/6 a  m o n th . 
B o o k s  s e n tb y  p o s ta t  e x t r a  c h a rg e .

Abbey House, Victoria Street
(Near Westminster Abbey), 

LONDON, S.W.I

The Blavatsky 
Association

This ASSOCIATION has been formed 
to perpetuate the memory and work of 
H. P. Blavatsky and for the study of the 
Wisdom Religion, as given out by her In 
“  The Secret Doctrine,”  and her other 
works, and is independent of any Theo- 
sophical organisation. Information can 
be obtained regarding the Constitution 
and Rules, Study Classes, Library, etc., 
from the Hon. Sec. at the ASSOCIA
TION’S headquarters—
26 Bedford&ardens, CampdenHill, 

LONDON, W .8

Know Thyself!
This was the precept inscribed over the portico of 
theTem ple of the Mysteries of Delphi. Our booklet

“ TO THOSE WHO SEEK ”
will guide all students of the M ysteries and those 
who seek the richer, fuller, constructive life to the 
Gate of Tru th through the genuine Rosicrucian 
Teachings. They lead the student to  knowledge of 

the REA L S E L F , Health, Happiness and true Wisdom through scientifically 
developed SP IR IT U A L  IN SIG H T and an understanding of Cosmic and 
Natural Law. Booklet F R E E  on Request.
, ,F ? C IE T Y  ° F  RO SICRU CIA N S, INC.
420 CITY HALL STATION. NEW YORK CITY. tl.S.A.

An Ideal Xmas Gift

V io l e t  T w e e d a l e ’s
M e l l o w  S h e a v e s

W B at a host of profound su bjects she to u ch es u p o n ! 
Spiritualism , C lairvoyan ce, O ccultism , S p iritu al H ealing, 
Visions, P rophecy, R eligious M ysticism  and R ein carn ation . 
A  rem arkable collection of last s tr a y  essays.

E xtrem ely  readable. ” — Birmingham Post. “  T h is hand- 
some v ° w .  — " Ent e r t a i ni ng  read in g . ” — Daily  

etc«. A  delightful com bination o f rem iniscence, occult  
speculation and eerie ghost stories.” —  Yorkshire Post. “  A n  
m eresting book of anecdote and rem iniscence.” — Halifax 
courier. “ M akes engrossing reading .” — Aberdeen Press.

W it h  f r o n t is p ie c e  p o r tr a it  o f  th e  a u th o r .

D e m y  8 vo, 288 p p . ,  p r in te d  i n  V er o n e se , h a n d so m e ly  b o u n d  a t  7/6  n et

Rider & Co., Paternoster Row, London, E.C

*
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Anthroposophical E t h ic s  : With an Account of Francis of Assisi.
By Rudolf Steiner. London : Anthroposophical Publishing to.
Pp. 84. Price 2s. net.

Three lectures given b y  the late R udolf Steiner a t Norrkoping, Sweden, 
in 1912 are reprinted here. T h e y  deal w ith the developm ent of hum an  
morals,’ from a standpoint which will be familiar to an y who have read 
other works b y  Steiner. The argum ent is th a t im m orality came into the  
world “  through the secrets of wisdom being disclosed to  persons who  
were not sufficiently mature to  receive them  ”  in the ancient A tlan tean  
epoch. Thus people were tem pted, succumbed, and then degenerated ; 
and to restore the rightful condition of things a great spiritual impulse, 
the Christ-impulse, had to come into the world, St. Francis of Assisi being  
taken as an example of one in whom this impulse w as especially active. 
The lectures contain a considerable am ount of thought and know ledge ; 
but, as is usual with this author, the rather dry and difficult style  does 

not conduce to their easy assimilation.
E v a  M a r t i n .

Co n t e m p l a t io n s . By W. L. Wilmshurst. Second edition. London : 
John M. Watkins. Price, 10s. net.

T he publishers are to be congratulated upon re-issuing Mr. W ilm shurst’s 
work in its present revised and enlarged edition, for indeed, this is a  
delightful book to read, and w hat is rarer, to dip into as the mood takes  
o n e!

The author is a charming and entertaining guide, who, w hilst fre
quently soaring high in the rarefied atmosphere of spiritualised thought, 
enables us to understand something of the v a st mysteries w hich lie hidden  
behind the shadow of material phenomena. T o  do this, he takes religious 
subjects and the pregnant times through which we are now  passing, and  
interprets them from the standpoint of the m ystic.

Amongst the varied and interesting contents is a rem arkable personal 
experience entitled "  T he Vision Splendid.”  Other interesting essays are 
"M ystical Experience,”  “ The N ew  Priesthood,”  ‘ ‘ N o t P eace b u t a  
Sword,”  and “  The Present Passover.”

In his p ap er" On Crucifixion,”  Mr. W ilm shurst brings hom e to  us how  
complete and penetrating is the Design of the D e ity  in H is W ork :

The Cosmos is as a sym phony wherein Crucifixion is asserted  
and reasserted as a leading motif. . . . God— wrote the author of 
Timceus, 400 B .C .— designed this world archetyp ally in heaven and  
then bent it  Crosswise. . . . The Chem ic C rystal and the Snowflake  
contain the Cross as their structural principle ; every leaf and flower 
is the modification of a  cruciform idea ; every sub-hum an vertebrate  
is an effort to  produce a physical organism expressive of the prim al 
thought, until at length man, standing erect w ith arms outstretched  
to his Maker, proclaims to heaven th a t the perfect sym bol is 
accomplished.”

Altogether a very delightful book.

J o h n  E a r l e .
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A n  O p t i m i s t ’s  C a l e n d a r  for 1929. London : L. N . Fowler & Co. 
Nottingham: H . B. Saxon & Co. Price is . 2d. post free.

M a n y  readers of the O c c u l t  R e v ie w  will h ave grown to  look forward with 
pleasurable anticipation each year to  the ad vent of the Optimist's Calendar. 
For the m ystical, occult or N ew  T h o u gh t reader, no compilation of extracts 
could be more delightfully appropriate. N o trace of bias creeps in to 
mar the spiritual harm ony of the gems from the most diverse quarters 
which are grouped together under the heading of each month of the year. 
From B aba Bharati to Archdeacon W ilberforce, not to mention such 
famous names in literature and poetry as Rabindranath Tagore and 
Frances H avergal, the choice of the compiler, Miss Gertrude Norton, has 
roamed im partially in collecting the luminous fragments.

T o  those who have already made the acquaintance of the Calendar 
there is no need to extol its m anifest attractions ; to  those for whom the 
pleasure is y e t in store, we can only recommend th a t they hasten to 
repair the deficiency.

L e o n  E lson .

V is io n s  o f  God. Given to S. (Seer) and A. (Acolyte). By Lars 
Taylor. London : Old Royalty Publishers, John Street, Adelphi. 
Price 3s. 6d. net.

T h e  Foreword of this collection of messages from the spirit-world informs 
us that both the recipients of them  are now dead ; and th a t one of them 
( A  ” ) made, some years before his passing, “  a  selection of those visions 
that carried the widest appeal and left them  ready for publication.”

I t  is interesting to hear th at A . was an Indian C ivil Servant who, for 
some years, served as a district-judge, and th at S. worked as a missionary 
among the Santhals. It  was, as the pseudonym s im ply, S. who, in 
trance, received the messages and A. who recorded them  ; bu t it is the 
Acolyte rather than the Seer who appears to  be the stronger force and 
moving spirit.

A. naa DeenThe editor reminds us that, in his work as district-judge, _ 
trained to weigh evidence ; and he draws the not unnatural inference 
that this gives his own evidence weight, in the m atter of the alleged 
revelations from the Other World.

Y et, obviously, whoever the witnesses m ay be, the fact remains that 
all such matters must be judged on their own merits, and all such revela
tions submitted, as far as possible, to the so-called “  L aw  of Parsimony,” 
which, as we know, aims at discouraging the supernatural interpretation 
o any strange experience, until all the natural interpretations have been 
exhausted.

, . havin g uttered this criticism, as in d u ty bound, we are free to commend 
is sincere and earnest little record to the sym pathetic reader. These 

We, 'carn from the Foreword, were the means of changing the 
a an 1 sP1Jltua  ̂ outlook of A. and of restoring to him (apparently 

Face disastrous lQss of faith) ”  the great Vision of the
willing in 0>nS ’ v  There must be m any who will be glad th a t he was 
willing to share his experiences with the world.

G. M. H.
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THE LINK
A Quarterly Journal for the Study of Super
physical Science, Pschology, Philosophy and 
Mysticism. Edited by S. L, BENSUSAN 

Annual Subscription, 4/-.

Principal Contents ! 5th October Issue
Biology and Materialism: K.V.Thimann.Ph.d., 
A.R.C.S.,B.Sc. The Supematuralismof Oxford: 
Bernard Fielding. The Chronological System 
o f  the Ancient Mayas. Astronomy and Cos
mogony. An Adventure with an Afreet, Book 
Reviews, etc.
Subscriptions to

F. V. FERRIER, Esq.,
The Cottage, York Avenue, Hove, 

Sussex.

Natal Astrology
The T h irty  six Zodiacal D ecanates  
Analysed. B y  C. C. Zain .

T w o  b o o k l e t s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
t w e l v e  Z o d i a c a l  s i g n s  a n d  a n a l y s i n g  t h e  t h i r t y - s i x  
d e c a n a t e s .  Examples o l  n o t a b l e  p e r s o n a g e s  are 
g i v e n ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  e f l e c t  o f  e a c h  d e c a n a t e  on 

t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  l i f e .

1/0,  each, Post Free. T o  be obtained Ir o n *—
A. E . C H A R L E S.1 36 Victor Rd.,Penge, 

London, 8.E .20 , or 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT

(Box 1525).
L os A n g eles, C a lifo rn ia , U . S . A .

A First V e n t u r e  
into Spiritualism.

by Chas. Matthews 
Cloth &  Gold 2¡6 net.

An absolutely true and reliable 
account of a religious service held 
by spiritualists which the writer 
attended. This book contains his 
impressions and his consequent 
convictions. NOW  R E A D Y .

Manuscripts invited by the publishers 
for issue in book form. Advice free.

LONDON :
ARTHUR H. STOCK WELL LTD., 

29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4

RHYTHM
For all NERVOUS and 

MENTAL Troubles, Arrested 
Development, Insomnia, etc., 
consult (Mrs.) Blanche E. 
McGlashan, Specialist in 
THERAPEUTIC RHYTHM, 
5 5 A , Weymouth Street, Lon
don, W.i. Ambassador 9613. 
C lin ic  :  Mons. and Thurs. from 
2.30 p.m.

The author has contributed so real and practical a solution to 
this perplexing problem that it deserves the close attention o f  

all thinking men and women.

T H E  P R O B L E M
O F  P U R I T Y

b y  V I O L E T  M .  F I R T H

“ I  most unhesitatingly recommend it to m y readers, and I  am  
sure the advice given w ill be o f  the greatest va lue.” — T. Bowen 
Partington in  Health and Strength.
“ The most sensible and usefu l book o f  its  k in d  that this reviewer 
has ever read."— Publishers’ Circular.

128 pp. cloth. 3/6 net

RIDER &  Co., Paternoster Row, London, E.C .4



L I G H T .  L I F E .  L O V E .
M Y S  T I C .  O C C U L  T I S

Whatever path you are treading we gladly extend the helping hand of the 
ancient H E R M E TIC  teachings. Teachings that have been handed down in 
unbroken line since the days of Chaldea.

A D E P T SH IP  are you seeking ? Then we will gladly give of our knowledge 
to aid you, and many a brother shall brighten your pathway. Do you desire 
C L A IR V O Y A N C E  or kindred psychic faculties ? Then you will find the road 
mapped and be shown the avoidance of its dangers. Whatever your aspirations 

T H E  BR O TH ER H O O D  OE EIGHT  
will point the way, with its intensely practical IN STR U C TIO N S on the appli
cation of OCCULT LAW S. For the earnest N E O P H Y T E  there is much of 
untold value to be imparted. In accordance with ancient tradition there is 
NO E N TR A N C E  F E E .

Particulars of membership will gladly be forwarded on application to A. E. CHARLES, 136, 
Victor Rd., Penge, London, S.E.20, or “ The Brotherhood of Light," Box 1525, Lot Angeles, Cal., U.S.A.
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The Ideal Gift Book

The
Inspiration
Calendar

Compiled from the Works of 
ORISON SWETT MARDEN

(The Apostle of Success) 
by A. BLAMIRE.

Doctor Marden’s books of inspira
tion and self-help are famous the 
world over and are praised by men 
and women in every station of life. 
The fruit of many years of thought 

| and labour, they are both uplifting 
■  and fascinating.

, Beautifully produced on A n'ique Laid paper 
-  at Five Shillings net, and published by

RIDER & CO.
PATERNOSTER HOUSE

LO N D O N , E .C .4
'."X

BROTHER MARKEON
M .A . (O X O N .)

Astrologer.
Horoscope with outline delineation and some 
years’ general calculation, io /-. All other 
astrological work undertaken. Individual atten
tion guaranteed. Money returned if work does 
not satisfy. Send for form and list to 

24 Rowsley A venue. London. N-W.4.

P H IL IP  D U R H A M
Inhibi U R E R  I N  OCCULT SCIENCES. DATES INVITED.
lessons, post o r^ rso m d  relieved, mod. terms. Progressive
or received. My A s tro lo g ic a ls . Numbers, etc., £2 2*. O d. Clients visited 
invaluable for gatherings 10« Reading system, complete with chart,
Cards for Speculations6 Races' f p  9 ’ detail> original system for Tarot
everywhere. Pars sent. ces> 2s. O d. O ccu lt Fraternity  forming for all

P H I L I P  D U R H A M  T Y' N°  INTERVIEWS
B o n d  S t r e e t  W  /  w ° m , 6 1 ,  A f c a d e  H o u s e ,  2 7  O l d  

--------------------’ W - X- House Phone (Mornings best), P A R K  0316.
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T h e  G r e a t  F o r e r u n n e r . Studies in the Inter-relation of Platonism 
and Christianity. By John S. Hoyland, M.A. London : 
Constable and Co., Ltd. Price 5s. net.

T h e  marriage of Platonism and Christianity is no new thing. It was 
accomplished in the latter’s youth, the writer of the Fourth Gospel being 
certainly versed in the Platonic mode of thought. Later, indeed, 
Christianity would appear to have divorced her early spouse in order 
to become wedded to Aristotelianism. But in the seventeenth century, 
a new union was essayed between Christianity and Platonism, the 
officiating priests being Whichcote, Smith, Culverwel, Cudworth and 
More; and right well did they perform the ceremony.

Mr. Hoyland, perhaps, is more of a pure Platonist and less of a Neo- 
Platonist than the members of the celebrated Cambridge group. Above 
all, he is a Christian, the works of Plato to him being especially valuable 
as a preparatio evangelica.

The Great Forerunner is a cheery and optimistic book, broadminded 
and tolerant. The author writes occasionally, however, with a complete 
disregard of the many knotty problems his philosophy involves.

For instance, sin is conceived as being selfishness and bestiality, a 
return on the part of man to a form of behaviour lower on the evolutionary 
scale. It may be seriously questioned, however, whether the behaviour 
of the lower animals is uniformly selfish, their behaviour clearly indicating 
the operation of group-consciousness, directed towards the good of the 
group, and not to that of the individual. It is probable that primitive 
man was less selfish than is man to-day; and it might be argued that 
selfishness is a stage through which man has to pass, on the way, we may 
hope, to a future more ideal.

P h y s io l o g u s . A Metrical Bestiary of Twelve Chapters, by Bishop 
Theobald. Translated by Alan Wood Rendell, Lt.-Col., V.D.,

T h e  mediaeval Bestiaries are of quite exceptional interest on account of 
the insight they afford into the workings of the human mind in the 
Middle Ages. This translation of the Bestiary of Bishop Theobald, from 
the edition published in Cologne in 1492, is a model of how translations 
of mediaeval books should be made and produced, reflecting very great 
credit on translator and publishers alike. First there is an exact photo
graphic reproduction of the text of the Cologne edition. Follows Mr. 
Rendell s excellent translation. Then, in Appendices, we have (i) a com
parison, for the metrical portion of the work, between the text of the 

ologne edition, that published in Migne, and a version recently discovered 
amongst the MSS. of the Archives of the Chapter of Fano, and (ii) a

% w ii10n’ fr°m an Italian ioumal, of a very interesting article dealing 
with this last version. Moreover, Bishop Theobald is believed to have 

een Abbot of Monte Cassino during the earlv nart of fho

H. S. R e d g r o v e .

M.Inst.C.E. London : John and Edward Bumpus, Ltd. Price 
los. 6d.

uiuauauons 01 the architectural beauties of this magnificent structure.
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The writers of mediaeval bestiaries depended for their natural history 
on Pliny and an early Greek Physiologus of unknown authorship. They 
were remarkably credulous or indifferent as to facts, reminding one very 
strongly of the modem men and women who derive their information 
about everything from the pages of a favoured newspaper. What in
terested the mediaeval writers was the moral that could be drawn from 
the behaviour, real or imaginary, of anim als; and they displayed the 
greatest ingenuity in finding analogies between this behaviour and the 
teachings of the Christian Church of the Middle Ages concerning the 
mysteries of religion. Theobald’s Bestiary deals with twelve animals: 
the lion, eagle, snake, ant, fox, stag, spider, whale, siren, elephant, turtle
dove, and panther. Accompanying the verses are prose commentaries, 
which apparently only appear in the Cologne edition of the work, and 
which are by no means its least interesting portion.

Nowadays, we can afiord to laugh at the mental gymnastics of the 
mediaeval moralists. I fear, however, that human nature has altered 
but little, and that much of present-day thinking is equally to be criticised 
as mental gymnastics, though less obviously so than in the past.

If Mr. Rendell’s book serves to make us analyse our own thought- 
processes, it will have performed a most salutary task.

H. S. Redgrove.

P l o t in u s  o n  t h e  B e a u t i f u l . London : “ The Shrine of Wisdom,” 
6, Hermon Hill, E.i i . Price is. net.

Some few years ago I had the pleasure of calling the attention of readers 
of The Occult Review to the good work "  The Shrine of Wisdom ” was 
doing in re-issuing some of the classics of mysticism, and I am very glad 
to read this new translation of Ennead I, Book VI, of Plotinus, which has 
been added to their series and constitutes Manual No. io.

Plotinus’ views concerning the beautiful are too well-known to require 
any commentary. For him, the beauty of material objects resided, not 
in any mere harmonious combination of their parts, but in the formative 
principle of the soul with which they were suffused. Beauty was some
thing spiritual and transcendent: it was identical with the Good ; and 
those who had once caught sight of the Beautiful would rest content with 
no lesser delights— in a word, the true perception of beauty was only to be 
gained by the contemplation of God.

It is a lofty doctrine ; though one fears, perhaps, that in this quest 
or the (possibly unattainable) ideal, the beauty of the real, in the sense 

o our ordinary life of perception, thought and feeling may be lost sight of.
ut in any case, this new and readable translation of the thoughts of a 

great man on a great subject is very welcome.
H. S. Redgrove.

TheGandharva Music. By John Foulds. Opus 1 9 . London:
„ Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd. Price 2s .net.

summerTdav lJ ' T̂ eS comPOser, ‘' was heard clairaudiently on a hot 
that a comnnip^P ember gth, 1915)— not heard imaginatively in the way 
He wrote dow ^  Y°r t 1S usually done, but actually and objectively.” 

°te d°Wn Part of "hat he heard, choosing the pianoforte as the
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instrument, because of its obvious convenience, although the music heard 
was in natural intonation, not tempered, and its tone-colour resembled 
that of the flute. He believes the music to have originated with music- 
angels, called "  Gandharvas ”  in India, whence the title of the composition.

The reader who, after this explanation of its origin, anticipates a 
composition of a Scriabinesque character, in which free use of false 
relation” and other violent departures from traditional rules of harmony- 
are made, will be disappointed— perhaps agreeably. But, after all, rules 
are only means to an end, and, in the last analyses, all that one can say 
of a work of art is "  It pleases me,”  or “  It does not please me.”  John 
Foulds’ Gandharva-Music pleases me. It is exquisitely calm and peaceful, 
devoid of emotion as we know it, but none the less beautiful for that.
“ Perhaps,”  writes the composer, “ it was the music of the breezes, the 
flowers and the fruit-trees at that place and time ”  ; and these words 
describe its impression on my own mind better than any words of mine.

Musical readers of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w , I am sure, will wish to hear 
this music, whose performance on the pianoforte, I may add, calls for no 
high degree of technical skill. And it is with interest that I learn that 
other compositions of a similar origin are in course of preparation by the 
same composer.

H. S. Redgrove.

T h e  U n k n o w n  W a r r io r  a n d  O t h e r  P o e m s . By W . H. A b b o tt.

London: Erskine Macdonald, Ltd. Price, 2s. 6d.

After the literary grimacings of many of the would-be modem poets 
it is a genuine relief to come across a book of verse such as the above. 
Mr. Abbott is a true poet, one who is not afraid to write as the spirit 
moves him, nor to be sincere for fear of being dubbed “  traditional.”  
His language is forceful and dignified, and the thoughts compacted of 
beauty and truth ; moreover, the verse runs smoothly without apparent 
effort. The latter is not made to fit the rhyme as is so often the case 
in the present day. Though the poem which gives its title to the book 
is extremely fine, personally we are most struck with the poem “  Human 
Life and the verses on “  An English Cemetery in France.”  From the 
former we quote :—

. . .  But wont of wonts, and holiest use of all 
This life has taught me near approach to God 
Sympathy with the divine, the art of prayer,
I see Him, feel His pressure everywhere.
In utter joy I yield the gracious call,
And set my feet upon the shining way.

When I review the chart of those I ’ve lost—  
Love s converse used of old in intimate speech—  
I seem to draw a doubtful breath, where each 
Is shadow-substance, each illusive ghost.
Certes, I scarce do know to which world I 
Belong, which living is which dead : so few 

mine, people my twilight still, so true 
Death s diligent toll, so near they be who die.

trueL noketrv-loPr e s t a t i o n .  We can only advise all
P y rs to place this little book upon their bookshelves.

Ethel Archer.
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Ghosts Seen  and  H e a r d . By Wilfred Rex Sowden. London: 
Stockwell. Price 2 s.

T h e  philosophising of the writer of this book of strange occurrences is 
good— extremely so at times, and he expresses himself w ell: but of the 
seven stories which go to make up the volume, scarcely one can be said 
to carry conviction. The writer seems so obviously out to tell a story 
that he defeats the end he has in view. Perhaps the story which conies 
nearest to convincing us is “  General Booth.” But the first and last 
stories in the book are in many respects ludicrous. Imagine a British 
soldier, dying on the battlefield, exclaiming : "  Whatever would mother 
do without her only boy ? ”  W hat follows is even worse. I he Little
Floweret ”  (sic) could only be a source of amusement to any Roman 
Catholic who chanced to read it. It is full of amazing statements, 
e.g., "  She was entering a convent to become a votary of eternal silence 
— a devotee to her patron saint the A ve Marie ”  ! Elsewhere, Know 
thyself,’ exclaimed the Apostle."

(The italics are our own.)
But it would be unkind to quote further.
The curious thing is, that, apart from the stories, the digressions are 

really good, and the author gives birth in them to many a luminous 
thought.

T h e  L o n e  E a g l e  : By Elise Emmons, Author of “  Summer Songs 
among the Birds,” etc., etc. Boston, U.S.A. : The Christopher 

Publishing House.
This volume is dedicated by the author to that daring aviator whose 
modesty is only equalled by his courage, “  Col. Charles A. Lindbergh, 
in token of what he has done for the world.”  A poem entitled “ The 
Lone Eagle, in this hero’s honour, opens the book, which consists of a 
selection from previous works by Miss Elise Emmons, with the addition of 
several charming lyrics which have not, I think, previously appeared 
in volume form. As the present collection numbers about two hundred 
poems, it will be readily inferred that the Muses have found in this lady a 
very facile instrument for the transmission of their thoughts. Only a soul 
attuned to the vibrations of F. W. H. Myers could have written the beautiful 
verses entitied ”  St. Paul," included in this volume. The fine lines, ”  In 

hat Great Day,” are also on the highest level:

Ethel Archer.

When I shall stand before the King of Kings,
And with abased face and eyes cast down,
Ne er dare to stretch my hand for any crown, 
Perchance across my mind will flash like wings 
Thought of some simple deed, which comfort brings,Karnpr flmn ^ « „ 4 .  _ °w  ------- X ---- »» U 1L U  V
Kather than any act of great renowr,

' St. Francis and the
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L a d ie s ?— the mystery play by Sir James Barrie which aroused 
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been specially written for this volume by Edgar Wallace, Hugh 
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Birds ” convey their joyous message. The Saint admonishes his feathered 
audience to :

"  Fly o’er the world and give out gladness, too !
Let every mortal ever welcome you.
And as you spread your wings in upward flight 
So lift their hearts and thoughts to greater light! ”

A Foreword by “  L.W .” — the initials of a brilliant and well-known 
personality— gives some brief details of Miss Klise Emmons s full and 
vivid life, with its literary and artistic associations. A  portrait of the 
author further enhances the book’s attractiveness. Indeed, a sense of 
Peace and Goodwill shines through all its pages.

Edith K. Harper.

E l iz a b e t h . A Record of Conversations between a Wife in the 
Spirit World and a Husband on Earth. London : Rider and Co. 
Price 2s. net.

Like so many of its kind, this little work is a simple record of the love 
that so-called death cannot destroy. The author had no knowledge 
of spiritualism before the loss of his beloved wife, the “  Elizabeth ’ ’ whose 
name forms the title of the book. Then sorrow drove him to seek conso
lation from a source which in the right conditions seldom fails to give 
sincere inquirers at least some measure of the assurance they seek, i.e., 
that memory, personality, and affection do indeed survive.

Unfortunately, the bereaved husband’s first essay in search of comfort 
seems to have been anything but edifying. "  I visited so-called spiritualist 
churches,”  he says, “  but came away disillusioned : no mention in any of 
their services of the Founder of Christianity, their very hymns had been 
altered to exclude His name— their clairvoyance, if one may call it that, 
savoured more of cheap fortune-telling than anything else. . . . ”

Among other sensitives, the author visited Mr. Hope, the photographic 
medium, with whom he had results that gave him great satisfaction. 
Two of these photographs are reproduced, but they do not include a psychic 
portrait of his wife.

Most of the messages were received through a '* trance-medium,”  and 
many prophetic statements were made in regard to the condition of the 
earth and its inhabitants to-day. Some of these predictions, we are 
told, have already been verified, while others are yet awaiting possible 
fulfilment.

Edith K. Harper.

A G u id e  t o  t h e  P s y c h ic  L i f e . By Philip S. Haley, Ph.C.D.D.S.
Los Angeles, California. The Austin Publishing Co.

The author of this little book conducts his readers through a preface and 
ten chapters giving a general survey of a very difficult subject. Much 
that he says is of considerable interest, in particular a brief chapter en
titled "  The Influence of Psychic States upon the Physical Environment,”  
wherein he refers to "  the Biblical teaching of Jesus, who reminded men 
constantly of the power of their thought, and the power of good and evil 
spiritual entities to read it.”  Modern psychology is at any rate in part 
realising this great truth. In the same chapter the author refers
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incidentally to the familiar and very interesting experiments in Thought 
Transference between Miss Clarissa Miles and Miss Hermione Ramsden, 
as showing “  a clear case for voluntary transmission of ideation.” And 
he adds the reasonable and not unfamiliar suggestion that "  the human 
thought wave, like that of the radio, perhaps travels Indefinitely through 
space. It may be picked up, consciously or not, by others, and will 
affect their subjective or conscious minds accordingly.”  In regard to 
precognition he quotes René Sudre’s interesting theory that "experience 
as we now have it, through our recognition of the reality of precognition, 
quite reverses Bergson’s whole philosophy of duration.”

So doctors continue to be divided !
Edith K. Harper.

T e l e p a t h y  a n d  S p i r i t  C o m m u n i c a t i o n . By L. Margery Bazett, 
with a Foreword by Sir Frank R. Benson. London : Rider 
and Co. Price 2s. 6d.

I n this carefully-thought-out book, Miss Bazett, already well known as a 
writer and a valued channel of communication between this and the other 
side, gives the conclusions at which she has arrived during her eleven 
years of special work.

The author makes it very clear that telepathy, though stretched to its 
utmost limits, cannot possibly explain many of the communications she 
has received, though it may explain some. She has carefully collated 
her records, and gives the conclusions at which she has arrived. In some 
cases no information whatever has been given Miss Bazett as to the 
person from whom communication is desired ; in others a few particulars 
are given, such as name, date of death, or other slight details.

As telepathy might explain some of the latter, Miss Bazett gives fuller 
information as regards those cases where either no information or only 
the name and date of death are given her.

Her method is to ask her guide to trace the one whose name has been 
given and then she thinks about that person during the day until she 
goes to a quiet room set apart for this work. Then, after sitting for a 
few quiet minutes with the letter asking for information open before 
her, she concentrates for about an hour and then usually becomes conscious 
of mental impressions, or visions. Some are vague and fleeting, some 
clearly defined. Sometimes scenes of the past connected with that person 
come before her. Her work has fully convinced her of the survival of 
personality, of spirit intercourse, of occasional knowledge of the future 
shown by those who have passed on, and of their remembrance of the past 
and continued love for and interest in those they have loved here.

We can cordially recommend this carefully and clearly written book 
to any who want to understand better a difficult subject.

Rosa M. Barrett.
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»
Books are perhaps the best presents, and those on all 

subjects, by whoever published, we can always supply. But 
each Christmas we aim at providing also a choice of other 
suitable gifts at very varying prices, and of an artistic or 
useful character. This year those who can should visit 
our new room in the basement at 43, Great Portland Street, 
where these will be set out conveniently for their inspection 
and choice.

B O O K S .
Lights and Shadows translated from the French of 

Aimée Blech
B y  F R E D  R O T H W E L L .

C r o w n  8v o . 14 4  P P -

Offering
B y  C .  J I N  A R A  J A D  A S A ,  M . A .

C r o w n  16m o .  96 p p .

The Zodiac and the Soul
B y  C .  E .  O .  C A R T E R ,  B . A .

C r o w n  Svo. 112 p p .  N i n e  c h a r ts .

4s. 6d. net.

1 s. net

4s. 6d . n et

F R O M  O T H E R  P U B L I S H E R S ’  L I S T S .

THE LIFE OF SPACE by Maurice Maeterlinck. The author dis
courses on the mysteries of the Fourth Dimension, reviewing the 
theories of Hinton, Schofield, Ouspensky and others. 6s., postage 4d. 

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY by A. E. Thierens, Ph.D. An attempt to 
formulate a system of occult physics. 6s., postage 5d.

THE SILENCE by Evelyn Whitell. is. 6i., postage 2d.
THE VEDANTA ACCORDING TO SAMKARA AND RAMANUJA by

S. Radhakrisnan. ios., postage 6d.
THE NEW IMAGE by Claude Bragdon. Seventeen essays reviewing 

modem life in the light of the most Ancient Wisdom, ios. 6d., 
postage 6d.

B A R G A I N .

A PIXIE’S ADVENTURES IN HUMANLAND A fairy story for children
and grown-ups, by Jean Delaire. 2s. 61i. (reduced from 4s. 6d.)

A N D  O T H E R  S U I T A B L E  G I F T S .

Symbols of the T heosophical H and-Lettered  Cards
Society 

Silver Brooches or PendantS3S. 6d. 
Silver-Gilt Brooches or Pendants

5s.
Enamel Brooches or Pendants 5s. 
Coloured, on Card with Cord 

Unframed, is. Framed, 3s. 6d.
Star P ins

Brooches or Pendants in Silver 
or Enamel 2s. 6d.

A  Christmas Carol 3d.
Ghandarva Music 2s.

With striking extracts trom 
Theosophical writings and the 
Works of Krishnaji 6d.

Compton’s A rt P ottery
From is. 6d to ios.

Calendars 4 Various 

Christmas Cards J prices.

T he A strological

from

Calendar  
is. 6d.

P eace Cards id -
>» In passe-partout. 9d

PRIN TE D  B Y  TH E AN CH O R PR E SS, L T D ,, T IF T R B R , E SS E X , E N G LA N D .


