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Plotinus, or The Good, like Plato, or The Absolute, like Herbert 
Spencer, is manifestly passing into realms of thought with 
which the human mind is not competent to deal. It stands to 
reason, indeed, that the finite mind cannot comprehend the 

infinite, and logic, therefore, inevitably fails us. 
This is a point on which metaphysician after meta-FINITE AND  

INFINITE.

COSMIC 
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NESS

physician has laid constant stress. But there is 
in truth another side to this most recondite problem. Though 
logic cannot fathom it, and though the finite cannot comprehend 
the infinite, yet the infinite spirit may contact infinity.' In 
other words, the infinite in man, that is, the divine spark, which 
is part and parcel of infinity, may realize the infinite within itself, 
not, indeed, by any logical process, but by the immediate experi­
ence implicit in spiritual union. Hence the possibility of that 
form of mystical ecstacy which has been denominated Cosmic 
Consciousness, and which it is narrated that Plotinus experienced 
no less than four times during the six years, 262-268, when 
Porphyry was his companion in Rome. The effect of these 

experiences on Plotinus is very evident in his 
philosophy. They led to his emphasizing the 
unity of all creation, arid its oneness with the 
Divine, and the natural corollary of this, the illusory 

nature of separate individuality. Hence that which causes 
individuality, the principle of limitation inherent in matter, 
appears to him itself also of an illusory nature, that is, essentially 
incapable of acquiring or participating in real existence. From 
this negative character of matter arise, according to Plotinus, 
the imperfections of the material universe, and its inability to 
conform to the ideal or intelligible order.

At the basis of the system of Plotinus there is postulated 
then an ideal universe which constitutes an archetype or pattern 
of the phenomenal order which our senses apprehend. Plotinus 
assumes three root principles which he denominates the Three 
Divine Hypostases, and which have been since designated the 
Alexandrian Trinity, though it would be a mistake to confuse this 
triad with the Trinity of the Christian Creed. The First Divine 
Hypostasis is the Prime Source of being, denominated, as already 
stated, the One or the Good. This clearly corresponds to the 

Absolute of the Spencerian philosophy, and Plotinus 
states that it transcends all known attributes— so

THE DIVINE  

HYPOSTASES.
much so, in fact, that even existence itself cannot 

be predicated of it. Every being, according to the Plotinian 
system, tends to produce an image of itself. Hence we have
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Whitby,* in his summary of the doctrine of Plotinus] is thus due 
to the irradiation of matter or chaos by the complex unity of 
forms or reasons {logoi) derived by the Universal Soul from its 
contemplation of the sphere of essential reality and Absolute 
Perfection. By reason of the inability of matter to participate 
fully in the real qualities of existence, it follows that the per­
fection of the material universe is inferior to that of the Universal 
Soul, and still more so to that of the Intelligible Universe.” 

Iq. writing "on  the nature and origin of evil,”  
our philosopher observes, " Whatever is deficient 
of good in a small degree is not yet evil, since it 
is capable from its nature of becoming perfect. 
But whatever is perfectly destitute of good, and 

such is matter, is evil in reality, possessing no portion of good. 
For, indeed, matter does not, properly speaking, possess being, 
by means of which it might be invested with good. But the 
attribute of being is only equivocally affirmed of matter.”

The association of matter with the soul arises from the volun­
tary determination of the individual consciousness towards the 
material plane. But it must not be supposed that this co­
mingling of the soul and matter results in any actual union 
between the two in the same sense as in the chemical world 
hydrogen and oxygen combine to form water. For matter, as 
explained above, is in the nature of a mirror which the divine 
light of the soul illuminates but which is incapable of receiving 
into itself that light by which it is illuminated. ”  But [observes 
Plotinus] f  matter obscures by its sordid mixture and renders 
feeble the light which emanates from the soul and, by opposing 
the waters of generation, it occasions the soul’s entrance into 
the rapid stream, and by this means renders her light which, is 
in itself vigorous and pure, polluted and feeble, like the faint 
glimmerings from a watch tower beheld in a storm. For if 
matter were never present, the soul would never approach to 
generation ; and this is the lapse of the soul, thus to descend 
into matter and become debilitated and impure, inasmuch as 
matter prohibits many of the soul's powers from their natural 
activities, comprehending and as it were contracting the place 
which the soul contains, in her dark embrace.” Matter thus 
is the cause of the evil inherent in the material world, as without 
this the soul would have for ever remained ” permanent and pure.”
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I have already in a previous issue made some observations 
on this horoscope, but I think it may be of interest on the present 
occasion to reproduce the figure once more, as it is one of such 
exceptional interest. It will be noticed that present transits 
are of a very unfavourable nature, Uranus having just crossed 
the opposition of the Sun at birth, thus afflicting the great danger- 
signal in this horoscope (the opposition of the Sun and Saturn), 
and being due to retrograde to the same position. At a some­
what later date, on its entry into the sign Pisces, Uranus will 
cross the opposition of the Moon also, so that it is obvious that 
the present period of the Tsarevitch’s life is by no means a pro- • 
pitious one, the afflictions of the Sun especially emphasizing the 
trouble to the father. It looks as if some friction between father 
and son is by no means unlikely.

Some reference should be made to the Russian Revolution 
from the point of view of Mundane Astrology. The eclipse of 
January 23 last took place in the 3rd degree of Aquarius, in 
opposition to Neptune, and was visible generally on the Con­
tinent of Europe including Russia. According to old tradition 
the sign Aquarius has been held to rule both Russia and Prussia. 
Certainly the transits of evil planets through Aquarius have 
affected Russia in the past, and the transit of Saturn through 
this sign coincided with the Russo-Japanese War. Personally 

t h e  HORO- * am  *n c^ne<  ̂ to  reg a rd  Aquarius as the meridional 
s c o p e  o f  Ŝ ’n ^ uss*a> which would give the sign Taurus

as the ascendant. These two signs would then be 
RUSSIA. . . . 0 .

' the dominant ones in connection with this country,
Taurus having more to do with the people and Aquarius with
the government. During the Crimean War there was no malefic
planet in Aquarius, but the malefic Saturn was transiting Taurus.
Now it will be noticed at the present time that whereas the
benefic and democratic Jupiter has recently entered Taurus,
Uranus occupies the sign Aquarius, and it was in this sign as
above stated that the eclipse took place. I have drawn attention
more than once to this eclipse, and also to the striking fact that
it fell in exact opposition to Neptune, which rules all manner
of clandestine movements and actions. The recrudescence of
the submarine campaign followed promptly on this eclipse, and
it will be obvious that revolutionary undercurrents among the
people also fall under the same rule. Writing towards the end
of last year I specially drew attention to the revolutionary danger
inherent in this eclipse, while at the same time emphasizing the
critical positions in connection with the Kaiser, operating this
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����	��� ����� ���� �����  His prophecy that the present war was 
likely to last three years will, I have no doubt, prove to be an 
exceptionally correct forecast, and show that from a military 
point of view he accurately gauged the situation. The figure 
for the autumn equinox and the stationary position of Jupiter 
immediately following, hold out hopes of the signing of terms 
of peace ; but we may have to wait till the early days of the 
New Year for the final readjustment— possibly at the hands of 
a Congress at Constantinople— of the map of Europe.* The 
entry of Jupiter into the sign Gemini at the end of June will 
relieve America of all further anxiety with regard to her 
menaced merchant shipping. This position also contains a 
promise of not far distant peace for Belgium— also under the 
same zodiacal rule.

If, however, the planets smile upon the military operations 
of the Allies, it must be admitted that the Premier’s horoscope 
is by no means free from dark clouds. Already in an earlier 
number I alluded to the menace in this horoscope arising from 
the violent afflictions of the Sun at the birthday figure. These 
were borne out in part by the recent conspiracy against his life 

at the time indicated. It will be noted that the 
Sun in the figure for birth occupied the Twelfth 
House, the “ house of secret enemies.” The Moon 
is now by primary direction making application 

to the conjunction of Saturn, the exact arc for the completion 
of this very serious aspect measuring to the height of the summer. 
Bad transits of Saturn follow in opposition to his ascendant 
and rising planets, so that the moment is clearly not a propitious 
one for his own health or fortunes. May, again, brings Saturn 
once more to the opposition of his Sun, though Uranus intervenes 
almost simultaneously on his behalf with a friendly aspect to 
the Moon. This month of May will be a critical one in the war, 
both on sea and land. The transit of Jupiter through Taurus, 
which unquestionably rules Ireland, is leading, as I write, to a 
further effort to settle the much-vexed problem of Home Rule. 
It will be needful to take the most prompt advantage of this 
brief transit before the middle of the present year, if matters 
in this distressful country are not to be allowed to drift from 
bad to worse.
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AT this time when so many young souls, full of eager life and 
of the joy of living, are passing over the border into the life 
beyond, it is inevitable, that those who are left behind should 
be most keenly anxious to find some way of communicating 
with them, as it is also to be expected that those young souls, 
translated suddenly into a new and wonderful world, should 
desire to communicate something of their new experiences of 
life to those who are still on this plane.

In normal times the older people go first and the younger 
generations, parting from them, are sorry for a little while, 
but they accept their loss as natural and inevitable. It is also 
natural and inevitable that the first and greatest interests of 
each generation, in its turn, should lie in those who come after 
them and not in those who went before. In this time of the 
great war it is the young people who go first, who are being 
swept off in such countless numbers as the world has never 
seen before in any war or any pestilence. The older generations 
are left, bereft of the greatest interests, of the closest ties of 
their lives. The fathers and the mothers, the young widows 
and the women beloved who have lost all that was most precious, 
form a great host beating and clamouring at the doors that 
shut them out from sight or speech of the beloved. It would 
seem that the great cry of the world must pass beyond the 
doors and have its answer.

It has seemed to me that at this time it may perhaps be 
of some use to those who have had no experiences of communi­
cation by means of what is called spiritualism or by séances, if 
I were to set forth clearly and plainly the way in which I myself 
obtained communication with those on other planes of life.

At the beginning, although I had studied something of what 
I fnay call theoretical occultism, I had had no experience what­
ever of practical communication with other planes ; I was 
prejudiced against all forms of practical spiritualism, and I 
believed that all séances with mediums were, without exception, 
conducted by means of trickery and artificial contrivances.
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séances, we engaged the two mediums to come to my flat and 
give us another series of sittings. We prepared and darkened 
the room ourselves, and there was no possibility of any mechan­
ism being employed to produce sounds or movements. On this 
occasion we sat in a small room, darkened, with our faces towards 
a blank wall. The two mediums sat in the middle, we two were 
one on each side of them, each of us holding both hands of the 
nearest medium. There were some children in the flat above 
who disturbed us by running about and making a noise over 
our heads. Mrs. Giddens, in her character of “ Pinamah,” her 
control, remarked, "  I am going up to pinch those children and 
make them be quiet.” In a moment or two we heard dismal 
howls from the room above, and there was much chuckling 
from Pinamah. Finding, however, that she had made things 
worse instead of better, she then suggested that she would go 
up and make their mother take the children out. How such 
proceedings are managed I have, to this day, no idea, I can 
only say that in a few minutes we heard the family upstairs 
open their door and come down and go out of the house, leaving 
us in quiet for the rest of the séance. The most marked event 
of that séance for me was this : I felt my free wrist, which was 
furthest from Mrs. Giddens, seized by a large bony hand which 
tried to drag me up out of my chair. It was with the greatest 
difficulty that I prevented myself from being dragged out. I 
think that bony hand made the first crack in the crust. Whether 
it was the hand of Pinamah or of some strong spook I have 
no idea, I can only say that it produced upon me a profound 
impression of being in a new world where anything might happen, 
of having stepped over a boundary into a country where, natu­
rally, the first people one would meet would be the waifs and 
strays and lowest class of its inhabitants. It did not occur to 
me as it seems to do to some of the people who have been con­
cerning themselves about séances and mediums without having 
any knowledge of the subject, that the kings and princes of 
that country would come to the frontier to welcome me, or 
even that many of those wrhom I had known on this plane would 
be aware that I had been able to step over into their country. 
Such entities as Pinamah and the controls of other mediums 
would seem not to have special duties or activities on their 
plane, but to be rather in the position of irresponsible children 
playing on the sea shore who, having no preoccupations of their 
own, are easily aware of the arrival of strangers on their plane 
and are quite prepared either to play pranks on them or to
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serve them as guides and messengers. It is, I believe, an ac­
cepted fact amongfst psychists that these spirits belong very 
frequently to the races of American Indians who spoke a kind 
of broken English, which seems to have filled some hasty amateur 
inquirers with amazement.

We finished our series of sittings with Mrs. Giddens, and 
very shortly after this, her daughter, who seems to have been 
the active materializing agent, was married, and her husband 
objected to her taking part in séances which, indeed, I believe 
she herself had always disliked doing.

It was immediately after these séances that I first found 
myself on the ethereal plane. I had not then been to the Hall 
of Learning and I was not aware at that time that the place 
I was taken to was on that plane at all. I went to it in my 
dream consciousness and when I woke up suddenly, in the 
morning, I was right up against the entrance to this place which, 
I was told afterwards, was called The Scribes’ Citadel, the two 
flat, white pillars of the entrance seeming to be almost touching 
me as I awoke. I went to that place many times afterwards 
and I should like to describe it here so that any occultists who 
have been there will be able to recognize it. It stood not on 
the sea shore, but, as it would seem, in the sea itself. The 
water came right up to its white walls. It was like a fairy 
palace of white pinnacles and wide windows. There were one 
or two steps up to the entrance between the two short, flat 
pillars. There was no door nor any doorkeeper. Whoever 
goes to the Scribes’ Citadel can enter in without question. Within 
there is a broad vestibule and, at one side, a white marble stair­
case curving up to the great hall where the Scribes sit behind 
a long table at their work. But what their work is I do not 
know. It has to do, in some way, with our earth plane, but 
how I cannot tell. The wide windows I had seen from outside 
looking over that shoreless sea were wide open, and white pigeons 
flew in and out of them continually. Another flight of steps 
went up from this hall to a long narrow passage with many 
little rooms opening on to it. In one of them which was darkened 
and had no window', there was a great crystal in which one could 
see things written, that flashed out and then disappeared. (This 
is one of the things which, like the cathedral form of the Hall 
of Learning and the floating pictures in the clouds outside the 
Hall of the Muntrum, have always seemed to me to have been 
copied on this plane by those who have seen them on the ethereal 
plane, in the beginnings of the world’s history.) There are
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doubt, many inquirers are at this point, and we should have 
given up the hope of ever being able to reach any other plane.

But there came a time when we were directed to form a 
special séance room of our own, which would be protected in a 
special manner. And at this time I was formally accepted as 
the disciple of one of the great Masters. I shall not go into 
any of the details of the preparation or guarding of this séance 
room, for I believe that each disciple has to find his own way 
for himself into those schools where the great lessons and the 
sublime secrets of occultism may be studied while the student 
is still on the physical plane. There are many schools and 
many Teachers in the world of Occultism, and the means by 
which their disciples are enrolled may well be very various.

The one thing of which we may be absolutely certain is this : 
that when the disciple is ready, the Master is ready also. And 
when once the disciple has been admitted into the school of 
his Master, he will know that, however difficult and long, however 
tiresome and disappointing the way may have been, it is as 
nothing compared with the great gain of his discipleship.

Orioinal from
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crimes committed. Apparently, this somewhat unsatisfactory 
compromise, by which the Devil merely justified his reputation 
as a master of deception, did not generally supersede the older 
belief in actual transformation.

Here it should be observed that, according to many of the 
earlier legends,’ unlike its fierce descendant of the Middle Ages, 
the werwolf did not invariably bring death and destruction. 
Nor was its state always entered voluntarily: its unhappy con­
dition might be the result of spells cast upon it by others, whose 
anger, rightly or wrongly, it had incurred. Such, for instance, 
is the story of Vereticus, King of Wales, converted by St. 
Patrick into a wolf : and of the Irish family, each member of 
which was doomed to the transformation for seven years, as a 
result of St. Natalis’ curse.

It is difficult to select for citation any particular cases of 
actual transformation as related by Boguet, Bodin, Nynauld, 
and others ; * but it may be of interest to indicate some methods 
of effecting the change. When not hereditary, the power could 
be acquired through the performance of various rites of Black 
Magic, details of which differed according to place and period. 
In general, however, the application— accompanied by a fitting 
incantation— of a magic salve concocted from the Devil’s recipe, 
and the wearing of the skin, or a girdle composed of it, of the 
animal into which metamorphosis was desired, were deemed 
effective. Bracelets and necklaces consisting of claws were 
likewise employed ; and it is stated that, in certain families, 
these or the above-mentioned girdles were retained and used 
by successive generations; though, from other accounts, it 
appears that the power of transformation, when genuinely 
hereditary, depended solely upon hour and season. Further, 
we learn that "  to drink water out of the footprint of the animal 
in question, to partake of its brains, to drink of certain enchanted 
streams, were also considered effectual modes of accomplishing 
metamorphosis.”  Lycanthropous properties were attributed also 
to various flowers, fortunately rare, but easily recognizable by 
their distinctive odour. Of the divers forms of incantation, 
fragments have survived in the folk-songs of different countries ; 
but one may infer from the study of them that their potency, 
like that of most magical formulae, relied principally on the will 
o f the operator.
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THE DORIS CASE: A STUDY IN 
MULTIPLE PERSONALITIES

B y  AR TH U R  E D W A R D  W A IT E  .

MY office on the present occasion is chiefly that of a recorder in the 
simplest and most summary form, and I shall postpone to the end 
a brief intimation of the reason which has led me to assume the role. 
Apart from any personal motive, the subject will testify sufficiently 
to its own importance. If I make the bare facts intelligible to readers 
of the Occult Review , that they may judge of them on their own 
part, I shall have served one good purpose; that which is over and 
above is .necessarily for a few only. The material before me, which 
contains the facts set out and certain tentative conclusions drawn 
therefrom, considerably exceeds two thousand octavo pages and 
forms as such three of the largest volumes ever issued as Proceedings 
of the American Society for Psychical Research. It is called therein 
The Doris Case of Multiple Personality, and a sub-title of admirable 
lucidity explains that it is " a biography of five personalities in con­
nection with one body and a daily record of a therapeutic process 
ending in the restoration of the primary member to integrity and 
continuity of consciousness.” Setting aside certain prefatory matter 
and occasional annotation, two out of the three volumes contain 
the digest and record at large of Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, a clergy­
man of the Episcopal Church in America, who had the case under 
his charge-at his own home for a period of five years, ending in the 
cure of the subject. The third volume comprises mediumistic investi­
gations and conclusions based thereon— for the most part rigidly 
tentative— of Prof. James Henry Hyslop, who is known to us all as 
the untiring secretary of the society, and who in this volume has 
done singular honour to himself and will receive honour on account 
of it, from those who know the difficulties of psychical research and 
the extreme difficulty of dealing adequately-with the hypotheses 
and counter-hypotheses to which it gives rise. Among the important 
features of the case are (i) the number of personalities using the same 
vehicle and (2) the appearance of a secondary »personality “ as early 
as the third year of the subject’s life.” But as a fact there is no 
case, within my knowledge, being that of a literate student only, which 
can compare with the case of Doris, for the protean interest of its 
elements or for the rich minutiae of its details in the record concerning 
it. I shall count it henceforward among my treasures of psychical 
literature, and I wish only that it were possible to give something




