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RIDER'S MASONIC PUBLICATIONS 
A NEW ENCYCLOP lEDIA OF FR.EEMASONR Y 

(Ars Magna Latomorum). 
And of Cognate Instituted Mysteries, Their Rites, Literature, {',J History. 
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has to teach him." -The J ewisl, G11ardiaf>. 

" Two sumptuous volumes . . • • The Technology of Rites and Grades, and the conspectus 
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By W. L. WILMSHURST, P.M. Deroy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 
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Masonry to the Ancient Mysteries. 

" Among Freemasons it will be conceded that the author has justified the title of his work. 
The book is distinguished by patient research, erudition, lofty ideals, and good literary style ...• 
Mr. Wilmshurst carries one far beyond the ordinary conception of the Masonic Ait."-Yorkshire 
Post. 

" This most interesting and illuminative work is worthy a place on every Mason's bookshelf." 
-The New Age. 

MASONIC LEGENDS AND TR.ADtITIONS 
By DUDLEY WRIGHT. Crown 8vo, cloth. Illustrated Frontispiece. 
5s. net. 

"A book acceptable alike to the trifler and the student."-The Co-Mason. 
" He tells of the Temple of Solomon, of the Queen of Sheba, and Hiram King of Tyre, and 

refreshes us at the perennial springs of ancient romance and mystery ."-Binnitigham Weekly 
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"The book will appeal to a great many people of both sexes."-Noffing/,a,n Gnardian. 

WOMAN AND FR.EEMASONR.Y 
By DUDLEY WRIGHT. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s . net. 

CoNTENTS.-lntroduction-Adoptive Masonry-Th e Fendeurs-Egyptian Masonry and Count 
Cagliostro-Ritual of Adoptive Masonry-Ritual of Freemasonry for Ladies-Women Freemasons 
--Order of the Eastern Star-Modern Female Freemasonry-The Grand Orient of the Nether
lands on the Question. 

"Here is a book that should be in every Masonic Library."-T/ie Square, Vancouver, B.C. 
0 To students of rituals certain of Mr. Wright's pages will prove of great interest."-Th.e Times. 
"The author explores a wide field, bringing the fruit of much research within the compass of 

his pages and producing a work which, so far as statement oi fact is concerned, is final and 
authoritative.''-Dundee Advertiser. 

ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND FREEMASONRY 
By DUDLEY WRIGHT._ Deroy 8vo, cloth, IOS. 6d. net. 

This is an historical not a controver sial work. The volume contains a full translation of the 
official Bulls, Allocutions, Encyclical Letters , and Decrees issued against the craft by Popes and 
Bishops, as well as the official records oi tbe sufferings imposed upon Freemasons in the 
Inquisition . Incidentally it throws many interesting sidelights upon the history of Free
masonry in the United Kingdom and on the Continent of Europe, and gives particulars of many 
secret societies into which only Catholics were permitted to be initiated. The facts are given 
without embellishm ent ; they speak for themselves . The range covered by the work extends 
over two centuries, beginning with the lat ter part of the seventeenth century and carried up 
to the present day. 

FR.EEMASONR. Y : ITS . AIMS AND IDEALS 
By J. S. M. WARD, B.A., F.S.S., F.R.Econ.S. Author of Freemasonry 
and the Ancient Gods, etc . Deroy 8vo, cloth. rns. 6d. net. 

CONTENTS : Part I.-Tbe Ideals of Freemasonry-The Political Ideal-The Social Ideal
The Ritualistic Ideal-The Arcrueological Ideal-The Mystical and Religious Ideal-What 
Mysticism is-Conclusions. Part IL-Grave Problems :-Women and Masonry-The "Black" 
Lodges-The International Aspect of Freemasonry-Freemasonry and Established Religions
The Grand Ideal-The Formation of an International Grand Lodge. 

This work may be broadly regarded as a statement of the position and aims of Freemasonry . 
It gives a comprehensive review of Masonry in toe past and present, and raises many questions 
of paramount importance in reference to the immediate future of the institution. 
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• 



THE RELIGIOUS MYSTICISM 
OF THE UPANISHADS 

By R. GORDON MILBURN. 

96 pp . 7¼" by 4½" 3s. 6d., postage 3d. 

The aim of thi s book is t o help English-speaking people t o ent er into 
the thou gh t and fee lin g of the ancient Indian tr eatises on mys ti ca l philo
sop hy known as the Upanishads on th eir mor e definitely religious side. 

Th e wri t er introduces the subject . by givi ng some acco un t of the Upan i
sha ds, their origin an d doctrine, sho win g parallels an d contrasts between 
Chr istian and Hindu mysticism. He th en dea ls wit h th e specific meaning 
attach in g t o such terms as "Sa lv ation," "Yoga," "Bra hm a ," "the 
Divine Activity," "the In finit e," etc. A number of selected illu strativ e 
passages follow , forming in th emse lves a charming anth ology, und er such 
head in gs as Th e Omnipresence of God, Th e Inw ard Ruler, R eligion 
and Common Li fe, What th e Thund er Says, Th e H ard and Narrow 
Way, et c., and the book closes with sundr y not es of a h elpful .natur e . 

To the student of com p ara ti ve religion a nd philosophy the little vo lum e 
will supply a need. 
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By ALICE A. BAILEY 
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NOTES OF TBE lVIONTH 

IT is rather to be assumed that a man who writes about cosmic 
consciousness has undergone the experience in his own person. 
Otherwise what should lead to his writing on so strange and so 

abnormal an experience? We are not, however, 
COSMIC CON- . 1 d h h . d" "d 1 h h h d entit e to assume t at t e m 1v1 ua w o as a 
SCIOUSNESS . h · · . · · ·1 bl f t e expenence m quest10n 1s necessan y capa e o 
writing a good book or even of writing convincing ly on the sub
ject. Perhaps in a certain sense the outsider who has had no 
such experience can write more dispassionately and therefore 
with less bias on the nature of this strange phenomenon. 

The first edition of Dr. Bucke 's Cosmic Consciousness* was 
published as long ago as 19or. The book has been out of print 
some time, and the present edition has been corrected and 
entirely reset throughout. It has, I beli eve, the outstanding 
merit of being, whatever its defects, the only comprehensive 
work on the subject in existence. Dr. Bucke describes his own 
sensations when, at the beginning of his thirty-sixth year, he met 
with this experience . As this incident is the foundation stone of 
the work in question and led to an entire change in the author's 

* Cosmic Consciousness. A Study in the Evolution of the Human 
Mind . By Richard Maurice Bucke, M.D. American Book Supply Com 
pany, Ltd., 149 Strand, London, W.C. 2. 30s. net. New York: E . P. 
Dutton & Company, 681 Fifth Avenue. 
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whole mental and spiritual attitude,- it is well to give an 
account of it in his own words. It will be noted that, though the 
account is his own, he writes of himself in the third person. · 

It was in the early spring, at the beginning of his thirty-sixth y ear. 
He and h~o friends had spent the evening reading Wordsworth, Shell ey, 
Keats, Browning, and especi ally Whitman. They parted at midni ght, 
and he had a long drive in a hansom (it was in an English city). Hi s mind, 
deeply under the influence of the ideas, images and emotions called up 
by the reading and talk of the evening, was calm and peaceful. He was 
in a state of quiet, almost passive, enjoyment. All at once, without 
warn ing of any kind, he found himself wrapped around as it were b y a 

flame-coloured cloud. For an instant he thought of fire, 
DR. BUCKE'S some sudden conflagration in the great city; the next, he 

EXPERI- knew that the light was within himself. Directly aft er
ENCE. wards came upon him a sense of exu lt ation; of immense 

joyousness accompanied, or immediately followed, by 
an intell ectual illum ination quite impossible to describe . Into hi s br a in 
streamed one momentary lightning -flash of the Brahmic Splendour which 
h as ever since lightened his life ; upon his heart fell one drop of Brahmic 
Bliss, leaving thenceforward for always an aftertaste of heaven . Am ong 
other things he did not come to belie ve, he saw and knew that the Cosmos 
is not dead matter but a living Presence, that the soul of man is immort al, 
that the universe is so built and ordered that without any peradvent ure 
all things work together for the good of each and all, that the foundati on 
principle of the world is what we call love, and that the happiness of ev ery 
one is in the long run absolutely certa in. He claims that he learn ed i::nore 
within the few seconds during which the illumination lasted than in 
previous months or even years of study, and that he learned much that 
no study could ever have taught. 

This exper ience that has altered, in this and other similar 
cases, the whole tenor of the percipient's outlook on life appears, 
in its purer form, to have certain main characterist ics. The 
person affected realizes as never before the oneness of the uni
verse. He sees himself as part and parcel of this unity which he 
senses as the expression of a single conscious life. At the moment · 
of the experience the realization of th e consciousness of the 
separateness of the ego and the non-ego, the knower and the 
known, entire ly disappears. The man who has once had it is 
no longer able to feel a shadow of doubt as to human immortalit y . 
He knows it with a certainty that no argument or evidence can 

JESUS, 
strengthen or shake. Jesus presumably had this 
experienc e . on the Mount of Transfiguration, and 

BUDDHA , 
the Buddha writes -over and over again as if he 

AND ST. 
was famil iar with it, as for instance when he t ells us 

PAUL. 
how he attain ed enlightenment under the Bodhi tr ee. 

Among earlier mystics who hav e had kindred experiences the 
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case of St. Paul is probably the most familiar to readers, though 
we should hardly be justified in affirming in either of the two 
experiences recorded of him that they were certainly instances 
of what might strictly be termed cosmic consciousness, though 
perhaps the latter one to which he alludes in a very cryptic 
mann er may have been more definitely of this nature. The 
first of these, it will be remembered, was on the road to Damascus, 
when he was converted to Christianity, and had a vision of the 
Christ and saw a great light which had the effect of blinding him 
for some days afterwards. The other was many years later, 
when he was caught up into the third heaven and heard, as he 
says, "unspeakable words which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter." 

The seeing of this great light is one of the phenomena which 
recur again and again in these records, and seems to show 
that St. Paul 's first experience was at least akin to other pheno
mena of the kind. We should perhaps associate with these 

experiences what has been termed the Beatific 
COSMIC CON- y· · h" h t th 1· · d h 1s10n, w 1c comes o e re 1g10us evotee rat er 
SCIOUSNESS . . 

than to the mystical philosopher, and should (I 
AND THE . 

would submit) be regarded as a more personal 
BEATIFIC . ' 

phase of the same expenence. It may be that the 
VISION. b "fi . . . . th f 1· . f eah c v1s10n 1s m e nature o a rea 1zahon o 

the Higher Self or the Christ in man, while cosmic consciousness 
is in the nature of an intuitive perception of the immanence of 
the Deity in all manifested life, and the essential one-ness of the 
Universal Consciousness. According as the mind of the percipient 
is attuned by his past life and spiritual outlook, so does he attain 
to either one form of the experience or the other. Certainly the 
most notewortl).y records in early days, outside those which may 
be set down as of a specifically religious character, are those 
recorded of the great mystical philosopher Plotinus, of whose 
experiences in the matter there is no suspicion of doubt. Plotinus 
was born A.D. 204, and died approximately at the age of seventy. 
His philosophic training and ascetic life rendered him a pecu
liarly favourable subject for such an experience. His ideas as 
to the true inwardness of the cosmic scheme are beautifully 
expressed in the following passage : 

Ther e is a ra ying out of all orders of existence, an external emanation 
from th e ineffable One. There is again a returning impulse, drawing 
all upwards and inwards towards the centre from whence all came. Love, 
a s Plato in the Banquet beautifully says, is child of poverty and plenty. 
In the amorous quest of the soul after the Good lies the painful sense 

• 



• 
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of fa ll and depr ivation . But that love is blessing, is sa lvation , is our 
_ gua rdi an genius ; without it the centr ifu ga l law would 

THE TEACH- overpower us and sweep our sou ls out far from their 
ING AND source towa rd the cold extrem iti es of the material and t he 
EXPERI- manifold. Th e wise man r ecognizes the idea of the Good 

ENCES OF with in him. This he develops by withdrawal into t he 
PLOTINUS. holy plac e of his ~oul. He who does not und ersta n d h ow 

th e soul contains the bea utiful within it self, seeks to r ealize 
beaut y without, by labo riou s production. His aim shou ld r ather b e to 
concentrate a nd simplify, and so to expand hi s being ; inst ead of going 
out int o the manifold , to forsake it for th e One, an d so to float upw ards 
towa rds the divine fount of being whose st r eam flows within him. 

He asks how we can know the infinite, and replies that it 
cannot be known by rea son , but only by a faculty superior to 
this, which is attained by ent ering into a state in which man has 
his finite sense no long er, and in which th e divine essence is 

communicated to him. This, he says, is " ecst asy" 
BECOMING d l 1 b h" · " " h" h an c ear y y t 1s express10n, ecstacy, w 1c 

ONE WITH 11 . d " "d f lf Pl . rea y means sta n mg outs1 e o onese , otmus 
is referring to the phenomenon of cosmic conscious

INFINITE. 
ness. For he adds, " When you thus cease to be 

THE 

finite, you becom e one with the infinite." He also observes that 
this sublime condition is not of perm anent duration and it is only 
now and then that it can be enjoy ed. " I myself, " he says, 
"have realized it but thr ee times as yet." He tells us that " all 
that t ends to purify and eleva te th e mind will assist us in this 
attainment, and will facilitate the approach and recurrence of 
these happy int ervals ." 

Plotinus offers a philo sophical justification for such experi
ences . External objects, he tells us, pr esent us only with app ear 
ances. Th e probl em of true knowl edge, on th e other hand, 
deals with the ideal reality that exists behind these appearances . 
It follows, th erefore, that th e religion of truth 'is not to be 

0

inve s
tigated as a thin g external to us, and so only imperfectly know n. 
Rather, it is within us . Truth, therefore, he maintains, is not 
the agreement of our apprehension of an externa l object with 
the object itself, but it is the agreement of th e mind with its elf. 
Hence, he contends, knowl edge has thre e degre es : opm10ns, 
science, and illumination. 'Th e instrument of the first is sense, 
of the second dial ectic, and of the third intuition . This third 
is the absolute knowledg e founded on the identity of the mind 
knowing with the object known. 

We have little evidence bearing on this ph enomenon betw een 
the post-classical times of Plotinus and the later Middle Ages . 
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In th ese tim es, howev er, th ere are many not eworthy experiences 
recorde d with greater or less hi stori cal truth of th e 

MYSTERIOUS C h 1. . f h . d . . at o 1c samts o t at peno , conspicuous among 
EXPERIENCE 

whom may be named J ohn Yepes, mor e comm only 
OF ST. JOHN kn own as St. J ohn of th e Cross, and St. Theresa, 

OF THE 
both of whose-lives dat e as recently as th e sixt eenth 

CROSS. 
centur y A.D. St. John of th e Cross was born in 

1542 and died in 1591. At th e age of tw enty -one he adopted 
the religious habit of th e Carm elit e friar s. In 1578 he was 
impri soned for some month s for certain practi ces of a kind 
whi ch were regard ed by th e ecclesiastic al authorities as un or
thodox, and it was during thi s period at th e age of thirty-six th at 
he had th e my sterious psychic experience which is id entifi ed by 
Dr. Buck e with th e ph enom enon of cosmic consciousness, th ough 
it must be admitted th at th e evidence with regard to it s specific 
chara ct er is not altogether conclusive. Hi s biograph er, David 
Lewis, gives th e account of it as follows :-

His cell became :filled with li ght seen by th e bodily eye. One night 
the friar who kept him went as usual to see that his pri soner was safe, and 
witnessed the heaven ly li ght with which the cell was flooded. He did not 
stop to consider it , but hurri ed to the prior, thinking that some one in th e 

AN 
hou se had k eys to open the doors of th e prison . The prior, 
with two m em b ers of th e order , went a t once to t h e prison, 

UNEAR THLY but on his ent er ing the ro om throu gh which the prison was 
ILLUMINA- approached, th e light van ish ed. Th e pri or, how ever, 

TIO N . entered the cell, and, finding it dark, opened the lantern 
with which he had provid ed him self, and as ked the pri son er 

who had give n him th e light. St. John a nswered him , and said that no 
one in th e house had done so, that no one could do it, a nd th at th er e was 
n either candle nor lam p in th e cell . The prior m ade no rep ly and went 
away, thinkin g that the gao ler h ad made a mi stake . 

St. John, at a lat er tim e, to ld one of his brethr en that th e 
heavenly light, which God so mercifull y sent him, last ed the night 
through, and that it filled his soul with joy and mad e the night 
pass away as if it were but a mom ent . Wh en his impri sonm ent 
was drawing to its close he he ard our Lord say to him, as it were 
out of th e soft light that was around him , "John, I am here; 
be not afra id; I will set th ee free." A few moment s lat er, while 
making his escape from the prison of th e monastery , it is said 
that he had a repetition of the experienc e, as follows:-

He saw a wonderful li ght, out of which came a voice, " Fo llow m e.'' 
H e follow ed, and the light moved befor e him towards th e wall which was 
on the b ank, a nd th en, he kn ew not how, he found himself on th e summit 
of it without effort or fatigue. He desce nded into th e street, and then 
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the light vanished. So brilliant was it, that for two or three days after
wards, so h e confessed at a late r time, hi s eyes were weak, as if he had 
been looking at the sun in it s strength. 

Elsewhere St. John of the Cross refers to his own spiritual 
experie nces in language which sugges t s that th ese were of a 
similar character to those already record ed . But his langu age 

is vague, and deliberately so, as he says th at his 
AN description of his experi ence " r elates to matt ers so 

EXPERIENCE . · d · · 1 b ffl h f mt eno r an sp1ntua as to a e t e power s o 
BAFFLING . 

language." "All I say," he contmues, "falls far 
THE short of that which pass es in this intimat e unio n of 

POWERS OF . . 
the soul with God, . . . I stood enraptur ed m 

LANGUAGE . t b .d lf d . ecs asy es1 e myse , an m my every sense no 
sense remained. My spirit was endowed with understanding, 
und ers tanding not, all knowledge transc endi ng. . . . H e who 
really ascends so high annihilates himself and all his previ ous 
knowledge seems ever less and less." 

St. Th eresa 's mystical experi ences, as is well known, were 
legion. Th ey includ ed th e stigmata, i .e., the imprint of the five 
wounds of the Crucifixion, levitation, clairvoyance, clairaudi ence, 
etc. She, too, had an experience which she t erms the "orison 
of union," which corresponds closely by its description to cosmic 
consciousness. 

In this orison of union [says St. Theresa], the soul is fully awake as 
regards God, but wholly as leep as rega rds things of this world, and in 
respect of hers elf. During the short time the union lasts she is as it were 
deprived of eve ry feeling, and even if she would she could not think of any 
single thing. Thus she needs to emp loy no artifice in order to assist the 
use of her understandin g . In short, she is utterly dead to the thing s of 
the world, and lives solely in God. . . . Thus does God when He raises 

the soul to union with Himself sus pend the natural action 
THE ORISON of all faculti es . But this time is always short, and it seems 

OF UN ION . even shorter than it is. God establ ishes Himself in t he 
interior of this soul in such a way that when she returns 

to herself it is wholly impo ssible for her to doubt that she has been in God 
and God in h er . This truth remains so strong ly impressed on her that 
eve n though many years should pa ss without the co_ndition returni ng, 
she can neither forget th e favour she received nor doubt of its reality. If 
yo u ask how it is possible that the soul can see and und erstand that she 
has been in God, since during the union she has neither sight nor und er
stan din g, I r ep ly that she does not see it then, but that she sees it clearly 
later afte r she has returned to herself, not by any vision but by a certitude 
which ab ides with her and which God alone can give her. 

Reverting to the same experience on ano ther occasion, St . 
Theresa recounts how one day it was granted to her to perceive 
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in one instant how all things are seen and contained in God. 
" I did not," she adds, "perceive them in their proper form, and 
nevertheless the view I had of them was of a sovereign clear
ness and has remained vividly impressed upon my soul. This 
view was so subtile and delicate that the understanding cannot 
grasp it." 

J acob Boehme is another classic examp le of this experience. 
His first illumination occurred in the year 1600, when he was 
twenty-five years of age, and he had a further and more vivid 
experie nce ten years lat er. Martensen describes Boehme's first 
expe ri ence as follows :-

Sitting one day in his room his eyes fell upon a burnished pewter dish, 
which reflect ed the sunshine with such marve llou s sp lendour that he fell 
into an inward ecstasy, and it seemed to him as if he could now look into 

the principles and deepest foundation of things. He 
JACOB believed that it was only a fancy, and in order to banish 

BOEHME'S it from his mind he went out upon the green. But here 
VISION. he remarked that he gazed into the ve r y heart of things, 

the very herbs and grass, and that actual nature harmonized 
with what he had inwardly seen. He said nothing to anyone, but 
praised and thanked God in silence. He continued in the honest practice 
of his craft, was attentive to his domestic affairs, and was on terms of 
good-wi ll with all men. 

Of his complete illumination ten years lat er he says himself : 
The gate was opened to me that in one quarter of an hour I saw and 

knew more than if I had been many years together at a university, at 
which I exceedingly admired and thereupon turned my prai se to God for 
it. For I saw and knew the being of all things, the byss and the abyss 
and the eternal generation of the Holy Trinity, the descent and the original 
of the world and of all creatures through the divine wisqom : I knew and 
saw in myself all the three wor lds, namely, (1) the divine (angel ica l and 
paradisaical) ; and (2) the dark (the original ofthe nature to the fire) , and 
then (3) the external and the visible world (being a procreation or external 
birth from both the internal and the spi ritu al worlds) . And I saw and 
knew the who le working essence, ·in the evi l and the good and the original 
and the existence of each of them; and likewise how the fruit-bearing 
womb of eternity brought forth. So that I not only did greatly wonder 
at it but did also exceed ingly rejoice. 

Of men belonging to our mod ern world who have had the 
experie nce of cosmic consciousness, two only seem 

EDWARD . d b 1 t 1 l"d . . 0 . to my mm a so u e y va 1 mstances. ne 1s 
CARPENTER . 

Edward Carpenter, th e author of Towards Demo-
AND 

JAME S 

ALLEN. 

cracy, a work of great breadth and insight, with 
which every reader of this magazine should make 
himself familiar if he has not already done so, and 

James Allen, the author of From Poverty to Power, As a Man 
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Thinl~eth, and many other booklets which may be characteri zed 
as essays on the spiritual life. Edward Carpenter has him self 
stated that he had this experience, and in fact intimated as 
much in a letter to Dr. Bucke himself. 

I really do not feel [he says in this letter ] that I can tell you any
thing without falsifying and obscuring the matter. I have done my best 
to wr ite it out in To wards D emocracy . I had no experience of phys ical 
light in this relation . The perception seems to be one in which all t he 
senses unite into one sense, in which yo u become the object, but thi s is 
unintelligib le mentally speaking. I do not think the matter can be 
defined as yet, but I do not know that there is any harm in writing 
abo ut it. 

Elsewhere, in Civilization : Its Cause and Cure, he writes more 
definitely on the sub ject : 

There is in every man a loc al consciousness connected with his 
quite externa l body. That we know . Is there not also in every man 
the making of a universal con sciousness ? That there are in us pha ses 
of consciousness which transcend the limit of the bodily senses is a matter 
of daily experience. That we perceive and know things which are not 
conveyed to us by the bodily eyes and heard by our bodily ears is cer
tain. That there arise in us waves of consciousness from those around 
us, from the people, the race to which we belong, is also certain. May 

there not th en be in us the makings of a perception and 
EDWARD knowledge which shall not be relative to this body whi ch 

CARPENTER is here and now, but wh ich shal l be goo d for all time and 
ON COSMIC everywhe re ? Does there not exist in truth, as we ha ve 

CONSCIOUS - already hinted, an inner illumination of which what we 

NESS . 
call light in the outer world is the part ial express ion and 
manifestation, by which we can ultimately see things as 

they are, beholding all creation, not by any loca l act of perception, but by 
a cosmical intuition and pr escience, identifying ourse lves with what we 
see ? Does there not exist a perfected sense of hearing as of the morn
ing stars singing together, an understanding of the words that are spok en 
all throu gh th e universe, the hidden meaning of all things, a profound 
and far-pervading sense of which our ordinary sense of sound is only 
the first novitiate and intuition ? · 

Mr. Carpenter refers elsewhere to "that inner vision which 
tra nscends sight as far as sight transcends touch," and to "a 
consciousne ss in which the contrast between the ego and th e 
exte rnal world and the distinction between subject and object 
fall away." Th ese are sure ly th e words of one who has hims elf 
undergone this experience. Carpenter, however, is careful to 
warn us that we are not to suppose that people who have th is 
experience are in any way to be regarded as infallibl e as to its 
exa ct meaning. "In many cases indeed," he remarks, "the 
very novelty and strangeness of the experience may give rise to 
phantasmal trains of delu sive speculation." 
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In further interpretation of this mystery he observes that the 
whole body is only as it were one organ of the cosmic conscious
ness. " To attain this latter one must have the power of know
ing oneseff separate from the body, of passing into a state of 
ecstasy, in fact. Without this, cosmic consciousness cannot be 
experienced." It is perhaps well that Mr. Edward Carpenter has 
written of the matter so definitely and from such an aloof and 
impersonal standpoint as he has done, as those who hav e experi
enced the state have, as a rule, been both too reserved with 
regard to their spiritual experiences and too deficient in the 

THE 
CLAIM OF 

critical faculty to give us anything that would 
appear to the ordinary mind as a satisfactory 
explanation of the phenomenon. We have nothing, 

JAMES for instance, in writing, from Mr. James Allen, who 
ALLEN . 

claims to have had the experience more than once, 
which would throw any intimate light on what he saw and felt in 
connection with it, though it leaves its i:race, as it must ever do, 
on his own standpoint in life, and on all that he has written. Mr. 
Allen claimed to have had this experience in the first instance at 
24, an unusually early age, while later on it returned after an 
interva~ of ten years in, as he says, a more permanent form. 

In three modern poets-Wordsworth, Tennyson, and Walt 
Whitman-- - there are suggestions which point to some experience 
of the kind, and Walt Whitman especially, in his Leaves of Grass, 
has expressed in singularly beautiful phraseology the mental 
attitude which we associate with the transmutation of the 
individual life by this mystical experience. 

The lines··written by Wc;irdsworth on Tintern Abbey, in his 
twenty-ninth year, are again singularly apposite as an expres 
sion of the mental state to which cosmic consciousness serves as 
the portal. In these he speaks of 

That blessed mood 
In which the burden of the mystery , 
In which the heavy and the weary weight 
Of all this unintelligible world 
Is lightened : that serene and blessed mood 
In which the affections gently lead us on. 
Until, the breath of this corporeal frame 
And even the motion of our human blood 
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep 
In body, and become a living soul; 
While with an eye made quiet by the power 
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy, 
We see into the life of things . 
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Further lines in the same poem suggest the occurrence of an 
actua l personal experience in this connection, and we should 
perhaps be right if we classed this poet (albeit with some hesi
tancy) along with the others given in these Notes as on<le of th ose 

" WITH THE who ~ctually entered into this state of higher 
consc10usness, who have been put en rapport 

BODILY . h h . f 11 . 
EYE? ,, wit t e umty o a created life, and have seen 

" with the bodily eye " and not in any mere poetical 
vision, " the light that nev er was on land or sea." Thus he 
writes once more : 

I have felt 
A presence that disturbs me with th e joy 
Of elevated thought; a sense sub lime 
Of something far more deeply interfused, 
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns, 
And the round ocean and th e li vin g air, 
And the blue ~ky, and in the mind of man
A motion and a spirit, that impels 
All thinking things, all objects of all thought, 
And rolls through all things. 

Tennyson's verse again is steeped in a mysticism the depth 
of which the ordinary reader, and ind eed the critic as well, 

hav e been too slow to appreciate. The author of 
TENNYSON 

Cosmic Consciousness himself speaks of this po et 
far too depr eciatingly and must, I am afraid, be 

MYSTIC. 
numbered with those who fail to gauge his true 

AS A 

greatness, and the inwardn ess of what he wrote. The whole 
conception . underlying the vers es on the Holy Grail is steeped 
in mystical insight, and the thought' of the deep reality und er
lyin g th e ent ire phantasmagoria of the phenomenal world is 
seldom far absent from th e poet's thought. 

The following lines from The Holy Grail may be given as an 
instance, but they are only one example out of many : 

Let the visions of the night , or of the day 
Come as they wi ll ; and many a time they come, 
Until this earth he walks on seems not earth, 
This light that strikes his eyeball is not light, 
This air that smites his forehead is not air, 
But vision-yea his very hand and foot-
In moments when he feels he cannot die, 
And knows himself no vision to himself, 
Nor the high God a vision, nor that one 
Who rose again ; ye have seen what ye have seen. 
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Again in The Ancient Sage, as many readers will recall, he 
relates how 

... revolving in myself 
The word that is the symbol of myself, 
The mortal limit of the Self was loosed, 
And passed into the nameless, as a cloud 
Melts into heaven. I touch'd my limbs, the limbs 
Were strange, not mine-and yet no shade of doubt, 
But utter clearness, and thro' loss of self 
The gain of such large life as matched with ours 
Were sun to spark-unshadowable in words, 
Themselves but shadows of a shadow-world. 

This is admittedly the record of a personal experience and 
is referred to as such in the poet's Life by his son, the present 
Lord Tennyson. 

Dr. Bucke gives many instances in his work of men who, in 
his view, have experienced cosmic consciousness in some form or 
other, but by the critical mind many of these can hardly be 
regarded as legitimate . Among these may be mentioned 
Mohammed, whose illumination might be defended by some, but 
who to my thinking rather appears to have written the Koran 
in much the same way as Madame Blavatsky wrote Isis Unveiled, 

and whom I should class rather as a natural medium 
DOUBTFUL . h' h 1 '11 · t D . m t is respect t an as a rea i umma e. ante 1s 
INSTANCES. · h · · · h d h agam anot er mstance given, wit regar tow om, 

however, conclusive evidence is lacking. The Bacon and Shake 
speare controversy is introduced rather unfortunately into the 
present work, from which it would be well, I cannot help think
ing, that such fantastic and irrelevant controversies were omitted . 
Several of the instances given in the present Notes do not appear 
at all. No woman is named among the subjects of this experi
ence. I myself have instanced St. Theresa, and among the 
moderns in this connection Anna Kingsford, an illuminate of a 
very different type, should not be overlooked. 

Probably at the present time, though Dr. Bucke cites only 
the case of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, this experience is more 
common among the saints and ascetics of India than in any 
other part of the world'. A training which lends itself naturally 
to the production of such phenomena is the well-known yoga 
discipline, the goal of which is the attainment of samadhi, a state 
near akin to, if not pr<J.ctically identical with, that known in the 
West as cosmic consciousness. 

Dr. Bucke claims that the cases of cosmic consciousness are 
steadily increasing as the world grows older, and this may well 

M 
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be so, but the instances chosen by him are not unfrequently 
so capricious, while other important ones are omitted, that the 
list he gives in support of his contention will hardly carry con
viction, more especially as only one is given from India. 1111. 
Dr. Bucke's opinion there is a steady development of sent ient 
life from that simple consciousness which is possessed by the 
higher types of the animal kingdom, onward to the self-conscious
ness which, together with the use of language, is the differenti
ating characteristic of mankind, right up to that cosmic con
sciousness which he holds will be, in ::eons to come, the heritage 
of all alike. By that time it may be supposed mankind will 
have developed a more spiritual type of body and nervous 
organization which will be permanently responsive to influences 
which to-day reach only the rarest types of humanity in occa
sional and evanescent flashes. 

I am publishing a letter in my correspondence columns this 
month from Mr. Edward L. Gardner, acting General Secretary 
for the Theosophical Society in England, in which he takes me 

THE 

THEO-

to task for saying that much dissatisfaction exists 
at the pr esent time within the ranks of the Theo
sophical Society, and " that attempts to rende r it 

SOPHICAL 
mor,e popular and responsive to the views of its 

SOCIETY. 
members have been overridden by superior author-

ity, which adopts altogether too autocratic a standpoint." Mr. 
Gardner traverses this statement, but what are the facts? I 
have before me the notice of the calling of a special convention 
of the Theosophical Society in England, in which the two follow
ing resolutions appear under the heading of agenda : 

RESOLUTION No. 1. 

THAT this SPECIAL CONVENTION of THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN 

ENGLAND resolves that it re-affirms the democratic basis of the Consti
tution of the National Society, and the right of its Members to have a 
...-oice in the management of its affairs and the election of its Officials, 
and to discuss at the Annual Convention matters of business arising out 
of the General Secretary's Report. 

THAT this CONVENTION furthermore affirms the complete impartiality 
and neutrality of the Society in all matters concerning religion and poli
tics, and that the Society had no connection, official or unofficial, with 
any religious or political Organization whatever. 

RESOLUTION No. 2. 

THAT this SPECIAL CONVENTION of THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN 
ENGLAND hereby registers its profound regret that the state of the Theo
sophical Society at large is so unsatisfactory, and that disharmony within 
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it is so rampant, rendering the Society incapable of performing the three
fold function declared in its Objects. This SPECIAL CONVENTION attri 
butes the paralysis of the Theosophical Society to the many grave errors 
of the Administration, its lack of courage in dealing with alleged delin
quencies, and its reliance on autocratic and secret control, rather than 
on the cleansing democratic principles expressed in its Constitution and 
those of its component National Societies. 

This SPECIAL CONVENTION therefore resolves to appeal to the several 
National Societies in the above terms to throw off all secret control and 
to restore harmony by a reliance on the original democratic principles. 

What, I may ask, can be the meaning of these resolutions if 
there is not the dissatisfaction to which I refer and if the 
governing body is all that Mr. Gardner's fancy paints it? These 
resolutions, which are only the two first of nine, are followed by 
a third which discountenances the propagation of the particular 
teachings and beliefs of the Liberal Catholic Church, and the 
Order of the Star in the East, while others deal with more special 
points to which there is no call to me to allude in the present 
context . I would suggest that under the circumstances it is a 
mistake to adopt an ostrich-like attitude and shut one's eyes to 
facts that are quite apparent and not open to dispute. As to 
whether the discontented element, which is undoubtedly a large 
one, is right or wrong in its contentions, is a matter on which 
different views may well be held. That the discontent exists 
and has found voice in the calling of this Special Convention is 
surely sufficient warrant for the observations which I made. 

I have always endeavoured to make it clear that in such 
matters I write as an outsider and not as one who is committed 
by bias to any one party in such disputes. As my readers must 
be aware, these are many and varied, and the recent publica
tion of The Mahatma Letters to A. P. Sinnett, transcribed, com
piled and introduced by A. T. Barker,* has tended to foment 
discussion and to lead to the expression of many divergent 
opinions, of a number of which the editor has been the recipient 
in his private correspondence. I am publishing in the present 
issue two articles dealing with this strange mass of correspon-

dence from two standpoints of a totally different 
THE character. These commentaries on a monumental 

MAHATMA k I b l" 1 1 d t . wor are, e 1eve, ca cu ate . o arouse interest, 
LETTERS. though they do not by any means exhaust the pros 

and cons of the subject, and the problems which it raises. We 
are confronted in the first instance with the question of the 
genuineness of the letters ; the actual facts as to the method by 

* London: T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd. 
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which they were received; and (assuming them to have been 
psychically communicated by some means or other) the identity 
and authoritative position (if any) of their extra-mundane com
municators. A further question has been raised as to t he 
justification for publishing correspondence of the kind which 
its recipient was specifically instructed to treat as confident ial. 
Supposing that the passing over of the persons alluded to in the 
letters in question in none too complimentary terms should be 
regarded as sufficient justification for their publication, are we 
entitled to assume that, if some of them are genuine, all are 
equally so? If this is the case, what view must we take of t he 
contradictory attitudes adopted at times as between one com
municant and another? Mr. Barker's preface again raises a 
controversial point as regards the much-vexed question of 

spiritualistic communications and the theory widely 
· THE held in certain Theosophical quarters that t he 

DOCTRINE ll d · t · h , 1 a ege commumcan s m sue seances are mere y 
" OF ,, the shells of disembodied entities. Though th ese 

SHELLS. l · · · M etters are m every case commumcatlons to r. 
Sinnett, it is well known that he himself would have repudia t ed 
this position, or at least narrowed it down almost to vanishing 
point, and in fact, he had no scruple in utilizing spirituali stic 
means of communication over a long series of years. It is not 
therefore to be supposed that he would have regarded with either 
sympathy or favour the very frankly outspoken views on this 
matter of the editor of the letters which, in any case, seem hardly 
called for in his prefatory observations . However we may 
regard this extensive correspondence which deals in detail with 
many problems of supreme interest to the student of the occult, 
there is no doubt of the historical value of the documents in 
question as throwing light on early developments of the Theo
sophical Soi;iety. · 

Another point of far wider significance is the question that 
the whole matter raises as to whether, and to what extent, 
highly evolved spiritual forces on the other side initiate great . 

movements on the physical plane. Such interven-
WAS ' 'f . k 1 . dl t hon, 1 1t ta es p ace, 1s assure y a very grea 

THEOSOPHY . . 
factor m the history of the world, and we are 

INITIATED 
clearly entitled to assume that the spiritual powers 

FROM THE that intervene are not always of such potency t h at 
OTHER 

they can ensure that the plans they lay shall not 
SIDE? 

miscarry-especially as these must be entrusted for 
their execution to human agents whose deficiencies; whether 
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intellectual or moral, must inevitably hamper the carrying out 
of the original design. Nor, indeed, can we say that the origina
tors are necessarily so highly evolved that they will be possessed 
of sufficient wisdom and judgment to choose those instruments 
who will be best adapted for the purposes they have in view. 
An Indian occultist on the other side, however far advanced 
in his cosmic knowledge, it might well be argued, could with 
difficulty gauge the intellectual outlook of the West and the 
type of mentality which could best further his projects in a 
civilization so completely dominated by materialistic conceptions. 
Mr. Kingsland, I think, well points out that the Theosophical 
Society has been in error in raising the alleged Masters from 
beyond the Himalayas to the position of demi-gods. The evi
dence before us rather points to the fact that, if we are justified 
in the hypothesis indicated above, they are rather in the nature 
of advanced occultists. The temptation in the first instance 
was an obvious one, as it was doubtless thought that the higher 
the rank accorded the Masters the greater the glory that would 
redound to the Theosophical Society. The results of such an 
error are before us to-day, and it is to be noted that these said 
Masters never appear to have made the claims to that high 
spiritual eminence which were so readily accorded to them by 
their devotees. The old proverb says that "the best laid plans 
of mice and men oft gang agley." Perhaps this alliteration 
might be still further accentuated by the inclusion of yet another 
M ! Even on the spiritual plane what is there which should 

· make us suppose that the "Masters," or "Mahatmas" if we so 
style them, could carry out their plans unhampered by opposing 
forces ? Take an instance of a parallel kind. Let us assume, 
for the sake of -argument, that the conception of the League of 
Nations was engineered from the spiritual plane. What happened 
to this when the attempt was made to put it into concrete and 
practical form ? The fallibility of the human instruments that 
endeavoured to carry it out has resulted, so far at least, only in 
its inglorious collapse. Let us hope that some Higher Power 
has written "Resurgam" over its inanimate form! 

I have received an anonymous letter from a psycho-analytical 
correspondent who resents my classing psycho-analysts and 
materialists together in my last Notes of the Month. Surely, 
however, it is the case that the psycho-analyst has specialized 
on the materialistic side of dreamland and quite unjustifiably 
ignored its psychical element . It seems to me, therefore, that 
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my criticism was not uncalled for. My correspondent warns 
me that I shall be putting up the backs of the psycho-analy sts. 
I am afraid, however, that I have done this already, and l can 
only congratulat e myself on the fact that certain adherent s of 
that cult have so far overlooked my rather scathing criticisms 

as to remain readers of the Magazine. As already 
A stated, I am quite prepared to admit the sound 

PSYCHO- f d . f . h 1 . 1 h . oun ahon o certam psyc o-ana yhca t eon es, 
ANALYTICAL . . 

notably that which emphasizes the fact that a large 
PROTEST. b f d · h f · h num er o our reams are m t e nature o w1s -

fulfilments. Most psycho-analytical interpretations of dreams 
appear to me, howev~r, to be ludicrous and grotesque, and un 
questionably the psycho-analyst reduces dream allegory to an 
absurdity by his fantastic use and over-emphasis of it. From a 
therapeutic point of view I would suggest that the average psycho
ana lyst has done more harm than good, and it would be easy to 
instance cases in which the unearthing of a person's forgott en 
past has had lamentable consequences. These persons should 
remember Longfellow's line, " Let the dead past bury its dead ," 
and not evoke ghosts of forgotten tragedies which may in many 
cases continue to haunt the waking life of the sufferer by th eir 
unwelcome presence. In such cases the banishing ritual of the 
wise magician would be calculated to prove the more efficient 
weapon. I would add that, as my correspondent should be 
aware, I cannot in any c~se und ertake the publication of anon
ymous letters. 



'rHE MAHATMA LETTERS TO A. P. 
SINNETT 

A NOTE BY WILLIAM LOFTUS HARE 

I GLADLY respond to the Editor's invitation to contribute a 
short statement .. on this remarkable book.* Five hundred pages 
of small type is more than I can pretend to have digested thor
oughly in the short time during which the book has been in circu
lation. The letters belong to a time remote from me, and, with 
the excepti_on of Mr. Sinnett and one or two others, refer to 
persons with whom I was unacquainted. Besides, there is not, 
and hardly could be, an index to guide the reader in the chaotic 
mass of subject-matter contained in the Letters themselves. He 
must read them 'again and again, making copious notes and cross
references before he can give-if he so desire-a judicial verdict on 
the meaning and value of this book. And he will have to deliver 
not one judgment only, but as many as there are outstanding 
themes blended in the Letters. To perform the task adequately 
would be a tour de force which I doubt if anyone will undertake. 
And for a good reason : for the book excites reactions according 
to the predispositions of those who read it. Some will absorb 
with avidity the sensational marvels therein recounted; others 
endowed with a priori credulity will recognize all the words as 
coming from divine wisdom. Readers of taste will jib at the 
bad grammar, logical people will protest against the torrents of 
rhetorical dogma ; scientific men will gasp at the outworn con
ceptions still fighting for a place in the age of wireless and radio
activity . Comparative religionists will rub their eyes and ask 
if it is they or the authors who play the role of Rip van Winkle . 
Christians will feel hurt at the contempt hurled at their faith 
and practice : spiritualists will growl, rationalists will grunt, 
materialists will laugh. 

In the Theosophical Society the Letters raise three separate 
storms-again according to predispositions-among the Blavat
skyites, the Besantites, and the neutral sceptics. Calm reigns only 
on the surface of the ocean of the disinterested members. 

* The Mahatma Letters to A. P . Sinnett from The Mahatmas M. and 
K. H. Transcribed, Compiled, and with an Introduction by A. T. Barke.r . 
London: T. Fisher Un.win, Ltd. Price 21s. net . 

Hi 
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The foregoing remarks will indicate how difficult I find it to 
decide what topics to select for discussion here. The Letters 
were, and are, the chief and basic authority for all that came 
after them and out of them . If the Letters can stand scrutiny, 
what follows from them is one sure ground, not otherwise. 

I put aside for the moment the hundred and one separate 
elements of these Letters-spiritualism, precipitation, cosmogony, 
magic, evolution, the Masters and Supermasters, etc.-in order 
to consider their general character. We must go back fifty 
years and cut out all that has intervened between r875 and 
to-day, so that we may estimate their significance. At . that 
moment the s~ienfe of Comparative Religion had hardly come 
into being. Some few translations of Oriental works had been 
made but no proper idea had been formulated as to their value 
and relation. The laity, at any rate, was quite ignorant of 
Indian, Buddhist and Chinese philosophy, while the specialists 
like Max Millier and his band of helpers were busy examining 
the treasures which lay before their eyes. Of a general knowledge 
of religious psychology there was none; James, Starbuck, and 
J. M. Bucke had not appeared ; universal data had not been 
collected ; conclusions had not been reached. 

Philosophically, the Western world was dominated by Spen
cer, Comte and the neo-Kantians. Schopenhauer, the first of 
the Vitalists, had spoken but was not heard, while Nietzsche 
and Bergson had exercised little influence. Mechanical science 
was conquering all along the line, commerce was supreme and 
the British Empire was at its height. At such a moment Madame 
Blavatsky launched her Isis Unveiled.. She was determined that 
the world should not be divided between the Pope and Mr. 
Gladstone on the one hand and Darwin on the other. Her 
book was full of wit and wisdom-and as full of mistakes. It 
was in effect anti-Christian and anti-English. The Indian 
Goddess of Wisdom, Sarasvati, put in a claim to be heard. 

The Letters continued the work begun in I sis making correc
tions here and there. They stimulated fresh books from the 
masterly pen of Mr. Sinnett, who, with the utmost patienc e, 
brought a cosmos out of their chaos, transmuted their almost bar
baric style into Gladstonian English. The Letters, be h remem
bered, were strictly secret and were ordered, in a dozen places. 
not to be published. How then does it happen that Mr. Bark er 
has allowed himself to print them in full and Mr. Jinarajadasa 
to print them in part ? Anyhow, for the sake of the truth there 
is no reason to regret their publication now. · 
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I turn next to the general content of these Letters ; they 
reveal a condition of acute strife within the body of the recently 
born Theosophical Society. Many personages, long since disap
peared, are accused of various vices from fraud to narrow minded 
egoism. The sceptical Mr. Hume, the ascetic and ambitious 
Mrs. Kingsford, the naif and worldly Mr. Sinnett, all receive 
appropriate castigation from the hidden hands of the Mahatmas 
K.H. and M.-the Masters Koot Hoomi and Morya. We shall 
never know perhaps exactly how these Letters were transmitted 
from first to last. Some are supposed to have been " precipi
tated," some were found under pillows, in books, or were sent 
through the post. Others were said to have been written auto
matically by various Chelas, known and unknown, and even 
by Madame Blavatsky herself. In very early days grave sus
picion was roused that the Letters were not genuine productions 
of their reputed authors, and the matter is hardly settled by 
the Editor's assurance that "Mr. Sinnett received many letters 
from the Mahatmas . . . and it is these original communica
tions which are published in the present volume." 

The philosophical doctrines contained in the Letters were, of 
course, almost entirely new in their day, though they have during 
forty years leaked out, as they were intended to do, in Theosophi
cal literature. India had a long religious and philosophical his
tory to her credit. The Ancient Vedic cults had given place 
to sacerdotal Brahminism ; out of this had arisen scores of 
schools and disciplines. Yogis and Sannyasins, gurus and achar
yas, had multiplied for centuries. The Sutras of the six systems 
of philosophy drawn from the basic Upanishads were in general 
circulation. Besides this, there had been the great tree of Bud
hism with its branches spreading from India to Ceylon,,Burmah 
and Siam as well as to Kashmir, Tibet, China and Japan. 

The passage of Buddhism to Tibet is of peculiar interest to our 
present concerns. It was due to the missions sent from the fourth 
century A.D. from the Indian monastery of Vikramasila to the 
King of Tibet-and the softening influence of his Chinese and 
Nepaulese wives, both Buddhists-that the religion took root. 
But the soil was poor and the growth, though great, was corrupt ; 
the undergrowth of Shamanism, besides the ignorance of the 
people, has choked the once pure Dharma, and Tibet, instead of 
being as Theosophical legend has always taught us, the home of 
esoteric Buddhism, is the least Buddhistic country of all 
Buddhadom. This brings me to the next point of importance. 

We are told in the Introduction to the Letters that they 
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emanate from " certain Eastern Teachers said to belong to an 
Occult Brotherhood living in the trans-Himalayan fastnesses of 
Tibet." After forty years it is tantalizing not to know where 
the great White Lodge is situated. Visitants to Tibet, from 
Father Antonio de Andrade in r550 to Dr. McGovern in r923, 
have never discovered any signs of it, though a certain Major 
Cross last year made the sensational announcement that he had 
met with Madame Blavatsky's Tibetan guru, aged 240, in his 
penetration of the "fastnesses." After this news had been trum
peted in the Theosophical journals with great jubilation, it was 
cruelly discovered that Major Cross was romancing. He was 
"pulling the leg "of the Times of India. 

The " Asiatic Researches " of Csoma de Ki:iri:is and the " Illus
trations of the Literature and Religion of the Buddhists " by 
Brian Hodgson were issued in r833 and r84r respectively. French, 
Indian and German scholars followed with rich results. I say 
this in order to remark that in these works, so far as I am aware, 
the system of cosmogony and anthropogenesis expounded in the 
Letters will not be found. The general belief that" Theosophy," 
as taught by the Masters, came from the " fastnesses " of Tibet 
would not be supported, I undertake to say , by the most exhaus
tive study of Tibetan literature as a whole. What about Indian 
literature ? With a better knowledge of it-and, what is impor
tant, with a later knowledge-I say dogmatically that the system 
of the Letters does not correspond to any doctrine of Indian phil
osophy known to me. In reading the Letters I cannot tell whether 
the Authors are Vedantists, Sankhyans, Hinayana or Mahayana 
Buddhists. They do not know their Upanishads very well, and 
although there are occasional references to Adwaitism, the beauty 
of the central idea of that philosophy does not seem to have 
penetrated deeply. The Sankhyan doctrine of Kapila is more 
evident in the various ideas about Purusha and Prakriti (the 
Soul and Nature) and the evolution and involution of the world 
over incalculable periods of time. Of the Pali Scriptures-the 
Tripitaka-I can find in one reading no mention whatever. A 
few unknown Chinese books are mentioned while the great 
Classics are ignored-although the Master K. H . has since been 
" looked up " and found to be a re-incarnation of Lao-tze the 
author of the Tao-teh-King. Of the Dhamakaya or" Truth-body" 
of the Mahayana system there is a discussion in the Letters, but the 
light is poor compared with what we have now on the subject . 
The Dialogues of Plato, the works of Aristotle and the Neo-platon
ists, the Roman Stoics and Christian Saints, never reached the 
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inaccessible fastnesses of the Tibetan library, although, singu
larly enough, most of the contemporary scientific literature and 
some of our rather banal poetic prov erbial philosophy- not 
excluding limericks-had arrived . The Mahatm as know 
French and a little Italian, though they mis-write and mis
spell English. 

On the subject of Yoga, Hindu and Buddhist ethics th ere 
is nothing of value compared with what can now be obtained 
in shilling manuals, though I have no doubt it was all that was 
available in the 'eighties . 

With Scientific conceptions of that day I am not so familiar 
and do not care to express myself regarding the many astronomi
cal, physical and chemical theories discu ssed. I point out, how
ever, that-perhaps in accord with the anti-Christian bias of the 
Letters-the doctrine of evolution "from the dumb off-shoot 
of the Ape " is accepted (p. rr9), and Cuvier " the ethnographist 
whose Bible-stuffed brain made him divide mankind into but 
three races "is corrected by an appeal to Pritchard who suggest ed 
seven . Thereafter the doctrine of the Seven Root Races is pro
pounded (p. rzo) in June, r882. This is an illustration of th e 
way in which a few Western ideas are "confirmed" by th e 
new occult philosophy, which, of course, is declared to be th e 
ancient wisdom. 

In the Letters generally " occultism " is a body of doctrine 
drawn from esoteric sources plus a spiritual evolution in which the 
individual consciously and volitionally joins. The high ethical 
aim-if it can be detached from the mass , of detail (which many 
will question)-must be admitted. The writers want to use 
Mr. Sinnett and his London coadjutors for the purpose of induc
ing Universal Brotherhood and they teach what they believe to 
be the process by which this advance can be made. Life, they 
say, is a long discipline in which one's deeds count more than 
men willingly believe. Man's destiny is dependent on his deeds. 
Excellent doctrine no doubt, and worth repeating; especially if 
cleansed of at least four hundred pages of trivial controversy. 

The " wheat " of course, is Theosophia, Divine Wisdom, which 
is found everywhere in Vedas, Suttas, Bible, Dialogue, Chinese 
Classic, Koran and Gathas. It is not a secret kept back from 
us by specia l mountain-custodians, but is revealed in the heart 
to all who are disposed to receive it. Men, priests, temples 
e-0me and go ; the Body of Truth remains for ever. 



THE MAHATMA LETTERS 
BY WILLI.AM KINGSLAND 

FROM whatever point of view we regard th e contents of this 
volume, it presents a series of bewildering problems; not merely 
for the theosophist and the Theosophical Society , but also for 
the scientist, the psychologist, the student of human natu re, 
and even for the man of the world. 

The publication of this work is practically a fresh challenge to 
the world to recognise the existence and teachings of the Mahat
mas, Masters, or Adepts who were originally brought into promin
ence by Madame H. P. Blavatsky, in the seventies of the last 
century, through her first book Isis Unveiled; by the founding 
of the Theosophical Society ; and still more so by the late 
A. P. Sinnett through the publication of his works The Occult 
World and Esoteric Buddhism. 

The present volume is also a challenge to the official representa
tives and powers-that-be of the Theosophical Society . By the se 
it will probably be received with the utmost disapproval, not t o 
say consternation-the reasons for which we need not mention 
here. 

It is impossible to deal adequately with the matter contained 
in these Letters in the course of a brief article. The proble ms 
presented are certain to provoke the most extraordinary conflict 
of opinion, if not of bitter controversy. Careful analysis, and a 
collating of passages bearing upon particular points, is required 
before anything like a just estimate can be formed. One would 
have to arrange the subject-matter, for example, under some such 
headings as these :-The Mahatmas on them selves-on A. P. 
Sinnett-on H. P. Blavatsky-on the Nature of Occultism and 
the Conditions of Chelaship-on the Esoteric Doctrine-etc. 
Only in such a manner could justice be done to the subject as 
a whole ; to the details of it ; and to the various indiv idua ls 
mentioned in th e work; and only thus could anything like a 
correct conclusion be formed as to the nature and value of th e 
teachings presented, and the claims that are made. In the un
edited manner-save only for the arrangement in Sections-in 
which the Letters are now published, they appear to present a 

lH 
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particularly good target for a cheap and superficial criticism, 
such as they are sure to provoke in certain quarters ; that kind 
of criticism which-based on a pre-judgment of the whole 
matter--can pick out a word or a sentence here and there, and 
present it in a false light apart from its context, or from other 
matter which would explain it, in order that the critic may hold 
it up to ridicule. This kind of criticism has, indeed, already 
been indulged in to a considerable extent by the ordinary Press 
reviewers of the book. I shall, therefore, in this present article, 
confine myself to certain salient features and questions which 
may perhaps be advantageously noted at this early stage of the 
matter. 

First and foremost, who and what are the Mahatmas from 
whom these Letters profess to come ? Their very existence has 
hitherto been widely denied. Does the present volume settle 
that question for those who have previously been sceptics ? The 
answer to this remains to be seen; but at least we may say 
that the work will undoubtedly give the sceptics furiously to 
think. 

It must be noted in passing, however, that the evidence for 
the existence of the Mahatmas does not depend wholly on these 
Letters. There is a very large amount of confirmatory evidence 
entirely independent of them. 

Most intimately associated with this first question is the 
further one as to the genuineness of the Letters themselves
so widely denied when they were first quoted by Mr. Sinnett 
in the works referred to above. To what extent does the present 
volume help to settle this question ? The evidence in this matter 
is naturally of two kinds: external and internal; but with the 
former the volume as it is now presented does not deal, save 
that here and there are references in the Letters themselves to 
their mode of production and method of delivery. 

As regards the internal evidence, we may say at once that 
for anyone who personally knew A. P. Sinnett, H. P. Blavatsky, 
and many others mentioned therein-as the present writer did
the internal evidence is overwhelming as regards the bulk of 
them . There are some respecting which one must reserve one's 
judgment ; but, taken all through, the information which they 
afford throws such a flood of light upon many matters which 
have hitherto been more or less of an enigma, that one must 
regard them in the main as being genuine. 

In this matter of genuineness, however, there is also involved 
the psychological problem as to how far the subconsciousness, 
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or the stereotyped thought-forms and language of the Chelas 
through whom many of the Letters are said to have been tran5-
mitted, played a part in the matter which they contai n, and 
the wording of the sentences . This can hardly be dealt with 
without much further information than we at present possess. 
The problem is somewhat analogous to that of automatic writing. 
We know that handwriting of deceased persons, and even of living 
individuals, can be, and is, automatically and faithfully repro 
duced . How does that apply in this case? This is merely men
tioned here, however, to prevent anyone from too hastily con
cluding that the Letters can be taken a la lettre. " K. H." 
(Koot Hoomi) states definitely : "Very often our very letters 
-unless something very important and secret - are written in 
our handwritings by our chelas" (p. 296). 

Let us first of all deal with the character and qualifications 
of ·Mr. A. P. Sinnett himself as herein disclosed. Most of the 
Letters were written to and for him ; and A. P. Sinnett was
well, let us see. These Letters contain a merciless analysis of 
his motives and actions, and of his fitness-or rather unfitne ss 
-to be a chela (disciple or pupil) of the "Masters "-not to men
tion his aspiration to be an Occultist . Over and over again we 
have passages which throw a lurid light on every detail of what 
one knew of his personality ; of his actions in connection with 
the Theosophical Society, both in its earlier and its later days ; 
and of his attitude towards, and treatment of, H. P. Blavatsky, 
down to his dying day ; to which attitude he has himself set 
the final seal by the posthumous publication of his scandalous 
work The Early Days of Theosophy in Europe . 

What I wish to point out here in this connection is : that in 
dealing with the -teachings themselves as given in these Letters , 
it is of the utmost importance that we should bear in mind 
that they were written for this man: who was told over and 
over again that he could not be given the real esoteric doctrine ; 
and that both what he was seeking, and the motives for his 
seeking, were fundamentally wrong . Very briefly put: A. P. 
Sinnett got, of occult teaching, just exactly the kind that he 
asked for-and not much of that. It is an occult rule-as also 
a natural law-that they who ask shall receive-just what they 
ask for (more or less, and in proportion as they ask aright). 
Now A. P. S. did not ask for, and did not want, a spiritual philo
sophy . He was out in the first instance for phenomena. Pheno
mena, , and again phenomena ; something with which he could 
startle and convince the Western World, and go one better than 
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the Western scientists. He wanted to demonstrate to the world, 
as clearly and as certainly. 9-S any acknowledged fact, that there 
did exist the Occult Fraternity with whom he had come into 
contact through Madame Blp,vatsky; that he alone was their 
High Priest ; and that they possessed p0wers over natural . forces 
which Western science has hardly as yet even dreamt of, and 
has for the most part denied and scorned. He himself, and 
many others, had already had sufficiently convincing proofs ; 
but that was not enough. The world would not believe him on 
his own testimony, or even on that testimony supported by 
many credible witnesses ; therefore it was up to the Mahatmas 
to convince the world-that A. P. S. might be justified. · The 
further phenomena were refused, on grounds stated in the Letters; 
and which, in the present writer'~ opinion, were sound and wise. 
Indeed, the phenomena already given would appear to have done 
more harm than good on account of the manner in which A. P. 
Sinnett had himself presented them to the world. It was .not 
very long before all phenomena whatsoever were absolutely pro
hibited by the Mahatmas ; and, indeed, at a very early stage, 
about r884, all communication with the Mahatmas through H. 
P. Blavatsky was also denied to Mr. Sinnett. He claimed all 
the rest of his life to have other means of communication; but 
that is another story ; and the claim is, to say the least of it, 
doubtful. 

The effort to convince " the whole world "-or even an intelli
gent portion of it-is a hopeless and futile one-as most enthu
siasts find out sooner or later. We might instance, for example, 
the phenomena of Spiritism. How is it that the Spiritists, with 
all their wealth of recurring phenomena-much more accessible 
and verifiable than those of H. P. Blavatsky-cannot convince 
"the whole world" ; nor even certain obstinate and sceptical 
psychic researchers who, though fully acquainted with the whole 
range of the phenomena, refuse to accept the theory of " spirits " ? 
In this matter the Mahatmas certainly showed more knowledge 
of human nature than A. P . S. 

In psychical research, however, we have travelled a very 
long way since the eighties; and the phenomena connected 
with the Letters are much more credible now than they were then. 
At that time even telepathy, now so widely accepted, was ana
thema to the scientists ; and the sub-conscious self-now the 
last refuge of the sceptics, and strained to breaking-point-

. was practically unheard o.f. 
But A. P. S. wanted not .merely these" convincing" proofs 
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which he could give to the world : he wanted to acquire occult 
powers for himself. He never did so ; and he is told plainly in 
these Letters why they could not be given to him, and what were 
the conditions under which he could acquire them by his own 
efforts. "The adept becomes, he is not made" (p. 310). But 
these conditions were by no means to his taste : as, indeed, he is 
told very plainly they would not be, and the reason why. It 
was not merely that he could not rid himself of his " Western " 
prejudices, conventions and conceits, but he was also absolut ely 
deficient in certain other qualifications, very specifically men
tioned. Over and over again he is told this . " K. H." writes t o 
him: " My poor blind friend-you are entirely unfit for practical 
occultism ! " (p. 351). 

I am stating this, not as a criticism of A. P. S., but for the 
purpose of showing that it was the nature of the recipient which 
determined the contents of the Letters ; and how very important 
is is to take this into consideration in forming any judgm ent 
concerning them . Those who would criticise the Letters, let 
them pause and consider what manner of man, and of men , 
they were written to, for, and about, in the Section dealing with 
Probation and Chelaship. · Here, until one is almost nauseated, 
we have the characters, motives, prejudices, conceits and treach
eries of these men keenly analysed and exposed in their bearing 
upon the nature of the Ancient Wisdom into which they were 
seeking initiation . Ages before a certain teacher is reputed to 
have said, " Cast not your pearls before swine ," it has been the 
traditional method of the" Mysteries," the Gn6sis, or of Occult 
Fraternities in general, to refrain from presenting their know
ledge to those who were not fitted to receive it. Read the present 
volume in that light. It is a very cheap criticism that there is 
nothing to present. Well-so be it. For those who cannot 
distinguish the pearl from the shell, there are of course no 
pearls therein. There are many pearls in the present volume ; 
but there is also a mighty lot of shell ; and we must not be 
surprised if it is the shell and not the pearls which will be 
criticised. 

Apart from phenomena, what was it that A. P. S. asked for 
in the way of occult teaching? and what is he given in these 
Letters ? He asked for definite scientific teaching : that is to 
say, something which could be definit ely formulated and grasped 
by the intellect concerning the structure of the world and the 
evolution of Man thereon. In other words, he wanted a material 
philosophy, not a spiritual one. And what did he get ? He got 
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a bare skeleton of " Rounds," " Rings," " Races," and " Planet
ary Chains " ; and even these latter he so misunderstood and 
materialised as to imagine that Mars and Mercury-two physical 
planets-could be part of the septenary chain of this globe. 
He wanted to fill in this skeleton system with the most precise 
details; in other words, to materialise it to the utmost extent. 
All his life he continued to polish up the skeleton he had put on 
a pedestal, and to make it more and more rigid and-shall we 
say ?-artistic. He endeavoured to elaborate more and more 
the purely scientific aspects of the information he had been given. 
We are not saying that what he sought was not to a certain 
extent valuable or legitimate ; but it certainly was not Occultism, 
nor even Occult Science-much less" Esoteric Buddhism." But 
above all it was not what the Masters wanted to give to the world ; 
and could have given had A. P. S. sought first and foremost for 
spiritual teaching and values. Thus " M " writes to him : 

If you cannot be happy without phenomena you will never learn 
our philosophy . If you want healthy, philosophic thought, and can be 
satisfied with such-let us correspond . I tell yoµ a profound truth in 
saying that if you but choose wisdom all other things will be added unto 
it-in time . It adds no force to our metaphysical truths that our letters 
are dropped from space on to your lap or come under your pillow. If 
our philosophy is wrong a wondet' will not set it right. Put that con
viction into your consciousness and let us talk like sensible men (p. 262), 

Here and there in the Letters hints are given as to what the 
real Occultist should seek ; as to what it was required that the 
Theosophical Society should stand for ; . and above all in this 
respect is placed a true spiritual understanding of the unitary 
nature of Man, Humanity, expressed in the one word Brotherhood. 
"The Chiefs want a 'Brotherhood of Humanity,' a real Univer
sal Fraternity started; an institution which would make itself 
known throughout the world and arrest the attention of the 
highest minds " (p. 24). But A. P. S. is told: "Neither you 
nor anyone cared for the real object of the Society, nor had 
any respect for the Brotherhood but only a personal feeling for a 
few of the brotheJ.:'S " (p. 375). 

One more quotation, which perhaps sums up the whole matter 
in this aspect. "My Brother, in my opinion you are intensely 
egotistical and haughty. In your appreciation and self-adulation 
you generally lose sight of the rest of mankind , and I verily believe 
that you regard the whole universe created for man, and that 
man-yourself'' (p. 233). 

I hope that I shall not be accused of the journalistic sin I have 
N 
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condemned above, of picking out sentences here and there for 
a .special purpose. A. P. Sinnett had certain good qualities 
which are freely recognised and stated in other places in these 
Letters-otherwise the Letters would never have been written 
at all. Even when this is said, it remains somewhat of a problem 
as to why A. P. Sinnett received as much as he did. 

Let us now turn to H . P . Blavatsky, through whom the bulk 
of these Letters, though not all, reached their recipients. In 
passing we may remark that as regards the evidence for the 
existence of the Mahatmas-whether th ey are " spirits of light 
or goblins damned "*-it is impossible to explain H. P. Blavat
sky, either as to her personality or her writings, without them. 
The one stable and unmistakable characteristic of her complex 
and perplexing personality-" The Sphinx of the Nineteenth Cen
tury "-was her absolute devotion to her "Masters"; for whom 
she had the utmost reverence ; for whom she would endure 
any hardship, or would willingly lay down her life. Nay, the 
greatest hardship of all was to live in order that she might carry 
out as far as was possible, and to the limit of endurance , the 
Mission which they had entrusted to her . This comes out clearly 
and unmistakably in these Letters. As far back as 1884, H. P. B. 
was practically a physical wreck, liable to die at any moment 
from heart and kidney disease ; yet she lived till 1891 ; lived 
to write The Secret Doctrine-the one thing that her heart was 
set on accomplishing-and much else besides . She lived by 
sheer will-power, aided by the Masters themselves, who had every 
now and then to "fix her" (p. 242). She writes to Mr. Sinnett, 
apparently in 1884: "Doctors notwithstanding (who procla imed 
my four days' agony, and theimpossibility of recovery), I sud
denly got better, thanks to Master's protecting hand ." After 
detailing her symptoms she goes on to say : " All this is due to 
five years of constant anguish, worry and repressed emot ion" 
(p. 470). 

In a letter received by Mr. Sinnett in London, October IO, 

1884, " K. H ." tells him : "She (H. P. B.) is virtually dead; 
and it is yours elf-pardon me this once more truth-who have 
killed the rude but faithful agent, one moreover who was really 
devoted to yourself personally " (p. 368). And again : " You 
have treated the old body too cruelly and now it has its day" 
(p. 370). 

To his infinite shame, Sinnett continued to his dying day to 
display his ingratitude-a very mild term to use-to H. P. B. 

* Key to Theosophy, Chap. XIV, The Theosophical Mahatmas . 
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He never understood either her, her mission, or the Masters 
who sent her. Writing on this matter, "K. H." says to him: 
" Beware then of an uncharitable spirit, for it will rise up like 
a hungry wolf in your path and devour the better qualities of 
your nature which have been springing into life " (p. 367)·. 

It is fortunate that the reputation of H. P. Blavatsky does 
not rest upon either th e representations of A. P. Sinnett, nor 
upon the phenomena with which she was associated in the early 
days of the Theosophical Society. It rests upon her literary work, 
more particularly The Secret Doctrine and The Voice of the Silence. 
The present Letters clear upmanypuzzling matters in connection 
with her personality which confronted those who knew and 
worked with her. There are also other personalities connected 
with the early days o.f the Theosophical Society on whom these 
Letters throw a vivid light ; but space will not permit of any 
mention of them here. 

Finally we must say a few words with regard to the Maha tinas 
themselves as they appear in these Letters. If we are to accept 
as genuine the Letters in which they give some account of them
selves, we find in these that they appear to be as frank and 
outspoken about their own limita~ions and disabilities as they 
have been in respect of the other personalities to whom we have 
referred above ; and we are afraid that many who have hitherto 
regarded them almost as gods will be somewhat sadly disillu
sioned. This hero-worship was not their fault ; as, indeed, these 
Letters clearly show. They neither sought nor desired the 
publicity and notoriety which was thrust upon them. Thus 
"K. H." writes to Mr. Sinnett: "For years to come the Society 
:will be unable to stand, when based upon ' Tibetan Brothers ' 
and phenomena alone. All this ought to have been limited to 
an inn er and very SECRET circle. · There is a hero-worshipping 
tendency clearly showing itself, and you, my friend, are not quite 
free from it yourself " (p. 323). 

Behind the Masters hovers the shadowy figure of the " Maha 
Chohan," the " Chief," continually checking and prohibiting. 
And behind the Chohan stands-what? Another problem. 
Speaking of his" venerable chief," "K. H." says: "We are not 
Gods, and even they, our chiefs-they hope" (p. 2m) 

Nothing short of a large volume is required to do anything 
like justice to the problems which arise in connection with these 
Letters. Personally the writer of this feels grateful to Mr. Barker 
for bringing them to light ; for the labour he has bestowed 
upon them; and for his excellent Introduction thereto. 



ELECTRICAL FORCE IN THE 
ORGANIC WORLD 

BY JOHN D. LECKIE 

THAT electrical forces have a much wider application in Nature, 
and especially in the organic world, than is generally believed, 
can easily be proved. We know for example, that trees require 
for their growth, heat, light, and moisture, but it is not so generally 
recognized that they also require electricity. It has been observed 
that trees, and probably plants of all kinds, grow more quickly 
and luxuriantly during thundery weather, when the air is charged 
with electricity. Moreover, it has been shown that the growth 
of plants, and also the yield of crops, can be greatly accelerated 
by the artificial application of electricity, if this is done in a 
scientific manner, by the use of conducting wires, so arranged as 
to convey the electricity of the atmosphere to the plants. 
Although this has frequently been accomplished successfully in 
an experimental way, the heavy cost of the treatment has so far 
prevented it from being carried out in such a way as to make it 
commercially profitable, though it is not impossible that the day 
may come when this obstacle will be surmounted, and the supply 
of electricity to plants will be considered as necessary a part of 
agriculture as the use of fertilizers is to-day. 

Trees in fact are natural receivers and conductors of electrici ty ; 
their branches spread out into the air in all directions like the 
antennre of a wireless plant ; they absorb the electric currents 
always present in the atmosphere; while the roots, which pene
trate deep into the soil, reaching the moisture, correspond to the 
earthed wires of an aerial. It is probable that this electric force 
is used to a great extent in regulating the flow of the sap. In the 
case of a lofty tree, the force required to pump the vast quantity 
of water which is evaporated through the leaves to a height of 
several hundred feet is very considerable. One theory is that the 
sap is caused to ascend by capillary attraction, but while this may 
be true to a certain extent, it does not explain the whole process. 
It is well known , for example, that heat (which, ~fter all, is only a 
form of electricity) has an important effect in promoting the flow 
of the sap. This flow is always strongest in warm weath er; 
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experiments have shown that even if the soil at the base of the 
tree is heated, the sap rises more rapidly. In the case of deciduous 
trees, the sap ceases to flow altogether during the cold season, and 
it would be difficult to explain this fact if capillary attraction were 
the sole cause in promoting the flow of sap. The vertical fibres 
of plants, always more or less moist, act as conductors of elec
tricity, in the same way as the nerves of animals, and this serves 
to show why trees are so frequently struck by lightning. 

Stranger still, there is ample reason to believe that the elec
trical currents of the atmosphere are automatically utilized by 
many of the lower animals. There are few animals lower in the 
scale of creation than the humble earthworm. It is credited with 
only one sense, that of touch. Yet , paradoxical as it may seem, 
it is also able to see, hear, taste, and smell . That the earthworm 
is sensitive to light is prov ed by the fact that if a strong light is 
thrown on a worm when emerging from its burrow in the dark, 
it soon retre ats, thus showing that it is sensitiv e to light, which 
impli es that it possesses the sense of sight at least in a rudiment ary 
form-for what is the human eye but a highly developed nerve 
sensitive to light? It can also hear, for on anyone approaching , 
it instantly retires again to its burrow. Perhaps it may be said 
that the worm merely feels the vibrations in the earth or air 
caused by the approaching footstep. This may be true, but after 
all, our ears are only nerves highly sensitive to air vibrations. 
A worm can smell, too. Place some food of which it is fond close 
to its burrow and it immediately turns in that direction . Lastly, 
the worm must also have some sense of taste; every animal 
which eats must have some such sense, or how could it choose its 
food? 

Not only is th e humble earthworm endowed, directly or 
indirectly, with senses corresponding to all those of human beings, 
but it appears in addition to have a sixth sense. This is the 
capacity to receive and transmit electrical vibrations ; in other 
words, the earthworm acts as a living wireless apparatus. Darwin 
made some int eresting experiments with worms and showed th em 
to be among the great est friends and benefactors of the farmer, 
continually working for him without payment, by triturating 
and enriching th e soil. Wireless t elegraph y had not been 
develop ed in Darwin 's tim e, or he might hav e mad e some still 
more striking experim ents with earth worms regarding the strange 
faculty which th ey undoubt edly possess of communicating with 
each other at a distance. The possession of such a power by 
the annelids has been claimed by more th an one observer, and 
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indeed it is possessed by many of the lower animals. So far the 
power has not been satisfactorily explained, but since the develop
ment of wireless telegraphy much light has been thrown on the 
utilization of electric waves as a means of communication. There 
is good reason to believe that the power of communicating with 
their fellows by utilizing the electric waves has been employed by 
some animals from time immemorial. 

Let us take the earthworm. Like most "wireless" anim als, 
it is nocturnal in its habits, and it is well known that night is the 
best time for receiving and transmitting the electric waves. 
Darwin noticed that th e earthworms were in the habit of pro
jecting the upper half of their body outsid e th eir burrow, while 
the lower half remained embedded in the soil. The upper or 
protruding portion was raised erect in the air and was some
times waved in different directions . Is the earthworm occupied 
in sending wireless messages to distant friends, or receiving com
munications from them ? Let us look at the matter. The 
necessary elements of wireless communication are all present. 
It is a dark night, the most favourable time for transmission or 
reception. The protruding part of the earthworm, raised ver
tically aloft, acts the part of an aerial ant enna, the lower part 
embedded in the moist earth serves the same purpose as the 
earthed wire. The nerves of all animals are natural conduct ors 
of electricity, and the nervous system of the worm, concentrat ed 
in a single line, connects the aerial with the moist earth . 

The air is full of electric vibrations ; we have discovered some 
of them, but have we discovered them all? We have yet much 
to learn in this direction. Everything points to the fact that the 
humble annelid uses what are in effect wireless signals as a means 
of communication with absent brethren . Nearly all anim als 
have some method of communicating with other members of 
their own species when out of sight; birds use vocal calls, and so 
do most land vertebrates; the cicada insect makes with its wing 
sheath a noise comparable to the whistling of a railway loco
motive, the firefly flashes a light signal-and, in fact, among the 
voiceless animals we find a strange diversity in their meth ods 
of communication ; it is believed that the antenna= of insects 
play an important part in this respect. But before the dis
covery of wireless telegraphy no one ventured to assert that 
animals were able to communicate with one another by utilizing 
the electric currents of the atmosphere ; yet this is the only 
way in which distant communication between many of the 
lower animals can be explained. Worms are very sluggish in 
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their movements, and it would go hard with them if they had not 
some special means of communicating with their mates when 
at a distance. 

The common snail also has been credited with telepathic 
powers, or rather the ability to communicate with absent mates . 
If he really possesses these powers, the only rational explanation 
is that, like the worm, he utilizes the aerial electric currents. At 
the tip of the snail's horns are two small black points which are 
called th e eyes, but it seems doubtful if they perform the function 
of sight as we understand the term. Though doubtless sensitive 
to vibrations of light, they probably perform other functions 
as well. It may be noticed that the snail, when travelling, 
holds his "horns" upwards, only slightly projected forward
not projected horizontally as might be expected if the eyes were 
wholly visual organs. The more probable explanation is that 
the horns are in fact antennre and receive and transmit electric 
vibrations enabling the molluscs to keep in touch with absent 
friends. Owing to the proverbially slow movements of the 
snail, such a faculty would almost seem to be a necessity . Fur
th er, the body of the snail is extremely sensitive; this is shown 
by the fact that, if a little salt be scattered on the mucous 
surface, it melts away at once into foam. 

Spiders are also known to have some method of communi ca
ting with one another at a distance. The writer is not aware that 
the precise means employed have been discovered, but hazards 
the suggestion that the gossamer-like threads which the spider 
is able to emit at pleasure, by floating vertically in the air, may 
act the part of the aerial transmitters or receivers . These threads 
are wonderfully delicate and sensitive ; the spider also has a 
keen tactile sense, and by feeling the floating threads might be 
abl e to detect and translate the meaning of their vibrations. 

These are only a few outlines of what is a very interesting 
subject and offers a wide field for investigation. 



SOME VISIONARY EXPERIENCES 

BY EDWARD WILLMORE, Author of "East London 
Visions," etc. 

WHEN I was a boy in my father's com-shop in Shoreditch-a 
shop long since turned to other uses, but still standing-I was 
fond of reading ghost-stories. We had about twenty bound 
volumes of All the Year Round, and I searched all the indexes of 
them under G for Ghosts, then A for Apparitions, S for Spectres, 
etc., in order to find and read all the ghost-stories I could. The 
house itself, over the shop, was reputed to be haunted . It was 
an eighteenth-century house, probably built at different times in 
different sections, which were afterwards joined together. It was 
much larger than it looked from the street ; it had many chambers 
and mysterious corners. Altogether I was well fitted for a 
visionary, especially as my outward eye was strictly trained by 
my father, whose hobby was observation, and who claimed that 
from the mere appearance of a man he could tell his trade. 

I slept in the front garret, an ancient apartment built on the 
mansard-roof principle common in East London, and facing the 
east, and in this garret I accumulated many classical books and 
pursued midnight studies. I did not feel lonely. The main 
street was below, and there was a rank of night-cabs. It was my 
habit as a boy to open the casement and recite to the nigh t 
cabmen (who were too far below to hear me) the sublime verses 
in Job: "In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep 
sleep falleth on men, fear came upon me and trembling, which 
made all my bones to shake. Then a spirit passed before my face 
... ," etc. It was in this attic that I exhausted all the works of 
Shakespeare and Scott for ghosts ; and, generally, if an autho r 
dealt with ghosts, I read the ghost part of his works first . 

Thus it is not surprising that I saw a ghost in this garret. 
The thing came about one morning early, as the rays of dawn 
poured in at the casement . I had been studying as usual over
night, and I awoke with an uneasy consciousness of oppression . 
As I opened my eyes, being wide awake, I saw that an old grey 
shawl was (as I thought) hanging across the rail at the foot of 
the bed, a shawl of a check pattern, and I wondered which of 
the servants had brought that into my room, for I had never 
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seen it before. At length the shawl began to move slowly 
upwards, and I thought that somebody was behind the bed-rail 
pulling that hidden part of the shawl down, so that the part 
next me moved up. Then I looked up above the bed-rail and 
beheld a sight that struck me with terror. 

For the shawl really belonged to an old woman whose malig
nant visage appeared at the top of it. She was floating upwards 
in the air and scowling at me. She had only one tooth. 

This produced three effects on me: (r) I was, as it were, caught 
and held still with fear; (z) my heart stopped beating; (3) after 
a little, my heart raced, or beat double time. You see, this was 
my first ghost, and it was only natural for a boy to be fright ened. 
I fell out of bed, and regained my feet, with the purpose of attack 
or flight, but the old woman now floated back from me towards 
the casement, the old shawl became transparent, I could see the 
curtains through it, and then she melted away in the sunlight. 

I now realized that it was pleasanter to read about ghosts 
than to see them. So terrified was I at the old woman, who 
appeared to me to be a sort of devil whom by my occult studi es 
I had evoked, that I never even told anyone in th e house about 
her, or made any inquiries as to who she was. I knew she was 
not a vision or a dream, for these appear to the inward eye, and , 
however minutely organized, are not illuminated with bright 
natural light, on the plane of visual objects in this world. Every 
thread on that shawl was distinct to the outer eye ; and this fact 
itself appeared to be a thing (as it were) out of place, and not to 
be encourag ed or cultivated in a normal healthy world. Of course, 
a ghost might properly come for an object, but this old woman 
was irrelevant, and interfered with the view of the washing-stand. 

Thus it came about that I dropped ghost-seeing, and began to 
cultivate rather the faculty of internal vision. By this I mean 
the power of seeing with the mind's-ey e, seeing very definit ely 
and in spatial forms , but not with th e ordinary outward mode of 
vision. At school I had been always known by the boys for my 
drawings of historical and other characters-mostly, it is tru e, 
in burl esque; and the boys told me that whilst. I was drawing 
these figures, my own face assum ed the appearanc e of the cha
racters I was endeavouring to portray. I say end eavouring, but 
in reality my best effects were those achieved with the least 
effort ; and when my companions asked me, " How do you do 
these things, Willmore ? " I replied truly, " I don't know." 
These school experiences , though mostly fun , doubtl ess provid ed 
a useful training for a visionary. And in after-life I made the 
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discovery that, at certain places or towns, I could see by internal 
vision, with no effort, figures and faces which I imagined to be 
those of characters associated in history with each locality. Thus, 
at Hastings, standing at the foot of the castle there and desiring 
to see the builder of the castle, at once there was presented to me, 
not a fierce Norman warrior such as might have suited convention, 
but a man in Norman costume whose face appeared to be that 
of a practical, precise, and almost pedantic orderer of indoor 
affairs, more like a master of the ceremonies at a dance, or one 
whose business it was to teach music or dancing and deportment. 
He had an elegant moustache and prominent front-teeth. I 
immediately drew his portrait in pencil, and I now possess it . 

Of course, it may be asked in such cases, How do I know that 
these visual forms-highly organized and complete though they · 
always appeared to be-were, in fact, true representations of 
historical characters ? The answer is, that I do not know it. I 
am only recording experiences. These visions were, it is true, 
convincing enough to me, by their lifelike character, that at all 
events they were not figments. They sprung instantly to view, 
and were like people seen in the street. 

Another case was at Bath. I stood beside the Roman bath 
in that city, at one of the longer sides of the rectangle of Roman 
stonework enclosing the main bathing-place, and I wanted to see 
some Romans. Immediately on the opposite side two youths 
appeared-not ghosts, but visions of the inner eye locate d in 
space. They were attired in short Roman tunics and walked, 
conversing, arm-in-arm, backwards and forwards the whole length 
of the opposite side. Their movement was entirely free, they 
were aristocrats, and with the right arm and hand one of them 
accompanied certain points of his remarks with sweeping or 
illustrative gesture. I had looked for military men, but t hese 
appeared rather to be executive business men, only too conscious 
of being masters of the colony of Britain. The fact that in this 
case, as in so many others, I got what I did not look for, and got 
it without effort, was sufficiently striking to me. Outside the 
bath were fields yellow with flowers, where there are only walls 
and houses to-day. 

Again, there was some years ago in West Ham some public 
interest in a lawsuit about the will of Nicholas Avenon , an 
Elizabethan tailor who had left a bequest to the poor of the parish. 
I was to some extent officially concerned in this matter, and being 
one morning in the Vestry Office, I saw entering the door the figure 
of a neat, dapper, trim-bearded little man with ruff and sword, 
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c;loublet and hose, and full Elizabethan atti:re; and I at once 
identified him as Nicholas A venon, accounting for the elegance of 
his dress-he had a short black velvet cloak-by the fact of his 
trade, although previously I had not imagined him to be little 
or neat. I don't suppose any of my friends, who with myself so 
long took an interest in the charity lawsuit, ever suspected that 
I had seen the " pious founder " himself. They are the best 
judges of the extent to which I tried to carry out his wishes. 

An opportunity for verification sometimes came. This was 
the case when in London I saw the relief of Mafeking, the day 
before the news arrived in England, and I communicated the 
intelligence to a number of friends. Some of these, on the verifica
tion, believed I had a private wire; others were-this is curious
indignant. 

Experiences such as this after a time convinced me that some 
inhibition of this faculty was desirable, and indeed necessary, in 
view of the need for balance of life. A lady to whom I had on 
one occasion given some proofs that I had foreseen the Great War 
-no uncommon achievem ·ent of foresight, by the way-told me 
appreciatively that I ought to cultivate my psychic faculty. I 
have more often had to inhibit it . We are placed here in a 
middle condition of being, and as the tree grows from earth , so, 
I held, I must retain always a good foothold on the norm al, 
where, indeed, as it seemed to me, I had certain definite tasks 
assigned to me. To the extent that incursions into the super
normal could help my work, I was free to make them ; oth erwise 
not free. 

Therefore there came about a fourth phase. For whereas my 
father had in the beginning drilled me in observation of the natur al 
world (in which faculty he was himself exceptionally gifted among 
men, as I well knew from many an incident of his life), and by 
genial banter, or even stern reproof, had made me develop every 
day of my life my inherited faculty for seeing nature and th e 
ways of mankind; and to this faculty, drawn by my own pre
dilection, I had added ghost-seeing, which was not in his line at 
all, and subsequently vision-seeing, for which his faculty was, as 
I happen to know, though by no means non-existent, yet almost 
entirely latent; so now, having been exercised in these thr ee 
modes, I attempted a fourth, namely, the mode of the literary 
vision, and devoted much time to it, because it appeared to me to 
be the mode whereby I might best express certain truths, moral 
and social, which required to be made known in the world. It 
is literary vision, always and necessarily expressing itself by 
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symbol, that we find in Blake and De Quincey. Literary vision, 
or the effort after it, is the explanation of much of Isaiah and 
Ezekiel. Literary vision does not mean what is called " auto
matic writing," but automatic writing is to it what Fancy is to 
Imagination, or Arithmetic to Algebra. In these attempts any 
writer may easily fail, as in all endeavours to release and express 
the unconscious mind. And when he does succeed, he cannot 
always claim much personal credit for it. He launches his shell on 
an ocean.. He must begin in obedience to an impulse; bu t how 
he is to continue depends on Providence. Nevertheless, if he 
have been visited, his work, on after-examination, will be foun~ 
to be organic and significant beyond conscious device. And when 
he has discovered this, the more difficult task belongs to him of 
owning that which has been given to him, and of maintaining 
before a sceptical and bequacked world the assertion that certain 
of the august authoriti es of the Universe have been pleased to 
come into the humble street where he lives and employ him as 
th eir secretary. But he has no need to be proud, for he has 
simply been putting himself in circuit with the powers th at make 
the grass grow. 



EYELESS SIGHT 
BY H. STANLEY REDGROVE, B.Sc., A.I.C., F.C.S. 

THE fact appears to be fairly well established that many somnam
bulists are able to guide themselves with remarkable ease during 

1 their nocturnal wanderings with their eyes closed or even ban
daged, and the idea has been expressed, and has to some extent 
passed into popular belief, that this guidance is effected by means 
of the finger tips to which, in some way or the other, the sense 
of sight is transferred. Allied to this phenomenon are many 
well-established instances, in the case of hypnotized subjects, 
of the apparent transference of the seat of sensibility, as con
cerns vision, to the knee, stomach or other part of the body. 
Exactly how such transference is possible, however, remains 
obscure, and, as an explanation of the phenomena in question, 
the theory of transference can hardly be regarded as satisfactory. 
"The common theory," wrote F. W. H. Myers in his Human 
Personality-and the remark is still true to-day-" would be that 
these [phenomena] are merely cases of erroneous self-suggestion; 
that the subject really sees with the eye, but thinks that he 
sees with the knee, or the stomach, or the finger-tips."* Myers' 
own suggestion is that, although in some cases this theory is 
the true one, in others there is actual telresthesia-a perception 
by the spirit in wholly supernormal fashion, represented as 
visual, but in an incoherent manner, and thus referred to some 
part of the body other than the retina. 

It must be confessed, however, that none of these theories , 
nor that which assumes hyperresthesia of the sense of touch 
sufficient to acquaint the percipient with properties of an object 
placed in contact with his skin usually regarded as only per
ceivable through the sense of sight (e.g., the colour and form 
of words written on a sheet of paper) can be regarded as wholly 
satisfactory ; and, indeed, in view of the remarkable character 
of the ph enomena in question, the amount of attention bestowed 
on them, apart from the extraordinary researches of M. Jules 
Romains with which I shall deal in a moment , seems remarkably 
meagre. For if the phenomena in question are genuine-which 
certainly appears to be the case-their observat ion constitutes 

* Abridged edition, p. 150. 
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a discovery in the realm of psychology analogous-shall I say ? 
-to the discovery of a new element in chemistry or a new star 
in astronomy. 

Previous to the period of Psychical Research the science of 
Psychology was singularly lacking in such discoveries. It was 
concerned, almost entirely at any rate, with phenomena which 
were in no sense new. Certainly, I would not imply that this 
work of acq1rately observing such phenomena and as far as 
possible correlating them was in any sense lacking in value, 
seeing that it constituted the essential groundwork without 
which further progress in psychological research would have 
been impossible. One at least of the generalizations it reached 
-namely the Weber-Fechner Law-has that quality of quan
titativeness typical of the laws of nature formulated by physicai 
science. But whereas in the domain of the physical sciences 
the tendency is towards the generalization of new phenomena 
-the correlation of that which is •newly discovered with that 
which was hitherto known-in experimental psychology this 
seems hitherto to have been the case only to a very timited 
extent. For example, no sooner was the first radio-active element 
discovered, and its radio-active properties seen to be due to 
the disintegration of its atoms, than chemists and physicists 
began to feel that other radio-active elements must exist, and 
indeed that possibly all elements were radio-active to a lesser 
or greater degree. This attitude of mind on their part has led 
to all the many important discoveries in the domain of radio
activity which the last few years have witnessed. On the other 
hand, as concerns psychology, the tendency has been to treat 
new phenomena as abnormal and to regard subjects exhibiting 
them as being in a pathological condition. This may be due, 
perhaps, to the fact that the observation and study of these 
phenomena have been so largely carried on by medical men. 
The attitude of mind which thus expresses itself is, however, 
wholly unscientific and the consequent treatment of psychical 
phenomena is detrimental to research. To label a phenomenon 
" abnormal " or " pathological " explains nothing. Indeed, 
the very word "hypnotism," and all terms derived from it, are 
somewhat tainted, owing to the fact that hypnosis has come to 
be regarded as essentially an abnormal state. It would perhaps 
be better to substitute for it the alternative expression "regime 
of consciousness " and to recognize the fact that more than 
one regime of consciousness is possible, such regimes having 
certain elements in common, but others peculiar to each. 
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I am indebted for this suggestion and indeed to a large 
extent for the , whole of the above line of argument, to the 
brilliantly-written chapter, entitled " From Histological Physi
ology to Experimental Psycho-Physiology," ofM. Jules Romains' 
recently-published work Eyeless Sight.• . It is, so to speak, his 
apologia for the belief that if the " transference of vision "-or 

. " paroptic vision,'' to use a preferable term which implies no 
hypothesis as to the nature of the phenomenon-is possible in 
the case of certain subjects, then it should be possible, to some 
extent at any rate, to all persons. This is the author's justifi
cation for undertaking an investigation the results of which are 
published in the present work. Judging from these results, the 
investigation has been a brilliantly successful one, and, unless we 
are to regard the investigator as a deliberate impostor or one 
subject to an extraordinarily complicated delusion, he must. be 
credited with having made one of the most remarkable psycholo
gical discoveries of the century, and a discovery moreover capable 
of valuable practical applications. That the cry of " charlatan " 
was raised when M. Romains first announced his discovery in 
France, I gather to have been the case; but since that time 
various test-sittings have been held, which have satisfied some 
of the leading savants in France, including M. Anatole France, of 
the genuineness of the phenomena, and it is to be hoped that other 
scientific men will repeat and extend the experiments and obser
vations of M. Romains so that this may be confirmed if possible. 
The point is made that, although we are here concerned with 
phenomena that certainly come within the purview of the student 
of Occultism, they are of a perfectly general nature, and the 
experiments can be completed by any scientific man with the 
necessary leisure. 

To put the matter in few words, M. Romains claims to have 
discovered that it is possible to see, not only by mean.s of the 
eyes, but also by means of any not too small area of the skin, 
especially in the vicinity of the face, chest or hands. The sense, 
he argues, resides in certain microscopic organs (the menisci of 
Ranvier) situated in the epidermis, whose existence is already 
known to histologists, but whose functions, in common with 
those of many other microscopic organs which are to be found 
in the skin, are obscure, though assumed by Ranvier to be those 

* Eyeless Sight: A Study of Extra-Retinal Vision and the Paroptic 
Sense. By Jules Remains (Louis Farigould) . Translated by C. K. 
Ogden. 7½ in. X 5 in., pp. x + 228. London and New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. Price 5s. net. 
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of the tactile sense. In brief, it may be stated, according to 
M. Romains, that our skin is one mass of eyes : a heritage from 
long-distant ancestors belonging to some simple class of creatu re 
devoid of differentiated sense-structures. We have, however, for
gotten how to use these eyes; but the power is there, and may 
be regained, either by a mutation of the regime of consciousness 
or, less effectively and easily, by conscious effort, achieved aft er 
much practice, entailing the most rigid attention. No doubt such 
a claim as this is of the most extraordinary character, and the 
most convincing experimental proofs should be insisted upon 
before it is accepted. For an account of these experiments the 
book itself must be consulted. The general procedure, however, 
may be indicated as follows : The subjects were chosen at hap
hazard from those willing to submit to the experiments. The 
subject to be experimented upon was put into a certain regime 
of consciousness, i.e., he was hypnotized, to use a term to which 
M. Romains objects. He was then kept in this regime, his eyes 
were effectively bandaged, and he was assured that he would 
be able to see without the use of them. He was asked to make 
the necessary effort to do this, and , it is claimed, was successful 
in this effort, giving correct descriptions of various objects, · 
including the reading of a newspaper, the deciphering of numbered 
cards, and the distinguishing of colours. It is stated that neces
sary precautions were taken, at any rate in preliminary experi 
ments, to obviate ;,the possibility of telepathy, though my own 
feeling is that fuller details as to these precautions are desirable , 
because the elimination of telepathy is as difficult as it is impor 
tant for the establishment of the author's thesis. Experiment s 
carried out in the dark were unsuccessful, and it is stated tha t 
it was necessary for success that a ray of light should pass from 
the object to be seen to a not too small area of the skin of the 
subject 's body. Experiments were also devised to show tha t 
the information concerning the objects described was not derived 
from the sense of touch in the ordinary meaning of the term , 
though as a matter of fact many of the results obtained are 
inexplicable even supposing direct contact between the subject 
and the object, unless we are to assume hyp erresthesia to an 
incredible degree. 

The series of experim ents in which the powers of paroptic 
vision were made possible in subjects by means of mutation of 
consciousness were followed by a series of subj ectiv e experim ents, 
in which M. Romains att empt ed to acquire th e paroptic sense 
for himself, without mutation of consciousness, but by mental 
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effort and the training of attention. The account of this series 
of experiments is not less interesting and important than the 
preced ing. M. Romains claims that it was successful, although 
the task was by no means easy and the degree of paroptic sensi
bility attained appears to have been much less than in the case 
of subjects undergoing mutation of consciousness. 

Finally, M. Romains started experimentation on the blind. 
A special technique has been developed for use in the case of 
such persons, the details of which the author prefers not to 
reveal, not involving mutation of consciousness. " By means of 
this technique the first manifestation of the paroptic function," 
to quote M. Romains, " appeared after the fourth or fifth sitting, 
in a blind person taken absolutely at random, and completely 
lacking all retinal sensibility ." Apparently the experiments on 
blind persons have suffered some opposition and interruption; 
it is to be hoped, however, that they will be continued, as their 
importance can hardly be over-estimated if all that M. Romains 
claims for his discovery is true. 

Naturally, the question of a paroptic sense raise~ some meta
physical questions concerning the nature of space. Paroptic 
space apparently resembles ordinary visual space, except that 
its field seems to be circular, or, rather, spherical, as distinguished 
from the flat space of ordinary sight. M. Romains appears to 
think that his experiments go to confirm the metaphysical 
theory of the objective reality of space. But the conclusion 
seems hardly warranted in view of the fact that all the persons 
experimented upon were acquainted with ordinary visual and 
tactile space,* and would naturally tend to interpret any new 
sensations in terms of those with which they were already 
acquainted. Experiments on persons born blind might be more 
instructive on the side of metaphysics of space. It is not, how
ever, in its metaphysical implications that the phenomena of 
the paroptic vision appear to be important, but in their practical 
applications, especially as concerns the blind, and in their sig
nificance for psychology (and not less for the serious study of 
Occultism) as explanatory of many hitherto obscure phenomena. 
M. Romains' claims cannot be ignored. If they are just-and 
this alone further independent research can demonstrate-then 
he has made a discovery of the first magnitude. It is hoped 
that no time will be lost in determining this momentous question. 

* It would, perhaps, be more accurate to say visual space and tactile 
space, since the two spaces are distinct, although the mind synthesizes 
them into a unity. 

0 



CORRESPONDENCE 
[The name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, 

is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of 
the OccuLT REvrnw.-En.] 

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY-. 

To the Editor of the OCCULT REVIEW. 

DEAR Srn,-In your "Notes of the Month" for February, in th e 
paragraph referring to the new Blavatsky Association, you state : 
" that inuch dissatisfaction with the present state of affairs exists 
within the ranks of the Th eosophical Society . .. and that att empt s 
to render it more popular and responsiv e to the views of its memb ers 
have been overridden by superior authority, which adopts altogethe r 
too autocratic a standpoint." ... 

May I, in the interests of accuracy, make a brief statement of facts? 
The reports of the thirty-s even National Societies which constitute 
the International Theosophical Society are printed in full annually , 
together with a summary of the address by the President, Dr. Annie 
Besant. Anyone reading these reports can see for himself that in th e 
output of literature, in th e addition of new members and the charter 
ing of new Lodges, and in its general work in furtherance of its thre e 
declared objects, the Th eosophical Society is showing a wond erful 
vitality and record of constructiv e work. 

It is a leading policy of this Society to impose no limitation s 
whatever upon the thought of its members. With such an' ideal, 
it is obviously impossible to uphold any dogma of infallibility with 
respect to the original or any other t eachings, however much the 
founders or authors may be rever enced. The utmost variety and 
divergence of intellectual opinion in the Society has always been 
welcomed. As a result of adherence to this policy, the Society ha s 
had many critics and crises, but its forty -nin e years' history shows 
that after each crisis it has gone forward with increased strength and 
power for good. 

The basis of the int ernational, national, and local organizati ons 
of the Society is entir ely representative and democratic. I am , 
ther efore, completely at a loss to und erstand th e statement mad e 
that "the views of its members have been overridden by superior 
authority." This has not, and simply cannot, happen in the Society 
as constitut ed. 

With reference to th e Hon. Mrs. Dav ey's letter in your correspond
ence pages, one wonders what Mme Blavat,ky herself would hav e 
said of an Association bearing her name which excludes from its rank s 

).72 
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anyon e who is a member of th e Th eosophical Society ! It would be 
someth ing of an educati on to hear it! This nai:ve, but very significant, 
ru le of th e Blav atsky Association does not seem to fit it for a mov e
ment " for the purpo se of perpetuating the memory and work " of 
such a great-heart ed woman as H. P. Blavatsky. 

Yours faithfully, 
EDW . L. GARDNER, 

February 4, 1924. Acting General Secretary of Th e 
Th eosophical Society in England. 

[I answer part of this lett er elsewhere. As regards the exclusion of 
m emb ers of the Theo sophic al Society from the Bl ava ts ky Associ ation ; this 
seems to me a mistake, but naturally I have no voic e in the matter.-En.] 

THE MYSTERY OF SLEEP. 

- To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 

DEAR Srn,-It app ears to me that th e word "dr eam" is being 
worked too hard. It cannot possibly be used for such an experience 
as th at of Miss Beryl Symons, told by her on page 81 of th e February 
OccuLT REVIEW. That experienc e evidently took place on the astral 
plan e. And when I say " took place " I mean literally, as I should 
mean it if I spoke of an event taking place on th e phy sical plane. 
The Anglo-Saxon word dream contain s only th e meaning of rejoicing. 
The German for it is but anoth er word for sleep. There is nothing 
in th e derivation to justify using it for a series of scenes and events , 
maintain ed sometim es over years (as in the case of Miss Symons) and 
developing to a climax, as events do on the phy sical plane. It would 
seem that she had aroused the anger of an elemental being, neither 
hum an nor animal (but able to construct an imitation of such beings), 
who was "out" to injure her. He had, pr esumably, to app ear in 
some such badly put together form as he present ed to her, in order 
to encount er her on that plane. She may hav e aroused his anger 
in a former incarnation. I have myself met one of th ese beings on 
th e astral plane ; he was a very handsome and attractiv e person 
who int erested me. But I was warned by a guide who was with me 
that if he got near enough to touch me he would destroy me utt erly, 
and that this was what he int ended to do. Before he reached me I 
sank down into th e blessed refuge of th e physic al body. Th ese astral 
experiences belong to th e state of Svapna-th e first condition reached 
when th e sleep of th e physical body shuts off external perceptions. 
Sushupti, th e stat e of deep sleep, correspondin g to the deepest trance 
con.dition, is the consciousn ess in which the most real and vivid experi
ences of the human being tak e place. In that state all is seen and 
known that relates to our life here. But it cannot be brought into 
phy sical knowledge or remembered clearly (if at all) for th e simple 
reason th at our bra ins are organs of limited power , and unable to 
receive realities which are quit e recognizable to th e inner man. These 
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three states of consciousness are common to all men, the two highes t 
being entered by the door of sleep. The adept can enter into others , 
inconceivable to the ordinary man. What is sleep ? is so often asked . 
It is simply the using of that door, or entrance, by the ego, on to 
other planes. It is possible by long study, to be aware of the great 
curtain of forgetfulness drawn across the entrance, on returning into 
the physical body. I have been aware of. it, and also of the momen t 
of dropping into sleep and going away; this is a very difficult exercise . 

We should not lose sight of the fact that we are surrounded by 
invisible friends and well-wishers from birth to death ; angels and 
the hosts of heaven, forces and beings of all kinds who help us at 
various points in our difficult route through life. Undoubtedly sleep 
of the physical body, while the spirit is away from it, is guarded and 
protected, and when the Karma of the ego permits this, vital energy 
and new power is poured into it so that what we call awakening mean s 
the rousing of a body renewed and strengthened. The physical body , 
composed of atoms, connected with the indwelling ego by a mystic 
silver cord, could not thus recuperate. How could it ? There is 
no volition or will power in it-should the ego fail to return, the atom s 
of which it is composed would at once begin to decay and disintegrate. 

The gift of prophecy arises from the remembrance of events which 
take place on the astral plane, before they take place on the physical. 
A recent instance of this I will relate. About the middle of November 
I923 I was very distinctly aware one night of a vivid experience, and 
remembered it clearly. Of course it was only the end of a nigh t 
of experience, but it was the climax. I was with a number of peopl e 
in a large room on an upper floor of a big town house ; through th e 
open windows we looked down into a city street, crowded with passer s 
by and loiterers. We, and they, were waiting for news. It came sud
denly ; a number of young men ran down the street crying out, " The 
open door Government is in-the open door Government is in." I 
had no doubt from that moment what the result of the election in 
December would be. Yours truly, 

CINTRA LAWN, CHELTENHAM. MABEL COLLINS. 

THE STRANGE CASE OF OSCAR WILDE. 

To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 

DEAR Srn,-Miss G. D. Cummins' able article concerning "Th e 
Strange Case of Oscar Wilde" is unusually convincing. As I have 
observed before in your valuable pages, I have never yet read a spirit
communication purporting to come from a literary man which bor e 
so sincere an impress of the style of the deceased author as the Wild e 
messages. Indeed, his imputed remark referring to an eminent 
archreologist, who was present at a seance : " Here is a mind in whose 
intricacies I should like to plunge. . . . Here I find the mediceval 
mind, and on it is perched like a pert bird the spirit of the twentieth 
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century," has all the flavour of a brilliant epigram by the famous 
Victorian. 

Another point which struck me, is Miss Cummins' comment about 
the wide divisions between portions of th e words, which character
istic is found both in the letters and manuscripts left by Wilde, as 
also in the text transmitt ed by the media . H e would write "d eath" 
or "v intage." According to a book I read on handwriting, this is 
a mark of the writer's great originality. It seems strang e it should 
be preserved, as one cannot imagine forgeries of caligraphy at the 
great speed at which, as Miss Cummins notes, Mrs. Travers Smith 
was transmitting the words. The survival of the characteristics of 
caligraphy after death is surely an extraordinary one a,nd should give 
rise to reflection. How is it that the spirit rea ssumes his mannerisms 
of handwriting ? Why does not the medium give the message in 
her own script? The writing of man seems th erefore an integral 
part of his spiritual make-up, inasmuch as it is thus capable of 
revival under favourable conditions. 

It brings us back to all mystical and Kabalistic ideas concerning 
the sanctity of the alphabet and " the signature of the creature " 
as Jacob Boehme would put it. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 
REGINA MIRIAM BLOCH. 

To the Editor of the OCCULT REVIEW. 

DEAR Sm-The article by Miss Cummins on " The Strange Case 
of Oscar Wilde," which appears in your last issue, is interesting in 
many ways. In the first place, it seems clear that at the time of 
writing her article, Miss Cummins could not have read my own cri
tique, which was published in the January numb er of Psychic Science. 

I note, for instance, that in discussing the " Glencree Incident " 
she dilates picturesquely on the improbability that any .person should 
have been " thinking vehem ently of an old priest who lived in a remote 
valley" while the sitting was being held on a hot July afternoon. 
But in my own essay I have pointed out that in order to verify the 
existence of Fath er Prideaux Fox, it was not necessary to go to Ire
land or indeed any further than the appendix of Thurston Hopkins' 
Oscar Wilde, or to Stuart Mason's Bibliography of Oscar Wilde, since 
either of th ese works contains all th e details relating to Father Fox 
which were communicated at the sitting. Miss Cummins' remarks 
about telepathy in connection with this incident are valuable there
fore chiefly as serving to show how fatally easy it is in psychic research 
to draw far-reaching and unsound conclusions when one has insufficient 
premises to work upon. 

I am glad to be able to satisfy the curiosity which Miss Cummins 
expresses about the story of "Wilde kissing the hand of Pater." 
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The source of this incident app ears to be Frank Harris' Life of Oscar 
Wilde. I have not the book by me at the mom ent, but the gist of 
the story as told by Frank Harris is as follows : Wilde confessed to 
Harris that Walter Pater, while they were alone together one day , 
had listened spellbound to one of Wilde's extraordinary improvis a
tions, had become excited and seized Wilde's hand, wanting to kiss 
it. Whereupon Wilde had exclaimed, " You mustn't ! You really 
mustn't. What would people think?" Now at the sitting the sup
posed "Wilde" asserts that this story was a pure invention of his 
own, "a charming exaggeration." But we may ask: Granted th at 
Wilde sometimes lied to American audiences for the sake of effect, 
is it likely that he would tell an entirely unnecessary and gratuitous 
lie about one personal friend to another ? I think not, for there 
is much to show that in his purely personal relations, Wilde had a 
very real sense of honour, as, for example, when awaiting his second 
trial, he refused to fly the country and bring ruin to the gentleman 
who had risked his fortune in bail for Wilde. But if we reject this 
posthumous refutation of the Pater story, we throw another dash of 
cold water on the spiritistic theory of the origin of these communi
cations. 

The fatal weakness of the Wilde case will manifest itself to the 
reader when I assure him that, with the exception of the incident 
of "The Pensive Salmon," I have, in the course of my researche s, 
succeeded in tracing every one of the supposed " Memories " to their 
probable sources in biographies and other books of reference. 

In her article Miss Cummins asks, " Is it possible to forge Wilde 's 
handwriting at a speed of 800 words per hour? " I answer em
phatically "Yes." I have recently experimented in reproducing 
blindfold, memorized but previously unpractised passages in imi
tation of Wilde's handwriting. On three separate occasions I pro
duced scripts of 740, 915 and 1,020 words in an hour and the 
imitations were judged to be obviously better than the best imit a
tions of Mr. "V." Previous to these attempts I had practised 
Wilde's caligraphy for about half an hour daily for five or six day s. 
Wilde's habit of separating letters makes his handwriting peculiarl y 
easy to imitate. 

With regard to the question of the value of style, considered as 
evidence for survival, I am inclined to agree with the eminent re
searcher; Mr. J. Arthur Hill, who writes to my brother: "No resem
blance of style, however close, will satisfy the critical mind, in the 
-case where the medium is an educated person." 

Does anyone doubt that if a one-thousand word parody of Oscar 
Wilde were set in one of the weekly prize essay competitions of the 
Westminster Gazette, the " occasional " literary talent of our countr y 
would produce some quite excellent imitations ? There is, I believe, 
no limit to the extent to which an author's style can be assimilated. 
Mr. John D~nkwater points out in his Victorian Poetry that there 
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were poets such as Lord de T~bley and Richard William Dixon, 
discipl es of Tennyson, who had caught his manner so perfectly that 
some of their lyrics might have been written by that master himself. 
All but the very greatest work can be assimilated and creatively 
imitated . That such imitations as I have in mind would not be 
produced under the same conditions as the automatic script will not 
really weigh with the sceptic, since it is always possible for him to 
retort that the supposed mediums memorize their effusions and come 
ready primed to the sitting. 

But while I think that the Oscar Wilde case has not the same 
value for psychic research as the classic cases of George Pelham and 
the "Ear of Dionysius," it has a real interest in another direction. 
It is evidence of the possibility of producing literary work of value 
by means of automatism, and it is perhaps not too visionary to anti
cipate that in the near future there will be an "automatic" school 
of writers and poets . Mrs. Travers Smith and Miss Cummins have 
probably an inborn aptitude for automatism, but Mr. " V.'s " case 
shows that, given sufficient concentration, the faculty can be culti
vated. I do not think that literary work produced by automatism 
will necessarily be of a higher quality than the mediums could pro
duce in the normal way, but it will be produced with less effort and 
far greater rapidity. 

The tendency of modern psychology is not to regard the " sub
conscious" and "conscious" minds as separate entities, but rather 
to look upon their manifestations merely as different aspects of one 
and the same mind. According to this view the mind is always work
ing, but the results of its operations do not always reach the plane of 
personal consciousness. They can, however, sometimes be tapped 
by such forms of automatism as automatic writing, etc. Automatism, 
in its essence, seems to be a kind of mental short-circuiting, whereby 
ideas are transmitted directly to the motor centres of the brain instead 
of passing to the conscious centres and being relayed from them to 
the motor mechanism. If this view is sound a certain resistance will 
be experienced in bringing ideas above the threshold of conscious
ness, and this resistance will be lessened or absent when the ideas 
are-passed directly on to the motor mechanism. As a consequence 
we should expect automatic work to be more fluent and spontaneous 
than conscious work, and this seems to be the case with most mediums. 
Automatic writing then has essentially nothing to do with Spiritualism, 
although Spiritualists may make use of it. Mr. "V." hopes shortly 
to experiment with persons possessed of psychic power who have 
no interest whatever in attempted communications with the dead, 
and it will be interesting to observe whether or not the automatic 
messages purport to come from deceased personalities . 

I am, 
Yours truly, 

C. W. SOAL. 
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"ON CRYSTAL-GAZING ." 

To the Editor of the OCCULT REVIEW. 

DEAR Srn,-Following up my study On Crystal-Gazing published 
in your issue of January last, I am making furth er experimental 
investigations into the subject. May I therefore beg for the hospi
tality of your columns to announce that I shall be glad to hear from 
crystal -gazers who are willing to submit to such experiments. · En
quiries should be addressed to me, c/o The Occult Review, 8-n 
Paternoster Row, E.C+ 

Yours truly, 
THEODORE BESTERMAN. 

SIR WILLIAM CROOKES. 

To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 

Srn,-I beg the hospitality of your columns for the following:
In the life of the above eminent scientist by Mr. Fournier d'Albe , 

it is stated (page 392) that his son, the late Henry Crookes, was mad e 
bankrupt, and that his father was unwilling to save him from thi s 
experience, These two statem ents are entirely incorrect, and Mr . 
d' Albe has expressed his regrets for their appearance and has under 
taken that the erroneous allegations shall be omitted from futur e 
editions of his book and corrections made in all unsold copies of the 
existing edition. 

These calumnies have, however, travelled far and wide, and I am 
advised that I have no means of publicly correcting them, except by 
the kindness of the Press, as libellous statements about those who 
have passed away, however painful to those they have left behind , 
are not recognized by the Law as subject-matter for action in the 
Courts. 

I am, most . gratefully yours, 
M. G. CROOKES, 

Widow of the late Henry Crookes. 
24 LADBROKE GARDENS, 

LONDON, W.II. 
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THE REVUE METAPSYCHIQUE has completed its issues for the year 
1923 and has provided the supplementary tables which indicate with 
admirable fullness the content of a large volume. The International 
Metapsychical Institute has suffered during the period in question 
not only the loss of Jules Roche, but that of its Vice-President, Comte 
A. de Gramont, well known for his original work in the vast field 
opened by the spectroscope. A note on his passing and a brief account 
of his scientific career will be found in the last number of the Review, 
over the signature of Charles Richet. It is followed by an official 
address to the friends ·of the Institute, summarizing the work which 
has been done since its foundation in 1919, laying stress upon the 
prolonged experiments with Kluski and Guzik as mediums for material
ization and with the lucids Madame B. and Stephen Ossowiecki. 
There is a word also on the official organ, which is said to be recognized 
everywhere as the most important periodical devoted to the meta
psychical subject. We have borne witness to this effect on our own 
part independently: it has marked for us a new epoch in the research, 
and if it is comparable with anything in the past, it is to the early 
PROCEEDINGS of the Society for Psychical Research in the days of 
Myers and Gurney. We suppose, in terminating this part of our 
notice, that it is impossible to look back upon the brief past of the 
Institute without remembering the hostility of scientists engrossed 
by the material side of things, and more especially the Sorbonne 
findings. There is no need to register our sympathy when we hear 
that the repute and even the honour of those who are devoted heart 
and mind to the new science have been placed, so to speak, in the 
dock. Do we not know, however, these Sorbonne experts et hoc genus 
omne, for their counterparts are everywhere, and their constitutional 
inability outside their own sphere is everywhere also the same? 
While we sympathize, it follows that we deplore the superstition 
which erects them into a certain court of appeal, as if their judgment 
signified per se or their conversion were a vital issue. Beyond the 
psychic world some of us have come to know concerning a world of 
the spirit; but it is unimaginable that experience therein should be 
exposed to the judgments of material scientists because of their 
eminence in science of that order, any more than we should look for 
Ruysbroeck to pronounce upon spectroscopic analysis. In like 
manner, ectoplasmic manifestations, clairvoyance and so forth are a 
field outside the normal observation of Sorbonne doctors, and it is 
not after a few experiments that they, or any who are like them, can 
pronounce valid judgments. 

Passing over the long and careful examination of Richet's TRAITE 
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METAPSYCHIQUE by Sir Oliver Lodge, translated into French from 
the PROCEEDINGS of the S.P.R., Dr. Geley continues the records of 
experiments with the medium Jean Guzik, to which are added the 
individual testimonies of Richet and Lodge. After this comes " an 
historical document," reproduced from the REVUE DE FRANCE, testi
fying the conviction of its thirty-four signatories that the phenomena 
obtained with Guzik are not to be explained by (r) illusions, (2) indi
vidual or collective hallucinations, (3) by any fraud whatsoever. The 
autographs are given in facsimile and include those of Santoliquido, 
Richet, Rene Sudre and Geley. The President of the Warsaw Psycho
Physical Society gives account of experiences in clairvoyance with 
Stephan Ossowiecki, of whom it is affirmed that he seems gifted with 
all supranormal faculties. We observe in conclusion that nine French 
delegates have been chosen already for the next Metapsychical Con
gress, to be held in 1926, place not specified, and that a new Meta
psychical Institute has been founded at Vienna. 

The story of Guzik and his mediumship is reflected in to the JOURNAL 
of the American Society for Psychical Research (r) by preliminary 
remarks of the editor, (2) by copious translations of Geley, and (3) by 
an account of "impressions" on the part of Mr. Harry Price. The 
last has appeared also in LIGHT and-b eing unfavourable-evoked 
considerable correspondence, which the JOURNAL appends. In fine, 
Mr. Stanley de Brath deals with the hostile comments, affirming that 
" the foundation of the Metapsychic Institute and its perfectly 
equipped laboratory, directed by skilled experimentalists of high 
scientific standing," lends a weight to acqu ired results which is want
ing even to "those of Sir William Crookes and Professor Aksakoff," 
when these are taken as standing alone. . . . In the PSYCHIC 

'SCIENCE quarterly, Mr. Price, who has been mentioned above, con-
cludes his record of " novel experiments in psycho-physical research " 
with the medium Stella C--. We are told that circumstances have 
arisen to prevent their continuation, but that enough has been reported 
" to establish a positive conclusion as to the telekinetic power of the 
psychic forces liberated by this medium, and the intelligent nature of 
the directive agency ." Other contributions to the current issue are 
on a new method in psychic photography, under conditions believed 
to be safeguarded "against any form of destructive criticism," and 
on the Oscar Wilde scripts. The first is illustrated, " through the 
kindness of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle," by a long series of photographic 
reproductions, and the novelty arises from the fact that " the basis 
of experiment has been the conscious control and direction of the 
ectoplasmic forces" by the recorder's " own will and intelligence, 
reinforced, however, by that of his spiritual instructor." The narra
tive is of great interest, but as regards " destructive criticism" it is 
obvious that bona fides must be assumed throughout: we do not call 
it in question, but on the other hand we do not see how the experiments 
were protected, as suggested in the preliminary statement. The 
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study of the Wilde scripts is by the brother of "Mr. V.," through 
whom some of the communications came, and it is an exceedingly fair 
and frank review of the whole case. 

We are reminded by the THEOSOPHICAL QUARTERLY of New York 
that 1923 saw the tercentenary of Blaise Pascal, who was born in that 
year. A brief article distinguishes the celebrated author of THOUGHTS 
from those who are truly mystics. It takes for its authority a notable 
study which appeared in LA REVUE DE PARIS and maintained that 
mystics do not oppose their experience " to intellectual knowledge, 
as if these two were enemies." On the contrary, Pascal is said to have 
been tinctured deeply with " the Jansenist doctrine of original sin and 
the total depravity of human nature," owing to his Port Royal associa
tions. When he affirmed, however, that "the heart has reasons 
which reason does not know," we question whether-as suggested
he was a theologian speaking with "contemptuous views" on the 
ability of intellect "to symbolize truth." It appears to us rather as 
an authentic mystical maxim, in which the whole science concurs. 
So also in LA REVUE DE PARIS, the French Academician, Abbe 
Bremond, is fully warranted in his view that mystics as such are not 
in conflict with intellect, but this notwithstanding they realize that 
their valid experience belongs to a region which lies beyond the 
measures of intellectual knowledge . Pascal was not of the mystics, 
but he was a man of religious experience which dwells upon their 
threshold, and there were moments, we think, when he saw as they 
see, if it cannot be said that he knew as they know. The issue before 
us has also an excellen t essay on St . Catherine of Siena, based for the 
most part on modern English authorities and doing full justice to her 
inward and outward work. It makes, however, the recurring mistake 
of classing her among mystics: she was a psychic rather, great and 
holy among those whose vision is in the world of images, one of the 
very greatest, but not of those whose dwelling is in " the nowhere 
and the nought." 

Periodicals devoted to Spiritism in its several forms have their 
points of importance and interest, and among others that call to be 
mentioned there is LA REvuE SPIRITE, which continues to include 
Camille Flammarion among its unfailing contributors. In the course 
of a recent review of unexplained telepathic phenomena, he compares 
the present position of psychical research with that of astronomical 
science. As regards the first we know scarcely anything concerning 
the world unseen, save only that its existence is not less real than that 
of the visible world ; and in respect of the second, though astronomy 
has penetrated sidereal depths once thought inaccessible, we are still 
as on the mere threshold of the infinite and that which we know is like 
nothing in comparison with all that remains for possible discovery in 
the future. . . . LIGHT is presenting from week to week the life
story of one· of its well-remembered editors, the late Dawson Rogers, 
a record which must interest all readers, but those especially who knew 
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him. His concern in Swedenborg emerges here and there, but we . 
look for something more definite on this subject in the course of the 
narrative. . . . Our old friend THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT does not 
give us too often an opportunity to speak of its contents, seeing that 
by the necessity of things a large part of its columns must provide 
Australian readers with summaries of old-world and continental 
activities, but with these we are acquainted already. Its addres ses 
from the editorial chair represent conscientious work always and we 
sympathize with their reverent sincerity, as, for example, recently 
on "the two minutes' silence" of Armistice Day, which cannot fail 
to awaken in the hearts of many thousands the memory of their lost 
heroes. To all these THE HARBINGER offers the consolation of its 
assured belief that in reality there is no loss, because there is no death. 

Masonically speaking, the opening of the year 1924 is marked by 
an important event in its annals of periodical literature, and this is 
the foundation at New York of a substantial monthly magazine 
entitled THE MASTER MASON. It appears under the auspices of the 
Masonic Service Association of the United States and is edited by 
Dr. J. Fort Newton, well known throughout the English-speaking 
Masonic world as author of THE BUILDERS, an epoch-marking account 
of the Fraternity as to its origin, history and aims. THE MASTER 
MASON claims to be national in character, and it is realized doubtless 
that in order to deserve this title it must be universal also within the 
measures of its subjects. There are indications in the first number, 
which offers many notable points, the concerns of the Craft in England 
being represented by several articles, chief among which in respect of 
living interest is that of Dr. Newton himself, a series of extracts 
from a Masonic Diary kept during his residence here among us. Oth er 
papers are on faith in God, regarded as" the fundamental Landmark" 
of Freemasonry, on the Obligations of Citizenship-by the Unit ed 
States Secretary of Labour-and on Samber's curious volume called 
LONG LIVERS, the Masonic dedication of which is of great historic al 
interest. We offer a cordial welcome to THE MASTER MASON, wishing 
it long life among us and increase in values. . . . The Vancouver 
magazine for Masons entitled THE SQUARE has been mentioned in 
these pages previously : it remains to be said that each successive 
issue seems to improve on the last. In that which is now before us 
there is a paper on Irish Masonry, which is not only an excellent 
historical summary within the limits of a few columns, but is also and 
above all a real contribution to our knowledge. . . . THE Co-MASON 
is good reading as usual: there is some account of an Initiation 
Ceremony among American Indians, while a short study of the BOOK 
OF THE DEAD, or the BooK OF COMING FORTH BY DAY, suggests its 
relation to the Hebrew Kabalah and the debt of both to a common 
source in Atlantis. But the best thing in the whole issue is the 
editor's plain story of (r) the Ku Klux Klan, (2) the Knights of Col
umbus, and (3) the Crusaders. It enables us to know how things are 
in respect of these new and rather problematical institutions. 
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THE CONFLICT. By Elsie Paterson Cranmer. London : The Merton 
Press, Abbey House, Westminster, S.W.r. Price 6d. net. 

MRS. PATERSON CRANMER will be remembered as the author of To the 
Living Dead, and the present little poem justifies the promise shown 
in her earlier work. The Conflict tells in blank verse of the time-honoured 
strife between the artist and the layman, only in this instance the artist 
is a woman loved by the layman. She considers marriage fatal to Art: 

" Artists are priests. I must not fail my trust, 
Sweet wives and tender mpthers make bad art." 

That she is not immune from the more human sentiments, however, the 
following spirited and forceful lines uttered by her adorer testify : 

"Oft have I felt thy quick-pulsed heart breathe flame 
When sweet child's hands have clamoured at thy breast 
Feeding thy woman's hunger. Fiercely thou hast clutched 
Them to thee, and as fiercely thrust them by. 
(Sullen thine eyes beneath their burning lids) 
Saying, ' It is the common lot of slaves 
To bear and bear, awhile their hearts grow tired, 
Their bodies wither, until Death claims all.'" 

Mrs. Paterson Cranmer has a delicate fancy, and there is a direct 
appeal, and a simple and poignant ,charm in The Conflict which will 
increase the circle of her admirers. MEREDITH STARR. 

TALKS ON TRUTH, For Teachers and Thinkers. By Thomas Hughes, 
of The Society of Jesus. London: Longmans, Green and Co., 
39 Paternoster Row, E.C.4; New York, Toronto, Bombay, 
Calcutta and Madras. Price ros . 6d. net. 

THE weaving of the web of this exceedingly attractive book is carried out 
in dialogue, "winding with the turns of many topics over the fields of 
many thoughts," as says the author in his Preface. The two who · dis
course are St. Victor and his pupil Benjamin, the latter doubtless voicing 
many of the thoughts and speculations of those eager and inquiring souls 
who " in modern conditions are so glibly assailed with strange ideas on 
religion and science ." 

The three main · subjects discussed are: Prayer, Truth, and Religion, 
and in the first-named the theme is analysed and enlarged to its widest 
extent. For, truly, " It takes all sorts to make a world. But there is 
only one sort of leverage by which the world of mankind can exert its 
powers in the Kingdom of God, and take its part in the divine providence 
and government of the world . That leverage is prayer." 

The discourse on Truth contains some very apt remarks on Faith,-a 
virtue too often sneered at as Credulity, yet by which we really all live 
" as a primary condition for moving on, doing or understanding any
thing ." . . . Says St. Victor shrewdly: " If you will not tolerate the 
life of faith, because you are deceived sometimes, you will have to go and 
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become a lonely Robinson Crusoe in an island of the Pacific, or a solitary 
savage, a mere degenerate of the backwoods ." 

St. Victor will have nothing to say to the "Modernists," or rat h er, 
from another point of view, he has a very great deal to say, gently dis
secting them all the time, notably their theories on "Relativity" and 
"Accommodation"-" which would find under every new image and 
statement an assertion contradictory to other statements,"-pouring 
mild scorn on what he calls their" confusion in sophistry." Rationali sm, 
Pragmatism, and the latest presentment of "Christian Agnosticism," 
likewise come under the mental microscope of a thinker who combines 
Aristotelian co=on-sense with the theological mysticism of St. Thomas 
Aquinas. A combination against which who may prevail ! 

In surveying various methods of education, the author quotes a beauti
ful passage by Mr. H. W. Nevinson, describing the teaching in the Cath olic 
schools of to-day, from which: " ... the child passes into life, believing 
himself to be attended by powers and defenders which most children, I 
think, would like to have with them, and many grown-up people too." 
And, " when you hear them instructed that the oppression of the poor 
is one of the four sins that cry to Heaven for vengeance-it is not difficult 
to understand why the ancient Church has maintained its hold upon 
humanity." EDITH K. HARPER. 

LIFE: ITS ORIGIN AND NATURE. By Hereward Carrington, Ph.D. 
5 in. X 3½ in., pp. 64. 

PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. By Hereward Carrington, Ph.D. Volume I. 

5 in. X 3½ in., pp. 86. Volume 2. 5 in. X 3½ in., pp. 89. 
Girard, Kansas, U.S.A. : Haldeman-Julius Company. Price 
(paper covers), IO cents each. 

THE Haldeman-Julius Company deserve a word of praise for their "Ten 
Cent Pocket Series " which now includes, I believe, between four and 
five hundred different volumes, including a number of original works 
specially written for the series, as well as reprints of classical works
many well known ; some, perhaps, not so well known as they dese rve 
to be--all at the extraordinarily low price of ten cents each . 

Dr. Carrington's works are, doubtless, well known to readers of t he 
OccuLT REVIEW, and in these volumes he writes along lines that are 
familiar. The two volumes on Psychical Research contain a clearly 
worded and impartial account of what Psychical Research is, with some 
cautionary remarks as to what it is not. Special chapters are devo t ed 
to the various types of phenomena dealt with by the psychical research er ; 
and the second volume contains a particularly interesting chapter dealing 
with "Modern Laboratory Investigations." The volumes are, in fact, 
very well suited to the needs of the inquirer and are well calculated to 
give him a saner notion of the aims, methods and achievements of Psychical 
Research than prevails in many quarters to-day, and to indicate to him 
the important bearing these have on the solution of the momentous prob
lem of the Immortality of the Soul. 
· The volume on "Life" reviews various theories concerning Life's 
origin that have been put forward, without regarding any as -satisfactory. 
The problem of the nature of life is then dealt with, such topics as Evolu-
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tion, The Physical Basis of Life, Heredity and the relation between _Life 
and Mind, etc., naturally falling for brief discussion . As before, Dr. 
Carrington does not pledge himself to any _one of the particular theories 
concerning the ultimate nature of life that he discusses, though he con
fesses to a preference for Interactionism or Animism, "the worl.d-old 
notion of mind or soul, and body, existing as separate entities, influencing 
each other." As concerns Psychical Monism, I must confess that I think 
Dr . Carrington treats it badly: the fact that common sense is "repelled 
by it" is certainly no argument against its truth. But emphatically 
this little brochure is one to make the man in the street think, and that, 
I take it, is exactly its intention, an intention that deserves hearty com-
mendation. H. S. REDGROVE. 

RESEARCHES IN GEOMETRY. By P. S. G. Dubash, D.Sc., etc. 8½ ins. 
x 5¼ ins., pp. 14. Bombay : Messrs . Taraporevalla & Sons, 

Hornby Road, Fort . Price (paper covers), 8 annas. 

THE problem of squaring the circle, that is, of finding a square equal in 
area to that of a given circle, is not, perhaps, without interest to the 
student of Occultism. It may be said at once that the problem is insoluble, 
that is, so far as an absolutely exact solution is concerned. The arith
metical solution to the problem to any required degree of accuracy short 
of absolute accuracy is a comparatively simple matter, and various 
geometrical methods of getting approximate solutions have also been 
devised. The one suggested by Dr. Dubash in this pamphlet entails 
the division of a straight line into 200 equal parts, which is an excessively 
tedious task if it is to be done geometrically. In his Introduction he 
writes of this solution as being-as of course it is-merely an approximate 
one, but following the construction itself he makes the extraordinary 
statement that his method would give" an exact solution" provided the 
diameter of the circle " is large enough to enable one to divide it into 200 

equal parts." Obviously the possibility of dividing a line into a number 
of equal parts is independent of the length of the line, and in any case 
his solution entails an error of about one part in 2,000, since it is based 
upon the value :n:=3·14. 

The rest of the pamphlet contains some rather in 'genious constructions 
for trisecting angles and constructing various polygons. They are all of 
them only approximate methods, but will probably be found of use by 
architects and engineers . H. S. REDGROVE. 

THE DIVINE PYMANDER OF HERMES TRISMEGISTUS. An Endeavour 
to Systematize and Elucidate the Corpus Hemieticum by the 
Editors ·of The Shrine of Wisdom. 8½ in. X 5½ in., pp. 54. The 
Shrine of Wisdom, Lincoln House, Acacia Road, Acton, W.3~ 
Price 2s. 3d. post free. 

OF all the works attributed t9 Thrice-greatest Hermes, the collection of 
sermons known as The Divine Pymander undoubtedly ranks first in 
importance. The origin of The Divine Pymander is obscure, but the 
work is of unquestionable antiquity, its influence in the past upon Neo
platonic and Christian mysticism has been very considerable, and the 
profundity of the ideas it sets forth ill accords with the self-satisfied 
notion that only the thought of the present age is of importance. 

p 
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The volume under review is not a new translation, but a selection oJ 
the more important passages of the work in question-use being made 
of the previous translations by Everard, Chambers and Mead - arranged 
under suitable heads and connected together by means of explanatory 
comments by the Editors . The point is well brought out that, according 
to the Hermetic teaching, all things are capable of being contemplated 
under three separate heads, or from three separate points of view, namely 
that of God (Theology), that of Order and Beauty (Cosmology) and that 
of Man (Anthropology). "Each of the three Heads," writes the Editors, 
"gives rise to three distinct conceptions, each of which is a relative asp ect 
of Absolute Truth." Under the first head, the thesis is maintained, with 
convincing logic and vigour, that "God entirely transcends th .e Cosmos 
and Man because He is the Arche of their being; yet He is whol\y Imma
nent, as being the very be-ness of every being that the Cosmos compre
hends." Under the second head it is explained that the word "Cosmos" 
as used by the author of The Divine Pymander " signifies the Order by 
which all things proceed from their producing causes, are made manifest, 
and are related to each other and to the End for which they exist," and 
amongst other extracts the very suggestive and ~mportant one is included 
which assert .s that "Every Essence is Immortal. Every Essence is 
unchangeable. Everything that exists is double." 

Altogether the Editors have very successfully achieved a by no means 
ear:,y task, and the volume can be cordially recommended to the student 
as. a very useful introduction to the study of the Trismegistic literature. 

H . s. REDGROV-E . 

WHEN NILE WAS YOUNG. By Anthony Armstrong. London: 
Hutchinson & Co., Paternoster Row, E.C-4- Price 7s. 6d. net . 

THERE are two things that go to the making of a fine work of fiction - the 
story-teller 's gift of weaving a fascinating tale, an,d the more subtle gift 
of revealing the background of thought which informs the whole. It 
results in atmosphere, without which even the cleverest production lacks 
something . This the author of When Nile was Young has achieved. He 
has revealed the spirit and temper of the time with which he deals throu gh 
vivid depiction of the conditions and surroundings of his stage, and by 
vigoro us characterization of the players of the piece. His picturization 
of the fighting between the troops of the Pharaoh and those of the Khi ta, 
arouses an interest almost akin to the excitement with which we lately 
followed the battle scenes of the Great War . 

The struggles between the followers of the two rival religions of the 
time sets forth the vital force of the religious element in life to actu at e 
the deeds of those who come under its sway. 

All who are interested iff Egypt, that mysterious wonderland of the 
past, in its occult rites and old lore, will find this book a helpful guide to 
their 1;mderstanding. It might even be studied as an a1luring history of 
the country and time depicted. 

The people to whom we are introduced are all types of the differences 
of human nature--which, when playing its part in other days and under 
ot.l;ier skies, presents the same contrasts as when finding its way througa 
the problems and difficulties it has to confront in this moment of time. 
Then, as now, the idealist had to match his strength against the worldling ,, 
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the patriot against the self-seeker, and the single-minded against the 
machinations of the plotting brain . 

Of the thrilling romance woven through all this presentment of the 
past, of the passions and emotions we encounter, of the glowing figure of 
the hero, the gallant Horemheb, of the beautiful Neferu who so ardently 
returns his love, and of their sacrificial deeds for the sake of their country, 
nothing can be quoted without spoiling the sense of the whole. But we 
express the hope that it may reach all those who delight in rich colouring, 
and fine language. . FRANCES TYRRELL. 

SOME MINOR WORKS OF RICHARD ROLLE, WITH THE PRIVITY OF THE 
PASSION. By S. Bonaventura. Translated and Edited by Ger
aldine E. Hodgson, Litt.D. London: John M. Watkins. 225 pp. 
Price 5s. net. 

IT has been well said that some . knowledge of the writings of Richard Rolle 
of Hampole is essential to a proper understanding of the currents of 
religious thought in England during the two hundred years prior to the 
Reformation. But, as the Editor of this present volume remarks in her 
long and able Introduction, the general reader is apt to be repelled by 
the difficulties, real or supposed, of Middle English, and will not take 
the trouble to read it. Miss Hodgson has done a considerable service, 
therefore, to mystical literature by her modern renderings of these and 
other of Rolle's Works, which she has herself described elsewhere-in her 
study entitled "English Mystics "--as the greatest and most important 
individual contribution to fourteenth-century mysticism. 

Rolle was not a speculative but an empirical mystic . His writings 
do not deal abstrusely with theoretical mysteries peculiar to an age or 
to a particular system of thought ; they deal directly with permanent 
spiritual realities which he saw steadily with the eye of intuitive certitude. 
He wrote of what he knew by irrefutable experience, And because his vision 
was clear and constant, his utterance of it has a quality of crystalline 
lucidity which leaves one reluctant to quarrel with Miss Hodgson 's en
thusiastic description of him as the true father of English Prose. 

Included in this volume is an interesting fragment from the work of 
S. Bonaventura, of whom Pope Leo XIII observed that " he treated of 
mystical theology with such perfection that in the common opinion of 
the learned he is facile princeps in that field." COLIN STILL. 

PERSONAL RELIGION AND THE LIFE OF DEVOTION. By W. R. Inge, 
Dean of St. Paul's. With an Introduction by the Lord Bishop 
of London. London: Longmans, Green & Co., 39 Pate,rnoster 
Row, E.C.4; New York, Toronto, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras. 
Price 2s. 6d. net : 

"HEAVEN is not a far-away place to which we hope to go; it is the pre
sence of God in which we ought to live." 

In these plain and simple words, the echo of our Lord 's frat, "The king
dom of heaven is within you," Dean Inge has expressed the Spiritual life, 
the everyday life of the Christian mystic, learned or unlearned, gentle or 
simple, a life esseµtially practical, in which " belief radiates into action." 
This is the mysticism of Saint Francis of Assisi, and of all great souls who 
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have climbed the starry track. There is no real contradiction between 
this thought and the Dean 's later words in the chapter entit led, " Self 
Consecration," in which he says:-

" What we are, matters much more than what we do or say." For" at 
the core of every man 's soul, deeper even than consciousness, lies the hidd en 
man of the heart who can hear God speak. And if in ourselves th at 
inmost shrine is a temple of the Holy Ghost, our words and actions will 
show from whence they came. Deep calleth unto deep ; and ·those whose 
hearts God has touched can find their way easily to the hearts of others. 
The soul may have wandered far from its true home ; but when it meets 
one who has been there, who can bring it tidings of that dear and half-for
gotten land, it will spring to meet him. Here is some one who knows ; 
he can tell me what I want to know." 

And there is wise counsel-never so much nor so urgently needed as 
in these present days of shifting sands-in his warning against being 
deluded by the "absurd catchword that the voice of the people is the 
voice of God, which it never has been since the voice of the people cried, 
'C rucify Him, crucify Him,' and never will be .... " 

The sorrowful purport of the last chapter, the awful mystery of Be
reavement, is transmuted into a wonderful peace, " that Peace which 
passeth understanding ," and whose fulfilment is supreme joy. Speaking 
from the depths of his own heart's core, Dean Inge speaks to all and for 
all who, like himself, know too well the anguish of such unutterable earthly 
loss, but who have found that it has opened for them, as never befor e, 1 

the Gates of Light. EDITH K. HARPER. 

CICERO, DE SENECTUTE, DE AMICITIA, DE DIVINATIONE. With an 
English Translation by William Armistead Falconer. 6½ in. X 
4¼ in., pp . vii + ·568. London: William Heinemann (Loe b 
Classical Library), I923. Price rns. net. 

THE dialogue On Divination occupies much the largest part of this volume. 
In it are set out with Cicero's usual forthright handling of dialectics all 
the facts and arguments for and against belief in divination. The dis
cussion is supposed to take place between Marcus Cicero himself and 
his brother Quintus. The latter defends divination " not as a special 
pleader, but in a truly philosophic spirit." He divides divination into 
-two kinds : artificial and natural. This classification is upheld by several 
more modern authorities, but is no longer tenable. According to Quintus 
;artificial soothsaying comprises astrology, augury, and, in fact, all such 
modes as depend on observation and interpretation; while the natural 
methods are those which depend on dreams and oracular and propheti c 
utte ran ces . In each of these sections a large number of examples are 
given from history and mythology. The philosophic argument is (this 
being the Stoic philosophy) that since the totality of the human soul 
is in touch with the divine soul, there is no reason why a few specially 
gifted individuals should not be able to glean foreknowledge from that 
divine soul. 

Marcus then replies to this effect: It is necessary to admit that only 
chance events can be divined, for all things which happen systematically 
le .g., the rising of the sun) can be foreseen scientifically. That being so, 
a contradiction becomes apparent, for ·if a thing is foreseen it ceases to 
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be a thing that may or may not happen; it therefore is not a chance 
event, and we are led into a vicious circle. This is Cicero's main conten
tion, and, accepting his postulates, unanswerable. 

De Di vinatione is principally useful to-day for the clear light it throws 
on the divinatory practices of Greece and Rome. The Loeb Classical 
Library in which this book now appears should not require any intro 
duction to the discriminating reader; in its volumes the text and a sound 
translation face each other page by . page, and brief, useful notes are 
appended . The Library is already well on the way to forming a complete 
thesaurus of classical literature and learning. 

THEODORE BES TERMAN. 

LA SoRCELLERIE DES CAMPAGNES. By Charles Lan celin. I O ins. X 
6½ ins., pp. 400. Henri Durville, 1923. Price fr. 30. 

Tms work purports to be a study of rural sorcery, but it is difficult to 
see how its contents justify its title. Of the nine chapters which form 
the book there is only one (pp. 51-58) which bea rs directly on the subject, 
and that chapter deals with pseudo-sorcery . The rest of the volume 
is occupied by more or less inaccurate summaries of such subjects as 
hypnotism, the astral body, the sorcery of the Bohemians, charms, lycan
thropy, vampirism, etc . In the manner in which these matters are treated 
they have only the most distant relation to the declared subject of the 
book. 

The author gives copious extracts from his own previous works; 
well over half the volume is made up of quotations, generally of long 
legal documents. The references are generally correct, though frequently 
not sufficiently precise to identify the book referred to , but a reference 
to page is never given. The citations are-almost exclusively so far as old 
books are concerned and quite exclusively for modern books-to French 
works. As the names of the chapters are as misl ead ing as the title of 
the book, the Table of Contents gives a wrong impression, and there is 
no ind ex. In short, this volume is an addition to that voluminous pseudo
scientific literatur e, the proportion of which to genu ine contributions to 
occult science is even mor e astounding in Fran ce than in England . 

THEODORE BESTERMAN. 

THE SCALE OF PERFECTION. By Walter Hilton. With an Introduc
tion by Evelyn Underhill. London: John M. Watkins. Price 
7s. 6d. net. 

THE author of this book was a fourteenth-century mystic, of whom we 
know little save that he was a canon of the Augustinian priory of Thur
gart en, in Nottinghamshire, and probably himself a native of the 
North Midlands, though his birthplace is not known . 

This work of his, which Miss Underhill has edited with her unfailin g 
insight, scholarship, and thoroughness, was not printed until well-nigh 
a century after his death; but in those days of beautiful and accurate 
hand-copying, the printing press was not the sole, or even the usual, 
means by which a writer and his readers could get into intimate touch 
with each other ; and, as Miss Underhill tells us, The Scale of Perf ection 
probably enjoyed a wider and more enduring influence than any English 
devotional work. 
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We may look on it, indeed, as an English Imitatio Christi, a book 
which it notably resembles in its strong and, as it were, evangelical piety, 
its loving concentration on devotion to the Person of Christ, and its 
inculcation of burning charity and complete unworldliness, as the essential 
law of the spiritual, or "ghostly," life. 

The Editor makes an interesting comment on the author's acquaint
ance with what we are accustomed to think of as modern psycho logical 
difficulties, and his power of dealing with them : " Those uprushes from 
the lower centres which so deeply distress the religious consciousness 
were treated by him in a bracing and truly scientific spirit." 

The book itself is , in a very real sense of the word, a ghostly one. To 
read it is to renew one's faith in the essential spirituality of our clay-
bound nature. G. M. H. 

MEDITATIONS FROM "AT THE FEET OF THE MASTER." 
India: Theosophical Publishing House. Pp. 97. 

By a Server. 
Price Re. I. 

THIS is the second edition of a little book whi ch, since its _ first appearan ce 
ten years ago, has no doubt been a source of helpful inspiration to ma ny 
people. It contains simple precepts expr essed in simple language, arranged 
for monthly, weekly and daily meditation, and its general message may 
perhaps be conveyed by the two following sentences : 

The one thing that you must set before you is to do the Master's work. 
In the light of His holy Presence all desire dies, but the desire to be like 

Him. 
Another saying-" Make light of the troubles which come into every

one's life "-seems to be in contradiction to the more usual teaching, 
that the aspirant should become indifferent to his own troubles, while 
remaining sensitive to those of others ; but no one will question t he 
wisdom of the one that follows it-" Avoid the incessant worry over 
little things in which many people spend most of their time." The final 
section consists of quotations from the Bible, the Roman Breviary, and 
many other sources, on the subject of preparation for the Second Coming. 

E. M. M. 

MAHAYANA DOCTRINES OF SALVATION. By Dr. Stanislav Shayer. 
London : Probsthain & Co. Pp . 55. Price 4s. 

MR, R. T. KNIGHT, in translating this very learned German treatise, must 
have had a difficult task, for the abstruse and complicated subject is 
treated in a somewhat involved style, with many long and unfamili ar 
Sanskrit words scatter ed over the pages. To -do the author justice, h e 
usually tries to give the Western equivalents of these terms, but only 
readers who already have some knowledge of the matters discussed are 
likely to be able to follow his argument. Aft er dealing with the Doctri ne 
of Individual Salvation, Indian Theism, the Buddhology of the Mahaya na , 
the Doctrine of Emptiness, and other kindred themes, Dr. Shayer con
cludes by declaring that the philosophy of Mahayana-

leads to a teaching of universal seeming: to the conjured-up living beings 
an equally conjured-up Deliverer appears and delivers them from a conjured-up 
suffering by revealing the universal nothingness of the development of being. 

And readers who have followed him thus far will learn with some 
relief that, even to him, " the final problem remains a mystery ! " 

E. M. M. 



OuR DAYS AND HouRs: WHAT THEY TELL. By Thomas S. Eyre. 
London : Arthur H. Stockwell. Pp. 63. 

WE have here the second edition of a book containing what the author 
calls" A Method of Astro-Philosophy," though he claims origin ality only 
for the exhaustive tables given at the end , by means of whi ch the" planet
ary hours" for every day of the year may be discov ered . He tells us, 
with truth, that " how far back in the world 's history man discovered 
that the Sun ruled the day, the Moon ruled the night, and that the seven 
pl anets ·named the days of the week, must ever rem ain a moot point"
but his argument in favour of the importance of the "planet ary hours" 
is not altog ether convincing, and the instances cit ed are too few and 
too scrappy . One feels that strong good , or bad, planet ary aspects in 
force on any particul ar day, would have greater power th an the passing 
vibrations of the rulers of the " hours " ; but this is not by any means 
to say that there is nothing in Mr . Eyre 's theory, and no doubt many 
people will find it inter esting to use the tables and see how it works out 
in pra cti ce. E. M. M. 

GIVERS OF LIFE AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN MYTHOLOGY. By, 
Maurice A: Canney, M.A. 7¼ in. X 4¾ in., pp. viii. + 114. 
London: Messrs. A . & C. Black, Ltd ., 4-6 Soho Square, W.r. 
Price 3s. 6d. net. 

THIS volume is by a member of the same school of thought as Mr. W. J. 
Perry, and covers to some extent the same ground dealt with in the latter's 
The Origin of Magic and R eligion, recently reviewed in THE OccuLT 
REVIEW . The school is designated the Historical School of Ethnology, 
as distinguished from the Psycho-Analytical School, and Prof . Canney 
gives a useful summary of its history in Chapter II, und er the title of 
"The New Ethnology ." More especially , however, as indicated by the 
title, the present volume de als with the belief of primitive mankind in 
certain substances as givers of life. Included amongst these substances, 

SIX NEW VOLUMES 
STRAY moUGHTS. N. HoTBLACK. A very fine selection of Verse. Daintily produced. 3,. net. 

SILENCE AND OTHER VERSES. LUCJLI.! BRUC!. Attractive and oriQ"inal Poems. Brochure and 
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according to Prof. Canney, are all those which issue from the living body, 
such as blood, tears, sweat, spittle, etc., and serve to distinguish it from 
one . that is dead. In the same category must be includ ed the spoken 
word, to the belief in the powers of which Dr. Canney devotes a very 
interesting chapter of his work. There is also a chapter concerning the 
belief in the power of proper names, and a final one dealing with " The 
Hand of Might." In these chapters Dr. Canney has amassed a great 
many in teresting details regarding various superstitions which are brou ght 
into relation with each other, though the impression tends to be conveyed 
that the theory is sometimes being stretched to cover the facts. The 
conclusion that remains with my own mind is that probably the most 
satisfactory body of ethnological theory will be forthcoming when t he 
views of the two at present opposed schools have been synthesized. 

H. S. REDGROVE . 

UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS: A Record of a Pilgrimage . By Horace 
Leaf. With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
8¾ in. X 5½ in ., pp. 263 + 14 plates . London : Cecil Palmer, 49 
Chandos Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. Price 12s. 6d. net. 

THE author of this work, who is well-known both as a medium and as a 
lecturer 01! Spiritualism, undertook last year, at the instance of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, a missionary tour of Australia and New Zealand on behalf 
of the spiritualist movement, and in this volume he provides a very read
able account of his experiences. The tour appears in every way to have 
been a most successful one, Mr. Leaf meeting with many large and 
enthusiastic audiences. Amongst other subjects he lectured on Psycho
metry, the Human Aura, Clairvoyance, the Mental and Healing Power of 
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Hypnotism, the Subconscious Mind, and the Development and Rationale 
of Mediumship. Such critics as he met would appear to have been almost 
entirely theologians of the orthodox schools of thought. Humorous 
incidents of course were not wanting, one being provided by the good 
woman-a Roman Catholic with quaint ideas and a leaning towards 
Spiritualism-who acquainted Mr. Leaf with the fact that she had brought 
Gabriel and his host to one of his lectures, and claimed to be on a higher 
"spear" (sic) than he was . Naturally the author came into contact 
with many persons wh0 had had interesting psychical experiences, many 
of which are retold in the volume, the more important being vouched for 
by signed and attested documents . In addition the book contains inter
esting accounts of the beliefs and practices of the aborigines and Maoris, 
and valuable observations thereon from the standpoint of the student of 
Occultism. In particular there is a full account of Ratana, an extra
ordinary Maori Christian faith-healer, who appears to wield great influence 
on the native population of New Zealand, though how far this influence 
is beneficial is open to doubt, the synthesis of Christian and Maori moral
ities not appearing to be by any means satisfactory. 

Those who enjoy reading books of travels will find this a volume very 
much to their taste, whilst the student of the occult will find it full of 
matters to engage his attention. 
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Subscription, 5/• for Three Months. Hire per Volume, 6d. a week and postage. 

Librarians MABEL COLLINS c. M. METCALFE. 

ASTROLOGY IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 

THE ASTROLOGICAL LODGE 
meets every Monday during session at the Hall, 6 Queen Square, W .C. (near 

Southampton Row). 

6.0 p.m. Free Public Class, 
7.0 p.m. Public Lecture. 

8.20 p.m. Advanced Members' Class. 

Syllabus on application to the President, 10 Woodborough Road, S.W.15. 

All are invited to attend, and all students are invi te d to join us in order to 
maintain a strong body of sane astrologica l thought. Send 6d. for specimen 
copy of Uranus, the Lodge Monthly Journal. Of interest to all astrologers. 

EDITOR, "Holmwood," Waldegrave Road, Teddington, Middlesex. 

Writeto J " HELEN THE GREEK" 
for help, comfort, advice. Glove, Birth date , Sex. Fees from Half-a-Guinea, 

Address-c/o THE OCCULT REVIEW. 



THE THa;osoPHtsT ANN1rBuANr, o.L. 
An international magazine of Brotherhood, Oriental 

Philosophy, Art, Literature and Occultism. The official 
organ of the President of the Theosophical Society, 

9¼ X 6! inches. Pages 136. Illustrated. · 
A special attempt is now being made to relate the advances of modern science 

to the results of clairvoyant investigations. 

Annual Subscription : 15s. or $3. 75 post free. 
THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

9 St. Martin's Street, London, W.C.2; 826 Oal!.dale Avenue, Chicago, Ill. ; 
and Adyar, Madras, India. 

Madame Clara lrw1·n Ciairvoyant and Trance 
, (second-sight inherited). 

Hours 12 to 6. Seance, Sunday, 7 p.m., zs. 
Psychometry by post. Fee, 5s. 

0 You have given me the best reading I have seen.0 "You have predicted many eYent1 that 
baYe come to pass." u You are marvellous ly correct." 

ADVICE BY LETTER OR APPOINTMENT, 

15 SANDMERE RD., CLAPHAM, LONDON, S.W.4 

Writeto MRS. M. LLOYD, 
PSYCHIC. 

Articles an4 Letters psychometrized. Horoscopes Cast. Recommended as 
conscientious and reliable. 

Address-24 Woodchurch Road, Stoneycroft, Liverpool. 

INTERNATIONAL NEW .THOUGHT FELLOWSHIP HOME 
"CRANEMOOR." 13 acres. Hl~hcliffe -on-S ea. Proprietor: W. G. Hooper, F.R.A.S., 
Field Lecturer, Lectures on Physical Regeneration, Mysticism, Occnltlsm and 

Spiritual Illumination, Terms from £3 per week. '.".l 

"What's in a Name ? " Send yours in full-with pet name if any
also date, day, month and year, and P.O. 

2J. 6d., for calculations revealing character, talent, etc., to :--
:DII a.da.m Virgo. c/o OccuJ:C; Re-:lew, 

R g l A t 1 g Map and brief judgment, 5/ -, 
e U US, S rO O er. With two years' advice, 10/ 6. 

Time, Date, Place of Birth and Sex required. If married, date of same 
·for correction purposes. 93 Cowgate Street, Norwich. 

CHARACTER DELINEATION from photo, handwriting, birth date, or 
full name, 2/6 P.O. and Stamp. Horo

acopes 10/- and 1 guinea P ,0., with hour (if possible) , day, month, year, place of birth and sex, 
SCOTCH AST R OLOGER-c/o OCCULT REVIEW. 

FIGUREOLOGY Y our character and talents from your numb er. 
• Not Astrology. State birthday, month, yea r, 

sex, 3s. 6d. Part given to Red Cross funds. 
Spiritus, c/o "OCCULT , REVIEW," 8 Paternoster Row, E,C,4. 

SUFFERERS from Evil Spirits, Undesired Occult 
Phenomena and other Psychic Disabilities, 

who sincerely desire help, should write for appointment to Mr. JEN N rNGS 

WHITE, M.A., o Devonport Street, Lancaster Gate, W.2. 

Your Horoscope carefully calcul ated, including two years' direction& 
with advi ce, 10/-. Time, date, place of birth, and sex 

cequired. Letters on!y, 1Mr. Radwell, 14 Sutherland Terrace, London, S.W.1 .. 



Talismanic Jewellery. 
Charms, Keepsakes and Birthday 

Talismans, based on Occult and 
Astrological conditions prescribed by 
the Ancients, made up as Pendants, 
Brooches, Rings, Pins, Bracelets, etc. 
Designs and estimates sent on receipt 
or particulars or requirements. ll 
desired, customers' own Gems used, 
or own ideas carried out. 

W. T. PAVITT, 17 Hanover Square, London, w .t 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT 

An altruistic association devoting its energies to human uplift, teaching all branch es of occult science. 

'COURSE I. 7 lessons on The Laws of Mediumship. Explain, all psychic and occult pheno mena. 
COURSE II. 9 lessons on Astrological Signatures . Gives the origin and desti ny of the soul. 
COURSE III. 5 lessons on Spiritual Alchemy I tbe underlying phil osophy of Yoga . 
COURSE IV. 13 lessons on Ancient Masonry I the hermetic teach ings of th e Rosicrucians. 
CoURSB V. 12 lessons on Esoteric Psychology 1 .how to use thought for realizati on. 
CouRSE VI. 13 lessons on Tarot and Kahbala. The ancient Secre t Doctrine . 
CouasE VII . 13 lessons on Spiritual Astrology, oc the Relig ion of t he Stars. 
CoURSE VIII . 7 lessons on Harary Astrology. How to cast and read a boro1eope. 
CouRSE IX. 7 lessons on Mental Alchemy. Gives instructions for healing by thought. 
CouasE X. 16 lessons on Natal Astr ology and the herm etic system of dire cting. 

Each lesson contains about 6,400 words of reliable condensed informati on. Members are furnish ed 
with questions on each lesson, free-and, passing examinations, are given valuable private MSS. Each 
lesson post paid (IS . id.) . Interesting prospectus free on receipt of 2d. stamp for postage. U.S.A.: 
Box 1525, Los Angeles, Cal. Great Britain: W. P. Swalnson, c/o W. R. Thwaites, 8 High Street, 
S. Nocwood, I.ondon, S.E.25. 

MADAME LIBRA 
addressed envelope. 7 Earl's 

gives clairvoyant readings. Appoint
ments by letter only, Send stamped 
Court Gardens, S.W.5 (opposite s tation), 

BOOKS A Prl...ate Collector II disposing of his Valuable Library 
of Occult Bookl (upwatdJ of 10,000 volumes) , f>D 

account of falling health. 
Catalogues free on application. Price, moderate . 

.. AUTHOR," 14 Marlborough Rd., Gunnershury, London, W.4 . 

A VISIT TD BRIGHTON is incomplete unless you give the 
Eminent Phrenologists a call, 

Professor a.:ndMrs.J.MILLOTT SEVER N, 
88 West Street and West Pier. Dally. 2S Y,an' Prodical fuct>orlenoe. 

HEALTH HOME .A.T THE SEA.SID E . 
Th ose wanti ng a few days , weeks, or months' chan ge, in a delightful an d healthy environment wher• & 

humane diet is provided, cons isting of more th an 365 Continental, Indian and Ame rican non -flesh ,dish es. 
th at are lighter, more easily digested, and far mor.e var ied and nourishing than the ordinary Englisll 
m eat diet, which is also provided, should vi&.it 
Mr. & Mrs. Massingham's Guest House, 16 & 17 Norfolk Terrace, Brighton. 

All Bedrooms have bot and cold water, se lf-emp tying basins, foot-bat hs, electr ic light , gas fires with 
penny-in-slot mete rs , also gas -ring and kett le. The house is exceptionally well built on a gravel soil , 
with double outside walls and air space between, consequently cool in Summer and warm in Winter an d 
always dry. Write for Tariff: Torma moderate and inclusive. 

"No medium in London who is so trustworthy and so accurate."-W. T. STEAD. 

Mr. J, J, VANGO (Est. 1882), Normal and Trance Spiritual Medium and Magnetic 
Healer . Seances for ln vestii:ators--Monda y, . 8, 2/ •: Thursdays at 3, %/6. Receives daily by appointment.-
56 Talbot Road, Richmond Road, Wutbouine Grove, W.2. Buse, 7, 31, 46, 28. Nearest ,tatio n, West
bourne Park (Met .). 



"SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER-LINE." 
8th Edition, Paper Cover 2/•, Art Linen 3/•, Also 

"FURTHER MESSAGES ACROSS THE BORDER- LINE." 
F. ~ESLOP, Paper Covers 3/9, Art Linen 5/6. POSTAGE Elrra.\. 

London: CHARLES TAYLOR, Brooke House, Warwick Lane, E.C, And from all important Book,.//en, 

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG'S WORKS 
are being read by an ever increasing number of interested people 
throughout the world . To be acquainted with his teachings is a recog
nised asset to-day. They are adequately represented in a remarkable 
book recently published by Messrs. ']. M. Dent & Son Ltd ., under the title: 

REASONABLE RELIGION 
By E. A. BRAYLEY HODGETTS. 

This may be obtained through any bookshop or from the Secretary, Swedenborg 
Society, I Bloomsbury Street, W.C.1. Price 6s., postage 5d. 

Removal of MISS N. McCALLUM, of Gourock, to 
Auchudulvorie, 69 Eldon Street, Greenock, N.B. 

Second Sight inherited from Highland F ore£athers. 
Call or write ; send small article with age and birth date, 

Fee from SJ .. (P.O.) with stamped envelope. 
U:niqu.e Gift 

HOROSCOPE and ORIGINAL ASTRO
MONOGRAM LOGICAL 

DESIGNS FOR BOOK PLATES, ETC. 
IMMEDIATE APPLICATION ESSE NTIAL IF DESIRED EARLY . 

SPECIAL TERMS FOR MARCH ONL Y. 
Note Change of' Address: LEO FRENCH, c/ o Mrs. Mitchell, Ston eh lll 

Nursery, Headley Down, Bordon, Hants. 

BOO KS, 100,000 in Stock. Please state Wants. BOOK BARGAINS.-Lives of the Alchemys• 
tical Philosophers. By A. E. WAITE, 1888. 301. Life of Paracelsus and bis Teachings. By F. HART
MANN. 1896. 12s. 6d. Psychology of the Future, By EMILE Bo1RAC, N.D. 10s. 6d, The Kahhalab 
Unveiled, ByS ,L.MAcG REGORMATIIERS, 1887, £33s. EsotericBuddbism , ByA.P . SINNETT. 12s.6d. 
The Hidden Church of the Holy GraaL Its Legends and Symbolism. By A. E. WAITE. 1909. £2 2s. The 
History of Magic, By EL1PHAS LEVI, 1913. £3 3s, Society for Psychical Research: Proceedings 1906-1918, 
Journal 1907-20, Presidential Addresses, 1882-191 I. 18 Vols.in all. £6 6s. Myers' Human Personality, 2 
Vols, 1915. £2 21. Devil Worship in France. By A. E. WAITE. 1896. 35s, Book of Mystery and 
Vision. By A. E. WAITE, I 902. 15s. The Key of Solomon the King, By S, L, MAcGREGOR MATHERS. 
1889. £3 3s, Azoth, or the Star in the East. By A. E. WAITE. 1893, £2 2s. 

Special cata logue of Occult and Masonic Books post free on application. 
EDWARD BAKER'S Great Bookshop, 14 & 16 John Bright St.,.BIRMINGHAM. 

RAYS FROM THE ROSE CROSS A MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF MYSTIC LIGHT 
• Devoted to Philosophy, Occultism, Mystic 

Masonry , Astrology and Healing. Those who desire knowledge and guidance along the Path of the West• 
em \Visdom Teachings will find this magazine a constant aid. It carries such special departm ents as , 
Editorial Discussion of Current Events from the Rosicrucian standpoint; Questions and Answers on 
Mystical Subjects; Astrological Readings; Occult Stories. 

S2.00 per year. 10s. In England. 
CORRESPO NDENCE COURSES ON THE ROSICRUCIAN PHILOSOPHY AND ASTROLOGY 

-o pen to the public on the freewill offering plan. Write for information. 
THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP, MT. ECCLESIA, BOX 28, OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. 

"How to Read Tea-Cups," with illustrations of real cups and mean
ings of Occult Symbols, 1/7. Mystic Fortune Telling Cards, Symbols 
and Meanings on each card, 1/8. Clairvoyant Colour Cards and 
Book of Fate, 1/3, 

"SIGNA," 12 Newton Street, Charing Cross, Glasgow. 



SURANIA 
c/o "OCCULT REVIEW," 
8 PATERNOSTER ROW, 
LONDON, E.C.4. 

ASTROLOGICAL STUDIES 
OF THE CHARACTER AND 
TEMPERAMENT, AND POS. 
SIBILITIES OF LIFE GEN
ERALLY. 1, 2 & 3 guineas, 

STATE: DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF BIRTH; MARRIED OR SINGLE. 

PA G E and CO 384 Lytham Road, 
• BLACKPOOL, 

Supply everything for the Character Reader. 

Mrs s FIELDER Clairvoyante, Psychometrist. Interviews daily, 
• • , 2 to 8. Saturdays excepted. Psychometry by 

post (send birth date and stamp), from 2/6. 
29 Falrbridge Road, Upper Holloway, near Highgate Tube, N:19, 

The British College of Psychic Science, 
59 HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W.11. 

Tel. : Park 4709. Honorary Principal, J. HEWAT McKENZIE. 

1924 Syllabus on application. 

Best equipped Centre for the demonstration of Psychic Science 
in Britain. 

The College Quarterly: "PSYCHIC SCIENCE" 
11/= per annum JANUARY NUMBER 2/9 post free. 

Editor: Mr. BLIGH BOND, F.R.I.B.A. 

Lovers of Colour COLO~R u~:lTISES 
3 / 6 each. 

(1) Colour in Solar Spectrum. (2) Colour-Blindness. (3) Colour Language. (4) .IEsthetlcs 
In Colour. (5) Colour In Dress. (6) In the Home. (7) In Precious Stones. (8) Colour 
Music. (9) Colour In Architecture. (10) In Astronomy. (11) In Heraldry. (12) In Botany. 
Also Eight Colour Lessons In Natural History. No sucb(l'reatlses can be obtained from any 
other source than THE INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE .. OF CHROMATICS, 3 Finsbury 
Square, London, E.C.2. Write Dr. POOL, Principal, 

ZANONE 
HOROSCOPES from 10/-. 

MAGNETIC HEALING, PSYCHO
ANALYSIS and advice on all subjects. 

ADDRESS: c/o · "OCCULT REVIEW" 

P. S. H ERU•KA. !!tlv~!!
8
!LcI~!DiJ!~1?!1g~ 1g1!~1~; 

health, marriage, financial prospects, etc, Any questions answered. Time, date, and 
place of blrtb required. Maps from 10/6. Fees pre-payable, Genuineness guaranteed, 

MADAM SOPHIE CHURCHILL Clairvoyante & Psychometrist, 
- and Absent Treatment. -

Astro-Psychometry by post. Fee 5s. State age, birth date and send article worn. 
Advice by appointment, 106 STATION ROAD, WESTCLIFF.ON.SEA. 

ESME SW AJNSQN advises on "Life's Practical Possibilities" 
as shown by the Stars. Horoscope 10/6. 

SEND BIRTH DATE, PLACE, TIME AND SEX. 
Addreaa 1-" Echo VIiia,''. London Road, BATH, 
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OCCULTISM SIMPLIFIED 
Greek Cabala - Tarot Table - Hebrew Values - English Cabala - Mystic 
Notator - Agrippian Cross -Planetary Periods. 

Cloth Bound ...... Postpaid, 75 Cents 

Write for Catalogs of Secret Society 
Rituals and Occultism 

EZRA A. COOK, Publisher, Inc. 
Z6 East Van Buren Street, Chicago , Ill. 

ROSICRUCIAN TEACHINGS 
That Guide to Self-Mastery, Health, Power and Success 
Are now available on the correspondence plan. These Lessons begin with the fundamentals of 
occult science and give the student a complete course in the Rosicrucian, Hermetic and Mental 
Systems, with clear instructions for self-development and unfoldment, and the exercise of 
the Mental Powers towards success in any phase of life's activities. Enrol and learn how 

to attain success through your own inherent powen. 

SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE BOOKLET AND APPLICATION BLANK 

SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 420, CITY HALL STATION, NEW YORK, N.Y., U.S.A. 

JUST PUBLISHED, 

NATAL ASTROLOGY 
The Thirty-six Zodiacal 
Decanates Analysed. 
By C. C. Zain. 

Two book.lets containing t he signi ficat ion of the twelve Zodiacal signs and analring t he thirty-silt 
decana tes. Examp les of notable per.;onages are given showing the effect of eac decan ate on their 
character and life. 1/ • each, Post Free. To be obtained /rom-

W. P. SWAJNSON, c/ o W.R. THWAITES, 8 High Street, South Norwood, S.E.25, 
or THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT (Box 1525), Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 

JUST PUBLISHED. 

THE SEPHER YETZIRAH, or Book of Formation . Newly translated from 
th e Original Hebrew and anno t ated by Knut Stenring. With an Intro
duction by Arthur Edw ar d Waite. . Royal 8vo, cloth, with di ag rams and 
folding pl ate . 6s. net. 

" Mr. Stenring bas made the work accessible to the general reader in a most present ab le form. Hi • 
tr anslat ion of th e extremely difficult Hebrew text is skilful and accurate." - The Jewish Guardian. 

" Mr. Knut Stenring's work sho t1Id do much toward s elucidating the problems connected with the 
stu dy of the Kabal a, and should stimulate a r enewed interest in Kabalistic research. " -THx OccUL'r 
R:Evutw. 

Now Ready. -New and Enlarged Edition. Small Fcap. 8vo. Cloth. pp. 114. 
Price Zs. 6d. net. 

NUMEROLOGY: Its Practical Application to Life. 
By CLIFFORD W. CHEASELY. 

CoNTENTs.-What is Numerology ?-The Numbers-Constructive and 
Dest ructive Atom s-N egative Action-What Your Name Means-Name Digits 
-What the Birth-date indicate s-Cha nging Names-Signatures- Idea l of Each 
Vibration-Harmonious Associ ation- Countries, Cities, Houses-Colours, Fruits, 
etc .-L ikely Occupations-What to do Each Day-Numbers and Personality. 

In this lit tl e work the Author pr esents Numerology in a cour se of lessonlt' 
as a science of vibration that explains every expression of life . 

WILUAM RIDER & SON, Ltd., 8 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4. 



THE HERALD OF THE STAR 
The International Organ of the Order of the Star in the East. 

A monthly survey of the idealistic movement of our times : Social, 
Educational, Religious, Humanitarian, etc. 

" The Herald of the Star " is conspicuous among contemporary periodical, 
for its loftiness of tone and the largeness of its outlook. 

Price 1/· (posted 1/ 2). Annual subscription 12/ · (postage 1/ 6 extra), 
U.S.A.-Slngle copies 25 cents. An11ually 3 dollars 50 cents posted, 

Specimen copy f'ree on application, 

Published at the office of the 

HERALD OF . THE STAR, 6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1 

MER CUR y is a high.class m~gazine devoted. to Occultism, 
AMERICA'S FOREMOST Ros1cruciarusm, Hermetic1sm, and 
OCCULT JOURNAL ESOTERIC :MASONRY. 

Every Freemason who desires to keep in touch with research into the esoteric side of Freemasonry 
,hould have this publication on file. Every student of the occult will find it invaluable . 

The eclitodals alone are worth the subscription price and have ·heen reprinted for their employees by 
many business houses. 

$2.00 lite Year In the United States, $2,60 Ellewhere. 60 cenh the Copy. 
MERCURY PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 420, City Hall Station, New York, N.Y~ U.S.A, 

JESSICA READER OF THE CARDS 
State sex, colour of eyes and hair, age whether 
married or single, and send a handkerchief which 
has been worn. 

FEE, Ss. Postal orders only accepted. 
Address-c/o The OCCULT REVIEW, 8 Paternoster Row, London, E.C .4. 

SIX 
WONDERFUL 
BOOKS. 

CLAIRVOYANCE AND CRYSTAL GAZING . 
PRACTICAL PSYCHOMETRY . 
MEDICAL HYPNOTISM AND SUGGESTION. 
HOW TO CONVERSE WITH SPIRIT FRIENDS. 
PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER . 
TABLE RAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITING . 

Price Sd. each; post free IOd. N.B.-Each book contains a full coune of lessons. 

Addrm all ordm to: A. VERNER, 15 Vernon Street, BOLT.ON, ENGLAND. 

Memphis Occult Produc ts 
MEMPHIS CRYSTALS, 2¼1n. 6/6, 10/6, 15/·. PLANCHETTES, llighl y Poli shed, on 
MEMPHIS CRYSTALS, 2½1n.10/ 6 and £1 ts. Wheels, • • • • 4/· and 5/ 8. 
OUIJA BOARDS, 161n. by 12in. 12/ 6 each. ALUMINIUM TRUMPETS for Direct Voice 6/9 
INCENSE, 2/6 box (Cryst als or Tablet s, state preferen ce). 

All good, " nt post paid in plain wrapper. with full i~tructioru. 

M. P. BOOTH, 14 Clifton Street, CARDIFF. 

THE BEACON 
A PERIODICAL INTENDED FOR THEOSOPHISTS 
Sixteen pages of vital Theosophical writings, issued 
monthly from 140 CEDAR STRE .ET, NEW YORK. 

" If there is a more valuable contri , ulory work lo the growth of Theosophical Truth 
ill ll&e world w-day than Iha/ of ' The Beacon; it. has not come to our observation." 

-The Occult Press Review. 

Subscription Five Shillings per year. 

Order direct from New York 'or through 

THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE, LTD. 
9 ST. MARTIN'S STREET. LONDON. W.C.2 



RIDER'S MIND AND BODY HANDBOOKS. 
Small Crown 8vo. Cloth, 1/6 net per Volume. 

These Handbooks deal with the subject of Mental and Bodily Health in the new 
light of Psycho-therapeutics, Mental Healing and Auto -Suggestion. 

Nature's Help to Happiness. By JOHN WARREN ACHORN, M.D. 
Also Paper, IS . net. 

How to Rest and be Rested. By GRACE DAWSON. Also Paper, 
Is. net . 

The Secret of Efficiency. By GRACE DAWSON. 
What is Health ? By GRACE DAWSON. 
Nervousness. A Brief and Popular Review of the Moral Trea t ment 

of Disordered Nerves. By ALFRED SCHOFIELD, M.D ., M.R.C.S . 

Power of Sell-Suggestion. By Rev. SAMUEL McCOMB, D.D. 

How to Keep Fit. An Unconventional Manual . By ALFRED T. 
SCHOFIELD, M.D., M.R.C.S. 

From Passion to Peace; or, The Pathway of the Pure. By 
JAMES ALLEN, 

Studies in Self-Healing; or, Cure by Meditation. A pr actical 
application of the principles of the true mystic healing of the ages. By 
ERNEST E. MUNDAY. 

The Influence of the Mind on the Body. By Dr. PAUL DuBOIS, 
Professor of Neuropathology in the University of Berne. Translated from 
the French by L. B. Gallatin. 

Man, King of Mind, Body and Circumstance. By JAMES ALLEN. 
The Dominion of Health. By HELEN . BouLNOIS. 
The Healing Power. By HELEN BouLNOIS. 
The Law of Being. By HELEN BouLNOIS. 
Well-Being: A Practical Guide. By LIONEL KELLY. 

THE MARDEN BOOKLETS. 
Small Crown 8vo. Price 1/6 net each. 

An Iron Will. By ORISON SWETT MARDEN, assisted by ABNER 
BAYLEY. 

The Power of Personality. By ORISON SWETT MARDEN, assisted 
by MARGARET CONNOLLY. 

The Hour of Opportunity. By ORISON SWETT MARDEN, assisted 
by ABNER BAYLEY. 

Economy. The Self-Denying Depositor and Prudent Paymaster at 
the Bank of Thrift . By ORISON SWETT MARDEN, assisted by ARTHUR w. 
BROWN. 

Cheerfulness as a Life Power. By ORISON SWETT MARDEN. 
Do It to a Finish. By ORISON SWETT MARDEN, assisted by MARGARET 

CONNOLLY. 

WILLIAM RIDER ~ SON, LIMITED 
8°11 PATER.NOSTER. ROW, LONDON, E.C.4. 



A LIST OF WORKS 
BY '' SEPHARIAL'' 

COSMIC SYMBOLISM. Being a Discussion and Exposition 
of some Recondite and Obscure Points in the Art of the Kabalists, 
the Mysteries of Sound, Form, and Number, and the Basic Principle 
of Cosmic Symbolism. Crown 8vo, cloth, 304 pp. 5s. net. 

A MANUAL OF OCCULTISM. -A Complete Exposition of 
the Occult Arts and Sciences. With numerous diagrams and illus
trations. 368 pp. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. net. 

DIRECTIONAL ASTROLOGY. Being a Complete Surveyof 
Prognostic Astronomy, and a complete set of Tables necessary for the 
calculation of arcs of direction. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 200 pp., 5s. net. 

A NEW MANUAL OF ASTROLOGY. In Four Books. 
Book !.-The Language of the Heavens . Book IL-The Reading 

of a Horoscope. Book !IL-The Measure of Time. Book IV.
Hindu Astrology. With supplement inclu ding the Progressive 
Horoscope, Method of Calculating the Progressed Horoscope, The 
Lunar Equivalent, The Diurnal Horoscope, and Note on the Planetary 
Periods. With Set of Tables. Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
Demy 8vo, cloth gilt. 264 pp ., 12s. 6d. net. 

NEW DICTIONARY OF ASTROLOGY. In which all 
technical and abstruse terms used in text -books of the Science are 
intimately explained and illustrated. Deroy 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. net. 

THE KABALA OF NUMBERS. Part I. A Handbook 
dealing with the Traditional Interpretation of Numbers and their 
Predictive Value. New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Crown 
8vo, cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. net. 

" 'The Kabala of Numbers ' is an astonishing book that takes you 
back, in spirit, even further than Homer or the 'Arabian Nights. ' "
Manch ester Guardian. · 

THE KABALA OF NUMBERS. Part II. A Handbook of 
Interpretation . Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. net. 

" A handbook dealing with the occult and prophetic powers of 
numbers. . . . Wonderfully interesting."-Sheffield Daily Telegraph. 

ASTROLOGY. How to Make and Read your own Horoscope. 
New Edition, with two additional chapters. Crown 8vo, 126 pp., 
cloth, zs. 6d. net. 

YOUR FORTUNE IN YOUR NAME ; OR, KABALISTIC 
ASTROLOGY. Being the Hebraic Method of Divination by the 
Power of Sound, Number, and Planetary . Influence. Fourth Edition, 
Revised. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. net. 

WILLIAM RIDER & SON, LTD., 
8 PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON, E.C.4. 
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RIDER'S NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NOW READY. Crown 8vo, clot/,. 3s. 6d. net. 

The Mystic's Goal 
By JULIA SETON, M.D. 

CoNTEN.ll:S.- Truth--The First Word-Th ~ Mystic-The Mystic's Path--The 
Birth of Truth-The First Mystery-The Second Mystery-The Th ird Mystery 
-The Last Words. 

In this litt le vo lume the authot show s that the search for mystical revela
tion is that ladd,er by which Humanity has climbed from ignorance, bondage , and 
delusion into freedom, happine ss and divine individuality. She presents as pects 
of the Mystic 's path in graphic language , and concludes that as man learns more 
and more of the . true idea of life, the Christ-spirit of love, understanding, and non
resistance fills his heart, until he realises that he forms part of a perfect uni verse. 
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POC KET EDIT IQ N. 

The Gift of the Spirit 
A Selection from the Essays of PRENTICE MULFORD. Repr inted 

from the "White Cross Library." With an Introduction by 
- ARTHUR Enw ARD WAITE. P.ocket Edition. Demy r~mo, cloth, 
3s. 6d. net. 

READY IN MARCH. 

The Problem of Atlantis 
By LEwrs.mSPEKCE. Derny 8vo, cloth, illustrated, ros. 6d. net. 
CoNTENTs.-The Atlantis of Pl ato--Plato's Account Exammed-T he Evi

dence from Pr v Hist01y-Th e Third Atl antean Inva sion- Tlle Eviden ce from 
Europe<l,n Tra dition-The Evidence from American Tradition-The Evidence 
frorn American Tradition (continued)-The Evidence from Central A.."Ilerican 
Archamlogy - The Evidence from Central American Archreology (coriti nu ed) 
The Evidence from Egypt-E gyptian and Amerioan Comparisons-T he Evi
dence from Old Feru-The Geo&:raphy and Topography of Atlantis - The Flood 
- Atlantis Restored. -

A comprehensive study of the accumulated evidence for the existen ce of the 
lost Continent of Atlantis from various sources, and an attempt to recons t ruct the 
characteristics. of its Civilization . 
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The Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross 
By ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE, Author of" The Real History of Rosi 

cnicians," "A New E'ncycl9predia of Freemasonry, " "The 
Hidden Church of the Holy Graal," etc ., etc. Large Demy 8vo. 
Circa pp. 690. Illustrated. 30s. net. 1 

CoNTENTS.-;E'reface--Mythical Rosicrucian Precursors-Militia Crucifera 
Evange1ica -' Alchemists and Mystics-Symbolism of the Rose and Cross- Fama. 
Fraternita'tis R.C.-Confessio Fratemitatis R.C.-The Chemical Nuptia ls
Authorship o.f the Chemical Nuptials--Development of Rosicruc ian Li terature
English Rosicruciauism-A Great Germ-an Alchemist: Michael Maier-Lat er 
Continental History-The Awakening in England-German Rosicru cianism in 
the early Eighteenth Century-The Ritual and Masonic Period - The Rosy and 
Golden Cross--Saint Germain and Cagliostro--Fratres Lucis-The Ro sy Cross in 
Russia-English Rosicrucian.ism of the Nineteenth Century - A Modern Rosi 
crucian Order-A Kabalistic Order of the Rose Crobc-The American Rosy Cross 
- Last Development s of the Mystery - Bibliography of the Rosy Cross-Index . 

This work contains an exhaustive investigation of the Rosicruci an .Brother
hood, from its beginning in the early Sevent-eeBth Century up t o the present day. 
It may be justly claimed that no work in any language has dealt so conclusively 
with the ma t erial available as the present volume. It replaces the author's 
earlier work, '' The Real History of the Rosicrucians," pub lished in 1887, and 
exten ds it in severa l important directions . 
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